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: یلاعت هللا  لاق 

 ﴾ ارًیهِطْتَ مْکُرَِّهطَُیوَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  سَجِّْرلا  مْکُْنعَ  بَهِذُْیِل  هَُّللا  دُیرُِی  امََّنإِ  ﴿ 

Indeed Allah desires to repel all impurity from you, O People of the Household, and
(. purify you with a thorough purification. (Sūrat al-Aḥzāb 33:33

Prophetic traditions mentioned in both in Sunnī and Shī‘ah authoritative reference
books of ḥadīth and tafsīr (exegesis of the Qur’an) have confirmed that this holy verse
was revealed to exclusively refer to the People of the Cloak [ahl al-kisā’], viz.
Muḥammad, ‘Alī, Fāṭimah, al-Ḥasan, and al-Ḥusayn (‘a) as the Ahl al-Bayt (People of

(. the Household

:For instance, refer to the following references

Sunnī

Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal (d. 241 AH), al-Musnad, 1:231; 4:107; 6:292, 304; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim (d. 261
AH), 7:130; Al-Tirmidhī (d. 279 AH), Sunan, 5:361 et al.; Al-Dūlābī (d. 310 AH), Al-Dhuriyyah
al-Ṭāhirah al-Nabawiyyah, p. 108; Al-Nasā’ī (d. 303 AH), Al-Sunan al-Kubrā’, 5:108; 113;
Al-Ḥakīm al-Nayshābūrī (d. 405 AH), Al-Mustadrak ‘ala’ ṣ-Ṣahīḥāyn, 2:416, 3:133, 146-147;
Al-Zarkashī (d. 794 AH), Al-Burhān, p. 197; Ibn Hājar al-Asqalānī (d. 852 AH), Fatḥ al-Barī

.Sharḥ Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, 7:104

Shī‘ah

Al-Kulaynī (d. 328 AH), Uṣūl al-Kāfī, 1:287; Ibn Babawayh (d. 329 AH), Al-Imāmah wa’ t-
Tabṣīrah, p. 47, ḥadīth 29; Al-Maghribī (d. 363 AH), Da’ā’im al-Islām, pp. 35, 37; Al-Ṣādūq

.(d. 381 AH), Al-Khiṣāl, pp. 403, 550; Al-Ṭūsī (d. 460 AH), Al-Amalī, ḥadīth 438, 482, 783

For more details, refer to the exegesis of the holy verse recorded in the following
books of tafsīr: Al-Jassās (d. 370 AH), Aḥkām al-Qur’ān; Al-Wāḥidī (d. 468 AH), Asbāb al-
Nuzūl; Ibn al-Jawzī (d. 597 AH), Zād al-Masīr; Al-Qurṭubī (d. 671 AH), Al-Jāmi‘ Li-Aḥkām
al-Qur’ān; Ibn Kathīr (d. 774 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Tha‘labī (d. 825 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Ṭabarī (d. 875
AH), Tafsīr; Al-Suyūṭī (d. 911 AH), Al-Durr al-Manthūr; Al-Shawkānī (d. 1250 AH), Fatḥ al-
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Qadīr; Al-‘Ayyāshī (d. 320 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Qummī (d. 329 AH), Tafsīr; Furt al-Kūfī (d. 352
AH), Tafsīr at the margin of the exegesis of Sūrat al-Nisā’ verse 59; Al-Ṭabarsī (d. 560

.AH), Majma‘ al-Bayān, as well as many other sources

p: 2
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THE ROLE OF THE AHL AL-BAYT (‘a) IN Building THE VIRTUOUS COMMUNITY
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 |: هللا لوسر  لاق 

َّیلعَ ادری  یّتح  اقرِتفیَ  نَل  امهَُّنأَو  اًدـبأ  اولـضت  نل  اـمهب  مُتکـسمت  نإ  اـم  یتیب ، لَـهأ  یترتعو  هللا ، باـتک  نیلقثَلا : مُکُیف  كراـت  ینإ  "

" ضَوحلا

:The Messenger of Allah (ṣ) said

Verily, I am leaving among you two precious things [thaqalayn]: The Book of Allah and“
my progeny [‘itratī], the members of my Household [Ahl al-Bayt]. If you hold fast to
them, you shall never go astray. These two will never separate from each other until

(.” they meet me at the Pond [ḥawḍ] (of Kawthar

:Some references

q AlḤākim anNayshābūrī, AlMustadrak ‘alā’ṣ-Ṣaḥīḥayn (Beirut), vol. 3, pp. 109-110, 148,
533

q Muslim, Aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥ, (English translation), book 31, hadīths 5920-3

q AtTirmidhī, Aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥ, vol. 5, pp. 621-2, hadīths 3786, 3788; vol. 2, p. 219

q An-Nasā’ī, Khaṣā’iṣ ‘Alī ibn Abī Ṭālib, hadīth 79

q Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal, Al-Musnad, vol. 3, pp. 14, 17, 26; vol. 3, pp. 26, 59; vol. 4, p. 371; vol. 5,
pp. 181-182, 189-190

q Ibn al‘Athīr, Jāmi‘ alUṣūl, vol. 1, p. 277

q Ibn Kathīr, AlBidāyah wa’nNihāyah, vol. 5, p. 209

q Ibn Kathīr, Tafsīr al-Qur’ān al-‘Aẓīm, vol. 6, p. 199

Naṣīr ad-Dīn al-Albanī, Silsilāt al-Aḥādīth aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥah (Kuwait: Ad-Dār aṣ-Ṣalāfiyyah),
vol. 4, pp. 355-358

p: 4
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Volume 1: Goals and Characteristics

Publisher’s Foreword

The invaluable legacy of the Household [Ahl al-Bayt] of the Prophet (may peace be
upon them all), as preserved by their followers, is a comprehensive school of thought
that embraces all branches of Islamic knowledge. This school has produced many

brilliant scholars who have drawn inspiration from this rich and pure resource. It has
given many scholars to the Muslim ummah who, following in the footsteps of Imāms

of the Prophet’s Household (‘a), have done their best to clear up the doubts raised by
various creeds and currents within and without Muslim society and to answer their
questions. Throughout the past centuries, they have given well-reasoned answers

.and clarifications concerning these questions and doubts

To meet the responsibilities assigned to it, the Ahl al-Bayt World Assembly (ABWA)
has embarked on a defence of the sanctity of the Islamic message and its verities,
often obscured by the partisans of various sects and creeds as well as by currents
hostile to Islam. The Assembly follows in the footsteps of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and the
disciples of their school of thought in its readiness to confront these challenges and

.tries to be on the frontline in consonance with the demands of every age

The arguments contained in the works of the scholars belonging to the School of the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are of unique significance. That is because they are based on genuine
scholarship and appeal to reason, and avoid prejudice and bias. These arguments

address scholars and thinkers in a manner that

p: 11
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.appeals to healthy minds and wholesome human nature

To assist the seekers of truth, the Ahl al-Bayt World Assembly has endeavored to
present a new phase of these arguments contained in the studies and translations of
the works of contemporary Shī‘ah writers and those who have embraced this sublime

.school of thought through divine blessing

The Assembly is also engaged in edition and publication of the valuable works of
leading Shī‘ah scholars of earlier ages to assist the seekers of the truth in discovering
the truths which the School of the Prophet’s Household (‘a) has offered to the entire

.world

The Ahl al-Bayt World Assembly looks forward to benefit from the opinions of the
.readers and their suggestions and constructive criticism in this area

We also invite scholars, translators and other institutions to assist us in propagating
(. the genuine Islamic teachings as preached by the Prophet Muḥammad (ṣ

We beseech God, the Most High, to accept our humble efforts and to enable us to
enhance them under the auspices of Imām al-Mahdī, His vicegerent on the earth

(. (may Allah expedite his advent

We express our gratitude to Āyatullāh Sayyid Muḥammad Bāqir Al-ḥakīm, the author
of the present book, and Badr Shahin, its translator. We also thank our colleagues
who have participated in producing this work, especially the staff of the Translation

. ? Office

Cultural Affairs Department

Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World Assembly

p: 12
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Preface By The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World Assembly

Point

,The Holy Messenger of Allah (a)(1) is reported to have said

سِاَّنلا بُرَْقأَ 

.دِاهَجِْلاوَ مِْلعِْلا  لُهْأَ  هَِّوُبُّنلا  هِجَرَدَ  نِْم 

The people closest to the rank of Prophets are the people of knowledge and jihad

(utmost endeavor).(2)

Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (the Commander of the Faithful) (‘a) is also reported as
,saying

ءُامَلَعُْلاَ

هِضِرْأَ یِف  اللهِا  ءُافَلَخُ  کَِئَلوأُ  رُهَّْدلا … یَقَِب  امَ  نَوُقاَب 

.مْهِِتیَؤْرُ یَلإ  اًقوْشَ  هٍآ  هٍآ  هِِنیدِ ، یَلإ  هُاعَُّدلاوَ 

The

knowledgeable people are as endless as time. They are the representatives of

Allah on the earth, and inviters to His religion. Oh! How eager am I to see

(them!(3

p: 13

For maintaining readability, (a) which is an acronym for “salla allahu `alayhi wa - - 1
.” alihi” is used throughout the book to denote "May Allah bless him and his Household

.Muhammad al-Rayshahri 3:2067 - - 2
.Nahj al-Balaghah, Saying No. 146, http://www.al-islam.org/nahjul/index.htm - - 3
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Peace and blessings of Allah and of His Apostle be upon the pure souls of the martyrs,
especially the students of the Seminary (Hawzah). Peace be upon the immortal men

of religion who aroused enthusiasm in others, wrote down their academic and
practical theses with their martyrdoms and the ink of their blood and transformed

.their lives into brilliant gems on the pulpits in order to guide others

Peace and immortality be upon the martyrs and the spiritualists among the students
of the Hawzah who left their schools in order to join the fields of jihad, shed off any
thing that connected them to worldly ambitions and set forth to join the immortal

.group of divine people

Peace be upon those who unveiled true religious knowledge and became honest
warners for their people, whose every act and intention testified practically to all
parts of their discourses. In all honesty, the true men of the religion of Islam, and
Shi`ism in particular, who guide others to the straight path and encourage them to
tread the difficult path of truth ultimately become the foremost victims and seal their

.books of deeds with their blood

Indeed, those who attended the classes of the spiritual masters of the Hawzah have
not been heard hoping for anything other than martyrdom, since they, having
enjoyed the highest ranks of sincere connection with their Lord, always pray to

(Almighty Allah to confer martyrdom.(1

It is now fourteen years since the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World Assembly was founded.
Throughout this period, its one and only endeavor has been to spare no efforts in the

propagation of Islamic culture and knowledge, defending

p: 14

Imam al-Khumayni’s Epistle to the Faculties of the Religious Studies; Isphand, AH - - 1
(. 1367 (February/March 1989 CE
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the sanctity of the Holy Qur’an and the Holy Sunnah(1), as well as the entity and the
rights of the Ahl al-Bayt’s(2) followers. By pursuing this goal, we hope to attain the
rank aspired by the leader, the Grand Ayatullah Sayyid al-Khamene'i—may Allah

.perpetuate his blessings on us

In view of the above, the Assembly has shown remarkable activity in the fields of
Islamic research, inquiry, teaching, and propagation as well as many other related

.fields

Taking upon itself the mission of honoring the scholars and those who devoted
themselves to defending the genuine principles of Islam, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World

Assembly is proud to hold a conference to honor martyr Ayatullah Sayyid Muhammad

.Baqir al-Hakim, the vice-chairman of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World Assembly

It goes without saying that martyr Ayatullah al-Hakim was outstandingly well versed
in both Islamic knowledge and policy not only in Iran and the Shi`ite world but also in
the entire Islamic world. Unquestionably, his endeavors were the main impetus for

.the pressures that removed the Baathist regime that ruled Iraq so mercilessly

p: 15

The Holy Sunnah, being the second major reference of Islamic legislation, stands - - 1
.for the Prophet Muhammad’s words, acts, and confirmations

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) (People of the House) is a term dedicated to the family of the - - 2
Holy Prophet (s). More precisely, it is dedicated to definite individuals; namely, Imam

`Ali ibn Abi-Talib, Fasimah al-Zahra’ (the Holy Prophet’s daughter and Imam `Ali’s
wife), al-Hasan ibn `Ali, and al-Husayn ibn `Ali. The nine Immaculate Imams (namely,
`Ali ibn al-Husayn al-Sajjad, Muhammad ibn `Ali al-Baqir, Ja`far ibn Muhammad al-
Sadiq, Musa ibn Ja`far al-Kazim, `Ali ibn Musa al-Ri¤a, Muhammad ibn `Ali al-Jawad,
`Ali ibn Muhammad al-Hadi, al-Hasan ibn `Ali al-`Askari, and al-Mahdi the Awaited)

(. are also among the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a
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This divine leader undertook the mission of spreading the Ahl al-Bayt’s culture
through his wide-ranging activities that included teaching, writing and delivering
lectures on various occasions. His writings, some of which have been published and
others that are to be published in the future, stand as witnesses to testify to his

.efforts in these fields

According to the saying that “the affairs of both religion and the world stand on two
things—a pen and a sword behind the pen,” martyr Ayatullah Sayyid Muhammad

Baqir al-Hakim was armed with both pen and sword. His pen is still overflowing with
wisdom and knowledge that are like unsheathed swords waiting for a signal from him
to fight again as they had previously fought against infidelity and challenged

.persecution and oppression

,A Hadith holds that the Holy Prophet (s) said

امَ یَلإ  یهِتَْنتَوَ  بَجُحُْلا  قُرِخْتَ  ثٌلاََث 

مِادَْقأَ ءُطْوَوَ  ءِامَلَعُْلا ، مِلاَْقأَ  رُیرِصَ  اللهِا : يِدَیَ  نَْیَب 

… نَیدِهِاجَمُْلا

Three

things penetrate the Veils (of Divinity) and stand directly before Almighty

Allah. These are the susurrations of the scholars’ pens, the steps of the

.warriors (for the sake of Almighty Allah)… etc

Correspondingly, the susurrations of martyr Ayatullah al-Hakim’s pen and his steps
on the path of jihad were so well known in the east and the west of the globe that the
gates of martyrdom were wide open before him. After twenty-five years of exile and
alienation from his homeland, martyr Sayyid al-Hakim returned immediately after the
collapse of the Baathist regime in Iraq. He aimed at residing in the vicinity of the holy
shrines of his immaculate forefathers, living amongst the Iraqi people who were
severely tormented and persecuted, reconstructing all that was demolished by the

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 50 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.infidels and transgressors
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From the sacred minbar (i.e. pulpit) of the Congregational Friday Prayer, he delivered
sermons full of admonition and guidance to spread awareness among the faithful.
Thus, the people’s love for him augmented day by day. Unfortunately, this brilliant
lantern was extinguished by the harbingers of gloom who could not tolerate such
luminosity. They stretched forth their treacherous hands to end his life immediately

after he had finished his prayer on Friday beside the holy mausoleum of his
forefather, Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a). Sayyid al-Hakim embraced the great
victory of martyrdom after an extraordinary journey, full of strife. In truth, Sayyid al-
Hakim did not die, because martyrs are forever alive and provided sustenance from
their Lord. Although we can no longer see the person of Sayyid al-Hakim, he is

.present with us constantly illuminating our lives

,The Grand Ayatullah Sayyid al-Khamene'i said about Sayyid al-Hakim

This dear martyr was both a scholar and a warrior (for Islam). He challenged the“
oppressive regime of Saddam for many long years. When this sign of evil and
transgression collapsed, Sayyid al-Hakim acted as an invincible wall in the face of the
occupiers—the Americans and the English. He resisted ill-omened plans and prepared
for martyrdom in the long path of jihad to join the caravan of martyrs from the family

.” of al-Hakim along with other martyrs of knowledge and virtue in Iraq

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World Assembly, in co-operation with other foundations, held a
conference on the anniversary of the passing of this ‘martyr of the prayer-niche’
(shahid al-mihrab), Ayatullah Sayyid Muhammad Baqir al-Hakim, on the eighteenth of
Rajab, 1425 AH, in Tehran, the capital of the Islamic Republic of Iran. This conference

was attended by
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.a group of eminent Muslim scholars who delivered speeches for the occasion

The consequent activities of the Cultural Committee of this conference can be
:classified in two sections

:The first section: Reprinting a group of the writings of Sayyid al-Hakim, as follows

The two-volume book entitled, ‘dawr ahl al-bayt fi bina' al-jama`ah al-salihah’ ( 1)
(. (The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt in Building the Virtuous Community

The book entitled, ‘al-wihdah al-islamiyyah min manzur al-thaqalayn’ (Islamic ( 2)
Unity from the Perspective of the Two Weighty Things—i.e. the Holy Qur’an and the

((. Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

The book, ‘`Ulum al-Qur’an’ (Sciences of the Qur’an) in cooperation with the ( 3)
(. Assembly of Islamic Thought (Majma` al-Fikr al-Islami

The book entitled, ‘Tafsir Surat al-Hamd’ (Exegesis of the Opening Chapter) in ( 4)
.cooperation with the Assembly of Islamic Thought

The book, ‘al-Qasas al-Qur’ani’ (Narratives of the Qur’an) in cooperation with the ( 5)
International Center for Islamic Studies (al-Markaz al-`Alami li’l-Dirasat al-

(. Islamiyyah

The book entitled, ‘al-Ukhuwwah al-«maniyyah’ (Brotherhood-in-faith) in ( 6)
.cooperation with Dar al-Ghadir Foundation

The book, ‘Thawrat al-Husayn’ (The Revolution of Imam al-Husayn (‘a)) in ( 7)
.cooperation with Imam al-Husayn (‘a) Foundation

p: 18
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Second Section: Preparation and distribution of compact disks (CD’s) comprising

:Sayyid al-Hakim’s books, which will be offered at the conference. The CD will include

The life account of martyr Ayatullah Sayyid Muhammad Baqir al-Hakim by the ( 1)
Approximation of the Islamic Sects Assembly (majma` al-taqrib bayna al-madhahib

(al-islamiyyah

The book entitled, ‘al-Arba`ata `Ashara Manahija wa Ru’a’ (Fourteen Methods ( 2)
and Standpoints) by the Foundation for Printing the Writings and Works of Martyr

.Ayatullah al-Hakim, in cooperation with the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World Assembly

The book entitled, ‘Shuhada' al-`Ilm wa’l-Fa¤ilah fi’l-`Iraq’ (Martyrs of Knowledge ( 3)
and Virtue in Iraq) by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World Assembly. This book comprises the life
accounts of 120 Iraqi scholars who were martyred. It is presented in two languages—

.Arabic and Persian

A complete collection of Sayyid al-Hakim’s writings and works ( 4)

Finally, I express my deepest gratitude and appreciation to all the cultural and
executive offices that have extended aid in holding this conference and all their
esteemed representatives who have participated in the preparatory sessions and

.meetings for the conference

I pray that Almighty Allah lead all the adherents of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) to greater
success and include them all among the helpers of His Representative, the Patron of

.the Age, Imam al-Mahdi—may Allah hasten his relief

Muhammad Hasan Tashayyu` Cultural Assistant of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World

Assembly

p: 19
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Introduction

Point

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and all blessings be upon the Master of
.Prophets, Muhammad, and upon his Immaculate Household

Significance of the Ahl al-Bayt’s Thesis

The Ahl al-Bayt’s principles for building a virtuous community are seen as some of the
most important of all guidelines in the Islamic mission, since they cover all aspects of
human life—doctrinal, intellectual, cultural, historical, and social. This is because the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are the extension of Prophethood in the form of Imamate (divinely
commissioned leadership). They are also the ‘men of authority’ for whom obedience,
loyalty and love has been imposed upon all of us by Almighty Allah.(1) The Holy
Prophet (s) in his famous Tradition of Thaqalayn described the Holy Qur’an as the
‘major weighty thing’ and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) as the ‘other weighty thing’ that never

.forsakes the Holy Qur’an

Moreover, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are the most learned in the sciences of the Holy Qur’an
as they explain, elucidate, expound upon, unveil hidden points, and extract its

p: 21

This fact has been practically and theoretically explained with evidence in my first - - 1
(. book ‘al-Imāmah’ (The Divinely Commissioned Leadership
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treasures. They are also the bearers of the Holy Sunnah in all its details and examples.
They thus know the actual interpretations of Qur’anic verses and Prophetic sayings in

.their present and future contexts

They are also the most virtuous patterns of uprightness, patience, broad-
mindedness, and nobility of character. They tread the right course by inviting to the
path of Almighty Allah with wisdom and excellent preaching, practice true striving (i.e.
jihad) by sacrificing their souls and properties for Almighty Allah, and are always
ready to give up everything, be it precious or not, in the course of defending truth and

.justice and fighting oppression

On account of these characteristics, the Holy Qur’an has referred to the Ahl al-Bayt
:(‘a) thus

ارًیهِطْتَ مْکُرَِّهطَُیوَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  سَجِّْرلا  مُکُْنعَ  بَهِذُْیِل  هَُّللا  دُیرُِی  امََّنإِ 

Allah only desires to keep away impurity

.from you, O people of the House, and to purify you a (thorough) purifying

(33/33)

Because they undertook the burdens of their responsibilities in an extraordinary way,
responding to all objections and allegations with absolute nobility and integrity, the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) were documented, both in history and in the Muslim community, to

.have an effective and influential role that cannot be disregarded

Their splendid achievements in all fields of life—spiritual, political, scientific, and moral

—and their unrelenting support of Islam and Muslims in their encounters with
enemies within and without—including deviant rulers, hypocrites, political

opportunists, miscreants, heretics, deceivers, iniquitous scholars, Jews, Christians,
.and mischief-makers—are undeniable historical facts

p: 22
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Ahl al-Bayt (‘a): The Most Important Pillar

Such correlated aspects and features confirm the significance of this Islamic

philosophy and, at the same time, explain various references in traditions reported
from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) as well as other citations and assertions by the Holy Qur’an.
Such Qur’anic verses and traditions reveal the fact that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) stand for
one of the essential pillars on which Islam is founded if not the most important of all

.these pillars

This distinctive and special rank of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is a truth almost unanimously

agreed upon by all Muslims even though they have disagreed on many details
.concerning the profundity of this fact

In addition to many authentic and uninterruptedly transmitted traditions, this fact can
be plainly observed through the feelings of love, appreciation, submission, and loyalty
that all Muslims—except the Nawasib(1)—have for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), even though
biographies and historical events show that all the ruling dynasties were against their
political and spiritual influence. This fact alone acts as the strongest evidence on the
lucidity and intelligibility of their guidance. For many centuries, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
were continuously exposed to murder, banishment, and material and mental siege at
the hands of the Umayyad, `Abbasid, and Ottoman ruling authorities. It was expected
that such persecution would isolate, if not eradicate, both their school and them from
Islamic society. However, in spite of all the persecution faced by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a),

they have always

p: 23

Nawasib (pl. of Nasibi) are those who openly declare enmity to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) - - 1
and to their partisans. Addressing the Shi`ah, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) defined a Nasibi as

.one who shows enmity to the followers of the Holy Imams
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enjoyed a remarkable and sacred position among Muslims. Unmistakably, the one
and only reason for the perpetuation of their special position is nothing but the
divinely-supported fact that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) represent one of the roots of Islam,
and having been confirmed by both the Holy Qur’an and the Holy Sunnah, all Muslims

accept it. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) offered Islam and the Muslims illustrious services that
.have been preserved by history despite all opposing factors

Besides this, the inclination of Muslims toward the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) explains the large
number of theses, books, and writings written by Muslim scholars of various sects
that deal with the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). In addition to these works, Muslim scholars of
various sects have openly confessed this fact in the major reference books of Muslim
jurisprudence (fiqh), exegesis of the Holy Qur’an (tafsir), traditions (Hadith), and
history as well as other fields of knowledge. The books that contain this reality are too

.many to mention in a single volume

This historical phenomenon (of the unanimity of all Muslims recognizing the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) to be the most virtuous exemplars in the Muslim society throughout history)
cannot be explained except on the basis of the creed that the Twelver (ithna-
`ashariyyah) Shi`ah believe about the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). This creed entails that the
leadership of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is the ‘fundamental pillar’ on which Islam and the
final Divine Message rests, which Almighty Allah has promised to protect and

.maintain

Thus, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) represent the natural extension and continuity of the Divine
Message although such extension has not been described as prophethood, since the

(: Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said to Imam `Ali (‘a

p: 24
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هَِلزِْنمَِب یِّنِم  تَْنأَ 

.يدِْعَب َّیِبَن  هَُّنأَ لاَ  َّلاإ  یسَوُم  نِْم  نَورُاهَ 

Your position to me is the same as the position of (Prophet) Aaron (‘a) to (Prophet)
.Moses (‘a) except that no Prophet will come after me

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are thus the interpreters of the Holy Qur’an and bearers of the
Prophetic Traditions in all their details. They are also an extension of divinely
commanded responsibility because they are the true guides, the manifestations of
piety, the couriers of the message of the Holy Messenger (s) and the authorities after

.him

Just as this final Divine Message is predestined to live and perpetuate, so also will the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) necessarily continue to live and perpetuate in order to influence the
Muslim community—a fact that cannot be denied by any researcher no matter how

.unreasonable be his contention and refusal to face facts

Actuality of the Ahl al-Bayt’s Role

An important question needs to be answered in this regard: What role did the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) play in the lives of Muslims that caused them to obtain such an enviable

?position in the Islamic mission and in the spiritual and social lives of Muslims

(: In answer, it is necessary to mention two major roles of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

First: They played the role of vicegerency (wilayah) and representation of the Holy
.Prophet (s) after his departure

Second: They played the role of intellectual and religious authorities as regards
.understanding the Divine Message and all its details

The majority of theses and studies that have dealt with this subject matter have, in
one way or another, concentrated on
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these two major issues. However, to restrict the role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) to these
two major issues—not denying their great significance from a hypothetical aspect
and from the general view of the Islamic mission—creates a substantial problem from
the external, practical aspect. This problem restricts this ‘most important pillar’ of
Islam to an academic role minus a political one. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) were sidelined and
not allowed to perform their divinely ordained duties, such as undertaking the role of
the Holy Prophet’s vicegerency and representation, except for the few years of
political rule of Imam `Ali and Imam al-Hasan (‘a). Similarly, the role of the Ahl al-Bayt
as intellectual and religious authorities has not been internalized by all Muslims except
in an extremely limited way. Only the Twelver Imamiyyah follow their teachings and

.guidance as was meant to be

Compounding this problem is the fact that the majority of studies that have dealt with
these two major matters have paid no attention to the vital role that such vicegerency
and authority would have played in the infancy of the Islamic society. Neither have
they pointed out the relationship between this vicegerency and authority, the divine
message of Islam and other divine religions and their sacred goals. It is essential to
mention the fact that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) themselves, through sayings and traditions,

.always brought to the fore the significance of this vital role and relationship

(Development of Studies about the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

In order to explain the status of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in the Islamic philosophy, we are in
urgent need of a ‘special approach’ in our research and study of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a).
We need to reveal and explain all the aspects of their role in building the Islamic state,

and highlight the relationship
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.between these aspects and Islamic philosophy

It seems essential to refer to a number of aspects that need to be included in these
:studies

First: These studies need to explain the purpose behind establishing the concept of
leadership in the message of Islam and the consequent role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a).
The principle of Islam, being the seal of all divine religions, should be explained and
supported with evidence that shows this religion has successfully demonstrated all

.principles and goals in a practical way, be they specific or general

Second: These studies need to explicate the correlation between this most important

pillar and the other pillars to reveal the perfection of the pillars of Islam, and the
.harmony of its structure, goals, and success

Third: These studies need to clarify the correlation between the distinctive doctrinal
and intellectual premises of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School which lead to an understanding
of Islam—an understanding that is based on the concept of the divinely

commissioned leadership (i.e. Imamate) of the Holy Imams (‘a) and their vital role in
.the lives of Muslims

For instance, such advanced studies are expected to demonstrate the correlation
between Imamate and `ismah (inerrancy of the Holy Infallibles(1)), taqiyyah (pious
dissimulation), shafa`ah (right of intercession), ta’wil (interpretation of the sacred
texts), bada' (conversion of a judgment due to a change in the prevailing interests),

(. khumus (the one-fifth tax in profits), and zawaj al-mut`ah (temporary marriage

p: 27
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They must also answer the question of whether controversy among Muslim schools
of thought is purely doctrinal and jurisprudential (that is, dependent upon the
understanding of each school regarding a certain statute) or there is an apposite
correlation between such issues and the original Islamic philosophy, which has

.resulted in dividing the Muslim community

Fourth: These studies need to shed light on the theoretical and practical correlation
between the multifaceted situations, activities, and aspects that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
undertook in the various ages of the Islamic community in the interest of the supreme

goals of Islam. Although it is an undeniable fact, we must suppose that the Holy
Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), as interpreters of the Divine conception and pattern of
the final Divine Message, possess a cohesive perspective of ideas, events, and social
facts (i.e. actual interests and risks). Hence, they have been just like the prophets who
would agree with each other in perspectives, words, deeds, and situations if they

.were to live in the same age

However, from one time to another, we stumble upon an obvious dissimilarity in the
forms of these situations. At other times, we notice such dissimilarity even in words,
behavior, course, and method—the same thing that can be noticed in the Holy Qur’an
regarding the prophets themselves. Such being the case, we have to find a convincing
answer to the following question: What is the common factor that can be inferred
from the words, deeds, situations, and behavior of those divinely appointed

?individuals, on the basis of which all such dissimilarities are justified reasonably

Undoubtedly, the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and the efforts of the scholars
.following them can together form a vital heritage to sustain such advanced studies

p: 28
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One of the most important efforts for widening the scope of studies about the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) are those of the great Muslim thinker and martyr, Sayyid Muhammad Baqir
al-Sadr—may Allah be pleased with him—who inaugurated involvement in such
studies through his writings and lectures. Unfortunately, his work could not be
completed in quantity and quality because of his assassination by the ruling

(authorities of the Baathist regime in Iraq.(1

Such research requires extensive preliminary studies that institute an extensive
encyclopedia on the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). Moreover, it must analytically dissect “the
intellectual, historical, ethical, and doctrinal heritage” inherited from the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) and found in the reference books of Hadith (reported traditions), tafsir (exegesis
of the Holy Qur’an), ethics, du`a' (supplications), and ziyarah (prescribed verses

(. addressed to holy persons while visiting their shrines or from a distance

Studies in the fundamentals of Muslim jurisprudence (i.e. usul al-fiqh) are advanced,
and there is tangible progression in the fields of fiqh (Muslim jurisprudence), usul al-
fiqh, `ilm al-rijal (science of the biographies of narrators), and tafsir. However, studies
in the heritage of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) with respect to these fields are stagnant and

inactive. In plain

p: 29

In 1980, the ruling regime of Saddam murdered Sayyid Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr - - 1
and his virtuous sister, Bint al-Huda, whom were found guilty of nothing except
steadfastness on their principles. This was not Saddam’s first crime. He murdered

thousands of true virtuous believers in a wide-ranging scheme aimed at eradicating
the Islamic existence in Iraq. This scheme continued for more than seventeen years.
(Translator’s comment: In fact, Saddam’s crimes against the Islamic tendency in Iraq

.( did not stop until the collapse of his dictatorial regime in 2003
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words, studies in this field remain unattended as compared to studies in the other
.fields of Islamic sciences

Without such development, all theoretical research in this field will rest upon the raw
material available, which suffers from an intermixture of the authentic and the
unauthentic, the conditional and the unconditional, the general and the specific, the
decisive and the allegorical, etc. Likewise, studies in this field will depend upon the
classic scientific results arrived at by past scholars. In point of fact, these results,
though of great importance and scientific value, are intuitive, since they were
deduced under certain circumstances and with partial perspectives. Hence, what is
required is that a research-oriented group of scholars, since it cannot be done by one
person, undertakes this essential work by resuming studies in the heritage of the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) to establish a general concept in this regard, acceptable to all schools of

.thought

(Prospects for Research on Heritage of Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

In the face of all such scientific and objective difficulties, I found myself, a few years
ago, engaged in a simple attempt to write about this theoretical aspect. In the
international foundational conference of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World Assembly, I wrote
an essay expressing an attempt to put forth some of the general concepts of this
theory. I received some encouragement—that I do appreciate—from some

.participants

Correspondingly, I believed that the most important step in this regard was to take
the initiative and carry on presenting this theoretical aspect with the hope that it (i.e.
the theoretical aspect) would perhaps reach the hands and minds of other

.researchers and scholars

Such preoccupation was completely different from, if not
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contrary to, engaging in cultural and intellectual activities, and I had to stay away
from the centers of scientific activities; namely, the Hawzah, and from its ambience

and services provided therein. In spite of all this, I tried my best to review and analyze
my work. By doing so, a number of points that represent major items necessary for

:this research surfaced

Presentation of the theoretical and

practical existence of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in the final Divine Mission

(which would emphasize the shared aspects of the Holy Imams (‘a

Presentation and explanation of the

situations of each Imam during his own age and presentation of the principles

applied by him to every situation as being always in keeping with the main

goals of Islam. This also required a classification of the history of the

Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) into distinct phases and stages with all their peculiarities

.clarified

,Spelling out the intellectual

doctrinal, and legal issues by which the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School is

characterized and the relationship between these issues and the Islamic

theory as interpreted by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). It is worth mentioning that

our scholars have fully researched the theological and jurisprudential

.aspects in the study of these issues

Chronological documentation of the efforts of the Ahl al-Bayt’s followers after the
occultation of Imam al-Mahdi—may Allah hasten his advent—along with major stages

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 66 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


that have been accomplished and their roles in undertaking this huge responsibility.
’. This will be the study of ‘The Virtuous Referential Religious Authority
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The Ahl al-Bayt’s Role in Islamic Life

I have also observed that the first study, being the key and the major work, requires
covering a number of theoretical and practical researches so significant that each of
them requires an independent book. The goals of the thesis on the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) can

:however be summarized in the following points

Establishing the (divine) proof and witnessing the human response ( 1)

Divine vicegerency; that is, the general religious management or the leadership of ( 2)
the Islamic government

Intellectual and religious authority of Muslims ( 3)

Embodiment of perfection for the individual and the entire society ( 4)

Defense of Islam, which includes defense of the Islamic doctrine and political entity ( 5)

Defense of the Muslim community (terminologically, ummah) and the maintenance ( 6)
of its existence, characteristics, and unity

Building a virtuous community and distinctive individuals who can undertake its ( 7)
responsibilities

Before thrashing out these points, there is in fact need for shedding light on and
explaining the conception of the divine Imamate (leadership) of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in
the light of the Islamic mission. This Imamate is the center around which all other
roles and missions revolve. There is another need to demonstrate why this

.phenomenon is exclusively found in the Islamic mission

Without a doubt, to work on all these disciplines requires
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.much time, appropriate devotion, and availability of a number of suitable assistants

Despite the difficulties, I found myself diving into this virtuous work; therefore, I put
all my trust in Almighty Allah and sought His help as I betook myself to Him with pure
intention and sincerity in the hope that He would guide me to what is right in this

:respect, as He has promised, saying

ارًدْقَ ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُِل  هَُّللا  لَعَجَ  دْقَ  هِرِْمأَ  غُِلاَب  هََّللا  َّنإِ  هُُبسْحَ  وَهُفَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  لَّْکوَتَیَ  نْمَوَ 

And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, He will suffice him. Lo! Allah brings His command

(to pass. Allah has set a measure for all things. (65/3

I have also found myself beginning by writing about the seventh goal, namely the
building of a virtuous community. The reason for selecting this topic to begin with
might have resulted from my feeling that there is a tangible need for the existence of
a perfect notion of a virtuous community in theory and practice, which can provide an
actual pattern for those who are engaged in the fields of political and social activities

.to take as an example and follow

This study, I feel, would fill a gap found in the curricula of religious studies. It would
also have efficacy for religious preachers and missionaries as well as faithful
educated individuals in Islamic homelands and in countries of emigration, where such
people cannot easily obtain the sources to acquaint themselves with the details of this

.concept

Nowadays, our Islamic world is witnessing great progress in Islamic seminaries,
propagational activities, general education of Islam, and emigration to the Western

countries. This book will thus present to people involved in these activities greatly
needed general information about Islam for their discourses, i.e., knowledge about

-the Ahl al
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.Bayt (‘a) and guiding concepts for the foundation of a virtuous community

More than all else, I personally believe that we are in urgent need of presenting the
actual, external pattern of a virtuous community through the existence and
application of which Islamic theory can be actualized and not remain in the

.hypothetical arena in the midst of this self-seeking world

Some Difficulties

Prior to the writing of this book, I composed in my mind the general concept I would
discuss. I then started writing and encountered a number of difficulties, two of which

:are mentioned as follows

The First Difficulty was time: It was difficult to find enough time to write the book;
therefore, I had to use a portion of the time I had dedicated to other work. In view of
this, on occasion, I had to interrupt the writing of a particular idea for a period of
several months and even a whole year; therefore, when I came back to writing, I was
forced to begin certain ideas over again, especially taking into consideration the
theoretical nature of the work. At other times, I had to stop citing the references of
the texts to save time, which caused problems in the preparatory stages of printing
the book due to additional effort required for excerpting the unreferenced texts,
which was done by some brothers working in the Risalat al-Thaqalayn Magazine
issued by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World Assembly. Seizing this opportunity, I do appreciate

.and thank all such efforts

The Second Difficulty was that this research essentially depended upon raw
materials, such as traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), historical and

jurisprudential
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texts, and the biographies of reporters. All such material requires revision,
comprehension, examination of the trustworthiness of reporters, and then

comparison with each other to deduce the theory. Of course, all these efforts were
time-consuming. Owing to the existence of encyclopedias of traditions and reference
books of biographies compiled by our scholars—may Allah endue them with the best

.rewards—I was able to inch ahead

As I realized that this method was neither adequate nor effective, I resorted to the
method of delivering lectures, albeit in an interrupted manner, and then making

corrections and referring details to their sources. It is true that this method is not as
accurate as writing, but it can be useful in enkindling additional ideas and maintaining

.the origins of others

Arrangement of the Books

:In this book, I have observed the following steps

The book has seven sections, each of which comprises independent chapters and
sub-chapters. The sixth and seventh sections of the book comprise more sub-

.chapters

The first section of the book is composed of two chapters: “goals” and

.” “characteristics

The second section, which deals with “the principles and foundations of building a
virtuous community”, is composed of chapters discussing the “intellectual”, “ethical”,
“cultural”, “spiritual-mental” and “politico-social” principles and foundations,

.respectively

The third section, which deals with “the general system of community”, is composed

of chapters about “the referential religious authority”, “the identity of the virtuous
community”, “the nation’s relationship with the religious
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”. authority” and “the internal and external relations

The fourth section, which deals with “the security system of the virtuous community”,
”. is composed of two chapters: “security lines” and “security policies

The fifth section, which deals with “the economic system of the virtuous community”,
is composed of chapters about “general laws of economics”, “private laws of

”. economics” and “economic activities

The sixth section, which deals with “the system of social relations of the virtuous
community”, has two parts: “dimensions and foundations of the theory” and
“superstructure of the theory”. The first part is further divided into two chapters:
“aspects of the theory” and “foundations of the theory”. The second part is composed

of two chapters: “superstructure and features of the theory” and “superstructure and
”. foundations

The seventh section, which deals with “rituals and acts of worship”, is the largest
among these sections. It is composed of two parts: “rituals” and “acts of worship”. The
first part is made up of three chapters: “rituals of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)”, “devotional acts
for days and nights” and “mosques and holy places”. The second part is also made of
chapters all of which deal with “timed acts of worship” and “untimed acts of worship”.
The chapters of “timed acts of worship” are four: “daily acts of worship”, “weekly acts
of worship”, “monthly acts of worship” and “yearly acts of worship”. The chapters of
“untimed acts of worship” include “prayers”, “fasting”, “supplication”, “dhikr” and

”. “jihad

On many occasions, these sections, chapters, and sub-chapters include preambles

intended to introduce the topic and present its significance or epilogues that comprise

conclusions or summaries of the ideas according to the
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.impact of the topic, the extent of research, or other needs for such epilogues

Perhaps, this order of sections and chapters might seem odd at first because it does
not correspond with the usual order followed in books on similar topics. In addition,
the titles of some sections and chapters may seem unprecedented. Yet, the
unfamiliar nature will definitely vanish when the book is read, especially when the

.points mentioned are taken into careful consideration

Second, the main purpose of this book is to manifest the practical role of the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) in the formation and construction of a virtuous community and the
establishment of a theory about this topic, followed by a demonstration of the

.features and details of such a virtuous community

This matter will be helpful for the virtuous community as well as all other Muslims who
seek the truth in order to commit themselves to it. Likewise, it will also be beneficial

.for all truth-seeking researchers

Third, after demonstrating this theory, the book will attend to and concentrate on the
distinctive features of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School, without delving into common points
that explain and mention details of causes and effects. Rather, a swift reference will
be made to such points which, though very important at times, have been discussed in
detail in general researches of Muslim scholars; therefore, as they can easily be
obtained from other sources and would take this book away from its specific goal,

.only a quick reference is necessary

Fourth, special attention has been devoted to the inference of the features of this
theory from primary references (namely, the Holy Qur’an, the Holy Sunnah, and the
authoritative texts reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) regarding the reporting,

explanation, and elucidation of the
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Holy Sunnah). In addition to these, the Ahl al-Bayt’s reported texts that interpret the
details of the policies, courses, methods, and situations appertaining to this theory

.have been mentioned

Fifth, because the inference of this theory involves accurate ijtihad(1) dependent upon
sources and precise principles of ijtihad, I have committed myself to the scholarly
deduction of the fundamentals of this theory, as well as its major and central ideas, by
relying upon the authoritative texts or the deductive opinions that are familiar in the
milieus of Shi`ite scholars, in order that my ascription of such ideas and notions to the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their group would be as accurate as possible. Moreover, I have

.referred to examples and texts supporting this ijtihad

As for the details, I have exerted all possible efforts in

p: 38

In Islamic terminology, the word ijtihad is a polysemous term. Lexically, it means - - 1
the exertion of efforts in the attainment of a matter. In the initial emergence of
ijtihad, it took the meaning of dependence upon personal views and issuance of
personal judgments in religious issues even if this would violate the sources of the
Islamic laws since such judgment would agree with private or public interests. In the
Sunni jurisprudence, ijtihad signifies the independent or original interpretation of
problems not precisely covered by the Holy Qur’an, the Holy Sunnah, and the other
sources of Islamic law from the viewpoint of Sunni scholars, such as analogy (Qiyas),
consensus (Ijma`), etc. In Shi`ite jurisprudence, ijtihad signifies the exertion of all
possible efforts in the deduction of the religious laws from their original sources. To
sum up, the concept of ijtihad in the Sunni doctrine is different from the Shi`ite
concept. While it stands for a personal conclusion in Sunni doctrine, it has its definite
principles and fundamentals that cannot be contravened and are based upon divine
texts in the Shi`ite doctrine. The latter is the denotation that is meant from the word

[ijtihad in this book. [translator
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relying upon authenticated texts and common texts that can be trusted as authentic,
except in some secondary points that do not affect the original sense of the theory;
rather, they clarify and explain it. In view of this, it becomes possible to justify the
reference to some reported texts of similar purport or indicate the pluralism or

.acceptability of such texts

Originally, I rested upon the general jurisprudential ‘Rule of Condescendence in
Evidence on Religious Traditions’ (1) in my reference to the details of the

recommended acts, especially rituals and devotional acts. This is because such details
would clarify the theory and its dimensions and prove my painstaking attempts to
mention the authenticity and authoritativeness of the traditions when it is appropriate

.to confirm an idea

At the same time, I have tried to exclude peculiar ideas that are not found in
.authoritative sources

As a final point, I would like to emphasize that this book represents an initial attempt.
Such iniatial attempts are often associated with errors, flaws, and defects. I therefore
beseech Almighty Allah to forgive me for such flaws, to accept my humble work, and
to grant success to complete this project. I also beseech Him to make this work
admitted and approved by Him, His Holy Prophet (s), the Immaculate Imams (‘a), and
especially our master and leader, the Patron of the Age, Imam al-Mahdi—may Allah

.expedite his advent

p: 39

The ‘Rule of Condescendence in Evidence on Religious Traditions’ (al-tasamuh fi - - 1
addilat al-sunan) is a jurisprudential principle entailing inclusion of a certain state
within a common ruling even if this state has not been proven to belong to it.

[[translator
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I also hope that readers and researchers would kindly highlight flaws and inform me

.about them through their valuable communications so that they may be rectified

.Finally, Almighty Allah is the Source of all success, guidance, and acceptance

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and peace and blessings be upon
.Muhammad and upon his Household—the immaculate and infallible

فُعْاوَ هِِب  انََل  هَقَاطَ  اَل  امَ  انَْلِّمحَُت  اَلوَ  انََّبرَ  انَِلْبقَ  نِْم  نَیذَِّلا  یلَعَ  هُتَْلمَحَ  امَکَ  ارًصْإِ  انَْیلَعَ  لْمِحْتَ  اَلوَ  انََّبرَ  اَنأْطَخْأَ  وْأَ  انَیسـَِن  نْإِ  اَنذْخِاؤَُت  اَل  انََّبرَ 
نَیرِِفاکَْلا مِوْقَْلا  یلَعَ  اَنرْصُْنافَ  اَناَلوْمَ  تَْنأَ  انَمْحَرْاوَ  انََل  رْفِغْاوَ  اَّنعَ 

Our

Lord: Do not punish us if we forget or make a mistake. Our Lord: Do not lay

on us a burden as You did lay on those before us. Our Lord: Do not impose

upon us that which we have not the strength to bear; and pardon us, grant us

protection, and have mercy on us. You are our Patron; so, help us against the

(unbelieving people. (2/286

.Muhammad Baqir al-Hakim Dhu’l-Qa`dah 14, AH 1417
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Book One: Goals And Characteristics

Point

Chapter One: Goals of the Virtuous Community

Chapter Two: Characteristics of the Virtuous Community
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Preamble

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) worked in the Muslim community within two major frameworks

:and in two interlaced spheres

First: They worked amidst the wide-ranging domain of Muslims and interacted with
the community in general and in its broad extremities. Within this scope, the
adherents and believers in the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) were not distinguishable from the other
individuals of the Muslim community except by the amount of their doctrinal, spiritual,
and emotional attachment to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). This was demonstrated by their
doctrinal and political loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) as well as moral commitment and

.obedience to their commands and instructions

Second: They worked privately with special Muslim individuals who interacted with the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) at a higher level and believed in the Ahl al-Bayt’s special role in Islamic

ideology based on the principle of Imamate (i.e. leadership of the Muslim community)
(. and the divinely commissioned successorship of the Holy Prophet (s

It is important to note that those involved in the second circle became a virtuous
community of special identity and a righteous entity enjoying its own features and
known in the Muslim milieus as ‘the Shi`ah (adherents) of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)’. They
were not differentiated from the Muslims of the first wider circle solely due to their

inclination towards the movement of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). Rather, the
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individuals of this special circle were promoted on account of the responsibilities and
instructions directly placed upon them by the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a),

.whose purpose beyond such promotion was to engender this community and entity

To sum up, this entity, the Shi`ah of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), did not exist arbitrarily. Such
faithful individuals were the outcome of a purposeful and focused plan designed by

.the Holy Imams (‘a) to build this virtuous community

The Holy Imams (‘a) had realized that their general goals, one of which was to defend
the entity of Islam and to safeguard the existence of the Muslim nation, would not be
achieved if they directed their efforts to the totality of Muslims represented by the
first circle. The achievement of this goal, along with its various aspects, depended
upon the features of perpetual cognizance, continuous emotional momentum, and

.presence of a leader who could undertake the mission of enlightenment

We thus observe that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), from the beginning, in addition to
undertaking their general responsibilities entrusted to them by Almighty Allah, used to
pay special attention to activity within the private circle. For instance, the Holy
Prophet (s) took an extraordinary interest in this aspect; he, therefore, founded the
practice of following Imam `Ali (namely, tashayyu`) and promoted it as an ideological
and political line that came into existence during his lifetime and under his supervision.
Not stopping here, the Holy Prophet (s) directed an elite group of his companions

towards this line, causing them to be the virtuous seed of Shi`ism.(1) In addition,
(Imam `Ali (‘a

p: 44
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himself undertook this mission when he built a virtuous community in the holy city of
al-Madinah. Thereafter, he expanded this group in al-Kufah through the agency of
Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman, Salman al-Farisi (the Persian), and `Ammar ibn Yasir, and in
Lebanon through the agency of Abu-Dharr al-Ghifari, and in the Yemen during the
period that he spent there as governor. The same thing can be said about other cities,

.such as Egypt and al-Basrah

More light will be shed on this topic later in this book when we present the features of
(. the process of building a virtuous community as led by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a
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Chapter One: Goals Of Building The Virtuous Community

Point

The fundamental objectives of building a virtuous community are generally the same

previously mentioned objectives of the Holy Imams (‘a). These objectives can be
:summarized in the following points

Establish Proof (of Almighty Allah) for the people ( 1)

Lead the Islamic experiment in theory and practice ( 2)

Establish ideological and religious authority over Muslims ( 3)

Defend Islam and its doctrines ( 4)

Guard the political existence of Islam by preserving its Islamic government, society ( 5)
and every individual entity

Play the role of excellent exemplars ( 6)

In the upcoming details regarding building a virtuous community many features of
these goals will manifest themselves. However, we have to refer to the following

:points in order to make the manifestation of these features more feasible
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Contribution to the Islamic Leadership

Point

(Assuming the Islamic Government)

Without doubt, one of the major objectives of the existence of the Holy Imams (‘a)
and their presentation of a thesis within the framework of the divine message of
Islam is to lead the Islamic mission and take it to a high level of perfection. The Divine
planning for the Final Message necessitated the attainment of a level of perfection
compatible with its wide-ranging scope during which rule would be assumed by the
Twelve Imams (‘a)—a period of about three centuries, at least, if we take into

(. consideration the lowest estimate of the natural age of each of the Holy Imams (‘a

It is also possible to presume that such perfection would cover all aspects of life,
including mental, scientific, ethical, governmental, relational, organizational, and
financial aspects (economic growth, social security and liability), along with military

forces and promulgation of Islam and Islamic culture all over the world. Features
would also cover other aspects of human life such that they would, practically and in

:actuality, be examples of Almighty Allah’s Word in the Holy Qur’an

نَوکُرِشْمُْلا هَرِکَ  وَْلوَ  هِِّلکُ  نِیِّدلا  یلَعَ  هُرَهِظُْیِل  ِّقحَْلا  نِیدِوَ  يدَهُْلاِب  هَُلوسُرَ  لَسَرْأَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُ 

He it is

Who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth, that He might

.cause it to prevail over all religions, though the polytheists may be averse

(9:33)
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Unfortunately, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) were driven away from playing this vital role due to
the deviation of people from the right path, improper choices, misjudgments, and
dependence upon personal interests in all fields, especially politics. As a result,
Muslims in particular and all human beings in general have had to experience
restricted progress, frustration, and adverse conditions. The one and only party
responsible for such consequences is man alone. Human beings are also the parties
responsible for all other disappointments and obstacles throughout the history of
humanity, beginning the moment Almighty Allah created Adam and chose for him a
wife to live with him in Paradise up to the missions of the prophets (‘a), when they
failed to respond to the divine missions. Referring to this fact, the Holy Qur’an

:declares

امَوَ هِیِف  اوـفُلَتَخْا  امـَیِف  سِاَّنلا  نَْیَب  مَکُحْیَِل  ِّقحَْلاِـب  بَاتـَکِْلا  مُهُعَمَ  لَزَْنأَوَ  نَیرِذِْـنُموَ  نَیرِِّشبَُم  نَـیِّیِبَّنلا  هَُّللا  ثَعـَبَفَ  هًدَحـِاوَ  هًَّمأُ  سُاَّنلا  نَاکـَ 
يدِهْیَ هَُّللاوَ  هِِنذْإِِب  ِّقحَْلا  نَِم  هِیِف  اوفُلَتَخْا  امَِل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  يدَهَفَ  مْهُنَْیَب  ایًْغَب  تُانَِّیبَْلا  مُهُْتءَاجَ  امَ  دِْـعَب  نِْم  هُوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّلإِ  هِیِف  فَلَتَخْا 

مٍیقِتَسُْم طٍارَصِ  یَلإِ  ءُاشَیَ  نْمَ 

All people were a single nation; so, Allah raised prophets as bearers of good

news and as warners and revealed with them the Book with the truth that it

might judge between people in that in which they differed. But those to whom

the Scripture was given, after clear arguments had come to them, differed among

themselves. Therefore, Allah has guided by His will those who believe the

truth about which they differed. Allah guides whom He pleases to the right

(path. (2/213

p: 49
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The Holy Imams (‘a), however, attempted to return the situation to its proper form.
Hence, after being driven away from their mission immediately after the demise of
the Holy Prophet (s), they planned to reassume the mission of guiding to Islam.
Building a virtuous community was one of their plans, because it would play a

.significant role in their contribution to the Islamic leadership

This fact can be obviously noticed through a survey of the period in which the first
three Imams—namely Imam `Ali, Imam Hasan, and Imam Husayn (‘a)(1)—lived.
These Imams attempted to assume the leadership of the Muslim community through

.their political discourses with the Muslim community

In point of fact, Imam `Ali (‘a) did hold the leadership, but this did not last for a long
period during Imam Hasan’s lifetime. After that, Muslims hoped that the leadership
would return to the status quo when Imam Husayn (‘a) held it; therefore, they asked

.him to undertake the mission that resulted in the horrible tragedy of Karbala

There is no doubt that Imam `Ali (‘a) raised and educated an elite group of people and
built up their spiritual and organizational posture so firmly that they fought under his
pennon and offered great sacrifices for the sake of Islam to substantiate the ideals

(and values to which the Imam (‘a

p: 50

Undoubtedly, Imam al-Husayn (‘a) knew that he would not be able to maintain - - 1
political leadership of the Muslim nation; nevertheless, his declared goal and political
speeches and activities were all devoted to retaining political leadership. This was, in
fact, required as his religious and humanitarian duty vis-à-vis the circumstances,
although the actual purpose behind Imam Husayn's movement was to achieve other
matters, which we will mention in a later chapter dedicated to discussing the history

(. and attitudes of the Holy Imams (‘a
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.had called

Similarly, Imam Hasan (‘a) was able to preserve the same group by specifying their
.safety as one of the conditions of his peace truce with Mu‘awiyah

As a result, this elite group was able to play a pioneering role during the age of Imam

Husayn (‘a) when they were able to break through the stagnant states of
acquiescence to the Umayyad regime under whose shadows the Muslim nation then
lived. They were also able to promulgate the objective of the movement of Imam

Husayn (‘a) whose slogan was to overthrow the Umayyad ruling regime and prepare
a platform on which his uprising could achieve its widest range in the milieu of the
Muslim nation, leaving an endless influence on the course of Muslim history. In fact,
most of these goals, including the eventual collapse of the Umayyad dynasty, were

.achieved

As regards the period of the first three Imams (‘a), we can maintain that the leading
and most important objective of building a virtuous community during that period was
to contribute to the process of guiding others to Islam—an objective corresponding to
the activities of the Holy Imams (‘a) in the field of preserving the Muslim nation. The
first procedure in this process was installing a genuinely Islamic government both
externally, which was actually achieved by Imam `Ali and Imam Hasan (‘a), though
for a short period, and theoretically. Working towards installing an Islamic

government theoretically, the Holy Imams (‘a) were able to create in the Muslim
nation a trend demanding the installation of such a genuinely Islamic government and
forming a pressure group that could correct the course of the Muslim governments

.throughout history

p: 51
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The Role of the Elite during the Reign of the First Three Caliphs

As has been previously discussed, this specially chosen group, which represented the
virtuous community built by the Holy Imams (‘a) and demanded that the political and
religious leadership be entrusted to Imam `Ali (‘a), played a considerable role in
guiding the Muslim public during the reign of the second Caliph, `Umar ibn al-
Kha(1)ab. However, `Umar ibn al-Kha(2)ab determined that the choice of the
leadership following himself would be restricted to six persons through the so-called
principle of shura (consultation) and that the final decision would be at the discretion
of `Abd al-Rahman ibn `Awf in the case that these six persons disputed the
nomination of one among two. This was in fact an organized attempt to absorb the

.pressure of the demands of the virtuous community

Despite this attempt, pressure by the masses forced `Abd al-Rahman ibn `Awf to
select Imam `Ali (‘a) and call upon him to hold the leadership of the Muslim nation.
However, `Abd al-Rahman specified a condition, knowing that Imam ‘Ali (‘a) would
certainly reject it, that Imam ‘Ali (‘a) must conform to the conduct of the two previous

(caliphs in addition to the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah.(3

The activity of this pressure group became more obvious when the sedition of
.`Uthman’s assassination took place

p: 52

-1
-2

In specifying this condition, `Abd al-Rahman ibn `Awf established a new principle - - 3
in the Muslim community by which the conduct of Abu-Bakr and `Umar were raised to
a level of sacredness similar to that of the Holy Prophet (s). Of course, Imam ‘Ali (‘a)
would never accept such a stipulation. Neither the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) nor the elite, who
believed in the divinely commissioned leadership of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), accepted the

.condition
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Immediately, the masses hurried to swear allegiance to Imam `Ali (‘a) in an
unprecedented way. This fact is one of the distinctive features of Imam `Ali’s
leadership for which he excelled all other caliphs who preceded and followed him. The
allegiance to Abu-Bakr, on the other hand, was made at a limited meeting held in the
court of Banu-Sa`idah (saqifah) where attending Muslims disagreed about the issue

.and many distinguished Muslim personalities were absent

As for `Umar ibn al-Kha(1)ab, he was given the oath of fealty because Abu-Bakr
nominated him as the next caliph and because of the Muslims’ silence regarding this
nomination after Abu-Bakr rejected the objections of some Muslim personalities, such

.as Talhah

Uthman ibn `Affan was declared the caliph of Muslims as a result of the`
(aforementioned restricted so-called shura.(2

As for the rulers who came after Imam `Ali (‘a), all of them held the authority of the
Muslim nation through nomination of the previous caliphs, inheritance, power, and
suppression of the masses. It is an undeniable fact that the true role of shura was

(. totally erased from political life after the demise of the Holy Prophet (ṣ

The Role of the Elite during Imam ‘Alī’s Reign

The elite believers played a distinct role during the conflicts that Imam `Ali (‘a) had to
encounter against his rivals `A’ishah, Talhah, Zubayr, and the Umayyads, headed by
Mu`awiyah. In these conflicts, Imam `Ali (‘a) demonstrated the importance of

‘maintaining Islamic

p: 53

-1
Ma`alim al-Madrasatayn, 1:477-484, as quoted from Ibn Abi’l-Hadid’s Sharh Nahj - - 2

.al-Balaghah 4:8-9
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principles and values’ against the notion of ‘temporary benefits and tangible gains’
adopted by the Imam’s rivals. Unquestionably, Imam `Ali (‘a)–due to the emotional

and historical circumstances of that period–could not have continued in this conflict
nor achieved relative success without the existence of an elite group such as the one

.that he had built in the milieu of the Muslim nation

Examples of Notable Men

:Imam `Ali’s efforts in building a virtuous community resulted in role models like

Malik al-Ashtar ( 1)

Hashim al-Mirqal ( 2)

Muhammad ibn Abi-Bakr ( 3)

Qays ibn Sa`d ibn `Abadah ( 4)

Hijr ibn `Adi ( 5)

Sa`sa`ah ibn Sawhan ( 6)

Zayd ibn Sawhan ( 7)

Uways al-Qirani ( 8)

Sulayman ibn Surad al-Khuza`i ( 9)

Abu’l-Aswad al-Du’ali ( 10)

Abdullah ibn Talhah ( ` 11)

Abdullah ibn Ja`far ( ` 12)

Khabbab ibn al-Aratt ( 13)

Abdullah ibn Khabbab ibn al-Aratt ( ` 14)
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Adi ibn Hatam al-Ta’i ( ` 15)

Aqil ibn Abi-Talib ( ` 16)

Amr ibn al-Hamq al-Khuza`i ( ` 17)

Qanbar, the manumitted slave of Imam `Ali ( 18)

Muhammad ibn Abi-Hudhayfah ( 19)

p: 54
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(Khuzaymah ibn Thabit al-Ansari (dhu’l-shahadatayn ( 20)

Al-Asbagh ibn Nubatah ( 21)

Maytham al-Tammar ( 22)

Kumayl ibn Ziyad ( 23)

Al-Harith al-Hamdani ( 24)

Rashid al-Hajari, an ( 25)

Abdullah ibn `Abbas ( ` 26)

In addition to these personalities and many others, we can refer in this regard to
:some companions of the Holy Prophet (s) (i.e. sahabah) such as

Ammar ibn Yasir ( ` 1)

Ibn al-Tayhan ( 2)

Uthman ibn Hunayf ( ` 3)

Sahl ibn Hunayf ( 4)

Jabir ibn `Abdullah al-Ansari ( 5)

The deaths of these people grieved Imam `Ali (‘a), causing him to weep whenever he
thought about the tremendous loss that had been left in the progressive movement of
Islam. The loss was great because the Imam had met with each of these personalities

.separately and entrusted them with his secrets

The effective role of this elite group lasted until the time of Imam Husayn (‘a) when
the remaining members of the group sacrificed themselves for the sake of his
movement, which was an unmistakable effort to regain the leadership of the Islamic

(nation.(1

p: 55
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We can understand the role of the virtuous community in assuming the leadership - - 1
of the Muslim nation at large through comprehension of the Ahl al-Bayt’s views on this

.issue
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Preserving the Muslim Community

Point

According to the Holy Imams (‘a), the mission of preserving the Muslim community is
.the second objective of building a virtuous entity

In fact, this virtuous entity was able to play a vital role in the preservation of the
Muslim community in the presence of the Holy Imams (‘a) and also after the Major

.Occultation of Imam al-Mahdi—may Allah hasten his Advent

Building a virtuous community was not solely aimed at increasing the number of
supporters and truly guided individuals whose aid was required in the political
activities undertaken by the Holy Imams (‘a). There were also other deeper aims

connected to the general goals of the Holy Imams (‘a) at all levels. These profound
.goals could only be undertaken by an organized and united virtuous community

:The following points and facts will further clarify the goals and their significance

Defending the Muslim Society

The virtuous, elite group is required to preserve the power and consistency of the
Muslim society by means of defending it against internal and external enemies. In this
domain, the followers (Shi`ah) and adherents of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) played significant
roles in driving back foreign invasions against the Muslim world in the late period of
the `Abbasid dynasty. The Hamdanite dynasty in Syria (who were Shi`ah) fought the
Crusades, and the Idrisite dynasty in northern Africa (who were also Shi`ah) fought
against the enemies of Islam. Similarly, the Shi`ah resisted the Mongol invasion in the

east of the Muslim homeland, withstanding its aggressive momentum. They also

p: 56
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participated in the eradication of the mutiny of the insurgents in the districts of
Tabaristan, and the mutinies of the Turks and the Daylam in the districts of the

.Caspian Sea as well as other districts

Under the guidance of the Holy Imams (‘a), Shi`ite personalities played diverse roles
in defending Islam. They confronted the movements of atheism and agnosticism and
the tendencies of moral corruption that spread to major Muslim cities, such as al-
Madinah, Makkah, al-Kufah, al-Basrah, Syria, Baghdad, and other Muslim cities. This
fact can be easily proven through the debates, discussions, and schools that were
established by the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) as well as through the high moral

standards they practiced and their resistance against various types of corruption,
(deviation, and bias.(1

Presenting a Righteous Example

In order to build a virtuous community, it was necessary to introduce an example of
righteousness in Muslim society, especially in an age when personal interests were
preponderant over common benefits and interests of Islam and the Muslim nation. It
was easy for the Umayyad regime to overpower the people’s consciences and keep
them quiet with pay-offs, exploit the religion for financial gain, and forge lies against
the Holy Prophet (S) in order to justify the various flagrant acts of misconduct the

.ruling elite of the regime used to commit

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) paid great attention to this matter. Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) instructed
his adherents to act as exceptional examples in their behavior towards Muslims to

p: 57

.I will devote a book to discussing these details in the future - - 1
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.preserve the Muslim society and guide the people to the true path

In this respect, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through an authentic chain of
authority (sanad) that Safwan ibn Yahya reported on the authority of Abu-Usamah

:Zayd al-Shahham that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him

یِنعُیطُِی هَُّنأَ  يرَتَ  نْمَ  یلَعَ  ْأرَْقإ 

َّزعَ اللهِا  يوَْقتَِب  مْکُیصِوأُوَ  مَلاََّسلا ، یِلوْقَِب  ذُخُأْیَوَ  مْهُْنِم 

، ثِیدِحَْلا قَدْصِوَ  دَاهَِتجْلااوَ اللهِ ، مْکُِنیدِ ، یِف  عَرَوَْلاوَ  َّلجَوَ ،

اذَهَِبفَ .رِاوَجِْلا  نَسْحُوَ  دِوجُُّسلا ، لَوطُوَ  هَِنامَلأَا ، ءَادَأَوَ 

رُُمأْیَ نَاکَ  مََّلسَوَ ؛ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٌَّمحَُم  ءَاجَ 

اودُهَشْاوَ مْکُرَِئاشَعَ ، اوُلصِ  .طِیخِمَْلاوَ  طِْیخَْلا  ءِادَأَِب 

لَجَُّرلا َّنإفَ  مْهُقَوقُحُ ؛ اوُّدأَوَ  مْهُاضَرْمَ ، اودُوعُوَ  مْهُزَِئانَجَ ،

هََنامَلأَا يَّدأَوَ  ثَیدِحَْلا  قَدَصَوَ  هِِنیدِ  یِف  عَرِوَ  اذَإ  مْکُْنِم 

کَِلذَ یِنُّرسُیَفَ  ٌّيرِفَْعجَ ، اذَهَ  لَیِق  سِاَّنلا  عَمَ  هُقَُلخُ  نََّسحَوَ 

اللهِاوَ .رٍفَْعجَ  بُدَأَ  اذَهَ  لَیِقوَ  رَورُُّسلا ، هُْنِم  َّیلَعَ  لُخُدْیَوَ 

یِف نُوکُیَ  نَاکَ  لَجَُّرلا  َّنأَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  یِبأَ  یِنَثَّدحََل 

، اهَنَْیزَ نُوکُیَفَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ  هِعَیشِ  نِْم  هِلَیِبقَلا 

، ثِیدِحَْلِل مْهُقَدَصْأَوَ  قِوقُحُْلِل ، مْهُاضَْقأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَِل ، مْهُادَآ 

: لُوقُتَفَ هُْنعَ  هُرَیشِعَْلا  لُأَسُْت  مْهُعُِئادَوَوَ ، مْهُایَاصَوَ  هِْیَلإ 

.ثِیدِحَْلِل انَُقدَصْأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَِل  اَنادَآ  هَُّنإ  نٍلاُف ؟ لُْثِم  نْمَ 

Say to all those you see following my orders: Peace

be upon you. I advise you to fear Almighty Allah, act piously with regard to the
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,affairs of your religion, work painstakingly for the sake of Almighty Allah

,be honest in speech, safeguard property and securities entrusted to you

prostrate yourselves before Almighty Allah for considerable periods and

observe good-neighborliness. Verily, these are the traits with which Prophet

Muhammad (S) came. You must give back to their owners that with which you have

been entrusted whether the owners are righteous or depraved. The Messenger of

Allah (S) used to order his followers to return everything even if only

a thread and a needle. Build good relationships with your clans, attend their

funeral processions, visit the sick among them, and carry out your duties

,towards them. Verily, if one of you shows piety in his religious affairs

speaks nothing but the truth, and behaves politely towards others, he will be

referred to as belonging to Ja`far and they will say that this is the way

.Ja`far educates his followers. This will please me and fill me with delight

If anyone does the opposite, it is I who will be defamed and offended, since the

people will then say that Ja`far has trained his followers in this manner. I

swear by Allah that my father (‘a) told me that a (true) Shi`ite in a clan

would be the best of its individuals, the most trustworthy, the most

observant of the rights of others, and the most honest. The other individuals

of that clan would always consign their wills and trusts to him. When asked

about him, they would answer that he was unmatched among them, since he was
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(the most trustworthy and the most honest.(1

p: 58

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:398 H. 2 - - 1
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The last paragraph of this discourse is clear-cut proof of the expected role of the
followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) as testified by Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) who reports it from

(his father, Imam al-Baqir (‘a).(1

Islamic Unity

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) played a remarkable role in the creation of an atmosphere of
harmony and unity between their partisans and the followers of other Islamic sects.
They practiced taqiyyah(2) with these parties in order to maintain harmony with them,
strengthen the spirit of peaceful coexistence, and establish coherence among the

.various Muslim groups

p: 59

More light will be shed on this role in the coming discussion of the moral aspect of - - 1
.the social relationships of the virtuous community

Taqiyyah (self-protection or pious dissimulation) is the practice of concealing - - 2
one’s beliefs and foregoing ordinary religious duties when under threat of death or
injury to oneself or one’s fellow Muslims or when intended for achieving a superior

.purpose
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It is true that taqiyyah provided the adherents of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) a means of
protection from the persecution practiced against them by the antagonistic rulers, but
this was not the only goal of taqiyyah as endorsed by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). In fact,
taqiyyah was ordained mainly for the achievement of unity and harmony in the
Muslim community. Therefore, we can find the Holy Imams (‘a) urging their followers
to create a spirit of mutual solidarity, joint liability, and fulfillment of covenants and
promises with other constituents of the Muslim community. Likewise, they

encouraged their followers to adhere to friendliness and good-neighborliness,
participate in social ceremonies, visit public places, and call upon the sick. The Holy
Imams (‘a) asserted that it was impossible to abandon the populace or survive in

.isolation

Abiding by these instructions, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt practiced the
recommendations whether they were powerful or weak and rejected by the ruling
authorities. History has not recorded any single event exposing a Shi`ah practice of
repression or elimination against the followers of other Muslim sects even when
power was in their hands; rather, they always abided by the course of self-defense
when encountering vehement attacks. Following this course, they would cling to
patience, silence, and forbearance of various types of harm and prejudice to their
inherent natural rights. In the same manner, the Shi`ah had never resorted to

terrorism, violence, and methods of

p: 60
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assassination, kidnapping, taking hostages, or killing people by means of thirst or
starvation. In fact, it is the Shi`ah who had to encounter such inhumane practices that
were used against even the innocent and enfeebled, like women, children, and elderly

.men

A more detailed discussion of taqiyyah will follow in the coming chapter on the
security system of the virtuous community. However, let us cite the following text in
which Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) distinguishes one of the reasons for the legislation on

:taqiyyah

In USul al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through an authenticated chain of
:authority that Murazim reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as having said

نِسْحُوَ دِجِاسَمَْلا  یِف  هِلاََّصلاِب  مْکُْیلَعَ 

هَُّنإ .زِِئانَجَْلا  رِوضُحُوَ  هِدَاهََّشلا  هِمَاقَإوَ  سِاَّنلِل  رِاوَجِْلا 

سِاَّنلا نِعَ  یِنْغتَسْیَ  اًدحَأَ لاَ  َّنإ  .سِاَّنلا  نَِم  مْکَُل  َّدُب  لاَ 

.ضٍْعَب نِْم  مْهِضِْعبَِل  َّدُب  سُاَّنلاوَ لاَ  هِِتایَحَ ، یِف 

I advise you to offer prayers in the mosques (of the non-Shi`ah Muslims) and

show good-neighborliness to people. Testify for the rightful parties and

attend their funeral ceremonies. Verily, you can never abandon others. No one

can live without others at any time during their lifetimes, since people have

(an indispensable need for each other.(1

Fundamentalism and High Moral Standards

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) established the trend of complying with the
.spirit of fundamentalism and high moral standards
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They infused the spirit of supporting the rightful party and observing the basic
religious laws among the Shi`ah and followers of their school. Having become a
distinctive feature of the Shi`ah, compliance with these principles made the Shi`ah
stand out from the opposition throughout history, although they lost numerous

material benefits and were exposed to persecution as a result. However, this spirit
and course has been a major factor that elucidated the values and ideals of the
Muslim community through the lifestyles of the virtuous individuals who held fast to
the truth, forsook worldly pleasures, and aspired to the achievement of the supreme

.ideals and goals

Many opportunities presented themselves before the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
to sink, along with the general trend, towards corruption and achieve limited and
transient gains, such as during the early period of `Abbasid rule. The Holy Imams (‘a)
did not begin an armed struggle against the `Abbasid regime in its first days because
the `Abbasids were allies of the Shi`ah in opposing the Umayyad regime and enjoyed
a good relationship with the Shi`ah. However, the `Abbasid regime later expected the
Shi`ah to support them in their corrupt use of power and spurn the fundamentals of

.Islam, which the Shi`ah rejected outright

The Shi`ah were subsequently offered other seductive opportunities concerning their
varying tentative roles during the Mongol invasion and European campaigns against
Islamic countries like Iraq, Lebanon, some countries of the Persian Gulf, the Indian
subcontinent, Afghanistan, Iran, etc. During these periods, the Shi`ah had many

opportunities to cooperate with new political developments that brought about
Western dominance over the Islamic world. Nevertheless, in spite of persecution,

they did not take advantage of these situations to gain
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political and social control in spite of the fact that others did take advantage of such
.situations

The Shi`ah chose to resist foreign invasions and persist in complying with their
fundamentals. They suffered deprivation and persecution because of this

fundamentalism even though they formed an overwhelming majority in some of the
new districts of the Islamic world. On account of their supreme spirit of

fundamentalism, which had already been their distinctive feature, the Shi`ah rejected
(an opportunistic and deviant way.(1

These sensitive situations have greatly influenced the steadfastness of the Muslim
community against invading trends and in their dedication to the maintenance of the
community, their persistence in protesting against corruption and oppression, and

.soaring above all worldly seductions

Humanity and Internationality

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) worked towards extinguishing all racial,
sectarian, and provincial prejudice—which was common among the Arab people and
deeply rooted during the pre-Islamic era—among Muslims in general and the Arab
people in particular. Due to the expansive Islamic conquests and intermixture

between Arabs and non-Arabs, such feelings resurfaced largely during the Umayyad

reign and caused conflicts among the Muslims and discrimination between Arab and
non-Arab (mawali) Muslims. Unfortunately, this attitude gained royal support from the

.`Abbasid and Ottoman dynasties

p: 63

More light will be shed on this significant role of the Shi`ah in the seventh book of - - 1
(. this series; namely, The Virtuous Community Emulating the Ahl al-Bayt(‘a
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The adherents of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) presented the impartial spirit of fraternity among

Muslims through their faith-based behavior. They never stirred up national or racial
discrimination since they emulated the behavior of the Holy Imams (‘a), who provided
custody to weak subjects who converted to Islam as a result of conquests and
suffered racial, national, and social discrimination because they were considered

.second-class citizens

As a consequence, the Shi`ah of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have been accused of belonging
to non-Arab origins. This charge has continued up to the present day because the
Shi`ah have always treated all Muslims with the spirit of fraternity and, because of
this broad-mindedness, they left sympathetic impressions in the hearts of non-Arab

.Muslims

Sacrifice and Readiness for Martyrdom

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) kindled the spirit of self-sacrifice and readiness
for martyrdom in the minds of Muslims. In addiiton, they helped the public persist in
objecting to injustice and tyranny. Consequently, the virtuous community created by
the Holy Imams (‘a) enjoyed a clear-cut role in Muslim history of leading uprisings and
liberal and reformative movements against the corrupt conditions of Muslim society.
Either directly or indirectly, through the influence they left on the Muslim public, the

(Shi`ah have led many revolutions and uprisings.(1

This revolutionary trend has always been one of the

p: 64

Such practices were carried out according to general standards and under the - - 1
auspices of the Holy Imams (‘a) regarding true opposition, which will be presented in

.the coming book on the general policies of the Holy Imams in this respect
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distinctive features of the Ahl al-Bayt’s adherents in their relationship with the
.Muslims. This mutual influence has manifested itself more obviously in present times

One of the most significant features that distinguishes the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) from all others is their ultimate abstention from helping oppressors and unjust

(rulers except in very limited cases and under certain circumstances.(1

p: 65

In the coming book on the Security System of the Virtuous Community, this point - - 1
.will be discussed in detail
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Safeguarding Islamic Law Against Distortion

Point

Safeguarding Islamic law against distortion was one of the most important objectives
the Holy Imams (‘a) intended in building a virtuous community. During their lifetimes,
the Holy Imams (‘a) worked towards achieving this objective so that Islamic law, after
their absence, would not be exposed to distortion and loss because of political
circumstances, predominance of personal desires, and other factors causing
distortion and loss of beliefs. The function of the virtuous community would be to
continue this mission after the Holy Imams (‘a). Islam, being the final Divine Message
had to be safeguarded against loss in order to make it possible to observe and
develop human interests by total commitment to the factual limits of this message,
which needed to be established in all times and ages. Referring to this purpose, the

:Holy Qur’an states

امًیکِحَ ازًیزِعَ  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  لِسُُّرلا  دَْعَب  هٌَّجحُ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  سِاَّنلِل  نَوکُیَ  اَّلئَِل  نَیرِذِْنُموَ  نَیرِِّشبَُم  الًسُرُ 

We sent) messengers as givers of good news and warners, so that people should)

not have any argument against Allah after the coming of messengers. Allah is

(Mighty, Wise. (4/165)(1

The following features of the virtuous community as represented by the followers of
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) demonstrate the role that they have played in safeguarding

:Islamic law against distortion

p: 66

I have discussed the topic of establishing Almighty Allah’s Proof against the - - 1
arguments raised by His creatures in the book entitled ‘The Argument (al-hujjah)’

.within this encyclopedia
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Principle of Resistance

The followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) demonstrated their doctrinal and conceptual
compliance with the political principle of resisting and confronting wrongdoers.
Unfortunately, this Islamic fundament became susceptible to attempts of eradication
and extinction either by persecution and pursuit or by deception and distortion. Many
false terms and traditions were forged in the name of the Holy Prophet (S) in order to
justify surrender to unsuitable ruling authorities and yield to their unjust deeds. The
Muslim masses acted upon such falsities; however, the virtuous community of the Ahl
al-Bayt’s followers maintained the political trend of resisting unjust authorities. They
also transferred this trend to the next generation not only as motto and theory but

.also as an applied course of action in actual political situations

In addition, because of such a political attitude the Ahl al-Bayt School (‘a) and the
virtuous community, which inferred religious laws from their sources (i.e. ijtihad),
were far above yielding to personal desires and adopting situations that might

(support unjust ruling authorities. Thus, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

School has shown independency from the ruling authorities at both practical and
theoretical levels. One of their distinctive features is that they have separated the

.issue of ijtihad from the deviating political actions of the ruling authorities

Ijtihād in the frame of the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) guided the virtuous community to keep the
door of ijtihad wide open yet only within the scope of divine fundaments and criteria.
The authentic sources of Islamic legislation are the Holy Qur’an and the Holy Sunnah;
however, other Muslim sects, for certain reasons, depended upon other sources——

such as
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analogy (qiyas), equitable preference (Istihsan),(1) acceptable advantages (al-Masalih
al-Mursalah), the opinion of any companion of the Holy Prophet (Qawl al-Sahabi),(2)
and other principles. They closed the door of ijtihad because of the damages that
befell ijtihad in its capacity of inferring religious laws and applying them on the
emerging issues that required religious verdicts. Such inventions caused the Muslim
code of law (shari`ah) to encounter the peril of distortion. In addition, closing the door
of ijtihad left perilous, negative effects on the process of inferring religious laws from
their sources and on the competence of the Muslim code of law to deal with the
emerging problems facing human society due to major developments in all spheres of
life. Once again, owing to difficulties in the milieus of the public, such a procedure has
placed Muslim jurisprudents in a state of scholarly poverty and prompted a large
number of scholars, throughout the past ages, to aspire to guide their followers after

.re-opening the door of ijtihad, especially in the present time

On the other hand, the virtuous community among the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
possessed a unique trait: the individuals of this community enriched and controlled
the process of ijtihad. Hence, this process has convoyed the developments of the
human society without leaving a single gap for distortion or yielding before Western

concepts and

p: 68

In Sunni jurisprudence, istihsan is the use of one's own judgment to determine - - 1
.the best solution to a religious problem that cannot be solved by citing sacred texts

According to some Sunni jurisprudential schools, Qawl al-Sahabi (the opinion of - - 2
any companion of the Prophet (S)) is one of the principles and sources upon which

.these schools depend in the deduction of religious laws from their sources
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.materialistic civilizations that could influence Islamic law

This School has gone on proffering new aspects and maintaining genuineness in its
sources and authentic reserves. It has thus been able to sustain Muslim law and

.heritage

Freedom of Thought

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) endowed the virtuous community with the
power of free thought, reflection, analysis and examination of various issues
appertaining to philosophy, theology and politics, unaffected by inactive frames and
ideological restraints that might be imposed upon them due to political or sectarian
reasons. This made the virtuous community capable of criticizing the history of Islam
and progressively understanding philosophic and theological issues as well as
confronting foreign ideological and philosophic issues invading the Muslim world

.through the ages

It is true that other Muslim groups, such as the Mu`tazilah and the Ikhwan al-Safa,
took important steps in this domain, but all their attempts failed because they were
detached from the genuine roots of Muslim ideology and besieged by prevailing

.sectarian doctrine

Piety and Decency

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) revived piety, decency, and steadfastness in
the human personality and placed them effectively in social practices, causing the
virtuous community to play a vital and basic role in social life according to which
society would practice applied morality. As a result, the virtuous community never
accepted the authority and testimony of indecent people. These two factors, piety
and decency, are conditional in the personality of the leaders of collective prayers

-(imam al
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jama`ah), the witnesses of divorce and judicial issues, and those who hold judiciary
positions. Moreover, a reporter of the traditions of the Holy Prophet (S) and Imams

(‘a) must be trustworthy regardless of his political affiliation. Hence, the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) School might admit the report of a reporter who follows another sect or object to
a belief of a Shia depending on one’s trustworthiness. This School rejects the report of
any liar or untrustworthy person no matter how much loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) he
may bear. In plain words, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School does not accept any Ḥadith

.unless it is reported by a trustworthy person

This principle performed a considerable role in maintaining and transmitting the
traditions; therefore, all reports have been subjected to criticism, assessment, and

(. scrutiny in both their chain of authority (sanad) and context (matn

Unlike other Muslim groups that have committed themselves to a set of books
considering them to be totally authentic despite the fact that these books contain
names of some people notorious for fabrication and deviation, it is rare to find any

(reference book of Hadith being wholly acceptable by the virtuous community.(1

In addition, there is a large number of traditions that the major reference books of
Hadith of other Muslim sects (i.e. non-Shi`ah) have not mentioned for no reason other
than that their reported narrators belonged to a sect other than that of the authors of
these books. This shows that political loyalty was the one and only criterion in

accepting a

p: 70

Among the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), there was a trend claiming the - - 1
authenticity of the contents of certain reference books of Hadith. This trend is called

.al-ikhbariyyah. Yet, it was discarded after being accepted for a certain period
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.tradition

Recording and Upholding the Muslim Heritage

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) insisted that the individuals of the virtuous
community record, uphold, and check the traditions and reported texts about Muslim
heritage. They ensured that the virtuous community maintained a considerable
number of traditions on various topics, both religious and worldly. In addition, they
also possess a tremendous quantity of traditions on topics related to the exegesis of
the Holy Qur’an, supplications, instructions, sermons, and history in spite of the crucial
circumstances they had to encounter throughout various periods in the history of
Islam and the scarcity of potential and opportunities. Thus, the Muslim heritage that is
currently in circulation among the descendants of the virtuous community is more

comprehensive and extensive than the heritage possessed by all other Muslim
groups. This fact has largely contributed to the maintenance of Islamic law and the
genuine line of Islam, uncontaminated by personal desires, distortion, and political

.affiliation
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Preliminary Steps Towards the Advent

Point

All the divine religions, including Islam, have prophesied the advent of a reformer and
savior in the last days of this world and human history that will ‘fill the earth with

.’ justice and fairness, after having been filled with injustice and partiality

This prophesy certifies the Qur’anic fact that the earth will be inherited by the virtuous
:and enfeebled people. In this respect, the Holy Qur’an states

نَوحُِلاَّصلا يَدِابَعِ  اهَُثرِیَ  ضَرْأَْلا  َّنأَ  رِکِّْذلا  دِْعَب  نِْم  رِوُبَّزلا  یِف  انَْبتَکَ  دْقََلوَ 

And certainly We wrote in the Psalms, which came after the Reminder, “My

(righteous servants shall inherit the earth”. (21:105

يذَِّلا مُهُنَیدِ  مْهَُل  َّننَِّکمَُیَلوَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِْم  نَیذَِّلا  فَلَخْتَسـْا  امَکَ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  مْهَُّنفَِلخْتَسـْیََل  تِاحـَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  مْکُْنِم  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  دَعـَوَ 
نَوقُسِافَْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوأُفَ  کَِلذَ  دَْعَب  رَفَکَ  نْمَوَ  ائًْیشَ  یِب  نَوکُرِشُْی  اَل  یِنَنودُُبْعیَ  انًْمأَ  مْهِِفوْخَ  دِْعَب  نِْم  مْهَُّنَلِّدبَُیَلوَ  مْهَُل  یضَتَرْا 

Allah has promised to those of you who believe and do good that He will most

,certainly make them rulers in the earth as He made rulers those before them

and that He will most certainly establish for them their religion which He

has chosen for them, and that He will most certainly, after their fear, give

them security in exchange; they shall serve Me, not associating aught with

(. Me; and whoever disbelieves after this are the transgressors (24:55

The idea of the advent of a reformer before the end of the

p: 72
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world also corresponds with the fact mentioned by the Holy Qur’an that right will
always eventually overcome wrong throughout the history of humankind. The
method of divine custody and intervention through the sending of prophets and
messengers and revealing of Divine Books points to the fact that the movement of
history is integrative in the sense that its parts complete each other and, in the end,
must achieve the ideal society that has been predicted by prophets and virtuous

.personalities throughout history

The final divine message (i.e. Islam) has come to achieve human perfection at a level
of cognizance and perception. It has also expressed theoretical perfection intending
to systemize human life as well as perfect the progress of various social relationships.
However, this perfection has not been fully achieved at levels of application, practice,
representation, and practical compliance. This is so because such a level of perfection
requires a long period of sufferance, dedication, experiment, analysis and

.examination

This necessitates the role of the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and the virtuous
community who undertake the mission of paving the way to the stage of history of the

.advent of the savior and reformer of humanity

More than anyone else, the Holy Imams (‘a) used to present the concept of the
Advent of Imam al-Mahdi—may Allah hasten his relief–as the awaited leader who
would save humanity from wrong, persecution, and corruption. The presentation of
Imam al-Mahdi’s expected advent attained such a high level that the followers of the

.Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) believed that the Holy Imam of their age would be the Awaited Mahdi

When they instituted the virtuous community, the Holy Imams (‘a) ensured that this
community would play the role

p: 73
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of paving the way for the advent of the awaited Imam during the ages of his
occultation not only at the levels of ideology and belief but also at practical levels. This

:is obvious from the following points

The Advent is a Vital Concept

The Holy Imams (‘a) activated the concept of the advent of the Awaited Imam in the
milieu of the virtuous community actually connecting them with it and creating the
feeling of expectation of the advent(1) by making expectation a lively slogan which

.was raised in the cultural sphere and the political cognizance

Although all Muslims believe in this concept, it is noticeable that the virtuous
community has had an advantage over other Muslims in adopting and perceiving this
concept as well as in their compliance with the details of its features. In the view of
the virtuous community, the anticipation of the Awaited Imam is not only anticipation
of a futuristic state to which all human beings aspire. The Imam is also an existent
person who lives with each Muslim, feels the pains of humanity, and suffers the
problems of society. Like all other faithful believers, the Awaited Imam (‘a) is in
expectation of the Promised Day on which he shall reappear. In other words, he is

.imperceptible to us but witnesses all that takes place on earth

p: 74

The concept of expecting the advent of the Awaited Imam was significantly - - 1
stressed by the Holy Prophet (S) as has been reported by Muslims in general.
Nevertheless, practical and sentimental emphasis on this concept is one of the

(. distinctive features of the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a
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Responsibility and Will to Change

The process of paving the way for the advent of the Awaited Imam put into effect by
the virtuous community is not just a hypothetical idea or doctrinal duty, as is believed
by some Muslims and people of other religions. Moreover, it is not just a psychological
and spiritual state, although each of these aspects plays a considerable role in the

.process of paving the way for the advent

Most importantly, this process is a practical political movement that exists in the
Muslim nation and is present as a feeling of responsibility towards all the events that
take place within the nation. This feeling generates a strong willpower to work
towards achieving this goal and, at the same time, prevent the nation from
surrendering to tyrannical rulers or cultural and educational pressures. This very
distinctive feature has singled out the virtuous community throughout the history of

.Islam

Return to Genuine Islam

Another feature of the virtuous community is that its individuals actively promote the
advent of the Awaited Imam and support it against the material and non-religious
cultures that are holding sway over the Western world. This will hold true in the

(. future, as is confirmed by traditions of the Holy Infallibles (‘a

As far as the present is concerned, the role of the virtuous community in introducing
Islam to the social, political, and cultural spheres of other societies can be clearly
observed in spite of the fact that there have been many attempts to eradicate Islam

,or to reduce its importance from life
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(especially in present times.(1

By strengthening this idea in the minds of people, we believe that, we can win the
support of the Holy Imams (‘a) in achieving the goals of their existence and
maintaining and perpetuating their vital roles in Muslim society through the virtuous
community, especially after the occultation of the Awaited Imam—may Allah hasten

.his reappearance

In view of the above, it was necessary to create such a virtuous community.
Therefore, its creation was not just an issue of guiding people to the right path and
establishing the final proof against them, although this purpose did influence the
formation of this community whose members believed in the divinely commissioned

.leadership of the Twelve Imams (‘a) and their sacred standing in the Muslim nation

The text of the following tradition, which is reported by Shaykh al-Kulayni from Imam

al-Jawad (‘a) on the authority of his forefathers on the authority of the Holy Prophet
(S), may shed light on the nature of the purpose behind building this virtuous

:community

، هًصَرَعَ هَُل  لَعَجَفَ  مَلاَسْلإا  قَلَخَ  اللهَا  َّنإ 

اَّمأَفَ .اًرصِاَن  هَُل  لَعَجَوَ  اًنصْحِ ، هَُل  لَعَجَوَ  اًروُن ، هَُل  لَعَجَوَ 

، فُورُْعمَْلافَ هُُنصْحِ  اَّمأَوَ  هُمَکْحِْلافَ ، هُرُوُن  اَّمأَوَ  نُآرْقُْلافَ ، هُُتصَرَعَ 

لَهْأَ اوُّبحِأَفَ  .انَُتعَیشِوَ  یِتْیَب  لُهْأَوَ  اَنأَفَ  هُرُاصَْنأَ  اَّمأَوَ 

ءِامََّسلا یَلإ  یِب  يَرِسْأُ  اَّمَل  هَُّنإفَ  مْهُرَاصَْنأَوَ ؛ مْهُتَعَیشِوَ  یِتْیَب 

عَدَوْتَسْا ءِامََّسلا  لِهْلأَِ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  لُیِئرَْبجِ  یِنبَسَنَفَ  ایَْنُّدلا 

، هِکَِئلاَمَْلا بِوُلُق  یِف  مْهِِتعَیشِوَ  یِتْیَب  لِهْأَ  َّبحُوَ  یِّبحُ  اللهُا 

لِهْأَ یَلإ  یِب  طَبَهَ  َّمُث  .هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ  یَلإ  هٌعَیدِوَ  مْهُدَْنعِ  وَهُفَ 

یِّبحُ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  عَدَوْتَسْافَ  ضِرْلأَا  لِهْأَ  یَلإ  یِنبَسَنَفَ  ضِرْلأَا 
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وُنِمؤْمُفَ .یِتَّمأُ  یِنِمؤُْم  بِوُلُق  یِف  مْهِِتعَیشِوَ  یِتْیَب  لِهْأَ  َّبحُوَ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا مِوْیَ  یَلإ  یِتْیَب  لِهْأَ  یِف  یِتعَیدِوَ  نَوظُفَحْیَ  یِتَّمأُ 

هُرَمْعُ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  دَبَعَ  یِتَّمأُ  نِْم  لَجَُّرلا  َّنأَ  وْلَفَ  لاَأَ 

یِتْیَب لِهْلأَ  اًضغِْبُم  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  یَقَِل  َّمُث  ایَْنُّدلا  مَاَّیأَ 

.قِافَِّنلا نِعَ  َّلاإ  هُرَدْصَ  اللهُا  جََّرفَ  امَ  یِتعَیشِوَ 

Verily, Almighty Allah has created Islam and

made for it a courtyard, a light, a fortress, and a supporter. The courtyard

of Islam is the Qur’an; its light, its wisdom, its fortress, a kind act; and

its supporters, I, my Household and our adherents (Shi`ah). You should thus

bear love for my Household, their adherents, and their supporters. When I was

ascending to the Lowest Sky where Archangel Gabriel introduced me to the

inhabitants of the skies, Almighty Allah ordered the angels to maintain love

for me, my Household, and their adherents in their hearts. Hence, this love remains

a trust with the angels up to the Day of Resurrection. Then, the Archangel led me

down to the earth and introduced me to its inhabitants. There Almighty

Allah ordered the believers among the inhabitants of the earth to maintain

,love in their hearts for me, my Household, and their adherents; therefore

the believers of my nation shall keep this love as a trust and shall consider

it in their treatment of my Household, up to the Day of Resurrection. Truly I

say, if a man from my nation lives his entire worldly life worshipping
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Almighty Allah but meets Him bearing malice against my Household and my

(Shi`ah, Almighty Allah will not judge him but as a hypocrite.(2

p: 76

In the fifth book of this series when the roles of each of the Holy Imams (‘a) will be - - 1
discussed in detail, another discourse about the concept of the Awaited Imam in its

.cultural aspect will be presented
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:46, H.3 - - 2
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Chapter Two: Characteristics Of The Virtuous Community

Point

Undoubtedly, the general objectives of building a virtuous community contribute to
the characteristics and features that are required in such a community. Likewise,
these characteristics redound on the details of the necessity of building it. This fact
may give reasons for the similarity in some points of these three aspects (i.e.
objectives, characteristics, and features), yet there are differences with regard to

.different perspectives of any propounded point

It is necessary to introduce the basic characteristics and features that must

distinguish this virtuous community so that its individuals can play their essential roles
in the history of Islam and perpetuate the roles of the Holy Imams (‘a) by defending

.Islam and safeguarding Muslim society

In this discussion, we will summarize and catalogue these characteristics, including
.those previously mentioned

p: 79
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Sound Belief

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) constructed the virtuous community to ensure
the maintenance of the genuine doctrines of Islam and insulate it from the influence
of the intellectual and cultural components of the Roman, Persian, and Greek
civilizations that led some groups of Muslims to atheism, apostasy, and intellectual

.corruption in the early centuries of Islam

The Holy Imams (‘a) also aimed at keeping the virtuous community sound from
cultural lethargy that inflicted the Muslim nation after being exposed to cultures of
new nations that joined the Muslim world bringing with them huge fortunes, luxurious

.lifestyles and new methods of lustful entertainment

Furthermore, the Holy Imams (‘a) warned the virtuous community about being
manipulated by the psychological and spiritual reactions that led some groups of
Muslims to pursue seclusion and self-isolation, as can be seen in Sufism and
esotericism. These movements led other groups, such as the Khawarij and the
Qaramisah movements, to fall into the abyss of anarchism and openly rebel against
Muslim society and its system of rule, canceling all duties and condemning all the
common manners and habits of Muslim society as futile. This further led a third
category to unfounded fanaticism and immoderation in emotions that changed into
various sects and beliefs, including the Ghulat (extremists), the Nawasib (antagonists
of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers), the Qadariyyah (fatalists), and the

(. Mufawwi¤ah (indeterminists

The Holy Imams (‘a) maintained a balanced lifestyle and instilled a sound belief in
their followers so that they could preserve the genuine doctrines of Islam and

possess the ability

p: 80
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to survive, co-exist, and act dynamically by activating, impressing and inspiring others
.with their firm faith

Because of this fact, if we observe the movement of this virtuous community and its
progress throughout the history of Islam, we will notice genuineness and deep-
rootedness on the one hand and expansion, steadfastness and firmness on the other
in spite of the persecution and attempts at eradication that this virtuous community

had to encounter. Nevertheless, the individuals of this community did not flee from
social realities or cloister themselves in distant areas of Muslim lands. On the
contrary, they coexisted with their brethren in Muslim cities and in the centers of
scientific, cultural, and religious knowledge, such as Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Lebanon,
Syria, Middle Asia, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, some important districts of Africa,
countries of the Persian Gulf, and the Indian subcontinent (India and Pakistan). The
virtuous community has thus included individuals from all nationalities, like the Arabs,

.Persians, Turks, Kurds, Indians, Berbers, Africans, and many more

Thus, it is probable that the Holy Imams (‘a), having understood this fact, did not
deem it necessary to exhort their followers to exert excessive effort in the domain of
propagation, because true belief can perform this mission automatically when it is
proposed and offered before a nation. In this respect, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported

:Thabit ibn Sa`id as saying that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) once told him

نِعَ اوُّفکُ  سِاَّنلِلوَ ؟ مْکَُل  امَ  تُِباَث ، ایَ 

لَهْأَ َّنأَ  وَْل  اللهِاوَفَ  .مْکُرِْمأَ  یَلإ  اًدحَأَ  اوعُدْتَ  لاَوَ  سِاَّنلا !

دُیرُِی اًدْبعَ  اوُّلضُِی  نْأَ  یلَعَ  اوعُمَتَجْا  ضِرْلأَا  لَهْأَوَ  ءِامََّسلا 

مْکُدُحَأَ لْقُیَ  لاَوَ  سِاَّنلا  نِعَ  اوُّفکُ  .اوعُاطَتَسْا  امَ  هُادَهُ  اللهُا 

اًرْیخَ دٍْبعَِب  دَارَأَ  اذَإ  اللهَا  َّنإفَ  يرِاجَوَ ! یِّمعَ  نُْباوَ  یخِأَ 

رٍکَْنمُِب لاَوَ  هُفَرَعَ ، َّلاإ  فٍورُْعمَِب  عُمَسْیَ  لاَفَ  هُحَورُ ، بََّیطَ 

َّمُث هُرَکَْنأَ ، َّلاإ 
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.هُرَْمأَ اهَِب  عُمَجْیَ  هًمَِلکَ  هِِبْلقَ  یِف  اللهُا  فُذِْقیَ 

O Thabit, why are you arguing with the people? Stop debating with them

attempting to convince them to join your creed) and do not summon them to)

your belief. I swear by Allah that if all the inhabitants of the skies and

all the inhabitants of the earth help each other to mislead a servant (of

.Allah) whom Almighty Allah wants to guide, they shall never be able to do so

Stop arguing with the people and do not impose your belief on anyone even if

.you believe one will respond because he is your brother, cousin, or neighbor

Verily, if Almighty Allah wants somebody to join the truth, He will make his soul

responsive. As a result, he will follow that which is decent and reject that which

is vile. Then, Almighty Allah will cast in his heart a word that will inspire

(the correct attitude.(1

p: 81

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:213, H. 2 - - 1
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To make this clear, such commands to refrain from arguing with people about
doctrine and such warnings against inviting them to accept beliefs are meant for no
reason other than to avoid divisive disputes and unwanted discrepancies. This fact is
confirmed by another tradition also reported by Shaykh al-Kulayni from one of the

(: Holy Imams (‘a

َّنإفَ سَاَّنلا ، مُکُِنیدِِب  اومُصِاخَُت  لاَوَ 

لَاقَ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإفَ  .بِْلقَْلِل  هٌضَرِمُْم  هَمَصَاخَمُْلا 

َّنکَِلوَ تَْببَحْأَ  نْمَ  يدِهْتَ  کََّنإِ لا  : ﴿ هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  هِِّیِبنَِل 

اوُنوکُیَ یَّتحَ  سَاَّنلا  هُرِکُْت  تَْنأَفَأَ  لَاقَوَ ﴿ : ءُاشَیَ ﴾ نْمَ  يدِهْیَ  هََّللا 

﴾ نَیِنِمؤُْم

Do not

.dispute with people about your religion, for dispute gives rise to rumors

Almighty Allah has said to His Prophet (S), ‘Surely, you cannot guide whom

you love, but Allah guides whom He pleases. (28:56)’ He has also said, ‘Will

(you then force mankind to become believers? (10/99)’(1

p: 82

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:213-214 - - 1
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At the same time, some other traditions encourage inviting others to the true faith
when there is a suitable chance or when this would not lead to dispute, because

(inviting to the true faith is a religious duty.(1

In this way, we can understand why the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have
always laid stress on demonstration of the pillars of religion in general and loyalty to
the divinely commissioned leadership of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) (i.e. wilayah) in particular.
They have also discriminated between Islam and atheism (kufr), and Islam and faith
(iman). Of course, all such demonstrations mean to highlight the features of the true

.faith

The distinctive feature of the faith of this virtuous community is love for Imam `Ali
and the other eleven Imams (‘a) with the belief that they are the divinely designated
leaders of Muslims. According to some traditions, true faith is linked to wilayah
(divinely commissioned leadership of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)). Through an authentic chain

:of authority, Zurarah has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

یلَعَ ءَایَشْأَ : هِسَمْخَ  یلَعَ  مُلاَسْلإا  یَِنُب 

.هِیَلاَوِْلاوَ مِوَّْصلاوَ ، ِّجحَْلاوَ ، هِاکََّزلاوَ ، هِلاََّصلا ،

Islam is

based on five things: Salat (prayer), zakat (poor-rate), hajj

.pilgrimage), Sawm (fasting), and wilayah)

?” Zurarah asked, “What is the best among these things

p: 83

This topic will be discussed along with its divergent aspects in the coming book, - - 1
Security System of the Virtuous Community (security policies). In my thesis about

.Imam al-Mahdi (‘a), I have also shed light on this topic
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:The Imam (‘a) answered

، َّنهُحُاتَْفِم اهََّنلأَ  لُضَْفأَ  هُیَلاَوِلاَ 

.َّنهِْیلَعَ لُیِلَّدلا  وَهُ  ُّیِلوَلاوَ 

The best of them is wilayah, because it is the key to the others and the wali is the
.guide to them

?” Zurarah asked, “What is next in being the best

.” The Imam (‘a) answered, “Then comes prayer

?” Zurarah asked, “What is next

The Imam (‘a) answered, “Then comes zakat, because Almighty Allah has paired it
.” with prayer and mentioned prayer first

?” Zurarah asked, “What is next

.” The Imam (‘a) answered, “Then comes hajj

?” Zurarah asked, “What is next

(The Imam (‘a) answered, “Then comes fasting.”(1

According to another tradition reported by Shaykh al-Saduq in his book of al-Amali,
Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali reported Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (Zayn al-Abidin) (‘a) as

:saying

اللهِا هُمَحْرَ  ُّیسِرِافَْلا  نُامَْلسَ  لَاقَ 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  دَْنعِ  اًسِلاجَ  تُْنکُ  هِْیلَعَ :

: هَُل لَاقَفَ  مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ  بٍِلاطَ  یِبأَ  نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  لَبَْقأَ  ذْإ 

اذَهَ لَاقَ : .اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  ایَ  یلََب ، لَاقَ : كَرُِّشَبأُ ؟ لاَأَ  ُّیِلعَ ، ایَ 
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یطَعْأَ دْقَ  هَُّنأَ  هُُللاَجَ  َّلجَ  اللهِا  نِعَ  یِنرُِبخُْی  لُیِئرَْبجِ  یِبیِبحَ 

سَْنلأُاوَ تِوْمَْلا ، دَْنعِ  قَْفِّرلا  لٍاصَخِ : عَْبسَ  کَتَعَیشِوَ  کَیِّبحُِم 

دَْنعِ نَْملأَاوَ  هِمَْلُّظلا ، دَْنعِ  رَوُّنلاوَ  هِشَحْوَْلا ، دَْنعِ 

، طِارَِّصلا یلَعَ  زَاوَجَْلاوَ  نِازَیمِْلا ، دَْنعِ  طَسْقِْلاوَ  عِزَفَْلا ،

نَیِنامَثَِب مِمَلأُا  نَِم  سِاَّنلا  رِِئاسَ  لَْبقَ  هَِّنجَْلا  لَوخُدُوَ 

.اًماعَ

Salman

al-Farisi—may Allah have mercy upon him—narrated that he was with the Holy

(Prophet (S) when `Ali ibn Abi-Talib (‘a) joined them. The Holy Prophet (S

said to him, ‘O `Ali, May I convey some good news to you?’ ‘Yes, Allah’s

Messenger! You may,’ answered `Ali (‘a). The Holy Prophet (S) said, ‘Dear Archangel

Gabriel has just informed me that Almighty Allah has bestowed 7 blessings on

those who love you and are your followers. These are (1) lenience at the hour

of death, (2) company during loneli-ness of the grave, (3) light in the

,darkness of the grave, (4) security against the horror of the Day of Resurrection

justice at The Balance, (6) permission to cross the Discriminating ( 5)

(Bridge, and (7) entry to Paradise eighty years before other nations.’(2

p: 84

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:18-19; al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 1:7, H.2 - - 1
Shaykh al-Saduq, al-Amali, p. 416, H. 548. Many traditions have demonstrated the - - 2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 129 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_84_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


same content of this tradition. For instance, see `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar
.78:9, H. 4 as well as other reference books appertaining to qualities of the Shi`ah
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The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have specified a number of features and
indications that confirm this love and loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in a person. The
most eminent of these indications are piety, hard work, steadfastness against
hardships, and self-sacrifice, epitomized by the practice of visiting the holy tomb of

.Imam al-Husayn (‘a) at Karbala', as is maintained by a number of traditions

p: 85
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Turning to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) to Obtain Religious Knowledge

Point

Another essential feature that characterizes the individuals of the virtuous community

from others is the issue of obtaining religious law from its genuine and authentic
sources. They are also distinguished for deriving religious decisions about the
settlement of disputes and regarding emerging issues from an ‘Infallible Imam’ (‘a),

’. ‘virtuous man’ or ‘decent jurisprudent

Although all Muslims unanimously agree that the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah are the two
basic sources of Islamic laws, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are distinguished
from the other Muslims by a number of important points in this respect. These points

:are as follows

Understanding the Holy Qur’an

The followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are characterized by turning to the Holy Imams

(‘a) in the understanding of the Holy Qur’an and religious issues that depend upon the
Holy Qur’an. They have learnt to distinguish between the abrogating and the
abrogated texts of the Holy Qur’an, the decisive and the allegorical, the specific and
the general and the summarized and the detailed. Likewise, they have learned the
motives of the revelation of each verse as well as other points appertaining to the

.exegesis and interpretation of the Holy Qur’an

All Muslims unanimously agree that `Ali and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) were the most learned
in the sciences of the Holy Qur’an. Authentic traditions reported by both Sunnis and

.Shiites demonstrate this fact

p: 86
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:In this regard, the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

امَوَ : ” لَیِق نِْیلَقََّثلا “؟ یِف  یِنَنوفُِّلخَُت  فَْیکَ  ”

بٌبَسَ اللهِا ؛ بُاتَکِ  رُبَکْلأَا  : ” لَاقَ اللهِا “؟ لَوسُرَ  ایَ  نِلاَقََّثلا 

نَْل هِِب  اوکَُّسمَتَفَ  .مْکُیدِْیأَِب  هُُفرَطَوَ  اللهِا  دِیَِب  هُُفرَطَ 

نَْل امَهَُّنإفَ  یِترَْتعِ ؛ رُغَصْلأَاوَ  .اوُّلضِتَ  نَْلوَ  اوُّلزِتَ 

کَِلذَ امَهَُل  تُْلأَسَوَ  .ضَوْحَْلا  َّیلَعَ  ادَرِیَ  یَّتحَ  اقَرِتَْفیَ 

امَهَُّنإفَ امَهُومُِّلعَُت  لاَوَ  اوکُلَهْتَفَ ، امَهُوُمَّدقَتَ  لاَوَ  .یِّبرَ 

“ .مْکُْنِم مُلَعْأَ 

How will you behave after me regarding the two Weighty“

?” Things?” He was asked, “Allah’s Messenger, what are the two Weighty Things

He (S) explained, “The major Weighty Thing is Allah’s Book. One of its edges

is in Allah’s Hand while the other is in yours; so, adhere to it persistently

.so that you shall never slip or stray. The minor Weighty Thing is my Progeny

Verily, these two things shall never separate from each other until they both

join me at the Divine Pond. I have prayed to my Lord to guarantee this for

me. So, do not precede them lest you shall perish and do not impose your

(knowledge on them, for they are verily more knowledgeable than you.”(1

Acquaintance with the Holy Sunnah

The followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) always turn to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) to acquaint
themselves with the Holy Sunnah, which has been exposed to problems of forgery
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and obscurity. The reason for such problems can be summed up in the following
:points

p: 87

Al-Tabarani, al-Mu`jam al-Kabir 3:66, H. 2681; Ibn Hajar, al-Sawa`iq al-Muhriqah, - - 1
.pp. 228-229
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Some Prophetic traditions have been unfaithfully transmitted and intentionally ( 1)
.distorted

The texts of other traditions have been separated from the circumstances under ( 2)
.which they were uttered

Many traditions about the Holy Prophet (S) have been invented, forged, and ( 3)
.fabricated

.Some genuine Prophetic traditions were suspended due to certain personal views ( 4)

Some people intentionally disregarded some genuine traditions claiming that they ( 5)
served no interest for Islam. As a result, confusion and immense commotion

.overshadowed some Islamic laws

One of the distinctive features of the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) was that they
turned to the Holy Imams (‘a) alone(1) to receive, understand, and learn the Holy
Sunnah. They believed that the Imams (‘a) held the Holy Sunnah in its entirety without
need to turn to any other conjectural points of evidence to reach the true religious

.law

p: 88

The followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) accept the report of any trustworthy person - - 1
who reports from one of the Holy Infallibles (‘a); they, therefore accept generally the
reports of the trustworthy reporters even if they follow other Muslim sects or
jurisprudential schools other than the Ahl al-Bayt’s (‘a). By doing so, they in reality
accept the sayings and judgments of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) alone, because a very limited

number of traditions that are reported by other than the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) has been
proven authentic while all the others have not been proven so. These very few
accepted narrations are called ‘al-nabawi (the Prophetic traditions)’ and famously

known by all Muslims who transmitted them from one generation to another.
However, some scholars also doubt such narrations because their chains of authority

.have not been found adequately authentic
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Acting upon the Verdicts of an Upright, Living, Well-Versed Jurisprudent

In the process of receiving religious law, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are
restricted to taking such laws from a just and responsible (`adil)(1) mujtahid (well-
versed jurisprudent) who is known to be experienced in Muslim jurisprudence. He
must be extremely pious and God-fearing. The truth about his character must be
acquired through personal investigation and a sense of responsibility, free from the

.intimidation of rulers

Acting according to a mujtahid’s verdicts and judgments and becoming acquainted
with religious conditions about a certain issue or dispute, as well as compliance with
the verdicts of a living(2) mujtahid, must be restricted to a person who has lived the

.event and whose characteristics and qualities can be easily observed by people

This point has given the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) a good opportunity to move

within the true framework of Muslim legislation. They have, therefore, kept
themselves away from dilemmas that are faced by the followers of other Muslim
sects regarding verdicts, leading them to massive contradiction, discrepancy, and
disputes about verdicts, judgments, and conditions. This may be the logic behind the
Holy Prophet (S) highlighting the significance of referring to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) with

regard to the laws of Islam in addition to the significance of loyalty to their

p: 89

Although the Arabic word `adil literally means impartial, the characteristic of - - 1
.`adalah goes beyond justice to include decency

Although the stipulation of acting upon the verdicts of an living mujtahid is not - - 2
unanimously agreed upon by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School, the greater majority of

.scholars, in the recent ages at least, comply with this term
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divinely commissioned leadership. Through many authentic and uninterruptedly
reported traditions, the Holy Prophet (S) emphasized this on many occasions. One
form of such emphasis is the famous tradition known as Hadith al-Thaqalayn (the

:Two Weighty Things) in which the Holy Prophet (S) says

اللهِا بَاتَکِ  نِْیلَقََّثلا ؛ مُکُیِف  كٌرِاتَ  یِّنإ 

اوُّلضِتَ نَْل  امَهِِب  مُْتکَّْسمَتَ  نْإ  امَ  یِتْیَب ، لَهْأَ  یِترَْتعِوَ 

.ضَوْحَْلا َّیلَعَ  ادَرِیَ  یَّتحَ  اقَرِتَْفیَ  نَْلوَ  اًدَبأَ ، يدِْعَب 

Indeed, I leave among you the two weighty things: the Book of Allah and my

Household—the

Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). If you adhere to them, you shall never stray after me. They

(shall never leave one another until they both join me at the Divine Pond.(1

In the same way, the Holy Imams (‘a) have laid great emphasis on referring to them
(marji`iyyah) regarding the religious laws through numerous clear-cut traditions.
They have thus educated their followers to carry out this duty and warned them
against falling into deviations by depending upon conjecture or equitable preferences

.(istihsan) in the process of attaining religious law

p: 90

Ibn Hajar: al-Sawa`iq al-Muhriqah p. 341; al-Muttaqi al-Hindi: Kanz al-`Ummal - - 1
.1:185-189
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Commitment to the Highest Rank of Human Perfection

Point

In the view of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), achieving the highest ranks of human perfection is
one of the objectives of Islam and signifies the essential quality that the individuals of
the virtuous community must possess so that they can play their roles in human

history adequately. Only by doing so can these individuals influence the progress of
human history and bring victory, wealth, and divine fortune to a society. Declaring this

:fact, the Holy Qur’an states

نَوُبسِکْیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  مْهُاَنذْخَأَفَ  اوُبَّذکَ  نْکَِلوَ  ضِرْأَْلاوَ  ءِامََّسلا  نَِم  تٍاکَرََب  مْهِْیلَعَ  انَحْتَفََل  اوْقََّتاوَ  اوُنمَآ  يرَقُْلا  لَهْأَ  َّنأَ  وَْلوَ 

And if the people of the towns had believed and shown piety, We would certainly have
opened up for

them blessings from the heaven and the earth, but they rejected, so We

(overtook them for what they had earned. (7/96

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) emphasized this not only in the course of educating their followers
(Shi`ah), but also while demonstrating their identity and personality. In this respect,
Imam al-Ri¤a (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying to Imam

(, `Ali (‘a

قََّدصَ کََّبحَأَ وَ  نْمَِل  یَبوطُ  ُّیِلعَ ؛ ایَ 

یِف نَوُفورُْعمَ  كَوُّبحُِم  .کَِب  بََّذکَوَ  کَضَغَْبأَ  نْمَِل  لٌْیوَوَ  کَِب ،

مْهُ .کَِلذ  نِْیَب  امَوَ  یلَْفُّسلا  هعَِباَّسلا  ضِرْلأَاوَ  هعَِباَّسلا  ءِامَّسلا 

َّزعَ عِضُاوََّتلاوَ اللهِ  نِسَحَْلا  تِمَّْسلاوَ  عِرْوَلاوَ  نِیِّدلا  لُهْأَ 

َّزعَ اللهِا  رِکْذِِل  مْهُُبوُلُق  هًلَجِوَ  مْهُرُاصَْبأَ ، هًعَشِاخَ  َّلجَوَ ؛

.کَِتیَلاَوِ َّقحَ  اوُفرَعَ  دْقَوَ  َّلجَوَ ،
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O `Ali, blessed be those

who love you and believe in you. Woe be to those who bear malice against you

,and belie you. Your devotees are known by the inhabitants of the Seventh Sky

the seventh layer of the earth, and whatever exists between these two. They

are the people of religiousness, piety, noble manners, and submission to

,Almighty Allah. Their eyes and their hearts are always full of fear whenever Allah

the Almighty and Majestic, is mentioned. They have recognized their duties

(towards your (divinely commissioned) leadership.(1

p: 91

.Shaykh al-Saduq: `Uyun Akhbar al-Ri¤a, 1:261, H.21 - - 1
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In this regard, traditions have described a number of attributes and basic features
:that the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) must enjoy. These features are as follows

Worship and Asceticism

Traditions have laid emphasis on all aspects of asceticism and perseverance in
worship. Many traditions carry an excellent depiction of the exemplary worship of the
Ahl al-Bayt’s followers. In this regard, Abul-Miqdad has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as

:saying to him

؛ دِادَْقمِْلا اَبأَ  ایَ 

هٌلَِباذَ نَوُلِباَّذلا : نَوُلحِاَّنلا  نَوُبحِاَّشلا  ٍّیِلعَ  هُعَیشِ  امََّنإ 

هٌَّرفَصُْم مْهُُناوَْلأَ ، هٌرَِّیغَتَُم  مْهُُنوطُُب ، هٌصَیمِخَ  مْهُهُافَشِ ،

اوُلبَْقتَسْاوَ اًشارَِف  ضَرْلأَا  اوذُخََّتا  لُْیَّللا  مُهَُّنجَ  اذَإ  .مْهُهُوجُوُ 

رٌیِثکَ مْهُعُوُمدُ ، هٌرَیِثکَ  مْهُدُوجُسُ ، رٌیِثکَ  .مْهِهِابَجِِب  ضَرْلأَا 

...نَوُنوزُحْمَ مْهُوَ  سُاَّنلا  حُرَْفیَ  .مْهُؤُاکَُب  رٌیِثکَ  مْهُؤُاعَدُ ،

O Abul-Miqdad, the Shi`ah of `Ali are only those

who are pale, thin, and feeble. Their lips are faded because of worship and

their stomachs are emaciated. Their faces are pale and yellowish. When night

comes upon them, they take the ground as their beds and welcome the ground

with their foreheads. Their prostrations are long, their teardrops heavy, and

(their prayers innumerable. While people rejoice, they remain in grief.(1

-Shaykh al-Mufid, in his book of al-Irshad and Shaykh al

p: 92
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:Tusi, in his book of al-Amali, have reported the following

One luminous night the Commander of the Faithful, Imam `Ali, (‘a) went out of his
house towards the graveyard. A group of people followed him. He turned towards

.them and asked who they were

.We are your followers (Shi`ah), Amir al-Mu'minin,” they answered“

.” He said, “But I cannot see the marks of a true Shi`ah on your faces

.What are the marks of a true Shi`ah?” asked they“

:He (‘a) said

نِوُیعُلا شُمْعُ  رِهََّسلا ، نَِم  هِوجُوُلا  رُْفصُ 

نَِم نِوطُُبلا  صُمْخُ  مِایَقِلا ، نَِم  رِوهُُّظلا  بُدْحُ  ءِاکَُبلا ، نَِم 

هُرَبَغَ مْهِْیلَعَ  ءِاعَُّدلا ، نَِم  هِافَِّشلا  لُْبذُ  مِایَِّصلا ،

.نَیعِشِاخَْلا

The true

Shi`ah are pale-faced because of staying up at night, thin-stomached because

of fasting, and dry-lipped because of endless praying to Almighty Allah. The

(dust of humility covers them.”(1

Further details of these features described by Imam `Ali (‘a) for the true Shi`ah can
be envisaged from his discourse with al-Ahnaf ibn Qays as reported by Shaykh al-

(: Saduq in his book of Sifat al-Shi`ah (Qualities of the Shi`ah

Al-Ahnaf ibn Qays once invited Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a) to al-BaSrah after the Battle of
the Camel. When Amir al-Mu’minin responded to the invitation, he asked al-Ahnaf to
also include his companions in the invitation. Some very reverent people with

.withered skin came in
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O Amir al-Mu’minin,” asked al-Ahnaf, “What has befallen these people? Was it“
?” scarcity of food or the terror of war

p: 93

.Al-Irshad, p. 114; al-Amali, p. 216, H. 377 - - 1
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:Answering him, Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a) said

اًماوَْقأَ َّبحَأَ  هَُناحَْبسُ  اللهَا  َّنإ  فُنَحْأَ ! ایَ  لاَ 

مَِلعَ امَ  یلَعَ  مَجَهَ  نْمَ  کَُّسنَتَ  ایَْنُّدلا  رِادَ  یِف  هَُل  اوکَُّسنَتَ 

اوُلمَحَفَ اهَودُهِاشَُی  نْأَ  لِْبقَ  نِْم  هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ  نِْم  مْهِِبرُْق  نِْم 

ضِرْعَْلا مِوْیَ  حَابَصَ  اورُکَذَ  اذَإ  اوُناکَوَ  اهَدِوهُجْمَ  یلَعَ  مْهُسَفُْنأَ 

رُشُحْیَ رِاَّنلا  نَِم  جُرُخْیَ  قٍُنعُ  جَورُخُ  اومَُّهوَتَ  هَُناحَْبسُ  اللهِا  یلَعَ 

یلَعَ هِیِف  ودُْبیَ  بٍاتَکِوَ  یَلاعَتَوَ  كَرَابَتَ  مْهِِّبرَ  یَلإ  قَِئلاَخَْلا 

اًنلاَیَسَ لُیسِتَ  مْهُسُفُْنأَ  تْدَاکَفَ  مْهِِبوُنذُ ، حُِئاضَفَ  دِاهَشْلأَا  سِوؤُرُ 

مْهُُلوقُعُ مْهُُقرِافَُتوَ  اًنارَیَطَ ، فِوْخَْلا  هِحَِنجْأَِب  مْهُُبوُلُق  رُیطِتَ  وْأَ 

.اًنایَلَغَ هَُناحَْبسُ  اللهِا  یَلإ  دُِّرجََّتلا  لِجْأَ  نِْم  مْهِِب  تْلَغَ  اذَإ 

نَوعُجَْفُی اوُناکَوَ  مِلَُّظلا ، یجَدُ  یِف  هِِلاوَلا  نَیِنحَ  نَوُّنحِِی  اوُناکَفَ 

، مِاسَجِْلا لَْبذُ  اوْضَمَفَ  مْهُسَفُْنأَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اوفُقَوْأَ  امَ  فِوْخَ  نِْم 

هًصَِماخَ مْهُهُافَشِ ، هًلَِباذَ  مْهُهُوجُوُ ، هًحَِلاکَ  مْهُُبوُلُق ، هًنَیزِحَ 

نَوعُِّشخَتَُم لِْیَّللاِب ، هٍشَحْوَ  رُاَّمسُ  .يرَاکَسُ  مْهُارَتَ  مْهُُنوطُُب ،

، هًیَِنلاَعَوَ اًرّسِ  مْهَُلامَعْأَ  اوصُلَخْأَ اللهِ  دْقَ  لٍاوََب ، نٌانَشِ  مْهَُّنأَکَ 

بَابَِق اوسُرَحَ  نْمَکَ  اوُناکَ  لَْب  مْهُُبوُلُق ، هِعِزَفَ  نِْم  نْمَأْتَ  مْلَفَ 

، نُوُیعُْلا تِمَاَن  دْقَوَ  مْهِِتلَْیَل ، یِف  مْهُتَْیأَرَ  وْلَفَ  .مْهِجِارَخَ 

رِوکُوُلا یِف  رِْیَّطلا  نَِم  تُاکَرَحَْلا  تِنَکَسَوَ  تُاوَصْلأَا ، تِأَدَهَوَ 

امَکَ دِاقَُّرلا  نِعَ  دِیعِوَْلاِب  هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ  لُوْهَ  مْهُهَنَهَْن  دْقَوَ 

انَسُأَب مْهُیَِتأیَ  نْأَ  يرَقُْلا  لُهْأَ  نَِمأَفَأَ  : ” هَُناحَْبسُ لَاقَ 
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یَلإ اوُماقَوَ  نَیعِزِِف ، اهَْیَلإ  اوظُقَْیتَسْافَ  نَومُِئاَن “؟ مْهُوَ  اًتایََب 

نَوکُْبیَ نَیحِِّبسَُم ، يرَخْأُوَ  هًرَاتَ  نَیکِاَب  نَیِلِّوعَُم ، مْهِِتلاَصَ 

.نَوکُْبیَ ءَامَهَْب  هًمَِلظُْم  هًلَْیَل  نَوُّفطَصْیَ  نَوُّنرُیَوَ ، مْهِِبیرِاحَمَ  یِف 

، مْهِِفارَطْأَ یلَعَ  اًمایَِق  مْهِِتلَْیَل  یِف  فُنَحْأَ  ایَ  مْهُتَْیأَرَ  وْلَفَ 

دِقَ مْهِِتلاَصَِل ، نِآرْقُْلا  ءَازَجْأَ  نَوُلْتیَ  مْهُرُوهُظُ  هًیَِنحَْنُم 

رُاَّنلا تَْلخِ  اورُفَزَ  اذَإ  مْهُرُیِفزَوَ ، مْهُُبیحَِنوَ  مْهُُلاوَعْإ  تَّْدتَشْا 

لُسِلاََّسلا تَْبسِحَ  اوُلوَعْأَ  اذَإوَ  مْهِمِیِقلاَحَ ، یَلإ  مْهُْنِم  تْذَخَأَ  دْقَ 

تَْیأَرََل اًذإ  مْهِرِاهََن  یِف  مْهُتَْیأَرَ  وْلَفَ  مْهِِقانَعْأَ ، یِف  تْدَِّفصُ  دْقَ 

اذَإفَ اًنسْحُ  سِاَّنلِل   ” نَوُلوقُیَوَ اًنوْهَ “ ضِرْلأَا  یلَعَ  نَوشُمْیَ   ” اًموقَ

وِْغَّللاِب اوُّرمَ  اذَإِوَ  “ ” اًملاَسَ اوُلاقَ  نَوُلهِاجَْلا  مُهُبَطَاخَ  ”

اومُکَْبأَوَ تِامَهََّتلا ، نَِم  مْهُمَادَْقأَ  اودَُّیقَ  دقَ  اًمارَکِ .“ اوُّرمَ 

مْهُعَامَسْأَ اومَُّجسَوَ  سِاَّنلا ، ضِارَعْأَ  یِف  اومَُّلکَتَیَ  نْأَ  مْهُتَنَسِْلأَ 

نِعَ رِصَبَْلا  ِّضغَِب  مْهُرَاصَْبأَ  اوُلَّحکَوَ  ضٍِئاخَ ، ضُوْخَ  اهَجَِلیَ  نْأَ 

اًنِمآ نَاکَ  اهَلَخَدَ  نْمَ  یِتَّلا  مِلاََّسلا  رَادَ  اوْحَتَْناوَ  یصِاعَمَْلا ،

یِف كَرُظََن  کَلَغَشَ  فُنَحْأَ  ایَ  کََّلعَلَفَ  .نِازَحْلأَاوَ  بِْیَّرلا  نَِم 

تَْلغِشْأُ دْقَ  رٍادَوَ  اهَهِجْوَ ، هِرَاضَغَِب  مَاقَسْلأَا  يدِْبُت  هٍدَحِاوَ  هِجْوَ 

هٌلََّکوَُم مُاجَلآاوَ  حُیِّرلاوَ  اهَتَْقَّلعَ ، دْقَ  رٍوُتسُوَ  اهَِقاوَرَ  شِْقنَِب 

رُاَّدلا کَْتمَحْأَفَ  ءِاقَبَْلا  رَادَ  هِذِهَ  كَرُادَ  تْسَْیَلوَ  .اهَرِمَثَِب 

اهَیِف قََّقشَفَ  ءَاضَْیَب ، هٍؤَُلؤُْل  نِْم  هَُناحَْبسُ  اللهُا  اهَقَلَخَ  یِتَّلا 

جَِّضُّنلاِب اهَْیلَعَ  لَلَظْأَوَ  اهَرَاجَشْأَ ، اهَیِف  سَرَغَوَ  اهَرَاهَْنأَ ،
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اهَنَکَسْأَ َّمُث  .اهَرِوحُ  نِْم  قِِتاوَعَْلاِب  اهَسَبَکَوَ  اهَرِامَْثأَ  نِْم 

اوُمدِقَ دْقَوَ  فُنَحْأَ  ایَ  مْهُتَْیأَرَ  وْلَفَ  .هِِتعَاطَ  لَهْأَوَ  هُءَایَِلوْأَ 

تْتََّوصَ مْهُُبِئانَجَ  تَْبرِضُ  اذَإفَ  هَُناحَْبسُ  مْهِِّبرَ  تِادَایَزِ  یلَعَ 

مْهُْتَّلظَأَوَ اهَْنِم ، نَسَحْأَِب  نَوعُِماَّسلا  عِمَسْیَ  مَْل  تٍاوَصْأَِب  مْهُُلحِاوَرَ 

اهَُلوُیخُ تْلَهِصَوَ  نَدَاَّرلاوَ ، کَسْمِْلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  تْرَطَْمأَفَ  هٌمَامَغَ 

بُِثکُ نَْیَب  مْهُُقوُن  مْهِِب  تْلََّلختَوَ  نِانَجِْلا ، کَْلِت  سِارَغْأَ  نَْیَب 

نُاجَرْمَْلاوَ ؤُُلؤُّْللا  مُهِِمادَْقأَ  تِحْتَ  نِْم  ئُطَِّتیَوَ  نِارَفَعَّْزلا 

مْهَُل تِجَاهَوَ  .نِاحَْیَّرلا  رِِبانَمَِب  اهَُتمَرِاهَقَ  مْهُْتلَبَْقتَسْاوَ 

، نَاوَحُْقلأُاوَ نَیمِسَایَْلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  تْرَثَنَفَ  شِرْعَْلا  لِبَِق  نِْم  حٌیرِ 

نَودُجُسْیَ َّمُث  نُاوَضْرِ  بَابَْلا  مُهَُل  حُتَْفیَفَ  اهَِباَب  یَلإ  اوُبهَذَوَ 

، مْکُسَوؤرُ اوعُفَرْإ  رُاَّبجَْلا : مُهَُل  لَاقَفَ  .نِانَجِْلا  ءِانَفَ  یِف  اللهِ 

هََّنجَ مْکُُتْنکَسْأَوَ  هِدَابَعِْلا ، هََنوؤمَ  مْکُْنعَ  تُْعفَرَ  دْقَ  یِّنإفَ 

، یِملاَکَ رِدْصَ  یِف  کََل  تُرْکَذَ  امَ  فُنَحْأَ  ایَ  کَتَافَ  نْإفَ  .نِاوَضِّْرلا 

نَْیَبوَ اهَنَْیَب  َّنفََّوطَُتَلوَ  نِارَطِقَْلا  لِیِبارَسَ  یِف  َّنکُرَْتُتَل 

مْکَفَ هِجِاضَْنأَ ، یِف  نِایَلَغَْلا  َّراحَ  اًبارَشَ  َّنیَقَسُْتَلوَ  نٍآ ، مٍیمِحَ 

هٍَّوشَُموَ مٍوشُهْمَ  هٍجْوَوَ  مٍوطُحْمَ  بٍْلصُ  نِْم  رِاَّنلا  یِف  ذٍِئمَؤْیَ 

مَحَتَْلاوَ هَُّفکَ ، هُعَِماجَْلا  تِلَکَأَ  دْقَ  مِوطُرْخُْلا ، یلَعَ  بٍورُضْمَ 

، اهَِتیَدِوْأَ یِف  نَورُدِحَْنیَ  فُنَحْأَ  ایَ  مْهُتَْیأَرَ  وْلَفَ  .هِقُِنعُِب  قُوَّْطلا 

، نِارَطِقَلا نَِم  تِاعََّطقَمُْلا  اوسُِبْلأُ  دْقَوَ  اهََلابَجِ ، نَودُعَصْیَوَ 

أَوَسْأَِب اوُثاغَتَسْا  اذَإفَ  اهَِنیطِایَشَوَ ، اهَرِاَّجُف  عَمَ  اوُنرِْقأُوَ 
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تَْیأَرَ وَْلوَ  اهَُتاَّیحَوَ ، اهَُبرِاقَعَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  تَّْدشَ  قٍیرِحَ  نِْم  ذٍخْأَ 

ایَوَ اهَمِیعَِنوَ ، هَِّنجَْلا  لَهْأَ  ایَ  لُوقُیَ : وَهُوَ  يدِانَُی  اًیدِانَُم 

، مْهُؤُاجَرَ عُطِقَْنیَ  اهَدَْنعِفَ  تَوْمَ ، لاَفَ  دٌوُلخُ  اهَِللَحُوَ ، اهَِّیِلحُ  لَهْأَ 

ذٍِئمَوْیَ مْکَفَ  .بُابَسْلأَا  مُهِِب  عُطِقَْنتَوَ  بُاوَْبلأَا ، قُِلغَْنتَوَ 

! هُاَبابَشَاوَ يدِانَُی  ٍّباشَ  نِْم  مْکَوَ  هُاتَبَْیشَاوَ ! يدِانَُی  خٍْیشَ  نِْم 

، رُوُتُّسلا مُهُْنعَ  تْکَِتهُ  هُاتَحَیضِفَاوَ ! يدِانَُت  هٍأَرَْما  نِِم  مْکَوَ 

هٌسَمْغَ کََل  ایَ  .سٌوُبحْمَ  اهَِقابَطْأَ  نَْیَب  سٍومُْغمَ  نِْم  ذٍِئمَوْیَ  مْکَفَ 

نِارَدْجُْلا یلَعَ  دَِّربَمُْلا  ءِامَْلاوَ  نِاَّتکُلا  سِابَِل  دْعََب  کَْتسَبَْلأَ 

اًرْعشَ کََل  عْدَیَ  مَْل  اًسابَِل  نٍاوَْلأَ  دَْعَب  اًناوَْلأَ  مِاعََّطلا  لِکْأَوَ 

اهَِب رُصِْبُت  تَْنکُ  اًنْیعَ  لاَوَ  هُضََّیَب  َّلاإ  هُمَعِطُْم  تَْنکُ  اًمعِاَن 

کَِلذَوَ نَیِمرِجْمُْلِل ، اللهُا  َّدعَأَ  امَ  اذَهَ  اهَأَقَفَ ، َّلاإ  بٍیِبحَ  یَلإ 

.نَیقَِّتمُْلِل اللهُا  َّدعَأَ  امَ 

,No

Ahnaf. Their state is not due to either. Allah, the Glorified, loved some

people, those who served Him with devotion in this world as if they were heavily

burdened, because He knew their dread of the Day of Resurrection before they had

witnessed it. My companions have therefore exerted all their possible efforts

in this regard. When they imagine the morning when all creatures will appear in

the presence of their Lord, they imagine a rope coming out of Hell to gather

all the creatures before their Lord and visualize the record that will open
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before the Witnesses and uncover all their sins. Thus, their souls turn to

flee, their hearts seek escape with wings of fear, and their minds toss

hither and thither as if boiling in a cauldron. Though they long (to meet

Allah) with the longing of one lost in the darkness, they are distressed and

afraid because of that to which they have dedicated themselves. Thus, they

have become weak-bodied, broken-hearted, gloomy-faced, dry-lipped, and

thin-stomached. You see them as if they are drunk; they talk in the

loneliness of nights and are as worn out as their shriveled skins. They have

sincerely offered their acts to Allah, overtly and in private. Their hearts

have never felt secure because of their fear of Allah. They have guarded

their actions knowing they were the domes of their tribute. Were you to see

them at night—when eyes sleep, silence prevails, and birds remain calm and

motionless in their nests—the threatening horror of the Day of Resurrection

deters them from sleeping, being reminded of Allah saying, “Did the people of

the towns think themselves secure from Our wrath that could strike them at

night during their sleep? (7:97)” So, they wake up panic-stricken, and hurry

to their prayers, crying. Sometimes they weep and at other times praise

,Allah. In their places of worship, their wailing resounds. On gloomy nights

they weep. Were you, O Ahnaf, to see them at night either standing or with

,backs bent! They recite parts of the Qur’an in their prayers. Their wailings
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lamentations, and sighs are heart-rending. If they sigh, you think the fire

of Hell) has taken them by the throat. If they wail, you think their necks are)

in the noose. If you look at them during the day, you see them as people who

walk gently on the earth,” speak “politely to people,” and “when addressed“

by the ignorant ones, their only response is, ‘Peace be with you.’” And “when

they come across something impious, they pass by, ignoring it.” They prevent

their feet from following and investigating people’s defects, stop their

tongues from speaking ill of people’s reputations, check their ears from hearing

evil about others, turn their eyes away from (looking at) the acts of

disobedience to Allah, and direct them towards the Abode of Peace—whoever

enters it will be saved from doubt and grief. It seems, O Ahnaf, that you

have been engaged in looking at a face that afflicts you with various sorts

;of misfortunes the very moment that you enjoy looking at its prosperous appearance

and you have been engaged in looking at the drawings of the exterior of that

lodging, as well as its hanging curtains, while wind and hot weather are destroying

its fruits within. Nevertheless, that lodging, which is definitely not your

permanent abode, has distracted you from (working for) the Final Abode that

Allah created from a white pearl, deep rivers, and planted trees, and cast

shadows of ripe fruit over it, and filled it with young Paradisiacal women

houris). There He will lodge (permanently) His disciples and the obedient)
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people. Were you, O Ahnaf, to see them when

,they will come to their Lord, the Glorified! When their mares are stricken

their riding camels will produce a sound that no one has ever heard. A cloud

that rains musk and saffron will overshadow them. Their mares will neigh among

the plants of the gardens (of Paradise), and their camels will take them over

.the rising slopes of saffron. They will walk solemnly on pearls and corals

The curators of Paradise will receive them with pulpits of basil. A wind from

the direction of the Divine Throne will then disperse over them jasmine and

daisies. When they approach the portals (of Paradise), Ri¤wan (the Paradise

doorkeeper) will open these portals before them and they will prostrate

,themselves before Allah in the courtyard of Paradise. Allah, the Omnipotent

will say to them, “Raise your heads. I have freed you from the burden of

,worship and housed you in the bliss of contentment.” If you, O Ahnaf

disregard that which I have related, you will be left in shirts of tar, run between

blazing fire and boiling water, and be served with boiling water. On that

day, many spines will be broken, many faces distorted, and many deformed and

beaten on the nose. Likewise, chains will gouge the palms of many and bands will

choke the necks. Were you, O Ahnaf, to see them slipping into the valleys of

Hell and climbing the mountains there while dressed in tar and grouped with

the sinful and the devils! If they call for help against the fire, scorpions
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and snakes will attack them. Were you also to see the caller who will say, “O

people of Paradise and its bliss, jewels, and garments, you will live forever

and you will never die.” Only then will they lose hope completely. The doors

will close and relationships will be cut off. On that day, many old men will

mourn their old age, many youths will mourn their youth, and many women will bewail

their scandals. The screens (separating them from Hell) will be removed. On

.that day, many will be dipped into and detained between the layers of Hell

It is a dip that will cause you to wear a garment–after having worn linen

clothes, drunk water that was cooled, and eaten various meals—which will turn

every single smooth hair grey and gouge out the eye with which you saw your

dear ones. This is what Allah has prepared for the offenders and that was what Allah
has prepared for the

(God-fearing.(1

p: 94

Shaykh al-Saduq, Sifat al-Shi`ah, English version translated by Badr Shahin, pp. - - 1
.329-336
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Another depiction has been reported by al-Karachaki in his book of Kanz al-Fawa'id (1)
as reported by Nawf al-Bakkali(2) from Imam `Ali (‘a) in an address to a group of his
companions among whom was Hammam ibn `Abadah ibn Khaytham. A part of this

(discourse has been recorded by al-Sharif al-Ra¤i in Nahj al-Balaghah.(3

Practical Belief in Wilāyah

One of the characteristics of the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is conformity

between their claim of Shi`ism and loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) on the one hand, and
practical patterning after them on the other. Islam has highlighted this as one of its

:most significant principles. The Holy Qur’an says

نَوُلعَْفتَ اَل  امَ  نَوُلوقُتَ  مَِل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

نَوُلعَْفتَ اَل  امَ  اوُلوقُتَ  نْأَ  هَِّللا  دَْنعِ  اتًْقمَ  رَُبکَ 

O you

who believe: Why do you say that which you do not do? It is most hateful to

(Allah that you should say that which you do not do. (61/2-3

p: 99

.Kanz al-Fawa’id 1:87-88; Bihar al-Anwar 68:191, H. 47 - - 1
.Kanz al-Fawa’id 1:88-92; Bihar al-Anwar 68:192-196, H. 48 - - 2

Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 193. This sermon is as follows: It is related that a - - 3
companion of Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a) called Hammam, who was a man devoted to
worship, said to him “O Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a), describe to me the pious men in such a
way that I can see them.” Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a) avoided responding to him and,
instead said, O Hammam, fear Allah and perform good acts because “verily, Allah is
with those who guard themselves against evil and those who do good to others.
(16:128)” Hammam was not satisfied with this reply; he therefore forced him to speak.
Thereupon, Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a) praised and extolled Allah, invoked His blessings
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upon the Holy Prophet (S), and spoke thus: Now then, Allah the Glorified, the Sublime,
created (the things of) creation. He created them without having any need for their
obedience or need to be safe from their sins, because the sin of anyone who sins does
not harm Him nor does the obedience of anyone who obeys Him benefit Him. He has
distributed among them their livelihood, and has assigned them their positions in the
world. Thus, among the God-fearing are the people of distinction. Their speech is to
the point, their dress is moderate and their gait is humble. They keep their eyes closed
to what Allah has made unlawful for them, and they use their ears to gain that
knowledge which is beneficial to them. They remain, in the time of trials, as though
they are in comfort. If there had not been fixed periods (of life) ordained for each,
their spirits would not have remained in their bodies even for the twinkling of an eye
because of (their) eagerness for the reward and fear of chastisement. The greatness
of the Creator permeates their hearts and, as a result, everything else appears small

in their eyes. Thus to them Paradise is before them as though they see it and are
enjoying its favors. They also feel that Hell is before them as if they see it and are
suffering punishment in it. Their hearts are grieved, they are protected against evils,
their bodies are thin, their needs are scanty, and their souls are chaste. They endure
(hardship) for a short while, and in consequence they secure comfort forever. It is a
beneficial transaction that Allah made easy for them. The world aimed at them, but
they did not aim at it. It captured them, but they freed themselves from it by paying
the ransom. During night they stand on their feet reading portions of the Qur'an and
reciting it in a well-measured way, creating through it grief for themselves and
seeking by it the cure for their ailments. If they come across a verse that brings about
eagerness (for Paradise), they pursue it avidly, their spirits turn towards it eagerly,
and they feel as if it is in front of them. When they come across a verse that concerns
fear (of Hell), they picture it in their minds and feel as though the sound of Hell and its
cries are reaching their ears. They bow and prostrate themselves–touching their
foreheads, palms, knees and toes–and beseech Allah, the Sublime, for their
deliverance. During the day, they are enduring, learned, virtuous and God-fearing.
Fear (of Allah) has made them thin like arrows. Whoever looks at them believes they
are sick, although they are not, or that they have gone mad. In fact, great concern
(i.e., fear) has made them seem such. They are not satisfied with their meager good
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acts, and do not regard their major acts as great. They always reproach themselves

and are afraid of the unacceptability of their deeds. When any one of them is spoken
of highly, he says: “I know myself better than others, and my Lord knows me better
than I know myself. O Allah, do not deal with me according to what they say, and
make me better than they think of me and forgive me (those shortcomings) which
they do not know. The qualities that you will see in one of them is that he has strength
in religion, determination along with leniency, faith with conviction, eagerness in
(seeking) knowledge in forbearance, moderation in riches, devotion in worship,
gracefulness in hunger, endurance in hardship, desire for the lawful, pleasure in
guidance and hatred for greed. He performs virtuous deeds but still feels afraid. In the
evening, he is anxious to offer thanks (to Allah). In the morning, his anxiety is to
engage in remembrance of (Allah). He passes the night in fear and rises in the
morning in joy—fear lest night passes in forgetfulness and joy over the favor and
mercy he has received. If his self refuses to endure a thing it does not like, he still
does not grant its request for what it likes. The coolness of his eye lies in what is to
last forever, while from the things (of this world) that will not last he keeps aloof. He
transfuses knowledge with forbearance, and speech with action. You will see his
hopes simple, his shortcomings few, his heart fearing, his spirit contented, his meal

small and simple, his religion safe, his desires dead and his anger suppressed. Good
alone is expected from him. Evil from him is not to be feared. Even if he is found
among those who forget (Allah) he is counted among those who remember (Him), but
if he is among the rememberers he is not counted among the forgetful. He forgives
him who is unjust to him, and he gives to him who deprives him. He behaves well with
him who behaves ill with him. Indecent speech is far from him, his utterance is lenient,
his vices non-existent, his virtues abide, good precedes him and mischief has turned
its face (from him). He is dignified during calamities, patient in distress, and thankful
during ease. He does not commit excess even towards him whom he hates, and does
not commit sin for the sake of him whom he loves. He admits truth before evidence is
brought against him. He does not misappropriate what is placed in his trust nor forget
what he is required to remember. He does not utter profanities, cause harm to his
neighbors, feel happy at the misfortunes of others, enter into wrong nor abandon the
boundaries of right. If he is silent, this silence does not grieve him, if he laughs he does
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not raise his voice, and if he is wronged he endures until Allah takes revenge on his
behalf. His own self is in distress because of his actions, while the people are in ease
from them. He puts himself in hardship for the sake of the next life, and makes people
feel safe. His keeping away from others is for the sake of asceticism and purification,
and his nearness to those to whom he is near is by way of leniency and mercifulness.
His keeping away is not due to vanity or feeling of greatness, nor his nearness due to
deceit and cheating. It is related that, after this speech, Hammam passed into a deep
swoon and then expired. Then Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a) said: Verily, by Allah, I feared this
would happen to him. Then he added: Effective advice produces such effects on
receptive minds. Someone said to him: O Amir al-Mu’minin, how is it you do not
receive such an effect? Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a) replied: Woe to you. For death there is a
fixed hour that cannot be exceeded, and a cause which does not change. Be careful,
never repeat what Satan just put on your tongue. (From Syed Ali Reza’s translation of

(. Nahj al-Balaghah
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The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have also called attention to this principle as they established
connections between faith and practice and clearly stated that perfection of faith
cannot be achieved without putting faith into practice. In the coming discussions,

:more light will be shed on this topic. Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

یِف رَْملأَا  اذَهَ  یعََّدإ  نِمَِل  یغِبَْنیَ 

ُّلحُِی هِیَِنلاَعَْلا … یِف  نٍاهَرُْبِب  هِْیلَعَ  یَِتأْیَ  نْأَ  ِّرِّسلا 

قُِّدصَُی رٌهِاظَ  هَُل  نُوکُیَوَ  اللهِا ، مَارَحَ  مُِّرحَُیوَ  اللهِا ، لَلاَحَ 

.هُنَطِاَب

He who claims embracing this faith (i.e. loyalty

to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)) within one’s heart must provide overt proof.…He

must commit to all that which Almighty Allah has deemed lawful, refrain from
whatever

He has deemed unlawful, and show an outward appearance that proves his inner
(belief.(1

:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

هِِناسَِلِب لَاقَ  نْمَ  انَِتعَیشِ  نِْم  سَْیَل 

نْمَ انَِتعَیشِ  نِْم  نْکَِلوَ  اَنرِاَثآوَ ؛ انَِلامَعْأَ  یِف  انَفََلاخَوَ 

.انَلَمَعَ لَمِعَوَ  اَنرَاَثآ  عَبََّتاوَ  هِِبْلقَوَ  هِِناسَِلِب  انَقَفَاوَ 

.انَُتعَیشِ کَِئَلوأُ 

,Verily

he who claims being one of our followers in words but violates our deeds and

traditions is not one of our Shi`ah. Our Shi`ah are only those who concur
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with us in words and intentions, imitate our traditions, and emulate our

(deeds. These, indeed, are our Shi`ah.(2

p: 103

.Al-Nu`mani, al-Ghaybah, p. 113, H. 7 - - 1
.Tafsir al-Imam al-`Askari, p. 330 - - 2
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Through an authentic chain of authority, al-Kashshi reported Dawud ibn Farqad to
:have said that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

یهَُّنلا اوُلوأُ  یِباحَصْأَ  َّنإ 

نِْم سَْیلَفَ  یقَُّتلاوَ  یهَُّنلا  لِهْأَ  نِْم  نْکُیَ  مَْل  نْمَفَ  یقَُّتلاوَ ؛

.یِباحَصْأَ

My companions are verily

the people of understanding and piety. Hence, he who does not enjoy

(understanding and piety is not my companion.(1

Cordial and Practical Devotion to Almighty Allah

Another feature that distinguishes the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is devotion to
Almighty Allah in practice and behavior as well as in emotions and feelings—at both
individual and collective levels—which includes commitment to building good
relationships with others in order to connect with Almighty Allah. In other words,
followers of Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) befriend people for Almighty Allah’s sake, shun others for
the same sake, and keep themselves away from worldly attractions and carnal

.tendencies

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have focused on this aspect, which expresses real religiousness
and faith in the doctrinal commitments of a Muslim. They have laid down this aspect
as a goal and objective for their followers. This has come in the form of traditions and
discourses declaring this objective openly or expressing it as one of the practical

.commitments

In his book of al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through an authentic chain of
authority that Abu-`Ubaydah

p: 104
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Al-Kashshi, Ikhtiyar Ma`rifat al-Rijal, p. 525; Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar, - - 1
.68:166, H. 17
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:al-Hadhdha' reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

یطَعْأَوَ اللهِ ضَغَْبأَوَ اللهِ  َّبحَأَ اللهِ  نْمَ 

.هُُنامَ - يإِ لَمُکَ  نَّْمِم  وَهُفَ 

(He who loves, hates, and gives for the sake of Allah actually enjoys perfect faith.(1

:According to another tradition, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

بِعَشُ مِظَعْأَ  نِْم  اللهِا  یِف  نِِمؤْمُْلا  ُّد  ِ

یِف یطَعْأَوَ  اللهِا  یِف  ضَغَْبأَوَ  اللهِا  یِف  َّبحَأَ  نْمَوَ  لاَأَ  .نِامَیلإا 

.اللهِا ءِایَفِصْأَ  نِْم  وَهُفَ  اللهِا  یِف  عَنَمَوَ  اللهِا 

When a believer loves (others) for the sake of Almighty Allah, this will be one of

the greatest parts of faith. Verily, he who loves, hates, gives, and

(withholds for the sake of Almighty Allah is one of His elite servants.(2

Other traditions also express true faith and piety through love that is intended purely
for Allah’s sake. Fu¤ayl ibn Yasar reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) whether

:loving and hating for Allah’s sake is part of faith. The Imam (‘a) answered

؟ ضُْغُبلاوَ ُّبحُْلا  َّلاإ  نُامَیلإا  لِهَوَ 

?Is true faith anything other than love and hate

:Then, the Imam (‘a) quoted the following Qur’anic verse to confirm his words

نَودُشِاَّرلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوأُ  نَایَصْعِْلاوَ  قَوسُفُْلاوَ  رَْفکُْلا  مُکُْیَلإِ  هََّرکَوَ  مْکُِبوُلُق  یِف  هُنََّیزَوَ  نَامَیإِْلا  مُکُْیَلإِ  بََّبحَ  هََّللا  َّنکَِلوَ 

Allah has endeared faith to you and has…

,made it seemly in your hearts, and He has made hateful to you unbelief

.transgression and disobedience; these are the followers of a right way

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 167 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_105_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_105_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(3)(49/7)
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.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:431, H. 1 - - 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:431, H. 3 - - 2
Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:435, H. 16; Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin, 1:409, H. 930, - - 3
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:Abu-Ubaydah al-Hadhdha' also reported that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said to him

! کَحَْیوَ دُایَزِ ، ایَ 

نَوُّبحُِت مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  لُْق  : ﴿ یَلاعَتَ اللهِا  لَوْقَ  يرَتَ  لاَأَ  ُّبحُْلا ؟ َّلاإ  نُیِّدلا  لِهَوَ 

هَُّللاوَ مْکَُبوُنذُ  مْکَُل  رْفِْغیَوَ  هَُّللا  مُکُْبِبحُْی  یِنوعُِبَّتافَ  هََّللا 

﴾ مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ 

O Ziyad, woe unto you! Is faith anything other than love? You should

have considered Almighty Allah’s saying (in the Holy Qur’an), “Say: If you

,love Allah, then follow me, Allah will love you and forgive you your faults

(and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. (3/31)”(1

Acting as Excellent Exemplars

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have listed a number of features, the most important of which is
to become excellent exemplars among people in both individual and social behavior.
Because of the necessity of this feature, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have instructed their
followers to be characterized by it; making it one of the goals of building a virtuous

.community

This emphasis of the Holy Imams (‘a) that their followers be characterized by piety,
godliness, sincerity, and constancy in worship can represent only one aspect of the

p: 106
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.many aspects of acting as excellent exemplars

In view of this, the practical demonstration as excellent exemplars must be among

the features that distinguish the Shi`ah from others. Moreover, the Holy Imams (‘a),
through traditions, have matched this feature to their own attributes, since the

.Imams (‘a) have always been excellent exemplars

:Umar ibn Yahya is reported to have heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying`

دٍَّمحَُم لُآ  عِرَوَْلاِب  سِاَّنلا  َّقحَأَ  َّنإ 

.مْهِِب هَُّیعَِّرلا  يَدِتَْقتَ  امَْیکَ  مْهُُتعَیشِوَ ،

,Verily

(the first to be characterized by devoutness are the Household of Muhammad (‘a

((and their followers so that the people will pattern themselves after them.((1

:As has been previously cited, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

َّنإفَ

يَّدأَوَ ثَیدِحَْلا  قَدَصَوَ  هِِنیدِ  یِف  عَرِوَ  اذَإ  مْکُْنِم  لَجَُّرلا 

، ٌّيرِفَْعجَ اذَهَ  لَیِق  سِاَّنلا  عَمَ  هُقَُلخُ  نََّسحَوَ  هََنامَلأَا 

اذَهَ لَیِقوَ  رَورُُّسلا ، هُْنِم  َّیلَعَ  لُخُدْیَوَ  کَِلذَ  یِنُّرسُیَفَ 

َّنأَ مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  یِبأَ  یِنَثَّدحََل  اللهِاوَ  .رٍفَْعجَ  بُدَأَ 

هِْیلَعَ ٍّیِلعَ  هِعَیشِ  نِْم  هِلَیِبقَلا  یِف  نُوکُیَ  نَاکَ  لَجَُّرلا 

مْهُاضَْقأَوَ هَِنامَلأَِل ، مْهُادَآ  اهَنَْیزَ ، نُوکُیَفَ  مُلاََّسلا 

مْهُایَاصَوَ هِْیَلإ  ثِیدِحَْلِل ، مْهُقَدَصْأَوَ  قِوقُحُْلِل ،

؟ نٍلاُف لُْثِم  نْمَ  لُوقُتَفَ : هُْنعَ  هُرَیشِعَْلا  لُأَسُْت  مْهُعُِئادَوَوَ ،
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.ثِیدِحَْلِل انَُقدَصْأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَِل  اَنادَآ  هَُّنإ 

Verily, if one of you

shows piety in his religious affairs, speaks nothing but the truth, and

behaves politely towards the people, they will refer to him as belonging to

.Ja`far and they will say that this is the way Ja`far educates his followers

This will please me and fill me with delight. If one does the opposite, it is

I who will be defamed and offended, since the people will say that Ja`far has

(educated his followers in this manner. I swear by Allah that my father (‘a

told me that a Shi`ite in a clan would be the best of its individuals, the

.most trustworthy, the most observant of their rights, and the most honest

The other individuals would always keep their wills and trusts with him, and

,when asked about him, they would answer that he was unmatched among them

(since he was the most trustworthy and the most honest.(2

p: 107

.Bisharat al-Mussafa, p. 17 - - 1
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported as saying

بَاحَصْأَ َّنإ 

، لِِئابَقَْلا یِف  مْهِْیَلإ  رَوظُْنمَْلا  اوُناکَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ 

.سِاَّنلا دَْنعِ  نَیِّیضِرْمَ  عِِئادَوَْلا ، بَاحَصْأَ  اوُناکَوَ 

(The companions of `Ali (‘a

were the most notable figures in their clans. They were also the most

(trustworthy and the most respected in the eyes of the people.(1

According to another tradition, Sulayman ibn Mahran reported that he once visited
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and found a group of Shi`ah listening to the Imam while he was

:instructing them by saying

لاَوَ اًنْیزَ ، انََل  اوُنوکُ  هِعَیِّشلا ! رَشِاعَمَ 

اوظُفَحْاوَ اًنسْحُ ، سِاَّنلِل  اوُلوُق  .اًنْیشَ  انَْیلَعَ  اوُنوکُتَ 

.لِوْقَلا حِْبُقوَ  لِوضُفُلا  نِعَ  اهَوُّفکُوَ  مْکُتَنَسِْلأَ ،

O groups of Shi`ah, represent us with fairness and

do not represent us unbecomingly. Speak to men good words, withhold your tongues
((from speaking evil), and desist from idle chat and foul language.(2

p: 108

.Al-Tabrisi, Mishkat al-Anwar, p. 63 - - 1
.Shaykh al-Tusi, al-Ameli, p. 440, H. 987 - - 2
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Steadfastness

The capability to withstand and undertake the great historical responsibility of
steadfastness in order to achieve the major goals of Imamate must be found in the
personalities of the individuals of the virtuous community, because without such
qualities human perfection cannot be attained. Steadfastness includes commitment,
self-control, keeping a confidence, patience, trust in Allah and reliance upon Him, self-
sacrifice, courteous association with people, fulfillment of promises and trusts,
practicing the noble manners of Islam, cognizance and a sound understanding of the

.historical conditions and events of Islam

The virtuous community is in urgent need of these qualities to ensure endurance in
the face of annihilation and spiritual and mental pressure exercised by the enemies

against them; to confront social clashes, political changes, ethical and social
problems; and to guarantee the continuity of the transmission of the message of
Islam to the coming generations. To facilitate this, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) prepared, for
their followers, multi-dimensional systems, regulations, special rules—such as
taqiyyah—and a collective security system.(1) They also drafted certain systems of
social association which include the spiritual, ethical, and cultural aspects of life. The
Holy Imams (‘a) have considered compliance with these regulations to be one of the

.features that discriminate a Shi`ite individual from others

:Let us now mention some traditions that refer to the quality of steadfastness

,Ibn Sadaqah has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

p: 109

.Later on we will discuss these aspects in further detail - - 1
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دَْنعِ انَتَعَیشِ  اوُنحِتَْمإ 

اَنرِارَسْأَ یَلإوَ  اهَْیلَعَ ، مْهُُتظَفَاحَُم  فَْیکَ  هِلاََّصلا  تِیِقاوَمَ 

فَْیکَ مْهِِلاوَْمأَ  یَلإوَ  اَنِّودُعَ ، دَْنعِ  اهََل  مْهُظُْفحِ  فَْیکَ 

.اهَیِف مْهِِناوَخْلإِ  مْهُُتاسَاوَُم 

(You can test our true followers (the Shi`ah

through their performing the prayers at the best time of prayer, keeping our

secrets from our enemies, and taking their brethren-in-faith as partners in

(their wealth.(1

Another tradition holds that Abul-Rabi` al-Shami reported that he once visited Imam

al-Sadiq (‘a) and found his house full of attendants some of whom were from
Khurasan and others from Syria and other districts. He could not find a place to sit.

:Then, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), who was leaning, sat erect and said

سَْیَل هَُّنأَ  اومُلَعْإ  دٍَّمحَُم ! لِآ  هَعَیشِ  ایَ 

نْسِحُْی مَْل  نْمَوَ  هِِبضَغَ ، دَْنعِ  هُسَْفَن  کِْلمْیَ  مَْل  نْمَ  اَّنِم 

نْمَ هَقَفَارَُموَ  هُفََلاخَ ، نْمَ  هَفََلاخَُموَ  هُبَحِصَ ، نْمَ  هَبَحْصُ 

… هُرَوَاجَ نْمَ  هَرَوَاجَُموَ  هُقَفَارَ ،

O Adherents of Muhammad’s Household, know that they are not ours who do not
control

,themselves when in rage, do not respect the association with their companions

associates, and parties, and do not oppose those opposed to them in a

(peaceful way.(2
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Maysir has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying to him, “O Maysir! May I introduce to
?” you our true Shi`ah

:Maysir said, “May I be your devoted servant! Please do.” The Imam (‘a) said

p: 110

Shaykh al-Saduq, Qurb al-Isnad, p. 78, H. 253; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar - - 1
.68:149, H. 1

Ibn Shu`bah al-Harrani, Tuhaf al-`Uqul, English version translated by Badr - - 2
.Shahin, p. 289
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مْهَُّنإ

اوسُْیَل هٌنَیزِرَ ، مٌلاَحْأَوَ  هٌنَیِمأَ ، رٌودُصُوَ  هٌنَیصِحَ ، نٌوصُحُ 

نُابَهْرُ نَیِئارَمُْلا ، هِافَجُْلاِب  لاَوَ  رَِّذُبْلا ، عِیِیاذَمَْلاِب 

.رِاهََّنلا دُسْأُ  لِْیَّللا ،

They are

strong fortresses, faithful hearts and restrained intellects. They do not

hide the truth and are not vain or ostentatious. They are humble worshippers

(at night and courageous lions during the day.(1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is also reported to have said

، انَِتیَلاَوِ یِف  نَوُلذِابَتَمُْلا  انَُتعَیشِ 

، اَنرِْمأَ ءِایَحْإ  یِف  نَورُوِازَتَمُْلا  انَِتَّدوَمَ ، یِف  نَوُّباحَتَمُْلا 

، اوُفرِسُْی مَْل  اوضُرَ  نْإوَ  اومُِلظْیَ ، مَْل  اوُبضِغَ  اذَإ  نَیذَِّلا 

.اوطَُلاخَ نْمَِل  مٌْلسِ  اورُوَاجَ ، نْمَ  یلَعَ  هٌکَرََب 

Our true

Shi`ah are surely those who meet the needs of each other for the sake of

their loyalty to) our leadership, love each other for the sake of their love)

for us, and exchange visits for the sake of discussing our affairs. They neither

wrong others when they are enraged nor exceed the limits when they are

pleased. They are a blessing for their neighbors and peace for their

(associates.(2
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In previously mentioned traditions, we have come to know about the Holy Imams (‘a)
approach of instructing and disciplining their followers to comply with high moral

standards, emphasizing the quality of restoring trusts to their owners and fulfilling
responsibilities. Such traditions can also be found in reference books of Hadith,
especially chapters on appropriate relationships with others and enjoining that which

(is right. Furthermore, separate books have been written on such topics.(3

p: 111

.Al-Tabrisi, Mishkat al-Anwar, p. 62, H. 298 - - 1
Ibn Shu`bah al-Harrani, Tuhaf al-`Uqul, English version translated by Badr - - 2

.Shahin, p. 199
More details about this topic will be presented in the coming chapters about - - 3

.spiritual aspects and the system of social relationships

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 177 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_111_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Keeping the Entity Strongly Perfected

Relying upon divine support and upon the subjective capacities of the virtuous
community, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) established a well-built, strong social entity that would
be spiritually and morally capable of withstanding the impositions of tyrannical rulers
on Muslim societies and the changing social conditions. This feature, which will be
discussed in more detail in the coming books of this series, can be seen throughout

:the history of Islam and includes the following aspects

First: The political system represents the system of adinistration, judicature, and
issuance of verdicts. The well-versed jurisprudents (mujtahids) are required to
undertake the responsibility of managing this system on the guidance of the Holy
Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). The Holy Imams (‘a) have formed this system so
carefully that it corresponds with the general political system of the nation and, at the
same time, enables the virtuous community to be independent and capable of
undertaking their mission while avoiding falling prey to corrupt political conditions,

(such as, turning into tyrannical rulers.(1

Second: The financial system of the virtuous community secures for them

disbursements for general religious work inside the community. This system basically
depends upon the religious dues headed by the taxes of khumus and zakat, which

(play a significant role in the maintenance and continuity of this community.(2

p: 112

In coming books of this series, detailed discussion about this system of rule will be - - 1
.cited

In the coming book, under the economic system of the virtuous community, this - - 2
.topic will be discussed in more detail
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Third: The establishment of cultural foundations, such as schools and seminaries that
educate well-versed jurisprudents, propagators, and scholars specialized in religious
sciences. Such schools have been invulnerable forts that shelter this virtuous
community against collapse. Therefore, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have emphasized the duty
of seeking knowledge and the necessity of dissemination of knowledge by the

:scholars. In this respect, Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) is reported as saying

نِیِّدلا لَامَکَ  َّنأَ  اومُلَعْإ  سُاَّنلا ! اهَُّیأَ 

بُجَوْأَ مِْلعِْلا  بَلَطَ  َّنإوَ  لاَأَ  .هِِب  لُمَعَْلاوَ  مِْلعِْلا  بُلَطَ 

، مْکَُل نٌومُضْمَ  مٌوسُْقمَ  لَامَْلا  َّنإ  .لِامَْلا  بِلَطَ  نِْم  مْکُْیلَعَ 

مُْلعِْلاوَ .مْکَُل  یفِیَسَوَ  هُنَمِضَوَ ، مْکُنَْیَب  لٌدِاعَ  هُمَسَقَ  دْقَ 

هِِلهْأَ نِْم  هِِبلَطَِب  مُْترِْمأُ  دْقَوَ  هِِلهْأَ ، دَْنعِ  نٌوزُخْمَ 

.هُوُبُلطْافَ

O people! Beware that the perfection of religion depends upon acquiring

knowledge and putting it into practice. It is more important for you to

acquire knowledge than to collect wealth. Wealth has been distributed among you

,by the Just Lord. He has guaranteed it and He will keep His promise. However

He has stored knowledge in the hearts of some, and has ordered you to go forth

(to seek it from them.(1

:Many traditions carry this emphasis on seeking knowledge

.هٌضَیرِفَ مِْلعِْلا  بُلَطَ 

.Seeking knowledge is a religious duty

.مِْلعِْلا هَاغَُب  ُّبحُِی  اللهَا  َّنإ  لاَأَ 
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,Verily

.Almighty Allah loves the seekers of knowledge

دِهِاجَمُْلاکَ مِْلعِْلا  بِلَطَ  یِف  صَخِاَّشلا  َّنإ 

.اللهِا لِیِبسَ  یِف 

One who exerts serious effort to seek knowledge will have the same reward as one

.who strives in the way of Allah

p: 113

.Al-Tabrisi, Mishkat al-Anwar, English version, p. 346, H. 713 - - 1
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:Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

َّنإفَ اوُثَّدحَتَوَ : اوْقَلاَتَوَ ، اورُکَاذَتَ ،

نُیرِیَ امَکَ  نُیرِتََل  بَوُلقُْلا  َّنإ  .بِوُلقُْلِل  ءٌلاَجَ  ثَیدِحَْلا 

.ثُیدِحَْلا اهَؤُلاَجَوَ  فُْیَّسلا ؛

,Hold talks with each other, meet each other for study, and exchange discourses

because discourses refine hearts. Like swords, hearts are exposed to

.corrosion, and discourse is their refining polish

Holding sessions and meetings to discuss the cultural and moral heritage of the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a), their virtues, everyday matters and imperative affairs of the virtuous
community are also necessary for strengthening the cultural aspect of this

(community.(1

Fourth: Among the distinctive features of the virtuous community built by the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) is to take considerable interest in the assurance of financial resources for the
virtuous community through two courses of action: trade and agriculture. These two
courses procure a sort of economic protection against the influence of tyrannical
rulers, persecution, pursuit, and sieges against the individuals of the virtuous

.community

Numerous are the traditions that encourage commerce and agriculture. Some of
(these declare that nine tenths of sustenance lies in commerce.(2

Standing by the Believers

Another distinctive feature of the virtuous community is the

p: 114

A detailed discussion follows in the book concerning the cultural aspects of the - - 1
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.virtuous community

A detailed discussion follows in the chapter on the economic system of the - - 2
.virtuous community
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spirit of justice, mutual support, collaboration, joint liability and helping brethren-in-
faith. This feature represents the covenant of allegiance among believers on which all
relationships among individuals of the virtuous community depend, and through
which their unity and adherence is achieved and points of weakness and defect dealt
with. An individual might face isolation, siege, or insecurity because of certain social,
economic or political conditions. However, such a spirit of allegiance will definitely

.come to his rescue

Traditions convey the Ahl al-Bayt’s verdict concerning the significance of this principle
as one of the duties towards brothers-in-faith. This topic will be discussed in the
coming book about the economic system and social relationships within the virtuous

:community. In this respect, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported as saying

هِیخِأَ یلَعَ  نِِمؤْمُْلا  ِّقحَ  نِْم  َّنإ 

نْعَ جَِّرفَُیوَ  هُتَرَوْعَ ، يَرِاوَُیوَ  هُتَعَوجَ ، عَِبشُْی  نْأَ  نِِمؤْمُْلا 

هِِلهْأَ یِف  هُفََّلخَ  تَامَ  اذَإفَ  .هُنَْیدَ  یَضِْقیَوَ  هِِتَبرْکُ ،

.هِدِْلوِوَ

The rights of a believer over another believer include: feeding him when he is

hungry, clothing him when he is naked, rescuing him from trouble, paying off

(his debts, and taking care of his family after his death.(1

Undertaking Public Responsibilities

The individuals of the virtuous community are characterized by their affection for all
Muslims and assuming responsibility for the entire Muslim community. This feature

:has come from the Holy Imams’ (‘a) emphasis on the following principles

p: 115
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.Mishkat al-Anwar, English version, p. 477, H. 1085 - - 1
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Enjoining that which is right, forbidding that which is wrong and striving hard for ( 1)
.Allah’s sake. This principle means to resist wrong acts, oppression, and deviation

Mutual cooperation ( 2)

Helping each other ( 3)

Guiding each other ( 4)

Protecting the lives, possessions, and honor of the fraternity of believers ( 5)

Coexisting with Muslims of all inclinations ( 6)

In addition, the Holy Imams (‘a) emphasized many other principles that work together
to help form the strong, fundamentally perfect system which will be discussed in

.greater detail in the coming books of this series

p: 116
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: یلاعت هللا  لاق 

 ﴾ ارًیهِطْتَ مْکُرَِّهطَُیوَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  سَجِّْرلا  مْکُْنعَ  بَهِذُْیِل  هَُّللا  دُیرُِی  امََّنإِ  ﴿ 

Indeed Allah desires to repel all impurity from you, O People of the Household, and
(. purify you with a thorough purification. (Sūrat al-Aḥzāb 33:33

Prophetic traditions mentioned in both in Sunnī and Shī‘ah authoritative reference
books of ḥadīth and tafsīr (exegesis of the Qur’an) have confirmed that this holy verse
was revealed to exclusively refer to the People of the Cloak [ahl al-kisā’], viz.
Muḥammad, ‘Alī, Fāṭimah, al-Ḥasan, and al-Ḥusayn (‘a) as the Ahl al-Bayt (People of

(. the Household

:For instance, refer to the following references

Sunnī

Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal (d. 241 AH), al-Musnad, 1:231; 4:107; 6:292, 304; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim (d. 261
AH), 7:130; Al-Tirmidhī (d. 279 AH), Sunan, 5:361 et al.; Al-Dūlābī (d. 310 AH), Al-Dhuriyyah
al-Ṭāhirah al-Nabawiyyah, p. 108; Al-Nasā’ī (d. 303 AH), Al-Sunan al-Kubrā’, 5:108; 113;
Al-Ḥakīm al-Nayshābūrī (d. 405 AH), Al-Mustadrak ‘ala’ ṣ-Ṣahīḥāyn, 2:416, 3:133, 146-147;
Al-Zarkashī (d. 794 AH), Al-Burhān, p. 197; Ibn Hājar al-Asqalānī (d. 852 AH), Fatḥ al-Barī

.Sharḥ Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, 7:104

Shī‘ah

Al-Kulaynī (d. 328 AH), Uṣūl al-Kāfī, 1:287; Ibn Babawayh (d. 329 AH), Al-Imāmah wa’ t-
Tabṣīrah, p. 47, ḥadīth 29; Al-Maghribī (d. 363 AH), Da’ā’im al-Islām, pp. 35, 37; Al-Ṣādūq

.(d. 381 AH), Al-Khiṣāl, pp. 403, 550; Al-Ṭūsī (d. 460 AH), Al-Amalī, ḥadīth 438, 482, 783

For more details, refer to the exegesis of the holy verse recorded in the following
books of tafsīr: Al-Jassās (d. 370 AH), Aḥkām al-Qur’ān; Al-Wāḥidī (d. 468 AH), Asbāb al-
Nuzūl; Ibn al-Jawzī (d. 597 AH), Zād al-Masīr; Al-Qurṭubī (d. 671 AH), Al-Jāmi‘ Li-Aḥkām
al-Qur’ān; Ibn Kathīr (d. 774 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Tha‘labī (d. 825 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Ṭabarī (d. 875
AH), Tafsīr; Al-Suyūṭī (d. 911 AH), Al-Durr al-Manthūr; Al-Shawkānī (d. 1250 AH), Fatḥ al-
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Qadīr; Al-‘Ayyāshī (d. 320 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Qummī (d. 329 AH), Tafsīr; Furt al-Kūfī (d. 352
AH), Tafsīr at the margin of the exegesis of Sūrat al-Nisā’ verse 59; Al-Ṭabarsī (d. 560

.AH), Majma‘ al-Bayān, as well as many other sources
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: هلآ هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق 

َّیلعَ ادری  یّتح  اقرِتفیَ  نَل  امهَُّنأَو  اًدـبأ  اولـضت  نل  اـمهب  مُتکـسمت  نإ  اـم  یتیب ، لَـهأ  یترتعو  هللا ، باـتک  نیلقثَلا : مُکُیف  كراـت  ینإ  "

" ضَوحلا

:The Messenger of Allah (ṣ) said

Verily, I am leaving among you two precious things [thaqalayn]: The Book of Allah and“
my progeny [‘itratī], the members of my Household [Ahl al-Bayt]. If you hold fast to
them, you shall never go astray. These two will never separate from each other until

(.” they meet me at the Pond [ḥawḍ] (of Kawthar

:Some references

q AlḤākim anNayshābūrī, AlMustadrak ‘alā’ṣ-Ṣaḥīḥayn (Beirut), vol. 3, pp. 109-110, 148,
533

q Muslim, Aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥ, (English translation), book 31, hadīths 5920-3

q AtTirmidhī, Aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥ, vol. 5, pp. 621-2, hadīths 3786, 3788; vol. 2, p. 219

q An-Nasā’ī, Khaṣā’iṣ ‘Alī ibn Abī Ṭālib, hadīth 79

q Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal, Al-Musnad, vol. 3, pp. 14, 17, 26; vol. 3, pp. 26, 59; vol. 4, p. 371; vol. 5,
pp. 181-182, 189-190

q Ibn al‘Athīr, Jāmi‘ alUṣūl, vol. 1, p. 277

q Ibn Kathīr, AlBidāyah wa’nNihāyah, vol. 5, p. 209

q Ibn Kathīr, Tafsīr al-Qur’ān al-‘Aẓīm, vol. 6, p. 199

Naṣīr ad-Dīn al-Albanī, Silsilāt al-Aḥādīth aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥah (Kuwait: Ad-Dār aṣ-Ṣalāfiyyah),
vol. 4, pp. 355-358
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:Book Two

General Basis And Foundations

Chapter One: Ideology and Faith

Chapter Two: Moral Aspect

Chapter Three:Cultural Aspect

Chapter Four:Mental Aspect
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Preface

When the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) started building a virtuous community

inside Muslim society, they first set up a group of strong, compact bases and
foundations to establish it. These bases and foundations were derived from the
message of Islam, the seal of all divine religions, to express an accurate concept of

.this message and achieve the previously mentioned goals and characteristics

The characteristics of these bases and foundations are universality, genuineness,
accuracy, and confidence. They are thus a mixture of dimensions and aspects
possessing adequate cohesiveness to enable the virtuous community to undertake its
historical role in maintaining and defending Islam and the Muslim nation on the one
hand, and being excellent exemplars for human society throughout history on the

.other

These bases and foundations correspond to the doctrinal, moral, cultural, and mental

aspects as well as the common facets of policy. Thus, I have divided this book into five
chapters. The superstructure and the various systems of managing the affairs of the

.virtuous community will be discussed in future volumes

It is worth mentioning that each chapter can serve as an independent, documentary,
.historical or analytical field of study

p: 13
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Chapter One: Ideology And Creed

Point

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have taken a special interest in ideology and
faith, because these two matters represent the basis of any human society. When the
ideology and faith of any community is strong, clear, compatible and comprehensive,
the community will be powerful and capable of facing the difficulties, problems, and

.various conditions that stem from the natural progress of history

The Holy Qur’an has paid the greatest attention to this aspect and has prioritized the
issue of creed and thought over all other issues, to implant it firmly in the Muslim

.community

p: 15
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The following features are visible in the Ahl al-Bayt’s procedure of building a virtuous
:community inside Muslim society through ideology and faith

The Holy Qur’an and Sunnah; the Sources of faith

The Holy Imams (‘a) strictly abided by the ideas that can easily be inferred from the
Holy Qur’an and the authentic Sunnah; therefore, they cited texts from the Holy
Qur’an and Prophetic traditions as accurate proofs of the ideas they discussed. In
addition, they always presented beliefs that were compatible with human nature. This
fact is visible in their verbal demonstration of these beliefs and also in their style of

(providing arguments and discussing other ideas.(1

p: 17

Examples on such discussions can be seen in Shaykh al-Majlisi’s book of Bihar al- - 1
Anwar, Vol. 10, Shaykh al-Tabrisi’s al-Ihtijaj, and Shaykh al-Kulayni’s Usul al-Kafi,
Chapter: Faith and Unbelief (kitab al-iman wal-kufr). Books on the biographies of the
Holy Imams (‘a) are also full of reports on their discussions of other beliefs. All such
discussions prove that the Holy Imams (‘a) depended upon the Holy Qur’an and
Sunnah in their debates. For instance, let us refer to two examples only: 1. Lady
Fatimah al-Zahra'’s Sermon: “O Muslims! Is my inheritance usurped?! O son of Abu-
Quhafah, is it in the Book of Allah that you inherit your father’s property, yet I do not
inherit my father’s? Surely, you have done a strange thing! Have you deliberately
deserted the Book of Allah and turned your back on it? Allah said, “And Solomon was
David's heir. (27:16)” He also said about Yahya (‘a) (Prophet John) son of Zachariah (‘a):
“Oh, give me from Thy presence a successor who shall be my heir and also heir to the
house of Jacob. (19:5-6)” He also said, “And those who are akin are nearer one to
another in the ordinance of Allah. (8:75)” He also said, “Allah enjoins you concerning
your children: The male shall have the equal of the portion of two females. (4:11)” He
also said, “Bequest is prescribed for you when death approaches one of you, if he
leaves behind wealth for parents and near relatives. (2:180)” You claim that I have no
position and no inheritance from my father, and there is no kinship between us. Did
Allah distinguish you with a verse, from which He excluded my father? Or, do you say:
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the people of two religions do not inherit from each other? Are my father and I not of
one religion? Or, are you more aware of the Qur’an than my father and my cousin?
So, here it is before you! Take it with its noseband and saddle! It shall dispute with you
on the Day of Punishment; what a fair judge Allah is, the master is Muhammad (s),
and the appointment is the Day of Resurrection. At the time of the Hour, the
wrongdoers shall lose, and it shall not benefit you to regret then! For every Message,
there is a time limit, and you shall know to whom a punishment that will confound him
comes, and upon whom a lasting doom will fall.” (al-Ihtijaj, 102). 2. Argument of Imam

`Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) on fighting the people of al-Basrah: Al-Asbagh ibn Nubatah
reported that he was standing by Imam `Ali (‘a) on the day of the Battle of the Camel

when a man stood before him and said, “O Amir al-Mu'minin, those people (against
whom we will fight) declare the Unity of Allah and so do we, confess that there is no
god save Allah and so do we, and perform the prayers and so do we. For what reason
will we then fight them?” The Imam (‘a) answered, “We will fight them according to
what Almighty Allah has revealed in His Book.” The man asked, “As for me, I do not
have full knowledge with all that which Almighty Allah has revealed in His Book; so,
please explain it to me.” The Imam (‘a) answered, “We fight them according to what
has been revealed in Chapter (Surah) al-Baqarah.” The man asked, “I do not have
knowledge with all that which Almighty Allah has revealed in Surah al-Baqarah, so
please explain it to me.” The Imam (‘a) answered, “It is exactly the following verse
(ayah): ‘We have made some of these messengers excel over others; among them
are they to whom Allah spoke, and some of them He exalted by (many degrees of)
rank; and We gave clear miracles to Jesus son of Mary, and strengthened him with
the holy spirit. And if Allah had pleased, those after them would not have fought one
with another after clear arguments had come to them, but they disagreed; so there
were some of them who believed and others who denied; and if Allah had pleased
they would not have fought one with another, but Allah brings about what He intends.
(2:253)’ Verily, it is we who have believed and it is they who have denied.” The man

added, “Verily, those people have denied. I swear it by the Lord of the Ka`bah.” He
then attacked the enemies and fought them until he was martyred, may Allah have

(. mercy upon him.” (al-Ihtijaj, pp. 169-170
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The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), realizing that conjecture is not sufficient, paid
special attention to reason in understanding faith, in realizing facts and creating
conviction and confidence in the doctrinal notions. Nevertheless, they never failed to
confirm the point that the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah carried the accurate faith that can

.be certified by sound human intellect

Integration between Faith and Sect

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have integrated doctrinal and sectarian fundaments of faith and
the nature of the universe, life, the seen and unseen worlds on the one hand and the
branches that ramify from these doctrines on the other. In other words, they have
considered the necessity of perfect alliance between theory and application, faith and
behavior, fundamental and secondary issues. The sect of the Imamiyyah Shi`ah rests
upon the belief that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) play a role fundamental to faith with regard to

the universal view of

p: 19
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Islam. Imamate enjoys a divine nature similar to the nature of Messengership and its
responsibilities, with the exception of receiving divine revelation. An Imam, just like a

.Messenger, is chosen by Almighty Allah to complete a mission

In fact, human behavior depends upon understanding such doctrines. On proving this
fact, we will clearly note that there is correlation between the belief in wilayah
(divinely commissioned leadership of the Holy Imams) and the integration of faith and

.deeds

In this respect, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Imam al-Baqir and Imam al-Jadiq (‘a)
:as saying

نُامَ - يلإا

.لٍمَعَ لاَِب  رٌارَْقإ  مُلاَسْلإاوَ  لٌمَعَوَ ، رٌارَْقإ 

Faith is to profess and

(act, and Islam is to profess without acts.(1

:Imam al-Riza (‘a) is also reported as saying

َّبحَأَ نْمَ 

: عٌیطُِم وَهُفَ  اًعیطُِم  انََل  َّبحَأَ  نْمَوَ  صٍاعَ ؛ وَهُفَ  اًیصِاعَ  انََل 

وَهُفَ اًمِلاظَ  لَذَخَ  نْمَوَ  مٌِلاظَ : وَهُفَ  اًمِلاظَ  نَاعَأَ  نْمَوَ 

لُانَُت لاَوَ  هٌَبارَقَ ، دٍحَأَ  نَْیَبوَ  اللهِا  نَْیَب  سَْیَل  هَُّنإ  .لٌدِاعَ 

.هِعَاَّطلاِب َّلاإ  انَُتیَلاَوِ 

Whoever loves a person who

is disobedient to us is himself disobedient to us, whoever loves one that is obedient

to us is actually obedient to us, whoever assists a wrongdoer is actually a
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wrongdoer, and whoever hinders a wrongdoer is actually just. Verily, there is

no proximity between Almighty Allah and any person. Loyalty to us cannot be

(attained except by means of obedience.(2

In the book of `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza, it is recorded that Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-
:Hamdani reported Imam al-Riza (‘a) as saying

p: 20

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, Al-Kafi, 2:24, H. 2 - - 1
.Shaykh al-Jaduq, `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza 1:260 - - 2
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لُانَیَ لاوَ  .مٌِلاظَ  وَهُفَ  لاًدِاعَ  لَذَخَ  نْمَ 

هَِّللا لُوسُرَ  لَاقَ  دْقََلوَ  .هِعَاَّطلاِب  َّلاإِ  هَِّللا  هَیَلاوَ  دٌحَأَ 

یِنوُتْئا بِِلَّطمُْلا : دِْبعَ  یِنبَِل  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

كَرَابَتَ هَُّللا  لَاقَ  .مْکُِباسَحْأَوَ  مْکُِباسَْنأَِب  مْکُِلامَعْأَِب لاَ 

لاَوَ ذٍِئمَوْیَ  مْهُنَْیَب  بَاسَنأَ  لاَفَ  رِوُّصلا  یِف  خَفُِن  اذَإِفَ  : ﴿ یَلاعَتَوَ

.نَوحُِلْفمُْلا مْهُ  کَِئَلوْأُفَ  هُُنیزِاوَمَ  تْلَقَُث  نْمَفَ  .نَوُلءَاسَتَیَ 

مََّنهَجَ یِف  مْهُسَفُنأَ  اورُسِخَ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوْأُفَ  هُُنیزِاوَمَ  تَّْفخَ  نْمَوَ 

 ﴾ .نَودُِلاخَ

Whoever hinders a decent person is actually a

wrongdoer. No one can attain loyalty to Allah except by means of obedience to

Him. The Holy Messenger of Allah—may Allah bless him and his Household—once

,said to the sons of ‘Abd al-Mu(1)alib

Bring me your deeds, not your ancestries or lineages.” Almighty“

Allah says, “When the trumpet is blown, there shall be no ties of

.relationship between them on that day, nor shall they ask of each other

,Then, as for him whose good deeds are preponderant, these are the successful

and as for him whose good deeds are light, these are they who shall have lost

(their souls, abiding in hell. (23:101-103)”(2

The Shi`ah depend upon the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in both the principle
:and secondary affairs of religion. They believe that they possess
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a) Perfect knowledge among finite human beings; (Almighty Allah alone has perfect
(knowledge

,b) Infallibility from sinning or misinterpretation; and

c) Right of leadership to issue instructions (to be followed) and prohibitions (to be
(. avoided

:Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 21

-1
.These traditions can be also found in al-Hurr al-`Amili’s Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:446 - - 2
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مَدَآ عَمَ  لَزََن  يذَِّلا  مَْلعِْلا  َّنإ 

مَِلاعَ ٌّیِلعَ  نَاکَوَ  ثُرَاوَتَُی ، يذَِّلا  مُْلعِْلاوَ  عْفَرُْی ، مَْل 

هُفَلَخَ َّلاإ  ُّطقَ  مٌِلاعَ  اَّنِم  کْلَهْیَ  مَْل  هَُّنإوَ  هَِّملأُا ، هِذِهَ 

.اللهُا ءَاشَ  امَ  وْأ  هِمِْلعِ  لَْثِم  مَِلعَ  نْمَ  هِِلهْأَ  نِْم 

Verily, the knowledge that was brought down to the

earth with Adam has not been taken back. Knowledge is transmitted among

generations through inheritance. ‘Ali

a) was the most knowledgeable of this nation. Whenever a knowledgeable )‘

individual of us (i.e. the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)) passes away, another

knowledgeable one—from his household holding the same knowledge as he, or any

(other amount that Allah decides for him—will succeed him.(1

Durays al-Kannasi is reported to have said that he once visited Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) and
:found Abu-Basir there. The Imam (‘a) said

دَووُادَ َّنإ 

َّنإوَ دَووُادَ  ثَرِوَ  نَامَْیلَسُ  َّنإوَ  ءِایَِبْنلأَا  مَْلعِ  ثَرِوَ 

اَندَْنعِ َّنإوَ  اًدَّمحَُم  انَْثرِوَ  اَّنإوَ  نَامَْیلَسُ  ثَرِوَ  اًدَّمحَُم 

.یسَوُم حَاوَْلأَوَ  مَیهِارَْبإ  فَحُصُ 

Verily, (Prophet) David (‘a) inherited the

.knowledge of the prophets. (Prophet) Solomon (‘a) then inherited David’s

Most surely, (Prophet) Muhammad (s) inherited Solomon’s and we inherited
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Muhammad’s. We also possess the Scriptures of (Prophet) Abraham (‘a) and

(. Prophet) Moses (‘a)

دَووُادَ َّنإ 

َّنإوَ دَووُادَ  ثَرِوَ  نَامَْیلَسُ  َّنإوَ  ءِایَِبْنلأَا  مَْلعِ  ثَرِوَ 

اَندَْنعِ َّنإوَ  اًدَّمحَُم  انَْثرِوَ  اَّنإوَ  نَامَْیلَسُ  ثَرِوَ  اًدَّمحَُم 

.یسَوُم حَاوَْلأَوَ  مَیهِارَْبإ  فَحُصُ 

Verily, (Prophet) David (‘a) inherited the

.knowledge of the prophets. (Prophet) Solomon (‘a) then inherited David’s

Most surely, (Prophet) Muhammad (s) inherited Solomon’s and we inherited

Muhammad’s. We also possess the Scriptures of (Prophet) Abraham (‘a) and

(. Prophet) Moses (‘a)

.” Abu-Basir commented, “This is real knowledge

:The Imam (‘a) answered

؛ مَْلعِْلا وَهُ  اذَهَ  سَْیَل  دٍَّمحَُم ! اَبأَ  ایَ 

مٍوْیَِب اًموْیَ  رِاهََّنلاوَ  لِْیَّللاِب  ثُدُحْیَ  امَ  مُْلعِْلا  امََّنإ 

.هٍعَاسَِب هًعَاسَوَ 

,Abu-Muhammad

this is not knowledge. True knowledge is to know what happens during the

.night and day, each day and every moment

p: 22
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.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:24, H. 3 - - 1
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Hence, to turn towards the Holy Imams (‘a) in order to obtain knowledge is not similar

to turning to narrators or well-versed scholars whose tasks are restricted to
transmitting traditions and issuing verdicts (fatwa). People resort to scholars to learn
certain religious laws by means of transmission of traditions and issuing of verdicts.
Such individuals are not divinely designated leaders of the nation and they cannot
enact any religious law in question that is not present in the Islamic code of religious
law; rather, they only issue verdicts according to their knowledge of traditions and

.fundamentals of the set laws of Islam

Authentic traditions relegate the knowledge of the laws of Islam to well-qualified
scholars under certain conditions. Besides, the referential religious authorities
(marji`) rely upon intuition and are exposed to mistake and lack of awareness in
understanding certain texts, retaining others, or inferring rules from others, unlike the
well-guided Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) who hold divinely commissioned

.leadership over people and enjoy decisive knowledge

Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Maythami has reported that he heard Imam al-Jadiq (‘a)
:stating

َّنإ

، دَارَأَ امَ  یلَعَ  هُمََّوقَ  یَّتحَ  هَُلوسُرَ  بََّدأَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا 

لُوسَُّرلا مْکُاتَآ  امَوَ  : ﴿ هُرُکْذِ َّزعَ  لَاقَفَ  .هِْیَلإ  ضََّوفَ  َّمُث 

اللهُا ضََّوفَ  امَفَ  اوهُتَْنافَ ﴾ هُْنعَ  مْکُاهََن  امَوَ  هُوذُخُفَ 

.انَْیَلإ هُضََّوفَ  دْقَفَ  هِِلوسُرَ  یَلإ 

Allah, the Almighty and Majestic, has verily

disciplined His Messenger (s) so highly that He made him as exact as

He wanted him to be. He then delegated the affairs to him, saying, “Take what

the Messenger assigns to you and deny yourselves that which he withholds from
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you.” Whatever has been granted to the Messenger of Allah (s) by Him has been

(granted to us.(1

p: 23

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 1:268, H.9 - - 1
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For that reason, the individuals of the virtuous community did not suffer from schism
or ambivalence between the commands issued by the political rulers of the Muslim
community and the verdicts that were issued by specialist scholars of Muslim
jurisprudence. In fact, these scholars used to issue verdicts either out of their private
understandings of the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah or their references to presumptive

matters like the rules of analogy (qiyas), equitable preference (istihsan), and
acceptable advantages (al-Masalih al-Mursalah). They would adopt unfounded rules
whenever they failed to come upon the religious text that revealed the accurate law
of an issue. At other times, they issued verdicts that were in violation of religious
texts, especially when they depended upon their personal views (ijtihad), because in
their conception these religious texts were remote from equitable preference and the
achievement of acceptable social advantages that they estimated through personal

.understanding of social conditions

It happened sometimes that such jurisprudents (i.e. issuers of verdicts) came under
threat of prosecution by the ruling authorities because of such contradictions. For
instance, Abu-Hanifah (the founder of the Hanafiyyah school of law) was arrested and
imprisoned by al-Mansur, the `Abbasid ruler, because he issued a verdict supporting
two sons of `Abdullah al-Mahz. Another example is Ahmad ibn Hanbal (the founder of
the Hanbaliyyah school of law) who exposed himself to maltreatment by the ruling
authorities because of his attitude towards the issue of the creation of the Qur’an and

.his disagreement with al-Ma'mun, the `Abbasid ruler, on this issue

The virtuous community did not experience the schism that took place between
theologians and Muslim philosophers—who adopted certain doctrinal hypotheses and
views about which they disagreed with each other to a great extent—and the verdicts
that were issued by some jurisprudents who did not accede to certain hypotheses.

Some Muslim

p: 24
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communities had to refer to a jurisprudent of a certain sect who adopted certain
doctrines and ideologies, such as those adopted by the Ash`ariyyah, the Mu`tazilah,
and the Mufawwizah (Indeterminists). When the latter adopted contradictory

.doctrines and ideologies, they disagreed with the referential religious authority

Such doctrinal and ideological differences cannot be found among the scholars and
(. referential authorities of the Shi`ah, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

Comprehensibility of Doctrines

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) covered a large variety of doctrinal issues with elaborate
explanations, clarifications and details. They did not leave any aspect uncovered;
thereby, blocking any personal opinions, impressions, and inferences to interfere in

.the issuance of religious laws

Unlike the behavioral issue, which is secondary, the doctrinal issue is primarily

significant. Sensitive and incisive results and consequences stem from this issue and
all details of the spiritual, social, political, and futuristic structure of human life reflect
upon it. In view of this, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) did not restrict their presentations of
doctrinal aspects to the principles of Muslim faith, such as Unity of Almighty Allah
(tawhid), Prophethood (nubuwwah), and Final Assemblage (ma`ad); rather, they also

:discussed various aspects like the following

(Divine justice (`adl . 1

(Imamate (imamah . 2

(Fatalism (jabr) and indeterminism (ikhtiyar . 3

(Predestination (qadar . 4

Disbelief (kufr) and belief (iman) and their . 5

p: 25
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relationship to personal acts and behavior

(Infallibility or inerrancy (`ismah . 6

Decency . 7

Death and life . 8

Norms of history . 9

Divine test . 10

(Loyalty (to the divinely designated leaders . 11

Love and hatred . 12

Ethics . 13

The advent of al-Mahdi in the last period of time . 14

:Details of the Final Abode, such as . 15

(a) The period between burial and the final judgment (barzakh

(b) The resurrection (ba`th

(c) Raising to life (nushur

(d) The Divine Pond (hawz

(e) The Discriminating Bridge (sirah

(f) Vision (ru’yah

(g) The calling to account (hisab

(h) Intercession (shafa`ah

i) Paradise and Hellfire
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j) Chastisement and comfort

k) Immortality in Hellfire or Paradise

Rational good and evil of things . 16

p: 26
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Divine Revelation . 17

Reason . 18

Presenting the details of all these issues, the Holy Imams (‘a) demonstrated their
intellectual and doctrinal aspects through consummate situations that played a vital
role in strengthening the doctrinal and structural foundation of the virtuous

.community, ensuring the firm integration of its individuals

This comprehensiveness is obvious when we refer to Shaykh al-Jaduq’s book of al-
`Aqa'id (The Beliefs) and Shaykh al-Mufid’s commentaries on this book. The contents
of these two books rely in essence upon the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) with

.regard to the detailed presentation of these beliefs

Looking at the history of Imamate, the period of the Holy Imams’ (‘a) presence (i.e.
the lifetimes of eleven of the Holy Imams (‘a)) reveals a wide range of disagreements

about doctrinal issues among the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). As a result,
secondary sects and groups emerged among these followers. However, the Holy
Imams (‘a) began to present the doctrinal issues in a comprehensive and all-inclusive
manner, reducing these sects and groups to an inconsequential number by the age of
the Major Occultation. This was a great achievement considering the conditions of
this age were more difficult, due to the impossibility of direct contact with a Holy
Imam, than when the Holy Imams (‘a) were present. This doctrinal stability was a big
achievement of the Holy Imams (‘a)—an achievement that could guarantee the
doctrinal and ideological soundness of the virtuous community. This amply testifies to

.the significance of establishing this doctrinal foundation among this community

Furthermore, the history of Islam witnessed wide-ranging
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doctrinal disagreements among the other Muslim groups that have continued to the
present day due to their differences with the Shi‘ah in following the referential
authority (i.e. the Imams (‘a))—who can provide necessary details—together with the
Holy Qur’an. The result is that other Muslim groups do not have a referential religious

.authority who can resolve their differences

Despite the fact that all Muslims agree upon the Holy Qur’an, it can be subjected to
various interpretations; therefore, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) laid great stress on the
necessity of the existence of a referential authority capable of interpreting the Holy
Qur’an in the authentic manner. The Holy Prophet (s), in the famous tradition known
as hadith al-thaqalayn (the Two Weighty Things) and hadith al-safinah (the Ark of
Salvation) emphasized the necessity of referring to the second “weighty thing”, the

(Ahl al-Bayt (‘a).(1

p: 28

Hadith al-thaqalayn reads: The Holy Prophet (s) is authentically reported to have - - 1
یَّتحَ اقَرِتَْفیَ  نَْل  امَهَُّنإِوَ  اًدَبأَ ، يدِْـعَب  اوُّلضـِتَ  نَْل  امَهِِب  مُْتکَّْسمَتَ  نْإِ  امَ  یِتْیَب ، لَهْأَ  یِترَْتعِوَ ، اللهِا  بَاتَکِ  نِْیلَقََّثلا ؛ مُکُیِف  فٌِّلخَُم  یِّنإِ  : said

Verily, I am leaving among you two precious things: the Book of Allah and ضَوْحَْلا. َّیلَعَ  ادَرِیَ 
my progeny, the members of my Household [Ahl al-Bayt]. If you hold fast to them, you
shall never go astray. These two will never separate from each other until they meet

me at the Pond. Kanz al-`Ummal 1:185, 189. Hadith al-safinah reads: The Holy Prophet
دْقَفَ اهَْنعَ  فََّلخَتَ  نْمَوَ  اجََن  دْقـَفَ  اهَبَکِرَ  نْمَ  حٍوُن ؛ هِنَیفِسـَ  لِثـَمَکَ  مْکُیِف  یتْیَب  لِـهْأَ  لَثـَمَ  َّنإِ  : (s) is reported to have said

The like of my Household in this nation is the Ark of Noah; whosoever embarked َقَرِغ.
upon it was saved, but whoever turned away from it was drowned. Kanz al-`Ummal

.1:186
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Freedom of Thought and Sound Logic

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) established the rules of true methodology in dealing with doctrinal
and ideological issues by emphasizing freedom of thought and belief. These rules

:were founded on the following grounds

.a) Sound logic, the use of reason, sentiment and inherent human nature

b) Reference only to the Holy Qur’an and the Prophetic authentic traditions to obtain
sound beliefs. This does away with personal desires and individual political

tendencies, personal or qualitative tastes, tempers, trends, and

conjecture, by use of which errors are committed widely, such as when using analogy
and equitable preference. These things are called ‘opinion (ra'y)’ in the words of the
:Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and the traditions of the Holy Prophet (s), who is reported to have said

رََّسفَ نْمَ 

كُرَدُْی اللهِا لاَ  نَیدِ  َّنإ  .رَفَکَ  دْقَفَ  هِِیْأرَِب  نَآرْقُْلا 

.لِوقُعُْلاِب

Whoever interprets the Qur’an according to his own opinion has

definitely become a disbeliever. Verily, the religion of Allah cannot be

(comprehended through opinions.(1

A number of traditions emphasize the absolute referentiality of the Holy Qur’an and
:authentic Prophetic traditions, such as the following

:Ayyub ibn al-Hurr has reported that he heard Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) saying

p: 29

See the author’s book of Muhazarat fi `Ulum al-Qur’an, Chapter: Exegesis and - - 1
(. Interpretation of the Holy Qur’an Chapter: Exegesis in the View of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a
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All things must be referred to the Book of Allah and to the Sunnah. Any tradition that

(is not compatible with the Book of Allah is fake.(1

اللهِا بِاتَکِ  یَلإ  دٌودُرْمَ  ءٍیْشَ  ُّلکُ 

.فٌرُخْزُ وَهُفَ  اللهِا  بَاتَکِ  قُِفاوَُی  ثٍیدِحَ لاَ  ُّلکُوَ  هَِّنُّسلاوَ ؛

:Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

هُُقِّدصَُی ثٍیدِحَ لاَ  نِْم  اَّنعَ  مْکُاتَأَ  امَ 

.لٌطِاَب وَهُفَ  اللهِا  بُاتَکِ 

Any

(discourse that is not supported by the Book of Allah must be false.(2

هُُقِّدصَُی ثٍیدِحَ لاَ  نِْم  اَّنعَ  مْکُاتَأَ  امَ 

.لٌطِاَب وَهُفَ  اللهِا  بُاتَکِ 

Any

(discourse that is not supported by the Book of Allah must be false.(3

c) Opening the door to ijtihad and inference (of religious laws from their sources)
within regulations and valid principles of inference by finding in the Holy Qur’an all
phenomena and events encountered by humanity in an objective spirit that is

.receptive to all probabilities and conditions man may face

To summarize, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School and the virtuous community distinctively
:embody

Freedom of thought ( 1)

Commitment to regulations and restrictions of inference (of religious laws from ( 2)
their sources) as exactly as they are defined by Islamic law (i.e. the Holy Qur’an and
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(Sunnah

Receptiveness to emerging issues, reevaluation of their understanding, inference, ( 3)
examination and treatment, compatible with inherent human nature, reason and

sentiment

These distinctive features also enabled this community to

p: 30

Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 1:69, H. 3; Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:347, H. 127 ; `Allamah al- - - 1
.Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 2:242, H. 37

.Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:347, H. 128; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 2:242, H. 38 - - 2

.Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:347, H. 128; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 2:242, H. 38 - - 3
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defend the genuine Islamic doctrine and ideology against not only other intellectual
and doctrinal personal opinions within Muslim society but also intellectual and

.doctrinal currencies outside the Islamic frame

p: 31
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Chapter Two: Ethical Aspect

Point

In the process of structuring a human community, moral standards represent the
second basis on which it stands. These moral standards express the sentimental and
cerebral aspects of human behavior and ties linked to justice and injustice, goodness
and evil, spiritual/mental perfection and depravity in the progress of humanity. To
sum up, philosophers describe moral standards as practical reason and doctrinal and

.intellectual values as dependent upon hypothetical reason
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The Role of Ethics in the Formation of Religious Laws

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) presented the features of this aspect through
:the following two points

The role played by moral standards in the formation of religious laws and a system ( 1)
.for human society

The responsibility of man regarding moral standards defined through the desire to ( 2)
.achieve perfection through them

These two points became the sharpest points of disagreement in Islamic ideology. A
large number of Islamic intellectuals adopted the notion of fatalism (jabr), which
argues that man actually has no control over his ethical and behavioral deviations
since they are independent of his free will; hence, man is controlled by the Divine will
throughout his existence, and his deeds are only made and created by God. This,
however, makes no sense. It implies that God’s punishment of man for violations of
religious laws is opposed to Divine justice or inappropriate because man lacks any
independent ethical perceptions by which he may deem things good or hideous. On
the contrary, man is obligated to obey religious laws representing God’s
commandment and Will. In this case, humans are under the absolute authority of God
in all affairs and, as is declared in the following Qur’anic verse, God cannot be

:questioned about any of His affairs

نَوُلأَسُْی مْهُوَ  لُعَْفیَ  اَّمعَ  لُأَسُْی  اَل 

He cannot be questioned concerning what He does and they shall be questioned.
((21:23

Moreover, religious laws, under such circumstances, become devoid of any ethical or
human background because these laws are exclusive expressions of the Divine

.legislative Will

p: 35
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Conversely, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School has laid stress on two conceptions of this
:notion

First: Just as man is ethically capable of perceiving the goodness and evilness of
things on the whole, so also can he perceive the evilness of punishing people for
deeds that they are compelled to do and the evilness of forcing people to perform
some acts and avoid others while they lack any willpower to act. It is this ethical

.perception that can guide man to many divine facts

Second: Religious law has come to reveal and define the details of the total
awareness with which Almighty Allah has created man. Thus, Divine religious law is
not only an obligation through which Almighty Allah practices His absolute authority
over man but also represents Divine justice, wisdom, and Almighty Allah’s absolute
dispensation of man’s acts. In other words, religious law corresponds to benefits and
detriments of existence and progress of man towards perfection in this world. Hence,

.it holds an ethical aspect

We can now understand the significance of the theological battle that the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) fought to define the ethical aspects of religious laws by raising the issue of the
goodness and evilness of things understood by the human will and the relationship

:between human will and Divine will

نَْیَب رٌْمأَ  لَْب  ضٌیوِْفتَ ؛ لاَوَ  رٌْبجَ  لاَ 

.نِْیرَْمأَ

There

is neither compulsion (by Almighty Allah to do things), nor is there absolute

delegation of power to man; rather, it is a course in the middle of these two

.courses

People’s deeds, which are the objects of religious laws, are the result of a person’s
will, thus making the person responsible for them. At the same time, humans are the
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creatures of Almighty Allah Who has created them with a will, and humans—in their
existence, survival and power—are subject to Divine will and power and cannot act

.without Divine provision of existence and power

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have extracted this role of moral standards from the Holy Qur’an.
:Confirming freedom of human will, the Holy Qur’an sets forth the following example

لَْب هَِّلِل  دُمـْحَْلا  نَووُتَسـْیَ  لْهَ  ارًهْجَوَ  ارسـِ  هُْنِم  قُفِْنُی  وَهُفَ  انًسـَحَ  اقًزْرِ  اَّنِم  هُانَْقزَرَ  نْمَوَ  ءٍیْشـَ  یلَعَ  رُدِْـقیَ  اَل  اکًوُلمْمَ  ادًْـبعَ  الـًثَمَ  هَُّللا  بَرَضَ 
نَومُلَْعیَ اَل  مْهُرُثَکْأَ 

Allah sets forth a parable: consider a slave, the

property of another, who has no power over anything, and one whom We have

granted from Ourselves a goodly sustenance; so, he spends from it secretly

and openly. Are the two alike? All praise is due to Allah! Nay, most of them

(do not know. (16:75

It also provides humans the desire to ponder this issue, such as in the following holy
:verse

رَُّکذَتَیَ امََّنإِ  نَومُلَْعیَ  اَل  نَیذَِّلاوَ  نَومُلَْعیَ  نَیذَِّلا  يوِتَسـْیَ  لْهَ  لُْق  هِِّبرَ  هَمَحْرَ  وجُرْیَوَ  هَرَخِآْلا  رُذَحْیَ  امًِئاقَوَ  ادًجِاسَ  لِْیَّللا  ءَاَنآ  تٌِناقَ  وَهُ  نَّْمأَ 
بِابَْلأَْلا وُلوأُ 

:Say

(Are those who know and those who do not know alike? (39:9

It also provides the concepts of good and evil, justice and inequity, honesty and lying,
:and miserliness and altruism as well as other concepts

مٌیمِحَ ٌّیِلوَ  هَُّنأَکَ  هٌوَادَعَ  هُنَْیَبوَ  کَنَْیَب  يذَِّلا  اذَإِفَ  نُسَحْأَ  یَهِ  یِتَّلاِب  عْفَدْا  هُئَِّیَّسلا  اَلوَ  هُنَسَحَْلا  يوِتَسْتَ  اَلوَ 

Not

(alike are the good and the evil. (41:34
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By discussing such concepts, the Holy Qur’an aims at arousing man’s natural and
sentimental perceptions, because these perceptions represent the foundations of
ethical behavior, which is defined and depicted by the Holy Qur’an in detail and which

.we call rational good and evil

When the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) directed their followers to

p: 37
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adhere to this doctrine of Divine justice, which has become one of the fundamentals

of their sect, they intended to establish an ethical basis in the spiritual and mental

structure of their followers. They instituted a sort of psychological and spiritual
immunity to protect their followers against supporting or keeping silent with regard to
grave ethical deviations, like the ascription of inequity and aggression to Almighty

.Allah

Distinction between Islam and Faith

The Holy Imams (‘a) distinguished a Muslim from a believer on ethical grounds, as is
:mentioned in the Holy Qur’an

مْکُِلامَعْأَ نِْم  مْکُْتِلیَ  اَل  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هََّللا  اوعُیطُِت  نْإِوَ  مْکُِبوُلُق  یِف  نُامَیإِْلا  لِخُدْیَ  اَّمَلوَ  انَمْلَسْأَ  اوُلوُق  نْکَِلوَ  اوُنِمؤُْت  مَْل  لُْق  اَّنمَآ  بُارَعْأَْلا  تَِلاقَ 
مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  ائًْیشَ 

نَوُقدِاَّصلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوأُ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  مْهِسِفُْنأَوَ  مْهِِلاوَْمأَِب  اودُهَاجَوَ  اوُباتَرْیَ  مَْل  َّمُث  هِِلوسُرَوَ  هَِّللاِب  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا  امََّنإِ 

,The dwellers of the desert say, “We believe.” Say

You do not believe but say, ‘We submit’ and faith has not yet entered into“

your hearts. And, if you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will not diminish

(aught of your deeds. Surely, Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. The (true

believers are only those who believe in Allah and His Messenger then they

doubt not and struggle hard with their wealth and their lives in the way of

(Allah. They are the truthful ones. (49:14-15

Accordingly, declaration of Islam in utterance of the two statements of belief (i.e.
shahadah), belief in the Last Day, performing obligatory prayers, observance of
fasting, performance of the ritual pilgrimage (to the Holy House of Allah in Mecca),
and payment of the poor-rate (zakat)—all stand as the first step of Islamic doctrine.

By declaring and
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performing such, one’s blood is protected from being shed, property and honor
maintained, and the general Islamic social laws applied. From an ethical aspect,
however, all these differ in reality from the actual commitment to Islam and that

.which stems from such commitment

As for faith (i.e. iman), it represents a high rank of firm belief in the doctrine and also
.steadfastness in whatever it requires and whatever results from it

The following text—reported by al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi, through a valid chain
of authority, from Hamran ibn A`yun—is the best depiction of this conviction and

:clarifies the difference between being Muslim and being faithful

:Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) has said

بِْلقَْلا یِف  َّرقَتَسْإ  امَ  نُامَ  - يلإاَ

هِعَاَّطلاِب لُمَعَْلا  هُقََّدصَوَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإ  هِِب  یضَْفأَوَ 

وْأَ لٍوْقَ  نِْم  رَهَظَ  امَ  مُلاَسْلإاوَ  .هِرِْملأَ  مِیِلسَّْتلاوَ  اللهِ 

قِرَفِْلا نَِم  سِاَّنلا  نَِم  هٌعَامَجَ  هِْیلَعَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُوَ  لٍْعِف ،

زَاجَوَ ثُیرِاوَمَْلا  تِرَجَ  هِْیلَعَوَ  ءُامَِّدلا  تِنَقِحُ  هِِبوَ  .اهَِّلکُ 

ِّجحَْلاوَ مِوَّْصلاوَ  هِاکََّزلاوَ  هِلاََّصلا  یلَعَ  اوعُمَتَجْاوَ  حُاکَِّنلا 

مُلاَسْلإاوَ .نِامَ  - يلإا یَلإ  اوفُیضِأُوَ  رِْفکُْلا  نَِم  کَِلذَِب  اوجُرَخَفَ 

یِف امَهُوَ  مَلاَسْلإا  كُرِشُْی  نُامَ  - يلإِاوَ نَامَ  - يلإا كُرِشُْی  لاَ 

یِف هُبَْعکَْلا  تِرَاصَ  امَکَ  نِاعَمِتَجْیَ ، لِْعفِْلاوَ  لِوْقَْلا 

نُامَ - يلإِا کَِلذَکَوَ  .هِبَْعکَْلا  یِف  سَْیَل  دُجِسْمَْلاوَ  دِجِسْمَْلا 

اللهُا لَاقَ  دْقَوَ  .نَامَ  - يلإا كُرِشُْی  مُلاَسْلإاوَ لاَ  مَلاَسْلإا  كُرِشُْی 

: اوُلوُق نْکَِلوَ  اوُنِمؤُْت ، مَْل  لُْق  .اَّنمَآ  بُارَعْلأَا  تَْلاقَ  یَلاعَتَ { :
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.لِاوَْقلأَا قُدَصْأَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  لُوْقَفَ  .مْکُِبوُلُق } یِف  نُامَ  - يلإِا لْخُدْیَ  اَّمَلوَ  انَمْلَسْأَ ،

Faith (iman) is

what settles in hearts, revealed to Almighty Allah, and is verified by

practicing acts of obedience to Him and submission to His decrees. Islam, on

the other hand, stands for the words and deeds that one says or does

publicly. Accordingly, Islam is that which is adopted by groups of people of

,all sects. Due to declaration of the creed of Islam, one’s blood is spared

laws of inheritance are applied to him, and marriage is permitted. Both

Muslims and faithful are equal in performing the obligatory prayers, paying

the poor-rate, observing the (obligatory) fasting, and undertaking the ritual

pilgrimage (hajj). By doing these acts, they depart atheism and attach

themselves to faith. Islam does not necessarily beget faith while faith

always accompanies Islam, even though both Islam and faith meet in words and

deeds. Just as the Ka`bah lies in the Sacred Mosque while the Sacred Mosque

is not situated in the Ka`bah, so also does faith accompany Islam while Islam

does not necessarily beget faith. Almighty Allah has said, “The dwellers of

;the desert say, ‘We believe.’ Say, ‘You do not believe but say, we submit

and faith has not yet entered into your hearts.” Verily, the saying of

.Almighty Allah is the most truthful of all sayings
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The reporter of this saying asked, “Does a faithful believer enjoy a preference in
?” virtues, laws, provisions, or any other things over a Muslim

:The Imam (‘a) answered

.اًدحِاوَ يًرجْمَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  نِایَرِجْیَ  مْهُ  .لاَ 

امَوَ امَهِِلامَعْأَ  یِف  مِِلسْمُْلا  یلَعَ  لاًضْفَ  نِِمؤْمُْلِل  َّنکَِلوَ 

.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإ  هِِب  نِاَبَّرقَتَیَ 

,No“

.the same laws and rulings are applied to both Muslims and faithful believers

However, a faithful believer enjoys preference over a Muslim in deeds and

.” acts of seeking nearness to Allah, the Almighty and Majestic

.اًدحِاوَ يًرجْمَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  نِایَرِجْیَ  مْهُ  .لاَ 

امَوَ امَهِِلامَعْأَ  یِف  مِِلسْمُْلا  یلَعَ  لاًضْفَ  نِِمؤْمُْلِل  َّنکَِلوَ 

.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإ  هِِب  نِاَبَّرقَتَیَ 

,No“

.the same laws and rulings are applied to both Muslims and faithful believers

However, a faithful believer enjoys preference over a Muslim in deeds and

.” acts of seeking nearness to Allah, the Almighty and Majestic

The reporter asked, “Almighty Allah says, ‘Whoever brings a good deed, shall have
ten like it (6:160),’ while you have just said that Muslims and faithful believers both
perform the prayers, pay the poor-rate, observe fasting, and go on the ritual

?” pilgrimage! How do you explain this preference
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:The Imam (‘a) answered

دْقَ سَْیَلأَ 

هُفَعِاضَُیفَ : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  لَاقَ 

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  فُعِاضَُی  نَیذَِّلا  مُهُ  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلافَ  هًرَیِثکَ }؟ افًاعَضْأَ  هَُل 

لُضْفَ اذَهَفَ  .اًفْعضِ  نَیعِْبسَ  هٍنَسَحَ  ِّلکُِل  مْهِِتانَسَحَ  مْهَُل 

اًفاعَضْأَ هِِنامَ  - يإ هَِّحصِ  رِدْقَ  یلَعَ  اللهُا  هُدُیزِیَوَ  نِِمؤْمُْلا ،

.رِْیخَْلا نَِم  ءُاشَیَ  امَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلاِب  اللهُا  لُعَْفیَوَ  .هًرَیِثکَ 

Almighty Allah has also said, ‘Who is it that will offer“

Allah a goodly gift, so He will multiply it for him manifold. (2:245)’ Those

who receive multiplication of their acts by Almighty Allah are the faithful

believers. Each good act of theirs will increase seventyfold. This is the

preference for the faithful believers. Their acts Almighty Allah will

,multiply manifoldly according to the degrees of their faith. Moreover

Almighty Allah imbues faithful believers with uncountable virtues as He

.” wills

The reporter asked, “If one converts to Islam, does this mean that he has become a
?” faithful believer

:The Imam (‘a) answered

.لاَ

.رِْفکُْلا نَِم  جَرَخَوَ  نِامَ  - يلإِا یَلإ  فَیضِأُ  دْقَ  هَُّنکَِلوَ 
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: مِلاَسْلإا یلَعَ  نِامَ  - يلإِا لَضْفَ  هِِب  لُقِْعتَ  لاًثَمَ  کََل  بُرِضْأَسَوَ 

کََّنأَ دُهَشْتَ  تَْنکُأَ  دِجِسْمَْلا ، یِف  لاًجُرَ  تَرْصَُب  وَْل  تَْیأَرَأَ 

؟ هِبَْعکَْلا یِف  هُتَْیأَرَ 

.No, it does not“

.Such conversion only attaches him to belief and takes him out of disbelief

Let me cite for you an example that will make you understand the preference

,of faith over (profession of) Islam. If you see a man in the Sacred Mosque

?” can you testify that you saw him in the Ka`bah

.” The reporter answered, “No, I cannot

:The Imam (‘a) asked

تَْنکُأَ هِبَْعکَْلا ، یِف  لاًجُرَ  تَرْصَُب  وَْل 

؟ مَارَحَْلا دَجِسْمَْلا  لَخَدَ  دْقَ  هَُّنأَ  اًدهِاشَ 

If“

you see a man in the Ka`bah; can you testify that you have seen him in the

?” Holy Mosque
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.” The reporter answered, “Yes, I can

?” The Imam (‘a) asked, “How is that

The reporter answered, “This man cannot arrive at the Ka`bah before he enters the
.” Sacred Mosque

:The Imam (‘a) said

کَِلذَکَ .تَْنسَحْأَوَ  تَْبصَأَ  دْقَ 

.مُلاَسْلإاوَ نُامَ  - يلإِا

You are right and“

(you have done well! Such are faith and Islam.”(1

Faith and Deed

The Holy Imams (‘a) presented the practical aspect of belief in Almighty Allah, which
signifies man’s most important ethical characteristic. They also taught their followers
how to take this faith out of its abstract doctrinal state and sheer mental commitment

to its behavioral, practical, and applied form by interpreting faith as a reality,
essentially composed of different ranks and classes capable of being attained when

.put into practice

It seems that this topic was quite controversial during the ages of the Holy Imams (‘a).
Some scholars argued that there is no difference between the faith of the prophets
and the faith of Satan, because faith is an unchangeable fact in the sense that it
stands for no more than commitment to believing in the existence of Almighty Allah.
This fact can be either present or absent. The only difference between the prophets
and Satan in this ideology lies in their behavior and deeds not in the original existence

.of their commitment to belief
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.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:26-27, H.5 - - 1
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On the other hand, the instructions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) entailed that belief in
Almighty Allah is of various ranks that vary from one believer to another, because it
depends upon practical actions to a great extent. Hence, the more a servant (of
Almighty Allah) commits himself and gives his commitment a material form in his
behavior, the more his degree of faith increases and stands firm in his heart and

.sentiment

In his book of al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni, through a valid chain of authority, has
:reported Jamil ibn Darraj as saying

.I, once, asked Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) to define faith

:He (‘a) answered

نْأَ هُدَاهَشَ 

.هُُلوسُرَ اًدَّمحَُم  َّنأَوَ  اللهُا  َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  لاَ 

It is to profess“

.” that there is no deity save Allah and Muhammad is His messenger

?” I further asked, “This is an act; is it not

.” The Imam (‘a) answered, “Yes, it is

.” I added, “So, action is part of faith

:The Imam (‘a) clarified

تُُبْثیَ لاَ 

.هُْنِم لُمَعَْلاوَ  لِمَعَْلاِب ، َّلاإ  نُامَ  - يلإا هَُل 

One’s faith is not substantiated without action, which is“

(part of faith.”(1
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This concept has been explained by some texts in various ways, such as in the
:following tradition

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported that Hammad ibn `Amr al-Nusaybi said
:that someone once asked the knowledgeable Imam (‘a) the following question

p: 43
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.” O Knowledgeable, inform me of the best of all deeds in the view of Almighty Allah“

:The Imam (‘a) answered

امَ لاَ

.هِِب َّلاإِ  لٌمَعَ  لُبَْقُی 

It is verily the“

.” deed without which no other deed will be accepted

.What is that?” asked the man“

:The Imam (‘a) explained

وَهُ يذَِّلا  اللهِاِب ، نُامَ  - يلإاَ

.هًَلزِْنمَ اهَُفرَشْأَوَ  اًظّحَ  اهَانَسْأَوَ  هًجَرَدَ  لِامَعْلأَا  یلَعْأَ 

It“

is belief in Almighty Allah (i.e. faith), which is the highest of all deeds

in rank, the most sublime in measurement, and the most honorable in

.” standing

Please, tell me whether faith is both word and deed or only word without deed,”“
.asked the reporter

:The Imam (‘a) answered

کَِلذَ ضُْعَب  لُوْقَْلاوَ  هُُّلکُ ، لٌمَعَ  نُامَ  - يلإا

هٌتَِباَث هُرُوُن ، حٌضِاوَ  هِِباتَکِ ، یِف  هُنََّیَب  اللهِا  نَِم  ضٍرْفَِب   

لا

لِمَعَْ

.هِْیَلإ وعُدْیَوَ  بُاتَکِْلا  هِِب  دُهَشْیَ  هُُتَّجحُ ،
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Faith“

is deed all in all. Word (i.e. utterance of the creed of faith) is only part

of that deed according to a decree of Almighty Allah that He has shown in His

(Book with obvious light and firm argument to which the Book (i.e. Qur’an

.” testifies and upon which it calls

.Please, describe this to me so that I can understand it,” requested the reporter“

:The Imam (‘a) said

لُزِانَمَوَ تٌاقَبَطَوَ  تٌاجَرَدَوَ  تٌلاَاحَ  نَامَ  - يلإا  

نإ

َّ

هُُناصَْقُن یهِتَْنمُْلا  صُِقاَّنلا  هُْنِموَ  هُُمامَتَ  یهِتَْنمُْلا  ُّماَّتلا  هُْنمِفَ 

.هُُتدَایَزِ حُجِاَّرلا  دُِئاَّزلا  هُْنِموَ 

Faith“

is of various states, ranks, classes, and standings. Some people hold the

most perfect degree of faith, others an extremely deficient degree, and

.” others a ponderously abundant degree

p: 44
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?” The reporter asked, “Can faith be perfect, increasable, and deficient

.” The Imam (‘a) answered, “Yes, it can

?” The reporter asked, “How is that

:The Imam (‘a) said

كَرَابَتَ اللهَا  َّنإ 

اهَْیلَعَ هُمََّسقَوَ  مَدَآ  یِنَب  حِرِاوَجَ  یلَعَ  نَامَ  - يلإا ضَرَفَ  یَلاعَتَوَ 

هٌلََّکوَُم یَهِوَ  َّلاإ  هٌحَرِاجَ  مْهِحِرِاوَجَ  نِْم  سَْیلَفَ  اهَْیلَعَ ؛ هُقََّرفَوَ 

يذَِّلا هُُبْلقَ  اهَْنمِفَ  اهَُتخْأُ ، هِِب  تْلَِّکوُ  امَ  رِْیغَِب  نِامَ  - يلإا نَِم 

دُرِوُت يذَِّلا لاَ  هِِندََب  رُیِمأَ  وَهُوَ  مُهَْفیَوَ ، هُقَْفیَوَ  لُقِْعیَ  هِِب 

هُادَیَ اهَْنِموَ  هِرِْمأَوَ ، هِِیْأرَ  نْعَ  َّلاإ  رُدُصْتَ  لاَوَ  حُرِاوَجَْلا 

هُجُرْفَوَ امَهِِب  یشِمْیَ  نِاتََّللا  هُلاَجْرِوَ  امَهِِب  شُطِْبیَ  نِاتََّللا 

دُهَشْیَوَ بَاتَکِْلا  هِِب  قُطِْنیَ  يذَِّلا  هُُناسَِلوَ  هِِلبَِق  نِْم  هُابَلا  يذَِّلا 

نِاتََّللا هُاَنذُأُوَ  امَهِِب ، رُصِْبُی  نِاتََّللا  هُانَْیعَوَ  اهَْیلَعَ ، هِِب 

، نِاسَِّللا یلَعَ  ضَرُِف  امَ  رُْیغَ  بِْلقَْلا  یلَعَ  ضَرُِفوَ  .امَهِِب  عُمَسْیَ 

یلَعَ ضَرُِفوَ  نِْینَْیعَْلا ، یلَعَ  ضَرُِف  امَ  رُْیغَ  نِاسَِّللا  یلَعَ  ضَرُِفوَ 

رُْیغَ عِمَّْسلا  یلَعَ  ضَرُِفوَ  عِمَّْسلا ، یلَعَ  ضَرُِف  امَ  رُْیغَ  نِْینَْیعَْلا 

یلَعَ ضَرُِف  امَ  رُْیغَ  نِْیدَیَْلا  یلَعَ  ضَرُِفوَ  نِْیدَیَْلا ، یلَعَ  ضَرُِف  امَ 

، جِرْفَْلا یلَعَ  ضَرُِف  امَ  رُْیغَ  نِْیلَجِّْرلا  یلَعَ  ضَرُِفوَ  نِْیلَجِّْرلا ،

ضَرُِف امَ  اَّمأَفَ  .هِجْوَْلا  یلَعَ  ضَرُِف  امَ  رُْیغَ  جِرْفَْلا  یلَعَ  ضَرُِفوَ 

مُیِلسَّْتلاوَ قُیدِصَّْتلاوَ  هُفَرِْعمَْلاوَ  رُارَْقلإافَ  نِامَ  - يلإا نَِم  بِْلقَْلا  یلَعَ 
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، هَُل کَیرِشَ  هُدَحْوَ لاَ  اللهُا  َّلاإ  هََلإ  نْأَِب لاَ  اضَِّرلاوَ  دُْقعَْلاوَ 

یَّلصَ اًدَّمحَُم ، َّنأَوَ  اًدَلوَ ، لاَوَ  هًبَحِاصَ  ذْخَِّتیَ  مَْل  اًدمَصَ  اًدحَأَ 

.هُُلوسُرَوَ هُدُْبعَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

Verily, Allah, the“

Blessed and Exalted, has imposed faith on the organs of human beings, spread it

out and distributed it among them. Therefore, every organ in the human body

is ordained with a sort of faith that is completely different from other

sorts imposed upon other organs. One of these organs is one’s heart with

which he can realize, comprehend, and understand things. It is the chief of

the body and all other organs cannot do or stop doing anything except by its

command. Other organs are his hands with which he can hold things, his feet

with which he can walk, private parts that receive commands from the heart, the

tongue with which he can utter (the texts of) the Book and testify to it, the

eyes with which he can see, and ears with which he can hear. The faith that

Almighty Allah has imposed on man’s heart is different from that which He has

imposed upon the tongue; the faith imposed upon the tongue is different from

that imposed upon the eyes; the faith imposed upon the eyes is different from

that imposed upon the hearing; the faith imposed upon the hearing is

different from that imposed upon the hands; the faith imposed upon the hands

is different from that imposed upon the feet; the faith imposed upon the feet
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is different from that imposed upon the private parts; and the faith imposed

upon the private parts is different from that imposed on the face. The part

,of faith that is imposed upon man’s heart is to profess, recognize, testify, submit

avow and accept that there is no deity but Allah. Also, that He is the One

and Only, without any partner, Singular, eternally besought of all, has taken

neither consort nor son, and that Muhammad—may He bless him and his

(Household—is His servant and messenger.”(1

p: 45

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:38, H.7 - - 1
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The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) said one’s faith is decided on the above
grounds. They also believed that Almighty Allah’s commissioning with a duty must be

.in the scope of man’s ability and power

p: 46
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It has been narrated on the authority of `Ammar ibn al-Ahwas that Imam al-Jadiq (‘a)
:said

َّزعَ اللهَا  َّنإ 

قِدِّْصلاوَ ِّرِبلا  یلَعَ  مٍهُسْأَ : هِعَْبسَ  یلَعَ  نَامَ  - يلإا عَضَوَ  َّلجَوَ 

مََّسقَ َّمُث  .مِْلحِْلاوَ  مِْلعِْلاوَ  ءِافَوَْلاوَ  اضَِّرلاوَ  نِیقِیَْلاوَ 

مِهُسْلأَا هُعَْبَّسلا  هِذِهَ  هِیِف  لَعِجُ  نْمَفَ  .سِاَّنلا  نَْیَب  کَِلذَ 

ضٍْعبَِلوَ مَهَّْسلا  سِاَّنلا  ضِْعبَِل  مَسَقَوَ  .لٌمِتَحُْم  لٌِماکَ  وَهُفَ 

...هِعَْبَّسلا یَلإ  اوهَتَْنا  یَّتحَ  هََثلاََّثلا  ضٍْعبَِلوَ  نِْیمَهَّْسلا 

بِحِاصَ یلَعَ  لاَوَ  نِْیمَهْسَ  مِهَّْسلا  بِحِاصَ  یلَعَ  اوُلمِحْتَ  لاَ 

.مْهُوضُهَْبتَفَ هًَثلاََث  نِْیمَهَّْسلا 

Verily, Allah, the Almighty and Majestic, has

,placed faith on seven qualities: piety, honesty, certitude, contentedness

loyalty, knowledge, and forbearance. Next, He distributed these qualities

among people. He who won all these seven qualities is definitely perfect (in

faith) and capable (of deserving all these seven qualities). He then granted

some people one quality, two qualities, and three qualities up to seven…Do

not impose two qualities of faith upon him who has been granted one only and

three qualities upon him who has been granted two only and so on up to all

(seven, lest you overburden them.(1

In a validly reported tradition, Sadir has reported that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) addressed
:him as follows
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نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا َّنإ 

مْهُْنِموَ نِْیتَنَْثا ، یلَعَ  مْهُْنِموَ  هٍدَحِاوَ ، یلَعَ  مْهُْنِم  لَزِانَمَ ؛ یلَعَ 

مْهُْنِموَ سٍمْخَ ، یلَعَ  مْهُْنِموَ  عٍَبرْأَ ، یلَعَ  مْهُْنِموَ  ثٍلاََث ، یلَعَ 

هِدَحِاوَْلا بِحِاصَ  یلَعَ  لُمِحْتَ  تَْبهَذَ  وْلَفَ  .عٍْبسَ  یلَعَ  مْهُْنِموَ  ٍّتسِ ، یلَعَ 

یلَعَوَ وَْقیَ ، مَْل  اًثلاََث  نِْیتَْنِّثلا  بِحِاصَ  یلَعَوَ  وَْقیَ ، مَْل  نِْیتَْنِث 

مَْل اًسمْخَ  عَِبرْلأَا  بِحِاصَ  یلَعَوَ  وَْقیَ ، مَْل  اًعَبرْأَ  ثِلاََّثلا  بِحِاصَ 

ِّتِّسلا بِحِاصَ  یلَعَوَ  وَْقیَ ، مَْل  اًّتسِ  سِمْخَْلا  بِحِاصَ  یلَعَوَ  وَْقیَ ،

.تِاجَرََّدلا هِذِهَ  یلَعَوَ  وَْقیَ ، مَْل  اًعْبسَ 

Verily, the believers are

of various ranks. Some of them hold one rank only, others two, some others

.three, some others four, some five, some others six, and some others seven

If you impose (an act that cannot be done except by those who enjoy) two

.ranks upon one who has one rank only, he will certainly fail to undertake it

If you impose three ranks upon one who has two only, he will fail to

undertake it. If you impose four ranks upon one who has three only, he will

fail to undertake it. If you impose five ranks upon one who has four only, he

will fail to undertake it. If you impose six ranks upon one who has five

only, he will fail to undertake it. If you impose seven ranks upon one who

(has six only, he will fail to undertake it. So also are the other ranks(2) of faith.(3

p: 47
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Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:42, H.1. To impose two qualities of faith upon one who - - 1
has been granted only one…etc.—this means to charge one who has only one quality
of faith with an act that cannot be done except by one who enjoys two qualities or

.more is unacceptable because he will not be able to undertake such
This may be an indication of the grades mentioned by Almighty Allah in the holy - - 2

(verse that reads, “They are of varying grades in the sight of Allah. (3:163
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:45, H. 3 - - 3
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In view of this, one’s faith is threatened when one deviates from practical behavior
and abandons ethical conduct. Likewise, one’s faith is increased and perfected when

.one abides by the highest moral standards of behavior

This also reveals to us a method of education and management. The more perfect
one’s faith is, the more authorized to hold higher grades of duties and responsibilities.
Similarly, whenever entrusting some responsibilities with some people, it is necessary
to take into consideration their level of faith in order to restrict to them the duties that

are rendered to those of lower ranks of

p: 48
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.faith, as is instructed in the aforementioned tradition

Beyond doubt, such a method of understanding faith and the role that moral

standards play in the composition of this faith has great positive effects on behavioral
.and moral commitments and on the undertaking of responsibilities and tasks

Pattern of Conduct and Morality

The Holy Imams (‘a) firmly instructed their companions and followers to play the role
.of excellent exemplars and models of trust and reliance for the Muslim community

Presenting the philosophy of history, the Holy Qur’an refers to two kinds of
:exemplars

The first kind is the ‘Excellent Exemplar’ (al-uswah al-hasanah) that is perfect in
ideals, values and moral commitments, such as the exemplary role played by Prophet
Abraham (‘a), his companions, and Prophet Muhammad (s) as well as other Prophets

:and Messengers of Almighty Allah. In this respect, the Holy Qur’an reads

نَوعُجِرْیَ مْهَُّلعََل  رِبَکْأَْلا  بِاذَعَْلا  نَودُ  یَندْأَْلا  بِاذَعَْلا  نَِم  مْهَُّنقَیذُِنَل  َ

Certainly, you have in the

Messenger of Allah an excellent example for him whose hope is Allah and the

(latter day and remembers Allah much. (33:21

هَِّللا نِودُ  نِْم  نَودُُبْعتَ  اَّمِموَ  مْکُْنِم  ءُآرَُب  اَّنإِ  مْهِِموْقَِل  اوُلاقَ  ذْإِ  هُعَمَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  مَیهِارَْبإِ  یِف  هٌنَسَحَ  هٌوَسْأُ  مْکَُل  تَْناکَ  دْقَ 

,Indeed

there is for you a good example in Abraham and those with him when they said

to their people: Surely, we are clear of you and of what you serve besides

(Allah. (60:4

رَخِآْلا مَوْیَْلاوَ  هََّللا  وجُرْیَ  نَاکَ  نْمَِل  هٌنَسَحَ  هٌوَسْأُ  مْهِیِف  مْکَُل  نَاکَ  دْقََل 
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,Certainly

(there is for you in them a good example, for him who fears Allah and the last day. (60:6

p: 49
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نَیرِِفاکَِب اهَِب  اوسُْیَل  امًوْقَ  اهَِب  انَْلَّکوَ  دْقَفَ  ءِاَلؤُهَ  اهَِب  رْفُکْیَ  نْإِفَ  هََّوُبُّنلاوَ  مَکْحُْلاوَ  بَاتَکِْلا  مُهُانَْیتَآ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوأُ 

نَیمَِلاعَْلِل يرَکْذِ  اَّلإِ  وَهُ  نْإِ  ارًجْأَ  هِْیلَعَ  مْکُُلأَسْأَ  اَل  لُْق  هْدِتَْقا  مُهُادَهُِبفَ  هَُّللا  يدَهَ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوأُ 

These

,are they to whom We gave the Book and the Wisdom and the prophecy; therefore

if these disbelieve in it, We have already entrusted it to a people who are

,not disbelievers in it. These are the ones whom Allah has guided; therefore

(follow their guidance. (6:89-90

The second kind is the wicked exemplar (al-uswah al-sayyi'ah) which relies upon
power, authority, and external domination. This is specifically the pattern of
oppressors, tyrants, leaders of evil, ruling authorities, and the rich. Referring to these

:wicked exemplars, the Holy Qur’an states

نَودُتَهُْم مْهِرِاَثآ  یلَعَ  اَّنإِوَ  هٍَّمأُ  یلَعَ  اَنءَاَبآ  اَندْجَوَ  اَّنإِ  اوُلاقَ  لَْب 

!Nay

They say: We found our fathers on a course and surely, we are guided by their

(footsteps. (43:22

الَیِبَّسلا اَنوُّلضَأَفَ  اَنءَارَبَکُوَ  انَتَدَاسَ  انَْعطَأَ  اَّنإِ  انََّبرَ  اوُلاقَوَ 

They

shall say: O our Lord! Surely, we obeyed our leaders and our great men, so

(they led us astray from the path. (33:67

:Usually, man acts upon one of the following two basic factors in the issue of exemplar

First, sound human nature and the effects of righteousness, decency, and sentiment
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.within man’s inner self

Second, whims, lusts, fear, craving, and the points of weakness and defect in man’s
.inner self

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) urged their followers to mobilize and utilize the
.first factor in order to attain this social and human position

(Abdullah ibn Abi-Ya`fur has reported Imam al-Jadiq (‘a`

p: 50
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:as saying

رِْیغَِب رِْیخَْلاِب  سِاَّنلِل  هًاعَدُ  اوُنوکُ 

.عَرَوَْلاوَ قَدِّْصلاوَ  دَاهَِتجْلإا  مُکُْنِم  اوْرَیَِل  مْکُِتنَسِْلأ ،

Act as

heralds to goodness in the milieus of people by other means than your tongues

i.e. speech) so that they can become aware of your diligence, honesty, and)

(piety.(1

Ibn `Abbas has reported that the Holy Prophet (s) was asked about the best of
,associates. He answered

، هُُتیَؤْرُ اللهَا  مُکُرُِّکذَُت  نْمَ  ءِاسَلَجُْلا ) رُْیخَ  )

.هُُلمَعَ هِرَخِلآا  یِف  مْکُُبِّغرَُیوَ  هُقُطِْنمَ ، مْکُمِْلعِ  یِف  دُیزِیَوَ 

The)

,best associate) is he who reminds you of Almighty Allah when you see him

increases your knowledge when he speaks, and awakens your desires for the

(Hereafter when he acts.(2

:Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) is reported to have said

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإ  سِاَّنلا  ضَغَْبأَ  َّنإ 

.هِِلامَعْأَِب يدِتَْقیَ  لاَوَ  مٍامَإ  هَِّنسُِب  يدِتَْقیَ  نْمَ 

,Verily

the most hated of all people by Allah—the Almighty and Majestic—is one who
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(follows the beliefs of a leader but does not imitate his conduct.(3

Decency and Good Manners

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) conferred a vital role upon decency(4) in
practical social life. According to the

p: 51

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:513, H. 1 - - 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:412, H. 4 - - 2
Shaykh al-Sadur, al-Khisal 1:21, H. 62; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 71:178, H. - - 3

.25
Decency (`adalah) is a supreme rank of straightness and righteousness on the - - 4
path of the religion, or mental disposition that prevents man from falling prey to

.prohibitions and abandoning obligatory acts or repenting after committing a sin
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Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School, decency is essential in people who hold such offices, positions,
and acts like rulership, judicature, governmental offices, issuance of religious laws,
leading congregational prayers, testifying in litigations, divorces, and other offices
listed in books on the practical laws of Islam. This is clear-cut evidence regarding the
fact that decency, as a quality, is of great importance, since it plays a vital role in social

.life

Decency is so important that it is preferred to knowledge and experience. Hence,
knowledge of a person who lacks decency and piety is worthless. Moreover,
knowledge without piety denotes mischief. Therefore, the Holy Imams (‘a) have
intensely warned against wicked scholars (i.e. knowledgeable persons who lack

(. decency

Thus, decency has occupied a special position in the mentality and psychological and
spiritual conditions of the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). It has also had a profound
impact on the attitudes of jurisprudents, judges, politicians, and managers of public

.activities

Such understanding of decency is missing in other Muslim sects or the religious
milieus to which these sects belong. For instance, other Muslim sects admit, yet with
discrepancy, that a decadent person (fasiq) may lead a congregational prayer and
rule over the Muslim community. They also show lenience regarding the capacity of

.witnesses

Without a doubt, decency holds a connotation wider than trustworthiness and
.reliability; therefore, it engrosses a wide-ranging moral aspect

Naturally, decency that is essential in witnesses differs in

p: 52
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degree from decency essential in rulers, governors, judges, and issuers of verdicts
(mufti). In the latter, decency must be of a higher degree in order to be compatible

with the significance of these offices and enable such people to handle their
.psychological and social pressures easily

Method of Self-Purification

The Holy Imams (‘a) have instituted certain methods for the virtuous community to
attain self-purification and the required degree of high morality. One of these is

.struggle with the carnal self

p: 53
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Struggle With The Carnal Self: Proposition And Approach

Proposition

We need to understand the Islamic approach and proposition of struggle with the
:carnal self as a topic. Briefly, we can allude to the following aspects

First: Human life is extensively long in the sense that it is not restricted to existence in
this world, which is in fact short and limited when compared to the eternal life of
human beings. This worldly existence is a period of test and tribulation but, because of
its short term, it is treated as a period of “play, idle talk, pageantry, and boasting.” On
the other hand, the other eternal life is the Hereafter in which the reality of all actions

.and their just consequences materialize

Second: The basis of perfection of human life is the human soul, or self, not the
physical aspect—the body—because that which survives and continues to exist and
develop is the self not the body, which eventually perishes, reverses in nature,

.changes, and transforms

.Thus, struggle with the carnal self is an element of perfection of the human self

Third: Almighty Allah created man and gave him reason, recognition of Him, a general
inclination towards true guidance, and recognition of truths and causes of advantages
and disadvantages, yet in a general manner. Almighty Allah also placed in man fancies
and lusts that can allure him towards worldly life in order to test and try him on the
one hand and to make these fancies act us a motivating power on the other. Hence,

these are two factors, both parallel and opposite, that

p: 54
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.create human activity

Besides, Almighty Allah has granted man the capability of creating personal activities,
notions about the future, and arriving at generalizations. As a result, human volition

.has been the decisive factor in man’s movement and choice of certain acts

Whenever man applies his reason to direct his will and choice and prevail over them,
he will advance on the path of perfection. On the other hand, if man allows his fancy
and lusts to prevail over his will and direct his actions, he will slip onto the path of

.deterioration and regression

In the earlier hypothesis, the passions—directed by reason and knowledge—become

energy that propel towards perfection, while in the latter, they become destructive
.and detrimental energy

Fourth: Out of His kindness, mercy, magnanimity, wisdom and infinite knowledge,
Almighty Allah sent the prophets with books, missions and guidance through Divine
revelation in order to lead humanity towards the truth especially when facts are
confused and the truth resembles falsehood or when man fails to realize and

.appreciate the truth or his benefit and loss

The average person fails to recognize these truths and advantages; therefore, the
prophets and messengers of Almighty Allah undertake the missions of conveying His
messages, leading humanity to righteousness, teaching the Holy Book and wisdom,
judging with justice between people in matters wherein they differ and witnessing

.their conduct and activity

Fifth: If human will coincides with the Divine Legislative Will represented by Divine
edicts, laws, and provisions, the human self will attain perfection because it will be

compatible with the truth and its advantages. To achieve this, man is required to
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strive against his fancies and control his lusts in order to make them fall in line with
.the religious laws

Moreover, struggle with the self—against fancies and lusts—intrinsically leads to self-
perfection, which is the groundwork of human perfection, just as physical self-

.perfection can be attained through physical exertion and sports

Islam has set up a definite course to overcome psychological strife of the self and
attain self-perfection. Of course, this course has certain pillars, foundations, and
practical forms. The following is a summary of these pillars and foundations in
addition to other general aspects that relate to the practical forms and methods.

