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IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS AND EDUCATION

Preface

Preface

In The Name Of Allah, The Compassionate, The Merciful

As The human body needs food, clothing and a shelter, so does his soul need ethics
and education. A person who is ignorant of the creation facts, who is not nurtured with
moral conducts, and is not void of obnoxious traits is only superficially a human being;
he is in fact far away from humanity. Regarding this, Sa'di from Shiraz (the famous

:poet) says

What makes a human body honorable is his soul; beautiful garment does not make a
;man

;If eyes, tongues, ears and noses made a man

;Then what would the difference be between a man and a painting on the wall

Be truly a man, or else you would be

;A bird talking human language

.If you could eliminate your fierce nature you would live a human life all life-long

For this very reason the significant portions of the agenda of the prophets and God-
Sent messengers include education and the enhancement of ethical considerations

.and well-adjusted conducts

These dignitaries, in accordance with the prevailing situations, have made use of
[either practical means and suitable behaviors, or sermons and maxims, or treatises.[1

Among these treasures is the Treatise of Amir Al-Mo'menin (pbnh), which is the topic
for the present translation. It is appropriate here to attract your attention to the

:following points
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?What is Ethics

According to the Islamic scholars,[2] ethics includes all human traits which are brought
about either by heredity or environment and which make up his personality

.influencing his deeds, conducts thoughts and speech

"Raqeb in his Mofradat Al-Qur’an says that the two terms "Khalq
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creation) and "Kholq" (human traits) are, in fact, identical; but the former refers to)
superficial configurations which are observable with naked eyes, whereas the latter
refers to the internal powers and innate goodness which are only observable with the

[hearts.[3

Regarding this, Imam Ali (s) has said: "Kholq refers to the soul, whereas khalq refers
[to the body".[4

As the bodies are different among people; some are beautiful, and some are ugly, the
souls are different as well; some are nice, others are inhuman. In the final analysis,
the structure of human body relies on the rules of creation, which are beyond humans
to tamper with; whereas sour behaviors and traits are for the most part learned and

.are formed through hardships

Ibn Moskuye in his book Teharat Al-E'raq writes," kholq is one of the traits of human
:self which entices man to carry out his daily affairs without thinking. It is of two types

Some part of it is natural and rests on the human nature. An example is when a man
becomes furious over minor things or fears insignificant events or becomes happy or

.depressed

The other part of it relies on our customs and practices. This part at first rested, no
doubt, on thought but later, due to practice and repetition takes on a habitual status;

[then it works with no thought at all."[5

Thus, our physical traits are not considered as our ethical traits unless they have
become constant. For instance, a person is not given the trait of generosity by just

;randomly involving in generous affairs
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.neither is he termed brave by just randomly engaging in brave actions

Thus traits take on kholq status only when they manifest themselves as constant
[occurring with no thought considerations.[6

But this does not contradict the optional nature of these traits since man is capable of
either carrying them out or avoiding them as a whole,[7] although it is hard to stop

[doing habitual things.[8

Fur there more, as it is proven elsewhere, since from the beginning he could either
make the habit or abandon it, thus he has been free

[From the beginning to make the options he likes.[9

The need for ethics in life

In order for a man to enjoy all his instincts and wishes to a logical degree, to live at
peace with others and to attain prosperity both here and in the hereafter, he has to

.observe ethical standards

The advancements and degenerations of human societies do not depend solely on
sciences and material progress. Rather, it is the observation of these ethical

:standards which bring about either prosperity or fall of such societies. The poet says

Ethics keeps the human race alive, A tribe of humanity which lacks ethics is doomed to
.die

At times, the lack of observation of one of the ethical standards might create a human
disaster such as the world wars[10] or affects the well-wishes of a well-doing person.
On the contrary, observing such standards saves a man who is going to fall, or covers

.his faults

Thus, ethics is a requirement for both statesmen and the Messengers of Allah. That is
,why, the magnificent Qur’an, after eleven swearing
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emphasizes that: A delivered is one who purifies his soul of ethical corruptions and a
:wretched is one who corrupts his soul

" اهَاَّسدَ نْمَ  بَاخَ  دْقَوَ  اهَاَّکزَ  نْمَ  حَلَْفأَ  دْقَ  "

He will indeed be successful who purifies it (the soul) and he will indeed fail who“
[corrupts it”.[11

The Prophet (s) was appreciated by God for holding the highest degree of ethical
:codes

" میظِعَ قٍُلخُ  یلعَل  کّنإ  "و 

[And most surely you conform (yourself) to sublime morality.”[12“

And the secret for his appointment to the prophetic mission was his attainment of
.highest degree of sublime morality

But unfortunately, the present world, especially the West, has turned into robots
.lacking souls and morality codes

Alexis Carls, the renowned French scholar, writes in this regard, "We have lost all of
our religious commands. The present generations are ignorant of commands, such
as, living in moderate, honesty, responsibility, cleanliness, self-control, love towards
others, and courage. Such things are doomed as senseless and are made fun of by

.younger generations

The modern man recognizes no lie principle except enjoying worldly pleasures."
Everybody is the slave to his pride and as a crab is ready to annihilate his fellow-

.human beings

The very first social conducts have changed; chaos is the rule of the day; marriages"
.are no longer considered as bonds between husbands and wives

At the same time, the material and mental conditions have produced such"
.environments in which children are considered just as nuisances
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Thus, all those principles on which our grand fathers laid their ways of personal and"
[social lives, are now just gone."[13

The Advantages and Favors of Ethics

In the ethical guide-lines
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of Islam, the praiseworthy temperaments are of two types: the advantages of ethics
.and the favors of ethics

:Among the advantages of ethics are the following

The cleanliness of body and dress, good humor and smile, respect for others,
.politeness of speech, visiting the sick, avoidance of haughtiness, and suspicion

But those human traits, such as magnanimity, justice, keeping promises,
trustworthiness, and manhood, which are considered as true human traits, are
among favors of ethics. The important point is that attaining the advantages of ethics
is more or less possible for nearly everybody: every body could do so by exercising
doing the right things such as treating people justly and politely and visiting the sick

.and avoiding haughtiness

But the attainment of the favors of ethics and superb human traits is extremely
difficult. Not everybody could reach them. Only those individuals could reach such a
status, those, who possess high souls and are in control of their selves and who are in

.the habit of respecting human principles and obeying God

The great messengers of God, by using the sublime Islamic education, have
attempted to encourage people to engage in ethical affairs. The Great Messenger of

Islam has said

" اًقلخُ مهُنسَحا  اًنامیا  سِاّنلا  لُضفا  "

[From the viewpoint of religion, the best people are those who are well-behaved"[14"

On the other hand, the Great Messenger of Allah has mentioned that the reason of his
.prophetic mission was to perfect the ethical training

:Imam Ali's has said

" مرِاکملا یلِا  اهودُوُقو  نسِاحملاب  مکُقَلاخا  اوللذَ  "

By engaging in good traits, tame your character and then move it toward the sublime"
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[human traits.[15

The narrator says: I asked Imam Sadiq (s) what the limit of good humor was. He
:answered

" نسَحَ رٍشِْبِب  كَاخاَ  یقلتَ  کَمَلاکَ و  بِّیطَُتو  کَبَِناج  نّْیلَُت  "

You should treat people kindly, you should speak politely and meet your brethren"
[good naturedly".[16

A man came to Imam Sadiq (s) and said: O son of God's Messenger, let me know what
,favors of ethics are. Imam as-Sadiq (s) replied to him

" کسِْفَن یلع  وَلو  ِّقحلا  لَوقَو  کَمَرَحَ  نْمَ  ءُاطَعْإو  کَعَطَقَ  نْمَ  هُلَصِِو  کَمَلَظَ  نَّمعَ  وفُعَلا  "

Forgive anybody who has done you unjustly; connect with anybody who has cut his"
relations. Give to anybody who has deprived you of what you deserve, and tell the

[truth even if it is not to your benefit.[17

In his Sahife Sajjadieh, better known as Makarem Al-Akhlagh "The favors of ethics,"
:Imam Ali Ibn al-Hossein (s) invokes God by saying

ئِفاکُاو لِذْبَلاِب  ینمَرَحَ  نْمَ  بَیِثُاو  رِبلاِب  ینرَجَهَ  نْمَ  يزِجْاَو  حِصُْنلاِب  ینَّشغَ  نْمَ  ضَرِاعُا  نلأ  ینددّسـَو  هلآو  دـمحم  یلع  ِّلصَ  مهُّللا  "

" هِئّیسَلا نِعَ  یضِغُْاو  هَنَسَحَلا  رَکُشْاَ  ناَو  رِکذِلا  نسْحُ  یلِا  ینَباتغِْا  نِمَ  فَِلاخُاو  هِلَصِِلاِب  ینعَطَقَ  نْمَ 

O God, send your Blessings to Mohammad and his offspring and help me do favor to"
anybody who played me wrong; please help me treat kindly any body who has
ignored me and let me be generous to those who have denied me my rights. Let me
remember those who have betrayed me; let me appreciate those who do me favors;

[and let me forgive the wrong-doings"[18

The Great Messenger, who had been badly hurt by the Qoreish, forgave them when
.he conquered Mecca

He let
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.Abu Sofyan’s house as a shelter for people

In the Saffein war, when Imam Ali (pbus) observed that Mo’awiya had so inhumanly
denied Imam Ali’s army the water of the Euphrates, asked Imam Ali to do the same to
Mo'awiya army. But he answered, "we will not retaliate for a wrong; we will not deny

." them the use of water

When an impolite shopkeeper poured trash over the head of malik al-Ashtar, an
important officer in Imam Ali’s army, Malik went to the mosque and prayed for him

.and forgave him

When Imam Zain Al-Abedin (s) was insulted by a relative, he went to his house telling
:him

" کََل اللهُا  رَفَغَف  َّیف  سَیَل  ام  تَْلُق  تَْنکُ  ناو  هُْنِم  اللهَا  رُفغتسا  اناف  َّیف  ام  تَْلُق  دْقَ  تَْنکُ  ناِف  "

If what you say is true, I ask God to forgive me. But If what you say is not true, then I"
." ask God to forgive you

The above-mentioned cases and similar events which are recorded from the Prophet
.and the Imams of Islam in their diaries are among the favors of ethics

.Thus, there are differences between the advantages and favors of ethics

The advantages of ethics are usually a means for material welfare, but the favors of
ethics are a way to the attainment of spiritual advancement. The former provides our

.lives with discipline; whereas the latter satisfies human sublime tendencies

The former are in harmony with personal desires and legitimate self interest, but the
.latter deal with interest in others

All messengers and Imams of Islam completely enjoyed the favors of ethics. But
among their
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students there are few who are in possession of these assets. Any body who
possesses these assets should be thankful to God. Those who lack them should try to

." have them. In this regard Imam Sadiq (s) has said

نِاو لا ریخَ  نِم  کلذ  َّناَ  اوملعاو  هللا  اودمـَحاف  مکُیف  تناک  ناف  مکُسـَفُْناَ  اوُنحِتَْماف  قـلاخْلاا  مِرِاـکمَِب  هُلَسـُرُ  َّصخَ  َّلجـَوَّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنِا  "
" اهیِف هِیَلا  اوبغراو  اللهَا  اوُلئَسْاف  نْکُتَ 

God has provided His Messengers with favors of ethics. Thus, examine yourselves, if“
you have them, be thankful to God for these precious assets; if you lack them ask God

[to let you have them."[19

A person who enjoys the ethical favors possesses a high soul and therefore performs
.good deeds not out of his material interest but rather for God

Imam Ali (s) says: "I am amazed when a Moslem goes to another Moslem for some
.help but he is turned down

" هاجنلا لِیبسَ  یلع  لُدُتَ  امّم  اهناف  قِلاخلاا  مِرِاکمَ  یلا  عَرِاسُی  نا  هَُل  یغبَنیَ  ناک  دقل  اباقعِ  یشخیَ  اًباوَث و لا  وجُریَ  ناک لا  ولَفَ  "

Even if he did not expect reward and did not fear the Hereafter, he would be better"
[off if he turned to the ethical favors, for they will lead a man toward goodness"[20

A man from desert came up to the Messenger of God asking him, "O Messenger of
God, sometimes a man fights for booty, sometimes for fame and sometimes for the

?" recognition of his bravery; which one of these ways is right

:The Prophet (s) answered

" هللا لیبسَ  یف  وهُفَ  ایلعُلا  یَهِ  اللهِا  هُمَِلکَ  نَوکُتَِل  لَتَاق  نْمَ  "

That is the“
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[one who fights so that God’s name would be in focus[21

(. This type of prayers is called "the prayers of free men" by Imam Ali (s

هُدَابعِ کَلِتفَ  اًبحُ )  ) اًرکشـُ هودُبَعَ  اًموقَ  َّنِاو  دیِبعَلا  هُدَابعِ  کَلِتف  هًبَهْرَ  هللا  اودُبَعَ  اًموقَ  َّنِاو  راجُّتلا  هُدابعِ  کَلِتف  هًبَغرَ  هللا  اودُبَعَ  اًموقَ  َّنِا  "
" رارحلأا

Some people pray God out of their desire to go to the paradise; this is businessman's
.prayer

Some people pray God out of their fear of punishment; this is the prayer of the slaves.
[But some others pray God out of their love for God; this is freeman's prayer.[22

In some Islamic traditions the cases of ethical favors are enumerated. For instance, in
:Ibn Bekir's tradition from Imam as-Sadiq (s) it is said

؟ یَهِ امو  كَادِف  تُلعِجُ  تُْلُق  "

" هناملأا ءاداَو  ثیدِحَلا  قدصِو  رِبلاو  هریغَلاو  هعَاجشَلاو  ءاخسَلاو  ءایحَلاو  ملعِلاو  رکشُلاو  ربصَلاو  هعَانقَلاو  عرَولا  َّنهُ  لاق :

I asked Imam as-Sadiq (s) what the ethical favors were. He answered, "They include
self – control, contentment, patience, thanking God, forbearance, modesty,

[generosity, bravery, emulation, good deeds, truthfulness, being a good trustee."[23

The Role of Education

The term (Ta'leem), which is derived from ilm (knowledge) means to teach, and the
.term "tarbiat" is derived from "rebv" meaning nurture

Animals, when born, know their duties and plans of life through their instincts. They
.would need no instructors

The young fish, after being hatched, knows how to swim, breathe, feed, protect itself
.against enemies, and how to reproduce. It would not need being taught

The insect Anopheles is vegetarian but because the new-born insects should feed on
worms, the mother hunts a special worm, stings it so
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that it is paralyses. In this way, the mother provides its new-born with fresh meat.
.The mother does it through her instinct; not through training

The bee sucks the sweet nectar, turns it into honey, makes symmetrical shelters and
divides the affairs of the hive among individual bees all because of divine inspiration

.and natural instincts

" نَوشُرِْعیَ اَّمِمو  رِجَشَلا  نَِمو  اًتوُیُب  لِابَجِلا  نَِم  يذِخَِّتا  نْاَ  لِحنَلا  یلا  کَُّبرَ  یحَواَو  "

And your Lord revealed to the bee saying: Make hives in the mountains and in the“
[trees and in what they build.”[24

This is the fact which is brought about by Prophet Moses (s) and his brother when they
:introduced their God to Firon

" يدهَ َّمُث  هقَلخَ  ئش  َّلک  یطعا  يذلا  انُّبر  لاق  یسوم  ای  امکُّبر  نمَفَ  لَاق  "

Firon said: And who is your Lord, O Musa? He said: Our Lord is He Who gave to“
[everything its creation, then guided it (to its goal).[25

;The Giver who provided the flower with nectar and the clay with soul

.Gave anybody anything which He deemed necessary

But man, in carrying out his daily duties and arriving at perfection needs more than
instincts and innate inspiration: besides being equipped with wisdom, he needs

.instructors

He would perhaps walk like animals if he were not helped. He would most probably be
:dumb if words were not put in his mouth. Moulavi says

.A deaf turns out to be a dumb; the speaker is the one who has heard from the mother

Thus, in order to recognize facts of the world and to appreciate the secrets of
.creation, man needs a teacher
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.Without an instructor, man is unable to grasp such secrets

Man needs an instructor to nourish his physical and spiritual capabilities and to arrive
at his ideals and to prune the wicked parts of his character, If God's Messengers had
not risen to correct man, he would, no doubt, have had a much worse life than the

:Middle Ages. In this regard the Holy Qur’an says

نِم اوناک  نِاو  هَمَکْحِلاو  بَاتکِلا  مُهُمَِّلعَُیو  مهیکِزَُیو  هِِتایآ  مهِیلَع  اوُلْتیَ  مهِسـِفُْناَ  نَِم  ـًلاوسُرَ  مهِیِف  ثَعََب  ذِا  نینمؤملا  یلع  اللهُا  َّنمَ  دـقل  "

" نیبُم لٍلاضَ  یفَِل  لُبقَ 

Certainly Allah conferred a benefit upon the believers when He raised among them“
an Apostle from among themselves, reciting to them His communications and
purifying them, and teaching them the Book and the wisdom, although before that

[they were surely in manifest error.”[26

As you will observe the appointment of a messenger among the corrupted people to
.guide them was one of God's assets

Still in another verse, God considers the educating of the messengers as true life,
:those not receiving it are considered as dead

" مکُییحُی امل  مکُاعدَ  اذِا  لِوسرللو  اوبیجتسِا اللهِ  اونمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهُّیا  ای  "

O you who believe! Answer the call of Allah and His Apostle when he calls you to that“
[which gives you life”.[27

Education is the Bringing up of Capabilities

Sometimes we make a thing out of something without any internal attraction inside
that "something". For instance we make furniture out of a piece of wood by working

.on it. Thus, a character or feature is created

But some other time, a thing has got internal impetus for change and becomes
.something else
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In This case guidance is necessary and in many others lack of guidance may mislead
the object. An example is the child who has the innate capacity for sucking its
mother's breast and acquiring knowledge. However, if it is not directed to the right
way, it may either die from hunger or stay ignorant or might suck some dangerous
objects in place of its mother's breast or might learn some pernicious knowledge
which might harm it. This change of the innate capacity into practical acts is called

.education

Thus, education is not industry; rather the subject of education should be an
.organism which has innate capacity for development

Since man has some innate capacities such as truth-finding, ethical conscience, love
for beauty, love for freedom, self-interest, and love for life he needs an instructor

.who will bring out these capacities and lead them in the right direction

Quanttime, the famous French psychologist believes that man's soul has four
dimensions at the time of birth, i.e. man has the following four capacities at the time of

:his coming into this world

:The Scientific and Rational Capacity or The Fact-Finding Capacity . 1

The advancement of science, the discovery of the secrets of creation, the human
.perseverance in finding facts all stem from this dynamic capacity

:Ethical Conscience . 2

Man is created in such a way that he enjoys doing good deeds, justice, showing piety,
.discipline, self-control, bravery, sacrifice, and truthfulness

On the other hand he abhors injustice and lies, uncleanliness and debauchery,
.untidiness and indecision, meanness and indifference, and the like

:Love for Beauty - 3

Man cares
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for the beauties in nature such as the blue starry sky, magnificent flowers and
sceneries, limpid water with fish swimming in it, beautiful birds, deer in the desert,
pleasant songs, elegant paintings, poems, and chirographies and gracious statures.

.This very capacity has made man create art and enrich life as a whole

:The Capacity for Worshiping - 4

Man believes in God from the bottom of his heart. He has worshiped God throughout
the history and has consecrated this worship. To keep this consecration and

[hollowness, he has endured lots of hardships.[28

With regard to the above issues a good instructor is the one who guides all man's
.innate capabilities in the right direction and does not let these abilities go astray

For instance, man has sexual drive but he should guide it in the right way. Its
suppression does not solve any problem. Man loves arts and beauty and must make
use of them in the proper way. He should not deprive himself of these assets.
Educating and nourishing man's skills is in harmony with the innate characteristic of

:religion. In this regard the Holy Qur'an says

" مُِّیقلا نُیِّدلا  کلذ  اللهِا  قِِلخَِل  لَیدبتَ  اهیلَعَ لا  سَانلا  رَطَفَ  یتلا  اللهِِا  تَرَطِِف  اًفینحَ  نِیدِلِل  کَهَجو  مِقاف  "

Then set your face upright for religion in the right state-The nature made by Allah in“
which He has made men; there is no altering of Allah's creation, that is the right

[religion.”[29

Animals Have limited Potentials for Education

Animals know their ways of life by instinct. These innate inspirations, which manifest
.themselves as instincts, drive them toward a limited state of perfection
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However, some animals such as dogs, horses, elephants, monkeys, dolphins, foxes
and bears possess a higher status of intelligence. They could be trained to protect the
herds, the police, and to purchase commodities, and to perform circus performances.

.We have all seen such extraordinary performances in the films and elsewhere

But, it is to be noted that the sphere of animal performances is highly restricted
because their capabilities are narrower than those of man. For this reason, however
hard we try to train them, they will never be able to solve mathematical problems,
analyze the inside of the atom, make space-ships to be sent to the Mars or to the
Jupiter, to discover medical relief's for hard-to-cure diseases, to cure TB and cancer

.sufferers and finally to carry on surgical operations on hearts, brains and kidneys

This is only man who can, through right education, discover everywhere and solve
problems and manifest his capabilities and make himself "God's substitute on the

". earth

Education Versus Training

As we saw before animals naturally recognize their good and evil, their food locations,
and their ways of life. In this way, their capabilities manifest themselves. On the
contrary, man knows neither his pains nor their remedies, neither his friends nor his
foes, and possesses neither instruments nor his defense mechanisms. He has

:obtained all these through education and experience

" نَورکُشْتَ مکلعل  هَدئفلااو  رَاصبلااو  عَمْسَلا  مکَُل  لَعَجَو  اًئیشَ  نَومُلَعتَ  مکُِتاهَّمُا لا  نِوطُُب  نِم  مکُجَرَخا  اللهُاو  "

And Allah has brought you forth from the wombs of your mothers – you did not know“
anything – and He gave
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[you hearing and sight and hearts that you may give thanks.”[30

In order for man's skills and capabilities to flourish in diverse dimensions such as
talking, having high morals, walking, living honestly, and loving justice, he needs
instructors. Thus, education helps him improve his knowledge and culture; whereas
training is employed to direct his innate capabilities and his spiritual dispositions. An
educator teaches him the things he does not know, whereas a trainer guides his

.innate abilities in the right direction

Ethics Versus Education

In the past Education was a branch of ethics. It dealt with the educating children and
bringing forth their skills. In books written on education the encouragement for
learning science and the ways of learning useful sciences were emphasized.[31] But
because of its significance in the lives of people, education raised itself from an
inferior position to a completely independent branch of science, now there are

." numerous valuable books and resources written on it

Since Imam Ali (s) in his erudite letter has emphasized numerous issues in education
and has provided us with great samples of the advantages and favors of ethics we

". have called his article "the first treatise of Ethics and Islamic Education

The Wrong-Doer Needs an Innocent Instructor

As we saw above, wisdom of man does the functions of instincts of animals. However
:these two are different in many respects

a) An instinct, works without the consent of its holder. It does not go astray. Bees have
always built their hives hexagonal and ants have always halved the wheat seeds in
two halves in order to stop their growth in their under-ground shelters. But being
equipped with free-will, man does not have to function in accordance with wisdom's
guidelines. Animals have recognized their development through the guidelines of

.genesis and have to go forward without their approval

" میقتسُم طٍارصِ  یلع  یِّبرَ  َّنِا  اهِتیصِانب  ذٌخآ  وه  لاِا  هٍَّباد  نِْم  ام  "
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There is no living creature but He holds it by its forelock; surely my Lord is on the“
[right path.”[32

" اروفُکَ امِاو  اًرکاش  امِّا  لَیبسَلا  هُانیدهَ  اّنِا  "

Surely we have shown him the way: he“

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 33 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


[may be thankful or unthankful.”[33

b) An instinct performs an action without any error, but the wisdom makes mistakes
when arriving at conclusions from the premises. The environment, lack of sufficient
knowledge, wrong education, out-of-place prejudice, lust and anger, and the like, all
have their fatal consequences on our wisdom. In this way man is prone to commit
mistakes. Thus, he will need an innocent instructor. It is for this reason that God has
sent messengers and Imams to guide people. Imam Musa Ibn Jaafar (s) in his famous

.treatise tells Hisham

" لوقُعُلاف هنطابلا  امّاو  همئلااو  ءایبنلأاو  لسُرُلاف  هرهاظلا  امّاف  هنطِاب  هٌَّجحُو  هٌرهَِاظ  هٌَّجحُ  نِیتََّجحُ  سِانلا  یلع  َّنِا الله  "

Allah has provided man with two guides: The overt guide and the covert guide. The“
overt guides are the Messengers and Imams and the covert guides include man's

[wisdom.”[34

Messengers and Imams are superb human beings who directly receive religious facts
from God who knows all facts in depth. They are innocent beings. Therefore, an

.education which is based on such a resource will completely rely on truthfulness

But this does not imply that we will not believe in rational good and bad, and like
Ashaere only believe in religious good and bad. Definitely this is not the case. Our
wisdom determines the goodness and badness of some acts independent of religion
and other factors such as the observation that justice is considered as good and
injustice is deemed unfair.[35] However if Messengers and Imams did not rise to lead

and guide our rational judgments and did not try to evaluate
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our acts, man could not personally perceive the good and bad nature of such acts.
This is because, on the one hand, his knowledge is limited, and on the other hand,
factors such as environment, faulty education, unfounded prejudice and the like may

[influence his judgments.[36

.We will find this out in the discussion of the philosophy of ethics

?Education, or Training Which one should precede

As we have already seen, man is born at birth with tabula rasa, meaning with a blank
mind. Our overt senses are canals through which we come in contact with nature and

acquire our knowledge. Regarding this, Aristotle has said

" اًملعِ دَقَفَ  اًَّسحِ  دَقَفَ  نمَ  "

Anybody deprived of a sense will suffer the deprivation of the related knowledge.” In“
this way, we notice that the born deaf are deprived of speech. This is because they
have not received the speech signals from others to be able to use them. Concerning

,this Moulawi has said

.A born deaf is definitely dumb

.A speaker is the one who heard the words from his mother

Elsewhere Moulawi says, "Man is made more capable through his ears". This is why
.the born blinds can not perceive colors

Thus, the first things which relate a man to his environment are his senses, or in the
terminology employed in the Qur’an, They are the ear's eyes and hearts.[37] Then

(. comes the growth of our capabilities and the purification of our self (soul

But the thing to remember is that science is a means for the control of nature and for
the unveiling of the secrets of the creation; whereas purification
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is a means for the control of our vicious, unyielding self (soul) and for shaping our
.personalities

No doubt, if our souls are not controlled, then science will be used for the destruction
.of the world

We would rather leave a drunkard negro possess the sword than a shrewd have
:science at his disposal. There is a maxim which says

" مَلاعلا دَسَفَ  مُِلاعلا  دَسَفَ  اذِا  "

When a scholar becomes corrupted, then the whole world becomes corrupted, as"
." well

As we saw in the three verses of the Holy Qur’an which dealt with purification and
". education, purification was stated prior to the term "education

Only in one verse is the term "education" used prior to the word purification and that
.is because of the natural priority which the mechanism of education has for us

The Four Quaranic Verses

بَاتکلا مکُمَِلعَُیو  مکُیکِزَُیو  انِتایآ  مکیلع  اوُلْتیَ  مکُْنِم  لاوسُرَ  مکیف  انلسراَ  امک  (" 1)

" نومُلَْعتَ اوُنوکُتَ  مل  ام  مکُمَلعَُیو  هَمَکحِلاو 

Even as we have sent among you an Apostle from among you who recites to you Our“
communications and purifies you and teaches you the Book and the wisdom and

[teaches you that which you did not know”.[38

هِتایآ مهِیلَعَ  اولْتیَ  مهِسِفُنا  نِْم  لاًوسُرَ  مهِیِف  ثَعََب  ذِا  نینمؤملا  یلع  هللا  َّنمَ  دقل  (" 2)

" نیِبُم لٍلاضَ  یفَِل  لُْبقَ  نِم  اوناک  نِاو  هَمَکحِلاو  بَاتکِلا  مهُمِّلعَُیو  مهیِّکزَُیو 

Certainly Allah conferred a benefit upon the believers when He raised among them“
an Apostle from among themselves, reciting to them His communications and
purifying them, and teaching them the Book and the wisdom, although before that
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.” they were surely in manifest error

مهِیکِزَُیو هِتایآ  مهِیلَعَ  اوُلْتیَ  مهُنِم  لاًوسُرَ  نَییِّملأا  یف  ثَعََب  يذَّلا  وهُ  (" 3)
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مُهُمَِّلعَُیو

" نیِبُم لٍلاضَ  یفَِل  لُْبقَ  نِْم  اوُناک  نِاو  هَمَکْحِلاو  بَاتکِلا 

He it is who raised among the illiterate an Apostle from among themselves who“
recites to them His communications and purifies them, and teaches them the Book

[and the wisdom, a though they were before certainly in clear error”.[39

:God in a verse narrates on Ibrahim's prayers having asked God to . 4

[40 " ] میکِحَلا زیزعَلا  تَناَ  کََّنِا  مهِیکِزَُیو  هِمِکحِلاو  بَاتکِلا  مُهُمَِّلعَُیو  کَِتایآ  مهِیلَعَ  اوُلْتیَ  مهُنِم  لاًوسُرَ  مهِیِف  ثْعَباو  انَّبرَ  "

Our lord! And raise up in them an Apostle from among them who shall recite to them“
thy communications and teach them the Book and the wisdom, and purify them;

”. surely thou art the mighty, the wise

As you notice, in the first three verses purifying precedes educating, but in the last
verse the order has changed. As we see purifying precedes educating and this is
shown in the first three verses. But naturally education precedes purification and this

[is shown in the last verse.[41

But some have assumed that since the fourth verse is among Ibrahim's prayers and
the Qur'an has just narrating it, therefore, it is man's talk and for this reason may not
be a criterion. They continue to assume that because the other three verses are truly
God's speech and since purification has preceded education, therefore, it is true.

.Thus, training and purification should precede education

But this statement is improper in that a messenger like Ibrahim would not perform a
prayer without considering the right method used by other messengers. He would not

act immaturely. He is one of
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the prominent messengers whose statements are verified by God. Leveling such
accusations against them would be an insult to them. This is especially true when we
observe that the narrated words are in the Qur'an. Therefore, what is said does not

.include any contradiction

The arrangement of words, therefore is definitely based on some philosophical
.considerations

Thus, in answer to the question: which one should precede, training (purification) or
education? We should answer "education" naturally precedes training, but education
is higher than training in rank. That is why the above-mentioned verses have used

.one prior to the other

The Bases and philosophy of Ethics

The Bases and philosophy of Ethics

Why some deeds such as sacrifice, forgiveness and chastity are considered proper
and some others such as injustice, lying, macro mania, and treason are doomed.
What are the criteria behind these judgments? Scholars have differing concepts
toward these issues. Each one has a specific view on these questions depending on

:their world-views. Some of these conceptualizations follow

The school of personal sensuality-1

Both in the past and at the present there have been philosophers who believe in
nothing except pleasures of life. They say, "The future is uncertain; death might
arrive at any moment and may destroy our life. Therefore, we should make best out

." of our time

.The forerunner of this school was Socratic's student named Aris Teep

According to this school, any action which satisfies man's temporary pleasures is
.considered an ethical action albeit in its satisfaction some other people get hurt

But this approach to life degenerates man to the animal status and is a disregard for
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the Hereafter. Too much involvement in the mundane enjoyments does away with
.security in life and the poor will suffer the most

Since material pleasures can not satisfy man's spirit, and their satisfaction is neither
possible nor beneficial, therefore to found ethical deeds over transitory desires is one

.step toward nihilism and avoidance of ethics

The Epicurism or Personal Expedience - 2

Epicure, the Greek philosopher (270-341 BC), too, put personal interests as the
foundation of ethics. He did not mean temporary or transitory pleasures, however. He
is after a pleasure which either lacks later suffering or involves little amount of
suffering. He believes man should shun a suffering which does not contain pleasure

.either now or later

:Epicure has divided pleasures into three groups

;a) Natural and necessary pleasures, such as eating, drinking and sleep

;b) Unnatural but unnecessary pleasures, such as sexual drive

.c) Natural but Unnecessary pleasures, such as desire for fame and money

Epicure, then, goes on to say that the first type of pleasures should

be fulfilled to a
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.rational degree. The means to these ends should also be employed

But, according to Epicure, the second type of pleasures should also be satisfied
.normally. Going to extremes in this regard will lead to troubles

But, the third type of pleasures which are neither natural nor necessary should be
.avoided altogether

As you will see, the last hypothesis is more moderate, well-founded and wise than the
:previous one. However, it suffers from the following defects

a) In this notion all aims are directed toward personal worldly interests. Whereas,
according to the premises of the notion of the abstractness of self, the avoidance of
the integument into material desires in this world may lend a better and flowery

.chance in the other world. This fact is not included in this notion, however

b) This notion, like the previous one, reduces man's status to that of animal's in that it
is concerned only with personal interests and not with collective interests and has
shunned man's heavenly status altogether and has emphasized beastly stomach –
filling, anger and lusts. Man, on the other hand, could, through training his skills, soar

.into the heavens and make the impossible seem attainable

c) In this notion, the ethical goodness is defined only in the fulfillment of personal
.interests ignoring common interests as a whole

The unnaturalness of this view is clear when we observe that others have a right to
live like ourselves, too. How is it feasible to enjoy one's interests by destroying other

?people's rights

d) A person's interests vary greatly according to one's status. They vary
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as well with individuals. Therefore, man's interests could not get regularized. On the
contrary, ethical orders are highly systematic and well – organized, or else they would

[bring out chaos.[42

The Power – Monger School of Nitche - 3

Airs teep and Epicure both believed on ethical act to be in the direction of the attaining
of one's instincts and worldly desires. Nitche, the German philosopher (1844-1900 AD)
had the same view believing that power – lust is the law of life and should be followed
by everybody, even if this might lead to tyranny or deceit. Any thing contrary to this

.view is doomed from the outset however pious and rightful it might be

Nitche contends that the thought about God and life for human being should be
thrown away altogether, and forgiveness and the like all stem from weakness. He
believed the nature is based on the survival of the rich and on the annihilation of the

.poor. This is, in his view, a sample of ethical act

:This school suffers from a series of serious defects, among which are the following

a) If the notion of God and the world Here-after is put aside, then what does ethical
act mean? Then who would guarantee the fulfillment of moral and individual

?obligations

b) We should accept that the principle of power-loving, like other sensations such as
care for humanity and generosity and sacrifice, also has its root in the human nature.
Therefore, the same way that we make use of the instincts of self – interest,

sexuality, possession and the like to an acceptable degree, we
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.should use the instinct of power – loving wisely

c) The acceptance of such a view is to consider one dimension of man and to ignore
man's other heavenly dimensions. Such an acceptance entails man's fall into the
world of beasts. In such a world there is no trace of man's finer feelings. They say
even Nitche was not inconsiderate towards humanity to such a degree because he is

.said to have lost his life in order to save a horse's life

Thus, critics believe Nitche has stated such extremist views out of his anger towards
some people whom he hated. In a letter to his sister towards the end of his life, he
writes, "The older I become, the harder life becomes to me. In the previous years
when I suffered a lot I did not feel as depressed as I do now, What has happened? I
Have lost my confidence in people. But now we see that we have made a mistake. O
my God! How lonely I feel how. There is nobody with whom I could laugh or by whose

[side I could drink a cup of tea. There is no body who can show me affection."[43

Affection Towards Others - 4

In contrast to the previous views and what we will see later, the affection view is
.based on the premise that an ethical act relies heavily on doing good to other people

This view, which is known as the Indian-Eastern school, considers an act as ethical
,only when it is employed to do affection towards others. If, however
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we perform our duties daily, such actions are not termed ethical. Thus, we will
consider an act as ethical if it is rooted in feelings more sublime than individual
feelings. The end of an ethical act is to make others benefit from it, and not just the

.individual

This view, however, is significant and is contained in most religions. Two points should
.not be neglected, however

a) Not every ethical act is in the interest of everybody. There exist many ethical
principles which provide for the individual's exultation. They do not of necessity lead
to the interests of others. Examples are patience, stamina, self-control and the

.acceptance of death instead of the acceptance of injustice

b) There should be a limit to the advancement of affection towards others. Some are
peace lovers and consider it an honor to direct their kindness to men such as Chengiz,
Hajjaj, Yazid, Atilla, and Nero. Whereas doing kindness to such people is like showing

[44 "] هللا یف  ضُْغُبلاو  هللا  یف  ُّبحُلا  : " mercy towards a leopard. In Islam the criterion is

”. Showing either kindness or anger should be for God's sake“

The provision of prosperity from the view-point of wisdom - 5

Most philosophers, both ancient and contemporary, from Socrates and Aristotle to
Spinoza believe some acts of human beings are at variance with man's prosperity;
whereas some other acts are the signs of his magnanimity, prosperity, and his
perfection in soul. For instance, man is intolerant with treason, injustice, humiliation,
fear and ignorance. But he considers truth worthiness, sacrifice, chastity, bravery,
.perseverance, wisdom, justice and the like among the signs of his spiritual perfection

The significant
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notion in this school is that the criterion for the ethical acts is our wisdom, which is an
asset for man and distinguishes man from the beasts. Wisdom functions for man in
the same way as instincts do for the beasts.[45] Those who believe that it is our
wisdom which recognizes ethical acts are of the opinion that an ethical act should be
defined in the following manner: An ethical act is a balance between excess and
dissipation in our affairs, which both provide for man's prosperity and enjoy an
eternal beauty. Examples are wisdom, which stands halfway between ignorance and
fallacious reasoning and bravery, which stands between fear and imagination and
chastity, which stands between Voluptuousness and lack of interest and family

[justice, which stands between performing oppression and accepting it.[46

Although most philosophers and Islamic scholars like Avicenna, Khaje Nasir, Ghazali,
Ibne Moskuye, Neraqi and others have accepted this school when they defined the

:ethical acts, this school, however, suffers from the following defects

a) Not in every piece of ethical acts can we distinguish a medial point. If such a point
existed, it would not mean that it could alone lead to prosperity and not the extreme

.point, such as science

b) As we have repeatedly observed the domain of wisdom is extremely limited.
Wisdom lacks the power to distinguish all ethical acts. This is for two reasons: on the

:one hand, wisdom is limited by nature

" لایلقَ لاّإ  مِِْلعِلا  نَِم  متیتوأ  امو  یِّبرَ  رِمأ  نِْم  حُوُّرلا  لُق  "

Say: The soul is one of the commands of“
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[my Lord, and you are not given aught of knowledge but a little”.[47

And on the other hand, wisdom might lose its impartiality due to wrong education, the
explosion of instincts and unfounded prejudices and might not be trusted in finding

.out the medial point. Thus, wisdom needs Sharia for its protection

c) Most of the perfection aspects which are the result of being obedient to God and
[His commands are accounted for in this calculation.[48

Ethical Conscience - 6

Some scholars from the East or west, including Kant, contend that man is created in
such a way as to come across with good ethical acts or bad ones through the
guidance of his innate powers; and in practice he finds himself in a position as to

.either carry them out or stop doing them altogether

." The criterion for judgments of this sort is referred to as "ethical conscience

:Kant, the German philosopher, who died in 1804, accounts for this in the following way

Speculative intelligence, i.e., the agent inside the mechanism is not of high value; but
the practical intelligence, i.e., the agent for carrying out the practical affairs, which is
also referred to as "ethical conscience" has a definite practicality and its commands

.are binding

Kant believes that man, in accordance with ethical conscience, recognizes the nature
of good and evil deeds and finds himself responsible to carry out the commands
:issued by it. An act is considered to be ethical when it has the following characteristics

.a) Be optional. An act which is carried out compulsorily can not be ethical

b) The carrying out

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 46 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


of the act should only be for the sake of duty and nothing else. For instance, a
person's act is not considered ethical if he carries it out for a friend, for social
acceptance, for material benefits, or for the world hereafter. He has to carry it out

;only for its own sake. An act may be good but unethical

c) It should be all-inclusive so that it may include the acts of all of those who want to
;carry out such acts

;d) The ultimate goal for that act should be man himself, not other minor objectives

.e) It should include man's prosperity although not for his delight

:Of course, this hypothesis has the following positive aspects

a) There exists in man an agent which, with the help of heavenly inspiration, can
;distinguish good deeds

" اهاوَقتَو اهرَوجُُف  اهمَهَلاف  "

[Then He inspired it to understand what is right and wrong for it”.[49“

:And when man opposes it, he is tortured by the scourge of rebuke, driving him crazy

[50 " ] همَاوّللا سِْفنَلاب  مُسِْقُا  لاو  هِمَایقِلا  مِویَِب  مُسِْقُا  "لا 

”. Nay! I swear by the day of resurrection, nay! I swear by the self-accusing soul“

:b) Man knows, through his conscience, that he is not forced to do an act. Molawi says

;When you say should I do this or that

.My friend, this shows you are free

.c) The best sort of prayers is to carry out a task as thanks to God

d) Man's status and his magnanimity are higher than for him to fall pray to other
.desires. Every thing is created for his use. No thing equals him

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 47 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The world“
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”. is nothing in front of a magnanimous man

[51 " ] اینُّدلا هِیلَعَ  تَناهَ  هُسُفَن  هِیلَعَ  تمَرُکَ  نْمَ  "

.e) All human beings are equal and are therefore, equal in front of human rights

Let man consider appropriate for others what he considers appropriate for himself“
”. and the other way around

[52 "] اهل هُرَکتَ  ام  هل  هرکاو  کَسِفنَِل  ُّبحُِت  ام  كَرِیغَِل  بِبحاَ  "

:Kant's hypothesis suffers from the following defects, however

.a) Our conscience is not strong enough for its recognition to be flawless

As the speculative intelligence needs guidance and protection, practical intelligence
too should be guided and protected. The latter, too, might be unable to distinguish

.facts, or due to practice and repetition of wrong deeds, might lose its sensitivity

As we know, the nomadic Arabs used to put their daughters in the graves alive and
the people of Fiji Island had a ceremony of putting their parents in the graves alive
and this gave them a lot of delight.[53] Sometimes the professional murderers enjoy
carrying out murders; For instance, Nero made a song when he put fire on to Rome
and Karbala murderers, upon the martyrdom of Imam Hossein (s) and his followers,

:at the presence of Obeydollah bin Ziyad, boasted with honor

They even shamelessly asked for prize for their wicked deeds

b) It is true that in some cases, the conscience orders us to do good and commands us
to stop doing evils, but its commands are not always absolute, nor are they common.
Rather, conscience orders differ in accordance with the degree of the perfection

status of people. Some do good things in order
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.to do their duties. Some others do this to enjoy benefits and to avoid losses

An example will make the point clear: suppose a shrewd person, having a knife in his
hand, asks a person for another person's location. If the former tells the truth, then
the latter's life will be in definite danger, Is the command of conscience absolute here

[as Kant puts it, or is it better to tell an expedient lie?[54

c) If the carrying out of one's duties equals man's perfection in spirit, then this will lead
to his prosperity as well. Separating these two is not right unless we translate

[prosperity as sensual pleasure.[55

.d) Kant considers goodness subordinate to duty

But the reverse is true when we see that Allah orders the doing of justice and the
:doing of good and forbids evil

[56 " ] یغبَلاو رِِکَنمُلاو  ءِاشَحفَلا  نعَ  یهنیَو  یبرقُلا  يذ  ءِاتیِاو  نِاسحلإاو  لِدعَلاب  رُمای  هللا  َّنِا  "

Surely Allah enjoins the doing of justice and the doing of good (to others) and the
.giving to the kindred, and He forbids indecency and evil and rebellion

:In other cases Allah commands people to do good things

[57 " ] هاکَّزلا ءِاتیإِو  تِاولصَلا  مَاقِاو  تِاریخَلا  لَْعِف  مهِیَلِا  انیحَواَوَ  "

We revealed to them the doing of good and the keeping up of prayer and the giving“
.” of the alms

As Allama in his Tafsirolmizan and Motahari have said the prior to duty" Justice,
sacrifice and evil and the nasty nature of being evil and the good aspect of doing good

[have been revealed by God.[58

For further defects of Kant's view we refer you to
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.other works in the literature

Keeping One's interests with regards to keeping others' interests - 7

Most materialists such as Russell are of the view that man has cunningly discovered
that if he behaves kindly towards others, he will be treated in the same way by others.
If he steals the neighbor's cow, for instance, his cows might get stolen later; and if he
tells lies, he will hear lies ten times over. Thus, in order to protect himself, man
decided to do good to others and to avoid doing harmful deeds. That is why man
learned to obey rules.[59] Thus, the criterion for ethical acts, according to this view, is
the keeping of one's interests besides the keeping of others' interests. In other words,

[it means to bring man's selfish desires under the control of education.[60

:This notion, however, entails many defects among which are the following

a) It takes away the ethics from its innate sacredness and surrounds it with
.individual's interests

But as we have seen before, the spiritual characteristics are beyond this kind of
.considerations

b) According to this view, if a person had such a power as to be safe from the ethical
harms of wrong – doers, there would not exist any agent to control his bad – tempers
and his far – reaching wisdom would not create any impediment on his bad – temper.
Only when the two sides have equal power can the wisdom entice them to do good.
Regarding this, Motahari writes, "If Nixon is sitting in front of Brejenev, both of whom

have equal powers, they could be considered ethical
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.individuals

One thinks why he should throw bomb on the other when the latter has got the same
power. But if Nixon is confronted with Viet Kongs, who are weak and vulnerable, there

[will be no force to stop Nixon from attacking them.[61

c) In the present hypothesis, the eternal nature of self (soul) and the life hereafter is
.not included

d) What is the criterion for the ethical act which satisfies the interests of both
individual and the community? Neither is wisdom to recognize the ethical act, nor

.conscience can do this job

.In this view, then, the ethical act does not have any reliable criterion

The philosophy of Ethics from the viewpoint of Freud-8

Contrary to the belief of the Islamic and non- Islamic scholars who contend that man
is born with innate capacity to evaluate good from bad and in this process the innate
inspiration helps him out of hardships, Freud rejects these innate capacities believing
that social environment alone is responsible for the establishments of these
sensations, perceptions and human character. He writes, "The child imitates the
.parents' ethical criteria, such as the dichotomy of bad/ good and piety/ wrong – doing

.The superego "I"[62] is the result of this absorption

It represents values, tribal beliefs and social ideals which the child has received from
its parents. Other social factors which influence the superego "I" include teachers,
priests, police or whoever stands above the child in the society. These factors,

[however, influence the child much less then the parents.[63

In many people, ethics might manifest itself in the form of "the superego "I". That is
,to say

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 52 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


it might severely control the individual. But this is not the result of innate – ethical
.conscience

Rather, it is the result of educational – ethical conscience, which reflects the
prohibitive reactions of our great – grand fathers. This "I" is greatly under the
influence of one factor, which is the child's need for parental love. The child assumes

[that if it disobeys the parents, it will be deprived of this badly – needed affection."[64

In this regard, Freud firmly states: "The ethical conscience is nothing else than a social
spur. Ethical conscience does not represent an innate act of man's inner – being;

[rather, it is a simple introspection of social prohibition."[65

In Freud's view, neither in man's history nor in the individual's history has the been
the primitive concept of good or bad. These concepts stem soly from outside of man,

." i.e., in his social context

The important criticism, which can be leveled at Freud's Ideas, is that the advantages
and favors of ethics are not based on a reliable and sacred principle. How is a child

?expected to do right when it is offered unfounded and improper education

If the good and bad acts did not stem from man's spirit, how could we persuade
?people in the right direction and inhibit them from doing wrong

Freud believes that this is done by man's wisdom. Since the Divine Sharia, in Freud's
ideas, does not protect man's wisdom and since education is different in individuals
and since "the superego I" results from this differing education, how can man attain

the
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?supreme moral conducts and shun nasty behaviors

The communist View on the Philosophy of Ethics - 9

In the eyes of communists, ethics as well as sciences, philosophy, arts and law and
.other influential social factors depend heavily on economics and production means

The slavery, feudalism and capitalism each had its specific characteristics which were
doomed as failure in subsequent periods. At the rule of communists, there is a special
ethics dominating the society. For instance, extortion, hegemony, theft, confiscation
and hurting people all belong to the era of agriculture, feudalism and capitalism. All
these are gone away with at the time of proletariat and communism, Then it is

.claimed that these are substituted for by justice, equality and freedom

However, in the communistic system, an act is considered ethical if it can boost the
development of the society and can advance the society from the agricultural,
feudalistic and capitalistic stage towards the communist state. Thus, if providing the
hungry people with food and supplying the naked men with clothing and the curing of
the sick all cause the communistic revolution to halt, then these acts are unethical. On
the other hand, if not stopping tyranny and not bridging the gaps between people
make the revolution to be successful, then these acts are considered ethical and

!appropriate

The communists believe that

" ءيدابملا رربَُت  تایاغلا  "

"The objective justifies the means"

:Since the communism relies on principles such as the following

.a) The principles of dialectic materialism

.b) Historical materialism

.c) Historical determinism
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.d) Economics as the underlying structure

.e) The notion that all revolutions are heading toward socialism

f) The idea that the society is the base and
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.everything should be sacrificed

g) The notion that everything is dependant upon the production means even beliefs
.and moral affairs

And since each one of the above principles has been found wrong, there is no room
left for an act to be ethical, especially if it is of compulsory nature.[66] The
disintegration of the communistic society and the misery that such a system has
forced on millions of people are clear clues to the unfounded nature of the

.communism system

Thus, the claim that the criterion for an ethical act should be its impetus to make the
process of communism smooth and easy is completely unfounded and ridiculous. This

[is clearly shown by the disintegration of the communistic states at our time.[67

The Relativity of Ethics in Hegel's view - 10.1

Hegel, like communists, is of the opinion that society is always in progress and
evolving. He assigns some features to each epoch and believes these features are

.revealed through the spirit of time

However, some features and temperaments, such as chastity and restricted relations
of men and women could be considered good at a specific era of time, such as at the
agricultural age, but may be considered improper at another age, such as the age of

.automation

:Of course, this notion suffers from other drawbacks as well

a) Is every society heading towards perfection? Societies, like vegetation, sometimes
.progress and at times deteriorate

b) What is meant by "the spirit of time"? Who has discovered it? How do we know that
?these changing features are caused by the spirit of time

c) Who has
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?said that chastity was good at one time but bad now

d) Who can consider some human traits such as justice, sacrifice and generosity good
[at one time but bad at other time?[68

Thus, how is it feasible that, on the basis of an imaginary item called "the spirit of
time", we should consider ethics a relative thing when we are aware that it has a deep

?root in man's innate – being

Sartre's View - 10.2

Sartre, who evaluates everything on the basis of personal option, says: there is no
criterion for the ethical nature of an act outside man's existence. He, as well, believes
in the relativity of ethics. He states: anybody who chooses an act assumes that his
choice is good. And if another person chooses another act as good, then he has the
right choice, Thus, an ethical act differs in the opinion of different people. Therefore,

.in this view, the criterion for an ethical act is the chooser and nothing else

This view is wrong, however, since the chooser has selected an act because he has
preferred it over other acts But do other people also believe that his choice was the

?best

.A murderer, a thief and a tormenter have, in fact, some rationale for their actions

[But having these preferences will not justify their wrong-doings.[69

A Summary of the 10 views: A conclusion

Each one of the views on the philosophy of ethics mentioned above, dealt with some
facts, but ignored others. A survey of these views shows that if ethics were not based

on the guidance of prophets and Imams, it would definitely
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lead to people’s misery instead of their prosperity. How could schools whose criteria
for ethical acts are "instant pleasure", "personal interests", "the spirit of time",
"personal selection" and "economics and social evolution" lead man towards

?prosperity, sacrifice, honesty, philosophy and chastity

Nowadays we witness an increase in wrong-doings, homicides, suicides and
corruption in the world, especially in the west; sexual assault to children by close

.relatives is increasing and 95 percent of people are suffering from tensions

The statesmen in these communities complain about the situation. Man has been
.placed in this plight because of the lack of right criteria of ethics

Some time ago Regan, the previous president of the United States, in a conference,
talked about the horrible increase in murders in the United States: he said the number

.of victims of murder is beyond 23,000 a year

Regan added crimes hurt one third of the families in the United States and the loss in
.money is about eight billion and eight million dollars

Regan confessed that in the United States one person is killed every 30 minutes and
.nine women are sexually assaulted

In the same amount of time 67 persons fall prey to theft, 97 persons are subject to
.assault and 389 houses are prone to the armed robbery

He said: syndicated crimes done by corrupt statesmen are scandalous for the United
[States.[70

More recently, the newspaper France ce soir in Paris has reported the number of
crimes in France during the year 1989 as four million, 297 thousand and 123, which

shows an increase of 7 percent over
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(. the previous year (1988

The same newspaper reports the number of crimes during the first quarter of 1989
.has been more than 580,000

Now more than one billion of the world populations suffer from poverty and
malnutrition and shortage of medicines. There are, however, billions of dollars spent

.for military purposes

These are just small samples of disorders which are inflicted upon those layers of the
world population who are exposed to corrupt schools of thought either in ethics, or in
education, or in politics, or in economics or in other social affairs. For a complete

[picture of the disasters we should refer to relevant books and sources.[71

The bases and principles of ethics and education in islam

Against the different schools which have dealt with the philosophy of ethics and
education, Islam, too, has offered specific principles and bases. To study these
principles one is referred to the Qur’an, tradition, and books on ethics and Hadith,.

:However, a summary of these principles will suffice here

Man possesses a specific ability for material and spiritual growth. The flourishing of
.this growth in all phases is possible only in the worshiping God and asking for His help

However, the Islamic ethics and education are based on monotheism, resurrection,
the existence of spirit and its ever-lasting status after death and a preference for
spiritual pleasures over material ones. The Islamic ethics and education will
emphasize on any action which will help man attain his exultance (which is to have
sacred beliefs and proper behaviors) and manifest all his spiritual and material

abilities and all his personal and social capabilities. In contrast, any
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.act which hinders his growth is prohibited by the Islamic ethical education

One of the characteristics of the Islamic ethics and education is that they have root in
human innate nature. Islam invites people to monotheism, to resurrection, to justice,
to piety and to worship. This is because all of these traits stem from his nature. And

:Ibn Athir in Annahaya defines "fetrat" or nature as

لُدِعیَ امَّنِاو  اهرِیغَ  یلِا  اهقرِافُی  مَلو  اهِموزُُل  یلع  َّرمَتَـسلا  اهیلَعَ  كَرُِت  ولف  نِیِّدلا  لِوبقَِل  ئیهتمُلا  عِبطَلاو  هِلَبجِلا  نَِم  عٍوَن  یلع  دَُـلوُی  هَُّنِا  "
[72 "] دیلقتلاو رِشَبَلا  تِافآ  نِم  هفلآ  لُدِعیَ  نمَ  هُنعَ 

Man is created with such state of nature that he is prone to accept religion. If he is let“
free, he will go the right way. Any disruption is because of faulty education and blind

.” imitation, or else the natural tendency is toward religion

:The famous Hadith which ibn al-Athir delves on is the following

[73 "] هِِنارِّصنَُیو هِِنادَوِهَُی  هُاوَباَ  نَوکُیَ  یتح  هِرَطفِلا  یلع  دَُلوُی  دٍوُلومَ  ُّلکُ  "

Every child is born with the monotheistic nature except that later his parents turn him“
.” a Jew or a Christian

:The following sacred verse, too, emphasizes the same thing

[74 "] مُِّیقَْلا نُیِّدلا  کَِلذَ  هَِّللا  قِْلخَِل  لَیدِْبتَ  اَل  اهَْیلَعَ  سَاَّنلا  رَطَفَ  یِتَّلا  هَِّللا  هَرَطِْف  افًیِنحَ  نِیِّدلِل  کَهَجْوَ  مِْقأَفَ  "

Then set your face upright for religion in the right state-the nature made by Allah in"
which He has made men; there is no altering of Allah's creation; that is the right

"religion

One of the characteristics of the Islamic ethics and education is that they are based
on science, wisdom and logic and not on ignorance, superstition
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.and following by imitation

The objective of the Islamic ethics and education is to purify man's soul and spirit so
that he can make use of all the means that he has at his disposal and in this way could

". reach the title "God's substitute on the earth" and "To meet God

And since the justification of these principles, traits and aims is only possible in the
light or Qur’an, Tradition and all-pervasive researches in the life- giving school of
Islam, therefore the details could be reached only by referring to the above –
mentioned sources.[75] I have selected the treatise of Imam Ali (s) which is written for

.his son as a good sample

…A historic and life-giving letter

A historic and life-giving letter from a unique father for his progressing son

Although many individuals have written historic letters to their children at specific
times and for the education of their beloved ones,[76] so far as I can tell no letter ever
has been so inclusive and so erudite as that written by Imam Ali (s) to his son Hassan
(s) at a location called Hazerin and after giving up Seffein.[77] At this trip Hassan (s)

(. was with Imam Ali(s

This historic letter, which is reported by both Shia and sunni scholars, among whom is
Sharif Razi who has reported it in letter 31 of NahjolBalagha with a little change in
details, is accepted with such a level of admiration that the sunni famous scholar Abu
Ahmad Hassan Ibn Aabdollah Ibn Asgari, sheikh Seddugh's teacher, has reported it in

its entirety in his book called Al Zawajer we Al-Mawaez and says about it, "If you
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can find a piece of practical philosophy which should by written in gold, it is this erudite
treatise written by Imam Ali(s) in which all chapters of this science and the ways to
attain this science, and the ways to arrive at the advantages of ethics and the
methods to attain prosperity and the ways to escape pitfalls and how to arrive at the
highest degree of exultance are expressed by employing the best kinds of phrases

[and words."[78

The interesting point is that Allama Seyyid Hassan Sadr in his erudite book called
Ta'sis Al-shieh writes, "The first person who has written on Islamic ethics and
education is Imam Ali(s), who wrote this treatise upon the arrival from Seffein. He
wrote it for his son Imam Hassan(s). Our scholars have narrated it through different
media. Among these scholars are Koleini, who has reported it in his book called Al-

[Rasael and Sharif Razi, who has reported it in his book Nahjol Balagha".[79

For this reason we have called the present book "the first treatise on Islamic Ethics
and Education" and have selected it as the best Islamic principle on education and the

.best source for Islamic ethics

As it is understood from the text and will be clear in the subsequent chapters, Imam
Ali(s) does not only have his son in view, but he considers the parents' duties as a

[whole and a man's duties at different walks of life.[80

Therefore, this treatise could be the best guide for ethical issues and a good guideline
,for life. For this reason
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I have chosen it as the axis of my discussions. I will report the Islamic ethics and
.education as Imam Ali (s) has in mind

The principles and issues of this treatise

Since this treatise includes the factors of man's progress and development, either
from the moral aspect or from the viewpoints of politico-social phase, it could not be

:studied only from one angle. The principles included in this treatise are

Only man has got the ability of getting complete education; beasts have this ability ( 1
.to a limited degree

.The best time for education is the childhood ( 2

.The father's responsibility in educating the children is more than any body else ( 3

.There are clear reasons which prove the monotheism and God's power ( 4

Life does not depend on this world alone; the hereafter exists and we should ( 5
.prepare provisions for that day

Islam is based on the interests and losses of the society and is the most inclusive ( 6
.religion

The best capital is piety and carrying on the ways of the pious ancestors, i.e., the ( 7
.prophets and Imams

.The best shelter in the ups and downs of life is Allah ( 8

.Saying prayers and involving in penitence are significant ( 9

Man is created free; he is not allowed to make a slave out of himself; he should ( 10
.keep on his magnanimity at all times

Not every wish could be granted; thus, we should engage ourselves with the ( 11
.noblest ones
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One of the factors which build up a man's personality is the study of good and bad ( 12
.fates of nations of the past

A man should make ( 13
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his soul (self) a criterion between he himself and others; what he considers improper
.he should not consider proper for others

The relation of man with his family, government, and his responsibilities and tasks ( 14
.bestowed upon him

.The ways of self-construction ( 15

.The principles of friendship and its limits ( 16

In order to guide the society and to stop deviations, a man should make use of ( 17
.giving advice

.Women's rights and status, without going to extremes ( 18

.Accepting responsibilities and observing the principle of management ( 19

.This world is the home of pains and tortures ( 20

.Thinking in religion and making use of useful knowledge ( 21

.Experiencing and making use of the good experiences ( 22

.Being kind with friends and tolerating the foes ( 23

.More than one hundred other useful pieces of advice ( 24

Documents for this treatise

Many Islamic scholars, prior to Seyyid ar-Radhiy, have reported this treatise in their
.books

:Among these books are the following

(. Mohammad Ibn Ya'qub al-Koleini in his book al-Rasa'il (died 328 AH . 1

Hassan Ibn Abdollah Ibn Sa'eed al-Asgary, the teacher of Sheikh as-Saduq, in the . 2
(. book Alzawajer wa Al-Mawaez (died in 3rd century AH
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(. Ibn Abd Rabbeh in the book al-Aqd al-Farid, Vol 3, PP 155-156 (death 328 AH . 3

Sheikh as-Saduq in the book called Man la yahzaruhu Alfaqih, Vol 3, p 362, Vol 4, page . 4
(. 275 (death 380 AH

(. Ibn Sho'be Harrani in the book called Tohafol Oqul, PP 52-96 (death 380 AH . 5

(. Allama al-Barqi in the book al-Mahasen (died 274 AH . 6

(. Ibn Moskuye in the book al-Hekma al-Khaledah (died 421 AH . 7

Sheikh al-Mofid in the book Amali wa Ershad (died . 8
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(. AH 413

After Seyyid ar-Radhiy, many scholars have reported either the treatise in its entirety
.or parts of it in their books

:Among these scholars are

(. Seyyid Ibn Tawoos, in the book Kashf al-Mohajja (died 664 AH . 1

(. Meydany in the book Majmao'l Amthal, Vol.1 (died 518 AH . 2

(. Mohammad Ibn Yusof az-Zarandi in the book Deralsmatin (died 750 AH . 3

(. Qazi Qaza'I in the book Dastur Ma'alem Al-Hekam (died 454 AH . 4

(. Molla Mohsen Feiz in the book Wafi, Vol.1, (died 1091 AH . 5

.Al-Mottaqi al-Hindi in Kanzul Ommal, Vol. 8 . 6

(. Sheikh Horr A'meli in Wasael, Vol. 8, (died 1104 AH . 7

(. Sheikh Weram in Tanbihel Khawater (died 605 AH . 8

(. Kerajeky in Kanzol Fawaid (died 449 AH . 9

(. Al-Aamudi in Qerarol Hekam (died 588 AH . 10

[Al-Majlisi in Beharul Anwar Vol. 74 P. 1- 4.[81 . 11

Translations and Descriptions Used in this Book

As we know, scholars have reported a lot of translations and descriptions for Nahjol
.Balagha

[The number varies from 100 to 200 books which refer specifically to this letter.[82

:I have made the best use out of the following translations and descriptions

;Sharh Nahjol Balagha by Ibn Meytham . 1
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;Sharh Nahjol Balagha by Ibn Abi Al-Hadid . 2

;Sharh Nahjol Balagha by Muhammad Abdah . 3

.Sharh Nahjoul Balagha by ar-Rawandi . 4

.Masader Nahjol Balagha by Seyyid Abdol Zahra Hossini . 5

.Sharh Nahjol Balagha by mirza Mohammad Baqir Nawab Lahiji . 6

.Nahjol Balagha by Dr. Sobhi as-Salih . 7

The Translation and Sharh of Nahjol Balagha by Mohammad Ja'far Imami and . 8
.Mohammad Reza Ashtyani, supervised by Ayatollah Makarm Shirazi

.The Translation and Sharh of Nahjol-Balagha by Seyyid Ali Naqi Feizol Islam . 9

.The translation of Nahjol Balagha by Dr. Seyyid Ja'far Shahidi . 10

.11
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A Complementizer of Sharh Nahjol Balagha by Allama Khu'iy, written by Allama
.Kamar'ee

How the Present Book Got Published

As we know, the Islamic Revolution of Iran was based on the intelligence of our
nation. Through the Imam Khomeini's guidelines, and the sessions on the exposition
of Qur’an and Nahjol Balagha, and religious sermons, our nation had reached such a
stage of knowledge that they could not accept any type of government except the
Islamic state based on willayat al-Faqeeh. In order to implement this government,

.our nation suffered a lot

But after the revolution, our scholars got involved in the administrative activities and
our revolutionary children got busy in fight against our internal and external enemies

.and could not carry on their main tasks, which were cultural activities

However, our enemies spread corruption and this led to the worries of our leader,
.Ayatollah Khamenei. He continuously warned people against these dormant dangers

This writer, who has been busy carrying out cultural activities, such as the expository
classes for Qur’an and Nahjol Balagha, once again felt that it was better for him to go
back to the publication of religious books. I decided to lower the amount of
administrative activities. Thus, when the second Majlis term was ended, I did not want
to be a representative for Majlis any more. I decided to let that place be occupied by
those who want it, and the number of these people is not low, and spend my time on
cultural affairs – in this area there are not many experts, however. On the one hand, I
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started writing book such as Elm-e Hadith, which was published in 3 and a half years,
and on the other hand I got involved in teaching position in the university. One of
these latter activities was the teaching of Nahjol Balagha which is still going on. Up to
now more than 170 lessons of it have been broadcast from Gilan province Radio (0n
Thursday nights) and has got many listeners, One of these listeners was a pilot who
was a prisoner in Iraqi's prison, when he came back to Iran together with a huge
group of freed-soldiers, he said, "there were 80 of us in a prisoner- of – war camp. We

used to listen to your lessons on Nahjol Balagha. We enjoyed listening to those
." lessons. By reproducing them, we enriched the camp greatly

Among those lessons, was the present historic letter by Imam Ali(s) to his son Imam
Hassan(s), one portion of which was published in the magazine "the growth of the
teaching of Islamic knowledge" and other publications. Then it was edited and

.became the present book

I hope it will be satisfactory to Amirol Mo'menin Imam Ali(s) and through his blessings
.it will be an asset for me in the Hereafter, Amen

Farwardin 1371, Lahijan – Zeinolabedin Ghorbani

(A Description of Imam Ali's will to his son Imam Hassan (s

1

میحرلا نمحرلا  هللا  مسب 

یلا ادـغ ، اهنع  نَعِاظلاو  یتومَلا ، نَکِاسمَ  نکاسلا  ایندُـلل ، ِّماذـلا  رهَّدـلل ، مُلـستسملا  رِمُعُلا ، رِِبدْمـُلا  نِامزَلل ، ِّرقمُلا  نِافلا ، دِِـلاولا  نَِم  "

رَجاتو ایندـلا ، دَـبعو  بئاصملا ، هََّیمرَو  ماَّیلاا ، هَنیهرو  ماقـسلاا ، ضَرَغَ  کَلَهَ ، دـق  نمَ  لَیبس  کُلاسلا  كُرَِدُـی ، ـلاام  لِّمؤملا  دوُلومَلا 
، مومهلا فَیلحو  توملا ، رَیساو  ایانملا ، مَیرغو  رورغُلا ،
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" تاوملأا هَفَیلخَو  تاوهشلا ، عَِیرصَو  تافلآا ، بَِصَْنو  نازحلاا ، نَیرقَو 

It is from a mortal father, who recognizes the tricks of the time, whose life will pass“
away, who surrenders to the world events, who reproaches the world, who dwells in
the homes of the dead, which he would leave it the following day, To a son, replete
with wishes, who would never attain his dreams, who follows the path in which many
a man has already been destroyed, who is prone to diseases and sickness, who is a
slave in the hands of the world, who is the target for the arrows of misery, who is a
slave to the world, who is enslaved to pride, who is a loser and who is a prey to death,
who is next to pains, grief’s and disasters and who has given up to lusts and who is the

.substitute for the dead

Description 1

Description 1

In order to prepare the reader for the later guide-lines, Imam Ali(s) has used seven
attributes for himself and fourteen adjectives for his son, every one of which could
warn the wandering souls and bring them back to reality; the secret behind the
difference in the number of attributes used in this letter lies in the age of the reader

[as well as in the ups and downs that he would encounter in the subsequent years.[83

Now we will discuss those seven attributes which Imam Ali(s) employs for himself but
are inclusive and involve all parents. These attributes show the degree of indifference

that people have shown to
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:that ; and he uses them indicating a lot of pains. Now, here are the attributes

 ( نافلا دلاولا  نم  ) From a Mortal Father - 1

It is a fact that anything created is imperishable; this is especially true in the case of
man, who, according to rational and narrative reasoning is created to stay and to be

.ever lasting and not to be mortal

" راد یلِا  رٍاد  نِْم  نولقَنُت  امناو  ءاقبِل  مُتقِلخُ  لب  ءٍانفَِل  مُتقلخُ  ام  (ص :) هللا لوسر  لاق  "

Said the prophet (s): “You have not been created to perish but to remain. You only
[move from a world to another”.[84

But with no doubt, the creatures, with the passage of time, will lose their superficial
appearances and their bodies will disintegrate, this superficial disintegration is
referred to as destruction or mortality. This fact is mentioned in the Holy Qur’an in the

:following manner

[85 "] مارکلإاو لِلاجَلا  وذ  کَِّبرَ  هُجو  یقبیو  نٍاف  اهیلَعَ  نْمَ  ُّلکُ  "

Everyone on it must pass away. And there will endure for ever the person of your"
." lord, the lord of glory and honor

And in the Surah of Qesas, verse 88, this notion is taken care of with the word
": "destruction

" نَوعُجَرُْت هِْیَلإِوَ  مُکْحُْلا  هَُل  هُهَجْوَ  اَّلإِ  کٌِلاهَ  ءٍیْشَ  ُّلکُ  وَهُ  اَّلإِ  هََلإِ  اَل  رَخَآ  اهًَلإِ  هَِّللا  عَمَ  عُدْتَ  اَلوَ  "

And call not with Allah any other god: there is no god but He; every thing is perishable"
[. but He; His is the judgment, and to him you shall be brought back [Qur’an 28:88

Thus, Imam Ali(s) in the expression “from the mortal father” emphasizes that he, too,
like every other creature will change superficially and will move from
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one state into another. The only thing from him which remains is his spiritual,
[heavenly aspect, the eternal nature of which is emphasized in Qur’an.[86

No doubt, a belief in the lack of stability in the world will stop people from indulging in
false pride and negligence. And this is a constructive alert for all those who desire to

.be the followers of that Imam

( نامزلل رقملا   ) Admitting the tricks of the world - 2

Although man is capable of dominating the earth and the time, and God has made him
,a dominant factor over all creation

" ضِرْأَْلا یِف  امَوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  امَ  مْکَُل  رََّخسَ  هََّللا  َّنأَ  اوْرَتَ  مَْلأَ  "

Do you not see that Allah has made what is in the heavens and what is in the earth“
[subservient to you?”[87

.He is a vulnerable and weak creature, a victim to the system of the truth

" دُیمِحَْلا ُّیِنغَْلا  وَهُ  هَُّللاوَ  هَِّللا  یَلإِ  ءُارَقَفُْلا  مُْتْنأَ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ  "

O men! You are they who stand in need of Allah, and Allah is He who is the self-“
[sufficient, the praised one.”[88

It is a fact that man can struggle with the nature and disease factors and microbes,
and can bring the natural disasters under control and can, in this way, lower the rate
of casualties and increase life expectancy, but it is also the case that he can over
power everything. He is born to the world without his consent and lives his childhood
and youth without knowing what his sight starts failing, his memory does not function
properly, his ears become hard of hearing. His stamina dwindles and loses the power

to move
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around. He finally arrives at a stage of being senile.[89] This is the dominance of time
over us and our submission towards it to which Imam Ali (s) in this sentence and in the
fourth sentence confesses. This is because, when Imam Ali(s) was writing this
treatise, he was more than 60 years of age. At this age a man clearly recognizes his

.weaknesses and the predominance of the time

:Nizami (the Iranian poet) says

;The vigor of life is up to the forty

;When forty has passed, your limbs disintegrate

,After the age fifty, your health goes away

;Your eyes weaken and your legs become unstable

,When sixty arrives, your body deteriorates

;When seventy arrives you are sexually important

,When you are eighty or ninety

;You would suffer a lot

,And if you ever become one hundred

;It would be death in the form of life

,When gray hair is seen among your hairs

;It is a clue to hopelessness

,You have inserted cotton in your ears

.And you are unwilling to take it out

:Another poet says
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,Under this blue dome

;I have lived for sixty years

,When one year passes

;I always regret the pleasures of the last one

.I am surprised at the turning of the world

;Which took away from me everything that it had given me

,My knees and my arms became feeble

;My cheeks and my hairs lost their color

,I lost my strength and

;I lost my teeth one by one

,What is left behind and is heavy

;Is the amount of my wrong - doings and desires

.The Caravan bells warn us to leave

;And the fellow travelers are on the way

I regret that I don’t
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;have a good record of good deeds

;The provision is small but journey is long

,The weight of my sins is too heavy

;Even the mountain looks small compared with my sins

,O God! My sins compared with your forgiveness

;Are like straw in front of a torrential flood

,If your grace did not assist me

:And if your merits did not include me

,I would end up in the hell

;Having a miserable status

,I am an ignorant creature, ashamed of my sins

;I am plunged into the sea of sins

,You are the merciful creator, you are self-sufficient

.you are unique and you are the forgiver

:Ayyadh Ibn Ghanam and Harun

When Harun Al-Rashid was heading for Mecca, he went to the house of Ayyadh Ibn
Ghanam, a pious Gnostic, at medina, and asked him for some advice. Harun asked for
some water. Ayyadh ordered the servants to bring him some water in an earthen pot.
Then Ayyadh asked Harun: "suppose you were thirsty and you were in a desert and
somebody offered you a glass of water on condition that you would give him half of

?" your country, what would you do

"Harun answered, "I would do what he asks for
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Then Ayyadh said: "Suppose you drank the water but you could not urinate. And
?" suppose a doctor asked the other half of the country to heal you. Would you accept

." Harun answered, "I would do so

”. Then Ayyadh said: "This is my advice

Life with all its deceitful looks depends on drinking water and then get rid of it in the
.form of urination

These two abilities are given to us free
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.and we are feeble and fatal. We do not have to be haughty

.All we have to do is to obey Allah's commands

( ( رمعلا ربدملا   Passing away - 3

Life is a precious commodity at man's disposal; it could be used in a profitable bargain
or in a hazardous one. It is amazing that people lose it very easily but are jealous
towards the wealth of the rich. The great Prophet of Islam (s) told Abuzar, giving him a

:piece of advice

" كرِانید کَمِهَردِ و  یلع  کنم  َّحشا  كرِمعُ  یلع  نکُ  "

[Show more jealousy towards your life than toward your dirham and dinar"[90"

We should notice that any breath we inhale is a step towards our graves. Then, why
shouldn't we use our breaths in the direction of doing good deeds and why shouldn't

?we avoid committing sins and indulging in far-fetching desires

:Imam Ali (s) has stated, regarding this

" هلمأ رصق  هلَمَعَ و  ردابف  هلجأ  یلا  هُاطخُ  هسُفََن  نا  مَِلعَ  ءًرما  هللا  مَحِرَ  "

May God bless the person who recognizes that each one of his breaths is a step"
toward his death and, therefore, tries to perform good deeds and to shorten his

[desires".[91

:Imam Ali (s) has stated as well

" امَهُنِم ذخُفَ  کَنِم  نِاذَخُأیوَ  امَهِیِف  لمَعافَ  کَیِف  نِلامَعیَ  رَاهَّنلاوَ  لَیلَّلا  َّنِا  "

Day and night tire you out; you, too, tire them out. They ask you for their right; you,“
[too, ask them for your right."[92

Of course, if our life is spent for God, it is a big asset and a profitable bargain; or else,
death is better. Imam Ali Ibn Hossein (s) in the prayer of Makarem Alakhlagh asks
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:God

مَکِحتَسیَ وا  َّیلِا  کَتَقمَ  قَِبتَـستَ  ناَ  لَبقَ  کَیَلِا  یِنـضِبقاف  نِاطَیشـَلِل  اًعتَرمَ  يرِمعُ  نَاکَ  اذاِف  کَِتعَاطَ  یف  هًَلذُِب  يرِمعُ  نَاکَ  امَ  یِل  رمّعَو  "

" َّیلعَ

O God, please endow upon me such a life as I could spend it for you. If my life is the"
pasture for the Satan, please bring death upon me prior to your hardships engulf me

[or be the subject of your wrath."[93

Since Imam Ali(s) was older than Sixty at the time of writing this treatise, by using the
expression he wishes to warn us that we should have done lots of good deeds prior to
the age of sixty. This is because, as the God's Prophet (s) has said, A man will not have

." any excuse in such cases

ءُانَباَ مکَُل ، رَذعـُ  بِاسحِلا لا  یلِا  اوُّمِلهَ  نِیتِّسلا  ءُانَباَ  مُترَّخأ ، اذَامَو  مُتمَّدقـَ  اذَامَ  نِیسـِمْخَلا  ءُانَباَ  هُدُاصَحَ ، اَندَ  دقـَ  عٌرزَ  نیعَِبرـلأا  ءُانـَباَ  "

" یتَومَلا نَِم  مکُسَفُناَ  اوُّدعُ  نِیعِْبسَلا 

The forty-years old are like a field whose time of harvest has come; for the fifty-“
years old what is important is what they have sent and what they have kept; for the
sixty-years old this is the course of action: come to account for what you have done;
no excuse is accepted; for the seventy-years old the course of action is: you are no

[longer alive."[94

But it is much to be regretted that, except for the Prophet and a few vigilant
.individuals, we do not know the significance of this great asset

:Imam (s) has stated in this regard

" قیِّدصِ وا  ٌّیِبَن  لاِّا  هِرِمعُ  نِم  یَقَِب  امَ  رَدقَ  فُرِعیَ  "لا 

No one“
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[knows the value of the remainder of his life save a prophet or a truthful believer.”[95

:Some Pieces of Poetry

:One day, a young man asked an old man

;How is your life with your old age

,He answered: there is something ambiguous in this letter

;Whose meaning you will know only at the old age

,You had better tell me of your strength

;Why are you asking me about my weaknesses

,Keep your youth, since this beloved bird

;Will not stay in this bony cage for long

,The asset which I lost so easily

;You should keep it if you can

,The more I showed rebellion

;The more rebellion showed me the world

,When I lost my capital, I was left with nothing

;Since it is funny to engage in bargain with no capital

,The thief world robbed me of my treasure

.When I was asleep at the time of vigilance

,I lost my life with no benefit or loss

;See how I lost such a precious thing
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,I spent it one day at the flower side in the spring

;The other day, I spent it, mourning over the faded flower

;It is a pity that my youth

;Passed away as do spring winds and the flowing river

,This land is the resting-place of the martyrs

;Take your time, observing it carefully

,Count the years you've already lost

;Do not sit counting the months of Capricorn, Scorpio and Gemini

,The dawn caravan is far away yet

;There should be a candle in this dark night

,O friend, while you are in power

;Provide the needy with what they want

,We pretended to be teachers for others

.While we did not recognize A from B

A burnt wood could
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,not be used as a guide candle

;We should burn a light which gives out light

,Do not waste the time treasure so easily

;Since this precious jewel has got a price

,Parvin will not waste the dear life

.Since she has her wisdom as her guide

( ( رهدلل ملستسملا  A Surrenderer to the World Events - 4

Sometimes a man acknowledges the enemy's superiority, but he is unwilling to
.surrender

But sometimes he does not have any other option than surrender. Imam (s)
confessed to the power of the world in his expression "admitting the tricks of the
world," but he was unwilling to surrender. But when he carefully obserced the

. .. demolishing events in the world, he surrendered.0

However, what is meant by "the power of the world" might be the hardships and
troubles which people put on the way of justice and stop the progressive growth of
the society. This is what they did to Imam Ali (s) and forced him to stop the Seffein
Holy War. Imam Ali (s) then metaphorically attributed those in human acts to the

.world

:For instance, in the Sermon 32 of NahjolBalagha he metaphorically states

لُأسَن لاوَ  انَمِلعَ  امَِب  عُفِتَنَن  اًوّتعُ لا  هِیِف  مُِلاظَلا  دُادَزیَو  اًئیسـُِم  نُسِحمُلا  هِیِف  ُّدعـَُی  دٍونکَ  نٍمَزَ  دٍٍوُنعَ و  رٍهْدَ  یف  انَحبَـصا  دقـَ  اّنِا  ساّنلا  اـهُّیأ  "

" انِب َّلحِتَ  یّتحَ  هًعَرِاقَ  فَُّوخَتََن  لاوَ  انلهِجَ  اَّمعَ 

O people! We are living at a time of vengeance and blasphemy when a well-wisher is"
counted as a wrong – doer, and when a tyrant adds to his tyranny. We make no use of

our knowledge; we do not ask what we do not know. And we do
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." not fear the calamities and temptations until they have inflicted us

No doubt, the attribution of vengeance and blasphemy is to the people; or else the
.world itself could not be blasphemous

 ( ایندلل ماذلا  ) The Reproacher of the Life - 5

The Reproacher of the Life

The world consists of the sky, the earth, and the creatures. It houses the heavenly
bodies, mountains, deserts, plants, animals, and human beings together with the
man-made means and instruments, some of which are useful, others hazardous.
Since this world is near to us, it is to be distinguished from another world which we call

.hereafter

A question is raised here: which part of the present world is bad which incites Imam Ali
?(s) to call himself as "a reproached" of it

Some have assumed that this world, as a whole, including wives, children, houses,
mountains, deserts, the seas, the sky and the earth, is nasty and ugly. Therefore, a
wiseman should disregard the whole world and through sufferings he should spend

.his life

Of course, This kind of thinking stems from either a materialistic concept which
considers the world as absurd, or is based on dualism: the god of good things and the

!god of bad affairs. The latter has created all nasty things

The injustice, repressions and other social hardships may cause such pessimistic
.attitudes in people

But in the Islamic world-view, which is based on monotheism, nothing is bad in nature
and the world is not absurd. On the one hand the Holy Qur’an status that Allah has

.created the whole world flawless

" هُقَلَخَ ءٍیْشَ  َّلکُ  نَسَحْأَ  يذَِّلا  "
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[Who made good every thing that he has created”.[96“

يرَتَ امَ  "
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" تٍوُافَتَ نِْم  نِامَحَّْرلا  قِْلخَ  یِف 

[You see no incongruity in the creation of the Beneficent God”.[97“

.On the other hand, the Qur’an rejects the absurdity of the world

" نَیِبعِاَل امَهُنَْیَب  امَوَ  ضَرْأَْلاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  انَْقلَخَ  امَوَ  "

And we did not create the heavens and the earth and what is between them in sport”.“
[[98

" لاطاب امَهُنَْیَب  امَوَ  ضَرْأَْلاوَ  ءَامََّسلا  انَْقلَخَ  امَوَ  "

And We did not create the heaven and the earth and what is between them in vain”. “
[[99

The Qur’an considers every manifestation of the creation as signs indicating
monotheism.[100] God swears to these signs.[101] No doubt, an absurd thing can not be

,used as a reason for monotheism

Imam Ali (s) himself, in Hekma 131, severly rebukes anybody who reproaches the
.word

Thus, considering the world as a nasty thing does not coincide with the Islamic world-
view, with the Holy Qur’an and with Nahjolbalaqhe". We have, therefore, to find a

". better explanation for Imam Ali's expression "the reproached of the world

Some others have said, although the world as such is not bad, loving it is nasty. Imam
:Ali (s) has stated

[Showing love towards the world is the basis for all wrong – doings"[102"

Thus, Imam Ali (s) does not rebuke the world itself; rather, he reproaches a liking
towards it. But this explanation, too, does not seem to be true because a liking for
one's wife, children, possessions, houses, life social positions, which are

manifestations of the world, is an innate and natural phenomenon. God has bestowed
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upon man a liking for self, children, wife, life, and social status so that he could
automatically try to
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improve life and to reproduce off springs. If this innate apparatus were not built in
man, he would lose his hopes to live. Thus, how is it that this apparatus is based on

?some wisdom but the liking towards it is considered bad

This is especially important when we consider that Islam is a religion of innateness
.and not any command is issued contrary to it

" مُِّیقَْلا نُیِّدلا  کَِلذَ  هَِّللا  قِْلخَِل  لَیدِْبتَ  اَل  اهَْیلَعَ  سَاَّنلا  رَطَفَ  یِتَّلا  هَِّللا  هَرَطِْف  افًیِنحَ  نِیِّدلِل  کَهَجْوَ  مِْقأَفَ  "

Then set your face upright for religion in the right state the nature made by Allah in“
which He has made men, there is no altering of Allah creation; that is the right

[relighion”.[103

A Third Explanation

What is understood from the Holy Qur’an and Nahjol Balagha is this: Neither is the
world bad nor a liking toward it. Rather, an excessive reliance on it which could create
a deviation in justice and could turn the world as an aid rather than a means is

.considered improper

When the Holy Qur’an introduces the dwellers of hell and their characteristics, it
:emphasizes the same fact

[104  " ] نَوُلِفاغَ انَِتایَآ  نْعَ  مْهُ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  اهَِب  اوُّنأَمَطْاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلاِب  اوضُرَوَ  اَنءَاقَِل  نَوجُرْیَ  اَل  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  "

Surely those who do not hope in Our meeting and are pleased with this world's life"
and are content with it, and as we see the main feature of these dwellers of hell is
their extreme liking towards the world and their negligence towards rightfulness, and

justice. They have considered the world as an aim by itself and not as
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”. a means

The Holy Qur’an, as well, blames those people who prefer the materialistic world to
:God or to the prophet(s) or to the holy wars

اهََنوْضَرْتَ نُکِاسَمَوَ  اهَدَاسَکَ  نَوْشَخْتَ  هٌرَاجَِتوَ  اهَومُُتْفرَتَْقا  لٌاوَْمأَوَ  مْکُُترَیشـِعَوَ  مْکُجُاوَزْأَوَ  مْکُُناوَخْإِوَ  مْکُؤُانَْبأَوَ  مْکُؤُاَبآ  نَاکـَ  نْإِ  لُْـق  "

" نَیقِسِافَْلا مَوْقَْلا  يدِهْیَ  اَل  هَُّللاوَ  هِرِْمأَِب  هَُّللا  یَِتأْیَ  یَّتحَ  اوصَُّبرَتَفَ  هِِلیِبسَ  یِف  دٍاهَجِوَ  هِِلوسُرَوَ  هَِّللا  نِْم  مْکُْیَلإِ  َّبحَأَ 

Say: If your fathers and your sons and your brethren and your mates and your"
kinsfolk and property which you have acquired, and the slackness of trade which you
fear and dwellings which you like, are dearer to you than Allah and His Apostle and
striving in His way, then wait till Allah brings about His command: and Allah does not

[guide the transgressing people".[105

In this verse, too, the different materialistic aspects of this world, including
possession, children, brothers, wives and the like, are considered bad only if they

.intrude justice and rightfulness

As it is expressed in other verses, too, the world is not only good, but it is considered
.as an ornament and a bridge to victory

" الًمَأَ رٌْیخَوَ  اًباوََث  کَِّبرَ  دَْنعِ  رٌْیخَ  تُاحَِلاَّصلا  تُایَِقابَْلاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  هُنَیزِ  نَوُنبَْلاوَ  لُامَْلا  "

Wealth and children are an adornment of the life of this world; and the ever-abiding,“
[the good works, are better with your lord in reward and better in expectation”.[106

What is indecent is to consider the world as an aim. In this regard Allah commands the
(: Prophet (s

" مِْلعِْلا نِْم  مْهُغُلَْبمَ  کَِلذَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هَایَحَْلا  اَّلإِ  دْرُِی  مَْلوَ  اَنرِکْذِ  نْعَ  یَّلوَتَ  نْمَ  نْعَ  ضْرِعْأَفَ  "

Therefore, turn aside from him who turns his back upon"
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.our reminder and does not desire anything but this world's life

[This is their goal of knowledge".[107

Imam Ali (s), too, in Nahjol Balagha introduces those who are world-mongers, blaming
:them

[108 "] اضوع هللا  دنع  کتاممو  انمث  کسفنل  ایندلا  يرت  نأ  رجتملا  سئبلو  "

It is an awkward business to sell one's self to the world and to select this world
”. instead of God's consent in the other world

Thus, as we have already noticed if man enjoys different aspects of life in order to
obey God, and to serve people and to collect sufficient provisions for the next world,
his action is not only not considered improper, but rather, it is considered proper.

:Imam Ali (s), in Hekma 131, in blaming the world-mongers, explicitly explains

هللا ءِاَّبحاَ  دُجِسـْمَ  اهِب ، ظَعََّتا  نمَِل  هٍظَعِومَ  رُادَوَ  اهَنِم  دََّوزَتَ  نمَِل  یًنغِ  رُادَوَ  اهَنعَ  مَهِفَ  نمَِل  هٍیَِفاعَ  رُادَوَ  اهقََّدصَ  نمَِل  قٍدصِ  رُادَ  ایَنُّدـلا  َّنِا  "
" هََّنجَلا اهَیِف  اوحُِبرَو  هَمَحَّرلا  اهَیِف  اوُبسَتَکا  هللا  ءِایلواَ  رِجَْتمَوَ  هللا  یحِوَ  طَِبهمَو  هللا  هِکَِئلامَ  یَّلصَُمو 

The world is a place for honesty and rightfulness for those who are honest towards"
it; the world is the home for health for those who understand it; the world is the place
for freedom from want for those who will make their provisions; the world is the place
for advice for those who benefit from advice; the world is the mosque for God-lovers,
it is the chapel of God's angles; it is the place for the revelation of God's inspirations; it
is the business market for God's men. Those people got God's blessings here and got

paradise as
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"a reward

Thus the world is not considered repulsive if the needy person is given what he needs,
if a naked person is given clothes and if a hungry person is given food. These acts are

.deemed as God's worship

The world would be considered ill-favored if we counted it as our final aim. Rather, it
would be a proper place if it were used for obtaining God's consent. Imam Ali(s) in

:NahjolBalagha has stated

" اًّلحَمَ اهَنطِوُی  مَل  نمَ  لِحَمَوَ  اًرادَ  اهَِب  ضَریَ  مَل  نمَ  رِادَ  مَعِنَلوَ  "

This world is a good home on condition that we do not think of it as our final shelter.""
[[109

In other place, Imam Ali (s) emphasizes that this world is a transitory shelter, not a
.permanent one. The more we provide provisions for the Hereafter, the better it is

" مکِّرقَمَِل مکُِّرمَمَ  نِم  اوذخُف  رارق ، رُاد  هُرخلآاو  زٍاجمَ ، رُاد  اینُّدلا  امنا  "

This world is transitory, the Hereafter is permanent. Therefore provide provisions"
[here for there."[110

Thus, Imam Ali (s) reproaches this world only if it interferes with justice and
.rightfulness

.It is obvious that such a world deserves reproachment

Asset-Stricken People

Here we should make it clear why Imam Ali (s) has used expressions which denote
.reproachment of this world

The fact is that at the time of his caliphate, due to the victories that Moslems had, they
became rich and wealth-stricken; therefore, they indulged in pleasure-seeking and
animal instincts, instead of protecting right and justice for others, as was practiced at
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[the time of God’s Prophet(s).[111

Imam Ali (s) envisioned dormant dangers behind pleasure-seeking approaches of
Moslems in the newly established
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Moslem communities. Such comforts would cause the fall of any community,
.according to Imam Ali’s estimation

" ارًیِمدْتَ اهَاَنرَّْمدَفَ  لُوْقَْلا  اهَْیلَعَ  َّقحَفَ  اهَیِف  اوقُسَفَفَ  اهَیِفرَْتُم  اَنرْمَأَ  هًیَرْقَ  کَِلهُْن  نْأَ  اَندْرَأَ  اذَإِوَ  "

And when we wish to destroy a town, we send our commandment to the people of it“
who lead easy lives, but they transgress therein; thus the word proves true against it,

[so we destroy it with utter destruction”.[112

Imam Ali (s), in sermon 151, refers to this destructive disaster (i.e. pleasure-seeking)
:and emphasizes

" هَمَقِّنلا قَِئاوَب  اورُذَحاوَ  هَمَعِّنلا  تِِارکَسَ  اوقَُّتافَ  تَبرَتَْقا  دْقَ  ایَلاَب  ضُارَغاَ  بِرَعَلا  رشَْعمَ  مکَُّنِا  َّمُث  "

O Arab groups, now you are the targets of the approaching disasters; therefore,"
”. avoid being indulged in pleasures and avoid pending calamities

Furthermore, as it was mentioned earlier, attachment to this world entails man's fall
from the path of piety; it leads man to forget God, Hereafter and rightfulness and

[justice.[113

This led to Imam Ali's deprivation of his right for 24 years, i.e., caliphate on the one
hand; on the there hand, within those years when he was the caliph, he was faced
with internal wars, turbulences and inhumane acts of his people to the degree that he
wished for an early death to terminate his hardships. Ibne Moljem cleft his forehead
and Imam Ali(s), the bravest man in the history of Islam, stated: “By Allah, I have

”. won

" هِبَْعکَلا ِّبرَوَ  تُزُف  "

All this led Imam Ali (s) to blame the world more than anybody else and warn people
[against it.[114

( یتوملا نکاسم ) نکاسلا   A Dweller of the Homes (graves) of the Dead . 6

.Due to pastimes and pleasures, men sometimes fail to comprehend clear issues
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,In such cases
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they should be notified. For instance, we do not think that over the piece of land that
we are living there used to be much more stronger men than us. They are no longer

.remembered and we are living in their places

:The Holy Qur’an, upon the drowning of the followers of Pharaoh, emphasizes that

مْهِْیلَعَ تْکََب  امـَفَ  نَیرِخَآ  امـًوْقَ  اهـَانَْثرَوْأَوَ  کَِلذَکـَ  نَیهِکِافـَ  اهـَیِف  اوُناکـَ  هٍمَْعَنوَ  مٍیرِکَ  مٍاقـَمَوَ  عٍورُزُوَ  نٍوُیعُوَ  تٍاَّنجَ  نِْم  اوکـُرَتَ  مْکَ  "

" نَیرِظَنُم اوُناکَ  امَوَ  ضُرْأَْلاوَ  ءُامََّسلا 

How many of the gardens and fountains, have they left! And cornfields and noble“
places! And goodly things wherein they rejoiced; Thus (it was), and we gave them as a
heritage to another people. So the heaven and the earth did not weep for them, nor

[were they respited”. [Qur’an 44:25-29

Imam Ali(s), too, having returned from Seffein, arrived at a graveyard next to Kufe
,and stated

طٌرفَ انَل  مُتناَ  هِشَحوَلا  لَهاَ  ایَ  هِدَـحوَلا  لَهاَ  ایَ  هَِبرغُلا  لَهاَ  ایَ  هَِبرُتلا  لَهاَ  ایَ  هِمَِلظمُلا  رِوُبقُلاوَ  هِرَفِقمُلا  ِّلاحَمَلاوَ  هِشَحِومُلا  رِایِّدـلا  لَهاَ  ایـَ  "
امَ رُبَخَ  امَفَ  اَندَنعِ  امَ  رُبخَ  اذهَ  تمَِّسُق ، دقَفَ  لُاوَملاا  اَّماو  تحَکُِِن  دقَفَ  جُاوَزلاا  اَّماو  تنَکِسـُ  دقَفَ  رُودُـلا  اَّما  قٌحِلا  عٌبَتَ  مکَُل  نُحَنوَ  قٌِباسَ 

". يوَقتَلا دِازَلا  رَیخَ  َّناَ  مکُوربَخْلا  مِلاکَلا  یف  مهَُل  نَذُِا  وَل  امَا  لَاقَفَ : هِِباحَصاَ  یلِا  تَفَتَلِا  َّمُث  مکُدَنعِ ؟

O the dwellers of horror-stricken houses and empty places and dark graves; O"
poverty-stricken, O strangers, O lonely ones, O frightened ones, you have preceded
us; we, too, will join you. If you ask me about what is going on in the world, I will tell

you: Your houses are possessed
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by others; your wives are married to others; your possessions got divided. These
?" news we know. What news do you have

Imam Ali (s) then told his followers if they are allowed to talk, they would say: "The
[best provision for the Journey towards the Hereafter is piety".[115

In this treatise, too, Imam Ali(s) mentions that: I, as a father, am living in a place
where it used to be of others; now they are dead. This means: my son! This, too, will

.happen to you some day

( اًدغ اهنع  نعاظلاو  ) Who will leave it tomorrow . 7

Despite the fact that we know that nobody is eternal in this world, due to pleasure-
seeking acts, we behave as if we were going to live in this world for ever. This has led

.us to commit a lot of crimes and sins

Imam Ali(s), however, teaches us to study the lives of our predecessors, including the
.prophets and the rich. He concludes that the only eternal being is God Himself

ِّنجِلا کُلُم  هَُل  رِّخسـُ  يذَّلا  مُلاَّسلا  هیلع  دَوادَ  نَب  نُامیلَسـُ  کَِلذَ  نَاکـََل  ًـلایِبسَ  تِومَلا  عِفدَِـل  واَ  اًمَّلسـُ  ءِاقـَبَلا  یلِا  دُجـِیَ  اًدحـَاَ  َّناَ  ولَفَ  "

هیَِلاخَ هُنِم  رُایِّدـلا  تحَبَـصاوَ  تِومَلا  لِابَِنِب  ءِانَفَلا  ُّیسـِِق  هُتمَرَ  هتََّدُـم  لَمَکتَـساوَ  هتَمَعطُ  یفَوتَـسا  اَّملَفَ  هِقَیرِعَلا  مِیظِعَوَ  هَِّوبُنلا  عَمَ  سِنـِلأاوَ 
هِنَعِارفَلا ءُانَباوَ  هُنَعِارفَلا  نَیاَ  هِقَِلامَعَلا  ءُانـَباوَ  هُقَِلامـَعَلا  نَیاَ  هرَْبعَِل ! هِقَِباسـَلا  نِورُقُلا  یف  مکَُل  َّنِاوَ  نَورُخَآ  مٌوقَ  اـهَثرِوَوَ  هلََّطعَُم  نُکِاسـَمَلاوَ 

اوُمزَهَوَ شِویجُلاِب  اورُاسـَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَیاَ  نَیرِاَّبجَلا  نَنَسـُ  اویَحْاوَ  نَیِلسـَرمُلا  نَنَسـُ  اوأُـفطأو  نَیّیِبنَلا  اولتَقَ  نَیذَِّلا  ِّسرَلا  نِِئادمـَ  بُاحَـصاَ  نَیاَ 
". نَِئادَمَلا اونَّدمَوَ  رَکِاسَعَلا  اورُکَسعَوَ  فِوُللااِب 

.If there were a way to stay eternal, Solomon, the son of David, would have chosen it“
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This is because this man was given the power to govern jinns and humans, he was
appointed by God as a prophet. But when his time was over, the arrows of death were

!released from the bows of fatality and he had to leave here for ever

Solomon's houses remained ownerless and were possessed by others. There are
many interesting events to learn from the past. Where are the Amaleqes? Where are

?their children? Where are the Pharohs and their offsprings

Where are the dwellers of the Rass cities, who killed the prophets and turned off the
?lights of their traditions, and who revitalized the ways of the tyrants

Where are those commanders who mobilized thousands of armies and built the
[cities?”[116

Imam Ali (s) encourages people to prepare provisions and to make themselves ready
.for leaving this world and heading towards death

هًبَقَعَ مکُمَامَاَ  َّناِفَ  دِاَّزلا  نَِم  مکُِترَـضحَِب  امَ  حِِـلاصَِب  اوُبِلقَناوَ  ایَنُّدـلا  یلع  هَجَرعَلا  اوّلِقاو  لِیحَِّرلاِب  مکُیِف  يَدِوُن  دقـَفَ  هللا  مکُمَحِرَ  اوزَُّهجَتَ  "

دقَوَ اهِبِلاخمَِب  مکَُّناکَوَ  هٌیَِنادَ  مکُوَحَن  هَِّیِنمَلا  ظَحِلامَ  َّناَ  اومُلَعاو  اهَدَنعِ  فَوُقولاوَ  اهَیلَعَ  دِورُولا  نَِم  َّدُـبلا  هًَلومُهمَ  هًفَوخُمَ  لَزِانَمَوَ  اًدوُئکَ 
" يوَقتَلا دِازَِب  اورُهِظتَساوَ  اینُّدلا  قَِئلاعَ  اوعُِّطقَفَ  رِوذُحْمَلا  تُلاضِعُموَ  رِوُملاا  تُاعظِفُم  اهیِف  مکُتمَهَدَ  دقَوَ  مکُیِف  تبَشََن 

May God bless you; get ready to leave this world; since everybody is in the mood of"
setting off; decrease your willing to stay here for long; by preparing provisions of
doing good deeds, return to the Hereafter. You will meet horrible obstacles on your

way back. Be aware that the looks of death upon you are very close. It is as if death
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had entered its claws into your body. Bad deeds, life difficulties have hidden death
from you. Therefore, lessen your attachments to the world and strengthen your

[status with the provision of piety"[117

It is on the basis of the above observation that Imam Ali(s) tells his children about his
.departure to warn everybody in time

[The Fourteen Attributes of Imam Ali's Son [AS

Towards a wishful son who may not fulfill his wishes - 1

After counting seven attributes for himself, Imam Ali (s) mentions the following
:fourteen attributes for his son's self-improvement

God has equipped man with instincts and desires to be able to sustain life. If these
instincts and desires are employed in the right situations, they will add up to our vigor

.and satisfaction

:Our wishes, too, are among these means

.If man lacked these wishes, life would be impossible

:Regarding this, the Great prophet(s) has stated

" اًرجَشَ سٌرِاغَ  سَرَغَ  لاوَ  اهدََلوَ  هٌدَِلاوَ  تعََّضرَ  امَ  لِمَلأا  لاوَلوَ  یتَّملأ  هٌمَحرَ  لُمَلأا  "

Hope is a mercy for my people. If hope does not exist no mother would ever"
[breastfeed her child and no gardener would ever plant a tree."[118

In a tradition, it is stated, "Jesus Christ (s) saw an old man plowing the ground. Jesus
asked God to take wishes away from him. Then, Jesus saw that the old man threw the

.spade onto the floor and started lying on the ground, resting

Then Jesus asked God to give him back his desires. He saw the old man stand up and
start working. Jesus asked the old man the secret behind this. The old man answered.

