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I have the hooour %0 report that the lassh forinjight

8ir,

has sesn & sudden flare-up in bostllity between Churistians
and Moslems In the Lebanon, Although the sxpressions

of hostility wers confined to wordy warfare, and although
the lmmediuto szcltesent has nDow died down mgaln, I think
that this flurry is aymptoastic of the pressnt growing
malaise 1o Lubanese politiocal life.

2. At the tilme of ths overthrow of Fresident el-Enculy
last Reptember the Moslems felt that they wers largely
responsaible for the final turn of syents. I+ was the
feaot that the Moslom leadera io tha towns could keep

the shopa at Bolrut and other principal contres cloasd

in dofiance of the Government which ahowed aloarly the
wonknoes of tho late Prosidont's position. Noms the logs
tho Moslcms rofrained, to thels eredit, from pushidg
thoir advantogo toa fgr and 414 oot seek to disturb the
polanesd distributicn of high offices batwesn iba
roliglous oussuniiics. Undoubtedly, howeover, thay

hopud that in rocognition of their modoration more
sttontion would bo puld to their lntorosts under the naw
régimo, Thuy wero doubtless encoursged by the indicaiicas
givun by Prosident Ohumoun at the timo of his olest lom
that ho wished to stend im woll, 1o partioular, witls the
othor Arob Gtatos,

L The sain Moslom griovonces aro that thay oare
lnadcquutcly represontod in tho highor ronks of the
pdmiplstretion ond in tha judiciary; thoy fool that so
lomg as & bolonco butweon Moslom and ahrl::i::‘:a }M

Tho Fieht Hunuvarableo Anthoeny Bdon,M.C., M.P.,
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SECRET
ARD g_TE

JFEOM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PEIRUT

By Bag FOREIGH O#fFICE SECIET AND
SITHRALL SECRET DISTRIBITION
Eq. LY Saving

12th February,1953.
SECRET

Addresscd to Beirut telepram Mo, 41 Saving of 12th Februapy,
Repeated for informatiom Saving to B.M.B.0. No. 114,

Washingtoa Na. 43,
Paris Ne, 332,

Your telegrama Nos. 714 and 715 [(of 13th Nevember: Oecnerul
Robertsan's visit],

Ge have the follewing comments;-

(a) Te welooue the reaffirmation of the Labanon's readiness
ic collabarate with the West and we hepe she will prove less
tlabby thaa im thic past 1o cxcrolsing the right sert eof iaflucnce
on other Arab States.

(b) while agreeing thet 'we should contlimue te play » leading
tple, we cannot ignore the dependence of Middle Fast defence on
the collaboration of other Lestern Pewers.  Much, therefore, aa
ve welcoae the idem of @ oleser Anglo-Lebanese coanexien, we
should net wish it to be in any way exclusive. Cesprratien
petreen us must be pert and parcel of collectlive cesperatien
betseen all interestcd Lestern and Middle Bamt pevers,.

(¢) Te must continue to pay heed to Francc's olaim to n
special position in the Lebanen, Thie does nat mcan, hewever,
that ce sould suppert the atatiening of Freach (er any other)
troops in the territory of the Lebanen sgainst the will of the
latter.

(d) Ge camnot afford to supply cheap or fres arms to the
Lebanan, the mare se slace we Eheuld thereby lay ourselves spen
to demsnds for sisilar tresatment frem ether Middle Eagt States,
Nor sbeuld we wish te ralse false hepes.

(e} Our ultlmste sbjective 1s te ergenice Middle East defenoe
Jeffectively,
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