(Details are postponed for another occasion.(1

p: 56

In my exegesis of Surah al-Jumu`ah (No. 62) I have thrashed out the course of - - 1
purification and education in Islam. In the discussions of the ‘Social Relations System’

.and ‘Rituals and Acts of Worship System’, I will introduce an aspect of this topic
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The Way

Point

The pillars of the Ahl al-Bayt’s Islamic method of struggle with the carnal self are as
follows. The detailed features can be obtained from discussions published on the topic

(of struggle with the carnal self or self-purification.(1

First: One of the foundations of struggle with the carnal self, according to Islam and
:the Ahl al-Bayt’s instructions, is to strengthen one’s ties with Almighty Allah through

Strong faith in Him ( 1)

Full trust in Him ( 2)

A good concept of Allah ( 3)

Sincerity in deed and intention ( 4)

Love for Him ( 5)

Fear of Him ( 6)

Hope in Him ( 7)

Second: The second foundation of struggle with the carnal self is to comply with
reason that guides towards the truth. One of the features of complying with reason is
to depend upon knowledge and erudition to face ignorance and fancies and avoid
falling under their influence. In view of this fact, Divine punishment and reward will be

in

p: 57

I have dealt with this topic, in some details, in my lectures of Ramazan, 1413-1414. - - 1
Traditions in this respect are overlooked on account of briefingbrevity. However,
these traditions can be seen in al-Hurr al-`Amili’s Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, Vol. 11, Section:
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Self-StrifeStruggle with the Carnal Self, Section: Enjoining the Right and Forbidding
.the Evil, and other sections

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 270 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


accordance with one’s reason. It is strongly recommended to consult one’s reason
.and then give preference to it over fancy in all matters that one may face in life

Third: The other foundation of struggle with the carnal self includes the avoidance of
disobedience to Almighty Allah, sins, and wrongdoing and the practice of piety,
chastity and restraint when the self inclines towards evil and lusts. The next stage is
identifying one’s development in the struggle against the carnal self, control over
tendencies, and use of faculties of the self within legal restrictions. The positive and
negative psychological and spiritual consequences on life are connected to such

.commitment to contend with the self

Fourth: The fourth foundation of struggle with the carnal self can be summarized in
:the following points

Be steadfast in obeying Almighty Allah ( 1)

Be committed to religious duties ( 2)

Forsake acts of disobedience ( 3)

Avoid committing forbidden acts ( 4)

Withstand psychological and external pressures by means of refraining from ( 5)
surrendering, accepting, or submitting to them

Persist in the path of obedience ( 6)

Shun all acts of disobedience ( 7)

Strengthen factors of patience ( 8)

Develop willpower and capability for endurance ( 9)

Control one’s emotions and passivity by strengthening one’s willpower ( 10)
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Fifth: Another foundation of struggle with the carnal self is the practice of calling
oneself to account and monitoring one’s deeds and activities as well as emotions,
feelings, and senses. By doing this one can figure out the scope of compatibility of
one’s acts, behavior, emotions and feelings with religious laws, Islamic morals,
perfective features and noble goals that Almighty Allah has put before man along his

.progress towards self-perfection

Sixth: The other foundation is to repent and frequently turn to Almighty Allah
whenever one feels that he has deviated from the path of truth and the straight
course of justice, and whenever one falls into sin and wrongdoing or unwittingly
commits offences. As soon as man finds himself performing such wrong deeds, he
must hurry to repent by feeling sorry, confessing that he has committed a sin,
determining to commit himself to religious duties, and compensating for the financial

.or moral wrongdoings that he may have committed against others

Seventh: The seventh foundation is to detect sources of lustful drives, such as egoism
and pursuance of desires like “women, sons, and hoarded treasures of gold and
silver.” It also requires detecting psychological tendencies in one’s personality, such
as rage, envy, hunger for power, arrogance, cavorting about, avarice, laziness, tribal
or national fanaticism, ignorance-based zealotry, wronging others, inclination to
transgression, violation of others’ rights, and so on. The stage following detection

.must be to remedy these drives and be watchful of them

Eighth: Creation of immunity, resistance, impregnability, and refuge against fancies
inside the human self can play a major role in the establishment of the high level of

struggle

p: 59

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 272 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


against the carnal self that guides man in his progress towards self-perfection. To
achieve such strength in the inner self, one needs to commit oneself to performing

recommended acts and avoiding forbidden acts. Such commitment builds a defensive
fence around the self to prevent it from falling under the influences of fancies. When

.this is done, the self climbs more steps towards self-perfection

More Methods for Struggle with the Carnal Self

In addition to the above, other methods of struggle with the carnal self can be derived
:from general Islamic teachings, as follows

Supplicatory prayers (pl. ad`iyah/sing. du`a') and remembrance of Almighty Allah ( 1)
(i.e. dhikr): The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt ('a) set a course of supplicatory prayers
and words and statements of dhikr that cover all the hours of days and nights. They
:also invited attention to the importance of devotional acts practiced on nights such as

The Qadr Nights (the 19th, 21st, and 23rd of Ramazan); Thursday nights (i.e. the nights
(; before Fridays

The nights preceding the Feast Days (i.e. `«d—the 1st of Shawwal and 10th of Dhu’l-
(; Hijjah

The eves of Islamic occasions such as the eves of the Holy Prophet’s birth, the Divine
.Mission, `«d al-Ghadir, the 15th of Sha`ban…etc

In addition to these nights, certain days of the year are of special significance with
:regard to acts of worship, such as

;The first nine days of Dhu’l-Hijjah

(; The Tashriq Days (the 11th, 12th, and 13th of Dhu’l-Hijjah
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;The `«d Days, including the day of `«d Ghadir

;The Holy Prophet’s birthday

;The anniversary of the Divine Mission

.The day of `Ashura', and other special days

Special Recommended Prayers: The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt ('a) prescribed a ( 2)
number of voluntary prayers to be performed at any time. These are prayers ascribed
to the Fourteen Infallibles, Ja`far al-Tayyar’s Prayer, and other prayers, as well as
other general prayers to be voluntarily offered on particular nights that have special

.devotional acts, such as the nights of Ramazan and Islamic anniversaries

Other Acts of Worship: The Holy Imams ('a) have also recommended other ( 3)
devotional, yet voluntary, acts such as fasting, confinement to mosques (i`tikaf),
`Umrah, visitations to the tombs of the Holy Prophet (s), the Holy Imams (‘a) and the
righteous servants of Almighty Allah. Statements of glorification of Almighty Allah
(dhikr), giving alms from one’s wealth for the sake of Allah, and visiting one’s relatives,

.neighbors, brethren-in-faith and even Muslims in general are included

The minute details of all these devotional acts can be found in reference books of
hadith on chapters dedicated to certain subjects like struggle with the carnal self,
self-perfection, skill in social relationships, affiliation with one’s brethren-in-faith and
excellent moral behavior. Practicing such devotional acts escalates the moral aspects
and behavioral commitments and strengthens the personality at both individual and

.social levels

Details of these acts are discussed in the coming book on Rituals and Acts of the
.Worship System
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Blank
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Chapter Three: Cultural Aspect

Prelude

Culture, or education, occupies the third place of importance in the process of building
the virtuous community. It can portray the correct features of this community, since it
represents the proportionally detailed outlines of the doctrinal and moral content and
the foundation on which the superstructure of the virtuous community can be
established. The institutions, programs, and consequences of education can maintain

the endurance and continuity of this structure in addition to connecting with the
doctrinal and moral aspects. Education helps make these aspects become part of the

.culture by which the nation abides

Education is a well-fortified shelter that can maintain the doctrines and morals of the
.nation on the one hand and supply the people with a high moral spirit on the other

It can also hold together the nation and the virtuous community from all parts of the
world to unify them on their path, affairs, and goals. This is so because education
monitors the details of the social structure and supplies all aspects with the concepts
it needs at political, economic, social, organizational, or security levels and even at the

.levels of form, content, and purport

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School has granted the educational

p: 63
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aspect a special privilege and particular significance through their actions and by
.building the virtuous community

No doubt, the Holy Qur’an, being the richest source of Islamic education in the view of
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), has been the object of their greatest interest. For that reason,
Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) took the initiative of compiling the Holy Qur’an based

.on its revelation and interpretation

In this respect, `Amr ibn Abi’l-Miqdam has reported on the authority of Jabir that he
:heard Imam al-Baqir (‘a) saying

عَمَجَ هَُّنأَ  سِاَّنلا  نَِم  دٌحَأَ  یعََّدإ  امَ 

هُظَفِحَوَ هُعَمَجَ  امَوَ  بٌاَّذکَ ؛ َّلاإ  لَزِْنأُ  امَکَ  هَُّلکُ  نَآرْقُْلا 

هَُّمِئلأَاوَ بٍِلاطَ  یِبأَ  نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّلاإ  یَلاعَتَ  اللهُا  هَُلَّزَن  امَکَ 

.هِدِْعَب نِْم 

None

may claim that he compiled the entire Qur’an as exactly as it was revealed

but a liar. None compiled and preserved it as exactly as it was revealed

(except `Ali ibn Abi-Talib (‘a) and the Imams (‘a) after him.(1

Likewise, Imam `Ali (‘a) was the first to compile, write down and preserve the
Prophetic Traditions (Sunnah), because these traditions are considered the second
source of Islamic culture. His efforts resulted in the Comprehensive Document (al-

.Jahifah al-Jami`ah) that was transferred to the Holy Imams (‘a) thereafter

:Abu-Basir has reported Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) as saying

p: 64

Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 1:228, H. 1. Undoubtedly, ‘compilation’ in this tradition - - 1
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must stand for collecting the Holy Qur’an with all of its peculiarities that went along
with it, beginning with the reasons for the revelation of its verses and its inferences

.including the Holy Prophet’s explanations of it
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.هَعَِماجَْلا اَندَْنعِ  َّنإوَ  دٍَّمحَُم ! اَبأَ  ایَ 

اًعارَذِ نَوعُْبسَ  اهَُلوطُ  هٌفَیحِصَ  هُعَِماجَْلا ؟ امَ  مْهِیرِدُْی  امَوَ 

نْمَ هِِئلاَْمإوَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لِوسُرَ  عِارَذِِب 

مٍارَحَوَ لٍلاَحَ  ُّلکُ  اهَیِف  .هِِنیمِیَِب  ٍّیِلعَ  ِّطخَوَ  هِیِف  قِْلفَ 

.شِدْخَْلا نَِم  شَرْلأَا  یَّتحَ  هِْیَلإ  سُاَّنلا  جُاتَحْیَ  ءٍیْشَ  ُّلکُوَ 

O

Abu-Muhammad, we do have the Jami`ah with us. What do they know about

the Jami`ah? It is a seventy-cubit long document that was measured and

directly dictated by Allah’s Messenger (s) and handwritten by `Ali (‘a). It

includes all that which is lawful and unlawful and everything people may

(need, even matters that are as minute as the expiation for a scratch.(1

Abu-Basir has also reported that he heard Imam al-Jadiq (‘a), talking about the
:verdicts of Ibn Shabramah, saying

لُوسُرَ یلَْمأَ  هِعَِماجَْلا ؟ نَِم  وَهُ  نَْیأَ 

اهَیِف .هِدِیَِب  ٌّیِلعَ  هَُّطخَوَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ،

.هِیِف شِدْخَْلا  شُرْأَ  یَّتحَ  مِارَحَْلاوَ  لِلاَحَْلا  عُیمِجَ 

How

can he be compared with the Jami`ah? It is the dictations of Allah’s Messenger

s) and the handwriting of `Ali (‘a). It comprises all that which is legal)

(and illegal even matters that are as minute as the expiation for a scratch.(2
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Additionally, Imam `Ali (‘a), after the Messenger of Allah (s), was the most

knowledgeable of all people, the most skilled in judgment, and the most experienced
in the lawful and the unlawful issues as well as the interpretation of the Holy Qur’an.

He was verily the door to the city of the Holy

p: 65

Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 1:239, H. 1; al-Jaffar, Basa'ir al-Darajat, p. 143, H. 4 and - - 1
.pp. 151-152, H. 3; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 26:22, H. 11

Al-Jaffar, Basa'ir al-Darajat, p. 145, H. 15; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 26:35, H. 61 - - 2
(. (quoted from the earlier reference book
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.Prophet’s knowledge

At the level of practice, Imam `Ali (‘a) was the most liberal of all people in cultural and
educational aspects after the Holy Prophet (s). He was the first to set courses and
invent new branches in the sciences of education. He is thus the founder of a number

of sciences, such as jurisprudence (fiqh), hadithology, exegesis of the Holy Qur’an
((tafsir), syntax (nahw), and many others.(1

The same course of Imam `Ali (‘a) has been followed by the other Holy Imams (‘a),
their followers and partisans who, directed by the Holy Imams (‘a), founded the

(Islamic sciences.(2

In the field of education, while building the virtuous community, the Holy Imams (‘a)
:worked on diagnosing and constructing two important projects

p: 66

This subject will be discussed in further detail in the coming book regarding the - - 1
.intellectual referential authority

Refer to Sayyid Hasan al-Jadr, Ta'sis al-Shi`ah li-`Ulum al-Islam (The Shi`ah: - - 2
Founders of the Sciences of Islam). This book has been summarized in Al-Shi`ah wa-
Funun al-Islam (The Shi`ah and Islamic Arts) and Mu'allifu al-Shi`ah fi’l-Islam (Shi`ite

.Authors in Islam) by Sayyid `Abd al-Husayn Sharaf al-Din
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First Project Cultural And Educational Courses

Any educational course plays a major role in successfully strengthening the cultural
aspect of the virtuous community by making its individuals competent enough to fulfill

.their requirements and fill the gaps of their cultural needs

While building the virtuous community culturally, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) adopted four
:cultural policies that complemented each other. These policies are as follows

p: 67
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Freedom of Thought and Sources of Islamic Education

First Line: Freedom of Thought and Accurate Ijtihad

Freedom of thought and accurate ijtihad forms the general framework and
foundation of educational policy. A reference to this point, which is one of the
distinctive features by which the jurisprudence of the Twelver Imamiyyah sect
outmatches other sects and jurisprudential schools, has been made in the previous
chapter regarding intellectual and doctrinal aspects. We saw that the Holy Imams (‘a)
had a clear-cut goal and accurate course on which their educational school was set up
and its scientific foundations framed. This framework was established on the

:following foundations

First: The Holy Qur’an and the authentic Sunnah (traditions) of the Holy Prophet (s)
are the essential sources of Islamic culture in all fields such as historical-philosophy,
socio-philosophy, Muslim jurisprudence, ethics, ideology, cosmology, literature, and

.linguistics

Second: The principle of the referential authority of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) must be
observed in understanding Islam, its convictions and in obtaining Islamic law. In fact,
Islamic texts, history and Prophetic traditions have suffered inaccuracy in

interpretations and explanations in addition to variety and multiplicity in situations and
.trends

The policy of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School firmly attests that the Holy Imams (‘a) are the
referential authorities in obtaining an accurate understanding of Islam in addition to
being the divinely appointed leaders of the Muslim nation and the legitimate

representatives of the Holy Prophet (s). The famous hadith al-thaqalayn (Tradition of
the Two

p: 68
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(Weighty Things) has referred to this very fact, as has been previously cited.(1

Third: Jurisprudential rules and fundamental principles of Islam can be inferred from
the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah—the two sources of Islamic legislation. General rules and
universal laws can be applied in order to deal with the latest developments. The Holy
Legislator has left the Representative of the Holy Prophet (s), the Holy Imam (‘a) or a

.well-qualified jurisprudent, to deduct laws from their sources

Inasmuch as the Islamic system is the final divinely revealed code of law, it must

cover all ages and times. In view of this fact, jurisprudents and well-versed scholars
are required to play the role of inferring the secondary and circumstantial religious
laws from their sources in order to meet with the latest circumstances, on condition
that such inference is based on the general laws of Islam. Furthermore, jurisprudents
and scholars are required to assess the legal situation and human responsibility

.towards every event and condition

As a part of the mission, competent scholars are required to implement the Qur’anic
verses regarding Islamic law in their inferences regarding new developments that
occur in Muslim life in general. They are also required to apply historical concepts and
norms to their inferences attributed to the social and political conditions of the Muslim

.community

Fourth: Considerable attention has been paid by the Holy Imams (‘a) to teach their
followers the precise method of

p: 69

Proofs on this fact will be cited in a coming book about the referential authority of - - 1
.the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) within this series
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inference of religious laws from their sources and the accurate approach of using the
Islamic texts (i.e. texts of the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah) in the most appropriate way.
They are expected to compare the texts, which seem to be contradictory, with one
another in order to come up with an acceptable result and to uncover points of
concurrence and connection between them and also prefer some texts over others
on the basis of certain regulations and standards that are defined in `Ilm al-Usul

(. (Fundamentals of Muslim Jurisprudence

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) asserted the significance of familiarization with
the abrogating and abrogated, decisive and allegorical, general and particular,
concise and elaborate texts of the sources of the religious legislation before a process
of inference of religious laws is carried out. They also emphasized the use of the
method of dealing with such texts and understanding some of them in the light of
others. This matter was one of the gifts in which Imam `Ali (‘a) used to excel over the

.other companions of the Holy Prophet (s), since it was one of his peculiar excellences

Ijtihad and Vitality of Islamic Law

The objective of such meticulous freedom of thought was to accomplish the following
:two significant matters

First: Freedom of thought aimed at creating among every generation a class of well-
qualified scholars competent enough to infer religious laws from their genuine and
fundamental sources. This was done to avoid falling into chaotic situations due to

reliance upon the opinionism(1) in

p: 70

Opinionism (in Islamic traditions) is the trend of using personal views and - - 1
.conjectures in the issuance of religious verdicts
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which the opinionists (ashab al-ra'y) had fallen; in other words, the Hadithists had
become inert by depending upon a single text and not subjecting these single texts to
perfect comprehension by comparing them to other texts. In fact, the totality of
Almighty Allah’s words (i.e. the Holy Qur’an), the Holy Prophet’s traditions (i.e.
Sunnah), and the Holy Imams’ (‘a) reported discourses are considered one word—one

explaining the other—just like the uninterrupted speech of an individual when the
.first, middle, or the last part of that speech indicates the speech as a whole

Second: Freedom of thought aimed at maintaining the vitality of the religious code of
Islamic law and sustaining its capability to adapt itself to the changing circumstances

and developments, without (1) falling victim to the perils of distortion, falsification and
imitating other jurisprudential schools, (2) interpreting the sacred texts

inappropriately, or (3) challenging the truth due to the political and cultural chaos into
which the Muslim world had fallen as a result of the spread of seditious matters and

.painful events suffered by Muslims all through history

p: 71
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Seeking Knowledge and Learning

Second Line: Promotion of Seeking of Knowledge

The second line in the educational course of the Holy Imams (‘a) is urging seeking of
knowledge in general and knowledge of the religious law in particular. In the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) School, seeking knowledge has become a religious duty, the violation of
which brings about accountability. Books of hadith have dedicated separate chapters

:to this subject, since many traditions, such as the following, have confirmed it

:Imam al-Riza (‘a) has reported Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) as saying

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لَوسُرَ  تُْعمِسَ 

هِِب ...مٍِلسُْم  ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  هٌضَیرِفَ  مِْلعِْلا  بُلَطَ  لُوقُیَ : هِِلآوَ ،

لُلاَحَْلا فُرَْعُی  هِِبوَ  مُاحَرْلأَا ، لُصَوُت  هِِبوَ  ُّبَّرلا ، عُاطَُی 

هُمُهَْلُی هُعُِباتَ : لُمَعَْلاوَ  لِمَعَْلا ، مُامَإ  مُِلْعلاَ  .مُارَحَْلاوَ 

.ءُایَقِشْلأَا هُُمرَحُْیوَ  ءُادَعَُّسلا 

I heard the Messenger of Allah (s) saying, “Seeking knowledge

is obligatory upon every Muslim… Through it, the Lord is obeyed (properly), kinships

are observed, and lawful and unlawful (matters) are recognized. Knowledge is

the leader of deed while deed is its follower. Knowledge is inspired in the blessed

(but withheld from the wretched.”(1

,Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 72

Shaykh al-Tusi, al-Amali, pp. 487-488; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 1:171, H. 24 (quoted - - 1
(. from the earlier reference book
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مِْلعِْلا یِف  امَ  سُاَّنلا  مَِلعَ  وَْل 

.جِجَُّللا ضِوْخَوَ  جِهَمُْلا  کِْفسَِب  وَْلوَ  هُوُبلَطََل 

Had

people realized the benefits of knowledge, they would have certainly sought

(it even by exposing themselves to death and the toil of tumults.(1

:Zayd al-Zarrad has reported Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) as saying

هِْیلَعَ رُِقابَْلا  رٍفَْعجَ  وُبأَ  لَاقَ 

رِدْقَ یلَعَ  هِعَیِّشلا  لَزِانَمَ  فْرِعْإ  َّینَُب ؛ ایَ  مُلاََّسلا :

هُیَارَِّدلا یَهِ  هَفَرِْعمَْلا  َّنإفَ  مْهِِتفَرِْعمَوَ ، مْهِِتیَاوَرِ 

یَلإ نُِمؤْمُْلا  وُلْعیَ  تِایَاوَِّرلِل  تِایَارَِّدلاِبوَ  هِیَاوَِّرلِل ،

هِْیلَعَ ٍّیِلعَِل  بٍاتَکِ  یِف  تُرْظََن  یِّنإ  .نِامَ  - يلإا تِاجَرَدَ  یصَْقأَ 

هُرَدْقَوَ ئٍرِْمإ  ِّلکُ  هَمَیِق  َّنإ  بِاتَکِْلا : یِف  تُدْجَوَفَ  مُلاََّسلا 

.هُُتفَرِْعمَ

Imam (Abu-Ja`far) al-Baqir ('a) said, “O Son, you can recognize the

,ranks of the Shi`ah according to their reports and knowledge. Verily

knowledge is to have acquaintance with the traditions. Through familiarity

with traditions, a believer can mount up to the furthest rank of belief. As I

looked at it, I found the following in the Book of `Ali (‘a): “The value and

(worth of each individual is his/her knowledge.”(2

:Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) is also reported as saying
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امَ رِدْقَِب  انَِتعَیشِ  لَزِانَمَ  اوُفرِعْإِ 

هَیقِفَْلا ُّدعَُن  اَّنإفَ لاَ  اَّنعَ ، مْهِِتایَاوَرِ  نِْم  نَوُنسِحُْی 

نُوکُیَ نُِمؤْمُْلاَ  ...اًثَّدحَُم  نَوکُیَ  یَّتحَ  اًهیقِفَ  مْهُْنِم 

.ثٌَّدحَُم مَُّهفَمُْلاوَ  اًمَّهفَُم ،

You can recognize the

standings of our Shi`ah (i.e. adherents) through recognizing the amount of

their reporting of our traditions in a proficient way. We cannot regard the

jurisprudents among them as true jurisprudents until they prove themselves as

reporters of our traditions…A believer can receive understanding of things

from the angels), and one who receives understanding is actually talked to)

(by the angels.(3

p: 73

Ibn Abi-Jumhur, `Awali al-La'ali 4:61, H. 9; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 1:171, H. 53 - - 1
(. (quoted from the earlier reference book

Shaykh al-Jaduq, Ma`ani al-Akhbar, p. 1, H. 2; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 2:184, H. 4 - - 2
(. (quoted from the earlier reference book

Al-Kashshi, Ikhtiyar Ma`rifat al-Rijal 1:61, H. 2; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 2:82, H. 1 - 3
(. (quoted from the earlier reference book
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In this respect, the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) did not stop at touching this
matter in general terms; rather, they portrayed the steps leading to it. These steps

:are as follows

Knowledge and Opinion

The Holy Imams (‘a) laid much stress on adopting the Qur’anic methodology of
research, highlighting the role of science and positivism in obtaining knowledge as
opposed to the course of adopting conjecture and surmise. As has been previously
cited, the Holy Imams (‘a) attached acquaintance with the religious laws to the
authentic resources of these laws. In addition, they asserted that the dependence
upon these resources must be consistent with the methodology of research founded

(. on study and learning derived from the true scholars, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

As a result of these instructions, the Holy Imams (‘a) blocked the way of adopting
surmise and personal views, opinions and conjecture, such as the so-called principles
of equitable preference (istihsan), analogy (qiyas), acceptable advantages (al-masalih

al-mursalah) and similar invented principles. Divine truths, religious laws and the
details of

p: 74
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advantages and disadvantages related to these laws cannot be realized except by
Divine revelation and inspiration. This is granted to prophets and divinely selected
individuals or by learning, erudition, recording, and taking from the true scholars who

.are the Household of the Holy Prophet (s) and trustees of Divine revelation

:The Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

دُسِْفُی امَ  نَاکَ  مٍْلعِ  رِْیغَ  یلَعَ  لَمِعَ  نْمَ 

.حُِلصُْی اَّمِم  رَثَکْأَ 

He who acts without

(knowledge will bring about more corruption than correction.(1

:Imam ‘Ali Amir al-Mu’minin (‘a) said

یَّلصَ اللهِا ، لِوسُرَ  دَْعَب  اوُلآ  سَاَّنلا  َّنإ 

اللهِا نَِم  يًدهُ  مِِلاعَ  یَلإ  اوُلآ  هٍَثلاََث : یَلإ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

مِْلعِْلِل عٍَّدُم  لٍهِاجَوَ  هِرِْیغَ ، نْعَ  مَِلعَ  امَِب  اللهُا  هُانَغْأَ  دْقَ 

نَتَفَوَ ایَْنُّدلا  هُْتنَتَفَ  دْقَ  هُدَْنعِ ، امَِب  بٍجَْعُم  هَُل ، مَْلعِ  لاَ 

اللهِا نَِم  يًدهُ  لِیِبسَ  یلَعَ  مٍِلاعَ  نِْم  مٍِّلعَتَُموَ  هُرَْیغَ ،

.يرَتَْفإ نِمَ  بَاخَوَ  یعََّدإ  نِمَ  کَلَهَ  َّمُث  .هٍاجََنوَ 

After the departure of Allah’s Messenger (s), the people separated into three

groups. One group represented the scholars that were truly guided by Almighty

Allah Who made them needless of other than Him due to the knowledge He gave

them (i.e. the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)). Another group represented the ignorant ones

who pretended to be knowledgeable while they lacked knowledge. They were
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admirers of what they had. They were tempted by this world while they

themselves tempted others. The third group represented those who were

learning from scholars for the sake of finding Allah’s guidance and

salvation. Beyond these three categories, perdition befall him who claims

(falsely and frustration befall him who forges lies.(2

p: 75

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:12, S (section) 4, H. 13 - - 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:7, S. 3, H. 4 - - 2
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:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

يًدهُ لاَوَ  مٍْلعِ  رِْیغَِب  سَاَّنلا  یتَْفأَ  نْمَ 

، بِاذَعَْلا هُکَِئلاَمَوَ  هِمَحَّْرلا  هُکَِئلاَمَ  هُْتنَعََل  اللهِا  نَِم 

.هُایَْتفِِب لَمِعَ  نْمَ  رُزْوِ  هُقَحَِلوَ 

He who gives a verdict

without knowledge and true guidance will be cursed by the angels of mercy and

the angels of chastisement and will be responsible for the deeds of those who

(acted upon his verdict.(1

Answering the question of his companion who asked him to mention the creatures’
:duty towards Almighty Allah, Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

اَّمعَ اوُّفکُیَوَ  نَومُلَْعیَ ، امَ  اوُلوقُیَ  نْأَ 

.هَُّقحَ اللهِا  یَلإ  اوُّدأَ  اوُلعَفَ  اذَإفَ  نَومُلَْعیَ ، لاَ 

They are required to say

only that which they know and refrain from that which they do not know. If

they do so, then they will have carried out their duty towards Almighty

(Allah.(2

Recording the Hadith

In addition to memorizing, reflecting on, and comprehending the Holy Qur’an, the
Holy Imams (‘a) highlighted the significance of reporting, memorizing, and recording
the Hadith. In this regard, history has recorded a precedence for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
and their followers who were the first to record, maintain, and circulate the Hadith,
especially after the Holy Sunnah had been in danger of extinction due to negativity
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shown by the second caliph in the earliest age of Islam. When the suggestion of
recording

p: 76

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:9, S. 4, H. 1, 11, 14 - - 1
Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:12, S. 4, H. 10. Refer to Chapter: - - 2
Qualifications of Judges in the same reference book, S. 6 (Illegality of Analogy and

.Conjectures), H. 14, 15, 20, 21

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 294 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


the Hadith was put before him, the second caliph rejected it, claiming that such
records would have a negative bearing on retaining the Holy Qur’an and distract the

(public from it (i.e. the Holy Qur’an).(1

As a result of the trend of recording and reporting the Hadith under the
encouragement of the Holy Imams (‘a), their companions attained high ranks in

(jurisprudence and general knowledge in which they excelled over all others.(2

By virtue of these instructions, the companions of the Holy Imams (‘a), in successive
ages, endeavored to write down and record the ahadith (plural of hadith). These
recordings were known as al-Usul al-Arba`mi'ah (The Four Hundred Principles). Some

of the Holy Imams’(‘a) companions, such as Aban ibn Taghlib and `Ubaydullah ibn `Ali
al-Halabi referred to these recordings.(3) The Holy Imams (‘a) praised those
companions who undertook this work, including Burayd ibn Mu`awiyah al-`Ajli, Abu-

(Basir, Muhammad ibn Muslim, and Zurarah ibn A`yun.(4

Propagation of Knowledge and Learning

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) instructed their companions and followers to seek knowledge and
learn. They highlighted these two activities as much as they focused on retaining and
recording the Hadith. Consequently, these practices became as important as

.recording the Hadith

p: 77

Ibn Sa`d, al-Tabaqat al-Kubra 5:140; Ibn `Abd al-Barr, Jami` Bayan al-`Ilm 2:147; - - 1
al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirat al-Huffaz 1:4-5; al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-`Ummal 5:239, H.

.4865
Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:61, S. 8, Jifat al-Qazi (Qualifications of - - 2

.Judges), H. 35
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:72-3, S. 8, H. 80-81 - - 3
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:57-59, H. 14, 16, 21 - - 4

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 295 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_77_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_77_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_77_3
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_77_4
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


As a result, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) managed to pave the way for making seeking of
knowledge easy-to-obtain and within reach by the individuals of the virtuous
community despite the difficult political circumstances encountered by these
individuals. They suffered constant harassment by the ruling authorities who also

.imposed economic and educational boycotts on them

Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi, has reported Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar as
saying, I asked (Abu`Abdullah) Imam al-Jadiq (‘a), “There is a reporter of your
traditions who spreads them among people so as to show them and your partisans
the right way. There is, on the other hand, a worshipper among your partisans that

?” does not have such ability to report your traditions. Which one is better

:The Imam (‘a) answered

بَوُلُق هِِب  ُّدشُیَ  انَِثیدِحَِل  هُیَوِاَّرلا 

.دٍِباعَ فِْلأَ  نِْم  لُضَْفأَ  انَِتعَیشِ 

A

reporter of our traditions who strengthens the hearts of our Shi`ah

(partisans) is better than a thousand worshippers.(1)

:The Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

اوْقَلاَتَوَ اورُکَاذَتَ 

بَوُلقُْلا َّنإ  .بِوُلقُْلِل  ءٌلاَجَ  ثَیدِحَْلا  َّنإفَ  اوُثَّدحَتَوَ ؛

.دُیدِحَْلا هُؤلاَجَ  فُْیَّسلا ، نُیرِیَ  امَکَ  نُیرِتََل 

Hold

,sessions of discussions, meet each other, and exchange discourses. Verily

,discourses polish hearts. Just as swords rust and are then polished by iron
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(so also do hearts rust.(2

p: 78

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:52, S. 8, H. 1 - - 1
Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:52, S. 8, H. 3. According to other forms of this - - 2
tradition, the Holy Prophet (s) said, “Just as swords rust, so also do hearts rust, and

.” discourses are the polish of the rust of the hearts
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:Imam Ja`far al-Jadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

ایَْنُّدلا هِعَفَْنمَِل  ثَیدِحَْلا  دَارَأَ  نْمَ 

هِرَخِلآا رَْیخَ  هِِب  دَارَأَ  نْمَوَ  بٌیصَِن ؛ هِرَخِلآا  یِف  هَُل  نْکُیَ  مَْل 

.هِرَخِلآاوَ ایَْنُّدلا  رَْیخَ  اللهُا  هُاطَعْأَ 

He who

learns the science of reporting any traditions for the sake of gaining a

worldly benefit will have no share (of benefit) in the Hereafter, but he who

learns it for the sake of gaining the benefits of the Next World will be

(granted by Allah the benefits of this world and the Next World.(1

ایَْنُّدلا هِعَفَْنمَِل  ثَیدِحَْلا  دَارَأَ  نْمَ 

هِرَخِلآا رَْیخَ  هِِب  دَارَأَ  نْمَوَ  بٌیصَِن ؛ هِرَخِلآا  یِف  هَُل  نْکُیَ  مَْل 

.هِرَخِلآاوَ ایَْنُّدلا  رَْیخَ  اللهُا  هُاطَعْأَ 

He who

learns the science of reporting any traditions for the sake of gaining a

worldly benefit will have no share (of benefit) in the Hereafter, but he who

learns it for the sake of gaining the benefits of the Next World will be

(granted by Allah the benefits of this world and the Next World.(2

:Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) is also reported as saying

اًثیدِحَ نَیعَِبرْأَ  انَِثیدِاحَأَ  نِْم  ظَفِحَ  نْمَ 

.اًهیقِفَ اًمِلاعَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  اللهُا  هُثَعََب 
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He who retains forty of

our traditions, Almighty Allah, on the Day of Resurrection, will include him

(with the well-versed scholars.(3

:Muhammad ibn Muslim has reported the following

I asked Imam al-Jadiq (‘a), “When I hear a tradition from you, is it acceptable to add
?” or delete part of the statement when I convey it to others

:The Imam (‘a) answered

.سَأَْب لاَفَ  هُیَِناعَمَ  دُیرُِت  تَْنکُ  نْإ 

If your

(intention is to explain its meaning, it is then agreed.(4

This policy is the only reason for the continuity of the Ahl al-Bayt’s cultural momentum

and the endurance of their scientific and cultural centers in spite of the difficult
circumstances they had to encounter. In addition, one of the most prominent features

and evident characteristics of the

p: 79

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:52, S. 8, H. 4 - 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:52, S. 8, H. 4 - 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:52, S. 8, H. 5 - - 3
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:52, S. 8, H. 9 - - 4
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scientific policy of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School is free education with which this school,
.along with all its branches, has withstood all pressures and difficulties

At the same time as the ruling authorities strongly supported the official schools of the
other Muslim sects by means of massive donations, they exercised pressure and
official persecution against the schools of the Ahl al-Bayt’s followers in addition to
depriving them of any support, donations or aid. Nevertheless, the Ahl al-Bayt’s
schools endured in such an increasing manner that they occasionally excelled all the
other officially supported schools that would have collapsed and vanished if

.governmental aid had stopped

Among the major reasons for such endurance and continuity was the method of free
education, the propagation of seeking knowledge and the adoption of seeking

.nearness to Almighty Allah through learning

In fact, this is still the general feature of these schools and their prevailing
methodology with regard to dealing with all educational activities appertaining to the
individuals of the virtuous community at all levels, including teaching, propagation,

.communication of religious laws, writing books, or any other level of education

p: 80
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Variety in Educational Methodology

Third Line: Variety in Methods of Educating and Teaching

In addition to the current styles for preaching sermons, reporting traditions and
composing poetry that were widely known in the earliest era of Islam, the Holy
Imams (‘a) took much interest in other styles that were new methods for general
education because they were unfamiliar practices and behaviors. These styles
included supplicatory prayers (du`a’), bequests (wasiyyah), epistles (risalah),
statements (bayan), formulas of visitation (ziyarah), sessions (majlis), general
gatherings (ijtima`) including congregational commemoration of Imam al-Husayn’s

(. martyrdom (al-majalis al-husayniyyah

'( Supplicatory Prayer (Du`a

In the educational system of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), supplications (or supplicatory
prayers) have transformed into a perfect school that teaches doctrines, ethics,
Islamic and social concepts, human relationships and high moral standards as well as

.self-purification, high discipline, and expression of relationships with Almighty Allah

Through his famous supplications (du`a’) and whispered prayers (munajat), Imam

`Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) founded this style for which he is famed. The most famous

of his supplications is one reported by Kumayl ibn Ziyad al-Nakha`i and known as
.Du`a’ Kumayl

One of the distinctive and famous formulas of supplication of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is
’. Imam al-Husayn’s ‘Supplication on the Day of `Arafah

Taking advantage of this style, yet more expansively, Imam

p: 81
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Ali ibn al-Husayn Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) produced an extensive collection of`
supplications, the role and impact of which has been considerable on the educational
course of the Shi`ah. It was the most successful style of treating the educational and
moral degradation that struck Muslim society on the one hand and overcoming the
difficult political circumstances that Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) had to encounter after
the martyrdom of his father and the proscription that the Umayyad ruling authorities

(imposed on him, on the other hand.(1

(Bequest (Wasiyyah

The style of using bequests was started by the Holy Prophet (s) who addressed Imam

`Ali (‘a) with a number of political, educative, and edifying instructions. Continuing this
style, Imam `Ali (‘a) instructed his son Hasan (‘a), as well as his other sons, through a
number of bequests. After that, this style became another idiosyncratic course
adopted by the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), who left such a valuable asset of
bequests—touching on various educational features—that they can be compiled in a

(voluminous book.(2

p: 82

The al-Jahifah al-Sajjadiyyah (also called Psalms of Islam) by Imam Zayn al- - - 1
.`Abidin (‘a) is one of the clearest examples in this respect

Examples on such precepts are: The Holy Prophet’s precept to Imam `Ali (‘a) - - 2
(Tuhaf al-`Uqul by Ibn Shu`bah al-Harrani), Imam `Ali’s precept to Imam al-Hasan
(‘a) (Nahj al-Balaghah), Imam al-Baqir’s precept to Jabir al-Ju`fi (Tuhaf al-`Uqul),
Imam al-Jadiq’s precept to Muhammad ibn al-Nu`man (Tuhaf al-`Uqul), and Imam

(. al-Kazim’s precept to Husham ibn al-Hakam (Tuhaf al-`Uqul
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(Epistle (Risalah

The style of epistles can be seen in the instructive and educational letters and
statements of Imam `Ali (‘a) in the Nahj al-Balaghah. The same style is visible in the
epistles that the Holy Imams (‘a) used to send to their partisans and followers, such as
the epistles of Imam al-Baqir (‘a), Imam al-Jadiq (‘a), and Imam al-Kazim (‘a), that

(contained many precise and varied details of educational guidelines.(1

More Styles

In coming books of this series, we will discuss in detail other styles, such as Ziyarah
(Ritual Systems); the Husayni Assemblies (Educational Foundations); and general

(. gatherings (System of Social Relations

In these books, we will have a look at the great, organized work of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
and the variety of educational styles they engendered, some of which have become

.substantial establishments and distinctive ventures

p: 83

Examples on such epistles are: Imam al-Jadiq’s Epistle to his followers (al-Kafi - - 1
8:397), Imam al-Baqir’s Epistle to the entirety of the Shi`ah and his companions (al-
Kafi 8:230), Imam al-Hadi’s Epistle of refutations of the Fatalists and Indeterminists

(Tuhaf al-`Uqul 341), and Imam `Ali’s Instructive Epistle to his companions (400
(. instructions compiled in Tuhaf al-`Uqul 66-83
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Variety in Topics of Education

Fourth Line: Miscellaneous Education and Scientific Specialization

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took much interest in the variety of educational
and scientific specializations because they believed that their followers must master

.such variety and specialization in various human and natural domains

Not satisfied with the multiplicity and variety in educational information, the Holy
Imams (‘a) urged their followers to adopt specialization in fields of knowledge in order
to be able to reach high levels in various educational issues. Since the beginning, the
Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) realized the significance of enlarging the fields of
human and natural sciences. They also foresaw the expansion in the horizons of
knowledge as well as intellectual conflicts and doctrinal deviations that the Islamic

world would face, such as tendencies of infidelity, atheism, exaggeration, fanaticism,
opinionism, personal views, and adjacency with the Greek, Indian, Persian, and

.Byzantine civilizations

As a result of such efforts, specialization in various branches of science was practiced
not only in later ages of Islamic history when educational affairs and branches
ramified and expanded, but also in past ages, particularly in the beginning of the
second century of Hijrah, and under the special direction of the Holy Imams (‘a). For
instance, Husham ibn al-Hakam was specialized in theology, Zurarah ibn A`yun and
Muhammad ibn Muslim in issuance of religious verdicts, Aban ibn Taghlib in the
sciences of the Holy Qur’an, and Sulaym ibn Qays, Lut ibn Yahya, and Aban al-Ahmar

.al-Bujali in history

p: 84
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In natural sciences, Jabir ibn Hayyan, who received his knowledge directly from Imam

Ja`far al-Jadiq (‘a), not only specialized in chemistry but also established the
foundations of this science. In addition, al-Mufazzal ibn `Umar and many other

(prominent companions of the Holy Imams (‘a) were specialists.(1

Such comprehensiveness and specialization represented a policy in the educational
building of the virtuous community aimed at meeting the requirements, filling the
gaps and meeting the needs of this community on the one hand, and granting them
their independence in construction, movement, and self-dependence on the other.
This enabled the virtuous community to take its normal position in the Muslim nation
in the capacity of its being a pioneering group that undertook its mission of

.safeguarding, reinforcing, and protecting Islam

Naturally, such specialization does not mean turning away from the other fields of
knowledge. In fact, the companions and followers of the Holy Imams (‘a) dealt with
the other sciences by means of research and learning side by side with their
specialization, concentrating on a certain branch of science so that the educational

.movement would be comprehensive and characterized by profundity and power

p: 85

Refer to Sayyid Hasan al-Jadr, Ta'sis al-Shi`ah li-`Ulum al-Islam (The Shi`ah; the - - 1
(. Founders of the Sciences of Islam
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Second Project Cultural And Scientific Establishments

After identifying the sources of Islamic culture and organizing the general courses to
be taught, the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) devoted their attention to building
educational and scientific establishments.(1) They also encouraged others to activate
establishments, such as mosques, which were the first educational and worshipping
establishments known in Muslim societies. They also founded other educational
establishments unfamiliar to Muslims, where special sessions were held by the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) and through the efforts of the virtuous community for the purpose of
propagating and teaching their traditions. With the passage of time, these
establishments became one expansive educational establishment that included the
congregational commemoration of Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom (currently known

(. as al-Majalis al-Husayniyyah

Interest grew in these educational establishments for two reasons that are related to
:the cultural aspect

The First Reason was to instill these educational approaches into the mainstream to
.ensure its continuity under all circumstances

The Second Reason was that these unique approaches were not capable of being
maintained by public establishments, no matter how competent they happened to be.

Also, the

p: 86

Each of these establishments can be a topic for a complete, expansive study. - - 1
Nevertheless, we have to refer to the basic features of these establishments for

.brevity
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opportunities offered by these establishments would be limited to the followers of the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). For these two reasons, the Holy Imams (‘a) took a considerable

.interest in creating special establishments

In the following sections, we shall refer to certain establishments that had a great
(. impact on the educational aspect of the lives of the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

p: 87
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(Shī`ite Seminaries (Ḥawzah `Ilmiyyah

Point

Since their first day, Muslims were forming debate groups in the form of assemblies

(halqah) to confer the various branches of their sciences. Such sessions progressed
into famous schools in the history of Islam, such as the School of Kufah, Madinah,
Basrah, Mecca, Cairo, Andalusia and many others. In the tradition of the Ahl al-Bayt’s

(. followers, such schools are called hawzah (seminaries

Moving with this stream, which was familiar to Muslims, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
established these schools to not only teach the general knowledge of Islam but also
activate schools of other fields of knowledge and Islamic sciences in all the cities of
the Muslim world. This role became more evident during the age of Imam al-Baqir
and Imam al-Jadiq—peace be upon them. They played a distinctive role in educating
and disseminating knowledge among the entire Muslim community. As has been
previously cited, the major Muslim scholars and scientists studied under the Holy

(Imams (‘a).(1

Likewise, the Holy Imams (‘a) played a major role in the establishment of schools,
especially for their followers and partisans (Shi`ah), within a special course which
they drew up to build the virtuous community. This interest originated from their
belief in the vital role the educational establishment could play in founding the pillars

.of education

p: 88

This discussion will be further discussed in the topic of the intellectual referential - - 1
authority within my encyclopedia entitled ‘The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Muslim

’. Life
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Schools of Kufah and Qum

The School of Kufah was one of the private schools in the history of the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a). Shi`ism found its way to Iraq at the beginning of the Islamic conquest of Iran
along with the earliest prominent companions of the Holy Prophet (s), such as
Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman and Salman al-Farsi. They participated in this conquest and
were the first to hold the highest governmental offices of the Islamic caliphate in the
.city of Mada'in, along with `Ammar ibn Yasir, `Abdullah ibn Mas`ud, and many others

The School of Qum, a branch of the School of Kufah before it became an independent
school specializing in the sciences of the Shi`ah, was then established in this small

town by sincere followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) to avoid being harassed by the ruling
.authorities

Other schools in the Muslim east followed the Schools of Kufah and Qum, such as the
(, schools in Ray (southern Tehran), Khurasan (northern Iran), Isfahan (central Iran

(. Afghanistan, and Jabal `Amil (southern Lebanon

After that, the School of Kufah, from which four thousand scholars graduated, each of
whom used to say, “Ja`far ibn Muhammad al-Jadiq (‘a) taught me…”, developed to
extend to Baghdad. That was during the ages of Imam al-Hasan al-`Askari (‘a) and

.the ‘Four Envoys’ in the Age of the Minor Occultation

It distinctively expanded during the periods of Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Sharif al-Murtaza,
and Shaykh al-Tusi in whose age this school moved to the cities of Najaf, Hillah, and
Karbala' respectively. Finally, it settled in the holy city of Najaf in the last couple of

.centuries

Passing through different stages, the School of Qum kept on swinging between
expansion and contraction until it

p: 89
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became the second most important school in the Shi`ite world in modern history after
(the School of Najaf.(1

Graduation of Well-Versed Jurisprudents

The Holy Imams (‘a) took much interest in establishing religious seminaries. To
achieve this goal, they encouraged their followers to embark upon teaching, issuing
verdicts, and holding meetings and assemblies dedicated to such subjects. A firm,
influential methodology was set up for running such schools in order to put into action
a set of scientific, educational, and spiritual objectives and contribute to the
achievement of other social, political, and organizational goals, the details of which

.will be discussed in the following books of this series

However, the principal goal was to maintain the momentum of ijtihad. In addition to
the graduation of proselytizers from all countries where the followers of the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) existed, the most important objective of the scholastic courses in these
schools was to graduate well-versed scholars and researchers in fields like Muslim
jurisprudence, Usul, preliminary sciences to these two fields and other Islamic

sciences. Actually, this curriculum remained consistent for ages until the latest
.developments of the modern age made it necessary to add some new courses to it

As a result, we can see that such schools (hawzah) are abounding with large numbers

of well-versed jurisprudents (mujtahid) in every age and among every generation and
social class. It is also noticeable that these schools differ

p: 90

The history of these schools involves many details. I expect to have the - - 1
opportunity to discuss these details in my book on the virtuous referential authority,
which deals with the applied aspect and the history of the virtuous community after

.the Occultation
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from one another competitively in the quality and quantity of their graduates and in
the profundity of the jurisprudential, fundamental, and Islamic studies that they

.teach

However, such increasing interest in the achievement of this goal resulted in negative
consequences that affected the nature of the scientific outcome of these schools and
their capability of achieving other goals. It is thus noticed that there are gaps, both
wide and limited, in the yield of other Islamic fields of knowledge, such as exegesis of
the Holy Qur’an, Islamic doctrine, philosophy, ethics, Hadith, history, and literature.
This is so because there was always urgent need for ijtihad (i.e. deep specialization) in
the fields of fiqh and Usul, and some other fields of knowledge which did not need

(such specialization.(1

Nevertheless, these schools made speedy progress in opening the door to Ijtihad and
maintaining the graduation of well-versed scholars in the various fields of Islamic

.sciences even in the harshest circumstances through which the Islamic world passed

They could also stand steadfast in the face of attempts at distortion which were
encountered by other religious schools in the Islamic world, such as al-Azhar in Cairo
and the al-Zaytunah Schools of the Indian subcontinent, plus the schools of Mecca,

.Madinah, Baghdad, and other places

p: 91

During the age of the referential authority of Sayyid Muhsin al-Hakim in the holy - - 1
city of Najaf and Sayyid al-Burujirdi in Qum, several attempts were made to rectify
the progress of the scholastic courses of these schools and fill the gaps found therein.
These attempts developed greatly to reach their climax after the victory of the
.Islamic Revolution in Iran when a large movement of reformation began to bear fruit
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Graduation of Missionaries

Among the other objectives of these schools was to graduate preachers,
missionaries, envoys to other countries and teachers for subsidiary religious

.seminaries

In this respect, these schools had to face a big problem. This was the absence of a
curriculum competent enough in form and content to achieve these objectives
directly and respond to the requirements of the latest developments and the various
stages, especially in the new regions of the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). This was
so because the level of general knowledge of the Muslim nation, as well as the type of
knowledge and the new cultural and educational problems, were different and more

progressive than the previous ones. Besides, the multiplicity, ramifications, and
reciprocity of the branches of knowledge, in addition to the existence of modern

scientific and technical methods, not to mention other channels of development—all

required a new treatment of the curricula at both levels of form and content so as to
spare time for the students, summarize knowledge for them, and supply them with

.useful means in practical fields

In view of this, the idea of specialization in the various fields of knowledge became

.practicable and more effective since it would meet realistic requirements

Surmounting New Problems

In spite of all the problems mentioned, the religious seminaries were able to
surmount them, albeit partially, by means of increasing their personal scientific
competence to enable a student to acquire scientific and technical knowledge through

.personal effort widening the horizons of knowledge

The following features of these schools have helped in the

p: 92
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:achievement of all that has been accomplished in the discipline

Freedom of thought and research ( 1)

Freedom in choosing classes and instructors ( 2)

Freedom in controlling and utilizing time suitably ( 3)

The financial system of these schools which is, to a great extent, controlled by the ( 4)
social and cultural requirements of the virtuous community

The system of social relations that drives students to respond to the cultural ( 5)
requirements of the Muslim nation

Another factor was the moral course of the religious seminaries that arouses religious
responsibility, prompts the highest degrees of piety and asceticism, and induces

.mental and spiritual education

These factors have made the students of these religious seminaries move speedily to
.fill these gaps and stand steadfast against temptation

Maintenance of Islamic Heritage

Among the other objectives of the religious seminaries was the maintenance of
Islamic heritage in general and the heritage and culture of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in
particular. They were to provide Islamic thought, doctrine, history, and other
researches related to Islam with the new, genuine, and pure thought based purely on

.Islamic resources and intended to face the other ideological trends

We notice that these schools and seminaries continued to produce profound research
and wide-ranging cultural investigation to maintain this heritage, such as research in
the biography of reporters of Hadith (`ilm al-rijal) and Islamic encyclopedias of Hadith

.and jurisprudence

p: 93
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These seminaries produced grand scholars and reformers in various scientific fields,
such as Avicenna, Shaykh al-Mufid, Sharif al-Murtaza, Sharif al-Razi, Shaykh al-Tusi,
Shaykh Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli, `Allamah al-Hilli, Shaykh al-Tabrisi,
al-Shahid al-Awwal (First Martyr; Muhammad ibn Makki), al-Shahid al-Thani (Second
Martyr: Zayn al-Din al-`Amili), Ibn Tawus, Shaykh al-Baha'i, Sayyid al-Damad, Mulla
Jadra (Jadr al-Din al-Shirazi), `Allamah al-Majlisi (Muhammad Taqi); Shaykh al-Majlisi
(Muhammad Baqir), al-Fayz al-Kashani, al-Muhaqqiq al-Karaki, al-Wahid al-
Bahbahani, Sayyid Bahr al-`Ulum, Shaykh Kashif al-Ghi(1)a', `Allamah Sharaf al-Din,
Sayyid Muhsin al-Amin, Shaykh al-Balaghi, Sayyid al-Hakim, `Allamah al-
Taba(2)ahhari, Martyr al-Jadr, Sayyid al-Khu'i, and many others who played a major

role not only in the Shi`ite world but also in the Islamic world as a whole. These
scholars have enriched the Islamic scientific schools with new theories as they have
written scientific encyclopedias and research papers on Muslim jurisprudence, the
sciences of the Holy Qur’an, various fields of Islamic knowledge, history, and doctrine.
In addition, they approached with great determination the events through which they
served Islam and its blessed renaissance and boldly faced international colonization,

.atheism, and local tyranny

p: 94

a', Shaykh al-Jawahiri (known as Jahib al-Jawahir), Shaykh al-Ansari, and al-Shirazi - 1
the reformer. In the past century, these seminaries produced master scholars such as
Jamal al-Din al-Afghani, Shaykh al-Akhund al-Khurasani, Shaykh al-Mamuqani,

Shaykh al-Na'ini, al-Muhaqqiq al-`Iraqi, Sayyid al-Burujerdi, `Allamah Kashif al-Ghi
aba'i, Sayyid al-Khumayni, Martyr Mu - 2
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Masjid and Husayniyyah

Since the beginning, the mosque (masjid) has played the role of an educational
institution, not to mention its religious and administrative roles in the Muslim
community. Sermons, lessons, and lectures were delivered in mosques and people
frequented mosques in order to quench their thirst from this spring of Islamic

.education

Following this pattern, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) used mosques to link the
general culture with religious duties on the strength of belief in Almighty Allah and
thus confer sacredness upon them (i.e. cultures). It was one of the religious duties to

:seek knowledge, as expressed by the Hadith that states

هٌضَیرِفَ مِْلعِْلا  بُلَطَ 

.مٍِلسُْم ِّلکُ  یلَعَ 

Seeking of knowledge is obligatory upon every

(Muslim.(1

The followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) patterned this course after the Holy Prophet (s)
and his noble companions lead by Imam ‘Ali ibn Abi-Talib (‘a)—the Master of the
Successors of the Prophets. During his reign as caliph, he changed the mosque into a
perfect Islamic foundation of rule, judicature, jihad, and social attitudes, and made

.education act as one of the basic features of this foundation

The Virtuous Community and Mosque

In the various regions of the Muslim world, the followers

p: 95
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of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) had to encounter the problem of the aggression and
harassment of the tyrannical ruling authorities against them, their culture, thoughts,
and doctrines. Because of this, they could rarely find an opportunity to make use of
mosques as cultural foundations, since mosques were under the management of the
ruling authorities. They therefore had to choose other places away from the watchful
eyes of the tyrants and their agents to study their religion, teach others, and

.exchange viewpoints in the various fields of life and culture

Nevertheless, they never deserted the mosque; rather, they always established firm
relationships with it as they practiced the Islamic rituals in the mosques even under
the most vehement circumstances because they believed that the mosque was not
only a place of study but also a place of worship, supplication, and confidential talk
with Almighty Allah. In addition, mosques were a communication device of the Muslim

.nation

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) worked earnestly toward keeping and
.maintaining this connection between their followers and mosques

Whenever they would find an opportunity, the followers of the Holy Imams (‘a) made

mosques their starting points for cultural work. As has been previously cited, al-Kufah
Mosque was one of the major centers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School throughout the

.Islamic era

Likewise, the mosques of the regions in which the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
could find some freedom and security were used as centers of Islamic education
without seeking alternative locations, such as mosques in Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, and

.other regions

Additionally, the followers of the Holy Imams (‘a) took much interest in building,
reconstructing, and concerning

p: 96
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themselves with mosques—a fact that is witnessed in all Muslim regions that are
(. inhabited by followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

The Virtuous Community and Husayniyyah

In the regions where the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) could not find freedom and
security, they would betake themselves to other places in order to maintain their
culture, doctrines, and history. This was the reason for establishing places that are
currently known as Husayniyyah(1) because the original idea was to find centers in
which they could speak freely and securely, as is derived from many traditions

(. reported from the Holy Imams (‘a

The main subject discussed in such places was Imam al-Husayn (‘a) and the atrocities
he encountered. Later on, this idea developed so largely that the followers of the Ahl

.al-Bayt (‘a) established many such Husayniyyahs as cultural and social centers

Attending to the religious and ritual role of mosques, they would dedicate one part of
such buildings to worship and another part to commemoration of the martyrdom of
Imam al-Husayn. This guaranteed more freedom of work and activity and kept the
mosque away from the religiously discommended or banned matters, taking into
consideration the fact that jurisprudents from the Ahl al-Bayt School (‘a) believed in
keeping mosques free of ceremonial impurity. They also hold it unlawful for the

menstruous and the ceremonially impure to remain in mosques and it is not

p: 97

Such places are ascribed to Imam Husayn (‘a) because the ceremonies of - - 1
commemorating his martyrdom and the lectures about his uprising and its spiritual,

.moral, political, social, and doctrinal features were held therein
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recommended to eat and sleep in mosques or to bring children therein. Of course,
such rulings are not applicable to Husayniyyahs. There are also other specific acts and

.practices discommended in mosques but not in Husayniyyahs

In addition, Husayniyyahs are originally dedicated to holding and practicing certain
social and cultural ceremonies, such as mourning ceremonies, particular events,
general festivals, and establishment of loan offices and public libraries that may help

.those who gather therein

In view of this, Husayniyyahs have changed into special cultural foundations that the
followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have adopted for the sake of proclaiming the Islamic

culture. Likewise, they have become the springboard to the establishment of a wide-
ranging cultural foundation that the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have as a
distinctive feature. This foundation is namely the commemoration of Imam al-
Husayn’s martyrdom (al-sha`a'ir al-husayniyyah). Nevertheless, Husayniyyah is in

.fact an extension of the Islamic foundation of mosques

p: 98
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Commemoration of Imam al-Ḥusayn’s Martyrdom

Commemorating Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom has been one of the significant
fundamentals that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) established in the field of cultural activities. It
has also been one of the distinctive features of their followers and devotees. This
fundamental includes holding ceremonies commemorating Imam al-Husayn (‘a) and
his martyrdom, collective recital of ziyarah (formulas to be said when visiting the

.tombs of the Holy Imams (‘a)), and other ceremonies that will be described

Actually, commemoration of Imam Husayn’s martyrdom is regarded as one of the
significant objectives that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) adopted in building a virtuous
community. It is important because they relied on it in their movement inside the
Muslim nation, and it received inspiration from Imam al-Husayn’s uprising and
venerated and highlighted the various political, cultural, doctrinal, and spiritual

.aspects of its goals

The Holy Imams (‘a) laid the foundation of this commemoration, giving it a purely
religious color and defining its form and contents so that it corresponded with the

.significant role these ceremonies needed to play

As for the form, these ceremonies must be utterly compatible with the circumstances

.of the tragic saga of Karbala' and the circumstances of the Ahl al-Bayt’s followers

As for the contents, they must be compatible with the political, spiritual, cultural, and
.doctrinal aspects of Imam al-Husayn’s (‘a) uprising and martyrdom

Beyond doubt, Imam al-Husayn’s uprising has had a far-reaching impact on
movements of the Muslim nation and
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has resulted in safeguarding Islam and the Muslim nation from a variety of
.distortions

The ceremonies of Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom have played a great role in
consummating the role of Imam al-Husayn’s uprising. This role is mainly consecrated
within the virtuous community, even though it has had some impact on the Muslim

.milieus in general

Because the cultural aspect is one of the basic, most important goals among its
multifaceted goals, we will single out a rather comprehensive discussion on these

.ceremonies and include other aspects in order to round off its benefits

p: 100
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Commemoration of Imam al-Ḥusayn’s Martyrdom and the Virtuous Community

Point

The commemoration of Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom can be organized in the
:following two major sections according to its form and contents

Prescribed Rituals ( 1)

Point

The first section deals with the ceremonies held according to authentic and forthright
instructions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). Their authenticity depends upon their

:performance

A) Grief and Weeping

In addition to all reasonable semblances of grief, sorrow, and complaint about the
offensive carried out against the grandson of the Holy Prophet (s), many traditions
that are reported from the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have referred to the
significance of weeping over Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom. These sorrowful slogans
of protest obviously express the emotional and spiritual reaction to Imam al-Husayn’s
tragedy and introduce the persecution he had to encounter and the brutal crime that

.was committed against him

Many other traditions have asserted that the Holy Imams (‘a) did weep for Imam al-
Husayn (‘a), as a token of protest that was initially instituted and raised by Imam ‘Ali

(. ibn al-Husayn Zayn al-‘Abidin (‘a

In his book of Kamil al-Ziyarat, Ibn Qawlawayh has reported that a servant of Imam

Zayn al-‘Abidin (‘a) saw him while he was prostrating before Allah and weeping. He
asked, “O ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a), has the time of the
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?” termination of your grief not yet come

:The Imam (‘a) raised his head, looked at him, and answered

یَلإ بُوقُْعیَ  اکَشَ  دْقََل  اللهِاوَ  کَلَْیوَ !

!“ فَسُوُی یلَعَ  یفِسَأَ  ایَ  : ” لَاقَ نَیحِ  تُْیأَرَ  امَ  َّلقَأَ  یِف  هِِّبرَ 

لِهْأَ هَعَامَجَوَ  یِبأَ  تُْیأَرَ  یِّنإوَ  .اًدحِاوَ  اًنْبإ  دَقَفَ  هَُّنإوَ 

.یِلوْحَ نَوحَُّبذَُی  یِتْیَب 

Woe to

you! By Allah I swear, (Prophet) Jacob (‘a) complained to his Lord for less

than what I have seen, saying, “O my sorrow for Joseph!” That was because he

had lost one son only. As for me, I saw my father and a group of my household

(lying slain around me!(1

:Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نِْیسَحُْلا یلَعَ  نِْیسَحُْلا  نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  یکََب 

وْأَ نَیرِشْعِ -  نَیعِمَجْأَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  اللهِا  تُاوَلَصَ  ٍّیِلعَ  نِْب 

یلَعَ یکََب  َّلاإ  مٌاعَطَ  هِْیدَیَ  نَْیَب  عَضِوُ  امَوَ  .هًنَسَ  نَیعَِبرْأَ - 

نَْب ایَ  كَادَِف  تُْلعِجُ  : ” هَُل یًلوْمَ  هَُل  لَاقَ  یَّتحَ  نِْیسَحُْلا 

!“ نَیکِِلاهَْلا نَِم  نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  کَْیلَعَ  فُاخَأَ  یِّنإ  اللهِا ! لِوسُرَ 

رْکُذْأَ مَْل  یِّنإ  .اللهِا  یَلإ  یِنزْحُوَ  یِّثَب  وکُشْأَ  امََّنإ  : ” لَاقَ

“ .هُرَْبعَْلا یَِنْتقَنَحَ  َّلاإ  هَمَطِافَ  یِنَب  عَرَصْمَ 

Ali ibn al-Husayn wept for (his‘
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father) Husayn ibn ‘Ali

peace of Allah be upon them all) for twenty or fourty years. Whenever he was)

served with food, he would weep for Husayn (‘a). Once, one of his servants said

(! to him, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you, O son of Allah’s Messenger (s

I fear you will die (by weeping so much).” The Imam answered, “I only

complain of my grief and sorrow to Allah. Whenever I recall the killing of

(Fatimah’s sons, tears gush out.”(2
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This intensive practice of weeping of Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (‘a) cannot be interpreted
as mere emotional reaction to the scenes that he had witnessed in those days of
Muharram, after which he was not able to suppress his feelings and emotions. In
addition to this understanding, this practice must have apprised his followers of a
well-determined plan based on the tragic truth the Imam (‘a) had to personally suffer.
This confirms its profundity and enormity so much so that this tragedy permanently

exists as an issue experienced by the Muslim nation since the time it took place and as
.a basic motive for the virtuous community

After Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (‘a), other Holy Imams (‘a) offered further insight when
they propounded it as a third example of holding in honor the rituals of God.(1) This
was done by declaring an objection to injustice and personally reacting to the issue
and goals of the tragedy of Karbala', and undertaking a course of self-purification and
self-discipline. As a result, weeping over Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom has changed

.into an act of worship practiced by people individually and collectively

The Ahl al-Bayt’s emphasis on the significance of actually weeping and trying to weep
for Imam al-Husayn ('a) and the reward of such acts shows that this act has become

an example of weeping recommended by Almighty Allah, similar to weeping out of
.fear of Him

In this regard, Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) is reported to have asked Fuzayl, “Do you regularly
?” gather and mention us

.” Fuzayl answered, “Yes, we do

p: 103

This is an indication of Almighty Allah’s remark mentioned in the Holy Qur’an, - - 1
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,The Imam (‘a) commented

اوُیحْأَفَ اهَُّبحِأُ ، سَِلاجَمَْلا  کَْلِت  َّنإ 

، لُْیضَُف ایَ  .اَنرَْمأَ  ایَحْأَ  نْمَ  اللهُا  مَحِرَفَ  .لُْیضَُف  ایَ  اَنرَْمأَ 

حِانَجَ لُْثِم  هِِنْیعَ  نِْم  جَرَخَفَ  هُدَْنعِ  اَنرْکِذُ  وْأَ  اَنرَکَذَ  نْمَ 

دَِبزَ نِْم  رَثَکْأَ  تَْناکَ  وَْلوَ  هَُبوُنذُ  هَُل  اللهُا  رَفَغَ  بِاَبُّذلا 

.رِحْبَْلا

I love these assemblies. Bring

to life our affairs (i.e. deeds), O Fuzayl. May Allah have mercy upon him who

revitalizes our deeds! O Fuzayl, if one mentions us or listens to our deeds

and his eyes shed a tear that is as little as a fly’s wing, Allah will

(forgive all his sins even if they were as vast as the foam on the seas.(1

Abu-Harun al-Makfuf (the blind) has reported that he once visited Imam al-Jadiq (‘a)
who asked him to say an elegy about Imam al-Husayn (‘a). Abu-Harun recited the
elegy in an ordinary way, but the Imam (‘a) said, “Do not recite it in this ordinary way;

.” rather, chant it as you do at the graves

So, Abu-Harun started with this verse, “Pass by Husayn’s grave and say to his pure
.” bones

.As he saw Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) weeping, Abu-Harun stopped

The Imam (‘a) commanded him to continue. He went on until the end of the
lamentation. The Imam (‘a) then asked for more, so Abu-Harun chanted another
elegy beginning with, “O Maryam, mourn for your master and weep soulfully for

(.” Husayn (‘a

Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) then wept, his body heaving with sobs, and women also began to
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:wail. When they stopped, the Imam (‘a) said to Abu-Harun

p: 104

Al-Himyari al-Qummi, Qurb al-Isnad, p. 36, H. 117; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al- - - 1
.Anwar 44:282, H. 14 as quoted from the earlier reference book
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هًرَشَعَ یکَْبأَفَ  نِْیسَحُْلا  یِف  دَشَْنأَ  نْمَ 

هُلَفَ اًدحِاوَ  یکَْبأَفَ  نِْیسَحُْلا  یِف  دَشَْنأَ  نْمَ  هَُّنجَْلا … هُلَفَ 

.هَُّنجَْلا هُلَفَ  یکَبَفَ  هُرَکَذَ  نْمَ  .هَُّنجَْلا 

If one recites an elegy about Husayn (‘a) and makes ten persons weep, Paradise

will be his reward. If he makes nine persons weep, Paradise will be the

.reward…If he makes even one person weep, Paradise will still be the reward

If one mentions Husayn (‘a) and weeps, Paradise will also be his

(reward.(1

Logic for Weeping

If we take into consideration the following consequences of weeping, we can
:understand its significance

First: There is a political facet in weeping for Imam al-Husayn (‘a). Weeping is
generally the best human and social method—sound and gentle—to condemn

wrongdoing and express the profundity of this tragedy and the transgressions to
which Imam al-Husayn (‘a) and his noble goals were exposed. The political
significance of this method manifests under circumstances of ordeal, repression of

.freedom and terrorism, when all other aspects fail to convey the truth

In various stages of history, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have been
experiencing difficult and brutal conditions; therefore, the method of weeping has

.been the most appropriate in expressing and abiding by their political posture

We can now clearly understand Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin’s inclination to this method

considering his psychological state due to his presence in Karbala' during that
.tragedy
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p: 105

.Allamal al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 44:287, H. 25 as quoted from Kamil al-Ziyarat - - 1
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This issue highlights a significant truth about the Ahl al-Bayt’s strategy about political
issues: a faithful individual is required to demonstrate his political belief through this
practice—under all circumstances—despite the fact that it represents the least
degree of faith. Hence, it is imperative for a believer to be duly conscious of political
ideology and belief. Many reports that deal with the duty of enjoining the right and
forbidding the wrong confirm this. Such reports focus on condemning that which is
wrong, even if only in one’s heart when higher levels of condemnation are impossible

(. (such being described as the lowest level of faith

Second: At the same time, weeping represents, at minimum, a moral and subjective
reaction to the tragedy of Karbala', an arousal of Muslims’ emotions towards the
event and its goals, and detachment from the enemies, their acts and wicked

.purposes

This moral aspect of weeping became one of the natural means through which the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) maintained the morality of unification. The virtuous community stood by
the right party, faced wrongdoers despite pressures at various levels, including the
external pressures of despotic rulers and the internal pressures of personal desires

.and lust

Third: Because weeping has some bearing on tenderheartedness, wakefulness of the
conscience, and awareness of the sentiments, it promotes a course of self-
purification from sins and raises sensitivity towards the pains of humanity, deviations

.of the community and issues of persecution and justice

The issues of hardheartedness, tenderheartedness, and reverence are the most

important factors that create an impact on the personal progress of humanity.
Relying on

p: 106
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this fact, the Holy Qur’an treated and criticized hardheartedness and praised
:tenderheartedness and reverence on many occasions, some of which are as follows

هًوَسْقَ ُّدشَأَ  وْأَ  هِرَاجَحِْلاکَ  یَهِفَ  کَِلذَ  دِْعَب  نِْم  مْکُُبوُلُق  تْسَقَ  َّمُث 

Thenceforth were your hearts hardened: they became

(like a rock and even worse in hardness. (2:74

دُمَأَْلا مُهِْیلَعَ  لَاطَفَ  لُْبقَ  نِْم  بَاتـَکِْلا  اوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلاکـَ  اوُنوکُیَ  اَـلوَ  ِّقحَْلا  نَِم  لَزََن  امـَوَ  هَِّللا  رِکْذِِـل  مْهُُبوُلُق  عَشَخْتَ  نْأَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلِل  نِأْیـَ  مَْلأَ 
نَوقُسِافَ مْهُْنِم  رٌیِثکَوَ  مْهُُبوُلُق  تْسَقَفَ 

Has

not the time arrived for the Believers that their hearts in all humility

should engage in the remembrance of Allah and the Truth revealed to them, and

that they should not become like those to whom was given Revelation

aforetime, but long ages passed over them and their hearts grew hard? For

(many among them are rebellious transgressors. (57:16

اهَُلافَْقأَ بٍوُلُق  یلَعَ  مْأَ  نَآرْقُْلا  نَورَُّبدَتَیَ  الَفَأَ 

Do

they not then earnestly seek to understand the Qur’an, or are there locks

(upon (their) hearts? (47:24

نَوُنِمؤُْی امَ  الًیِلقَفَ  مْهِرِْفکُِب  هَُّللا  مُهُنَعََل  لَْب  فٌْلغُ  انَُبوُلُق  اوُلاقَوَ 

They

i.e. the Jews) say, ‘Our hearts are the wrappings.’ Nay, Allah's curse is on)

(them for their blasphemy. Little is it they believe. (2:88
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نٍیِبُم لٍالَضَ  یِف  کَِئَلوأُ  هَِّللا  رِکْذِ  نِْم  مْهُُبوُلُق  هِیَسِاقَْلِل  لٌْیوَفَ  هِِّبرَ  نِْم  رٍوُن  یلَعَ  وَهُفَ  مِالَسْإِْلِل  هُرَدْصَ  هَُّللا  حَرَشَ  نْمَفَأَ 

Woe to

!those whose hearts are hardened and cannot celebrate the praises of Allah

(They are manifestly wandering in error. (39:22

p: 107
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کَِلذَ هَِّللا  رِکْذِ  یَلإِ  مْهُُبوُلُقوَ  مْهُدُوُلجُ  نُیِلتَ  َّمُث  مْهَُّبرَ  نَوْشَخْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  دُوُلجُ  هُْنِم  ُّرعِشـَْقتَ  یَِناثَمَ  اهًِباشَتَُم  اًـباتَکِ  ثِیدِحـَْلا  نَسَحْأَ  لََّزَن  هَُّللا 
دٍاهَ نِْم  هَُل  امَفَ  هَُّللا  لِِلضُْی  نْمَوَ  ءُاشَیَ  نْمَ  هِِب  يدِهْیَ  هَِّللا  يدَهُ 

Allah has revealed from time to time the most

beautiful Message in the form of a Book, consistent with itself, yet

repeating its teaching in various aspects. The skins of those who fear their

Lord tremble thereat; then their skins and their hearts do submit to the

celebration of Allah's praises. Such is the guidance of Allah: He guides

therewith whom He pleases, but those whom Allah leaves to stray can have none

(to guide. (39:23

The state of hearts and setting a seal on them, mentioned in the Holy Qur’an, is the
state of hardheartedness. The opposite state is that of purity, reverence, fear,

.tenderness, leading to tranquility

Based on this fact, the Holy Legislator has encouraged weeping for fear of Him. Thus,
an eye that weeps for fear of Allah is, according to sacred texts, in line with the eyes
abstaining from violating His prohibitions and staying awake to guard in His way.(1) In
addition to its political and moral aspects, weeping enjoys a spiritual and sentimental

.aspect

No doubt, weeping is the finest way of cleansing the filth from the hearts and
preparing them to respond to improvement. This is linked to justice and injustice. The
motives of weeping that stir up such emotional and sentimental feelings have an
impact on man’s outlook on life and reaction to various socio-politico-economic

issues. When feelings towards wrong and oppression are aroused

p: 108

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 93:329 - - ` 1
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in a person and when he reacts to such feelings, he will undoubtedly think about the
causes of injustice and the standards of justice and resort to methods of commitment

.to it. Usually, discussions of such ideas surface after stimulation of such feelings

B) Significance of Ziyarah

Originally, Ziyarah of Imam al-Husayn (‘a) indicated presence near his tomb. Later, it
took on a broader aspect appertaining to paying tribute to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) since it
required visitation of Imam al-Husayn (‘a) on various occasions from near and far.
After that, visitations to Imam al-Husayn’s tomb paved the way for visiting the

.shrines of the other Holy Imams (‘a), their descendants and followers

According to certain reports, the first to have visited Imam al-Husayn’s grave was
Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (‘a), forty days after his martyrdom (ceremonially called al-

(arba`in), on his return from Sham (currently Syria) to Madinah.(1

Subsequently, the other Holy Imams (‘a) recommended visiting Imam al-Husayn’s
tomb. According to traditions, some of which will be cited hereinafter, visiting Imam

al-Husayn’s tomb is a duty required by every Shi`ite individual who believes in Imam

.al-Husayn’s Imamate

Authentic traditions, reported from the Holy Imams (‘a), have mentioned the great
rewards ensuing from this blessed act of devotion as well as its preference to the

(. recommended (i.e. not obligatory) pilgrimage to Mecca (‘umrah

p: 109

Some reports indicate that the first to have visited Imam Husayn (‘a) on the forty- - - 1
day occasion was Jabir ibn `Abdullah al-Ansari, a grand and revered companion of

.the Holy Prophet (s). See al-Muqarram, Maqtal al-Husayn, p. 360
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Shaykh al-Tusi in his book of Misbah al-Za'ir has recorded a form of the ziyarah that is
different from the famous one that is recited on the day of ‘Ashura'. Through a valid
chain of authority, he has also reported this formula of ziyarah from ‘Abdullah ibn

:Sinan, the author of al-Mazar al-Kabir, as follows

On the tenth of Muharram (‘Ashura') of one year, I visited my master Abu-‘Abdullah
Ja‘far ibn Muhammad (al-Jadiq) (‘a) and found him gloomy, apparently aggrieved,
with tears flowing from his eyes like pearls. I asked, “O Son of Allah’s Messenger (s)!

!” What is making you weep? May Allah never cause your eyes to weep

The Imam (‘a) answered, “Are you inattentive? Do you not know that Husayn ibn ‘Ali
?” (‘a) was martyred on this day

?” I then asked, “O master, what do you say about fasting on this day

:The Imam (‘a) answered

هُرْطِْفأَوَ تٍیِیْبتَ ، رِْیغَ  نِْم  هُمْصُ 

كَرُاطَْفإ نْکُیَْلوَ  لاًمْکُ ، مٍوْصَ  مَوْیَ  هُْلعَجْتَ  لاَوَ  تٍیمِشْتَ ، رِْیغَ  نِْم 

لِْثِم یِف  هَُّنإفَ  ءٍامَ ، نِْم  هٍَبرْشَ  یلَعَ  هٍعَاسَِب  رِصْعَْلا  هِلاَصَ  دَْعَب 

لِوسُرَ لِآ  نْعَ  ءُاجَْیهَْلا  تَِّلجَتَ  مِوْیَْلا  کَِلذَ  نِْم  تِْقوَْلا  کَِلذَ 

نَوُثلاََث مْهُْنِم  ضِرْلأَا  یِفوَ  مْهُْنعَ  هُمَحَْلمَْلا  تِفَشَکَْناوَ  اللهِا 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  یلَعَ  ُّزعَیَ  مْهِیِلاوَمَ ، یِف  اًعیرِصَ 

تُاوَلَصَ نَاکََل  اًّیحَ  ذٍِئمَوْیَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  نَاکَ  وَْلوَ  .مْهُعُرَصْمَ 

… مْهِِب يَّزعَمُْلا  وَهُ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهِا 

نَْب اللهِا  دَْبعَ  ایَ 

یَلإ دَمَْعتَ  نْأَ  مِوْیَْلا  اذَهَ  یِف  هِِب  یِتأْتَ  امَ  لَضَْفأَ  َّنإ  نٍانَسِ !

فُشِکْتَوَ كَرَارَزْأَ  لُِّلحَُت  بَُّلسَتَتَوَ … اهَسُبَْلتَفَ  هٍرَهِاطَ  بٍایَِث 
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ضٍرْأَ یَلإ  جُرُخْتَ  َّمُث  بِِئاصَمَْلا ، بِاحَصْأَ  هِئَْیهَکَ  کَْیعَارَذِ  نْعَ 

کََل لٍزِْنمَ  یَلإ  دُمِْعتَ  وْأَ  دٌحَأَ  هِِب  كَارَیَ  نٍاکَمَ لاَ  وْأَ  هٍرَفَْقُم 

عََبرْأَ یِّلصَُتفَ  رَاهََّنلا  عُفِتَرْیَ  نَیحِ  ذُْنُم  هٍوَْلخِ  یِف  وْأَ  لٍاخَ ،

ِّلکُ نَْیَب  مُِّلسَُتوَ  اهَعَوشُخُوَ ، اهَدَوجُسُوَ  اهَعَوکُرُ  نُسِحُْت  تٍاعَکَرَ 

{ نَورُِفاکَْلا اهَُّیأَ  ایَ  لُْق  دِمْحَْلا وَ{ هَرَوسُ  یَلولأُا  یِف  أُرَْقتَ  .نِْیتَعَکْرَ 

نِْیتَعَکْرَ یِّلصَُت  َّمُث  دٌحَأَ } اللهُا  وَهُ  لُْق  دَمْحَْلا وَ{ هِیَِناَّثلا  یِفوَ 

هِیَِناَّثلا یِفوَ  بِازَحْلأَا  هَرَوسُوَ  دَمْحَْلا  یَلولأُا  یِف  أُرَْقتَ  نِْییَرَخْأُ 

.نِآرْقُْلا نَِم  رََّسیَتَ  امَ  وْأَ  نَوقُِفانَمُْلا } كَءَاجَ  اذَإ  دَمْحَْلا وَ{

وَحَْن کَهَجْوَ  لُِّوحَُتوَ  مُِّلسَُت  َّمُث 

هُعَرَصْمَ کَسِْفنَِل  لُِّثمَُتفَ  .هِعِجَضْمَوَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  نِْیسَحُْلا  رِْبقَ 

هِْیلَعَ یِّلصَُتوَ  مُِّلسَُتوَ  .هِِلهْأَوَ  هِدِْلوُ  نِْم  هُعَمَ  نَاکَ  نْمَوَ 

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  عِفَرْیَ  مْهِِلاعَْفأَ ، نِْم  أُرَْبتَوَ  هِیِلِتاقَ  نُعَْلتَوَ 

.تِائَِّیَّسلا نَِم  کَْنعَ  َّطحِیَوَ  تِاجَرََّدلا  نَِم  هَِّنجَْلا  یِف  کَِلذَِب  کََل 

ءًاضَفَ وْأَ  ءَارَحْصَ  نَاکَ  نْإ  هِیِف  تَْنأَ  يذَِّلا  عِضِوْمَْلا  نَِم  یعَسْتَ  َّمُث 

هِْیَلإ اَّنإوَ  اَّنإ اللهِ  کَِلذَ : یِف  لُوقُتَ  تٍاوَطَخَ ، نَاکَ  ءٍیْشَ  َّيأَ  وْأَ 

کَْیلَعَ نْکُیَْلوَ  .هِرِْملأَ  اًمیِلسْتَوَ  اللهِا  ءِاضَقَِب  یًضرِ  نَوعُجِارَ ؛

عِاجَرِْتسْلااوَ هَُناحَْبسُ  اللهِا  رِکْذِ  نِْم  رِْثکْأَوَ  .نُزْحُْلاوَ  هَُبآکَْلا  کَِلذَ  یِف 

.مِوْیَْلا کَِلذَ  یِف 

نِْم تَغْرَفَ  اذَإفَ 

َّمُث هِیِف  تَْیَّلصَ  يذَِّلا  کَعِضِوْمَ  یِف  فْقِفَ  اذَهَ ، کَِلْعِفوَ  کَِیْعسَ 
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اوُبرَاحَوَ کََلوسُرَ  اوُّقاشَ  نَیذَِّلا  هَرَجَفَْلا  بِِّذعَ  َّمهَُّللاَ  لُْق :

هَدَاقَلا نِعَْلاوَ  کَمَرِاحَمَ ، اوُّلحَتَسْاوَ  كَرَْیغَ  اودُبَعَوَ  كَءَایَِلوْأَ 

مْهِِلْعفِِب یَضِرَ  وْأَ  مْهُعَمَ  عَضَوْأَوَ  َّبخَفَ  مْهُْنِم  نَاکَ  نْمَوَ  عَابَْتلأَاوَ 

کَِتاوَلَصَ لْعَجْاوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  لِآ  جَرَفَ  لِّْجعَوَ  َّمهَُّللاَ  .اًریِثکَ  اًنْعَل 

نَیِّلضِمُْلا نَیقِِفانَمُْلا  يدِْیأَ  نِْم  مْهُذْقِْنتَسْاوَ  مْهِْیلَعَوَ  هِْیلَعَ 

مْهَُل حِْتأَوَ  اًریسِیَ  اًحْتفَ  مْهَُل  حْتَْفاوَ  نَیدِحِاجَْلا  هِرَفَکَْلاوَ 

مْهِِّودُعَوَ كَِّودُعَ  یلَعَ  کَْندَُل  نِْم  مْهَُل  لْعَجْاوَ  اًبیرِقَ  اًجرَفَوَ  اًحوْرَ 

لُْقوَ ءِاعَُّدلا  اذهَِب  تُْنْقاوَ  کَْیدَیَ  عْفَرْا  َّمُث  .اًریصَِن  اًناطَْلسُ 

… دٍَّمحَُم لِآ  ءِادَعْأَ  یَلإ  یِمؤُت  تَْنأَوَ 

You may

abstain from eating and drinking on that day but without a predetermined

intention of ritual fasting and you may break your abstinence from eating and

,drinking but without prearrangement. Do not fast for the whole day; rather

you must break your fast an hour after the

Afternoon (‘Asr) Prayer

with a drink of water. At this very time of that day, the combat with the

family members of Allah’s Messenger (s) terminated and the massacre ended

while thirty of their supporters were thrown on the ground. Their slaying is

very hard for Allah’s Messenger (s). Had he been alive then, he would

.have been the one consoled for their death
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O

Abdullah ibn Sinan, the best act you may do on this day is to dress yourself`

in clean clothes, undo the buttons, and uncover your arms, just like those

stricken by a disaster. At midday, you may take leave to a wasteland or a

place where nobody can see you, go to an empty house you own, or keep

yourself secluded. You may offer a four-unit (rak`ah) prayer with

genuflection (ruku`) and prostration (sujud). After each two

units, you say the taslim (the concluding statement of prayers). In

the first unit, you recite Surah al-Hamd (al-Fatihah, No. 1) and Surah

,al-Kafirun (No. 109) and in the second Surah al-Hamd and Surah al-Tawhid (al-Ikhlas

No. 112). You then offer another two-unit prayer, reciting in the first unit

Surah al-Hamd and Surah al-Ahzab (No. 33) and in the second Surah al-Hamd and

Surah al-Munafiqun (No, 63) or any other part of the Holy Qur’an as much as is

.easy

You

then say the taslim and turn your face towards Husayn’s tomb and place

of rest. You then call to mind the way he, his sons and family members were

slain. You salute him, invoke Allah’s blessings upon him and Allah’s curse upon those
who slew him, and distance yourself from their crimes. By

doing so, Almighty Allah will raise your rank in Paradise and absolve you
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.from your evildoings

You

then take some steps in the place where you are, be it desert, an empty

:space, or any other area, repeating the following words

We“

are Allah’s and unto Him shall we return. We are pleased with His decree and we

.” submit to His decisions

Depression

and sadness should be manifest on your mien. You should also mention Almighty

.Allah as much as you can and repeat the previous statement

When

you finish walking while doing the previous acts, you should stop in the same

:place where you offered the prayers and say the following statements

O Allah, torture the“

wicked ones who contended with Your Messenger (s), fought against Your

Representatives (‘a), worshipped other deities than You, and violated Your

prohibitions. Curse the leaders and the followers as well as those who loved

them, those who participated with them, and those who approved of their

crimes with much cursing. O Allah, hasten the Deliverance of Muhammad’s

Family (‘a). Shower on them Your blessings and save them from the grasp of
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the misleading hypocrites and the contemptuous unbelievers. Grant them (‘a)
manifest

victory. Confer upon them soothing mercy and approaching relief, and furnish them

.” with an overcoming authority from You over Your enemy and theirs

You

…then raise your hands, pointing to their (‘a) enemies, and say the following

(etc.(1

p: 110

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 101:303-307 as quoted from Shaykh al-Tusi’s - - ` 1
.Misbah al-Za'ir
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Blank
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Investigation of the political, ethical, social, and spiritual denotations of this sublime

ziyarah requires a lengthy discourse, especially when we take into consideration the
historical aspect and the reactions of the despotic ruling authorities to it during the
various stages of history. However, let us now refer to a number of basic aspects

(briefly. (s

The Various Aspects of Ziyarah

First Aspect: This ziyarah represents the same set of principles represented by the
rituals of Hajj according to

p: 113
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the Islamic ruling, yet in a special framework and a restricted goal, which is to refine
the virtuous community and the genuine line of the Ahl al-Bayt’s followers in

.accordance with the purposes behind Imam al-Husayn’s uprising

Such refinement can be achieved through loyalty to this Islamic standard, namely

Imam al-Husayn (‘a), and by responding to his call in the capacity of a caller to
:Almighty Allah. This response has been introduced in the following formula

یَعِادَ کَْیَّبَل 

یِناسَِلوَ کَِتَثاغَِتسْإ  دَْنعِ  یِندََب  کَْبجُِی  مَْل  نَاکَ  نْإ  اللهِا !

.يرِصََبوَ یعِمْسَوَ  یِبْلقَ  کََباجَأَ  دْقَفَ  كَرِاصَْنِتسْإ ، دَْنعِ 

.لاًوعُْفمََل انَِّبرَ  دُعْوَ  نَاکَ  نْإ  انَِّبرَ  نَاحَْبسُ 

Here I

am responding to you, O caller to Allah. If my body could not respond to your

call when you called for aid and my tongue could not respond to your call for

.help, then, verily, my heart, my hearing, and my sight have responded to you

Glory be to our Lord! Most surely, the promise of our Lord was to be

(fulfilled.(1

Second Aspect: The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) aimed at connecting the
movement of the virtuous community and the genuine line of Islam to Imam al-
Husayn’s Islamic standard and his religion-based situations. In view of differences in
their conditions, which required variety in their provisional political affairs, the Holy
Imams (‘a) needed to confirm a fixed line to be followed by their movement and a
clear-cut practice for their school. This line signifies the objection to oppression and
injustice, which was declared by Imam al-Husayn (‘a) in his first sermon delivered to

the
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p: 114

Imam al-Husayn’s formula of Ziyarah on the fifteenth of Rajab and Sha`ban, as - - 1
.quoted from Abbas al-Qummi’s Mafatih al-Jinan
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:people of al-Kufah, saying

یَّلصَ اللهِا ، لَوسُرَ  َّنإِ  سُاَّنلا ، اهَُّیأَ 

لاًّحِتَسُْم اًرِئاجَ  اًناطَْلسُ  يأرَ  نْمَ  لَاقَ : هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

، اللهِا لِوسُرَ  هَِّنسُِل  اًفِلاخَُم  هِدِهْعَِل ، اًثکِاَن  اللهِا ، مِارَحَِل 

مِْثلإاِب اللهِا  دِابَعِ  یِف  لُمَْعیَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

اًقّحَ نَاکَ  لٍْعِف  لاَوَ  لٍوْقَِب  هِْیلَعَ  رِّْیغَُی  مْلَفَ  نِاوَدْعُْلاوَ ،

اوُمزَِل دْقَ  ءِلاَؤُهَ  َّنإوَ  لاَأَ  .هُلَخَدْمَ  هُلَخِدُْی  نْأَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ 

اورُهَظْأَوَ نِمَحَّْرلا ، هِعَاطَ  نْعَ  اوَّْلوَتَوَ  نِاطَْیَّشلا ، هَعَاطَ 

اوُّلحَأَوَ ءِیْفَْلاِب ، اورَُثأْتَسْاوَ  دَودُحُْلا ، اوُلَّطعَوَ  دَاسَفَْلا ،

.رِْملأَا اذَهَِب  ُّقحَأَ  یِّنإوَ  هَُللاَحَ ، اوُمَّرحَوَ  اللهِا  مَارَحَ 

O

people: Verily, Allah’s Messenger (s) has said, “He who realizes that an

unjust ruler is violating the prohibitions of Allah, breaching his pledge

with Him, opposing the traditions of His Messenger (s) and oppressing His

servants yet does not try to change that through his deeds or words, then

Allah will definitely place him with that ruler.” Verily, those rulers have acted

in accordance with Satan, abandoned their obedience to the All-beneficent

God, made overt mischief, infringed upon the provisions of Allah, seized

booty, violated the prohibitions of Allah, and prohibited that which Allah

has deemed lawful. Most certainly, it is my duty, more than anyone else, to
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(oppose them.(1

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took much interest in consolidating this fixed
line in an unambiguous, clear way by concentrating on visiting Imam al-Husayn’s
tomb, rendering homage to him, responding to his call, showing loyalty to his
devotees and followers, and announcing hostility towards his enemies and all those

.who support and follow them

p: 115

Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari, Tarikh al-Umam wa’l-Muluk (known as Tarikh al- - - 1
(. Tabari) 4:304; Ibn al-Athir, al-Kamil fi’l-Tarikh 4:48 (with little difference
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Third Aspect: The Holy Imams (‘a) worked towards educating the individuals of the
virtuous community on commitment to the doctrinal, ethical, and political concepts
present in the texts of the ziyarah that are addressed to Imam al-Husayn (‘a) on

.various occasions

Visiting Imam al-Husayn’s tomb was consecrated within a certain season to express
commitment to these multifaceted concepts. As a result, a cultural line, which is
characterized by attentiveness and firmness, was created in the milieus of the

.virtuous community

Fourth Aspect: By way of connecting with Imam al-Husayn’s movement, the Holy
Imams (‘a) introduced the virtuous community politically and socially and opened the
doors for other Muslims to join this movement. This fact explains the following two
events that manifested themselves eminently throughout history associated with the

.visitation to Imam al-Husayn’s tomb

First Event: The despotic authorities and the criminal tyrants practiced suppression
and violence against the Muslims who visited the holy shrine of Imam al-Husayn (‘a).
Throughout history, these visitors had to encounter various sorts of injury: some were
killed, some fined, some their hands cut off and others persecuted. The holy tomb of
Imam al-Husayn (‘a) was exposed to many attempts of ruination at the hands of
despotic rulers, such as al-Mutawakkil, the `Abbasid ruler (822-861 AD), the Wahhabis

at the end of the thirteenth century of Hegira, and the `Aflaqi(1) rulers of Iraq (1968-
(. 2003

p: 116

Michel Aflaq (1910-1989), an anti-Islam leader and the founder of al-Ba‘th Socialist - - 1
Party, fought against Islam in general and against the rituals of the Shi‘ah in

.particular
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Second Event: The Holy Imams (‘a) adopted the course of precautionary dissimulation

(taqiyyah) and worked on safeguarding their followers and keeping them away from
all risks and pain. However, they enlightened their followers on the necessity of
reciting the ziyarah no matter what menace they faced, since visiting Imam al-
(. Husayn’s tomb came to be regarded by them as a fight for the sake of Allah (i.e. jihad

:Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

انَتَعَیشِ اورُُم 

َّنإفَ مُلاََّسلا ، امَهِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ ، نِْب  نِْیسَحُْلا  رِْبقَ  هِرَایَزِِب 

هِْیلَعَ نِْیسَحُْلِل ، ُّرقُِی  نٍِمؤُْم  ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  ضٌرَتَْفُم  هَُنایَْتإ 

.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  نَِم  هِمَامَلإاِب  مُلاََّسلا ،

Command

our followers to visit the tomb of Husayn ibn ‘Ali

a), for this deed is obligatory upon each and every believer who has )‘

(confessed to the divinely commissioned leadership of Husayn (‘a).(1

:Imam Ja‘far al-Jadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مَْل َّمُث  هُرَهْدَ  َّجحَ  مْکُدَحَأَ  َّنأَ  وَْل 

اًکرِاتَ نَاکََل  مُلاََّسلا ، امَهِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ ، نَْب  نَْیسَحُْلا  رِزُیَ 

، هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  هِِلوسُرَ ، قِوقُحُوَ  اللهِا  قِوقُحُ  نِْم  اًقّحَ 

َّزعَ اللهِا  نَِم  هٌضَیرِفَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  نِْیسَحُْلا  َّقحَ  َّنلأَ 

.مٍِلسُْم ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  هٌبَجِاوَ  َّلجَوَ 

If you go on Hajj every year for your entire
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(, lifetime but miss visiting Husayn ibn ‘Ali (‘a

you will have abandoned one of the duties towards Allah and towards His

Messenger (s). Carrying out the duty towards Husayn (‘a) is verily obligatory

(upon each Muslim by a command of Almighty Allah.(2

p: 117

.Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Mazar, p. 37 - - 1

.Shaykh al-Mufid: al-Mazar, p. 37 - - 2
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Commemorating Imam al-Husayn’s Martyrdom

The ceremonies commemorating Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom (al-majalis al-
husayniyyah) are the assemblages that the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) hold on
the days of the great disaster, in Muharram and Jafar, and on other days of the year.
In these assemblages, Muslims gather to recollect the events of the tragedy of

.Karbala' as well as probe other religious issues

Originally, these ceremonies expressed deep grief for Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom

(‘a). They recalled the terribleness of the calamity that befell Imam al-Husayn (‘a) and
his family members, and pointed out the savagery of the Umayyad band in general
and Yazid the tyrant in particular, revealing the deep-rooted hatred and animosity

(. they had against Islam, the Messenger (s), and his Household (‘a

In the following stages, these ceremonies developed into a mobile school of the Ahl
al-Bayt’s followers to meet the cultural, political, emotional, and social needs of the
virtuous community whose individuals could move freely in the midst of these

.ceremonies under all circumstances

Since the first days of the tragedy of Karbala', such sessions were first held in Sham
.when Yazid began to retreat in the face of the mass denunciation of the tragedy

This mass wakefulness was the result of the all-inclusive enlightenment that Lady
Zaynab and Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) spread among the public when their caravan,
carrying them as captives, entered Sham and they were presented in the court of
Yazid ibn Mu`awiyah. Some traditions confirm that Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (‘a) held a

three-day funeral

p: 118
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(ceremony in Sham.(1

The other members of the Holy Prophet’s household and some of his wives, such as
Ummu-Salamah, also held funeral ceremonies in al-Madinah as soon as the surviving
members of Imam al-Husayn’s family, headed by Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (‘a), returned

(home.(2

Whenever they had an opportunity and especially on the first ten days of the month

of Muharram, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) continued to hold such ceremonies. They also
encouraged their followers and devotees to do the same, as has been previously

.cited

Although discussions of the history, aspects, consequences, and logic for these
ceremonies of commemorating Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom are too extensive for

:one book, we will hereinafter refer to some of these aspects briefly

Significance and Aspects

First: These ceremonies contribute to the preservation of the great event of Imam al-
Husayn’s uprising, which also embodies a Divine proposal the purpose of which is to
draw the Muslim nation’s attention towards safeguarding the final Divine message of

.Islam against loss, distortion, and deformation

p: 119

.Sayyid `Abdullah Shubbar, Jala' al-`Uyun 2:264 - - 1
Muhammad ibn Sa`d, in his famous book of al-Tabaqat al-Kubra, has recorded - - 2
that when she was informed about the martyrdom of Imam Husayn ('a), Ummu-
Salamah, the Holy Prophet’s wife, cried out, “Did they have the courage to do it? May
Allah fill their houses and their graves with fire!” She then wept so heavily that she lost

.consciousness. See also Ibn Hajar al-`Asqalani’s al-Bidayah wa’l-Nihayah 8:218
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Since the beginning, the tyrannical authorities attempted to misrepresent the truth by
presenting Imam al-Husayn’s uprising as mutiny against the legal authority, as an act
of rebellion aimed at destroying Muslim unity. They also tried to cast a shadow on
Imam al-Husayn’s personality and on the goals, background, causes, and

circumstances of his uprising. The masses need to learn the truth of this great
uprising in the history of Muslims. In the beginning Yazid, the tyrant, tried to absolve
himself from the responsibility of this catastrophic massacre and cast the blame on
`Ubaydullah ibn Ziyad, the commander-in-chief. However, the reason-based
planning of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) reiterated the features of this uprising in such
ceremonies and saved the truth from being hidden or lost. As a result, Imam al-
Husayn’s uprising, with all its details and attributes, has been well-protected in the

(history of Islam.(1

Second: These ceremonies keep the following significant aspects existent, active, and
influential in Islamic life in general and the milieus of the virtuous community in

:particular

.A) These ceremonies activate the conscience of Muslims

One of the basic goals of this uprising was to shake, revive and move this conscience
whenever it was exposed to death or cultural anesthesia, or whenever it buckled

under the psychological pressures or methods of terrorism that lead to

p: 120

It is natural to find small differences in the details of the event. Not all the - - 1
accounts that relate the details of Imam Husayn’s martyrdom are adopted as truths;
rather, such details and special situations are aimed at presenting the basic features,
trends, plans, reasonable grounds, backgrounds, and tragedies of this uprising,

.although there may be differences in depiction
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(absence of willpower despite acquaintance with the truth.(1

The tragedy of Karbala' has thus become a moving factor not only for the present
.generation but also for all generations throughout the ages

A pioneering role in this field has been played by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) through their
magnificent depictions that embodied the tragedy in the most effective way.
Additionally, poets of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School have contributed to portraying and
presenting this tragedy through the elegies they have composed in various stages of

.Muslim history

We can understand the reason for the traditions that urged composing and reciting
poetry on the tragedy of Imam al-Husayn (‘a) in particular.(2) We can also understand
the reason for the voluminous poetic heritage on Imam al-Husayn (‘a), which is too

.huge to find its match in human literature as a whole

B) These ceremonies reveal the politico-cultural recognition of the events by which
the Muslim sects in general and the virtuous community in particular are passing,
since this community has been characterized by profound and unique recognition of

.all political events and its commitment to Islamic principles and revolutionary ethics

p: 121

In my book entitled Thawrat al-Imam al-Husayn (Imam al-Husayn’s Uprising), I - - 1
.have discussed this goal in further detail

َّلاإِ هِِب  یکَْبأَوَ  یکَبَفَ  اًرْعشـِ  نِْیسـَحُْلا  یِف  لَاقَ  دٍحـَأَ  نِْم  امـَ  : Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) is reported to have said - - 2
As for any one who composes poetic verses about Imam Husayn هَُل. رَفَغَوَ  هََّنجَْلا  هَُل  اللهُا  بَجـَوْأَ 
(‘a) and weeps for him or makes others weep, Almighty Allah shall certainly award him

.Paradise and forgive his offenses. See al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 10:464, H. 1
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C) These ceremonies shed light on the need of a genuine Islamic inspection of the
Islamic system of government and its components. It is necessary to stipulate the
correct attitude regarding the Islamic system of government and have the
competence of distinguishing between right and wrong practices within this system,
along with the capability of distinguishing between the red, green and grey lines so
that a more comprehensive understanding is achieved of the issues that menace

.Islam which must be confronted and resisted

Third: The ceremonies of commemorating Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom maintain

the human and social relations among the members of the virtuous community and
the other Muslims who interact with them. However, such interactions must be within
the accurate frame of these relations—a frame that represents the goals and

(. moralities of Imam al-Husayn (‘a

Just as these sessions and ceremonies have provided great opportunity to confirm
such relations and strengthen the bonds of mutual love and affiliation among the
members of the virtuous community and increase the spirit of cooperation and
fraternity, so also have they become opportunities for spending, giving, offering, and
attending to the feeble and poor after recognizing their condition. This can be
accomplished because the largest congregations of Muslims of various social and

.religious levels attend such sessions and celebrations

This aspect in the Ahl al-Bayt’s (‘a) plan (of commemorating Imam Husayn’s
martyrdom) has preserved the unity of the virtuous community in its social and
human relations throughout history regardless of the difficulties, ordeals, and pain the

.members of this community have to face
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Fourth: These sessions and ceremonies of commemorating Imam al-Husayn’s
uprising and martyrdom have contributed to spreading the genuine Islamic culture,
which faced several attempts of ideological and physical debarments and terrorism at
certain stages of its history as well as unavailability of both human and material

.potential for promulgating this culture

The culture of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School, in its various aspects including the doctrinal,
ethical, behavioral and historical has been characterized by the features and
peculiarities of genuine Islam as practiced by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). Opportunities to
promulgate this culture were not always available; rather, they were even banned at
certain times. Secondly, religious establishments, such as seminaries, mosques, and
other cultural centers, were neither helpful nor available. As a result, the virtuous

.community was threatened by dissolution, loss, ignorance, or baseless fanaticism

To tackle these needs, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) recommended establishing the

commemoration of Imam al-Husayn’s uprising and martyrdom, thus establishing
mobile cultural schools. Shaykh al-Kulayni, through a valid chain of authority, has

:reported Maysar as saying

Imam Abu-Ja‘far (al-Baqir) once asked me, “Do you (Shi‘ite groups) usually seclude
?” yourselves to exchange discourses and say whatever you have in mind freely

I answered, “Yes, I swear it by Allah. We usually seclude ourselves to exchange
.” discourses and say whatever we have in our minds freely

:The Imam (‘a) commented

، اللهِاوَ امَأَ 

، اللهِاوَ امَأَوَ  .نِطِاوَمَْلا  کَْلِت  ضِْعَب  یِف  مْکُعَمَ  یِّنأَ  تُدْدِوََل 

اللهِا نِیدِ  یلَعَ  مْکَُّنإوَ  .مْکُحَاوَرْأَوَ  مْکُحَیرِ  ُّبحِلأُ  یِّنإ 

.دٍاهَِتجْاوَ عٍرَوَِب  اوُنیعِأَفَ  .هِِتکَِئلاَمَ  نِیدِوَ 

By Allah I swear, I do wish I were with you on even some of these
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occasions. By Allah I swear, I do love your fragrance and your souls. You are

following the very religion of Allah and the religion of His angels. So, help

(us) by means of piety and diligence.”(1)

p: 123

.Al-Hurr al-Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:567, H. 5 - - 1
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Basic Objectives

In view of the aforementioned display of the goals and outcomes of commemorating

Imam al-Husayn’s uprising and martyrdom, we can ascertain that the nearer these
ceremonies get to achieving their objectives in the most appropriate forms of practice

.the more they fulfill the actual function that the Holy Imams (‘a) planned

However, when practiced in unacceptable forms, they will definitely fail to achieve
their goals and be just like prayers performed without cordial attention to Almighty

.Allah

:The objectives of practicing these rituals and ceremonies are summarized below

The first objective is to create a spiritual, mental, and emotional attachment to Imam

.al-Husayn (‘a), the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), and the purposes of this great uprising

The second objective is to accurately inspect, at two levels of policy and religion, the
issue of government rule and political events that the Muslim nation faces, including
the issues of injustice, justice, enjoining the right, forbidding the wrong, and

.constructing the divine system of rule

The third objective is to implant the features of genuine moral education in the
virtuous community’s political and social movement. Such features can be

represented through
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self-sacrifice, altruism, steadfastness, feelings of responsibility towards Muslim
issues of resisting injustice and tyranny, abiding by what is right, fulfillment of pledges
and covenants, sincerity to Almighty Allah, perseverance, and compliance with

.principles

The fourth objective is to spread Islamic culture and cognizance of its various
aspects, such as recognition of Islam, studying its fundamentals, raising the degree of

.feeling in human souls, and awakening sentiments and consciences

The fifth objective is to strengthen the relations of fraternity, mutual love, and
cooperation among the believers as well as take interest in their affairs, provide them
with the required advice, help the poor and the feeble among them, bring into being
more joint liability among them, and present them as a powerful, invulnerable and

.united community

Innovative Rituals ( 2

The second section of this discussion deals with the rituals associated with the
commemoration of Imam al-Husayn’s uprising and martyrdom, which have not been
prescribed or recommended by the Holy Imams (‘a). These rituals have been invented
by their followers in various stages of history. These include organizing processions
for expressing grief and sadness for Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom (al-mawakib al-
husayniyyah) and rituals of representing and acting out the scenes of Imam al-

.Husayn’s tragedy in addition to other rituals that may be invented in the future

:Discussion in this respect can be based on the following two topics

The First Topic is dedicated to the legal justifications of
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performing such rituals about which we cannot find a tradition reported from the Ahl
.al-Bayt (‘a) at the three levels of words, deeds, and confirmation

The best justification in this respect is the idea that any practice or act is regarded as
a traditional expression of glorifying Imam al-Husayn (‘a) or showing sorrow for his
tragedy, especially if such a practice or act was common during the ages of the Holy
Imams (‘a), or a tradition reminding of his tragedy and goals. Such practice and act will

:thus be legal according to the following Qur’anic rule

بِوُلقُْلا يوَْقتَ  نِْم  اهََّنإِفَ  هَِّللا  رَِئاعَشَ  مِّْظعَُی  نْمَوَ  کَِلذَ 

Whoever

holds in honor the symbols of Allah, such (honor) should come truly from

(piety of hearts. (22:32

To describe Imam al-Husayn (‘a) as ‘the Vengeance of Allah’ is one of His symbols or
signs and rituals that hold Imam al-Husayn (‘a) in honor is to hold in honor signs of
Allah. Besides, many traditions of general purport have instructed showing sorrow for
Imam al-Husayn (‘a) and proclaiming his tragic event on the days of ‘Ashura' (the first

(. ten days of Muharram

The Second Topic is about the limits and framework in which these innovative
.ceremonies and rituals are practiced to satisfy the aforementioned Qur’anic rule

The first kind is legally correct under all circumstances because its forms and contents
have been mentioned in traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). It, therefore,

.represents a fixed line

As for the second kind, its legality must include the same contents and purport that
Almighty Allah has decided for it; that is, the symbols of Allah must be held in honor. It
is not sufficient to claim that the effectuation of such ceremonies is for Imam al-
Husayn (‘a) and not for holding in honor the symbols of Allah, as long as their form

expresses a
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traditional reason-based style of holding honor. Hence, such practices must be in line
with the legitimate content of Imam al-Husayn’s uprising, as has been previously

.explained

:This content can be restricted to two basic lines

The Positive Line, which entails the goals determined for holding the ceremonies of
commemorating Imam al-Husayn’s uprising and martyrdom in their third line. As
much as these ceremonies achieve the goals cited in the previous five points, these

.practices express holding in honor the symbols of Almighty Allah

The Negative Line entails that these practices must not violate the sacredness of
Islam and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School and must not deform the view of this School. This
may happen when these practices take a form that is incompatible with the actual
goals that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) decided for them. Such distortion is obvious in some

unwanted practices that are irreconcilable with any act of worship or behavior that
the Holy Legislator has accepted to be an expression of connecting with, loving,
honoring or glorifying Almighty Allah, as well as other forms that reasonable people
acknowledge in social life. Some unwanted practices are disgusting to pure sentiment,
sound human taste and reason. In fact, such practices are only expressions of
uncontrolled passions, reckless emotions, and imaginations without legitimate basis

since they cannot

be sanctioned by Islamic law. They are therefore practiced by naive people who lack
acquaintance with Islamic culture and stand rejected by the well-versed scholars of

.jurisprudence and divinity
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Chapter Four: Spiritual And Moral Aspect

Point

The spiritual and moral aspect is important in Islamic theory, because it is associated
with the issues of feelings, emotions, and spiritual and moral senses. Coming after
doctrine, ethics and culture, this aspect occupies the fourth rank in importance, since
it is founded on the fact that man’s behavior, which is the natural consequence of
willpower and determination, directly acts upon this aspect, whereas the other three
aspects represent the basis, background, and foundation on which these sentiments

and feelings rely. They are also the starting point of these three aspects. Feelings,
emotions and sentiments stand for the stirring energy that supplies human behavior
with motion, activity, and agitation although such behavior is submissive to man’s

.willpower and its cause

By virtue of this, there is a balanced relationship between man’s feelings and actions.
Man’s determination, steadfastness and willpower become stronger and more

powerful when there is compatibility between these feelings and reasonable, ethical,
.and cultural foundations

For this reason, the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took much interest in the
spiritual and moral aspect. They worked on directing it on the course that was
compatible with both general goals of building a virtuous community and doctrinal,

.ethical, and cultural foundations

(We can observe the major lines that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

p: 129

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 364 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


established to implant the spiritual and moral aspect in the virtuous community from
their reported traditions and instructions for their followers and the treatment of

.issues
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Spirit of Piety and Combining Faith with Practice

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) fed their followers with the spirit of piety and
:the combining of faith with practice through the following features

First Feature: They worked towards enhancing the spirit of piety and establishing a
:firm connection with Almighty Allah through the following three major ways

First Way: The Holy Imams (‘a) laid stress on and instructed the course of prayer,
supplication, and confidential talk with Almighty Allah. Their great interest in

.supplication and their superb supplicatory prayers are numerous

Their prayers and supplications cover all times and circumstances and take various
forms, such as post-prayer supplications, supplications at each hour of the day and
night, special supplications on special occasions and during religious seasons, such as
supplications in the months of Ramazan, Sha‘ban, Rajab, and Dhi’l-Hijjah as well as
occasions like feast days. There are also various prayers offered on special occasions.
The supplicatory heritage of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) encompasses many books that are

.voluminous, well known, and common to all ages

They have left for us extensive supplications that carry educational and cultural
:features. Some of these include

Imam ’Ali’s supplication reported by Kumayl ibn Ziyad al-Nakha‘i (known as Du‘a’
(Kumayl

(Imam al-Husayn’s supplication on the Day of `Arafah (the ninth of Dhu’l-Hijjah

Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin’s supplication that is reported by
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Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali, the supplication known as Du‘a’ al-Jawshan

.Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin’s supplications in Al-Jahifah al-Sajjadiyyah, and many more

In addition to their previously noted cultural aspects, these supplications and prayers
represent a great spiritual domain that builds in the inner selves of worshippers a

.connection with Him through piety and a combination of fear and hope in Him

Second Way: The Holy Imams (‘a) entered upon the styles of written or specifically
delivered bequests (wasiyyah) and excellent exhortation. As has also been

mentioned, not only do such styles represent cultural and educational aspects but
.they also embody spiritual and moral trends

(: Imam Ja‘far al-Jadiq (‘a) has reported the following from his infallible fathers (‘a

:The Holy Prophet (s) said

نَاکَ هِِتوْمَ  دَْنعِ  هََّیصِوَْلا  نِسِحُْی  مَْل  نْمَ 

.هِِتَّورُُموَ هِِلْقعَ  یِف  اًصْقَن 

Whoever

.fails to write his will before his death lacks reason and manliness

?” He (s) was asked, “How should writing of one’s will be, Allah’s Messenger

:He (s) instructed

هِْیَلإ سُاَّنلا  عَمَتَجْاوَ  هُافَوَْلا  هُْترَضَحَ  اذَإ 

، هِدَاهََّشلاوَ بِْیغَْلا  مَِلاعَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ ، تِاوَامََّسلا  رَطِافَ  َّمهَُّللاَ  لَاقَ :

هََلإ نْأَ لاَ  دُهَشْأَ  یِّنأَ  کَْیَلإ  دُهَعْأَ  یِّنإ  مُیحَِّرلا ؛ نُمَحَّْرلا 

، کَُلوسُرَوَ كَدُْبعَ  اًدَّمحَُم  َّنأَوَ  کََل ، کَیرِشَ  كَدَحْوَ لاَ  تَْنأَ  َّلاإ 

، رِوُبقُْلا یِف  نْمَ  ثُعَْبتَ  کََّنأَوَ  اهَیِف ، بَْیرَ  هٌیَِتآ لاَ  هَعَاَّسلا  َّنأَوَ 
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اهَیِف اللهُا  دَعَوَ  امَوَ  ٌّقحَ ، هََّنجَْلا  َّنأَوَ  ٌّقحَ ، بَاسَحِْلا  َّنأَوَ 

رَاَّنلا َّنأَوَ  ٌّقحَ ، حِاکَِّنلاوَ  بِرَشْمَْلاوَ  لِکَأْمَْلا  نَِموَ  مِیعَِّنلا  نَِم 

مَلاَسْلإا َّنأَوَ  تَْفصَوَ ، امَکَ  نَیِّدلا  َّنأَوَ  ٌّقحَ ، نَامَیلإا  َّنأَوَ  ٌّقحَ ،

، تَْلزَْنأَ امَکَ  نَآرْقُْلا  َّنأَوَ  تَْلُق ، امَکَ  لَوْقَْلا  َّنأَوَ  تَعْرَشَ ، امَکَ 

رِادَ یِف  کَْیَلإ  دُهَعْأَ  یِّنإوَ  .نُیِبمُْلا  ُّقحَْلا  اللهُا  تَْنأَ  کََّنأَوَ 

یَّلصَ دٍَّمحَمُِبوَ  اًنیدِ  مِلاَسْلإاِبوَ  اًّبرَ  کَِب  تُیضِرَ  یِّنأَ  ایَْنُّدلا 

نِآرقُْلاِبوَ اًمامَإِ ، مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَِبوَ  اًّیِبَن  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

.یِتَّمِئأَ مُلاََّسلا  مُهِْیلَعَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  کَِّیِبَن  تِْیَب  لَهْأَ  َّنأَوَ  اًباتَکِ ،

یِتَّدعِوَ یِتَبرْکُ ، دَْنعِ  یِئاجَرَوَ  یِتَّدشِ ، دَْنعِ  یِتقَِث  تَْنأَ  َّمهَُّللاَ 

یهَِلإوَ یِتمَْعِن ، یِف  یِّیِلوَ  تَْنأَوَ  یِب ، لُزِْنتَ  یِتَّلا  رِوُملأُا  دَْنعِ 

هَفَرْطَ یسِْفَن  یَلإ  یِنْلکِتَ  لاَوَ  هِِلآوَ ، دٍَّمحَُم  یلَعَ  ِّلصَ  یِئاَبآ ، هَُلإوَ 

مَوْیَ اًدهْعَ  كَدَْنعِ  یِل  لْعَجْاوَ  یِتشَحْوَ  يرِْبقَ  یِف  سِْنآوَ  اًدَبأَ ، نٍْیعَ 

هَُّیصِوَْلاوَ .هِِتجَاحَِب  یصِوُی  مَوْیَ  تِِّیمَْلا  دُهْعَ  اذهَفَ  .اًروشُْنمَ  كَاقَْلأَ 

.مٍِلسُْم ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  ٌّقحَ 

In the

last hours of his life and when people gather around him, he must say: “O

Allah! O Designer of the heavens and the earth! O Knower of the unseen and

seen! O Most Beneficent! O Most Merciful! I confide in You that I bear

witness that there is no god save You alone, without Your having any

associate. I bear witness that Muhammad (s) is Your servant and messenger and
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,that the Hour shall undoubtedly come. You shall raise the dead from their graves

and the Questioning will take place. Paradise is true, and that which You have

.promised to be therein—such as bliss, eating, drinking and marriage—is true

Hellfire is true, and Faith is true, and the (true) religion is as exactly as

You have described, and Islam is exactly as You have established, and all

that which You have said is exactly the truth, and the Qur’an is as exactly

as what You have revealed, and You are verily Allah, the Manifest Truth. I

also confide in You in this world that I submit to You being my Lord, Islam

being my religion, Muhammad being my Prophet, ‘Ali

being my Imam, the Qur’an being my Book, Your Prophet’s Household—peace be

upon him and them—being my Imams. O Allah, in You I trust at the time of

tribulation. You are my only provision when misfortunes befall me, You are my

patron in blessings, and You are my God and the God of my ancestors. So send

blessings upon Muhammad and his Household and do not make me depend on my

own

self even for the twinkling of an eye. Please, entertain me in my grave and my

loneliness and keep my confidence in You active for the day on which I shall

.” meet You

This is the covenant of

the moribund when he makes his will, which is obligatory upon each Muslim
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(individual.”(1
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Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 13:193, H. 1 as quoted from Sayyid Ibn Tawus, - - ` 1
.Falah al-Sa'il
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Third Way: The Holy Imams (‘a) worked towards connecting faith with deed. In
addition to its doctrinal contribution to understanding the reality of faith and unbelief,
this course carries a spiritual and moral aspect that builds the spirit of piety and
connection with Almighty Allah. As a rule, faith is not realized unless it is connected

.with deed, behavior, and commitment

Shortly in this book, I will cite many traditions confirming that true Shi‘ah are those
who represent actual piety, diligence, and steadfastness in tribulations and ordeals

.and are forerunners in worship and asceticism
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Real Supporters of the truth

Second Feature: The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) worked towards creating an emotional and
sentimental connection with the virtuous community. They laid emphasis on affiliation

:with the virtuous entity by

Ingraining genuineness and reality in their followers ( 1)

Providing them with profound historical roots ( 2)

Securing their belief in the Ahl al-Bayt’s school to the highest levels ( 3)

Promoting as righteous the creed in which a righteous individual believes by means ( 4)
of standards, proofs and logical evidence so that belief evolves from mere reason-
based states to spiritual, psychological and emotional commitments to faith. Such

:evolution depends on testifying that

a) Their doctrines are the true and genuine doctrines of Islam, utterly free from)
doubt and spuriousness

b) Their community is the best of all communities and groups)

c) They are part of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) because they are the worthiest in loyalty and)
the nearest to them

d) They are the only group that fulfils the Divine Covenant as it should be fulfilled)

e) Their love for and loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are the things that shall benefit)
them on the Day of Resurrection

f) They shall resort to the Holy Prophet (s) on the Day of Resurrection according to)
(the glad tidings conveyed to them by the Holy Imams (‘a

p: 135
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More than one Imam has confirmed these facts to increase their followers’ level of
faith. From these confirmations, we conclude that the Holy Imams (‘a) aimed to
achieve a certain degree of emotional and sentimental momentum and deepen their

.followers’ commitment to and confidence in the virtuous community

:Let us now refer to some examples so that the idea will be clearer

Imran ibn Maytham has reported that Habbabah al-Walibiyyah said to him, “I will . ` 1
tell you about a discourse that I have heard from your master, al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali (‘a).

:He said

، هٍلَْیجَُب رَْیخَ  سَمَحْأَ  لَعَجَ  يذَِّلاوَ 

مْکَُّنإَ نِمَیَْلا ؛ رَْیخَ  نَادَمْهَوَ  هٍعَیِبرَ ، رَْیخَ  سِْیقَْلا  دَْبعَوَ 

.انَُتعَیشِوَ نُحَْن  َّلاإ  مَیهِارَْبإ  هَِّلِم  یلَعَ  امَ  .قِرَفِْلا  رُْیخَ 

I

swear by Him Who has caused (the clan of) Ahmas to be the best of (the tribe

of) Bujaylah, has caused ‘Abd

,al-Qays to be the best of Rabi‘ah

and has caused Hamdan to be the best of the Yemen, you are verily the best of

sects. None is following the faith of (Prophet) Abraham (‘a) except us and our

Shi‘ah

(partisans).(1)

:Umar ibn Yazid has reported that Abu-‘Abdullah (Imam al-Jadiq) (‘a) once said . ‘ 2

.دٍَّمحَُم لِآ  نِْم  اللهِاوَ ، مُْتْنأَ ،

By
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(. Allah, I swear that you all are verily part of Muhammad’s Household (‘a

I asked, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! Do you mean that we are part of
?” them

:The Imam ('a) answered

p: 136

Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1 :243, H. 449-450. Following the faith of Prophet Abraham (‘a) - - 1
.stands for true and utter commitment to his religion
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.مْهِسِفُْنأَ نِْم  اللهِاوَ ، مْعََن ،

Yes! I

.swear by Allah. You are part of Muhammad’s Household (‘a) itself

:He repeated it three times. He (‘a) then gazed at me, I gazed at him and he said

َّنإِ رُمَعُ ؛ ایَ 

 { نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا ُّیِلوَ  هَُّللاوَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  ُّیِبَّنلا  اذَهَوَ  هُوعُبََّتا  نَیذَِّلَل  مَیهِارَْبإِِب  سِاَّنلا  یَلوْأَ  َّنإِ  هِِباتَکِ { : یِف  لُوقُیَ  یَلاعَتَوَ  كَرَابَتَ  اللهَا 

,O ‘Umar

Allah the Blessed and Exalted says in His Book: “Most surely, the nearest of

people to Abraham (‘a) are those who followed him and this Prophet (s) and

(those who believe and Allah is the guardian of the believers. (3:68)”(1

اللهُا ذَخَأَ  نَّْمِم  دٌحَأَ  قَدَصَ  امَ  اللهِاوَ ،

مْهِِّیِبَن تِْیَب  لِهْأَ  رُْیغَ  اللهِا  دِهْعَِب  یفَوَفَ  هُقَاثَیِم 

: یَلاعَتَ هُُلوْقَ  کَِلذَوَ  .مْهِِتعَیشِ  نِْم  هٍلَیِلقَ  هٍَباصَعِوَ 

 { نَیقِسِافََل مْهُرَثَکْأَ  اَندْجَوَ  نْإِوَ  دٍهْعَ  نِْم  مْهِرِثَکْأَِل  اَندْجَوَ  امَوَ  }

By Allah I swear, none of

those with whom Almighty Allah made His covenant fulfilled this covenant

.except their Prophet’s Household (‘a) and a small group of their partisans

This is the meaning of Almighty Allah’s saying (in the Holy Qur’an), “And We

did not find in most of them any faithfulness to the covenant, and We found

(most of them to be certainly transgressors. (7:102)”(2
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Yunus ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman has reported Kulayb al-Asadi . 4

p: 137

Tafsir al-Qummi 1:105 (the tradition is reported through a valid chain of authority); - - 1
`Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:84, H. 1 (as quoted from the previous reference

(. book
Tafsir al-`Ayyashi 2:23, H. 59; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:85, H. 7 (as - - 2

(. quoted from the previous reference book
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:as saying that he heard Imam al-Jadiq (‘a) saying

، اللهِاوَ امَأَ 

کَِلذَ یلَعَ  اَنوُنیعِأَفَ  .هِِتکَِئلاَمَوَ  اللهِا  نِیدِ  �یلَعََل  مْکَُّنإ 

مْکُْیلَعَ .هِدَابَعِْلاوَ  هِلاََّصلاِب  مْکُْیلَعَ  .دٍاهَِتجْإوَ  عٍرَوَِب 

.عِرَوَْلاِب

By Allah, I swear

,positively, you are following the religion of Allah and of His angels. So

help us by means of piety and diligence. Abide by prayer and worship. Abide

(by piety.(1

Abu’l-Tufayl has reported that Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) once ascended the . 5
:pulpit and said

ثَعََب اللهَا  َّنإ 

، هَِلاسَِّرلاِب هُافَطَصْإوَ  هَِّوُبُّنلاِب  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  هللا  یَّلصَ  اًدَّمحَُم 

مِْلعِْلا حُیِتافَمَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  اَندَْنعِوَ  .لَاَنأَوَ  سِاَّنلا  یِف  لَاَنأَفَ 

انََّبحُِی نْمَوَ  .بِاطَخِْلا  لُصْفَوَ  رِْملأَا  ءُایَضِوَ  هِمَکْحِْلا  بُاوَْبأَوَ 

نْمَوَ لاَ .هُُلمَعَ  هُْنِم  لَّْبقَتَُیوَ  هُُنامَ  - يإ هُْعفَْنیَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ 

هُْنِم لَّْبقَتَُی  لاَوَ  هُُنامَ  - يإ هُْعفَْنیَ  تِْیبَْلا لاَ  لَهْأَ  انََّبحُِی 

.لْزَیَ مَْل  رَاهََّنلاوَ  لَْیَّللا  بَأَدْأَ  نْإوَ  هُُلمَعَ 

Verily, Almighty Allah has

sent Muhammad—peace be upon him and his Household—with prophethood and
chosen
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him for conveying His Message. Therefore, he promulgated the religion for the

(, people some of whom accepted and others rejected. We, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

hold the keys to knowledge, the doors to wisdom, the light of all affairs, and

the most decisive speech. Whoever loves us—the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)—will benefit from

his faith and will have his deeds accepted, but whoever does not love us will

not benefit from his faith and will not have his deeds accepted even if he

(works every day and night ceaselessly.(2

Burayd al-`Ajali, Zurarah ibn A`yun, and Muhammad . 6

p: 138

Muhammad ibn `Ali al-Tabar, Bisharat al-Mustafa, pp. 84-85, H. 15; p. 225, H. 50; - - 1
`Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:87, H. 14 (as quoted from the previous reference

(. book
.Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:316, H. 629 - - 2
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ibn Muslim—all these are authentic reporters who have said that Imam Muhammad

:al-Baqir (‘a) said to them

يذِِّلا امَ 

مٍوْقَ ُّلکُ  عَزِفََل  ءِامََّسلا  نَِم  هٌعَزْفَ  تَْناکَ  وَْل  امَأَ  نَوغُْبتَ ؟

.انَْیَلإ مُْتعْزِفَوَ  انَِّیِبَن  یَلإ  انَعْزِفََلوَ  مْهِِنمَأْمَ ، یَلإ 

مُکُیِّوسَُی لاَ  اللهِاوَ ، لاَ  اورُشِْبأَ ! َّمُث  اورُشِْبأَ  َّمُث  اورُشِْبأَفَ 

.مْهَُل هَمَارَکَ  لاَوَ  مْکُرَْیغَوَ ، اللهُا 

What more

are you seeking? If a horrible thing happens in the heavens and people resort

to a place to protect them, we shall resort to our Prophet (s) and you shall

resort to us. So, enjoy the glad tidings! Enjoy the glad tidings! Enjoy the

glad tidings! By Allah I swear, He shall never treat you like others and they

(will have no dignity with Him.(1

p: 139

.Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:261, H. 105 - - 1
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(Love for and Loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

Third Feature: With regard to their relationship with the virtuous community, the Holy
Imams (‘a) not only provided authentic proofs and valid demonstrations but also
made use of emotions and feelings in order to strengthen love and loyalty. They also
connected it to many significant values and ideals on the one hand and relevance

.people’s lives on the other

As a result, love for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) has played a major role in keeping their
followers steadfast against the pressures and pains they had to encounter. They have
even given up their lives and properties and faced all sorts of ordeals and pains for

(. the sake of the love they had for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

This sort of education, which was initially established by the Holy Qur’an, had a great
impact not only on the Ahl al-Bayt’s partisans and followers but also on Muslims in
general. Consequently, the issue of love for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) has become a
standard by which a Muslim individual, sober in behavior and conduct, is distinguished
from other Muslims pretending to follow Islam but lacking in human and Islamic

feelings. Such individuals have been afflicted with hostility and malice towards the Ahl
(. al-Bayt (‘a

Love of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), in the capacity of their having been the Holy Prophet’s kith
:and kin has been confirmed by the Holy Qur’an that reads

یَبرْقُْلا یِف  هََّدوَمَْلا  اَّلإِ  ارًجْأَ  هِْیلَعَ  مْکُُلأَسْأَ  اَل  لُْق 

Say: I do not ask of you

(any reward for it but love for my near relatives. (42:23

This love for the “near relatives” has been also confirmed by authentically reported
uninterrupted traditions of the Holy Prophet (s) in both meaning and words. Moreover,
invoking Almighty Allah’s blessings upon the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is a part of the obligatory

prayers so that love for them naturally has an
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.impact on Muslims in general and becomes a common trend among them

The merit, outcome, and reward of invocations of Divine blessings upon the Holy
Prophet (s) and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) will be discussed in further details in the coming

.book on Acts of Worship within this series

Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi‘i is well-known for composition of poetic verses proving
the existence of this common trend among Muslims and referring to some political

.tendencies that opposed this trend for political and non-religious reasons

:Some of al-Shafi‘i’s poetic verses are as follows

O Household of Allah’s Messenger, love for you is a duty imposed by Allah and
.revealed in the Qur’an

It is sufficient for you that he who does not send blessings upon you will have his
.prayers nullified

:He has also composed the following

If love for Muhammad’s Household (‘a) is a protest (against religion), then let both
(men and jinn witness that I am protesting (rafizi).(1

.Besides its great moral value, this love has cultural and political functions

As for its cultural function, it has turned hearts towards true guidance, uprightness,
(. and surrender to the culture and instructions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

As for its political function, it defends the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers and
provides ample opportunity to

p: 141

.Ibn Hajar, al-Jawa`iq al-Muhriqah, p. 133 ; al-Shablanji, Nur al-Absar, p. 104 - - 1
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believe in their Divinely ordained leadership and their efficacious role in the history of
.Islam

For these reasons, the political enemies of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) waged political
campaigns against them and attempted to extinguish the torch of this love and loyalty
and presented alternatives and other loyalties. They also attempted to debilitate this
loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and fight the issue of love for them. In order to achieve
these vicious goals these political enemies used fanaticism, antagonism and hatred as
weapons, always ready to commit inhumane crimes against the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and

.their followers

In fact, the issue of love and affection for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) has always been clear at
all levels, including authentic religious texts, historical facts, and practices in the ages
of the Holy Prophet (s), the Companions (Jahabah), the Followers (Tabi`un) and the

.other righteous Muslims

Hundreds of traditions that are reported from the Holy Prophet (s) and the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) have laid the foundation of this love and considered it to be a basic goal and a
means of winning Almighty Allah’s reward, pleasure, and forgiveness. In this regard,

,the Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

هُسُابَِلفَ نٌایَرْعُ ؛ مُلاَسْلإا 

هُدُامَعِوَ حُِلاَّصلا ، لُمَعَْلا  هُُتءَورُُموَ  رُاقَوَْلا ، هُُتنَیزِوَ  ءُایَحَْلا ،

لَهْأَ انَُّبحُ  مِلاَسْلإِا  سُاسَأَوَ  سٌاسَأَ ، یْشَ ءْ  ِّلکُِلوَ  .عُرَوَْلا 

.تِْیبَْلا

Islam

is naked. Modesty is its dress, faithfulness its adornment, good deeds its

personality, and piety its pillar. Everything should have a basis. The basis

(of Islam is the love for us—the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a).(1
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,Imam ’Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 142

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:141, H. 6 - - 1
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هَُّنإفَ مْکُِّیِبَن ، لِآ  ِّبحُِب  مْکُْیلَعَ 

نَوْرَتَ لاَأَ  .مْکَُّقحَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ  بُجِومُْلاوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  اللهِا  ُّقحَ 

: یَلاعَتَ اللهِا  لِوْقَ  یَلإ 

﴾ یَبرْقُْلا یِف  هََّدوَمَْلا  اَّلإِ  ارًجْأَ  هِْیلَعَ  مْکُُلأَسْأَ  اَل  لُْق  ﴿

You are advised to love your Prophet’s Household

a). This is your duty towards Almighty Allah due to which He shall fulfill )‘

:His promise to you. Have you not considered Almighty Allah’s saying

:Say“

(I do not ask of you any reward for it but love for my near relatives. (42:23)”(1

:Imam Ja‘far al-Jadiq (‘a) has reported Imam ‘Ali (‘a) as saying

تِْیبَْلا لَهْأَ  اَنرُکْذِ 

اضَرِ انَُّبحُوَ  .بِْیَّرلا  سِاوَسْوِوَ  مِاقَسْلأَاوَ  کِعْوَلا  نَِم  ءٌافَشِ 

.یَلاعَتَوَ كَرَابَتَ  ِّبَّرلا 

To mention us, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), is the

cure of apathy, disease, and suspicion. To love us is the pleasure of the

(Blessed and Exalted Lord.(2

:Imam Ja‘far al-Jadiq (‘a) has also reported the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  عٌِفاشَ  اَنأَ 

رَصََن لٌجَرَ  ایَْنُّدلا : لِهْأَ  بِوُنذُِب  اوؤاجَ  وَْلوَ  فٍانَصْأَ  هِعََبرْلأَِ 

َّبحَأَ لٌجُرَوَ  قِیِّضلا ، دَْنعِ  یِتَّیِّرذُِل  هَُلامَ  لَذََب  لٌجُرَوَ  یِتَّیِّرذُ ،
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یِتَّیِّرذُ جِِئاوَحَ  یِف  یعَسَ  لٌجُرَوَ  بِْلقَْلاوَ ، نِاسَِّللاِب  یِتَّیِّرذُ 

.اودُِّرشُ وْأَ  اودُرِطُ  اذَإ 

On the

Day of Resurrection I will certainly intercede for these four categories of

people, even if they are overburdened with the sins of the inhabitants of

this world: (1) those who support my descendants, (2) those who spend their

wealth for my descendants when they are in distress, (3) those who express

(love for my descendants through their speech and with their heart, and (4

those who exert efforts to satisfy the needs of my descendants when they are
pursued

(and banished.(3

p: 143

.Abd al-Wahid al-Amudi, Ghurar al-Hikam wa Durar al-Kalim, No. 6244 - - ` 1
.Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:135, H. 171 - - 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:556, H. 2 - - 3
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:Hannan ibn Sadir has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ  َّبحُ  اللهُا  تََّبَث  امَ 

.يرَخْأُ مٌدَقَ  هَُل  تْتَُبَث  َّلاإ  مٌدَقَ  هِِب  تَّْلزَفَ  دٍحَأَ  بِْلقَ  یِف 

As for

one in whose heart Almighty Allah fixes the love for ‘Ali (‘a), if one of his feet

slips (from the Discriminating Bridge), the other foot will certainly be

(steady.(1

:Al-Fuzayl reported Imam al-Riza (‘a) to have quoted Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

.رٌْفکُ انَضُْغُبوَ  نٌامَ  - يإ انَُّبحُ 

To

(love us is faith and to hate us is unbelief.(2

p: 144

Shaykh al-Tusi, al-Amali, pp. 132-133, H. 212; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar - - 1
(. 68:199, H. 3 (as quoted from the previous reference book

.Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:247, H. 463 - - 2
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Self-Sacrifice and Altruism

Fourth Feature: The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) solidified in the souls of their
followers the spirit of self-sacrifice, altruism, and readiness to give up worldly
pleasures for the sake of faith and principles. They ('a) also spread among them the

.spirit of struggle for the sake of principles and supreme goals

In order to achieve these goals, the Holy Imams (‘a) used various means and exposed
themselves to various tribulations. They (‘a) suffered all sorts of pain and ordeals
patiently and sacrificed personal matters for the sake of achieving the public interests
of Islam. They (‘a) were also ready to make any sacrifice required, including giving up
their lives, the lives of their family members and companions. They (‘a) made their
household subject to captivity and their wealth and prestige to usurpation and

.aggression for the sake of achieving these goals

They (‘a) always became the targets of enemies’ assaults and conspiracies, struggling
.to save Islamic principles

The issue of Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom has thus become the climax and the most

eminent symbol of self-sacrifice. The same thing can be applied to all the Holy Imams

(‘a) who never desisted in giving up everything possible in all fields of life for the sake
.of safeguarding Islam

The Holy Imams (‘a) trained their followers in the spirit of self-sacrifice and altruism
demonstrated by Imam al-Husayn’s astounding tragedy in the history of Islam to
make self-sacrifice manifest itself as a signpost indicating the path to the truth. It also
revealed the injustice that befell the Holy Prophet’s Household (‘a) and unmasked the

.hideous face of the Umayyad dynasty

p: 145
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Moral Features of Imam al-Ḥusayn's (‘a) Uprising

Point

In the previous discussions on the cultural aspects of building a virtuous community, I
have dealt with the issue of Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom from the cultural, ethical,
and doctrinal viewpoints. Under this title, I will attempt to study the moral features of

.this uprising in a methodical way

:The following spiritual and moral features are found in Imam al-Husayn’s uprising

Clash between Right and Wrong

The issue of Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom is the clearest representation of the
conflict between right and wrong and belief and disbelief with regard to the extreme

deviations that eventually led to unbelief and vacated the Islamic concept of its actual
components within the Muslim community. The issue also depicts the incontrovertible
situation of the righteous party who were exposed to this great injustice,

.irresponsible behavior and disgrace because of their principled stand

Imam al-Husayn’s situation and attitude to this clash is incontestable and agreed
upon by all Muslims without exception despite the political and cultural efforts the
Umayyad rulers and their followers exerted to disfigure the great uprising and paint
the position of Yazid and the Umayyad ruling authorities with a color of religious

.legality

Also, they made other attempts to keep the public silent and made them surrender to
the unjust rulers and submit to their rule by presenting themselves as religiously legal

authorities. This culture spread among the public after the

p: 146
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(ruling authorities despotically controlled and dominated the Islamic homeland.(1

Hence, the issue of Imam al-Husayn’s martyrdom has survived as a signpost which
directs towards true guidance those who stray off and wander in the murk of
distortion and deception and from which the strivers, revolutionists, and freedom

.fighters obtain accurate potential, power, and determination

Moral Values

Imam al-Husayn’s historic uprising and then martyrdom upholds all human and moral

.values. It therefore embodies a school of genuine Islamic teachings

The secret of the endurance of this great uprising in influence and interaction lies in its
tremendous moral content, which is compatible with basic human nature. The
uprising of Imam al-Husayn ('a) embodied dignity, decorum, self-esteem, courage,
altruism, kindness to everyone including enemies, steadfastness on principles, and
endurance in misfortunes, pain, and difficulties. It also demonstrated exertion of all
possible efforts to guide and save the lives of the people as well as maintain an ideal
relationship with one’s relatives, friends, and followers and the leadership, the
community, and other people of different nationalities. In fact, representatives of
other peoples and nationalities stood by Imam al-Husayn (‘a) and suffered part of his

.astounding tragedy

When put into practice during times of tribulation and colored with blood and sacrifice,
,these values and ideals attain a special significance that is different in profundity

p: 147

.Further details about this topic have been cited in some of my other studies - - 1
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.rank and level from all other values and ideals when raised as mere cultural slogans

The Massive Dimension of Sacrifice

Imam al-Husayn’s uprising is distinguished by its high rank and massive magnitude of
sacrifice for the sake of Islam and the Muslim nation. Besides giving up his soul and
wealth as well as the souls of his sons, brothers and companions, Imam al-Husayn ('a)
sacrificed other family members and his women exposing them to the ordeal of

.captivity and aggression

However, Almighty Allah protected them and saved them from the consequences and
.other tragic ramifications of captivity

Moreover, Imam al-Husayn (‘a) sacrificed himself and the group of virtuous,
righteous, and honorable scholars and individuals who stood with him. Each one of
these companions could have become a great school of knowledge and ethics or a

.prominent guide and instructor of the Muslim community

When facing such perils in the conflict against unbelief and deviation, one might hang
back or choose to keep silent and surrender because the conflict would require a
massive amount of sacrifice. Throughout history, many people who had good
intentions, sound ideas, and clear prospects stopped, developed reservations, or
failed to carry on their conflicts against injustice because of the massive pressure of

.the enemies

This fact was visible in the responses of some virtuous personalities during the time of
Imam al-Husayn (‘a). Some advised the Imam (‘a) not to head for Iraq, such as
Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah, ‘Abdullah ibn Ja‘far, and ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas who

were the closest to him (‘a) and

p: 148
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shared his views about the ruling regime. However, they did not agree with his views
.about self-sacrifice and altruism

Clarity in Seeking the Truth

Imam al-Husayn’s uprising and martyrdom contrasts the fairness and truth of his
own stance and the injustice with which he was treated. At the same time it reveals
the falsity and viciousness of the party led by Yazid. Due to this clarity, feelings were
shaken and the way was opened before the Muslim nation to aggressively participate

.in this tragedy and its objectives

This clarity was one of the main objectives that Imam al-Husayn (‘a) planned in his
uprising. He (‘a) paved the way for his uprising through dexterous informative work,
powerful political speech, efficacious interaction with the masses and by adopting the

.preferable approach to the prerequisites and needs of that stage of Islam

As a result, the Muslim community asked the Imam (‘a) to take the leadership and
confront the despotic rulers. Public support was gathered by educating and spiritually
arousing the masses to respond to the Imam’s uprising. Although the people did not
have enough willpower, courage, and determination to participate in his revolutionary

.action, they believed in the validity of the objectives and motives of the uprising

Undoubtedly, the clarity of objective in the uprising of Imam al-Husayn (‘a) was
obvious but the Muslim nation had cold feet and responded to his calls for uprising
with dejection and betrayal. These two factors had a great impact on stirring up the
moral spirit of the virtuous community whose members felt sorrow, pain, and regret

.and vowed to do something lest such a painful encounter take place again

p: 149
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It was improbable that those who had committed the sin (of abandoning the Imam

(‘a)) would feel sorry and regretful. What was possible was that all those who could
comprehend and apply the incident to their lives would understand this aspect and
feel sorry and regretful for having missed contributing to the Imam’s uprising. Maybe
they would not allow the political conditions of their own time to descend to such level
of lowliness and retardation and thus avoid falling in the same trap in which the others

.had fallen or face the same fate the others had faced

Multifaceted Tragedy

The tragedy of Imam al-Husayn (‘a) has multifaceted misfortunes including crimes

:like the following committed by Yazid’s followers

They brutally killed Imam al-Husayn’s sons, brothers, cousins and children, ( 1)
.including infants and adults

They also killed many leaders, chiefs, scholars, young and old men, women, friends ( 2)
(. and followers of Imam al-Husayn (‘a

His family members and those of the martyrs were subjected to plundering, ( 3)
.robbery, captivity, and mayhem

Psychological and physical torture, material and mental aggression, that took ( 4)
various forms, was inflicted on the bereaved members of his (‘a) and the martyrs’

.families

These excesses supplied Imam al-Husayn’s great uprising with a spiritual and moral

.momentum

Determination for Martyrdom

Imam al-Husayn’s group of active supporters was fully determined to attain
martyrdom and sacrifice everything for the sake of the matter and question, and

were prepared for the consequences even if they had to face them seventy
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times. This was the state of Imam al-Husayn (‘a) and his devotees who knew the
consequences and the fact that their uprising was not powerful enough to overthrow

.Yazid’s ruling regime

In conclusion, the martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn (‘a) and his followers came after
their determination to achieve martyrdom. This fact gives their martyrdom a spiritual
level difficult to imagine. Generally, martyrdom that is determined and chosen bears

.great spiritual and moral fruit

(Heir of the Divine Message and the Messenger (s

Imam al-Husayn (‘a) was heir to the divine message of Islam and the Messenger (s)
who nurtured him in childhood. He was also of Allah’s Messenger (s) who showed
deliberate care towards the sons of his daughter Fatimah (‘a) and cousin ‘Ali ibn Abi-
Talib (‘a) in order to heavily burden Muslims’ consciences when this son would be
martyred. Imam al-Husayn (‘a), together with Imam al-Hasan (‘a), Lady Zaynab and
Lady Kulthum (‘a)—his brother and sisters—represented the remaining offspring of

(. the Holy Prophet (s

p: 151
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The Tragedy and the Morale

Fifth Feature: In addition to their sacrifices and emphasis on self-sacrifice by bringing
to the fore the issue of Imam al-Husayn’s uprising and martyrdom, the Holy Imams

(‘a) confirmed that their followers will be exposed to various sorts of tribulations and
.ordeals

In this respect, Sharif al-Ra¤i (the compiler of Nahj al-Balaghah) has recorded that
when Sahl ibn Hunayf al-Sa‘idi passed away in Kufah immediately after his return
from the Battle of Siffin, Imam ‘Ali Amir al-Mu'minin ('a) was visibly grieved because

:he was one his best friends. He (‘a) said

.تَفَاهَتََل لٌبَجَ  یِنَّبحَأَ  وَْل 

Even

(if a mountain loves me, it will definitely collapse.(1

Explaining this word, Sharif al-Ra¤i states that ordeals pounce upon one who loves
Imam ‘Ali ('a) and afflict him with various sorts of misfortunes. Such ordeals attack
none but the pious, upright, well-chosen, and good people. Similar to this meaning is

:another maxim of Imam ‘Ali in which he says

َّدعِتَسْیَْلفَ تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  انََّبحَأَ  نْمَ 

.اًبابَْلجِ رِْقفَْلِل 

Whoever

loves us, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), must ready himself for poverty with which he

(must dress himself.(2

Moreover, trials and tests are among the inevitable necessities of true faith, since
.they measure the degree of faith one has

p: 152
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.Nahj al-Balaghah, Maxim No. 111 - - 1
.Nahj al-Balaghah, Maxim No. 112 - - 2
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Shaykh al-Kulayni, through a valid chain of authority, has reported ‘Abd al-Rahman

ibn al-Hajjaj as saying that when the trials that smite the faithful believers in
:particular were discussed before Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), he commented as follows

لُوسُرَ لَِئسُ 

: لَاقَفَ ءًلاََب ؟ سِاَّنلا  ُّدشَأَ  نْمَ  هِِلآوَ : هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا 

دُْعَب نُِمؤْمُْلا  یلَتَْبُیوَ  .لُثَْملأَافَ  لُثَْملأَا  َّمُث  نَوُّیِبَّنلا ،

هُُنامَ - يإِ َّحصَ  نْمَفَ  .هِِلامَعْأَ  نِسْحُوَ  هِِنامَ  - يإ رِدْقَ  یلَعَ 

فَعُضَوَ هُُنامَ  - يإ فَخُسَ  نْمَوَ  هُؤُلاََب ، َّدتَشْإ  هُُلمَعَ  نَسُحَوَ 

.هُؤُلاََب َّلقَ  هُُلمَعَ 

Allah’s Messenger (s) was asked, “Who are the

most afflicted with ordeals in this world?” He (s) answered, “They are the

Prophets (‘a) and then the nearest to them descending downwardly. A

faithful believer is tested according to the amount of his faith and good

deeds. Those whose faith is sound and deeds are excellent will be tested more

intensely than the others. Those whose faith is deficient and deeds are weak

(are tested the least.”(1

,Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

اللهَا َّنإ 

هُلَهْأَ لُجَُّرلا  دُهَاعَتَیَ  امَکَ  ءِلاَبَْلاِب  نَِمؤْمُْلا  دُهَاعَتَیََل 

یمِحْیَ امَکَ  ایَْنُّدلا  نَِم  هِیمِحْیَوَ  هِبَْیغَْلا  نَِم  هَِّیدِهَْلاِب 

.ضَیرِمَْلا بُیِبَّطلا 
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,Verily

Almighty Allah is attentive towards the faithful believers through calamities

in the same way as an absent husband attends to his wife with gifts. He also

protects them from worldly seductions in the same way that a physician

(protects his patient.(2

:Al-Husayn ibn `Alwan has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said the following to Sadir

p: 153

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 2:6-9, H. 1. In the same chapter of this - - 1
reference book, there are several authentically reported traditions demonstrating the

.same thing
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 2:6-9, H. 9 - - 2
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اَّنإوَ .اًّتغَ  ءِلاَبَْلاِب  هَُّتغَ  اًد  - بْعَ َّبحَأَ  اذَإ  اللهَا  َّنإ 

.یسِمُْنوَ هِِب  حُِبصُْنَل  رُیدِسَ ، ایَ  مْکُاَّیإوَ ،

Verily, when Almighty Allah loves one of His

servants, He will thrust him abruptly into tribulations. O Sadir, you and we

(are entering upon morns and eves with such tribulations.(1

Addressing their partisans, the Holy Imams (‘a) confirmed that none deserves to be
Shi‘ite except certain individuals who are ready to make such high-ranking sacrifices.
They (‘a) used to test the sincerity and honesty of their true Shi‘ah (i.e. followers)

.through their propensities towards self-sacrifice

Describing the righteous among his companions, Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a)
:ascribed this feature to them, saying

مُُتْنأَ

مَوْیَ نُنَجُْلاوَ  نِیِّدلا ، یف  نُاوَخُلإِاوَ  ِّقحَْلا ، یلَعَ  رُاصَْنلأَا 

، رَِبدْمُْلا بُرِضْأَ  مْکُِب  سِاَّنلا ، نَودُ  هَُناطَِبْلاوَ  سِأْبَْلا ،

نَِم هَّیِلخَ  هحَصَانَمُِب  ینوُنیعِأَفَ  لِِبْقمُْلا ، هَعَاطَ  وجُرْأَوَ 

سِاَّنلا یَلوْلأَ  یِّنإِ  اللهِاوَفَ  بِْیَّرلا ؛ نَِم  همَیِلسَ  ِّشغِْلا ،

.سِاَّنلاِب

You

are the supporters of the Truth, the brethren in faith, the shield on the Day

of Tribulation, and (my) trustees among the rest of the people. With your

support, I strike he who turns away and hope for the obedience of he who comes
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forward. Therefore, extend to me your support, which is free from deceit and

pure from doubt because, by Allah, I am the most preferable of all for the

(people.(2

Similarly, many traditions have been reported from the Holy Imams (‘a) concerning
their encouragement of their followers to sacrifice themselves, risk themselves, give,

.offer, and strive for the sake of Almighty Allah

Let us display some of these facts, instructions, and

p: 154

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 2:6-9, H. 11 - - 1
.Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 118 - - 2
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:guidelines

Abu-Jamilah has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying that Imam ‘Ali Amir al-
:Mu'minin’s precept for his companions was as follows

رِاهََّنلاوَ لِْیَّللا  يدَ  نَآرْقُْلا هُ- َّنأَ  اومُلَعْإ 

تْرَضَحَ اذَإفَ  .هٍقَافَوَ  دٍهْجَ  نِْم  نَاکَ  امَ  یلَعَ  مِِلظْمُْلا  لِْیَّللا  رُوُنوَ 

هٌَلزِاَن تَْلزََن  اذَإوَ  مْکُسِفُْنأَ ، نَودُ  مْکَُلاوَْمأَ  اوُلعَجْافَ  هٌَّیِلَب 

کَلَهَ نْمَ  کَِلاهَْلا  َّنأَ  اومُلَعْإوَ  .مْکُِنیدِ  نَودُ  مْکُسَفُْنأَ  اوُلعَجْافَ 

، هَِّنجَْلا دَْعَب  رَْقفَ  هَُّنإوَ لاَ  لاَأَ  .هُنَیدِ  بَرِحُ  نْمَ  بُیرِحَْلاوَ  هُُنیدِ ،

ءُرَْبیَ لاَوَ  اهَرُیسِأَ  ُّکفَُی  لاَ  رِاَّنلا ؛ دَْعَب  ینَغِ  هَُّنإوَ لاَ  لاَأَ 

.اهَرُیرِضَ

Be it

known to you that the Qur’an is guidance during night and day and in the dim

of gloomy nights, because it suffices from all fatigue and indigence. If you

are afflicted with a tribulation, you must protect yourselves with your

wealth, but if a catastrophe afflicts you, you must then protect your

religion with your souls. Know that one who has truly perished is he whose

religion has perished, and one who has truly been despoiled is he whose

religion has been despoiled. Verily, there shall be no poverty after Paradise and there
shall be no wealth after Hellfire whose captive shall never be released

(and whose blindness shall never be cured.(1

:Imam ‘Ali (‘a) is reported to have said
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اَّمأَ

اللهُا هُحَتَفَ  هَِّنجَلا ، بِاوَْبأَ  نِْم  بٌاَب  دَاهَجِْلا  َّنإِفَ  دُْعَب ،

اللهِا عُرْدِوَ  يوَْقَّتلا ، سُابِل  وَهُوَ  هِِئایَِلوْأَ ، هَِّصاخَِل 

هُْنعَ هًبَغْرَ  هُکَرَتَ  نْمَفَ  هُقَیِثوَلا ، هُُتَّنجُوَ  هُنَیصِحَلا ،

رِاغََّصلاِب ثَِّیدُوَ  ءُلاَبَلا ، هُلَمِشَوَ  ِّلُّذلا ، بَوَْث  اللهُا  هُسَبَلأَ 

ُّقحَلا لَیدِأُوَ  بِاهَسْلاِْاِب ، هِِبْلقَ  یلَعَ  بَرِضُوَ  هِءَامَقَلاوَ ،

.فَصََّنلا عَِنُموَ  فَسْخَلا ، مَیسِوَ  دِاهَجِلا ، عِیِیضْتَِب  هُْنِم 

Now

then, surely jihad (i.e. striving for Almighty Allah’s sake) is one of the

doors of Paradise, which Allah has opened for His chief friends. It is the

.dress of piety and the protective armor of Allah and His trustworthy shield

Whoever abandons it, Allah covers him with the dress of disgrace and the

clothes of distress. He is kicked with contempt and scorn, and his heart is

veiled with screens (of neglect). Truth is taken away from him because of

(missing jihad. He has to suffer ignominy, and justice is denied to him.(2

p: 155

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:216, H. 2 - - 1
.Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 27 - - 2
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Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi, has reported on the authority of Imam al- . 3
,Sadiq (‘a) that the Holy Prophet (s) said

ِّلظِ تَحْتَوَ  فِْیَّسلا  یِف  هُُّلکُ  رُْیخَْلاَ 

دُیِلاقَمَ فُوُیُّسلاوَ  .فُْیَّسلا  َّلاإ  سَاَّنلا  مُیقُِی  لاَوَ  .فِْیَّسلا 

.رِاَّنلاوَ هَِّنجَْلا 

The

entirety of goodness lies in swords and under their shadows. Nothing amends

(people except swords. Swords are verily the keys of Paradise and Hellfire.(1

Although this evaluation and comprehensive understanding of jihad has expansive
denotations, the Holy Imams (‘a) did not stop at it; rather, they expounded and
explained its laws and gave it more expansive significance in practical life—

.significance that includes honest words, distinguished behavior, and virtuous deeds

We can observe that these high spirits of propensity towards self-sacrifice and strife
for Almighty Allah’s sake

p: 156

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:5, H. 1. The authenticity of this tradition is - - 1
corroborated by other traditions that are mentioned in the same chapter of this

.reference book
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are among the basic features identifying the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). They
also perpetuate this spiritual momentum in the Muslim nation to face the various

.circumstances to which they are exposed

p: 157
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Perseverance

Sixth Feature: The Holy Imams (‘a) imbued their followers with the spirit of resistance
and perseverance and tolerance at times of misfortune, pain and ordeal during

.confrontations in order to overcome their enemies

The Holy Qur’an has laid great emphasis on perseverance. The Holy Prophet (s), too,
expresses the significance of perseverance through many pieces of advice and
teaches us to learn lessons from the experiences of the earlier Prophets (‘a). The Holy

:Qur’an thus reads

لِسُُّرلا نَِم  مِزْعَْلا  وُلوأُ  رَبَصَ  امَکَ  رِْبصْافَ 

Therefore, bear up

.patiently as did the messengers endowed with constancy bear up with patience

(46:35)

نَیرِِباَّصلا عَمَ  هَُّللاوَ  هَِّللا  نِذْإِِب  هًرَیِثکَ  هًئَِف  تْبَلَغَ  هٍلَیِلقَ  هٍئَِف  نِْم  مْکَ  هَِّللا  وُقالَُم  مْهَُّنأَ  نَوُّنظُیَ  نَیذَِّلا  لَاقَ 

نَیرِِفاکَْلا مِوْقَْلا  یلَعَ  اَنرْصُْناوَ  انَمَادَْقأَ  تِّْبَثوَ  ارًْبصَ  انَْیلَعَ  غْرِْفأَ  انََّبرَ  اوُلاقَ  هِدِوُنجُوَ  تَوُلاجَِل  اوزُرََب  اَّمَلوَ 

هَِّللا نِذْإِِب  مْهُوُمزَهَفَ 

Those

who were sure that they would meet their Lord said, “How often has a small

party vanquished a numerous host by Allah's permission, and Allah is with the

,patient.” And when they went out against Goliath and his forces they said

Our Lord, pour down upon us patience, make our steps firm, and assist us“

against the unbelieving people.” So, they put them to flight by Allah's

(permission. (2:249-251
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To arouse the spirit of steadfastness and perseverance in their followers, the Holy
Imams (‘a) used many methods that we can observe in their discourses, precepts,

:and practices

They emphasized the significance and role of perseverance in the accomplishment ( 1)
of man’s spiritual perfection and success in this world and the Hereafter by

p: 158
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drawing their attention to what the Holy Qur’an had corroborated in this field, and
through their discourses. Many traditions have been reported from them in this field.
For instance, the famous book of Wasa'il al-Shi‘ah has an independent chapter
dealing with this subject. The Holy Imams (‘a), through numerous traditions, intended

.to implant this aspect in their followers’ mentalities

Hafs ibn Ghiyath has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as addressing him with the following
:words

، لاًیِلقَ رَبَصَ  رَبَصَ  نْمَ  َّنإ  صُْفحَ ! ایَ 

، كَرِوُمأُ عِیمِجَ  یِف  رِْبَّصلاِب  کَْیلَعَ  .لاًٍیِلقَ  عَزَجَ  عَزَجَ  نْمَ  َّنإوَ 

هُرَمَأَفَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اًدَّمحَُم  ثَعََب  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإفَ 

كَرَابَتَ لَاقَوَ  الًیِلقَ } مْهُْلِّهمَوَ  هِمَْعَّنلا  یِلوأُ  نَیِبِّذکـَمُْلاوَ  یِنرْذَوَ  الًیمِجَ  ارًجْهَ  مْهُرْجُهْاوَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  امـَ  یلَعَ  رِْبصْاوَ  : } لَاقـَفَ قِْفِّرلاوَ ، رِْبَّصلاِـب 
ٍّظحَ وذُ  اَّلإِ  اهَاَّقلَُی  امَوَ  اورُبَصَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّلإِ  اهَاَّقلَُی  امَوَ  مٌیمِحَ  ٌّیِلوَ  هَُّنأَکَ  هٌوَادَعـَ  هُنَْیَبوَ  کَنَْیَب  يذَِّلا  اذَإِفـَ  نُسَحْأَ  یَهِ  یِتَّلاِـب  عْفَدْا  یَلاعـَتَوَ { :

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  رَبَصَفَ  مٍیظِعَ }

لَزَْنأَفَ هُرُدْصَ ، قَاضَفَ  .اهَِب  هُوْمَرَوَ  مِِئاظَعَْلاِب  هُوُلاَن  یَّتحَ  هِِلآوَ 

نَوُلوقُیَ امَِب  كَرُدْصَ  قُیضِیَ  کََّنأَ  مُلَْعَن  دْقََلوَ  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا 

.کَِلذَِل نَزِحَفَ  هُوْمَرَوَ ، هُوُُبَّذکَ  َّمُث  نَیدِجِاَّسلا } نَِم  نْکُوَ  کَِّبرَ  دِمْحَِب  حِّْبسَفَ 

نَودُحَجْیَ هَِّللا  تِایَآِب  نَیمِِلاَّظلا  َّنکَِلوَ  کََنوُبِّذکَُی  اَل  مْهَُّنإِفَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  يذَِّلا  کَُنزُحْیََل  هَُّنإِ  مُلَْعَن  دْقَ  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَزَْنأَفَ 

إِبََن نِْم  كَءَاجـَ  دْقـََلوَ  هَِّللا  تِامـَِلکَِل  لَِّدبـَُم  اَـلوَ  اَنرُصـَْن  مْهُاتـَأَ  یَّتحَ  اوذُوأُوَ  اوُبِّذکـُ  امـَ  یلَعَ  اورُبَصَفَ  کَِـلْبقَ  نِْم  لٌسـُرُ  تَْبِّذکـُ  دْقـََلوَ 
{ نَیِلسَرْمُْلا

یَّلصَ ُّیِبَّنلا  مَزَْلأَفَ 

كَرَابَتَ اللهَا  اورُکَذَفَ  اوَّْدعَتَفَ  .رَْبَّصلا  هُسَْفَن  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

، یضِرْعِوَ یِلهْأَوَ  یسِْفَن  یِف  تُرْبَصَ  دْقَ  لَاقَفَ : .هُوُبَّذکَوَ  یَلاعَتَوَ 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصـَ  ُّیِبَّنلا  رَبَصَفَ  الًیمِجَ } ارًجْهَ  مْهُرْجُهْاوَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  امَ  یلَعَ  رِْبصْاوَ  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَزَْنأَفـَ  .یهَِلإ  رِکْذِ  یلَعَ  یِل  رَْبصَ  ـَلاوَ 
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یِف

، رِْبَّصلاِب اوفُصِوُوَ  هَِّمِئلأَاِب  هِِترَْتعِ  یِف  رََّشَب  َّمُث  .هِِلاوَحْأَ  عِیمِجَ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  لَاقَ  کَِلذَ  دَْنعِفَ  نَوُنِقوُی } انَِتایَآِب  اوُناکَوَ  اورُبَصَ  اَّمَل  اَنرِْمأَِب  نَودُهْیَ  هًَّمِئأَ  مْهُْنِم  انَْلعَجَوَ  : } هُؤُانََث َّلجَ  لَاقَفَ 

َّزعَ اللهُا  رَکَشَفَ  .دِسَجَْلا  نَِم  سِْأَّرلاکَ  نِامَیلإا  نَِم  رُْبَّصلا  هِِلآوَ :

هَُّنإ هِِلآوَ : هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  لَاقَفَ  الًیمِجَ } ارًجْهَ  مْهُرْجُهْاوَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  امَ  یلَعَ  رِْبصْاوَ  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَزَْنأَفَ  هَُل ، کَِلذَ  َّلجَوَ 

نَیکِرِشْمُْلا لَاتَِق  هَُل  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  حَاَبأَفَ  .مٌاقَِتْنإوَ  يرَشُْب 

: لَزَْنأَفَ

یلَعَ اللهُا  مُهُلَتَقَفَ  نَوشُرِْعیَ } اوُناکَ  امَوَ  هُُموْقَوَ  نُوْعَرِْف  عُنَصْیَ  نَاکَ  امَ  اَنرَّْمدَوَ  اورُبَصَ  امَِب  لَیِئارَسْإِ  یِنَب  یلَعَ  ینَسْحُْلا  کَِّبرَ  تُمَِلکَ  تَّْمتَوَ  }
اللهِا لِوسُرَ  يْدَیَ 

عَمَ هِرِْبصَ  بَاوََث  هَُل  لَعَجَوَ  هِِئاَّبحِأَوَ ، هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

نَِم جْرُخْیَ  مَْل  بَسَتَحْاوَ  رَبَصَ  نْمَفَ  .هِرَخِلآا  یِف  هَُل  رَخََّدا  امَ 

رُخَِّدیَ امَ  عَمَ  هِِئادَعْأَ  یِف  هُنَْیعَ  هَُل  اللهُا  َّرقُِی  یَّتحَ  ایَْنُّدلا 

.هِرَخِلآا یِف  هَُل 

O Hafs, whoever perseveres

(will in fact persevere for a short while(1

.and whoever breaks down will break down for a short while

You must thus persevere in

all your affairs. Verily, Almighty Allah has sent Muhammad (s) (as His

messenger) and ordered him to be patient and lenient. He thus says, “Bear

patiently what they say and avoid them with a becoming avoidance. Leave Me to
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(” deal with the rejecters, the lords of ease and plenty. (73:10-11

He also says, “Repel evil

with what is best, when lo! He who was your enemy would be as if he were a

warm friend. None is made to receive it but those who are patient and none is

(” made to receive it but those who have a mighty good fortune. (41:34-35

So, the Holy Prophet (s) continued

to deal with them patiently until they forged unbearable things against him

and accused him falsely of these things; therefore, he was distressed at what

they had forged against him. As a result, Almighty Allah revealed to him the

!following: “Surely, We know that your breast straitens at what they say

Therefore, celebrate the praise of your Lord and be of those who make

(” obeisance. (15:97-98

They then belied and

accused him of fabrications that made him sad. So, Almighty Allah revealed to

,him the following: “We know indeed that what they say certainly grieves you

but surely they do not call you a liar, but the unjust deny the

communications of Allah. Certainly, messengers before you were rejected, but

they were patient on being rejected and persecuted until Our help came to

(” them. (6:33-34

Although the Holy Prophet
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s) committed himself to patience, they transgressed all limits when they)

began to speak irreverently of Almighty Allah and belied Him. So, the Holy

Prophet (s) said, “I have borne patiently what they said about myself, my

family, and my honor, but I cannot stand anymore what they are speaking

profanely of my Lord.” So, Almighty Allah revealed the following: “Bear

patiently what they say. (73:10)” So, the Holy Prophet (s) remained patient

.under all conditions

Then, Almighty Allah gave

him the good tidings of the Imams being from his offspring and ascribed

perseverance to them, saying, “We made of them Imams to guide by Our command

(” when they were patient and they were certain of Our communications. (32:24

Only then, the Holy Prophet (s) declared, “The position of patience to faith

.” is as the position of the head to the body

For this situation, Almighty Allah thanked His Prophet (s) and revealed

to him the following: “The good word of your Lord was fulfilled in the

children of Israel because they bore up (sufferings) patiently and We utterly

.destroyed what Pharaoh and his people had wrought and what they built

The Holy Prophet (s) understood the good tidings and the punishment (” 7:137)

.of Almighty Allah mentioned in this verse

Then, Almighty Allah
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allowed him to fight against the polytheists, saying, “Slay the idolaters

wherever you find them, and take them captives and besiege them and lie in

(” wait for them in every ambush. (9:5)” “Kill them wherever you find them. (2:191

So, Almighty Allah slew them at the hands of His Messenger (s) and those who

love Him. He also kept for His Messenger (s) the reward of patience along

.with what He had already kept for him in the Hereafter

,Succinctly

whoever draws on patience will never depart this world before Almighty Allah

delights him concerning his enemies not to mention what He has stored for him

(in the Hereafter.(2

p: 159

The Holy Imam (‘a) means that one who is patient will be so for a short while, - - 1
because he is either patient for his whole life, which is relatively short (when
compared to the other life, which is the reward of his patience) or for the time of

.tribulation, which is also short
Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:88-89, H. 3; Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:207, - - 2

(. H. 1 (as quoted from the earlier reference book
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:Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (‘a) has also reported the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

p: 162
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لُانَُی نٌامَزَ لاَ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  یِتأْیَسَ 

بِصْغَْلاِب َّلاإ  ینَغِْلا  لاَوَ  رُِّبجََّتلاوَ ، لِْتقَْلاِب  َّلاإ  کُْلمُْلا  هِیِف 

.يوَهَْلا عِابَِّتاوَ  نِیِّدلا  جِارَخِْتسْاِب  َّلاإ  هَُّبحَمَْلا  لاَوَ  لِخُْبْلاوَ ،

یلَعَ رُدِْقیَ  وَهُوَ  رِْقفَْلا  یلَعَ  رَبَصَفَ  نَامََّزلا  کَِلذَ  كَرَدْأَ  نْمَفَ 

رَبَصَوَ هَِّبحَمَْلا ، یلَعَ  رُدِْقیَ  وَهُوَ  هِضَْغُبْلا  یلَعَ  رَبَصَوَ  ینَغِْلا ،

نَیسِمْخَ بَاوََث  اللهُا  هُاتَآ  ِّزعِْلا  یلَعَ  رُدِْقیَ  وَهُوَ  ِّلُّذلا  یلَعَ 

.یِب قََّدصَ  نَّْمِم  اًقیِّدصِ 

After me, there shall come upon people an age in

,which sovereignty cannot be gained except by means of killing and arrogance

wealth cannot be obtained except by means of usurpation and stinginess, and

amicability cannot be attained except by means of disregarding the religious

affairs and pursuing the whims. So, as for him who lives in that time and

tolerates poverty while he can be rich, tolerates humility while he can be a

,master, and tolerates people’s displeasure while he can obtain their respect

Almighty Allah will give him the rewards of fifty veracious men who have

(believed in me.(1

The Holy Imams (‘a) interpreted tribulations and ordeals (that afflict the faithful ( 2)
believers) to be means of nearness to Almighty Allah and divine favor. Providing
examples, they referred to their personal tribulations and ordeals. Previously, I have

.introduced some traditions demonstrating this issue

The Holy Imams (‘a) averred that submission to and satisfaction with such ( 3)
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tribulations and ordeals are in themselves high ranks of belief in Almighty Allah Who

confers them upon none but His elite servants. Of course, this fact stirs up in souls the
feelings of satisfaction, tranquility, steadfastness, and resistance. A statement in a

p: 163

Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:91, H. 12; al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:208, H. 2 - - 1
(. (as quoted from the earlier reference book
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:famous formula of ziyarah reads

َّمهَُّللاَ

هًرَِباصَ کَِئاضَقَِب … هًیَضِارَ  كَرِدَقَِب ، هًَّنِئمَطُْم  یسِْفَن  لْعَجْافَ 

.کَِئلاََب لِوزُُن  یلَعَ 

O

Allah, cause my soul to be fully tranquil with Your decrees, satisfied with

(Your providence… and steadfast against affliction of Your tribulations.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نِعَ اضَِّرلاوَ  رُْبَّصلا  اللهِا  هِعَاطَ  سُْأرَ 

اللهِا نِعَ  دٌْبعَ  یضَرْیَ  لاَوَ  .هَرِکَ  وْأَ  دُْبعَْلا  َّبحَأَ  امَ  یِف  اللهِا 

وْأَ َّبحَأَ  امَ  یِف  هَُل  اًرْیخَ  نَاکَ  َّلاإ  هَرِکَ  وْأَ  َّبحَأَ  امَ  یِف 

.هَرِکَ

The apex

of obedience to Almighty Allah is perseverance and satisfaction with Allah regardless

of whether His servant likes or dislikes the circumstances. Whenever a

servant is pleased with Almighty Allah in what he likes or dislikes, this

(shall certainly be better for him than the matter that he liked or disliked.(2

:Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) is reported to have said

تِاجَرَدَ یلَعْأَفَ  ءٍازَجْأَ ؛ هُرَشَعَ  دُهُّْزلا 

یَندْأَ عِرَوَْلا  تِاجَرَدَ  یلَعْأَوَ  .عِرَوَْلا  تِاجَرَدَ  یَندْأَ  دِهُّْزلا 
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.اضَِّرلا تِاجَرَدَ  یَندْأَ  نِیقِیَْلا  تِاجَرَدَ  یلَعْأَوَ  .نِیقِیَْلا  تِاجَرَدَ 

Asceticism

is of ten grades the highest of which is the lowest grade of piety. The

highest grade of piety is the lowest grade of conviction. The highest grade

(of conviction is the lowest grade of satisfaction.(3

The Holy Imams (‘a) assured their followers that their fate and future was the ( 4)
.same as their own

p: 164

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, Ziyarah of Amin Allah - - 1
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:60, H. 1 - - 2

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:62, H. 10 - - 3

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 420 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_164_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The Holy Imams (‘a) also explained in detail the great rewards that their followers ( 5)
.will win for attaching themselves to them and suffering because of it

Such attachment and sufferings shall be the reason for acceptance of their deeds and
.redemption on the Day of Resurrection

Al-‘Ala' ibn Muhammad has reported that he asked Imam al-Baqir (‘a) about the
:meaning of the following holy verse

امًیحِرَ ارًوفُغَ  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  تٍانَسَحَ  مْهِِتائَِّیسَ  هَُّللا  لُِّدبَُی  کَِئَلوأُفَ  احًِلاصَ  الًمَعَ  لَمِعَوَ  نَمَآوَ  بَاتَ  نْمَ  اَّلإِ 

These

are they of whom Allah changes the evil deeds to good ones, and Allah is

(Forgiving, Merciful. (25:70

:The Imam (‘a) answered

مَوْیَ بِِنذْمُْلا  نِِمؤْمُْلاِب  یتَؤُْی 

وَهُ یَلاعَتَ  اللهُا  نُوکُیَفَ  بِاسَحِْلا ، فِِقوْمَِب  مَاقَُی  یَّتحَ  هِمَایَقِْلا 

.سِاَّنلا نَِم  اًدحَأَ  هِِباسَحِ  یلَعَ  عُِلطُْی  هَُباسَحِ لاَ  یَّلوَتَیَ  يذَِّلا 

َّزعَ اللهُا  لَاقَ  هِِتائَِّیسَِب  َّرقَأَ  اذَإ  یَّتحَ  هَُبوُنذُ ، هُُفِّرعَُیفَ 

لُوقُیَفَ .سِاَّنلِل “ اهَورُهِظْأَوَ  تٍانَسَحَ  اهَوُلِّدَب  : ” هِبَتَکَْلِل َّلجَوَ 

َّمُث هٌدَحِاوَ “!؟ هٌئَِّیسَ  دِْبعَْلا  اذَهَِل  نَاکَ  امَأَ  : ” ذٍِئنَیحِ سُاَّنلا 

، هِیَلآا لُیوِأْتَ  اذَهَفَ  .هَِّنجَْلا  یَلإ  هِِب  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  رُُمأْیَ 

.هٌَّصاخَ انَِتعَیشِ  نِْم  نَیِبِنذْمُْلا  یِف  یَهِوَ 

A

faithful believer, who has committed sins, will be brought on the Day of Resurrection
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for questioning. It will be Almighty Allah Who takes upon Himself the calling

to account of such servants so that none will witness it. Then, Almighty

Allah displays the sins that servant had committed and the servant will

confess to them. After that, Almighty Allah will order the Noble Writers to

change these sins into good deeds and then show them to the people. As they

see these records, the people will say to each other, “This servant has not

committed any single sin all his life.” Then, Almighty Allah will determine

Paradise for that servant. This is the interpretation of the verse. This is

(for our Shi‘ah exclusively.(1

p: 165

Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Amali, pp. 298-299, H. 8; Shaykh al-Tusi, al-Amali, pp. 72-73, H. - - 1
105; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:100, H. 4 (as quoted from the earlier

(. reference books
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On the authority of his fathers, Imam al-Ri¤a (‘a) has reported the Holy Prophet (s) as
:saying

بَوُنُّذلا رُِّفکَُی  تِْیبَْلا ، لَهْأَ  انَُّبحُ ،

نْعَ لَُّمحَتَیََل  یَلاعَتَ  اللهَا  َّنإوَ  .تِانَسَحَْلا  فُعِاضَُیوَ 

َّلاإِ دِابَعِْلا  مِِلاظَمَ  نِْم  مْهِْیلَعَ  امَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  انَیِّبحُِم 

لُوقُیَفَ .نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِل  مٍْلظُوَ  رٍارَضْإ  یلَعَ  اهَیِف  مْهُْنِم  نَاکَ  امَ 

“ .تٍانَسَحَ یِنوکُ  : ” تِائَِّیَّسلِل

To love us, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), erases

the sins and doubles the rewards. Verily, Almighty Allah shall take upon

Himself the responsibility of our lovers’ wrong deeds against others except

for the deeds that have caused loss and injustice to other faithful

(believers. He shall order the wrongdoings to change into good deeds.(1

In vol. 68 of Bihar al-Anwar, there is a section entitled ‘bab al-safh (Section:
Pardoning)’ comprising many authentic traditions that demonstrate the same purport

.of this tradition

If we combine these traditions with the other ones that specify piety and diligence as
stipulations for joining the community of Shi‘ism, we can conclude that the virtuous
community cannot include anyone except those who are characterized by piety and
diligence; however, if such individuals commit sins, they shall be forgiven by Almighty

Allah on account of their loyalty to the Ahl

p: 166

Shaykh al-Tusi, al-Amali, p. 164, H. 274; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:100, - - 1
(. H. 5 (as quoted from the earlier reference book
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.al-Bayt (‘a) and their sufferings because of this loyalty

p: 167
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Treatment Of Psychological Pressures

Seventh Feature: The Holy Imams (‘a) dealt with all the elements of the psychological
campaigns and political and informational attacks that their enemies waged against

.their followers

There are two strong negative issues, which mentally influenced the virtuous
:community

First Issue: The virtuous community was a minority compared to the majority of
Muslims, especially during the ages of the Holy Imams (‘a). Despite fewness in
number, the virtuous community used to live within the expansive Muslim

communities without having an independent entity or community. This fact made the
.members of the virtuous community feel mental and spiritual distress

Such psychological distress has been usual for all the small faithful communities

throughout the history of divine messages. In many verses, the Holy Qur’an has
treated this problem by referring to the small and big numbers of the parties of right
and wrong, indicating that fewness in number is usually observed for virtuous
communities, while deviation and perversity usually accompany the larger

,communities. For instance, the Holy Qur’an reads

نَیِنِمؤْمُِب تَصْرَحَ  وَْلوَ  سِاَّنلا  رُثَکْأَ  امَوَ 

Most

(men will not believe though you desire it eagerly. (12:103

رُوکَُّشلا يَدِابَعِ  نِْم  لٌیِلقَوَ 

Very

(few of My servants are grateful. (34:13

نَیِنِمؤُْم مْهُرُثَکْأَ  نَاکَ  امَوَ  هًیَآَل  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ 

Most
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(of them will not believe. (26:8

p: 168
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مْهُ امَ  لٌیِلقَوَ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّلإِ  ضٍْعَب  یلَعَ  مْهُضُْعَب  یغِْبیََل  ءِاطَلَخُْلا  نَِم  ارًیِثکَ  َّنإِوَ 

Most

surely, most of the partners act wrongfully towards one another save those

(who believe and do good. Very few are they. (38:24

Second Issue: The followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) were accused of protesting (raf¤),
sowing dissension among the Muslims, and opposing the larger Muslim community

that aimed at imposing sieges on the virtuous community attempting to make it seem
.unorthodox and remote from the truth isolating it from the larger Muslim community

Some such charges developed into formal verdicts claiming members of the virtuous
community to be atheistic, perverted, apostate, and therefore, killing or banishing

!them

The followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) used to feel great distress because of such
charges and besiegement; The Holy Imams (‘a) treated these two issues directly by
finding solutions to them; and indirectly by confirming that it was Almighty Allah Who

selected certain individuals to be their followers. As a result, to tolerate these charges
.and accompanying suffering patiently would bring about great rewards

They also assured their followers that their fate is connected to their Imams’ (‘a) fate
and that the Holy Qur’an makes exclusive references to them in the capacity of their

.being the only followers of the true religion of Almighty Allah

:The following are some examples of such confirmations

Utaybah, the reed trader, has reported that he told Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) that a man`

:said to him, “Do not ever be a Rafi¤i.” The Imam (‘a) commented

p: 169
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اللهُا مُکُحَنَمَ  يذَِّلا  مُسْلإا  مَْعِنَل  اللهِاوَ ،

.انَْیلَعَ نَوُبذِکْتَ  لاَوَ  انَِلوْقَِب  نَوذُخُأْتَ  مُْتْمدُ  امَ 

By

Allah I swear, how excellent this title is, which Almighty Allah has bestowed

upon you, as long as you carry out our commands and avoid forging lies

(against us.(1

Abu-Basir has reported that he said to Imam al-Baqir (‘a), “We have been given a title
because of which the ruling authorities are shedding our blood, confiscating our

.” properties, and persecuting us

?” The Imam (‘a) asked, “What is that title

!” Abu-Basir answered, “It is Rafi¤ah

,The Imam (‘a) commented

نَوْعَرِْف رِکَسْعَ  نِْم  لاًجُرَ  نَیعِْبسَ  َّنإ 

اًداهَِتجْإ َّدشَأَ  دٌحَأَ  یسَوُم  مِوْقَ  یِف  نْکُیَ  مْلَفَ  ع . )  ) یسَوُم اوْتَأَفَ  نَوْعَرِْف  اوضُفَرَ 

.هَضَِفاَّرلا یسَوُم  مُوْقَ  مهُاَّمسَفَ  .مْهُْنِم  نَورُاهَِل  اًّبحُ  َّدشَأَوَ 

یِف مَسْلإا  اذَهَ  مْهَُل  تِْبْثأَ  نْأَ  یسَوُم  یَلإ  اللهُا  یحَوْأَفَ 

.اللهُا هُومُکُلَحََن  دْقَ  مٌسْإ  کَِلذَوَ  .مْهُُتْلحََن  یِّنإفَ  هِارَوَّْتلا ،

Seventy men from the military forces of Pharaoh

(. had protested (raf¤) against Pharaoh and joined (Prophet) Moses (‘a

They thus were the most diligent and they loved (Prophet) Aaron (‘a) more

than anyone else did in the community of Moses (‘a). As a result, the other
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followers of Moses (‘a) called them Rafi¤ah. Almighty Allah revealed

to Moses (‘a) to record this title for them in the Torah, as gifted by the

(Lord to them. Hence, this title has been gifted to you by Almighty Allah.(2

p: 170

Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin: 1:256, H. 487; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:96, H. 1 (as - - 1
(. quoted from the earlier reference book

Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:257, H. 489; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:97, H. 3 (as - - 2
(. quoted from the earlier reference book

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 429 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_170_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:Ali ibn ‘Aqabah ibn Khalid has reported the following from his father‘

Mu`alla ibn Khunays and I visited Abu-‘Abdullah (Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)) When he looked
,at us, he welcomed us. He then sat down and said

، اللهِاوَ مُْتْنأَ ،

: یَلاعَتَوَ كَرَابَتَ  اللهُا  لَاقَ  .اللهِا  بِاتَکِ  یِف  بِابَْللأَا  اوُلوأُ 

، اورُشِْبأَفَ بِابَْلأَْلا }  وُلوأُ  رَُّکذَتَیَ  امََّنإِ  یمَعْأَ  وَهُ  نْمَکَ  ُّقحَْلا  کَِّبرَ  نِْم  کَْیَلإِ  لَزِْنأُ  امََّنأَ  مُلَْعیَ  نْمَفَأَ  }

نْإ مْکَُّنإوَ  امَأَ  .اللهِا  نَِم  نِْییَنَسْحُْلا  يدَحْإ  یلَعَ  مُْتْنأَ 

اللهُا یفَشَ  مْکُقَانَعْأَ ، هِْیَلإ  نَوُّدمُتَ  امَ  اوْرَتَ  یَّتحَ  مُْتیقَِب 

.مْکُِّودُعَ یلَعَ  مْکَُلادَأَوَ  مْکُِبوُلُق  ظَْیغَ  بَهَذْأَوَ  مْکُرَودُصُ 

{ مْهِِبوُلُق ظَْیغَ  بْهِذُْیوَ  نَیِنِمؤُْم  مٍوْقَ  رَودُصُ  فِشْیَوَ  : } یَلاعَتَوَ كَرَابَتَ  اللهِا  لُوْقَ  وَهُوَ 

مُْتْیضَمَ نْإوَ 

هُیَضِرَ يذَِّلا  اللهِا  نِیدِ  یلَعَ  مُْتْیضَمَ  کَِلذَ ، اوْرَتَ  نْأَ  لَْبقَ 

.هِْیلَعَ هُثَعََبوَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  هِِّیِبنَِل 

By Allah (I swear), you

are verily those described in the Book of Allah as being endued with

understanding. Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, says, “It is those who are

(” endued with understanding that receive admonition. (13:19

You are the object of

.Almighty Allah’s glad tidings of winning one of the two weighty things

If you survive until you
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witness that thing to which you are extending your necks (i.e. what you

ardently wish), then Almighty Allah will heal your breasts, remove the rancor

.of your hearts, and give you a hand over your enemies

,This is the word of Allah

the Blessed and Exalted, in the Qur’an saying, “…and He heals the breasts of

(” Believers and stills the indignation of their hearts. 9:14-15

If you pass away before

you can witness that, then you will have passed away following the very

religion of Allah that He has accepted for His Prophet (s) and for which He

(has appointed him.(1

p: 171

Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:272-273, H. 137; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:93, H. - - 1
(. 35 (as quoted from the earlier reference book
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Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-Tha‘labi has reported that he heard Ja‘far ibn Muhammad

:al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

انَُتعَیشِوَ هِقِْلخَ ، نِْم  اللهِا  هُرَیخِ  نُحَْن 

.هِِّیِبَن هَِّمأُ  نِْم  اللهِا  هُرَیخِ 

We are

the elite choice of Allah among His creatures and our Shi‘ah are

the elite choice of Allah among the community of His Prophet (s).(1)afa, p. 32, H. 17;
`Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:43, H. 88 (as quoted from the earlier reference
book).(2) reported Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) to have quoted the Holy Prophet (s)

:as saying

بٌایَِث مْهِْیلَعَ  مٌوْقَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  یِتأْیَ 

نَوَّْطخَتَیَ .دِوجُُّسلا  رِاَثآِب  نَوُفرَْعُی  رٌوُن ، مْهِهِوجُوُ  یلَعَ  رٍوُن ، نِْم 

مُهُطُِبْغیَ .نَیمِِلاعَْلا  ِّبرَ  يْدَیَ  نَْیَب  اورُیصِیَ  یَّتحَ  ٍّفصَ  دَْعَب  اًفّصَ 

، انَُتعَیشِ کَِئَلوأُ  .نَوحُِلاَّصلاوَ  ءُادَهَُّشلاوَ  هُکَِئلاَمَْلاوَ  نَوُّیِبَّنلا 

.مْهُُمامَإ ٌّیِلعَوَ 

On the

Day of Resurrection, a group of people dressed in clothes of light with

luminous faces identified by the signs of prostration will come. They will pass

the rows until they stand in front of the Lord of the Worlds. The prophets

a), the angels, the martyrs, and the righteous people will be glad for them…These )‘
,are our Shi‘ah

(and ‘Ali(‘a) is their Imam.(3
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p: 172

Muhammad ibn `Ali al-Tabari, Bisharat al-Mus - - 1
Muhammad ibn Qays and ‘ªmir ibn al-Sim - 2

Shaykh al-Saduq, Fa¤a'il al-Shi`ah, pp. 30-31, H. 26; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al- - - 3
(. Anwar 68:68, H. 123 (as quoted from the earlier reference book
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Abu-Basir has reported that he heard (Imam) Ja‘far ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq (‘a)
:saying

نُحَْن

.هِکَرَبَْلا تِْیَبوَ  هِمَْعِّنلا ، تِْیَبوَ  هِمَحَّْرلا ، تِْیَب  لُهْأَ 

تَْناکَ امَوَ  .مِلاَسْلإا  يرَعُ  انَُتعَیشِوَ  نٌایَْنُب ، ضِرْلأَا  یِف  نُحَْنوَ 

یَلإ اللهُا  ینَْثتَسْإ  دْقََلوَ  .انَِتعَیشِوَ  انََل  َّلاإ  مَیهِارَْبإ  هُوَعْدَ 

: لَاقَفَ سَیِلْبإ  یَلإ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ 

{ نٌاطَْلسُ مْهِْیلَعَ  کََل  سَْیَل  يدِابَعِ  َّنإِ  }

,We are the Household of mercy, the House of grace

and the House of blessing. In the earth, we are the structure and our Shi‘ah are

the handles of Islam. The supplicatory prayer of (Prophet) Abraham (‘a) was for

none save our Shi‘ah

and us. Up to the Day of Resurrection, Almighty Allah has excluded us from

the sway of Satan (Iblis), saying, “Surely, as regards My servants, you have

(no authority over them. (15:42)”(1

,Ibn ‘Abbas is reported to have said

تَْلزََن اَّمَل 

: هُیَلآا هِذِهَ 

ایَ تَْنأَ  وَهُ  هِِلآوَ : هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  لَاقَ  هَِّیرِبَْلا }  رُْیخَ  مْهُ  کَِئَلوأُ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  }

نَیضِارَ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  کَُتعَیشِوَ  تَْنأَ  یِتأْتَ  .کَُتعَیشِوَ  ُّیِلعَ 
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.نَیحِمَْقُم اًباضَغِ  كَُّودُعَ  یِتأْیَوَ  نَیِّیضِرْمَ ،

As revealed

in this holy verse: “As for those who believe and do good, surely they are

,the best of men. (98:7)” When it was revealed, Allah’s Messenger (s) said

These are your Shi‘ah“

and you, ‘Ali

a). On the Day of Resurrection, your Shi‘ah )‘

and you shall be pleased and well-satisfied, while your enemies shall be

(enraged and have their heads raised aloft.(2

p: 173

Tafsir al-`Ayyashi 2:243; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:35-36, H. 75 (as - 1
(. quoted from the earlier reference book

Shaykh al-Tusi, al-Amali, pp. 405-406, 671, H. 1414 (with little difference in the order of - 2
words but not in the meaning); Tafsir al-Tabari 30:171; Jalal al-Din al-Suyui, al-Durr al-

.Manthur 8:589; Ibn Hajar, al-Sawa`iq al-Muhriqah, p. 161
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Being pleased and well-satisfied is an indication to this verse, which follows the earlier
:one

هَُّبرَ یَشِخَ  نْمَِل  کَِلذَ  هُْنعَ  اوضُرَوَ  مْهُْنعَ  هَُّللا  یَضِرَ  ادًَبأَ  اهَیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ  رُاهَْنأَْلا  اهَِتحْتَ  نِْم  يرِجْتَ  نٍدْعَ  تُاَّنجَ  مْهِِّبرَ  دَْنعِ  مْهُؤُازَجَ 

Their

,reward with their Lord is gardens of perpetuity beneath which rivers flow

abiding therein forever; Allah is well pleased with them and they are well

(pleased with Him; that is for him who fears his Lord. (98:8

p: 174
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Inextinguishable Torch of Hope

Eighth Feature: The Holy Imams (‘a) endeavored to keep the torch of hope and the
far-reaching view of human perfection active to help endure all suffering in the future

.and ensure the continuity of human progress and achievement of goals

Islam has always urged its followers to maintain hope and has forbidden despair no
matter how difficult the circumstances be, how unsurpassable the obstacles, and how

.unbearable the pain

,In this respect, Almighty Allah says in the Holy Qur’an

نَیِمرِجْمُْلا مِوْقَْلا  نِعَ  انَسُأَْب  ُّدرَُی  اَلوَ  ءُاشََن  نْمَ  یَِّجُنفَ  اَنرُصَْن  مْهُءَاجَ  اوُبذِکُ  دْقَ  مْهَُّنأَ  اوُّنظَوَ  لُسُُّرلا  سَأَْیتَسْا  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ 

Respite will be granted

until the messengers give up hope of their people and come to think that they

were treated as liars. Then Our help reaches them and they are delivered into

(safety as We will. Never will those who are in sin escape Our punishment. (12:110

نَیذَِّلاوَ لُوسَُّرلا  لَوقُیَ  یَّتحـَ  اوُلزِْلزُوَ  ءُاَّرَّضلاوَ  ءُاسـَأْبَْلا  مُهُْتَّسمَ  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِْم  اوْلـَخَ  نَیذَِّلا  لُثـَمَ  مْکُِتأْیـَ  اَّمَلوَ  هََّنجَْلا  اوُلخُدْتـَ  نْأَ  مُْتْبسـِحَ  مْأَ 
بٌیرِقَ هَِّللا  رَصَْن  َّنإِ  اَلأَ  هَِّللا  رُصَْن  یتَمَ  هُعَمَ  اوُنمَآ 

Do you

think that you shall enter the Garden of bliss without such trials as came to

those who passed away before you? They encountered suffering and adversity

and were so shaken in spirit that even the Messenger (s) and those of faith

who were with him cried, “When will come the help of Allah?” Ah! Verily, the

(help of Allah is always near. (2:214

Under the harshest circumstances, the Holy Prophet (s) used to talk to his companions
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about hope and a bright future. In the battles of Uhud and al-Ahzab (the Allies), he

p: 175
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promised them the conquest of the countries of Khosrow the Persian, and Caesar the
.Roman, which were two great powers of that time

The enemies of Islam, the hypocrites, and the ill-hearted ones attempted to arouse
doubts and implant despair and despondency among Muslims so as to achieve their
wicked goals, as is cited in Surah al-Ahzab (No. 33) because as soon as the torch of
hope is extinguished and desperation creeps into the soul, man is defeated after
which he buckles before surrounding pressures and his despair becomes a lethal
weapon. At all times, psychological wars focus on one chief goal, which is,

.extinguishing the spirit of hope

However, the most important reason for building the virtuous community was the
issue of expecting the advent of the Rising(1) Imam, Mahdi (‘a). The Holy Imams (‘a),
besides confirming the advent of the last Imam (‘a) after his occultation and asking
their followers to believe in and wait in eager expectation of him, strove to make their
followers live the state of actual expectation of the Imam’s advent in all ages
including the ages of the Holy Imams (‘a) themselves. Accordingly, their followers
used to experience the likelihood that each Imam (‘a) might be the promised and
expected one to undertake the mission. This state supplied the virtuous community

with a dynamic and spiritual motive of achieving the final victory by overcoming the
.corrupt conditions of society caused by its doctrinal and moral deviations

However, this presentation had some negative impacts on the virtuous community

who were contemporaries of some

p: 176

The Arabic word al-Qa'im means one who rises to undertake the mission. It is the - - 1
.chief title of Imam Mahdi, the promised and expected
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of the Holy Imams (‘a). They believed that the Imam of their age was the expected
Imam and were not mentally prepared to accept the death of that Imam. This very
thing occurred to Imam Musa ibn Ja‘far al-Kazim (‘a), because his political movement

was so powerful that his companions believed him to be the Promised Imam. Hence,
when he was poisoned in prison, these companions could not believe that he had died.
Consequently, some of them believed that Imamate ended with him and a problem
took place in the milieus of the virtuous community after his martyrdom. However,
some of them believed in the Imamate of his successor, Imam ‘Ali ibn Musa al-Ri¤a

((‘a) who managed to overcome this problem afterwards.(1

In fact, such negative consequences soon vanish when the Holy Imams (‘a) overcome

them because of their capacity to convince their followers with the truth. The positive
.consequence always remains prevalent in the milieus of the virtuous community

In this manner, the expectation of the Promised Imam became a sort of worship—
which the Holy Prophet (s) maintained to be the most favorable of all devotional acts
—that the virtuous community practiced and took action on its basis. Subsequently,
paving the way for the advent of the Promised Imam has become one of the features
of this expectation and one of the effective factors of moving towards setting up the

.government of ultimate justice

To conclude, the issue of expecting the advent of the Promised Imam—may Allah
hasten his advent—and the confirmation of the particularities and features of this

p: 177

These circumstances will be discussed in further detail in one of the coming books - - 1
of this series when we discuss the situations of each of the Holy Imams (‘a)

.independently
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expectation during the Minor and the Major Occultation have had a huge impact on
the spiritual aspect that distinguishes the virtuous community from other

communities. Such an impact is not visible in other Muslim communities. The reason is
not that they do not believe in the idea of Imam Mahdi (‘a) because it is one of the
issues about which all Muslims agree unanimously. The actual reason is that belief in
the existence and life of Imam Mahdi (‘a) is not found in the other Muslim communities

at the same level and in the same form as is adopted by the individuals of the virtuous
.community

It seems appropriate to take a general look at the matter of Imam Mahdi (‘a) as well
.as its spiritual and moral outcomes

p: 178
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(The Issue of Imam Mahdī (‘a

Point

Like Imam al-Husayn’s uprising and martyrdom the issue of Imam Mahdi (‘a) has
great relevance to the building of the virtuous community. The relevance is doctrinal,
ethical, educational, and spiritual. Of course, to display the details of all of the
pertinent items requires a lengthy dissertation(1) because this issue represents an
entire interpretation of history that corresponds with the Qur’anic idea entailing that

:the earth shall be eventually inherited by the righteous servants of Allah

p: 179

The issue of Imam Mahdi (‘a) requires a survey of many aspects some of which - - 1
are as follows: In its doctrinal aspect, we need to introduce concepts and evidence
that prove the existence of the ostensibly absent Imam as well as explanations of this
unique phenomenon in human life. The cultural aspect deals with the philosophy,
perfection, perpetuity, theoretical compatibility with the idea of the infallibility of the
Imams (‘a) and commitment to the instructions and guidelines of this issue.
Accordingly, this issue is included in the core of the cultural establishments and
courses. The historical aspect deals with the life and political conditions of Imam

Mahdi (‘a), his occultation, signs of his dvent and, the future of humanity when he
undertakes his mission. The moral aspect deals with the practice of a certain system
of morals during the expectation of the Imam’s advent. The spiritual aspect
correlates with the moral aspect. The dear reader can refer to hundreds of books that
have dealt with Imam al-Mahdi, one of which is the unique, though small, thesis that
my mentor, Martyr Sayyid Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr, wrote under the title of ‘bahth

((’. hawla al-mahdi (A Study on Mahdi (‘a
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نَوحُِلاَّصلا يَدِابَعِ  اهَُثرِیَ  ضَرْأَْلا  َّنأَ  رِکِّْذلا  دِْعَب  نِْم  رِوُبَّزلا  یِف  انَْبتَکَ  دْقََلوَ 

Verily, We have written in the Scripture, after the

(Reminder: My righteous servants will inherit the earth. (21:105

يذَِّلا مُهُنَیدِ  مْهَُل  َّننَِّکمَُیَلوَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِْم  نَیذَِّلا  فَلَخْتَسـْا  امَکَ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  مْهَُّنفَِلخْتَسـْیََل  تِاحـَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  مْکُْنِم  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  دَعـَوَ 
نَوقُسِافَْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوأُفَ  کَِلذَ  دَْعَب  رَفَکَ  نْمَوَ  ائًْیشَ  یِب  نَوکُرِشُْی  اَل  یِنَنودُُبْعیَ  انًْمأَ  مْهِِفوْخَ  دِْعَب  نِْم  مْهَُّنَلِّدبَُیَلوَ  مْهَُل  یضَتَرْا 

Allah has promised such of you as believe and do good

work that He will surely make them succeed the present rulers in the earth

even as He caused those who were before them to succeed others. Also, that He

will surely establish for them their religion which He has approved for them

and will give them in exchange safety after their fear. They serve Me. They

ascribe nothing as partner unto Me. Those who disbelieve henceforth, they are

(the miscreants. (24:55

The moral and spiritual aspect contributes to understanding the Holy Imams’ (‘a)
reason for building the virtuous community on the basis of expecting the advent of

(. Imam Mahdi (‘a

According to the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) Imam Mahdi (‘a) represents a living
embodiment of the aforementioned historical fact (of the inheritance of the earth by
the virtuous servants of Almighty Allah) not only at the level of the unpredicted future
but also at the level of the experienced present. (In Iran, Iraq and Lebanon) this belief
has begun to embody the actual existence and life of Imam Mahdi (‘a). These
followers and partisans believe in the existence and birth of Imam Mahdi (‘a) and the
fact that he is witnessing all the harsh conditions through which Muslims are passing.
He is observing and interacting in all human and social experiments and will execute

the
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p: 180

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 444 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.government of ultimate Divine justice in the future of human progress

A faithful believer who suffers distress, doubt or confusion in the credibility of facts
and norms of history which the Holy Qur’an talks about, such as the final win of the
righteous over the wicked and the final victory of right over wrong must read the

:following verse of the Holy Qur’an

اقًوهُزَ نَاکَ  لَطِابَْلا  َّنإِ  لُطِابَْلا  قَهَزَوَ  ُّقحَْلا  ءَاجَ  لُْقوَ 

:Say

The truth has come and falsehood has vanished. Surely, falsehood is a

(vanishing thing. (17:81

دُاهَشْأَْلا مُوقُیَ  مَوْیَوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  یِف  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  انَلَسُرُ  رُصُْننََل  اَّنإِ 

Most

surely, We help Our messengers and those who believe in this world's life and

(on the day when the witnesses shall testify. (40:51

نَوکُرِشْمُْلا هَرِکَ  وَْلوَ  هِِّلکُ  نِیِّدلا  یلَعَ  هُرَهِظُْیِل  ِّقحَْلا  نِیدِوَ  يدَهُْلاِب  هَُلوسُرَ  لَسَرْأَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُ 

He it

is Who sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of truth, that He

might cause it to prevail over all religions, though the polytheists may be

(averse. (9:33

:Another Divine norm is the custom of replacement in human communities

نَیرِِفاکـَْلا یلَعَ  هٍَّزعِأَ  نَیِنِمؤْمـُْلا  یلَعَ  هٍَّلذِأَ  هَُنوُّبحُِیوَ  مْهُُّبحُِی  مٍوْقـَِب  هَُّللا  یِتأْیـَ  فَوْسـَفَ  هِِنیدِ  نْعَ  مْکـُْنِم  َّدتـَرْیَ  نْمـَ  اوُـنمَآ  نَـیذَِّلا  اهـَُّیأَ  ایـَ 
مٌیِلعَ عٌسِاوَ  هَُّللاوَ  ءُاشَیَ  نْمَ  هِیِتؤُْی  هَِّللا  لُضْفَ  کَِلذَ  مٍِئاَل  هَمَوَْل  نَوُفاخَیَ  اَلوَ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  نَودُهِاجَُی 
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O you

who believe, whoever from among you turns back from his religion, then Allah

will bring a people. He shall love them and they shall love Him, lowly before

the believers, and mighty against the unbelievers. They shall strive hard in

Allah's way and shall not fear the censure of any censurer. This is Allah's

(Favor bestowed on whom He pleases. Allah is the Ample-Giver, Knowing. (5:54

p: 181
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مْکَُلاثَْمأَ اوُنوکُیَ  اَل  َّمُث  مْکُرَْیغَ  امًوْقَ  لْدِْبتَسْیَ  اوَّْلوَتَتَ  نْإِوَ 

If you

turn back, He will bring in your place another people. Then, they will not be

(like you. (47:38

Another Qur’anic norm is the relationship between piety and the descent of boons
:and blessings

نَوُبسِکْیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  مْهُاَنذْخَأَفَ  اوُبَّذکَ  نْکَِلوَ  ضِرْأَْلاوَ  ءِامََّسلا  نَِم  تٍاکَرََب  مْهِْیلَعَ  انَحْتَفََل  اوْقََّتاوَ  اوُنمَآ  يرَقُْلا  لَهْأَ  َّنأَ  وَْلوَ 

If the people of the towns had believed and

guarded (against evil), We would certainly have opened up for them blessings from

the heaven and the earth, but they rejected so We overtook them for what they

(had earned. (7:96

Another norm is the progress of human nature towards perfection and belief in
:Almighty Allah

نَومُلَْعیَ اَل  سِاَّنلا  رَثَکْأَ  َّنکَِلوَ  مُِّیقَْلا  نُیِّدلا  کَِلذَ  هَِّللا  قِْلخَِل  لَیدِْبتَ  اَل  اهَْیلَعَ  سَاَّنلا  رَطَفَ  یِتَّلا  هَِّللا  تَرَطِْف  افًیِنحَ  نِیِّدلِل  کَهَجْوَ  مِْقأَفَ 

,Then

set your face upright for religion in the right state—the nature made by

Allah in which He has made men. There is no altering of Allah's creation. That

(is the right religion, but most people do not know. (30:30

Another norm is the fact that man represents Almighty Allah on earth and man’s
:preference over angels as a result of this representation

p: 182
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كَدِمـْحَِب حُِّبسـَُن  نُحَْنوَ  ءَامَِّدـلا  کُفِسـْیَوَ  اهَیِف  دُسـِْفُی  نْمَ  اهَیِف  لُعَجْتَأَ  اوُلاقـَ  هًفَیِلخَ  ضِرْأَْـلا  یِف  لٌعـِاجَ  یِّنإِ  هِکَِئالـَمَْلِل  کَُّبرَ  لَاقـَ  ذْإِوَ 
نَومُلَْعتَ اَل  امَ  مُلَعْأَ  یِّنإِ  لَاقَ  کََل  سُِّدقَُنوَ 

When your Lord said

,to the angels, “I am going to place in the earth a viceroy.” They said

What! Will You place in it such as shall make mischief in it and shed blood“

and we celebrate Your praise and extol Your holiness?” He said, “Surely, I

(know what you do not know.” (2:30

All these norms and facts may bring about an important question in the mind of the
faithful individual when he sees pain, ordeals, and corruption prevail in the entire
earth and notice that right is not practiced and wrong is rampant. However, when he
contemplates the existence of Imam Mahdi (‘a) who will achieve all his hopes and put
into practice the credibility of all these norms and facts, things becomes very clear

.and evident for him

Moreover, the issue of Imam Mahdi (‘a), which is a central concern in the building of
:the virtuous community, entails the following moral facts

Clarity in Carrying out Religious Duties

An individual who believes in the existence of Imam Mahdi (‘a) and in his expected
advent can clearly feel divine duty and religious commandments when he intends to
perform any religious activity. He can also feel that all his deeds, service, struggle and
sacrifices are being carried out under the blessed standard and the special care of

(. Imam Mahdi (‘a

This clarity in carrying out the religious duties grants a huge moral impetus to proceed
and work—an impetus that is similar to the moral one obtained by those who fought
under the standards of the prophets and messengers and achieved great triumphs

.and made sweeping changes in human society
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With the increase of man’s feelings of the approaching divine reality, looming divine
care, and getting closer to the actual power as represented by Almighty Allah, man’s
feelings of achieving victory and carrying out duty grow manifold. Of course, to feel
the care of the Holy Imam (‘a) and to associate oneself with him in motion and activity
make one feel a nearness to Almighty Allah and His care as well as desire to comply

.with His commands

Maintenance of Divine Values

The belief in the advent of Imam Mahdi (‘a) maintains one’s principles, values and
divine ideals. It also encourages ceaseless endeavor to achieve human perfection
away from the worldly concepts of gain and loss, material profit or the attainment of

.authority, power, and domination

All these principles, values, and ideals are inspired from the concept of Imam Mahdi
(‘a) and from the objectives he is divinely ordained to achieve; namely, the

.establishment of the ultimate Divine justice on earth

Generally, any progression that is intended for Almighty Allah and the Divine message

which are ascribed to the Unseen World, and to Imam Mahdi (‘a)—who is ascribed to
the perceived world—can derive all these significances from him, because he plays

.the greatest role in the history of humanity, which shall be eventually realized

Perception of these concepts will be steadier and more profound for those who
believe in the advent of the Promised Imam (‘a) than for others; therefore, they can
preserve a high spirit, which moves on the strength of gallant human values and

.ideals in tandem with their own progression

p: 184
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Perseverance and Steadfastness

Those who believe in Imam Mahdi (‘a) attain spirits of perseverance and

steadfastness from him. They can attain perfection through these two features and
act as models bearing suffering and trials. Through his blessed existence, Imam

Mahdi (‘a) represents the great and most excellent example of perseverance and
steadfastness, because he can see, incur, feel, and interact with all the pain and
ordeals during his lifetime. Nevertheless, he perseveres, exposes himself to Almighty

Allah’s trial for the sake of achieving great goals and waits for the appropriate
.opportunity to undertake his stately role

On the other hand, the long duration of his occultation, despite his actual existence
gives him the chance of being subjectively perfect because of experiencing such
ordeals and tribulations. His progression will be perfect so that he will undertake his
mission, which is unique in the history of humanity, completely and competently.
Besides, the political, social, ideological, and mental conditions of humanity, which are
other outcomes of such experience and suffering, will make it necessary to establish

.such a Divine government

Such perfection will eventually give great impetus and high moral spirits of
perseverance and steadfastness to those who believe in the advent of Imam Mahdi

.(‘a) and help them move towards human perfection

Contribution to Justice

The belief in the advent of Imam Mahdi (‘a) makes one feel that all deeds and
activities contribute to his historical role and pave the way for the establishment of his

.government of ultimate justice

It is unreasonable to weigh up the role, deeds and activities

p: 185
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of a faithful individual on the balance of the goals he achieved in his relatively short
span of life, or on the balance of what he could achieve and what reformations could
be achieved in one’s society. It is unfair to renounce all these deeds and activities
because they seem to have been worthless in influence and in achieving goals. An
individual who believes in the advent of Imam Mahdi (‘a) feels that he is undertaking
his private role in the sequence of events, goals and deeds that, altogether, end up

.with the establishment of the virtuous human society in the future

Naturally, such feelings raise the moral spirit of man vis-à-vis his activities, deeds and
sacrifices. They make his goal so great that it covers all such activities, deeds, efforts,
and sacrifices no matter how major and difficult, or how minor and limited his efforts

.might be

Great Hope

The belief in the advent of Imam Mahdi (‘a) furnishes its believer with a great,
incessant, and inextinguishable hope in the achievement of victory regardless of the
time that it takes. It also grants the feeling that the round must reach its finish and

.that looking forward to a better future must be incessantly continuous

Hope is undoubtedly one of the greatest motivations that supplies people with the
.capacity to go on with steadfastness, perseverance and sacrifice

A soldier who believes that his progress will be completed by other soldiers who will
achieve victory after him is ready to give himself up and make greater sacrifices than
a soldier who believes that when he falls in the battlefield, his progress will stop and

.he will lose the battle

Similarly, a soldier who is engaged in a battle while he believes that there are other
battles to enter in order to

p: 186
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obtain victory does not stop when he loses the first round; rather, he continues to
move forward. Such feelings cannot be found except with those who believe in the
idea of Imam Mahdi’s promised advent, because he shall lead the battle persistently
until he reaches the end. This belief makes hope so lively and ablaze that it pushes

.man towards motion and activity under all circumstances

Revenge for the Oppressed

Those who believe in Imam Mahdi (‘a) as the Divinely commissioned reformer who
will establish a government of ultimate Divine justice and give each one his due, feel
that they will eventually be able to avenge the torment which the faithful believers
were exposed to and punish the criminals who committed such crimes and offenses

.against humanity

Apart from the individual’s role in this process of vengeance, which is related to the
idea of the Return (raj‘ah)(1) and its political and social purports, revenge will be
imposed upon those who imitated their criminal ancestors. It is logically proven that

,the past and the present criminals form one trend of the same thought, behavior

p: 187

The Return (or raj`ah) is an idea mentioned in the traditions reported from the Ahl - - 1
al-Bayt (‘a), entailing that the virtuous and the righteous, as well as the unbelievers
and hypocrites shall be returned to this world after their death so as to witness the
victory of right over wrong and the wronged persons shall defeat the wrongdoers.
More light shall be shed on this idea in one of the coming books of this series. In their
doctrinal books, scholars of the Imamiyyah Shi`ah have dealt with this topic in detail.
(See, for instance, the Faith of the Imamiyyah Shi`ah, by Shaykh al-Muzaffar,

((. Chapter: Our Doctrine concerning the Return (Raj‘ah
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goals, and fate; therefore, to take revenge upon the last of them is to take it upon the
.former generations, also

The idea of taking revenge and retaliating—which stands for making reprisals for the
values and principles of right and justice—is a sound Islamic idea to which the Holy

:Qur’an has referred on more than one occasion, such as the following

نَیِنِمؤُْم مٍوْقَ  رَودُصُ  فِشْیَوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  مْکُرْصُْنیَوَ  مْهِزِخُْیوَ  مْکُیدِْیأَِب  هَُّللا  مُهُْبِّذعَُی  مْهُوُلِتاقَ 

Fight

them; Allah will punish them with your hands and bring them to disgrace, and

(assist you against them and heal the hearts of a believing people. (9:14

Traditions have also spoken about this idea when they described Imam al-Husayn (‘a)
as the Vengeance of Allah(1) and that Imam Mahdi (‘a) will avenge his murder and
raise the slogan of “Revenge for Husayn.”(2) A formula of ziyarah of Imam al-Husayn

:(‘a) comprises the following statement

.هِرِأْثَِب اَنرَأَْث  نْرِْقاوَ 

(Please)

(bind our revenge with his revenge.(3

This feeling symbolizes a great spiritual power in the inner selves. Almighty Allah has
conferred upon man such a

p: 188

In the famous Ziyarah of Warith, the following statement is mentioned: “Peace be - - 1
.upon you, O Allah’s revenge and the son of His revenge…” See Mafatih al-Jinan

ya litharat al-husayn): Refer to Shaykh al-Saduq, `Uyun Akhbar al-Ri¤a 2:268-269, - - ) 2
Shaykh al-Saduq, al-Amali, pp. 192-193, H. 202; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar

(. 44:286, H. 23 (as quoted from the earlier reference books
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.Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Mazar, pp. 410-411 - - 3
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feeling and man inclines to it naturally in his lifetime because it represents one of the
.motives of man’s progress

Islam has taken much interest in this motive and feeling lest it may swerve and
change into a meager expression of one of man’s instincts and miss its target—
human perfection. However, Islam has subordinated the feelings of taking revenge,
retaliating, and giving vent to one’s anger to certain values and principles to save
them from becoming mere expressions of certain psychological feelings and sensual
tendencies. It is clear that the question of revenge and retaliation in the issue of
Imam Mahdi (‘a) does not involve taking revenge from certain persons; rather it is
punishing the corrupted reality of man which inevitably brings about justice, right, and

.goodness

p: 189
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: یلاعت هللا  لاق 

 ﴾ ارًیهِطْتَ مْکُرَِّهطَُیوَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  سَجِّْرلا  مْکُْنعَ  بَهِذُْیِل  هَُّللا  دُیرُِی  امََّنإِ  ﴿

Indeed Allah desires to repel all impurity from you, O People of the Household, and
(. purify you with a thorough purification. (Sūrat al-Aḥzāb 33:33

Prophetic traditions mentioned in both in Sunnī and Shī‘ah authoritative reference
books of ḥadīth and tafsīr (exegesis of the Qur’an) have confirmed that this holy verse
was revealed to exclusively refer to the People of the Cloak [ahl al-kisā’], viz.
Muḥammad, ‘Alī, Fāṭimah, al-Ḥasan, and al-Ḥusayn (‘a) as the Ahl al-Bayt (People of

(. the Household

:For instance, refer to the following references

unnī

Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal (d. 241 AH), al-Musnad, 1:231; 4:107; 6:292, 304; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim (d. 261
AH), 7:130; Al-Tirmidhī (d. 279 AH), Sunan, 5:361 et al.; Al-Dūlābī (d. 310 AH), Al-Dhuriyyah
al-Ṭāhirah al-Nabawiyyah, p. 108; Al-Nasā’ī (d. 303 AH), Al-Sunan al-Kubrā’, 5:108; 113;
Al-Ḥakīm al-Nayshābūrī (d. 405 AH), Al-Mustadrak ‘ala’ ṣ-Ṣahīḥāyn, 2:416, 3:133, 146-147;
Al-Zarkashī (d. 794 AH), Al-Burhān, p. 197; Ibn Hājar al-Asqalānī (d. 852 AH), Fatḥ al-Barī

.Sharḥ Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, 7:104

hī‘ah

Al-Kulaynī (d. 328 AH), Uṣūl al-Kāfī, 1:287; Ibn Babawayh (d. 329 AH), Al-Imāmah wa’ t-
Tabṣīrah, p. 47, ḥadīth 29; Al-Maghribī (d. 363 AH), Da’ā’im al-Islām, pp. 35, 37; Al-Ṣādūq

.(d. 381 AH), Al-Khiṣāl, pp. 403, 550; Al-Ṭūsī (d. 460 AH), Al-Amalī, ḥadīth 438, 482, 783

For more details, refer to the exegesis of the holy verse recorded in the following
books of tafsīr: Al-Jassās (d. 370 AH), Aḥkām al-Qur’ān; Al-Wāḥidī (d. 468 AH), Asbāb al-
Nuzūl; Ibn al-Jawzī (d. 597 AH), Zād al-Masīr; Al-Qurṭubī (d. 671 AH), Al-Jāmi‘ Li-Aḥkām
al-Qur’ān; Ibn Kathīr (d. 774 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Tha‘labī (d. 825 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Ṭabarī (d. 875
AH), Tafsīr; Al-Suyūṭī (d. 911 AH), Al-Durr al-Manthūr; Al-Shawkānī (d. 1250 AH), Fatḥ al-
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Qadīr; Al-‘Ayyāshī (d. 320 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Qummī (d. 329 AH), Tafsīr; Furt al-Kūfī (d. 352
AH), Tafsīr at the margin of the exegesis of Sūrat al-Nisā’ verse 59; Al-Ṭabarsī (d. 560

.AH), Majma‘ al-Bayān, as well as many other sources
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THE ROLE OF THE AHL AL-BAYT (‘a) IN Building THE VIRTUOUS COMMUNITY

:BOOK THREE

THE GENERAL SYSTEM OF THE VIRTUOUS COMMUNITY
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 |: هللا لوسر  لاق 

َّیلعَ ادری  یّتح  اقرِتفیَ  نَل  امهَُّنأَو  اًدـبأ  اولـضت  نل  اـمهب  مُتکـسمت  نإ  اـم  یتیب ، لَـهأ  یترتعو  هللا ، باـتک  نیلقثَلا : مُکُیف  كراـت  ینإ  "