"When I was working, I told myself: How long do you have to work when you
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are so old. Then I threw the spade down and started resting. Then I told myself: I
swear to God that as long as I am alive, I need life equipments. Then I rose and

[started working."[119

These two traditions clearly show the dynamic role of wishes in our lives. But, as it
was stated earlier, wishes are good if they are fulfilled with care or else they will

.destroy the community if they go on extremes

:Imam Ali (s) in the sermon 42 of Nahjol Balagha states

یسـِنُیفَ لِمَلأا  لُوطُ  اَّماوَ  ِّقحَلا  نِعَ  ُّدصـُیَفَ  يوَهَلا  عُابَِّتا  اَّماف  لِمَلأا  لُوطُوَ  يوَهَلا  عُابَِّتا  نِانَثِا : مکُیلَعَ  فُاخاَ  امَ  فَوَخاَ  َّنِا  سُاّـنلا  اـهُّیاَ  "

نونب امهنم  لکلو  تلبقا  دق  هرخلآا  ناو  لاا  اهّباص  اهَّبطصا  ءانلاا  هبابصک  هبابـص  لاا  اهنم  قبی  ملف  ءُاذّح  تَّلوَ  دقَ  ایَنُّدلا  َّنِاو  لااَ  .هَرَخِلآا 
لاو باسح  ادغو  باسح  لاو  لمع  مویلا  ناو  همایقلا  موی  همأب  قحلیس  دلو  لک  ناف  ایندلا  ءانبا  نم  اونوکت  لاو  هرخلآا  ءانبا  نم  اونوکف 

" لمع

O people, two things are extremely horrible for you: giving way to self and farfetched“
.desires

Following one's self drives a person away from the right way and far-fetched desires
.make man forget the Hereafter

Be aware: the world has passed and what is left of it is less than the left-over of the
water in a glass which is made empty. The Hereafter is approaching us. Try to be

.among the children of the Hereafter, not of this world

And be aware, today is the day of action, not the day of accounting; and tomorrow is
the day of accounting, not the
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[day of action.”[120

As you will notice, in this sermon, Imam Ali(s), not only mentions the hazards of far-
fetched desires, which is to forget about the Hereafter, but also he shows us how to
sttuggle against these desires by paying attention to the Hereafter. He states that the
results of our wrong-doings beget dangerous consequences in the other world. There

.would not be available to us any compensatory ways at that time, however

.Of course, we should be aware that not all of our desires are fulfilable

By drawing a square on the ground and by passing a line in the middle of it the Great
[Prophet(s) depicted this fact.[121

not all " ) كردی ام لا  لسرملا   " Imam Ali(s) mentions the same idea in the expression he uses
your desires are fulfilable). He warns us not to follow all of our wishes; he says this is

[impossible.[122

Thus, it is better for us to limit our desires and only make use of them rationally, Imam
:Ali (s) has said in this regard

لِمَلأا رِـصقُِب  اًّیرحَ  نَاکَ  مََّدقـَ  امـَ  یلِا  رُقِتَفیَوَ  فََّلخَ  اَّمعَ  یِنغتَـسیَوَ  بَاسـَحِلا  هُجِاویوَ  بَارُتلا  نُکُـسیَوَ  بَابـَحلأا  قُرِاـفُی  هَُّنا  نَقَیاَ  نمَ  "

" لِمَعَلا لِوطُوَ 

A person who believes that he has to depart from friends and has to take shelter on"
the earth and has to face a severe accounting in the Hereafter, and knows that the
past will not help him and realizes that he needs the provisions, has to cut his desires

[short and add to his good deeds"[123

But for the Gnostics the ultimate for their desires is Allah; they only
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.think about God’s consent

( کله دق  نم  لیبس  کلاسلا   ) The Follower of Those Who Have Gone Astray - 2

What is meant by this expression is that the child from the day it is born is on the scale
of growth and it develops: It finishes infancy and then arrives at the youth and then
reaches old age and finally passes away. This process includes everybody: both our

.ancestors and our off springs

Thus, my son! You, too, are going to go through this stage. Never remain ignorant of
.this fact, or else, the Satan will mislead you

The above expression might convey the following concept depicted in the following
:piece of poetry

,These roads on the desert

;Are drawn by pen in the past by Friends

,The transcripts on the graves are unopened letters

.Which have come to us by the people of the hereafter

This means that the road on which you and I are walking is the road prepared by
!! people in the past. Be aware, we, too, are preparing the road for future walkers

ماقسلاا ضرغ  ) ) The Target For The Diseases - 3

Material life entails complexities and clashes. If one is weaker, these clashes take on a
.strong side

Man is no exception to this universal rule. He is always struggling against different
agents and destructive factors. He is at the mercy of all sorts of diseases, calamities,
disasters and hardships. Every moment he might get disintegrated: a stroke, a cancer,

.a TB, a smallpox, an ulcere, and the like

:Imam Ali(s), in the sermon 217 of Nahjolbalaga, concerning this, states
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نُامَلأاوَ مٌوُمذمَ  اهَیِف  شُیعَلا  هٌفَِّرصـَتَُم ، تٌارَاتَوَ  هٌفَِلتَخُم  لٌاوَحاَ  اهُلازُّن ، مُلَسـْتَ  لاوَ  اهُلاوَحاَ  مُودُتَ  هٌفَورُْعمَ لا  رِدْغَلاِبوَ  هٌفَوفُحمَ  ءلابَلاِب  رٌادَ  "

مهِیِمرتَ هٌفَدَهتَسُم  ضٌارَغاَ  اهَیِِف  اهَُلهاَ  امَّنِاوَ  مٌودُعمَ  اهَنِِم 
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" اهِمامَحِِِب مهِیِنفتَوَ  اهَِماهَسِِب 

The world is a house which is surrounded by disasters. It is renowned for disloyalty"
and deceit. It has a changing temperament. Its dwellers are not safe. Life in it is
blameworthy. Its dwellers are always at the mercy of arrows of disaster, which are

.always being shot at them and which destroy them

Thus, man is subject to both diseases and disasters and misfortunes. Man struggles
.with these till he passes away and gets to safety

" دٍبَکَ یِف  نَاسَنإِْلا  انَْقلَخَ  دْقََل  "

[Certainly we have created man to be in distress”.[124“

:The poet says

,Thus more – bitter – than poison the world will pass

.Once again there will be a day as sweet as sugar

 ( مایلاا هنیهرو   ) Captive of the Worldly Life . 4

As the property is mortgaged to the mortgagee during the mortgage time and when
the time comes, it goes back to its genuine owner, man is also captive to the world

.and its differing events. It seems as if man did not have any freedom whatsoever

And it is assumed that it is the world which brings about either prosperity or misery,
either youth or age, power or feebleness, either wealth or poverty, either health or
sickness, either happiness or sorrow. When the time comes, his mortgage time is over

and it will be turned over to his real owner

Thus, man is extremely miserable and vulnerable. With this amount of misery and
vulnerability, he should not be left ignorant and proud. Imam(s) guides us in the

:following manner

" هُفَتحَ عُفَدْیَ  لاوَ  هسَفََن  قُزُرْیَ  لا  هٌفَیجِ ، هُرُخِآوَ  هٌفَطُْن ، هُلَّواَ  رِخْفَلاوَ : مَدَآ  نِْبلأ  امَ  "
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Why should man be“
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proud? At first, he was sperm; later he will be nothing more than a corpse. He can
[neither provide himself with daily bread nor to shun death”.[125

 ( بئاصملا هیمرو   ) The Target for Disasters and Hardships . 5

This sentence, like the third sentence (The Target for the diseases) shows that man is
always subject to all sorts of diseases and hardships. The difference lies in the fact
that No 5 refers to mental and spiritual disasters, whereas No 3 refers to bodily

.disasters

A Slave to the worldly life . 6

A person, who can not resist against world's transitory materialistic manifestations
and easily yields to them, is a slave to the world, to dirhams and to dinars and to social

.positions

Many people, when confronted with material things and justice, prefer the world
"affairs and yield to its luxuries. Imam Hossein(s), describing such people, states

" نَوُناّیدلا َّلقَ  ءِلابَلِل  اوصُِّحُم  اذَاِفَ  مهُشُیاعَمَ  تَّردَ  امَ  ثُیحَ  هَُنوطُوحُیَ  مهِِتنَسِلاَ  یلعَ  قٌعَِل  نُیِّدلاوَ  اینُّدلا  دُیِبعَ  سُاّنلا  "

People are slaves to the world and religion is on their tongues like a licking substance."
While it has a flavor, they keep it. When it is examination time, there are few

[believers.[126

It has repeatedly been noticed, however, that these adjectives and attributes refer to
.an ordinary person, and not to Imams who are innocent

( ( رورغلا رجاتو   The Buyer of a Provision of Vanity . 7

As we have previously mentioned, the world is the house of bargaining. Most people
sell their precious lives for a provision of vanity. They would sell their Hereafter to this

:world

 " نَورُصَنُی مْهُ  اَلوَ  بُاذَعَْلا  مْهُْنعَ  فَُّفخَُی  الَفَ  هِرَخِآْلاِب  ایَْنُّدلا  هَایَحَْلا  اوْرَتَشْا  نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوْأُ  "

These are they who buy the life of this world for the Hereafter, so their chastisement“

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 104 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


[shall not be lightened nor shall they be helped”.[127

Although these people realize that the world is nothing more than "a provision of
"vanity

" رِورُغُْلا عُاتَمَ  اَّلإِ  ایَْنُّدلا  هُایَحَْلا  امَوَ  "

[And the life of this world is nothing but a provision of vanities”.[128“

" ءًامَ نُآمَّْظلا  هُُبسَحْیَ  هٍعَیقِِب  بٍارَسَکَ  "

Their deeds are like the mirage in a desert, which the thirsty man deems to be“
[water”.[129

They prefer this world to the Hereafter. They precede possession, positions, children
and
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.desires before God's consent and the Hereafter. They buy things on the face of them

[130 "] حِِلاَّصلا لِمَعَلاکَ  هٍرَاجَِت  لاوَ  "

”. Whereas there is no better bargain than rightful deeds and God's consent“

[131 "] حَِبرَ اللهَا  رَجَاتَ  نمَ  "

”. And anybody, who bargains with God, will gain profits“

On the other hand, there are those who offer to God what they have, including their
lives, possessions, and children. What they are looking for in this transaction is God's

:consent

هِارَوَّْتلا یِف  اقحَ  هِْیلَعَ  ادًـعْوَ  نَوُلتَْقُیوَ  نَوُلُتْقیَفَ  هَِّللا  لِـیِبسَ  یِف  نَوُلِتاقـَُی  هََّنجَْلا  مْهَُل  َّنأَِـب  مْهَُلاوَْمأَوَ  مْهُسـَفُنأَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  نِْم  يرَتَشْا  هََّللا  َّنإِ  "
" مُیظِعَْلا زُوْفَْلا  وَهُ  کَِلذَوَ  هِِب  مُْتْعیَاَب  يذَِّلا  مْکُعِْیبَِب  اورُشِْبتَسْافَ  هَِّللا  نِْم  هِدِهْعَِب  یفَوْأَ  نْمَوَ  نِآرْقُْلاوَ  لِیجِنإِْلاوَ 

Surely Allah has bought of the believers their persons and their property for this, that“
they shall have the garden; they fight in Allah's way, so they slay and are slain; a
promise which is binding on Him in the Taurat and the Ingeel and the Qur’an; and who
is more faithful to his covenant than Allah? Rejoice therefore in the pledge which you
have made; and that is the mighty achievement”.[132] Thus, the most important trade

,is getting Allah's consent

" هَِّللا هِاضَرْمَ  ءَاغَِتْبا  هُسَْفَن  يرِشْیَ  نْمَ  سِاَّنلا  نِْموَ  "

[And among men is he who sells himself to seek the pleasure of Allah”.[133“

And the worst trade is selling oneself to the world and what it contains. Regarding this,
:Imam(s) has stated

" اًنمََث کَسِفنَِل  ایَنُّدلا  يرتَ  نأ  رجَْتمَلا  سَئِبَلوَ  "

[What a nasty thing it is to see the world as a price for yourself!”[134“

 ( ایانملا میرغو   ) Indebted to Death . 8
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.Manaya" is the plural for "maniya", meaning death"

The reason the plural
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word "manaya" is used is that there are different ways to die: one dies in accidents,
the other dies by drowning, the other one through shocks and the other one by

.cancer, and the like

In this sentence, Imam(s) compares a man to an indebtor who is asked to give back
.his debts

Divine decrees, too, are creditors who are after their credits, which is man's
.departure towards the Hereafter

:Elsewhere, Imam(s) refers to this fact in the following words

" بَرَهَ نْمَ  هُزجِعُی  لاوَ  مُیقمُلا  هُتوفُیَ  ثٌیِثحَ لا  بٌِلاطَل  تَوملا  اذهَ  َّنِا  "

Definitely, this death is after everybody, neither the remaining people nor are the"
[escapees immune”.[135

" لفغت لاف  تِوملا  نَِم  اًثیثح  اًبِلاط  كَءَارو  َّنِا  "

Surely, the death is after you and calling you from behind; therefore, take it serious"."
[[136

( توملا ریساو   ) A captive in the Hands of Death . 9

Because man can not escape death,[137] wherever he stays, no matter what age he is
or what position he possesses, he will taste the bitter death.[138] Naturally, such a
person will remain a slave in the hands of death. Thus, Imam(s) reckons his son,

.Imam Hassan, like any other human being, a slave in the hands of death

مومهلا فیلحو  ) ) Related to Griefs . 10

( ( نازحلاا نیرقو   Coupled With Sorrows . 11

( تافلآا بصنو  ) A Target of Disasters . 12

A Person is related to grief’s, coupled with sorrows, and a target to disasters if he can
not fulfill his aims, if he observes all sorts of obstacles on the way of his growth, and if
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he is inflicted with poverty, disease, age, deprivation, lack of wife, children, shelter,
food, heat and the like. There is nobody who is not subject to these sufferings: in this

." case, the Holy Qur’an says: "Certainly we have created man to be in distress

If man feels prosperous one minute, then he has to taste a cup filled with the hemlock
of disasters and calamities. Neishapuri has observed that

" رِحْبَلا نَِم  هِرَطْقَلاکَ  اینُّدلا  یف  هُذّلّلا  "

If you compare the world's pleasures with the world's calamities, you will find the"
[ratio is one drop of water to the sea at large."[139

It is because of these facts that Imam(s) considers his own son, like other human
beings, related to griefs, coupled with sorrows and the target to disasters. He warns
us that this world, with all these hardships, could not be the final objective for man.

:We should make a provision for the other world

[140 "] نَیقَِّتمُْلِل هُبَِقاعَْلاوَ  "

". And the end is for those who guard against evil"

Sorrows for
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?this world or for the Hereafter

The source for man's sorrows is sometimes materialistic and related to this world:
distresses such as poverty, the death of one's child, suffering a loss, deprivation of

.having wife and children

But sometimes the source for these griefs might be spiritual and related to the
Hereafter, for instance, the feeling of guilt or the observation of committing guilt by

.others

A wise and true believer, form the viewpoint of the principle of patience, has to make
himself content and patient. He has to cope with these sufferings or else, as Imam(s)

,has stated

[141 " ] دَسَجَلا بُیذُِی  ُّمهَلا  "

”. The grief weakens the body“

Zeinab (s) in answering Obeidollah bin Ziyad said: "We would consider martyrdom and
captivity, which are given to us by Allah, as blessing."[142] And the Great Prophet (s)

:has said

" هُنعَ هِِب  اهَرَفِّکَیِل  نِِزحُلاِب  اللهُا  هُالَتَبِا  اهرُِّفکَُی  امَ  لِمَعَلا  نَِم  هَُل  نکُیَ  مَلوَ  نِِمؤمُلا  بُوُنذُ  ترَُثکَ  اذَِا  "

When the number of a believer's wrong-doings increases and he could not"
[compensate for them, Allah infects him with sorrows till he is salvaged"[143

.As the above two statements show, sufferings will make a man improve in life

"Imam as-Sadq (s) has said

" مِلسمُلا بِوُنذب  بُهذیَل  َّمهلا  نا  "

[Sufferings purifies a Moslem"[144"

A true believer, by lessening the weight of his sufferings acts as if he were given the
best God given assets[145] or as if he were drinking his mother's milk.[146] In the case
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of spiritual sufferings, a wrong doer is in fact depressed. Regarding this, Imam as-
:Sadiq (s) has stated

ِّرسِ تَحتَ  مهِِتاهَابَُم  لِوطُوَ  مهِرِِئارسَ  یلعَ  بِیغَلا  تِادَرِاوَ  هِرَثکَِل  نَیِفرِاعَلا  رُاعَشِ  نُزحُلا  "
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نِزْحُلا نُیمِیَوَ  لَاـق : ناَ  یلا  ءِاَـبرَقُلا ، شَیعَ  هللا  عَمَوَ  یضـَرمَلا  شَیعَ  قِـلخَلا  عَمـَ  شُیعِیَ  طٌـسَب ، هُُنطِاَـبوَ  ضٌبقَ  هرُهِاظـَ  نُزحُلاوَ  ءاـیرِبکِلا 
نٍوـیعُ نعَ  نُزحُلا  بَجِحُ  وَـلوَ  ِّماعـَلاوَ  ِّصاخـَلا  كُرَتَـشُم  رُّکفَتَلاوَ  یلاـعتَ  نَوُفرِاعـَلا الله  هِِـب  ُّصتَخیَ  نُزحُلاوَ  تُمـَّْصلا  هُُلامَشـِوِ  ءُـلاِتبلاا 

" اوُثاغتَسِا هًعَاسَ  نَیٍفرٍاعَلا 

Sorrow is the motto of Gnostics. Since they are subject to inspirations, they are calm"
in appearance but very pleased inside, they behave people like the sick and treats
God as a close relative. On one hand he has sorrows; on the other side he has silence.
Sorrow belongs to God's Gnostics and thinking belongs to all. If sorrow goes away

[from the hearts of Gnostics, they will wish for it."[147

:He also has said

کَینَیعَ لحِکْاوَ  عَوشُخُلا  کَِبلقَ  نِموَ  عوُمُّدـلا  کَـینَیعَ  نِم  یِل  بهَ  مَیَرمَ  نِب  یسـَیعِ  یلِا  هللا  یحَواَ  لاـق : ملاـسلا  هیلع  قِدِاصـَلا  نِعَ  "

مهِِب قٌحِلا  یِّنِا  لُقوَ  مهُنِم  کَتَظَعِومَ  ذُخـُأتَ  کََّلعََل  عِیِفَّرلا  تِوَّصلاِب  مهِدِانَفَ  تِاوْملاا  رِوُبُق  یلعَ  مُقوَ  نَوُلطِابَلا  کَحِضـَ  اذَِا  نِزْحُلا  لِیمَِب 
" نَیقِحِلالا یف 

God revealed to Jesus Christ (s): O Jesus, weep for me with your eyes, show"
humbleness in your heart. When the pleasure-seekers are laughing, you make
yourself depressed and go and stay on the graves of the dead and call them aloud so

[that you will get advice out of them. Tell them: I will join you, as well"[148

A person, whose sorrows are for people who are going astray and are distancing
themselves from God, is among elites of believers. His sorrows, in fact, make him

come nearer to God. Imam Ali(s) has stated

ایَنُّدلا یف  هِسِفَن  یلع  هُُنزحُ  لَاطَ  نمَ  "
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[149 "] هِمَایَقِلا مَویَ  هِینَیعَ  هللا  َّرقَاَ 

If one worries about himself a lot in this world, Allah will make him delighted in the"
." Doomsday

(( تاوهشلا عیرصو   Defeated By One's Lusts . 13

Man is a unique creature whose body consists of both wisdom and desires. There is
always a struggle between these two. If wisdom wins, man is better than angles;
whereas, if desires win, he is less than animals;[150] the strongest people are those
who defeat their desires, and obey right fullness and wisdom[151]. Only these latter
receive God's blessings[152]; others are slaves to dirhams, dinars and their

[instincts[153

The fact that Imam Ali(s) calls his son as "defeated by lusts", is that his statement is
symbolic and is, in fact, the advice of a father to his ordinary son. Satan, too, has
sworn to mislead every person except the true believers;[154] or else, he is among

[The Infallibles and is protected against lusts.[155

( تاوملاا هفیلخو   ) Successor of the Dead . 14

As it was said in the sentence No 5 of the Imam's letter; if a man paid attention to the
fact that there used to live some other people on the ground that now we are
occupying, then he would not be proud and would be thinking about gathering
provisions for the Hereafter. By notifying his great son, Imam (s) in fact gives us all a

:lesson to avoid indulging in pride. He says, on the basis of the saying

" ءٌاوسَ زُوجُیَ  امَیِفوَ لا  زُوجُیَ  امَیِف  لِاثَملاَا  مُکحُ  "

”. This will happen to you all as well“

2

امِب مِامَِتهلاِاو  يَاوسِ  نمَ  رِکذِ  نعَ  یِنعُزَیَ  امَ  َّیلِا  هِرَخِلآا  لِابَقِاوَ  َّیلعَ  رِهَّدـلا  حِومُجُوَ  یِّنعَ ، ایَنُّدـلا  رِاَبدِا  نِم  تُنَّیبَتَ  امـَیِف  َّناِفـَ  دُـعَب  اَّماَ  "
یِب یضَفافَ  يرِماَ  ضُحمَ  یِل  حََّرصَوَ  یِئاوهَ  نعَ  یِنفَرَصَوَ  ییأرَ  یِنقََّدصَفَ  یسِفَن  ُّمهَ  سِاّنلا  مِومُهُ  نَودُ  یِب  دََّرفَتَ  ثُیحَ  یِّناَ  رَیغَ  یِئارَوَ ،

َّنأکَوَ یِنَباصاَ  کََباصاَ  وَل  اًئیشـَ  َّنأکَ  یّتحَ  یِّلکُ  کَُتدجَوَ  لَب  یضـِعَب  کَُتدجَوَوَ  بٌذِکَ  هُُبوشُیَ  قٍٍدصِوَ لا  بٌعَِل  هِیِف  نُوکُیَ  ٍّدجَ لا  یلِا 
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" تُیِنفَواَ کََل  تُیقَِب  اناَ  نِا  هِِب  اًرهِِظْتَسُم  یِباتَکِ  کَیَلِا  تُبتَکَفَ  یسِفَن  رِماَ  نِم  یِنیِنغُی  امَ  كَرِماَ  نِم  یِنانَعفَ  یِناتاَ  كَاتاَ  وَل  تَومَلا 

My awareness of the fact that the world has turned its back on me, that it has“
overcome me and that the Hereafter is approaching me, has made me delve into my
own affairs. Since I have cut with everything, and since I have been dealing with
myself alone, my desires are gone. This made me work honestly and whole-heartedly

.and found you as a portion of myself, or perhaps all of myself
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This is to such a degree that if anything happens to you it is as if it had happened to
me. If death engulfs you, it is as if it had involved me. Thus, I take care of your affairs
as if they were my own. Thus, I wrote you this letter (treatise) so that you can rely on

”. it, no matter if I am alive or dead

Description 2

There are significant points to be discussed in this letter

After being aware that the world has turned its back on him, that it has overcome . 1
him and that the Hereafter is approaching him, how cutting from others and delving in
his own affairs could have happened to Imam Ali(s) when we realize that The Infallible
Imam(s) has always been aware of these facts and has continently been trying to

?improve himself

To answer this hard question, we may add: it is a fact that the Imam (s) has always
been alert and did not have to be exposed to the overcoming of the world to
appreciate the situation. But there are problems that we know, but not concretely. It

.is the passing of the time that gives us a full appreciation of the nature of events

After having passed over the age of sixty and having felt the signs of old age, and
having amassed a pack of experiences, and having seen the disloyalty of people, now
Imam(s) clearly feels the approaching of death and his departure from this world.

Under these situations, a man has to leave
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.the others and to concentrate on himself

The night is dark, the waves are frightening and the whirlpool is horrifying; how could
?those on the shores realize our plight

?How is self-correction compatible with the writing of such a treatise . 2

:To answer this question, we could say

The conditions under which Imam(s) was living could make him think about nobody
except God, but he himself has said that his son is a part of him: because his son's
existence depends on his existence, or his son is the whole of him because after the

:father, the son will be his substitute and an heir of his knowledge and virtues

Thus the Imam's attention to his son equals his attention to himself and damage to his
.son is damage to himself

Concerning the above points, the significance of the present treatise becomes clear. . 3
Imam was under severe conditions at the time of writing this letter. He should have
spent his time solving those problems, but he preferred to write this treatise. This
shows by not writing this letter, Imam (s) would have thought he had not carried out
his parental and Imamat duties. Thus, under dire situations, and prior to his arrival at
the caliphate center (i.e., Kufe), Imam(s) started writing it. This makes parents' and

:leaders' tasks in constructing the family and society even harder.[156] The poet says

,What are you fighting for, the contenders have all gone

,Prepare yourself for the voyage, friends have all gone

,That wandering dust in the desert

.Tells you to depart, since all the jockeys have gone

,Alas
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;the story tellers have all departed

.Alas, all the sorrow-filled people have gone

,We regret that the holders of spiritual treasures

.They left their treasures to friends and have gone

.The spring's eyelashes are stained with blood for the departure of friends

.They left you in front of your eyes, like the spring clouds

:Another poet says

,Each moment a breath passes by

.When I see, there is not much left of it

,You have been unaware even if you are fifty

.You have five days left; see what you can do with it

,Ashamed will be the man, who left without having done any good deeds

.The horn of departure was rung, but he prepared nothing

The sweet sleep and the morning

.Will hinder the walker from going

,Anybody who arrived on the scene built a building

,And then left, leaving his building to others

,And the other had whims of his own

.And this building was not ever-lasting

,Do not make friends with an unstable thing
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.This cruel one does not deserve your friendship

,Every body, both good and bad, should die

.Blessed is he who does good deeds in the world

,Send in advance a record of good deeds to your grave

.Nobody will bring it, you send it in advance

,Life is short and like snow in the summer heat

.There is only a little left, but we are still haughty

,Diligently listen to Sa'di's advice

.The way is like this, be a man, be prepared

3

هللا نَیَبوَ  کَنَیَب  بٍبَسـَ  نِم  قُُثواَ  بٍبَسـَ  ُّياَوَ  هِِلبحَِب ، مَاصَِتعلاِاوَ  هِرِکذِب ، کَِبلقَ  هِرَامَعِوَ  هِرِماَ ، مِوزُُلوَ  َّینَُب  ياَ  هللا  يوقتَِب  کَیصـِوا  یّناِفَ  "

هِِّوقوَ هِدَاهَزُلاِب ، هُتِماوَ  هِظَعِومَلاِب ، کَبَلقَ  ییحِاَ  هِِب !؟ تَذخاَ  تَناَ  نِا 
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یِلاـیلّلا بُِّلقَتَ  شَحُفوَ  رِهَّدـلا ، هََلوصَ  هُرِّذحـَوَ  ایَنُّدـلا ، عَِئاجـَفَ  هُرِّصَبوَ  ءِانـَفَلاِب ، هُرِّرقوَ  تِومَلا ، رِکذِِـب  هلّلذَوِ  هِمِکحِلاِـب ، هرِّونوَ  نِیقِیَلاِـب ،
اوُلعَفَ امَیِف  رظُْناف  مهِرِاثآوَ ، مهِرِایدِ  یِف  رسـِِوَ  نَیِلَّولاا ، نَِم  کَلَبقَ  نَاکَ  نمَ  بَاصاَ  امَِب  هُرِّکذَوَ  نَیضـِامَلا ، رَابـَخاَ  هِیلَعَ  ضرُعاوَ  مِاَّیـلااوَ ،

مهِدِحـَاکَ تَرصـِ  دقـَ  لٍیِلقَ  نعَ  کََّناکـَوَ  هَِبرغُلا ، رَادَ  اوّلحَوَ  هَِّبحِـلأا ، نعَ  اوُلقَتَنِا  دقـَ  مهُدجـِتَ  کََّناِفـَ  اوُلزََنوَ ، اوّلحَ  نَیاَوَ  اوُلقَتَنا ، اَّمعَوَ 
تَفخِ اذِا  قٍیرِطَ  نعَ  کسـِماوَ  فَّلکَُت ، مَل  امـَیِف  بَاطـَخِلاوَ  فرِعتَ ، ـلا  امـَیِف  لَوقَلا  عِدَوَ  كَایندُِـب  کَتـَرخِآ  عِبتَ  ـلاوَ  كَاوَـثمَ  حِلـصافَ 

کَِناسـَِلوَ كَدِیـَِب  رَکَنمُلا  رکِناوَ  هِِلهأَ  نِم  نکُتَ  فِورُعمَلاِـب  رُمأوَ  لِاوَهـلاا  بٍوکُرُ  نِم  رٌیخَ  هَِللاضـَلا  هِرَیحَ  دَـنعِ  َّفکَلا  َّناِفـَ  هتََلـلاضَ ،
یف هَّقفَتَوَ  نَاکَ  ثُیحَ  ِّقحَلِل  تِارمَغَلا  ضِخُوَ  مٍِئـلا  هُمَوَل  هللا  یف  كَذخـُأتَ  ـلاوَ  هِدِاهـَجِ  َّقحَ  هللا  یف  دهـِاجَوَ  كَدِـهجَُب  هُلَعَفَ  نمَ  نیاَـبوَ 

فٍهکَ یلا  اهَئجِلُت  کََّناِفَ  کَهلِا  یلِا  اهِّلکُ  رِوُملأا  یف  کَسَفَن  ءیجِلأَوَ  رُّبصَتَلا  قُُلخُلا  مَعِنوَ  هِورُکمَلا  یلع  رُّبصَتَلا  کَسَفَن  دِّوعوَ  نِیِّدـلا 
اًحفصـَ کَنعَ  َّنبَهِذُت  لاوَ  یِتیَصـِوَ  مهّفَتَوَ  هِرَاخَِتـسلاا  رِثکاوَ  نامَرحِلاوَ  ءاطَعَلا  هِدِیـَِب  َّناِفَ  کَِّبرَِل  هَِلأسمُلا  یف  صِلخاوَ  زٍیزِعَ  عٍِنامَوَ  زٍیرِحَ 

" هُمُّلعتَ ُّقحیَ  مٍلعِب لا  عُفَتَنُی  لاوَ  عُفَنُی  مٍلعِ لا  یف  رَیخَ  هَُّناَ لا  ملَعاوَ  عَفََن  امَ  لِوقَلا  رَیخَ  َّناِفَ 

My son, I recommend to you piety and the fulfillment of God's commands, the“
construction of your heart with remembering God and the company of God. What is in

?this world stronger than a connection between you and your God

Keep your heart alive with sermons and demolish your whims by piety and abstinence
make your heart stronger with faith and make it lighter with knowledge. Tame your

heart with the mention of death. Make your heart convinced as to the

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 119 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.fatal status of this world

Show it all the miseries of the world and make it aware of the vicious powers of the
time. Tell it about the news of the past. Let it know what has happened to our
ancestors. Make a research in their remnants. See what they had accomplished and

.where they are gathered

You will see that your friends have all gone and you will soon join them. Therefore,
correct your future shelter. Do not bargain your Hereafter with this world. Do not say
anything on what you don't know. Do not ask people to do if you are not concerned.

.Do not go on a path where you fear you will go astray

Enjoin the lawful acts, till you will become a well-doer. Reject indecent deeds with
your hands and tongues. Stay away from anybody who performs evil deeds. Be on the
way of God so far as you can. Do not let reproachers stop you from going God's way.

.Go into the sea of hardships for God's sake. Think in religion

Get used to enduring hardships since patience is one of the accepted forms of
behavior. Ask for God’s assistance in all of your affairs. If you do so you have asked

.for the right protection

.When you pray, be honest. Only ask for God's help

This is because despair and generosity belong to Him. Ask God for more good deeds.
Before doing anything, deeply think about it. Select the best course of action. Try to

appreciate my will, and do not forget it. This
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is because the best kind of speech is the one which is useful. Be aware: a science
which is not useful lacks good ness, and a science which does not deserve learning is

”. not good either

Description3

description 3

Imam Ali (s), in this treatise, has emphasized a series of commands and methods for
obeying God, and preparing piety and cleansing the heart of impurities and filling it out
with virtues and taking lessons from the people in the past and selecting the best

:method of living. Each one of these deserves a research

( هللا يوقتب  کیصوا  ینإف   ) O My Son, I recommend you to piety - 1

The word "taqwa" or "piety" and its derivatives has been used in the Qur’an, Nahjol
Balagha and other books on tradition, and has a special place in the sermons

.delivered by the Great Prophet (s) and The Infallible Ones (s) and other God’s men

This word stems from an internal power based on God’s purest belief. If anybody
wishes to go the God’s genuine ways and if he opposes showing animosity towards

.these principles, he should possess this worthy item

Furthermore, this power is both an impetus for performing one’s duties and a
protection against wrong-doings. Of course, factors such as education, conscience,
criminal laws, and social modesty may stop a person from doing wrong things, but

," these are neither general, nor reliable. Imam (s) elsewhere has said

" تِاعِبتَلا رُیِثکَ  همَزَِلوَ  تِائَیَّسلا  هِِیتَ  یف  عَقَوَوَ  تِاوهشَلاوَ  تِاذّلّلاِب  يَرِغأُ  يوقتَلا  قَرَافَ  نمَ  َّنِِا  "

A person who puts aside piety and is willing to enjoy pleasures and lusts and roams in"
[the desert of guilts, will be severely punished”.[157

Among religion leaders, perhaps Imam Ali(s) has spoken on piety and its role more
than any other leaders. In the sermon 188 in Nahjol Balagha, Imam has enumerated

more than 100 attributes for pious ones. At the end
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of the sermon, upon the completion of it, Hamam who was among the attendants
.lamented severely, becoming unconscious and passing away immediately

Imam(s) at one place calls piety as a fortified tower[158], at another occasion he has
called it the best treasure of prosperity[159] and at another point calls it the best
provision for the Hereafter[160] and at another occasion he calls it a panacea for every

[. defects of the body[161

:Besides these, piety has two other important impacts

Any body possessing piety will have a sort of insight by which he will understand the . 1
.secrets behind the creation

" اًناقَرُْف مْکَُل  لْعَجْیَ  هََّللا  اوقَُّتتَ  نْإِ  "

[If you are pious, God will grant you the power of distinction"[162"

:It is also mentioned in a tradition

" هِِناسَِل یلعَ  هِِبلقَ  نِم  هِمَکحِلا  عُیِبانیَ  ترَهَظَ  اًحابصَ  نَیعَِبراَ  صَلَخاَ الله  نمَ  "

If anybody purifies himself for God for forty days, the springs of knowledge will"
[follow from his heart towards his tongue."[163

(: It is also narrated in al-Kafi from Imam al-Baqir(s

یف َّلجَوََّزعَ  هللا  هُدَهـّزَ  لاِا  اًمویَ  نَیعَِبراَ  َّلجَوََّزعَ  هللا  رَکَذَ  دٌـبعَ  لَمَجاَ  امَ  لَاقَ  واَ  .اًمویَ  نَیعَِبراَ  َّلجَو  زّعَ  اللهاِب  نَاـمیلاِا  دُـبعَلا  صَلَخاَ  امـَ  "

" هَناسَِل اهِب  قَطَناوَ  هِِبلقَ  یف  هَمَکحِلا  تَبَثافَ  اهَءَاودَوَ  اهءادَ  هرََّصَبوَ  اینُّدلا 

If anybody purifies his faith for God for forty days If anybody calls the names of God,“
the compassionate for forty days, God will make him an austere in this world and
knowledgeable to diseases and their remedies and will make knowledge stable in his

[heart but current on his tongue”.[164

With the attainment of the precious capital of virtue the problems and . 2
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.hardships will be solved

" ارًسُْی هِرِْمأَ  نِْم  هَُل  لْعَجْیَ  هََّللا  قَِّتیَ  نْمَوَ  بُسِتَحْیَ ....  اَل  ثُْیحَ  نِْم  هُْقزُرْیَوَ  اجًرَخْمَ  هَُل  لْعَجْیَ  هََّللا  قَِّتیَ  نْمَوَ  "

And whoever is careful of (his duty to) Allah, He will make for him an outlet. And gives"
him sustenance from whence he thinks not … and whoever is careful of (his duty to)

[Allah He will make easy for him his affair".[165

Regarding all these points, it is the important role of piety which Imam Ali (s) puts in
.front of the agenda of his son's life

Of course, as it is repeatedly stated, this emphasis is not only for Imam Ali’s son, but
for all the believers who wish to possess human life and enjoy God-given insight and

.resolve the problems

Obeying God's Commands - 2

No doubt, God's Commands are issued for the benefits of individuals and societies. A
pious man, in order to gain these benefits, should always obey God's commands. It is

(: narrated from Imam Baqir(s

" تَّلقَ نِاوَ  دُْبعَلا  هِیلَعَ  مَادَ  امَ  َّلجَوََّزعَ  هللا  یلِا  لِامَعْلاا  ُّبحَاَ  "

The most favorable work in front of God is that work which is continuously carried"
[out by the believer, however insignificant it may be."[166

Of course, man, through his exercise and continuity of performing his tasks, attains
growth; or else, he would stay in one status, which is a complete loss. Regarding this,

:Imam Sadiq (s) has stated

نمَوَ بُرَقاَ  نِاصَقُنلا  یلِا  نَاکَ  هِسِفَن  یف  هدَایَِّزلا  فرِعیَ  مَل  نمَوَ  نوعُلمَ  وَهُفَ  امَهُُّرشَ  هِِمویَ  رُخِآ  نَاکَ  نمَوَ  نوُبْغمَ  وهُفَ  هُامَویَ  يوتَساَ  نمَ  "

" هِایحَلا نَِم  هَُل  رٌیخَ  تُومَلافَ  برَقاَ  نِاصَقُنلا  یلِا  نَاکَ 

Anybody who spends"
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two consecutive days identically, he is a loser; If anybody's work at the end of the
second day is worse than the work of the first day, he is cursed; anybody who does

[not improve is a loser, as well. And death is better than life for a loser."[167

It is on the basis of this fact that Imam(s) orders his son and his other spiritual sons to
obey God's commands so that the spirit of development and attaining genuine

.benefits and the obedience of God’s commands are kept alive in children

Build up your Heart with God's Remembrance - 3

Remembering God is emphasized both in The Holy Qur’an and Islamic traditions[168]
to the degree that it is considered more important than the prayer[169] itself. It is

[considered the most favorable act.[170

In the Qur’an and tradition a lot of benefits are enumerated for God's remembrance.
:Among them are the following

:God's remembrance is a comfort for hearts ( 1)

" بُوُلقُْلا ُّنِئمَطْتَ  هَِّللا  رِکْذِِب  اَلأَ  هَِّللا  رِکْذِِب  مْهُُبوُلُق  ُّنِئمَطْتَوَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  "

Those who believe and whose hearts are set at rest by the remembrance of Allah;"
[now surely by Allah's remembrance are the hearts set at rest."[171

Allah's remembrance takes away any mental disturbances and forces one to ( 2)
perform good deeds both in the private and in public and keeps him from evil-doings

.and guilts

Allah's remembrance keeps man away from disunion and Satan's temptations. ( 3)
"God's remembrance is any believer's capital and its benefit is protection against the

." Satan

On the other hand, stopping God's remembrance and forgetting Him entails the
:following consequences

Turning away from God's remembrance results in . 1
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:one's life becoming strained

" یمَعْأَ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هُرُشُحَْنوَ  اکًنضَ  هًشَیعِمَ  هَُل  َّنإِفَ  يرِکْذِ  نْعَ  ضَرَعْأَ  نْمَوَ  "

And whoever turns away from my remembrance, his shall surely be a straitened life,“
[and We will raise him on the day of resurrection, blind”.[172

.Anybody who forgets God's remembrance will be the Satan's companion . 2

" نٌیرِقَ هَُل  وَهُفَ  اًناطَْیشَ  هَُل  ضِّْیقَُن  نِامَحَّْرلا  رِکْذِ  نْعَ  شُْعیَ  نْمَوَ  "

And whoever turns himself away from the remembrance of the Beneficent God, We“
[appoint for him a Shaitan, so he becomes his associate”.[173

Anybody who forgets Allah's remembrance shall be subjected to forgetting his own . 3
:identity. Such a person will definitely go against man's perfection

" مْهُسَفُْنأَ مْهُاسَْنأَفَ  هََّللا  اوسَُن  نَیذَِّلاکَ  اوُنوکُتَ  اَلوَ  "

And be not like those who forsook Allah's so He made them forsake their own souls”.“
[[174

مْهُیَسِنَفَ هََّللا  اوسَُن  : And in the Sura of al-Tawba Allah has stated

[They have forsaken Allah, so He has forsaken them.”[175“

Factors for and Against God's Remembrance

In the Holy Qur’an and Islamic Tradition there are mention of those factors which
:either make God's remembrance easy or make it hard

There are some pious persons whose appearances make one remember God. . 1
:Regarding this, the Great Prophet has stated

" هُلمَعَ هِرَخِلآا  یف  مکُبََّغرَوَ  هقُطِنمَ  مکُمَلعِ  دَازَوَ  هُتیؤرُ  اللهاِب  مکُرََّکذَ  نمَ  مکُرُایَخِ  "

The best of you are those whose meeting makes you remember God and whose“
logic adds to your knowledge and whose behaviors increase your liking for the
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[Hereafter”.[176

:The Holy Qur’an and its constructive verses is a good factor to remember God . 2

" الًیِبسَ هِِّبرَ  یَلإِ  ذَخََّتا  ءَاشَ  نْمَفَ  هٌرَکِذْتَ  هِذِهَ  َّنإِ  "

,Surely this is a reminder, then let him“
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[who will take the way to his lord”.[177

:The prophets, too, are good reminders of Allah . 3

" رٌِّکذَُم تَْنأَ  امََّنإِ  رِّْکذَفَ  "

[Therefore do remind, for you are only a reminder."[178"

.A Survey of the lives of the great men in the past, too, is a factor to remember Allah . 4

یقَْلأَ وْأَ  بٌْلقَ  هَُل  نَاکَ  نْمَِل  يرَکْذَِـل  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  صٍیحِمَ  نِْم  لْهَ  دِالَِبْلا  یِف  اوُبَّقنَفَ  اشًطَْب  مْهُْنِم  ُّدشـَأَ  مْهُ  نٍرْقَ  نِْم  مْهُلَْبقَ  انـَکْلَهْأَ  مْکَوَ  "

" دٌیهِشَ وَهُوَ  عَمَّْسلا 

And how many a generation did we destroy before them who were mightier in"
prowess than they, so they went about and about in the lands. Is there a place of
refuge? Most surely there is a reminder in this for him who has a heart or he gives ear

[and is a witness.[179

.God's prayer is also a factor to remember God . 5

" يرِکْذِِل هَالََّصلا  مِْقأَ  "َ

[Keep up prayer for My remembrance"[180"

But there are factors which hinder Allah's remembrance: Among them are the
:following

:A Liking for the transitory appearances of the world . 1

" هَِّللا رِکْذِ  نْعَ  مْکُدُاَلوْأَ  اَلوَ  مْکُُلاوَْمأَ  مْکُهِْلُت  اَل  "

[Let not your wealth or your children divert you from the remembrance of Allah”.[181“

:Long and inaccessible wishes . 2

[182 " ] لُمَأَْلا مْهِهِْلُیوَ  "

". That hope may beguile them"
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:Shaitan (Satan) is also one of the factors which make us forget God . 3

" هَِّللا رَکْذِ  مْهُاسَنأَفَ  نُاطَْیَّشلا  مْهِْیلَعَ  ذَوَحْتَسْا  "

The Shaitan has gained the mastery over them, so he has made them forget the"
[remembrance of Allah".[183

Committing sins and following one's wishes are also among the factor which forces . 4
:us to forget God

نعَ مکُلَغَشتَفَ  اهَوعُیطُِت  لاوَ  هِوَهشَلا  عِابَِّتا  نِم  ُّدشَاَ  یصِاعمَلا  یف  سَیَل  "

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 128 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


" اللهِا رِکذِ 

Among sins, there is no sin worse than following one's wishes. Therefore, do not"
[follow them since they will hinder you from remembering God."[184

The Great Prophet (s), regarding this, has stated: "A person who obeys God definitely
remembers God, although his prayers and fasting and his reading of Qur’an might be
little. Anybody who commits sins has definitely forgotten God although his prayers

[and fasting and his reciting of the Qur’an might be a lot.[185

The Reality Behind God's Remembrance

At the end of this discussion, it is necessary to mention the following fact: should the
God's remembrance, which has so many benefits and its negligence entails so many
evil consequences, including the one which Imam has emphasized: "My son I
recommend that you construct your heart by remembering God" be taken

?superficially or is there some other reality behind it

No doubt, the mere repetition of expressions such as “glory be to Allah, praise be to
can َربَکا هللاوَ  هللا  لاِا  هَلِا  ـلاوَ  دُـمحَلاوَ الله  هللا  نَاحَبسـُ  ” Allah, there is no god but Allah and Allah is great
not have all those benefits we have mentioned. The purpose behind remembering
God should be the realization that God is present at every location and knows every

.good and evil actions of ours

Man should not be negligent of God. Obviously such a God remembrance forces man
.to carry out his tasks and makes him avoid indulging in disobedience

Fortunately, in our Islamic traditions, there appear a lot of emphases on this point:
:Some of these will follow

a) The Great
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:Prophet, in his will to Imam Ali(s), stated

:O Imam Ali, a person can not do justice in three aspects"

When he makes his religious brother share in his possessions, when he wishes to
carry out justice towards others, and remembering God at all times. God
remembrance does not only include saying “glory be to Allah, praise be to Allah, there
is no god but Allah and Allah is great”. Rather, it simply means: when you want to

[commit a sin, be afraid and stop doing it."[186

b) Imam as-Sadiq (s) has said, "Anybody who is really remembering Allah, is obedient
to Him and anybody who is negligent of such remembrance is sinful. Thus, obedience
towards God is a sign of being on the right path and sin is a sign of being misguided.

[Both of these stem from either God's remembrance or negligence to do so"[187

c) Imam Ali (s) has said, "Don’t remember God only at leisure time, neither forget Him
.when you are busy

Remember Him when your tongue and your heart are in harmony. You will remember
[Him truly only when you forget yourself entirely”.[188

Clearly, this kind of God remembrance will stop man to engage in commiting sins and
will force him to carry out prayers. Such remembrances will enlighten and construct

.your hearts

Hold Fast to the Covenant of Allah together - 4

?What is stronger than the contract between you and God

Man in his life is constantly under the pressure of love for this world, love for
possessions, love for positions and love for wife, children and other desires; these

factors may make him
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go astray. He would never have reached man's perfection if God had not prepared for
" اوُقَّرفَتَ اَلوَ  اعًیمِجَ  هَِّللا  لِْبحَِب  اومُصِتَعْاوَ   " him some mechanisms to protect him. God has said

[And hold fast by the covenant of Allah altogether and be not disunited”[189“

The question which is raised here is: What is meant by "The covenant of Allah"? Is it
?Islam, or Qur’an, or the Prophet's kinfolks

The fact is that by "the covenant of Allah" is meant any means which leads him to the
[Divine aims. On the other hand, "The covenant of Shaitan" leads him astray.[190

Thus, the Qur’an, Islam and the Prophet's family could be used as covenants, as it is
[written in traditions.[191

The tradition of Abi Sa'eed al-Khidry narrated from the Prophet (s) confirms this fact:
,The Prophet(s) has said

نَِم دٌودُـممَ  لٌبحَ  هللا  بَاتکِ  رِخَلآا : نَِم  ربَکاَ  امَهُدُحـَاَ  يدِـعَب ، اوُّلضـِتَ  نَل  امَهِِب  مُتذخـََّتا  نِا  نِیلَبحَ ، مکُیِف  تُکْرَتَ  دقـَ  یِّنِا  سُاّنلا  اـهُّیا  "

" ضَوحَلا َّیلعَ  ادَرِیَ  یّتحَ  اقرِتَفیَ  نَل  امهَُّنِا  یِتیَب  لَهاَ  یِترَتعِوَ  ضِرْلاا  یلِا  ءِامَّسلا 

O people! I left among you two ropes (covenants). If you grasp them, you will not go"
astray after me: One is bigger than the other, and it is Qur’an, which is drawn from the
Heaven to the earth. The second one is my kinfolks. Be aware that these will never

[separate till they join me in the Kousar pond."[192

As you will notice, the Prophet of Islam(s) negates separation on condition that we
grasp those two ropes. Or else, it will be useless because a sick man will not cure

himself if
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he has the prescription and the drug without acting upon them. Islam, Qur’an and
Prophet's family can not cure our spiritual and mental disturbances unless we obey
God's command as issued in the Qur’an and stated by the Prophet's family members.
It is for this reason that Imam Ali(s) recommends that his son – and all his spiritual
sons as well – connect themselves with God's rope. He has emphasized that there is
no bond and covenant stronger than that between God and people. This is on

.condition that one should act as he is ordered

( هظعوملاب کبلق  ییحا   ) Enlighten Your Heart with Exhortation - 5

explaination

Exhortation is a discourse which gets people emotionally involved and leads man
.through warning him of the consequences of his evil–doings

By listening to preaching, one's heart softens so much that he automatically is led
.towards good deeds

Ostad Motahhari, in his discussion of wisdom and exhortation, has defined
.exhortation clearly

He writes, "As it is written in the Qur’an,[193] exhortation is one of the three ways of
(. calling people to Islam (wisdom, exhortation, disputation

مُلَعْأَ وَهُوَ  هِِلیِبسَ  نْعَ  َّلضـَ  نْمَِب  مُلَعْأَ  وَهُ  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  نُسَحْأَ  یَهِ  یِتَّلاِـب  مْهُْلدِاجـَوَ  هِنَسـَحَْلا  هِظَعِوْمَْلاوَ  هِمَکْحِْلاِـب  کَِّبرَ  لِـیِبسَ  یَلإِ  عُدْا  "

" نَیدِتَهْمُْلاِب

Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and goodly exhortation and have“
disputations with them in the best manner; surely your Lord best knows those who go

”. astray from His path, and He knows best those who follow the right way

The difference between exhortation and wisdom lies in the fact that wisdom (hekma)
is training, whereas exhortation is warning; wisdom is to inform, exhortation is
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to awaken; wisdom is a struggle against ignorance, exhortation is a struggle against
negligence; wisdom relies on thought, whereas exhortation relies on hearts and
emotion; wisdom teaches, exhortation reminds; wisdom increases the content of
mind and exhortation makes the mind to use its content. Wisdom is a light,
exhortation is to open the eyes to see better. Wisdom is for thinking, exhortation is for
self – realization; wisdom is the language of intelligence, but exhortation is the

[message of spirit."[194

The important point in exhortation is the spiritual relation between the preached and
the preacher; the stronger the spiritual position of the preacher, the greater will be

.his influence over the preached

An example is the preached named Homan, a friend of Imam Ali's(s), who was so
[under the influence of the preacher that he passed away.[195

.When the preacher is honest, his speech will have tremendous effect on the audience

Although there are numerous preaches in either the Qur’an and the books of
traditions narrated from the Prophets, the infallible imams, God's men, especially
from Loqman, which have come down to us, and our poets have gone to extremes in
this relation. Imam Ali's Nahjol Balagha has excelled in this aspect. Here, we will only

:present one of his preaches to a man

Imam(s) said to the man who had asked him for a preach: "Do not be one of those
who wait for the prosperity in the other world without having done good deeds here;
,they procrastinate repentance with long wishes; they talk about the world like monks
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but behave like worldly people; they will not be satisfied with anything they get and
will not be convinced if they do not get anything. They are unable to thank God for
what they have; they even ask for more. They forbid other people from doing wrong,
but they carry on doing evil. They love well – doers but will do good deeds themselves.
They consider sinners as their enemies, but they are among the sinners. Because of
the bulk of their sins, they consider death as abominable; but they will carry on living,

.doing wrong all the time

If they fall ill, they regret; but if they are healthy, they feel secure and continue with"
their pleasure – takings. When they are healthy, they are haughty and proud; but

.when they are entangled, they are desperate

If they are inflicted with a disaster, they pray to God like the wretched ones. And if"
.they are affluent, they shun God, such as the haughty

Their egoes force them to carry out what they assume to be right, but they will put"
aside the Hereafter affairs which they have conviction to be true. They are sorry for
those who perform sins smaller than their own, but they are more hopeful for
themselves for what they have done. If they are affluent, they become proud and if

.they become poor, they will lose hope

They are lazy in action and exaggerate in questioning. When confronted with a lust,"
they put sin in front, and postpone repenting! If they are inflicted by
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a disaster, they will lose patience. They will describe to you how to take an advice, but
will never take a lesson. They preach a lot, but they will never accept advice. They talk
a lot, but do very little, They put forth a lot of energy for this mortal life, but they
procrastinate for the eternal Hereafter, They fear death, but they miss the
opportunities. They consider big the small sins of others, whereas they consider
nothing of their own big sins. They think that their own worship is too much, but that
that of others is nothing. They find fault with others' work, but they think of
themselves as flawless. Sharing pleasure with the rich is considered more favorable
than God's remembrance with the poor. They judge in their own interests and against
others. They lead others but mislead themselves. People obey them, but they
themselves commit sins. They receive their rights, but do not give people their rights.
They fear people even in doing what is not God – forbidden, but do not fear God in

[doing harms to people"[196

Seyyid ar-Radhiy, the collector and editor of NahjolBalagha, adds at the end of the
above expressions: This discourse would be enough for the preach and the insight of

.the readers, even if there were nothing more of this sort in NahjolBalagha

The Best Preachers and most Excellent Preaches

A wise and knowledgeable man takes advice from anything in the environment for
there is a piece of advice in every thing. Regarding this, Imam Ali (s) has stated:

"There is a
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[piece of advice in every thing for any learned and wise person."[197

Abalkheir is reported to have said, "I was crossing an alley in which toilet – cleaners
were cleaning a toilet – well. My companions guarded their noses from the smell and
escaped the scene. The cleaner addressed them, saying: This shit tells you something
in plain language: it says: We are those delicious foods for which you tried so much.
We stayed with you and turned into this junk. Why are you fleeing us. We are the color

." and smell of your inside

Upon hearing this, the crowd shouted and started crying. Lots of emotions were seen
[in those moments.[198

But some preachers and certain preaches have a more delicate impact upon
:audience. Among them are the following

a) The Qur’an

Nobody can give us pieces of advice better than Allah, who is aware of every aspect
:of our existence

[199 "] هِِب مْکُظُعِیَ  اَّمعِِن  هََّللا  َّنإِ  "

"Surely Allah admonishes you with what is excellent"

.The Holy Qur’an, which is Allah's discourse, in many cases talks about admonishing

For this reason, the Great prophet (s) calls the Holy Qur’an the most straightforward
.discourse and the sharpest preach and the best kind of stories

Imam Ali (s), as well, emphasizes that: "Allah has not preached anybody with words
[like those that appear in the Qur’an"[200

:b) The Death and a survey of the lives of the men in the past

The death and what happened to the men in the past are good preachers. The
اًظعِاوَ تِومَلاِب  یفَکَ  :prophet (s) has said
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Death by itself could be enough to sermonize"
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[us."[201

Regarding this, Imam Ali (s) emphasizes: "I recommend that you always remember
death and lessen your negligence of it. How do you ignore death when it is after you?
How would you escape malekol mout [The Angel of Death] when it would not give you
another chance? Those dead people you have observed would suffice for your taking
advice. They were carried to the raves without letting them mount horses, and they
were put in the graves without their having power to descend themselves. It is as if
they did not belong to the crowds of this world, and had not spent all their lives here.
The Hereafter was their original shelter, but they were afraid of it. They finally chose
this as their ultimate resting place. They had taken pleasure in things which they had

.to separate from themselves

But they spoiled what they had finally to face. Now, they are neither powerful to put
aside the wrong-doings which they have already committed, nor can they add any

.good deeds to their records

They had got accustomed to the world, but they became arrogant. They had trusted"
the world, but it betrayed them. May God bless you all. Try to reach to the house
where you are appointed to occupy and appreciate, through your worshiping, all
those assets God has bestowed upon you. Avoid committing an arrogance or offense.
This is because tomorrow is close to today. How fast do hours fly? How speedy do

[months escape? Every hour, day, month passes speedily."[202

,Imam Ali (s), elsewhere
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has emphasized the same point: "In the history there are numerous pieces of advice;
where are the Amaleqe, where are their offspring's? Where are the Pharohs and their
children? Where are the people of the cities of Rass, who killed the prophets and put
out the lights of their traditions and enlivened the ways of the tyrants and
aggressors? Where are those leaders who mobilized thousands of army and built up

?cities

O Believers!, I recommend you piety towards God, the same God who dressed you"
elegantly and He who has provided you with abundance. If there were any way to live
eternally or to escape death, Solomon, the son of David, had definitely chosen it. This
is because God had given him the control of jinn's and human beings together with

Prophet hood. But when

his days were gone and the death arrows were being thrown at him, he left this world,
[leaving behind houses, and shelters. Some other people later on occupied them."[203

:c) Time

The lapse of time, which sometimes makes a nation prosperous and another tribe
miserable, could be a good source of admonition. Imam Musa Ibn Jaafar(s), giving

:advice to his intelligent student Hosham, says

Take your advice from the world and its inhabitants." This might be one of the "
”. reasons why the Holy Qur’an swears by the Time or “wal Asr

Imam Ali (s), considering the time as the best advice-giver and teacher, emphasizes
:the point at issue

" تِاتَشَلاوَ نِیبَلاِب  کَُنذِؤُتوَ  تِلااحَلا  رُِیاغتَ  نِم  کَیرُِت  امَِب  تَحْصتَنِا  وَل  اینُّدلا  کََل  حٍصِاَن  غُلَباَ  "

The world gives you the"
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best pieces of advice on condition that you will take lessons from the separations that
[it brings about"[204

What is disturbing is the fact that the factors of taking lessons are numerous but the
[number of people who take advice is few.[205

It is narrated: when Imam Ali (s) was passing Madae'n, he observed Noushirvan's
.castle which was in a dilapidated form

Imam Ali (s) said: “Why do you not read Dukhan's Verses 25-29 from the Qur’an which
:says

مْهِْیلَعَ تْکََب  امـَفَ  نَیرِخَآ  امـًوْقَ  اهـَانَْثرَوْأَوَ  کَِلذَکـَ  نَیهِکِافـَ  اهـَیِف  اوُناکـَ  هٍمَْعَنوَ  مٍیرِکَ  مٍاقـَمَوَ  عٍورُزُوَ  نٍوُیعُوَ  تٍاَّنجَ  نِْم  اوکـُرَتَ  مْکَ  "

" نَیرِظَنُم اوُناکَ  امَوَ  ضُرْأَْلاوَ  ءُامََّسلا 

How many of the gardens and fountains have they left? And cornfields and noble"
places! And goodly things wherein they rejoiced; thus it was, and We gave them a
heritage to another people. So the heaven and the earth did not weep for them, nor

[were they respited.[Qur’an 44:25-29][206

:d) Experiences

As we know, one of the safe ways of acquiring knowledge is to use other people's
.experiences

:Concerning this, Imam (s) in this letter says

Peruse diligently and decidedly those affairs which scholars have painstakingly"
." gathered and have freed you from further attempts

In ethics and preaches, as well, our experience is the best friend and agent for
adopting the right way and avoiding the improper methods. In this regard, Imam Ali

:(s) has said

" اًبِّدؤُم بِرِاجَتَلاِب  یفَکَ  "
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;i) Experiences are the best agents for teaching the rules of ethics)

" اوُبَّرجَ امَ  بِابَللاَا  يوِذَِل  هًظَعِ  یفَکَ  "

;ii) Experiences are the best source of advice for the wise)

" هٌظَعِومَ هٍَبرِجتَ  ِّلکُ  یف  "

iii) There is a piece of)
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;advice in every experience

" کَظَعَوَ امَ  تَبَّرجَ  امَ  رُیخَ  "

;iv) The best source of getting advice is experience)

" بُرِاجَتَلا هُتظَعَوَ  نمَ  لُِقاعَلا  "

[v) The wise man is he who gets advice from his experiences.[207)

:It is on the basis of such observations that the Prophet (s) has said

" نِیتََّرمَ رٍحْجُ  نِم  نُِمؤمُلا  غُدَلُی  "لا 

[A believer will not get bitten twice from the same hole."[208"

The Most Superior Preaches

part 1

Since the number of the most superior preaches in the Qur’an, Tradition and
prophets' maxims is huge, it would be impossible to include all of them here. Here it
will suffice to present only fifteen of the best preaches: one of which is from the

(. Qur’an and the rest belong to the 14 infallible ones (s

[209 " "] يدَارَُفوَ ینَْثمَ  هَِّلِل  اوُموقُتَ  نْأَ  هٍدَحِاوَِب  مْکُظُعِأَ  امََّنإِ  لُْق  ( a

"Say: I exhort you only to one thing, that rise up for Allah's sake in twos and singly"

As you will notice, God exhorts people, in this verse, only to one thing: that is, rise up
only for God's sake, not for other considerations, and it is this kind of uprising which is

.fruitful

Imam Khomeini, (May God Bless him) 45 years ago, when a mercenary writer insulted
the Islamic sacred things, wrote a letter, which still exists in yazd's Vaziri library. He

:has brought up the issue of uprising for God's sake
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The exalted God has, in this honorable discourse, referred to everything from nature"
up to man's humanity. It is the best preach which God of the two worlds has adopted.

This item is the only way of reformation in this world: it
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is uprising for God which raised the status of Ibrahim and has freed him from nature;
it is this word which made Moses (s) defeat the Pharaoh and his followers with a stick,
and put an end to their dynasty. It was this word which made the last of the prophets
(s) single-handedly defeat the beliefs and customs of the pagan state of the Arabs
before Islam and threw out their idols from God's House and substituted piety and

[monotheism for them."[210

It is just this preach which is called "a preliminary stage to manazel Assa'erin" by the
[Gnostics and is recommended that every Gnostic carry it out."[211

:b) Qeis Ibn Aasim says

Some men of bani Tameem and I went to pay a visit to the Prophet (s) and said: O “
God's prophet. Since we are not always at your presence and since we live on the

.desert, please exhort us so that we may be on the right path

The Prophet (s) said, "O Qeis: There is always wretchedness with glory, death with
life, and Hereafter with the world. Each one of us is also accountable for what we do,

.either good or bad

You are inevitably accompanied by a person who is put in grave with you: you are"
dead, but he is alive. If he is generous, he will endear you. If he is wretched, he will

.betray you

.Then, you together will be present on Doom's Day

They will ask you about him. Thus, choose the proper person. That is because if he is
well-doer, you will
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.accompany him and if he is miserable, you will be afraid of him

[That he or him is your action[212

c) Fatima az-Zahra (s) in a sermon which she delivered before Mohajereen and Ansar,
after the death of the prophet (s), emphasized the observance of piety and the
worship to God and obedience to the prophet (s) saying "lord, the Almighty offered
you faith to purify you from idolatry, prayer to rid you of arrogance, zakat (statutory
Islamic levy on specified items to be used for Moslems’ welfare) to cleanse your soul
and to add to your sustenance, fasting to strengthen your sincerity, hajj pilgrimage to
fortify the structure of religion, Justice to put the hearts in order, our obedience to set
the nation in order, Imamate to secure Unity, Jihad to secure the dignity of Islam,
patience to receive the rightful wages, the principle of not to commit what is Unlawful
and recommending to do good to secure the public, do good towards parents to
protect yourselves against Allah’s wrath, the meeting of your relatives to lengthen
your lives, retaliation to stop bloodshed, fulfillment of solemn vows to get Allah’s
pardon, precision in weighing articles to stop cheating, banning the drinking of wine to
secure the cleanliness of souls, avoidance of accusation to stay away from God’s
curses, the stoppage of theft and robbery to stay clean, and finally the forbiddance of

.blasphemy to believe in Almighty God

Therefore, fear God as He deserves your fright and when you leave this world, be a
Moslem. Obey God
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in carrying out what He has ordered you to do and avoid doing what you are not
[permitted to. It is true that only the wise fear God"[213

d) Imam Ali (s) has stated: I will give you five pieces of advice. To obtain them, the
.more you try the better it is

.i) Never rely on anybody except God)

.ii) Fear only your sins)

.iii) Never be ashamed to say "No" when you do not know the question you are asked)

.iv) Do not be ashamed to learn what you do not know)

v) Show patience in any activity you are informing. This is because patience to faith is)
the head to the body: A body with no head is of no use, so is faith without patience.

[[214

e) Imam Hassan Mojtaba, among his recommendations has said, "O children of Adam
avoid doing what Allah has ordered not to do in order for you to be considered as His
obedient subject. Be content with what Allah has given you till you become affluent;
behave your neighbors kindly in order for you to be a true Moslem. Behave towards
people as you would like to be treated. There used to be rich people among you who
had amassed lots of possessions and had built fortified buildings and had far-fetched
.whims and desires. All of them were destroyed and their residence turned into graves

O Adam's children! You have been trying to annihilate yourselves ever since you were
born. Then save from what you have for your future. This is because a true believer
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.prepares provisions and an infidel indulges in transitory pleasures

:Imam Ali (s) then recited this verse from sura of Baqara 197

" يوَْقَّتلا دِاَّزلا  رَْیخَ  َّنإِفَ  اودَُّوزَتَوَ  "

[. And make provision, for surely the provision is the guarding of oneself" [Qur’an 2:197"

f) A man arrived at Imam Hossein's presence, saying : I am a guilty man; I am unable
to avoid sins. Give me a piece of advice. Imam Hossein (s) replied: "Do five pieces of

:work; then, commit any number of sins you wish

i) Do not make use of God's daily bread and then commit any number of wrong-)
.doings

.ii) Go outside God's territory, then do whatever sins you wish to commit)

iii) Select a place for carrying out your sins where God is not present. Then do what)
.you wish

iv) When the Angel of Death comes to take away your soul, make him leave you; then)
.do what you wish

v) When Malik (The inquiring Angel of the Hell) wanted to throw you in the fire, do not)
[enter the Hell; then, do as you wish.[215

Of course, this tradition is attributed at the same time to the Prophet (s), Imam
(. Hassan (s) and Imam Zeinol Aabideen (s

g) A man came to Imam Ali Ibn al-Hossein (s) and complained about his troubles.
Imam (s) told him, "Adam's child is miserable because everyday encounters three
calamities, but he does not take his lesson. It would be easy for him if he took lessons

:from his turbulences

First, every day his life becomes shorter. He becomes depressed if there is reduction
in his possessions. But
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he should know that there is a substitute for worldly possessions, none for one's life,
.however

Secondly, he makes complete use of his daily bread. If it is religiously permissive
.(halal), he will be accounted for, and if it is not permissible, then he will be punished

Thirdly, and this is graver than the other two: when he brings a day to the end, he is in
fact approaching the Hereafter, still not knowing whether he is heading for Heaven or

[Hell.[216

part 2

h) Says Jabir Ibn Yazid Jaafi, "I worked for eighteen years for Imam Baqir (s). On
getting permission to leave him, I asked him for a piece of advice. Imam asked: Jabir,
after eighteen years? You are a bottomless ocean of knowledge which is obtainable
by nobody. Then Imam said, send my regards to my followers and tell them: There is
no distance between us and God. Nobody may approach Him, but through his

.worships

Oh Jabir, anybody who obeys God and loves us is considered as our friend; anybody
.who commits sins, our friendship for him is useless

Oh Jabir, is there anybody who asks God for something, but is denied to receive it? Is
there anybody who relies on God, but receives no protection? Is there anybody who

?trusts God, but is betrayed by Him

Oh Jabir, consider this world as a shelter in which you will stay just for a few days and
then you will leave it. Isn't the world like a horse on which you ride in your dreams but

when you wake
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.up there is no trace of the horse? This world is comparable to a used garment

[Oh Jabir, for wise people, this world is like a shadow.[217

The expression "There is no god but Allah" is a source of magnanimity of the speaker
of it. Prayer is a means to avoid arrogance, alms will increase one's daily bread;
fasting and Hajj pacify the hearts. Religious punishment protects people's bloodshed
and a friendship with the prophet's family strengthens the religion. May God put us
among those who, in the private, fear their God and are frightened of the

[Resurrection Day."[218

i) Sofyan Thuri says, "I went to the presence of Imam Ja'afar (s) and I told him: Give
me a piece of advice to keep after you; Imam asked: will you remember it, O Sofyan?
I replied: yes, O son of the prophet's daughter. Then he said: O Sofyan: A liar lacks

.manliness; a liar is not at comfort

There is no brother for kings, no friends for the arrogant, no generous person for a
.bad-tempered person

Then, the Imam (s) was silent. I asked him, O son of the prophet's daughter, please
continue: O Sofyan: rely on God to become knowledgeable; be content with what God
has given you to feel affluent; behave people as they behave you to increase your
faith; do not be company to wicked people since they will teach you some of their

.wickedness and in your affairs, consult those who are God-feared

Then I pleaded once again: O Sofyan, one who wishes for glory without power
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and affluence should prefer God's glorious obedience to the wretched committing sins
.to God

O Sofyan: My father exhorted me to three things and warned me against three
others: He said, My son: one who accompanied wicked people shall not remain intact;
one who is not careful in his speech, will be regretful; and one who frequents nasty

.places will be accused

I asked: O son of the prophet's God: what are those three things which you were
?warned against

He said: My father told me not to accompany one who is jealous towards one's
[affluence, the rejoicer at another's misfortune, and a talebearer."[219

:j) Imam Musa al-Kadhim (s) has said

نَیذَِّلا تِاقُثلاوَ  نِاوَخلاا  هِرَشـَاعَمُِل  هٌعَاسَوَ  شِاعمَلا  رِملاَ  هٌعَاسَوَ  هللا  تِاجـَانَمُِل  هٌعَاسـَ  تٍاعـَاسَ : عََبراَ  مکُُنامـَزَ  نَوکُیَ  ناَ  یف  اودُهـِتَجإِ  "

ثِـلاثَلا یلع  نَورُدِـقتَ  هِعَاَّسلا  هِذِـهِبوَ  مَّرحَمَ  رِیغَ  یف  مکُِتاَّذـلِل  اهـَیِف  نَولخت  هٌعَاسـَوَ  نِطِابـَلا ، یف  مکَُل  نَوصُِلخُیوَ  مکَُبویعُ  مکَُنوُـفِّرعَُی 
.صرِحیَ رِمُعُلا  لِوطُِب  اهَثَّدحَ  نمَوَ  لَخَِب  رِْقفَلاِب  هُسَفَن  ثََّدحَ  نمَ  هَّناِفَ  رٍمعُ  لِوطُِب  لاوَ  رٍقفَِب  مکُسَفُناَ  اوُثِّدحَُت  .تاعاسَ لا 

رِومُا یلع  کَِلذَِـب  اوُنیعِتَـساوَ  هِیِف  فَرَسـَ  امَوَ لا  هَِّورمُلا  مِلْثیَ  امَوَ لا  لِلاحَلا  نَِم  یهِتَـشتَ  امَ  اـهِئاطَعاِب  اینُّدـلا  نَِم  اًظـّحَ  مکُسـِفُنلاَ  اوُلعَجِا 
«" هُایَندُِل هُنَیدَ  كَرَتَ  وا  هِِنیدِِل  هُایَندُ  كَرَتَ  نمَ  اّنِم  سَیَل  : » يَورُ هَّناِف  نِیِّدلا 

Try to divide your day-and-night into four portions: one fourth to pray God, one "
fourth to earn one's sustenance, one fourth to have company of your brethren and
those one fourth in private to engage in lawful pleasures. This last part will give you

.energy to engage in the other three portions

Do not inculcate the ideas of poverty and longevity upon
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your mind because one who inculcates the idea of poverty upon himself will become
jealous and one who inculcates the idea of longevity upon himself will become greedy.
Take up your time in this world. And indulge in those lawful desires which will not
affect your manliness or will not be extravagant. Through this, you will be prepared to
take part in religious tasks. This is because there is a tradition which says, "One who
sells his world to his religion, or loses his religion for this world does not belong to us."

[[220

k) Imam Reza (s) has said: seven things without seven items will cause the laughter of
:the public

First, one who seeks Allah's forgiveness only orally, but is not regretful deep inside,
.has made fun of himself

Second, one who asks for God's help, but shows no effort of himself, has made fun of
.himself

Third, one who asks God for the paradise, but is not patient enough, has also made
.fun of himself

Fourth, one who asks for God's protection against the Hell-fires, but will not abandon
.corrupting and misleading lusts and desires, has made fun of himself, as well

Fifth, one who talks about death but has not prepared himself for it, has made fun of
.himself

.Sixth, one who remembers death, but is not willing to face it, has made fun of himself

Seventh, one who desires to be cautious, but does not show caution at the proper
[time, has made fun of himself.[221

l) A man asked the ninth Imam (s), Jawad: Give me some advice. Imam
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s) asked: Are you ready? The man's answer was positive. Imam (s) said. "Be very)
close to patience, accept poverty and desires; you are always watched by God. Thus,

[be watchful for what you do."[222

m) Our tenth Imam, Ali Alnaqi (s) has said: "One who fears God is feared by others,
and one who obeys God is obeyed by others. One who obeys God, does not fear the
wrath of others, One who angers God should be certain that he will face the anger of

[others."[223

n) Imam Hassan Asqary (s) told his Shia followers: I recommend to you that you
engage in God's piety, abstinence in your religion, trial for God's sake, truthfulness,
and trustworthiness in people's deposits, length of your prostrations, good treatment
of your neighbors, which was always done by Mohammad (s). Observe your prayers
with your neighbors, attend their funerals and pay a visit to their sick ones. Pay their
dues. Anyone of you who is pious and tells the truth and pays people’s deposits, and
treats people amicably, will make me happy. Such a person will be a true Shia and will

.be a point of honor for us, not a sign of our humiliation

Try to attract any kind of friendship towards us and make any wickedness turn away
from us because any good things said about us belong to us, and any bad thing
narrated about us does not belong to us. In the book of God, there is a constant right

reserved for us. We are relatives of God’s
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Prophet. God has purified us. No body can claim this position of ours except that he is
liar. Remember God a lot and do not forget death. Read God’s book very often. Send
God's praise to the Prophet. Doing so has ten benefits. Remember what I

[recommended to you. May God protect you. My blessings to you all."[224

o) The twelfth Imam, Imam Mahdi (s) in a letter which he wrote to Ishaq Ibn Ya'qub
and sent it to him through Mohammad Ibn Othman Ibn Sa'eed Omri, stated: The
appearance of deliverance depends on God. Those who determine its time are liars.
But concerning the occurance of events, refer to the narrators, since they are my

.reason to you and I am God's reason to them

But those who handle people's wealth, but cleanse some of it should know that they
are asking for Hell-fires. But khoms (20% Islamic levy on certain things) is paid by our

.Shia followers for their cleanliness. They can enjoy it till we make our appearance

But do not ask about the reason for our absence, because God in the Sure' Maidah
verse 101 has said, "O you who believe! Do not put questions about things, which if
declared to you, may trouble you." This is especially true in the case of my fathers
who were under some sort of allegiance of the agressors. But how to use me is how to
use the sun. When the sun is behind the clouds, I am a source of protection for the

earth dwellers in
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[the same way that stars are a source of protection for the sky inhabitants."[225

هداهزلاب هتمأ  و   ) ) Restrain Your Lusts with asceticism - 6

explainment

As we have already said: in order to survive, man is equipped with certain means such
as desires towards possession, food, clothing, shelter, horses, social positions, and

.sexual drives. If man did not have these innate drives, he would not attain perfection

But if these desires go beyond the status of means and justice and become aims by
themselves, they would, no doubt, bring about irreparable losses and will lead us

[toward the lowest of the low.[226

Although Islam considers one's beloved affairs as Hasane[227] (good) and

[embellishment of Allah,[228] it blames too much enchantment towards the world.[229

For this reason, Islam proposes the ethical principle of piety to control excessive
attachment to the differing manifestations of this world. Through this policy, Islam
harnesses man's exceeding demands and lusts from one hand, and tames his
aggressive spirit, on the other hand to the degree that he will say, as Imam Ali (s) has
What does Ali have to do with transitory assets and " " یقَْبتَ ـلا  هٍَّذَـلوَ  ینَفیَ  مٍیعِنَِلوَ  ٍّیلعَِل  امـَ  , " said

pleasures?"[230] and would agree with Hafiz: I'm a slave to the high-mindedness of
.that person, who is free from anything possessible

The Essence Of Asceticism in Islam

The word "zohd" or "asceticism" means lack of desire and to abandon something. It is
true that in the Qur’an and tradition the topic of asceticism and the lack of concern for

.this world is emphasized, and the world and its manifestations are blamed

.On the other hand, our religious leaders have had an ascetic approach, however

The issue to be researched here is whether the essence of

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 154 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


zohd is the same as monastic life which exists among Christians, Buddhists, and some
?other nations? Anyhow, what is the philosophy of the Islamic asceticism

Definitely, the Islamic asceticism does not imply monastic life. As we have said before,
from the view point of the Islamic logic, all life aspects, including wealth, women,
.clothing, foods and social positions and the like, are just a means for man's perfection

If these are used normally, not only will the world of other people be built, but the
Hereafter will also be built; this is because

" ایَْنُّدلا نِْم  کَبَیصَِن  سَنتَ  اَلوَ  هَرَخِآْلا  رَاَّدلا  هَُّللا  كَاتَآ  امَیِف  غِتَْباوَ  "

And seek by means of what Allah has given you the future abode, and do not neglect"
[your portion of this world”.[231

In fact, from the viewpoint of Islam, everything in this world is good and God has not
created any bad thing. Thus, neither the world nor its manifestations are bad. The

.liking of this world is naturally given to man

On the basis of these facts, we will see that The Holy Qur’an scolds monasticism, and
recognizes it as one of the innovations of Christian monks, who erroneously put
forward the existence of badness in the creation, and the conflict between this world
and the Hereafter, and entered these issues into the religion of Jesus Christ (s).[232]

[The prophet of Islam, too, has explicitly, rejected monoasticism.[233

The Prophet of Islam prohibited any kind of these deviations when he saw them
:among Moslems. The following two samples would suffice

a) One day, the wife of Othman Ibn Madh’oon
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went to the prophet (s), complaining about her husband. She said: O Messenger of
God: My husband goes on fasting during the days and stays alive at nights. Upon
hearing this, the prophet, being irritated, went to Othman; he was at prayer. Seeing
the prophet, he stopped praying. The prophet told him: God did not appoint me to
indoctrinate monkery, but He appointed me for the indoctrination of an easy and
moderate religion. I go on fasting, I pray and I sleep with my wife. Anybody who loves

[my religion should behave as I do. Marriage is among my sunnah (customs)"[234

b) One day three women came to see the prophet. One of them complained that her
husband did not eat meat; the second woman complained that her husband did not
use perfumes; and the third woman said her husband did not go to bed with his wives.
Upon hearing these complaints, the prophet (s) hurried to the mosque, dragging his
garment on the floor. After praising God, he said, "why some of my friends do not eat
meat and do not use perfumes and do not go to bed with their wives? But I eat meat, I
use perfumes and I go to bed with my wives. Any body who does not follow me does

[not belong to me."[235

In a story which is narrated in Nahjol Balagha, Imam Ali (s) had gone to pay a visit to
Ala Ibn zyad. He had a discussion with Athim Ibn zyad. In this story mockery is

.distinctively rejected
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The story goes on like this[236]: When Imam (s) saw the huge mansion of Ala, asked
him: what is the use of this huge house here when you will need it on the Hereafter? If
you want to have a big house like this in the other world, you have got to have guests
here, meet your relatives and pay people what you owe them. In this case you will
have a big house in the next world. Then Imam Ali (s) said: “I would like to complain
about my brother Athem. Imam (s) asked: What is wrong with him? He answered: He
wraps up a gown around himself and has said farewell to the world, ordered him to be
brought in his presense. Imam Ali (s) told him: the Satan has misled you. Why don’t
you show mercy upon your family? Don't you think God has made good things
permissible for you to use? Then, you are not using them? You are insulting God by

.your behavior

Athem asked Imam Ali (s): why do you put on rough garments and eat improper food?
Imam (s) answered: I am not like you, God has made the leaders of religion to be like

." the poor so that they can tolerate poverty

As we see from these texts: Islam opposes Monkery and the shunning of social
responsibilities. Islam does not allow us to forget our social tasks; neither does it
permit us to puton rough dresses and abandon material pleasures altogether to

.engage in worship and asceticism

Thus, by "Islamic
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piety" is meant the fact that man should live simply in order to carryout his individual
.and social responsibilities, and not to fear the hardships of life

It is obvious that "Islamic piety" only makes a man do his social duties in proper ways
and it is not to be taken to mean an approach which considers this world nasty or to
suppose a contrast between this world and Hereafter or to shun responsibilities as is

.the principle of the monkery

Thus, the Islamic piety is not in contrast with being rich or having social positions. The
point that a pious person should consider is that he should not love life aspects more
than God or truthfulness. He should not sacrifice Divine aims for personal interests.

[[237

Some Samples of Traditions

What we said above on the Islamic piety is not a haphazard interpretation. It is a
synopsis of different explanations given by books on tradition: Here are some of

:them

:a) The Prophet (s), in one of his maxims says

یف امَِب  کَنمَ  قََثوأَ  كَدِیـَ  یف  امِب  نَوکُتَ  ناَ لا  ایَنُّدـلا  یف  هدَاهَزُلا  َّنکِلوَ  لِاملا  هِعَاضَإِ  لاوَ  لَلاحَلا  مِیرِحتَِب  تسَیَل  اینُّدـلا  یف  هُدَاهَزُلا  "

" هللا دِیَ 

Piety is not to prohibit the Islamically lawful assets and to spoil wealth; rather, piety"
[is in not trusting what you have more than what is in the control of God"[238

:b) In Nahjol Balagha, Imam Ali (s) describes piety in the following manner

ملو یـضاملا  یلع  سأی  نمف  مْکُاتَآ " امَِب  اوحُرَْفتَ  اَلوَ  مْکُتَافَ  امَ  یلَعَ  اوْسَأْتَ  الَْیکَِل   " هَناحبسـُ هللا  لَاقـَ  نآرقُلا : نَِم  نِیتَمَِلکَ  نَیَب  دُـهزُلا  "

دهزلا ذخا  دقف  یتلآاب  حرفی 
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" هیفرطب

The essence of piety lies between two sentences of the Holy Qur’an: God the“
Almighty has said: "You may not grieve for what has escaped you, nor be exultant at

[what he has given you [Qur’an 57:23

One who does not grieve for what has passed and is not joyful over future has the
[two aspects of piety at his disposal."[239

:c) Elsewhere in Nahjol Balagha, we read

" مرِاحمَلا نعَ  عُرَوَلاوَ  مِعَِنلا  دَنعِ  رُکشُلاوَ  لِمَلأا  رُصُق  هُدَاهَُّزلا  سُاّنلا  اهَُّیاَ  "

O people! Piety means the shortness of whims and desires, thanking God when you“
[are blessed with assets, and the avoidance of unlawful affairs.[240

As you will notice, in each one of the three statements narrated from the Prophet (s)
.and Imam Ali (s), one of the complex meanings of piety is brought up

In the first sentence, after scolding the monks and hermits, who make God’s lawful
assets into unlawful affairs, and in this way, waste wealth, the great prophet (s)
mentions the spirit of piety as not to be a slave in the hands of social positions and

.lusts; rather, to prefer God over anything else

In the second sentence, it is implied that from a pious man’s point of view the world is
a means and not an aim in itself. Thus, a truly pious man does not slit his shirt if he

.loses what he possesses and will not feel proud for what he has

This lack of interest in the material life and being fond of getting God’s satisfaction is
not in contrast with being affluent. It happens that
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one has everything, but loves none of in. In contrast, one is deprived of everything,
.but is fond of his walking stick, for instance

:In the third and last sentence, Imam (s) refers to three signs of piety

To limit far-fetched whims and desires; this will lead to remember truthfulness and ( 1
.to forget one’s transitory interests

To use up God’s assets in the right way; this will lead to the employment of all ( 2
.material and spiritual forces for God

To avoid committing the Islamically unlawful affairs which hinder man to achieve ( 3
.perfection and which cause man and society to fall

Two Interesting Historic Events

It is narrated that molla Ahmad Naraqi, the writer of the erudite book "Mostanad al- . 1
Shia," and one of the great Shia jurisprudents and the teacher of Sheikh Morteza
Ansari, had a big mansion. Once a dervish went to his mansion. Looking at molla’s big
house, he started criticizing him, saying a great Shia scholar should not possess such

.a huge Huse

Based on Imam Sadiq’s statement that "it is not piety for a man not to possess
anything, but piety relies in the fact that nothing in this world should own and enslave

"him

" ئٌشَ کَکَِلمیَ  ناَ لا  دُهُّزلا  لَب  اًئیشَ  کَِلمتَ  ناَ لا  دُهُّزلا  سَیَل  "

and also based on the fact that for a pious man this world is a means and not an aim,
Naraqi asked the Derwish what kind of life he preferred. He replied, "I prefer my own
way of life which is freedom from possessing anything and involvement in journeys

"and worship

In order
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for the Dervish to realize that to own something does not imply being a slave to it,
Naraqi asked him to accompany him on a long excursion. On the way, they sat besides
a brook to take some rest. They took some loaves of bread, and then continued with
their journey. Having traveled a little, Naraqi observed that the Dervish was

.extremely upset

Naraqi inquired about his uneasiness. The Dervish said he had an ebony walking –
.stick, which he liked it very much, but he had left it beside the brook

Naraqi replied: Look, I put all my possession behind, and came on this trip with you.
How do you make such a noise over a stick? He then, said: “Let us separate and each

”. one go on his way

[Naraqi left him, heading for his house.[241

Although this event might not have happened in Naraqi’s life, it clearly shows one fact:
it is not piety for a man not to possess anything, but piety relies in the fact that nothing

.in this world should own and enchant us

:The Advice of Seyyid Ibn Tawoos to his son . 2

In chapter 14 of his book Kashfol Mohajja, which is written for the education of his son,
Seyyid Ibn Tavoos has brought out the issue that being wealthy and pious are not

:contradictory. He writes

Mohammad, my son: May God make you aware of what you need, and make you"
turn your attention towards Him. Some people believe that your grandfather

.Mohammad (s) and your father, Imam Ali (s) have been poor

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 161 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


These people assume that these great men gave away their sustenance to others,
and slept on empty stomachs. Therefore, they concluded that piety and poverty are

.the same and piety is in contrast to wealth

But this assumption is far from being true: this is because the prophets (s) were the
most affluent people in the sense that they were given whatever they wished for.
They were the richest of all because of their position as prophets. These great men
preferred people over themselves, however. They were content with what God had

.bestowed upon them

Among your great grandfather’s assets given to your mother Fatima (s) were Fadak
and Awali, the annual revenues of which were 24.000 dinars according to one tradition
and 70.000 dinars according to another tradition. But we should realize that Fatima (s)
and her husband and her father were among the greatest pious people. A small
portion of this revenue would suffice them. But remember that men of God never
dispute on the amount of possession given them by God. Therefore, their
employment of these resources is like the dominance of God over them. They are

.content with God's demands

And I have seen in a history book written in 237 AH, a tradition from your father Imam
Ali (s), who has said, "when I married Fatima (s) I did not have a carpet, but today I
have bequeathed such an amount of endowed property that if I divide it among all

[Bani Hashems, they would each get a big portion.[242

And it is written
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in the same book: when Imam Ali (s) bequeathed his endowed property which had the
annual income of 40.000 dinars, he wanted to sell his sword. When he was selling it, he
said, "If I had my dinner, I would not sell it" some other day, Imam Ali (s) said, "Who is

." going to buy that sword of mine? If I had the price of this garment, I would not sell it

The writer adds: Imam Ali (s) behaved like this when his income of the endowed
property was 40.000 dinars. O my son Mohammad! I swore to God who is present
everywhere and whose angles witness to this: In most cases, although your father
Imam Ali Ibn Musa (s) was managing this endowed property and its revenues by
dividing it among people as alms, he was most of the time left with nothing. Some
people, however, erroneously thought he donated from his saved treasure of gold.
Unfortunately, people have thought wrongly about your father. This always happened

.when people assumed wrong things about prophets and God's men

If your father had the control over all of the world, he would definitely divide it among
.the needy. But God had decided to give him by piecemeal

Thus, Mohammad, my son, you and your brothers and your offspring, follow the way
of your fathers who have gone the right way and God, as He has said, is the greatest

.Giver

In Ibrahim Ibn Mohammad Asha'ari's book, which is a reliable book, I have seen a
(: tradition from Imam Baqir (s
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When Imam Ali (s) passed away he owed 800.000 dirhams. Then, Imam Hassan (s) sold
one of the properties of Imam Ali (s) for 500.000 dirhams and another piece of property
for 300.000 dirhams to pay his debt. Imam Ali (s) had run up into this debt because he
did not leave anything from khoms (statutory 20% Islamic levy on things) for himself

.and gave it all to the needy

And I saw in Abdolah Ibn Beker's book that he had narrated from Imam Baqer (s):
Hossein (s) was martyred while he was in debt and Imam Ali Ibn Al-Hossein (s) sold a

.piece of land of that to clean his debts

And your ancestor Imam Ali (s) left some endowed properties for his children from
[Fatima (s) and put the superintendence among his children.[243

Thus, how do some stupid people assume that Imam Ali (s) was poor or erroneously
[think that God's men can not be affluent?[244

[Has God created this world and Hereafter for people whom He does not love?[245

The Philosophy of The Islmaic Piety

Now that we understand the difference between piety and monastic life, we should
recognize the philosophy of the Islamic piety. How come Islam has allowed us to use
all sorts of assets including sustenance and livelihood and ornaments, but under the
title of Islamic piety recommend to us not to use them excessively and advises us to

?have a simple life

Definitely, the Islamic piety is based on some valid reasons. And for these reasons it
:can rely on Islamic justice. Those reasons are the following

To tolerate . 1

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 164 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


hardships but to ask for others' comfort

In a society where not many people enjoy the rudiments of life: some are rich, but the
majority are poor, where some are affluent, but others suffer deprivation of all sorts,
the best way to bridge this gap is for the rich to adopt not only a simple and easy life,
but be ready to share what they have with the needy. They should even go so far as
to let others eat when they themselves avoid eating, dress others when they don't

.have enough to wear, to let other have comfort when they themselves suffer

This state of the affairs, which in books on ethics is interpreted as sacrifice, is felt to
be more crucial in a society where deep gaps exist among social layers. For this
reason, the Holy Qur’an praises the people of Medina (the Ansar) Who gave priority to

:the needs of Mohajereen in the following manner

" هٌصَاصَخَ مْهِِب  نَاکَ  وَْلوَ  مْهِسِفُْنأَ  یلَعَ  نَورُِثؤُْیوَ  "

[And they prefer (them) before themselves though poverty may afflict them”.[246“

:Allah has revealed

" ارًیسِأَوَ امًیِتیَوَ  انًیکِسِْم  هِِّبحُ  یلَعَ  مَاعََّطلا  نَومُعِطُْیوَ  "

And they give food out of love for Him to the poor and the orphan and the captive""
[247] because Imam Ali (s), Fatima (s), Imam Hasan (s) and Imam Husayn (s) went on
fast for three consecutive days to give their livelihood to the poor and the orphan and

.the captive

Imam Ali (s) in his sermon Almotaqin (The pious ones) mentions "The tolerance of
hardships for oneself for the comfort of others" as one of the
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:attributes of the true believers

" هِسِفَن نِم  سَاّنلا  حَارَاوَ  هِِترَخلآ  هسَفَن  بَعَتاَ  هٍحَارَ ، یف  هُنِم  سُانَلاوَ  ءٍانَغَ  یف  هُسُفَن  "

He himself suffers when others find comfort in him. He has put himself in the plight"
[for the Hereafter, but has made people feel comfortable."[248

Showing Sympathy . 2

Another symptom of the philosophy of the Islamic piety is showing sympathy towards
the deprived layers of society. In a society where people are practically in two
differing strata: the rich and the deprived, the poor suffer in two ways: they suffer

.their poverty; they also feel backward

In such a society a responsible man is obliged, first of all, not to stay away and be an
on-looker. He should try to improve the society in such a way as to establish social
justice. Secondly, he should bridge this gap by sacrifice and by tolerating hardships in

.order to provide others with comfort

When such a responsible man observes that the number of the deprived is so great
that he can do nothing to provide them with financial help, he at least can do his best
by sympathizing with them. In this way he can alleviate some of their sufferings. Of
course, the necessity of such an approach is more felt by the religious leaders and
governors as well. That is a good reason why Imam Ali (s) lived simply during his

.caliphate

:Imam Ali (s) in one place states

" هُرُقفَ رِیقِفَلاِب  غَّیبتَیَ  لایکَ  سِاّنلا  هِفَعَضَِب  مهُسَفُناَ  اورُدِقیَ  ناَ  لِدعَلا  هِمَِئاَ  یلع  ضَرَفَ  هللا  َّنِا  "

God has ordered the just leaders to adopt their life-patterns with that"
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[of the needy so that the agony of empty- handedness shall not hurt them."[249

:Imam Ali (s) has stated somewhere else

ناَ تَاهَیهَ  نکِلوَ  شِیعَلا  هَِبوشُجُ  یف  مهَُل  هًوَسُا  نَوکُاَ  وا  رِهَّدـلا  هِرِاکَمَ  یف  مهُکُرِاشَُا  ـلاوَ  نَیِنِمؤمُلا  رُیِمأَ  لَاـقُی  ناَِـب  یسـِفَن  نِم  عُنَقأأ  "

تَیِباَ وا  عِبَشـَلاِب  هَُل  دَـهْعَ  لاوَ  صِرْقُلا  یف  هَُل  عَمَطَ  نمَ لا  هِمَامَیَلاواَ  زِاجـَحِلاِب  َّلعـََلوَ  هِمَعِطـلاا  رُّیخَتَ  یلا  یعِشـَجَ  یِندَوقُیَوَ  يَاوهَ  یِنبَِلغیَ 
" يَّرحَ دٌابَکاوَ  یَثرغَ  نٌوطُُب  یِلوحَوَ  اَناطَبِم 

Should I only be satisfied to be called Amir al-Mo'menin, but not sympathize with the"
?deprived in their sufferings? Should I not set my self as a sample for them to follow

How should my whims and desires force me to select the best kinds of foods when
there are some people in Hijaz and Yemen who wish for just a loaf of bread. They
have been hungry for a long time. Is it fair to sleep on full stomach when there are

[empty stomachs all around me?"[250

Broadmindedness and Struggle against splendor . 3

As we have said, in order to live, man needs food, shelter, clothing, sex and the like.
These needs are innately motivated. But sometimes we go to extremes and make use
of these needs extravagantly. In this way the life objectives are compromised for
luxuries in life. It is a fact that this kind of luxuries becomes a habit and build up one's
secondary nature and man, compared with these needs, sees himself weak and

.vulnerable

Some people fall prey to these luxuries to the extent that if they do not attain certain
,food, shelter, clothing
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.cosmetics, cars, positions, and women, life would be hell for them

Therefore, to get these luxuries, such people would not stop committing any kind of
.mischievous affairs. These are slaves to their luxurious lives

They would be impatient if they do not get what they wish for. They feel defeated if
.their wishes are not taken care of. They feel they are not natural human beings

Thus, piety is to break these chains, to revolt against these whims and desires and to
defeat these hurdles. Adopting a simple life, a pious man releases himself from these

.shackles

He is content with meager food and worn out clothes. He is not a slave in the hands of
:luxury. Hafiz [The Persian poet] says

I am a slave to the manlihood of that one who under this blue dome, is free from
.anything possessible

Revolutions and constant struggles are always initiated by those who are practically
pious. Gandhi, for instance, broke the British spine of Imperialism with his famous
Negative struggles and opposition just because he had broken the chains of luxurious
life. The Viet Kong's caused the biggest military and economic force of the world i.e.,
USA withdraw from their land because of their pious ways of life, being content with a
fistful of rice for consecutive days, taking refuge in the fields. When we see Arabs
suffered a great blow from Israelis in the third Israeli war against Arabs, we will not
be surprised because the Egyptian planes took ice-creams from Cairo to the battle

field for the Egyptian officers! A
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:poet says

,In this world, a nation would become miserable

.If it gets used to the pleasures of life

Imam Ali (s) , Broadmindedness, And Struggle Against Luxuries

One of the reasons for Imam Ali's pious approach to life was his broadmindedness. He
did not wish to get used to luxurious life which gradually weakens human spirit. He
used to put on rugged cotton dresses and to eat barley bread and to drink sour milk.