" ضَوحلا

:The Messenger of Allah (ṣ) said

Verily, I am leaving among you two precious things [thaqalayn]: The Book of Allah and“
my progeny [‘itratī], the members of my Household [Ahl al-Bayt]. If you hold fast to
them, you shall never go astray. These two will never separate from each other until

(.” they meet me at the Pond [ḥawḍ] (of Kawthar

:ome references

q AlḤākim anNayshābūrī, AlMustadrak ‘alā’ṣ-Ṣaḥīḥayn (Beirut), vol. 3, pp. 109-110, 148,
533

q Muslim, Aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥ, (English translation), book 31, hadīths 5920-3

q AtTirmidhī, Aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥ, vol. 5, pp. 621-2, hadīths 3786, 3788; vol. 2, p. 219

q An-Nasā’ī, Khaṣā’iṣ ‘Alī ibn Abī Ṭālib, hadīth 79

q Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal, Al-Musnad, vol. 3, pp. 14, 17, 26; vol. 3, pp. 26, 59; vol. 4, p. 371; vol. 5,
pp. 181-182, 189-190

q Ibn al‘Athīr, Jāmi‘ alUṣūl, vol. 1, p. 277

q Ibn Kathīr, AlBidāyah wa’nNihāyah, vol. 5, p. 209

q Ibn Kathīr, Tafsīr al-Qur’ān al-‘Aẓīm, vol. 6, p. 199
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Preamble

At the outset, it seems necessary to explain the meaning of the title of this book, i.e.
The General System of the Virtuous Community. In order to bring to fruition the goals
to which we have referred in the first book of this series, we must mention that the
Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took much interest in setting forth a set of practical
systems and guidelines, both general and detailed, fixed and dynamic, which were

:aimed to achieve the following purposes

.Maintain the character, identity, and unity of the virtuous community ( 1)

Enable this community to meet its requirements and carry out its duties and ( 2)
.responsibilities

.Regulate its various internal and external relations ( 3)

.Guide this community towards growth and perfection ( 4)

.Protect it from internal and external dangers, suppression and aggression ( 5)

:In this respect the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) undertook two steps

First: They set forth a general conception of the system of the virtuous community,
:which consists of the following aspects

p: 13
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The general framework of the system of the virtuous community along with the ( 1)
.general responsibilities and duties necessary to meet the needs of the community

.The identity, role and features of the virtuous community ( 2)

The nature of relations between the religiously commissioned leader (i.e. Imam) ( 3)
and the individuals of the virtuous community, the nature of internal relations within

.the community and external relations with other communities

The groundwork and fixed political and social guidelines that the virtuous ( 4)
.community must abide by in its movement towards perfection

.econd: They presented detailed rules and principles in various fields

In this section, we will thrash out the first step along with its aforementioned four
aspects within seven chapters. The second step will be discussed in future volumes of

.this series

From the beginning, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) understood that this general system must be
capable of functioning within an Islamic system of government in the Muslim

.community in general, adjusting to the common surroundings

p: 14
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CHAPTER ONE: THE RELIGIOUS REFERENTIAL AUTHORITY

Point

The Religious Authority: Extension of Imamate . 1

Qualifications and Conditions . 2

Tasks and Responsibilities . 3

p: 15
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The Religious Authority: Extension of Imamate

Point

The structure of the system is based on the concept of Imamate in which the
individuals of this community believe. This conception entails that the overall
guardianship and leadership of Muslims must be held by one of the Twelve Imams

from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) after the Holy Prophet (s).(1) It also entails that Imamate is an
extension of the mission of the Prophets and Messengers. This extension can be

:represented in the following points of similarity between prophethood and Imamate

The positions of prophethood and Imamate are both ( 1)

p: 17

The Twelve Imams from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are namely: 1) `Ali ibn Abi-Talib 2) - - 1
hasan ibn `Ali 3) husayn ibn `Ali—(2) and (3) are the grandsons of the Holy Prophet (s)
and sons of Imam `Ali (‘a) 4) `Ali ibn al-husayn Zayn al-`Abidin 5) Muhammad ibn `Ali
al-Baqir 6) Ja`far ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq 7) Musa ibn Ja`far al-Kazim 8) `Ali ibn Musa
al-Riza 9) Muhammad ibn `Ali al-Jawad 10) `Ali ibn Muhammad al-Hadi 11) hasan ibn
`Ali al-`Askari 12) Muhammad Mahdi, (the rightly-guided) son of hasan, the hujjah
(Proof of Allah), namesake of the Holy Prophet (s)—his grandfather—as foretold by
the Prophet (s) himself. I have discussed the concept of Imamate, along with
explanation of this concept, necessity for Imamate and related proof in the first book
of this series under the title ‘Imamate.’ Similarly, many Imamiyyah scholars have

.dealt with this topic in detail in many books, citing numerous proofs on its accuracy
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identified to be divinely ordained offices that are prescribed through direct
designation by Almighty Allah, like in the case of the Prophets and Messengers, or
through indirect designation, such as the case of the Holy Imams and other prophets’
successors. For instance, the Holy Prophet (s), by the command of Almighty Allah,
designated Imam `Ali to be the next Imam (i.e. leader). The other Holy Imams (‘a)

.were specified in the same way by the preceding Imam

The particularities and qualifications of the person designated as Prophet or Imam ( 2)
are the same. Both are, as a stipulation, required to have the highest degree of

(. perfection, which is called infallibility (`ismah

Both a Prophet and an Imam undertake the same responsibilities, duties, and ( 3)
rights towards the masses and have the same rights, the observance of which is
obligatory upon the masses. Like a Prophet, an Imam must be obeyed by the public,
enjoy general authority over them, be regarded as having a greater claim over the
believers than they have on themselves, undertake the mission of conveying the
divine message, edify, educate, teach the public the Book and Wisdom, tend to their

:affairs, and live at the same level as them. In this respect, the Holy Qur'an states

نٍیِبُم لٍالَضَ  یفَِل  لُْبقَ  نِْم  اوُناکَ  نْإِوَ  هَمَکْحِْلاوَ  بَاتَکِْلا  مُهُمُِّلعَُیوَ  مْهِیِّکزَُیوَ  هِِتایَآ  مْهِْیلَعَ  وُلْتیَ  مْهُْنِم  اًلوسُرَ  نَیِّیِّمأُْلا  یِف  ثَعََب  يذَِّلا  وَهُ 

He it is Who raised among the inhabitants of Mecca a Messenger from

,among themselves, who recites to them His communications and purifies them

and teaches them the Book and the Wisdom, although they were before certainly

(in clear error. (62:2

The system that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) set forth for managing the affairs of the virtuous
community is based on the aforementioned concept of Imamate. Even if an Imam is

circumstantially deprived of authority and power to rule, he

p: 18
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must still possess all the particularities and qualifications to undertake all the
responsibilities and carry out all the duties divinely entrusted upon him. The public, on
the other hand, must obey the Imam. All such responsibilities and duties must be
compatible with the circumstances as well as the virtuous community that is being
managed. The ability or inability to perform such responsibilities and duties would

.depend upon the circumstances

In the age of the absence of the Imam, the well-qualified mujtahid, in his capacity as
the natural heir of the Prophets and the Imams, must undertake this mission. The
Prophets have in fact not left gold or silver coins as their legacies, but rather great

:knowledge and wisdom. In this respect, the Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

، ضِرْلأَا حُیِباصَمَ  ءُامَلَعُلاَ 

.ءِایَِبْنلأَا هَُثرَوَوَ  یِتَثرَوَوَ ، ءِایَِبْنلأَا ، ءُافَلَخُوَ 

The scholars are the lanterns

of the earth, the representatives of prophets, my heirs and the heirs of the

(prophets.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

َّنإ

مَْل ءَایَِبْنلأَا  َّنأَ  كَاذَوَ  ءِایَِبْنلأَا ، هَُثرَوَ  ءَامَلَعُْلا 

نِْم ثَیدِاحَأَ  اوُثرَوْأَ  امََّنإوَ  اًرانَیدِ ؛ لاَوَ  اًمهَرْدِ  اوُثِّروَُی 

.اًرِفاوَ اًظّحَ  ذَخَأَ  دْقَفَ  اهَْنِم  ءٍیْشَِب  ذَخَأَ  نْمَفَ  .مْهِِثیدِاحَأَ 

تِْیبَْلا لَهْأَ  انَیِف  َّنإفَ  هَُنوذُخُأْتَ ، نَّْمعَ  مْکُمَْلعِ  اورُظُْنافَ 

، نَیِلاغَْلا فَیرِحْتَ  هُْنعَ  نَوفُْنیَ  لاًودُعُ  فٍلَخَ  ِّلکُ  یِف 

.نَیِلهِاجَْلا لَیوِأْتَوَ  نَیِلطِْبمُْلا ، لَاحَِتْناوَ 

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 478 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_19_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Verily, scholars are the

heirs of the prophets. The prophets have not left behind them Dirhams or

,Dinars; rather, the treasure they have left behind is their discourses. So

.whoever applies some of these discourses acquires a great share of the fortune

You must consider the source from which you take your knowledge. Verily, in

each generation, there are some decent people belonging to us, the Ahl

al-Bayt (‘a), who cleanse this religion from the distortions of the

exaggerators, the forgery of the misguided, and the interpretation of the

(ignorant ones.(2

p: 19

Muhammad al-Rayshahri, Mizan al-hikmah 6:457 as quoted from al-Muttaqi al- - - 1
.Hindi, Kanz al-`Ummal, H. 28677

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, Usul al-Kafi 1:32 H. 2 - - 2
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The previously mentioned natural sequence (i.e. extension) in the divine position and
representation of the Prophets has been clearly mentioned in the following verse of

:the Holy Qur'an

هَِّللا بِاتَکِ  نِْم  اوظُفِحُْتسـْا  امَِب  رُابَحْأَْلاوَ  نَوُّیِناَّبَّرلاوَ  اودُاهـَ  نَیذَِّلِل  اومُلَسـْأَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَوُّیِبَّنلا  اهـَِب  مُکُحْیَ  رٌوُنوَ  يدًهـُ  اهـَیِف  هَارَوَّْتلا  انـَْلزَْنأَ  اَّنإِ 
نَورُِفاکَْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوأُفَ  هَُّللا  لَزَْنأَ  امَِب  مْکُحْیَ  مَْل  نْمَوَ  الًیِلقَ  انًمََث  یِتایَآِب  اورُتَشْتَ  اَلوَ  نِوْشَخْاوَ  سَاَّنلا  اوُشَخْتَ  الَفَ  ءَادَهَشُ  هِْیلَعَ  اوُناکَوَ 

Surely, We revealed the

Torah in which was guidance and light. With it, the prophets who submitted

themselves to Allah judged matters for those who were Jews, masters of divine

knowledge and doctors, because they were required to guard part of the Book

of Allah, and they were witnesses thereof; therefore, fear not the people and

fear Me, and do not take a small price for My communications. And whoever did

(not judge by what Allah revealed, those are the unbelievers. (5:44

:Abu-`Amr al-Zubayri has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

p: 20
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هِِب تَّْقحُِتسْإ  اَّمِم  َّنإ 

یصِاعَمَْلاوَ بِوُنُّذلا  نَِم  هَرَاهََّطلاوَ  رَیهِطَّْتلا  هُمَامَلإا 

عِیمجِِب نَوُنکْمَْلا  مَْلعِْلا  َّمُث  رَاَّنلا ، بُجِوُت  یِتَّلا  هِقَِبومُْلا 

هِِب مَْلعِْلاوَ  اهَِمارَحَوَ ، اهَِللاَحَ  نِْم  رُْملأَا  هِْیَلإ  جُاتَحْیَ  امَ 

هِمِْلعِ قِِئاِقدَوَ  هِِباشَتَمُْلاوَ  مِکَحْمُْلاوَ  هًَّماعَوَ ، هًَّصاخَ 

.هِخِوسُْنمَوَ هِخِسِاَنوَ  هِِلیوِأْتَ  بِِئارَغَوَ 

Among the matters by which one is

deservingly designated for Imamate are purification and purity from sins and

destructive acts of disobedience (to Almighty Allah)—which have an inevitable

punishment in Hellfire—and acquaintance with unseen knowledge of everything the

position (of Imamate) requires, such as, the lawful and unlawful and full

awareness of specific and general matters of law, including knowledge of decisive

and allegorical issues, the minutest details of the law, the most precise points

.of interpretation and currently valid and abrogated matters

The reporter asked, “What is the evidence that proves that an Imam must have full
?” knowledge of the things you have just mentioned

:The Imam (‘a) answered

لُوْقَ

اودُاهَ نَیذَِّلِل  اومُلَسـْأَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَوُّیِبَّنلا  اهَِب  مُکُحْیَ  رٌوُنوَ  يدًهـُ  اهَیِف  هَارَوَّْتلا  انَْلزَْنأَ  اَّنإِ  : } اهَلَهْأَ مْهُلَعَجَوَ  هِمَوکُحُْلاِـب  مْهَُل  اللهُا  نَذِأَ  نْمَ  یِف  اللهِا 
نَودُ هَُّمِئلأَا  هِذِهَفَ  رُابَحْأَْلاوَ }  نَوُّیِناَّبَّرلاوَ 

رُابَحْلأَا اَّمأَوَ  مْهِمِْلعِِب ، سَاَّنلا  نَوُثرِیَ  نَیذَِّلا  ءِایَِبْنلأَا 
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.نَیِّیِناَّبَّرلا نَودُ  ءُامَلَعُْلا  مُهُفَ 

: لَاقَفَ رَبَخْأَ  َّمُث 

مَْلوَ ءَادَهَشُ } هِْیلَعَ  اوُناکَوَ  هَِّللا  بِاتَکِ  نِْم  اوظُفِحُْتسْا  امَِب  }

.هُْنِم اوُلِّمحُ  امَِب  لْقُیَ 

The proof is Almighty Allah’s statement about those whom

He has permitted to hold the position of government and those whom He has

stated to be the actual men of authority. He says, ‘Surely, We revealed the

Torah in which was guidance and light; with it the prophets who submitted

themselves to Allah judged matters for those who were Jews and the masters of

Divine knowledge and the doctors. (5:44)’ These are Imams not Prophets who

inherit the authority over people due to their knowledge. The doctors are the

.scholars whose rank is less than that of the masters of divine knowledge

After that, Almighty Allah continues to say, ‘Because they were required to

guard part of the Book of Allah, and they were witnesses thereof.’ Notice

(that He has not said, ‘because they were required to convey it.’(1

p: 21

haykh al-huwayzi, Tafsir Nur al-Thaqalayn 1:634, H. 206, as quoted from Tafsir al- - - 1
.`Ayyashi
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A mujtahid who represents ‘the doctors’ in the aforementioned holy verse must be
characterized by the required qualifications that are held by the Imams–who

represent ‘the masters of divine knowledge’–in the amount that is compatible with
:him (the mujtahid), his responsibilities, and rights. These qualifications are

Full acquaintance with religious laws ( 1)

Utmost decency ( 2)

:Other personal qualifications to include ( 3)

a) Awareness of political and social conditions)

b) Personal experience of the advantages and disadvantages linked to the )
movement and perfection of the virtuous community

c) Courage to implement difficult, yet required, decisions)

d) Ability to take responsibility and lead the movement)

e) Maintenance of equality among the believers)

f) Presenting an exceptional example of conduct)

Similarly, a mujtahid must enjoy the same rights and duties of the Holy Imams, yet
again, in the amount that is

p: 22
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.compatible with his level of leadership

This understanding and view of the general system of the virtuous society is an
important issue because many responsibilities, relationships, policies, systems,
courses, and situations that are compatible with the theoretical comprehension of the
Prophets’ movements and their roles in the history of humanity as well as the norms

.that have affected history, branch out from this understanding

The System of Religious Referential Authority

Based on this theoretical foundation, the Holy Imams (‘a) established the system of
religious referential authority or the position of the well-qualified jurisprudential
authority (wilayat al-faqih). In brief, this system can be defined as designating a
mujtahid(1) from the scholars of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School, who fully meets all the
previously cited qualifications and requirements, as a referential authority (marji`) for
their followers with the aim of undertaking the basic tasks of Imamate, which are as

:follows

Authority (wilayah) over the affairs of the Muslims ( 1)

Issuance of verdicts (ifta') in order to explicate the concepts of the Divine Message, ( 2)
define the boundaries of religion and convey good tidings to those who commit

themselves to them and warn people to refrain from acting outside those confines

p: 23

Mujtahid can be defined as a person who possesses the faculty of inferring a - - 1
religious law or analyzing practical examples of an issue by means of drawing on
religiously acceptable proofs and criteria that have been decided or approved for this
purpose specifically by the Holy Legislator with the aim of arriving at religious facts,

.laws, and examples of an issue
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Reaching decisions on judgments in cases of litigation, allegations, and disputes ( 2)

A review of the history of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) shows that while they practiced their
roles as Imams in a limited way within the milieu of the virtuous community, they
began establishing this system (religious referential authority) with the growth of the
virtuous community. As a result, the circle of the virtuous community’s works,
activities, and existence extended to such an extent that this system became the

(. basic and general system in the ages after the Holy Imams (‘a

As will be discussed in further detail, the Holy Imams (‘a) themselves established this
system for the virtuous community by managing some of the affairs among the
masses so that this would play a pertinent role in building the virtuous community and
become an effective, reliable and sufficient system after the occultation of Imam al-

.Mahdi–may Allah hasten his advent

It can be said that the most important and basic role of the Imams al-Jawad, al-Hadi,
and al-`Askari, was to firm up and consolidate the posts of the system of religious

(referential authority.(1

In order to depict the religious referential authority completely and clearly, we should
have a lengthier discussion about the qualifications that must be met by a marji`, the
tasks that must be undertaken by him, and the steps that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took in

(the field of organizing the virtuous community.(2

p: 24

This fact will manifest itself more evidently when the special roles of each of the - - 1
.Holy Imams (‘a) is displayed individually

This topic will be discussed in greater detail in the coming thesis about the - - 2
.virtuous referential authority in a later volume of this series
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Qualifications and Requirements

In addition to the basic requirements for the position of the religious referential
authority—such as reason, freedom, and faith—the chief qualifications that a marji`

:is required to meet are as follows

A. Ijtihad: Ijtihad, as a condition for holding religious authority, means that a marji` is
required to have familiarity with religious laws, including the lawful and unlawful, and
Islamic concepts to such an extent that he has the ability to recognize these laws and
concepts from the religiously acceptable proofs—the Holy Qur'an and the Sunnah
that is authentically reported from the Holy Prophet (s) and the Imams (‘a) as well as
other proofs—and to use the rules and practical principles that have been determined

by the Holy Legislator in order to identify the practical, religion-based circumstances

.of an issue

This qualification has been cited by the previously mentioned verse in general, and in
:the following section of the verse in particular

ءَادَهَشُ هِْیلَعَ  اوُناکَوَ  هَِّللا  بِاتَکِ  نِْم  اوظُفِحُْتسْا  امَِب 

Because they were…

.required to guard part of the Book of Allah, and they were witnesses thereof

Confirmation of such knowledge has been made in many traditions that are reported
from the Holy Imams (‘a), including the following which is authentically reported from
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and is recorded under the title of choosing an arbitrator to judge

:between disputants

p: 25
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نَاکَ نْمَ  نِارَظُْنیَ 

انَِمارَحَوَ انَِللاَحَ  یِف  رَظََنوَ  انَثَیدِحَ  يوَرَ  نَّْمِم  مْکُْنِم 

.اًمکَحَ هِِب  اوضُرْیَْلفَ  انَمَاکَحْأَ ، فَرَعَوَ 

They (i.e. the disputant parties) must seek out one of you (i.e. the Shi`ah) who has
reported our discourses, has acquaintance with what has been deemed lawful and
what has been deemed unlawful by us, and has familiarity with our laws; then, they

(must accept him as arbitrator.(1

On the authority of Imam `Ali (‘a), Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) reported the Holy
:Prophet (s) to have repeated the following supplicatory prayer three times

.یِئافَلَخُ مْحَرْإ  َّمهَُّللاَ 

O Allah, (please) have

.mercy upon my representatives

:When he was asked to define his representatives, the Holy Prophet (s) answered

، يدِْعَب نَوُتأْیَ  نَیذَِّلا 

.یِتَّنسُوَ یِثیدِحَ  نَووُرْیَ 

My representatives are those, among the coming generations, who will report my

(sayings and traditions.(2

The following instruction has been mentioned in the famous document signed by
:Imam al-Mahdi—the Patron of the Age

هُعَِقاوَْلا ثُدِاوَحَْلا  اَّمأَوَ 

، مْکُْیلَعَ یِتَّجحُ  مْهَُّنإفَ  انَِثیدِحَ ، هِاوَرُ  یَلإ  اهَیِف  اوعُجِرْافَ 

.اللهِا هَُّجحُ  اَنأَوَ 
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As for the events that

will take place in the future, you must refer them to the reporters of our

traditions, for they are my proof on you and I am the Proof of Almighty

.Allah

In addition, there are other traditions—some of which will

p: 26

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:19, H. 1 - - 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:101, H. 7 - - 2
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be cited later—confirming that the ordinary followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) must refer
to the well-versed and well-qualified scholars of their sect with respect to the
religious laws. There are also other traditions that order the well-versed scholars to

.issue verdicts

B. Decency: According to jurisprudents, decency can be defined as uprightness in
following Islamic laws and avoidance of deviation. In other words, a decent person is
one who never commits any act of disobedience to Almighty Allah, such as negligence
of an obligatory act or commitment of a forbidden act unless there is a religiously
justifiable reason. In this respect, there is no difference between minor or major

(sins.(1

Decency is a disposition involving integrity in following Islam such that neither a major

(nor a minor sin is committed.(2

Decency can be also defined as the faculty that habitually prevents one from
performing acts of disobedience for which Almighty Allah has threatened Hellfire. This
is not the same as regret that is felt after lust or anger vanishes because in regret the

(person experiences degeneration caused by such an act of disobedience.(3

Imam al-Khumayni has mentioned a similar definition of

p: 27

.Sayyid Abu’l-Qasim al-Khu'i, Minhaj al-Salihin, 1:10, Ed. 28 - - 1
Sayyid Muhsin al-hakim, Minhaj al-Salihin, 1:12, with a commentary by Martyr - 2

.Sayyid Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr, Ed. 2
Sayyid Muhsin al-hakim, Minhaj al-Salihin, 1:12, with a commentary by Martyr - 3

.Sayyid Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr, Dar al-Ta`aruf – Beirut
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(decency in Tahrir al-Wasilah.(1

Sayyid al-hakim seems to consider the decency that must be enjoyed by a marji`, as
understood by religious believers (i.e. mutasharri`ah), to be such a supreme rank that
it is neither compelled nor overcome by lust or anger in such a way that neither
repentance nor regret will be necessary. “To be fair,” Sayyid al-hakim adds, “it is
extremely difficult for a general referential authority to persevere with decency in the
issuance of verdicts–and this may take place in any age for a single or a group of
scholars–unless such decency is of a powerful and supreme rank and is always
monitored and managed. If such a rank of decency is lacking, this will definitely cause
one’s feet to slip and expose great men to hazards. Only from Almighty Allah can we

(seek protection against such dangers.”(2

Because traditions have highlighted the existence of decency among the qualities of
witnesses that testify, leaders of congregational prayers, and leaders of holy wars in
particular in addition to leaders of general affairs as well as other persons, religious
scholars have concluded that decency must be one of the qualifications for a general

.referential authority. The scholars have unanimously agreed on this condition

Moreover, the rationally approvable line of conduct (i.e. al-Sirah al-`uqala'iyyah) that
is assented by the Holy Legislator also confirms this condition, as is maintained by

(both Sunni and Shi`ite scholars.(3

p: 28

.ee Imam al-Khumayni, Tahrir al-Wasilah, 1:10 - 1
.Sayyid Muhsin al-hakim, Mustamsak al-`Urwah al-Wuthqa, 1:43 - - 2

Refer to the words of the scholars in this connection; Shaykh al-Muntazari: Wilayat - 3
.al-Faqih, 1:261-273
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In this respect, a tradition that is reported from Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) states
:that the Holy Prophet (s) has said

لاَ

هُزُجُحْیَ عٌرَوَ  لٍاصَخِ : ثُلاََث  هِیِف  لٍجُرَِل  َّلاإ  هُمَامَلإا  حُُلصْتَ 

هِیَلاَوِْلا نُسْحُوَ  هُبَضَغَ ، هِِب  کُِلمْیَ  مٌْلحِوَ  اللهِا ، یصِاعَمَ  نْعَ 

.مِیحَِّرلا دِِلاوَْلاکَ  مْهَُل  نَوکُیَ  یَّتحَ  یِلیَ  نْمَ  یلَعَ 

Imamate is unsuitable for

anyone except a man who enjoys the following three qualities: (1) piety that prevents
him from committing acts of disobedience to Almighty Allah, (2) self-possession that
makes him control himself in situations of rage, and (3) affectionate authority over

(those who are under his authority to the degree that he acts as their tender father.(1

Shaykh al-Kulayni has also reported through an authentic chain of authority on the
:authority of Muhammad ibn Muslim that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said to him

، اللهِاوَ

نَِم هَُل  مٌامَإِ  هَِّملأُا لاَ  هِذِهَ  نِْم  حَبَصْأَ  نْمَ  دَُّمحَُم ، ایَ 

تَامَ نْإوَ  اًهِئاتَ ، لااضَ  حَبَصْأَ  لٌدِاعَ ، رٌهِاظَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا 

ایَ مْلَعْاوَ ، .قٍافَِنوَ  رٍْفکُ  هَتَیِم  تَامَ  هَِلاحَْلا  هِذِهَ  یلَعَ 

نْعَ نَوُلوزُْعمََل  مْهُعَابَْتأَوَ  رِوْجَْلا  هََّمِئأَ  َّنأَ  دَُّمحَُم ،

.اوُّلضَأَوَ اوُّلضَ  دْقَ  اللهِا ، نِیدِ 

O Muhammad, I swear by Allah that if any one of this nation begins his

day without having a leader (i.e. Imam) characterized by directness and

decency, who is designated by Almighty Allah, he is then certainly misled and
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lost. If he dies in such a state, he will have then died the death of

unbelief and hypocrisy. Be it known to you, Muhammad, that leaders of

injustice and their followers are detached from the religion of Allah, for

(they have strayed from the right path and misled others.(2

p: 29

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi, 1:407, H. 9 - - 1
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi, 1:183-184, H. 8 - - 2
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C. Competence: Competence stands for aptitude, capability, and power to manage

affairs. It thus includes proficient reasoning, excellent management, courage, fair
policy, supervision, and guardianship along with other personal qualities upon which

.competence relies

In their verdicts, scholars have highlighted competence as a term specified to be
among the qualities of a religious referential authority. For instance, in his book of
Tadhkirat al-Fuqaha', `Allamah al-hilli has referred to the term of competence as
being one of the indisputable conditions that is unanimously agreed upon by all

:jurisprudents. He thus says

Among the conditions that must be met by an Imam is that…he must be courageous,
have a judicious view and be competent. In addition, his hearing, sight, and
pronunciation must be sound. Finally, he must be the most virtuous of his

(contemporaries.(1

This condition has also been confirmed in many traditions. Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin

:('a) is reported to have said

َّقحَأَ َّنإ  سُاَّنلا ، اهَُّیأَ 

اللهِا رِْمأَِب  مْهُمُلَعْأَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  مْهُاوَْقأَ  رِْملأَا  اذَهَِب  سِاَّنلا 

.لَِتوُق یَبأَ  نْإفَ  بَِتْعُتسِْا ، بٌغِاشَ  بَغِشَ  نْإفَ  .هِیِف 

O people, the most

rightful of all persons to hold this office (leadership) is the one who is most competent

among them to maintain it and who knows best Almighty Allah’s commands about it.
If any mischief is created by a mischief-monger, he will be called upon to repent. If he

(refuses, he will be fought.(2

p: 30

Shaykh al-Muntazari, Wilayat al-Faqih, 1:265 as quoted from `Allamah al-hilli, - 1
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.Tadhkirat al-Fuqaha', 10:452
Nahj al-Balaghah, 2:104 (commentary of Shaykh Muhammad `Abduh), Sermon No. - 2

.173
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:Imam `Ali ('a) is also reported as saying

مَلَعْأَ نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  یِناَّثلاوَ 

هِرِْمأَوَ هِِماکَحْأَوَ  هِِبورُضُوَ  هِِمارَحَوَ  اللهِا  لِلاَحَِب  سِاَّنلا 

هِْیَلإ جُاتَحْیَفَ  سُاَّنلا ، هِْیَلإ  جُاتَحْیَ  امَ  عِیمِجَوَ  هِِیهَْنوَ 

.مْهُْنعَ یِنْغتَسْیَوَ  سُاَّنلا 

The second quality (of one who must have the leadership of the Muslim nation) is that
he must be the most knowledgeable among all people of what Almighty Allah has
deemed lawful and unlawful as well as all the laws, commands, prohibitions and
whatever is needed by people, as decided by Almighty Allah. So, people will need such

(a person but that person does not need them.(1

In his authentic report, al-`Ays ibn al-Qasim has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have
:said

؛ مْکُسِفُْنلأَِ اورُظُْناوَ 

اذَإفَ یعِاَّرلا ، اهَیِف  مُنَغَْلا  هَُل  نُوکُیََل  لَجَُّرلا  َّنإ  اللهِاوَفَ ،

هُُّجمُیَ اهَیِف  وَهُ  يذَِّلا  نَِم  هِمِنَغَِب  مَلَعْأَ  لاًجُرَ  دَجَوَ 

يذَِّلا نَِم  هِمِنَغَِب  مُلَعْأَ  وَهُ  يذَِّلا  لِجَُّرلا  کَِلذَِب  ءُیجِیَوَ 

.اهَیِف نَاکَ 

Choose for yourselves; I swear by Allah, an owner of a flock of sheep who has hired…
a shepherd must certainly dismiss his shepherd and appoint another if he finds that

(the latter is more skilled in shepherding his sheep than the earlier.(2

In a previous tradition, the Holy Prophet (s) has mentioned ‘nice authority’ as one of
the conditions of an Imam. This

p: 31
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.Al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar, 93:64, as quoted from al-Nu`mani, Kitab al-Ghaybah - - 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:35, H. 1 - - 2
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.quality corresponds with competence

:Describing an Imam, Imam al-Riza (‘a) has said

لُهَجْیَ مٌِلاعَ لاَ  مُامَلإاوَ 

عٌِلطَضُْم مِْلحِْلا ، لُِماکَ  مِْلعِْلا ، یِماَن  ...لُکِْنیَ  عٍارَوَ لاَ 

رِْمأَِب مٌِئاقَ  هِعَاَّطلا ، ضُورُْفمَ  هِسَایَِّسلاِب ، مٌِلاعَ  هِمَامَلإاِب ،

.اللهِا نِیدِِل  ظٌِفاحَ  اللهِا ، دِابَعِِل  حٌصِاَن  اللهِا ،

An Imam is so

knowledgeable that he ignores nothing, so watchful that he never tires…He is of
ever-growing knowledge and perfect self-possession. He is well-versed in (the affairs
of) Imamate, is knowledgeable of politics, is obeyed as an obligation, undertakes his
tasks by Almighty Allah’s command, is a well-wisher of Allah’s servants, and

(safeguards the religion of Allah…(1

p: 32

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, Usul al-Kafi, 1:202 - - 1
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Tasks and Responsibilities

The tasks and responsibilities of the system of the religious referential authority of
:the virtuous community can be summed up in the following three fields

Issuance of verdicts ( 1)

Judgment ( 2)

Authority ( 3)

Generally, these three areas of responsibility correspond with the responsibilities of
Imamate, especially when we understand issuance of verdicts in its expansive
meaning, which is to elucidate and propagate the Islamic code of religious law, along
with its rules, concepts, doctrines, and views about the universe, life, history, norms,

.and ethics

p: 33
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First Responsibility: Issuance of Verdicts

Point

In order to systematize the process of issuing verdicts for elucidating features of the
:religion and propagating Islam the Holy Imams (‘a) took the following steps

Education ( 1)

The Holy Imams (‘a) worked towards educating well-versed jurisprudents, scholars,
and reporters of their traditions by means of conferring upon them special attention
that they (i.e. the Holy Imams) used to give certain persons who had extraordinary
interest in seeking knowledge, had actual competence to receive knowledge, and
possessed the required scientific aptitude. These persons then became distinguished
in scientific and moral fields. In addition to these persons, the Holy Imams ('a)
educated a large number of students in jurisprudence and other fields of religious
sciences and capable learners of the Holy Qur'an who lived in various regions of the
virtuous community, especially the regions where their followers were considerable in

.number

uch education can be evidently noticed in personalities like Aban ibn Taghlib, Zurarah
ibn A`yun, Abu-Basir, Muhammad ibn Muslim, Burayd al-`Ujali, Yunus ibn `Abd al-

.Rahman, `Uthman ibn Sa`id and his son Muhammad, and many others

Abu’l-`Abbas al-Fazl ibn `Abd al-Malik has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)
:saying

ءًایَحْأَ َّیَلإ  سِاَّنلا  ُّبحَأَ 

، هُرَارَزُوَ ُّیِلجَعُْلا ، هَیَوِاعَُم  نُْب  دُْیرَُب  هٌعََبرْأَ : اًتاوَْمأَوَ 

َّیَلإ سِاَّنلا  ُّبحَأَ  مْهُوَ  .لُوَحْلأَاوَ  مٍِلسُْم ، نُْب  دَُّمحَُموَ 

.اًتاوَْمأَوَ ءًایَحْأَ 

The most beloved persons to me, from among both the dead and the alive, are four:
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(1) Burayd ibn Mu`awiyah al-`Ujali, (2) Zurarah, (3) Muhammad ibn Muslim, and (4) al-
Ahwal. These are positively the most beloved persons to me from among all the dead

(and the alive.(1

p: 34
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:Ibrahim ibn `Abd al-hamid and others have reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

نَْب هَرَارَزُ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ 

.یِبأَ ثُیدِاحَأَ  تْسَرَدَْنلاَ  هُؤُارَظَُنوَ  هُرَارَزُ  لاَوَل  .نٍُیعْأَ 

May Allah have mercy upon

Zurarah ibn A`yun. Had it not been for Zurarah and his peers, the traditions of my

(father would have been wiped out.(1

:ulayman ibn Khalid has said that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

ایَحْأَ اًدحَأَ  دُجِأَ  امَ 

ثَْیَل رٍیصَِب  اَبأوَ  هَرَارَزُ ، َّلاإ  یِبأَ  ثَیدِاحَأَوَ  اَنرَکْذِ 

هَیَوِاعَُم نَْب  دَْیرَُبوَ  مٍِلسُْم  نَْب  دََّمحَُموَ  َّيدِارَمُْلا ،

.اذَهَ طُِبْنتَسْیَ  دٌحَأَ  نَاکَ  امَ  ءِلاَؤُهَ  لاَوَْلوَ  .َّیِلجَعُلا 

اللهِا لِلاَحَ  یلَعَ  یِبأَ  ءُانَمَأُوَ  نِیِّدلا  ظُاَّفحُ  ءِلاَؤُهَ 

نَوقُِباَّسلاوَ ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  انَْیَلإ  نَوقُِباَّسلا  مُهُوَ  .هِِمارَحَوَ 

.هِرَخِلآا یِف  انَْیَلإ 

I cannot find anyone who revived our affairs and my father’s traditions save Zurarah,
Abu-Basir Layth al-Muradi, Muhammad ibn Muslim, and Burayd ibn Mu`awiyah al-
.`Ujali. Had it not been for these persons, none would have had the ability to infer this

These are the protectors of the religion and the trustees of my father regarding the
lawful and the unlawful that Almighty Allah has determined. They are verily the
(forerunners toward us in this world and the forerunners toward us in the Hereafter.(2

p: 35
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Abu-`Ubaydah al-hadhdha' is reported to have said that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)
:saying

رٍیصَِب وُبأَوَ  هُرَارَزُ 

{ نَوُبَّرقَمُْلا کَِئَلوأُ  نَوقُِباَّسلا  نَوقُِباَّسلاوَ  : } یَلاعَتَ اللهُا  لَاقَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَِم  دٌْیرَُبوَ  مٍِلسُْم  نُْب  دَُّمحَُموَ 

,Zurarah, Abu-Basir

Muhammad ibn Muslim, and Burayd are among those about whom Almighty Allah has

said, ‘And the foremost are the foremost; these are they who are drawn nigh

(to Allah. (56:10-11)’(1

Abdullah ibn Abi-Ya`fur has reported that he said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “I cannot`
meet you every time I would like, and I cannot come to you. However, one of our

.” parties may come to me and ask a question while I do not have all the answers

:The Imam (‘a) answered

نِْب دَِّمحَُم  نِْم  کَعُنَمْیَ  امَ 

.اًهیجِوَ هُدَْنعِ  نَاکَوَ  یِبأَ  نِْم  عَمِسَ  هَُّنإفَ  ِّیفِقََّثلا ؟ مٍِلسُْم 

What prevents you from

asking Muhammad ibn Muslim al-Thaqafi? He heard from my father and he had

(considerable status with him.(2

Yunus ibn Ya`qub has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him and his
:companions when they once visited him

امَأَ

؟ هِْیَلإ نَوحُیرِتَسْتَ  حٍارَتَسُْم  نِْم  مْکَُل  امَأَ  عٍزَْفمَ ؟ نِْم  مْکَُل 
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؟ ِّيرِضَّْنلا هِرَیغِمُْلا  نِْب  ثِرِاحَْلا  نَِم  مْکُعُنَمْیَ  امَ 

Do you not have any shelter? Do you not have any

rest-house to rest in? What prevents you from joining al-harith ibn

(al-Mughirah al-Nazri?(3

(, Jamil ibn Darraj has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a

p: 36
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:condemning someone, said

! هُلَْثِم سََّدقَ  لاَوَ  هُحَورُ ، اللهُا  سََّدقَ  لاَ 

اللهِا لِلاَحَ  یلَعَ  مْهُنَمَتَْئا  یِبأَ  نَاکَ  اًماوَْقأَ  رَکَذَ  هَُّنإ 

يدِْنعِ مْهُ  مَوْیَْلا  کَِلذَکَوَ  .هِمِْلعِ  هَبَْیعَ  اوُناکَوَ  هِِمارَحَوَ ،

ضِرْلأَا لِهْأَِب  اللهُا  دَارَأَ  اذَإ  .اًقّحَ  یِبأَ  بَاحَصْأَوَ  يِّرسِ  عَدَوْتَسُْم 

ءًایَحْأَ یِتعَیشِ  مُوجُُن  مْهُ  .ءَوُّسلا  مُهُْنعَ  مْهِِب  فَرَصَ  اًءوسُ 

اللهُا فُشِکْیَ  مْهِِب  .یِبأَ  رَکْذِ  اوْیَحْأَ  نَیذَِّلا  مُهُ  .اًتاوَْمأَوَ 

نَیِلطِْبمُْلا لَاحَِتْنإ  نِیِّدلا  اذَهَ  نْعَ  نَوفُْنیَ  هٍعَدِْب ، َّلکُ 

.نَیِلاغَْلا لَیوِأْتَوَ 

May Allah sanctify

neither his soul nor the souls of his likes! He reviled some personalities

whom my father used to entrust with the lawful and the unlawful matters that

!have been decided by Almighty Allah and they were the store of his knowledge

Similarly, these very persons are the hoards of my secrets and true

companions of my father. If Almighty Allah wills to pour a misfortune on the

inhabitants of this earth, he may save them from this misfortune for the sake

of these persons in particular. They are verily the stars of my followers

i.e. Shi`ah) in their lifetimes and after their death. It is they who)

revived the affairs of my father. By them, Almighty Allah exposes all

heresies. They save this religion from the fabrications of the wrongdoers and
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.the misinterpretations of the exaggerators

! هُلَْثِم سََّدقَ  لاَوَ  هُحَورُ ، اللهُا  سََّدقَ  لاَ 

اللهِا لِلاَحَ  یلَعَ  مْهُنَمَتَْئا  یِبأَ  نَاکَ  اًماوَْقأَ  رَکَذَ  هَُّنإ 

يدِْنعِ مْهُ  مَوْیَْلا  کَِلذَکَوَ  .هِمِْلعِ  هَبَْیعَ  اوُناکَوَ  هِِمارَحَوَ ،

ضِرْلأَا لِهْأَِب  اللهُا  دَارَأَ  اذَإ  .اًقّحَ  یِبأَ  بَاحَصْأَوَ  يِّرسِ  عَدَوْتَسُْم 

ءًایَحْأَ یِتعَیشِ  مُوجُُن  مْهُ  .ءَوُّسلا  مُهُْنعَ  مْهِِب  فَرَصَ  اًءوسُ 

اللهُا فُشِکْیَ  مْهِِب  .یِبأَ  رَکْذِ  اوْیَحْأَ  نَیذَِّلا  مُهُ  .اًتاوَْمأَوَ 

نَیِلطِْبمُْلا لَاحَِتْنإ  نِیِّدلا  اذَهَ  نْعَ  نَوفُْنیَ  هٍعَدِْب ، َّلکُ 

.نَیِلاغَْلا لَیوِأْتَوَ 

May Allah sanctify

neither his soul nor the souls of his likes! He reviled some personalities

whom my father used to entrust with the lawful and the unlawful matters that

!have been decided by Almighty Allah and they were the store of his knowledge

Similarly, these very persons are the hoards of my secrets and true

companions of my father. If Almighty Allah wills to pour a misfortune on the

inhabitants of this earth, he may save them from this misfortune for the sake

of these persons in particular. They are verily the stars of my followers

i.e. Shi`ah) in their lifetimes and after their death. It is they who)

revived the affairs of my father. By them, Almighty Allah exposes all

heresies. They save this religion from the fabrications of the wrongdoers and
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.the misinterpretations of the exaggerators

?” The Imam (‘a) then wept. I (the reporter) asked, “Who are these

:The Imam (‘a) answered

نْمَ

: اًتاوَْمأَوَ ءًایَحْأَ  هُُتمَحْرَ  مْهِْیلَعَوَ  اللهِا ، تُاوَلَصَ  مْهِْیلَعَ 

.مٍِلسُْم نُْب  دَُّمحَُموَ  هُرَارَزُوَ  رٍیصَِب  وُبأَوَ  ُّیِلجَعُْلا  دُْیرَُب 

Allah’s blessings and

mercy be upon them in their lifetimes and after their death. They are Burayd

(al-`Ujali, Abu-Basir, Zurarah, and Muhammad ibn Muslim.(1

:Dawud ibn Sarhan has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

p: 37
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یِّنإ

ءِارَمِْلاوَ لِادَجِْلا  نِعَ  هُاهَْنأَوَ  ثِیدِحَْلاِب ، لَجَُّرلا  ثُِّدحَلأُ 

يدِْنعِ نِْم  جُرُخْیَفَ  سِایَقِْلا ، نِعَ  هُاهَْنأَوَ  اللهِا ، نِیدِ  یِف 

یِبأَ بَاحَصْأَ  َّنإ  ...هِِلیوِأْتَ  رِْیغَ  یلَعَ  یِثیدِحَ  لَُّوأَتَیَفَ 

نَْب دََّمحَُموَ  هَرَارَزُ  یِنعْأَ  .اًتاوَْمأَوَ  ءًایَحْأَ  اًنْیزَ  اوُناکَ 

ءِلاَؤُهَ .ُّیِلجَعُْلا  دُْیرَُبوَ  ُّيدِارَمُْلا  ثُْیَل  مْهُْنِموَ  مٍِلسُْم 

ءِلاَؤُهَ طِسْقِْلاِب ، نَوُماَّوقَْلا  ءِلاَؤُهَ  طِسْقِْلاِب ، نَوُلِئاقَْلا 

.نَوُبَّرقَمُْلا کَِئَلوأُ  نَوقُِباَّسلا  نَوقُِباَّسلا 

When I hold a discourse with some men and warn them

against argument and disputation in matters concerning the religion of

Almighty Allah and against analogy, they misinterpret my discourse as soon as

…. they leave me

The companions of my father were good examples in their

,lifetimes and after their death. These are Zurarah, Muhammad ibn Muslim

.Layth al-Muradi, and Burayd al-`Ujali. It is these people who speak fairly

It is these people who are the maintainers of justice. It is these who are

(the foremost—the foremost who are drawn near to Allah.(1

The companions of my father were good examples in their

,lifetimes and after their death. These are Zurarah, Muhammad ibn Muslim

.Layth al-Muradi, and Burayd al-`Ujali. It is these people who speak fairly
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It is these people who are the maintainers of justice. It is these who are

(the foremost—the foremost who are drawn near to Allah.(2

Undertaking the Mission of Issuing Verdicts ( 2)

The Holy Imams (‘a) specially directed the best among their companions and those
distinguished by knowledge and virtue to undertake the mission of issuing verdicts
and reporting their traditions to the next generations of the virtuous community.
Sometimes, the Holy Imams (‘a) would direct these elite companions to give legal
opinions to the Muslims of other sects according to each individual’s sect so that these
personalities would take their natural role in the Muslim community and, at the same

time, maintain

p: 38
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.the virtuous community and its particularities as a favor

In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said to Mu`adh ibn Muslim al-
Nahawi (the grammarian), “I have been informed that you sit in the mosque and give

.” legal opinions to people

Yes, I do,” Mu`adh answered, “and I wanted to ask you about this before I left you. “
As I sit in the mosque, people come to ask me questions. When I know that the asker
is an opponent of you, I answer him according to the other sects’ opinion. When I
know that the asker is a follower of you, I answer him according to what you have
said about his question. However, it happens that a man whose sect I cannot
recognize comes to me, so I answer by saying that so-and-so scholar says this, and
so-and-so scholar says that. Hence, I include your sayings along with the others’

.” opinions

(The Imam (‘a) answered, “Good, continue in this way, because I myself do it.”(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

اوُفرِعْإ

.اَّنعَ مْهِِتایَاوَرِ  نِْم  نَوُنسِحُْی  امَ  رِدْقَِب  انَِتعَیشِ  لَزِانَمَ 

.اًثِّدحَُم نَوکُیَ  یَّتحَ  اًهیقِفَ  مْهُْنِم  هَیقِفَلا  ُّدعَُن  اَّنإفَ لاَ 

Recognize the ranks of our

followers (i.e. Shi`ah) according to the extent to which they master reporting

our traditions. Verily, we cannot consider one to be a real jurisprudent

i.e. faqih) until one is a proven traditionist (i.e. reporter of our)

(. traditions

p: 39
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The Imam (‘a) was asked, “Is it possible that a faithful believer receives from the
?” angels directly

:He answered

، اًمَّهفَُم نُوکُیَ  نُِمؤْمُْلا ) )

.ثَُّدحَمُْلا مَُّهفَمُْلاوَ 

A faithful believer may receive explanations from the

angels. Hence, one who receives explanations is receiving them directly from

(the angels.(1

Asking people to refer to well-versed scholars ( 3)

The Holy Imams (‘a) used to draw the attention of the masses towards referring to
the elite companions and distinguished scholars in questions of religion in general and
religious laws in particular so that the structure of the virtuous community could be
accomplished in their lives. In this way, when the next generations of the virtuous
community would refer to the well-versed scholars in religious issues, this significant

.feature would be automatically entrenched in the milieu of the virtuous community

Ahmad ibn Ishaq has reported that he asked Imam Abu’l-hasan al-Riza (‘a), “With

whom should I deal? From whom should I take (answers to my religious questions)?
?” Whose word should I accept as true

:The Imam (‘a) answered

ُّيرِمَعُلاَ

یِّنعَفَ یِّنعَ  لَاقَ  امَوَ  يِّدؤَُی ، یِّنعَفَ  یِّنعَ  يَّدأَ  امَفَ  یِتقَِث ،

.نُوُمأْمَْلا هُقَِّثلا  هَُّنإفَ  عْطِأَوَ ، هَُل  عْمَسْافَ  .لُوقُیَ 

Al-`Umari is my trustee. So, whatever he conveys to you on behalf of me is truly

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 512 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_40_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


conveyed on

behalf of me. Whatever he says to you on behalf of me is truly said on behalf

.of me. So, you must listen to and obey him. He is verily, an honest trustee

p: 40
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When the reporter put the same question before Imam Abu-Muhammad (‘a), he
:answered

، نِاتَقَِث هُُنْباوَ  ُّيرِمَعُلاَ 

یِّنعَفَ کََل  لاَاقَ  امَوَ  نِایَِّدؤَُی ، یِّنعَفَ  یِّنعَ  ایََّدأَ  امَفَ 

نِاتَقَِّثلا امَهَُّنإفَ  امَهُْعطِأَوَ ، امَهَُل  عْمَسْافَ  نِلاَوقُیَ ،

.نِاَنوُمأْمَْلا

Al-`Umari and his son are

trustworthy. So, whatever they convey to you on behalf of me is truly

conveyed on behalf of me. Whatever they say to you on behalf of me is truly

said on behalf of me. So, you must listen to and obey them. They are verily

.honest trustees

:The reporter once asked al-`Umari a certain question and al-`Umari answered

اوُلأَسْتَ نْأَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  مٌَّرحَُم 

لَِّلحَأُ نْأَ  یِل  سَْیلَفَ  يدِْنعِ ، نِْم  اذَهَ  لُوُقأَ  لاَوَ  .کَِلذَ  نْعَ 

.مَِّرحَأُ لاَوَ 

It is forbidden for you

.all (i.e. the Shi`ah) to ask this question. Do not cite such a thing from me

(I have no right to forbid or deem things lawful.(1

Isma`il ibn al-Fazl al-Hashimi has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about
(. temporary marriage (i.e. mut`ah

:The Imam (‘a) answered
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نَْب کِِلمَْلا  دَْبعَ  قَْلإ 

.اًمْلعِ اهَْنِم  هُدَْنعِ  َّنإفَ  اهَْنعَ ، هُْلسَفَ  حٍْیرَجُ 

You may find `Abd al-Malik

ibn Jurayh and address this question to him, because he has considerable

.knowledge of this matter

The reporter said: I therefore met with `Abd al-Malik who dictated a great deal of
knowledge to me proving the legality of temporary marriage. Within the matters that

`Abd al-Malik has reported about temporary marriage is

p: 41
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.that its term and number are limitless

I then brought the paper dictated by `Abd al-Malik to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and he,
(confirming it, replied, “These dictations are true.”(1

Al-Mufazzal ibn `Umar has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) during a long discourse
:to al-Fayz ibn al-Mukhtar said

اذَإفَ

.سِِلاجَْلا اذَهَِب  کَْیلَعَفَ  انَثَیدِحَ  تَدْرَأَ 

,If you want to be on familiar terms with our traditions

.you must join the sessions of this man

When I asked our companions about the man whom the Imam (‘a) had indicated, they
(answered, “He is Zurarah ibn A`yun.”(2

Ali ibn al-Musayyab al-Hamadani has reported that he once said to Imam al-Riza`
(‘a), “My home is far away, and I cannot visit you any time I want. From whom should I

?” acquire matters of the religion

:The Imam (‘a) answered

، ِّیِّمقُْلا مَدَآ  نِْب  اَّیرِکَزَ  نِْم  …

.ایَْنُّدلاوَ نِیِّدلا  یلَعَ  نِوُمأْمَْلا 

You should receive them

from Zakariyya ibn Adam al-Qummi, the one entrusted with worldly and

.religious affairs

The reporter added: When I left, I visited Zakariyya ibn Adam and asked him
(everything I needed.(3
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Abd al-`Aziz ibn al-Muhtadi and al-hasan ibn `Ali ibn Yaqtin have both reported that`
they asked Imam al-Riza (‘a), “We can with difficulty present ourselves before you

whenever we want to ask you about what we need from the

p: 42
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matters of our religion. Is Yunus ibn `Abd al-Rahman so trustworthy that we can
?” receive from him whatever we need about the matters of religion

(The Imam (‘a) answered in the affirmative.(1

Al-Fazl ibn Shadhan has reported `Abd al-`Aziz al-Muhtadi—describing him as the
best of the people of Qum he had ever met and the representative of Imam al-Riza
('a) and one of his elite companions—as saying, “I said to Imam al-Riza, ‘I cannot visit

?’ you whenever I want to, so from whom should I acquire the matters of religion

:The Imam (‘a) answered

دِْبعَ نِْب  سَُنوُی  نْعَ  ذْخُ 

.نِامَحَّْرلا

You should take them from

(Yunus ibn `Abd al-Rahman.(2
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Second Responsibility: Judgment

Point

Judgment, in the sense of deciding judicially which party of two disputants is rightful
and which is not, is considered one of the most important issues in the organization of
the Muslim community in general and the virtuous community in particular. It is,
moreover, one of the basic topics for which the Divine Books were revealed and the
Divine Messages were given to Prophets and Messengers of Almighty Allah. This is
because judgment is correlated with matters of disputation and contention among

people—an issue that coexisted with the first brick in the human structure of life.
Throughout the various ages of human progression, this issue has always had such a
special significance that it gave man the idea that the issues of government and
establishment of states are originally and inseparably connected with the issue of

.judgment with which the state develops into a social system

Being connected to issues of contention and disputation, judgment seems

complicated to some extent. In some cases, both parties of litigation believe that they
are right. Moreover, the result of judgment can sometimes be opposite to the factual
right causing more complication, since the owner of the right may be judicially forced

.to abandon his right and keep silent because of a judgment made by a judge

In view of all this, the Holy Qur'an connects faith with surrender to the judgment that
اودُجِیَ اَل  َّمُث  مْهُنَْیَب  رَجَشَ  امَیِف  كَومُِّکحَُی  یَّتحَ  نَوُنِمؤُْی  اَل  کَِّبرَوَ  الَفَ   is issued by the Holy Prophet (s). Hence, it

امًیِلسْتَ اومُِّلسَُیوَ  تَْیضَقَ  اَّمِم  اجًرَحَ  مْهِسِفُْنأَ  یِف 

But no! By your Lord! They

do not truly believe until they make you a judge of that which has become a

matter of disagreement among them, and then do not find any resistance in

.their hearts as to what you have decided and submit with entire submission

(4:65)
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The Holy Prophet (s), who is divinely infallible and connected with divine revelation,
:took precautions for himself and for his authority among Muslims, saying

مْکُنَْیَب یضِْقأَ  امََّنإ 

، ضٍْعَب نِْم  هِِتَّجحُِب  نُحَْلأَ  مْکُضُْعَبوَ  نِامَْیلأَاوَ ، تِانَِّیبَْلاِب 

تُْعطَقَ امَّنإفَ  اًئْیشَ  هِیخِأَ  لِامَ  نِْم  هَُل  تُْعطَقَ  لٍجُرَ  اَّمیأَفَ 

.رٍاَن نِْم  هًعَطِْق  هِِب  هَُل 

I can only judge between

you on the bases of evidence and oaths, and some of you may provide their

evidence more convincingly than others. So, if I deem a portion of the

property of someone to be for another, this will mean that I have decided a

(piece of Hellfire for him.(1

Judgment, in the aforesaid tradition, does not include decisions made based on
Unseen Divine Knowledge (al-ghayb al-ilahi). Judgments based on presented
evidence may sometimes be contrary to actual fact, such as in cases when a plaintiff
cannot find evidence to prove his claim, when a defendant swears falsely to gain the
decision, or when a defendant refers taking an oath to the plaintiff who refrains from
taking it out of fear of Almighty Allah and thus relinquishes his right so that the case is
won by the defendant. The defendant might also provide false witnesses who
apparently seem righteous and thus the judge may accept their testimony and issue a

.judgment contrary to reality

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) encountered a real problem in the milieus of
the virtuous community when they attempted to fill this crucial gap in the general

system

p: 45
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.of the virtuous community. Therefore, they found a veritable and practical solution

The problem of flawless judgment has various aspects some of which are related to
the ruling authority since the position of a judge is an official position that requires
permission determined and given by the ruling authority. This is the point of
difference between judicature, being a governmental position, and issuance of
verdicts, which was practiced by any well-versed scholar, traditionist, or student of

.jurisprudence without need for permission

Other aspects are related to the executive and procedural power. A judge may settle
a dispute by a sentence that he issues, but the actual executor of this sentence is the
executive power, such as the police and other governmental agencies that use power
to put that sentence into action when a party of the lawsuit refrains from submitting

to the judge’s sentence. As for the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), they did not
.have such executive power

Other aspects are related to the community itself, be it a reluctance of qualified
persons to assume this precise and sensitive job or be it the masses’ response and

(. commitment to the decisions issued by the Holy Imams (‘a

Despite all these impediments, the Holy Imams (‘a) succeeded in creating an active
and functioning system of judicature during the span of their actual lifetimes which
continued to survive during other ages. To achieve this goal, the Holy Imams (‘a)
provided an exceptional form of judgment that is characterized by exactitude,

.flexibility, and lucidity. This form can be found in their traditions about judgment

p: 46
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True Judgment

Let us refer to some aspects and steps that the Holy Imams (‘a) developed in order to
:establish their exceptional form of judgment

A. The Holy Imams (‘a) severely condemned individuals who presented their lawsuits
before unjust judges that had been appointed by tyrannical and unjust ruling
authorities. Such condemnation was not only based on the probability that such
inexperienced judges would issue flawed judgments with regard to the religious law

:of Islam, but also based on two other important issues

First: The position of a judge is a divinely designated office that none has the right to
hold except those well-qualified. Without such qualification, which is both spiritual and
practical, judgeship is invalid even where a judge has judged according to that which

.is true. Hence, unqualified judges are unsuitable for holding this divine position

:In this respect, Sulayman ibn Khalid has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

َّنإفَ هَمَوکُحُْلا ؛ اوقَُّتإ 

یِف لِدِاعَْلا  ءِاضَقَْلاِب  مِِلاعَلا  مِامَلإِل  یَهِ  امََّنإ  هَمَوکُحُْلا 

.ٍّیِبَن ِّیصِوَ  وْأ  ٍّیِبِنکَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا ،

Avoid holding the position

of judgeship, because this position must be exclusively held by a leader who

is well-versed in judgment and who treats Muslims justly, such as a Prophet

(or a Prophet’s successor (i.e. wasi).(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported as saying

p: 47
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؛ هٌعََبرْأَ هُاضَقُْلاَ 

وَهُوَ رٍوْجَِب  یضَقَ  لٌجَرَ  هَِّنجَْلا : یِف  دٌحِاوَوَ  رِاَّنلا  یِف  هٌَثلاََث 

، مُلَْعیَ وَهُوَ لاَ  رٍوْجَِب  یضَقَ  لٌجُرَوَ  .رِاَّنلا  یِف  وَهُفَ  مُلَْعیَ ،

وَهُفَ مُلَْعیَ ، وَهُوَ لاَ  ِّقحَْلاِب  یضَقَ  لٌجُرَوَ  .رِاَّنلا  یِف  وَهُفَ 

یِف وَهُفَ  مُلَْعیَ ، وَهُوَ  ِّقحَْلاِب  یضَقَ  لٌجُرَوَ  .رِاَّنلا  یِف 

.هَِّنجَْلا

There

are four categories of judges—three will be in Hellfire and only one in

;Paradise: (1) a judge that intentionally rules unjustly will be in Hellfire

a judge that rules unjustly because he does not know will also be in ( 2)

Hellfire; (3) a judge that rules according to that which is true but he does

not know will also be in Hellfire; and (4) a judge that rules according to

that which is true and knows (that he is ruling according to the truth) will

(be in Paradise.(1

Abu-Basir has reported that he, once, said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “It happens that I
have to decide about an issue that I have found neither in the Book of Allah nor in the

?” Sunnah. Should we use our view about such issues

:The Imam (‘a) answered

تَْبصَأَ نْإ  کََّنإ  امَأَ  لاَ ،

.اللهِا یلَعَ  تَْبذَکَ  تَأْطَخْأَ  نْإوَ  رْجَؤُْت ، مَْل 

No! If you do so and hit
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on the correct ruling, you will not be rewarded and if you do and fail to

make an accurate ruling, you will have fabricated a forgery against Almighty

(Allah.(2

Second: Referring to such false judges is a submission and surrender to the
governments of tyrannical and unjust ruling authorities who appoint such unqualified
persons as judges. As a result, reference to such judges is regarded as “summoning

:one another to the judgment of Satan” about which the Holy Qur'an says
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نْأَ اورُِمأُ  دْقـَوَ  تِوغُاَّطلا  یَلإِ  اومُکَاحـَتَیَ  نْأَ  نَودُـیرُِی  کَِـلْبقَ  نِْم  لَزِْنأُ  امـَوَ  کَْـیَلإِ  لَزِْنأُ  امـَِب  اوُـنمَآ  مْهَُّنأَ  نَومـُعُزْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  یَلإِ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ 
ادًیعَِب اًلالَضَ  مْهَُّلضُِی  نْأَ  نُاطَْیَّشلا  دُیرُِیوَ  هِِب  اورُفُکْیَ 

Have you not seen those who

assert that they believe in what has been revealed to you and what was

revealed before you? They desire to summon one another to the judgment of the

Evil One, though they were commanded to deny him, and Satan desires to lead

(them astray into remote error. (4:60

Abu-Basir has quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) regarding a man who had a dispute with one
of his brethren-in-faith about a property. When the latter asked him to accept a third
person of their faith as arbiter, the former refused and insisted on summoning his

.brother-in-faith to the official court of the unjust ruling authorities

نْأَ نَودُـیرُِی  کَِلْبقَ  نِْم  لَزِْنأُ  امـَوَ  کَْـیَلإِ  لَزِْنأُ  امـَِب  اوُنمَآ  مْهَُّنأَ  نَومُعُزْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  یَلإِ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ  : } َّلجـَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَاقـَ  نَیذَِّلا  هَِلزِْنمَِب  نَاکـَ  …

 { ادًیعَِب اًلالَضَ  مْهَُّلضُِی  نْأَ  نُاطَْیَّشلا  دُیرُِیوَ  هِِب  اورُفُکْیَ  نْأَ  اورُِمأُ  دْقَوَ  تِوغُاَّطلا  یَلإِ  اومُکَاحَتَیَ 

This man is of the same rank of those about whom Almighty Allah has said, “Have you
not seen those who

assert that they believe in what has been revealed to you and what was

revealed before you? They desire to summon one another to the judgment of the

(Evil One, though they were commanded to deny him. (4:60)”(1

Umar ibn hanzalah has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “Two of our`
acquaintances disputed about a debt or an issue of inheritance. They sued one

?” another before the ruling authority and their judges. Is this acceptable

p: 49
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:The Imam (‘a) answered

نْمَ

، تٍوغُاطَ یَلإ  مَکَاحَتَ  امََّنإفَ  لٍطِاَب  وْأَ  ٍّقحَ  یِف  مْهِْیَلإ  مَکَاحَتَ 

، اًتِباَث هُُّقحَ  نَاکَ  نْإوَ  اًتحْسُ  ذُخُأْیَ  امََّنإفَ  هَُل  مُکُحْیَ  امَوَ 

رَفَکُْی نْأَ  اللهُا  رَمَأَ  دْقَوَ  تِوغُاَّطلا ، مِکْحُِب  هُذَخَأَ  هَُّنلأَ 

تِوغُاَّطلا یَلإِ  اومُکَاحَتَیَ  نْأَ  نَودُـیرُِی  کَِلْبقَ  نِْم  لَزِْنأُ  امَوَ  کَْیَلإِ  لَزِْنأُ  امَِب  اوُنمَآ  مْهَُّنأَ  نَومُعُزْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  یَلإِ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ  : } یَلاعَتَ اللهُا  لَاقـَ  .هِِب 
 { ادًیعَِب اًلالَضَ  مْهَُّلضُِی  نْأَ  نُاطَْیَّشلا  دُیرُِیوَ  هِِب  اورُفُکْیَ  نْأَ  اورُِمأُ  دْقَوَ 

Anyone who takes their litigation before such judges, be the judge right

(. or wrong, has in reality taken his litigation to the Evil One (Taghut

,Whatever he gains from that court is considered illegally acquired property

even if it is his right. This is because he has taken it through the judgment

(, of the Evil One while Almighty Allah has commanded to deny him (the Evil One

saying, “Have you not seen those who assert that they believe in what has been

revealed to you and what was revealed before you? They desire to summon one

.another to the judgment of Satan, though they were commanded to deny him

(1) (” 4:60)

B. On various occasions, the Holy Imams (‘a) laid great stress on this issue so as to
achieve a practical goal and create a strong personal deterrent that replaces the
executive power of official judges of the unjust ruling authorities. As a step in this
way, the Holy Imams (‘a) advised the virtuous community to strongly condemn the
corruption, deviation and aggression that the offices of the ruling authorities in

.general and the system of judicature in particular used against the rights of people
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C. In the designation of a judge, the Holy Imams (‘a) followed a method characterized
.by flexibility on the one hand and by proportional power of execution on the other

p: 50

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 18:4, H. 4 - - 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 529 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


They used to ask the disputant parties to choose for themselves an arbitrator and
reach an agreement on selecting a judge, as is mentioned in the accepted tradition
(i.e. maqbulah)(1) of `Umar ibn hanzalah and the authenticated tradition (i.e.

.muwaththaqah) of Abu-Basir

ome scholars believe that such traditions do not denote a judge in the ordinary
meaning, but give explanations of the qualities of the arbitrators of judgment and
conciliation, because they specify as condition the consent of the two parties.(2)
However, the last statement in the tradition involved apparently shows that it denotes

.the designation of judges

D. The Holy Imams (‘a) gave general, simplified, and clear-cut qualifications that must

be held by a judge whose words are taken as final judgment in the case that many

(. judges disagree about a question (i.e. a chief-judge

Umar ibn hanzalah has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “Two of our`
acquaintances disputed about a debt or an issue of inheritance. They sued one

?” another before the ruling authority and their judges. Is this acceptable

:The Imam (‘a) answered

مَکَاحَتَ نْمَ 

، تٍوغُاَّطلا یَلإ  مَکَا  - حَتَ -ا  مََّنإفَ لٍطِا  وْأَ بَ- ٍّقحَ  یِف  مْهِْیَلإ 

-اً، تِباَث اًقّحَ  نَاکَ  نْإوَ  اًتحْسُ  ذُخُأْیَ  امََّنإفَ  هَُل  مُکُحْیَ  امَوَ 

رَفَکُْی نْأَ  اللهُا  رَمَأَ  دْقَوَ  تِوغُاَّطلا ، -مِ  کْحُِب هُذَ  - خَأَ هَُّنلأَ 

تِوغُاَّطلا یَلإِ  اومُکَاحَتَیَ  نْأَ  نَودُـیرُِی  کَِلْبقَ  نِْم  لَزِْنأُ  امَوَ  کَْیَلإِ  لَزِْنأُ  امَِب  اوُنمَآ  مْهَُّنأَ  نَومُعُزْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  یَلإِ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ  : } یَلاعَتَ اللهُا  لَاقـَ  .هِِب 
 { ادًیعَِب اًلالَضَ  مْهَُّلضُِی  نْأَ  نُاطَْیَّشلا  دُیرُِیوَ  هِِب  اورُفُکْیَ  نْأَ  اورُِمأُ  دْقَوَ 

Anyone who takes their

litigation before such judges, be the judge right or wrong, has in reality taken
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his litigation to the Evil One (Taghut). Whatever he gains from that court is

considered illegally acquired property, even if it is his right. This is

because he has taken it by the judgment of the Evil One while Almighty Allah

has commanded to deny him, saying, “Have you not seen those who assert that

they believe in what has been revealed to you and what was revealed before

you? They desire to summon one another to the judgment of Satan, though they

(were commanded to deny him. (4:60

p: 51

An accepted tradition (maqbulah) is that which is admitted by scholars although its - 1
.series of narrators does not meet the qualifications required

.Ayatollah Sayyid al-Khu'i, Minhaj al-Salihin, 1:4 - - 2
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.What should they do instead?” asked the reporter“

:The Imam (‘a) explained

نِارَظُْنیَ

انَِللاَحَ یِف  رَظََنوَ  انَثَیدِحَ  يوَرَ  دْقَ  نَّْمِم  مْکُْنِم  نَاکَ  نْمَ 

دْقَ یِّنإفَ  اًمکَحَ ، هِِب  اوضُرْیَْلفَ  انَمَاکَحْأَ ، فَرَعَوَ  انَِمارَحَوَ 

لْبَْقیَ مْلَفَ  انَمِکْحُِب  مَکَحَ  اذَإفَ  .اًمکِاحَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  هُُتْلعَجَ 

ُّداَّرلاوَ َّدرَ ، انَْیلَعَوَ  اللهِا  مِکْحُِب  َّفخَتَسْإ  امََّنإفَ  هُُنِم ،

.اللهِاِب كِرِّْشلا  ِّدحَ  یلَعَ  وَهُوَ  اللهِا ، یلَعَ  ُّداَّرلا  انَْیلَعَ 

They should choose one

from among you who has reported our sayings, learnt the questions that we

have deemed legal and those we have deemed illegal, and gained knowledge of

our judgments; hence, they should accept him as arbitrator, for I proclaim such

individuals to be your judges. If the arbitrator then decides according to our

judgments, any rejecting party would be belittling the judgment of Allah and rejecting

us. Whoever rejects us has in fact rejected Almighty Allah—an act, which is

(as grave as polytheism.(1

p: 52

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 18:99 Sifat al-Qazi (Qualities of judges), S.11, H.1 - 1
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Third Responsibility: Authority

Without doubt, authority (wilayah) and Imamate is the most important divinely
designated position in the Islamic system as is openly stated by the Holy Qur'an and
the traditions that are authentically reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), some of which

.have been previously cited in this book under different titles

It is also possible to insert the first responsibility (issuance of verdicts or propagation
and elucidation of religious issues) and the second responsibility (judgment) within

.this very important divinely designated position

The greatness and holiness of this position and the numerousness of tyrants,
oppressors and leaders of injustice that have claimed this position might be two
reasons that caused the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) to condemn the others
who claimed this holy position on the one hand and confirm that the position was

.designated to them alone on the other

This may be a convincing explanation for the scarcity of traditions about a decent and
well-versed mujtahid having the right of general authority after the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a).
The Holy Imams (‘a) confirmed that the general authority was originally their
exclusive right in which nobody else shared in order to block any possible
psychological or mental gap that might have aroused the idea that others who claim
having this authority might have the like of this right or that their right of authority

.might be parallel to the divinely designated right of authority of the Holy Imams

It is also noteworthy that all the traditions about the qualities of judges restrict the
right of judgeship to the Holy Imams (‘a) except for some reported texts indicating

them to be restricted to the arbitrators of conciliation and

p: 53
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.judgments of mutual consent

Based on such interpretations, a group of jurisprudents are of the opinion that there is
no definite text (authentically reported from the Holy Imams (‘a)) involving the
designation of the mujtahid for this divine position. Such jurisprudents, however,
admit that it is not feasible to leave this divine position unoccupied and lacking a
responsible person among the Muslim community, who possesses the essential
qualifications (al-qadr al-mutayaqqan) to undertake the responsibility of this position
must be a well-qualified mujtahid. These jurisprudents also agree that the well-
qualified mujtahid is the most suitable person to occupy this divine position from
another type of evidence which is called dalil al-hisbah, meaning evidence that is

(derived from necessity.(1

In any case, some texts that are reported from the Holy Imams (‘a) refer to or can be
understood, suggestively or openly, as referring to the general authority of the well-
qualified jurisprudent. Apart from exhaustive discussions on each of these texts, we
can, in the main, extract this conceptual trend in the Ahl al-Bayt’s building of the

system

p: 55

In the search for general authority, jurisprudents have dealt with this topic. In - - 1
sum, some of them have concluded that the general authority of the jurisprudent
(wilayat al-faqih) is proven by clear texts reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), while
others have concluded that this position is proven by the reason-based necessity for
occupation of this important position by the most qualified person, as well as by other
proofs. Thoughtfully but simply, I have discussed this topic in my book entitled al-
hukm al-islami bayna al-nazariyyah wa’l-tatbiq (Islamic Government: Theory and
Application). Here, I prefer to discuss this topic from the angle of the universal and

.conceptual basis rather than other angles
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of the virtuous community—entailing that the well-qualified and well-versed
(. jurisprudent must undertake the affairs of the general authority (wilayah

More precisely, the position of the general authority is a fact firmly established in the
milieus of the Ahl al-Bayt’s followers as it has been practiced by the mujtahids and
supported by the scholars, irrespective of the evidence proving its transfer to the

.well-qualified jurisprudents

However, the most obvious divine text that can be used as evidence proving this
general authority for the well-qualified jurisprudents is the aforesaid verse (No. 44) of
Surah al-Ma'idah (No. 6). As for hadith, the best tradition that proves this issue is a

:document of Imam al-Mahdi (may Allah hasten his advent) which he himself dictated

هُعَِقاوَْلا ثُدِاوَحَْلا  اَّمأَوَ 

مْکُْیلَعَ یِتَّجحُ  مْهَُّنإفَ  انَِثیدِحَ ، هِاوَرُ  یَلإ  اهَیِف  اوعُجِرْافَ 

.اللهِا هَُّجحُ  اَنأَوَ 

As for the events that shall

take place in the future, you must refer them to the reporters of our

traditions, for they are my proofs for you and I am the Proof of Almighty

(Allah.(1

This tradition, pointing out ‘the events that shall take place in the future’, signifies the
emerging issues that humanity is bound to encounter in the daily activities of life that
will require a religious law to resolve them. In addition, the statement that the
reporters of the traditions are the proofs of the Imam (‘a) for people has been
concluded with the statement that the Imam (‘a) is the Proof of Almighty Allah for
people. Of course, this is comprehensive and general. This significance can also be
gauged from the traditions describing the qualities of judges. As has been previously

discussed, judicial authority is considered to be one of the
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p: 55

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 18:101, H. 9 - - 1
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.most important and crucial positions of the general authority

The discussion of this topic consummates the Holy Imams’ (‘a) conception about the
system of the virtuous community thus: the well-qualified jurisprudent (mujtahid)
must conclusively be the religious referential authority of the individuals of the

(. virtuous community, and such authority undertakes the tasks of the Imam (‘a

Among the many well-versed jurisprudents, the religious referential authority can be
appointed either through direct election by the masses made after investigating the
required personal qualities–knowledgeability, decency, experience, competence, and
others to which experienced people must testify–after which it becomes obligatory
upon them to act upon the verdicts of that mujtahid; or, through indirect election by
the masses who elect experienced individuals who in turn elect the general referential
authority who then holds the authority of the Holy Imam. Such a process of election
and voting cannot take place unless the masses possess the determination and
freedom to vote in order to freely express their wills. As a practical example, well-
versed scholars of the Islamic Republic of Iran elected the general referential

(authority and the Constitution of the country upheld their election.(1

p: 56

Further discussions of this issue have been cited in my book of al-hukm al-islami - 1
bayna al-nazariyyah wa’l-tatbiq (Islamic Government: Theory and Application);

.Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Act 5
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CHAPTER TWO: IDENTITY AND ITS ASPECTS

Point

Identity and Its Role . 1

Aspects of Identity . 2

Specifications of Identity . 3

p: 57
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Identity and Its Role

The identity of the virtuous community comprises the characteristics and features
that distinguish the virtuous community from others, including title, origin, personal

.qualities, category, and rank

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took tremendous interest in the matter of
identifying the character of the virtuous community and delineating its features
because such identification brings about momentous consequences and results that
reflect on the common behavior of the individuals of the virtuous community,
contribute to shedding light on their goals and progression, and coordinate and

.organize the contents and purport of their rituals

Firstly, we can clearly conclude that distinguishing the identity and character of the
virtuous community contributes greatly towards building the personality of the
individuals of the virtuous community on the basis of each individual’s identifying
strengths because it is natural for man to express his identity and endeavor to

.highlight it

econdly, recognition of identity reveals the nature of one’s affiliations, intellectual,
.social and political

Thirdly, distinguishing identity establishes the foundations of the virtuous community

and stresses close connections, mutual understanding and cooperation between the
.members of this community

Fourthly, when the essence and constituents of identity are superlative and powerful,
it generates power and attracts and influences others. Hence, identity acts as the title
and brilliant countenance of the virtuous community which encourages others to join

.it

p: 59
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Aspects of Identity

Point

The Holy Imams (‘a) outlined the identity of the virtuous community with a number of
major aspects representing the message of Islam. Such aspects can be understood
from the traditions in which the Imams talk to their followers about their own
identities and the features of these demonstrated in the personalities of their
followers. The Holy Imams (‘a) drew the attention of their followers to the following

:aspects

Islam, the substance and goals of its message ( 1)

The essential feature identifying the virtuous community was propagating the
concepts and terms of the Holy Qur'an and presenting its spiritual and moral content
together with the goals of its message. This stems from the fact that the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) wanted the virtuous community to live within the Muslim community as part of it,
undertaking responsibility, having an effect on it, and leaving no stone unturned to
achieve the objectives of the system of the virtuous community. Moreover, the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) wanted the individuals of the virtuous community to act as good and

.righteous examples for the Muslim nation

Historical Roots and Past Divine Messages ( 2)

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) confirmed the fact that the existence of the virtuous community

was not accidental in the history of Islam being created by exceptional political
circumstances which led to depriving the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) of the leadership of the
Islamic government; rather, the virtuous community is a group that from its roots is
an extension and goal of past divine messages, exactly like Islam which, as a religion,
aspired to confirm its historical roots by verifying all past divine messages and

connecting

p: 60
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(. with the call of Prophet Abraham (‘a

(Loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a ( 3)

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) built up in their followers profound loyalty, which included love,
support, commitment, covenant, and affiliation to them politically, intellectually and in
conduct, which was a distinctive feature differentiating them from other sects and

.groups

They also instructed their followers to undertake the responsibilities of this affiliation
and to patiently bear difficulties. Such superlative loyalty is necessary because the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) represent the natural extension of the sealing of prophethood (through
the Prophet Muhammad (s)), the survival of the divinely commissioned leadership (of
the Holy Imams (‘a)), and the vicegerency of Almighty Allah on earth. They also
represent the original line of Islam, which corresponds with the actual understanding
of Islam and its sciences, as well as the actual revelation and interpretation of the

.Holy Qur'an

Human Nature, Social Dignity, Respect and Honor ( 4)

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) taught their followers that harmony with human nature, nobility in
conduct and fear of God are the criterion of dignity, success and superiority in worldly
life and in the sight of Almighty Allah, Who grants elevated ranks to whom He wishes.
This aspect of identity is of prime importance because it imbues the personality with
the capability of adjusting and coexisting with all humans in order to resist sieges and
isolation imposed by political, social, economic and mentally demanding

.circumstances

p: 61
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Specifications of Identity

Point

The previously mentioned aspects are obvious from a review of the specifications of
:identity as presented by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) to their followers

Name . 1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) gave the name Shi`ah (partisans), mu'min (faithful believer), and
muwali (loyalist) to the individuals of the virtuous community. The following traditions

:bespeak these names and titles

:Abu-Basir has reported that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said to those accompanying him

مُکُْئِنهُْیِل

.مُسْلإا

!Fitting for you is the name

Which name is that? May Allah accept me as ransom for you!” Abu-Basir asked. The“
:Imam (‘a) answered

.هُعَیِّشلا

.Shi`ah

.The people are using this name to dishonor us,” one of the companions complained“

:The Imam (‘a) replied

﴾ مَیهِارَْبإَِل هِِتعَیشِ  نِْم  َّنإِوَ  ﴿

.مُسْلإا مُکُْئِنهُْیْلفَ  هِِّودُعَ ﴾ نِْم  يذَِّلا  یلَعَ  هِِتعَیشِ  نِْم  يذَِّلا  هَُثاغَتَسْافَ  ﴿

Almighty Allah says)
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in the Holy Qur'an,) “Most surely, Abraham was one of his (Noah’s) followers

Shi`ah).” (37:83) “He who was of his party)

.” Shi`ah) cried out to him for help against him who was of his enemies)

(So, fitting for you is the name.(1 ( 28:15)

p: 62

Tafsir al-Qummi 2:223; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:12, H. 31 as quoted from the - - 1
.previous reference book, yet with little difference
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In this tradition, the Imam (‘a) connects the name of Shi`ah with its historical root,
that is Prophet Abraham (‘a) who was one of the Shi`ah of Prophet Noah (‘a). He also

.infers the name from the Holy Qur'an

:Confirming this fact, Abu-Basir reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

، هِمَحَّْرلا تِْیَب  لُهْأَ  نُحَْن 

.نٌایَْنُب ضِرْلأَا  یِف  نُحَْنوَ  .هِکَرَبَْلا  تِْیَبوَ  هِمَْعِّنلا ، تِْیَبوَ 

انََل َّلاإ  مَیهِارَْبإ  هُوَعْدَ  تَْناکَ  امَوَ  مِلاَسْلإا ، يرَعُ  انَُتعَیشِوَ 

یَلإ هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ  یَلإ  اللهُا  ینَْثتَسْإ  دِقََلوَ  .انَِتعَیشِوَ 

{ نَیوِاغَْلا نَِم  کَعَبََّتا  نِمَ  اَّلإِ  نٌاطَْلسُ  مْهِْیلَعَ  کََل  سَْیَل  يدِابَعِ  َّنإِ  : } لَاقَفَ سَیِلْبإ 

We are the Household of

mercy, the House of grace, and the House of blessing. In the earth, we are

the structure and our Shi`ah are the handles of Islam. The prayer of

Prophet) Abraham (‘a) was for none save us and our Shi`ah. Up to the Day of)

,Resurrection, Almighty Allah has excluded us from the sway of Iblis, saying

(Surely, as regards My servants, you have no authority over them. (15:42)”(1“

In a previous chapter, we have cited how the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) treated the name, rafizi,
which their enemies used for their followers. They (‘a) showed the historical root of
this name, which was the protestation of righteous followers of Prophet Moses (‘a)
against the children of Israel when they worshiped the calf and deserted Prophet

(. Aaron (‘a

p: 63

Tafsir al-`Ayyashi 2:243; Bihar al-Anwar 68:35-36, H. 75 (as quoted from the previous - 1
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Origin . 2

As far as origin and “soil of creation” are concerned, the Shi`ah belong to select lines
of descent, the most honorable lineages and the purest essences because they

.belong to the same “soil of creation” to which the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) belong

Abu-Dharr al-Ghifari is reported as saying: I saw the Holy Prophet (s) striking the
:shoulder of `Ali ibn Abi-Talib with his hand and saying

انََّبحَأَ نْمَ  ُّیِلعَ ؛ ایَ 

لُهْأَ انَُتعَیشِ  .جُْلعِْلا  وَهُفَ  انَضَغَْبأَ  نْمَوَ  ُّیِبرَعَْلا ، وَهُفَ 

.اًحیحِصَ هُدُِلوْمَ  نَاکَ  نْمَوَ  فِرََّشلاوَ  نِدِاعَمَْلاوَ  تِاتَوُیُبْلا 

سِاَّنلا رُِئاسَوَ  .انَُتعَیشِوَ  نُحَْن  َّلاإ  مَیهِارَْبإ  هَِّلِم  یلَعَ  امَوَ 

تِائَِّیسَ نَوُمدِهْیَ  هُتَکَِئلاَمَوَ  اللهَا  َّنإوَ  .ءٌارََب  اهَْنِم 

.نَایَْنُبْلا مُوْقَْلا  مُدِهْیَ  امَکَ  انَِتعَیشِ 

O `Ali, whoever loves us

(is a true Arab, and whoever hates us is an unbeliever. Our partisans (Shi`ah

are the people of honorable, unique, and highbred households. They are also

(those who are legitimately born. None is following the faith of (Prophet

.Abraham (‘a) except us and our Shi`ah, while all the others are outside that faith

Verily, Almighty Allah and His angels are demolishing the sins of our Shi`ah

(in the same way that people demolish a building.(1

On the authority of Imam `Ali (‘a), Al-harith has reported

p: 64
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Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Amali, pp. 169. However, in this reference book, the last - - 1
sentence of the tradition is recorded in this form: “…in the same way as an axe
demolishes a building.” The tradition is also recorded in Shaykh al-Tusi’s al-Amali, pp.
190-191, H. 322. Al-Majlisi, in Bihar al-Anwar 68:23, H. 41, has quoted this tradition from

.the two earlier reference books
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:the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

اَنأَ هٍرَجَشَ ؛ لُثَمَ  یِلثَمَ 

، اهَُترَمََث نُْیسَحُْلاوَ  نُسَحَْلاوَ  اهَعُرْفَ ، ٌّیِلعَوَ  اهَُلصْأَ ،

َّلاإ بِِّیَّطلا  نَِم  جَرُخْیَ  نْأَ  یَبأَفَ  .اهَُقارَوْأَ  هُعَیِّشلاوَ 

.بُِّیَّطلا

The like of me is a tree; I am its

origin, `Ali its branch, hasan and husayn its fruit, and the Shi`ah its

(leaves. So, nothing comes out of the good except the good.(1

:Ibn `Abbas has reported that the Holy Prophet (s) said

مُهُ کَُتعَیشِ  ُّیِلعَ ؛ ایَ 

، کََناهَأَ دْقَفَ  مْهُْنِم  اًدحِاوَ  نَاهَأَ  نْمَفَ  .هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  نَوزُِئافَْلا 

رَاَن اللهُا  هُلَخَدْأَ  یِنَناهَأَ  نْمَوَ  یِنَناهَأَ ، دْقَفَ  کََناهَأَ  نْمَوَ 

یِّنِم تَْنأَ  ُّیِلعَ ؛ ایَ  .رُیصِمَْلا  سَْئِبوَ  اهَیِف ، اًدِلاخَ  مََّنهَجَ 

کَُتعَیشِوَ یِتنَیطِ ؛ نِْم  کَُتنَیطِوَ  یحِورُ ؛ نِْم  کَحُورُ  کَْنِم ؛ اَنأَوَ 

نْمَوَ انََّبحَأَ ، دْقَفَ  مْهَُّبحَأَ  نْمَفَ  .انَِتنَیطِ  لِضْفَ  نِْم  اوقُِلخُ 

نْمَوَ اَنادَاعَ ، دْقَفَ  مْهُادَاعَ  نْمَوَ  انَضَغَْبأَ ، دْقَفَ  مْهُضَغَْبأَ 

.اَنَّدوَ دْقَفَ  مْهَُّدوَ 

.O `Ali, your Shi`ah are the winners indeed on the Day of Resurrection

So, whoever insults any one of them has in fact insulted you, and whoever

insults you has in fact insulted me, and whoever insults me will be sent by
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Allah to Hellfire to dwell there forever and miserable shall be that fate. O

Ali, you are part of me and I am part of you. Your soul is part of my soul`

and your clay (of creation) is part of my clay. Your Shi`ah were created from

,the remainder of our clay. So, whoever loves them has in fact loved us

whoever hates them has in fact hated us, whoever antagonizes them has in fact

antagonized us, and whoever is devoted to them has in fact been devoted to

(us…(2

p: 65

Shaykh al-Tusi, al-Amali, pp. 353, H. 731; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:24, H. 45, as - 1
.quoted from the previous reference book

Shaykh al-Saduq, al-Amali, pp. 66, H. 32; Muhammad ibn `Ali al-Tabari: Bisharat al- - 2
Mustafa, pp. 42, H. 31, al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:7, H. 1, as quoted from the previous

.reference books
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At the same time, these origins carry human, social, and Islamic aspects, because the
most important point in the supremacy and purity of lineage is legitimacy of birth,

.purity of faith and excellence of result

Qualities . 3

As far as qualities of the individuals of the virtuous community are concerned, the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) described their followers with descriptions derived from the Holy Qur'an,
such as salihun (righteous people), ulu’l-albab (men of excellent reason), awilya' allah
(friends of Allah), musallun (performers of prayers), ashab al-yamin (companions of

.the right hand), khayr al-bariyyah (the best of creatures), and others

:Abu-Basir is reported to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

دْقَوَ

نَیحِِلاَّصلاوَ ءِادَهـَُّشلاوَ  نَیقِیِّدِّصلاوَ  نَیِّیِبَّنلا  نَِم  مْهِْیلَعَ  هَُّللا  مَعَْنأَ  نَیذَِّلا  عَمَ  کَِئَلوأُفَ  لَوسَُّرلاوَ  هََّللا  عِطُِی  نْمَوَ  : } هِِلوْقَِب یَلاعـَتَ  اللهُا  مُکُرَکَذَ 
اللهِا فِ-ي لُو  -- سُرَفَ اقًیِفرَ } کَِئَلوأُ  نَسُحَوَ 

« .ءُادَهَ - ُّشلاوَ نَوقُیِّد  - ِّصلا  » نُ --- حَْنوَ .نَو » - ُّیِبَّنلا  » -عِ ضِوْمَْلا اذَ  -- هَ

.انَُتعَیشِ اللهِاوَ  مُْتْنأَوَ  .نَوحُِلا » - َّصلا  » -مُ تُْنأَوَ

Almighty Allah has mentioned you, saying, “Whoever obeys Allah and the

Messenger, these are with those upon whom Allah has bestowed favors from

among the prophets, the truthful, the martyrs, and the good. And goodly

company they are! (4:69)” In this case, Allah’s Messenger represents

the prophets’, and we represent ‘the truthful and the martyrs’ and you‘

.represent ‘the good’. You are, by Allah, our Shi`ah

p: 66
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:The Imam ('a) has also said

، مُلَْعَن نَیذَِّلا  نُحْنَفَ  بِابَْلأَْلا } وُلوأُ  رَُّکذَتَیَ  امََّنإِ  نَومُلَْعیَ  اَل  نَیذَِّلاوَ  نَومُلَْعیَ  نَیذَِّلا  يوِتَسْیَ  لْهَ  : } لَاقَ ثُْیحَ  هِِباتَکِ  یِف  اللهُا  مُکُرَکَذَ  دْقََل 

.بِابَْللأَا وُلوأُ  انَُتعَیشِوَ  .نَومُلَْعیَ  نَیذَِّلا لاَ  اَنؤُادَعْأَوَ 

Almighty Allah has also mentioned you in His

Book, saying, “Are those who know and those who do not know alike? Only the

men of understanding are mindful. (39:9)” We represent ‘those who know’ and

our enemies represent ‘those who do not know’ and our Shi`ah represent ‘the

(men of understanding.’(1

(: ome jurisprudents have reported the following from Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a

نُحَْن مْهُ  اللهِا ؟ ءُایَِلوْأَ  نْمَ  نَورُدْتَأَ  نَوُنزَحْیَ ﴾  مْهُ  اَلوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  فٌوْخَ  اَل  هَِّللا  ءَایَِلوْأَ  َّنإِ  اَلأَ  ﴿ 

مْهَُل یَبوطُوَ  انََل  یَبوطُ  .مْهِدِْعَب  نِْم  انَعَِبتَ  نْمَفَ  انَعُابَْتأَوَ 

.انََل یَبوطُ  نِْم  لُضَْفأَ 

Almighty Allah)

says,) “Now surely, the friends of Allah-- they shall have no fear nor shall

,they grieve. (10:62)” Do you know who the friends of Allah are? They are we

our followers, and those who shall follow us afterwards. A good final state

.will be ours and a better final state will be theirs

He was asked, “O Amir al-Mu'minin, what is the meaning of ‘a better final state will be
?” theirs’. We and they are of the same state, are we not

:The Imam (‘a) answered
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لاَ،

مَْل امَ  اوُقاطَأَوَ  هِْیلَعَ ، اوُلمَحُْت  مَْل  امَ  اوُلِّمحُ  مْهَُّنلأَ 

.اوقُیطُِت

No, you are not, because they shall stand what you have

(not stood and they shall endure what you have not endured.(2

p: 67

Allamah Al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 27:123-125, H. 111 as quoted from al-Kaf`ami, - ` 1
.Faraj al-Kurab

Tafsir al-`Ayyashi 2:124, H. 30; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:34, H. 72 as - 2
.quoted from the previous reference book
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Muhammad ibn al-Fuzayl has reported Imam al-Riza (‘a) commenting on the
:following holy verse

نَومُِئادَ مْهِِتالَصَ  یلَعَ  مْهُ  نَیذَِّلا  نَیِّلصَمُْلا  اَّلإِ 

Except those who…

(pray--those who are constant at their prayer. (70:22-23

:The Imam (‘a) said

-كَ ئَِلوأُ

نِْم تٍاوََل  سِمْخَْلا صَ- بُاحَصْأَ  -كَ  ئَِلوأُ نَیِّلصَمُْلا }  } .ا -- نَِتعَیشِ نِْم  نَیسِمْخَْلا  بُا  - حَصْأَ اللهِاوَ 

.انَِتعَیشِ نِْم  اللهِاوَ  مْهُ  نَومُِئادَ } مْهِِتالَصَ  یلَعَ   } .ا - نَِتعَیشِ

’Those who pray‘

stands for some of our Shi`ah who offer fifty prayers (a day), and ‘those who

are constant at their prayer’ stands for some of our Shi`ah who perform the

five prayers (a day). ‘The companions of the right hand’ are, by Allah, some

(of our Shi`ah.(1

:Anbasah al-`Abid has reported the following`

,Commenting on the following holy verse

نِیمِیَْلا بَاحَصْأَ  اَّلإِ  هٌنَیهِرَ  تْبَسَکَ  امَِب  سٍْفَن  ُّلکُ 

Every soul is held in

(, pledge for what it earns except the people of the right hand. (74:38-39

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said
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.تِْیبَْلا لَهْأَ  انَُتعَیشِ  مْهُ 

These are the Shi`ah of the

(Ahl al-Bayt.(2

p: 68

haraf al-Din al-Astrabadi, Ta'wil al-Ayat al-²ahirah 2:724, H. 4; `Allamah al-Majlisi, - 1
.Bihar al-Anwar 87:46, H. 40 as quoted from the previous reference book

Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:275, H. 536; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:29, H. 58 as - 2
.quoted from the previous reference book
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Ya`qub ibn Maytham has reported that he found the following tradition in the book of
his father. Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said that he heard the Holy Prophet (s)

:saying

:Almighty Allah has said

هَِّیرِبَْلا رُْیخَ  مْهُ  کَِئَلوأُ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ 

As for those who“

(” believe and do good, surely they are the best of creatures. (98:7

:The Holy Prophet (s) then turned his face towards (Imam) `Ali (‘a) and said

ُّیِلعَ ایَ  تَْنأَ  .مْعََن 

نَیِلَّجحَُم اًرّغُ  ضُوْحَْلا  مُهُدُاعَیِموَ  كَدُاعَیِموَ  .کَُتعَیشِوَ 

.نَیجَِّوتَُم نَیِلَّحکَُم 

Yes, it is. O `Ali, it is

you and your Shi`ah (who are the best of creatures). Our promised meeting

place with them shall be at the Divine Pond. They shall be bright brow

(marked, dark-eyed with kohl, and crowned.(1

:Jabir has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as follows

,Commenting on this holy verse

هَِّیرِبَْلا رُْیخَ  مْهُ  کَِئَلوأُ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ 

As for those who“

(” believe and do good, surely they are the best of creatures. (98:7

:The Imam said
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p: 69

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 65:53-54, H. 96 as quoted from Abu’l-Fath al- - ` 1
Karajaki, Kanz al-Fawa'id. See also Tafsir Ibn Jarir al-Tabari 30:171; al-Suyuti, al-Durr

.al-Manthur 8:589; Ibn hajar al-`Asqalani, al-Sawa`iq al-Muhriqah, pp. 161
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.تِْیبَْلا لَهْأَ  انَُتعَیشِ  مْهُ 

These are the Shi`ah of

(the Ahl al-Bayt.(1

Undoubtedly, such descriptions apply to individuals of the virtuous community

granting an identity when they construct inside themselves the supreme significance
.that is inspired by these descriptions

Numerous are the traditions that prescribe the behavior of the Shi`ah and their
commitment to their beliefs. Some of these traditions have also been previously cited
in the discussion of “Goals and Particularities”. One of the comprehensive traditions in

(: this respect is the following, reported by Abu-Basir from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a

عِرَوَْلا لُهْأَ  انَُتعَیشِ 

، هِدَابَعِْلاوَ دِهُّْزلا  لُهْأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَاوَ  ءِافَوَْلا  لُهْأَوَ 

، هِلَْیَّللاوَ مِوْیَْلا  یِف  هًعَکْرَ  نَیسِمْخَوَ  يدَحْإ  بُاحَصْأَ 

نَوُّکزَُی رِاهََّنلاِب ، نَومُِئاَّصلاوَ  لِْیَّللاِب  نَومُِئاقَْلا 

.مٍَّرحَُم َّلکُ  نَوُبِنتَجْیَوَ  تَْیبَْلا  نَوُّجحِیَوَ  مْهَُلاوَْمأَ ،

Our Shi`ah are the people

of piety, faithfulness, and honesty. They are the people of asceticism and

.worship. They perform fifty-one units of prayer in a single day and night

They pass their nights with devotional acts and their days with fasting. They

purify their wealth, go on pilgrimage to the House of God, and refrain from

(committing any forbidden act.(2

p: 70

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 558 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_70_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_70_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:275, H. 537; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:30, H. 59 as quoted - 1
.from the previous reference book

haykh al-Saduq, Sifat al-Shi`ah, pp. 2; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:167, H. - 2
.33 as quoted from the previous reference book
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Affiliation . 4

As far as the affiliation of the individuals of the virtuous community is concerned, the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) emphasize that these individuals are devoted to Almighty Allah, Islam,
the Holy Prophet (s), and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), because they are actually part of the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) in affiliation and heredity, and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are the nearest to
Almighty Allah, the Holy Prophet (s), and Islam on the basis of the following rule that is

:stated by the Holy Qur'an

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا ُّیِلوَ  هَُّللاوَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  ُّیِبَّنلا  اذَهَوَ  هُوعُبََّتا  نَیذَِّلَل  مَیهِارَْبإِِب  سِاَّنلا  یَلوْأَ  َّنإِ 

Most surely, the nearest

of people to Abraham are those who followed him and this Prophet and those

(who believe. (3:68

In addition, it has been uninterruptedly reported that the Holy Prophet (s) said about
:Salman of Persia

.تِْیبَْلا لَهْأَ  اَّنِم  نُامَْلسَ 

Salman belongs to us—the

.Ahl al-Bayt

That the followers and the Shi`ah are adjuncts of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) has also been
:borne out in numerous traditions that are reported from them, such as the following

:Umar ibn Yazid has been reported as saying that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him`

، اللهِاوِ تَْنأَ ، دَیزِیَ ! نَْب  ایَ 

.تِْیبَْلا لَهْأَ  اَّنِم 

O Son of Yazid; by Allah I

.swear it; you are verily part of us—the Ahl al-Bayt
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I (the reporter) asked, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! Do you mean that I
?” am part of Muhammad’s family

p: 71
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:The Imam answered

، يإ

َّزعَ اللهِا  بَاتَکِ  أُرَْقتَ  امَأَ  رُمَعُ ! ایَ  مْهِسِفُْنأَ ، نِْم  اللهِاوَ ،

أُرَْقتَ امَ  وَأَ  مْهُْنِم } هَُّنإِفَ  مْکُْنِم  مْهَُّلوَتَیَ  نْمَوَ  : } َّلجَوَ

 { مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ  کََّنإِفَ  یِناصَعَ  نْمَوَ  یِّنِم  هَُّنإِفَ  یِنعَِبتَ  نْمَفَ  : } هُمُسْا َّزعَ  اللهِا  لَوْقَ 

Yes! I swear it by Allah. You

are part of Muhammad’s Household themselves, `Umar. Have you not read Allah’s

Book saying, “Most surely, the nearest of people to Abraham are those who

followed him and this Prophet and those who believe; and Allah is the

guardian of the believers. (3:68)” Have you not read Allah’s Book saying, “He

-who follows My ways is of me, and He that disobeys me, You are indeed Oft

(forgiving, Most Merciful. (14:36)”(1

:adir has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

مُْتْنأَ .دٍَّمحَُم  لُآ  مُْتْنأَ 

.دٍَّمحَُم لُآ 

You all are Muhammad’s

(household. You all are Muhammad’s household.(2

(: This is similar to the aforementioned saying of the Holy Prophet (s

.تِْیبَْلا لَهْأَ  اَّنِم  نُامَْلسَ 

Salman belongs to us—the
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.Ahl al-Bayt

.Al-`Ayyashi has recorded in his book of Tafsir (i.e

p: 72

Shaykh al-Tusi, al-Amali pp. 45, H. 53; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:20, H. 32 - 1
(. (as quoted from the previous reference book

Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:238, H. 435; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:28, H. 53 (as - 2
(. quoted from the previous reference book
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:exegesis of the Holy Qur'an) that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

مَ-نْ

امَِب سِاَّنلا  عِیمِجَ  یلَعَ  مْهُمََّدقَوَ  دٍ  -- َّمحَُم لَآ  -ي  َّلوَتَ

دٍَّمحَُم لِآ  نِْم  وَهُفَ  هللا  لِوسُرَ  هَِبارَقَ  نِْم  مْهُمََّدقَ 

مِوْقَْلا نَِم  هَُّنأَ  لاَ  دٍَّمحَُم ، لِآ  دَْنعِ  هِِتَلزِْنمَِل 

هِعِابَِّتاوَ مْهِْیَلإ  هِیِّلوَتَِب  مْهُْنِم  وَهُ  امَّنإوَ  مْهِِنُیعْأَِب ،

کََّنإِفـَ یِناصـَعَ  نْمَوَ  یِّنِم  هَُّنإِفـَ  یِنعَِبتَ  نْمَفَ  : } مَیهِارَْبإ لُوْقَوَ  مْهُْنِم } هَُّنإِفـَ  مْکُْنِم  مْهَُّلوَتَیَ  نْمَوَ  : } هِِباتـَکِ یِف  اللهِا  مُکْحُ  کَِلذَکـَوَ  .مْهُاَّیإ 
 { مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ 

Whoever maintains

allegiance to Muhammad’s Household and prefers them to all other people

because of their relation to Allah’s Messenger, is considered one of

Muhammad’s Household in the light of his status with them, but not one of the

actual members of Muhammad’s Household; rather, he is one of them on the

basis of maintaining allegiance to them and following them. This is the very

judgment of Almighty Allah that He has declared in His Book, saying, “He

,amongst you that turns to them for friendship is of them.” (5:51) Similarly

Prophet Abraham (‘a) has stated (as quoted in the Holy Qur'an), “He who follows My
,ways is of me

.” and He that disobeys me, You are indeed Oft- forgiving, Most Merciful

(1)(14:36)

Rank . 5
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Regarding the rank, merit, reward, status with Almighty Allah, and intellectual
category that the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) deserve, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)

.substantiate that the Shi`ah deserve the utmost in all these areas

:Imam `Ali ibn Abi-Talib (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 73

Tafsir al-`Ayyashi 2:231, H. 34; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 58:34, H. 73 (as - - 1
(. quoted from the previous reference book
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انَِتیَلاَوِ لُهْأَ  جُرُخْیَ 

هًرَوُتسْمَ مْهُهُوجُوُ ، هًقَرِشُْم  مْهِرِوُبُق  نِْم  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ 

، دُِئادََّشلا مُهُْنعَ  تْجَِّرُف  دْقَ  مْهُُتاعَوْرَ ، هًنَِمآ  مْهُُتارَوْعَ ،

نُزَحْیَوَ نَوُفاخَیَ ، لاَوَ  سُاَّنلا  فُاخَیَ  دُرِاوَمَْلا ، مُهَُل  تْلَِّهسُوَ 

، نَامَیلإِاوَ نَْملأَا  اوطُعْأُ  دْقَوَ  نَوُنزَحْیَ ، لاَوَ  سُاَّنلا 

اهََل ضٍیِب  قٍوُن  یلَعَ  اوُلمَحُْی  یَّتحَ  نُازَحْلأَا ، مُهُْنعَ  تْعَطَقَْناوَ 

یَّتحَ رُوُّنلا ، اهَکُرْشِ  بٍهَذَ  نِْم  لٌاعََن  مْهِْیلَعَ  هٌحَِنجْأَ ،

نَْیَب رٍوُن ، نِْم  رَِبانَمَ  یلَعَ  نِامَحَّْرلا  شِرْعَ  ِّلظِ  یِف  نَودُعُْقیَ 

نَِم سُاَّنلا  غَرُْفیَ  یَّتحَ  اهَْنِم  نَوُلکُأْیَ  هٌدَِئامَ  مْهِیدِْیأَ 

.بِاسَحِْلا

On the Day of

Resurrection, the loyalists to us come out of their graves with bright faces

and covered private parts, secured against horror. Their sufferings will have

been relieved and their paths will be made easy-to-pass. All people will be

terrified, but our loyalists will not; and all people will be aggrieved, but

our loyalists will not, because they will have already been granted security

and faith; therefore, their sorrows will have stopped. Their feet in golden

sandals wearing ropes of light, they will be taken on white winged camels to

the Throne of the All-beneficent Lord where they will sit under the shadow of

the Throne on stages of light. Before them, there will be a dining-table from
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(which they will eat until the judgments of others come to an end.(1

:Salman al-Farisi—may Allah have mercy upon him—narrated the following

p: 74

Al-himyari al-Qummi, Qurb al-Isnad, pp. 101-102, H. 341; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar - 1
(. 58:15, H. 17 (as quoted from the previous reference book
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مٍوْیَ تَاذَ  تُْنکُ 

لَبَْقأَ ذْإِ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لِوسُرَ  دَْنعِ  اًسِلاجَ 

لاَأَ : » هَُل لَاقَفَ  مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ  بٍِلاطَ ، یِبأَ  نُْب  ُّیِلعَ 

یِبیِبحَ اذَهَ  : » لَاقَ .اللهِا » لَوسُرَ  ایَ  یلََب ، : » لَاقَ كَرُِّشَبأُ »؟

کََّبحُِم یطَعْأَ  دْقَ  هَُّنأَ  هُُللاَجَ ، َّلجَ  اللهِا ، نِعَ  یِنرُِبخُْی  لُیِئرَْبجَ 

دَْنعِ سَْنلأُاوَ  تِوْمَْلا ، دَْنعِ  قَْفِّرلا  لٍاصَخِ : عَْبسَ  کَتَعَیشِوَ 

، عِزَفَْلا دَْنعِ  نَْملأَاوَ  هِمَْلُّظلا  دَْنعِ  رَوُّنلاوَ  هِشَحْوَْلا ،

لَوخُدُوَ طِارَِّصلا ، یلَعَ  زَاوَجَْلاوَ  نِازَیمِْلا ، دَْنعِ  طَسْقِْلاوَ 

« .اًماعَ نَیِنامَثَِب  مِمَلأُا  نَِم  سِاَّنلا  رِِئاسَ  لَْبقَ  هَِّنجَْلا 

.I was sitting with the Holy Prophet (s) when `Ali ibn Abi-Talib (‘a) joined us

,The Holy Prophet (s) said to him, “O `Ali, may I convey to you good news?” “Yes

Allah’s Messenger! You may,” answered `Ali. The Holy Prophet (s) said, “My

dear Archangel Gabriel has just informed me that Almighty Allah bestowed

seven blessings on those who love and follow you. These are (1) gentleness at

the moment of death, (2) leisure while alone in the grave, (3) light in the

,darkness of the grave, (4) security from the horror of the Day of Resurrection

impartiality at the Scale, (6) permission to pass the Discriminating ( 5)

(Bridge, and (7) entrance to Paradise eighty years before the other nations.”(1

:Zayd ibn `Ali has reported on the authority of his fathers that Imam `Ali (‘a) said

، اللهِا لِوسُرَ  یَلإِ  تُوْکَشَ 
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ایَ : » لَاقَفَ یِندُسِحْیَ ، نْمَ  دَسَحَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

نَوُلخُدْیَ هٍعََبرْأَ  لََّوأَ  نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  یضَرْتَ  امَأَ  ُّیِلعَ ،

نْعَ انَُتعَیشِوَ  اَنرِوهُظُ ، فَْلخَ  انَیرِارَذَوَ  تَْنأَوَ  اَنأَ  هََّنجَْلا ؟

« .انَِلِئامَشَوَ انَِنامَْیأَ 

One day, I complained to

the Messenger of Allah (s) about the envy I had to encounter from others. He

answered me saying, “O `Ali, will it not satisfy you that you are one of the

first four to enter Paradise? These four are I, you, our descendants being

(behind us, and our Shi`ah being to the right and left of us.(2

p: 75

Shaykh al-Saduq, al-Amali, pp. 416, H. 548; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 86:9, - - 1
.H. 4 as quoted from the previous reference book

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 65:17. See also al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al- - - ` 2
`Ummal 12:49, H. 34200; Ibn `Asakir, Tarikh 2:329, H. 835; Ibn hajar, al-Sawa`iq al-

(. Muhriqah, pp. 161 (with a little difference in some words
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:Al-Daraqutni has recorded that the Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

ایَ

.هَِّنجَْلا یِف  کَتَعَیشِوَ  کََّنإ  امَأَ  نِسَحَْلا ، اَبأَ 

O Abu’l-hasan! Most surely, your Shi`ah and you shall be

in Paradise.(1)ib al-Baghdadi, Tarikh Baghdad 12:289. (2)imah, in company with `Ali,
:visited him. The Holy Prophet (s) said to `Ali

یِف کَُباحَصْأَوَ  تَْنأَ 

.هَِّنجَْلا یِف  کَُتعَیشِوَ  تَْنأَ  هَِّنجَْلا ،

You and your companions

shall be in Paradise. You and your Shi`ah shall be in Paradise… (3)ib al-Baghdadi,
Tarikh Baghdad 12:358. (4)- Ibn hajar al-`Asqalani, al-Sawa`iq al-Muhriqah pp. 161; al-

(Kha(5

Through a chain of authority that is connected to Anas ibn Malik, al-Mughazili
:reported the Holy Prophet (s) to have said

لُخُدْیَ

.مْهِْیلَعَ بَاسَحِ  اًفْلأَ لاَ  نَوعُْبسَ  هََّنجَْلا  یِتَّمأُ  نِْم 

Seventy thousand individuals from my nation shall enter

.Paradise free of the calling to account

p: 76

Al-Kha - - 1
Abu-Sa`id al-Khidri has reported Ummu-Salamah (the Holy Prophet’s wife) as - 2

narrating that the Holy Prophet (s) was in her chamber when Fa
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Ibn hajar al-`Asqalani, al-Sawa`iq al-Muhriqah pp. 161; al-Kha - - 3
You and your companions shall be in Paradise. .هَِّنجَْلا  یِف  کَُتعَیشـِوَ  تَْنأَ  هَِّنجَْلا ، یِف  کَُباحَصـْأَوَ  تَْنأَ  - 4

…You and your Shi`ah shall be in Paradise
.ib al-Baghdadi, Tarikh Baghdad 12:358 - 5
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:He (s) then turned his face towards (Imam) `Ali and said

تَْنأَوَ کَُتعَیشِ  مْهُ 

.مْهُُمامَإِ

These are your Shi`ah, and

(you are their leader (i.e. Imam).(1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

، َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهَا ، َّنإِ 

، نِیِّدلاوَ ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  َّزعِلا  لٍاصَخِ : ثَلاََث  نَِمؤْمُْلا  یطَعْأَ 

.نَیمَِلاعَْلا رِودُصُ  یِف  هََباهَمَْلاوَ  هِرَخِلآا ، یِف  جَْلفُْلاوَ 

Verily, Almighty Allah has

granted the faithful believers three qualities: (1) dignity in worldly and

religious affairs, (2) success in the Hereafter, and (3) veneration in the

(hearts of people.(2

Imam al-Riza (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet (s)
:said

یِف فُرَْعُی  نَِمؤْمُْلا  َّنإِ 

مُرَکْأَ هَُّنإِوَ  هُدَْلوِوَ ، هُلَهْأَ  لُجَُّرلا  فُرِْعیَ  امَکَ  ءِامََّسلا 

.بٍَّرقَُم کٍلَمَ  نِْم  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهِا ، یلَعَ 

Verily, the faithful

believer is known in the heavens in the same way as one knows his wife and
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children, and he is more favorite in the sight of Almighty Allah than an

(archangel.(3

p: 77

Shaykh al-Mufid, Kitab al-Irshad 1:42; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:31, H. - - 1
66 (as quoted from the previous reference book); Ibn al-Mughazili, al-Manaqib, pp.
393, H. 335; Ibn hajar, Lisan al-Mizan 4:359-360; al-Khawarizmi, al-Manaqib, pp. 328, H.

.343
Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 8:234, H. 310; Shaykh al-Saduq, al-Khisal 1:156, H. 157; al- - 2

.Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:16, H. 21 as quoted from the previous reference book
Shaykh al-Saduq, `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza 1:37, H. 62; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:18- - 3

.19, H. 26 as quoted from the previous reference book
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In addition, many traditions have revealed the high ranks that the followers of the Ahl
.al-Bayt (‘a) will win in the Next World

:Abu-Basir has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

، مْکُرُْیغَ اَندَْعَب  امَ  اللهِاوَ ،

.تِاجَرََّدلا یِف  اوسُفَانَتَفَ  یلَعْلأَا ، مِانََّسلا  یِف  انَعَمَ  مْکَُّنإِوَ 

By Allah I swear, none

comes immediately after us save you (i.e. the Shi`ah). You shall be with us

(on the Supreme Summit. So, compete with each other for gaining ranks.(1

Moreover, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) applied the ranks mentioned in the Holy Qur'an to their
(. followers, including al-sabiqun (the foremost in faith) and al-fa'izun (the winners

Ibn `Abbas is reported to have said that he once asked the Holy Prophet (s) about the
:interpretation of Almighty Allah’s saying

مِیعَِّنلا تِاَّنجَ  یِف  نَوُبَّرقَمُْلا  کَِئَلوأُ  نَوقُِباَّسلا  نَوقُِباَّسلاوَ 

And those foremost in

faith will be foremost in the Hereafter. This group will be those nearest to

(Allah; in the Gardens of Bliss. (56:10-12

:The Holy Prophet (s) answered

مُهُ هُُتعَیشِوَ ، ٌّیِلعَ  كَاذَ  لُیِئرَْبجَ : یِل  لَاقَ 

نَوُبَّرقَمُْلا هَِّنجَْلا ، یَلإَ  نَوقُِباَّسلا 

.مْهَُل هِِتمَارَکَِب  اللهِا  نَِم 

Archangel) Gabriel told me that these are `Ali and his)
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Shi`ah. They shall precede all others to Paradise and they are the nearest to

(Allah due to the honor that He shall confer upon them.(2

p: 78

Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:238, H. 433; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:27-28, H. 51 as - - 1
.quoted from the previous reference book

Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Amali, pp. 298, H. 7; Shaykh al-Tusi, al-Amali, pp. 72, H. 104; - 2
`Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:20, H. 33 as quoted from the previous reference

.books
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Imam al-Riza (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet (s)
:said

هُعَیشِ

.هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  نَوزُِئافَْلا  مُهُ  ٍّیِلعَ 

The partisans (Shi`ah) of

(Ali are the winners on the Day of Resurrection.(1`

Jabir ibn Yazid has reported (Imam) Muhammad ibn `Ali al-Baqir (‘a) as saying: When

I asked Ummu-Salamah, the Holy Prophet’s wife, about `Ali ibn Abi-Talib, she
:answered that she had heard the Holy Prophet (s) saying

َّنإِ

.نَوزُِئافَْلا مُهُ  هُتَعَیشِوَ  اًّیِلعَ 

Verily, `Ali and his

(Shi`ah are the winners.(2

َّنإِ

.نَوزُِئافَْلا مُهُ  هُتَعَیشِوَ  اًّیِلعَ 

Verily, `Ali and his

(Shi`ah are the winners.(3

It is understood that these represent the four previously mentioned aspects of the
identity of the virtuous community: the Islamic, historical, political, and human

.aspects

Through these features and specifications, the identity of the faithful believer, who
maintains true allegiance to Almighty Allah, the Holy Prophet (s), and the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a), can be defined as part of the general system that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) set forth for
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individuals of the virtuous community to manage their affairs and delineate their
.conduct

p: 79

Shaykh al-Saduq, `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza 1:57, H. 201 and al-Amali, pp. 149-150, H. 146; - 1
`Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:9, H. 5 as quoted from the previous reference

.books
Shaykh al-Saduq, Kitab al-Irshad 1:41, `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:31, H. - 2

.64 as quoted from the previous reference books
Shaykh al-Saduq, Kitab al-Irshad 1:41, `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:31, H. - 3

.64 as quoted from the previous reference books
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CHAPTER THREE: RELATIONSHIPS

Point

Relationship between the Virtuous Community and the Religious Referential . 1
Authority

Internal Relations of the Virtuous Community . 2

External Relations with Other Communities . 3
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Relationship between the Virtuous Community and the Religious Referential Authority

The relationship between the individuals of the virtuous community and the religious
referential authority is the basic organizational bond that takes charge of the affairs
of these individuals because the religious authority represents the pivot while the

.individuals represent the foundation of this system

:The features of this relationship can be summarized in the following points

The representative of religious and political loyalty—the purport of the relationship ( 1)
in the system of the virtuous community—is the righteous individual with all his
general and perfective qualities, exhibiting decency, experience, courage, and the
basic feature, reason, which leads to the capability of deducing religious laws from
their sources. This is a point that differentiates the religious referential authority from
the Prophet or an Imam. A Prophet or Imam is designated by name for his office,
while a religious referential authority is designated by specifications and

.qualifications

This loyalty takes several forms at various levels: at the level of feelings like love,
affection, and veneration; at the level of behavior and social conduct, such as respect
and reverence; at the level of commitment and obligation, such as allegiance and
covenant; or at the level of performance and practical conduct, including obeisance,

.compliance, support, listening to instructions, and submitting to commands

In order to thrash out this topic, we have to refer to the fact that a religious referential
authority can be a referential
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authority in the issuance of verdicts and the explication of religious duties; in
adjudication and making judgments among disputant parties; or in management,
social and political affairs where his orders must be carried out and his administration

.accepted

All these responsibilities can be contained in one referential authority provided that he
is qualified enough and able to undertake all of them. There can be more than one
religious referential authority when proficiencies differ in their levels or when the
general referential authority cannot undertake all these responsibilities at the same

time or in the same region. In such cases, it becomes necessary to refer to the most

skilled authority in a certain field—i.e., to refer to one authority in case of need of a
religious answer about a certain issue, refer to another in case of judgment and to a
third in social or political affairs—in a certain region. Such being the case, religious
referential authority, as an office, can be individualized according to each well-

.qualified authority’s competence, qualification, and sound experience

Islam has determined the criteria for worthiness in such a way that the qualities ( 2)
become the organizational scale for the virtuous community. These qualities include
belief in Almighty Allah, the message of Islam and Imamate; piety; hard work;
knowledge; and precedence in sacrifice. The organizational relationship of the
virtuous community with the referential authority and leadership and the assessment

.of individuals concerning the religious authority depend upon the above

The nature of this relationship is generally compulsory; that is, it is obligatory upon ( 3)
the individuals of the virtuous community to carry out the instructions and orders of
the religious referential authority. Another feature is that each party must

,unavoidably undertake its own responsibilities
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carry out its duties, and retain all the rights which are connected to and inspired by
.religious duties.(1) Hence, there is no alternative for either of the two parties

:This correlation can exist and be achieved through two converging activities ( 4)

The first is carried out by the religious referential authority who undertakes the
divinely commanded responsibilities, including propagating religion, sanctifying it and

.educating people

The second activity is carried out by the faithful believers who are required to
undertake the mission of investigating the nominees for holding the office of the
religious referential authority so as to arrive at the truth, choosing the most qualified
scholar for this office and bonding with this most righteous and most reliable person
(i.e. the most upright and virtuous mujtahid). Having reached the truth, the faithful
.believers are then required to commit themselves morally and religiously to this bond

:Imam `Ali (‘a) has said

یِل َّنإِ  سُاَّنلا ، اهَُّیأَ 

َّیلَعَ مْکُُّقحَ  اَّمأَفَ  .ٌّقحَ  َّیلَعَ  مْکَُلوَ  اًقّحَ ، مْکُْیلَعَ 

مْکُمُیِلْعتَوَ مْکُْیلَعَ ، مْکُِئْیفَ  رُیِفوْتَوَ  مْکَُل ، هُحَیصَِّنلافَ 

یِّقحَ اَّمأَوَ  .اومُلَْعتَ  امَْیکَ  مْکُُبیدِأْتَوَ  اوُلهَجْتَ ، لاَْیکَ 

دِهَشْمَْلا یِف  هُحَیصَِّنلاوَ  هِعَْیبَْلاِب ، ءُافَوَْلافَ  مْکُْیلَعَ ،

.مْکُرُُمآ نَیحِ  هُعَاَّطلاوَ  مْکُوعُدْأَ ، نَیحِ  هَُباجَلإِاوَ  بِیغِمَْلاوَ ،

O people, I have a right

over you and you have a right over me. As for your rights over me, they are

to counsel you, pay you your dues fully, teach you so that you do not remain

ignorant, and instruct you in the code of behavior that you must act upon. As
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for my rights over you, they are to fulfill the obligation of allegiance, give

support whether present or absent, respond when I call upon you, and obey

(when I order you.(2
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This topic has been discussed in an independent thesis entitled the Relationship - 1
between the Islamic Leadership and the Muslim Community as Derived from Nahj al-

.Balaghah. This thesis has been published in an independent brochure
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To sum up, the religious referential authority (marji`) is required to undertake his
religious, political, social, and juristic role, while the faithful believer (mu'min) is
required to investigate whether the marji` meets the qualifications, terms, and
regulations that must be enjoyed by the one who assumes this office so that the
mu'min can realize the truth and take the exact stance that he is religiously required

:to take, on the basis of the indubitable Prophetic tradition which reads

مَامَإِ فْرِْعیَ  مَْلوَ  تَامَ  نْمَ 

.هًَّیِلهِاجَ هًتَیِم  تَامَ  هِِنامَزَ 

Whoever dies before

(recognizing the authority (i.e. Imam) of his time has died as a non-Muslim.(1

:Another tradition confirms

اذَهَ مْکُمَْلعِ  اورُظُْنافَ 

.هَُنوذُخُأْتَ نَّْمعَ 

You must then consider the

(source from which you take your knowledge.(2

On the other hand, and as far as this relationship is

p: 86

Ahmad ibn hanbal, al-Musnad 4:96; al-Tabarani, al-Mu`jam al-Kabir 10:35; al- - - 1
Shahristani, al-Milal wa’l-Nihal 1:172; Ibn Abi’l-hadid, Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah 9:155; al-
Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-`Ummal 1:207-208; al-Qanaduzi, Yanabi` al-Mawaddah, pp.

(. 137 (Ed. Najaf) pp. 117 (Ed. Istanbul
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concerned, the individuals of the virtuous community have always identified their
referential authority and religious leader to the extent that such recognition has
become one of the general religious matters that characterize the followers of the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) who commit themselves to it. This is known as taqlid (i.e. reference to a
well-qualified scholar to learn the religious verdicts or positions on various affairs of

(. life

It is however not necessary for the referential authority and the religious leader to
get to know all the individuals of the community, since he can undertake his
responsibilities and duties towards the virtuous community without knowing each and

.every individual in person

We can now make out the basic differences between the system of the virtuous
community and other standard party organizations, in which loyalty is usually given to
the organization not the righteous individual and privileges are given according to
activities within the organization not according to the actual qualifications of the
members. Moreover, the activities of such organizations are maintained through the
undertakings of the founders to gain new members, while in the system of the
virtuous community, the matter is the opposite–the faithful members of the virtuous
community are required to investigate the validity of the leader and elect the one

.most qualified and appropriate for this office

Another difference is that sometimes the leadership has to be revealed and
sometimes concealed, while in the system of the virtuous community the leadership

.must be fully recognized by all the individuals

Thus the organizational scene in ordinary parties, when aiming to form an all-inclusive
structure from within, is quite the opposite of the organizational scene in the system

of the
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virtuous community established by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) (the system of the religious
(. referential authority

The rules for establishment of any party inside the system of the virtuous community

’. will be discussed under the title of ‘establishment

p: 88
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Direct Connection and Deputy System

Point

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) established the limits and content of the relationship between the
religious leadership and the nation after clarifying the significance of their authority
and Imamate in the sphere of the virtuous community and the general sphere of their
followers. They then embarked on organizing their followers by means of marking out

.the boundaries of the relationship between their followers and themselves

They presented and confirmed the following two forms of relationships, which were
.required simultaneously, and declared that they complemented one another

Direct Connection

The first form of relationship is a direct connection of individuals of the virtuous
community with the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and with the religious
leadership by means of meetings, visits, correspondence, listening to their

instructions and directives, undergoing the difficulties of journeys to reach them and
taking advantage of possible opportunities to meet with them at times of

.congregational gathering, such as the hajj season

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) paid much attention to such means of connection; therefore, they
used to send letters, use messengers, and write precepts involving general

.instructions for their Shi`ah and followers

A large number of traditions and texts can be observed focusing on this course and
concentrating on using this form and style in order to embody the relationship
between the leadership and the people. Other traditions imply that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)

.and their Shi`ah used to practice this type of relationship with dedication
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In this respect, there are many reported texts entailing that the acme of hajj is to
(. meet and visit the Holy Imams (‘a

Through an authentic chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Imam

:Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

نْأَ سُاَّنلا  رَِمأُ  امََّنإِ 

اَنوُتأْیَ َّمُث  اهَِب  اوُفَّوَّطیَفَ  رَاجَحْلأَا  هِذِهَ  اوُتأْیَ 

.مْهُرَصَْن انَْیلَعَ  اوضُرِْعیَوَ  مْهِِتیَلاَوِِب ، اَنورُِبخُْیفَ 

Actually, people have been

ordered to come to these stones and circumambulate them and then come to us

(to show their loyalty to us and offer their support for us.(1

:Jabir has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

ءُاقَِل ِّجحَْلا  مُامَتَ 

.مِامَلإِا

The acme of hajj is to

(visit the Imam.(2

Yahya ibn Yasar has reported that he and his companions once went on hajj and then
:visited Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) who said to them

رَاَّوزُوَ اللهِا  تِْیَب  َّجاحَ 

، دٍَّمحَُم لِآ  هَعَیشِوَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  هِِّیِبَن ، رِْبقَ 

.مْکَُل اًئیِنهَ 

O pilgrims of Almighty
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Allah’s House, visitors of His Prophet’s tomb, and partisans (Shi`ah) of

(Muhammad’s Household, congratulations!(3

Dharih al-Muharibi is reported to have said that he once aid to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “In
.” His Book, Almighty Allah has ordered me something and I would like to carry it out

.What is it?” the Imam (‘a) asked“

Dharih replied, “It is His saying, ‘Then, let them complete

p: 90
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the rites prescribed for them, perform their vows, and circumambulate the Ancient
(’” House. (22/29

:The Imam (‘a) explained

.کُسِانَمَْلا کَْلِت  مْهُرَوذُُن } اوُفوُیْلوَ  ، } مِامَلإِا ءُاقَِل  مْهُثَفَتَ } اوضُْقیَْل  َّمُث  }

Completion of the rites is

.to meet the Imam, and performing of the vows is to do the rituals

Abdullah ibn Sinan said: When I heard this, I came to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and asked`
:him for the interpretation of this holy verse. He (‘a) answered

هََباشَ امَوَ  رِِفاظَلأَا  ُّصقَوَ  بِرِاَّشلا  ذُخْأَ  مْهُثَفَتَ } اوضُْقیَْل  َّمُث  }

.کَِلذَ

It means to cut some of

.the hair of your mustache, to trim your nails, and the like

I said, “May Allah accept me as your ransom! Dharih al-Muharibi has told me that you
.” had interpreted this verse into the meeting of the Imam and the doing of the rituals

:The Imam (‘a) replied

حٌْیرِذَ قَدَصَ 

امَ لُمِتَحْیَ  نْمَوَ  اًنطِاَبوَ ، اًرهِاظَ  نِآرْقُْلِل  َّنإِ  تَْقدَصَوَ !

؟ حٌْیرِذَ لُمِتَحْیَ 

Both Dharih and you are truthful. The Qur'an has exoteric

(and esoteric meanings. Who can comprehend what Dharih can?(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said
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مْکُدُحَأَ َّجحَ  اذَإِ 

.ِّجحَْلا مِامَتَ  نِْم  کَِلذَ  َّنلأَِ  انَِترَایَزِِب ، هَُّجحَ  مِْتخْیَْلفَ 

,When you go on hajj, you must seal it with visiting us

(because this is the acme of the hajj.(2

p: 91

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 4:549, H. 4 - - 1
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In addition to these narrations, there are others encouraging visiting the Holy Imams

.(‘a) during their lifetimes and after their death

Muhammad ibn Sinan has reported on the authority of Muhammad ibn `Ali that the
(: Holy Prophet (s) said to Imam `Ali (‘a

ایَ

یِف كَرَازَ  وْأَ  یِتامَمَ  دَْعَب  وْأَ  یِتایَحَ  یِف  یِنرَازَ  نْمَ  ُّیِلعَ ،

وْأَ امَهِِتایَحَ  یِف  کَْینَْبا  رَازَ  وْأَ  کَِتامَمَ  دَْعَب  وْأَ  کَِتایَحَ 

نِْم هُصَِّلخَأُ  نْأَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هَُل  تُْنمِضَ  امَهِِتامَمَ  دَْعَب 

.یِتجَرَدَ یِف  یَعِمَ  هُرَِّیصَأُ  یَّتحَ  اهَدِِئادَشَوَ  اهَِلاوَهْأَ 

O `Ali, whoever visits me in my lifetime or after my

death or visits you in your lifetime or after your death or visits your two

sons in their lifetimes or after their death, I guarantee that I shall save

him from the horrors and tribulations of the Day of Resurrection such that I bring

(him up to my rank.(1

Other traditions that are reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) assert that they are in wait
.for and in expectation of their Shi`ah to visit them

:Ali ibn `Abd al-`Aziz has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying`

مْکُحَاوَرْأَوَ مْکُحَیرِ  ُّبحِلأُ  یِّنإِ  اللهِاوَ ،

نِیدِوَ اللهِا  نِیدِ  یلَعََل  یِّنإِوَ  مْکُتَرَایَزِوَ ، مْکُتَیَؤْرُوَ 

هِنَیدِمَْلا یِف  اَنأَ  .عٍرَوَِب  کَِلذَ  یلَعَ  یِنوُنیعِأَفَ  هِِتکَِئلاَمَ ؛

مْکُْنِم لَجَُّرلا  يرَأَ  یَّتحَ  لُقَْلقَتَأَ  هِرَْعَّشلا ، هَِلزِْنمَِب 
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.هَُل حُیرِتَسْأَفَ 

By Allah

I swear, I do love your fragrance and your souls and I love meeting you on

your visits to me. I am verily following the religion of Allah and of His

angels, so help me continue this way by means of piety that you show. In

al-Madinah, I live like a hair. I keep on shaking until I see one of you and

(feel comforted by his presence.(2

p: 92

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 10:257, H. 16 - - 1
.Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:264, H. 510 - - 2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 594 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_92_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Confirming this course, some traditions indicate that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) ordered their
followers to wait until they would have an opportunity to meet them in the case where
they (i.e. the followers) were in doubt concerning opposing narrations reported to

.them from their Imams

In the last part of the famous accepted tradition of `Umar ibn hanzalah, the Imam (‘a)
:instructed him saying

هُْئجِرْأَفَ کَِلذَ ، نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

نَِم رٌْیخَ  تِاهَُبُّشلا  دَْنعِ  فَوُقوُْلا  َّنإِفَ  کَمَامَإِ ، یقَْلتَ  یَّتحَ 

.تِاکَلَهَْلا یِف  مِاحَِتْقلإا 

If such (doubt) takes

place, you must suspend it until you meet your Imam. Verily, to stop at

dubious matters is better than to engage oneself in matters that bring about

(perdition.(1

This is one of the distinctive features of the system that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) founded
for the virtuous community. Organizations, including the military and the secret
service, depend upon the sequence of ranks in their connections with the members of
their parties, and political or religious leaders of such organizations hide themselves

behind curtains or closed doors. On the other hand, the religious and political leaders
in the Ahl al-Bayt’s system insisted on direct connections or meetings with the
individuals of this community. However, such connection must be made at an
appropriate and wide open level within limits imposed for security, unless there is an

.exceptional situation such as the leader being imprisoned, besieged, or hidden

Deputy System

The second form of relationship is represented by delegating trustworthy

(representatives (wakil) to the various regions in which followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 18:76, H. 1 - - 1
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live, instructing the followers to refer to these representatives (or deputies) to receive
the instructions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in the case that it is difficult to contact the Holy
Imams (‘a) directly. This method was especially employed after the area in which

.followers lived had expanded

These deputies (who exercised authority for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)) played various roles
like updating religious laws, conveying political and social conditions, passing on
instructions and ethical advice, collecting authorized funds and duties, solving
disputations and conflicts that took place, or undertaking certain missions and duties
that were connected to Imamate, such as custody of mortmain (i.e. waqf–they
supervised the development of property for charitable or religious use) and
guardianship of those underage who had no financial supporter. Some of these
deputies used to undertake all these missions while others specialized in certain

.fields

This system seems to have existed, although restrictedly, in the various ages of the
Holy Imams (‘a); however, it manifested itself plainly in the age of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)
through the famous personalities whom the Imam (‘a) nominated to do various
activities—in the field of jurisprudence as well as other fields. This has been

’. previously discussed in the first chapter under the title ‘Issuance of Verdicts

In the age of Imam al-Kazim (‘a), this system expanded, as is demonstrated by the
development of the incident of the al-Waqifah faction(1) whose members had been

the deputies

p: 94

Al-Waqifah (literally, those who suspend or cut short) is a faction including those - 1
who cut short the Imamate with Imam Musa ibn Ja`far al-Kazim (‘a) and did not
believe in its extension to the following Imams. This name (i.e. waqifah) might also be
given to those who cut short the Imamate with other Imams (‘a). However, the
general sense of this name refers to those who cut short the Imamate with Imam al-
Kazim (‘a). Although there were many reasons for the emergence of this faction, we
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will mention only three of them: (1) They aspired for funds and gains which some

deputies who had direct, albeit fairly secret, connections with Imam al-Kazim (‘a)
used to levy. These funds, from khumus (a one-fifth tax imposed on profits one time

only), were paid by the Shi`ah expansively during the age of Imam al-Kazim (‘a)—a

topic that will be discussed in the volume entitled Economic System of the Virtuous
Community. (2) The ample political movement of Imam al-Kazim (‘a) and the political
changes in the `Abbasid dynasty at the time Harun al-Rashid came to power made

many of the individuals of the virtuous community believe that Imam al-Kazim (‘a)
would certainly be the Imam who would ‘undertake the Matter’ (i.e. he would be the
expected Imam whom the Holy Prophet (s) had predicted to fill the earth with justice),
so they lived in a state of waiting and expectation that the Imam would do so.
However, the mysterious and surreptitious martyrdom of Imam al-Kazim (‘a) in prison
brought to surface good grounds to believe in such claim. (3) Imam `Ali ibn Musa al-
Riza (‘a), Imam al-Kazim’s son and heir, had not yet had a male child to succeed him in
Imamate, while the Shi`ah believe that each Imam must be succeeded by his male

child up to the twelfth Imam. Seizing this opportunity, the suspenders of Imamate

propagated their false claims. However, Imam Muhammad al-Jawad (‘a) was born a
relatively long time after the Imamate of Imam al-Riza (‘a). We therefore observe
that Imam al-Riza (‘a) was able to almost put an end to this faction through his own

(. activities, especially after the birth of Imam al-Jawad (‘a

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 598 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.of Imam al-Kazim (‘a) and seized the funds of the religious levies

p: 95
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In the ages of the following Imams, the deputy system became so permanent that
the general sense of this name ‘wakil’ came to express the very sense that entails
exercising authority on behalf of the Holy Imams (‘a). In the Minor Occultation Age,
this name took its perfect form when the Four Emissaries(1) undertook a mission

more far-reaching than mere deputies. This mission was the general deputation of
.the Awaited Imam—may Allah hasten his advent—during the Minor Occultation Age

A deep investigation of the personalities of these Four Emissaries proves that the
basic feature on the strength of which a certain person was designated was complete

trustworthiness along with capability to undertake and continue the responsibility.
Apart from this quality, a designated nominee had to be foremost in knowledge and
social conduct. Some persons who lived at the same time as the Four Emissaries were
matchlessly well-known for their knowledge and virtue, as proven by the heritage
that they left. One of these is Shaykh Muhammad ibn Ya`qub al-Kulayni who is
considered to be one of the reformists in the early third century. There were also
other persons who enjoyed prominent positions with the Emissaries who had full trust
in them to the extent that these persons were deputed to their offices. Nevertheless,

.this office was given to those who possessed the highest level of these qualities

Bringing this fact up, Shaykh al-Tusi in his book, Kitab al-Ghaybah, has reported `Ali
:ibn Bilal ibn Mu`awiyah al-Muhallabi as saying

p: 96

The Four Emissaries are `Uthman ibn Sa`id al-`Umari, Abu-Ja`far Muhammad ibn - 1
`Uthman ibn Sa`id, Abu’l-Qasim al-husayn ibn Rawh an Nubakhti, Abu’l-hasan `Ali

.ibn Muhammad al-Samari
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Our mentors said: We had had no doubt at all that if anything happened to Abu-Ja`far
Muhammad ibn `Uthman al-`Umari, none would take his office except Ja`far ibn
Muhammad ibn Mattil or his father. Abu-Ja`far used to spend most of his time in
Ja`far’s house to the extent that he, in the last years of his lifetime, would not eat any
food except that which was cooked in the house of Ja`far ibn Ahmad ibn Mattil and his
father. Hence, our mentors had no doubt at all that if anything happened to Abu-
Ja`far, he would certainly designate Ja`far to the office of deputy. However, when
Abu-Ja`far passed away and Abu’l-Qasim al-husayn ibn Rawh was chosen for this
office, our companions accepted the matter without objection. They then treated the
new emissary in the same way they did Abu-Ja`far. As for Ja`far ibn Ahmad ibn
Mattil, he put himself at the disposal of Abu’l-Qasim as he did with Abu-Ja`far until he

(passed away.(1

This narration refers to the aforementioned fact and, at the same time, reveals the
supreme level of sincerity and piety that characterized the personalities of Ja`far ibn

.Ahmad ibn Mattil and his father

p: 97

Shaykh al-Tusi, Kitab al-Ghaybah, pp. 223 (Biography of al-husayn ibn Rawh); Abu’l- - 1
.Qasim al-Khu'i, Mu`jam Rijal al-hadith 4:52
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The Internal Relations of the Virtuous Community

Point

Organizing the internal relationship of the virtuous community(1) comes second in
importance; therefore, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) endeavored to establish these

relationships on fixed and clear-cut bases. Generally, this aspect is considered an
important feature in the organizational framework of any group or community. The
only way to perfect the structure of the virtuous community and to build it on clear-
cut foundations that are capable of encountering, enduring, and acclimatizing various
circumstances is to identify the nature of these relationships and make clear the

.responsibilities, duties, outcomes, consequences, and form of these relationships

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) did actually themselves identify the content, rights, and form of
:these relationships, which can be seen in the following points

Content of the Relationship

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) affirmed that the core of the relationship among the individuals of
the virtuous community is the relationship of belief in Almighty Allah and in the
message of Islam and loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). In other words, this relationship is
the same mutual relationship between two faithful believers, as cited by the Holy

:Qur'an

p: 98

More details about the system of relationships among Muslims and the believers, - - 1
along with its foundations, bases, regulations, and laws, will be cited in the sixth book
of this series. Details of the superstructure of this system will also be cited. Therefore,

.we will only refer to the general outlines of this system in this chapter
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ضٍْعَب ءُایَِلوْأَ  مْهُضُْعَب  تُانَِمؤْمُْلاوَ  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلاوَ 

As for the believing men and the believing women, they

(are guardians of each other. (9:71

However, according to the Ahl al-Bayt’s teachings, faith must be perfect—a point that
characterizes the virtuous community from other groups and communities. Such
perfection can be attained only when belief in the divinely commissioned leadership of
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and loyalty to them in the capacity of their being the leaders of the
Muslim nation as designated by Almighty Allah is attached to the belief in Almighty

(. Allah and His Prophet (s

In its content, the mutual relationship among the individuals of the virtuous
community is not mere faith-based and cordial commitment; rather, it extends to the
feelings and emotions in the inner self so that it is characterized by a sense of mutual

affection and love for the sake of Almighty Allah and, at the same time, for other
.believers

In his book of al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through an authentic chain of
:authority that Abu-`Ubaydah al-hadhdha' reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

نْمَ

.هُُنامَ - يإِ لَمُکَ  نْمَکَ  وَهُفَ  یطَعْأَوَ اللهِ ، ضَغَْبأَوَ اللهِ ، َّبحَأَ اللهِ ،

He who loves, hates, and gives for the sake of Allah

(actually enjoys perfect faith.(1

:a`id al-A`raj has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

، اللهِا یِف  َّبحُِت  نْأَ  نِامَ  - يلإِا يرَعُ  قَِثوْأَ  نِْم 

.اللهِا یِف  عَنَمْتَوَ  اللهِا ، یِف  یَطِْعُتوَ  اللهِا ، یِف  ضَغِْبُتوَ 

,One of the firmest handles of faith is to love, hate
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(give and withhold exclusively for the sake of Almighty Allah.(2

p: 99

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:431, H. 1 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:431, H. 2 - - 2
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Moreover, authentic traditions read that faith and religion are in fact nothing but this
.love

In his book of al-Mahasin, al-Barqi, through an authentic chain of authority, reported
that Fuzayl ibn Yasar asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) whether to love and to hate for Allah’s

.sake is part of faith

:The Imam (‘a) answered

ُّبحُْلا َّلاإِ  نُامَیلإِا  لِهَوَ 

؟ هُرْکُْلاوَ

Is true faith anything

?other than such love and hate

:Then, the Imam (‘a) cited the following Qur'anic verse to confirm his words

نَودُشِاَّرلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوأُ  نَایَصْعِْلاوَ  قَوسُفُْلاوَ  رَْفکُْلا  مُکُْیَلإِ  هََّرکَوَ  مْکُِبوُلُق  یِف  هُنََّیزَوَ  نَامَیإِْلا  مُکُْیَلإِ  بََّبحَ  هََّللا  َّنکَِلوَ 

Allah has endeared the

faith to you and has made it seemly in your hearts, and He has made hateful

to you unbelief and transgression and disobedience; these it is that are the

(followers of a right way. (49:7)(1

According to another authentic report, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) states that this love must be
based on belief in Almighty Allah, His Prophet (s), and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and it must

(. also be based on love and fondness for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

Rights of Relationship

The relationship among the individuals of the virtuous community is a relationship of
reciprocal rights, responsibilities, obligations, and duties towards one another among
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the faithful believers in particular and Muslims in

p: 100

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:435, H. 16; al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:409, H. 930, - 1
.published by the Ahl al-Bayt World Assembly
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:general. These rights can be summed up as follows

Mutual Support: Imam Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) on the authority of his fathers has reported
:the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

ایَ يدِانَُی  لاًجُرَ  عَمِسَ  نْمَ 

.مٍِلسْمُِب سَْیلَفَ  هُْبجُِی ، مْلَفَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلَل ،

Whoever hears someone

calling for the help of Muslims but fails to respond to him, is not actually

(a Muslim.(1

ocial solidarity: It is obligatory upon each Muslim to conceal the flaws of his brother-
(in-faith, to meet his needs for food, and to help him in his livelihood.(2

:Abu-Basir has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

تٍْیَب لَهْأَ  لَوعُأَ  نِْئَلوَ 

ُّفکُأَوَ مْهُتَرَوْعَ  وسُکْأَوَ  مْهُتَعَوْجَ  عُِبشْأُ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا ، نَِم 

هًَّجحِ َّجحُأَ  نْأَ  نِْم  َّیَلإِ  ُّبحَأَ  سِاَّنلا  نِعَ  مْهُهَوجُوُ 

...اهَلَْثِموَ اهَلَْثِموَ  ...رٍشْعَ  یَلإِ  یهَتَْنإ  یَّتحَ  ...هًَّجحِوَ 

.نَیعِْبسَ یَلإِ  یهَتَْنإ  یَّتحَ 

Verily, if I provide for a

,Muslim family—satiate their hunger, cover their private parts with clothing

and save them from exposing themselves to others in begging—then this is more

favorable for me than going on a hajj pilgrimage and another hajj pilgrimage up

(to ten times and even more up to seventy times.(3
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Al-Kha(4)ab al-Kufi and Mus`ab ibn `Abdullah have reported that Sadir al-Sayrafi
visited Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) when a group of his companions were with him. The Imam

:(‘a) said to Sadir

p: 101

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:108, S. 59, H. 1 - - 1
Details of the rights of the Muslims over each other will be cited in the coming book, - 2

.the Economic System of the Virtuous Community

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:259-260, S. 2, H. 1 - - 3
-4
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لُازَتَ لاَ  رُیدِسَ ، ایَ 

اوُنسَحْأَ امَ  نَیِموصُْعمَ  نَیرِوُتسْمَ  نَیظِوفُحْمَ  نَیِّیعِرْمَ  انَُتعَیشِ 

تَّْحصَوَ مْهِقِِلاخَ ، نَْیَبوَ  مْهُنَْیَب  امَیِف  مْهِسِفُْنلأَِ  رَظََّنلا 

، مْهِفِیعِضَ یلَعَ  اوفُطَعَفَ  مْهَُناوَخْإِ ، اوُّرَبوَ  مْهِِتَّمِئلأَِ ، مْهُُتاَّیِن 

، مٍْلظُِب رُُمأَْن  اَّنإِ لاَ  .مْهُْنِم  هِقَافَْلا  يوِذَ  یلَعَ  اوُقَّدصَتَوَ 

، هِاسَاوَمُْلاوَ عِرَوَْلا ، عِرَوَْلا ، عِرَوَْلاِب ، مْکُرُُمأَْن  اَّنکَِلوَ 

اوُلازَیَ مَْل  اللهِا  ءَایَِلوْأَ  َّنإِفَ  مْکُِناوَخْلإِ ، هِاسَاوَمُْلا 

.مَدَآ اللهُا  قَلَخَ  ذُْنُم  نَیِلیِلقَ  نَیفِعَضْتَسُْم 

O Sadir, our Shi`ah

are safeguarded, protected, concealed, and sheltered as long as they have a

good feeling about one another in their inner selves, between their Creator

and them, and as long as they act with good intention towards their Imams and

act sympathetically towards their brethren-in-faith by means of compassion for

the weak among them and giving alms to the needy among them. Most surely, we

never order you to carry out an unfair matter; rather, we always order you to

be pious, be pious, be pious and to treat your brethren-in-faith the same way

you treat yourselves. Verily, the true saints of Allah have been always

deemed weak and few in number since Almighty Allah created (Prophet) Adam

(a).(1 )‘

Special Social Relations: A true faithful believer is required to attend to the affairs of
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his brother-in-faith when the latter is absent.(2) Further duties have been mentioned

:in traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), such as the following

p: 102

.Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:258, H. 492 - - 1
This is only one of the obligations of the faithful believers towards each other. In - 2
the coming book of the System of Relationships, we will thrash out this topic over

.again, yet with further details
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:Ibrahim ibn `Umar al-Yamani has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

ُّقحَ

لاَوَ هُوخُأَ ، عَوجُیَوَ  عَبَشْیَ  نْأَ لاَ  مِِلسْمُْلا  یلَعَ  مِِلسْمُْلا 

امَفَ هُوخُأَ ، يرَْعیَوَ  یَسِتَکْیَ  لاَوَ  هُوخُأَ ، شَطِْعیَوَ  يوَرْیَ 

کَیخِلأَِ َّبحِأَ  مِِلسْمُْلا ! هِیخِأَ  یلَعَ  مِِلسْمُْلا  َّقحَ  مَظَعْأَ 

نْإِوَ هُْلسَفَ ، تَجْتَحْإ  اذَإِوَ  کَسِْفنَِل ، ُّبحُِت  امَ  مِِلسْمُْلا 

اًرهْظَ هَُل  نْکُ  کََل ، هُُّلمِیَوَ  اًرْیخَ  هُْلمِتَ  لاَ  هِطِعْأَفَ ، کََلأَسَ 

دَهِشَ اذَإِوَ  هِِتبَْیغَ ، یِف  هُظْفَحْافَ  بَاغَ  اذَإِ  رٌهْظَ ، کََل  هَُّنإِفَ 

نْإِفَ هُْنِم ، تَْنأَوَ  کَْنِم  هَُّنإِفَ  هُْمرِکْأَوَ ، هَُّلجِأَوَ  هُرْزُفَ ،

نْإِوَ هُتَحَیمِسَ ، لَأَسْتَ  یَّتحَ  هُْقرِافَُت  لاَفَ  اًبِتاعَ  کَْیلَعَ  نَاکَ 

نْإِوَ هُدْضُعْافَ ، یَِلُتْبإ  نِإِوَ  اللهَا ، دِمِحْافَ  رٌْیخَ  هَُباصَأَ 

، ٍّفأُ هِیخِلأَِ : لُجَُّرلا  لَاقَ  اذَإِوَ  هُْنعِأَفَ ، هَُل  لَِّحمُُت 

، يِّودُعَ تَْنأَ  لَاقَ : اذَإِوَ  هِیَلاَوِْلا ، نَِم  امَهُنَْیَب  امَ  عَطَقَْنإ 

امَکَ هِِبْلقَ  یِف  نُامَیلإِا  ثَامَْنإ  هُمَهََّتإ  اذَإِفَ  امَهُدُحَأَ ، رَفَکَ 

.ءِامَْلا یِف  حُْلمِْلا  ثُامَْنیَ 

The right of one Muslim over another is that he

must not eat his full while the other is starving; he must not quench his

thirst while the other is thirsty; and he must not dress himself while the

other is naked. How great then the right of one Muslim over another! Love for

your Muslim brother what you love for yourself. If you need something, you
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should ask it from him, and if he needs something from you, you should give it

to him. Do not deprive him of any good thing lest he deprives you of the

same. Be his support, for he is your support. You should defend him when he

is absent and visit, respect, and honor him when he is present, because he is

part of you and you are part of him. If he has words of blame for you, do not

leave him before you ask his forgiveness. If he gains something good, then

thank Almighty Allah for it, and if a tribulation befalls him, support him. If

he is troubled, help him. If one says to one’s brother-in-faith, “ugh!” then

their friendship has ruptured, and if one says, “You are my enemy!” then one

,of them has abandoned faith, and if one accuses one’s brother-in-faith of something

one’s faith will dissolve from one’s heart in the same way as salt dissolves

(in water.(1

p: 103

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:170, H. 5 - - 1
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Form of the Relationship

This mutual relationship must take a specific form in social and political arenas. For
that reason, we can see that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) presented a certain natural formula

to govern these relationships. This special formula was the authorization of holding
special meetings that included the individuals of the virtuous community in particular.
Having instructed their followers to hold as many meetings and assemblies as
possible, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) advised them to dedicate these meetings to discussing
various affairs, including both public and private affairs, as well as doctrinal, cultural

.and social issues

Muhammad ibn `Ali ibn al-husayn has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as asking Fuzayl,
?” “Do you regularly gather and mention us

.” Fuzayl answered, “Yes, we do

:The Imam (‘a) commented

، اهَُّبحِأُ سُِلاجَمَْلا  کَْلِت 

نْمَ لُْیضَُف ، ایَ  .اَنرَْمأَ  ایَحْأَ  نْمَ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ  اَنرَْمأَ ؛ اوُیحْأَفَ 

حِانَجَ لُْثِم  هِْینَْیعَ  نِْم  جَرَخَفَ  هُدَْنعِ  اَنرْکِذُ  وْأَ  اَنرَکَذَ 

دَِبزَ نِْم  رَثَکْأَ  تَْناکَ  وَْلوَ  هَُبوُنذُ  هَُل  اللهُا  رَفَغَ  بِاَبُّذلا 

.رِحْبَْلا

.I love these sessions

Enliven matters that pertain to us. May Allah have mercy upon him who revivifies

our undertakings! Fuzayl, if one mentions us or listens to events we were

engaged in and his eyes shed a tear as small as a fly’s wing, Almighty Allah

(will forgive all his sins even if they were as massive as froth of the seas.(1
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p: 104

Al-himyari al-Qummi, Qurb al-Isnad, pp. 36, H. 117; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al- - 1
.Anwar 44:282, H. 14 as quoted from the previous reference book
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Maysir is reported to have said that Imam al-Baqir (‘a), once, asked him, “Do you (i.e.
?” the Shi`ah) regularly withdraw together to freely discuss various matters

.Yes, we do. I swear it by Allah.” answered Maysir“

:The Imam (‘a) commented

یِّنأَ تُدْدِوََل  اللهِاوَ ، امَأَ 

.نِطِاوَمَْلا کَْلِت  ضِْعَب  یِف  مْکُعَمَ 

By Allah I swear, I have

(always wished I were also with you in some of these sessions…(1

:Khaythamah has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said the following to him

غِْلْبأَ

نْأَوَ مِیظِعَْلا ، اللهِا  يوَْقتَِب  مْهِصِوْأَوَ  مَلاََّسلا  انَیَِلاوَمَ 

، مْهِفِیعِضَ یلَعَ  مْهُُّیوِقَوَ  مْهِرِیقِفَ ، یلَعَ  مْهُُّیِنغَ  دَوعُیَ 

یِف اوْقَلاَتَیَ  نْأَوَ  مْهِِتِّیمَ ، هَزَانَجَ  مْهُُّیحَ  دَهَشْیَ  نْأَوَ 

.اَنرِْملأَِ هًایَحَ  اًضْعَب  مْهِضِْعَب  ءِاقَِل  یِف  َّنإِفَ  مْهِِتوُیُب ،

.اَنرَْمأَ ایَحْأَ  اًدْبعَ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ 

Convey my compliments to my loyalists and advise them to

show reverence to Almighty Allah: the rich among them must help the poor, the

powerful must help the weak, those alive must attend the funeral ceremony of

the dead, and they must assemble at their homes, for such meetings keep our
activities

(alive. May Allah have mercy upon a servant who keeps our activities alive!(2
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p: 105

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:20, H. 1 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:21, H. 6 - - 2
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Shu`ayb al-`Aqarqufi has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying to his
:companions

هًوَخْإِ اوُنوکُوَ  اللهَا  اوقَُّتإِ 

اورُوَازَتَ .نَیمِحِارَتَُم  نَیِلصِاوَتَُم  اللهِا ، یِف  نَیِّباحَتَُم  هًرَرََب 

.هُوُیحْأَوَ اَنرَْمأَ  اورُکَاذَتَوَ  اوْقَلاَتَوَ 

Be in awe of Almighty

Allah and be devout brethren-in-faith who love each other for the sake of

.Almighty Allah, meet each other constantly, and have mercy on one another

(Always exchange visits, meet each other, mention our affairs, and keep them alive.(1

It is of note that these meetings were thereafter developed so broadly that they
turned into a cultural foundation (as has been cited in a previous chapter) and definite

(. rituals (as will be cited in coming chapters

p: 106

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:21, H. 9 - - 1
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External Relations with Other Groups

The identification of the type and nature of relations between a certain group and
other external groups and communities is very important. To apply this to the
individuals of the virtuous community, it is important to single out the nature of their
relations with other groups, including: (a) Muslims in general, (b) enemies of the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a), (c) enemies of the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), (d) despotic ruling
authorities, and (e) enemies of Islam, including polytheists, Christians, Jews and
Dhimmis(1) that were hostile to Islam. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) identified the character of

.the relationships required towards each of these categories

As a general requirement, the individuals of the virtuous community are instructed to
coexist with all Muslims; to cooperate, support, and try to maintain equal terms with
them in common affairs related to interests of the Muslim nation and the common

doctrines of Islam; to renounce the enemies of Almighty Allah, Islam, and the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a); and to address the hostility of their enemies. At the same time, however,
they are required to protect themselves from the vices and aggression of other
groups and avoid engaging in intense disputations with them (as will be discussed in

(. the coming book on the Security System

They are also instructed to avoid unjust ruling authorities and refrain from
cooperating with them. As for heretic, evil, and wicked people, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
instructed their followers to not only boycott them but also resist them under certain

.conditions and circumstances

p: 107

.Dhimmi is a non-Muslim individual who enjoys protection of the Islamic state - 1
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Regarding their relationship with the general population of Muslims, the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) confirmed abiding by the principle of coexistence and even taking the initiative to

.establish good relations based on firm foundations

According to an authentic tradition, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Mu`awiyah ibn
Wahab to have said that he, once, asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “What should be the

?” nature of our relations with our people and with those whom we meet

:The Imam (‘a) answered

نَوُّدؤَُت

، مْهِْیلَعَوَ مْهَُل  هَدَاهََّشلا  نَومُیقُِتوَ  مْهِْیَلإِ ، هََنامَلأَا 

.مْهُزَِئانَجَ نَودُهَشْتَوَ  مْهُاضَرْمَ ، نَودُوعُتَوَ 

,You must safeguard the trusts that they deposit with you

bear witness for or against them, visit the sick among them, and attend their

(funeral ceremonies.(1

:Abdullah ibn Sinan has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying`

مْکُیصِوأُ

.اوُّلذِتَفَ مْکُِفاتَکْأَ  یلَعَ  سَاَّنلا  اوُلمِحْتَ  لاَوَ  اللهِا ، يوَْقتَِب 

اورُضُحْاوَ مْهُاضَرْمَ ، اودُوعُ  { � � � : } هِِباتَکِ یِف  لُوقُیَ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهَا ، َّنإِ 

یِف مْهُعَمَ  اوُّلصَوَ  مْهِْیلَعَوَ ، مْهَُل  اودُهَشْاوَ  مْهُزَِئانَجَ ،

مْکُْنِم هُنَیَابَمُْلا  نَوکُتَوَ  زُیِیمَّْتلا  نَوکُیَ  یَّتحَ  مْهِدِجِاسَمَ 

.مْهُْنِموَ

I instruct you to be
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God-wary. Do not carry people on your shoulders (i.e. do not abase yourself

before others), lest you become humiliated. Verily, Almighty Allah says in

,His Book, “Speak to people good words. (2:83)” Visit the sick among them

attend their funeral ceremonies, bear witness for and against them, pray with

them in their mosques so that both they and you will be distinguished and set

(apart.(2

p: 108

(. Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:5, H. 1 (Ed. Al al-Bayt Foundation - - 1
(. Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:7, H. 6 (Ed. Al al-Bayt Foundation - - 2
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:Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

نِسْحُ یلَعَ  کَسَْفَن  نِّْطوَ 

مْظِکْأوَ کََناسَِل  َّفکُوَ  کَقُِلخُ ، نِسْحُ  یِف  تَْبحِصَ  نْمَِل  هِبَحُّْصلا 

.کَسُْفَن وخُسْتَوَ  كَوَْفعَ  سُرِْغتَوَ  كَوَْغَل ، َّلِقأَوَ  کَضَْیغَ 

Habituate yourself to excellent company of those who you befriend by demonstrating

,noble conduct, avoiding useless chat, suppressing your rage, reducing vulgarity

(instilling forgivingness, and acting magnanimously.(1

Regarding the relationship with despotic ruling authorities and their devotees, the
Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) insisted that their followers not approve of their
deeds and not cooperate with them; on the contrary, they insisted that their followers

.boycott and resist them when they commit excess in acting unjustly

Through his chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported on the authority of
:Talhah ibn Zayd that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

مِْلُّظلاِب لُِماعَْلا 

.مْهُُتَثلاََث ءُاکَرَشُ  هِِب  یضِاَّرلاوَ  هَُل  نُیعِمُْلاوَ 

The doer of injustice, his

supporter, and those who approve of his act are all three partners in the act

(of injustice.(2

:Abdullah ibn Sinan reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying`

p: 109

(. Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:9, H. 2 (Ed. Al al-Bayt Foundation - - 1
(. Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:344, H. 1 (Ed. Dar Ihya' al-Turath - - 2
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اًمِلاظَ رَذَعَ  نْمَ 

مَْل اعَدَ  نْإِفَ  هُمُِلظْیَ ، نْمَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  طََّلسَ  هِمِْلظُِب 

.هِِتمَلاَظُ یلَعَ  اللهُا  هُرْجِأْیَ  مَْلوِ  هَُل ، بْجَتَسُْی 

As to anyone who excuses a wrongdoer for his

wrong deed, Almighty Allah shall set up over him one who wrongs him. Then, if

he prays, his prayers will not be responded to and he will not be compensated

(for the wrong that has befallen him.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported as saying

نَاکَ اذَإِ 

نُاوَعْأَوَ هُمَلََّظلا  نَْیأَ  دٍانَُم : يدَاَن  هِمَایَقِْلا ، مُوْیَ 

قَلاَوَ اًملَقَ  مْهَُل  يرََب  نْمَ  یَّتحَ  هِمَلََّظلا ، هُابَشْأَوَ  هِمَلََّظلا 

یمَرُْی َّمُث  دٍیدِحَ  نِْم  تٍوُباتَ  یِف  نَوعُمِتَجْیَفَ  هًاوَدَ ؟ مْهَُل 

.مََّنهَجَ یِف  مْهِِب 

,On the Day of Resurrection

a caller shall call out, “Where are the wrongdoers, their supporters and their

?” associates, even those who sharpened a pen or filled an inkpot for them

Then, all these shall be gathered in an iron casket and thrown into the

(Hellfire.(2

Regarding relations with the anti-Shi`ah (Nawasib) and other enemies of the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) who perpetrate their hostility either purposefully or by ignoring the existence
of the Imams, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) instructed their followers to renounce such groups
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in their hearts while at the same time being courteous to them in order to be saved
.from their evil and avoid their harm and aggression

These instructions can be concluded in the traditions that were reported about the
principle of taqiyyah, which will be cited in the coming book, Security System of the

:Virtuous Community. However, let us cite two traditions only

p: 110
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Through an authentic chain of authority, al-Barqi in his book of al-Mahasin has
:reported on the authority of Ibn Miskan that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him

مَِتشُ اذَإِ  کَُبسَحْلأَ  یِّنإِ 

هِمِِتاشَ فَْنأَ  لَکُأْتَ  نْأَ  عُیطِتَسْتَ  وَْل  کَْیدَیَ  نَْیَب  ٌّیِلعَ 

.تَْلعَفََل

(I believe that if `Ali (‘a

is insulted in your presence, you would even eat the nose of the insulter if

.you were able

Ibn Miskan answered, “Yes, I would. May Allah accept me as your ransom! My family

.” and I are such

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) instructed

، اللهِاوَفَ لْعَْفتَ ! لاَفَ 

َّلاإِ هُنَْیَبوَ  یِنْیَب  امَوَ  اًّیِلعَ  مُِتشْیَ  نْمَ  تُْعمِسَ  امََّبرَُل 

هِِب ُّرُمأَفَ  یِتلاَصَ  نِْم  تُغْرِفَ  اذَإِفَ  اهَِب  رُِتتَسْأَفَ  هٌَناوَطِسْإ 

.هُحُِفاصَأُوَ هِْیلَعَ  مُِّلسَأُفَ 

Well, you must not be such! By Allah (I swear), if I hear someone

insulting `Ali (‘a) while I am beside the column next to him (in a mosque), I

will hide myself behind that column and when I finish my prayer, I will pass

((by, salute, and shake hands with him!((1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported as saying

، مْکُِنیدِ یلَعَ  اوقَُّتإ 
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هََّیقِتَ نْمَِل لاَ  نَامَیإِ  هَُّنإِفَ لاَ  هَِّیقَِّتلاِب ، هُوُبجِحْاوَ 

َّنأَ وَْلوَ  رِْیَّطلا ، یِف  لِحَّْنلاکَ  سِاَّنلا  یِف  مُْتْنأَ  امََّنإِ  .هَُل 

ءٌیْشَ اهَیِف  یَقَِب  امَ  لِحَّْنلا  فِاوَجْأَ  یِف  امَ  مُلَْعیَ  رَْیَّطلا 

، مْکُِفاوَجْأَ یِف  امَ  اومُِلعَ  سَاَّنلا  َّنأَ  وَْلوَ  .هُْتلَکَأَ  َّلاإِ 

مْهِِتنَسِْلأَِب مْکُوُلکَلأَ  تِْیبَْلا ، لَهْأَ  انََنوُّبحُِت  مْکَُّنأَ 

مْکُْنِم اًدْبعَ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ  .هِیَِنلاَعَْلاوَ  ِّرِّسلا  یِف  مْکُوُلحَنََلوَ 

.انَِتیَلاَوِ یلَعَ  نَاکَ 

!Fear for your religion

Conceal it by means of dissimulation. Verily, faithless is he who does not

.practice taqiyyah (i.e. pious dissimulation). Among people, you (i.e

the Shi`ah) are just like bees among birds. Had birds known what there was in

the abdomens of bees, they would have devoured them. Likewise, had people

known what faith you carry in your hearts concerning your love for us—the Ahl

al-Bayt—they would have swallowed you with their tongues and disgraced you

overtly and covertly. May Allah have mercy upon a servant from among you who

(abides by (the terms of) loyalty to us.(2
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Regarding relations with the heretic, the faithless, and their likes, the Holy Imams (‘a)
instructed their followers to stay away from and resist this category of people. The

.same applies to atheists, polytheists, and Christians and Jews hostile to Islam

An authentic tradition that is reported from Abu-hamzah al-Thamali holds that Imam

:`Ali ibn al-husayn Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a), in a long discourse, said

نَیصِاعَْلا هَبَحْصُوَ  مْکُاَّیإِ 

اورُذَحْإِ .نَیقِسِافَْلا  هَرَوَاجَُموَ  نَیمِِلاَّظلا  هََنوعُمَوَ 

.مْهِِتحَاسَ نِْم  اودُعَابَتَوَ  مْهُتَنَْتِف 

Beware of befriending those

disobedient (to Almighty Allah), helping transgressors, and neighboring the

faithless. Be cautious of their seductions and keep yourselves away from

(their circles.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) reported the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

بِْیَّرلا لَهْأَ  مُْتْیأَرَ  اذَإِ 

اورُِثکْأَوَ مْهُْنِم ، هَءَارَبَْلا  اورُهِظْأَفَ  يدِْعَب  نِْم  عِدَِبْلاوَ 

یْکَ لاَ مْهُوُتهِاَبوَ  هِعَیِقوَْلاوَ  مْهِیِف  لِوْقَْلاوَ  مْهِِّبسَ  نِْم 

لاَوَ سُاَّنلا ، مُهُرَذَحْیَوَ  مِلاَسْلإِا ، یِف  دِاسَفَْلا  یِف  اوعُمَطْیَ 

تِانَسَحَْلا کَِلذَِب  مْکَُل  اللهُا  بُِتکْیَ  مْهِعِدَِب ، نِْم  اومَُّلعَتَیَ 

.هِرَخِلآا یِف  تِاجَرََّدلا  هِِب  مْکَُل  عْفَرْیَوَ 

When you meet the people of dubiety and heresy (who shall come after

me), you must openly denounce them. Curse them, condemn them, bring shame on
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them as much as you can, and denounce them so that they will not persist in

corrupting Islam further and people will become wary of them and stop

listening to their heresies. If you do so, Almighty Allah will record rewards

(for you and raise your rank in the Hereafter.(2
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The Holy Imams (‘a) also conveyed to their followers the necessity of staying at the
borders of the Islamic state so as to defend it against the invasions of polytheists and

.anti-Islam militants

Muhammad ibn Muslim and Zurarah have reported Imam al-Baqir and Imam al-Sadiq
:(‘a) as saying

، مٍاَّیأَ هَُثلاََث  طُاَبَّرلا 

.دٌاهَجِ وَهُفَ  کَِلذَ  زَوَاجَ  اذَإِفَ  اًموْیَ ، نَوعَُبرْأَ  هُرُثَکْأَوَ 

Ribat (guarding the borders) is three days at least and forty days as a maximum. If it
exceeds

(this period, it is then jihad.(1

In spite of this situation, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) granted their followers the opportunity to
make use of polytheists, when necessary, in order to take refuge in the territories
that are under their domination so as to avoid pursuit and persecution when such
territories can grant them security against persecution which Muslim territories

.cannot

hammad al-Samandi has reported that he said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “I usually travel
to the cities of the polytheists, but some of our companions claim that if I die in these
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.” territories, I will be added to the group of their dwellers

:The Imam (‘a) asked

َّمَث تَْنکُ  اذَإ  دُاَّمحَ ، ایَ 

؟ هِْیَلإِ وعُدْتَوَ  اَنرَْمأَ  رُکُذْتَ 

O hammad, do you mention

?our faith and invite people to it when you are there

:hammad answered affirmatively, so the Imam asked again

هِذِهَ یِف  تَْنکُ  اذَإفَ 

؟ هِْیَلإِ وعُدْتَوَ  اَنرَْمأَ  رُکُذْتَ  مِلاَسْلإِا ، نِدُُم  نِدُمُْلا ،

When you live in the

?territories of Muslims, can you mention our faith and invite people to it

.hammad answered negatively

:The Imam then said

کََّنإِ

نَْیَب كَرُوُن  یعَسْیَوَ  كَدَحْوَ  هًَّمأُ  رُشَحُْت  َّمَث  َّتِم  اذَإِ 

.کَْیدَیَ

So, if you die there, you will be resurrected alone in an

(independent group and your light will be running before you.(1

Regarding the relationship with the Dhimmis, the Holy Imams (‘a) persistently
instructed their followers to treat this category of people with care, mercy, and justice

.based on the teachings of Islam
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Muhammad ibn Abi-hamzah has reported the following on the authority of a man who
(. had seen Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a

?” One day, Imam `Ali (‘a) saw an old blind man begging, so he asked, “What is this

!” The attendants answered, “O Commander of the Faithful, he is only a Christian

p: 114
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:Imam `Ali (‘a) replied

اذَإ یَّتحَ  هُومُُتْلمَْعتَسْإ ،

.لِامَْلا تِْیَب  نِْم  هِْیلَعَ  اوقُفِْنأَ  هُومُُتْعنَمَ ! زَجِعَوَ  رَُبکَ 

You exhausted his powers till

he became too old to work and then you stopped supporting him! Now, provide

(him sustenance from the public treasury.(1

In an earlier chapter (General Policies), we have referred to the details of some of
these topics and we will refer to others in the following volumes (Security System and

(. the System of Social Relations

Concerning the main point of this topic, there are three forms of relationships that the
:virtuous community has with other groups and communities

First Form: Coexistence, openness, and cooperation. This must be the attitude
adopted with Muslims in general and with Dhimmis (With Dhimmis these

(. characteristics must come together with caution against negative reactions

econd Form: Renunciation along with dissimulation. This attitude is adopted with the
persistent and ignorant enemies of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and the enemies of the
virtuous community in an attempt to defend the individuals of the virtuous community

.on the one hand and maintain unity of the Muslim nation on the other

Third Form: Resistance and renunciation. This approach should be adopted against
.the atheists, the unjust rulers, and the factions of heresy and deviation

.More light will be shed on this topic in a later volume of this series
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CHAPTER FOUR: POLITICAL TRENDS AND FOUNDATIONS

Point

Prelude . 1

(Political Trends during the Ages of the Holy Imams (‘a . 2

Political Policies and Foundations . 3
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Prelude

The policies and starting points in the general system of the virtuous community

embody the fundamental political and social constituents that make up the political
and social framework within which the virtuous community functions and on the basis

.of which it can adopt a stance in all corresponding events and situations

Any group that intends to move forward with accurate and purposeful steps that
correspond with its faith and slogans and achieve its goals along the path of
perfection must first of all adopt general, fixed policies according to which it can move

forward and discontinue. It must also adopt a number of fundamental principles to
achieve its goals and act according to a criterion which distinguishes true from false
features to be adopted for its movement. These fundamental principles are the

.distinctive features of a certain group or community

The fundamental principles of the religion of Islam are clearly belief in Almighty Allah
and His Oneness; profession of the Holy Prophet Muhammad’s message of Islam and
Almighty Allah’s commands; and belief in the Hereafter and ensuing matters, such as
settlement of accounts, judgment, reward, and punishment—which constitute the
general doctrinal, intellectual, and ethical basis of a Muslim individual. As a second

.step, these principles play an independent role in the actions of the Muslim individual

However, the political and social reality involves details that require more

identification and clearer delineation. In such cases, advantages are confused with
disadvantages, personal views vary to a great extent, and slogans intertwine, making

it critical to pinpoint the political and
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social frame—especially when we take into consideration the fact that there are
various political parties and factions in Muslim communities—through which accurate
positions can be assumed and distinctions be made between true and false views or
right and wrong mottos and claims. Each party lays claim to being Muslim, raises
slogans of adherence to Islam and attempts to justify its ideas and activities on the
basis of texts from the Holy Qur'an and Holy Sunnah or on the basis of the supreme

.interests of Islam

Under such conditions, the important role of the religious and political referential
authority surfaces, because he is the most qualified and the most appropriate to
specify the actual political attitudes towards secondary issues of both the Muslim
nation and the virtuous community. Of course, such an authority must possess the
faculty of inference in the fields of jurisprudence and policy, be pious and devout and

.have political and social experience

p: 120
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(The General Political Trends during the Ages of the Holy Imams (‘A

Point

Under this title, we will refer to diverse political trends that existed during the periods
.of the Holy Imams (‘a) requiring clarification and a clear-cut position

Power-Seeking Trend

The one and only aim of the power-seeking trend was to come to power in order to
gain personal goals, personal profit, esteem, authority, more income and satiation of

.man’s natural inclination for supremacy, primacy and material desires

Obvious examples on this trend can be noticed in the mutinous movement of Talhah,
Zubayr, and `A'ishah against Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), in al-
Basrah and in the rebellion of the Umayyad and the `Abbasid dynasties in general, as
well as in some external conflicts against these dynasties, such as the uprisings of

(`Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr,(1

p: 121

Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr ibn al-`Awwam, of the tribe of Quraysh and the clan of - - ` 1
Asad, had the kunyah (i.e. epithet) Abu-Bakr, which was the kunyah of his maternal

grandfather. His mother, Asma', the daughter of Abu-Bakr, emigrated (to al-Madinah)
while she was pregnant and gave birth to `Abdullah. He participated in an expedition
to Africa with `Abdullah ibn Abi-Sarh and killed the commander of the Roman army;

namely, Georges, in AH 64. Having taken advantage of the public grudge against the
Umayyad ruling authorities after the martyrdom of Imam husayn (‘a) and the event of
al-harrah, `Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr declared a mass insurrection in Makkah and the
groups of the Khawarij, the escapees from al-Madinah, and others joined his revolt.
The Umayyad ruling authority sent its forces, under the command of husayn ibn
Numayr al-Sakuni, to besiege him in the holy city of Makkah. They struck the Holy
Ka`bah with manjaniq (a weapon carrying stony-balls that are thrown on strongholds
and fortresses) and burnt it down. These acts infuriated the Muslims and `Abdullah
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ibn al-Zubayr gained more support and aid. At the same time as the situation attained
its climax, the royal house declared the death of Yazid ibn Mu`awiyah. As a result,
pressure on `Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr decreased, granting him an opportunity to
declare himself the caliph (i.e. ruler; vicegerent of the Holy Prophet (s)). The peoples of
Egypt, hijaz, Yemen, Iraq, and Khurasan (northern Persia) swore allegiance to him,
but the people of Sham (currently Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, and Palestine) ho paid
homage to Marwan ibn al-hakam. `Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr declared al-Madinah as the
center of his sovereignty and remained in power as caliph until `Abd al-Malik ibn
Marwan held the leadership of the Umayyad rule. In AH 72, the Umayyad ruler (i.e.
`Abd al-Malik) ordered an army, under the command of hajjaj ibn Yusuf al-Thaqafi, to
suppress `Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr’s revolt, so the latter moved to Makkah, but hajjaj
followed him there and a war that lasted for six months and seventeen nights flared
up in the center of Makkah. This war ended when `Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr was killed in
AH 73 after his supporters gave him up so terribly and surrendered themselves to
hajjaj in huge groups, one of which included about ten thousand persons. Among

those who left `Abdullah and joined hajjaj were the sons of hamzah and habib. As a
consequence, hijaz came under Umayyad dominion once more. (Quoted from Tarikh
al-Tabari 3:360-538 and Dr. `Abd al-Salam al-Tarmanini, Ahdath al-Tarikh al-Islami bi-

.( Tartib al-Sinin, Chronological Events of the History of Islam, Events of AH 73
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Abd al-Rahman ibn al-Ash`ath,(1) and others. Despite variety in the degree of their`

p: 122

Abd al-Rahman ibn al-Ash`ath ibn Qays al-Kindi belonged to the lineage of the - ` 1
kings of Kindah. The governor of Iraq, hajjaj, appointed him as the commander of a
military operation against the Turkish king Rutabil, who ruled the territories beyond
Sajistan. Hence, `Abd al-Rahman invaded some parts of these territories, seized
some strongholds, and took over some of the spoils. He then wrote a letter to hajjaj
informing him of these events and suggesting that he would not enter the lands of
Rutabil without examining the approaches and exit routes of these lands. However,
hajjaj accused him of weakness and failure and ordered him to continue the takeover
of those lands. `Abd al-Rahman, then discussed hajjaj’s orders with his companions

who disapproved of them and agreed on forsaking obedience to hajjaj. Hence, they
swore allegiance to `Abd al-Rahman that they would depose hajjaj and throw him out
of Iraq. Some of them drew attention to the fact that if they deposed hajjaj it would
mean opposing `Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan because the former was appointed by the
latter, so they agreed on deposing `Abd al-Malik, too. In AH 81, `Abd al-Rahman ibn
al-Ash`ath entered al-Basrah where all the people, including important personalities
like the aged chiefs and the famous reciters of the Holy Qur'an, swore allegiance to
him in deposing hajjaj and `Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan. When he was informed, hajjaj
wrote a letter to `Abd al-Malik informing him about `Abd al-Rahman’s mutiny and
asking for more troops to fight against him. In Muharram AH 82, the two armies met in
a place called al-Zawiyah where they fought a violent battle. In this clash, `Abd al-
Rahman ibn al-Ash`ath overcame the troops of the Umayyad ruling authorities,
defeating the tribes of Quraysh and Thaqif who ran away and joined hajjaj. In the last
days of Muharram AH 83, the two armies met again to fight, but this time hajjaj was
the victor. After his defeat, `Abd al-Rahman retreated towards Kufah, but hajjaj
chased him and a battle took place in an area near Kufah called Dayr al-Jamajim. In
this battle, hajjaj overcame him and forced `Abd al-Rahman to leave for Basrah.
hajjaj chased him again and fought against him in a place called Maskan where he
defeated him a second time. This new defeat forced `Abd al-Rahman to retreat to
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Sajistan and join Rutabil. In AH 85, hajjaj wrote a threatening letter to Rutabil asking
him to arrest and surrender `Abd al-Rahman ibn al-Ash`ath to him. Consequently,
Rutabil arrested `Abd al-Rahman and sent him to hajjaj. As soon as he had `Abd al-
Rahman in custody, hajjaj executed him and sent his head to `Abd al-Malik ibn
Marwan. (Quoted from Tarikh al-Tabari 3:624-652 and Dr. `Abd al-Salam al-Tarmanini,
Ahdath al-Tarikh al-Islami bi-Tartib al-Sinin, Chronological Events of the History of

.( Islam, Events of AH 85
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tendencies and the influence on the goals of these movements, gaining power was
the most important objective of these power-seekers who took action and gained
positions in obedience to this objective. Of course, there were other issues which
directed these power-seekers and their supporters to seize the most appropriate

.opportunity to act

Chaotic Trend

The second trend, characterized by disorganization, rejected the current political
conditions on account of certain policies of the ruling authority that were disapproved
of by a certain group or sect for various reasons. One reason was religious or human

deterrents when a group or sect was exposed to oppression or persecution. Another
reason was excess by the ruling authority in going beyond religious boundaries or
criteria according to the belief of a specific group or sect. In addition, personal
interests, ignorance, and naivety sometimes played a role in the emergence of such
rejection. In short, the general characteristic of this chaotic trend was absence of a
clear-cut revolutionary program, since it adopted rejection as the basis of its political
movement and searched for points of weakness to strike a chord of conflict with the

.ruling authority or other political trends
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The best example of a chaotic trend was the Khawarij who seized all opportunities
possible to act against the ruling authority, especially when this would cause political

.conditions to worsen and the rejecting movements to increase

For instance, the Khawarij raised the slogan of ‘Judgment is Allah’s alone’ against
.Imam `Ali ('a) and against the Umayyad and `Abbasid dynasties thereafter

Giving a general assessment of their political movement Imam `Ali (‘a) used to
:describe them and their slogan as follows

اهَِب دُارَُی  ٍّقحَ  هُمَِلکَ 

ءِلاَؤُهَ َّنکَِلوَ  َّلاإِ اللهِ ، مَکْحُ  هَُّنإ لاَ  مْعََن ، .لٌطِاَب 

نِْم سِاَّنلِل  َّدُب  هَُّنإوَ لاَ  .اللهِ  َّلاإِ  هَرَْمإِ  لاَ  نَوُلوقُیَ :

.رٍجِافَ وْأَ  ٍّرَب  رٍیِمأَ 

The sentence is true but

what they mean by it is false. It is true that judgment lies with none but

Allah, but these people say that the function of governance is only for

(Allah. The fact is that there is no escape for people from good or bad rulers.(1

Imam `Ali (‘a) also prohibited his Shi`ah and followers to fight against the Khawarij to
:the benefit of the Umayyads. He thus said

جَرِاوَخَْلا اوُلِتاقَُت  لاَ 

لَطِابَْلا بَِلطَ  نْمَکَ  هُأَطَخْأَفَ  َّقحَْلا  بَِلطَ  نْمَ  سَْیلَفَ  يدِْعَب ،

.هُکَرَدْأَفَ

Do not fight the Khawarij

after me, because one who seeks right but does not find it is not like one

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 643 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_125_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(who seeks wrong and finds it.(2

p: 125

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 40 - - 1

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 61 - - 2
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:He (‘a) predicted that the Khawarij would finally turn into thieves and robbers

، لِاجَِّرلا بِلاَصْأَ  یِف  فٌطَُن  مْهَُّنإِ  هللاوَ ، َّلاکَ 

یَّتحَ عَطُِق ، نٌرْقَ  مْهُْنِم  مَجََن  امََّلکُ  ءِاسَِّنلا ، تِارَارَقَوَ 

.نَیِبَّلاسَ اًصوصُُل  مْهُرُخِآ  نَوکُیَ 

.By Allah, no! Not yet

They still exist in the loins of men and wombs of women. Whenever a chief

would appear from among them, he would be cut down until the last of them

(would turn into thieves and robbers.(1

Other examples of such chaotic trends were the movements of the Qaramitah (one of
the factions of the Khawarij) and the Zinj, some of whom also sought personal
interests and tried to make use of general rejection of the ruling authority in order to

.achieve those interests

Hypocritical Trend

The third trend was a destructive and hypocritical movement that pretended to abide
by Islam and care for its higher interests including intellectual, cultural, and social
development, but the spiritual and mental status of the representatives of this trend

.was far away from all that because they lacked religiousness, faith, and sincerity

Their one and only goal was to snare Islam and Muslims and destroy the
.infrastructure of Muslim society

Examples of such trends can be seen in the political movements of the Zanadiqah
(miscreants), the Ghulat (exaggerators), the Nawasib (the anti-Shi`ah), some dubious
Esoteric (Batiniyyah) movements, and some wicked scholars who tried to trick
Muslims through their constant transference (in loyalty) to different political trends or

.by sneaking into governmental positions
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Despite the gross damage that this trend caused Islam, its movement and existence
lacked any real worth. However, offices of the ruling authorities, interest-seeking
conflicts, and abhorrent political conditions did this trend a great favor when they
allowed it to penetrate and impact the masses. Actually, this trend used to live on the
margin of other movements. It make use of their weakness and mistakes, especially
during the Umayyad reign. As a result, this trend could not withstand or maintain its
independent form and appearance; rather, it continuously changed and took various
forms that were colored by the current conditions in both political or intellectual

.developments

Reformative Trend

The forth trend was in reaction to the corruption and deviation that was erupting in
the Islamic world and among the caliphate (i.e. leadership) and ruling authorities. This
trend consistently attempted to resist deviation, reform corruption and openly
renounce immoral conditions by calling people towards Almighty Allah and Islam
through either the (divinely instructed) method of wisdom and excellent explication, or

.the method of sacrifice and uprising

This trend was the closest to the movement of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). However, some

.inaccurate views have been witnessed in it

The best example of this trend was the Talibite (i.e. descendants of Abu-Talib) and
`Alawid (i.e. descendants of Imam `Ali (‘a)) movements, such as the movement of
Zayd ibn `Ali, his son Yahya, and husayn ibn `Ali of Fakhkh (known as Sahib Fakhkh)
as well as the movements of Ahmad ibn hanbal (the founder of the hanbaliyyah

.jurisprudential school) and many others
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It can be observed that some of those who adopted of this trend won the support of
the Holy Imams (‘a) who either expressed their approval or, at least, acknowledged
them for the principles upon which they based their movements. Nevertheless, the
Holy Imams (‘a) would not contribute personally to such movements in the main and
would not instruct their followers to respond to these movements openly. In other

.cases they did not even permit such movements

This means that the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) believed in the legal validity of
the principles on which these movements were started and expected they would
positively impact the Islamic state in general. On the other hand, when these
movements were not comprehensive and revolutionary uprisings characterized by
good planning, finality and requirements necessary for their success, the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) deemed it unnecessary to require every individual of the Muslim community to

.play a role in it

Revolutionary Trend

The revolutionary trend was based on preferring the most important to the less
important of the higher interests of Islam and advantages to disadvantages. Hence,
before starting an uprising a comparison was also necessary between the corrupt
and the most corrupt, and enduring the corrupt and rising against it in order to avoid

.the most corrupt

A political movement here was not merely the process of raising slogans—even

though they were right—or an ill-conceived campaign without knowledge of
conditions, context and outcome. Nor was it a genuine and sincere sentimental

passion or an expression of the righteous and noble feelings inside man; rather, the
Islamic political movement was an assessment of a process of social change
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towards the best, spiritually and materially, and based on belief in Almighty Allah and
on the true and genuine principles and doctrines of Islam. Furthermore, it depended
upon a thorough objective investigation of reality and a full trust in Almighty Allah for
other-worldly aid, divine support, and capability of assessing the future along with the

.outcome and consequences
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Political Foundations and Guidelines

Point

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) presented the foundations for a political movement aimed at
achieving successful, sought after political change. The attitude towards secondary
issues and policies could direct the political movement and prepare guidelines for it

:based on the following starting-points

(Loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a [ 1]

The foremost fundamental constituent in this political movement is unconditional
belief in the (divinely commissioned) leadership, wilayah, of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) as
religious and political leadership which includes identifying religious rulings that had
been conveyed by the Holy Prophet (s), identifying befitting attitudes to emerging new

.and future events, and distinguishing the true from the false

Absolute loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and deep love and fondness for them would be
considered among the major sources of true guidance and salvation in this world as
well as the afterlife. This love is such that a spiritual and sentimental devotion to the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) naturally evolves bringing about a patterning after their exemplary

models of behavior, manners, obedience to Almighty Allah, piety, and high degree of
.abstinence from all forbidden acts

:From this premise, we can conclude the following

First: The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) laid much stress on the role of their divinely commissioned

leadership in building the Muslim society and establishing justice and morality. This
point has been mentioned in many of their traditions, some of which have been cited

,previously. The following
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:however, is another tradition of the same purport

:Tariq ibn Shihab has reported Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

، نَیدِصِاقَْلِل لٌیِلدَ  مُامَلإِا 

یِف هٌقَرِشُْم  سٌمْشَوَ  نَیکِِلاَّسلِل ، لٌیِبسَوَ  نَیدِتَهْمُْلِل ، رٌانَمَوَ 

هُُتعَاطَوَ هِاجََّنلِل ، بٌبَسَ  هُُتیَلاَوِ  .نَیِفرِاعَْلا  بِوُلُق 

ُّزعِوَ تِامَمَْلا ، دَْعَب  هٌَّدعُوَ  هِایَحَْلا ، یِف  هٌضَرَتَْفُم 

زُوْفَوَ نَیِّبحِمُْلا ، هُاجََنوَ  نَیِبِنذْمُْلا ، هُعَافَشَوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا ،

، نِامَیلإِا لُامَکَوَ  مِلاَسْلإِا ، سُْأرَ  اهََّنلأَِ  نَیعِِباَّتلا ،

نَِم لِلاَحَْلا  نُیِیْبتَوَ  مِاکَحْلأَاوَ ، دِودُحُْلا  هُفَرِْعمَوَ 

اللهُا هُرَاتَخْإ  نِمَ  َّلاإِ  اهَُلانَیَ  هٌبَتَرْمَ لاَ  یَهِفَ  .مِارَحَْلا 

، رِوغُُّثلا ظُْفحِ  یَهِ  هُیَلاَوِْلافَ  .هُمََّکحَوَ  هَُّلاوَوَ  هُمََّدقَوَ ،

.رِوهُُّشلاوَ مِاَّیلأَا  دُیدِْعتَوَ  رِوُملأُا  رُیِبدْتَوَ 

(The Imam is the (true

guide of the guidance-seekers, the lantern of the well-guided, the path of

those moving towards divinity, and the bright sun in the hearts of the

Gnostics. His leadership is a cause of redemption, and obedience to him is

imposed (by Allah) in this worldly life and becomes provisions in the life

,after death. He is the dignity of believers, intercession for the sinful

salvation for the lovers, and triumph for the followers, because he is the head

of Islam, the perfection of faith, familiar with regulations and laws, and aware
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of the distinction between the lawful and unlawful. It is thus a rank that

none can attain except those whom Allah has chosen, preferred, and designated

for leadership and judgment. Wilayah then entails the defense of

(borders, management of affairs, and account of the days and months…(1

:Abu-hamzah has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying
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Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 25:169-170, H. 38 as quoted from Rajab al-Barsi, - - ` 1
.Mashariq Anwar al-Yaqin
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: سٍمْخَ یلَعَ  مُلاَسْلإِا  یَِنُب 

مَْلوَ هِیَلاَوِْلاوَ ، ِّجحَْلاوَ  مِوَّْصلاوَ  هِاکََّزلاوَ  هِلاََّصلا  یلَعَ 

.هِیَلاَوِْلاِب يَدِوُن  امَکَ  ءٍیْشَِب  دَانَُی 

Islam is based on five

things: salat (performance of obligatory prayer), zakat

poor-rate), hajj (pilgrimage to the Holy House in Makkah), sawm)

observance of fasting), and wilayah. No validation of anything is on)

(the level of the validation of wilayah.(1

Through an authentic chain of authority, Zurarah has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as
:saying

هِسَمْخَ یلَعَ  مُلاَسْلإِا  یَِنُب 

مِوَّْصلاوَ ِّجحَْلاوَ  هِاکََّزلاوَ  هِلاََّصلا  یلَعَ  ءَایَشْأَ :

.هِیَلاَوِْلاوَ

Islam is based on five

things: salat (performance of obligatory prayer), zakat

poor-rate), hajj (pilgrimage to the Holy House in Makkah), sawm)

.observance of fasting), and wilayah)

?” Zurarah asked, “What is the best among these things

:The Imam (‘a) answered

اهََّنلأَِ لُضَْفأَ ، هُیَلاَوِْلا 
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.َّنهِْیلَعَ لُیِلَّدلا  وَهُ  یِلاوَْلاوَ  َّنهُحُاتَْفِم ،

,The best of them is the wilayah

because it is the key to them, and the wali (divinely designated

(leader) is the guide to them.(2

اهََّنلأَِ لُضَْفأَ ، هُیَلاَوِْلا 

.َّنهِْیلَعَ لُیِلَّدلا  وَهُ  یِلاوَْلاوَ  َّنهُحُاتَْفِم ،

,The best of them is the wilayah

because it is the key to them, and the wali (divinely designated

(leader) is the guide to them.(3

According to another authentically reported tradition, Zayd al-Shahham has reported
:that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him

نٌامَیإِ انَُّبحُ  دُْیزَ ، ایَ 

.رٌْفکُ انَضُْغُبوَ 

O Zayd, to love us is

(faith and to hate us is disbelief.(4

p: 132

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:18, H. 1 - - 1

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:18, H. 5 - - 2

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:18, H. 5 - - 3
(. Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:247, H. 464 (Ed. The Ahl al-Bayt World Assembly - - 4
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They maintained that one who loves them must eventually repent and return to
Almighty Allah and the sinful among those who love them would undergo a penalty in
this worldly life and chastisement in the grave (barzakh) or the hereafter although
with final alleviation. We can understand from this counsel that love for the Ahl al-

.Bayt (‘a) is essential for guidance

:Jabir has reported the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

َّبحُ اللهُا  هُقَزَرَ  نْمَ 

، هِرَخِلآاوَ ایَْنُّدلا  رَْیخَ  بَاصَأَ  دْقَفَ  یِتْیَب  لِهْأَ  نِْم  هَِّمِئلأَا 

لِهْأَ ِّبحُ  یِف  َّنإِفَ  هَِّنجَْلا ، یِف  هَُّنأَ  دٌحَأَ  َّنَّکشُیَ  لاَفَ 

.هِرَخِلآا یِف  هًرَشَعَوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  هًرَشَعَ  هًلَصْخِ : نَیرِشْعِ  یِتْیَب 

عُرَوَْلاوَ لِمَعَْلا ، یلَعَ  صُرْحِْلاوَ  دُهُّْزلافَ ، ایَْنُّدلا ، یِف  اَّمأَ 

، تِوْمَْلا لَْبقَ  هَُبوَّْتلاوَ  هِدَابَعِْلا ، یِف  هُبَغَّْرلاوَ  نِیِّدلا ، یِف 

، سِاَّنلا يدِْیأَ  یِف  اَّمِم  سُأْیَْلاوَ  لِْیَّللا ، مِایَِق  یِف  طُاشََّنلاوَ 

ضُْغُب هُعَسِاَّتلاوَ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  هِِیهَْنوَ  اللهِا  رِْملأَِ  ظُْفحِْلاوَ 

رُشَْنُی لاَفَ  هِرَخِلآا : یِف  اَّمأَوَ  .ءُاخََّسلا  هُرَشِاعَْلاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا ،

، هِِنیمِیَِب هَُباتَکِ  یطَْعُیوَ  نٌازَیِم ، هَُل  بُصَْنُی  لاَوَ  نٌاوَیدِ ، هَُل 

نِْم یسَکُْیوَ  هُهُجْوَ ، ُّضیَْبیَوَ  رِاَّنلا ، نَِم  هٌءَارََب  هَُل  بُتَکُْتوَ 

رُظُْنیَوَ هِِتْیَب ، لِهْأَ  نِْم  هٍَئاِم  یِف  عَُّفشَُیوَ  هَِّنجَْلا ، لِلَحُ 

، هَِّنجَْلا نِاجَیِت  نِْم  جَُّوتَُیوَ  هِمَحَّْرلاِب ، هِْیَلإِ  اللهُا 

لِهْأَ ِّبحِمُِل  یَبوطُفَ  .بٍاسَحِ  رِْیغَِب  هَِّنجَْلا  لُوخُدُ  هُرَشِاعَْلاوَ 

.یِتْیَب
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He whom Almighty Allah endues with love for the Imams of

.my Household has in fact gained the benefit of this world and the next world

He must not then doubt Paradise being his final abode. Verily, love for my

Household entails twenty features—ten in the life of the world and ten in the

.hereafter

,The features of this worldly life are: (1) asceticism

aspiration to work, (3) religious abstinence, (4) inclination for ( 2)

worship, (5) repentance before death, (6) pleasure in night worship, (7) absence

of envy for that which is possessed by others, (8) observance of commands and

(prohibitions of Almighty Allah, (9) aversion for this world, and (10

.generosity

Features on the Day of

Resurrection include: (1) the person’s Record of Deeds will not be opened for

settling his account, (2) he will not be called to weigh his good deeds against

,his wrongdoings, (3) he will be given his Record of Deeds in his right hand

an acquittal from hellfire will be recorded for him, (5) his face will be ( 4)

brightened, (6) he will be dressed in garments of Paradise, (7) he will be

(granted the right to intercede for ten individuals of his relatives, (8

Almighty Allah will look at him with mercy, (9) a crown of Paradise will be

placed on his head, and (10) he will be allowed to enter Paradise without being
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(called for reckoning. So, blessed be to those who love my Household.(1

p: 133

Al-Daylami, A`lam al-Din, pp. 451; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 27:163, H. 14 as - 1
.quoted from the previous reference book
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:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said to al-harith al-A`war

دَْنعِ انَُّبحُ  کََّنعَفَْنیََل 

یِف کَِتلََئاسَُم  دَْنعِوَ  تِوْمَْلا ، کِلَمَ  لِوزُُن  دَْنعِ  ثٍلاََث :

.اللهِا يِدَیَ  نَْیَب  کَفِِقوْمَ  دَْنعِوَ  كَرِْبقَ ،

Verily, your love for us

,shall help you in three situations: (1) when the Angel of Death comes to you

at the interrogation in the grave, and (3) when you are standing before ( 2)

(Almighty Allah for judgment.(1

hasan ibn Muhammad ibn al-Fazl al-Hashimi has reported on the authority of his
:father that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

p: 134

Al-Daylami, A`lam al-Din, pp. 461; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 27:164, H. 14 as - 1
.quoted from the previous reference book
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، تِْیبَْلا لَهْأَ  انََّبحُ ، َّنإِ 

، تِوْمَْلا دَْنعِوَ  اللهِا ، دَْنعِ  نَطِاوَمَ : عِْبسَ  یِف  هِِب  عُفَتَْنُیَل 

دَْنعِوَ ضِوْحَْلا ، دَْنعِوَ  رِشَحْمَْلا ، مَوَْیَوَ  رِْبقَْلا ، دَْنعِوَ 

.طِارَِّصلا دَْنعِوَ  نِازَیمِْلا ،

Verily, love for us—the

Ahl al-Bayt—shall be helpful at seven stations: (1) on meeting Almighty

Allah, (2) at death, (3) in the grave, (4) on the Day of Assemblage, (5) at

the Divine Pond, (6) at the Scale, and (7) on crossing the Discriminating

(Bridge (sirat).(1

Third: The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) also affirmed that true patronage to them is in fact abiding
by their course, keeping on the path of piety and religiousness, and exerting all
possible effort to apply religious laws to one’s life. Accordingly, a true Shi`ite is one
who practices struggle with the carnal self. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) asserted that actual
application of one’s love for them and true loyalty to them is manifest in patterning

.one’s behavior and conduct after them

:In this respect, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) declared

یقََّتإ نِمَ  َّلاإِ  انَُتعَیشِ  امَ 

عِضُاوََّتلاِب َّلاإِ  نَوُفرَْعُی  اوُناکَ  امَوَ  هُعَاطَأَوَ ، اللهَا 

.اللهِا رِکْذِ  هِرَْثکَوَ  هَِنامَلأَا  ءِادَأَوَ  عُِّشخََّتلاوَ 

Our Shi`ah include only

,those who fear and obey Allah. They must be characterized by modesty

(submission, fulfillment of trusts, and abundant remembrance Allah…(2
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 135

Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:250, H. 471; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 27:158, H. 4 as - 1
.quoted from the previous reference book

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:74, H. 3 - - 2
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لُهْأَ انَُتعَیشِ 

دِهُّْزلا لُهْأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَاوَ  ءِافَوَْلا  لُهْأَوَ  دِاهَِتجْلإاوَ  عِرَوَْلا 

مِوْیَْلا یِف  هًعَکْرَ  نَیسِمْخَوَ  يدَحْإ  بُاحَصْأَ  هِدَابَعِْلاوَ ؛

نَوُّکزَُی رَاهََّنلا ، نَومُِئاَّصلا  لَْیَّللا  نَومُِئاقَْلا  هِلَْیَّللاوَ ،

.مٍَّرحَُم َّلکُ  نَوُبِنتَجْیَوَ  تَْیبَْلا  نَوُّجحِیَوَ  مْهَُلاوَْمأَ 

Our

Shi`ah are the people of piety, diligence, loyalty and honesty. They are also

the people of asceticism and worship. They offer fifty-one units of prayer in

.a single day and night. They pass their nights in worship and their days in fasting

They purify their wealth, perform the pilgrimage to the House of God, and

(refrain from committing any forbidden act.(1

:Imam `Ali (‘a) has defined the Shi`ah as follows

یِف نَوُلذِابَتَمُْلا  انَُتعَیشِ 

یِف نَورُوِازَتَمُْلا  انَِتَّدوَمَ ، یِف  نَوُّباحَتَمُْلا  انَِتیَلاَوِ ،

اوضُرَ اذَإوَ  اومُِلظْیَ ، مَْل  اوُبضِغَ  اذَإِ  نَیذَِّلا  اَنرِْمأَ ، ءِایَحْإِ 

.اوطَُلاخَ نْمَِل  مٌْلسِ  مْهُرَوَاجَ ، نْمَ  یلَعَ  هٌکَرََب  اوُفرِسُْی ، مَْل 

Our Shi`ah include only

those who meet the needs of each other for the sake of their loyalty to our

leadership, love each other for the sake of our pleasure, and exchange visits

for the sake of proclaiming our affairs. They do not oppress when they are
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enraged and do not exaggerate when they are pleased. They are a blessing for

(their neighbors and tranquility for their associates.(2

Fourth: In addition to the belief in Almighty Allah, the message of Islam, the Hereafter,
the Qur'an, and the

p: 136

Shaykh al-Saduq, Sifat al-Shi`ah, pp. 2; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:167, - - 1
.H. 33 as quoted from the previous reference book

Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:236-7, H. 24; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:190, H. - 2
.46 as quoted from the previous reference book
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Ka`bah, love for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and loyalty to them represents one of the major

pivots on which all Muslims agree unanimously because the Holy Qur'an has affirmed

their purity and the obligation of bearing love for them and keeping good relations
:with them, saying

یَبرْقُْلا یِف  هََّدوَمَْلا  اَّلإِ  ارًجْأَ  هِْیلَعَ  مْکُُلأَسْأَ  اَل  لُْق 

Say: I do not ask of you

(any reward for it but love for my near relatives. (42:23

In conclusion, love for and loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is one of the basic features of
Islamic unity and the firm link between the virtuous community and the other

.individuals of the Muslim nation

On account of the Ahl al-Bayt’s tireless efforts to establish this course, the Muslim
nation now unanimously agrees on love for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in spite of multiple

attempts exerted throughout history to confront them, draw Muslims away from
.them, and separate their followers from them

(Renunciation of the Enemies of Allah and the Enemies of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a [ 2]

Another aspect of the political process outlined by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is that it is not
sufficient only to identify the political trend, show loyalty and love for the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) and believe in their divinely designated leadership; rather, it is necessary in
addition to abide by the course and policy of renouncing the enemies of Almighty

(. Allah, Islam, and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

Anchored in this fact, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are known for their animosity towards
wrongdoers, forbidding any sort of cooperation with them and resisting them through
various means and methods uninfluenced by personal benefit and restricted
interests. This political profile sketches out the nature of the relationship of the

virtuous community with

p: 137

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 663 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:repressive and deviant ruling regimes and is represented through two main trends

The First Trend is civil opposition, which denotes the minimum political attitude
.against such ruling regimes

The Second Trend is religiously supported war (jihad) in which various political,
propagative, and military activities are carried out characterized by readiness for self-

.sacrifice and martyrdom

Choosing one of these two trends depends on (1) the actual identification of the
circumstances and capabilities of the virtuous community, (2) the identification of the
scope of deviation and injustice that is being practiced by the ruling authorities
towards the people and Islam, and (3) the extent of the impact and change that can

.be made by this activity on the actuality of the Muslim nation

The political position of renouncing the enemies of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is based on the
principle that to hate and provoke the hostility of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is unbelief (kufr),
because it is in evident opposition to the Holy Qur'an that has openly stated this

.reality. There are many traditions that show hatred of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is kufr

Equilibrium in Interests and Priorities [ 3]

As directed by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), a true political movement must be according to a
precise hierarchy of priorities,(1) i.e., the interest of the Muslim nation and

p: 138

A list of priorities has been displayed and discussed in the second book of this series - 1
and also in our book entitled ‘al-wihdah al-islamiyyah min manzur al-thaqalayn,
(Islamic Unity from the Perspective of the Two Weighty Things—i.e. the Holy Qur'an

((.’ and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a
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Islamic faith must always precede the private interests and advantages of the
.virtuous community in particular and all private interests in general

This political trend signifies one aspect of taqiyyah in the approach of the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) where it means to give up some personal practices and advantages in order to
save the general interests and unity of Muslims such that these activities be restricted
and given the shape of higher interests to avoid the total suppression and damage of
the nation. This will be demonstrated in the volume dealing with the security system

.of the virtuous community where the issue of taqiyyah will be further discussed

This sort of conduct was a unique phenomenon in the history of the virtuous
community from the beginning of the period of Islam after the Holy Prophet (s), as is
inferred from Imam `Ali’s posture towards the three caliphs because, although he
knew he was the rightful holder of leadership of the Islamic state (a fact that he
stated openly in his famous sermon called al-Shaqshaqiyyah (No. 3 in Nahj al-
Balaghah) as well as on other occasions), he abided by this political trend which he

:himself explained on many occasions, including the following

امَ َّنمَِّلسَلأُ  اللهِاوَوَ ،

َّیلَعَ َّلاإ  رٌوْجَ  اهَیِف  نْکُیَ  مَْلوَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا  رُوُمأُ  تْمَِلسَ 

.هًَّصاخَ

By Allah, so long as the

affairs of Muslims remain intact and there is no oppression perpetrated except

(upon me, I shall keep quiet.(1

In addition, it can be observed that Imam `Ali (‘a) corresponded with the general
political movements of the three caliphs and would advise and support them for the

p: 139

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 74 - - 1
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.sake of the general interests of Muslims

The same applies to the state of affairs of Imam hasan (‘a) in connection with
Mu`awiyah when he signed a truce in order to maintain the power of the Islamic state
and save the blood of Muslims, especially the virtuous among them, from being shed

.and also to maintain the survival of the virtuous community

At the same time, many of Imam hasan’s elite companions insisted that he renounce
such a truce and enter armed confrontation with Mu`awiyah that would lead to
martyrdom. This position was later taken by his brother, Imam husayn (‘a), not with

.Mu`awiyah but in his conflict with Yazid due to various changes in the circumstances

The impact of this third political trend can be also discerned in the conduct of the
other Holy Imams (‘a), such as al-Sadiq, al-Kazim, and al-Riza—peace be upon them
—who had sufficient opportunities to ignite expansive revolutions against the deviant
rulers but refrained from such acts because of the higher interests of Islam taking
priority over their private interests and a thorough comprehension of the current

.political situation

The same trend also applied to leading scholars of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), especially in
the current age, shown in the positions taken by Shi`ite religious scholars towards the
Ottoman Empire when it was exposed to the crusades of the West and their
standpoints on present issues of the Muslim world. Under such conditions, the
followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) stood along with other Muslims to defend the Ottoman

empire which had itself treated the Shi`ah unjustly and been deviant in many of its
practices and laws. The one and only reason for such support was that this empire

raised the slogan of Islam and represented the Muslim Nation against the opponents
.of Islam

p: 140
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Unity of the Muslim Society [ 4]

The next principle on which the political trend of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is founded is the
maintenance of the structure of Muslim society and the firm social ties that must

increase among Muslims, such as mutual love, affection and respect which contribute
to the unity of Muslims and create strong alliances among the individuals of the

.Muslim nation

The features of this unchangeable political trend can be traced in the narrations that
are reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) emphasizing the need of this aspect in their

.political and social movement as a whole

It is possible to make out the points indicating this trend in the following instructions of
(: the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

The virtuous community is required to coexist and interact with the other Muslims ( 1)
in a broad and perfective unity and is not permitted to live in isolation within Muslim
society because the individuals of the virtuous community are in constant need of

.exchanging services with others

In Usul al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through an authenticated chain of
:authority that Murazim reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

نَِم مْکَُل  َّدُب  هَُّنإ لاَ 

سُاَّنلاوَ هُتَایَحَ ، سِاَّنلا  نِعَ  یِنْغتَسْیَ  اًدحَأَ لاَ  َّنإ  .سِاَّنلا 

.ضٍْعَب نِْم  مْهِضِْعبَِل  َّدُب  لاَ 

Verily, you cannot escape

dealing with people. No one can dispense with others throughout their

(lifetime since people are in an indispensable need of each other.(1

:hudhayfah ibn Mansur has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 667 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_141_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 141

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, Usul al-Kafi 2:635, H. 1 - - 1
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سِاَّنلا نِعَ  هُدَیَ  َّفکَ  نْمَ 

اًیدِْیأَ هُْنعَ  نَوُّفکُیَوَ  هًدَحِاوَ  اًدیَ  مْهُْنعَ  ُّفکُیَ  امََّنإِفَ 

.هًرَیِثکَ

Whoever refrains from reaching

out to help others will have surely stopped one hand (his own) from helping

(others, while many hands will refrain from reaching out to him.(1

According to this fact, one of the basic approaches of the enemies in the course of
opposing the virtuous community was their attempt to isolate this community from

(Muslim society.(2

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) stressed abiding by the manners of good association as ( 2)
prescribed by Islam in order to strengthen the pillars of Muslim society and their social
ties by visiting the sick, attending funeral ceremonies, and paying attention to

.sentimental and emotional aspects of life

:Husham al-Kindi has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) say

لاًمَعَ اوُلمَْعتَ  نْأَ  مْکُاَّیإِ 

.هِِلمَعَِب هُدُِلاوَ  رَُّیعَُی  ءِوُّسلا  دََلوَ  َّنإِفَ  هِِب ! رَُّیعَُن 

اوُلصِ .اًنْیشَ  اوُنوکُتَ  لاَوَ  اًنْیزَ ، هِْیَلإ  مُْتْعطَقَْنإ  نِمَِل  اوُنوکُ 

لاَوَ مْهُزَِئانَجَ ، اودُهَشْاوَ  مْهُاضَرْمَ ، اودُوعُوَ  مْهِرِِئاشَعَ ، یِف 

.مْهُْنِم هِِب  یَلوْأَ  مُْتْنأَفَ  رِْیخَْلا ، نَِم  ءٍیْشَ  یَلإ  مْکُوقُِبسْیَ 

… ءِبْخِْلا نَِم  هِْیَلإِ  َّبحَأَ  ءٍیْشَِب  اللهُا  دَِبعُ  امَ  اللهِاوَ ،

.هَِّیقَِّتلا

Avoid committing any act
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due to which we may be disgraced. Verily, an immoral son brings disgrace to

his father because of his deeds. Be good for the sake of those to whom you

devotedly belong and do not be bad examples against them. Build good

,relationships with them, visit their sick, attend their funeral ceremonies

and let them not precede you in performing any act of decency because you are

worthier than them in such acts. By Allah I swear, Almighty Allah has never

been worshipped through a matter more appreciated by Him than concealment—

dissimulation

(taqiyyah).(3)

p: 142

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:643, H. 6 - - 1
This point has been discussed in the previous discussion of treating psychological - 2

.pressures
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:471 - - 3
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The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) instructed their followers through a set of rules and regulations ( 3)
determined for social relations to be committed to pledges, covenants, and
commercial contracts that they concluded with other Muslims so that these
.commitments would act as solid ethical and legal bases for their relations with others

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

یِف دُِئلاَقَ  دَوهُعُْلا  َّنإِ 

، اللهُا هُلَصَوَ  اهَلَصَوَ  نْمَفَ  هِمَایَقِْلا ؛ مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  قِانَعْلأَا 

یَلإِ هُْتمَصَاخَ  اهَِب  َّفخَتَسْا  نِمَوَ  اللهُا ، هَُلذَخَ  اهَضَقََن  نْمَوَ 

.اهَظِْفحِِب هُقَْلخَ  ذَخَأَوَ  اهَدََّکأَ  يذَِّلا 

.Verily, pledges are necklaces worn around the neck up to the Day of Resurrection

Therefore, whoever fulfills their pledges will gain proximity with Almighty

Allah, whoever breaches them will be rejected by Him and if one

underestimates their importance, a suit shall be brought against him before

the One Who has affirmed the fulfillment of pledges and commanded His

(creatures to adhere to them.(1

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is also reported to have said

َّنرَدُْغتَ لاَ 

دْقَفَ كََّودُعَ ، لْتَخْتَ  لاَوَ  کَتََّمذِ ، َّنرَفَخْتَ  لاَوَ  كَدِهْعَِب ،

.هَُل اًنْمأَ  هُتََّمذِوَ  هُدَهْعَ  هَُناحَْبسُ  اللهُا  لَعَجَ 

,Never breach your pledges, never violate your obligations

and never trick your enemy (by violating your covenant with him) because
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Almighty Allah has made the pledge and promise to him (i.e. the enemy) as a security

(for him.(2

p: 143

.Al-Amudi, Ghurar al-hikam 9:274 - - 1
.Al-Amudi, Ghurar al-hikam 85:218 - - 2
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:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

رُدْغَْلاوَ قِیدَِّصلا  ُّشغِ 

.دِهْعَْلا هَِنایَخِ  نِْم  قِیِثاوَمَْلاِب 

Among the examples of breach

(of pledge are to cheat one’s friend and to break one’s covenant.(1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) urged their followers to maintain high standards of conduct ( 4)
among people at both individual and collective levels so that they would become

leading examples for the people and leave an estimable impact on them in the fields
of guidance and concord. In this respect, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through an
authentic chain of authority that Safwan ibn Yahya reported Abu-Usamah Zayd al-

:Shahham as saying that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him

ذُخُأْیَوَ مْهُْنِم  یِنعُیطُِی  هَُّنأَ  يرَتَ  نْمَ  یلَعَ  ْأرَْقإ 

یِف عَرَوَْلاوَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  يوَْقتَِب  مْکُیصِوأُوَ  مَلاََّسلا  یَِلوْقَِب 

لَوطُوَ هَِنامَلأَا  ءَادَأَوَ  ثِیدِحَْلا  قَدْصِوَ  دَاهَِتجْلإاوَ اللهِ  مْکُِنیدِ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٌَّمحَُم ، ءَاجَ  اذَهَِبفَ  رِاوَجِْلا ، نَسْحُوَ  دِوجُُّسلا 

، اًرجِافَ وْأَ  اًرَّب  اهَْیلَعَ  مْکُنَمَتَْئإ  نِمَ  یَلإ  هََنامَلأَا  اوُّدأَ  .هِِلآوَ 

ءِادَأَِب رُُمأْیَ  نَاکَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لَوسُرَ  َّنإِفَ 

اودُوعُوَ مْهُزَِئانَجَ  اودُهَشْاوَ  مْکُرَِئاشَعَ  اوُلصِ  .طِیخِمَْلاوَ  طِْیخَْلا 

هِِنیدِ یِف  عَرِوَ  اذَإ  مْکُْنِم  لَجَُّرلا  َّنإفَ  مْهُقَوقُحُ ، اوُّدأَوَ  مْهُاضَرْمَ 

: لَیِق سِاَّنلا  عَمَ  هُقُُلخُ  نَسُحَوَ  هََنامَلأَا  يَّدأَوَ  ثَیدِحَْلا  قَدَصَوَ 

: لَیِقوَ .رَورُُّسلا  هُْنِم  َّیلَعَ  لُخِدُْیوَ  کَِلذَ  یِنُّرسُِیفَ  .ٌّيرِفَْعجَ  اذَهَ 

هُؤُلاََب َّیلَعَ  لَخَدَ  کَِلذَ  رِْیغَ  یلَعَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِوَ  .رٍفَْعجَ  بُدَأَ  اذَهَ 
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هِْیلَعَ یِبأَ ، یِنَثَّدحََل  اللهِاوَفَ  .رٍفَْعجَ  بُدَأَ  اذَهَ  لَیِقوَ : هُرُاعَوَ 

، ٍّیِلعَ هِعَیشِ  نِْم  هِلَیِبقَْلا  یِف  نُوکُیَ  نَاکَ  لَجَُّرلا  َّنأَ  مُلاََّسلا ،

مْهُاضَْقأَوَ هَِنامَلأَِل  مْهُادَآ  اهَنَْیزَ ؛ نُوکُیَفَ  مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ 

.مْهُعُِئادَوَوَ مْهُایَاصَوَ  هِْیَلإِ  ثِیدِحَْلِل ، مْهُقَدَصْأَوَ  قِوقُحُْلِل 

هَِنامَلأَِل اَنادَلآ  هَُّنإ  نٍلاُف ؟ لُْثِم  نْمَ  لُوقُتَفَ : هُْنعَ  هُرَیشِعَْلا  لُأَسُْت 

.ثِیدِحَْلِل انَُقدَصْأَوَ 

Deliver my greetings to anyone

you regard as obeying me and following my orders: I advise you to fear

Almighty Allah, act piously in the affairs of your religion, work

,painstakingly for Almighty Allah, be honest in your speech, fulfill your trusts

prostrate yourselves before Almighty Allah for considerable periods, and

observe good neighborhood. Verily, these are matters with which the Prophet

Muhammad (s) came. You should return to their owners that with which you were

entrusted, be the owners righteous or dissolute. The Messenger of Allah (s) would

order his followers to return items of safekeeping even if it had only been a

needle and thread. Build good relationships with your clans, present

yourselves at their funeral processions, visit the sick among them, and

fulfill your duties towards them. Verily, if one of you shows piety in his

,religious affairs, only speaks the truth, and behaves politely with others

they will refer to him as belonging to Ja`far and they will say that this is
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the way Ja`far educates his followers. This will please me and fill me with

,delight. If one does the opposite, it is I who will be defamed and offended

since people will say that Ja`far has educated his followers with these ill

manners. I swear by Allah that my father (‘a) told me that a Shi`ite in a

clan would be the best of that clan’s individuals, the most trustworthy, the

most observant of their rights, and the most honest. The other individuals of

that clan would always keep their wills and trusts with him, and when they are

asked about him, they will answer that he was unmatched among them, since he

(was the most trustworthy and the most honest.(2

p: 144

.Al-Amudi, Ghurar al-hikam 57:37 - - 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:398 H. 2 - - 2
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:habib al-Khath`ami has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

عِرَوَْلاِب مْکُْیلَعَ 

اورُضُحْاوَ مْهُاضَرْمَ ، اودُوعُوَ  مْهُزَِئانَجَ  اودُهَشْاوَ  دِاهَِتجْلإاوَ ،

نَوُّبحُِت امَ  سِاَّنلِل  اوُّبحِأَوَ  مْکُدَجِاسَمَ ، مْکُِموْقَ  عَمَ 

هَُّقحَ هُرُاجَ  فَرِْعیَ  نْأَ  مْکُْنِم  لُجَُّرلا  یحِتَسْیَ  امَأَ  .مْکُسِفُْنلأَِ 

؟ هِرِاجَ َّقحَ  فَرِْعیَ  لاَوَ 

Adhere (all of you) to

abstinence (from acts of disobedience to Almighty Allah) and piety, attend

funeral ceremonies, visit the sick, present yourselves in the mosques with

your people, and desire for others whatever you desire for yourselves. Is it

not shameful to one of you when a neighbor observes your right but you do not

(observe his?(1

We conclude that the policy of maintaining Islamic unity signifies an unchangeable
.and major principle in the political trend of the virtuous community

The Role of the Nation in Political Change [ 5]

The fifth principle on which the political trend of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is founded is their
assertion that the Muslim nation must play a considerable role in the process of
changing political conditions, either by acting directly or contributing to create a
process of change or by monitoring and observing the progress of this process, its
outcome and results. To summarize this approach, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) believe that the
nation is the tool of the process of change; therefore, it is necessary to mobilize and
change the public psychologically and spiritually so that they become capable of
bringing about that change. At the same time, the nation is both the subject and the
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,object of that process of change

p: 146

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:635, H. 3 - - 1
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and the sought objective of this process is to guide people towards Almighty Allah and
.the right path which leads certainly to attainment of divine perfection

:An investigation of the following points gives us a clear understanding of this view

The concept of the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) about the leadership of ( 1)
Muslims is that Imamate is a divinely designated position, in the sense that an Imam

is assigned on the strength of a nomination made by the Holy Prophet or the
preceding Imam. Notwithstanding, we find that in actual practice the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)—
after having been removed from this divinely designated position because of political
circumstances that Muslims encountered immediately after the Holy Prophet’s

.demise—emphasized the people’s role in the processes of political change

It is evident that Imam `Ali (‘a) became Caliph as the result of a direct election of
Muslims living in al-Madinah, while Abu-Bakr claimed the position as a result of
election by some people who held a (private) meeting at saqifah of Banu-Sa`idah,
`Umar held the position due to direct nomination by one person—Abu-Bakr, and
`Uthman came to the position as a result of the vote of four persons out of six
persons that `Umar had named to choose the following caliph (without requesting the

(opinion of other Muslims on the issue).(1

p: 147

In this section, we do not intend to discuss whether these restricted elections were - 1
right or unjustified; rather, we only want to refer to the point that Imam `Ali (‘a)
himself had not agreed to hold the position of caliphate without direct election by the
people. Referring to this election, Imam `Ali (‘a) says in his famous sermon known as
، نِانَسـَحَلا ءَیطِوُ  دْقـََل  یَّتحَ  بِناجَ ، ِّلکـُ  نِْم  َّیلَعَ  نَوُلاثـَْنیَ  عُِبَّضلا ، فِرْعُکَ  َّیلإ  سُاَّنلاوَ  َّـلاإ  یِنعَارَ  امـَفَ  : al-Shaqshaqiyyah
At that نَورُخَآ. طَسـَقَوَ  يرَخْأُ ، تْقَرَمَوَ  هٌفَِئاطـَ ، تْثـَکََن  رِْمـَْلااِب  تُضـْهََن  اَّملَفَ  .مِنـَغَلا  هِضـَیِبرَکَ  یلوْحـَ  نَـیعِمِتَجُْم  يَافـَطْعِ ، َّقشـُوَ 
moment, nothing took me by surprise like the crowd of people rushing towards me.
They advanced towards me from every side like the mane of the hyena so much so
that hasan and husayn were getting crushed and both shoulders of my garment were
torn. They collected around me like a herd of sheep and goats. When I took up the
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reins of government, one party broke away and another turned disobedient while the
…rest began acting wrongfully
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The same thing applies to the rulers of the Umayyad and `Abbasid dynasties who
.totally deprived the nation of its role in a direct election or even consultation

All this took place against explicit divine wording (nass) and in spite of the slogan that
was raised by the followers of the School of Consultation (shura). Apparently, this
slogan lacked any substance and was raised just to revoke the divine and Prophetic
texts on designating Imam `Ali and his descendants (‘a) as the leaders of the Muslim

.nation

It is also clear that the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in general political situations
used to take the public view into consideration, as shown in Imam `Ali’s stance to the
question of arbitration immediately after the Siffin War even though he had originally
not supported the validity of this situation. Nevertheless, the Imam (‘a) based his
stance on the general viewpoint of his army and declared it after discussion with the

(Khawarij.(1

p: 148

In Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 127, Imam `Ali (‘a) says: Your own group - 1
unanimously suggested the names of these two men and we took the pledge from
them that they would not exceed the Qur'an but they deviated from it and abandoned

…the right way although both of them were conversant with it
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The same thing can be said about Imam hasan’s truce with Mu`awiyah and Imam

husayn’s open rejection of Yazid’s demands after being certain that the people of
.Iraq unanimously agreed with him in this matter

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) adopted a policy that admitted multiple political parties and ( 2)
opposition even if those parties were in the wrong and lacked any legal or actual
justification. This policy was obvious in the general setting of Imam `Ali (‘a) who did
not take any suppressive procedures against his political opponents as long as they
did not use a weapon or power to face him politically. The most obvious example of
this policy was Imam `Ali’s attitude towards the mutinous movements of Talhah and
al-Zubayr and of the Khawarij after the issue of arbitration—when they isolated
themselves from the Muslim community and refrained from carrying out their general
duties towards society—as well as many other persons who objected to the Imam’s

.policy of allowing various sorts of opposing political activities

As has been discussed in the first chapter of this book, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) ( 3)
established an exclusive method of choosing a judge or a referential authority in the
issue of issuing religious verdicts. This method then developed into the system of
religious referential authority (marji`iyyah) by which a religious authority was elected
by the people through natural and direct voting for a nominee that met the
requirements of the office. In this system too, the two processes of electing the most

qualified person and the

p: 149
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people getting to know him grew in the nation so gradually that it became the norm in
.all issues

The same method is applied while choosing a deputy of the referential authority—a

method that takes form by means of gradual approval of the people, familiarity with
.and consent for that person

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) paid very special attention to the weak, poor, and needy ( 4)
Muslims in general, as well as the lower class of the Muslim society, such as non-
Arabs, slaves, and others who later on represented the vast majority of the Muslim
community. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) were famed for taking good care of these social
classes and depending on them such that some individuals of (the tribe of) Quraysh
protested against Imam `Ali’s manners towards the non-Arab Muslims who they
used to call ‘the red-faced’, as mentioned in their famous complaint to Imam `Ali (‘a),

.” “Those red-faced ones preoccupy you more than we do

The majority of the Muslim community, these lower-classed people, bore much love
.for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) as a natural result of the care that was shown for them

This extraordinary attention and care for these classes can be observed in the
following section of Imam `Ali’s famous Epistle to Malik al-Ashtar, the governor of

:Egypt

هِقَبََّطلا یِف  اللهَا  اللهَا 

نیکِاسَمَْلاوَ مْهَُل  هَلَیحِ  نَیذَِّلا لاَ  نَِم  یلَْفُّسلا 

هِذِه یِف  َّنإِف  ینَْمَّزلاوَ ، یسَؤُْبْلا  لِهْأَوَ  نَیجِاتَحُْم  - لْاوَ

نِْم کَظَفَحْتَسْا  امَ  ظْفَحْاوَ الله  اًرّتَْعُموَ ، اًعِناقَ  هِقَبََّطلا 

نِْم اًمسِقوَ  کَِلامَ ، تِْیَب  نِْم  اًمْسِق  مْهَُل  لْعَجْاوَ  مْهِیِف ، هِِّقحَ 

مْهُْنِم یصَْقلاَِْل  َّنإِف  دلََب ، ِّلکُ  یِف  مِلاَسْلاِْا  یِفاوَصَ  تَِّلاغَ 

لاَفَ هَُّقحَ ، تَیعِرُْتسْا  دِقَ  ٌّلکُوَ  یَندْلاَِْل ، يذَِّلا  لَْثِم 
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هَِفاَّتلا عِیِیضْتَِب  رُذَْعُت  کََّنإِفَ لاَ  رٌطََب ، مْهُْنعَ  کََّنلغَشْیَ 

لاَوَ مْهُْنعَ ، کََّمهَ  صْخِشُْت  لاَفَ  .َّمهِمُْلا  رَیِثکَْلا  کَِماکَحْلاِِ 

کَْیَلإِ لُصِیَ  نْمَ لاَ  رَوُمأُ  دَّْقفَتَوَ  مْهَُل ، كََّدخَ  رِّْعصَُت 

غِّْرفَفَ لُاجَِّرلا ، هُرُقِحْتَوَ  نُوُیعُْلا ، هُمُحِتَْقتَ  نَّْمِم  مْهُْنِم 

.کَتَقَِث کَِئلولاُِ 

Beware! Fear Allah when

dealing with the lower classes of the poor who have none to sponsor them, who

are forlorn, indigent, and helpless and are greatly torn in mind—victims to

the vicissitudes of time. Among them, there are some who do not question

.their lot in life and who in spite of their misery, do not go about begging

For God's sake, safeguard their rights; for upon you rests the responsibility

,of protection. Assign for their benefit a portion of the state treasury

wherever they may be, whether close at hand or far from you. The rights of the

two should be equal in your eyes. Do not let any preoccupations cause you to

forget them, for no excuse whatsoever for the disregard of their rights will

be acceptable to God. Do not treat their interests to be of less importance

than your own, never put them outside the scope of your important

considerations, and note those who look down upon them and of whose condition

(they keep you in ignorance.(1

p: 150
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.Nahj al-Balaghah, Epistle No. 53 - - 1
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The Role of the Nation in the System of the Virtuous Community

The following points summarize the role that can be played by the nation in the
:general system of the virtuous community

The public play the role of selecting and identifying the Islamic leadership in the ( 1)
Age of Occultation. In the periods of the Holy Prophet (s) and Imams (‘a), the
leadership of the Muslim community is designated directly by Almighty Allah while, in

the Age of Occultation, this position must

p: 151
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be held by the most qualified religious referential authority (namely, marji`) who is
designated by Almighty Allah, too, but in the light of meeting the requirements and
qualifications that authorize holding this position, as declared by the Ahl-Bayt (‘a).
However, the role of the nation in this respect is to decide on the person who best

(meets all these requirements and qualifications.(1

The nation is responsible for choosing the civil administration of the Muslim ( 2)
community. There are two aspects of social activity. One is the application of Islamic

laws to the actions of the nation in general and of the virtuous community in particular
to lead them to perfection through laws and regulations that must be practiced by the
authority. The other aspect is related to the administration of private worldly affairs of
the people and must be decided by the people themselves. This aspect includes the
areas of permissibility in the religious code of Islamic law (i.e. issues that are
determined to be permissible:ja’iz) in its all-comprehensive significance which covers
issues that are determined to be recommended (mustahabb), disapproved of
(makruh), or allowed (mubah). These areas of affairs have been left for man to

.choose for himself whether to perform them or not

ometimes, this permissibility requires a social order to stop contradiction of personal
wills or to put different interests, desires, and inclinations in accord. When this takes

place, the administration of these affairs is left to

p: 152

Further discussions of this question (i.e. the role of the nation in the general system - 1
of the virtuous community) have been cited in my book of al-hukm al-islami bayna al-

.nazariyyah wa’l-tatbiq (Islamic Government; Theory and Application) 172-179
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people to do what best fits their desires and achieves their interests according to their
.personal experiences

Because the office of management cannot be held by everyone, a special group from
the community may select the most qualified person for this office. In constitutional

.terms this body is called a municipality council

Legality of such a management council can be achieved through sanction by the
supreme religious authority or where majority selection is unanimously supported by
Muslims in general. Compliance becomes binding after such unanimity, as is indicated
by considerable traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), such as the Holy Prophet’s following

:instruction in his Farewell Sermon

َّنهِْیلَعَ ُّلغِیَ  ثٌلاََث لاَ 

هَِّمِئلأَِ هُحَیصَِّنلاوَ  لِمَعَْلا اللهِ ، صُلاَخْإِ  مٍِلسُْم : ئٍرِْمإ  بُْلقَ 

.مْهِِتعَامَجَِل مُوزُُّللاوَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا ،

The heart of a real Muslim

must always stay true to the following three matters: (1) sincerity in deeds

,that are intended for Almighty Allah, (2) loyalty to the leaders of Muslims

(and (3) abiding by unanimity.(1

The public may give advisory opinions to the leadership, since such advice ( 3)
demonstrates true interest by both in the general welfare of the community. A need
for such consultation is necessary to achieve the highest social standards; however,
this system is not necessary in the case of the leadership of the Infallible and divinely-

(. directed Imams (‘a

This common interest embodies a good ground for confirming and consolidating the
relationship between the leadership and the nation, as is indicated by the following
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p: 153

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 1:403-404, H. 1, 2 - - 1
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:Qur'anic text

اذَإِفَ رِْمأَْلا  یِف  مْهُرْوِاشـَوَ  مْهَُل  رْفِْغتَسـْاوَ  مْهُْنعَ  فُعْافـَ  کَِـلوْحَ  نِْم  اوُّضفَْناَـل  بِْلقَْلا  ظَـیِلغَ  اظفَ  تَْنکُ  وَْلوَ  مْهَُل  تَْنِل  هَِّللا  نَِم  هٍمَحْرَ  امـَِبفَ 
نَیِلِّکوَتَمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هََّللا  َّنإِ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  لَّْکوَتَفَ  تَْمزَعَ 

Thus it is due to mercy

from Allah that you deal with them gently, and had you been rough or hard

hearted, they would certainly have dispersed from around you; pardon them

,therefore and ask pardon for them, and take counsel with them in the affair

but when you resolve a matter, then place your trust in Allah. Surely, Allah

(loves those who put their trust in Him. (3:159

Although the Holy Prophet (s) did not require consultation in order to realize the reality
of a situation, consultation had a considerable impact on the relationship and
psychological and spiritual connection between the leadership and the public. This
common interest contributes to educating the public on undertaking responsibility,
playing a role in general issues, realizing the actual circumstances of issues and

.becoming familiar with facts and approaches to various issues of Muslims

In the case of the religious authority that is selected on the basis of election after
meeting the qualifications, the consultation of the nation contributes significantly in
discerning the accurate attitudes towards the issues involved. In the light of this fact,
texts from the Holy Qur'an and the Holy Sunnah emphasize the significance of
consultation and mutual counseling in the individual and social lives of the Muslims.(1)

The following Qur'anic text is

p: 154

Further discussions of this question have been cited in my book of al-hukm al-islami - 1
bayna al-nazariyyah wa’l-tatbiq (Islamic Government; Theory and Application);

.Chapter: Constitution System, a Genuine System, pp. 113-137
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:one example

نَوقُفِْنُی مْهُانَْقزَرَ  اَّمِموَ  مْهُنَْیَب  يرَوشُ  مْهُرُْمأَوَ 

and their rule is…

(to take counsel among themselves. (42:38

The public is required to supervise and assess the level of procedures that are ( 4)
taken by the leadership or the selected administrative body. Such supervision can be

:classified into two aspects

First, supervision of the qualities in the leadership or the religious authority that
authorize him to hold this office—knowledge, piety, and excellent management—and

.the observed scope of harmony between his conduct and these qualifications

econd, supervision of the quality of procedures and conformity with the totality of
unequivocal laws of religion and with what the public needs from the leadership to

.achieve their desires and interests

Indications of this special role of the public can be pointed out in the traditions about
enjoining the right and forbidding evil, such as the famous speech of Imam husayn

:(‘a), recalling his grandfather, the Holy Prophet (s), as saying

يآرَ نْمَ 

هِدِهْعَِل اًثکِاَن  اللهِا  مِارَحَِل  لاحِتَسُْم  اًرِئاجَ  اًناطَْلسُ 

مِْثلإِاِب اللهِا  دِابَعِ  یِف  لُمَْعیَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  هَِّنسُِل  اًفِلاخَُم 

اًقّحَ نَاکَ  لٍوْقَ ، لاَوَ  لٍْعفِِب  هِْیلَعَ  رِّْیغَُی  مْلَفَ  نِاوَدْعُْلاوَ 

.هُلَخَدْمَ هُلَخِدُْی  نْأَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ 

If one realizes that an

unjust ruler is violating the prohibitions of Allah, breaching his pledge
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with Him, opposing the traditions of His Messenger (s), and treating His

servants with wrongdoing and aggression, but that person does not try to

change that injustice by a deed or a word, Allah will surely associate him

(with that ruler.(1

p: 155

Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari, Tarikh al-Umam wa’l-Muluk (known as Tarikh al- - 1
(. Tabari) 4:304; Ibn al-Athir, al-Kamil fi’l-Tarikh 4:48 (with little difference
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The public can practice supervision either directly, through constitutional means, or
through civil organizations such as the press, political parties and other

.establishments that grant freedom of expressing personal views

The public are required to support, refer to and act sincerely towards the religious ( 5)
:leadership. This aspect can be understood from traditions like the following

:A. Texts that reveal the obligation of obedience to the religious leadership

نَوُنِمؤُْت مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  لِوسَُّرلاوَ  هَِّللا  یَلإِ  هُوُّدرُفَ  ءٍیْشـَ  یِف  مُْتعْزَانَتَ  نْإِفَ  مْکُْنِم  رِْمأَْلا  یِلوأُوَ  لَوسَُّرلا  اوعُیطِأَوَ  هََّللا  اوعُیطِأَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایـَ 
الًیوِأْتَ نُسَحْأَوَ  رٌْیخَ  کَِلذَ  رِخِآْلا  مِوْیَْلاوَ  هَِّللاِب 

O you who believe! Obey

Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority from among you; then, if

you quarrel about anything, refer it to Allah and the Messenger if you

believe in Allah and the Last Day; this is better and more suitable in the

(end. (4:59

B. Texts that reveal the obligation of swearing allegiance to the Imam and the
:obligation of recognizing the Imam of one’s age, such as the following traditions

مَامَإِ فْرِْعیَ  مَْلوَ  تَامَ  نْمَ 

.هًَّیِلهِاجَ هًتَیِم  تَامَ  هِِنامَزَ 

Whoever dies before

.recognizing the authority (i.e. Imam) of his time has died as non-Muslim

یِف سَْیَلوَ  تَامَ  نْمَ 

.هًَّیِلهِاجَ هًتَیِم  تَامَ  هٌعَْیَب  هِقُِنعُ 

Whoever dies without
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(paying homage (to an Imam) has died as a non-Muslim.(1

p: 156

.The references of these two traditions have been previously cited in this book - 1
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C. Texts that reveal the obligation of giving advisory opinion to the leaders of Muslims,
such as the previously mentioned tradition of the Holy Prophet (s) about the three

.things that must find no place in the heart of a true Muslim

Observation of Regulations and Standards [ 6]

Point

The sixth principle on which the political trend of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is founded is their
emphasis on Islamic regulations and standards in the process of building a virtuous
community and making political changes. Such regulations and standards can monitor

the features of change and the scope of its progress. The Holy Qur'an has
emphatically displayed a set of distinctive features and qualities of true perfection to

.be the criterion of preference among Muslims

First of all, belief in Almighty Allah and following true guidance are the basis of all
distinctive features that the Holy Qur'an shows, because unless there is belief in
Almighty Allah, one’s file is absolutely sealed, no matter how excellent his distinctive

:features are. Declaring this fact, the Holy Qur'an states

عُیرِسـَ هَُّللاوَ  هَُباسَحِ  هُاَّفوَفَ  هُدَْنعِ  هََّللا  دَجَوَوَ  ائًْیشـَ  هُدْجـِیَ  مَْل  هُءَاجَ  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  ءًامَ  نُآمَّْظلا  هُُبسـَحْیَ  هٍعَیقِِب  بٍارَسـَکَ  مْهُُلامَعْأَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 
بِاسَحِْلا

,As for those who disbelieve

their deeds are like a mirage in a desert, which the thirsty man deems to be

water. When he comes to it, he finds it to be naught, but he finds Allah is

.there to pay back to him his reckoning in full. Allah is quick in reckoning

(24:39)

:Let us now refer to a summary of these distinctive features

p: 157
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Piety and Abstinence from Violating Prohibitions of Allah ( 1)

The Holy Qur'an has highlighted the role of these two features in the process of
:change and also in discriminating and preferring one Muslim over another

مْکُاقَْتأَ هَِّللا  دَْنعِ  مْکُمَرَکْأَ  َّنإِ 

Surely, the most honorable

(of you with Allah is the most pious of you. (49:13

Knowledgeability ( 2)

Knowledgeability in this regard stands for the recognition of Almighty Allah and the
familiarity with the facts of this universe, religion, divine revelation, religious code of

.Islamic laws and the divinely ordained provisions

In the previous chapter of the cultural aspect of the virtuous community, we found
that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), through their school and followers, ensured a special interest
in knowledge of various types depending on the significance that the Holy Qur'an has

:given to it, as revealed in the following texts

؟ نَومُلَْعیَ اَل  نَیذَِّلاوَ  نَومُلَْعیَ  نَیذَِّلا  يوِتَسْیَ  لْهَ  لُْق 

Say: Are those who know

(and those who do not know alike? (39:9

تٍاجَرَدَ مَْلعِْلا  اوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  مْکُْنِم  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  عِفَرْیَ 

Allah will exalt those of

(you who believe, and those who are given knowledge, in high degrees. (58:11

Struggle, Self-Sacrifice, Exertion of Efforts, Spending and Charity for the Sake of Almighty ( 3)
Allah
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No human community can ever attain perfection and achieve its goal by any means

other than hardship, toil, distress, affliction, and sacrifice. Confirming this fact, the

p: 158
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:Holy Qur'an states

نَیذَِّلاوَ لُوسَُّرلا  لَوقُیَ  یَّتحـَ  اوُلزِْلزُوَ  ءُاَّرَّضلاوَ  ءُاسـَأْبَْلا  مُهُْتَّسمَ  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِْم  اوْلـَخَ  نَیذَِّلا  لُثـَمَ  مْکُِتأْیـَ  اَّمَلوَ  هََّنجَْلا  اوُلخُدْتـَ  نْأَ  مُْتْبسـِحَ  مْأَ 
بٌیرِقَ هَِّللا  رَصَْن  َّنإِ  اَلأَ  هَِّللا  رُصَْن  یتَمَ  هُعَمَ  اوُنمَآ 

Do you think that you would

enter Paradise while yet the state of those who have passed away before you

has not come upon you. Distress and affliction befell them and they were

,shaken violently so that the Messenger and those who believed with him said

.When will the help of Allah come?” Now, surely, the help of Allah is nigh“

(2:214)

The Holy Qur'an has also determined jihad (used in its common sense meaning the
exertion of all possible effort) to be one of the features that discriminates people
because it is a phenomenon capable of perennial practice with definite outcomes and

:purports

هًجَرَدَ نَیدِعِاقَْلا  یلَعَ  مْهِسِفُْنأَوَ  مْهِِلاوَْمأَِب  نَیدِهِاجَمُْلا  هَُّللا  لََّضفَ 

And Allah has preferred those who strive and fight by a

(great reward, above those who hold back. (4:95

Actual Freedom ( 4)

Actual freedom entails freewill and choice independent of inner pressures—such as
desires, inclinations, and lusts—and external pressures, such as fear of tyrannical
rulers, delusions, and myths. One who possesses this quality will definitely be free in

.choosing the correct path realized by one’s reason and knowledge

This genuine freedom embodies one of the features of individuals and societies due
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:to which a society is preferred over another

لَْب هَِّلِل  دُمـْحَْلا  نَووُتَسـْیَ  لْهَ  ارًهْجَوَ  ارسـِ  هُْنِم  قُفِْنُی  وَهُفَ  انًسـَحَ  اقًزْرِ  اَّنِم  هُانَْقزَرَ  نْمَوَ  ءٍیْشـَ  یلَعَ  رُدِْـقیَ  اَل  اکًوُلمْمَ  ادًْـبعَ  الـًثَمَ  هَُّللا  بَرَضَ 
نَومُلَْعیَ اَل  مْهُرُثَکْأَ 

Allah sets forth a

parable: consider a slave, the property of another, who has no power over

anything and one whom We have granted from Ourselves a goodly sustenance such

tha he spends from it secretly and openly. Are the two alike? All praise is

(due to Allah! Nay, most of them do not know. (16:75

p: 159
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Comprehension of peoples’ equality and justice ( 5)

Another distinctive feature by which one is preferred to another is having the belief
that all people are equal and treating them all with justice and fairness because they
are from the same origin and are equal in rights, duties and responsibilities, without
any discrimination on the basis of sex, color, blood, lineage or kinship. Privileges that
are granted are according to one’s deeds, hard work and deference. In the previously

.cited point, we referred to the Holy Qur'an’s criterion of preference, piety

The aforesaid features compose the philosophy advocated by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in
the process of social change as well as the criterion of its actual progress and
development. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) also followed a fixed outline in their policy towards

.human society and in their endeavors to construct a virtuous community

Advancement in physical sciences and civil advancement in the essential means of
life, including the means that facilitate life styles, are also important according to the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). However, it is necessary to pursue advancement only if it contributes
to the achievement of these criteria or has some bearing on it. Sometimes,
advancement becomes contingent upon and owes its existence and development to

.these criteria

p: 160

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 700 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Volume 4: The Security System of the Virtuous Community

Book ID

,In the Name of Allah

the All-beneficent, the All-merciful

ج 4 هحلاصلا /  هعامجلا  ءانب  یف  ع )  ) تیبلا لهأ  رود  باتک : مان 

میکحلا رقاب  دمحم  دیس  هللا  هیآ  هدنسیون :

ع)  ) تیب لها  یناهج  عمجم  شهوژپ  لک  هرادا  همجرت ، هرادا  هدننک : هیهت 

نیهاش ردب  مجرتم :

یسیلگنا همجرت : نابز 

Title: The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community, Book Four:
The Security System of the Virtuous Community

Author: Āyatullāh Sayyid Muḥammad Bāqir Al-ḥakim

Project supervisor: Translation Unit, Cultural Affairs Department Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World

(Assembly (ABWA

Translator: Badr Shahin

Editor: Iffat Shah and Carol Ahmadi

Revised by: Ashraf Carl Eastman Ahmadi

Publisher: ABWA Publishing and Printing Center

First Printing: 2011

Printed by: Mojab

Copies: 5000

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 701 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:ISBN

(Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) World Assembly (ABWA© 

.All rights reserved

www.ahl-ul-bayt.org

info@ahl-ul-bayt.org

p: 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 702 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


: یلاعت هللا  لاق 

 ﴾ ارًیهِطْتَ مْکُرَِّهطَُیوَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  سَجِّْرلا  مْکُْنعَ  بَهِذُْیِل  هَُّللا  دُیرُِی  امََّنإِ  ﴿

Indeed Allah desires to repel all impurity from you, O People of the Household, and
(. purify you with a thorough purification. (Sūrat al-Aḥzāb 33:33

Prophetic traditions mentioned in both in Sunni and Shi‘ah authoritative reference
books of ḥadith and tafsir (exegesis of the Qur’an) have confirmed that this holy verse
was revealed to exclusively refer to the People of the Cloak [ahl al-kisā’], viz.
Muḥammad, ‘Ali, Fāṭimah, al-Ḥasan, and al-Ḥusayn (‘a) as the Ahl al-Bayt (People of

(. the Household

:For instance, refer to the following references

Sunni

Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal (d. 241 AH), al-Musnad, 1:231; 4:107; 6:292, 304; Ṣaḥiḥ Muslim (d. 261
AH), 7:130; Al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 AH), Sunan, 5:361 et al.; Al-Dūlābi (d. 310 AH), Al-Dhuriyyah
al-Ṭāhirah al-Nabawiyyah, p. 108; Al-Nasā’i (d. 303 AH), Al-Sunan al-Kubrā’, 5:108; 113;
Al-Ḥakim al-Nayshābūri (d. 405 AH), Al-Mustadrak ‘ala’ ṣ-Ṣahiḥāyn, 2:416, 3:133, 146-147;
Al-Zarkashi (d. 794 AH), Al-Burhān, p. 197; Ibn Hājar al-Asqalāni (d. 852 AH), Fatḥ al-Bari

.Sharḥ Ṣaḥiḥ al-Bukhāri, 7:104

Shi‘ah

Al-Kulayni (d. 328 AH), Uṣūl al-Kāfi, 1:287; Ibn Babawayh (d. 329 AH), Al-Imāmah wa’ t-
Tabṣirah, p. 47, ḥadith 29; Al-Maghribi (d. 363 AH), Da’ā’im al-Islām, pp. 35, 37; Al-Ṣādūq

.(d. 381 AH), Al-Khiṣāl, pp. 403, 550; Al-Ṭūsi (d. 460 AH), Al-Amali, ḥadith 438, 482, 783

For more details, refer to the exegesis of the holy verse recorded in the following
books of tafsir: Al-Jassās (d. 370 AH), Aḥkām al-Qur’ān; Al-Wāḥidi (d. 468 AH), Asbāb al-
Nuzūl; Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 AH), Zād al-Masir; Al-Qurṭubi (d. 671 AH), Al-Jāmi‘ Li-Aḥkām
al-Qur’ān; Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH), Tafsir; Al-Tha‘labi (d. 825 AH), Tafsir; Al-Ṭabari (d. 875
AH), Tafsir; Al-Suyūṭi (d. 911 AH), Al-Durr al-Manthūr; Al-Shawkāni (d. 1250 AH), Fatḥ al-
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Qadir; Al-‘Ayyāshi (d. 320 AH), Tafsir; Al-Qummi (d. 329 AH), Tafsir; Furt al-Kūfi (d. 352
AH), Tafsir at the margin of the exegesis of Sūrat al-Nisā’ verse 59; Al-Ṭabarsi (d. 560

.AH), Majma‘ al-Bayān, as well as many other sources
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 |: هللا لوسر  لاق 

َّیلعَ ادری  یّتح  اقرِتفیَ  نَل  امهَُّنأَو  اًدـبأ  اولـضت  نل  اـمهب  مُتکـسمت  نإ  اـم  یتیب ، لَـهأ  یترتعو  هللا ، باـتک  نیلقثَلا : مُکُیف  كراـت  ینإ  "

" ضَوحلا

:The Messenger of Allah (ṣ) said

Verily, I am leaving among you two precious things [thaqalayn]: The Book of Allah and“
my progeny [‘itrati], the members of my Household [Ahl al-Bayt]. If you hold fast to
them, you shall never go astray. These two will never separate from each other until

(.” they meet me at the Pond [ḥawḍ] (of Kawthar

:Some references

q AlḤākim anNayshābūri, AlMustadrak ‘alā’ṣ-Ṣaḥiḥayn (Beirut), vol. 3, pp. 109-110, 148,
533

q Muslim, Aṣ-Ṣaḥiḥ, (English translation), book 31, hadiths 5920-3

q AtTirmidhi, Aṣ-Ṣaḥiḥ, vol. 5, pp. 621-2, hadiths 3786, 3788; vol. 2, p. 219

q An-Nasā’i, Khaṣā’iṣ ‘Ali ibn Abi Ṭālib, hadith 79

q Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal, Al-Musnad, vol. 3, pp. 14, 17, 26; vol. 3, pp. 26, 59; vol. 4, p. 371; vol. 5,
pp. 181-182, 189-190

q Ibn al‘Athir, Jāmi‘ alUṣūl, vol. 1, p. 277

q Ibn Kathir, AlBidāyah wa’nNihāyah, vol. 5, p. 209

q Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’ān al-‘Aẓim, vol. 6, p. 199

Naṣir ad-Din al-Albani, Silsilāt al-Aḥādith aṣ-Ṣaḥiḥah (Kuwait: Ad-Dār aṣ-Ṣalāfiyyah),
vol. 4, pp. 355-358
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Chapter One: General Measures of the Security System

Chapter Two: Policies of General Security
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This discussion regarding the security system of the virtuous community consists of a
prelude and two chapters. The prelude discusses the significance and necessity of
security in building the virtuous community. Chapter 1 examines the general features
that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) instituted to operate this security system. Chapter 2 looks at
the general policies that the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) followed to maintain

.the security system

p: 11
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Prelude

Point

There are many reasons the security system of the virtuous community was paid
special importance by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in their program of building a virtuous

:community. Some of these reasons are examined in the following discussion

Political Foundations and Conditions

The first reason was related to the political and social conditions faced by the
individuals of the virtuous community. To explain, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their
followers had to encounter harsh political and social conditions under which they were
exposed to death penalties, banishment, pursuit, persecution, interrogation about
their doctrines to ascertain their political tendencies, and false accusations of

.atheism, apostasy, skepticism, heresy, and fragmentation of Islamic unity

:The reasons for such harsh conditions can be summarized in the following points

A. Most political regimes in the Muslim world have practiced political terrorism and
persecution to defend their authority because of discrepancy in doctrines, political
views and sectarian rituals. In most cases, the political states that have ruled Muslims

have not allowed doctrinal, intellectual, sectarian or political pluralism except during

p: 13
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(the periods of the Holy Prophet and Imam `Ali—peace be upon them.(1

B. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers faced difficult and painful political situations
due to the fact that they, i.e. the virtuous community, took upon themselves the
general responsibility of defending Islam and its true doctrine and resisting any
attempt at misrepresentation and consequent deviation of the Muslim nation. In
addition, they exclusively undertook the responsibility of resisting the injustice,
persecution and tyranny of the ruling authorities towards Muslim communities as well

.as external dangers that threatened the nation

This political stand of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers was doubtless the main

reason for their persecution. However, the matter did not stop at this, and
persecution extended to include even opposition to specific doctrines and rituals. The
conflict therefore took a religious and sectarian form because the rulers saw these
doctrines and rituals as positive evidence that verified political identity and affiliation
to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). Therefore, the actual stimulus of the persecution was political
identity and loyalty to the religious personality representing the original truth.
Sectarian discrepancies would naturally point to political identity; therefore, this
identity became the impetus of accusations, persecution and pursuit because the
political loyalty of the public was intermixed with their daily religious affairs. Moreover,

religious issues and

p: 14

I have discussed this topic in my book entitled ‘al-wihdah al-islamiyyah min - - 1
manzur al-thaqalayn (Islamic Unity from the Perspective of the Two Weighty Things
—i.e. the Holy Qur'an and the Ahl al-Bayt)’, pp. 162-186 and in an independent lecture,

.to which I have referred in Book III, Chapter: Political Trends
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trends were actually political issues because society, in its entire detail, was based on
.religion and loyalty to one sect or another

Consequently, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers suffered harsh ordeals
regarding the practice of their rituals and acts of worship and their ways of
expressing their beliefs, not because they disagreed with the ruling authorities and
other Muslims in their beliefs, but because these rituals indicated their political identity
—an identity that was rejected by the rulers who wanted to justify their actions
before the public. Of course, the rulers knew that their justifications would not be
acceptable to the public unless they were concealed under the garb of religion and
sacredness. Nevertheless, in most cases opposition to the ruling authorities, rejection
of injustice and oppression and love and loyally towards the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) were not
acceptable justifications, because such matters were familiar and generally accepted
by Muslims. A problem that existed though was that most Muslims did not have
sufficient courage and ethical commitment to oppose and reject the practices of the

(. ruling authorities and declare loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

In any case, an important point is that the justifications upon which the ruling
authorities depended were false accusations against the true religious creed of

(Islam.(1

p: 15

An analytical view of this socio-political phenomenon clearly demonstrates the - - 1
difference between the cruelty that the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) suffered
because of some beliefs that were in disagreement with other sects and the harm
suffered by the followers of some sects at the hands of other sects—despite the fact
that the disagreements of the these sects with one another were not fewer, and were
perhaps more, than the doctrinal or jurisprudential disagreements between these
sects and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) school and its followers. Nevertheless, harsh persecution
between the other sects and the ruling authorities did not exist in the same way nor
continue for such a long period; however, persecution against the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and
their followers never stoped at all. Undoubtedly, the actual reason for such
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persecution was the political identity of the Ahl al-Bayt’s followers and their protest
against injustice and tyranny. Such being the case, doctrinal practices identified the
individuals who supported this political protest. As a result, doctrinal commitments

and denominational practice of rituals received the same harsh treatment even
among other Muslim sects when they signified affiliation to a political trend opposing
the ruling authorities, such as the conflict that took place between the Mu`tazilah and
the Ash`ariyyah, or the conflicts between certain Muslim (Sunni) sects in some ages,
or the present-day opposition to the Islamic veil (hijab) and other Islamic

commitments that indicate the political identity of those loyal to them. The sectarian
political condition could be deeply implanted and firmly established in the milieus of
the Muslim nation and enjoy a firm social albeit non-political identity in spite of being
the target of the ruling authorities’ persecution. This is accelerated because of malice,
unfounded fanaticism as well as intellectual and social retardation of the nation, as
seen between other Muslim sects in some periods of the history of Islam, however,
among the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers this was seen throughout history
because they (i.e. the Ahl al-Bayt and their followers) were distinctively characterized

.by a firmly-rooted identity, faith and steadfastness in political situations
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C. All through the history of Islam, Muslim society witnessed political and religious
uprisings and anarchy, with side effects injuring the virtuous community and followers
of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). Although they were not associated with these opposing groups,

the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers, who rejected anarchy in the

p: 16
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community, tasted the blazing fire and suffered the consequences and negative
effects of these uprisings because of malicious information, devious personal goals,
or confusion in analysis due to the fact that most of these revolutions and uprisings
raised mottos similar to those of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers, attracted

large numbers of

followers and moved in the milieus of those who were politically classified as acting
(. loyally towards or belonging to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

These harsh conditions forced the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) to follow a policy
and plan a system that would assure the security of the virtuous community and to
opt for the most appropriate, yet perhaps undesireable(1), measures to protect the

.community from persecution, exile and even annihilation

Requirements of Religious Law

The second reason special importance was paid to the security system of the virtuous
community was related to the inevitable outcome of conformity to true religious laws
by the virtuous community which necessitated existence as a financially independent
entity in order to achieve its perfection through familiarity with the accurate religious
laws and in order that authorities could perform their duties, including arbitration
between disputing parties of the community and execution of authority of
administration over private or communal properties that did not have a particular
custodian. This developed from the doctrinal, political, and practical multidimensional

acquaintance of

p: 17

Such as the measures adopted by Imam hasan (‘a) when he concluded a truce - - 1
with Mu`awiyah in order to maintain the existence and survival of the virtuous

.community
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the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) with the deviation and tyranny of the ruling authorities of the
Islamic state, their inescapability from fulfilling their undertakings and their pledge to
defend the general political entity of Islam and maintain the unity of the Muslim

.nation

Naturally, such a political and social situation necessitated exactitude to contend with
its intricacy and a special security system that would lead to perfection of the virtuous
community, assist its activities and grant it flexibility in motion and adaptation with the

.surrounding circumstances

Suppression of Destructive Efforts

The third reason special importance was paid to the security system of the virtuous
community was to protect the virtuous community from individuals surreptitiously
entering the community to damage, defame, or achieve futile personal benefits at the
expense of common interests of the community, such as by use of siege and house
arrest—under which the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) lived in the later ages—
virtually imprisoning leaders and religious scholars of the virtuous community in their

.homes during various periods of tyrannical rule

If we take a look at the goals of the security system of the virtuous community

carefully, we discover that this system is not restricted to protecting the community

against external persecution or achieving flexibility in activities; rather, it includes
opposing the movements of the ghulat (extremists) and the opportunists who falsely
claimed Shi`ism in order to attain personal interests. In the coming chapter, we will

.discuss these facts in more detail

p: 18
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CHAPTER ONE: GENERAL Measures OF THE SECURITY SYSTEM

Point

The general measures of the security system of the virtuous community can be
:summed up in the following four points

Taqiyyah . 1

Concealment of Secrets . 2

Presence in the Ruling System . 3

Immigration . 4

p: 19
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Taqiyyah

Fields of Discussions of Taqiyyah

Taqiyyah(1) was of special importance to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). Numerous hadiths and
narrations, many of which have been uninterruptedly and authentically reported,
have cited taqiyyah as their subject matter, discussed it from various angles, and
dealt with all its diverse aspects. As a matter of fact, taqiyyah is the most important

measure of the security system and covers all other measures. The following are
:important aspects of taqiyyah

Its place in Islamic doctrine and evidence quoted from the Holy Qur'an and Sunnah · 
.to prove its validity

The significance of taqiyyah in religion including commitments and covenants to · 
:Almighty Allah. In this respect, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are reported to have said

هَُّیقَِّتلا

.یِئاَبآ نُیدِوَ  یِنیدِ 

Taqiyyah is my

.religion and the religion of my fathers

نْمَ

.هَُل نَیدِ  هَُل لاَ  هََّیقِتَ  لاَ 

Faithless is he who does

.not practice taqiyyah

امَ

.هَِّیقَِّتلا نَِم  لَضَْفأَ  ءٍیْشَِب  اللهُا  دَِبعُ 

Almighty Allah has never
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(. been worshipped through a matter more appreciated by Him than (taqiyyah

p: 21

Taqiyyah (self-protection) is the practice of concealing one’s belief and foregoing - - 1
ordinary religious duties when under the threat of death or injury to oneself or ones

.brethren-in-faith
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The religious laws and duties appertaining to taqiyyah and cases where it is · 
obligatory (wajib), recommended (mustahabb), or prohibited (haram); the limits of
taqiyyah; and its religious consequences. This aspect is also related to the

.jurisprudential area of taqiyyah

The aspects of taqiyyah related to political and social security which will be our main · 
(concern in this discussion.(1

Taqiyyah has wide-ranging significance if understood on the strength of traditions. In
addition to abidance by the jurisprudential issues of one’s own sect while going
through the motions of another, taqiyyah includes concealment of secrets in political,
social, and cultural activities. It also implies showing courtesy and civility in association
with others.(2) However, in this discussion, I will concentrate on the first meaning;

namely, concealment of beliefs and some jurisprudential duties while pretending
.belief in an opposing doctrine to evade persecution, harm, and loss

When the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers faced persecution by the ruling
authorities because of their doctrinal and sectarian commitments, the practice of

taqiyyah was established by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) based on

p: 22

The first and second points will be discussed in detail in one of the future volumes - - 1
of this series. The third point is a jurisprudential thesis that has been discussed

.elsewhere by jurisprudents
These meanings have been discussed in my book entitled, ‘al-wihdah al- - - 2
islamiyyah min manzur al-thaqalayn (Islamic Unity from the Perspective of the Two

((.’ Weighty Things—i.e. the Holy Qur'an and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a
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the principle of permission to avoid harassment. This permission has been originally
:granted by Almighty Allah in the Holy Qur'an which reads

مُکُرُِّذحـَُیوَ هًاقَُت  مْهُْنِم  اوقَُّتتَ  نْأَ  اَّلإِ  ءٍیْشـَ  یِف  هَِّللا  نَِم  سَْیلَفَ  کَِلذَ  لْعَْفیَ  نْمَوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  نِودُ  نِْم  ءَایَِلوْأَ  نَیرِِفاکـَْلا  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا  ذِخـَِّتیَ  اَـل 
رُیصِمَْلا هَِّللا  یَلإِوَ  هُسَْفَن  هَُّللا 

Let not the believers take

for friends or helpers unbelievers rather than believers—if any do that, in

nothing will there be help from Allah—except by way of precaution that ye may

guard yourselves from them; however, Allah cautions you to remember Him, for

(the final goal is to Allah. (3:28

بٌاذَعَ مْهَُلوَ  هَِّللا  نَِم  بٌضَغَ  مْهِْیلَعَفَ  ارًدْصـَ  رِْفکُْلاِب  حَرَشـَ  نْمَ  نْکَِلوَ  نِامَیإِْلاِب  ٌّنِئمَطُْم  هُُبْلقَوَ  هَرِکْأُ  نْمَ  اَّلإِ  هِِنامَیإِ  دِْـعَب  نِْم  هَِّللاِب  رَفَکَ  نْمَ 
مٌیظِعَ

Any one who, after

accepting faith in Allah, utters unbelief—except under compulsion, his heart

remaining firm in faith; but whoso opens their breast to unbelief, on them is

(wrath from Allah, and theirs will be a dreadful penalty. (16:106

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) directed their followers to practice taqiyyah, as one of the
important religious duties connected with faith, religion, and seeking nearness to
Almighty Allah. They also emphasized this because they wanted to guarantee
protection of the virtuous community, maintenance of its security, concord and
capability of carrying out its functions as explained in the following narration of

:`Abdullah ibn Abi-Ya`fur who reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have said

p: 23
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هُوُیحْأَوَ مْکُِنیدِ ، یلَعَ  اوقَُّتإ 

امََّنإِ .هَُل  هََّیقِتَ  نْمَِل لاَ  نَامَیإِ  هَُّنإِفَ لاَ  .هَِّیقَِّتلاِب 

رَْیَّطلا َّنأَ  وَْلوَ  رِْیَّطلا ، یِف  لِحَّْنلاکَ  سِاَّنلا  یِف  مُْتْنأَ 

.هُْتلَکَأَ َّلاإِ  ءٌیْشَ  اهَْنِم  یَقَِب  امَ  لِحَّْنلا  فِاوَجْأَ  یِف  امَ  مُلَْعیَ 

نَوُّبحُِت مْکَُّنأَ  مْکُِفاوَجْأَ  یِف  امَ  اومُِلعَ  سَاَّنلا  َّنأَ  وَْلوَ 

ِّرَّسلاِب مْکُوُلحَنََلوَ  مْهِِتنَسِْلأَِب ، مْکُوُلکَلأَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ 

.انَِتیَلاَوِ یلَعَ  نَاکَ  مْکُْنِم  اًدْبعَ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ  .هِیَِنلاَعَْلاوَ 

Fear

,for your religion! Keep it alive by means of pious dissimulation. Verily

faithless is he who does not practice taqiyyah. Among people, you

i.e. the Shi`ah) are just like bees among birds. Had birds known what there)

,is in the abdomens of bees, they would have eaten them completely. Likewise

had people known what you carry in your hearts concerning your love for

us—the Ahl al-Bayt—they would have eaten you with their tongues and disgraced

you overtly and covertly. May Allah have mercy upon a servant from you who

(abides by (the terms of) loyalty to us.(1

p: 24

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:461, S. 24 (wujub al-taqiyyah), H. 7 as quoted - - 1
from Shaykh al-Kulayni’s al-Kafi. All Muslims and all rational people conform to this
social and political behavior, yet generally, but some Muslim sects try to provide
reasoning for this behavior even to the extent of forging and attributing falsities to the
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Holy Prophet (s) for making peace, acquiescing, and complying with unjust rulers, thus
changing this policy into a fixed mode instead of an exception to be used in
emergency. Nevertheless, this strategy was affixed to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) because in
their times they were continually exposed to persecution. They proclaimed that this
approach of keeping silent should be used only when necessary, not as a daily
activity, and that taqiyyah is a strategy with restricted features. Further, yet general,

.details will be cited in future discussions
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?Why Taqiyyah

Point

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) adopted taqiyyah from among a number of major choices in the
struggle against persecution, terrorism and even annihilation that was practiced on

:certain occasions against them and their partisans. These options were

Seclusion from society . 1

One option that the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) had was to order their followers
to isolate themselves from Muslim society, retire or flee with their family members to
remote regions where the ruling authorities could not reach them, such as mountains,
caves, and jungles. If they did so, they would be able to practice their rituals as
completely as required and openly voice their beliefs that opposed the beliefs of

(others in both details and particularities.(1

p: 25

In fact, there is no discrepancy between the Ahl al-Bayt’s followers and other - - 1
Muslims in the basic doctrinal issues; rather, differences may be found in some

secondary issues. However, the major difference is in the issue of the leadership of
the Muslim society and the succession to the Holy Prophet (s). The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and
their followers believe that this position of leadership must be held by those who have
been designated for it through sacred texts of Almighty Allah and His Prophet (s). In
this respect, the Holy Prophet (s) designated Imam `Ali and the eleven Imams (‘a)
from his offspring as the divinely commissioned leaders of Muslims. Others believe
that the Holy Prophet (s) left the issue of subsequent leadership unsolved and
relegated it to the Muslims so that they could put whomever they liked in this position
and choose whomever they wished without reference to the religious code of law, or
that the code of law has defined consultation to be the judge in this question.
However, even if the latter were true in this case, true consultation was in fact not
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used by the Muslims to determine leadership. One method of consultation was used
to determine the caliphate (i.e. leadership) of Abu-Bakr, another method for the

(. caliphate of `Uthman, and a third in choosing Imam `Ali (‘a
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Naturally, if they lived in seclusion away from the sight of people and the domination

of the ruling authorities, they would be able to achieve this—a matter that was
.originated and carried out by Christian monasticism

:Regarding the following verse of the Holy Qur'an

اهَوعُدَتَْبا هًَّیِنابَهْرَوَ  هًمَحْرَوَ  هًفَْأرَ  هُوعُبََّتا  نَیذَِّلا  بِوُلُق  یِف  انَْلعَجَوَ  لَیجِْنإِْلا  هُانَْیتَآوَ  مَیَرْمَ  نِْبا  یسـَیعِِب  انَْیَّفقَوَ  انَِلسـُرُِب  مْهِرِاَثآ  یلَعَ  انَْیَّفقَ  َّمُث 
نَوقُسِافَ مْهُْنِم  رٌیِثکَوَ  مْهُرَجْأَ  مْهُْنِم  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  انَْیتَآفَ  اهَِتیَاعَرِ  َّقحَ  اهَوْعَرَ  امَفَ  هَِّللا  نِاوَضْرِ  ءَاغَِتْبا  اَّلإِ  مْهِْیلَعَ  اهَانَْبتَکَ  امَ 

Then We followed them up

,with (others of) Our messengers: We sent following in their footsteps Jesus

the son of Mary, and bestowed on him the Gospel; and We ordained in the

hearts of those who followed him compassion and mercy. But the Monasticism

which they invented for themselves We did not prescribe for them: (We

commanded) only the seeking for the Good Pleasure of Allah; but they did not

foster it as they should have done. Yet We bestowed, on those among them who

.believed their (due) reward, but many of them are rebellious transgressors

(57:27)

Some exegetes of the Holy Qur'an have recorded that `Abdullah ibn Mas`ud reported
:the following

p: 26
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یلَعَ هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لِوسُرَ  فَیدِرَ  تُْنکُ 

تَْثدَحْأَ نَْیأَ  نِْم  يرِدْتَ  لْهَ  دٍْبعَ ، ِّمأُ  نَْب  ایَ  لَاقَفَ : رٍامَحِ ،

.مُلَعْأَ هُُلوسُرَوَ  اللهُا  تُْلقُفَ : هََّیِنابَهَّْرلا ؟ لَیِئارَسْإِ  وُنَب 

نَوُلمَْعیَ یسَیعِ ، دَْعَب  هُرَِبابَجَْلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  تْرَهَظَ  لَاقَفَ :

لُهْأَ مَزِهُفَ  مْهُوُلتَاقَفَ ، نِامَیلإِا  لُهْأَ  بَضِغَفَ  اللهِا ، یصِاعَمَِب 

، لُیِلقَْلا َّلاإِ  مْهُْنِم  قَْبیَ  مْلَفَ  تٍاَّرمَ ، ثَلاََث  نِامَیلإِا 

نِیِّدلِل قَْبیَ  مَْلوَ  اَنوْنَْفأَ  ءِلاَؤُهَِل  اَنرْهَظَ  نْإِ  اوُلاقَفَ :

نْأَ یَلإَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  قَّْرفَتََن  اوَْلاعَتَفَ  هِْیَلإ ، وعُدْیَ  دٌحَأَ 

اًدَّمحَُم نَوُنْعیَ   ) یسَیعِ هِِب  اَندَعَوَ  يذَِّلا  َّیِبَّنلا  اللهُا  ثَعَْبیَ 

لِابَجِْلا نِارَیغِ  یِف  اوُقَّرفَتَفَ  هِِلآوَ .) هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

مْهُْنِموَ هِِنیدِِب  کََّسمَتَ  نْمَ  مْهُْنمِفَ  هًَّیِنابَهْرَ ، اوُثدَحْأَوَ 

{ مْهِْیلَعَ اهَانَْبتَکَ  امَ  اهَوعُدَتَْبا  هًَّیِنابَهْرَ  : } هَیَلآا هِذِهَ  لاَتَ  َّمُث  .رَفَکَ  نْمَ 

I rode behind Allah’s Messenger (s) on a donkey and he said to me, “Son of

Ummu-`Abd, do you know the source of monasticism that the children of Israel
?” originated

Allah and His Messenger (s) know best,” I answered. The Holy Prophet (s) then“

said, “Overpowered by the tyrannical people who committed acts of

disobedience to Almighty Allah after Jesus (‘a), the faithful believers among

the children of Israel were angered by such acts and fought against these

tyrants. However, the faithful believers were defeated three times and none
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of them survived except for a few of them. So, they thought that if they were

to stand against these tyrants once more, the tyrants would exterminate them

and none would survive to propagate the religion, so they suggested that they

should spread out in the lands until Almighty Allah would send the Prophet that

Jesus had promised (i.e. Muhammad—peace be upon him and his Household). They
fled

to the caves of mountains and invented monasticism. However, some of these
adhered

to the original religion while others apostatized.” The Holy Prophet (s) then

recited this holy verse: “But the monasticism which they invented for

(themselves, We did not prescribe for them…”(1

p: 27

Shaykh al-Tabrisi, Majma` al-Bayan 9:243. Al-Suyuti, in al-Durr al-Manthur 6:177, - - 1
has reported the same, yet with more details and partial difference in the purport. He

.then mentions other narrations confirming the same meaning
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The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) did not accept this option for their Shi`ah and followers for many

:reasons, some of which are as follows

This option is not feasible under all circumstances; in fact, it is out of the question in · 
.many cases as the followers would face a dead end and be annihilated in any case

This option could expose the virtuous community to deviation and straying from the · 
right path when the period of isolation is extended, because long periods of isolation
and remoteness from the sources of true guidance and knowledge open wide the
door for personal inferences, inclination to individual views and resorting to heresies

(as in Christianity.(1

p: 28

Ibn `Abbas is reported to have said the following: After Prophet Jesus (‘a), kings - - 1
distorted the Torah and the Gospel, but a few faithful believers remained among the
public reciting the Torah and the Gospel exactly as they were revealed, so some

talebearers said to the king, “The most difficult thing that we can ever bear is the
insults that we receive from these people (i.e. the faithful believers). They recite the
following before us: ‘If any fail to judge by the light of what God has revealed, they
are no better than unbelievers.’ They recite such verses and refer to us as those
intended by them. Therefore, summon them and ask them to recite these verses the
same way we do and believe the same way we do.” The king summoned these faithful
believers, gathered them in one place, and ordered them to choose one of two
options: either to be killed or to stop reciting the original Torah and Gospel but rather
the sections that had been distorted. Some of the faithful believers, however, asked
the other party to leave them alone and made some suggestions. Some of them
suggested, “You may build up a tower, put us there, and give us nothing more than
food and drink. We will then stop arguing with you.” Others suggested, “Let us wander
in the lands and live just like beasts, and if you find us on your lands, then you may kill
us.” Others suggested, “Set up houses for us in the deserts and we will dig wells, plow
lands, and plant herbs, and we will neither argue with you nor pass by you.” Each of
those who made suggestions had a close friend with him. About this situation,

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 736 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_28_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Almighty Allah has revealed the following: “But the Monasticism which they invented
for themselves, We did not prescribe for them: (We commanded) only the seeking for
the Good Pleasure of Allah, but that they did not foster as they should have done.”
When Almighty Allah sent Prophet Muhammad (s), only a few of such people still
survived. One came out of his hermitage, another returned from wandering, a third
left his home, and they all believed in and gave credence to the Holy Prophet (s).
Referring to this, the Holy Qur'an says, “O you who believe! Be careful of (your duty to)
Allah and believe in His Messenger: He will give you two portions of His mercy, and
make for you a light with which you will walk, and forgive you, and Allah is Forgiving,
Merciful.” (57:28) These two portions of His mercy are given to them because they
believed in Jesus (‘a), gave credence to the Torah and the Gospel, and then believed
and gave credence to the Holy Prophet (s). The light with which they walk is the Holy
Qur'an and their adherence to the Holy Prophet (s). Then, the Holy Qur'an says, “So
that the followers of the Book may know that they do not control aught of the grace of
Allah, and that grace is in Allah's hand, He gives it to whom He pleases; and Allah is the

(Lord of mighty grace. ” (57:29) (See Tafsir al-Tabari 27:138, Ed. Beirut
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In the field of social relations, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) had already established the policy · 
of mutual association, coexistence, and accord with other Muslims in general, and

those not known for fanaticism and animosity

p: 29
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against the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), in particular. This is because the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) knew that
their followers would be in need of other people—as has been previously discussed—
and, therefore, to abide by the option of seclusion would be contradictory to this
policy and squander its objective, because such isolation would inevitably leave the
virtuous community besieged, suppressed, and deprived of all collective religious,

.social and cultural services available in society

The virtuous community is required to ensure the safety of the Islamic entity and the · 
Muslim nation. They would not be able to fulfill these responsibilities except by
coexisting with other Muslims and being present in their gatherings. They would only
be able to play this important leading role and make an impact on the common

conditions of Muslims by presenting themselves as good examples for emulation,
enlightening others and demonstrating responsible and difficult positions of

.steadfastness

In the field of social relations, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) had already established the policy · 
of mutual association, coexistence, and accord with other Muslims in general, and
those not known for fanaticism and animosity against the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), in particular.
This is because the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) knew that their followers would be in need of other
people—as has been previously discussed—and, therefore, to abide by the option of
seclusion would be contradictory to this policy and squander its objective, because
such isolation would inevitably leave the virtuous community besieged, suppressed,

.and deprived of all collective religious, social and cultural services available in society

The virtuous community is required to ensure the safety of the Islamic entity and the · 
Muslim nation. They would not be able to fulfill these responsibilities except by
coexisting with other Muslims and being present in their gatherings. They would only
be able to play this important leading role and make an impact on the common

conditions of Muslims by presenting themselves as good examples for emulation,
enlightening others and demonstrating responsible and difficult positions of

.steadfastness

For these reasons and many others, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) rejected the option of
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.isolation

Conflict and Clash . 2

The second option was that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) order their followers to proclaim their
beliefs, perform their devotional rituals openly among communities of other Muslims

and engage in direct conflict with other Muslims regarding secondary issues of Islamic

.life and primary issues like Imamate and Islamic rituals

If the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers proclaimed their beliefs and performed their
rituals openly, there would inescapably be social conflict because political and

p: 30
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spiritual conditions would bring about intellectual discrepancies on interpretations of
doctrines and transform jurisprudential issues into circles of conflict and clash. Hence,
excessive fanaticism on an opinion could reach a dangerous extent and might justify
the practice of persecution and become a common feature of the ruling class towards

(any sectarian affiliation that differed from them.(1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) obviously rejected this option and discommended practice of this
method (of stimulating clashes and provoking conflicts) by their followers because it
was inconsistent with the policy of coexistence with other Muslims and maintenance

of Islamic unity against the enemies of Islam. More importantly, this option could
potentially do more harm than good to the Shi`ah and followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)

.in particular and the Muslim community and nation in general

As for the dangers faced by the virtuous community, the option of direct clash could
bring about its extermination and eradicate the components of its social existence. As

a

p: 31

This was one phenomenon of the politically retarded communities. Europeans - - 1
passed through such retardation during the Medieval Ages because of clashes
between the Catholics and the Protestants. At some stages in history, the East also
passed through this phenomenon. However, Europeans are still practicing this
persecution today, in another form, such as ban of hijab (Islamic veil), banishing
refugees who practice their religious rituals, marking them with a political dye—a

matter unbearable for Europeans. Likewise, some governments in the Muslim world
are persecuting groups of people because they practice their religious rituals, both
the general ones and those that indicate their political trend, even where these rituals

.are not themselves political
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result, the role of this community in Islamic life would be nullified. A greater injury that
could inflict the virtuous community might be that the surviving individuals of this
community might be exposed to deviations in doctrine and behavior and turn into
either esotericists or extremists or abandon practicing their religious duties and

.rituals and adopt their personal inclinations and spiritual practices

Unfortunately, this fate was encountered by some deviating sects of Shi`ism because
they forsook the policy of coexistence with other Muslims and took up isolation or

.embraced open conflict which led them to deviation

Another danger might also be expected from adopting open conflict: the possibility of
renunciation of religious faith and abandonment of the sect because of weakness,
lack of steadfastness and devotion, or being caught between persecution, pursuit,
and terrorism on the one hand and worldly seduction by the ruling authorities on the

.other

As is generally understood from their traditions,(1) the Ahl

p: 32

Among these traditions is the previously mentioned one, which is reported by - - 1
`Abdullah ibn Ya`fur from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), as well as other traditions that have
described taqiyyah as “the protection of the faithful believer” and “the armor of the
faithful believer.” For instance, Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have
Is there anything more delightful to me than نِِمؤْمُْلا. هَُّنجُ  هََّیقَِّتلا  َّنإِ  هَِّیقَِّتلا ؟ نَِم  یِنْیعَِل  ُّرقَأَ  ءٍیْشَ  ُّيأَوَ  : said
taqiyyah? Verily, taqiyyah is the protection of the faithful believer. (See Al-hurr al-
`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:460, H. 4.) It has been authentically narrated that Imam

Taqiyyah is the armor of the faithful .نِِمؤْـــمـُْلا  سُرِْت  هَُّیقَِّتلا  : Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) has said
.هَُل هََّیقِتَ  نْمَِل لاَ  نَامَیإِ  ـَلا  . Taqiyyah is the shelter of the faithful believer .نِِمؤْمـُْلا  زُرْحِ  هَُّیقَِّتلا  . believer

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهَا  نُیدِیَفَ  انَِثیدِحَ  نِْم  ثُیدِحَْلا  هِْیَلإِ  عُقَیََل  دَْـبعَْلا  َّنإِ  . Faithless is he who does not practice taqiyyah
ایَْنُّدلا یِف  لاذُ  هَُل  نُوکُیَفَ  هُعُیذُِیفَ ، انَِثیدِحَ  نِْم  ثُیدِحَْلا  هِْیَلإِ  عُقَیََل  دَْبعَْلا  َّنإِوَ  .هِرَخِلآا  یِف  اًروُنوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  اًزّعِ  هَُل  نُوکُیَفَ  هُنَْیَبوَ ، هُنَْیَب  امَیِف  هِِب 

One of our discourses may fall in the hands of a servant (of Almighty هُْنِم. رَوُّنلا  کَِلذَ  اللهُا  عُزِْنیَوَ 
Allah) who consequently adopts it as a devotional act by which he worships Almighty
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Allah confidentially such that it grants him dignity in this worldly life and light in the
Hereafter. Another servant may receive one of our discourses, and he exposes it such
that it causes him humility in this worldly life and Almighty Allah divests him of the
light. (See Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:460, H. 6 as quoted from Shaykh al-

.( Kulayni’s Usul al-Kafi
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al-Bayt (‘a), having analyzed the political and social conditions, believed that open
conflict would cause the aforesaid injuries to the virtuous community. As a result, they

.rejected this option

The dangers of these two options have been also mentioned in traditions concerning
(the history of Christianity and the invention of monasticism.(1

p: 33

Abdullah ibn Mas`ud has reported the Holy Prophet (s) as saying, “Those who - - ` 1
were before us separated into seventy one sects; only three of them were redeemed

while all the others were exposed to perdition. One of these three sects faced the
kings and fought against them, following the true religion of Almighty Allah and the
faith of Jesus, son of Mary—peace be upon him. As a result, they were killed by the
kings. The other sect were too powerless to fight the kings, so they lived among their
peoples inviting them to the religion of Almighty Allah and the faith of Jesus, son of
Mary—peace be upon him. Consequently, the kings slew them and cut them up with
saws. The third sect were also too weak to face the kings or to live among their
peoples and invite them to the religion of Almighty Allah and the faith of Jesus, son of
Mary—peace be upon him. Therefore, they fled to the wilderness and mountains and
practiced monasticism therein. This is the interpretation of Almighty Allah’s saying:
“But the Monasticism which they invented for themselves, We did not prescribe for
them” means that they did not do it except to seek Almighty Allah’s pleasure. “But that
they did not foster it as they should have done” means that the next generations of
those monks did not continue the practice as it should have been performed. “So, We

gave to those of them who believed their reward.” These are those who believed in
and gave credence to me. “And most of them are transgressors.” The transgressors

(among them are those who denied me.” (See Tafsir al-Tabari 27:138-139, Ed. Beirut
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As for harm done to Muslims in general, the option of open conflict gives rise to
disorder, destabilization of Muslim society, and disunity. This weakens the general
entity of Islam, especially when the virtuous community can withstand and continue in
a state of equality in power. Such being the case, the external enemies of Islam and
the internal opportunists and interest-seekers will unquestionably make use of this
conflict at the expense of Islam. This result can be noticed in the conditions that
Muslims experienced in various ages of their history.((1)) Because of this and due to
their anticipation of these injuries, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) adopted positions of

responsibility towards maintaining the unity of Islam and

p: 34

Clashes between Muslim sects took place in many periods throughout history, - - 1
such as the clashes between the hamdanites and the Ayyubids in Syria, the Fatimids

and the Ayyubids in Egypt, the Umayyads and the `Alawids in the west of the Arab
.lands, and some Isma`ilis and `Abbasids in Iran
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.protecting the Muslim nation

Taqiyyah and forbearance . 3

The third option is to adopt taqiyyah (pious dissimulation) and to conceal the
secondary issues of one’s faith when such issues reveal ones political identity or
arouse harsh reactions under the circumstances of fanaticism and persecution and
also by performing the sectarian rituals in such a suitable form that upholds the
genuineness of these rituals and, at the same time, corresponds with the general
outlook of the Muslim nation so as to avoid persecution, terrorism or irritation due to

.an unjust or wrong interpretation of rituals and behavior

This was the option that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) preferred when facing the difficult
.circumstances that they and their followers had to encounter

Evidently, the adoption of taqiyyah was not on account of a psychological response to
pressures such as fear and cowardice or feelings of political and spiritual defeat. This
fact has been declared by Imam `Ali al-Hadi (‘a) in the famous ziyarah of al-Ghadir
when he explains the situation of Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) when
he kept silent on the usurpation of his right of leadership. As a matter of fact, the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) and their Shi`ah are the true people of self-sacrifice, struggle,
steadfastness and persistence, and they educated their followers on these lines and

,foretold the coming tribulations and ordeals.(1) In fact

p: 35

رِْقفَْلِل َّدعِتَسـْیَْلفَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  انـََّبحَأَ  نْمَ  : Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) is reported to have said - - 1
Whoever loves us must readily dress himself with poverty. (Nahj al-Balaghah, ِاًبابَْلج.
Even if a mountain loves me, it will definitely تَفَاـهـَتََل. لٌـبـَجَ  یِنَّبحَأَ  وَْـل  ( Aphorism No. 112
collapse. (Ibid, No. 112) Confirming this fact, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are reported to have

.stated that ordeals and tribulations increase man’s nearness to Almighty Allah
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they adopted this option on the strength of a clear objective attitude towards both
political life and social struggle and the consequences of the various options. They
adopted this option on the basis of their accurate evaluation of the common

advantages and disadvantages, the priorities of Islam that controlled social progress
and the principle of placing the most important before the less important of these
priorities. Thus, the option of taqiyyah has come to express the intellectual and
political line of action that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) practiced to protect the virtuous

.community and achieve the major goals of Islam

The following points are indications of this understanding of taqiyyah and adoption of
:this option

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) presented the principle of taqiyyah as the religion itself (“taqiyyah · 
is my religion and that of my fathers”), as the true faith (“faithless is he who does not

.practice taqiyyah”), and as light on the Day of Resurrection

Preventive measures and precautions against anticipated harm and danger are · 
naturally generated by human beings. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) warned their followers
against treating situations of precaution casually and encouraged them to adopt and
practice taqiyyah, threatening those who abandoned it with punishment in this world
and in the Hereafter, as well as many other instructions that are markedly cited in the

(traditions on taqiyyah.(1

p: 36

رَْیخَ لاَ  : For instance, Abu-Basir is reported to have heard Imam al-Baqir (‘a) saying - - 1
Worthless is he who does not hold taqiyyah. .اوُقرَسـَ  امَوَ  { � � � � : } فُسُوُی لَاقَ  دْقـََلوَ  .هَُل  هََّیقِتَ  نْمَ لاَ  یِف 
(Prophet) Joseph (‘a) said (to his brothers), “O caravan! You are most surely thieves.
(12:70)” In fact, they had not stolen anything (on that occasion). Dawud has reported
Even if I َاًقدِاص. تُْنکَُل  هِلاََّصلا  كِرِاتـَکَ  هَِّیقَِّتلا  كَرِاتـَ  َّنإِ  تُْلُق  وَْل  : Imam `Ali al-Hadi (‘a) as saying to him
say that the deserter of taqiyyah is the same as the deserter of (obligatory) prayer, I

.am surely honest. Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:466, H. 26
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The one and only acceptable interpretation of such warnings and encouragements is
:the following

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) educated their followers to reject injustice and persecution, be
persistent, steadfast and sacrificing for the sake of the truth, endure all kinds of
torture, ordeals, and pain for the sake of the principles of faith, and fulfill their
covenants and pledges. By doing this they faced serious difficulties in controlling the
actual implementation of these requirements, building the virtuous community and
undertaking the major responsibilities towards Islam as a political entity and nation.
As a result, they had to establish instruction on adherence to one’s faith, principles,
and spirituality that needed to run parallel to training in high moral and spiritual

.standards of self-sacrifice, limitless giving, and readiness for martyrdom

In the light of the above, taqiyyah is a security measure that guarantees protection of
the virtuous community against persecution. In addition, taqiyyah has another
educational, social and political significance that assures spiritual and psychological
equilibrium for the virtuous community in their treatment of various events and

circumstances and creates an

p: 37
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opportunity for the community to contribute to the process of self-construction and
.social change

Confirming this fact, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) did not restrict taqiyyah to only situations of
(danger and anticipated harm; in fact, it was far more comprehensive.(1

Limits of Taqiyyah

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) did not leave the authorization for taqiyyah without limits; rather,
they restricted it and set limits for it. The restrictions are that taqiyyah must not be
practiced when it injures other believers, causes bloodshed or exposes others to
dangers. In this respect, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) says, according to a valid (mu`tabar)

:tradition

امََّنإ

سَْیلَفَ مََّدلا  غَلََب  اذَإِفَ  .مَُّدلا  اهَِب  نَقَحُْیِل  هَُّیقَِّتلا  لَعِجُ 

.هًَّیقِتَ

Taqiyyah has been determined

in order to save blood from being shed. Hence, when the matter reaches bloodshed,
(taqiyyah becomes null.(2

Likewise, taqiyyah is not acceptable in situations when its practice leads to being lax in
supporting Islam and Muslims and when it violates the regulations and laws of striving
for Almighty Allah’s sake (jihad fi sabilillah). On such occasions, taqiyyah becomes

.unlawful and unjustifiable

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

َّلاإِ ضُرْلأَا  قَْبتَ  مَْل 

لاَفَ مََّدلا  هَُّیقَِّتلا  تِغَلََب  اذَإِفَ  مٌِلاعَ ، اَّنِم  اهَیِفوَ 

لاَ مُْتْلُق : اَنورُصُْنتَِل  مُْتیعِدُ  وَْل  اللهِا ، مُْیأَوَ  .هََّیقِتَ 
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نِْم مْکُْیَلإِ  َّبحَأَ  هَُّیقَِّتلا  تَِناکََلوَ  یقَِّتَن ! امََّنإِ  لُعَْفَن ،

یَلإِ جَاتَحْإ  امَ  مُِئاقَْلا  مَاقَ  دْقَ  وَْلوَ  مْکُِتاهََّمأُوَ ، مْکُِئاَبآ 

لِهْأَ نِْم  مْکُْنِم  رٍیِثکَ  یِف  مَاقَلأَوَ  کَِلذَ ، نْعَ  مْکُِتَلءَاسَُم 

.اللهِا َّدحَ  قِافَِّنلا 

The earth will not exist unless there is a knowledgeable

one from us (i.e. the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)) living on it. When taqiyyah

reaches bloodshed, then it becomes null. By Allah I take an oath that when

you are called to support us, you will not respond, claiming that you are

practicing taqiyyah! And taqiyyah will then be dearer to you

than your fathers and mothers. When the Qā’im

Imam Mahdi) comes)

to undertake the mission)—and he shall unquestionably come—he will not need)

to ask you about this. He shall execute divine punishment on many hypocrites

(among you.(3

p: 38

In another section, we will talk about the principle of taqiyyah along with its - - 1
.various aspects to make this idea more clear

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:483, H. 1 - - 2

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:483, H. 2 - - 3
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According to another tradition, the Imam of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) presents a general
rule about the meaning of taqiyyah which is to save oneself from harm provided that

:such act will not bring about corruption in the religion or faith. He thus says

هَِّیقَِّتلِل

رُیسِْفتَوَ هَُل ، مْقِتَسْتَ  مَْل  اهَعِضِاوَمَ  نْعَ  اهََلازَأَ  نْمَ  عُضِاوَمَ 

مْهُمُکْحُ اًرهِاظَ  ءٍوسُ  مُوْقَ  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  لُْثِم  یقََّتُی  امَ 

لُمَْعیَ ءٍیْشَ  ُّلکُفَ  .هِِلْعِفوَ  ِّقحَْلا  مِکْحُ  رِْیغَ  یلَعَ  مْهُُلْعِفوَ 

یَلإِ يِّدؤَُی  اَّمِم لاَ  هَِّیقَِّتلا  نِاکَمَِل  مْهُنَْیَب  نُِمؤْمُْلا 

.زٌِئاجَ هَُّنإِفَ  نِیِّدلا  یِف  دِاسَفَْلا 

Taqiyyah is permitted under certain situations. Whoever

uses it in other than these situations, taqiyyah will not be accepted

from him. An example of an acceptable situation under which taqiyyah

may be adopted is that a believer may have to deal with people whose rules

and deeds are evidently opposite to the true laws and deeds; hence, anything

that is practiced by that believer in the presence of these people on the

basis of taqiyyah is allowable provided that his acts do not cause corruption

(of his religion.(1

p: 39

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:469, H. 6 - - 1
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As has been previously cited, the Holy Imams (‘a) instructed their followers to
patiently bear all suffering and sacrifice their souls and properties for the sake of their

(religion, or faith.(1

All such traditions confirm that taqiyyah is a practical means of security within the
limits of the supreme interests of Islam and survival of the virtuous community. It is

.not blanket permission to flee reality or escape one’s enemy

p: 40

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:451, H. 2 139, H. 2 - - 1
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Concealment Of Secrets

Point

In addition to taqiyyah, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) founded another principle to ensure the
security of the virtuous community. This principle includes “concealment of secrets”,
“preservation of secrets”, “avoidance of divulging secrets”, and “evasion of revealing
secrets to enemies”, whether the enemies were anti-Shi`ah tyrants and spiteful
opponents, waylaying hypocrites and opportunists, or fickle acquiescent individuals

.among the public who incline with every wind

This principle has been confused with taqiyyah to a great extent. Some narrations
give the name of taqiyyah to both precaution and dissimulation on the one hand and
concealment of secrets on the other and regard divulgence of secrets violation of
taqiyyah. In view of this probable confusion, we must define the subject matter of
‘concealment of secrets’ as a security measure of the virtuous community which is
adopted by all human societies that intend to protect their individuals from enemies

and maintain their solidarity and capability to perform. Divulgence of secrets is usually
considered the gravest danger that may be encountered by any community that is

.exposed to persecution and extermination

Books of ethics have dealt with slips of the tongue and the momentous perils that
such blunders cause in the social life of man and in man’s relationship with Almighty

Allah, as well as the many sins, flaws, misfortunes, and injuries that arise from such
.slips

As for this security measure, it deals with slips of the tongue from another angle—the

divulgence and disclosure of secrets that expose the virtuous community to dangers
and reveal its activities, inclinations, size, and the identies

p: 41
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.of individuals, endangering their lives

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), their Shi`ah, and their followers stood for a “community” of
Muslims that had its own particularities with doctrinal, intellectual, and cultural
components in addition to confidential political inclinations. This community spread
over various regions of the Muslim world and lived within other Muslim communities

.under their ruling regimes

The tyrannical ruling authorities used to consider the Shi`ite community to be the
opposition. As a result, they feared and harassed its people because they realized its
influence, vitality and adherence to the leadership of the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a)—those most rightful of leadership of the Muslim society and the most

.accepted and approved group by all Muslims

Incitement of People against the Shi`ah

The community of the Shi`ah were exposed to not only harassment and persecution
but also denouncement and defamation of its doctrines, activities and purposes in
Islamic life with the aim of isolating and circumscribing it inside the Muslim nation and

.then putting it under pressure by inciting others against it

The political aspect most perturbed the enemies of the Shi`ah—i.e., the tyrannical
rulers, spiteful opponents, and anti-Shi`ah factions—and was the real reason for
alliance against the Shi`ah. The sectarian affiliation of the individuals of the virtuous
community was also important to the enemies of the Shi`ah, and its importance

increased greatly when this affiliation revealed the political inclinations of individuals
.of the community

The matter was somewhat different in the mind of the common milieus of the
Muslims. They were provoked by

p: 42
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the doctrinal aspect of the virtuous community (owing to their naive understanding of
Islam and having been indoctrinated by the ruling authorities and deviant scholars
with fanaticism and ill will) and were not concerned about political affiliation as much

as the secondary and trivial details of doctrines. They insensitively rejected every
trivial item that violated peripheral issues of doctrinal views and requisites prescribed

.by the ruling authorities

Using their cadre, the ruling authorities exerted all possible efforts to keep the nation
from realizing the truth appertaining to not only the corrupt deeds and manners of the
tyrannical rulers but also the accurate political affiliations of other political trends.
Moreover, they tried to incite and provoke the public against these trends, using all

.possible methods and means

Instead of educating the Muslim nation in investigation, seeking knowledge,
establishing freedom in scientific discourse and practical experimentation within the
necessary postulates of its faith, the ruling authorities fed the public with fanaticism in
personal views, encouraging accusation with “atheism,” “infidelity,” “apostasy from
Islam,” and “fragmenting the congregation of Muslims” towards anybody who
disagreed with them on even a secondary or trivial issue, demanded his rights, or
stood against the tyrannical and oppressive rulers, rejecting their injustice and

.monopoly

Describing this method of indoctrination used on Muslims by tyrants, Imam al-Sadiq
:(‘a) said

p: 43
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نْأَ سِاَّنلِل  اوقُلَطْأَ  هََّیمَأُ  یِنَب  َّنإ 

اومَُّلعَتَیَ نْأَ  مْهَُل  اوقُِلطُْی  مَْلوَ  نَامَیلإِا ، اومَُّلعَتَیَ 

.کَِلذَ اوُفرِْعیَ  مَْل  هِْیلَعَ  مْهُوُلمَحَ  اذَإ  یَّتحَ  كَرِّْشلا ،

The

(children of Umayyah(1

gave people freedom to learn faith, but they did not permit them to learn about

polytheism such that if they were to lead them to polytheism, the people

(would not realize it.(2

For this reason, the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) determined that taqiyyah alone
did not suffice; rather, they asked their followers not to reveal their beliefs and
agitate others by practicing their rituals openly. They knew that such acts might lead
to their isolation from Muslim society and political, social and economic siege. Of
course, it was possible that the open practice of their rituals might lessen the extent
of pressure from others; nevertheless, the Holy Imams’ (‘a) instruction was to avoid

.such acts

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) paid addiitonal attention to an even more

important issue: they ordered their followers to desist in arguing about political and
religious issues, divulging private information, and showing feelings and sentiments(3)

that revealed their

p: 44

.Rulers of the Umayyad dynasty - - 1
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:415, H. 1 - - 2

The Shi`ite community passed by such extremely critical times at which to merely - - 3
mention Imam `Ali and Lady Fatimah—peace be upon them—admirably had political

امَهِْیلَعَ هَمَطِاـفـَوَ ، ٍّیِلعَ  رَکْذِوَ  مْـکـُاَّیإِ  : significance. A tradition reads that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said
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Beware of mentioning `Ali and مُلاََّسلا. امَهِْیلَعَ  هَمَطِافَوَ ، ٍّیِلعَ  رِکْذِ  نِْم  مْهِْیَلإِ  ضَغَْبأَ  ءٌیْشـَ  سَْیَل  سَاَّنلا  َّنإِفَ  مَُـلاَّسلا ،
Fatimah! The most spiteful thing to people has become reference to `Ali and Fatimah

—Peace be upon them. (Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:486, H. 2.) It goes
without saying that those people who cannot bear the mention of `Ali and Fatimah

(‘a) are quite different from those who proudly own their love for `Ali and Fatimah—

peace be upon them. Ibn hajar, mentioning the biography of `Ali ibn Rabah, has
recorded that the Umayyad ruling authorities used to kill any newborn who had been
given the name of `Ali. Therefore, Rabah (the father of the biographee) had to
change his son’s name into `Ulay instead of `Ali. `Ali ibn Rabah would be angry if
anyone called him `Ali. He once said, “I do not release from religious responsibility any
one who calls me `Ali, because my name is `Ulay. (See Ibn hajar, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib

.7:280-281, Ed. Dar al-Fikr) Al-Shafi`i referred to this same trend in his poetic verses
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political and sectarian affiliation. The followers were also ordered not to reveal any
information about the extent of influence and impact of the virtuous community and
the nature of their political attitudes to the ruling regime or other oppositionist political
movements that the community adopted because divulgence of such information

could endanger the existence of the virtuous community and be used by enemies to
.pursue or annihilate its members

The concealment of secrets and suppression of information about the reality of the
virtuous community was, at some stage its most important security issue. It required
a high degree of self-restraint and control over the tongue. The tyrannical rulers were
extremely sensitive about their interests and felt threatened by the genuineness,
truth and faithfulness of the individuals of the virtuous community as well as their
willingness to sacrifice their lives; the plain, true concepts that they used to proffer to

.the Muslim nation; and the sound logic they used to elucidate these concepts

p: 45
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Formulas of Warning

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) used many formulas and modes of warning,
enlightenment, and education to express the crucial importance of this measure in

.ensuring the security of the virtuous community

According to a validly reported tradition, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi-Nasr has
reported that he, once asked Imam al-Riza (‘a) about a definite issue, but the Imam

:(‘a) insistently refused to answer. He then said

وَْل

هِبَقَرَِب ذَخِأُوَ  مْکَُل ، اًرّشَ  نَاکَ  نَودُیرُِت  امَ  َّلکُ  مْکُانَْیطَعْأَ 

.رِْملأَا اذَهَ  بِحِاصَ 

If we give you everything

you want, this will definitely be bad for you; and this will cause problems

.for the person involved

:Abu-Ja`far (‘a) used to say

هُیَلاَوِ

، دٍَّمحَُم یَلإِ  لُیِئرَْبجَ  اهََّرسَأَوَ  لَیِئرَْبجَ ، یَلإِ  اهََّرسَأَ  اللهِا 

ءَاشَ نْمَ  یَلإِ  ٌّیِلعَ  اهََّرسَأَوَ  ٍّیِلعَ ، یَلإِ  دٌَّمحَُم  اهََّرسَأَوَ 

اًفرْحَ کَسَْمأَ  يذَِّلا  نِمَ  کَِلذَ ! نَوعُیذُِت  مُْتْنأَ  َّمُث  .اللهُا 

؟ هُعَمِسَ

The secrets of Allah were confidentially passed on to Archangel Gabriel

who confidentially passed them on to (Prophet) Muhammad (s) who
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confidentially passed them on to `Ali (‘a) who confidentially passed them on

to whom Almighty Allah willed to know. Now, you are divulging it! Which one

?of you can withhold a single letter of what he has heard

:Abu-Ja`far (‘a) said

یِف

اًکِلامَ نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  مِِلسْمُْلِل  یغِبَْنیَ  دَووُادَ : لِآ  هِمَکْحِ 

اوقَُّتافَ .هِِنامَزَ  لِهْأَِب  اًفرِاعَ  هِِنأْشَ ، یلَعَ  لاًِبْقُم  هِسِْفنَِل ،

نْعَ عُِفادَُی  اللهَا  َّنأَ  لاَوْلَفَ  .انَثَیدِحَ  اوعُیذُِت  لاَوَ  اللهَا 

تَْیأَرَ امَأَ  هِِئادَعْأَ ، نِْم  هِِئایَِلوْلأَِ  مُقِتَْنیَوَ  هِِئایَِلوْأَ 

؟ نِسَحَْلا یِبلأَِ  اللهُا  مَقَتَْنإ  امَوَ  کَمَرَْب  لِآِب  اللهُا  عَنَصَ  امَ 

مْهُْنعَ اللهُا  عَفَدَفَ  مٍیظِعَ ، رٍطَخَ  یلَعَ  ثِعَشْلأَا  وُنَب  نَاکَ  دْقَوَ 

لَامَعْأَ نَوْرَتَ  قِارَعِْلاِب  مُْتْنأَوَ  .نِسَحَْلا  یِبلأَِ  مْهِِتیَلاَوِِب 

يوَْقتَِب مْکُْیلَعَفَ  مْهَُل ، اللهُا  لَهَْمأَ  امَوَ  هِنَعِارَفَْلا  ءِلاَؤُهَ 

نْمَِب اوُّرتَْغتَ  لاَوَ  ایَْنُّدلا ، هُایَحَْلا  مُکَُّنَّرغَُت  لاَوَ  اللهِا ،

.مْکُْیَلإِ لَصَوَ  دْقَ  رَْملأَا  َّنأَکَفَ  مْکُلَْبقَ ، لَهِْمأُ  دْقَ 

The following is written

in the wise book of (Prophet) David’s household: A true Muslim (i.e. one submissive

to the religion) is required to be self-possessed, engaged with his own

affairs, and aware of the people of his time. So, fear Almighty Allah and

never announce our discourses. (What has saved you from the result of such
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divulgence is that) Almighty Allah defends His saints and takes revenge from

His enemies for His saints. Have you not seen what Almighty Allah did to the

Barmak and how he retaliated for Abu’l-hasan? The family of al-Ash`ath were

about to encounter a great catastrophe, but Almighty Allah saved them from it

because of their allegiance to Abu’l-hasan. In Iraq, you are witnessing the

.evil deeds of these tyrants and the respite that Almighty Allah is granting them

So, fear Almighty Allah, do not be seduced by this worldly life, and do not

be deceived by the bygone ones whom Almighty Allah had granted respite. I foresee

(this matter shall soon be in your hands.(1

p: 46
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Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), according to another authentic report, demonstrated the worldly
:damage of divulgence of secrets, saying

هُرَاهََن حَتَْفتَسْإ  نِمَ 

قَیضِوَ دِیدِحَْلا  َّرحَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  طََّلسَ  اَنِّرسِ  هِعَاذَإِِب 

.سِِلاجَمَْلا

,Whoever begins his day with divulgence of our secrets

(Almighty Allah will expose him to the heat of iron and narrow sitting-places.(1

p: 47

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:493, H. 2 - - 1
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Sometimes, warnings against divulgence of secrets reached such a great extent of
:obligation that Imam Abu’l-hasan (‘a), as reported by `Uthman ibn `«sa, said

نْإِ

هِذِهَ مَلَْعتَ  نْأَ لاَ  تَْعطَتَسْإ  نِإِفَ  ءٌیْشَ ، هِذِهَ  كَدِیَ  یِف  نَاکَ 

.لْعَْفافَ يرَخْلأُا ) )

If there is something is

your hand, make sure that as far as is possible the other hand does not know

.about it

In his presence, some people talked about divulgence of secrets, so the Imam (‘a)
:instructed

ظْفَحْإ

.َّلذَُتفَ کَِتبَقَرَ  دِایَِق  نِْم  سَاَّنلا  نِِّکمَُت  لاَوَ  َّزعِتَ ، کََناسَِل 

Withhold your tongue so as

to attain dignity, and do not give people a chance to have a hold over your

(neck, lest you become humiliated.(1

According to another validly reported tradition, the peril of divulging a secret is as
:fateful as killing the prophets. Abu-Basir has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

امَ اللهِاوَ  امَأَ  { � � � �}

اوْشَْفأَوَ مْهِْیلَعَ  اوعُاذَأَ  نْکَِلوَ  مْهِِفایَسْأَِب ، مْهُوُلتَقَ 

.اوُلِتقُفَ مْهَُّرسِ 

Almighty Allah says (in
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the Holy Qur'an), “And they slay the prophets unjustly. (3:21)” By Allah I

swear, they did not slay the prophets with swords; rather, they divulged

their secrets and announced their activities and, as a result, prophets were

(slain.(2

Through an authentic chain of authority, Sulayman ibn Khalid has reported Imam al-
:Sadiq (‘a) as saying to him

p: 48

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:493, S. 34 (Prohibition of divulgence of the - - 1
.right when danger is anticipated), H. 5

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:494, S. 34, H. 7 - - 2
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ایَ

نْمَوَ اللهُا ، هَُّزعَأَ  هُمَتَکَ  نْمَ  نٍیدِ  یلَعَ  مْکَُّنإِ  نُامَْیلَسُ ،

.اللهُا هَُّلذَأَ  هُعَاذَأَ 

O Sulayman, you (i.e. the

Shi`ah) are following a faith that whoever conceals it will be honored by

(Almighty Allah, but whoever exposes it will be humiliated by Him.(1

When one of the Holy Imams (‘a) observed an occurrence of rushing into the adoption
of certain political attitudes or impulsive rashness to move and draw the attention of
the public to the love for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), the Imam would say the following, as

(: reported from Imam `Ali Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a

وَِل اللهِاوَ ، تُدْدِوَ ،

: يدِعِاسَ مِحَْل  ضِْعبَِب  انََل  هِعَیِّشلا  یِف  نِْیتَلَصْخِ  تُْیدَتَْفإ 

.نِامَْتکِْلا هََّلِقوَ  قَزََّنلا 

By Allah, I wish I could give as ransom some of my arm’s

flesh for two traits that our Shi`ah must get rid of: recklessness and lack

(of concealment (of our secrets).(2

According to another tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) assigns the concealment of secrets
such an important role that it is related to faith, belief, loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)

.and the undertaking of the mission of propagation

:Abd al-A`la has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (s) saying`

اَنرِْمأَ لَامَِتحْإ  سَْیَل  هَُّنإ 

هُرُْتسَ اَنرِْمأَ  لِامَِتحْإ  نِِم  طْقَفَ ، لُوُبقَْلاوَ  هَُل  قُیدِصَّْتلا 
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: مْهَُل لُْقوَ  مَلاََّسلا  مُهُْأرَْقافَ  .هِِلهْأَ  رِْیغَ  نْعَ  هُُتَنایَصِوَ 

امَِب مْهُوُثِّدحَ  .انَْیَلإ  سِاَّنلا  هََّدوَمَ  َّرتَجْإ  اًدْبعَ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ 

.نَورُکِْنُی امَ  مْهُْنعَ  اورُُتسْاوَ  نَوُفرِْعیَ ،

To abide by our Issue is not merely to believe and accept

it. Within the matters of abiding by our Issue is to hide it and to protect it

from everybody except its people. So, convey my greeting to them (i.e. the

Shi`ah) and say to them: May Allah have mercy upon (His) servant who attracts

people’s love toward us. Say to those who understand and conceal from those

(who reject.(3

p: 49

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:484, S. 32 (Obligation of concealing the - - 1
.religion of Allah from other than its people along with taqiyyah), H. 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:484, S. 32, H. 2 - - 2

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:484, S. 32, H. 5 - - 3
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According to another tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) sternly renounces those who
divulge secrets and violate instructions, exposing their Imam and their companions to

.peril and perdition. The Imam (‘a) expressed his rage and denounced them

Al-Qasim, the partner of al-Fazl, who was a very honest man, has reported that he
:heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

دِجِسْمَْلا یِف  قٌْلخَ 

لاَوَ اَّنِم  اوسُْیَل  کَِئَلوأُ  .مْهُسَفُْنأَ  نَورُهَشْیَوَ  انََنورُهَشْیَ 

کَتَهَ يرِْتسِ ! نَوکُِتهْیَفَ  رُُتسْأَوَ  يرِادَأُفَ  قُطِْنأَ  .مْهُْنِم  نُحَْن 

َّلاإِ مِامَإِِب  اَنأَ  امَ  اللهِاوَ  .مٌامَإِ  نَوُلوقُیَ : .مْهُرَوُتسُ  اللهُا 

مَِل .مٍامَإِِب  مْهَُل  تُسْلَفَ  یِناصَعَ  نْمَ  اَّمأَفَ  .یِنعَاطَأَ  نْمَ 

اللهِاوَفَ .مْهِهِاوَْفأَ  نْعَ  یمِسْإ  نَوُّفکُیَ  لاَأَ  یمِسْإِب ؟ نَوُلقِْلقَُی 

.رٍادَ یِف  مْهُاَّیإِوَ  اللهُا  یَِنعُمَجْیَ  لاَ 

Some individuals are exposing themselves and us in the

mosque. They are not part of us nor are we part of them. When I speak, I try

to hide my beliefs intentionally and when I keep matters covered, such people

unmask me! May Allah lay them bare! They claim that I am their Imam. By Allah

I swear, I am exclusively the Imam of him who obeys me. As for him who

disobeys me, I am not his Imam. Why are they chattering using my name? Can’t

they take my name out of their mouths? By Allah, He shall never join them to

(me in the abode.(1

p: 50
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Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:484, S. 33 (Prohibition of saying the names of - - 1
.al-Mahdi and the other Imams), H. 1
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Presence In The Ruling System

Point

The third measure

that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took in the security system of the virtuous community was
having a relative and limited presence in the unjust ruling regimes in order to apprise
the virtuous community of the situations, plans, policies and suppressive or corruptive
procedures of these ruling authorities, so that the virtuous community might take
heed, avoid and observe their movements on the one hand and frustrate and fend off

.the harms that might afflict them and the Muslims on the other

As previously cited, the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) firmly prohibited their
followers from any kind of cooperation with the unjust authorities—whether in
offering general services that might contribute to strengthening their authority, result
in any form of approval of their rule, or help them in wrongdoing and oppressive acts

.—and from accepting offices related to authority and government

Abu-Basir has reported that he asked Imam al-Baqir (‘a) about the legality of
:occupying offices in the ruling regimes of unjust rulers. The Imam (‘a) answered

ایَ

نِْم بُیصُِی  مْهُدَحَأَ لاَ  َّنإِ  .مٍلَقَ  هَُّدُم  لاَوَ  لاَ  دٍَّمحَُم ، اَبأَ 

.هُلَْثِم هِِنیدِ  نِْم  اوُباصَأَ  َّلاإِ  اًئْیشَ  مْهُایَْندُ 

O Abu-Muhammad, never help

them in any matter even if it be as trivial as handing them a pen. No one can

obtain any worldly interests from them without loss of as large a part of his

(faith as the amount of that interest.(1

p: 51
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Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:129, H. 5; Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi, 5:107, H. - - 1
.5
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Writing the life account of Safwan al-Jammal, al-Kashshi (in his book of biography)
:records the following narration

Safwan said: One day, while I was paying a visit to Imam al-Kazim (‘a), he said to me,
.” “Safwan, all your manners are acceptable and all right except one thing

.May Allah accept me as ransom for you! What is that?” I wondered“

(” The Imam (‘a) answered, “It is that you hire camels for this man. (i.e. the ruler Harun

Explaining my situation, I said, “I swear by Allah that I have never hired him a camel

for luxurious, reckless, immoral or hunting purposes. Rather, I have hired out camels

for him so that he can use them as riding animals on his way to Makkah. Moreover, I
.” do not take charge of the camels myself, but employ some of my servants to do so

?” The Imam (‘a) asked, “Do they (i.e. the ruling authorities) pay you for this hiring

.Yes, they do,” I answered“

?” The Imam (‘a) asked further, “Do you wish that they would survive to pay you

.Yes, I do,” I answered“

:The Imam (‘a) stated

وَهُفَ مْهُءَاقََب  َّبحَأَ  نْمَ 

.رَاَّنلا دَرَوَ  نَاکَ  مْهُْنِم  نَاکَ  نْمَوَ  مْهُْنِم ،

Then, he who wishes survival for them is definitely one of“

.” them, and he who belongs to them will definitely be in Hellfire

وَهُفَ مْهُءَاقََب  َّبحَأَ  نْمَ 

.رَاَّنلا دَرَوَ  نَاکَ  مْهُْنِم  نَاکَ  نْمَوَ  مْهُْنِم ،

Then, he who wishes survival for them is definitely one of“
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.” them, and he who belongs to them will definitely be in Hellfire

.Immediately after that, I sold all my camels

When Harun was informed about this, he summoned me and said, “Safwan, I have
.” been informed that you sold your camels

p: 52
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.Yes, I did,” I answered“

.Why?” he asked“

I have become too aged to work, and my servant cannot perform the necessary“
.jobs,” I answered

Harun insisted, “No! I know him who advised you to do so. This is the advice of Musa
.” ibn Ja`far

.What connects this to Musa ibn Ja`far?” I denied“

Harun said, “Leave this claim! By Allah I swear, I would kill you had it not been for your
(good conduct with us!”(1

In spite of this stern prohibition, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) excluded certain situations for
which they allowed working with the unjust ruling authorities and accepting offices
and jobs in their governments. The most important of these were offices that served
two essential services to the virtuous community: (1) warding off harm and injury to
the community, and (2) provision of services and facilities, including defence of the

.rights of the virtuous community and paying them their entitlements

In this respect, `Ali ibn Yaqtin is reported to have said that Imam Musa ibn Ja`far al-
:Kazim (‘a) said to him

َّنإِ

مْهِِب عُفَدْیَ  ءَایَِلوْأَ  نِاطَْلُّسلا  عَمَ  یَلاعَتَوَ ، كَرَابَتَ  اللهِ ،

.هِِئایَِلوْأَ نْعَ 

Verily, among the company

of the oppressors, Almighty Allah has some intimate servants by whom He

(repels (harm) from other cherished servants.(2
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Shaykh al-Saduq, Man La Yahzuruhu’l-Faqih 4:436; al-Kashshi, Ikhtiyar Ma`rifat - - 1
.al-Rijal 2:740; al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah1 7:182, H.22305

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:139, H. 1 - - 2
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:Ziyad ibn Abu-Sulma is reported to have related the following

One day, I visited Abu’l-hasan (Imam) Musa al-Kazim (‘a) who asked me, “Ziyad, do
?” you work with the ruling authority

.Yes, I do,” I answered“

?” The Imam (‘a) asked, “Why is that

.” I answered, “I have a sense of honor, dependants to provide, and no other resource

The Imam (‘a) commented, “Ziyad, if I were to fall from a high place and break to
pieces, it would be more preferable to me than holding an office for any of these
(unjust authorities) or even more preferable than being treading on like their rugs—

?” except for one circumstance. Do you know what it is

!” I answered, “No, I do not. May Allah accept me as your ransom

:The Imam (‘a) explained

َّلاإِ

ءِاضَقَ وْأَ  هِرِسْأَ ، ِّکفَ  وْأَ  نٍِمؤُْم ، نْعَ  هٍَبرْکُ  جِیرِْفتَِل 

نْمَِب َّزعَوَ  َّلجَ  اللهُا  عُنَصْیَ  امَ  نَوَهْأَ  َّنإِ  دُایَزِ ، ایَ  .هِِنْیدَ 

یَلإِ رٍاَن  نِْم  قَدِارَسُ  هِْیلَعَ  بَرِضْیَ  نْأَ  لاًمَعَ  مْهَُل  یَّلوَتَ 

تَیِّلوُ نْإِفَ  دُایَزِ ، ایَ  .قِِئلاَخَْلا  بِاسَحِ  نِْم  اللهُا  غَرُْفیَ  نْأَ 

هٌدَحِاوَفَ کَِناوَخْإِ ، یَلإِ  نْسِحْأَفَ  مْهِِلامَعْأَ  نِْم  اًئْیشَ 

.هٍدَحِاوَِب

Except in situations of relieving the anguish of a believer“

by releasing him from captivity or helping him settle his debts. O Ziyad, the
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lightest penalty that Almighty Allah places upon one that holds an office with

unjust authorities is that He covers him with a canopy of fire until He

finishes settling accounts with all other creatures. O Ziyad, if you have

held any of their offices, then you must behave kindly with your brethren-in-faith

(as compensation for holding that office—an act for an act.”(1

p: 54

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:140, H. 9; Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:110, H. - - 1
.1
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As is understood from some traditions, holding an office in governments of unjust
authorities requires restricted permission given by the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) or by the religious legal authority who runs the affairs of the virtuous community

in order that permission might be disallowed in cases of personal gain or taking on
.prohibited jobs that would expose individuals of the virtuous community to deviation

According to a valid chain of authority, al-hasan ibn al-husayn al-Anbari(1) has
:reported the following

For fourteen years, I wrote letters to Imam Abu’l-hasan al-Riza (‘a) seeking his
permission to hold a governmental office in the regime of the unjust rulers. In the last
letter, I mentioned that I feared my neck would be cut off as the ruling authority
threatened me, saying, “You are Rafizi and you are refusing this office only for this

!” reason

:The answer of Imam al-Riza (‘a) was the following

تُمْهِفَ

تَْنکُ نْإِفَ  کَسِْفَن ، یلَعَ  فِوْخَْلا  نَِم  تَرْکَذَ  امَوَ  کََباتَکِ 

، اللهِا لُوسُرَ  هِِب  رَمَأَ  امَِب  کَلَمَعَ  تَیِلوَ  اذَإَ  کََّنأَ  مُلَْعتَ 

کََباَّتکُوَ کََناوَعْأَ  رُِّیصَُت  َّمُث  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

ءَارَقَُف هِِب  تَْیسَاوَ  ءٌیْشَ  کَْیَلإِ  رَاصَ  اذَإِوَ  کَِتَّلِم ، لَهْأَ 

َّلاإِوَ اذَِب ، اذَ  نَاکَ  مْهُْنِم ، اًدحِاوَ  نَوکُتَ  یَّتحَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا 

.لاَفَ

I understand your letter

and I am conscious of your fear for your life. If you know that in holding

this office you will do what you have been ordered by the Messenger of Allah
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s), and will chose your brethren-in-faith to be your agents and clerks, and)

you share whatever you gain with the poor faithfuls as if you are one of

(them, then you may hold it under these conditions; otherwise, I do not permit it.(2

p: 55

.Al-Ardabili has asserted that this person is al-hasan ibn al-husayn al-Kindi - - 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:145, H. 1 - - 2
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Sometimes, the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) would direct these persons in their
.jobs and confirmed the importance of keeping their doctrinal identities undisclosed

Ibn Sinan has reported that Harun al-Rashid, the `Abbasid ruler, gifted `Ali ibn Yaqtin
some garments as an expression of respect. Among these, there was a black silk
garment embedded with much gold. `Ali ibn Yaqtin, in turn, sent most of these,
including this silk garment, to Imam Abu’l-hasan Musa ibn Ja`far (‘a) adding to them
money for khumus taxes. When the gift reached the hands of the Imam (‘a), he
accepted the money and the garments but rejected the silk garment and gave it back
to `Ali ibn Yaqtin with the same messenger who had brought them. The Imam (‘a)
also wrote a letter to `Ali ibn Yaqtin with the following content: “Keep this garment

and don’t let it out of your hand. Soon you will encounter a matter and you will need
.” this garment

Not too long after that, `Ali ibn Yaqtin became angry with one of his close servants
and dismissed him. This servant, who had recognized `Ali ibn Yaqtin’s inclination to
Imam al-Kazim (‘a) and knew every item that his master had sent to the Imam,
informed al-Rashid of these matters against his master and added, “`Ali believes in
the Imamate of Musa ibn Ja`far and hands over to him funds of the khumus taxes
every year. He, moreover, gave him the black silk garment that you gifted him as an

.” expression of respect

Upon hearing this, al-Rashid became furious and decided to expose the matter, “If it
is true, I will certainly take the life of `Ali ibn Yaqtin!” Immediately, he ordered his
constabulary to bring `Ali ibn Yaqtin to him. When `Ali was brought before him, al-
Rashid asked, “What have you done with the garment that I gave you?” He answered,
“O commander of the believers, it is in my possession in a sealed chest. I have stored

it there. I rarely miss a morning

p: 56
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when I open it to take a look at the garment, seeking blessings and kissing it, and then
.” I put it back there

Al-Rashid ordered him to present it at that very moment, so `Ali ibn Yaqtin summoned

one of his servants and told him where to find the garment exactly as he had told al-
Rashid beforehand. Before long, the servant fetched the chest and put it before al-
Rashid who ordered the seal to be broken. As he looked at the garment, al-Rashid
found it exactly as he had been told by `Ali ibn Yaqtin. He calmed down and ordered
`Ali to put it back in its place. He then said to him, “You may leave with respect, for I
will never believe any information that is given to me against you.” Moreover, he
ordered that an abundant gift be given to `Ali ibn Yaqtin. As for the talebearing slave,
al-Rashid ordered him to be given one thousand lashes. After five hundred, the slave

(died.(1

Historical Background of this Policy

It is not inaccurate to say that this policy of security is the most crucial that the Holy
Imams (‘a) planned for the virtuous community. There are some indications of this in
the Holy Qur'an. Narrating the story of Prophet Moses (‘a), the Holy Qur'an mentions

that “the believing man of Pharaoh’s family” protected Prophet Moses (‘a) from
dangers that were conspired against him, before and after his mission, as he gave the

.Prophet information about conspiracies by Pharaoh and his people to kill him

Ali ibn Yaqtin, the aforementioned, who was the commander-in-chief of the`
,constabulary of Harun al-Rashid

p: 57

Shaykh al-Mufid, Kitab al-Irshad 2:225-227; al-Tabrisi, I`lam al-Wara bi-A`lam al- - - 1
.Huda 2:19-20; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 48:137-138, H. 12
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and `Ali ibn Yaqtin’s father were famous models who adopted this policy in the history
of the Holy Imams (‘a). Even though we have not received details of the lives of other
such personalities, there were surely others who played this role throughout the
history of the Holy Imams (‘a) because we believe that this strategy of security must

.have existed in all the stages of the Holy Imams (‘a) lives

In a written account of the life of `Abdullah ibn Sinan, al-Najjashi introduces him as
:follows

Abdullah ibn (i.e. the son of) Turayf was a manumitted slave of the Hashemites.`
Others claim that he had been manumitted by the offspring of Abu-Talib and others
claim the same for the offspring of al-`Abbas. He worked as a secretary for al-
Mansur, al-Mahdi, al-Hadi, and al-Rashid, the `Abbasid ruler. A trustworthy person
and one of our companions, he lived in Kufah. He was so lofty that none could criticize
him. He reported sayings from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a). Shaykh al-Tusi in his book, al-

(Fihrist, also counted him among the trustworthy reporters.(1

The same thing has been said about Muhammad ibn `Umayr, who was introduced by
(both Shi`ites and Sunnis as one of the greatest master jurisprudents.(2

Muhammad ibn Isma`il ibn Buzaygh was also one of the servants of al-Mansur, the
`Abbasid ruler, and one of his assistants. He and his cousin, Ahmad ibn hamzah, were
among the most trustworthy Shi`ite reporters. One of the most righteous persons, he

:was of superior knowledge. Imam Abu’l-hasan al-Riza (‘a) once said to him

p: 58

.Al-Ardabili, Jami` al-Ruwat 1:487 - - 1
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رََّوَن نْمَ  نَیمِِلاَّظلا  بِاوَْبأَِب  یَلاعَتَ  َّنإِ اللهِ 

هِِئایَِلوْأَ نْعَ  مْهِِب  عَفَدْیَِل  دِلاَِبْلا ، یِف  هَُل  نََّکمَوَ  نَاهَرُْبلا  هَُل  اللهُا 

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا أُجَْلمَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  .نَیمِِلسْمُْلا  رَوُمأُ  مْهِِب  اللهُا  حَِلصُْیوَ 

مْهِِبوَ انَِتعَیشِ ، نِْم  هِجَاحَْلا  وذُ  عُزَْفیَ  مْهِْیَلإِوَ  ِّرُّضلا ، نَِم 

نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا کَِئَلوأُ  .هِمَلََّظلا  رِادَ  یِف  نِِمؤْمُْلا  هَعَوْرَ  اللهُا  نُِمؤُْی 

مْهِِتَّیعِرَ یِف  اللهِا  رُوُن  کَِئَلوأُ  .هِضِرْأَ  یِف  اللهِا  ءُانَمَأُ  کَِئَلوأُ  .اًقّحَ 

رُهَزْیَ امَکَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  لِهْلأَِ  مْهُرُوُن  رُهَزْیَوَ  هِمَایَقِْلا ، مَوْیَ 

، هِمَایَقِْلا رُوُن  مْهُرُوُن  نْمَ  کَِئَلوأُ  .ضِرْلأَا  لِهْلأَِ  هَُّیِّرُّدلا  بُکِاوَکَْلا 

هَُّنجَْلا تِقَِلخُوَ  هَِّنجَْلِل  اللهِاوَ  اوقُِلخُ  .هُمَایَقِْلا  مُهُْنِم  ءُیضُِت 

اذَهَ لَانََل  ءَاشَ  وَْل  نْأَ  مْکُدِحَأَ  یلَعَ  امَ  .مْهَُل  اًئیِنهَفَ  .مْهَُل 

؟ هَُّلکُ

Among

the officials of the unjust rulers, there are those through whom Almighty

Allah has made bright his path and given power in the countries so as to

protect His intimate servants through them and set right the affairs of

Muslims. To them do the faithful believers resort when harm is done to them and

to them do the needy among our Shi`ah turn. Through them does Almighty Allah
dispel

the fear of the believers in lands controlled by tyrants. These are the true

believers. These are Almighty Allah’s trustees in His lands. These shall be
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.the source of Almighty Allah’s light among His subjects on the Day of Resurrection

Their light is visible to the inhabitants of the heavens just as the shining

stars are visible to the inhabitants of the earth. Their light shall light up

the Resurrection. By Allah I swear, they were created for Paradise and Paradise was
created for them. Congratulations to them. What prevents you, if you wish, from

?gaining all that

The reporter asked, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! How can we gain all
?” this

:The Imam (‘a) answered

p: 59
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نُوکُیَ

، انَِتعَیشِ نِْم  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَ  رِورُُّسلا  لِاخَدْإِِب  اَنُّرسُِیفَ  مْهُعَمَ 

.دَُّمحَُم ایَ  مْهُْنِم  نْکُفَ 

One of you may join them

i.e. the unjust rulers) and, at the same time, please us by giving pleasure)

(to the believers among our Shi`ah. So, Muhammad, try to be one of these.(1

If a survey of the companions of Holy Imams’ (‘a) is made, one can find many such
.individuals

This policy indicates a remarkably outstanding and errorless plan by the Holy Imams

of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) that left a strong impact on the protection, perfection, and
.development of the virtuous community which extended to the entire Muslim nation

p: 60

Al-Ardabili, Jami` al-Ruwat as quoted from al-Najjashi’s book of biography (rijal) - - 1
2:69. This excellent description of the rank of these individuals has come from the
significance of the nature of this job as well as its risk, difficulty and need for accuracy
of implementation. In addition, such an office entails much suffering that a righteous
individual encounters due to associating with and being in close proximity with

.tyrants, while secretly at odds with them
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Refuge and Migration

Point

The fourth measure of security that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took for the virtuous
community was to choose and migrate to safe shelters in regions far from the sway of
unjust ruling authorities, including rural areas where Arab tribes that were loyal to the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) lived, mountainous regions, or other regions known for their
insubordination to the ruling regime. The individuals of the virtuous community were
able to resort to this policy only in exceptional cases of emergency, to seek security
and elude danger to their lives on the one hand while propagating the Islamic mission,
spreading true guidance and righteousness and teaching morals and divine laws on

.the other

The Holy Qur'an has presented some examples and events of such migrations, such
as in the story of Prophet Abraham (‘a). After he had encountered the aftermath of

(: being thrown in the fire, he migrated with Prophet Lot (‘a

مُیکِحَْلا زُیزِعَْلا  وَهُ  هَُّنإِ  یِّبرَ  یَلإِ  رٌجِاهَُم  یِّنإِ  لَاقَوَ 

He (i.e. Abraham) said: I

(am fleeing to my Lord. Surely, He is the Mighty, the Wise. (29:26

:Likewise, Prophet Moses (‘a) migrated to Madyan

نَیمِِلاَّظلا مِوْقَْلا  نَِم  یِنِّجَن  ِّبرَ  لَاقَ  بَُّقرَتَیَ  افًِئاخَ  اهَْنِم  جَرَخَفَ 

لِیِبَّسلا ءَاوَسَ  یِنیَدِهْیَ  نْأَ  یِّبرَ  یسَعَ  لَاقَ  نَیَدْمَ  ءَاقَْلِت  هََّجوَتَ  اَّمَلوَ 

So he (i.e. Moses) went

forth therefrom, fearing, awaiting, (and) he said: My Lord! Deliver me from

the unjust people. And when he turned his face towards Madyan, he said: Maybe

(my Lord will guide me along the right path. (28:21-22
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Another example is the exodus of Moses and the Israelites from Egypt to the Holy
.Land

p: 61
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This policy of emigration in the security system of the virtuous community also has a
historical root in the deeds of the Holy Prophet (s) who, in order to protect newly
converted Muslims, ordered them to emigrate to Abyssinia and seek refuge therein,
even though Abyssinia was not ruled by Islam. These Muslims had been exposed to
severe persecution and they lacked any suitable means of protection. Once more,
Muslims were ordered to emigrate to Yathrib (later called al-Madinah al-
Munawwarah—the luminous city) where Islam could find itself a center. The
polytheists of this city had not yet taken an extremely hostile position against the Holy

.Prophet (s) before his migration

This procedure of emigration and asylum-seeking is also adopted by political
movements today when some of their members, being harshly chased by the ruling

.regimes, seek refuge in other countries that allow them asylum

There is a set of indications proving that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) adopted this policy of
security so as to guarantee the protection of their followers. Some of these

:indications are as follows

Historical Examples of Emigration

:Some historical examples of emigration include

The descendants and offspring of the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), as well as
righteous scholars of the Shi`ah, spread widely in various regions of the world,
including remote and mountainous regions such as Mazandaran and Gilan in present
day Iran (in earlier times, the lands of the Turks and Daylam), some regions of Africa,

the Indian subcontinent, the Caucasus, and the Malawi Islands. It is well worth

p: 62
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mentioning that these Sayyids(1) and righteous scholars propagated Islam and
.spread the Islamic culture in these regions, converting their inhabitants to Islam

The Shi`ah of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) spread out in the various countries of the Muslim · 
world without exception, especially in the ages of the Holy Imams (‘a). This state
existed in other time periods also, despite the fact that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their
followers lived under political and social siege and were subjected to execution,
pursuit and constant threat that did not grant them opportunities to engage in
extensive communication. This proves that the Shi`ah abided by the policy of
migration and seeking refuge as planned by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). This is also confirmed

.in a number of traditions

Describing the manners of the true Shi`ah, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have
:said

نْمَ لاَ انَُتعَیشِ  امََّنإِ 

لُأَسْیَ لاَوَ  بِارَغُْلا ، عَمَطَ  عُمَطْیَ  لاَوَ  بِْلکَْلا ، رَیرِهَ  ُّرهِیَ 

فِارَطْأَ یِف  مْهُْبُلطْأُ  ...اًعوجُ  تَامَ  نْإِوَ  هِِّفکَِب  سَاَّنلا 

، مُهُرُادَ هُلَقِتَْنمُْلا  مُهُشُْیعَ ، نُشِخَْلا  کَِئَلوأُ  .ضِرْلأَا 

.اودُقَتَْفُی مَْل  اوُباغَ  نْإِوَ  اوُفرَْعُی ، مَْل  اودُهِشَ  نْإِ  نَیذَِّلا 

Our true Shi`ah are those who do not growl like a dog, do

not covet like a crow, and do not beg from people even if they die of hunger….You

can find them in the four corners of the world. They are those whose lives

are simple, whose abodes move from one place to another, who, if seen, will

(not be known, and if absent, will not be missed… etc.(2

p: 63
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Sayyid is a title of respect given to the descendants of the Holy Prophet (s) - - 1
(. through Imam `Ali and Lady Fatimah al-Zahra (‘a

Abu-Zaynab al-Nu`mani, Kitab al-Ghaybah, 203-204; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar - - 2
.68:165, H. 16
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The reason for the emergence of some major events in the history of Islam was the · 
adoption of this policy of emigration. For instance, the existence of Shi`ah emigrants

-(in various countries gave rise to some great states, such as the Fa(1

The Fa(2) and the hasanid dynasty in Tabristan, as well as some `Alawid political
movements, especially those which rose during the `Abbasid dynasty. In conclusion,
these Shi`ah emigrants gradually developed into great powers that threatened and

.disturbed the existence of despotic ruling regimes

Some traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) give a green light for resettlement in non- · 
Muslim countries on the condition that there is an opportunity to announce and
propagate one’s faith. However, such migration is regarded as a form of becoming a
wanderer after migration to civility (al-ta`arrub ba`da al-hijrah),(3) which is forbidden
by the religious law of Islam. Moreover, a set of traditions reported from the Ahl al-

.Bayt (‘a) decisively confirm that vagrancy after migration to civility is prohibited

Imam Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported his fathers as

p: 64

imid dynasty - 1
.imid Dynasty ruled in part of North Africa, Egypt, and Syria from AD 909 to 1171 - 2

Al-ta`arrub ba`da al-hijrah indicates moving from a country where Islam is - - 3
powerful, such as al-Madinah, to another country where Islam may be weak and
inactive because of the social conditions of that country, such as western countries in

.the present day and nomadic regions in the past
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(: quoting the following from the Holy Prophet to Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a

.هِرَجْهِْلا دَْعَب  بَُّرعَتَ  لاَوَ 

Do

(not return to nomadism after migration to civility.(1

Muhammad ibn Sinan has reported that among answers to religious questions, Imam

:al-Riza (‘a) wrote

مََّرحَوَ

كِرْتَوَ نِیِّدلا  نِعَ  عِوجُُّرلِل  هِرَجْهِْلا  دَْعَب  بَُّرعََّتلا  اللهُا 

یِف امَوَ  مُلاََّسلا ، مُهِْیلَعَ  جِجَحُْلاوَ ، ءِایَِبْنلأَِل  هِرَزَاؤَمُْلا 

ینَکْسُ هَِّلعِِل  ٍّقحَ  يذِ  ِّلکُ  ِّقحَ  لِاطَْبإِوَ  دِاسَفَْلا  نَِم  کَِلذَ 

زْجُیَ مَْل  لاًِماکَ  نَیِّدلا  لُجَُّرلا  فَرِعَ  وَْل  کَِلذَِلوَ  وِدْبَْلا ،

هَُّنلأَِ لاَ هِْیلَعَ ، فِوْخَْلاوَ  لِهْجَْلا  لِهْأَ  هُنَکَاسَُم  هَُل 

یِف يدِامََّتلاوَ  لِهْجَْلاپ  لِهْأَ  عَمَ  لُوخُُّدلاوَ  مِْلعِْلا  كُرْتَ  هُْنِم  عَقَیَ  نْأَ  نُمَؤُْی 

.کَِلذَ

,Almighty Allah has forbidden vigrancy after migration to civility

because such an act may result in renunciation of one’s faith, abandonment of

(, support of prophets and representatives (of Almighty Allah, i.e. Holy Imams

.corruption, and denying the rights of others due to dwelling with Bedouins

Hence, a man who has fully recognized the religion is not permitted to live

with the unschooled and put his faith under threat because it is not
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improbable that such a man will lose his familiarity with religion, decline

into unenlightenment of religiously ignorant people, and go far into apostacy

(and ignorance.(2

At the same time, other traditions refer to an exception of one case only from this
religious law; that is, the case of the availability of an opportunity to propagate one’s

faith and true beliefs when such opportunity is impracticable in

p: 65

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:75, H. 1 - - 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:75-76, H. 2 - - 2
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.Muslim countries

hammad al-Samandi has reported that he said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “I often travel to
the cities of the polytheists, but some of our companions claim that if I die in these

.” territories, I will be added to the group of their dwellers

:The Imam (‘a) asked

ایَ

؟ هِْیَلإِ وعُدْتَوَ  اَنرَْمأَ  رُکُذْتَ  َّمَث  تَْنکُ  اذَإ  دُاَّمحَ ،

O hammad, do you proclaim our

?faith and invite people to it when you are there

:hammad answered affirmatively, so the Imam asked again

اذَإفَ

وعُدْتَوَ اَنرَْمأَ  رُکُذْتَ  مِلاَسْلإِا ، نِدُُم  نِدُمُْلا ، هِذِهَ  یِف  تَْنکُ 

؟ هِْیَلإِ

When you live in the

?territories of Muslims, can you make known our faith and invite people to it

:hammad answered negatively. The Imam then said

کََّنإِ

نَْیَب كَرُوُن  یعَسْیَوَ  كَدَحْوَ  هًَّمأُ  رُشَحُْت  َّمَث  َّتِم  اذَإِ 

.کَْیدَیَ

Therefore, if you die

there, you will be resurrected alone in an independent group and your light
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(will be running before you.(1

p: 66

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:76, H. 6 - - 1
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CHAPTER TWO: POLICIES of GENERAL SECURITY

Point

Coexistence with Other Muslims . 1

Caution in Propagating the True Faith . 2

Policy of Centralization . 3

Observance of the Level of Toleration . 4

p: 67
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Prelude

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) set forth a set of general policies to be followed in the area of
security that supported the previously mentioned strategies of the security system of
the virtuous community. This is because security procedures can be effective and
useful only when they are carried out within the general policies of this discipline,
especially when we realize that the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) intended to
achieve a level of security which kept the virtuous community moving and existing
within the borders of the unified Muslim society, to influence the Muslims and
undertake the general responsibilities towards Islam and Muslim society. It is true
that there are other significant objectives behind these general policies, but the goal
of achieving security for the virtuous community is the most obvious and most

significant. These policies may overlap the aforementioned measures and security
procedures. In this discussion, we will refer to four general political policies and

.aspects that reflect bold security measures

p: 69
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Coexistence with Other Muslims

The first general policy that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) set up for guaranteeing the security of
the virtuous community was the construction of a well-established relationship with
groups of Muslims and Muslim society as a whole. This policy represents the general
principle followed by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and used by their followers as an effective
two-edged instrument of pressure. Where campaigns of enlightenment are begun
and good relations created with other groups of Muslims, those groups can be shifted
from a pressure tool against the virtuous community—when the tyrannical ruling
authorities incite them against the Shi`ah—to a pressure tool against the ruling
authorities to put a stop to harassment of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers in

.particular and injustice and oppression against Muslims in general

Actually, the majority of Muslims did put this change into effect despite the fact that
many of them did not follow the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) sect. They, therefore, led a wide and

.influential opposition against such tyrannical authorities

In fact, one of the most important goals of practicing taqiyyah was to achieve such
(coexistence with the other Muslims.(1

In addition to enhancing the security of the virtuous community, coexistence with
other Muslims has other

p: 71

This topic has been previously discussed with some details. It is also discussed in - - 1
our book entitled ‘al-wihdah al-islamiyyah min manzur al-thaqalayn (Islamic Unity
from the Perspective of the Two Weighty Things—i.e. the Holy Qur'an and the Ahl al-

.Bayt)’, pp. 140-144 159-162
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benefits, one of which is to ensure the cohesion and unity of Muslim society. This
principle has another political goal, which is to protect the virtuous community from

.the probable negative reactions of other Muslims and ruling authorities

:The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took the following measures

A. They directed their followers to present themselves in general ceremonies and
important rituals, which the religion of Islam has paid special attention to as pillars of

.Muslim society, including Friday and Congregational Prayers

The Shi`ah community showed some reservations on participating in these
congregations. For instance, various terms of validity of congregational prayers, like
the specification of decency as a quality to be met by prayer leaders, might not have
been met because the majority of prayer leaders were officials or agents of the
unjust ruling authorities. Another reservation was that the Shi`ah jurisprudentially
differ with other Muslim groups on the performance of prayers in terms of the timing

of the daily prayers and other rulings and acts as well as in terms of certain cultural
contents that the Shi`ah believe to have been distorted through history, such as
insulting Imam `Ali (‘a) and reviling his followers in sermons and lectures delivered

.during such congregations

Despite these issues, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) urged their followers, firmly and vigorously,
.to attend these congregations

:Al-halabi has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

p: 72
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نَاکَ لَِّولأَا  ِّفَّصلا  یِف  مْهُعَمَ  یَّلصَ  نْمَ 

.هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لِوسُرَ  فَْلخَ  یَّلصَ  نْمَکَ 

Whoever

prays with them (i.e. other Muslim groups) in the first line (of their

congregational prayers) is regarded as one who prayed behind the Messenger of

(Allah (s) in congregational prayer.(1

:Abdullah ibn Sinan has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying`

مْکُیصِوأُ

.اوُّلذِتَفَ مْکُِفاتَکْأَ  یلَعَ  سَاَّنلا  اوُلمِحْتَ  لاَوَ  اللهِا ، يوَْقتَِب 

، مْهُاضَرْمَ اودُوعُ  انًسْحُ } سِاَّنلِل  اوُلوُقوَ  : } هِِباتَکِ یِف  لُوقُیَ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهَا ، َّنإِ 

اوُّلصَوَ مْهِْیلَعَوَ ، مْهَُل  اودُهَشْاوَ  مْهُزَِئانَجَ ، اورُضُحْاوَ 

… مْهِدِجِاسَمَ یِف  مْهُعَمَ 

I instruct you to be

God-wary. Do not carry people on your shoulders (i.e. do not abase yourself

before others), lest you become humiliated. Verily, Almighty Allah says in

His Book, “Speak to men good words. (2:83)” Visit the sick among them, attend

their funeral ceremonies, bear witness for and against them, pray with them

(in their mosques…(2

B. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) urged their followers to comply with the social behavior
common with other Muslims in general, and members of their (i.e. the followers) clans
and tribes in particular, so that difference in doctrine and sect would not influence
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social relations. These common social behaviors included keeping in contact with
relatives, attending their funeral and wedding ceremonies, visiting the sick, and other

.similar social activities and duties

p: 73

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 5:381, H. 4 - - 1
(. Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:7, H. 6 (Ed. Al al-Bayt Foundation - - 2
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Mu`awiyah ibn Wahab has reported that he once asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “What

should we do with respect to relationships among our people and associates who
?” follow other faiths

:The Imam (‘a) answered

نَورُظُْنتَ

امَ نَوعُنَصْتَفَ  مْهِِب ، نَودُتَْقتَ  نَیذَِّلا  مُکُِتَّمِئأَ  یَلإِ 

نَودُهَشْیَوَ مْهُاضَرْمَ  نَودُوعُیََل  مْهَُّنإِ  اللهِاوَفَ  .نَوعُنَصْیَ 

نَوُّدؤَُیوَ مْهِْیلَعَوَ  مْهَُل  هَدَاهََّشلا  نَومُیقُِیوَ  مْهُزَِئانَجَ 

.مْهِْیَلإِ هََنامَلأَا 

You must watch the Imams

you follow and do exactly as they do. By Allah (I swear), they (i.e. the

Imams) visit the sick among them, attend their funeral ceremonies, testify

(for and against them, and fulfill their trusts.(1

Kathir ibn `Alqamah has reported that he once asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) for advice.
:The Imam (‘a) said

کَیصِوأُ

ءِادَأَوَ دِوجُُّسلا  لِوطُوَ  هِدَابَعِْلاوَ  عِرَوَْلاوَ  اللهِا  يوَْقتَِب 

اَنءَاجَ اذَهَِبفَ  .رِاوَجِْلا  نِسْحُوَ  ثِیدِحَْلا  قِدْصِوَ  هَِنامَلأَا 

اودُوعُوَ مْکُرِِئاشَعَ  یِف  اوُلصِ  .هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٌَّمحَُم ،

لاَوَ اًنْیزَ  انََل  اوُنوکُوَ  مْکُزَِئانَجَ ، اودُهَشْاوَ  مْکُاضَرْمَ 

اَنوضُِّغبَُت لاَوَ  سِاَّنلا  یَلإِ  اَنوُبِّبحَ  .اًنْیشَ  انَْیلَعَ  اوُنوکُتَ 
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َّلکُ اَّنعَ  اوعُفَدْاوَ  هٍَّدوَمَ  َّلکُ  انَْیَلإِ  اوُّرجُفَ  مْهِْیَلإِ ،

.ٍّرشَ

I command you to fear

Allah, relinquish prohibitions, abide by devotional acts, prostrate yourself

as long as you can, fulfill your trusts, tell only the truth and treat your

neighbor kindly. This is exactly what has been brought to us by

Muhammad—peace be upon him and his Household. Build up good relations with

the members of your tribes. Visit the sick among them. Attend their funeral

ceremonies. Represent us excellently (before others) and do not create a bad

opinion of us. Make us beloved by people and do not make them upset at us. Attract

(to us all love and repel from us every evil.(2

p: 74

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:399, H. 3 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:400, H. 8 - - 2
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C. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) highlighted the importance of their followers acting as excellent
examples in Muslim communities so that they would be objects of others’ attention,
sources of trustworthiness and reliability, the worthiest of keeping the trusts of

.others, and the persons people refer to for solving problems and judging disputes

:According to a valid tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

اللهِاوَ

هِلَیِبقَْلا یِف  نُوکُیَ  نَاکَ  لَجَُّرلا  َّنأَ  مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ  یِبأَ ، یِنَثَّدحََل 

هَِنامَلأَِل مْهُادَآ  اهَنَْیزَ ؛ نُوکُیَفَ  مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ ، هِعَیشِ  نِْم 

.مْهُعُِئادَوَوَ مْهُایَاصَوَ  هِْیَلإِ  ثِیدِحَْلِل ، مْهُقَدَصْأَوَ  قِوقُحُْلِل  مْهُاضَْقأَوَ 

هَِنامَلأَِل اَنادَآ  هَُّنإ  نٍلاُف ؟ لُْثِم  نْمَ  لُوقُتَفَ : هُْنعَ  هُرَیشِعَْلا  لُأَسُْت 

.ثِیدِحَْلِل انَُقدَصْأَوَ 

I swear by Allah, my

father (‘a) told me that a Shi`ite in a clan would be the best of its

,individuals, the most trustworthy, the most observant of the rights of others

and the most honest. The other individuals of that clan would always keep

their wills and trusts with him and when they were asked about him, they

would answer that he was unmatched among them: the most upright and the most

(honest.(1

p: 75

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:399 H. 2. More details of this topic will be cited - - 1
in the sixth book of this series, which deals with the relationships of the virtuous

.community
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Caution in Propagating the True Faith

The second general policy adopted by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) was caution and vigilance in
propagating the true beliefs of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a),(1) including issues of loyalty to the
Holy Imams (‘a), religious referential authority, doctrines, distinctive features of the

.Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), the duties of Muslims towards them, etc

The traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) demonstrate that the purpose behind
adopting this policy of caution is to guarantee the security and protect the individuals
of this community. Making a comparison between the advantages of inviting people to
true faith and guiding them to the true path on the one hand and forbidding the
divulgence of doctrinal secrets and the perils ensuing from such propagation when
conditions are not appropriate or when this causes divulgence of a doctrinal secret on
the other, the Holy Imams (‘a) said they would prefer banning propagation and

.postponing growth, leaving dissemination to its natural course

:Shaykh al-Saduq has recorded the following authenticated tradition

Muhammad ibn `«sa has reported that he read the following in `Ali ibn Hilal’s message

to Imam al-Riza (‘a): It has been reported from your fathers that they warned you
against debating on religious affairs. However, some of your followers (theologians)
interpreted this warning to be exclusively meant for those who are deficient in this

field and believed those who could do it adeptly were excluded

p: 76

Previous discussion has been made regarding this topic along with some - - 1
.traditions supporting the idea
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?” from this warning. Is this interpretation accurate or not

:The Imam (‘a) replied

نُسِحْمُْلا

نِْم رُبَکْأَ  هُمَْثإ  َّنإِفَ  هِیِف ، مَُّلکَتَیَ  نِسِحْمُْلا لاَ  رُْیغَوَ 

.هِعِْفَن

Both, those who are

.inexperienced and those who can debate adeptly are included in this ban

(Verily, its sin is greater than its advantage.(1

To explain, the Imam (‘a) said that even though there were advantages in
propagating the true faith, the political and psychological circumstances were at that

.time inappropriate; therefore, the drawbacks would be greater than the advantages

According to another acceptably reported (hasan) tradition,(2) hamran has reported
:that the following dialogue was conducted between Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and himself

?hamran: May I ask you something that Allah may lead you to more success

.The Imam: Yes, you may

hamran: I now practice an approach quite opposite to my previous approach! I used
to visit countries and invite one or two men or women to my faith and then Almighty

.Allah would save whomever He willed. Now, I can no longer invite anybody

The Imam: What harms you if you leave people to their Lord? Whomever Almighty

Allah decides to bring out of darkness into the light shall be so brought. To make sure
of

p: 77
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:457, H. 26 - - 1
A hadith is classified as hasan when it is reported by an Imami-Shi`ite reporter - - 2
whose faith has been praised in such a manner that is acceptable by rational people

.although none has decided him as trustworthy or as faithless or deviant
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.one’s receptiveness is better than casting (your faith) onto another arbitrarily

hamran: Please, tell me about the interpretation of Almighty Allah’s saying, “And
(” whoever keeps it (i.e. a soul) alive, it is as though he kept alive all men. (5:32

The Imam: To keep a soul alive is to save it from burning or drowning… However, its
most profound interpretation is to invite an individual to the true faith and a positive

(response is received.(1

Al-Fuzayl has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “May we invite people to this
(?” matter (i.e. faith

:The Imam answered

ایَ

رَمَأَ اًرْیخَ  دٍْبعَِب  دَارَأَ  اذَإِ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ  لُْیضَُف ،

اًعِئاطَ رِْملأَا  اذَهَ  یِف  هُلَخَدْأَ  یَّتحَ  هِقُِنعُِب  ذَخَأَفَ  اًکلَمَ 

.اًهرِاکَ وْأَ 

O Fuzayl, if Almighty

Allah intends to do (the) favor (of true guidance) to a servant (of His), He

orders an angel to grasp him by the neck and forcefully put him in this

(matter, willingly or unwillingly.(2

:Kulayb ibn Mu`awiyah al-Saydawi has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him

مْکُاَّیإِ

تَکََن اًرْیخَ  دٍْبعَِب  دَارَأَ  اذَإِ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهَا ، َّنإِ  سَاَّنلاوَ !

وَْل .هُُبُلطْیَوَ  کَِلذَِل  لُوجُیَ  وَهُوَ  هُکَرَتَفَ  هًتَکَْن  هِِبْلقَ  یِف 
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، اللهُا بَهَذَ  ثُْیحَ  انَْبهَذَ  مُْتْلُق : سَاَّنلا  مُُتمَّْلکَ  اذَإِ  مْکَُّنأَ 

اَنرْتَخْإوَ اًدَّمحَُم  اللهُا  رَاتَخْإِ  اللهُا ؛ هُرَاتَخْإ  نِمَ  اَنرْتَخْاوَ 

.هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٍَّمحَُم ، لَآ 

(Beware of (inviting

people (to your faith)! Verily, if Almighty Allah intends to do (the) favor

of true guidance) to a servant (of His), He casts something in his heart and)

leaves him go after it from place to place and seek it…It would be better for

,you if you say, while replying to those who blame you for choosing this sect

We have moved towards those whom Almighty Allah preferred and we chose them“

whom Almighty Allah has chosen. Almighty Allah has chosen Muhammad (s) and we

(have chosen Muhammad’s Household (‘a).”(3

p: 78

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:446-447, H. 1 - - 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:449, H. 1 - - 2
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:449, H. 1 - - 3
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:Thabit ibn Sa`id has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him

ایَ

اوعُدْتَ لاَوَ  .سِاَّنلا  نِعَ  اوُّفکُ  سِاَّنلِلوَ ؟ مْکَُل  امَ  تُِباَث ،

لَهْأَوَ ءِامََّسلا  لَهْأَ  َّنأَ  وَْل  اللهِاوَفَ  مْکُرِْمأَ ، یَلإ  اًدحَأَ 

امَ اللهُا  هُادَهَ  اًدْبعَ  اوُّلضُِی  نْأَ  یلَعَ  اوعُمَتَجْإ  ضِرْلأَا 

نُْباوَ یخِأَ  مْکُدُحَأَ : لُوقُیَ  لاَوَ  سِاَّنلا ، نِعَ  اوُّفکُ  .اوعُاطَتَسْإ 

اًرْیخَ دٍْبعَِب  دَارَأَ  اذَإِ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهَا ، َّنإفَ  .يرِاجَوَ  یِّمعَ 

رٍکَْنمُِب لاَوَ  هُفَرَعَ ، َّلاإِ  فٍورُْعمَِب  عُمَسْیَ  لاَفَ  هُحَورُ ، بََّیطَ 

اهَِب عُمَجْیَ  هًمَِلکَ  هِِبْلقَ  یِف  اللهُا  فُذِْقیَ  َّمُث  .هُرَکَْنأَ  َّلاإِ 

.هُرَْمأَ

O Thabit! What do you want of people? Stop disputing with people

attempting to convince them) and do not invite them to your faith. I swear)

by Allah that if all the inhabitants of the skies and all the inhabitants of

the earth help each other to mislead a servant that Almighty Allah wants to

guide, they shall never be able to do it. Stop contending with people and do

not offer your faith to anyone even if you believe one will respond because

he is your brother, cousin, or neighbor. Verily, if Almighty Allah wants

somebody to join the truth, He will make his spirit responsive and then that

person will follow whatever good matter he encounters and reject any evil

that he encounters. Then, Almighty Allah will cast in his heart a word that determines
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(his decree.(1

p: 79

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:450, H. 3; Shaykh al-Kulayni, Al-Kafi, 2:213, H. - - 1
.2
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Ali ibn `Uqbah, on the authority of his father, has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as`
:saying

مْکُرَْمأَ اوُلعَجْإ 

نَاکَ اللهِ امَ  هَُّنإفَ  سِاَّنلِل ، هُوُلعَجْتَ  لاَوَ  اللهِا ، یَلإِ  اذَهَ 

لاَوَ ءِامََّسلا ، یَلإ  دُعَصْیَ  لاَفَ  سِاَّنلِل  نَاکَ  امَوَ  وَهُفَ اللهِ ،

َّنإ .بِْلقَْلِل  هٌضَرِمُْم  هَمَصَاخَمُْلا  َّنإِفَ  مْکُِنیدِِب ، اومُصِاخَُت 

سَاَّنلا هُرِکُْت  تَْنأَفَأَ  : } لَاَقوَ ءُاشَیَ } نْمَ  يدِـهْیَ  هََّللا  َّنکَِلوَ  تَْببَحْأَ  نْمَ  يدِـهْتَ  اَل  کََّنإِ  : } هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصـَ  هِِّیِبنَِل ، لَاقَ  َّلجـَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهَا ،
، سَاَّنلا اورُذَ  نَیِنِمؤُْم }  اوُنوکُیَ  یَّتحَ 

لِوسُرَ نْعَ  مُْتذْخَأَ  مْکَُّنإِوَ  سِاَّنلا ، نِعَ  اوذُخَأَ  سَاَّنلا  َّنإِفَ 

لاَوَ مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَوَ ، هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ،

بَتَکَ اذَإِ  لُوقُیَ : مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ  یِبأَ ، تُْعمِسَ  یِّنإِوَ  .ءَاوَسَ 

هِْیَلإِ عَرَسْأَ  نَاکَ  رِْملأَا ، اذَهَ  یِف  هُلَخِدُْی  نْأَ  دٍْبعَ  یلَعَ  اللهُا 

.هِرِکْوَ یَلإِ  رِْیَّطلا  نَِم 

Devote this matter (i.e. faith) to Almighty Allah alone and do not display

it before people. Verily, what is truly intended to Almighty Allah shall

permanently be to Him, but whatever is intended for people shall never ascend

to the heavens. Do not dispute with others in matters appertaining to your

(. faith. Verily, disputation ends in disease of the heart (spiritual disease

Almighty Allah has said to His Prophet (s), “Surely, you cannot guide whom

you love, but Allah guides whom He pleases. (28:56)” He has also said, “Will

,you then force men to become believers? (10:99)” Leave people alone. Verily
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they received from other people while you have received from Allah’s

,Messenger (s) and `Ali (‘a) and none else. Indeed, I heard my father saying

If Almighty Allah decides for someone to join this faith, he will join it“

(swifter than a bird hurrying to its nest.”(1

p: 80

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:450, H. 4 - - 1
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On the other hand, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) allowed propagation for the true faith when
they believed that there was good opportunity and positive ground available for

.people to receive it

Sulayman ibn Khalid has reported that he said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “I have some

?” relatives who usually listen to me. May I call them to this faith

:The Imam (‘a) answered

! مْعََن

{ هُرَاجَحِْلاوَ سُاَّنلا  اهَدُوُقوَ  ارًاَن  مْکُیِلهْأَوَ  مْکُسَفُْنأَ  اوُق  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ  : } هِِباتَکِ یِف  لُوقُیَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

Yes, you may. Almighty

Allah says in His Book, “O you who believe! Save yourselves and your families

(from a fire whose fuel is men and stones. (66:6

:Zayd ibn `Ali has reported the following from his ancestors

One day, someone asked the Holy Prophet (s) for guidance and the Holy Prophet (s)
:advised him, saying

کَیصِوأُ

سَاَّنلا عُدْاوَ  کَْیدَِلاوَ … صِْعتَ  لاَوَ  اًئْیشَ ، اللهِاِب  كَرِشُْت  نْأَ لاَ 

قَْتعِ کََباجَأَ  نْمَ  ِّلکُِب  کََل  َّنأَ  مْلَعْاوَ  مِلاَسْلإِا ، یَلإِ 

.بَوقُْعیَ دِْلوُ  نِْم  هٍبَقَرَ 

I advise you not to set

any partner (in godhead) with Almighty Allah. Never disobey your parents….Call

people to Islam. Be it known to you that you will win the reward of manumitting

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 815 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


a slave from the descendants of (Prophet) Jacob (‘a) for every single person

(that responds to you.(1

Abu-Basir has reported that he once asked Imam al-Baqir (‘a), “Am I permitted to call
?” people to my faith

.” The Imam (‘a) answered, “No, you are not

p: 81

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:448, H. 5 - - 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 816 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_81_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Abu-Basir further asked, “If one asks me to lead him to the true faith, will I then be
?” permitted to do so

:The Imam (‘a) answered

! مْعََن

نْإِوَ هُدْزِفَ ، كَدَازَتَسْإ  نِإِفَ  هُدْشُرْافَ ، كَدَشَرْتَسْإ  نِمَ 

.هُدْحِاجَفَ كَدَحَاجَ 

Yes. If one asks for true

guidance, you may show him. If one asks for more details, you may give them

(to him. If one does not believe you, you may reject him.(1

At another time, the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) urged their followers to
propagate the true faith after they had defined a suitable environment for its
acceptance; that is, youths who desire acquainting themselves with the truth and

.their minds and hearts are usually open to knowledge

Isma`il ibn `Abd al-Khaliq has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) asking al-
?” Ahwal, “You have come from Basrah, have you not

.Yes, I have,” answered al-Ahwal“

How do you evaluate the people’s enthusiasm towards this matter and in joining it?”“
.Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) asked

Well,” answered al-Ahwal, “There is a lack of enthusiasm. Some have joined, but they“
.” are still few

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) instructed

کَْیلَعَ

.رٍْیخَ ِّلکُ  یَلإِ  عُرَسْأَ  مْهَُّنإِفَ  ثِادَحْلأَاِب ،
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,Concentrate on the youths

(because they always hurry towards every good thing more than others do.(2

By comparing these situations and traditions with each

p: 82

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:450-451, H. 6 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:447-448, H. 4 - - 2
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other and taking into consideration the circumstances under which they traditions
were stated, we can conclude that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) set up a general policy for the
propagation of the path of Almighty Allah and true faith. This policy is established on a

:number of levels

(. i) Responsibility towards one’s family members and clan (i.e. the private circle)

ii) Full acquaintance with the person to whom the invitation is being extended. To put )
.in simpler words, it is necessary that those persons are receptive and open minded

iii) Availability of suitable political and social security that assures protection of the)
virtuous community against potential injuries that could arise from rashness in
propagation through examination of the circumstances exactly and accurately so as
to avoid missing the opportunity to procure the common interests of Muslims, lead
them to true guidance, and seek Almighty Allah’s nearness through acts of

(propagation.(1

p: 83

In a coming discussion, we will discuss in detail the promulgational aspect of this - - 1
.topic
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Policy of Centralization

The third measure adopted by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) for ensuring the security of the
virtuous community was that they sternly instructed their followers not to respond
imprudently to the calls of those who claimed reformation or revolution against
adverse political and social conditions unless they received affirmation for such calls
from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) directly or when the reformative movement was personally

(. undertaken by the promised Imam of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

This is because many so-called reformists have wicked intentions and their main goal
is to come to power or achieve personal or illegitimate gains. Past examples of this
include the `Abbasids who called for revolution against the Umayyad dynasty and
some hasanid movements at their outset, which were led by Muhammad, the
innocent souled (dhu’l-nafs al-zakiyyah), and his brother Ibrahim (the sons of
`Abdullah al-Mahz ibn al-hasan al-Muthanna ibn al-hasan (‘a) ibn `Ali ibn Abi-Talib

((. (‘a

Other reformists may have been sincere in their intentions but were incapable of
identifying political conditions because they lacked familiarity with the circumstances

surrounding the situation, or they based their uprisings on foundations that seemed

.sound but were actually restricted to their adopters only

Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has quoted al-Mu`alla ibn Khunays to have narrated the
:following

I carried the letters of `Abd al-Salam ibn Na`im, Sadir, and many others from our
companions to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) at

p: 84
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the time of the uprising of the Musawwidah(1) and just before the victory of the
`Abbasids. These letters carried their determination to give power to Imam al-Sadiq

:(‘a). The Imam threw these letters down violently and said

! ٍّفأُ

امََّنإِ هَُّنأَ  نَومُلَْعیَ  امَأَ  .مٍامَإِِب  ءِلاَؤُهَِل  اَنأَ  امَ  ٍّفأُ !

؟ َّیِنایَْفُّسلا لُُتْقیَ 

Ugh! Ugh! I am not the

Imam of these. Do they not know that the Imam who shall undertake this matter

(will kill al-Sufyani beforehand?(2

In an authentic tradition reported by Shaykh al-Kulayni in his book of al-Kafi, al-`Ays
:ibn al-Qasim has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

مْکُْیلَعَ

اللهِاوَفَ مْکُسِفُْنلأَِ ، اورُظُْناوَ  هَُل ، کَیرِشَ  هُدَحْوَ لاَ  اللهِا  يوَْقتَِب 

لاًجُرَ دَجَوَ  اذَإِفَ  یعِاَّرلا ، اهَیِف  مُنَغَْلا  هَُل  نُوکُیََل  لَجَُّرلا  َّنإِ 

کَِلذَِب ءُیجِیَوَ  هُجُرِخُْی  اهَیِف  وَهُ  يذَِّلا  نَِم  هِمِنَغَِب  مُلَعْأَ  وَهُ 

اللهِاوَ .اهَیِف  نَاکَ  يذَِّلا  نَِم  هِمِنَغَِب  مُلَعْأَ  وَهُ  يذَِّلا  لِجَُّرلا 

َّمُث اهَِب  بُِّرجَُی  هٍدَحِاوَِب  لُِتاقَُی  نِاسَْفَن  مْکُدِحَلأَِ  تَْناکَ  وَْل 

نْکَِلوَ اهََل ، نَابَتَسْا  دِقَ  امَ  یلَعَ  لُمَْعتَ  هًیَِقاَب  يرَخْلأُا  تَِناکَ 

مُْتْنأَفَ .هَُبوَّْتلا  تِبَهَذَ  اللهِاوَ  دْقَفَ  تْبَهَذَ  اذَإِ  هٌدَحِاوَ  سٌْفَن  هَُل 

اورُظُْنافَ اَّنِم  تٍآ  مْکُاتَأَ  نْإِ  .مْکُسِفُْنلأَِ  اورُاتَخْتَ  نْأَ  ُّقحَأَ 

اًدْیزَ َّنإِفَ  دٌْیزَ ، جَرَخَ  اوُلوقُتَ  لاَوَ  نَوجُرُخْتَ ، ءٍیْشَ  ِّيأَ  یلَعَ 

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 821 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_85_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_85_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


مْکُاعَدَ امََّنإِوَ  هِسِْفَن ، یَلإِ  مْکُعُدْیَ  مَْلوَ  اًقودُصَ  نَاکَوَ  اًمِلاعَ  نَاکَ 

رَهَظَ وَْلوَ  .هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٍَّمحَُم ، لِآ  نِْم  اضَِّرلا  یَلإِ 

.هُضَقُْنیَِل عٍمِتَجُْم  نٍاطَْلسُ  یَلإِ  جَرَخَ  امََّنإِ  .هِْیَلإِ  مْکُاعَدَ  امَِب  یفَوََل 

نِْم اضَِّرلا  یَلإِ  مْکُوعُدْیَ  ءٍیْشَ  ِّيأَ  یَلإِ  مَوْیَْلا  اَّنِم  جُرِاخَْلافَ 

مْکُدُهِشُْن نُحْنَفَ  مََّلسَوَ ، هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٍَّمحَُم ، لِآ 

، دٌحَأَ هُعَمَ  سَْیَلوَ  مَوْیَْلا  انَیصِْعیَ  وَهُوَ  هِِب  یضَرَْن  انَسَْل  اَّنأَ 

اَّنِم عَمَسُْی  نْأَ لاَ  رُدَجْأَ  هُیَوِْللأَاوَ  تُایَاَّرلا  تَِناکَ  اذَإِ  وَهُوَ 

َّلاإِ مْکُُبحِاصَ  امَ  اللهِاوَفَ  هُعَمَ ، هَمَطِافَ  وُنَب  تْعَمَتَجْإ  نِمَ  َّلاإِ 

، اللهِا مِسْإ  یلَعَ  اوُلِبْقأَفَ  بُجَرَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ  .هِْیلَعَ  اوعُمَتَجْإ  نِمَ 

مُْتْببَحْأَ نْإِوَ  رَْیضَ ، لاَفَ  نَابَْعشَ  یَلإِ  اورَُّخأَتَتَ  نْأَ  مُْتْببَحْأَ  نْإِوَ 

مْکُافَکَوَ مْکَُل ، يوَْقأَ  نُوکُیَ  کَِلذَ  َّلعَلَفَ  مْکُیِلاهَأَ  یِف  اوُموصُتَ  نْأَ 

.هًمَلاَعَ ِّیِنایَْفُّسلاِب 

Adhere to fear of Almighty Allah, the One, without setting any partner

with him and decide for yourselves. I swear by Allah, an owner of a flock of

sheep who has hired a shepherd must definitely dismiss his shepherd and

appoint another if he finds that the latter is more skilled in shepherding

his sheep than the earlier. Similarly, if you were to have two souls, you

might have used one as a trial and then directed your second soul according

,to the trial of the first. However, you have only one soul. If it expires

the opportunity to repent will definitely expire, too. So, you must decide for
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yourselves. If one belonging to our community comes to you and invites you to

.an uprising, you must first of all consider the reason for which you would rise

Do not put forward the uprising of Zayd as your excuse! Verily, Zayd was

;knowledgeable and honest. He did not call you to accept him as your leader

rather, he called you to revolt for the sake of attaining the pleasure of

Muhammad’s Household (‘a). Had he succeeded (in his revolution), he would

have certainly fulfilled his pledge and the slogan to which he had called

.you. However, he rose up against a well-fortified power trying to demolish it

(Now, if anyone from our community revolts and invites you (to his revolution

raising the slogan of attaining the pleasure of Muhammad’s Household (‘a), we

call you (all) to bear witness that we do not approve of such a person

because he is disobeying us and none (of us) stands with him. When

different) pennons and standards are raised, the followers must most)

.worthily listen to us and obey only him whom all descendants of Fatimah (‘a) join

By Allah, the one to lead you (i.e. the promised Imam) is only the one whom

all these descendants join unanimously. When (the month of) Rajab falls, you

may gather in the Name of Allah. If you wish, you may postpone it to Sha`ban—there

is no objection in this. If you even wish to spend the month of fasting with

your families, this may be better for you. The advent of al-Sufyani will be a

(sufficient sign for you.(3
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p: 85

Musawwidah (the black-dressed revolutionaries) indicates the rebels who - - 1
mutinied against the Umayyad dynasty before the `Abbasids came to power, calling

.for the rulership of `Abbasids such as Abu-Muslim al-Khurasani
Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:37-38, H. 8. The Imam (‘a) intends to say that - - 2
the Imam of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) who would ‘undertake the matter’ would come after
the killing of al-Sufyani (one from the descendants of Sufyan), and this had not yet

(. happened. Therefore, the promised Imam was not Imam al-Sadiq (‘a
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:35-36, H. 1 - - 3
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Similar to this tradition, Shaykh al-Saduq, in his book `Ilal al-Shara'i`, has reported
that al-`Ays ibn al-Qasim, through a valid chain of authority, heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)

:saying

اوقَُّتإ

.مُْتْنأَ اهََل  رَظََن  نْمَ  َّقحَأَ  َّنإِفَ  مْکُسِفُْنلأَِ ، اورُظُْناوَ  اللهَا 

، اهَِب بََّرجَوَ  امَهُادَحْإِ  مََّدقَفَ  نِاسَْفَن  مْکُدِحَلأَِ  نَاکَ  وَْل 

هٌدَحِاوَ سٌْفَن  اهََّنکَِلوَ  نَاکَ ، يرَخْلأُاِب  هََبوَّْتلا  لَبَْقتَسْإ 

تٍآ اَّنِم  مْکُاتَأَ  نْإِ  .هَُبوَّْتلا  تِبَهَذَ  اللهِاوَ  دْقَفَ  تْبَهَذَ  اذَإِ 

اَّنأَ لاَ مْکُدُهِشُْن  نُحْنَفَ  اَّنِم  اضَِّرلا  یَلإِ  مْکُوَعُدْیَِل 

فَْیکَفَ .هُدَحْوَ  وَهُوَ  مَوْیَْلا  انَعُیطُِی  هَُّنإِ لاَ  .یضَرَْن 

؟ مُلاَعْلأَاوَ تُایَاَّرلا  تِعَفَتَرْإ  اذَإِ  انَعُیطُِی 

Fear Allah and decide for

yourselves. Those worthiest to choose for you are youselves. If you were to have

two souls, you might have used one as trial and used the other for repenting

according to the result of the trial of the first. However, there is only one

soul. If it expires, repentance will definitely expire, too. If one from us

comes to you raising the slogan of attaining the pleasure of Muhammad’s

Household (‘a), we now call you (all) to witness that we do not accept such a

person because he has not obeyed us—he is alone; how then can he obey us when

(different pennons and standards will be raised?(1

p: 87
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:38, H. 10 - - 1
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In conclusion, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) believed that the decision to participate in an armed

struggle, be it for conquest(1) or against an unjust ruling authority, must be
centralized and under the direct personal authority of the Holy Imams (‘a). This is
because such participation is related to the security of the virtuous community as a

whole and might expose the interests and existence of the

p: 88

According to a tradition that is validly reported from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), `Abbad al- - 1
Basri met Imam `Ali Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) on his way to Makkah and said, “O `Ali, you
have abandoned jihad and escaped its difficulty and come to hajj and its easiness.
Almighty Allah says, “Surely, Allah has bought of the believers their persons and their
property so that they shall have Paradise. They fight in Allah's way, so they slay and
are slain. This is a promise which is binding on Him in the Torah and the Gospel and
the Qur'an. And who is more faithful to his covenant than Allah? Rejoice therefore in
the pledge, which you have made, and that is the mighty achievement. (9:111)” Imam

Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) commented, “You may recite what comes next.” So, the man

recited, “They who turn to Allah, who serve Him, who praise Him, who fast, who bow
down, who prostrate themselves, who enjoin what is good and forbid what is evil, and
who keep the limits of Allah. Give good news to the believers. (9:112)” The Imam thus
commented, “If we find persons demonstrating these characteristics, we will
definitely leave hajj and perform jihad with them.” Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah

.12:32-33, H. 3. You may also refer to H. 1 2 of the same page
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community to danger. In addition, such a decision must be very accurate for it may

expose participants (in such armed rebellion or struggle) to religious, moral and
.mortal danger

Al-husayn ibn Khalid in a validly reported tradition has reported that he said to Imam

al-Riza (‘a), “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! There is a tradition reported by
.” `Abdullah ibn Bukayr on the authority of `Ubayd ibn Zurarah

(. What is it?” asked the Imam (‘a“

Al-husayn said, “`Ubayd ibn Zurarah has reported that he met Abu-`Abdullah (‘a)
(Imam al-Sadiq) in the same year of the uprising of Ibrahim ibn `Abdullah ibn al-
hasan and asked him, ‘May Allah accept me as ransom for you! This man has
composed verses and is inciting people to join him. What is your instruction in this

?’ regard

:The Imam (‘a) said

اوقَُّتإ

.ضُرْلأَاوَ ءُامََّسلا  تِنَکَسَ  امَ  اوُنکُسْاوَ  اللهَا 

Fear Almighty Allah and do

.not make any move as long as the heavens and the earth are settling down

On receiving this instruction, `Abdullah ibn Bukayr said, ‘If `Ubayd ibn Zurarah is“
!’” honest, there will be no advent of an Imam and no uprising

:Imam al-Riza (‘a) explained

َّنإِ

دُْبعَ هَُلَّوأَتَ  امَ  یلَعَ  سَْیَلوَ  دٌْیبَعُ ، هُاوَرَ  امَ  یلَعَ  ثَیدِحَْلا 

، مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَ  اللهِا ، دِْبعَ  وُبأَ  ینَعَ  امََّنإِ  .رٍْیکَُب  نُْب  اللهِا 
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مِسْإِب ءِادَِّنلا  نَِم  ءُامََّسلا " تِنَکَسَ  امَ   " هِِلوْقَِب

.شِْیجَْلاِب فِسْخَْلا  نَِم  ضُرْلأَا " تِنَکَسَ  امَ  وَ" کَِبحِاصَ ،

The tradition is true, as

exactly as what `Ubayd narrated, but its interpretation is not like what `Abdullah

has understood. Abu-`Abdullah (‘a) meant that you may keep silent as long as

the heavens had not yet released its call with the name of your companion

i.e. the promised Imam) and as long as the earth had not yet swallowed the)

(army.(1

p: 89

(. Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:39-40, H. 14 (in the margin - - 1
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Zarr ibn hubaysh has reported that Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a),
delivered a speech at al-Nahrawan (or during the Battle of al-Nahrawan) in which he

:said

َّنإِ

.تْهََّبشَ تْلَبَْقأَ  اذَإِ  هَنَْتفِْلا 

Verily, when sedition

(. comes (upon you), it will cause you to confuse (right with wrong

The Imam (‘a) then referred to the coming seditions. When he finished, a man stood
?” up and said, “O Commander of the Faithful, what should the people of that time do

:The Imam (‘a) answered

اورٌظُْنأُ

نِإِوَ اودُِبْلافَ ، اودُِبَل  نْإِفَ  مْکُِّیِبَن ، تِْیَب  لِهْأَ  یَلإِ 

مْهُوقُِبتَسْتَ لاَوَ  اورُجَؤُْت ، مْهُورُصُْنافَ  مْکُوخُرَصْتَسْإ 

.هَُّیِلبَْلا مُکُعُرَصْتَفَ 

You may observe the

Household of your Prophet (s); if they hide, you should hide, but if they

call for your aid, you must then support them that you may be rewarded. Never

embark upon a deed before they order it; lest you will be knocked out by

.tribulations

The Imam (‘a) then foretold the coming of relief at the advent of the Patron of the
(Matter (i.e. Imam al-Mahdi).(1
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In the aforementioned traditions, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) mentioned certain issues and
instructed regarding how to take political positions towards these issues. Some

p: 90

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:41, H. 17 - - 1
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oppositionists rebelled against ruling authorities and claimed Imamate or being the
promised and expected Imam of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), such as when people illusively
thought that Muhammad ibn `Abdullah (dhu’l-nafs al-zakiyyah) was the promised

Imam. Therefore, the Holy Imams (‘a) explained that such claims were baseless and it
was unacceptable to respond to them and that any banner (i.e. political movement)
founded on such false claims would certainly represent false deities that were

.worshipped in the place of Almighty Allah

Thus, all these traditions confirm absolute impermissibility to participate in such
reformative actions made before the advent of the Rising Imam (the Mahdi) in
addition to other traditions which emphasize the duty of waiting in anticipation of the
advent of the Rising Imam because it is futile to rise up or revolt before that since all

.such revolutions will inevitably end up in failure

:Imam `Ali Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) is reported to have said

، اللهِاوِ

هُُلثَمَ نَاکَ  َّلاإِ  مِِئاقَْلا  جِورُخُ  لَْبقَ  اَّنِم  دٌحَأَ  جُرُخْیَ  لاَ 

، هُاحَانَجَ يَوِتَسْیَ  نْأَ  لَْبقَ  هِرِکْوَ  نِْم  رَاطَ  خٍرْفَ  لَثَمَ 

.هِِب اوُثبَعَفَ  نُایَْبِّصلا  هُذَخَأَفَ 

By Allah I swear, any one of us who stages a revolution before the advent of the
Rising Imam will most

certainly be like a nestling that leaves its nest before its wings are

(grown-up enough to fly, so boys take it and play with it.(1

:Sadir has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have said to him

p: 91

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:36, H. 2 - - 1
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نِْم اًسْلحِ  نْکُوَ  کَتَْیَب ، مْزَْلإِ  رُیدِسَ ، ایَ 

کَغَلََب اذَإِفَ  رُاهََّنلاوَ ، لُْیَّللا  نَکَسَ  امَ  نْکُسْاوَ  هِسِلاَحْأَ ،

.کَِلجْرِ یلَعَ  وَْلوَ  انَْیَلإِ  لْحَرْافَ  جَرَخَ  دْقَ  َّیِنایَْفُّسلا  َّنأَ 

O Sadir, stick to your house, as if you are one of its rugs, and keep still as

long as day and night keep still. If you are informed that al-Sufyani has

(risen, then you must come to us, even if you have to come on foot.(1

According to an authentic tradition, Abu-Basir has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as
:saying

ُّلکُ

دُبَْعُی تٌوغُاطَ  اهَُبحِاصَفَ  مِِئاقَْلا  مِایَِق  لَْبقَ  عُفَرُْت  هٍیَارَ 

.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا ، نِودُ  نِْم 

As for every standard

,i.e. political movement) that is raised before the advent of the Rising Imam)

(its bearer is (like) a deity that is worshipped in place of Almighty Allah.(2

It is, however, necessary to understand these traditions in context with other
traditions which have explained and clarified this matter along with details of the
surrounding circumstances. In fact, some traditions have excepted certain political
movements and even invoked Almighty Allah’s mercy upon their leaders, because
they had not invited people to follow them as if they were an Imam—as an example

the previously mentioned tradition of al-`Ays ibn al-Qasim about the movement of
.Zayd ibn `Ali

Confirming and shedding light on this meaning, Shaykh al-Saduq, in his book of `Uyun
Akhbar al-Riza, has reported the following narration on the authority of Ibn Abi-
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:`Abdun on the authority of his father

When Zayd ibn Musa ibn Ja`far revolted in Basrah and set

p: 92

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:37, H. 3 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:37, H. 6 - - 2
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the homes of the `Abbasids on fire, they took him to Ma'mun. Ma'mun forgave him on
behalf of his brother `Ali ibn Musa al-Riza (‘a) and told the Imam, “If your brother has
revolted and has done this and that, so also did Zayd ibn `Ali before him and was
killed. If you did not have the rank before me that you now have, I would have killed

.” him because what he has done is not negligible

:Imam al-Riza (‘a) said

ایَ

یٍِلعَ نِْب  دِْیزَ  یَلإِ  اًدْیزَ  یخِأَ  سْقِتَ  لا  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا ، رَیِمأَ 

بَضِغَ دٍَّمحَُم  لِآ  ءِامَلَعُ  نِْم  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِفَ  مُلاَّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 

هِِلیِبسَ یِف  لَِتُق  یَّتحَ  هُءَادَعْأَ  دَهَاجَفَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  هَِّلِل 

هَُّنأَ مُلاَّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  رٍفَْعجَ  نُْب  یسَوُم  یِبأَ  یِنَثَّدحَ  دْقََلوَ 

اًدْیزَ یِّمعَ  هَُّللا  مَحِرَ  لُوقُیَ  دٍَّمحَُم  نَْب  رَفَْعجَ  هُاَبأَ  عَمِسَ 

امَِب یفَوََل  رَفِظَ  وَْلوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  لِآ  نِْم  اضَِّرلا  یَلإِ  اعَدَ  هَُّنإِ 

ِّمعَ ایَ  هَُل  تُْلقُفَ  هِجِورُخُ  یِف  یِنرَاشَتَسْا  دِقَوَ  هِْیَلإِ ، اعَدَ 

کََنأْشَفَ هِسَانَکُْلاِب  بَوُلصْمَْلا  لَوُتْقمَْلا  نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  تَیضِرَ  نْإِ 

عَمِسَ نْمَِل  لٌْیوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  نُْب  رُفَْعجَ  لَاقَ  یَّلوَ  اَّملَفَ 

.هُْبجُِی مْلَفَ  هُُتیَعِاوَ 

O Commander of the Faithful, do not compare my brother with Zayd ibn

Ali. Zayd was one of the scholars from the Household of Muhammad (s) and he`

was angry for the sake of the Honorable and Exalted God. He fought with the

enemies of God until he was killed following His path. My father Musa ibn
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Ja`far (‘a) narrated to me that he had heard his father Ja`far ibn

Muhammad (‘a) saying, ‘May Allah have mercy upon my uncle Zayd. He invited

the people to attain pleasure of Muhammad’s Household (‘a). He would have

fulfilled what he said if he had become victorious. He consulted with me

about his uprising and I told him, ‘O uncle, do it if you are pleased with

being killed and your corpse being hung up from the gallows in the district

of al-Kunnasah.’ After Zayd left, Imam al-Sadiq said, “Woe be to those who

!’ hear his call but do not help him

Then, Ma'mun asked, “O Abu’l-hasan! Have there not been traditions blaming those
who unrightfully claim to be the

p: 93
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(?” Divine Leaders (i.e. Imams

:Imam al-Riza (‘a) answered

َّنإِ

ٍّقحَِب هَُل  سَْیَل  امَ  عَِّدیَ  مَْل  مُلاَّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  یٍِلعَ  نَْب  دَْیزَ 

یَلإِ مْکُوعُدْأَ  لَاقَ  هَُّنإِ  كَاذَ  نِْم  هَِّلِل  یقَْتأَ  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِوَ 

یعَِّدیَ نْمَ  یِف  ءَاجَ  امَ  ءَاجَ  امََّنإِوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  لِآ  نِْم  اضَِّرلا 

هَِّللا نِیدِ  رِْیغَ  یَلإِ  وعُدْیَ  َّمُث  هِْیلَعَ  َّصَن  هََّللا  َّنأَ 

نَّْمِم هَِّللاوَ  دٌْیزَ  نَاکَوَ  مٍْلعِ  رِْیغَِب  هِِلیِبسَ  نْعَ  ُّلضِیَوَ 

… مْکُابتَجْا وَهُ  هِدِاهجِ  َّقحَ  هَِّللا  یِف  اودُهِاجوَ  هِیَلآْا : هِذِهَِب  بَطِوخُ 

Zayd did not make any such

unrightful claims. He was too pious to do so. He invited the people to attain

the pleasure of Muhammad’s Household (‘a). Those traditions are about the

people who claim that Allah has appointed them as leaders by name and then

invite the people to a religion other than Allah’s and mislead the people so

as to cause them to stray off the way of Allah. I swear by Allah that Zayd

was one of those addressed by the following verse: ‘Strive in His cause as

(you ought to strive. He has chosen you…’(1

Evidently, this tradition indicates that condemnation of revolt by the Holy Imams (‘a) is
meant for those who, when calling to revolt, claim Imamate or divinely commissioned

.leadership of the Muslim nation

There are also other traditions admiring the revolutionary movement of husayn ibn
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`Ali ibn al-hasan al-Muthallath ibn al-hasan al-Muthanna ibn al-hasan (‘a) ibn `Ali ibn
Abi-Talib (‘a), known as Sahib Fakhkh, whose martyrdom was predicted and praised
by the Holy Prophet (s) as well as other Holy Imams, such as Imam al-Baqir (‘a), as is

reported by

p: 94

Shaykh al-Saduq, `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza 2:225-226, H. 1. (The translation of this - - 1
tradition is quoted from Dr. `Ali Peiravi’s translation of `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza;

.( published by Ansariyan Publications – 2006
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.Abu’l-Faraj al-Isfahani, in his book of Maqatil al-Talibiyyin

According to the same reference book the allegiance to Sahib Fakhkh was as follows:
“I swear allegiance to you that I will abide by Almighty Allah’s Book and His
Messenger’s traditions (Sunnah), and that only Allah is to be obeyed and never

(.” disobeyed and I call on you to attain the pleasure of Muhammad’s Household (‘a

Moreover, the revolt of Sahib Fakhkh and Yahya ibn `Abdullah was preceded by a
.consultation with Imam Musa al-Kazim (‘a), as affirmed by the rebels themselves

Abu’l-Faraj has also reported the following narration on the authority of a number of
:his trustworthy reporters

When the `Abbasids were able to extinguish the revolution of Sahib Fakhkh, they
beheaded him and his allies and brought their heads before Musa ibn `«sa, the
`Abbasid senior authority. A group of the descendants of Imam hasan (‘a) and Imam

husayn (‘a) witnessed the scene. Musa ibn `«sa addressed Imam Musa al-Kazim (‘a)
?” saying, “This is the head of husayn (i.e. Sahib Fakhkh), is it not

:The Imam (‘a) answered

.نَوعُجِارَ هِْیَلإِ  اَّنإِوَ  اَّنإِ اللهِ  مْْعَن !

اًیهِاَن فِورُْعمَْلاِب  اًرِمآ  اًماَّوصَ  اًحِلاصَ  اًمِلسُْم  اللهِاوَ ، یضَمَ ،

.هُُلْثِم هِِتْیَب  لِهْأَ  یِف  نَاکَ  امَ  .رِکَْنمُْلا  نِعَ 

Yes, it is. We are Allah’s and unto Him shall we return. By Allah I

,swear, he has passed away as a Muslim: righteous, observant of much fasting

enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong. His like has not existed among

.the members of his household

(The `Abbasid ruler could not answer the Imam (‘a).(1
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p: 95

Refer to Al-Mamuqani, Tanqih al-Maqal 1:337, biography of al-husayn ibn `Ali - - 1
(Sahib Fakhkh). In this reference book, the author displays all the narrations reported
on this matter and then compares them with each other, concluding the same results

.that we have cited earlier
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Blank

p: 96
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Observance of Level of Toleration

The fourth measure adopted by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) to ensure the security of the
virtuous community was the observance of the maximum degree of toleration and
readiness to keep doctrinal secrets and details. In plain words, the Holy Imams (‘a)
investigated the capability of each individual for keeping the secrets of the virtuous
community, based on the reality that the individuals of this community were of
various psychological and spiritual levels regarding their capability to stand burdens
and pressures, abide by their covenants and pledges, keep secrets, comprehend the
intellectual and doctrinal contents of such secrets, and exercise self-discipline.

.Accordingly, it is essential to deal with each individual in relation to his own potential

Although all of the virtuous community are believers and share the same doctrine,
commitments, general qualifications and are equal in rights and duties, it is important

to consider the level of faith of each individual of the virtuous community concerning
readiness to abide by their duties and responsibilities and deal with them cautiously

:and carefully, so as to maintain

i) a spirit of justice and impartiality by burdening individuals with only that which they)
,can psychologically and spiritually bear

ii) firmness, progress and growth of relations among individuals, and)

.iii) security of the virtuous community)

In many of their traditions and statements, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) stressed the necessity
.of following this policy

:Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 97
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تِرَکِذُ

وَْل لَاقَفَ : مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ ، دَْنعِ  اًموْیَ  هَُّیقَِّتلا 

لُوسُرَ یخَآ  دْقَوَ  .هُلَتَقََل  نَامَْلسَ  بِْلقَ  یِف  امَ  ٍّرذَ  وُبأَ  مَِلعَ 

رِِئاسَِب کَُّنظَ  امَفَ  امَهُنَْیَب ، هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ،

؟ قِْلخَْلا

(. One day, the issue of taqiyyah was discussed before Imam `Ali (‘a

He thus commented, “Had Abu-Dharr known what was in Salman’s heart, he would

have killed him, although the Messenger of Allah (s) had concluded bonds of

(fraternity between these two. What do you think about (the situation of

(other people?(1

Expounding the doctrinal aspect of this fact in the personalities of his companions,
Imam al-Baqir (‘a), according to an authentic tradition reported from Abu-`Ubaydah

:al-hadhdha' said

، اللهِاوَ

مْهُمُتَکْأَوَ مْهُهُقَْفأَوَ  مْهُعُرَوْأَ  َّیَلإِ  یِباحَصْأَ  َّبحَأَ  َّنإِ 

يذَِّلَل مْهُتَقَْمأَوَ  لاًاحَ  يدِْنعِ  مْهُأَوَسْأَ  َّنإِوَ  .انَِثیدِحَِل 

مْلَفَ اَّنعَ  يوَرُْیوَ  انَْیَلإِ  بُسَْنُی  ثَیدِحَْلا  عَمِسَ  اذَإِ 

وَهُوَ لاَ هِِب ، نَادَ  نْمَ  رََّفکَوَ  هُدَحَجَوَ  هِیِف  َّزأَمَشْإ  هُْلبَْقیَ ،

.دَِنسْأُ انَْیَلإِوَ  جَرَخَ  اَندِْنعِ  نِْم  ثَیدِحَْلا  َّلعََل  يرِدْیَ 

.انَِتیَلاَوِ نْعَ  اًجرِاخَ  کَِلذَِب  نُوکُیَفَ 

By Allah (I swear), the

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 844 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_98_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


dearest to me among my companions are the most abstinent (from prohibitions

of Almighty Allah), the most skilled in jurisprudence (or knowledge in

general), and the most observant of concealing our secrets. The most evil of

them and the most despised by me are those who, when hearing a tradition

ascribed to us and reported from us fail to approve of it, are disgusted by

it and deny it and deem faithless those who believe it, even though they are

not actually sure whether this tradition has been said by and reported from

(us. Such persons leave the circle of loyalty to us.(2

p: 98

.Ikhtiyar Ma`rifat al-Rijal (known as Rijal al-Kashshi), 1:70 - - 1
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:223, H. 7 - - 2
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The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have also confirmed that faithful believers are of various ranks
and levels and, according to these ranks, they differ from one another in capability
and power to bear doctrinal issues. According to a validly reported tradition, Sadir has

:reported that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) addressed him as follows

؛ لَزِانَمَ یلَعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  َّنإِ 

ثٍلاََث یلَعَ  مْهُْنِموَ  نِْیتَنَْثإ  یلَعَ  مْهُْنِموَ  هٍدَحِاوَ  یلَعَ  مْهُْنِم 

مْهُْنِموَ ٍّتسِ  یلَعَ  مْهُْنِموَ  سٍمْخَ  یلَعَ  مْهُْنِموَ  عٍَبرْأَ  یلَعَ  مْهُْنِموَ 

مَْل نِْیتَْنِث  هِدَحِاوَْلا  بِحِاصَ  یلَعَ  لُمِحْتَ  تَْبهَذَ  وْلَفَ  .عٍْبسَ  یلَعَ 

ثِلاََّثلا بِحِاصَ  یلَعَوَ  وَْقیَ ، مَْل  اًثلاََث  نِْیتَْنِّثلا  بِحِاصَ  یلَعَوَ  وَْقیَ ،

یلَعَوَ وَْقیَ ، مَْل  اًسمْخَ  عَِبرْلأَا  بِحِاصَ  یلَعَوَ  وَْقیَ ، مَْل  اًعَبرْأَ 

، وَْقیَ مَْل  اًعْبسَ  ِّتِّسلا  بِحِاصَ  یلَعَوَ  وَْقیَ ، مَْل  اًّتسِ  سِمْخَْلا  بِحِاصَ 

.تِاجَرََّدلا هِذِهَ  یلَعَوَ 

Verily, faithful believers are of various ranks. Some of

,them hold one rank only, others two ranks, some three ranks, some four ranks

some five ranks, some six ranks, and some seven ranks. If you impose (an act

that cannot be done except by those who hold) two ranks upon one who has one

rank only, he will certainly fail to undertake it, and if you impose three

ranks upon one who has two only, he will fail to undertake it, and if you

,impose four ranks upon one who has three only, he will fail to undertake it

and if you impose five ranks upon one who has four only, he will fail to

undertake it, and if you impose six ranks upon one who has five only, he will
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fail to undertake it, and if you impose seven ranks upon one who has six

(only, he will fail to undertake it. So also for other ranks of faith.(1

p: 99

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi, 2:45, H. 3 - - 1
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Furthermore, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) shed light on the specifications and qualifications by
which the ranks of faithful believers can be realized and which can be adopted as
criterion for the capability to endure doctrinal issues and be trustworthy. It has been

:narrated on the authority of `Ammar ibn al-Ahwas that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

َّنإِ

ِّرِبْلا یلَعَ  مٍهُسْأَ : هِعَْبسَ  یلَعَ  نَامَیلإِا  عَضَوَ  یَلاعَتَ  اللهَا 

.مِْلحِْلاوَ مِْلعِْلاوَ  ءِافَوَْلاوَ  اضَِّرلاوَ  نِیقِیَْلاوَ  قِدِّْصلاوَ 

هُعَْبَّسلا هِذِهَ  هِیِف  لَعِجُ  نْمَفَ  .سِاَّنلا  نَْیَب  کَِلذَ  مََّسقَ  َّمُث 

، مَهَّْسلا سِاَّنلا  ضِْعبَِل  مََّسقَوَ  .لٌمِتَحُْم  لٌِماکَ  وَهُفَ  مِهُسْلأَا 

یَلإِ اوْهَتَْنإ  یَّتحَ  هََثلاََّثلا  ضٍْعبَِلوَ  نِْیمَهَّْسلا ، ضٍْعبَِلوَ 

بِحِاصَ یلَعَوَ  نِْیمَهْسَ ، مِهَّْسلا  بِحِاصَ  یلَعَ  اوُلمِحْتَ  .هٍعَْبسَ لاَ 

یَلإِ یَهِتَْنیَ  یَّتحَ  کَِلذَکَ  .مْهُوظُهَْبتَفَ  هًَثلاََث  نِْیمَهَّْسلا 

.هٍعَْبسَ

Verily, Almighty Allah has

,allocated faith in seven portions: piety, honesty, certitude, satisfaction

.loyalty, knowledge, and forbearance, and He distributes these among people

(He who gains all seven portions completely is definitely perfect (in faith

,and capable (of carrying all seven portions). Allah grants some people one portion

two portions, and three portions up to seven. Do not impose two portions of

faith upon him who has been granted one portion only nor three portions upon

,him who has been granted two portions only and so on up to seven portions
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(lest you overburden them.(1

p: 100

Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi, 2:42, H.1. Imposition of two portions of faith upon one - - 1
who has been granted one portion only, means to charge a person that has a specific
amount of faith with an act that cannot be done except by one who enjoys much more

.faith. A person of less faith would be incapable of undertaking the task
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According to another tradition, the Imam instructs his companions to investigate and
.differentiate those who claim Shi`ism

It has been narrated that one of Imam al-Sadiq’s companions visited him and said,
“May Allah accept me as ransom for you! By Allah, I love you and love whoever loves

!” you. Master, how numerous your Shi`ah are

?” The Imam (‘a) asked, “Can you mention how numerous they are

.They are many,” answered the man“

(. Can you count them?” asked the Imam (‘a“

.They are too many to be counted,” answered the man“

:The Imam (‘a) then said

امَأَ

، رَشَعَ هَعَضِْبوَ  هٍَئامُِثلاََث  هُفَوصُوْمَْلا ، هَُّدعِْلا  تِلَمُکَ  وَْل 

هُُتوْصَ ودُْعیَ  نْمَ لاَ  انَتَعَیشِ  َّنکَِلوَ  .نَودُیرُِت  يذَِّلا  نَاکَ 

لاَوَ اًیِلاغَ ، انََل  حُدَمْیَ  لاَوَ  هَُندََب ، هُؤُانَحْشَ  لاَوَ  هُعَمْسَ ،

ثُِّدحَُی لاَوَ  اًبِئاعَ ، انََل  سُِلاجَُی  لاَوَ  اًیِلاوَ ، انََل  مُصِاخَُی 

.اًّبحُِم انََل  ضُغِْبُی  لاَوَ  اًضغِْبُم ، انََل  ُّبحُِی  لاَوَ  اًبِلاَث ، انََل 

Verily, if the predicted

number is achieved, which is a few more than three hundred men, the matter that
.you desire will definitely come to pass

However, our true Shi`ah are only those whose voices do not exceed their ability

to hear (i.e., those who do not talk very loudly) and whose enmity does not
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exceed their bodies (i.e., those who suffer themselves but do not make others

suffer or impose on them). They neither praise us exaggeratively, nor quarrel

with our loyalists, nor sit with one who criticizes us, nor love one who hates

.us, nor hates one who loves us

The man asked, “What should we then do with so many Shi`ah who claim that they
?” follow the faith of Shi`ism

p: 101
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:The Imam (‘a) answered

مُهِیِف

...لُیدِْبَّتلا مُهِیِفوَ  صُیحِمَّْتلا ، مُهِیِفوَ  زُیِیمَّْتلا ،

May they be separated (the

(good from the bad) and distinguished and transformed.(1

p: 102

Abu-Zaynab al-Nu`mani, Kitab al-Ghaybah pp. 203-204; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar - - 1
.al-Anwar 68:164-165, H. 16
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: یلاعت هللا  لاق 

 ﴾ ارًیهِطْتَ مْکُرَِّهطَُیوَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  سَجِّْرلا  مْکُْنعَ  بَهِذُْیِل  هَُّللا  دُیرُِی  امََّنإِ  ﴿

Indeed Allah desires to repel all impurity from you, O People of the Household, and
(. purify you with a thorough purification. (Sūrat al-Aḥzāb 33:33

Prophetic traditions mentioned in both in Sunni and Shi‘ah authoritative reference
books of ḥadith and tafsir (exegesis of the Qur’an) have confirmed that this holy verse
was revealed to exclusively refer to the People of the Cloak [ahl al-kisā’], viz.
Muḥammad, ‘Ali, Fāṭimah, al-Ḥasan, and al-Ḥusayn (‘a) as the Ahl al-Bayt (People of

(. the Household

:For instance, refer to the following references

Sunni

Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal (d. 241 AH), al-Musnad, 1:231; 4:107; 6:292, 304; Ṣaḥiḥ Muslim (d. 261
AH), 7:130; Al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 AH), Sunan, 5:361 et al.; Al-Dūlābi (d. 310 AH), Al-Dhuriyyah
al-Ṭāhirah al-Nabawiyyah, p. 108; Al-Nasā’i (d. 303 AH), Al-Sunan al-Kubrā’, 5:108; 113;
Al-Ḥakim al-Nayshābūri (d. 405 AH), Al-Mustadrak ‘ala’ ṣ-Ṣahiḥāyn, 2:416, 3:133, 146-147;
Al-Zarkashi (d. 794 AH), Al-Burhān, p. 197; Ibn Hājar al-Asqalāni (d. 852 AH), Fatḥ al-Bari

.Sharḥ Ṣaḥiḥ al-Bukhāri, 7:104

Shi‘ah

Al-Kulayni (d. 328 AH), Uṣūl al-Kāfi, 1:287; Ibn Babawayh (d. 329 AH), Al-Imāmah wa’ t-
Tabṣirah, p. 47, ḥadith 29; Al-Maghribi (d. 363 AH), Da’ā’im al-Islām, pp. 35, 37; Al-Ṣādūq

.(d. 381 AH), Al-Khiṣāl, pp. 403, 550; Al-Ṭūsi (d. 460 AH), Al-Amali, ḥadith 438, 482, 783

For more details, refer to the exegesis of the holy verse recorded in the following
books of tafsir: Al-Jassās (d. 370 AH), Aḥkām al-Qur’ān; Al-Wāḥidi (d. 468 AH), Asbāb al-
Nuzūl; Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 AH), Zād al-Masir; Al-Qurṭubi (d. 671 AH), Al-Jāmi‘ Li-Aḥkām
al-Qur’ān; Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH), Tafsir; Al-Tha‘labi (d. 825 AH), Tafsir; Al-Ṭabari (d. 875
AH), Tafsir; Al-Suyūṭi (d. 911 AH), Al-Durr al-Manthūr; Al-Shawkāni (d. 1250 AH), Fatḥ al-
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Qadir; Al-‘Ayyāshi (d. 320 AH), Tafsir; Al-Qummi (d. 329 AH), Tafsir; Furt al-Kūfi (d. 352
AH), Tafsir at the margin of the exegesis of Sūrat al-Nisā’ verse 59; Al-Ṭabarsi (d. 560

.AH), Majma‘ al-Bayān, as well as many other sources
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: هلآ هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق 

َّیلعَ ادری  یّتح  اقرِتفیَ  نَل  امهَُّنأَو  اًدـبأ  اولـضت  نل  اـمهب  مُتکـسمت  نإ  اـم  یتیب ، لَـهأ  یترتعو  هللا ، باـتک  نیلقثَلا : مُکُیف  كراـت  ینإ  "

" ضَوحلا

:The Messenger of Allah (ṣ) said

Verily, I am leaving among you two precious things [thaqalayn]: The Book of Allah and“
my progeny [‘itrati], the members of my Household [Ahl al-Bayt]. If you hold fast to
them, you shall never go astray. These two will never separate from each other until

(.” they meet me at the Pond [ḥawḍ] (of Kawthar

:Some references

q AlḤākim anNayshābūri, AlMustadrak ‘alā’ṣ-Ṣaḥiḥayn (Beirut), vol. 3, pp. 109-110, 148,
533

q Muslim, Aṣ-Ṣaḥiḥ, (English translation), book 31, hadiths 5920-3

q AtTirmidhi, Aṣ-Ṣaḥiḥ, vol. 5, pp. 621-2, hadiths 3786, 3788; vol. 2, p. 219

q An-Nasā’i, Khaṣā’iṣ ‘Ali ibn Abi Ṭālib, hadith 79

q Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal, Al-Musnad, vol. 3, pp. 14, 17, 26; vol. 3, pp. 26, 59; vol. 4, p. 371; vol. 5,
pp. 181-182, 189-190

q Ibn al‘Athir, Jāmi‘ alUṣūl, vol. 1, p. 277

q Ibn Kathir, AlBidāyah wa’nNihāyah, vol. 5, p. 209

q Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’ān al-‘Aẓim, vol. 6, p. 199

Naṣir ad-Din al-Albani, Silsilāt al-Aḥādith aṣ-Ṣaḥiḥah (Kuwait: Ad-Dār aṣ-Ṣalāfiyyah),
vol. 4, pp. 355-358
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The Economic System

Prelude

A General View of the Topic of Economy

Point

The economic or financial issue of each community is considered one of the vital
constituents of the general system without which no community can endure political

.and social pressures, evolve, or attain perfection

As a divine message proposed for the mental and spiritual perfection of man, Islam
has paid great attention to the economic and financial aspect. Financial issues
generally play an important role in achieving perfection. This fact is visible in the

:following points

Significance of the Economic System

A. On various occasions the Holy Qur'an has mentioned zakat (in its general sense
almsgiving, and specifically, as an obligation, a tax imposed on Muslims under certain
conditions) along with the religious duty of performing prayers, with the purport that
these two obligations cannot be separated. Likewise, zakat has been attached to self-
sacrifice for the sake of Almighty Allah and has been presented—in the form of
spending for the sake of Almighty Allah on the poor, the needy, and the financially
distressed, such as the indebted and their like—as one of those acts of obedience to

.Almighty Allah through which His nearness can be attained

p: 11
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B. Just as Islam has organized the issues of family; society; one’s relationship with
Almighty Allah, nature, and humankind; and other aspects of life so also has it
organized the issue of spending, by laying down public and private duties in this
domain at the family and individual levels of the virtuous community as well as
maintenance of the social and political existence of both the virtuous community and

.the general public

C. In the beginning of its existence, the promulgation of Islam rested on substantial
funds that were owned by Lady Khadijah al-Kubra (the great), the Holy Prophet’s first
wife, who played an extremely great role in saving the mission of Islam in its early

.stages by standing against a variety of pressures brought on by the polytheists

D. Because the polytheists assessed the significance of economic aspects at the
outset of the advance of the Islamic mission, they laid an economic siege upon its
propagation to try to stop it. For instance, they tried to stop the Islamic mission when
they blockaded the Muslims in the mountain pass of Abu-Talib (shi`b abi-Talib) and

.boycotted them economically, using different methods to maintain pressure

Goals of the Economic System

There are three basic goals of the Islamic economic system when applied to Muslim
:society in particular and all societies in general

i) To ensure the welfare and internal stability of social relations and establish a vital )
system for spiritual perfection. This depends, to a great extent, on finding proper
solutions to the problems of poverty, destitution, helplessness, and iniquitous

.discrimination in the levels of wages

p: 12

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 867 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


ii) To grant the virtuous community independence and ability to move and progress )
freely and make correct decisions. Of course, the achievement of this goal depends,

.for the most part, on economic independence and financial power

iii) To establish common social, cultural, and utility services to facilitate the progress )
of the virtuous community as a political and social entity; to practice cultural, social
and defensive activities to defend the entity of the virtuous community and help it

.achieve its goals

Ahl al-Bayt’s concept of the Economic System

From the outset the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) depended upon the genuine view of Islam and its
all-inclusive economic concept because Islam, in all its features, includes the Ahl al-
Bayt’s concept of building the virtuous community. They emphasized the necessity of

.observing collective financial duties, as is deduced from their traditions on zakat

Shaykh al-Saduq, through an authentic chain of authority, has reported `Abdullah ibn
:Sinan as quoting Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have said

رَمَأَفَ نَاضَمَرَ ، رِهْشَ  یِف  اهَِب } مْهِیِّکزَُتوَ  مْهُرُِّهطَُت  هًقَدَصَ  مْهِِلاوَْمأَ  نِْم  ذْخُ  : } هِاکََّزلا هُیَآ  تَْلزََن  اَّمَل 

: سِاَّنلا یِف  يدَانَفَ  هُیَدِانَُم  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لُوسُرَ 

مْکُْیلَعَ ضَرَفَفَ  .هَلاََّصلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  ضَرَفَ  امَکَ  هَاکََّزلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  ضَرَفَ  دْقَ  یَلاعَتَوَ ، كَرَابَتَ  اللهَا ، َّنإِ 

هِطَْنحِْلا نَِموَ  مِنَغَْلاوَ  رِقَبَْلاوَ  لِِبلإِاوَ  هَِّضفِْلاوَ  بِهََّذلا  نَِم 

رِهْشَ یِف  کَِلذَِب  مْهِیِف  يدَاَنوَ  بِیِبَّزلاوَ ، رِمَّْتلاوَ  رِیعَِّشلاوَ 

ءٍیْشَِل ضَّْرعَتَیَ  مَْل  َّمُث  .کَِلذَ  يوَسِ  اَّمعَ  مْهَُل  افَعَوَ  نَاضَمَرَ ،

، اورُطَْفأَوَ اوُماصَفَ  .لٍِباقَ  نِْم  لُوْحَْلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  لَاحَ  یَّتحَ  مْهِِلاوَْمأَ  نِْم 

: نَیمِِلسْمُْلا یِف  يدَانَفَ  هُیَدِانَُم  مََّلسَوَ ، هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  رَمَأَفَ ،

هََّجوَ َّمُث  .مْکُُتلاَصَ  لْبَْقُت  مْکَُلاوَْمأَ  اوُّکزَ  نَومُِلسْمُْلا ، اهَُّیأَ 
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.قِوسُُّطلا لَاَّمعُوَ  هِقَدََّصلا  لَاَّمعُ 

When in the month of

Ramazan this holy verse was revealed: “Take charity out of their property in

order to cleanse them and purify them thereby, (9:103)” the Holy Prophet (s) ordered

his caller to call out, “O people, Almighty Allah has prescribed for you as an

obligation to pay zakat just as He has prescribed for you performance

,of the prayers. Hence, He is imposing on you (a proportion) of gold, silver

(camels, cows, sheep, wheat, barley, dates, and raisins.” The Holy Prophet (s

announced this to the people in the month of Ramazan excluding other items

from zakat taxation). However, he did not ask them to pay their zakat)

until completion of one complete year. The next year, after they had

observed fasting and broken their fast, He (s) ordered his caller to call

out, “O Muslims, pay out the zakat from your assets so that your

prayers may be accepted.” He then appointed a collector to collect alms and
(payments.(1

p: 13
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.According to another authentic narration, Abu-Basir reported the following tradition

Some wealthy men were in the presence of Abu-`Abdullah (Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)) in our
:presence. As they mentioned the zakat, the Imam (‘a) commented

.اهَُبحِاصَ اهَِب  دُمَحُْی  سَْیَل  هَاکََّزلا  َّنإِ 

هِِب اللهُا  نَقَحَ  امََّنإِ  رٌهِاظَ ، ءٌیْشَ  وَهُ  امََّنإِ 

هِِب یَِّمسُوَ  هُمَدَ 

.هٌلاَصَ هَُل  لْبَْقُت  مَْل  اهَِّدؤَُی  مَْل  وَْلوَ  اًمِلسُْم ،

;Payment of zakat is not a source of praise for the payer

rather, it is something apparent, due to which Almighty Allah saves the

payer’s blood from being shed and grants him the title of Muslim. Hence, the

(prayers of the person who does not pay it will not be accepted.(1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) planned the economic system of the

p: 14
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virtuous community, based on the observance of Islamic precepts and common

commitments to the Islamic state, because this community is meant to live within the
.Islamic state and Muslim society

The Topic of Discussion

In this discussion, we do not intend to thrash out the viewpoint of the Ahl al-Bayt on
the economic theory of Islam comprehensively because this topic has been discussed
elsewhere(1) showing the Ahl al-Bayt’s exclusive and genuine understanding of Islam
in a way quite distinctive from the founders of other Muslim jurisprudential sects. Our
main point in the present discussion is to explore, based on the general economic

theory of Islam, two major problems related to the building of the virtuous community

:that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) had to deal with. These were

i) Coordination between the economic system adopted by the governing authorities)
and the resulting financial duties with the Islamic economic system as applied by the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). Of course, such combined duties increased the burden and financial

.commitments of the virtuous community

ii) Making available financial resources to cover expenses of development and)
management of the affairs of the virtuous community in order to provide genuine
economic independence, achievement of which was a veritable problem bearing in

.mind the exceptional circumstances of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers

p: 15

The reader is advised to refer to the book of Iqtisaduna (Our Economy) by - - 1
Ayatollah Martyr Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr, especially part II where the author treats

.these issues elaborately
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The coming discussions will deal with situations and procedures that the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) adopted to remedy these two problems. Subsequently, some features will be
mentioned that characterize the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) school from a legislative point of view
and also procedures adopted in the field of finance. Some distinctive features of the

:economic system of the virtuous community are as follows

social solidarity as an obligation-

khums-

sectors of the society for which the funds of zakat must be used-

the significance of waqf (endowment of property under which the proceeds are to be-
(devoted to a religious or charitable purposes

important economic activities including commerce and agriculture-

special contributions-

:These economic topics will be considered in three chapters

The first chapter explains general economic legislation by which Islamic states have
abided. The second chapter deals with restricted economic legislation of Islam
administered by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) but by which the Islamic state of the time did not
abide. The third chapter discusses economic activies and the Ahl al-Bayt’s attitude

.towards them

p: 16
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Chapter One: General Economic Legislation

Point

Zakat . 1

Derelict Lands . 2

Annexed Lands . 3

(Endowments (Waqf . 4

p: 17
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Preamble

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) instructed their followers to accept and conform to general
economic legislation, including commercial transactions and contracts and their
financial resultants and commitments. These instructions also dealt with

disagreements by jurisprudents about transactions and the degree of obligation
towards a certain law. Such differences between the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) school and other

.jurisprudential schools are trivial

Laws regarding transactions and contracts depend upon the Holy Legislator’s consent
according to the rationally approvable line of conduct (i.e. al-Sirah al-`uqala'iyyah),
with a few exceptions like usury and transactions which include illegal profit about

.which there is a slight disagreement among the Muslim jurisprudential schools

According to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) school, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are the rightful rulers of
the Muslim nation as designated by Almighty Allah. In the field of economic legislation,
it might be strange if there were no disagreement among the Muslim jurisprudential
schools in spite of being firmly based on the laws of Islam, and strongly related to the

.interests of the Muslim leadership and the virtuous community

We will refer to four of the most important rulings in the field of finance and economy

by looking at the instructions given to the partisans and followers of the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) in order to demonstrate the standpoint of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) regarding these

.issues

p: 19
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Zakat

Point

Confirmed by the Holy Qur'an and the traditions of the Holy Prophet (s), zakat is held
to be the most important legislation in the field of finance. Islam has very accurately
delineated private assets owned by Muslims that are subject to this tax. These assets
are nine in number and include two monetary standards: gold and silver; four types of
produce: wheat, barley, dates, and raisins; and the three types of livestock: camels,

.cows, and sheep

Furthermore, Islam has designated the ruler of the Muslim community as the
supervisor and custodian of these taxes whose mission is to estimate, calculate,
assess, and collect the correct amount of zakat from the owners of these assets. The
Holy Qur'an has also regulated the use of these taxes and dedicated them to the

:following categories that are mentioned in this holy verse

نَِم هًضَیرِفَ  لِیِبَّسلا  نِْباوَ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِفوَ  نَیِمرِاغَْلاوَ  بِاقَِّرلا  یِفوَ  مْهُُبوُلُق  هِفََّلؤَمُْلاوَ  اهَْیلَعَ  نَیِلِماعَْلاوَ  نِیکِاسـَمَْلاوَ  ءِارَقَفُْلِل  تُاقـَدََّصلا  امـََّنإِ 
مٌیکِحَ مٌیِلعَ  هَُّللاوَ  هَِّللا 

The alms are only for the

poor, the needy, those who collect them, to influence hearts (to belief), to

free captives and debtors, for the cause of Allah, and for the wayfarer—a

(duty imposed by Allah. Allah is Knower, Wise. (9:60

:Four major aspects of zakat are as follows

p: 21
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i) Significance and origin of zakat)

ii) Items subjected to zakat)

iii) Expenditure of zakat)

iv) Supervision of zakat)

Ahl al-Bayt’s view of the significance of zakat

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) adopted the same level of emphasis on this religious duty as
adopted by other Muslim groups, although among other groups the funds of zakat

.were often held by unjust rulers

According to an authentic narration, Muhammad ibn Muslim, Abu-Basir, Burayd, and
:Fuzayl have reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) and Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

ضَرَفَ

.هِلاََّصلا عَمَ  هَاکََّزلا  اللهُا 

Almighty Allah has

(deemed zakat obligatory along with the (duty of) prayer.(1

According to another authentic narration, Muhammad ibn Muslim has reported Imam

:al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

عَنَمَ دٍْبعَ  نِْم  امَ 

هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  کَِلذَ  اللهُا  لَعَجَ  َّلاإِ  اًئْیشَ  هِِلامَ  هِاکَزَ  نِْم 

یَّتحَ هِمِحَْل  نِْم  شُهَْنیَ  هِقُِنعُ  یِف  اًقَّوطَُم  رٍاَن  نِْم  اًنابَْعُث 

.بِاسَحِْلا نَِم  غَرِْفیَ 

{ هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  هِِب  اوُلخَِب  امَ  نَوُقَّوطَُیسَ  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  لُوْقَ  وَهُوَ 
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As for any servant (of Allah) who refrains from paying zakat

out of his wealth), Almighty Allah will certainly transform his assets into)

a fiery serpent, encircling his neck and biting his flesh until the

settlement of accounts with him is finished. This is the meaning of Almighty

Allah’s saying, “They shall have that, whereof they were niggardly, cleave to

(their necks on the Day of Resurrection. (3:180)”(2

p: 22
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One who refuses to pay zakat and violates this duty or denies zakat as a religious
obligation is deemed kafir (apostate from Islam) because zakat is one of the essential

.duties of Islam

:Abu-Basir has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

نَِم اًطارَیِق  عَنَمَ  نْمَ 

َّزعَ اللهِا  لُوْقَ  وَهُوَ  .مٍِلسُْم  لاَوَ  نٍِمؤْمُِب  سَْیلَفَ  هِاکََّزلا 

{ تُکْرَتَ امَیِف  احًِلاصَ  لُمَعْأَ  یِّلعََل  نِوعُجِرْا  ِّبرَ  لَاقَ  تُوْمَْلا  مُهُدَحَأَ  ءَاجَ  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  : } َّلجَوَ

Whoever refrains from paying

even a carat of zakat is neither a believer (mu'min) nor Muslim. This

is the meaning of Almighty Allah’s saying, “(Until when death overtakes one

of them, he says:) ‘Send me back, my Lord, send me back! Haply I may do good

(in that which I have left.’ (23:99-100)”(1

According to another authentic narration, Abu-Basir has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)
:as saying

نْمَ

وْأَ اًّیدِوهُیَ  ءَاشَ  نْإِ  تْمُیَْلفَ  هِاکََّزلا  نَِم  اًطارَیِق  عَنَمَ 

.اًّیِنارَصَْن

He who refrains from paying even a carat of zakat

(may die a Jew or Christian, whichever he likes.(2

Funds subject to zakat

Regarding the items subject to zakat, there is some disagreement among the Ahl al-
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Bayt (‘a) school and other Muslim jurisprudential schools. The disagreement lies in
two major points and arises from the difference between the jurisprudential ijtihad-
based outcome of the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and the followers of other
Muslim sects. Such difference, however, is not found in narrations and traditions

(. reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

p: 23
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According to the general and familiar jurisprudential opinion of the Ahl al-Bayt’s · 
followers, assets of commerce and goods that are in merchants’ shops and stores are
not subject to zakat; however, the general jurisprudential opinion of other Muslim
sects maintains that these items are subject to zakat. Several traditions, reported
from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), do declare such items as obligatory for zakat and, as a result,
some scholars from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) school have adopted this opinion; however,
these traditions have been understood by the master scholars of this school as
recommending the payment of zakat on such items or as having been said as a
consequence of taqiyyah because of the fact that other sacred texts and traditions

.restrict this tax to the nine aforementioned categories of property

Like the previous point, disagreement on the ruling concerning additional produce · 
and livestock—such as rice, corn and horses—arises from the difference in the
jurisprudential, deductive outcome between the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) school and other
Muslim schools of jurisprudence. Once again, there are some traditions reported from
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) involving the possible obligation of paying zakat on these items,
but these traditions have been understood by the scholars of this school as being only

(a recommendation or as having been said as a consequence of taqiyyah.(1

p: 24

In the current discussion, we do not intend to discuss this topic in detail and - - 1
display the points of evidence according to Muslim jurisprudence; rather, we just
bring up the jurisprudential result and try to explain it from an economic and political

.viewpoint in a probable mode
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We can give two explanations for this minor difference supported by some points of
.evidence notwithstanding the scope of their accuracy

a) In Islamic legislation, zakat is in fact obligatory on the nine previously mentioned)
items, while it is only recommended to pay zakat for other items. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
are well known for their in-depth knowledge of this fact (i.e., the distinction between
the items on which zakat is obligatory and those on which it is recommended), while
other Muslims show confusion about it. Some authentic traditions support this

.observation

:Abdullah ibn Sinan quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have said`

تَْلزََن اَّمَل 

یِف اهَِب } مْهِیِّکزَُتوَ  مْهُرُِّهطَُت  هًقَدَصَ  مْهِِلاوَْمأَ  نِْم  ذْخُ  : } هِاکََّزلا هُیَآ 

هُیَدِانَُم هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لُوسُرَ  رَمَأَفَ  نَاضَمَرَ ، رِهْشَ 

مُکُْیلَعَ ضَرَفَ  دْقَ  یَلاعَتَوَ ، كَرَابَتَ  اللهَا ، َّنإِ  سِاَّنلا : یِف  يدَانَفَ 

نَِم مْکُْیلَعَ  ضَرَفَفَ  .هَلاََّصلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  ضَرَفَ  امَکَ  هَاکََّزلا 

يدَاَنوَ بِیِبَّزلاوَ ، رِمَّْتلاوَ  رِیعَِّشلاوَ  هِطَْنحِْلا  نَِموَ  مِنَغَْلاوَ  رِقَبَْلاوَ  لِِبلإِاوَ  هَِّضفِْلاوَ  بِهََّذلا 

.کَِلذَ يوَسِ  اَّمعَ  مْهَُل  افَعَوَ  نَاضَمَرَ ، رِهْشَ  یِف  کَِلذَِب  مْهِیِف 

When this holy verse was

revealed: “Take charity out of their property, in order to cleanse them and

,purify them thereby, (9:103)” the Holy Prophet (s), in the month of Ramazan

ordered his caller to call out, “O people, Almighty Allah has prescribed for

you as an obligation to pay zakat just as He has prescribed for you performance

,of the prayers. Hence, He is imposing on you (a proportion) of gold, silver

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 883 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(camels, cows, sheep, wheat, barley, dates, and raisins.” The Holy Prophet (s

(announced these to people in the month of Ramazan, excluding all other items…(1

p: 25

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:3, H. 1 - - 1
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:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) and Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) are reported to have said

عَمَ هَاکََّزلا  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهُا ، ضَرَفَ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لُوسُرَ  اهََّنسَوَ  لِاوَْملأَا ، یِف  هِلاََّصلا 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لُوسُرَ  افَعَوَ  ءَایَشْأَ ، هِعَسِْت  یِف  هِِلآوَ ،

رِقَبَْلاوَ لِِبلإِاوَ  هَِّضفِْلاوَ  بِهََّذلا  یِف  َّنهُاوَسِ : اَّمعَ  هِِلآوَ ،

افَعَوَ .بِیِبَّزلاوَ  رِمَّْتلاوَ  رِیعَِّشلاوَ  هِطَْنحِْلاوَ  مِنَغَْلاوَ 

.کَِلذَ يوَسِ  اَّمعَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لُوسُرَ 

Almighty Allah has imposed

as a religious duty) the payment of zakat from assets along with the)

religious duty of) prayers. The Messenger of Allah (s) enacted zakat to)

,be paid from nine things only and he excluded everything else: from gold, silver

camels, cows, sheep, wheat, barley, dates, and raisins. The Messenger of

(Allah (s) excluded everything else.”(1

Muhammad (ibn Ja`far) al-Tayyar has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)
.about the items that are as an obligation subjected to zakat

:The Imam (‘a) answered

بِهََّذلا ءَایَشْأَ : هِعَسِْت  یِف 

لِِبلإِاوَ بِیِبَّزلاوَ  رِمَّْتلاوَ  رِیعَِّشلاوَ  هِطَْنحِْلاوَ  هَِّضفِْلاوَ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لُوسُرَ  افَعَوَ  .مِنَغَْلاوَ  رِقَبَْلاوَ 

.کَِلذَ يوَسِ  اَّمعَ  هِِلآوَ ،
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;These are nine things

gold, silver, wheat, barley, dates, raisins, camels, cows, and sheep. The

.Messenger of Allah (s) excluded everything else

The reporter said, “May Allah lead you to ever more righteousness! We have other
.” grains

.Which ones?” the Imam (‘a) asked“

p: 26

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:34, H. 4 - - 1
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.Rice,” answered the reporter“

.” Yes,” the Imam (‘a) commented, “there is much“

.Is it subjected to zakat?” the reporter asked“

:The Imam (‘a) reproached him and said

کََل لُوُقأَ 

يوَسِ اَّمعَ  افَعَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لَوسُرَ  َّنإِ 

؟ هُاکََّزلا هِیِفأَ  اًریِثکَ ، اًّبحَ  اَندَْنعِ  َّنإِ  لُوقُتَوَ : کَِلذَ ،

I have told you that the Messenger of Allah (s) excluded everything

else, yet you tell me that you have other grains and ask me whether they are

(subjected to zakat or not!(1

According to another authentically reported narration, Zurarah said that he was
sitting with Imam al-Baqir (‘a) and no one else was with the Imam except his son

:Ja`far (al-Sadiq). At that time, the Imam (‘a) narrated to me

نَامَْثعُوَ ٍّرذَ  اَبأَ  َّنإِ  هُرَارَزُ ، ایَ 

لَاقَفَ هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لِوسُرَ  دِهْعَ  یلَعَ  اعَزَانَتَ 

رُجََّتُیوَ هِِب  لُمَْعُیوَ  هِِب  رُادَُی  هٍَّضِف  وْأَ  بٍهَذَ  نِْم  لٍامَ  ُّلکُ  نُامَْثعُ :

اَّمأَ ٍّرذَ : وُبأَ  لَاقَفَ  .لُوْحَْلا  هِْیلَعَ  لَاحَ  اذَإِ  هُاکََّزلا  هِیفِفَ  هِِب 

هُاکََّزلا امََّنإِ  هٌاکَزَ ؛ هِیِف  سَْیلَفَ  هِِب  لَمِعُوَ  رَیدِ  وْأَ  هِِب  رُجََّتُی  امَ 

لُوْحَْلا هِْیلَعَ  لَاحَ  اذَإِفَ  اًعوضُوْمَ ، اًزْنکَ  اًزاکَرِ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ  هِیِف 

اللهُا یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لِوسُرَ  یَلإِ  کَِلذَ  یِف  امَصَتَخْافَ  .هُاکََّزلا  هِیفِفَ 

.ٍّرذَ وُبأَ  لَاقَ  امَ  لُوْقَْلا  لَاقَفَ : هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ 
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O Zurarah, during the lifetime of the Messenger of Allah (s), Abu-Dharr

,and `Uthman disagreed about a question. `Uthman said, “Every item of finance

be it gold or silver, that is used in one’s business, trade and profession is

(.” subjected to zakat after the passage of a complete year (of earnings

Abu-Dharr said, however, “Assets that are used in one’s business, trade, and
profession

are not subjected to zakat. Zakat is paid only from assets that

are stored or saved like treasure. Hence, when a year passes, such assets become

subject to zakat.” They then presented the matter before the Messenger

.” of Allah (s) who said, “Abu-Dharr’s opinion is correct

p: 27

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:36, H. 12 - - 1
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Abu-`Abdullah al-Sadiq (‘a) said to his father, “If this narration is announced, people
?” will stop giving to the poor and needy. Do you want this

:The Imam (‘a) replied

اهَْنِم دُجِأَ  لاَ  یِّنعَ ! کَْیَلإِ 

.اًدُّب

Stop this here! I have no

(other alternative.(1

b) The Islamic legislation with regard to finance decides that zakat (in the sense of)
charity) is obligatory upon the wealthy who are thus required to satisfy and meet the
needs of the poor. Almighty Allah, having introduced the nine aforementioned assets
as obligatory charity, entrusted the mission of identifying the extent of these funds to
the Guardians (wali) appointed by Him—the Holy Prophet (s) and the Infallible Imams

(. (‘a

In the beginning of the formulation of Islamic law the Holy Prophet (s), in his capacity
as the guardian of Muslims, completely restricted this religious duty to nine items

which were obligatorily subject to zakat, and he exempted all others because the
interests of Muslims at that stage required such and also because this amount of

.zakat could achieve the purpose behind its legislation

However, it is acceptable for a succeeding Guardian, alone or with the participation of
others, to subject other finances to this religious tax in the light of the supreme

interest of Islam or in order to make sure that the purpose of establishing the law of
.paying zakat is achieved

p: 28

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:48, H. 1 - - 1
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Unfortunately, the origin of this law has been confused with other types of local
authoritarian legislation(1) by both jurisprudents of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) school and the
other Muslim schools. However, it is worth mentioning that exercise of this political

(. authority is quite clearly entrusted to the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

:Zurarah and Muhammad ibn Muslim have reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

َّزعَ اللهَا ، َّنإِ 

وَْلوَ مْهُعُسَیَ ، امَ  ءِایَِنغْلأَا  لِامَ  یِف  ءِارَقَفُْلِل  ضَرَفَ  َّلجَوَ ،

نِْم اوْتَؤُْی  مَْل  مْهَُّنإِ  .مْهُدَازََل  مْهُعُسَیَ  کَِلذَ لاَ  َّنأَ  مَِلعَ 

نْمَ عِْنمَ  نِْم  اوُتوأُ  نْکَِلوَ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهِا  هِضَیرِفَ  لِبَِق 

سَاَّنلا َّنأَ  وَْلوَ  مْهَُل ، اللهُا  ضَرَفَ  اَّمِم  مْهَُّقحَ لاَ  مْهُعَنَمَ 

.رٍْیخَِب نَیشِِیاعَ  اوُناکََل  مْهُقَوقُحُ  اوَّْدأَ 

Verily, Almighty Allah

has ordained a sufficient share for the poor to be taken from the assets of

the wealthy that meets all their needs. If He had known that this determined share

would not meet the needs of the poor, He would certainly have added to it. People

have not remained poor because of a duty that Almighty Allah has prescribed or

because of the share that Almighty Allah has determined for them but because

they have been deprived of what was due to them. Had people given the poor

(their due, they would certainly have lived in welfare.(2

p: 29

Local authoritarian legislation’ (al-tashri`at al-sultaniyyah al-wila'iyyah) stand for - - ‘ 1
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laws and regulations that are enacted by the political authority or ruler as the
guardian of Muslims to organize the social lives of Muslims. By virtue of the authority
vested in him, the ruler implements the universal laws originally enacted by religious
legislation and uses the latitude that is given by the Holy Legislator for the guardian to
make decisions with the supreme interests of religion in mind. All such authority must

.be exercised within the framework of the general goals of legislation
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:3, H. 2 - - 2
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Ali ibn Mahziyar has reported that Imam al-Riza (‘a) wrote the following statement in`
:a letter he sent to `Abdullah ibn Muhammad

لَیکِ امَ  لِْیکَ  یلَعَ  هُاکََّزلا 

.عِاَّصلاِب

Zakat is levied

(from everything that can be measured by sa`.(1

.So, that is what `Abdullah recorded

Another man has reported that he once asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about zakat on
.grains. “What kind of grain do you mean?” the Imam (‘a) asked

They are sesame, rice, and millet,” the man answered, “and these are all grains, just“
.” like wheat and barley

:The Imam (‘a) responded

.هٌاکَزَ اهَِّلکُ  بِوُبحُْلا  یِف 

.All grains are subject to zakat

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have answered the question of someone,
:saying

وَهُفَ زَیفِقَْلا  لَخَدَ  امَ 

.بِیِبَّزلاوَ رِمَّْتلاوَ  رِیعَِّشلاوَ  هِطَْنحِْلا  يرَجْمَ  يرِجْیَ 

Whatever is measured by

(qafiz(2

.is treated just like wheat, barley, dates, and raisins
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The questioner continued, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! Please tell me

?” whether rice and its likes, such as chick-pea and lentils are subject to zakat or not

:The Imam (‘a) answered in writing

p: 30

Sa` is a unit of mass or weight, usually used for grains; one sa` is equal to - - 1
.approximately three kilograms

Qafiz is a unit of weight. Its value differs in each country; however, one qafiz is - - 2
.equal to approximately 26064 grams
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.لَیکِ ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُ  یِف  هُاکََّزلا 

Everything that is

(measured is subject to zakat.(1

Zurarah has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) whether corn is subject to
:zakat or not, and the Imam (‘a) answered

تُْلِّسلاوَ سُدَعَْلاوَ  هَُّرَّذلا 

امَ ُّلکُوَ  رِیعَِّشلاوَ ، هِطَْنحِْلا  یِف  امَ  لُْثِم  اهَیِف  بُوُبحُْلاوَ 

هُاکََّزلا اهَیِف  بُجِیَ  یِتَّلا  قَاسَوْلأَا  غَلَبَفَ  عِاَّصلاِب  لَیکِ 

.هُاکََّزلا هِیِف  هِْیلَعَفَ 

Corn, lentils, shelled

barley, and all cereals are subject to zakat just like wheat and

barley. Everything that is measured by sa` and amounts to wasqs(2) that are subject
,to zakat

(is subject to this tax.(3

تُْلِّسلاوَ سُدَعَْلاوَ  هَُّرَّذلا 

امَ ُّلکُوَ  رِیعَِّشلاوَ ، هِطَْنحِْلا  یِف  امَ  لُْثِم  اهَیِف  بُوُبحُْلاوَ 

هُاکََّزلا اهَیِف  بُجِیَ  یِتَّلا  قَاسَوْلأَا  غَلَبَفَ  عِاَّصلاِب  لَیکِ 

.هُاکََّزلا هِیِف  هِْیلَعَفَ 

Corn, lentils, shelled

barley, and all cereals are subject to zakat just like wheat and

barley. Everything that is measured by sa` and amounts to wasqs(4) that are subject
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,to zakat

(is subject to this tax.(5

Abu-Basir has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) whether rice is subject to
:zakat, and the Imam (‘a) answered affirmatively and then added

نْکُتَ مَْل  هَنَیدِمَْلا  َّنإِ 

.هِیِف لَعِجُ  دْقَ  هَُّنکَِلوَ  هِیِف ، لُاقَُیفَ  ٍّزرُأَ  ضَرْأَ  ذٍِئمَوْیَ 

؟ هُْنِم قِارَعِْلا  جِارَخَ  هَُّماعَوَ  هِیِف  نُوکُیَ  فَْیکَوَ لاَ 

Because there were no rice

farms in al-Madinah at that time (of legislation), nothing was mentioned

.about its taxation. Nevertheless, rice was included in the taxable grains

How could it be excluded when the majority of the taxes of Iraq

(are levied from rice?(6

Suma`ah has reported that he asked the Imam (‘a) whether the working partner
.must pay zakat on assets used in a partnership

p: 31

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:39, H. 1 - - 1
.wasq = 60 sa`s 1 - - 2

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:41, H. 10 - - 3
.wasq = 60 sa`s 1 - - 4

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:41, H. 10 - - 5

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:41, H. 11 - - 6

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 895 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_31_5
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_31_6
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:The Imam (‘a) answered

لَوقُیَ نْأَ  هَُل  یغِبَْنیَ 

سَْیلَفَ هِیِّکزَُن ، اَّنإِ  اوُلاقَ : نْإِفَ  .هُوُّکزَ  لِامَْلا : بِاحَصْلأَِ 

هُیَِّکزَُی نْأَِب  هُورُمَأَ  مْهُ  نْإِوَ  .کَِلذَ  رُْیغَ  هِْیلَعَ 

.لْعَْفیَْلفَ

A working partner in a partnership

who does the business with the money of the other partners is required to

advise the owner of the money to pay the zakat of the money. If the

owners say that they have done so, then he is not required to do more, but if

.they order him to pay the zakat, then he is required to do so

لَوقُیَ نْأَ  هَُل  یغِبَْنیَ 

سَْیلَفَ هِیِّکزَُن ، اَّنإِ  اوُلاقَ : نْإِفَ  .هُوُّکزَ  لِامَْلا : بِاحَصْلأَِ 

هُیَِّکزَُی نْأَِب  هُورُمَأَ  مْهُ  نْإِوَ  .کَِلذَ  رُْیغَ  هِْیلَعَ 

.لْعَْفیَْلفَ

A working partner in a partnership

who does the business with the money of the other partners is required to

advise the owner of the money to pay the zakat of the money. If the

owners say that they have done so, then he is not required to do more, but if

.they order him to pay the zakat, then he is required to do so

The reporter further asked, “What if the owner of the money claims that he is paying
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the zakat of the money, while the other party knows for sure that he (i.e. the owner) is
?” not

:The Imam (‘a) answered

مْهَُّنأَِب اوُّرقَأَ  مْهُ  اذَإِ 

اَّنإِ اوُلاقَ : مْهُ  نْإِوَ  .کَِلذَ  رُْیغَ  هِْیلَعَ  سَْیلَفَ  هَُنوُّکزَُی ،

لاَوَ لَامَْلا  کَِلذَ  لَبَْقیَ  نْأَ  هَُل  یغِبَْنیَ  لاَفَ  هِیِّکزَُن ، لاَ 

.هُیَِّکزَُی یَّتحَ  هِِب  لَمَْعیَ 

If the owner of the money declares

that he is paying the zakat of the money, the other partner is not

required to do more than that; however, if the owner professes that he is not

paying the zakat, then the working partner must not accept that money

(and must not do business with it until the partner pays the zakat.(1

Muhammad ibn Muslim has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) when zakat
must be paid in the case of a person who bought goods with money for which zakat

.had been paid, and later the goods remained unsold

:The Imam (‘a) answered

p: 32

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:50, H. 1 - - 1
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هُعَاتَمَ کَسَْمأَ  نَاکَ  نْإِ 

نَاکَ نْإِوَ  هٌاکَزَ ، هِْیلَعَ  سَْیلَفَ  هِِلامَ  سَْأرَ  هِِب  یغِتَْبیَ 

امَ دَْعَب  هُاکََّزلا  هِْیلَعَفَ  هِِلامَ  سَْأرَ  دُجِیَ  امَ  دَْعَب  هُسَِبحَ 

.لِامَْلا سِْأرَ  دَْعَب  هُکَسَْمأَ 

If the man withheld the

goods in order to recuperate his capital, the goods are not taxable, but if

he withheld the goods after he had recuperated his capital, then this money

becomes subject to zakat for withholding it after regaining his

.capital

The reporter further asked, “If one is given money to do business, is this money

?” subject to zakat

:The Imam (‘a) answered

اذَإِ

.اهَِّکزَُیْلفَ لُوْحَْلا ، لَاحَ 

(After the passage of a complete year, he must pay its zakat.(1

Usage of the money of zakat

As for categories that are entitled to the money of zakat, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
confirmed that these are exclusively the eight categories mentioned in verse 60 of
Surah al-Tawbah (Surah 9). However, it is not obligatory to include all these eight
categories when paying the money of zakat; rather, it is acceptable to restrict
payment to one or more category. The religious authority who supervises the
distribution of zakat decides the details of this issue. Apart from some minor details,
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.this issue is unanimously agreed upon by all Muslims

Additionally, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) instructed their Shi`ah to distribute the money of
zakat to the individuals of the virtuous community restrictedly, where possible. This
instruction was made as a result of the Ahl al-Bayt’s understanding of the nature of

needs imposed upon the virtuous community which

p: 33

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:46, H. 3 - - 1
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was besieged economically and politically. Consequently, the individuals of this
community had become the worthiest to receive the money of zakat because of being
exposed to various sorts of pressures that caused their deprivation, especially
considering the fact that the majority of the zakat money went to the ruling
authorities and nothing of it was kept at the disposal of individuals except a very small

amount that could be excluded from the tax itself. In addition, the individuals of the
virtuous community deserve the money of zakat as much as other Muslims.
Accordingly, it was necessary to compensate the virtuous community for the
deprivation caused them by the rulers because of their adherence to the doctrine of

.the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). Hence, these funds were restricted to these individuals

It is not improbable that this very idea has been intended in the authentic report of
Zurarah and Muhammad ibn Muslim, which has been cited by the three master

.scholars—Shaykh al-Kulayni, Shaykh al-Saduq, and Shaykh al-Tusi

Zurarah and Muhammad ibn Muslim report that they asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about
Almighty Allah’s saying: ‘The alms are only for the poor, the needy, those who collect
them, to influence hearts (to belief), to free captives and debtors, for the cause of

(Allah, and for the wayfarer—a duty imposed by Allah. Allah is Knower, Wise.’ (9:60

They asked whether the categories entitled to the funds of zakat included those who
((. do not recognize (the divinely commissioned loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

:The Imam (‘a) answered

ءِلاَؤُهَ یطِْعُی  مَامَلإِا  َّنإِ 

.هِعَاَّطلاِب هَُل  نَوُّرقُِی  مْهَُّنلأَِ  اًعیمِجَ 

The Imam gives to all

.these categories only because they recognize obedience to him

?” Zurarah asked, “What if they do not recognize him

p: 34
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:The Imam (‘a) answered

ایَ

مَْل فُرِْعیَ  نْمَ لاَ  نَودُ  فُرِْعیَ  نْمَ  یطِْعُی  نَاکَ  وَْل  هُرَارَزُ ،

یِف بََّغرَُیِل  فُرِْعیَ  نْمَ لاَ  یطَْعُی  امََّنإِوَ  عٌضِوْمَ ؛ اهََل  دْجَوُی 

تَْنأَ اهَطِْعُت  لاَفَ  مَوْیَْلا  اَّمأَفَ  .هِْیلَعَ  تُُبْثیَفَ  نِیِّدلا 

ءِلاَؤُهَ نِْم  تَدْجَوَ  نْمَفَ  فُرِْعیَ ، نْمَ  َّلاإِ  کَُباحَصْأَوَ 

هِفََّلؤَمُْلا مُهْسَ  .سِاَّنلا  نَودُ  هِطِعْأَفَ  اًفرِاعَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا 

.ٌّصاخَ یِقابَْلاوَ  ٌّماعَ ، بِاقَِّرلا  مُهْسَوَ  مْهُُبوُلُق 

O Zurarah, if the Imam

gives only to those who recognize (loyalty to him) and deprives those who do

not, then these funds will not find people to receive them! The Imam gives

also to those who do not recognize (loyalty to him) so as to attract them to

this faith and so that they embrace it firmly. However, you and your

acquaintances should give only to those who recognize. Hence, if you find

such people among Muslims, you may give them rather than others. The shares

of those whose hearts have inclined towards the truth (al-mu'allafah

,qulubuhum) and the share for the ransoming of captives (al-riqab) are common

.while the other shares are restricted

?” Zurarah asked, “What if we cannot find any of the mentioned groups

:The Imam answered
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لاَ

.لٌهْأَ اهََل  دُجَوُی  لاَوَ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهُا ، اهَضَرَفَ  هٌضَیرِفَ  نُوکُیَ 

Any duty that Almighty

Allah has made incumbent must be practicable and there must be deserving
.individuals

Zurarah asked, “What if the charity (of zakat) is not sufficient to cover the needs of
?” recipients

.The Imam’s answer is already cited on p. 31

Rooted in this concept, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) instituted an economic directive that dealt
with some of the needs of the individuals of the virtuous community. This directive

p: 35
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bound the wealthy individuals of this community to pay zakat to the poor individuals of
.their community exclusively and defined the distribution of these funds

Isma`il ibn Sa`d al-Ash`ari has reported that he asked Imam al-Riza (‘a), “Is it
possible to distribute zakat funds to those who do not recognize (loyalty to the Ahl al-

(?” Bayt

:The Imam (‘a) answered

لاَ،

.هِرَطْفِْلا هُاکَزَ  لاَوَ 

-(Neither zakat funds nor zakat al-fi(1

(Zakat al-fi(2) (can be distributed to them).(3

urays has reported that al-Mada’ini asked Imam al-Baqir (‘a), “There is a portion of®
?” the zakat that we pay from our money. Who should we give it to

:The Imam answered

یِف

.کَِتیَلاَوِ لِهْأَ 

.Give it to the people of your faith

.” Al-Mada'ini said, “I am living in a country where no one of my faith lives

:The Imam (‘a) instructed

یَلإِ اهَِب  ثْعَْبإِ 

اذَإِ مٍوْقَ  یَلإِ  اهَْعفَدْتَ  لاَوَ  مْهِْیَلإِ ، عُفَدُْت  مْهِدِلََب 

.حُْبَّذلا اللهِاوَ  نَاکَوَ  كَوُبیجُِی ، مَْل  كَرِْمأَ  یَلإِ  اًدغَ  مْهُتَوْعَدَ 
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You may send these funds to a country where people of

your faith live. Do not pay them to people who will not respond to you if you

(call them to your faith and may even slay you!(4

p: 36

rah - 1
rah is a payment given after the termination of the obligatory fasting in Ramazan, - 2

.with certain conditions and regulations
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:152, H. 1 - - 3
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:152, H. 3 - - 4
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To reconcile these traditions with the previously cited report of Zurarah and
Muhammad ibn Muslim, it seems that this special and restricted instruction was a local
decision that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took on the strength of their recognition of the
common interests of the virtuous community within their surroundings but not a law

.that is found in original Islamic legislation. However, Almighty Allah knows best

At the same time, this decision stands for a policy that must be observed at all times

.” according to the general rule of “the nearer, the worthier

:Nevertheless, there are some exceptions, as shown in the following tradition

Ya`qub ibn Shu`ayb al-haddad has reported that he asked the Righteous Servant (i.e.
Imam al-Kazim (‘a)), “What should one of our creed who lives in a remote region do

?” with the funds of the zakat that he must pay

:The Imam (‘a) answered

اهَعُضَیَ

.هِِتیَلاَوِ لِهْأَوَ  هِِناوَخْإِ  یِف 

He must distribute them on

.his brethren-in-faith and followers of his belief

?” The reporter asked, “What if he cannot find such people

:The Imam (‘a) answered

ثُعَْبیَ

.مْهِْیَلإِ اهَِب 

He may

.send them the funds

The reporter asked, “What if he cannot find any means to transfer these funds to
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?” them

:The Imam (‘a) answered

اهَعُفَدْیَ

.بُصِْنیَ نْمَ لاَ  یَلإِ 

He may then distribute the

(. funds among those known for bearing no hostility (against the Ahl al-Bayt

p: 37
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?” The reporter asked, “What if these cannot be found either? Should he pay others

:The Imam (‘a) answered

امَ

.رُجَحَْلا َّلاإِ  مْهِرِْیغَِل 

The others’ share is

(nothing but stones!(1

Ubayd ibn Zurarah has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “A man of our`
faith paid the zakat funds to unworthy people for a considerable time, but later he
?” found worthy recipients. Should he again pay the former funds to the worthy people

:The Imam (‘a) answered

.” Yes, he should“

The reporter asked, “What if a person had not found worthy recipients and, therefore,
had not paid zakat, or he had not known that it was obligatory upon him to pay but

?” came to know recently

:The Imam (‘a) answered

اهَیِّدؤَُی

.یضَمَ امَِل  اهَِلهْأَ  یَلإِ 

He must pay all the

.previous to worthy people

The reporter asked, “What if he could not find worthy people and paid his zakat to
unworthy people, but after investigation he concluded that he was wrong (about them

(?” being unworthy
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:The Imam (‘a) answered

سَْیَل

.يرَخْأُ هًَّرمَ  اهَیَِّدؤَُی  نْأَ  هِْیلَعَ 

In this case, he is not

(liable to pay it once more.(2

p: 38

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:153, H. 7 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:147, H. 1 - - 2
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In the light of these traditions, we can conclude that this procedure is one of the clear-
cut distinguishing attitudes of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) on the issue of zakat—an attitude

.that ensures the virtuous community an important financial resource

Supervision of zakat funds

In accordance with the procedures of the Islamic state, supervision of the zakat funds
was done by the Muslim ruler.(1)aniyyah, pp. 115; al-Mawardi, al-Ahkam al-Sul(2) It is
not improbable that this was enacted in the original Islamic legislation, since the
supervision of the zakat funds entails giving the poor a part of the fortunes of the rich,
transferring these funds to their beneficiaries or spending them in doctrinally defined
fields; therefore, it must be carried out by the ruler of the Islamic state who collects

.these taxes, just as the Holy Prophet (s) and the caliphs used to do

The problem is that the majority of so-called Islamic governments throughout history
have been illegitimate and, according to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), not suited to supervise

(the zakat funds for reasons too numerous to be mentioned in this discussion.(3

p: 39

According to reference books on local laws of Islam, there is a difference between - - 1
funds designated as ‘visible funds’ which include produce and livestock, and those
classified as ‘invisible funds’ such as savings, business investments, and the like.
Supervision over visible funds is delegated to the Muslim ruler while payment of
invisible funds is the responsibility of the payer of zakat. (Refer to Abu-Ya`li al-Farra'

the hanbalite scholar, al-Ahkam al-Sul
(aniyyah, pp. 113 - 2

This topic will be discussed in the coming book of Imamate and Religious - - 3
.Authority
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:Consequently, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) encountered a problem

The illegitimate ruling authorities would collect the zakat and not leave the option for
the payers to distribute it themselves to worthy recipients. The followers of the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) were not sure as to whether it was correct or not to pay their zakat to these
unjust ruling authorities. If this payment were mandatory but at the same time would
not discharge the religious responsibility, would it then be obligatory to pay these

(? taxes once more (putting additional economic pressure on the virtuous community

:To remove this legal problem, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) offered the following solution

They advised their followers not to pay the governmental tax collectors to the extent
possible so that they could carry out their religious duty themselves with the
remaining amount. In the event that they could not escape payment because of
political or social circumstances (the necessity to practice taqiyyah), they were

.permitted to pay it to the governmental officials

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) delegated the assessment of the situations to the owners of the
taxable funds and determined that payment under such circumstances would fulfill
the religious responsibility of the payers, justifying this action with the concept that
although such governments might be unqualified for supervision of religious taxes,
they are still Muslims. In addition, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) wanted the virtuous community

to associate and coexist under this Islamic rule within the Muslim society lest they, in
the case that they refrain from defraying the zakat funds to the government tax
collectors, become exposed to additional political or economic pressure—which they

.certainly did not want

p: 40
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.In a set of traditions, this solution has been discussed and explained

According to the authentic report of Ya`qub ibn Shu`ayb, which has been recorded by
Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, and Shaykh al-Saduq, in man-la-yahzuruhu’l-faqih, the
reporter asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) whether `ushur tithes((1)) that are taken as taxes

.are or are not accounted as zakat

:The Imam (‘a) answered

.” They are so accounted, God willing“

According to another authentic narration of al-`Ays ibn al-Qasim that is reported by
Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, and Shaykh al-Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam and al-Istibsar,

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said the following about the zakat tax

امَ

مْهُوطُْعُت لاَوَ  اهَِب  اوُبسِتَحْافَ  هََّیمَأُ ، وُنَب  مْکُْنِم ، اوذُخَأَ 

نْأَ اذَهَ  یلَعَ  یقَْبیَ  لَامَْلا لاَ  َّنإِفَ  مُْتْعطَتَسْإ ، امَ  اًئْیشَ 

.نِْیتََّرمَ هُیَِّکزَُی 

As for anything that is taken

from you (as zakat) by the ruling authorities of the Umayyads, you may

account it as zakat. However, try to give them as little as you can. It

.is not feasible to pay zakat for the same money twice

According another authentic report of Sulayman ibn Khalid that is also reported by
Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, and Shaykh al-Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam and al-Istibsar,

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

p: 41
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ushur is the proportion of zakat on produce. This word may also be used as zakat - - ` 1
.in general
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َّنإِ

َّقرَفَ نُاطَْلُّسلا ، ذُخُأْیَ  اَّمعَ  هُوُلأَسَفَ  هُوْتَأَ  یِبأَ  بَاحَصْأَ 

، اهَِلهْلأَِ َّلاإِ  ُّلحِتَ  هَاکََّزلا لاَ  َّنأَ  مُلَْعیََل  هَُّنإِوَ  مْهَُل ،

، مْهَُل اللهِاوَ ، يرِکِْف ، لَاجَفَ  هِِب ، اوُبسِتَحْیَ  نْأَ  مْهُرَمَأَفَ 

.دٌحَأَ ِّكزَُی  مَْل  اًذإِ  اوعُمِسَ  نْإِ  مْهَُّنإِ  هَبأَ ، ایَ  هَُل : تُْلقُفَ 

.هُرَهِظُْی نْأَ  اللهُا  َّبحَأَ  ٌّقحَ  َّینَُب ، ایَ  لَاقَفَ :

His companions came to my

father and queried about the taxes that were being levied by the ruling

authorities. My father sympathized with them even though he knew that zakat

was illegitimate if not paid to worthy beneficiaries. Still, he ordered them

to account it as their zakat. I thought considerably about the

question for their sake and then said to my father, “If they hear this

,ruling, none will give alms (or pay zakat).” My father replied, “Son

(this is a right that Almighty Allah likes to make manifest.”(1

p: 42

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:173-174, H. 1, 3, 4 - - 1
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Derelict Lands

Derelict lands(1) are uncultivated and uninhabitable lands forsaken because of a
.dearth of water, waterlogging, salinity, dense brush, or any natural barrier to benefit

The Imamiyyah Shi`ah scholars believe that such lands are basically owned by the
Imam of each age because they are anfal (windfalls), which have been specified in the

(: following holy verse as being owned by Almighty Allah and the Holy Prophet (s

نَیِنِمؤُْم مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هََّللا  اوعُیطِأَوَ  مْکُِنْیَب  تَاذَ  اوحُِلصْأَوَ  هََّللا  اوقَُّتافَ  لِوسَُّرلاوَ  هَِّلِل  لُافَْنأَْلا  لُِق  لِافَْنأَْلا  نِعَ  کََنوُلأَسْیَ 

They ask you about

windfalls (anfal). Say: Windfalls are for Allah and the Messenger. So be

careful of (your duty to) Allah and set aright matters of difference among

(yourselves, and obey Allah and His Messenger if you are believers. (8:1

(The Imam, being the legal successor of the Holy Prophet (s

p: 43

As has been previously indicated, we do not aim at discussing this topic (usually - - 1
mentioned with zakat) from a jurisprudential aspect and will not cite the specific
points of evidence representing the various opinions here; rather, we only intend to
display the general opinions in order to discuss the relationship between this topic and
economic issues from the viewpoint of the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and the

.virtuous community
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and his representative, enjoys all his rights of leadership and supervision. Many
traditions, some of which have openly declared the Imam’s ownership of such
properties (anfal), indicate this ownership. For instance, in an authentic narration that
is reported by Shaykh al-Kulayni, in Usul al-Kafi, hafs ibn al-Buhtari reports Imam al-

:Sadiq (‘a) as saying

فْجَوُی مَْل  امَ  لُافَْنلأَا 

اوْطَعْأَ مٌوْقَ  وْأَ  اوحَُلاصَ ، مٌوْقَ  وْأَ  بٍاکَرِ ، لاَوَ  لٍْیخَِب  هِْیلَعَ 

وَهُفَ هِیَدِوْلأَا  نُوطُُبوَ  هٍَبرِخَ  ضٍرْأَ  ُّلکُوَ  مْهِیدِْیأَِب ،

نِْم مِامَلإِِل  وَهُوَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لِوسُرَِل 

.ءُاشَیَ ثُْیحَ  هُعُضَیَ  هِدِْعَب 

Windfalls (anfal

properties) include estates towards which neither horse nor riding camel are

(pressed forward,(1

estates that are gained due to reconciliation or gift, any useless land, and

the bottoms of valleys—all these are owned by the Holy Prophet (s) and then

(by the Imam, who has the right to use them as he determines.(2

In Tahdhib al-Ahkam, Shaykh al-Tusi has reported Muhammad ibn Muslim to have
:said that he heard Imam al-Baqir (‘a) saying

p: 44

مْهُْنِم هِِلوسُرَ  یلَعَ  هَُّللا  ءَافَأَ  امَوَ  : This is an indication of the following verse of the Holy Qur'an - - 1
And whatever Allah َرٌیدِق ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  هَُّللاوَ  ءُاشَیَ  نْمَ  یلَعَ  هُلَسُرُ  طُِّلسـَُی  هََّللا  َّنکَِلوَ  بٍاکَرِ  اَلوَ  لٍْیخَ  نِْم  هِْیلَعَ  مُْتْفجَوْأَ  امَفَ 
restored to His Messenger from them you did not send forward towards it any horse
or riding camel but Allah gives authority to His messengers against whom He pleases,
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(and Allah has power over all things. (59:6
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:364, H. 1 - - 2
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ءُیْفَْلا

، ءِامَِّدلا هُقَارَهَ  اهَیِف  نْکُیَ  مَْل  ضٍرْأَ  نِْم  نَاکَ  امَ  لُافَْنلأَاوَ 

ضٍرْأَ نِْم  نَاکَ  امَوَ  مْهِیدِْیأَِب ، اوْطَعْأَوَ  اوحُِلوصُ  مٌوْقَوَ 

اذَهَفَ اللهِ .ءِیْفَْلا  نَِم  هُُّلکُ  وَهُفَ  هٍیَدِوْأَ  نِوطُُب  وْأَ  هٍَبرِخَ 

، ءَاشَ ثُْیحَ  هُعُضَیَ  هِِلوسُرَِل  وَهُفَ  نَاکَ اللهِ  امَفَ  هِِلوسُرَِلوَ ،

.لِوسَُّرلا دَْعَب  مِامَلإِِل  وَهُوَ 

The fay’ and anfal are

lands which have been seized without bloodshed, lands given as gifts due to a

reconciliation contract with their owners, all useless lands, and valley

’floors—all these are regarded as fay

properties and they are owned by Almighty Allah and His Messenger (s). The

Messenger (s) has the right to do whatever he wills with properties that are

owned by Almighty Allah. After the Messenger (s), the Imam has the right to make

(use of these properties.(1

Generally, Muslim jurisprudents have determined such derelict lands to be legitimate

for common use, just like the water of rivers and oceans, fish, birds and sand that can
.be owned privately only by means of control or seizure

For that reason, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), who represent the virtuous
community, had to face a real problem concerning their economic activities in this vital
and important field. When they wanted to invest time in or make use of a derelict land,
the ruling authorities did not interfere because the authorities had no reason to ban
processes of utility and investment in these lands since they themselves considered
them to be legitimate for common use. However, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
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faced a problem related to the religious ruling regarding use of such lands which the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) included with anfal properties that are legitimately owned by the

.Imam; therefore, to invest in or use such lands required permission of the Imam

,However, this matter has been solved and such permission

p: 45

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:368, H. 12 - - 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 918 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


which seems to be local (i.e. restricted) permission, was declared by the Holy Prophet
(s) not disregarding the fact that such lands are before all else owned by the Imam.
Following the course adopted by the Holy Prophet (s) the Holy Imams (‘a) also gave

.their followers and other Muslims permission to develop these lands

In his book of Tahdhib al-Ahkam, Shaykh al-Tusi, through an authentic chain of
:authority, has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

امَُّیأَ

.اهَِب ُّقحَأَ  مْهُفَ  اهَورُمَعَ  وْأَ  ضِرْلأَا  نَِم  اًئْیشَ  اوْیَحْأَ  مٍوْقَ 

Any people who cultivate

(or improve any area of land are the worthiest to own it.(1

According to another authentic tradition, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, and Shaykh al-
Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam and al-Istibsar, have also reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) and

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as quoting the Holy Prophet (s) to have said

نْمَ

.هَُل یَهِفَ  اًتاوَمَ  اًضرْأَ  ایَحْأَ 

(Whoever cultivates a derelict land possesses it.(2

Scholars of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) school, however, have disagreed about the
significance of this permission. According to the opinion of some Shi`ite scholars, this
permission entails that investment in or cultivation of an area of land results in the
investor or the cultivator owning that land. Other scholars have argued that this broad
permission gives the investor or the cultivator a right to use that land, but the
ownership of the land is still in the hand of the Imam.(3) The following authentic

tradition, which has

p: 46
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 17:326, H. 3 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 17:327, H. 5 - - 2
Refer to Martyr Ayatollah Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr, Iqtisaduna (Our Economy), - - 3

.2:744, Appendix IV
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been reported by Shaykh al-Tusi in Tahdhib al-Ahkam and Shaykh al-Kulayni in al-
:Kafi, supports the latter opinion

Umar ibn Yazid has reported that Musmi` ibn `Abd al-Malik delivered some money`

to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) but the Imam refused to accept it from him. I met Musmi`, at al-
:Madinah, and asked him the reason. He narrated

During my meeting with him, I said to the Imam (‘a), “In Bahrain, I worked as a diver
and extracted items from the sea worth four hundred thousand dirhams. As a
consequence, I have brought eighty thousand dirhams as the Khums (one-fifth tax) of
my gain. I do not wish to withhold this amount from you; therefore, I am offering it to

.” you because it is your right that Almighty Allah has made obligatory from our wealth

:The Imam (‘a) answered

امَوَأَ

اَبأَ ایَ  سُمْخُْلا ، َّلاإِ  اهَْنِم  اللهُا  جَرَخْأَ  امَوَ  ضِرْلأَا  نَِم  انََل 