[His caliphate position was to him as important as his patched shoes.[251

Once a butcher proposed to him that he had good meat for sale and asked Imam Ali
(s) if he would buy some. Imam Ali (s) replied he did not have money. The butcher said
that Imam Ali (s) could pay later. But Imam Ali (s) replied: It is better that I owe to my

.soul (self) than owe to you

In NahjolBalagha, Imam (s) emphasized the motto of leaving this world, i.e., leaving
.pleasure-taking a lot

:Imam Ali (s) says

" اهقَتَعأفَ هُسَفَن  عَاتَبِا  لٌجُرَوَ  اهَقََبوأفَ  هُسَفَن  عَاَب  لٌجُرَ  نِلاجُرَ : اهَیِف  ساّنلاوَ  ٍّرقَمَ ، رُادَ  ٍّرمَمَ لا  رُادَ  اینُّدلا  "

This world is a crossway, not a resting place, and people in this crossway and resting"
place are of two types: some sell and enslave themselves and in this way destroy
themselves; some others, on the contrary, buy themselves out and make themselves

[free."[252

Elsewhere, declaring the secret behind his abandonment of pleasure- seeking, Imam
Ali (s) states: "Go away from me since I have bridled you. I have relieved my self from

.your claws; I have escaped your traps; and I have evaded your stumbling blocks

Get"
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away from me; I swear to God that I will not surrender to you. You may try to make
me follow you miserably, but I would not give you the rein. I will not let you lead me
where you wish. I swear to God I have made my soul so strong as to be happy with a

[loaf of bread with some salt as its stew"[253

Of course, piety in sympathy, sacrifice, manlihood, and other aspects does not merely
belong to Imam Ali (s) alone. All prophets, Imams, and true believers share this human
trait. Through these characteristics, all of them have struggled with unjust social
systems and have freed themselves from the slavery of nasty habits and pernicious

.luxuries

The Degrees Of Piety

Avoidance and the abandonment of life here in this world have different degrees.
Sometimes it is possible for a pious man, due to the lightness of his responsibilities, or
because of his tamed self, or because of the good conditions in which people live, to
live a simple life away from luxuries. But at other times, the conditions might be in
such a way as to force the pious man show more sympathy towards people and
practice more severe restrictions on himself. Under such circumstances, a pious man

.should negate for himself what is allowable for others

This variety in the life conditions of prophets and Imams (s) and pious scholars made
each one of them adopt a specific approach. One was like Solomon about whose case

God says "We made jinns and men subservient to
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him” and the other was Jesus Christ (s) about whom God has said: "Honorable and
chaste".[254] The other one was Imam Ali (s) who was not even satiated with barley

[bread and his dress had so many patches that he felt ashamed.[255

Another imam like Imam Sadiq (s) used better clothing. For this he was often criticized
by people not very bright. It is narrated, for instance, that Ibad Ibn kathir Basre,
protested to Imam for wearing new dress, asking him "Did Imam Ali put on this kind

?" of dress

In reply, Imam (s) said, "First of all, I have bought one-dinar- dress (so it is not
luxurious, but it is clean); secondly, Imam Ali (s) used to live at a time when the
conditions were different than those of ours. Those circumstances dictated him to put

[on rugged dress on, people might ask me, 'Are you a hypocrite like Ibad?'"[256

On the other hand, people abandon pleasure-taking in this world for the assets, hour
or nymph of paradise, and castles in the Hereafter: in fact, they are bargaining. But
there are those who adopt a pious life just for God's sake and in this process they are
"enchanted by Him" and they do not think of anything but "Allah". Sa'adi, the great

:Persian poet says in this regard

,When I breathe my last breath I’m wishing to meet you

;I give up my life in the hope of becoming the earth of your abode

,When, on Doom’s Day, I raise my head

I rise for your discourse, I rise to look
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;for you

,At a location where people gather from the two worlds

;I am looking for you, I’ll be your slave

,If I sleep on the bedroom of nonexistence for a thousand years

;I’ll wake up to the odor of your hair

,I’ll not describe the Garden, nor will I smell paradise flowers

;I won’t go after Houris, I’ll run to meet you

,I won’t drink paradise wine from the hand of Heaven’s cupbearer

;I won’t need wine, because I’m drunk with your face

,I’d go to a thousand deserts with you

,And if you, Sa’adi, choose the wrong path

[You will still be heading for Him, anyway.[257

:Imam Sadiq (s) emphasizes this stage of piety in the following words

" اهِتوفَ یلعَ  فٍسُأتَ  رِیغَ  نِم  هللا  نعَ  کَلَغَشَ  ئٍشَ  ِّلکُ  كُرتَ  وَهُوَ  "

Piety means the abandonment of anything which separates man from God without"
[regretting this abandoning"[258

At the end of this discussion two expressions from two great philosophers of Islam
:will be presented here to illuminate the matter further

Piety From the Viewpoint of Khajeh Nasr Tusi

Khajeh, May God Bless him, in his erudite book "Ousafel Ashraf" writes; "second
": chapter in piety
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" یقَْبأَوَ رٌْیخَ  کَِّبرَ  قُزْرِوَ  هِیِف  مْهُنَِتْفنَِل  ایَنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  هَرَهْزَ  مْهُْنِم  اجًاوَزْأَ  هِِب  انَْعَّتمَ  امَ  یَلإِ  کَْینَْیعَ  َّنَّدمُتَ  اَلوَ  : " یلاعت هللا  لاق 

And do not stretch your eyes after that with which we have provided different“
classes of them, of the splendor of this world’s life, that we may thereby try them; and

[the sustenance given by your lord is better and more abiding”.[259

Piety is the lack of inclination and a pious man is one who does not take delight in what
,is worldly such as foods
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drinks, clothing, houses, relishes, pleasures, wealth, positions, company of kings,
influence in speech and attainment of anything which could be separated only by
death. Piety should not be out of weakness or ignorance. Piety should not be for any

.profit. Any body who could be described by this trait is a genuinely pious man

A truly pious man is one who is delighted in piety; he does not rely on piety for fear of
the Hell or for Allah's reward in paradise; rather, a pious man is interested in piety
itself. He should be aware of the characteristics of piety when he realizes them; he
should know them by heart. He should not be inclined towards any flavor or hope,
either here or in the Hereafter. He should know these facts by heart. He should suffer

.a lot in order to forget wrong habits

It is narrated in the story of pious men: A man baked sheep's head and “palude”
(sweet beverage containing starch jelly in the form of thin fibers) for thirty years
without tasting either even once. People asked him the reason for this self-discipline.
He replied: when my stomach wished for these two foods, I rubbed it till it got
accustomed to the lack of them. I trained it to the degree that it won't wish for
anything. A person who adopts piety in this world in the hope of getting rewards in the
next world is like a person who does not eat because of his meanness in the hope of

getting food
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.in the feast which he is invited to attend latter

And in treading the path of truthfulness, a pious man's benefit lies in the rejection of
businesses so that a path treader (of Sufism) shall not engage in anything whatsoever

[and shall not miss his destination."[260

Piety in The Viewpoint Of Sheikh Al-Ra’ees

Avicenna in chapter nine of his erudite book "Al-esharat wattanbyhat" which deals
:with the stages is Sufism writes on the degrees of piety

هِرَخِلآا عَاتَمَ  اینُّدـلا  عِاتَمِب  يرتَشُی  نَاکَ  امَ  هُلَمَاعَُم  فِرِاعَلا  رِیغَ  دَـنعِ  دُـهزُلا  ...دِـهُّزلا  مِسإب  ُّصخَُی  اهِتابَِّیطوَ  اینُّدـلا  عِِاـتمَ  نعَ  ضُرِِْعمُلا  "

" ِّقحَلا رَیغَ  ئٍشَ  ِّلکُ  یلعَ  رَّبکَتَوَ  ِّقحَلا  نعَ  هَّرسِ  لغَشْیَ  اَّمعَ  امَ  هَُّزنَتَ  فِرِاعَلا  دَنعِوَ 

Anybody who puts aside the worldly transitory manifestations and avoids using"
these worldly affairs is called a pious man… For a non-pious man, piety is a type of
transaction: it is as if he sold the usage of worldly pleasures in order to get paradise
assets; but for a pious man, piety is to cleanse the heart of anything non-God and to

[consider oneself better than anything but God".[261

The Last and Final noticeable Point

At the end of this discussion, it is necessary to draw your attention to one important
point in Imam Ali's discourse: In this letter, Imam Ali (s) said of preaching: "Enliven
your heart by preaching", but in case of piety said," kill your heart by piety." Is the
precedent of the pronoun "amet~ho" the word "heart" which is used before in the
text, and which should be enlivened by preaching, or does it refer to the aggressive

?self (soul), which is implied, and which should get killed by the pious man

The fact is that the words "soul", "heart", "self", "high above", "fo’ad" (heart),
"wisdom" and the like all refer to just one thing. In man there exists a truth which is

neither matter, nor does it have the properties of
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the matter. During seven years all the material molecules and particles of man
[completely change, but nevertheless, he carries on his duties all his life.[262

The same truth takes on different titles in different conditions: the words heart, high
above (sadr) and wisdom are the titles used when this truth is taken to be abstract,
not relying on matter; it is called Nafs (self) on the basis of the fact that to be realized
it needs some means. It has different phases: commanding (Ammare), blamer

[(lawame), satisfied (razieh) and the like.[263

is the heart itself; it is because it wishes for هتما  Thus, the antecedent of the pronoun in
a lot of things and should be controlled and its extravagance should be hindered, or

[else it leads man to the lowest of the low.[264

Empower Your Heart With Assurance . 7

explaination

Assurance or conviction is a decisive, stable, mental state in accordance with reality
and unperishable which gives peace and quiet to the man of conviction, this conviction

[being related to knowledge about God or related to other belief affairs.[265

This kind of conviction which is beyond the usual belief and knowledge and in khajeh
Nasr's understanding of the term, consists of two sciences: the knowledge of what is
known, and the knowledge that its converse is impossible. It is in fact, the source of

(. strength in human spirit, and this is emphasized by Imam Ali (s

The Importance and Value of Assurance

Assurance or conviction is a valuable capital which is given to only few people.
.Anybody possessing this, enjoys a huge prosperity

:Imam Reza (s) has stated

" نُیقِیَلا نَِم  ُّلقَاَ  ئٌیشَ  دِابَعِلا  نَیَب  مَّسقَُی  مَلوَ  هٍجَرَدَِب  يوَقتَلا  قَوفَ  نُیقِیَلاوَ  هٍجَرَدَِب  نِامَیلاِا  قَوفَ  يوَقتَلاوَ  هٍجَرَدَِب  مِلاسلاِا  قَوفَ  نُامیلاِا  "

Conviction is one degree above Islam; piety is one degree above conviction."
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Conviction is one degree higher above piety. Nothing less than conviction is divided
[among God's believers"[266

:The narrator says: I heard Imam as-Sadiq (s) saying

" نٍیقِیَ رِیغَ  یلعَ  رِیِثکَلا  لِمَعَلا  نَِم  هللا  دَنعِ  لُضَفاَ  نیقِیَلا  یلعَ  لَیِلقَلا  مَِئادَلا  لَمَعَلا  َّنِا  "

Definitely, the usual small number of actions based on conviction is better before"
[God than the number of actions based on no-conviction at all"[267

:He also said

" طِخَسَلاوَ کَِّشلا  یف  نَزحُلاوَ  َّمهَلا  لَعَجَوَ  اضَِّرلاوَ  نَیقِیَلا  یف  هحَاَّرلاوَ  حَوُّرلا  لَعَجَ  هِطِسِْقو  هِِلدعَِب  اللهَا  َّنِا  "

With his justice and fairness, God has put tranquility and comfort in conviction and"
[assent and has put sorrow and grief in skepticism and in lack of satisfaction".[268

Types of Conviction

Conviction has degrees. These degrees are referred to in the Qur’an as "certain
". knowledge","to see with the eye of certainty" and "certain truth

The verses 5 and 7 of surah of Takathur: “Nay! If you had known with certain
knowledge, you should most certainly have seen the hell; then you shall most

" نِیقِیَْلا نَْیعَ  اهََنوْرَتََل  َّمُث  نِیقِیَْلا ...  مَْلعِ  نَومُلَْعتَ  وَْل  اَّلکَ  ” " certainly see it with the eye of certainty

:refer to type one and two respectively and verse 95 of surah al-Waqi’a

 " نِیقِیَْلا ُّقحَ  وَهَُل  اذَهَ  َّنإِ  مٍیحِجَ  هُیَِلصْتَوَ  "

(He shall have an entertainment of boiling water ")
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And burning in hell. Most surely this is a certain truth," refers to the third degree of
.conviction

(Elmol Yaqin (Certain Knowledge

This is reasoning-based conviction. It is reached through reasoning with majors and
minors. For instance, we are convinced that fire exists when we observe the smoke,

or the reasoning which takes place to prove God’s existence

" ُّقحَْلا هَُّنأَ  مْهَُل  نََّیبَتَیَ  یَّتحَ  مْهِسِفُْنأَ  یِفوَ  قِافَآْلا  یِف  انَِتایَآ  مْهِیرُِنسَ  "

We will soon show them Our signs in the universe and in their own souls, until it will"
[become quite clear to them that it is the truth”.[269

[Einol Yaqin [To see with the eye of certainty

This is conviction derived at by observing the thing itself: for example, observing the
.fire itself

[Haqol Yaqin [Certain Truth

This kind of conviction is arrived by touching the thing itself, i.e., a connection to the
thing and adopting its characteristics, for instance, entering the fire and feeling its

.heat or extinction in God, and dissipation in His love

:In the sanctified tradition we read

يذَِّلا هُعَمْسَ  تُْنکُ  هُُتببَحاَ  اذَاِِف  هبَحُا  یّتحَ  لِِفاونَلاِب  َّیلِا  بَُّرقَتَیَ  دُْبعَلا  لُازَیَ  لاوَ  هیلَعَ  هتَضرَتَفا  اَّمِم  یلِِا  َّبحَاَ  ئٍیشـَِب  يدِبعَ  َّیَلِا  بََّرقَتَ  امَ  "
" هُُتیطَعاَ یِنَلأَسَ  نِاوَ  هُتبجَاَ  یِناعَدَ  نِا  اهَِب ، شُطِبیَ  یِتَّلا  هُدَیَوَ  هِِب  قُطِنیَ  يذَِّلا  هَُناسَِلوَ  هِِب  رُصِبُی  يذَِّلا  هرَصََبوَ  هِِب  عُمَسْیَ 

For my obedient subject, nothing is dearer than what I have arranged for him to do.“
My subjects get near to me through nawafel. In this way I like him. When I like him I

will become his ears so that he can hear. I become his eyes through which he can
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see. Then I become his tongue by which he can speak; I become his hands through
which he can hold things. If he calls me, I will accept him. If he asks me for anything, I

”. will give it to him

:Feiz Kashany has told the following poem regarding this issue

,You were with me. I did not consider you as I myself

;Or perhaps you were me and I didn't know

,When I departed, I recognized you

.As far as you were me, I didn't know

:Another poet has said, regarding this

,So much I thought about you, I became entirely you

.You came gradually, and I slowly departed

The Effects and Signs of Assurance

Parallel with the degrees of assurance, there exist different effects and signs for it.
Those who are at the stage of Haqolyaam enjoy a better degree of recognition and
high temperaments. They can perform extraordinary feats. They who live at the other
two degrees of assurance (i.e.) Elmolyaqin and Einolyaqin naturally enjoy fewer

.advantages

The writer of Mesbahol Sharia writes, "Imam Sadiq (S) has said: Assurance raises the
status of the man to a lofty one, and the Great prophet of Islam, hearing that Jesus
Christ (s) has walked over the water, replied: If Jesus enjoyed a better assurance, he

.would walk in the air as well

.This statement depicts the lofty degree of assurance

And even prophets are not on the same footing. Some have more assurance, they are
.then of higher status

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 179 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


As the prophets enjoy different degrees of assurance, so do the believers. A man,
who enjoys a better degree of assurance, naturally sees
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power and might only in the hands of Allah and insists on worshipping Him both
publicly and in private. Existence or lack of it, more or less, appreciation or

[depreciation, glory or abjectness is equal for him…."[270

The Young man of Assurance who knew the secrets

In his book "The truth behind faith and Assurance," al-Koleini reports two traditions
on the issue of the extraordinary effects of assurance. It seems both cases refer to a
single person. However because of the significance of the issue, both are delivered

:here

Ishaq Ibn Ammar says: I heard Imam Sadiq (s) saying: the Prophet (s) performed . 1
the Morning Prayer with people. He saw among the crowd a young man who was
dozing off and his head was leaning towards his breast. His skin was yellow, his body
thin, and his eyes deep in his skull. The prophet (s) asked him: O young man, how did
you spend last night? He replied: O messenger of Allah, I spent it with assurance. The
prophet (s) was surprised at his reply. Then, he told the youth; for each assurance,
there is a truth. What is the truth behind your assurance? He answered: These are the
effects and consequences of my assurance: It has made me sad; it keeps me awake
for night prayers; it has made me go on fasting during the day. I have become
disinterested in the worldly affairs. It is as if now I saw my God in the sky. I realize He

is after the affairs of people. People, it seems, are gathering in the Doom's
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Day, I am among them, I feel. It seems as if I saw the paradise people enjoying
assets and having good time. It seems as if I saw the hell people who were crying and
asking for help. It is as if I heard the noise of the Hell people. Then the prophet,
hearing these statements, told his followers: God has illuminated this man's heart with

." light. Then he told the youth: keep on having this state of mind

Then the youth said, "O messenger of Allah, ask God to make me a martyr in your
Holly wars. The prophet (s) prayed for him. Some time later, he joined one of the

[prophet's Holly wars. He was the ninth martyr in that war."[271

Abi Basir narrates from Imam Sadiq (s) who said, "The Prophet (s) saw Hareth Ibn . 2
Malik Ibn No'man al-Ansari, and asked him: How are you, Hareth? He replied: I am a
true believer. The Prophet (s) said. "For everything there is a truth. What is the truth

?beyond your speech

He answered, "O messenger of Allah, I lack interest in this world. At night, I am awake
for prayers, during the days, due to fasting and the heat, I am extremely thirsty. It is
as if I saw my God in the Heaven. He is there to keep people accountable for what
they do. I see the paradise people, meeting each other. It seems as if I heard the

." groans of the Hell people

The Prophet (s) said, regarding this youth: "He is the God's
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subject whose heart has become illuminated by Him". Then, he told the youth: "You
." have got the insight. Be steady and firm

The youth told the Prophet (s): please ask God to make me one of the martyrs among
.your army. The Prophet (s) asked God to provide Hareth with martyrdom

Some time later Hareth was among the army dispatched for war. He killed 8 persons
[and then was martyred."[272

Some Other Samples of the Signs of the Effects of Assurance

Anybody, who gets the elixir of assurance at his disposal and employs it in his belief
and practical daily affairs, will have peculiar excellent spiritual moods and will perform

:extraordinary works, some of which are mentioned here

a) Divine Piety

:The people of assurance enjoy divine piety about which Imam Ali (s) has said

نِیقِیَلا هُرَاماَوَ  نِیِّدلا  هُرَمََث  يوَقتَلا 

[Piety is the result of faith and the sign of assurance."[273"

The Great Prophet of Islam, too, talks about the divine piety which is one of the signs
of assurance: There are six signs for the person of assurance: He is assured of God,

.Thus believes in Him. He is sure that death is inevitable, thus he is ready for it

He believes in the resurrection; therefore, he is worried about that day. He is certain
that paradise is right; therefore, he is willing to go there. He is positive that the Hell
fire is true; therefore, he avoids it. He knows that everybody is accountable at the

[Doom's Day; therefore, he is careful aboot his affairs.[274

b) He Gets Rid of deceiving hopes

Imam Ali (s), regarding this, says: "Anybody who is sure that he
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will separate from friends, that he will be put under the ground, that he is accountable
for what he has done at Doomsday, that what has left will not help him in the future,
that he will need what he has sent in advance, should shorten his far-fetched whims

[and desires and add up to his good deeds"[275

c) He is Patient and Disasters seem to him as easy Matters

" نیَقِیَلا هُرَمََث  رُبصَلا  , " Imam Ali (s) has said

[Patience is the result of assurance"[276"

:Imam Ali (s) has also stated

" ءِاخََّرلا یف  رُکْشُلاوَ  ءِلابَلا  یلعَ  رُْبصَلا  نِِمؤمُلا ، حُلاسِ  "

The weapon of a believer is patience before disasters and being thankful at the time"
[of comfort."[277

Imam Ali (s) in the same letter (No 31) advises his son Imam Hasan (s) in the following
." way: "With the help of patience and assurance, make sorrow flee from you

Imam as-Sajjad (s) in his prayer invokes God: "O God! I ask you to give me conviction;
[in this way, you will make the hardships of the world seem easy."[278

The word "treasure" in the holy verse

" امَهَُل زٌنکَ  هُتَحْتَ  نَاکَوَ  هِنَیدِمَْلا  یِف  نِْیمَیِتیَ  نِْیمَالَغُِل  نَاکَفَ  رُادَجِْلا  اَّمأَوَ  "

And as for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the city, and there was beneath"
it a treasure belonging to them [Qur’an 18:82]" is not meant superficially, but it was a
slate on which was written; “I am Allah. There is no god but me. Anybody who has
assurance in death, does not laugh so broad as to show his teeth; One who has

assurance in accountability, is not
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very happy; and one who has assurance in Divine destiny, does not fear anybody
[except God.' "[279

Imam Sadiq (s) as well, has said, "There exists no action without assurance, and there
[is no assurance without greeting God with humility and respect."[280

e) Ascent to Divine Fate

Imam Ali (s) has stated: "Anybody who is satisfied with Divine Fate, will definitely
[enjoy good assurance.[281

[He has said, as well: "Being happy with God is the result of assurance."[282

Imam Sadiq (s), as well, has said, "Being satisfied with affairs which seems to be
[troublesome, is of the highest degree of assurance."[283

f) Sincerity

One who believes and has assurance in the origin of the creation, Resurrection, and
Islamic education, naturally can not do his affairs and actions for anybody else except
God. Thus, regarding this, Imam Ali (s) has said, "The sincerity of your intention is

[based on the strength of assurance and on the soundness of the intention"[284

He has also said, "the reason behind sincerity is assurance"[285] He has also said, "The
sincerity in actions is the result of the strength of assurance."[286] He as well has

:mentioned

[The people of assurance are the people of sincerity."[287"

g) Piety

As assurance includes a lot of advantages, the lack of interest in the world, too, is the
:result of assurance. This is clear from a look at Imam Ali's statements which follow

"Assurance has piety as a result"

"Piety is the basis of assurance"
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"One who is sure of the Doom's Day, will not be greedy for this world"

Assurance is the best agent for lack of interest in"
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[this world"[288

h) Trust and Reliance on Allah

One other result of assurance is the trust and reliance on Allah. Regarding this, Imam
Ali (s) says: "With trust in Allah we reach assurance." He also says: "Trust in God stems

." from the strength of assurance

[That also has said, "The truth of belief exists in the trust in God."[289

 ( همکحلاب هرونو   ) Enlighten it with Wisdom . 8

explaination

Wisdom is a truth which should be taught by all prophets.[290] This is especially true in
:the case of our prophet (s) who has put wisdom on his instructive agenda

[291 "] هَمَکْحِْلاوَ بَاتَکِْلا  مْهُمُِّلعَُیوَ  مْهِیِّکزَُیوَ  "

"and teaches them the Book and the wisdom "…

:The holy Qur’an defines wisdom as the greatest divine asset, and emphasizes

[" 292  ] ارًیِثکَ ارًْیخَ  یَِتوأُ  دْقَفَ  هَمَکْحِْلا  تَؤُْی  نْمَوَ  "

"and whoever is granted wisdom, he, in deed, is given a great good "…

Finally, wisdom is introduced as the light of any wise and pious's heart: a heart with no
[293] بْلقَ ِّلکُ  رُوُن  هَمَکْحِلا  َّنِا  : "" wisdom is deprived of divine light

It is for this very reason that Imam Ali (s) orders his son to enlighten his heart with
wisdom. With regards to the special role of wisdom in Islam, it is necessary to delve

:into the truth behind wisdom and its consequences

?What is Wisdom

Hekma or wisdom originally means "to arrive at rightousness by science and
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reasoning." In the same way that a horse is made tame by giving it a bridle (hakame),
man, too, by acquiring wisdom and by arriving at the right through science and

[reasoning, is saved from wrong-doing.[294

Although in some traditions the word wisdom (hekma) is interpreted to mean
"knowledye in religion" and in some other traditions it is taken to mean

"understanding," and still in others it is taken to mean "knowledge about Imams,"
with regards to the fact that the word "hekma" in the Qur’an is used for luqman, who

[was not a prophet,[295

[296 "] هَمَکْحِْلا نَامَْقُل  انَْیتَآ  دْقََلوَ  "

"and certainly we gave wisdom to Luqman "…

And because of
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the fact that the Prophet (s) was appointed to call people to join Islam through
wisdom, good preaching, and appropriate struggle,[297] and it was not possible to
convert people into Islam only through verses of Qur’an (without using wisdom and
reasoning), and also due to the fact that in the Qur’an in several occasions the word
"hekma" is used after the word kitab (Book), some refer this word to tradition, some
to the philosophy to commandments and some to reasoning.[298] We conclude that
"hekma" does not mean the above interpretations singly; rather, each one of those
interpretations defines only one aspect of the word. Thus hekma could mean: Any
kind of realistic knowledge and insight which can lead man in the dimensions of
theoretical and practical philosophy, either through inspiration, ascetism and piety, or
through the justification of the philosophy of commandments or the commandments

.themselves, or in the dimensions of theoretical or practical philosophy

The Consequences and signs of wisdom and the wise

As we said, "hekma is the realistic insight which in the theoretical and practical
philosophy is a guide for man." Naturally, a person who has such great a capital

.enjoys the sublime human traits and is a perfect human being

But in the Qur’an and in the Islamic traditions some characteristics are emphasized,
:some of which follow

[Hekma is the source for salvage, steadiness and tranquility.[299 . 1

[Hekma is the light for insight, scale for piety, and the result of honesty.[300 . 2

[Hekma causes a man to fear God.[301 . 3

[Hekma is a means to take advice from the events.[302 . 4

Hekma causes us not . 5
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[to have interest in this world.[303

[Hekma is to accompany righteousness and to obey the rightful person.[304 . 6

Hekma is a guide to religion, it considers the slave more significant than the free . 7
one, the poor more excellent than the rich and the small more important than the

[elderly, and the miserable more significant than the kings.[305

Hekma is a means of protecting man from committing sins; it is an agent for human . 8
;salvage

Hakim (the wise man) is a person who is strong in the face of events; he is a guide to . 9
people. Regarding this the Great prophets (s) tells Imam Ali (s): "If you become a
means for God to lead one of His obedient believers, then it is better for you than

[anything on which the sun shines from East to west.[306

[Hakim is a dignitary in the eyes of people[307 . 10

[Hakim cures the poor and endows virtues[308 . 11

[Hakim compensates bad behaviors with good ones[309 . 12

Hakim does not quarrel with superiors and does not belittle the inferiors; he does . 13
not give away what he does not own. His tongue is in harmony with his heart, and his
speech is not in opposition with his action; he does not say anything on the issues
which he does not have information about. He will not desert his responsibilities when

[got in a plight.[310

Hakim obeys his superiors, respects his equals, and uses justice with his inferiors. . 14
[[311

Hakims are more elegant than others in personality, more patient in forgiveness, . 15
and more speedy in pardoning and
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[more open in ethics.[312

[Hakim is impatient to add up to his hekma.[313 . 16

[Hakim does not ask ungenerous people for help.[314 . 17

[Hakim does not take delight in the praising of an ignorant person.[315 . 18

[If he has to treat a person he does not like, Hakim will tolerate him.[316 . 19

[Hakim knows himself.[317 . 20

[Hakim is near to the position of prophethood.[318 . 21

The Agents of the Development of wisdom and its Hinderances

Since the creation and Divine affairs are based on the principle of cause and effect,
God's generosity is dependent on the capacity of the receiver. This is because God is

["The most generous of the generous ones" and He is not jealous.[319

Thus, some people such as luqman are given wisdom because of their existence
structure and excellent morales and their humane feelings. Some others, however,
are deprived of it because they lack the fundamental requirements. The following

:factors are significant to possess wisdom

:Piety . 1

Piety which is a kind of spiritual God-fearing state in man's soul forces him to stay
away from committing sins and to carry out his tasks. It has different characteristics,

". one of which is "realistic insight and wisdom

:The Holy Qur’an says

" اًناقَرُْف مْکَُل  لْعَجْیَ  هََّللا  اوقَُّتتَ  نْإِ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ  "

O you who believe! If you are careful of your duty to Allah, He will grant you a"
[distinction."[320
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As you see, the evolution of the power to distinguish right from wrong, which is called
."the realistic insight and wisdom," is, according to Qur’an, the result of piety

And from the verse 282, sura of Baqarah “…and be careful of your duty to Allah, Allah
teaches
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you" we can realize that piety has a deep effect in our recognition and in the increase
.of our science, and knowledge

The cause and effect relation of piety and wisdom may also be understood from the
:prophet's statement

" هُمَکْحِلا مکَُبوُلُق  َّلحِتَ  مکُِئاوهاَ  یلعَ  مکُسَفُناَ  اودُهِاجَ  "

." Struggle with your whims and wishes so that wisdom may enter your hearts"

Abolfath Bosti, the poet and writer of the fourth century in one of his poems
:emphasizes the close relation of piety and wisdom in the following words

There are two things which have taken milk from one breast: wisdom and piety.“
There are also two things which live in one place, they are: wealth and aggression”.

[[321

In Behar, al-Majlesi mentions: "Luqman was asked by somebody if he was somebody
els's slave. He answered that he was. Then he was asked what factors gave him the
status he had then. He answered: honesty in speech, giving back the deposits people
had with him, stopping doing actions which were not of any profit to him, not to look at
unlawful women, not eating illegally-obtained food. Anybody who does not do these is
below me and anybody who does them is superior to me. And finally anybody who just

[does these, is like me."[322

Sincerity . 2

By sincerity is meant "to seclude God from any other God but Himself, and to carry out
one's duties for God's satisfaction, and not for fear of punishment or to attain His
rewards[323], and not for fear of other people's praise or blame."[324] Sincerity has

numerous benefits and advantages. One of
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them is the evolution and growth of wisdom in the sincere believer's heart and his
alertness towards affairs. In the books of traditions, there is one tradition reported

:from the Prophet (s) in different shapes

Anybody who purifies himself,[325] or his actions,[326] or his faith[327] or his worships"
for 40 days for God, God will let him be aware of his pains and their remedies and let

:the springs of wisdom flow from his heart to his tongues

[328 " ] هِناسَِل یلِا  هِِبلقَ  نِم  هِِمَکْحِلا  عُیِبانَیَ  ترَجَ  ترَهَظَ  اًحابَصَ  نَیعَِبراَ  صَلَخاَ الله  نْمَ  "

رُِئاصَبَلا رُیِنتَستَ  صِلاَخلاِا  قِقُحتَ  دَنعِ  : Imam Ali (s) has stated

[When sincerity takes place, insights increase"[329"

The reason why piety and sicerity increase realism in man and let him know the truth
behind the affairs is that: A sin acts like dust and black smoke. In the same way that in
a space full of dirt and smoke it is impossible to see properly, the thought space of

[sinners and blasphemy acts in the same manner.[330

As long as this pollution of sins lingers above us, we may not see the truth. But when,
through piety and sincerity, this dust and dirt become extinct and thought space
become clear, the bride of reality manifest herself and man can get the truth and the
springs of wisdom will flow from his heart towards his tongue. Imam Sadiq (s) has

:said

" تِاومَّسلا تِوکُلَمَ  یلِا  اورُظَنََل  مَدَآ  یِنَب  بِوُلُق  لَوحَ  نَوُموحُیَ  نَیطِایَّشلا  َّناَ  لاوَل  "

If the Satans did not hover above men's hearts, they would see the Heaven's"
[kingdom"[331

Regarding this, the Prophet
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:s) says)

" عُمَسْأ امَ  مُتعمِسَوَ  يرَأ  امَ  مُتیأرََل  مکُِبوُلُق  یف  جٌیرِمتَوَ  مکُِملاکَ  یف  رٌیِثکْتَ  لاوَل  "

If you did not talk so much nonsense and if your hearts did not contain so many filthy"
[thoughts, then you could see what I see and you would hear what I hear."[332

In describing the traits of the devotees for God, Imam Ali (s) emphasizes this truth:
"Such a devotee has enlivened his wisdom and has killed his lusts so much so that he
has grown thin and has changed his aggressive behaviors into delicate behaviors. An
illuminating light has shone in his existence, giving him the right path, and guiding him
in the direction of divine direction. He has always evolved from one stage into another
perfect stage. He has arrived at the safe eternal life. And he is put in a safe and
comfortable environment of assurance. This is because he has made use of his

[wisdom and heart and has the consent of God."[333

Sparing in eating and drinking and piety . 3

Among the factors of evolution of wisdom in man are the pious morale and eating
little. Regarding this, the Prophet (s) preached Abuzar by saying: "Anybody in this
world who adopted piety, had God implant the tree of wisdom in his heart; and God
made his tongue eloquent and made him aware of the faults of this world and
remedies to its calamities and sent him from here to the Hereafter"[334] And God, at
the night of ascension to heaven preaching the Prophet, said, "When My obedient

subject keeps
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[his stomach empty, and keeps his tongue, I will teach him wisdom."[335

On the contrary, lack of piety, lack of sincerity, too much interest in the world,
gluttony, haughtiness, anger, being indulged in lust, take away from man to enjoy
wisdom. Regarding this, Imam Ali (s) has said, "Gluttony spoils wisdom and hinders
cleverness."[336] Elsewhere he has also said, "Wisdom does not arrive unless man

[stops committing sins. Lust and wisdom do not match."[337

Elsewhere Imam Ali (s) has said, as well: "A man defeated by anger and lust will not
[enjoy wisdom."[338

To make it short: When man's heart is lit with piety and is irrigated by ethical virtues, it
will enjoy the sweet fruit of knowledge and wisdom. If man's heart is contaminated

.with sins, it will lack insight and wisdom"[339] as Imam Hadi (s) has said

People's Duty towards wisdom and the wise

Since wisdom is the most delicate and the greatest capital of life here and in the
Hereafter, it is crucial that people in acquiring it put forth lots of attempt. It might be

.that acquiring wisdom could be hard or the person possessing it is not descent

Search for wisdom " " نِمؤُـم ِّلکـُ  هَُّلاضـَ  هَمـَکْحِلا  َّناِفـَ  تَناـکـَ  یّناَ  هَمـَکحِلا  ذـخـُ   " Imam Ali (s) has said
[wherever it lies because it is the sought thing for any believer."[340

Receive wisdom from anybody " " قِِفانمُلا هِاوَْفاَ  نِم  وَلوَ  اهَذْخُفَ  نٍِمؤُم  ِّلکُ  هَُّلاضَ  هُمَکحِلا  ," He has also said
[who offers it to you; receive it even from the hypocrites"[341

,He has said as well

" لَاقَ نمَ  یلِا  رظُنتَ  لاوَ  لَاقَ  امَ  یلِا  رظُناوَ  اهَِب  كَاتاَ  نَّمِم  هَمَکْحِلا  ذخُ  "

Receive wisdom"
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[from anybody who offers it to you. Look at what he says, not at the talker."[342

,He has, as well, said

" اهَلَهاوَ اهَِب  َّقحَاَ  اوُنوکُتَ  كِرِشْمُلا  دَنعِ  وَلوَ  اهَوُبلطافَ  نِمؤمُلا  هَُّلاضَ  هُمَکْحِلا  "

Wisdom is the sought item of any believer; try to get it even from the atheist. This is"
[because you deserve it more than the others."[343

,The Prophet (s) has said

" اهِب ُّقحَاَ  وَهُفَ  اهدَجَوَ  ثُیحَفَ  نِِمؤمُلا  هَُّلاضَ  هُمَکْحِلا  "

The Hekma (wisdom) is the lost item for the believer. Wherever he can find it, he is"
[worthier of it".[344

" اهدَجَوَ ثُیحَ  اهَذُخُأیَ  نِِمؤمُلا  هَُّلاضَ  هُمَکْحِلا  : " He also has said

[Wisdom is the sought item for the believer. Wherever he finds it, he will grasp it."[345"

As we observe in the above expressions, the leaders of religion have interpreted
wisdom as "the lost item for a believer." It is clear, when a man has lost something, he
will look everywhere for it and even will endanger his life if that item is worthwhile.

.Wherever he sees it, he will take it

In the same way, Hekma (wisdom) is the reception of truth and realistic insight. Since
this is the most complex issue and the fight of the 72 nations occurs because they
have not found out the truth, and because of this they are among those who have
gone astray, we should ask God in each prayer to keep us on the right path and as the
Prophet (s) has said: “O my Lord, make me know the things as they are!” And in this

way we ask God to let us find our
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.lost item

Some Aspects of luqman’s personality and Wisdom

The historians are not unanimous as to the status of Luqman. Was he a Prophet?
When did he live? Nobody knows for sure. The most of the historians are of the belief
that Luqman was a bad-looking man from Noube (in the Northern part of Sudan
between Ethiopia and Egypt), living at the time of David, the prophet. Because of his
noble thoughts, God gave him highest degree of wisdom. It is narrated from the
Prophet (s) who said, "I rightfully say Luqman was not a Prophet, but he was a
thoughtful obedient subject of God. He had strong faith and assurance. He loved God
and God loved him, too. That is why he received the asset of wisdom from God.
Luqman was sleeping when suddenly heard: O Luqman, do you want to be God’s
representative on earth so that you may judge among people? Luqman replied: If God
gives me option, I will not accept such a huge response ability. But If He orders me to
do so, I will whole-heartedly accept because I know if I accept such a task, He will

.help me not to go astray

:The angles, whom he couldn’t see, asked Luqman

Why? He answered: it is the most hazardous job to judge among people. For a judge it
is a formidable job: If a person is protected by God, he is salvaged and if he does not

.go the right path, he will lose the way to the paradise

A person who is ashamed here but raises his head
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in the Hereafter is better than a person who keeps his head high here, but is ashamed
in the Hereafter. A man who sells the Hereafter to this world will have neither here

.nor there

The angels were surprised at Luqman’s reasoning. Luqman said this and fell asleep.
God put the light of wisdom in his heart. When he awoke, he started talking wisely. He
helped David with his wisdom. David told him, "I envy you Luqman. Now you have

[passed your test"[346

Thus, because of Luqman’s obedience to God, he received the treasure of wisdom.
God named one of the surahs of Qur’an under his name. In that sura God put some of

:Luqman’s advice to his children. One of which is the following

" میظِعَ مٌلظُل  كَرِّشلا  َّنِا  اللهاب  كرِشُت  َّینُب لا  ای  هُظُعِیَ  وهو  هنبلإ  نُامقل  لاق  ذِاو  "

O my son! Surely if it is the very weight of the grain of a mustard-seed, even though it“
is in the heart of rock, or nigh above in the heaven or deep down in the earth, Allah will

[bring it to light; Surely Allah is knower of subtleties, Aware. [Qur’an 31:13

O my son! Keep up prayer and enjoin the good and forbid the evil, and bear patiently“
that which befalls you; surely these acts require courage. And do not turn your face
away from people in contempt, nor go about in the land exulting overmuch; surely
Allah does not love any self-conceived boaster. And pursue the right course in your

going about and lower your voice; surely the
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[. most hateful of voices is braying of the asses” [Qur’an 31:17-19

Another Aspects of Luqman's Wisdom

Although there are ample references to Luqman's wisdom in the books and in the
poems of the poets of the past, we will present here some aspects of his wisdom as

:narrated in the books on traditions

a) O my son! Do not rely on people's praise or slander. Although you spend every
ounce of your strength, you will not succeed in this affair. His son said, Father, I don't
understand a word of what you are saying. I want to see some samples. Luqman
replied: Let us walk. They started while having one animal to ride on. Now Luqman
rode on the animal, while the son was walking. People, seeing this, said: How cruel is

!the old man. Although he is strong, he lets his son walk

.Luqman told his son: Did you hear? He said: Yes, I did

Then Luqman told his son: Now, you ride the animal and I will follow you. The son rode
the animal. Now Luqman was walking. People said this time! These father and son are
bad people. The father has not trained his son. His son is riding. The father, who
should get respects, is walking. The son is bad because God will punish him for this act
of his. Therefore, both of them are wrong-doers! Luqman asked his son: Did you

.hear? He replied: yes

Then Luqman said: Let us both ride on the animal. They both rode on it. People then
complained: there is no mercy in the
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hearts of these two riders. God will not bless them. They are breaking the back of the
animal. They have over-loaded it. It was better for one of them to walk and one to

.ride. Luqman told his son: Did you hear? He said: yes

Then Luqman said: "Let us now walk both of us. They started walking. They heard
people say: it is strange that they have an animal but they walk. They blamed these
two for their action. Then Luqman said to his son: can you make people agree with
you? Thus, do not look for people's consent; rather, look for God's consent. That will

[be a source of prosperity both here and in the Hereafter".[347

b) My son! I learned seven thousand pieces of wisdom. You memorize only four of
them and you may enter the paradise with me. Strengthen your ship since the sea
ahead of you is too deep; lighten the load of your sins since you have a rough course
ahead of you; increase your provisions since you have a long journey; have sincerity

[in your actions since the accountant is sharp"[348

c) My son! If you doubt death, take sleep away from yourself. You are unable to do so;
and if you doubt the doom's Day, take awakeness away from yourself; neither can
you do this. When you think over these issues, you will, understand that you are
controlled by somebody else. Sleep is death and awakeness after sleep is your

[resurrection.[349

d) My son! The world is a deep sea in
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which an immense number of people are drowned. You use your faith in God as your
ship in this sea; Let assurance in God be your sails; let your piety be your provisions; if
you cross this sea safely, it is because of God's blessings, and if you are destroyed, it

[is because of your own sins.[350

e) O my son! Be so frightful of God that although you have done all the good that jinni
and men have performed, you still fear God might punish you and trust God so much

[that if you have committed the sins of all jinni and men, God will forgive you.[351

:f) O my son! For anything there is a sign by which it is recognized

.For religion there are three signs: knowledge, faith and acting according to them

.For faith there are three signs: believing in God, His Books and His prophets

For a scholar there are three signs: knowing God, knowing knowledge, knowing what
.God likes or dislikes

For a believer there are three signs: prayer, fasting and zakat (statutory Islamic levy
(. on specified items to be used for Muslims' welfare

For Motekallef (a person who is not qualified for a job, but accepts it anyway) there
are three signs: he quarrels with his superiors: he tells things he does not know; and

.he tries to do something he is not qualified for

For a tyrant there are three signs: He is disobedient towards his superiors; he uses
.hejemonistic behavior towards his inferiors and helps other tyrants

,For sinners there are three signs: committing treason
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.telling lies, and behaving opposite to their sayings

For a hypocrite there are three signs: his tongue opposes his heart, his heart is in
.contrast with his actions and his appearance is in contrast with his innate portion

For a jealous person there are three signs: He backbites in one's absence,
.applepolishes in one's presence and blames one when he is in trouble

For a squanderer there are three signs: He sells things that are not his; dresses
.something which does not fit him, and eats foods which are not his

For a lazy person there are three signs: He procrastinates affairs so much that he is
left behind; he dissipates so much that he spoils the work; he wastes so much that he

.commits sins

[For a neglectful one there are three signs: errors, entertainment and forgetting.[352

g) My son! Be aware when you are in front of God you will be asked three kinds of
:questions

;From your youth, how you have spent it

;From your life, how you spent it

From your wealth, how you got it and how you spent it. So make yourself ready for
.such a day and prepare yourself for the answers

Do not regret what you have lost in this world, it is because if you have little, it will not
last, and if you have much, it is vulnerable. Take your provisions and try in your work
and draw aside the curtain of negligence and perform the heavenly duties and renew

repentance in your heart and get ready to depart this life before death comes to
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[you and before there is a space between you and what you wish to do.[353

h) My son! Do not postpone repentance because death will arrive unexpectedly; Do
not curse death; do not make fun of anybody in trouble; Do not refuse to carry on

.good work

My son! Be trustable so that you may live without needing others' help. Let piety be a
lucrative trade without having capital. When you perform a mistake, pay alms since it

.purifies the consequences of it

My son! For an idiot the act of preaching seems difficult, in the same way that
.mountain-climbing seems hard for the old

My son! Do not show pity for a person who has been inflicted by your tyranny; show
pity for yourself, since you have hurt your very self. When your power forces you to

.perform wrong-doings to others, do not forget God's power over you

My son! Learn from the learned what you do not know and teach the others what you
[know.[354

My son! Fall on your knees in front of the scholars for the acquisition of knowledge
and sciences. Do not quarrel with them. Let your world be a means to gain the
Hereafter for you. But do not put this world aside completely because you will then be
a parasite over others. And do not care for this world to the degree that you ruin the

.Hereafter

My son! If you get educated in your childhood, you will benefit from it at adulthood.
And any body decided to learn, he will put forth the energy
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necessary. And anybody who wants education will try for it and will tolerate the
[hardships.[355

My son! The number of a thousand friends is low, but do not have an enemy, since it is
[a big number.[356

My son! Avoid being depressed, bad-tempered and impatient, because man can not
rely on himself with these traits; be patient in your works; in helping your brethren, be

[strong and treat people amicably.[357

i) Luqman was once asked: Who are the worst people? He answered: Those who do
not fear people judge badly against them. Then Luqman was said: How ugly is your
face? He replied: Are you finding fault with the painting or the painter?[358] [By painter

[. is meant the creator

.j) Luqman's master told him: kill a sheep and take me two of its best limbs

Luqman' master told him another day: Go and kill a sheep and bring me two of its
.worst limbs. Luqman once again brought the tongue and the heart

Luqman's master asked: How could heart and tongue be the best and the worst limbs
:at the same time? He answered

" اثُبخَ اذَِا  ئٍیشَ  ثُبَخاوَ  اَباطَ  اذَِا  ئٍیشَ  بُیَطاَ  امَهَُّنا  "

[They are the best if they are good, and they are the worst, if they are bad”.[359“

k) There are three things which are not recognizable in three stages: a patient man is
not recognizable except at the time of anger; a brave man is not recognizable except

[at war; and you do not recognize your brother except when you need him.[360

l) There are three things the possession of which will
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entail a perfect faith: A person who does not neglect God's consent when he is
satisfied and happy; he who does not disregard justice at the time of anger; and he
who does not receive what he does not deserve at the time of his power. When you
want to make friends with anybody, make him angry at first. If he did not disregard

[justice at the time of anger, he is the best to be a friend of. Or else, leave him.[361

m) There are four things which a person should perform personally although he is a
prince or a dignitary: to rise to show respect to his father, to entertain the guest, to sit

[on a horse, and to help the world.[362

We will end this section by reporting a tradition from Imam Sadiq (s) which is an
:answer to Himad's question about Luqman and his wisdom

Imam Sadiq (s) said, "I swear by God that God have given Luqman wisdom not for his
wealth, or family or strength or beauty. He was given wisdom because he was strong
in worshipping God, because he was pious, because he was quiet, deep-thinker,
shrewd, and learnable. He did not sleep at the dawn. Nobody saw him going to rest-
room or washing his body. He was extremely modest. He never laughed for no cause.
He did not get angry. He did not joke. He became depressed when anything was

.taken from him

He married some wives and got some children most of whom died before his death.
He did not
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mourn at their funeral. When he passed two people who were quarrelling, he stopped
and made reconciliation between them. He asked people what they knew. He
accompanied the jurisprudents and the wise. He did not meet kings or judges unless
when he wanted to advise them. He used to learn things which made him defeat his
desires. He cured his heart with thinking and his spirit by taking advice and lessons. He
did not perform any-thing unless it had profits (worldly or spiritual). It was for these

[reasons that God gave him wisdom."[363

 ( توملا رکذب  هلبذو  ) Tame it with the Remembrance of Death . 9

In this phrase of his letter (section 9), Imam Ali (s) points out that man should not be
involved in this transitory life; rather, he should have in mind that his living here is not
permanent: in the near future he has to leave this house for the eternal one. And if he
is doubtful, let him study the cases of his friends and relatives and see that this world
was not loyal to them. They left every thing here and housed in a house in a strange
district. He should realize that this, sooner or later, shall happen to him. He should not

.sell Hereafter to now

Although Imam Ali (s) mentioned this issue at the beginning of his letter, the principle
of repetition in educational matters is useful. Imam has used this technique in his

.letter

Remembrance Of Death

When a person is involved in his daily affairs and he neglects the death and the
eternal life, he gets ready for engaging in
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all sorts of sins and wrong-doings and surrenders to the temptations of the Satan and
whims and wishes. The most significant factor which could tame his aggressive self is
the remembrance of Death and the instability of this world and the events of the next

.world

In fact, if we pay attention, we will see that sooner or later death will arrive at a
person and he will be put in the grave and his limbs will disintegrate and turn into
earth. He will cut his relations with his wealth, children, house and the world as such.
He will, pretty soon, be forgotten as if he had not been living. But he is responsible
now for what he had done before. Now he wishes he had never been born to take this

.load of sins over his shoulders

For this very reason it is emphasized in the Islamic traditions to remember death. The
:Prophet of Islam has said

هُرَبقَ دَجـَوَ  تِومَلا  رُکْذِ  هُلَقَثاَ  نمَفَ  تِومَلا ، رُکْذِ  رُِّکفَتَلا  لُضـَفاوَ  تِومَلا  رُکذِ  هِدَابـَعِِلا  لُضـَفاوَ  تِومَلا  رُکذِِ  اینُّدـلا  یف  دِـهزُلا  لُضـَفاَ  "

" هَِّنجَلا ضِایَرِ  نِم  هًضَورَ 

The remembrance of death is the best piety and worship and thinking. Any body who"
[thinks much on death, he will find his grave as a garden of Paradise."[364

:Imam Ali (s) has said

نَذِؤمُلاوَ تِاَّیـسنملا  یَِندُـموَ  تِایَِنملاُا  دَعـِابُموَ  تِاعـَامَجَلا  قَِّرفَُم  اورکُذْا  تِاتـََّشلا  یَعِادَوَ  تِاوَهَّشلا  صَِّغنَُموَ  تِاذّـلَّلا  مَدِاهـَ  اورکُذِْا  "

" تِاتَشَلاوَ نِیبَلاِب 

Remember death which is the destroyer of lusts, the terminator of desires, the"
inviter to separations, the disturber of the aggregates, the announcer of partings and

[disturbances"[365

(Imam Sadiq (s
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:has said

ئُفِطُیوَ يوهَلا  مَلاَعاَ  رُسـِکیَوَ  عَْبطَلا  ُّقرُیو  هللا  دِعـِاومَِب  بَلقَلا  يوّقَُیوَ  هِلَفغَلا  تَِبانـَمَ  عُطَقیَوَ  سِفَّنلا  یف  تِاوهََّشلا  تُیمُِی  تِومَلا  رُکذِِ  "

" اینُّدلا رُِّقحَُیوَ  صِرحِلا  رَاَن 

Death remembrance kills man's desires and dries the fountains of negligence and"
strengthens man's heart to rely on God's promises and softens the temperament and
breaks the flags of sensuality and puts out the fire of greed and depicts the world as

[miserable and worthless."[366

:It is also narrated from Imam Ali (s) his saying

" هللا يدَیَ  نَیَب  مکُمَایَِقوَ  رِوُبقُلا  نَِم  مکُجِورُخُ  مَویَوَ  تِومَلا  رَکْذِ  اورُِثکاَ  "

Remember your death and the day when you will be resurrected from the graves"
[and your standing in front of God; this rememberance will ease your disasters."[367

:The Prophet (s) has said

" اًنیمِسَ اهَنِم  مُتلکاَ  امَ  نَومُلَعتَ  امَ  تِومَلا  نَِم  مُِئاهبَلا  ملَعتَ  وَل  "

[You would never eat a fat animal if the beasts knew what we know of death."[368"

Once a name of a man was mentioned in the presence of the Prophet (s) and he was
praised. The Prophet (s) asked: Did he remember death? The attendants answered:
We don't remember him saying anything about death. The Prophet (s) said: he is not

[to be praised.[369

:The Prophet was asked

فرـشب اوبهذ  سایکلاا  مه  کئلوا  هل  اًدادعتـسا  مهَُّدشاو  توملل  اًرکذِ  مهُرُثکا  لاقف : هللا ؟ لوسر  ای  سانلا  مُرَکاو  سانلا  سُیَکا  نمَ  "

" هرخلآا همارکو  ایندلا 

O messenger of Allah, who are the smartest people? He answered: Those whose“
remembrance of death is the greatest and who are the readiest for it. Those are

clever people who have put together the honor in this world with the generosity
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[of the Hereafter."[370

It is also narrated from the Prophet (s) that he has said, "One who does not take a
lesson from the death and does not remember his misery and long staying in the
grave and his bewilderness in the Doom's Day, is not prosperous. Anybody in this
world who did not care for the death would be inflicted with sorrows in this world and

[anybody whose remembrance of death is good in this world is prosperous"[371

:There are two groups of people regarding death

First group severely escapes the remembrance of death and these are people who do
not believe in the Hereafter and whose behaviors in the world have been indecent.

.They know that by death they will get deprived of what they have

Imam Hossein (s) was once asked: why are we frightened of death and are not
interested in it? Imam answered: Because you have destroyed your Hereafter but
have constructed your world. That is why you are frightened to move from flourishing

". condition to ruined condition

The second group includes those who do not fear death. These are people who
believe in the Hereafter and its assets, who have done their affairs in accordance with
the commands of God, who believe that by breaking the cage of the body here, they
will enjoy God's party in the Hereafter. Thus, they not only do not fear death, but also

:consider it sweeter than honey.[372] They repeat the following

,Tell death to come to me if it is a man

;Till I embrace him very closely

I'll receive
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,an eternal life from him

He'll receive from me colored clothing

,Kill me; kill me, or Great one

.cause in your killing there is life'

" تُومَلا نِِمؤمُلا  هُفَحُت  لُضَفاَ  : " Imam Ali (s) has said

[The best gift for a believer is death"[373"

:Imam Sadiq (s) has said

َّبحَا نمَ  ص :)  ) ُّیبنَلا لَاقَ  .هَرِکَ  نمَ  هَرِکَوَ  تِومَلا  یلِا  قَاتَـشِا  نمَ  قَاتَـشا  کَِلذِلوَ  نَیِمرِجمُلا  كُلاهَوَ  نَیصـِِلخمُلا  هُاجََن  تِِومَلا  یف  "

" هُءَاقِل اللهُا  هَرِکَ  هللا  ءَاقِل  هَرِکَ  نمَوَ  هُءَاقِل  اللهُا  َّبحَاَ  هللا  ءَاقِل 

In death lies the salvage of the believers and the destruction of the criminals. For this “
reason, some love death and others hate it. The Great Prophet (s) has said: Any body
who loves God's meeting, God loves him; and anybody who hates God's meeting, God

[hates him as well."[374

With a concern to what we have so far said, we will appreciate the educational value
.of Imam Ali's statement that: Tame your very self by the remembrance of death

 ( ءانفلاب هررّقو  ) Be Convinced That the World is Mortal . 10

Although a man may get involved in the remembrance of death, he may not be
serious; neither may he be convinced. In this case, this remembrance will not be
instructive. This is true in the case of those corrupted people who verbally remember
death, but deep inside they are not ready to embrace death. For this reason, after his
previous command concerning the taming of the heart, Imam Ali (s) emphasized that
we should convince our hearts that this world is not eternal. This very conviction
makes man ready for the voyage towards the Hereafter. Imam (s), concerning this,

has said, "Anybody who believes that
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one day death will separate him from his friends, that he will be put in the grave, that
he will have to account in the Doom's Day for what he has done, that the wealth here
will not help him out; and that what he has sent in advance will be of value, should

." shorten his desires and lengthen the amount of his work

This very stage of confession and conviction has made some wonder: How is it
possible for a man to believe death and the exact accounting for in the Doomsday and

?be happy at the same time

" حرَْفیَ فَیک  بِاسحلاب  نقیا  نمَِل  تُبجِعَ  کُحضْیَ  فَیک  تِوملاب  نقیا  نمَِل  تُبجِعَ  "

)ا) یندلا عیاجف  هرصّبَو  Mention the World's Calamities to Your Heart . 11

Man selects a shelter for living which is safe from hazards and where the hardships
.will not threaten him; or else it is foolish to dwell in a place where you are not safe

Some, however, are involved in the life here and have forgotten the statements of
Imam Ali (s) who has said: "This world is a house engulfed in disasters; it is famous for
its deceits; it is changing all the time; it is not a safe place to dwell in; security is

.inconceivable in it. Its dwellers are always target for its arrows of misfortune

Thus, My son! Always remember the disasters of this world so that you will not live
!! there negligently and wrongly assume that it is eternal

( مایلااو یلایللا  بلقت  شحفو  رهدلا  هلوص  هرذّحو  )Let Your Heart be aware of the world's Attack . 12

Man is always confronted with unexpected and unfavorable events of the world:
Sometimes disease, death, and misery of your beloved ones, and at other times,
poverty, deprivation and depressions, sometimes the corruption of people and at
times failure, inability and disloyalty of your friends. Although most of these
unpleasant events are unexpected, the hemlock is the poison which should be drunk
anyhow. A wise man, being at the mercy of so many deplorable events, should make
himself ready, and if possible stop their occurrence and try to face them

.determinedly
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,O my dear friend! Think of the ups and downs of life

;Think of the ways to stay strong if deprived of the provisions

,A breeze might disturb the book of time

.Think of the turning over the pages of your life-book by Day and Night

…Present to it the history of the past . 13

Present to it the history of the past ; remind it what is handed down to us from the
past. Have a trip in the ruined cities of theirs. See what they have done, where they
have come from and where they have landed. You will see that they have left here to

.dwell in the strange land. It will not last long before you join them

نیاو اولقتنا ، امّعو  اولعف  امیف  رظناف  مهراید ، یف  رسـِو  نیلولأا  نم  کلبق  ناک  نم  باصا  اـمب  هرکّذو  نیـضاملا  راـبخا  هیلع  ضرعا  و 
مهدحاک ترص  دق  لیلق  نع  کنأکو  هبرغلا  راد  وّلحو  هّبحلأا  نع  اولقتنا  دق  مهدجت  کناف  اولزنو ، وّلح 

The Mirror of History

The study of the history of the ancient nations and people, and an observation of their
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remnants and a survey of the factors of their improvements or their falls are among
the principles of Islamic education, Our study of the past will reveal to us that the
same factors of improvement or failures are still with us today in the form of "the

.tradition of history". We are subject to this tradition and we are not excluded by it

This study of the past will show to us that pleasures and depressions, honors and
miseries, assets and hardships, all will pass. Neither do the world's good things
deserve our deception and pride, nor should its bad things disturb the ocean of our
existence and deprive us of the spirit of satisfaction or patience. You too of whatever
group you are, finally you will go away and will face what your ancestors have gone
through. It is better for you to learn a lesson from them and not to waste your time as

.they did

It is because of this educational principle that nearly one third of the Qur’an consists
of the mentioning of stories and histories of the past peoples and nations. The Qur’an
orders people to have excursions on the earth to observe the mirror of the history of

.the past nations

" نَیِبِّذکَمُْلا هُبَِقاعَ  نَاکَ  فَْیکَاورظُْنافَ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  اورُیسِفَ  نٌنَسُ  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِْم  تْلَخَدْقَ  . " 1

Indeed there have been examples before you; therefore, travel in the earth and see"
[what was the end of the rejecters."[375

رَثَکْأَ اوُناکَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِْم  نَیذَِّلا  هُبَِقاعَ  نَاکَ  فَْیکَ  اورُظُنیَفَ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  اورُیسِیَ  مْلَفَأَ  . " 2

امَفَ ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  ارًاَثآوَ  هًَّوُق  َّدشَأَوَ  مْهُْنِم 

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 214 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


" نَوُبسِکْیَ اوُناکَ  امَ  مْهُْنعَ  ینَغْأَ 

Have they not then journeyed in the land and seen how was the end of those before"
them? They were more in numbers than these and greater in strength and in

[fortifications in the land, but what they earned did not avail them."[376

نَیهِکِافَ اهَیِف  اوُناکَ  هٍمَْعَنوَ  مٍیرِکَ  مٍاقَمَوَ  عٍورُزُوَ  نٍوُیعُوَ  تٍاَّنجَ  نِْم  اوکُرَتَ  مْکَ  . " 3

" نَیرِظَنُم اوُناکَ  امَوَ  ضُرْأَْلاوَ  ءُامََّسلا  مْهِْیلَعَ  تْکََب  امَفَ  نَیرِخَآ  امًوْقَ  اهَانَْثرَوْأَوَ  کَِلذَکَ 

How many of the gardens and fountains have they left! And cornfields and noble“
places! And goodly things wherein they rejoiced; thus it was, and we gave them as a
heritage to another people. So the heaven and the earth did not weep for them, nor

[were they respited”.[377

It is because of this educational principle that Imam Ali (s) in different points of Nahjol
Balagha and even in the present paper attracts our attention to the destiny and fate
of the ancient peoples and nations and the factors which had led to their
improvements or failures. He drew our attention to how these people left every thing

.and left this land

The Poem of Khaqani

,O heart that learns out of others' examples see through your eyes

;Use the veranda of Ctesiphon as an example

,Go once from the Tigris River towards Ctesiphon

,Once in a while call the veranda with the tears language

:Perhaps you will listen to the veranda saying

,The dent of each will give you new advice

;Listen to the end-point of the dent for advice
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;It says you are from the earth, now we are earth-ridden for you

Put two or
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;three steps over us, weep two or three drops

,We are in trouble from the songs of the owl

;Pour out flower-water to cure our headaches

,We were court of justice, see what tyranny has gone to us

;See what will happen to the court of the tyrants

,You will laugh at me, wondering what is of fun

;They will laugh at those eyes which do not weep here

,This is the same veranda in which the colors of the people

;In the earth its doorsills were like the picture-gallery

,This is the same castle, in which kings frequented

;Deylam, Babylon’s king, Hindu, Turkistan’s king

,The earth is drunk, because instead of wine

,It has drunk Nowshirvan’s blood in Hormoz’s sculp as a cup

,Many pieces of advice were seen then on his crown

;A hundred new pieces of advice are hidden in his brain

,Kesra and the golden lemon, Parviz and golden vegetable

;All have gone with the wind and have been leveled out with the ground

,Parviz brought golden vegetable to every feast

;So many vegetables he made an orchard out of it

,Parviz is lost now, don’t mention his name
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;Where is the golden vegetable, go and read kam taraku[378] from the Qur’an

,You asked where those crown-bearers are

;The belly of the earth is eternally pregnant with them

,It will take time for the earth to give birth to

;Giving birth is hard, getting sperm easy

,This wine which is distributed among men by the gardener is Shirin’s blood

;And the container of the wine is made out of the earth of Parviz

,The tyrants have drunk the water of their lives

;The greedy ones are not satiated yet

The
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,redness of the red river is the blood of the children

,Of this black-eyebrow old man, of that black-breasted woman

,Khaqani, take lessons from this castle

.Till Khaqan, later on, takes lessons from your case

…Improve your future Residence . 14

Improve your future Residence (Grave and the Doomsday ) and Do not sell your
كایندب کترخآ  عبت  لاو  كاوثم  حلصاف   Hereafter to this world

After the above 13 recommendations, each of which is one stage of self-
improvement, to his son, Imam (s) comes to the following conclusion: My son, you
should be aware that life does not include only these few days spent in this world; you
will face the grave and the Doom’s Day, every state of which is related to the affairs
of this world; this world is a plantation and your hereafter is the seeds you have
planted here. You will harvest it in the next world. If the seeds include good behaviors
then "how excellent is the issue of the abode"[379] and if the seeds contain the vicious

[behaviors, then “So evil is the resting-place."[380

And, since in accordance with the logic of Qur’an, the punishment in the Hereafter is
:just the manifestation of our affairs here in this world, and since the Qur’an says

" ارًضِاحَ اوُلمِعَ  امَ  اودُجَوَوَ  "

and what they had done they shall find present (there)"[381] or"

" هرَیَ ارشَ  هٍَّرذَ  لَاقَْثِم  لْمَْعیَ  نْمَوَ  هرَیَ  ارًْیخَ  هٍَّرذَ  لَاقَْثِم  لْمَْعیَ  نْمَفَ  "

So, he who has done an atom’s weight of good shall see it and he who has done an"
atom’s weight of evil shall see it,"[382] therefore, be aware that you will harvest
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what you have already planted in this world. Thus, make up the fate of your future
just here and do not sell your hereafter to this world; this is because in this world a
wise man makes a lucrative bargain with God, the result of which is the salvage from
Hell and the entrance of the Gardens of Eden. We should not sell those assets to the
things here. Imam (s) has said, "The worst people are those who sell their hereafter

." to this world and worse than them are those who sell the Hereafter to another world

.Do not talk on anything you do not know or is not related to you . 15

:In these sentences, Imam Ali (s) emphasizes two ethical principles

Do not talk on anything you lack information about. This is because your statements . 1
might turn out to be false. In such cases you have both told a lie and misled people
into ignorance, both of which are religiously forbidden. Such a case would lower one’s

.social position

The Prophet (s) told Abdollah Ibn Marw: "Suppose you are among low and mean
?" people who are united in not keeping their promises, what would you do

". Abdollah said, "You guide me what to do, O messenger of Allah

The Prophet (s) replied:[383] “Act on what you know and leave what you don’t know. Be
(. aware not to commit sins (and compromise

Do not interfere in anything not related to you and so not say of anything irrelevant . 2
to you. The Prophet (s) has said: "Among a Moslem’s

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 220 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


[good work is to leave anything not related to him."[384

 …Do not follow a path which you fear that . 16

Do not follow a path which you fear that it might mislead you because this self-control
.is better than putting youself in a hazardous road

لاوهلاا بوکر  نم  ریخ  للاضلا  هریح  دنع  فکلا  ناف  هتللاض  تفخ  اذا  قیرط  نع  کسما  و 

In this paragraph of his letter, Imam Ali (s) refers us to another ethical and religious
principle. That principle is: In ambiguous cases where our tasks are not clearly
defined, especially in those cases where we might, if not cautious, commit unlawful

.actions, we must stop doing anything and we should adopt caution

Your religion is your brother.  " تَئشـِ امَِب  کَِنیدِِِـل  ظفِِتَحافَ  کَُنیدِ  كَوخُاَ  : Imam Ali (s) told Komeil . 1
[Be cautious for your religion as you can."[385

:Imam Ali (s) said in another tradition . 2

هِهَبُّشلا دَنعِ  فِوُقولاکَ  عَرَوَ  لا 

[There is no piety like self-control in ambigious situations"[386"

:Imam Sadiq (s) has said regarding this issue . 3

هِهَبُّشلا دَنعِ  فَقَوَ  نمَ  سِاّنلا  عُرَواَ 

The most pious person is the one who refrains before ambiguity and adopts caution.""
[[387

:Imam Ali (s) in another tradition says . 4

نمَفَ هللا  یمَحِ  یصِاعمَلاوَ  كُرَتاَ  هَُل  نَابتَـسا  امَِل  وَهُفَ  مِثلاِا  نَِِم  هِیلَعَ  ِبتَـشا  هََ امَ  كَرَتَ  نمَفَ  کَِلذَ ، نَیَب  تٌاهُبشـُوَ  نٌِّیَب  مٌارحَوَ  نٌِّیَب  لٌلاحَ  "

" اهُلخُدیَ ناَ  کُشَوُی  اهَلوحَ  عتَریَ 

Obvious permissible acts and obvious prohibited acts and ambiguities between these"
two: anybody who can put aside sin-ridden cases, will better be able to put aside the
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obvious prohibited cases. This is because sins by nature will attract anybody going
[around them."[388

,Imam Sadiq (s) has said . 5

نَِّیُب رٌماَ  هٌَثلاَث : روملاُا  امَّنِاوَ  "
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تٌاهَبشُوَ نٌِّیَب  مٌارحَوَ  نٌِّیَب  لٌلاحَ  ص :)  ) هللا لوسر  لاق  .هِلوسُرَ ِ یلِاوَ  هللا  یلِا  هُمُلعِ  ُّدرَُی  لٌکِـشُم  رٌماَوَ  بُنَتَجُیفَ  هُُّیغَ  نَِّیُب  رٌْماوَ  عبََّتُیفَ  هُدُشرُ 
َّناِفـَ ....مُلَعیَ  ـلا  ثُیحَ  نِم  کلـَهَوَ  تِامـََّرحَمُلا  بَکَتَرِا  تِاهَُبشـُلاِب  ذَخـَاَ  نمَوَ  تِامـََّرحُملا  نَِم  اـجَن  تِاهَُبشـُلا  كَرَتَ  نمَفَ  کَِـلذَ  نَـیَب 

" تِاکلَهَلا یف  مِاحَِتقلاِا  نَِم  رٌیخَ  تِاهُبشُلا  دَنعِ  فَوُقولا 

Definitely, affairs and tasks are of three types: cases whose progress are obvious,“
they should be followed; cases whose misleading is obvious, they should be avoided
and a case whose status is ambiguous. In such cases we should refer to the
knowledge of Allah and the Prophet (s). The Prophet (s), regarding this, has said: The
obvious Islamically permissible act, and the ambiguities lying between these two.
Thus, anybody who puts aside the ambiguous cases, he will get rid of forbidden items;
anybody who carries out the ambiguous cases, is committing unlawful acts. Thus,

[definitely, not to carry out the ambiguous cases is better than getting destroyed"[389

:No'man Ibn Bashir says: I heard the Prophet (s) saying . 6

تُبثیَ مَل  یمَحِلا  بِِناجَ  یلِا  یعرَ  اًـیعِارَ  َّناَ  وَل  امـَکَ  کَِـلذَ ، نَیَب  تُاهَبَتَـشمُلاوَ  هُُمارحَوَ  هُُلـلاحَ  هللا  یمَحِ  َّنِاوَ  یمَحِِ ، کٍِـِلمَ  ِّلکـُِل  َّنِا  "
" تِاهبَتَشمُلا اوعُدَفَ  هِطِسَوَ ، یف  عَقَتَ  ناَ  هُمَنَغَ 

For any sultan, there is sanctum and the sanctum of Allah is the permissible and“
impermissible acts and the ambiguities between these two. If a shepherd grazes his
flock around the game preserve there is the danger that the flock may enter it. It is
advisable for you, too, to stay away from the ambiguous situations (or else you have

entered the
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sanctum)[390] With regards to the above-mentioned traditions, we will conclude the
:following

a) We protect our brother like our eye-ball; we should be doing the same regarding
God's commandings so that they are not hurt and, caution at the ambiguous times is

[among God's commands[391

b) The avoidance of ambiguous cases and observing caution is among the clearest
[cases of piety.[392

c) As the grazing of the cattle around the game preserve implies the danger of their
entrance in that place, the committing of ambiguous, too, may embolden man to
[enter the prohibited zone of God's game preserve, thus, engaging in obvious sins.[393

Thus, in ambiguous cases, we should use caution, and in the words of Imam (s) in this
[letter we should "stop doing it"[394

 …Enjoin the good so that you will be among well-doers . 17

explainment

Enjoin the good so that you will be among well-doers and forbid the evil both
physically and verbally. Avoid being with anybody doing evil and try as far as you can
to be on Allah's path. Let not the scolding of the blamers discourage you from doing

.the right things. Plunge into the hardships for the sake of the truth

كذـخأت لاو  هداهج  قح  هللا  یف  دـهاجو  كدـهجب  هلعف  نم  نیابو  کناسلو  كدـیب  رکنملا  رکناو  هلها  نم  نکت  فورعملاب  رمأ  "و 
" ناک ثیح  قحلاب  تارمغلا  ضخو  مئلا  همول  هللا  یف 

:In this paragraph, Imam Ali (s) emphasizes several issues

Enjoining the Good and refraining from the Evil . 1

To encourage people to do the right things is termed "enjoining the good" and
." prohibiting them from doing wrong is called "forbidding the evil
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The employment of this principle is a public duty which is carried out in form of wajib
kifa’i which means it is an obligatory duty of all Muslims but it suffices when
performed by someone. This principle makes the foundation of all Divine

:commandments strong. Imam Baqir (s) says in this connection

ُّلحِتَوَ بُهِاذَمـَلا  نُمَأتَوَ  ضُِئارفَلا  مُاقَُت  اـهِب  هٌمَیظِعَ  هٌضَیرِفَ  ءِامـَلعُلا  جُاهـَنِِموَ  ءِاـیِبنلأا  لُـیِبسَ  رِکَنمُلا  نِعَ  یَهنَلاوَ  فِورُعمَلاِـب  رَمـَلاا  َّنِِا  "
" رُْملأَا مُیقِتَسیَوَ  ءِادَعْلاَا  نَِم  فُصَتَنُیو  ضُرْلاَا  رُمَعُتوَ  مُِلاظَمَلا  دُرَُتوَ  بُسِاکمَلا 

The principle of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil is the method of both"
Prophets and merited and worthy people. It is an obligation which is the foundation
for other obligatory tasks. Through these principles the operations of the robbers of
religion and social prosperity are stopped. Through it trade flourishes, the foes are

revenged and
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[affairs get on the way"[395

Islam considers that the prosperity of societies is fulfilled through the implementation
of this sacred principle. Islam thinks that the miseries and the deprivation of some
societies of divine assets and also their destruction and their annihilation are due to
the fact that this principle is not carried out properly with those nations.[396] Imam Ali

:(s), regarding this, in a sermon emphasizes that

یصـِاعمَلا یف  اودَامَتَ  اَّمَل  مهَُّنِاوَ  کَِلذَ  نعَ  رُابَحلااوَ  نَوُیِناَّبرَلا  مهُهَنیَ  مَلوَ  یصـِاعمَلا  نَِم  اوُلمِعَ  امَ  ثُیحَ  مکُلَبقَ  نَاکَ  نمَ  کَلـَهَ  امـََّنِا  "

" تاَبوقُعُلا مهِِب  تَلزََن  کَِلذَ  نعَ  رُابَحلاَاوَ  نَوُیِناَّبرَلا  مهُهَنیَ  مَلوَ 

The reason for the annihilation and destruction of the nations before you was that"
their clergymen and scholars did not inhibit them from carrying out vicious affairs.
With the continuation of evil-doing their prosperity was converted into misery.[397]
Since the implementation of this principle makes firm the foundations of Divine
commandments and erases the vestiges of blasphemy, injustice and corruption,
Islam considers the avoidance of this principle as war against God.[398] Imam Ali (s), in

:his last will, considers this issue

" مکَُل بُاجَتَسُی  لافَ  نَوعُدتَ  َّمُث  مکُرُارشْاَ  مکُیلَعَ  یّلوُیفَ  رِکَنمُلا  نِعَ  یَهنَلاوَ  فِورُعمَلاِب  رَملأَا  اوکُرُْتتَ  "لا 

Do not leave the principle of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil, or else the"
rascals and aggressors will dominate you. In this case your prayers will not help you."

[[399

The degrees of the principle of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil.2

This principle has got some degrees, some of which apply to all individuals of a
community without having related to the government; some other degrees apply to

.those individuals who are given some social tasks
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:These degrees include

Those who are happy by nature to involve in doing the good and unhappy to . 1
.perform the evil

.Those who verbally enjoin the good and forbid the evil . 2

Those who by force implement the principle of enjoing the good and forbidding the . 3
.evil; these may use punishments if felt necessary

:Regarding these, let us observe the following traditions

:Imam Ali (s) has stated

" هُنِم جَرَخَ  دقَفَ  هُطَخِسَ  نمَوَ  هِیِف  لَخَدَ  دقَفَ  اًرماَ  یَضِرَ  نمَفَ  طَخَسَلاوَ ، اضِّرلا  سُاّنلا  عُمَجیَ  امََّنِا  "

Only two things put people together: Consent and anger. Therefore, anybody being"
satisfied with anything thinks he is in it; and anybody hating anything thinks he is out

[of it"[400

:Imam Ali (s) has also stated

" هِِب اضَِّرلا  مُْثِاوَ  هِِب  لِمَعَلا  مُثإِ  نِامَثإِ : لٍطِاَب  یف  لٍخِادَ  ِّلکُ  یلعوَ  هِیِف  مهُعَمَ  لِخِادّلاکَ  مٍوقَ  لِعفِِب  یضِاَّرلا  "

Anybody who is satisfied with a course of action seems to be one of the participants."
Anybody who is involved in wrong-doing is inflicted with two sins: the sin of

[committing it and the sin of being satisfied with it."[401

,Imam Ali (s) is reported to have said

" هٌَثلاَث ءُاکَرَشُ  هِیلَعَ  نُیعِمُلاوَ  هِِب  یضِاَّرلاوَ  مِلُّظلاِب  لُِماعَلا  "

A person who does injustice, and one who is content with the injustice, and the one"
[who helps carrying out the injustice are three partners to the crime."[402

Imam Baqir (s), concerning the principle of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil,
,in a tradition, has said
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" مٍِئلا هَمَوَل  هللا  یف  اوُفاخَتَ  لاوَ  مهُهَابَجِ  اهَِب  اوُّکصُوَ  مکُِتنَسِلاِب  اوظُفَلاوَ  مکُِبوُلقُِب  اورُکِِْنافَ  "

Then deny it with your hearts, and reject it with your tongues and slap them on"
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[their foreheads and for God's sake do not fear the blamers."[403

Ibn Jarir narrates in his history book form Abdolrahman bin Abi Leila, that when Imam
:Ali (s) was facing Mo'awiya's army said

لُضـَفاَ وهُوَ  رَجُِِا  دقَفَ  هِِناسَِلِب  هُرَکَْناَ  نمَوَ  ئرَِبوَ  مَِِلسـَ  دقَفَ  هِِبلقَِب  هُرکَْنافَ  هِیَلِا  یعَدُی  اًرکَنُموَ  هِِب  لُمَعُی  اًناوَدعُ  يأرَ  نمَ  هَّنِا  نَوُنِمؤمُلا  اهُّیا  "

قِیرَِّطلا یلع  مَاقَوَ  يدَهُلا  لَیِبسَ  بَاصَاَ  يذَِّلا  کَِلذَفـَ  یلَفُّسلا  نَیمِِلاَّظلا  هُمَِلکَوَ  ایلعُلا  هللا  هُمَِلکَ  نَوکُتَِل  فِیَّسلاِب  هُرَکَْناَ  نمَوَ  هِبحِاصَ ، نِم 
" نُیقِیَلا هُبَلقَ  یف  رََّونوَ 

O believers! Let a true believer through his heart (with all his heart) reject an"
aggression when he sees it; such a person is definitely safe. And if a person denies
such an action of aggression with his tongue, he is also immune from punishment. And
finally if a person uses his sword for God, so that to raise God's name above
everything and to lower the names of the aggressors, he has found the path to truth.

[In the heart of such a person there is the light of rightfulness."[404

Of course, the degrees of the principle of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil
are determined by the capacity of the individual. A person, if capable, should use his
hand, tongue, and heart to implement the principle. If he is not capable, he may use
his tongue and heart. In the third case, a person should announce his lack of consent

:through his heart, at least. Imam Ali (s), regarding this, has said

هِدِیَِب كُرِاتَلا  هِِبلقَوَ  هِِناسَِلِب  رُکِْنمُلا  مُهُنِموَ  رِیخَلا  لِاصَخِِل  لُمِکْتَسمُلا  کَِلذفَ  هِدِیَوَ  هِِناسَِلوَ  هِِبلقَِب  رکِْنمُلا  مهُنمِِفَ  "
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عََّیضـَ يذَّلا  کَِلذَفـَ  هِِناسـَِلوَ  هِدِیـَِب  كُرِاتـَلاوَ  هِِبلقَِب  رُکِْنمُلا  مهـُنِموَ  هًلَصـْخِ  عٌِّیضـَُموَ  رِیخَلا  لِاصـَخِ  نِـم  نِیتَلَـصخِِب  کٌسِمتَـسُم  کَِلذَفـَ 
" ءِایَحلاَا تُِّیمَ  کَِلذفَ  هِدِیَوَ  هِِبلقَوَ  هِِناسَِلِب  رِکَْنمُلا  رِاکْنلاِ  كٌرِاتَ  مهُنِموَ  هٍدَحِاوَِب  کََّسمَتَوَ  ثِلاثَلا  نَِم  نِیتَلَصْخِلا 

Some people reject the evil action with their hearts, tongues and hands. This includes“
the good traits. Some others reject the evil only through their hearts and tongues.
These have spoiled one of the three traits. But still two of these traits remain. Some
others reject evil actions only through their hearts. This latter group has destroyed
two of the traits of good ness. Only one has remained for them. Some others have

[used none of these three mechanisms: they are for sure living dead”.[405

:Regarding this issue, the Prophet (s) has said

" هِِبلقَِبفَ عطِتَسیَ  مَل  نْاِفَ  هِِناسَِلِبفَ  عطِتَسیَ  مَل  نْاِفَ  هِدِیَِب  هُرِّیغُیلفَ  اًرکَنُم  مکُْنِم  يأرَ  نمَ  "

Anyone of you seeing an evil act being implemented, should destroy it"

wholeheartedly. If he could not do it, let him reject it verbally or else let him show his
[rejection through his heart."[406

Imam Ali (s) has said, regarding this: “The Prophet (s) has ordered us to face the
”. sinners seriously

[407 " ] هرَِّهفَکُم هٍوجُوِب  یصِاعمَلا  لَهاَ  یقَلَن  ناَ  هِِلآوَ  هِیلَعَ  هللا  یَّلصَ  هللا  لُوسُرَ  انرَمَاَ  "

The Highest Degree of the Principle of Enjoining The Good and Forbidding the Evil

The highest degree of the principle of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil
should be implemented when the very bases of Islam are endangered through the
wrong-doings of an obstinate ruler. In such cases the world–sold-for-the hereafter.