نِْم اهَْنِم  اللهُا  جَرَخْأَ  امَفَ  انََل ، اهََّلکُ  ضَرْلأَا  َّنإِ  رٍاَّیسَ ؟

.انََل وَهُفَ  ءٍیْشَ 

Abu-Sayyar, is our share

from our lands and their extracts only one-fifth? Verily, the entire land is

ours and whatever thing that Almighty Allah allows to be extracted from it is

.also ours

.” I said, “I have the entire amount with me and I offer it to you

:The Imam (‘a) replied

p: 47
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ایَ

َّمضُفَ هُْنِم ، كَانَْللَحْأَوَ  کََل  هُانَْبَّیطَ  دْقَ  رٍاَّیسَ ، اَبأَ 

مْهُفَ ضِرْلأَا  نَِم  انَِتعَیشِ  يدِْیأَ  یِف  امَ  ُّلکُوَ  .کََلامَ  کَْیَلإِ 

نَاکَ امَ  قَسْطَ  مْهِیِبجْیَفَ  انَمُِئاقَ  مَوقُیَ  یَّتحَ  نَوُلَّلحَُم  هِیِف 

یِف نَاکَ  امَ  اَّمأَوَ  .انَیدِْیأَ  یِف  ضَرْلأَا  كَرُْتیَوَ  مْهِیدِْیأَ ، یِف 

یَّتحَ مْهِْیلَعَ  مٌارَحَ  ضِرْلأَا  نَِم  مْهُبَسْکَ  َّنإِفَ  مْهِرِْیغَ  يدِْیأَ 

مْهُجَرِخُْیوَ مْهِیدِْیأَ  نِْم  ضَرْلأَا  ذَخُأْیَفَ  انَمُِئاقَ ، مَوقُیَ 

.هًرَغَصَ

Abu-Sayyar, I now declare

our property as valid and legitimate for you. You can now add it to your

money. Everything from the lands that is obtained by our Shi`ah is lawful to them

to own until the uprising of the Rising Imam (the Mahdi). He will then levy

from them land tributes and leave the lands at their disposal. As for others

i.e. non-Shi`ah), all that which is possessed by them and all their gains)

therefrom are illegitimate up to the uprising of our Rising Imam. He will

then take these lands from them and dismiss them with humiliation

(empty-handed).(1)

p: 48

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 1:408, H. 3 - - 1
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Annexed Lands

Annexed lands are cultivated lands owned by polytheists or Scripturists that Muslims

had seized through conquests, or lands that were cultivated or mortmained by the
.Islamic state for the common interests of Muslims

Islamic authorities would treat such lands as being possessed by all Muslims and
managed by the Islamic state. These lands were often developed by Scripturists or
others who converted to Islam afterwards. They would pay tributes to the Islamic

state on such lands that were either definite amounts of money called kharaj (land
tribute) or a percentage of the yields. The Islamic government would distribute this

.tribute for the welfare of Muslims

As previously cited, during the first period of Islam, after 11 A.H, a question concerning
such lands was raised. Some believed that the lands should be distributed among the
warriors who participated in the conquest, while others adopted other opinions. The
second caliph, with the help of Imam `Ali (‘a), solved the problem by deciding that all
such lands should be owned by all Muslims, and this method was used for the lands of

(Iraq.(1

p: 49

This historical fact has been mentioned by some researchers, such as `Ali ibn - - 1
Muhammad al-Mawardi, in his book of al-Ahkam al-Sultaniyyah pp. 176. Although
Sunni jurisprudents had various and diverse opinions about the question and its
explanation, they generally agreed on applying this decision to the lands of Iraq at

.least
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Thus, the Ahl al-Bayt’s traditions on this issue correspond with this decision by which
.Muslim rulers abided

In Tahdhib al-Ahkam, Shaykh al-Tusi, through an authentic chain of authority, has
reported that Muhammad al-halabi asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about the ruling on the

:lands of Iraq. The Imam (‘a) answered

وَهُ

یِف لُخُدْیَ  نْمَوَ  مَوْیَْلا  وَهُ  نْمَِل  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا ؛ عِیمِجَِل 

.دُْعَب قْلَخُْی  مَْل  نْمَِلوَ  مِوْیَْلا  دَْعَب  مِلاَسْلإِا 

,They are for all Muslims

including those who will convert to Islam in the future and Muslims who have

.not been born yet

The reporter asked, “What is the ruling on purchasing lands from non-Arab chiefs of
?” peasants

:The Imam (‘a) answered

لاَ

اهَرَِّیصَُی نْأَ  یلَعَ  مْهُْنِم  يَرِتَشْیَ  نْأَ  َّلاإِ  حُُلصْیَ 

.اهَذَخَأَ اهَذَخُأْیَ  نْأَ  رِْملأَا  ُّیِلوَ  ءَاشَ  نْإِفَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلِل ،

It is illegal for anyone

to do so unless those who purchase such lands dedicate them to all Muslims

,commonly. Then, the legal (religious) authority has the right to take them

.if he wishes
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The reporter asked, “If the legal authority takes them, what should he give in
?” compensation

:The Imam (‘a) answered

سَْأرَ هِْیَلإِ  ُّدرُیَ 

.لَمِعَ امَِب  اهَِتَّلغِ  نِْم  لَکَأَ  امَ  هَُلوَ  هِِلامَ ،

He (i.e. the legal authority) may give the purchaser back

his capital and allow him (a share) in the yields that he produces in return

(for his work.(1

p: 50

.Shaykh al-Tusi, Tahdhib al-Ahkam 7:147, S. Laws of Lands, H. 1 - - 1
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There is no real problem in the issue of annexed lands except the question of whether
payment to unjust rulers is or is not considered payment to the legal religious
authority. As clarified by this tradition and the conduct of the companions of Holy
Imams (‘a), such payment releases a person from religious liability. These lands were
marked and recorded in the official records of the government of that time;

.therefore, it was inescapable to pay their tribute to the ruling authorities

p: 51
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Private and Public Awqaf

Waqf(1) is considered vital in the Islamic economic concept, because it contributes
fundamentally to the distribution of fortunes and prevents accumulation of wealth, on
the one hand, and organizes spending of wealth by directing it towards the common

interests of Muslims, on the other. Furthermore, waqf represents one of the
resources of common expenditure of the Islamic state and nurtures its welfare

.programs for the poor and the needy

Waqf was one of the common regulations or laws of Islam by which Muslims and the
Islamic state abided. An endower of a waqf used to be granted authority to specify
his/her private stipulations and direct the method of utility of that waqf in the most

.suitable way he/she might see fit

Making use of this common Islamic financial resource to supply the virtuous
community with financial aid, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) endowed many of their assets as
waqf. Such charitable endowments have been reported from the Holy Prophet, Imam

`Ali, Lady Fatimah, and the rest of the Holy Infallibles, peace be upon them, as an
ongoing practice that history has left no Imam (‘a) without mentioning a number of his
contributions of designating properties as waqf. More specifically, Imam `Ali Amir al-

Mu'minin and Imam

p: 52

.An endowment made by a Muslim to a religious, educational, or charitable cause - - 1
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al-Kazim (‘a) are known for their vast activities in this field. This may be because these
.two Imams (‘a) had more opportunities than the other Infallibles (‘a) to do so

Imam al-Riza (‘a) has reported that the Holy Prophet (s) endowed as waqf the Seven
Walls (i.e. orchards); namely, al-dalal, al-`awaf, al-husna, al-safiyah, mali-ummi-

(ibrahim, al-manbat, and Barqah.(1

Sharif al-Razi has recorded in Nahj al-Balaghah that Imam `Ali (‘a), immediately after
(the Battle of Siffin, endowed his property as waqf in a will.(2

Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said that Lady Fatimah al-Zahra'
((‘a) endowed her property as waqf and made Imam `Ali (‘a) the custodian.(3

Shaykh al-Kulayni, Shaykh al-Saduq, and Shaykh al-Tusi have reported a detailed
(precept on waqf from Imam Musa al-Kazim (‘a).(4

Having attracted attention to the significance of waqf in improving the financial
(conditions of the virtuous community, the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

p: 53

Al-himyari al-Qummi, Qurb al-Isnad, pp. 363, H. 1301; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al- - - 1
Anwar 103: 183, H. 10 as quoted from the previous reference book. The Seven Walls

were the heritage of the Holy Prophet (s) who dedicated them to his daughter, Lady
.Fatimah al-Zahra, as private waqf

Nahj al-Balaghah, Epistle No. 24. The same has been recorded by Shaykh al- - - 2
Kulayni, in Furu` al-Kafi, and Shaykh al-Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam, with further

.details
Shaykh al-Tusi, Misbah al-Anwar, pp. 262; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar - - 3

.103:184-85, H. 13 as quoted from the previous reference book
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 13:314, H. 5 - - 4
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persuaded their followers to involve themselves in such charitable deeds in order to
gain great rewards. In authentic traditions reported from them, waqf is connected to
two matters of great importance in man’s life: first, true guidance and exemplary

.tradition and, second, a righteous son who benefits his parents and the people

:Husham ibn Salim has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

رِجْلأَا نَِم  هِِتوْمَ  دَْعَب  لَجَُّرلا  عُبَْتیَ  سَْیَل 

يرِجْتَ یَهِفَ  هِِتایَحَ  یِف  اهَارَجْأَ  هٌقَدَصَ  لٍاصَخِ : ثُلاَث  َّلاإِ 

دَْعَب اهَِب  لُمَْعُی  یَهِفَ  اهََّنسَ  يًدهُ  هَُّنسُوَ  هِِتوْمَ ، دَْعَب 

.هَُل وعُدْیَ  حٌِلاصَ  دٌَلوَ  وْأَ  هِِتوْمَ ،

Only three things reward

man after his death: (1) a recurrent charitable deed that he established in

his lifetime; thus, it continues after his death, (2) a course of true

guidance that he established in his lifetime such that it is still activated

(after his death, and (3) a righteous son who prays for him.(1

Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “What is
?” attached to man after his death

:The Imam (‘a) answered

لُمَْعُی هٌَّنسُ  هِِتوْمَ ) دَْعَب  لَجَُّرلا  قُحَْلیَ  امَ  )

نِْم اهَِب  لَمِعَ  نْمَ  رِجْأَ  لَْثِم  هَُل  نُوکُیَفَ  هِِتوْمَ ، دَْعَب  اهَِب 

هُیَرِاجَْلا هُقَدََّصلاوَ  ءٌیْشَ ، مْهِرِوجُأُ  نِْم  صَقُْنیَ  نْأَ  رِْیغَ 

دَْعَب هِْیدَِلاوَِل  وعُدْیَ  بُِّیَّطلا  دَُلوَْلاوَ  هِدِْعَب ، نِْم  يرِجْتَ 
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یِّلصَُیوَ امَهُْنعَ ، قُِتْعیَوَ  قَُّدصَتَیَوَ  ُّجحِیَوَ  امَهِِتوْمَ ،

.امَهُْنعَ مُوصُیَوَ 

Rewards of the following deeds are linked to a person after)

his death:) An observance that is continued after a man’s death for which the

dead man receives an equal reward to those who continue to observe his

practice; a recurrent charitable deed that continues after his death; and a

good son who prays for his parents after they have died and, on behalf of

,them, goes on hajj pilgrimage, gives alms, manumits slaves, offers prayers

.and observes fasting

p: 54

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 13:292, H. 1 - - 1
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The reporter asked, “Is it acceptable to give my (dead) parents a share in my hajj
?” pilgrimage

(The Imam (‘a) answered affirmatively.(1

Complying with such instructions, waqf has become one of the common features in
the general social and financial system of the virtuous community. Although it is
common among other Muslims, the activity of waqf endowments is, to a great extent,
practiced distinctively by the individuals of the virtuous community. This matter has
therefore been discussed by the messages, known as tawqi` (signed document),

.coming from Imam al-Mahdi (‘a) during his minor occultation

Shaykh al-Saduq, in his book of Ikmal al-Din, has reported from Abu’l-husayn
Muhammad ibn Ja`far al-Asadi, a document signed by Imam al-Mahdi (‘a) involving

:several paragraphs about waqf, the last of which was the following statement

اَّمأَوَ

انَِتیَحِانَِل لُعَجْیَ  يذَِّلا  لِجَُّرلا  رِْمأَ  نِْم  هُْنعَ  تَْلأَسَ  امَ 

يِّدؤَُیوَ اهَرُمُْعیَوَ  اهَِب  مُوقُیَ  مٍِّیقَ  نِْم  اهَمُِّلسَُیوَ  هًعَْیضَ 

نَِم یقَْبیَ  امَ  لُعَجْیَوَ  اهَِتَنوؤُمَوَ ، اهَجِارَخَوَ  اهَِلخْدَ  نِْم 

بُحِاصَ هُلَعَجَ  نْمَِل  زٌِئاجَ  کَِلذَ  َّنإِفَ  انَِتیَحِانَِل ، لِخَّْدلا 

.هِرِْیغَِل کَِلذَ  زُوجُیَ  امََّنإِ لاَ  .اهَْیلَعَ  اًمِّیقَ  هِعَْیَّضلا 

As for your question about the man who dedicates an orchard to us and

appoints a custodian to manage and cultivate it, and pays religious dues from

its income, tributes, and provisions and devotes the rest to us, the answer

is that this is lawful only for the custodian appointed by the owner of the

(orchard, but unlawful for anyone else.(2
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p: 55

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 13:293, H. 4 - - 1
Shaykh al-Saduq, Ikmal al-Din, pp. 530-531, H. 49; Shaykh al-Tabrisi, al-Ihtijaj 2:298- - - 2

.300; al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 53: 182-183, H. 11
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In the Islamic law, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), according to the common social conditions of
.the virtuous community, have classified waqf into two categories: public and private

Public Waqf is the endowment of property that is purposed to achieve the common

interest of Muslims or the virtuous community, such as mosques, schools,
.husayniyyahs, libraries, lands, arches, houses of residence for pilgrims, and the like

Such endowments can include all people or be dedicated to the people of a certain
country or a certain category. Yet, the purpose is still public even if it is dedicated to a
certain group for the purpose of maintaining a certain status quo or because of

.deficiency in funds

Private Waqf is the endowment of a property to the endower’s offspring; hence, this
category of waqf is also called “lineal waqf.” It is spent on the private affairs of all of

.one’s offspring, such as residence, provisions, marriage, and other affairs

As a result of such flexibility in spending and peculiarity in benefit, waqf has played a
vital role building the virtuous community and in supporting its financial needs, similar

to the role that khums played in improving the economic conditions of the virtuous
community and in contributing to the establishment of foundations restricted to this

.community

p: 56
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Due to such contribution, the public social life of the virtuous community has
witnessed large properties endowed as waqf, including mosques, schools,
husayniyyahs, libraries, and other public services. In addition to private waqf, these
endowments have acted as an important pillar in the economic structure of the

.virtuous community

p: 57
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Chapter Two: Restricted Economic Legislation

Point

Khums paid from profits . 1

Restricted Social Solidarity . 2

p: 59
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Preamble

This chapter deals with some other Islamic economic policies, unobserved by the
Islamic state, that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) carried out, confirming that these policies and
duties had been enacted in the religious law of Islam of which details are known by

.the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) more than anyone else

They also determined certain strategies, duties and teachings that were restricted to
the individuals of the virtuous community because they helped treat urgent problems

.that arose or helped put their economic activity on the right track

:In this respect, we touch on three main areas

The Imam and the general political system · 

The individuals of the virtuous community and their responsibilities towards one · 
another

The economic activities of the virtuous community · 

:These areas include the following measures

Khums paid from profits · 

(Restricted social solidarity (rights of brethren-in-faith · 

Focused economic activity · 

p: 61
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Khums Paid From Profits

Point

Khums is believed to be one of the most important economic legislations in the
religious, economic theory of Islam, especially as viewed by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). The
origin of its enactment and related laws are derived from the Holy Qur'an as well as
authentic, clear-cut texts of the Holy Sunnah. Khums, because of its high percentage
(20%) and the large circle of finances subject to it, creates one of the most vital

.resources of the Islamic state

Muslims are almost in full agreement that spoils of war and treasures are subject to
khums, but a number, after having delved into many divergent details, have claimed

that minerals were subject to zakat, not khums.(1)aniyyah, pp. 115; Abu’l-hasan `Ali
(ibn Muhammad al-Mawardi, al-Ahkam al-Sul(2

Based on the Holy Qur'an and Sunnah, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) maintained that the
:following seven categories were subject to khums

Spoils of war ( 1)

Minerals discovered as natural resources ( 2)

Discovered treasures ( 3)

Precious stones extracted from oceans and seas, such as ( 4)

p: 63

Refer to: Abu-Ya`li al-Farra' al-hanbali (the hanbalite), al-Ahkam al-Sul - - 1
.aniyyah, pp. 113 - 2
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pearls and corals gathered while diving

Lawful money intermixed with illegally acquired assets ( 5)

Lands purchased by Dhimmis from Muslims ( 6)

Profits of earnings ( 7)

There is a great difference between the concept of the Ahl al-Bayt and other Muslim
jurisprudents about financial rights restricting khums to a very narrow scope and
keeping the door wide open for other financial duties, such as zakat which has a
percentage of less than one-fifth and, in addition, restricting stipulations regarding

.the payment of khums

Khums is a tax dedicated to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), who are the recipients of this tax. The
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) also enjoy some rights regarding the fay' money. In fact, the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a), as the Holy Prophet’s qurba (relatives), have been mentioned in relation to
khums and fay' in the Holy Qur'an. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are unanimously accepted as
the kin (dhawu’l-qurba) to whom the Holy Qur'an has referred to on more than one

:occasion, such as the following

انَْلزَْنأَ امَوَ  هَِّللاِب  مُْتْنمَآ  مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  لِیِبَّسلا  نِْباوَ  نِیکِاسَمَْلاوَ  یمَاتَیَْلاوَ  یَبرْقُْلا  يذِِلوَ  لِوسَُّرلِلوَ  هُسَمُخُ  هَِّلِل  َّنأَفَ  ءٍیْشَ  نِْم  مُْتمِْنغَ  امََّنأَ  اومُلَعْاوَ 
اَندِْبعَ یلَعَ 

Know that whatever thing you gain, a fifth of it is for

Allah, the Messenger, the near of kin, the orphans, the needy, and the

wayfarer, if you believe in Allah and in that which We revealed to Our

(servant… (8:41

لِیِبَّسلا نِْباوَ  نِیکِاسَمَْلاوَ  یمَاتَیَْلاوَ  یَبرْقُْلا  يذِِلوَ  لِوسَُّرلِلوَ  هَِّلِلفَ  يرَقُْلا  لِهْأَ  نِْم  هِِلوسُرَ  یلَعَ  هَُّللا  ءَافَأَ  امَ 

Whatever Allah has restored to His Messenger from the

people of the towns, it is for Allah and for the Messenger and the near kinsmen
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(and the orphans and the needy and the wayfarer… (59:7

p: 64
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Conforming to these holy verses, the Holy Prophet (s), the first caliph and the second
caliph (in a part of his reign) would pay a share of the khums to the relatives of the
Holy Prophet (s). However, `Umar, the second caliph, deemed it too much to give
them such a share; therefore, he suggested to them that such payment would be
made only for urgent needs of their members (i.e. the Holy Prophet’s relatives). From
the beginning, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) denounced such wrong interpretation of the
religious law and refused to take anything less than their entire due, so `Umar

deprived them of it completely. This deprivation continued into the successive reigns
(as a result of `Umar’s act and misinterpretation.(1

In Sahih Muslim,(2) Yazid ibn Hurmuz is reported to have said that Najdah ibn `Amir

al-haruri, a Kharijite, wrote a letter to Ibn `Abbas. Yazid confirmed that he was
:present when Ibn `Abbas received and replied to that letter

یِنتَْلأَسَ کََّنإِ 

اَّنإِوَ .مْهُ  نْمَ  اللهُا ، مُهُرَکَذَ  نَیذَِّلا  یَبرْقُْلا  يذِ  مِهْسَ  نْعَ 

، هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لِوسُرَ  هََبارَقَ  َّنأَ  يرََن  اَّنکُ 

.انَُموْقَ انَْیلَعَ  کَِلذَ  یَبأَفَ  نُحَْن ، مْهُ 

You have asked me“

about the share of the near of kin,” Ibn

Abbas wrote, “and about those relatives whom Almighty Allah`

mentioned. We have always considered ourselves the near of kin of Allah’s

(Messenger (s), but our people deprived us of it.”(3

p: 65

Some historical reports bear out that this prohibition was initially decided by Abu- - - 1
Bakr, the first caliph; while others confirm that it was decided by `Umar. There are
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additional traditions upholding this fact. In his introduction to Mir'at al-Uqul (1:153-155),
.`Allamah Murtaza al-`Askari has discussed this topic elaborately
.One of the most reliable reference books of hadith for Sunnis - - 2

.Sahih Muslim, Kitab (Section) al-jihad wa’l-siyar, No. 48 - - 3
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:According to another narration, Ibn `Abbas is reported to have said

یَبرْقُْلا يذِ  مُهْسَ 

مْهَُل هُمََّسقَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لِوسُرَ  یَبرْقُِل 

نْعَ ضَرَعَ  رُمَعُ  نَاکَ  دْقَوَ  .هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لُوسُرَ 

نْأَ انَْیَبأَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  هُاَندْدَرَفَ  انَِّقحَ ، نَودُ  هُانَْیأَرَفَ  کَِلذَ 

.هُلَبَْقَن

The share of the near of

kin (qurba) is for the relatives of Allah’s Messenger (s) according to

the distribution that he used to make. `Umar then made us an offer, which we

(deemed less than our due; therefore, we rejected it insisting on our legal share.(1

:According to a third narration, Ibn `Abbas is reported to have said

لَهْأَ انََل  وَهُ 

هُْنِم حَکِْنُی  نْأَ  یَلإِ  اَناعَدَ  رُمَعُ  نَاکَ  دْقَوَ  تِْیبَْلا ،

، انَِمرَْغُم نْعَ  هُْنِم  یضِْقیَوَ  انَلَِئاعَ ، هُْنِم  يذِحُْیوَ  انَمَِّیأَ ،

کَِلذَ انََل  یَبأَوَ  انََل ، هُمَِّلسَُی  نْأَ  َّلاإِ  انَْیَبأَفَ 

.هُانَکْرَتَفَ

The share of the near of

kin (out of khums) is for us, the Ahl al-Bayt. However, `Umar

suggested that he would restrict it to urgent occasions, such as marrying off

the poor among us, aiding the destitute, and settling the debts of the
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,indebted, but we insisted that he should give us our complete share. `Umar

(however, rejected; therefore, we left it as his responsibility.(2

p: 66

These narrations can be found in the introduction of Mir'at al-`Uqul (1:153-155). - - 1
The author has quoted them from famous reference books relied on by Sunni

.Muslims

.Murtaza al-`Askari, Mir'at al-`Uqul 1:153-155 - - 2
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In Sunan al-Bayhaqi, `Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi-Ya`la is reported to have said that he
once met (Imam) `Ali (‘a) at Ahjar al-Zayt and said, “(I am amazed) how Abu-Bakr and

!” `Umar violated your rights—you, the Ahl al-Bayt—regarding khums

:Imam) `Ali (‘a) answered)

رَمَعُ َّنأَ  …

مْکَُل نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  رَُثکَ  اذَإِ  یمِْلعِ  غُُلْبیَ  لاَوَ  ٌّقحَ  مْکَُل  لَاقَ :

.مْکَُل يرَأَ  امَ  رِدْقَِب  هُْنِم  مْکُُتْیطَعْأَ  مُْتْئشِ  نْإِفَ  هُُّلکُ ،

.هَُّلکُ انَیَطِْعُی  نْأَ  یَبأَفَ  هَُّلکُ ، َّلاإِ  هِْیلَعَ  انَْیَبأَفَ 

,Umar then said …`

It is true that you enjoy a right, but as much as I know, it should not be given“

to you entirely when it is such a large amount! If you wish, I will give you

an amount that I see sufficient for you.” However, we rejected receiving any

amount less than our entire right, but `Umar refused to give us our entire

(due.(1

Many narrations, reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), substantiate that khums,
including the shares of the orphans, the needy, and the wayfarers in addition to the
near of kin, are dedicated to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) as compensation for their deprivation
from zakat and alms, which are considered surplus for people. Khums, on the other
hand, is a duty that Almighty Allah has made for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in public funds or

.gains. It is thus goes beyond surplus funds

In Tahdhib al-Ahkam, Shaykh al-Tusi has reported on the authority of `Abdullah ibn
Bukayr on the authority of some of his companions that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) or Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) had said
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p: 67

.Murtaza al-`Askari, Mir'at al-`Uqul 1:153-155 - - 1
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اومُلَعْاوَ : } یَلاعَتَ هِِلوْقَ  یِف 

…{ هُسَمُخُ هَِّلِل  َّنأَفَ  ءٍیْشَ  نِْم  مُْتمِْنغَ  امََّنأَ 

سُمُخُوَ مِامَلإِِل ، لِوسَُّرلا  سُمُخُوَ  مِامَلإِِل ، اللهِا  سُمُخُ  لَاقَ :

یمَاتَیَ یمَاتَیَْلاوَ  مِامَلإِا ، لِوسَُّرلا : هَِبارَقَِل  یَبرْقُْلا  يوِذَ 

لاَفَ مْهُْنِم ، لِیِبَّسلا  ءُانَْبأَوَ  مْهُْنِم ، نُیکِاسَمَْلاوَ  لِوسَُّرلا ،

.مْهِرِْیغَ یَلإِ  مْهُْنِم  جُرُخْیَ 

As

regarding the interpretation of this verse, “Know that whatever you gain, a

.fifth of it is for Allah”, the one-fifth that is Almighty Allah’s is for the Imam

One-fifth of the Messenger’s share is for the Imam. One-fifth of the near of

kin is for the Messenger’s relatives. The orphans, here, stand exclusively for

the orphans among the Messenger’s relatives. The same thing applies to the

needy and the wayfarers. Hence, khums never departs from them to join

(anyone else.(1

As is understood from the ‘verse of gains’ (ghanimah 8:41) and the ‘verse of
restoration’ (fay' 59:7), as well as some traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a),
khums is dedicated to the Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) exclusively; while the other
details (i.e. reference to the orphans, needy, etc.) have been mentioned to define the
categories that legally deserve shares from khums apportioned by the Ahl al-Bayt

((‘a).(2

In (his book of) al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid series of
:narrators, that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said
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یِف

هَِّلِل َّنأَفَ  ءٍیْشَ  نِْم  مُْتمِْنغَ  امََّنأَ  اومُلَعْاوَ  : ﴿ یَلاعَتَ هِِلوْقَ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لِوسُرَ  هَُبارَقَ  مْهُ  لَاقَ : هُسَمُخُ ﴾…

، هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  لِوسَُّرلِلوِ ، سُمُخُْلاوَ اللهِ  هِِلآوَ ،

.انََلوَ

Regarding the interpretation

of this verse, “Know that whatever you gain, a fifth of it is for Allah”, the

near of kin are exclusively the relatives of the Holy Prophet (s). So, khums

(is only for Almighty Allah, the Messenger (s), and us.(3

p: 68

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:356, H. 2 - - 1
For more information in this regard, refer to Buhuth fi’l-Fiqh by Sayyid Mahmud - - 2

.al-Hashimi (Chapter: Khums) 2:374-397
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:357, H. 5 - - 3
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Shaykh al-Kulayni, through an authentic chain of authority, has also reported Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

لُافَْنلأَا

وْأَ اوحَُلاصَ ، مٌوْقَ  وْأَ  بٍاکَرِ ، لاَوَ  لٍْیخَِب  هِْیلَعَ  فْجَوُی  مَْل  امَ 

نُوطُُبوَ هٍَبرِخَ  ضٍرْأَ  ُّلکُوَ  مْهِیدِْیأَِب ، اوْطَعْأَ  مٌوْقَ 

وَهُوَ هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لِوسُرَِل  وَهُفَ  هِیَدِوْلأَا 

.ءُاشَیَ ثُْیحَ  هُعُضَیَ  هِدِْعَب  نِْم  مِامَلإِِل 

The anfal

properties include estates towards which neither horse nor riding camel are sent

,forward, estates that are gained due to reconciliation or gift, derelict lands

and the bottoms of valleys. All these are owned by the Holy Prophet (s) and

(then by the Imam (‘a) who has the right to use them as he wills.(1

However, the ownership of khums has been exposed to meticulous argument. Some

scholars have argued that khums is possessed by the Holy Imams (‘a) personally and
the position of Imamate is a stipulation that is specified for gaining this ownership;
therefore, khums cannot be inherited by the lineal heirs of the Holy Imams (‘a)
because their capacity as Imams has been the reason for granting them ownership of
such large properties. Other scholars, on the other hand, have argued that khums is
owned by the position of Imamate (not the Imams themselves); therefore, it is not
dedicated only to the Holy Imams (‘a) and this ownership may be transferred to their

representatives and agents who

p: 69

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:364, H. 1 - - 1
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(will thus have the right to utilize the funds of khums.(1

However, the evidence on these opinions, from a Muslim jurisprudential point of view,
as well as the sectarian disagreements between the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) school and the
other Muslim schools, or between the different inferences of the scholars of the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) school, are not our primary concern in this discussion; rather, we only
intend to deal with the distinctive features of the Ahl al-Bayt’s jurisprudence
concerning the funds of khums as much as they reflect on the economic system of the

.virtuous community

:There are three generally accepted views towards this topic

The Holy Imams’ (‘a) view towards the one-fifth tax being obligatory on the funds · 
obtained by people from spoils of war, minerals, treasures, gains from diving, lands
purchased by Dhimmis from Muslims, legal funds intermixed with illegally acquired

.assets and the profit of one’s earnings

The Holy Imams’ (‘a) view about the one-fifth tax regarding the profit of earnings · 
.and the explanation of imposing this tax in later times

.The role of khums in the economic life of the virtuous community · 

p: 70

For further information, refer to Buhuth fi’l-Fiqh by Sayyid Mahmud al-Hashimi - - 1
(Chapter: The Khums) as well as Buhuth al-Khums by Shaykh al-Muntazari. In truth,
traditions give preponderance to the latter opinion over the earlier if we restrict our
study to the purports of traditions. However, it is claimed that there is a consensus

.among the scholars of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) school on the earlier opinion
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People-obtained funds subject to khums

Based on the Ahl al-Bayt’s teachings about khums, their followers encountered
general problems while dealing with the money used by Muslims publicly, which
included the funds subject to khums in the view of non-Shi`ite jurisprudents (such as
spoils of war and treasures) and some funds not subjected to this tax in their view
(such as tax on minerals, etc.), in view of the fact that some properties brought up
sensitive issues, such as bondwomen and slaves captured in battles that were
considered to be spoils of war, a fifth of which belonged to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a).(1) As a
result, marrying such bondwomen was illegal without obtaining the permission of the

.owner

This ruling is fixed. Whether the individuals of the virtuous community participated in
such battles or not, purchased from participants in it, or possessed such captured
bondwomen or slaves is another matter. In reality, the problem was wide-ranging
and it clashed with the doctrinal aspect and the economic and spiritual pressures on
the virtuous community. Sometimes, the problem could not be solved even if khums

.was paid again

Having noticed the existence of this problem from its beginning and before the
growth and perfection of the virtuous community, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) declared a part
of this type of khums lawful for their followers and Shi`ah to use—yet to the extent

related to the problem. This declaration included even fathers and mothers of

p: 71

This is legal only when the battle is founded on a religious basis and permitted by - - 1
the actual religious authority of Muslims; otherwise, it is illegal for the warriors to
utilize such spoils of war, such as occurred in some deviant instances, and these are

.totally at the Imam’s disposal
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individuals of the virtuous community. The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
explained this permissibility as being to alleviate the economic and psychological
pressures imposed on the virtuous community and ensure the legitimacy of their

.births and origins

Foreseeing this problem, Lady Fatimah al-Zahra' and Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a)
were the first to permit their followers to use the Ahl al-Bayt’s one-fifth share before

.the emergence of the problem

Shaykh al-Saduq, in his book of `Ilal al-Shara'i`, Shaykh al-Mufid, in his book of al-
Muqni`ah, and Shaykh al-Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam and al-Istibsar, through an
authentic chain of authority, have reported on the authority of Abu-Basir, Zurarah,
and Muhammad ibn Muslim on the authority of Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) that

:Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) said

کَلَهَ

انَْیَلإِ اوُّدؤَُی  مَْل  مْهَُّنلأَِ  مْهِجِورُُفوَ  مْهِِنوطُُب  یِف  سُاَّنلا 

.ٍّلحِ یِف  مْهُءَاَبآوَ  کَِلذَ  نِْم  انَتَعَیشِ  َّنإِوَ  لاَأَ  .انََّقحَ 

People are perishing

because of their stomachs and private parts, since they have not fulfilled

our rights over them. Our Shi`ah and their fathers are exempted from this (for

(they fulfill our rights).(1

کَلَهَ

انَْیَلإِ اوُّدؤَُی  مَْل  مْهَُّنلأَِ  مْهِجِورُُفوَ  مْهِِنوطُُب  یِف  سُاَّنلا 

.ٍّلحِ یِف  مْهُءَاَبآوَ  کَِلذَ  نِْم  انَتَعَیشِ  َّنإِوَ  لاَأَ  .انََّقحَ 

People are perishing because of their stomachs and private parts, since they have not
fulfilled
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our rights over them. Our Shi`ah and their fathers are exempted from this (for

(they fulfill our rights).(2

Shaykh al-Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam, has reported on the authority of Muhammad ibn
al-hasan al-Saffar, through an authentic series of narrators, that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)

:said

نْمَ

لَِّوأَ یلَعَ  اللهَا  دِمِحْیَْلفَ  هِدِِبکَ  یِف  انَِّبحُ  دَرَْب  دَجَوَ 

هِْیلَعَ نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا ، رُیِمأَ  لَاقَ  .هِدَلاَوِْلا  بِیطِ  ...مِعَِّنلا 

نَِم کِبَیصَِن  یِّلحِأَ  مُلاََّسلا : اهَْیلَعَ  هَمَطِافَِل ، مُلاََّسلا ،

تِاهََّمأُ انَْللَحْأَ  اَّنإِ  ...اوُبیطِیَِل  انَِتعَیشِ  ءِاَبلآِ  ءِیْفَْلا 

.اوُبیطِیَِل مْهِِئاَبلآِ  انَِتعَیشِ 

Whoever finds the serenity

of love for us in his heart must express thanks to Almighty Allah for the

first of graces…the legitimacy of birth. Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) asked Lady

Fatimah (‘a) to permit her share of the fay’ funds for the fathers of

our Shi`ah so that births would be lawful. As for us, we have legalized the

marriage of the mothers of our Shi`ah to their fathers so that the birth of

(our Shi`ah would be legitimate.(3

p: 72

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:379, H. 1 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:379, H. 1 - - 2
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:381, H. 10 - - 3
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In addition to Shaykh al-Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in Usul al-Kafi,
has reported Duraysh al-Kunnasi, through a valid chain of authority, as quoting the

(: following from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a

نَْیأَ نِْم  يرِدْتَأَ 

، تِْیبَْلا لَهْأَ  انَسِمُخُ  لِبَِق  نِْم  اَنِّزلا ...؟ سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  لَخَدَ 

مْهَُل لٌَّلحَُم  هَُّنإِفَ  نَیِبیَطْلأَا ، انَِتعَیشِِل  َّلاإِ 

.مْهِدِلاَیمِِلوَ

Do you know why adultery

has afflicted people?...It has afflicted them because they have not paid

their one-fifth duty to us, i.e. the Ahl al-Bayt. Exempted from this are our

(pure Shi`ah. We have permitted this share for them and their offspring.(1

Shaykh al-Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam, and Shaykh al-Mufid, in al-Muqni`ah, have
:reported the following from Salim ibn Mukrim

I was present when a man said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “Please, permit me the private
.” parts

The Imam (‘a) became furious on this request. Another man explained, “He is not
asking you to permit him to violate chastity; rather, he is asking you to permit him to

purchase a servant, marry a woman, own a legacy, gain business

p: 73

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:379, H. 3 - - 1
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.” profit, or dispose of a gift that has been given to him

:The Imam (‘a) replied

انَِتعَیشِِل اذَهَ 

، ِّیحَْلاوَ مْهُْنِم  تِِّیمَْلاوَ  بِِئاغَْلاوَ ، مْهُْنِم  دِهِاَّشلا  لٌلاَحَ :

.لٌلاَحَ مْهَُل  وَهُفَ  هِمَایَقِْلا ، مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  مْهُْنِم  دَُلوُی  امَوَ 

امَ اللهِاوَ  لاَوَ  هَُل ، انَْللَحْأَ  نْمَِل  َّلاإِ  ُّلحِیَ  لاَ  اللهِاوَ ، امَأَ 

دٍحَلأَِ لاَوَ  دٌهْعَ  دٍحَلأَِ  اَندَْنعِ  امَوَ  هًَّمذِ ، اًدحَأَ  انَْیطَعْأَ 

.قٌاثَیِم اَندَْنعِ 

Those are legal for our

Shi`ah—the present and the absent, the deceased and those alive, and those

who have not yet been born up to the Day of Resurrection. Those are legal for

them. By Allah (I swear), nothing of that is legal except that which we

,permit. Verily, we have neither given anybody (else) permanent permission

nor have we been engaged in a pledge with anybody, nor have we had any

(covenant with anybody.(1

Other narrations have borne the indication that the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a),
in order to alleviate the consequences of the economic pressures and sieges that
overburdened their followers by the ruling authorities (and sometimes by individuals)
widened the scope of this permission to include all situations of need and destitution,
although such broadening of the scope of permission was considered an executive

.procedure restricted to that age

Shaykh al-Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam, and Shaykh al-Saduq, in man-la-yahzuruhu’l-
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:faqih, have reported the following from `Ali ibn Mahziyar

In a letter sent to Imam al-Baqir (‘a) which I myself read, a man asked him to give him
.permission to utilize khums to purchase food and drink

p: 74

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:379, H. 4 - - 1
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:The Imam (`a) replied

ءٌیْشَ هُزَوَعْأَ  نْمَ 

.ٍّلحِ یِف  وَهُفَ  یِّقحَ  نِْم 

Anyone who needs any of my

(right is allowed to utilize it.(1

The same result is concluded from the following narration of Yunus ibn Ya`qub, which
is reported by Shaykh al-Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam, Shaykh al-Saduq, in man-la-

:yahzuruhul-faqih, and Shaykh al-Mufid, in al-Muqni`ah

I was present with Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) when a reed-house builder (or baby-
dressmaker) visited him and said, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! We have
gained funds, profits, and money from business and we know for sure that you have a

.” fixed share in these. However, we have neglected your right

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) answered

مْکُانَْفصَْنأَ امَ 

.مَوْیَْلا کَِلذَ  مْکُانَْفَّلکَ  نْإِ 

If today we impose upon

you to give us our rights out of these, then we will not have treated you

(fairly.(2

Profit of earnings subject to khums

The Imamiyyah Shi`ite jurisprudents have almost no doubt about the ruling that the
profit of earnings are subject to khums after deduction of annual provisions.(3) In this
ruling, they rely on the unrestrictedness of the holy verse verifying that all that which
is gained by man—be it spoils of war, treasures, minerals, diving gains, or gains of
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,business
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:379, H. 2 - - 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:380, S. 4 (Deeds Restricted to the Imam), H. 6 - - 2
Sayyid Abu’l-Qasim al-Khu'i, Mustanad al-`Urwah al-Wuthqa, Kitab al-Khums, pp. - - 3
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work, and professions—is subject to khums. It is true that the holy verse has been
revealed on the occasion of spoils of war, but the unanimously agreed upon rule in the
fundamentals of Muslim jurisprudence (Usul al-Fiqh), which entails that “a specific
cause cannot restrict an unrestricted cause” necessitates that the ruling derived from

.the holy verse must be kept unrestricted

In a validly reported tradition, `Ali ibn Mahziyar reported Imam al-Jawad (‘a) to have
:said the following

اَّمأَفَ

.مٍاعَ ِّلکُ  یِف  مْهِْیلَعَ  هٌبَجِاوَ  یَهِفَ  دُِئاوَفَْلاوَ  مُِئانَغَْلا 

هَِّلِل َّنأَفَ  ءٍیْشَ  نِْم  مُْتمِْنغَ  امََّنأَ  اومُلَعْاوَ  : ﴿ یَلاعَتَ اللهُا  لَاقَ 

نِْباوَ نِیکِاسَمَْلاوَ  یمَاتَیَْلاوَ  یَبرْقُْلا  يذِِلوَ  لِوسَُّرلِلوَ  هُسَمُخُ 

مَوْیَ اَندِْبعَ  یلَعَ  انَْلزَنأَ  امَوَ  هَِّللاِب  مُْتْنمَآ  مُْتنکُ  نْإِ  لِیِبَّسلا 

﴾ رٌیدِقَ ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  هَُّللاوَ  نِاعَمْجَْلا  یقَتَْلا  مَوْیَ  نِاقَرْفُْلا 

هُمَیِنغَْلا یَهِفَ  اللهُا ، کَمُحَرْیَ  دُِئاوَفَْلاوَ ، مُِئانَغَْلافَ 

نَِم هُزَِئاجَْلاوَ  اهَدُیفُِی ، هُدَِئافَْلاوَ  ءُرْمَْلا  اهَمُنَْغیَ 

… رٌطَخَ اهََل  یِتَّلا  نِاسَْنلإِِل  نِاسَْنلإِا 

As for gains and profit, they are obligatorily subject to

taxation each year. Almighty Allah has said, “Know that whatever thing you

gain, a fifth of it is for Allah, the Messenger, the near of kin, the

orphans, the needy, and the wayfarer, if you believe in Allah and in that

which We revealed to Our servant, on the day of distinction, the day on which

(” the two parties met. Allah has power over all things. (8:41
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By gains and benefits we mean the following: gains are whatever is gained by man,
and benefits are

whatever is utilized by man and the gifts that one gives to another, bearing

(in mind that they are considerable in value…(1

Many traditions that decisively confirm this fact have been reported from the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) who are the second

p: 76

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:350, H. 5 - - 1
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Weighty Thing’, the counterparts of the Holy Qur'an, and the most knowledgeable of‘
all regarding the Holy Qur'an, the Prophetic traditions, and the laws of the religion of

.Islam

Shaykh al-Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam and al-Istibsar, has reported through a valid
:chain of authority that Muhammad ibn al-hasan al-Ash`ari said

Some of our acquaintances wrote a letter to Imam al-Jawad (‘a) asking him whether
khums is applied to all gains that one may obtain, be they few or much, to all

.professions and crafts, and how they are applied

:The Imam’s reply (in a written form) was the following

سُمُخُْلا

.هَِنوؤُمَْلا دَْعَب 

All is subjected to khums

(after excluding the (annual) provisions.(1

Ibn Shuja` al-Nayshaburi has reported that he asked Imam al-Hadi (‘a) about the
taxes imposed on the gains of a man who obtained one hundred kurr (a unit of
measurement) from the yield of wheat. He used one-tenth of the yield as
expenditures, expended thirty kurr on reconstructing his farm, and only sixty kurr

…remained for him

(: The Imam (‘a) answered (in a written form

یِل

.هِِتَنوؤُمَ نِْم  لُضُْفیَ  اَّمِم  سُمُخُْلا  هُْنِم 

,Out of the remainder

(after he deducts his annual provisions, one fifth is for me.(2
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Ali ibn Mahziyar has reported that Abu-`Ali ibn Rashid said to the Imam (‘a), “When`

you ordered me to represent you and collect your rights, I informed your adherents,
but

p: 77

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:348, H. 1 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:348, H. 2 - - 2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 965 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.” some of them asked me to identify (the amount of) your right, but I could not answer

:The Imam (‘a) answered

مُهِْیلَعَ بُجِیَ 

.سُمُخُْلا

It is obligatory upon them

(. to pay khums (one-fifth portion

.What are the things subject to this tax?” I asked“

:The Imam (‘a) answered

مْهِِتعَِتْمأَ یِف 

.مْهِعِِئانَصَوَ

The money of their belongings

.and their crafts is subjected to khums

.Is the money of businessmen and craftsmen included?” I asked“

:The Imam (‘a) answered

مْهُنَکَْمأَ اذَإِ 

.مْهِِتَنوؤُمَ دَْعَب 

.Yes, when possible (i.e

(when something remains) after setting apart their annual provisions.(1

The Emergence of this Ruling in Later Times

The matter of the origin of the legislation of khums and most details are clear from a
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Muslim jurisprudential aspect. Nevertheless, there are some points of obscurity
.attached to this legislation that require some explanation and clarification

The first point of obscurity ensues from the fact that some details of khums were not
known in general to the Muslim nation and we cannot find any reference to or

indication of such details from the first age of Islam up to the age of

p: 78
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Imam al-Baqir and Imam al-Sadiq (‘a),(1) despite the fact that khums on earnings
were existent since the first age of Islam and during the lifetime of the Holy Prophet
(s). This fact may arouse some questions about gains on earnings that are subject to

.khums

The second point of obscurity ensues from the fact that this religious law seemed to
have been nonexistent even in the milieus of the virtuous community although, firstly,
such profits of earnings were existent and, secondly, there was a profound
connection between the individuals of the virtuous community and the Holy Imams of

(. the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

To explain the earlier point of obscurity, we may refer the reader to the previous
chapter about the religious referential authority of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) where we have
stated that the Holy Prophet (s) did not reveal all the religious laws of Islam before all
Muslims, for tangible reasons appertaining to the Holy Prophet (s) personally and to
the Muslim nation; rather, he (s) revealed these rulings and laws to special individuals,
including Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) and some of his elite companions. He (s)
referred the Muslim nations to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) if they, in the future, would desire to
learn these laws—a fact that is corroborated by traditions authentically reported from
the Holy Prophet (s), such as the famous hadith al-Thaqalayn (Tradition of the Two
Weighty Things) and others, as well as verbal and practical confessions of the caliphs

.to this fact shown in their referrals to Imam `Ali (‘a) to solve enigmatic problems

p: 79

Sayyid Abu’l-Qasim al-Khu'i, Mustanad al-`Urwat al-Wuthqa, Kitab al-Khums, pp. - - 1
196. However, the author made efforts to find any hint of such details from the
traditions of the Holy Prophet (s) and found one mentioned in Sahih al-Bukhari. See

.pp. 197

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 968 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_79_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


As a result, details of this religious law were undisclosed to the Muslim nation because
of the political and cultural circumstances that deprived the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) of their
political position. Hence, khums was one of the matters firmly related to this issue,
because the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) were the one and only authority to decide about this

(tax.(1

As another justification, it may also be said that the Holy Prophet (s) did not
demonstrate details of this religious law; rather, he delayed the question and

(entrusted it to the Imams (‘a) to reveal it at the appropriate time when required.(2

In addition, the gains of earnings being subject to khums was not within the affairs
that could be manipulated by the authorities because it became operative only after
gaining profits in business and deducting annual provisions. Like the amount of zakat
on gold, silver and business income, these conditions could not be controlled or
defined by the religious authority. Therefore, the jurisprudents of the other Muslim
sects exclude these funds from being delivered to the ruler because they are
considered ‘invisible funds’. ‘Visible funds’, such as cattle and yields, which could be
estimated and assessed, had to be delivered to the ruler.(3)aniyyah, pp. 115; al-

(Mawardi, al-Ahkam al-Sul(4

Moreover, profit on earnings during the age of the Holy Prophet (s) was a small

.amount and restricted to a certain number of people

p: 80

This detail is confirmed by the aforementioned discussion of the caliphs’ depriving - - 1
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) of their one-fifth share of the spoils of war, which is their right as

.openly declared by the Holy Qur'an
Sayyid Abu’l-Qasim al-Khu'i, Mustanad al-`Urwah al-Wuthqa, Kitab al-Khums, pp. - - 2

.196
Abu-Ya`li al-Farra' the hanbalite scholar, al-Ahkam al-Sul - - 3

.aniyyah, pp. 113 - 4
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It can be seen that non-Shi`ite Muslim jurisprudents maintain that it is obligatory to
pay zakat on business investments, while Shi`ite jurisprudents clearly maintain the
opposite. This may stand in as evidence to conclude that according to Islamic

legislation, khums is on the profit of earnings; however, khums might have been
changed by non-Shi`ite jurisprudents into zakat because of lack of scrutiny of the
religious laws or because of the many attempts at modification and distortion to
which Muslim society and Islam were exposed such that even evident issues of
Islamic legislation became ambiguous, such as some rulings of zakat, hajj

((pilgrimage) and others.(1

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), however, did not make efforts to publically
elucidate this religious law because such efforts would certainly result in political
conflicts, since elucidation of this religious law would grant the tyrannical ruling
authorities more power and potency. The tyrannical authorities believed that khums

should be possessed by the caliph, and in this case these funds would be transferred
to the treasury of the caliphs most of whom would consider such funds to be their

.pure ownership

As for the explanation of the second point of ambiguity, it can be explained by one of
:the following probabilities

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) had not wanted to burden their Shi`ah, who ( 1)
were few in number at that time, with more financial loads. Moreover, they did not
consider the existence of an urgent need for such funds because the virtuous
community had not yet spread over a large scale to have big expenses. As a result,

the Holy Imams (‘a) allowed their followers to make disposition of

p: 81

Sayyid Abu’l-Qasim al-Khu'i, Mustanad al-`Urwah al-Wuthqa, Kitab al-Khums, pp. - - 1
.197-198
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the funds because the funds were possessed by the position of Imamate and the
Imams had the right to determine their disposition. They also allowed their Shi`ah to

.make disposition of khums received from the funds of the other people

All this was based on the ruling that profit from earnings was subject to khums, as
being originally enacted by Islamic legislation which the Holy Prophet (s) explained as
a whole to the people and in detail to Imam `Ali (‘a), as indicated by the

.unrestrictedness of the holy verse involved and the purport of some traditions

Some scholars, however, have argued that the question of profits on earnings that ( 2)
are subject to khums was not clarified in the original Islamic legislation; rather, it was
one of the issues left for the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) to determine within the
expansive authorities that the Holy Prophet (s) gave them in the field of enacting
certain laws appertaining to the general affairs of the Muslim community within the

(boundaries of financial issues.(1

On the grounds of this opinion, we can explain the unfamiliarity of the Shi`ah, in
general, that profit of earnings were subject to khums up to the age of Imam al-Baqir

:and Imam al-Sadiq (‘a). This explanation is as follows

The Holy Imams (‘a) had not executed this ruling before the age of these two Imams

(‘a) because there had been no need for this financial resource before that age.
However, when need for it surfaced, because of the growth and

p: 82

Refer to Sayyid Abu’l-Qasim al-Khu'i, Mustanad al-`Urwat al-Wuthqa, Kitab al- - - 1
.Khums, pp. 196; Buhuth fi’l-Fiqh, Kitab al-Khums 2:43
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perfection of the virtuous community and the need for funds to fill the financial gap of
meeting its needs and spending on the individuals of this community, this law was

.carried out

p: 83
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The Role of Khums in Improving the Economic Conditions of the Virtuous Community

Point

Khums on profits of earnings have continually been the most important financial
resource in the economic system of the virtuous community. A large variety of public
and private expenses of the virtuous community depends, in essence, on these funds,
especially in the field of public affairs. Besides, there are other aspects which assign

.an additional significance to khums in the general system of the virtuous community

To get a good idea of the complete portrait of the hypothetical and applied functions
of khums in relation to the economic conditions of the virtuous community, we will

.display a number of general aspects

Khums as a financial resource

Khums, along with properties for public and restricted use endowed as waqf, largely
represent the main financial resources on which the general system of the virtuous
community depended, especially after the doors were blocked to other financial
resources, including zakat which was paid to the ruling authorities or to needy people
directly, tributes which were seized by the ruling authorities, and other public funds
.that found their way to the public treasury after being levied from the Muslim regions

p: 84
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As has been previously maintained, no community can build its social, political and
cultural structure without the existence of funds to cover its expenses. As for the
virtuous community which was built by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), the political and social
circumstances did not allow any other financial resources on which this community

could depend, like common contributions or investments, because such economic

activities became more of a menace and, at times, an extra economic burden that the
majority of the individuals of the virtuous community, who were generally poor, would

.not be able to pay

Flexibility in Khums Taxation

Khums has always been owned by the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), or was the
right of Imamate and the leadership restricted to the Imams (‘a), and they had
unrestrained authority to dispose these funds. The circle of expending these funds
has widened, for it includes the rights of poor Sayyids and Hashemites for whom
Almighty Allah determined as compensation for zakat and alms which are prohibited
for their use. These rights have been granted to these Sayyids and Hashemites

because the funds were originally possessed by the Holy Imams (‘a); therefore, the
Imam (‘a) is responsible for meeting any deficiency in the expenses of the Sayyids
and spending the remainder of these funds on public affairs. As a matter of fact, the
logic of meeting the financial needs of Sayyids from khums is that they are clean and

.pure funds and not excess or left over funds of people, as stated previously

The Imam (‘a), or the religious referential authority that represents him, are granted
flexibility and opportunity to use these funds in various fields of public interest. The
Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) confirmed this in the expenditure of khums to such

a great degree that they

p: 85

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 974 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


allowed their Shi`ah to dispose the khums funds, and even give them back to their
owners when interest necessitated, as is in the aforesaid narration of Abu-Sayyar

(Musmi` ibn `Abd al-Malik.(1

Expansive Financial Capacities

Because khums entails a high percentage of the totality of public wealth, it grants the
the Imam (the custodian of this fund) vast financial capacity to serve Muslims and the
sacred goals of the Islamic mission. Khums is levied from all essential funds that man

may gain—in the words of the Holy Qur'an—minerals, earnings from diving, spoils of
war and other income. Accordingly, khums is very much more important than alms

and zakat because of this high percentage. The importance of khums in the profit of
earnings increases when we recognize there was a general economic inclination
among the Ahl al-Bayt’s followers towards commerce and agriculture. Being a vital

.element in khums, there was much attention paid to commerce by the Ahl al-Bayt

Security against enemies

Being ‘invisible funds’, according to the jurisprudential classification of funds, the
payment of khums on net earnings to the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) does not
draw the attention of their enemies; therefore, it is not considered a menace that
threatens the security of the Holy Imams (‘a), unlike the payment of the ‘visible
funds’, such as the zakat of cattle and yields, which were usually assessed and

.estimated by the ruling authorities

p: 86
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Additionally, earnings subject to khums was not familiar among Muslims in general;
therefore, the payment of this tax to the Holy Imams (‘a) did not arouse doubts about
the movement or promulgation of the concept of Imamate in the milieus of their
followers. As a result, their security was maintained and dangers stemming from the

.process of payment and collection of these taxes avoided

Doctrinal and spiritual aspects

There are some doctrinal and spiritual aspects in the process of payment and
collection of khums which increases the importance of the role this tax plays in the life
of the virtuous community. To put this in plain words, khums is the right of the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a); therefore, paying it manifests a belief in their right and in the fact that their
rights had been violated. Likewise, it expresses loyalty to them, which includes love,

.affection, fulfillment of covenants and pledges made to them, and financial support

According to a tradition, khums is the right of leadership; hence, to pay it to the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) denotes believing in their Imamate and leadership. A doctrinal aspect that
exists in khums exclusively is that it is unlike zakat which is paid to the poor.
Therefore, to pay khums to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is also another form of showing
preference to them over other groups in the society, elevating them far above
people’s unused excess funds and confirming their exclusive right to receive the

.khums funds

Organizational aspect

The payment of khums to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) represents an organizational aspect in
the system of the virtuous community. It symbolizes the connection of its individuals
to the leadership and the religious referential authority through financial participation

in the administration of the
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virtuous community and meeting public expenses made through the Imam (‘a) or the
religious authority. Of course, such participation implies affiliation to and membership

in the virtuous community. It is thus similar to the financial contributions of members

.of collective organizations and associations

Actual aspect

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and the virtuous community historically
demonstrate that khums was the most vital axis of all financial resources on which the

.virtuous community depended in administering its various affairs

We now refer to a set of important faculties, issues and projects that were financially
:run through the funds of khums

Religious seminaries and cultural schools in various countries: in such faculties and ( 1)
schools, study is free-of-charge and instructors and teachers, in addition to
researchers and investigators, usually receive nothing as remuneration for their

.efforts

.Expenses of foreign scholars, propagators, and instructive missionaries ( 2)

Expenses of printing and publishing religious books, such as books of practical laws ( 3)
and verdicts, religious teachings, theses in fields of Muslim jurisprudence,
fundamentals of jurisprudence (usul), and reporting the traditions (hadith), as well as

.other articles, magazines, and periodicals

Construction and administration of mosques, husayniyyahs, shrines of the Holy ( 4)
Imams (‘a) and their saintly descendants, religious schools and dormitories

p: 88
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therein, housing for married students of religious studies, public libraries, and all sorts
.of religious establishments

Funds needed for managing religious associations of various activities founded for ( 5)
.serving Islam

Funds needed for holding religious festivities and public ceremonies for ( 6)
(. commemorating the uprising and martyrdom of Imam al-husayn (‘a

Aid for unexpected events, such as earthquakes, floods, and other natural ( 7)
disasters, as well as some public services, such as public baths, bridges and

.overpasses, and public accommodations for pilgrims and the like

Meeting the financial needs of the poor, the destitute, and the needy who are in ( 8)
urgent need of financial help, whether they are Hashemites or descendants of the
Holy Prophet (s), in particular, who are entitled to something from the share of the
Sayyids, or the poor, the destitute, and the needy individuals of the virtuous
community. Of course, all uses of khums must be under the supervision and

.permission of the supreme religious referential authority

From the above, we can perceive the great role that this financial duty has played in
.the building of the virtuous community, especially khums from the profit of earnings

p: 89
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Restricted Social Solidarity

Point

Social solidarity, shown by undertaking individual responsibility towards financial
issues related to the lives and livelihoods of Muslims, is one of the principles towards
which Islam has called people. This is maintained by many traditions some of which

.will be cited in this chapter

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi, has
:reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

مُِلسْمُْلا

ُّقحِیَوَ .هُُنوخُیَ  لاَوَ  هُُلذُخْیَ  لاَوَ  هُمُِلظْیَ  لاَ  مِِلسْمُْلا ؛ وخُأَ 

فِطُاعََّتلا یلَعَ  دُِقاعََّتلاوَ  لِصُاوََّتلا  یِف  دُاهَِتجْلإا  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا  یلَعَ 

یَّتحَ ضٍْعَب  یلَعَ  مْهِضِْعَب  فِطُاعَتَوَ  هِجَاحَْلا  لِهْلأَِ  هُاسَاوَمُْلاوَ 

نَیمِحِارَتَُم مْکُنَْیَب  ءَامَحَرُ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهُا  مُکُرَمَأَ  امَکَ  اوُنوکُتَ 

رُشَْعمَ هِْیلَعَ  یضَمَ  امَ  یلَعَ  مْهِرِْمأَ  نِْم  مْکُْنعَ  بَاغَ  امَِل  نَیِّمتَْغُم 

.مََّلسَوَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  دِهْعَ  یلَعَ  رِاصَْنلأَا 

Muslims are brothers of

each other. They neither wrong, nor disappoint, nor betray each other. The

duties that are incumbent on Muslims towards each other include establishing

communication, showing mutual sympathy, treating the needy as they treat

themselves and empathizing with one another. If you abide by this, you will

be as Almighty Allah has ordered you to be: compassionate and merciful
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towards one another and regretful upon missing any opportunity to help your

brethren-in-faith, just like the conduct of the Ansar during the lifetime of

(the Messenger of Allah (s).(1
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As far as the virtuous community is concerned, the Ahl al-Bayt (s) emphasized this as
a serious responsibility to be undertaken by the wealthy individuals of the virtuous

.community towards their brethren-in-faith

:Traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) emphasize two main areas

Public Alms ( 1)

Many texts and traditions, reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), demonstrate the
significance of giving alms and the good results ensuing from them. However, the
most important point manifested in this regard is that some traditions have confirmed

that there is another public financial duty, in addition to zakat, imposed on Muslims.
This duty has been mentioned in the following holy verse, which avers the obligation
of paying an amount out of the funds of yields in the season of harvest before
estimating the percentage of zakat. Accordingly, some scholars, such as Shaykh al-

(Tusi, issued a verdict deeming it obligatory to pay such an amount.(1

:The holy verse involved is the following

هِدِاصَحَ مَوْیَ  هَُّقحَ  اوُتآ 

Pay the due of it on the

(day of its reaping. (6:141

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi, has
reported Zurarah, Muhammad ibn Muslim, and Abu-Basir as quoting Imam al-Baqir

:(‘a) to have said

p: 91

Shaykh al-Tusi, al-Khilaf 2:5. The same verdict was issued by al-Jawad al-Kazimi, - - 1
as is understood from his defense of Shaykh al-Tusi’s school of jurisprudence. Refer
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هَضَْبقَْلا نَومُِلسْمُْلا  یطِْعُی  .هِقَدََّصلا  نَِم  اذَهَ  هِدِاصَحَ ﴾ مَوْیَ  هَُّقحَ  اوُتآ  ﴿

یَّتحَ هِنَْفحَْلا  دَْعَب  هَنَْفحَْلا  دِادَجِْلا  نَِموَ  هِضَْبقَْلا  دَْعَب 

.غَرُْفیَ

The verse, “pay the due of it on the day of its reaping” (6:141), mentions a sort of alms.
Muslims give

one sheaf after another and from the fruit of date trees one handful after

(another until it pours out.(1

Bearing the same purport, other narrations, interpreting the holy verse that reads,
“Those, in whose wealth there is a fixed portion for him who begs and for him who is
denied good” (70:24-25) have confirmed that this portion is a financial duty, other than
zakat, which is flexible. Its amount has been left for the owner of the property to give

.at a definite time but in any amount that he identifies

In this connection, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi, has reported through a
valid chain of authority that al-Qasim ibn `Abd al-Rahman al-Ansari said that he

:heard Imam al-Baqir (‘a) relating the following

One day, a man came to my father, `Ali ibn al-husayn (‘a), and asked him to identify
the fixed portion mentioned in this holy verse, “Those in whose wealth there is a fixed

(” portion for him who begs and for him who is denied good. (70:24-25

:The Imam (‘a) said

، مُوُلْعمَْلا ُّقحَْلا 

نَِم لاَوَ  هِاکََّزلا  نَِم  سَْیَل  هِِلامَ  نِْم  هُجُرِخُْی  ءُیَّْشلا 

.نِْیتَضَورُْفمَْلا هِقَدََّصلا 

The fixed portion is a
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.duty, other than zakat and alms, which one pays from one’s funds

?” The man asked, “If it is neither zakat nor alms, what is it then

p: 92
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:The Imam (‘a) answered

ءُیَّْشلا وَهُ 

، َّلقَأَ ءَاشَ  نْإِوَ  رَثَکْأَ  ءَاشَ  نْإِ  هِِلامَ ، نِْم  لُجَُّرلا  هُجُرِخُْی 

.کُِلمْیَ امَ  رِدْقَ  یلَعَ 

It is the portion that one

pays from one’s funds according to one’s property. One can pay much or

.little, according to one’s will

?” The man asked, “What is that portion used for

:The Imam (‘a) answered

يِّوقَُیوَ اًمحِرَ ، هِِب  لُصِیَ 

، اللهِا یِف  هَُل  اًخأَ  هِِب  لُصِیَ  وْأَ  لاکَ ، هِِب  لُمِحْیَوَ  اًفیعِضَ ، هِِب 

.هُُبوُنتَ هٍبَِئانَِل  وْأَ 

One may make firm

,relations with one’s relatives, financially strengthen a destitute person

,alleviate someone’s burden, improve relations with one’s brothers-in-faith

.or aid someone in misfortune

:Impressed by the Imam’s knowledge, the man quoted

(Allah knows best where He places His message. (6:124)”(1“

However, master jurisprudents have not determined these two matters to be
obligatory although authentically and validly reported traditions indicate the latter,(2)
assuming that there are other traditions contradicting these. As a result, these
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financial duties must be thought of as recommended (according to the principles of
Usul al-Fiqh). Additionally, there is a scholarly consensus on the non-obligation of
paying such financial duties openly, i.e. under all circumstances. Excepted from this

consensus is the verdict of Shaykh al-Tusi who, in one of his opinions, has decided

p: 93

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:29, H. 6 - - 1
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.the payment of the earlier financial duty as obligatory

From the previous discussion, we may conclude that such inconsistency in the
traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) on this topic should be taken to mean one

:of the following two probabilities

Such sorts of payments are strongly recommended (mustahabb), because they ( 1)
achieve social solidarity to an extent that corresponds with the circumstances

.surrounding each individual of the Muslim community

Such payments are provisionally obligatory; i.e. obligatory under certain ( 2)
circumstances and conditions. The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) deemed these
payments obligatory out of their understanding of the nature of the social obligations
of that age, which would have been inescapably observed by the individuals of that
community. Having not been decided as obligatory in the original Islamic legislation,
this duty was, therefore, deemed obligatory by the religious referential authorities
within the general responsibilities that they had to undertake towards the Muslim

(community and interests that contributed to social solidarity with the poor.(1

No matter which probability is closer to the fact, the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a), having worked towards building the virtuous community, took much interest in
the issue of social solidarity, seeing it as one of the foundations of attaining an ideal

.economic condition

p: 94
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Rights of Brethren-in-Faith ( 2)

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) laid much emphasis on the existence and
observation of a set of rights and duties that a faithful believer must undertake
towards his brethren-in-faith; i.e. the members of the virtuous community. Among

these duties are aiding others financially to cover their needs and meet their
.requirements

.This emphasis has been taught in a number of ways

First: The Holy Imams (‘a) confirmed that the observation of these rights is one of the
actual and real obligations that must be carried out by faithful people, just like other

.religious duties and responsibilities

According to a validly reported tradition, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi, has
:reported Suma`ah to have said

I asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “If some people are wealthy, but their brethren-in-faith
are too needy to be satisfied with zakat funds, are the wealthy people permitted to fill

?” themselves in difficult times while their brethren-in-faith are hungry

Besides the tradition already cited on p. 92, as reported by Shaykh al-Kulayni in his
:book of al-Kafi from Furat ibn Ahnaf, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

اًنِمؤُْم عَنَمَ  نٍِمؤُْم  امَُّیأَ 

وْأَ هِدِْنعِ  نِْم  هِْیلَعَ  رُدِْقیَ  وَهُوَ  هِْیَلإِ  جُاتَحْیَ  اَّمِم  اًئْیشَ 

اًدّوَسُْم هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  اللهُا  هُمَاقَأَ  هِرِْیغَ ، دِْنعِ  نِْم 

: لُاقَُیفَ هِقُِنعُ ، یَلإِ  هُادَیَ  هًَلوُلْغمَ  هُانَْیعَ ، هًَّقرَزُْم  هُهُجْوَ ،

یَلإِ هِِب  رُمَؤُْی  َّمُث  .هَُلوسُرَوَ  اللهَا  نَاخَ  يذَِّلا  نُِئاخَْلا  اذَهَ 

.رِاَّنلا

(If any believer (mu'min
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refrains from meeting the needs of another believer while he can do so or he

can mediate with another person who can do it, Almighty Allah will resurrect

.him black-faced, downcast-eyed, and having his hands attached to his neck

Then, he will be introduced as a traitor who has betrayed Almighty Allah and

(His Messenger and will be led to the Hellfire by a divine command.(1
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Thus, this financial duty is a restricted obligation upon wealthy individuals under
circumstances of harsh destitution. It becomes obligatory when a government or the

.Muslim society fails to assure the livings of deprived destitute people

Second: The Holy Imams (‘a) explained that this duty was obligatory on individuals;
however, it was still regarded as one of the duties that is difficult to impose generally
and all-inclusively because people may abandon their faith or individuals of the
virtuous community may shun carrying it out. This means that this duty is one of the
private obligations that must be carried out in general for the purpose of solidifying
the organizational structure of the virtuous community, strengthening the general
relations among its individuals and promoting feelings of responsibility towards this
duty even if it is treated as recommended. However, it becomes obligatory under

.certain conditions of harsh destitution

:Mufazzal ibn Yazid has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

هِِب دْعُفَ  تَْبصَأَ  امَ  رْظُْنأُ 

، اللهِا لُوسُرَ  لَاقَ  تِائَِّیَّسلا ﴾ نَْبهِذُْی  تِانَسَحَْلا  َّنإِ  لُوقُیَ ﴿ : اللهَا  َّنإِفَ  کَِناوَخْإِ ، یلَعَ 

: هَُّملأُا هِذِهَ  اهَقُیطُِت  هٌَثلاََث لاَ  هِِلآوَ : هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

، هِسِْفَن نِْم  سِاَّنلا  فُاصَْنإِوَ  هِِلامَ ، یِف  خِلأَِل  هُاسَاوَمُْلا 

دُمْحَْلاوَ اللهِا  نَاحَْبسُ  وَهُ : سَْیَلوَ  .لٍاحَ  ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  اللهِا  رُکْذِوَ 

اذَإِ نْکَِلوَ  طْقَفَ ؛ رُبَکْأَ ، اللهُاوَ  اللهُا  َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  لاَوَ  اللهِ 

.اللهَا فَاخَ  مَُّرحَُی ، امَ  یلَعَ  دَرَوَ 

Whatever you gain (from

the money of the ruler), you may donate it to your brethren-in-faith, for

(Almighty Allah says, “Surely, good deeds take away evil deeds.” (11:114

Allah’s Messenger (s) has said, “Three acts of conduct cannot be neglected by
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the individuals of this nation: (1) Halving one’s funds with

(brethren-in-faith, (2) treating people justly in personal issues, and (3

remembering Almighty Allah under all circumstances. To remember Almighty

Allah does not mean just to utter such statements of praise for Him like ‘Glory

be to Allah’, ‘praise be to Allah’, ‘there is no god save Allah’, and ‘Allah

is the All-great’; rather, it means to fear Him before committing a forbidden

(act.(1

p: 96
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Third: The Holy Imams (‘a) confirmed that such duties symbolized a morally perfect
character without which one fell short of the required qualification of a true faithful

.believer, which is the main purpose behind the building of a virtuous community

:Aban ibn Taghlib has reported the following

While I was performing the ritual circumambulation (Tawaff) in the company of Imam

al-Sadiq (‘a), one of our fellows, who had previously asked me to accompany him on a
mission, appeared before me. As he signaled to me, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saw us, “O

(. Aban, are you the one intended by that man?” asked the Imam (‘a

.Yes, I am,” I answered“

(. Is he of the same faith as you?” wondered the Imam (‘a“

.Yes, he is,” I answered“

.” Then,” the Imam (‘a) instructed, “Go with him and break your circumambulation“

p: 97
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.Should I do so even if the circumambulation is obligatory?” I asked“

.Yes, you should,” he (‘a) answered“

So, I went with that man. When I returned, I visited the Imam (‘a) and asked him
.about the duties towards brethren-in-faith

(. Leave the matter. Do not ask me about them,” said the Imam (‘a“

Nevertheless, I repeated the same question insistently until the Imam (‘a) answered
me, saying, “O Aban, (the duty towards one’s brother-in-faith is that) you give him half

.” of your wealth

As he looked at me and noticed my surprise, the Imam (‘a) said, “O Aban, you should
have known that Almighty Allah has mentioned (with praise) those who give others

?” preference over themselves

.Yes, I knew that,” I answered“

:The Imam (‘a) said

مَْل هُتَمْسَاقَ  اذَإِ 

فِصِّْنلا نَِم  هُتَْیطَعْأَ  تَْنأَ  اذَإِ  هُرُِثؤُْت  امََّنإِ  هُرِْثؤُْت ،

.رِخَلآا

If“

you give your brother-in-faith half of what you have, you have not yet given

,him preference over yourself. Only when you give him from the other half

(have you given him preference.”(1

:Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) is reported to have said

هِیِف َّنکُ  نْمَ  لٍاصَخِ  ُّتسِ 
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ءَرْمَْلا ُّبحُِی  اللهَا  َّنإِ  هِِنیمِیَ : نْعَوَ  اللهِا  يِدَیَ  نَْیَب  نَاکَ 

هَُل هُرَکْیَوَ  هِسِْفنَِل ، ُّبحُِی  امَ  هِیخِلأَِ  ُّبحُِی  يذَِّلا  مَِلسْمُْلا 

، یِلضْفَ فُرِْعیَوَ  هَیَلاَوِْلا ، هُحُصِانَُیوَ  هِسِْفنَِل ، هُرَکْیَ  امَ 

.یِتبَِقاعَ رُظُْنیَوَ  یِبقِعَ ، أُطَیَوَ 

Whoever enjoys the following

:six features will be before and on the right hand side of Almighty Allah

Almighty Allah surely loves the Muslim individual who (1) loves for his

brother-in-faith all that which he loves for himself, (2) hates for him

whatever he hates for himself, (3) acts towards him sincerely on account of

bonds of faith, (4) recognizes my leadership, (5) patterns himself after my

(example, and (6) accepts the government of my progeny.(2

p: 98

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:547-548, H. 16 - - 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:549, H. 23 - - 2
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Master jurisprudents are not known for having determined that this sort of spending
is obligatory although there are a good number of traditions and reported texts
indicating this obligation. Thus, they have specified this matter to be emphatically

recommended (istihbab mu'akkad).(1) The reason for this may be to achieve the
principle of social solidarity, or that this duty is an executive, local (i.e. temporary)
procedure taken by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) to put this originally obligatory principle into

.practice by leaving its application to the religious referential authority

p: 99

Al-hurr al-`Amili seems to have decided these sorts of almsgiving as obligatory. - - 1
This idea is derived from the titles that he uses for the sections containing traditions
involved in this topic. For instance, he uses the title bab tahrim man` al-mu'min

shay'an min `indihi aw min `indi ghayrihi `inda zaruratihi (Chapter on prohibition
against depriving a faithful believer of anything from himself or from others when
necessary) and also bab tahrim tark ma`unat al-mu'min `inda zaruratihi (Chapter on
prohibition of forsaking necessary aid to faithful believers). Likewise, Martyr al-Sadr,
in his book of iqtisaduna (Our Economy), seems to believe in the obligation of the first

.duty, yet with the aforementioned stipulation. Finally, Almighty Allah knows best
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Chapter Three: Economic Activity

Point

Encouraging Economic Activity . 1

General Trend of Economic Activity . 2

Direction of Economic Activity . 3
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PREAMBLE

The general economic activity of the virtuous community, as well as its financial
capacity and public income, is looked upon as one of the most important issues on
which the fiscal power of the virtuous community—plus its capability of movement

and protection against dangers and perils and steadfastness against difficulties and
pressures—depends. Without taking this issue into consideration, no community can

.attain perfection or survive the vicissitudes of time

We have previously referred to the fact that Islam has paid much attention to the
economic aspect. For instance, the great financial potential of Lady Khadijah al-Kubra
(‘a) played an extremely vital role in helping Muslims withstand ordeals and resist the
financial siege which was imposed upon them at the beginning of the promulgation of

.Islam
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Encouraging Economic Activity

While establishing the economic aspect, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) instituted a general
principle for their followers, educated them about it and implanted it in their social
culture. This general principle was the principle of work and exertion of all possible
efforts to earn a livelihood. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) disallowed reliance on others to meet

one’s financial needs, considering work to this end to be among the obligatory sacred
.deeds that draw one nearer to Almighty Allah

In an authentic tradition, Shaykh al-Kulayni reported `Umar ibn Yazid to have said to
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “A man decides to stay at home and he offers prayers, fasts and
performs devotional acts, believing that his sustenance will inevitably find its way to

?” him. What is your opinion about such an act

:The Imam (‘a) commented

هَِثلاََّثلا دُحَأَ  اذَهَ 

.مْهَُل بُاجَتَسُْی  نَیذَِّلا لاَ 

This man is among one of the

(three categories of people whose prayers are never responded to.(1

According to another authentic tradition that is reported from `Umar ibn Yazid, Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) said

p: 105

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:77, H. 1 - - 1
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َّنأَ وَْل  تَْیأَرَأَ 

ءٌیْشَ هِْیلَعَ  طُقُسْیَ  نَاکَأَ  هَُباَب ، قَلَغْأَوَ  هُتَْیَب  لَخَدَ  لاًجُرَ 

؟ ءِامََّسلا نَِم 

If a

man were to enter his house and lock its door, would anything fall on him

(from the heavens?(1

Ayyub, the brother of Adim ibn Bayya` al-Harawi, is reported to have said that he and
some others were sitting in the presence of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) when al-`Ala' ibn
Kamil came and sat in front of the Imam (‘a) and asked, “Pray to Almighty Allah to

.” provide me with easy sustenance

:The Imam (‘a) answered

امَکَ بُْلطْأُ  کََل ! وعُدْأَ  لاَ 

.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  كَرَمَأَ 

No, I will not. You must

(seek sustenance as Almighty Allah has ordered you to do.(2

This struggle to seek sustenance has been elevated to such a degree that it has
.attained the rank of jihad or even higher

:In an authentic tradition, al-halabi has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

هِِلایَعِ یلَعَ  ُّداکَْلا 

.اللهِا لِیِبسَ  یِف  دِهِاجَمُْلاکَ 

He who works to provide
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his dependents with sustenance is like a mujahid who fights for the

(sake of Almighty Allah.(3

According to another authentic tradition, Zakariyya ibn Adam has reported Imam al-
:Riza (‘a) as saying

p: 106

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:77, H. 2 - - 1

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:78, H. 3 - - 2
Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:88, H. 1. This section and the following ones bear - - 3

.positive traditions that demonstrate this concept
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لِضْفَ نِْم  بُُلطْیَ  يذَِّلا 

نَِم اًرجْأَ  مُظَعْأَ  هَُلایَعِ  هِِب  ُّفکُیَ  امَ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهِا ،

.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا ، لِیِبسَ  یِف  دِهِاجَمُْلا 

He who seeks the grace of

Almighty Allah to provide enough sustenance for his dependents will have a

(greater reward than fighting for the sake of Almighty Allah.(1

:Muhammad ibn Marwan has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

یغِبَْنیَ دَووُادَ : لِآ  هِمَکْحِ  یِف  َّنإِ 

هٍَّمرَمَ ثٍلاََث : یِف  َّلاإِ  اًنعِاظَ  يرَُی  نْأَ لاَ  لِِقاعَْلا  مِِلسْمُْلِل 

.مٍَّرحَُم تِاذَ  رِْیغَ  یِف  هٍَّذَل  وْأَ  دٍاعَمَِل ، دٍُّوزَتَ  وْأَ  شٍاعَمَِل ،

یَلإِ اهَِب  یضِْفُی  هٌعَاسَ  هَُل  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  لِِقاعَْلا  مِِلسْمُْلِل  یغِبَْنیَوَ 

هَُناوَخْإِ یِقلاَُی  هٌعَاسَوَ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهِا  نَْیَبوَ  هُنَْیَب  امَیِف  هِِلمَعَ 

یِلخُْی هٌعَاسَوَ  هِِترَخِآ ، رِْمأَ  یِف  هَُنوضُوِافَُیوَ  مْهُضُوِافَُی  نَیذَِّلا 

کَْلِت یلَعَ  نٌوْعَ  اهََّنإِفَ  مٍَّرحَُم ، رِْیغَ  یِف  اهَِتاَّذَلوَ  هِسِْفَن  نَْیَب 

.نِْیتَعَاَّسلا

The following statement is

written in the book of wisdom of (Prophet) David’s household: A Muslim of

sane mind must not be seen busy except in three pursuits: improving his

livelihood, supplying himself with provisions for the life to come, and

seeking lawful pleasures. A rational Muslim is also required to dedicate an
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hour to acts directed to Almighty Allah, another hour to meeting his

brethren-in-faith to discuss the affairs of the Hereafter, and a third hour

to gain lawful pleasures. The third hour helps him do the work of the first

(two hours properly.(2

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) provided excellent practical examples in order to emphasize the
importance of work and clarified this principle empirically so that their followers would

.follow their examples

p: 107

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:88, H. 2 - - 1

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:87, H. 1 - - 2
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According to an authentic tradition, `Abd al-Rahman ibn al-hajjaj has reported Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) as recounting the following

Muhammad ibn al-Munkadir used to say: I never thought that `Ali ibn al-husayn (‘a)
would leave a successor as excellent as himself until I saw his son, Muhammad (‘a). I
wanted to give him a lesson, but he gave me one. On a hot day, I went to al-Madinah
where I saw Imam al-Baqir (‘a). I said to myself, “A great man of Quraysh working at
this hour of day in search of the material world! I will certainly give him some advice.” I
approached and gave a salutation. Still catching his breath, he returned my greeting.
Sweat was pouring from his head and face because of the heat. I said, “May Allah help
you! A great man of Quraysh is seeking worldly provisions at this time of the day!
What will happen if death overtakes you in this situation?” He said, “If death
overtakes me in this situation, I will be in a state of obedience to Almighty Allah. I am
afraid of death only when I am committing a sin!” I said, “May Allah bless you! You are

(thoroughly right. I intended to give you advice but you gave it to me!”(1

:Muhammad ibn `Adhafir has reported his father as saying

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) gave my father one thousand and seven hundred dinars asking
:him to use it in business. The Imam (‘a) then said

p: 108

Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi: 5:73-74, h 1. Muhammad ibn al-Munkadir was one of the - - 1
superior master and most trustworthy scholars of Sunnis. He died in AH 130 or 131. This
section of the previous reference book comprises many narrations about the Ahl al-

.Bayt’s acting as examples to be followed
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هٌبَغْرَ یِل  سَْیَل  هَُّنإِ  امَأَ 

تُْببَحْأَ یِّنکَِلوَ  هِیِف ، اًبوغُرْمَ  حُْبِّرلا  نَاکَ  نْإِوَ  اهَحِْبرِ ، یِف 

.هِدِِئاوَفَِل اًضِّرعَتَُم  َّزعَوَ ، َّلجَ  اللهُا ، یَِنارَیَ  نْأَ 

Verily, I do not have the

desire to gain profits from this business even though profit is something

.desired; rather, I just want Almighty Allah to see me seeking His interests

My father made a one hundred dinar profit from the business he undertook. The
Imam (‘a), having been informed of this, rejoiced and had my father add the profit to
the capital. When my father died and the investment was still with him, Imam al-Sadiq
(‘a) summoned me and wrote down, “May Allah grant wellbeing to you and us! I have
given Abu-Muhammad one thousand seven hundred dinars to use them in business.

.” So, please hand this amount over to `Umar ibn Yazid

When I searched in my father’s register, I found the following written therein: “Abu-
Musa has one thousand and seven hundred dinars invested with me, and I made a
profit of one hundred dinars for him. `Abdullah ibn Sinan and `Umar ibn Yazid have

(full acquaintance with the matter.”(1

p: 109

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:76, H. 12 - - 1
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General Trend of Economic Activity

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) founded a set of principles to be the general
trend in the economic activities of their followers. The first principle was to seek
sustenance without indolence by exerting all possible effort to provide for oneself

.through work

Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported, through a valid chain of authority, that Sadir asked
?” Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “What is a man required to do to seek sustenance

:The Imam (‘a) answered

تَطْسََبوَ کََباَب  تَحْتَفَ  اذَإِ 

.کَْیلَعَ امَ  تَْیضَقَ  دْقَفَ  کَطَاسَِب 

If you open the door [of

your store] and stretch your rug [on which you exhibit your goods], you will

(have done perfectly what you are required to do.(1

Al-Tayyar is reported to have said that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) asked him, “What is your
?” current profession or what kind of job are you currently doing

.” He answered, “I have no job

:The Imam (‘a) instructed

p: 110

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:79, H. 1 - - 1
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اًتْیَب ذْخُفَ 

تَْلعَفَ اذَإِفَ  اًطاسَِب ، هِیِف  طْسُْباوَ  هَُّشرُوَ  هُءَانَفَ  سُْنکْاوَ 

.کَْیلَعَ بَجَوَ  امَ  تَْیضَقَ  دْقَفَ  کَِلذَ 

Betake“

yourself a store, sweep the confines, and stretch a rug therein. If you do

.” so, you will have done perfectly what you are obligated to do

The reporter said, “When I carried out the Imam’s instruction, I was given ample

(sustenance.”(1

:Ibn al-Qaddah has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

.لُسَکَْلا لِمَعَْلا  ُّودُعَ 

Laziness is the enemy of

(work.(2

:Imam Musa al-Kazim (‘a) is reported to have said

، مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَ  یِبأَ ، لَاقَ 

امَهَُّنإِفَ رَجََّضلاوَ ، لَسَکَْلاوَ  كَاَّیإِ  هِدِْلوِ : ضِْعبَِل 

.هِرَخِلآاوَ ایَْنُّدلا  نَِم  کَِّظحَ  نِْم  کَِناعَنَمْیَ 

My father said to one of

his sons, “Beware of laziness and tedium, for they deprive you of your share

(of this world and the Hereafter.”(3

The second principle was commitment to seeking only legal sustenance. Almighty

Allah, ordered man to seek of His sustenance and guaranteed it to him—provided it
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.was sought through lawful means

:He, the Almighty, has thus said

نَودُعَوُت امَوَ  مْکُُقزْرِ  ءِامََّسلا  یِفوَ 

.In heaven is your sustenance, and (also) that which you are promised

(51:22)

Complying with this divine instruction, the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) asserted
that, while seeking sustenance, it is

p: 111

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:79, H. 2 - - 1

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:85, H. 1 - - 2

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:85, H. 2 - - 3
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necessary to maintain balance between obligation and what Almighty Allah has
determined for each individual. As a result, man is required to seek sustenance and, at
the same time, be committed to the regulations and general rules determined by

.Islam, avoiding squandering or violations of these regulations

Abu-hamzah al-Thumali has reported on the authority of Imam al-Baqir (‘a) that the
:Holy Prophet (s) said in his famous sermon at the Farewell Pilgrimage

هَُّنأَ یعِوْرَ  یِف  ثَفََن  نَیِملأَا  حَوُّرلا  َّنإِ  لاَأَ 

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهَا  اوقَُّتافَ  اهَقَزْرِ ، لَمِکْتَسْتَ  یَّتحَ  سٌْفَن  تُومُتَ  لاَ 

قِزِّْرلا نَِم  ءٍیْشَ  ءُاطَْبِتسْإ  مُکَُّنلَمِحْیَ  لاَوَ  بِلََّطلا  یِف  اوُلمِجْأَوَ 

یَلاعَتَوَ كَرَابَتَ  اللهَا  َّنإِفَ  اللهِا ، هِیَصِْعمَ  نِْم  ءٍیْشَِب  هُوُبِلطْتَ  نْأَ 

نِمَفَ .اًمارَحَ  اهَمِّْسقَُی  مَْلوَ  لاًلاَحَ  هِقِْلخَ  نَْیَب  قَازَرْلأَا  مََّسقَ 

نْمَوَ هِِّلحِ ، نِْم  هِِقزْرِِب  اللهُا  هُاتَأَ  رَبَصَوَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  یقََّتإ 

نِْم هِِب  َّصُق  هِِّلحِ  رِْیغَ  نِْم  هُذَخَأَفَ  لََّجعَوَ  رِْتِّسلا  بَاجَحِ  کَتَهَ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  هِْیلَعَ  بَسِوحُوَ  لِلاَحَْلا  هِِقزْرِ 

Verily, the Trustworthy

Spirit (the Angel Gabriel) inspired in me that no single soul will die before

fully receiving its sustenance. So, (you must) fear Almighty Allah and seek

sustenance. Do not make the delay in an amount of your sustenance incite you

to seek it through an act of disobedience to Almighty Allah, for He, the

Blessed and Exalted, has divided lawful sustenance, never unlawful

sustenance, among His creatures. Therefore, whoever fears Almighty Allah and
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waits patiently, Almighty Allah will give him his lawful sustenance, but

whoever ravages the curtain of protection and rushes to take his sustenance
,unlawfully

Almighty Allah will reduce it from his lawful sustenance and leave him to compensate

(for it on the Day of Resurrection.(1
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Ibrahim ibn Abi’l-Ballad has reported on the authority of his father that Imam al-Baqir
:(‘a) said

دْقَوَ َّلاإِ  سٍْفَن  نِْم  سَْیَل 

یِف اهَیِتأْیَ  لاًلاَحَ  اهَقَزْرِ  اهََل  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهُا ، ضَرَفَ 

یَهِ نْإِفَ  .رَخَآ  هٍجْوَ  نِْم  مِارَحَْلاِب  اهََل  ضَرَعَوَ  هٍیَِفاعَ ،

يذَِّلا لِلاَحَْلا  نَِم  هِِب  اهََّصاقَ  مِارَحَْلا  نَِم  اًئْیشَ  تَْلوَانَتَ 

اللهِا لُوْقَ  وَهُوَ  رٌیِثکَ ، لٌضْفَ  امَهُاوَسِ  اللهِا  دَْنعِوَ  اهََل ، ضَرُِف 

{� � � � : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ 

There is no single soul

but that Almighty Allah has decided for it its sustenance to be gained in a lawful

and wholesome way, but He has also determined the same sustenance if gained

unlawfully; therefore, if a soul takes any of its sustenance in an unlawful

,manner, Almighty Allah will reduce it from its lawfully-earned sustenance

which He has determined. With Almighty Allah, however, there is much more

grace than sustenance that is gained either lawfully or unlawfully, to which

(He has referred, saying, “Ask Allah of His grace.(4:32)”(1

The third principle was to take considerable interest in preserving one’s funds and
maintaining equilibrium in spending in order to avoid both squandering and

.parsimoniousness

:Almighty Allah has said in the Holy Qur'an

امًاوَقَ کَِلذَ  نَْیَب  نَاکَوَ  اورُُتْقیَ  مَْلوَ  اوُفرِسُْی  مَْل  اوقُفَْنأَ  اذَإِ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 
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Those who, when they spend, are not extravagant and not niggardly, but

(hold a just balance between those extremes. (25:67

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) also instructed that one’s funds must be cared for and managed

.personally, especially when such funds are considerable
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:Tha‘labah and other narrators have reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

نَِم لِامَْلا  حُلاَصْإِ 

.نِامَ _ يلإِا

Proper management of funds

(is part of faith.(1

Dawud ibn Sarhan has reported that he once saw Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) weighing dates
with his own hands. He thus said to him, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! You

.” could have ordered one of your sons or servants to save you from this deed

:The Imam (‘a) answered

حُِلصُْی هَُّنإِ لاَ  دُووُادَ ، ایَ 

، نِیِّدلا یِف  هُُّقفََّتلا  هٌَثلاََث : َّلاإِ  مَِلسْمُْلا  ءَرْمَْلا 

.هِشَیعِمَْلا یِف  رِیدِْقَّتلا  نُسْحُوَ  هِبَِئاَّنلا ، یلَعَ  رُْبَّصلاوَ 

O Dawud, three matters can

(lead a Muslim to uprightness: (1) mastery in religious knowledge, (2

(steadfastness against misfortune, and (3) good management of livelihood.(2

:Yunus has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) instructed him saying

كَرِوُمأُ رَابَکِ  رْشِاَب 

رِاقَعَْلا هِیَرِشْأَ  بَرْضَ  ...كَرِْیغَ  یَلإِ  َّفشَ  امَ  لْکِوَ  کَسِْفنَِب ،

.اهَهَبَشْأَ امَوَ 

Manage your major affairs in person, and employ others to manage minor

dealings…major affairs include purchasing real estate and matters of a similar
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(nature.(3

The fourth principle is commitment to a policy of economization, which includes saving
one’s annual provisions, according to the religious law of Islam, so as to

p: 114

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:87, H. 3 - - 1

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:87, H. 4 - - 2
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:90-91, H. 1 - - 3

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1015 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_114_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.eliminate neediness and avoid requiring aid from others

:Al-hasan ibn al-Jahm has reported that he heard Imam al-Riza (‘a) saying

لَخَدْأَ اذَإِ  نَاسَْنلإِا  َّنإِ 

وُبأَوَ رٍفَْعجَ  وُبأَ  نَاکَوَ  .حَارَتَسْاوَ  هُرُهْظَ  َّفخَ  هِِتنَسَ  مَاعَطَ 

یَّتحَ هًدَْقعُ  نِایَرِتَشْیَ  لاَ  مُلاََّسلا ، امَهِْیلَعَ  اللهِادِْبعَ ،

.امَهِِتنَسَ مَاعَطَ  ازَرِحُْی 

If one saves the

.provisions of a year, one’s burdens will be light and one will rest

Abu-Ja`far (al-Baqir) (‘a) and Abu-`Abdullah (al-Sadiq) (‘a) did not purchase

even a knot before they would have already saved provisions for that whole

(year.(1

Ibn Bukayr has reported on the authority of Imam al-Riza (‘a) that the Holy Prophet
:(s) said

تْزَرَحْأَ اذَإِ  سَْفَّنلا  َّنإِ 

.تَّْرقَتَسْإ اهَتَوُق 

Verily, after a person saves

(his (annual) provisions, he will certainly be stable.(2

The fifth principle was autonomy in business such that the investments and profit of
.one’s business would be one’s own concern rather than dealing with partners

:Al-Mufazzal ibn `Umar has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

نْمَ
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فَْیکَوَ لاَ .قَزِّْرلا  هِسِْفَن  یلَعَ  رَظَحَ  دْقَفَ  هُسَْفَن  رَجَآ 

؟ هُرَجَآ يذَِّلا  هِِّبرَِل  وَهُفَ  هِیِف  بَاصَأَ  امَوَ  هُرُظُحْیَ 

Whoever becomes an employee of another has in fact banned

(sustenance on himself.(3

(This is because whatever he gains goes to his employer.(4

p: 115
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Ammar al-Sabati has reported that he once said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “Men who are`
.” employed in business give whatever they earn to their employers

:The Imam (‘a) commented

نْکَِلوَ هُسَْفَن ، رُجِاؤَُی  لاَ 

رَظَحَ هُسَْفَن  رَجَآ  نْإِفَ  رُجَِّتیَوَ ، َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  قُزِرْتَسْیَ 

.قَزِّْرلا هِسِْفَن  یلَعَ 

They must not accept to be

used as employees; rather, they should seek Almighty Allah’s sustenance and

work in business for themselves. If they accept to be used as employees, then

(they will have banned sustenance on themselves.(1

The sixth principle was to distribute funds in a number of economic occupations and
.not invest everything in one area

According to a valid tradition, Mu`ammar ibn Khallad has reported that he heard
:Imam al-Riza (‘a) recounting the following

A man came to Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) to try to give him advice. “O Abu-`Abdullah,” said
the man, “Why have you separated the funds in scattered sectors. If they were all put

.” in one occupation, it would be easier to supervise and provide greater benefit

:The Imam (‘a) answered

، هًقَِّرفَتَُم اهَُتذْخََّتإِ 

هَُّرُّصلاوَ لُامَْلا ، اذَهَ  مَِلسَ  ءٌیْشَ  لَامَْلا  اذَهَ  بَاصَأَ  نْإِفَ 

.هِِّلکُ اذَهَِب  عُمَجْتَ 

I have distributed them among
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.various sectors so that if one sector loses, the other funds will be saved

(At any rate, the total is the composite of all these funds.(2

p: 116
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The seventh principle was avoidance of saving, storing, or transferring all of one’s
funds into currency, gold, or silver. One should conduct business with one’s funds or

.transfer them into real estate, farms, or commercial enterprises

:Zurarah has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) say

اًئْیشَ لُجَُّرلا  فُِّلخَُی  امَ 

، طِِئاحَْلا یِف  هُُلعَجْیَ  ...تِِماَّصلا  لِامَْلا  نَِم  هِِْیلَعَ  َّدشَأَ 

.رِاَّدلا وِأَ  نِاتَسُْبْلا  یِف  یِنْعیَ 

No legacy is worse than

money that lays stagnant…money must be transferred into estates; i.e. farms

(or houses.(1

Through these principles, we get an idea about the general economic activities that
.the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) determined for their followers

p: 117
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Directing Economic Activity

Point

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) did not stop at principles; rather, they directed the economic

activities of the virtuous community after examining the social, political and economic

circumstances under which the Muslim community in general and the virtuous
.community in particular lived

Common Activities

A general view of professions that produced greater benefit pointed out the following
:fields of economic activity

Agriculture: cultivating lands of the ruling regime (i.e. annexed lands), cultivating ( 1)
derelict lands, entering into a farm-sharing contract (muzara`ah), or irrigating lands

.by digging wells and canals

.Animal Husbandry: shepherding, providing fodder and in-house breeding ( 2)

Trade: facilitating processes of exchanging money for goods, distribution of goods ( 3)
internally and externally through transport of goods to various regions and countries

(. (i.e. import and export

.Manual labor: weaving, saddle making, blacksmithing, construction, etc ( 4)

.Extracting natural resources: mining, diving, hunting and fishing ( 5)

,Professions and crafts: tailoring, goldsmithery ( 6)

p: 118
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.tanning, preparation of medications, and similar professions and services

Clerical jobs: clerks, constabulary, jobs in the military forces, tax collection, ( 7)
.employment, governorship and the like

Cultural, educational, and the arts: teaching, writing, oration, poetry, novel writing, ( 8)
.drawing, sculpture, ornamentation, calligraphy, etc

Complete avoidance of religiously forbidden professions: sorcery, witchcraft, black ( 9)
.arts, sale of wine and intoxicants, managing brothels and so on

Of course, economic activities vary with regard to the social conditions and
circumstances. However, except for forbidden earnings, these activities are

necessary for human societies because they help in their perfection and, sometimes,
some of these activities are even obligatory according to the religious code of Islamic

law; that is, they are obligatory collectively upon the society and when some

individuals carry out those activities such that the needs of society are met, the others
.will be released from responsibility in that regard

In the past, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) would engage in a large variety of
economic activities, other than those that were forbidden—a fact that can be
understood from the reports on the religious laws appertaining to such activities.
Other reports have also asserted that the followers practiced various activities and

.would ask the Holy Imams (‘a) about the details of laws pertaining to their jobs

p: 119
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Forbidden Activities

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) prohibited their followers from practicing certain activities,
.previously mentioned as religiously forbidden professions

According to an authentic tradition, Abu-Basir has reported that he asked Imam al-
.Baqir (‘a) about the legality of occupying offices in the ruling regimes of unjust rulers

:The Imam (‘a) answered

لاَوَ لاَ  دٍَّمحَُم ، اَبأَ  ایَ 

َّلاإِ اًئْیشَ  مْهُایَْندُ  نِْم  بُیصُِی  مْهُدَحَأَ لاَ  َّنإِ  .مٍلَقَ  هَُّدُم 

.هُلَْثِم هِِنیدِ  نِْم  اوُباصَأَ 

O Abu-Muhammad, never help

them in any matter even if it be as trivial as handing them over a pen. No

one can obtain any worldly benefits from them without losing a part of their faith

(in the same amount as the benefit.(1

:According to another authentic tradition, Ibn Abi-Ya`fur has reported the following

I was once in the presence of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) when one of our acquaintances (i.e.
followers of our faith) visited him and said, “May Allah lead you to more success! One
of us who is exposed to penury or indigence might be offered (by the despotic ruling
authorities) employment to construct a building, clear waste from a river, or fix a

?” beaver-dam. What is your opinion in this regard

:The Imam (‘a) said

مْهَُل تُدْقَعَ  یِّنأَ  ُّبحِأُ  امَ 

، اهَْتیََبلاَ نَْیَب  امَ  یِل  َّنإِوَ  ءًاکَوِ  مْهَُل  تُْیکَوَ  وْأَ  هًدَْقعُ 
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یِف هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هِمَلََّظلا  نَاوَعْأَ  َّنإِ  .مٍلَقَ  هَُّدُم  لاَوَ  لاَ 

.دِابَعِْلا نَْیَب  اللهُا  مَکُحْیَ  یَّتحَ  رٍاَن  نِْم  قَدِارَسُ 

I would never desire to do

anything for them, even if it be as trivial as untying a knot or sewing a

bag, even if they give me whatever lies between its (i.e. al-Madinah) two

extremes (i.e. mountains on either side). Definitely not! Even if it be

handing over a pen. On the Day of Resurrection, the assistants of the tyrants

shall be put under a canopy of fire and kept there until Almighty Allah

(finishes settling accounts with all His worshippers.(2
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Likewise, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) forbade their followers from practicing other banned
activities that were common in that age, such as rearing girls for singing, using them
as slaves, or selling them; selling forbidden things like corpses, blood, filthy things,
and intoxicants; working for the benefit of the singing profession, sorcery, witchcraft,
or black arts; cheating, counterfeiting, or working in prostitution in addition to other

.banned activities mentioned in the books of practical laws

They also instructed their followers to avoid certain activities and occupations which
were considered by them to be objectionable or requiring precaution. The reason for
this was that such occupations required high proficiency in religious law to be
practiced properly—either because ordinary people do not pay enough attention to
details of religious requirements or because of certain subtle spiritual and moral

aspects. Money-changing, goldsmithery, and butchery are examples of these
.objectionable economic activities

According to a valid tradition, Ishaq ibn `Ammar has reported that he once visited
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and informed him

p: 121
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about the birth of his son, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you!” said Ishaq,
?” “Which craft should I teach him

:The Imam (‘a) answered

ءَایَشْأَ هِسَمْخَ  نْعَ  هُتَْلدَعَ  اذَإِ 

َّیِفرَْیَّصلا لاَ َّنإِفَ  اًّیِفرَْیصَ  هُمِّْلسَُت  لاَ  تَْئشِ ؛ ثُْیحَ  هُْعضَفَ 

بَحِاصَ َّنإِفَ  نِافَکْلأَا  عَاَّیَب  هُمِّْلسَُت  لاَوَ  اَبِّرلا ، نَِم  مُلَسْیَ 

مِاعََّطلا عَاَّیَب  هُمِّْلسَُت  لاَوَ  نَاکَ ، اذَإِ  ءُاَبوّلا  هُُّرسُیَ  نِافَکْلأَا 

رَاَّزجَْلا َّنإِِف  اًرازّجَ  هُمِّْلسَُت  لاَوَ  رِاکَِتحْلإا ، نَِم  مُلَسْیَ  هَُّنإِفَ لاَ 

، اللهِا لَوسُرَ  َّنإِفَ  اًساَّخَن  هُمِّْلسَُت  لاَوَ  هُمَحَّْرلا ، هُْنِم  بُلَسُْت 

.سَاَّنلا عَاَب  نْمَ  سِاَّنلا  ُّرشَ  لَاقَ : هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

If you

turn him away from the following five crafts, you may then teach him any

,craft you like: (1) You must not put him in the craft of money-changing

because a moneychanger cannot avoid usury. (2) You must not involve him in

the craft of coffin-selling, because a coffin-seller is pleased when a plague

,comes upon the people. (3) You must not involve him in food-brokerage

because monopoly rarely leaves a food-broker. (4) You must not teach him to

’be a butcher, because mercy and sympathy has been divested from butchers

hearts. (5) You must not put him in the slave-trade, because Allah’s

Messenger (s) has said, “The most evil of all people are those who sell
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(people.”(1

According to another validly reported tradition, Talhah ibn Zayd reported on the
:authority of Imam Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) that the Holy Prophet (s) said

یِّنإِ

وْأَ اًباَّصقَ  هُلَعَجْتَ  نْأَ  اهَُتْیهََنوَ  اًملاَغُ  یِتَلاخَ  تُْیطَعْأَ 

.اًغِئاصَ وْأَ  اًماَّجحَ 

I have given my (maternal) aunt a slave-boy and I warned

(her against teaching him to be a butcher, a cupper, or a goldsmith.(2

p: 122

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:114, H. 4 - - 1

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:114, H. 5 - - 2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1027 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_122_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_122_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Abu-Isma`il al-Razi (i.e. of Ray, currently Tehran), the sword-polisher, has reported
that he visited Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) carrying two garments. “Abu-Isma`il,” The Imam

(‘a) said, “I have been gifted many garments by you but none of them was as fine as
.” these two

Abu-Isma`il said, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! These were spun by my

.” wife and woven by me

?” The Imam (‘a) asked astonishingly, “Are you a weaver

.Yes, I am” Abu-Isma`il answered“

!” The Imam (‘a) warned, “Do not be a weaver

?” Abu-Isma`il asked, “If I do not, then what should I be

!” The Imam (‘a) instructed, “You may be a sword-polisher

Abu-Isma`il commented: I had two dirhams with which I bought swords and antique
(mirrors. I then went to Ray and sold them at great profit.(1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), of course, demonstrated that these crafts are not objectionable
in themselves, but rather are undesirable because they were attached to some

complicated matters. They clarified that the warning against engagement in such
crafts was because of confusing ethical and legal matters attached to them. On other

.occasions, they also confirmed that honesty must be present in every job

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) has said
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، َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهَا ، َّنإِ 

.نَیِملأَا فَرِتَحْمُْلا  ُّبحُِی 

Verily, Almighty Allah

(loves trustworthy professionals.(1

Unambiguous Economic Activities

In addition to their directives in this field, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) chose for their followers a
set of economic activities to be the main object of their attention and the center of
their activities. In this respect, we will refer to three activities: commerce, agriculture

.(in its common sense), and utilization of real estate

p: 124
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Commerce

Point

Commerce is considered the chief and most important economic profession. It
identifies market value and balances prices within the frame of supply and demand

and in the field of production. Accordingly, commerce contributes largely to provide
.the vital necessities of human societies

Founded on this fact, commerce had a special significance in the Islamic economic

.theory and was preferred over other economic activities

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) used various methods of expression to urge engagement in
.business and commerce

Clarifying the vital role of commerce, they are reported to have said that nine tenths
(of sustenance or blessings lie in commerce.(1

.They also declared that commerce increased the dignity of man

:Shaykh al-Saduq has reported al-Mu`alla ibn Khunays as saying

:As he noticed that I was late for work, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) urged me saying

p: 125

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:3-5, H. 3, 4, 5, 8, 12 - - 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1030 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_125_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.كَِّزعِ یَلإِ  دُغْأُ 

.Go and join your dignity

:According to another tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to one of his servants

ظْفَحْإِ اللهِا ، دَْبعَ  ایَ 

.کَسَْفَن کَمَارَکْإِوَ  کَِقوسُ  یَلإِ  كََّودُغُ  ...كََّزعِ 

O

servant of Allah, watch over your dignity…it is to go to markets and honor

(yourself therein.(1

Furthermore, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) declared that doing business keeps men’s intellects
.sound

:According to another valid tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

صُقِْنُی هِرَاجَِّتلا  كُرْتَ 

.لَْقعَلا

Abandonment

(of business reduces faculty of reason.(2

Mu`adh, a garment seller, has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) asked him, “O
?” Mu`adh, have you become too weak to do business or have you forsaken it

!” Mu`adh answered, “Neither of these two

The Imam (‘a) thus asked for justification (about why he was not working), and
Mu`adh explained, “I have more than enough money for my livelihood and I am not
indebted to anyone. Hence, I do not think that I will consume all my savings up to my

.” death
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:The Imam (‘a) instructed

اهَکَرْتَ َّنإِفَ  اهَکْرُْتتَ ، لاَ 

مُهُ اوُنوکُیَ  نْأَ  كَاَّیإِوَ  کَِلایَعِ ، یلَعَ  عَسْإِ  .لِْقعَْلِل  هٌبَهِذُْم 

.کَْیلَعَ هَاعَُّسلا 

.Do not forsake business, because forsaking it decreases one’s reason

(Work for your dependents and never let them work for you.(3
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Burayd al-`Ujali is reported to have asked his son-in-law Muhammad ibn Muslim to
ask Imam al-Sadiq’s opinion about a matter that he had decided to undertake, “Many
deposits and funds have been given to me for safekeeping and I am anxious because
of them. I would like now to forsake all worldly affairs and give these back to their

.” owners

:When Muhammad conveyed the matter to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), the Imam said

هُسَْفَن أُدَْبیَأَ  دَُّمحَُم ، ایَ 

.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ  یطِْعُیوَ  ذُخُأْیَ  نْکَِلوَ  لاَ ، بِرْحَْلاِب ؟

O Muhammad, is he

intending to wage war against himself? No, he must not do thus; rather, he can

(receive (income) and give (to others) for the sake of Almighty Allah.(1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) also declared that doing business saves the virtuous community

.from begging

Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported on the authority of Muhammad ibn Muslim on the
:authority of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) that Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a) said

َّنإِفَ هِرَاجَِّتلِل ، اوضَُّرعَتَ 

.سِاَّنلا يدِْیأَ  یِف  اَّمعَ  مْکَُل  یًنغِ  اهَیِف 

Engage yourselves in

business, because this will save you from being in need of what others hold

.in possession

:According to another tradition, the Imam (‘a) said

هَرَاجَِّتلا بَلَطَ  نْمَ 
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.سِاَّنلا نِعَ  ینَْغتَسْإ 

Whoever engages in

(business will cope without the help of others.(2
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Because of the significance and merits of commerce, the Holy Prophet (s) engaged in
.business both with the capital of Lady Khadijah (‘a) and independently

Referring to the noble characteristics of righteous people, the Holy Qur'an indicates
:that the righteous are engaged in business

رُاصَْبأَْلاوَ بُوُلقُْلا  هِیِف  بَُّلقَتَتَ  امًوْیَ  نَوُفاخَیَ  هِاکََّزلا  ءِاتَیإِوَ  هِالََّصلا  مِاقَإِوَ  هَِّللا  رِکْذِ  نْعَ  عٌْیَب  اَلوَ  هٌرَاجَِت  مْهِیهِْلُت  اَل  لٌاجَرِ 

men whom neither…

merchandise nor selling divert from the remembrance of Allah and the keeping

up of prayer and the giving of poor-rate; they fear a day in which the hearts

(and eyes shall turn about. (24:37

Shaykh al-Kulayni, through a valid chain of authority, has reported that Asbat ibn
Salim said that he once visited Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) who asked him about the manners

of `Umar ibn Muslim. When he was informed that `Umar had given up business, the
:Imam (‘a) said

! نِاطَْیَّشلا لُمَعَ 

!This is the act of Satan

:Having repeated the same statement three times, the Imam (‘a) said

مَِلعَ امَأَ 

، هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لَوسُرَ  َّنأَ 

، هُنَْیدَ یضَقَ  امَ  اهَیِف  لَضَْفتَسْافَ  مِاَّشلا  نَِم  تْتَأَ  اًریعِ  يرَتَشْإ 

لُوقُیَ هَِّللا } رِکْذِ  نْعَ  عٌْیَب  اَلوَ  هٌرَاجَِت  مْهِیهِْلُت  اَل  لٌاجَرِ  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا ، لُوقُیَ  هِِتَبارَُق ؟ یِف  مََّسقَوَ 

! اوُبذِکَ .نَورُجَِّتیَ  اوُنوکُیَ  مَْل  مَوْقَْلا  َّنإِ  صُاَّصقُْلا 

مْهُوَ اهَِتاقَیِم ، یِف  هَلاََّصلا  نَوعُدَیَ  اوُنوکُیَ  مَْل  مْهَُّنکَِلوَ 
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.رْجَِّتیَ مَْلوَ  هَلاََّصلا  رَضَحَ  ِم  نَّْمَ لُضَْفأَ 

He should know that the Messenger of Allah (s) purchased some camels

that had been brought from Sham, settled his debts from the profits and

distributed the remainder among his relatives. Almighty Allah says, “Men whom

neither merchandise nor selling diverts from the remembrance of Allah….” Some

storytellers claim that the men praised in this verse did not work! Such

,storytellers are liars. These (praised) men were engaged in business

but they would also never miss performing all the prayers in their

prescribed) times. They were superior to those who performed prayers but)

(forsook business.(1

p: 128
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As has been previously cited, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) used to do business with his money

.through sleeping partnerships although he was not himself in need of money

However, at the same time that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) urged their followers to engage in
commercial activities, they warned them against involvement in ethical and religious

.problems that might accompany such activities

Al-Asbagh ibn Nubatah has reported that he heard Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a)
(: saying from the minbar (pulpit

، رِاَّجُّتلا رَشَْعمَ  ایَ 

َّمُث هَْقفِْلا  رَجََّتمُْلا ، َّمُث  هَْقفِْلا  رَجََّتمُْلا ، َّمُث  هَْقفِْلا 

بِیِبدَ نِْم  یفَخْأَ  هَِّملأُا  هِذِهَ  یِف  اَبِّرلَل  اللهِاوَ ، .رَجََّتمُْلا 

، رٌجِافَ رُجِاَّتلا  .قِدِّْصلاِب  مْکَُنامَ  _ يإِ اوُبوشُ  .افََّصلا  یلَعَ  لِمَّْنلا 

.َّقحَْلا یطَعْأَوَ  َّقحَْلا  ذَخَأَ  نْمَ  َّلاإِ  رِاَّنلا ، یِف  رُجِافَْلاوَ 

O group of traders, give priority

to learning religious laws over engagement in business. Give priority to

learning religious laws over engagement in business. Give priority to learning

religious laws over engagement in business. By Allah (I swear), usury in this

nation is more observed than ants’ creeping on the Hillock of Safa. So, fuse your

faith with honesty. Except those who give duly and take duly, a dealer is

(wicked and the wicked will be in Hellfire.(1

p: 129
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

ظْفَحْیَْلفَ يرَتَشْإوَ  عَاَب  نْمَ 

، اَبِّرلا َّنعَیِبیَ : لاَوَ  َّنیَرِتَشْیَ  لاَفَ  َّلاإِوَ  لٍاصَخِ  سَمْخَ 

اذَإ َّمَّذلاوَ  عَاَب ، اذَإِ  دَمْحَْلاوَ  بِْیعَْلا ، نَامَْتکِوَ  فَْلحِْلاوَ ،

.يرَتَشْإ

He who is engaged in buying

or selling must avoid the following five things and, if not, must neither buy

,nor sell: (1) usury, (2) taking oaths, (3) concealment of an item’s defects

speaking highly of a commodity to be sold, and (5) finding fault with the ( 4)

(commodity to be purchased.(1

Objectives of Encouraging Commerce

In particular, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) encouraged their followers to engage in commerce

.because they intended to achieve definite objectives for the virtuous community

:These objectives can be summed up in the following points

Economic activity begets positive moral and spiritual results as mentioned in ( 1)
traditions already referred to. In plain words, economic activity is regarded as one of
the most important social activities and people that engage in commerce gain the
respect and esteem of others. All high-ranking personalities have engaged in

.economic commerce

Such business activities produce flexibility, freedom, and continuous motion. The ( 2)
nature of doing business

p: 130
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requires activity, travel, and building expansive relations with various social milieus

and provides flexibility in choosing how to spend one’s time, how to invest one’s
.capital, and what categories of people to deal with

Such activities earn sizeable profits for those who participate in them. According to ( 3)
some traditions one attains up to nine tenths of his sustenance through commerce.
Such wealth increases the financial capacity of the virtuous community and ensures a
definite and considerable financial resource to its administration through the khums

.that are levied from such assets

p: 131
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Agriculture

Point

In its all-inclusive sense (which includes animal-husbandry) agriculture and

agricultural investment are counted among the most important economic means for
nations and communities both because they are chief sources of food and major

sources of raw materials that are used in many essential, transformative and manual

industries. Therefore, the Islamic economic theory has conferred upon agriculture the
second level of importance after commerce and even the highest level under certain
economic circumstances (such as a besiegement) or for certain social classes (such as
working class). Moreover, no nation or community can ever achieve ideal

.independence unless there is sufficiency in agricultural production

Increasing its importance, the funds obtained from agricultural activities are usually
pure, legal, and free from legal obscurity. As a result, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are reported

.to have classified agriculture as the most lawful and pleasant of all professions

In his book, al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain on the
authority of Sayyabah that a man seeking certainty said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “May
Allah accept me as ransom for you! I heard some people saying that agriculture is

.” disapproved of

:The Imam (‘a) answered

p: 132
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، اوسُرِغْاوَ اوعُرَزْإِ 

.هُْنِم بَیَطْأَ  لاَوَ  َّلحَأَ  لاًمَعَ  سُاَّنلا  لَمِعَ  امَ  اللهِاوَ  لاَفَ 

You

may sow and plant. By Allah (I swear), people have never been engaged in any

(job that is more lawful and more pleasant than agriculture.(1

:According to another tradition, the Imam (‘a) is reported as saying

، ثُرْحَْلا لِامَعْلأَا  رُْیخَ 

.رُجِافَْلاوَ ُّربَْلا  هُْنِم  لُکُأْیَفَ  هُعُرَزْیَ 

The best of jobs is the

(sowing of a cultivated land from which both the good and the bad eat.(2

:According to a third tradition, the Imam (‘a) is reported as saying

نَوعُرِاَّزلا

مْهُوَ َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهُا  هُجَرَخْأَ  اًبیطِ  نَوعُرَزْیَ  مِاَنلأَا ، زُوُنکُ 

.هًَلزِْنمَ مْهُُبرَْقأَوَ  اًماقَمَ  سِاَّنلا  نُسَحْأَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ 

.نَیکِرَابَمُْلا نَوْعَدُْی 

Farmers are the treasures

of all creatures. They plant pleasant things that Almighty Allah causes to

grow. On the Day of Resurrection, they shall be the best of people in rank

(and the nearest in standing. They shall be called the blessed ones.(3

According to an acceptably reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported as
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:relating the following

:When he was asked about the best of income, the Holy Prophet (s) answered

هُُبحِاصَ هُعَرَزَ  عٌرْزَ 

.هِدِاصَحَ مَوْیَ  هَُّقحَ  يَّدأَوَ  هُحَلَصْأَوَ 

It is (the income from) a

crop that is tended and refined by the planter who then gives its due on its

.harvest day
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 13:193, H. 1 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 13:194, H. 6 - - 2
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When he was asked about the next category in superiority, the Holy Prophet (s)
:answered

عَِبتَ دْقَ  هَُل  مٍنَغَ  یِف  لٌجُرَ 

.هَاکََّزلا یِتؤُْیوَ  هَلاََّصلا  مُیقُِی  رِطْقَْلا ، عَضِاوَمَ  اهَِب 

It is the money of a man

,who tends his sheep leading them to rainwater and, at the same time

(maintains prayers and defrays the zakat tax.(1

Due to the significance of agriculture and the fortune and reformation found therein,
.the Prophets and Imams used to work in agriculture in various stages of their lives

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

قَزْرِ لَعَجَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

نِْم اًئْیشَ  اوهُرَکْیَ  َّلائَِل  عِرَّْضلاوَ  عِرَّْزلا  یِف  هِءِایَِبْنأَ 

.ءِامََّسلا رِطْقَ 

Verily, Almighty Allah has

made the sustenance of His prophets in agriculture and shepherding so that

(they would not resent any drops from the sky (i.e. rain).(2

:According to another tradition, the Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

َّلاإ اًّیِبَن  اللهُا  ثَعََب  امَ 

.اًطاَّیخَ ناَکَ  هَُّنإِفَ  سَیرِدْإ  َّلاإِ  اًعاَّرزَ ،

All the prophets that

(Almighty Allah has sent were farmers except (Prophet) Idris (‘a) who was a tailor.(3
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(The Holy Prophet (s) and Imam `Ali Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a
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.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:260-261, H. 6 - - 1
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:260, H. 2 - - 2

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:25, H. 3. The same is recorded in `Awali al- - - 3
.La'ali and other reference books of tradition, yet with a very little difference
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:worked in agriculture. In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

، نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رُیِمأَ  نَاکَ 

، نَیضِرَلأَا جُرِخْتَسْیَوَ  ِّرمُْلاِب  بُرِضْیَ  هِْیلَعَ ، اللهِا  تُاوَلَصَ 

يوََّنلا ُّصمُیَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لُوسُرَ  نَاکَوَ 

رَیِمأَ َّنإِوَ  هِِتعَاسَ ، نِْم  عُُلطْیَفَ  هُسُرِْغیَوَ  هِیفِِب 

.هِدِیَ ِّدکَوَ  هِِلامَ  نِْم  كٍوُلمْمَ  فَْلأَ  قَتَعْأَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا 

The Commander of the

.Faithful, peace of Allah be upon him, used a shovel and cultivated the soil

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his Household, used to take out

the seeds (of date-palm trees) and then plant them, and they would grow from

that moment. The Commander of the Faithful manumitted one thousand (bonded

(slaves) out of the money he had obtained from work with his own hands.(1

In his book, al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni through a valid chain of authority has also
(: reported the following account on the authority of Imam al-Baqir (‘a

رَیِمأَ لٌجُرَ  یَقَِل 

لَاقَفَ يوًَن ، نِْم  قٌسْوَ  هُتَحْتَوَ  مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا ،

فِْلأَ هَُئاِم  لَاقَفَ : کَتَحْتَ ؟ نِسَحَْلا ، اَبأَ  ایَ  اذَهَ ، امَ  هَُل :

.هًدَحِاوَ هًاوََن  هُْنِم  رْدِاغَُی  مْلَفَ  هُسَرَغَفَ  .اللهُا  ءَاشَ  نْإِ  قٍذْعِ ،

One day, a man met the

Commander of the Faithful (‘a) and found a small quantity of seeds (of the date-palm
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?” tree) beside him. “Abu’l-hasan,” the man asked, “What is this beneath you

The Commander of the Faithful (‘a) answered, “These shall be a thousand

bunches, Allah willing.” Hence, the Imam (‘a) planted all these seeds without

(leaving even a single one.(2

,According to many traditions, Imam al-Baqir, Imam al-Sadiq
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.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:74, H. 2 - - 1
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:74-75, H. 6 - - 2
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and Imam al-Kazim (‘a) worked in agriculture.(1) that The other Holy Imams (‘a) also
worked in this field when they had a chance. Traditions have asserted that agriculture

(. was the general means of livelihood practiced by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

It goes without saying that all economic activities are contingent upon God-wariness
and defraying religious dues, including zakat and others, because success and

.prosperity are conditional upon observation of such religious duties

:In this regard, the Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

هًطَْنحِ عَرَزَ  نْمَ 

، رِیعَِّشلا رَیِثکَ  هُعُرْزَ  جَرَخَ  وْأَ  هُعُرْزَ ، كُزْیَ  مْلَفَ  ضٍرْأَ  یِف 

مٍْلظُِب وْأَ  ضِرْلأَا ، هِبَقَرَ  کِْلُم  یِف  هُلَمِعَ  مٍْلظُِبفَ 

{ مْهَُل تَّْلحِأُ  تٍابَِّیطَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  انَْمَّرحَ  اودُاهَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَِم  مٍْلظُِبفَ  : } لُوقُیَ اللهَا  َّنلأَِ  هِِترَکْأَ ، وْأَ  هِعِرِازَمُِل ،

If someone plants wheat but the crop fails to produce or

much barley grows in its place, this means that the planter must have

;committed a wrongdoing in ownership of that land or in employment of workers

that is, he must have wronged an employee in work or in wage. Almighty Allah

says, “Wherefore, for the iniquity of those who are Jews, did We disallow to

(them the good things which had been made lawful for them. (4:160)”(2

Social Objectives of Agriculture

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) intended to achieve definite social objectives for the virtuous
community in particular

p: 136

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:73-77, H. 1, 3, 7, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15 - - 1
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Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:306, H. 9; Tafsir al-`Ayyashi 1:284-285, H. 304; al-Majlisi, - - 2
.Bihar al-Anwar 103:66, H. 15
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and wanted to create an accord between this economic activity and the political and
social conditions of the community. Some of these objectives can be summed up in

:the following points

Agricultural activities have been presented as the best of deeds, as shown by the ( 1)
previously mentioned traditions, because they highlight man’s spiritual connection
with Almighty Allah and because they are the most pleasant, most lawful and purest

.means of earning money

Engagement in agricultural activities procures self-sufficiency for the individuals of ( 2)
the virtuous community. It also teaches them reliance on Almighty Allah alone in
addition to self-dependency in managing their affairs. Under harsh social conditions a
self-sufficient farmer can dispense with the help of others completely and has the
.freedom to manage his life, worship Allah and carry out his duties on his own initiative

Engagement in agricultural activities provides the members of the virtuous ( 3)
community with a safe refuge and averts direct contact with the despotic authorities
and their officials. As a result, a good, yet proportional level of security is achieved for
the individuals of the virtuous community who, under such circumstances, can
practice their activities and private rituals freely, because the ruling authorities
usually lack influence or power in the rural and agricultural regions. Therefore, such
regions were important shelters for the descendants and followers of the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) who were pursued by the ruling authorities. These regions were also good
grounds for promulgating the true guidance that is represented by the faith of

.Shi`ism

Agriculture, in its capacity as a vital economic activity, provides good income. It is ( 4)
regarded as one of the best
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means of production and the best method of investment. It also increases the
financial capacity of the virtuous community and ensures a considerable financial
resource to the governing system of the community through khums and zakat, as well

.as other dues which are levied from its assets

p: 138
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Real Estate

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) held real estate as one means of earning important funds. They
also persuaded their followers to buy and keep real estate, preferring real property to

(. ‘silent’ properties (i.e. currency

Real estate contributes to construction and improvement of derelict lands. It thus can
be a means of production when used as a farm or an orchard, a means of service and
aid when used as a dwelling place, or a place of offering commercial services when
used as a hotel, hospital, or commercial shop. Real estate, therefore, plays a vital role

.in human life in general

A view at the narrations reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) shows that they laid stress
:on a number of aspects concerning real estate

Real estate helps achieve a livelihood and guarantees commercial work and ( 1)
.reciprocal movement. Therefore, it is better than ‘silent’ property

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported on the authority of
:Murazim that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) advised Musadif, his servant, saying

p: 139
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وْأَ هًدَْقعُ  ذْخَِّتإِ 

وِأَ هَُلزِاَّنلا  هِِب  تَْلزََن  اذَإِ  لَجَُّرلا  َّنإِفَ  هًعَْیضَ ،

نَاکَ هَُلایَعِ  هِِب  مُیقُِی  امَ  هِرِهْظَ  ءَارَوَ  َّنأَ  رَکَذَفَ  هُبَیصِمُْلا 

.هِسِْفنَِل یخَسْأَ 

Betake

yourself a building or a farm. When one is exposed to a misfortune or a

conflict, one becomes readier to make self-sacrifice if one realizes that

(there is something left for the dependents to live on.(1

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Saduq has reported that Imam al-Sadiq
:(‘a) used to say

هُدَْعَب لُجَُّرلا  فُِّلخَُی  امَ 

یِف هُُلعَجْیَ  ...تِِماَّصلا  لِامَْلا  نَِم  هِْیلَعَ  َّدشَأَ  اًئْیشَ 

.رَاَّدلا وِأَ  نَاتَسُْبلا  طِِئاحَْلا ؛

No legacy is worse than

silent property…it must be transferred into estates; i.e. in gardens or

(houses.(2

There is a moral and spiritual aspect in acquiring real estates which is associated ( 2)
with selflessness and altruism. To put in plainer words, the possession of a piece of
real estate can bring comfort that there is security for one’s family members; as a
result, this can be encouragement to sacrifice oneself for the sake of one’s faith if the
need arises, given that individuals of the virtuous community have always been
objects of pursuit and persecution by the tyrannical ruling authorities. This aspect has

.been confirmed by the previously mentioned report of Murazim
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The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) cautioned their followers against selling their real estate unless ( 3)
they wanted to substitute it with

p: 140

Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:92, H. 5; al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:44, H. 3 - - 1
.as quoted from the previous reference book

Sayyid al-Borojerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 17:136, H. 8 as quoted from Shaykh al- - - 2
.Kulayni, al-Kafi 5:91, H. 2, 7 Shaykh al-Saduq, man-la-yahzuruhul-faqih 3:170, H. 3642
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a better piece of real estate. They therefore encouraged their followers to hold real
estate because it is blessed and brings about sustenance and good fortune unlike

.‘silent’ money, which is unblessed and diminishes in value

:Referring to this fact, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are reported to have said

َّلاإِ قٌوحُمْمَ  رِاقَعَْلا  نُمََث 

.هِِلْثِم رٍاقَعَ  یِف  لَعَجُْی  نْأَ 

The financial return on an

.estate is unblessed unless it is used to purchase another estate

Musmi` has reported that, seeking the advice of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), he said, “I have a
.” land that many are asking me to sell and offering good prices

:The Imam (‘a) answered

ایَ

مَْلوَ نَیِّطلاوَ  ءَامَْلا  عَاَب  نْمَ  َّنأَ  تَمِْلعَ  امَأَ  رٍاَّیسَ ، اَبأَ 

؟ ءًابَهَ هُُلامَ  بَهَذَ  نِیِّطلاوَ  ءِامَْلا  یِف  هُنَمََث  لْعَجْیَ 

.Abu-Sayyar, know that whoever sells water and mud (i.e

land or estate) but does not put its financial return in some other water and

.mud has verily lost his money in vain

Musmi` said, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! I will sell it at a good price and
.” purchase a larger plot of land

.” The Imam (‘a) answered, “If so, there is no objection to selling it

:According to another narration, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are reported to have said
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يرِتَشُْم

.قٌوحُمْمَ اهَعُِئاَبوَ  قٌوزُرْمَ ، هِدَْقعُْلا 

,A purchaser of real estate will be granted sustenance

(but the seller of it will be deprived of blessing.(1

p: 141
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It is more highly recommended to purchase various estates in different places ( 4)
rather than in one place, as has been confirmed in the aforementioned report of

(. Mu`ammar ibn Khallad from Imam al-Riza (‘a

As a distinctive feature, real estate assets are so blessed that they are free from
suspicion and legal and moral confusion, which can accompany merchandise,

.transactions, or even manual professions
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Epilogue

The principles that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) formulated for this system can be summarized

:in the following points

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) laid special emphasis on work, making use of all possible ( 1)
opportunities and prospects that are permitted by the general economic system of
the Muslim community, such as cultivating unused lands; pursuing economic activities
like trade and agriculture; owning real estate; adopting professions and careers as
well as other economic activities; and avoiding banned activities, such as working with
and assisting tyrannical rulers against the virtuous community (with particular

(. exceptions

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) instructed their followers to maintain equilibrium—between ( 2)
financial and religious duties imposed on them and between social and individual
duties. For instance, they specified that paying zakat to the ruling authority releases
the people from liability in this matter. Likewise, they exempted khums (one-fifth)
from spoils of war, extracted minerals and profits on diving, but levied it on the profit
of earnings, to be paid as an equivalent of zakat of commercial profits as is specified

.by non-Shi`ite Muslims

They regulated economic and financial activities in both earning and spending. In ( 3)
addition to emphasizing general alms, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) instructed that religious

dues must be spent on the individuals of the virtuous community

p: 143
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.exclusively

They utilized the common economic legislations of Islam, such as khums, in ( 4)
domains that served the individuals of the virtuous community, in particular, to

.maintain self-balance and self-sufficiency

They deemed specific financial measures to be obligatory to bring about social ( 5)
solidarity through fulfilling the rights of one’s brethren-in-faith by, for example, aiding

.them financially to meet their needs

They put forward certain economic policies and guided the individuals of the ( 6)
virtuous community to work, economize, do business with their money, and use their
property in the most appropriate ways. They also took much interest in the moral and
spiritual aspects regarding earning profits and avoidance of dependence on others

.through working and doing business

p: 144
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: یلاعت هللا  لاق 

﴾ ارًیهِطْتَ مْکُرَِّهطَُیوَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  سَجِّْرلا  مْکُْنعَ  بَهِذُْیِل  هَُّللا  دُیرُِی  امََّنإِ  ﴿

Indeed Allah desires to repel all impurity from you, O People of the Household, and
(. purify you with a thorough purification. (Sūrat al-Aḥzāb 33:33

Prophetic traditions mentioned in both in Sunnī and Shī‘ah authoritative reference
books of ḥadīth and tafsīr (exegesis of the Qur’an) have confirmed that this holy verse
was revealed to exclusively refer to the People of the Cloak [ahl al-kisā’], viz.
Muḥammad, ‘Alī, Fāṭimah, al-Ḥasan, and al-Ḥusayn (‘a) as the Ahl al-Bayt (People of

(. the Household

:For instance, refer to the following references

Sunnī

Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal (d. 241 AH), al-Musnad, 1:231; 4:107; 6:292, 304; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim (d. 261
AH), 7:130; Al-Tirmidhī (d. 279 AH), Sunan, 5:361 et al.; Al-Dūlābī (d. 310 AH), Al-Dhuriyyah
al-Ṭāhirah al-Nabawiyyah, p. 108; Al-Nasā’ī (d. 303 AH), Al-Sunan al-Kubrā’, 5:108; 113;
Al-Ḥakīm al-Nayshābūrī (d. 405 AH), Al-Mustadrak ‘ala’ ṣ-Ṣahīḥāyn, 2:416, 3:133, 146-147;
Al-Zarkashī (d. 794 AH), Al-Burhān, p. 197; Ibn Hājar al-Asqalānī (d. 852 AH), Fatḥ al-Barī

.Sharḥ Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, 7:104

Shī‘ah

Al-Kulaynī (d. 328 AH), Uṣūl al-Kāfī, 1:287; Ibn Babawayh (d. 329 AH), Al-Imāmah wa’ t-
Tabṣīrah, p. 47, ḥadīth 29; Al-Maghribī (d. 363 AH), Da’ā’im al-Islām, pp. 35, 37; Al-Ṣādūq

.(d. 381 AH), Al-Khiṣāl, pp. 403, 550; Al-Ṭūsī (d. 460 AH), Al-Amalī, ḥadīth 438, 482, 783

For more details, refer to the exegesis of the holy verse recorded in the following
books of tafsīr: Al-Jassās (d. 370 AH), Aḥkām al-Qur’ān; Al-Wāḥidī (d. 468 AH), Asbāb al-
Nuzūl; Ibn al-Jawzī (d. 597 AH), Zād al-Masīr; Al-Qurṭubī (d. 671 AH), Al-Jāmi‘ Li-Aḥkām
al-Qur’ān; Ibn Kathīr (d. 774 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Tha‘labī (d. 825 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Ṭabarī (d. 875
AH), Tafsīr; Al-Suyūṭī (d. 911 AH), Al-Durr al-Manthūr; Al-Shawkānī (d. 1250 AH), Fatḥ al-
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Qadīr; Al-‘Ayyāshī (d. 320 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Qummī (d. 329 AH), Tafsīr; Furt al-Kūfī (d. 352
AH), Tafsīr at the margin of the exegesis of Sūrat al-Nisā’ verse 59; Al-Ṭabarsī (d. 560

.AH), Majma‘ al-Bayān, as well as many other sources
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THE ROLE OF THE AHL AL-BAYT (‘a) IN Building THE VIRTUOUS COMMUNITY

:BOOK SIX

THE SYSTEM OF SOCIAL RELATIONS OF THE VIRTUOUS COMMUNITY
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: هلآ هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق 

َّیلعَ ادری  یّتح  اقرِتفیَ  نَل  امهَُّنأَو  اًدـبأ  اولـضت  نل  اـمهب  مُتکـسمت  نإ  اـم  یتیب ، لَـهأ  یترتعو  هللا ، باـتک  نیلقثَلا : مُکُیف  كُراـت  ینإ  "

" ضَوحلا

:The Messenger of Allah (ṣ) said

Verily, I am leaving among you two precious things [thaqalayn]: The Book of Allah and“
my progeny [‘itratī], the members of my Household [Ahl al-Bayt]. If you hold fast to
them, you shall never go astray. These two will never separate from each other until

(.” they meet me at the Pond [ḥawḍ] (of Kawthar

:Some references

q AlḤākim anNayshābūrī, AlMustadrak ‘alā’ṣ-Ṣaḥīḥayn (Beirut), vol. 3, pp. 109-110, 148,
533

q Muslim, Aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥ, (English translation), book 31, hadīths 5920-3

q AtTirmidhī, Aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥ, vol. 5, pp. 621-2, hadīths 3786, 3788; vol. 2, p. 219

q An-Nasā’ī, Khaṣā’iṣ ‘Alī ibn Abī Ṭālib, hadīth 79

q Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal, Al-Musnad, vol. 3, pp. 14, 17, 26; vol. 3, pp. 26, 59; vol. 4, p. 371; vol. 5,
pp. 181-182, 189-190

q Ibn al‘Athīr, Jāmi‘ alUṣūl, vol. 1, p. 277

q Ibn Kathīr, AlBidāyah wa’nNihāyah, vol. 5, p. 209

q Ibn Kathīr, Tafsīr al-Qur’ān al-‘Aẓīm, vol. 6, p. 199

Naṣīr ad-Dīn al-Albanī, Silsilāt al-Aḥādīth aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥah (Kuwait: Ad-Dār aṣ-Ṣalāfiyyah),
vol. 4, pp. 355-358
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Book Six The System Of Social Relations

Point

Prelude

Part One: System of Social Relations: Features and Foundations

Chapter One: Features of Islamic Relations

Chapter Two: Rules and Foundations

Part Two: Superstructure of the System

Prelude

Chapter One: Superstructure and Applications of the Theory

Chapter Two: Superstructure of Rules and Foundations
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Prelude

Definition of Social Relations

In Islam, the general system of social relations, along with the duties and rights
.ensuing from it, is one of the crucial and basic pillars on which human society relies

The social relations system can be defined as a set of duties, traditions, etiquette,
rights, and obligations that organize the common relations between people in general
with individuals of the virtuous community, and the correlation and behavior of the

.individuals of this virtuous community with one another

Of course, this social relations system is different from the systems that organize the
relations ensuing from special promises, covenants, and contracts such as contracts
of matrimony, sale, lease, allegiance, and others. These naturally produce certain
sorts of rights, duties, and other obligations. Certain persons undertake other sorts of
rights, duties, and responsibilities because of certain positions and offices, such as

.Imamate, religious authority, management, or surety

In conclusion, the system of social relations is a set of regulations that define man’s
social life and his personal responsibility towards the virtuous community. This system
represents the foundation on which the other systems, which ensue from private
contracts and obligations, rest so that these private systems may play their required
roles in life and contribute to the attainment of perfection, because the social

.relations system deals with the root of social associations and human ties

Family and the Social Relations System

The historical root of the system of social relations is

p: 17
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marriage and the family unit. These expanded to form clans, tribes, and peoples, as is
:maintained by the Holy Qur'an that reads

رٌیِبخَ مٌیِلعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْکُاقَْتأَ  هَِّللا  دَْنعِ  مْکُمَرَکْأَ  َّنإِ  اوُفرَاعَتَِل  لَِئابَقَوَ  اًبوعُشُ  مْکُانَْلعَجَوَ  یثَْنأُوَ  رٍکَذَ  نِْم  مْکُانَْقلَخَ  اَّنإِ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O people! Surely, We have

created you of a male and a female, and made you tribes and families that you

may know each other. Surely, the most honorable of you with Allah is the one

(among you most careful of his duty. Surely, Allah is Knowing, Aware. (49:13

ءًاسَِنوَ ارًیِثکَ  اًلاجَرِ  امَهُْنِم  َّثَبوَ  اهَجَوْزَ  اهَْنِم  قَلَخَوَ  هٍدَحِاوَ  سٍْفَن  نِْم  مْکُقَلَخَ  يذَِّلا  مُکَُّبرَ  اوقَُّتا  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O people! Be careful of

your duty to your Lord Who created you from a single being and created its

(mate of the same kind and spread from these two many men and women. (4:1

In the same fashion, family stands for the primary and fundamental brick in the
Islamic structure and the Ahl al-Bayt’s vision of a virtuous human community. For that
reason, Islam has taken much interest in family, and established an exact, firm, and
all-inclusive system to organize all family relations and affairs in their most exact

.details and various domains

The Ahl al-Bayt’s concept about family and matrimonial relations has particularities
.that enable it to face all social problems and coexist with all social developments

:However, here we will deal with the topic of family for the following two reasons

First: This topic is of social and human importance. It is also so comprehensive and
broad that it is worth studying thoroughly and meticulously, just like the economic

system, the system of contracts and transactions, the system of acts of worship, and
the other systems whose details
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.require independent discussions

Second: Because the main topic of this series of books is the building of the virtuous
community, our discussion will be dedicated to the system of social relations of this
community exclusively. Hence, we will deal with the general aspects of the virtuous
community without discussions on the private relations that ensue from contracts and

.pledges

We will highlight the foundations and vital rules of this system, its commitment to
covenants, obligations, and reciprocal rights. We will also touch upon the principle of
private behavior in social relations. This principle involves behavior arising from
typical human situations, such as fatherhood, brotherhood, old age; comprehension,

.self-strife or self-purification; or contracts and obligations, such as matrimony

Islam has conferred an advanced formula upon family through the many laws in this
respect and released it from its naïve and primitive state. Constructing and firmly

strengthening the family in virtue and uprightness plays a significant role in
.strengthening and developing the structure of general social relations

Morality in Social Relations

It is true that the system of social relations is a set of laws, legislations, obligations,
rights, activities, regulations, manners, and rituals; however, at the same time, it
expresses a moral prospect of social behavior and a doctrine-based understanding of

.the cosmos, life, man, the beginning of creation, and the finale

This is why books on ethics have discussed this aspect of the social relations system.
However, this system is more comprehensive and involves commitments and

.obligations related to other important topics in Islamic legislation

p: 19
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Method of Research in Social Relations

We will only discuss the general concept of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) with regard to some

aspects of the Islamic concept of social relations, its rules and general foundations,
.and some of its special items, applications, and superstructure

Through this discussion, we will discover the differences between the common

Islamic frames and the distinctive features of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in the social
construction of the virtuous community. Differences are to be expected because the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) wanted the virtuous community to act as an excellent example,
pattern, and model for the Muslims. In addition, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) depended upon
the genuine and perfect Islam that they had inherited and recognized from the
Glorious Qur'an and from their ancestor, the Holy Prophet—peace be upon him and

.them

.From time to time, we will refer to such distinctive particularities and features

The discussion of this topic is divided into two chief parts; the first deals with features
and foundations of social relations in the light of Islam, while the second deals with

.the superstructure and details of the forms and components of these social relations

The first part is divided into two chapters, the first of which deals with the
identification and definition of social relations in content, objectives, and scope. The
second deals with the rules and general principles that identify these relations and

.control their progress and activities

The second part includes the superstructure of social relations, which incorporates
legislations dealing with the details of social relations and identifies various sorts of
behavior that accomplish the objectives, embody the rules, and portray its numerous

.features
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Part One: System Of Social Relations: Features And Foundations

Chapter One: Features Of The Islamic Concept Of Social Relations

Point

Openness and Social Accessibility . 1

Reinforcement of Social Structure . 2

Elements of Social Relations . 3

Levels of Social Relations . 4

Special Treatment . 5
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Openness in Social Relations

Point

The Islamic concept of social relations—as taught by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)—highlights

openness or social accessibility and expansion in building social relations and
associations as opposed to seclusion, aloofness, and monasticism. It focuses on the
naivety of human nature and directs it towards perfection in this important aspect.
Human nature pushes man in the direction of associating with others, establishing
strong ties with them, seeking their help in needs, and getting to know them more

.closely

This natural inclination can be inferred from the Holy Qur'an in its discussion
:regarding the creation of spouses

نَورَُّکفَتَیَ مٍوْقَِل  تٍایَآَل  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  هًمَحْرَوَ  هًَّدوَمَ  مْکُنَْیَب  لَعَجَوَ  اهَْیَلإِ  اوُنکُسْتَِل  اجًاوَزْأَ  مْکُسِفُْنأَ  نِْم  مْکَُل  قَلَخَ  نْأَ  هِِتایَآ  نِْموَ 

One of His signs is that He

created mates for you from yourselves that you may find rest in them, and He

put between you love and compassion. Most surely, there are signs in this for

(a people who reflect. (30:21

More evidently, the Holy Qur'an has stated that the purpose behind driving people
into kinships and tribes was to create familiarity among people and to establish social

:relations

رٌیِبخَ مٌیِلعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْکُاقَْتأَ  هَِّللا  دَْنعِ  مْکُمَرَکْأَ  َّنإِ  اوُفرَاعَتَِل  لَِئابَقَوَ  اًبوعُشُ  مْکُانَْلعَجَوَ  یثَْنأُوَ  رٍکَذَ  نِْم  مْکُانَْقلَخَ  اَّنإِ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O humankind! We have

surely created you of a male and a female and made you tribes and families

that you may know each other. Surely, the most honorable among you with Allah
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.is the one who is most careful of his duty. Surely, Allah is Knowing, Aware

(49:13)

Furthermore, there are many Qur'anic texts confirming the naïve nature of human

.beings
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As for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), reported instructions of the inclination towards social
relations has been confirmed by them through their precepts and directives to their
followers. For instance, according to a validly reported tradition, Murazim has

:reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

یِف هِلاََّصلاِب  مْکُْیلَعَ 

رِوضُحُوَ هِدَاهََّشلا  هِمَاقَإوَ  سِاَّنلِل  رِاوَجِْلا  نِسْحُوَ  دِجِاسَمَْلا 

اًدحَأَ لاَ َّنإ  .سِاَّنلا  نَِم  مْکَُل  َّدُب  هَُّنإ لاَ  .زِِئانَجَْلا 

مْهِضِْعبَِل َّدُب  سُاَّنلاوَ لاَ  هِِتایَحَ ، یِف  سِاَّنلا  نِعَ  یِنْغتَسْیَ 

.ضٍْعَب نِْم 

Always offer prayers in

the mosques (of the non-Shi`ah Muslims) and show good neighborliness to

.people. Testify for rightful parties and attend their funeral ceremonies

Verily, you can never manage without other people. No one can manage without

others throughout life, since people are in an indispensable need of each

(other.(1

Making brethren-in-faith

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), underscoring this trend in social relations,
directed their followers towards making as many friendships and associations as

.possible

:In this respect, Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have said

اللهِا یِف  اًخأَ  دَافَتَسْا  نِمَ 
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.هَِّنجَْلا یِف  اًتْیَب  دَافَتَسْا 

Whoever makes another

(their brother-in-faith has in fact won a house in Paradise.(2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

p: 24

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:399, S.1, H. 5 - - 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:407, H.1 - - 2
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یِف ءِاقَدِصْلأََا  نَِم  اورُِثکْأَ 

یِف اَّمأَ  .هِرَخِلآاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  نَوعُفَْنیَ  مْهَُّنإِفَ  ایَْنُّدلا ،

َّنإِفَ هِرَخِلآا  یِف  اَّمأَوَ  اهَِب ، نَوُموقُیَ  جُِئاوَحَفَ  ایَْنُّدلا ،

(. مٍیمِحَ قٍیدِصَ  لاَوَ  .نَیعِِفاشَ  نِْم  انََل  امَ  : ) اوُلاقَ مََّنهَجَ  لَهْأَ 

Make friends with as many people

as possible in this world, for they shall benefit in this world and in the

Hereafter. In this world, they may set right your worldly needs. In the

Hereafter, the inhabitants of Hellfire shall say, “So now we have neither

(intercessors nor a true friend. (26:100-101)”(1

:Confirming this instruction, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

نِاوَخْلإِا نَِم  اورُِثکْتَسْإِ 

.هًَباجَتَسُْم هًوَعْدَ  نٍِمؤُْم  ِّلکُِل  َّنإِفَ 

Make brothers-in-faith

with as many people as possible, for each faithful believer has answered

.prayers

نِاوَخْلإِا نَِم  اورُِثکْتَسْإِ 

.هًعَافَشَ نٍِمؤُْم  ِّلکُِل  َّنإِفَ 

Make brothers-in-faith

[with as many people as possible, for each faithful believer will be granted [the

.right to intercede
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هِاخَاؤَُم نِْم  اورُِثکْأَ 

مَوْیَ اهَِب  مْهُُئِفاکَُی  اًدیَ  اللهِا  دَْنعِ  مْهَُل  َّنإِفَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا 

.هِمَایَقِْلا

Make brothers-in-faith

with as many faithful people as possible, for they will have some privilege

(with Almighty Allah by which He shall reward them on the Day of Resurrection.(2

Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), is reported to have composed the
:following poetic lines

p: 25

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:407, H.5 - - 1
Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:408, H.1 567, H. 2. Similar reports of can be [- 2 - ] 2

.found in Sections: 135 and 136 of the same reference book
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ءِافََّصلا نِاوَخْإِِب  کَْیلَعَ 

مْهَُّنإِفَ

Try to win pure-hearted

brothers, for they become

مْهُتَدْجَْنتَسْا اذَإِ  دٌامَعِ 

رُوهُظَوَ

Your trust and support

when you seek their aid

ٍّلخِ فُْلأَ  اًریِثکَ  سَْیَلوَ 

بٍحِاصَوَ

A thousand associates and

,friends are not many

اًدحِاوَ اًوّدُعَ  َّنإِوَ 

رُیِثکََل

But a single enemy is much

!too many

Warning against aloofness and hostility

With respect to the trend of building good social relations with people, the Holy
Imams (‘a) warned their followers against aloofness, incurring the hostility of others,

.and disputing and arguing, as such things damage social relations

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1092 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:One of the Infallible Imams (‘a) is reported to have said

سِاَّنلا نِعَ  ضُابَقِْنلإا 

.هِوَادَعَْلا هُبَسِکُْم 

Detachment from people

(provokes hostility.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

ءَارَمِْلاوَ مْکُاَّیإِ 

نِاوَخْلإِا یلَعَ  بَوُلقُْلا  نِاضَرِمُْی  امَهَُّنإِفَ  هَمَوصُخُْلاوَ 

.قُافَِّنلا امَهِْیلَعَ  تُُبْنیَوَ 

Beware of engaging

yourselves in contention and dispute because these two matters poison your

(hearts towards your friends and act as a fertile source of hypocrisy.(2

p: 26

Ibn Abi’l-Hadid, Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah 10:52. The author reports this tradition [- 2 - ] 1
(. from Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:567, S. 135, H. 1. The tradition following this [- 1 - ] 2
one in this reference book reads that the Holy Prophet (S) said: Whoever meets

Almighty Allah enjoying the following three traits will enter Paradise from any gate he
chooses: (1) good manners, (2) fear of God in public and private, and (3) forsaking

.contention even when he is right
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

یِنیِتأْیَ لُیِئرَْبجَ  نَاکَ  امَ 

.مْهُتَوَادَعَوَ لِاجَِّرلا  ءَانَحْشَ  قَِّتإِ  دَُّمحَُم ، ایَ  لَاقَ : َّلاإِ 

Every time (Archangel) Gabriel visited me, he would say to me, “O Muhammad,
beware of the hostility and

(animosity of others.”(1

Indulgence

Another indication of the trend of the Holy Imams towards building good relations
with others is that they instructed their followers to gratify others by treating them
leniently in matters of humor and disposition. According to an authentic tradition,

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

هِارَادَمُِب یِّبرَ  یِنرَمَأَ 

.ضِِئارَفَْلاِب یِنرَمَأَ  امَکَ  سِاَّنلا 

My Lord ordered me to accommodate

people with the same fortitude that He ordered me to have in obligatory

(religious) duties.(2)

Isolation and Monasticism

On the other hand, there are some traditions that can be taken to mean that
secluding oneself and steering clear of social activities and associations with people

could be the

p: 27
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.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:408, H. 6, S. 7 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:540, H. 1, S. 121 [- 1 - ] 2
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.most preferred course one might adopt

In his book of Rawzat al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of
authority on the authority of Haf¥ ibn Ghiyath that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) delivered the

:following instruction

جَرُخْتَ نْأَ لاَ  تَرْدَقَ  نْإِ 

بَاتَْغتَ نْأَ لاَ  کَجِورُخُ  یِف  کَْیلَعَ  َّنإِفَ  لْعَْفافَ ، کَِتْیَب  نِْم 

لاَوَ عََّنصَتَتَ  لاَوَ  یَِئارَُت  لاَوَ  دَسِحْتَ  لاَوَ  بَذِکْتَ  لاَوَ 

هَُناسَِلوَ هُرَصََب  هِیِف  ُّفکُیَ  هُُتْیَب ، مِِلسْمُْلا  هُعَمَوْصَ  مَْعِن  ...نَهِادَُت 

.هُجَرْفَوَ هُسَْفَنوَ 

If possible, you should

never leave your house, because if you leave your house, then you must stop

…backbiting, telling lies, envying others, showing off, boasting, and sycophancy

How excellent a hermitage is a Muslim’s house wherein he casts his sight down

(and controls his tongue, his self, and his private parts…(1

In the famous book of tafsir (i.e. exegesis of the Holy Qur'an) that is ascribed to `Ali
:ibn Ibrahim, Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), is reported to have said

هَتَْیَب مَزَلاَ  نْمَِل  یَبوطُ 

یِف هِسِْفَن  نِْم  نَاکَوَ  هِِتئَیطِخَ  یلَعَ  یکََبوَ  هُتَرَسْکَ  لَکَأَوَ 

.هٍحَارَ یِف  هُْنِم  سُاَّنلاوَ  بٍعَتَ 

Blessed is he who confines

himself to his house, eats the least food possible, weeps for his sins, tires
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(himself, and others are free of his annoyance.(2

Following the course of the author of Wasa'il al-Shi`ah who commented on such
traditions, we can interpretively say that these instructions are restricted to

exceptional

p: 28

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:283, H. 1. (The completion of the tradition [- 2 - ] 1
.( is found in the margin of this reference book

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:284, H. 5. (Traditions of the same meaning [- 2 - ] 2
.( can be found in the same chapter of this reference book
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situations when one finds oneself too weak to resist the surrounding pressures and
seductions; one can adopt seclusion cautiously when it becomes too difficult to avoid
the disadvantages of association with others. As another interpretation, we may also
say that these instructions stand to educate and warn people about the necessity to

.behave correctly when associating with others in society

Almighty Allah has created man to attain perfection by undertaking responsibility and
preferring right over wrong and good over evil within his circumstances in the
universe and the progress of society. Thus, fleeing this divine trial and test—by fleeing

.from social life and obligations—will never achieve such perfection

Considering these two interpretations of the seemingly contradictory traditions, it is
unfeasible to adopt the second group (of traditions mentioned) because the traditions
of the first type (i.e. emphasizing good social relations with others and playing active
roles in social life) are congruous with the instructions of the Holy Qur'an and the Holy
Sunnah. In addition, these traditions are considerably more in number than the
traditions of the second type, more reliable in chains of authority, more familiar with
the scholars of the virtuous community, and more applicable to the deeds and

.manners of scholars and righteous people

Commenting on this point, `Allamah al-Tabrisi, in his famous (book of) tafsir entitled
:Majma` al-Bayan says

Traditions warn against seclusion, detachment from people and communities, “
(monasticism, and aloofness.”(1

:Confirming this fact, the Holy Qur'an says

p: 29

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:285, H. 7, S. 51 [- 1 - ] 1
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اهَِتیَاعَرِ َّقحَ  اهَوْعَرَ  امَفَ  هَِّللا  نِاوَضْرِ  ءَاغَِتْبا  اَّلإِ  مْهِْیلَعَ  اهَانَْبتَکَ  امَ  اهَوعُدَتَْبا  هًَّیِنابَهْرَ 

The Monasticism, which

they invented for themselves, We did not prescribe for them. We prescribed

only the seeking of the pleasure of Allah, but that they did not foster, as

(they should have done. (57:27

Monasticism—in the sense of fearing Almighty Allah and worshipping Him in private—
was prescribed only to save those mentioned in the verse from being killed or from
being forced to abandon the religion of Almighty Allah, but they did not promote

monasticism as it was meant to be. Instead, they turned it into detachment from
society, abstinence from legitimate matrimonial union, forsaking obligations and

(responsibilities, making it a profession in the end.(1

p: 30

Refer to the exegesis of this holy verse in Majma` al-Bayan by `Allamah al- [- 2 - ] 1
Tabrisi where he cites the tradition of Ibn Mas`ud quoting the Holy Prophet (S) as
saying, “The monasticism of my nation is emigration (i.e. hijrah), jihad, prayer, fasting,

.Hajj, and `Umrah
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Reinforcing the Social Structure

Point

The second purpose behind social relations is to reinforce the foundations of Muslim
society and strengthen the social structure to maintain continuous progress towards
social perfection. Correct social relations also help gain access to platforms of power,
justice, welfare, and reconciliation, and help Muslim society face and solve various
problems arising from social, political and economic practices. Social relations also aid
in spirituality and self-perfection within the movement of humankind towards

.Almighty Allah

Reinforcing the social structure depended on a number of essential principles
.mentioned below

The Principle of Mutual Support and Aid

Muslims in general and faithful believers in particular are required to support and aid
each other. As has been previously cited, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is authentically reported

:to have said

لاَ مِِلسْمُْلا ؛ وخُأَ  مُِلسْمُْلا 

دُاهَِتجْلإا نَیمِِلسْمُْلا  یلَعَ  ُّقحِیَوَ  .هُُنوخُیَ  لاَوَ  هُُلذُخْیَ  لاَوَ  هُمُِلظْیَ 

هِجَاحَْلا لِهْلأَِ  هُاسَاوَمُْلاوَ  فِطُاعََّتلا  یلَعَ  دُِقاعََّتلاوَ  لِصُاوََّتلا  یِف 

َّزعَ اللهُا  مُکُرَمَأَ  امَکَ  اوُنوکُتَ  یَّتحَ  ضٍْعَب  یلَعَ  مْهِضِْعَب  فِطُاعَتَوَ 

مْکُْنعَ بَاغَ  امَِل  نَیِّمتَْغُم  نَیمِحِارَتَُم  مْکُنَْیَب  ءَامَحَرُ  َّلجَوَ ،

لِوسُرَ دِهْعَ  یلَعَ  رِاصَْنلأَا  رُشَْعمَ  هِْیلَعَ  یضَمَ  امَ  یلَعَ  مْهِرِْمأَ  نِْم 

.مََّلسَوَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا 
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Muslims are brothers of

each other. They neither wrong, nor disappoint, nor betray each other. The

duties that are incumbent on Muslims towards each other are to exert effort

in communication, agree on mutual sympathy, treat the needy as they treat
,themselves

and empathize with one another. If you abide by this, you will be exactly as

,Almighty Allah has ordered you to be: compassionate towards each other

merciful towards one another, regretful about missing any opportunity to help

a brethren-in-faith, just like the conduct of the An¥ar during the lifetime

(of the Messenger of Allah (S).(1

p: 31

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:542, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

ایَ يدِانَُی  لاًجُرَ  عَمِسَ  نْمَ 

.مٍِلسْمُِب سَْیلَفَ  هُْبجُِی ، مْلَفَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلَل ،

Whoever hears someone

calling for the help of Muslims but fails to respond to him, is not actually

(a Muslim.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

رِوُمأُِب َّمتَهْیَ  مَْل  نْمَ 

.مٍِلسْمُِب سَْیلَفَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا 

He who does not care about

(the affairs of Muslims is not Muslim.(2

Enjoining the Right and Forbidding the Wrong

In its capacity as one of the greatest divinely commissioned obligations and the
highest and most honorable duties, the principle of enjoining the right and forbidding

:the wrong has been defined and introduced by traditions as

جُاهَْنِموَ ءِایَِبْنلأَا  لُیِبسَ 

.ءِاحَلَُّصلا

The course of…

.prophets and the manner of the righteous

مُاقَُت اهَِب  هٌمَیظِعَ  هٌضَیرِفَ 
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ُّدرَُتوَ بُسِاکَمَْلا  ُّلحَُتوَ  بُهِاذَمَْلا  نُمَأْتَوَ  ضُِئارَفَْلا 

مُیقِتَسْیَوَ ءِادَعْلأَا  نَِم  فُصَتَْنُیوَ  ضُرْلأَا  رَُّمعَُتوَ  مُِلاظَمَْلا 

.رُْملأَا

It is a great duty through

which other duties are carried out, routes are secured, earnings are made

legal, aggressions are warded off, lands are nurtured, enemies are

(retaliated, and all affairs set aright.(3

p: 32

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:108, S. 59, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:559, H. 1, S. 18 [- 3 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:595, H. 6, S. 1 [- 1 - ] 3
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The Principle of Thinking Well Of Others

Another principle of social relations is having good thoughts about others, assuming

the best about the conduct of ones brethren-in-faith, closing one’s eyes to their flaws,
and concealing the defects of others to bind the social structure and prevent any
cracks from appearing in it. On the authority of his infallible fathers, Imam al-Baqir (‘a)

:has quoted Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), as saying

یلَعَ کَیخِأَ  رَْمأَ  عْضَ 

َّنَّنظُتَ لاَوَ  کَُبِلْغیَ ، امَ  هُْنِم  کَیَِتأْیَ  یَّتحَ  هِِنسَحْأَ 

رِْیخَْلا یِف  اهََل  دُجِتَ  تَْنأَوَ  اًءوسُ  کَیخِأَ  نِْم  تْجَرَخَ  هٍمَِلکَِب 

.لاًمَحْمَ

Assume the best possible about

the deed of your brother-in-faith unless you see in him something that tears

down your assumption. Never deem evil any word uttered by your

(brother-in-faith as long as you can find an acceptable excuse for it.(1

:Abu-Basir has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

لاَِب یقَْبتَفَ  سَاَّنلا  شِِّتفَُت  لاَ 

.قٍیدِصَ

Do not scrutinize people

(lest you remain friendless.(2

Al-Dahhak ibn Mukhallad has reported that he heard Imam

p: 33
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Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:362, H. 3; Shaykh al-Saduq, al-Amali, pp. 380, H. 483; [- 2 - ] 1
`Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 75: 196, H. 11 as quoted from the previous

.reference books
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:458, H. 2, S. 56 [- 1 - ] 2
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:al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

فِاصَْنلإِا نَِم  سَْیَل 

.فِاصَْنلإِاِب نِاوَخْلإِا  هُبََلاطَُم 

It is unfair to demand

(friends to be fair (with you).(1

The Principle of Consultation

Social relations in Islam are built up by seeking the counsel of other Muslims and
making use of their experience and opinions and by sharing your experiences and

.affectionately advising them about performing certain acts

:Abu-Hurayrah has reported that he heard the Holy Prophet (S) saying

لاَوَ لَِقاعَْلا  اودُشِرْتَسْإِ 

.اوُمدَْنتَفَ هُوصُْعتَ 

Seek the guidance of the

(reasonable and do not disregard their advice, lest you regret.(2

:Sulayman ibn Khalid has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

نَِم لَِقاعَْلا  رِشِتَسْإِ 

كَاَّیإِوَ رٍْیخَِب ، َّلاإِ  رُُمأْیَ  هَُّنإِفَ لاَ  عَرِوَْلا  لِاجَِّرلا 

نِیِّدلا یِف  هٌدَسَْفمَ  لِِقاعَْلا  عِرِوَْلا  هَفََلاخَُم  َّنإِفَ  فَلاَخِْلاوَ 

.ایَْنُّدلاوَ

Seek the advice of
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reasonable and pious men, because they order you only towards good. Beware of

defying them, because to defy reasonable and pious men brings about

(corruption in religious and worldly affairs.(3

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

p: 34

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:458, H. 3, S. 56 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:409, H. 1, S. 9 [- 3 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:426, H. 5 [- 4 - ] 3
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حِصِاَّنلا لِِقاعَْلا  هُرَوَاشَُم 

حُصِاَّنلا کَْیلَعَ  رَاشَأَ  اذَإِفَ  اللهِا ، نَِم  قٌیِفوْتَوَ  نٌمُْیوَ  دٌشْرُ 

.بَطَعَْلا کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِفَ  فَلاَخِْلاوَ  كَاَّیإِفَ  لُِقاعَْلا 

Seeking the counsel of wise

well-wishers is a sign of judiciousness, blessing, and guidance to success by

Almighty Allah, so if a wise well-wisher gives you advice, beware of defiance

(lest you come upon destruction.(1

The qualifications of a true advisor specified by the Holy Legislator are rationality,
.piety, confidentiality and soundness of character

:Al-Halabi has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

نُوکُتَ هَرَوشُمَْلا لاَ  َّنإِ 

تَْناکَ َّلاإِوَ  اهَدِودُحُِب  اهَفَرَعَ  نْمَفَ  اهَدِودُحُِب ، َّلاإِ 

.هَُل اهَِتعَفَْنمَ  نِْم  رَثَکْأَ  رِیشِتَسْمُْلا  یلَعَ  اهَُتَّرضَمَ 

نْأَ هُیَِناَّثلاوَ  لاًِقاعَ ، هُرُوِاشَُت  يذَِّلا  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  اهَُلَّوأَفَ 

، اًیخِاؤَُم اًقیدِصَ  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  هُثَِلاَّثلاوَ  اًنِّیدَتَُم ، اًرّحُ  نَوکُیَ 

هِِب هُمُْلعِ  نُوکُیَفَ  كَِّرسِ  یلَعَ  هُعَِلطُْت  نْأَ  هُعَِباَّرلاوَ 

اذَإِ هَُّنإِفَ  .هُمُُتکْیَوَ  کَِلذَ  ُّرسُِی  َّمُث  کَسِْفنَِب ، کَمِْلعِکَ 

اًنِّیدَتَُم اًرّحُ  نَاکَ  اذَإِوَ  هِِترَوشُمَِب ، تَْعفَتَْنإ  لاًِقاعَ  نَاکَ 

اًیخِاؤَُم اًقیدِصَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِوَ  کََل ، هِحَیصَِّنلا  یِف  هُسَْفَن  دَهَجَ 

یلَعَ هُتَْعلَطْأَ  اذَإِوَ  هِْیلَعَ ، هُتَْعلَطْأَ  اذَإِ  كََّرسِ  مَتَکَ 
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تِلَمُکَوَ هُرَوشُمَْلا  تَِّمتَ  هِِب  کَمِْلعِکَ  هِِب  هُمُْلعِ  نَاکَفَ  كَِّرسِ 

.هُحَیصَِّنلا

Surly, seeking of advice

,must be within limits; therefore, if one ignores (or violates) these limits

the harm will be more than the benefit. The first of these limits is that the

.consultant must be wise. The second is that he must be honorable and devout

The third is that he must be a brotherly friend. The fourth is that when you

tell him about your secret, he must understand it exactly as you have

explained and then he must keep it in confidence. If the advisor is wise, you

will then benefit from his advice. If he is honorable and devout, he will

make all possible efforts to give you the best advice. If he is your brotherly

friend, then he will conceal your secret after you reveal it to him. If he

understands your secret as you do, then he will give perfect counsel and

(advice.(2

p: 36

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:426, H. 6 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:426-427, H. 8 [- 3 - ] 2
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Substance of Social Relations

Equality and Fraternity

The third aspect of social relations is that they must have sound foundations based on
reality and values on the one hand and be a constituent of the social structure on the

.other

Islam views as the best social relations based on equality. People are originally equal
and each one is the counterpart of the other; therefore, no one can excel another in

:origin. Hence, the Holy Qur'an declares

اوُفرَاعَتَِل لَِئابَقَوَ  اًبوعُشُ  مْکُانَْلعَجَوَ  یثَْنأُوَ  رٍکَذَ  نِْم  مْکُانَْقلَخَ  اَّنإِ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O Mankind! Surely, We have

created you of a male and a female, and made you tribes and families that you

(may know each other. (49:13

:The Holy Prophet (S) has also declared

نِْم مُدَآوَ  مَدَلآِ  مْکُُّلکُ 

.بٍارَُت

All of you belong to Adam

(equally), and Adam was created of dust.(1)

However, differences and privileges arise due to extraordinary factors that ensue
from the movement of man, both individually and socially. Some privileges are real—
such as piety, knowledge, education, and practice of virtues like patience and charity
—while others are false and unreal (having riches, many children, material wealth and
influence). A third category of privileges arises from talents divinely bestowed on

.certain individuals or the divine selection of certain individuals
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.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 73:350, H. 13 [- ` 1 - ] 1
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The nature of social relationship must be Islam-based and faith-based, which
automatically becomes a relationship of equality among the individuals of a society

.ruled by the doctrines of Islam

As a result, Muslims are brothers of one another. They are equal and comparable in
spiritual values. Their ties and relations are similar to those who have the same father
and mother. Islam has placed social ties and relations among people of the same faith

.on the same level and of similar worth and significance as blood ties and relations

According to many validly reported traditions, this concept is corroborated by
marriages performed at the time of the Holy Prophet (S). For instance, Shaykh al-
Kulayni, in his book, al-Kafi, has validly reported the story of the marriage of Juwaybir
to the daughter of one of the chiefs of the Arab clans. Juwaybir—an ugly, short, dark
skinned, needy man from al-Yamamah—who embraced Islam devoutly, was ordered
by the Holy Prophet (S) to betroth the daughter of Ziyad, a chief of the clans of al-

:Madinah. He said

دْقَ اللهَا  َّنإِ  رُِبْیوَجُ ، ایَ 

فََّرشَوَ اًفیرِشَ ، هَِّیِلهِاجَْلا  یِف  نَاکَ  نْمَ  مِلاَسْلإِاِب  عَضَوَ 

َّزعَأَوَ اًعیضِوَ ، هَِّیِلهِاجَْلا  یِف  نَاکَ  نْمَ  مِلاَسْلإِاِب 

بَهَذْأَوَ لاًیِلذَ ، هَِّیِلهِاجَْلا  یِف  نَاکَ  نْمَ  مِلاَسْلإِاِب 

اهَرِخُافَتَوَ هَِّیِلهِاجَْلا  هِوَخَْن  نِْم  نَاکَ  امَ  مِلاَسْلإِاِب 

مْهُُّلکُ مَوْیَْلا  سُاَّنلافَ  .اهَِباسَْنأَ  قِسِاَبوَ  اهَرِِئاشَعَِب 

مْهُُّیمِجَعَوَ مْهُُّیِبرَعَوَ  مْهُُّیشِرَِقوَ  مْهُدُوَسْأَوَ  مْهُضُیَْبأَ 

سِاَّنلا َّبحَأَ  َّنإِوَ  .نٍیطِ  نِْم  اللهُا  هُقَلَخَ  مَدَآ  َّنإِوَ  مَدَآ ، نِْم 

هَُل مْهُعُوَطْأَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ 

.مْهُاقَْتأَوَ
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O Juwaybir, Almighty

Allah, by means of Islam, has verily humbled men who were esteemed in the Era

of Ignorance (jahiliyyah) and, also by means of Islam, has honored

others who were lowly in that era. In addition, by means of Islam, Almighty

Allah has imparted nobility to men who were humble in that era and, by means

of Islam, He has eradicated the baseless zeal of that era when people used to

take pride in their clans and their lineages. Today, all people; the white

,and the black, the Qurayshite, the Arab, and the non-Arab, belong to Adam

and Adam was created by Almighty Allah from clay. Verily, the dearest of

people to Almighty Allah on the Day of Resurrection shall be the most

.obedient to Him and the most pious

p: 38
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:To Ziyad, the father of the betrothed woman, the Holy Prophet (S) said

ایَ

مُِلسْمُْلاوَ هِنَِمؤْمُْلا  ؤُْفکُ  نُِمؤْمُْلاوَ  نٌِمؤُْم ، رُِبْیوَجُ  دُایَزِ ،

.دُایَزِ ایَ  هُجِّْوزَفَ  .هِمَِلسْمُْلا  ؤُْفکُ 

O Ziyad, Juwaybir is a faithful believer, and every

faithful male is the match of every faithful female and every Muslim male is

(the match of every Muslim female. So, give him your daughter in marriage.(1

Respect of Man in General

Although Islam considers faith to be the basis of social relations among Muslims, it
does not dispense with the human side of these relations; rather, it considers the
human side in the totality of its theory. The meaning becomes clear in Imam `Ali’s

:following words to Malik al-Ashtar

p: 39

Refer to this story in Shaykh al-Kulayni’s book al-Kafi 5:339-343. It actually holds [- 1 - ] 1
wonderful lessons and wisdom. The same lessons can also be inferred from the story
of the marriage of Habib. In the same chapter of this reference book, there are other

.issues confirming this concept; therefore, it is recommended to have a look at them
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کَبَْلقَ رْعِشْأَوَ 

لاَوَ مْهِِب ، فَطُّْللاوَ  مْهَُل  هََّبحَمَْلاوَ  هَِّیعَِّرلِل  هَمَحَّْرلا 

مْهَُّنإِفَ مْهُلَکُأُ ، مُِنتَْغتَ  اًیرِاضَ  اًفْیسَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  َّنَنوکُتَ 

.قِْلخَْلا یِف  کََل  رٌیظَِن  وْأَ  نِیِّدلا  یِف  کََل  خٌأَ  اَّمإِ  نِافَْنصِ :

Develop

in your heart the feeling of love for your people and let it be the source of

,kindliness and blessing to them. Do not behave with them like a barbarian

and do not appropriate to yourself that which belongs to them. Remember that

the citizens of the state are of two categories. They are either your

(brethren in faith or your brethren in kind.(1

This trend can also be distinctly seen in the traditions that encourage courtesy in
general with all people. Such traditions require preserving good social relations with
people at the human level unless exceptional circumstances oblige one to disavow or

.rupture relations with certain people

:Suma`ah has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

ثُُلُث سِاَّنلا  هُلَمَاجَُم 

.لِْقعَْلا

To behave courteously with

(people is one-third of wisdom.(2

Abu-Basir has reported Imam al-Baqir (or Imam al-Sadiq) to have narrated that a
Bedouin from the Banu-Tamim tribe came to the Holy Prophet (S) and asked for an

.advice
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:Giving his advice, the Holy Prophet (S) said

.كَوُّبحُِی سِاَّنلا  یَلإِ  بَّْبحَتَ 

Try to endear yourself to

(people and they will certainly love you.(3

Another indication of this trend is the attitude of Islam towards unbelievers, as
confirmed by the Holy Qur'an. It

p: 40

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Letter No. 53 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:434, S. 30, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:433, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 3
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makes a distinction between the unbelievers and foes who adopted an aggressive
political or military attitude against Muslims and unbelievers who did not adopt
aggressive attitudes. As is mentioned in Surah al-Mumtahanah (Surah 60), the Holy
Qur'an has warned against showing loyalty to and love for the former but it has

:permitted treating the latter with charity and fairness. Hence, it reads

نَیطِسـِْقمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْهِْیَلإِ  اوطُسـِْقُتوَ  مْهُوُّربَتَ  نْأَ  مْکُرِایَدِ  نِْم  مْکُوجُرِخُْی  مَْلوَ  نِیِّدـلا  یِف  مْکُوُلِتاقَُی  مَْل  نَیذَِّلا  نِعَ  هَُّللا  مُکُاهَْنیَ  اَـل 
کَِئَلوأُفَ مْهَُّلوَتَیَ  نْمَوَ  مْهُوَّْلوَتَ  نْأَ  مْکُجِارَخْإِ  یلَعَ  اورُهَاظَوَ  مْکُرِایَدِ  نِْم  مْکُوجُرَخْأَوَ  نِیِّدـلا  یِف  مْکُوُلتَاقَ  نَیذَِّلا  نِعَ  هَُّللا  مُکُاهـَْنیَ  امـََّنإِ 

نَومُِلاَّظلا مُهُ 

Allah does not forbid you to show kindness and deal justly respecting

those who have not made war against you on account of your religion and have

not driven you forth from your homes. Surely, Allah loves the doers of

justice. Allah only forbids you to make friends with those who made war upon

you because of your religion, drove you forth from your homes and backed up

others in your expulsion. Whoever makes friends with them, these are the

(unjust. (60:8-9

A third indication of this trend can be deduced from traditions confirmed by the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) on the significance of calling to the “way” of Almighty Allah by means of
conversations characterized by rationality. They insisted on maintaining general
social relations with the non-believers and non-Muslims as well as all categories of
people without discriminating between Muslims and non-Muslims through wise and

.excellent communication skills

A fourth indication can also be observed in the texts of the Holy Qur'an and the Holy
Sunnah that warn against reviling unbelievers and aggravating them with

unconstructive attitudes because they would naturally respond to such revilement

.with similar insults
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Islam has presented fraternity among Muslims as the content of social relations
within the Muslim community. Islam has lined itself up with fraternity, which is a
mixture of mutual loyalty, backing one another up, and social rights characterized by

.shared love, affection, humanitarian feelings and sentiments

p: 42
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Levels of Social Relations

Point

The fourth aspect of social relations is that Islam has not overlooked the tangible
realities that exist—despite the fact that it has adopted the principle of equality for all
human beings and the principle of fraternity for the Muslim community—in the

.various extremes of social relations

Islam has defined two main levels arising from social realities and has based relations
.on the mental, spiritual, and intellectual conditions of the parties involved

The first of these levels is the general relationship that is imposed by the nature of
man’s existence in society wherein man connects with the individuals of his society

.and becomes part of it within the general frame of social relations

Islam views the unity of the Muslim community as the common factor among all the
.extremes of this relationship

Through this level of relationship, blood and property are saved from being shed or
confiscated and covenants and pledges are fulfilled. In addition, public participation
and contribution to social responsibilities is maintained, such as enjoining the right
and forbidding the wrong, attending the common prayers and funeral ceremonies,

.visiting the sick, and trying not to miss social ceremonies like marriages and the like

In an authentic narration, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Mu`awiyah ibn Wahab to
have said that he once asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “What should we do with respect to

?” relations with our people and with others whom we come in contact with

:The Imam (‘a) answered

p: 43
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، مْهِْیَلإِ هََنامَلأَا  نَوُّدؤَُت 

، مْهُاضَرْمَ نَودُوعُتَوَ  مْهِْیلَعَوَ ، مْهَُل  هَدَاهََّشلا  نَومُیقُِتوَ 

.مْهُزَِئانَجَ نَودُهَشْتَوَ 

You must safeguard the

trusts that they deposit with you, bear witness for or against them, visit

(the sick among them, and attend their funeral ceremonies.(1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) rarely put conditions regarding maintaining this level of social
relations, except for some general constraints, such as avoiding relationships that
bring ill repute and associations with heretical people and those publicly known for
corruption and deviation, as well as those who work in forbidden occupations. Details

.of these categories will be cited in the second part of this book

Al-Faji` al-`Aqili has reported that Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a)
:instructed his son, al-Hasan (‘a) saying

هِمَهَِّتلا نَطِاوَمَوَ  كَاَّیإِ 

ُّرغُیَ ءِوُّسلا  نَیرِقَ  َّنإِفَ  ءَوُّسلا ، هِِب  نَوُنظْمَْلا  سَِلجْمَْلاوَ 

.هُسَیِلجَ

Beware of presenting

yourself in situations that bring about ill reputation and sessions known for

(evil, for a wicked friend may seduce him who sits with him.(2

:Umar ibn Yazid has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying`

لَهْأَ اوُبحَصْتَ  لاَ 

دٍحِاوَکَ سِاَّنلا  دَْنعِ  اوُنوکُتَفَ  مْهُوسُِلاجَُت  لاَوَ  عِدَِبْلا 
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: مََّلسَوَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  لَاقَوَ  .مْهُْنِم 

.هِِنیرِقَوَ هِِلیِلخَ  نِیدِ  یلَعَ  ءُرْمَْلا 

Do not keep company

with heretical people and do not participate in their sessions, lest you be equated

with them in the eyes of people. The Messenger of Allah (S) has said, “Man

(follows the religion of his friend and companion.”(3
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Hammad ibn `Amr and Anas ibn Muhammad have reported on the authority of Anas’s
father that Ja`far ibn Muhammad (al-Sadiq) (‘a), on the authority of his fathers,

:quoted that the Holy Prophet (S) instructed Imam `Ali (‘a) saying

عْفِتَْنتَ مَْل  نْمَ  ُّیِلعَ ، ایَ 

.هِِتسََلاجَُم یِف  کََل  رَْیخَ  لاَفَ  هُایَْندُ  لاَوَ  هِِنیدِِب 

O `Ali, it is worthless to

keep the company of one whom you will not benefit either from his faith or

(his worldly affairs.(1

A warning against associating with such categories of people means to avoid
befriending or sitting with them. However, if we consider this warning general (i.e. to
include all states of association), we can understand the reason behind it is that such
social relationships might develop into friendships, even if at the minimal level, and it
is better to avoid falling into any situation of suspicion that might tarnish one’s

.reputation

The second level is that of private relationship, conventionally called friendship (i.e.
(. making friends with some people

This level shares the general results, consequences, and commitments of the first
level of relations but differs from it in certain additional conditions, rights, and duties,
such as some financial and cultural rights. Discussing, teaching, and learning about
religious affairs as well as some political affairs, like discussing general situations of
the community, especially when the issues are very controversial, are permitted only

.among real friends

:Khaythamah has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) told him
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انَیَِلاوَمَ غِْلْبأَ 

نْأَوَ حِِلاَّصلا ، لِمَعَْلاوَ  اللهِا  يوَْقتَِب  مْهِصِوْأَوَ  مَلاََّسلا ،

، مْهِرِیقِفَ یلَعَ  مْهُُّیِنغَ  دْعُیَْلوَ  مْهُضَیرِمَ ، مْهُحُیحِصَ  دَوعُیَ 

یِف اوْقَلاَتَیَ  نْأَوَ  مْهِِتِّیمَ ، هَزَانَجَ  مْهُُّیحَ  دَهَشْیَ  نْأَوَ 

هًایَحَ کَِلذَ  َّنإِفَ  نِیِّدلا ، مَْلعِ  اوضُوَافَتَیَ  نْأَوَ  مْهِِتوُیُب ،

.اَنرَْمأَ ایَحْأَ  اًدْبعَ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ  اَنرِْملأَِ ،

Convey

my compliments to my loyalists and advise them to show reverence to Almighty

Allah: the rich among them must help the poor, the powerful must help the

weak, the living must attend the funeral ceremonies of the dead, and they

must assemble at their homes and discuss issues of religion, for such

meetings keep our work alive. May Allah have mercy upon a servant who keeps

(our work alive.(1

:Shaykh al-Kulayni, through a valid chain of authority, has reported Maysir as saying

Imam Abu-Ja`far (al-Baqir) (‘a) once asked me, “Do you (Shi`ite groups) often
seclude yourselves in special meetings and exchange discourses and freely say what

?” you have in mind

I answered, “Yes, I swear it by Allah. We often withdraw to exchange discourses and
.” say freely that which is on our minds

:The Imam (‘a) commented

ضِْعَب یِف  مْکُعَمَ  یِّنأَ  تُدْدِوََل  اللهِاوَ  امَأَ 
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، مْکُحَاوَرْأَوَ مْکُحَیرِ  ُّبحِلأُ  یِّنإِ  اللهِاوَ  امَأَ  .نِطِاوَمَْلا  کَْلِت 

عٍرَوَِب اوُنیعِأَفَ  هِِتکَِئلاَمَ ، نِیدِوَ  اللهِا  نِیدِ  یلَعَ  مْکَُّنإِوَ 

.دٍاهَِتجْاوَ

By Allah I swear, I do

wish I were with you on some of these occasions. By Allah I swear, I do love

your fragrance and your souls. You are verily following the very religion of

Allah and the religion of His angels. Follow (us) by means of piety and

(diligence.(2
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Fraternity for Allah’s Sake

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) endeavored to develop such spiritual and intellectual relations
that people would soar to their highest levels and exceed blood fraternity in human,
social, and spiritual aspects. On achieving this, love and affection would be purely for
Almighty Allah’s sake and the outcome would be that one would love for his brother-
in-faith whatever he loves for himself (i.e. equality in desires and hopes) and even

.consider one’s brother-in-faith before himself

A tradition reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) describes this perfective sphere of
.relations among the individuals of the virtuous community

In his book, al-Majalis, al-Hasan ibn Muhammad al-Tusi has reported that, on the
:authority of his fathers, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

هِمَایَقِْلا مُوْیَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

عُمِسُْی امَکَ  مْهُرَخِآ  عُمِسُْی  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  هللا  نَِم  دٍانَُم  يدِانَُی 

؟ هِرِادَ یِف  هُُللاَجَ  َّلجَ  اللهِا  نُارَیجِ  نَْیأَ  لُوقُیَفَ : مْهَُلَّوأَ 

، هِکَِئلاَمَْلا نَِم  هٌرَْمزُ  مْهُُلِبْقتَسْتَفَ  سِاَّنلا  نَِم  قٌُنعُ  مُوقُیَفَ 

مَوْیَْلا مُُترْصِفَ  ایَْنُّدلا  رِادَ  یِف  مْکُُلمَعَ  نَاکَ  امَ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ :

یِف ُّباحَتََن  اَّنکُ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : هِرِادَ ؟ یِف  یَلاعَتَ  اللهِا  نَارَیجِ 

دِْنعِ نِْم  دٍانَُم  يدِانَُیفَ  لَاقَ : .یَلاعَتَ  اللهِا  یِف  رُزَاوَتََنوَ  اللهِا 

یَلإِ نَوقُِلطَْنیَفَ  .مْهُلَیِبسَ  اوُّلخَ  .يدِابَعِ  قَدَصَ  یَلاعَتَ : اللهِا 

.بٍاسَحِ رِْیغَِب  هَِّنجَْلا  یِف  اللهِا  رِاوَجِ 

,On the Day of Resurrection

a spokesangel will cry out with a call heard by the last of the crowds in the
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same volume heard by the first. He will call out, “Where are the neighbors of

Allah, the Majestic, in His abode?” Then, a group of people will stand up and

will be received by a group of angels. “What were your deeds in the worldly

abode due to which you are now the neighbors of Allah, the Exalted, in His

abode?” The angels will ask. “We used to love each other for Allah’s sake and

help one another for His sake, too,” they will answer. An angel will say on

.” behalf of Allah, “True are the words of My servants. Clear the way for them

Then they will walk into the neighborhood of Allah in Paradise without (their

.deeds) being accounted
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:Commenting on this, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said

یِف اللهِا  نُارَیجِ  ءِلاَؤُهَفَ 

لاَوَ سُاَّنلا  بُسَاحَُیوَ  نَوُفاخَیَ ، لاَوَ  سُاَّنلا  فُاخَیَ  هِرِادَ ،

.نَوُبسَاحَُی

These are verily the

,neighbors of Allah in His abode. When people will fear, these will not fear

and when people are stopped for settling their accounts, these will not be faced

(with it.(1

In his book of al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni, reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have quoted
:the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

هِیِف َّنکُ  نْمَ  لٍاصَخِ  ُّتسِ 

ُّبحُِی اللهِا … نِیمِیَ  نْعَوَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  يِدَیَ  نَْیَب  نَاکَ 

هُرَکْیَوَ هِِلهْأَ ، ِّزعَلأَِ  ُّبحُِی  امَ  هِیخِلأَِ  مُِلسْمُْلا  ءُرْمَْلا 

، هِِلهْأَ ِّزعَلأَِ  هُرَکْیَ  امَ  هِیخِلأَِ  مُِلسْمُْلا  ءُرْمَْلا 

هَُّثَب هَِلزِْنمَْلا  کَْلِتِب  هُْنِم  نَاکَ  اذَإِ  هَیَلاَوِْلا … هُحُصِانَُیوَ 

وَهُ نْإِ  هِِنزْحُِل  نَزِحَوَ  حَرِفَ ، وَهُ  نْإِ  هِحِرَفَِل  حَرِفَفَ  هَُّمهَ 

َّلاإِوِ هُْنعَ ، جََّرفَ  هُْنعَ  جُِّرفَُی  امَ  هُدَْنعِ  نَاکَ  نْإِوَ  نَزِحَ ،

: مََّلسَوَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  لَاقَ  هَُل … اعَدَ 

مْهُهُوجُوُ اللهِا  يِدَیَ  نَْیَب  شِرْعَْلا  نِیمِیَ  نْعَ  اًقْلخَ  َّنإِ اللهِ 

لُأَسْیَ .هِیَحِاَّضلا  سِمَّْشلا  نَِم  أُوَضْأَوَ  جِْلَّثلا  نَِم  ضُیَْبأَ 
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لِلاَجَ یِف  اوُّباحَتَ  نَیذَِّلا  ءِلاَؤُهَ  لُاقَُیفَ : ءِلاَؤُهَ ؟ امَ  لُِئاَّسلا :

.اللهِا

Whoever has six features

in his personality shall be in the presence of Almighty Allah and to His

right…A Muslim, who loves for his brother-in-faith whatever he loves for the

dearest of his family members, dislikes for him whatever he dislikes for the

…dearest of his family members, acts honestly with him in terms of friendship

If he attains this rank with his brother-in-faith, when he passes his grievances

on to him, his brother-in-faith will then certainly rejoice at his delight

and feel sad on his grief. If he can do anything to relieve his

brother-in-faith, he will certainly do so or, at least, pray for him…The

Messenger of Allah (S) said: “Almighty Allah has some creatures who will be

positioned to the right of the Divine Throne in the presence of Almighty

Allah. Their faces will be as white as snow and as brilliant as sunlight at

forenoon. When it is asked about them, the answer will be that these are

(those who loved each other for the sake of Almighty Allah’s majesty.”(2
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The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took into consideration the different levels of this private
relationship. It is therefore possible to classify such private relations into general and
special friendships. This classification is based on the degree of commitment to the
doctrines and principles of Islam, and the profundity and firmness of religious values
and ideals in behavior and practice. On the strength of this classification, faith and
loyalty to the (divinely commissioned) leadership of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) plays an
important role in firming up such relations from which result the kind of rights and

.duties demonstrated by the previously cited traditions

False Friends and True Friends

Referring to another aspect in the variety of the levels of social relations, the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) differentiated between two categories of people: false friends and true

friends. In one’s association with the earlier category, it may suffice to
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say one has to meet people in society and associate with them because one’s
existence is dependent on their existence. Such a relationship is based on kind
association, mutual feelings, and sympathetic treatment, named by the Ahl al-Bayt

.(‘a) as ‘courtesy’ with the meaning good behavior with people

The second category, true friends, represents individuals who must be chosen
carefully as friends after observing their honesty, faithfulness, and good manners.
Only then is it correct to lean on such friends, put one’s trust in them, and depend on
them in one’s private affairs because they are known to stand by their friends in good

.and bad times and to be holders of their secrets and trusts

Yunus ibn `Abd al-Rahman has reported the following on the authority of Imam

(: Muhammad al-Jawad (‘a

In al-Ba¥rah, a man stood up and asked Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful
.(‘a) to define friends

:The Imam (‘a) said

نُاوَخْإِ نِافَْنصِ : نُاوَخْلإِا 

مْهُفَ هِقَِّثلا  نُاوَخْإِ  اَّمأَفَ  .هِرَشَاکَمُْلا  نُاوَخْإِوَ  هِقَِّثلا 

کَیخِأَ نِْم  تَْنکُ  اذَإِفَ  .لِامَْلاوَ  لِهْلأَاوَ  حِانَجَْلاوَ  ِّفکَْلاکَ 

دِاعَوَ هُافَاصَ ، نْمَ  فِاصَوَ  كَدَیَوَ ، کََلامَ  هَُل  لْذِْبافَ  هٍقَِث  یلَعَ 

.نَسَحَْلا هُْنِم  رْهِظْأَوَ  هُْنعِأَوَ  هَُّرسِ ، مِْتکْاوَ  هُادَاعَ ، نْمَ 

.رِمَحْلأَا تِیرِْبکِْلا  نَِم  ُّزعَأَ  مْهَُّنأَ  لُِئاَّسلا  اهَُّیأَ  مْلَعْاوَ 

لاَفَ .کَتََّذَل  مْهُْنِم  بُیصُِت  کََّنإِفَ  هِرَشَاکَمُْلا  نُاوَخْإِ  اَّمأَوَ 

نِْم کَِلذَ  ءَارَوَ  امَ  نْبَُلطْتَ  لاَوَ  مْهُْنِم ، کَِلذَ  نْعَطَْقتَ 

هِجْوَْلا هِقَلاَطَ  نِْم  کََل  اوُلذََب  امَ  مْهَُل  لْذِْباوَ  مْهِرِیمِضَ ،
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.نِاسَِّللا هِوَلاَحَوَ 

There are two kinds of

friends—friends of confidence and friends of grimace. The friends of

confidence are the refuge, the wings, the family and the wealth (of their

friends). If you confide in a friend, you should give your wealth and help to

him. You should also befriend his friend and antagonize his enemy. You should

.keep his secrets and defects (in confidence) and proclaim his good conduct

You should know, O asker, that the friends of confidence are as scanty as red

sulfur. Regarding the friends of grimace, you gain from them only your

pleasure; therefore, you should not deprive them of your pleasure. Do not ask

them for any further thing. Give them a happy mien and pleasant conversation

(as long as they give you their happy mien and pleasant conversation.(1

p: 50

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:404, S. 3, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1133 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_50_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Faith—in the sense of believing in the divinely commissioned leadership of the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) and loyalty to them—is one of the basic conditions in the process of choosing
friends of confidence. The duties of people towards their friends, confirmed by the Ahl

.al-Bayt (‘a), are exclusively for this category of friends

Referring to this classification and variety in the level of social relations as well as the
general and special conditions of these relations, there is a set of traditions reported
from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) displaying other conditions and qualifications to be observed
in identifying the level of one’s social relations with others. Some traditions have
mentioned the positive characteristics that encourage such relations, such as piety,
devoutness, rationality, prudence, nobility, and excellent morals, while other
traditions have listed negative traits that discourage building relations, such as idiocy,

(corruption, fabrication, and stinginess.(1

p: 51

Refer to al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:409-432, S. 8-9,11,15-18 and [- 1 - ] 1
`Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 74:173-220 where you can find many traditions
confirming that the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) specified certain points as
conditions of choosing friends of confidence and identifying friends of grimace. All are

.originally connected to the principles to which we have previously referred
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.More details will be cited in the second part of this book

p: 52
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Special Treatment

Point

The fifth aspect of social relations is that there are certain categories of people who
.must be treated in a special manner

Although Islam, in its social concept, believes that all human beings are equal and
brothers of one another, we notice that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) dedicated special
treatment in the field of social relations to certain groups of people because of various
tangible reasons endorsed by human nature or factual reason-based criteria founded

.on public interest

These reasons are humane, religious, and political, depending on the various aspects
of the Islamic concept of social relations in general or social relations in particular,
placing all affairs in their natural position in the general structure of society and the

.categories of social relations

On many occasions, the Holy Qur'an has referred to such special treatment, including
:the following

بِحِاَّصلاوَ بُِنجُْلا  رِاجَْلاوَ  یَبرْقُْلا  يذِ  رِاجَْلاوَ  نِیکِاسَمَْلاوَ  یمَاتَیَْلاوَ  یَبرْقُْلا  يذِِبوَ  اًناسَحْإِ  نِْیدَِلاوَْلاِبوَ  ائًْیشَ  هِِب  اوکُرِشـُْت  اَلوَ  هََّللا  اودُُبعْاوَ 
ارًوخُفَ اًلاتَخُْم  نَاکَ  نْمَ  ُّبحُِی  اَل  هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْکُُنامَْیأَ  تْکَلَمَ  امَوَ  لِیِبَّسلا  نِْباوَ  بِْنجَْلاِب 

Serve Allah and do not

associate anything with Him and be good to parents and to the near of kin and

the orphans and the needy and the neighbor from among (your) kin and the neighbor

who is a stranger and the companion on a journey and the wayfarer and those

,whom your right hands possess. Surely, Allah does not love him who is proud

(boastful. (4:36

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1136 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 53

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1137 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Relatives

Relatives, especially next of kin and, more especially, parents, enjoy special privileges
as regards social treatment. It is thus obligatory to sustain the root of social relations
with relatives and it is impermissible to cut off family ties. It is also obligatory to honor
and act piously towards one’s parents by means of acting obediently towards them

.and complying with their orders, yet within the limits of the religious laws

Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali has reported that Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful
:(‘a) delivered a speech in which he said

بِوُنُّذلا نَِم  اللهِاِب  ذُوعُأَ 

.ءَانَفَْلا لُِّجعَُت  یِتَّلا 

I seek Allah’s protection

.against the sins that hasten death

Abdullah ibn al-Kawwa' interrupted him, saying, “O Commander of the Faithful! Are`
:there sins that hasten one’s death?” The Imam (‘a) answered

هُعَیطِقَ کَلَْیوَ ، مْعََن !

مْهُوَ نَوْسَاوتَیَوَ  نَوعُمِتَجْیََل  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  َّنإِ  .مِحَِّرلا 

نَوُقَّرفَتَیََل تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  َّنإِوَ  .اللهُا  مُهُُقزُرْیَفَ  هٌرَجَفَ 

.ءُایَقِْتأَ مْهُوَ  اللهُا  مُهُُمرِحْیَفَ  اًضْعَب  مْهُضُْعَب  عُطَْقیَوَ 

Yes, there are! Woe unto

,you! They are breach of family ties with one’s relatives. Even if faithless

family members who gather and help each other are provided sustenance by

Almighty Allah. Some family members, who are pious, separate from one another
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and cut off their ties; as a result, Almighty Allah deprives them (of His

(sustenance despite their piety).(1

Anbasah al-`Abid (the worshipper) has reported that a man`

p: 54

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:347-348, H. 7 [- 1 - ] 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1139 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_54_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


came to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and complained about his relatives. The Imam (‘a) advised
:him saying

.لْعَْفاوَ کَظَْیغَ  مْظُکْإِ 

Suppress your rage and

.treat them nicely

!” The man said, “They do such-and-such to me

:The Imam (‘a) said

مْهُلَْثِم نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  دُیرُِتأَ 

؟ مْکُْیَلإِ اللهُا  رُظُْنیَ  لاَفَ 

Do you want to be like

(them? Then, Almighty Allah shall never look at you.(1

:In his famous Epistle on Rights, Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) says

نْأَفَ کَِّمأُ  ُّقحَ  اَّمأَوَ 

کَتمَعَطْأَوَ ادًحَأَ  دٌحَأَ  لُمِحْیَ  ثُْیحَ لا  کَتلَمَحَ  اهََّنأَ  مَلَْعتَ 

کَتقَوَ اهََّنأَوَ  ادًحَأَ ، دٌحَأَ  مُعِطُْی  امَ لا  اهبْلقَ  هِرَمََث  نِْم 

عِیمِجَوَ اهَرِشََبو  اهَرِْعشَوَ  اهلجْرِوَ  اهَدِیَو  اهَرِصََبو  اهَعِمْسَب 

امَِل هًلَمِتَحُْم  هًلَباوَُم ، هًحَرِفَ  کَِلذَب ، هًرَشِبتَسُْم  اهَحِرِاوَجَ 

کَْنعَ اهَتعَفَدَ  یَّتحَ  اهَُّمغَوَ  اهُلْقِثو  اهمَُلأَو  اههُورُکْمَ  هِیِف 

عُوجتو عَبَشْتَ  نْأَ  تْیَضِرَفَ  ضِرلأَا  یَلإ  کَتجَرَخأَوَ  هِرَدْقُلا  دُیَ 

، یحَضْتَو کَُّلظُِتوَ  أُمَظْتَوَ ، کَیوِرُْتوَ  يرَْعتوَ ، كَوسُکْتَوَ  یَهِ ،
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نَاکَوَ اهَِقرَأَب ، مِوَّْنلاب  كَذُِّذلَُتوَ  اهَسِؤُْبب ، کَمَِّعنَُتوَ 

کََل اهَرُجْحِوَ  ءًاعَوِ ، کََل  اهَُنطَْب 

رُشِابَُت ءًاقَوِ ، کََل  اهَسُْفَنو  ءًاقَسِ ، کََل  اهَُیدَْثو  ءًاوَحِ ،

کَِلذَ رِدْقَ  یلَعَ  اهَرَکُشْتَفَ  کََنودُوَ ، کََل  اهَدِرَْبو  ایَنُّدلا  َّرحَ 

.هِقِیِفوتَوَ هَِّللا  نِوعَب  لاّإ  هِْیلَعَ  رُدِْقتَ  لاوَ 

اَّمأوَ

مَْل هُلاوَْل  کََّنأَوَ  هُعُرْفَ ، کََّنأوَ  کَُلصْأَ ، هَُّنأ  مَلَْعتَفَ  کَیبأَ  ُّقحَ 

َّنأَ مْلَعْافَ  کَُبجِْعُی  اَّمِم  کَسِْفن  یِف  تَْیأرَ  امَهْمَفَ  .نْکُتَ 

یلَعَ هُرْکُشْاوَ  هََّللا  دِمَحْاوَ  هِیِف  کَْیلَعَ  هِمَْعِّنلا  لُصْأَ  كَاَبأَ 

.اللهِاب لاّإ  هََّوُق  لاوَ  کَِلذَ  رِدْقَ 

مَلَْعتَفَ كَدَِلوَ  ُّقحَ  اَّمأوَ 

، هِِّرشَوَ هِرِْیخَب  ایَْندُلا  لِجِاعَ  یِف  کَیَلإ  فٌاضَُموَ  کَْنِم  هَُّنأ 

یلَعَ هَِللادّلاوَ  بدَلأَا  نِسْحُ  نِْم  هُتَیِّلو  اَّمعَ  لٌوئسْمَ  کََّنأَوَ 

یلَعَ بٌاثمُفَ  هِسِْفن ، یِفوَ  کَیِف  هِِتعَاطَ  یلَعَ  هَُل  هِنوعُمَْلاوَ  هِبرَ 

نِسْحُب نِِّیزَتَمُْلا  لَمَعَ  هِرِْمأَ  یِف  لْمَعْافَ  بٌقَاعَُموَ ، کَِلذ 

امَیِف هِبرَ  یَلإ  رِذِْعمُْلا  ایَْنُّدلا ، لِجِاعَ  یِف  هِْیلَعَ  هِرِثأَ 

لاوَ .هُْنِم  هَُل  ذُخلأَاوَ  هِْیلَعَ  مِایَقِْلا  نِسْحُب  هُنَْیَبو  کَنَْیَب 

.اللهِاب لاإ  هََّوُق 

مَلَْعتَفَ کَیخِأَ  ُّقحَ  امّأَوَ 

، هِیَلإ ئُجِتَْلتَ  يذَِّلا  كَرُهْظَوَ  اهَطُسُبتَ ، یِتَّلا  كَدُیَ  هُّنأَ 
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لافَ اهَب ، لُوصُتَ  یِتَّلا  کَُتَّوُقوَ  هِیلَعَ ، دُمِتَْعتَ  يذَِّلا  كَُّزعِوَ 

ِّقحَب مِْلُّظلِل  هًَّدعُ  لاو  هَِّللا  هِیصعمَ  یلَع  احًلاسِ  هُذْخَِّتتَ 

هِِّودُعَ یلَعَ  هِِتنوعُمَوَ  هِسِْفن  یلَعَ  هُتَرصُْن  عْدَتَ  لاو  هَِّللا ،

هِیَلإ هِحَیصَِّنلا  هِیَدأْتَو  هِنیطایَشَ  نَْیَبو  هُنَْیَب  لَوْحَْلاوَ 

هََباجَلإا نَسَحْأَوَ  هِبرَِل  دَاقَنا  نْإفَ  هَِّللا  یِف  هِْیلَعَ  لِابَقلإاو 

.هُْنِم کَْیلَعَ  مَرَکْأَوَ  كَدَْنعِ  رَثآ  اللهُا  نِکُیَْلفَ  لاّإوَ  هَُل 

The right of your mother is that you know that she

carried you where no one carries anyone, she gave to you the fruit of her

,heart which no one gives to anyone, and she protected you with her hearing

sight, hands, legs, hair, and skin as well as all her organs. She was highly

delighted, happy, eager, and enduring the harm, pain, heaviness, and grief

.until the hand of power saved her from you and brought you out to this earth

She did not care if she went hungry as long as you ate, was naked as long as

you were clothed, was thirsty as long as you drank, was in the sun as long as

you were in the shade, was miserable as long as you were happy, and was

deprived of sleeping as long as you were resting. Her abdomen was your

container, her lap your seat, her breast your drink, and her soul was your

fort. She protected you from heat and cold. You should thank her for all

that. You will not be able to show her gratitude except through Allah’s help

.and grace of thanksgiving
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The right of your father is that you know that he is your

root and you are his branch. Without him, you would not be. Whenever you see

anything in yourself that pleases you, know that your father is the origin of

.its blessing upon you. Therefore, praise Allah and thank Him in that measure

All power belongs to Allah.1

The right of your child

,is that you should know that he is from you and will be ascribed to you

.through both his good and his evil, in the immediate affairs of this world

You are responsible for what has been entrusted to you, such as educating him

in good conduct, pointing him in the direction of his Lord, and helping him

to obey Him. So, act toward him with the behavior of one who knows that he

will be rewarded for doing good and punished for doing evil. In his affairs, behave

with the actions of those who adorn their children with their good deeds and

those who are justified before their Lord because they did well in the

.discipline and the custody of their sons. All power belongs to Allah

The right of your brother

is that you know that he is your hand that you extend, your back from whom

you seek refuge, your power upon which you rely, and your might with which

you move. Take him not as a weapon with which to disobey Allah, nor as

equipment with which to wrong Allah’s creatures. Do not neglect to help him
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against his own ill intentions and against his enemy, prevent him from

joining villains, give him good counsel, and associate with him for Allah’s

sake. If he obeys Allah and responds to Him properly, well and good, but if

(not, you should prefer and honor Allah more than him.(2

p: 55

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:593, S. 149, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 1
.Ibn Shu`bah al-Harrani, Tuhaf al-`Uqul, pp. 363 [- 3 - ] 2
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This special treatment with relatives involves the lineal tie, which designates the
extension of man’s existence and progress. It is experienced as a natural feeling, and
has an ethical aspect, especially with reference to taking care of and acting piously
towards parents, which is a sort of gratitude, good turn, lenience, and mercy to the

old and the

p: 58
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:weak. Hence, the Holy Qur'an says

لُْقوَ امَهُرْهَْنتَ  اَلوَ  ٍّفأُ  امَهَُل  لْقُتَ  الَفَ  امَهُالَکِ  وْأَ  امَهُدُحَأَ  رَبَکِْلا  كَدَْـنعِ  َّنغَُلْبیَ  اَّمإِ  اًناسَحْإِ  نِْیدَِـلاوَْلاِبوَ  هُاَّیإِ  اَّلإِ  اودُُـبْعتَ  اَّلأَ  کَُّبرَ  یضـَقَوَ 
ارًیغِصَ یِنایََّبرَ  امَکَ  امَهُمْحَرْا  ِّبرَ  لُْقوَ  هِمَحَّْرلا  نَِم  ِّلُّذلا  حَانَجَ  امَهَُل  ضْفِخْاوَ  امًیرِکَ  اًلوْقَ  امَهَُل 

Your Lord has commanded

that you shall not serve any but Him, and be good to your parents. If either

or both of them reach old age with you, say not to them so much as “Ugh” nor

chide them, and speak to them a generous word. And make yourself submissively

,gentle to them with compassion, and say: O my Lord! Have compassion on them

(as they brought me up when I was little. (17:23-24

Furthermore, special treatment with relatives has a significant social and

organizational aspect related to Islam’s attitude towards the general structure of
society, on the supposition that family is the primary and paramount brick on which

.the social structure stands

Scholars

Islam has imparted special social behavior towards scholars and people of virtue and
.knowledge due to certain ethical, tangible, and social considerations

As for the ethical, tangible consideration, Islam looks upon knowledge as having
realistic worth that grants man a rank of perfection and elevation. The Holy Qur'an

:thus says

رٌیِبخَ نَوُلمَْعتَ  امَِب  هَُّللاوَ  تٍاجَرَدَ  مَْلعِْلا  اوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  مْکُْنِم  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  عِفَرْیَ 

Allah will exalt those of

you who believe and those who are given knowledge in high degrees. Allah is
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(Aware of what you do. (58:11

بِابَْلأَْلا وُلوأُ  رَُّکذَتَیَ  امََّنإِ  نَومُلَْعیَ  اَل  نَیذَِّلاوَ  نَومُلَْعیَ  نَیذَِّلا  يوِتَسْیَ  لْهَ  لُْق 

Say: Are those who know

.and those who do not know alike? Only the men of understanding are mindful

(39:9)

p: 59
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As for the social consideration practically adopted by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), scholars
occupy a distinguished social position represented in the leadership of the Islamic

.revolution in Iran and its authority over the Muslim nation

As confirmed in their traditions, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have been the worthiest to occupy
this position and the only ones granted this authority by Almighty Allah because they

.possessed knowledge of an unmatched, unattainable degree

Consequently, the leaders of Muslims must have full knowledge of Islam and be
.proficient enough to deduce religious laws from their sources

Treating scholars in special ways has been advised in authentic traditions. Shaykh al-
Saduq, in his book of al-Khi¥al, has reported Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful

:(‘a) as saying

َّلاأَ مِِلاعَْلا  ِّقحَ  نِْم 

َّحِلُت لاَوَ  بِاوَجَْلا ، یِف  هُقَِبسْتَ  لاَوَ  لَاؤَُّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ  رَِثکُْت 

رَیشُِت لاَوَ  لَسِکَ ، اذَإِ  هِِبوْثَِب  ذَخُأْتَ  لاَوَ  ضَرَعْأَ ، اذَإِ 

یِف هَُّراسَُت  لاَوَ  کَِنْیعَِب ، زَمُْغتَ  لاَوَ  كَدِیَِب ، هِْیَلإِ 

نٌلاَُف لَاقَ  لَوقُتَ : َّلاأَوَ  هِِتارَوْعَ ، بَُلطْتَ  لاَوَ  هِسِِلجْمَ ،

هُدَْنعِ بَاتَْغتَ  لاَوَ  اًرّسِ ، هَُل  یَشِْفُت  لاَوَ  کَِلوْقَ ، فَلاَخِ 

مَوْقَْلا َّمعُتَ  نْأَوَ  اًبِئاغَوَ ، اًدهِاشَ  هَُل  ظَفَحْتَ  نْأَوَ  اًدحَأَ ،

نْإِوَ هِْیدَیَ ، نَْیَب  سَِلجْتَوَ  هَِّیحَِّتلاِب ، هَُّصخُتَوَ  مِلاََّسلاِب 

نِْم َّلمَتَ  لاَوَ  هِِتمَدْخِ ، یَلإِ  مَوْقَْلا  تَْقبَسَ  هٌجَاحَ  هَُل  تَْناکَ 

یتَمَ رْظِتَْنافَ  هِلَخَّْنلا  لُْثِم  وَهُ  امََّنإِفَ  هِِتبَحْصُ ، لِوطُ 

مِِئاَّصلا هَِلزِْنمَِب  مُِلاعَْلاوَ  .هُُتعَفَْنمَ  هُْنِم  کَْیلَعَ  طُقُسْتَ 

مَلَثَْنا مُِلاعَْلا  تَامَ  اذَإِوَ  اللهِا ، لِیِبسَ  یِف  دِهِاجَمُْلا  مِِئاقَْلا 
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َّنإِوَ هِمَایَقِْلا ، مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  ُّدسَُت  هٌمَْلَث لاَ  مِلاَسْلإِا  یِف 

یِبَّرقَُم نِْم  کٍلَمَ  فَْلأَ  نَوعُْبسَ  هُعُِّیشَُیَل  مِْلعِْلا  بَِلاطَ 

.ءِامََّسلا

Among

your duties towards scholars are that you must not load them with too many

.questions

You must not precede them in answering. You must not insist when they avoid

answering a question). You must not impose upon them when they are tired. You)

must not point at them by extending a finger. You must not wink at them. You

must not talk confidentially to them during their sessions. You must not

inspect their flaws. You must not address them by stating opinions

contradictory to theirs. You must not reveal their secrets. You must not backbite

in their presence. You must support them in their presence and defend them when

,they are absent. You must salute a group of people generally but greet them singly

sit in their presence, precede all others to meet their needs, and you must

not become weary of long companionship with them. Verily, scholars are just

like date-palm trees; therefore, you must be patient while waiting for their

benefit to descend upon you. A scholar occupies the same standing of one who

permanently fasts, performs acts of worship, and strives for the sake of

Almighty Allah. When a scholar passes away, an irreparable crack occurs in
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Islam that continues up to the Day of Resurrection. Verily, when a seeker of
knowledge

passes away seventy thousand angels escort him and place him among the most

favored

(inhabitants of heaven.(1

p: 60

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:551, S. 123, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
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:In the famous Treatise on Rights, Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) says

هٌَثلاَث کَِتَّمِئأَ  قُوقُحُفَ 

کَسِِئاسَ َّمُث  نِاطَْلُّسلاب  کَسِِئاسَ  ُّقحَ  کَْیلَعَ  اهَُبجَوْأَ 

مِْلعِْلاِب کَسِِئاسَ  ُّقحَوَ  کِْلمُْلاب … کَسِِئاسَ  ُّقحَ  َّمُث  مِْلعِْلاب ،

عِامَِتسْلإا نُسْحُوَ  هِسِِلجْمَِل ، رُیِقوَّْتلاوَ  هَُل ، مُیظِْعَّتلا 

لاَوَ کَتَوْصَ ، هِْیلَعَ  عَفَرْتَ  َّلاأَوَ  هِْیلَعَ ، لُابَْقلإِاوَ  هِْیَلإِ ،

، بُیجُِی يذَِّلا  وَهُ  نَوکُیَ  یَّتحَ  ءٍیْشَ  نْعَ  هُُلأَسْیَ  اًدحَأَ  بَیجُِت 

، اًدحَأَ هُدَْنعِ  بَاتَْغتَ  لاَوَ  اًدحَأَ ، هِسِِلجْمَ  یِف  ثَِّدحَُت  لاَوَ 

رَُتسْتَ نْأَوَ  ءٍوسُِب ، كَدَْنعِ  رَکِذُ  اذَإِ  هُْنعَ  عَفَدْتَ  نْأَوَ 

لاَوَ اًوّدُعَ ، هَُل  سَِلاجَُت  لاَوَ  هُبَِقانَمَ ، رَهِظُْتوَ  هَُبوُیعُ 

هُکَِئلاَمَ کََل  دَهِشَ  کَِلذَ  تَْلعَفَ  اذَإِفَ  اًّیِلوَ ، هَُل  يَدِاعَُت 

هُمُسْا َّلجَ  هُمَْلعِ اللهِ  تَمَّْلعَتَوَ  هُتَدْصَقَ ، کََّنأَِب  اللهِا 

.سِاَّنلِل لاَ 

The rights of your leaders are three: the most incumbent

upon you is the right of a person who trains you through authority, then of

him who trains you through knowledge, and then of him who trains you through

property. Each trainer is a leader… You must honor the right of the one who

trains you through knowledge, by magnifying him, respecting his sessions,1 listening
to him, and attending to

him with devotion. You must avoid raising your voice in his presence, avoid
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answering others by letting him answer, and avoid talking to anybody during

his sessions. You must avoid backbiting in his presence, defend

him when something bad is

attributed to him, cover up his defects, demonstrate his good points, avoid

sitting with his enemies, and avoid incurring the hostility of one who is

loyal to him. If you do these, then the angels of Almighty Allah will bear

witness that you have tended to him adequately and have learnt his knowledge

(for the sake of Almighty Allah, and not for the sake of people.(1

p: 61

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:134, S. 3, H. 1. Translator’s Note: According to - 1
کَسِِئاسَ ُّقحَ  اَّمأَوَ  : Tuhaf al-`Uqul, this paragraph has been mentioned in the following form

مِْلعِْلا نَِم  هُْنعَ  کَِب  ینَغِ  امَ لاَ  یفَ  کَسِْفَن  یلَعَ  هَُل  هَُنوعُمَْلاوَ  هِْیلَعَ  لُابـَْقلإِاوَ  هِْیَلإِ  عِامَِتسـْلإا  نُسْحُوَ  هِسِِلجْمَِل  رُیِقوَّْتلاوَ  هَُل  مُیظِْعَّتلافـَ  مِْلعِْلاِـب 
امَ یِف  کََّنأَ  مَلَْعتَ  نْأَوَ  تِاوَهََّشلا  صِْقَنوَ  تِاَّذَّللا  كِرْتَِب  كَرَصـََب  هَُل  یَِلجُْتوَ  کَبَْلقَ  هَُل  یَِّکزَُتوَ  کَمَهْفَ  هُرَضـِحُْتوَ  کَلـَْقعَ  هَُل  غَرِْفُت  نْأَِـب 
اذَإِ هُْنعَ  اهَِب  مِایَقِْلاوَ  هِِتَلاسَرِ  هِیَدِأْتَ  یِف  هُْنخُتَ  لاَوَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  هُْنعَ  هِیَدِأَّْتلا  نُسْحُ  کَمـَزِلَفَ  لِـهْجَْلا  لِـهْأَ  نِْم  کَیـَقَِل  نْمَ  یَلإِ  هُُلوسُرَ  کَْـیَلإِ  یقَْلأَ 
The right of the one who trains you through knowledge is to اللهِاِب. َّلاإِ  هََّوُق  لاَوَ  لَوْحَ  ـَلاوَ  اهـَتَدَّْلقَتَ ،
magnify him, respect his sessions, listen well to him, attend to him with devotion, and
help him convey to you the knowledge that you indispensably need. You can do so by
emptying your mind to (receive) his information, pay attention to him, purify your
heart for him, open your eyes wide before him by means of abandoning the appetites
and the passions. You should also know that you are considered to be his messenger

when you convey the information that he provides you to the ignorant ones that you
meet. Therefore, it is binding upon you to convey it on his behalf properly, and avoid
betraying him when you are conveying his message and representing him. All power

.belongs to Allah
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Neighbors

Neighbors are also worthy of exceptional treatment to bolster social relations with
others throughout the geographical area and establish a sound and powerful local
social structure. Emphasizing the significance of this special treatment towards
neighbors in his last will to his sons, Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a),

(referred to the Holy Prophet’s instructions about neighbors.(1

p: 62

Translator’s Note: In his will for Imam Hasan (‘a) and Imam Husayn (‘a), Imam [- 2 - ] 1
مْهِِب یصـِوُی  لَازَ  امـَ  مْکُِّیِبَن ، هَُّیصـِوَ  اهـََّنإِفَ  مْکُِنارَیجِ ، یِف  اللهَا  اللهَا  : `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) said

Fear) Allah (and) keep Allah in view in the matter of neighbors,  ) .مْهُُثِّروَُیـسـَ هَُّنأَ  اَّننَظَ  یَّتـحـَ 
because they were the subject of the Prophet’s advice when he went on advising in
their favor until we thought he would allow them a share in inheritance. (Nahj al-

(Balaghah, Sermon No. 64
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Shaykh al-Saduq has reported another tradition carrying the same import in his books
Man-la-Yahzuruhul-Faqih and `Iqab al-A`mal on the authority of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)

:on the authority of his fathers (‘a) on the authority of the Holy Prophet (S) who said

اللهُا مََّرحَ  هُرَاجَ  يذَآ  نْمَ 

نْمَوَ .رُیصِمَْلا  سَْئِبوَ  مَُّنهَجَ  هُاوَأْمَوَ  هَِّنجَْلا ، حَیرِ  هِْیلَعَ 

یِنیصِوُی لُیِئرَْبجَ  لَازَ  امَوَ  .اَّنِم  سَْیلَفَ  هِرِاجَ  َّقحَ  عََّیضَ 

.هُُثِّروَُیسَ هَُّنأَ  تُْننَظَ  یَّتحَ  رِاجَْلاِب 

Whoever, harms his

neighbor shall be deprived of the scent of Paradise by Almighty Allah and

Hell shall be his final abode. What an evil destiny Hell is. (Archangel) Gabriel advised
me in favor of neighbors so insistently that I believed that a

(share of inheritance would be decided for neighbors.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted his father (‘a) saying

ٍّیِلعَ بِاتَکِ  یِف  تُْأرَقَ 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  َّنإِ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 

مْهِِب قَحَِل  نْمَوَ  رِاصَْنلأَاوَ  نَیرِجِاهَمُْلا  نَْیَب  بَتَکَ  مََّلسَوَ 

، مٍِثآ لاَوَ  ٍّراضَُم  رُْیغَ  سِْفَّنلاکَ  رَاجَْلا  َّنأَ  بَرِْثیَ  لِهْأَ  نِْم 

.هِِّمأُ هِمَرْحُکَ  رِاجَْلا  یلَعَ  رِاجَْلا  هُمَرْحُوَ 

(, In the Book of (Imam)`Ali (‘a

I read that the Messenger of Allah (S) wrote a paragraph in the covenant that

he wrote between the Muhajirun (Muslim emigrants of Makkah), the An¥ar
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Muslims of Yathrib), and the inhabitants of Yathrib, who joined them. It ran)

thus: Treat your neighbor as yourself; neither harm him nor attribute any sin

to him. The sanctity of one’s neighbor is the same as the sanctity of one’s

(mother.(2

p: 63

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:488, S. 86, H. 5 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:487, S. 86, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported as saying

اَّنِم سَْیَل  هَُّنأَ  اومُلَعْإِ 

.هُرَوَاجَ نْمَ  هَرَوَاجَُم  نْسِحُْی  مَْل  نْمَ 

Know that whoever does not

(act nobly concerning the rights of his neighbor does not belong to our group.(1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) reported the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نَاعَْبشَ تَاَب  نْمَ  یِب  نَمَآ  امَ 

.عٌِئاجَ هُرُاجَوَ 

Whoever spends his night

(satiated while his neighbor is hungry has never believed in me.(2

Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about the
.area of one’s neighborhood

:The Imam (‘a) answered

نَیعَِبرْأَ

.بٍِناجَ ِّلکُ  نِْم  اًرادَ 

(Forty houses on each side are included in neighbors.(3

The Weak

According to Islam, weak people must also be treated in special ways, including those
whose weakness is due to the nature of their physical structure—such as children,
women, old people, handicapped and retarded people. The human aspect in this

.special treatment is too clear to require confirmation
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:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

، مْکُءَافَعَضُ اومُحَرْاوَ 

.مْهَُل هِمَحَّْرلاِب  اللهِا  نَِم  هَمَحَّْرلا  اوُبُلطْاوَ 

Have mercy on the weak

amongst you and pray that Almighty Allah has mercy on you because of your showing

(mercy towards them.(4

p: 64

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:489, S. 87, H. 5 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:490, S. 88, H. 1 [- 3 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:492, S. 90, H. 3 [- 4 - ] 3
Abu’l-Fath al-Irbali, Kashf al-Ghummah 3: 142; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al- [- 1 - ] 4

.Anwar 78:83, H. 85 as quoted from the previous reference book
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This distinctive treatment also includes the financially weak, such as the poor, the
.destitute, the wayfarers, and other categories of needy people

Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) has quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as
:saying in one of his sermons

مْکُءِارَقَُف یلَعَ  اوُقَّدصَتَوَ 

اوُلصِوَ مْکُرَاغَصِ ، اومُحَرْاوَ  مْکُرَابَکِ  اورُِّقوَوَ  مْکُِنیکِاسَمَوَ ،

.مْکُمَاحَرْأَ

Give alms to the poor and the needy amongst you. Have a high regard for

the old amongst you. Have mercy on the young amongst you. Build good

(relationships with your relatives.(1

This special treatment also includes those deemed weak because of their social
conditions, such as orphans, slaves, and low-wage employees whose social

.circumstances force them to be under the supervision and custody of others

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers (‘a) that the Holy
:Prophet (S), in his instructions to Imam `Ali (‘a) said

َّنکُ نْمَ  عٌَبرْأَ  ُّیِلعَ ، ایَ 

مَحِرَوَ مَیِتیَْلا ، يوَآ  نْمَ  هَِّنجَْلا : یِف  اًتْیَب  هَُل  اللهُا  ینََب  هِیِف 

ایَ .هِکِوُلمْمَِب  قَفَرَوَ  هِْیدَِلاوَ ، یلَعَ  قَفَشْأَوَ  فَیعَِّضلا ،

تْبَجَوَ یَِنْغتَسْیَ  یَّتحَ  هِِلامَِب  هِِتقَفََن  یِف  اًمیِتیَ  یفَکَ  نْمَ  ُّیِلعَ ،

سِْأرَ یلَعَ  هُدَیَ  حَسَمَ  نْمَ  ُّیِلعَ ، ایَ  .هََّتبَْلا  هَُّنجَْلا  هَُل 

مَوْیَ اًروُن  هٍرَْعشَ  ِّلکُِب  اللهُا  هُاطَعْأَ  هَُل  اًمُّحرَتَ  مٍیِتیَ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا
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O `Ali, whoever carries out the following four acts, Almighty Allah

shall build for him a house in Paradise: (1) providing a shelter for an

orphan, (2) having mercy on the weak, (3) having compassion for parents, and

treating servants leniently. O `Ali, Paradise shall be unquestionably ( 4)

decided for the person who meets all the expenses of an orphan from his own

wealth such that he makes him financially independent. O `Ali, whoever strokes

the head of an orphan out of sympathy for him, on the Day of Resurrection, Almighty

(Allah shall grant him (a piece of) light for each single hair.(2

p: 65

Shaykh al-Saduq, `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza 2:265, H. 53; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar [- 2 - ] 1
.al-Anwar 96:356, H. 25 as quoted from the previous reference book

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:560, S. 19, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
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The Holy Prophet’s Progeny

Exceptional treatment has been confirmed for the Holy Prophet’s progeny from the
descendants of Imam `Ali and Lady Fatimah—peace be upon them—due to their
relationship to the Holy Prophet (S) in order to honor him, acknowledge his right, and

.sanctify his standing

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

لَُّبقَُی لاَ 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  َّلاإِ  هُدُیَ  لاَوَ  دٍحَأَ  سُْأرَ 

.اللهِا لُوسُرَ  هِِب  دَیرِأُ  نْمَ  وْأَ  مََّلسَوَ 

No one’s head or hand must be kissed except the Messenger of Allah’s or

(one who is considered to represent him.(1

:Al-Husayn ibn Khalid reported Imam al-Riza (‘a) as saying

انَِتَّیِّرذُ یَلإِ  رُظََّنلا 

.هٌدَابَعِ

Looking at our progeny is

.a kind of) worship)

p: 66

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:565, S. 133, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 1
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The reporter asked, “Does this mean the Imams from your progeny or all of the Holy
?” Prophet’s descendants

:The Imam (‘a) answered

عِیمِجَ یَلإِ  رُظََّنلا  لَِب 

امَ هٌدَابَعِ  مََّلسَوَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ِّیِبَّنلا  هَِّیِّرذُ 

.یصِاعَمَْلاِب اوُثَّولَتَیَ  مَْلوَ  هُجَاهَْنِم  اوُقرِافَُی  مَْل 

It includes all the

descendants of the Prophet (S) who neither violated his course nor are polluted

(by acts of disobedience to Allah.(1

p: 67

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:620, S. 165, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
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Chapter Two: Rules And Foundations

Point

Prelude

Religious and Conventional Laws . 1

Controlling and Steering Emotions . 2

Justice meted out under all circumstances . 3

Nobility of Character and Indulgence . 4

Charity and Preceding Others in Charitable Behavior . 5

Good Example and Unique Behavior . 6

p: 69
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Prelude

The second area of discussion appertains to rules that identify the progress and
.direction of social relations and the foundations on which they are established

These rules and foundations steer the progress of social relations towards self-
perfection in the behavior of individuals and towards social perfection in the activities

.of the virtuous community

At the same time, they outline the ethical background and social behavior of the
individual by highlighting the role that ethics plays in achieving social perfection in an

.individual

Without these ethical restraints, social relations turn into a mere formal mechanism,
similar to customs and traditions, disintegrating as soon as the social structure suffers
the least change. This has actually taken place under certain conditions like
emigration from one society to another, cultural and social intrusions imposed on a
society, or overthrow of political regimes. In Western societies, ethics has turned into
barren laws and traditions lacking any significant connection to ethics, moral fiber,

.spirit, or sentiment

:The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) summed up these rules in the following points

Commitment to religious duties and conventional responsibilities . 1

Controlling and directing one’s emotions . 2

Deeming justice and fairness as the only level of comparison between others and . 3
oneself

Nobility of character and dealing with people in terms of . 4

p: 71
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forbearance and compassion

Charity and leading in charitable behavior . 5

Distinguished behavior, acting as good example in general social conditions . 6

These regulations are congruous with the Islamic aspects of social relations in trend,
goals, form, and content. However, it is necessary to deal with each of these

.regulations in detail to shed light on the claimed congruity and connection

p: 72
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Religious and Conventional Laws

Point

Commitment to the religious laws, reason-based pledges and covenants, as well as
common conventional manners approved by the Holy Legislator, is in reality an ethical
commitment towards Almighty Allah, the One and Only Lord and Creator Who has
bestowed uncountable graces upon humankind. Almighty Allah had taken a pledge
and a covenant from humankind that they would profess His Oneness in godhead and
lordship, and obey and comply with His commandments and prohibitions in this world.