The believers will defend the above
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principle wholeheartedly; in such a defense, they, like Abuzar might fall prey to some
others' anger conditions or like Hossein (s) and his followers get martyred. Regarding

:this, Imam Ali (s) has said

" رٍِئاجَ مٍامَِا  دَنعِ  لٍدْعَ  هُمَِلکَ  کَِلذ  نِم  لُضَْفاوَ  "

The highest degree of the principle of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil is"
[when it is used in front of a tyrant leader."[408

When Othman feared Abuzar's disclosure of the former's wrong-doings, he told him:
:It is none of your business to interefere with political affairs. Abuzar answered

" رِکَنمُلا نعَ  یَهنَلاوَ  فِورُعمَلاِب  رَملأا  لاِا  اًرذْعُ  یل  تُدْجَوَ  امَ  هللاو  "

I swear by God I do not have any excuse no to implement the principle of enjoining"
[the good and forbidding the evil. I have to do it"[409

When Imam Hossein (s) was in front of the enemy army and his sincere advisers were
advising him not to confront with the foes, he explained the philosophy of uprising in
the following manner: O people! The Prophet (s) has said: Anybody who witnesses an
obstinate governor who considers allowable those things which are God- forbidden,
who breaks God's contract, who defies the Prophet's tradition, who performs injustice
among people, but does not uprise against such tyrant governor, will receive from

.God the same punishment which the aggressor receives

Be aware: these people (the Umayyads) have accepted the Satan's commandments
and have rejected God's worship, have indulged in corruption, have stopped carrying
out God's commands, have robbed Moslems of their treasures, have made allowable

God's forbidden affairs and have forbidden God's lawful
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[affairs. I deserve the most to prevent this corruption."[410

When he was leaving Medina, Hossein (s) in a will described the philosophy behind his
:uprising in the following manner

نعَ یهناوَ  فِورُعمَلاِب  رَُمآ  ناَو  ص )  ) دمحم يِّدجَ  هَِّمُا  یف  حِلاصلاِِل  تُجرَخَ  امّنِا  اًدسِفُم  لاوَ  اًمِلاظَ  لاوَ  اًرطَِِب  لاو  اًرشِاَ  جرُخاَ  مَل  یّنِا  "

" رِکَنمُلا

I have not left Medina to indulge in pleasures or injustice or corruption; rather I have
left that location to purify my grandfather's nation and implement the great principle

[of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil."[411

But under the present lack of equilibrium where the results are unpredictable, should
all people carry out this task, or is it the responsibility of a select group to carry out
this principle? Is this task compulsory or optional? These are issues which should be

[found in books on jurisprudence. It is beyond our scope, however.[412

The Types of Struggle in the way of Allah . 3

Struggle in the way of Allah means carrying out anything which is wanted by God. To
fulfill such an aim, we should try our best, either financially or verbally. Imam Ali (s) in

:his will has emphasized

" هللا لِیِبسَ  یف  مکُِتنَسِلاَوَ  مکُسِفُناَوَ  مکُِلاومأِب  دِاهجِلا  یف  هللا  هللاو  "

[For God's sake struggle in the way of Allah with your wealth, lives, and tongues"[413"

Therefore, struggle against our very selves is also among struggles in the way of
:Allah. Upon the return of soldiers from the Holy wars, the Prophet (s) told them

" سِفَّنلا دُاهَجِ  لاق : رُبَکلاا ؟ دُاهجِلا  اموَ  هللا  لَوسُرَ  ایَ  لَیِق  ربَکلاا ، دُاهجِلا  یَقَِبوَ  رغَصلاَا  دَاهَجِلا  اوضَقَ  مٍوقَِب  اًبحَرمَ  "

Praise be upon those who have performed the minor"
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jihad in the way of Allah, but their major one is still ahead. The followers asked the
Prophet (s) what he meant by major jihad in the way of Allah. The Prophet (s) replied:

[struggle against your very selves."[414

 ... مٍئلا هُمَوَل  هللا  یف  كَذخُاتَ  لاوَ  : Imam Ali (s) has said in his will

In all types of struggle for God, we should try for God only and we should not pay“
attention to what blamers have to blame us on. We should do everything for God
because He is above everything and His worship and obedience is compulsory at all

.times

?How does this principle cause man to become righteous . 4

The Holy Qur’an considers the enjoining of the good among the traits of believers,
paradise dwellers, the pious men and the best of the nation.[415] Therefore, anybody

:who indulges in this principle should be pious himself or else

,From a yellow-colored- countenance physician

.Do not ask for a rose-colored cheek

.Furthermore, such a person uses self-denial approach which is among great sins

Thus, as Imam Ali (s) has said that a person who carries out the principle of enjoining
the good should be among the pious ones, or else such a person is like a physician

.who cures people but he himself is sick

نیدلا یف  هقفتو   ) ) Learn the Religion . 18

It is true that science is light and ignorance is darkness; and it is also obvious that light
is better than darkness, but lights are of different types. It is clear that a science is
more important when it deals with excellent issues and when its results are beneficial
to man. Because the science of religion deals with either opinions and right knowledge
or with Divine commandments and individual and social laws or deals with ethical
commands, and since these affairs belong to the sacred religion and are the
foundations of man's prosperity both here and in the Hereafter, the Prophet (s) has
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considered this branch of human knowledge as science and the rest of human
.knowledge as "Fathl" or divine grace

[416 "] لضْفَ وَهُفَ  َّنهُلاخَ  امَوَ  هٌمَِئاقَ  هٌَّنسُ  وا  هٌَلدِاعَ  هٌضَیرِفَ  واَ  همَکَحُم  هٌیآ  هَثلاَث : مُلعِلا  امّنِا  "

Definitely science is of three types: Those principles which are based on clear“
reasoning, the commandments which are based on
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[justice, and ethics and guidelines for life which are always constant”.[417

Thus, "Tafaqqoh" or research on religion, which is the study of ideological, legal and
ethical issues, has always been the pivotal question with the religion leaders. As we
see, Imam (s), in the above expression, encourages his son to learn it and Imam

:Kazim (s) too asks his followers to do the same thing

Do your research in God's religion because the recognition of religion issues is the"
key to the whole of the worship and is a means to arrive at lofty places both in religion

.and in the world

And the superiority of jurisprudent[418] over the pious worshipper is like the
superiority of the sun over the stars. The actions of anybody who does not research in

[his religion are not accepted by God."[419

And the Great Prophet (s) of Islam has said: “when God wishes goodness, He makes a
[believer a jurisprudent (expert) in his religion and God reveals to him his growth.”[420

Imam Sadiq (s), as well, has said, concerning this issue: "Make your research in the
religion, because anybody among you who does not carry out this research is as
ignorant as a desert man; God has said in the Qur’an: "Why should not then a
company from every party among them go forth that they may apply themselves to
obtain understanding in religion, and that they may warn their people when they

[come back to them that they may be cautious?"[421

 …Get used to perseverance in the face of hardships . 19

Get used to perseverance in the face of hardships : patience is

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 235 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


( ربصتلا قلخُلا  معنو  هورکملا  یلع  رّبصتلا  کسفن  دوعو   ) among good traits

The factor which protects man in confronting hardships or against desires contrary to
the religion is called perseverance. It has different shapes which are dealt with in the

:following tradition

" هِیَصِعمَلا نعَ  رٌبصَوَ  هِعَاَّطلا  یلعَ  رُبصَوَ  هِبَیصِمُلا ، دَنعِ  رٌْبصَ  هَثلاَث : رُبصَلا  "

Patience is of three kinds; patience before calamities, patience in obeying Allah and"
[patience on (refraining from) sins”.[422

The important point in patience is that practice in it will broaden our capacity to stand
firm in the face of hardships. On the contrary, those people who lack this asset will
lose their resistance in time of difficulties. For this reason, in Islam, worships and
prayers are adopted as somewhat hard, such as prayers, fasting, pilgrimage, holy
wars and the like with the practice of which man becomes strong. The Holy Qur’an,
which mentions the word patience" more than seventy times, relates a lot of good to
it. The Holy Qur’an, talking about appointing an imam, for the Israelites and fulfilling
God's promises as to the victory of Israelis over their enemies, puts patience as the

:criterion for their prosperity

" اورُبَصَ اَّمَل  اَنرِْمأَِب  نَودُهْیَ  هًَّمِئأَ  مْهُْنِم  انَْلعَجَوَ  "

[And We made of them imams to guide by our command when they were patient"[423"

:Swmewhere else, the Qur’an says

" اورُبَصَ امَِب  لَیِئارَسْإِ  یِنَب  یلَعَ  ینَسْحُْلا  کَِّبرَ  هُمَِلکَ  تَّْمتَوَ  "

And the good word of your lord was fulfilled in the children of Israel because they"
[bore up sufferings patiently"[424

In another connection, where the Qur’an talks bout the divine help for the holy war
fighters, the
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:issue of patience once more is raised

" نَیِمِّوسَُم هِکَِئالَمَْلا  نِْم  فٍاَلآ  هِسَمْخَِب  مْکُُّبرَ  مْکُدْدِمُْی  اذَهَ  مْهِرِوْفَ  نِْم  مْکُوُتأْیَوَ  اوقَُّتتَوَ  اورُِبصْتَ  نْإِ  یلََب  "

Yea! If you remain patient and are on your guard, and they come upon you in a"
headlong manner, your Lord will assist you with five thousand of the havoc-making

[angels".[425

The Qur’an in one occasion praises the truth-seekers and believers and mentions that
:these people's success is due to the fact they were patient

" نَوقُفِنُی مْهُانَْقزَرَ  اَّمِموَ  هَئَِّیَّسلا  هِنَسَحَْلاِب  نَوءُرَدْیَوَ  اورُبَصَ  امَِب  نِْیتََّرمَ  مْهُرَجْأَ  نَوْتَؤُْی  کَِئَلوْأُ  "

These shall be granted their reward twice, because they are steadfast and they"
[repel evil with good and spend out of what we have given them".[426

In the Sura of Furqan, after describing the day and night schedule of the believers and
after praising their behavior with God and with the people, God comes to the

Conclusion that

 " اورُبَصَ امَِب  هَفَرْغُْلا  نَوْزَجُْی  کَِئَلوْأُ 

These shall be rewarded with high places [in the paradise] because they were"
[patient, and shall be met therein with greetings and salutations".[427

And in the sura of Hal Ata [The Man], the Qur’an describes many virtues for the
prophet’s Household and concludes that they have got these rewards because of

:their patience

" ارًیرِحَوَ هًَّنجَ  اورُبَصَ  امَِب  مْهُازَجَوَ  ارًورُسُوَ  هًرَضَْن  مْهُاَّقَلوَ  مِوْیَْلا  کَِلذَ  َّرشَ  هَُّللا  مْهُاقَوَ  "َ

Therefore, Allah will guard them from the evil of that day and cause them to meet"
with ease and happiness; and reward them, because they were patient, with garden

[and silk".[428

And in the sura of Ra’d [The Thunder], after enumerating eight adjectives for the men
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of understanding
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ulol Albab], the Qur’an mentions that God let them and their parents and their]
spouses and their children enter the paradise and the angles enter upon them from
every gate and send peace upon them telling them they got this because of their

"patience

مُْترْبَصَ امَِب  مْکُْیلَعَ  مٌالَسَ  بٍاَب  ِّلکُ  نِْم  مْهِْیلَعَ  نَوُلخُدْیَ  هُکَِئالَمَْلاوَ  مْهِِتاَّیِّرذُوَ  مْهِجِاوَزْأَوَ  مْهِِئاَبآ  نِْم  حَلَصَ  نْمَوَ  اهََنوُلخُدْیَ  نٍدْعَ  تُاَّنجَ  "

" رِاَّدلا یبَْقعُ  مَْعِنفَ 

The gardens of perpetual abode which they will enter along with those who do good"
from among their parents and their spouses and their offspring; and the angels will
enter in upon them from every gate: Peace be upon you because you were constant,

[how excellent, is then, the issue of the abode."[429

However, we see that all this prosperity is due to patience. This indicates that the
base for all human traits is patience. None of these traits flourishes except with

[patience.[430

In the Islamic traditions, emphasis is put on the constructive role of patience. Some of
:these traditions are mentioned here

:Imam Ali (s) has said

" هُعَمَ رَبصَ  نٍَامَیِا لا  یف  لاوَ  هُعَمَ  سَأرَ  دٍسَجَ لا  یف  رَیخَ  لاوَ  دِسَجَلا  نَِم  سِأرَلاکَ  نِامیلاِا  نَِم  رَبصَلا  َّنِا  "

Patience to Faith is like the head to the body; in the same way that a headless body is"
[worthless, faith without patience is worthless as well"[431

:Imam Baqir (s) has said

نمَفَ تِاوهَـشـَلاوَ ، تِاذّـلَّلاِب  هٌفَوـفُحمَ  مَُّنهَجَوَ  هََّنجَلا ، لَخـَدَ  اینُّدـلا  یف  هِرِاـکمَلا  یلع  رَبَصـَ  نمـَفَ  رُْبصـَلاوَ ، هِرِاـکمَلاِب  هٌفَوـفُحمَ  هَُّنجَلا  "

" رَاّنلا لَخَدَ  اهتَوَهْشَوَ  اهتََّذَل  هُسَفنَیطعا 

The paradise is entangled with hardships and patience; therefore, anybody who"
could be patient in the face
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of misfortunes in this world will go to the paradise. The hell is among pleasures and
lusts. Therefore, anybody who desires to indulge in any pleasure he wants, shall go to

[hell."[432

:Abi Basir says that he has heard Imam Sadiq (s) saying

اًرسـْعُ رِـسُیلاِب  لَدَبتَـساوَ  رهُِقو  رسـُِا  نِاوَ  هُرسـِکتَ  مَل  بُِئاصمَلا  هِیلَعَ  تَّکادتَ  نِاوَ  اهَل  رَبَصَ  هٌبَِئاَن  هُتَباَن  نِا  هِِلاوَحاَ ، عِیمِجَیلع  ٌّرحُ  َّرحُلا  َّنِا  "
هَلاَن امَوَ  هُتشَحوَوَ  ِّبجُلا  هُمَلظُ  هُررِضُی  مَلوَ  رَسُِاو  رَهُِقو  دَِبعُتسا  نِا  هتَیَِّرحُ  ررِضـُْی  مَل  هِیلَعَ  هللا  تُاولَصـَ  نُیِملاَا  قُیِّدصِلا  فسُوُی  نَاکَ  امکَ 

اوُنِّطوَوَ اورُِبصْافَ  اًریخَ ، بُقِعیَ  رُْبصَلا  کَِلذکوَ  هَّمُا  هِِب  مَحِرَوَ  هُلَسـَرافَ  اًکِلامَ  هَُل  نَاکَ  ذِا  دَعَب  اًدبعَ  هَُل  یِتاعَلا  رَاَّبجلا  لَعَجَفَ  هِیلَعَ  هللا  نّمَ  نِا 
" اورُجَؤُت رِْبصَلا  یلعَ  مکُسَفَناَ 

A free man is always a free man. If he is faced with hardships, he is patient."
Misfortunes shall not break him: although he might become a slave and defeated,
suffering a great deal. A good example was the honest Joseph who was not hurt by
serfdom, defeat and captivity. Neither could darkness and fear of the well defeat him.
Then God did him a favor and turned the aggressor into Joseph’s salve. God made
Joseph a prophet and through him blessed a nation. We see that these are among the

[fruits of patience. Be patient and get your rewards."[433

It is because of this constructive role of patience that Imam Ali (s) orders his son
"Make your very self get used to patience in the face of hardships and misfortunes

:because this is a good habit". The poet says

Patience is bitter, but later

Will
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.give you the fruit of importance

,In this nature, any nation will be miser

.Which gets used to the act of pleasure-taking

:In his letter to Othman Ibn Hanif, Imam Ali (s) emphasizes this fact

" ادومُخُ أطَباوَ  اًدوُقوَ  يوَقاَ  هَُّیودَبَلا  تُاتَابَنَلاوَ  اًدوُلجُ  ُّقرَاَ  هُرَضِخَلا  حُِئاورَلاوَ  اًدوعُ  بُلَصاَ  هَیَِّربَلا  هَرَجَشَلا  َّنِِاوَ  لااَ  "

Be aware that the desert trees have stronger material, but the green trees on the"
river have thinner peels. The desert vegetables make more flammable material and

[would last longer".[434

Trust in God in all your Affairs -God is a Reliable Protection . 20

زیزع عنام  زیرح و  فهک  یلا  اهئجلت  کناف  کهلا  یلا  اهلک  روملاا  یف  کسفن  ءیجلأ  و 

There are two points of view regarding man's fate in this world. One view-point says
that man is confronted in this world with a series of causes and effects which work
haphazardly to make the fate of man. He has no saying here and is like a football or
like a broken ship in the torrential sea. Only the "Shorte" wind can rescue this

:wandering ship: The poet says

,We are in the broken ship, O "Shorte" wind rise

.So that we may meet once again, our friend

According to another point of view all the means and causes for our daily affairs are
set by our God who is knowing, beneficent and merciful. Without His determination
not a leaf is moveable. All these means and causes work together to make man

:prosper: Sa'adi, the Persian poet says

,Cloud, wind, fog, sun and the galaxy

;All work in harmony so that you may use your sustenance wisely
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,Everything in Nature is obedient to you

It is not fair not to obey
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.God, the Almighty

As soon as man assumes that all the causes and means in this world are controlled by
a wise Creator and everything is at His disposal, he then trusts in God and will never

encounter any hardship: The poet says

,He will never fear the sea waves

.Whose ship is navigated by Noah

In the Islamic ethics, the principle of "Tawakkol" or trust and reliance in Allah is used
to encourage people to accept the second view-point discussed above. As khaje
Abdollah Ansari, in his Manazel Al-Sa’erin, says, the truth of the principle of trust and
reliance in Allah is "to refer all affairs to the owner of these affairs and to trust in Him".

[[435

" هِِتَلاکوَ یلع  لُیوعتَلاوَ  هِکِِلامَ  یلِا  رِْملاا  هُلَکِ  "

.This is the state of affairs which the believers are commanded to carry out

" نَوُنِمؤمُلا لَّکوتَیَلفَ  هللا  یلعَوَ  "

[And on Allah let the believers rely"[436"

When the Prophet (s) asked Gabriel (Jibril) about the principle of trust and reliance in
:Allah, the latter explained it through a tradition

يوسِ دٍحَلأ  لمَعیَ  مَل  کَِلذکَ  دُبعَلا  نَاکَ  اذاِفَ  قِْلخَلا ، نَِم  سِأیَلا  لُامَعِتساوَ  عُنَمْیَ ، لاوَ  یطِْعُی  لاوَ  عُفَْنیَ  لاوَ  رضُیَ  قَوُلخمَلا لا  َّنأِب  مُلعِِلا  "

" لُُّکوَتَلا وَهُ  اذهفَ  هللا  يوسِ  دٍحَاَ  یف  عمَطْیَ  مَلوَ  هللا  يوسِ  فخَیَ  مَلوَ  جُرْیَ  مَلوَ  هللا 

The truth behind the principle of trust and reliance on Allah is that man should know"
that: the creature is neither harmful nor profitable, neither gives not prohibits. When

you do not rely on people, but rather rely on Allah, you will fear nobody, you trust in
nobody but Him; this is the spirit
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[of the principle of trust and reliance on Allah".[437

The above principle (Tawakkol), however, has different degrees. At One stage we will
put our affairs in the hands of a lawyer. The second stage is when a child trusts its
mother for protection. In these two cases we deliberately put our affairs in some body
else’s hands. An A’rabi (A nomad Arab) had released his camel and was saying he had

:trust in Allah. The Prophet (s) told him

:First bind it and then have trust in God". The poet says"

,Said the Prophet aloud

;Bind the knees of the camel, but have trust in God

,If you rely in Allah, have it in your work

.First cultivate, then have reliance on God

The third phase of "Tawakkol" (reliance on God) occurred in Ibrahim's case. It is
narrated that when the Namaridians [Nimrod was the king of Babylon who cast
Ibrahim into the fire] prepared a big fire and wanted to cast Ibrahim into it with a
crane, Gabriel came up to him and asked him if he needed any help. Ibrahim

". answered: "God Bless you, God is the best agent; He will suffice

Then Michael came, saying he has the stores of rain and water at his disposal, and
.asked Ibrahim if he wanted him to put the fire out. Ibrahim refused

Then the angel of wind came, asking for the same thing, but Ibrahim refused once
.more

Then Gabriel said: At least ask God to issue the appropriate order. He answered: "His
[knowledge about me will make my question irrelevant".[438

This state of absolute

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 244 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


surrender to God and to trust everything in Him is the same thing that Imam Kadhim
:(s) has in mind when he repeats God's statement

[439 "] هُُبسْحَ وَهُفَ  هللا  یلع  لَّکوَتَیَ  نمَ  "

And whoever trusts in Allah, He is sufficient for him" [Qur’an65:3]. And then he"
:explains

لاًضْفَوَ اًریخَ  كَوُلأیَ  هَُّناَ لا  مُلَعتَ  اًیضـِارَ  هُنعَ  تَنکُ  کَِب  لَعَفَ  امَفَ  اهِّلکُ  كَرِوُمُا  یف  هللا  یلع  لََّکوتَتَ  ناَ  اهَنِم  تٌاجَرَدَ ، هللا  یلع  لُُّکوَتَلا  "

" اهَرِیغَ یفوَ  اهَیِف  هِِب  قِثوَ  هِیَلِا  کَِلذَ  ضِیوِفتَِب  هللا  یلع  لَّکوَتَفَ  هَُل  کَِلذَ  یف  مَکْحُلا  َّناَ  مُلَعتَوَ 

The principle of reliance on Allah has degrees. One degree of this reliance is to trust"
in God in almost all your affairs and have consent in what He does to you and know
that God will bestow upon you what you deserve. He is the commander. Therefore,

[trust in God and trust nobody else".[440

.Imam Ali (s), too, in his letter encourages his son to rely on this strong stronghold

…When asking God for anything, be sincere . 21

When asking God for anything, be sincere and ask Him only, this is because He is
generous. Ask Him for a lot of good. Before doing anything, think about it deeply and

.then select among options

هراختسلاا رثکاو  نامرحلاو  ءاطعلا  هدیب  نّاف  کّبرل  هلأسملا  یف  صلخا  و 

:There are significant points in this statement, two of which will be dealt with here

(Being sincere in supplication (prayer . 1

Sincerity in prayer" means that a believer should ask God only for his needs and in"
carrying the prayer out a believer should not be in doubt, neither should he employ

.hypocrisy

هُوعُداوَ : Regarding this, the Holy Qur’an says
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نَیِّدلا هَُل  نَیصِِلخُْم 

[and call on Him, being sincere to Him in obedience".[441 "…

:In this regard, Imam Reza (s) narrates from Imam Ali (s), his saying

یطَعاَ امَِب  هُرُدصَ  نزَحیَ  مَلوَ  هُاَنذُُا  عُمَستَ  امَِب  هللا  رَکذِ  سَنیَ  مَلوَ  هُانَیعَ  يرتَ  امَِب  هُبَلقَ  لغَشـْیَ  مَلوَ  ءاعَُّدلاوَ  هَدَابَعِلا  صَلَخاَ الله  نمَِِل  یَبوطُ  "

". هُرَیغَ

Blessed is he, who purifies his prayers for God, and does not make his heart too"
mach entangled with his eyes; such a person will not forget God in any context, and

[does not get sad for other people's assets".[442

Then Imam Ali (s) shows the reasons of the philosophy of sincerity in the following
manner: since every asset and deprivation is in the hands of God, it will be nonsense
for man to ask or pray anybody else or to worship anybody else or assume any

[partner for God.[443

:Asking God for an abundant amount of goodness . 2

Estekhara" means to ask for good or to weigh the importance of an option and to"
[select the best one.[444] It also means to ask God to give him the best.[445

But in the language of Sharia (or religion) it means to ask God for the best. We read in
"the prayer Number 33 of Sahife Sajjadieh

اضـَِّرلا یلِا  هًعَیرِذَ  کَِلذَ  لعَجْاوَ  رِایَِتخلاِا ، هَفَرِْعمَ  انَمهِلاَوَ  هِرَیخَلاِب  یِل  ضِْقاوَ  هِِلآوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  یلع  ِّلصـَفَ  کَمـِلعِِب  كَرُیخِتَـساَ  یِّنِا  َّمهُلَّلا  "

" نَیصِِلخْمُلا نِیقِیَِب  اَندِّیاَوَ  بِایِترْلاِا  بَیرَ  اَّنعَ  حزِأفَ  تَمْکَحَ  اَّمِم  مَیِلسْتَلاوَ  انََل  تَیضَقَ  امَِب 

O God! I believe in your knowledge and I ask you for good. Send your praise to"
Mohammad and his Household. Let your good make us
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be happy with what you have given us and bend our heads for what you have done
for us. Make us forget worries and doubts and put us beside sincere ones and help

[us".[446

:And in Zurara's tradition narrated from Imam Baqir (s) we read

ءِاعـَِبرلاَاوَ ءَاَـثلاثَلا  مصـُفَ  کَِـلذَ  تَدرَاَ  اذَِا  لَاقـَفَ : لُوُـقاَ ؟ فَـیکَ  هَرَاخَِتـسلاِا  تُدرَاَوَ  اًرْماَ  تُدْرَاَ  اذَِا  ملاـسلا : هـیلع  رٍفَْعجَ  یِبـَلا  تُْـلُق  "

مُِلاعَ کََّناِـب  کَُـلأساَ  یِّنِا  َّمهُلَّلا  : ) ءِامـََّسلا یلِا  رظُنتَ  تَناَوَ  لُـق  َّمُث  دَّهشـَتَفَ  نِیتَعَکرَ ، فٍیظَِن  نٍاـکمَ  یف  هَعَمُجُلا  مَویَ  ِّلصـَ  َّمُث  سَیمِخَلاوَ 
یِل حتَفاوَ  هِیِف ، یِل  كرِاَبوَ  یِل  هُرِّسیَفَ  کَمُلعِ  هِِب  طَاحاَ  امَیِف  اًریخَ  رُْملاَا  اذهَ  نَاکَ  نِا  بِیغَلا ، مُِلاعَ  تَْناَ  میحَِّرلا  نُمَحَّْرلا  هِدَاهََّشلاوَ  بِیغَلا 

یضِْقاَ لاوَ  یضِقتَوَ  رُدِقاَ ، لاوَ  رُدِقتَوَ  مُلَعاَ ، لاوَ  مُلَعتَ  کََّناِفَ  مُلَعتَ  امَِب  یّنعَ  فرِـصافَ  کَمُلعِ  هِِب  طَاحاَ  امَیِف  اًرّشـَ  یِل  کَِلذَ  نَاکَ  نِاوَ  هِِب ،
". هرّم هئم  اهلوقت  بِویغُلا ،) مُلاّعَ  تَناوَ 

Zurara says: “I said to Imam Baqir (s): If I decided to do something and want to
Estakhare, what should I do? He said: go on fast on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday and on Friday find a clean place and pray two rak'ah (a section or unit of
salat); then look at the sky, saying: O God, since you are knower to the unknown and
the known, and because you are beneficent and merciful, I ask you to make this work
good; if you think it could be good, open it up to me; and if it is bad, stop me from

doing it. It is because you know, but I don't, you are able and I am not; you
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order but I can't; you are the knower of the Unknown. You repeat this a hundred
[times".[447

Of course, there are other kinds of Estekhara: Estekhara with the Qur’an, with writing
on a piece of paper, and Estekhara with resorts. It is written in the books on Prayers
and traditions that a person resorts to Estekhara when he is caught between two
seemingly good options. But he is Unable to adopt one option. He does not know
whether it is good or evil. When he starts to carry out Estekhara, his doubts are

[eliminated and he will have faith in the option he selects.[448

Which one is better? Your worthless idols or the one Who fulfills your needs when you
are left with nothing except depression?"[449] And God will help him if He thinks it

.proper

They tell us to pray (use supplication: du'a) abundantly, because when we knock on a
door, there is hope that it will open;[450] However, this work should be continuous,

[depending on the intention of the performer of the supplication.[451

…Try to comprehend my will thoroughly . 22

Try to comprehend my will thoroughly ; Do not discard it because the best speech is
( عفن ام  لوقلا  ریخ  نّاف  احفص  کنع  نّبهذت  لاو  یتّیصو  مهّفت  و   ) the one which bears fruit

Sometimes the act of working out a will is ceremonial; in such cases it does not make
any difference whether the person for whom a will is drawn will understand it or not.
At other times, working out a will is a responsibility. The writer wishes to train the

person; if
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he does not do this action properly, the writer will be responsible. In such a case, the
writer is concerned with the comprehension of the person. Imam Ali (s) is one of those
who is concerned. Thus, he orders his son to understand it and will not bypass it. It is
because this will contains a sea of knowledge, ethics, and educational principles. Not
taking it seriously clashes with the writer's intention that has had the intention of
making this will applicable and practical. Such negligence on the part of the reader is
not in coming with the writer's intentions. Therefore, Imam Ali (s) emphasizes that his

". son should take this will seriously

!Be aware . 23

When there is no profit in a science, it lacks any good; and a science which is not
.worthwhile learning, is not profitable

(( هملعت قحی  ملعب لا  عفنی  لاو  عفنیلا  ملع  یف  ریخ  هّنا لا  ملعا  و 

As we know, the Islamic commandments and its allowable and prohibited actions all
depend on the profit and loss which these concepts have for the individual and the
community as a whole. Thus, the acquisition of any science, too, is not an exception to
this general rule. That science which deserves to be studied is the one which is
profitable. If it dose not bear any profit, learning it is nonsense, and if it hurts, it should

.be abandoned

On the basis of this concept, in Islam the acquisition of some sciences is compulsory
and worthwhile, such as jurisprudence, Hadith, ethics, and Islamic knowledge. Some

other sciences are
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forbidden. Such as witchcraft, or any science which in one way or another hurts the
welfare of the community. For this reason, Imam Ali (s) in this part of his discourse
says, "If a science is not profitable, it will not contain any good," The Prophet (s) has
said in this regard, "O God! I resort to you for not learning any science which is not

[profitable".[452

Sheikh Ansary, at the beginning of his book called "Makaseb" records Tohafol Oqul's
famous tradition from Imam Sadiq (s) who talks on legal and illegal science as the

:following

Any kind of handicraft that the believers could learn or teach are lawful and practical“
such as writing, accounting, trade, goldsmith's trade, saddle-making, building,
weaving, laundering, tailoring, face-sculpture, except the sculpture of the clergy, and
making the tools which people need and take benefit out of and their life is dependent
on them. God has forbidden those industries the results of which are unlawful, such as
making musical instruments (Tar and pipes), making chess, making of the cross and
idol making, brewing alcoholic beverages, which lead to corruption. The teaching and

[learning of these affairs are forbidden”.[453

4

یِلجَاَ یِب  لجَعیَ  ناَ  لَبقَ  اهَنِم  لاًاصَخِ  تُدرَواَوَ  کَیَلِا ، یِتیصـِوَِب  تُردَاَب  اًنهْوَ ، دُادَزاَ  یِنتَیأرَوَ  اًّنسـِِ ، تُغلََب  دـق  ینتَیأَرَ  اَّمَل  یِّنِا  ینَُب  ياَ  "

نِتَِف واَ  يوهَلا  تِابَلَغَ  ضُعَب  کَیَلِا  یِنقَِبـسیَ  واَ  یمِسـْجِ  یِف  تُصْقََن  امَکَ  ییأرَ  یف  صَقُناَ  ناَ  واَ  یسـِْفَن  یِف  امـَِب  کَـیَلِا  یضـِفُا  ناَ  نَودُ 
لَبقَ بِدَلاَاِب  کَُتردَابَفَ  هُتلَِبقَ  ئٍشَ  نِم  اهَیِف  یَقِلُا  امَ  هِیَِلاخَلا : ضِرْلااکَ  ثِدَحَلا  بُلقَ  امَّنِاوَ  رِوفُُّنلا ، بِْعصَلاکَ  نَوکُتَفَ  اینُّدلا 
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هََنؤُمَ تَْیفِکُ  دْقـَ  نَوکُتَفَ  هتََبرِجْتَوَ ، هُتَیَغُب  بِرِاجَتَلا  لُهاَ  كَافَکَ  دقـَ  امَ  رِملاَا  نَِم  کَیأرَ  ِّدجـَِب  لَِبْقتَـستَِل  کَُّبُل ، لَغِتَـشیَوَ  کَُبلقَ  وَسُقیَ  ناَ 
" هُْنِم انَیلَعَ  مَلَظْاَ  امَبرُ  امَ  کََل  نَابَتَساوَ  هِیِتأَن  اّنکُ  دقَ  امَ  کَِلذَ  نِم  كَاتَافَ  هَِبرِجْتَلا  جِلاعِ  نِم  تَیِفوعُوَ  بِلََّطلا 

My son! When I saw that because of old age I was growing feeble, I started to“
prepare this will of mine for you. It contains some useful traits. I did this in time for
fear that my end might reach me at any moment. I did not want to pass away without
having told you what I felt inside, or let my thoughts grow weak as my body did.
Neither did I wish, Prior to my drafting this will, some whims and desires defeat you
entirely or for you to be carried away by deceitful scenes of this world. Nor did I want
you to become like a wild camel, the taming of which becomes, at times, impossible.
This is because a young heart is like a piece of land which will accept any kind of seeds

.which are planted into it

Thus, before your heart hardens and before your thought are drawn away towards
other affairs, I got involved in writing this will. I wanted you to follow decidedly those
tasks which the scholars and expert people have gone through with a lot of hardships
and made the task easy for you. Thus, what we have benefited from their experience

will be of use to you, as well. Perhaps you will disclose what remained secret
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”. for us

:There are some significant points in the above text which deserve our scrutiny

Imam Ali's Haste in writing this will . 1

:Imam Ali (s) is in a hurry to write the will for the following reasons

First, he is becoming old, above 60, the age in which both brain and brawn deteriorate.
At times, the spirit becomes feeble, not being able to carry out important tasks. Imam

.Ali (s) here is worried about his powers to handle this grave task

Second, one usually at this age is vulnerable and is ready to go, as Imam Sadiq (s)
:says

" یتَومَلا یِف  کَسَْفَن  بسِحْافَ  هًنَسَ  نَیِّتسِ  تَغلََب  اذِا  "

[When you reach sixty, consider yourself as dead"[454"

:And the Prophet (s) has said, regarding this

" ایَانمَلا كُرتَعُم  نیعِبَّسلا  یلِا  نَیِتسّلا  نَیَب  امَ  "

[Death usually comes to people between sixty and seventy".[455"

.Thus, Imam Ali (s) is in a hurry because he is worried about his approaching death

Third, he is in a hurry because he thinks if it becomes late, whims and wishes and the
deceitful manifestations of life might draw his son away from the path of piety and

[perfection and will destroy his improvement capability like an untamable palfrey.[456

Fourth, he is in a hurry because he wants his son be ready to anticipate events as they
.develop and make use of other's experiences and not to fail to decide on the spot

The Best Time For Education . 2

As we have experienced, children are more capable to get educated than adults. They
:would keep what they are being exposed to at this early age. It is said

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 252 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The acquisition"
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of knowledge at childhood is like engraving in the stone; but the acquisition of
knowledge at adulthood is like drawing lines on the surface of water".[457] And it is

:also said

A child is like loose clay; he will take shape however you handle it".[458] But if a"
person advances in age, his personality and identity take form through sciences and

.ethics, and he develops habits, then he is difficult to change

:Concerning this, the Persian poet Sa'di says

,A person who does not get educated while young

;Improvement is taken away from him at the old age

.You may turn a piece of wet wood, but

.You could not make it straight except with fire

Imam Ali (s) recognizes the childhood as the best time for education. For this reason
he does not consider it feasible to let this period pass in his child's life without
necessary changes he wants to create in his life. He believes: the heart of the child is
like a piece of land which is capable to grow any seed. It is at this stage of life which

.the child should be exposed to the seeds of education

The Use of Other People's Experiences . 3

There are many pieces of knowledge which are gained through experience and trial,
either through personal, experiencing or by the experiences of others, but neither

.through perception nor scientific analysis

When the child draws his hand for the first time towards the fire and perceives the
feeling of burning, he experiences it for the first time. He learns in this way not to

come

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 254 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.very close to fire

When the child observes that his playmate crosses the street without attention and
gets involved in an accident and loses his hands and feet as the result and even he

.might die, this experience teaches him to be cautious in crossing the street

When the youth sees that, through his trials, he can pass the entrance exam to the
university, this success makes him bolder. On the other hand, when he sees a youth,
through his communication with addicts, may not continue his education and even
gets into prison, he will earn a lot of experience and will distinguish bad from good.
Imam Ali (s) says that the value for the correctness of people's ideas and affairs is
determined by the amount of their experiences.[459] In another place Imam Ali (s)
says that a person who does not learn from experiencing is unpreachable.[460] In the
last case, for Imam Ali (s) wisdom is to collect experiences and take lessons from
them.[461] In another place, Imam Ali (s) emphasizes: Reason for the events not yet
occurred on the basis on what has already occurred. This is because the world affairs

.are similar to one another

[462 " ] هٌابَشاَ رَوملاُا  َّناِفَ  نَاکَ  دقَ  امَِب  نکُیَ  مَل  امَ  یلع  َّلدَتَسِا  "

.Imam Ali (s) elsewhere teaches us: A believer is not bitten twice from a hole

[463 " ] نِیتََّرمَ رٍحْجُ  نِم  نُِمؤمُلا  غُدَْلُی  وا لا  عُسَْلُی  "لا 

[464  ] براجتلا دیفت  مایلاا   Days of our lives teach us experiences

And experience teaches man ethics and how to select the right path and how to take
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[lessons. A raw man is a gullible.[465

5

تُدْعُ یّتحَ  مهِرِاَثآ  یِف  تُرْسـِوَ  مهِرِابَخاَ  یِف  تُرَّکفَوَ  مهِِِلامَعاَ  یِف  تُرظََن  دقـَفَ  یِلْبقَ  نَاکَ  نمَ  رَمْعُ  تُرَّمعَ  نکُاَ  مَل  نِاوَ  یِّنِا  ینَُب  ياَ  "

هِرِرَضـَ نِم  هِعِْفنوَ  هِرِدَکـَ  نِم  کَِلذَ  وَفصـَ  تُفرَعَفَ  مهِرِخِآ  یلِا  مهِِلَّوا  عَمَ  تُرَّمعَ  دقـَ  مهِرِوُمُا  نِم  َّیلِا  یهتَنا  امَِب  یِّناکـَ  لَـب  مهِدِحـَاکَ 
یِنعیَ امَ  كَرِْماَ  نِم  یِنانعَ  ثُیحَ  تُیأرَوَ  هَُلوهُجْمَ  کَْنعَ  تُفرَصَوَ  هُلَیمِجَ ، کَُل  تُیَّخوَتَوَ  هُلَیِلجَ )  ) هُلَیخَِن رٍماَ  ِّلکُ  نِم  کََل  تُصلَخْتَسـْافَ 

كَأَدِتَباَ ناَوَ  هٍیَِفاصَ  سٍْفَنوَ  هٍمَیِلسـَ  هٍَّیِن  وذُ  رِهَّْدلا  لُِبتَْقُموَ  رِمعُلا  لُِبْقُم  تَناوَ  کَِلذَ  نَوکُیَ  ناَ  کَِبدَاَ  نِم  هِیلَعَ  تُعمَجاوَ  قَیفِشـَلا  دَِـلاوَلا 
امَ کَیلَعَ  سَِبتَْلیَ  ناَ  تُقفَشْاَ  َّمُث  هِرِْیغَ  یلِا  کَِب  کَِلذَ  زَوِاجَُا  لاوَ  هُمَارحَوَ  هَُللاحَوَ  هُمَاکَحْاوَ  مِلاسـْلاِا  عَِئارشـَوَ  هِِلیوِأتَوَ  هللا  بِاتَکِ  مِیِلْعتَِب 
نِم َّیلِا  ُّبحَاَ  هَُل  کَهِیِبْنتَ  نِم  تُهْرِکَ  امَ  یلعَ  کَِلذَ  مُاکـَحِا  نَاکـَفَ  مهِیلَعَ  سَبَتَلِا  يذَِّلا  لُْـثِم  مهِِئارآوَ  مهِِئاوهاَ  نِم  هِیِف  سُاّـنلا  فَلَتَخاَ 

یِتَّیصـِوَ کَیَلِا  تُدْهـَعَفَ  كَدِـصقَِل  کَیَدِـهیَ  ناَوَ  كَدِشـْرُِل  هِیِف  هللا  کَقَِّفوُی  ناَ  تُوجَرَوَ  هَکَلَهَلا  هِِب  کَیلَعَ  نُمَآ  رٍماَ لا  یلِا  کَِملاسـِْا 
" هِذِهَ

My son! Although I am not as old as my predecessors, I have delved into their actions“
and contemplated into the details of their work till I have paralleled them so much so
that it seems as if I had always been with them throughout their lives. Therefore, I
can separate and distinguish their bad from their good, their profitable acts from their
pernicious actions. From among their acts I have adopted for you the best valuable
and beautiful ones and kept from you the hazardous ones. Since I am concerned, like

a kind father, with your education, I
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decided to do this feat while you are young, when you possess a clear and clean spirit.
I decided first to teach you God's Book and its interpretation, the Islamic methods and
commandments, and the permissible and prohibited affairs. Then I feared you might
perform those actions which others have got into the habit of doing out of their whims
and wishes. Although I did not wish to interfere too much in your actions, I decided to
explain the issues in the present (artick) rather than to put you on your own feet and
leave you at the mercy of those actions against which we are not immune. I hope you
will succeed and I wish God may help you in your growth and will guide you towards

”. your objectives. Now I will send to you this will of mine

Description5

mentioning the History of the past Nations . 1

:There are several worthy points in this letter of Imam Ali

As we have often noticed before in the same way that the creation is rule-governed
and is based on a series of causes and effects, and not a single action occurs without
these cause-effect factors, the fate of nations and human communities depend on a
series of cause and effect factors. No nation becomes prosperous or miserable,
progressive or backward, strong or weak, steady or destroyed without valid reasons.

.There are factors which influence them greatly

Therefore, a survey of the history of the past nations and the factors which
contributed to their prosperity or misery may help us find our way in a troubled world
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in which we are now. This is because the same factors which were at work shaping
.the life of the people in the past are still active

It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) in his letter to Harith al-Hamdani emphasizes
:that

" اًضعَب هُِبشُْی  اهضَعَب  َّناِفَ  اهَنِم  یَقَِب  امَِل  اینُّدلا  نَِم  یضَمَ  امَِب  رِبِتعاوِ  "

Learn lessons from the past events because events will similarly occur once again""
[[466

It is exactly for this reason that one third of the Qur’an consists of the story and
history of the past nations and according to the Qur’an, this survey of the past will
help everybody since "in their histories there is certainly a lesson for men of
understanding" [Qur’an 12:111]; Then in the Holy Qur’an Allah orders the Prophet (s)

[. "therefore relate the narrative that they may reflect." [Qur’an 7:176

In his Qassi’a sermon, where he talks on the issues of the prosperity and misery of
nations and Moslems and the factors responsible for them, Imam Ali (s) talks about
the similarity among the fates of the nations and the identical factors of their
successes and failures, Saying: "Avoid facing the punishments which were inflicted
.upon the past nations. Remember their attitudes in hardships. Try not to be like them

After comparing their behaviors when they were prosperous and at the time of their
misery and depression, then adopt those actions of theirs which brought about their
prosperity and providence, which made their foes flee from them, which put assets at

their disposal, which made strong their social bonds, which made them
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avoid discord and disunity, which made their harmony feasible, and which enticed
them to shun those actions which weaken their power, I.e., deceptive action and

.jealousy

Think about the biographies of the believers of the past, how they were tested by"
?God. Did they not have to face a lot of hardships

But when God, the Almighty, observed their perseverance and patience in the face of"
obstacles, He changed their misery into prosperity, and their fright into security. God
made them governors, statesmen and leaders. They received so much magnanimity

.from God they could not even conceive feasible

Observe how they were moderate, their hands were in the service of one another,"
their swords helped each other, their eyes were piercing, and their intentions and

?" aims were united. Did they not become leaders of the entire earth

Then observe the end of their lives. When they became disunited their unity changed
into disparity, and there were disagreement among them; they divided, and started
to quarrel. At this time, God changed their strength into weakness and deprived them
of their assets. What remained of them is their sad stories for you today to behold and

". for you to take your lessons

:Then Imam Ali (s) adds

" لِاثَملاَا هَابَِتشا  بَرَقاوَ  لِاوَحلاَا  لَادَِتعا  َّدشَاَ  امفَ  "

[You see how nations are similar in their states and traits."[467"

This very principle of similarity in states and traits among nations, which depicts their
fates, is of crucial significance for Imam Ali (s) in his article. That is why he emphasizes

a survey of the lives of people in the
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.past

Every Father Should try educating his child . 2

Among the factors which build up man's personality are the family environment, and
the parental guidance. The latter factor is of crucial importance in child's life,

.especially in his life manners and etiquette

Since in Islam "adab" or "good manners" are used to evaluate one's amount of
education and are recognized as the best indicator of one's personality, therefore,

.training one's children in this aspect is given great gravity in Islam

:In his treatise on law, Imam Zeinol Aabedin (s) says concerning this issue

بِدَلاَا نِسحُ  نِم  هِِب  هتَیَّلوَ  اَّمعَ  لٌوؤسمَ  کََّناوَ  هِِّرشـَوَ  هِرِیخَِب  اینُّدـلا  لِجِاعَ  یف  کَیَلِا  فٌاضُمو  کَنِم  هَُّنا  مَلَعتَ  ناَـف  كَدَِِـلوَ  ُّقحَ  اـمّاوَ  "

هِءَاسلاِا یلع  بٌقَاعُم  هِیَلِا ، نِاسَحلاِا  یلع  بٌاثُم  هَُّناَ  ملَعیَ  نمَ  لَمَعَ  هِرِماَ  یف  لمَعافَ  هِِتعَاطَ  یلع  هَُل  هََنوعُمَلاوَ  َّلجَو  َّزعَ  هِّبرَ  یلعَ  هَِللادَـلاوَ 
" هِیَلِا

It is your child's right on you to know that he is part of you and depends on you on his“
good or bad in life. You should know that in his training and educating you are
responsible. You have to guide him towards the path of God, the Almighty, and help
him how to serve Him. You should be aware that you are held responsible for your

[child's education. If he does wrong things you are to be punished as well"[468

In accordance with our religion leaders, other children's rights are: selecting good
names for them, reading Qur’an, swimming, shooting, providing them with jobs and

[spouses, feeding them rightfully and housing them appropriately.[469

As we have seen before at the adulthood, like at the time of childhood, man's spirit
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is malleable. Whatever changes the child is exposed to is eternal. Regarding this,
:Imam Musa Ibn Ja'afar al-Kadhim (s) has said

" ءامَلا هِجْوَ  یلع  بِاتکِلا  هَِلزِنمَِب  نَاکَ  رٌیِبکَ  وَهُوَ  مََّلعَتَ  نمَوَ  رِجَحَلا  یف  مِسَّرلا  هَِلزِنمَِب  نَاکَ  هِِِبابشَ  یف  مََّلعتَ  نمَ  "

Anybody who has acquired anything at his youth it is like engraving in the stone. But"
[if he learned anything at old age, it is like writing on the surface of wafer".[470

The War Among 72 Nations . 3

In the book "The reasons behind the rise of Islam and the fall of the Moslems," one of
the reasons for this fall is said to be sectarianism. Two other factors are responsible

:for these differences, however

:a) The lack of the recognition of the truth. Hafiz, the Persian poet, says in this regard

.The quarrel among the seventy–two nations is not valid

.For, not seeing the truth, they resorted to fantasy

.b) Selfishness and self-conceit

We have already said if we wish to get rid of the sectarian differences among people,
we should use reasoning in the light of the Book and the Prophet's kinfolks, and avoid

.being indoctrinated by poisoning ideas of some

We should also avoid being carried away by selfishness and self-conceit in the
.recognition of facts and truth in different sects

Imam Ali (s) in his letter asks his child not to be carried away by these two factors:
.selfishness and self-conceit

?Why is imam ali unwilling to teach any book on religion but the qur’an and the sharia.4

As we saw before, Imam Ali (s), as a kind father, decided to teach his son, Imam
Hassan (s), the Qur’an and the sacred "Sharia", which are the sources of all human
knowledge. He was decided not to teach him anything else. But he, practically, saw
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that people, due to their selfishness, started having different sects. Thus, he decided,
along with Qur’an and Sharia, to teach other issues to his son, as well: topics such as:
monotheism, Prophethood, resurrection philosophy, history, education, ethical points,

.the recognition of the factors of corruption… and the like

But Imam Ali (s) is innately dissatisfied to enter into this game
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because entering this scene does not have any profit whatsoever. This is because the
book of God's and its interpretation is the essence of all knowledge and sciences and
will make it needless for people to study other things. But consider the condition of
Islam in those dark days when people separated themselves from the Prophet's
kinfolks. This separation from the guidance of the Prophet's kinfolks caused people to
have different understandings of the facts and truth. In this way, different sects came
into being. Under such conditions, Imam saw it feasible to start giving Imam Hassan

.(s) new insights about religion

Furthermore, this section of Imam Ali's letter neither involves unwillingness towards
religious discussions, nor, does it indicate, as some have erroneously assumed, that
the Qur’anic Sciences and religion Commandments are of lower importance. Each one

[of these has its special value.[471

6

هِیلَعَ یضـَمَ  امَِب  ذَخـْلاَاوَ  کَـیلَعَ ، هللا  هُضَرَفَ  امـَ  یلع  راصـَِتقلاِاوَ  هللا  يوَقتَ  یِتَّیصـِوَ  نِم  َّیلِا  هِِب  ذٌخـِآ  تَْنا  امـَ  َّبحاَ  َّناَ  َّینَُب  ایـَ  ملَعاوَ  "

َّمُث رٌِّکفَُم  تَناَ  امَکَ  اورَُّکفَوَ  رٌظِاَن ، تَناَ  امَکَ  مهِسـِِفُنلاَ  اورظََن  ناَ  اوعُدَیـَ  مَل  مهَُّناِفـَ  کَِـتیَب ، لِـهاَ  نِم  نَوحُِلاصـَلاوَ  کَِـئاَبآ  نِم  نَوُلوّـَلاا 
نکُیَلفَ اومُِلعَ ، امَکَ  مَلَعتَ  ناَ  نَودُ  کَِلذَ  لَبَقتَ  ناَ  کَسُفَن  تَبأ  ناِفَ  اوفَُّلکَُی ، مَلاَّمعَ  كِاسَملاِاوَ  اوُفرَعَ ، امَِب  ذِخْلاَا  یلِا  کَِلذ  رُخِآ  مهَُّدرَ 

هِیَلِا هَبَغَّْرلاوَ  کَهَِلاِب ، هََناعَِتسْلاِاِب  کَِلذَ  یِف  كَرِظََن  لَْبقَ  أدََباوَ  تِامَوصُخُلا ، ِّوُلعُ )  ) قِلَعُو تِاهُبُّشلا  طرّوتَِب  مٍُّلعتَوَ لا  مٍُّهفَتَِب  کَِلذَ  کَُبلَطَ 
عَمَتَجْافَ کَُیأرَ  َّمتَوَ  عَشَخَفَ  کَُبلقَ  افصَ  دْقَ  ناَ  تَْنقَیاَ  اذَاِفَ  هٍَللاضَ  یلِا  کَتمَلَـساَ  واَ  هٍهَْبشـُ  یِف  کَْتجََلواَ  هٍبَِئاشَ  ِّلکُ  كِرْتَوَ  کَقِیِفوتَ  یِف 

اًمّهَ کَِلذَ  یِف  کَُّمهَ  نَاکَوَ 
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ءَاوَشْعَلا طُِبخُْت  امََّنِا  کََّناَ  ملَعْافَ  كَرِکِْفوَ  كَرِظََن  غِارفَوَ  کَسِْفَن  نِم  ُّبحُِت  امَ  کََل  عمِتَجْیَ  مَل  تَناَ  نِاوَ  کََل ، تُرَّسفَ  امَیِف  رظُْنافَ  اًدحِاوَ ،
" لُثَْماَ کَِلذَ  نْعَ  كُاسَْملاِاوَ  طَلَخَ  وْاَ  طَبَخَ  نْمَ  نِیِّدلا  بُِلاطَ  سَیَلوَ  ءَامَلَّظلا  طَُّروَتَتَوَ 

My son! Be aware: from my will what I want you to use most is God's piety, and to“
carry out what God has asked you to, and to follow the path which your fathers and
the pious have gone through. As you now think on what you want to do, they too
thought on what they did. Their ways of life led them through this path. They

.understood to use what, according to them, was proper and leave what was not so

Thus, if your spirit is not ready to accept anything without right information, you
should try to better understand what is around you and not get involved in the gulf of
prediction nor in the abyss of doubts and skepticisms. Therefore, before getting
involved in anything hazardous, you should ask your God for help and leave aside

.anything which drags you into the chasm of dubiety

Then when you become certain that your heart has been purified, and are humble in
.front of God, and you have full concentration, look at what I have told you

And if you do not get what you like to have, and if you are not at ease with yourself,
there might be something wrong wither your approach; in such cases you will be

walking in the dark. Anybody who is doubtful is not interested
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”. in religion. Do not follow the ways that these people have gone through

Description6

Description6

In this section of the letter, Imam Ali (s) refers to the new principles of education
which includes the approaches of acquiring knowledge and the implementation of the
pious old generations and the avoidance of blind imitations and full comprehension of
the conditions of the time and finally the avoidance of getting involved in dubious

.cases of thought

The Approaches of the Acquisition of Knowledge

As we know, man's knowledge, compared with his unknowns, is like a drop of water in
front of the sea. If man wants to capture this drop of knowledge, he has to select the
proper method of approach so as not to get drowned in the immense see of the

.unknowns

:In his letter, Imam Ali (s) provides us with three such approaches

Inspiration . 1

As God is the Creator of the existence, and is aware of every details, definitely His
book of religion is based on the facts of His book of creation. No deceit or lies appear
there. Thus, a resort to God's Book and to the Prophet's tradition, which is identical
with divine inspiration, can help us find our right path[472] and block our deviations. For
this reason, Imam (s) has emphasized: "The most beloved part of my will is for you to

". observe Divine piety and to be content with what you are supposed to do

As we know, one of man's most important ways for the progress of knowledge and
culture and man's civilization, has been following the guides offered by the prophets

and the imams (s). We have dealt with this in the book called
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." The History of the Islamic culture and civilization"

The Ways of the pious Ancestors . 2

It is a fact that the older generations of a community, especially if they have had the
guidance of Divine Prophets, through experience and inspiration, have amassed huge
reservoirs of knowledge, which could be a valuable treasure for the next generations.
Thus, reliance of this worthy treasure could help us attain the right knowledge. That is

.why in this letter, Imam Ali (s) orders his son to follow what his ancestors have done

Since we know that the Prophet and the imams are descended from sacred origins
and are not inflicted with dirts of blasphemy and have always followed the right
religion,[473] therefore, their ways are prosper–offering and their knowledge is based

.on rights and facts

Is by "his ancestors" meant the Prophet (s), Abu Talib, Abdol Motalleb, Hashim…? And
[is by his descent household meant Hamza, Ja’afar, Abbas, etc?[474

Of course, this adoption of the pious ancestors does not clash with scolding blind
imitation, which we will study later. This kind of adoption is reference of an ignorant to
a knower scholar. This is because these pious scholars are decent people and will not
misguide us. Secondly, as it is in the text of the letter they use their thoughts in their

.daily affairs and do not get into topics they do not know anything about

Logics and reasoning . 3

The third way to get to the truth and sciences is through reasoning and logics. The
:Holy Qur’an says regarding this

هِِب کََل  سَْیَل  امَ  فُْقتَ  اَلوَ  "
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 " اًلوُئسْمَ هُْنعَ  نَاکَ  کَِئَلوْأُ  ُّلکُ  دَاؤَفُْلاوَ  رَصَبَْلاوَ  عَمَّْسلا  َّنإِ  مٌْلعِ 

And follow not that of which you have not the knowledge; surely the hearing and the"
[sight and the heart, all of these, shall be questioned about that" [Qur’an 17:36

Contrary to other religions which contend that in the matters of belief and practice,
the worship itself is enough, Islam is of the opinion that each idea or practice is

.acceptable only if it is based on logic

" نَیِقدِاصَ مُْتنکُ  نْإِ  مْکَُناهَرُْب  اوُتاهَ  لُْق  مْهُُّیِنامَأَ  کَْلِت  يرَاصََن  وْأَ  ادًوهُ  نَاکَ  نْمَ  اَّلإِ  هََّنجَْلا  لَخُدْیَ  نَْل  اوُلاقَوَ  "

And they say: None shall enter the garden (of paradise) except he who is a Jew or a"
Christian. These are their vain desires. Say: Bring your proof if you are truthful."

[[Qur’an 2:111

On the basis of this, Imam Ali (s) mentions: if you do not wish to use the first and
second approach, and if you want to use the third way, you should use good

.understanding and reasoning, not baseless assumptions

 ..." مُّلعتَوَ مٍُّهفَتَِب  کَِلذَ  کَُبلطَ  نکُیَلفَ  اومُِلعَ  امَکَ  مَلَعتَ  ناَ  نَودُ  کَِلذَ  لَبَقتَ  ناَ  کَسُفَن  تَباَ  ناِف  "

:The conditions for the use of this third method include the following

.a) Asking God for assistance

b) The intention should be the clarification of the truth, and not quarrel or the defeat
.of the foe

c) Drawing away the prejudice of defending one specific religion, the intention being
only the clarification of the truth, or else it would be of the other type, which leads to

.misleading

d( Driving away those factors which makes man doubtful, such
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.as: macro mania, fame-mongering, too much interest in one’s possessions

e) Having a pure heart, away from any kind of doubt and depression (such as hunger,
too much eating, aggressive lust, anger…) or else he would be like an unfettered

.camel that walks in the dark; he would not be immune of falling

The Hazards of the Blind Imitation and Selection With No Reason

Although Islam agrees with logical imitation, i.e., the reference of the ignorant to the
scholar, on which the order of society relies, such as one’s reference to physicians,
engineers, tailors, carpenters, and jurisprudents knowledgeable in the science of
religion. It however, will not agree with blind imitation, i.e., the reference of the
ignorant person to another ignorant one. Islam completely rejects this kind of
imitation. Because this act does not, firstly, lead to the right way; and secondly, it
exemplifies the axiom which says: a blind person leads the way to another blind
person. In Islam, this kind of imitation is rejected. Moulawi, the Persian poet says: May
two hundred curses be leveled at this kind of imitation. The Holy Qur’an, regarding

:this issue, says

" نَودُتَهْیَ اَلوَ  ائًْیشَ  نَوُلقِْعیَ  اَل  مْهُؤُاَبآ  نَاکَ  وَْلوَأَ  اَنءَاَبآ  هِْیلَعَ  انَْیفَْلأَ  امَ  عُِبَّتَن  لَْب  اوُلاقَ  هَُّللا  لَزَنأَ  امَ  اوعُِبَّتا  مْهَُل  لَیِق  اذَإِوَ  "

And when it is said to them, follow what Allah has revealed, they say: Nay! We follow"
what we found our fathers upon. What! And though their fathers had no sense at all,
nor did they follow the right way."[475] The Prophet of Islam struggled against all

unfavorable habits and unfounded imitations which had fastened man's feet and
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.hands like chains. He tried to break these shackles, freeing man

 " مْهِْیلَعَ تَْناکَ  یِتَّلا  لَالَغْأَْلاوَ  مْهُرَصْإِ  مْهُْنعَ  عُضَیَوَ  "

And removes from them their burden and the shackles which were upon them"[476]"
:The Prophet (s), elsewhere, has also said

" یِمدَقَ تَحتَ  هِیَِلهِاجَلا  یِف  هٍرَِثأمَ  ُّلکُ  "

I will trample all the superstitious ideas and remnants of the pre-Islamic pagans.""
[[477

Thus, anybody who wishes to find out the truth about religion, should find the right
methods or at least refrain from accepting the wrong ways. He should not resort to
the blind imitation which is by itself a factor for being misled. He should not carry on

.with his doubts, either

7

وَهُ یِلتَْبمُلا  َّناَوَ  دُـیعِمُلا  وَهُ  یِنْغمُلا  َّناَوَ  تُیمِمُلا  وَهُ  قَِلاخَلا  َّناَوَ  هِایـَحَلا  کُِـلامَ  وَهُ  تِومَلا  کَِـلامَ  َّناَ  ملَعاوَ  یِتیَصـِوَ  َّینَُب  ایـَ  مَّهفَتَفَ  "

ناِفَ مُلَعتَ  اَّمِم لا  ءَاشَ  امَ  واَ  دِاعَمَلا  یف  ءِازَجَلاوَ  ءِلاِتْبلاِاوَ  ءِامـَْعنَلا  نَِم  هِیلَعَ  هللا  اـهلَعَجَ  امـَ  یلع  ـّلاِا  َّرقِتَـستَِل  نکُتَ  مَل  ایَنُّدـلا  َّناَوَ  یِفاعـَمُلا 
رِْملاَا نَِم  لُهَجْتَ  امَ  رَثَکا  امَوَ  تَمِلعَ  َّمُث  لاًهِاجَ  تَقِلخُ  تَقِلخُ  امَ  لَُّواَ  کََّناِفَ  هِِب  کَِتَلاهَجَ  یلع  هُلمِحْافَ  کَِلذَ  نِم  ئٌیشـَ  کَـیلَعَ  لَکَشـْاَ 

هِیَلِاوَ كَدُُّبعَتَ  هَُل  نکُیَِلوَ  كَاوّسَوَ  کَقَزَرَوَ  کَقَلَخَ  يذَِّلاِـب  مصِتَعْافـَ  کَِـلذَ  دَـعَب  هُرَصـِْبُت  َّمُث  كَرُصـََب  هِیِف  َّلضـِیَوَ  کَُـیأرَ  هِیِف  رَُّیحَتَیَوَ 
" کَُتقَفَشَ هُْنِموَ  کَُتبَغْرَ 

Try to understand fully. Know that the death causer is the same as the life-giver, that “
the creator is the same as the death-causer, that eternal-maker is the same power
who gives life again and that the trouble-maker is the same as trouble-reliever; Know

that this world is not eternal and God has arranged for it to be replete with
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.disasters and punishments

Thus, if you are faced with complexities and could not find the right solution, know
that you are still ignorant. This is because first you were born ignorant, then you
turned into a knowing person. There are many things you would not comprehend at
fist because of your meager insight, but little by little you would understand that.
Thus, resort to the creator who has created you, given you the essentials of creation.
Let your worships be for Him, and your attention towards Him. You should fear only

”. Him

Description7

Monotheism and the negation of polytheism . 1

In this part of the letter, Imam Ali (s) draws our attentions to several constructive
:points, some of which are the following

Since early times, there were groups such as Disanieh, Manawieh, Mazdakieh, and
the like who were of the opinion that there should be relatedness and relation
between cause and effect. Therefore, they used to believe that there were tow Gods.
The reason for this assumption was that there were dichotomies in the world
creatures: good-bad, for instance. The God of good things, because of the
relatedness between cause and effect, could not be the God of bad things, and vice
versa: the God of light, health, abundance, happy life and beautiful creatures was
yazdan or light. And the God of Darkness, death, storms, earthquakes, famine,

[disease and harmful and ugly creatures was Ahriman or Devil.[478

Allama, in his Discription of Tajrid, talks about the ideology of the magi (Plural of
:magus) in the following way

The magi believe that good stems from God and bad"
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stems from the Satan. This is because God is the absolute good and the doer of bad
". should be vicious

But as it is proven, anything which exists in this world is either the absolute good or its
goodness is more than its badness. This is because the absolute bad does not exist.

:Mowlawi has said

,Thus the absolute bad does not exist

;Know that badness is relative

,There is no poison or sugar

;Which is not related to the other

,One is free, the other is fettered

;One is poison, the other one is sugar

,The snake poison is the life for the snake

[But its relation to man is that of death.[479

Thus, the absolute good is in harmony with God, and God is its creator; but absolute
.bad does not exist

As we saw before, Imam Ali (s) said, "the owner of death is the owner of life as well;
the creator is also the one who causes our death; and the destroyer is the same as
the constructor, and finally the trouble-maker is the same as the curer." Some of
these stem from good and some have roots in bad. In the erroneous ideology of

.dualism, good and bad stand in contrast

The summary of Imam Ali's statements is the following: The dualists contend that
there are two Gods: The God of good and the God of bad. But since the absolute bad
does not exist, therefore, there is no need for the God of bad. Some superficial people
think that the snake's poison, diseases, death, floods, tornadoes and the like are
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nasty
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and bad. But a world which lacks one of these is not perfect. Their very presence is
good. The principle of the relationship between the cause and the effect forces us to
believe in only one God: The owner of life is the owner of death as well. The one who
makes disturbances, cures as well; and the one who destroys, and constructs as

[well…"[480

Aworld Composed of happiness and sadness is beautiful and makes perfection possible.2

Although this world is a mixture of treasure and snake, flower and thorn, sadness and
happiness, asset and misery, hardships and ease, sweetness and bitterness, it is
harmonious and lovely and every particle and part of it is in its proper place. And

.man's caravan should pass through this turmoil for the destination of meeting God

[481 "] رُوُمأُْلا رُیصِتَ  هَِّللا  یَلإِ  اَلأَ  "

(. Now surely to Allah do all affairs eventually come" (Sura of shura 53"

[482 " ] هِیِقالَمُفَ احًدْکَ  کَِّبرَ  یَلإِ  حٌدِاکَ  کََّنإِ  نُاسَنإِْلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ  "

O man! Surely you must strive to attain to your Lord, a hard striving until you meet"
Him." [Inshiqaq 6]. The beauty of this world lies in its present structure which is a
mixture of contrasts such as sorrow and delight. If it were not like this, it would

.neither show the value of beauties nor would it make possible the perfection of man

.Whereas, according to the logic of the Qur’an, man is created to be in distress

" دٍبَکَ یِف  نَاسَنإِْلا  انَْقلَخَ  دْقََل  "

[Certainly we have created man to be in distress.[483"

Mowlawi, in different places of Mathnawi, has explained this fact through interesting
allegories. One of these parables is the story of
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:prison and Joseph's well

,Although they ground the pearl in the mortar

;It enlightened the eyes and cured the calamity

,They put a wheat seed under the ground

;Then they harvested a lot of clusters

,Then they ground it in the mill

;Its value and its product (bread) became precious

,Then they ground the bread under the teeth

;It turned into wisdom, soul, and cognition

,The soul became enchanted in love

.Then the harvester came to harvest again

To elaborate on this issue, Mowlawi tells of an animal which becomes fatter when
they beat it more. At the end, Moulawi mentions the multitude number of the

:distresses of the believers and the Prophets

,There is an animal called Osqor

;Which becomes fatter when beaten

,When you beat it, it will become fatter

;It becomes fatter through the wounds it gets

,A believer's self is like Osqor

;Which becomes fatter through the wounds

,Because of this, for the Prophets
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.There are lots of sufferings and failures

Elsewhere, Mowlawi likens the effects of sufferings in the cleansing of the soul to the
(: effects of a drug used in tanning for cleansing the hides (skins

,The hide suffers the wounds of the drug

;Then it becomes as fresh as Adim Taefi

,But if you rub something else on it

;It would become big, ugly and bad-smelling

,Now man is like that hide

;From different moistures, it has become ugly and fat

,Now you should rub it hard

;Till it becomes clean and thin

,If you can't, let it be

;Then God will make you suffer a lot

,God's hurting is your cleansing

.His knowledge is above yours

If you do not know the philosophy of something, Do not deny it.3

There are many people whose personal knowledge is used for the evaluation of
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things and events. If they assume something is true, they accept it, or else they would
.reject it. But we should know our scientific knowledge and means are limited

[484 " ] الًیِلقَ اَّلإِ  مِْلعِْلا  نِْم  مُْتیِتوأُ  امَوَ  "

And you are not given aught of knowledge but a little" [The Israelites 85]. It is always"
possible that, on the one hand, our so-called knowledge might turn out to be wrong,
and on the other hand, it might happen that others, through better instruments and
means might have found the truth. It might happen, as well, that nobody yet has
access to the right means, and such means might be found in the future. Thus,

:Avicenna has said

Whatever strange thing strikes your ears, while incisive reasoning can not reject it,"
[assume that it might materialize."[485

It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) has said, "Whenever you are faced with a
problem regarding the events of this world, and you are not aware of the philosophy
behind the so-called disastrous events such as earthquakes, storms and diseases,
find the reason in your own ignorance, and do not claim that since you do not know

.the secrets of these phenomena, therefore, they are not assets whatsoever

This is because when you were born, you lacked all sorts of knowledge. Then
gradually, through your senses, such as sight, hearing, touch, taste and smelling, you
were connected to the outside world and you started analyzing the events through

.your reasoning

" نَورُکُشْتَ مْکَُّلعََل  هَدَِئْفأَْلاوَ  رَاصَْبأَْلاوَ  عَمَّْسلا  مْکَُل  لَعَجَوَ  ائًْیشَ  نَومُلَْعتَ  اَل  مْکُِتاهََّمأُ  نِوطُُب  نِْم  مْکُجَرَخْأَ  هَُّللاوَ  "

And"
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Allah has brought you forth from the wombs of your mothers-you did not know
anything- and He gave you hearing and sight and hearts that you may give thanks"
[Qur’an 16:78]. It is obvious that the rays of this knowledge are limited, but the affairs
which are within the radius of creation are unlimited and immensely broad and

.widespread

Some interesting Confessions

Einstein has said, "The puzzle of creation is still unresolved. We may even assume
that this puzzle shall always remain intricate. What we have so far learned from the
book of creation has been illuminating. Through this knowledge we have come to
know some of the principles of the nature, but we are well-aware that compared with
the volumes of this book which we have read, there still remain an immense number

[of unresolved problems."[486

William James says, "Our knowledge is a drop compared with our ignorance which is
an ocean. The only thing which we can definitely say is that our natural knowledge is
dependent on another vast world of another type the properties of which we have not

[grasped"[487

Charles Rischie says: "A genuine scholar is the one who is simultaneously both bold
and courteous. He should be courteous since our knowledge is meager, and he should

[be bold since the road towards mysterious world is open to us."[488

Oliver Lodge says, "What we know, compared with what we suppose to know, is very
little. Some say this without believing what they say; but I say it with complete

[conviction"[489

Alexis Carl, in the book, "Man, the
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unknown creature," writes: "Those sciences which deal with living creatures, in
general, and with man, in particular, have not progressed enough and they have stuck
at the descriptive level. Man is a completely complex creature who can not be easily
recognized. We do not yet have at our disposal sufficient means to know man and his
relations with the outside world. In fact, our ignorance about ourselves is immense.
We still do not have answers to many questions concerning our selves: How do genes

[carry the heredity characteristics? How do cells live in groups called tissues?"[490

Camil Flamarion in the book "The unknown powers of Nature" writes on the limitation
of man's knowledge, "We do think, but what is the essence of thought?" Nobody can
answer this question. We do walk, but what is the nature of the activity of the
muscles? Nobody knows. I know that my decision consists of unmaterialistic power,
and I am also aware that all my spirit is unmaterialistic. However, when I decide to
raise my hand, I will notice that my decision moves my body muscles. But how does
my decision move my hand. Nobody tells me how my optical nerves transfer the
outside configurations into my thought. How is the essence of this thought conceived?
Where is it located? How does the mental activity take place and what is its essence? I
can extend the number of such questions for ten years whereas your greatest

[scientists can not answer even my fundamental questions."[491

Carry out everything for the sake of Him . 4

Since God is the Creator of
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everything and every creature and He initiates creation and resurrection, and mixes
sorrow with happiness, ugliness with beauty, assets with miseries and has made this
principle of juxtaposition as the basis for perfection, “you have to resort only to Him
and devote your worships just for Him and have your love only for Him and fear Him

”. solely

It is because this exclusive devotion is a sign of your gratitude and of your perfect
monotheistic belief, which is not given to everybody. God in His Qur’an has trained the

:Prophet in this manner

ابرَ یغِْبأَ  هَِّللا  رَْیغَأَ  لُْق  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا  لَُّوأَ  اَنأَوَ  تُرِْمأُ  کَِلذَِبوَ  هَُل  کَیرِشـَ  اَل  نَیمَِلاعَْلا  ِّبرَ  هَِّلِل  یِتامَمَوَ  يایَحْمَوَ  یکِسـُُنوَ  یِتالَصـَ  َّنإِ  لُْق  "

هِیِف مُْتنکُ  امـَِب  مْکُُئِّبنـَُیفَ  مْکـُعُجِرْمَ  مْکـُِّبرَ  یَلإِ  َّمُـث  يرَخْأُ  رَزْوِ  هٌرَزِاوَ  رُزِتَ  اَـلوَ  اهـَْیلَعَ  اَّلإِ  سٍْفَن  ُّلکـُ  بُسـِکْتَ  اَـلوَ  ءٍیْشـَ  ِّلکـُ  ُّبرَ  وَهـُوَ 
" نَوفُِلتَخْتَ

Say: Surely my prayer and my sacrifice and my life and my death are all for Allah, the“
Lord of the worlds. No associate has He; and this am I commanded, and I am the first
of those who submit. Say: Shall I seek a lord other than Allah? And He is the Lord of all
things; and no soul earns evil but against itself, and no bearer of burden shall bear the
burden of another; then to your Lord is your return, so He will inform you of that in

[. which you differed [Qur’an 6:162-164

8

اًدِئاقَ هاجَنَلا  یلِاوَ  اًدِئارَ  هِِب  ضَرافَ  هِلآوَ ، هِیلَعَ  هللا  یّلصَ  لُوسَُّرلا  هُنعَ  أبَناَ  امَکَ  هللا  نِعَ  ئِّبنَُی  مَل  اًدحَاَ  َّنأ  َّینَُب  ایَ  ملَعاوَ  "
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" کََل يرِظََن  غَلَبمَ  تَدهَتَجِا  نِاوَ  کَسِفنَِل  رِظََّنلا  یف  غَُلبتَ  نَل  کََّنِِاوَ  هًحَیصَِن  کَُلاَ  مَل  یّنافَ 

Be aware, my son, that nobody has informed us of Allah more than the Prophet has.
Thus, be content with His leadership and make Him your resort for your salvage. I did
not spare any advice for you and you will never appreciate your expediencies for

.yourself as much as I have deemed them necessary for you

Description8

:In this part of the letter, Imam Ali (s) emphasizes two points

Mohammad's Religion is the Best in the world . 1

As we know that the prophets have been sent to people at different times and under
different conditions. The more backward the people the simpler was the prophets'
training and educating people. Their schedules were like those of present-day schools
where in elementary schools simpler books and methods are used whereas in the

.high schools we have more complicated programs

Since the more ancient Prophets were sent to people who had not progressed
enough, their methods of educating people were more elementary, but since the
Prophet of Islam was the last of the Prophets,[492] and his religion is eternally the way
of life for all men,[493] there it is better to be said that "no body has brought news from
God like him", and his religion is the most comprehensive of all religions.[494] Anybody
adopting another way of life is rejected.[495] It is also right to say: Only he is to be
chosen as the leader[496] since his religion is the most comprehensive, his leadership

the most
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perfect and his commandments the most prospering

An old one sees in the mud brick what the young one can see in the mirror . 2

Every father wishes well for his child. He will not spare any advice in building his
personality. He is usually more decisive, determined and experienced than the young
one who usually possesses less experience. It is an old saying that an old one sees in

.the mud brick what the young one can see in the mirror

Concerning the value of the ideas and thoughts of the aged, Imam as-Sadiq (s) has
said: "The existence of an elderly one in his family is like the Prophet among his

[people".[497

And this is a fact. On the one hand, there is a father like Imam Ali (s), who is the door
of sciences for the Prophet (s), and who is well-experienced, and on the other hand,
there is a child from the Prophet's Household, who is going to guide the Islamic world
in the near future, and be the substitute for his father in the guidance of the Moslem
world. Therefore, for these valid reasons it is necessary that, firstly, the sufficient
amount of advice be given him, and secondly, it was suitable for Imam Ali (s) to

.employ his own experiences in the education of his son

9

امَکَ دٌحـِاوَ  هٌلِا  هَُّنکِلوَ  هتَافَصـِوَ  هَُلاعَفاَ  تَفرَعََلوَ  هِِناطَلسـُوَ  هِکِلُم  رَاَثآ  تَیأرََلوَ  هُلسـُرُ  کَتتَلاَ  کٌیرِشـَ  کَِّبرَِل  نَاکَ  وَل  هَّنِا  َّینَُب  ایـَ  ملَعْاوَ  "

لاِب ءِایَشلاَا  لَبقَ  لٌَّواَ  لزَیَ  مَلوَ  اًدباَ  لُوزُیَ  لاوَ  دٌحَاَ  هِکِلُم  یف  هُدُاضَُی  هُسَفَن لا  فَصَوَ 
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ناَ کَِلثمِل  یغِبَنیَ  امَکَ  لعَفافَ  کَِلذَ  تَفرَعَ  اذَاِفـَ  رٍصـََب  واَ  بٍلقَ  هِطَاحـَاِب  هِتیَِبوُبرُ  تَُبثتَ  ناَ  نعَ  مَظُعَ  هیَاهـَِن  ـلاِب  ءاَیشـْلاَا  دَـعَب  رٌخِآوَ  هٍیِلَّواَ 
هَُّناِفَ هِطِخَسَ  نِم  هَقَفَشَلاوَ  هِِتَبوقُعُ  نِم  هِیَشْخَلاوَ  هِِتعَاطَ  بِلَطَ  یف  هِِّبرَ  یلِا  هِِتجَاحَ  مِظَعِوَ  هِزِجْعَ  هِرَْثکَوَ  هِِترَدِقمَ  هَِّلِقوَ  هِرِطَخَ  رِغَصِ  یف  هُلَعَفیَ 

" حٍیِبقَ نعَ  لاِا  کَهَْنیَ  مَلوَ  نٍسْحُِب  لاِا  كَرُمایَ  مَل 

Be aware, my son! If there were an associate for God, his Prophets would then come“
to you and you could observe the signs of his might and power and you would
recognize his acts and attributes. But He does not have any associate, in the way He
has described Himself. Nobody is able to oppose Him in his sovereignty. He is not
demolishable; He is for ever. He is the Head to the Dynasty of existence. He does not
have any beginning, but is the last of all without having any end. He is greater than his
divinity could be felt by any heart or eye. Now that you realize these facts, you too,
like those who are weak and are in need of God’s assistance, should try to worship
Him and should fear His anger and punishments; this is because you are commanded

”. by Him to carry out good and are warned by Him to stay away from evil

Description 9

:The following notes and points are significant in Imam Ali’s letter

Monotheism and the rejection of polytheism from another perspective . 1

Imam Ali (s) discusses monotheism from a different angle. He says if God was not
unique and without association and if there
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were associates for Him as the followers of polytheism erroneously assume, then this
:associate would have the following traits

.a) He would send us some messengers to invite us towards his religion

.b) He would have some territory of power

.c) He would have some manifestations of his traits

But we observe that none of the above traits has been realized. The prophets of
polytheism either did not show up or could not verify their claims. However, the
manifestations of acts and attributes which exist in this world all lead to the notion of
monotheism, not to polytheism. This is because, as it is proven elsewhere, God is

[Necessary Being and excludes the territory for any other Being.[498

:The Holy Qur’an condemns such claims as baseless

" هِِب هَُل  نَاهَرُْب  اَل  رَخَآ  اهًَلإِ  هَِّللا  عَمَ  عُدْیَ  نْمَوَ  "

[And whoever invokes with Allah another god, he has no proof of this”.[499“

God is Everlasting . 2

In accordance with the researches done to prove that God is Necessary Being and
that He exists by Himself, we conclude that He exists for ever and is eternal. If this
were not true, He would not need existence; but this is contrary to the principles of

.Necessity and Self-Existence

He dominates Everything and Nothing Dominates Him . 3

Allah has no any limitation and He dominates everything. If He has place and time,
and if He can be included by hearts or eyes, then He would be limited. Such an
assumption would be impossible regarding a Being whose truth is limitless and whose

:dominance is pervasive

واَ بٍْلقَ  هِطَاحَاِب  هُتیَِبوُبر  تَُبْثتَ  ناَ  نعَ  مَظُعَ  "
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" رٍصََب

,Our wisdom would not reach His very Being“

”. In the way that a straw would not reach the ocean bottom

:The more a believer is aware, the more he will be duty-bound . 4

The more distance there is between the creator and the created in the dimensions of
need-needlessness, ability – weakness, might – wretchedness, and eternity – fatality,
the more there should be dutifulness, obedience and awe on the part of the believer

.towards his God

And since this relation exists between the Creator and His creatures; therefore a
believer should engage more in dutifulness, submission and obedience towards his
God. Of course, a believer will carry out this feat if he is aware of the facts. The
excessive obedience and worships of most Prophets and God’s men are due to this

.very fact

Man’s Duties towards God are based on true expediences . 5

In contrast to the view of Ash’arites who conceive no motives for God’s acts, the
Mo’tazilites and the Shia contend that God never does anything for no reason. Since
He is the absolute not-needy, He will not carry out affairs for His is own benefits, but

.rather for the interest of His servant – believers

Thus, in God’s duties for people there are certainly good and bad, expedience and
:evil–doings; that is why enjoining of the good and prohibiting of the evil is enforced

Neither can the sinners do any harm, nor do the believers’ obedience give Him
satisfaction

,He has not created to earn benefits

.Rather, to be generous towards the believers
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He has not sent the Prophets to give

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 285 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


people troubles, but

" رِوُّنلا یَلإِ  تِامَُلُّظلا  نِْم  مْهُجُرِخُْی  "

Allah is the guardian of those who believe) He brings them out of the darkness into)
[. the light [Qur’an 2:257

10

لَاثَملاَا امَهِیِف  کََل  تُبرَضـَوَ  اهَیِف  اهَِلهلأ  َّدعـُِا  امَوَ  هِرَخِلآا  نعَ  کَُتأبَناوَ  اهِلاقَِتناوَ  اهِلاوَزَوَ  اهِلاحَوَ  اینُّدـلا  نعَ  کَُـتأبَناَ  دقـَ  یّنِِا  َّینَُب  ایـَ  "
.اهَیلَعَ وَذُحتَوَ  اهِب  رَِبتَعتَِل 

قِیدِصَلا قَارِفوَ  قِیرَِّطلا  ءَاثَعوَ  اولمَتَحافَ  اًعیرِمَ  اًبانجَوَ  اًبیصِخَ  لاًزِنمَ  اومّافَ  بٌیدِجَ  لٌزِنمَ  مهِِب  ابََن  رٍفَسـَ  مِوقَ  لِثمِکَ  اینُّدلا  رِبخَ  نمَ  لُثِم  امََّنِِا 
لاوَ اًمرَغمَ  هِیِف  هًقَفََن  نَورَیَ  لاوَ  اًمَلاَ  کَِلذَ  نِم  ئٍیشـَِل  نَودُجـِیَ  سَیلَفَ  مهِرِارَقَ  لَزِنمَوَ  مهِرِادَ  هَعَسـِ  اوُتأیَِل  مِعَطمَلا  هَِبوشُجُوَ  رِفََّسلا  هَِنوشُخُوَ 

لٍزِْنمَ یلِا  مهِِب  ابَنَفَ  بٍیصـِخَ  لٍزِنمَِب  اوُناکَ  مٍوقَ  لِثـَمَکَ  اهـَِب  َّرتَغِا  نمَ  لُثـَمَوَ  مهِِّلحَمَ  نِم  مهُاَـنداَوَ  مهِِلزِنمَ  نِم  مهَُبَّرقَ  اَّمِم  مهِیَلِا  ُّبحَاَ  ئٌیشَ 
" هِیَلِا نَورُیصِیَو  هِیلَعَ  نَومُجُهیَ  امَ  یلِا  هِیِف  اوُناکَ  امَ  هِقَرَافَُم  نِم  مهُدَنعِ  عَظَفاَ  لاوَ  مهِیَلِا  هُرَکْاَ  ئٌیشَ  سَیلَفَ  بٍیدِجَ 

My son! I have made you aware of the world, of its states, of its declines and“
changes. I also let you know of the Hereafter and what is reserved there for its
people. I also gave you examples for these states so that you take your lesson and

.walk on the right track

Those who have tried this world are like passengers who emigrate from a desert into
a place of abundance where comforts of all sorts are ready. In order for them to
reach this place of comforts they have endured the hardships of the way, have
accepted separation from friends, have accepted, as well, the obstacles and

unsuitable foods on the way in order to arrive at their desired
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place. They will not complain of any of these hardships, nor will they consider their
.expenses as a waste of time. The only thing they desire is to arrive at their final resort

But those who have taken pride in this world are like passengers who desert a place
of abundance to arrive at an arid land. For them nothing is more annoying than

”. leaving a comfortable place to live in a desert

Description 10

At different places of this book, Imam Ali (s) has talked about the true value of this
world and the desirable and undesirable world and man's place in them. Through the
following two examples, Imam (s) has described the place of the free man as opposed

:to the place of those who have sold their hereafter to this world

Two Examples of Two Groups

The First Group: These are knowledgeable and experienced people for whom the
world with all its seemingly attractive features compared with the everlasting
abundance of Hereafter is just worthless. Therefore, although they might possess all
the comforts of life they consider themselves like passengers who are getting ready
to go to their final resort. They also think here is an arid land and are counting the
minutes to leave this desert to arrive at a place filled with abundance. For this aim,

:they will suffer all sorts of distresses: the poet says

,These bitter-than-poison days shall pass

.Once again will come the sweeter-than-sugar days

Those who consider themselves as the birds of the kingdom of Heaven and will not
belong to this mundane world
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and think their stay in the cage of this world is just short-lived try their best to arrive
at their permanent shelter. Of course, in this way they have to suffer all sorts of
distresses, such as separation from friends, and life sufferings. The hope of arriving

.there makes the bitter trial into a sweet thing

This group consider this world as "dar mamarr" (transitory world) and hereafter as
"dar maqarr" (stay-in world). They do not fear death besides that they consider it as
sweeter than honey. They like it more than a child’s love to its mother's breast.[500]

:They think in the following manner

,The curtain of my soul has darkened my body

;How sweet is the moment I throw down this curtain

,Such mundane cage is not proper for a sweet singer like me

.I will go to the Heaven's Garden, since I am a bird of that pasture

,I'm a bird from the kingdom of Heaven, I don't belong here

;They have captured this bird in my body-cage

,I search for what is heavenly

;I'm prepared to go there

,How sweet is the day when I fly towards my love

.I'll move my wings in the hope to arrive at His place

The Second Group: This includes those people who are fond of life here, thinking that
life ends here, and nothing more. All that they want is take advantage of life’s
deceitful features. These people are like those passengers who live in a place filled
with all conceivable comforts but suddenly are ordered to leave here to live in a

desert devoid of
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all comforts. It is naturally hard for them to separate themselves from all these joys.
.They fear death, as a result

:Concerning this, the Holy Qur’an talks about the Jews

تْمََّدقـَ امَِب  ادًَـبأَ  هَُنوَّْنمَتَیَ  اَلوَ  نَیِقدِاصَ  مُْتنکُ  نْإِ  تَوْمَْلا  اوَّْنمَتَفَ  سِاَّنلا  نِودُ  نِْم  هَِّلِل  ءُایـَِلوْأَ  مْکَُّنأَ  مُْتمْعَزَ  نْإِ  اودُاهـَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهـَُّیأَ  ایـَ  لُْـق  "

مُْتنکُ امَِب  مْکُُئِّبنَُیفَ  هِدَاهََّشلاوَ  بِْیغَْلا  مِِلاعَ  یَلإِ  نَوُّدرَُت  َّمُث  مْکُیِقالـَُم  هَُّنإِفـَ  هُْنِم  نَوُّرفِتَ  يذَِّلا  تَوْمَْلا  َّنإِ  لُْـق  نَیمِِلاَّظلاِـب  مٌیِلعَ  هَُّللاوَ  مْهِیدِْـیأَ 
" نَوُلمَْعتَ

Say: O you who are Jews, if you think that you are the favorites of Allah to the“
exclusion of other people, then invoke death if you are truthful. And they will never
invoke it because of what their hands have sent before; and Allah is cognizant of the

.unjust

Say: As for the death from which you flee, that will surely overtake you, then you shall
be sent back to the knower of the unseen and the seen, and He will inform you of that

[which you did”.[501

:Someone asked Abuzar: Why do we hate death? He answered

The reason is that you have built the world, but have destroyed your hereafter. It is“
[natural for you to hate transferring from an improved land to a demolished one".[502

(: It is reported that somebody has asked the Prophet (s

" تَومَلا ُّبحُِت  هََّمَث لا  نمِفَ  لاق : لا ، لاق : هُتَمَّدقَ ؟ دقَ  لاق : معَن ، لاق : لٌامَ ؟ کََل  لَاقَفَ : تَومَلا ؟ ُّبحُِا  یِلاَب لا  امَ  "

Why don’t I love death?” “Do you have wealth?” “Yes,” “Have you sent some of it“
[beforehand?” “No, This is the reason why you hate death?”[503

11

لعَجِا َّینَُب  ایَ  "
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نسـِحْاَوَ ملَظُت ، ناَ  ُّبحُِت  امَکَ لا  مِلظِتَ  لاوَ  اهََل ، هُرَکْتَ  امَ  هَُل  هرَکْاوَ  کَسِفنَِل  ُّبحُِت  امَ  كَرِیغَِل  بِبحاَف  كَرِیغَ  نَیَبوَ  کَنَیَب  اًنازَیِم  کَسَْفَن 
امَ لا لقُتَ  لاوَ  کَسِفَن  نِم  مهَُل  هُاضَرتَ  امَِب  سِاّنلا  نَِم  ضَرْاوَ  كَرِیغَ  نِم  حُِبقتَـستَ  امَ  کَسِْفَن  نِم  حِبقتَـساوَ  کَیَلِا  نَسَحُی  ناَ  ُّبحُِت  امَکَ 

.کََل لَاقُی  نأ  ُّبحُِت  امَ لا  لقُتَ  لاوَ  ملَعتَ  امَ  َّلقَ  نِاو  ملَعتَ 

عَشـَخاَ نکُفَ  كَدِصقَل  تَیدِهُ  تَناَ  اذِاوَ  كَرِیغَِل  اًنزِاخَ  نکُتَ  لاوَ  کَحِدکَ  یف  عَسْافَ  بابَللاَا ، هُفَآوَ  بِاوصَلا ، دُضـِ  بَاجَیلاِا  َّنِا  ملَعاوَ 
" کَِّبرَل نُوکُتَ  امَ 

My son let yourself be a standard for justice between you and others. Thus, do to
others what you like them do to you. What you do not like happen to you, do not let it
happen to others. Do not engage in injustice in the same way as you do not like to be
treated unjustly. Perform good acts in the same way that you like to be treated well.
Consider ugly anything that you assume ugly on the parts of others. Approve anything
for people which you like them to approve for you. What you do not know, do not say,
although what you know is little. Do not tell people anything you do not like them to tell
you. Be aware that pride and self-satisfaction are the enemies for rightfulness and
honesty and are the disease for wisdom. Be a man of trial and struggle; never be a
treasurer for others. And when you found the right path towards Allah, be humble in

.front of your creator

Description 11

,Here in this letter
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Imam (s) emphasizes one of the most significant principles of ethics, that is, the fact
that all members of a society have similar interests, rights and morals. In the same
way that every individual expects that his rights be respected in the society, his
personality be valued and be treated amicably, he himself should respect other

.people’s rights

If this morale is vigorous in social life, the relations among people will be strong,
.people’s rights will be observed and peace and stability will be strengthened

It is narrated that a man came up to the Prophet (s) telling him: I carry out all my
duties well, but I can not stop committing one sin; I have illegal relation with a woman

.and carry out adultery

The Prophet’s followers warned him to be polite but the Prophet did not let them
reproach the young man. The Prophet (s), then, asked the young man if he had

.mother, sister and other relatives. The young man gave a positive answer

Then the Prophet (s) asked the young man: Do you like other people to have such
illegal relations with your sister and mother? The young man, feeling great

.embarrassment, promised not to commit such a sin again

No doubt, if all members of the society possessed such a morale and respected other
.people’s rights, the society would turn into a utopia

On the basis of such an educational and ethical principle, Imam (s) orders his son to let
himself be a criterion of justice between he himself and others. He, then, mentions the

following
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:points

What he prefers for himself, he should prefer for others as well. In this respect . 1
:there are many traditions available

" اهَل هُرکیَ  امَ  هَُل  هَرَکْیَوَ  هِسِفنَِل  ُّبحُِی  امَ  هِیخِلاَ  َّبحُِی  یّتحَ  دٍبعَ  نُامیِا  لمُکیَ  "لا 

A believer’s Faith is not perfect unless what he deems appropriate for himself, he
[deems suitable for his brethren"[504

:Imam Sadiq (s) has said

" هِِناوخلا هُّبحُ  هُنَید  لِجُرَلا  ِّبحُ  نِم  "

[Among the characteristics of a true believer is his love for his brothers".[505

:The great Prophet (s) has said

" هسِفنل ُّبحُِی  ام  هِیخلأ  ُّبحُِی  نُِمؤملا  "

[What a believer considers good for himself also considers good for his brother".[506"

.He will not do injustice to others as he does not want to be treated unjustly . 2

.He is benevolent to others as he wishes others to show him benevolence . 3

.What he considers ugly in others he should consider ugly in his own behaviors . 4

.What he considers good for others, he should consider it good for himself . 5

What he does not know he should not level against others although his knowledge is . 6
.meager

He does not backbite others in the same way that he does not want others to back . 7
.bite him

Since being self-conceited is against truth and rightfulness and is a parasite for . 8
.wisdom, he should not use it
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Although he should try his best to earn leqitimate income to run his life, he should . 9
.not be a treasurer for others, especially for his heirs

[To thank God when he is guided towards God.[507 . 10

12

هِیِف کَِب  ینغِ  هَّناوَ لا  هدَیدِشَ  هٍَّقشَمَو  هٍدیعَِب  هٍفَاسَمَ  اذَ  اًقیرِطَ  کَمَاماَ  َّناَ  ملَعاو  "
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، کَْیلَعَ لاًاَبوَ  کَِلذَ  لُْقِث  نَوکُیَفَ  کَِـتقَاطَ  قَوفَ  كَرِهظَ  یلع  َّنلَمِحتَ  ـلافَ  رِهَّظلا  هَِّفخِ  عَمَ  دِاَّزلا  نَِم  کَغـِلاَب  رِدْقـَوَ  دِاـیِترلاِا  نِسحُ  نعَ 
نِم رِثکاَوَ  هُاَّیا  هُلِّمحَوَ  هُمِنتَغْاف  هِیَلِا  جُاتَحتَ  ثُیحَ  اًدغَ  هِِب  کَیِفاوُیفَ  هِمَایقِلا  مِویَ  یلِا  كَدَاز  کََل  لُمِحیَ  نمَ  هِقَافَلا  لِهاَ  نِم  تَدْجـَوَ  اذِاو 

.هُدُجِتَ لافَ  هُُبُلطتَ  کََّلعَلَفَ  هِیلَعَ  رٌدِاقَ  تَناوَ  هِدِیوِزتَ 

لاًاحَ نُسَحاَ  اهَیِف  ُّفخِمُلا  اًدوُئکَ  هًبَقَعَ  کَمَامَاَ  َّناَ  ملَعاوَ  کَِترَسْعُ  مِویَ  یف  کََل  هَُئاضقَ  لَعَجْیِل  كَانغِ  لِاحَ  یف  کَضَرقَتَسا  نمَ  مِنتَغاو 
کَِلوزُُن لَْبقَ  کَسِفنَِل  دْتـَراف  رٍاَن  یلع  واَ  هٍَّنجَ  یلع  اَّمِا  هََلاحَمَ  کَِـب لا  اـهطَبَهم  َّنِاوَ  عِرِـسمُلا  نَِم  اًرْماَ  حُبـَقاَ  اـهْیلَعَ  ئطْبمُلاو  لِـقِْثمُلا  نَِم 

" فٌرَصَنُم اینُّدلا  یلِا  لاوَ  بٌسَْعتَسُم  تِومَلا  دَْعَب  سَْیلَفَ  کَِلوُلحُ  لَْبقَ  لَزِنمَلا  ئِطِوَوَ 

Be aware that there is a hazardous road in front of you. Also know that you will need“
a great deal of trial, hard work, and sufficient provisions. Thus, do not carry too much
burden on your shoulders since the consequences are fatal and destructive. And if
you could find a needy person who could carry your provisions up to the Doomsday,
put your provisions over his shoulders. If you have the capability of preparing more
provisions, prepare more of them and send them through him. This is because you
might someday try to reach such a person and you would not find him. If a person
asks you for some help at the time when you are not needy, provide him with some so

.that he may help you when you need him

Be aware that on your path there are precarious hurdles which can be surpassed by
those
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who are free and whose burdens of sins are not that heavy and slow-walkers have
.harder time than the fast-goers

Be aware that your descent is either in the paradise or into the Hell. Therefore, prior
to your arrival to that world, prepare the necessary provisions. Make a good resting-
place for yourself since no excuse is acceptable and there is no return for you to the

”. world at that moment

Description 12

In this section of the letter, Imam Ali (s) talks about the perilous road to the
Doomsday, and the hardships which exist over there. He says no excuses are
accepted and a return to the world is impossible. Whatever we are able to do, we
should do here. Imam Ali (s) has invited his son and all of his other spiritual sons to

.prepare provisions for the Doomsday

:The following points in Imam Ali’s letter are worth considering

Sufficient Provisions and Light-Load of possessions . 1

In this hard and long road two things are essential: First, enough provisions which can
دِاَّزلا رُیخَ  : help us there and which includes piety and good deeds. Imam Ali (s) has said

يوَقَّتلا

"The best kind of provisions is piety"

And secondly, the light-load of possessions in this world. We would suffer a lot in that
:long, tedious journey of ours. We will be destroyed if the load is too heavy

Be aware of the significance of those who carry your provisions on the way or pay . 2
you back what they owe you on difficult days

(In emphasizing our struggles to prepare the provisions, Imam Ali (s
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:uses two beautiful similes and metaphors

Firstly: In this long and tiring way if you can find somebody to be able to carry some of
your provisions to your destination, you are lucky. Be aware that when you help the
needy today, in fact you have put your provisions for the next world over their
shoulders to deliver them to you in the next world. You might not be lucky enough to

:have a chance like this tomorrow

Secondly: There are people who are ready to borrow from you when you are rich to
give it back to you when you are poor. Make your best from this situation. Be aware
that to give away your wealth to the needy for God's sake is to lend to God.[508] This is
easy for you to day to perform such a good act. However, on the Doom's Day, when it

:is the time of hardship, despair and misery, the result is of significant consequences

In hard – to – cross roads, the light – loaded travelers are more at ease . 3

Imam Ali (s) talks about hard – to – cross roads in the direction of the Resurrection
Day. These are mentioned in the books on traditions.[509] Naturally, those who are
light – loaded in sins pass both speedily and easily but the heavy–loaded sinners

.either fall or stumble on the way

The End point for Every body is either the paradise or the Hell . 4

Imam Ali (s) points out that the end point for all is either the paradise or the
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Hell. We should make every thing ready before departure. After death there is no
.return

13

کَیَطعُِیل هَُلأـستَ  ناَ  كَرَمَاو  هَِباـجلإاب  کََـل  لََّفکَتَو  ءِاعُّدــلا  یف  کََـل  نَذِاَ  دــق  ضرـلااو  تِاوـمَّسلا  نُِـئازخَ  هِدِـّـیب  يذَِّلا  َّناَ  مـلعاو  "

نَِم تَأسا  نِا  کَعنمْیَ  ملو  هِیَلِا  کََل  عُفَشـْیَ  نمَ  یلِا  کَـئجِلُی  ملو  هُنعَ ، کَُـبجِحیَ  نمَ  کَنـَیَبو  هُنَیَب  لعـَجْیَ  ملو  کَمـَحَریَِل  هُمَحِرتَستَو 
ملو هِمَیرِجَلاب  کَشِْقانُی  ملو  هَِبانلإا  لِوُبقَ  یف  کَیلَعَ  دِّدشُّی  ملو  هِحَیضـِفَلل  تَضَّْرعتَ  ثُْیحَ  کَحْضـَفیَ  ملو  همَقِنلاِب  کَلجِاعُی  ملو  هبوتلا 

.اًرشعَ کَتَنَسَحَ  بَسِحَو  هًدَحِاو  کَِتئَِّیسَ  بَسِحَوَ  هًنَسَحَ  بِْنَّذلا  نْعَ  کَعَوزُُن  لَعَجَ  لَب  هِمَحَّرلا  نَِم  کَسْیؤُِی 

کَسِْفَن تَاذ  هًتَْثثَباوَ  کَِتجَاحِب  هِیَلِا  تَْیفَقاَفَ  كَاوجَْن  مَِلعَ  هًتَْیجَان  اذِاو  كَادِن  عَمِسَ  هُتَْیدَان  اذاِف  بِاتَعِتسْلاِا  بَابوَ  بِاتمَلا  بَاب  کََل  حَتَفَو 
هِِئاطعِْا یلعَ  ردِْقیَ  لاام  هِِتمَحْرَ  نِِئازخَ  نِْم  هُتَلأسَو  كَرِوُمُا  یلع  هُتَنعَتَسْاو  کََبورُکَ  هُتَفشـَکْتَساو  کَمَومُهُ  هِیَلِا  تَوکَشـَو  كَرِوُمُا  یلع 

.قِازرْلاَا هِعَسِو  نِادبلاا  هَِّحصِو  رِامعْلاَا  هِدَایزِ  نِْم  هُرُْیغَ 

بَْیِبآشَ تَرْطَمْتَـساو  هِِتمَْعِن  بَاوْباَ  ءَاعُّدـلاِب  تَحتَفتَـسا  تَئشـِ  یتمَفَ  هِِتِلِئاسْمَ ، نِْم  کََل  نَذِاَ  اـمِب  هِِنِئازخَ , حَـیِتافمَ  کَْیدَیـَ  یف  لَعـَجَ  َّمُث 
لَزَجاَو لِِئاسلا  رِجْلأ   ِ مَظَعاَ کَِلذ  نَوکُیَِل  هَُباجلاِا  کَْنعَ  تْرََّخاَ  امَّبرُو  هِیَِّنلا  رِدَقـَ  یلع  هََّیطِعَلا  َّناِفـَ  هِِتَباـجِا ، ءُاـطبِا  کََّنطَِنقُی  ـلافَ  هِِتمَحْرَ 

هِیِف هُتَْبلَطَ  دْقَ  رٍْماَ  َّبرُلَفَ  کََل  رٌْیخَ  وَهُ  امِل  کَْنعَ  فَرِصُ  وا  لاًجِآ  وا  لاًجِاع  هُْنِم  اًریخَ  تَیتوْاوَ  هُاطْعُت  لاف  ئیشَلا  تَلأسَ  امَّبرُو  لِِملآا  ءِاطعَِل 
" هَُل یقْبتَ  لاو  کََل  یقْبیَلا  لُاملاف  هُُلابوَ  کَْنعَ  یفْنُیوَ  هُُلامجَ  کََل  یقْبیَ  امیِف  کَِتَلاسُْم  نْکُتَلفَ  هُتَیِتوُا  وَل  کَِنیدِ  كَلاهَ 

Be aware! He who has at His disposal the earth and sky treasures has given you the“
permission to ask Him for help and to worship Him and has guaranteed the

acceptance of your requests. He has commanded you to
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beg Him your needs and ask Him for His favors. . God had put nobody between you
and Himself to act as a curtain and has not urged you to refer to any intermediary. He
has not stopped you to repent if you have done something wrong. If you do
something wrong and then go back to Him he will not reproach you. He does not haste
to punish you. When you deserved betrayal, He has not betrayed you. He has not put
conditions on accepting your repentance. He has not made you despair from his
generosity. Rather, he has accounted your return from committing sins as a good act.
He has counted your sin as one and your doing good as ten. He has kept the door of
your return open. When you call Him, he will listen to you. When you whisper to Him,
He knows what you try to tell Him. So take your needs to Him and show yourself to
Him as you truly are. When you wish, you could tell Him your secrets and your

.distresses and beg Him for assistance

He is the only One who could supply you with valuable assets from His treasures of
.generosity, such as longevity, health and extended sustenance

Once again, I stress the fact that God has put the key to His treasures in your hands
because He has permitted you to plead Him. Thus, whenever you wish, you could
open His doors to His generosity through your prayers and benefit from His

benevolence. Never
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despair when your prayers did not get immediate acceptance. This is because His
benevolence is based on your true intentions. Sometimes it happens that you beg but
your wishes are not fulfilled. However, some time later you will be given something
more extra than you had previously asked for. And sometimes this special request is
not fulfilled for some specific reasons. This is because what you are pleading for might

.damage your religion

Thus, your wish should be in such a way that its beauty shall remain and its vicious
”. side shall go away from you

Description13

description 13

In this part of the letter, Imam Ali (s) puts stress on two points: Supplication and
.repentance, both of which are used for the spiritual reconstruction of man

Man, due to his over-engagement in current daily affairs, gets self-centered and
indulges in too much of self-reliance, with little attention for Divine bases, and
erroneously assumes that he is mighty enough to carry on every action. He is not
aware that in this world there are thousand agents involved in the arrangement of
affairs. Man, through his supplication and his obedience to God, could benefit a lot in
order to surmount complexities of life. For this reason, in this letter, Imam (s) teaches
his son to be aware of the fact that in this world the worldly affairs are not done solely
through material and physical agents. Rather, spiritual factors, such as supplication
and worship are also at work. The second point emphasized in this letter is the fact

,that if man
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through his sins, temporarily distances himself from God, he can compensate for it
.through his repentance to gain, once again, God’s benevolence

The Role of supplication and the conditions for its Fulfillment

In order for man to come close to God, to gain spiritual peace of mind, to get ethical
values, to stay away from sins, to cleanse mental disturbances, to avoid Satan’s
temptations, to strengthen his intelligence and cognitive powers, and to satisfy his
physical and mental needs, he needs to worship God. For this very reason, the major
part of the Prophet’s educational programs in general and the Prophet of Islam’s

.program in particular consists of teaching people to carry out prayers

But in today’s world more than ninety percent of people suffer from some sort of
nervous and mental disturbances. Every day we witness million cases of crimes in the
world. A lot of people, due to distresses and worries and because of their indecisions,
resort to narcotics and drugs and tranquilizers and alcohol and pornographic films.
Most of them, towards the middle part of life, give up their education, jobs and
families to engage in suicides or live a parasite life. It seems as if Alexis Carl’s
prediction had come true when he said, "This is the price we pay for the industrial
civilization and for the changes of life we are receiving."[510] At such a time, we even
need more prayers and supplication. Dale Carnegie presents the following statistics
for the American community: "In the United states, in general, every thirty five

minutes one person commits suicide and every two minutes
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a person goes mad." He then adds: "If people went after the peace which contains in
the religious supplication, most of these suicides and mental diseases could be

[avoided"[511

Elsewhere Alexi Carl is reported to have said, "The greatest power man could produce
is through supplication and worship. Such a power acts like gravity whose existence is
real and touchable. In our medical life we have come across patients who were not
treated through medicines but were cured through supplication and worship. The
secret behind this is the fact that man uses his meager power and strength and
extends it into an immense power. When we are worshipping or are engaged in
supplication we are connecting ourselves with an eternal power that is in charge of all
creation. We beg that power to look for our needs. Such a pleading removes our

[difficulties and magnifies our power"[512

It is for this reason that the Prophet (s) has introduced supplication as a believer's
:weapon, the pillar of the religion, the light of the skies and the earth

[513 " ] ضِرلاَاو تِاومَّسلا  رُوُنو  نِیِّدلا  دُومُعَوَ  نِِمؤمُلا  حُلاسِ  ءُاعُّدلا  "

:And Imam Ali (s) calls supplication as the key to victory and salvage

In Komeyl supplication he introduces supplication as a means for the strengthening of
the body and mind and as an agent to serve both God and people and a means for a

.journey towards Heaven

حَرَساَ یّتحَ  کَِتمَدخِِب  لِاصِتلاا  یف  مَاودَلاوَ  کَِتیَشْخَ  یف  َّدجِلا  یَِل  بهَو  یحِِناوجَ  هِمَیزِعَلا  یلعَ  ددُشْاوَ  یحِرِاوجَ  کَِتمَدخِِ  یلع  ِّوقَ  "
قَاتَشاو نَیزِرِابلا  یف  کَیَلِا  عَرِسُاو  نَیقِِباَّسلا  نِیدِایمَ  یف  کَیَلِا 
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" نَیِنِمؤمُلا عَمَ  كَرِاوجِ  یف  عَمِتَجاو  نَیِنِقومُلا  هَفَاخمَ  کَفَاخاَو  نَیصِِلخمُلا  َّوندُ  کَنِم  وَُنداَو  نَیِقاتَشمُلا  یف  کَیَلِا 

Strengthen my limbs to serve you, fortify my determination, help me fear you and be"
at your service so that I could be among frontiers and be among those who haste to
reach you and get close to you and fear you the way true believers fear you and be

[among believers around you".[514

Persuasion Towards Supplication and Worship

Because of the miraculous effects of supplication and worship, they have always been
emphasized by God, Prophets and God's men. At one point the Holy Qur’an considers

:supplication as a means for the value of people

 " مْکُؤُاعَدُ اَلوَْل  یِّبرَ  مْکُِب  أُبَْعیَ  امَ  لُْق 

Say: My lord would not care for you were it not for your prayer".[515] At another place"
God orders people to call upon Him and He will answer them and if they refuse to do

:so they will answer them and if they refuse to do so they will go to Hell

 " نَیرِخِادَ مََّنهَجَ  نَوُلخُدْیَسَ  یِتدَابَعِ  نْعَ  نَورُِبکْتَسْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  مْکَُل  بْجِتَسْأَ  یِنوعُدْا  مْکُُّبرَ  لَاقَوَ  "

And your Lord says: Call upon Me, I will answer you; surely those who are too proud“
[for My service shall soon enter hell abased”.[516

The Prophet (s) considers supplication as the best weapon against the enemy and the
.best means to get sustenance

حَلاسـِ َّناِف  راهَّنلاو  لِیلَلاِب  مکَُّبرَ  نَوعُدتـَ  لاق : هللا  لَوسُرَ  ای  یلَب  اولاقَ  مکُقَازَراَ ؟ ُّردُِـیو  مکُِئادَـعاَ  نِم  مکُیجِنُی  حٍلاسـِ  یلعَ  مکُُّلدُاَ  لااَ  "
" ءاعُّدلا نِمؤمُلا 

Should I not lead you to have a weapon which could protect you against your"
enemies?” They
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said: Yes, O messenger of Allah”. Then he said: “Pray God, day and night, because the
[weapon of a believer is the prayer."[517

Some people assume that the world is solely based on cause and effect factors.
Therefore, they think, there is no room in the Divine destiny for prayer and
supplication. They, however, ignore the fact that supplication is among cause and
effect factors. This assumption is rejected in numerous traditions including the

:following which is narrated from Imam as-Sadiq (s) by Zurara

دَهِتَجتَو ءِاعُّدلاِب  غَِلابُت  ناَ  رِدَقـَلاو  ءِاضقَلاِب  کَُنامیِا  کَعُنَمیَ  یِنعیَ لا  امَّنِا  هرَارزُ : لَاق  هُنِم  غَرُِف  دْقـَ  رَملأا  َّنِا  لقُتَ : لاو  َّلجَوَّزعَ  هللا  عُدُا  "

" هِیِف

[Call God. Let not your faith in destiny hinder you from engaging in supplication".[518"

:Abdollah Ibn Senan says that he has heard Imam Sadiq (s) saying

لاِّا َّلجَوَّزعَ  هللا  دَْـنعِ  امَ  لُانَُی  لاو  هٍجَاحَ  ِّلکُ  حُاجَنو  هٍمَحْرَ  ِّلکُ  حُاتَفِم  هَُّناِفَ  ءِاعُّدـلا  نَِم  رِثکْافَ  اًمارْبِا  مَرِْبُا  امـَ  دَـعَب  ءَاضـَقَلا  ُّدرُیَ  ءُاعُّدـلا  "

" هِِبحِاصَِل حُتَْفُی  ناَ  کُشَوُی  لاِا  هُعُرْقَ  رُُثکیَ  بٌاَب  سَیَل  هَُّنِاو  ءِاعُّدلاِب 

Supplication expels divine disasters. Therefore, engage yourself in prayer and“
supplication excessively since it is the key to any good and the fulfillment of all needs.
It is the supplication which brings forth assets for us. There is no door which remains

[shut if you knock on it".[519

Since the supplication is among the world cause and effect factors; therefore, you
.should always call God

:The Prophet (s) has said

هللا لُوقُیَفَ  اًدحِاو ؟ انُلمَعَ  نَاکو  هُتَیطعا  امِب  ِّبر  ای  لُوقُیَفَ  هقَوفَ ، هُبَحِاصَ  امَهُدَحَاَ  يریَفَ  اًدحِاو  لاًمَعَ  نِلامَْعیَ  اناکَ  نِلاجُرَ  هََّنجَلا  لِخُدیَ  "

ملو ینَلأسَ  یلاعتو : كَرابتَ 
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" ینلأستَ

Two men whose actions are identical enter the paradise, but one of them has a “
better status. The man then asks: O God! How come he has got a better situation
when our actions are identical? God replies: He asked and called me, but you did not”.

[[520

:Imam Baqir (s) has said

" هُدَنعِ ام  بَلَطُیو  لَأسُی  ناَ  ُّبحُِی  هُرُکذِ  َّلجَ  هللا  َّنِا  هِسِفنَِل  کَِلذ  َّبحَاوَ  هَِلأسمَلا  یف  ضٍْعَب  یلعَ  مهُضَعَب  سِاَّنلا  حَاحلِا  هَرِکَ  هللا  َّنِِا  "

God would not like people to call other people for help, but He prefers people to call“
[Him and ask Him to give them what they need”.[521

:He has also said

" هَُل اهاضقَ  لاِّا  هِِتجَاحَ  یف  َّلجَوَّزعَ  اللهِا  یلعَ  نٌِمؤُم  دٌْبعَ  ُّحِلُی  اللهِاو لا  "

I swear by God that when a true believer insistently asks God for anything, God will“
[supply him with what he wants.[522

In this regard, of course, there is no difference between big needs and small ones.
,Imam Baqir (s) has also said

" مهَُلأسا اللهِا  یلِا  نَیِنِمؤمُلا  َّبحَا  َّناِف  مکُجِِئاوحَ  نِم  اًریغِصَ  اورِّقحَُت  "لا 

Do not belittle your small needs because the dearest believers are those who ask the“
[most:.[523

(: God has told Prophet Moses (s

" کَِنیجِعَ حَلِمو  کَِتاش  فَلَعَ  یّتحَ  هِیلِا  جُاتحتَ  ام  َّلکُ  یِنْلسَ  "

All what you need, ask me for it, even the grass for the sheep or salt for your foods”.“
[[524

God will not need anything, Nor does he need any recommender
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:Since God dominates all creatures and is closer to them even than they themselves

[525 " ] هِِبْلقَوَ ءِرْمَْلا  نَْیَب  لُوحُیَ  هََّللا  َّنأَ  دیرِوَلا  لِْبحَ  نِم  هِیَلِا  بُرَقاَ  نُحَنو  "

and since we are nearer to him than his life-vein "(And know that) Allah intervenes “…

between man
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". and his heart

Therefore God hears people's supplication and prayers even if they are offered in
whisper form, let alone their loud prayers. He is aware of the intentions of all. He does
not suffer from any kind of jealousy. There is no need for a servant or mediator to

:connect people with God. Allah says

" نَودُشُرْیَ مْهَُّلعََل  یِب  اوُنِمؤُْیْلوَ  یِل  اوُبیجِتَسْیَْلفَ  یِناعَدَ  اذَإِ  یعِاَّدلا  هَوَعْدَ  بُیجِأُ  بٌیرِقَ  یِّنإِفَ  یِّنعَ  يدِابَعِ  کََلأَسَ  اذَإِوَ  "

And when my servants asks you concerning Me, then surely I am very near; I answer“
the prayer of the supplication when he calls on Me, so they should answer My call and

[believe in Me that they may walk in the right way”.[526

Thus, if God has led us towards "means of nearness"[527] and has let the
interceder[528] to intercede with Him, it is not because the asking of the believers will

[affect God, but it is a sign of the believers' attainment of perfection.[529

The conditions for the Acceptance of supplication and prayers

In accordance with God’s promises, God accepts every supplication and prayers of
the believers. But not every supplication is accepted under any kind of conditions. In

.some circumstances they are accepted, in others they are rejected

The physical and spiritual Readiness . 1

The first condition for the acceptance of supplication and prayers is the believer’s
physical and spiritual readiness; the time and place also should be appropriately

.selected: midnight and at the dawn, for instance

There is a tradition narrated from Imam Sadiq (s) which states that God has told
(: Moses (s

نِمو عَوضُخُلا  کَِندََب  نِمو  عَوشُخُلا  کَِبلقَ  نِم  یِل  بْهَ  نارمعِ  نَْب  ای  "
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" اًبیجُِم اًبیرِقَ  یِندُجِتَ  کََّناِف  لِیلَّلا  مِلَظُ  یف  یِنعُدْاو  عَوُمُّدلا  کَِنیعَ 

O son of Imran, call me at night with a humble heart and body and weeping eyes.“
[Then you will find me very near and I will accept your supplication."[530

Nouf al-Bekali says: One night I saw Imam Ali (s), who had left his bed, and was
looking at the stars and told me: O Nouf, are you awake or asleep? I replied I was

:awake, He then said

O Nouf, Prophet David (s) woke up at such an hour saying: At this time any kind of
supplication and prayer will be accepted unless the performer of the supplication is a
tax official for a tyrant governor, or he is his secret spy or his policeman or a musical

[player of tambour or an entertainer".[531

The Avoidance of sins

The other condition for the acceptance of the prayer and supplication is the taking
distance with sins. It is because most sins draw a thick curtain on the way of the

:acceptance of prayers. We observe this in the Komeyl supplication

" ءاعُّدلا سُِبحتَ  یتَّلا  بَوُنذُلا  یَِل  رفِغا  َّمهُلّلا  "

”. O God! Forgive my sins that invalidate invocation“

Ayatollah Kalbasi mentions the sins which hinder the supplication and prayers to be
accepted: suspicion, quarrel with brethren, delaying the performance of prayers, the

[parents’ dissatisfaction with children.[532

:He, then, reports the following poem from Moulawi

,The smell of haughtiness, of greed, and of excessive need

;In the speech will show themselves like onion

,If you swear that you have not taken onion

;That you have stopped taking onion and garlic
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When you open
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,you mouth to swear

;The smell of these will surely betray you

,Then your prayers will be rejected for the lies you told

;Your tongue is not in harmony with your heart

,That supplication will be rejected

;It will not find acceptance

,If your intention is straight, but your speech not straight

;This distortion of speech is accepted by God

,But if your intention is not straight but your speech is all right

.That sort of intention is worth nothing

The purity of Foods

As we know our prayers and actions stem from a power which is based on foods. If
these foods are gained illegally, our prayers are not clean and as a consequence they

.are not accepted

:The great Prophet (s) has said

" هُبَسَکمَو هُمَعَطمَ  بِّیطَُیلفَ  هُؤُاعدُ  بَاجتَسُی  ناَ  َّبحَا  نمَ  "

If you want your prayers to be acceptable, your foods and businesses should be"
[permissible"[533

In response to somebody who had said he wanted his prayers to be accepted, the
:Prophet (s) said

" مَارحلا کَِنطَب  یف  لخِدُت  لاو  کَلَکَأم  رِّهطَ  "
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Let your food be permissible (halal) and do not fill your stomach with impermissible"
[(haram) foods."[534

:He said also

" اًمویَ نَیعَبراَ  هَُل  بُاجتَسُت  امف  اًمارحَ  هِیِف  یلِا  هَمَقلُّلا  عُفَریَ  لَجُرَلا  َّناِف  کَُتوَعدَ  بُاجتَسُت  کَبَسکَ  بطِا  "

Purify your business for your prayers to be accepted. This is because if you eat a"
mouthful of illegally-gained food your prayers might not be accepted for forty days"

[[535

:Imam Sadiq (s) has said

هُدَـنعِ وا  مٌارحَ  هِِنطَب  یفو  دٍـبعَ  ءُاعدُ  هِیَلِا  عُفَرُی  هللا لا  َّنِاو  سِاّنلا  مِلاظمَ  نِم  جرُخیَِلو  هبَـسکَ  بِّیطَُیلفَ  هَُل  بَاجتَـسُی  ناَ  مکُدُحـَاَ  دَاراَ  اذِا  "
" هِقِلخَ نِم  دٍحَلا  هٌمَلظمَ 

If anybody of you wishes his prayers be“
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accepted, he should try to practice permissible business and pay people what he
owes them. This is because a believer's prayers are not accepted unless his stomach

[is clean from illegal foods and he does not owe anybody"[536

The Possibility and contingency of a deed

Among the conditions set for prayers to be acceptable are the possibility of the
occurrence of the actions and the contingency of the desired action. Imam Ali (s) has

:said

" ُّلحِیَ لاو  نُوکُیَلا  امَ  لأستَ  ءاعُّدلا لا  بَحَاصَ  ای  "

O the performer of supplication, do not ask for anything not attainable and not"
[feasible".[537

The Hindrances on the way of accepting supplication

Although God is kind towards the believers and hears their overt and covert prayers
and has promised to answer their calls, there are factors which may cause the

:prayers not to be accepted. Among these factors are the following

Sins . 1

The indulgence of sins may be a factor for the rejection of a prayer. Imam Sadiq (s) is
reported to have said, "Musa Ibn Imran (s) was passing by one of his followers who
was prostrating. After some time he was still prostrating. Musa told him: If I could, I

.would satisfy your needs

,At this moment God revealed to him

" ُّبحُِا ام  یلِا  هُرَکْاَ  امّعَ  لََّوحتَیَ  یّتحَ  هُُتلِبقَ  ام  هُقُُنعُ  عَطِقَنیَ  یّتحَ  دَجَسَ  ول  "

I will not accept his prayers even if he engages in prostrating till his neck breaks. I will“
accept his prayers if he stops doing what I hate and turn towards doing things which I

[like"[538

Injustice . 2
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One of the factors which hinder the acceptance of prayers is the injustice
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done to others. In the book Ehtejaj there is a tradition narrated from Imam Sadiq (s)
:depicting this truth

لاق هرُصُنیَ  لافَ  هودعَ  یلع  هرَصُنیَِل  مَوُلظمَلاو  هَُل  بُاجُی  لاو  هُوعُدیَ  َّرطَضمُلا  يرَن  دقو  مکَُل ؟ بجِتَساَ  یِنوعُدُا  هللا  لُوقُیَ  سَیَلاَ  لَئَسَ  هَُّنِا  "
ءَلابَلا هُنعَ  فَرَصـَو  هَُل  بَاجتـسا  اعد  اذاف  ُّقحَِمُلا  اَّماو  بَوُتیَ  ناَ  یلا  دٌودُرمَ  هُؤُاعدُف  مِلاظَلا  اَّما  هَُل  بَاجتَـسا  لاِّا  دٌحاَ  هوعُدیـَ  ام  کَحَیو 
" هُنعَ تکَسِمُا  هُاطعا  نِا  هللا  رَیخَ  دُبعَلا  لَأَسَ  يذَّلا  رُملاا  نکُیَ  مل  نِاو  هیلِا  هِِتجَاح  مِویَِل  لاًیزِجَ  اًباوَث  هَُل  رَخََّدا  وا  هُمُلَعیَ  ثُیحَ لا  نِم 

He was asked: Doesn't God tell the believers to call Him and He will answer? And this“
is when we see depressed people pray and do not get any answer, and we see the
suppressed ones who ask God for the victory over the enemy, but they do not receive

.any help

Imam Sadiq (s) replied: you are wrong. Anybody who calls Him will get an answer. But
a tyrant's prayer is rejected till he repents. When a rightful person prays, he will
receive an answer and the disaster is diverted from him and he does not notice. But
when believers pray and ask for something which is not suitable, for them, God will

[not answer."[539

When Natural factors are not considered . 3

According to the Islamic traditions, prayers and supplication are specific to occasions
:when man's trials and struggles are of no use. Imam Sadiq (s) has stated

اعدَفـَ هٌأرمِا  هَُل  تَناکَ  لٌجُرَوَ  بِلَطَلاِب ، كَرُمآ  مَلاَ  هَل : لُاقُیفَ  یِنقزُرا  َّمهُلّلا  لُوقُیَ  هِِِتیَب  یف  سٌلاجَ  لٌجر  هٌوَعدَ : مهل  بُاجتَـسُت  ـلا  هٌعََبرأ  "

اهیلَعَ
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كَرُمآ مَلاَ  دِاصَِتقلاِاِب ، كَرُمآ  مَلاَ  هَُل : لُاـقُیفَ  یِنقزُرا  َّمهُلّلا  لَوقُیَفَ  فَرَـساَفَ  لٌامـَ  هَُل  نَاکـَ  لٌجـُرَوَ  کَـیَلِا ، اـهرَماَ  لعـَجاَ  مَلاَ  هَل : لُاـقُیفَ 
" هِدَاهشلاِب كَرُمآ  ملاَ  هَُل : لُاقُیفَ  هٍنَِّیَب  رِیغَِب  هَُنادَافَ  لٌامَ  هَُل  نَاکَ  لٌجرَوَ  حِلاَصلاِاِب ،... 

:There are four groups whose calls are not answered“

One who sits at home saying: O God, Give me daily bread. He is then told: Didn’t I
?order you to try

One who has a wife (who continuously bothers him) and prays to God to get rid of her.
?He is then told: Didn’t I give you the right of divorce

One who used to be rich, but has wasted his property and asks God to give him daily
?bread. But he is told: Didn’t I teach you the principle of economy

And one who used to have a property and wealth but has lent it to somebody else
without any receipt. Then the borrower has denied the whole issue. Then the owner
asks God to soften his heart to give back to him what he owed him. Then God says:

[Didn’t I order you to have witness when you lend anything to any body”.[540

Considering the fact that the world is based on the cause and effect principle, it is
useless to lie under a date-tree and keep your mouth open in order for the dates to
fall in your mouth. You should stand up and pick the date and chew and then swallow
it till the act of digestion takes place. This is shown in the Israeli tradition concerning

Moses who fell ill but
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:he did not take the necessary medicine. God then said

ءِایشْلاَا عَِفانمَ  رَیِقاقعَلا  عَدَواَ  نمَفَ  َّیلَعَ  کَِلُّکوتَِب  یِتمَکْحِ  لَطِبُت  ناَ  تَدْرَاَ  کََل ، هورُکَذَ  امَِب  يوادَتتَ  یّتحَ  كَؤُرِبُا  یللاجَوَ لا  یتَّزعِوَ  "

" يرِیغَ

I swear by My Magnanimity, I shall not cure you unless you take the medicine which"
Bani Israel have brought for you. Do you want to destroy my philosophy of creation by
using the expression "I resort to you"? Who other than Me Has put these benefits in

[the herbs?”[541

The reasons of Delaying responding to supplication

Sometimes the supplication of a person will not be answered quickly for the following
:reasons

a) The qualification for the acceptance of the supplication is still absent in the person.
.This qualification is only obtained through the person’s struggle and perseverance

:Concerning this issue, Imam Ali (s) in the above letter has stated

" هَّیِنلا رِدَقَ  یلع  هََّیطِعَلا  َّناِف  هِِتَباجِا  ءُاطبِا  کََّنطَِنقُی  لافَ  "

Never get discouraged because of the delay in the acceptance of a supplication"
". because God’s generosity is proportional with the believer’s intention

b) If the supplication is not answered immediately, he may try to be more qualified. In
that case he will get more reward for his endeavors. God has not answered to this
person’s call in order for the man to be more qualified. Imam Ali (s), in this regard,

:says

هُنِم اًریخَ  تَیِتواو  هُاطعُت  لافَ  اًئیشـَ  تَلأسَ  امَبرُوَ  لِملآا  ءِاطعَِل  لَزَجْاوَ  لِِئاسَلا  رِجلأ  مَظَعاَ  کَِـلذَ  نَوکُیَِل  هَُباجـَلاِِا  کَـنعَ  ترَِّخُا  اـمَّبرُو  "

" لاًجِآ وا  لاًجِاع 

Sometimes there is a delay in the answer to your call in order for you to receive more“
reward. Sometimes you ask God for something which
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is not given you immediately. But later you will receive a better reward either here or
”. in the hereafter

c) Sometimes the desired object is not to the benefit of the asking person both in this
world and in the other. Examples are: social position, wealth, children, and the like. In
such cases God will not answer the call since He is generous towards the person.

:Regarding this, Imam Ali (s) states in this letter

" هتَیِتوُا وَل  کَِنیدِ  كُلاهَ  هِیِف  هُتَبلَطَ  دقَ  رٍماَ  َّبرُلَفَ  کََل  رٌیخَ  وَهُ  امَِل  کَنعَ  فَرِصُ  واَ  "

Your desire is not fulfilled because of a better reward. This is because sometimes"
you are given something which might destroy your faith." Thus, your desired thing
should be something whose beauty could stay with you and whose nastiness should
stay away from you. Wealth is something, for instance, that will not stay for you and

.you will not stay for it, either

The Access to Repentance and its role in correcting the sinner

Since one of the requirements for the acceptance of our supplication is the state of
.being innocent, Imam Ali (s) in this letter emphasizes on repentance

:He points out the following issues

God did not deny your right of Repentance . 1

Because of this animal/angel nature, man may commit sins in his selection of good-
bad affairs. If there were not a way to repent for man, he would get completely
destroyed. In that case, a guilty person might think since there is no way for him to
cleanse himself of his guilts, he might continue his evil-doings and might tell himself

"If I want to go to
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hell, let me go there like a man." This kind of attitude would hinder man to arrive at
.the perfection which is important in the philosophy of creation

For this reason God has opened a door to this group of people to return to Him
:through the door which Imam Zeynol Abedin (s) talks about in Ta’ebin prayer

لَوخُدُ لَفَغاَ  نمَ  رُذعُ  امَف  [ 542  ] احًوصَُن هًَبوْتَ  هَِّللا  یَلإِ  اوُبوُت  تَلقُفَ : هََبوتَلا  هُتَیَّمسـَ  كَوِْفعَ  یلِا  اًباَب  كَدِابـَعِِل  تَحتَفَ  يذَِّلا  تَناَ  یهِلِا  "

" هِحِتفَ دَعَب  بِابَلا 

O My God! You have opened a door to chastity for your believers and have called it"
repentance and have said: Come back to God and repent a pure repentance. Now,

[what is the excuse of those who neglect entering this door?"[543

Thus, in Islam, a sinner can repent and there are no heavy conditions for his
:repentance and he also is addressed not to despair but to return to God

یَلإِ اوُبیِنأَوَ  مُیحَِّرلا  رُوفُغَْلا  وَهُ  هَُّنإِ  اعًیمِجَ  بَوُنُّذـلا  رُفِْغیَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  هَِّللا  هِمَحْرَ  نِْم  اوطُنَْقتَ  اَل  مْهِسـِفُْنأَ  یلَعَ  اوُفرَسـْأَ  نَیذَِّلا  يدِابَعِ  ایـَ  لُْـق  "

هًتَْغَب بُاذَعَلا  مْکُیَِتأْیَ  نْأَ  لِْبقَ  نِْم  مْکُِّبرَ  نِْم  مْکُْیَلإِ  لَزِْنأُ  امَ  نَسَحْأَ  اوعُِبَّتاوَ  نَورُصَْنُت  اَل  َّمُث  بُاذَعَْلا  مْکُیَِتأْیَ  نْأَ  لِْبقَ  نِْم  هَُل  اومُِلسْأَوَ  مْکُِّبرَ 
" نَورُعُشْتَ اَل  مُْتْنأَوَ 

Say: O my servants, who have acted extravagantly against their own souls, do not“
despair of the mercy of Allah; surely Allah forgives the faults altogether; surely He is
the forgiving, the Merciful. And return to your Lord time after time and submit to Him

before there comes to you the punishment, then you shall not be
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helped. And follow the best that has been revealed to you from your Lord before
there comes to you the punishment all of a sudden while you do not even

[perceive.”[544

(: And this return is so favorable that we read in one tradition from Imam Baqir (s

" اهَدجَوَفَ ءَامَلظَ  هٍلَیَل  یف  هُدَازَوَ  هُتَلَحِار  َّلضَاَ  لٍجُرَ  نِم  هِدِبعَ  هَِبوتَِب  اًحرَفَ  ُّدشَاَ  یلاعتَ  هللا  َّنِا  "

God becomes happier than the passenger who has lost his horse and provisions in"
the desert in a dark night and then finds them by chance"; and even despair from

.being forgiven is enumerated as a big sin

There is still time for repenting . 2

Man should not procrastinate his repenting to open his eyes suddenly and confront
the Death Angel while his shoulder is under heavy sins. His delay might be the result of
his ignorance (due to instincts and untamable desires and their dominance over man's
reasoning and faith) and not to the factor of aggression. In such cases, he has time to
repent and God is not in a hurry to revenge the worldly wrong-doings here or in the

:Hereafter.[545] God says

" امًیکِحَ امًیِلعَ  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  هَُّللا  بُوُتیَ  کَِئَلوْأُفَ  بٍیرِقَ  نِْم  نَوُبوُتیَ  َّمُث  هٍَلاهَجَِب  ءَوُّسلا  نَوُلمَْعیَ  نَیذَِّلِل  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  هَُبوَّْتلا  امََّنإِ  "

Repentance with Allah is only for those who do evil in ignorance, then turn to Allah“
soon, so these it is to whom Allah turns mercifully, and Allah is ever knowing, Wise”.

[[546

:On the other hand, God rejects repentance at the time of death

یِّنإِ لَاقَ  تُوْمَْلا  مْهُدَحَأَ  رَضَحَ  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  تِائَِّیَّسلا  نَوُلمَْعیَ  نَیذَِّلِل  هَُبوَّْتلا  تْسَْیَلوَ  "
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" امًیِلأَ اًباذَعَ  مْهَُل  اَندْتَعْأَ  کَِئَلوْأُ  رٌاَّفکُ  مْهُوَ  نَوُتومُیَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَلوَ  نَآْلا  تُْبُت 

And repentance is not for those who go on doing evil deeds, until when death comes“
to one of them, he says: Surely now I repent; nor for those who die while they are
[unbelievers. These are they for whom we have prepared a painful chastisement”.[547

:In traditions, we read that the Prophet (s) has said

" هُتََبوتَ هللا  لَِبقَ  نَیَاعُی  ناَ  لَبقَ  بَات  نمَ  "

[Any body who repents prior to his death, God will accept his repentance”.[548“

,The Prophet, on the other hand, has said

" هٌَبوتَ لِهِاجَلِل  تَناکوَ  هٌَبوتَ  مِِلاعلِل  نکُیَ  مَل  هِِترَجُنحُ  یلِا  هِدِیَِب  يوهاوَ  هِذِهَ  سُفَّنلا  تِغلََب  اذَِا  "

When the soul arrived here-he pointed at his throat- there is no repentance for a“
[scholar who denies religion, but there is repentance for an ignorant person”.[549

Thus, the possibility of repentance prior to death is a sign of God's kindness and is
indicative of the fact that God wishes to save any sinner from his sin and has left the

.door of repentance open

In accepting Repentance, God is not strict . 3

Although God is strict towards those who aggressively indulge in wrong-doings and
:would not pardon them

[551 " ] هرَیَ ارشَ  هٍَّرذَ  لَاقَْثِم  لْمَْعیَ  نْمَوَ  [ 550  ] ادًحَأَ کَُّبرَ  مُِلظْیَ  اَلوَ  ارًضِاحَ  اوُلمِعَ  امَ  اودُجَوَوَ  "

And what they had done they shall find present (there); and your Lord does not deal“
”. unjustly with any one”. “And he who has done an atom's weight of evil shall see it

He will, however, be generous towards those who regret their wrong deeds and have
turned towards
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.God

" امًیحِرَ ارًوفُغَ  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  تٍانَسَحَ  مْهِِتائَِّیسَ  هَُّللا  لُِّدبَُی  کَِئَلوْأُفَ  احًِلاصَ  الًمَعَ  لَمِعَوَ  نَمَآوَ  بَاتَ  نْمَ  اَّلإِ  "

Except him who repents and does a good deed; so these are they of whom Allah“
[changes the evil deeds to good ones; and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful”.[552

" امًیظِعَ ارًجْأَ  هُْندَُل  نِْم  تِؤُْیوَ  اهَْفعِاضَُی  هًنَسَحَ  نْکُتَ  نْإِوَ  هٍَّرذَ  لَاقَْثِم  مُِلظْیَ  اَل  هََّللا  َّنإِ  "

Surely Allah does not do injustice to the weight of an atom, and if it is a good deed He“
[multiplies it and gives from Himself a great reward”.[553

:Since repentance is a suitable action, God will carry out His promise

" نَومُلَظُْی اَل  مْهُوَ  اهَلَْثِم  اَّلإِ  يزَجُْی  الَفَ  هِئَِّیَّسلاِب  ءَاجَ  نْمَوَ  اهَِلاثَْمأَ  رُشْعَ  هُلَفَ  هِنَسَحَْلاِب  ءَاجَ  نْمَ  "

Whoever brings a good deed, he shall have ten like it, and whoever brings an evil“
deed, he shall be recompensed only with the like of it, and they shall not be dealt with

[unjustly”.[554

This fact shows that God is lenient towards those who repent and rewards those who
.stop carrying out sins. This is another way for sinners to be absorbed by God

The Conditions For the perfect Repentance

At the end of this discussion, it is necessary to point out one important issue: As we
understand the term repentance involves a sinner's regret for what is previously done

.and a decision for not doing it again. Such repentance obliviates the past record

But in some other traditions there are some restrictions such as the payment of what
:a person owes others. Such a restriction is seen in Nahjol Balagha

، کَُّمُا کَتلَکََث  هللا :) رُفِِغتَسا   ) هِِترَضحَِب لاق  لٍِئاقل  ملاسلا  هیلع  نیِنِمؤمُلا  رُیماَ  لَاق  "
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كِرتَ یلع  مُزعَلا  یناثلاو  یـضمَ ، ام  یلع  مدَنَلا  اهُلَّوا  نٍاعمَ : هُتَسـِ  یلع  عٌِقاو  مٌسِا  وَهُو  نَییّلعِلا ، هُجَرَدَ  رُافغِتـسلاِا  رُافَغِتـسلاا ؟ امَ  يرِدتَا 
هٍضـَیرِفَ ِّلکُ  یلا  دَهـَعتَ  ناَ  عُِبارلاو  هٌعَِبتَ ، کَیلعَ  سَیَل  سَلَماَ  هللا  یقَلتَ  یّتحَ  مهُقَوقُحُ  نَیِقوُلخمَلا  یلا  يِّدؤُت  ناَ  ثُلاثلاو  اًدَـبا ، هِیَلِا  دِوعَلا 

أشَنیَو مِظعَلاِب  دَلجِلا  قَصِلتَ  یّتحَ  نُازحلاا  هُُبیذُِتفَ  تحسلا  یلع  تَبََن  يذَّلا  مِحَّللا  یلا  دَهَعتَ  ناَ  سُِماخلاو  اهَّقحَ ، يِّدؤُتفَ  اهتَعَّیضَ  کَیلَعَ 
". هللا رُفِغتَسا  لُوقُتَ : کَِلذ  دَنعِفَ  هِیَصِعمَلا  هَوَلاحَ  هُتَقذاَ  امک  هِعَاطلا  مَلاَ  مَسجِلا  قَیذُِت  ناَ  سُداسلاو  دٌیدِجَ ، مٌحَل  اهنَیَب 

Somebody used the expression "Estaqforollah" (I ask Allah to forgive me) in front of“
Imam Ali (s). Imam Ali (s) said: May your mother weep on you! Do you realize the
meaning of this expression? This word is used by great men and it includes six phases:
First: repentance from the previous acts; second: a decision to leave the wrong-doing
and to return to good deeds; third, to return to people their rights; fourth, to
compensate for those prayers you have not carried out. Fifth, the flesh you have got
through illegally- gained money should be thrown out of your body; sixth, you should
taste the hardships of obedience proportional with the amount of pleasures you have

[tasted. Then, you will be allowed to use the expression "Estaqforollah".[555

Similar statements are observed in traditions which are apparently in contrast with
the ease of repentance that we have been discussing so far. Thus, our scholars have
tried to set forth a kind of compromise among these apparent contradictions. One of

these scholars is al-Majlissi. He mentioned a
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:tradition narrated from Imam Ali (s) saying

" هَِبوتَلا لِامکَ  طِِئارشَ  نِم  نیمِِّلکَتَمُلا  رِوهُمجُ  دَنعِ  نِیَلَّولاا  يوسِ  ام  "

For scholars repenting from the past doings and return from evil–doings is among“
[the perfect conditions of repentance and not among the principal conditions”.[556

:Allama in his Description of Tajrid says, concerning this

Affairs such as compensation for the lost prayers or the payment of people's rights"
are among the extra conditions on repentance and are not included in the essence of
repentance. Later on, if the person did not carry on the lost prayers and did not pay
people's rights, these will be considered as the shunning of one's tasks which entails

[new punishments and which is not related to the principle of repentance".[557

14

هِرخِلآا یلِا  قٍیرطَو  هٍغَلُب  رِادَوَ  هٍعَلقَ  یف  کََّنِاو  هِایحَلِل  تِومَلِلو لا  ءِاقَبَلِل  ءِانفَلِل لا  اینُّدـلِل و  ـلا  هِرخِـلآل  تَقِلخُ  اـمَّنِا  کََّناَ  َّینَُب  اـی  ملَعاو  "

هٍئّیسـَ لٍاحَ  یلع  تَناوَ  كَرَدََب  نِا  رٍذَحَ  یلعَ  هُنِم  نکُفَ  هکُرِدُم  هَُّناَ  َّدُبلاو  هُُبِلاطَ  هُُتوفُیَ  لاو  هُُبرِاهَ  هُنِم  وجُْنیَ  يذَِّلا لا  تِومَلا  دُیرِطَ  کََّنِاو 
.کَسَفَن تَکلَهاَ  دقَ  تَناَ  اذَاِفَ  کَِلذَ  نَیَبوَ  کَنَیَب  لَوحیَفَ  هَِبوتَلاِب  اهنِم  کَسَفَن  ثُِّدحَُت  تَنکُ  دقَ 

كَرَزاَ هَُل  تَددَشَوَ  كَرذَحَ  هُنِم  تَذْخاَ  دقَوَ  کَیَتأیَ  یّتحَ  هِیَلِا  تِومَلا  دَعَب  یضِفُتو  هِیلعَ  مُجِهتَ  امَ  رِکذِوَ  تِومَلا  رِکذِ  نِم  رِثکا  َّینَُب  ای 
اهَسـَْفَن کََل  تْعََنو  اهَنعَ  هللا  كَاّبَن  دقـَفَ  اهیلَعَ  مهِِبُلاکتَوَ  اهیَلِا  اینٌّدـلا  لِهاَ  دِلاخِا  نِم  يرتَ  امَِب  َّرتَغتَ  ناَ  كَاّیِاو  كَرَهَبیَفَ  هًتَغَب  کَیَتایَ  لاوَ 
اهرَیغِصَ اهرُیِبکَ  رُهَْقیَو  اهَلَیِلذَ  اهزُیزِعَ  لُکُأیَوَ  اًضعَب  مهُضـُعَب  ُّرهِیَ  هٌیَرِاضَ  عٌابسـِوَ  هٌیَواعَ  بٌلاکِ  اهُلهاَ  امَّناِف  اهیوِاسمَ  نعَ  کََل  تفَّشکَتَو 

حُورُسَ اهَلوهُجمَ ، تبَکِرَوَ  اهَلوقُعُ  تَّْلضَاَ  دْقَ  هٌلَمَهُم  يرَخُاوَ  هٌلََّقعُم  مٌعَِن 
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اوْهُاتفَ يدهُلا ، رِانمَ  نْعَ  مْهِرِاصَْباََب  تْذَخَاَوَ  یمَعَلا ، قَیرِطَ  ایْنُّدلا  مُهِِب  تْکَلَسَ  اهمُیسُِی  مٌیسـُِم  لاوَ  اهمُیقُِی  عٍار  اهَل  سَیَل  ثٍعْوَ  دٍاوِب  هٍهَاعَ 
نُاعظْلاَا تِدَرَوَ  دْقـَ  نْاَکَ  مُلاَّظلا ، رُفِسـُْی  اًدْـیوَرُ  اهَئاروَ  امَ  اوْسَُنو  اهِب  اوُبعَِلوَ  مْهِِب  تْبَعِلَفَ  اًّـبرَ  اهوْذُخـََّتاو  اـهِتمَعِن  یف  اوُقرِغَو  اـهتَرَْیحَ  یف 

" قَحَْلیَ نْاَ  عَرَسْاَ  نمَ  کُشِوُْی 

My son! Be aware that you are born for the Hereafter, not for this world, for fatality,“
not for life in this world, for death not for life. Be aware you are in a house from which
you may depart at any moment. You are living in a shelter where you should provide
your provisions. You are on the way to eternity; you are being driven by death, the

.death from which nobody may escape: death finally catches us all

Be aware of the death. Be prepared for it. Do not let yourself in a condition where
death could surprise you. Sometimes you tell yourself you would repent but death
could come between you and your repentance: in such a position you have destroyed

.yourself

My son! Remember death a lot, because it is the event you are approaching. Be well-
prepared for death. Do not let death to catch you without having prepared yourself

.ahead of time

My son! Take guard against falling in love with material things of this world. Never get
proud. God has already let you know of this world. World-mongers are like dogs which
bark all the time. They are like beasts which might tear one another apart at any

moment. The tyrants annihilate the poor, the elders
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destroy the young. They are like beasts whose legs are fettened. They have lost the
right tracks. They are taking wrong steps. They are left in a desert replete with pests.

.They are walking on sand-dunes. They lack any guide to protect them

The world has put them in an unknown land; it has deprived them of the road-signs.
They are left in the perplexities of life alone. They are drowned in the worldly assets.
They have adopted these assets as their owners. The world is playing with them and
they are being played with the world. They have forgotten beyond this world.
Remember: The ones who haste to reach the caravan are more successful than the

”. rest

Description14

description 14

In this letter by Imam Ali (s) there are some educational points concerning the
philosophy of creation, man's readiness for death, a picture of the world and the

:world-worshippers. These points are taken up separately in the following sections

The Philosophy of Man's Creation . 1

From the viewpoint of the Holy Qur’an, the philosophy of man's creation is sometimes
:based on Allah's generosity and magnanimity

" مْهُقَلَخَ کَِلذَِلوَ  کَُّبرَ  مَحِرَ  نْمَ  اَّلإِ  نَیفِِلتَخُْم  نَوُلازَیَ  اَلوَ  هًدَحِاوَ  هًَّمأُ  سَاَّنلا  لَعَجََل  کَُّبرَ  ءَاشَ  وَْلوَ  "

And if your lord had pleased He would certainly have made people a single nation,"
[and they shall continue to differ".[558

And sometimes the philosophy of man's creation is introduced as a way for man to
.see God's traits and magnificent powers and His domination over all creatures

ِّلکُِب طَاحَأَ  دْقـَ  هََّللا  َّنأَوَ  رٌیدِقـَ  ءٍیْشـَ  ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  هََّللا  َّنأَ  اومُلَْعتَِل  َّنهُنَْیَب  رُْمأَْلا  لَُّزنَتَیَ  َّنهُلَْثِم  ضِرْأَْلا  نِْموَ  تٍاوَامَسـَ  عَْبسـَ  قَلَخَ  يذَِّلا  هَُّللا  "

[559 "] امًْلعِ ءٍیْشَ 

Allah is He who created seven heavens, and of the earth the like of them; the decree"
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continues to descend among them, that you may know that Allah has power over all
." things and that Allah indeed encompasses all things in His knowledge

In another occasion, the philosophy of creation is defined as "Worship" “And I have
[not created the jinn and the men except that they should serve Me.”[560

At another occasion, the philosophy of creation is supposed to be "Trial" “Who

[created death and life that He may try you-which of you is best in deeds."[561

All of these interpretations, however, have one thing in common. Man possesses
different skills and capabilities in
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differing areas of thought, ethics and rights which could be manifested only through
programs. Thus, carrying out these programs is interpreted as worship; the way
these plans are carried out is interpreted as "trial"; the guidance of Allah in the
materialization of these aims is interpreted as God's benevolence; and the
recognition of Allah and His traits which is the main factor behind all of this collection

.(Thought, ethics, and duties) is interpreted as God's recognition

Thus, it is right to say that the philosophy of man's creation is a combination of
worship, God's benevolence, man's trial and God's recognition. And these four factors

[all lead to man's perfection.[562

But sometimes in the philosophy of man's creation there are some interpretations
.which show the direction of his perfection, and not the agent for his perfection

.This is said in Ali's letter

" هرَخِلآا یلا  قٍیرِطَو  هٍغَلُب  رِادَو  هٍعَلقَ  یف  کََّنِاو  هِایحَلِل  تِومَلِلو لا  ءِاقبَلِل  ءِانفَلِلو لا  اینُّدلِل  هِرَخِلآِل لا  تَْقِلخُ  "

You are born for the Hereafter, not for this world; for fatality, not for life in this"
world; for death, not for life. You are living in a house from which you may depart at

". any moment

In such interpretations the main issue is that man is not eternal; sooner or later he will
leave this world to live in his eternal shelter. He has to prepare provisions to make him
at ease in the other world. But what is the nature of that provision? What is going to

happen to him? These are not discussed in this letter. But one thing
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is clear: the aim is to be prepared for the Hereafter with the right form of provisions.
This is included in the philosophy of the creation of man and shows the direction of

.man towards perfection

He Warns us through a delicate simile . 2

Imam Ali (s) in this letter compares man to a game that is made run by the hunter who
is about to hunt it. And finally he is trapped. In the same way, death, like the hunter,
has made man run, only to be trapped and caught a little later. This does not depend

.on his will to either surrender or to go free

For this reason, man should be careful not to indulge in wrong-doings and not to lose
.the right of repentance. He might be willing to repent; then let he not waste his time

The Holy Qur’an talks about the Pharaoh when getting drowned. At that critical time
". he said "I believe", but God said indeed you[563] "disobeyed before

Always remember death and be prepared for it . 3

Since one day we will inevitably taste the flavor of death and will be defeated by it, we
should not destroy and annihilate one another like savage dogs and animals and be
deceived by the luxuries of this world. Let us not walk like beasts which are wandering
in the desert with no shepherd to guide us. Let us not be in a situation where we are
deprived of Imam's obedience. In such cases we might either act like those beasts
which are dominated by wrath, such as wild beasts, or we might act like those beasts
which are dominated by lusts, such as games. In both cases we might go after our
wishes and stay world-mongers. The world may make dolls out of us and we may

forget the Hereafter. In doing so, we
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might be less than beasts because we are wise and should do otherwise. Thus, we
:have to

Firstly: remember death and its consequences. The death remembrance kills lusts
and the roots of negligence and strengthens heart to believe in God's promises and
softens man's nature and breaks the flags of wishes and whims and belittles this

." world

Secondly, be prepared for death and get ready for leaving. This state of affairs
prohibits man from living like beasts and forces him to improve himself by acting out
on religion and obeying the just Imam. It is for this reason that the Great Prophet (s)

:has said

" تِومَلا لِوزُُن  لَبقَ  تِومَلِل  َّدعِتَسِا  "

[Get ready for death before it arrives"[564"

Somebody asked Imam Ali (s) "What do you mean by being prepared for death?" He
:answered

" هِیلَعَ تُومَلا  عَقَوَ  ماَ  تِومَلا  یلع  عَقَواَ  یلابُی  َّمُث لا  مرِاکمَلا  یلع  لُامِتشلاِاو  مرِاحمَلا , بِانِتجاَو  ضِِِئارفَلا  ءُاداَ  "

To perform the obligations of the religion, to avoid the forbidden things, to possess “
the best kind of ethics. Such a person will not fear death. I swear to God that son of

[Abu Talib does not fear whether he dominates death or death dominates him."[565

Imam Ali (s), in his Nahjol Balagha, always addressed his followers with the following
words: "May God bless you. Be ready to leave because there is a demand for your
leaving. Lessen your desire to stay here. Return to the other world with ample
provisions. You are to meet dreadful obstacles on your way. You have to cross them

[and then rest."[566

Thirdly: not to be deceived by
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this world because only gullibles are carried away by flashy things in this world.
Wisemen are unaffected. They realize that in this world the flowers are not
continuously fresh, neither are the lucky ones always happy. If they are happy one

:day, they are saddened the other day: The poet says

,Kesra and the golden orange, Parviz and the golden vegetable

;All have gone with the wind, all have been leveled to the ground

,Parviz would take golden vegetable to every party

;With gold, he made a garden of vegetables

,Parviz is lost now, do not say much of him

.Read where is the golden vegetables, go and read kam taraku

But the feeble-minded persons, like beasts and four-legged animals, can only see the
prey, stable and grass and lusts and enjoy being indulged in them without knowing
that the hunter and the butcher are prone to receive them and their pleasures will

.soon be over

It is for precisely this reason that The Holy Qur’an calls the world a means of deceit. It
[only could deceive the feeble minded souls, however.[567

But the true believers of God will never be deceived by the world.[568] They are
continuously at the mercy of temptations,[569] but since they are realistic, they are not
deceived by the world and they provide themselves with appropriate provisions for
the coming world. They try to learn from the world and its ups and downs. There are

:two traditions regarding this

The first tradition: Imam Ali (s) heard somebody blaming this world. Imam Ali (s) told
:him

عِودُخمَلا اهرِورُغِب  ِّرتَغمُلا  اینُّدلل  ُّماذَلا  اهُّیاَ  "
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کَِئابآ عِرِاصَمِباَ  کَتَّرغَ ؟ یتمَ  ماَ  کَتوَهتَـسا  یتمَ  کَیلَعَ ؟ همَِّرجَتَمُلا  یَهِ  ماَ  اـهیلَعَ  مِّرجتمُلا  تَناَ  اهُّمذتـَ ؟ َّمُث  اینُّدـلاب  ُّرتَغتَا  اـهِلیطِابأب ،
..؟ يرثَلا تَحتَ  کَِتاهَّمُا  عِجِاضمَِب  ماَ  یلبَلا ، نَِم 

نمَِل ینغِ  رُادَو  اهنعَ  مَهِفَ  نمَِل  هٍیِفاعَ  رُادَو  اهقَّدصَ  نمَِل  قٍدصِ  رُاد  اینُّدلا  َّنِا  کَعَرَـصمَ ، هِعِرَـصمَِبو  کَسَفَن  اینُّدـلا  هِِب  کََل  تلَّثم  دقـَو 
اهیِف اوُبسـَتَکا  هللا ، ءِاـیلواَ  رِجَتمَو  هللا ، یحوَ  طَِـبهمَو  هللا ، هِکَِئـلامَ  یّلصـَُمو  هللا  ءِاّـبحاَ  دُجِـسمَ  اـهِب ، ظَعـََّتا  نمِل  هٍظَعِومَ  رُادَو  اـهنِم  دََّوزَتَ 

" اهلَهاَو اهسَفَن  تعََنو  اهِقارغُِب  تدَانو  اهِنیبَِب  تَنذَآ  دقَوَ  اهُّمذِیَ  اذ  نمَفَ  هَّنجَلا ، اهیِف  اوحُِبرَو  هَمَحَّرلا ،

You are blaming the world while you are defeated by pride for this world. You are “
deceived by it. Should you complain of the tyrannies of the world or should the world
complain about your cruelties? When did the world deceive you? Did the world
deceive you when your father and ancestors were taken under the earth? Did the
world manifest itself in such ways? This world is the place of honesty and rightfulness
for a person who behaves honestly and is a place of health for anybody who figures it
out. It is a place of generosity for anybody who makes his provisions. It is a place of
advice for anybody who can take advice. It is the mosque for God's angels. It is a
place of God's revelation. It is a fair for men of God. They earned their paradise and

.God's benevolence here

[Who can blame the world when he has declared his separation from it?"[570

The second tradition: Imam Baqir (s) one day saw Jabber bin Abdullah al-Ansary who
:was complaining
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Imam Baqir (s) asked him: why are you so sad? Are you complaining about the world?
:Jabber answered positively. Imam Baqir (s) said

.عُومُسمَلاو مُومُشمَلاو  بُوکُرمَلاو  حُوکُنمَلاو  سُوُبلمَلاو  بُورُشمَلاو  لُوکُأملا  هٌعَبسَ : اینُّدلا  ُّذلامَ  "

تِاسوُبلمَلا یلَحاوَ  ضرلاا ، هِجو  یلع  هِِتحَابسِو  هِِتحَاَباِب  یفکَوَ  ءُاملا  تِابورُشمَلا  یلَحاوَ  هٍَباَبذُ ، نِم  قٌصَب  وَهُو  لُسَعَلا  تِِلاوکُأملا  ُّذَلأف 
ام حُبَقأ  هِأرمَلا لا  یف  ام  نُسَحاَ  دُارُی  امَّنِاو  لاثمِل ، لٌاثِمو  لٍابمَ  یف  لٌابمَ  وهُو  ءُاسِنلا  تِاحَوکُنمَلا  یلَحاوَ  هٍدَودُ ، بِاعُل  نِم  وَهُو  جُابیدِـلا 

مُُّنرتَلاو ءُانغِلا  تِاعَومُـسمَلا  ُّلجَاو  هَّبادَ ، هَِّرسـُ  نِم  مٌدَ  وهُو  کُسمِلا  تِامَومُـشمَلا ، ُّلجَاَو  لِتاوقَ ، وهوَ  لُیخَلا  تِاَبوکُرمَلا  یلَحاوَ  اـهیِف ،
[571 " ] یبلق یلع  اهدَعَب  اینُّدلا  ترَطَخَ  ام  هللاوف  هللادبع : نًبا  رباج  لَاق  لٌِقاعَ ." هِیلَعَ  سَّفنَتَیَ  مَل  هُُتفَصِ  هِذِه  امَفَ  مٌْثِا ، وَهُو 

The main sources of worldly pleasures are seven: eating, drinking, clothing,“
intercourse, riding, smelling and hearing. But the most delicious Food in the world is
honey which is the bee's saliva and the most palatable drinks is water which is
running. The best clothing is silk which is also the saliva of silk-worm. And the worst
kind of palfrey are horses which are killers and the best kind of odors is the musk
which is from the navel of deer. And the best kind of hearings is the music which is not
allowed religiously. If this is the story of the world, why are you worried? "Jabir says: I
swear to God, upon hearing this speech from Baqir (s), I never thought of the world

”. any more

Fourthly, at the end of this portion of the letter, Imam Ali (s) warns us that soon the
curtains
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will move to one side and this dark night of the world will change into the morning of
the Doomsday. Now the caravans have reached their destinations. Let the true

.believers separate themselves from the groups of beasts and join the caravans

:Hafiz, the Iranian poet, says in this regard

,Our life passed with no aims in sight

;O boy give me the wine bowl, because you will not arrive at the old age

,What sort of sugars are here that the royal

;Falcons have belittled themselves to the position of a fly

,The caravan went away but you are asleep and the desert is ahead of you

?How come you are negligent of the beels

,Open your wings and go ahead toward the heaven trees

.It is beyond a bird like you to be cage-ridden

The Event Narrated by Ibn Abi Al-Hadid . 4

In describing this portion of Imam Ali's letter, Ibn Abi Al-Hadid says: Abolfath
Mohammad Ibn Obbad, who was a cruel man, asked me to read this part of the letter.

[Upon hearing this last part, he shouted and fell to the ground."[572

This shows that this portion of Imam Ali's letter, especially its Arabic expressions,
which are difficult to translate into any other language, stands at a lofty place in
eloquence. You can not find any equivalence for it in the discourses of others and

(. even among other words of Imam Ali (s

15

کََّناَ اًنیقِیَ  ملَعاو  .اًعداو  اًمیقُِم  نَاک  نِاو  هَفَاسمَلا  عُطَقیَو  اًفِقاو ، نَاک  نِاو  هِِب  رُاسُی  هَّناِف  راهَّنلاو  لیلَّلا  هتیَطِمَ  تَناک  نمَ  َّناَ  َّینَُب  ای  ملَعاو  "

َّرجَ دقـَ  بٍلَطَ  َّبرُ  هَّناِف  بِسَتَکْمُلا  یف  لمِجاَو  بِلَطَلا  یف  ضِّفخَفَ  کَلَبقَ  نَاک  نمَ  لِیبَسَ  یف  کََّنِاو  کَلَجَاَ  ودـقیَ  نَلو  کَلـَمَاَ  غَُلبتَ  نَل 
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نَل کََّناِفَ  بِئاغرَلا  یلِا  کَتقَاسَ  نِاو  هٍَّیِندَ  ِّلکُ  نعَ  کَسَفَن  مرِکاَو  مٍورُحْمَِب ، لٍمـِجُم  ُّلکـُ  ـلاو  قٍوزُرمِب  بٍِلاطـَ  ُّلکـُ  سَیَلو  بٍرحَ  یلِا 
!؟ رٍسعُِب لاِّا  لُانُی  رٍسُْیو لا  ٍّرشَِب  َّلاا  لُانُی  رٍیخَ لا  رُیخَ  امو  اًرّحُ  اللهُا  کَلعَجَ  دقَو  كَرِیغَ  دَْبعَ  نکُتَ  لاو  اًضوَعِ  کَسَفَن  نِم  لُذِْبتَ  امِب  ضَاتَعتَ 

کََّناِفـَ لعـَفافَ  هٍمَْغِن  وذُ  هللا  نَیَبو  کَنـَیَب  نَوکُیَ  ـلا  ناَ  تَْعطَتَـسا  نِاو  هِکَلَهَلا  لَهـِانمَ  كَدَرِوُتفَ  عِِِمـَطَلا  ایـَاطمَ  کَِـب  فَجـِوُت  ناَ  كَاَّیِاو 
" هُْنِم ٌّلکُ  نَاک  نِْاو  هِقِلخَ  نِْم  رِیثکَلا  نَِم  مُرَکاو  مُظَعاَ  هَُناحبسُ  هللا  نَِم  رَیسِیَلا  َّنِاو  کَمَهسَ  ذٌخِآو  کَمَسِْق ، كَرِدُم 

Be aware my son! Anybody whose palfrey is day and night, is continuously on the“
.move, although he thinks he is motionless

Be aware, you will never attain all your wishes. You
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can not exceed your death (you will not live more than your share). You are walking on
the same paths that others have walked on. Thus, be cool in the treatment of the
world affairs. Be moderate in your business. (Do not be greedy). This is because
exceeding efforts for assets in this world may end in the destruction of the wealth. It

.is a fact that not every piece of effort is fruitful

Be more elegant than belittling yourself even if your humiliation of yourself might gain
you what you need. It is because you may not compensate for your lost prestige in

.this bargain

Do not be a slave to others since you are created free by Allah. That good which is
obtainable only through wickedness is not worth it. That comfort which is not obtained

.through hardship is not comfort, either

Aoid letting the palfreys of greed run you towards the watering trough of destruction.
And try not to let any mediator come between you and your Allah because you will
receive your share anyhow. The little you get from Allah is better than the more you

”. receive from God's creatures

.But we know that Allah is the source of all assets

Description 15

description 15

From here to the very end of the letter, Imam Ali (s) mentions one hundred pieces of
wisdom, if one of which in the words of Qutb Al-Din ravandi, were found in a will, that

[would have been sufficient.[573

:In this potion of the letter, Imam Ali (s) attracts our attention to the following points

Man is a traveler riding on the palfrey of time . 1

As we know, man, like natural objects and animals, is always in movement and is in a
state of change, although he thinks he is motionless. The Holy Qur’an talks about his

:change in the following words
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نَِّیبَُنِل هٍقََّلخَُم  رِْیغَوَ  هٍقََّلخَُم  هٍغَضـُْم  نِْم  َّمُث  هٍقَلَعَ  نِْم  َّمُث  هٍفَطُْن  نِْم  َّمُث  بٍارَُت  نِْم  مْکُانَْقلَخَ  اَّنإِفَ  ثِْعبَْلا  نِْم  بٍْیرَ  یِف  مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایـَ 
لِذَرْأَ یَلإِ  ُّدرَُی  نْمَ  مْکُْنِموَ  یَّفوَتَُی  نْمَ  مْکُْنِموَ  مْکَُّدشـُأَ  اوغُُلْبتَِل  َّمُث  الًْفطِ  مْکُجُرِخُْن  َّمُث  یمسـَُم  لٍجَأَ  یَلإِ  ءُاشََن  امـَ  مِاحـَرْأَْلا  یِف  ُّرقُِنوَ  مْکَُل 

نْمَ ثُعَْبیَ  هََّللا  َّنأَوَ  اهَیِف  بَْیرَ  اَل  هٌیَِتآ  هَعَاَّسلا  َّنأَوَ  رٌیدِقَ  ءٍیْشـَ  ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  هَُّنأَوَ  یتَوْمَْلا  یِحُْی  هَُّنأَوَ  ائًْیشـَ ...  مٍْلعِ  دِْعَب  نِْم  مَلَْعیَ  الَْیکَِل  رِمُعُْلا 
 " رِوُبقُْلا یِف 

O people! If you are in doubt about the raising, then surely we created you from a“
clot, then from a lump of flesh, complete in make and incomplete, that we may make
clear to you; and we cause what we please to stay in the wombs till an appointed
time, then we bring you forth as babies, then that you may attain your maturity; and
of you is he who is caused to die, and of you is he who is brought back to the worst

part
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of life, so that after having knowledge he does not know anything; and you see the
earth sterile land, but when we send down on it the water, it stirs and swells and

." brings forth of every kind a beautiful herbage

This is because Allah is the Truth and because He gives life to the dead and because
.He has power over all things

And because the hour is coming, there is no doubt about it; and because Allah shall
[raise up those who are in the graves”.[574

امَکَ ملاُا  بِِئارتَو  بِلأا  بِلصـُ  یلِا  مِدَعـَلا  مِْتکَ  نِم  اهُلَّواَ  اهعَطَقَ  یِتَّلافَ  هٌَثلاَث  یقَِبو  هًَثلاَث  اهنِم  عَطَقَ  دقـَوَ  هٌَّتسـِ : هُلزِِانمَو  رٌِفاسُم  نُاسنلاِا  "

اَّلإِ هََلإِ  اَل  ءُاشَیَ  فَْیکَ  مِاحَرْأَْلا  یِف  مْکُرُِّوصَُی  يذَِّلا  وَهُ  : ) هناحبـس لاق  ملاُا  مِحِرَ  اهیناثو  بِِئارََّتلاوَ .) بِْلُّصلا  نِْیَب  نِْم  جُرُخْیَ  : ) یلاعتَ لَاـق 
مَل یتَّلا  ثلاثلا  لزِانملا  امّاو  ارًهْشَ ،) نَوُثالََث  هُُلاصَِفوَ  هُُلمْحَوَ  : ) لِئاقَ نِم  َّزعَ  لاق  اینُّدلا  ءِاضفَ  یلِا  مِحِرَلا  نَِم  اهثِلاثو  مُیکِحَْلا ،) زُیزِعَْلا  وَهُ 
لاق رشـَحمَلا ) ءُاضفَ  اهیِناثو  اینُّدـلا  لِزِانمَ  نِم  لٍزِنمَ  رُخِآو  هِرَخِلآا  لِزِاـنمَ  نِم  لٍزِنمَ  لَُّواَ  رُبقَلا  : ( ملاـسلا هیلع  لاـق  ربقَلا  اـهُلوّافَ  اـهعطَقیَ 
عِطْقَ یف  نـلآا  نحنو  ریعِسـَلا ،) یِف  قٌیرِفَو  هَِّنجَلا  یِف  قٌیرِفَ  : ) هناحبـس لاـق  راَّنلا  وا  هَُّنجَلا  اـهثَِلاثو  اًفّصـَ .) کَِّبرَ  یلعَ  اوضُرِعُوَ  : ) هناـحبس
رُخَآو خٌسِارفَ  هَُل  یَقَِب  صٍخْشـَ  نِم  مکَفَ  تٌاوطُخُ  انسـُافَناَو  لٌایماَ  انِتاعاسَو  خُسِارفَ  انُماَّیافَ  انرِمعُ  هَُّدُم  اهعِطقَ  هَِّدُـمو  عِباَّرلا  لِزِنمَلا  هِلَحَرمَ 

[575 " ] تاوطُخُ هَُل  یَقَِب 

Man is a traveler and has got six resorts to go, three of which he has passed and“
there remain three more resorts. One of those which he has passed so far is from

nothing to the back of
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father and to the mother's ribs. God says in this regard "Coming from between the
[back and the ribs"[576

:The second phase is the mother's womb. In this regard Allah says

 " مُیکِحَْلا زُیزِعَْلا  وَهُ  اَّلإِ  هََلإِ  اَل  ءُاشَیَ  فَْیکَ  مِاحَرْأَْلا  یِف  مْکُرُِّوصَُی  يذَِّلا  وَهُ  " 

He it is who shapes you in the wombs as He likes; there is no god but He, the mighty,"
[the wise".[577

And the third stage is the passage from the mother's womb into this world. God has
ارًهْشَ نَوُثالََث  هُُلاصَِفوَ  هُُلمْحَوَ  : said in this regard

[And the bearing of him and the wearing of him was thirty months"[578"

The three remaining stages include the world of the graves and it is said, "The grave
." is the first stage of the stages of the Hereafter and the last one of the world stages

The second stage of the remaining three stages is "Mahshar" or the gathering place
" اًًفّّصَ کَِّبرَ  یلعَ  اوضُرِعُوَ  : " of mankind on the Resurrection Day. God says

[And they shall be brought before your Lord, standing in ranks"[579"

And the third stage of the remaining three stages is either the hell or the paradise.
:God has said, regarding this

" ریعِسَلا یِف  قٌیرِفَوَ  هَِّنجَلا  یِف  قٌیرِفَ  "

[A party shall be in the garden and another party in the burning fire."[580"

.And now we are in the stage four which includes our lifetime

Imam Ali (s) has the following interpretation in this letter: Man is a traveler who is
riding the palfrey of time which is manifested as day and night. This movement is

continuous, but he seems as though he were
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.motionless

Imam Ali (s) in this portion of letter warns us not to be carried away in this
evolutionary Prossess by negligence so that to suddenly notice that "day and night

". went by but you are still asleep

:Sa’di, the great Persian poet has written two beautiful pieces

,We may not harvest dates from the thorn we have planted

;We may not weave silk from this wool

,We did not put an excuse line on the slate of our sins

;We did not write anything good beside our sins

,We are the victims to our inner selves, and we will cry

;On the Doom's Day why we did not kill our inner selves

,Alas! Our precious lives passed away

;But we did not stop our wrong-doings

,Old age and youth passed like day and night

.The night arrived, the day came and we are still asleep

,You, who can do something, do it

;Before you are unable to do it

,You who were, at one stage, a sperm in the belly

;And turned into an infant

,Then you grew till you arrived at the puberty

;You became a handsome youth

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC
ETHICS AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 338 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


,Till you changed into a man of fame

;The rider in the court and a man of war

,What you did see did not stay long

;Neither will it stay long what you will see

,Sooner or later this handsome man

;Will change into earth and his earth into dust

,A good name for a man after his death

;Is preferable to a gold-ornamented house

?Who knows who is going to be alive next year

?Or where did the person who was our friend go

,The miserable dead are in the grave

There is a
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;lizard in their heads each

,The handsome appearance is nothing

[O brother bring forth a handsome conduct.[581

…Since not all wishes are obtainable . 2

As it was explained before, nobody could reach his wishes at all times. There are
many wishes which remain unsatisfied. Thus, Imam (s) says: Since not all our wishes
are obtainable and since nobody will exceed his life-limit, and since everybody has got
to go the way of those who have passed away, therefore we should observe the

:following points

a) We should never be greedy for what we want. We should endeavor not more than
.adequate

b) We should be honest in our business. We should have our incomes obtained legally
[and we should spend in good ways what we earn.[582

Sometimes it may happen that greed may cause the loss of the owner’s capital
altogether. And not every effort is always of benefit. Any well-wisher will benefit from

.his trials, however

:The prophet (s) has said

" بلَطَلا یِف  اوُلمِجْافَ  اهقَزرِ  لَمِکتَستَ  یَّتحَ  سٌْفَن  تَومُتَ  نَل  هَُّناَ  یحِورُ  یِف  ثَفََن  سدُقُلا  حَورُ  َّنِا  "

Gabriel revealed unto me that nobody will die without having received all his"
.sustenance

[Therefore observe justice in getting your livelihood"[583

Keep up your generosity under any conditions . 3

Sometimes a man could attain his desires through lies, deception, injustice and
flattering and the like. But since these traits are in contrast with man’s true nature,
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man should never humiliate himself to resort to these deceitful means. Man’s soul is
more honest than these means. This is because nothing in this world could be equal to
man’s personality. Any illegitimate act may change man’s character badly. It is an old
maxim which says "Do not pour into your throat the water which damages your

,personality". Thus
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it is mentioned in many traditions that the most precious persons are those who do
not give much value to this world and who do not consider equal to their personality
any of the world manifestations such as women, children, assets, possessions,

.positions or whatever

:Imam Ali (s) has said in one occasion

" زٍْنعَ هِطَْفعَ  نِْم  يدِنعِ  دُهَزْاَ  هِذِه  مکُایَندُ  "

Your world to me is of less value than the water coming out of a sheep’s nose".[584] "
:He said in another occasion

" یقَبتَ هٍَّذَلوَ لا  ینَفیَ  مٍیعَِنو  ٍّیلعَِل  امَ  "

What does Ali have to do with the perishable assets of this world and its fatal"
[pleasures?"[585

(: Somebody asked the Imam al-Baqir (s

?” Who are the most precious people“

:He answered

." One who will not see the world as his equal"

:Sa’di, the great Persian poet says

,Our human body is honorable because of our human spirit

;Our clothes not a sign for a human being

,If eyes, tongues, ears and noses were the symbols of humanity

?Then what is the difference between man and a wall-drawing

,Eating, sleeping, anger and lusts are ignorance

;A beast knows nothing from man’s world

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 342 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


,Be truly a man, or else a bird

;Can use human speech

,Did you see the flight of birds, now put aside lusts

;Till you see the flight of man

?Why did you make yourself a slave in the hands of a devil

.You are a man and even an angel can not fill your place

,If you kill the savage in your nature

;All life-long you will be living with human morale

,A man can reach a place where he can see nobody but God

See how lofty is human
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.dignity

:Sa’di elsewhere has said

,It is better for you to tell the truth and remain in jail

.Than telling a lie and get free

Man is created free and should remain free . 4

Freedom is a gift from God. Man is created free. But it is the man who makes himself a
slave in the hands of others. This happens in different ways: Sometimes out of
extreme love with worldly manifests, sometimes out of getting accustomed to bad
manners and at times out of being obliged to others because of their benevolence,
and sometimes out of aggression towards righteousness, which entails conflict with
the followers of righteousness and in this way he will become a slave in their hands.
[586] All these manifestations of slavery are caused by man himself and cause his

.being slave

Islam, however, will not agree with any kind of slavery. It wants everybody to live
.freely and be in Hafiz’s words: free from anything which smells of possession

On one hand, Islam considers the excessive love towards the life manifestations as a
.kind of slavery and condemns it seriously

:Imam Hossein (s) tells those who have sold their religion to the world

" نوُنایَّدلا َّلقَ  ءِلابَلاِب  اوصُحُِم  اذاِفَ  مهُشُیاعمَ  تَّردَ  امَ  هَُنوطُوحُیَ  مهِِتنَسِلاَ  یلعَ  قٌْعَل  نُیِّدلاو  اینُّدلا  دُیِبعَ  سُاَّنلا  "

People are slaves to the world and religion is uttered only on their tongues. While"

religion does not hurt their lives, they use its name. But at critical junctures, true
[believers are few".[587

And Imam Ali (s) introduces the end point of those who are in love with the world in
:the following words

مَخَوتَسِا هِرَخِلآا  یلعَ  اهرََثآو  اینُّدلا  دَبَعَ  نمَ  "
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" هبَِقاعَلا

A person who worships this world and prefers it to the Hereafter, has ruined his fate""
[[588

.On the other hand, Imam Ali (s) considers the lust-ridden people as the lust slaves

" قّرِلا دِْبعَ  نِْم  ُّلذَاَ  هِوَهَّشلا  دُْبعَ  "

[A lust-ridden person is more miserable than slaves"[589"

And the Holy Qur’an considers lust-ridden slavery as a hindrance to the realization of
:facts

الَفَأَ هَِّللا  دِْعَب  نِْم  هِیدِـهْیَ  نْمَفَ  هًوَاشَغِ  هِرِصـََب  یلَعَ  لَعَجَوَ  هِِبْلقَوَ  هِعِمْسـَ  یلَعَ  مَتَخَوَ  مٍْلعِ  یلَعَ  هَُّللا  هَُّلضـَأَوَ  هُاوَهَ  هُهََلإِ  ذَخـََّتا  نْمَ  تَْیأَرَفَأَ  "

" نَورَُّکذَتَ

Have you then considered him who takes his low desire for his god and Allah has“
made him err having knowledge and has set a seal upon his ear and his heart and put
a covering upon his eye? Who can then guide him after Allah? Will you not then be

[mindful?”[590

On the other hand, the domination over habits, which are a kind of slavery, causes
:man to reach lofty human positions

[Man can reach lofty places by dominating his wrong habits”.[591“

Elsewhere, Imam Ali (s) introduces the domination over habits as the best type of
:worshipping

" هِدَاعَلا هُبَلَغَ  هِدَابَعِلا  لُضَفاَ  "

[The domination over bad habits is the best kind of worships"[592"

:At the end, he considers struggle against righteousness as a means of failure

[593 " ] عرِصُ َّقحَلا  عَرَاصَ  نْمَ  "
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”. One, who fights the truth, will be defeated"

And if anybody fought against righteousness and fell a slave in the hands of its
.followers, he should not blame anybody else except himself

Anyway, Islam wants freedom for everybody: natural freedom, thought freedom,
political freedom, civic freedom and religious freedom. See "Islam and Human rights"

for more
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.detail

Imam Ali (s) has showed this meaning clearly in his letter.[594] So far as possible do not
accept anything from anybody which limits your freedom or causes you to thank him

.since man is a slave to generosity

If happiness and abundance are illegally obtained, they are worthless . 5

Imam Ali (s) first emphasizes the fact that man should not lose his generosity and
should not belittle himself for material advantages. Then, he comes to the conclusion
that if man commits wrong-doings in order to obtain social positions, the result is not
happiness, nor is it abundance. This is because a position which is obtained through
mischievous actions can not be good. And abudance does not make us happy if it is
gained illegally. If we obtain anything by belittling we have engaged in committing

.sins

This topic, however, is not in contradiction with the sayings that the good and the bad
of the world are entangled or no pain, no gain. Imam Ali’s statement here entails

.prosperity in life

Avoid Greed . 6

By greed is meant to expect too much of people’s possessions. It is one of the most
pernicious traits of human beings. Even a small amount of it humiliates people greatly.

" عٍِماط نِْم  َّلذَاَ   " لا : Imam Ali (s) has said

[There is no meaner person than a greedy one”.[595“

:Regarding this topic, Sa’di says

,He added to my daily bread but caused my lack of honor

.Poverty is better than the humiliation of asking

Imam Ali (s), in other positions, considers slavery as one of the viscious side effects of
.greed
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" هُرَیِماَ نکُتَ  تَْئشِ  نْمَ  یلِا  نسِحاَو  هُرَیسِاَ  نکُتَ  تَْئشِ  نْمَ  یلِا  بْغَراو  هُرَیظَِن  نکُتَ  تَْئشِ  نَّمعَ  نِغتَسِا  "

Show to others that you are not in need, so that you may become one like them; now“
show to them that you are in need, then you are their slave. Be generous to
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[them, you will become their leader"[596

Man's needlessness and his satisfaction with what he possesses cause his freedom
from want and being greedy towards others. Possessions cause present poverty. For

:the first case Imam Sadiq (s) has said

" ساّنلا ینَغا  نِم  وَهُفَ  هللا  هُقَزَرَ  امِب  عَنَقَ  نْمَ  "

The one who is content with what God has given him is the most needless man in the"
[world".[597

:For the second case, the Great Prophet (s) has stated

" رضاحلا رُقفَلا  هَّناِف  عمَطَلاو  كَاّیِاو  "

[Avoid greed for it is the present need"[598"

It is for the above reasons that Imam (s) in his letter warns his faithful son to avoid
greed and emphasizes that he should not let the palfrey of greed take him to the

.desert of destruction

Do not ask people . 7

It is a fact that life contains numerous hurdles which may not be resolved without
other people's cooperation. But we should not ask people for help as far as possible.
This is, firstly, the cause for humiliation. Secondly, it causes man to lose his
bashfulness gradually. Thirdly, this causes man to lose his resort to God and, fourthly,
it lowers man's dignity, thus, there is an emphasis in the Islamic texts on the

.inappropriateness of asking others for help

:The Prophet (s) has told Abuzar

" هِمَایقِلا مَویَ  لٌیوطَ  بٌاسحِ  هیفو  لجعتم  رٌقفَو  رٌضِاح  ٌّلذُ  هَُّناِفَ  لِاؤسلاو  كَاَّیِا  "

Avoid asking people for help, which will create the present humiliation and a speedy"
[poverty and it will entail a long accounting in the Doomsday".[599
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:Imam Zeinol Abedin (s) has said

" رُضِاحَلا رُْقفَلا  وَهُوَ  رِاقوَلاِب  فٌافَخِتساوَ  ءِایَحَلِل  هٌبَهَذمَوَ  هِایَحلِل  هّلذَمَ  سِاّنلا  یلِا  جِِئاوحَلا  بُلَطَ  "

Asking“
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people for help causes humiliation in life and the destruction of bashfulness and the
[lightening of one's dignity and the present poverty".[600

:Imam Ali (s) has said

قُحَمیَو هِجْوَلا  ءَاهََب  بُهِذُیو  لِیِلذَـلا  دِـبعَلا  فَِقومَ  زیزِعَلا  رّحُلا  فُِقوُیو  لِطَبَلا  عِاجَشـُلا  بَلقَ  رُسـِکیَو  مِّلکَتَمُلا  نَاسِل  فُعِـضُی  لُاؤسُلا  "

" قَزرِلا

Asking people for help weakens one's tongue, breaks the heart of the brave one and"
puts a free man in place of a weakened slave, and causes him to lose his face and

[cancels his daily bread".[601

That is why Imam Ali (s) in his letter says: If you can, do not put any mediator between
you and your God and do not ask that go-between for any help. You will definitely
have your share. Even if you may receive little, this little which is gained through
resort to Allah is much better than the abundance you get through humiliation. The

.owners of such abundance in reality do not have anything

16

ُّبحاَ کَیدَیَ  یف  امَ  ظُفحِو  ءِاکوِلا  ِّدشَِب  ءِاعوِلا  یف  امَ  ظُْفحِوَ  کَقِطِنمَ  نِم  تَافَ  امَ  كِاردِا  نِم  رُسَیا  کَِتمصـَ  نِم  طَرَفَ  ام  کَیِفلاتَو  "

ءُرمَلاو رِوجـُفُلا ، عَمـَ  ینَغِلا  نَِم  رٌیخَ  هَِّفعِلا  عَمـَ  هُفَرحِلاو  سِاّـنلا  یلِا  بِلَطَلا  نِم  رٌیخَ  سِأیـَلا  هُرَارمَو  كَرِیغَ ، يْدَیـَ  یف  اـم  بِلَطَ  نِم  َّیلِا 
سَئِب .مهُنعَ  نِبتَ  ِّرشـَلا  لَهاَ  نیاَبو  مهُنِم  نکُتَ  رِیخَلا  لَهاَ  نرِاق  رصـَباَ ، رکّفَتَ  نمَو  رَجَهاَ  رثَکا  نمَ  هرّضـُیَ ، امیِف  عٍاس  َّبرُو  هرّسـِِل  ظُفـَحاَ 
حَصـََن امَبرُوَ  ءًاودَ  ءُادَـلاو  ءًادَ  ءُاودَـلا  نَاک  امَبرُ  اًقفرِ ، قُرَخَلا  نَاک  اًقرَخَ  قُْفرِلا  نَاک  اذِا  مِلظُلا ، شُحَفاَ  فِیعضـَلا  مُلظُو  مُارحَلا ، مُاعطَلا 

لُقعَلاو یکوُنلا  عُِئاضَب  اهّناِفَ  ینمُلا  یلع  لِاکِتلاِاو  كَاّیِاو  .حُصَْنتَسمُلا  َّشغَو  حِصِانلا  رُیغَ 
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دِاسفَلا نَِمو  بُوُئیَ  بٌِئاغَ  لاو  بُیصـُِی  بٍِلاطَ  ُّلکُ  سَیَل  هًَّصغُ  نَوکتَ  ناَ  لَبقَ  هَصَرفُلا  ردِاَب  کَظَعَوَ  ام  تَبَّرجَ  امَ  رُیخَو  بِرِاـجتَلا  ظُـفحِ 
نٍیعُِم یف  رَیخَ  لا  رٍیِثکَ ، نِم  یمناَ  رٍیـسیَ  َّبرُو  رٌطِاخُم  رُجِاتلا  کََل ، رَِّدُق  ام  کَیِتأیَ  فَوسَ  هٌبَِقاعَ  رٍماَ  ِّلکُِلو  دِاعمَلا  هُدسـَفمَو  دِاَّزلا  هُعَاضِا 

" جِاجَللا هُّیطِمَ  کَِب  حَمَجتَ  ناَ  كَاّیِاو  هُنِم ، رَثَکاَ  ءَاجرَ  ئٍیشَِب  رطِاخُت  لاو  هدُوعُُق  کََل  لّذ  ام  رِهَّدلا  لُحِاسَ  نیِنظَ ، قٍیدِصَ  یف  لاو  نٍیهُِم 

The preparation and provocation for what you have lost through your being silent is“
more easier than you have lost though your speaking. This is because we can keep
the content of a bowl by fastening its cover. The bitterness of despair and poverty is
preferable to asking people for help. A little fortune gained through chastity and
cleanliness is better that the great fortune gained through committing sins. A person
can keep his secrets better than any other people. There are many people around
who inflict losses over themselves. A talkative person talks a lot but says very little. A
person who thinks will gain insight. Come near the well-wishers, you will become one
of them. Stay away from the wrong-doers till you will not be accounted among them.
The illegally gained food is the worst kind of food. Doing tyranny to the weak ones is
the most viscous injustice in the world. Where tolerance is considered aggression,
aggression is tolerance. Sometimes drugs are the cause of sickness and sometimes
sickness is the drug. There are many people who give advice but they are not genuine

advice

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 352 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


givers. Sometimes you ask somebody for advice, but he will deceive you. Do not rely
on wishes because this act is the capital for the fool. The keeping of experiences is
wisdom. Your best experiences are those from which you will learn something. Take
advantage of your chances before you miss them. It is not the case for everybody to
get what he wishes for. Among factors which cause deterioration is the act of not

.preparing provisions and the destroying of the resurrection

Each act comes to an end. You will soon receive what you are supposed to gain. Every
business man continuously puts himself at the mercy of risks. It happens that a small
capital sometimes grows more than big capitals. There is no good either in a wrong-
doer helper or in a convicted friend. When you have day and night at your disposal
make the best out of it. Never put an asset in a hazardous state just for more benefit.

”. Never ride a stubborn, untamable palfrey

Description16

Silence and speech . 1

:In this letter, Imam Ali(s) provides us with some significant pieces of wisdom

There is no doubt that language and speech are among God's assets to man.
Language is a means for communication and for the propagation of knowledge and

:for guiding people. God distinguishes man from the world of beasts by language

[602 " ] نَایبلا هُمََّلعَ  نَاسنلإا ، قَلَخَ  نَآرقُلا ، مََّلعَ  نُمحرّلا ، "

The Beneficient God, taught the Qur’an; He created man taught him the mode of"
"expression

But if human language is not guarded against absurdity, telling lies, arguments,
,abuse, ridicule, back-biting
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accusation, or tell-talking…[603] it will change into disaster. Thus, the scholars of ethics
.advise us to speak only when necessary or else make use of silence

:From the view-points of benefits and losses, language is of four forms

One kind of language has absolute benefits. The second type includes absolute losses.
In the third type both benefits and losses are mixed. And the fourth type is neither

.useful nor useless

Using silence is necessary in three stages of the above four stages. In that case
where we can speak, we should take care not to contaminate language with

[hypocrisy, artificiality, and talkativeness.[604

It is for this reason that in Islam, emphasis is more on silence. The Prophet (s) is
:reported to have said

" مَِلسَفَ تَکَسَ  وا  مِنغَف  اًریخَ  مََّلکَتَ  اًدبعَ  هللا  مَحِرَ  "

May God bless a believer, who says good things to be rewarded with good or keeps"
[silent and remains safe".[605

:The great Prophet (s) is also reported to have said

" تمُصیَِل وا  اًریخَ  لقُیَلفَ  رِخِلآا  مِویَلاو  اللهِاِب  نُِمؤُی  نَاک  نمَ  "

[A believer in the Doomsday will either say good things or remain silent"[606"

:Imam Sadiq (s) said when talking about Prophet David, who had told his son

" بٍهَذَ نِم  تَوکُسُلا  َّناِفَ  هٍضِّف  نِم  مَلاکَلا  َّناَ  تَمعزَ  تَنکُ  نِا  َّینَُب  ای  "

[. O my son, if you consider speaking made of silver, silence is made of gold"[607"

:Imam Reza (s) has said

ِّلکُ یلَعَ  لُیلدَ  هَُّنِا  هََّنجَلا  هَّبحَمَلا  بُسِکُی  تَمصلا  َّنِِا  هِِمَکْحِلا ، بِاوباَ  نِم  بٌاَب  تَمْصَلا  َّنِا  تُمصَلاو  مُلعِلاو  مُلحِلا  هِقفِلا  تِامَلاعَ  نِم  "

" رٍیخَ
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Among the signs of wisdom are patience, knowledge and silence. Silence is one of"
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the phases of wisdom. Silence is a means to attract love, to go to Heaven or is a cause
(: for every good"[608]. And in Mesbahol Sharia it is narrated from Imam Sadiq (s

دقَوَ لَِلزَلاوَ  ایَاطخَلا  نَِم  نُوصُلاو  هِرَخِلآاوَ  اینُّدلا  نَِم  هحار  ِّلکُ  حُاتفِم  وهُو  هِب  مُلقَلا  َّفجَو  قَبَسَ  ام  قِِئاقَحِب  نَیقِقّحَمُلا  رُاعشـِ  تُمَّْصلا  "

هَُّورمُلاوَ فُافَعَلاوَ  بِلقَلا  هِوَاسَقَ  لُاوزَوَ  هِدَابعِلا  هُوَـلاحَوَ  سِفَّنلا  هُضَاـیرِوَ  يوهَلا  لُزعَ  هِیِفو  مِلاعـَلِل  اًـنُیزَتَوَ  لِهـِاجَلا  یلع  اًرْتسِ  هللا  هُلَعَجَ 
.هللا یفو  هِرَکَاذمُلا الله  یف  هِدَعَاسمُلاو  مِلاکَلِل  لاًهاَ  دجِتَ  مَل  اذِا  امیسِ  لاًدََب  هُنِم  کََل  امّعَ  کَِناسِل  بَاَب  قِلغافَ  فرَظَلاوَ 

اجَن هٍآ  هٍآ  لُوقُیوَ  هِیلعَ  امـَو  هَُل  امـَ  هَّیشـِعَ  هُسَفَن  بُسِاـحُی  َّمُث  هِِب  مَُّلکَتَیَ  اـم  َّلکـُ  بُُتکِیفَ  هِیدَیـَ  نَیَب  اًـساطرِق  عُضَیَ  میِثخـَ  نُبا  عُیِبرَ  نَاکـَو 
یفو هَّناَ اللهِ  مَِلعَ  امِب  مََّلکَتَیَ  ناَ  دَارا  اذاِف  هِمِفَ  یِف  هَاصَحَلا  عُضَیَ  هلآو  هیلع  هللا  یّلـص  هللا  لِوسُرَ  بِاحَـصاَ  ضُعَب  ناکَوَ  انیقَِبو ، نَوُتِماـصلا 

...اهجَرَخا هللا  هِجِوَِلو  هللا 

نِم کَِلذ  َّناِف  تِمَّصلا  دَِـئاوفَو  هِِباوصَو  مِلاکَلا  بِیعَ  هَفَرِعمَ  قَزِرُ  نمَِل  یبوطُفَ  تُمَّصلاوَ  مُلاکَلا  مهِِتاجََنو  قِلخَلا  كِـلاهَ  بُبَسـَ  اـمَّنِاو 
هِنِئازخَ یلع  نَمُِتأو  تِمَّْصلا  فِِئاطَل  یلع  فَرَشاَ  نمَو  تمَّصلا  هُتَبَحصُ  نَسَحاَ  مِلاکَلا  رَدْقَ  مَِلعَ  نمَو  ءایفِـصلاا  رُاعشـِو  ءِایبنلاا  قِلاخا 

" راَّبجَلا کُِلمَلا  لاا  اذه  هِِتدَابعِ  یلَعَ  عُِلَّطیَ  لاو  هدَابعِ  هُُتمصَو  هُُملاکَ  ناک 

Silence is the motto of the scholars. It is the motto of those who delve into the life of"
the past people and arrive at minute things. Silence is a key to every means of
comfort both here and in the Hereafter. It is immunity against any errors. God has set

it as a cover for ignorance and as an ornament for the
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wise. It excludes desires and monastic life and includes the sweetness of worship and
the destruction of jealousy. It is a means for chastity, manlihood and policy-making.
Thus close your mouth as far as you may, especially when you can not find the right
audience for speaking or discussing for God. It is said that Rabia Ibn Khathim used to
pat a piece of paper in front of himself and wrote on it anything he uttered during the
day. Then at night he used to evaluate it carefully: He would say, then: The silent ones
are safe now. Some of the followers of the Prophet (s) used to put pebbles in their
mouths. They used to put them out of their mouths only when they wanted to talk for

.God and for God’s sake

Thus, silence and speaking could be the definite sources of people’s salvage or
destruction, respectively. We envy those who know the asset of silence and the
righteousness of speaking. This is among the ethics of the Prophets and is among the

.mottos of the true believers

.As you will see, one of the principles of silence is the immunity against making errors

Which is obtained through speaking and can not be compensated for. Imam Ali (s)"
has relied heavily on this principle: Preparing what you have lost due to your silence is
easier than compensating for what you have lost due to your speech. This is because

". by putting the cover on a bottle you could keep the content

This point is depicted in the
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poems of our poets who are under the influence of Imam Ali (s) and other religion
.leaders

:Amir Khosro, the Iranian poet, says

,Any moment you talk, it is pleasant

;But sometimes silence is even sweeter

,To close the mouth is to close the door of troubles

.It is because the world is pregnant with good and bad

I have seen many who regret having spoken

But I have seen nobody who regrets having been silent

,Listening is better than saying if you care

,The first will fill us; the second will make us empty

The pearl became very precious because

;It became ear from top to the toe

,The sharp sword became tongue all over

.That is because it could shed people’s blood

:Sa’di says

,Untill you know perfectly that your speech is appropriate

.You should not open your mouth to talk

:Another poet says

,Until the time you have not uttered a thing, it is at your disposal
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;But when it is said, it will dominate you

,Do not tell anybody your secrets

;Because he will disclose it everywhere

,Deposit your treasure to treasure-keepers

.Keep your secrets to yourself

But as it is said before, both speech and silence have their own merits. Wherever you
:have to talk, being silent is not wise and the other way around. The poet says

,Two things spoil the wisdom

Being silent when you are supposed to talk, and talking when you are supposed to be
silent

When Imam Zeinol Abedin (s) was asked which one was better: speech or silence, he
:answered

َّلجَوَّزعَ هللا  َّنلأ  لَاق  هللا ؟ لِوسُرَ  نَبای  کَِلذَ  فَیکَ  لَیِق  توکُسلا  نَِم  لُضَفا  مُلاکَلاف  تِافلآا  نَِم  امِلسَ  اذاِفَ  تٌافآ  امهُنِم  دٍحاوَ  ِّلکُِل  "
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لاو تِوکُسـُلاِب  اللهِا  هُیلاوِ  تبَجِوُتـسا  لاو  تِوکُسـُلاِب  هَُّنجَلا  تَّقحُِتـسا  لاو  ملاکَلاِب  مهُثَعََب  اـمَّنِا  تِوکُـسلاِب  ءَایصـِولأَاوَ  ءَاـیِبنلاَا  ثَعََب  امـَ 
فُصِتَ تَسَْلو  مِلاکَلاِب  تِوکُسـُلا  لَضفَ  فُصِتَ  کّنِا  سِمشـَلاِب  رَمَقَلا  لَدِعلاَ  تُنکُ  امَ  مِلاکَلاِب  هُُلکُ  کَِلذَ  امَّنِا  تِوکُسـُلاب  رُانلا  ِقوُت  تِیَِّ

" تِوکسُلاِب مِلاکَلا  لَضْفَ 

Both speaking and silence have their special disasters. Speech is better than silence"
if the speaker remains safe after uttering it". They asked him how this was possible.