:Referring to this covenant, the Holy Qur'an says

اَّنإِ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  اوُلوقُتَ  نْأَ  اَندْهِشَ  یلََب  اوُلاقَ  مْکُِّبرَِب  تُسَْلأَ  مْهِسـِفُْنأَ  یلَعَ  مْهُدَهَشـْأَوَ  مْهُتََّیِّرذُ  مْهِرِوهُظُ  نِْم  مَدَآ  یِنَب  نِْم  کَُّبرَ  ذَخَأَ  ذْإِوَ 
نَوُلطِْبمُْلا لَعَفَ  امَِب  انَکُِلهُْتفَأَ  مْهِدِْعَب  نِْم  هًَّیِّرذُ  اَّنکُوَ  لُْبقَ  نِْم  اَنؤُاَبآ  كَرَشْأَ  امََّنإِ  اوُلوقُتَ  وْأَ  نَیِلِفاغَ  اذَهَ  نْعَ  اَّنکُ 

When your Lord brought

forth the children of Adam and, from their backs, their descendants, and made

,them bear witness against their own souls, “Am I not your Lord?” They answered

,Yes! We bear witness.” Lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection“

Surely, we were heedless of this.” Or, lest you should say, “Only our“

fathers associated others with Allah before, and we were an offspring after

(them: Will You then destroy us for what the vain doers did?” (7:172-173

This commitment, therefore, is in reality the fulfillment of the pledge and covenant
mentioned in the Holy Qur'an and the acknowledgement of the religion and system of
Islam, which Almighty Allah revealed to Muhammad, His servant and messenger,
peace be upon him and his Household. This religion came to guide humankind,
organize their affairs, and build a virtuous human community so that the believers of

this divine message who fulfill this covenant form the
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.best nation

These religious laws and regulations, including all commands and prohibitions, are
based on actual advantage and disadvantage in both the individual and social
movements of humanity. Obeying these religious laws is in truth achieving
advantages and evading disadvantages. The second aspect of the Islamic concept of
social relations, reinforcing the social structure, cannot be put into practice except by

.means of gaining advantages and warding off disadvantages

Further, common conventional manners are just another expression of legitimate

social commitments that people of a society agree to use as customs; therefore,
conformity with these manners means conformity with people themselves and with
society. This is in accord with the first aspect of social relations—openness and

.sociability

Obligatory and Forbidden Commitments

Positive and negative implementation of such regulation is found in the details about
.the superstructure of social relations

As for the positive aspect, this regulation can be found in fulfillment of promises and
covenants, restoration of securities to their owners, participation in funeral
ceremonies, presence in congregational prayers and social gatherings, visiting the
sick, and like matters that will be discussed in further detail in the second part of this

.book

Regarding the negative aspect, application of regulation can be found in threatening
others, causing them damage, violating their sanctities, scrutinizing their weaknesses,
or spreading corruptive influences among them, which will also be discussed in the

.second part of this book

p: 74
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Controlling and Steering the Emotions

Point

The second constraint is to control one’s emotions, feelings, and passions during
involvement in certain events and in responding to the results and consequences of
those events. When observed, this regulation embodies self-perfection in man’s

.progress towards Almighty Allah

Many traditions, reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), emphasize such regulation as a
.means of attaining self-perfection

In two books entitled Man-la-Yahzuruhul-Faqih and Thawab al-A`mal, Shaykh al-
Saduq has reported through a valid chain of authority on the authority of Shu`ayb al-

:`Aqarqufi that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

بَغِرَ اذَإِ  هُسَْفَن  کَلَمَ  نْمَ 

اللهُا مََّرحَ  یَضِرَ  اذَإِوَ  بَضِغَ  اذَإِوَ  یهَتَشْا  اذَإِوَ  بَهِرَ  اذَإِوَ 

.رِاَّنلا یلَعَ  هُدَسَجَ 

Whoever controls himself

when he desires, fears, craves, or becomes angry, Almighty Allah shall ban

(Hellfire from consuming his body.(1

According to another tradition that is reported by Shaykh al-Kulayni in al-Kafi through
a valid chain of authority on the authority of Safwan al-Jammal, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)

:said

امََّنإِ

اذَإِوَ ٍّقحَ ، نِْم  هُُبضَغَ  هُجْرِخُْی  مَْل  بَضِغَ  اذَإِ  يذَِّلا  نُِمؤْمُْلا 

ذْخُأْیَ مَْل  رَدَقَ  اذَإِوَ  لٍطِاَب ، یِف  هُاضَرِ  هُْلخِدُْی  مَْل  یَضِرَ 
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.هَُل اَّمِم  رَثَکْأَ 

A true faithful believer is he whose rage does not induce

him to abandon what is right, whose approval (of something) does not induce

him to indulge in the wrong, and whose power does not induce him to take more

(than his due.(2

p: 75

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:132, S. 1, H. 8 [- 1 - ] 1
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Self-Building and Control of Emotions

Without a doubt, self-building is one of the most imposing acts that man adopts in his
progress towards self-perfection. According to an authentic tradition, the Holy

(Prophet (S) is reported to have described self-building as ‘the major jihad’.(1

One aspect of self-building is controlling emotions and steering them towards what is
.right and approved by religious laws and divine goals

In its subjective aspect, the significance of this regulation stems from educating and
strengthening the human will to be in a permanent state of harmony with reason and
religious laws in its choice and activity. The Holy Legislator has conferred a special
significance upon reason and granted it a vital role in the progress of humanity and in
guiding human will towards uprightness and helping human souls accomplish the final

.goal of their existence by controlling emotions during interaction

:In an authentic tradition, the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

p: 76

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:122, S. 1, H. 1. Al-Sakuni related the [- 2 - ] 1
following on the authority of Abu-`Abdullah al-Sadiq (‘a): On seeing the armies

returning from the battlefront, the Holy Prophet (S) said, “Blessed are those who have
performed the minor jihad, and have yet to perform the major one.” When asked
what the major jihad was, the Holy Prophet replied, “It is the jihad of the self (struggle

(.” against self
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قَلَخَ یَلاعَتَوَ  هَُناحَْبسُ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

.رِْبدْأَ هَُل : لَاقَ  َّمُث  .لَبَْقأَفَ  .لِْبْقأَ  هَُل : لَاقَ  َّمُث  لَْقعَْلا 

وَهُ اًقْلخَ  تُْقلَخَ  امَ  یِللاَجَوَ ، یِتَّزعِوَ  لَاقَ : َّمُث  .رََبدْأَفَ 

امَأَ .ُّبحِأُ  نْمَ  یِف  َّلاإِ  کَُتْلمَکْأَ  لاَوَ  کَْنِم ، َّیَلإِ  َّبحَأَ 

كَاَّیإِوَ بُِقاعَأُ ، كَاَّیإِوَ  یهَْنأَ ، كَاَّیإِوَ  رُُمآ ، كَاَّیإِ  یِّنإِ 

.بُیِثأُ

.When Almighty Allah created the intellect (i.e

reason), He ordered it to come. So, the intellect did. He then ordered it to

leave, and the intellect responded. Then, Almighty Allah declared, “By My

Might and Majesty I take this oath, I have never created any creature dearer

to me than you. I shall never deposit you in your perfect form except with those

(whom I love. Verily, it is you whom I will order, warn, punish, and reward.(1

According to another validly reported tradition, `Abdullah ibn Sinan asked Imam al-
.Sadiq (‘a) whether the angels or mankind were more favored

:The Imam (‘a) answered

بٍِلاطَ یِبأَ  نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  رُیِمأَ  لَاقَ 

لاَِب لاًْقعَ  هِکَِئلاَمَْلا  یِف  بََّکرَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ  مُلاََّسلا : هِْیلَعَ 

یِف بََّکرَوَ  لٍْقعَ ، لاَِب  هًوَهْشَ  مِِئاهَبَْلا  یِف  بََّکرَوَ  هٍوَهْشَ ،

نَِم رٌْیخَ  وَهُفَ  هُتَوَهْشَ  هُُلْقعَ  بَلَغَ  نْمَفَ  .امَهِْیلَکِ  مَدَآ  یِنَب 

نَِم ٌّرشَ  وَهُفَ  هُلَْقعَ  هُُتوَهْشَ  تْبَلَغَ  نْمَوَ  هِکَِئلاَمَْلا ،
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.مِِئاهَبَْلا

:Ali ibn Abi-Talib, the Commander of the Faithful, (‘a) said`

Almighty Allah installed in angels reason without appetite, and in beasts

appetite without reason; while in human beings, He installed both reason and

appetite. Thus, a human being whose reason overcomes his appetite becomes

more favorable than angels, but he whose appetite overcomes his reason becomes

(lowlier than beasts.(2

p: 77

Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 1:10, H. 1; al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:160, H. [- 1 - ] 1
.1

Shaykh al-Saduq, `Ilal al-Shara'i` 1:4-5, H. 1; al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah [- 2 - ] 2
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Nobility of Character and Control of Emotions

Controlling ones emotions contributes to self-perfection of individuals, which
.automatically has a great bearing on the self-perfection of the whole society

Additionally, an individual characterized by uprightness and distinctive moral features
leaves an undeniable impact on the other individuals of society. An upright individual’s

.social behavior will necessarily reflect his or her sound psychological reality

For that reason, the Holy Qur'an, highlighting this ethical aspect in behavior, has
:praised the Holy Prophet Muhammad (S) for the excellence of his morality

مٍیظِعَ قٍُلخُ  یلَعََل  کََّنإِوَ 

Most surely, you conform

(to sublime morality. (68:4

p: 78
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Justice and Fairness under All Circumstances

Point

The third rule in social relations is the commitment to justice and fairness with all
people without discrimination. Hence, one is required to be fair even if such fairness
forces him to confess his mistake in any incident or issue. This rule expresses the

.ethical background of the Islamic concept of social relations

In its capacity as one of the most significant aspects of the social system, this rule has
been adopted by Islam as the basis on which its whole system is established. Hence,
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) regarded justice as an essential foundation of man’s relationship

.with Almighty Allah

Second to divine mercy, justice is a pillar in man’s relationship with the Creator; in the
production and distribution of wealth; in government; in judgment between parties of

.a dispute; and in man’s relationship with himself

Maintenance of Justice among People

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) emphasized justice and fair play as the basis of the social system
:in general and in social relations in particular. Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

، اوُلدِعْاوَ اللهَا  اوقَُّتإِ 

.نَوُلدِْعیَ مٍوْقَ لاَ  یلَعَ  نَوُبیعِتَ  مْکَُّنإِفَ 

,Fear Allah and act justly yourselves

(for you are censuring people who do not establish justice.(1

:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

p: 79
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نَِم یلَحْأَ  لُدْعَْلا 

.کِسْمِْلا نَِم  اًحیرِ  بُیَطْأَوَ  دِْبُّزلا ، نَِم  نُیَْلأَوَ  دِهَّْشلا ،

Justice

(is sweeter than honey, softer than butter, and more fragrant than musk.(1

Protest against injustice

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) prohibited unjust treatment of the people.
Usually, injustice is the result of misappropriation and disequilibrium in the accurate

.criteria of social relations

:Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

مُِلظْیَ دٍحَأَ  نِْم  امَ 

اَّمأَفَ هِِلامَوَ ، هِسِْفَن  یِف  اهَِب  اللهُا  هُذَخَأَ  َّلاإِ  هًمَلَظْمَ 

.هَُل رَفِغُ  بَاتَ  اذَإِفَ  اللهِا  نَْیَبوَ  هُنَْیَب  يذَِّلا  مُْلُّظلا 

No one commits a wrongdoing

but that Almighty Allah shall punish him for it in his personal affairs or

property. As for wrongdoings that one commits in his relationship with

(Almighty Allah, they are forgivable when the wrongdoer repents.(2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نِْم ُّدشَأَ  هٍمَلَظْمَ  نِْم  امَ 

.اللهُا َّلاإِ  اًنوْعَ  اهَْیلَعَ  اهَُبحِاصَ  دُجِیَ  هٍمَلَظْمَ لاَ 

No act of injustice is
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graver than wronging one who has no helping power to repel it save Almighty

(Allah.(3

Abu-Basir has reported that two disputing men visited Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and each
:one put forward his claim. After he had heard both of them, the Imam (‘a) said

p: 80

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:233, S. 37, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11: 338, S. 77, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:338, S. 77, H. 1 [- 3 - ] 3
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امَأَ

مَوُلظْمَْلا َّنإِ  امَأَ  .مِْلُّظلاِب  رَفَظَ  نْمَ  رٍْیخَِب  رَفَظَ  امَ  هَُّنإِ 

لِامَ نِْم  مُِلاَّظلا  ذُخُأْیَ  اَّمِم  رَثَکْأَ  مِِلاَّظلا  نِیدِ  نِْم  ذُخُأْیَ 

اذَإِ َّرَّشلا  رِکِْنُی  لاَفَ  سِاَّنلاِب  َّرَّشلا  لِعَْفیَ  نْمَ  .مِوُلظْمَْلا 

سَْیَلوَ عُرَزْیَ ، امَ  مَدَآ  نُْبا  دُصِحْیَ  هَُّنإِ  امَأَ  .هِِب  لَعُِف 

.اًرُّم وِْلحُْلا  نَِم  لاَوَ  اًوْلحُ ، ِّرمُْلا  نَِم  دٌحَأَ  دُصِحْیَ 

Truly, I say, he that gains something by unjust means

has in fact gained no benefit. Verily, the wronged party seizes from the

faith of the wronging party more than the wronging party seizes unjustly from

the property of the wronged party. He that causes evil to people must not

complain against the evil that is caused to him. Verily, the son of Adam

i.e. man) will reap only that which he has sown. No one can harvest sweetness)

.from the bitter and no one can harvest bitterness from the sweet

Upon hearing these words, the two disputing parties made up with each other and
(left.(1

Giving others their rights even if it be against oneself

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) urged their followers to be fair with all people by giving them their
rights even if it went against their own interests. Hence, The Holy Imams (‘a)
confirmed that the quality of faith (i.e. iman) cannot be ascribed to anyone who does
not treat all people equally and give each one his due even if he does not receive his

.own due
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Seemingly, any unjust act in social relations initially arises from one’s preferring
oneself to others and giving one’s own right precedence over the rights of others. This
trend then develops to include preferring certain individuals to others and giving the
rights of a certain group precedence over the rights of the public. Justice will be

established among all people when each person gives all others their

p: 81

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:334, H. 22 [- 1 - ] 1
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.due even if it is against oneself

:Imam Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

فُاصَْنإِ لِامَعْلأَا  دُِّیسَ 

یلَعَ اللهِا  رُکْذِوَ  اللهِا  یِف  خِلأَا  هُاسَاوَُموَ  کَسِْفَن  نِْم  سِاَّنلا 

.لٍاحَ ِّلکُ 

Three acts

are the masters of all deeds: (1) to treat people fairly even if it is against

oneself, (2) to be cordial with your brothers in faith, and (3) to praise

(Almighty Allah in all circumstances.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نْمَ

کَِلذَفَ هِسِْفَن  نِْم  سَاَّنلا  فَصَْنأَوَ  هِِلامَ  نِْم  رَیقِفَْلا  یسَاوَ 

.اًقّحَ نُِمؤْمُْلا 

He who financially

comforts the poor from his wealth and gives people their dues, even if it be against

(his own interests, is a true and faithful believer.(2

:Abu-`Ubaydah al-Hadhdha' has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

لاَأَ

سِاَّنلا فُاصَْنإِ  هِقِْلخَ ؟ یلَعَ  اللهُا  ضَرَتَْفا  امَ  َّدشَأَِب  كَرُِبخْأُ 

رُکْذِوَ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یِف  نِاوَخْلإِا  هُاسَاوَُموَ  مْهِسِفُْنأَ  نِْم 
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لَمِعَ هٌعَاطَ  هَُل  تْضَرَعَ  نْإِفَ  لٍاحَ ، ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا 

.اهَکَرَتَ هٌیَصِْعمَ  هَُل  تْضَرَعَ  نْإِوَ  اهَِب 

May I tell you about

the most difficult duty that Almighty Allah has imposed on His creatures? It

is to give others their rights against oneself, to equate brethren-in-faith

with oneself, to praise Almighty Allah under all conditions, to perform any

act of obedience to Almighty Allah whenever it is encountered, and to avoid

(any act of disobedience to Him whenever encountered.(3

p: 82

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:225, S. 34, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:225, S. 34, H. 5 [- 2 - ] 2
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The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) instructed their followers strongly to love for their brethren-in-
.faith whatever they loved for themselves

This instruction can be evidently seen in Imam `Ali’s instructive letter to his son,
:Imam Hasan (‘a), in which he said

ُّبحُِت امَ  كَرِْیغَِل  بِْبحْأَفَ 

.اهََل هُرَکْتَ  امَ  هَُل  هْرَکْاوَ  کَسِْفنَِل 

Love for the others

whatever you love for yourself and hate for them whatever you hate for

(yourself.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) also said

یَلإِ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  یحَوْأَ 

هٌدَحِاوَ تٍامَِلکَ : عَِبرْأَ  یِف  مَلاَکَْلا  کََل  عُمَجْأَسَ  یِّنإِ  مَدَآ :

هٌدَحِاوَوَ کَنَْیَبوَ ، یِنْیَب  امَ  یفَ  هٌدَحِاوَوَ  کََل ، هٌدَحِاوَوَ  یِل ،

یِندُُبْعتَفَ لاَ یِل  یِتَّلا  اَّمأَ  سِاَّنلا … نَْیَبوَ  کَنَْیَب  امَ  یِف 

جَوَحْأَ کَِلمَعَِب  کَیزِجْأَفَ  کََل  یِتَّلا  اَّمأَوَ  .اًئْیشَ  یِب  كُرِشُْت 

کَْیلَعَفَ کَنَْیَبوَ  یِنْیَب  یِتَّلا  اَّمأَوَ  .هِْیَلإِ  نُوکُتَ  امَ 

سِاَّنلا نَْیَبوَ  کَنَْیَب  یِتَّلا  اَّمأَوَ  .هَُباجَلإِا  َّیلَعَوَ  ءُاعَُّدلا 

هُرَکْتَ امَ  مْهَُل  هُرَکْتَوَ  کَسِْفنَِل  یضَرْتَ  امَ  سِاَّنلِل  یضَرْتَفَ 

.کَسِْفنَِل

Almighty Allah, through

revelation, addressed to Adam the following: I will summarize the whole
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,wording for you in the following four statements…one statement is about Me

the other about you, the third about what is between you and Me, and the

fourth is about what is between you and the people…The word that is for Me is

that you must worship me without setting any partner with Me. The word that

is for you is that I reward you for your deeds when you are in the most

urgent need for that reward. The word that pertains to what is between you

and Me is that you pray to Me and I respond to you. The word that pertains to

what is between you and the people is that you accept for them whatever you

(accept for yourself and hate for them whatever you hate for yourself.(2

p: 83

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Letter No. 31 [- 2 - ] 1
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:146, H. 13 [- 3 - ] 2
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Nobility of Character and Indulgence

The fourth rule according to the instructions of the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
is showing nobility of character, kindness and leniency while interacting with people.

.This is the ethical basis of openness in social relations

It is necessary to understand that the ethical tenor of social relations consists of love
and affection. It is not an empty, formal relation or a mechanism that is based on
mutual benefits and interests; rather, it is an emotional and sentimental tie because
social relations cannot attain perfection through common or personal interests but

.through mutual love and affection

Undoubtedly, good manners, showing affection to others, courtesy, and forbearance
in dealing with people are expressions of this love and indicate the first important step
on this path, remove all barriers and negative impacts that stand against love, and

.symbolize love at the time that its constituents and elements attain perfection

Traditions corroborating this tenor and its outcomes have been reported from the
(: Holy Prophet (S

Shaykh al-Kulayni, through an authentic chain of authority, has quoted Imam al-Baqir
:(‘a) as relating the following

A Bedouin from the Banu-Tamim tribe came to the Holy Prophet (S) and asked for an
:advice. The Holy Prophet (S) answered

p: 85
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سِاَّنلا یَلإِ  بَّْبحَتَ 

.كَوُّبحُِی

Try to endear yourself to

(people and they will certainly love you.(1

The author of Wasa'il al-Shi`ah has dedicated two sections, in the chapter on laws of
association with people, to good manners and forbearance. In these sections, he has
recorded numerous traditions confirming this fact and relating the perfection of faith
to love and endearing oneself to others(2) because it has also been reported that true
faith and religion are in reality love. Let us now cite a number of validly reported

.traditions that confirm these facts

:Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا لَمَکْأَ  َّنإِ 

.اًقُلخُ مْهُُنسَحْأَ  اًنامَیإِ 

Certainly, the most

(faithful of the believers have the best manners.(3

:Imam Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

ثُیمُِی نَسَحَْلا  قَُلخُْلا  َّنإِ 

.دَیِلجَْلا سُمَّْشلا  ثُیمُِت  امَکَ  هَئَیطِخَْلا 

Verily, good conduct dissolves

(sins in the same way that sunlight dissolves snow.(4

:He (‘a) is also reported as saying

p: 86
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.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:433, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
Refer to al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:503-539, Chapter: Etiquettes of [- 2 - ] 2
Association with People (Ahkam al-`Ishrah), S. 104, 121. In addition, sections 29 and 30
are also full of other traditions demonstrating the importance of endearing oneself to

.others and associating with them with forbearance
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:503, S. 104, H. 1 [- 3 - ] 3
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:504, S. 104, H. 6 [- 4 - ] 4
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قُِلخُْلا نَسْحُ  َّنإِ 

.مِِئاقَْلا مِِئاَّصلا  هَجَرَدَ  هِِبحِاصَِب  غُُلْبیَ 

Good manners promote to the rank of those who persistently

(observe fasting and spend their nights in acts of worship.(1

:He (‘a) is also reported as saying

لاًْقعَ سِاَّنلا  لُمَکْأَ 

.اًقُلخُ مْهُُنسَحْأَ 

The wisest

(of all people are those with the best manners.(2

:He (‘a) is also reported as saying

اللهَا َّنإِ 

نِسْحُ یلَعَ  بِاوََّثلا  نَِم  دَْبعَْلا  یطِْعُیَل  یَلاعَتَوَ  كَرَابَتَ 

هِْیلَعَ ودُْغیَ  اللهِا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  دَهِاجَمُْلا  یطِْعُی  امَکَ  قُِلخُْلا 

.حُورُیَوَ

,Verily

Almighty Allah grants his servants a reward for good conduct equal to the

(reward of one who is frequently engaged in jihad in the way of Allah.(3

:He (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

هِارَادَمُِب یِّبرَ  یِنرَمَأَ 

.ضِِئارَفَْلاِب یِنرَمَأَ  امَکَ  سِاَّنلا 
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Just as my Lord ordered me

to persevere in obligatory (religious) duties, so also He ordered me to observe

(forbearance.(4

:He (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

فُصِْن سِاَّنلا  هُارَادَُم 

.شِْیعَْلا فُصِْن  مْهِِب  قُْفِّرلاوَ  نِامَیلإِا 

Treating people with moderation

is half of one’s faith, and to be lenient towards them is half of one’s

(sustenance.(5

p: 87
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Sufyan ibn `Uyaynah reported that he once asked al-Zuhri whether he had met `Ali
ibn al-Husayn (Zayn al-`Abidin) (‘a). Al-Zuhri answered, “Yes, I have met him. I have
never met a person more virtuous than he is. By Allah, I have never known that he

.” had a friend in secret or an enemy in public

?” Sufyan asked, “How was that

Al-Zuhri answered, “Because all those who loved him envied him out of their abundant
knowledge of his outstanding merits, and all those who hated him used to treat him

(with tolerance because he treated them with even more tolerance.”(1

Fuzayl ibn Yasar reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) whether to love and hate
:for Allah’s sake is part of faith. The Imam (‘a) answered

ُّبحُْلا َّلاإ  نُامَیلإا  لِهَوَ 

؟ ضُْغُبلاوَ

Is true faith anything

?other than such love and hate

:Then the Imam (‘a) said the following Qur'anic verse to confirm his words

مُکُْیَلإِ هََّرکَوَ  مْکُِبوُـلُق  یِف  هُنََّیزَوَ  نَامـَیإِْلا  مُکُْیَلإِ  بََّبحَ  هََّللا  َّنکَِلوَ  مُّْتِنعََل  رِْمأَْـلا  نَِم  رٍیِثکـَ  یِف  مْکُعُیطُِی  وَْـل  هَِّللا  لَوسـُرَ  مْکُیِف  َّنأَ  اومـُلَعْاوَ 
نَودُشِاَّرلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوأُ  نَایَصْعِْلاوَ  قَوسُفُْلاوَ  رَْفکُْلا 

Allah has endeared…

the faith to you and has made it seemly in your hearts, and He has made

hateful to you unbelief and transgression and disobedience; these it is that

(are the followers of a right way. (49:7)”(2
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Safwan al-Jammal reported on the authority of Abu-`Ubaydah Ziyad al-Hadhdha'
:that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said to him

؟ ُّبحُْلا َّلاإِ  نُیِّدلا  لِهَوَ  کَحَْیوَ ! دُایَزِ  ایَ 

وَأَ مٌیحِرَ ؟}  رٌوفُغَ  هَُّللاوَ  مْکَُبوُنذُ  مْکَُل  رْفِْغیَوَ  هَُّللا  مُکُْبِبحُْی  یِنوعُِبَّتافَ  هََّللا  نَوُّبحُِت  مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  لُْق  : } اللهِا لَوْقَ  يرَتَ  لاَأَ 

: لَاقَوَ مْکُِبوُلُق ؟} یِف  هُنََّیزَوَ  نَامَیإِْلا  مُکُْیَلإِ  بََّبحَ  هََّللا  َّنکَِلوَ  : } هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٍَّمحَمُِل  اللهِا  لَوْقَ  يرَتَ  لاَ 

نُیِّدلا مْهِْیَلإِ } رَجَاهَ  نْمَ  نَوُّبحُِی  }

.نُیِّدلا وَهُ  ُّبحُْلاوَ  ُّبحُْلا ، وَهُ 

O Ziyad, is religiousness anything other than love? Consider Almighty

,Allah’s saying (in the Holy Qur'an), “Say: If you love Allah, then follow me

,Allah will love you and forgive you your faults, and Allah is Forgiving

Merciful. (3:31)” Consider Almighty Allah’s saying to Muhammad (S), “Allah

(” has endeared the faith to you and has made it seemly in your hearts. (49:7

He has also said, “They love those who have fled to them. (59:9)” Thus, the

(religion is love and love is religion.(1

Although love, mentioned in these traditions, stands for love for Almighty Allah, surely
to love Muslims and faithful believers for His sake has to be a class of faith because
such love stems from love for Almighty Allah and for His sake, as maintained by other

.traditions

:Sallam ibn al-Mustanir has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

نِْم اللهِا  یِف  نِِمؤْمُْلا  ُّدوِ 

یِف ضَغَْبأَوَ  اللهِا  یِف  َّبحَأَ  نْمَوَ  لاَأَ  .نِامَیلإا  بِعَشُ  مِظَعْأَ 
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.اللهِا ءِایَفِصْأَ  نِْم  وَهُفَ  اللهِا  یِف  عَنَمَوَ  اللهِا  یِف  یطَعْأَوَ  اللهِا 

When a believer loves

others) for the sake of Almighty Allah, this becomes one of the greatest)

parts of faith. Verily, he who loves, hates, gives, and withholds for the

(sake of Almighty Allah is one of His elite servants.(2

p: 89
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نِامَیلإِا يرَعُ  قَِثوْأَ  نِْم 

، اللهِا یِف  یَطِْعُتوَ  اللهِا ، یِف  ضَغِْبُتوَ  اللهِا ، یِف  َّبحُِت  نْأَ 

.اللهِا یِف  عَنَمْتَوَ 

One of the firmest handles

of faith is to love, hate, give, and withhold exclusively for the sake of

(Almighty Allah.(1

p: 90
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Charity and Taking the Lead in Charitable Behavior

Point

The fifth rule in the Islamic conception of social relations is to be charitable towards
:others. This act can be classified into two types

Charitable Behavior towards all People

The first type of charity is to behave charitably towards all people without taking into
consideration whether a tie between the source and the target exists or not.
Examples of this type of charity are public deeds of charitable people such as paving
roads, digging wells, building guesthouses, endowing property for public purposes,
feeding the hungry, helping the poor and the needy, building vocational institutes, and
establishing educational, health, and cultural centers. Similar activities of charity,
which demonstrate interest in the general affairs of Muslims can be described as

(. deeds that are fisabilillah (i.e. in the way of Allah

Such deeds, urged by Islam, are the most favorable and genuine form of charity,
since they bring about a great reward and compensation and contribute to the
perfection of individuals and communities. They are charitable acts that have no
direct connection with social relations, although they have a broad-ranging effect on

.social relations

Charitable Behavior in Social Relations

The second type of charity is direct charitable behavior towards certain individuals or
Muslims in general. This type of charity represents the basic pillar that helps perfect
social relations. It also presents love and affection as being the actual purpose behind

.building good social relations

p: 91

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1199 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


It is the most powerful and effective means of gaining affection and love, evading
social problems, and diminishing negative reactions in social relations. Finally, it is an
image of the high moral standard of man. All these features are visible in traditions

.that stress the significance of doing good towards others

:For instance, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نْمَ یَلإِ  فَورُْعمَْلا  عِنَصْإِ 

وَهُ نْکُیَ  مَْل  نْإِفَ  هِِلهْأَ ، نِْم  سَْیَل  نْمَ  یَلإِوَ  هُُلهْأَ  وَهُ 

.هِِلهْأَ نِْم  تَْنأَ  نْکُفَ  هُلَهْأَ 

Do favor to those who

deserve it and those who do not, because if they do not deserve it, you are

(worthy of doing it.(1

:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

یَلإِ فَورُْعمَْلا  اوعُنَصْإِ 

.هُُلهْأَ تَْنأَفَ  َّلاإِوَ  هُلَهْأَ  نَاکَ  نْإِفَ  دٍحَأَ ، ِّلکُ 

Do favors to everybody. Even

(if they do not deserve them, you are worthy of doing them.(2

Doing Good to Oneself

In order to maintain equilibrium in this respect, Islam has rendered doing good to
:others as doing good to oneself. Hence, Almighty Allah says

اهَلَفَ مُْتأْسَأَ  نْإِوَ  مْکُسِفُْنأَِل  مُْتْنسَحْأَ  مُْتْنسَحْأَ  نْإِ 

If you do good, you will
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do good for your own souls, and if you do evil, it shall be for your own souls

(also. (17:7

In view of this, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) did not only instruct their followers to do good and
behave charitably. They asked their followers to precede all others in charity in

p: 92
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such a way that the principle of conceding one’s right and treating others kindly would
become one of the social duties incumbent on true Muslims, as it raises one towards

.self-perfection and, at the same time, contributes to social perfection

:In this respect, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

تَْعطَتَسْا نِإِفَ  تَطَْلاخَ  نْمَ 

.لْعَْفافَ مْهِْیلَعَ  ایَْلعُْلا  كَدُیَ  نَوکُتَ  نْأَ 

If you can take the lead

(among those with whom you associate, then do it.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported as saying

: َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  لِوْقَ  یِف 

سَِلجْمَْلا عُسِوُی  نَاکَ  لَاقَ : نَیِنسِحْمُْلا ) نَِم  كَارََن  اَّنإِ  )

.فَیعَِّضلا نُیعُِیوَ  جِاتَحْمُْلِل  ضُرِْقتَسْیَوَ 

,Regarding the holy verse

Surely, we see you to be of the doers of good. (12:36)” He (i.e. Prophet“

Joseph (‘a)) was described thus because he used to make room in his

assemblies for those who had just joined them, borrow money to give to the

(needy, and help the weak.(2

p: 93
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Good Example and Unique Behavior

The sixth rule of social relations is to be perfect examples of social behavior. This
basic pillar builds excellent social relations and leads people to perfection. It is,

(moreover, the best means of teaching others ethical behavior. (1

The Holy Imams (‘a) ordered their followers to commit to this principle and play a vital
.role in persuading Muslims to emulate them

Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported, through an authentic chain of authority, that Safwan
ibn Yahya reported Abu-Usamah Zayd al-Shahham as saying that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)

:said to him

هَُّنأَ يرَتَ  نْمَ  یلَعَ  ْأرَْقإ 

يوَْقتَِب مْکُیصِوأُوَ  مَلاََّسلا ، یِلوْقَِب  ذُخُأْیَوَ  مْهُْنِم  یِنعُیطُِی 

قَدْصِوَ دَاهَِتجْلااوَ اللهِ ، مْکُِنیدِ ، یِف  عَرَوَْلاوَ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهِا 

.رِاوَجِْلا نَسْحُوَ  دِوجُُّسلا ، لَوطُوَ  هَِنامَلأَا ، ءَادَأَوَ  ثِیدِحَْلا ،

نَاکَ مََّلسَوَ ؛ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٌَّمحَُم  ءَاجَ  اذَهَِبفَ 

اودُهَشْاوَ مْکُرَِئاشَعَ ، اوُلصِ  .طِیخِمَْلاوَ  طِْیخَْلا  ءِادَأَِب  رُُمأْیَ 

لَجَُّرلا َّنإفَ  مْهُقَوقُحُ ؛ اوُّدأَوَ  مْهُاضَرْمَ ، اودُوعُوَ  مْهُزَِئانَجَ ،

هََنامَلأَا يَّدأَوَ  ثَیدِحَْلا  قَدَصَوَ  هِِنیدِ  یِف  عَرِوَ  اذَإ  مْکُْنِم 

کَِلذَ یِنُّرسُیَفَ  ٌّيرِفَْعجَ ، اذَهَ  لَیِق  سِاَّنلا  عَمَ  هُقَُلخُ  نََّسحَوَ 

اللهِاوَ .رٍفَْعجَ  بُدَأَ  اذَهَ  لَیِقوَ  رَورُُّسلا ، هُْنِم  َّیلَعَ  لُخُدْیَوَ 

یِف نُوکُیَ  نَاکَ  لَجَُّرلا  َّنأَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  یِبأَ  یِنَثَّدحََل 

، اهَنَْیزَ نُوکُیَفَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ  هِعَیشِ  نِْم  هِلَیِبقَلا 

، ثِیدِحَْلِل مْهُقَدَصْأَوَ  قِوقُحُْلِل ، مْهُاضَْقأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَِل ، مْهُادَآ 
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: لُوقُتَفَ هُْنعَ  هُرَیشِعَْلا  لُأَسُْت  مْهُعُِئادَوَوَ ، مْهُایَاصَوَ  هِْیَلإ 

.ثِیدِحَْلِل انَُقدَصْأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَِل  اَنادَآ  هَُّنإ  نٍلاُف ؟ لُْثِم  نْمَ 

Deliver my greetings to

every one whom you consider to be obeying me and following my orders. (Say to

them): I advise you to fear Almighty Allah, to act piously with regard to the

affairs of your religion, to work painstakingly for the sake of Almighty

Allah, to be honest in speech, to fulfill the trusts entrusted with you, to make

.prolonged prostration before Almighty Allah, and to observe good neighborliness

Verily, these are the traits with which Prophet Muhammad (S) came. You should

give back things with which you were entrusted to their owners, be the owners

righteous or dissolute. The Messenger of Allah (S) used to order his

.followers to fulfill their trusts even if they were only a thread and needle

Build good relationships with your clans, present yourselves at their funeral

processions, visit the sick among them, and carry out your duties towards

them. Verily, if one of you shows piety in his religious affairs, speaks

nothing but the truth, and behaves politely towards the people, they will

refer to him as belonging to Ja`far and they will say that this is the way

Ja`far educates his followers. This thing will please me and fill me with

,delight. If one does the opposite, it is I who will be defamed and offended

since the people will then say that Ja`far has trained his followers in this
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manner. I swear by Allah that my father (‘a) told me that a (true) Shi`ite in

a clan would be the best of its individuals, the most trustworthy, the most

observant of their rights, and the most honest. The other individuals of that

clan would always keep their wills and

trusts with him.1 When they

,would be asked about him, they would answer that he was unmatched among them

(since he was the most trustworthy and the most honest.(2

p: 94

In an independent thesis, I have discussed the topic of excellent example and [- 1 - ] 1
its psychological and spiritual impacts, as well as its constructive role in societies. I
hope I would be able to publish it in an independent book. Besides, in this series of
books, I have discussed the topic of excellent example on a number of occasions,
especially in the chapters on goals and particularities, and spiritual and moral

.contents of building a virtuous community. It is therefore pointless to repeat
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Kathir ibn `Alqamah has reported that he once asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) for advice.
:The Imam thus (‘a) said

کَیصِوأُ

ءِادَأَوَ دِوجُُّسلا  لِوطُوَ  هِدَابَعِْلاوَ  عِرَوَْلاوَ  اللهِا  يوَْقتَِب 

اَنءَاجَ اذَهَِبفَ  .رِاوَجِْلا  نِسْحُوَ  ثِیدِحَْلا  قِدْصِوَ  هَِنامَلأَا 

اودُوعُوَ مْکُرِِئاشَعَ  یِف  اوُلصِ  .هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٌَّمحَُم ،

اوُنوکُتَ لاَوَ  اًنْیزَ  انََل  اوُنوکُوَ  مْکُزَِئانَجَ ، اودُهَشْاوَ  مْکُاضَرْمَ 

، مْهِْیَلإِ اَنوضُِّغبَُت  لاَوَ  سِاَّنلا  یَلإِ  اَنوُبِّبحَ  .اًنْیشَ  انَْیلَعَ 

.ٍّرشَ َّلکُ  اَّنعَ  اوعُفَدْاوَ  هٍَّدوَمَ  َّلکُ  انَْیَلإِ  اوُّرجُفَ 

I command you to fear Allah, relinquish prohibited acts, stick to

devotional acts, prostrate yourself as long as you can, fulfill trusts, tell only

truths, and treat your neighbor kindly. This is exactly what has been brought

to us by Muhammad—peace be upon him and his Household. Build up good

relations with the members of your tribes. Visit the sick among them. Attend

their funeral ceremonies. Represent us excellently (before others) and do not

create a bad opinion of us. Draw people to fondness towards us and avert from

(us every evil…(1

:Abdullah ibn Abi-Ya`fur has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying`

سِاَّنلِل هًاعَدُ  اوُنوکُ 

دَاهَِتجْلإا مُکُْنِم  اوْرَیَِل  مْکُِتنَسِْلأ ، رِْیغَِب  رِْیخَْلاِب 
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.عَرَوَْلاوَ قَدِّْصلاوَ 

Act as heralds to goodness

among the masses by other means than your tongues (i.e. speech) so that they

(can become aware of your diligence, honesty, and piety.(2

p: 96

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:400, H. 8 [- 2 - ] 1
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:According to another narration of the same purport, the Imam (‘a) said

سِاَّنلِل هًاعَدُ  اوُنوکُ 

عَرَوَْلا مُکُْنِم  اوْرَیَِل  مْکُِتنَسِْلأ ، رِْیغَِب  رِْیخَْلاِب 

.هٌیَعِادَ کَِلذَ  َّنإِفَ  رَْیخَْلاوَ ، هَلاََّصلاوَ  دَاهَِتجْلإِاوَ 

Act as heralds to goodness

among the masses by other means than your tongues (i.e. speech) so that they

can become aware of your abstention (from violating Almighty Allah’s

prohibitions), diligence, prayers, and goodness. Verily, these things are

(heralds.(1

By means of these rules and foundations, the Islamic concept of social relations
reaches perfection. It is significant that the five aspects of social concept are based
on a number of well-built foundations whose elements and details will be cited in the
.coming section of this book: the superstructure of the social relations system of Islam

p: 97
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Part Two: The Superstructure Of Social Relations

Point

Prelude

Chapter One: Superstructure Of Various Aspects Social Relations

Point

Openness and Social Responsibility . 1

Reinforcement of Social Structure . 2

Contents of Social Relations . 3

Levels of Social Relations . 4

Special Treatment . 5
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Prelude

The superstructure of social relations denotes the details of the system of association
as tackled by books of traditions (i.e. hadith). This system is composed of a set of
obligatory laws on social etiquette and manners, deals with the various forms of
association with others, and presents the ideal and most accurate outline for building

.social relations

Islam has identified the aspects of this concept, outlined its foundations and rules and
(established (s

In the coming chapters, we will briefly discuss the details of this concept and the
relationship between these details and the two aspects of the Islamic concept of
social relations. The correlation between the rules of the concept and its features on
the one hand and the superstructure or details, on the other, will be made

.unmistakably clear

However, details and demonstration of the outlines and elements of this concept is
left for my independent book that is dedicated to the Islamic concept of social

(relations.(1

This section is composed of two chapters. The first chapter deals with the
.superstructure, which confirms and clarifies different aspects of social relations

The second chapter deals with the superstructure of the

p: 101

Basically, I have depended upon traditions quoted from al-Hurr al-`Amili’s [- 1 - ] 1
comprehensive and voluminous book of Wasa'il al-Shi`ah (in full, Tafsil Wasa'il al-
Shi`ah ila Tahsil Masa'il al-Shari`ah); Volume Eight: Kitab al-Hajj, Sections: Ahkam al-
`Ishrah (Laws of Association), as well as some other parts from Volume Eleven: Kitab

.al-Jihad, Sections: Jihad al-Nafs, al-Amr bi’l-Ma`ruf wa’l-Nahy `an al-Munkar
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.rules and foundations of the concept

.Discussion of details will follow the sequence adopted in the first section of this book
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Aspect of Openness

Additional Indications of Openness

With regard to openness in social relations, the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
.demonstrate this aspect

Traditions emphasize exchanging greetings, because salutation is often the key to ( 1)
.building good social relations with others

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a)
:as saying

ُّبحُِی َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

.مِلاََّسلا ءَاشَْفإِ 

Verily, Allah the Almighty

(and Majestic likes offering salutation.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مَِّلسَُت نْأَ  عِضُاوََّتلا  نَِم 

.تَیقَِل نْمَ  یلَعَ 

To greet everyone you meet

(is a sort of modesty.(2

:Instructing Imam `Ali (‘a), the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

ءُاشَْفإِ تٌارَاَّفکَ : ثٌلاََث 

.مٌایَِن سُاَّنلاوَ  لِْیَّللاِب  هُلاََّصلاوَ  مِاعََّطلا ، مُاعَطْإِوَ  مِلاََّسلا ،

Three characteristics make

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1215 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_103_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_103_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


amends for sins: (1) offering salutation, (2) feeding the needy, (3) offering

(prayers at night when others are asleep.(3

The Holy Imams (‘a) emphasized amity as a feature of true believers. In other ( 2)
words, a true believer must build

p: 103

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:438, S. 34, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:438, S. 34, H. 4 [- 2 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:439, S. 34, H. 5 [- 3 - ] 3
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good relations with all people and endear himself to them so that he is a well-liked
person. Naturally, such amity is achievable only through wide-ranging relations and

.associations with others

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

مْکُُنسَحْأَ مْکُُلضَْفأَ 

، نَوفَُلؤُْیوَ نَوفَُلأْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  اًفانَکْأَ ، نَوأَُّطوَمُْلا  اًقلاَخْأَ ،

.مْهُُلاحَرِ أُطَوُتوَ 

The best of you are those

(with the best manners, whose ‘sides are generously prepared’,(1

who have close relationships with people and people have close relationships

(with them, and whose carpets are always trodden.(2

Traditions have emphasized the forbidding of alienation and rupture of relations ( 3)
between Muslims. Islam believes it is necessary to keep the door wide open in social
relations even if one party is unhappy. Things forbidden in Islam have grave

.consequences

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

.هِرَجَاهَمُْلا یِف  رِْیخَ  لاَ 

There is no good in breaking

(away (from others).(3

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported as saying

امَ

یِف امَهُْنِم  تُْئرَِبوَ  َّلاإِ  ثٍلاََث  قَوْفَ  ارَجَتَهْا  نِْینَِمؤُْم  نِْم 
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.هِثَِلاَّثلا

I will definitely disavow

.any pair of believers who forsake each other for more than three days

p: 104

.This is an Arab proverb indicating lenience, generosity, and hospitality [- 1 - ] 1
Carpets of those who have good relations with others are usually trodden; i.e. [- 2 - ] 2
they are frequently visited by people. See Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:102. The

.tradition is also recorded in al-Hurr al-`Amili’s Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:510, S. 105, H. 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:584, S. 144, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 3
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He was asked, “The wronging party deserves this, but why does this include the
?” wronged party, too

:The Imam (‘a) answered

رُیصِیَ مِوُلظْمَْلا لاَ  لُاَب  امَ 

؟ احَِلطَصْیَ یَّتحَ  .مُِلاَّظلا > اَنأَ  : > لُوقُیَفَ مِِلاَّظلا  یَلإِ 

Why did the wronged party

not go to the wronging party and claim that he was the wronging party so that

(they would make peace?(1

Al-Qasim ibn al-Rabi` has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), in his instruction
:to al-Mufazzal, saying

یلَعَ نِلاَجُرَ  قُرِتَْفیَ  لاَ 

، هَنَْعَّللاوَ هَءَارَبَْلا  امَهُدُحَأَ  بَجَوْتَسْا  َّلاإِ  نِارَجْهِْلا 

.امَهُلاَکِ کَِلذَ  َّقحَتَسْا  امََّبرُوَ 

Whenever two men leave one

,another and become estranged, one of them must be worth disavowal and curse

.and sometimes both parties are worthy of it

Mu`attab said, “May Allah make me your sacrifice. One may curse the wronging
?” party, but why is the wronged party then cursed, too

:The Imam (`a) answered

هُاخَأَ وعُدْیَ  هَُّنلأَِ لاَ 

یِبأَ تُْعمِسَ  .هِِملاَکَ  نِْم  هَُل  سُمَاغَتَیَ  لاَوَ  هِِتلَصِ ، یَلإِ 
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امَهُدُحَأَ َّزاعَفَ  نِانَْثا  عَزَانَتَ  اذَإِ  لُوقُیَ : مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 

: هِِبحِاصَِل لَوقُیَ  یَّتحَ  هِِبحِاصَ  یَلإِ  مُوُلظْمَْلا  عِجِرْیَْلفَ  رُخَلآا 

هُنَْیَب نُارَجْهِْلا  عَطَْقیَ  یَّتحَ  .مُِلاَّظلا > اَنأَ  یخِأَ ، يْأَ  >

ذُخُأْیَ لٌدْعَ  مٌکَحَ  یَلاعَتَوَ  كَرَابَتَ  اللهَا  َّنإِفَ  هِِبحِاصَ ، نَْیَبوَ 

.مِِلاَّظلا نَِم  مِوُلظْمَْلِل 

The wronged party may also

be cursed because he does not call the other party to reconcile…I heard my

father saying, “If two (of our Shi`ah) disagree with each other and one of

them prevails over the other, the wronged party should come to the other and

.confess that he was wrong, so that their disagreement will come to an end

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, is surely a fair Judge and will certainly judge

(for the benefit of the wronged party.”(2
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Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has also reported on the authority of his father that the Holy
:Prophet (S) said

ارَجَاهَتَ نِْیمَِلسُْم  امَُّیأَ 

نَِم نِْیجَرِاخَ  اَناکَ  َّلاإِ  نِاحَِلطَصْیَ  اًثلاََث لاَ  اثَکَمَفَ 

یَلإِ قَبَسَ  امَهُُّیأَفَ  هٌیَلاَوِ ، امَهُنَْیَب  نْکُیَ  مَْلوَ  مِلاَسْلإِا ،

.بِاسَحِْلا مَوْیَ  هَِّنجَْلا  یَلإِ  قَِباَّسلا  نَاکَ  هِیخِأَ  مِلاَکَ 

Verily, any two Muslims that

become estranged and refrain from reconciliation within three days will have

certainly abandoned the religion of Islam, and their brotherhood-in-faith

will be canceled. Hence, the party who precedes the other in making peace

(will also precede the other in entering Paradise.(1

Traditions have also highlighted the necessity of accepting the apologies of others. ( 5)
Hence, a true believer must accept the apology of those who had caused him pain.
This trait reflects the significance of maintaining good social relations, blocking the
door in the face of all sorts of rupture of relations, and eradicating the traces of the

.causes and effects of such dispute

Exceptions

Point

Islam has determined a set of exceptions in this field so that this concept is complete

.and the significance of openness emphasized

In our discussion of the fourth aspect of the Islamic concept

p: 106
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of social relations, we referred to some of these exceptions under general social
relations. Hereinafter, we will refer to these exceptions generally by summing them in

:the following four points

Avoidance of situations that cause one to lose one’s reputation ( 1)

Relations with people with bad reputations and suspicion must be avoided, because
they injure the reputations of the person who wants to build relations with them.

:Examples of such relations are the following

A. Relationships that bring accusations of sinful behavior or committing of illegal
deeds, such as associations with certain women—and even certain men and children,
are the first example. The same is applicable to associations with certain rich and
luxury-loving people. Accusations can arise from the origin, form, or nature of these

.relations. Some traditions forbid such associations

For instance, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the
:Holy Prophet (S) said

تُیمُِت مْهُُتسََلاجَُم  هٌَثلاََث 

، ءِاسَِّنلا عَمَ  ثُیدِحَْلاوَ  لِاذَْنلأَا ، عَمَ  سُوُلجُْلا  بَْلقَْلا :

.ءِایَِنغْلأَا عَمَ  سُوُلجُْلاوَ 

Association with the

following three categories of people desensitizes hearts: (1) sitting

with dishonest or unscrupulous people, (2) talking to women, and (3) sitting

(with the rich.(1

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has also reported Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) as
:saying
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هُسَْفَن ضََّرعَ  نْمَ 

هَُّرسِ مَتَکَ  نْمَوَ  َّنَّظلا ، هِِب  ءَاسَأَ  نْمَ  َّنمَوُلیَ  لاَفَ  هِمَهُّْتلِل 

.هِدِیَ یِف  هُرَیَخِْلا  تَِناکَ 

Whoever

engages himself in situations of accusation should not blame those who have a

.bad idea about him

(Whoever conceals his secrets will have public decisions in his hand.(1

:Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

، بِْیَّرلا فَِقاوَمَ  اوقَُّتإِ 

سَْیَل هَُّنإِفَ  قِیرَِّطلا ، یِف  هِِّمأُ  عَمَ  مْکُدُحَأَ  َّنفِقِیَ  لاَوَ 

.اهَُفرِْعیَ دٍحَأَ  ُّلکُ 

Avoid situations that

,bring about ill reputation. Avoid stopping even with your mothers in public places

(because not everyone knows that this woman is your mother.(2

B. Another example is relations that arouse accusations of doctrinal, ideological, or
political deviation, such as accompanying, sitting with, studying under, and receiving

.from people who are heretical or aberrant. Some traditions warn against this

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

، عِدَِبْلا لَهْأَ  اوُبحَصْتَ  لاَ 

لَاقَوَ .مْهُْنِم  دٍحِاوَکَ  سِاَّنلا  دَْنعِ  اوُنوکُتَفَ  مْهُوسُِلاجَُت  لاَوَ 

نِیدِ یلَعَ  ءُرْمَْلا  مََّلسَوَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ 
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.هِِنیرِقَوَ هِِلیِلخَ 

Do not accompany heretics

.and do not participate in their sessions, lest people equate you with them

The Messenger of Allah (S) has said, “Man follows the religion of his friend

(and companion.”(3

p: 108

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:422, S. 19, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:423, S. 19, H. 5 [- 3 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:430, S. 27, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 3
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Keeping away from wicked associates ( 2)

It is advisable to keep away from wicked individuals known for corruptive behavior.
By accompanying such individuals, nothing is gained except harm and grievance.

.Besides, one is influenced by the company one keeps

Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy
:Prophet (S) as saying

اورُظُْنأُ

تُوْمَْلا هِِب  لُزِْنیَ  دٍحَأَ  نِْم  سَْیَل  هَُّنإِفَ  نَوُثدِاحَُت ، نْمَ 

اًرایَخِ اوُناکَ  نْإِفَ  اللهِا ، یَلإِ  هُُباحَصْأَ  هَُل  لَِّثُم  َّلاإِ 

تُومُیَ دٌحَأَ  سَْیَلوَ  اًرارَشِفَ ، اًرارَشِ  اوُناکَ  نْإِوَ  اًرایَخِفَ ،

.هِِتوْمَ دَْنعِ  هَُل  تُْلِّثمُُت  َّلاإِ 

.Inspect those with whom you exchange discourses

At the hour of death, Almighty Allah will display everyone’s companions before

him. If righteous was their companion, they will be shown righteousness, but

if evil was their companion, they will be shown evil. At the hour of everyone’s

(death, I will be shown to him, too.(1

:Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have said

: مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَ  یسَیعِ  لَاقَ 

نْمَ رْظُْنافَ  يدِرُْی ، ءِوُّسلا  نُیرِقَوَ  يدِْعُی ، ِّرَّشلا  بَحِاصَ  َّنإِ 

.نُرِاقَُت

(Jesus (‘a
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said: Truly, an evil companion infects and a wicked associate leads to

(perdition. So, inspect those whom you keep company with.(2

On the other hand, associations with such corrupt individuals may be acceptable
when the purpose is to guide them to the truth or to achieve a private legal interest

.that is intended for a worldly or religious benefit

Wicked associates mentioned in traditions by descriptions or qualities are the
:following

p: 109

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:411, S. 11, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:411, S. 11, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2
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A. Those morally deviated from the path of religion, such as corrupt (sinful) people,
.liars, those who break off family ties, stingy people, cowards, and foolish people

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported the following

نَاکَ

مِِلسْمُْلِل یغِبَْنیَ  لَاقَ : رَبَْنمِْلا  دَعِصَ  اذَإِ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  رُیِمأَ 

، قِمَحْلأَاوَ رِجِافَْلا ، نِجِامَْلا  هٍَثلاََث : هَاخَاؤَُم  بََّنجَتَیَ  نْأَ 

، هُلَْعِف کََل  نُِّیزَُیفَ  رُجِافَْلا  نُجِامَْلا  اَّمأَفَ  .بِاَّذکَْلاوَ 

کَِنیدِ رِْمأَ  یلَعَ  کَُنیعُِی  لاَوَ  هُلَْثِم ، نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  ُّبحُِیوَ 

هُجُرَخْمَوَ هُُلخَدْمَوَ  هٌوَسْقَوَ ، ءٌافَجَ  هُُتَبرَاقَُموَ  كَدِاعَمَوَ ،

، رٍْیخَِب کَْیلَعَ  رُیشُِی  هَُّنإِفَ لاَ  قُمَحْلأَا  اَّمأَوَ  .کَْیلَعَ  رٌاعَ 

امََّبرُوَ هُسَْفَن ، دَهَجْأَ  وَْلوَ  کَْنعَ  ءِوُّسلا  فِرْصَِل  یجَرُْی  لاَوَ 

هُُتوکُسُوَ هِِتایَحَ ، نِْم  رٌْیخَ  هُُتوْمَفَ  كََّرضَفَ ، کَتَعَفَْنمَ  دَارَأَ 

بُاَّذکَْلا اَّمأَوَ  .هِِبرُْق  نِْم  رٌْیخَ  هُدُْعُبوَ  هِقِطُْن ، نِْم  رٌْیخَ 

لُقِْنیَوَ کَثَیدِحَ  لُقِْنیَ  .شٌْیعَ  هُعَمَ  کَُئِنهُْی  هَُّنإِفَ لاَ 

يرَخْأُِب اهََّطمَ  هًَثودُحْأُ  ینَْفأَ  امََّلکُ  .ثَیدِحَْلا  کَْیَلإِ 

قُِّرفَُیوَ قَُّدصَُی ، امَفَ  قِدِّْصلاِب  ثُِّدحَُی  هَُّنإِ  یَّتحَ  اهَِلْثِم ،

.رِودُُّصلا یِف  مَِئاخََّسلا  تُِبْنُیفَ  هِوَادَعَْلاِب  سِاَّنلا  نَْیَب 

.مْکُسِفُْنلأَِ اورُظُْناوَ  اللهَا  اوقَُّتافَ 

Whenever

he ascended the minbar (to deliver a speech), Imam `Ali (‘a) would
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say, “A Muslim should avoid befriending three categories of people: the

sinful, the foolish, and the liars. The sinful shows you his evil acts as

good deeds, wants you to be like him, and does not assist you in the affairs

of your religion and your life to come. It is offensive and arduous to

befriend such an individual whose visit to you brings you dishonor. The

foolish can neither advise you nor save you from any problem even if he does

his best. Moreover, he may harm you although he intends to benefit you. His

death is better than his life, his silence is better than his words, and his

remoteness is better than his closeness. The liar deprives you of any pleasurable

association. He tells others of your conduct and relates the conduct of others

to you. Whenever he finishes telling one lie, he invents another so much so

that even his true statements seem untrue. He sows enmity between people to

(plant malice in their hearts. Fear Allah and consider your own good.(1

p: 110

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:416, S. 15, H. 1 [- 3 - ] 1
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B. The socially ignoble and lowly, mentally and culturally retarded, such as the insane,
.the idiot, the mean, the timorous, the vile, the uncivilized, and the illegitimate

:Ammar ibn Musa has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) advised him saying`

ُّبحُِت تَْنکُ  نْإِ  رُاَّمعَ ، ایَ 

حَُلصْتَوَ هُءَورُمُْلا ، کََل  لَمُکْتَوَ  هُمَْعِّنلا ، کََل  َّبِتتَسْتَ  نْأَ 

، كَرِْمأَ یِف  هَلَْفِّسلاوَ  دَیِبعَْلا  كِرِاشَُت  لاَفَ  هُشَیعِمَْلا  کََل 

، كَوُبذَکَ كَوُثَّدحَ  نْإِوَ  كَوُناخَ ، مْهُتَْنمَتَْئا  نِإِ  مْهَُّنإِفَ 

.كَوفُلَخْأَ كَودُعَوَ  نْإِوَ  كَوُلذَخَ ، تَْبکُِن  نْإِوَ 

O `Ammar, if you want graces to be poured on you constantly, manliness

to be perfected for you, and livelihood to be stable for you, you must not share

,your affairs with servants and the lowly. If you entrust them with anything

they will betray you; if they speak to you, they will lie to you; if you are

exposed to a misfortune, they will let you down; and if they promise you

.anything, they will fail to fulfill it

:Ammar ibn Musa has also reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying`

رِارَْبلأَِل رِارَْبلأَا  ُّبحُ 

هٌلَیضِفَ رِارَْبلأَِل  رِاَّجفُْلا  ُّبحُوَ  رِارَْبلأَِل ، بٌاوََث 

ضُْغُبوَ رِارَْبلأَِل ، نٌْیزَ  رِارَْبلأَِل  رِاَّجفُْلا  ضُْغُبوَ  رِارَْبلأَِل ،

.رِاَّجفُْلا یلَعَ  يٌزْخِ  رِاَّجفُْلِل  رِارَْبلأَا 

The love of the righteous
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for the righteous is a reward for the righteous. The love of the sinful for

the righteous is a merit for the righteous. The hatred of the sinful for the

righteous is adornment for the righteous. The hatred of the righteous for the

(sinful is disgrace for the sinful.(1

:The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

p: 111
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هٌسَمْخَ

نُوُنجْمَْلاوَ صُرَْبلأَاوَ  مُوذُجْمَْلا  لٍاحَ : ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  نَوُبنَتَجُْی 

.ُّیِبارَعْلأَاوَ یَنِّزلا  دُْلوِوَ 

The following five categories of people must be avoided

(under all circumstances: (1) the leprous, (2) the mycobacterial,(1

(the insane, (4) the illegitimately born, and (5) the uncivilized.(2 ( 3)

Keeping Away from Those of Forbidden Occupations ( 3)

Traditions have also warned against associating with people who work in forbidden
occupations and corrupt jobs and mock at religious laws and the manners of Islam,

:such as those mentioned in the following traditions

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported his fathers (‘a) as saying

: مْهِْیلَعَ مَُّلسَُی  هٌَّتسِ لاَ 

یلَعَوَ هِطِِئاغَ ، یلَعَ  لُجَُّرلاوَ  ُّیِنارَصَّْنلاوَ  ُّيدِوهُیَْلا 

، تِانَصَحْمُْلا فُذِْقیَ  يذَِّلا  رِعِاَّشلا  یلَعَوَ  رِمْخَْلا ، دِِئاوَمَ 

.تِاهََّملأُا ِّبسَِب  نَیهِِّکفَتَمُْلا  یلَعَوَ 

The following six

,categories of people must not be saluted: (1) the Jews, (2) the Nazerites

men while discharging excrement, (4) men sitting at tables where wine is ( 3)

served, (5) poets who traduce honorable women, and (6) those who mock the mothers

(of other people.(3

Seemingly, salutation in the previous tradition means the traditional salutation of
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Islam (i.e. salam). However, to salute these categories of people with other forms of
.greetings (such as good morning and the like) is permissible

p: 112

Mycobacterium: Gram-positive, aerobic, filament-forming bacteria of the genus [- 2 - ] 1
Mycobacterium, or the family Mycobacteriaceae, which include the agents of

(tuberculosis and leprosy. (Oxford Talking Dictionary
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:431, S. 28, H. 4 [- 3 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:432, S. 28, H. 5 [- 4 - ] 3
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Similarly, al-Asbagh ibn Nubatah has reported Imam `Ali the Commander of the
:Faithful (‘a) as saying

نْأَ یغِبَْنیَ  هٌَّتسِ لاَ 

دِرَّْنلا بُاحَصْأَوَ  يرَاصََّنلاوَ ، دُوهُیَْلا  مْهِْیلَعَ : مََّلسَُی 

، رِوُبْنَّطلاوَ طُِبرُْبْلاوَ  رِمْخَْلا  بُاحَصْأَوَ  جِْنرَطُّْشلاوَ ،

.ءُارَعَُّشلاوَ تِاهََّملأُا ، ِّبسَِب  نَوهُِّکفَتَمُْلاوَ 

The following six

(categories of people must not be saluted: (1) the Jews and the Nazerites, (2

(those playing backgammon and chess, (3) those addicted to intoxicants, (4

,those playing lutes and mandolins, (4) those who mock the mothers of others

(and (5) poets.(1

Apparently, poets mentioned in the previous traditions are intended to mean

exclusively those who traduce honorable women or violate the religious laws and
regulations, such as poets who praise tyrannical rulers and corrupt people. This

:exclusiveness is deduced from the Holy Qur'an that reads

اورُکَذَوَ تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّلإِ  نَوُلعَْفیَ  اَـل  امـَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  مْهَُّنأَوَ  نَومُیهِیَ  دٍاوَ  ِّلکـُ  یِف  مْهَُّنأَ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ  نَووُاغـَْلا  مُهُعُِبَّتیَ  ءُارَعَُّشلاوَ 
نَوُبِلقَْنیَ بٍلَقَْنُم  َّيأَ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  مُلَْعیَسَوَ  اومُِلظُ  امَ  دِْعَب  نِْم  اورُصَتَْناوَ  ارًیِثکَ  هََّللا 

As for poets, the erring

,people follow them. Have you not seen how they stray in every valley? And

how they say that which they do not do, save those who believe and do good

works, and remember Allah much, and vindicate themselves after they have been

wronged. Those who do wrong will come to know by what a great reverse they
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(will be overturned. (26:224-227

p: 113
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Keeping Away from Those Afflicted by Infectious Diseases ( 4)

Other traditions have warned against associating with those afflicted by infectious
diseases, as has been noticed in a previously mentioned narration as well as the

.following one

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), in the famous tradition of prohibitions (hadith al-manahi), is
:reported to has said

لُجَُّرلا مَِّلکَُی  نْأَ  هَرِکَوَ 

.عٍارَذِ رَدْقَ  هُنَْیَبوَ  هُنَْیَب  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  َّلاإِ  اًموذُجْمَ 

It is recommended for men

.to speak to a leprous individual from a distance of one arm between them

:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

كَرَارَفَ مِوذُجْمَْلا  نَِم  َّرُف 

.دِسَلأَا نَِم 

Flee from the leprous as you

(flee from a lion.(1

p: 114
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Reinforcing the Social Structure

Point

At the level of reinforcing the social structure, we will notice a number of principles
and methods, in addition to the previously cited ones, confirmed by Islam in general

:and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in particular. These principles are as follows

Holding Meetings

Seeing it as one of the most favorable methods of strengthening the construction of
the virtuous community, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) established organized meetings purposed
to discuss religious and worldly affairs, because such meetings produce numerous

beneficial consequences in the fields of religion, spirituality, and morality. These
meetings were regarded as motivation for drawing near to Almighty Allah and as a
form of invigorating the affairs of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in addition to being opportunities
to relax and beg for forgiveness for sins. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) expressed love for all

.such meetings and their wish to have personally participated in them

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

یِف َّنإِفَ  اورُوَازَتَ 

، انَِثیدِاحَلأَِ اًرکْذِوَ  مْکُِبوُلقُِل ، ءًایَحْإِ  مْکُِترَایَزِ 

اهَِب مُْتذْخَأَ  نْإِفَ  ضٍْعَب ، یلَعَ  مْکُضَْعَب  فُِّطعَُت  انَُثیدِاحَأَوَ 

، مُْتکْلَهَوَ مُْتْللَضَ  اهَومُُتکْرَتَ  نْإِوَ  مُْتوْجََنوَ ، مُْتدْشِرُ 

.مٌیعِزَ مْکُِتاجَنَِب  اَنأَوَ  اهَِب  اوذُخُفَ 

(I advise you to)

exchange visits, for such visits activate your hearts and make you mention

our discourses. Verily, our discourses lead you to sympathize with one
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another. If you apply them to yourselves, you will be guided to the truth and

you will be saved. However, if you abandon them, you will then be misled and

steered towards perdition. So, apply our discourses and I guarantee your

(deliverance. (1

p: 115

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:567, S. 23, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 1
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In addition to the account of Shaykh al-Kulayni, reporting Maysir as mentioned on
:page 46 there are other traditions, such as the following

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نَِم هٌَثلاََث  عَمَتَجْا  امَ 

، مْهُُلْثِم هِکَِئلاَمَْلا  نَِم  رَضَحَ  َّلاإِ  اًدعِاصَفَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا 

اوُعَدَ ٍّرشَ  نِْم  اوذُاعَتَسْا  نِإِوَ  اوُنَّمأَ ، رٍْیخَِب  اوْعَدَ  نْإِفَ 

اللهِا یَلإِ  اوعُفَشَ  هًجَاحَ  اوُلأَسَ  نْإِوَ  مْهُْنعَ ، هُفَرِصْیَِل  اللهَا 

.اهَءَاضَقَ هُوُلأَسَوَ 

Whenever three or more

faithful believers meet, angels of their same number are surely present with

them. When they (i.e. the believers) pray, the angels support their prayers; when

they seek Almighty Allah’s protection against an evil, the angels pray to Him

to ward off that evil from them; and when they beseech Him for a request, the

(angels intercede on their behalf and pray to Him to respond. (1

Mu`attab, Imam al-Sadiq’s manumitted slave, has reported that he heard his master

:saying to Dawud ibn Sarhan

َّیِلاوَمَ غِْلْبأَ  دُوُادَ ، ایَ 

عَمَ عَمَتَجْإ  اًدْبعَ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ  لُوُقأَ : یِّنإِوَ  مَلاََّسلا ، یِّنعَ 

رُفِْغتَسْیَ کٌلَمَ  امَهُثَِلاَث  َّنإِفَ  اَنرَْمأَ ، ارَکَاذَتَفَ  رَخَآ 

اللهُا یهَاَب  َّلاإِ  اَنرِکْذِ  یلَعَ  نِانَْثا  عَمَتَجْا  امَوَ  امَهَُل ،

اوُلغِتَشْافَ مُْتْعمَتَجْا  اذَإِفَ  هَکَِئلامَْلا ، امَهِِب  یَلاعَتَ 
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، اَنءَایَحْإِ مْکُِترَکَاذَُموَ  مْکُعِامَِتجْا  یِف  َّنإِفَ  رِکِّْذلاِب ،

.اَنرِکْذِ یَلإِ  اعَدَوَ  اَنرِْمأَِب  رَکَاذَ  نْمَ  اَندَْعَب  سِاَّنلا  رُْیخَوَ 

:O Dawud, convey my greetings to my adherents and tell them that I say

May Allah have mercy upon a servant (of Him) who meets with another servant

and talks about us. Verily, the third of them will be an angel imploring

,Almighty Allah to forgive them. Whenever two persons meet to mention us

Almighty Allah will certainly praise them before the angels. Hence, whenever

you meet, you must engage in mentioning us. Verily, your meetings and your

mention of our affairs revives our Leadership. The best of all people after

us are those who exchange views about our affairs and call others to mention

(us.(2

p: 116

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:568, S. 23, H. 7 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:568, S. 23, H. 10 [- 1 - ] 2
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:Khaythamah has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying to him

مَلاََّسلا انَیَِلاوَمَ  غِْلْبأَ 

یلَعَ مْهُُّیِنغَ  دَوعُیَ  نْأَوَ  مِیظِعَْلا ، اللهِا  يوَْقتَِب  مْهِصِوْأَوَ 

مْهُُّیحَ دَهَشْیَ  نْأَوَ  مْهِفِیعِضَ ، یلَعَ  مْهُُّیوِقَوَ  مْهِرِیقِفَ ،

ءِاقَِل یِف  َّنإِفَ  مْهِِتوُیُب ، یِف  اوْقَلاَتَیَ  نْأَوَ  مْهِِتِّیمَ ، هَزَانَجَ 

ایَحْأَ اًدْبعَ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ  .اَنرِْملأَِ  هًایَحَ  اًضْعَب  مْهِضِْعَب 

.اَنرَْمأَ

Convey my compliments to

my loyalists and advise them to show reverence to Almighty Allah: the rich

among them must help the poor, the powerful must help the weak, the living must

attend the funeral ceremonies of the dead, and they must assemble at their

homes, for such meetings keep our issue alive. May Allah have mercy upon a

(servant who keeps our Leadership alive.(1

Shu`ayb al-`Aqarqufi has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying to his
:companions

هًوَخْإِ اوُنوکُوَ  اللهَا  اوقَُّتإِ 

اورُوَازَتَ .نَیمِحِارَتَُم  نَیِلصِاوَتَُم  اللهِا ، یِف  نَیِّباحَتَُم  هًرَرََب 

.هُوُیحْأَوَ اَنرَْمأَ  اورُکَاذَتَوَ  اوْقَلاَتَوَ 

Be in awe of Almighty Allah and be devout brethren-in-faith who love

each other for the sake of Almighty Allah, meet each other constantly, and
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have mercy on one another. Always exchange visits, meet each other, mention

(our Leadership, and keep it alive.(2

p: 117

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:21, H. 6 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:21, H. 9 [- 2 - ] 2
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Sincerity in Dealing with Muslims

The Holy Imams (‘a) taught their followers to act sincerely towards Muslims, to
perform their duties towards them honestly, to advise them, to accept their advice,

.and to thank them when they inform them of their defects

This principle is undoubtedly one of the most effective courses in reinforcing relations
among individuals and firming up an unshakable foundation based on a sense of

.responsibility, mutual trust, and exchanging opinions to reach the truth

Moreover, these principles must be applied according to the principle of wisdom and
(fair exhortation.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

یلَعَ نِِمؤْمُْلِل  بُجِیَ 

.هُحَصِانَُی نْأَ  نِِمؤْمُْلا 

Sincerity in treatment is a duty imposed upon a faithful believer

(towards other faithful believers.(2

:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

p: 118

Introducing the bases of promulgation, the Holy Qur'an reads, “Call unto the [- 1 - ] 1
way of your Lord with wisdom and fair exhortation, and reason with them in the
better way. Lo! Your Lord is Best Aware of him who strays from His way, and He is

(Best Aware of those who go aright. (16:125
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:594, S. 35, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
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یلَعَ نِِمؤْمُْلِل  بُجِیَ 

.بِیغِمَْلاوَ دِهَشْمَْلا  یِف  هَُل  هُحَیصَِّنلا  نِِمؤْمُْلا 

It is obligatory upon

every faithful believer to deal with the other faithful believers with

(sincerity, be they present or absent.(1

:The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

اللهِ هٌحَیصَِن … نُیِّدلا 

.نَیمِِلسْمُْلا هِعَامجَِلوَ  نِیِّدلا  هَِّمَئلأَِوَ  هِِلوسُرَِلوَ 

True religiousness is to

act sincerely…towards Almighty Allah, His Messenger, the leaders of the

(religion, and the community of Muslims.(2

:Abu’l-`Udays has reported that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) advised him saying

نْمَ عِْبَّتإِ  حُِلاصَ ، ایَ 

کََل وَهُوَ  کَکُحِضُْی  نْمَ  عِْبَّتتَ  لاَوَ  حٌصِاَن ، کََل  وَهُوَ  کَیکِْبُی 

.نَومُلَْعتَفَ اًعیمِجَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ  نَودُرِتَسَوَ  ٌّشاغَ ،

O Salih, follow him who

causes you to weep and acts towards you with sincerity, but do not follow him

who makes you laugh but is cheating you. When you all will be gathered by

(Allah, you will be made to know the truth.(3

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported as saying
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نْمَ َّیَلإِ  یِناوَخْإِ  ُّبحَأَ 

.یِبوُیعُ َّیَلإِ  يدَهْأَ 

The dearest of my friends

(to me is he who reveals my defects to me.(4

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported as saying

p: 119

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:549, S. 35, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:549, S. 35, H. 7 [- 1 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:413, S. 12, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 3

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:413, S. 12, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 4
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یَلإِ هُجَاحَْلا  هِِبوَ  هٍلَصْخِ  نْعَ  نُِمؤْمُْلا  یِنْغتَسْیَ  لاَ 

، هِسِْفَن نِْم  ظٍعِاوَوَ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهِا  نَِم  قٍیِفوْتَ  لٍاصَخِ : ثِلاََث 

.هُحُصَْنیَ نْمَ  لِوُبقَوَ 

A faithful

believer is not complete when in need of three characteristics: (1) Divine

(aid, (2) self-exhortation, and (3) acceptance of one who advises him.(1

Mutual compassion, sympathy, and visiting

The Holy Imams (‘a) ordered their followers to exchange feelings of compassion,
kindness, and closeness and to exchange visits, because the emotional and spiritual
aspects in building good social relations are the most important elements in

.strengthening and establishing a firm foundation for these relations

The virtuous community that included the companions of the Holy Prophet (S) are
:described in the Holy Qur'an as

مْهُنَْیَب ءُامَحَرُ  رِاَّفکُْلا  یلَعَ  ءُاَّدشِأَ 

harsh against the…

(unbelievers, compassionate among themselves. (48:29

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا یلَعَ  هٍَّلذِأَ 

humble towards the … 

(believers… (5:54

ضٍْعَب ءُایَِلوْأَ  مْهُضُْعَب  تُانَِمؤْمُْلاوَ  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلاوَ 

As for the believing men

(and the believing women, they are guardians of each other. (9:71
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An independent chapter has been dedicated to this principle in the book of Wasa'il al-
Shi`ah. Let us now refer to some traditions that demonstrate this principle, reference

.to which has been made on various occasions in the previous books of this series

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 120

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:413, S. 12, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 1
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هُُلذُخْیَ لاَوَ  هُمُِلظْیَ  لاَ  مِِلسْمُْلا ؛ وخُأَ  مُِلسْمُْلا 

لِصُاوََّتلا یِف  دُاهَِتجْلإا  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا  یلَعَ  ُّقحِیَوَ  .هُُنوخُیَ  لاَوَ 

فِطُاعَتَوَ هِجَاحَْلا  لِهْلأَِ  هُاسَاوَمُْلاوَ  فِطُاعََّتلا  یلَعَ  دُِقاعََّتلاوَ 

، َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  مُکُرَمَأَ  امَکَ  اوُنوکُتَ  یَّتحَ  ضٍْعَب  یلَعَ  مْهِضِْعَب 

مْهِرِْمأَ نِْم  مْکُْنعَ  بَاغَ  امَِل  نَیِّمتَْغُم  نَیمِحِارَتَُم  مْکُنَْیَب  ءَامَحَرُ 

یَّلصَ اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  دِهْعَ  یلَعَ  رِاصَْنلأَا  رُشَْعمَ  هِْیلَعَ  یضَمَ  امَ  یلَعَ 

.مََّلسَوَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

Muslims are brothers to

each other. They neither wrong, nor disappoint, nor betray each other. The

duties that are incumbent on Muslims towards each other are to exert effort

in communication, agree on mutual sympathy, treat the needy as they treat
,themselves

and empathize with one another. If you abide by this, you will be exactly as

Almighty Allah has ordered you to be; compassionate and merciful towards one
another

and feeling regretful when missing any opportunity to help your

brethren-in-faith, just like the conduct of the Ansar during the lifetime of

(the Messenger of Allah (S).(1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

فََّلأَ أًرَْما  اللهُا  مَحِرَ 

اوفَُلآتَ نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا ، رَشَْعمَ  ایَ  .انََل  نِْیَّیِلوَ  نَْیَب 
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.اوفُطَاعَتَوَ

May Allah have mercy upon

a person who reconciles two of our adherents. O group of believers, adopt

(manners of affinity with each other and have sympathy for each other.(2

Restoring Estranged Parties to Friendly Relations

Traditions reported from the Holy Imams (‘a) urge reconciliation and describe it as
even better than the performance of prayers and observance of fasting in

p: 121

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:542, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:542, S. 124, H. 5 [- 2 - ] 2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1250 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_121_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


general. Other traditions have underscored the significance and merits of conciliation,
showing its great contribution to solidifying and consolidating general social relations
among people and removing all barriers and differences that hinder concord and

.harmony in societies

In their books of practical laws, master jurisprudents have dedicated an independent
chapter to reconciliation (Kitab al-Sulh) in which they mention in detail the traditions

.and laws on this topic

According to a validly reported tradition, Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a)
:and Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) are reported to have said

نِْینَْثا نَْیَب  حَِلصْأُ  نْئََل 

.نِْیرَانَیدِِب قََّدصَتَأَ  نْأَ  نِْم  َّیَلإِ  ُّبحَأَ 

To make peace between two

estranged persons is more favorable to me than to give two (golden) Dinars as

(alms.(1

:Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is also reported to have said

اللهُا اهَُّبحُِی  هٌقَدَصَ 

اذَإِ مْهُنَْیَب  بٌرُاقَتَوَ  اودُسَافَتَ ، اذَإِ  سِاَّنلا  نَْیَب  حٌلاَصْإِ 

.اودُعَابَتَ

The alms that Almighty

Allah prefers is reconciling estranged parties and drawing close those who

(have been alienated from one another.(2

In his final instructive will to his two sons (Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn (‘a)), Imam

:`Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) said
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يدِْلوِ عَیمِجَوَ  امَکُیصِوأُ 

مْکُرِْمأَ مِظُْنوَ  اللهِا  يوَْقتَِب  یِباتَکِ  هُغَلََب  نْمَوَ  یِلهْأَوَ 

یَّلصَ اللهَا  لَوسُرَ  امَکَُّدجَ  تُْعمِسَ  یِّنإِفَ  مْکُِنْیَب ، تِاذَ  حِلاَصَوَ 

نِْم لُضَْفأَ  نِْیبَْلا  تِاذَ  حُلاَصَ  لُوقُیَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

.مِایَِّصلاوَ هِلاََّصلا  هَِّماعَ 

I advise you (both) and

all my children and members of my family and everyone whom my writing reaches

to fear Allah, to keep your affairs in order, and to maintain good relations

(( among yourselves, for I have heard your grandfather (the Holy Prophet (S

saying, “Improvement of mutual differences is better than general prayers and

(fasting.”(3
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:Abu-Hanifah, the cameleer of pilgrims, has reported the following

One day, my son-in-law and I were engaged in a dispute about inheritance when al-
Mufazzal (ibn `Umar) passed by us. He paused for a considerable time and then
invited us to his house. When we went there, he reconciled us by giving us four
hundred Dirhams from his own money. When both of us gave him our word that we
would not continue our dispute, al-Mufazzal said, “In fact, these Dirhams are not from
my personal fortune; rather, Abu-`Abdullah (Imam al-Sadiq) (‘a) ordered me to

(reconcile any two of our faith whom I would see disputing about a matter.”(1

In addition, although telling lies is one of the gravest forbidden acts, the Holy
Legislator has permitted it in peacemaking and disallowed telling the truth if it would

.cause alienation between disputing believers

Hence, telling lies may be permitted when it is intended to restore two believing
parties to friendly relations with one another or to dissolve their differences and

disputations. However, telling lies in such situations is contingent upon
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.certain stipulations and circumstances

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet
:(S) said

َّنهِیِف نُسُحْیَ  هٌَثلاََث 

حُلاَصْلإِاوَ کَتَجَوْزَ ، کَُتدَعِوَ  بِرْحَْلا ، یِف  هُدَیکِمَْلا  بُذِکَْلا :

، هُمَیمَِّنلا قُدِّْصلا : َّنهِیِف  حُُبْقیَ  هٌَثلاََثوَ  سِاَّنلا ، نَْیَب 

کَُبیذِکْتَوَ هُهُرَکْیَ ، امَِب  هِِلهْأَ  نْعَ  لَجَُّرلا  كَرُابَخْإِوَ 

.رِبَخَْلا نِعَ  لَجَُّرلا 

Telling a lie is

acceptable only in three situations: as a stratagem of battle, when making

.promises to one’s wife, and for restoring friendly relations among people

,Telling the truth is reproached in three situations: when the truth is malicious

,when informing a husband about what he would not like to hear about his wife

(and when denouncing a person’s news to be a lie.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

، قٌدْصِ هٌَثلاََث : مُلاَکَْلا 

اًملاَکَ لِجَُّرلا  نَِم  عُمَسْتَ  .سِاَّنلا  نَْیَب  حٌلاَصْإِوَ  بٌذِکَوَ ،

کَیِف لَاقَ  نٍلاَُف  نِْم  تُْعمِسَ  لُوقُتَفَ : هُسَْفَن  ثُِّبخَُتفَ  هُغُُلْبیَ 

.هُْنِم هُتَْعمَسِ  امَ  فَلاَخِ  اذَکَوَ  اذَکَ  رِْیخَْلا  نَِم 

Speech is of three
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categories: telling the truth, telling lies, and reconciliation between

people…which means that if you hear some words from a party that may enrage

the another party, you should inform the other party of the opposite of these

(evil words.(2

Respect of Neighbors and Consolidation of the Social Structure

The traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) continually emphasize
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respecting one’s neighbors and treating them as special, since this principle plays a
vital role in reinforcing the structure of society. There are two natural types of
relationships: one of them is with neighbors and the other, which is more important, is
with family. As a general and practical rule, the more neighbors cooperate with each

.other the more comfortable, stable, and secure the entire society becomes

Preventive Procedures

Point

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) advised taking a number of practical, preventive measures to
:reinforce social relations, including the following

A. Avoid incurring the rancor, animosity, malevolence, disputation, and detestation of people

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

ُّطقَ لُیِئرَْبجَ  یِناتَأَ  امَ 

، سِاَّنلا هََّراشَُموَ  كَاَّیإِ  یِل : هِِلوْقَ  رُخِآفَ  یِنظَعَوَ ، َّلاإِ 

.ِّزعِْلاِب بُهَذْتَوَ  هَرَوْعَْلا  فُشِکْتَ  اهََّنإِفَ 

Every time (Archangel) Gabriel came to me, he would exhort me. The last thing he said
to me was the

following: Beware of incurring the hostility of people, because this will

(unveil the hidden and remove dignity.(1

:The Holy Prophet (S) is also reported to have said

ضِغُابََّتلا یِف  َّنإِ  لاَأَ 

.نِیِّدلا هَقَِلاحَ  نْکَِلوَ  رِْعَّشلا ، هَقَِلاحَ  یِنعْأَ  .هَقَِلاحَْلا لاَ 
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Most certainly, provoking

the disrespect of people is the genuine shaver. It does not shave the hair, but

(the faith.(2
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B. Responding to greetings and salutations, replying to messages and letters and exchanging
letters as a substitute of visits and meetings

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

بٌجِاوَ بِاتَکِْلا  بِاوَجَ  ُّدرَ 

اللهِاِب یَلوْأَ  مِلاََّسلاِب  يدِابَْلاوَ  مِلاََّسلا ، ِّدرَ  بِوجُوُکَ 

.هِِلوسُرَِبوَ

Replying to messages is as

obligatory as responding to greetings and salutations. He who takes the

initiative of offering salutation is more favorable in the view of Almighty

(Allah and His Messenger.(1

:He (‘a) is also reported as saying

نِاوَخْلإِا نِْیَب  لُصُاوََّتلا 

.بُُتاکََّتلا رِفََّسلا  یِفوَ  رُوُازََّتلا ، رِضَحَْلا  یِف 

In homelands, exchanging

visits is a means of association. In travel, correspondence is the means of

(association.(2

C. Fulfilling promises, even if it takes a whole year

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

اللهِاِب نُِمؤُْی  نَاکَ  نْمَ 

.دَعَوَ اذَإِ  فِیَْلفَ  رِخِلآا  مِوْیَْلاوَ 
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He who believes in

(Almighty Allah and in the Day of Resurrection must fulfill his promise.(3
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D. Specific restrictions while choosing trustworthy friends

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هِیِف نْکُتَ  مَْل  نْمَفَ  هٌدَودُحْمَ ، هُقَادََّصلا 

مَْل نْمَوَ  هِقَادََّصلا ، لِامَکَ  یَلإِ  هُْبسِْنتَ  لاَفَ  دُودُحُْلا  کَْلِت 

یَلإِ هُْبسِْنتَ  لاَفَ  دِودُحُْلا  کَْلِت  نِْم  ءٌیْشَ  هِیِف  نْکُیَ 

، هٌدَحِاوَ کََل  هُُتیَِنلاَعَوَ  هُُترَیرِسَ  نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  اهَُلَّوأَ  .هِقَادََّصلا 

، هُنَْیشَ کَنَْیشَوَ  هُنَْیزَ ، کَنَْیزَ  يرَیَ  نْأَ  هُیَِناَّثلاوَ 

، هٌیَلاَوِ لاَوَ  لٌامَ  کَْنعَ  هُرَِّیغَُی  نْأَ لاَ  هُثَِلاَّثلاوَ 

هِْیَلإِ لُصِتَ  اَّمِم  اًئْیشَ  کَعَنَمْیَ  نْأَ لاَ  هُعَِباَّرلاوَ 

.تِابَکََّنلا دَْنعِ  کَمَِّلسَُی  نْأَ لاَ  هُسَِماخَْلاوَ  هُُترَدِْقمَ ،

Friendship is restricted to certain qualifications. Whoever does not

have these qualifications completely cannot be a perfect friend, and whoever

lacks all of these qualifications cannot be a friend. The first of these

qualifications is that the friend’s inward and outward appearances must be

the same. The second is that he must consider that which benefits his friend is

,also to his own benefit and that which harms his friend is harmful for him

also. The third is that neither wealth nor position must cause him to change

his relationship with his friend. The fourth is that he must not prevent his

friend from enjoying anything that is under his control. The fifth is that he

(must not let his friend down in misfortunes.(1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1260 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_127_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


E. Maintenance of equilibrium in relations

In the coming discussion of control over passions, we will mention some traditions
recommending maintenance of
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equilibrium in social relations so that mutual decorum and respect remains intact and
relations do not disintegrate. For example, confiding excessively in one another can
lead to disappointment on both sides. Additional instructions and recommendations

.come under the title of ‘Laws of Social Association

p: 128
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Consultation: Restrictions and Outcomes

Point

It is necessary to mention the subject of consultation and display some of its laws,
limits, and outcomes because consultation is a significant foundation of social

.structure and an important goal of social relations

Significance of Consultation

Islam and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have imparted a special significance to the question of
.consultation in their concept of government (1) and social relations

In his book of al-Mahasin, al-Barqi has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted the
:Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نٌمُْیوَ دٌشْرُ  حِصِاَّنلا  لِِقاعَْلا  هُرَوَاشَُم 

لُِقاعَْلا حُصِاَّنلا  کَْیلَعَ  رَاشَأَ  اذَإِفَ  اللهِا ، نَِم  قٌیِفوْتَوَ 

.بَطَعَْلا کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِفَ  فَلاَخِْلاوَ  كَاَّیإِفَ 

Seeking the counsel of the reasonable well-wisher is a sign of

,judiciousness, being blessed, and guidance to success by Almighty Allah; so

if a reasonable, well-wishing man gives you any advice, beware of defiance

(lest you come upon destruction. (2

According to another narration also cited in the previous book, Imam al-Baqir is
:reported to have said

هُعََبرْأَ هِارَوَّْتلا  یِف 

، رُبَکْلأَا تُوْمَْلا  رُْقفَْلاوَ  مْدَْنیَ ، رْشِتَسْیَ  نْمَ لاَ  رٍطُسْأَ :
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.رََثأْتَسْا کَلَمَ  نْمَوَ  نُادَُت ، نُیدِتَ  امَکَوَ 

In the Torah are the following four lines (of

.wisdom): He who does not seek the advice of others will surely regret

Poverty is the greatest death. If you subjugate, you will surely be

subjugated. He who holds a position of leadership will surely act

(arbitrarily. (3
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:Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is reported to have said

نُْیعَ هُرَاشَِتسْلإا 

.هِیَادَهِْلا

Consultation

(is the very core of true guidance. (1

To acquaint ourselves with the significance of consultation, we shall cite the following
(: points that have been pointed out by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

Power and Backing

Consultation is the best support for man in his activities and advancement. It is
.therefore an actual reliable power in social relations

In this regard, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported that the Holy Prophet (S) instructed
:Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) by saying

لاَ

هَدَحْوِ لاَوَ  لِْقعَْلا  نَِم  دُوَعْأَ  لَامَ  لاَوَ  لِهْجَْلا  نَِم  ُّدشَأَ  رَْقفَ 

لاَوَ هِرَوَاشَمُْلا  نَِم  نُسَحْأَ  هَرَهَاظَُم  لاَوَ  بِجْعُْلا  نَِم  شُحَوْأَ 

.رُِّکفََّتلاکَ هَدَابَعِ  لاَوَ  قُِلخُْلا  نِسْحُکَ  بَسَحَ  لاَوَ  رِیِبدَّْتلاکَ  لَْقعَ 

No poverty is harsher than ignorance, no fortune better

than the intellect, no loneliness drearier than pride, no victory like

counseling, no intellect like moderation, no lineage like good manners, and

(no worship like pondering (over things). (2
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.Nahj al-Balaghah, Maxim No. 211 [- 2 - ] 1
Ibn Shu`bah al-Harrani, Tuhaf al-`Uqul (Masterpieces of Intellects), pp. 10, [- 3 - ] 2

.translated into English by Badr Shahin; Ansariyan Publications – Qum, 2001
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Confirming this fact, Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is reported to have
:said

لاَ

لاَوَ بِدَلأَاک ، ثَارَیِم  لاَوَ  لِهْجَْلاکَ ، رَْقفَ  لاَوَ  لِْقعَْلاکَ ، ینَغِ 

.هِرَوَاشَمُْلاکَ رَیهِظَ 

No wealth is comparable to intelligence, no poverty

comparable to ignorance, no heritage comparable to good manners, and no support

(comparable to consultation. (1

Determination and Perseverance

Consultation reflects resolve and determination because one who counsels with
others naturally feels tranquil, steadfast, and eager to do the act for which he has

.sought consultation

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers (‘a) that the Holy
:Prophet (S) was once asked to define perseverance. He answered

هُرَوَاشَُم

.مْهُعُابَِّتاوَ يِْأَّرلا  يوِذَ 

Perseverance is to consult with the judicious people and

.then follow their advice

The Best Way to Understand Reality

Consultation is the best way to get to know reality and truth. Through consultation,
.man gains insight into reality
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The objective, unbiased, selfless opinions of experienced people make him adopt a
.certain view, position, or action

Traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) stress this fact. For instance, Imam `Ali (‘a) is
:reported to have said
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َّدبَتَسْا نِمَ 

.اهَِلوقُعُ یِف  اهَکَرَاشَ  لَاجَِّرلا  رَوَاشَ  نْمَوَ  کَلَهَ ، هِِیْأرَِب 

He

who acts solely according to his own opinion will be ruined, and he who

(consults other people shares in their understanding. (1

نُْیعَ هُرَاشَِتسْلإا 

.هِیَادَهِْلا

Consultation is the very

(core of true guidance. (2

:Imam Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نَِم لَِقاعَْلا  رِشِتَسْإِ 

كَاَّیإِوَ رٍْیخَِب ، َّلاإِ  رُُمأْیَ  هَُّنإِفَ لاَ  عَرِوَْلا  لِاجَِّرلا 

نِیِّدلا یِف  هٌدَسَْفمَ  لِِقاعَْلا  عِرِوَْلا  هَفََلاخَُم  َّنإِفَ  فَلاَخِْلاوَ 

.ایَْنُّدلاوَ

Seek the advice of the

reasonable and pious men, because they order you to good. Beware of defying

them, because to defy reasonable and pious men brings about corruption in

(religious and worldly affairs. (3

Teaching Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah to seek consultation and take advantage of
the opinions of reasonable people in order to attain the truth and arrive at the most

apposite solution, Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said the following in his
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:instructive words to his son

مْمُضْأُ

نَِم اهََبرَْقأَ  رْتَخْا  َّمُث  ضٍْعَب ، یَلإِ  اهَضَْعَب  لِاجَِّرلا  ءَارَآ 

نِمَ هِسِْفنَِب  رَطَاخَ  دْقَ  .بِایَِترْلإا  نَِم  اهَدَعَْبأَوَ  بِاوََّصلا ،

عَِقاوَمَ فَرِعَ  ءِارَلآا  هَوجُوُ  لَبَْقتَسْا  نِمَوَ  هِِیْأرَِب ، ینَْغتَسْا 

.أِطَخَْلا

Compare different opinions

of men with each other and then choose the one closest to reality and

,remotest from suspicion… He who depends solely upon his opinion takes risks

and he who receives different opinions will certainly learn to recognize erroneous

(ways. (4

p: 132

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Maxim No. 161 [- 1 - ] 1

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Maxim No. 211 [- 2 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:426, H. 5 [- 3 - ] 3
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:429, H. 2 [- 4 - ] 4
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Characteristics of Advisers

According to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), persons whose advice is sought and opinions
:considered must be

Religious, pious, devout, and God-fearing · 

Sincere in advising · 

Wise and experienced · 

Able to keep a confidence · 

Moderate in personal moral standards (i.e., not characterized by stinginess, · 
(cowardice, or avarice

Upright in social circumstances · 

(Moderate in emotion (1 · 

:Let us now cite a set of traditions mentioning the characteristics of advisers

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 133

Some narrations have warned against seeking the advice of women. This may [- 2 - ] 1
be because women are generally known for inclination to their emotions, and was a
general feature of the women of that age. The same thing can be applied to the
warning against seeking the advice of slaves because the social surroundings and the
education of servants, at that time, made them unqualified to give good advice.
However, al-Barqi, has mentioned in his famous book, al-Mahasin (2:437), that Imam

Musa al-Ka¨im (‘a) sought the advice of some of his slaves at times. When he was
asked about that, the Imam (‘a) would answer, “…It sometimes happens that

.” Almighty Allah presents the most accurate opinion on the tongue of this slave
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مُکُرِْمأَ یِف  اورُیشِتَسْإ 

.مْهَُّبرَ نَوْشَخْیَ  نَیذَِّلا 

In your affairs, seek the

(advice of those who fear their Lord. (1

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

نَیذَِّلا کَِثیدِحَ  یِف  رْوِاشَ 

.اللهَا نَوُفاخَیَ 

In your affairs, seek the

(advice of those who fear Allah. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

اذَإِ مْکُدَحَأَ  عُنَمْیَ  امَ 

لاًِقاعَ لاًجُرَ  رَیشِتَسْیَ  نْأَ  هِِب  هَُل  لَبَِق  امَ لاَ  هِْیلَعَ  دَرَوَ 

، اللهُا هُْلذِخْیَ  مَْل  کَِلذَ  لَعَفَ  اذَإِ  هَُّنإِ  امَأَ  عٌرَوَوَ ؟ نٌیدِ  هَُل 

یَلإِ اهَِبرَْقأَوَ  رِوُملأُا  رِْیخَِب  هُامَرَوَ  اللهُا ، هُعُفَرْیَ  لَْب 

.اللهِا

What prevents you, when

you encounter an unbearable problem, from counseling with a wise, religious

and pious man? If you do so, Almighty Allah will never disappoint you, but

(will raise you and lead you to the best solution and the one closest to Him. (3

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said
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َّنإِ

اهَدِودُحُِب اهَفَرَعَ  نْمَفَ  اهَدِودُحُِب ، َّلاإِ  نُوکُتَ  هَرَوشُمَْلا لاَ 

نِْم رَثَکْأَ  رِیشِتَسْمُْلا  یلَعَ  اهَُتَّرضَمَ  تَْناکَ  َّلاإِوَ 

، لاًِقاعَ هُرُوِاشَُت  يذَِّلا  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  اهَُلَّوأَفَ  .هَُل  اهَِتعَفَْنمَ 

نَوکُیَ نْأَ  هُثَِلاَّثلاوَ  اًنِّیدَتَُم ، اًرّحُ  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  هُیَِناَّثلاوَ 

نُوکُیَفَ كَِّرسِ  یلَعَ  هُعَِلطُْت  نْأَ  هُعَِباَّرلاوَ  اًیخِاؤَُم ، اًقیدِصَ 

.هُمُُتکْیَوَ کَِلذَ  ُّرسُِی  َّمُث  کَسِْفنَِب ، کَمِْلعِکَ  هِِب  هُمُْلعِ 

نَاکَ اذَإِوَ  هِِترَوشُمَِب ، تَْعفَتَْنإ  لاًِقاعَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ  هَُّنإِفَ 

نَاکَ اذَإِوَ  کََل ، هِحَیصَِّنلا  یِف  هُسَْفَن  دَهَجَ  اًنِّیدَتَُم  اًرّحُ 

اذَإِوَ هِْیلَعَ ، هُتَْعلَطْأَ  اذَإِ  كََّرسِ  مَتَکَ  اًیخِاؤَُم  اًقیدِصَ 

تَِّمتَ هِِب  کَمِْلعِکَ  هِِب  هُمُْلعِ  نَاکَفَ  كَِّرسِ  یلَعَ  هُتَْعلَطْأَ 

.هُحَیصَِّنلا تِلَمُکَوَ  هُرَوشُمَْلا 

Actually, seeking advice

must be within limits, so if one ignores (or violates) these limits, the harm

will be more than the benefit. The first of these limits is that the

.consultant must be wise. The second is that he must be honorable and religious

The third is that he must be a brotherly friend. The fourth is that when you

tell him about your secret, he must know it exactly as you know it and then

he must keep it in confidence. If the consultant is wise, you will then

benefit from his advice. If he is honorable and religious, he will make all
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,possible efforts to give you the best advice. If he is a brotherly friend

then he will conceal your secret after you reveal it to him. If he knows your

(situation well, then he will give perfect counsel and advice. (4

p: 134

.Khalid al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 2:436 [- 1 - ] 1

.Khalid al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 2:436 [- 2 - ] 2
.Khalid al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 2:438, H. 26 [- 3 - ] 3

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:426-427, H. 8 [- 1 - ] 4
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Imam al-Riza (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that Imam `Ali (‘a)
:quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying to him

اًنابَجَ َّنرَوِاشَُت  لاَ 

لاًیخَِب َّنرَوِاشَُت  لاَوَ  جَرَخْمَْلا ، کَْیلَعَ  قُِّیضَُی  هَُّنإِفَ 

اًصیرِحَ َّنرَوِاشَُت  لاَوَ  کَِتیَاغَ ، نْعَ  کَِب  رُِّصقَُی  هَُّنإِفَ 

لَخُْبْلاوَ نَْبجُْلا  َّنأَ  مْلَعْاوَ  .اهََّرشَ  کََل  نُِّیزَُی  هَُّنإِفَ 

.ِّنَّظلا ءُوسُ  اهَعُمَجْیَ  هٌزَیرِغَ  صَرْحِْلاوَ 

Never counsel with a coward

because they narrow the possibilities in your eyes. Never counsel with the

niggardly because they hamper you from attaining your goal. Never counsel

with the greedy because they beautify evil in your eyes. Be it known that

cowardice, niggardliness, and greed are inclinations that when gathered give a

(false idea about things. (1

p: 135

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:429, S. 26, H. 2. A similar words have been [- 1 - ] 1
included with the famous epistle of Imam `Ali (‘a) to Malik al-Ashtar, as mentioned in

.Nahj al-Balaghah
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Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported from his fathers that the Holy Prophet (s) instructed
:Imam `Ali (‘a), saying

یلَعَ سَْیَل  ُّیِلعِ ، ایَ 

ایَ .رُاشَتَسُْت  لاَوَ  ءَاضَقَْلا ، یَّلوَُت  لاَوَ  .هٌعَمُجُ  ءِاسَِّنلا 

ایَ .هٌمَادََن  هِأَرْمَْلا  هُعَاطَوَ  مٌؤْشُ ، قُِلخُْلا  ءُوسُ  ُّیِلعَ ،

.هِأَرْمَْلا نِاسَِل  یفِفَ  ءٍیْشَ  یِف  مُؤُّْشلا  نَاکَ  نْإِ  ُّیِلعَ ،

O `Ali, women are not

required to attend the Friday Congregational Prayers…They must not hold the

office of chief justice and their guidance must not be sought. O `Ali, ill

manners are inauspicious and obedience to women brings remorse. O `Ali, if
inauspiciousness

(is found in something, it will be found on the tongues of women. (1

According to another narration of a valid chain of authority, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted
:the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

َّنهُوصُعْأُ

اوذَُّوعَتَوَ رِکَْنمُْلاِب ، مْکَُنرُْمأْیَ  نْأَ  لَْبقَ  فِورُْعمَْلا  یِف 

.رٍذَحَ یلَعَ  َّنهِرِایَخِ  نِْم  اوُنوکُوَ  َّنهِرِارَشِ  نِْم  اللهِاِب 

Do not listen to women in right things lest they enjoin you

to do wrong things. Ask Allah’s protection against evil women and be cautious

(of the good ones. (2

Duties of Advisers
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The previous narration shows that it is imperative for an adviser to be honest and
sincere in giving advice and exert all possible effort to guide towards the truth and

.actuality

p: 136

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:429, S. 25, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 14:128, S. 94, H. 1. It is not improbable that [- 2 - ] 2
such traditions about women and other social classes were said in consideration of
the nature of general circumstances and morals of the women of that age, or in

.consideration of the sentimental side that can overcome women
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(A tradition holds that an adviser is a trustee. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

مْلَفَ هُاخَأَ  رَاشَتَسْا  نِمَ 

.هُیَْأرَ اللهُا  هُبَلَسَ  يِْأَّرلا  ضَحْمَ  هُحْصَْنیَ 

If one whose advice is

sought by his brother-in-faith does not give the best advice, Almighty Allah

(will deprive him of good reason. (2

In addition to honesty and sincerity, an adviser is required to conceal the secrets of
the advice-seeker, as is understood from the Holy Imam’s statement, “An adviser is a

.” trustee

The previous discussion sufficiently proves that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) highlighted
.seeking advice in the field of social relations as being most important

p: 137

.Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 2:436 [- 3 - ] 1

.Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 2:438 [- 4 - ] 2
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Equality and Fraternity

These features can be clearly found in the various details of the system of social
relations. All these details indicate the fact that equality and fraternity are genuine

.components for the establishment of social relations with others

:Other details, including the following have been mentioned so far

reinforcing the social structure by holding meetings, exchanging visits, and dealing · 
with others sympathetically

rules of commitment to social duties, forbearance, and courtesy in particular · 

fulfillment of trusts, testifying for or against others, presence in funeral ceremonies, · 
and visiting sick people

forbidding killing of Muslims, seizure of their property, violation of their chastity and · 
family, entering homes or looking in them before obtaining permission, safeguarding

the chastity and dignity of all Muslims

prohibition of defamation of character, insulting, backbiting, divulging secrets, · 
imputing dishonor, wronging, disappointing, ambushing, accusing, frightening, making

charges, offending, cursing, and scrutinizing the flaws of Muslims

exchanging greetings and trying to be the first to greet, using kind words, respecting, · 
honoring, meeting others with a smile and good mien, shaking hands, hugging, and

kissing others as a sign of friendliness

p: 138
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Besides the above, Islam has also deemed it forbidden to greet the poor in a way
different from greeting the rich. In this regard, Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have

:said

اًمِلسُْم اًریقِفَ  یَقَِل  نْمَ 

َّزعَ اللهَا  یَقَِل  ِّیِنغَْلا  یلَعَ  هِِملاَسَ  فَلاَخِ  هِْیلَعَ  مََّلسَفَ 

.نَابَضْغَ هِْیلَعَ  وَهُوَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  َّلجَوَ 

Whoever meets a poor

Muslim and greets him in a way different from greeting a rich one, will find

(Almighty Allah angry with him when he will meet Him on the Day of Resurrection. (1

The prohibition against belittling faithful believers because they are poor or humble is
another indication of the significance of social fraternity and equality. In this

:connection, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) reported the Holy Prophet (s) to have said

مٍِلسُْم رٍیقِفَِب  َّفخَتَسْا  نِمَ 

هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  هِِب  ُّفخِتَسْیَ  اللهُاوَ  اللهِا ، ِّقحَِب  َّفخَتَسْا  دِقَفَ 

.بَوُتیَ نْأَ  َّلاإِ 

He who belittles a poor

Muslim has in fact belittled Almighty Allah; therefore, Almighty Allah will

(belittle him on the Day of Resurrection unless he repents. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

اًنِمؤُْم َّلذَتَسْا  نِمَ 

مَوْیَ اللهُا  هُرَهَشَ  هِرِْقفَِلوَ ، هِدِیَ  تِاذَ  هَِّلقِِل  هُرَقَتَحْاوَ 
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.قِِئلاَخَْلا سِوؤُرُ  یلَعَ  هِمَایَقِْلا 

Whoever humiliates and

demeans a believer because of his meagerness and poverty, Almighty Allah

(shall expose him on the Day of Resurrection before all creatures. (3

Imam al-Riza (‘a) reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet (s)
:said

p: 139

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:442, S. 36, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:588, S. 146, H. 4 [- 2 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:591, S. 147, H. 4 [- 3 - ] 3
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یَّتحَ َّنهُعُدَأَ  سٌمْخَ لاَ 

رَامَحِْلا یَِبوکُرُوَ  دِیِبعَْلا ، عَمَ  ضِیضِحَْلا  یلَعَ  لُکْلأَا  تِامَمَْلا :

مُیِلسَّْتلاوَ فِوُّصلا ، سُْبَلوَ  يدِیَِب ، زَْنعَْلا  یِبْلحَوَ  اًفکِؤُْم ،

.نِایَْبِّصلا یلَعَ 

I will never abandon the

,following five as long as I am alive: eating with the servants on the ground

riding beasts of burden unsaddled, milking goats with my own hands, wearing woolen

(clothes, and offering salutations to children.(1

As has been already mentioned, Islam has deemed all Muslims equal to each other,
especially in the question of marriage. This is another indication of the importance of

.equality and fraternity in Muslim society

p: 140

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:441, S. 35, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
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Levels of Social Relations

Point

Although the Islamic concept of social relations believes in equality in the content of
social relations, there are certain substantive social reasons imposing different levels

:in social relations. These levels are as follows

Relations of General Courtesy

Relations of General Association

Relations of Special Association

Relations of General Courtesy

Openness in relations, friendliness, forbearance, good association with others, control
over personal sentiments and emotions, charitable behavior and taking the lead in

.goodness demonstrate a courteous relationship with all individuals of society

Relations of General Association

Relations of necessity, or general association, mean the state of association and
companionship in various fields of life, such as earning ones livelihood, traveling,
dwelling, being neighbors, studying, following a profession, etc. In such relations, man

understands the natural limits of relations so that he can benefit from the vital and
:material advantages of life. Referring to this fact, the Holy Imam (‘a) says

مْهُْنِم بُیصُِت  کََّنإِفَ 

ءَارَوَ امَ  نْبَُلطْتَ  لاَوَ  مْهُْنِم ، کَِلذَ  نْعَطَْقتَ  لاَفَ  کَتََّذَل ،

.مْهِرِیمِضَ نِْم  کَِلذَ 

,Regarding the friends of necessity
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you gain from them only your need; therefore, you should not deprive them of their

.need. Do not ask them for any other thing

:In relations, it is required to exchange benefits and pleasures

p: 141
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کََل اوُلذََب  امَ  مْهَُل  لْذِْباوَ 

.نِاسَِّللا هِوَلاَحَوَ  هِجْوَْلا  هِقَلاَطَ  نِْم 

Offer them a pleasant

countenance and good words as long as they offer you a pleasant countenance and

(good words. (1

The details concerning this level of relations (relations of necessity) can be found in
laws regarding companionship on journeys and manners with companions, (2)
relations between employees and employers, the etiquettes of teaching and learning,
the etiquettes of attending meetings, delivering speeches, and talking with others. In
this area, Islam instructs its followers to give seating to the newcomers, and to stand

.up, show respect, and address others with their favorite names and titles

:In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) reported the Holy Prophet (s) to have said

ءِرْمَْلا َّدوِ  نَیِّفصَُی  ثٌلاََث 

هَُل عُِّسوَُیوَ  هُیَقَِل ، اذَإِ  رِشِْبْلاِب  هُاقَْلیَ  مِِلسْمُْلا : هِیخِلأَِ 

ءِامَسْلأَا ِّبحَأَِب  هُوعُدْیَوَ  هِْیَلإِ ، سَلَجَ  اذَإِ  سِِلجْمَْلا  یِف 

.هِْیَلإِ

Three things will prove

your friendship to your Muslim brother: Welcoming him warmly, making room for

(him in meetings when he arrives, and calling him by his dearest names. (3

:Reported by Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) too, the Holy Prophet (S) said

هُاخَأَ مْکُدُحَأَ  َّبحَأَ  اذَإِ 

هِِتلَیِبقَ مِسْاوَ  هِیِبأَ  مِسْاوَ  هِمِسْا  نِعَ  هُْلأَسْیَْلفَ  مَِلسْمُْلا 
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نْأَ ءِاخَلإِا  قِدْصِوَ  بِجِاوَْلا  هِِّقحَ  نِْم  َّنإِفَ  هِِترَیشِعَوَ ،

.قٍمْحُ هُفَرِْعمَ  اهََّنإِِفَ  َّلاإِوَ  کَِلذَ ، نْعَ  هَُلأَسْیَ 

If one of you loves his

Muslim brother, he must ask him his name, his father’s name, and his tribe’s

name, because this is one of the duties towards one’s brother-in-faith and

one of the features of true fraternity. If you do not do this, your

(acquaintance will be foolish. (4

p: 142

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:404, S. 3, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
Generally, these laws can be found in sections 30-34 of the etiquettes of travel in [- 2 - ] 2

.al-Hurr al-`Amili’s book of Wasa’il al-Shi`ah
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:409, S. 30, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 3

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:501, S. 1, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 4
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Islam has also set forth laws about private chatter in public sessions. In this respect,
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هًَثلاََث مُوْقَْلا  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

امَ کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِفَ  امَهِِبحِاصَ ، نَودُ  نِانَْثا  مُهُْنِم  جَانَتَیَ  لاَفَ 

.هِیذِؤُْیوَ هُُنزِحُْی 

If there are three persons

sitting together, two of them must not talk to one another and leave out the

(third because this act saddens and injures him. (1

Relations of Special Association

The highest level of relations is the level of reliance, which represents the relations of
.true friendship and gives rise to certain duties and rights

This level of relations specifies the characteristics of true friends, which include: good
sense, piety, trustworthiness, keeping a confidence, supportiveness, generosity,
honesty, observance of duties in general and prayers in particular, and sincerity in
fraternal terms aimed at winning Almighty Allah’s pleasure. The following traditions

:further amplify this level of association

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

p: 143

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:472, S. 72, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
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اذَ بَحَصْتَ  نْأَ  کَْیلَعَ  لاَ 

، هِِلْقعَِب عْفِتَْنا  نِکَِلوَ  هُمَرَکَ ، دْمَحُْت  مَْل  نْإِوَ  لِْقعَْلا 

مِیرِکَْلا هَبَحْصُ  َّنعَدَتَ  لاَوَ  هِِقلاَخْأَ ، ئِِّیسَ  نِْم  سْرِتَحْاوَ 

رْرُْفاوَ کَِلْقعَِب ، هِِمرَکَِب  عْفِتَْنا  نِکَِلوَ  هِِلْقعَِب ، عْفِتَْنتَ  مَْل  نْإِوَ 

.قِمَحْلأَا مِیِئَّللا  نَِم  رِارَفِْلا  َّلکُ 

It is not wrong on your

part to accompany wise people even if you are deprived of their generosity; in

fact, you may benefit from their wisdom, but beware of their ill manners. Do

not forsake association with the generous even if deprived of their good

sense. You can use your good sense to benefit from their generosity. Break

(away from idiots and despicable people. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

كَاَّیإِوَ دِلاََّتلاِب ، کَْیلَعَ 

لاَوَ هََّمذِ  لاَوَ  هََنامَأَ  لاَوَ  هَُل  دَهْعَ  ثٍِّدحَُم لاَ  َّلکُوَ 

.قَاثَیِم

Stand by old friends whom

you have put to the test, and do not associate with inexperienced persons who

(observe neither their promises, nor trusts, nor covenants, nor pledges. (2

p: 144

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:409, S. 8, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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Special Treatment

Point

We will restrict the following discussion to introducing a few examples of special
relations mentioned in the sections on the laws of association, and other examples

mentioned in the sections on the rules and principles of social relations. These are
.comparatively limited, yet explain the hypothetical concept of this topic

(Invoking Blessings on the Holy Prophet (S) and his Household (‘a

The topic of invoking Almighty Allah’s blessings on the Holy Prophet and his Household
(salawat) under all conditions and circumstances is one obvious expression of this
special treatment. In this connection, we find that to begin any supplicatory prayer by
invoking blessings upon the Holy Prophet (S) and his Household (‘a) results in that
supplication receiving a response, because Almighty Allah never rejects a prayer that
is preceded by this invocation. Similarly, Almighty Allah, out of His magnanimity,
responds to any prayer ending with an invocation of His blessings on the Holy Prophet

:(S) and his Household (‘a). This fact has been reported from Imam `Ali (‘a) who says

هٌجَاحَ هَُناحَْبسُ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  کََل  تَْناکَ  اذَإِ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  هِِلوسُرَ  یلَعَ  هِلاََّصلا  هَِلأَسْمَِب  ْأدَْبافَ 

لَأَسُْی نْأَ  نِْم  مُرَکْأَ  اللهَا  َّنإِفَ  کَتَجَاحَ ، لْسَ  َّمُث  هِِلآوَ 

.يرَخْلأُا عُنَمْیَوَ  امَهُادَحْإِ  یضِْقیَفَ  نِْیتَجَاحَ 

If you

would like your request to be granted by Almighty Allah, you must begin your

prayer with invoking His blessings on His Messenger (s) and then voice your

request, because Almighty Allah is too generous to respond to a request and
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(reject the other when two requests are placed before Him together. (1

p: 145

Nahj al-Balaghah, S. 2, No. 361. This saying has been also reported, through a [- 1 - ] 1
valid chain of authority, from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a). Refer to Jami` Ahadiih al-Shi`ah

.15:239, H. 13
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Likewise, it is advisable to attach the convention of praising Almighty Allah
immediately after sneezing (1) with invoking Almighty Allah’s blessings on the Holy
Prophet (S) and his Household (‘a). Moreover, it is advisable to repeat this invocation
of blessings under all conditions, including private matters, as an expression of taking

.interest in special treatment

Ibn Abi-`Umayr has reported on the authority of one of his companions that a man

sneezed in the presence of Imam al-Baqir (‘a) and followed it with expressing thanks
to Almighty Allah. Nevertheless, the Imam (‘a) did not address him with the
conventional statement; rather, he said, “This man has violated our right!” Explaining

:this issue, the Imam (‘a) said

مْکُدُحَأَ سَطَعَ  اذَإِ 

دٍَّمحَُم یلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَوَ  نَیمَِلاعَْلا  ِّبرَ  دُمْحَْلا اللهِ  لْقُیَْلفَ :

.هِِتْیَب لِهْأَوَ 

When you sneeze, you must

say: alhamdu lillahi rabbi al-`alamina wa salla allahu `ala muhammadin wa

ahlibaytihi (All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. May Allah send

(. blessings on Muhammad and his Household

The sneezing man therefore repeated this statement and only then, the Imam (‘a)
(addressed him with the conventional answer. (2

p: 146

One of the social conventions of Islam, it is highly recommended to say [- 2 - ] 1
alhamdu lillahi (All praise be to Allah) immediately after sneezing. Upon hearing this
phrase, it is highly recommended to address the sneezer with the statement:
yarhamuka allahu (May Allah have mercy upon you), which is similar to the expression
of God bless you. This practice is called tasmit, in Arabic and Muslim jurisprudential
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[terminology. [Translator
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:464, S. 63, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 2
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:In his epistle to al-Ma'mun, Imam al-Riza (‘a) says

یَّلصَ ِّیِبَّنلا  یلَعَ  هُلاََّصلا 

سِاطَعُْلا دَْنعِوَ  نٍطِوْمَ ، ِّلکُ  یِف  هٌبَجِاوَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

.کَِلذَ رِْیغَوَ  حِِئاَبَّذلاوَ 

Invocation of blessings on

,the Holy Prophet (S) is obligatory in all situations including sneezing

(slaughtering animals, and other situations. (1

Kindness to the Holy Prophet’s Progeny

Many traditions have been reported from the Holy Prophet (S), on the authority of the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), confirming imparting a special treatment to the Holy Prophet’s
progeny, including the descendants of Imam `Ali (‘a), by doing favors and being kind

.to them

In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as
:saying

نِْم دٍحَأَ  یَلإِ  عَنَصَ  نْمَ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  هِِب  هُُتأْفَاکَ  اًدیَ  یِتْیَب  لِهْأَ 

Whoever does a favor to

(any member of my household, I will reward him for it on the Day of Resurrection. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

هِمَایَقِْلا مُوْیَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

یَّلصَ اًدَّمحَُم  َّنإِفَ  اوُتصِْنأَ  قُِئلاَخَْلا ، اهَُّیأَ  دٍانَُم : يدَاَن 
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مُوقُیَفَ قُِئلاَخَْلا ، تُصِْنُتفَ  .مْکُمُِّلکَُی  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

رَشَْعمَ ایَ  لُوقُیَفَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ُّیِبَّنلا 

فٌورُْعمَ وْأَ  هٌَّنِم  وْأَ  دٌیَ  يدِْنعِ  هَُل  تَْناکَ  نْمَ  قِِئلاَخَْلا ،

، انَِتاهََّمأُوَ انَِئاَبآِب  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : .هُئَِفاکَأُ  یَّتحَ  مْقُیَْلفَ 

دُیَْلا لَِب  انََل ؟ فٍورُْعمَ  ُّيأَوَ  هٍَّنِم  ُّيأَ  وْأَ  دٍیَ  ُّيأَوَ 

.قِِئلاَخَْلا عِیمِجَ  یلَعَ  هِِلوسُرَِلوَ  فُورُْعمَْلاوَ اللهِ  هَُّنمِْلاوَ 

وْأَ یِتْیَب ، لِهْأَ  نِْم  اًدحَأَ  يوَآ  نْمَ  یلََب ، مْهَُل : لُوقُیَفَ 

مْقُیَْلفَ مْهُعَِئاجَ  عَبَشْأَ  وْأَ  يٍرْعُ ، نِْم  مْهُاسَکَ  وْأَ  مْهَُّرَب ،

یِتأْیَفَ .کَِلذَ  اوُلعَفَ  دْقَ  سٌاَنأُ  مُوقُیَفَ  .هُئَِفاکَأُ  یَّتحَ 

دْقَ یِبیِبحَ ، ایَ  دَُّمحَُم  ایَ  یَلاعَتَ : اللهِا  دِْنعِ  نِْم  ءُادَِّنلا 

ثُْیحَ هَِّنجَْلا  نَِم  مْهُْنکِسْأَفَ  کَْیَلإِ ، مْهُتَأَفَاکَُم  تُْلعَجَ 

نْعَ نَوُبجَحُْی  ثُْیحَ لاَ  هِلَیسِوَْلا ، یِف  مْهُُنکِسُْیفَ  .تَْئشِ 

.مُلاََّسلا مُهِْیلَعَ  هِِتْیَب  لِهْأَوَ  دٍَّمحَُم 

,On the Day of Resurrection

a caller will cry out, “Listen! Muhammad (S) is talking to you.” As all

creatures become silent, the Holy Prophet (S) says, “O creatures, whoever of

you has done any favor, act of kindness, or undertaking for me, may now stand

up so that I can reward him for that.” The creatures will say, “May Allah

accept our fathers and mothers as ransom for you! What sort of favor, act of

,kindness, or undertaking could we have done for you? All favors, kindness
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and undertakings are Allah’s and yours over all creatures.” The Holy Prophet

s) will then say, “Yes, there are such! Anyone who has accommodated any of)

my descendants, done an act of kindness to any of them, behaved charitably

towards any of them, provided clothing to any of them who was destitute, or

provided food to any of them who was hungry, may now stand up so that I can

reward him.” Upon hearing this, some who have done such things in the worldly life
will stand up. Then, a

call from Almighty Allah will come to declare, “O Muhammad, My dearest! I hand

over rewarding these people to you, so you are allowed to make them occupy

,any place in Paradise that you wish.” The Holy Prophet (S) will then

allow these people to dwell in an elevated position in Paradise called al-Wasilah

where they will not prevented from meeting the Holy Prophet and his Household

(a). (3 )‘
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Imam al-Riza (‘a), on the authority of his fathers, has reported the Holy Prophet (S) as
:saying

عٌیفِشَ مْهَُل  اَنأَ  هٌعََبرْأَ 

یضِاقَْلاوَ يدِْعَب ، نِْم  یِتَّیِّرذُِل  مُرِکْمُْلا  هِمَایَقِْلا : مَوْیَ 

اوُّرطُضْا امَدَْنعِ  مْهِرِوُمأُ  یِف  مْهَُل  یعِاَّسلاوَ  مْهُجَِئاوَحَ ، مْهَُل 

.هِِناسَِلوَ هِِبْلقَِب  مْهَُل  ُّبحِمُْلاوَ  هِْیَلإِ ،

I will be the intercessor

of four categories of people on the Day of Resurrection: (1) those who

respect my descendants after my passing away, (2) those who satisfy the needs

of my descendants, (3) those who make every effort to handle their affairs

(when necessary, and (4) those who love them sincerely in word and deed. (1

Imam al-Baqir (‘a), on the authority of his fathers, has reported the Holy Prophet (S)
:as saying

َّیَلإِ لَُّسوََّتلا  دَارَأَ  نْمَ 

هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  اهَِب  هَُل  عُفَشْأَ  دٌیَ  يدِْنعِ  هَُل  نَوکُیَ  نْأَوَ 

.مْهِْیلَعَ رَورُُّسلا  لِخِدُْیوَ  یِتْیَب  لَهْأَ  لْصِیَْلفَ 

Whoever wishes to make me

his agency (before Almighty Allah) and to have an attribute for which I will

intercede for him on the Day of Resurrection, may closely commune with my

(progeny and provide them with tranquility. (2

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is also reported to have said
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هِمَایَقِْلا مُوْیَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

هَُل تَْناکَ  نْمَ  دٍانَُم : يدِانَُیفَ  نَیرِخِلآاوَ ، نَیِلَّولأَا  اللهُا  عَمَجَ 

مُوقُیَفَ .مْقُیَْلفَ  دٌیَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  دَْنعِ 

لِوسُرَ دَْنعِ  مْکُیدِایَأَ  تَْناکَ  امَ  لُوقُیَفَ : سِاَّنلا ، نَِم  قٌُنعُ 

لَهْأَ لُصَِن  اَّنکُ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : هِِلآوَ ؟ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا 

، سِاَّنلا یِف  اوُفوطُفَ  اوُبهَذْإِ  مْهَُل : لُاقَُیفَ  .هِدِْعَب  نِْم  هِِتْیَب 

هُوُلخِدْأَفَ هِدِیَِب  اوذُخُفَ  دٌیَ  مْکُدَْنعِ  هَُل  تَْناکَ  نْمَفَ 

.هََّنجَْلا

On

the Day of Resurrection, a caller will cry out, “Anyone who has done a favor for

the Messenger of Allah (S) may stand up.” Some people will stand up. The

caller will ask them, “What favor have you done for the Messenger of Allah (S)?” They
will reply, “After him, we communed with his progeny.” The progeny will then be told
to go in the midst of the people and take those who have done favors to them by the

(hand and lead them to Paradise. (1

Old Men

Showing respect to old men is another form of special treatment in the category of
weak people. In this regard, `Abdullah ibn Sinan reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

:to him

َّزعَ اللهِا  لِلاَجْإِ  نِْم  َّنإِ 

.رِیِبکَْلا خِْیَّشلا  لَلاَجْإِ  َّلجَوَ 
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To respect old men is a

(kind of respect for Allah, the All-majestic. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

سَْیَل

.اَنرَیغِصَ مْحَرْیَوَ  اَنرَیِبکَ  رِّْقوَُی  مَْل  نْمَ  اَّنِم 

He who does not respect our old men and does not show mercy

(toward our youngsters is not one of us. (3
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People of the Qur'an

Another form of special treatment is to show respect toward those versed in the
religion and its laws, conveyers of the message of the Holy Qur'an, and reciters of

.Almighty Allah’s revealed verses

In this connection, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S)
:as saying

َّنإِ

لاَخَ امَ  نَیِّیِمدَلآا  نَِم  هًجَرَدَ  یلَعْأَ  یِف  نِآرْقُْلا  لَهْأَ 

، مْهُقَوقُحُ نِآرْقُْلا  لَهْأَ  اوفُعِضْتَسْتَ  لاَفَ  نَِیلسَرْمُْلاوَ ، نَیِّیِبَّنلا 

.اًناکَمََل رِاَّبجَْلا  زِیزِعَْلا  اللهِا  نَِم  مْهَُل  َّنإِفَ 

The people of the Holy

Qur'an shall be in the highest rank that human beings can attain except for

the Prophets and Messengers (of Almighty Allah). Hence, do not belittle the

special) ranks of the reciters of the Qur'an, because they do enjoy a)

(distinctive rank in the view of Allah, the Almighty and Omnipotent. (1

Faithful Believers

Another form of special treatment, such as providing comfort, is that which must be
shown to faithful believers (mu'min) (2) . This has been emphasized in many validly
reported traditions, like the following one reported by Shaykh al-Kulayni on the

-authority of Abu-Hamzah al

p: 151
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.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 4:830, S. 4, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
It is advisable to refer to the huge number of traditions, mentioned in various [- 3 - ] 2
sections of reference books of hadith, such as Wasa’il al-Shi`ah, concerning the
special treatment that must be shown towards the faithful believers. For instance,
refer to vol. 11, pp. 569-601 where features of this special treatment with faithful
believers manifest themselves, emphasizing the high level of social relations

.necessary with this distinguished group
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Thumali, who related that he heard Imam al-Baqir (‘a) quoting the following from the
(: Holy Prophet (S

دْقَفَ اًنِمؤُْم  َّرسَ  نْمَ 

.اللهَا َّرسَ  دْقَفَ  یِنَّرسَ  نْمَوَ  یِنَّرسَ ،

Whoever gives pleasure to

a faithful believer has in fact given pleasure to me, and whoever gives

(pleasure to me has given pleasure to Almighty Allah. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  لِامَعْلأَا  ِّبحَأَ  نِْم 

سُیفِْنتَ وْأَ  هِِتعَوْجَ ، عُابَشْإِ  نِِمؤْمُْلا : یلَعَرِورُُّسلا  لُاخَدْإِ 

.هِِنْیدَ ءُاضَقَ  وْأَ  هِِتَبرْکُ ،

Among the most beloved acts in the view of Almighty Allah is to give

pleasure to a faithful believer by satisfying his hunger, relieving his

(anguish, or helping him settle his debts. (2

Another form of special treatment toward faithful believers is to settle their needs. In
:this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

یضَقَ نْمَوَ 

هََئاِم هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هَُل  اللهُا  یضَقَ  هًجَاحَ  نِِمؤْمُْلا  هِیخِلأَِ 

نْأَ کَِلذَ  نِْموَ  هَُّنجَْلا ، اهَُلَّوأَ  کَِلذَ  نِْم  هًجَاحَ ، فِْلأَ 

نْأَ لاَ دَْعَب  هََّنجَْلا  هَُناوَخْإِوَ  هُفَرِاعَمَوَ  هُتََبارَقَ  لَخِدُْی 

.اًباَّصُن اوُنوکُیَ 

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1304 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_152_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_152_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Whoever fulfills the need of his brother-in-faith, Almighty Allah shall

settle one hundred thousand of his needs on the Day of Resurrection. One of

these needs is that he is allowed to enter Paradise and to take his

relatives, associates, and friends to Paradise also provided that they are

(not opponents (of the Ahl al-Bayt). (3

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said
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نَِمؤْمُْلا َّنإِ 

ُّمتَهْیَ هُدَْنعِ ، نُوکُتَ  لاَفَ  هِیخِلأَِ  هُجَاحَْلا  هِْیلَعَ  دُرِتََل 

.هََّنجَْلا هِِّمهَِب  اللهُا  هُُلخِدُْیفَ  هُُبْلقَ ، اهَِب 

Sometimes

a faithful believer feels upset because he cannot solve the problem of one of

his brethren-in-faith. As a result of this feeling, Almighty Allah allows him

(to enter Paradise. (1

Another form of special treatment toward faithful believers is to relieve their agony or
ease their difficulties. In this connection, Zayd al-Shahham has reported that he heard

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

نَِمؤْمُْلا هُاخَأَ  ثَاغَأَ  نْمَ 

حِاجََن یلَعَ  هَُناعَأَوَ  هُتََبرْکُ  سََّفنَفَ  هِدِهْجَ  دَْنعِ  نَافَهَّْللا 

نَیعِْبسَوَ نِْیتَْنِث  کَِلذَِب  هَُل  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  هِِتجَاحَ ،

رَْمأَ اهَِب  حُِلصُْی  هًدَحِاوَ  اهَْنِم  هَُل  لُِّجعَُی  اللهِا ، نَِم  هًمَحْرَ 

مِوْیَ عِازَْفلأَِ  هًمَحْرَ  نَیعِْبسَوَ  يدَحْإِ  هَُل  رُخَِّدیَوَ  هِِتشَیعِمَ ،

.هِِلاوَهْأَوَ هِمَایَقِْلا 

Almighty Allah will record

seventy-two items of His mercy for whoever relieves the agony of his

aggrieved brother-in-faith, drives away his sorrows, and helps him achieve

his goal. By virtue of one of these, He will improve his financial affairs

while the other seventy-one items will be stored for him when he faces the
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(horrors and terrors of the Day of Resurrection. (2

Other forms of special treatment towards faithful believers include being cooperative
.with them, supporting them, and advising them

Neighbors

Let us now refer to further details in the form of traditions that are reported from the
(: Ahl al-Bayt (‘a
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

رُِّمعَُی رِاوَجِْلا  نُسْحُ 

.رِامَعْلأَا یِف  ئُسِْنُیوَ  رَایَِّدلا 

(Good neighborliness makes communities thrive and increases longevity. (1

:Abu-Mas`ud has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him

یِف هٌدَایَزِ  رِاوَجِْلا  نُسْحُ 

.رِایَِّدلا هُرَامَعِوَ  رِامَعْلأَا 

Good neighborliness increases

(longevity and makes communities thrive. (2

Abu-Rabi` al-Shami has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said the following while his
:house was packed with people

اَّنِم سَْیَل  هَُّنأَ  اومُلَعْإِ 

.هُرَوَاجَ نْمَ  هَرَوَاجَُم  نْسِحُْی  مَْل  نْمَ 

Be it known to you all that whoever does not observe good neighborliness

(with his neighbors, does not belong to us. (3

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

نَوعَُبرْأَ رِاوَجِْلا  ُّدحَ 

نْعَوَ هِفِْلخَ  نِْموَ  هِْیدَیَ  نِْیَب  نِْم  بٍِناجَ : ِّلکُ  نِْم  اًرادَ 

.هِِلامَشِ نْعَوَ  هِِنیمِیَ 

The border of neighborhood
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includes forty houses from all sides; the front, the back, the right, and the

(left. (4

(: Umar ibn `Ikrimah has reported the following narration from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a`

One day, a man from the Ansar came to the Holy Prophet (S) and complained that he
had bought a house next to a man from whom neither goodness nor security from

harm could
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be expected. Immediately, the Holy Prophet (S) ordered Imam `Ali (‘a), Salman, Abu-
:Dharr, and probably al-Miqdad to go to the mosque and announce

نْمَأْیَ مَْل  نْمَِل  نَامَ  _ يإِ لاَ 

.هُقَِئاوََب هُرُاجَ 

Faithless is he“

.” whose neighbors are not safe from his harm

After they had declared this statement three times each, the Holy Prophet (S) pointed
(to forty houses from all directions to be the limits of neighborhood. (1

Al-Hasan ibn `Abdullah has reported the Righteous Servant (i.e. Imam al-Ka¨im) to
:have said

َّفکَ رِاوَجِْلا  نُسْحُ  سَْیَل 

.يذَلأَا یلَعَ  كَرُْبصَ  رِاوَجِْلا  نُسْحُ  نْکَِلوَ  يذَلأَا ،

Good neighborliness does

not mean to stop harm from neighbors; rather, it means to patiently endure the

(harm of neighbors. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نِْم نُِمؤْمُْلا  تَلَْفأَ  امَ 

اَّمإِ هِْیلَعَ : ثُلاََّثلا  تِعَمَتَجْإ  امََّبرَُلوَ  ثٍلاََث ، نِْم  هٍدَحِاوَ 

، هِیذِؤُْی هَُباَب  هِْیلَعَ  قُِلْغُی  رِاَّدلا  یِف  هُعَمَ  نُوکُیَ  نْمَ  ضُْعَب 

.هِیذِؤُْی هِجِِئاوَحَ  یَلإِ  هِقِیرِطَ  یِف  نْمَ  وْأَ  هِیذِؤُْی ، رٌاجَ  وْأَ 

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  ثَعَبََل  لٍبَجَ  هَِّلُق  یلَعَ  اًنِمؤُْم  َّنأَ  وَْلوَ 
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اًسْنأُ لاَ هِِنامَ  _ يإِ نِْم  هَُل  لُعَجْیَوَ  هِیذِؤُْی ، اًناطَْیشَ  هِْیلَعَ 

.دٍحَأَ یَلإِ  هُعَمَ  شُحِوْتَسْیَ 

A faithful believer cannot

escape one of the following three things although he may encounter all of

them: he may be harmed by one of the members of his family who lives with him

in the same house, or one of his neighbors, or one who impedes him from

managing his affairs. Even if a faithful believer secludes himself on a

mountain summit, Almighty Allah will send a devil from which the believer may

seek refuge. Almighty Allah will designate for him friendship derived from

(his own faith due to which he will never feel lonely. (3

p: 155

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:487, S. 86, H. 1 [- 3 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:484, S. 85, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:484, S. 85, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 3
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:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

مُصِْقتَ یِتَّلا  مِصِاوَقَْلا  نَِم 

يأَرَ نْإِوَ  اهَافَخْأَ  هًنَسَحَ  يأَرَ  نْإِ  ءِوُّسلا  رُاجَ  رَهَّْظلا 

.اهَاشَْفأَ هًئَِّیسَ 

A wicked neighbor is like

(, a stab in the back. If this neighbor sees a kind act (from another neighbor

(he conceals it; however, if he notices a misdeed, he divulges it. (1

p: 156

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:491, S. 89, H. 1 [- 3 - ] 1
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Chapter Two: Superstructure Of Rules And Foundations

Point

Religious and Traditional Laws . 1

Passivity and Control over Emotions . 2

Justice and Fair play . 3

Good manners and Being Loved by People . 4

Kind Acts and Precedence in Charity . 5

(Idealism and Distinctive Behavior(unique, different . 6

p: 157
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The superstructure of the rules and foundations of social relations plays a major role
in man’s self-perfection. Although these points have been discussed under the title of
self-strife (struggle with the self), they will be mentioned hereinafter because they

.also play a chief role in social relations

Religious and Traditional Laws

Compliance with Religious Duties

Both religion and tradition have decided a number of rights and duties, some of which
:are as follows

It is obligatory upon Muslims to keep the secrets of their brethren-in-faith . 1
unrevealed, especially when they hear them saying something in a gathering or when
they are asked to keep certain matters secret. A tradition holds that meetings be

.based on confidentiality. (1) However, there are certain exceptions in this connection

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

سُِلاجَمَْلا

.هَِنامَلأَاِب

(Meetings must be confidential. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

سُِلاجَمَْلا

هُمُُتکْیَ ثٍیدِحَِب  ثَِّدحَُی  نْأَ  دٍحَلأَِ  سَْیَلوَ  هَِنامَلأَاِب ،

هَُل اًرکْذِ  وْأَ  هًقَِث  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  َّلاإِ  هِِنذْإِِب ، َّلاإِ  هُُبحِاصَ 

.رٍْیخَِب

Meetings must be confidential. It is therefore not allowed that anybody
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speak of an issue concealed by the person involved without obtaining his

permission, unless the addressee is trustworthy or the issue entails good

(reputation of the person which it is about. (3

p: 159

.This means that everything said in a meeting must be kept secret [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:471, S. 71, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:471, S. 71, H. 3 [- 3 - ] 3
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:The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

َّلاإِ هَِنامَلأَاِب  سُِلاجَمَْلا 

سٌِلجْمَ وْأَ  مٌارَحَ ، مٌدَ  هِیِف  کَفِسُ  سٌِلجْمَ  سَِلاجَمَ : هََثلاََث 

لٌامَ هِیِف  ُّلحَتَسُْی  سٌِلجْمَ  وْأَ  مٌارَحَ ، جٌرْفَ  هِیِف  َّلحُِتسْإ 

.هِِّقحَ رِْیغَِب  مٌارَحَ 

All meetings must be held

in confidence except three: an assembly in which honorable blood is shed, a gathering

in which chastity of an honorable individual is violated, or an assembly in

(which one’s property is wrongfully violated. (1

The Holy Legislator has urged that promises, pledges, and covenants must be . 2
fulfilled. Accordingly, promises have been raised to the level of covenants with regard

.to the obligation of fulfilling them

:In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

اللهِاِب نُِمؤُْی  نَاکَ  نْمَ 

.دَعَوَ اذَإِ  فِیَْلفَ  رِخِلآا  مِوْیَْلاوَ 

Whoever truly believes in

(Allah and the Last Day must keep faith with his promise. (2

:Hisham ibn Salim has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

هُدَ عِ_

أَدََب اللهِا  فِْل  _ خُِبفَ فََل  _ خْأَ _نْ  مَفَ هَُل ، هَرَا  _ َّفکَ رٌذْ لاَ  هُا نَ_ _ خَأَ نِِمؤْمُْلا 

نَوُلعَْفتَ اَل  امَ  اوُلوقُتَ  نْأَ  هَِّللا  دَْنعِ  اتًْقمَ  رَُبکَ  نَوُلعَْفتَ  اَل  امَ  نَوُلوقُتَ  مَِل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ  هُُلوْقَ : کَِلذَوَ  ضََّرعَتَ ، _هِ  تِْقمَِلوَ
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A faithful believer’s

promise to his brother-in-faith is a non-expiable vow. Hence, whoever breaks

his promise has in fact broken his promise with Almighty Allah, exposing

himself to His wrath. This is the meaning of Almighty Allah’s saying, “O you

who believe! Why do you say that which you do not do? It is most hateful to

(Allah that you should say that which you do not do. (61:2-3)” (3

p: 160

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:471, S. 71, H. 4 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:515, S. 109, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:515, S. 109, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 3
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Islam has deemed it obligatory to be honest in speech and in one’s dealings with . 3
:others. In this regard, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

سِاَّنلِل هًاعَدُ  اوُنوکُ 

دَاهَِتجْلإا مُکُْنِم  اوْرَیَِل  مْکُِتنَسِْلأ ، رِْیغَِب  رِْیخَْلاِب 

.عَرَوَْلاوَ قَدِّْصلاوَ 

Act as heralds to goodness

in the milieus of people by other means besides your tongues (i.e. speech) so

(that they can become aware of your diligence, honesty, and piety. (1

Zayd ibn `Ali has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet (S)
:said

اًدغَ یِّنِم  مْکَُبرَْقأَ  َّنإِ 

مْکُادَآوَ ثِیدِحَْلِل  مْکُُقدَصْأَ  هًعَافَشَ  َّیلَعَ  مْکُبَجَوْأَوَ 

.سِاَّنلا نَِم  مْکُُبرَْقأَوَ  اًقُلخُ  مْکُُنسَحْأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَِل 

Verily, the closest of you

all to me and the worthiest of winning my intercession tomorrow is the most

honest in speech, the most observant of trusts, the most well-mannered, and

(the closest to people. (2

Islam has determined a number of reciprocal duties of faithful believers towards . 4
.each other. Let us now refer to some more traditions dealing with this topic

p: 161

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:513, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
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.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:514, S. 108, H. 8 [- 3 - ] 2
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Mu`alla ibn Khunays has reported that he once asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about the
.duties of Muslims toward one another

:The Imam (‘a) explained

، تٍابَجِاوَ قٍوقُحُ  عُْبسَ  هَُل 

هُْنِم عََّیضَ  نْإِ  بٌجِاوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  وَهُوَ  َّلاإِ  ٌّقحَ  َّنهُْنِم  امَ 

هِیِف نْکُیَ اللهِ  مَْلوَ  هِِتعَاطَوَ ، اللهِا  هِیَلاَوِ  نِْم  جَرَخَ  اًئْیشَ 

.بٌیصَِن

Muslims enjoy seven rights

over one another. Each right is so obligatory that if one violates any of

,them, he will be cast out from loyalty and obedience to Almighty Allah

.losing any share of his relation to Almighty Allah

?” May Allah accept me as ransom for you,” Mu`alla asked, “What are these rights“

:The Imam (‘a) replied

کَْیلَعَ یِّنإِ  یَّلعَُم ، ایَ 

.لَمَْعتَ لاَوَ  مَلَْعتَوَ  ظَفَحْتَ ، لاَوَ  عَِّیضَُت  نْأَ  فُاخَأَ  قٌیفِشَ 

O Mu`alla, I fear lest you

violate and defy these rights or that you learn them but fail to act upon

.them

.There is no power except with Allah,” answered Mu`alla“

:The Imam (‘a) then began to reckon these rights saying
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رُسَْیأَ

امَ هَُل  هُرَکْتَوَ  کَسِْفنَِل  ُّبحُِت  امَ  هَُل  َّبحُِت  نْأَ  اهَْنِم  ٍّقحَ 

هُطَخَسَ بَِنتَجْتَ  نْأَ  یِناَّثلا  ُّقحَْلاوَ  .کَسِْفنَِل  هُرَکْتَ 

نْأَ ثُِلاَّثلا  ُّقحَْلاوَ  .هُرَْمأَ  عَیطُِتوَ  هُتَاضَرْمَ  عَِبَّتتَوَ 

ُّقحَْلاوَ .کَِلجْرِوَ  كَدِیَوَ  کَِناسَِلوَ  کَِلامَوَ  کَسِْفنَِب  هُنَیعُِت 

ُّقحَْلاوَ .هُتَآرِْموَ  هُلَیِلدَوَ  هُنَْیعَ  نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  عُِباَّرلا 

لاَوَ أُمَظْیَوَ  يوَرْتَ  لاَوَ  عُوجُیَوَ  عَبَشْتَ  نْأَ لاَ  سُِماخَْلا 

سَْیَلوَ مٌدِاخَ  کََل  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  سُدِاَّسلا  ُّقحَْلاوَ  .يرَْعیَوَ  سَبَْلتَ 

هَُبایَِث لُسِْغتَفَ  کَمَدِاخَ  ثَعَْبتَ  نْأَ  بٌجِاوَفَ  مٌدِاخَ  کَیخِلأَِ 

نْأَ عُِباَّسلا  ُّقحَْلاوِ  .هُشَارَِف  دُِّهمَُتوَ  هُمَاعَطَ  عُنَصْتَوَ 

دَهَشْتَوَ هُضَیرِمَ  دَوعُتَوَ  هُتَوَعْدَ  بَیجُِتوَ  هُمَسَقَ  َّربَتَ 

یَلإِ هُرَدِابَُت  هًجَاحَ  هَُل  َّنأَ  تَمِْلعَ  اذَإِوَ  هُتَزَانَجَ ،

هُرُدِابَُت نْکَِلوَ  اهَکََلأَسْیَ ، نْأَ  یَلإِ  هُئَجِْلُت  لاَوَ  اهَِئاضَقَ ،

هِِتیَلاَوِِب کَتَیَلاَوِ  تَْلصَوَ  کَِلذَ  تَْلعَفَ  اذَإِفَ  هًرَدَابَُم ،

.کَِتیَلاَوِِب هُتَیَلاَوِوَ 

The easiest of these rights is that you must like for your

brother-in-faith whatever you like for yourself and dislike for him whatever

you dislike for yourself. The second right is that you keep yourself away

from whatever enrages him, follow whatever pleases him, and obey his

instructions. The third right is that you help him with your self, your
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finances, your tongue, your hand, and your foot. The fourth right is that you

act as his eye, guide, and mirror. The fifth right is that you must not eat

your fill while he is hungry, quench your thirst while he is thirsty, and

dress yourself while he is unclothed. The sixth right is that you must not

have a servant while he does not have one—it is therefore obligatory upon you

to send your servant to wash his clothes, cook food for him, and prepare his

bed. The seventh right is that you must help him fulfill his oaths, accept

when he invites you, visit his sick, present yourself in funeral ceremonies that

,relate to him, and take the initiative to resolve his needs. In this regard

you must not wait until he asks you to help him resolve his need; rather, you

must be the first to take action. If you do all these things, then you will

(have bonded your friendship to his and his friendship to yours. (1

p: 162

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:544, S. 122, H. 7 [- 2 - ] 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1323 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_162_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Abstaining from Forbidden Acts

Many laws have been enacted by the Holy Legislator to command abstention from
:prohibited acts, such as

It is impermissible to enter the houses of others before obtaining their permission. . 1
Furthermore, it is obligatory to inform the occupants of a house before entering it

because the souls of Muslims, and their properties, chastity, and

p: 163
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.private affairs are inviolable

Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi-`Abdullah has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) for`
:an explanation of Almighty Allah’s saying in the Holy Qur'an

اهَِلهْأَ یلَعَ  اومُِّلسَُتوَ  اوسُِنأْتَسْتَ  یَّتحَ  مْکُِتوُیُب  رَْیغَ  اتًوُیُب  اوُلخُدْتَ  اَل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O you who believe! Do not

enter houses other than your own houses until you have asked permission and

(saluted their inmates. (24:27

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) answered

لِْعَّنلا عُْقوَ  سُانَیِتسْلإا 

.مُیِلسَّْتلاوَ

Asking permission (in this

(verse) signifies making a sound with one’s shoes and giving the greeting. (1

When entering a house, it is required to sit where the owner of the house instructs the
.guest to sit

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted his father as saying

یلَعَ مْکُدُحَأَ  لَخَدَ  اذَإِ 

، لِحَّْرلا بُحِاصَ  هُرُُمأْیَ  ثُْیحَ  دْعُْقیَْلفَ  هِِلحْرَ  یِف  هِیخِأَ 

لِخِاَّدلا نَِم  هِِتْیَب  هِرَوْعَِب  فُرَعْأَ  لِحَّْرلا  بَحِاصَ  َّنإِفَ 

.هِْیلَعَ

When you enter the house

of one of your brethren-in-faith, you should sit where the owner of the house
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tells you to sit because he knows the private places in his house more than a

(guest does. (2

Islam has forbidden cunning, envy, cheating, and betrayal. In this connection, Imam . 2
:al-Riza (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet (S) said

p: 164

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:454, S. 50, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:476, S. 78, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
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لاَفَ اًمِلسُْم  نَاکَ  نْمَ 

َّنإِ لُوقُیَ : لَیِئرَْبجَ  تُْعمِسَ  یِّنإِفَ  عْدَخْیَ ، لاَوَ  رْکُمْیَ 

.رِاَّنلا یِف  هَعَیدِخَْلاوَ  رَکْمَْلا 

,Whoever is a true Muslim

,must not deceive or cheat others, for I have heard Archangel Gabriel say

.” Deception and cheating lead to the Fire“

َّشغَ نْمَ  اَّنِم  سَْیَل 

.اًمِلسُْم نَاخَ  نْمَ  اَّنِم  سَْیَلوَ  اًمِلسُْم ،

He does not belong to us

.who cheats a Muslim, and he does not belong to us who betrays a Muslim

حَوُّرلا لَیِئرَْبجَ  َّنإِ 

ایَ لَاقَفَ : نَیمَِلاعَْلا  ِّبرَ  دِْنعِ  نِْم  َّیلَعَ  لَزََن  نَیِملأَا 

بَهَذَ قُِلخُْلا  ءَوسُ  َّنإِفَ  قُِلخُْلا ، نِسْحُِب  کَْیلَعَ  دَّمحَُم ،

مْکُُنسَحْأَ یِب  مْکُهَبَشْأَ  َّنإِوَ  لاَأَ  .هِرَخِلآاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  رِْیخَِب 

.اًقُلخُ

,The Trustworthy Spirit

Gabriel, descended to me from the Lord of the Worlds and said to me, “O

Muhammad, adhere to good manners because bad manners take away the wealth of

this world and the next.” Verily, the most similar of you to me is the most

(mannerly. (1
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:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

رَکْمَْلا َّنأَ  لاَوَْل 

.سِاَّنلا رَکَْمأَ  تُْنکَُل  رِاَّنلا  یِف  هَعَیدِخَْلاوَ 

Were it not for the fact

that cunning and deception lead to Hellfire, I would have been the most

(cunning of all people. (2

Islam has forbidden telling lies in all of its forms and degrees and in all fields, . 3
(. especially in relations with others (except in a few situations, like peacemaking

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said
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َّزعَ اللهَا  َّنإِ 

لِافَْقلأَا کَْلتَ  حَیِتافَمَ  لَعَجَوَ  لاًافَْقأَ  ِّرَّشلِل  لَعَجَ  َّلجَوَ 

.بِارََّشلا نَِم  ٌّرشَ  بُذِکَْلاوَ  بَارََّشلا ،

,Verily

Almighty Allah has made locks for evils and made drinking intoxicants the

master key of all evils. Nonetheless, telling lies is more horrible than

(drinking intoxicants. (1

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

مِِلسْمُْلا لِجَُّرلِل  یغِبَْنیَ 

ءَیجِیَ یَّتحَ  بُذِکْیَ  هَُّنإِفَ  بِاَّذکَْلا ، هَاخَاؤَُم  بَِنتَجْیَ  نْأَ 

.قَُّدصَُی لاَفَ  قِدِّْصلاِب 

A Muslim individual is

required to avoid association with liars, because liars are not believed even

(if they tell the truth. (2

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

، نِْیسَحُْلا نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  نَاکَ 

رَیغَِّصلا بَذِکَْلا ؛ اوقَُّتإِ  هِدِْلوِِل : لُوقُیَ  مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ 

بَذِکَ اذَإِ  لَجَُّرلا  َّنإِفَ  لٍزْهُوَ ، ٍّدجِ  ِّلکُ  یِف  رَیِبکَْلاوَ ، هُْنِم 

لَوسُرَ َّنأَ  مُْتمِْلعَ  امَأَ  .رِیِبکَْلا  یلَعَ  أَرَتَجْإ  رِیغَِّصلا  یِف 

قُدُصْیَ دُْبعَْلا  لُازَیَ  امَ  لَاقَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا 
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یَّتحَ بُذِکْیَ  دُْبعَْلا  لُازَیَ  امَوَ  اًقیِّدصِ ، اللهُا  هُبَُتکْیَ  یَّتحَ 

.اًباَّذکَ اللهُا  هُبَُتکْیَ 

(Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a`

used to say to his sons, “Guard yourselves against telling lies, be they

trivial or significant, serious or playful. If one lies about an

insignificant matter, he will have the courage to lie in great things. Know that

the Messenger of Allah (S) has said: ‘Some servants (of Allah) keep on

telling only the truth until they are recorded before Allah as being veracious

forever. Other servants keep on telling untruths until they are recorded with

(Allah as liar forever.” (3

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said
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ٌّدجِ بِذِکَْلا  نَِم  حُُلصْیَ  لاَ 

.هَُل یفِیَ  َّمُث لاَ  هَُّیِبصَ  مْکُدُحَأَ  دَعِیَ  نْأَ  لاَوَ  لٌزْهُ ، لاَوَ 

یَلإِ يدِهْیَ  رُوجُفُْلاوَ  رِوجُفُْلا ، یَلإِ  يدِهْیَ  بَذِکَْلا  َّنإِ 

.رَجُفَوَ بَذِکَ  لَاقَُی : یَّتحَ  بُذِکْیَ  مْکُدُحُأَ  لُازَیَ  امَوَ  رِاَّنلا ،

هٍرَْبإِ عُضِوْمَ  یقَْبیَ  یَّتحَ لاَ  بُذِکْیَ  مْکُدُحَأَ  لُازَیَ  امَوَ 

.اًباَّذکَ اللهِا  دَْنعِ  یَّمسَُیفَ  قٌدْصِ ،

It is improper to tell

untruths whether seriously or jokingly and it is improper to promise your child

something and then fail to keep your promise. Verily, telling lies leads to

sinfulness and sinfulness leads to Hellfire. One may keep on telling lies

continuously until he is known as a liar and perpetually sinful. One may keep

on telling lies continuously until his heart becomes void of any space for

honesty, be it as tiny as a needle’s place, and then he is recorded with

(Almighty Allah as liar forever. (1

.Islam has warned against double-dealing and double-talk in social relations . 4

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نَیمِِلسْمُْلا یَقَِل  نْمَ 

نِْم نِاَناسَِل  هَُلوَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  ءَاجَ  نِْیَناسَِلوَ  نِْیهَجْوَِب 

.رٍاَن

Whoever deals with Muslims
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with two faces and two tongues, will come on the Day of Resurrection having

(two tongues of fire. (2

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

نُوکُیَ دٌْبعَ  دُْبعَْلا  سَْئِب 

هُُلکُأْیَوَ اًدهِاشَ  هُاخَأَ  يرِطُْی  نِْیَناسَِل ، اذَوَ  نِْیهَجْوَ  اذَ 

.هَُلذَخَ یَِلُتْبا  نِإِوَ  هُدَسَحَ ، یَطِعْأُ  نْإِ  .اًبِئاغَ 

Extremely wretched is the

servant (of Allah) who has two faces and two tongues. He flatters his

brother-in-faith in his presence but devours (i.e. backbites) him when he is

absent. If his brother-in-faith gets something good, he will envy him, but if

(he is afflicted with a problem, he will disappoint him. (3
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Islam has deemed forbidden cutting off one’s relations with faithful believers, . 5
.provoking their animosity, or intending evil to them

:Through various chains of authority, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هِیخِلأَِ لُجَُّرلا  لَاقَ  اذَإِ 

، يِّودُعَ تَْنأَ  لَاقَ : اذَإِوَ  .هِِتیَلاَوِ  نِْم  جَرَخَ  ٍّفأُ ، نِِمؤْمُْلا :

وَهُوَ لاًمَعَ  نٍِمؤُْم  نِْم  اللهُا  لُبَْقیَ  لاَوَ  .امَهُدُحُأَ  رَفَکَ 

.اًءوسُ نِِمؤْمُْلا  هِیخِأَ  یلَعَ  رٌمِضُْم 

If one says to one’s

brother-in-faith, “Ugh!” then their friendship is ruptured. If one says, “You

are my enemy!” then one of them has abandoned faith. Almighty Allah will

(never accept any deed of a believer who intends evil to his brother-in-faith. (1

Islam has warned against having bad opinions about faithful believers or accusing . 6
.them of anything improper

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هُاخَأَ نُِمؤْمُْلا  مَهََّتإ  اذَإِ 

.ءِامَْلا یِف  حُْلمِْلا  ثُامَْنیَ  امَکَ  هِِبْلقَ  یِف  نُامَ  _ يلإِا ثَامَْنإ 

If a believer accuses his

brother-in-faith of something, his faith will dissolve from his heart in the

(same way salt dissolves in water. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying
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یلَعَ کَیخِأَ  رَْمأَ  عْضَ 

َّنَّنظُتَ لاَوَ  کَُبِلْغیَ ، امَ  هُْنِم  کَیَِتأْیَ  یَّتحَ  هِِنسَحْأَ 

رِْیخَْلا یِف  اهََل  دُجِتَ  تَْنأَوَ  اًءوسُ  کَیخِأَ  نِْم  تْجَرَخَ  هٍمَِلکَِب 

.لاًمَحْمَ

Give the best probability

to the deed of your brother-in-faith until you receive from him something

that tears down the likelihood of good. Never deem evil any word that has

been said by your brother-in-faith as long as you can find an acceptable

(excuse for it. (1
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Passivity and Control over Emotions

Control over emotions and praiseworthy qualities

It is noticeable that whenever Islam discusses the topic of the praiseworthy qualities
that man must enjoy or the characteristics due to which one can be a true faithful
believer, it lays much stress on qualities appertaining to the psychological aspect—

.emotions and passivity

:In this regard, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نْأَ نِِمؤْمُْلِل  یغِبَْنیَ 

دَْنعِ اًروُبصَ  زِهِازَهَْلا ، دَْنعِ  اًروُقوَ  لٍاصَخِ : یِنامََث  هِیِف  نَوکُیَ 

لاَ اللهُا ، هُقَزَرَ  امَِب  اًعِناقَ  ءِاخََّرلا ، دَْنعِ  اًروکُشَ  ءِلاَبَْلا ،

یِف هُْنِم  هُُندََب  ءِاقَدِصْلأَِل ، لُمَاحَتَیَ  لاَوَ  ءَادَعْلأَا ، مُِلظْیَ 

، نِِمؤْمُْلا لُیِلخَ  مَْلعِْلا  َّنإِ  .هٍحَارَ  یِف  هُْنِم  سُاَّنلاوَ  بٍعَتَ 

، هُوخُأَ قَْفِّرلاوَ  هِدِوُنجُ ، رُیِمأَ  لَْقعَْلاوَ  هُرُیزِوَ ، مَْلحِْلاوَ 

.هُدُِلاوَ َّرِبْلاوَ 

A faithful believer is required to enjoy eight characteristics: he

should be venerable in various situations, steadfast in misfortunes, thankful

in luxury, satisfied with whatever sustenance Almighty Allah has determined for

him; he should not oppress his enemies or overtax his associates, and he

should tax his body and make people feel at ease because of him. Knowledge is

the comrade of the faithful believer, clemency his supporter, patience the

(commander of his army, lenience his brother, and charity his father.(1
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:The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

هِیِف َّنکُ  نْمَ  لٍاصَخِ  ثُلاََث 

یِف هُاضَرِ  هُْلخِدُْی  مَْل  یَضِرَ  اذَإَ  نِامَ : _ يلإِا لَاصَخِ  لَمَکْتَسْإ 

نْإِوَ ِّقحَْلا ، نَِم  بُضَغَْلا  هُجْرِخُْی  مَْل  بَضِغَ  اذَإِوَ  لٍطِاَب ،

.هَُل سَْیَل  امَ  طَاعَتَیَ  مَْل  رَدَقَ 

The features of

faithfulness are complete for those who enjoy three characteristics: if they

are pleased, their pleasure does not lead them to do wrong; if they are

displeased, their displeasure does not cause them to relinquish that which is

right; and if they have power over others, their power does not lead them to

(seize what is not theirs. (2
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

مْکُهِبَشْأَِب مْکُرُِبخْأُ  لاَأَ 

مْکُُّرَبأَوَ اًفنَکَ ، مْکُُنیَْلأَوَ  اًقُلخُ ، مْکُُنسَحْأَ  یِب ؟

مْکُرُبَصْأَوَ هِِنیدِ ، یِف  هِِناوَخْلإِ  اًّبحُ  مْکُُّدشَأَوَ  هِِتَبارَقَِب ،

، اًوْفعَ مْکُُنسَحْأَوَ  ظِْیغَْلِل ، مْکُمُظَکْأَوَ  ِّقحَْلا ، یلَعَ 

.بِضَغَْلاوَ اضَِّرلا  یِف  اًفاصَْنإِ  هِسِْفَن  نِْم  مْکُُّدشَأَوَ 

May I introduce those who

are the most closely related of all of you to me?....They are the most

mannerly of all of you, the most tractable, the most pious to their

relatives, the most affectionate to their brethren-in-faith, the most

steadfast in accepting the truth, the most suppressive of their rage, the

(most forgiving, and the fairest whether he is satisfied or furious. (1
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Models of Praiseworthy Qualities

Sedulity in Obedience to Almighty Allah and Steadfastness against Disobedience

Sedulity in obedience to Almighty Allah and steadfastness against disobedience to
Him manifest themselves on the top of the list of praiseworthy qualities and righteous

.deeds

:According to an authentic tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هِمَایَقِْلا مُوْیَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

نْمَ لُاقَُیفَ : هَِّنجَْلا ، بَاَب  نَوُتأْیَفَ  سِاَّنلا  نَِم  قٌُنعُ  مُوقُیَ 

مَلاَعَ مْهَُل : لُاقَُیفَ  .رِْبَّصلا  لُهْأَ  نُحَْن  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : مُْتْنأَ ؟

رُِبصَْنوَ اللهِا ، هِعَاطَ  یلَعَ  رُِبصَْن  اَّنکُ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : مُْترْبَصَ ؟

مُهُوُلخِدْأَ .اوُقدَصَ  َّلجَوَ : َّزعَ  اللهُا  لُوقُیَفَ  .اللهِا  یصِاعَمَ  نْعَ 

بٍاسَحِ رِْیغَِب  مْهُرَجْأَ  نَورُِباَّصلا  یَّفوَُی  امََّنإِ  َّلجَوَ : َّزعَ  اللهِا  لُوْقَ  وَهُوَ  .هََّنجَْلا 

,On the Day of Resurrection

a group of people will stand up and come towards the gate of Paradise. When asked
about their identity, they will answer, “We are the people of

steadfastness.” “In what fields have you practiced steadfastness?” they will

be asked. “We have been sedulous in obedience to Almighty Allah and steadfast

against disobedience to Him,” they will answer. Then, Almighty Allah will

say, “They are truthful. Allow them to enter Paradise.” This is the

explanation of Almighty Allah’s saying, “Only the patient will be paid back

(their reward in full without measure. (39:10)” (1
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p: 172

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:186, S. 19, H. 1. In this very section of the [- 1 - ] 1
reference book, there are many traditions implying the same idea. It is therefore

.advisable to refer to them
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Chastity

Qualities like chastity of appetite (i.e. abstinence from going after illegally acquired
provisions), private parts (i.e. abstinence from unlawful sexual intercourse), and sight
(i.e. abstinence from unlawful glances) have been classified as the best acts of

.worship

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

دَْنعِ لَضَْفأَ  هٌدَابَعِ  امَ 

.جٍرْفَوَ نٍطَْب  هَِّفعِ  نِْم  اللهِا 

There is no act of worship

more favorable in the view of Almighty Allah than chastity of the appetite and

(private parts. (1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is also reported to have said

ُّلکُ

یِف تْرَهِسَ  نٌْیعَ  ثٍلاََث : رُْیغَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هٌیَکِاَب  نٍْیعَ 

نْعَ تَّْضغَ  نٌْیعَوَ  اللهِا ، هِیَشْخَ  نِْم  تْضَافَ  نٌْیعَوَ  اللهِا ، لِیِبسَ 

.اللهِا مِرِاحَمَ 

All eyes will be weeping on the Day of Resurrection

except for three eyes: an eye that spent a night sleeplessly for Allah’s

sake, an eye that shed tears in fear of Allah, and an eye that was cast down in

(order not to gaze upon that which Allah has prohibited. (2

Forbearance
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The quality of forbearance, which can be defined as pardoning and closing one’s eyes
to flaws of others in situations of rage although there is power to punish, is considered
one of the conditions on which the acceptance of one’s devotional acts are
contingent. In other words, one cannot be regarded as true worshipper unless one is

characterized by forbearance, which is also the best support
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.in one’s social movement and relations with others

:Muhammad ibn `Abdullah has reported that he heard Imam al-Riza (‘a) saying

اًدِباعَ لُجَُّرلا  نُوکُیَ  لاَ 

یِنَب یِف  دََّبعَتَ  اذَإِ  نَاکَ  لَجَُّرلا  َّنإِوَ  اًمیِلحَ ، نَوکُیَ  یَّتحَ 

رَشْعَ کَِلذَ  لَْبقَ  تَمِصْیَ  یَّتحَ  اًدِباعَ  َّدعَُی  مَْل  لَیِئارَسْإِ 

.نَیِنسِ

Man cannot be a true

worshipper unless he becomes forbearing. Among the Children of Israel, a man

who devoted his entire life to worshipping Almighty Allah would not be

(considered a true worshipper unless he had stopped talking for ten years. (1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have quoted Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) as saying

لُجَُّرلا یِنُبجِْعُیَل  هَُّنإِ 

.هِِبضَغَ دَْنعِ  هُمُْلحِ  هُکَرِدُْی  نْأَ 

I admire men who control themselves

(in situations of rage. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

امَ

.ُّطقَ مٍْلحِِب  َّلذَأَ  لاَوَ  ُّطقَ ، لٍهْجَِب  اللهُا  َّزعَأَ 

Almighty Allah has never bestowed honor to anyone due to

(impatience and has never humiliated anyone because of forbearance. (3
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Clemency

Clemency, which signifies gentleness or mildness in the exercise of authority or power
as the opposite of violence and coarseness, has been encouraged by Islam, because

it
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.plays a significant role in the various fields of man’s life

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

قُرَخَْلاوَ نٌمُْی ، قُْفِّرلا 

.مٌؤْشُ

Clemency is a blessing

(while harshness is an evil omen. (1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

یلَعَ عْضَوُی  مَْل  قَْفِّرلا  َّنإِ 

.هَُناشَ َّلاإِ  ءٍیْشَ  نِْم  عَزُِن  لاَوَ  هَُنازَ ، َّلاإِ  ءٍیْشَ 

Clemency is an embellishment

(for everything, and its lack, ruins everything. (2

Hisham ibn Ahmar has reported that when he engaged himself in a dispute with
:someone belonging to the other sect, Imam al-Riza (‘a) advised him saying

قِْفرْإِ

نَاکَ نْمَ  یِف  رَْیخَ  لاَوَ  هِِبضَغَ ، یِف  مْهُدُحَأَ  رَفَکَ  نْإِفَ  مْهِِب ،

.هِِبضَغَ یِف  هُرُْفکُ 

Treat them with clemency, because the word of disbelief

is in most cases said when one is enraged. Worthless is he who utters the

(word of disbelief when enraged. (3

Modesty
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Defined as decorum in manners and conduct, modesty elevates man and raises him
to the highest rank. For this reason, Islam has added modesty to the list of righteous

.qualities

:Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying
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نِْیکَلَمَ ءِامََّسلا  یِف  َّنإِ 

رََّبکَتَ نْمَوَ  هُاعَفَرَ ، عَضَاوَتَ اللهِ  نْمَفَ  دِابَعِْلاِب ، نِْیلََّکوَُم 

.هُاعَضَوَ

In the heavens, there are

’two angels commissioned by Almighty Allah to watch over His servants

conduct; therefore, they will raise him who behaves modestly for the sake of

(Almighty Allah, but they will put down him who acts arrogantly. (1

:In the sense of traditions, modesty is defined as follows

نْأَ ُّبحُِت  امَ  سَاَّنلا  یَطِْعُت  نْأَ  عُضُاوََّتلا ) )

.هُاطَْعُت

Modesty is to give people whatever you wish to receive

(from them. (2

( عُضُاوََّتلا )

اهَُلزِْنُیفَ هِسِْفَن  رَدْقَ  ءُرْمَْلا  فَرِْعیَ  نْأَ  اهَْنِم  تٌاجَرَدَ ،

َّلاإِ دٍحَأَ  یَلإِ  یَِتأْیَ  نْأَ  ُّبحُِی  لاَ  مٍیِلسَ ، بٍْلقَِب  اهَتََلزِْنمَ 

.هِنَسَحَْلاِب اهَأَرَدَ  هًئَِّیسَ  يأَرَ  نْإِ  .هِْیَلإِ  یتَؤُْی  امَ  لَْثِم 

.نَیِنسِحْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  اللهُاوَ  سِاَّنلا ، نِعَ  فٍاعَ  ظِْیغَْلا ، مُظِاکَ 

Modesty is of different ranks one of which is that one

should know the actual value of oneself and then place it where it should be

with sound heart. Therefore, one should never like for others that which one
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does not like for oneself. If he receives an evil act, he must repel it with

a kind act. He must also suppress his anger and forgive others, for Allah

(loves those who do good to others. (3

( عُضُاوََّتلا )

نْمَ یلَعَ  مَِّلسَُی  نْأَوَ  سِِلجْمَْلا ، نَودُ  سِِلجْمَْلاِب  یضَرْیَ  نْأَ 

نْأَ َّبحُِت  لاَوَ  اًقّحُِم ، نَاکَ  نْإِوَ  ءَارَمِْلا  كَرُْتیَ  نْأَوَ  یقَْلیَ ،

.يوَْقَّتلا یلَعَ  دَمَحُْت 

Modesty is to content yourself to sit in a place less

than your actual position, to greet whomever you meet, to avoid disputation

even if you are right, and to dislike for yourself to be praised for your

(piety. (4
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have narrated the following

Al-Najashi, the Abyssinian king, summoned Ja`far ibn Abi-Talib and his companions

and they responded to his summon. When they visited him, they found him sitting on
the bare ground wearing ragged clothes. Seeing this scene, Ja`far and his
companions felt great pity for the king that the colors of their faces changed. When

the king noticed their surprise, he said to them, “All praise is due to Allah Who has
given victory to Muhammad and delighted him. May I convey to you this glad news?”
“Yes, king!” answered Ja`far, “You may.” The king then said, “A few minutes ago, one
of my spies in your country came to me and informed me that Almighty Allah had
given victory to His Prophet, Muhammad, and annihilated his enemies. Moreover,
some personalities had been taken as prisoners. The two armies met in a shrubby
vale called Badr. I know this place very well, because I used to shepherd my master’s

.” sheep there, who was a man from the tribe of Damarah

Ja`far then asked the king, “Why are you sitting on the bare ground and wearing such
?” ragged clothes

The king answered, “Within the revelations of Almighty Allah to Prophet Jesus, we
read that one of His servants’ duties towards Him is that whenever Almighty Allah
bestows a blessing to one of His servants, that servant must in return show his Lord a
sort of modesty. Carrying out this duty, I am showing a sort of modesty because

.” Almighty Allah has favored me with the blessing of giving victory to Muhammad

:When the Holy Prophet (S) was informed about this incident, he said

p: 177
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، هًرَْثکَ اهَبَحِاصَ  دُیزِتَ  هَقَدََّصلا  َّنإِ 

هُبَحِاصَ دُیزِیَ  عَضُاوََّتلا  َّنإِوَ  اللهُا ، مُکُمْحَرْیَ  اوُقَّدصَتَفَ 

دُیزِیَ وَْفعَْلا  َّنإِوَ  اللهُا ، مُکُْعفَرْیَ  اوعُضَاوَتَفَ  هًعَْفرِ ،

.اللهُا مُکَُّزعُِی  اوفُعْافَ  اًزّعِ ، هُبَحِاصَ 

Verily, almsgiving increases the wealth of its giver“

abundantly; therefore, give alms so that Almighty Allah will have mercy upon

you. Likewise, modesty raises the modest persons’ eminence; therefore, show

modesty so that Almighty Allah will raise your eminence. Forgiveness

increases the forgivers’ dignity; therefore, forgive people so that Almighty

(Allah will confer dignity upon you.” (1

:Mu`awiyah ibn Wahab has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

اوُنَّیزَتَوَ مَْلعِْلا  اوُبُلطْأُ 

هَُنومُِّلعَُت نْمَِل  اوعُضَاوَتَوَ  رِاقَوَْلاوَ ، مِْلحِْلاِب  هُعَمَ 

اوُنوکُتَ لاَوَ  مَْلعِْلا ، هُْنِم  مُْتْبلَطَ  نْمَِل  اوعُضَاوَتَوَ  مَْلعِْلا ،

.مْکُِّقحَِب مْکُُلطِاِب  بَهَذْیَفَ  نَیرِاَّبجَ  ءَامَلَعُ 

Seek knowledge and adorn

yourselves with forbearance and solemnity while you do so. Behave humbly

towards those whom you teach and behave humbly towards those from whom you

receive knowledge. Do not be domineering scholars; otherwise, your right

(things will be eliminated by your wrong behavior. (2
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(: Muhammad ibn Sinan has reported the following from one of the Holy Imams (‘a

Jesus, the son of Mary, peace be upon both of them, said to his disciples, “O assembly

of Apostles! I have a request. Fulfill it for me.” They said, “Your request is fulfilled, O
Spirit of Allah!” Then he stood up and washed their feet. They said, “It would have

:been more proper for us to have done this, O Spirit of Allah!” Then he said
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سِاَّنلا َّقحَأَ  َّنإِ 

امَْیکَِل اذَکَهَ  تُْعضَاوَتَ  امََّنإِ  .مُِلاعَْلا  هِمَدْخِْلاِب 

عِضُاوََّتلاِب .مْکَُل  یعِضُاوَتَکَ  سِاَّنلا  یِف  يدِْعَب  اوعُضَاوَتَتَ 

تُُبْنیَ لِهَّْسلا  یِف  کَِلذَکَوَ  رُِّبکََّتلاِب ، هُمَکْحِْلا لاَ  رُمَْعُت 

.لِبَجَْلا یِف  عُرَّْزلا لاَ 

Verily, it is more fitting

for one endued with knowledge to serve the people. Indeed, I humbled myself

so that you may humble yourselves before the people after me, even as I have

humbled myself among you… Wisdom increases with humility, not by pride, and

(likewise plants grow in only soft soil, not in stone. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have narrated the following

One Thursday evening, the Holy Prophet (S) broke his fasting at Qaba Mosque and
asked for something to drink. Aws ibn Khawla, one of the Ansar, brought him a
mixture of milk and honey. As soon as the Holy Prophet (S) neared it to his mouth, he

:put it aside and said

یفَتَکُْی نِاَبارَشَ 

نْکَِلوَ هُُمِّرحَأُ ، لاَوَ  هُُبرَشْأَ  .هِِبحِاصَِب لاَ  امَهِدِحَأَ  نِْم 

نْمَوَ اللهُا ، هُعَفَرَ  عَضَاوَتَ اللهِ  نْمَ  هَُّنإِفَ  عُضَاوَتَأَ اللهِ ،

، اللهُا هُقَزَرَ  هِِتشَیعِمَ  یِف  دَصَتَْقإ  نِمَوَ  اللهُا ، هُضَفَخَ  رََّبکَتَ 

هَُّبحَأَ تِوْمَْلا  رَکْذِ  رَثَکْأَ  نْمَوَ  اللهُا ، هُمَرَحَ  رََّذَب  نْمَوَ 

.اللهُا
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This is a mixture of two

drinks one of which complements the other. I neither drink it nor avoid

drinking it; rather, I humble myself before Almighty Allah, because whoever

humbles himself before Almighty Allah He will raise him. Whoever acts

arrogantly, Almighty Allah will put him down. Likewise, whoever makes savings

,in his livelihood, Almighty Allah will provide him with abundant sustenance

but whoever squanders, Almighty Allah will deprive him of sustenance. Whoever

(mentions death too much, Almighty Allah will love him. (2

p: 179

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:219, S. 30, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:219, S. 31, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
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Good Intention and Sound Heart

Islam has enjoined to treat others with good intention and sound heart. These two
traits can be achieved by founding one’s social relations on the fact that Almighty

Allah witnesses the outward and inward thoughts and feelings. In this connection,
:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

هُنَْیَب امَ  حَلَصْأَ  نْمَ 

حَلَصْأَ نْمَوَ  سِاَّنلا ، نَْیَبوَ  هُنَْیَب  امَ  اللهُا  حَلَصْأَ  اللهِا  نَْیَبوَ 

نِْم هَُل  نَاکَ  نْمَوَ  هُایَْندُ ، رَْمأَ  هَُل  اللهُا  حَلَصْأَ  هِِترَخِآ  رَْمأَ 

.ظٌِفاحَ اللهِا  نَِم  هِْیلَعَ  نَاکَ  ظٌعِاوَ  هِسِْفَن 

Whoever keeps in order his

affairs with Allah (i.e. follows His orders sincerely), Allah will also put

his affairs with men in order. Whoever arranges for his salvation, Allah will

arrange his worldly affairs. Whoever preaches to himself, Allah will also

(protect him. (1

p: 180

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Sayings No. 89 [- 2 - ] 1
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Control over Emotions and Blameworthy Qualities

Point

The Holy Legislator has forbidden a set of psychological and emotional tendencies,
and passivity in the field of social relations. Negative emotions arouse a pessimistic

attitude towards man’s social and spiritual progress Islam has seriously warned
.against them

:These blameworthy qualities are

Love of Domination

Because the desire to dominate people is a psychological tendency that expresses
itself through man’s emotions and feelings, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) discouraged it,
observing it in the corrupt chiefs of the Muslim community in that era. Holding a
position of presidency has become a forbidden thing, in the view of some

jurisprudents, if establishment of justice is not guaranteed, and there is the
probability that it would lead to wronging the people or acting arrogantly—the two

.major serious effects of such positions

Mu`ammar ibn Khalid has reported that Imam al-Riza (‘a) condemned someone

,because he was fond of domination. The Imam (‘a) commented

یِف نِایَرِاضَ  نِابَْئذِ  امَ 

نَِم مِِلسْمُْلا  نِیدِ  یِف  َّرضَأَِب  اهَؤُاعَرِ  قََّرفَتَ  دْقَ  مٍنَغَ 

.هِسَاَئِّرلا

The destruction caused by

two ravenous wolves that attack a shepherdless herd does not injure the faith

(of a Muslim individual more than fondness for domination. (1
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.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:279, S. 50, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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:Abdullah ibn Maskan has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying`

ءِلاَؤُهَوَ مْکُاَّیإِ 

لُاعََّنلا تِقَفِخُ  امَ  اللهِاوَفَ  نَوسَُّأرَتَیَ ، نَیذَِّلا  ءَاسَؤَُّرلا 

.کَلَهْأَوَ کَلَهَ  َّلاإِ  لِجَُّرلا  فَْلخَ 

Beware of those chiefs who

are fond of domination. By Allah: any man after whom shoes are stamped

heavily (1) will certainly

(perish and send others to perdition. (2

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported, on the authority of his fathers, to have quoted the
Holy Prophet (S) as saying within the famous tradition of prohibitions (hadith al-

(manahi

لاَأَ

هُادَیَوَ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  یتَأَ  مٍوْقَ  هَفَارَعُ  یَّلوَتَ  نْمَوَ 

هُقَلَطْأَ اللهِا  رِْمأَِب  مْهِیِف  مَاقَ  نْإِفَ  هِقُِنعُ ، یَلإِ  نِاتََلوُلْغمَ 

سَْئِبوَ مََّنهَجَ  رِاَن  یِف  هِِب  يوَهَ  اًمِلاظَ  نَاکَ  نْإِوَ  اللهُا ،

.رُیصِمَْلا

Verily, whoever assumes the leadership of a people shall

come on the Day of Resurrection with both hands tied behind his neck. If he

has managed their affairs according to what Almighty Allah has commanded, he

will be released by Him, but if he has been unjust to his people, Almighty

(Allah will throw him into Hellfire; an evil destination indeed! (3
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Anger

The Holy Legislator and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have warned against anger and its
negative impact on social relations

p: 182

This expression is a metonymy of flattering the leading personalities who are [- 2 - ] 1
usually followed by a class of people who compete with each other in occupying the

[first line after them. [Translator
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:279, S. 50, H. 4 [- 3 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:282, S. 50, H. 14 [- 4 - ] 3

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1358 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


and self-perfection. They have then presented some methods of treatment that will
.cure this psychological state that affects man’s relations with others

:Pointing out the bad effects of anger, the Holy Imams (‘a) are reported to have said

بُضَغَْلا

.لَسَعَْلا ُّلخَْلا  دُسِْفُی  امَکَ  نَامَ  _ يلإِا دُسِْفُی 

Anger spoils faith in

(the same way as vinegar does honey. (1

بُضَغَْلا

.ٍّرشَ ِّلکُ  حُاتَْفِم 

(Anger is the key to all evil. (2

امََّنإِ

.ٍّقحَ نِْم  هُُبضَغَ  هُجْرِخُْی  مَْل  بَضِغَ  اذَإِ  يذَِّلا  نُِمؤْمُْلا 

A true believer is

exclusively one whose anger does not make him transgress the truth when

(enraged. (3

كَرَابَتَ اللهُا  َّفکَ  سِاَّنلا  نِعَ  هُبَضَغَ  َّفکَ  نْمَ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا مِوْیَ  بَاذَعَ  هُْنعَ  یَلاعَتَوَ 

Whoever restrains his

rage from people, Allah the Blessed and Exalted, will restrain the torture of

(the Day of Resurrection from him. (4
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امَُّیأَفَ

، کَِلذَ هِرِوْفَ  نِْم  سِْلجْیَْلفَ  مٌِئاقَ  وَهُوَ  مٍوْقَ  یلَعَ  بَضِغَ  لٍجُرَ 

یلَعَ بَضِغَ  لٍجُرَ  امَُّیأَوَ  .نِاطَْیَّشلا  زُجْرِ  هُْنعَ  بُهَذْیَ  هَُّنإِفَ 

تَّْسمَ اذَإِ  مَحَِّرلا  َّنإِفَ  هَُّسمَیَْلفَ ، هُْنِم  نُدْیَْلفَ  مٍحِرَ  يذِ 

.تْنَکَسَ

Any man who is angry

,with another must immediately sit down if he is standing up. If he does so

the unhealthy frenzy of Satan will depart from him. One who is angry with one

of his relatives must come close and touch him, because a blood relation

(calms down when touched. (5

p: 183

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:286, S. 53, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:286, S. 53, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:286, S. 53, H. 3 [- 4 - ] 3

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:286, S. 53, H. 4 [- 5 - ] 4

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:286, S. 53, H. 6 [- 6 - ] 5
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Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Mu`alla ibn Khunays to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq
:(‘a) as relating the following anecdote

One day, a man asked the Holy Prophet (S) to give him an all-inclusive advise. “Never
be angry,” the Holy Prophet (S) taught. Contenting himself with this advice, the man

left for home. He found them standing in lines and arming themselves to fight against
another people. After he had also armed himself to participate in that fighting, the
man recalled the Holy Prophet’s advice not to be angry. He therefore threw his
weapon away and walked towards the other party, saying: “Whatever wound or
murder that was committed against you by my people, I will be responsible for it and I
will pay its blood-money from my own fortune.” Noticing the chivalry of this man, the
other party declared, “We renounce any right that is ours against your people,
because we are worthier of being lenient than you are.” Thus, the two parties made

(up, their anger forgotten. (1

Envy

Defined as the feeling of resentfulness or discontented longing for the removal of
another person's better fortune, situation, or the like blessings that Almighty Allah has

.endued him with, envy is forbidden by the Holy Legislator

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

لُکُأْیَ دَسَحَْلا  َّنإِ 

.بَطَحَْلا رُاَّنلا  لُکُأْتَ  امَکَ  نَامَ  _ يلإِا

Verily, envy consumes

(one’s faith in the same way as fire consumes firewood. (2

p: 184

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:304, H. 11 [- 2 - ] 1
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.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:306, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 2
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

:Almighty Allah said to (Prophet) Moses, the son of `Imran

امَ یلَعَ  سَاَّنلا  َّندَسِحْتَ  لاَ 

لاَوَ کَِلذَ ، یَلإِ  کَْینَْیعَ  َّنَّدمُتَ  لاَوَ  یِلضْفَ ، نِْم  مْهُُتْیتَآ 

یَمِسَقِِل ٌّداصَ  یمِعَِنِل ، طٌخِاسَ  دَسِاحَْلا  َّنإِفَ  کَسَْفَن ، هُْعِبْتُت 

هُْنِم تُسْلَفَ  کَِلذَکَ  کُیَ  نْمَوَ  يدِابَعِ ، نَْیَب  تُمَّْسقَ  يذَِّلا 

.یِّنِم سَْیَلوَ 

Never envy people for

whatever favor I have bestowed upon them. Never strain your eyes after that

favor and never yearn for it. Verily, an envier is resentful of my boons and critical

of My division (of favors) that I have decided for My servants. Whoever is

(characterized by envy, does not belong to Me, nor do I belong to him. (1

It is worth mentioning that envy is different from the feeling of delight that man feels
when he notices that

Almighty Allah has endued some people with His favors. In this respect, Imam al-
:Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

َّنإِ

.طُِبْغیَ لاَوَ  دُسِحْیَ  قُِفانَمُْلاوَ  دُسِحْیَ ، لاَوَ  طُِبْغیَ  نَِمؤْمُْلا 

A true faithful believer feels glad but never envies, while

a hypocrite envies and never feels glad (at seeing others being granted

(graces by God). (2
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Disdain and Fanaticism

The Holy Legislator has also warned against the agitation of familial fanaticism and
being overcome by the feelings and emotions that it arouses. However, partisanship

that is not absolutely condemned in Islam has been delimited by

p: 185

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:307, H. 6 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:293, S. 55, H. 7 [- 1 - ] 2
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:Imam Zayn al-`Abidin as follows

رَارَشِ لُجَُّرلا  يرَیَ  نْأَ 

هَِّیِبصَعَْلا نَِم  سَْیَلوَ  نَیرِخَآ ، مٍوْقَ  رِایَخِ  نِْم  اًرْیخَ  هِِموْقَ 

نَیعُِی نْأَ  هَِّیِبصَعَْلا  نَِم  نْکَِلوَ  هُمَوْقَ ، لُجَُّرلا  َّبحُِی  نْأَ 

.مِْلُّظلا یلَعَ  هُمَوْقَ 

,Familial fanaticism is

considering wicked members of one’s own family to be better than righteous

individuals of another family. To love the people of one’s family is not

(considered fanaticism; however, to help them practice wrongdoing is. (1

From this definition as well as the general concept of tribalism, we can conclude that
tribalism stands for taking sides with a certain party and acting loyally towards some

(people although they are recognized as wrong. (2)(3

p: 186

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:308, H. 7 [- 2 - ] 1
Confirming this meaning, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported that Imam `Ali ibn al- [- 3 - ] 2
Husayn (‘a) said, Every act of tribalism will not be allowed Paradise except the

tribalism of Hamzah ibn `Abd al-Mu
alib who embraced Islam in rage for the Holy Prophet (S), his nephew, after the - 3
famous incident of the camel’s placenta being thrown on the Holy Prophet (S). See
Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:308, H. 5. The incident involved is as follows: Imam al-Sadiq
(‘a) has reported that when the Holy Prophet (S) was once in the Holy Mosque putting
on new clothes, the polytheists threw on him a camel’s placenta covering all his
clothes with it. He became so furious that he went to his uncle, Abu-Talib, and said, “O
uncle! How do you regard me among you?” “Why are you asking this, my brother’s
son?” asked Abu-Talib. The Holy Prophet (S) narrated the whole story. Immediately,
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Abu-Talib took his sword, called upon Hamzah, his brother, and ordered him, “Take
this placenta and let us go to these people.” The people of Quraysh were around the
Ka`bah when Abu-Talib, accompanying Hamzah and the Holy Prophet (S), came to
them. As they saw him, they knew for sure that he was extremely angry. Then, Abu-
Talib ordered Hamzah to throw that placenta on their upper lips, without missing any
one of them. When Hamzah finished, Abu-Talib turned his face to his nephew and
said, “Thus do we regard you among us, son of my brother!” See Shaykh al-Kulayni,

.al-Kafi 1:449, H. 30
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Tribalism has something to do with justice and fair play, to emotions and feelings that
Islam has ordered to control and restrain. Many traditions forbidding tribalism, have

(. been reported from the Holy Imams (‘a

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is authentically reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as
:saying

نْمَ

.هِقُِنعُ نِْم  نِامَ  _ يلإِا قَْبرِ  عَلَخَ  دْقَفَ  هَُل  بَِّصعُُت  وْأَ  بََّصعَتَ 

Whoever takes sides with someone fanatically or is

patronized on account of tribalism, has in fact taken off the loop of faith

(from his neck. (1

Arrogance, self-conceit, and boasting

Islam has forbidden arrogance and conceit, and forbidden their demonstration while
.dealing with people

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a), or Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), is authentically reported to have said

نَاکَ نْمَ  هََّنجَْلا  لُخُدْیَ  لاَ 

.رِبَکِْلا نَِم  لٍدَرْخَ  نِْم  هٍَّبحَ  لُاقَْثِم  هِِبْلقَ  یِف 

He never enters Paradise that has any amount of arrogance in his heart, be it as
insignificant as the

(weight of a grain of mustard. (2

It has been also reported that the first act of disobedience to Almighty Allah was
based on arrogance; that is the

p: 187
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.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:308, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:306, S. 60, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
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disobedience shown by Satan when he demurred through pride, and so became a
(disbeliever. (1

Arrogance is defined as despising people and ridiculing the truth. According to some

.validly reported narrations, this kind of arrogance is the gravest

Abd al-A`la ibn A`yun reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have quoted the Holy Prophet`
(S) as saying

صُمْغَ رِبَکِْلا  مَظَعْأَ  َّنإِ 

.ِّقحَْلا هُفَسَوَ  قِْلخَْلا 

The gravest kind of

.arrogance is to despise creatures and to ridicule the truth

?” The reporter asked, “What is meant by despising creatures and ridiculing the truth

,The Imam (‘a) explained

یلَعَ نُعَطْیَوَ  َّقحَْلا  لُهَجْیَ 

.هُءَادَرِ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  عَزَاَن  دْقَفَ  کَِلذَ  لَعَفَ  نْمَفَ  .هِِلهْأَ 

It is to disregard the

truth and look down on those who follow it. Whoever does so has in fact tried

(to divest Almighty Allah of His garment.(2

Muhammad ibn `Umar ibn Yazid has reported that his father said to Imam al-Sadiq
(‘a), “I usually eat the best quality of food, use the best perfumes, ride on the most

comfortable animals, and make my servant follow me. Do such deeds include any sign
.” of arrogance? If so, I will no longer do any of them

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) nodded his head down and then said
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نُوعُْلمَْلا رُاَّبجَْلا  امََّنإِ 

.َّقحَْلا لََّهجَوَ  سَاَّنلا  صَمَغَ  نْمَ 

The accursed people for

.their arrogance are only those who despise people and ridicule the truth

p: 188
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The man said, “As for me, I do not ignore the truth. As for despising people, indeed, I
!” do not know what this means

,The Imam (‘a) explained

رََّبجَتَوَ سَاَّنلا  رََّقحَ  نْمَ 

.رُاَّبجَْلا کَِلذَفَ  مْهِْیلَعَ 

He who disparages people

(and behaves tyrannically towards them is the true arrogant. (1

As inferred from their traditions, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have explained the reason behind
arrogant behavior to be feelings of imperfection and a senses of inferiority that the

.arrogant find in themselves

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

َّلاإِ هُیِتیَ  دٍحَأَ  نِْم  امَ 

.هِسِْفَن یِف  اهَدُجِیَ  هٍَّلذِِل 

Any arrogant behavior is

(because of inferiority that the arrogant find in themselves. (2

:Similarly, the Imam (‘a) is reported to have said

وْأَ رََّبکَتَ  لٍجُرَ  نِْم  امَ 

.هِسِْفَن یِف  اهَدُجِیَ  هٍَّلذِِل  َّلاإِ  رََّبجَتَ 

Any man who behaves

(arrogantly or tyrannically must feel a sense of inferiority within himself. (3

As is confirmed in many traditions, stubbornness and refusal to respect others are
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.examples of arrogance

In a validly reported tradition, Husayn ibn Abi’l-`Ala' has reported that he heard Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) saying
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رِارَشِ یِف  نُوکُیَ  دْقَ  رُبَکِْلا 

اللهَا عَزَاَن  نْمَفَ  اللهِا ، ءُادَرِ  رُبَکِْلاوَ  .سٍْنجِ  ِّلکُ  نِْم  سِاَّنلا 

.لاًافسِ َّلاإِ  هُدْزِیَ  مَْل  هُءَادَرِ 

Arrogance

can be found in evil people of various classes. Arrogance is the robe of

Almighty Allah; therefore, whoever tries to divest Him of His robe, will

.increase in nothing but lowliness

:Proving his statement, the Imam (‘a) reported the following story

One day, the Holy Prophet (S) was in one of the public ways of Madinah where a black
woman was picking up dung. It was informed to make way for the Holy Prophet (S),
but she refused and said, “The way is too wide.” Some of the Holy Prophet’s
companions tried to punish her, but the Holy Prophet (S) said, “Leave her! She is a

(tyrant.” (1

Greed, Lethargy, and Foolishness

The Holy Legislator has discommended another set of emotions and passions
because their effects and results are negative and harmful to man’s social and
personal progress. When such emotions are borne in mind, man becomes a captive of

.others, violates the rights of others, or isolates and detaches himself from society

.Greed is one of these emotions that bring about an ill behavioral consequence

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said

.هُدُوقُیَ عٌمَطَ  هَُل  نُوکُیَ  دٌْبعَ  دُْبعَْلا  سَْئِب 

.هُُّلذُِت هٌبَغْرَ  هَُل  دٌْبعَ  دُْبعَْلا  سَْئِبوَ 
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Terribly evil is the

slave (of God) who is steered by his greed. Terribly evil is the slave who is

(humiliated by his desire.(2
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:Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) has said

دِقَ هَُّلکُ  رَْیخَْلا  تُْیأَرَ 

.سِاَّنلا يدِْیأَ  یِف  اَّمعَ  عِمََّطلا  عِطْقَ  یِف  عَمَتَجْإ 

I have perceived that the

(entire good lies in cutting off one’s greed for what others possess. (1

In its social aspect, lethargy is another discommended condition that results in
.violation of the others’ rights

:In his instruction to Imam `Ali (‘a), the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

ِّدؤَُت مَْل  تَْلسِکَ  نْإِوَ 

.اًقّحَ

If you slacken, you will

(not be able to carry out any of your duties. (2

,The Holy Prophet (S) is also reported to have said within a lengthy discourse

دْقَفَ لَسِکَ  اذَإِ  هَُّنلأَِ 

.قَوقُحُْلا عََّیضَ 

if he is lethargic … 

(then he will have violated rights. (3

:In one of his addresses to his son, Imam al-Ka¨im (‘a) is reported to have said

; لَسَکَْلاوَ رَجََّضلاوَ  كَاَّیإِوَ 

.هِرَخِلآاوَ ایَْنُّدلا  نَِم  کََّظحَ  کَِناعَنَمْیَ  امَهَُّنإِفَ 
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Beware of weariness and

lethargy, because these two deprive you of your share from this worldly life

(and the Next Life. (4

Foolishness and ignorance, defined as psychological and spiritual conditions due to
which man goes against the social limits and rules of conduct in speech and discourse
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with people in general, are among the discommended feelings. Also considered the
best examples of misbehavior, foolishness and ignorance push individuals to say and

.act without deliberation or reasoning

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

، مٌیِئَل قٌُلخُ  هَفََّسلا  َّنإِ 

.هُقَوْفَ وَهُ  نْمَِل  عُضَخْیَوَ  هَُنودُ  وَهُ  نْمَ  یلَعَ  لُیطِتَسْیَ 

Verily, foolishness is a

mean trait. The foolish have the cheek to challenge those of a lower class

(and submit to those of an upper class. (1

:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

َّنإِفَ اوهُفَسْتَ ، لاَ 

.ءَاهَفَسُِب اوسُْیَل  مْکُتََّمِئأَ 

Do not be foolish, because

(your Imams are not such. (2

According to another validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have
:said

دٌْبعَ اللهِا  قِْلخَ  ضَغَْبأَ  َّنإِ 

.هَُناسَِل سُاَّنلا  یقََّتإ 

Verily, the most offensive

creature of Almighty Allah is a sharp-tongued servant (of Him) whom people

(try to avoid due to his impudence. (3
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هَیفَِّسلا أَفَاکَ  نْمَ 

.هَُلاثَِم يذَتَحْإ  ثُْیحَ  هِْیَلإِ ، یتَأَ  امَِب  یَضِرَ  دْقَفَ  هِفََّسلاِب 

Whoever repays the foolish

with foolishness has in fact been satisfied with what he receives from the

(foolish, because he has imitated them.(4
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Control over Emotions and Association with People

Point

The Holy Legislator and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) present some details to express the
principle of controlling the emotions, which is a significant article in the Islamic

.concept of social relations

Good Company

The leading entry is the observance of good company and establishment of good
relations with one’s companions, friends, and other categories of people with whom

.one has to deal in social life

Abu’l-Rabi` al-Shami has reported that he once visited Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and found
his house suffocated with people of various nationalities, among whom were people
from Khurasan, Syria, and other countries. He could not find any place to sit when

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), who was leaning on a pillow said

لِآ هَعَیشِ  ایَ 

هُسَْفَن کِْلمْیَ  مَْل  نْمَ  اَّنِم  سَْیَل  هَُّنأَ  اومُلَعْإِ  دٍَّمحَُم ،

هَقََلاخَموَ هُبَحِصَ  نْمَ  هَبَحْصُ  نْسِحُْی  مَْل  نْمَوَ  هِِبضَغَ ، دَْنعِ 

هُرَوَاجَ نْمَ  هَرَوَاجَُموَ  هُقَفَارَ  نْمَ  هَقَفَارَُموَ  هُقََلاخَ  نْمَ 

.هُحََلامَ نْمَ  هَحََلامَُموَ 

O Followers of

Muhammad’s Household! Let everyone know! Whoever does not control himself in

rage, not act kindly towards his companions, not behave courteously with

,those with whom he deals, not keep good company with those who accompany him
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not act kindly towards his neighbors, and not behave warmly towards his

(partners in a meal, does not belong to us (i.e. the Ahl al-Bayt). (1
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:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

اذَهَ کَلَسَ  نْمَِب  أُبَْعُی  امَ 

نْعَ هُزُجِحْیَ  عٌرَوَ  لٍاصَخِ : ثُلاََث  هِیِف  نْکُیَ  مَْل  اذَإِ  قَیرَِّطلا 

نْمَِل هِبَحُّْصلا  نُسْحُوَ  هُبَضَغَ ، هِِب  کُِلمْیَ  مٌْلحِوَ  اللهِا ، یصِاعَمَ 

.هُبَحِصَ

He who follows the path (of Shi`ism) will never be supported unless he

acquires the following three qualities: (1) piety that precludes him from

committing acts of disobedience to Almighty Allah, (2) forbearance with which

he controls himself whenever he is enraged, and (2) good company with those

(who accompany him. (1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have given some instructions, which actualize good company, if
:obeyed. Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نْأَ هِءَورُمُْلا  نَِم  سَْیَل 

.ٍّرشَ وْأَ  رٍْیخَ  نِْم  رِفََّسلا  یِف  یقَْلیَ  امَِب  لُجَُّرلا  ثَِّدحَُی 

It is unmanly to divulge what you have faced in your journeys, whether

(good or bad.(2

The Holy Imams (‘a) have also instructed their followers to ask about the conditions of
.their companions after they leave each other

Al-Mufazzal ibn `Umar has reported that he visited Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) after coming

.back from a journey. “Who accompanied you in your journey?” the Imam asked

.One of my brethren-in-faith did,” answered al-Mufazzal“
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.How is he now?” asked the Imam“

.I do not know anything about him since we returned home,” answered al-Mufazzal“

:The Imam (‘a) then said
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بَحِصَ نْمَ  َّنأَ  تَمِْلعَ  امَأَ 

؟ هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  هُْنعَ  اللهُا  هَُلأَسَ  هًوَطْخُ  نَیعَِبرْأَ  اًنِمؤُْم 

You should have known that

whoever accompanies a faithful believer for forty steps will be asked about

(him by Almighty Allah on the Day of Resurrection. (1

It is highly recommended to ask the person with whom you sit about his name,
surname, lineage, and conditions, yet without being curious or causing him

.embarrassment. Traditions have discommended not asking about these things

The following tradition that is reported by Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) from the Holy
Prophet (S) shows some examples of good company: One day, the Holy Prophet (S)

,asked his companions

نَورُدْتَ

هِِبحِاصَِل هُعُنَصْیَ  مٍاعَطَِب  مْکُدُحَأَ  رَدُْبیَ  نْأَ  زُجْعَْلا ؟ امَ 

مُکُْنِم لُجَُّرلا  بَحَصْیَ  نْأَ  هُیَِناَّثلاوَ  هِیِتأْیَ ، لاَوَ  هُفُِلخُْیفَ 

نَْیأَ نِْموَ  وَهُ  نْمَ  مَلَْعیَ  نْأَ  ُّبحُِی  هُسَِلاجَُی  وْأَ  لَجَُّرلا 

رُْمأَ هُثَِلاَّثلاوَ  کَِلذَ ، مَلَْعیَ  نْأَ  لَْبقَ  هُُقرِافَُیفَ  وَهُ ،

مَْل یَهِوَ  هُتَجَاحَ  یضِْقیَفَ  هِِلهْأَ  نِْم  مْکُدُحَأَ  وُندْیَ  ءِاسَِّنلا ؛

امَهُْنِم کَِلذَ  یَِتأْیَ  یَّتحَ  ثُکُمْیَوَ  شَُّرحَتَیَ  اهَتَجَاحَ … ضِْقتَ 

.اًعیمِجَ

Do know what incompetence is? Incompetence appears in

three situations. (1) When one of you does not go to a companion’s home who
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has invited you and prepared a meal for you. (2) When one of you accompanies

or sits with someone but leaves him before knowing who your companion is and

where he is from. (3) When one of you approaches his wife and takes the

pleasure he wants from her without making sure she also took pleasure from

him. You must make proper advances towards your wife and prolong the process

(of intercourse until you both take pleasure. (2
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.According to another tradition, these three acts are also a sign of alienation

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) has quoted his grandfather, the Holy Prophet (S), as saying

نْأَ ءِافَجَْلا : نَِم  هٌَثلاََث 

، هِِتیَْنکُوَ هِمِسْإ  نِعَ  هُُلأَسْیَ  لاَفَ  لَجَُّرلا  لُجَُّرلا  بَحَصْیَ 

لاَفَ بُیجُِی  وْأَ  بُیجُِی ، لاَفَ  مٍاعَطَ  یَلإِ  لُجَُّرلا  یعَدُْی  نْأَوَ 

.هِبَعَلاَمُْلا لَْبقَ  هُلَهْأَ  لِجَُّرلا  هُعَقَاوَُموَ  لُکُأْیَ ،

Three acts fall under

alienation: (1) to accompany someone without asking him about his name and

surname, (2) to reject an invitation to a banquet or to respond but refuse to

(eat, and (3) to copulate with the wife before courting her. (1

According to a third tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as
saying that to ask one’s companion about his name and identity is an obligatory duty

:and a sign of true fraternity

هُاخَأَ مْکُدُحَأَ  َّبحَأَ  اذَإِ 

هِِتلَیِبقَ مِسْاوَ  هِیِبأَ  مِسْاوَ  هِمِسْا  نِعَ  هُْلأَسْیَْلفَ  مَِلسْمُْلا 

نْأَ ءِاخَلإِا  قِدْصِوَ  بِجِاوَْلا  هِِّقحَ  نِْم  َّنإِفَ  هِِترَیشِعَوَ ،

.قٍمْحُ هُفَرِْعمَ  اهََّنإِِفَ  َّلاإِوَ  کَِلذَ ، نْعَ  هَُلأَسْیَ 

If one of you loves his

Muslim brother, he must ask him about his name, his father’s name, and his

tribe’s name, because this is one of the duties towards one’s

brother-in-faith and one of the features of true brotherhood. If you do it
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(not, it will be an association of idiocy. (2

Laughter and Joking

In his social life, man may come upon laughter-stimulating
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situations due to joking or exciting scenes. Such being the case, man is required to
restrain the emotions aroused by such situations and avoid loud bursts of laughter. In
this connection, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported through a valid chain of authority to

:have said

.نِاطَْیَّشلا نَِم  هُهَقَهْقَْلا 

The source of guffaw is

(Satan. (1

.مٌُّسبَتَ نِِمؤْمُْلا  کُحِضَ 

The laughter of the

(faithful believers is the smile. (2

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

نَیحِ لْقُفَ  تَهْقَهْقَ  اذَإِ 

.یِنْتقُمْتَ َّمهَُّللا لاَ  غُرُْفتَ :

When you guffaw, you may

(say thereafter, “O Allah, (please) do not detest me.” (3

Expressions of laughter must also be restrained with respect to reason for laughter.
:Hence, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

کَحَِّضلا لِهْجَْلا  نَِم  َّنإِ 

.بٍجَعَ رِْیغَ  نِْم 

It is inane to laugh for

(no incentive (to laugh). (4
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The Holy Imams (‘a) have called for repressing laughter and joking, because these
.two lead to negative social effects not to mention their negative personal effects

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

هَُّنإِفَ حَازَمِْلاوَ  مْکُاَّیإِ 

.هِجْوَْلا ءِامَِب  بُهَذْیَ 

Beware of joking, because

.it removes self-respect
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تُیمُِت کِحَِّضلا  هُرَْثکَ 

.بَْلقَْلا

Over-laughter deadens the

.heart

ثُیمِتَ کِحَِّضلا  هُرَْثکَ 

.حَْلمِْلا ءُامَْلا  ثُیمِیَ  امَکَ  نَیِّدلا 

Over-laughter melts faith

(in the same way as water melts salt. (1

:Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is reported to have said

هَُّنإِفَ حَازَمِْلاوَ  كَاَّیإِ 

.رُغَصْلأَا ُّبَّسلا  وَهُوَ  هَنَیغَِّضلا ، ثُرِوُیوَ  هَمَیخَِّسلا  ُّرجُیَ 

Beware of poking fun at

each other, because it begets rancor and reflects on spite. It is also the

(minor revilement. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

أُرَتَجُْیفَ حْزِامَُت  لاَ 

.کَْیلَعَ

;Do not jest with others

(lest, they encroach upon you. (3

Decorum and Unconstraint in Confidence
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Islam teaches abidance of decorum in friendship and association and constraint in
conduct while expressing emotions of affection and love. Trusting someone, loving or
hating must depend upon logic and observation of the special qualities necessary in a
true associate or friend. These instructions do not violate the other instructions of

.learning about people in general and openness in social relations

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Ka¨im (‘a) has said
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کَنَْیَب هَمَشْحِْلا  بِهِذُْت  لاَ 

.ءِایَحَْلا بُاهَذَ  اهََباهَذَ  َّنإِفَ  اهَْنِم  قِْبأَ  کَیخِأَ ; نَْیَبوَ 

Do not thrust out decorum

between your friend and you; rather, keep some of it, because absence of

(decorum leads to absence of diffidence. (1

About the exegesis of this holy verse: “And you commit evil deeds in your assemblies.
29:29”, Ibn `Abbas and Imam al-Riza (‘a) are reported to have said that these people,
who were the people of Sodom and whose Prophet was Lot, used to compete in

(farting in their assemblies without any decorum or diffidence. (2

:About trusting others blindly, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

َّلکُ کَیخِأَِب  قِْثتَ  لاَ 

.لَاقَُت نَْل  لِاسَرِْتسْلإا  هَعَرْصَ  َّنإِفَ  هِقَِّثلا ،

Do not put absolute trust

(in your friend, because the blow of absolute confidence is incurable. (3

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

امَ اًنوهُ  کَبَیِبحَ  بِْبحْأَ 

امَ اًنوهُ  کَضَیغَِب  ضْغِْبأَوَ  امَ ، اًموْیَ  کَضَیغَِب  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  یسَعَفَ 

.امَ اًموْیَ  کَبَیِبحَ  نوَکُیَ  نْأَ  یسَعَفَ 

Love your friend up to a

limit, for it is possible that he turns into your enemy someday, and hate

(your enemy up to a limit, for it is possible that he turns into your friend someday. (4
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Previously in this book, we have come upon the conditions
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and qualities required for choosing friends and associates. These conditions and
.qualities are actually regarded as criteria of confidence and reliance

Disapproval of Contention and Disputation

Another feature of the required control over emotion is to avoid being drifted by
feelings of avenging oneself on others in discourses and discussions, because this will
eventually turn into contention and disputations against which the Holy Legislator has

.warned

According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted Imam `Ali (‘a)
:as saying

مْکُاَّیإِ

یلَعَ بَوُلقُْلا  نِاضَرِمُْی  امَهَُّنإِفَ  هَمَوصُخُْلاوَ  ءَارَمِْلاوَ 

.قُافَِّنلا امَهِْیلَعَ  تُُبْنیَوَ  نِاوَخْلإِا 

Beware of engaging yourselves in contention and

disputation, because these two matters sicken your hearts towards your

(friends and act as fertile sources of hypocrisy. (1

Holding the Tongue and Saying Nothing but the Truth

Another feature of control over emotions that is highly recommended by the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) is to control the desire to speak by imposing precise supervision over it. Strict
warning has been issued on the unrestricted use of the tongue by the Holy Legislator
Who knows about the damages caused by a slip of the tongue, especially in the field

.of social relations

,Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported that Luqman the wise said to his son
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تَمْعَزَ تَْنکُ  نْإِ  َّینَُب ، ایَ 

.بٍهَذَ نِْم  تَوکُُّسلا  َّنإِفَ  هٍَّضِف  نِْم  مَلاَکَْلا  َّنأَ 

O son, if you claim that

(speech is silver then silence must be gold. (1

.This pithy saying has become a proverb expressing the importance of keeping silent

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Riza (‘a) has said

هِْقفِْلا تِامَلاَعَ  نِْم 

بِاوَْبأَ نِْم  بٌاَب  تَمَّْصلا  َّنإِ  تُمَّْصلاوَ ; مُْلحِْلاوَ  مُْلعِْلا 

یلَعَ لٌیِلدَ  هَُّنإِ  .هََّبحَمَْلا  بُسِکُْی  تَمَّْصلا  َّنإِ  .هِمَکْحِْلا 

.رٍْیخَ ِّلکُ 

,Knowledge, forbearance

and keeping silent are signs of sagacity. Indeed, silence is one of the doors

to wisdom. Indeed, silence yields affection. Indeed, silence is the guide to

(every item of decency. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have narrated the following account

The Holy Prophet (S) said to someone who had visited him, “May I guide you to a
?” matter that will make you enter Paradise if you do it

.Yes, you may,” said the man“

Give others from that with which you are endued by Almighty Allah,” instructed the“
(. Holy Prophet (S

.What if I am needier than the one to whom I should give?” asked the man“
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(. You may then support the oppressed,” instructed the Holy Prophet (S“

.What if I am too weak to support them?” asked the man“
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(. You may then give proper advice to the clumsy,” instructed the Holy Prophet (S“

.What if I am clumsier than they are?” asked the man“

Then,” the Holy Prophet (S) instructed, “You must control your tongue except from“
saying good things. Does it not please you to have one of these qualities, one of which

(draws you towards Paradise?” (1

On the other hand, the Holy Imams (‘a) have highlighted the significance of speech
.when it becomes necessary to say something or when good results are expected

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مٌلاَکَ

.لٍطِاَب یلَعَ  تٍوکُسُ  نِْم  رٌْیخَ  ٍّقحَ  یِف 

To speak the truth is better than keeping silent in the

(face of the wrong. (2

:Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) is reported to have said

يرِْثُی نُسَحَْلا  لُوْقَْلا 

یَلإِ بُِّبحَُیوَ  لِجَلأَا ، یِف  ئُسِْنُیوَ  قَزِّْرلا ، یمِْنُیوَ  لَامَْلا ،

.هََّنجَْلا لُخِدُْیوَ  لِهْلأَا ،

Pleasing talk increases

wealth, promotes sustenance, postpones the death term, endears to family

(members, and leads to Paradise. (3

Demonstrating the accurate balance between speech and silence, the Holy Prophet
,(S) is reported to have said to Abu-Dharr
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ایَ

یِف نَیِّرافَْلا  یِف  لِِتاقَمُْلاکَ  نَیِلِفاغَْلا  یِف  رُکِاَّذلا  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ 

نَِم رٌْیخَ  حُِلاَّصلا  سُیِلجَْلا  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .اللهِا  لِیِبسَ 

ءُلاَْمإِوَ ءِوُّسلا ، سِیِلجَ  نِْم  رٌْیخَ  هُدَحْوَْلاوَ  هِدَحْوَْلا ،

ءِلاَْمإِ نِْم  رٌْیخَ  تُوکُُّسلاوَ  تِوکُُّسلا ، نَِم  رٌْیخَ  رِْیخَْلا 

نَِم کَُبسْحَوَ  مِلاَکَْلا ، لَوضُُف  كْرُْتأُ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .ِّرَّشلا 

ءِرْمَْلاِب یفَکَ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .کَتَجَاحَ  هِِب  غُُلْبتَ  امَ  مِلاَکَْلا 

نِْم امَ  هَُّنإِ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .عَمِسَ  امَ  ِّلکُِب  ثَِّدحَُی  نْأَ  اًبذِکَ 

َّنإِ ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .نِاسَِّللا  نَِم  نِجِّْسلا  لِوطُِب  ُّقحَأَ  ءٍیْشَ 

مْلَْعیَْلوَ ؤٌرُْما  اللهَا  قَِّتیَْلفَ  لٍِئاقَ ، ِّلکُ  نِاسَِل  دَْنعِ  اللهَا 

.لُوقُیَ امَ 

O Abu-Dharr, he who mentions Almighty Allah among the

unmindful is just like a warrior for the sake of Almighty Allah among

absconders. O Abu-Dharr, to sit with a righteous person is better than

.sitting alone, but to sit alone is better than sitting with a wicked person

Likewise, to speak wisely is better than keeping silent, but to keep silent

is better than saying evil things. O Abu-Dharr, forsake verbosity and use the

fewest words to express your view. O Abu-Dharr, the least thing due to which

,one is described as liar is to narrate whatever he hears. O Abu-Dharr

nothing needs to be detained for as long as possible, than the tongue. O
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Abu-Dharr, Almighty Allah is present at the tongue of every one who

(articulates; therefore, one must fear Almighty Allah and know what he says. (4
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,Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said to a man who had spoken too much

مَلاَکَْلا رُقِتَحْتَ  لُجَُّرلا ، اهَُّیأَ 

اهَثَعََب ثُْیحَ  هُلَسُرُ  ثْعَْبیَ  مَْل  اللهَا  َّنإِ  هُرُغِصْتَسْتَوَ !

امََّنإِوَ مِلاَکَْلاِب ، اهَثَعََب  نْکَِلوَ  بٌهَذَ ، لاَوَ  هٌَّضِف  اهَعَمَوَ 

هِْیلَعَ تِلاَلاَِّدلاوَ  مِلاَکَْلاِب  هِقِْلخَ  یَلإِ  هُسَْفَن  اللهُا  فََّرعَ 

.مِلاَعْلأَاوَ

O man, you are humiliating

and belittling speech. When He sent His messengers, Almighty Allah did not send

them to distribute gold and silver; rather, He sent them with speech. He has

,also introduced Himself to His creatures through words, indications of Him

(and signs. (1

p: 203

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:533, H. 5. Refer also to Sections 117-120 of [- 2 - ] 1
.vol. 8 where you can find tens of narrations indicating the same topic
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Suppression of Rage and Steadfastness against Envy

In the same field of control over emotions, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have taught their
followers to suppress their feelings when they are enraged, or have the desire to
defend and avenge themselves upon those who maltreat them, especially when they
are right or wronged. In such situations, it becomes necessary to employ one’s
reason, good sense, and willpower to overcome such surging feelings and sweeping

.passion

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported through a valid chain of authority to have said

ظُْیغَْلا هُعَرْجُْلا  مَْعِن 

.ءِلاَبَْلا مِیظِعَ  نْمَِل  رِجْلأَا  مَیظِعَ  َّنإِفَ  اهَْیلَعَ ، رَبَصَ  نْمَِل 

.مْهُلاَتَْبا َّلاإِ  اًموْقَ  اللهُا  َّبحَأَ  امَوَ 

The best of gulps is anger

that is swallowed despite being unbearable, for the size of reward is always

proportionate to the size of misfortune. Almighty Allah has never loved a

(people but that He tries them with afflictions. (1

Through a valid chain of authority, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said
,that Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) used to say

ِّلذُِب یِل  َّنأَ  ُّبحِأُ  امَ 

نِْم َّیَلإِ  َّبحَأَ  هًعَرْجُ  تُعَّْرجَتَ  امَوَ  مِعَِّنلا ، رَمُحُ  یسِْفَن 

.اهَبَحِاصَ اهَِب  ئُِفاکَأُ  هٍعَرْجُ لاَ 

I do not prefer having the

best kind of camels as recompense for exposing myself to humiliation. I have
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(never swallowed anything dearer to me than a gulp which I do not requite. (2

Counting the qualities that should be enjoyed by His

p: 204

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:523, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:523, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2
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(, righteous servants, Almighty Allah says (in the Holy Qur'an

نَیِنسِحْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّللاوَ  سِاَّنلا  نِعَ  نَیِفاعَْلاوَ  ظَْیغَْلا  نَیمِظِاکَْلاوَ 

Those who restrain…

their anger and pardon men. Allah loves the doers of good to others. 3:134

In his instructive direction to Imam `Ali (‘a), the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have
:said

ایَ

امَ رٍْیخَِب  لُازَتَ  لاَفَ  اهَظْفَحْافَ ، هٍَّیصِوَِب  کَیصِوأُ  ُّیِلعَ ،

یلَعَ رُدِْقیَ  وَهُوَ  اًظْیغَ  مَظَکَ  نْمَ  ُّیِلعَ ، ایَ  .یِتَّیصِوَ  تَظْفِحَ 

.هُمَْعطَ دُجِیَ  اًنامَ  _ يإِوَ اًنْمأَ  هُبَقَعْأَ  هِِئاضَْمإِ 

O `Ali, I will convey to

you a commandment that you should retain. You will keep yourself in goodness

as long as you follow my commandment. O `Ali, for those who suppress their

anger while they are able to punish, Almighty Allah will endow them with

(security and satisfying faith on the Day of Resurrection. (1

Falling under the same topic, the Holy Imams (‘a) have advised their followers to act
patiently towards the envious, who irritate people and stimulate various emotions and
feelings through their weird behavior. This sort of tribulation has been one of the

.harshest social ordeals the faithful believers have to bear patiently

:Through a valid chain of authority, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

ءِادَعْأَ یلَعَ  رِْبصْإِ 
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نِْم لَضَْفأَِب  کَیِف  اللهَا  یصَعَ  نْمَ  ئَِفاکَُت  نَْل  کََّنإِفَ  مِعَِّنلا ،

.هِیِف اللهَا  عَیطُِت  نْأَ 

Act steadfastly against those

envious of blessings. You cannot award those who have disobeyed Almighty

Allah in your capacity with any reward better than obeying Him in the way you

(treat them. (2

p: 205

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:524, H. 11 [- 3 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:526, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
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Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported through a valid chain of authority to have quoted
:the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

قَاثیَِم ذَخَأَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

لُوقُیَ نٌِمؤُْم  هِْیلَعَ  اهَُّدشَأَ  عٍَبرْأَ ، ایَلاََب  یلَعَ  نِِمؤْمُْلا 

نٌاطَْیشَ وْأَ  هُرََثأَ ، وفُْقیَ  قٌِفانَُم  وْأَ  هُدُسِحْیَ ، هِِلوْقَِب 

دَْعَب نِِمؤْمُْلا  ءُاقََب  امَفَ  هُدَاهَجِ ، يرَیَ  رٌِفاکَ  وْأَ  هِیوِْغیَ ،

؟ اذَهَ

Almighty Allah has already

taken a promise from the faithful believers that they should patiently bear

four tribulations; the first and harshest of which is the tribulation of a

believer who follows his same faith but envies him, a hypocrite who traces his

footsteps, a devil that seduces him, or an infidel who believes that he must

(fight him. After all this, how can we find many faithful believers? (1

p: 206

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:526, H. 2. The last statement of the tradition [- 3 - ] 1
means, “Because of all these tribulations, the true faithful believers are hardly any.”