:Imam as-Sajjad (s) answered

Allah did not appoint His prophets and great men with silence. He appointed them to"
employ language. And people will not go to paradise just for being silent. God’s
sovereignty will not materialize by silence, either. Fire will not get extinguished by
silence. All these acts are possible only through speaking. I will not consider the sun to

[be equal to the moon."[609

Be moderate, Do not squander, Do not be jealous, Do not Dissipate . 2

It is a fact that man could not be indifferent towards his fellow creatures in the matter
of finance, because all possessions are God’s and we are His creature. Sometimes
God sends one’s livelihood without intermediary. But most often He obliges some

[people to carry out this task in order to shape their characters:[610

" مْکُانَْقزَرَ اَّمِم  اوقُفِنأَو  "

"And spend out of what we have given you"

But the topic is now the quantity and quality of donation. Some are so generous that
they will give away what they have till they remain money-less. And some people go

.to the other extreme and are extremely miser

.Islam reproaches both groups severely and orders moderation

" ارًوسُحْمَ امًوُلمَ  دَعُْقتَفَ  طِسْبَْلا  َّلکُ  اهَطْسُْبتَ  اَلوَ  کَقُِنعُ  یَلإِ  هًَلوُلْغمَ  كَدَیَ  لْعَجْتَ  اَلوَ  "

And do"
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not make your hand to be shackled to yor neck nor stretch it forth to the utmost limit
[of its stretching forth, lest you should afterwards sit down blamed, stripped off."[611

And in the surah of Furqan where the attributes of the true believers are enumerated,
:one of the specific characteristics of such people is considered to be moderation

[612 "] امًاوَقَ کَِلذَ  نَْیَب  نَاکَوَ  اورُُتْقیَ  مَْلوَ  اوُفرِسُْی  مَْل  اوقُفَنأَ  اذَإِ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  "

And they who when they spend are neither extravagant nor parsimonious, and keep"
"between these the just mean

Imam Ali ِ (s) talks about this principle of moderation and does not want us to be misers
because by the expression "keep what you have in your hands" he means keeping it

[moderately, neither parsimoniously nor extravagantly.[613

Thus, what Imam Ali (s) means is the following: what you have at your disposal, spend
it moderately; never donate all you have and then beg others for some sustenance

:and humiliate yourself and become what the Holy Qur’an calls

"And afterwards sit down blamed and stripped off"

?Is there a contrast between Moderation and Donation

Some assume that there is a contrast between moderation which is mentioned in the
above suras and by Imam (s) and donation which is mentioned in different Islamic

:traditions as well as in the ninth verse of Hashr

" هٌصَاصَخَ مْهِِب  نَاکَ  وَْلوَ  مْهِسِفُْنأَ  یلَعَ  نَورُِثؤُْیوَ  "

[. And prefer them before themselves though poverty may afflict them" [Qur’an 59:9"

But attention to the location and timing of the descent of these suras and other
evidences show us that there is no contrast between these two. It is
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because the suras and traditions which emphasize moderation are applicable to those
situations where extravagance may destroy the life pattern of the one who spends
out or weakens his family altogether. In such cases donation is prohibited and
moderation is in order. Observing the principle of moderation might be a general
principle which should be carried out by the mass or it may be a specific principle
which should be carried out at specific times such as war, famine, unexpected events
and the like. At these critical moments exalted people should do sacrifice and help
others. This happened when Hashim, the great grandfather of the Prophet (s)
donated all his possession at the time of famine. Another example of donation is the
act of the Moslems at the dawn of Islam. They helped out the new-ly converted and
the immigrants who had been deprived of all of their possessions. They, through their
assistance, could protect Islam. Naturally these two commandments pertain to
different situations and they do not contradict each other. Each one is carried out at

.specific occasions

The bitterness of despair is better than asking people for help . 3

The essence of resorting to Allah and the lack of despair towards God’s benevolence
is that man, so far as possible, should not ask for people’s help and should trust God
only. Although such a position sometimes deprives people of material assets and adds
up to the possession of the proud ones and is sometimes accompanied with
hardships, the honor and glory which are obtained in this way are not comparable to

the humiliation of asking
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.others for help

The Qur’an interprets such a state of need-lessness and resort to and reliance on God
and not asking people for help as "despair and lack of trust in others". This state is

:praised as it is shown in the following traditions

:Imam Sadiq (s) has said

دَّمحُم لِآ  نِم  مَاملإا  هُیلاوِو  سِاّنلا  يدِیاَ  یف  امِّم  هِسِأیَو  لِیلَّلا  رِخِآ  یف  تُاولـصلا  هرخِلآاو : اینُّدلا  یف  هُتنَیزِو  نِمؤمُلا  رُخفَ  یَهِ  هٌثلاَث  "

(" (ص

There are three things which are the honor for a believer here and in the Hereafter:“
Prayer at the end portion of night, his despair in what people have and the wilaya

[(governorship) of an Imam from Mohammad’s Household (s)”.[614

:He has also said

هِترَیشـِعَ یف  هُُتَللاجَو  سِانَلا  نُِیعاَ  یف  هُتمَظَعَو  هُایندُ  یف  هِِفرَشـَو  هِسِفَن  یف  هِتَّورُمو  هِِنیدِ  یف  نِمؤمُلا  ُّزعِ  سِاّـنلا  يدِـیاَ  یف  امـِّم  سُأـیلا  "

" ساّنلا عِیمِجَ  دَنعِو  هِسِفَن  دَنعِ  سِاّنلا  ینغا  وَهُوَ  هِِلایعِ  دَنعِ  هِتَباهمَو 

Having despair of what people possess causes a believer’s honor in religion, his"
generosity in soul, his honor in this world, his greatness in the eyes of others, his
magnanimity in his tribe, and his grandeur in his family. Such person is the most

[needless person among people"[615

:Imam Ali (s) is narrated to have said

" ساّنلا يدِیاَ  یف  اَّمع  سُأیلا  ربَکلأا  ینغِلا  "

[The greatest needlessness is having despair in others’ possessions"[616"

Little fortune plus chastity is better than big fortune which is gained through dishonesty.4

.As we know assets and children are a means for man’s troubles and trials

[617 "] هٌنَْتِف مْکُدُاَلوْأَوَ  مْکُُلاوَْمأَ  امََّنأَ  "
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". Your possessions and your children are only a trial"

.As a whole, the wealthy people are more prone to committing sins

[618 "] ینَْغتَسْا هُآرَ  نْأَ  یغَطْیََل  نَاسَنإِْلا  َّنإِ  "

Man is most surely"
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". inordinate. Because he sees himself free from want

In contrast, those who enjoy a simpler life, due to the shortage of possibilities, are
.less prone to the sins

But those who have less wealth but are honest are better than those who have more
:wealth for the following reasons

First, the honest ones enjoy magnanimity, ease of conscience and specific human
.values which the people of sins are deprived of

Second, although the middle class think the wealthy ones as lucky, the mass who
.possess divine nature consider them unhealthy and dirty

Third, the criterion for good and bad acts is not the transitory physical pleasures;
rather those acts are considered valuable which may bring about Divine satisfaction

[and rewards in the Hereafter, which are ever-lasting.[619

[620 "] نَیرِِفاکَْلاِب هٌطَیحِمَُل  مََّنهَجَ  َّنإِوَ  "

". And most surely hell encompasses the unbelievers"

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) states

" رِوجُفُلا عَمَ  ینغِلا  نَِم  رٌیخَ  هِفّعِلا  عَمَ  هُقَرخِلاو  "

Little fortune plus chastity is better than big fortune which is gained through"
"dishonesty

:Sa’di, the Iranian poet, says

,If you recognize the pleasure of the abandoning pleasures

;Never will you consider as pleasure the pleasure of soul

,Your bird of spirit will fly to Heavens

;If you free it from the cage of greed
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,But you lack the patience of the phoenix

;You are like a sparrow in the claws of lusts

You are worshipping your surface so much

.That as far as you are living you will not get to the deep

If an herb grows out of your humane nature

The flowers of the garden seems to you as if they were herbs

You would never buy the two
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,worlds

,If you knew the value of what you have

,From the remaining part of life you will get nothing

;If you are decided to perform as you do now

,Tell me what better-than-life did you get

;As you spent your life-time

You may not buy one moment of life with a big land

;Your life was given to you free of charge

,You sleep-walker walk as slowly as

;I fear, you will miss your caravan

My advice to you, brother, is

;As far as you can, do not waste your time

You should keep your tongue in your mouth like a shell

;Then you could throw out pearls when time is ripe

All his life, Sa’di, underwent hardships

.Till he got the fame that he enjoys now

It is better for a man to keep his secrets . 5

Keeping secrets is one of the ethical principles of Islam. It is emphasized in Islam.
Sometimes disclosing secrets to others might lower the pain-load of the person. But
for this act there are conditions: Firstly you should find reliable persons to disclose

.your secrets
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:Imam Ali (s) says

" هَُل هََناماَ  نمَ لا  كَِّرسِ  نعَ  ِّدؤُت  "لا 

[Do not disclose your secret to one who is not reliable".[621"

Secondly, we should not even tell the whole secret to the reliable ones because on the
one hand, that secret might somehow get revealed and hurt us. In this regard Imam

:Ali (s) has said

" اشفَ نینَثا  زَوَاجَ  ثٍیدِحَ  ُّلکُو  هِدیَِب  هُریَخِلا  تَِناک  هَُّرسِ  متَکَ  نمَ  "

One who keeps his secrets has power on them. Any secret which is held among more"
[than two persons will be revealed"[622

:Elsewhere Imam Ali (s) has said

" هُرَیسِاَ تَرصِ  هُتَیشَفاَ  ناِفَ  كَرُیسِاَ  كَُّرسِ  "

Your secret is a"
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[slave to you. Once it is revealed you become a slave to it"[623

:Imam Ali (s) has also said

" كرَوُبُث نَاک  هُتَعذاَ  نِاو  هُتَمتکَ  نِا  كَرُورُسُ  كَُّرسِ  "

Your secret, while unrevealed, Keeps you happy. When you revealed it, it will make "
[you sad and worried"[624

On the other hand, people are not always the same; a friend to day might turn into a
foe tomorrow. He might, then, use that secret as a club on your head and hurt you.

:Imam Sadiq (s) has said

" ام اًمویَ  اًوّدعَ  نُوکُیَ  دقَ  قَیدِصَلا  َّناِف  كَرُضُیَ  مَل  كََّودعَ  هِیلَعَ  تَعلَطاَ  وَل  امَ  یلعَ  لاِا  كَِّرسِ  نِم  کَقَیدِصَ  عِلطُت  "لا 

Do not disclose your secret to your friend except that secret which if your enemy"
[heard you would not get hurt. Your friend might turn into your enemy, some day"[625

:Regarding this, our Iranian poet has said

,Never rely wholly on your friend

;Keep hidden your secret from your friend

,Some day your friend might turn against you

.He might turn and show you his animosity

Naturally, nobody could be a better secret-keeper than a person himself. He is the
:most reliable person concerning his secret. Imam Ali (s) has said regarding this

[626 "] كَِّرسِِل عُسَواَ  كَرُدصَ  "

". Your chest is the widest place to keep your secret"

:Sa’di, the Persian writer and poet, says

Do not disclose to your friend your secrets. You do not know if he will turn against you.

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 369 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Do not inflict any damage over your foe; he might someday become your friend. If
you wish a secret to remain secret, do not reveal it, even if he is reliable. Nobody is

friendlier
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.to your secret than you yourself

,It is better for you to remain silent than

;Telling a person your secret and asking him not to disclose it

,O wise man, block the water from its headspring

;Because when the spring became over-flown, you cannot stop it

,You should not utter anything in private

.Which can not be said at any association of people

!There are many strivers who struggle against themselves . 6

:Trial and perseverance are the agents for material progress and for perfection

[627 "] یعَسَ امَ  اَّلإِ  نِاسَنإِْلِل  سَْیَل  نْأَوَ  "

And that man shall have nothing but what he strives for". Some people struggle in"
." the right direction and in the God's path. And some others go astray

They are deviate "Those who go astray" and are not with favor with Allah "Not the
[path of those upon whom the wrath is brought down" [Qur’an 1:7

It is clear that those who struggle for Allah may not superficially be affluent in this
world; but because God will not leave any service to Him unanswered, such a person

:has gained a lot

" ارًوکُشْمَ مْهُُیْعسَ  نَاکَ  کَِئَلوْأُفَ  نٌِمؤُْم  وَهُوَ  اهَیَْعسَ  اهََل  یعَسَوَ  هَرَخِآْلا  دَارَأَ  نْمَوَ  "

And whoever desires the hereafter and strives for it as he ought to strive and he is a"
[believer; as for these, their striving shall surely be accepted."[628

But those who go astray and perform evil on the earth and commit wrong-doings may
seem lucky ones in the eyes of some. But they are real losers since they have spoiled
their hereafter which is made of the actions we perform here. How ever much they
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strive, they will lose more. Furthermore, such people are
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.usually punished in this world

[629 "] دَاسَفَْلا ُّبحُِی  اَل  هَُّللاوَ  لَسَّْنلاوَ  ثَرْحَْلا  کَِلهُْیوَ  اهَیِف  دَسِْفُیِل  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  یعَسَ  یَّلوَتَ  اذَإِوَ  "

And when he turns back, he runs along in the land that he may cause mischief in it"
"and destroy the tilth and the stock, and Allah does not love mischief-making

And as for those who assume they are doing good when actually are committing sins,
:the Qur’an says

اورُفَکَ نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوأُ  اعًْنصـُ  نَوُنسـِحُْی  مْهَُّنأَ  نَوُبسـَحْیَ  مْهُوَ  ایَْنُّدـلا  هِایَحَْلا  یِف  مْهُُیْعسـَ  َّلضَ  نَیذَِّلا  اًلامَعْأَ  نَیرِسـَخْأَْلاِب  مْکُُئِّبنَُن  لْهَ  لُْـق  "

" اًنزْوَ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  مْهَُل  مُیقُِن  الَفَ  مْهُُلامَعْأَ  تْطَِبحَفَ  هِِئاقَِلوَ  مْهِِّبرَ  تِایَآِب 

Say: shall we inform you of the greatest losers in their deeds? These are they whose"
labor is lost in this world's life and they think that they are well versed in skill of the
work of hand. These are they who disbelieve in the communications of their lord and
His meeting, so their deeds become null, and therefore we will not set up a balance

[for them on the day of resurrection."[630

With regards to the above information, we will understand what Imam Ali (s) means
." by the expression "There are many strivers who struggle against themselves

One who talks too much, says very little . 7

Naturally, a person, who talks a lot, does not have enough time to weigh what he
says. As a result, his speech is both baseless and wrong. The listener also might get

.bored and the speaker may lose his vigor

.Fortunately, in the Islamic traditions all these points are made clear

" راجضإ رُاثکلإا  : " Imam Ali (s) says

Too much talking is hurting people.[631] At another occasion, he has"
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:said

" نهِتَفَ طرِفُتو  رجَضتَفَ  رِثکُت  لافَ  میِلحَلا  ُّلمُِیو  میکِحَلا  ُّلزُِی  رُاثکلإا  "

Too much talking may cause a wise man to go astray and it makes the patient one "
depressed. Thus, do not talk too much since you both make men hurt and cause

[people to disrespect you."[632

:Imam Ali (s) has also said

" للَمَلا ثُرِوُیو  للزَلا  رُِثکُی  هَّناِفَ  مِلاکَلا  هُرَثکَو  كَاّیإ  "

[Avoid talking too much because it increases your errors and boredom".[633"

He has also said

" دحَاَ هِِب  عُفَنیَ  لاو  دٌمَاَ  هَُل  يرُی  لافَ  هِیِناعمَ  صُقُنتَو  هِیشِاوحَ  طُسَبُت  مِلاکَلا  هُرَثکَ  "

Talking too much broadens the scope of speaking and lessens meaning. Nobody will "
[benefit from it.[634

" ملامَلا نِمَاتَ  مَلاکَلا  لِلقاَ  : " He says

[Decrease the amount of speaking so that you become safe from being blamed"[635"

Thinking is the basis of Insight . 8

Wisdom distinguishes man from the beasts. Man uses wisdom to recognize the
.creation facts and relations among them

Thus thinking about similar events is to concentrate on a specific case. If the
conditions for sight are possible and there are no obstacles, seeing will naturally take
place. In the same fashion, if the conditions for thinking are present and the obstacles

[are absent, insight and the understanding of conditions will naturally occur.[636

It is for this reason that in the Islamic traditions thinking is considered as an
.illuminating factor for wisdom
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On the other hand, in the Islamic traditions, it is said that we disclose the unknown
.through our wisdom

[637 "] روُملاا بُهِایغَ  یِلجَنتَ  رِکفِلاِب  "

It is also said that thinking on anything broadens the spirit of realism in a man and
.increases his insight

Finally, thinking is considered not only as an act of worshipping but
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.also an hour of it is considered equal to years of worship

.Imam Ali (s), in his book, points out the role of thinking in the illumination of facts

The effects and role of companionship . 9

One of the factors which build up one's personality is companionship. Since human
nature adopts other people's behaviors easily, when he accompanies the good ones,
he is influenced by them. On the contrary, when he accompanies the bad ones, he

:becomes one of those. It is said

,Do not accompany the bad as far as you cam

;Because human soul adopts other's nature

,Noah's son accompanied the bad ones

.He lost his Prophethood as a result

The dog of the cave settlers for a few days only

.Followed the good ones and became good

Because of this characteristic of impressionability, companionship is emphasized in
.the Islamic traditions and the Qur’anic verses

,It is narrated from Solomon (s), the Prophet, who has said

" هِناوخِاو هِباحصاَ  یلا  بُسَنُیو  هِِنارقاو  هِلاکشاب  لُجُرَلا  فُرَعُی  امَّناف  بحِاصُی  نمَ  یلِا  اورُظُنتَ  یّتحَ  ئیشَِب  لٍجُرَ  یلعَ  اومُکُحتَ  "لا 

Do not judge on people without considering their friends; it is because a man is"
[recognizable through his companies"[638

:Imam Ali (s) has said

، راجّفُلاِب رَاربلأا  قُحِلُت  رِاجّفُلِل  رِاربلأا  هُسََلاجُمو  رِایخلأاب  رَارشلأا  قُحِلُت  رِایخلأا  هُسََلاجُمو  رایخلأاب  َّنظلا  ءَوسُ  ثُرِوُت  رِارشلأا  هُسََلاجُم  "

لافَ هللا  نِیدِ  رِیغَ  یلعَ  اوُناک  نِاو  هللا  نِیدِ  یلع  وَهُفَ  هللا  نِیدِ  لَهاَ  اوُناک  ناِف  هِِئاطلَخُ  یلِا  اورظُناف  هنَیدِ  اوُفرِعتَ  ملو  هرُماَ  مکُیلَعَ  هَبَتَشِا  نمَفَ 
یخآ نمَو  اًرجِافَ  َّنطَِلاخُی  لاو  ارفاک  َّنیخِاؤُی  لافَ  رخِلآا  مویَلاو  اللهاب  نِمؤُی  نَاک  نمَ  لوقی : ناک  ص )  ) هللا لَوسُرَ  َّنِا  هللا  نِیدِ  نِم  هَُل  َّظحَ 
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اًرِفاکَ نَاک  اًرجِاف  طََلاخ  وا  اًرِفاک 
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" اًرجاف

Companionship with the bad causes suspicion towards the good ones; and“
companionship with the good ones causes the good ones to be connected with the
bad ones. Thus, if anybody is difficult to understand or his religion is hard to find out,
look at his friends. If these friends are religious people, so is he. This is because the
Prophet used to say: One who believes in God and the Day of Resurrection should not
make friends with ether infidels or with wrong-doers. Anybody, who does so, is both

[infidel and wrong-doer.[639

:And the Prophet (s) has also said

" لِلاخُی نمَ  مکُدَحاَ  رظُنیلفَ  هِلیِلخَ  نِیدِ  یلع  ءرمَلا  "

A man is of the same religion as his friend's. Then every one of you be careful with"
[whom you are associating".[640

,You first tell me who your friends are

.Then I'll tell you who you are

This very feature of impressionability and companionship caused Aghaba Ibn Abi
Ma’eet to be influenced by the temptations of his old friend Abi Ibn Khalaf to become
infidel to Islam and to pour the intestines of an animal over the Prophet's head and to
insult him and to spit on his sacred face. The Qur’an expresses his mental status at

:the Day of Resurrection through the following words

رِکِّْذلا نْعَ  یِنَّلضـَأَ  دْقـََل  الًیِلخَ  اًنالَُف  ذْخـَِّتأَ  مَْل  یِنتَْیَل  یِتلَْیوَ  ایَ  الًیِبسَ  لِوسَُّرلا  عَمَ  تُذْخـََّتا  یِنتَْیَل  ایَ  لُوقُیَ  هِْیدَیـَ  یلَعَ  مُِلاَّظلا  ُّضعَیَ  مَوْیَوَ  "

" اًلوذُخَ نِاسَنإِْلِل  نُاطَْیَّشلا  نَاکَوَ  یِنءَاجَ  ذْإِ  دَْعَب 

And the day when the unjust one shall bite his hands: O would that I had taken a way"
with the
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Apostle; O woe is me! Would that I had not taken such a one for a friend! Certainly he
led me astray from the reminder after it had come to me; and the Shaitan fails to aid

[man"[641

:Sa’di, concerning companionship, says

,In the bath one day I received a piece of fragrant clay from a friend

I asked the clay if it was musk or ambergris

Because I was drunk with its odor

It said it used to be a worthless piece of clay

But it was componian to a flower

The perfect behavior of the company had influenced it

.Or else it was still the same piece of clay

It is for this reason that in the Qur’an and in traditions there is continuous persuation
over friendship with honest people and genuine God-believers. Making friends with

:unclean people is strictly prohibited. Two of these traditions are reported here

Firstly: Imam Ali (s) has said

" هُبَحِاصُم يدِرُیو  هَُنرِاقُم  کُِلهُی  هَُناِف  ءَوسُلا  نِیرِقَ  هَسََلاجُم  رذَحِا  "

[Avoid associating with a vicious friend who will destroy and belittle his friend"[642“

,Secondly, he said

" اًملع تددزا  امِلاعَ  تَنکُ  نِاو  كَومَُّلعَ  لاًهِاجَ  تَنکُ  نِا  َِنافَ  کََّ مهُِِتشَقَانُم  رِثکاَو  هَمَکحِلاو  عِرَوَلا  لَهاَ  سِِلاجَ  "

Associate with people of wisdom and ask them about marshalling of the affairs. They"
will definitely teach you what you do not know. They will increase your knowledge if

[. you already know something"[643
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The worst food is the illegally gained food . 10

It can not be denied that food is effective in building one's personality. It is because
food changes into energy and sets in motion the body of us and is manifested in the

form of action and work and would
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be permanent in the storage of the days in accordance with the principle of
permanency of matter and energy. It will later manifest into an appropriate shape in

.the Day of Resurrection

.Thus, if food is legally-gained, it will manifest itself as a wholesome nutrient

And it will bring about comfort and ease and it is gained through illegal actions it will
.bring about fire and will badly hurt man

The Holy Qur’an talks about the swallowers of the property of the orphans unjustly in
:the following manner

" ارًیعِسَ نَوْلَصْیَسَوَ  ارًاَن  مْهِِنوطُُب  یِف  نَوُلکُأْیَ  امََّنإِ  امًْلظُ  یمَاتَیَْلا  لَاوَْمأَ  نَوُلکُأْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  "

As for those who swallow the property of the orphans unjustly, surely they only"
[swallow fire into their bellies and they shall enter burning fire"[644

:And as for those who conceal the rights, the Holy Qur’an says

مَوْیَ هَُّللا  مْهُمُِّلکَُی  اَـلوَ  رَاَّنلا  اَّلإِ  مْهِِنوطُُب  یِف  نَوُلکُأْیـَ  امـَ  کَِـئَلوْأُ  الـًیِلقَ  انـًمََث  هِِب  نَورُتَشْیَوَ  بِاتـَکِْلا  نِْم  هَُّللا  لَزَنأَ  امـَ  نَومُُتکْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  "
" مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُلوَ  مْهِیِّکزَُی  اَلوَ  هِمَایَقِْلا 

Surely those who conceal any part of the Book that Allah has revealed and take for it"
a small price, they eat nothing but fire in their bellies, and Allah will not speak to them
on the day of resurrection, nor will he purify them, and they shall have a painful

[chastisement"[645

As you will observe, for both swallowers of the properties of orphans and the
concealers of facts, through which they gain illegal profits, the fire of Hell is
.anticipated. Their actions are symbolized as fires and this hurts them in the Hereafter

اًرضِاح اوُلمِعَ  ام  اودُجَوَو  "
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[647  "] هُرَیَ اًرّش  هًَّرذَ  لَاقَثِم  لمَعیَ  نمَو  [ 646]

And what they had done they shall find present there. And he who has done an"
"atom's weight of evil shall see it

It is for this reason that the illegally gained property is severely reproached in the
Islamic traditions, and it is supposed to be an agent against the acceptance of

:worships and prayers

:The great prophet (s) has said

نِاو هِِب  یلوا  رُانلاف  مُارحَلا  هتَِبنُی  محَل  لکُو  اًحابـص  نَیعَِبراَ  هٌوَعدَ  هَُل  بجَتَـسُت  ملو  هًلَیَل  نَیعَِبراَ  هلاصـَ  هَل  لبَقُت  مل  مٍارحَ  هَمَقُل  لَکـَاَ  نمَ  "

" محْلّلا تُِبنُت  هَدَحِاولا  هَمَقلّلا 

A person who takes a forbidden mouthful of food his prayers will not be acceptable"
for forty nights and his benedictions are not acceptable, either, for forty days. Fire is
preferable to any piece of flask grown out of the forbidden food. Even one mouthful of

[forbidden and illegally gained food is effective in the growth of one's flesh"[648

The great Prophet, when answering someone who wanted his supplication to be
:accepted, said

" مَارحَلا کَنَطَب  لخِدُت  .کَلکَأمَ لا  رِّهطَ  "

[Legalize your food and do not put anything illegally gained into your stomach"[649"

:In a tradition from Imam Sadiq (s) we read

" هبَسَکمَ بّیطَُیلف  هُتَوَعدَ  بَاجتَسُت  ناَ  هَُّرسَ  نْمَ  "

[One who wishes his prayers to be accepted his business should be permissible.[650"

:There is another tradition saying

" مِارحَلا لِکِآ  هُوَعدَ  لاّإ  هٌوَعدَ  یِّنعَ  بُجَحُی  "لا 

Every supplication, except that of swallowers of other people's possessions, is"
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[accepted"[651

:We read in another tradition

" هَُّنجَلا هَُل  تبجَوَ  دِقَفَ  هِِبذَْبذَو  هِِبقَْبقَو  هِقَلَقَل  َّرشَ  یقَوَ  نمَ  "

Any body who could clean his tongue, stomach and sexual organs, the heaven"
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[is his"[652

Regarding the above-mentioned issues, some feeble-minded persons might think the
worst kind of food is the one which hurts him physically. But such impairment is
curable and its time is limited to this world alone. But the damage of the illegally
gained food is related to man's soul and is not repairable most of the time and

.pertains to the hereafter which is eternal

Injustice to the weak is the worst of injustice . 11

Among injustices, the injustice inflicted upon the weak people, who lack the power to
defend themselves, is the worst kind of tyrannies. Injustice to such a person is only
possible who stay away from manhood. But injustice to people who are capable
enough to defend themselves is not of the same magnitude as the first one, but it is

:still very pernicious. This sort of injustice is reproached in the Islamic traditions

:Imam Baqir (s) has said: My Father, at his death, told me one piece of advice

" هللا لاِّا  اًرصِان  کَیلَعَ  دُجِیَ  نمَ لا  مُلظُو  كَاّیِا  َّینَُب  ای  "

My son! Avoid inflicting any injustice upon the one who has no helper except God to"
[stand against you"[653

Imam Ali (s) was once asked: The punishment of which sin will soon make the sinner
:miserable? He answered

" ریقِفَلا یلعَ  یغِبَلاِب  لَاطتَساو  رِیصِْقتَلاِب  ِنلا  هَمَعِّ رَوَاجو  هللا  لاِا  هَل  رَصِان  نمَ لا  مَلَظَ  نمَ  "

One who inflicts injustice upon a person who has no helper except God; who does"
[not appreciate the assets; and who does injustice to the poor."[654

:The Prophet (s) is reported to have said

" هللا رَیغَ  اًرصِان  دُجِیَ  نمَ لا  مَلَظَ  نمَ  یلع  هللا  بُضَغَ  َّدتَشا  "

God's"
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anger toward a person who inflicts injustice onto somebody who does not have any
[helper except God is very severe"[655

:Imam Sadiq (s) is also reported to have said

" َّلجَوَّزعَ هللا  لاِّا  اًنوعَ  اهَیلَعَ  اهُبحِاصَ  دُجِیَ  هٍمَلَظمَ لا  نِم  ُّدشَاَ  هٍمَلَظمَ  نِم  امَ  "

[No injustice is worse than the one whose sufferer has no helper but God"[656"

Sometimes showing severity is better than being tolerant . 12

Sometimes it is advisable to be severe instead of kind and lenient. An example is when
a child or a student take advantage of the kindness of the father or the teacher and
do not take a lesson. In such a case the child or the student should be treated
severely. Another example is when the mass of people take advantage of the
kindness of the country officials and start weakening the government through
participation of revolt. In such a case of mutiny, the severity is necessary. This

.aggression is in fact a kind of tolerance

When we observe that the Prophet (s) and Imam Ali (s), although being kind and
amicable, used aggression towards the mutiny-makers, or our Imam, in struggle
against trouble- makers was severe, we will notice that these actions were to keep

.the independence of the community

:For this reason, Imam (s) has said in his letter

" اًقفرِ قُرَخَلا  نَاک  اًقرَخَ  قُْفرِلا  نَاک  اذِا  "

”. When kindness is clumsiness, clumsiness will be kindness"

Sometimes medicines cause diseases and diseases become cure . 13

The above title simply means that at times something which on appearance looks
hazardous might be useful or vice versa. Thus appearance should not attract our

.attention or should not make us happy or depressed

Be aware of the intention of the Advice-giverS and the well- wishing of the Non-advice-.14
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givers

It might happen that the non-advice-givers are generally not sincere and the advice-
givers are usually assumed to be benevolent. But this should not lead us to accept
wholly what the advice-givers try to tell us or to reject what the non-advice-givers tell

.us

This is because sometimes we behave in contrast to what generally believe: i.e. a non-
advice-giver might be benevolent and well-wisher and an advice-giver might deceive

.us. A wise man listens critically to them

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) emphasizes

" حُصَنتَسمُلا شَغَوَ  حِصِانلا  رُیغَ  حَصََن  امَبرُو  "

"A non-advice-giver might advise you but an advice- giver might deceive you"

:This teaching is in harmony with the instructions of the Holy Qur’an which says

" بِابَْلأَْلا اوُلوْأُ  مْهُ  کَِئَلوْأُوَ  هَُّللا  مْهُادَهَ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوْأُ  هُنَسَحْأَ  نَوعُِبَّتیَفَ  لَوْقَْلا  نَوعُمِتَسْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  يدِابَعِ  رِّْشبَفَ  "

Therefore give good news to my servants: Those who listen to the word then follow"
the best of it; those are they whom Allah has guided, and those it is who are the men

[of understanding"[657

Reliance on wishes is foolishness . 15

As we have already seen, wishes are essentials of man's life. If he did not have these
.wishes, he could not survive

But to live in the world of fantasy and to live a life of dreams will not do because the
materialization of dreams needs hard work and trial. They say "Three things indicate
a weak wisdom: indulgence in dreams, answering fast with no thinking and too much

[laughter"[658

It seems that the topic of Abu Tammam’s poem is related to this part of Imam Ali’s (s)
:statement.[659] Abu Tammam says
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هِِمرغَ یعَرْمَ  نَاک  نمَ  "
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" لاًوزُهمَ لزَیَ  مَل  یِناملأا  ضُورَ  هِِمومُهُو 

A person who sets the garden of wishes as a pasture of his determination shall"
"always remain slim

:Imam Ali (s) says

" یکوُنلا عُِئاضَب  اهَّناِف  ینَمُلا  یلع  لُاکِتلإاو  كَاّیا  "

"Avoid relying on wishes since they are the capital of the fool"

Wisdom is the keeping of Experiences . 16

In the lexicon the word wisdom (aql) means understanding. Sometimes it is used as an
نَومُِلاعَلا لاِّا  اهُلقِعیَ  امو  : infinitive

[And none understand them but the learned"[660"

This word may sometimes be used in the nominal form. In that case it means: "The
power which distinguishes good from bad, right from wrong, and right from lying".[661]

:Perhaps this second meaning is meant by the Prophet (s) when he said

" لِْقعَلا نَِم  هِیلَعَ  مَرَکاَ  اًقْلخَ  هللا  قَلَخَ  امو  "

[God has not created any creature dearer than wisdom"[662"

The word "aql" (wisdom) is sometimes used in the sense of "eqal" which is a band by
which a camel is fettered. Thus, "aql" or wisdom is in fact a power which hinders man

:from going astray. When Imam Sadiq (s) was asked what wisdom was, he answered

" نانَجِلا هِِب  بَسَتَکاو  نِمَحَّرلا  هِِب  دَِبعُ  امَ  "

Wisdom is a power through which man worships God and prepares man to enter the"
". paradise

:Then he was asked: what was in Mo’awiya, then? He answered

" لِْقعَلاِب تسَیَلو  لِقعَلاِب  هٌهَیِبشَ  یَهِوَ  هُنَطَْیشَلا  کَلِت  ءُارَکنَلا  کَلِت  "
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It was deception. It was mischievousness. It looks like wisdom, but is not wisdom""
[[663

And wherever God reproaches people because they lack wisdom, the first meaning is
:meant

" نَوُلقِْعیَ اَل  مْهُفَ  یٌمْعُ  مٌکُْب  ٌّمصُ  "

[Deaf, dumb and blind, so they do not understand"[664"

And wherever man is due to
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lack of wisdom not considered obliged to carry out an action, the second sense is
meant.[665] Al-Kafi mentions "aql", (Wisdom) as the opposite of "Jahl", (ignorance),
and has used "kitab Al-aql wal-jahl" (The book of wisdom and ignorance), Where the

[first sense is meant and not "aql" in contrast to "junun", (madness).[666

Man can comprehend some facts naturally; facts such as the following: whole is
greater than each one of its parts; the combination of two contradictory things is
impossible; justice is good, and the like. Man can also get some facts through
experimentation: facts such as the following: the burning act of fire, the humidity of

.rain, the instability of injustice, etc

:Concerning this, Imam Ali (s) has said

" هِعَفَنمَلا یلا  يدّؤُی  امَهُلاکِو  هَِبرِجْتَلا  لُْقعَو  عِْبطَلا  لُْقعَ  نِلاقعَ : لُْقعَلا  "

There are two sorts of wisdom: natural wisdom and experimental wisdom. Both of"
[these lead man towards benefits."[667

:Imam Ali (s) has also said

" عٌوُنممَ نِیعَلا  ءُوضَو  سِمْشَلا  ءُوضَ  عُفَنیَ  امَکَ لا  عوُبطمَ  کُیَ  مَل  اذِا  عٌومُسمَ  عُفَنیَ  لاو  عٌومُسمَوَ  عٌوُبطمَ  نِلاقعَ : لُقعَلا  "

There are two types of wisdom: natural and auditory. The auditory one, when not"
natural, is not of any use, such as the case of the sun light which is of no use without

[eye-sight."[668

Concerning the fact that the innate, natural wisdom (intelligence) increases with
:experiences, Imam Ali (s) has said

" برِاجتَلاو مِلعِلاِب  دُیزِتَ  هٌزَیرِغَ  لُْقعَلا  "

Wisdom (intelligence) is innately put into man's brain which increases through"
[experiences and knowledge."[669

With regards to the above topics, what Imam Ali (s) means by "aql" in his expression is
”"the experimental and acquired wisdom
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and not theoretical wisdom. And by experience he means the acquisition of partial
samples in order to reach to a general conclusion; examples are: injustice is not

[eternal; the government of righteousness is steady; Samqunia is a laxative, etc.[670

The Best Experiences . 17

As it was discussed previously, experimenting is one of the ways to gain information in
this world. Gaining knowledge and experiences helps us to guide our lives in the right

.path

:Imam Ali (s) says

" کَظعَوَ ام  تَبَّرجَ  ام  رَیخَوَ  "

The experience from which you learn is the best one". The Prophet (s) also has said:"
["A believer is not bitten twice from a hole"[671

It is for this reason that the Holy Qur’an, after telling the exciting stories of the ancient
nations, wants us to take our lessons from them: "In their histories there is certainly a

[lesson for men of understanding"[672

:Imam Ali (s) commands people to take lessons from the previous instructive events

" ظِعِاومَلاوَ رِکذِلاِب  اوعُفِتَناو  غِِلاوبَلا  رِذُُنلاِب  اورُجِدَزاو  عِطِاوسَلا  يلآاب  اورِبتَعاو  عِِفاونَلا  رِبَعِلاِب  اللهِا  دَابعِِ  اوظُعَِّتاف  "

O servants of God, take your lessons from what is useful and instructive. Delve into"
the bright verses (of the Qur’an) and be revered by the revealing pieces of advice

[offered there."[673

:Imam Ali (s) has also said

" بِِقاوعَلا نعَ  یَمِعَ  بِرِاجتَلا  نعَ  یَِنغَ  نمَ  بطِاوعَلا , نَِم  مَِلسَ  بِرِاجتَلا  نَِم  مَکَحاَ  نمَ  "

One who gets the right lesson from the experiences is safe from reproaches; and"
[one who does not care about experiences can not anticipate the future"[674

( رابَِتعلاِا رُمِثُت  هَُبرِجتَلا  : ) He has also said
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[The fruit of experiences is teaching lessons”.[675“

:He has said elsewhere

تَباصاَ بَرِاجتَلا  ظَفِحَ  نمَ  "
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" هُُُلاعَفاَ

[One who takes lessons from experiences, his actions will be straight"[676"

.But, unfortunately, as Imam Ali (s) says, the number of those who take lessons is few

" رابِتعلإا َّلقَاو  ربَعِلا  رَثَکا  امَ  "

How great the number of cases for taking lessons is and how small is the number of"
[those who take lessons!"[677

Taking Advantage of chances . 18

The proper conditions are not always ready for man. But once in a while there are
good chances which are available to him. Later on, they might not exist any more. The

:Prophet (s) has said in this regard

" اهل اوضَُّرعتَفَ  لاأ  تٌاحَفَن  مکُرِهدَ  مِاّیأ  یف  مکُِّبرَِل  َّنِا  "

There are some breezes from God during your life-time. Get yourselves in a position"
[that you could benefit from them."[678

,In this relation, the Prophet (s) is reported to have said

" هُنعَ قُلَغُی  یتمَ  يردُی  هَّنإف لا  هُزهِتَنیَلفَ  رِیخَلا  نَِم  بٌاَب  هَُل  حَِتُف  نْمَ  "

One to whom a door of benevolence open up, let him seizes the opportunity since it is"
[not clear until what time it will remain open"[679

Of course the chances are as unstable as the clouds in the sky. You should seize them
.or else you will lose them for ever

" بِاحسَلا َّرمَ  ُّرمُتَ  اهَّناف  رِیخَلا  صَرَُف  اوزُهِتَنِا  "

[Make use of good chances since they go away like clouds".[680"

" صٌصَغُ صِرَفُلا  كُرتَ  "
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[Losing chances creates sorrows".[681"

:The Prophet (s) told Abuzar

لَبقَ کَتَایحَو  کَِلغشـُ  لَبقَ  کَغَارفَو  كَرِقفَ  لَبقَ  كَانغِو  کَمِقَسـَ  لَبقَ  کَِتحّصـَو  کَِمرَهَ  لَبقَ  کََبابشـَ  سٍمخَ : لَبقَ  اًـسمخَ  مِنتَغِْا  "

" کَِتومَ

Take advantage of five things prior to five other things: your youth prior to your age, "
your health prior to your sickness, your needlessness prior to
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[your poverty, your recreation prior to your job, and your life prior to your death."[682

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) in his letter gives the following statement

" هًصّغُ نَوکُتَ  نأ  لَبقَ  هَصَرفُلا  ردِاَب  "

." Take advantage of a chance before you miss it or else you will feel sorrow"

:Sa’di, the Persian poet, says

,O young man obey your God today

;Because tomorrow, when you are old, you may not act as a young man

,The world stole form me days

,Each day of which was followed by a Qadr night

,Alas I did not appreciate the value of that day

;Now I start realizing, which is too late

,Due to my ignorance I lost the clear water

;Now I have to carry out Tayamum for my prayers

,When you are in the middle part of youth

;Your night is over, stop sleeping

,Now you try when the water is up to your waist

;Not at the time when flood passes over you head

;Do not waste your life using words like alas

.Because opportunity is dear and time is short

Not every intender reaches his goals ; Nor does every absentee returns home.19
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Sometime a man notices that he has not reached his goals in life. This makes him to
become depressed. He might even seclude himself from the community. He might

.then become a pessimist

Imam Ali (s) wants to, through examples, show us that his phenomenon is very
commonplace. It is not you alone who have not reached your goals: there are other
people like you. Should they be sad and depressed like you? Or should they circle the

difficulty and find a way out? It is clear that this is

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 396 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


the right way. You might perhaps not have reached your objectives. But is the system
of the world established in such a way that everyone should succeed? Should every
passenger return home? Since this is the case, you have to be content of your God-
given fate and avoid being crushed by dipression and disappointment. You have to

.use your means to compensate for what you have lost

Regretting the past and worrying about future are tow mental disturbances which
inflict many people and have put hurdles on their right ways of life. This problem will

.be solved through a right planning, however

:Imam as-Sadiq (s) has said

" هُلماَ هِیِف  امّنإ  اًدغَو  هومُِنتَغیَ  ناَ  یغِبَنیَفَ  هیِف  سُاّنلا  مٌویَو  كُرَدُی  مٌویَفَ لا  هٌَثلاَث : مُاّیلاا  "

Life consists of three days: first, the day which has passed and never comes back"
again; second, the present day in which people are living. It is under the control of
[people and they may use it wisely. Third, tomorrow, for which people are waiting."[683

Concerning the avoidance of regression and worry about the past and future Imam
:Ali (s) says

" تِآ وهُ  امِب  دِادعِتسلاا  نِعَ  کَلَغَشیَفَ  تَاف  ام  یلع  مّهَلا  کَبَلقَ  رعِشُْت  "لا 

Do not awaken inside yourself the events of the past since it will hinder your future"
[development."[684

:He has also said

" هًَّصغُ كَاتاَ  دقَ  يذِّلا  کَمَویَ  یلع  کَِتأیَ  مَل  يذِّلا  کَِمویَ  َّمهَ  لمِحتَ  "لا 

Do not impose the unseen tomorrow upon the present time and do not add to your"
[today’s load"[685

:Elsewhere Imam Ali (s) has said

" اًعزَجَ هِیلعَ  سَأتَ  لافَ  اهَنِم  کَتَافَ  اموَ  "
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Do not worry upon what you have"
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[lost in this world"[686

(: It is also said by Imam Ali (s

" هِیِف ام  مٍویَ  لُکُ  كَافکَ  کَِمویَ  ِّمهَ  یلع  کَِتنَسَ  َّمهَ  لمِحتَ  لافَ  "

Do not impose the worries of the unseen next year over today. What tasks each day"
[brings upon will suffice".[687

:One of the poets has written

,Why should the earth-dwellers

;Refer to the past events, always

?Why are they sad because of the past events

?Why should they cry on the present happenings

,They have nothing to do except complaining

;They would not take lessons from their past

,One, in his heyday of youth

;Regrets over his childhood

,He is the most handsome

;But frowns and gets an angry face

,How nice the past childhood was, he says

;Be happy that that time has returned

,The other has gone through the youth

;And has found it extremely rough
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,He has lost vigor, wisdom and intelligence

;And he has made it his motto to talk on youth

?Where are the days of strength

;So that I could once again engage in love

,What I have seem among people

;Nobody thinks about now, I found

,Everybody is under the influence of illusions

;Nobody had anything except sorrow

,They don’t know that

.The present will become past pretty soon

Destroying the provisions for the hereafter and th Resurrection day id a great one.20

Those who envisage life only as it is in this world and do not consider the other world,
see man’s life and death as these pertain to the world of beasts and which are

[materially determined.[688

The act of providing for the provisions for the next world might seem vague and at
[times meaningless to these people.[689

But those who do not limit life span only to the life here and are of the conviction
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that we have transformed from material phase to the animal phase and to the human
state and finally enter a phase called the Hereafter or Doom’s Day. These stages
were carried out without our consent, however. In the Hereafter we have to harvest
what we have planted in this world. And if such a day did not exist, first the creation
would be aimless; secondly, the lack of such a day is in contradiction with God’s

justice; thirdly, the unstable nature of this world shows that

" یعَسْتَ امَِب  سٍْفَن  ُّلکُ  يزَجُْتِل  اهَیفِخْأُ  دُاکَأَ  هٌیَِتآ  هَعَاَّسلا  َّنإِ  "

Surely the hour is coming. I am about to make it manifest so that every soul may be"
[rewarded as it strives".[690

Therefore, if a person destroys the provisions of this hazardous way and thinks of life
as it is here in this world, he will do not enjoy a true life even here because he has
disobeyed God.[691] Since the Resurrection is inevitable and everybody should see the
consequences of his actions in this world, therefore, as Imam Ali (s) has warned us,
we should not engage in destroying the provisions for Hereafter by wrong deeds and

.holding wrong ideology. This would be a great loss

Every Act Has An End . 21

Definitely each act has an end. Therefore we should act in such a way as to get good
results. This is only possible through the following ways: First, before engaging in an
act, see the end: if it is right, do it; or else, leave it. A man came up to the Prophet (s)

and
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asked him to offer him some pieces of advice. The Prophet (s) asked him three times if
he would carry out what he advised him on. The answer was positive. The Prophet (s)

:then said

" هُنعَ هِتَناف  اًّیغ  کُیَ  نِاو  هِضِماف  اًدشرُ  کُیَ  نإف  هُتَبَِقاعَ  رَّبدَتَفَ  رٍمأِب  تَممَهَ  تَنأ  اذِا  کَیصِوُا  "

I advise you to see the end of an action before carrying it out. If it is right, do it; but"
[leave it if it is wrong".[692

:Second, select the right path of action since the Holy Qur’an says

" اهَِباوَْبأَ نِْم  تَوُیُبْلا  اوُتْأوَ  یقََّتا  نْمَ  َّرِبْلا  َّنکَِلوَ  اهَرِوهُظُ  نِْم  تَوُیُبْلا  اوُتأْتَ  نْأَِب  ُّرِبْلا  سَْیَلوَ  "

But righteousness is this that one should guard against evil; and go into the houses"
[by their doors."[693

:Jabir has reported from Imam Baqir (s) his saying

" نَاکَ رِوملاا  َّيأ  اهِتاهجِ  نِم  رَوُملاا  اوُتأتَ  نأ  یغِبَنیَو  "

[It is advisable to enter the right door in any action, whatever action or work it is"[694"

On the one hand, the Holy Qur’an enumerates the good things[695] which await the
true believers[696] (those who guard against evil). On the other hand, the Qur’an
orders people from being rejecters[697], guilty,[698] mischief-makers[699] and unjust.

[[700

:Imam Sadiq (s) says

هِمِلحِب َّرتَغتَ  ناَو  هِیصـِاعمَ  یف  هَُئامَعَن  لَذِـبتَ  ناَ  هَُّقحَ  مِّظعفَ الله  لِامعلاا  لِضَفا  یف  تَناو  ضَِبقتَ  یّتحَ  کُـلمَعَ  رٍیخَِب  مَتَخُی  نأ  تَدراَ  نِا  "
" انِتَّدومَِب لُحِتَنیَ  وا  انرُکُذیَ  هُتَدجَوَ  نمَ  َّلکُ  مرِکاَو  کَنعَ 

If you wish your acts to end up being good, in such a way that at the death time you"
have a good record of good deeds, it is necessary for you to observe God’s rights, to

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 402 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


consume His assets in the right way and not to be proud of God’s patience and to
[respect anybody related to us."[701

Third, the selection of right ways and the carrying out of good deeds should be
continuous all the way through the life. There are some, like talhe, Zobeir, Hessan Ibn
Sabet, Osame Bin Zeid, and others who selected the right way at first but later

.disregarded their obligations and turned into the losers

In contrast, there have been people who were wrong-doers along their life but
suddenly, due to the right decision- making, have turned into the lucky ones:

[examples are the following: Hor Ibn Yazeed ar-Ryahi, and Zahir Ibn Qin.[702

For this reason, the end point is of crucial significance. Jesus Christ (s) has said in this
:connection

رٍجَحَ رَخِآ  َّنِا  مکَُل  لُوقا  ٍّقحَِب  لاق : هللا ؟ حَورُ  ای  لُوقُتَ  اذامفَ  اولاق : کَِلذکـَ ، مکَُل  لُوقا  اـناَو لا  هِسِاسـَأِب  ءَاـنِبلا  َّنِا  نَوُلوقُیَ : سَاّـنلا  َّنِا  "
" سُاسلأا وَهُ  لُِماعلا  هُعُضَیَ 

People say: The value of a building is determined by its base. But I do not say like this."
The last stone which the builder puts on the building is the basis." The narrator syas

["What is meant is the end-product"[703

:The Prophet (s) is also reported to have said

" رِخِلآاو لَِّولأاِب  ذَخُِا  هِرِمعُ  نِم  یَقَِب  امَیِف  ءَاساَ  نمَو  هِِبنذَ  نِِم  یضَمَ  امِب  ذُخَاؤُی  هِرِمعُ  نِم  یَقَِب  امیِف  نَسَحاَ  نمَ  "

One who does good deeds for the remaining part of his life shall not suffer for the"
sins previously performed. But the one who carries out illegal and nasty deeds, will be

punished both
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[for his punt and for his future"[704

:The Prophet (s) is also reported to have said

" همُِتاوخَ لِمَعَلا  كُلاِم  "

[The criterion for the action to be right or wrong is its end point"[705"

.However, it is us who determine the result of our action

You will receive what it is determined for you to get . 22

All events of this world, including the sustenance and livelihood of all creatures, are
:predetermined by Allah

" مٍوُلْعمَ رٍدَقَِب  اَّلإِ  هُُلِّزنَُن  امَوَ  هُُنِئازَخَ  اَندَْنعِ  اَّلإِ  ءٍیْشَ  نِْم  نْإِوَ  "

And there is not a thing but with us are the treasures of it, and we do not send it"
[down but in a known measure".[706

And Allah will determine each creature's sustenance in accordance with its capacities.
Since the gaining of livelihood through prohibited ways entails mental and spiritual
losses, we are not allowed to engage in greed, injustice, aggression, theft or the like

.to achieve our objectives

Imam Ali (s) prohibits us from gaining possessions through illegal and forbidden
means and warns us that the predetermined sustenance will keep a person from

.engaging in unlawful acts

Thus, the traditions and the verses of the Holy Qur’an which deal with the
predetermination of livelihood are a hurdle on the way of the greed of the world-
mongers who do every sort of injustice to attain what they wish for. These verses and
traditions warn such people not to struggle in vain. If they go through legal ways, they

[will receive what they need.[707

:And the Holy Qur’an says
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" نٍیِبُم بٍاتَکِ  یِف  ٌّلکُ  اهَعَدَوْتَسُْموَ  اهََّرقَتَسُْم  مُلَْعیَوَ  اهَُقزْرِ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  اَّلإِ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  هٍَّبادَ  نِْم  امَوَ  "

And there is no animal in the earth but on Allah"
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is the sustenance of it, and He knows its resting place and its depository; all things are
[in a manifest book"[708

Little possession may sometimes yield better profits . 23

A possession gained through illegal and incorrect means may be large but has evil
consequences. Such illegally-gained assets are usually short-lived for one thing and
are a burden over the shoulders of the possessor. But legally-gained assets may be

.small but they have pleasant consequences

:Imam al-Kadhim (s) says

" رِاّنلا یلِا  هُدَازَ  نَاک  هُفََّلخَ  امَو  هِیلَعَ  رجَؤُی  مَل  هُقَفَناَ  امَو  هِیِف  هَُل  كرَابُی  مَل  یمََن  نِاو  یمَنیَ  مَارحَلا لا  َّنِا  "

Illegally-gained assets will not increase in volume and value. Even if they increased,"
they will not last. If anybody donates anything from such possessions, there will not
be any rewards for them. (This, in fact, is another crime). If anything is left of such

[illegal assets, they will be provisions for one's Hell fire"[709

:Imam as-Sadiq (s) has said

" رِباهَن یف  هللا  هُبَهَذاَ  شوِاهمَ  نِم  لاًام  عَمَجَ  نمَ  "

A person who gains assets illegally will dissipate them in such a way that he will get"
[nothing in the end; only the sin and wrong-doing remain"[710

Abu Othman says: I knew a father who loved one of his sons, but hated the other. At
his death time he endowed all his possession, which was more than two hundred
thousand Derhams, to his beloved son and deprived the other one of his possession.
The man was an oil-seller. After a while, I noticed that the family of the deprived

[brother was being fed by the rich one.[711

Each one of us comes across individuals
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who have amassed huge amounts of wealth, but who have amassed huge amounts
of wealth, but who have gone wretched. On the other hand, we know individuals who
.started from nothing but have been successful in life. History is filled with such events

Do not look for goodness in a wretched companion and in an accused friend.24

One of the benefits of friendship is to get help in solving problems. It is for this reason
:that Imam Ali (s) orders us

" مٍیمِحَ قٍیدِصَ  اَلوَ  نَیعِِفاشَ  نِْم  انََل  امَفَ  یلاعتَ : هِِلوقَ  یلِا  نَوعُمِتَستَ  لااَ  هِرَخِلآاو  اینُّدلا  یف  هٌَّدعُ  مهَُّنإف  نِاوَخلإاِب  مکُیلَعَ  "

Strengthen your friendship bonds with your religion brothers, who are a means of"
prosperity both here and in the Hereafter. Have you not heard that Allah in the Holy
Qur’an reports from the sinners who say: On this hard day, we have no friend or

[helper to help us."[712

Imam Ali (s) introduces a friend as a close relative and the best agent for prosperity
.both here and in the Hereafter

[713 "] نِیرَخذٌلا لُضَفأ  قُیدَِّصلا  بِرِاقلأا  بُرَقاَ  قُیدَِّصلا  "

One, who does not advise you and show you your defects when accompanying you,
!his companionship will cause you troubles. Let you know this

[714 "] تمِلعَ نِا  کَیلَعَ  لٌاَبو  هُتبَحصُفَ  کَسِْفَن  یلع  اًنیعُِم  کَُبحَصیَ  نمَ لا  "

:For this reason, the great prophet (s) has said

" هِتسََلاجُم یف  کََل  رَیخَ  لافَ  هُایندُو  هِِنیدِِب  عفَنتَ  مَل  نمَ  "

A person whose religion and world can not be of any use to you, will not be of any"
[benefit to you"[715

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) in his litter has emphasized

" نٍیِنظَ قٍیدِصَ  یف  لاو  نٍیهُِم  نٍیعُِم  یف  رَیخَ  "لا 
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There is no goodness“
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”in a wretched companion and in the accused friend

Patiently benefit from your time . 25

When life conditions are proper for us, we should patiently benefit from it and we
should not overtax ourselves. Some of the self-satisfied individuals would go very fast

.when they are at the zenith of fame

We may easily find samples in history. The communist government of Russia (USSR)
and the Baas party and Saddam Hossein in Iraq clearly show that exerting pressure

.on people lead to the poverty and wretchedness of people

But the wise people continuously try to recognice the capacity and potentials of their
:time and patiently benefit from them. Regarding this, Imam Ali (s) has said

" هَُنامزَ يرادَ  نمَ  مُزِاحلا  "

"A provident man is one who adopts to his time"

:Imam Ali (s) emphasizes in his letter

" هدُوعُُق کََل  َّلذَ  ام  رَهدَلا  لهِاسَ  "

". While time is your, make the best out of it"

Of course, this act of tolerance towards time, even when the conditions are not
favorable, like the twenty-five-year stay of Imam Ali (s) at home or the ten –year stay
of the second Imam (s) at home or the cease fire between Iran and Iraq by Imam
Khomeini (s) is very hard to digest, but this tolerance and prudence is necessary at

.times

Do not endanger your position for assumed benefits . 27

Man sometimes, in the hope to gain more profits, engages in some actions the results
.of which are not clear to him

But it should be observed that man’s actions should be based on reason and wise
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probability is part of man’s procedure to safeguard higher benefits. It is for this
reason that man should not lose his capital for the sake of assumed
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.improbable benefits

There are some people who do not make use of prudence and get themselves
involved in hazardous actions. For instance, without considering the status of a
merchandise item at the business circles, he purchases those goods in the hope to

.gain more profits. In this way the greedy merchant easily goes bankrupt

Imam Ali (s) means by an adventurer merchant the one, who keeps his capital but in
order to get more profits, he engages in wise transactions. But when Imam Ali (s)

:says

" هُنِم رَثَکأ  ءَاجرَ  ئٍیشَِب  رطِاخُت  لاو  "

"Do not endanger your position for improbable benefits"

.he means the greed-motivated actions of the businessman which are harmful for him

Do not be stubborn . 28

Being stubborn is one of the most hateful traits of human being. The Holey Qur’an,
talks about the disclaimers of right fullness, who suffer from obstinacy; the Qur’an

:says: These people insist on their wrong ways ignoring the assets they enjoy

" نَوعَُّرضَتَیَ امَوَ  مْهِِّبرَِل  اوُناکَتَسْا  امَفَ  بِاذَعَْلاِب  مْهُاَنذْخَأَ  دْقََلوَ  نَوهُمَْعیَ  مْهِِنایَْغطُ  یِف  اوُّجلََل  ٍّرضُ  نِْم  مْهِِب  امَ  انَْفشَکَوَ  مْهُانَمْحِرَ  وَْلوَ  "

And if we show mercy to them and remove the distress they have, they would persist"
in their inordinacy, blindly wandering on. And we overtook them with chastisement,

[but they were not submissive to their lord, nor do they humble themselves."[716

:Concerning these obstinate people, the Holy Qur’an says

" رٍوفُُنوَ ٍّوُتعُ  یِف  اوُّجَل  لَْب  هُقَزْرِ  کَسَْمأَ  نْإِ  مْکُُقزُرْیَ  يذَِّلا  اذَهَ  نَّْمأَ  "

Or who is it that will give you sustenance if He should withhold His sustenance? Nay!"
[They persist in disdain and aversion"[717

:Imam Ali (s) says
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" يَأرلا بُِلستَ  هُجَاجَللا  "

Obstinacy deprives man of the"
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[right of decision-making".[718

At another case, he considers obstinacy as an agent for destruction

" جاجلّلا هَّیطِمَ  کَِب  حَیطِتَ  نأ  كَاّیِا  "

[Avoid obstinacy because it will destroy its beholder"[719"

In a letter which he has written to people in different cities explaining the status of
:saffein, Imam Ali (s) talks about the nastiness of obstinacy in the following words

" هِسِأرَ یلع  ءِوسَلا  هُرَِئادَ  ترَاصَو  هِِبلقَ  یلع  هللا  نَار  يذِّلا  سُکِارلا  وهُفَ  يرَامتَو  َّجَل  نمَو  "

One who persists in obstinacy is a traitor whose heart as if has rusted and he has"
[become liable to evil calamities by the tyrants."[720

Sometimes this state of obstinacy is so great that the stubborn person, in order not to
yield to justice, asks God for the descent to divine chastisement so that he may get
destroyed, but he is not ready to hear the truth. In the occasion of the descent of the
holy sura of Ma’arij we read: When the great Prophet (s) of Islam introduced Imam Ali
(s) as his substitute in al-Ghadeer, a man called Loqman Ibn Harith or Harith Ibn
Noaman or Jabir Ibn Nasr asked the Prophet (s): Did you do this on your own or was it

:an order from Allah?" The Prophet (s) answered

." I swear by Allah who is unique this act was done by His order"

:When No’man heard this reply from the Prophet, he went away, saying

" ءِامََّسلا نِْم  هًرَاجَحِ  انَْیلَعَ  رْطِْمأَفَ  كَدِْنعِ  نِْم  َّقحَْلا  وَهُ  اذَهَ  نَاکَ  نْإِ  َّمهَُّللا  "

." O God, if this is correct, throw a stone from the sky upon us"

At this moment, a stone fell from the
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sky, killing him on the spot. The following Qur’anic verse was then revealed to the
:Prophet

[721 "] جِرِاعَمَْلا يذِ  هَِّللا  نِْم  عٌِفادَ  هَُل  سَْیَل  نَیرِفاکَْلِل  عٍِقاوَ  بٍاذَعَِب  لٌِئاسَ  لَأَسَ  "

One demanding, demanded the chastisement which must befall. The unbelievers-"
[. there is none to avert it. From Allah, the Lord of the ways of Ascent." [Qur’an 70:1-3

:It is for this reason that we sometimes hear

" جاجّلّلا هللا  نَعََل  "

". May Allah curse the obstinate"

:Imam Ali (s) has also said

" ءلابَلِل ضٌرّعَتَُم  جاجلّلا  بُکِارَ  "

[One who rides the palfrey of obstinacy is exposed to misfortunes"[722"

:Imam Ali (s) has also said

[723 "] بطَعَلا جاَّجلّلا  هُرمََث  "

". The fruit of obstinacy is destruction"

:Imam Ali (s) in his letter has also said

" جاجلّلا هَُّیطِمَ  کَِب  حَمَجتَ  نأ  كَاّیاو  "

." Avoid riding on the palfrey of obstinacy"

17

یلع هِدِعُابتَ  دَنعِو  لِذْبَلا  یلع  هِدِومُجُ  دَنعِو  هَِبرَاغمُلاو  فِطلّلا  یلع  هِدِودصُ  دَنعِو  هلَِّصلا  یلع  هِِِمرْصَ  دَنعِ  کَیخِاَ  نِم  کَسَفَن  لمِِحا  "

رِیغَ یف  کَِلذ  عَضَتَ  نا  كَاّیِاو  کَیلَعَ  هٍمَعِن  وذ  هُّنأـکو  دٌـبعَ  هَُل  کَّـنأک  یّتحَ  رِذـعُلا  یلع  هِِمرجُ  دَـنعِو  نیلّلا  یلع  هِِتَّدشـِ  دَـنعِو  ِّوُندـلا 
عَّرجَتَو هًحَیِبقَ  وا  هًنسَحَ  هِحَیصـِنَلا  كَاخاَ  ضحِماو  کَقَیدِصَ  يَدِاعُتفَ  اًقیدِصَ  کَقِیدِصَ  َّودُعَ  َّنذَخَِّتِت  هِِلها لا  رِیغَِب  هلَعَفتَ  ناَ  وا  هِعِضـِومَ 

هُّنإف لِضفَلاب  كَِّودعَ  یلع  ذخُو  کََل  نَیِلیَ  نأ  کُشَوُی  هّنإف  کَظََلاغَ  نمَِل  نِلوَ  هًَّبغمَ  َّذَـلاَ  لاوَ  هًبِقاعَ  اهنِم  یلَحاَ  هًعَرجُ  رَا  مَل  یِناف  ظَیغَلا 
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.امَ اًمویَ  کَِلذَ  هَُل  ادَب  نِا  اهیَلِا  عُجِریَ  هًّیقَِب  کَسِفَن  نِم  هَُل  قِِبتَساف  کَیخِاَ  هَعَیطِقَ  تَدرَا  نِاو  نیرَفَظَلا  یلحا 

نکُیَ لاوَ  .هَّقحَ  تَعـضاَ  نمَ  خٍأب  کََل  سَیَل  هُّنإف  هنَیَبو  کَنَیَب  امَ  یلع  ِتا  لاًاکِّ کَیخِاَ  َّقحَ  َّنعَیضـُِت  لاوَ  هَّنظَ  قِّدصـَف  اًریخَ  کَِـب  َّنظَ  نمَوَ 
َّنَنوکیَ لاوَ  کَنعَ  دَهِزَ  نمَیِف  َّنبَغَرتَ  لاوَ  کَِب  قِلخَلا  یقَشاَ  کَُلهاَ 
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هَُّنإف کَمُلظُ  کَیلعَ  َّنرَُبکیَ  لاوَ  نِاسَحلإا  یلع  کَنِم  يوقا  هِءَاسـَلإا  یلع  َّنَنوکُیَ  ـلاوَ  هِتلَصـِ  یلعَ  کَـنِم  يوقاَ  کَِـتعَیطِقَ  یلعَ  كَوخُاَ 
" هءَوسُتَ نا  كََّرسَ  نمَ  ءُازجَ  سَیَلو  کَعِفَنو  هِترّضَمَ  یف  یعسْیَ 

Against the abnormal behaviors which are seen in your brothers, carry out the“
following actions: when he disconnects with you, you try to connect with him. When he
is not in friendly to you, you show kindness and associate with him. When he shows
stinginess, be generous towards him; when he is aloof, you come hear to him. When

he is severe, you be lenient towards him. When he commits a crime, you forgive him.
Treat him as if you were his slave and he was your master. But be alert not to do
actions out of their proper contexts. Do not do anything good for an evil-doer. Never
adopt as your friend your friend’s enemy: in this way you have done injustice towards
your friend. Show benevolence to your brother. Suppress your anger: I have not seen

.an act sweeter, and pleasanter than this

Show lenience towards anybody who treats you coarsely: he will soon show
.tenderness

Treat your enemy generously. If you wanted to cut your brother hood bonds, leave
some room for friendship so that if he returns someday, he may once again be your
friend. Anybody who assumes you are kind, show him practically that you are kind.
Never do you spoil your brother’s right simply because he trusts your friendship. This

.is because such a person may not consider himself as your brother
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.Do not show love towards anybody who does not love you

Do not consider as great the tyranny and injustice of anybody towards you because in
fact he is acting against himself and doing you a favor. The reward of anybody who

”. makes you happy is not to do him wrong

Description17

The role of friendship and the tasks imposed by it

Imam Ali (s) , in this letter, mentions some of the delicate tasks of a man towards his
:friend.We will refer to some of these points below

Although some of these points have already been dealt with sporadically in this book,
.a compact summary of them is in order here

:As we know, a man needs a genuine friend and companion for the following reasons

Man is a sociable creature by nature. He may not carry on living without a . 1
.companion

:Thus, Raqeb, under the item "ensan" (man) writes

Man is called (man) because he is created in such a way that he can not continue his"
life without others. Thus, it is said that man is sociable by nature. This is because he

[may not solve his problems without others’ cooperation"[724

One of the ways a man’s personality takes form is his association with his fellow- . 2
creatures. This is because, due to his habit formation trait, he learns from others. It is

,said

[725 "] هنیرِقَو هلیِلخَ  نِیدِ  یلعَ  ءُرمَلا  "

". Let me know with whom you associate, then I will tell who you are"

A man has got some needs which he can not satisfy single-handedly. A friend can . 3
:help him out of his difficulties. Imam Ali (s) has said in this respect
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مکُیلَعَ "
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" هِرَخِلآاوَ ایندّلا  یف  هٌَّدعُ  مهَُّناِف  نِاوخلااب 

Do not forget to have brethren and good friends; they are good companions and"
[attendants for your affairs here and in the hereafter."[726

However, firstly in selecting friends we should take care. The person might tarn out to
.be a thief

:Imam Ali (s) has said in this respect

" ملَعتَ تَناو لا  اًرّش  هِعِبطَ  نِم  قرِسیَ  کَعَبطَ  َّنإف  رَیِّرشلا  بِحَصتَ  "لا 

Do not take a bad person as your friend because your nature unknowingly steals"
:from his nasty nature." In another occasion, Imam Ali (s) has said

[727 "] رارشلأا هقَفَارُم  یلإ  رارطضلإا  هُأجلأ  رابتخا  رِیغَ  نِم  اًخأ  ذَخّتا  نمَ  "

A person who unknowingly makes friends with others should accept becoming"
"friends with the corrupted people

Secondly, when we purposefully select a person as a friend, we will know the limits of
.friendship. Finding a friend is easy, keeping him is much harder

" مهُنِم هِِب  رَفَظَ  نمَ  عََّیضَ  نمَ  هُنِم  زُجَعأو  ناوخلاا ، بِاسِتکا  نع  زَجِعَ  نمَ  سِاّنلا  زُجَعأ  "

The weakest person is the one who can not find a friend and still weaker than such a"
[person is the one who loses his friend."[728

The Rights and limits of friendship in Imam Ali’s words

explaination

In books on ethics there are discussion on the rights and limits of friendship in detail.
There are even some books written on this issue.[729] But in the following section we

.will describe these rights as Imam Ali (s) perceives them

Protecting the friendship bond . 1
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One of the rights of friendship is the protection of the friendship bond. Imam Ali (s) in
:this respect says

" هِناوخِا مِیدِقَ  ظُفحِو  هِِناطوأ  یلا  هنیِنحَو  هِِنامزَ  نِم  یضَمَ  ام  یلع  هُؤُاکُب  ءِرمَلا  مِرَکَ  نِم  "

One of the glories of man is to weep upon the days of his life that he has passed"
negligently; another glory is to love his homeland and the third glory of his life is to

[keep his old friends".[730

Imam Ali (s) reports from the Prophet (s) that he considered thirty rights for a
[Moslem's friendship bonds.[731

Now what should one do if his partner sold this valuable item for nothing? Should he
stay indifferent towards the other person's indignation, or should he do his best to

?establish his friendship once again

In books of traditions there are many cases on friendship. We will discuss two of them
:here

:a) The great Prophet (s) has said

هیخِأ مِلاکَ  یلإ  قَبَسـَ  امهُیأف  هٌیَلاوِ  امهُنَیَب  نکُیَ  مَلو  ملاـسلإا  نِم  نِیجَراخَ  اناک  لاّإ  نِاحِلطَـصیَ  اًثلاَث لا  اثکمَفَ  ارجَاهتَ  نِیمَِلـسُم  اـمُیأ  "

" بِاسحِلا مَویَ  هَّنجَلا  یلإ  قَِباسلا  نَاک 

If two Moslems were angry with each other for three days and did not try to"
reconcile they would be out of Islam. Any one who tries to establish the friendship

[bond sooner, will enter the paradise earlier than the other one"[732

b) Imam
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:Sadiq (s) has stated

كَادِف هللا  ینلَعَجَ  بتعُم : هَُل  لَاقف  امهُلاکِ  کَِلذ  َّقحَتَسا  امَبرُو  هَنَعلّلاو  هَءَاربَلا  امهُدُحَا  بَجَوتَـسا  لاّإ  نِارجهِلا  یلع  نِلاجُرَ  قُرِتَفیَ  "لا 
َّزاعف نانثا  عَزَانتَ  اذإ  لوقی : یبا  تُعمِسـَ  هِِملاکَ ، نعَ  هَل  سُمَاعتیَ  لاو  هِتلَصـِ  یلإ  هُاخأ  اوعُدیَ  هَّنلإ لا  لَاق  موُلظمَلا ؟ لُاَب  امفَ  مِلاظَلا  اذـه 

هللا َّنإف  هبحِاص  نَیَبو  هنَیَب  نَارجهِلا  عَطَقیَ  یّتحَ  مُِلاظَلا  اَنأ  یخأ  يأ  هِِبحِاصِل : لَوقیَ  یّتح  هِبحِاصـَ  یلإ  مُوُلظمَلا  عجِریَلفَ  رَخـلآا  امَهُدُـحا 
" مِلاظلا نَِم  مِوُلظمَلِل  ذُخُأی  لٍدع  مُکَحَ  یلاعتو  كَرَابت 

If two friends stop talking and will not reconcile, one or both of them deserve Allah's“
chastisement. Moatab, one of Imam's close friends asked him: The one who is tyrant
deserves the punishment. What about the oppressed one: what is his fault? Imam (s)
answered: he is guilty because he has not invited his friend to establish the friendship
bond once again. I heard from my father who said: If two persons quarrel and one is
victorious, the defeated one should go to the other and tell him: "I am the oppressor".

[In this way, they can make peace. Allah is just. He will punish the oppressor"[733

:It is because of this point that Imam Ali (s), in his erudite letter, commands us to

" هَبرَاقَمُلاو فِطلُّلا  یلع  هدِودُصُ  دَنعِو  هِلَِّصلا  یلع  هِمرَصَ  دَنعِ  کَیخِأ  نِم  کَسَفَن  لمِحا  "

Force yourself to continue your friendship with your brother even if he has cut off his“
”. relations with you

Be generous although he is a miser . 2

One of the factors which weaken our friendship is being parsimonious and thrifty. On
the contrary, generosity causes people to gather around the generous person. As it
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is emphasized in the Islamic traditions, one of the duties of people is to show
.generosity to wards their friend

In order for this objective to materialize, Islam orders the belivers to engage in doing
:good and be benevolent some examples of these orders are presented below

:Imam Ali (s) at his death gave this recommendation

" عطُاقتَلاو رُِبادتَلاو  مکُاَّیإو  لِذُابتَلاو  لِصُاوتَلاب  مکُیلَعَ  "

You should strengthen the friendship bonds, and not to forget being generous. Avoid"
[turning your back on your friends"[734

Somebody asked Imam Sadiq (s) about a believer's tasks towards other believers.
:Imam Sadiq (s) enumerated seven rights

لاوَ هُاضرِ  یغِبتَو  هِِتجَاحـَ  یف  یشـِمتَ  ناَ  یِناثـَلا  ُّقحَلاو  کَسـِفنَِل  هُرَکتَ  امـَ  هَل  هرَکتَوَ  کَسـِفنَِل  ُّبحُِت  امـَ  هَُل  َّبحُِت  ناَ  اهـَنِم  ٍّقحَ  رُسـَیاَ  "

" ...کَِناسَِلو کَِلجرِو  كَدِیَو  کَِلامَو  کَسِفنَِب  هلَصِتَ  ناَ  ثُِلاثَلا  ُّقحَلاوَ  هَُلوقَ  فَِلاخُت 

The simplest right is to love for him what you love for yourself. The second right is to“
provide him with what he needs and to satisfy him. The third right is to strengthen

”. your friendship bond with him

:Imam Sadiq (s) reports the Prophet (s) to have said

ناو هِلامَ  یف  هَل  هُاساومُلاو  هرِدصـَ  یف  هَُل  دّوِلاو  هِنیعَ  یف  هَُل  لُلاجلإا  هِیلعَ : َّلجَوَّزعَ  هللا  نَِم  هٍبَجِاوَ  قٍوقُحُ  هُعَبسـَ  نِِمؤمُلا  یلع  نِمؤمُلِل  "

" اًریخَ لاإ  هِِتومَ  دَعَب  هِیِف  لَوقُیَ  ناَوَ لا  هتَزَانجَ  عَِّیشَُی  ناَوَ  هضِرَمَ  یف  هدَوعُیَ  ناَوَ  هتَبَیغَ  مَِّرحُی 

God has put seven rights on the shoulder of a believer towards other believers: To"
respect him in his presence; to love him in his heart; to help him with his possessions;

to respect him in his absence; to meet him when he
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is sick; to take part in his funeral service; and to talk about him after his death
[favorably."[735

:Among the advice the Prophet (s) gave Imam Ali (s) on his death was

" لٍاح ِّلکُ  یلع  هللا  رُکْذِو  هِسِفَن  نِم  سِاّنلا  فُاصَنِاو  هِلامَ  یف  خِلأل  هُاسَاومُلا  همّلأا : هِذِهَ  اهقُیطُِت  ثٌلاَث لا  "

There are three things which this nation is unable to carry out: to help out his religion"
[brother financially; to do justice to people; and to remember God continuously"[736

With regards to the above issues what should a man do when friendship is not
observed by some, when others are parsimonious, when they remain miser? Should
he retaliate and do the same thing or should he go to the other extreme and do

?benevolence

To solve this dilemma, Imam Ali (s) emphasizes that we should confront such cases
:with benevolence and generosity

" لِذبَلا یلع  هدِومُجُ  دَنعِوَ  "

:Concerning this issue, Imam Ali (s) has said

" مکُمَرَحَ نمَ  یلع  لِضفَلاِب  اودُِّوعَ  "

[Forgive those who have deprived you of anything. Make this your habit".[737"

When he takes distance from you, come closer to him . 3

Sometimes there are some factors which make a man offended and he tries to stay
away from the offender. In such cases the oppressed one should use kindness and

.generosity towards the offender and alleviate the situation

In the Islamic traditions, the following technical terms are used to explain the
situations: "Tazaver" meaning the increase of kindness, "berr", doing good things to
others; "Sele", the establishment of relations, "taatof", showing emotions and care
for others; "Tawaddod", showing friendship. Through these techniques we could
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easily bridge the differences. We will refer to some of these
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:issues here

:Kolaib al-Assadi says: I heard Imam Hussein (s) saying

" هللا مکُرَمَا  امَک  هًررََب  هًوَخإ  اوُنوکُوَ  اومُحَارتَوَ  اوُّرابتَوَ  اوُلصَاوتَ  لوقی : ملاسلا  هیلع  هللادبع  اَبأ  تُعمِسَ  "

Make connections, do good things, be kind to your brothers, as Allah has ordered"
[you"[738

:Shoeib Aqarqui says: I heard Imam Sadiq (s) telling his followers

" هوُیحاَو انرَمأ  اورُکَاذتَو  اوقَلاتَو  اوروَازتَ  نَیمِحِارتَُم  نَیِلصِاوتَُم  هللا  یف  نَیِّباحَتُم  هًرَرََب  هًوَخإ  اوُنوکُوَ  هللا  اوقَُّتا  "

Stay on Allah's path. Be with generous brothers who love one another for God's sake"
and observe the principles of friendship. Meet one another and carry out our

[commands"[739

:The great Prophet (s) has stated

" هَّدومَلا تُِبنُت  هرَایَزِلا  "

[Visiting each other makes the root of kindness and friendship grow"[740"

Imam Sadiq (s), enumerating the rights of others over the shoulder of a genuine
:believer, emphasizes

(" هتَمَیخِسَ َّلسِتَ   ) هتَحَیمِسَ لَأستَ  یّتحَ  هُقرِافُت  لافَ  اًبِتاع  کَیلَعَ  نَاکَ  نإِفَ  "

If he shows aggression in his behavior, do not distance from him till you apologize to"
[him – in this way the roots of animosity and enmity is caused to dry"[741

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) writes in his letter

" وندُلا یلع  هِدِعُابتَ  دَنعِو  "

"Come closer to him when he goes away"

When he is engaged in harsh treatment take it easy on him . 4
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Some people are severe by nature and some show harsh treatment when placed
under certain conditions. In both cases, the most fundamental principle to observe is

.a mild and easy-going attitude, especially if the other person is a friend

The Holy Qur’an in commission to call people to God's religion, orders Moses and his
brother to talk calmly and use kind techniques and behaviors since this method is

more effective than severe
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and harsh methods and will not force the listener to adopt the escape mechanism.
:The listener might refer to his own nature and be influenced by the preacher

" یشَخْیَ وْأَ  رَُّکذَتَیَ  هَُّلعََل  انًِّیَل  اًلوْقَ  هَُل  اَلوقُفَ  یغَطَ  هَُّنإِ  نَوْعَرِْف  یَلإِ  ابَهَذْا  "

Go both to Firon, surely he has become inordinate; then speak to him a gentle word;"
[haply he may mind or fear".[742

Imam Ali (s) both in this letter and in Nahjol Balagha emphasize on this moral principle.
In other Hekam parts of Nahjol Balagha where he enumerates the specific traits of

:the believers, he continues

" دِْبعَلا نَِم  ُّلذَا  وَهُوَ  دِلصَلا  نَِم  بُلَصا  هُسُفَن  هِکَیرِعَلا ، نُّیَل  هِقَیِلخَلا  لُهسَ  "

A believer's morale is lenient, his heart is stronger than stone, but in general he is"
[more temperate than a slave"[743

In the sermon called Hammam, where the traits of the believers are mentioned,
" نٍیِل یف  اًمزحَو  : " Imam Ali (s) says

[A believer is both prudent and lenient".[744"

" هُلوُق اًنّیل  : " Elsewhere he says

[A believer's speech is soft"[745"

" نِیِلّلا یلع  هِِتَّدشِ  دَنعِو  : " In this letter, Imam Ali (s) says

." When your friend is severe, you are to be soft"

Still in another occasion he invites people to be soft, telling them the philosophy of
:being cool and quiet

" کََل نَیِلیَ  نا  کُشَوُی  هَّنإفَ  کَظََلاغَ  نمَِل  نِلو  "

Be gentle towards a person who behaves you harshly. This causes him to be mild and“
”. peaceful with you
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Of course, according to the first principle, treating severity with temperate manners,
is ethical. However, such pacific manners are criticized by some harsh and impolite

individuals. This causes their haughtiness to swell, they say. In such
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cases we have to perform the same harsh manners. The Great Qur’an describes the
,manners of believers towards infidels in the following manner

" مْهُنَْیَب ءُامَحَرُ  رِاَّفکُْلا  یلَعَ  ءُاَّدشِأَ  هُعَمَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  هَِّللا  لُوسُرَ  دٌَّمحَُم  "

Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah, and those with him are firm of heart against the"
[unbelievers, compassionate among themselves."[746

When he commits sins and offenses, accept his excuses . 5

Due to his different instincts, and because of the freedoms and free choices that man
.has, he will go astray if God's blessings would not assist him

After committing sins, man may become aware of the nasty nature of what he has
done and may want to apologize to God and to people. Now if his excuses are not
accepted, he might get exasperated and bold and get himself involved in more crimes.
Or he may get disappointed and hopeless. Thus, in Islam, Allah both accepts apologies
and considers the despair from asking for pardons a great sin and orders people to

.follow suit

:The great Prophet (s) has stated

" هِمَایقِلا مَویَ  هُتَرَثعَ  هللا  لَاقا  هتَرَثعَ  اًمِلسُم  لَاقا  نمَ  "

Anybody who pardons a Moslem will be excused by Allah at the Resurrection Day.""
[[747

:He has said, as well

" هِرخِلآاو اینُّدلا  یف  اًزّعِ  اهِب  هللا  هَُلدَبأ  هٍمَلَظمَ  نعَ  یفَعَ  نمَ  "

Any body who pardons an injustice will be pardoned by Allah in the other world and"
[will be given glories"[748

:The Prophet (s) has also said

" رِادقلاا ءَوسُ  کَِلذِب  هللا  مکُیقِیَ  نَیِئطِاخَلا  تِارثعَ  نعَ  اوزُوَاجتَ  "
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Forgive the wrong-doers their blunders. In this way keep catastrophes away from"

[you."[749

Now, the question is: What is the purpose of punishment? Naturally, one of its
philosophies is to reform
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the law breaker and prohibit the offender from doing the same crime once again. It is
:assumed that this is possible through pardoning: Imam Ali (s) has said in this regard

" بِوُنذُلا مُظَعا  ماقِتنلاا  یلإ  عُرسَتَلاو  بِوُیعُلا  حُبَقا  وفُعَلا  هُّلِق  "

Little pardoning is the worst kind of faults and making haste in taking revenge is"
[among the greatest sins."[750

It is on the basis of such observations that Imam Ali (s), in his historic command to
:Malik Ashtar, emphasizes

" هِحِفصَو هِوِفعَ  نِم  هللا  کَیطِعُی  نا  یضَرتَو  ُّبحُِت  يذِّلا  لَثِم  کَحِفصَو  كَوِفعَ  نِم  مهَُل  طِعأف  "

Let them enjoy your forgiveness and pardon in the same way that you wish Allah"
یلع هِِمرجُ  دَنعِو  : " would grant you with His forgiveness."[751] He also mentions in his letter

" رِذعُلا

"When he commits sins and offenses, accept his excuses"

Be aware of the situations at all times . 6

It is a fact that at the time of a friend's involvement in wrong-dong we should
establish our relationship and we should be calm, generous and mild and accept his
excuses and behave as if he were our master, but some will interpret this kind of
behavior as a sign of our weakness and a symbol of their grandeur. This kind of
treatment will encourage him to carry out his illegal affairs. Therefore, Imam (s), at

:the end of the letter, emphasizes

" هِِلهاَ رِیغَِب  هُلَعَفتَ  ناَ  وا  هعِضِومَ  رِیغَ  یف  کَِلذَ  عَضَتَ  نا  كَاّیِاو  "

But avoid doing anything out of its proper context or doing anything for a person who"
does not deserve it". This is because to do justice in improper positions and to do

injustice in improper
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.conditions is injustice

Never be friend of your friend's enemy . 7

Imam Ali (s) in Hekma 295 of Nahjol Balagha considers three groups as friends and
:three groups as foes

کَقِیدِصَ ودعَو  كَودعَ  كَؤُادعاو  كَِّودعَ  ُّودعَو  کَقِیدِصَ  قُیدِصَو  کَقُیدِصَ  كَؤُاقدِصاف : هَثلاَث  كَؤُادعاو  هَثلاَث  كَؤُاقدِصا  "

" كَِّودعَ قُیدِصَو 

There are three groups of friends and three groups of enemies; your friends are:"
your friend, your friend's friend, and your enemy's enemy. Your enemies are: your

." foe, your friend’s foe and your enemy's friend

Thus, in this letter, Imam Ali (s) emphasizes that we should not consider our friend's
.enemy as our friend. This behavior is an act of treason towards our friend

Be sincere with him in offering your advice whether he likes it or not . 8

One of the ethical principles is to be benevolent toward one's fellow-creatures. The
:Great Prophet (s) says

" مهِِتَّصاخَو مهِِتَّماعَ  نَیِنِمؤمُلِل  لاق : هللا ؟ لوسُرَ  ای  نمَِل  لَیِق  هُحَیصَِّنلا  وَهُ  نُیدلا  "

Religion means benevolence: They asked him: Benevolence for whom, O Prophet of"
[God? He answered: for all people in general and particular"[752

Naturally, this benevolence would be more felt towards one's friend, since he is
:considered to be very closely related to one's self

" هٍقَِّرفَتَُم مٍوسُجُ  یف  هٌدَحِاو  سٌْفَن  ءُاقدِصلأا ، "

[They were as if one soul in two bodies"[753"

:Regarding this issue, Imam Ali (s) says

" كَرَشِب سِاّنلا  هَِّفاکَِلو  کتََنوعُمَ  کَفَرِاعمَِلو  کَحَصُن  کَقِیدِصَِل  لذِبا  "
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Offer your benevolence to your friend, your assistance to your relatives and your‘
[cheerfulness to everybody"[754

Of course, it is not a friend who applepolishes his friend; rather, a genuine friend
would make his friend cry because of his frankness in speech. If he does not tell the

truth, then who else should tell it except him? It is on the basis of this topic
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:that Islamic traditions emphasize this frankness of a friend. Imam Ali (s) has said

" کَحَصََن دقَف  کَبَیعَ  كَرََّصَب  نمَ  "

The one who reveals your fault to you is your true friend (through his right advising"."
:[755] Imam Ali (s) has said in another occasion

" هِحَیِبقَلا نعَ  هُتَناب  هَحَیصِنَلا  نَسَحا  نمَ  "

Among the best kind of advice is the one which betrays one's evil action."[756] Imam"
:Ali (s) has also said

" كارغا نمَ  كَُّودعَو  كَاهَن  نمَ  کَقَیدِصَ  "

Your friend is the one who warns you against evil affairs, and your enemy is the one"
[who encourages you to carry out vicious actions"[757

:Imam Ali (s) has said

" کَقُِبوُیو کَُلذخیَ  هّنإف  كَارغاو  كَاهلأ  نمَ  هبَحَاصُمو  كَاّیا  "

Avoid the company of anybody who causes you to forget God's remembering. In this"
[way he will destroy you"[758

:It is for this reason that Imam (s), in his letter, emphasizes

" هًحَیِبقَ وا  تَناک  هًنسَحَ  هَحَیصَِّنلا  كَاخأ  ضحِماو  "

”. Be sincere in showing your benevolence to your friend, whether he likes it or not“

:Imam Sadiq (s) defines the limits and rights of friendship

هُبسـِنتَ لافَ  دِودُحُلا  کَلِت  نِم  ئٌیشـَ  هِیِف  نکُیَ  مَل  نمَو  هقَادصَلا  لِامکَ  یلا  هُبِنُت  لافَ  دودُحُلا  کَلِت  هِیِف  نکُتَ  مَل  نمَفَ  هٌدَودُحمَ  هُقَادصـَلا  "

کَنعَ هُرّیغَُی  هُثَِلاثلاو لا  هنَیشَ  کَنَیشَو  هُنَیزَ  کَنَیزَ  يریَ  نا  هُیِناثلاو  هٌدَحِاو  کََل  هُُتیَِنلاعو  هُترَیرِسَ  نَوکُیَ  ناَ  اهُلوّا  هِقَادصَلا  نِم  ئٍیشَ  یلا 
" تِابکَنَلا دَنعِ  کَمَِلسُْی  هُسَِماخلاو لا  هُترَدِقمَ  هِیَلِا  لُصِتَ  امِّم  اًئیشَ  کَْعنَمیَ  ناَ لا  هُعَِبارلاوَ  هٌیلاوِ  لاوَ  لٌامَ 

There are limits to friendship. A person who does not possess all the requirements of"
friendship is not a whole and complete friend. Anybody who lacks these requirements
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is not considered a
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friend. Among these requirements one is that your friend should be sincere to you. He
should also consider your handsomeness and dignity as of his own. Your evil
behaviors should be considered as his own as well. A friend is the one whose behavior
and attitude remain the same if you get to a higher position or if you become wealthy.
He should not spare you anything you need. He should never betray you at difficult

[times."[759

Calm Down when Nervous . 9

Anger is one of the defense mechanisms which God has bestowed upon man to
protect himself against the destructive agents of nature. Regarding this, Imam Ali (s)

:has said

" لِطِابَلا ءِادّشِاَ  یلع  يَوقَ  هَُناحبسُ  بِضَغَلا الله  نَانسِ  َّدحَاَ  نمَ  "

Anybody who sharpens the arrow of rage for God will be victorious against the"
[pressure of hegemonistic agents."[760

Of course, this attitude is useful only if it is employed at the right time and location.
The limits should also be taken care of, or else both the present and the future world

.of the angry man will be nullified

The Guidelines of Religion Leaders in this respect

,Imam Sadiq (s) has said

" ٍّرشَ ِّلکُ  حُاتَفِم  بُضَغَلا  "

[Anger is the key to every vice".[761"

:He is also reported to have said

" هَنَصَحمُلا فذِقیَو  هللا  مََّرحَ  یتّلا  سَفنَلا  لُتْقیفَ  بُضَغیََل  لَجُرَلا  َّنا  بِضَغَلا  نَِم  ُّرشَاَ  ُّدشأ  ئٍیشَ  ُّيأ  لوقی : یبا  نَاک  "

My father [Imam Baqir (s)] used to say: What is worse than anger? A man may"
become angry and kill another person, which is forbidden by God or he may accuse a
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[married woman of adultery"[762

The Great Prophet
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:s) has said)

" لَسَعَلا ُّلخَلا  دُسِفُی  امکَ  نَامیلإا  دُسِفُی  بُضَغَلا  "

[Anger destroys faith in the same way that vinegar spoils honey"[763"

:Imam Ali (s) says

" اهِب قٍرَحُم  لََّوا  نَاک  هُقَلَطا  نمَو  اهَأفَطا  هُمَظَکَ  نمَ  هٌدَقَوُم  رٌاَن  بُضَغَلا  "

Anger is a burning fire. Whoever stops it has put out the fire. Anybody who leaves it"
[burning will be the first to be burned by it."[764

:He has also said

" مٌدََن هرُخِآو  نٌونجُ  هُلَّواف  بضَغَلاو  كَاَّیا  "

[Avoid getting angry; it starts with madness and ends with regret"[765"

:He has said as well

" مِِئاهبَلا زِّیحَ  یف  وَهُفَ  هُتوَهشَو  هُبضَغَ  هِیلَعَ  بَلَغَ  نمَ  "

[Anybody who is dominated by anger and lust will belong to the beasts"[766"

:Imam Ali (s) has also stated

" بِاوصَلا نِعَ  دُعِبُیو  بَابَللأا  دُسِفُی  بُضَغَلا  "

[Anger spoils wisdoms and diverts man from the right path"[767"

How to control and cure Anger

It was said that anger is necessary for the defense of one's life, wife, personal and
social rights. But control and cure, especially when it goes beyond the rational limits,
have always been the focus of the attention of the Islamic religion and faith. The

:techniques these scholars have suggested are
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a) Change your body posture: If you are standing, sit down; if you are sitting, lie down,
splash water on your face; eat something; discuss on a new topic and the like. The

:great Prophet (s) says

سِلجیَلفَ اًمِئاق  نَاک  ناِفَ  اًئیشـَ  کَِلذَ  نِم  مکُدُحَا  دَجَوَ  اذاِفَ  هِِنیعَ  هِرَمحُو  هِجِادَوا  خِافِتنا  یلا  رَتَ  مَلاَ  بِلقَلا  یف  دَُّقوتَتَ  هٌرَمْجَ  بَضَغَلا  َّنِا  "
" ءُاملا لاّإ  اهیفِطُی  رَاّنلا لا  َّناف  لسِتَغیَِلوَ  دِرِابَلا  ءِاملاِب  أضّوتَیَلفَ  کَِلذَ  لزیَ  مَل  ناِفَ  منَیَلفَ  اًسِلاجَ  نَاک  نِاوَ 

Anger is a piece of"
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fire which is kindled in man's heart. Can't you see how your veins are swollen and how
red are your eyes. Then, when you are angry, sit if you are standing; lie down if you
are sitting; wash your face or carry out ablution if you are still angry; make qosl

[because the anger is put out with water"[768

b) You could restrain your anger. The Holy Qur’an mentions the restraint of anger,
:pardoning people and spending benevolently as the traits of the believers

" نَیِنسِحْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّللاوَ  سِاَّنلا  نْعَ  نَیِفاعَْلاوَ  ظَْیغَْلا  نَیمِظِاکَْلاوَ  "

Those who spend benevolently in ease as well as in straitness], and those who "]
[restrain their anger and pardon men; and Allah loves the doers of good to others"[769

As you notice, he Holy Qur’an first orders us to restrain our anger, secondly, to wash
.our hearts through pardoning and thirdly to engage in spending benevolently

:Imam Ali (s) has said

" مِلحِلاو مِظکَلا  نَِم  هِب  هَُنودهِاجُت  ام  هَُل  اودّعِاو  بِضَغَلا  هِرَوسُ  نِم  اوسُرِتَحا  "

[Avoid getting involved in severe rage. To struggle with it, use patience”.[770“

,Imam Ali (s) has also said

" مِلعِلا هُرمََث  مِلحِلاب  بِضَغَلا  ُّدرَ  "

[Diverting anger through patience is the result of knowledge"[771"

:The Prophet (s) has said

" اًنامیإ هُفَوجَ  هللا  لأمَ  لاّإ  دٌبعَ  اهمَظَکَ  امَو  دٌبعَ  اهمُظِکیَ  ظٍیغَ  هِعَرجُ  نِم  یلاعتَ  هللا  یلا  ُّبحَا  هٍعَرجُ  نِم  امَ  "

For God no sip is more beloved than the sip of anger which we filled him with faith""
[[772

:Imam Baqir (s) has said

" هِمَایقِلا مَویَ  اًنامیاو  اًنمأ  هُبَلقَ  هللا  اشحَ  هِِئاضَما  یلع  رُدِقیَ  وَهُوَ  اًظیغَ  مَظَکَ  نمَ  "
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On the Doomsday, God will fill with faith and tranquility the heart"
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[of anybody who restrains his anger"[773

:It is for this reason that Imam (s) in his letter orders us

" هًَّبغَمَ َّذلا  لاو  هًبَِقاعَ  اهنِم  یلحا  هًعَرجُ  رَاَ  مَل  ینإف  ظَیغَلا  عَِّرجَتَو  "

"Restrain your anger since I have not seen any sip sweeter than this"

Do good to your enemy . 10

Since doing good connects two individuals and the receiver of beneficence feels in
debt to the doer of good as Imam Ali (s) mentions

" نِاسَحلاا دُبعَ  نُاسنلإا  "

[Man is a slave to benevolence"[774"

:Therefore, in Islam, doing good and beneficence is emphasized as a general principle

[775 "] نِاسَحْلإِاوَ لِدْعَْلاِب  رُُمأْیَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  "

Surely Allah enjoins the doing of justice and the doing of good to others". Even in"
case of divorce, when all emotional relations break, God orders the husband to pay all

.the alimony to her

[776 "] رٌیصَِب نَوُلمَْعتَ  امَِب  هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْکُنَْیَب  لَضْفَْلا  اوْسَنتَ  اَلوَ  "

And do not neglect the giving of free gifts between you; surely Allah sees what you"
." do

The principle of beneficence is emphasized in Islam for both friends and foes alike.
:Imam Ali (s) says in this regard

" لِضفَلا نُسَحا  ئیسِمُلا  یلا  نُاسَحلاا  "

Doing good to individuals who have performed ill-manners is the best kind of"
[benevolence."[777
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,Imam Ali (s) has also said

" ددَعَلا حُِلصُیَل  ئِیسِمُلا  یلا  نُاسَحلاا  "

[Doing good corrects anybody who has done wrong"[778"

:He has also stated

" هکُِلمتَ ئِیسِمُلا  یلا  نسِحا  "

[If you do favors to anybody who has done wrong, you will dominate him."[779"

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s), in his letter, emphasizes that

" نِیرَفَظَلا یلَحا  هَّنإف  لِضفَلاِب  كَوّدعَ  یلع  ذْخُ  "

"Do favors to your enemy; it is the sweetest form of victory"

It is obvious that we could dominate our
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enemy through force. But this kind of victory lacks the sweetness gained through
doing benevolence to our enemy "[780] It is an old maxim "There exists a pleasantness

." in pardoning which does not exist in taking revenge

If you wished to disassociate with a friend a friend, do not destroy all the bridges.11

As the ocean water is always in fluctuation, sometimes calm and sometimes
turbulent, friendship is at times warm and sometimes cool. Sometimes relations exits
and at times they are cut. We should not go to extremes either at connecting relations

.telling our friend all our secrets or at the time of disconnection, destroying all bridges

:Imam Reza (s) narrates from Imam Ali (s) having said

" امَ اًمویَ  کَبَیِبحَ  نَوکُیَ  نا  یسَعَفَ  امَ  اًنوهَ  کَضَیغَِب  ضغِباو  امَ  اًمویَ  کَظَیغَِب  نَوکُیَ  نا  یسَعَفَ  ام  اًنوهَ  کَبَیِبحَ  بِبحا  "

Love your friend moderately since he might someday turn out to be your enemy. And"
show moderate animosity towards your enemy since one day he might turn out to be

[your friend"[781

:Imam Sadiq (s) told some of his followers

" امَ اًمویَ  كَوّدُعَ  نُوکُیَ  دقَ  قَیدِصَلا  َّناف  كَرّضُیَ  مَل  كَودعَ  هِیلَعَ  عَلََّطا  وَل  امَ  یلعَ  لاا  كَِّرسِ  نِم  کَقَیدِصَ  عِلطُت  "لا 

Do not tell your friend all your secrets except for those secrets which if your enemy"
[heard you would not get hurt"[782

:Imam Ali (s) emphasizes in this letter

" امَ اًمویَ  کَِلذَ  هَُل  ادَب  نِا  اهیَلا  عُجِریَ  هًّیقَب  کَسِفَن  نِم  هَُل  قِْبتَساف  کَیخِاَ  هَعَیطِقَ  تَدرَاَ  نِاوَ  "

If you wished to disconnect with your friend leave him space so that he could come"
"back to you if he wanted to

Sa’di, the Persian writer and poet, writes in the eighth chapter of his
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book Golastan: "Do not let your friend know all your secrets because you are not
aware that he might one day turn into an enemy. DO not exert any blow you can upon

." your enemy since he might become your friend someday

Confirm people’s good assumption towards you . 12

If rightfulness dominates a community and crimes are not felt in such a society, it is
necessary for people to be optimistic towards one another. Imam Ali (s) says

:regarding this issue

رِیخَلا یف  اـهَل  دُجـِتَ  تَناَوَ  اًءوسُ  کَـیخِاَ  نِم  تجَرَخَ  هٍمَِلکَِب  َّننَظُتَ  ـلاو  هُنِم  کَُـبِلغیَ  اـم  کَـیِتأیَ  یّتحـَ  هِنسـَحا  یلع  کَـیخِا  رَما  عضَ  "

" لاًمَحْمَ

So far as possible, assume your brother’s affairs are well-done. Never presume any"
[word uttered by your friend is viciously produced"[783

But if corruption reigns in a community and individuals commit sins and wrong-doings,
pessimism would be inevitable. Thus, Imam Ali (s) in his Nahjol Balagha, considers

:optimism in such conditions as self-deception

نِامَّزلا یلع  دُاسفَلا  یلوتَـسا  اذِاو  مَلَظَ  دقـَفَ  هٌَبوحَ  هُنِم  رهَظتَ  مَل  لٍجُرَِب  َّنظَلا  لٌجـُرَ  ءَاسـَا  َّمُث  هِِلهاو  نِامـَزَلا  یلع  حُلاصـَلا  یلوتَـسا  اذَِا  "
" رََّرغَ دقَفَ  لٍجُرَِب  َّنظَلا  لٌجرَ  نَسَحاو  هِِلهاو 

In a community where goodness prevails, if anybody is pessimistic towards a person"
who has done nothing evil, he has done him injustice. And in a society where
corruption prevails, anybody who is optimistic towards others has deceived himself"

[[784

Thus, we should avoid performing any act which causes people to become suspicious
of us: acts such as keeping company with ill-educated people; frequenting places
where accusing people prevails, and doing actions which arise people’s suspicion. In

(this respect the great Prophet (s
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:has stated

" مهَُتلا عَضِاومَ  اوقَُّتا  "

[Avoid frequenting places where accusations prevail"[785"

,Imam Ali (s) has also said

" َّنظَلا هِِب  ءَاسَا  نمَ  َّنمَولیَ  لافَ  هِمَهُتلِل  هُسَفَن  ضََّرعَ  نمَ  "

One who exposes himself to accusation should not blame others for suspecting him""
[[786

The Emphasis of Religion Leaders

:In our Islamic traditions, fortunately all the above issues are dealt with

:The great Prophet (s) has said

" هِمَهُتلا لَها  سََلاجَ  نمَ  هِمَهُتلاِب  سِاّنلا  یَلوا  "

[One who accompanies the accusers, deserves the accusations the most"[787"

:Imam Ali (s) has said in this respect

" َّنظَلا هِِب  ءَاسَا  نمَ  َّنمَولیَ  لافَ  هِمَهُتلا  فَِقومَ  هسَفَن  فَقَوَ  نمَ  "

One who exposes himself to accusations should not blame anybody to become"
[suspicious of him"[788

,Imam Ali (s) has said as well

" مَهُِّتا ءِوسُلا  لَخِادمَ  لَخدَ  نمَو  "

Anybody who enters a location of bad reputation will expose himself to accusation""
[[789

The great Prophet (s) one day was talking with his wife Sefieh when one of his

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 446 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:companions passed by that place. The Prophet (s) called him saying

" هَّیفِصَ یِتجَوزَ  هِذِهَ  نُلاُف  ایَ  "

". O man, this is my wife, Safieh"

The man said, "O messenger of Allah, do we have to think otherwise?". The Prophet
(s) replied, "Satan flows into man’s body like blood. I feared it might get into your

[mind."[790

:Imam as-Sadiq (s) has stated his opinion regarding this issue

[791 "] اهُفرِعیَ دٍحَا  ُّلکُ  سَیَل  هَّناِف  قیرَِّطلا  یف  هِِّمُا  عَمَ  مکُدُحَا  َّنفَقِیَ  لاو  بِیَّرلا  عَضِاومَ  اوقُّتا  "

Avoid ambiguous states. Never stop on a way with your mother when people do not"
." know you are her son

The reason why Imam Zeinol Abedin (s) in the prayer called Makerm Al-Akhlaq asks
:God

" هَقَِثلا حِلاصَلا  لِهَا  هَِّنظَ  نِمو  "

Change the pessimistic attitude of true"
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believers towards me into mere confidence."[792] The reason for this worship was
that at the time of this Imam (s) suspicion and lack of confidence reigned the time
because of the prevalent corruption. At such a time it is prudent to consider the
actions of others as acts of corruption unless the opposite is found to be true.
Therefore the Imam Zeinol Abedin (s) invokes God to help him to find out the truth.