[[Translator
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Justice and Fair play

Point

As has been previously clarified, justice and fair play is founded on the conception that
justice is obligatory and injustice is forbidden. The most evident application of justice
in social relations is fair play, which means that one must treat all people with justice

.and fairness even if it be against one’s own interest

Injustice Forbidden

Point

Injustice is forbidden not only in personal practice; rather, man is required to refuse
:all elements of injustice. This situation can be embodied in the following issues

Restoration of Violations

One who has wronged another, by seizing his property or violating one of his rights,
and he then feels sorry and stops doing wrong is required to restore the rights that he

.has violated. This act is called restoration of violations

:In this respect, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

: هٌَثلاََث مُْلُّظلا 

هُعُدَیَ مٌْلظُوَ لاَ  اللهُا ، هُرُفِْغیَ  مٌْلظُوَ لاَ  اللهُا ، هُرُفِْغیَ  مٌْلظُ 

اَّمأَوَ .كُرِّْشلافَ  هُرُفِْغیَ  يذَِّلا لاَ  مُْلُّظلا  اَّمأَفَ  .اللهُا 

هُنَْیَب امَ  یِف  هُسَْفَن  لِجَُّرلا  مُْلظُفَ  هُرُفِْغیَ  يذَِّلا  مُْلُّظلا 

هُنَیَادَمُْلافَ هُعُدَیَ  يذَِّلا لاَ  مُْلُّظلا  اَّمأَوَ  .اللهِا  نَْیَبوَ 

.دِابَعِْلا نَْیَب 

Wronging is of three
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,categories; a category Allah will not forgive, another Allah will forgive

and a third Allah will not overlook. The category that Allah will not forgive

is to worship other deities beside Almighty Allah. The category that Allah

will forgive is the wronging that one commits against himself secretly. The

third category that Allah will not overlook is His servants wronging each

(other. (1

p: 207

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:342, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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Wahab ibn `Abd-Rabbih and `Ubaydullah al-Tawil have reported that an old man

from the tribe of Nakha` said to Imam al-Baqir (‘a), “I have been a governor since the
?” time of al-Hajjaj up to now. Will my repentance be accepted now

The Imam (‘a) did not answer. The man repeated the same question, but this time the
,Imam (‘a) answered

ِّلکُ یَلإِ  يِّدؤَُت  یَّتحَ  لاَ ،

.هَُّقحَ ٍّقحَ  يذِ 

No. It will not be

(accepted until you restore all the rights that you have violated. (1

:Abu-Basir has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

هِیخِأَ لِامَ  نِْم  لَکَأَ  نْمَ 

مَوْیَ رِاَّنلا  نَِم  هًوَذْجَ  لَکَأَ  هِْیَلإِ ، هَُّدرُیَ  مَْلوَ  اًمْلظُ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا

Whoever devours any amount

,of his brother-in-faith’s property unlawfully, intending not to restore it

(will consume a firebrand on the Day of Resurrection. (2

One who has committed a moral wrongdoing against anyone—such as backbiting,
disgracing, defaming, or any kind of moral violation and aggression—is religiously
required to seek forgiveness from these people after repenting before Almighty Allah,
imploring His forgiveness, doing charitable acts on their behalf, rehabilitating them,

.and doing acts that can be considered a restoration of their rights

Guiding towards the True Path after Misleading

Almost certainly, the worst example of moral wrongdoing is to lead someone astray
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and to lead him from the path of

p: 208

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:342, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:342, H. 4 [- 3 - ] 2
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truth towards the wrong path. One who has committed such a grave wrongdoing and
then repents must exert all efforts to restore the one whom he has misled to the path

.of the truth and guide him in the right direction

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have related the following narration

Once, a man sought worldly prosperity through legal means, but he could not gain
anything. He then tried to seek it through illegal means, but he still failed. Satan then
inspired him, thus, “May I lead you to a matter that will bring you worldly prosperity in
abundance and make huge numbers of people follow you?” “Yes,” answered the man,
“You may.” Satan said: “You may contrive a tenet and call people to follow it.” The man

did and many people responded to and obeyed him. After he had gained abundant
worldly prosperity, he began to feel sorry for what he had done. He therefore said to
himself, “What a terrible thing I have done! I have invented a false tenet and called
people to follow it. I do not believe that my repentance will be accepted unless I make

every single person who has followed my fake tenet renegade it.” He therefore began
to come to his followers who had responded to his call and tell them that his tenet was
baseless and that he himself had invented it. However, every one of them belied him
and insisted on following that fake tenet, saying, “You have only started suspecting
your own belief and abandoned it.” As a result, he tied himself to a chain to the neck
and vowed not to release it until Allah would accept his repentance. Then, Almighty

Allah revealed to one of His prophets, saying, “Tell this man that I swear by My Honor
that I shall never respond to him even if all his organs will be torn apart unless he
restores those who died following his fake tenet to life and makes them abandon their

(belief.” (1

p: 209

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:343, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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Helping the Oppressors

Just as it is forbidden to practice any wrongdoing, so also it is forbidden to help any
wrongdoer oppress others. Such people are helpers of oppressors. `Abdullah ibn

:Sinan has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

یلَعَ اًمِلاظَ  نَاعَأَ  نْمَ 

نِْم عَزَْنیَ  یَّتحَ  اًطخِاسَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  لِزَیَ  مَْل  مٍوُلظْمَ 

.هِِتَنوعُمَ

Whoever helps a wrongdoer

oppress another, Almighty Allah will be wrathful towards him until he

(retreats his help from that oppressor. (1

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

لِاجَِّرلا نَِم  مِِلاَّظلِل 

هَُنودُ نْمَوَ  هِیَصِْعمَْلاِب ، هُقَوْفَ  نْمَ  مُِلظْیَ  تٍامَلاَعَ : ثُلاََث 

.هَمَلََّظلا مَوْقَْلا  رُهِاظَُیوَ  هِبَلَغَْلاِب ،

The oppressor among people

has three signs: he oppresses his superior by disobeying him, oppresses his

(junior by posing authority over him, and supports other oppressors. (2

,Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) is reported to have said within a long discourse

نَیصِاعَْلا هَبَحْصُوَ  مْکُاَّیإِ 

.نَیمِِلاَّظلا هََنوعُمَوَ 

Beware of making friends with the disobedient and helping the
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(oppressors. (3

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet
:(S) said

نَْیأَ دٍانَُم : يدَاَن  هِمَایَقِْلا  مُوْیَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

وْأَ اًسیکِ ، طََبرَ  وْأَ  هًاوَدَ ، مْهَُل  قَلاَ  نْمَوَ  هِمَلََّظلا ، نُاوَعْأَ 

.مْهُعَمَ مْهُورُشُحْافَ  مٍلَقَ ؟ هََّدُم  مْهَُل  َّدمَ 

,On the Day of Resurrection, a caller shall call out

,Where are the helpers of oppressors, including those who filled an inkpot“

tied a bag, or sharpened a pen for them? Bring them together with the

(oppressors.” (4

p: 210

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:345, H. 5 [- 2 - ] 1
.Nahj al-Balaghah, Saying No. 350 [- 3 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 12:128, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 3
Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:130, H. 11. In the same chapter, you can [- 2 - ] 4
find many traditions appertained to the same topic. However, some of these

.traditions have been previously mentioned in this book
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Approval of and Remaining Silent over Wrongdoing

In addition to the forbiddance of practicing wrongdoing, it is forbidden to swallow,
.accept, or remain quiet over a wrongdoing

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مِْلُّظلاِب لُِماعَْلا 

.مْهُُتَثلاََث ءُاکَرَشُ  هِِب  یضِاَّرلاوَ  هَُل  نُیعِمُْلاوَ 

He who practices

wrongdoing personally, he who helps him, and he who is pleased with his

(deed—these three are partners in that deed. (1

هِمِْلظُِب اًمِلاظَ  رَذَعَ  نْمَ 

، هَُل بْجَتَسُْی  مَْل  اعَدَ  نْإِفَ  هُمُِلظْیَ ، نْمَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  طََّلسَ 

.هِِتمَلاَظُ یلَعَ  اللهُا  هُرْجِأْیَ  مَْلوِ 

As for anyone who excuses a wrongdoer for his wrong deed, Almighty

Allah shall set up over him one who wrongs him. Then, if he prays, his

prayers will not be responded and he will not be compensated for the wrong

(that has befallen him. (2

نْمَ

.اللهُا یصَْعُی  نْأَ  َّبحَأَ  دْقَفَ  نَیمِِلاَّظلا  ءَاقََب  َّبحَأَ 

He who wishes survival for an oppressor has in fact

(wished for Almighty Allah to be disobeyed. (3
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Applications of Fair play

Point

In the field of fair play, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) guided their followers to a set of
applications, besides loving for one’s brothers-in-faith whatever one loves for

.oneself

Requital of Favors

One of the practical applications of fair play is to recompense a service received from
someone with the same service or even better. To this trait, the Holy Qur'an has

:referred, saying

نُاسَحْإِْلا اَّلإِ  نِاسَحْإِْلا  ءُازَجَ  لْهَ 

Is the reward of goodness

(aught but goodness? (55:60

Similar to this is to respond to one’s greeting with a similar greeting or even better.
,The Holy Qur'an thus says

اهَوُّدرُ وْأَ  اهَْنِم  نَسَحْأَِب  اوُّیحَفَ  هٍَّیحِتَِب  مُْتیِّیحُ  اذَإِوَ 

When you are greeted with

(a greeting, greet with a better greeting than it or return it. (4:86

Repaying for an act of kindness has been confirmed in many traditions. Imam al-
:Sadiq (‘a) is thus reported to have said

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رُیِمأَ  نَاکَ 

هِْیَلإِ عَِنصُ  امَ  لِْثمِِب  عَنَصَ  نْمَ  لُوقُیَ : مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 

نَاکَ رَکَشَ  نْمَوَ  اًروکُشَ ، نَاکَ  هُفَعَضْأَ  نْمَوَ  هُأَفَاکَ ، امََّنإِفَ 
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مَْل هِسِْفَن  یَلإِ  عَنَصَ  امََّنإِ  عَنَصَ  امَ  َّنأَ  مَِلعَ  نْمَوَ  اًم ، _ يرِکَ

، مْهِِتَّدوَمَ یِف  مْهُدْزِتَسْیَ  مَْلوَ  مْهِرِکْشُ  یِف  سَاَّنلا  ئِطِْبتَسْیَ 

تَْیقَوَوَ کَسِْفَن  یَلإِ  تَْیتَأَ  امَ  رَکْشُ  كَرِْیغَ  نِْم  سْمِتَْلتَ  لاَوَ 

مْرِکُْی مَْل  هَجَاحَْلا  کَْیَلإِ  بَِلاَّطلا  َّنأَ  مْلَعْاوَ  کَضَرْعِ ، هِِب 

.هِِّدرَ نْعَ  کَهَجْوَ  مْرِکْأَفَ  کَهِجْوَ  نْعَ  هُهَجْوَ 

The Commander of the

Faithful (i.e. Imam `Ali) used to say, “He who repays a person with the same

kindness that was done to him has in fact rewarded that person. He who repays

with a double kindness is considered grateful. He who thanks for a kindness

that has been done to him is considered noble. If he realizes that the kindness

he has done to someone is in fact for himself in the first place, he will

neither find people (1) slow in thanking

him nor will he expect them to show him more love. Hence, you must not expect

others to thank you for that which you have done for yourself and that by

which you have saved your personality. Be it known to you that one who has

;asked you for something he needed did not save his face against yours

(therefore, you should save your face against rejecting him. (2

p: 212

.i.e. those to whom he had done that kindness [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:536, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
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:Ali ibn Salim has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying`

اللهِا بِاتَکِ  یِف  هٌیَآ 

.هٌلََّجسَُم

There is an unconditional

.verse in the Book of Allah

.Which verse is it?” asked `Ali“

,The Imam (‘a) answered

نِِمؤْمُْلا یِف  تْرَجَ  نُاسَحْإِْلا ﴾ اَّلإِ  نِاسَحْإِْلا  ءُازَجَ  لْهَ  ﴿

فٌورُْعمَ هِْیَلإِ  عَِنصُ  نْمَ  رِجِافَْلاوَ ; ِّربَْلاوَ  رِِفاکَْلاوَ ،

امَکَ عَنَصْیَ  نْأَ  هَأَفَاکَمُْلا  تِسَْیَلوَ  هِِب ، ئَِفاکَُی  نْأَ  هِْیلَعَفَ 

لَضَفَْلا هَُل  َّنأَ  كَاذَِل  هِِلْعِف  عَمَ  يرَیَ  لَْب  هِِب ، عَِنصُ 

.أَدَتَْبمُْلا

It is this verse: “Is the

reward of goodness aught but goodness? (55:60)” This verse is applicable to

the believers, the unbelievers, the pious, and the sinful. Whoever is done a

favor must recompense for it. To recompense does not mean to do the same

favor that was done to him; rather, he must realize that the one who has done

(him a favor has also had the priority of initiation. (1

p: 213
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

لِیِبسَ یعِطِاقَ  اللهُا  نَعََل 

، هُرُفُکْیَفَ فُورُْعمَْلا  هِْیَلإِ  عُنَصُْی  لُجَُّرلا  فِورُْعمَْلا …

.هِرِْیغَ یَلإِ  کَِلذَ  عَنَصْیَ  نْأَ  نِْم  هُُبحِاصَ  عُِنتَمْیَفَ 

May Allah curse those who obstruct

the path of favors… This happens when the one receiving a favor does not show

gratitude. As a result, the one who has done the favor will stop doing any

(further favors to anyone else. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

اًفورُْعمَ هِْیَلإِ  یَِتأُ  نْمَ 

لْعَْفیَ مَْل  نْإِفَ  هِْیلَعَ ، نِْثُیْلفَ  زَجَعَ  نْإِفَ  هِِب ، ئِْفاکَُیْلفَ 

.هَمَْعِّنلا رَفَکَ  دْقَفَ 

Whoever receives a favor

must repay it. If he is too weak to repay, he must then thank for it. If he

(does not do so then he has been ungrateful. (2

Observance of Duties towards Brethren-in-Faith

Another practical example of fair play is to acknowledge the duties towards brothers-
in-faith in the same way as they have done, because duties of the faithful believers
towards one another must be reciprocal. This fact has been confirmed in the
traditions that have pointed out these duties, such as the following one that is

(, reported from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a

لُجَُّرلا یِیحْتَسْیَ  امَأَ 
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؟ هِرِاجَ َّقحَ  فَرِْعیَ  لاَوَ  هَُّقحَ  هُرُاجَ  فَرِْعیَ  نْأَ  مْکُْنِم 

Is it not shameful that

your neighbors acknowledge their duties towards you but you do not

(acknowledge your duties towards them? (3

p: 214

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:539, H. 1 [- 4 - ] 1
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Correcting one’s Personal Flaws Rather than Criticizing Others

In this connection, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S)
:as saying

ثُلاََث

شِرْعَ ِّلظِ  یِف  نَاکَ  َّنهُْنِم  هٌدَحِاوَ  وْأَ  هِیِف  َّنکُ  نْمَ  لٍاصَخِ 

هِسِْفَن نِْم  سَاَّنلا  یطَعْأَ  لٌجُرَ  هُُّلظِ : َّلاإِ  َّلظِ  مَوْیَ لاَ  اللهِا 

رِّْخؤَُی مَْلوَ  لاًجْرِ  مِّْدقَُی  مَْل  لٌجُرَوَ  مْهُُلِئاسَ ، وَهُ  امَ 

هُاخَأَ بْعُِی  مَْل  لٌجُرَوَ  یًضرِ ، کَِلذَ اللهِ  َّنأَ  مَلَْعیَ  یَّتحَ  لاًجْرِ 

، هِسِْفَن نْعَ  بَْیعَْلا  کَِلذَ  یَفِْنیَ  یَّتحَ  بٍْیعَِب  مَِلسْمُْلا 

یفَکَوَ بٌْیعَ ، هَُل  ادََب  َّلاإِ  اًبْیعَ  اهَْنِم  یفِْنیَ  هَُّنإِفَ لاَ 

.سِاَّنلا نِعَ  هِسِْفنَِب  لاًْغشُ  ءِرْمَْلاِب 

Whoever possesses all, or

at least one of the following traits, shall be under the shade of Almighty

Allah’s Throne on the day when there shall be no other shade but His. (1) He

gives people what he wants from them, (2) he does not move a step forward or

backward unless he has been sure that this step will please Allah, and (3) he

does not blame his Muslim brother for any flaw until he removes the same flaw

from himself. Thus, whenever he tries to release himself of a flaw, he will

find in himself another flaw that requires correction. Indeed, to be engaged

(in amending one’s personal flaws saves one from seeking out the flaws of others. (1
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:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is also reported to have said

نْأَ اًبْیعَ  ءِرْمَْلاِب  یفَکَ 

، هِسِْفَن رِْمأَ  نِْم  هِْیلَعَ  یمَْعیَ  امَ  سِاَّنلا  بِوُیعُ  نِْم  فََّرعَتَیَ 

لَُّوحََّتلا عُیطِتَسْیَ  هِیِف لاَ  وَهُ  اًرْمأَ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  بَیعِیَ  وْأَ 

.هِیِنْعیَ امَِب لاَ  هُسَیِلجَ  يَذِؤُْی  وْأَ  هِرِْیغَ ، یَلإِ  هُْنعَ 

It is disgraceful enough

to point out those flaws in people which are present in you, to discredit

people for things that you yourself cannot get rid of, or to annoy the one

(who sits with you with things that do not concern you. (2

p: 215
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Speaking Well of People

Another practical example of fair play is to speak of people the very words that you
would like them to say about you, to think well of them, to take their words and deeds

.with the most favorable probability, and to praise and commend them

Interpreting this holy verse: “Speak fairly to the people, (2:83)” Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is
:reported to have said

لَاقَُی نْأَ  نَوُّبحُِت  امَ  نَسَحْأَ  سِاَّنلِل  اوُلوُق  ﴾ � � �﴿

.مْکُیِف

This means that you must

say about people the best words that you would like to hear from them about

(yourselves. (1

.The abovementioned points have been a few examples of fair play

Applications of Wrongdoing and Oppression

Point

The Holy Legislator has defined many practical examples of wrongdoing and
oppression against people, based on man’s all-inclusive concept of justice and
injustice. These examples have been mentioned in the traditions reported from the

Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). In this regard, the Holy

p: 216

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:563, S. 21, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 1
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Legislator has endued Muslims with sanctity and inviolability, the observance of which
requires a special treatment in the totality of social relations. A practical application of
this sanctity and inviolability requires forsaking and rejecting misbehavior and many

:misdeeds. The most important will be cited hereinafter

Killing and Hurting Muslims

The chief forbidden acts in the field of wrongdoing and oppression are to murder,
hurt, and terrorize Muslims even by a single word or an intentional look that reveals
plotting evil against them. The same is applicable to any act that helps in committing

.such wrongdoings. Let us now present a set of traditions indicating this tenor

:Hisham ibn Salim has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

: َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَاقَ 

نْمَأْیَْلوَ نَِمؤْمُْلا ، يَدِْبعَ  يذَآ  نْمَ  یِّنِم  بٍرْحَِب  نْذَأْیَِل 

.نَِمؤْمُْلا يَدِْبعَ  مَرَکْأَ  نْمَ  یِبضَغَ 

Allah, the Almighty and Majestic, says, “He that

hurts My faithful servant must be apprised of war from Me, and he that honors

(My faithful servant must be secured against My wrath.” (1

Hammad ibn `Uthman has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), directly or indirectly, to have
:said

لٌجُرَ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  ءُیجِیَ 

، بِاسَحِْلا یِف  سُاَّنلاوَ  هِِمدَِب ، هُخَِّطلَُی  یَّتحَ  لٍجُرَ  یَلإِ 

َّیلَعَ تَْنعَأَ  لُوقُیَفَ : کََلوَ ؟ یِل  امَ  اللهِا ، دَْبعَ  ایَ  لُوقُیَفَ :

.تُْلِتقُفَ اذَکَوَ  اذَکَ  مَوْیَ 

On the
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,Day of Resurrection, while people are stopped for the settlement of accounts

a man will approach another and stain him with his blood. The latter will

ask, “O servant of Allah, what is there between you and me?” The earlier will

say, “On such-and-such day, you helped others against me and I was killed

(because of that.” (2

p: 217

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:587, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) has said

مَوْیَ رُشَحُْی  دَْبعَْلا  َّنإِ 

هِمَجَحْمَْلا هُْبشِ  هِْیَلإِ  عُفَدُْیفَ  اًمدَ ، یمَدْأَ  امَوَ  هِمَایَقِْلا 

.نٍلاَُف مِدَ  نِْم  کَمُهْسَ  اذَهَ  هَُل : لُاقَُیفَ  کَِلذَ ، قَوْفَ  وْأَ 

تُکْفَسَ امَوَ  یِنتَضْبَقَ  کََّنأَ  مُلَْعتَ  کََّنإِ  ِّبرَ ، ایَ  لُوقُیَفَ :

اذَکَوَ اذَکَ  نٍلاَُف  نِْب  نِلاَُف  نِْم  تَْعمِسَ  امَوَ  یلََب ، لَاقَ : .اًمدَ 

هُلَتَقَفَ نٍلاَُف  یَلإِ  تْرَاصَ  یَّتحَ  تْلَقُِنفَ  هُْنعَ  اهَتَْیوَرَفَ 

.هِِمدَ نِْم  کَمُهْسَ  اذَهَفَ  .اهَْیلَعَ 

On the

,Day of Resurrection, a man who has never shed any blood when resurrected

will be given a glass full of blood, and told, “This is your share from the

blood of so-and-so!” The man will object, “O Lord, You know for sure that You

grasped my soul before I ever shed any blood.” He will be told, “No, you

have. You heard some words from so-and-so and related them until they reached

so-and-so who, because of it, killed that man. Therefore, this is your share

(in his blood that was shed.” (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نْمَ

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  هُفَاخَأَ  اهَِب  هُفَیخُِیِل  هرَظَْن  نٍِمؤُْم  یَلإِ  رَظََن 

.هُُّلظِ َّلاإِ  َّلظِ  مَوْیَ لاَ 
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Whoever stares at a

faithful believer in order to frighten him, Almighty Allah will frighten him

(on the day when there will be no shade save His. (2

p: 218
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Insulting a Muslim

.To insult or disappoint a faithful believer is another sort of wrongdoing

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

ِّیِبَّنلاِب يَرِسْأُ  اَّمَل 

نِِمؤْمُْلا لُاحَ  امَ  ِّبرَ ، ایَ  لَاقَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

یِنزَرَاَب دْقَفَ  اًّیِلوَ  یِل  نَاهَأَ  نْمَ  دَُّمحَُم ، ایَ  لَاقَ : كَدَْنعِ ؟

.یِئایَِلوْأَ هِرَصُْن  یَلإِ  ءٍیْشَ  عُرَسْأَ  اَنأَوَ  هَِبرَاحَمُْلاِب ،

(When the Holy Prophet (S

was ascending the heavens, he asked Almighty Allah, “O Lord, what is the

prestige of the faithful believers in Your view?” The Lord replied, “O

Muhammad, whoever insults any of My friends has indeed fought against Me. I

(am the swiftest in supporting My friends.” (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هُاخَأَ لُذُخْیَ  نٍِمؤُْم  نِْم  امَ 

ایَْنُّدلا یِف  اللهُا  هَُلذَخَ  َّلاإِ  هِِترَصُْن  یلَعَ  رُدِْقیَ  وَهُوَ 

.هِرَخِلآاوَ

Any believer who puts down

his brother-in-faith while he has the ability to support him shall most

(certainly be disappointed by Almighty Allah in this world and the Next World. (2
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.To humiliate, despise, or belittle a faithful believer is another form of wrongdoing

In this respect, al-Mu`alla ibn Khunays has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)
:saying
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اللهُا لَاقَ 

، نَِمؤْمُْلا يَدِْبعَ  يذَآ  نْمَ  یِّنِم  بٍرْحَِب  نْذَأْیَِل  َّلجَوَ : َّزعَ 

.نَِمؤْمُْلا يَدِْبعَ  مَرَکْأَ  نْمَ  یِبضَغَ  نْمَأْیَْلوَ 

Allah, the Almighty and

Majestic, says, “He that hurts My faithful servant must be apprised of war

from Me, and he that honors My faithful servant must be secured against My

(wrath.” (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

یِب یِّبرَ  يرَسْأَ  دْقََل 

نْأَ یِنهَفَاشَوَ  یحَوْأَ ، امَ  بِاجَحِْلا  ءِارَوَ  نِْم  َّیَلإِ  یحَوْأَفَ 

یِل دَصَرْأَ  دْقَفَ  اًّیِلوَ  یِل  َّلذَأَ  نْمَ  دَُّمحَُم ، ایَ  یِل : لَاقَ 

نْمَوَ ِّبرَ ، ایَ  تُْلُق : .هُُتْبرَاحَ  یِنَبرَاحَ  نْمَوَ  هَِبرَاحَمُْلاِب ،

: لَاقَفَ .هُتَْبرَاحَ  کََبرَاحَ  نْمَ  َّنأَ  تُمِْلعَ  دْقَفَ  اذَهَ ؟ کَُّیِلوَ 

امَکُِتَّیِّرذُِلوَ کَِّیصِوَِلوَ  کََل  هُقَاثَیِم  تُذْخَأَ  نْمَ  كَاذَ 

.هِیَلاَوِْلاِب

Indeed, my Lord made me

ascend to the heavens and then revealed to me from behind the Screens what he

meant to reveal. He spoke to me saying, “O Muhammad, whoever humiliates any

,of My friends has actually waged war against me, and whoever makes war on Me

I will make war on him.” I asked, “O Lord, who is Your friend? I now know for
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,sure that You will wage war against him who wages war against You” The Lord said

My friend is he from whom I had taken covenant to be loyal to you, your“

(successor, and your descendants.” (2

Abu-Harun has reported that he was present when Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to a group
,of people who were visiting him

؟ انَِب نَوُّفخِتَسْتَ  مْکَُل  امَ 

?Why are you belittling us

A man from Khurasan stood up and said, “God forbid it! How can we belittle you or
?” belittle any of your affairs
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:The Imam (‘a) addressed him saying

نِمَ دُحَأَ  کََّنإِ  یلََب ،

.یِب َّفخَتَسْإ 

Yes, it was. You were one

!of those who belittled me

?” The man said, “God forbid it! How can I ever belittle you

:The Imam (‘a) reminded

Woe to you! Did you not hear so-and-so ask you, while we were near al-Juhfah, to“
carry him behind you on your riding animal for just a short distance, because he was
too tired to continue walking? Nevertheless, you did not even turn your head towards

.” him. Thus, you belittled him

نِمَوَ

َّزعَ اللهِا  هَمَرْحُ  عََّیضَوَ  َّفخَتَسْإ  انَِبفَ  نٍِمؤْمُِب  َّفخَتَسْإ 

.َّلجَوَ

Whoever belittles a faithful believer has actually

(belittled us and violated the sanctity of Almighty Allah. (1

Imputing Dishonor to a Faithful Believer

Another example of wrongdoing is to blame and impute dishonor to a faithful believer
because of his having committed a sin or an evil act. However, to forbid someone

from or to advise him not to do evil with the intention of deterring him from
.committing a sin is quite different from blaming or imputing dishonor to him

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said
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بٍْنذَِب اًنِمؤُْم  رََّیعَ  نْمَ 

.هُبَکَرْیَ یَّتحَ  تْمُیَ  مَْل 

Whoever imputes dishonor

to a faithful believer because of committing a sin will not die before he

(commits the same sin. (2
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نْمَ

.هِرَخِلآاوَ ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  اللهُا  هُبََّنأَ  هُُبِّنؤَُی  امَِب  هُاخَأَ  یَقَِل 

Whoever addresses his

brother-in-faith with reprehensive words, Almighty Allah will reprehend him

(in this world and the Next World. (1

Finding Fault with Faithful Believers

To run after the faults of the faithful believers in order to injure them and take
advantage of these faults to expose their sanctities and ruin their personalities—is

another example of wrongdoing and oppression, both of which are forbidden in Islam.
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

دُْبعَْلا نُوکُیَ  امَ  دُعَْبأَ 

ظُفَحْیَ وَهُوَ  لَجَُّرلا  یخِاؤَُی  لُجَُّرلا  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  اللهِا  نَِم 

.امَ اًموْیَ  اهَِب  هُرَِّیعَُیفَ  هِِتَّلازَ 

The

situation in which a servant is remotest from Almighty Allah is when one

befriends another in order to count his faults so that he can someday impute

(dishonor to him because of them. (2

Ishaq ibn `Ammar has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoting the Holy
:Prophet (S) as saying

ایَ

، هِِبْلقَ یَلإِ  نَامَ  _ يلإا صِِلخُْی  مَْلوَ  هِِناسَِلِب  مَلَسْأَ  نْمَ  رَشَْعمَ 

نْمَ هَُّنإِفَ  مْهِِتارَوْعَ ، اوعُِبَّتتَ  لاَوَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا  اوُّمذُتَ  لاَ 
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اللهُا عََّبتَتَ  نْمَوَ  هُتَرَوْعَ ، اللهُا  عََّبتَتَ  مْهِِتارَوْعَ  عََّبتَتَ 

.هِِتْیَب یِف  وَْلوَ  هُحْضَْفیَ  هُتَرَوْعَ 

O assembly of those who

have declared Islam with their tongues, but have not yet felt the sincerity

of faith in their hearts! Do not censure the Muslims and do not run after

their defects. Verily, whoever runs after their defects, Almighty Allah will

run after his defect. And when Almighty Allah runs after the defects of

someone, He shall certainly expose him even if he confines himself to his

(house. (3
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Revile and Speak Ill of Faithful Believers

.To revile, curse, and speak ill of a faithful believer are examples of wrongdoings

According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Ka¨im (‘a) said about two persons,
,who reviled one another

، مُلَظْأَ امَهُْنِم  ئُدِابَْلا 

یَلإِ رْذِتَْعیَ  مَْل  امَ  هِْیلَعَ  هِِبحِاصَ  رُزْوِوَ  هُرُزْوِوَ 

.مِوُلظْمَْلا

The one who began this

abusive act is more responsible than the other; he is therefore answerable

for his abuse and the abuse of the other person unless he apologizes to the

(wronged party. (1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

A man from the tribe of Tamim came to the Holy Prophet (S) and asked for an advice.
:The Holy Prophet (S) said

سَاَّنلا اوُّبسُتَ  لاَ 

.مْهَُل هَوَادَعَْلا  اوُبسِکْتَفَ 

Do not revile“

(people; lest you incur their animosity.” (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

قَلَخَ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

وْأَ هِْیلَعَ  نَعَطَ  نْمَفَ  هِِترَدُْقوَ ، هِِللاَجَ  هِمَظَعَ  نِْم  نَِمؤْمُْلا 
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.اللهِا یلَعَ  َّدرَ  دْقَفَ  هَُلوْقَ  هِْیلَعَ  َّدرَ 

Verily, Almighty Allah has

created the faithful believers from the greatness of His Majesty and

Omnipotence. Therefore, he who speaks ill of a believer or answers him

(abusively will have answered Almighty Allah abusively. (3

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said
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َّنإِ

نَْیَبوَ هُنَْیَب  تْدََّدرَتَ  اهَِبحِاصَ  نِْم  تْجَرَخَ  اذَإِ  هَنَْعَّللا 

یَلإِ تْعَجَرَ  َّلاإِوَ  اًغاسَُم  تْدَجَوَ  نْإِفَ  نُعَْلیَ ، يذَِّلا 

اًنِمؤُْم اوُنعَْلتَ  نْأَ  اورُذَحْافَ  اهَِب ، َّقحَأَ  نَاکَوَ  اهَِبحِاصَ ،

.مْکُِب ُّلحِیَفَ 

When a curse comes out from the mouth, it hesitates

between its addressor and the addressee. If it does not find a justifiable

reason to go towards the addressee, it returns to its addressor, who then becomes

worthier of it. Thus, beware of cursing a faithful believer lest you will be

(afflicted with that curse. (1

Backbiting a Faithful Believer

To speak ill of a faithful believer behind his back thus exposing his hidden defects is
another form of wrongdoing. Expressed as backbiting, this deed has been openly

:forbidden in the Holy Qur'an that describes it as eating the flesh of the dead

هُومُُتهْرِکَفَ اتًْیمَ  هِیخِأَ  مَحَْل  لَکُأْیَ  نْأَ  مْکُدُحَأَ  ُّبحُِیأَ  اضًْعَب  مْکُضُْعَب  بْتَْغیَ  اَلوَ  اوسَُّسجَتَ  اَلوَ 

nor let some of you backbite others. Does one of you like to…

(eat the flesh of his dead brother? But you abhor it. (49:12

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

یِف لَا  نْمَ قَ_

نَیذِ _ َّلا نَِم  وَهُفَ  هُاَنذُأُ  هُْتعَمِسَوَ  هُانَْیعَ  هُْتأَرَ  امَ  نٍِمؤُْم 

{ مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  یِف  هُشَحِافَْلا  عَیشِتَ  نْأَ  نَوُّبحُِی  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  : } َّلجَوَ َّز  اللهُا عَ_ لَا  قَ_
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Whoever informs about a

faithful brother what his eyes have seen and ears heard, is included with

those about whom Almighty Allah says, “Surely, as for those who love that

scandal should circulate respecting those who believe, they shall have a

(” grievous chastisement. (24:19
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Within the paragraphs of his famous instructions to Abu-Dharr, the Holy Prophet (S) is
:reported to have said

كَاَّیإِ ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ 

.اَنِّزلا نَِم  ُّدشَأَ  هَبَیغِْلا  َّنإِفَ  هَبَیغِْلاوَ ،

O Abu-Dharr, beware of

.backbiting, because it is indeed graver than committing adultery

.Why is that, Allah’s Messenger?” Abu-Dharr asked“

,The Holy Prophet (S) answered

یِنزْیَ لَجَُّرلا  َّنلأَِ 

رُفَْغُت هُبَیغِْلاوَ لاَ  .هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  بُوُتیَفَ  اللهِا ، یَلإِ  بُوُتیَفَ 

، قٌوسُُف مِِلسْمُْلا  بُابَسِ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .اهَُبحِاصَ  اهَرَفِْغیَ  یَّتحَ 

هِِلامَ هُمَرْحُوَ  اللهِا ، یصِاعَمَ  نِْم  هِمِحَْل  لُکْأَوَ  رٌْفکُ ، هُُلاتَِقوَ 

.هِِمدَ هِمَرْحُکَ 

That is so because when

man commits adultery and then repents before Almighty Allah, his repentance

may be accepted. As for backbiting, it is not forgiven unless the one

backbitten forgives. O Abu-Dharr, to revile a Muslim is wickedness, to fight

against him is infidelity, to eat his flesh is one of the acts of

disobedience to Almighty Allah, and the inviolability of his properties is as

.sacred as the inviolability of shedding his blood
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.What is backbiting, Allah’s Messenger?” Abu-Dharr asked“

,The Holy Prophet (S) answered

كَرُکْذِ

.هُرَکْیَ امَِب  كَاخَأَ 

To backbite your brother-in-faith means informing others

.of things about him that he dislikes to be known

.What if I mention real things about him?” Abu-Dharr asked“

,The Holy Prophet (S) answered

p: 225
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اذَإِ کََّنأَ  مْلَعْإِ 

امَِب هُتَرْکَذَ  اذَإِوَ  هُتَْبتَغْا ، دِقَفَ  هِیِف  وَهُ  امَِب  هُتَرْکَذَ 

.هَُّتهََب دْقَفَ  هِیِف  سَْیَل 

Be

it known to you that if you mention things that he really has then you have

backbitten him, but if you mention things that he does not have then you have

(calumniated him. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مْلَفَ سَاَّنلا  لَمَاعَ  نْمَ 

مْلَفَ مْهُدَعَوَوَ  مْهُْبذِکْیَ ، مْلَفَ  مْهَُثَّدحَوَ  مْهُمِْلظْیَ ،

، هُُتَّورُُم تْلَمُکَوَ  هُُتبَیغِ ، تْمَرُحَ  نَّْمِم  نَاکَ  مْهُْفِلخُْی 

.هُُتَّوخُأُ تْبَجَوَوَ  هُُلدْعَ ، رَهَظَوَ 

As for him who treats people with fairness, tells them the

truth only, and fulfills his promises to them, it is then forbidden to

backbite him, his manliness is perfect, his decency is apparent, and it is

(obligatory to regard him as a true brother. (2

It is worth mentioning that scholars of Muslim jurisprudence have made some

exceptions in the forbiddance of backbiting. They have therefore excluded from this
law backbiting the sinful who openly commit evil, depending upon some traditions

:such as the following

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said
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قُسِافَْلا رَهَاجَ  اذَإِ 

.هَبَیغِ لاَوَ  هَُل  هَمَرْحُ  لاَفَ  هِقِسْفِِب 

,If a sinful commits sins openly

he is then deprived of any inviolability and to backbite him is not considered

(forbidden. (3

:Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 226

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:598, H. 9 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:597, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:604, H. 4 [- 3 - ] 3
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لاًجُرَ رَکَذَ  نْمَ 

، هُْبتَْغیَ مَْل  سُاَّنلا  هُفَرَعَ  اَّمِم  هِیِف  وَهُ  امَِب  هِفِْلخَ  نِْم 

سُاَّنلا هُْفرِْعیَ  اَّمِم لاَ  هِیِف  وَهُ  امَِب  هِفِْلخَ  نِْم  هُرَکَذَ  نْمَوَ 

.هُتَهََب دْقَفَ  هِیِف  سَْیَل  امَِب  هُرَکَذَ  نْمَوَ  هَُباتَغْإ ،

If

one speaks ill of another behind his back, this is not considered backbiting

when this thing is familiarly known by people, but if he mentions about him

something that is not known by people, he has then backbitten him. If he

(mentions something that is not true about him, he has then calumniated him. (1

Calumny

Calumny means falsely accusing people. To calumniate a believer is more serious
.than backbiting him

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

وْأَ اًنِمؤُْم  تَهََب  نْمَ 

یَّتحَ لٍابَخَ  هِنَیطِ  یِف  اللهُا  هُثَعََب  هِیِف  سَْیَل  امَِب  هًنَِمؤُْم 

.تِاسَِمومُْلا جِورُُف  نِْم  جُرُخْیَ  دٌیدِصَ  لَاقَ … اَّمِم  جَرُخْیَ 

Whoever falsely accuses a

,believing man or woman with something that he or she does not actually do or have

Almighty Allah will send him in the stinking sap unless he declares that

person as free from that charge… A stinking sap is the pus cast out from the
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(prostitutes’ pudenda. (2

Talebearing

Defined as the spreading of malicious gossip, talebearing is an example of
wrongdoing, because it poisons social relations among believers and leads to

.separation from each other

p: 227

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:604, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:603, H. 1 [- 3 - ] 2
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According to an authentic report, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted the Holy Prophet (S)
:as saying

؟ مْکُرِارَشِِب مْکُُئِبْنأُ  لاَأَ 

، هَِّبحِلأَا نَْیَب  نَوُقِّرفَمُْلا  هِمَیمَِّنلاِب ، نَوؤُاَّشمَْلا 

.بَِیاعَمَْلا ءِارَبَْلِل  نَوغُابَْلا 

May I inform you about the

most wicked of you all?... They are those who spread malicious gossip, cause

(dissension among lovers, and append false flaws to the flawless. (1

Within the paragraphs of his famous instructions to Abu-Dharr, the Holy Prophet (S) is
:reported to have said

لُخُدْیَ لاَ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ 

حُیرِتَسْیَ هِمَیمَِّنلا لاَ  بُحِاصَ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .تُاَّتقَْلا  هََّنجَْلا 

نِْیهَجْوَ اذَ  نَاکَ  نْمَ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .هِرَخِلآا  یِف  اللهِا  بِاذَعَ  نِْم 

اَبأَ ایَ  .رِاَّنلا  یِف  نِْیهَجْوَ  وذُ  وَهُفَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  نِْیَناسَِلوَ 

، هٌَنایَخِ کَیخِأَ  َّرسِ  كَؤُاشَْفإِوَ  هَِنامَلأَاِب ، سُِلاجَمَْلا  ٍّرذَ ،

.هِرَْثعَْلا سَِلجْمَ  بِْنتَجْاوَ  کَِلذَ  بِْنتَجْافَ 

O Abu-Dharr, talebearers

shall not be allowed to enter Paradise. O Abu-Dharr, talebearers shall never get

,a break from the torture of Almighty Allah in the Hereafter. O Abu-Dharr

those who are two-tongued and two-faced in this world shall have two faces of

fire. O Abu-Dharr, meetings must be based on trust. To divulge the secrets of
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your friend is betrayal. Therefore, refrain from that and refrain from presenting

(yourself in meetings where flaws are pursued. (2

Distrust and Misgiving

To distrust and have a negative idea about a faithful believer is another form of
.wrongdoing

p: 228

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:616, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:617, H. 4 [- 3 - ] 2
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هُاخَأَ نُِمؤْمُْلا  مَهََّتإ  اذَإِ 

.ءِامَْلا یِف  حُْلمِْلا  ثُامَْنیَ  امَکَ  هِِبْلقَ  یِف  نُامَ  _ يلإِا ثَامَْنإ 

If a faithful believer has

misgivings about another faithful believer, faith will melt in his heart in

(the same way as salt melts in water. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

هِِنسَحْأَ یلَعَ  کَیخِأَ  رَْمأَ  عْضَ 

تْجَرَخَ هٍمَِلکَِب  َّنَّنظُتَ  لاَوَ  کَُبِلْغیَ ، امَ  هُْنِم  کَیَِتأْیَ  یَّتحَ 

.لاًمَحْمَ رِْیخَْلا  یِف  اهََل  دُجِتَ  تَْنأَوَ  اًءوسُ  کَیخِأَ  نِْم 

Give the best probability

to the deed of your brother-in-faith until you receive from him something

that tears down your good probability. Never deem evil any word that has been

said by your brother-in-faith as long as you can find an acceptable excuse

(for it. (2

p: 229

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:613, S. 161, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:362, H. 3; Shaykh al-Saduq, al-Amali, pp. 380, H. 483; [- 3 - ] 2
`Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 75: 196, H. 11 as quoted from the previous

.reference books

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1447 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_229_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_229_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Excellent Examples of Justice in Social Relations

Point

The Holy Legislator has emphasized practicing justice in social relations and
associations. The purpose behind such emphasis is to reveal the necessity of this rule
in firming up its superstructure. In this connection, we can mention a few examples

.that carry special denotations

Avoiding Confidential Talks in Public Sessions

The Holy Legislator has warned against holding a confidential talk between two
persons when there is a third person sitting with them. The Holy Qur'an has censured
some Muslims who returned to holding secret counsels after they had been forbidden

:to do so

لِوسَُّرلا تِیَصِْعمَوَ  نِاوَدْعُْلاوَ  مِْثإِْلاِب  نَوْجَانَتَیَوَ  هُْنعَ  اوهُُن  امَِل  نَودُوعُیَ  َّمُث  يوَجَّْنلا  نِعَ  اوهُُن  نَیذَِّلا  یَلإِ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ 

Have you not seen those

who are forbidden secret counsels, then they return to what they are

forbidden, and they hold secret counsels for sin and revolt and disobedience

(to the Messenger. (58:8

:According to an authentic tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

هًَثلاََث مُوْقَْلا  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

امَ کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِفَ  امَهِِبحِاصَ ، نَودُ  نِانَْثا  مُهُْنِم  جَانَتَیَ  لاَفَ 

.هِیذِؤُْیوَ هُُنزِحُْی 

If there are three persons

sitting together, two of them must not talk confidentially to one another and
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(leave their third mate, because this act saddens and injures him. (1

p: 230

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:472, S. 72, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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Distributing Glances

If a person speaks to a number of people or sits with them, it will be appropriate to
distribute his glances among them fairly; that is to look at each of them equally. In this

:respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported through a valid tradition, to have said

نَاکَ

نَْیَب هِِتاظَحََل  مُِّسقَُی  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ 

مَْلوَ .هَِّیوَِّسلاِب  اذَ  یَلإِ  رُظُْنیَوَ  اذَ  یَلإِ  رُظُْنیَفَ  هِِباحَصْأَ ،

نَْیَب هِْیلَجْرِ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  طْسُْبیَ 

كُرُْتیَ امَفَ  لُجَُّرلا  هُحُِفاصَُیَل  نَاکَ  نْإِوَ  ُّطقَ ، هِِباحَصْأَ 

نَوکُیَ یَّتحَ  هِدِیَ  نِْم  هُدَیَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ 

هُحَفَاصَ اذَإِ  لُجَُّرلا  نَاکَ  کَِلذَِل  اوُنطِفَ  اَّملَفَ  كَرِاَّتلا ، وَهُ 

.هِدِیَ نِْم  اهَعَزَنَفَ  هِدِیَِب  لَاقَ 

The Messenger of Allah (S) used to distribute his glances

among his companions equally. He used to look at each one of them in an equal

manner. He has never stretched his legs while he was sitting among his

companions. When he shook hands with them, he would never leave their hands

until they would do. When they realized this manner, they would quickly pull

(their hands away. (1

Interrupting Speech

It is required not to break one’s discourse or interrupt him while talking. Shaykh al-
Kulayni has reported through a familiar chain of authority that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)

:quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying
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یِف مِِّلکَتَمُْلا  مِِلسْمُْلا  هِیخِلأَِ  ضَرَعَ  نْمَ 

.هُهَجْوَ شَدَخَ  امََّنأَکَفَ  هِِثیدِحَ 

,Whoever interrupts the discourse of his brother-in-faith

(it will be as if he has scratched his face. (2

p: 231

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:499, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:472, S. 73 [- 1 - ] 2
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Good-manners Endear people

Point

In the previous demonstration of principles and rules of social relations, we learnt that
good manners, i.e. courtesy endears people and corresponds to openness (in social
relations) as well as its moral content, that is love. Moreover, if this love is intended
purely for the sake of Almighty Allah, it will turn, as required, into faith, belief, and
doctrine. Animosity, disputation and argument are forbidden, because incurring the

.hostility and hatred of people are prohibited

”A Faithful believer must be gentle and lenient“

We may add to the aforementioned discussion that the Holy Legislator has strongly
encouraged the believers to be gentle and lenient in the totality of their social
relations with others. According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has

:quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نْمَِب مْکُرُِبخْأُ  لاَأَ 

نُِّیَّللا بُیرِقَْلا ، نُِّیهَْلا  اًدغَ ؟ رُاَّنلا  هِْیلَعَ  مَُّرحَُت 

.لُهَّْسلا

May I inform you of those

,who shall be forbidden to Hellfire? They are the gentle, easily contacted

(lenient, and simple ones. (1

Other traditions have confirmed this fact. For instance, it is reported that one of the
:Holy Imams (‘a) has said

لِمَجَْلاکَ نَوُنِّیَل ، نَوُنِّیهَ  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا 

.خَانَتَسْإ هٍرَخْصَ  یلَعَ  خَیِنأُ  نْإِوَ  دَاقَْنإ ، دَیِق  نْإِ  فِِللأَا 
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True believers are gentle and lenient. They are like tame

camels—they obey when they are driven, and kneel down even on a rock when

(made to kneel down. (2

p: 232

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:510, S. 106, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:234, H. 14 [- 2 - ] 2
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This pertains to social relations. As for political relations and commitment to duties,
pledges, and covenants as well as questions related to faith and belief, faithful
believers are required to be strong, sturdy, and durable. It is therefore important for
faithful believers to combine lenience in social relations and sturdiness in principles

.and faith

Confirming this, it is related that faithful believers must be characterized by happy
mien and bright appearance. In this regard, one of the Holy Imams (‘a) is reported to

:have said

نُسْحُوَ فِورُْعمَْلا  عُِئانَصَ 

لُخُْبْلاوَ .هََّنجَْلا  نِلاَخِدُْیوَ  هََّبحَمَْلا  نِابَسِکُْی  رِشِْبْلا 

.رَاَّنلا نِلاَخِدُْیوَ  اللهِا  نَِم  نِادَعِْبُی  هِجْوَْلا  سُوُبعُوَ 

Acts of kindness and

bright appearance yield affection and give allowance to Paradise, while

(stinginess and frowning drive away from Almighty Allah and lead to Hellfire. (1

Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have narrated that a man came to the Holy Prophet
,(S) and asked for an advice. One advice given to him was

.طٍسِبَْنُم هٍجْوَِب  كَاخَأَ  قَْلإِ 

Receive your brother with

(cheerful mien. (2

Hasan ibn al-Husayn has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoting the Holy
:Prophet (S) as saying

، بِِلَّطمُْلا دِْبعَ  یِنَب  ایَ 

هِقَلاَطَِب مْهُوْقَْلافَ  مْکُِلاوَْمأَِب ، سَاَّنلا  اوعُسَتَ  نَْل  مْکَُّنإِ 
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.رِشِْبْلا نِسْحُوَ  هِجْوَْلا 

O sons of `Abd

al-Mu(3)alib, you will not contain people with your fortunes; therefore, meet

(them with a bright face and happy mien. (4

p: 233

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:103, H. 5 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:512, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 2

-3
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:512, H. 4 [- 1 - ] 4
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Ranks of endearment to people and indulgence

Paying Visits and Exchanging Meetings

We have shed light on the significance of exchanging visits to achieve the emotional

objective of building good social relations with people; namely, love. The

encouragement of paying visits makes possible meetings of the faithful believers and
.gives a better chance to practice courtesy and indulgence

Confirming the significance of paying visits, the Holy Prophet (S) has said within his
(, instruction to Imam `Ali (‘a

رْزُ لٍایَْمأَ  هَعََبرْأَ  رْسِ 

.اللهِا یِف  اًخأَ 

Walk four miles and visit

(a brother-in-faith. (1

Shu`ayb al-`Aqarqufi has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying to his
,companions

.اوْقَلاَتَوَ اورُوَازَتَ 

Always exchange visits and

(meet each other. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

نِاوَخْلإِا نَْیَب  لُصُاوََّتلا 

.رُوُازََّتلا رِضَحَْلا  یِف 

In homelands, exchanging

(visits is the means of association among brothers-in-faith. (3
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Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have mentioned that to pay visit to a brother-in-
(faith is one of the duties towards him. (4

p: 234

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:248, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:21, H. 9 [- 2 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:494, S. 93, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 3

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:545, H. 8 [- 1 - ] 4
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:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

هِرَایَزِ نِْم  َّلمَتَ  لاَ 

: هَُل لَاقَفَ  هُاخَأَ  یَقَِل  اذَإِ  نَِمؤْمُْلا  َّنإِفَ  کَِناوَخْإِ ;

هُحَفَاصَ اذَإِفَ  هِمَایَقِْلا ، مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  اًبحَرْمَ  هَُل  بَِتکُ  اًبحَرْمَ ،

هٌعَسِْت هٍمَحْرَ ، هََئاِم  امَهِْیمَاهَْبإِ  نَْیَب  امَ  یِف  اللهُا  لَزَْنأَ 

اللهُا لَبَْقأَ  َّمُث  هِِبحِاصَِل ، اًّبحُ  امَهِِّدشَلأَِ  اهَْنِم  نَوعُسِْتوَ 

َّدشَأَ هِِبحِاصَِل  اًّبحُ  امَهِِّدشَأَ  یلَعَ  نَاکَفَ  هِهِجْوَِب  امَهِْیلَعَ 

.هُمَحَّْرلا امَهُْترَمَغَ  اقََناعَتَ  اذَإِفَ  لاًابَْقإِ ،

Never be weary of visiting

your brothers-in-faith. When a believer meets one of his brothers-in-faith

and says “hello,” (the reward of) a permanent salutation will be recorded for

him up to the Day of Resurrection. If he shakes hands with him, Almighty

Allah will send one hundred items of mercy between their thumbs, ninety-nine

of which will be for the more loving of the two to the other. Then, Almighty

Allah will advance to both of them with His Face, but He will advance more to

the more loving of the two to the other. If they embrace each other, they

(will be surrounded with mercy. (1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) established a general objective for such visits, meetings, and
indulgent behavior. The objective was to create a high-level rank of mutual love,
affection, and spiritual and moral association among faithful believers. Expressing this

,objective, Imam `Ali (‘a) says
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هًطََلاخَُم سَاَّنلا  اوطُِلاخَ 

.مْکُْیَلإِ اوُّنحَ  مُْتشْعِ  نْإِوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  اوْکََب  اهَعَمَ  مُّْتُم  نْإِ 

Associate with people in

such a manner that if you die they weep over you and if you are alive they

(crave for your company. (2

This indulgent behavior is not an ordinary ostentation that can be understood as an
attempt to gain personal interests

p: 235

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:564, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 1
.Nahj al-Balaghah, Saying No. 10 [- 1 - ] 2
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or a state of hypocrisy; rather, it is an act involving a real goal and content; namely,
.love and affection

The Holy Legislator has taken much interest in setting up excellent principles, rules,
and regulations in favor of achieving the best results of these visits and associations.

:These principles and regulations will be cited after the following steps

First Step: Meeting People with a Good Mien and Salutation

Point

Meeting people is regarded as the first step of building good social relations with
people. The form and method of meeting have therefore been the first step in
endearing oneself to people. In the course of achieving this goal, Islam has advised of

:a number of matters at the top of which are the following three

Being the First to Greet

Islam has urged being the first to offer salutation and taking the initiative in greeting
the person one meets. According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)

:has said

یَلوْأَ مِلاََّسلاِب  يدِابَْلا 

.هِِلوسُرَوَ اللهِاِب 

The first to offer

(salutation is nearer to Allah and His Messenger (s). (1

:According to another validly reported tradition, Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) has said

نِِمؤْمُْلا قِلاَخْأَ  نِْم  َّنإِ 

.مْهِْیلَعَ مِلاََّسلاِب  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  هُءَادَِتْبإ 
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One of the traits of a

(true believer is that he should be the first to greet the other believers. (2

p: 236

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:435, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:436, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2
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:Through a valid chain of authority, the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

لَْبقَ مِلاََّسلاِب  اوأُدَْبإِ 

.هُوُبیجُِت لاَفَ  مِلاََّسلا  لَْبقَ  مِلاَکَْلاِب  أَدََب  نْمَفَ  مِلاَکَْلا ،

Precede greeting to

(talking. Hence, do not answer him who begins with talking before greeting. (1

Islam has given greeting a special importance making it the slogan of Muslims and
setting up many detailed rules of etiquette so that it would take a distinctive position
in mutual association among Muslims. The author of Wasa’il a-Shi`ah, for instance,
has dedicated more than twenty sections of his book to explaining the details of these
etiquettes and rules. It is therefore advisable to refer to these sections. (2) Some of
these details have already been mentioned within the previous sections of this book
while others will be hopefully cited in the coming books on the systems of rituals and

.acts of worship

Meeting People with a Cheerful Mien

The second matter in the first step towards endearment to people is to meet Muslims

:with a bright face and cheerful mien

:In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) reported the Holy Prophet (s) to have said

p: 237

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:436, H. 4 [- 3 - ] 1
.Refer to Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:435-454 456-458 [- 4 - ] 2
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هِیخِلأَِ ءِرْمَْلا  َّدوِ  نَیِّفصَُی  ثٌلاََث 

یِف هَُل  عُِّسوَُیوَ  هُیَقَِل ، اذَإِ  رِشِْبْلاِب  هُاقَْلیَ  مِِلسْمُْلا :

ءِامَسْلأَا ِّبحَأَِب  هُوعُدْیَوَ  هِْیَلإِ ، سَلَجَ  اذَإِ  سِِلجْمَْلا 

.هِْیَلإِ

Three

things will prove your friendship to your Muslim brother. Warmly welcoming

him, making room for him in meetings when he arrives, and calling him by his

(dearest names. (1

Smiling at brothers-in-faith comes under the same title. Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported
:to have said

مُُّسبَتَ

.هٌنَسَحَ هُْنعَ  يذَقَْلا  هُُفرْصَوَ  هٌنَسَحَ ، هِیخِأَ  هِجْوَ  یِف  نِِمؤْمُْلا 

.نِِمؤْمُْلا یلَعَ  رِورُُّسلا  لِاخَدْإِ  لِْثمِِب  اللهُا  دَِبعُ  امَوَ 

To smile in the face of a brother-in-faith is a

.rewardable deed and to ward off motes from him is a rewardable deed, too

Almighty Allah has never been worshipped by any better act than giving

(pleasure to a faithful believer. (2

Speaking Good Words

The third leading matter in the first step towards endearment of oneself to people is
to speak good words when meeting a brother-in-faith. Many traditions have borne

.confirmations on exchanging greetings and speaking affectionately
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:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

ُّبحُِی َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

.مِلاََّسلا ءَاشَْفإِ 

Verily, Almighty Allah

(likes exchanging greetings.(3

,Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said within a long discourse

p: 238

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:409, S. 30, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:483, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:438, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 3
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لاَوَ اوُبضَْغتَ  لاَ  لُوقُیَ : مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ٌّیِلعَ  نَاکَ 

اوُّلصَوَ مَلاَکَْلا ، اوُبیطِأَوَ  مَلاََّسلا ، اوشُْفأَ  .اوُبضِْغُت 

مُلاََّسلا : ) مٍلاَسَِب هََّنجَْلا  اوُلخُدْتَ  مٌایَِن  سُاَّنلاوَ  لِْیَّللاِب 

(. نُمِْیهَمُْلا نُِمؤْمُْلا 

Imam `Ali (‘a) used to say, “Do

not be angry and do not enrage others. Exchange greetings, be courteous, and

pray at night when people are asleep; you will easily be allowed into Paradise.
,Almighty Allah says, ‘He is Allah… the Giver of peace, the Granter of security

(the Guardian over all… (59:23)’” (1

Second Step: Shaking hands, Embracing, Kissing, and Expressing Love

Point

Choosing the most appropriate manner in dealing with others is the second step
through which courtesy, indulgence, and endearment of oneself to others can be
practiced. In this step, the Holy Legislator has highlighted, urged, and advised of a

.number of manners

Handshaking

To shake hands with others when meeting them gives expression to affection, love,
.and friendliness

:Through a valid chain of authority, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

اذَإِ نِْینَِمؤْمُْلا  َّنإِ 

تْطَقَاسَتَوَ هِهِجْوَِب ، امَهِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  لَبَْقأَ  احَفَاصَتَفَ  ایَقَتَْلإ 
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.رِجََّشلا نَِم  قُرَوَْلا  طُقَاسَتَیَ  امَکَ  بُوُنُّذلا  امَهُْنعَ 

When two believers meet and shake hands, Almighty Allah will advance to

them with His Face and their sins will fall from them in the same way as

(leaves fall from trees. (2

p: 239

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:438, S. 34, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 1
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

بُهَذْتَ اهَّنإِفَ  اوحُفَاصَتَ 

.هِمَیخَِّسلاِب

Shake hands with each

(other, because this act removes rancor. (1

Other traditions have confirmed the significance and vital role that shaking hands
plays in building good social relations, in the capacity of its being another motto raised

(by Islam. (2

Embracing and Kissing

To embrace and kiss each other is another manifestation of love and affection as well
.as an expression of courtesy

:A tradition holds that Imam al-Baqir and Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) have said

یَلإِ جَرَخَ  نٍِمؤُْم  امَُّیأَ 

هٍوَطْخُ ِّلکُِب  هَُل  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  هِِّقحَِب  اًفرِاعَ  هُرُوزُیَ  هِیخِأَ 

اذَإِفَ هٌجَرَدَ ، هَُل  تْعَِفرُوَ  هٌئَِّیسَ ، هُْنعَ  تْیَحُِموَ  هًنَسَحَ ،

ایَقَتَْلإ اذَإِفَ  ءِامََّسلا ، بُاوَْبأَ  هَُل  تْحَِتُف  بَابَْلا  قَرَطَ 

یهَاَب َّمُث  هِهِجْوَِب ، امَهِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  لَبَْقأَ  اقََناعَتَوَ  احَفَاصَتَوَ 

ارَوَازَتَ َّيدَْبعَ  یَلإِ  اورُظُْنأُ  لُوقُیَفَ : هَکَِئلاَمَْلا  امَهِِب 

دَْعَب رِاَّنلاِب  امَهَُبِّذعَأُ  َّلاأَ  َّیلَعَ  ٌّقحَ  َّیف ; اَّباحَتَوَ 

.فِِقوْمَْلا کَِلذَ 

Any believer who leaves his house intending to visit a
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brother-in-faith as an acknowledgement of his duty towards him, Almighty

Allah shall record for him a reward for each step he walks, erase an

evildoing he has committed, and raise him a rank. If he knocks the door of

his brother-in-faith, the doors of the heavens shall be opened before him. If

they meet, shake hands, and embrace each other, Almighty Allah shall advance

,to them with His Face and then take pride in them before the angels, saying

Look at these two servants of Mine. They have visited and loved each other“

for My sake. It is thus incumbent upon Me not to torture them with Hellfire

(after this situation of them.” (3

p: 240

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:554, H. 5 [- 2 - ] 1
.Refer to S. 27 of the same previous reference book [- 3 - ] 2
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:According to another authentic tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

اذَإِ نِْینَِمؤْمُْلا  َّنإِ 

نِادَیرُِی امَزَتَْلإ لاَ  اذَإِفَ  هُمَحَّْرلا ، امَهُْترَمَغَ  اقَنَتَعْإ 

ضِارَغْأَ نِْم  اًضرَغَ  نِادَیرُِی  لاَوَ  اللهِا  هَجْوَ  َّلاإِ  کَِلذَِب 

اذَإِفَ .افَِنأْتَسْافَ  امَکَُل  رٌوفُْغمَ  امَهَُل : لَیِق  ایَْنُّدلا ،

: ضٍْعبَِل اهَضُْعَب  هُکَِئلاَمَْلا  تَِلاقَ  هَِلءَاسَمُْلا  یلَعَ  لاَبَْقأَ 

اللهُا هُرَتَسَ  دْقَوَ  اًرّسِ  امَهَُل  َّنإِفَ  امَهُْنعَ ، اوَّْحنَتَ 

.امَهِْیلَعَ

When two faithful believers

embrace each other, mercy will spread over them. If they touch each other for

no other purpose than seeking nearness to Almighty Allah, without having any

worldly point, it will be then said to them, “You are forgiven. So, go on in

this manner.” If they hold a confidential talk, the angels will then say to

each other, “Step aside! These two have a secret that Almighty Allah has

(covered for them.” (1

It has been narrated that when Ja`far ibn Abi-Talib returned from Abyssinia (after
years of refuge), his return concurred with the conquest of Khaybar at the hands of
Imam `Ali (‘a). Once his eyes fell on Ja`far, the Holy Prophet (S) walked twelve steps
forward to receive Ja`far. He then embraced, kissed him between the eyes, wept,
and said, “Indeed, I do not know for which matter I am happier. Is it for your return,
Ja`far, or is it for the conquest of Khaybar that Almighty Allah has given at the hands

of your brother?” Thus, the
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(Holy Prophet (S) wept for joy when he saw Ja`far. (1

:Through an authentic chain of authority, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

َّنإِ

مِیِلسَّْتلا مُامَتَوَ  هَحَفَاصَمُْلا ، مِیقِمُْلِل  هَِّیحَِّتلا  مِامَتَ  نِْم 

.هُقََناعَمُْلا رِِفاسَمُْلا  یلَعَ 

Shaking hands is the

consummate greeting of a resident, while embracing is the consummate greeting

(of one going on a journey.(2

Telling About Love

The third matter in the second step towards endearing oneself to people is to tell the
brothers-in-faith that you love them. To reveal this emotion can be once expressed

.practically through shaking hands, embracing, and kissing, or by directly saying it

Concerning the second way, it is reported through a valid way of narration that Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

لاًجُرَ تَْببَحْأَ  اذَإِ 

.امَکُنَْیَب هَِّدوَمَْلِل  تُبَْثأَ  هَُّنإِفَ  کَِلذَِب ، هُرِْبخْأَفَ 

If you love somebody, you

should inform him, because this way firms up affection between you and him

.more strongly

,According to another tradition

هَِّدوَمَْلِل یقَْبأَ  هَُّنإِفَ 
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.هِفَْللإِا یِف  رٌْیخَوَ 

.because it maintains affection and increases familiarity … 

:According to a third tradition, the Imam (‘a) is reported to have said

اذَإِ

مَیهِارَْبإِ َّنإِفَ  کَِلذَ ; هُمِْلعْأَفَ  کَِناوَخْإِ  نِْم  اًدحَأَ  تَْببَحْأَ 

: لَاقَ .یتَوْمَْلا  یِیحُْت  فَْیکَ  یِنرِأَ  ِّبرَ  : ) لَاقَ مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 

(. یِبْلقَ َّنِئمَطْیَِل  نْکَِلوَ  یلََب ، لَاقَ : نِْمؤُْت ؟ مَْلوَأَ 

If you love one of your brothers-in-faith, you should

inform him about that. Prophet Abraham (‘a) said, “‘My Lord! Show me how You

,give life to the dead?’ He said, ‘What! And do you not believe?’ He said

(Yes, but that my heart may be at ease.’” (2:260) (3‘

p: 242

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:559, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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Third Step: Etiquettes of Conversation and Sitting in Sessions

Point

The third step towards courtesy and indulgence is commitment to good manners

during sessions and conversations. Islamic legislation has taken special interest in this
:topic, revealed through the following points

Etiquettes of Participation in Sessions

Islam has specified certain etiquettes for sitting in public sessions as well as certain
manners of behavior in public assemblies and meetings. Some of these etiquettes are

:as follows

Making room for new comers

One of these etiquettes is to make room and place in sessions and to leave these
,sessions once they are terminated. In this respect, the Holy Qur'an says

اوُنمَآ نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  عِفَرْیَ  اوزُشـُْنافَ  اوزُشـُْنا  لَیِق  اذَإِوَ  مْکَُل  هَُّللا  حِسـَْفیَ  اوحُسـَْفافَ  سِِلاجـَمَْلا  یِف  اوحَُّسفَتَ  مْکَُل  لَـیِق  اذَإِ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهـَُّیأَ  ایـَ 
تٍاجَرَدَ مَْلعِْلا  اوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  مْکُْنِم 

O you who believe! When

,it is said to you, “Make room in (your) assemblies,” then make ample room

;Allah will give you ample; and when it is said, “Rise up,” then rise up

Allah will exalt those of you who believe, and those who are given knowledge

(in high degrees. (58:11

p: 243
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

یِف ءِاسَلَجُْلِل  یغِبَْنیَ 

عِارَِّذلا مِظُعَ  رُادَْقِم  نِْینَْثإ  ِّلکُ  نَْیَب  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  فِْیَّصلا 

.ضٍْعَب یلَعَ  مْهُضُْعَب  َّقشِیَ  َّلائَِل 

Persons sitting in one

place in summer are required to leave a space that is as long as the arm bone

between each couple of them so that none of them will make narrow the place

(of the others. (1

,About the exegesis of the holy verse

نَیِنسِحْمُْلا نَِم  كَارََن  اَّنإِ 

Surely, we see you to be

(of the doers of good. (12:36

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

، سَِلجْمَْلا عُِّسوَُی  نَاکَ 

.فَیعَِّضلا نُیعُِیوَ  جِاتَحْمُْلِل ، ضُرِْقتَسْیَوَ 

Prophet Joseph (‘a) used

(to make room in sessions, ask for loans for the needy, and help the weak. (2

In addition to the above, there are other etiquettes decided by the Holy Legislator in
(this regard. (3

Receiving and Bidding Farewell
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Another behavior to be practiced in general sessions is to receive and bid farewell
.those who join and leave these sessions

Through a familiar way of narration, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is

p: 244

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:405, S. 4, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
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:reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نِْم

اذَإِ هًئَْینَهُ  هُعَمَ  اوشُمْیَ  نْأَ  تِْیبَْلا  لِهْأَ  یلَعَ  لِخِاَّدلا  ِّقحَ 

.جَرَخَ اذَإِوَ  لَخَدَ 

One of the duties that

are incumbent upon a host towards the visitor is to walk with him for a short

(distance when he comes in or leaves the house. (1

Following the Instructions of the Host

It is mannerly to sit where the owner of the house orders you to sit, because he
knows better the most suitable places in his house to sit in, be it for the sake of
honoring the guest or for the sake of the internal affairs of his house. In this regard,

:the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

یلَعَ مْکُدُحَأَ  لَخَدَ  اذَإِ 

.جَرُخْیَ یَّتحَ  هِْیلَعَ  رٌیِمأَ  وَهُفَ  هِِتْیَب  یِف  مِِلسْمُْلا  هِیخِأَ 

When you enter the house

of one of your brothers-in-faith, you should be obedient to his orders until

(you leave. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted his father (‘a) as saying

اذَإِ

هُرُُمأْیَ ثُْیحَ  دْعُْقیَْلفَ  هِِلحْرَ  یِف  هِیخِأَ  یلَعَ  مْکُدُحَأَ  لَخَدَ 

هِِتْیَب هِرَوْعَِب  فُرَعْأَ  لِحَّْرلا  بَحِاصَ  َّنإِفَ  لِحَّْرلا ، بُحِاصَ 
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.هِْیلَعَ لِخِاَّدلا  نَِم 

When you enter the house of one of your

brethren-in-faith, you should sit where the owner of the house orders you to

(sit, because he knows the gaps in his house more than the guest does. (3

p: 245
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Manner of Sitting

Sayyid `Abd al-`A¨im al-Hasani has reported that the Holy Prophet (S) used to sit in
one of three positions. (1) He used to squat; i.e. to sit with the hams resting on the
backs of the heels, (2) he used to rest on the knees, or (3) he used to twist one leg and

(stretch the other on it. He never sat cross-legged. (1

However, some traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (s) hold that it is acceptable
to sit cross-legged for purpose of timely rest. Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) is reported

:to have said

هِذِهَ تُسْلَجَ  امََّنإِ 

.هَِللاَمِْلِل هَسَْلجَْلا 

I have sat in this way

(because of fatigue. (2

Apparently, the abovementioned three ways of sitting represented the utmost of
courtesy on the one hand and the saving of place on the other, which suited the social

.and life situations of that time

Modest Posture

To behave modestly in sitting is to choose the nearest space to sit in. In this regard,
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported through a valid chain of authority to have said

نَِم فِرََّشلا  نِودُِب  یَضِرَ  نْمَ 

یَّتحَ هِْیلَعَ  نَوُّلصَُی  هُُتکَِئلاَمَوَ  اللهُا  لِزَیَ  مَْل  سِِلجْمَْلا 

.مَوقُیَ

He who accepts to sit in a
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less suitable place for his prestige, Almighty Allah and His angels will keep

(on blessing him until he leaves. (3

p: 246
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This modesty is also reported to have been one of the Holy Prophet’s manners. Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

لُوسُرَ نَاکَ 

یَندْأَ یِف  دَعَقَ  لاًزِْنمَ  لَخَدَ  اذَإِ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا 

.لُخُدْیَ نَیحِ  هِْیَلإِ  سِِلجْمَْلا 

The Messenger of Allah (S) used to sit in the narrowest space he

(found in houses he visited. (1

In this connection, it is worth mentioning that it is recommended to sit facing the
kiblah direction and to avoid sitting opposite to sunlight so as to avoid the moral and

(material consequences stemming from it. (2

Blessing the Sneezing

One of the prophetic traditions is to bless the person who sneezes. This means to
address the sneezing person with the statement of ‘yarhamukallahu (Allah may have
mercy upon you)’. The sneezer may then answer with the statement of

‘yahdikumullahu wa yuslihu balakum (May Allah guide you and improve your
condition)’ or similar statements like ‘yaghfirullahu lakum wa yarhamukum (May Allah
forgive you and have mercy upon you)’ or ‘yaghfirullahu lana walakum (May Allah
forgive you and us)’. Following the example of the Holy Prophet (S), the Holy Imams

.(‘a) laid stress on this social manner

:In this regard, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هِیخِأَ یلَعَ  مِِلسْمُْلِل 

هُدَوعُیَوَ هُیَقَِل ، اذَإِ  هِْیلَعَ  مَِّلسَُی  نْأَ  ِّقحَْلا  نَِم  مِِلسْمُْلا 

؛ سَطَعَ اذَإِ  هُتَمَِّسیَوُ  بَاغَ ، اذَإِ  هَُل  حَصَْنیَوَ  ضَرِمَ ، اذَإِ 

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1480 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_247_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_247_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


: لُوقُیَوَ .هَُل  کَیرِشَ  نَیمَِلاعَْلا لاَ  ِّبرَ  دُمْحَْلا اللهِ  لُوقُیَ :

حُِلصُْیوَ اللهُا  مُکُیدِهْیَ  هَُل : لُوقُیَ  بُیجُِیفَ  .اللهُا  کَمُحَرْیَ 

.تَامَ اذَإِ  هُعَِّیشَُیوَ  هُاعَدَ ، اذَإِ  هُبَیجُِیوَ  .مْکَُلاَب 

Some duties of a Muslim

towards his brother-in-faith are: to greet him when they meet, to visit him

when he is ailed, to act sincerely towards him while he is absent, to bless

him when he sneezes. After one sneezes, he says immediately, ‘alhamdu lillahi

rabbi’l-`alamina la sharika lahu (All praise is due to Allah the Lord of the

Worlds; there is no partner -in Lordship- with Him)’. His brother-in-faith

may address him with the statement of ‘yarhamukallahu (Allah may have mercy

upon you)’, and the sneezer then replies with the statement of ‘yahdikumullahu

wa yuslihu balakum (May Allah guide you and improve your condition)’. Also, to

(accept his invitations, and to participate in his funeral ceremony. (3

p: 247
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

لُجَُّرلا سَطَعَ  اذَإِ 

.هٍرَیزِجَ ءِارَوَ  نِْم  نَاکَ  وَْلوَ  هُوُتِّمسَفَ 

If one sneezes, then you

(must bless him even if he is on the other side of an island. (1

In this connection, a set of manners and instructions have been shown up. For
instance, one is required to say ‘alhamdu lillahi (All praise is due to Allah) immediately

after sneezing. It is also instructed to repeat the invocation of blessings upon the Holy
Prophet and his Household three times immediately after sneezing and to repeat the
same invocation three times when sneezing is repeated. It is also acceptable to bless

the Dhimmi (a non-Muslim enjoying

p: 248
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protection of the Islamic state) when sneezing. Other manners have also been
(mentioned in this connection. (1

Manners of Conversation

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) practiced a set of manners during conversations. The following
:manners are some more examples

It is obligatory to conceal whatever is said in private sessions because “meetings . 1
must be based on trust. It is therefore, disallowed to reveal an issue concealed by the
person involved in it before obtaining his permission, unless the addressee is

(trustworthy or the issue entails the good reputation of that person.” (2

If there are three persons sitting together, two of them must not talk confidentially . 2
.to one another and leave their third mate to wonder what they need to hide from him

It is discommended to interrupt the discourse of somebody, because, it is reported . 3
from the Holy Prophet (S), “Whoever interrupts the discourse of one’s brother-in-

.” faith, is as if he has scratched his face

Limits of Laughter and Joking

As mentioned earlier, laughter must always be controlled. It has also been mentioned

that the source of guffawing is Satan. In view of this, the Holy Imams (‘a) have called
for being moderate in joking, because overdoing it begets rancor, reflects on spite,

.and brings up malice

p: 249
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On the other hand, joking that is neither excessive nor borders on indecency is
something approved of by the Holy Legislator, because it expresses a sort of
amicability and endearment of oneself to others, as well as consistency with the
spiritual and psychological situations of dialogue and conversation within the frame of

.the public social manners

Through a valid chain of authority, Mu`ammar ibn Khallad is reported to have asked
Imam al-Riza (‘a) whether it is acceptable or not to joke together and laugh in

.sessions

,The Imam (‘a) answered

… نْکُیَ مَْل  امَ  سَأَْب  لاَ 

هِیِتأْیَ نَاکَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  َّنإِ  .اًشحُْف  ْ

: هَُناکَمَ لُوقُیَ  َّمُث  هََّیدِهَْلا  هِْیَلإِ  يدِهُْیفَ  ُّیِبارَعْلأَا 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  کُحَضْیَفَ  .انَِتَّیدِهَ  نَمََث  انَطِعْأَ 

هُتَْیَل ُّیِبارَعْلأَا ؟ لَعَفَ  امَ  لُوقُیَ : َّمتَغْإ  اذَإِ  نَاکَوَ  .هِِلآوَ 

! اَناتَأَ

There is no objection to this unless there is indecency. A Bedouin used

to come to the Holy Prophet (S) and offer him a present. When the Holy

Prophet (S) would accept it, the Bedouin would say jokingly, “Well, give me

,the price of my present!” The Holy Prophet (S) would laugh for that. Then

when the Holy Prophet (S) would be distressed, he would say, “Where is that

(Bedouin? I wish he were present now!” (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1484 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_250_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


بَعِادَمُْلا ُّبحُِی  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

.ثٍفَرَ لاَِب  هِعَامَجَْلا  یِف 

Verily, Almighty Allah

(does love the one who jokes in assemblies, yet without indecency. (2

Yunus al-Shaybani is reported to have said that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) asked him, “Do
you exchange pleasantries with
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?” each other

.Very little,” al-Shaybani answered“

,The Imam (‘a) remarked

َّنإِفَ اوُلعَْفتَ ، لاَفَ 

رَورُُّسلا اهَِب  لُخِدُْتَل  کََّنإِوَ  قُِلخُْلا ، نِسْحُ  نِْم  هَبَعَادَمُْلا 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  نَاکَ  دْقََلوَ  .کَیخِأَ  یلَعَ 

.هَُّرسُِی نْأَ  دُیرُِی  لَجَُّرلا  بُعِادَُی 

,Do not abandon them

because pleasantry is part of good nature. Through pleasantry, you give

delight to your brother-in-faith. The Messenger of Allah (S) used to exchange

(pleasantries with men in the intention of pleasing them. (1

:Al-Fazl ibn Abi-Qurrah reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

امَ

.حُازَمِْلا هٌَباعَدُ … هِیِفوَ  َّلاإِ  نٍِمؤُْم  نِْم 

There is no (true) faithful believer except that he

(enjoys good-natured remarks; that is joking. (2

Acceptance of Favors and Kind Acts

It is recommended to accept favors and kind acts when they are offered, because
acceptance of such acts are considered amicability, endearment to people, and good
manners. Many traditions encourage accepting such acts, maintaining that none
except a “donkey” may refuse. Such kind acts can take many forms, such as making
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room in a session and offering a cushion to sit on, a perfume, or any other thing, which
.carries an indication of honoring one in public sessions and assemblies

Through a valid way of narration, `Abdullah ibn Ja`far reports in the book of Qurb al-
(, Isnad that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a
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:on the authority of his fathers, quoted the Holy Prophet (S) to have said

یلَعَ ضَرِعُ  اذَإِ 

هَمَارَکَْلا ُّدرُیَ  امََّنإِفَ  اهََّدرُیَ ، لاَفَ  هُمَارَکَْلا  مُکُدِحَأَ 

.رُامَحِْلا

If

a kind act is offered to you, you must not refuse it, because only donkeys

(refuse acts of kindness. (1

When he was asked about the meaning of acts of kindness, Imam al-Riza (‘a)
,answered

ضُرَْعُی بِیِّطلا  یِف  کَِلذَ 

.لَاقَ امَکَ  نَاکَ  امَهُاَبأَ  نْمَ  سِِلاجَمَْلا ؛ یِف  هِعَسِوَّْتلاوَ  هِْیلَعَ 

Acts of kindness are such

.as perfumes that are offered to somebody and rooms that are made in sessions

(He who refuses such acts is as exactly as what has been said about him. (2

According to other narrations, cushions that are offered to a new comer in a session
(as well as any other such acts are added to acts of kindness. (3

Fourth Step: Respect and Reverence

Point

In the fifth rule of the Islamic concept of social relations, all comportments of
kindness and favor are undoubtedly examples of courtesy, amicability, and
endearment of oneself to people. More details and clarifications will be mentioned in
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.the coming discussion of the superstructure of this fifth rule

Respect and reverence fall under and are examples of acts of kindness and favor.
However, because this topic is also related to the topic of meetings among believers,

it is
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appropriate to mention it in this discussion of amicability and endearment of oneself
.to people, because it has been dedicated to this topic

The special interest taken by the Holy Legislator in this topic can be noticed through
the set of laws, regulations, and etiquettes set down by Him, some of which are as

:follows

Veneration and Reverence

Confirmation on the necessity of deferring to one’s companions has been made

:through many traditions. For instance, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هِْیلَعَ رٍفَْعجَ  وُبأَ  نَاکَ 

مَّْجهَتَیَ لاَوَ  مْهُورُِّقوَوَ ، مْکَُباحَصْأَ  اومُِّظعَ  لُوقُیَ : مُلاََّسلا 

.ضٍْعَب یلَعَ  مْکُضُْعَب 

Abu-Ja`far (al-Baqir) (‘a) used to say, “Venerate and have respect for

(your companions, and do not assail each other.” (1

In the previously mentioned discussion of special treatments, we have mentioned

some traditions revealing the Ahl al-Bayt’s teachings about respecting and showing
consideration for old people and celebrated personalities. In these traditions, the Holy
Imams (‘a) have said that showing respect to such people is a sort of veneration of

.Almighty Allah

Treating Muslims and Noble People with Deference

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have also instructed treating Muslims in general and noble
personalities in particular with deference and to confer honor upon persons who join
public meetings. Some aspects of this instruction have been previously cited in the

.course of the disapproval of rejecting acts of kindness

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1490 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_253_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 253

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 12:15, H. 5 [- 1 - ] 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1491 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Besides, the approval of this manner can be inferred from the Holy Prophet’s
:behavior with `Adi ibn Hatam, as reported by Imam `Ali (‘a) who said

When `Adi ibn Hatam visited the Holy Prophet (S), he allowed him to enter his house
which had no furniture at all except a rug made of palm leaves and a pillow made of

(skin. The Holy Prophet (S) offered them to `Adi to sit on. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نَِمؤْمُْلا هُاخَأَ  مَرَکْأَ  نْمَ 

ِّلظِ یِف  لْزَیَ  مَْل  هُتََبرْکُ  هُْنعَ  جََّرفَوَ  اهب ، هُفُِّطلَُی  هٍمَِلکَِب 

.کَِلذَ یِف  نَاکَ  امَ  هِمَحَّْرلا  نَِم  هِْیلَعَ  دِودُمْمَْلا  اللهِا 

He who confers honor upon

his brother-in-faith by a nice word and relieves his agony will stay under

the shade of Almighty Allah that covers him with mercy as long as he is in

(that state. (2

:The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

مٍوْقَ فُیرِشَ  مْکُاتَأَ  اذَإِ 

.هُوُمرِکْأَفَ

If an eminent person comes

(to you, you should confer honor upon him. (3

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

مٍوْقَ _مُ  يرِکَ مْکُاتَأَ  اذَإِ 

.هُوُمرِکْأَفَ
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If a person that is

(reputed among his people comes to you, you should confer honor upon him. (4

Exegetes have explained that an eminent person intended in
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the previous traditions stands for the wealthy, the highborn stands for the doer of
(kind acts, and the honorable stands for the pious. (1

.Actually, this instruction is not limited to these persons; it is more expansive

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

نْمَ

َّزعَ اللهَا  مَرَکْأَ  امََّنإِفَ  هُمَرَکْأَفَ  مُِلسْمِْلا  هُوخُأَ  هُاتَأَ 

.َّلجَوَ

He who honors his brother-in-faith who visits him has in

(fact honored Almighty Allah. (2

Using the Most Favorable Names

It is also recommended to call people with the most favorable names to them and to
call them with their dearest surnames to them, because this involves veneration and

.endearment of oneself to them

Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of authority that Imam al-Riza
:(‘a) said

p: 255

Al-Hurr al-`Amili has reported the following in his book of Wasa’il al-Shi`ah [- 2 - ] 1
12:100, H. 1: Al-Hajjal has reported that he said to Jamil ibn Darraj that the Holy
Prophet (S) was reported to have said, “If a person that is reputed among his people
comes to you, confer honor upon him.” Jamil confirmed this. “What is meant by a
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Jamil. “What is meant by honor?” al-Hajjal asked. “Honor is piety,” answered Jamil.
[[translator

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:590, H. 1 [- 3 - ] 2
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اًرضِاحَ لُجَُّرلا  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

.هِِّمسَفَ اًبِئاغَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِوَ  هِِّنکَفَ ،

When you want to refer to

a present man, you may use his surname, and when he is absent, you may use

(his first name. (1

This is so because reference to an absent person requires more accuracy than the
present; therefore, to mention the name of an absent person makes the others know
him better, while to mention the present with the surname does not require much

.introduction

The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have called his companions with the dearest
names to them as a sign of conferring honor upon them and making their hearts
incline towards him. He would also give nicknames to those who did not have one.
After that, all people would call them with these nicknames used by the Holy Prophet
(S). He would also use nicknames for childless women and those who had not yet
given birth to any child. Making their hearts incline towards him, the Holy Prophet (S)

.used to give nicknames to children, too

In this regard, it is reported that `Umar, once asked Suhayb, “Why are you called by a
?” nickname while you are childless

(He answered, “It was the Holy Prophet (S) who nicknamed me Abu-Yahya.” (2

Abu-Bakrah has reported that the Holy Prophet (S) nicknamed him so after he had
(ridden a young she-camel (bakrah) that led him to al-Ta'if. (3
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Kind Acts and Taking the Lead in Charity

Point

In our discourse about the fifth rule in the superstructure of the Islamic concept of
social relations; namely, kind acts and taking the lead to charity, we can touch on
expansive horizons, because the majority of the previously cited items and details fall

.under this topic although some of them are possess other features as well

For instance, we have referred to the topics of exchanging salutations and
forbiddance of separation and alienation among Muslims within the first aspect of
openness in social relations, because these topics act as two demonstrations of
openness in social relations. Meanwhile, to begin with greeting others and to mend

.one’s ruptured relations are acts of kindness to the other party

The same thing is applicable to principles of social solidarity, supporting and helping
each other, and enjoining the right and forbidding the evil. These three principles have
been previously discussed under the rule of reinforcing the social structure. The same

thing is also applicable to other items like thinking well about others initially,
overlooking their maltreatment or abuse, behaving modestly, and enduring the
malicious acts of the envious. Although the last two features have been previously
mentioned under the rule of control over sentiments and emotions, they have

.something to do with acts of kindness and taking the lead in charitable deeds

Besides, the totality of the manners of amicability, courteous behavior, and
mannerliness, are also sorts of kind and charitable acts. So are the majority of
religious and social duties and commitments, which are considered acts of kindness in
the totality of man’s movement in the field of building good social relations with

.others
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In view of this fact, we will devote our discussion of the superstructure of this rule to
.mentioning four aspects related to the rule of kind acts and taking the lead in charity

Regulations of Kind Acts

Point

This aspect discusses the general guidelines and regulations of kind acts. In the
.coming points, a general glance will be taken at these guidelines and regulations

Balance between Profit and Loss

It goes with saying that kindness is well-liked act that, in the majority of its
applications, expresses altruism, because it is founded on the concepts of fraternity,
justice, and equality among believers. Nonetheless, a doer of kind acts must take into
account that he must not cause himself damage and loss more than the advantage
and profit offered to his brother-in-faith. For instance, when one offers an amount of
money or a title in compensation of another amount or title, the advantage for oneself
must be more than, or at least equal to, the profit that he offers to the others. This is
in the field of transactions and financial compensations. This warning has been
mentioned in traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). In this connection, al-Hasan
ibn Muhammad al-Tusi, in his book of al-Majalis, has reported through a valid chain of

:authority that Isma`il ibn Khalid heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

رٍفَْعجَ وُبأَ  انَعَمَجَ 

مْکُاَّیإِ َّیِنَب ، ایَ  لَاقَفَ : مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  رُِقابَْلا ) )

مْکُاعَدَ نْإِوَ  بِِئاوََّنلا ، یلَعَ  اورُِبصْاوَ  قِوقُحُْلِل ، ضَُّرعََّتلاوَ 

هِعِْفَن نِْم  رُثَکْأَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  هُرُرَضَ  رٍْمأَ  یَلإِ  مْکُِموْقَ  ضُْعَب 

.هُوُبیجُِت لاَفَ  هَُل 

Abu-Ja`far al-Baqir (‘a) gathered
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us (i.e. his sons) and said, “O sons, beware of exposing yourselves to

.violating the rights of the others, and act patiently towards catastrophes

When one of your folks asks you to engage yourselves in a matter that causes

(you bigger damage than the profit he gains, then do not respond to him.” (1
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Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi, has referred to the same in several traditions
(: reported from Imam al-Sadiq and Imam al-Ka¨im (‘a

رٍْمأَ یِف  کَیخِلأَِ  لْخُدْتَ  لاَ 

.هَُل هِِتعَفَْنمَ  نِْم  مُظَعْأَ  کَْیلَعَ  هُُتَّرضَمَ 

Do not engage yourself in

an issue that causes you bigger damage than the profit it brings to your

.brother-in-faith

نِْم کَِناوَخْلإِ  لْذُْبتَ  لاَ 

.مْهَُل هِِتعَفَْنمَ  نِْم  رُثَکْأَ  کَْیلَعَ  هُُّرضُ  امَ  کَسِْفَن 

Do not give from yourself

to your brothers-in-faith things that cause you bigger damage than the profit

(they gain. (1

Immediateness in Offering Kind Acts

An act of kindness should be done as immediately and secretly as possible and should
be belittled in the eyes of the one to whom it is done, because this brings about
spiritual, mental, and social outcomes to the doer of the kind act in particular and the
people of favors in general. In this respect, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi,
and Shaykh al-Saduq, in his books of Man-La-Yahzuruhul-Faqih and al-Khisal, have

:reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said
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فَورُْعمَْلا تُْیأَرَ 

، هِِلیجِْعتَوَ هِرِْتسَوَ ، هِرِیغِصْتَ ، ثٍلاَثَِب : َّلاإِ  ُّمِتیَ  لاَ 

، هِْیَلإِ هُعُنَصْتَ  نْمَ  دَْنعِ  هُتَمَّْظعَ  هُتَرَّْغصَ  اذَإِ  کََّنإِفَ 

اذَإِوَ هُتَأَّْنهَ ، هُتَْلَّجعَ  اذَإِوَ  هُتَمَّْمتَ ، هُتَرْتَسَ  اذَإِوَ 

.هُتَدَّْکَنوَ هُتَْفَّخسَ  کَِلذَ  رَْیغَ  نَاکَ 

I have found that favors are worthless unless belittled, veiled, and provided

immediately. If you belittle your favor, you will surely make it great in the

eyes of the one to whom you have done it. If you cover it up, you will surely

have accomplished it. If you offer it as soon as possible, you will surely

have given it pleasantly; otherwise, you will destroy it and give

(unpleasantly. (1

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

ءُاضَقَ مُیقِتَسْیَ  لاَ 

، مَظُْعتَِل اهَرِاغَصِْتسْاِب  ثٍلاَثَِب ، َّلاإِ  جِِئاوَحَْلا 

.ؤَُنهْتَِل اهَِلیجِْعتَِبوَ  رَهَظْتَِِل ، اهَِماتَکِْتسْاِبوَ 

The settling of the

others’ needs cannot be consummated except by three attributes: it must be

belittled so that it will be great in the eyes of those to whom it was made. It

must be given secretly so that it will be manifested. It must be immediate so

(that it becomes pleasant. (2
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Through a valid chain of authority, Hamran has reported that he heard Imam al-Baqir
:(‘a) saying

ِّلکُِل

.حِارَِّسلا لُیجِْعتَ  فِورُْعمَْلا  هُرَمََثوَ  هٌرَمََث ، ءٍیْشَ 

Everything has a fruit, and the fruit of doing a favor is

(to do it as immediately as possible. (3

Doing Kind Acts to Those Who Deserve Them

It is important to do kind acts and favors to those who
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deserve them only; i.e. the virtuous people, because it is unfit to do favors to
.unworthy people

It is worth mentioning that this regulation is not in violation of the aforementioned

advice of doing favors to all people, because this advice is applicable when the one to
whom a favor is done is unknown. Generally, it is highly suggested to do favors due to
love for favor, but when one discovers that the one to whom a favor is intended to be
done is wicked and unworthy enough to receive such acts, then the favor done to him
will be useless and, moreover, bring about negative results under certain conditions.
One of these negative results is that such a wicked person, when denying or acting

.ungratefully towards the favorer, will cause cessation of doing favors to others

In this connection, many traditions, confirmed by many others, have been validly
(. reported from the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

Sayf ibn `Umayrah has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to al-Mufazzal ibn
,`Umar

ایَ

، دٌیعِسَ مْأَ  لُجَُّرلا  ٌّیقِشَأَ  مَلَْعتَ  نْأَ  تَدْرَأَ  اذَإِ  لَُّضفَُم ،

نَاکَ نْإِفَ  هُعُنَصْیَ ، نْمَ  یَلإِ  هُفَورُْعمَوَ  هُبَْیسَ  رْظُْنافَ 

نْإِوَ رٍْیخَ ، یَلإِ  هَُّنأَ  مْلَعْافَ  هُُلهْأَ  وَهُ  نْمَ  یَلإِ  هُعُنَصْیَ 

دَْنعِ هَُل  سَْیَل  هَُّنأَ  مْلَعْافَ  هِِلهْأَ  رِْیغَ  یَلإِ  هُعُنَصْیَ  نَاکَ 

.رٌْیخَ هِّللا 

O Mufazzal, if you want to know whether someone is

wretched or blessed, you should regard who receives his favor and act of

kindness. If he does them to worthy people, then let it be known to you that

he is heading for goodness, but if he does them to unworthy people, then let
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(it be known to you that he will deserve no item of goodness with Allah. (1

p: 261
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:Imam `Ali (‘a) has said

لٌامَ مْکُْنِم  هَُل  نَاکَ  نْمَ 

رٌیذِْبتَ هِِّقحَ  رِْیغَ  یِف  هُءَاطَعْإِ  َّنإِفَ  دَاسَفَْلاوَ ، هُاَّیإِفَ 

دَْنعِ هُعُضَیَوَ  سِاَّنلا ، یِف  هِبحِاصَ  رَکْذِ  عُفَرْیَ  وَهُوَ  فٌارَسْإِوَ ،

رِْیغَ دَْنعِوَ  هِِّقحَ  رِْیغَ  یِف  هَُلامَ  ؤٌرُْما  عِضَیَ  مَْلوَ  هِّللا ،

، مْهُُّدوِ هِرِْیغَِل  نَاکَوَ  مْهُرَکْشُ  هُّللا  هُمَرَحَ  َّلاإِ  هِِلهْأَ 

حَصُّْنلا دُیرُِیوَ  هَُل  رَکُّْشلا  رُهِظُْی  نَّْمِم  هٌَّیقَِب  هُعَمَ  یَقَِب  نْإِفَ 

َّمُث لُْعَّنلا  هِِب  تَّْلزَ  نْإِفَ  بٌذِکَوَ ، قٌلَمَ  کَِلذَ  امََّنإِفَ 

ُّرشَوَ لٍیِلخَ  مُلأَأَفَ  مْهِِتأَفَاکَُموَ  مْهِِتَنوعُمَ  یَلإِ  جَاتَحْإ 

رِْیغَ دَْنعِوَ  هِِّقحَ  رِْیغَ  یِف  هَُلامَ  ؤٌرُْما  عِضَیَ  مَْلوَ  .نٍیدِخَ 

َّلاإِ یتَأَ  امَ  یِف  ِّظحَْلا  نَِم  هَُل  نْکُیَ  مَْل  َّلاإِ  هِِلهْأَ 

لاًضِْفُم اًمعِْنُم  مَادَ  امَ  رِارَشْلأَا  ءُانََثوَ  مِائَِّللا  هُدَمَحْمَ 

ُّيأَفَ .لٌیخَِب  هِّللا  دَْنعِ  وَهُوَ  هُدَوَجْأَ ! امَ  لِهِاجَْلا : هَُلاقَمَوَ 

فٍورُْعمَ هِدَِئافَ  ُّيأَوَ  ِّظحَْلا !؟ اذَهَ  نِْم  رُسَخْأَوَ  رُوَْبأَ  ٍّظحَ 

لْصِیَْلفَ لٌامَ  هَُل  مْکُْنِم  نَاکَ  نْمَفَ  فِورُْعمَْلا !؟ اذَهَ  نِْم  ُّلقَأَ 

هِِب َّکفُیَْلوَ  هَفَایَِّضلا ، هُْنِم  نْسِحُْیْلوَ  هََبارَقَْلا ، هِِب 

هِذِهَِب زَوْفَْلا  َّنإِفَ  لِیِبَّسلا ، نَْباوَ  رَیسِلأَاوَ  یَِناعَْلا 

.هِرَخِلآا فُرَشَوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  مُرِاکَمَ  لِاصَخِْلا 

Let him who has riches

beware of extravagance, because to give out of that wealth unduly is
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certainly wastefulness and lavishness. Although it honors the giver among

people, it disgraces him in the view of Almighty Allah. If man gives out his

wealth improperly or to those who do not deserve it, then Almighty Allah will

.deprive him of their gratefulness, and their love, too, will be for others

Only slavish flatterers and liars will show him false gratitude and give him

,insincere advice. Then, if he slips and needs their help and compensation

they will prove themselves as the worst comrades and the most ignoble

friends. Yet again, anyone who gives out of his wealth unduly or to people

,who do not deserve it, will have no reward except praise of the lowly

commendation of the wicked—as long as he gives them munificently and

benignly—and the ignorant will express their admiration of his generosity

while he is regarded as stingy by Almighty Allah. Is there then any fate more

ill-omened than this? Is there a more profitless favor? He who has some

,riches must use it in fields like building good relations with relatives

receiving guests hospitably, releasing paupers, prisoners, and wayfarers. If

he does so, he will then win good reputation in this world and honor in the

(Hereafter. (1
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:Within his instructive words to Imam `Ali (‘a), the Holy Prophet (S) said

ایَ

جُارَِّسلاوَ عِْبَّشلا ، یلَعَ  لُکْلأَا  اًعایَضَ : بُهَذْتَ  هٌعََبرْأَ  ُّیِلعَ ،

رِْیغَ دَْنعِ  هُعَیِنَّصلاوَ  هِخَْبَّسلا ، یِف  عُرَّْزلاوَ  رِمَقَْلا ، یِف 

.اهَِلهْأَ

O `Ali, four matters go waste: to eat after satiety, to

light a lamp in the moonlight, to seed in briny land, and to do favors to the

.undeserving

Responding to Kind Acts

When Almighty Allah blesses one of His servants with gifts and blessings, the servant
must undertake their responsibility through spending more and offering more acts of
kindness. Naturally, people will betake themselves to those upon whom Almighty Allah
has conferred open boons and disturb them with requests. As a result, much pressure
and stress will be caused to these wealthy people. Treating this situation, the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) have maintained, as a regulation, that wealthy people must undergo the
burden of the graces they are enjoying and must endure such pressures by
responding to the requests of people. If they do so, this will conduce to the
permanence, stability, and continuity of these boons; otherwise, they will expose
these boons to elimination. To this fact and inescapable norm that is applicable to all

divine boons, the
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Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have called the attentions of the virtuous community from amongst

:their followers. Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is thus reported to have said

هِّللا هُمَْعِن  تْمَظُعَ  نْمَ 

هَمَْعِّنلا اوُم  _ يدِتَسْافَ هِْیَلإِ ; سِاَّنلا  هَُنؤُمَ  تَّْدتَشْإ  هِْیلَعَ 

نْمَ َّلقَفَ  لِاوََّزلِل ، اهَوضُِّرعَُت  لاَوَ  هَِنؤُْمَْلا ، لِامَِتحْاِب 

.هِْیَلإِ دَوعُتَ  نْأَ  تْدَاکَفَ  هُمَْعِّنلا  هُْنعَ  تَْلازَ 

The more graces Almighty

.Allah confers upon someone, the more people move towards him with requests

Therefore, make graces permanent for yourself by means of bearing the burdens

caused to you by people). Do not expose these graces to elimination, because)

it rarely happens that graces, which have been removed from someone, are

(given back to him. (1

,Aban ibn Taghlib has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to Husayn al-Sahhaf

هُّللا رَهَاظَ  امَ  نُْیسَحُ ، ایَ 

نْمَفَ سِاَّنلا ، هََنؤُمَ  هِْیلَعَ  رَهَاظَ  یَّتحَ  مَعَِّنلا  دٍِْبعَ  یلَعَ 

هِْیلَعَ هِمِعَِن  یِف  هُّللا  هُدَازَ  مْهِِنأْشَِب  مَاقَوَ  مْهَُل  رَبَصَ 

لَازَأَ مْهِِنأْشَِب  مْقُیَ  مَْلوَ  مْهَُل  رِْبصْیَ  مَْل  نْمَوَ  مْهُدَْنعِ ،

.هَمَْعِّنلا کَْلِت  هُْنعَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  هُّللا 

O Husayn, whenever

Almighty Allah abundantly graces someone, He overburdens him with requests of
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people. Hence, he who treats them patiently and responds to their requests

will be graced more by Almighty Allah because of them, but he who neither

treats them patiently nor responds to their requests, Almighty Allah will

(remove those graces from him. (2

p: 264
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:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

ِّلکُ یِف  یَلاعَتَ  َّنإِ اللهِ 

رََّصقَ نْمَوَ  اهَْنِم ، هُّللا  هُدَازَ  هُاَّدأَ  نْمَفَ  اًقّحَ ، هٍمَْعِن 

.هِِتمَْعِن لِاوَزَِب  رَطَاخَ 

,In each and every grace

there is a duty to be carried out towards Almighty Allah. If one carries out

that duty, Almighty Allah will increase that grace from him, but if one fails

(to fulfill it, one will risk permanence of that grace. (1

َّنإِ

اهَُّرقُِیفَ دِابَعِْلا ، عِِفانَمَِل  مِعَِّنلاِب  مْهُُّصتَخْیَ  اًدابَعِ  اللهِ 

َّمُث مْهُْنِم  اهَعَزََن  اهَوعُنَمَ  اذَإِفَ  اهَوُلذََب ، امَ  مْهِیدِْیأَ  یِف 

.مْهِرِْیغَ یَلإِ  اهََلَّوحَ 

There are certain servants of Almighty Allah who are

graced exclusively, in order to benefit other servants. He therefore makes

these graces unwavering in their hands as long as they give generously. But

if they refrain, Almighty Allah will deprive them of these graces and

(transfer them to other servants. (2

Appreciation of Favors and Kind Acts

When Almighty Allah endues a servant of Him with a favor directly or through another
servant who acts kindly towards him and does him a favor, then it is necessary for the
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servant to appreciate this boon and favor. Being thankful for favors makes their flow
continuous for the grateful, while ingratitude causes favors to fade away. One of the
best varieties of thanksgiving is to do favors to others, to act kindly towards them, to

.thank the Munificent Lord, and to thank His charitable servants

:Muhammad ibn `Ajlan has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

.مِعَِّنلا رَاوَجِ  اوُنسِحْأَ 

Remain in the neighborhood

.of blessings
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.How can we remain in the neighborhood of graces?” asked the reporter“

,Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) answered

اهَِب مَعَْنأَ  نْمَِل  رُکُّْشلا 

.اهَِقوقُحُ ءُادَأَوَ 

By thanking those who have

favored you with those blessings and fulfilling your duties towards these

(favors. (1

Dawud ibn Sarhan has reported that he, along with others, was in the presence of
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) when Sadir al-Sayrafi entered, offered a salutation, and sat down.

,The Imam (‘a) then said to him

لُامَ رَُثکَ  امَ  رُیدِسَ ، ایَ 

نْإِفَ هِْیلَعَ ، یَلاعَتَ  هَُّجحُْلا اللهِ  تِرَُثکَ  َّلاإِ  ُّطقَ  دٍحَأَ 

.اوُلعَْفافَ مْکُسِفُْنأَ  نْعَ  اهََنوعُفَدْتَ  مُْترْدِقَ 

O Sadir, the more riches

one may hold, the stronger will be Almighty Allah’s argument against him. If

.you can, try to repel this argument against yourself

?” O son of Allah’s Messenger!” asked Sadir, “How can we repel it“

,The Imam (‘a) answered

ءِاضَقَِب

رُیدِسَ ایَ  مَعَِّنلا  اوَُّقلَتَ  مْکُِلاوَْمأَ … نِْم  مْکُِناوَخْإِ  جِِئاوَحَ 

اومُعِْنأَوَ مْکُْیلَعَ ، مَعَْنأَ  نْمَ  اورُکُشْاوَ  اهَِترَوَاجَُم ، نِسْحُِب 
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مُْتْبجَوْتَسْإ کَِلذَکَ  مُْتْنکُ  اذَإِ  مْکَُّنإِفَ  مْکُرَکَشَ ، نْمَ  یلَعَ 

نِْئَل : ) هَحَصَانَمُْلا مُکُِناوَخْإِ  نِْموَ  هَدَایَِّزلا ، اللهِا  نَِم 

(. مْکَُّندَیزِلأَ مُْترْکَشَ 

You can repel it by means of spending your wealth to fulfill the

requests of your brothers-in-faith. O Sadir, receive graces by means of remaining

in their neighborhood. Thank those who have bestowed you with graces, and

,bestow upon those who have thanked you with graces, for if you do all that

then you will deserve increase of graces from Almighty Allah and sincerity

from your brothers-in-faith. Hence, Almighty Allah says, “If you are

(grateful, I shall certainly give you more. (14:7)” (2
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Falling under the same regulation, to reward an act of kindness with a similar act or
with even a doubly better act, or with a prayer of goodness and excellent reward for

.the doer of that act of kindness is another way of appreciating favors

:The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

كَافَکَ

لَوقُتَ نْأَ  اًفورُْعمَ  کَْیَلإِ  يدَسْأَ  اذَإِ  کَیخِأَ  یلَعَ  کَِئانَثَِب 

سِِلجْمَْلا یِف  وَهُ  سَْیَلوَ  رَکِذُ  اذَإِوَ  اًرْیخَ ، اللهُا  كَازَجَ  هَُل :

.هُتَأْفَاکَ دْقَ  تَْنأَ  اًذإِفَ  .اًرْیخَ  اللهُا  هُازَجَ  لَوقُتَ : نْأَ 

It is sufficient commendation to say to your brother-in-faith who has

done you a favor, “May Allah reward you with goodness.” When a reference to

,him is made in a session from which he is absent, it is sufficient to say

May Allah reward him with goodness.” If you do so, you will have rewarded“

(him adequately. (1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have thus encouraged showing gratitude for favors and
disapproved of ingratitude. In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have

:said

لُجَُّرلا فِورُْعمَْلا … لِیِبسَ  یعِطِاقَ  اللهُا  نَعََل 

نْأَ نِْم  هُُبحِاصَ  عُِنتَمْیَفَ  هُرُفُکْیَفَ ، فُورُْعمَْلا  هِْیَلإِ  عُنَصُْی 

.هِرِْیغَ یَلإِ  کَِلذَ  عَنَصْیَ 

…May Allah curse the interrupters of the way to favors

This is when the one whom has been done a favor does not show gratitude. As a
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result, the one who has done the favor will stop doing any further favor to

(anyone else. (2

p: 267

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:537, H. 7 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:539, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1515 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_267_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:He (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

اًفورُْعمَ هِْیَلإِ  یَِتأُ  نْمَ 

لْعَْفیَ مَْل  نْإِفَ  هِْیلَعَ ، نِْثُیْلفَ  زَجَعَ  نْإِفَ  هِِب ، ئِْفاکَُیْلفَ 

.هَمَْعِّنلا رَفَکَ  دْقَفَ 

Whoever receives a favor

must return it. If he is incapable of doing so, he must then thank for it. If

(he does not, he has been ungrateful. (1

Ammar al-Dahni is reported to have said that he heard Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (`Ali`
:ibn al-Husayn) (‘a) saying

َّنإِ

لُوقُیَ .رٍوکُشَ  دٍْبعَ  َّلکُ  ُّبحُِیوَ  نٍیزِحَ ، بٍْلقَ  َّلکُ  ُّبحُِی  اللهَا 

: هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  هِدِیِبعَ  نِْم  دٍْبعَِل  یَلاعَتَوَ  كَرَابَتَ  اللهُا 

مَْل لُوقُیَفَ : .ِّبرَ  ایَ  کَُترْکَشَ  لَْب  لُوقُیَفَ : اًنلاَُف ؟ تَرْکَشَأَ 

.سِاَّنلِل مْکُرُکَشْأَ  مْکُرُکَشْأَ اللهِ  هُرْکُشْتَ … مَْل  نْإِ  یِنرْکُشْتَ 

Verily, Almighty Allah loves sympathetic people and His

grateful servants. Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, will ask one of His

servants on the Day of Resurrection, “Have you thanked so-and-so?” The

servant will answer, “No, but I have thanked You, O Lord, instead!” The Lord

will say, “As long you have not thanked him, this means that you have not

(thanked Me!” The most thankful to Almighty Allah are also thankful to people. (2
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Fulfillment of Duties towards Others

Point

The second aspect of doing favors to others is to carry out the duties that Almighty

Allah has made obligatory upon Muslims towards each other and towards the faithful
believers. Let us refer to another set of examples and applications that express the
superstructure of this aspect, not to forget that some of these are obligatory and

.others recommended

p: 268

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:539, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:539, H. 3 [- 3 - ] 2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1517 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Lenience with Companions

When one accompanies another on a journey or associates with him in a school or a
certain task, the two parties will be bound to observe certain duties towards each
other. According to these duties, they are required to be lenient with each other and
to do acts of kindness and favors to one another. These duties have been confirmed

(. in many traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

َّلاإِ نِانَْثإ  بَحَطَصْإ  امَ 

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  امَهَُّبحَأَوَ  اًرجْأَ  امَهُمَظَعْأَ  نَاکَ 

.هِِبحِاصَِب امَهُقُفَرْأَ 

When two persons accompany

each other, the one who is more lenient with his companion than the other

(shall be the one of greater reward and the dearest to Almighty Allah. (1

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), on the authority of his fathers, is reported to have quoted the Holy
:Prophet (S) as saying

اذَإِ

هََثلاََث هِْیلَعَ  اومُیِقأَفَ  مْکُدُحَأَ  ضَرِمَفَ  رٍفَسَ  یِف  مُْتْنکُ 

.مٍاَّیأَ

When one of your companions in a journey feels sick, you

(must reside there for three days. (2

Granting the Brothers-in-Faith’s Requests
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Another duty towards one’s brother-in-faith is to grant his requests, because this is
one of the general duties of Muslims towards each other. Many traditions, reported
from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), have confirmed the recommendation of such acts in general

and the abundant
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rewards obtained due to doing such acts, not to mention the positive and worldly
.fruits that are gained as a result of this act

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

دُرِتََل نَِمؤْمُْلا  َّنإِ 

اهَِب ُّمتَهْیَ  هُدَْنعِ ، نُوکُتَ  لاَفَ  هِیخِلأَِ  هُجَاحَْلا  هِْیلَعَ 

.هََّنجَْلا هِِّمهَِب  اللهُا  هُُلخِدُْیفَ  هُُبْلقَ ،

It happens that a faithful

believer feels upset because he cannot solve the problem of one of his

brethren-in-faith. Because of this feeling, Almighty Allah allows him into

(Paradise. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مٍِلسْمُِل مٌِلسُْم  یضَقَ  امَ 

لاَوَ کَُباوََث  َّیلَعَ  یَلاعَتَوَ : كَرَابَتَ  اللهُا  هُادَاَن  َّلاإِ  هًجَاحَ 

.هَِّنجَْلا نِودُِب  کََل  یضَرْأَ 

No Muslim grants the

,request of his brother-in-faith but that Allah, the Blessed and Exalted

calls upon him, “Your reward shall be identified by Me, and I shall not

(accept for you anything less than Paradise.” (2

Isma`il ibn `Ammar has reported that he once said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “Is it true
?” that a faithful believer is mercy for the other faithful believers

(. Yes, it is true,” answered Imam al-Sadiq (‘a“
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.How is that?” asked Isma`il“

,The Imam (‘a) answered

هُاخَأَ یتَأَ  نٍِمؤُْم  امَُّیأَ 

هِْیَلإِ اهَقَاسَ  اللهِا  نَِم  هٌمَحْرَ  کَِلذَ  امََّنإِفَ  هٍجَاحَ  یِف 

هَمَحَّْرلا لَِبقَ  دْقَ  نَاکَ  هُتَجَاحَ  یضَقَ  نْإِفَ  هَُل ، اهَبََّیسَوَ 

اهَِئاضَقَ یلَعَ  رُدِْقیَ  وَهُوَ  هِِتجَاحَ  نْعَ  هَُّدرَ  نْإِوَ  اهَِلوُبقَِب ،

اهَقَاسَ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  نَِم  هًمَحْرَ  هِسِْفَن  نْعَ  َّدرَ  امََّنإِفَ 

هَمَحَّْرلا کَْلِت  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  رَخََّداوَ  هَُل ، اهَبََّیسَوَ  هِْیَلإِ 

وَهُ هِِتجَاحَ  نْعَ  دُودُرْمَْلا  نَوکُیَ  یَّتحَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ  یَلإِ 

اهَفَرَصَ ءَاشَ  نْإِوَ  هِسِْفَن  یَلإِ  اهَفَرَصَ  ءَاشَ  نْإِ  هِیِف ، مَکِاحَْلا 

ایَ .هِسِْفَن  نْعَ  اهََّدرُیَ  نَْل  هَُّنأَ  نُقِْیتَسْأَ  هِرِْیغَ … یَلإِ 

اهَِئاضَقَ یلَعَ  رُدِْقیَ  هٍجَاحَ  یِف  هُوخُأَ  هُاتَأَ  نْمَ  لُیعِامَسْإِ ،

هُمَاهَْبإِ شُهَْنیَ  اًعاجَشَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  طََّلسَ  هَُل  اهَضِْقیَ  مْلَفَ 

.اًبَّذعَُم وْأَ  هَُل  اًروفُْغمَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  هِرِْبقَ  یِف 

Whenever one asks his

brother-in-faith for a request, this will be mercy carried and brought forth

by Almighty Allah to him. If he grants his brother-in-faith’s request, then

he will have accepted that mercy, but if he rejects to help him while he has

the power to do so, then he will have in fact rejected the mercy of Almighty

Allah Who has carried it and brought forth to him. Then, Almighty Allah will
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save this mercy up to the Day of Resurrection when the one rejected shall

judge about it. He will then have the right to take it for himself or to give

it to anyone else. However, I know for sure that he shall not hesitate to

take it for himself. O Isma`il, whoever rejects to grant his

brother-in-faith’s request while he has the power to do so, Almighty Allah

shall put him under the power of a serpent that will keep on biting him in

his grave from the thumb until the Day of Resurrection, whether he will be

(forgiven or tortured. (3
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is likewise reported to have said

هُاخَأَ لَأَسَ  نٍِمؤُْم  امَُّیأَ 

طََّلسَ اهَْنعَ  هَُّدرَفَ  اهَِئاضَقَ  یلَعَ  رُدِْقیَ  وَهُوَ  هًجَاحَ  نَِمؤْمُْلا 

.هِعِِباصَأَ نِْم  شُهَْنیَ  هِرِْبقَ  یِف  اًعاجَشَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

Any faithful believer who

rejects to grant his brother-in-faith’s request while he has the power to do

it, Almighty Allah shall put him under the power of a serpent that will keep

(on biting him in his grave from the fingers. (1
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Dispelling the Grief of a Faithful Believer

Another duty incumbent upon believers is to dispel the grief of one’s brothers-in-faith
.who are afflicted with a hardship or exposed to an ordeal or distress

:Zayd al-Shahham has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

نَِمؤْمُْلا هُاخَأَ  ثَاغَأَ  نْمَ 

حِاجََن یلَعَ  هَُناعَأَوَ  هُتََبرْکُ  سََّفنَفَ  هِدِهْجَ  دَْنعِ  نَافَهَّْللا 

نَیعِْبسَوَ نِْیتَْنِث  کَِلذَِب  هَُل  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  هِِتجَاحَ ،

رَْمأَ اهَِب  حُِلصُْی  هًدَحِاوَ  اهَْنِم  هَُل  لُِّجعَُی  اللهِا ، نَِم  هًمَحْرَ 

مِوْیَ عِازَْفلأَِ  هًمَحْرَ  نَیعِْبسَوَ  يدَحْإِ  هَُل  رُخَِّدیَوَ  هِِتشَیعِمَ ،

.هِِلاوَهْأَوَ هِمَایَقِْلا 

Whoever relieves the agony

of his aggrieved brother-in-faith, drives away his sorrows, and helps him

achieve his goal, Almighty Allah will record for him seventy-two items of His

mercy. One of them will improve his livelihood affairs, while the other

seventy-one items will be stored for him when he faces the horrors and

(terrors on the Day of Resurrection. (1

:Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), is reported to have said

بِوُنُّذلا تِارَاَّفکَ  نِْم 

.بِورُکْمَْلا نِعَ  سُیفِْنَّتلاوَ  فِوهُْلمَْلا  هَُثاغَإِ  مِاظَعِْلا 

To render relief to the
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(distressed and to help the oppressed make amends for great sins. (2
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Concealing the Flaws of Believers and Repelling Evil from them

Concealing the flaws, defects, and whatever sins their brothers-in-faith commit

secretly or inadvertently, and deny whatever wickedness is ascribed to them as long
as they refuse to admit it, and regard it as false accusation against them is another

.duty of Muslims

:In this respect, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has quoted Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

نْأَ نِِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَ  بُجِیَ 

.هًرَیِبکَ نَیعِْبسَ  هِْیلَعَ  رَُتسْیَ 

It is obligatory upon

faithful believers to conceal seventy great sins committed by their

(brothers-in-faith. (1

:In al-Ja`fariyyat, Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

یلَعَ اًنِمؤُْم  تُدْجَوَ  وَْل 

.یِبوْثَِب هُُترْتَسََل  هٍشَحِافَ 

Even if I find a believer

committing a sin, I will certainly conceal him with my dress (or with his

(. dress, according to another form of the tradition

Al-Qutb al-Rawandi, in his book of Lubb al-Albab, has reported the aforesaid
(statement of Imam `Ali (‘a) within a dialogue with the Holy Prophet (S). (2

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is also reported to have said

فَرِعَ نْمَ  سُاَّنلا ، اهَُّیأَ 
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هِیِف نْعَمَسْیَ  لاَفَ  قٍیرِطَ  دِادَسَوَ  نٍیدِ  یِف  هًقَیِثوَ  هِیخِأَ  نِْم 

، مُاهَِّسلا ئُطِخُْتوَ  یِماَّرلا  یِمرْیَ  دْقَ  هَُّنإِ  امَأَ  .لِاجَِّرلا  لَیوِاقَأَ 

.دٌیهِشَوَ عٌیمِسَ  اللهُاوَ  رُوُبیَ ، کَِلذَ  لُطِاَبوَ  مُلاَکَْلا ، لُیحُِیوَ 

.عَِباصَأَ عَُبرْأَ  َّلاإِ  لِطِابَْلاوَ  ِّقحَْلا  نَْیَب  سَْیَل  هَُّنإِ  امَأَ 

O people! If a person

knows his brother to be steadfast in faith and of correct ways, he should not

lend ear to what people may say about him. Sometimes, the bowman shoots

arrows but the arrow goes astray. Similarly, talk can be off the point. Its

wrong perishes, while Allah is the Hearer and the Witness. There is nothing

.between truth and falsehood except four fingers

p: 273

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:593, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 16:187, H. 2 3. In the same chapter, [- 3 - ] 2

.there is another number of traditions on the same topic
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He was asked the meaning of this whereupon he closed his fingers together and put
:them between his ear and eye, and said

لُطِابَْلا

.تُْیأَرَ لَوقُتَ : نْأَ  ُّقحَْلاوَ  .تُْعمِسَ  لَوقُتَ : نْأَ 

Falsehood is to say, “I have heard so.” The truth is to

(say, “I have seen it.” (1

Giving Sincere Advice to the Believers

Among the duties of believers towards each other are to give them sincere advice and
to act faithfully towards them. In this connection, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-
Kafi, has reported through a valid chain of authority that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) and Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) said

یلَعَ نِِمؤْمُْلِل  بُجِیَ 

.بَیغِمَْلاوَ دِهَشْمَْلا  یِف  هَُل  هُحَیصَِّنلا  نِِمؤْمُْلا 

It is obligatory upon

believers to act sincerely towards their brothers-in-faith, be they present

(or absent. (2

:It has been previously cited that the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

اللهِ هُحَیصَِّنلا … نُیِّدلا 

.نَیمِِلسْمُْلا هِعَامَجَِلوَ  نِیِّدلا  هَِّمِئلأَِوَ  هِِلوسُرَِلوَ 

Religion is to act

sincerely… towards Almighty Allah, His Messenger, the leaders of the

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1528 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_274_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_274_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(religion, and the community of Muslims. (3

p: 274

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 141 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:549, S. 35, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:549, S. 35, H. 7 [- 2 - ] 3

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1529 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_274_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:Through a valid chain of authority too, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

امَُّیأَ

اللهَا نَاخَ  دْقَفَ  هُحْصِانَُی  مْلَفَ  هِیخِأَ  هِجَاحَ  یِف  یشَمَ  نٍِمؤُْم 

.هَُلوسُرَوَ

Any believer who acts insincerely while he is trying to

solve the problem of his brother-in-faith, has in fact betrayed Almighty

(Allah and His Messenger. (1

Conceding Rights

Point

The third aspect in the topic of doing favors and acts of kindness to others is to
concede one’s rights to others and avoid demanding them with one’s rights. This is in
fact the most superior act of kindness and the most excellent exercise of courageous

will in the conduct of affairs, as

,expressed by the Holy Qur'an that states

روُمأُْلا مِزْعَ  نْمَِل  کَِلذَ  َّنإِ  رَفَغَوَ  رَبَصَ  نْمََلوَ 

But, indeed, if any show

patience and forgive, that would truly be an exercise of courageous will and

(resolution in the conduct of affairs. (42:43

Besides, the reward of forgiving and pardoning others is received directly from
:Almighty Allah

نَیمِِلاَّظلا ُّبحُِی  اَل  هَُّنإِ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  هُرُجْأَفَ  حَلَصْأَوَ  افَعَ  نْمَفَ  اهَُلْثِم  هٌئَِّیسَ  هٍئَِّیسَ  ءُازَجَوَ 
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The recompense for an

injury is an injury equal thereto (in degree): but if a person forgives and

makes reconciliation, his reward is due from Allah, for (Allah) loves not

(those who do wrong. (42:40

p: 275

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:596, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 1
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The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), who are reported to have said that conceding of rights is the most

excellent moral standard in this world and the Next World, have laid much emphasis

:on this point through a set of features to be mentioned hereinafter

Pardon and Forgiveness

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have emphasized pardoning and forgiving evildoers, especially
when one can punish them or regain one’s violated rights. As a result of pardoning the
evildoer, many advantages are gained; some are material that are gained in this
worldly life, others moral, and others in the Hereafter. Those will be great and
abundant. For each advantage, there are many traditions reported from the Ahl al-

(. Bayt (‘a

As for the worldly advantages, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain
:of authority that Ibn Fazzal quoted Imam al-Riza (‘a) as saying

ُّطقَ نِاتَئَِف  تْقَتَْلإ  امَ 

.اًوْفعَ امَهُمُظَعْأَ  رَصُِن  َّلاإِ 

,Whenever two parties meet

(victory shall definitely be for the more forgiving. (1

Similarly, Shaykh al-Kulayni reported Isma`il ibn Ziyad al-Sakuni to have quoted
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying that the Messenger of Allah (S) has said

َّنإِفَ وِْفعَْلاِب  مْکُْیلَعَ 

مُکَُّزعُِی اوْفَاعَتَفَ  اًزّعِ ، َّلاإِ  دَْبعَْلا  دُیزِیَ  وَْفعَْلا لاَ 

.اللهُا

,Adhere to pardoning

.because it increases in the servants (of Allah) nothing but dignity
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(Therefore, pardon each other so that Allah will confer dignity upon you. (2

p: 276

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:518, S. 112, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:519, S. 112, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2
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:Shaykh al-Saduq has reported the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

یقَْبأَ کِِلمَْلا  وُْفعَ 

.کِْلمُْلِل

The forgiveness of kings

(perpetuates their kingdoms. (1

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

.رِفََّظلا هُاکَزَ  وُْفعَْلا 

Pardon is the tax of

(victory. (2

As for the moral results of pardoning, Sharif al-Razi, in Nahj al-Balaghah, has quoted
:Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

كَِّودُعَ یلَعَ  تَرْدَقَ  اذَإِ 

.هِْیلَعَ هِرَدْقُْلِل  اًرکْشُ  هُْنعَ  وَْفعَْلا  لِعَجْافَ 

If you overpower your

enemy, then pardon him by way of thankfulness to Allah, for being able to

(subdue him. (3

وِْفعَْلاِب سِاَّنلا  یَلوْأَ 

.هَِبوقُعُْلا یلَعَ  مْهُرُدَْقأَ 

The most capable of

(pardoning is he who is the most powerful to punish. (4
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These two words demonstrate the items of self-perfection that are gained due to
pardoning others while there is power to punish them. Pardoning others is a sort of
thanking Almighty Allah for bestowing the pardoner the power to punish. It is also a
feature that distinguishes the pardoner from others and gives him preference over

.the others

-As for the great reward and return of pardoning, the Ahl al

p: 277

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:519, S. 112, H. 5 [- 3 - ] 1
.Nahj al-Balaghah, Saying No. 211 [- 4 - ] 2

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Saying No. 11 [- 5 - ] 3
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Bayt (‘a) have explained the abundant reward that shall be given exclusively to the
people of forbearance and forgiveness on the Day of Resurrection. In this respect,

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) has quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

اذَإِ

عُمِسُْی امَکَ  مْهُرَخِآ  عُمِسُْی  دٍانَُم  يدِانَُی  هِمَایَقِْلا  مُوْیَ  نَاکَ 

نَِم قٌُنعُ  مُوقُیَفَ  لِضْفَْلا ؟ لُهْأَ  نَْیأَ  لُوقُیَفَ : مْهَُلَّوأَ ،

اذَهَ مْکُُلضْفَ  امَ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : هُکَِئلاَمَْلا  مُهُُلِبْقتَسْیَفَ  سِاَّنلا 

ایَْنُّدلا یِف  انَْیلَعَ  لُهَجُْی  اَّنکُ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : هِِب ؟ مُْتیدِوُن  يذَِّلا 

اللهِا نَِم  دٍانَُم  يدِانَُیفَ  .وفُْعنَفَ  انَْیَلإِ  ءُاسَُیوَ  لُمِحْنَفَ ،

هََّنجَْلا اوُلخُدْیَِل  مْهُلَیِبسَ  اوُّلخَ  يدِابَعِ ، قَدَصَ  یَلاعَتَ :

.بٍاسَحِ رِْیغَِب 

On the Day of Resurrection, a caller will call out in

such a loud voice that the last ranks will hear as clearly as the first

ranks, “Where are the people of preference?” A group of people will then

stand up. While receiving them, the angels will ask, “What is this preference

,that distinguished you from the others through this call?” They will answer

In our worldly lives, we used to endure the annoyance that was directed to“

us and we used to pardon those who maltreated us.” Then, a caller from the

side of Almighty Allah will call out, “True are My servants! Make them a way

(to enter Paradise without calling them to account.” (1

Acceptance of Apologies
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To accept the apology of an individual who had committed an offensive deed and then
.apologized is an act of kindness and an expression of relinquishing rights

Shaykh al-Saduq, in man-la-yahzuruhu’l-faqih, has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a),
on the authority of his

p: 278
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fathers, reported the following statement within the Holy Prophet’s instructive will to
(: Imam `Ali (‘a

مَْل نْمَ  ُّیِلعَ ، ایَ 

لْنَیَ مَْل  اًبذِاکَ ، وْأَ  نَاکَ  اًقدِاصَ  اًرذْعُ ، لٍِّصنَتَُم  نِْم  لْبَْقیَ 

.یِتعَافَشَ

O

Ali, he who rejects the apology of any one apologizing, be he truthful or`

(untruthful, will be deprived of my Intercession (on the Day of Resurrection). (1

In his instructive will to his son Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah, Imam `Ali (‘a) is
:reported to have said

یلَعَ كَاخَأَ  مْرِصْتَ  لاَ 

اًرذْعُ هَُل  َّلعََل  بٍاتَْعِتسْإ ، نَودُ  هُْعطَْقتَ  لاَوَ  بٍایَِترْإ ،

وْأَ نَاکَ  اًقدِاصَ  اًرذْعُ  لٍِّصنَتَُم  نِْم  لْبَْقإِ  .هِِب  مُوُلتَ  تَْنأَوَ 

.هُعَافََّشلا کََلانَتَفَ  اًبذِاکَ 

Do not desert your friend

due to suspicion and do not leave him before you tell him why. Perchance, he

,has an excuse for your annoyance. Accept the apology of any one apologizing

(be he truthful or untruthful, so that you will win the Intercession. (2

In Rawzat al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported that Imam al-Riza (‘a) quoted
,Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (Zayn al-`Abidin) (‘a) as saying to his son

نْعَ لٌجُرَ  کَمَتَشَ  نْإِ 
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کَْیَلإِ رَذَتَعْافَ  كَرِاسَیَ  نْعَ  کَْیَلإِ  لََّوحَتَ  َّمُث  کَِنیمِیَ 

.هُرَذْعُ لْبَْقافَ 

If one reviles you while on

your right side, and then turns to your left side and apologizes, you should

(accept his apology. (3

It is noticeable that the three previously mentioned traditions have come in the form
of instructive wills by the Holy Infallibles (‘a) to their sons or family members. This

p: 279

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:533, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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may prove that the deed of accepting apologies is considered the highest rank of self-
.perfection

Granting the Insolvent Debtor a Delay or Acquitting him of Payment

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have urged their followers to grant the debtors, who experience
harsh circumstances that prevent them from paying back their debts, a delay or
extension of time to pay, because this is one of the religiously commissioned duties
which the Holy Qur'an has emphasized. It would however be better to remit such

.debtors from repaying their debts by changing the debt into charity

,In this respect, the Holy Qur'an reads

نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  اوُقَّدصَتَ  نْأَوَ  هٍرَسَْیمَ  یَلإِ  هٌرَظِنَفَ  هٍرَسْعُ  وذُ  نَاکَ  نْإِوَ 

If the debtor is in a

difficulty, grant him time until it is easy for him to repay. But if you

(remit it by way of charity, that is best for you if you only knew. (2:280

Many traditions have been validly reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) confirming this
.feature in various styles

Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi-`Abdullah has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) narrated the`
:following

On one hot day, the Messenger of Allah (S) bent his palm and said, “Which one of you
?” wishes to be protected from Hellfire

.We all do,” they answered“

The Holy Messenger (s) repeated this question three times and they repeated the
:same answer each time. Then, he said

p: 280
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وْأَ اًم  _ يرِغَ رَظَْنأَ  نْمَ 

.رَسِْعمُْلا كَرَتَ 

He that respites a“

.” debtor or remits an insolvent one will be shaded against the Hellfire

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) then added

Abdullah ibn Ka`b ibn Malik has narrated that his father once detained a debtor in`
the mosque. The Holy Messenger (s) came towards the two and then entered his
house while they were still sitting there. He then went out at midday, exposed his veil,

?” and said, “O Malik, are you, along with your debtor, still sitting

!” Yes, we are,” my father answered, “May Allah accept my parents as ransom for you“

Then, the Holy Messenger (s) extended his hand and asked my father to take half of
the amount that was in his palm. My father did and said, “May Allah accept my parents

!” as ransom for you

The Holy Messenger (s) then asked me to surrender the other half of the amount so
that the debtor would be freed from repaying that debt. My father then took half of

(the amount and surrendered the other half. (1

:Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

اللهُا هَُّلظُِی  نْأَ  دَارَأَ  نْمَ 

؟ هُُّلظِ َّلاإِ  َّلظِ  مَوْیَ لاَ 

Which one of you wishes to

be shaded by the shade of Allah on the day when there shall be no shade

?except His

The Imam (‘a) repeated this question three times, but people were too diffident to
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,answer. However, he said thereafter

p: 281
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رْظِْنُیْلفَ

.هِِّقحَ نِْم  هَُل  عْدَیَِل  وْأَ  اًرسِْعُم 

He that respites a

(debtor or remits his right to him will be so.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have narrated the following

اللهُا یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  دَعِصَ 

هِْیلَعَ ینَْثأَوَ  اللهَا  دَمِحَفَ  مٍوْیَ  تَاذَ  رَبَْنمِْلا  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ 

.بَِئاغَْلا مُکُْنِم  دُهِاَّشلا  غِِلْبُیِل  سُاَّنلا ، اهَُّیأَ  لَاقَ : َّمُث 

یِف َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ  هَُل  نَاکَ  اًرسِْعُم  رَظَْنأَ  نْمَوَ  لاَأَ 

.هُیَِفوْتَسْیَ یَّتحَ  هِِلامَ  لِْثمِِب  هٌقَدَصَ  مٍوْیَ  ِّلکُ 

One day, the Messenger of

Allah (s) climbed the minbar and, after praising Almighty Allah, said, “O

people, let the present inform the absent of this. Whoever grants respite to

an insolvent debtor, alms as much as his money will be recorded for him by

.Almighty Allah every day until he receives his debt in full

,Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) then added

نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  اوُقَّدصَتَ  نْأَوَ  هٍرَسَْیمَ  یَلإِ  هٌرَظِنَفَ  هٍرَسْعُ  وذُ  نَاکَ  نْإِوَ 

If the debtor is in a

difficulty, grant him time until it is easy for him to repay. But if you

(remit it by way of charity, that is best for you if you only knew. (2:280
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هَُّنإِ

.مْکَُل رٌْیخَ  وَهُفَ  هِْیلَعَ ، مْکَُل  امَِب  هِْیلَعَ  اوُقَّدصَتَفَ  رٌسِْعُم 

This means that if you remit the insolvent debtor from

(the amount that he owes you, then this will be best for you. (2

Reprieving the Dead and the Alive from Debts

One of the most favorable sorts of alms and the highest degree of charity is to acquit
,the debtors, especially the dead

p: 282

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:546, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:546, H. 4 [- 2 - ] 2
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from the debts that they failed to repay. By thus doing, the debtors are done double
charity by lending them money or by acquitting them from repaying the creditor’s

.due

This sort of charity and condescension of rights has been highlighted by the Ahl al-
.Bayt (‘a) through many traditions

Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has reported that Hasan ibn Khunays said to Imam al-
Sadiq (‘a), “A man who has died owed `Abd al-Rahman ibn Sayyabah an amount, but
when we begged `Abd al-Rahman to release the dead man from that debt, he

.” rejected

,The Imam (‘a) commented

َّنأَ مُلَْعیَ  امَأَ  هُحَْیوَ !

هُْلِّلحَُی مَْل  اذَإِفَ  هُلََّلحَ ، اذَإِ  هًرَشَعَ  مٍهَرْدِ  ِّلکُِب  هَُل 

.مٍهَرْدِ لَدََب  مٌهَرْدِ  هَُل  امََّنإِفَ 

Woe to him! He should have

known that he would be given ten Dirhams for each Dirham if he released the

dead man from that debt, but he would gain a single Dirham for each Dirham if

(he did not. (1

Mu`attab is reported to have said that Muhammad ibn Bishr al-Washsha' once visited
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and asked him to mediate between him and Shihab to grant him
respite to the end of that season, for he owed Shihab one hundred Dinars. The Imam

(‘a) sent some people to invite Shihab to be present before him. When Shihab came,
the Imam (‘a) said to him, “You already have an idea about the condition of
Muhammad who is our adherent. He has told me that he owes you one thousand
Dinars, which he has not used up on his stomach or private parts; rather, it has been

used up as debts on others and deposits he had put with others. I
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.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:548, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
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.” will therefore be glad if you release him from repaying this amount to you

Shihab answered, “It seems that you are one of those who claim that the rewards of
the debtor will be given to the creditor as compensation of his due in the debtor’s

!” liability

.” Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) replied, “Yes, I do claim so according to what I have received

,The Imam (‘a) then added

نِْم لُدَعْأَوَ  مُرَکْأَ  اللهُا 

هَِّرقَْلا هِلَْیَّللا  یِف  مُوقُیَفَ  هُدُْبعَ  هِْیَلإِ  بََّرقَتَیَ  نْأَ 

َّمُث تِْیبَْلا  اذَهَِب  فُوطُیَوَ  ِّراحَْلا  مِوْیَْلا  یِف  مُوصُیَوَ 

ئُِفاکَُی رٌیِثکَ  لٌضْفَ  نْکَِلوَ اللهِ  هُاطَْعُتفَ ، کَِلذَ  هُُبُلسْیَ 

.نَِمؤْمُْلا

Almighty Allah is too

,generous to deprive a servant (of Him), who worships Him on chilly nights

observes fasting for His sake on burning days, and circumambulates this

House, of his rewards and transfers them to you! Nay! Almighty Allah has

.innumerable rewards with which He awards the believers

Upon hearing this, Shihab declared that he would release

(Muhammad from that debt. (1

Precedence to Charity

Point
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The fourth aspect of kindness and favor is that a believer must precede others in
doing acts of kindness and deeds of favor. This precedence in charity can be attained
when man takes the initiative in doing kind acts and favors to people, while its highest
rank is achieved when man does favors to those who maltreat, wrong, or rupture
relations with him. This sort of kindness is expressed as rewarding evil with good. In

conclusion, there are two levels of precedence

p: 284

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:548, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
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to charity. The first is to take the initiative to doing acts of kindness and the second is
.to reward evil with good

Spending and Kind Acts

To spend on one’s friends, brothers-in-faith, and Muslims in general, be it by way of
charity or gift, is regarded as one of the financial acts of kindness to be practiced as a
recommendation. In the word of Imam `Ali (‘a), such deeds protect against shameful

death. (1) Much emphasis has been laid by the Holy

,Qur'an on spending. For instance, Almighty Allah says

نَوُّبحُِت اَّمِم  اوقُفِْنُت  یَّتحَ  َّرِبْلا  اوُلانَتَ  نَْل 

By no means shall you

(attain righteousness unless you give freely of that which you love. (3:92

Many other traditions, reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), have highlighted the
recommendation, significance, and results of giving alms and doing charitable acts.

:For instance, the Holy Imams (‘a) are reported to have said

p: 285

Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said, The best means by which seekers of [- 2 - ] 1
nearness to Allah, the Glorified and Exalted, seek nearness (to Him) is, by believing in
Him and His Prophet (S). They fight in His cause for it is the high pinnacle of Islam.
They establish prayer for it is the basis of community. They pay zakat for it is a
compulsory obligation. They fast during the month of Ramazan for it is the shield
against chastisement. They perform Hajj and `Umrah of the House of Allah for these
two acts banish poverty and wash away sins. They regard kinship highly for it
increases wealth and life. They give alms secretly for it covers shortcomings. They
give alms openly for it protects against a bad death. They extend benefits to people

(for it saves from positions of disgrace. (Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 110

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1549 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_285_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


یضِْقتَ هَقَدََّصلا  َّنإِ 

.هِکَرَبَْلاِب فُِلخُْتوَ  نَْیَّدلا 

Almsgiving helps in

.settling the debts and increases blessing

َّنإِ

.ءِوُّسلا هَتَیِم  عُفَدْتَ  هَقَدََّصلا 

.Almsgiving dispels bad death

ُّرِبْلا

.رِمْعُْلا یِف  نَادَیزِیَوَ  رَْقفَْلا  نِایَفِْنیَ  هُقَدََّصلاوَ 

Charity and almsgiving drive out poverty and extend the

.span of life

َّنإِ

.دَازَ امَفَ  فٍْلأَ  هَِئاِم  یَلإِ  هًرَشَعَ  هِدَحِاوَْلاِب  یطِْعُیَل  اللهَا 

For one act of charity, Almighty Allah rewards ten to one

.hundred thousand fold and even more

اوُلزِْنتَسْإِ

.هِقَدََّصلاِب قَزِّْرلا 

.Increase sustenance by means of almsgiving

َّنإِ

ِّبَّرلا دِیَ  یِف  عَقَتَ  یَّتحَ  لِِئاَّسلا  دِیَ  یِف  عُقَتَ  امَ  هَقَدََّصلا 
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.هُُللاَجَ َّلجَ 

Alms do not reach the hand of the beggar before falling

.in the Hand of the All-majestic Lord

ضُرْأَ

.هُُّلظُِت هُتَقَدَصَ  َّنإِفَ  نِِمؤْمُْلا ، ِّلظِ  لاَخَ  امَ  رٌاَن  هِمَایَقِْلا 

The land of the Resurrection is entirely fire, except the

shade of the faithful believers, because their alms shall cast a shadow over

.them

هُقَدََّصلا

.رِاَّنلا نَِم  هٌَّنجُ 

.Almsgiving is protection against Hellfire

اووُادَ

.هِقَدََّصلاِب مْکُاضَرْمَ 

.Cure your patients with alms

لاَ

نُسِحُْی لٍاصَخِ : عَُبرْأَ  هِیِف  نَوکُیَ  یَّتحَ  دِْبعَْلا  نُامَ  _ يإِ لُمُکْیَ 

جُرِخُْیوَ هِِلوْقَ ، نِْم  لَضْفَْلا  کُسِمُْیوَ  هُسُْفَن ، وخُسْتَوَ  هُقَُلخُ ،

.هِِلامَ نِْم  لَضْفَْلا 

The faith of any servant (of Almighty Allah) does not

,attain perfection before he or she enjoys four features: (1) good manners
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generosity, (3) abstinence from extra speech, and (4) over-spending of ( 2)

(money. (1

p: 286

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:255-259 [- 1 - ] 1
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Owing to the importance of this topic, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have treated its various
aspects and manners in detail through many traditions that can be referred to in

:books of traditions. They have also highlighted the following instructions

.The only intention of almsgiving must be to seek nearness to Almighty Allah . 1

.It is necessary to give alms, be it little or much . 2

.Avoid rejecting any beggar . 3

.Initiate giving secret alms . 4

.Give alms on certain times . 5

Almsgiving precedes being rewarded, compared to other recommended acts of . 6
.worship

.Treat all creatures, including animals with charity—yet in different ways . 7

(It is more favorable to give alms to relatives. (1 . 8

Public charity and spending occupy a major portion in the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt
(. (‘a

:In this regard, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نَیمِِلسْمُْلا ءِاقََب  نِْم  َّنإِ 

اهَیِف فُرِْعیَ  نْمَ  دَْنعِ  لُاوَْملأَا  رَیصِتَ  نْأَ  مِلاَسْلإِا  ءِاقََبوَ 

ءِانَفَوَ مِلاَسْلإِا  ءِانَفَ  نِْم  َّنإِوَ  فَورُْعمَْلا ، عُنَصْیَوَ  َّقحَْلا 

اهَیِف فُرِْعیَ  نْمَ لاَ  يدِْیأَ  یِف  لُاوَْملأَا  رَیصِتَ  نْأَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا 

.فَورُْعمَْلا اهَیِف  عُنَصْیَ  لاَوَ  َّقحَْلا 

A reason for the
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perpetuation of Muslims and Islam is that the funds are kept in the hands of

people who have full awareness of their duties towards these funds and who do

favors and acts of kindness. However, a reason for the extinction of Muslims

and Islam is that funds are placed in the hands of those who neither have

acquaintance of their duties towards these funds nor do they do any act of

(kindness. (2

p: 287

.Refer to al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:255-336 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:521, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

.هٌقَدَصَ فٍورُْعمَ  ُّلکُ 

Every

(act of kindness is alms. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

يوَسِ ءٌیْشَ  فُورُْعمَْلا 

هِلَصِوَ ِّرِبْلاِب  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  اوُبَّرقَتَفَ  هِاکََّزلا ،

.مِحَِّرلا

A kind

act is different from zakat. Therefore, seek nearness to Almighty Allah by

(means of charity and building good relations with relatives. (2

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

عُِئانَصَ

لُهْأَوَ .هٌقَدَصَ  فٍورُْعمَ  ُّلکُوَ  .ءِوُّسلا  عَرِاصَمَ  یقِتَ  فِورُْعمَْلا 

لُهْأَوَ .هِرَخِلآا  یِف  فِورُْعمَْلا  لُهْأَ  مْهُ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  فِورُْعمَْلا 

لَُّوأَوَ .هِرَخِلآا  یِف  رِکَْنمُْلا  لُهْأَ  مْهُ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  رِکَْنمُْلا 

َّنإِوَ .فِورُْعمَْلا  لُهْأَ  هَِّنجَْلا  یَلإِ  لاًوخُدُ  هَِّنجَْلا  لِهْأَ 

.رِکَْنمُْلا لُهْأَ  رِاَّنلا  یَلإِ  لاًوخُدُ  رِاَّنلا  لِهْأَ  لََّوأَ 

Doing favors protects against violent death. Secret

almsgiving extinguishes the ire of the Lord. Regard of relatives prolongs the
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span of life. Every favor is charity. People of charity in this world will

also be the people of charity in the world to come. Similarly, people of evil

in this world will be the people of evil in the world to come. People of

charity will be the first to enter Paradise and people of evil will be the

(first to enter Hellfire. (3

p: 288

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:521, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:522, H. 7 [- 2 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:523, H. 10 [- 3 - ] 3
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Abu-Basir has reported that his companions and he mentioned something about the
wealthy Shi`ah in the presence of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) who, as if he did not like what he

:had heard about them, said

ایَ

هَُل اًمیحِرَ  لاًوصُوَ  اًّیِنغَ  نُِمؤْمُْلا  نَاکَ  اذَإِ  دٍَّمحَُم : اَبأَ 

ِّرِبْلا یِف  قُفِْنُی  امَ  رَجْأَ  اللهُا  هُاطَعْأَ  هِِباحَصْأَ ، یَلإِ  فٌورُْعمَ 

کَِئَلوأُفَ احًِلاصَ  لَمِعَوَ  نَمَآ  نْمَ  اَّلإِ  یفَْلزُ  اَندَْـنعِ  مْکُُبِّرقَُت  یِتَّلاِب  مْکُدُاَلوْأَ  اَلوَ  مْکُُلاوَْمأَ  امَوَ  : ﴿ هِِباتـَکِ یِف  لُوقُیَ  اللهَا  َّنـَِلأ  نِْیفَْعضـِ ، نِْیتََّرمَ 
﴾ نَوُنِمآ تِافَرُغُْلا  یِف  مْهُوَ  اوُلمِعَ  امَِب  فِْعِّضلا  ءُازَجَ  مْهَُل 

O Abu-Muhammad, when a

,faithful believer is wealthy, seeking good relations with others, being merciful

and doing favors to his companions, then Almighty Allah will reward him two

fold as compensation for the charity he has shown towards others. This is

because Almighty Allah says in His Book: “It is not your wealth nor your sons

that will bring you nearer to Us in degree, but only those who believe and act

righteously; these are the ones for whom there is a multiplied reward for

(their deeds while secure they reside in the dwellings on high. (34:37)” (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نِِمؤْمُْلا هِیخِأَ  یَلإِ  لَصَوْأَ  نٍِمؤُْم  امَُّیأَ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  یَلإِ  کَِلذَ  لَصَوْأَ  دْقَفَ  اًفورُْعمَ 

.هِِلآوَ

Any faithful believer does a favor to his
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(brother-in-faith has in fact done it to the Messenger of Allah (S). (2
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Holding Public Banquets

Another feature of taking the lead to charity is to invite people to public banquets and
to serve people with food. For the importance of such banquets, Islam has made

them part of religious activities and penances. For instance, the penance of violating
certain religious obligations is to feed a certain number of people or to serve them

.with food

Islam has also recommended Muslims to invite people to public banquets on social
.ceremonies, such as marriage, return from a journey, and the like

Several traditions that are reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have mentioned the
merit and significance of this act. For instance, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported through

:a valid chain of authority to have said

قُِلخُْلا نُسْحُ  نِامَ  _ يلإِا نَِم 

.مِاعََّطلا مُاعَطْإِوَ 

Good manners and serving

(food to people are signs of true faith.(1

:According to another tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مُاعَطْإِ تِایَجِْنمُْلا  نَِم 

سُاَّنلاوَ لِْیَّللاِب  هُلاََّصلاوَ  مِلاََّسلا  ءُاشَْفإِوَ  مِاعََّطلا 

.مٌایَِن

,To serve people with food

offer salutations, and offer prayers at night while others are asleep are

(within the redeeming things. (2
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:Through a valid chain of authority too, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

َّنإِ

.مِاعََّطلا مَاعَطْإِوَ  ءِامَِّدلا  قَارَهْإِ  ُّبحُِی  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا 

Indeed, Almighty Allah loves slaughtering animals (for

(providing people with meat) and offering food to people. (3
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According to another validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) reported his father
:(‘a) to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

قُزِّْرلا

.مِانََّسلا یِف  نِیِّکِّسلا  نَِم  مَاعََّطلا  مُعِطُْی  نْمَ  یَلإِ  عُرَسْأَ 

Sustenance is swifter to him who serves people with food

(than a knife to a hump. (1

Advancing Money to Brothers-in-Faith

The third feature of taking the lead to charity is to lend money to the brothers-in-faith
to satisfy their needs and save them from being humbled, render them relief, and put
an end to their adversities. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are reported to have urged this sort of

.kind act, preferred it to giving alms, and matched it to ritual prayers and fasting

Through a valid chain of authority too, Shaykh al-Kulayni has quoted Imam al-Sadiq
:(‘a) as saying

: هَِّنجَْلا بِاَب  یلَعَ  بٌوُتکْمَ 

.رَشَعَ هِیَِنامَثَِب  ضُرْقَْلاوَ  هٍرَشَعَِب  هُقَدََّصلا 

On the gate of Paradise, the following is inscribed: alms are rewarded tenfold and a
(loan eighteen. (2

:According to the report of Shaykh al-Saduq, the Holy Prophet (S) has said

، هٍرَشَعَِب هُقَدََّصلا 

هُلَصِوَ نَیرِشْعِِب ، نِاوَخْلإِا  هُلَصِوَ  رَشَعَ ، هِیَِنامَثَِب  ضُرْقَْلاوَ 

.نَیرِشْعِوَ هٍعََبرْأَِب  مِحَِّرلا 

,Alms are rewarded tenfold
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a loan eighteen, regard of relations with brothers-in-faith twenty, and

(regard of relations with the relatives twenty-four. (3
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According to another report of Shaykh al-Kulayni, `Uqbah ibn Khalid has reported
that `Uthman ibn `Imran said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “I am a wealthy man and if some

people come to me begging, but it might not be the time of defraying the zakat. What

?” should I do

,The Imam (‘a) replied

هُقَدََّصلاوَ رَشَعَ ، هَیَِنامَثَِب  اَندَْنعِ  ضُرْقَْلا 

اًرسِوُم لُوقُتَ  امَکَ  تَْنکُ  اذَإِ  کَْیلَعَ  اذَامَوَ  هٍرَشَعَِب ،

نَِم اهَِب  تَْبسَتَحْإ  کَِتاکَزَ  نَاَّبإِ  نَاکَ  اذَإِفَ  هُتَْیطَعْأَ ؟

اللهِا دَْنعِ  هَُّدرَ  َّنإِفَ  هَُّدرُتَ  لاَ  نُامَْثعُ ، ایَ  .هِاکََّزلا 

.مٌیظِعَ

To us, a loan is

rewarded eighteen folds and all alms ten. What will harm you if you, claiming

being wealthy, give him? When the time of defraying the zakat comes, you can

reduce this amount from it. O `Uthman, never reject a beggar, because it is

(considered most grievous in the view of Almighty Allah. (1

Dutifulness to Believers

The fourth feature of taking the lead in charity is to treat the faithful believers
dutifully, to give pleasure to them, to be lenient with them, and to give presents to
them. Such acts entail more kindness and favor and take the lead in charity. Several

.traditions have encouraged such kind acts

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni reports Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali

:to have heard Imam al-Baqir (‘a) quoting the Holy Prophet (S) as saying
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اًنِمؤُْم َّرسَ  نْمَ 

.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّرسَ  دْقَفَ  یِنَّرسَ  نْمَوَ  یِنَّرسَ ، دْقَفَ 

Whoever gives pleasure to a faithful believer has in fact

given pleasure to me, and whoever gives pleasure to me has in fact given

(pleasure to Allah the Almighty and Majestic. (2
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:Al-Mufazzal ibn `Umar is reported to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

اذَإِ مْکُدُحَأَ  يرَیَ  لاَ 

لَْب طْقَفَ ، هُلَخَدْأَ  هِْیلَعَ  هَُّنأَ  اًرورُسُ  نٍِمؤُْم  یلَعَ  لَخَدْأَ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  یلَعَ  اللهِاوَ  لَْب  انَْیلَعَ ، اللهِاوَ 

.هِِلآوَ

If one of you gives

pleasure to a faithful believer, he must not feel that he has given pleasure

to that person only; rather, he has given pleasure to us and to the Messenger

(of Allah. I swear it by Allah. (1

:According to an authentic tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

یَلإِ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  یحوأ 

یِنیِتأْیََل يدِابَعِ  نِْم  دَْبعَْلا  َّنإِ  مُلاََّسلا : هِْیلَعَ  دَوُادَ 

ایَ مُلاََّسلا : هِْیلَعَ  دُوُادَ  لَاقَفَ  .یِتَّنجَ  هُحُیِبأُفَ  هِنَسَحَْلاِب 

نِِمؤْمُْلا يَدِْبعَ  یلَعَ  لُخِدُْی  لَاقَ : هُنَسَحَْلا ؟ کَْلِت  امَوَ  ِّبرَ ،

کَفَرَعَ نْمَِل  َّقحُ  ِّبرَ ، ایَ  دُوُادَ : لَاقَ  .هٍرَمْتَِب  وَْلوَ  اًرورُسُ 

.کَْنِم هُءَاجَرَ  عَطَْقیَ  َّلاأَ 

(Allah, the Glorified and Majestic, revealed to (Prophet) David (‘a

saying, “A servant of Mine may do a single good deed due to which I allow him

(to My Paradise.” “What is that good deed, O Lord?” Prophet David (‘a

asked. The Almighty Lord answered, “That good deed is to give pleasure to My
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(faithful servant, even by way of giving him a single date.” Prophet David (‘a

commented, “O Lord, he who knows You has the right not to stop having hope in

(You.” (2

:Jamil has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying
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َّنإِ

نْإِوَ هِِناوَخْإِ  َّرِب  هُفَِّرعَُی  نْأَ  نَِمؤْمُْلا  هِِب  اللهُا  َّصخَ  اَّمِم 

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنأَ  کَِلذَوَ  هِرَْثکَْلاِب ، ُّرِبْلا  سَْیَلوَ  .َّلقَ 

نْمَوَ نَوحُِلْفمُْلا ،} مُهُ  کَِئَلوأُفَ  هِسِْفَن  َّحشـُ  قَوُی  نْمَوَ  : } لاـق مث  هٌصَاصـَخَ } مْهِِب  نَاکـَ  وَْلوَ  مْهِسـِفُْنأَ  یلَعَ  نَورُِثؤُْیوَ  : } هِِباتـَکِ یِف  لُوقُیَ 
هُفََّرعَ

كَرَابَتَ اللهُا  هَُّبحَأَ  نْمَوَ  هَُّبحَأَ ، کَِلذَِب  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا 

ایَ .بٍاسَحِ  رِْیغَِب  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هُرَجْأَ  هُاَّفوَ  یَلاعَتَوَ 

یِف بٌیغِرْتَ  هَُّنإِفَ  کَِناوَخْلإِ  ثَیدِحَْلا  اذَهَ  وِرْإِ  لُیمِجَ 

.ِّرِبْلا

One of the distinctive

features that Allah has given exclusively to a faithful believer is that He

makes him recognize and do charitable acts to his brothers-in-faith, even if it

be a trivial amount, because charity is not required to be very much. This is

because Almighty Allah says in His Book: “They give them preference over

themselves, even though poverty was their own lot.” He then says, “Those

saved from the covetousness of their own souls are the ones that achieve

prosperity. (59:9)” He whom Allah makes to recognize this fact has in fact

loved him, and he who is loved by Allah the Blessed and Exalted, shall be

given his reward perfectly on the Day of Resurrection without calling to

account. O Jamil, spread this discourse among your brothers-in-faith, because
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(it will arouse their desires to charitable. (1

Bakr ibn Muhammad is reported to have said that the majority of Imam al-Sadiq’s
instructions to us was focused on doing charitable acts and having regard for our

(brothers-in-faith. (2

:Sa`dan ibn Muslim has quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying
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هِیخِأَ هِجْوَ  نِْم  ذَخَأَ  نْمَ 

نْمَوَ تٍانَسَحَ ، رَشْعَ  هَُل  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  هًاذَقَ  نِِمؤْمُْلا 

.هٌنَسَحَ هَُل  تَْناکَ  هِیخِأَ  هِجْوَ  یِف  مََّسبَتَ 

Whoever removes a mole

from the face of his brother-in-faith shall be given ten rewards by Almighty

Allah, and whoever smiles in the face of his brother-in-faith will be given a

(reward. (1

:Zayd ibn Arqam has quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

امَ

َّلاإِ فٍطُْل  نِْم  ءٍیْشَِب  اللهِا  یِف  هُاخَأَ  فَطَْلأَ  دٌْبعَ  یِتَّمأُ  یِف 

.هَِّنجَْلا مِدَخَ  نْمَ  اللهُا  هُفَطَْلأَ 

No servant from my nation offers any item of kindness to

his brother-in-faith but that Almighty Allah shall certainly order the

(servants of Paradise to serve him. (2

Rewarding Evil with Good

The second level of taking the lead to charity is to reward evil with good, which is also
the second highest rank of charity. The carrying out of the obligatory duties is
considered the first of the highest ranks of charity, the foregoing of rights to others is
the second, and taking the initiative to doing charity is the third. Above all, rewarding
evil with good is considered the highest level of kindness and charity. Referring to this
level of charity, the Holy Qur'an has ascribed rewarding evil with good to the features
of the special believers. On more than one occasion, it has listed it with the obligatory
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:duties of the Prophets

رِاَّدلا یبَْقعُ  مْهَُل  کَِئَلوأُ  هَئَِّیَّسلا  هِنَسَحَْلاِب  نَوءُرَدْیَوَ  هًیَِنالَعَوَ  ارسِ  مْهُانَْقزَرَ  اَّمِم  اوقُفَْنأَوَ  هَالََّصلا  اوُماقَأَوَ  مْهِِّبرَ  هِجْوَ  ءَاغَِتْبا  اورُبَصَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

Those who patiently

,persevere, seeking the countenance of their Lord, establish regular prayers

spend out of the gifts We have bestowed for their sustenance secretly and

openly, and turn off evil with good: for such there is the final attainment

(of the eternal home. (13:22) (3
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Several traditions have been reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) highlighting this trait
and considering it to be the best and highest of all nobilities. These traditions have
also referred to a number of models and examples by which man may pass,

.embodying this virtuous trait

Though a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported that Imam al-Sadiq
,(‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying in one of his sermons

رِْیخَِب مْکُرُِبخْأُ  لاَأَ 

نْمَ لُصِتَوَ  کَمَلَظَ  نَّْمعَ  وُْفعَْلا  هِرَخِلآاوَ ؟ ایَْنُّدلا  قِِیلاَخَ 

.کَمَرَحَ نْمَ  ءُاطَعْإِوَ  کَْیَلإِ  ءَاسَأَ  نْمَ  یَلإِ  نُاسَحْلإِاوَ  کَعَطَقَ 

May I teach you the

excellent morals in this world and the Next? They are: to pardon him who

wronged you, to show regard to him who disregarded you, to do good to him who

(maltreated you, and to give him who deprived you. (1

According to another tradition that is validly reported from Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali,
:he said that he heard Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) saying

هِمَایَقِْلا مُوْیَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

دٍیعِصَ یِف  نَیرِخِلآاوَ  نَیِلَّولأَا  یَلاعَتَوَ  كَرَابَتَ  اللهُا  عَمَجَ 

قٌُنعُ مُوقُیَفَ  لِضْفَْلا ؟ لُهْأَ  نَْیأَ  دٍانَُم : يدِانَُی  َّمُث  دٍحِاوَ ،

نَاکَ امَوَ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : هُکَِئلاَمَْلا  مُهُاَّقلَتَتَفَ  سِاَّنلا  نَِم 

نْمَ یطِْعُنوَ  انَعَطَقَ ، نْمَ  لُصَِن  اَّنکُ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : مْکُُلضْفَ ؟

، مُْتْقدَصَ مْهَُل : لُاقَُیفَ  .انَمَلَظَ  نَّْمعَ  وفُْعَنوَ  انَمَرَحَ ،

.هََّنجَْلا اوُلخُدْأُ 
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,On the Day of Resurrection

Allah the Blessed and Exalted will gather the ancient and the late

generations on the same highland and a caller will call out, “Where are the

people of preference?” A group of people will then stand up. While receiving

them, the angels will ask, “Why are you given preference?” They will

answered, “In our worldly lives, we used to build good relations with those

who ruptured their relations with us, give those who deprived us, and pardon

those who wronged us.” Then, it will be said to them, “True are you! Enter Paradise.”
((2
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Muhammad ibn `Ali ibn al-Husayn has reported that Imam `Ali (‘a), in his instructive
:will to his son Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah, said

یلَعَ كَوخُأَ  َّنَنوکُیَ  لاَ 

کَْیَلإِ هِءَاسَلإِا  یلَعَ  لاَوَ  هٍلَصِ ، یلَعَ  کَْنِم  يوَْقأَ  کَِتعَیطِقَ 

.هِْیَلإِ نِاسَحْلإِا  یلَعَ  کَْنِم  رَدَْقأَ 

Your brother should not be

more firm in his disregard of kinship than you in paying regard to it, and

(you should exceed him in doing good to him than his doing evil to you.(1

:Zurarah is reported to have heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

انَُتَّورُُم تٍْیَب  لُهْأَ  اَّنإِ 

.انَمَلَظَ نَّْمعَ  وُْفعَْلا 

The nature of us, the Ahl

(al-Bayt, is to pardon those who wrong us. (2

Ali ibn Ja`far ibn Muhammad (Imam al-Sadiq’s son) has reported that Muhammad`

ibn Isma`il asked the permission
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of his uncle, Imam al-Ka¨im (‘a), to leave for Iraq. The Imam (‘a) gave him permission.
.” Then, Muhammad said, “O uncle, I would like you to give me some advice

.” The Imam (‘a) said, “I advise you to fear Almighty Allah against shedding my blood

The Imam (‘a) then handed him a bag containing one hundred and fifty Dinars, and he
took it. The Imam (‘a) then gave him another bag of one hundred and fifty Dinars, and
he took it. He (‘a) then gave him a third bag of one hundred and fifty Dinars, and he
took it. He (‘a) finally gave him a fourth bag of one thousand and five hundred
Dirhams, and he took it, too. `Ali ibn Ja`far discussed the matter with the Imam (‘a)
because he deemed these amounts too much, but the Imam (‘a) answered, “I gave
him such big amounts so that my argument against him will be more weighty when he

.” disregards me after I have treated him well

However, Muhammad informed al-Rashid, the `Abbasid ruler, against Imam al-
Ka¨im (‘a), claiming that the Imam (‘a) appointed himself as the caliph and tributes
were paid to him. Hence, the ruler gave him one hundred thousand Dirhams and he

(died that very night. (1
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Idealism and Distinctive Behavior

Point

An excellent example has its own aspects of influence on people’s behavior. The
creation of ideal and excellent examples has been one of the most significant goals

.that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) aimed at in building a virtuous community

The current discussion is aimed at thrashing out the superstructure of creating an
excellent example—as sketched out by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)—as well as its role in and

.influence on social relations

An Excellent Example and Social Relations

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have noticeably confirmed the existence of a relationship
between an excellent example and social relations and the significant role it plays in

.strengthening the foundations of these relations to achieve the aim pursued

:In Nahj al-Balaghah, Sharif al-Razi has reported Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

حَلَصْأَ هُتَرَیرِسَ  حَلَصْأَ  نْمَ 

، هُایَْندُ رَْمأَ  اللهُا  هُافَکَ  هِِنیدِِل  لَمِعَ  نْمَوَ  هُتَیَِنلاَعَ ، اللهُا 

هُنَْیَب امَ  اللهُا  هُافَکَ  اللهِا  نَْیَبوَ  هُنَْیَب  امَ  یِف  نَسَحْأَ  نْمَوَ 

.سِاَّنلا نَْیَبوَ 

Whoever sets right his

inner side, Allah sets right his outer side. Whoever performs acts for his

religion, Allah accomplishes his acts of this world. Whoever deals in acts between

him and Allah in a good way, Allah turns the dealings between him and other

(people good. (1
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This statement indicates the existence of a relationship between self-reformation

and setting right one’s social
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relations with people. It also maintains that attaining the rank of excellent example

.stands for self-perfection and social perfection at the same time

As has been previously mentioned in the discussion of association with others, the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) have advised associating with the righteous people, because associates
have some influence on their associates’ social relations and general behavior. Any
associate who is righteous and an excellent example of virtue influences the nature of
the others. Based on this fact, the Holy Prophet (S) is reported by Ibn `Abbas to have

,answered those who asked him who the best ones to sit with are

اللهَا مُکُرُِّکذَُت  نْمَ 

هِرَخِلآا یِف  مْکُُبِّغرَُیوَ  هُقُطِْنمَ  مْکُمِْلعِ  یِف  دُیزِیَوَ  هُُتیَؤْرُ 

.هُُلمَعَ

They are those whose

appearance reminds you of Allah, whose speech increases your knowledge, and

(whose deeds make you desirous of attaining (the rewards of) the Hereafter. (1

In this connection, we can classify the features of excellent examples that influence
:social relations into two classes

First: Features expressing the relationship between the excellent exemplar and
Almighty Allah. These features, as expressed by Imam `Ali (‘a), are “Whose dealings

…” between himself and Allah are good

Second: Features expressing the distinctive behavior of the excellent exemplar in
social relations

Relationship with Almighty Allah

Point
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This category comprises belief in Almighty Allah, bearing good idea about Him, trust in
Him, love for Him, hope for
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.Him, and fear of Him

Having Full Faith in Almighty Allah

In the field of having full faith in Almighty Allah, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have
:said

… ٌّدحَ هَُلوَ  َّلاإِ  ءٌیْشَ  سَْیَل 

اللهِا عَمَ  فَاخَتَ  َّلاأَ  نِیقِیَْلا  ُّدحَ  نُیقِیَْلا … لُِّکوََّتلا  ُّدحَ 

.اًئْیشَ

…Everything has a limit

…the limit of putting trust in Almighty Allah is to have full faith in Him

and the limit of having full faith in Almighty Allah is to fear nothing save

(Him. (1

:This tradition is an expression of the holy verse that reads

ابًیسِحَ هَِّللاِب  یفَکَوَ  هََّللا  اَّلإِ  ادًحَأَ  نَوْشَخْیَ  اَلوَ  هَُنوْشَخْیَوَ  هَِّللا  تِاَلاسَرِ  نَوغُِّلبَُی  نَیذَِّلا 

Those who deliver the messages

of Allah and fear Him, and do not fear anyone but Allah; and Allah is

(sufficient to take account. (33:39

The following validly reported tradition demonstrates the relationship between full
.faith and social relations

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نِْم
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طِخَسَِب سَاَّنلا  یَضِرُْی  نْأَ لاَ  مِِلسْمُْلا  ءِرْمَْلا  نِیقِیَ  هَِّحصِ 

قَزِّْرلا لاَ َّنإِفَ  اللهُا ; هِِتؤُْی  مَْل  امَ  یلَعَ  مْهُمَوُلیَ  لاَوَ  اللهِا 

َّنأَ وَْلوَ  .هٍرِاکَ  هُیَهِارَکَ  هُُّدرُیَ  لاَوَ  صٍیرِحَ  صُرْحِ  هُُقوسُیَ 

هُکَرَدْلأَ تِوْمَْلا  نَِم  ُّرفِیَ  امَکَ  هِِقزْرِ  نِْم  َّرفَ  مْکُدَحَأَ 

لَعَجَ هِطِسِْقوَ  هِِلدْعَِب  اللهَا  َّنإِ  .تُوْمَْلا  هُکُرِدُْی  امَکَ  هُُقزْرِ 

َّمهَْلا لَعَجَوَ  اضَِّرلاوَ  نِیقِیَْلا  یِف  هَحَاَّرلاوَ  حَوَّْرلا 

.طِخََّسلاوَ کَِّشلا  یِف  نَزْحُْلاوَ 

A sign of the validity of a Muslim’s full faith is that

he does not please people by means that brings forth the ire of Almighty

Allah and does not blame them for matters that Almighty Allah has not given

to him. Sustenance does not descend because of acquisitiveness or stop due to

refusal. If you try to escape getting your sustenance as you try to escape

death, it will surely catch up with you as same as death does when it will

unquestionably overtake you. Out of His justice and fairness, Almighty Allah

,has made comfort and rest to reside in full faith and satisfaction. Likewise

(He has made distress and sadness to reside in dubiety and dissatisfaction. (2
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Trust in Almighty Allah

Trust in Almighty Allah in social and political activities is a significant quality enjoyed by
those who play the role of excellent examples in the society. Of course, committing

one’s soul to Almighty Allah follows exerting all possible efforts to fulfill one’s
.responsibilities as perfectly as possible

Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) is reported to have narrated the following: One day, I left
my house and sat inclined against a wall. Suddenly, I noticed that a man clad in white
was gazing at me, “`Ali ibn al-Husayn,” the man said, “Why do you look so distressed
and sad? Are you sad for a worldly affair? The sustenance of Almighty Allah is present

.” for both the righteous and the sinful

No,” I answered, “I never feel sad for such affairs, because the matter is as exactly“
.” as you have just said

Then,” the man said, “If you are sad for the Hereafter, it is most surely a true promise“
.” that is judged by an All-omnipotent Judge

No,” I answered, “I am not sad for that either, because it is as exactly as you have“
.” just said
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.What are you so sad for then?” asked the man“

In fact,” I answered, “I fear the consequences of this sedition of Ibn al-Zubayr due to“
.” which people are bewildered

The man laughed and said, “O `Ali ibn al-Husayn, have you ever seen anyone who
?” prayed to Almighty Allah but He did not respond to him

.” No,” I answered, “I have not“

Have you ever seen anyone who had trust in Almighty Allah but He disappointed“
.him?” the man asked

.” No,” I answered, “I have not“

Have you ever seen anyone who begged Almighty Allah but He did not give him?” the“
.man asked

.” No,” I answered, “I have not“

(Then, the man disappeared. (1

In this narration, the Imam (‘a) mentioned a social problem, which was the sedition of
Ibn al-Zubayr and its consequences on the masses. The answer came to guide him to
put his trust in Almighty Allah, because the Imam (‘a) had nothing to do in the face of

.this problem

Having the Best Concept of Almighty Allah

Having the best concept of Almighty Allah in ones line of conduct, as well as in ones
.worldly life and life hereafter, achieves great results in one’s entire life

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni, through a valid chain of authority, has reported Imam

:al-Riza (‘a) as saying
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َّنإِفَ اللهِاِب ، َّنَّظلا  نِسِحْأَ 

، یِب نِِمؤْمُْلا  يَدِْبعَ  ِّنظَ  دَْنعِ  اَنأَ  لُوقُیَ : َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا 

.اًرّشَفَ اًرّشَ  نْإِوَ  اًرْیخَفَ  اًرْیخَ  نْإِ 

Always have the noblest

idea about Almighty Allah, for He says, “I am as exactly as My believing

(servant thinks of Me, whether good or bad.” (1

According to a validly tradition that is reported by Burayd ibn Mu`awiyah, Imam al-
Baqir (‘a) has said: We find written in Imam `Ali’s book that the Messenger of Allah (S)

:said from the minbar

، وَهُ َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  يذَِّلاوَ لاَ 

نِسْحُِب َّلاإِ  هِرَخِلآاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  رَْیخَ  ُّطقَ  نٌِمؤُْم  یَطِعْأُ  امَ 

بِایَِتغْإ نِعَ  ِّفکَْلاوَ  هِقُِلخُ  نِسْحُوَ  هَُل  هِِئاجَرَوَ  اللهِاِب  هِِّنظَ 

اللهُا بُِّذعَُی  لاَ  وَهُ ، َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  يذَِّلاوَ لاَ  .نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا 

اللهِاِب هِِّنظَ  ءِوسُِب  َّلاإِ  رِافَْغِتسْلإاوَ  هَِبوَّْتلا  دَْعَب  اًنِمؤُْم 

.نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا بِایَِتغْإوَ  هِقُِلخُ  ءِوسُوَ  هَُل  هِِئاجَرَ  نِْم  رٍیصِْقتَوَ 

اللهِاِب نٍِمؤُْم  دٍْبعَ  ُّنظَ  نُسُحْیَ  لاَ  وَهُ ، َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  يذَِّلاوَ لاَ 

مٌیرِکَ اللهَا  َّنلأَِ  نِِمؤْمُْلا ، هِدِْبعَ  ِّنظَ  دَْنعِ  اللهُا  نَاکَ  َّلاإِ 

دْقَ نُِمؤْمُْلا  هُدُْبعَ  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  یِیحْتَسْیَ  رُْیخَْلا  هِدِیَِب 

اوُنسِحْأَفَ .هُءَاجَرَوَ  هَُّنظَ  فُِلخُْی  َّمُث  َّنَّظلا  هِِب  نَسَحْأَ 

.هِْیَلإِ اوُبغَرْاوَ  َّنَّظلا  اللهِاِب 

I swear by Allah save Whom
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there is no god: no good of this world or the Hereafter has been granted to

any believer except by his having a good idea about Almighty Allah, putting

his hope in Him, behaving courteously, and abstaining from backbiting

faithful believers. I swear by Allah save Whom there is no god: Almighty

Allah will not punish any believer (in Him) after repenting and imploring His

forgiveness except because of his having a bad idea about Him, showing lack of

hope in Him, behaving impolitely, and backbiting believers. I swear by Allah

save Whom there is no god: no servant (of Him) bears a good idea about Him

.except that He will be as good as the idea that the servant bears about Him

This is because Almighty Allah is All-generous and has full authority over

all that is good. He is therefore too generous to disappoint the good idea

and the hope that His servant has about Him. Therefore, hold a good idea

(about Almighty Allah and turn your hopes to Him. (2
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Undoubtedly, having such a good idea about Almighty Allah has a natural reflection on
.one’s view about the constancy and continuity of one’s social relations with others

Shaykh al-Saduq, in man-la-yahzuruhu’l-faqih, through his chain of authority, has
reported the following paragraph to be a piece of Imam `Ali’s instructive will to his

:son, Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah

لاَوَ

نَْل هَُّنإِفَ  َّلجَوَ ; َّزعَ  اللهِاِب  ِّنَّظلا  ءُوسُ  کَْیلَعَ  َّنبَِلْغیَ 

.اًحْلصُ کَِلیِلخَ  نَْیَبوَ  کَنَْیَب  عَدَیَ 

Having an ill idea about Almighty Allah must never

control you, lest it destroy any item of conciliation between your friend and

(you. (1

Love for Almighty Allah

Love for Almighty Allah is one of the greatest qualities that affect all fields of life.
,Confirming this fact, the Holy Qur'an says

هَُّللا مُکُْبِبحُْی  یِنوعُِبَّتافَ  هََّللا  نَوُّبحُِت  مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  لُْق 

Say, “If you do love

(Allah, then follow me so that Allah will love you.” (3:31

هَِّلِل ابحُ  ُّدشَأَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

Those of faith are

(overflowing in their love for Allah. (2:165
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Laying much stress on this meaning in social relations, the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) have demonstrated that all social relations must be founded on the basis that one
must love or hate for no purpose other than seeking nearness to Almighty Allah. They

.have also confirmed that the reality of religion is this love and sincere affection

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of authority that Abu-
`Ubaydah al-Hadhdha' reported

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

ضَغَْبأَوَ اللهِ َّبحَأَ اللهِ  نْمَ 

.هُُنامَ _ يإِ لَمُکَ  نَّْمِم  وَهُفَ  یطَعْأَوَ اللهِ 

He who loves, hates, and

(gives for the sake of Allah is actually enjoying a perfect faith. (1

According to another validly reported tradition, Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali has reported
:Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) as saying

نَیِلَّولأَا اللهُا  عَمَجَ  اذَإِ 

نَْیأَ لُوقُیَفَ : سَاَّنلا  عُمِسُْی  يدَانَفَ  دٍانَُم  مَاقَ  نَیرِخِلآاوَ 

: مْهَُل لُاقَُیفَ  سِاَّنلا ، نَِم  قٌُنعُ  مُوقُیَفَ  اللهِا ؟ یِف  نَوُّباحَتَمُْلا 

: نَوُلوقُیَفَ هُکَِئلاَمَْلا  مُهُاَّقلَتَفَ  .بٍاسَحِ  رِْیغَِب  هَِّنجَْلا  یَلإِ  اوُبهَذْإِ 

: نَوُلوقُیَوَ .بٍاسَحِ  رِْیغَِب  هَِّنجَْلا  یَلإِ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : نَْیأَ ؟ یَلإِ 

نَوُّباحَتَمُْلا نُحَْن  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : سِاَّنلا ؟ نَِم  مُْتْنأَ  بٍزْحِ  ُّيأَوَ 

اَّنکُ اوُلاقَ : مْکُُلامَعْأَ ؟ تَْناکَ  ءٍیْشَ  َّيأَ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : .اللهِا  یِف 

رُجْأَ مَْعِن  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : .اللهِا  یِف  ضُغَْبَنوَ  اللهِا  یِف  ُّبحُِن 

.نَیِلِماعَْلا
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On the day when Almighty

Allah shall assemble the past and the late generations, a caller will cry out

in such a loud voice that all people can hear him, “Where are those who loved

each other for the sake of Allah?” A group of people will then stand up and

they will be allowed to Paradise without settling any account with them. On

their way to Paradise, the angels will meet them and ask where they are

,” going. “We are going to Paradise without any account being settled with us

they will answer. “Which party of people are you?” the angels will ask. “We

have loved each other for the sake of Allah,” they will answer. “What deeds

have you done?” the angels will ask. “We used to love and hate others for the

sake of Allah,” they will answer. “How excellent a recompense for those who

(work and strive!” the angels will say. (2
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According to a third authentically reported tradition, Abu-Ubaydah Ziyad al-Hadhdha'
,reported that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said to him

لِهَوَ کَحَْیوَ ! دُایَزِ  ایَ 

وَأَ لاَ مٌیحِرَ ؟} رٌوفُغَ  هَُّللاوَ  مْکَُبوُنذُ  مْکَُل  رْفِْغیَوَ  هَُّللا  مُکُْبِبحُْی  یِنوعُِبَّتافَ  هََّللا  نَوُّبحُِت  مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  لُْق  : } اللهِا لَوْقَ  يرَتَ  لاَأَ  ُّبحُْلا ؟ َّـلاإِ  نُیِّدـلا 
اللهِا لَوْقَ  يرَتَ 

وَهُ نُیِّدـلا  مْهِْیَلإِ } رَجَاهـَ  نْمَ  نَوُّبحُِی  : } لَاقـَوَ مْکُِبوُـلُق ؟} یِف  هُنََّیزَوَ  نَامـَیإِْلا  مُکُْیَلإِ  بََّبحَ  هََّللا  َّنکَِلوَ  : } هِِـلآوَ هِْـیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصـَ  دٍَّمحَمُِل 
، ُّبحُْلا

.نُیِّدلا وَهُ  ُّبحُْلاوَ 

O Ziyad, is religion

anything other than love? You should have considered Almighty Allah’s saying

in the Holy Qur'an), “Say: If you love Allah, then follow me, Allah will)

(” love you and forgive you your faults, and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. (3:31

You should have considered Almighty Allah’s saying to Muhammad (S), “Allah

(” has endeared the faith to you and has made it seemly in your hearts. (49:7

He has also said, “They love those who have

(fled to them. (59:9)” Thus, religion is love and love is religion. (1

Hope in and Fear of Almighty Allah

A servant of Almighty Allah is supposed to have hope in
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Him under all circumstances, no matter how harsh the conditions he may experience,
how intense the situations he may face, or how many sins he might have committed.
At the same time, a servant is supposed to fear Him under all circumstances, no

.matter how good the conditions may be and how frequent his acts of worship

Describing the manners of true believers, the Holy Qur'an, on more than one
occasion, has referred to this quality of hope in and fear of Almighty Allah, which is

:one of the high ranking qualities of true believers

اعًمَطَوَ افًوْخَ  مْهَُّبرَ  نَوعُدْیَ  عِجِاضَمَْلا  نِعَ  مْهُُبوُنجُ  یفَاجَتَتَ 

Their limbs do forsake

(their beds of sleep, while they call on their Lord, in fear and hope. (32:16

هَُباذَعَ نَوُفاخَیَوَ  هُتَمَحْرَ  نَوجُرْیَوَ  بُرَْقأَ  مْهُُّیأَ  هَلَیسِوَْلا  مُهِِّبرَ  یَلإِ  نَوغُتَْبیَ  نَوعُدْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوأُ 

Those whom they call upon

do desire for themselves means of access to their Lord, - even those who are

(nearest, they hope for His mercy and fear His wrath. (17:57

نَیِنسِحْمُْلا نَِم  بٌیرِقَ  هَِّللا  تَمَحْرَ  َّنإِ  اعًمَطَوَ  افًوْخَ  هُوعُدْاوَ  اهَحِالَصْإِ  دَْعَب  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  اودُسِْفُت  اَلوَ 

Call on Him with fear and

longing in your hearts, for the mercy of Allah is always near to those who do

(good. (7:56

:Ali ibn Ibrahim reports Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have said`
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نَاکَ

هِِبْلقَ یِفوَ  َّلاإِ  نٍِمؤُْم  دٍْبعَ  نِْم  سَْیَل  هَُّنإِ  لُوقُیَ : یِبأَ 

یلَعَ دْزِیَ  مَْل  اذَهَ  نَزِوُ  وَْل  ءٍاجَرَ ; رُوُنوَ  هٍفَیخِ  رُوُن  نِارَوُن :

.اذَهَ یلَعَ  دْزِیَ  مَْل  اذَهَ  نَزِوُ  وَْلوَ  اذَهَ ،

My father used to say: There is no believer

without two lights in his heart—light of fear and light of hope. If you weigh

(each one, it will not outweigh the other. (1

:Hammad ibn `«sa reports Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have said

هِِب یصَوْأَ  امَ  یِف  نَاکَ 

هُتَْئجِ وَْل  اًفوْخَ  اللهَا  فِخِ  َّینَُب ، ایَ  لَاقَ : نْأَ  هِِنْبلإ  نُامَْقُل 

ءًاجَرَ اللهَا  جُرْاوَ  اللهُا ، کََبِّذعَُی  نْأَ  تَْفخِ  نِْیلَقََّثلا  ِّرِبِب 

.کََل اللهُا  رَفِْغیَ  نْأَ  تَوْجَرَ  نِْیلَقََّثلا  بِوُنذُِب  هُتَْئجِ  وَْل 

Luqman, the wise, said to

his son: Fear Allah so much so that you think He will punish you even if you

do all the good deeds of Jinn and men. Meanwhile, have so much hope in His

Mercy that even if you commit all the sins of all Jinn and men, He will

(forgive you. (2

:Sharif al-Razi has reported that Imam `Ali (‘a) said in one of his sermons

یعَِّدیَ

هُُلاَب لاَ امَ  مِیظِعَْلاوَ ! بَذَکَ  اللهَا ، وجُرْیَ  هَُّنأَ  هِمِعْزُِب 

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1592 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_309_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_309_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


یِف هُؤُاجَرَ  فَرِعُ  اجَرَ  نْمَ  ُّلکُفَ  هِلَمَعَ ؟ یِف  هُؤُاجَرَ  نَُّیبَتَیَ 

ُّلکُوَ لٌوخُدْمَ ، هَُّنإِفَ  اللهِا _  ءَاجَرَ  َّلاإ  ءاجَرَ _  ُّلکُوَ  هِِلمَعَ ،

یِف اللهَا  وجُرْیَ  لٌوُلْعمَ ، هَُّنإِفَ  اللهِا  فَوْخَ  َّلاإِ  قٌَّقحَُم ، فوْخَ 

امَ لاَ دَْبعَلا  یطِْعُیفَ  رِیغَِّصلا ، یِف  دَابَعِْلا  وجُرْیَوَ  رِیِبکَْلا ،

اَّمعَ هِِب  رَُّصقَُی  هُؤُانََث  َّلجَ  اللهِا  لُاَب  امَفَ  َّبَّرلا ! یطِْعُی 

هَُل کَِئاجَرَ  یِف  نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  فُاخَتَأَ  هِدِابَعِِب ؟ هِِب  عُنَصُْی 

وَهُ نْإِ  کَِلذکَوَ  اًعضِوْمَ ؟ ءِاجََّرلِل  هُارَتَ  نَوکُتَ لاَ  وْأَ  اًبذِاکَ ؟

یطِْعُی امَ لاَ  هِِفوْخَ  نِْم  هُاطَعْأَ  هِدِیِبعَ ، نِْم  اًدْبعَ  فَاخَ 

هِقِِلاخَ نِْم  هُفَوْخَوَ  اًدْقَن ، دِابَعِْلا  نَِم  هُفَوْخَ  لَعَجَفَ  هَُّبرَ ،

.اًدعْوَوَ اًرامضِ 

He claims according to his own thinking what he hopes

from Allah. By Allah, the Great, he speaks a lie. The position is that his

hope (in Allah) does not appear through his action although the hope of every

one who hopes is verified through his action. Every hope is so, except the

hope in Allah, the Sublime, if it is impure; and every fear is established

except the fear for Allah if it is unreal. He hopes big things from Allah and

small things from others but he gives to others (consideration that) he does

not give to Allah. What is the matter with Allah, glorified be His praise? He

is accorded less (consideration) than what is given to His creatures. Do you

ever fear to be false in your hope in Allah? Or do you not regard Him the center
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(of your hope? Similarly, if a man fears man he gives him (such consideration

out of his fear, which he does not give to Allah. Thus, he has made his fear

for men ready currency while his fear from the Creator is mere deferment or

(promise. (3
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Features Expressing Distinctive Behavior

Point

The second class of the features that are supposed to be enjoyed by those playing
the role of excellent examples in the society is the features that express distinctive
behavior in social relations. We have already cited a number of these many features
in the current discussion, because they have had connections with topics like

.modesty, chastity, forbearance, amnesty, lenience, and suppression of rage

Let us now refer to another set of features that hold special significance in social
relations and play the role of excellent exemplars in these relations; namely, patience,
asceticism, pudency, fulfillment of trusts, satisfaction, abstinence from forbidden acts,

.and straightforwardness in action
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Patience

In his social activities and relations with others, man may be exposed to problems,
complications, ordeals, pangs, tribulations and tests due to which he is always in
urgent need for energy and power in order to overcome all these difficulties, pass the
examinations successfully, and undergo these pressures. This energy is no more than
patience, steadfastness, and sedulity. In the Holy Qur'an, there are many verses
confirming, praising, and commending patience as well as counting the recompense

and rewards that Almighty Allah has decided for the patient, the steadfast, and the
.sedulous

The most effective of all traditions that commend patience is one that is reported by
Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi, Section: Patience. This tradition gathers both

:Qur'anic verses and Prophetic maxims

Hafs ibn Ghiyath has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as addressing him with the following
:words

رَبَصَ رَبَصَ  نْمَ  َّنإ  صُْفحَ ! ایَ 

عِیمِجَ یِف  رِْبَّصلاِب  کَْیلَعَ  .لاًٍیِلقَ  عَزَجَ  عَزَجَ  نْمَ  َّنإوَ  لاًیِلقَ ،

ارًجْهَ مْهُرْجُهْاوَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  امَ  یلَعَ  رِْبصْاوَ  : } لَاقَفَ قِْفِّرلاوَ ، رِْبَّصلاِـب  هُرَمَأَفـَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصـَ  اًدَّمحَُم  ثَعََب  َّلجـَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإفـَ  كَرِوُمأُ ،
هٌوَادَعـَ هُنَْیَبوَ  کَنَْیَب  يذَِّلا  اذَإِفَ  نُسَحْأَ  یَهِ  یِتَّلاِب  عْفَدْا  : } یَلاعَتَوَ كَرَابَتَ  لَاقَوَ  الـًیِلقَ } مْهُْلِّهمَوَ  هِمَْعَّنلا  یِلوأُ  نَیِبِّذکـَمُْلاوَ  یِنرْذَوَ  الـًیمِجَ 

هُوُلاَن یَّتحَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  رَبَصَفَ  مٍیظِعَ }  ٍّظحَ  وذُ  اَّلإِ  اهَاَّقلَُی  امَوَ  اورُبَصَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّلإِ  اهَاَّقلَُی  امَوَ  مٌیمِحَ  ٌّیِلوَ  هَُّنأَکَ 

نَِم نْکُوَ  کَِّبرَ  دِمْحَِب  حِّْبسـَفَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  امَِب  كَرُدْصَ  قُیضـِیَ  کََّنأَ  مُلَْعَن  دْقََلوَ  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَزَْنأَفَ  هُرُدْصَ ، قَاضَفَ  .اهَِب  هُوْمَرَوَ  مِِئاظَعَْلاِب 
هُوُُبَّذکَ َّمُث  نَیدِجِاَّسلا }

{ نَیدِجِاَّسلا نَِم  نْکُوَ  کَِّبرَ  دِمْحَِب  حِّْبسـَفَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  امَِب  كَرُدْصَ  قُیضـِیَ  کََّنأَ  مُلَْعَن  دْقََلوَ  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَزَْنأَفَ  .کَِلذَِل  نَزِحَفَ  هُوْمَرَوَ ،
.رَْبَّصلا هُسَْفَن  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ُّیِبَّنلا  مَزَْلأَفَ 

دْقَ لَاقَفَ : .هُوُبَّذکَوَ  یَلاعَتَوَ  كَرَابَتَ  اللهَا  اورُکَذَفَ  اوَّْدعَتَفَ 

.یهَِلإ رِکْذِ  یلَعَ  یِل  رَْبصَ  لاَوَ  یضِرْعِوَ ، یِلهْأَوَ  یسِْفَن  یِف  تُرْبَصَ 
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تَْبِّذکـُ دْقـََلوَ  نَودُحـَجْیَ  هَِّللا  تِایَآِب  نَیمِِلاَّظلا  َّنکَِلوَ  کََنوُبِّذکـَُی  اَل  مْهَُّنإِفَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  يذَِّلا  کَُنزُحْیََل  هَُّنإِ  مُلَْعَن  دْقـَ  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَزَْنأَفَ 
ُّیِبَّنلا رَبَصَفَ  اَنرُصَْن } مْهُاتَأَ  یَّتحَ  اوذُوأُوَ  اوُبِّذکُ  امَ  یلَعَ  اورُبَصَفَ  کَِلْبقَ  نِْم  لٌسُرُ 

هِِترَْتعِ یِف  رََّشَب  َّمُث  .هِِلاوَحْأَ  عِیمِجَ  یِف  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

یَّلصـَ لَاقَ  کَِلذَ  دَْنعِفَ  نَوُنِقوُی } انَِتایَآِب  اوُناکَوَ  اورُبَصَ  اَّمَل  اَنرِْمأَِب  نَودُهْیَ  هًَّمِئأَ  مْهُْنِم  انَْلعَجَوَ  : } هُؤُانََث َّلجَ  لَاقَفَ  رِْبَّصلاِب ، اوفُصـِوُوَ  هَِّمِئلأَاِب 
نَِم رُْبَّصلا  هِِلآوَ : هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

، هَُل کَِلذَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  رَکَشَفَ  .دِسَجَْلا  نَِم  سِْأَّرلاکَ  نِامَیلإا 

اوُناکَ امَوَ  هُُموْقَوَ  نُوْعَرِْف  عُنَصـْیَ  نَاکـَ  امـَ  اَـنرَّْمدَوَ  اورُبَصَ  امـَِب  لَیِئارَسـْإِ  یِنَب  یلَعَ  ینَسـْحُْلا  کَِّبرَ  تُمَِلکَ  تَّْمتَوَ  : } َّلجـَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَزَْنأَفـَ 
یَّلصَ لَاقَفَ  نَوشُرِْعیَ }

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  حَاَبأَفَ  .مٌاقَِتْنإوَ  يرَشُْب  هَُّنإ  هِِلآوَ : هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

ثُْیحَ مْهُوُلُتْقاوَ  { } دٍصَرْمَ َّلکُ  مْهَُل  اودُعُْقاوَ  مْهُورُصـُحْاوَ  مْهُوذُخُوَ  مْهُومُُتدْجَوَ  ثُْیحَ  نَیکِرِشـْمُْلا  اوُلُتْقافَ  : } لَزَْنأَفَ نَیکِرِشـْمُْلا  لَاتَِق  هَُل 
هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  يْدَیَ  یلَعَ  اللهُا  مُهُلَتَقَفَ  مْهُومُُتْفقَِث }

رَخََّدا امَ  عَمَ  هِرِْبصَ  بَاوََث  هَُل  لَعَجَوَ  هِِئاَّبحِأَوَ ، هِِلآوَ 

یَّتحَ ایَْنُّدلا  نَِم  جْرُخْیَ  مَْل  بَسَتَحْاوَ  رَبَصَ  نْمَفَ  .هِرَخِلآا  یِف  هَُل 

.هِرَخِلآا یِف  هَُل  رُخَِّدیَ  امَ  عَمَ  هِِئادَعْأَ  یِف  هُنَْیعَ  هَُل  اللهُا  َّرقُِی 

O Hafs, whoever perseveres will in fact persevere for a

short while (1) and whoever breaks

.down will also break down for a short while

You must thus abide by

perseverance in all of your affairs. Verily, Almighty Allah has sent Muhammad

s) (as His messenger) and ordered him to be patient and lenient. He thus)

.says, “Bear patiently what they say and avoid them with a becoming avoidance
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Leave Me to deal with the rejecters, the lords of ease and plenty. (73:10-11)”1

He also says, “Repel evil with what is best, when lo! He

between you and whom was enmity would be as if he were a warm friend. None is

made to receive it but those who are patient and none is made to receive it

(” but those who have a mighty good fortune. (41:34-35

So, the Holy Prophet (S) kept on dealing with them

patiently until they forged unbearable things against him and accused him

falsely of these things; therefore, he was distressed at what they had forged

:against him. As a result, Almighty Allah revealed to him the following

,Surely, We know that your breast straitens at what they say! Therefore“

(” celebrate the praise of your Lord and be of those who make obeisance. (15:97-98

They then belied and

accused him of fabrications that he felt sad for that. So, Almighty Allah

revealed to him the following: “We know indeed that what they say certainly

grieves you, but surely they do not call you a liar, but the unjust deny the

communications of Allah. Certainly, messengers before you were rejected, but

they were patient on being rejected and persecuted until Our help came to

(” them. (6:33-34

Although the Holy Prophet (S) committed himself to

patience, they transgressed all limits when they began to speak irreverently
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of Almighty Allah and belied Him. So, the Holy Prophet (S) said, “I have

borne patiently what they said about myself, my family, and my honor, but I

,cannot stand anymore what they are speaking profanely of my Lord.” So

(” Almighty Allah revealed the following: “Bear patiently what they say. (73:10

.So, the Holy Prophet (S) remained patient under all conditions

Then, Almighty Allah gave him the good tidings of the

Imams being from his offspring and ascribed perseverance to them, saying, “We

made of them Imams to guide by Our command when they were patient and they

(were certain of Our communications. (32:24)” Only then, the Holy Prophet (S

declared, “The position of patience to faith is as same as the position of

.” the head to the body

For this situation, Almighty Allah thanked His Prophet

and revealed to him the following: “The good word of your Lord was fulfilled

in the children of Israel because they bore up (sufferings) patiently and We

utterly destroyed what Pharaoh and his people had wrought and what they

built. (7:137)” The Holy Prophet (S) understood the good tidings and the

.punishment of Almighty Allah mentioned in this verse

Then, Almighty Allah allowed him to fight against the

polytheists, saying, “Slay the idolaters wherever you find them, and take

(” them captives and besiege them and lie in wait for them in every ambush. (9:5
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Kill them wherever you find them. (2:191)” So, Almighty Allah slew them at“

the hands of His Messenger (s) and those who love Him. He also kept for His

Messenger (s) the reward of patience along with what He has already kept for

.him in the Hereafter

Succinctly, whoever draws

on patience will never depart this world before Almighty Allah delights him

concerning his enemies not to mention what He has stored for him in the

(Hereafter.(2

p: 311

The Holy Imam (‘a) means that one who takes patience will take patience for a [- 1 - ] 1
little time, because he either takes patience for his whole age, which is relatively little
(if compared to the other life, which is the reward of his patience) or for the time of

.the tribulation, which is also little
Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:88-89, H. 3; Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:207, [- 2 - ] 2

(. H. 1 (as quoted from the earlier reference book
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Muhammad ibn `Ali ibn al-Husayn has reported that Imam `Ali (‘a), in his instructive
:will to his son Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah, said

تِادَرِاوَ کَْنعَ  قِْلأَ 

مَْعِنفَ رَْبَّصلا ، کَسَْفَن  دِّْوعَ  .رِْبَّصلا  مِِئازَعَِب  مِومُهُْلا 

لِاوَهْأَ نِْم  کََباصَأَ  امَ  یلَعَ  اهَْلمِحْاوَ  رُْبَّصلا ، قُُلخُْلا 

.اهَِمومُهُوَ ایَْنُّدلا 

Throw away from yourself

the coming distresses through the determinations of patience. Accustom

yourself to patience, for it is the most excellent trait, and acclimatize

yourself to bearing patiently the horrors and distresses of this worldly life

(that inflict you. (1

Abu-Basir is reported to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying: I heard Abu-
:Ja`far (i.e. Imam al-Baqir) (‘a) saying

یِملاَغُ نِْم  رُِبصْلأَ  یِّنإِ 

نْمَ هَُّنإِ  .لِظَْنحَْلا  نَِم  ُّرمَأَ  وَهُ  امَ  یلَعَ  یِلهْأَ  نِْموَ  اذَهَ 

دِیهَِّشلا هَجَرَدَوَ  مِِئاقَْلا ، مِِئاَّصلا  هَجَرَدَ  هِرِْبصَِب  لَاَن  رَبَصَ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٍَّمحَُم  مَاَّدُق  هِفِْیسَِب  بَرَضَ  دْقَ  يذَِّلا 

.هِِلآوَ

I am training myself to

endure the harm of my servants or wife, tasting a flavor that is bitterer

than colocynth. Verily, one who behaves patiently will be awarded the rank of
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fasting people who spend nights in acts of worship and the rank of martyrs

(who fought the enemies defending the Holy Prophet(s). (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

انَُتعَیشِوَ رٌَّبصُ  اَّنإِ 

.اَّنِم رُبَصْأَ 

We are patient indeed, and

.our Shi`ah are more patient than we are

?” The reported asked, “How come your Shi`ah are more patient than you are

p: 315

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:208, H. 3 [- 3 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:209, H. 5 [- 4 - ] 2
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,The Imam (‘a) answered

اَّنلأَِ

امَ لاَ یلَعَ  نَورُِبصْیَ  انَُتعَیشِوَ  مُلَْعَن  امَ  یلَعَ  رُِبصَْن 

.نَومُلَْعیَ

This is so because we bear patiently matters with which

we have full acquaintance, while our Shi`ah bear matters that they do not

(know. (1

Asceticism; Abstinence from Lawful Worldly Pleasures

In his lifetime and subsistence, as well as social relations, man may be exposed to the
pressures of whims and the various worldly desires and appetencies. This matter may

confuse the entire movement of one who intends to respond to all these desires and
epidemics. He is therefore in urgent need for an objective view to this world and
whatever therein so that he becomes competent enough to deal with all these things
rationally by using his reason, interest, and whatever leads him eventually to true

.perfection

Abstinence from lawful worldly pleasures implies acquaintance with the reality of this
world and its position in man’s life, as well as the true factual view about it. From this
cause, we can notice the Holy Qur'an inspiring abstinence from worldly pleasures by

:saying

هُارَتَفَ جُـیهِیَ  َّمُث  هُُتابََن  رَاَّفکُْلا  بَجَعْأَ  ثٍْیغَ  لِثَمَکَ  دِاَلوْأَْلاوَ  لِاوَْمأَْلا  یِف  رٌُثاکَتَوَ  مْکُنَْیَب  رٌخُافَتَوَ  هٌنَیزِوَ  وٌهَْلوَ  بٌعَِل  ایَْنُّدـلا  هُایَحَْلا  امََّنأَ  اومُلَعْا 
رِورُغُْلا عُاتَمَ  اَّلإِ  ایَْنُّدلا  هُایَحَْلا  امَوَ  نٌاوَضْرِوَ  هَِّللا  نَِم  هٌرَفِْغمَوَ  دٌیدِشَ  بٌاذَعَ  هِرَخِآْلا  یِفوَ  امًاطَحُ  نُوکُیَ  َّمُث  ارفَصُْم 

ءُاشَیَ نْمَ  هِیِتؤُْی  هَِّللا  لُضْفَ  کَِلذَ  هِِلسُرُوَ  هَِّللاِب  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلِل  تَّْدعِأُ  ضِرْأَْلاوَ  ءِامََّسلا  ضِرْعَکَ  اهَضـُرْعَ  هٍَّنجَوَ  مْکُِّبرَ  نِْم  هٍرَفِْغمَ  یَلإِ  اوقُِباسَ 
مِیظِعَْلا لِضْفَْلا  وذُ  هَُّللاوَ 

رٌیسِیَ هَِّللا  یلَعَ  کَِلذَ  َّنإِ  اهَأَرَْبَن  نْأَ  لِْبقَ  نِْم  بٍاتَکِ  یِف  اَّلإِ  مْکُسِفُْنأَ  یِف  اَلوَ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  هٍبَیصُِم  نِْم  بَاصَأَ  امَ 
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رٍوخُفَ لٍاتَخُْم  َّلکُ  ُّبحُِی  اَل  هَُّللاوَ  مْکُاتَآ  امَِب  اوحُرَْفتَ  اَلوَ  مْکُتَافَ  امَ  یلَعَ  اوْسَأْتَ  الَْیکَِل 

Know you all that the life

of this world is but play and amusement, pomp and mutual boasting, and

multiplying in rivalry among yourselves, riches and children. Here is a

similitude: How rain and the growth, which it brings forth delight the hearts

of the tillers; soon it withers; you will see it grow yellow; then it becomes

dry and crumbles away. However, in the Hereafter is a penalty severe for the

devotees of wrong, and forgiveness from Allah and His good pleasure for the

devotees of Allah. And what is the life of this world but goods and chattels

of deception. Be you foremost in seeking forgiveness from your Lord and a garden

of Bliss the width whereof is as the width of heaven and earth, prepared for

,those who believe in Allah and His messengers. That is the grace of Allah

which He bestows on whom he pleases. And Allah is the Lord of grace

abounding. No misfortune can happen on earth or in your souls but is recorded

.in a decree before We bring it into existence. That is truly easy for Allah

In order that you may not despair over matters that pass you by nor exult

.over favors bestowed upon you. For Allah loves not any vainglorious boaster

(57:20-23)

p: 316

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:93, H. 25 [- 2 - ] 1
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In the blessed heritage of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), there are many traditions confirming

this trend and explaining it within the line of conduct that is supposed to be adopted
.by those playing the role of excellent exemplars in society

Muhammad ibn Yahya has reported on the authority of al-Haytham ibn Waqid al-
:Hariri that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

ایَْنُّدلا یِف  دَهِزَ  نْمَ 

هَُناسَِل اهَِب  قَطَْنأَوَ  هِِبْلقَ  یِف  هَمَکْحِْلا  اللهُا  تَبَْثأَ 

نَِم هُجَرَخْأَوَ  اهَءَاوَدَوَ  اهَءَادَ  ایَْنُّدلا  بَوُیعُ  هُرََّصَبوَ 

.مِلاََّسلا رِادَ  یَلإِ  اًمِلاسَ  ایَْنُّدلا 

For those who abstain from

,pursuing worldly pleasures, Almighty Allah will fix wisdom in their hearts

make it glide on their tongues, show them the malady and remedy of the

worldly defects, and move them from this world to the Abode of Peace safe and

(sound.(1

p: 317

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:128, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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:Hafs ibn Ghiyath is reported to have heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

یِف هُُّلکُ  رُْیخَْلا  لَعِجُ 

اللهِا لُوسُرَ  لَاقَ  .ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  دُهُّْزلا  هُحَاتَْفِم  لَعِجُوَ  تٍْیَب 

یِف نِامَ  _ يلإِا هَوَلاَحَ  لُجَُّرلا  دُجِیَ  لاَ  هِِلآوَ : هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

مْکُِبوُلُق یلَعَ  مٌارَحَ  .ایَْنُّدلا  لَکَأَ  نْمَ  یَِلابَُی  یَّتحَ لاَ  هِِبْلقَ 

.ایَْنُّدلا یِف  دَهَزْتَ  یَّتحَ  نِامَ  _ يلإِا هَوَلاَحَ  فَرِْعتَ  نْأَ 

The entire goodness has

.been put in a house the key of which is abstinence from worldly pleasures

The Holy Prophet (S) has said, “No man can find the true sweetness of faith

in his heart before he stops caring for who should hold the world.” Your

hearts are forbidden to taste the sweetness of faith before you abstain from

(worldly pleasures. (1

:Abu-Hamzah is reported to have quoted Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رُیِمأَ  لَاقَ 

دَهُّْزلا نِیِّدلا  یلَعَ  قِلاَخْلأَا  نِوَعْأَ  نِْم  َّنإِ  مُلاََّسلا : هِْیلَعَ 

.ایَْنُّدلا یِف 

The Commander of the Faithful (‘a) has said, “Abstinence from

worldly pleasures is the most helpful of all traits in attaining

(religiousness.” (2

Ali ibn Hashim ibn al-Burayd has reported on the authority of his father that`
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someone asked (Imam) `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) to

p: 318

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:128, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 1

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:128, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 2
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.define asceticism

:The Imam (‘a) said

یلَعْأَفَ ءٍایَشْأَ ، هُرَشَعَ 

عِرَوَْلا هِجَرَدَ  یلَعْأَوَ  عِرَوَْلا ، هِجَرَدَ  یَندْأَ  دِهُّْزلا  هِجَرَدَ 

هِجَرَدَ یَندْأَ  نِیقِیَْلا  هِجَرَدَ  یلَعْأَوَ  نِیقِیَْلا ، هِجَرَدَ  یَندْأَ 

{. مْکُاتَآ امَِب  اوحُرَْفتَ  اَلوَ  مْکُتَافَ  امَ  یلَعَ  اوْسَأْتَ  الَْیکَِل  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  بِاتَکِ  نِْم  هٍیَآ  یِف  دَهُّْزلا  َّنإِوَ  لاَأَ  .اضَِّرلا 

Asceticism is of ten ranks

the highest of which is the lowest rank of piety and the highest rank of

(. piety is the lowest rank of conviction (i.e. full faith in Almighty Allah

The highest rank of conviction is the lowest rank of satisfaction. Asceticism

has been explained in a verse of the Holy Qur'an that reads, “In order that

you may not despair over matters that pass you by nor exult over favors

(bestowed upon you. (57:23)” (1

:Jamil ibn Darraj reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have narrated the following story

One day, the Messenger of Allah (S) passed by a dead young goat whose ears had
been cut and which was thrown on a dunghill. Upon seeing this dead goat, the Holy
Prophet (S) asked his companions, “What is the value of this dead animal?” They

!” answered, “If it was alive, it would not be worth more than one Dirham

The Holy Prophet (S) commented, “I swear by Him Who grasps my soul in His Hand:
the world is more inferior in the sight of Almighty Allah than this dead goat in the sight

(of its owner.” (2

Al-Zuhri, Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Shihab, has reported that when Imam `Ali ibn al-

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1611 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_319_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_319_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(Husayn Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a

p: 319

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:128, H. 4 [- 3 - ] 1
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,was asked to identify the best act in the view of Almighty Allah, he answered

امَ

هِِلوسُرَ هِفَرِْعمَوَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  هِفَرِْعمَ  دَْعَب  لٍمَعَ  نِْم 

َّنإِوَ .ایَْنُّدلا  ضِْغُب  نِْم  لُضَْفأَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

یَصِعُ امَ  لَُّوأَفَ  .اًبعَشُ  یصِاعَمَْلِلوَ  هًرَیِثکَ  اًبعَشَُل  کَِلذَِل 

رَبَکْتَسْاوَ یَبأَ  نَیحِ  سَیِلْبإِ  هُیَصِْعمَ  یَهِوَ  رُبَکِْلا ، هِِب  اللهُا 

ءَاَّوحَوَ مَدَآ  هُیَصِْعمَ  یَهِوَ  صُرْحِْلاوَ  .نَیرِِفاکَْلا  نَِم  نَاکَوَ 

لاَوَ امَُتْئشِ  ثُْیحَ  نِْم  لاَکُفَ  : ) امَهَُل َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَاقَ  نَیحِ 

امَ اذَخَأَفَ  .نَیمِِلاَّظلا ) نَِم  اَنوکُتَفَ  هَرَجََّشلا  هِذِهَ  اَبرَْقتَ 

یَلإِ امَهِِتَّیِّرذُ  یلَعَ  کَِلذَ  لَخَدَفَ  هِْیَلإِ  امَهِِب  هَجَاحَ  لاَ 

امَ لاَ مَدَآ  نُْبا  بُُلطْیَ  امَ  رَثَکْأَ  َّنأَ  کَِلذَوَ  .هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ 

ثُْیحَ مَدَآ  نِْبا  هُیَصِْعمَ  یَهِوَ  دُسَحَْلا  َّمُث  .هِْیَلإِ  هِِب  هَجَاحَ 

ُّبحُوَ ءِاسَِّنلا  ُّبحُ  کَِلذَ  نِْم  بََّعشَتَفَ  .هُلَتَقَفَ  هُاخَأَ  دَسَحَ 

ُّبحُوَ مِلاَکَْلا  ُّبحُوَ  هِحَاَّرلا  ُّبحُوَ  هِسَاَئِّرلا  ُّبحُوَ  ایَْنُّدلا 

َّنهُُّلکُ نَْعمَتَجْافَ  لٍاصَخِ ، عَْبسَ  نَرْصِفَ  .هِوَرَّْثلاوَ  ِّوُلعُْلا 

هِفَرِْعمَ دَْعَب  ءُامَلَعُْلاوَ  ءُایَِبْنلأَا  لَاقَفَ  ایَْنُّدلا ، ِّبحُ  یِف 

: نِایَیَْندُ ایَْنُّدلاوَ  .هٍئَیطِخَ  ِّلکُ  سُْأرَ  ایَْنُّدلا  ُّبحُ  کَِلذَ :

.هٌَنوعُْلمَ اًیْندُوَ  غٍلاََب  ایَْندُ 

After recognition of Almighty Allah and His Messenger

s), no other act is better than hating this world. There are various forms)

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1613 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


of hating this world and there are various types of acts of disobedience to

Almighty Allah. The first act of disobedience to Almighty Allah was

,self-conceit, which was committed by Satan who refused and was haughty and

,so, became one of the unbelievers. The second act of disobedience was greed

which was committed by Adam and Eve (1) when Allah, the

Exalted and Majestic, said to them, “Enjoy its good things as you wish, but

approach not this tree, or you run into harm and transgression.” Although

they did not need the fruit of that tree, they ate it and this greed remained

with their offspring until the Day of Resurrection. In this manner, the

children of Adam (i.e. human beings) always seek things that they do not

need. The third act of disobedience was envy, which was committed by Adam’s

son when he killed his brother out of envy. Several things were derived from

envy: love for women, love for this world, love for supremacy, love for

comfort, love for speech, love for headship, and wealth. These are seven

characteristics all of which are gathered in the love for this world. Having

recognized this fact, the Prophets and men of wisdom all said, “The love for

this world is the root of all sins. This world is of two types: the world

(that is a means of our delivery to the Hereafter, and the damned world.”(2

p: 320

In the faith of the Imamiyyah Shi`ah, warning Prophet Adam against eating [- 3 - ] 1
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from that tree was in the form of leading him to more integrity and more guidance.
Hence, Prophet Adam’s breaking of this warning being expressed as act of

.disobedience is just metaphorical, not literal
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:130, H. 11 [- 4 - ] 2
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Satisfaction

Satisfaction occupies an aspect in the psychological background of those who train
themselves to abstain from worldly pleasures. They therefore become capable
mentally and spiritually of hold back their personal whims and desires. In view of that,

.man is required to discipline himself on being marked by this feature

The Holy Qur'an has put stress on this feature on many occasions, such as the
:following verses

مْهُدُاَلوْأَ اَلوَ  مْهُُلاوَْمأَ  کَْبجِْعُت  الَفَ 

Let not their wealth nor

(their sons dazzle you. (9:55

p: 321
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هِیِف مْهُنَِتْفنَِل  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  هَرَهْزَ  مْهُْنِم  اجًاوَزْأَ  هِِب  انَْعَّتمَ  امَ  یَلإِ  کَْینَْیعَ  َّنَّدمُتَ  اَلوَ 

Do not strain your eyes in

longing for the things We have given for enjoyment to parties of them, the

(splendor of the life of this world, through which We test them. (20:131

The reported heritage of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is also full of confirmations on this
.distinctive feature in man’s behavior

Ahmad ibn Abi-`Abdullah has reported on the authority of `Amr ibn Abi’l-Miqdam that
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

نَْبإ هِارَوَّْتلا : یِف  بٌوُتکْمَ 

اللهِا نَِم  یَضِرَ  نْمَ  .نُادَُت  نُیدِتَ  امَکَ  .تَْئشِ  فَْیکَ  نْکُ  مَدَآ ،

، لِمَعَْلا نَِم  رَیسِیَْلا  هُْنِم  اللهُا  لَِبقَ  قِزِّْرلا  نَِم  لِیِلقَْلاِب 

تْکَزَوَ هُُتَنؤُْم  تَّْفخَ  لِلاَحَْلا  نَِم  رِیسِیَْلاِب  یَضِرَ  نْمَوَ 

.رِوجُفُْلا ِّدحَ  نِْم  جَرَخَوَ  هُُتبَسَکْمَ 

It is written in the

Torah: O son of Adam, be as you wish to be. As you subjugate, you will be

subjugated. He who satisfies himself with little sustenance from Allah, Allah

shall accept from him his little deed. He who satisfies himself with legally

,gotten sustenance, his burden will be light, his earning will be multiplied

(and he will give off the limit of sinfulness. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

اللهُا هُقَزَرَ  امَِب  عَِنقَ  نْمَ 
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.سِاَّنلا ینَغْأَ  نِْم  وَهُفَ 

He who satisfies himself

with whatever sustenance given to him by Almighty Allah is verily the

(wealthiest of all people.(2

Hamzah ibn Harran has narrated that a man complained to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) that he
could not satisfy himself with the earnings he was gaining, because he had a desire

(for gaining more and more. He therefore asked the Imam (‘a

p: 322

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:138, H. 4 [- 1 - ] 1
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.for an advantageous solution

,The Imam (‘a) thus said to him

نْإِ

نَاکَ نْإِوَ  کَیِنْغُی ، اهَیِف  امَ  یَندْأَفَ  کَیِنْغُی  کَیفِکْیَ  امَ  نَاکَ 

.کَیِنْغُی اهَیِف لاَ  امَ  ُّلکُفَ  کَیِنْغُی  کَیفِکْیَ لاَ  امَ 

If that which is

sufficient to you satisfies you, then you will be satisfied by the least of

the worldly gains, but if that which is sufficient to you never satisfies

(you, then all the gains of this world will never satisfy you. (1

Refraining from Forbidden Acts

Refraining from the forbidden acts is considered the other aspect of the psychological
background of abstinence from worldly pleasures and whims. To refrain from
violating the prohibitions of Almighty Allah makes it obligatory upon man to choose
from the worldly affairs only those which have been deemed lawful by Almighty Allah

:Who says in this regard

کَِلذَکـَ هِمَایـَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هًصَِلاخـَ  ایَْنُّدـلا  هِایـَحَْلا  یِف  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلِل  یَهِ  لُْـق  قِزِّْرلا  نَِم  تِابـَِّیَّطلاوَ  هِدِابـَعِِل  جَرَخْأَ  یِتَّلا  هَِّللا  هَنَیزِ  مََّرحَ  نْمَ  لُْـق 
نَومُلَْعیَ مٍوْقَِل  تِایَآْلا  لُِّصفَُن 

Say, “Who has forbidden

the beautiful gifts of Allah, which He has produced for His servants, and the

things, clean and pure, which He has provided for sustenance?” Say, “They

are, in the life of this world, for those who believe, and purely for them on
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the Day of Judgment.” Thus do We explain the signs in detail for those who

(understand. (7:32

Likewise, to practice refraining from the forbidden acts imposes upon man to avoid all
atrocities, sins, filth, and

p: 323
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falsities. After believing and putting full trust in Him, Almighty Allah has preceded this
:feature to all others, saying

نَورُفِْغیَ مْهُ  اوُبضِغَ  امَ  اذَإِوَ  شَحِاوَفَْلاوَ  مِْثإِْلا  رَِئابَکَ  نَوُبِنتَجْیَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

Those who avoid the greater crimes and shameful deeds, and, when they

(are angry, even then forgive. (42:37

Comporting with the Holy Qur'an, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have given much emphasis to
the significance of and the role played by refraining from forbidden acts in the social
relations. In this respect, `Ali ibn Ibrahim has reported on the authority of `Amr ibn
Sa`id ibn Hilal al-Thaqafi that he said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “I cannot meet you
except once in many years; therefore, please teach me something which I should

:adopt.” The Imam (‘a) said

اللهِا يوَْقتَِب  کَیصِوأُ 

دٌاهَِتجْإ لاَ عُفَْنیَ  هَُّنأَ لاَ  مْلَعْاوَ  .دِاهَِتجْلإاوَ  عِرَوَْلاوَ 

.هِیِف عَرَوَ 

I advise you to fear

Almighty Allah, refrain from forbidden acts, and work diligently. Be it known

(to you that diligence without refraining from forbidden acts is worthless. (1

Imam Musa al-Ka¨im (‘a) is reported to have said that he very frequently heard his
:father saying

ثَُّدحَتَتَ نْمَ لاَ  انَِتعَیشِ  نِْم  سَْیَل 

اَنءِایَِلوْأَ نِْم  سَْیَلوَ  َّنهِرِودُخُ ، یِف  هِعِرَوَِب  تُارََّدخَمُْلا 

قِْلخَ نِْم  مْهِیِف  لٍجُرَ  فِلاَآ  هُرَشَعَ  اهَیِف  هٍیَرْقَ  یِف  وَهُ  نْمَ 

.هُْنِم عُرَوْأَ  اللهِا 
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He, about whose

devoutness even women that are confined to their houses do not speak, is not

regarded as one of our Shi`ah (i.e. partisans). He, who lives in a village of

ten thousand persons among whom there is an individual more devout than he

(is, is not regarded as one of our loyalists.(2

p: 324
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Hannan ibn Sadir has reported that Abu’l-Sabbah al-Kinani said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a),
!” “Great is the extent of harassment we are suffering from people because of you

?” The Imam (‘a) asked, “What kind of harassment are you encountering from people

Al-Kinani said, “Whenever we dispute with someone, he immediately gibes at us,
!’” saying, ‘You are a malicious Ja`farite

!” The Imam (‘a) said, “So, people are gibing at you because of me

.” Al-Kinani answered, “Yes, they are

:The Imam (‘a) said

نْمَ اللهِاوَ ، َّلقَأَ ، امَ 

، هُعُرَوَ َّدتَشْا  نِمَ  یِباحَصْأَ  امََّنإِ  مْکُْنِم ! اًرفَْعجَ  عُِبَّتیَ 

.یِباحَصْأَ ءِلاَؤُهَفَ  .هَُباوََث  اجَرَوَ  هِقِِلاخَِل ، لَمِعَوَ 

By Allah I swear, too

little are those who follow Ja`far amongst you! My followers are only those

who show intense piety, dedicate their deeds to their Creator, and desire His

(rewards. These are exclusively my followers. (1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

ُّلکُ

یِف تْرَهِسَ  نٌْیعَ  ثٍلاََث : رُْیغَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هٌیَکِاَب  نٍْیعَ 

نْعَ تَّْضغَ  نٌْیعَوَ  اللهِا ، هِیَشْخَ  نِْم  تْضَافَ  نٌْیعَوَ  اللهِا ، لِیِبسَ 

.اللهِا مِرِاحَمَ 

All eyes will be weeping on the Day of Resurrection
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except for three eyes: an eye that spent a night sleeplessly for Allah’s

sake, an eye that shed tears in fear of Allah, and an eye that was cast down

(against what Allah has prohibited to gaze. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said
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امَ یِف 

امَ یسَوُم ، ایَ  مُلاََّسلا : هِْیلَعَ  یسَوُم  هِِب  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  یجَاَن 

، یِمرِاحَُم نْعَ  عِرَوَْلا  لِْثمِِب  نَوُبِّرقَتَمُْلا  َّیَلإِ  بََّرقَتَ 

.اًدحَأَ مْهُعَمَ  كُرِشْأُ  نٍدْعَ لاَ  تِاَّنجَ  مْهُحُیِبأُ  یِّنإِفَ 

Within

(the confidential talks of Allah, the Almighty and Majestic, with (Prophet

Moses (‘a) are the following words: “O Moses, no means used by those who seek

nearness to Me has ever been better than refraining from My prohibitions. As

a result, I will allow them exclusively to the Paradisiacal gardens of

(perpetual abode. (1

Modesty

Modesty is a high moral and psychological standard that prevents from rushing
towards lusts and from being under the drift of passions. It also grants intellects an
opportunity to hold sway over the line of conduct and to choose the best. From this
cause, the importance of this feature has been confirmed in man generally and in
women particularly with regard to the fact that women’s lusts are more irrepressible
than men’s are. Modesty alone can control such lusts. Through a valid chain of

:authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has reported Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

لَعَجَفَ ءٍازَجْأَ ، هَرَشَعَ  هَوَهَّْشلا  اللهُا  قَلَخَ 

وَْلوَ لِاجَِّرلا ; یِف  اًدحِاوَ  اًءزْجُوَ  ءِاسَِّنلا  یِف  ءٍازَجْأَ  هَعَسِْت 

هِوَهَّْشلا ءِازَجْأَ  رِدْقَ  یلَعَ  ءِایَحَْلا  نَِم  َّنهِیِف  اللهُا  لَعَجَ  امَ  لاَ 

.هِِب تٌاقَِّلعَتَُم  هٍوَسِْن  عُسِْت  لٍجُرَ  ِّلکُِل  نَاکََل 
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Almighty Allah has created lust in ten parts nine of

which were put in women while only one part in men. Had it not been for the modesty

,that Almighty Allah has put in women according to the amount of their lusts

(every nine women would have been passionately attached to one man. (2
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This is why the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have considered modesty to be inseparable part of
.faith; therefore, without modesty, there is no faith

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has reported Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

نِامَ _ يلإِا نَِم  ءُایَحَْلا 

.هَِّنجَْلا یِف  نُامَ  _ يلإِاوَ

,Modesty is part of faith

(and faith leads to Paradise. (1

Mu`adh ibn Kathir is reported to have quoted Imam al-Baqir or Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as
:saying

نُامَ _ يلإِاوَ ءُایَحَْلا 

.هُبَحِاصَ هُعَِبتَ  امَهُدُحَأَ  بَهَذَ  اذَإِفَ  نٍرَقَ ، یِف  نِاَنورُْقمَ 

Modesty and faith are tied

(with the same rope; therefore, if one of them goes, the other will follow it. (2

Ahmad ibn `Abdullah has reported one the authority of one of our companions that
:one of the Holy Imams (‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

ءُایَحَْلا

وَهُ لِْقعَْلا  ءُایَحَفَ  قٍمْحُ ، ءُایَحَوَ  لٍْقعَ  ءُایَحَ  نِاءَایَحَ :

.لُهْجَْلا وَهُ  قِمْحُْلا  ءُایَحَوَ  مُْلعِْلا ،

Modesty is of two categories; Modesty of reason and modesty

of idiocy. The modesty of reason stands for knowledge, while the modesty of
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(idiocy stands for ignorance. (3

Honesty and fulfillment of Trusts

Honesty and trustworthiness are the most distinctive features that act as excellent
examples and directly relate to social
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relations. Before he was commissioned as prophet, the Holy Prophet (S) had been
well-known for his honesty and trustworthiness—two features that greatly and

.positively influenced the movement of the Islamic promulgation

Giving much emphasis to these two features and showing their significance, the Holy
Qur'an enjoined Muslims to be characterized by them, warned against violating them,
described, on more than one occasion, the faithful believers as carrying them, and

:even described the Prophets as carrying them. It has thus said

نَوعُارَ مْهِدِهْعَوَ  مْهِِتاَنامَأَِل  مْهُ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

Those who faithfully

(observe their trusts and their covenants. (23:8

ایِبَن اًلوسُرَ  نَاکَوَ  دِعْوَْلا  قَدِاصَ  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  لَیعِامَسْإِ  بِاتَکِْلا  یِف  رْکُذْاوَ 

Also mention in the Book

the story of Isma`il. He was strictly true to what he promised and he was a

(messenger and a prophet. (19:54

نَیعِشـِاخَْلاوَ تِارَِباَّصلاوَ  نَیرِِباَّصلاوَ  تِاقَدِاَّصلاوَ  نَیِقدِاَّصلاوَ  تِاتـَِناقَْلاوَ  نَیِتِناقـَْلاوَ  تِانـَِمؤْمُْلاوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلاوَ  تِامَِلسـْمُْلاوَ  نَیمِِلسـْمُْلا  َّنإِ 
تِارَکِاَّذلاوَ ارًیِثکَ  هََّللا  نَیرِکِاَّذلاوَ  تِاظَِفاحَْلاوَ  مْهُجَورُُف  نَیظِِفاحَْلاوَ  تِامَِئاَّصلاوَ  نَیمِِئاَّصلاوَ  تِاقَِّدصـَتَمُْلاوَ  نَیِقِّدصـَتَمُْلاوَ  تِاعَشـِاخَْلاوَ 

امًیظِعَ ارًجْأَوَ  هًرَفِْغمَ  مْهَُل  هَُّللا  َّدعَأَ 

,For Muslim men and women

,for believing men and women, for devout men and women, for true men and women

for men and women who are patient and constant, for men and women who humble

themselves, for men and women who give in Charity, for men and women who fast

and deny themselves, for men and women who guard their chastity, and for men

and women who engage much in Allah's praise, for them has Allah prepared
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(forgiveness and great reward. (33:35

Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has reported through a valid
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:chain of authority that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

مَْل َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

یَلإِ هَِنامَلأَا  ءِادَأَوَ  ثِیدِحَْلا  قِدْصِِب  َّلاإِ  اًّیِبَن  ثْعَْبیَ 

.رِجِافَْلاوَ ِّربَْلا 

Verily, Almighty Allah has

never sent any prophet except that he be honest and fulfill the trusts of all

(people, be they righteous or sinful.(1

:Ishaq ibn `Ammar and others have reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

مْهِِتلاَصَِب اوُّرتَْغتَ  لاَ 

هِلاََّصلاِب جَهَِل  امََّبرُ  لَجَُّرلا  َّنإِفَ  مْهِِمایَصِِب ; لاَوَ 

دَْنعِ مْهُورُِبتَخْا  نِکَِلوَ  شَحَوْتَسْا ، هُکَرَتَ  وَْل  یَّتحَ  مِوَّْصلاوَ 

.هَِنامَلأَا ءِادَأَوَ  ثِیدِحَْلا  قِدْصِ 

Do not be deceived by

their prayers and fasting, for they have habituated themselves to performing

prayers and observing fasting so customarily that they will feel desolate if

they neglect them. Yet, you should test them through honesty and fulfillment

(of trusts. (2

Amr ibn Abi’l-Miqdam has reported that in his first visit to him, Imam al-Baqir (‘a)`
,said to him

لَْبقَ قَدِّْصلا  اومَُّلعَتَ 
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.ثِیدِحَْلا

Learn how to be honest

(before you study hadith. (3

Abu-Kahmas has reported that when he conveyed the greetings of `Abdullah ibn Abi-
:Ya`fur to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), the Imam (‘a) said

.مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَوَ  کَْیلَعَ 

َّنإِ هَُل : لُْقوَ  مَلاََّسلا  هُْئرِْقأَفَ  اللهِا  دَْبعَ  تَْیتَأَ  اذَإِ 

ٌّیِلعَ هِِب  غَلََب  امَ  رْظُْنأُ  کََل : لُوقُیَ  دٍَّمحَُم  نَْب  رَفَْعجَ 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  دَْنعِ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 

غَلََب امَ  غَلََب  امََّنأَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  اًّیِلعَ  َّنإِفَ  هُْمزَْلافَ ،

ثِیدِحَْلا قِدْصِِب  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  دَْنعِ  هِِب 

.هَِنامَلأَا ءِادَأَوَ 

.Peace be upon you and him

When you visit `Abdullah, convey my greetings and say to him, “Ja`far ibn

Muhammad says, ‘Consider the matters due to which `Ali (‘a) attained such a

supreme position with the Messenger of Allah (S) and then commit yourselves

to them. In fact, `Ali (‘a) attained the position that he attained with the

Messenger of Allah (S) due to two things: honesty and fulfillment of

(trusts.’” (4
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:Abdullah ibn Abi-Ya`fur has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying`

اوُنوکُ

مُکُْنِم اوْرَیَِل  مْکُِتنَسِْلأ ، رِْیغَِب  رِْیخَْلاِب  سِاَّنلِل  هًاعَدُ 

.عَرَوَْلاوَ قَدِّْصلاوَ  دَاهَِتجْلإا 

Act as heralds to goodness in the milieus of people by

other means than your tongues (i.e. speech) so that they can become aware of

(your diligence, honesty, and piety. (1

Straightforwardness

To be straightforward, steadfast, and resolute in work is one of the features of those
who play the role of excellent examples in society, because it has a big bearing on the
building of man’s personality and the development and establishment of good social

.relations with others

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have called the attentions to this feature when they advised their
followers to endure and continue on a certain work for one year at least so that the
others would not think of them as unsteady and irregular. Besides, the results of any

;deed cannot come to sight in a short period
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therefore, it is necessary to be patient and wait so that one can learn with certainty
.whether this deed is valid or invalid

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni, through a valid chain of authority, has reported Imam

:al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

اللهِا یَلإِ  لِامَعْلأَا  ُّبحَأَ 

.َّلقَ نْإِوَ  دُْبعَْلا  هِْیلَعَ  مَوَادَ  امَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ 

The most cherished deed in

the sight of Almighty Allah is the work in which a servant persists, no

(matter how little it may be. (1

Through another valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Imam `Ali
:ibn al-Husayn (‘a) to have said

یِّنإِ

.َّلقَ نْإِوَ  لِمَعَْلا  یلَعَ  مَوِادَأُ  نْأَ  ُّبحِلأُ 

I do love to keep doing

(a certain work, no matter how little it may be.(2

یِّنإِ

.ٌّرقِتَسُْم یِلمَعَوَ  یِّبرَ  یلَعَ  مَدِْقأُ  نْأَ  ُّبحِلأُ 

I surely would love that when I meet my Lord, I will have

(been constant in my work. (3

Excellent Examples

Through their guidelines and advice, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have aimed at building a
virtuous community and excellent examples in Muslim society. They have sometimes
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directed their partisans towards the necessity of adorning themselves with the
highest Islamic moral standards that represent this excellent example and, on other

.occasions, condemned them for showing vicious traits

Let us now refer to some pieces of discourse in which the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have
depicted the picture of true Shi`ah and sublime excellent examples in the virtuous

.community
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:Hamran ibn A`yun has quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as narrating the following account

Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) was sitting in his house when the door was knocked. He
asked one of his bondmaids to open the door. “We are a group of your Shi`ah,” they

.shouted from behind the door

As soon as he heard this statement, the Imam (‘a) jumped so hurriedly that he was
:about to fall down. When he opened the door, he moved back and said

! اوُبذِکَ

نَْیأَ هِدَابَعِْلا ؟ رَُثأَ  نَْیأَ  هِوجُوُْلا ؟ یِف  تُمَّْسلا  نَْیأَفَ 

مْهِِتدَابَعِِب نَوُفرَْعُی  انَُتعَیشِ  امََّنإِ  دِوجُُّسلا ؟ ءُامَیسِ 

تِرَِثدُوَ فَاَنلآا ، مُهُْنِم  هُدَابَعِْلا  تِحََّرقَ  دْقَ  .مْهِِثعَشَوَ 

دْقَ هِافَِّشلا ، لُْبذُ  نِوطُُبْلا ، صُمْخُ  دُجِاسَمَْلاوَ ; هُابَجِْلا 

عطَقَوَ یِلایََّللا  رُهَسَ  قَلَخْأَوَ  مْهُهَوجُوُ ، هُدَاَبَعِْلا  تِجََّیهَ 

، سُاَّنلا تَکَسَ  اذَإِ  نَوحُِّبسَمُْلا  مْهُثَثَجُ ; رُجِاوَهَْلا 

حَرِفَ اذَإِ  نَوُنوزُحْمَْلاوَ  سُاَّنلا ، مَاَن  اذَإِ  نَوُّلصَمُْلاوَ 

مْهُُلغُاشَتَوَ هُمَحَّْرلا ، مُهُُملاَکَ  دِهُّْزلاِب ، نَوُفرَْعُی  سُاَّنلا ;

.هَِّنجَْلاِب

You are lying. Where are the marks on the faces? Where are the signs of

worship? Where are the features of prostration? Our Shi`ah are only those who

are characterized by much worship and shagginess. Their noses are impaired

due to worshipping, and their foreheads, as well as the other organs of

prostration, are effaced. Their stomachs are atrophied and their lips are
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withered. Worship has changed their faces, staying up at nights has fatigued

them, and hot weather has affected their bodies. They praise Almighty Allah

when other people are silent, offer prayers when other people are asleep, and

,are sad when other people are happy. Their distinctive feature is asceticism

(their wording is mercy and their main concern is (how to win) Paradise. (1

p: 332

.Allamah `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 65:169, H. 30 [- ` 1 - ] 1
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,Jabir (ibn `Abdullah) has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying to him

ایَ

ودُْعیَ نْمَ لاَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ  هُعَیشِ  امََّنإِ  رُِباجَ ،

، اًیِلاقَ انََل  حُدَمْیَ  لاَ  هَُندََب ; هُؤُانَحْشَ  لاَوَ  هُعَمْسَ  هُُتوْصَ 

هُعَیشِ .اًبِئاعَ  انََل  سُِلاجَُی  لاَوَ  اًضغِْبُم  انََل  لُصِاوَُی  لاَوَ 

لاَوَ بِْلکَْلا ، رَیرِهَ  ُّرهِیَ  نْمَ لاَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ 

.اًعوجُ تَامَ  نْإِوَ  سِاَّنلا  لُأَسْیَ  لاَوَ  بِارَغُْلا ، عَمَطَ  عُمَطْیَ 

اودُهِشَ نْإِ  مْهُرُایَدِ ; هُلَقِتَْنمُْلا  مُهُشُْیعَ  هُضَیفِخَْلا  کَِئَلوأُ 

مَْل اوضُرِمَ  نْإِوَ  اودُقَتَْفُی ، مَْل  اوُباغَ  نْإِوَ  اوُفرَْعُی ، مَْل 

.نَورُوَازَتَیَ مْهِرِوُبُق  یِف  اودُهَشُْی ; مَْل  اوُتامَ  نْإِوَ  اودُاعَُی ،

O Jabir, the true Shi`ah of `Ali (‘a) are only those whose voices do not exceed their
hearings and

detestations do not exceed their bodies. They neither praise those who detest

us, nor have regard for those who hate us, nor associate with those who

,revile us. The true Shi`ah of `Ali (‘a) do not bark like dogs, covet like crows

.or beg people openly even if they starve. Their earnings are hardly sufficient

.Their dwellings are roving. When they are present, they are not recognized

When they are absent, they are not missed. When they are sick, nobody visits

them. When they die, nobody participates in their funeral ceremonies. They

.exchange visits in their graves

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1639 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


?” Jabir asked, “Where can I find such people

,The Imam (‘a) answered

یِف

(. نَیرِِفاکَْلا یلَعَ  هٍَّزعِأَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَ  هٍَّلذِأَ  : ) َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  لُوْقَ  وَهُوَ  قِاوَسْلأَا ، نَْیَب  ضِرْلأَا  فِارَطْأَ 

You will find them living

,in the outskirts among the marts. They are those intended in Allah’s saying

.They are humble towards the believers and dignified before the unbelievers“

(1) (” 5:54)

p: 333

.Allamah `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 65:168, H. 28 [- ` 1 - ] 1
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:Ab-Basir has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

عِرَوَْلا لُهْأَ  انَُتعَیشِ 

دِهُّْزلا لُهْأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَاوَ  ءِافَوَْلا  لُهْأَوَ  دِاهَِتجْلإاوَ 

مِوْیَْلا یِف  هًعَکْرَ  نَیسِمْخَوَ  يدَحْإ  بُاحَصْأَ  هِدَابَعِْلاوَ ؛

نَوُّکزَُی رَاهََّنلا ، نَومُِئاَّصلا  لَْیَّللا  نَومُِئاقَْلا  هِلَْیَّللاوَ ،

.مٍَّرحَُم َّلکُ  نَوُبِنتَجْیَوَ  تَْیبَْلا  نَوُّجحِیَوَ  مْهَُلاوَْمأَ 

Our Shi`ah are the people

of piety, diligence, faithfulness, and honesty. They are also the people of

asceticism and worship. They offer fifty-one units of prayer in a single day

.and night. They pass their nights with worship and their days with fasting

They purify their wealth, go on pilgrimage to the House of God, and refrain

(from committing any forbidden act. (1

:Ibn Abi-Najran has reported that he heard Imam al-Riza (‘a) saying

دْقَفَ انَتَعَیشِ  يدَاعَ  نْمَ 

اوقُِلخُ اَّنِم ، مْهَُّنلأَِ  اَنلاَاوَ ، دْقَفَ  مْهُلاَاوَ  نْمَوَ  اَنادَاعَ ،

سَْیلَفَ مْهُضَغَْبأَ  نْمَوَ  اَّنِم ، وَهُفَ  مْهَُّبحَأَ  نْمَ  .انَِتنَیطِ  نِْم 

هِمَحْرَ یِف  نَوُبَّلقَتَیَوَ  اللهِا ، رِوُنِب  نَورُظُْنیَ  انَُتعَیشِ  .اَّنِم 

انَِتعَیشِ نِْم  دٍحَأَ  نِْم  امَ  .اللهِا  هِمَارَکَِب  نَوزُوفُیَوَ  اللهِا ،

انَمْمَتَغْإ َّلاإِ  َّمتَغْإ  لاَوَ  هِضِرَمَِل ، انَضْرِمَ  َّلاإِ  ضُرُمْیَ 

اَّنعَ بُیغِیَ  لاَوَ  هِحِرَفَِل ، انَحْرِفَ  َّلاإِ  حُرَْفیَ  لاَوَ  هِِّمغَِل ،
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، اهَِبرْغَ وْأَ  ضِرْلأَا  قِرْشَ  یِف  نَاکَ  نَْیأَ  انَِتعَیشِ  نِْم  دٌحَأَ 

مْهُْنِم كَرَتَ  نْمَوَ  انَْیلَعَ ، وَهُفَ  اًنْیدَ  انَِتعَیشِ  نِْم  كَرَتَ  نْمَوَ 

هَلاََّصلا نَومُیقُِی  نَیذَِّلا  انَُتعَیشِ  .هِِتَثرَوَِل  وَهُفَ  لاًامَ 

رَهْشَ نَوُموصُیَوَ  مَارَحَْلا  تَْیبَْلا  نَوُّجحِیَوَ  هَاکََّزلا  نَوُتؤُْیوَ 

.مْهِِئادَعْأَ نِْم  نَوؤَُّربَتَیَوَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  نَوُلاوَُیوَ  نَاضَمَرَ 

، يوَْقَّتلاوَ عِرَوَْلا  لُهْأَوَ  یقَُّتلاوَ ، نِامَ  _ يلإِا لُهْأَ  کَِئَلوأُ 

مْهِْیلَعَ نَعَطَ  نْمَوَ  اللهِا ، یلَعَ  َّدرَ  دْقَفَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  َّدرَ  نْمَ 

هُؤُایَِلوْأَوَ اًقّحَ ، اللهِا  دُابَعِ  مْهَُّنلأَِ  اللهِا ; یلَعَ  نَعَطَ  دْقَفَ 

رَضَمَوُ هَعَیِبرَ  لِْثِم  یِف  عُفَشْیََل  مْهُدَحَأَ  َّنإِ  اللهِاوَ  .اًقدْصِ 

.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ  هِِتمَارَکَِل  مْهِیِف  اللهُا  هُعُِّفشَُیفَ 

Whoever antagonizes our

Shi`ah is antagonizing us and whoever shows loyalty to them is showing

loyalty to us, because they are part of us. They were created from the same

clay from which we were created. He who loves them is one of us, but he who

hates them does not belong to us. Our Shi`ah see through the light of

Almighty Allah, move about in the mercy of Him, and will win the dignity of

,Him. We feel the same pains that any one of our Shi`ah feels during ailment

we become grieved whenever any of them becomes grieved, and we feel happy

whenever any of them feels happy. No one of our Shi`ah can be out of our

auspices, whether he was in the east or the west of the earth. The debt that
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is left by any one of our Shi`ah is in our responsibility while the estate is

his heirs’. Our Shi`ah are those who perform the prayers, defray the zakat

tax, go on the Hajj Pilgrimage to the Holy House of Allah, observe fasting

during the month of Ramazan, declare their loyalty to the Prophet’s

household, and declare their disavowal of the enemies of them. Those are the

people of faith and God-fearing, and the people of piety and devoutness. He

who rejects them is rejecting Allah, and he who defames them is speaking ill

of Allah, because they are the true servants and the genuine disciples of

Him. By Allah I swear, each individual of them will be granted (on the Day of

Resurrection) the right to intercede for as many people as the individuals of

(the tribes of Rabi`ah and Muzar. This is Almighty Allah’s honor to them. (2

p: 334

Shaykh al-Saduq, Sifat al-Shi`ah, pp. 2; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar [- 2 - ] 1
.68:167, H. 33 as quoted from the previous reference book

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 65:167, H. 25 [- ` 1 - ] 2
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,To end, let us present this admirably superb discourse

p: 335
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known as the description of the God-fearing, in which Imam `Ali (‘a) describes the
partisans of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). A few paragraphs of this discourse have been

(previously cited within the particularities of the virtuous community. (1

p: 336

Al-Karachaki in his book of Kanz al-Fawa'id has reported on the authority of [- 1 - ] 1
Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali on the authority of Yahya ibn Ummi’l-Tawil that Nawf al-
Bakkali said: I have had some requests to be granted by the Commander of the
Faithful, Imam `Ali ibn Abi-Talib (‘a). Therefore, I sent to him Jundab ibn Zuhayr, al-
Rabi` ibn Khuthaym, and his nephew Hammam ibn `Abadah ibn Khuthaym, who was
well-known for asceticism and devoutness. We all thus came to meet Imam `Ali (‘a)
who was about to leave to lead a congregational prayer in the mosque. Followed by
us, he directed towards a group of people, who seemed to be indulging in luxury,
exchanging jokes and amusing each other. When they knew that Imam `Ali (‘a) was
approaching them, they stood up hurriedly and greeted him. The Imam (‘a)
responded to their greeting and asked, “Who are you?” “We are a group from your
Shi`ah,” they answered. “O group,” the Imam (‘a) said, “Why can I see neither the
marks of Shi`ism nor the adornment of bearing love for us—the Ahl al-Bayt—on your
appearances?” Embarrassed, they could not find any answer. Then Jundab and al-
Rabi` approached the Imam (‘a) and asked, “O Commander of the Faithful, what are
the marks and specifications of your Shi`ah?” Showing no desire to answer them, the
Imam (‘a) said, “O two men, fear Allah and do good deeds, for Allah is with those who
fear Him and those who do good deeds.” Hammam ibn `Abadah, who was diligently
devoted to worship, said to him “O Commander of the Faithful, I beseech you in the
Name of Him Who has conferred honor upon all of you—the Ahl al-Bayt—and given
you exclusively and endowed you with special favors, please tell us about the
specifications of your Shi`ah.” “Do not put me under an oath,” the Imam (‘a) said, “I
will tell you all about these specifications.” The Imam then took Hammam from the
hand and led him to the mosque where he (‘a) offered a two-unit short prayer, sat
down, turned his face towards us, and, encompassed by people from all sides, praised
and thanked Almighty Allah and said,… (quoted from `Allamah al-Majlisi’s Bihar al-
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(. Anwar 65:192, H. 48
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اَّمأَ

مْهُقَلَخَ نَیحِ  قَْلخَْلا  قَلَخَ  یَلاعَتَوَ _  هَُناحَْبسُ  اللهَا _  َّنإِفَ  دُْعَب ،

هُُّرضُتَ هَُّنلاَِ لاَ  مْهِِتیَصِْعمَ ، نِْم  اًنِمآ  مْهِِتعَاطَ  نْعَ  اًّیِنغَ 

مْهُنَْیَب مَسَقَفَ  هُعَاطَأَ ، نْمَ  هُعَاطَ  هُعُفَْنتَ  لاَوَ  هُاصَعَ ، نْمَ  هُیَصِْعمَ 

اهَیِف نَوقَُّتمُْلافَ  .مْهُعَضِاوَمَ  ایَْنُّدلا  نَِم  مْهُعَضَوَوَ  مْهُشَِیاعَمَ ،

، دُاصَِتْقلاْا مُهُسُبَْلمَوَ  بُاوََّصلا ، مُهُقُطِْنمَ  لِِئاضَفَْلا : لُهْأَ  مْهُ 

، مْهِْیلَعَ اللهُا  مََّرحَ  اَّمعَمْهُرَاصَْبأَ  اوُّضغَ  .عُضُاوََّتلا  مُهُُیشْمَوَ 

مْهُسُفُْنأَ تَْلزََن  .مْهَُل  عِِفاَّنلا  مِْلعِْلا  یلَعَ  مْهُعَامَسْأَ  اوفُقَوَوَ 

لُجَلاَْا وَْل لاَ  .ءِاخََّرلا  یِف  تَْلزََن  یِتَّلاکَ  ءِلاَبَْلا  یِف  مْهُْنِم 

مْهِدِاسَجْأَ یِف  مْهُحُاوَرْأَ  َّرقِتَسْتَ  مَْل  مُهِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  يذَِّلا 

قُِلاخَْلا مَظُعَ  .بِاقَعِْلا  نَِم  اًفوْخَوَ  بِاوََّثلا ، یَلإِ  اًقوْشَ  نْیعَ ، هَفَرْطَ 

نْمَکَ هَُّنجَْلاوَ  مْهُفَ  مْهِِنُیعْأَ ، یِف  هَُنودُ  امَ  رَغُصَفَ  مْهِسِفُْنأ  یِف 

، اهَآرَ دْقَ  نْمَکَ  رُاَّنلاوَ  مْهُوَ  نَومَُّعنَُم ، اهَیِف  مْهُفَ  اهَآرَ ، دْقَ 

، هٌَنوُمأْمَ مْهُرُورُشُوَ  هٌَنوزُحْمَ ، مْهُُبوُلُق  .نَوُبَّذعَُم  اهَیِف  مْهُفَ 

.هٌفَیفِعَ مْهُسُفُْنأَوَ  هٌفَیفِخَ ، مْهُُتاجَاحَوَ  هٌفَیحَِن ، مْهُدُاسَجْأَوَ 

، هٌحَِبرْمَ هٌرَاجَِت  هًلَیوِطَ ، هًحَارَ  مْهُْتبَقَعْأَ  هًرَیصِقَ  اًماَّیأَ  اورُبَصَ 

مْهُْترَسَأَوَ اهَودُیرُِی ، مَْلوَ  ایَْنُّدْلا  مُهُْتدَارَأَ  .مهُُّبرَ  مْهَُل  اهَرََّسیَ 

نَیِلاتَ مْهُمَادَْقأَ ، نَوُّفاصَفَ  لَْیَّللا  اَّمأَ  .اهَْنِم  مْهُسَفُْنأُ  اوْدَفَفَ 

، مْهُسَفُْنأَ هِِب  نَوُنِّزحَُی  لاًیِترْتَ ، اهََنوُلِّترَُی  نِآرْقُْلا  ءِازَجْلاَِ 

قٌیوِشْتَ اهَیِف  هیَآِب  اوُّرمَ  اذَإِفَ  مْهِِئادَ ، ءَاوَدَ  هِِب  نَورُیِثتَسْیَوَ 
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اوُّنظَوَ اًقوْشَ ، اهَْیَلإِ  مْهُسُوفُُن  تْعََّلطَتَوَ  اًعمَطَ ، اهَْیَلإِ  اوُنکَرَ 

اوْغَصْأَ فٌیوِخْتَ  اهَیِف  هیَآِب  اوُّرمَ  اذَإِوَ  مْهِِنُیعْأَ ، بَصُْن  اهََّنأ 

اهَقَیهِشَوَ مََّنهَجَ  رَیِفزَ  َّنأَ  اوُّنظَوَ  مْهِِبوُلُق ، عَِماسَمَ  اهَْیَلإِ 

مْهِهِابَجَِل نَوشُرِتَْفُم  مْهِطِاسَوْأَ ، یلَعَ  نَوُناحَ  مْهُفَ  مْهِِناذَآ ، لِوصُأُ  یِف 

كِاکَفَ یِف  اللهِا  یَلإِ  نَوُبُلطْیَ  مْهِِمادَْقأَ ، فِارَطْأَوَ  مْهِِّفکُأَوَ ،

، ءُایَقِْتأَ رٌارَْبأَ  ءُامَلَعُ ، ءُامَلَحُفَ  رَاهََّنلا  اَّمأَوَ  .مْهِِباقَرِ 

مْهُُبسَحْیَفَ رُظِاَّنْلا  مُهْیَلإِ  رُظُْنیَ  حِادَقِْلا ، يَرَْب  فُوْخَْلا  مْهُارََب  دْقَ 

مْهُطََلاخَ دْقََلوَ  اوطُِلوخُ ! دْقَ  لُوقُیَوَ : ضرَمَ ، نِْم  مِوْقَْلاِب  امَوَ  یضَرْمَ ،

نَورُِثکْتَسْیَ لاَوَ  لَیِلقَْلا ، مُهِِلامَعْأَ  نِْم  نَوْضَرْیَ  لاَ  مٌیظِعَ ! رٌْمأَ 

.نَوقُفِشُْم مْهِِلامَعْأَ  نِْموَ  نَومُهَِّتُم ، مْهِسِفُْنلاَِ  مْهُفَ  رَیِثکَْلا ،

مُلَعْأَ اَنأَ  لُوقُیَفَ : هَُل ، لُاقَُی  اَّمِم  فَاخَ  مْهْْنِم  دٌحَأَ  یَِّکزُ  اذَإِ 

یِنذْخِاؤَُت َّمهَُّللا لاَ  یسْفنَِب ! یِّنِم  مُلَعْأَ  یِّبرَوَ  يرِْیغَ ، نِْم  یسِْفنَِب 

امَ لاَ یِل  رْفِغْاوَ  نَوُّنظُیَ ، اَّمِم  لَضَْفأَ  یِنْلعَجْاوَ  نَوُلوقُیَ ، امَِب 

، نیدِ یِف  هًَّوُق  هَُل  يرَتَ  کََّنأَ  مْهِدِحَأَ  هِمَلاَعَ  نْمِفَ  .نَومُلَْعیَ 

یِف اًمْلعِوَ  مْلعِ ، یِف  اًصرْحِوَ  نیقِیَ ، یِف  اًنامَیإِوَ  نیِل ، یِف  اًمزْحَوَ 

، هقَافَ یِف  لاًُّمجَتَوَ  هدَابَعِ ، یِف  اًعوشُخُوَ  یًنغِ ، یِف  اًدصْقَوَ  مْلحِ ،

اًجُّرحَتَوَ يًدهُ ، یِف  اًطاشَنوَ  للاَحَ ، یِف  اًبلَطَوَ  هَّدشِ ، یِف  اًرْبصَوَ 

هُُّمهَوَ یسِمُْی  لجَوَ ، یلَعَ  وَهُوَ  هَحَِلاَّصلا  لَامَعْلاَْا  لُمَْعیَ  .عمَطَ  نْعَ 

، اًحرِفَ حُِبصُْیوَ  اًرذِحَ ، تُیِبیَ  رُکِّْذلا ، هُُّمهَوَ  حُِبصُْیوَ  رُکُّْشلا ،

لِضْفَْلا نَِم  بَاصَأَ  امَِب  اًحرِفَوَ  هِلَْفغَْلا ، نَِم  رَِّذحُ  اَّمَل  اًرذِحَ 
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اهَطِْعُی مَْل  هُرَکْتَ  امیَِف  هُسُْفَن  هِْیلَعَ  تْبَعَصْتَسْا  نِإِ  .هِمَحَّْرلاوَ 

امیَِف هُُتدَاهَزَوَ  لُوزُیَ ، امیَِف لاَ  هِِنْیعَ  هَُّرُق  .ُّبحُِت  امیَِف  اهََلؤْسُ 

هُارَتَ .لِمَعَْلاِب  لَوْقَْلاوَ  مَْلعِْلاِب ، مَْلحِْلا  جُزُمْیَ  یقَْبیَ ، لاَ 

اًروزُْنمَ هُسُْفَن ، هًعَِناقَ  هُُبْلقَ ، اًعشِاخَ  هُُلَلزَ ، لاًیِلقَ  هُُلمَأَ ، اًبیرِقَ 

اًموظُکْمَ هُُتوَهْشَ ، هًتَِّیمَ  هُُنیدِ ، اًزیرِحَ  هُرُْمأَ ، لاًهْسَ  هُُلکْأَ ،

نَاکَ نْإِ  .نٌوُمأْمَ  هُْنِم  ُّرَّشلاوَ  لٌوُمأْمَ ، هُْنِم  رُْیخَْلا  .هُظُْیغُ 

مَْل نَیرِکِاَّذلا  یِف  نَاکَ  نْإِوَ  نَیرِکِاَّذلا ، یِف  بَِتکُ  نَیِلِفاغَْلا  یِف 

، هُمَرَحَ نْمَ  یطِْعُیوَ  هُمَلَظَ ، نَّْمعَ  وفُْعیَ  .نَیِلِفاغَْلا  نَِم  بْتَکُْی 

، هُرُکَْنُم اًبِئاغَ  هُُلوْقَ ، اًنِّیَل  هُشُحُف ، اًدیعَِب  .هُعَطَقَ  نْمَ  لُصِیَوَ 

لِزِلاََّزلا یِف  .هُُّرشَ  اًرِبدُْم  هُرُْیخَ ، لاًِبْقُم  هُُفورُْعمَ ، اًرضِاحَ 

یلَعَ فُیحِیَ  .رٌوکُشَ لاَ  ءِاخََّرلا  یِفوَ  رٌوُبصَ ، هِرِاکَمَْلا  یِفوَ  رٌوُقوَ ،

نْأَ لَْبقَ  ِّقحَْلاِب  فُرِتَْعیَ  .ُّبحُِی  نْمَیِف  مَُثأْیَ  لاَوَ  ضُغِْبُی ، نْمَ 

لاَوَ رَِّکذُ ، امَ  یسَْنیَ  لاَوَ  ظَفِحُْتسْا ، امَ  عُِّیضَُی  .هِْیلَعَ لاَ  دَهَشُْی 

، بِِئاصَمَْلاب تُمَشْیَ  لاَوَ  رِاجْلاب ، ُّراضَُی  لاَوَ  بِاقَْللاَْاِب ، زُِبانَُی 

هَُّمغُیَ مَْل  تَمَصَ  نْإِ  .ِّقحَْلا  نَِم  جُرُخْیَ  لاَو  لِطِابَْلا ، یِف  لُخُدْیَ  لاَوَ 

یّتحَ رَبَصَ  هِْیلَعَ  یَغُِب  نْإِوَ  هُُتوْصَ ، لُْعیَ  مَْل  کَحِضَ  نْإِوَ  هُُتمْصَ ،

سُاَّنلاوَ ءانَعَ ، یِف  هُْنِم  هُسُْفَن  .هَُل  مُقِتَْنیَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُ  اللهُا  نَوکُیَ 

.هِسِْفَن نِْم  سَاَّنلا  حَارَأَوَ  هِِترَخِلاِ ، هسفن  بَعَْتأَ  .هحَارَ  یِف  هُْنِم 

اَندَ نَّْمِم  هُُّوُندُوَ  هٌهَازَنوَ ، دٌهْزُ  هُْنعَ  دَعَابَتَ  نَّْمعَ  هُدُْعُب 

هُُّوُندُ لاَوَ  همَظَعَوَ ، رْبکِِب  هُدُعُابَتَ  سَْیَل  هٌمَحْرَوَ ، نٌیِل  هُنَِم 
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.هعَیدِخَوَ رکْمَِب 

Now then, Allah the

Glorified, the Sublime, created (the things of) creation. He created them

without any need for their obedience or harm from their sinning, because the

sin of anyone who sins does not harm Him nor does the obedience of anyone who

obeys Him benefit Him. He has distributed among them their livelihood, and

has assigned them their positions in the world. Thus, the God-fearing in it are

the people of distinction. Their speech is to the point, their dress is

moderate and their gait is humble. They keep their eyes closed to what Allah

has made unlawful for them, and they put their ears to that knowledge which

is beneficial to them. They remain in the time of trials as though they

remain in comfort. If there had not been fixed periods (of life) ordained for

each, their spirits would not have remained in their bodies even for the

twinkling of an eye because of (their) eagerness for the reward and fear of

,chastisement. The greatness of the Creator is seated in their heart, and, so

everything else appears small in their eyes. Thus to them Paradise is as

though they see it and are enjoying its favors.1 To them, Hell is also as if they see it
and are

suffering punishment in it. Their hearts are sorrowful, they are protected

against evils, their bodies are thin, their needs are scanty, and their souls
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are chaste. They endured (hardship) for a short while, and in consequence

they secured comfort for a long time. It is a beneficial transaction that

Allah made easy for them. The world aimed at them, but they did not aim at

it. It captured them, but they freed themselves from it by a ransom. During a

night they are upstanding on their feet reading portions of the Qur'an and

reciting it in a well-measured way, creating through it grief for themselves

and seeking by it the cure for their ailments. If they come across a verse

creating eagerness (for Paradise) they pursue it avidly, their spirits turn

towards it eagerly, and they feel as if it is in front of them. And when they

come across a verse, which contains fear (of Hell), they bend the ears of

their hearts towards it, and feel as though the sound of Hell and its cries

are reaching their ears. They bend themselves from their backs, prostrate

themselves on their foreheads, their palms, their knees and their toes, and

beseech Allah, the Sublime, for their deliverance. During the day, they are

enduring, learned, virtuous and God-fearing. Fear (of Allah) has made them

,thin like arrows. If any one looks at them, he believes they are sick

,although they are not sick, and he says that they have gone mad. In fact

great concern (i.e., fear) has made them mad. They are not satisfied with

their meager good acts, and do not regard their major acts as great. They

always blame themselves and are afraid of their deeds. When anyone of them is
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spoken of highly, he says: “I know myself better than others, and my Lord

knows me better than I know. O Allah do not deal with me according to what

they say, and make me better than they think of me and forgive me (those

shortcomings) which they do not know. The peculiarity of anyone of them is

that you will see that he has strength in religion, determination along with

,leniency, faith with conviction, eagerness in (seeking) knowledge, with forbearance

,moderation in riches, devotion in worship, gracefulness in starvation

endurance in hardship, desire for the lawful, pleasure in guidance and hatred

from greed. He performs virtuous deeds but still feels afraid. In the

evening, he is anxious to offer thanks (to Allah). In the morning, his

anxiety is to remember (Allah). He passes the night in fear and rises in the

morning in joy — fear lest night is passed in forgetfulness, and joy over the

favor and mercy received by him. If his self refuses to endure a thing that

it does not like, he does not grant its request towards what it likes. The

coolness of his eye lies in what is to last forever, while from the things

of this world) that will not last he keeps aloof. He transfuses knowledge)

with forbearance, and speech with action. You will see his hopes simple, his

shortcomings few, his heart fearing, his spirit contented, his meal small and

simple, his religion safe, his desires dead and his anger suppressed. Good

alone is expected from him. Evil from him is not to be feared. Even if he is
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found among those who forget (Allah) he is counted among those who remember

.Him), but if he is among the rememberers he is not counted among the forgetful)

.He forgives him who is unjust to him, and he gives to him who deprives him

He behaves well with him who behaves ill with him. Indecent speech is far

from him, his utterance is lenient, his evils are non-existent his virtues

are ever present, his good is ahead and mischief has turned its face (from

him). He is dignified during calamities, patient in distresses, and thankful

during ease. He does not commit excess over him whom he hates, and does not

commit sin for the sake of him whom he loves. He admits truth before evidence

is brought against him. He does not misappropriate what is placed in his

custody, and does not forget what he is required to remember. He does not

call others bad names, he does not cause harm to his neighbor, he does not

feel happy at others misfortunes, he does not enter into wrong and does not

go out of right. If he is silent, his silence does not grieve him, if he

laughs, he does not raise his voice, and if he is wronged, he endures until

Allah takes revenge on his behalf. His own self is in distress because of him, while the
people are in

ease from him. He puts himself in hardship for the sake of his next life, and

makes people feel safe from himself. His keeping away from others is by way

of asceticism and purification, and his nearness to those to whom he is near

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1653 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


is by way of leniency and mercifulness. His keeping away is not by way of

vanity or feeling of greatness, nor his nearness by way of deceit and

(cheating. (1

p: 337

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 193 [- 1 - ] 1
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: یلاعت هللا  لاق 

 ﴾ ارًیهِطْتَ مْکُرَِّهطَُیوَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  سَجِّْرلا  مْکُْنعَ  بَهِذُْیِل  هَُّللا  دُیرُِی  امََّنإِ  ﴿ 

Indeed Allah desires to repel all impurity from you, O People of the Household, and
(. purify you with a thorough purification. (Sūrat al-Aḥzāb 33:33

Prophetic traditions mentioned in both in Sunni and Shi‘ah authoritative reference
books of ḥadith and tafsir (exegesis of the Qur’an) have confirmed that this holy verse
was revealed to exclusively refer to the People of the Cloak [ahl al-kisā’], viz.
Muḥammad, ‘Ali, Fāṭimah, al-Ḥasan, and al-Ḥusayn (‘a) as the Ahl al-Bayt (People of

(. the Household

:For instance, refer to the following references

Sunni

Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal (d. 241 AH), al-Musnad, 1:231; 4:107; 6:292, 304; Ṣaḥiḥ Muslim (d. 261
AH), 7:130; Al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 AH), Sunan, 5:361 et al.; Al-Dūlābi (d. 310 AH), Al-Dhuriyyah
al-Ṭāhirah al-Nabawiyyah, p. 108; Al-Nasā’i (d. 303 AH), Al-Sunan al-Kubrā’, 5:108; 113;
Al-Ḥakim al-Nayshābūri (d. 405 AH), Al-Mustadrak ‘ala’ ṣ-Ṣahiḥāyn, 2:416, 3:133, 146-147;
Al-Zarkashi (d. 794 AH), Al-Burhān, p. 197; Ibn Hājar al-Asqalāni (d. 852 AH), Fatḥ al-Bari

.Sharḥ Ṣaḥiḥ al-Bukhāri, 7:104

Shi‘ah

Al-Kulayni (d. 328 AH), Uṣūl al-Kāfi, 1:287; Ibn Babawayh (d. 329 AH), Al-Imāmah wa’ t-
Tabṣirah, p. 47, ḥadith 29; Al-Maghribi (d. 363 AH), Da’ā’im al-Islām, pp. 35, 37; Al-Ṣādūq

.(d. 381 AH), Al-Khiṣāl, pp. 403, 550; Al-Ṭūsi (d. 460 AH), Al-Amali, ḥadith 438, 482, 783

For more details, refer to the exegesis of the holy verse recorded in the following
books of tafsir: Al-Jassās (d. 370 AH), Aḥkām al-Qur’ān; Al-Wāḥidi (d. 468 AH), Asbāb al-
Nuzūl; Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 AH), Zād al-Masir; Al-Qurṭubi (d. 671 AH), Al-Jāmi‘ Li-Aḥkām
al-Qur’ān; Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH), Tafsir; Al-Tha‘labi (d. 825 AH), Tafsir; Al-Ṭabari (d. 875
AH), Tafsir; Al-Suyūṭi (d. 911 AH), Al-Durr al-Manthūr; Al-Shawkāni (d. 1250 AH), Fatḥ al-
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Qadir; Al-‘Ayyāshi (d. 320 AH), Tafsir; Al-Qummi (d. 329 AH), Tafsir; Furt al-Kūfi (d. 352
AH), Tafsir at the margin of the exegesis of Sūrat al-Nisā’ verse 59; Al-Ṭabarsi (d. 560

.AH), Majma‘ al-Bayān, as well as many other sources
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THE ROLE OF THE AHL AL-BAYT (‘a) IN Building THE VIRTUOUS COMMUNITY
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 |: هللا لوسر  لاق 

َّیلعَ ادری  یّتح  اقرِتفیَ  نَل  امهَُّنأَو  اًدـبأ  اولـضت  نل  اـمهب  مُتکـسمت  نإ  اـم  یتیب ، لَـهأ  یترتعو  هللا ، باـتک  نیلقثَلا : مُکُیف  كُراـت  ینإ  "

" ضَوحلا

:The Messenger of Allah (ṣ) said

Verily, I am leaving among you two precious things [thaqalayn]: The Book of Allah and“
my progeny [‘itrati], the members of my Household [Ahl al-Bayt]. If you hold fast to
them, you shall never go astray. These two will never separate from each other until

(.” they meet me at the Pond [ḥawḍ] (of Kawthar

:Some references

q AlḤākim anNayshābūri, AlMustadrak ‘alā’ṣ-Ṣaḥiḥayn (Beirut), vol. 3, pp. 109-110, 148,
533

q Muslim, Aṣ-Ṣaḥiḥ, (English translation), book 31, hadiths 5920-3

q AtTirmidhi, Aṣ-Ṣaḥiḥ, vol. 5, pp. 621-2, hadiths 3786, 3788; vol. 2, p. 219

q An-Nasā’i, Khaṣā’iṣ ‘Ali ibn Abi Ṭālib, hadith 79

q Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal, Al-Musnad, vol. 3, pp. 14, 17, 26; vol. 3, pp. 26, 59; vol. 4, p. 371; vol. 5,
pp. 181-182, 189-190

q Ibn al‘Athir, Jāmi‘ alUṣūl, vol. 1, p. 277

q Ibn Kathir, AlBidāyah wa’nNihāyah, vol. 5, p. 209

q Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’ān al-‘Aẓim, vol. 6, p. 199

Naṣir ad-Din al-Albani, Silsilāt al-Aḥādith aṣ-Ṣaḥiḥah (Kuwait: Ad-Dār aṣ-Ṣalāfiyyah),
vol. 4, pp. 355-358
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:Book Seven

The Ritual System Of The Virtuous Community

Preface

Prelude

Chapter One: Rituals of the Ahl al-Bayt

Chapter Two: The General Rituals of Islam Rituals of Specific Days and Nights

Chapter Three: Mosques and Holy Places
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Point

Preface

A general review of the Islamic system demonstrates that rituals and acts of worship
.play an important role in deeds, behavior, words, ceremonies and anniversaries

Rituals and acts of worship in Islam are inseparably related. Rituals (sha‘ā’ir)—defined

as ceremonies, rules of etiquette, and activities that distinguish the Muslim nation
from other nations—are mixed with the Islamic practice of worship in both form and
content. Islamic practices of worship are rituals, such as prayer, fasting, hajj, and
zakat, and Islamic rituals are practices of worship, such as the celebrations on the
feast days and other days related to Islamic occasions. Even social ceremonies, such
as marriage and the like, not to mention social activities, such as offering salutations
and beginning with the basmalah (i.e. utterance of bismi-llahir-rahmanir-rahim), are

.originally acts of worship through which nearness to Almighty Allah is sought

In the Holy Qur'an, acts of worship during the hajj Pilgrimage have been described as
:rituals on more than one occasion, such as the following

مٌیِلعَ رٌکِاشَ  هََّللا  َّنإِفَ  ارًْیخَ  عََّوطَتَ  نْمَوَ  امَهِِب  فََّوَّطیَ  نْأَ  هِْیلَعَ  حَانَجُ  الَفَ  رَمَتَعْا  وِأَ  تَْیبَْلا  َّجحَ  نْمَفَ  هَِّللا  رِِئاعَشَ  نِْم  هَوَرْمَْلاوَ  افََّصلا  َّنإِ 

Behold! Safa and Marwah are among the RITUALS of Allah. So, there shall

be no blame on those who visit the House in the Month or at other times and

go round them. And if anyone does good deeds voluntarily, be assured that

(Allah is He Who recognizes and knows. (2:158) (emphasis added

p: 13
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رٌْیخَ اهَیِف  مْکَُل  هَِّللا  رِِئاعَشَ  نِْم  مْکَُل  اهَانَْلعَجَ  نَدُْبْلاوَ 

,As for the camels

We have made them RITUALS of the religion of Allah for you. For you, therein

(is much good. (22:36

:Discussing the obligatory practices of the hajj Pilgrimage, the Holy Qur'an says

بِوُلقُْلا يوَْقتَ  نِْم  اهََّنإِفَ  هَِّللا  رَِئاعَشَ  مِّْظعَُی  نْمَوَ  کَِلذَ 

Such is his state. And whoever holds in honor the RITUALS of Allah (in

(the sacrifice of animals) this is surely from piety of heart. (22:32

Discussing the situation of al-Muzdalifah, where we are commanded to mention

Almighty Allah, the Holy Qur'an calls it al-mash`ar al-haram (the Sacred Place of
:Rituals) saying

نَیِّلاَّضلا نَمَِل  هِِلْبقَ  نِْم  مُْتْنکُ  نْإِوَ  مْکُادَهَ  امَکَ  هُورُکُذْاوَ  مِارَحَْلا  رِعَشْمَْلا  دَْنعِ  هََّللا  اورُکُذْافَ  تٍافَرَعَ  نِْم  مُْتضْفَأَ  اذَإِفَ 

When you pour down from Mount `Arafat, then celebrate the praises of

,Allah at the Sacred Place of Rituals

,and celebrate His praises as He has directed you, even though before this

(you went astray. (2:198

The distinctive battle cry upon which all the individuals of a party in a war agree and
which distinguishes them from the other party, is called shi`ar (i.e. a slogan). This
word is derived from the root sh-`-r, which is also the root of the word sha‘ā’ir

(. (rituals

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is thus reported to have said

ایَ دَُّمحَُم  ایَ  اَنرُاعَشِ 
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.بْرِتَْقإ بِرِتَْقإ  اللهِا  رَصَْن  ایَ  رٍدَْب  مَوْیَ  اَنرُاعَشِوَ  .دَُّمحَُم 

مَوْیَوَ .بْرِتَْقإ  اللهِا  رَصَْن  ایَ  دٍحُأُ  مَوْیَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا  رُاعَشِوَ 

ایَ عٍاقَُنْیقَ  یِنَب  مَوْیَوَ  حْرِأَ ، سِدُقُْلا  حَورُ  ایَ  رِیضَِّنلا  یِنَب 

رُاعَشِوَ نُاوَضْرِ ، ایَ  فِِئاَّطلا  مَوْیَوَ  کََّنبَِلْغیَ ، انََّبرَ لاَ 

مِوْیَوَ اللهِا ، دِْبعَ  یِنَب  ایَ  اللهِا  دِْبعَ  یِنَب  ایَ  نٍْینَحُ  مِوْیَ 

مُلاَسَ ایَ  هَظَْیرَُق  یِنَب  مِوْیَوَ  نَورُصِْبُی ، مْهُ لاَ  بِازَحْلأَا 

لاَأَ قِلَطَصْمُْلا  یِنَب  مُوْیَ  وَهُوَ  عِیسِْیرَمُْلا  مِوْیَوَ  مْهُمِْلسْأَ ،

یلَعَ اللهِا  هُنَْعَل  لاَأَ  هِیَِبْیدَحُْلا  مِوْیَوَ  رُْملأَا ، اللهِا  یَلإِ 

، لٍعَ نِْم  مْهِِتآ  ُّیِلعَ  ایَ  صِومُقَْلا  مِوْیَ  رَبَْیخَ  مِوْیَوَ  نَیمِِلاَّظلا ،

ایَ كَوُبتَ  مِوْیَوَ  اًقّحَ ، اًقّحَ  اللهِا  دُابَعِ  نُحَْن  حِْتفَْلا  مِوْیَوَ 

مِوْیَوَ تِْمأَ ، تِْمأَ  حَِّولَمُْلا  یِنَب  مِوْیَوَ  دُمَصَ ، ایَ  دُحَأَ 

ایَ مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  نِْیسَحُْلا  رُاعَشِوَ  اللهِا ، رَصَْن  ایَ  نَیِّفصِ 

.دَُّمحَُم ایَ  اَنرُاعَشِوَ  دَُّمحَُم ،

Our shi`ar (war cry) is ya-Muhammad ya-Muhammad (O

Muhammad, O Muhammad). Our shi`ar in the Battle of Badr was ya

!( nasrallahi iqtarib iqtarib (O victory of Allah, come nigh! Come nigh

The Muslims shi`ar in the Battle of Uhud was ya nasrallahi iqtarib

O victory of Allah, come nigh!) Their shi`ar in their battle against)

!( Banu’l-Nazir was ya ruha alqudusi arih (O Holy Spirit! Give us rest

Their shi`ar in their battle against Banu Qaynuqa` was ya rabbana
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la yaghlibunnaka (O Our Lord! Let them not overcome You!) Their shi`ar

in their battle in al-Ta'if was ya rizwan (O All-pleasing!) The shi`ar

in the Battle of hunayn was ya bani `abdillah ya bani `abdillah (O

sons of Allah’s Servant! O sons of Allah’s Servant!) The shi`ar in the

!( Battle of al-Ahzab (the Allies) was hum la yubsirun (They cannot see

The shi`ar in their battle against Banu-Qurayzah was ya salamu

aslimhum (O Source of peace! Make them surrender!) Their shi`ar in

the Battle of al-Muraysi` (i.e. their battle against Banu’l-Mustalaq) was ala

ilallahi al-amru (Verily, Allah’s is the whole command). Their shi`ar

on the hudaybiyah Encounter was ala la`natullahi `ala alzzalimin

Verily, the curse of Allah is on the wrongdoers). Their shi`ar in the)

Battle of Khaybar (the day of the phalanx) was ya `aliyyu atihim min

aliyyin (O All-high! Come to them from above). Their shi`ar on`

the Day of Conquest was nahnu `ibadullahi haqqan haqqan (We are the

servants of Allah; truly, truly). Their shi`ar in the Battle

of Tabuk was ya ahadu ya samadu (O One and Only! O Eternally Besought

of all!). Their shi`ar in their battle against Banu’l-Mulawwah was amit

amit (Cause to die! Cause to die!). Their shi`ar in the Battle

of Siffin was ya nasrallahi (O Allah’s victory!). The shi`ar of

husayn was ya Muhammad (O Muhammad!). Our shi`ar is also ya Muhammad

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1678 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(O Muhammad!).(1)

p: 14

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:105, H. 1 - - 1
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:About the exegesis of the following holy verse

مَارَحَْلا رَهَّْشلا  اَلوَ  هَِّللا  رَِئاعَشَ  اوُّلحُِت  اَل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O you who believe, violate not the RITUALS of Allah nor of the sacred

(month… (5:2

The author of the Arabic-Arabic dictionary of Lisan al-`Arab has quoted al-Zajjaj as
saying that, the rituals of Allah stand for all practices through which Almighty Allah is
worshipped. Almighty Allah has made these practices rituals (i.e. symbols) for us. They
thus include all rituals of the hajj Pilgrimage, such as the situations whereon a pilgrim
should halt, perform sa`y (walk between al-Safa and al-Marwah), and perform dhabh

((slaughter animals offered as sacrifice for the sake of Almighty Allah)… etc.(1

This concept of rituals shows that Islamic rituals stand for all the acts of worship that
require a special and distinctive congregation by which Muslims are distinguished
from others, such as the ritual hajj Pilgrimage, the Friday Prayer, and other
congregational prayers. There are some rituals that Muslims alone celebrate that
distinguish them from other nations, such as the feast days, especially the Lesser
Bairam (Eid al-Fitr) and the Greater Bairam (Eid al-Azha). Then there are those rituals
performed at certain places dedicated to Islamic litanies and devotional acts which
Muslims deem sacred and reverential—such as mosques, especially the Sacred

-Mosque in Makkah, the Prophet’s Mosque in al

p: 16

.Ibn Manzur, Lisan al-`Arab 4:414 - - 1
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Madinah, and the Furthest Mosque in al-Quds (Jerusalem). In addition to these, are
places whereon pilgrims are commanded to stop, such as Mount `Arafat, al-
Muzdalifah, and the Hills of Safa and Marwah. Other religious acts, both verbal and
practical, on which Muslims agree unanimously and use to get to know each other and

.be distinguished from other communities, include forms of salutation and greeting

Acts of worship are the formulae and special practices that Almighty Allah has
established for His servants to express their relation with Him and bring them nearer
to Him. These include prayers, supplications, fasting, almsgiving, defraying of the
zakat and khumus taxes, and expressions of praise that glorify and magnify the Lord

.within certain formulae and at certain times

Almighty Allah, out of His grace and favor, has opened the door wide for human

beings to dedicate all their acts to seek nearness to Him and worship Him. In turn,
they respond to the divine command and appeal for divine guidelines. The acts of

.worship mentioned in this discussion are specific prescribed formulas

Before we start, let us refer, albeit briefly, to the significance of rituals and acts of
(worship, as well as their roles in Islam and the logic for their legislation.(1

p: 17

I have discussed in some detail the role of rituals within my thesis on the - - 1
Basmalah in my exegesis of Surah al-Fatihah and Surah al-Jumu`ah, which is now in
print. Our mentor, Martyr Sayyid al-Sadr, has also discussed the acts of worship in an
independent thesis attached to his Risalah (a thesis on the practical laws of Islam)
entitled al-Fatawa al-Wazihah under the title of ‘A General Glance at Acts of Worship’.