[[793

:But Imam Ali (s) writes in his letter

" هَّنظَ قِّدصَف  اًریخَ  کَِب  َّنظَ  نمَو  "

." One who supposes you are good, try to show him in action that you are good"

This statement of Imam Ali’s applies to that case when man lives in conditions where
people think of him as a good one and he has to act in such a way not to betray them.
He has, then, to continue to receive that good attitude of them. For instance, if people

[think he is a generous man, he should act accordingly.[794

Too Much friendship should not deprive him of his rights . 13

Too much friendship should not deprive one of his rights. He should not lose his
respect. For instance, a close friend of us enters a session and everybody stands up in
respect except us who do not move. Another example, a close friend introduces
everybody to a dignitary but does not care to use the right words in the introduction of
his friend. This act of this close friend will put a bad effect on his memory: He will

either cut his relation or becomes an enemy to him. There is a maxim
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:which says

" قِوقعُلا هُیَعِادَ  قِوقُحُلا  هُعَاضِا  "

[Spoiling one’s rights causes enemity and aggression"[795"

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) writes in his letter

" هَّقحَ تَْعضَا  نمَ  خٍأِب  سَیَل  هَّناف  هنَیَبو  کَنَیَب  ام  یلعَ  لاًاکِتا  کَیخِا  َّقحَ  َّنعَیضُِت  لاو  "

Never do you spoil the rights of your brother simply because he is your friend. It is"
"because one who is deprived of his rights by you is no longer your friend

Do Favors to your Household and Tribe . 14

Sometimes due to too much engagements, or because of his confidence in family
relations, or because he has got a social status, a man might think that he no longer
needs his family or relatives and might forget their rights. This act of his is hazardous

.both here and in the hereafter

On the disadvantages of this breaking off ties of relationship there are some
:traditions to the effect that disconnectors are deprived of the paradise

:The Holy Prophet (s) has said

" مٍحِرَ عُطِاقو  رٍحسِ  نُِمؤُمو  رٍمخَ  نُِمدُم  هَّنجَلا : نَوُلخُدیَ  هٌَثلاَث لا  "

There are three groups who never enter the paradise: A chronic wine-drinker, a"
[believer in witchcraft and a disconnector of the ties of the family relations"[796

:The Prophet (s) has said

 ..." نٍازَ خٌیشَ  لاو  مٍحِرَ  عُطِاق  لاو  ٌّقاعَ  اهدُجیَ  امَ  مٍاع  فِلا  هِرَیسِمَ  نِم  دُجَوُت  هَِّنجَلا  حَیرِ  َّنا  لُیِئربجَ  ینرَبَخا  "

Gabriel has informed that the fragrance of paradise can be felt even from a"
thousand-year distance, but a person whose parents are not satisfied with him or one
who breakes off ties of relationship or an old man who indulges in adultery are
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deprived of this fragrance and will not feel
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[it."[797

:Ala’ Ibn Fazl says he heard Imam Sadiq (s) saying

نَیذَِّلاوَ  ) هللا لُوق  وهو  نٍِمؤٌم  ُّلکُ  مُحِرَو  دَّمحُم  لُآ  مُحِرَ  یَهِو  یِنعَطَقَ  نمَ  عطَقاو  یِنلَصَوَ  نمَ  لصِ  َّمهُلّلا  لوقُتَ  شِرعَلاِب  هٌقَّلعَُم  مُحِرَلا  "

( " بِاسَحِْلا ءَوسُ  نَوُفاخَیَوَ  مْهَُّبرَ  نَوْشَخْیَوَ  لَصَوُی  نْأَ  هِِب  هَُّللا  رَمَأَ  امَ  نَوُلصِیَ 

Ties of relationship" is dangling from the Divine Throne (in the Highest Heaven) and"
then he says: O God connect to anybody who connects me and disconnect with
anyone who disconnects me. This tie of relationship belong to Aal Mohammad
[Mohammad's Household] and tie of relationship of all believers. Allah said: "And those
who join that which Allah has forbidden to be joined and have awe of their lord and

[fear the evil reckoning"[798

Its worldly disadvantage is that the breaking off ties of relationship shortens one's life
and might end up in sudden death and deprives a person of relative's help in time of

.depression

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) has said

هِِئاروَ نِم  هًطَیحِ  سِاّنلا  مُظَعاَ  مهُوَ  مهِتنَسـِلاَو  مهِیدِـیاب  هُنعَ  مهِعِافدِو  هِترَتعِ  نعَ  لٍامَ  اذَ  نَاک  نِاوَ  لُجُرَلا  یِنغتَـسیَ  هَّنا لا  سُاّنلا  اهُّیا  اـی  “
لااَ لا هرُیغَ ، هُثرِیَ  لِاملا  نَِم  هَُل  رٌیخَ  سِاّنلا  یف  ءِرمَلِل  هللا  هُُلعَجیَ  قِدصـِلا  نُاسـَِلو  هِب  تَلزََن  اذا  هٍَلزِاَـن  دَـنعِ  هِیلَعَ  مهِفَطَعاو  هِثعَشـَِل  مهَُّمَلأَو 

نعَ هدَیـَ  ضُِبقیَ  نمَو  هُکَلَها  نِِا  هصُقُنیَ  لاو  هُکَسـَما  نِا  هدُـیزِیَ  يذِّـلاِب لا  اهَّدسـُیَ  نا  هَصَاصـَخَلا  اـهِب  يریَ  هَبارقَلا  نعَ  مکُدُـحا  َّنَلدِـعیَ 
" هَّدوَمَلا هِموقَ  نِم  مدِتَسیَ  هُتیَشِاحَ  نِلتَ  نمَو  هٍرَیِثکَ  دٍیا  هُنعَ  مهُنِم  ضُِبقتَو  هدَحِاوَ  دٌیَ  مهُنعَ  هُنِم  ضُِبقتَ  امَّناف  هِترَیشِعَ 

O people! However rich a man is, still needs his relatives"
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to support him by tongue or otherwise and to make him feel at ease. At the time of
.crisis, these relatives are the most emotional people around him

A good name which is given by God is better than any wealth which is put for a person
.as bequest

Be aware, never disconnect with the poor members of your family; this is because"
piling up wealth does not bring about abundance, neither does its lack brings about
any shortage. One who deprives his relative of his giving hand has deprived only one
hand but has cut many hands which in the future he might need. But the one who
spreads the wings of affection, will continuously receive the friendship of his relatives.

[[799

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) writes in this letter

 ..." کَِب قَلخَلا  یقَشا  کَُلها  نکُیَ  لاو  "

You should not deprive your family of your generosity and kindness since at critical"
times they will come to your help. If you spare them of just a little help, they will at

." depressions deprive you of big assistance since you are one, but they are many

:Imam Ali (s) at the end of his letter writes

" لوصُتَ اهِب  یتّلا  كَدَیَو  ریصِتَ  هِیَلِا  يذّلا  کَلَصأو  رُیطِتَ  هِِب  يذِّلا  کَحَانجَ  مهَُّناف  کَتَرَیشِعَ  مرِکأوَ  “

Love your tribe since they are your wings; you fly through them. They are your roots,"
you will return to them; they are your hands and power; you attack the enemy with

"their hands

Do not Show affection Towards Anybody who does not wish to be your friend . 15

Friendship, as we know, depends on mutual relations. Thus, it does not exist if one
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of the partners is unwilling to associate. Rather, it is humiliation on the part of the one
:who is eager to have relation. Imam Ali (s), in Nahjol Balagha, has said

" سٍفَن ُّلذُ  کَیِف  دٍهِازَ  یف  کَُتبَغرَو  ظٍحَ  نُاصَقُن  کَیِف  بٍغِارَ  یف  كَدُهزُ  "

Your unwillingness towards the one who is fond of you is a reason for your small"
share in friendship and your willingness towards the one who is not fond of you is a

[cause for your humiliation."[800

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) has ordered us in his letter

" کَنعَ دَهِزَ  نمَیِف  َّنبَغَرتَ  لاو  "

Do not show affection towards anybody who does not love you." A poet says in this"
:connection

,It is good for love to be mutual

.Or else affection is a heck on the neck

Of course this is when the friendship relation is not created yet. Otherwise, we have to
establish our relations with our relatives and friends. Imam Ali (s) says he had seen on

:one of the swords of the Prophet (s) the following words

" کَیَلِا ءَاسَا  نمَ  یلا  نسِحاو  کَسِفَن  یلع  وَلو  َّقحَلا  لُقو  کَعَطَقَ  نمَ  لْصِ  "

Establish your connection with anybody who has cut off his relation with you and tell"
the truth even if it is against you and do favor to anybody who has done you wrong."

[[801

 …In establishing relations and doing good . 16

In establishing relations and doing good you should be stronger than others in cutting
off ties of relation and doing wrong

In keeping the ties of relation and doing favors to those friends who do not care for
friendship, Imam Ali (s) emphasizes
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the following points: If others, due to the mental status, cut off with you and even hurt
you, you should avoid retaliating. You should show that you are stronger in keeping
relations than them in cutting off relations. This is because their cutting off relations is
based on non-divine stimuli and this can easily be done by any non-aligned individual.
But keeping up ties of relation with those who have hurt us is only done by genuine
God's obedient believers. These people both have good manners and are obedient to
God. They have also dominated their commanding self and are after satisfying God.
You should also tread the way as the true believers have gone. The great Prophet (s),

:in the face of Qoreish's animosity uttered the following

" ءُاقلَطُلا مُُتنا  اوُبهَذاف  مَویَلا  مکُیلَعَ  بَیرِثتَ  "لا 

You are not blamed, today. Go! You are free” and he forgave them. He even adopted “
Abu Sofyan's house as a "secure place". In the distribution of booties in the holy war
of Hawazan, Imam Ali (s) gave preference to newly-converted Moslems over
Mohajerin and Ansar.[802] You, too, in establishing ties of friendship, should be

:stronger than them

" ناسَحلإا یلع  کَنِم  يوقاَ  هِءَاسلإا  یلع  َّنَنوکُیَ  لاوَ  هِتلَصِ  یلع  کَنِم  يوَقا  کَِتعَطَاقَُم  یلع  كَوخُاَ  َّنَنوکُیَ  لاوَ  "

In establishing relations and doing good you should be stronger than others in"
"cutting off ties of relation and doing wrong

Abdollah Ibn Talha says: I heard from Imam Sadiq (s) who said: A man came up to the
Prophet (s) and said: I have some relatives who do me
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wrong even if I am kind to them. I have decided to cut off relations ties with them. The
:prophet (s) answered

نَاک کَِلذَ  تَلعَفَ  اذاِفَ  کَمَلَظَ  نَّمعَ  وَفُعتَو  کَعَطَقَ  نمَ  لُصِتَو  کَمَرَحَ  نمَ  یطِعُت  لاق : عُنَصا ؟ فَیکَو  لاق  اًعیمِجَ  هللا  مکُـضُفریَ  نذَا  "

" اًریهِظَ مهِیلَعَ  کََل  َّلجَوَّزعَ  هللا 

Be generous to anybody who has deprived you of your rights; establish relation ties"
with anybody who has cut off with you; forgive those who have done injustice to you.

[If you do so, God will be with you and against them."[803

An Unjust person does himself wrong . 17

A person who has been the subject of injustice is naturally shocked because of the
injustice inflicted upon him. But if he looks at the issue with the Islamic world-view, he
will find that the oppressed one is more successful[804] than the oppressor; the
oppressor is the loser because at the God's court: Firstly; God is after oppressors and
watches their activities and will not leave unpunished those behaviors of them;[805]
Secondly, one of the ways to punish the oppressors is to calculate their good acts in
favor of the oppressed. Furthermore the sins of the oppressed ones will be on the list
of the sins of the oppressed.[806] Furthermore, patience in the face of an injustice

.which is unavoidable for the oppressed ones will bring them rewards

Thus, although the oppressors are superficially triumphant, in fact the oppressed
ones are the true winners. This is because the unjust ones should both suffer the

punishments for what they have done wrong and give their good deeds to these
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sufferers. The oppressed ones, moreover, will be of a higher rank in the eyes of
.Divine. Thus, the fate of an oppressor is worse than that of the oppressed

:On the basis of this issue, Imam Ali (s) writes in his letter

" کَعِفَنو هِِترّضَمَ  یف  یعَسیَ  هَّناِف  کَمَلَظَ  نمَ  مُلظُ  کَیلَعَ  َّنرَُبکیَ  لاوَ  "

Let not the injustice of the one who inflicts it upon you be heavy on your shoulder,"
[since he is doing it against himself and in your interest."[807

:It is also on the basis of such observations that Imam Ali (s) has said

" کَیلَعَ یقَبیَوَ  همُِلظتَ  نَّمعَ  لُوزُیَ  هَّناف  مِلظُلاو  كَاّیا  "

Avoid injustice, because the oppressed one will get it over somehow but its"
[consequences remain for the oppressor."[808

You should not mistreat anyone who has made you happy . 18

One general principle observed among all human communities is: "Goodness is the
reward for being good." We should not answer the goodness of others with evil-

:doing. Regarding this, the Holy Qur’an asks

[809 "] نُاسَحْإِْلا اَّلإِ  نِاسَحْإِْلا  ءُازَجَ  لْهَ  "

?" Is the reward of goodness aught but goodness"

The Holy Qur’an asks the clean nature and faultless conscience of human beings for
an answer. The answer is definitely negative. Naturally, the reward of badness is

:badness. The Holy Qur’an, in the sura of Yunus, says

[810 "] اهَِلْثمِِب هٍئَِّیسَ  ءُازَجَ  تِائَِّیَّسلا  اوُبسَکَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  "

And as for those who have earned evil, the punishment of an evil is the like of it." It is"
:also emphasized in the sura of Shura

[811 "] اهَُلْثِم هٌئَِّیسَ  هٍئَِّیسَ  ءُازَجَوَ  "
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"And the recompense of evil is punishment like it"

Thus the reward of goodness is goodness and the punishment of badness is definitely
badness. Except for those cases
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when, due to the principle of manhood, the reward of goodness is more goodness or
.the case where badness is forgiven as a whole

:Imam Sadiq (s) in this regard says

ِّربَلاو نِمؤمُلاو  رِِفاکَلا  یف  ترَجَ  نُاسَحْإِْلا " اَّلإِ  نِاسَحْإِْلا  ءُازَجَ  لْهَ  : " َّلجوَّزعَ هللا  لُوقَ  لاق  یَهِ ؟ امو  تُلُق  هٌلَجّسـَُم ، هللا  بِاتکِ  یف  هٌیَآ  "

هَُل نَاکَ  عَنَصـَ  امکَ  تَعنَصـَ  ناِف  یبرتَ  یّتحَ  عَنَصـَ  امکَ  عَنَـصتَ  ناَ  هُافَاکمُلا  سَیَلو  هِِب  ئِفاکَُی  ناَ  هِیلَعَفَ  فٌورُعمَ  هِیَلِا  عَِنصـُ  نمَو  رِجِافَلاو ،
" ءادِتبلااِب لُضفَلا 

There is a verse which is inclusive. I asked which verse is it? He answered: This is“
God's statement (Is the reward of goodness aught but goodness?) which includes the
infidel, the believer, the good- doer and the evil-doer. Anybody who receives kindness
should make up for it; and the way is not to do goodness equally; rather you should
add up to it because if your goodness equals his goodness, his goodness is superior,

[since he has initiated it"[812

The Holy Qur’an commands the reward for badness to be badness, especially in the
:issue of retaliation, but it emphasizes that forgivgeness is better

[813 "] نٍاسَحْإِِب هِْیَلإِ  ءٌادَأَوَ  فِورُْعمَْلاِب  عٌابَِّتافَ  ءٌیْشَ  هِیخِأَ  نِْم  هَُل  یَفِعُ  نْمَفَ  "

But if any remission is made to any one by his aggrieved brother, then prosecution"
for the bloodwit should be made according to usage, and payment should be made to

"him in a good manner

Thus, Imam Ali (s) in his letter, refers to this general principle of "Goodness is the
:reward for goodness" when he says

" هءَوسُتَ نا  كََّرسَ  نمَ  ءُازجَ  سَیَلو  "

You should not mistreat anyone who has made"
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". you happy

18

دَنعِ ءَافَجَلاو  هِجَاحَلا ، دَـنعِ  عَوضُخُلا  حَبـَقا  ام  كَاتـَا ، هِِتأتـَ  مَل  تَنا  نإفـَ  کَُـبِلطیَ ، قٌزرِو  هُبِلطتَ  قٌزرِ  نِاقـَزرِ : قَزرِلا  نا  ینب  اـی  ملعاو 
.کَیَلِا لصِیَ  مَل  امَ  ِّلکُ  یلع  عزَجْاف  کَیدَیَ ، نِم  تََّلفَتَ  امَ  یلع  اًعزِاجَ  تَنکُ  نِاوَ  كَاوثمَ ، هِِب  تَحلَصا  امَ  كَایندُ  نِم  کََل  امّنِا  ینغِلا ،

بادلآاِب ظعِّتیَ  لَِقاعلا  َّناف  هِِملایِا ، یف  تَغلاَب  اذِا  هُظَعِلا  هعُفَنتَ  نَّمِم لا  َّنَنوکُتَ  لاو  هٌابَشا ، رَوُملأا  َّناف  نَاکَ  دقَ  امِب  نکُیَ  مَل  امَ  یلع  لدِتَسا 
.بِرضَلاِب لاإ  ظُعَِّتتَ  مُِئاهبَلاوَ لا 

.نِیقِیَلا نِسحُو  رِبصَلا  مِِئازعَِب  مِومُهُلا  تُادرِاوَ  کَنعَ  حرَطِا 

بٍیرقَوَ بٍیرقَ  نِم  بُرَقاَ  دٍْیعَب  َّبرُو  یمعَلا ، کُیرشـَ  يوهَلاو  هُُبیغَ ، قَدَصـَ  نمَ  قُیدِصـَلاو  بٌسِانُم  بُحِاصَلاو  رَاجَ ، دَـصقَلا  كَرَتَ  نمَ 
.بٌیِبحَ هَُل  نکُیَ  مَل  نمَ  بُیرغَلاو  دٍیعَب ، نِم  دُعَْباَ 

مَل نمَو  هَُناحَبسـُ ، هللا  نَیَبوَ  کَنَیَب  بٌبَسـَ  هِِب  تَذْخَاَ  بٍبَسـَ  قَُثواَوَ  هَُل ، یقَباَ  نَاکَ  هِرِدقَ  یلعَ  رصـَتَقا  نمَو  هُُبهَذمَ ، قَاضَ  َّقحَلا  يدّعَتَ  نمَ 
.كَُّودُعَ وَهُفَ  کَِلابُی 

بَاصاَو هُدَصـْقَ  رُیصـِبَلا  أَطَخْاَ  امَّبرُوَ  بُاصُت ، هٍصَرُف  ُّلکُ  لاوَ  رُهَظْتَ ، هٍرَوعَ  ُّلکُ  سَیَل  اًـکلاهَ ، عُمََّطلا  نَاـک  اذِا  اًـکاردِا  سُأیـَلا  نُوکُیَ  دقـَ 
سَیَل هَُناهاَ ، هُمَظَعاَ  نمَو  هَُناخَ  نَامزَلا  نَمَآ  نمَ  لِِِقاعَلا ، هَلَصـِ  لُدِعتَ  لِهِاجَلا  هُعَیطِقَو  هُتَلَّجعتَ  تَْئشـِ  اذِا  کََّناِفَ  َّرَّشلا  ِّرِّخاَ  هُدَشـْرُ ، یمعْلأا 

امَ مِلاکَلا  نَِم  رَکُذْتَ  نْاَ  كَاّیِا  رِادّلا ، لَْبقَ  رِاجَلا  نعَو  قِیرَّطلا ، لَْبقَ  قِیِفَّرلا  نعَ  لْسَ  نُامزَلا ، رََّیغَتَ  نُاطلُّسلا  رََّیغَتَ  اذِا  بَاصاَ ، یمرَ  نمَ  ُّلکُ 
" كَرِیغَ نْعَ  کَِلذ  تَْیکَحَ  نِْاوَ  اًکحِضُْم  نَاکَ 

My son, be aware that there are two kinds of sustenance. One kind is the one for“
which you struggle; the other kind is the one which comes to you no matter whether

you try or not. How ugly it is to belittle yourself for your wants. How
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bad it is to engage in injustice when not in need. That much of this world is yours by
which you could correct your abode in the Hereafter. If you get uneasy for what you
have lost, you should as well get uneasy for what you have not yet received. Judge for
what has not yet occurred on the basis of what you have already heard or been
exposed to. This is because affairs are similar. Never be one of those who will not

.benefit from advice. The wise will learn through hitting

With the help of your perseverance and patience let sorrows and worries stay away
from you. One who does away with moderation has diverted from the right path. Your
companion is like your relatives. A true friend is the one who observes the rights of
friendship in your absence. Your wishes and lusts are blind companions for you. There
are strangers who are more close to us than our relatives and there are relatives who

.are more distant to us than anybody else

A real stranger and isolated person is the one who does not have friends. One who
overpassed the limit of rightousness will be entangled. One who does not exceed his
limits will have his values intact. The safest thing you can rely on is the relationship
you may establish between you and your God. One who does not consider your work
as significant; is your real enemy. Sometimes despair is a kind of the attainment of

.one's objective

Not all hidden defects
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will surface. Neither do all opportunities end up in results. Some times a seeing – man
goes astray, but a blind man reaches his destination. Postpone doing bad because you
can do it when you wish to. Cutting off an ignorant person equals keeping up relations
with the wise. One who feels immune against the deception of time has deceived
himself. One who considers the deception of time as great will belittle it. Not every
shot always hits the target. When the government changes, time will also change.
Before embarking on a journey, carry on research about your fellow–voyager, and
prior to the purchase of a house, make a research about the neighbors. Avoid uttering

.nonsense speech even though you report it from somebody else

Description18

All kinds of sustenance . 1

In this portion of the letter, Imam Ali(s) refers to numerous pieces of wisdom, some of
:which will be dealt with here

.Every creature, in order to survive, needs sustenance which is allocated by God

[814 "] اهَُقزْرِ هَِّللا  یلَعَ  اَّلإِ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  هٍَّبادَ  نِْم  امَوَ  "

"And there is no animal in the earth but on Allah is the sustenance of it"

And since the physiological structure and the dietary planning of these creatures are
.different, God has provided them with appropriate forms of sustenance

" مهُتَاوقا رََّدقَو  مهُقَازَراَ  نَمِضَ  قِئلاخَلا ، هُُلایعِ  "

The creatures are God's consumers of sustenance. God has guaranteed their daily–"
[bread and has provided each creature with sufficient sustenance."[815

It is a fact that sustenance is predetermined, but since the world is rule–governed and
for every action there are some means and agents and man's options are
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among these means and agents[816], man's struggle[817] to get the sustenance is as
[sacred as the religious holy wars.[818

But since the distribution of sustenance is both qualitatively and quantitatively
determined by God's special reasoning, sometimes some creatures receive so much
sustenance that "a hundred wise men are puzzled at the rationale behind such

[distribution"[819

Imam Ali (s) in some sections of Nahjol Balagha refers to these two types of
sustenance and stresses the following fact: Since this is a universal fact, an effort to

.earn sustenance through wrong and illegal methods is pure stupidity

:Imam (s) in the chapter on Hekam of Nahjol Balagha says

مٍویَ ُّلکُ  كَافکَ  کَِمویَ ، ِّمهَ  یلعَ  کَِتنَسـَ  َّمهَ  لمِحتَ  لافَ  كَاتَأ ، هِِتأتَ  مَل  ناف  کَُبِلطْیَ ، قٌزرِوَ  هُبِلطتَ  قٌزرِ  نِاقَزرِ : قُزرِلا  مَدَآ ، نَْباـی  "

امَفَ كَرِمعُ  نِم  هُنَسَلا  نکُتَ  مَل  نِاو  کََل ، مَسَقَ  امَ  دٍیدِجَ  دٍغَ  ِّلکُ  یف  کَیِتؤیسَ  یلاعتَ  هللا  َّناِف  كَرِمعُ  نِم  هُنَسَلا  نکُتَ  ناِف  هِیِف ، امَ  یلعَ 
" کََل رَِّدُق  دقَ  امَ  کَنعَ  ئطِبُی  نَلو  بٌِلاغَ ، هِیلَعَ  کَبَِلغیَ  نَلو  بٌِلاطَ ، کَِقزرِ  یلا  کَقَِبسیَ  نَلو  کََل ، سَیَل  امَیِف  ِّمهَلاِب  عُنَصتَ 

O son of Adam! There are two types of sustenance: one sort is the one you are"
looking for, and the other one is the one which is after you. Do not add the worries and
sorrows of a next year to those of this year. Therefore, the management of the day's
problems would be enough for that day. If the next year is among your life, you will
definitely receive the necessary sustenance, and if it is not considered among your

,days of life
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why bother worrying about it. Be aware that nobody will receive your daily bread.
[Anything which is predetermined for you will all be yours."[820

:In another occasion of the same book, Imam Ali (s) says

" کَِقزرِِب هِیِف  هللا  تِأیَ  كَرِمعُ  نِم  کُیَ  نِا  هَُّناف  كَاتَا  دقَ  يذّلا  کَِمویَ  یلعَ  کَیِتأیَ  يذّلا  کَِمویَ  َّمهَ  لمِحتَ  لا  مَدَآ ، نَْبای  "

O son of Adam! Do not add the worries about gaining the future sustenance on the"
worries of the day. This is because if you are predetermined to live, you will receive

[your daily–bread and if you are not supposed to live, why bother?"[821

And in his letter, on "The sustenance you are after" and "The sustenance which is
:after you", Imam Ali (s) says

" كَاتَأ هِِتأتَ  مَل  تَنا  ناِف  کَُبِلطیَ  قٌزرِو  هُبِلطتَ  قٌزرِ  نِاقَزرِ : قَزرِلا  َّناَ  َّینَُب  ایَ  ملَعاو  "

My son! Be aware that sustenance is of two types: One is the sort you are after, and"
." the second sort is the one which is after you, following you closely

:Exciting samples

There are many cases where sustenance has been after specific individuals. Here we
will introduce the samples mentioned under this portion of Imam Ali's letter by Ibn Abi

:al-Hadid

a) Emad Al-Dowleh Abal Hassan Ale-Buye after defeating Ibn Yaqut entered Shiraz
while needing lots of money. On the way, one of his horse's leg was caught in a hole.
He had to dismount the horse. His servants made the horse's leg free but suddenly
were confronted with a big hole. He ordered his men to dig the place. They found

great treasures of Ibn
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.Yaqut's

b) Emad Al-Dowleh, upon entering Shiraz, was one day lying on the ground of Ibn
Yaqut's house when he saw a snake on the ceiling. He ordered his men to kill the
animal. It ran away, taking refuge in the woods of the temple. He ordered his men to
take off the planks. There, to their surprise, they found fifty thousand dinars of Ibn

.Yaqut's treasure

c) Emad Al-Dowleh, after entering Shiraz and establishing the foundations of his reign
desired to have clothing for himself and for his household. His men told him the tailor
of Ibn Yaqut, a truly religious and benevolent man, was available. But he was a deaf
man. He ordered the tailor to his presence. When Emad told the tailor he wished for
some clothes, the man trembled, saying: By God, My lord, I do not have more than
four boxes of Yaqut's treasures. Emad was surprised and ordered his men to fetch

[the boxes. The boxes were filled with gold, jewelry and valuable cloth."[822

How improper it is to be humble when in need and be indifferent when in needlessness.2

Humility, stubbornness, kindness and indifference should be based on self-esteem
and submission to Allah and to righteousness and not on hypocrisy and financial
considerations. There are a lot of people who are meek when in need and aggressive
when in needlessness. The Holy Qur’an describes the attitudes of such people in

:different verses

:In the sura of Yunus, God says

مهُءَاجَو فٌصِاعـَ  حٌـیرِ  اـهتءَاجَ  اـهِب  اوحُرِفَو  هٍبَّیطَ  حٍـیرِِب  مهِِب  نَیرَجَو  کِْـلفُلا  یف  مُتنکُ  اذِا  یّتحَ  رِحبَلاو  ِّربَلا  یف  مکُرِّیسـَُی  يذّـلا  وَهُ  "

مهِِب طَیحُِا  مهُّناَ  اوُّنظَو  نٍاکمَ  ِّلکُ  نِم  جُومَلا 
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" ...ِّقحَلا رِیغَِب  ضِرلأا  یف  نَوغُبیَ  مهُ  اذِا  مهُاجَنا  اَّملَفَ  نَیرِکِاَّشلا  نَِم  َّنَنوکُنََل  هذِهَ  نِم  انتَیجَنا  نِئَل  نَیِّدلا  هَُل  نَیصِِلخُم  هللا  اوعَدَ 

He it is who makes you travel by land and sea; until when you are in the ships, and"
they sail on with them in a pleasant breeze, and they rejoice, a violent wind overtakes
them and the billows surge in on them from all sides, and they become certain that
they are encompassed about, they pray to Allah, being sincere to Him in obedience: if
thou dost deliver us from this, we will most certainly be of the grateful ones. But when

[He delivers them, lo! They are unjustly rebellious in the earth"[823

[: The same issue is brought up in the sura of Ankabut [Qur’an 29

" نَوکُرِشُْی مْهُ  اذَإِ  ِّربَْلا  یَلإِ  مْهُاَّجَن  اَّملَفَ  نَیِّدلا  هَُل  نَیصِِلخُْم  هََّللا  اوْعَدَ  کِْلفُْلا  یِف  اوُبکِرَ  اذَإِفَ  "

So when they ride in the ships they call upon Allah, being sincerely obedient to Him,"
[but when He brings them safe to the land, lo! They associate others with Him"[824

And in the sura of Alaq [The Clot], the inordinate character of man when not in need is
:described as follows

[" 825] ینَْغتَسْا هُآرَ  نْأَ  یغَطْیََل  نَاسَنإِْلا  َّنإِ  اَّلکَ  "

." Nay! Man is most surely inordinate, because he sees himself free from want"

These verses clearly show to us that a group of people's modesty or stubbornness is
not based on yielding to justice and keeping one's self-esteem in the face of humility;
rather they are hypocrites and money-mongers. Thus, when they attain what they

desired for and felt no
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need, they will forget their beneficent God, resorting to injustice and aggression. But
when they feel endangered and in need of God's assistance, they become humble in
front of their creator. This group of people lacks self-esteem and obedience to Allah. A

.respectable human being never will approve this kind of attitude towards life

Although these verses depict the attitude of those who become humble in front of
God when in need but become stubborn when they are free from want, they are good
examples for Imam Ali's statements. Such people are aggressive not only in front of
God, but also in their dealing with people, as well. Imam Ali's reproach in his letter

.includes these people

In other words, Imam Ali's statement is general. It includes everybody, both high-
:standing people and common ones. Imam Ali (s) adds

" رِهَّدلا یلعَ  هِتِف  تَرقَتَْفا  اذِاو  اًرطَِب  نکُتَ  لافَ  تَیِنغَ  اذاِف  رِقفَلا  هَُّلذَمَو  ینَغِلا  هُیِت  یتَفَِل  امَهُاضراَ  نِاقَلخُ لا  "

There are two traits which do not suit a true gentleman: the pride due to"
needlessness, and the agony of being poor. Thus, when you become needless do not
be haughty and when you become poor, consider this world less important than it

[really is."[826

What in this world which could rebuild our Hereafter would be worth of noting.3

Everything in this world including wealth, positions, ladies, children, ornaments,
residence, clothing, foods and drinks will be fatal. Only that aspect of this world will

.remain which is divine

:The Holy Qur’an in this respect says

وْأَ رٍکَذَ  نِْم  احًِلاصَ  لَمِعَ  نْمَ  نَوُلمَْعیَ  اوُناکَ  امَ  نِسَحْأَِب  مْهُرَجْأَ  اورُبَصَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنیَزِجْنََلوَ  قٍاَب  هَِّللا  دَْنعِ  امَوَ  دُفَنیَ  مْکُدَْنعِ  امَ  "
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" نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَ  امَ  نِسَحْأَِب  مْهُرَجْأَ  مْهَُّنیَزِجْنََلوَ  هًبَِّیطَ  هًایَحَ  هَُّنیَِیحُْنلَفَ  نٌِمؤُْم  وَهُوَ  یثَنأُ 

What is with you passes away and what is with Allah is enduring; and we will most"
certainly give to those who are patient their reward for the best of what they did.
Whoever does good whether male or female and he is a believer, We will most
certainly make him live a happy life, and we will most certainly give them their reward

[for the best of what they did."[827

:Elsewhere the Holy Qur’an says

 " الًمَأَ رٌْیخَوَ  اًباوََث  کَِّبرَ  دَْنعِ  رٌْیخَ  تُاحَِلاَّصلا  تُایَِقابَْلاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  هُنَیزِ  نَوُنبَْلاوَ  لُامَْلا  "

Wealth and children are an adornment of the life of this world; and the ever–abiding,"
[the good works, are better with your Lord in reward and better in expectation.[828

Thus, that part of the world's good which is being consumed in this world and has no
flavor of divinity attached to it would be a nuisance for man and its pleasure is little
and worthless. But what has been used here in this world for God's sake and
satisfaction would give a definite reward to man in the Hereafter.[829] In this regard

:the Prophet (s) has stated

" تَیقَْبافَ تَقَّدصَتَ  وا  تَیلَْبافَ ، تَسِبَل  وا  تَینَفافَ  تَلکَا  امَ  لاِّا  کَِلامَ  نِم  کََل  سَیَل  مَدَآ ، نَبای  "

O son of Adam! From your wealth nothing is left except that part which you ate and"
disappeared or you put it on and now is worn-out and gave away as charity which

:remains now. He has also said

: ثٍلاَث نعَ  لاِا  هُلمَا  عَطَقَنا  مَدَآ  نُبا  تَامَ  اذِا  "
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" هَُل اوعُدیَ  حٌِلاصَ  دٌَلوَو  هِِب  عُفَتَنُی  مٌلعِ  هٌیَرِاجَ ، هٌقَدَصَ 

When one dies, he will be disassociated of everything, except for three things: the"
current charity [The good works done for people, e.g. books, Hospitals, roads,
mosques, etc…];[830] the knowledge and science from which people could benefit, and
the righteous child who will pray for him".[831] And Imam Ali (s) in this connection says

:in Nahjol Balagha

" هُرُجاَ یقَبیَو  هُُتَنؤمَ  بُهَذْتَ  لٌمَعَو  هُتعَِبتَ  یقَبتَو  هُتَّذَل  بُهَذْتَ  لٌمَعَ  نِیلَمَعَ : نَیَب  امَ  نِاّتشَ  "

What difference between these two actions: an action the pleasure of which goes"
away, but its consequences remain: and an action whose troubles go away, but its

[rewards remain?"[832

:Imam Ali (s) has said in his letter

" كَاوثمَ هِِب  تَحلَصاَ  امَ  كَایندُ  نِم  کََل  امّنِا  "

"From this world, you will get as much as could correct your hereafter"

:Do not worry over the past Events

Change is interwoven in the very structure of life in this world. One sort of change is
gaining things and losing them. Sometimes we lose objects which we love extremely
and at times we get things we did not anticipate. Some people become disturbed upon
losing things or obtaining what which entails misery for them. On the other hand, the
elite become neither overjoyed nor depressed on what they get or lose. This is

:because firstly, everything is fatal: only Allah is everlasting

[834 "] مِارَکْإِْلاوَ لِالَجَْلا  وذُ  کَِّبرَ  هُجْوَ  یقَْبیَوَ  نٍافَ  اهَْیلَعَ  نْمَ  ُّلکُ  [ 833] هُهَجْوَ اَّلإِ  کٌِلاهَ  ءٍیْشَ  ُّلکُ  "

Everything is perishable but Him. Every one of it must pass away; and there will“
endure for ever the person of
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." your Lord, the lord of glory and honor

:Regarding this, a poet says

;Do not get hurt with the presence or absence of any goods

.Since any existing thing is perishable at the end

Secondly, with a simple calculation, the elite calm themselves over lost or
unattainable desires. They think these lost assets are like other lost ones or they are
similar to thousand other desires which will never materialize. Since they do not worry

.over what is unattainable, they do not bother on losing them

Thirdly, they consider this significant principle: "Be happy with what you presently
have and do not frown." They contend that showing discomfort is in contrast with the
Principle of submission to God's will. Among these honored ones is the one who was 70

:years of age and

[835 "] نَاکَ هُتَیَل  نکُیَ ، مَل  ئٌیشَ  لاوَ  نکُیَ  مَل  هُتَیَل  نَاکَ ، ئٌیشَ  لقُیَ  مَلوَ  "

For what happened he never said: I wish it had not happened; and for what which did"
”. not happen, he never said: I wish it did happen

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s), in his letter, commands us to

" کَیَلِا لصِیَ  مَل  امَ  ِّلکُ  یلعَ  عزَجْافَ  كَدِیَ  نِم  تََّلفَتَ  امَ  اًعزِاجَ  تَنکُ  نِاوَ  "

If you have to worry over what you have already lost, then be worried over the"
". things you have not received yet

Base your reasoning for future actions on the events of the past . 5

One of the ways to carry out reasoning is logical exemplification or what the
." jurisprudents call "qiyas" or "deduction

By exemplification we mean proving a case because of its similarity, to or identity with
other cases. An example follows: In the same
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way that a house needs a builder, the sky and the earth, too, need a creator. Another,
sample: In the same way that wine is forbidden because it causes drunkenness, any

.alcohol, too, is forbidden because it brings about intoxication

In any case, we see in history books that the oppressors and tyrants are ruined or
pleasure seekers become miserable at the end or those who do not respect their
parents will not prosper, we come to the conclusion that if we carry out these acts, we

.too will suffer

As we have already seen, in the books on traditions this issue is interpreted as
"getting experience" or "learning your lesson". Imam Ali (s) refers to this topic in

:different occasions: Some examples are here

[836 "] اًرجَدَزُم لَِّولااِب  رِخِلآِل  َّنِا  اًربَتَعُم ، نَیضِامَلاِب  نَیِقابَلِل  َّنِا  ( " a

People in the past are good lessons for the future people. There are some inhibitory"
"factors for the future people from their past

َّنافَ اهَنِم  یَقَِب  امَِل  اینُّدلا  نَِم  یضَمَ  امَِب  رِبتَعاو  ِّقحَلا  نَِم  فَلَسَ  امَِب  قِّدصوَ  ( " b

" قرِافُم لٌِئامَ  اهّلکُو  اهِلَّواِب  قٌحِلا  اهرُخِآو  اًضعَب  هُِبشُی  اهضُعَب 

Accept and confirm what you see in the Qur’an of the life of the people of the past.“
Take your lessons from the events of the past. This is because some of the events of
the past are similar to others and its end combines with its start, but all of it is

[transient and unstable”.[837

هِعِِئاقوَوَ هِتلاوصَوَ  هللا  سِأَب  نِم  مکُِلبقَ  نِم  نَیرِبکتَسمُلا  مَمَلأا  بَاصا  امَِب  اورِبتَعاف  ( " c

" مهِِبوُنجُ عِرِاصمَو  مهدِودُخُ  يوِاثمَِب  اوظُعَِّتاو  هِِتلاُثمَوَ 

Take lessons from the previous aggressive nations with the“

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 470 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


punishments, sufferings and chastisements which befell them. Pay attention to their
[residence in the graves.[838

" ظعِاومَلا هِیِف  عجَنتَ  مَل  اهِفورُصُو  اینُّدلا  رِیغَِب  رِبتَعیَ  مَل  نمَ  ( " d

One who does not take lessons from the ups and downs and the changes of the“
[world will not take any lesson from any preaching, either”.[839

e) "Only one who has taken lessons from his past will take lessons from his remaining
[life span."[840

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) in his honorable letter writes

" هٌابَشا رَوُملاا  َّناِف  نَاکَ  دقَ  امَِب  نکُیَ  مَل  امَ  یلعَ  لّدِتَسا  "

." Base your reasoning for future actions on the events of the past"

The wise listen to advice through good manners , but the beasts do so through punishment.6

One of the advantages of man over the beast is his advisability through education. It
is man who, through his being equipped with the power of wisdom and free will, can
go through a path which may make him enjoy human virtues and can keep him away

[from committing wrong doings.[841

This state of taking advice and enjoying good manners is a criterion for man's values
.and is the best heritage and the most excellent clothes for him

But people are different in accepting advice: Some take advice with a small signal
given them and do a lot of good works within a short time. Some are late and lazy in
taking advice and do not adopt it unless punished or reproached. They behave like
beasts which should be hit to go the right way. Imam (s), on this issue, writes in his

:sacred letter

َّناِف هِِملایِا  یف  تَغَلاَب  اذِا  اّلِا  هُظَعِلا  هُعُفَنتَ  نَّمِم لا  َّنَنوکُتَ  لاوَ  "
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" بِرضَلاِب لاِّا  ظُعِتَتَ  مُِئاهبَلاو لا  بِادلااِب  ظُعَِّتِی  لَِقاعَلا 

Do not be one of those who are not influenced by advice, unless severely punished."
This is because the wise accept advice through good mannerism, whereas the beasts

[do so only through being hit."[842

:Elsewhere, Imam Ali (s) has stated

" حُیرِصتَلا لِاهّجُلا  هُِبوقُعُ  حُیوِلتَلا ، ءِلاقَعُلا  هَُبوقعُ  "

The punishment of the wise is through a hint but that of the ignorant is through being"
[explaining".[843

However, there are some who will never take advice. This is because they are not
created unguidable; rather, this indifference of theirs toward taking advice is due to
their wrong education or their getting accustomed to nasty habits and performing
sins so much so that they are not ready to employ their wisdom and to go the right

:path. If they wish, however, they could develop and change as it is said of a bastard

" هِِب يَزِجُ  اًرّشَ  لَمِعَ  نِاو  هِِب  يَزِجُ  اًریخَ  لَمِعَ  نِا  لُمِعتَسیَ  اَنزِلا  دََلوَ  َّنِا  "

A bastard is activated through education. If his actions were good, he would receive"
[a good reward and if he did wrong he is punished for it".[844

The Holy Qur’an talks about these people as creatures worse than beasts.[845] They
are also likened to salty land where nothing can grow but herbage.[846] Our poets

:have said

.Education to an unworthy person is like a nut on the dome

:Another poem depicts the same thing

The rain which is unanimously believed to be delicate

In the garden it causes tulips to grow, but in the salt marsh it causes thorns to grow

All of the above cases depend
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upon these people's capability for performing vice. This is not taken to mean that they
[lack the necessary will to adopt the right way[847

Avoid worries and sorrows through patience and real conviction.7

If we believe that God performs everything based on wisdom and expedience and
also contend that what He does is either pure benevolence or its goodness exceeds
its badness, then we, as true believers, will anticipate all miseries willingly and will

.never show signs of impatience

Of course, there are some calamities which are created due to people's

:mismanagement. In these cases they are to be blamed. Examples are

One who has been careless in driving his car and has caused the death and injuries of
.others

One who has lost his life through addiction; and one who has lost his wealth because
.of gambling or extravagance

These people should not blame the others because they deserve the hardships they
.are facing

But sometimes some events occur which are beyond our control, such as the
:following

A strong earthquake might destroy his life and his building despite the fact that the
.building was designed in accordance with safety codes

;Some type of cancer might kill a friend or a relative of theirs

.Sometimes a flood or a tornado could bring about irreparable damages

These extraordinary events, which are beyond our control and are among the general
principles of this world are based on some valid divine wisdom. We might assume
these happenings are harmful for us. But our conviction in that God will not carry out a

useless act and that these happenings are in our favor, we will suffer
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.them with patience

Thus, as Imam Ali (s) has stated in his letter

" نِیقِیَلا نِسْحُو  رِْبصَلا  مِِئازَعِب  مِومُهُلا  تِادَرِاوَ  کَنعَ  حرَطِا  "

Keep away your worries and sorrows with the help of patience and conviction", a"
patient believer will not allow worries and sorrows to bother him and what he sees in

.God is only beauty

Putting aside moderation is injustice and deviation from rightousness . 8

In general, moderation in affairs is desirable and in accordance with justice and being
extravagant and parsimonious are considered to be unjust. Our religion leaders have
commanded us to observe the principle of moderation in livelihood, work, worship,

.food consumption, rest, struggle, and the like

:The Qur’an, in describing the attributes of the true believers says

" امًاوَقَ کَِلذَ  نَْیَب  نَاکَوَ  اورُُتْقیَ  مَْلوَ  اوُفرِسُْی  مَْل  اوقُفَنأَ  اذَإِ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  "

And they who when they spend, are neither extravagant nor parsimonious, and keep"
[between these the just mean"[848

:Upon his death bed, Imam Ali (s) advises his son

" کَِتدَابَعِ یِف  دصِتَقاو  کَِتشَیعِمَ  یف  َّینَُب  ایَ  دصِتَقا  "

[My son! Be moderate in livelihood and worship"[849"

:In some other occasion, Imam Ali (s) has said

" رِهَّدلا بِِئاونَِل  َّدعَتَسا  دقَفَ  رِقفَلاو  ینَغِلا  یف  دَصَتَقا  نمَ  "

One who is moderate in the face of poverty and affluence has prepared himself for"
[the hardships of the world"[850

The Islamic scholars in ethics consider good manners between the two extremes of
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extravagance and dissipation; bravery between timidity and boldness; generosity
between dissipation and avarice, economy between extravagance and severity;
modesty between pride and meanness; and chastity between sensual desire and lack
of sexual drive. By the right path is meant moderation; any deviation of it brings about

injustice and the subsequent descent
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[to the hell. This right path is narrower than a hair and sharper than a sword.[851

:Our poets have written

,Do not resort to gluttony to the extent that it is poured out of your mouth

.Nor eat too little so that you lack the needed energy

A true walker is not the one who speeds up at one moment and gets tired the other
;moment

.Rather, a good walker is the one who goes slowly but steadily

:Imam Ali (s) in his letter emphasizes

" رَاجَ دَصْقَلا  كَرَتَ  نمَ  "

". One who puts aside moderation has diverted from the right path"

Your companion is like your relative . 9

With regards to the previous discussions about the role of companions, we
understood that a companion is a means of one's solace and help at the time of
depressions ad an important factor in shaping one's character. And in this way the

:message of Imam Ali (s) in his statement

" بٌسِانَُم بُحِاصَلاو  "

A companion is like a relative" becomes obvious. This is because where a relative has"
.blood relation with one, a companion has spiritual relation with him

" حِوُّرلا هُایحَ  بِیِبلّلا  یِلوَلا  هُبَحصُ  "

Association with a wise friend is a means for the life of our spirit."[852] It is as though"
.they were possessing one soul in two bodies

" هٍقَِّرفَتَُم مٍوسُجُ  یف  دٌحِاوَ  سٌفََن  ءُاقَدِصْلأا  "

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 476 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


[Friends are one soul in different bodies"[853"

:The companion, whom Imam Hassan (s) has in mind, has the following traits

کََلوصَ َّدشَ  تَلصِ  نِاو  کََلوقَ  قََّدصَ  تَلُق  نِاو  کََناعاَ  هتََنوعمَ  هُنِم  تَدرَاَ  اذَِاو  کََناصَ  هُتَمدَخَ  اذِاو  کََنازَ  هُتَبحِصَ  اذِا  نمَ  بحَـصاف  "

اهَّدعَ هًنَسَحَ  کَنِم  يآر  نِاو  اهَّدسَ  هٌمَلَث  کَنعَ  تدََب  نِاو  اهدّمَ  لٍضفَِب  كَدَیَ  تَددَمَ  نِاو 
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هُنِم کَیلعَ  فُِلتخَیَ  لاو  قُِئاوبَلا  هُنِم  کَیِتأتَ  نمَ لا  كَءَاسَ  هِب  تِِاَّمِلمُلا  يدَـحِا  تَْلزََن  نِاو  كَادتـَبا  هُنعَ  َّتکَسـَ  نِاو  كَاطَعاَ  هُتَلأسَ  نِاو 
" كَرََثآ اًمسَقَنُم  امُتعزَانَتَ  نِاو  قِِئاقحَلا  دَنعِ  کَلذُخیَ  لاو  قُِئارطَلا 

Then associate with one whose association is good for you; if you are at his service,"
he should protect you; if you asked him for help, he should help you; if you uttered
something, he should confirm you; if you attacked an enemy, he should strengthen
you; if you asked him for financial help, he should help you; if there is a weak point in
you work, he should make up for it; if you did a good deed, he should acknowledge it;
if you asked him for anything he should provide you with it; and if you are silent in this
act, he should volunteer to help you; and if anything terrible happens to him, you
should get upset; he should be one who does not hurt you; he should help you at hard

[times; and he should give you priority if there is a quarrel between you two."[854

Such an associate deserves being treated as a relative. We should carry out for him
.those responsibilities that we are supposed to perform for our relatives

A true friend is the one who respects you in your absence . 10

A genuine friend is the one who respects you in your absence. He should not boast of
his friendship in front of you nor should he act hypocritically in your absence. Imam Ali

:(s) in the Hekma section of Nahjol balaga emphasizes

: ثٍلاَث یف  هُاخَا  ظَفَحیَ  یّتحَ  اًقیدِصَ  قُیدِصَلا  نُوکُیَ  "لا 
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" هِتافَوَو هِتبَیغَو  هِِتبَکَن  یف 

A man is not one's friend unless he will not forget his friend in three cases: when"
[everybody is against him, when he is absent and after his death."[855

Imam Sadiq (s) gives the following advice to Mohammad Ibn Moslem and his
:companion

" هِِتبَیغَ یف  هُظفَحافَ  بَاغَ  نِاو  "

[Respect him in his absence and when he is not around"[856"

:Imam Ali (s), in his letter, emphasized the same principle

" هُُبیغَ قَدَصَ  نمَ  قُیدِصَلاوَ  "

"A true friend is the one whose heart is sincere to you"

Sensuality is like blindness . 11

As we saw before, one of the factors which hinders man's realism is sensuality. Imam
:Ali (s) says

" ِّقحَلا نِعَ  دّصُیَفَ  يوهَلا  عُابَِتا  اَّماف  "

Getting involved in debauchery hinders man from arriving at the right path."[857] It is"
" مّصُِیو مِعُی  ئِیشَلا  ُّبحُ  : " also said

." Too much love for something makes a man both blind and dumb"

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) wrote in his letter

" یمَعَلا کُیرِشَ  يوهَلاو  "

Sensuality accompanies blindness" in the same way that the blind can not see his"
." way

In the same manner a sensual person is deprived of the ways to distinguish the right
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:way. Imam Ali (s) has stated in this connection

" اینُّدلاو هِرَخِلآا  یف  لُلاضَلا  وَهُو  یمَعَلا  یلا  اوعُدیَ  يوهَلا  َّناِف  يوهَلا  هِبََناجمُِب  مکُیصِوا  "

I recommend that you stay away from whimsicality because it makes a man blind"
[and that causes going the wrong way both here and in the hereafter."[858

:Imam Ali (s) in this respect has said

" كَادَراو کَبَلَقَنُم  دَسَفاَو  كَامَعاَو  کََّمصَا  كَاوهَ  تَعطَاَ  نِا  کََّنِا  "

If you obey your sensuality, it will make you both blind and dumb and it will"
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[destroy your hereafter and will make you miser."[859

:He has also stated

[One who follows his sensuality will be both blind and dumb."[860"

Close strangers and strange relatives . 12

It can not be denied that in the school of the prophets (s) the criterion for relationship
is based on religious bonds or else the mere blood relation or belonging to a special
tribe, race or family does not establish a credible relatedness. For this reason God
does not consider Noah's son as one of his family since his ideas were different from

.those of his father

[861 "] کَِلهْأَ نِْم  سَْیَل  هَُّنإِ  "

." He said: O Nuh! Surely he is not of your family"

Another example applies to Abu Lahab, the Prophet's uncle, who made a lot of
troubles for the Prophet (s) and was therefore condemned by the Qur’an. The sura of

:Tabbat was revealed to the Prophet (s) in this case

" َّبتَو بٍهََل  یباَ  ادیَ  تَّبتَ  "

"Perdition overtake both hands of Abu Lahab, and he will perish"

On the other hand, although Salman was an Iranian, the Prophet (s) considers him as
:one of his family members. The Prophet (s) has said

[862 "] تِیبَلا لَهاَ  اَّنِم  نُاملسَ  "

(”. Salman is from us, Ahlul Bayt (the Prophet’s family“

It is on this basis that in our Islamic traditions there are some characters that carry
the titles “Shia” or “Moslem” but in behavior and in practice they do not look like the
Prophet (s) or his household. They are expelled from the Moslem ranks, however.

:Examples are the following
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:a) The Great Prophet (s) says

" اّنم سیلَفَ  اًمَِلسُم  َّشغَ  نمَ  "

One who commits treason against his fellow Moslems is not“
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”one of us

:b) Imam Sadiq (s) says

" اًمارحَ نِمؤُم  لَامَ  لَکَا  نمَ  یٍِلوِب  سَیَل  "

". One who takes illegally away a believer's possession does not belong to me"

:c) The Great Prophet (s) has said

" یّنَِم سَیلَفَ  هرَّش  ءَاقِّتا  سُاّنلا  هُمَرَکاَ  نمَوَ  لااَ  "

One who is respected by people because of the avoidance of his being a trouble"
". maker does not belong to me

:d) Imam Ali (s) has said

" سَانَلا مِلظیَ   َ نِم انَِتعَیشِ  نِم  سَیَل  "

"One who does injustice to others is not one of our Shia"

:e) The Great Prophet (s) said

" مِلسمُِب سَیلَفَ  هُبجَی  ملَفَ  نَیمِِلسمُلَل  ِی  اَ يدِانُی  لاًجُرَ  عَمَسَ  نمَ  "

One who hears some Moslems calling: 'O Moslems help me' and does not respond is"
"not a Moslem

:f) Imam Baqir (s) told one of his followers named Jabir

کََّنِا اوُلاقَ  وَلوَ  کَِلذَ  کَنزِحُی  مَل  ءٍوسُ  لُجُرَ  تَنا  اوًلاقَو  كَرِـصِم  لُهاَ  کَیلَعَ  عمَتَجِا  وَل  یّتحَ  اًَّیِلوَ  انَل  نُوکتَ  کََنأب لا  رِباجَ  ایَ  ملَعاو  "

" هللا بِاتَکِ  یلع  ضرعا  نکَِلوَ  کَِلذَ  كََّرسُیَ  مَل  حٌِلاصَ  لٌَجُرَ 

O Jabir! We will not consider you as a friend of ours unless you will not become sad if"
all people say that you are a bad man and you will not become over-joyed if all people
say that you are a good one. Rather, you should expose yourself to God's Book
(Qur’an) and find out the criteria for goodness and badness in that book and in this

"way see to what group you belong
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:g) Imam Kadhim (s) said

" مَویَ لکَ  یفَ  هُسَفَن  بسِاحُی  مَل  نمَ  اَّنِم  سَیَل  "

"One who does not evaluate himself every day does not belong to us"

h) Imam Ali Ibn Musa
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Al-Reza (s) has been reported to have asked one of his friend: How do people
interpret this verse: “…he is of evil conduct”.[863] One of the attendants said that

.people think this verse means that Noah's son was not his real son

:Imam Reza (s) answered

" اَّنِم سَیلَفَ  اللهَا  عِطُِی  مَل  اَّنِم  نَاک  امَ  اذکَ  هِیِباَ  نعَ  هُافََن  هللا  یصَعّ  امَّل  نکَِلو  هُُنبِِا  نَاکَ  دقََل  لاکَ  "

No, it is not the case. He was really Noah's son, but when he committed a sin and"
stayed away from God's obedience, Allah negated his kinship. Those who belong to us

." but refuse to obey God are not one of us

:Thus, it is in accordance with what Imam Ali (s) has written in his sacred letter

" دٍیعَِب نِم  دُعَباَ  بٍیرِقَو  بٍیرِقَ  نِم  بُرَقاَ  دٍیعَب  َّبرُوَ  "

There might be some strangers who are closer to us than our relatives and some"
relatives who are more distant from us than strangers." And the Holy Qur’an, in this

:concern, says

" مْهُورُذَحْافَ مْکَُل  اودُعَ  مْکُدِاَلوْأَوَ  مْکُجِاوَزْأَ  نِْم  َّنإِ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ  "

O you who believe! Surely from among your wives and your children there is an"
enemy to you; therefore beware of them."[864] And verses 22 and 23 from Sura of

:Bara’a [Repentance] have similar content

 ..." نِامَیإِْلا یلَعَ  رَْفکُْلا  اوُّبحَتَسْا  نْإِ  ءَایَِلوْأَ  مْکَُناوَخْإِوَ  مْکُءَاَبآ  اوذُخَِّتتَ  اَل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ  "

O you who believe! Do not take your fathers and brothers for guardians if they love"
unbelief more than belief; and whoever of you takes them for a guardian, these it is

." that are the unjust

A Stranger is the one who does not have any friends . 13

It is true
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that the word "stranger" is generally used for those who are away from their country;
but a true stranger or lonely man is one who is deprived of friends and associates. For
this reason a person who is away from his country is also called a stranger because

.there he lacks friends and associates

Thus, if a person lacks friends in his own country, he can be said to be a stranger. If a
man has appropriate friends in a foreign country, he is not still considered a stranger.

:For this reason, Imam Ali (s) has said

" کَلَمَحَ امَ  دِلاِبلا  رُیخَ  دٍلََب ، نِم  کَِب  َّقحَأِب  دٌلََب  سَیَل  "

No country should be considered better than the other; the best country for you is"
the one in which you are accepted and it can provide you means for your

[advancement"[865

In Imam Ali's conception, the poor and the deprived people are also considered
stranger in their own homeland since they are generally deprived of people's

:association with them

" هِِتدَلَب یف  بٌیرِغَ  ُّلقِمُلاو  "

[A poor person is a stranger even in his own city"[866"

:On the basis of this principle, Imam Ali (s) in his letter states

" بٌیِبحَ هَُل  نکُیَ  مَل  نمَ  بُیرِغَلاوَ  "

A stranger is the one who lacks friends." By this statement, he wants to emphasize"
the significance of having friends. Imam Ali (s) has said: He who does not have friends
is a miserable person; and even more miserable than he is the one who easily loses

.his friends

An Aggressor to the truth will meet several Hurdles . 14

The truth is defined as "a constant thing which coincides with reality." And since the
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Creator of the world is true and genuine and not whimsical and fantasy, God's religion
and his Commandments are true and not satanic and absurd concepts. Thus, if
anybody goes the right path in life, all the world rise in his support and will help him
and will make him prosper. On the contrary, if anybody goes the opposite direction of

.the flowing river he will meet obstacles and will get destroyed

This is an issue which is confirmed by both science and experience and by the Book
.(Qur’an), Traditions, and the lives of the prophets and God's men

The Holy Qur’an, on the occasion of the victory of the rightful army over the army of
:falsehood says

" نَوُبِلاغَْلا مْهَُل  اَندَنجُ  َّنإِوَ  نَورُوصُنمَْلا  مْهَُل  مْهَُّنإِ  نَیِلسَرْمُْلا  اَندِابَعِِل  انَُتمَِلکَ  تْقَبَسَ  دْقََلوَ  "

And certainly Our word has already gone forth in respect of Our servants, the"
apostles. Most surely they shall be the assisted ones, and most surely Our host alone

[shall be the victorious ones."[867

:The Qur’an, in another connection, emphasizes

" زٌیزِعَ ٌّيوِقَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  یِلسُرُوَ  اَنأَ  َّنبَِلغْأََل  هَُّللا  بَتَکَ  "

Allah has written down: I will most certainly prevail, I and My apostles. Surely Allah is"
[strong, Mighty."[868

Elsewhere, concerning the true religion of Islam, which will finally prevail over the
:distorted religions, the Qur’an says

" نَوکُرِشْمُْلا هَرِکَ  وَْلوَ  هِِّلکُ  نِیِّدلا  یلَعَ  هُرَهِظُْیِل  ِّقحَْلا  نِیدِوَ  يدَهُْلاِب  هَُلوسُرَ  لَسَرْأَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُ  "

He it is who sent his Apostle with guidance and the religion of truth, that He might"
[cause it to prevail over all religions, though the polytheists may be averse."[869

Concerning the obvious fact that truth includes
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such powers as the falsehood can not defeat and anybody who decides to trespass its
:borders will get destructed, The Holy Qur’an states

" قٌهِازَ وَهُ  اذَإِفَ  هُغُمَدْیَفَ  لِطِابَْلا  یلَعَ  ِّقحَْلاِب  فُذِْقَن  لَْب  "

Nay, We cast the truth against the falsehood, So that it breaks its head, and lo! It"
[vanishes.[870

:And, in this connection, Imam Ali (s) says

[871 "] کَلَهَ ِّقحَلِل  هتَحَفصَ  يدَباَ  نمَ  "

نمَ : Anybody who rises against the truth, will be destroyed". Elsewhere he has stated"
عَرِصُ َّقحَلا  عَرَاصَ 

[Anybody who fights against the truth, will be defeated"[872"

:Imam Ali (s) has also said

" بِطَحَلا رَیِثکَ  قُرِحُی  رِاّنلا  نَِم  لَیِلقَلا  َّناَ  امَکَ  لِطِابَلا  رَیِثکَ  عُفَدیَ  ِّقحَلا  لُیِلقَ  "

Little truth will defeat much falsehood in the same way that fire will burn much"
[firewood"[873

:In this connection, Imam Sadiq (s) has said

(" هُغُمَدْیَفَ لِطِابَْلا  یلَعَ  ِّقحَْلاِب  فُذِْقَن  لَْب  : ) هُُلوقَ کَِلذو  لَطِابَلا  ُّقحَلا  بَلَغَ  لاِّا  ِّقحَلا  ءِازَاِب  مُوقُیَ  لٍطِاَب  نِم  سَیَل  "

No falsehood can rise against truth without getting smashed by the truth. God, on"
:this issue says

Nay, we cast the truth against the falsehood, so it breaks its head, and lo! It vanishes
[[Qur’an 21:18].[874

:On the basis of this issue, Imam Ali (s) in his letter says

" هُبهَذْمَ قَاضَ  َّقحَلا  يدّعَتَ  نمَ  "
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Anybody who trespasses the truth will encounter unsurmountable hardships." This is"
because this world, which is based on truth and justice, predisposes us to go the right

.path. Or else encountering hurdles and hardships is inevitable

:The result is one's destruction. Baba Tahir Oryan, the Iranian poet, writes

,Don't engage in a work which entails hurdles

;And because of it the world looks a place of torture

This is because after
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,you, the readers will read your account

.And you'll become ashamed when they read yours

 …Appreciation and demanding in accordance with . 15

Appreciation and demanding in accordance with one's capabilities are two potent
:agents of success and eternity

There are two factors which determine one's success in life and his freedom. The first
one is one's evaluation to find out his real position in the community and his self-

.esteem

Second, upon having evaluated himself and having found his real status, he should try
to accept responsibilities based on his innate capacities and not to exceed his limits:
for instance, if he is not a philosopher, he should not pretend to be able to solve the
problems of creation, or if he is not qualified to accept positions dealing with judicial,
political, military and economic problems he should not accept such a post in the first
place, and if he gets a chance to deliver a sermon, he should not go beyond his limits.
It is natural that if he failed to recognize his true status in life, and consequently, if he
accepted jobs he was not qualified for, he would betray himself and would deserve all

.the curses which would level against him

:Imam's Guidelines in this Respect

Both in Nahjol Blalagha and Qerarol Hekam, Imam Ali (s) has provided us with
:necessary guidelines. Here are some examples

" هُرَوطَ َّدعَتَیَ  مَلوَ  هُرَدقَ  فَرَعَ  ءًرَمِا  هللا  مَحِرَ  . " 1

[May God bless one who knows his own status and never exceeds it"[875"

" هُرَدْقَ فَرِْعیَ  ناَ لا  لاًهْجَ  ءِرمَلاِب  یفَکَوَ  هُرَدْقَ  فَرَعَ  نمَ  مُِلاعَلا  . " 2

A wise man is the one who recognizes his"
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." own status. One who does not appreciate his status will remain stupid

" هُرَدْقَ فرِْعیَ  مَل  نمَ  کَلَهَ  . " 3

"One who is not aware of his status will get destroyed"

" هُرَوطَ ادَعَ  هُرَدْقَ  لَهِجَ  نْمَ  . " 4

"One who does not recognize his status will step off his limits"

" سِاّنلا نَیَب  عْضِیَ  مَل  هُرَدْقَ  فَرَعَ  نْمَ  . " 5

." One who recognizes his status will not lose his self esteem among people"

" ساّنلا هُمَرَکاَ  هِرِدْقَ  دَنعِ  فَقَوَ  نْمَ  . " 6

"One who does not step off his limits is respected by all"

:Based on the above guidelines, Imam Ali (s) in his letter has indicated

" هَُل یقَْبا  نَاکَ  هِرِدْقَ  یلعَ  رَصَتَقِا  نمَ  "

." One who stays within his limits will remain intact"

.This means his self-respect will not be lost and his life will be more fruitful

The safest means between God and God's servant . 16

In his life, man needs means to attain his objectives. But since these objectives are
physical, they do not carry much significance because they are perishable anyway. In
establishing relations with God, however, more attention should be used since this

.kind of rapport with God ends up in one's prosperity

Thus, we will observe that Imam Ali (s) in his Nahjol Balagha pays special attention to
:this issue enumerating these means in the following manner

هُمَِلکَو مِلاـسلإا  هُوَرذُ  هَّناـف  هِِلیِبسـَ  یف  دَاـهجِلاو  هِلوسـُرَِبو  هِِب  نُاـمیلإا  یلاـعتو  هَناحبسـُ  هللا  یلِا  نَوُـلِّسوَتَمُلا  هِِـب  لََّسوتـَ  امـَ  لَضـَفاَ  َّنِا  "
َّجحَو بِاقعِلا  نَِم  هٌَّنجُ  هَّنإف  نَاضمرَ  رِهشـَ  مُوصَو  هٌبجِاو  هٌضَیرِفَ  اهَّناف  هوکَّزلا  ءُاتـَیِاو  هَّلمِلا  اـهَّناف  هِولَّصلا  مَاـقِاو  هُرَطْفِلا  اـهَّناف  صِـلاخلإا 
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رِّفکَُت اهناف  رّسـِلا  هُقَدَصَو  لِجَلاا  یف  هٌاسنمَو  لِامَلا  یف  هٌارَثمَ  اهَّناف  محَِّرلا  هَلَصـِو  بَنَّذلا  نِاصخِرُیو  رَقفلا  نِایفِنیَ  امهَُّناف  هرُامتَعاو  تِیبَلا 
هِیِنلاعَلا هُقَدَصَو  هَئَیطِخَلا 
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" نِاوهَلا عَرِاصمَ  یفتَ  اهَّناف  فورعمُلا  عَِئانصَو  ءوُّسلا  هَتَیِم  عُفَدتَ  اهَّناف 

Faith in God and in His Prophet is the best means through which man could approach"
God. Another approach to come near to God is to fight for Him; this is because Holy
war (for God) is a lofty place in Islam. Another way is the confession to the unity of
Allah and to the prophethood of the Prophet (s). This last one is, furthermore, in
harmony with man's nature. Another approach is engaging in prayer which is an
Islamic principle. Still another way to approach God is paying alms which is an
obligation. Another method is the involvement in fasting which is a shield against
Allah's punishment. Hajj is an obligation which destroys poverty and cleanses the sins.
Family relations are also necessary and add to one's life. Hidden alms are good to
compensate for our wrong-doings and overt alms protect us against sudden deaths.

[And the last approach is doing good which will keep us away from vicious acts"[876

In the verse 256 of Sura of Baqarah [The cow] the safest approach from the above-
mentioned ways is introduced as disbelief in the Shaitan and belief in Allah

" اهََل مَاصَفِنا  اَل  یقَْثوُْلا  هِوَرْعُْلاِب  کَسَمْتَسْا  دْقَفَ  هَِّللاِب  نِْمؤُْیوَ  تِوغُاَّطلاِب  رْفُکْیَ  نْمَفَ  "

Therefore, whoever disbelieves in the Shaitan and believes in Allah, he indeed has"
." laid hold on the firmest handle, which shall not break off

And in the sura of Luqman, verse 22, it is mentioned that submitting to Allah and
engaging in good works are as two safest means
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.to approach to God

" یقَْثوُْلا هِوَرْعُْلاِب  کَسَمْتَسْا  دِقَفَ  نٌسِحُْم  وَهُوَ  هَِّللا  یَلإِ  هُهَجْوَ  مِْلسُْی  نْمَوَ  "

And whoever submits himself wholly to Allah and he is the doer of good (to others),"
". he indeed has taken hold of the firmest thing upon which one can lay hold

Although the above ways and approaches are among the safest ways to get near to
Allah, in traditions there are some suggestions to the effect that the safest way to
attain God's path is to love the Prophet's Household and to believe in the guardianship
of Imam Ali (s) and his progeny.[877] The reason for this fact is that the comprehension
of the Book (Qur’an) and the genuine religion is not possible without resort to velayat
and the guidance of the Proptet's Household. In this connection Zurara narrates from

(: Imam Baqir (s

: لاقف لُضَفا ؟ کَِلذَ  نِم  ئٍیشَ  ُّيأو  تلقف : هرَارَزُ  لاق  هُیَلاوِلاو  مُِوصَلاو  ُّجحَلاو  هُِاکَزَلاو  هُِولَّصلا  یلع  ءٍایشَا : هِسَمخَ  یلع  مُلاـسلإا  یَِنُب  "

" َّنهِیلَعَ لُیِلَّدلا  وَهُ  یِلاولاو  َّنهُحُاتَفِم  اهَّنلأ  لُضَفا ، هُیَلاوِلا 

Islam is based on five foundations: prayers, zakat, Hajj, fasting and guardianship.""
Zurara then asked which one of these was more important. Imam Baqir (s) replied:
guardianship because it is the key to the other four principles and the guardian is the

[guide to all of them."[878

:Thus Imam Ali's sentence means

" هللا نَیَبو  کَنَیَب  بٌبَسَ  هِِب  تَذْخَا  بٍبَسَ  قَُثواوَ  "

." The safest resort to hold is to have relations with God"

One, Who betrays you when you are in need, is your enemy . 17

As we have already seen, a true friend is the one who participates in his friend's
sorrows and happiness. One who does not forget his friend
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:at critical occasions and makes use of his capabilities in solving his friend's problems

" تِابَکَنَلا دَنعِ  کَمَِلسُی  ناَ لا  هُُترَدِقمَ ، هُُلانتَ  اًئیشَ  کَْعنَمیَ  لا  لٌامَ ، لاو  هٌیَلاوِ  کَیلَعَ  هُرّیغَُت  ناَ لا  هُنَیشَ ، کَنَیشَو  هُنَیزَ  کَنَیزَ  يرَیَ  ناَ  "

A true friend is the one who sees your virtue as his virtue and your sufferings as his"
sufferings, whose wealth and social status will not change his affections towards you,

[who does not spare you anything and will not betray you at the depressions"[879

Then how can a man be your friend when he does not care about your sufferings and
does not put forth energy to solve them? These are an enemy's actions. For this

:reason Imam Ali (s) says

" كَودُعَ وَهُفَ  کَِلابُی  مَل  نمَوَ  "

"One who does not care about you is your enemy"

In those cases where greed leads to one's destruction, it is better to resort to despair.18

The desire for happiness in life is for life's continuity. But sometimes a fulfilled desire
such as gaining wealth, wife, or children may lead to one's destruction. In such cases
it is better for his desires to change into despair. For this reason, Imam Ali (s)

:emphasizes in his letter

" اًکلاهَ عُمَطَلا  نَاکَ  اذِا  اًکاردِا  سُأیَلا  نُوکُیَ  دقَ  "

In those cases where greed leads to one's destruction, it is better to resort to"
." despair. It is because without those affairs one could continue with his life

In this case, this is better than the attainment of the desire. The lesson from this
illuminating utterance we get is that we should do without greed in the first place, and

secondly be happy under such circumstances and not to be full
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.of sorrows

Not every hidden defect becomes revealed and not every opportunity is attainable . 19

:For this sentence of Imam Ali's there are two interpretations

a) Since not every hidden defect is revealed and not every opportunity is attainable,
we should not be sorry for people's hidden defects not having been revealed; neither
should we be sorry for not having taken the lost chances. This is because option is not

.always at our disposal

b) Since this is the case, we should never try to reveal people's hidden defects; rather,
we should always try to keep them hidden because Allah loves people's secrets not to
be revealed. And we should not miss our chances because we might not get them any

[more.[880

.Although both interpretations are possible, the second one is more inclusive

A seeing man might go astray but a blind man might reach his destination . 20

It is assumed that reasoning and sight lead to realism and blindness and ignorance
deprives one of the comprehension of the truth. But this is not always true.
Sometimes a wise and seeing man might not be able to recognize the truth but an

:ignorant and blind person reaches his goal. It is said

A good trained horse sometimes trots and a sword might be blunt." It is also said:"
”. “The arrow hit the target in the darkness

Imam Ali (s) wants to generalize this fact that we should not exclusively rely on
wisdom and external factors; rather, we should always rely on God's specific
.benevolence. This is because it is He who leads means and factors towards goodness

Hurry in Carrying out good ; do not hasten to perform evil since there is plenty of time for.21
that

Since the road to salvage, which is the same as the right path, is but one, therefore we
should hurry in performing good doings. We should not procrastinate doing it because
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.we might miss the chances

But since there are different ways to perform evil, there is no need to hasten.[881] It is
:for this reason that Imam Ali (s), in his letter, says

" هتَلَّجعَتَ تَئشِ  اذِا  کََّنافَ  َّرشَلا  رِّخأ  "

Postpone doing evil because whenever you wish to do it, you may (in contrast to“
goodness for which you might not find time)”. It is for this reason that we see maxims

:such as

" رٌدِاقَ تَئشِ  یتمَ  هِءَاسَلإا  یلعَ  تَناو  تٍقوَ  ِّلکُ  یف  هِنَسَحَلِل  عٍیطِتَسمُِب  تَسِلَفَ  هِئَّیسَلا  لَْبقَ  هِنَسَحَلاِب  أدبِا  "

Carry out good before getting involved in vices because you might not find another"
chance to do good; but for doing vices, you
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[will always have a chance."[882

Based on this philosophy, the sacred Sharia commands us to be better and faster
than others in doing good

تِارَْیخَْلا اوقُِبتَسْافَ  [ 883]

Hasten to do good works], and among the traits of the true believers is the haste in]
doing good

[884 "] نَوقُِباسَ اهََل  مْهُوَ  تِارَْیخَْلا  یِف  نَوعُرِاسَُی  کَِئَلوْأُ  "

”. These hasten to good things and they are foremost in attaining them“

Cutting relations with an ignorant one equals having relations with a wise one.22

Since association with people has both good and adverse effects on man’s thoughts,
ethics and actions, the beloved distinguished figures of Islam have always
encouraged people to associate with the good ones and to avoid connections with the
bad ones. Among the points these scholars have emphasized is their persuading
people to sit with the scholars and the wise and to avoid association with the stupid

.ones

:The great Prophet (s), concerning the association with the wise and scholars says

یلِا هِبَغْرَلا  نَِمو  صِلاخْلاا ، یلِا  ءِایَرِلا  نَِمو  نِیقِیَلا  یلِا  ِّکشَلا  نَِم  سِمخَ : یلِا  سٍمخَ  نِم  مکُوعُدیـَ  مٍِلاعَ  ِّلکُ  دَـنعِ  ـّلاِا  اوسُِلجتَ  ـلا  "
" هِحَیصِنَلا یلِا  ِّشغِلا  نَِمو  عِضُاوتَلا  یلِا  رِبَکِلا  نَِمو  هِبَهْرَلا ،

Associate with a learned man who will invite you from five affairs into five other"
affairs: From skepticism towards conviction; from hypocrisy towards true belief; from
inclination towards this world to its rejection; from pride into humbleness; and from

[deception towards benevolence."[885

:Imam Ali (s) has said

" بِابللأاو یهَُّنلا  یلوُا  هِبَحصُ  یف  حِلاصَلاو  بِاوصَلا  رُثَکاَ  "
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Association with the men of thought and wisdom will bring about more goodness and"
[benevolence"[886

:He has also said

" ءَامَکَحُلاو ءَامَلعُلا  سِلاجَوَ  ءَلاقَعُلاوَ  ءَامَلَحُلا  بِحِاصَ  "

[Associate with the wise ones and be with the patient ones"[887"

Elsewhere, Imam Ali
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:s) has said)

" رِاَّجفُلاوَ رِارشْلأا  هََنرَاقَُم  بَِنتَجْیَو  رِارْبلأاو  ءِاملَعُلا  هِبَحصُ  نِم  رَِثکُی  ناَ  لِِقاعَلِل  یغِبَنیَ  "

It is advisable for the wise ones to have more association with the learned and good"
[ones, and avoid meeting the bad and the evil-doers"[888

:In avoiding association with the ignorant and unwise ones, Imam Ali (s) advises us

" لِِقاعَلا هِبَحَاصَُم  نِم  نُمَأتَ  امکَ  لِهِاجَلا  هَسََلاجَُم  رذَحِا  "

Avoid meeting the ignorant ones. You are safe and immune in associating with the"
[wise"[889

:Imam Ali (s) has said as well

" لِوهُجَلا هَبَحَاصُم  بِنتَجْاف  هَمَلاسَلا  تَْببَحا  اذِا  "

[If you love your mental health, then avoid associating with the unwise"[890"

:Imam Ali (s) has also stated

" حِوُّرلا بُاذَعَ  قِمَحلأا  هُبَحصُ  "

[Associating with a stupid person is torture"[891"

:Imam Ali (s) has also said

" لٍهِاجَ قٍیدِصَ  نِم  رٌیخَ  لٌِقاعَ  ٌّودعَ  "

[A wise enemy is better than an unwise friend"[892"

:Imam al-Hassan as-Askari (s) has said in this concern

" بٍعَتَ یِف  لِهِاجَلا  قُیدِصَ  "

[A fool’s friend is in torture"[893"

:This is what Imam Ali (s) means when he says
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" لِِقاعَلا هَلَصِ  لُدِْعتَ  لِهِاجَلا  هُعَیطِقَوَ  "

Disconnecting with an ignorant one equals associating with a wise one". It is now"
clear because disconnecting with an unwise person and connecting with a wise one

.makes a man safe from subsequent calamities

:An Iranian Poet says

,It is good to be a friend of the good

;The wise enemy is better than a foolish friend

,A wise enemy makes you flourish, but

.An unwise friend will destroy you

Do not disregard the deception of time . 23

.Experience shows us that not always the world is in our favor

,It is the time that sometimes brings about glory and sometimes misery

.The treacherous world has many tricks in store

Thus, when the time is in our
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favor, we should not get proud and be indifferent to gain virtues and to gather
spiritual assets and to help others. This is because our status might drastically change
within a short time and our security might get into danger. Thus, at the time of
prosperity we should act in such a way that if our conditions changed, we would not
be sorry for not having done what we could have done. We would like to be like that
son of the vizier from Barmakian who upon losing his ministerial position had to work
in a public bath as a body-cleaner. One day he was working on the body of
Mohammad Ibn Zeyd Dameshqi when the latter was reciting the following poem
when the son of the vizier was cleaning his body. Upon hearing the poem the vizier’s

:son fell and became unconscious: The poem says

" لِضْفَلا دَِلوَ  نِم  نَاکَ  وَل  امیَسِ  لاو  کٍمَرَب  لِآ  نِم  دِوُلومَلاِب  حُرَفَنوَ  "

We become delighted to meet a son of the Barmakian household, especially if he is
.one of Fazl’s children

Mohammad Ibn Zeyd objected to the bath-owner why he had employed an epileptic
worker. He replied that this worker had not done it before. When he came to his
senses he said he got unconscious because of the poem. They asked him the reason.
He replied: Do you know for whom this poem is written? Zeyd replied: about the son of
Fazl Ibn Yahya Barmaky. When he was born the poets wrote numerous poems. Fazl

did not like them, however. Fazl
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asked me to write a poem on the spot. I wrote this poem which got his appreciation.
He gave me then thousand dinars as a reward. The bath-worker asked Mohammad:
"Do you know where the young man for whom this poem was written is now?" He

". replied "no" The worker said "That son is me

Then Mohammad Ibn Zeyd made a suggestion: He said, "Since that reward changed
my life pattern and became prosperous and since I don’t have any children, I am
ready to give you all my wealth." The vizier’s son is reported to have said "I should live

[unknown, because if they know me they might assassinate me"[894

:The poet says

,Since the world does not turn in anybody’s favor

;Suppose the sun were yours and the moon mine

,A partridge told a nightingale that the spring is not for ever

,Why are you happy or sad, flowers be yours and the herbs be mine

There is not trace of either kyani’s or Sassanid’s crown

.What are you complaining of, Afsar, let the crown be yours and hat mine

:Parvin E’tesami, the Iranian poetess says

,Many a harvest of hopes in an instant

;May change into ash by the burning lightning

,Do not rely on the victorious star

.Don’t feel secure against the conspiracy of the time

:Another poet says

,My dear! Think about the ups and downs of days
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;When affluent, think about the days you lack everything

,A breeze may disturb your book of Time

.Think about the leaf of your time book being turned over

It is on the basis of this observation that Imam Ali (s) in
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:his letter writes

" هَناخَ نَامَّزلا  نَمَ  نمَ  "

The one who trusts in time, time will betray him." We Should be more careful as"
:Imam Ali (s) commands us to

نَوکُیَفَ لاًکُ  اوفُّلخَُت  لاو  مکَُل  نکُیَ  اًضعَب  اوُمِّدقَفَ  مکُُئابآ  مکُرَارَساَ الله  مُلَعیَ  نمَ  دَنعِ  مکُرَاتَـسا  اوکُِتهتَ  لاو  مکُِّرقَمَِل  مکُِّرمَمَ  نِم  اوذُخُ  "

" مکُیلَعَ

From here prepare provisions for your final resort; and do not tear the curtain of"
your secrets in front of one who knows your secrets. May God bless your fathers.
Send some of your wealth to the other world in advance to be saved in God’s

[presence. Do not leave all of it for heirs. It would not be to your interest."[895

One who magnifies Time, time will humiliate him . 24

Sometimes a man is put in favorable conditions and starts considering his new
position very significant and is carried away by such conditions. But he should be
aware that such magnifying of time is not worth while considering and it is in contrast
with human virtues. Magnifying time causes a man to perform actions which would
bring about God’s anger. It is for this reason that in the instructions of the prophets

.and God’s men the world and its manifestations are humiliated

:Imam Ali (s) says

" مٍوذُجْمَ دِیَ  یف  رٍیزِنخِ  قِارعُ  نِم  یِنیعَ  یف  نُوَهاَ  هِذِهَ  مکُایندَُل  اللهِاو  "

I swear by God that this world of yours, in my view, is less than the pig’s bone which"
[is in the hand of a leprous"[896

:Imam Ali (s) elsewhere considers this world as worthless as a sheep’s nose water

Imam Ali (s) considers this world of less value than a chewed leaf

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 505 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


"in the mouth of a grass-hopper

" اهمُضِقتَ هٍدَارجَ  مِفَ  یف  هٍقَرَوَ  نِم  نُوَهْلأ  يدِنعِ  مکُایندُ  َّنِاوَ  "

:It is for this reason that Imam (s) in his letter emphasizes

" هَناهاَ هُمَظَعاَ  نمَوَ  "

One who magnifies time, it will humiliate him." This is because one who magnifies the"
world is made fearful of it. Such a person would carry out his whims and desires
limitlessly and this leads to aggression and injustice and in performing sins. At the final

.analysis, such a person is destroyed

An archer does not always hit the target . 25

It is not the case that in our lifetime every attempt of ours will meet with good results.
There are some factors which might nullify our activities. Some simple-hearted
people might lose interest under such circumstances and get disappointed and at
times pessimistic. But they have forgotten that such is the nature of life in this world.
They should not get hopeless and should first of all continue with their trial and stick to

:the maxim

,Said the Prophet if you knock at a door

.Ultimately there is some one who will answer it

Secondly, perhaps at that moment it was not to his best interest to have his desires
:fulfilled. It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) in his book emphasizes

" بَاصاَ یمَرَ  نمَ  ُّلکُ  سَیَل  "

". An archer does not always hit the target"

The disturbances in governments may affect time . 26

As we have explained in the book "the factors leading to the progress of Islam and
the Moslem failure", both of the government and the nation have mutual effect on
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each other. But the influence of the government due to its being a source of power is
.more than the nation

A qualified government could within a short time make a nation which is in the worst
thought, cultural, economic, political, ethical and social conditions go towards
prosperity. An example is the attempts of the great Prophet (s) to improve the Arab
nation. Another example is the success of Imam Khomeini in changing his nation from
the status of being west-stricken to the status of a progressive nation to be set as a

model
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for all Moslem nations. On the contrary, a corrupt government could make a civilized
nation suffer a lot. Examples are the government which failed through the weakness
of the governors such as the Roman Empire, ancient Iran, and the failure of the

.Islamic governments in Spain, Turkey, Arab countries and the communism

Thus, the change of governments has a tremendous impact over the fate of nation
.and the principle of imamate and leadership in Islam indicates this impact

And up to the time when a successor was not appointed for the Prophet (s), religion
was "complete" and assets were inexhaustible. This is a good example for the deep

.influence of the government over a nation

:It is for this reason that Imam Ali (s) in his letter has emphasized

" نُامَّزلا رََّیغَتَ  نُاطَلسُلا  رَّیغَتَ  اذِا  "

". When the governor changes, time changes"

We read in history that whenever corrupt and pleasure-seeking governors are in
power they lead the society in the same direction. On the contrary, when an honest
and honorable government is in power people are inclined to acquire knowledge and
are willing to help the citizens. Naturally, these changes have effects on abundance or
shortage of assets, on the prosperity and welfare, on the security of people, on the
increase or decrease of crimes, on the spread of diseases, on the abundance of rain

.or draught, and on the longevity of people

Attention of fellow-voyagers and neighbors . 27

As we have already seen, fellow-voyagers and neighbors are two factors which can
.affect our happiness or worries

:Concerning friends, Imam Ali (s) says

ٍّرشَ نِم  یجَناوَ  رٍیخَِل  یعَداَ  ئٌیشَ  سَیَل  "
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" رِایخلأا هِبَحصُ  نِم 

Nothing can lead us to good and draw us away from bad better than good friends.""
[[897

:Elsewhere Imam Ali (s) has stated

" رِاّنلا نَِم  هٌعَطِق  ءِوسُلا  بُحِاصَ  "

[A bad friend is part of fire"[898"

Since a voyage embodies lots of discomforts, a good friend can help us and make the
voyage pleasant. On the other hand, traveling with a bad-tempered, macro maniac
would destroy the pleasures of a trip. For this reason, Imam Ali (s) in his letter has

:said

" قِیرطَلا لَبقَ  قِیِفرَلا  نِعَ  لسَ  "

"Before starting a journey, ask others about your fellow-traveler"

Imam Ali (s) considers the respecting of the neighbors on the same level as paying
:respect to one's mother. At the end of his life, Imam Ali (s), in his will wrote

" مهَُثرّوُیسَ هّناَ  اننظَ  یّتحَ  مهِِب  یصِوُی  لَازَ  امَ  مکُّیِبَن  هُیصِوَ  هَّناِفَ  مکُِناریجِ  یف  هللا  هللا  "

For God's sake, treat your neighbors kindly, since they are the subject of love and"
concern for your Prophet. He always recommended that we should respect them. This
concern was so great that we thought he would allocate some portions of one's

[heritage for them."[899

:On the other hand, the Prophet (s) of has declared

" هقَئاوَب هُرُاجَ  نمَأیَ  مَل  نمَِل  نَامیِا  "لا 

Any one whose neighbor is not immune against his troubles, is not a true believer""
[[900

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 509 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


One's neighbor should be considered as one's own family. He should help them in
[depressions, keep their secrets and pay them full respect.[901

Somebody came up to the Prophet (s) and said: I want to purchase a house. Where

,should the location be: in Jahnieh or Maznieh or Thaqif
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:or Qoreish? The Prophet (s) answered

" رفَسَلا َّمُث  قُیِفرَلا  رادَلا ، َّمُث  رُاجَلا  "

[First the neighbor, then the house; First the fellow-traveler, then the travel"[902"

:On the basis of this issue, Imam Ali (s) in his letter writes

" رادَلا لَبقَ  رِاجَلا  نِعَوَ  "

"Make research about the neighbors before buying the house"

Once Imam Sadiq (s) heard that one of his neighbors, due to his poverty, wished to
sell his house. The man had asked for two kinds of prices. One price was higher
because of the house being next to Imam Sadiq's residence. Imam Sadiq (s) asked the
man to come to him and paid him the price, telling him: Since you are satisfied with our

[neighborhood we do not wish to miss you"[903

:For this reason it is said

" قیرِحَ واَ  قٌیحِرَ  امِّا  قُیِفرَلا  "

"A friend is either some musk or fire"

" شهِاَن یعَفاوَ  شٌرِاهَ  بٌلکَ  ءِوسُلا  رُاجَ  "

[A bad neighbor is a vicious dog and a poisonous snake"[904"

Avoid telling jokes . 28

Islam is not a religion of aggression or severity and a believer should have a good
countenance. If a joke does not imply telling lies or disrespect to others, it is harmless
because the great Prophet (s) and other Islamic leaders made use of jokes and

[laughter."[905

But since telling jokes and involving in laughter include telling lies, ridicule and insulting
others, and since they lower one's dignity, Islam generally does not approve it and
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.recommends that the true believers avoid performing it

:Imam Sadiq (s) has said

" لِاجَرِلا هَِباهَمَو  هِجْوَلا  ءِامِب  بُهَذیَ  هَُّناِفَ  حازَمِلاو  مکُاّیِا  "

[Avoid telling jokes since it destroys one's dignity"[906"

:He has also said

" کَیلَعَ ؤُرّجَتَُیفَ  حزِامُت  "لا 

Do not"
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[tell jokes in order not to make people dare to scorn you."[907

:Imam Ali (s) has stated

" هِنَیغِضَلا حُاقل  هَّناِفَ  حَازَمِلا  عِدَ  "

[Avoid telling jokes since it is a factor for enmity."[908"

:He reproaches laughter, saying

" هُتبَیهَ تبَهَذَ  هُکُحِضَ  رَُثکَ  نمَ  "

[One who laughs too much loses his dignity"[909"

:He has also added

" هُُبلقَ تَامَ  هُکُحِضَ  رَُثکَ  نمَ  "

[One who laughs excessively, his heart dies"[910"

:He has said as well

" هرَاقَوَ دُسِفُت  لِجُرَلا  کِحِضَ  هُرَثکَ  "

[One's excessive laughter destroys his dignity."[911"

:On the basis of this issue, Imam Ali (s) in his letter emphasizes

" كَرِیغَ نعَ  کَِلذَ  تَیکَحَ  نِاوَ  اًکحِضُْم  نَاک  امَ  مِلاکَلا  نَِم  رَکُذتَ  ناَ  كَاّیا  "

Avoid telling meaningless sentences and jokes, even if you report them from the"
[others."[912

19

بِاجَحِلا هَّدشـِ  َّناِفَ  َّنهُاّیِا  کَِباجَحِِب  َّنهِرِاصَباَ  نِم  َّنهِیلَعَ  فْفُکْاو  نٍهْوَ  یلِا  َّنهُُمزْعَو  نِْفاَ  یلِا  َّنهُیَأرَ  َّناِفَ  ءِاسِنلا  هَرَوَاـشُموَ  كَایـَِاوَ  "

نِم هَأَرمَلا  ِلمُْت  کَِّ لاوَ  لعَْفافَ ، كَرَیغَ  نَْفرِعیَ  لااَ  تَْعطَتَسْا  نِاوَ  َّنهُْیلَعَ  هٍِِب  قَُثوُی  نمَ لا  کَِلاخَدِا  نِم  َّدشَاَِب  َّنهُجُورُخُ  سَیَلو  َّنهِیلَعَ  یقَْباَ 
كَاّیِاو اهَرِیغَِل ، عَفَـشتَ  ناَ  یف  اهْعمِطُت  لاوَ  اهَسـَفَن ، اهِتمَارکَِب  دُْـعّت  لاوَ  هٍَنامـَرَهْقَِب ، تْسَیَلو  هٌَناـحْیرَ  هَأَرمَلا  َّناِفـَ  اهَسـَفَن ، زَوَاجـَ  امـَ  اهـَرِماَ 

"ِ بیَّرلا یلِا  هَئَیربَلاوَ  مِقُّسلا  یلِا  هَحَیحَِّصلا  وعُدْیَ  کَِلذَ  َّناِفَ  هٍرَیغَ ، عِضِومَ  رِیغَ  یف  رَُیاغَّتلاو 
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Avoid consulting with unwise women since their opinions are defective and their“
decisions are unstable. By using hijab on their parts, stop the look of the strangers to
fall over them. This is because hijab will keep them safer. Their leaving home is as bad
as putting undependable men on their path. If you can, do not let her know anybody

.but you

Do not make them responsible for what is beyond their power. This is
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.because a woman is as delicate as a flower; she is not a strong hero however

Do not respect her excessively. And do not be severe to the extent that she might ask
others to interfere with your discipline. Do not show too much severity to her because

”. this act changes the chaste women into an undesirable one

Description 19

description 19

Imam Ali (s), in this letter, refers to one of the most disturbing issues. If you look at
this issue only superficially, then you would see that the enemies of Islam use it as a
club over the head of Moslems and would consider it as a weak point of Islam. On the
other hand, if this issue is interpreted in the light of other Qur’anic verses and Islamic
traditions, it would be a point of strength and honor for Islam. So let us first hear the

.explanations on this issue and then judge who is right

The First Explanation

Some superficial individuals still savagely assume that women are defective and are
only good for reproduction and breast-feeding children and for serving men and are

!not allowed to take part in political and social tasks

To reason for their views, these individuals resort to some weak traditions or to some
traditions which are presented under certain conditions or to some ambiguous
traditions. One of these traditions is this part of Imam Ali's letter and the sermon 80 of

.Nahjol Balagha which he offered at the end of al-Jamal war to reproach women

یف مِایصِلاوَ  هِلاَّصلا  نِعَ  َّنهُدُوعُقُفَ  َّنهِِنامیِا  نُاصَقُن  اَّمافَ  لِوقُعُلا ، صُِقاوَن  ظِوظُحُلا ، صُِقاوَن  نِامیلاِا ، صُِقاوَن  ءَاسَِنلا  َّنِا  سِاّنلا ، رَشِاعمَ  "

نِم فِاصَنلأا  یلعَ  َّنهُُثیرِاومَفَ  َّنهِظِوظُحُ  نُاصَقُن  اَّماَو  دِحـِاولا  لِجـَُّرلا  هِدَاهَشـَکَ  نِیتَأرمِا  هُدَاهشـَفَ  َّنهِِلوقُعُ  نُاصـَقُن  اَّماوَ  َّنهِضـِیحَ  مِاَّیاَ 
" رِکَنمُلا یف  نَعمَطیَ  یّتحَ لا  فِورُعمَلا  یف  َّنهُوعُیطُِت  لاو  رٍذَحَ  یلعَ  َّنهِرِایَخِ  نِم  اوُنوکُوَ  ءِاسَِنلا  رَارشِ  اوقَُّتاف  لِاجَرِلا  ثِیرِاومَ 

O people! Women are defective concerning faith and their intelligence quotient. The“
reason for their
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low faith is because they do not take part in prayers and fasting during their
menstruation time. And the testimony for the women's low intelligence quotient is
that the witness of two women equals the witness of one man. And their heritage is
half of that of men's. Thus keep away from bad women and avoid too much
association with the good ones of them. Do not obey them in good works so that they

." would not entice you in bad works

These individuals also base their reasonings on the axioms which Imam Ali (s) has
:used in Hekma Nahjol Balagha No 238

" اهَنِم َّدُبلا  اهَّناَ  اهَیِف  امَ  ُّرشَوَ  اهُّلکُ  ٌّرشَ  هُأرمَلا  "

". A woman is full of evil; worse than that is the fact that her existence is fundamental"

These individuals, to verify their positions, resort to historical samples. They say as
:well

,Adam got humiliated in the paradise because of a woman

,Phoenix got refuge in the Qaf Mount because of a woman

,Joseph got into the prison in the well because of a woman

[The killing of Aal Imran was because of a woman.[913

The second Explanation

Certain scholars contend that due to a series of events which occur at a specific
juncture of time, place, individuals, conditions, and their causes become the subject of
either admiration or reproach. These admiration or reproach are not innate to those

.events, rather they depend on the sweet or bitter events in which they occur

The sentences which, either in this letter or sermons 13,14 of Nahjol Balagha
concerning the reproach of women or concerning Basrah and its
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.people issued by Imam Ali (s) are based on this basis

:When Aa’isha (the Prophet’s wife), in contrast to God's commandment

[914 "] َّنکُِتوُیُب یِف  نَرْقَوَ  "

And stay in your Houses", and disregarding the Prophet's prohibition for the"
vengeance for bloodshed of Othman, with the cooperation of Talha, Zobayr and
others, went to Basrah and created the war of al-Jamal and caused the death of
many thousands of Moslems and Saffeen and Nahrawan were its natural offshoots,

.Imam Ali (s) blamed women, Basrah and its people

either women are defective or mean, nor is Basrah a filthy environment, nor are itsآ
.population away from God's benevolence

It was that bitter event of al-Jamal war which caused all these reproach. By passing
that juncture, all these blames were forgotten since there were great women, like
Khadijeh, az-Zahra’, Zeinab and Sekineh bint al-Hossein and more than three
thousand pious and God believing women whose names appear in the book "A'lam Al-
Nesaa’". At our own time, too, history will never forget the Martyress Bintol Hoda as-

[Sadr.[915

Thus, Imam Ali (s) does not wish to condemn consulting with women; neither does he
want women to stay at home. He does not consider all women lacking in faith and
wisdom. Rather, because of al-Jamal war, Imam Ali (s) blames any woman who goes
beyond her limits and becomes a puppet in the hands of the others for their dirty
objectives. As it is proven somewhere, except for certain managerial key-positions,
other jobs are good for women. Consulting with learned women is not forbidden by

(. Imam Ali (s

هَرَوَاشَُموَ كَاَّیِا  "
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" لٍْقعَ لِامَکَِب  تَبِّرجُ  نمَ  لاِّا  ءِاسِّنلا 

[Avoid consulting with women, except with a woman whose wisdom is proved"[916"

The Third Explanation

Men and women are different in their bodily make-up both physically and mentally.
.They are created for two different sets of tasks and responsibilities

Dignity, firmness, strength, pride and wisdom have prepared men for struggle against
nature and for providing the family with their needs and their guidance. On the
contrary, women's delicacy, and emotions have prepared them for being spouses for

.pregnancy, breast feeding, nurturing children and managing the house, and the like

On the basis of this philosophy, Islam considers men and women of the same kind and
genre and of equal rights, but would not consider both of them to have identical rights.

[[917

It is because of these characteristics that some tasks are on the men's shoulders and
jobs such as judgment, society leadership and military commanding are not
suggested for women. There are some tasks, however, which are women's
responsibilities such as the guardianship of male children up to two years and that of
female children up to seven years, the permission to use gold and silk as ornaments,
becoming religiously responsible (mokallaf) (= one who has reached the age of
maturity) in the ninth year of age; whereas men reach this stage at sixteen years of

[age.[918

Based on such issues women are not supposed to partake in holy wars, their
expenditures are the responsibility of men; their share of inheritance is half of that of

.men's, the witness of two of them equals to one man's
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Among the moral recommendations done by Imam Ali (s) both in this letter and
elsewhere are for women to stay home, to carry out Islamic dressing code (hijab), not

.to accept women's interference and not to obey them

Mortaza Motahhari, the great Islamic scholar, talking about women's observance of
hijab and their not mingling with men, writes: Imam Ali (s) suggests to his son, Imam

:Hasan al-Mojtaba (s) in the following manner

نمَ لا َّنهِیلَعَ  کَِلاخَدِا  نِم  َّدشـَاَِب  َّنهُجُورُخُ  سَیَلوَ  َّنهِیلَعَ  یقَْباَ  بِاجَحِلا  هََّدشـِ  َّناِفَ  َّنهُاَّیِا  کَِباجَحِِب  َّنهِرِاصـَباَ  نِم  َّنهِیلَعَ  ففُکاَو  "

" لعَفافَ كَرَیغَ  نَْفرِعیَ  ناَ لا  تَعطَتَسا  نِاوَ  َّنهِیلَعَ  هِِب  قَُثوُی 

As far as possible, behave in such a way that not to let your woman have any"
.connection with stranger men. Nothing better than home protects a woman

In the same way that women's leaving home and having connections with men is"
dangerous, asking men to come to your house, too, is hazardous. If you can, do

." something that your wife knows you and only you

.This is just a moral and ethical recommendation, however

The Islamic scholars look at it just as an ethical suggestion. If it were for the scholars
we would interpret this suggestion as the confinement of women to their homes.
However, the reason why the jurisprudents have not issued any fatwa or Islamic
verdict on this topic is because of other precise reasoning found in the Qur’anic
verses, traditions and the behaviors of the Infallible. These sentences, thus, have

.etical values, and not jurisprudential significance

What the jurisprudents understand from such sentences is that these sentences
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take care of spiritual and mental truth behind the relation of man and women.
Doubtlessly these sentences disclose a truth that the relation of a woman and a
stranger is a dangerous one. What Islam recommends is that so far as possible, the
assembly of men and women should not be mixed. Our society today witnesses the
hazards of this mixing of men and women. Why should women carry out their
activities shoulder by shoulder with men? The effect of this association is that one
ignores the work and concentrates on the partner and sometimes the result of this

[shoulder by shoulder job is arm-in-arm relation.[919

The last Explanation and the conclusion

As the Holy Qur’an teaches us: "O people! Be Careful of your duty to your Lord, who
created you from a single being and created its mate of the same kind"; [Qur’an 4:1]
"O you men! Surely We have created you of a male and a female, and made you tribes
and families that you may know each other; surely the most honorable of you with
Allah is the one among you most careful of his duty, [Qur’an 49:13]; Whoever does
good whether male or female and he is a believer, We will most certainly make him
live a happy life and we will most certainly give them their reward for the best of what

[. they did [Qur’an 16:97

Thus, neither is the nature of a woman nasty nor is a man's nature honorable. Both
share divine assets; and both have the capacity to be good. It is up to
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them to try their best, either entering the lowest of low or more astray than the
[beasts![920

Noah's and Lut's wives betrayed them, Zoleikha sent Yusuf to the bottom of a well
and Ghottam helped Ibne Moljam to assassinate Imam Ali (s). Compared to these
crimes, the crimes of Nimrud, Pharaoh, Abi Lahab, Abu Jahl, Chengiz, Nero, Attilq,
Hajjaj, Saddam and the like were the most viscious ones in the world, more than that

.of women

Thus, the first interpretation stems from the era of ignorance and is in contrast with
[the explicit teachings of the Qur’an and Hadith.[921

The undoubtable fact, however, is this: As it was already said, men and women enjoy
their specific body build-up, both physically and mentally. This variation of creation
separates them in carrying out their duties: strength, determination, judgement,
leadership, descisiveness are of men; while, family guardianship, lactation, house
management and child education are that of women. In this division of tasks priority is
given to neither side. This is in harmony with the axiom that we expect lions to attack

.and the deer to run

The rationale behind some of the interpretations done over Imam Ali's and other
infallible imams' words is that women are deprived of some material rights compared
with men; some of them are agents for temptation. The philosophy behind these
interpretations is this: due to her delicate nature, a woman is more deceived than a
man; she can express her beliefs less then men. Because of her charm, heart-stealing

nature, she may cause the corruption of her
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physical and mental differences with men, she has not been able to have similar rights
with men: one has become the house keeper, the other one has become the family
superviser; one receives the marriage-portion, the other one becomes the payer of
the marriage-portion; one has become the initiator of divorce, the other one lacks

.such a power

These factors which led to the disasterous events in the Jamal war forced Imam Ali (s)
to emphasize these weak points already referred to and warned both men and
women that if these factors and philosophies are not used properly, the repetition of
Jamal's events is inevitable. Therefore, care should be taken to properly use these
differences between the men's and women's physical and emotional states. Women

should not be used against their creation philosophy. People should be alert not to be
slaces in the hands of the coquettishness of certain women. She is created as a good-

.smelling herb, not as a hero for political, military or social struggles

This explanation can be a synopsis of all the views offered above. If there were not
such physical and emotional differences between men and women, then Imam Ali (s)
would never, only because of the misbehavior of certain women, initiate emphasizing
on their differences with men concerning matters such as women's less share in
wisdom or faith or their lack of capacity in becoming heroes or that their biting is as
sweet as spider's biting[922] or that women are the greatest conspirators, or that they

should not be consulted because
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of their lack of capacity, and their weakness in their decision-making, or that they
should be home-stayers. Rather, it is clear that[923] Imam Ali (s) is not among those
individuals who revenge just because of the disloyalty of one woman (namely,

(. Aa’isha

What he does is to warn women not to be puppets in the hands of others. And what he
:intends is to warn women not to exceed their limits

عَفَشـْتَ ناَ  یف  اهعَمِطُْت  لاوَ  اهَسـَْفَن  اهَِتمَارکَِب  دُْعتَ  لاوَ  هَنامَرَهْقَِب  تسَیَلوَ  هٌَناحَیرَ  هَأرمَلا  َّناِفَ  اهَسـَفَن  زَوَاجَ  امَ  اهَرِماَ  نِم  هَأرمَلا  کِِّلمَُت  لاوَ  "

" اهَرِیغَِل

Do not entrust a woman with a task which is beyond her power; this is because a"
woman is as delicate as a flower, she is not a hero. In respecting her do not go too far.
Do not treat her in such a way to embold her to interfere with your discipline over her.
In that case, firstly, you have ruined her magnanimity and her hereafter; secondly,

[everybody is to suffer and corruption and darkness would be widespread.”[924

Avoid Being Suspicious Towards Women

One of the factors leading to family feuds is the improper jealousy of men towards
their wives. Due to their extreme love towards their wives, some men sometimes will
not let their wives leave their homes; they want to imprison their wives; not to have
relations even with the relatives. These men are too much critical in their wives'
ornamentation, clothing, and behaviors. This kind of suspicion makes women to rebel.
They would erroneously assume that since they are suspects of corruption, in spite of

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 523 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


the fact that they are innocent, it is better for them to go astray: this will lead to the
disintegration of the family. That is why Imam Ali (s) says: “Do not show jealousy and
suspicion in the wrong situations. This will lead the honest women in the direction of

." dishonesty

20

هِِب يذِّلا  کَحَانجَ  مهَُّناِفَ  کَتَرَیشـِعَ  مرِکْاَو  کَِتمَدْخـِ  یف  اوُلکَاوتَیَ  لاّاَ  يرحْاَ  هَُّناِفَ  هِِب ، هُذُخـُأتَ  لاًمَعَ  کَِمدَخـَ  نِْم  نٍاسَنِا  ِّلکُِل  لْعَجْاوَ  "

هِلَجِلآاوَ هِلَجِاعَلا  یف  کََل  ءِاضَقَلا  رَْیخَ  هُلأسْاَوَ  كَایـَْندُو  کَنـَیدِ  اللهَا  عدِوتَسـِْا  لُوصُتَ  اـهِب  یتَّلا  كَدَیـَوَ  رُیصـِتَ  هِیَلِا  يذَّلا  کَلَـصاَوَ  رُیطِتَ 
" مُلاَّسلاوَ هِرَخِلآاوَ  اینُّدلاوَ 

Appoint for each of your servants a specific task so that he will be responsible to"
carry it out. This makes them to recognize their responsibilities and not to shun their
tasks. Respect your relatives because they are your wings through which you can fly;
they are your roots to which you can return; they are your hands and power through
which you may fight your enemies. I hope God may protect your faith and your life
here in this world. I ask Him to offer you the best fate both now and in future, both in

.this world and in the hereafter. May God bless you

Description

In this portion of Imam Ali's honorable letter, which is the end portion of his letter,
:Imam Ali (s) pinpoints three issues which are dealt with here

:Division of Responsibilities.1

Basically in any organized society, management forces us to appoint each person for
a specific task. In such managements, the manager only supervises the activities of

the workers
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to see if the tasks are carried out properly. Or else there would not be any stimulation
.for innovations and chaos will reign over such societies

It is for this reason that in the sacred faith of Islam for each motion there is a task
appointed to the believers and the imam is responsible to see that these tasks are

.carried out

Based on this belief, Islam contends that if there were only two persons on the earth,
one of them should be either a prophet or an imam so that he could establish the
tasks for the other one and see that they were acted out. For this reason, the Great

:Prophet of Islam says

[925 "] مهُدَحَاَ اورِّمؤُیلفَ  رٍفَسَ  یف  هٌَثلاَث  نَاکَ  اذِا  "

." If there were three persons traveling together, one should be the boss"

In the Islamic management system, it is the task of the Islamic managers to appoint
the tasks and responsibilities and to supervise them. We can see a part of this system
in Imam Ali's letter to Malik Ashtar in the letter 53 of Nahjol Balagha. However, for

[more details we should refer to the books concerned.[926

On the basis of this philosophy, in this letter, Imam Ali (s) orders his son: "Appoint for
each of your servants a specific task so that he will be responsible to carry it out

." properly. This forces them not to shun their responsibilities

:Respect Your Relatives . 2

Although in Islam there is no place for unfounded tribal and family prejudices and the
piety is the foundation of values and "being loved by
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Allah"[927] is the criterion for closeness to God, respecting relatives is among ethical
principles. Islam believes that the relatives, if not in contrast with the truth and
rightousness, and even if being ill-mannered, should be respected. Here one tradition

:is presented as a proof

مِحِرَلا لا ُّقحَ  معَن ، لاق : ٌّقحَ ؟ َّیلعَ  مهَُلأَ  يرماَ  رِیغَ  یلعَ  هَُبارَقَلا  یَِل  نُوکُیَ  ملاـسلا : هیلع  هللادبع  یبلا  تُلُق  لَاقَ : دیمِحَ  نب  مِهَجَلا  نعَ  "

" مِلاسلإا ُّقحَو  مِحِرَلا  ُّقحَ  نِاقّحَ : مهَُل  نَاکَ  كَرِمأَ  یلعَ  اوُناکَ  اذِاو  ئٌیشَ  هُعُطَْقیَ 

Jahm Ibn Hamid says: I told Imam Sadiq (s): I have a family who do not believe in"
what I believe. Do they have a right upon me? Imam Sadiq (s) replied: yes, nothing can
demolish the family's rights. If they believe in your faith, then they have two rights

[upon you; the family right and the Islamic right"[928

After reporting this tradition, al-Majlesi explains: “This implies that infidelity does not
abolish the kinship right and this meaning is not in contrast with the verse 22 of sura of

[: Mujadilah [The pleading one

" مْهُتَرَیشِعَ وْأَ  مْهَُناوَخْإِ  وْأَ  مْهُءَانَْبأَ  وْأَ  مْهُءَاَبآ  اوُناکَ  وَْلوَ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هََّللا  َّداحَ  نْمَ  نَوُّداوَُی  رِخِآْلا  مِوْیَْلاوَ  هَِّللاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  امًوْقَ  دُجِتَ  اَل  "

You shall not find a people who believe in Allah and the latter day befriending those"
who act in opposition to Allah and His apostle, even though they were their own
fathers, or their sons, or their brothers or their kinsfolk," because as Majlesi confirms
the love referred to in this verse he either refers to hearty love, which is not related to

,superficial associations
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anyway, or to showing animosity towards faith, in which case having association with
[them will cause the wrong to defeat the right.[929

Based on this ethical principle, Imam Ali (s) orders his son: "Respect your relatives."
:Then he tells us the philosophy of this work

.Relatives are your wings through which you can fly ( 1)

.They are your roots to which you may return ( 2)

.They are your hands and power through which you may attack your enemies ( 3)

:I ask God to protect you and I wish you a happy life . 3

It is a good custom for the writer to wish good luck for his readers at the end of his
book. Imam Ali (s), too, based on this principle, asks God to protect his son, both here

:and in the Hereafter and wishes him the best of luck

" كَایَندُوَ کَنَیدِ  عُدِوتَسْاَ  "

”. I entrust your faith and life with Allah“

Unfortunately, in some versions of Nahjol Balagha, this phrase is reordered as
imperative. However, these words are used and read in the statement and in the

.supplication forms

On the basis of this wrong punctuation (vowel changing), some of Nahjol Balagha
interpreters are under this wrong punctuation and have erroneously interpreted
these words as imperatives, rather than as supplication and statement. They have
written, for instance: "Deposit your faith and world to God and ask Him for better

." future

Lahijan, 25th of Farvardin 1371, Tenth of Shawwal 1412, Zainol Abedin Qorbani

Some of The works of the writer

.Towards the Eternal Life . 1
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.Islam and the Human Rights . 2

.The Reasons for the Rise of Islam and The Fall of the Moslems . 3

.4
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.The History of the Islamic Culture and Civilization

.A Discussion of Determinism and Free Will . 5

.The Philosophy of Man's Creation . 6

.The Science of Hadith and its role of the ecognition and purification of Traditions . 7

.The Worst Disease of the twentieth century . 8

.The Translation of Al-Qadir . 9

.The Translation of Al-Qadir Volume 10 . 10

endnote

1-90

On the letters and treatises of the Great Imams, peace be upon Them, see the [. 1]
book called “Maaden Al-Hekmah fi makatib Al-A’emme, peace be upon them, written
by Mohammad Ibn-Almohsen Al-Kashani, the son of Feiz Kashani, published by Vaziei

.publication, in two Volumes

In our future disscusions we will see that the basics for ethics are different in the [. 2]
views of the western scholars. What we say here are the beliefs of the Islamic

.scholars

.Raqeb's Mofradat, under the term kholq P 158 [ 3]

.Qerar and Dorar Vol 7 P 95, Vol 3 P 382 [. 4]

.Teharat Al-Eraq is juxtaposed to Molla Sadra's "Mabda'wa Mead". P 385 [ . 5]

But as we will later see some consider one's deeds and daings as ethics taking no [ . 6]
account of the constant kholq. They think these constant traits are not among good

.deeds since they are done by habit

It is true that those temperaments which have taken habitual form usually act [. 7]
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without thinking, But it is not the case that they are beyond human option, A man can
stop performing such deeds when he decides to. Thus Amir (al-Mo'mineen) (s) has
emphasized on the one hand the abandonment of bad habits saying, "Control yourself

by abandoning habits; struggle with your
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.wishes", and has considered this abandonment as a sort of prayer, on the other hand

The eleventh Imam, Asgari (al-Askari)(s) has said, "It is a miracle that an ignorant [ . 8]
(. man could abandon his habits." ( Tohaf Al-Oghul, p 489

Concerning refer to "Determinism and free will", written by the present author and [. 9]
.Haj Molla Hadi Sabzvari's Mansume, P 174

Napoleon entered the conference at Paris earlier than the others to be saluted by [. 10]
them. The king of Russia did not salute him. This action led to the destruction of
Russia. The French army died of cold there, too. Later Napoleon was banished to the
Island of Saint Hellene. He had to stay there for six years, dying there because of

(. stomach ulcer and for his longing for his family (Qeble Islam

.Qur’an 91:9 [ . 11]

.Qur’an 68:4 [ . 12]

.The ways of life, PP 6-7 [ . 13]

.Behar. Vol. 71, P 383 [ . 14]

.Tohaf Al-Oqul P224 [ . 15]

.Maani Al-Akhbar P 253 [ . 16]

.Behar, Vol 64 P368 [ . 17]

.Sahifeh Sajjadieh, The prayer of Makarem Al-Akhlagh the 20th prayer, P 133 [ . 18]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 56 [. 19]

.Mohjat Al-Beyza Vol 4 P 121 [. 20]

Dastur Al- Akhlaq Fi Al-Qur’an, P 566 taken from the erudite book called [. 21]
“Philosophical discourse- ethics from the viewpoints of co-existence and human

.values” this issue is important and we have made best of it
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.Behar Vol 78 P 69 [ . 22]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 56 [ . 23]

.Qur’an 16: 68 [. 24]

.Qur’an 20:49-50 [. 25]

.Qur’an, 3: 164 [ . 26]

.Qur’an 8:24 [ . 27]

In this regard, refer [ . 28]
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to the following sources: The religious sense or the fourth dimension of the human
soul; Farhangname, Vol. 8, P. 738; Ayatollah Motaheri's "Book on Education and

." Innateness

.Qur’an, 30:30 [ . 29]

.Qur'an 16:78 [ . 30]

.The principles and methods of Education in Islam, P 30 [ . 31]

.Qur'an 11:56 [ . 32]

.Qur'an 76:3 [. 33]

.Tohafol Oqul P 386 [. 34]

Regarding the rational or religious nature of some acts, refer to the book called [. 35]
"the basis of faith" by Molla Abdol Razaq Lahiji, PP 59-62 and the book called Rational

.Goodness and Badness, lectures given by Jaafar Sobhani

.Regarding this refer to Islam and human Rights PP13-35 [ . 36]

Qur’an 16:78, And Allah has brought you forth from the wombs of your mothers – [ . 37]
you did not know anything – and He gave you hearing and sight and hearts that you

.may give thanks

.Qur'an 2:151 [. 38]

.Qur'an 62:2 [. 39]

.Qur'an 2:128 [. 40]

.Tafsir Nemuneh, Vol 1, P 334 [. 41]

.The Bases of philosophy ( Mabani-e falsafe) p 374 [ 42]

.The philosophy of ethics, pp 62-68
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.The rational goodness and badness p 125

.Seyr-e Hekma in Europe. Vol 3 P131 [ 43]

Philosophy of Ethics, PP 40-46. Lessons of the Philosophy of Ethics PP 70-73; The [. 44]
.Bases of philosophy PP 380-382

.The Bases of philosophy, P 385 [. 45]

Refer to Neraqi's Jameos'adat, Vol 1, P 66; Akhlaq Naseri chapters 3-8; Seir Hekma [. 46]
.dar Europa, Vol 1

.Qur'an 17:85 [. 47]

.Lectures in Ethical philosophy P 116 [ . 48]

.Qur'an 91:8 [ . 49]

.Qur'an 75:2 [ . 50]

.Tohanfol Oqul, P278 [. 51]

.Nahjol Balagha, latter 31 [. 52]

.Refer to the book called Islam and Human Rights written by me, P20 [. 53]

Ostad Mtahhari, The [. 54]
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.philosophy of ethics, P82. Lectures of the philosophy of ethics, P92

.The philosophy of Ethics PP 45-52. Education in Islam PP 3-72 [. 55]

Qur’an 16:90 [. 56]

.Qur’an 21:73 [. 57]

.Tafsir Almizan, Vol 4, P 305; the philosophy of Ethics P 55 [. 58]

.Education in Islam P 74 [. 59]

.The Bases of philosophy P 377, Lectures of the philosophy of Ethics PP 68-70 [. 60]

.Education in Islam P 76 [. 61]

Freud assigns three characteristics to man: "He" which is related to organic [. 62]
pleasures; "I" which controls "He" and the superego "I", which is a person's ethical

.chastity

.Freud's psychology P 46 [. 63]

.Freud's psychology P 46 [. 64]

.Freud's ideas [. 65]

In this regard refer to the philosophy of Ethics; lectureson the philosophy of [. 66]
Ethics; the pseudo – philosophers; the marxsist dialectic methods; lessons on
marxism; the government of justice after communism; communism and Democracy;
An Evaluation of marxism; Going Astray; An Analysis on marx; society and History
from the viewpoint of Qur’an; A critic on Marxism; Histioy and society; the Gorbachef

.USSR

Return to P 16 [. 67]

.Education in Islam PP 96-97 [. 68]

Regarding this refer to ostad Motahari's Existentialism and the philosophy of [. 69]
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.Ethics, PP 99-100

.Jomhuri Islami, Newspaper 8/7/1360 [. 70]

See the biggest disease of the twentieth century; social calamities of our time; [. 71]
.the time of Automation; the phase of the western civilization

.Annahaya Vol 3, P 475 [. 72]

.Safinat Al-Behar Vol 2, the item fetr [. 73]

.Qur’an 30:30 [. 74]

Refer to the following: Mohjatol beiza, Ehya Al olum, jamaol sa'adat, Behar, [. 75]
Wasael, Wafi, The Educational principles in Islam, the principles and philosophy of

education, Islamic Education, Ethics from the
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.view of human values and co-existence, A second glimpse at the Islamic Education

Among them is Seyyid Ibn tavus' Kashf Almohajjat le themara Almohajja. He [. 76]
wrote it to his son. Also Allama Helli wrote a will to his son fakhrol Mohagnghin this will
pooear at the and of Volume 4 of Izahol-fawaed. Also there are othe samples at the
tenth chapter of Seyyid Ibn Tavus's book. At our time, one such example is Imam

.khomeyni's political and religious will written to his beloved son

Seffein is located to the west of Euphrates. In safar 37 AH there was a fiqht [. 77]
between Imam Ali's army and the army of Moavieh at this place. Seventy thousand
men were killed from both sides. Among them were Ammar yaser and oveis

.(Mo'jamol boldan Vol 4, P 414

.Kashfol Mohajaje le themarat Al Mohajja P 157. Ta'sis Al shieh P 404 [. 78]

.Loc Cit [. 79]

And some think he has written it for his son Hanifeh, but most scholars do not [. 80]
.accept this

On the documents of this trentise refer to Masader Nahjol Balagha by Seyyid [. 81]
Abdozahra, Vol 3, PP307-312; Research me thuds in the documents of Nahjol Balagha

.by mohammad Dashti, Vol 4, PP218-320

Refer to Alqader, Vol 4; Alzory'a Vol 14, masader Nahjol Balagha Vol 1, Recojnition [. 82]
;of Najol Balagha Vol 2

The Description of Nahjol Balagha by Ibn Meytham Vol 5, P 3. The Description of [. 83]
.Nahjol Balagha, Vol 4, P 27

.Behar, Vol 61, P 78 [. 84]

.Qur’an 55:26-27 [. 85]

,There are different ideas on the interpretation of this verse [. 86]
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.however, For further information refer to Almzan, Vol 16, pp 92-97

.Qur’an 31:20 [. 87]

.Qur’an 35:15 [. 88]

.Qur’an 22:5 [. 89]

.Safinatol behar, Vol 2, P 258 [. 90]

91-220

.Qerrarolhekam Amdi Vol 7, p 296 [. 91]

.Index of Qerarolhekam Amdi, Vol 7, p 296 [. 92]

.Mafatih aljenan p 800 [. 93]

.Sefinatol behar Vol 3, p 257 [ . 94]

.Index of Qerarolhekam Amdi, p 277 [ . 95]

.Qur’an 35:15 [. 96]

.Qur’an 67:3 [. 97]

.Qur’an 44:38 [. 98]

.Qur’an 38:27 [. 99]

.Qur’an 51:20-21 [. 100]

.Qur’an 91:1-7 [. 101]

.Qerarolhekam Amdy, Vol. 3, p. 395 [. 102]

.Qur’an 30:30 [. 103]

.Qur’an 10:7 [. 104]
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.Qur’an 9:24 [. 105]

.Qur’an 18:46 [ . 106]

.Qur’an 53:30 [. 107]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 32 [. 108]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 214 [. 109]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 194 [. 110]

For this issue refer to “The reasons behind Islam Development and Moslems’ [. 111]
.deterioration”, the discussion on Moslems, pleasure-seekings, pp 375-420

.Qur’an 17:16 [. 112]

An extreme attachment to this world is heading for all sorts of هئیطخ ِّلک  سُار  ایندلا  ُّبح  [. 113]
.wrong-doings

Refer to Motahari's two erudite works: A survey in nahjol Balagha and Twenty [. 114]
.lectutres

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 130 [. 115]

.NahjoBalagha, Sermon 182 [. 116]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 204 [. 117]

(. Sefinatol Behar, Vol 1, P 30, item Amal (desire [. 118]

(. Sefinatol Behar, Vol 1, P 30, item Amal (desire [. 119]

.Nahjolbalaga, Sermon 42 [. 120]

kashkul of sheikh Behaee, P 33; Nahjolbalaga, Hekamat, P 336 [ . 121]

Some of the expositors of Nahjolbalaga, assuming that the word “desire” is not [. 122]
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appropriate for an innocent Imam, relegate these words to the caliphate. But this is
not necessary. Imam (s) in this treatise wants to depict the duties of one ordinary
father and son and not the duties of an innocent father or an innocent son (Nahjol-

,balaga, Ibn Abi Al-Hadid, Old print
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.Vol 4. p 27

(. Sefinatol Behar, Vol 1, p 30, the tem Amal (desire [. 123]

.Qur’an 90:4 [. 124]

.Nahjol Balagha Hekma's 454 [. 125]

.Nafsol Mahmum p 106 [. 126]

.Qur’an 2:86 [. 127]

.Qur’an 3:185 [. 128]

.Qur’an 24:39 [. 129]

.Nahjol Balagha Hekma 109 [. 130]

.Qerar and Dorrar Amdy, Vol 5. p 180 [. 131]

.Qur’an 9:111 [. 132]

.Qur’an 2:207 [. 133]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 32 [. 134]

.Qerar, Dorar Amdy, Vol 2. P 569 [. 135]

.Qerar, Dorar Amdy, Vol. 3. P. 57 [ . 136]

Wherevere you are, the death will overtake you, though you are in lofty towers. [. 137]
[. [Qur’an 4: 78

[. Every soul shall taste of death [Qur’an 3:185 [. 138]

.Farid and Jodei' Encyclopedia, Vol 1. P 95 [. 139]

.Qur’an 7:128 [. 140]
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.Qerar and Dorar Amdy, Vol 1. P 214 [. 141]

.Nafsol Mahmum [. 142]

.Safinatol Behar, Vol 1. P 249 [. 143]

Ibid [. 144]

.Behar Vol 2 P 72 [. 145]

.Behar Vol 96 P 28 [. 146]

.Safinatol Behar, Vol 1. P 249 [. 147]

.Op Cit [. 148]

.Qerar and Dorar Amady, Vol 5. P 424 [. 149]

.Norol Thakalain Vol 3 P 188 [. 150]

.Qerar al hekam Amdi, Vol 2 P 412 [. 151]

.Qur’an 12:53 [. 152]

.Tohaful Uqul P 173 [. 153]

.Qur’an 38:82 [. 154]

.Qur’an 2:124 [. 155]

In writing these notes, I have used Ibn Abi Al-Hadid Nahjol Balagha, Vol 4. P 29. [. 156]
.and Ibn Meysam Vol 5. pp5-7

.Qerarol hekam Amdy, Vol 2. P 597 [. 157]

.Qerarol hekam [. 158]

.Behar Vol 77 P 374 [. 159]
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.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 221 [. 160]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 198 [. 161]

.Qur’an 8:29 [. 162]

Ousaf Al-ashraf, knaje, P 15; Refer to the Treatise of Bahrol olum's seyrosoluk P [. 163]
.22-23

.Osul kafi, Vol 2 P 16 [. 164]

.Qur’an 65:3-5 [. 165]

.Beharol Anwar, Vol 71 P 219 [. 166]

.Beharol Anwar, Vol 17 P 173 [. 167]

O you believe! Remember Allah, remembering freqvently And glorify Him [. 168]
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[. morning and evening [Qur’an 33: 41-42

[. And certainly the remember of Allah is of Allah the greatest [Qur’an 29:45 [. 169]

.Knzol Ummal [. 170]

.Qur’an 13:28 [. 171]

.Qur’an 20:124 [. 172]

.Qur’an 43:36 [. 173]

.Qur’an 59:19 [. 174]

.Qur’an 9:67 [. 175]

.Mizan Al-Hekma Vol 3, P 429 [. 176]

.Qur’an 73:19 [. 177]

.Qur’an 88:5 [. 178]

.Qur’an 50:36-37 [. 179]

.Qur’an 20:14 [. 180]

.Qur’an 63:9 [. 181]

.Qur’an 15:3 [. 182]

.Qur’an 58:19 [. 183]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 184]

.Mizan al-Hikma, Vol 3 P 425 [. 185]

.Safinatol Behar Vol 1 P 484 [. 186]

.Behar Vol 93 P 158 [. 187]
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.Qerarol Hekam [. 188]

.Qur’an 3:103 [. 189]

.In some traditions woman, gold and wealth are described as Satan mountains [. 190]

.Tafsir safi, Vol 1, P 285 – Tafsir Almizan Vol 3, PP 378-379 [. 191]

.Sefinatol behar Vol 1, P 207 [. 192]

.Qur’an 16:125 [. 193]

.A survey in Nahjol Balagha PP 193-194 [. 194]

Seyyid ar-Radhiy in Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 188 narrates that Imam Ali(s) had a [. 195]
friend called Homan. He was a pious. He asked Imam to describe the pious men as if
he had seen them. Imam waited a few moments and stated: "O Homan, be afraid of
God, and do good deeds because God likes people who are pious." But Homan was
not convinced till Imam decided to enumerate the attributes of the pious men. Imam
counted more than one hundred attributes for the pious men. At this juncture,
Homam loudly cried and passed away. Imam, then, said: Is the effect of clear

?exortations over the preached ones to this degree

.Nahjol Balagha Hekma 150 [. 196]

.Qerarol hekam Amdy Vol 2 P 507 [. 197]

.Asrar Al-Touhid, Vol 1, P 266 [. 198]

.Qur’an 4:58 [. 199]

.Nahjol Balagha Sermon 175 [. 200]

.Beharol Anwar, Vol 77, P 137 [. 201]

,Nahjol Balagha [. 202]
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.Sermon 188

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 188 [. 203]

.Mizanol Hekma Vol 10 P 542 [. 204]

.Nahjol Balagha Sermon 297 [. 205]

.Behar, Vol 78, P 48 [. 206]

.Qerarol hekam [. 207]

.Sonan Ibn Maje, Vol 2, P 1318 [. 208]

.Qur’an 34:46 [. 209]

.Keyhan News paper, Tuesday Tir 13,1368 AH [. 210]

.The Description of manazel Assa'erin by Abdol Razzagh kashani P 19 [. 211]

.Beharol Anwar Vol 77 P 111; Kusal Shaik Saduk P 131 [. 212]

As we have explained in the book "towards the Eternal world" PP 415-430, This Hadith,
like tens of other Hadiths shows that punishment and chastisement in Barzakh
(interval between death and Ma'ad Resurrenction Day) and the Doom's Day is

.manifested bodily and not conventionally

.Ihtijaj at-Tabarsi Vol 1 P 134; Kashful Ghumma vol 1 P 484; and others [. 213]

.Nahjol Balagha 79 [. 214]

.Beharol Anwar Vol 78 P 126 [. 215]

.Behar Vol 78 P 160 [. 216]

Similar to these interpretations could be found in our poets' works, who have [. 217]
:benefited from the knowledge of our Imams. Among them is the following poem
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From a wiseman I asked the world status, Hd said: the world is either a dream, or a
candle, ora myth; I asked him, then, why are people so enchanted by it? He replied:

.they are either sleepy, or drunk or mad

.Beharol Anwar Vol 78 P 183 [. 218]

.Beharol Anwar, Vol 78 P 261 [. 219]

.Beharol Anwar, Vol 78 P 321 [. 220]

221-325

.Kanzol Fawaed Karajaki, P 152 [. 221]

.Behar, Vol 78 P 358 [. 222]

.Tohaful Uqol, P 510 [. 223]

.Tohaful Uqol, P 488; Behar, Vol 78 P 273 [. 224]

.Behar, Vol 78 P 380 [. 225]

Ostad Allama tabatabaee, Under verse 14 of sure A'lay [ . 226]
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The love of desires, of women and son is made « " نَیِنبَْلاوَ ءِاسـَِّنلا  نِْم  تِاوَهََّشلا  ُّبحُ  سِاَّنلِل  نَِّیزُ   » Imran
.to seem fair to men." Has explained this fact in much detail

بٌیصَِن مْهَُل  کَِئَلوْأُ  رِاَّنلا  بَاذَعَ  انَِقوَ  هًنَسَحَ  هِرَخِآْلا  یِفوَ  هًنَسَحَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  انَِتآ  انََّبرَ  لُوقُیَ  نْمَ  مْهُْنِموَ  [. " 227]

 " بِاسَحِْلا عُیرِسَ  هَُّللاوَ  اوُبسَکَ  اَّمِم 

And there are some among them who way: Our lord, grant us good in this world and“
good in the hereafter, and save us from the chastisement of the fire. They shall have
their portion of what they have earned, and Allah is swift in reckoning.” [Qur’an:201-

[. 202

" ....قِزِّْرلا نِْم  تِابَِّیَّطلاوَ  هِدِابَعِِل  جَرَخْأَ  یِتَّلا  هَِّللا  هَنَیزِ  مََّرحَ  نْمَ  لُْق  [. " 228]

Say: Who has prohibited the embe llishment of Allah which He has brought forth for“
[. His servants and the good provisions?” [Qur’an 7:32

" مِْلعِْلا نِْم  مْهُغُلَْبمَ  کَِلذَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هَایَحَْلا  اَّلإِ  دْرُِی  مَْلوَ  اَنرِکْذِ  نْعَ  یَّلوَتَ  نْمَ  نْعَ  ضْرِعْأَفَ  [. " 229]

Therefore turn aside from him who turns his back upon Our reminder and does not“
[. desire anything but this world's life. That is their goal of knowledge” [Qur’an 53:29-30

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 224 [. 230]

.Qur’an 28:77 [. 231]

" مْهِْیلَعَ اهَانَْبتَکَ  امَ  اهَوعُدَتَْبا  هًَّیِنابَهْرَوَ  [. " 232]

[. And as for monkery, they innovated it – we did not prescribe it to them. [Qur’an 57:27“

(. There is no monkery in Islam (Ibn Athir's Nahaga, Vol 2, P 280 [. 233]

.Wasael Al-Shia, Vol 3 P 68 [. 234]

.Wasael Al-Shia, old printing, Vol 3, P 68 [. 235]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 209 [. 236]
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:The Qur’an describes the rejected love for world in the following manner [. 237]

مْهُ نَیذَِّلاوَ  اهَِب  اوُّنأَمَطْاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلاِب  اوضُرَوَ  اَنءَاقَِل  نَوجُرْیَ  اَل  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  "
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". نَوُبسِکْیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  رُاَّنلا  مْهُاوَأْمَ  کَِئَلوْأُ  نَوُلِفاغَ  انَِتایَآ  نْعَ 

Surely those who do not hope in Our meeting and are pleased with this world's life“
and are content with it, and those who are heedless of our communications” [Qur’an

[. 10:7-8

.Nahjol Fesaha, Hadith 1712 [. 238]

.Nahjol Balagha Hekma 439 [. 239]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 80 [. 240]

.The Causes for the development of Islam and the fall of Moslems page 295 [. 241]

Imam Ali (s) had prepared these pieces of endowed property by digging [. 242]
.subterranean canals, establishing gardens and palm groces

The possession of these properties, their handling and their ample annual [. 243]
.incomes indicates that piety could go hand in hand with affluence

.Imam Ali’s (s) letter 27 from Nahjol Balagha written to Mohammad Ibn Abu-Bakr [. 244]

Kashfol Mohjat le thamarete Mohjat, PP 123-126; the schedule for prosperity PP [. 245]
.155-159

.Qur’an 59:9 [. 246]

.Qur’an 76:8 [. 247]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 184 [. 248]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 200 [. 249]

.Nahjol Balagha, letter 45 [. 250]

.Nahjol Balagha Sermon 33 [. 251]

.Nahjol Balagha Hekma 128 [. 252]
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.Nahjol Balagha Letter 45 [. 253]

.Qur’an 3:39 [. 254]

.Nahjol Balagha Sermon 159 [. 255]

.Ayanul Shia Vol 1 P 660 [. 256]

.Sa’adi’s collection of literature, lyrics, P 92 [. 257]

.Mesbahol Sharia P 191 [. 258]

.Qur’an 20:131 [. 259]

.Ousafol Ashraf, PP 22-23 [. 260]

.Al-esharat wattanbyhat, Vol 3, PP 369-370 [. 261]

.In this regard, see towards the Eternal life, the section on the puzzle of spirit [. 262]

Refer to Asfar, Almizan, Manazel Alsaerin, Molla Hadi Sabsrari's Mangume [. 263]
.Hekma, and Feiz's Mohjatol beiza, Vol 5

.Mustadrak ul Wssael Vol 2 P 284 [. 264]

.Jameul Saaddat Vol 1 P 119 [. 265]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2, PP 52-57 [. 266]

.Op cit [. 267]

.Op cit [. 268]

.Qur’an 41:53 [. 269]

Molla Abdol razzaq Gilamy's [. 270]
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.sharh mesbah Al Sharia wa meftahol haqiqa, P 471. Beharol Anwar, Vol 70, P 179

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2, P 53 [. 271]

Osul Kafi, Vol 2, P 54. Molla Rumi, in the Volume one of Mathnawi attributes this [. 272]
:story to Zeid Ibn Harethe, and not to Harethe Ibn Malik. Moulawi writes

,The prophet asked Zeid

?How did you wake up, O loyal friend

He answered a believer subject to God, He asked again

?What are the signs of faith, if they have blossomed

,He answered: I was thirsty for days

,At nights I couldh't sleep because of my love

?He asked: what gifts did you bring us

.Which could be appreciated by people here

.He answered in the same way that people see the sky

.I can see the Heaven dwellers

All of them I can see like the Doom's Day

Clearly, I see both men and women

?Now tell me, shall I continue

.[ Mostapha hinted to him to be silent [Mathnavi P 92

.Qerarol Hekam [. 273]

.Tohafol Uqul P 22 [. 274]
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.Behar al Anwar, Vol 73 P 167 [. 275]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 276]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 277]

.Mizanol Hekma, Vol 10, P 788 [. 278]

.Behar, Vol 70, P 182 [. 279]

.Tohafol Uqul, P 223 [. 280]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 281]

.OP Cit [. 282]

.Beharol Anwar, Vol 71, P 152 [. 283]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 284]

.OP Cit [. 285]

.OP Cit [. 286]

.OP Cit [. 287]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 288]

.OP Cit [. 289]

" هٍمَکْحِوَ بٍاتَکِ  نِْم  مْکُُتْیتَآ  امََل  نَیِّیِبَّنلا  قَاثَیِم  هَُّللا  ذَخَأَ  ذْإِوَ  [. " 290]

And when Allah made a covenant through the prophets: certainly what I have give“
[. you of Book and wisdom…”[Qur’an 3:81

.Qur’an 62:2 [. 291]

.Qur’an 2:269 [. 292]
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.Beharol Anwar, Vol 14, P 316 [. 293]

.Majmaol Bahrein-Mofradat of Raqeb, Item hekam [. 294]

.Behar, Vol 13, P 423 [. 295]

.Qur’an 31:12 [. 296]

[. 297]
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" نُسَحْأَ یَهِ  یِتَّلاِب  مْهُْلدِاجَوَ  هِنَسَحَْلا  هِظَعِوْمَْلاوَ  هِمَکْحِْلاِب  کَِّبرَ  لِیِبسَ  یَلإِ  عُدْا  "

[. Call to the way of your lord with wisdom and goodly exhortation…” [Qur’an 16:125“

Sheikh Tusi’s Tabyan, Vol 10, P 4; Tafsir of Ruhol Maani, Vol 9, P 514; Almizan, Vol [. 298]
19, PP 265-272; Majmaol Bayan, Vol 10, P 284; Interpretation of surah Friday by Molla

.Sadra P 216

.Behar, Vol 1 P 216; Misbah ash-Sharia P 535 [. 299]

.Behar, Vol 1 P 216; Misbah ash-Sharia P 533 [. 300]

.Behar, Vol 78 P 413 [. 301]

.Qerar al-Hikam [. 302]

.Qerar al-Hikam [. 303]

.Qerar al-Hikam [. 304]

.Behar, Vol 1 P 220 [. 305]

.Behar, Vol 1 P 216 [. 306]

.Qerar al-Hikam [. 307]

.Qerar al-Hikam [. 308]

.Op Cit [. 309]

.Qerar al-Hikam [. 310]

.Qerar al-Hikam [. 311]

.Qerar al-Hikam [. 312]

.Behar, Vol 1 P 183 [. 313]

.Qerar al-Hikam [. 314]
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.Behar, Vol 1 P 204 [. 315]

.Mizan al-Hikma, Vol 2 P 393 [. 316]

.Behar, Vol 78 P 81 [. 317]

.Kanzol Ommal, Vol 16 P 117 [. 318]

For this refer to Tabatabai's principles of philosophy, Motahari's Divine justice [. 319]
.and the writer's Determinism

.Qur’an 8:29 [. 320]

Rehanatol Adab, Vol 1, PP 262-264, under the translation of Ali Ibn Mohammad Ibn [. 321]
Yusof Ibn Mohammad Ibn Abdol Aziz; Moajamol boldan Vol 1, P 415 Under the word

."bost"-Goftar Mah, Vol 1, P 30

.Behar Alanwar, Vol 13, P 426 [. 322]

.Behar, Vol 70 PP 236-255; Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 84 [. 323]

.In this case, refer to behar, Vol 70, PP 234-237 [. 324]

.Behar, Vol 70 P 249 [. 325]

326-455

.Ehyaol Olum, Vol 4 P 322 [. 326]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 16 [. 327]

Bahrol Olum's Seir and soluk, P 23. Sohrvardi's Awares Al-Maaref, annexed to [. 328]
.Ehya el Olum, Vol 5, P 121

[. 329]
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.Qerarol Hekam

,Sa'adi says: Truth is a decorated house [. 330]

;Whims and wishes are dangling dirt in the air

,When there is dust in the air, you may not see properly

.Although man is alert, he may not see

:And Hafiz says

,The beloved's complexion does not bear a veil

.Get rid of the dust in the air, so that you may see

.Goftar Mah, Vol 1 P 29, From Mortaza Motahhari's lectures [. 331]

.OP Cit [. 332]

.Nahjol Balagha Sermon 220 [. 333]

.Behar, Vol 77 P 80 [. 334]

.Behar, Vol 77 P 29 [. 335]

.Qerar al-Hikam [. 336]

.OP Cit [. 337]

.OP Cit [. 338]

.Behar, Vol 78 P 370 [. 339]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 340]

.OP Cit [. 341]

.OP Cit [. 342]
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.Behar, Vol 78 P34 [. 343]

.Altaj, Vol 1 P 64 [. 344]

.Behar, Vol 78 P 105 [. 345]

Tafsir Majmaol Bayan, Vol 8 PP 315-316; Beharol Anwar, Vol 3 P 424; Tafsir [. 346]
.Nemone, Vol 17 PP 44-46; Dehkhoda Loqat Name, Vol 36 PP 256-260

.Beharol Anwar, Vol 13 P 434 [. 347]

.Behar, Vol 13 P 432 [. 348]

.Behar, Vol 13 P 417 [. 349]

.Behar, Vol 13 P 411 [. 350]

.Behar, 13 P 412 [. 351]

.Behar Al-Anwar, Vol 13 P415 [. 352]

.Behar, Vol 13 P426 [. 353]

.Behar, Vol. 13 P. 426- 411-414-420 [. 354]

.Behar, Vol. 13 P. 426- 411-414-420 [. 355]

.OP Cit [. 356]

.OP Cit [. 357]

.Behar, Vol. 13 P. 425 [. 358]

.Behar, Vol. 13 P. 424 [. 359]

.Dehkhoda Dictionary, Vol. 36 P. 260 [. 360]

.OP Cit [. 361]
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.OP Cit [. 362]

.Behar, Vol. 13 P. 410 [. 363]

.Behar, Vol 6 P 137 [. 364]

.Qerarol Hekam, Vol 2 P 270; Mizan Alhekmah, Vol 9 P 245 [. 365]

.Mesbahol Sharia, P 455; Behar, Vol 6 P 133 [. 366]

.Behar, Vol 6 P 132 [. 367]

.Behar, Vol 6 P 133 [. 368]

Almohajjaja Al-Beiza, Vol 8 P [. 369]
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.241

.Almohajjaja Al-Beiza, Vol 8 P 241 [. 370]

.Mesbah Alsharia P 457 [. 371]

.Nahjol Balagha Sermon 5 [. 372]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 373]

.Mesbahol Sharia, P 458 [. 374]

.Qur’an 3:137 [. 375]

.Qur’an 40:82 [. 376]

.Qur’an 44:25-29 [. 377]

" عٍورُزُوَ نٍوُیعُوَ  تٍاَّنجَ  نِْم  اوکُرَتَ  مْکَ  [. " 378]

[How many of the gardens and fountains have they left!” [Qur’an44:25-26“

.Qur’an 13:24 [. 379]

.Qur’an 38:60 [. 380]

.Qur’an 18:49 [. 381]

.Qur’an 99:7-8 [. 382]

Sharh Nahjol Balagha by Ibn Abel Hadid Vol 16 PP 63-64; and by Ibn Meytham, Vol. [. 383]
.5 P.10

.OP Cit [. 384]

.Wasa’l Alshia, Vol 18 P 123 [. 385]

.Hekmas’s Nahjol Balagha 113 [. 386]
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.Behar, Vol 78 P 192 [. 387]

.Wasa'el Alshia Vol 18 P 129 [. 388]

.Kafi, Vol 1 P 68; Wasa'el Vol 81 P 114 [. 389]

.Wasa'el, Vol 18 P 122 [. 390]

.The content of the first Tradition and the margine of 5th, tradition [. 391]

.The content of the 2nd and 3rd traditions [. 392]

.The content to Traditions 4,5 and 6 [. 393]

Is this caution compulsory or optional, is it ershadi or Moulavi, should we be [. 394]
cautious in all ambigious cases or in the ambigutis of Hakimiye or tahrimie. These are
topics which should be studied in books on jurispru dence under "Avoidance and

." caution

.Kafi, Vol 5 P 56; Wasa'el Al-Shea'a, Vol 7 P 395 [. 395]

Those who disbelieved from among the children of Israel were cursed by the [. “ 396]
tongue of Dawood and Isa, son of Mariam; this was because they disobeyed and used
to exceed their limit. They used not to forbid each other the hateful things which they

[. did; certainly evil was that which they did” [Qur’an 5:78-79

.Kafi, Vol 5 P 57 [. 397]

.Kafi, Vol 5 P 59 [. 398]

Nahjol Balagha, letter [. 399]
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.No 23

.Wasa'el Al-Shia', Vol 11 P 411 [. 400]

.OP Cit [. 401]

.OP Cit P 410 [. 402]

.Al-Kafi, Vol 5 P 56 [. 403]

.Wasa'el Vol 11 P 405; Hekma's Nahjol Balagha 373 [. 404]

.Wasa'el Vol 11 P 406; Hekma's Nahjol Balagha 374 [. 405]

.Mostadrak Al-wasa'el Vol 2 P 361; Ehyao'l olum vol 2 P 309 [. 406]

.Kafi Vol 5 P 54 [. 407]

.Hekma's Nahjol Balagha 374 [. 408]

.Al-Qadir; Vol 8 P 306 [. 409]

.Tabari History, Vol 7 P 300 [. 410]

.Nafsol Mahmum, P 34 [. 411]

Concerning this refer to Feqnol velaya, by Montazari, Vol 2 and to walqawa'ed [. 412]
.Alfaqih, Makarem Vol 3

.Nahjol Balagha, Letter No 47 [. 413]

.Behar, Vol 19 P 182 [. 414]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 415]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 1 P 32; Wafi, Vol 1 P 37. Shafi, P 21 [. 416]

This tradition is interpreted in some other forms, as well. For further information, [. 417]
.refer to the History of Islamic culture and civilization, by this writer, P 55
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As Majlesi and others have explained: by Faqih or jurisprudent is meant one who [. 418]
(. has insight in different dimensions of religion. (Meratol Oqul, Vol 1 P 100; Shafi, P 21

.Behar, Vol 78 P 321 [. 419]

.Kanzol Ommal, Vol 10 P 137. Hadith 28690 [. 420]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 1 P 31; Qur’an 9:122 [. 421]

.Mohjatol Beiza, Feiz, Vol 7 P 126 [. 422]

.Qur’an 32:24 [. 423]

.Qur’an 7:137 [. 424]

.Qur’an 3:125 [. 425]

.Qur’an 28:54 [. 426]

.Qur’an 25:75 [. 427]

.Qur’an 76:11-12 [. 428]

.Qur’an 13:23-24 [. 429]

.Tafsir Nemuneh, Vol 10 P 193 [. 430]

.Nahjol Balagha by Hekamt 82 [. 431]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 89 [. 432]

.Kafi, Vol 2 P 89 [. 433]

.Nahjol Balagha, Letter No 45 [. 434]

.The Description of Manazel Alsa’erin, P 74 [. 435]

.Qur'an 5:11 [. 436]
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.Behar, Vol 69 P 373 [. 437]

[. 438]
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.Safinate Albehar, Vol 2 P 683; Me'raj Alsa'ada, P 599; Jame' Alse'ada, Vol 3 P 223

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 65 [. 439]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 65 [. 440]

.Qur’an 7:29 [. 441]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 16 [. 442]

Shirk or idolatory has the following types: Idolatory in the essence of God, [. 443]
idolatory in attributes, idolatory in actions, idolatory in worshipping. A believer should
avoid all of these and should not appoint any partner for God. He shou8ld obey only

.the uniqve God and should ask Him for help

.Abdoh's description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 3 P 45 [. 444]

.Ibn Meysam's Sharh Nahjol Balagha, Vol 5 P 11 [. 445]

.Sahife Sajjadieh, Prayer No 33 [. 446]

.Wasa'el, Vol 5 P 207 [. 447]

For further in formation concerning Estekhara and its kinds refer to the [. 448]
following: Behar, Vol 19 PP 222-288; Vesa'el, Vol 5 PP 204-221, Vol 4 P 875; Feizol Islam's
.Sahife Sajjadie and Seyyid Ali khan's Shaife Sajjadie and Allame Kalbasi's AlEstekhara

.For this, see Imam khomeyni's Kashfol Asrar, PP 89-97 [. 449]

.Behar, Vol 93 P 298 [. 450]

In traditions, it is said suppliant could be used once or occasionally one hundred [. 451]
.times depending on the severity of the topic at hand

.Ibn Meysam's Description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 5 P 12 [. 452]

.Tohafol Uqul PP 335-336 [. 453]
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.Behar, Vol 73 P 391; Vol 6 P 119 [. 454]

.OP Cit [. 455]

456-575

.Op Cit [. 456]

Ibn Abi Al-Hadid's Description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 16 P 67. A similar sentence is [. 457]
.reported by Imam Ali (s) in Behar, Vol 1 P 324

.OP Cit [. 458]

.Qerarol Hekam, PP 423,719,630 [. 459]

,Nahjol Balagha [. 460]
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.Letter No 78, Mostadrak, Vol 3 P 177

.Qerarol Hekam - Beharol Anwar, Vol 77 P 231 [. 461]

.Nahjol Balagha, Letter No 31 [. 462]

.Ibn Athir's Al-Nehaya, Vol 4 P 248 [. 463]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 464]

.Qerarol Hekam; Behar, Vol 77 P [. 465]

.Nahjol Balagha, Letter No 69 [. 466]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 192 [. 467]

.Sheikh Saduq's Khesal, Vol 2 P 350 [. 468]

Kanzol Ommal, Hadith 35340; Hekma's Nahjol Balagha 399; Behar Vol 74 P 80; [. 469]
.Behar, Vol 74 P 85; Kanzol Ommal Vol 16 Hadith 45409 – 45411

(. Sefinatol Behar, Vol 1 P 680 item "Shabab" (=Youth [. 470]

Concerning Imam Ali's Unwillingness, the translators and interpreters of Nahjol [. 471]
Balagha have said nothing. Some refer the Unwillingness to Imam Hassan (s) without
mentioning the cause for it. There are some hints to Imam Ali's Unwillingness,
however, in Ibn Abi Al-Hadid's description, Vol 16 PP 63-69, and I Ibn Meysam's

.Description Vol 5 P 18

Alif lam Mim Ra. These are the verses of the book; and that which is revealed to [. “ 472]
[. you from your lord is truth” [Thunder 1

.Refer to Behar, Vol 15 P 117 [. 473]

.Ibn Abi Al-Hadid’s Nahjol Balagha Vol 16 P 71 [. 474]

.Qur’an 2:170 [. 475]
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.Qur’an 7:157 [. 476]

Ibn Hosham's Siyara, Vol 3 P 412. See Islam and Human Rights for the hazards of [. 477]
.blind imitations and Islam's struggle against them

For this see shahrestani's nations and safai's Elm Kalam and Molla Hadi [. 478]
.Sabzewari's Collection

.Mathnawi, Part 4 P 2 [. 479]

For the Philosophy of dualism and for the study of the fact that bad is non- [. 480]
existant and does not need a cause, Refer to Motahari's
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.Valueable work called divine justice; and also refer to Asfar, Vol 7 item 8 PP 55-148

.Qur’an 42:53 [. 481]

.Qur’an 84:6 [. 482]

.Qur’an 90:4 [. 483]

.Qur’an 17:85 [. 484]

.Avicenna's Shafa [. 485]

.A Philosophical Summary of Einstein's theory, PP 19-20 [. 486]

.The Creator of the world, PP 282-294 [. 487]

.OP Cit [. 488]

.The Creator of the world, PP 282-294 [. 489]

.Man, the unknown Creature, PP 2-4 [. 490]

.Ala Etlal Al-Mazhab Al-maddi, P 138 [. 491]

Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but he is the Apostle of Allah [. “ 492]
[. and the last of the Prophets” [Qur’an 30:40

And we have not sent you but to all the men as a bearer of good news and as a [. 493]
[warner. [Qur’an 34:28

[. Surely this Qur’an guides to that which is most upright [Qur’an 17:9 [. 494]

And whoever desires a religion other than Islam, it shall not be accepted from [. 495]
[him, and in the hereafter he shall be one of the losers. [Qur’an 3:85

Ra'ed is the one who walks in front of the crowd to collect information. Qa'ed is [. 496]
the leader of the crowd. Sa'eq is the one who walks at the back of the crowd guiding

.them in the right path
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.Le'ali Al-Akhbar, P 181 [. 497]

.For the truth behind these tow reasoning, refer to books on philosophy [. 498]

.Qur’an 23:117 [. 499]

.Nahjol Balagha Sermon 5 [. 500]

.Qur’an 62:6-8 [. 501]

.Mohjatol beiza’, Feiz, Vol 8 P 258 [. 502]

.OP Cit [. 503]

.Ibn Abi Al-Hadid’s Description of NahjoBalagha, Vol 16 P 84 [. 504]

.Wasa’el Al-Shi’a, Vol 6 P 441 [. 505]

’. Mohjatol Beiza [. 506]

.Ibne Meitham’s Description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 5 Pp 28 – 29 [. 507]

If you set [. “ 508]
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apart for Allah a goodly portion, He will double it for you and forgive you; and Allah is
[the Multiplier of rewards, forbearing”.[Qur’an 64:17

.Refer to Behar, Vol 5 – 7- 8 [. 509]

.Man, the Unknown creature, P 150 [. 510]

.How to stop worrying, P 227 [. 511]

.How to stop worrying, P 229 [. 512]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 468 [. 513]

.Mafatih Al-Janan, P 89 [. 514]

.Qur’an 25:77 [. 515]

.Qur’an 40:60 [. 516]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 468 [. 517]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 467 [. 518]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 467 [. 519]

.Behar, Vol 93 P 302 [. 520]

.Behar, Vol 77 P 173 [. 521]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 475 [. 522]

.Beharol Anwar, Vol 93 P 346 [. 523]

.Behar, Vol 93 P 303 [. 524]

.Qur’an 50:16; Qur’an 8:24 [. 525]

.Qur’an 2:186 [. 526]
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O you who believe; be careful of your duty to Allah and seek means of nearness [. 527]
[. to Him and strive hard in His way that you may be successful [Qur’an 5:35

[Who is he that can intercede with Him but by His permission? [Qur’an 2:255 [. 528]

He knows what is before them and what is behind them, and they do not intercede
[. except for him whom He approves, and for fear of Him they tremble [Qur’an 21:28

.Ibn Meitham Description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 5 P 35; Motahari Divine Justice [. 529]

.Wasa’el Alshie’, Vol 4 P 1125 [. 530]

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 104 [. 531]

Anis Al-leyl in the description of Komeyl’s Suppliant, written be Ayatollah Haj [. 532]
.Sheikh Mohammad Reza Kalbase, P 137

.Behar, Vol 93 P 372 [. 533]

.OP Cit 373 [. 534]

.Bdhar, Vol 93 P 358 [. 535]

.Behar, Vol 93 P 321 [. 536]

Mizan Al-Hekma, Vol 3 P 268 [. 537]
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.reported from Behar Vol 93

.Behar, Vol 78 P 226 [. 538]

.Tafsir Nemuneh, Vol 20 P 152. Safi's Interpretation Vol 2 P 490 [. 539]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 511 [. 540]

Jame Alsa’adat, Vol 3 P 2276. Of course such an act will not take place from [. 541]
Moses, who is an innocent Prophet. But the essence of the issue is acceptable as a

.principle

.Qur’an 66:8 [. 542]

.From the prayer 15 Mafatih Aljanan, P 161 [. 543]

.Qur’an 39:53-55 [. 544]

Refer to Almizan, Vol 4 P 2-251; Refer to Tafsir Nemuneh, Vol 3; Refer to the [. 545]
.verses following this verse

.Qur’an 4:17 [. 546]

.Qur’an 4:18 [. 547]

.Kafi, Vol 2 P 44 [. 548]

.OP Cit [. 549]

.Qur’an 18:49 [. 550]

.Qur’an 99:8 [. 551]

.Qur’an 25:70 [, 552]

.Qur’an 4:40 [. 553]

.Qur’an 6:160 [. 554]
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.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 417 [. 555]

.Behar Al-Anwar, Vol 6 P 37 [. 556]

.Kashfol morad P 423 [. 557]

.Qur’an 11:118 - 119 [. 558]

.Qur’an 65:12 [. 559]

.Qur’an 51:56 [. 560]

.Qur’an 67:2 [. 561]

Refer to Man's philosophy of creaton by Zeinol Abedin Ghorbani Lahiji and Tafsir [. 562]
.Nemuneh, Vol 22 PP 384-398

نَیمِِلسْمُْلا نِْم  اَنأَوَ  لَیِئارَسْإِ  وُنَب  هِِب  تْنَمَآ  يذَِّلا  اَّلإِ  هََلإِ  اَل  هَُّنأَ  تُْنمَآ  لَاقَ  قُرَغَْلا  هُکَرَدْأَ  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  [. " 563]

" نیدسفملا نم  تنک  لبق و  نم  تیصع 

Until when drowning overtook him (Firon), he said: I believe that there is no god but“
He in whom the children of Israel believe and I am of those who submit”. [Qur’an

[. 10:90

.Kanzol Ommal, Vol 15 P 551 [. 564]

.Behar Vol 71 P 263 [. 565]

.Nahjol Balagha Sermon 204 [ 566]

" ایَْنُّدلا هُایَحَْلا  مْکُْتَّرغَوَ  اوًزُهُ  هَِّللا  تِایَآ  مُْتذْخََّتا  مْکَُّنأَِب  مْکُِلذَ  [. " 567]

That is because you took the communication of Allah for a jest and the life of this
[world deceived you.[Qur’an 45:35

[. 568]
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.Qur’an 38:82-83

.Qur’an 57:20-21 [. 569]

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 131 [. 570]

.Behar, Vol 78 P 11 [. 571]

.The Description of Nahjol Balagha by Ibn Abi Al-Hadid, Vol 16 P 91 [. 572]

.Menhajol bara'a Fi Sharh Nahjol Balagha Vol 3 P 43 [. 573]

.Qur’an 22:5-7 [. 574]

.Ithna Ashariyeh, P 235 [. 575]

576-710

.Qur’an 86:7 [. 576]

.Qur’an 3:6 [. 577]

.Qur’an 46:15 [. 578]

.Qur’an 18:48 [. 579]

.Qur’an 42:7 [. 580]

.Saad's Odes, P 12 [. 581]

The word “Moktaseb” may either mean the obtained assets or it may mean. “To [. 582]
earn”; The first is objective, and the second one is an infinitive (Ibn Meytham’s

(. Description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 5 P 45

(. Ibn Meytham’s Description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 5 P 45 [. ) 583]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 3 [. 584]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 224 [. 585]
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(. Mizan Al_Hekma, Vol 6 P 18 [ ) 586]

.Tohaf ol Oqul, P 245 [. 587]

.Behar, Vol 73 P 104 [. 588]

.Qerarol Hekam, Vol 4 P 352 [. 589]

.Qur’an 45:23 [. 590]

.The Description of Qerarol Hekam, Vol 3 P 229, Vol 2 P 375 [. 591]

There are other interpretations for these two sentences. Refer to the above
.Description

.OP Cit [. 592]

.Qerarol Hekam, Vol 5 P 169 [. 593]

.Ibn Maytham’s Description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 5 P 46 [. 594]

:Sa’di, too, has written the following poem

,The King of khotan gave one of the bright-minded

;Men a large piece of silk made into dress

,He wore it and kissed the ground

;And sent the king thousands thanks

,He became as happy as flower leafs

:Then he kissed the king’s hand, saying

,How nice is the present of the king of khotan

And better than that is my own shabby dress
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It is better for a free man to sleep on bare ground

Than to kiss the ground
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.to obtain a carpet

.Qerarol Hekam [. 595]

.Jame ol seadat, Vol 2 P 106 [. 596]

.Behar Al-Anwar, Vol 73 P 78 [. 597]

.OP Cit P 168 [. 598]

.Behar, Vol 77 P 61 [. 599]

.Behar, Vol 78 P 136 [. 600]

.Qerarol Hekam, Vol 2 P 141 [. 601]

.Qur’an 55:1-4 [. 602]

Feiz Kashani, in the fifth Volume of Almohjatol Beiza, enumerates twenty foults [. 603]
.for language

.OP Cit PP 194-199 [. 604]

.OP Cit [. 605]

.OP Cit [. 606]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 PP 114-131 [. 607]

.Osul Kafe, Vol 2 PP 114-131 [. 608]

.Behar, Vol 71 P 274 [. 609]

.Qur’an 63;9 [. 610]

.Qur’an 17;29 [. 611]

.Qur’an 25:67 [. 612]
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.Ibn Abi Al-Hadid’s Sharh Nahjol Balagha, Vol 5 P 48 [. 613]

.Safinatol Behar, Vol 2 P 327 item Qani [. 614]

.Safinatol Behar, Vol 2 P 327 item Qani [. 615]

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 342 [. 616]

.Qur’an 64:15 [. 617]

.Qur’an 96:6-7 [. 618]

.Ebn Abi Al-Hadid, Description of NahjoBalagha, Vol 16 P 98 [. 619]

.Qur’an 9:49 [. 620]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 621]

.Safinatol Behar, Vol 2 P 469 [. 622]

.Loc Cit [. 623]

.Safinatol Behar, Vol 2 P 469 [. 624]

.Sefinatol Behar, Vol 2 P 469 [. 625]

.Behar, Vol 75 P 71 [. 626]

.Qur’an 53:39 [. 627]

.Qur’an 17:19 [. 628]

.Qur’an 2:204 [. 629]

.Qur’an 18:103-105 [. 630]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 631]

.OP Cit [. 632]
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.OP Cit [. 633]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 634]

.OP Cit [. 635]

.Ibn Abi Alhadid's Sharh Nahjol Balagha, Vol 16 P 99 [. 636]

(. With thinking the dark sides of affairs become bright (Qerarol Hekam [. 637]

.Behar Al-Anwar, Vol 74 P 188 [. 638]

.Behar, Vol 74 P 197 [. 639]

.OP Cit P 192 [. 640]

Qur’an 25:27-29; in the Description of Majmaol bayan, Vol 7 P 166, under this verse, [. 641]
the viscious action of these two and the way Aghaba turned into Islam and the reason

for his animosity towards Islam because of Abi's temptations and their
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.miserable ends are discussed. Refer to that source

.Qerarol Hekam [. 642]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 643]

.Qur’an 4:10 [. 644]

.Qur’an 2:174 [. 645]

.Qur’an 18:49 [. 646]

.Qur’an 99:8 [. 647]

.Behar, Vol 66 P313 [. 648]

.Wasael, Vol 4 PP 1129- 1176 [ . 649]

.OP Cit [. 650]

.OP Cit [. 651]

.Behar, Vol 66 P 315 [. 652]

.Kafi, Vol 2 P 331 [. 653]

.Behar, Vol 75 P 320 [. 654]

.Kanzol Ommal, Hadith 7605 [. 655]

.Kafi, Vol 2 P 331 [. 656]

.Qur’an 39:16-17 [. 657]

.Ibn Abi Al-Hadid’s Description of NhajolBalagha, Vol 16 P 102 [. 658]

.OP Cit [. 659]

.Qur’an 29:43 [. 660]

IMAM ALI’S FIRST TREATISE ON THE ISLAMIC ETHICS
AND EDUCATION

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 581 of 607

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.Tuba prose, Vol 2 P 172 [. 661]

.Rageb’s mofradat, P 341 [. 662]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 1 P 11 [. 663]

.Qur’an 2:171 [. 664]

.Raqeb's Mofradat, P 341 [. 665]

.Vasel Al-Shia, Vol 11 P 163 [. 666]

.Behar, Vol 78 P 9 [. 667]

Raqeb's Mofradat, P 342, but in Hekma's Nahjol Balagha P 338 instead of "Al-aql [. 668]
aqlan" (There are two types of wisdom) the expression "Al-Elm Elman" (There are

.two Kinds of science) is used

.Qerarol Hekam [. 669]

Ibn Meytham's Nahjol Balagha, Vol 5 P 51; Ibn Abi Al-Hadid's Description of [. 670]
.Nahjol Balagha, Vol 16 P 102

(Al-Nehaya, Vol 4 P 248 [. ) 671]

.Qur’an 12:111 [. 672]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 85 [. 673]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 674]

.OP Cit [. 675]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 676]

.Hekma's NahjoBalagha 297 [. 677]

.Mohajatol Beiza, Vol 5 P 15 [. 678]
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.Kanzol Ommal, Vol 15 P 791 [. 679]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 680]

.Behar, Vol 77 P 165 [. 681]

.Mohajatol Beiza, Vol 8 P 250; Mostadrak Hakim Vol 4 P 306 [. 682]

.Tohafol Oqul, P 324 [. 683]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 684]

.OP Cit [. 685]

.Nahjol Balagha letter No 22 [. 686]

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 379 [. 687]

And they say: There is nothing but our life in this world; we live and die and [. 688]
[. nothing destroys us but time [Qur’an 45:24

The [. 689]
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Unbelievers say: This is a wonderful thing. What when we are dead and have become
dust? That is a far (from probable) return. We know indeed what the earth diminishes

[. of them, and with Us is a writing that preserves [Qur’an 50:2-4

.Qur’an 20:15 [. 690]

And whoever turns away from My reminder, his shall surely be a straitened life. [. 691]
[. [Qur’an 20:124

.Behar, Vol 71 P 339 [. 692]

.Qur’an 2:189 [. 693]

.Majmaol Beyan, Vol 2 P 282 [. 694]

.Qur’an 20:132 [. 695]

.Qur’an 28:83 [. 696]

.Qur’an 3:137 [. 697]

.Qur’an 7:84 [. 698]

.Qur’an 7:86 [. 699]

.Qur’an 10:39 [. 700]

.Behar, Vol 73 P 351 [. 701]

". For This refer to Safinatol Behar, The items khatm and "aqab [. 702]

". Safinatol Behar, the item "aqab [. 703]

". Safinatol Behar, the item "aqab [. 704]

.Behar, Vol 77 P 133 [. 705]

.Qur’an 15:20 [. 706]
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.Tafsir Nemuneh, Vol 9 P 22 [. 707]

.Qur’an 11:6 [. 708]

.Wasael, Vol 12 P 53 [. 709]

.Behar Al-Anwar, Vol 103 P8 [. 710]

711-840

.Ibn Abi Al-Hadid's Description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 16 P 104 [. 711]

.Mostadrek Al-Wasael, Vol 2 P 62 [. 712]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 713]

.OP Cit [. 714]

.Behar, Vol 77 P 47 [. 715]

.Qur’an 23:75-76 [. 716]

.Qur’an 67:21 [. 717]

.Sefinatol Behar, Vol 2 P 505 [. 718]

.Bdhar, Vol 77 P 208 [. 719]

.Nahjol Balagha , Letter No 58 [. 720]

Refer to Qayyem Al-Qadir, Vol 1 PP 239-266, and Tafsir of Majmaol Beyan, Vol 10 P [. 721]
.352; and Tafsir Nemune, Vol 25 P 1407

.Qerarol Hekam [. 722]

.OP Cit [. 723]

”. Raqeb’s Mofradat, the item of “one [. 724]
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.Kafi, Vol 2 P 375 [. 725]

.Mostadrakol Wesael Vol 2 P 62 [. 726]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 727]

.Behar, Vol 74 P 278 [. 728]

.An example is the book called masadeq Al-ekhwan by Sheikh Saduq [. 729]

.Behar, Vol 74 P 264 [. 730]

Behar, Vol 74 [. 731]
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.P 264

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 PP 344-345 Babol Hejra [. 732]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 PP 344-345 Babol Hejra [. 733]

.Nahjol Balagha [. 734]

.Behar, Vol 74 P 222 [. 735]

.Behar, Vol 72 P 395 [. 736]

.Behar, Vol 74 P 411 [. 737]

.Behar, Vol 74 P 399 [. 738]

.OP Cit, P 401 [. 739]

.OP Cit, P 355 [. 740]

.Kafi, Vol 2 p 170 [. 741]

.Qur’an 20:43 [. 742]

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 333 [. 743]

.Sermon 193 [. 744]

.OP Cit [. 745]

.Qur’an 48:29 [. 746]

.Kanzol Ommal, Hadith 7019 [. 747]

.Behar, Vol 71 P 420 [. 748]

.Tanbihol Khawater, P 360 [. 749]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 750]
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.Letter No. 53 of NahjoBalagha [. 751]

Al-Moajam Al-Mofahres le Alfaz Al-Hadith Al-Nabavi Vol 6 P 499; The twentieth [. 752]
.Century Encyclopedia Vol 5 P 251, Under the item selm

.Qeraol Hekam [. 753]

.OP Cit [. 754]

.OP Cit [. 755]

.OP Cit [. 756]

.OP Cit [. 757]

.Qeraol Hekam [. 758]

.Amali, Saduqh, P 397 [. 759]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 760]

". Safinatol Beahr, Vo 2, item "Anger [. 761]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 303 [. 762]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 303 [. 763]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 764]

.OP Cit [. 765]

.OP Cit [. 766]

.OP Cit [. 767]

.Mohjatol Beiza Vol 5 P 307 [. 768]

.Qur’an 3:134 [. 769]
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.Qerarol Hekam [. 770]

.OP Cit [. 771]

.Mohjatol Beiza, Vol 5 P 301-309 [. 772]

.OP Cit [. 773]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 774]

.Qur’an 16:90 [. 775]

.Qur’an 2:237 [. 776]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 777]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 778]

.OP Cit [. 779]

.Ibn Meytham's Descviption of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 5 p55 [. 780]

.Behar Vol 74, P 177 [. 781]

.OP Cit [. 782]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 362 [. 783]

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 114 [. 784]

.Jameol Saadat, Vol 1 P 283 [. 785]

.Jameol Saadat, Vol 1 P 283 [. 786]

.Behar, Vol 75 P 90 [. 787]

.OP Cit [. 788]

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 249 [. 789]
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.Jameal Seaadat, Vol 1 P 383 [. 790]

.Behar, Vol 75 P 91 [. 791]

.Sahife Sajjadieh, Makaremol Akhlaq, twentieth suppliant [. 792]

Refer to Seyyid Alijan’s Description of [. 793]
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.Sahife Sajjadieh, Vol 1 PP 320-322

.Ibn Meytham’s Description of Nahjol Balagha Vol 5 P 56 [. 794]

.Ibn Abi Al-Hadid’s Description of Nahjol Balagha Vol 16 P 110 [. 795]

.Behar, Vol 74 PP 90-96-98 [. 796]

.OP Cit [. 797]

.Qur’an 13:21 [. 798]

Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 23. Similar to this statement can be seen from Imam Ali [. 799]
.(s) in the book Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 154

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 451 [. 800]

.Behar, Vol 74 P 157 [. 801]

.Islam's histories related to the aghth year of Islamic Era [. 802]

.Behar, Vol 74 P 100 [. 803]

.Behar, Vol 74 P 100 [. 804]

.Nahjol Balagha Letter 53; Nahjol Balagha Hekma 176 [. 805]

(Nehayat Ibn Atheer, Vol 2 P 55 [. ) 806]

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 341; Behar, Vol 75 P 311 [. 807]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 808]

.Qur’an 55:59 [. 809]

.Qur’an 10:27 [. 810]

.Qur’an 42:40 [. 811]
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.Nur Al-Thaqalein, Vol 5 P 199 – Tafsir Nemune Vol 23, P 171 [. 812]

.Qur’an 2:177 [. 813]

.Qur’an 11:6 [. 814]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 91 [. 815]

.Qur’an 53:39 [. 816]

.Behar, Vol 103 P 9 [. 817]

.Behra, Vol 103 P 13; Vol 78 P 339 [. 818]

Qerarol Hekam [. 819]

,God provides the retarded ones with sustenance

[. In such a way that a hundred wise ones will wonder. [Sa’di

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 379 [. 820]

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 267 [. 821]

.Ibn Abi Al-Hadid's Description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 16 P 115 [. 822]

.Qur’an 10:22-23 [. 823]

.Qur’an 29:65 [. 824]

.Qur’an 96:6-7 [. 825]

.Ibn Abi Al-Hadid's Description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 16 P 116 [. 826]

.Qur’an 16:96-97 [. 827]

.Qur’an 18:46 [. 828]

The love of desires, of woman and sons and hoarded treasures of gold and silver [. 829]
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and well bred horses and cattle and tilth, is made to seem fair to men; this is the
provision of the life of this
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[. world; and Allah is He with Whom is the good goal of life [Qur’an 3:14

.Ibn Abi Al-Hadid's Description, Vol 16 P 116 [. 830]

.Deylami Ershad [. 831]

.Hekma's Nahjol Balagha 121 [. 832]

.Qur’an 28:88 [. 833]

.Qur’an 55:26-27 [. 834]

.Khaje Nasir Tusi's Ousaf Al-Ashraf [. 835]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 836]

.Nahjol Balagha, Letter No. 69 [. 837]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 192 [. 838]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 839]

.OP Cit [. 840]

841-929

From the definitions which are offered for "adab" or "good manners", we have [. 841]
adopted the sense: "Enjoying human virtues and good manners and adopting correct
methods of life and keeping away from ethical vices" (Dehkhoda's encydopedia, Vol 5
PP 1545-1551, Kashshaf Istelahat Al – Fonun Vol 1, PP-54 – 53. Mahmud Adel's Majmaol

(Bahar, Vol 1 PP 51-52

.Qerarol Hekam [. 842]

.Op Cit [. 843]

.Sefinatol Behar, Vol 560 [. 844]

Allah has set a seal upon their hearts and upon their hearing and there is a [. 845]
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[. covering over their eyes. [Qur’an 2:6

They have hearts with which they do not understand and they have eyes, with which
they do not see, and they have ears with which they do not hear; they are cattle, nay,

[. they are in worse errors; these are the heedless ones. [Qur’an 7:179

And as for the good land, its vegetation springs forth abundantly by the [. 846]
permission of its lord, and as for that which is inferior (its herbage) Comes forth but

[. scantily [Qur’an 7:58

:Sa’di, in Chapter 7 of Golestan narrates two stories, then adds some poems [. 847]

Although the source of silver and gold is stone

;We may not find silver and gold in every stone

,The sun shines over everything in the world

Somewhere
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;it makes a bag and somewhere else it creates the good-smelling leather

,When the nature of a man is good

;He will be influenced by education

No polishing will have effect

;On the iron which is a bad nature

Do not wash a dog in the seven seas

Because when it becomes wet, it becomes nastier

,If jesus's donkey is taken to Mecca

When it comes back, it is still a donkey

.Qur’an 25:67 [. 848]

.Behar, Vol 78 P 99 [. 849]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 850]

.In this regard refer to the book called towards the Eternal world, P 350 [. 851]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 852]

.OP Cit [. 853]

.Behar, Vol 44 PP 139-140 [. 854]

.Hekma's Nahjol Balagha, 134 [. 855]

.Behar, Vol 74 P 225 [. 856]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 42 [. 857]

.Mostadrakol Wesa'el, Vol 2 P 345 [. 858]
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.Qerarol Hekam [. 859]

.OP Cit [. 860]

.Qur’an 11:46 [. 861]

.Assadol Qabba, Vol 2 P 331 [. 862]

.Qur'an, 11:46 [ 863]

.Qur’an 64:14 [. 864]

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 442 [. 865]

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 3 [. 866]

.Qur’an 37:171 – 173 [. 867]

.Qur’an 58:21 [. 868]

.Qur’an 9:33 [. 869]

.Qur’an 21:18 [. 870]

.Nahjol Balagha, Hekma 188 [. 871]

.Behar, Vol 77 P 420 [. 872]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 873]

.Behar, Vol 5 P 305 [. 874]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 875]

.Nahjol Balagha, Sermon 110 [. 876]

.Refer to the Tafsir Borhan, Vol 3 PP 278-279 [. 877]

.Osul Kafi, Vol 2 P 18 [. 878]
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.Part of a tradition from Vol 2 P 639 of Osul Kafi [. 879]

Molla Mohammad Baqir Lahijani's Description and translation of Nahjol Balagha, [. 880]
.P 281

.Abdoh's Description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 3 P 62 [. 881]

.Ibn Abi Al-Hadid's Description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 16 P 120 [. 882]

.Qur’an 2:148 [. 883]

.Qur’an 23:61 [. 884]

.Behar, Vol 74 P 189 [. 885]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 886]

.OP Cit [. 887]

.OP Cit [. 888]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 889]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 890]

.OP Cit [. 891]

Behar, Vol 78 P [. 892]
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.351

.Behar, Vol 78 P 374 [. 893]

.Bohayre History, P 138 narrated from the Advice of History, Vol 3 P 244 [. 894]

.Adapted from Sermon 194 of Nahjol Balagha [. 895]

.Hekma’s Nahjol Balagha, 236 [. 896]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 897]

.OP Cit [. 898]

.Nahjol Balagha, letter 47 [. 899]

.Wasa'el, Vol 8 P 487 [. 900]

:On the neighbors' rights, Imam zeinlo abedin (s) has stated [. 901]

One of the neighbors' rights is that you should respespect him in his absence and love
him in his presence and help him when he is oppressed and never try to find out his
secrets and not to deisclose anything of his bad deeds and advise him if he accepts
your advice and never betray him when he is in trouble and accept his blunders and

.forgive his guilts and sins and treat him well. Power is all God's

.Mostadrakol Wesa'el, Vol 2 P 80 [. 902]

(. The biography of Imam Sadiq (s [. 903]

.Ibn Abi Al-Hadid's Description of Nahjol Balagha, Vol 16 P 121 [. 904]

An old woman came to the great Prophet (s). The Prophet (s) told her: Old ladies [. 905]
will not enter the paradise. Upon hearing this, the woman began crying. Then the
Prophet (s) continued: the Old women become young when entering into paradise

[. [Mizanol Hekma, Vol 9 P 140

.Kafi, Vol 2 P 665 [. 906]
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.OP Cit [. 907]

.Qerarol Hekam [. 908]

.OP Cit [. 909]

.OP Cit [. 910]

.OP Cit [. 911]

For this refer to Almohajjah, Vol 5 P 231-Mizanol hekmah Vol 9, Under the topic of [. 912]
.jokes and laughter

Ale tayyeb's Description of Ali's will, P 136; Ebn Abi Alhadid's Description, Vol 16 PP [. 913]
.125-126

.Qur’an 33:33 [. 914]

[. 915]
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See, in this connection, Javadi Amoli's book called women in the mirror of dijnity and
.beauty, PP 339-426

.Behar, Vol 103 P 253 [. 916]

When a father allocated his possessions equally among all his children, giving a [. 917]
business firm to one child who has interest in trade, and suppling the second one who
has interest in agriculture with a farmland and giving a library or publication tasks to
the third child who has cultural inclinations, there is equality in his action but no

(. identity (The system of women's rights in Islam P 112

.Refer to the system of Women's Rights in Islam and women and Elections [. 918]

.The Issue of Hijab PP 219-221 [. 919]

Certainly we created man in the best make [Teen 4]; They are as cattles, nay, [. 920]
[they are in worse errors [Qur’an 7:197

Some traditions consider Ive's tempting Adam to go astray. But this is in contrast [. 921]
:with the Holy Qur’an which says

But the Shaitan made an evil suggestion][Qur’an 7:20]. For this matter, see the system]
.of women's Rights In islam PP 114-120

.Qerarol Hekam [ 922]

For the differences between men’s and women's human values, and political and [. 923]
social rights see women's Rights in Islam by Motahhari and Javadi Amoly's Women in

.the mirror of dignity

For the differences between men's and women's human values, and political and [. 924]
social rights see women's Rights in Islam by Motahhari and Javadi Amoly's Women in

.the mirror of dignity

.Kanzol Ommal, Vol. 6 P. 717 [. 925]
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Concerning this, refer to Altaratibol Edarya by Kattani, and A book at the Islamic [. 926]
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Management by Tagavi and Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi's Management and

.commandment in Islam

Say: if your fathers and your sons… are dearer to you than Allah and His Apostle [. 927]
and striving in His way, then wait till Allah brings about His command: and Allah does

[. not guide the transgressing people [Qur’an 9:24

.Behar. Vol 74 P 131 [. 928]

.Behar, Vol 74 P 131 [. 929]
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About center
In the name of Allah

نَومُلَْعیَالَنَیذَِّلاوََنومُلَْعیَنَیذَِّلایوِتَسْیَْلهَ
?Are those who know equal to those who do not know

al-Zumar: 9

:Introduction
Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan, from 2007, under the authority of
Ayatollah Haj SayyedHasanFaqihImami (God blesses his soul), by sincere and daily
efforts of university and seminary elites and sophisticated groups began its activities

. in religious, cultural and scientific fields

:Manifesto
Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan in order to facilitate and
accelerate the accessibility of researchers to the books and tools of research, in the
field of Islamic science, and regarding the multiplicity and dispersion of active centers

 in this field
and numerous and inaccessible sources by a mere scientific intention and far from
any kind of social, political, tribal and personal prejudices and currents, based on
performing a project in the shape of (management of produced and published works
from all Shia centers) tries to provide a rich and free collection of books and research
papers for the experts, and helpful contents and discussions for the educated
generation and all classes of people interested in reading, with various formats in the

. cyberspace
:Our Goals are

(propagating the culture and teachings of Thaqalayn (Quran and Ahlulbayt p.b.u.t-
encouraging the populace particularly the youth in investigating the religious issues-

 replacing useful contents with useless ones in the cellphones, tablets and computers-
providing services for seminary and university researchers-

spreading culture study in the publich-
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paving the way for the publications and authors to digitize their works-

:Policies
acting according to the legal licenses-

relationship with similar centers-
avoiding parallel working-

merely presenting scientific contents-
 mentioning the sources-

.It’s obvious that all the responsibilities are due to the author

:Other activities of the institute
Publication of books, booklets and other editions-

Holding book reading competitions-
Producing virtual, three dimensional exhibitions, panoramas of religious and tourism-

places

.Producing animations, computer games and etc-
Launching the website with this address: www.ghaemiyeh.com-

 Fabricatingdramatic and speech works-
Launching the system of answering religious, ethical and doctrinal questions-

Designing systems of accounting, media and mobile, automatic and handy systems,-
web kiosks

 Holding virtual educational courses for the public-
Holding virtual teacher-training courses-

Producing thousands of research software in three languages (Persian, Arabic and-
English) which can be performed in computers, tablets and cellphones and available
and downloadable with eight international formats: JAVA, ANDROID, EPUB, CHM, PDF,

HTML, CHM, GHB on the website
Also producing four markets named “Ghaemiyeh Book Market” with Android, IOS,-

WINDOWS PHONE and WINDOWS editions
:Appreciation

We would appreciate the centers, institutes, publications, authors and all honorable
. friends who contributed their help and data to us to reach the holy goal we follow
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: Address of the central office
Isfahan, Abdorazaq St, Haj Mohammad JafarAbadei Alley, Shahid Mohammad

HasanTavakkoly Alley, Number plate 129, first floor
Website: www.ghbook.ir
Email: Info@ghbook.ir

Central office Tel: 03134490125
021 Tehran Tel: 88318722 ـ 

Commerce and sale: 09132000109
Users’ affairs: 09132000109

Introduction of the Center – Ghaemiyeh Digital Library
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