.For more information in this regard, it is advisable to refer to these theses
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Significance of Rituals

Rituals are one of the consistent strategies in the religious code of Islamic law
because they point out invariable social needs in human life. For this reason, such
rituals are not subject to variability when the methods of social lives or the
circumstances of civil progress in human life change. This becomes clear by pursuing

:the following four needs

First: These rituals signify a framework that safeguards the virtuous community from
loss, and guarantees its persistence and unity against breakup and disunion. This, of

.course, indicates an invariable social need in the existence of humanity

Second: These rituals pinpoint the genuineness of the Muslim nation and its identity
among other nations and enhance the feelings of glory and dignity in relation to Islam,

.such feelings being the invariable need of humanity

Third: These rituals play a role in the achievement of the essential objective of the
divine mission of Islam. This objective is to grant success to the processes of divine
enlightenment and bring about a social shift towards righteousness. The rituals, at an
individual level, through sustained verbal or practical repetition produce an effect on
the mental (i.e. sensory, emotional, and rational) substance of man, creating

.conformity of the interior with the exterior, the form with the content

They also play a role on the social level, by creating a general tradition that can
influence people more than laws and enactments. In other words, these rituals
contribute effectively in creating a state of constancy, steadiness, and public harmony

.in both the individual and society

.Fourth: The rituals influence numerous immutable needs

p: 18
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In the field of education, they create a public custom that contributes to controlling
.the social behavior of individuals

In the field of politics, they manifest the power, coherence, dignity, and honor of the
Muslim community through collective practices, such as the congregational prayers,
Friday prayers, and the hajj Pilgrimage, which build the confidence of insecure

.individuals by participating in collective movements with others

In the field of social relations, they strengthen social relations among Muslims and
create a spirit of collective responsibility, cooperation, mutual understanding, and
cordiality among them, in addition to reciprocity of benefits and interests, as is in the

:hajj Pilgrimage about which Almighty Allah says

مْهَُل عَِفانَمَ  اودُهَشْیَِل 

(That they may witness benefits for them. (22:28…

In the field of propagation, these rituals provide doctrinal contents and intellectual
and moral concepts. In addition, they can provide the best means of expressing

.political and social ideas

p: 19
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The Role of Acts of Worship

Point

In the religious code of Islamic law, acts of worship do not change when social
(lifestyles or the circumstances of civil progress in human life change.(1

This indispensable invariability stems from the fact that worship gives expression to
the relationship between man and his Lord, which is an invariable, perpetual, and
innate relationship. This urgency can be better manifested through the following

:points

First: Humanity is in urgent need of association with Allah, the Perfect in excellence, so
that people can continue to progress and avoid exposing themselves to deviation due
to a state of aloofness or stagnancy. Sometimes, people fall in the swamp of
paganism and immoderation when they change their relatively tight allegiances into

.boundless allegiances, thus causing the advance towards perfection to stop

Representing a balanced practical expression of affiliation, worship develops a belief
in Almighty Allah by means of devotional acts that strengthen affiliation and, at the

.same time, give a boost to refutation of all other boundless allegiances and deities

Second: For practical (i.e. social) progress, humanity is required to do certain acts
intended for the good of the community as a whole. However, at times, individuals

carry out other acts for their personal interest. In the former

p: 20

In the discussion of this topic, it may be useful to benefit by the essay of our - - 1
mentor, Martyr Sayyid Muhammad Baqir al-Sadr, which is included in his Risalah in

.the chapter entitled, A General Glance at Acts of Worship
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acts (i.e. acts intended to achieve public interests), the matter is the opposite. In these
acts, the efforts exerted may not be compatible with the personal advantage that one
might be able to gain within the community; rather, they can be at the expense of
personal interests. Such being the case, acts of worship play a significant role in
urging human beings to act for the sake of Almighty Allah alone, thus playing a
significant role in encouraging people to do things for the sake of public interest,

.leaving behind egoism and personal interests

Third: Human society is always in need of undertakings that bind individuals to abide
by the system that rules their society. These undertakings, at times, take the form of
material and physical punishments enacted by society against those who violate its
regulations and, at other times, they take the form of an inner feeling of responsibility
towards these regulations and laws. However, the penal law has limited influence
since it is impossible for this law to pursue all the actions and movements of
individuals, whereas an inner feeling of responsibility is always present. Worship can
develop this feeling of responsibility because worship can enhance in man his
relationship with Almighty Allah and his feeling that he is under an incessant monition

.” of Him “from Whom is not hidden the least little atom in the heavens or on earth

Distinctive Features of Worship in Islam

There is also another set of distinctive features marking worship in the religion of
:Islam. These distinctive features are as follows

All-inclusiveness

In the religion of Islam, worship includes all aspects of human life—personal, social,
,and political. In addition

p: 21
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Islam expects its believers to demonstrate devotion to divine worship in every act
(drinking, eating, enjoying entertainment and appetencies, etc.), opening the door to
seek nearness to Almighty Allah and confirming one’s connection with Him in all his

.deeds and activities

Transcendentality

For each act of worship, there is a psychological and spiritual, visible and observable,
external and material, or generally social explanation. Sometimes, scientific

advancement proves this fact because it presents new horizons of understanding the
.transcendental role of acts of worship

In addition to this, in the ritual acts of worship, like prayer, fasting, and hajj, we
observe an aspect of transcendentality in devotional behavior, the objective of which
is to strengthen people’s relationships with the unseen world and escalate belief in it.
For instance, such transcendental aspects can be witnessed in the number of the
cycles (or units) of each prayer, as well as the circumambulation of the Holy Ka`bah
(Tawaff), the walking between Safa and Marwah (sa`y) and other acts, which cannot

.be explained by any word except devoutness or compliance with divine commands

Physical Awareness

In addition to transcendentality, we observe physical awareness in the Islamic acts of
worship, since man is a compound of spirit and material. In order to bring the acts of
worship within the fold of these two aspects, Islam has laid much emphasis on
intention and sincerity on one hand, and compliance with Allah’s commands on the

.other

Attention to Almighty Allah (i.e. presence of heart) and compliance with His commands

represent the spiritual

p: 22
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aspect of the human self. Islam has laid equal emphasis on the aspect of physical
awareness in acts of worship, as is noticed in the performance of the ritual prayer and
hajj Pilgrimage. Details like the necessity of directing the face towards the Holy
Ka`bah, standing erect, genuflecting, prostrating in prayers, circumambulating the
Holy Ka`bah, walking between Safa and Marwah, and throwing pebbles at the
statues of Satan in the ritual hajj Pilgrimage, explain this aspect, which is also visible in

.other obligatory and supererogatory acts

Islam is a religion unlike the other two extremist trends seen today. One of these
cancels out the physical embodiment of devotional acts, supposing them to be a
purely spiritual and psychological state, while the other trend considers worship to be
no more than an external, physical practice that is devoid of any intentional and

.spiritual significance, thus changing it into a pagan state

Social Aspect

In addition to those things mentioned, a social aspect can be observed in the majority

of Islamic devotional acts which intends to establish and cement mutual relationships
between the individuals of society. It is true that the basic objective of worship is to
cement the relationship between humanity and the Lord, but the social aspect is still a
secondary yet vital objective in some acts of worship, such as the ritual hajj
Pilgrimage, the congregational prayers, the Friday prayer, the Eid prayers, jihad,

.zakat, and others

Additionally, the rituals themselves have a social aspect. They aim at unifying the
Muslim nation and establishing its identity by acts such as turning ones face towards
the Ka’abah in prayer, celebrating two feast days, and participating in the Friday

.prayers

p: 23
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In keeping with the Islamic theory, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) encouraged their followers to
pay much attention to this aspect and emphasized it in an exhaustive and splendid
way. They presented examples and models and explained details of these rituals and
acts of worship to make them encompass the daily, weekly, and annual life of every
Muslim individual. Through such means, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have been in a position to
strengthen the spiritual and social structure of the virtuous community, deepen the
Shi`ite Muslim’s connections with Almighty Allah, and build a righteous entity inside

.the Muslim community

In the coming discussion, I will not deal with such well-known Islamic models of
devotional acts like the ritual prayer, fasting, hajj Pilgrimage, zakat, and jihad, or such
rituals like celebrating the two feast days, the ritual offering of salutation, or like
matters, which are obviously familiar to all. I will take up the rituals and acts of
worship exclusively discussed by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in their endeavors to build a

.virtuous community

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and Public Rituals

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), through their discourses and methods of education, took much

:interest in the congregational rituals of Islam. They are thus reported to have said

: سٍمْخَ یلَعَ  مُلاَسْلإِا  یَِنُب 

مَْلوَ هِیَلاَوِْلاوَ ، ِّجحَْلاوَ  مِوَّْصلاوَ  هِاکََّزلاوَ  هِلاََّصلا  یلَعَ 

.هِیَلاَوِْلاِب يَدِوُن  امَکَ  ءٍیْشَِب  دَانَُی 

Islam is based on five things: salat (performance of obligatory

(, prayer), zakat (poor-rate), hajj (pilgrimage to the Holy House in Makkah

sawm (observance of fasting), and wilayah. Nothing stands confirmed like the

(confirmation of wilayah.(1

p: 24
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According to an authentic narration that is reported from `Ali ibn Ibrahim, Zurarah
:has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

هِسَمْخَ یلَعَ  مُلاَسْلإِا  یَِنُب 

مِوَّْصلاوَ ِّجحَْلاوَ  هِاکََّزلاوَ  هِلاََّصلا  یلَعَ  ءَایَشْأَ :

.هِیَلاَوِْلاوَ

Islam is based on five things: salat (performance of obligatory

(, prayer), zakat (poor-rate), hajj (pilgrimage to the Holy House in Makkah

.sawm (observance of fasting), and wilayah

?” Zurarah asked, “What is the best among these things

:The Imam (‘a) answered

اهََّنلأَِ لُضَْفأَ ، هُیَلاَوِْلا 

.َّنهِْیلَعَ لُیِلَّدلا  وَهُ  یِلاوَْلاوَ  َّنهُحُاتَْفِم ،

The best of them is the wilayah, because it is the key to the others

and the wali (divinely

.designated leader) is the guide for them

?” Zurarah asked, “What is next in being the best

:The Imam (‘a) answered

; هُلاََّصلا

دُومُعَ هُلاََّصلا  لَاقَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  َّنإِ 

.مْکُِنیدِ
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Then comes the prayer, for the Messenger of Allah (s) has said, ‘Prayer

.’ is the pillar of your religion

?” Zurarah asked, “What is next

:The Imam (‘a) answered

اهََنرَقَ هَُّنلأَِ  هُاکََّزلا ،

اللهُا یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  لَاقَوَ  .اهَلَْبقَ  هِلاََّصلاِب  أَدََبوَ  اهَِب 

.بَوُنُّذلا بُهِذُْت  هُاکََّزلا  هِِلآوَ : هِْیلَعَ 

Zakat. Almighty Allah has coupled

it with prayer and mentioned prayer first. The Messenger of Allah (s) has

.’ said, ‘Defrayment of the zakat relieves one of sins

?” Zurarah asked, “What is next

:The Imam (‘a) answered

َّزعَ اللهُا  لَاقَ  ُّجحَْلا ،

لُوسُرَ لَاقَوَ  نَیمَِلاعَْلا } نِعَ  ٌّیِنغَ  هََّللا  َّنإِفَ  رَفَکَ  نْمَوَ  الًیِبسَ  هِْیَلإِ  عَاطَتَسْا  نِمَ  تِْیبَْلا  ُّجحِ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  هَِّلِلوَ  : } َّلجَوَ

رٌْیخَ هٌَلوُبْقمَ  هٌَّجحَِل  مََّلسَوَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا 

اًفاوطَ تِْیبَْلا  اذَهَِب  فَاطَ  نْمَوَ  هًلَِفاَن ، هًلاَصَ  نَیرِشْعِ  نِْم 

لَاقَوَ .هَُل  اللهُا  رَفَغَ  هِْیتَعَکْرَ  نَسَحْأَوَ  هُعَوُبسْأُ  هِیِف  یصَحْأَ 

.لَاقَ امَ  هِفَِلدَزْمُْلا  مِوْیَوَ  هَفَرَعَ  مِوْیَ  یِف 

hajj. Almighty Allah has said, ‘Pilgrimage to the

House is incumbent upon men for the sake of Allah, upon every one who is able
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to undertake the journey to it. Whoever disbelieves, then surely Allah is

Self-sufficient above any need of the worlds. (3:97)’ The Messenger of Allah

s) has said, ‘One accepted hajj is better (in reward) than offering twenty)

supererogatory prayers. Whoever circumambulates this House seven times and

follows it with offering a correctly-done two-unit prayer, Almighty Allah

shall forgive him his sins.’ He (s) has also said many things about the

.Arafat Day and the Muzdalifah Day`

p: 25
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?” Zurarah asked, “What is next

:The Imam (‘a) answered

.مُوَّْصلا

.Then comes fasting

?” Zurarah asked, “Why has fasting come last of all

:The Imam (‘a) answered

لَاقَ

.رِاَّنلا نَِم  هٌَّنجُ  مُوَّْصلا  هِِلآوَ : هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ 

هٌَبوْتَ هُْنِم  نْکُتَ  مَْل  کَتَافَ  اذَإِ  امَ  ءِایَشْلأَا  لَضَْفأَ  َّنإِ 

هَلاََّصلا َّنإِ  .هِِنْیعَِب  هُیَِّدؤَُتفَ  هِْیَلإِ  عَجِرْتَ  نْأَ  نَودُ 

نَودُ اهََناکَمَ  ءٌیْشَ  عُقَیَ  سَْیَل  هَیَلاَوِْلاوَ  َّجحَْلاوَ  هَاکََّزلاوَ 

تَرْفَاسَ وْأَ  تَرَّْصقَ  وْأَ  کَتَافَ  اذَإِ  مَوَّْصلا  َّنإِوَ  .اهَِئادَأَ 

بَْنَّذلا کَِلذَ  تَْیزَجَوَ  اهَرَْیغَ  اًماَّیأَ  هَُناکَمَ  تَْیَّدأَ  هِیِف 

ءٌیْشَ هِعََبرْلأَا  کَْلِت  نِْم  سَْیَلوَ  .کَْیلَعَ  ءَاضَقَ  لاَوَ  هٍقَدَصَِب 

هُحُاتَْفِموَ هُُمانَسَوَ  رِْملأَا  هُوَرْذُ  .هُرُْیغَ  هَُناکَمَ  کَیزِجْیَ 

دَْعَب مِامَلإِِل  هُعَاَّطلا  نِمَحَّْرلا  اضَرِوَ  ءِایَشْلأَا  بُاَبوَ 

وَْل امَأَ  اظًیفِحَ } مْهِْیلَعَ  كَانَْلسَرْأَ  امَفَ  یَّلوَتَ  نْمَوَ  هََّللا  عَاطَأَ  دْقَفَ  لَوسَُّرلا  عِطُِی  نْمَ  : } لُوقُیَ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ  .هِِتفَرِْعمَ 

هِِلامَ عِیمِجَِب  قََّدصَتَوَ  هُرَاهََن  مَاصَوَ  هُلَْیَل  مَاقَ  لاًجُرَ  َّنأَ 

اللهِا ِّیِلوَ  هَیَلاَوِ  فْرِْعیَ  مَْلوَ  هِرِهْدَ  عَیمِجَ  َّجحَوَ 

نَاکَ امَ  هِْیَلإِ ، هِِتَللاَدِِب  هِِلامَعْأَ  عُیمِجَ  نَوکُیَوَ  هُیَِلاوَُیفَ 
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لِهْأَ نِْم  نَاکَ  لاَوَ  هِِباوََث  یِف  ٌّقحَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ  هَُل 

هََّنجَْلا اللهُا  هُُلخِدُْی  مْهُْنِم  نُسِحْمُْلا  کَِئَلوأُ  .نِامَ  _ يلأِا

.هِِتمَحْرَ لِضْفَِب 

The Messenger of Allah

s) has said, ‘Fasting is an armor against Hellfire.’ The best of all things)

is a duty that if you miss it, you do not need to repent; rather, you can later

,carry it out exactly as you are required to do. As for the prayer, the zakat

the hajj Pilgrimage, and wilayah, nothing can compensate for them when they

are missed, while you can make up for the fasting if you miss it, fail to

observe it, or travel during its days. Such being the case, you can

recompense the sin of missing fasting with almsgiving, without need for

,fasting during other days as compensation. As for the other four pillars

nothing at all can replace them and save you from failing to do them. After

recognition of Almighty Allah, the prime act, acme, key, door to all things

.and the pleasure of the All-beneficent Lord is the obedience to the Imam

Allah, the Exalted and Majestic says, ‘Whoever obeys the Messenger, indeed he

has obeyed Allah, and as for those who turn away, We have not sent you as a

keeper over them. (4:80)’. Verily, if one spends his nights in acts of

worship, fasts during the days of his lifetime, gives his entire fortune as

alms, and goes on hajj Pilgrimage every year of his lifetime, but does not
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recognize loyalty to the Representative of Allah on Earth, and does all his

deeds without this basis, he will not have any right to receive the reward of

Almighty Allah nor be regarded as one of the people of true faith. The doers

(of good among these people (i.e. those recognizing the loyalty to the Imams

(will enter Paradise by Almighty Allah’s mercy.(1

p: 26

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi, 2:18-19, H. 5 - - 1
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:Sulayman ibn Khalid reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

كَرُِبخْأُ لاَأَ 

هُُلصْأَ اَّمأَ  هِِمانَسَ ؟ هِوَرْذُوَ  هِعِرْفَوَ  هِِلصْأَ  مِلاَسْلإِاِب 

نْإِ .دُاهَجِْلا  هِِمانَسَ  هُوَرْذُوَ  هُاکََّزلا  هُعُرْفَوَ  هُلاََّصلافَ 

، رِاَّنلا نَِم  هٌَّنجُ  مُوَّْصلا  .رِْیخَْلا  بِاوَْبأَِب  کَُترْبَخْأَ  تَْئشِ 

فِوْجَ یِف  لِجَُّرلا  مُایَِقوَ  هِئَیطِخَْلاِب ، بُهَذْتَ  هُقَدََّصلاوَ 

{. اعًمَطَوَ افًوْخَ  مْهَُّبرَ  نَوعُدْیَ  عِجِاضَمَْلا  نِعَ  مْهُُبوُنجُ  یفَاجَتَتَ  : } اللهِا رِکْذِِب  لِْیَّللا 

?May I inform you about the foundation, branch, and pinnacle of Islam

The foundation of Islam is prayer, its branch the zakat, and its pinnacle

…jihad. I can also inform you about the doors to goodness, if you wish

Fasting is a protective shield against Hellfire. Almsgiving and spending the late

hours of the night in remembrance of Almighty Allah, remove sins. Almighty

…” Allah says, “Who forsake their beds to cry unto their Lord in fear and hope

(1) (” 32:16)

It seems important to consider the fact that jihad is a branch of the pillar of wilayah,
which is one of the foundations of Islam, as has been mentioned in the
abovementioned tradition. The same is applicable to the duty of enjoining the right
and forbidding the wrong. Moreover, the duty of defraying the khumus tax is also a
component of the pillar of wilayah, even if it is not attached to the zakat. The one who
alone has the right to command jihad, enjoin the right and forbid the wrong is the
religious referential authority, and the basis of paying the khumus tax is loyalty to the

(. divinely designated leadership of the Holy Imams (‘a

We, thus, understand why jihad is the pinnacle of the religion in the same way as
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wilayah and obedience to the Imam is its pinnacle also, because jihad is one of the

p: 28

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi, 2:23, H. 15 - - 1
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(. examples of obedience to the Imam (‘a

In fact, various statements confirm this about each of the other Islamic public
.devotional acts as well

Prophetic Tradition and Sectarian Rituals

In the sphere of rituals and devotional acts in which the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took great
:interest, the following question arises

Can the mentioned rituals and acts of worship be considered innovations (bid`ah)
?because they are not familiar to Muslims in general

Such questions have been raised by some people, especially the Wahhabi sect. They
are answered in detail within the sectarian aspect of this discussion.(1) However, let

:us present two brief synoptic answers here

First Answer: As has been confirmed in many Prophetic traditions that are reported by
both Sunni and Shi`ite narrators, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) represent the other Weighty

Thing, besides the Holy Qur'an, that interprets the Holy Qur'an and explains the
Prophet Tradition (Sunnah) and the religious code of Islamic law. They are also the
one and only referential authorities of Islam in its genuine form, to whom the Holy
Prophet (s) explained all the details of the code of Islamic law and the Holy Qur'an and
ordered Muslims to refer to them. As has been proven in my research about the
referential authority of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in the field of the exegesis of the Holy

Qur'an,(2) they are the most acquainted

p: 29

Such topics are discussed in the volume dealing with the doctrinal aspect although - - 1
they have also been discussed in many other books, especially the writings of the
Sunnite and Shi`ite writers who have considered the doctrines of the Wahhabi

.faction
For further details, the reader is advised to refer to my book of `Ulum al-Qur'an, - - 2
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Chapter: al-Tafsir wa’l-Mufassirun fi `Ahdi Rasulillah (Exegesis and Exegetes of the
(. Holy Qur'an in the Age of the Holy Prophet
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with the Islamic mission, the most truthful of all people, the most knowledgeable, and
.the most accurate in understanding and recognizing the religion of Islam

In this field, Shaykh al-Kulayni, through a valid chain of authority, has reported Imam

:al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

Archangel Gabriel brought down from Heaven two pomegranates to the Holy
Prophet. Imam `Ali (‘a) met him and said, “What are these in your hand?” He
answered, “This one is for Prophethood; so, you have no share in it. The other is for
knowledge.” The Holy Prophet (s) then split the second pomegranate into two halves,
gave Imam `Ali (‘a) one half, took the other half for himself, and said, “You are my

partner in knowledge and I am yours.” Accordingly, each single item of knowledge
that the Holy Prophet (s) received from Almighty Allah was taught by him to `Ali. This

.knowledge then came to us

While saying ‘us’, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) put his hand on his chest (i.e. referred to himself

(and the other Holy Imams).(1

Rituals and acts of worship exclusively practiced by the Shi`ah have been mentioned

and highlighted in many traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). They enjoy the highest level
of legality and consideration in their capacity as genuine Islamic traditions, because
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are more knowledgeable than anybody else regarding Islam, its

.fundamentals, secondary issues, traditions, and etiquettes

p: 30

Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 1:263, H. 3. There are also tens of traditions - - 1
(. demonstrating the same topic about the knowledge of the Holy Imams (‘a
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Second Answer: The rituals and acts of worship exclusively practiced by the virtuous
community include no single item that violates Islamic rituals in form or content, nor
deflects or draws them away from their goals, roles, or previously mentioned

features. Rather, these rituals have come to confirm, deepen, and follow other
.Islamic rituals in method and manner

These rituals and acts of worship represent a general line of conduct approved by
Islam, such as in the different varieties of prayers, supplications, and ziyarah (a body
of statements uttered while visiting the tomb of a holy person, usually reported from
the Holy Imams (‘a)). They also commemorate and celebrate any occasion that is
firmly connected to Islam and its events and figures, such as the anniversaries of the
Holy Prophet’s birthday, the Holy Prophet’s Mission, the Day of Ghadir, and the like.
They often confirm and sublimate an Islamic thought or missionary activity, such as
dedicating to worship the months of Ramazan, Sha`ban, and Rajab, and the Nights of
Qadr (the Nights of Power on one of which the Holy Qur'an was first revealed; 19th,

(. 21st, and 23rd of Ramazan

The Ahl al-Bayt’s interest in these special rituals was concordant with the general role
of these rituals. They wanted the virtuous community and their followers to be
distinguished in particularities and identity at least at the physical, spiritual, and
mental levels. In fact, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) wanted their followers to coexist with people
without blending in with their conditions; rather, they wanted them to be
distinguished from others by acting as excellent exemplars. However, the followers of
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) were not allowed to practice the general rituals and devotional
acts of Islam freely and efficiently because of certain political factors. We have

referred to some of these in the previous book of the security system of the

p: 31
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.virtuous community

In the coming pages, we will discuss the system of rituals used in the building of the
virtuous community, dividing our discussion into a prelude and two chapters. The first
chapter is dedicated to discussing the rituals of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) while the second to

.discussing the general rituals of Islam

p: 32
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Prelude

A general review of the books of traditions, supplications, and formulas of ziyarah, as
well as the actual practices of the Ahl al-Bayt’s followers, gives us a set of major

rituals that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) were concerned about and urged their partisans and
followers to practice. These rituals rally around the Ahl al-Bayt’s confirmations

regarding practicing the general rituals of Islam and were also confirmations of the
.Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) themselves

As true defenders of Islam and the natural extension of the Islamic Mission, the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) emphasized the practice of the general rituals of Islam, considering them
the most significant foundation in building a virtuous community. They (‘a) expressly
and widely maintained the practice of the general rituals of Islam (including prayers,
hajj Pilgrimage, zakat, and fasting) and commanded their followers to establish them

.under all circumstances, no matter how difficult it might be

As for the second confirmation, it is founded on the Ahl al-Bayt’s view of Islamic

:theory which is based on five pillars

prayer, zakat, fasting, hajj Pilgrimage, and wilayah. The most important of these five
pillars is the wilayah, according to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) because no confirmation has
been made on any of these five pillars that compares with the confirmation made on
wilayah, which is the protector of the other four pillars and the wali (authority) is the
guide towards the other pillars being conversant with them. Moreover, prayer, zakat,

.fasting, and the hajj Pilgrimage depend upon wilayah to be accepted

.The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are the pivot and purport of wilayah

p: 33
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Many verses of the Holy Qur'an confirm this— the Verse of Mawaddah (love),(1) the
Verse of Tathir (purification), (2) the Verse of Khumus,(3) the Verse of Wilayah, (4) and
many others—in addition to many traditions of the Holy Prophet (s) that were
reported without interruption, such as hadith al-Ghadir,(5) hadith al-Thaqalayn,(6)

hadith al-Safinah,(7) and

p: 34

Say: I do not ask of you any یَبرْقُْلا یِف  هََّدوَمَْلا  اَّلإِ  ارًجْأَ  هِْیلَعَ  مْکُُلأَسْأَ  اَل  لُْـق  : The Holy Qur'an reads - - 1
(reward for it, but love for my near relatives. (42:23

Allah only َارًیهِطْت مْکـُرَِّهطَُیوَ  تِْیبَْـلا  لَـهْأَ  سَجِّْرلا  مُکـُْنعَ  بَهِذُْـیِل  هَُّللا  دُـیرُِی  امـََّنإِ  : The Holy Qur'an reads - - 2
desires to keep away impurity from you, O people of the House, and to purify you a

(thorough purifying. (33:33
Know that یَبرْقُْلا يذِِـلوَ  لِوسَُّرلِلوَ  هُسَمُخُ  هَِّلِل  َّنأَفـَ  ءٍیْشـَ  نِْم  مُْتمِْنغَ  امـََّنأَ  اومـُلَعْاوَ  : The Holy Qur'an reads - - 3
whatever thing you gain, a fifth of it is for Allah, and for the Messenger and kinsmen of

(the Messenger… (8:41
نَوعُکِارَ مْهُوَ  هَاکََّزلا  نَوُتؤُْیوَ  هَالََّصلا  نَومُیقُِی  نَیذَِّلا  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  هُُلوسُرَوَ  هَُّللا  مُکُُّیِلوَ  امـََّنإِ  : The Holy Qur'an reads - - 4

Only Allah is your real leader and His Messenger and those who believe; those who
(keep up prayers and pay the poor-rate while they bow in prayer. (5:55

لِاوَ َّمهَُّللاَ  .هُلاَوْمَ  ٌّیِلعَ  اذَهَفَ  هُلاَوْمَ  تُْنکُ  نْمَ  سُاَّنلا ، اهَُّیأَ  : The Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said - - 5
O people, whoever َهُضَغَْبأ. نْمَ  ضْغِْبأَوَ  هَُّبحَأَ ، نْمَ  َّبحِأَوَ  هَُلذَخَ ، نْمَ  لْذُخْاوَ  هُرَصََن ، نْمَ  رْصُْناوَ  هُادَاعَ ، نْمَ  دِاعَوَ  هُلاَاوَ ، نْمَ 
has taken me as master, `Ali is now his master. O Allah, (please) be the friend of him
who takes `Ali as master, be the opponent of him who antagonizes `Ali, give victory
to him who supports `Ali, disappoint him who disappoints `Ali, love him who loves `Ali,

.and hate him who hates `Ali. Al-hakim al-hasakani, Shawahid al-Tanzil 1:191
مُکُیِف كٌرِاتـَ  یِّنإِوَ  بُیجِأُفـَ ، یعَدْأُ  نْأَ  کُشـَوأُ  یِّنإِ  : The Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said - - 6
رَیِبخَْلا فَیطَِّللا  َّنإِوَ  .یِتْیَب  لُـهْأَ  یِترَْتعـِوَ  ضِرْـَلأا ، یَلإِ  ءِامـََّسلا  نَِم  دٌودُمـْمَ  لٌْـبحَ  اللهِا  بُاتـَکِ  .یِترَْتعـِوَ  َّلجـَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  بَاتـَکِ  نِْیلَقََّثلا :

I am about to be called, and I امـَهِیِف. یِنوفُِّلخَُت  فَْیکَ  اورُظُْنافـَ  .ضَوْحَْلا  َّیلَعَ  ادَرِیَ  یَّتحـَ  اقـَرِتَْفیَ  نَْل  امـَهَُّنأَ  یِنرَبَخـْأَ 
shall certainly respond. I am thus leaving behind amongst you the two weighty things
—the Book of the Exalted and Majestic Allah and my progeny. The Book of Allah is a
rope extending from the heavens to the earth. My progeny are the members of my

household. The All-subtle and All-aware Lord has informed me that these two shall
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never separate from each other until they join me on the Divine Pond. Now, consider
.how you shall regard me through these two things. Ahmad ibn hanbal, al-Musnad 3:17

نْمَوَ اجََن  اهَبَکِرَ  نْمَ  حٍوُن : هِنَیفِسـَ  لُْثِم  یِتْیَب  لُـهْأَ  امـََّنإِ  : The Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said - - 7
Verily, the parable of my Household is like the parable of Noah’s ark— .قَرِغَ  اهـَْنعَ  فََّلخَتَ 
whoever embarks on it shall be saved, but he who fails to join it shall be drowned. Al-
Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-`Ummal 6:216. For further details, refer to al-Fayruzabadi’s

.Faza'il al-Khamsah fi’l-Sihah al-Sittah
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.many other hadith

Hence, expressing love, affection, and loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) becomes one of
the devotional pillars of Islam

p: 35
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and one of the Islamic rituals when and if it is practiced within the legal and reason-
(. based formulas and methods prescribed by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

For this reason, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have not left the virtuous community and the other
Muslims without identifying and explaining a set of general formulas and methods to

.be used as rituals expressing this love as a sign of loyalty to them

With respect to the two major kinds of rituals, we must discuss a set of topics
including the rituals of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), the activities on general days and nights,
etiquettes and manners, mosques and holy places. Independent chapters will discuss

.each of these topics

p: 36
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Chapter One: Rituals Of The Ahl Al-Bayt

Point

The majority of private rituals practiced by the virtuous community directly or
indirectly relate to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). However, in this discussion, we aim at
dedicating our discussion to the rituals that basically focused on the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in
their capacity as persons of a superior standing with Almighty Allah and enjoying the
position of Imamate and divinely designated leadership of the Muslim community.

:Thus, the following topics fall under this title

Commemorating Imam al-husayn’s Martyrdom . 1

(Commemorating Anniversaries of the Holy Infallibles (‘a . 2

(Visiting Tombs and Shrines of the Holy Infallibles (‘a . 3

p: 37
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p: 38
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Ceremonies of commemorating Imam al-Ḥusayn’s Martyrdom

Point

Besides expressing loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in general and Imam al-husayn (‘a) in
particular, the ceremonies of commemorating Imam al-husayn’s martyrdom, as well
as the anniversaries appertaining to the Holy Infallibles (‘a), are actually meetings

which discuss doctrinal, moral, social, historical affairs, and issues related to the daily
and current affairs of Muslims. In one aspect of their content, the social aspect, these
ceremonies resemble the Friday Prayers during which Muslims gather to listen to the
sermons delivered by the preacher who usually discusses various aspects of their
current affairs and reminds them of Almighty Allah.(1) In another aspect, these

.ceremonies are held to deliberate knowledge and ethics

We have previously discussed the ceremonies commemorating Imam al-husayn’s
martyrdom in the Second Book of this series which discussed the cultural aspect of
building a virtuous community. We have also discussed the philosophy of such
ceremonies, their spiritual, cultural, and political outcomes, rituals recommended by

.the Holy Imams (‘a) and, other rituals invented by people

Although the ceremonies commemorating Imam al-husayn’s martyrdom, represent
an anniversary of one of

p: 39

Of course, meetings that are held for commemorating Imam husayn (‘a) can - - 1
never be substitutes for the Friday Prayers that include discourses and performance

of prayer. Yet, they can represent an extension of the ritual content of the Friday
.Prayer in which we can find the root and the Islamic line of these rituals
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the Holy Imams (‘a), an independent chapter has been dedicated to discussing this
anniversary due to its significance and particularities. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) gave this
anniversary so much importance and consideration that it has turned into a cultural,

.spiritual, and behavioral school for building a virtuous community

Hereafter, I will briefly discuss the ceremonies and the times when the followers of
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) solemnly commemorate Imam al-husayn’s martyrdom. These

:ceremonies can be classified into five major classes

The First Ten Days of Muharram . 1

The followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) hold special ceremonies on the first ten days of
Muharram (the first month in the Islamic Calendar). Wherever they are, the
individuals of the virtuous community gather to condole with and weep for Imam al-
husayn (‘a) as well as discuss current cultural and doctrinal issues. For them, the
commemoration of this anniversary is almost a doctrinal duty, since some individuals
of the virtuous community may not participate in any other doctrinal celebration the
whole year, but never miss commemorating this anniversary. During this

commemoration, they concern themselves with serving others with food dedicated to
this occasion, meeting together, and expressing their grief for Imam al-husayn’s

.martyrdom by a demonstration of sorrow

The focus of the individuals of the virtuous community, in commemorating this
anniversary, varies according to the variety of their cultural, intellectual, and social
levels as well as the surrounding political circumstances. Therefore, some of them
hold ceremonies and spend large amounts of money to gather as large a
congregation as possible. They select the most skillful orators, speakers, and

lecturers. At

p: 40
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the same time, the virtuous community attends and participates in such sessions to
.benefit culturally, spiritually, and emotionally

At the same time, there is immense desire to become close to Imam al-husayn (‘a) by
presenting oneself at his holy shrine or, from afar,(1) by offering him salutations and
greetings, complaining to him about personal problems, pledging allegiance to him,

.and renouncing his enemies, cursing them, and rejecting their barbarian acts

On such days, both the ordinary and the elite media of the individuals of the virtuous
community weep for Imam al-husayn (‘a) and demonstrate grief and pain on the

.cruelties perpetrated upon him and his companions in Karbala

Another practice that manifests itself particularly in this season and on these days is
the pubic serving of food and drink dedicated to Imam Husayn (‘a) in remembrance of

.the three days and nights of his thirst and hunger

Traditions from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) report these practices in the first ten days of the
.holy month of Muharram

Some other practices through which the Ahl al-Bayt’s followers express their grief for
Imam al-husayn’s tragic saga bear no supportive evidence from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a).

:They are

organizing public processions and marches - 

(roaming in streets to express loyalty to and grief for Imam al-husayn (‘a - 

p: 41

In the coming chapter about the ritual of ziyarah, we will refer independently to - - 1
the formulas of ziyarah of Imam husayn (‘a) as well as the other Holy Imams of the

.Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) that are recommended at certain times from both near and afar
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holding theatrical performances aimed at representing some aspects of Imam - 

al-husayn’s tragic saga—his journey to Karbala, the burning of the tents

of the women and children after massacring his companions, the journey of those

who were taken as captives after the battle, or other grievous events to

which Imam al-husayn (‘a) was exposed—or all the events that took place in

Karbala

All of the above are inventions of ordinary people to express their emotions and
(feelings.(1

p: 42

Unfortunately, such activities, sometimes performed by individuals of the vulgar - - 1
or non-religious class of the community in violation of good public sense, are basically
disallowed and are in whole or in part too far from the goals intended by the Holy
Imams (‘a). They believe that such activities inappropriately express sentiments and
emotions (such as the practice known as tatbir which entails striking the head with
sharp instruments so as to make blood flow as an expression of mourning for Imam

al-husayn (‘a) whose blood was shed on such days). The scholars, the

jurisprudentially mindful people, and the well-aware segment of the virtuous
community do not participate in such incompatible activities; rather, they deny them
through their statements, words, and lastly in their hearts when they cannot find
anybody to hear when they anticipate sedition, discrepancy, or dispute which make

the harm greater than the benefit. Because of certain political circumstances through
which these rituals passed when the tyrannical and unjust rulers worked towards
annihilating them to uproot them from their origin, some ordinary people acted
fanatically regarding these rituals in the same way they did towards Imam husayn
(‘a). At the same time, some scholars kept silent or even permitted the practice of
these rituals for the endurance of the commemoration. This was because the public
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represented the popular power that stood against the tyrannical rulers. In addition,
scholars could not find any point of evidence proving the forbiddance or the illegality
of practicing such rituals, so they deemed them legal according to the general
jurisprudential rule of the legality of all things unless there is an evident proof
demonstrating the opposite. Furthermore, under such circumstances, the practice of
these rituals achieved an advantage or repelled a disadvantage not to mention the
fact that they were the best way to gather and attract the attention of the masses

towards commemorating Imam husayn’s martyrdom. However, the correct stand,
towards the practice of such rituals, taken by Ayatollah Sayyid Muhsin al-hakim,
Imam Khumayni, and his successor, Ayatollah Sayyid `Ali al-Khamana'i, in addition to
many Shi`ite master scholars, was that the disadvantage caused by such rituals to
the virtuous community has become greater than their advantage nowadays. They
deform the portrait of the virtuous community and act as an obstacle between the
guidance of the Holy Imams (‘a) and the genuine understanding of Islam on the one
hand, and the general Muslim masses on the other. Besides, the practice of these
rituals arouses a spurious issue that is forbidden by Islam, because some people
consider the practice of these rituals to be a devotional act intended to seek nearness
to Almighty Allah, while there is no authoritative evidence (i.e. mentioned in the Holy
Qur'an and Sunnah) proving this either particularly or generally. Such practices fall
under a general topic, and all its parts are considered acts of worship. However,

.Almighty Allah best knows the truth
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On the tenth day of Muharram, these rituals and ceremonies attain their climax when
markets are shut down and almost all the individuals of the virtuous community

participate in the condolence ceremonies and food is prepared to feed all the
.participants

The Months of Muharram and Safar . 2

The rest of the days of Muharram and Safar (the second month in the Islamic

calendar) have a secondary place of importance for holding sessions for condolence
ceremonies

p: 43
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of Imam al-husayn’s martyrdom. Public condolence meetings are organized by
individuals and communities in private and public places. Each ten days of these two
months are taken as a new term similar to the first ten days of Muharram, dedicating
each day and night to a certain occasion for which its special ceremonies are held.
These terms end on the twentieth of Safar, the day of Arba`in, which is the fortieth
day after Imam al-husayn’s martyrdom. Hence, the last ten days are dedicated to the
occasion of the arrival of the captives in Madinah, followed by the demise of the Holy
Prophet (s), which falls on the twenty-eighth day of Safar and which we shall mention

.later

The general mark of the ceremonies held on the rest of the days of Muharram and
Safar is the holding of assemblies (majalis; sing. majlis). The ceremonies on the day of
Arba`in, include processions and marches organized and destined for the two holy
shrines in Karbala, Imam al-Riza’s holy shrine in Mashhad, the shrine of Lady
Fatimah, the daughter of Imam Musa al-Kazim (‘a) in Qum, or for public places of
worship, such as mosques, husayniyyahs, and religious places. These processions and
marches are organized for the purpose of commemorating Imam al-husayn’s
martyrdom, pledging allegiance to him, and commemorating the anniversary of the

.captives’ return to Karbala, as maintained by some reports

Weekly Sessions . 3

The third category are weekly or monthly assemblies that the followers of the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) hold regularly in public places or in their houses, as a response to the Holy
Imams (‘a) who, according to many traditions, called their followers to hold such

.sessions and meetings

The issues of Imam al-husayn’s martyrdom and loyalty to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have
become the pivot of these
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sessions, as instructed by the Holy Imams (‘a). However, discourses in such sessions
can also be about a variety of doctrinal, ethical, behavioral, historical, erudite topics,

.etc

Communities and individuals choose a certain day or night in the week or the month

for holding such sessions as much as their conditions allow. These sessions and
meetings have thus become a continuously open school throughout the year. The
individuals of the virtuous community and the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) arrange
days and times among them so that everybody can benefit from these meetings

although the majority may choose Thursday nights and Fridays because these nights
and days enjoy a special significance among the other days of the week. By virtue of
these meetings, social relations among the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) become

well-established and positive and many religious and worldly benefits are gained. For
instance, after orators mention the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and discuss religious topics, the
sessions for knowledge-seekers turn into scientific researches, for men of letters into

.literary forums, and for merchants into exchange of commercial viewpoints

Sessions in the Month of Ramazan . 4

The fourth category of ceremonies commemorating Imam al-husayn’s martyrdom

are assemblies during Ramazan, when nights of this blessed month of devotion turn
into educational seasons. During the public sessions, the most distinctive feature is
the remembrance of Imam al-husayn’s martyrdom in addition to discussion
regarding, most comprehensively, Islamic issues and topics concentrating on ethical,
spiritual, and behavioral issues, the laws of Islam and the recitation of the Holy
Qur'an. However, intellectual, doctrinal, and historical issues are also discussed in

.such sessions

From a cultural aspect, there can be found an equipoise
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between the sessions of Ramazan and the sessions of Muharram and Safar. The
latter sessions concentrate on political issues and the uprising against oppression,
tyranny, and corruption, and their historical goals, factors, and causes, in addition to
the sentimental and emotional aspects of Shi`ite beliefs. The former assemblies

concentrate on ethical and spiritual issues, laws of Islam appertaining to human

behavior, especially the issues of prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and the like. In addition
to the recitation of the Holy Qur'an, doctrinal aspects regarding the fundamentals of
religion, such as monotheism, Prophethood, divine revelations, and eschatology are
discussed. The common points between these two types of sessions pertain to the
general conditions of the virtuous community and the issue of Imam al-husayn’s

.martyrdom and uprising

Private Occasions . 5

The fifth and last grouping include assemblies held on special occasions to
commemorate Imam al-husayn (‘a). The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), in their
plan of building a virtuous community, took great interest in the issue of holding
meetings to gather their followers on various occasions. In these meetings,
discourses revolve around the issue of Imam al-husayn’s martyrdom and uprising.
For instance, in funeral eulogies ceremonies are held for solacing the relatives of the
deceased. In these ceremonies, the Holy Qur'an is recited and the tragedy of Imam

al-husayn (‘a) and his companions is mentioned to seek nearness to Almighty Allah
.and alleviate the grief of the bereaved

On other occasions, such as returning from the hajj Pilgrimage or long journeys,
moving to a new house, opening a private or public foundation, recovering from a
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disease, or private issues that socially require the holding of a meeting, assemblies

are held to seek nearness to Almighty Allah, to gain blessings by mentioning Imam al-
husayn (‘a) and to commemorate Imam al-husayn (‘a). Thus, such meetings have

.become one of the distinctive features of the virtuous community
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Commemorating The Anniversaries Of The Holy Infallibles

Point

:Commemoration of the anniversaries of the Holy Infallibles (‘a) is of two kinds

Commemorating their deaths and martyrdoms

Celebrating their birthdays and their joyful occasions

(Commemorating the deaths and martyrdoms of the Holy Infallibles (‘a

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) counseled their followers to keep their
memories alive and memorialize their anniversaries. The individuals of the virtuous
community, therefore, commemorate the deaths and martyrdoms of the thirteen
Infallibles; namely, the Holy Prophet (s), Lady Fatimah al-Zahra, and the eleven
Imams, before Imam al-Mehdi (‘a), who is still living. The anniversaries of some

eminent figures among their followers such as, Lady Khadijah al Kubra, Muslim ibn
`Aqil, Lady Zaynab bint Ali, Zayd ibn `Ali ibn Husayn, Abu-Talib, Umm al-Banin, and

.others are also commemorated

According to the belief of the virtuous community, Imam `Ali ibn Abi-Talib (‘a) and his
son Imam al-husayn (‘a) were slain by the sword, while the other Holy Imams (‘a),
with the exception of the Awaited Imam al-Mahdi (‘a), who is still alive, were poisoned
to death. Although this general concept has not been proven through historical events
except for Imam hasan, Imam al-Kazim, and Imam al-Riza (peace be upon them all),
orators and preachers accept it as truth on the basis of a validly reported tradition

:that quotes Imam al-Riza (‘a) as saying
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وْأَ لٌوُتْقمَ  َّلاإِ  اَّنِم  امَ 

.مٌومُسْمَ

Not one of us—the Ahl al-Bayt—died, except that he was slain or

(poisoned to death.(1

Another fact is that there is not complete consensus upon the dates of their
martyrdoms and deaths. Nevertheless, the individuals of the virtuous community

have generally committed themselves to certain traditions in this respect, relying
.upon the inference of their scholars and historians

More or less, the dates of the Holy Infallibles’ deaths and martyrdoms are distributed
over the months of the year (on the Islamic calendar) except for the month of
Sha`ban(2). Thus, associated ceremonies form an annual cycle, soundly entrenched in

.the social milieu of the virtuous community

The related assemblies concentrate on the life of the commemorated Imam and the
injustice he had to encounter. In addition, an analysis of the historical events that took
place during his lifetime is presented. Other Islamic or Shi`ite beliefs and some of the
ethical instructions and sermons of the commemorated Imam are also recalled.
Usually, such meetings end by recounting the martyrdom of the commemorated

.Imam or some tragic aspects of Imam al-husayn’s saga

These meetings are another form of commemorating Imam al-husayn’s martyrdom

(al-Majalis al-husayniyyah) with some concentration on the life of the commemorated

(. Imam (‘a

In the general milieu of the virtuous community, there is special interest in
commemorating the Holy Prophet, Imam `Ali, Lady Fatimah al-Zahra', Imam Hasan,

in addition to

p: 49

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1723 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_49_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_49_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:32, H. 2 - - ` 1
The month of Sha`ban is considered to be the month of birthdays and glad - - 2

.occasions
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Imam al-husayn—peace be upon them all. Special commemoration rituals of the
other Imams (‘a) are often performed in the regions where they are buried. For
instance, there is special interest in commemorating the anniversary of the
martyrdom of Imam al-Kazim (‘a) in the city of al-Kazimiyyah, Iraq, whose people, on
that day, hold special ceremonies and rituals, shut down the marts, and participate in
public processions. The same thing is applicable to the people of Mashhad, Iran, when
they celebrate the anniversary of Imam al-Riza’s martyrdom and the people of

(Samarra' on the anniversary of Imam al-Hadi’s martyrdom.(1

Let us now mention a list of the familiar dates on which the deaths and martyrdoms of
the Holy Infallibles (‘a) have been recorded and are well known by the individuals of

:the virtuous community

Death of the Holy Prophet (s): 28th of Safar . 1

Martyrdom of Imam `Ali ibn Abi-Talib (‘a): 19th-21st of Ramazan because he was . 2
injured on the nineteenth of Ramazan and passed away on the twenty-first

Martyrdom of the All-veracious Lady Fatimah al-Zahra' (the Luminous) (‘a): 8th of . 3
Rabi` II, 15th of Jumada I, and 3rd of Jumada II. There are several traditions
mentioning various dates of her martyrdom. Ceremonies of commemorating her
martyrdom are usually held on the last two dates although, sometimes, such

ceremonies continue
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for twenty days between these two dates. In Iraq, some ceremonies are held on the
.earlier date

Martyrdom(1) of Imam hasan ibn `Ali (‘a): 7th of Safar (in Iraq) and 28th of Safar in . 4
(. Iran, (which falls on the same date of the anniversary of the Holy Prophet’s demise

.Martyrdom of Imam al-husayn (‘a): 10th of Muharram . 5

Martyrdom of Imam `Ali ibn al-husayn Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a): 25th of Muharram. This . 6
.anniversary is also commemorated on the twelfth of Muharram

.Martyrdom of Imam Muhammad ibn `Ali al-Baqir (‘a): 7th of Dhu’l-hijjah . 7

.Martyrdom of Imam Ja`far ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq (‘a): 25th of Shawwal . 8

.Martyrdom of Imam Musa ibn Ja`far al-Kazim (‘a): 25th of Rajab . 9

Martyrdom of Imam `Ali ibn Musa al-Riza (‘a): 17th of Safar (in Iraq), or the last day . 10
(. of Safar (in Iran

Martyrdom of Imam Muhammad ibn `Ali al-Jawad (‘a): the last day of Dhu’l- . 11
.Qa`dah

.Martyrdom of Imam `Ali ibn Muhammad al-Hadi (‘a): 3rd of Rajab . 12

.Martyrdom of Imam hasan ibn `Ali al-`Askari (‘a): 8th of Rabi` I . 13
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(Celebrating the Birthdays and Glad Occasions of the Holy Infallibles (‘a

In addition to commemorating the anniversaries of the deaths and martyrdoms of the
Holy Infallibles (‘a), the individuals of the virtuous community celebrate their birthdays
and glad occasions, creating some equilibrium between the grievous occasions and

.joyful ones

Of course, celebrating such joyful occasions differs from celebrating grievous ones;
therefore, the individuals of the virtuous community celebrate these joyful occasions
in a way different from celebrating the deaths and martyrdoms of the Holy Infallibles

:(‘a). These celebrations are therefore characterized by the following features

.Colorful decorations replace black flags of grief and sorrow . 1

Performances and discourses concentrate on remembering the virtues of the Ahl . 2
al-Bayt (‘a) by means of sermons and recitation of laudatory compositions and hymns

.with the participation of the audience

Literary expressions of happy emotions is the general feature of these celebrations. . 3
Festivals and carnivals are held, and numerous poets, men of letters, and orators
participate therein. However, on certain occasions, such as the birthday of the
Awaited Imam al-Mahdi (‘a), educational and doctrinal discourses are delivered,
because this anniversary is regarded as the best opportunity to put forth the topic of
his blessed birth. Hence, these occasions bring together the two most required kinds

.of discourse

Unlike commemorating the deaths and martyrdoms, which does not exclude any of
the Holy Infallibles (‘a) who were martyred, the celebrations of the anniversaries of

their birthdays are usually dedicated to some of them, because
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the individuals of the virtuous community aim at bringing into view the injustice,
oppressions, and ordeals to which the Holy Infallibles (‘a) were exposed more than
their joyful occasions. This is because injustice and oppression were the most

eminent phenomena in the history of the Holy Infallibles (‘a) as well as the history of
.their followers

Besides, the tragedies and sorrows of the Holy Infallibles further equip the individuals
of the virtuous community with patience and steadfastness, and make them follow

.the examples of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) exactly as they are required to do

Moreover, such interest may have come from instructions of the Holy Imams (‘a) such
(: as the following sayings of Imam `Ali ibn al-husayn Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a

.انَمُِتآمَ اَندُایَعْأَ  امََّنإِ 

.Verily, our festivals are commemorations of our deaths

هٌدَاعَ انََل  لُْتقَْلا 

.هُدَاهََّشلا اللهِا  نَِم  انَُتمَارَکَوَ 

Being slain is our propensity, and martyrdom is the honor that Almighty

.Allah confers upon us

Finally, the most accurate understanding of these festivals and days of joy is to spend
them doing acts of worship and true recognition of Almighty Allah, serving people and

.expecting rewards only from the Almighty

A view at these joyful occasions demonstrates that they are utterly intermixed with
the anniversaries of deaths and martyrdoms, except for the two months of Muharram
and Safar, which are totally dedicated to grievous occasions, and the month of
Sha`ban, which is dedicated to joyful occasions. However, the dates of the Holy
Imams’ (‘a) birthdays are more expansive. Accordingly, equilibrium between the two

kinds of occasions can be found in a better
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and more expansive way although there is a preponderance of the grievous
.occasions over the joyful ones

Let us now mention a list comprising the dates of the Holy Infallibles’ (‘a) birthdays
:generally celebrated by the individuals of the virtuous community

Birthday of the Holy Prophet (s): 17th of Rabi` I, which coincides with the birthday of . 1
Imam Ja`far ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq (‘a). Although there are many narrations
holding that the Holy Prophet (s) was born on the twelfth of Rabi` I, which is
celebrated by our non-Shi`ah brothers, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) always

(celebrated the anniversary of his birthday on the seventeenth of the same month.(1

.Birthday of Imam `Ali ibn Abi-Talib (‘a): 13th of Rajab . 2

.Birthday of Lady Fatimah al-Zahra' (‘a): 20th of Jumada II . 3

.Birthday of Imam hasan ibn `Ali al-Mujtaba (‘a): 15th of Ramazan . 4

.Birthday of Imam al-husayn ibn `Ali (‘a), the martyr: 3rd of Sha`ban . 5

.Birthday of Imam `Ali ibn husayn, Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a): 5th of Sha`ban . 6

.Birthday of Imam `Ali ibn Musa al-Riza (‘a): 11th of Dhu’l-Qa`dah . 7

.Birthday of the Awaited Imam al-Mahdi (‘a): 15th of Sha`ban . 8
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It would certainly be asked why these holy Infallibles have been given such special
interest other than the others—peace be upon them all—as regards celebrating their

.birthdays

The answer is that the birthdays of the other holy Imams (‘a) are celebrated, yet
limitedly. As for the previously mentioned Infallibles (‘a), the anniversaries of their
births have been given special interest because definite historical events and moral

particularities expressly appertain to these Imams (‘a), which highly motivate the
.individuals of the virtuous community

.The Holy Prophet (s), is the last Messenger of Almighty Allah to humanity

Imam `Ali (‘a), being the first of the Holy Imams (‘a) and the successor of the Holy
.Prophet (s), represents the doctrinal epitome of the virtuous community

Imam hasan (‘a), the first grandson of the Holy Prophet (s), represents the first point
.in the extension of the Holy Prophet’s progeny

Imam al-husayn (‘a) is the martyred grandson of the Holy Prophet (s) whose birth was
.accompanied by grief and sorrow

Imam Zayn al-`Abidin’s birthday falls a day after the birthday of his father, Imam al-
husayn (‘a). The followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) celebrate the birthdays of Imam al-
husayn, `Abbas ibn `Ali (‘a), and Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) on three successive days
respectively; the third, fourth, and fifth of Sha`ban. These three persons are

'. gathered under one topic: the tragedy of Karbala

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) represents the doctrinal and jurisprudential school to which the
.virtuous community belongs
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Imam al-Riza’s birthday is widely celebrated in Iran because of the period of time he
spent in the country and the existence of his grave therein. He therefore represents a

(. symbol of the loyalty of the Iranian people to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

The awaited Imam al-Mahdi (‘a) represents the everlasting symbol of the divinely
commissioned leadership of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), who still exists among the Muslim

.nation
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Visiting The Tombs And Shrines Of The Holy Infallibles

Legitimacy of visiting the graves

Visiting the tombs of the Holy Prophet (s), the Holy Imams (‘a), the prophets (‘a), the
saints, and the descendants of the Holy Imams (‘a) is regarded as the most important

ritual emphasized by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and dutifully observed by the virtuous
community. Such visits (or pilgrimages) are a significant phenomenon in the lives of

.the virtuous community

In their capacity as a sort of hajj (i.e. pilgrimage), these visits, in both content and
form, are considered one of the general rituals of Islam, since traditions have

.described them as a complementary part of the ritual hajj Pilgrimage

On the other hand, Muhammad ibn `Abd al-Wahhab and his followers known as
Wahhabis discommend and even forbid visiting or going on pilgrimage to tombs or
building structures and domes on them. Nevertheless, numerous are the traditions
that are uninterruptedly reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), not to mention the Holy
Prophet (s) and the honorable companions, confirming the recommendation of visiting

.the tombs

Hereinafter, I will mention some traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a),
confirming the act of visiting the tombs as one of the highly advisable acts and the

.leading mottos of the virtuous community

Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Saduq, in `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza and `Ilal al-
Ahkam, and Ibn Qawlawayh, in Kamil al-Ziyarat, have reported through a valid chain

:of authority that Imam al-Riza (‘a) said
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یِف اًدهْعَ  مٍامَإِ  ِّلکُِل  َّنإِ 

دِهْعَْلاِب ءِافَوَْلا  مِامَتَ  نِْم  َّنإِوَ  هِِتعَیشِوَ ، هِءِایَِلوْأَ  قُِنعُ 

یِف هًبَغْرَ  مْهُرَازَ  نْمَفَ  .مْهِرِوُبُق  هَرَایَزِ  ءِادَلأَا  نِسْحُوَ 

مْهُُتَّمِئأَ نَاکَ  هِیِف  اوُبغِرَ  امَِب  اًقیدِصْتَوَ  مْهِِترَایَزِ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  مْهُءَاعَفَشُ 

The disciples and followers of every Imam (‘a) are connected to him

with a binding covenant that they must fulfill. Among the elements of an

’excellent fulfillment of these covenants is indeed the visiting of the Imams

a) tombs. Hence, if one visits )‘

’( their tombs eagerly and with the intention of gaining their (the Imams

(desire, the Imams will intercede for him on the Day of Resurrection.(1

According to another validly reported tradition, Zayd al-Shahham has reported that
he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “What is the reward of one who visits (the tomb of) one

?” of you

:The Imam (‘a) answered

یَّلصَ اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  رَازَ  نْمَکَ 

.هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

He (who visits one of us) will be rewarded the same reward of one who

(has visited the Messenger of Allah (s).(2

:According to another validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

رَثَکْأَ اًقْلخَ  اللهُا  قَلَخَ  امَ 
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ءٍاسَمَ َّلکُ  ءِامََّسلا  نَِم  لُزِْنیََل  هَُّنإِوَ  هِکَِئلاَمَْلا ، نَِم 

اذَإِ یَّتحَ  مْهُتَلَْیَل ، تِْیبَْلاِب  نَوُفوطُیَ  کٍلَمَ  فَْلأَ  نَوعُْبسَ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ِّیِبَّنلا  رِْبقَ  یَلإِ  اوُفرَصَْنإ  رُجْفَْلا  عَلَطَ 

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رِیِمأَ  رَْبقَ  نَوُتأْیَ  َّمُث  هِْیلَعَ ، اومَُّلسَفَ  هِِلآوَ 

نِسَحَْلا رَْبقَ  نَوُتأْیَ  َّمُث  هِْیلَعَ ، نَومُِّلسَُیفَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 

نَوُتأْیَ َّمُث  هِْیلَعَ ، نَومُِّلسَُیفَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ  نِْب 

َّمُث هِْیلَعَ ، نَومُِّلسَُیفَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  نِْیسَحُْلا  رَْبقَ 

لُزِْنتَ َّمُث  .سُمَّْشلا  عَُلطْتَ  نْأَ  لَْبقَ  ءِامََّسلا  یَلإِ  نَوجُرِعُیَ 

تِْیبَْلاِب نَوُفوطُیَفَ  کٍلَمَ  فَْلأَ  نَوعُْبسَ  رِاهََّنلا  هُکَِئلاَمَ 

اوُفرَصَْنإ بِورُغُْلِل  سُمَّْشلا  تَِندَ  اذَإِ  یَّتحَ  مْهُرَاهََن ، مِارَحَْلا 

نَومُِّلسَُیفَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  رِْبقَ  یَلإِ 

مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  رِیِمأَ  رَْبقَ  نَوُتأْیَ  َّمُث  هِْیلَعَ ،

مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَ  نِسَحَْلا  رَْبقَ  نَوُتأْیَ  َّمُث  هِْیلَعَ ، نَومُِّلسَُیفَ 

هِْیلَعَ نِْیسَحُْلا  رَْبقَ  نَوُتأْیَ  َّمُث  هِْیلَعَ ، نَومُِّلسَُیفَ 

لَْبقَ ءِامََّسلا  یَلإِ  نَوجُرِْعیَ  َّمُث  هِْیلَعَ  نَومُِّلسَُیفَ  مُلاََّسلا 

.سُمَّْشلا بَیغِتَ  نْأَ 

Almighty Allah has not created a category of creatures greater in

number than angels. Verily, seventy thousand angels descend everyday to

circumambulate the Holy House (of God). Then, they circumambulate the Holy

Ka`bah. Then, they visit the tomb of the Holy Prophet (s) to offer greetings. Then,

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1735 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


,they visit the tomb of Imam `Ali

(the Commander of the Faithful (‘a

to offer greetings. Then, they visit the tomb of Imam hasan (‘a) to offer

greetings. Then, they visit the tomb of Imam husayn (‘a) to offer greetings. They then
ascend back to the

skies before sunrise. Then, the angels of daylight descend to circumambulate

the Holy House (of God) all the day. Before sunset, they leave to visit the

tomb of the Holy Prophet (s) to offer

greetings. Then, they visit the tomb

of Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) to offer greetings. Then, they visit
the tomb of

(Imam hasan (‘a) to offer greetings. Then, they visit the tomb of Imam husayn (‘a

(to offer greetings. They then ascend to the skies before sunset.(3

p: 58

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:116, H. 1 - - ` 1

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:117, H. 5 - - ` 2

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:117, H. 8 - - ` 3
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According to another tradition that is reported through numerous chains of authority,
Abu-`Amir al-Tabbani, the preacher of hijaz, has reported that he visited Imam al-
Sadiq (‘a) and asked, “O son of Allah’s Messenger, what is the reward of one who
visits the tomb of the Commander of the Faithful (Imam `Ali) (‘a) and those who

?” construct it

p: 59
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:The Imam (‘a) answered

، رٍِماعَ اَبأَ  ایَ 

ٍّیِلعَ نِْب  نِْیسَحُْلا  هِِّدجَ  نْعَ  هِیِبأَ  نْعَ  یِبأَ  یِنَثَّدحَ 

اللهِا لَوسُرَ  َّنأَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ  نْعَ  مُلاََّسلا  مُهِْیلَعَ 

ضِرْأَِب َّنُلتَْقُتَل  اللهِاوَ  هَُل : لَاقَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

رَازَ نْمَِل  امَ  اللهِا ، لَوسُرَ  ایَ  تُْلُق : .اهَِب  نُفَدُْتوَ  قِارَعِْلا 

، نِسَحَْلا اَبأَ  ایَ  یِل : لَاقَفَ  اهَدَهَاعَتَوَ ؟ اهَرََّمعَوَ  اَنرَوُبُق 

عِاقَِب نِْم  اًعاقَِب  كَدَِلوَ  رَْبقَوَ  كَرَْبقَ  لَعَجَ  یَلاعَتَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

بَوُلُق لَعَجَ  اللهَا  َّنإِوَ  اهَِتاصَرَعَ ، نِْم  هًصَرَعَوَ  هَِّنجَْلا 

مْکُْیَلإِ ُّنحِتَ  هِدِابَعِ  نِْم  هٍوَْفصَوَ  هِقِْلخَ  نِْم  ءَابَجَُن 

نَورُِثکُْیوَ مْکُرَوُبُق  نَورُِّمعَُیفَ  يذَلأَاوَ ، هََّلذَمَْلا  لُمِتَحْتَوَ 

مْهُْنِم هًَّدوَمَوَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  مْهُْنِم  اًبُّرقَتَ  اهَتَرَایَزِ 

یِتعَافَشَِب نَوصُوصُخْمَْلا  ُّیِلعَ ، ایَ  کَِئَلوأُ ، .هِِلوسُرَِل 

، ُّیِلعَ ایَ  .هَِّنجَْلا  یِف  اًدغَ  يرِاَّوزُ  مْهُوَ  یضِوْحَ ، نَودُرِاوَْلا 

نَْب نَامَْیلَسُ  نَاعَأَ  امََّنأَکَفَ  اهَدَهَاعَتَوَ  مْکُرَوُبُق  رََّمعَ  نْمَ 

لَدَعَ مْکُرَوُبُق  رَازَ  نْمَوَ  سِدِْقمَْلا ، تِْیَب  ءِانَِب  یلَعَ  دَوُادَ 

نِْم جَرَخَوَ  مِلاَسْلإِا ، هَِّجحِ  دَْعَب  هًَّجحِ  نَیعِْبسَ  بَاوََث  کَِلذَ 

، هُُّمأُ هُْتدََلوَ  مِوْیَکَ  مْکُِترَایَزِ  نِْم  عَجِرْیَ  یَّتحَ  هِِبوُنذُ 

هَِّرُقوَ مِیعَِّنلا  نَِم  کَیِّبحُِموَ  كَءَایَِلوْأَ  رِّْشَبوَ  رْشِْبأَفَ 

یلَعَ رَطَخَ  لاَوَ  تْعَمِسَ  نٌذُأُ  لاَوَ  تْأَرَ  نٌْیعَ  امَِب لاَ  نِْیعَْلا 
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رَاَّوزُ نَورُِّیعَُی  سِاَّنلا  نَِم  هًَلاثَحُ  َّنکَِلوَ  .رٍشََب  بِْلقَ 

رُارَشِ کَِئَلوأُ  اهَءِاَنزِِب ! هُیَِناَّزلا  رَُّیعَُت  امَکَ  مْکُرِوُبُق 

.یضِوْحَ نَودُرِیَ  لاَوَ  یِتعَافَشَ  اللهُا  مُهَُلاَنأَ  لاَ  یِتَّمأُ ،

O Abu-`Amir, my father narrated to me on the authority of his father, on

(the authority of his grandfather, husayn ibn `Ali, on the authority of (Imam

Ali, that the Messenger of Allah (s) said to him (i.e. Imam `Ali), “By Allah`

I swear this: you shall be slain in the land of Iraq and you will be buried

therein.” Imam `Ali (‘a) asked, “O Allah’s Messenger, what will be the reward

of one who visits our tombs, constructs them, and protects them?” The Holy

Prophet (s) answered, “O

Abu’l-hasan, Almighty Allah has verily chosen your tomb and the tomb of your

son to be sites and courtyards of Paradise. He has also made the hearts of

excellent persons from amongst His creatures and choice persons from amongst

His servants long for you and endure humiliation and harm for your sake. They

will thus build your tombs and frequently visit them, to seek nearness to

Allah and show love for His Messenger. O `Ali, it is these who shall deserve

my intercession exclusively and who shall join me at the Divine Pond. In Paradise, they
,shall be my visitors. O `Ali, whoever constructs and protects your graves

is regarded as if he has helped (Prophet) Solomon the son of (Prophet) David

build the Sacred Mosque of Jerusalem. Whoever visits your tombs will be given
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the reward of going on hajj Pilgrimage seventy times after the obligatory

hajj, and he will be free of sins like the day on which his mother gave birth

to him until he returns home after visiting your tombs. So, receive these

glad tidings and convey to your loyalists and devotees the glad tidings of

bliss and delight of the eye in such a way that no eye has ever seen, no ear

has ever heard, and no heart has ever imagined. However, dregs of the society

will impute dishonor to the visitors of your tombs in the same way as

dishonor is imputed to an adulteress for her sin. These are the evilest of my

nation. May Allah never allow them to enjoy my intercession and may they

(never approach my Pond.(1

p: 60

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:120, H. 22. The same chain of authority of - - ` 1
.this tradition is mentioned for traditions No. 23, 24, and 25 of the same reference book
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Traditions especially emphasize visiting the tombs of the Holy Prophet (s), Imam al-
husayn (‘a), and Imam `Ali (‘a) because the Holy Prophet (s) and these two holy
Imams (‘a) represent the epitome of the beliefs of the virtuous community, in addition
to the special outcome in the field of cultural, spiritual, and political education gained

.from visiting them

In the coming chapter of Ziyarah, we will notice that all emphasis has been generally
laid on visiting the Holy Prophet’s tomb, while visiting the tombs of the Holy Imams (‘a)
has only been attached to this visit. Special visits have been emphatically mentioned

for Imam `Ali ibn Abi-Talib and

p: 61
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.Imam al-husayn, peace be upon them

The Cultural Content of Visiting the Tombs

In the previous discussion of the cultural foundations under the title of visiting Imam

al-husayn’s tomb, we have looked into the spiritual, political, and social outcomes of
such visits. They also stand for a practical and spiritual embodiment of the
interrelation between the individuals of the virtuous community and the Holy
Infallibles (‘a). A visitor of their tombs believes that he is visiting that Imam (‘a) in his
house. Almighty Allah “has permitted them to be exalted so that His name may be
remembered in them”. The visitor, by reciting the paragraphs of the Ziyarah formula,
believes he is talking to the Imam who, beyond doubt, can hear his words, understand

.what he says, and answer him

The best presentation of this fact is the following formula of seeking permission

(isti'dhan) by a visitor before entering any of the holy shrines of the Holy Infallibles
:(‘a). This form reads as follows

یلَعَ تُْفقَوَ  یِّنإِ  َّمهَُّللاَ 

کَُتاوَلَصَ کَِّیِبَن  تِوُیُب  بِاوَبْا  نِْم  بٍاَب 

: تَْلقُفَ هِِنذْإِِب  َّلاإِ  اوُلخُدْیَ  نْاَ  سَاَّنلا  تَْعنَمَ  دْقَوَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ 

تَوُیُب اوُلخُدْتَ  اوُنمَآ لاََ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیاَ  ایَ  }

َّمهَُّللاَ .مْکَُل } نَذَؤُْی  نْاَ  َّلاإِ  ِّیِبَّنلا 

هِِتبَْیغَ یِف  فِیرَّشلا  دِهَشْمَْلا  اذَهَ  بِحِاصَ  هَمَرْحُ  دُقِتَعْاَ  یِّنإِ 

كَءَافَلَخُوَ کََلوسُرَ  َّناَ  مُلَعْاَوَ  هِِترَضْحَ  یِف  اهَدُقِتَعْاَ  امَکَ 

نوَعُمَسْیَوَ یِماقَمَ  نَوْرَیَ  نَوُقزَرُْی  كَدَْنعِ  ءٌایَحْاَ  مُلاََّسلا  مُهِْیلَعَ 

بَاَب تَحْتَفَوَ  مْهُمَلاَکَ  یعِمْسَ  نْعَ  تَْبجَحَ  کَِّناَوَ  یِملاَسَ  نَوُّدرُیَوَ  یِملاَکَ 

نُذِأْتَسْاَوَ لاًََّواَ  ِّبرَ  ایَ  کَُنذِأْتَسْاَ  یِّنإِوَ  مْهِِتاجَانَُم  ذِیذِلَِب  یمِهْفَ 
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نُذِأتَسْاَوَ اًیِناَث  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  کََلوسُرَ 

… هُُتعَاطَ َّیلَعَ  ضَورُْفمَْلا  مَامَلإِا  کَتَفَیلخَ 

O Allah, I am standing at one of the doors of Your

Prophet’s Houses—may Your blessings be upon him and his Household—and You

have prevented people to enter there before they obtain his permission. You have
thus said, “O ye who believe! Enter not

the Prophet's houses until leave is given you.” O Allah, I believe in the sanctity of the
owner of

this holy shrine in his absence just as I

believe in it in his presence. I also know with

certainty that Your Messenger and Your Representatives—peace be upon them—are

alive, finding their sustenance in Your presence. They can see my place, hear my

words, and respond to my greetings. You have

prevented my hearing from receiving their words, but You have opened the door of
my understanding to

taste the sweetness of my confidential speech with them. I thus ask Your permission

—O my Lord—first of all, and secondly the permission of Your Prophet—peace be
upon him and his

Household—and the permission of Your Representative, the Imam, obedience to

…whom is incumbent upon me

p: 62
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:You may here mention the name of the visited person, and then continue

هَکَِئلاَمَْلاوَ

ایَ لُخُدْاَاَ  اًثِلاَث  هِکَرَابَمُْلا  هِعَْقُبْلا  هِذِهَِب  نَیلَّکوَمُْلا 

اللهِا هَکَِئلاَمَ  ایَ  لُخُدْاَاَ  اللهِا  هََّجحُ  ایَ  لُخُدْاَاَ  اللهِا  لَوسُرَ 

ایَ یِل  نْذَأْفَ  دِهَشْمَْلا  اذَهَ  یِف  نَیمِیقِمُْلا  نَیِبَّرقَمُْلا 

نْإِفَ کَِئایَِلوْاَ  نِْم  دٍحَلأَِ  تَْنذِاَ  امَ  لَضَْفاَ  لِوخُُّدلا  یِف  يَلاَوْمَ 

.کَِلذَِل   ٌ لهْاَ تَْناَفَ  کَِلذَِل  لاًَهْاَ  نْکُاَ  مَْل 

and thirdly (permission…

of) the angels commissioned to supervise this blessed area. May I

enter, O Messenger of Allah? May I enter, O Proof of Allah? May I

,enter, O angels of Allah—the intimate, the residing in this shrine? So

please) permit me to enter, O my Master, with the best of permission)

that you have ever conferred upon any of your intimate adherents. If I do

(not deserve such permission, then you are worthy of not conferring it upon me.(1

p: 63

Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 311-312 as quoted from Shaykh al- - - 1
.Kaf`ami’s al-Balad al-Amin
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All formulas of ziyarah uttered at the tombs of the Holy Infallibles (‘a) carry doctrinal,
monotheistic, Islamic, and spiritual aspects. They are: repeating the takbir statement

(allahu-akbar: Allah is the Most Great) one hundred times, and uttering the two
statements (shahadatayn) of Islam—I bear witness that there is no god save Allah
and that Muhammad is His messenger. They all offer salutation to the Holy Imams

(‘a), mention them by names, and utter words of praise, glorification and gratitude to
Almighty Allah for granting the bliss of visiting the shrine—all these are direct

.doctrinal, moral, and spiritual lessons given to the visitors of these tombs

Encyclopedias of traditions (i.e. hadith) have dealt with this subject matter so
expansively that the encyclopedias of the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and the
virtuous community have been characterized by expatiating upon this topic. Since the
first century of Shi`ite writings, many books dealing exclusively with the formulas of
ziyarah and supplicatory prayers have been written. Some are: Kamil al-Ziyarat by Ibn
Qawlawayh, Misbah al-Mutahajjid by Shaykh al-Tusi, Al-Mazar al-Kabir by Shaykh
Muhammad al-Mashhadi, Al-Mazar by al-Shahid al-Awwal, Al-Misbah by Shaykh al-
Kaf`ami, and many others. All these books substantiate the special interest in the

(ritual and devotional ziyarah and supplicatory prayers.(1

p: 64

All-inclusive and relatively concise, the book of Mafatih al-Jinan can be considered - - 1
the best and most famous book ever written in the field of rituals and etiquettes of
ziyarah and supplicatory prayers. It was compiled by the late master researcher and
traditionist, Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, recently in Farsi, based upon a variety of the
most reliable reference books. Up to now, millions of copies of this book have been
published, being read by all milieus in all countries. Moreover, the book has been
translated into Arabic and Urdu, as well as many other languages. For thorough
acquaintance with the details of all issues, etiquettes, and best times of ziyarah and

.supplications, it is highly advised to refer to this book
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In this discussion, we will refer, yet generally, to the major sections of ziyarah and to
some of the most important times and occasions observed by the individuals of the
virtuous community, leaving the details to the extensive books on this topic. Basically,

.we will depend upon the well-known book of Mafatih al-Jinan

There are general etiquettes and manners for ziyarah, which a true faithful believer
must observe because they correspond to an aspect of the blessed rite of ziyarah.
The most important in this connection is spiritual purity, attained by ritual bathing and
ablution, and the material cleanliness of body and clothes, attained by removing

impurities and dirt. Another is the frequent remembrance of Almighty Allah, by
repeating words of glorification, praise, and thanks to Him for granting this blissful

.boon

It is worth mentioning that there are certain manners and etiquettes in this regard,
including saying certain supplications, offering certain prayers, and choosing certain
times for traveling (i.e. going on pilgrimage for visiting a holy shrine). Because
traveling is the first step towards ziyarah, these manners and etiquettes have been

(mentioned as a prelude to the etiquettes of pilgrimage and ziyarah.(1

p: 65

About the etiquettes of traveling and the etiquettes of ziyarah, refer to Mafatih al- - - 1
Jinan, pp. 302-306 and 306-311 respectively, where these etiquettes are mentioned

.briefly
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Pilgrimage to the Tombs of the Holy Prophet (s) and the Holy Imams (‘a) Buried in al-Baqi`
Cemetery

Many corroborated traditions have confirmed great reward for visiting the tomb of
the Holy Prophet (s) while others have deemed it obligatory upon those who can do it
after accomplishment of the obligatory rites of the hajj Pilgrimage. Other traditions
sternly forbid shunning a visit to the Holy Prophet’s tomb as a sort of alienation from
him. Many other traditions assert that visiting his tomb results in entrance into

.Paradise

:Among these traditions, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مْکُدُحَأَ َّجحَ  اذَإِ 

.ِّجحَْلا مِامَتَ  نِْم  کَِلذَ  َّنلأَِ  انَِترَایَزِِب ; هَُّجحَ  مِْتخْیَْلفَ 

Any one of you who goes on the hajj Pilgrimage must conclude his hajj by

(visiting us, because it is the completion of the hajj.(1

:Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), is reported to have said

یَّلصَ اللهِا  لِوسُرَِب  اوُّمِتأَ 

َّنإِفَ اللهِا ; تِْیَب  یَلإِ  مُْتجْرَخَ  اذَإِ  مْکَُّجحَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

یِتَّلا رِوُبقُْلاِب  اوُّمِتأَوَ  مُْترِْمأُ ، کَِلذَِبوَ  ءٌافَجَ  هُکَرْتَ 

اوُبُلطْاوَ اهََّقحَوَ ، اهَتَرَایَزِ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  مُکُمَزَْلأَ 

.اهَدَْنعِ قَزِّْرلا 

When you go on pilgrimage to the House of Allah, complete your hajj by

visiting the Messenger of Allah(s) because to avoid doing so is a sort of

alienation from him which you have been ordered to avoid. Also, complete your
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hajj with visitation of the tombs that Almighty Allah has ordered you to

(visit and carry out your duties towards them. Seek sustenance therein.(2

p: 66

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 14:324, H. 1 - - 1
.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:139, H. 2 - - ` 2
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:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

اًتِّیمَ وْأَ  اًّیحَ  یِنرَازَ  نْمَ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  اًعیفِشَ  هَُل  تُْنکُ 

Whoever visits me in my lifetime or after my death, will receive my intercession

(on the Day of Resurrection.(1

Imam hasan ibn `Ali (‘a) is reported to have asked the Holy Prophet (s), “O father,
:what is the reward of one who visits you?” The Holy Prophet (s) answered

اًّیحَ یِنرَازَ  نْمَ  َّینَُب ، ایَ 

اًقّحَ نَاکَ  كَرَازَ ، وْأَ  كَاخَأَ  وْأَ  كَاَبأَ  رَازَ  وْأَ  اًتِّیمَ  وْأَ 

.هِِبوُنذُ نِْم  هُصَِّلخَأُفَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هُرَوزُأَ  نْأَ  َّیلَعَ 

O son, he who visits me in my lifetime or after my death, or visits

your father, your brother, and you, will put me under the duty of visiting

him on the Day of Resurrection to deliver him from (the consequences of) his

(sins.(2

p: 67

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:139, H. 3 - - ` 1

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:140, H. 7 - - ` 2
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According to another tradition that is reported through a valid chain of authority, the
(: Holy Prophet (s) said to Imam al-husayn ibn `Ali (‘a

یِناتَأَ نْمَ  َّینَُب ، ایَ 

اًرِئازَ كَاَبأَ  یتَأَ  نْمَوَ  هَُّنجَْلا ، هُلَفَ  یِتوْمَ  دَْعَب  اًرِئازَ 

دَْعَب اًرِئازَ  كَاخَأَ  یتَأَ  نْمَوَ  هَُّنجَْلا ، هُلَفَ  هِِتوْمَ  دَْعَب 

هُلَفَ کَِتوْمَ  دَْعَب  اًرِئازَ  كَاتَأَ  نْمَوَ  هَُّنجَْلا ، هُلَفَ  هِِتوْمَ 

.هَُّنجَْلا

O son, whoever comes to me to visit me after my death will be awarded Paradise.
Whoever comes to your father to visit him after his death will be awarded Paradise.
Whoever comes to your brother to visit him after his death will be awarded Paradise.

(Whoever comes to you to visit you after your death will be awarded Paradise.(1

According to another tradition, Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy
:Prophet (s) as saying

وْأَ یِتایَحَ  یِف  یِنرَازَ  نْمَ 

.یَلاعَتَ اللهَا  رَازَ  دْقَفَ  یِتوْمَ  دَْعَب 

He who visits me in my lifetime or after my death has in fact visited

(Almighty Allah.(2

Zayd has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as to what the reward of one who
.visits the tomb of the Holy Prophet (s) would be

:The Imam (‘a) answered

.هِشِرْعَ یِف  اللهَا  رَازَ  نْمَکَ 

(It shall be as if he has visited Almighty Allah on His Throne.(3
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,It is also reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) was once asked

Is it lawful to visit (the tomb of) your father?” “Yes, it is,” answered the Imam (‘a). “
:“What is then the reward of one who visits him?” he was asked. He answered

ُّمتَأْیَ نَاکَ  نْإِ  هَُّنجَْلا 

.هِِب

The reward will be Paradise for those who believe in (and follow) his

.Imamate

What is the punishment of one who shuns visiting him out of purposeful alienation“
:from him?” he was asked. The Imam (‘a) answered

.هِرَسْحَْلا مَوْیَ  هُرَسْحَْلا 

(The punishment will be intense regret on the Day of Regret.(4

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نْمَ

.اًریقِفَ تْمُیَ  مَْلوَ  هُُبوُنذُ  هَُل  تْرَفِغُ  یِنرَازَ 

Whoever visits me will

(have his sins forgiven and will be saved from dying in poverty.(5

p: 68

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:144, H. 16 - - ` 1
.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:139, H. 4 - - ` 2

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:145, H. 31 - - ` 3

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:145, H. 36 - - ` 4

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:145, H. 34 - - ` 5
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Because of its priority over all other visits and because it is the criterion and example

of visiting the tombs of the other Holy Infallibles (‘a), confirmations have been made

(. regarding visiting the tomb of the Holy Prophet (s

It goes without saying that visiting the tombs of the Holy Prophet and the Holy Imams

—peace be upon them—is one of the best activities and rites that is practiced by the
individuals of the virtuous community who pay more interest to such visits in the
seasons of hajj Pilgrimage and `Umrah (minor hajj). They therefore endure various
sorts of suffering and harm, especially in the days when the custodians and keepers

.of these shrines exert pressure on the visitors and accuse them of baseless charges

Visiting Imam al-husayn’s tomb

Visiting the holy shrine of Imam al-husayn (‘a) at all times is very highly
recommended, whether directly by presenting oneself at his holy shrine,(1) or
indirectly, by saluting him from afar. However, to visit Imam al-husayn (‘a) in his holy

shrine, or from the holy shrines of Imam `Ali (‘a) or the

p: 69

According to some traditions, presenting oneself in the holy shrine of Imam - - 1
husayn (‘a) is obligatory upon those who have the ability to do so. Although we cannot
name the scholars who have issued this verdict, it is probable that such obligation has
been decided according to the political circumstances of a certain age which required
the issuance of such a verdict, or it has been determined in order to confirm the
obligation of love for, loyalty to, and connection with the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). At any rate,
such a verdict can, in the least, act as an indication of the extremely high
recommendation and desirableness of this act, just like the high recommendation of
participating in congregational prayers, although not obligatory, by the Holy Prophet
(s) who threatened setting on fire the house of those who would abstain from

.participating in them
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other Holy Imams (‘a), or any other shrine would bring about a bigger reward, as has
been held by some traditions that identify certain places from which one may visit

(. Imam al-husayn (‘a

Other traditions assert that the reward of visiting any of the Holy Imams (‘a) is the
(. same as visiting the tomb of the Holy Prophet (s

:Other traditions read

نَاکَ اَّنِم  اًدحِاوَ  رَازَ  نْمَ 

.مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَ  نَْیسَحُْلا  رَازَ  نْمَکَ 

(Whoever visits any one of us will be as if he has visited husayn (‘a).(1

Accordingly, the same merits and rewards are gained when any of the tombs of the
.Holy Infallibles (‘a) is visited

The most famous formula of ziyarah that can be recited upon visiting the eleven
martyred Holy Imams (‘a) is the formula known as aminullah, which begins with this

:statement

نَیِماَ ایَ  کَْیلَعَ  مُلاََّسلاَ 

هِدِابَعِ �یلَعَ  هُتََّجحُوَ  هِضِرْاَ  یِف  اللهِا 

Peace be upon you; O trustee of Allah on His lands, and proof of Allah for

.His servants

This formula has been described by `Allamah al-Majlisi as the best formula in both
text and chain of authority. It is highly advisable to repeat this formula of ziyarah

.perseveringly at all the holy shrines

Through a valid chain of authority, Jabir ibn `Abdullah has reported that Imam Zayn
al-`Abidin (‘a) made a pilgrimage to the tomb of Imam `Ali (‘a) and uttered this very

formula
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p: 70

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:118, H. 10 - - ` 1
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(of ziyarah therein.(1

It is also noteworthy that visiting the tomb of Imam al-husayn (‘a) has been given the
greatest emphasis in the uninterruptedly reported traditions that have also
mentioned a great reward ensuing from visiting his tomb. According to other
traditions, visiting the tomb of Imam al-husayn (‘a) may be more favorable than
visiting the tombs of the succeeding Imams (‘a). Through numerous chains of
authority, some traditions have identified certain times of visiting Imam al-husayn’s
tomb with certain formulas of ziyarah, while others have mentioned other general
formulas that can be uttered when his tomb is visited at any time. Great rewards have

.been reported for visiting his tomb at these identified times or at all times

The compilations of formulas of ziyarah have identified

p: 71

Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 350. Citing it with the general - - 1
forms of ziyarah to the tomb of Imam `Ali (‘a), the author of the aforesaid book added

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رِیِمأَ  رِْبقَ  دَْنعِ  انَِتعَیشِ  نِْم  دٌحَأَ  هِِب  اعَدَ  لاَوَ  مَلاَکَْلا  اذَهَ  لَاقَ  امَ  (: the following words of Imam al-Baqir (‘a
یَّتحَ اًظوفُحْمَ  نَاکَوَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصـَ  دٍَّمحَُم  مِتَاخَِب  هِْیلَعَ  عَِبطُوَ  رٍوُن  نِْم  جٍرْدُ  یِف  هُءَاعـَدُ  اللهُا  عَفَرَ  َّـلاإِ  هَِّمِئـَلأا  نَِم  دٍحـَأَ  رِْبقَ  دَْـنعِ  وْأَ 

Indeed, any one of our َهِـمـَارَکَْلاو. هَِّیحَِّتلاوَ  يرَـشـُْبْلاِب  هُبَحِاـصـَ  یقَْلیَفَ  مَُــلاَّسلا ، مُـهـِْیلَعَ  دٍَّمحَُم  لِآ  مِِئاـقـَ  یَلإِ  مََّلـسـَُی 
adherents (Shi`ah) who pronounces these words at the tomb of Amir al-Mu'minin (‘a)
or the tomb of one of the Holy Imams (‘a) shall certainly have his prayer lifted up on a
ladder of light, carrying the seal of the Holy Prophet’s ring. It shall be kept so until it
will be delivered to the Rising Imam of Muhammad’s Household, Imam al-Mahdi (‘a),
who will receive the one who offered the prayer with good tidings, greetings, and

.honor
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certain times for visiting his tomb. Hereinafter, a list of the best times at which Imam

al-husayn’s tomb can be visited is provided according to chronological sequence
:based on the Islamic calendar

(Ziyarah of `Ashura' on the tenth of Muharram with a special formula(1 . 1

Ziyarah of Arba`in on the twentieth of Safar with a special formula . 2

Ziyarah on the first of Rajab with a special formula that is identical to the formula . 3
dedicated to the fifteenth of Sha`ban

Ziyarah on the fifteenth of Rajab night and day with a special formula that is . 4
identical with the formula to be said on the first of Rajab

Ziyarah and invocation of blessings upon Imam al-husayn (‘a) on his birthday, the . 5
third of Sha`ban with a special formula

Ziyarah on the fifteenth of Sha`ban night and day, which is the same formula as . 6
that of the first of Rajab

Ziyarah on the Qadr Nights (19th, 21st, and 23rd of Ramazan) with a special formula . 7

Ziyarah on the nights of Eid al-Fitr (the first of Shawwal) and Eid al-Azha (the tenth . 8
of Dhu’l-hijjah) with a special formula

p: 72

The formulas of ziyarah dedicated to certain times can be viewed in the book of - - 1
Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 438-469. The compiler of this book has arranged them in
chronological order beginning with the ziyarah on the first of Rajab. As for `Allamah

al-Majlisi, in Bihar al-Anwar Vol. 98, he has dedicated an extensive chapter to these
(. formulas mentioning all narrations pertaining to visiting the tomb of Imam husayn (‘a
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Ziyarah on the days of Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Azha with a special formula . 9

Ziyarah on the Day of `Arafat, the ninth of Dhu’l-hijjah, with a special formula . 10

Among all these times, the ziyarah for the night of the fifteenth of Sha`ban and the
Day of `Arafat enjoy a special significance concerning the great reward that is gained
by those who go on ziyarah pilgrimage to the tomb of Imam al-husayn (‘a) at these
two times. The individuals of the virtuous community specially wish to go for ziyarah
at these two times. Some traditions hold that visiting Imam al-husayn’s tomb at these
two times may have more rewards than a recommended hajj or `Umrah and that
Almighty Allah looks with the eye of mercy and forgiveness at the visitors of Imam al-

.husayn’s tomb before he takes a similar look at those halting on Mount `Arafat

The two ziyarah of `Ashura' and Arba`in also acquire a special interest for the
individuals of the virtuous community because they are connected with

commemorating the anniversary of Imam al-husayn’s martyrdom when large
ceremonies and large well-organized processions are held. In addition to these timed

ziyarah, there are other formulas addressed to Imam al-husayn (‘a) at different times

from near or afar. In Mafatih al-Jinan, Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi has mentioned

seven such general formulas of ziyarah the most famous of which is the one known as
(ziyarah al Warith.(1

Besides these formulas, there are general etiquettes and manners observed by one
who visits the holy shrine of Imam al-husayn (‘a), the most important of which is that

a visitor

p: 73

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 422-430 - - 1
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must be ritually pure, by performing the ritual ablution before entering the holy
shrine, and physically clean, by putting on clean clothes and ridding oneself of all
impure items. Within these etiquettes are praying to Almighty Allah, making every
effort to become closer to Him, and repeating phrases glorifying, praising, and
thanking Him. It is also required to observe all the etiquettes that need to be done in
the presence of the Imam. Of course, these etiquettes must also be observed when

(visiting the Holy Prophet and the other Holy Imams, peace be upon them all.(1

(Visiting the Tomb of Imam `Ali (‘a

In the previously cited traditions about visiting the tomb of the Holy Prophet (s), we
have come to know the great reward and the fabulous outcomes resulting from
visiting the tomb of Imam `Ali ibn Abi-Talib (‘a). (2) Herein, we will present other

.traditions in this regard

Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported that Abu-Wahab al-Qasri visited Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) in
Madinah and said, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! I have come to

p: 74

Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 411-422; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar - - 1
.al-Anwar 97:134-138

Visiting Imam husayn’s tomb has preceded visiting Imam `Ali’s, although visiting - - 2
the tombs of all the Holy Imams (‘a) is in itself equal in merit with the virtue of the
visited Imam (‘a). However, more emphasis has been laid in traditions on visiting
Imam husayn’s tomb than any other. This may be because of the nature of Imam

husayn’s tragedy as well as the political and spiritual circumstances that have
encompassed visiting his tomb. On account of such highly emphasized instruction, the
individuals of the virtuous community have paid more interest to visiting Imam

husayn’s tomb. Another reason may be the relatively many formulas of ziyarah that
(. have been reported by the Holy Imams (‘a) to be addressed to Imam husayn (‘a
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visit you, but I have not visited the tomb of the Commander of the Faithful (Imam

(.” `Ali

:The Imam (‘a) answered

کََّنأَ لاَوَْل  تَْعنَصَ ! امَ  سَْئِب 

اللهُا هُرُوزُیَ  نْمَ  رُوزُتَ  لاَأَ  کَْیَلإِ ! تُرْظََن  امَ  انَِتعَیشِ  نِْم 

؟ نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا هُرُوزُیَوَ  ءُایَِبْنلأَا  هُرُوزُیَوَ  هِکَِئلاَمَْلا  عَمَ 

So evil is what you have done. Were it not that you are one of our

partisans, I would never look at your face. You should have visited him who

is visited by Almighty Allah along with His angels, the Prophets, and the

.faithful believers

.I did not have any idea about that,” Wahab apologized“

:The Imam (‘a) added

رَیِمأَ َّنأَ  مْلَعْافَ 

هَِّمِئلأَا نَِم  اللهِا  دَْنعِ  لُضَْفأَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا 

مْهِِلامَعْأَ رِدْقَ  یلَعَوَ  مْهِِلامَعْأَ ، بُاوََث  هَُلوَ  مْهِِّلکُ ،

.اوُلِّضُف

So now, be it known to you that the Commander of the Faithful is more

favorable in the view of Almighty Allah than all the other Imams, and he has

the reward of their good deeds. They have preference to one another according

(to each one’s deeds.(1
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:According to another validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

رَثَکْأَ اًقْلخَ  اللهُا  قَلَخَ  امَ 

فَْلأَ نَوعُْبسَ  مٍوْیَ  َّلکُ  لُزِْنیََل  هَُّنإِوَ  هِکَِئلاَمَْلا ، نَِم 

مْهُ اذَإِفَ  هِِب ، نَوُفوطُیَفَ  رَومُْعمَْلا  تَْیبَْلا  نَوُتأْیَفَ  کٍلَمَ 

اوْتَأَ اهَِب  اوُفاطَ  اذَإِفَ  هِبَْعکَْلاِب ، اوُفاطَفَ  اوُلزََن  هِِب  اوُفاطَ 

َّمُث هِْیلَعَ ، اومَُّلسَفَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ِّیِبَّنلا  رَْبقَ 

اومَُّلسَفَ مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  رِیِمأَ  رَْبقَ  اوْتَأَ 

اومَُّلسَفَ مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  نِْیسَحُْلا  رَْبقَ  اوْتَأَ  َّمُث  هِْیلَعَ ،

مِوْیَ یَلإِ  اًدَبأَ  مْهُُلْثِم  لُزِْنیَوَ  .اوجُرَعَ  َّمُث  هِْیلَعَ ،

.هِمَایَقِْلا

Almighty Allah has not created a category of creatures bigger in number

than angels. Verily, seventy thousand angels descend everyday to

circumambulate the Much-Frequented House. Then, they circumambulate the Holy

.Ka`bah. Then, they visit the tomb of the Holy Prophet (s) to offer greetings

Then, they visit the tomb of Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), to

offer greetings. Then, they visit the tomb of Imam al-husayn (‘a) to offer

greetings. They then ascend back to the skies. Everyday and up to the Day of

.Resurrection, a similar number of angels descend and do the same thing

p: 75

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:257, H. 3 - - ` 1
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has also said

نْمَ

لاَوَ رٍِّبجَتَُم  رَْیغَ  هِِّقحَِب  اًفرِاعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  رَیِمأَ  رَازَ 

اللهُا رَفَغَوَ  دٍیهِشَ ، فِْلأَ  هَِئاِم  رَجْأَ  هَُل  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  رٍِّبکَتَُم 

، نَیِنِملآا نَِم  ثَعُِبوَ  رََّخأَتَ ، امَوَ  هِِبْنذَ  نِْم  مََّدقَتَ  امَ  هَُل 

اذَإِفَ هُکَِئلاَمَْلا ، هُْتلَبَْقتَسْاوَ  بَاسَحِْلا ، هِْیلَعَ  نََّوهَوَ 

تَامَ نْإِوَ  هُودُاعَ ، ضَرِمَ  نْإِفَ  هِِلزِْنمَ ، یَلإِ  هُْتعََّیشَ  فَرَصَْنإ 

.هِرِْبقَ یَلإِ  رِافَْغِتسْلإاِب  هُوعُِبتَ 

Verily, if one visits

the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) with full recognition of his right(1) without being
arrogant or conceited, Almighty

,Allah shall determine for him the reward of one hundred thousand martyrs

forgive his past and coming sins, include him with the secured group (on the Day

of Resurrection), and make easy for him the calling to account. He will be

also received by the angels. As he returns home (after the ziyarah), these

angels will visit him when he is ill. When he dies, these angels will follow

.him to his grave, imploring Almighty Allah to forgive him

p: 76

To recognize the right of Imam `Ali (‘a) is to acknowledge his divinely - - 1
commissioned leadership, to carry out the obligation of obedience to him and to

[accept him as the true successor of the Holy Prophet (s). [Translator
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:The Imam (‘a) also said

هِْیلَعَ نَْیسَحُْلا  رَازَ  نْمَوَ 

هٍَّجحِ فِْلأَ  بَاوََث  هَُل  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  هِِّقحَِب  اًفرِاعَ  مُلاََّسلا 

نِْم مََّدقَتَ  امَ  هَُل  رَفَغَوَ  هٍَلوُبْقمَ ، هٍرَمْعُ  فِْلأَوَ  هٍَلوُبْقمَ ،

.رََّخأَتَ امَوَ  هِِبْنذَ 

Whoever visits husayn (‘a) with full recognition of his right, Almighty

Allah will establish for him the reward of one thousand times an accepted hajj

Pilgrimage and one thousand times an approved `Umrah Pilgrimage, and will

(forgive all his sins, the past and the coming.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

انَتَیَلاَوِ ضَرَعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

، هِفَوکُْلا لُهْأَ  َّلاإِ  اهَْلبَْقیَ  مْلَفَ  رِاصَْملأَا ، لِهْأَ  یلَعَ 

هُدَْنعِ یِّلصَُیفَ  هٌورُکْمَ  هِیِتأْیَ  اًرْبقَ لاَ  اهَِبِناجَ  یَلإِ  َّنإِوَ 

.هِِتجَاحَ ءِاضَقَِب  اًرورُسْمَ  اللهُا  هُعَجَرَ  َّلاإِ  تٍاعَکَرَ  عََبرْأَ 

Almighty Allah had offered the loyalty of our leadership to the people

of the countries, but none accepted it except the people of Kufah. To the

side of this city, there is a tomb which no aggrieved one comes to visit and

offers a four-unit prayer therein except that Almighty Allah makes him return

(with the pleasure of having his request granted.(2

:Referring to Imam `Ali (‘a), Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said
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ایَ

ِّلکُِب هَُل  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  هِِّقحَِب  اًفرِاعَ  يِّدجَ  رَازَ  نْمَ  دٍرِامَ ، نَْب 

، دٍرِامَ نَْب  ایَ  .هًرَورُْبمَ  هًرَمْعُوَ  هًَلوُبْقمَ  هًَّجحِ  هٍوَطْخُ 

رِیِمأَ هِرَایَزِ  یِف  تْرََّبغَتَ  اًمدَقَ  رَاَّنلا  اللهُا  مُعِطُْی  امَ  اللهِاوَ 

نَْب ایَ  .اًبکِارَ  وْأَ  نَاکَ  اًیشِامَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا 

.بِهََّذلا ءِامَِب  ثَیدِحَْلا  اذَهَ  بُْتکْأُ  دٍرِامَ ،

O son of Marid, as for any one who visits the tomb of my grandfather

with recognition of his right, Almighty Allah shall decide for him the reward

of an acceptable hajj and admissible `Umrah for each step he takes. O son of

Marid, I swear by Allah that He shall never give to Hellfire a foot that was

dusted in the course of visiting the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), be he

(walking or riding. O son of Marid, write down this saying with golden ink.(3

p: 77

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:257, H. 1 - - ` 1

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:259, H. 7 - - ` 2
.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:260, H. 10 - - ` 3

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1763 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_77_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 78

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1764 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


General And Timed Visitations Of Imam `Ali’s Tomb

Point

Visits to Imam `Ali’s tomb are classified into general (that are made at any time) and
(. timed (that are made at certain times

General Visits

Shaykh al-Qummi, in Mafatih al-Jinan, has mentioned seven formulas of ziyarah of
Imam `Ali (‘a) that may be said when his tomb is visited at any time. The first formula

is reported from Shaykh al-Mufid, Shaykh al-Shahid, Sayyid Ibn Tawus, and other
scholars. The second and most important is the one known as ziyarah of aminullah to

.which a previous reference has been made

The earlier formula comprises some etiquettes to be carried out by the visitor from
the moment he leaves his house up to arriving in Kufah. Afterwards, the visitor is
advised to walk to the holy shrine of Imam `Ali (‘a) in the holy city of Najaf up to
uttering the formula of bidding the Imam farewell (known as wada`). This formula

also includes a form of ziyarah of Prophets Adam and Noah, the Holy Prophet
(Muhammad, and Imam al-husayn, peace be upon them all.(1

A greater number of general formulas of ziyarah has been mentioned by `Allamah al-
(Majlisi in Bihar al-Anwar.(2

Timed Visitations

There are four formulas of ziyarah to be said while visiting

p: 79

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 339-361 - - 1
.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:263-354 - - ` 2
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.the tomb of Imam `Ali (‘a) at special times

First, the formula of ziyarah to be said while visiting Imam `Ali’s tomb on the Day of
Ghadir is regarded as the most comprehensive, since it comprises the totality of
concepts and merits related to Imam `Ali (‘a). On the Day of Ghadir, Imam `Ali (‘a), by
divine command, was appointed the next leader, Imam, and vicegerent of the Holy
Prophet (s). On this day, which falls on the eighteenth of Dhu’l-hijjah, the Holy Prophet
(s) ordered all pilgrims to gather in a crossroad near a spring called Khumm and

(declared the famous sermon that is known as hadith al-Ghadir.(1

In the words of Shaykh al-Qummi, this formula of ziyarah has been reported through
many valid chains of authority from Imam `Ali ibn Muhammad al-Hadi al-Naqi (‘a)
when he visited his grandfather, Imam `Ali (‘a), and said this formula on the Day of

-Ghadir when Mu`tasim, the `Abbasid ruler, summoned him to Baghdad. Shaykh al

Mufid has also reported this formula, yet without mentioning its transmitters, from
(Imam hasan al-`Askari (‘a) on the authority of his fathers, peace be upon them.(2

About the merits of visiting Imam `Ali (‘a) on the Day of

p: 80

نْمَ لِاوَ  َّمهَُّللا  هُلاَوْمَ ، ٌّیِلعَفَ  هُـَلاوْمَ  تُْنکُ  نْمَ  ـَلاأَ  : hadith al-Ghadir reads, The Holy Prophet (s) said - - 1
Behold! `Ali is (now) the َرَاد. امـَُثْیحَ  هُعَمَ  َّقحـَْلا  رِدِأَوَ  هَُلذَخـَ  نْمـَ  لْذُخـْاوَ  هُرَصـََن  نْمـَ  رْصـُْناوَ  هُادَاعـَ ، نْمـَ  دِاعـَوَ  هُـَلااوَ 
master of every one who regards me as his master. O Allah, (please) support whoever
supports `Ali; and be the enemy of whoever incurs the hostility of `Ali; and aid
whoever aids `Ali; and forsake whoever forsakes `Ali; and make truth and rightness

.follow `Ali wherever he goes
.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:359, H. 6 - - ` 2
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:Ghadir, Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have said to Ahmad ibn Abi-Nasr

امَنَْیأَ رٍصَْن ، یِبأَ  نَْب  ایَ 

هِْیلَعَ نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  رِیِمأَ  دَْنعِ  رِیدِغَْلا  مَوْیَ  رْضَحْافَ  تَْنکُ 

هٍنَِمؤُْموَ نٍِمؤُْم  ِّلکُِل  رُفِْغیَ  یَلاعَتَ  اللهَا  َّنإِفَ  مُلاََّسلا ;

رِاَّنلا نَِم  قُِتْعیَوَ  هًنَسَ ، نَیِّتسِ  بَوُنذُ  هٍمَِلسُْموَ  مٍِلسُْموَ 

هِلَْیَلوَ رِدْقَْلا  هِلَْیَل  یِفوَ  نَاضَمَرَ  رِهْشَ  یِف  قَتَعْأَ  امَ  فَْعضِ 

.رِطْفِْلا

Listen, son of Abu-Nasr! Wherever you are, try your best to present

.yourself at the tomb of the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) on the Day of Ghadir

Verily, Almighty Allah, on this day, forgives the sins of sixty years of each

,faithful believer and Muslim individual, male and female. On this day too

Almighty Allah releases from Hellfire two times as many people as He releases

during the month of Ramazan, the Night of Qadr Night, and the Night of Eid

(al-Fitr.(1

Allamah al-Majlisi and Shaykh al-Qummi, in Bihar al-Anwar and Mafatih al-Jinan`
respectively, have mentioned other formulas of ziyarah to be addressed to Imam `Ali

.(‘a) on the Day of Ghadir. One of these formulas is the famous ziyarah of aminullah

Second, there is a special formula to be said on visiting the tomb of Imam `Ali (‘a) on
the anniversary of the Holy Prophet’s birthday. Shaykh al-Mufid, Shaykh al-Shahid in
Al-Mazar and Sayyid Ibn Tawus in Iqbal al-A`mal have reported that Imam al-Sadiq
(‘a) addressed a certain formula of ziyarah to Imam `Ali (‘a) on the anniversary of the
Holy Prophet’s birthday and then dictated it to Muhammad ibn Muslim al-Thaqafi, his

.trustworthy companion
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,This formula, which contains words ascribing virtue

p: 81

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:358, H. 2 - - ` 1
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knowledgeability, and struggle for the sake of Almighty Allah to Imam `Ali (‘a), as well
as statements declaring loyalty to him, renunciation of his enemies, and recognition of
his divinely commissioned leadership, has been recorded by `Allamah al-Majlisi, in

(Bihar al-Anwar, and Shaykh al-Qummi, in Mafatih al-Jinan.(1

Third, there is a special formula that is reported to be addressed to Imam `Ali (‘a)
when he is visited on the night and the day of the appointment of the Prophet to the
Divine Mission (al-mab`ath), which is widely and unanimously celebrated on the

(twenty-seventh of Rajab by the individuals of the virtuous community.(2

p: 82

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:358; Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al- - - ` 1
.Jinan, p. 374

It is historically known that the beginning of the Holy Prophet’s Divine Mission is - - 2
inseparably attached to the revelation of the Holy Qur'an, which undoubtedly was in
the month of Ramazan and, more specifically, on the Night of Qadr, as is maintained

The month of نُآرْقُْلا هِیِف  لَزِْنأُ  يذَِّلا  نَاضَمَرَ  رُهْشـَ  : by the following two verses of the Holy Qur'an
Surely, We ردْقـَْلا  هِلَْیَل  یِف  هُانَْلزَْنأَ  اَّنإِ  ( Ramazan is that in which the Qur'an was revealed. (2:185
revealed it on the grand night. (97:1) Therefore, a question is always asked: On which
date did the Holy Prophet’s Divine Mission start? However, to answer we say that the
public revelation of the first part of the Holy Qur'an was on the twenty-seventh of
Rajab, while its revelation as a whole to the Holy Prophet was in the month of
Ramazan and on the Night of Qadr. It is well-known that there were two kinds of
revelations of the Holy Qur'an: The first kind was the gradual, progressive (i.e. partial)
revelation, which lasted for a period of twenty-three years beginning with the Holy
Prophet’s Divine Appointment up to His departure from the material world. The other
kind was the entire revelation that took place in the month of Ramazan and on the
Night of Qadr, which is called the stage of perfection. Referring to this division in the

مٍیکِحَ نْدَُل  نِْم  تْلَِّصُف  َّمُث  هُُتایَآ  تْمَکِحْأُ  بٌاتَکِ  : revelation of the Holy Qur'an, Almighty Allah has said
This is a Scripture the revelations whereof are perfected and then expounded. It َرٍیِبخ

.comes from One Wise, Informed. (11:1) However, Almighty Allah knows best
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This formula has been reported by Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Shahid, and Sayyid Ibn Tawus
from whom `Allamah al-Majlisi reported it. However, he then commented that he had
not been acquainted with its chain of authority nor had he been informed about the
dedication of a special formula to this anniversary, although, he added, the matter is
one of the facts unanimously believed by the Shi`ah.(1) Shaykh al-Qummi has

.mentioned three different forms of this formula

Fourth, a special formula has been reported to be addressed to Imam `Ali (‘a) on the
.day of his martyrdom, the twenty-first of Ramazan

-Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, and Shaykh al-Saduq, in al

p: 83

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:383. Shaykh al-Qummi has put forth a - - ` 1
question as to why these two formulas of ziyarah that are dedicated to the
anniversaries of the Holy Prophet’s birthday and his Divine Mission are exclusively
addressed to Imam `Ali (‘a) rather than the Holy Prophet (s) himself. He then answers
that because Imam `Ali (‘a) is of the same self as the Holy Prophet (s), to visit him
should be the same as visiting the Holy Prophet (s). Furthermore, this dedication to
Imam `Ali (‘a) has been made to stress the precedence of Imam `Ali (‘a) over all the
other companions of the Holy Prophet (s). Nevertheless, he has been exposed to
impartiality in this regard. Shaykh al-Qummi then cites two traditions confirming this

.fact. See Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 378-379
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Amali, have reported that on the day when Imam `Ali (‘a) departed life as a martyr,
the place was convulsed with weeping and people were stunned just like the day of
the departure of the Holy Prophet (s). Weeping and hurrying, a man came repeating
the ritual statements of misfortune (i.e. We are Allah’s and to Him shall we return) and
saying, “This day has the vicegerency of the Holy Prophet (s) been interrupted.” When

:he arrived at the door of Imam `Ali’s house, he said

نِسَحَْلا اَباَ  ایَ  ّ_هُ  َ للا کَمَحِرَ 

… اًنامَ _ يإِ مْهُصَلَخْاَوَ  اًملاَسْإِ  مِوْقَْلا  لََّواَ  تَْنکُ 

May Allah have mercy upon you, O Abu’l-hasan (‘a). You were the first

…of all in accepting Islam and the most sincere of all in faith

All the attendants kept silent until this man finished his words. He then wept, causing
all the companions of the Holy Prophet (s) to weep. They then searched for the man,

(but in vain. It is believed that this man was al-Khizr (‘a).(1

(Visiting the Holy Imams (‘a

In addition to their emphasis on visiting the Holy Prophet, Imam `Ali, and Imam al-
husayn (peace be upon them all), the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have laid similar emphasis on
visiting the tombs of the Holy Imams (‘a) in general. This emphasis has been reported
by many traditions (some of which have been previously cited under the topic of
“Visiting the Holy Imams’ (‘a) Tombs”) which validate each other, some of which a

.reference will be made hereinafter

Zayd has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about

p: 84

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:355-379. Shaykh al-Qummi has noted that - - ` 1
the words of this formula of ziyarah are greatly similar to the words of the one

.dedicated to the anniversary of the Divine Mission
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the reward of one who visits the tomb of the Holy Prophet (s). The Imam (‘a)
:answered

.هِشِرْعَ یِف  اللهَا  رَازَ  نْمَکَ 

(It shall be as if he has visited Almighty Allah at His Throne.(1

?” Zayd further asked, “What is the reward of one who visits any one of you

:The Imam (‘a) answered

یَّلصَ اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  رَازَ  نْمَکَ 

.هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

He (who visits one of us) will be rewarded the same reward of one who

(has visited the Messenger of Allah.(2

sa ibn Rashid has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “May Allah accept me `»
as ransom for you! What is the reward of one who visits the tomb of husayn (‘a) and

?” offers a two-unit prayer therein

:The Imam (‘a) answered

.هٌرَمْعُوَ هٌَّجحِ  هَُل  تْبَِتکُ 

He will be given the reward of one hajj Pilgrimage and one `Umrah

.Pilgrimage

Is the same reward given to one who visits the tomb of any of the Imams, to whom“
:obedience is obligatory?” asked the reporter. The Imam answered

رَْبقَ یتَأَ  نْمَ  ُّلکُ  کَِلذَکَوَ 

.هُُتعَاطَ هٍضَرَتَْفُم  مٍامَإِ 
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The same reward will be given to any one who visits the tomb of any of

(the Imams, obedience to whom is obligatory.(3

Abd al-Rahman ibn Muslim has reported that he visited Imam al-Kazim (‘a) and`
asked, “Which is better: to visit the tomb of Imam `Ali (‘a), Imam al-husayn (‘a), or one

of

p: 85

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:145, H. 31 - - ` 1
.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:117, H. 5 - - ` 2

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 100:119, H. 18 - - ` 3
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(?” the other Holy Imams (‘a

:The Imam (‘a) answered

ایَ

رَازَ دْقَفَ  انََلَّوأَ  رَازَ  نْمَ  مٍِلسُْم ، نَْب  نِمَحَّْرلا  دَْبعَ 

یَّلوَتَ نْمَوَ  انََلَّوأَ ، رَازَ  دْقَفَ  اَنرَخِآ  رَازَ  نْمَوَ  اَنرَخِآ ،

یَّلوَتَ دْقَفَ  اَنرَخِآ  یَّلوَتَ  نْمَوَ  اَنرَخِآ ، یَّلوَتَ  دْقَفَ  انََلَّوأَ 

امََّنأَکَفَ اَنءِایَِلوْأَ  نِْم  دٍحَلأَِ  هًجَاحَ  یضَقَ  نْمَوَ  انََلَّوأَ ،

انَیِف بِْبحْأَوَ  انَْبِبحْأَ  نِمَحَّْرلا ، دَْبعَ  ایَ  .انَعِیمِجَِل  اهَاضَقَ 

نْمَ ضْغِْبأَوَ  اَنَّلاوَتَیَ  نْمَ  َّلوَتَوَ  انََّلوَتَوَ  انََل  بِْبحْأَوَ 

لِوسُرَ یلَعَ  ِّداَّرلاکَ  انَْیلَعَ  َّداَّرلا  َّنإِوَ  لاَأَ  .انَضُغِْبُی 

لِوسُرَ یلَعَ  َّدرَ  نْمَوَ  اَنِّدجَ ، هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا 

ایَ لاَأَ  .اللهِا  یلَعَ  َّدرَ  دْقَفَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا 

نْمَوَ اًدَّمحَُم ، ضَغَْبأَ  دْقَفَ  انَضَغَْبأَ  نْمَ  نِمَحَّْرلا ، دَْبعَ 

ضَغَْبأَ نْمَوَ  لاَعَوَ ، َّلجَ  اللهَا  ضَغَْبأَ  دْقَفَ  اًدَّمحَُم  ضَغَْبأَ 

امَوَ رَاَّنلا  هُیَِلصُْی  نْأَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ  اًقّحَ  نَاکَ  لاَعَوَ  َّلجَ  اللهَا 

.رٍیصَِن نِْم  هَُل 

O `Abd al-Rahman ibn

Muslim, he who visits the first of us has in fact visited the last of us and

he who visits the last of us has in fact visited the first of us. He who

shows loyalty to the first of us has in fact shown loyalty to the last of us
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and he who shows loyalty to the last of us has in fact shown loyalty to the

first of us. He who grants the needs of one of our loyalists, it is as if he

has granted it for all of us. O `Abd al-Rahman, bear love for us, bear love

for others on the basis of your love for us, and bear love for others for the

sake of your love for us. Show loyalty to us, show loyalty to those who are

loyalists to us, and detest those who detest us. Most surely, he who objects

to us is the same as those who object to our grandfather, the Messenger of

Allah, and he who objects to the Messenger of Allah (s) has in fact objected

to Almighty Allah. O `Abd al-Rahman, most surely, he who detests us has in

fact detested Muhammad (s), and he who detests Muhammad (s) has in fact

detested the All-exalted and All-majestic Lord, and whoever detests the

All-exalted and All-majestic Lord, it will be then binding on Allah to expose

(him to Hellfire and for him there shall be no helper.(1

p: 86

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 100:121, H. 26 - - ` 1
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Moreover, many traditions have conveyed the merits of visiting the tombs of each
one of the Holy Imams (‘a). In the previous discussion of visiting the tomb of the Holy
Prophet (s), we cited some traditions appertaining to the merits of visiting the tombs

of the Holy Imams (‘a) who are buried at al-Baqi` Cemetery. Let us now refer to more

.traditions in this respect

Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Dawud reported Ibn Sinan to have asked Imam al-Riza
((. (‘a) about the reward of one who visits the tomb of his father (Imam al-Kazim (‘a

:The Imam (‘a) answered

.هُرْزُفَ هَُّنجَْلا ،

.Paradise is the reward

(Therefore, you should visit him.(1

According to another tradition, Zakariyya ibn Adam al-Qummi is reported to have
:quoted Imam al-Riza (‘a) as saying

دَادَْغَب اَّجَن  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

.اهَیِف نَیِّیِنْیسَحُْلا  رِوُبُق  نِاکَمَِل 

Almighty Allah has delivered Baghdad from destruction because it

(contains the tombs of the descendants of husayn (‘a).(2

According to a number of traditions, the visitation to Imam al-Kazim’s tomb is similar

.in reward to visiting Imam al-husayn’s

According to another tradition, visiting the tomb of Imam al-Kazim (‘a) is similar to
visiting the tombs of the Holy Prophet (s) and Imam `Ali (‘a), although the latter enjoy

(special merits.(3

,Confirming the validity of each other, many other traditions
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p: 87

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:2, H. 5 - - ` 1

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:2, H. 6 - - ` 2
.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:4, H. 19 - - ` 3
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some of which have been validly transmitted, hold great merits for visiting the tomb of
(. Imam `Ali ibn Musa al-Riza (‘a

For instance, Ja`far ibn Muhammad ibn `Imarah has reported on the authority of his
father that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), on the authority of his fathers, quoted the Holy

:Prophet (s) as saying

یِّنِم هٌعَضِْب  نُفَدُْتسَ 

َّزعَ اللهُا  بَجَوْأَ  َّلاإِ  نٌِمؤُْم  اهَرُوزُیَ  لاَ  نَاسَارَخُ ، ضِرْأَِب 

.رِاَّنلا یلَعَ  هُدَسَجَ  مََّرحَوَ  هََّنجَْلا  هَُل  َّلجَوَ 

A piece of my flesh will be buried in Khurasan. No faithful believer

visits him but that Almighty Allah shall be bound to award him Paradise and

(prohibit Hellfire from consuming his body.(1

:According to another tradition, Imam al-Riza (‘a) has said

لٌوُتْقمَ َّلاإِ  اَّنِم  امَ  اللهِاوَ 

.دٌیهِشَ

.By Allah I swear, all of us will be killed as martyrs

.Who will kill you, O son of Allah’s Messenger?” the Imam (‘a) was asked“

:He answered

یِنامَزَ یِف  هَِّللا  قِْلخَ  ُّرشَ 

دِلاِبوَ هٍعَیضِمَ  رِادَ  یِف  یِنُنِفدْیَ  َّمُث  ِّمَّسلاِب  یِنُلُتْقیَ 

هَُل َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  هَُّللا  بَتَکَ  یِتَبرْغُ  یِف  یِنرَازَ  نْمَفَ  لاأَ  هٍَبرْغُ 

فِْلأَ هَِئاِموَ  قٍیِّدصِ  فِْلأَ  هَِئاِموَ  دٍیهِشَ  فِْلأَ  هَِئاِم  رَجْأَ 
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انَِترَْمزُ یِف  رَشِحُوَ  دٍهِاجَُم  فِْلأَ  هَِئاِموَ  رٍمِتَْعُموَ  ٍّجاحَ 

.انَقَیِفرَ هَِّنجَْلا  نَِم  یلَعُْلا  تِاجَرََّدلا  یِف  لَعِجُوَ 

The wickedest of all the creatures of Allah in my time will kill me

,with poison and will bury me in a lost place and a strange land. Verily

,whoever visits me in that far away land, Allah, the Almighty and Majestic

will record for him the reward of one hundred thousand martyrs, one hundred

,thousand veracious ones, one hundred thousand performers of hajj and `Umrah

and one hundred thousand strivers (i.e. warriors for Allah’s sake), and he

will be resurrected with us and made our companion in the highest ranks of

(Paradise.(2

p: 88

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:31, H. 1 - - ` 1

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:32, H. 2 - - ` 2
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Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), is reported to have quoted the Holy
:Prophet (s) as saying

ضِرْأَِب یِّنِم  هٌعَضِْب  نُفَدُْتسَ 

بٌِنذُْم لاَوَ  هُتََبرْکُ  اللهُا  سََّفَن  َّلاإِ  بٌورُکْمَ  اهَرَازَ  امَ  نَاسَارَخُ 

.هَُبوُنذُ اللهُا  رَفَغَ  َّلاإِ 

A piece of my flesh will be buried in Khurasan. No agonized person

visits him but that Allah shall certainly relieve him, and no sinful but that

(Allah shall certainly forgive him.(1

As for the merits of visiting the tombs of the other Holy Imams (‘a), Imam hasan ibn
`Ali al-`Askari (‘a) is reported, within the formula of ziyarah reported from to him, to

:have said

نٌامَأَ يأَرَ  نْمَ  َّرسُِب  يرِْبقَ 

.نِْیبَِناجَْلا لِهْلأَِ 

My tomb shall be in Samarra'. It is safety for the people of the two

(banks (of the river).(2

Imam `Ali al-Hadi (‘a) is reported to have taught one of his companions a supplicatory
:prayer, one of whose introductory paragraphs reads as follows

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهَاتْلأَسَ  دْقَوَ 

.يدِهَشْمَ یِف  هِِب  اعَدَ  نْمَ  بَِّیخَُی  َّلاأَ 

I have besought Allah, the Glorious and Majestic, not to disappoint any

(one who repeats this supplication at my shrine.(3

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1780 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_89_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_89_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_89_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Muhammad al-himyari is reported to have received a

p: 89

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:33, H. 10 - - ` 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:448, H. 2 - - 2
.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 50:127, H. 5 - - ` 3
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document from Imam al-Mahdi (‘a) comprising the method of visiting him and offering
.salutation to him

Apart from these unfamiliar reports, there have not been reported any other
traditions holding the merits of visiting the tombs of the other Holy Imams (‘a) except

.the general traditions to which we have referred in the previous discussions

At any rate, the quotations of special formulas of ziyarah that are dedicated to these
Holy Imams (‘a) have been founded on the fact that visits to their tombs are too clear
to require special texts, since they can be maintained by the large number of
traditions that confirm, generally or specifically, recommendation of such visits. This
may be the reason for the existence of special formulas of these Imams (‘a) in
reference books of ziyarah—such as Ibn Qawlawayh’s Kamil al-Ziyarat, Shaykh al-
Saduq’s al-Mazar, and Shaykh al-Mufid’s al-Mazar—whose compilers lived close to
the ages of the Holy Imams (‘a). In plain words, the existence of numerous and
detailed formulas as well as other brief formulas that are reported from the Holy
Imams (‘a) themselves clearly prove that this trend was established by the Holy
Imams (‘a) in their plans of building a virtuous community. They then taught their

(followers this trend and their followers, in turn, have taken it up since then.(1

Epilogue

Before closing this discussion, it seems suitable to mention, yet briefly, two significant
points, the details of which will be mentioned in another volume about the doctrinal

aspect

p: 90

Such formulas of ziyarah can be found in Mafatih al-Jinan and volumes 100-102 of - - 1
.Bihar al-Anwar
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.in the Ahl al-Bayt’s role in building a virtuous community

When visiting the tombs of the Holy Infallibles (‘a), a visitor is bindingly required to - 
avoid doing any act that may be understood as

ascribing partners to Almighty Allah or worshipping the one buried in the

.visited tomb

Owing to the seriousness of this issue, the Holy Imams (‘a) have emphatically warned
against such practices. In this respect, Zurarah has reported that he asked Imam al-

.Baqir (‘a) whether it was or was not permissible to offer a prayer among tombs

:The Imam (‘a) therefore instructed

لاَوَ اهَِللاَخِ  نَْیَب  ِّلصَ 

اللهُا یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  َّنإِفَ  هًلَْبِق ، اًئْیشَ  اهَْنِم  ذْخَِّتتَ 

هًلَْبِق يرِْبقَ  اوذُخَِّتتَ  لاَ  لَاقَوَ : کَِلذَ  نْعَ  یهََن  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ 

اوذُخََّتإ نَیذَِّلا  نَعََل  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِفَ  اًدجِسْمَ ; لاَوَ 

.دَجِاسَمَ مْهِءِایَِبْنأَ  رَوُبُق 

You may offer a prayer in the empty areas between tombs but, you must

never take any tomb as kiblah, since the Messenger of Allah (s), warned

against doing thus, “Do not take my tomb as kiblah or as place of

prostration, because Almighty Allah has cursed those who had taken the tombs

(of their prophets as places of prostration.”(1

According to another validly reported tradition, it has been instructively warned
:against circumambulating tombs. Al-halabi has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying
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، مٌِئاقَ تَْنأَوَ  بْرَشْتَ  لاَ 

لَعَفَ نْمَ  هَُّنإِفَ  عٍیقَِن ، ءٍامَ  یِف  لُْبتَ  لاَوَ  رٍْبقَِب ، فْطُتَ  لاَوَ 

.هُسَْفَن َّلاإِ  َّنمَوُلیَ  لاَفَ  ءٌیْشَ  هَُباصَأَفَ  کَِلذَ 

Do not drink (water) while you are standing up, do not circumambulate a

tomb, and do not urinate in stagnant water. If one violates these

instructions and, as a result, something bad happens to him, he should then

(blame none but himself. (2

p: 91

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 100:128, H. 7, as quoted from Shaykh al-Saduq’s - - ` 1
`. `Ilal al-Shara'i

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 100:126, H. 3. Having cited this tradition, the - - ` 2
author of the book assumed that circumambulating a tomb might have meant

excreting on a tomb, because the Arabic word ‘Taf’ may be interpreted as
circumambulation or excretion. He then cites points of evidence inferred from the
Arabic language and from other traditions to prove his claim. Actually, this assumption

is closer to reality than the earlier because it suits the other parts of the tradition all of
which concentrate on anticipation of a physical contaminant. However, Almighty Allah

.knows best
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Beyond doubt, this warning against taking the tombs as kiblah or prayer-places and
against circumambulating them, means that it is forbidden to make these tombs in
themselves kiblah by turning ones face towards them in prayer or prostrating before
them, but there is no objection when such tombs lie in the direction of the kiblah.
There is also no objection in establishing a mosque or a building around tombs. As
understood from the topic of the tradition and the ruling mentioned therein, this
warning is intended to avoid worshipping those buried in the tombs and deem worship

.of Almighty Allah far above all considerations

Confirming this fact, all formulas of ziyarah are focused on believing in Almighty Allah
as the One and Only God. They begin with statements of deeming Him greater than all
things, praising Him, and thanking Him for granting the opportunity to visit the tomb of
such holy persons, which is in fact a divine bliss. They strengthen the relationship
between people and their religious leaders, the Holy Prophet and Imams (peace be

upon them all) because they were the best individuals to establish the prayers, give
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alms, enjoin the right, forbid the wrong, strive for the sake of Almighty Allah just as
striving should be, and convey the messages of their Lord. In addition, these formulas

.include many other concepts of true monotheism

The tombs of the Holy Prophet and the Imams, peace be upon them all, are visited · 
because they carry the bodies of these great figures who “are alive and provided
sustenance from their Lord,” in the words of the Holy Qur'an. As a result, they hear
the words of their visitors and respond to their greetings and salutations. A visitor is
therefore required to derive from them all that he can attain when he visits them in
their lifetimes, to express loyalty to them, love for them, and feelings of contact with
them, to show them respect, to obey them, and to try his best to pattern his life after
their examples. A visit to their tombs must never be only a soulless, physical exercise
that expresses nothing but sanctification of dead, yet great, individuals and must

never be blind imitation of pagan practices that are far removed from belief in
Almighty Allah and the true eternal life of these holy persons. Such visits express
belief in the eternal existence of these holy persons who embody a divine content and
a special relationship with Almighty Allah. Once again, visits must be in response to the
divine command of showing loyalty to them, following their examples, supporting

.them, and showing them reverence

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

ِّیصِوَ لاَوَ  ٍّیِبَن  نِْم  امَ 

عَفَرُْی یَّتحَ  مٍاَّیأَ  هَِثلاََث  نِْم  رَثَکْأَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  یقَْبیَ  ٍّیِبَن 

عُضِاوَمَ یتَؤُْت  امََّنإِفَ  ءِامََّسلا ، یَلإِ  هُمُحَْلوَ  هُمُظْعَوَ  هُحُورُ 

مْهَُنوعُمَسْیَوَ مَلاََّسلا  دٍیعَِب  نِْم  نَوغَُّلبَُی  مْهَُّنلأَِ  مْهِرِاَثآ 

.بٍیرِقَ نِْم  مْهِرِاَثآ  عِضِاوَمَ  یِف 

When a prophet or a successor of a prophet dies, his soul, bones, and

flesh are raised to the heavens in less than three days. However, their graves
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are visited because they are conveyed the greetings of those who greet them

(from a distance and they can hear those who visit them at the place of their graves.(1

p: 93

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 100:130, H. 13, as quoted from Ibn Qawlawayh’s - - ` 1
Kamil al-Ziyarat. Apart from the meaning of raising to the heavens mentioned in this
tradition and elaborately discussed by `Allamah al-Majlisi, the most important point in

.this tradition is the last paragraph on which the Holy Imams (‘a) wanted to shed light
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Visiting Saints and the Imams’ (‘a) Descendants

Derived from the traditions that call attention to visiting the tombs of the Holy Prophet
(s) and Imams (‘a) and deal with the logic for and the outcomes of such visits, a
general trend of visiting, building, and frequenting these tombs has been created
among the milieus of the virtuous community. Moreover, the founding of many cities
has been the result of a shrine or a tomb of an Imam or a descendant of an Imam

therein, such as the cities of Najaf, Karbala, Qasim, hamzah, `Ali al-Sharqi, `Ali al-
Gharbi, and many other cities in both Iraq and Iran. Thousands of well-constructed
shrines of the Holy Imams’ (‘a) descendants or those related to them, as well as many

scholars and saints, can be seen in Iraq. In Iran, as well as other Muslim countries,
.thousands of shrines are established

:The most famous shrines after the shrines of the Holy Imams (‘a) are the following
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Al-`Abbas ibn `Ali (‘a) at Karbala - 

Muslim ibn `Aqil at Kufa - 

Al-Qasim the son of Imam Musa al-Kazim (‘a) in Iraq - 

Lady Fatimah al-Ma`sumah the daughter of Imam Musa al-Kazim (‘a) in the holy - 
(city of Qum(1

Sayyid Ahmad the son of Imam al-Kazim (‘a) at - 

Shiraz

(Sayyid `Abd al-`Azim al-hasani at Ray, southern Tehran(2 - 

Lady Zaynab bint `Ali (‘a) in Syria - 

According to one tradition her shrine is in Damascus, but according to another
(tradition her tomb is in Cairo, along with a shrine of Imam al-husayn’s head.(3

p: 95

About this great lady, some traditions hold that Imam al-Riza (‘a) has - - 1
Paradise is the reward هَُّنجَْلا. هُلَفَ  اهـَرَازَ  نْمَ  : recommended visiting her tomb in Qum, saying
of one who visits her. This tradition has been reported in the books of Kamil al-Ziyarat
by Ibn Qawlawayh and Thawab al-A`mal and `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza by Shaykh al-

.Saduq. See `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:265, H. 1
Some traditions, yet incompletely transmitted, hold that Imam hasan al-`Askari - - 2
(‘a) has likened a visit to the tomb of `Abd al-`Azim al-hasani to a visit of Imam

.husayn’s tomb. See `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:268
Historians disagree about the place of Lady Zaynab’s tomb. Some say that she - - 3
was buried in the outskirts of Damascus, others in Cairo, Egypt, and others in other
places. However, the first two burial places are familiarly known by the followers and
devotees of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) as well as by Muslims in general. About the burial place
of Imam husayn’s head there is also disagreement. Some believe that the head was
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buried in Damascus while others believe it to have been carried to Cairo and buried
there. However, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) generally believe that the head
was buried in Karbala with the Imam’s body by the captives when they returned from

.Kufah
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These tombs are frequently visited by the individuals of the virtuous community who
live in their vicinities. Usually and on certain nights and days, they gather at these

.tombs, which are visited by people coming from a distance and from other countries

The practice of visiting the tombs and reciting the formulas of ziyarah therein, by the
followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), is a weekly—if not a daily exercise for those who live

.nearby

Common Times of Ziyarah

Although there are no certain times for visiting the holy shrines of the Holy Prophet
(s), the Holy Infallibles (‘a) and their descendants, there are particular religious
occasions on which these shrines are visited with special interest and in large

.numbers because they provide the best opportunities for people to make a visit

For instance, the anniversaries related to the Holy Imams (‘a) or their descendants—
such as their birthdays, deaths, and martyrdoms—acquire a special reason for visiting

.the celebrated Imam (‘a) or holy person

Thursday nights and Fridays also hold a special significance because they are ritually
preferred to the other nights and days and because they represent the weekend of
Muslims. Traditions have mentioned great reward and merit for those who visit Imam

.al-husayn’s tomb on Thursday nights

p: 96
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.Other important days are the feast days because they are blessed holidays

In addition, the summer holiday is also a factor of encouragement since families find a
good opportunity to travel and practice the religious ritual of visiting, especially for
those who live in remote regions. Accordingly, on such occasions, some holy shrines,
such as those of Imam Riza, Imam al-husayn, Imam `Ali,(1) and Lady Zaynab in
Damascus, peace be upon them all, witness a great presence of visitors that

.sometimes amount to more than one million

Comprehensive Formulas of Ziyarah

In addition to the special formulas that are exclusively addressed to a certain holy
person while visiting his tomb, there are other comprehensive formulas that can be

p: 97

Under certain circumstances, the number of visitors to some holy shrines - - 1
decreases relatively because of the political conditions of the country in which these
shrines exist. For instance, there was a remarkable decrease in the number of the
visitors to the holy shrines in Iraq because the criminal regime of the Baathists were
hostile towards the visitors, banned such visits, and exerted pressure on them and on
all people generally. In Iran during the days of the eight-year Iraq-Iran war imposed

on Iran and due to the blockade exercised on the Islamic Republic of Iran by the
governments of the countries where followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) live, the number

of visitors to the holy shrines decreased. However, it can be obviously observed that
the number has began to incredibly increase these days, as reports have it that five
million persons presented themselves in the holy shrine of Imam Riza (‘a) to
participate in the pilgrimage of Arba`in last year, and three million for the pilgrimage

on al-Ghadir. On other occasions, several million present themselves at this holy
.shrine to celebrate other anniversaries
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addressed to all the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) at their holy shrines and the
.shrines of their descendants without exception

These comprehensive formulas comprise excellent texts, with respect to their
.linguistic structure, and include lofty all-inclusive contents with respect to denotation

:The most famous of these comprehensive formulas are the following

The briefest among all the other comprehensive formulas of ziyarah, the ziyarah of . 1
aminullah, to which a previous reference has been made, is the most highly
considered and most precise in content, in the words of Shaykh al-Qummi. Although
brief, this formula covers statements of greetings addressed to the visited holy
person, statements of praying to Almighty Allah for oneself, and statements of

.confidential talk with Him

Most comprehensive and most famous, the Major Comprehensive Formula of . 2
Ziyarah (al-Ziyarah al-Jami`ah al-Kabirah) is reported from Imam `Ali ibn

Muhammad al-Hadi (‘a). Describing this formula, `Allamah al-Majlisi states that it is
the most accurate with respect to its chain of authority, the most inclusive, the most

eloquent with respect to its expression, the most persuasive with respect to its
(meaning, and the highest in standing.(1

A number of scholars have undertaken the mission of explaining, elucidating, and
construing the paragraphs of this formula in general and the sections that give a

p: 98

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:144. Some details about this formula of - - ` 1
ziyarah have been mentioned in the pages 127-144 of this reference book. It has been

.also mentioned in Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi’s Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 544
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somewhat false impression in particular, trying their best to decode such mysterious

meanings in order to close the door in the face of any possible objection or criticism.
Amongst such scholars are `Allamah al-Majlisi, the father of the compiler of Bihar al-
Anwar, Sayyid Muhammad ibn `Abd al-Karim al-Tabataba'i, known as Sayyid al-

.Borojerdi, Sayyid `Abdullah Shabbar, and many others

The comprehensive formula of ziyarah known as al-Ziyarah al-Jami`ah li-A'immat . 3
al-Mu'minin (the Comprehensive Formula of Ziyarah of the Imams of the Faithful) has
been reported by Sayyid Ibn Tawus from the Holy Imams (‘a), in Misbah al-Za'ir. He
mentions certain etiquettes in this formula, practiced during the journey of visit.
Coming in the second place after the abovementioned Major Comprehensive

Formula, this formula includes highly considered doctrinal, social, and political imports.
(It has been also reported by `Allamah al-Majlisi as the fifth formula.(1

Ibn Qawlawayh, in Kamil al-Ziyarat, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, and Shaykh al- . 4
Saduq, in `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza and man-la-yahzuruhu’l-faqih, have reported that
Imam al-Riza (‘a), when asked about presenting oneself at the shrine of Imam Musa

:al-Kazim (‘a), said

You may pray in the mosques surrounding his tomb. It is however acceptable to say“
(: the following (form of Ziyarah) at all the shrines of the Imams (‘a

ءِایَِلوْاَ یلَعَ  مُلاََّسلاَ 

… هِِئاَّبحِاَوَ اللهِا  ءِانَمَأُ  یلَعَ  مُلاََّسلاَ  هِِئایَفِصْاَوَ  اللهِا 

Peace be upon Allah's friends and well-chosen ones! Peace be upon Allah's trustees
…and beloved ones

p: 99

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:162; Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al- - - ` 1
.Jinan, Appendix, pp. 577
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This formula of ziyarah is acceptable at all visits. You may then invoke Almighty Allah’s
blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household, peace be upon them all, by
mentioning their names respectively. You may also imprecate His curse on their
enemies and then pray to Him for any thing you wish for yourself as well as for the

(believing men and women.” This formula of ziyarah is brief and all-inclusive.(1

Amounting to fourteen, `Allamah al-Majlisi has referred to another set of

comprehensive formulas most of which have not been ascribed to any of the Holy
Imams (‘a); therefore, there is the probability that these formulas have been

.composed by ordinary people

Within the supplications on the Day of `Arafat, Shaykh al-Qummi has mentioned

another comprehensive formula of ziyarah ascribed by Sayyid Ibn Tawus to Imam al-
(Sadiq (‘a). However, this formula is lengthy and lacks confirmation.(2

In addition to these comprehensive formulas, the compilers of books regarding
ziyarah have mentioned other formulas dedicated to the days of the week. They have
therefore dedicated each day to one or more of the Holy Infallibles. Saturday is
dedicated to the Holy Prophet, Sunday to Imam `Ali ibn Abi-Talib, Monday to Imams

,hasan and husayn

Tuesday to Imams Zayn al-`Abidin, al-Baqir, and al-Sadiq, Wednesday to Imams al-
Kazim, al-Riza, al-Jawad, and al-Hadi, Thursday to Imam al-`Askari, and Friday to
Imam al-Mahdi, peace be upon them all. The compiler of Misbah al-Za'ir has added
Lady Fatimah al-Zahra' to the Holy Prophet, peace be upon them both, by dedicating

an

p: 100

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:126; Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al- - - ` 1
.Jinan, pp. 543

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:126-209; Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih - - ` 2
.al-Jinan, pp. 552
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.invocation of blessings upon her

The author of Bihar al-Anwar has also mentioned a tradition corroborating this
division of days along with formulas of ziyarah that are dedicated to each Imam (‘a)

(on his day and formulas of invocations of blessings upon each one of them.(1

p: 101

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 102:210-230 - - ` 1
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Chapter Two: The General Rituals Of Islam

Point

Rituals Of Specific Days And Nights

The Night of Qadr . 1

Id al-fiṭr and Eid al-Aḍḥā . ` 2

Thursday Night and Friday . 3

The Four Nights . 4

'Day of `Ashūrā . 5

AshūRā' and the Umayyads . ` 6

Other Days . 7

p: 103
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Rituals Of Specific Days And Nights

Point

Islam has defined certain laws and duties to be performed as religious rituals on
specified days and nights. For all Muslims, the first of Shawwal (Eid al-Fitr), the tenth
of Dhu’l-hijjah (Eid al-Azha), and Fridays are known to be days of performing certain
Islamic rituals. On the first two days, considered the most celebrated feast days in
Islam, a prayer similar to the congregational Friday Prayer is offered, but with a slight
difference. The ritual sermon is delivered after completing the prayer, while the
sermon of the Friday Prayer is delivered prior to the performance of the prayer. The
other difference is that the Friday Prayer is offered after midday, while the Eid Prayer

.is offered during the early hours of the day

On the two days of Eid, it is obligatory to give alms under a certain title. On Eid al-Fitr,
a poor-rate called zakat al-Fitrah (fast-breaking rate) must be paid, and on Eid al-
Azha, an offering must be made by a pilgrim who is performing the obligatory hajj.
Furthermore, it is highly recommended to give voluntary alms on these days,
especially in the form of slaughtering an animal as an offering by those other than
pilgrims performing the hajj. Other rituals and acts of worship, such as certain
supplications and exchanging visits among brethren-in-faith and relatives, are also

.highly advised and customarily carried out by Muslims

On Fridays, it is obligatory to hold the well-known Friday Prayer, of which an indication
has been made in the Holy Qur'an,(1) which is sometimes binding and at other times

p: 105

عَْیبَْلا اورُذَوَ  هَِّللا  رِکْذِ  یَلإِ  اوْعَسـْافَ  هِعَمُجُْلا  مِوْیَ  نِْم  هِالـََّصلِل  يَدِوُن  اذَإِ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهـَُّیأَ  ایـَ  : The Holy Qur'an reads - - 1
O نَوحُِلْفُت مْکَُّلعََل  ارًیِثکَ  هََّللا  اورُکُذْاوَ  هَِّللا  لِضْفَ  نِْم  اوغُتَْباوَ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  اورُشِتَْنافَ  هُالََّصلا  تِیَضُِق  اذَإِفَ  نَومُلَْعتَ  مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  مْکُِلذَ 
you who believe, when the call is made for prayer on Friday, then hasten to the
remembrance of Allah and leave off trading. That is better for you, if you knew. But
when the prayer is ended, then disperse abroad in the land and seek Allah's grace,

(and remember Allah much, that you may be successful. (62:9-10
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optional according certain conditions mentioned by scholars in their theses of
(. practical laws (Risalah

Suspending all their usual daily activities, Muslims dedicate the days of Eid to acts of
.worship and righteous deeds

The Night of Qadr is the most known amongst the nights specified for performing

specific rituals. It is the night that Almighty Allah has bestowed with special honor and
esteem, preferring it to one thousand months. It is also the night on which He

رِدْقَْلا هِلَْیَل  یِف  هُانَْلزَْنأَ  اَّنإِ   revealed the Holy Qur'an and specified for

رِدْقَْلا هُلَْیَل  امَ  كَارَدْأَ  امَوَ 

رٍهْشَ فِْلأَ  نِْم  رٌْیخَ  رِدْقَْلا  هُلَْیَل 

رٍْمأَ ِّلکُ  نِْم  مْهِِّبرَ  نِذْإِِب  اهَیِف  حُوُّرلاوَ  هُکَِئالَمَْلا  لَُّزنَتَ 

رِجْفَْلا عِلَطْمَ  یَّتحَ  یَهِ  مٌالَسَ 

.Begin with the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Surely, We revealed it on the grand night. And what will make you comprehend what

the grand night is? The grand night is better than a thousand months. The

angels and the Spirit descend in it by the permission of their Lord for every

(affair. Peace prevails until the break of dawn. (97:1-5

p: 106
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:He has also said

نَیرِذِْنُم اَّنکُ  اَّنإِ  هٍکَرَابَُم  هٍلَْیَل  یِف  هُانَْلزَْنأَ  اَّنإِ 

مٍیکِحَ رٍْمأَ  ُّلکُ  قُرَْفُی  اهَیِف 

نَیِلسِرُْم اَّنکُ  اَّنإِ  اَندِْنعِ  نِْم  ارًْمأَ 

.Surely, We revealed it on a blessed night. Surely, We are ever warning

Therein, every wise affair is made distinct, a command from Us. Surely, We

(are the senders of messengers. (44:3-5

There is a consensus among Muslims on honoring this blessed night, which falls in the
month of Ramazan as is understood from the Holy Qur'an, although there is

.disagreement as to which night of Ramazan it is

The Ahl al-Bayt’s Method Concerning the Rituals of Particular Days and Nights

In this discussion, I refer to the Islamic method preserved by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and
provided to the Muslim community through their knowledge of the religious code of

.law—one of their distinctive features

p: 107
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The Night Of Qadr

Point

In terms of honor, significance, and standing, the Night of Qadr is considered the most

important night in the whole year, since Almighty Allah has revealed an entire Surah
(i.e. chapter of the Holy Qur'an) with regard to it, introducing it as the night on which all
wise affairs are made clear. In addition, many traditions report the merit, distinction,
significance, and outcome of this night. Here are some examples in which the Holy

:Imams (‘a) are reported to have said

مَْل اهَیِف  هُکَِئلاَمَْلافَ 

هِلاَصَ نْدَُل  نِْم  هِمَحَّْرلاوَ  مِلاََّسلاِب  اهَِتحَِنجْأَِب  قُفِخْتَ  لْزَتَ 

.رِجْفَْلا عِوُلطُ  یَلإِ  بِرِْغمَْلا 

On the Night of Qadr, the angels keep on flapping their wings with

peace and mercy from the time of the sunset prayer (maghrib) up to the

.break of dawn

نْأَ بٍکَوْکَِل  ُّلحِیَ  لاَوَ 

.حَِبصُْی یَّتحَ  اهَیِف  هِِب  مَجَرُْی 

.On the Night of Qadr, no flaming asteroid is thrown until morning

لُمَعَْلاوَ هُدَابَعِْلاوَ 

.رٍهْشَ فِْلأَ  هِدَابَعِ  نِْم  رٌْیخَ  اهَیِف  حُِلاَّصلا 

On the Night of Qadr, worship and righteous acts are more valuable than

.the devotional acts of one thousand months

لُدِاعَُی اهَیِف  لُمَعَْلا 
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.رٍهْشَ فَْلأَ  اللهِا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  دِاهَجِْلِل  ؤَُّیهََّتلا 

Devotional acts on the Night of Qadr are equal (in reward) to preparing

(oneself to struggle for the sake of Allah for one thousand months.(1

p: 108

Refer to the exegesis of Surah al-Qadr (No. 97) in the following two reference - - 1
.books of tafsir: al-Durr al-Manthur and Nur al-Thaqalayn
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In conclusion, the merits of the Night of Qadr as inferred from the Holy Qur'an and
:Sunnah are

The Night of Qadr is an opportunity and a bliss that Almighty Allah has granted the . 1
individuals of this Muslim community so that they may express their existence and
embody their goals and aspirations by performing righteous acts, showing

repentance to Almighty Allah, and reverently imploring His Mercy. When he chooses
the most appropriate time for performing a deed, man can achieve whatever he
wishes to achieve and then give to his deeds great and expansive aspects and values
that should be more extensive than the defined term of man’s life in this world. This
fact is visible in some deeds performed under special circumstances and regarded as
the best time for doing them. For instance, the Holy Prophet (s), describing the
situation of Imam `Ali (‘a) when he responded to `Amr ibn `Abd-Wudd’s mocking

remarks against Islam and bravely fought and killed him in the Battle of al-Khandaq
:(the ditch), is reported to have said

مَوْیَ ٍّیِلعَ  هَُبرْضَ 

.نِْیلَقََّثلا هَدَابَعِ  لُدِْعتَ  قِدَْنخَْلا 

The stroke of `Ali on that day of the Battle of al-Khandaq is equal to

(. the total worship of both groups of creatures (men and jinn

This was because of its value in that specific time and under those special
.circumstances

The Night of Qadr is the night on which decrees about the affairs of humans are . 2
decided. In plain words, it is the

night wherein all divine decisions for the whole year are taken. Generally, divine
decisions are made according to universal (i.e. material) order and discipline and

according to the divine system that rules the sequence of causes and

p: 109
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effects. At other times, divine decisions are made according to divine commands that
are beyond the limits of the universal system. To this fact, the Holy Qur'an has

:referred in many verses, such as the following

رِصَبَْلاِب حٍمْلَکَ  هٌدَحِاوَ  اَّلإِ  اَنرُْمأَ  امَوَ 

(Our command is but as the twinkling of an eye. (54:50

نُوکُیَفَ نْکُ  هَُل  لَوقُیَ  نْأَ  ائًْیشَ  دَارَأَ  اذَإِ  هُرُْمأَ  امََّنإِ 

,His command, when He intends anything, is only to say to it, “Be” and

(it is. (36:82

The month of Ramazan is a time for the faithful to ascend the ranks of perfection by
performing acts of devotion, and also a time to gain Divine decisions that are

.compatible with Divine mercy

The Date of the Night of Qadr

Although traditions reported from the Holy Prophet (s) and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) agree
that the Night falls in the month of Ramazan, they disagree about its precise date.
Some traditions hold that such disagreement, or concealment, has been done on
purpose, and it is aimed at making the righteous people practice as many righteous
deeds, supplications, whispered prayers, and implorations to Him as possible. In this
respect, one of the Infallibles (‘a), when asked which night was the Night of Power

:(the twenty-first or the twenty-third of Ramazan), he did not identify it but said

امَ یِف  نِْیتَلَْیَل  رَسَْیأَ  امَ 

! بُُلطْتَ

.So easy it is to act on two nights in order to win one’s desire

اًرْیخَ لَعَْفتَ  نْأَ  کَْیلَعَ  امَ 

؟ نِْیتَلَْیَل یِف 
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?What will harm you if you act righteously on two nights

The nineteenth, twenty-first, and twenty-third nights of Ramazan are familiarly

known to be the Nights of Qadr. However, the last is the most confirmed, according to
the

p: 110
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many traditions available. This night is also called the Night of al-Juhani, one of the
Muslims who lived in the outskirts of Madinah. When al-Juhani asked the Holy Prophet
(s) to identify for him a night in which he should occupy himself exclusively in acts of
worship, the Holy Prophet (s) named the twenty-third night of Ramazan. Using this as
proof, traditions mention more acts of worship to be practiced on this night than any

(other night.(1

Devotional Acts on the Night of Qadr

Consistent with the nature of the Night of Qadr, the devotional acts dedicated to this
night are mostly common to the three nights. The acts are divided into two categories:

(. common (to the three nights) and particular (to each night

Traditions urge that the following acts be practiced on all three nights, one of which is
:expected to be the Night of Qadr

Bathe · 

Offer a two-unit prayer imploring divine forgiveness · 

Utter the supplication of release from Hellfire and granting of all requests in the · 
name of the Holy Qur'an

Utter the supplication of granting requests in the name of the Holy Qur'an and the
faithful believers and then beseech in the names of Almighty Allah and the Fourteen

(Infallibles (‘a

(Perform ziyarah of Imam al-husayn (‘a · 

Spend the whole night in acts of worship · 

p: 111

It is not inaccurate to say that these three nights are interrelated in the sense that - - 1
the first night is an introduction to the third, the second a preparation for it, and the
third the Night itself. Thus, the manner is perfected on the night of the twenty-third of

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1808 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_111_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.Ramazan
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Offer one hundred units of prayer, utter as many appeals for divine forgiveness as · 
possible, and supplicate for worldly and religious desires for oneself and one’s

parents, relatives, friends, and other believers, both alive and dead

Utter as many invocations of blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household (s) · 
as possible

Utter litanies of praise, thankfulness, glorification, and exaltation, exclaim God to be · 
:the Most Great, and profess Him as the One and Only God

Specific supplications have been mentioned for these nights. In this respect, Shaykh
al-Kaf`ami reports Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) prayed using the supplication that

:begins with the following statement

کََل تُْیسَْماَ  یِّنإِ  َّمهَُّللا 

… اًرّضَ لاوَ  اًعْفَن  یسِْفنَِل  کُِلْماَ  اًرخِادَ لاَ  اًدْبعَ 

O Allah: surely, I am on this evening Your passive slave; I have no

…control over harm or benefit to myself

Reading the famous Du`a' al-Jawshan al-Kabir and Du`a' al-Jawshan al-Saghir
supplications are also reported to be recommended on these nights since these two
supplications comprise verses expressing glorification of Almighty Allah as well as
proclamations of His greatness and declarations that He is the One and Only God.
These supplications can fill the whole night and thus fulfill the recommended act of

.spending the whole night in devotional acts

Seeking more religious knowledge—concerning religious laws, ethics, and concepts · 
—is regarded, in the words of Shaykh al-Saduq, as the best act one may perform on

(these nights(1

p: 112

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 225-226 - - 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1810 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_112_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.Besides these, there are certain acts dedicated to each of these three nights

Imploring divine forgiveness (istighfar) one hundred times and repeatedly invoking
His curse on the slayers of Imam `Ali (‘a) are two acts that are identified to be
performed exclusively on the nineteenth night. This is because on this night, Imam

`Ali (‘a) was fatally wounded by the poisoned sword of `Abd al-Rahman ibn Muljam,
.the accursed Kharijite

There are also two other supplications generally repeated on every night of
Ramazan, and on this night exclusively. The first supplication begins with this

:statement

:O Allah

…at the time of making decisions that are inevitable

یضِْقتَ امَیِف  لْعَجِْا  َّمهَُّللا 

… مِوُتحْمَْلا رِْملاَا  نَِم  رُِّدقَُتوَ 

:The second begins with the following statement

ِّلکُ لَْبقَ  نَاکَ  يذَِّلا  اذَ  ایَ 

… ءٍیْشَ

O He Who

…has always been there before all things

Being more probably the Nights of Power, the twenty-first and twenty-third nights of
Ramazan are marked by additional devotional acts. On the twenty-first night, the acts
and supplications of the last ten nights of Ramazan, distinguished by devotional acts,
also begin. On these nights, the Holy Prophet (s) used to fold his bed and ready himself

for worship. He furthermore used to confine himself to the mosque where a tent
.made of camel hair was set up for him
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Traditions have also laid emphasis on spending the twenty-first night of Ramazan

with prayers, supplications, invocations of blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his
Household (s), and cursing their enemies and oppressors. On this night, Imam `Ali (‘a)

departed life as a martyr; it is

p: 113
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(therefore advised to read his ziyarah.(1

The most probable Night of Qadr, the twenty-third night of Ramazan has other
special acts, including recitations from the Holy Qur'an, especially certain surahs such
as al-`Ankabut, al-Rum, and al-Dukhan, as well as repetition of Surah al-Qadr one
thousand times. It is also highly recommended to perform or read the ziyarah of

.Imam al-husayn (‘a) on this night

The following supplication to hasten the relief of Imam al-Mahdi (‘a) is highly
:recommended

هَِّجحُْلا کَِّیِلوَِل  نْکُ  َّمهَُّللاَ 

هِعَاَّسلا هِذِهَ  یِف  هِِئاَبآ  یلَعَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  کَُتاوَلَصَ  نِسَحَْلا  نِْبا 

لاًیِلدَوَ اًرصِاَنوَ  اًدِئاقَوَ  اًظِفاحَوَ  اًّیِلوَ  هٍعَاسَ  ِّلکُ  یِفوَ 

لاًیوِطَ اهَیِف  هُعَِّتمَُتوَ  اًعوْطَ  کَضَرْاَ  هُنَکِسُْت  یَّتحَ  اًنْیعَوَ 

(O Allah, (say

be” for Your representative, al-hujjah (the Proof), the son of hasan—Your“

,blessings be on him and on his forefathers—now and for all time, as our Imam

guardian, leader, helper, guide, and watcher such that You permit him to

.prevail on Your lands extending his reign forever

.It is of course highly advisable to repeat this supplication at all times

Some short supplications mentioned in reference books of supplications are also
.recommended for this night

Finally, it seems important to say that the days that follow the Nights of Qadr enjoy
special value and significance similar to the Nights of Qadr just as Thursday nights
(the eves of Friday) acquire special significance from Fridays. This is maintained by
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(validly reported traditions.(2

p: 114

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 227-234 - - 1
.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 236 - - 2
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id Al-FiṬr And `id Al-AḌḤā`

:The two days of Id merge with each other in a set of common laws

It is forbidden to fast on these two

.days

It is obligatory, or recommended under

certain conditions, to perform a special prayer the details and conditions

.of which are available in the books of practical laws by scholars

It is obligatory, or recommended under

.certain conditions, to defray a special poor-rate

It is recommended to supplicate Almighty

.Allah and exchange visits with brethren-in-faith

:Moreover, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have emphasized other matters for these two days

Carry out certain acts and utter certain

litanies and supplicatory prayers, especially on Id al-Fitr: In al-Sahifah

al-Sajjadiyyah, there is a supplication to be read exclusively on

.these two days

Bathe

Adorn oneself, use perfume, wear one’s

best clothes, and be clean

Perform the ziyarah of Imam
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(al-husayn (‘a

The

special merit of these two days doubles the reward of any recommended act

p: 115
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Thursday Nights and Fridays

Thursday nights and Fridays excel all other days in eminence and honor. In traditions
reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), Friday is described as a most luminous day. Every
hour Almighty Allah releases six hundred thousand persons from Hellfire, doubles
rewards for good deeds, erases the punishments of the evildoings committed

thereon, raises ranks, grants requests, relieves people from agonies, responds to
prayers, forgives sins, accepts repentance, sends sustenance, and takes vengeance

.against the offenders on behalf of the offended

:In this connection, let us cite three validly reported traditions

:Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as saying . 1

دُِّیسَ هِعَمُجُْلا  مَوْیَ  َّنإِ 

هِیِف وحُمْیَوَ  تِانَسَحَْلا  هِیِف  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  فُعِاضَُی  مِاَّیلأَا ؛

تِاوَعََّدلا هِیِف  بُیجِِتسْیَوَ  تِاجَرََّدلا  هِیِف  عُفَرْیَوَ  تِائَِّیَّسلا 

وَهُوَ .مَاظَعِْلا  جَِئاوَحَْلا  هِیِف  یضِْقیَوَ  تِاَبرُکُْلا  هِیِف  فُشِکْیَوَ 

اعَدَ امَ  .رِاَّنلا  نَِم  ءُاقَلَطُوَ  ءُاقَتَعُ  هِیِف  اللهِ  دِیزِمَْلا ؛ مُوْیَ 

اًقّحَ نَاکَ  َّلاإِ  هُتَمَرْحُوَ  هَُّقحَ  فَرَعَوَ  سِاَّنلا  نَِم  دٌحَأَ  هِیِف 

نَِم هِءِاقَلَطُوَ  هِءِاقَتَعُ  نِْم  هُلَعَجْیَ  نْأَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ 

ثَعُِبوَ اًدیهِشَ  تَامَ  هِِتلَْیَل  وْأَ  هِِموْیَ  یِف  تَامَ  نْإِفَ  .رِاَّنلا 

نَاکَ َّلاإِ  هَُّقحَ  عََّیضَوَ  هِِتمَرْحُِب  دٌحَأَ  َّفخَتَسْإ  امَوَ  اًنِمآ ،

نْأَ َّلاإِ  مََّنهَجَ  رَاَن  هُیَِلصُْی  نْأَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ  اًقّحَ 

.بَوُتیَ

Verily, Friday is the master of days. On Fridays, Almighty Allah

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1817 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(, doubles the rewards (for good deeds), erases punishments (for evildoing

raises ranks (of faith), responds to prayers, relieves people from

misfortunes, and grants grand requests. Friday is the day of bonus. Almighty

Allah, on Fridays, releases numerous individuals from Hellfire. When a person

prays to Him on Friday, believing in the true standing and the sanctity of

this day, it will be incumbent upon Almighty Allah to release that person

from Hellfire. If that individual dies on that day or its eve, he or she will

be considered like a martyr and be secure when resurrected (on the Day of

Judgment). Conversely, if anyone belittles the sanctity of this day and

disrespects its standing, it will be incumbent upon Almighty Allah to cast that

(person into Hellfire unless he or she repents thereafter.(1

p: 116
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:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said . 2

مٍوْیَِب سُمَّْشلا  تِعَلَطَ  امَ 

یَقَِل اذَإِ  رِْیَّطلا  مَلاَکَ  َّنإِوَ  .هِعَمُجُْلا  مِوْیَ  نِْم  لَضَْفأَ 

.حٌِلاصَ مٌوْیَ  مٌلاَسَ ، مٌلاَسَ  اًضْعَب : اهَضُْعَب 

Sunlight never fell on a day better than Friday. When birds meet each

(other on this day, they greet each other, saying: Peace! Good day!(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said . 3

مَوْیَ مْکُْنِم  قَفَاوَ  نْمَ 

هِیِف َّنإِفَ  هِدَابَعِْلا ، رِْیغَ  ءٍیْشَِب  َّنلَغِتَشْیَ  لاَفَ  هِعَمُجُْلا 

.هُمَحَّْرلا مُهِْیلَعَ  لَُّزنَُتوَ  دِابَعِْلِل  رُفَْغُی 

On Fridays, do not engage yourselves with anything other than acts of

worship, for the servants’ shortcomings are forgiven and Divine mercy descends

(on Fridays.(2

When meeting the qualifications and conditions mentioned by master jurisprudents in
.their theses of practical laws, it is also obligatory to perform the Friday Prayer

In addition, another set of recommended acts are performed on Thursday nights and
Fridays. The details of these acts can be referred to in books on supplications and

p: 117

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 30 - - 1

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 30 - - 2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1819 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_117_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_117_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


recommended acts. However, the following list comprises the most prominent of
:these acts

(Bathe (ghusl) on Fridays (some scholars deem this to be obligatory · 

Recite the Holy Qur'an, especially Surahs al-Kahf (No. 18), al-Rahman (No. 55), al- · 
(. Ahqaf (No. 46), al-Mu'minun (No. 23), and al-Waqi`ah (No. 56

Spend liberally on dependents, give alms, and do charitable acts, especially for one’s · 
family members

Wear dressy clothes, be neat and tidy, and use perfume · 

Offer special prayers, such as those attributed to the Holy Prophet, Imam `Ali, Lady · 
Fatimah al-Zahra', and Ja`far al-Tayyar (the two-winged), peace be upon them all, as
well as prayers attributed to the Holy Imams (‘a). Repeat as frequently as possible the

(. invocation of blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household (s

Read supplications and litanies dedicated to Fridays, such as Du`a' Kumayl, Imam · 
Zayn al-`Abidin’s Supplication on Friday, Du`a' al-Simat, and many others, such as

:the two supplications beginning with the following two statements respectively

اذَهَ یِف  أَّیهَتَ  نْمَ  َّمهَُّللا 

… َّدعَتَسْاوَ َّدعَاَ  وْاَ  أََّبعَتَ  وْاَ  مِوْیَْلا 

O Allah, if one, on this day, prepares oneself or takes pains or gets

 … ready

ِّلکُ دَهِاشَ  ایَ  َّمهَُّللا 

… يوَکْشَ ِّلکُ  عَضِوْمَوَ  يوَجَْن 

O Allah, Witness of all the secrets of the hearts, Hearer of all

…complaints
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Repeat the Four Statements of Glorification (al-Tasbihat al-Arba`ah) and the other · 
famous litanies

Read the ziyarah of Imam al-husayn (‘a) on Thursday nights and the Holy Prophet (s) · 
and the other Holy Imams (‘a) on Friday mornings. Visit graves and one’s brothers-in-

.faith

Learn about religious laws and affairs · 

p: 119
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The Four Eves

Point

The night before the Day of Id al-Fitr, the night before the Day of Id al-Azha, the eve
of the 1st of Rajab, and the eve of the fifteenth of Sha`ban are four nights having the

.same significance and merit and are recommended to be spent in acts of worship

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported, on the authority of his fathers, that Imam `Ali (‘a)
liked devoting himself to worship four nights in the year: the eve of the 1st of Rajab,
the eve of the 15th of Sha`ban, the night before Id al-Fitr, and the night before

(. immolation (Id al-Azha

:There are some common acts advised for these four nights. They are as follows

Read the ziyarah of Imam al-husayn (‘a)—an act performed on all distinctive nights · 
of the year, as is maintained from a general review of this act

Bathe on all these nights except the night before Id al-Azha · 

:Read the supplication that begins with the following statement · 

ایَ

هَِّیطِعَْلاِب نِْیدَیَْلا  طَسِاَب  ایَ  هِِّیربَْلا  یلَعَ  لِضْفَْلا  مَِئادَ 

O He Who is continuous in His Favor upon creatures! O He Who

!.... openhandedly bestows gifts

.Each one of these four nights is spent in worship

The Night Before Id al-Fitr

Numerous traditions talk about the merits of spending this night in acts of worship.
Reports say that this night is not
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:less significant than the Night of Qadr. Recommended acts

Bathe · 

Spend the night in acts of worship, such as prayers, supplications, entreaties for · 
divine forgiveness; stay overnight in mosques

Utter the “Four Statements of Exclaiming Almighty Allah’s Greatness” (al-Takbirat al- · 
Arba`ah) immediately after Sunset, in the Evening, at Dawn, and during Id Prayers

Offer a variety of prayers in order to pass the whole night in acts of worship · 

(Read the ziyarah of Imam al-husayn (‘a · 

:Read the supplication that begins · 

ایَ

هَِّیطِعَْلاِب نِْیدَیَْلا  طَسِاَب  ایَ  هِِّیربَْلا  یلَعَ  لِضْفَْلا  مَِئادَ 

O He Who is continuous

!.... in His Favor upon creatures! O He Who openhandedly bestows gifts

The Night Before Id al-Azha

The doors of the skies are opened on this blessed night. Special supplications are
reportedly read on this night while stopping at al-mash`ar al-haram (the

Sacred Place of Rituals) by those performing the hajj Pilgrimage rites. Other
devotional acts, in addition to spending the night in acts of worship, offering prayers,

:and supplicating include

(Read the ziyarah of Imam al-husayn (‘a · 

:Read the supplication that begins · 

ایَ
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هَِّیطِعَْلاِب نِْیدَیَْلا  طَسِاَب  ایَ  هِِّیربَْلا  یلَعَ  لِضْفَْلا  مَِئادَ 

O He Who is continuous

!.... in His Favor upon creatures! O He Who openhandedly bestows gifts

p: 121
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(Offer a six-unit prayer with special recitations.(1 · 

It is not improbable to say that bathing on this night is one of its recommended acts,
although no tradition confirms it. However, this act has been seen as a phenomenon

.attached to the acts of all blessed nights and days. Yet, Almighty Allah knows best

It is also remarkable that nothing important has been mentioned in traditions about
the devotional acts on this night, nor have books on devotional acts and supplications
mentioned any special act for this night. The reason may be that the acts of this night

.have come within the rituals of the hajj Pilgrimage

The Eve of the 1st of Rajab

A set of acts mentioned in books on recommended acts and supplications on this
:blessed night are

:Bathe. Some scholars report the Holy Prophet (s) to have said · 

بٍجَرَ لَِّوأَ  یِف  لَسَتَغْإ  نِمَ 

.هُُّمأُ هُْتدََلوَ  مِوْیَکَ  هِِبوُنذُ  نِْم  جَرَخَ  هِرِخِآوَ  هِطِسَوَوَ 

If one bathes himself on the first, middle, and last of Rajab, he will

be released from all of his sins and return pure of sins just as on the day

.of his birth

(Read the ziyarah of Imam al-husayn (‘a · 

Offer a variety of prayers dedicated to this night · 

(Read some supplications dedicated to this night(2 · 

p: 122
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reported in connection with the night of Id al-Fitr, it came to include the night of Id al-
”. Azha, as maintained by the expression “the night of Id

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 140-141 - - 2
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The Eve of the 15th of Sha`ban

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have honored and glorified this exceptionally blessed night. For
example, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported that when Imam al-Baqir (‘a) was asked

:about the merits of the eve of mid-Sha`ban, he said

دَْعَب یِلایََّللا  لُضَْفأَ  یَهِ 

رُفِْغیَوَ هُلَضْفَ  دَابَعِْلا  اللهُا  حُنَمْیَ  اهَیِف  رِدْقَْلا ، هِلَْیَل 

; اهَیِف یَلاعَتَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  هَِبرْقُْلا  یِف  اودُهِتَجْافَ  هِِّنمَِب ، مْهَُل 

َّدرُیَ َّلاأَ  هِسِْفَن  یلَعَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  یَلآ  هٌلَْیَل  اهََّنإِفَ 

هُلَْیَّللا اهََّنإِوَ  .هَیَصِْعمَْلا  اللهَا  لِأَسْیَ  مَْل  امَ  اهَیِف  لاًِئاسَ 

هَلَْیَل لَعَجَ  امَ  ءِازَإِِب  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  انََل  اللهُا  اهَلَعَجَ  یِتَّلا 

اللهِا ءَاعَدُ  یِف  اودُهِتَجْافَ  مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ  انَِّیِبنَِل  رِدْقَْلا 

.هِْیلَعَ ءِانََّثلاوَ  یَلاعَتَ 

,It is the most favorable night after the Night of Qadr. On this night

Almighty Allah bestows His favors upon His servants and grants them His

pardon out of His conferral of benefit to them. Therefore, you should exert

all efforts to seek nearness to Him on this night, because He—the Majestic

and Honorable—has decided not to reject any asker as long as he does not ask

for an act of disobedience to Him. Almighty Allah has chosen this night for

us, the Ahl al-Bayt, in the same way as He has chosen the Night of Qadr for

our Prophet, peace be upon him. You should thus pray and thank Him

(diligently.(1
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According to another validly reported tradition, Zurarah asked Imam al-Baqir (‘a) to
:say something about the eve of mid-Sha`ban. The Imam (‘a) thus said

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  رُفِْغیَ 

لُزِْنُیوَ بٍْلکَ ، يرَْغُم  رِْعشَ  دِدَعَ  نِْم  رَثَکْلأَ  هِقِْلخَ  نِْم  اهَیِف 

یَلإِوَ ایَْنُّدلا  ءِامََّسلا  یَلإِ  هًکَِئلاَمَ  اهَیِف  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا 

.هََّکمَِب ضِرْلأَا 

On this night, Almighty Allah forgives as many of His creatures as the

hairs on the horses of the Kalb Tribe. He also orders angels to descend to

(the lowest sky and to the earth—Makkah.(2
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One of the most magnificent blessings of the last hours of this night is that the Twelfth
.Imam al-Mahdi, may Allah hasten his Relief, was born in the year AH 255

In addition to the general recommendation of passing this night in devotional acts,
:specific acts reported are

Bathe, for it results in alleviating the punishments for one’s sins · 

Read the ziyarah of Imam al-husayn (‘a): many traditions have come that lay stress · 
.on the significance of this ziyarah, as previously cited

Read special supplications, one of which is the famous Du`a' Kumayl Supplication,
immediately after offering the Shaf` Prayer during the last hours of the night

Invoke blessings of Almighty Allah upon the Holy Prophet and his Immaculate · 
(Household (s

Offer special prayers, one of which is the famous prayer attributed to Ja`far al- · 
Tayyar

Perform the prostrations the Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have performed on this · 
(night(1

p: 124
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The Four Blessed Days

Point

The four most blessed days of the year are the 27th of Rajab (the Day of Divine
Mission), the 17th of Rabi` I (the Holy Prophet’s birthday), the 18th of Dhu’l-hijjah (the

(. Day of Ghadir), and the 25thof Dhu’l-Qa`dah (the Day of Spreading the Earth

These days enjoy great merits. It is therefore better to introduce them according to
the traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), and present all the devotional acts
.dedicated to these days and mentioned in books on devotional acts and supplications

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) reported fasting on these days as equal in reward to fasting for
.sixty months

The Day of Divine Mission

The Day of Divine Mission, the 27th of Rajab is the day on which the Holy Prophet (s)
was practically designated as a Messenger of Almighty Allah and his Prophethood was

:revealed to him. The recommended acts on this day are as follows

Bathe · 

Fast · 

Repeatedly invoke blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Immaculate Household · 
((s

(Read ziyarah of the Holy Prophet (s) and Imam `Ali (‘a · 

Offer a special twelve-unit prayer, with each two units separated by a taslim · 
statement, done in a special way, followed by recitation of the Holy Qur'an and a

special litany

p: 125
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Read the supplication that is reported from Imam Musa al-Kazim (‘a) who recited it · 
on his way to Baghdad when Harun, the `Abbasid ruler, ordered his police forces to

summon the Imam (‘a) to Baghdad after being arrested on this day

The eve of the Day of Divine Mission is also a blessed night for which certain acts of
(worship are dedicated.(1

The Holy Prophet’s Birthday

The 17th of Rabi` I is a blessed day on which the Holy Prophet (s) was born according
to the most famous traditions believed as authentic by the Twelver Imamiyyah

.Shi`ah

:The following devotional acts are recommended

Bathe · 

Fast · 

Perform the ziyarah of the Holy Prophet (s) directly by visiting his holy tomb or · 
indirectly by addressing him with definite statements of salutation from afar. It is also

(. recommended to perform or read ziyarah of Imam `Ali (‘a

(Offer a special prayer followed by a special supplication cited for this day(2 · 

The Day of Ghadir

According to traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), the Day of Ghadir, the 18th
of Dhu’l-Hijjah, is considered

p: 126
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the most significant of all festival days. On this day, Imam `Ali, the Commander of the
Faithful (‘a), was appointed as the successor and Imam after the Holy Prophet (s).
Immediately after the completion of the last ritual pilgrimage of the Holy Prophet (s),
known as the Farewell Pilgrimage, this declaration came and subsequently the Holy
Prophet (s) ordered all Muslims to swear allegiance to Imam `Ali (‘a) as their next
leader. This took place at a crossroad where the Holy Prophet (s) ordered all Muslims

to gather to hear his declaration and appointment of Imam `Ali (‘a) as their next
:leader. At this very place, he received a divine revelation, saying

سِاَّنلا نَِم  کَمُصِْعیَ  هَُّللاوَ  هُتََلاسَرِ  تَْغَّلَب  امَفَ  لْعَْفتَ  مَْل  نْإِوَ  کَِّبرَ  نِْم  کَْیَلإِ  لَزِْنأُ  امَ  غِّْلَب  لُوسَُّرلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O Messenger, deliver what has been revealed to you from your Lord. And

if you do it not, then you have not delivered His message. And Allah will

(protect you from the people. (5:67

Having received this divine command, the Holy Prophet (s) climbed a pulpit made of
:the saddles of camels and stated

اذَهَفَ هُلاَوْمَ  تُْنکُ  نْمَ 

.هُادَاعَ نْمَ  دِاعَوَ  هُلاَاوَ  نْمَ  لِاوَ  َّمهَُّللا  .هُلاَوْمَ  ٌّیِلعَ 

Behold! `Ali is now the master of everyone who has regarded me as his

master. O Allah, (please do) support whoever supports `Ali and be the enemy

(of whoever incurs the hostility of `Ali…(1

This declaration came after the Holy Prophet (s) had called the audience to witness
that he had conveyed the Divine Message perfectly, and that he had a greater claim

.on the faithful believers than they had on themselves

This event has been reported by Muslim traditionists and

p: 127
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.historians of various sects

After this declaration, Almighty Allah revealed the verse known as the Verse of
,Perfecting the Religion, which reads

انًیدِ مَالَسْإِْلا  مُکَُل  تُیضِرَوَ  یِتمَْعِن  مْکُْیلَعَ  تُمْمَْتأَوَ  مْکُنَیدِ  مْکَُل  تُْلمَکْأَ  مَوْیَْلا 

This day have I perfected for you your religion and completed My favor

(on you and chosen for you Islam as a religion. (5:3

Traditions that are reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have also confirmed that making

the Day of Ghadir a feast day is based on the Holy Prophet’s instruction to Imam `Ali
(‘a) to do so. In this respect, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported on the authority of `Abd
al-Rahman ibn Salim that his father asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), whether Muslims have

.other feast days besides Id al-Fitr, Id al-Azha, and Fridays

:The Imam (‘a) answered

.هًمَرْحُ اهَمُظَعْأَ  مْعََن ،

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  هِیِف  بََّصَن  يذَِّلا  مُوْیَْلا 

هُلاَوْمَ تُْنکُ  نْمَ  لَاقَوَ : مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  رَیِمأَ 

...هُلاَوْمَ ٌّیِلعَفَ 

Yes, they have. There is still the holiest feast day, which falls on

the day when the Messenger of Allah (s) appointed the Commander of the

Faithful, Imam `Ali (‘a), as his successor and the coming leader of the

Muslim community. On that day, the Holy Prophet (s) declared, ‘Whoever has

…’ regarded me as his master must now regard `Ali as his master

?” The Imam (‘a) was asked, “What are the acts that should be done on that day
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:He (‘a) instructed

p: 128
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َّزعَ اللهَا  نَورُکُذْتَ 

لِآوَ دٍَّمحَمُِل  رِکِّْذلاوَ  هِدَابَعِْلاوَ  مِایَِّصلاِب  هِیِف  هُرُکْذِ 

یصَوْأَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  َّنإِفَ  دٍَّمحَُم ;

کَِلذَکَوَ اًدیعِ ، مَوْیَْلا  کَِلذَ  ذَخَِّتیَ  نْأَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  رَیِمأَ 

کَِلذَِب مْهُءَایَصِوْأَ  نَوصُوُی  اذَِل  هًَّفاکَ ، ءُایَِبْنلأَا 

.اًدیعِ هَُنوذُخَِّتیَفَ 

On this day, mention Allah and Glorify His

remembrance by fasting, doing devotional acts, and mentioning the Holy

Prophet and his Household (s). The Holy Messenger of Allah (s) instructed the

,Commander of the Faithful (‘a) to celebrate this day as a feast day. Similarly

all the prophets used to order their successors to celebrate the eighteenth

(of Dhu’l-hijjah as a feast day.(1

:Another tradition reads

رُُمأْتَ تَْناکَ  ءَایَِبْنلأَا  َّنإِفَ 

ذَخََّتُی نْأَ  ُّیصِوَْلا  هِیِف  مُاقَُی  نَاکَ  يذَِّلا  مَوْیَْلا  ءَایَصِوْلأَا 

.اًدیعِ

The prophets used to order the days on which they nominated successors

(to be taken as feast days.(2

Other traditions have referred to a historical root for this day holding that, on this day,
Almighty Allah accepted the repentance of Prophet Adam (‘a) who, as a result,
observed fasting as an expression of thanking Him for this grace. It is also the day on
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which Almighty Allah delivered Prophet Abraham (s) from the fire—he therefore
observed fasting as an expression of thanking Him for this grace. On this day too,
Prophet Moses (‘a) appointed Prophet Aaron (‘a) as his successor and he therefore
observed fasting as an expression of thanking Him for this grace. It is also the day on
which Prophet Jesus (‘a) declared Simon the Zealot as his successor and observed
fasting as an expression of thanking Him for this grace. It is finally the day on which

Prophet Muhammad (s) declared Imam `Ali (‘a) as his

p: 129

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 7:323, H. 1 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 7:323, H. 2 - - 2
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successor, demonstrating `Ali’s excellence and worthiness for this position. This day
is therefore a day of fasting, worship, establishment of good relations with brethren-
in-faith, and attainment of the All-beneficent Lord’s pleasure, in addition to being a

(day of showing defiance to Satan.(1

In books of devotional acts and supplications, a set of acts has been mentioned to be
:done on this day

Bathe · 

Fast · 

(Perform or read the ziyarah of Imam `Ali (‘a · 

Offer certain prayers that are dedicated to this day · 

Supplicate and thank Almighty Allah for this great grace of the divinely designated · 
leadership of Imam `Ali (‘a). In his book of Iqbal al-A`mal, Sayyid Ibn Tawus has cited

.a set of long supplications to be read on this day

Adorn, dress up, and express joy and pleasure · 

Give generously, grant the requests of those asking for them, show regard to
relatives, present gifts to dependents, and serve food to the faithful believers in

general, and those observing fast on this day in particular

p: 130

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 7:327, H. 12. Apart from the authenticity of - - 1
these traditions as a whole or some of their details, the Day of Ghadir is still one of the
holy days in which the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took special interest, regarding it as a joyful day

.to be celebrated by the Muslim nation and the virtuous community
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Visit one’s brethren-in-faith, shake hands with them, fraternize with them, and send · 
them presents

(Repeatedly invoke blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household (s · 

(Pay greater attention to acts of worship and obedience to Almighty Allah(1 · 

The Day of Spreading the Earth

The 25th of Dhu’l-Qa`dah is celebrated as the Day of Spreading the Earth because
:Imam al-Riza (‘a) is validly reported to have said

تْیَحِدُ ضَرْلأَا  َّنإِ 

، مِوْیَْلا اذَهَ  یِف  هِفََّرشَمُْلا  هِبَْعکَْلا  تِحْتَ  نِْم  تْطَسَبَْناوَ 

اهَیِف دَِلوُوَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  مَیهِارَْبإِ  دَِلوُ  هِِتلَْیَل  یِفوَ 

.مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَ  مَیَرْمَ  نُْب  یسَیعِ 

On the twenty-fifth of Dhu’l-Qa`dah, Prophet Abraham, peace be upon

him, was born, and Prophet Jesus son of Mary (peace be upon them both) was

born, and the earth was spread on the water where the Holy Ka`bah is now

situated. Hence, if one observes fasting on this day, he will earn the reward

(of fasting for sixth months.(2

On this day, it is reported that the Holy Ka`bah descended from the heavens down to
(. earth and Divine mercy descended on Prophet Adam (‘a

Thus we can recognize the significance of this day, which signifies the creation of the
earth and the Much-Frequented House and the descending of Divine mercy down to
the earth. Moreover, on this day, Prophets Abraham and Jesus, peace be upon them,

.were born
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:In books of devotional acts and supplications, a set of acts is mentioned for this day

Fast · 

Bathe · 

Offer a special prayer of two units in each of which Surah al-Fatihah is recited once · 
and Surah al-Shams repeated five times. After completing this prayer before noon, a

.special supplication is read

Read a supplication that is specified for this day and reported by Shaykh al-Tusi in · 
Misbah al-Mutahajjid

Perform or read the ziyarah of Imam al-Riza (‘a), as maintained by Sayyid al-Damad · 
in his epistle entitled al-Arba`at Ayyam

Perform acts of worship and remember Almighty Allah as much as possible. The · 
(same acts are recommended for the night before the Day of Spreading the Earth.(1

p: 132

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 248-250 - - 1
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’The Day Of ‘Āshūrā

The 10th of Muharram, the Day of `Ashura' is the day on which Imam al-husayn ibn
`Ali (‘a), the Holy Prophet’s grandson and the son of the Veracious Lady Fatimah al-
Zahra' (‘a), was slain. The Imam (‘a) was martyred in such an astounding way that its
like cannot be found in the history of humankind. The Imam (‘a), eighteen family

members, and approximately seventy companions—among whom were old men,
master scholars, grand Sahabah (companions of the Holy Prophet (s)), Tabi`un
(followers of the Holy Prophet’s companions), as well as children, women, boys, youth,
adolescents, and an infant son of Imam Husayn (‘a). They were all slain after they
were besieged and prevented from obtaining water to drink such that they departed
this life thirsty—and this for no crime other than their refusal to swear allegiance to

.Yazid, the notorious tyrant

Along with his family members and companions, Imam al-husayn (‘a) fought bravely,
showing the highest degree of resoluteness, steadfastness, endurance, maintenance

of principles, and high moral standards in dealing with events, sparing no efforts in
making clear the truth and goals for which they were ready to sacrifice their lives. As a

.result, they left a great impact on the progress of Islam and humanity

We have already discussed the results of this event and explained the rites related to
.it

To the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt and the individuals of the virtuous community,
`Ashura' is seen as a day of expressing grief and sorrow. Following the example of
the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), all the individuals of the virtuous community,

like no other day, participate in

p: 133
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.such rites and hold large meetings

There are certain etiquettes and rites for this day. The most important of these are
:the following

Perform ziyarah of Imam al-husayn (‘a). An earlier indication has been made to the · 
.special formula of ziyarah on this day

Hold sessions commemorating Imam al-husayn’s martyrdom, express sorrow and · 
weep for him, read the story of his martyrdom, and practice other acts of condolence

.previously referred to

Refrain from striving for any worldly benefit. In this respect, Imam al-Riza (‘a) is · 
:reported to have said

یَْعَّسلا كَرَتَ  نْمَ 

ایَْنُّدلا جَِئاوَحَ  هَُل  اللهُا  یضَقَ  ءَارَوشُاعَ  مَوْیَ  هِجِِئاوَحَ  یِف 

هِِنزْحُوَ هِِتبَیصُِم  مَوْیَ  ءَارَوشُاعَ  مُوْیَ  نَاکَ  نْمَوَ  هِرَخِلآاوَ ،

هِرِورُسُوَ هِحِرَفَ  مَوْیَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  اللهُا  لَعَجَ  هِِئاکَُبوَ 

ءَارَوشُاعَ مَوْیَ  یَّمسَ  نْمَوَ  هُُنْیعَ ، هَِّنجَْلا  یِف  انَِب  تَّْرقَوَ 

یِف هَُل  كْرَابَُی  مَْل  اًئْیشَ  هِیِف  هِِلزِْنمَِل  رَخََّداوَ  هٍکَرََب  مَوْیَ 

نِْب اللهِا  دِْیبَعُوَ  دَیزِیَ  عَمَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  رَشِحُوَ  رَخََّدإ  امَ 

.اللهُا مُهُنَعََل  دٍْعسَ  نِْب  رَمَعُوَ  دٍایَزِ 

If one refrains from striving

for any worldly benefit on the tenth of Muharram, Almighty Allah will grant

him all his needs for this world and the world to come. If one considers the

tenth of Muharram a day of sadness and weeping, Almighty Allah will make the Day
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of Resurrection a day of delight and happiness; and he will be delighted with

us in Paradise. If one considers the tenth of Muharram to be a blessed day

and stores up any annual nutriment on this day, Almighty Allah will not bless

that which he stored up and will add him to the gang of Yazid, `Ubaydullah

(ibn Ziyad, and `Umar ibn Sa`d—may Allah curse them all.(1

p: 134

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 10:394, H. 7 - - 1
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Exchange such words of condolence with · 

believers: “May Allah magnify our rewards for suffering the misfortune of Imam

al-husayn’s martyrdom, and may He include you and us with the group of

those who demand vengeance for him with his heir, Imam al-Mahdi (‘a), successor

(.” of the Household of Prophet Muhammad (s

Serve food and water to the believers · 

and participants of processions

Curse and declare renunciation of those · 

who slew Imam al-husayn (‘a), and those who approved of their crime and

imitated them up to the Day of Resurrection

,Repeat Surah al-Tawhid (al-Ikhlas · 

No. 112) as much as possible

'The Umayyads and `Ashura

The Umayyads used to deem blessed the tenth of Muharram, i.e. the Day of `Ashura',
and regard it as a day of feast and celebration. They set themselves against the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) to mislead the Muslims and divert them from the reality of the events that
took place on the tenth of Muharram and the goals of Imam al-husayn’s uprising
against them. They forged many lies against the Holy Prophet (s) in this connection
and fabricated many sayings with regard to fasting on this day and getting its
blessings. Al-Bukhari and Muslim reported Ibn `Abbas as having said, “I have not
seen the Prophet (s) laying so much stress on fasting on any day like the day of

.” `Ashura' or any month like the month of Ramazan

They also reported Abu-Musa al-Ash`ari as saying, “The (Jewish) people of Khaybar
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used to fast on the day of `Ashura', taking it for a joyful day and ordering their

p: 135
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women to put on the best of their jewelry and clothes. Seeing them, the Prophet (s)
(ordered us to fast on that day, too.”(1

From the totality of the traditions reported in Sunni and Shi`ite reference books of
hadith in this regard, we can conclude that the tenth of Muharram was an exceptional
day for the Arabs of the pre-Islamic era and the Jews who used to take it as a feast
day. The Holy Prophet (s) also used to fast on this day, but when the obligatory fasting

.of the month of Ramazan was revealed, he abandoned fasting on this day

However, the Umayyads, after slaying Imam al-husayn (‘a), revived this tradition and
made it a day of feast, blessing, and celebration. To further solidify the matter, they
seduced some Sahabah under promise of money to testify to such abandoned and
abrogated traditions to wreak vengeance upon the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and conceal the
grave crime they had committed. Al-Bukhari, Muslim, al-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Dawud
reported `A'ishah to have said, “In the pre-Islamic era, the people of Quraysh, as well
as the Prophet (s), used to fast on the day of `Ashura'. When he settled in Madinah, he
sometimes fasted on that day and sometimes overlooked it. When the fasting of the
month of Ramazan was decreed, the Prophet (s) abandoned fasting on the day of

(`Ashura'. Therefore, you may fast on it or forsake it.”(2

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported that Najiyyah ibn
'. al-harith al-`A(3)ar asked Imam al-Baqir (‘a) about fasting on the day of `Ashura

p: 136

Mansur `Ali Nasif, al-Taj al-Jami` lil-Usul 2:90. Other traditions are found on pages - - 1
.88-92 of the same book

.Mansur `Ali Nasif, al-Taj al-Jami` lil-Usul 2:89 - - 2
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:The Imam (‘a) answered

رِهْشَ لِوزُُنِب  كٌورُْتمَ  مٌوْصَ 

.هٌعَدِْب كُورُْتمَْلاوَ  نَاضَمَرَ ،

Fasting on this day has been repealed by the divine command of fasting in

the month of Ramazan. To perform an abrogated matter is considered innovation

(. bid`ah)

Najiyyah then asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about the same issue and received the same

(. answer given to him by Imam al-Baqir (‘a

:The Imam (‘a) then added

امَأَ

هٌَّنسُ هِِب  تْرَجَ  لاَوَ  بٌاتَکِ  هِِب  لَزََن  امَ  مٍوْیَ  مُوْصَ  هَُّنإِ 

هِْیلَعَ ٍّیِلعَ  نِْب  نِْیسَحُْلا  لِتَْقمَِب  دٍایَزِ  لِآ  هََّنسُ  َّلاإِ 

.مُلاََّسلا

Verily, to take this day (of `Ashura') as a day of fasting is neither determined

by any Divine Book nor accepted as a norm, except as invented by the Family

(of Ziyad on account of their slaying husayn ibn `Ali, peace be upon him.(1

:According to another well-reported (hasan) tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

نِْم هُُّظحَ  نَاکَ  هُمَاصَ  نْمَ 

.دٍایَزِ لِآوَ  هََناجَرْمَ  نِْبا  َّظحَ  مِوْیَْلا  کَِلذَ  مِایَصِ 

If one fasts on the day of `Ashura', he will be rewarded nothing but
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the recompense of the son of Marjanah (i.e. `Ubaydullah) and the family of

.Ziyad

?” The reporter asked, “What was their recompense on that day

:The Imam (‘a) answered

! رُاَّنلا

.رِاَّنلا یَلإِ  بُِّرقَُی  لٍمَعَ  نِْموَ  رِاَّنلا  نَِم  اللهُا  اَنذَاعَأَ 

Fire! May Allah save us

(from the Fire and from any act that advances one towards it.(2

p: 137
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Shaykh al-Saduq, in `Ilal al-Shara'i`, has reported that `Abdullah ibn al-Fazl al-
Hashimi once asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) how it came about that the people regarded

.the Day of `Ashura' as a day of celebration

:The Imam (‘a) wept and then said

هِْیلَعَ نُْیسَحُْلا  لَِتُق  اَّمَل 

هَُل اوعُضَوَفَ  دَیزِیَ  یَلإِ  مِاَّشلاِب  سُاَّنلا  بََّرقَتَ  مُلاََّسلا 

اوعُضَوَ اَّمِم  نَاکَفَ  لِاوَْملأَا ، نَِم  زَِئاوَجَْلا  اوذُخَأَوَ  رَابَخْلأَا 

سُاَّنلا لَدِْعیَِل  هٍکَرََب  مُوْیَ  هَُّنأَوَ  مِوْیَْلا  اذَهَ  رُْمأَ  هَُل 

حِرَفَْلا یَلإِ  نِزْحُْلاوَ  هِبَیصِمُْلاوَ  ءِاکَُبْلاوَ  عِزَجَْلا  نَِم  هِیِف 

انَنَْیَب اللهُا  مَکَحَ  .هِیِف  دِادَْعِتسْلإاوَ  كُِّربََّتلاوَ  رِورُُّسلاوَ 

.مْهُنَْیَبوَ

When husayn, peace be upon him, was slain, the people of Sham tried to

win the favor of and pay court to Yazid. They fabricated narrations to his benefit

and, in return, received financial prizes from him. One of these fabricated

matters was that they made up many things regarding this day, introducing it

as a day of blessing so that the people would show joyful appearance, seek

its blessings, and ready themselves for festivals instead of showing sorrow

and weeping, and taking this day as an unfortunate day, and expressing

(sadness. May Allah judge between us.(1

It is therefore necessary for every righteous Muslim individual to be on one’s guard
against this perverted act that aims at misleading the Muslims and driving them away
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.from the historical truth and the noble standing of this great day

p: 138

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 44:270. A tradition that is reported in Wasa’il al- - - ` 1
.Shi`ah 7:341, H. 7 demonstrates the same meaning
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Other Specific Days

Point

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) informed the individuals of the virtuous
community of other blessed days significant because of incidents that took place

.thereon

Day of Mubahalah: Invoking Allah’s Curse upon the Lying Party

On the 24th of Dhu’l-hijjah, the Holy Prophet (s) entered upon a mutual invocation of
curse (i.e. Mubahalah)(1) with the Christians of Najran saying that each party would
invoke Almighty Allah’s curse upon the lying party so that the truthful party would be
distinguished and the lying party cursed. Readying himself for this challenge, the Holy
Prophet (s) put on a garment, covered Imam `Ali, Lady Fatimah al-Zahra', Imam

hasan, and Imam al-husayn—peace be upon them—with it, and supplicated Almighty

:Allah, saying

ِّلکُِل نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  َّمهَُّللا 

.هِْیَلإِ قِْلخَْلا  ُّصخَأَ  مْهُ  تٍْیَب  لُهْأَ  ءِایَِبْنلأَا  نَِم  ٍّیِبَن 

سَجِّْرلا مُهُْنعَ  بْهِذْأَفَ  یِتْیَب ؛ لُهْأَ  ءِلاَؤُهَوَ  َّمهَُّللا 

.اًریهِطْتَ مْهُرِّْهطَوَ 

O Allah, verily, each Prophet had family members who were the nearest

to him. O Allah, these are my Household, so (please) remove uncleanliness

.from them and purify them with a thorough purification

p: 139

Mubahalah is a method of exchanging curses between two parties each of which - - 1
claim truthfulness. Hence, a party challenges the other and they agree on imprecating
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the curse of Almighty Allah on the lying party. Following this method, the Holy Prophet
(s) challenged the Christians after they had denied his saying that Prophet Jesus (‘a)
was a mortal human being whom Almighty Allah created from dust, just like Prophet
Adam (‘a). Due to their denial, the Holy Prophet (s) called them to enter upon a mutual

invocation of curse with him so that the lying party would be cursed by Almighty Allah.
.This incident has been documented by the Holy Qur'an
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Immediately after that, Archangel Gabriel descended carrying the Verse of
(: Purification (Ayat al-Tathir

ارًیهِطْتَ مْکُرَِّهطَُیوَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  سَجِّْرلا  مُکُْنعَ  بَهِذُْیِل  هَُّللا  دُیرُِی  امََّنإِ 

Allah only desires to keep away the uncleanliness from you, O people of

(the House, and to purify you a thorough purifying. (33:33

Subsequently, the Holy Prophet (s) accompanied this Household as his partners in the
invocation of Almighty Allah’s curse upon the lying party. As soon as the Christians’
eyes fell on the Holy Prophet’s Household (s), they realized that those individuals were
the most truthful and that chastisement would be the share of any one who opposed
them. They, therefore, did not dare to participate in that invocation and, instead, they

(. agreed to pay a tribute (jizyah) to the Holy Prophet (s

,Recording this great incident, the Holy Qur'an says

لْعَجْنَفَ لْهِتَْبَن  َّمُث  مْکُسَفُْنأَوَ  انَسَفُْنأَوَ  مْکُءَاسَِنوَ  اَنءَاسَِنوَ  مْکُءَانَْبأَوَ  اَنءَانَْبأَ  عُدَْن  اوَْلاعَتَ  لْقُفَ  مِْلعِْلا  نَِم  كَءَاجَ  امَ  دِْعَب  نِْم  هِیِف  کََّجاحَ  نْمَفَ 
نَیِبذِاکَْلا یلَعَ  هَِّللا  تَنَْعَل 

But whoever disputes with you in this matter after what has come to you

of knowledge, then say: Come let us call our sons and your sons and our women

and your women and our near people and your near people, then let us be

(earnest in prayer, and pray for the curse of Allah upon the liars. (3:61

There are certain recommended acts to be carried out on this anniversary, such as
bathing, fasting, offering a special

p: 140
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prayer, and saying a special supplication.(1) The method of this prayer can be seen in
.Shaykh al-Tusi’s book of Misbah al-Mutahajjid

On this day too, Imam `Ali (‘a), while offering a prayer and, more precisely, in
genuflection (bowing position), gave his ring as alms to a poor man who was begging

:in the mosque. Therefore, Almighty Allah revealed the following holy verses

نَوعُکِارَ مْهُوَ  هَاکََّزلا  نَوُتؤُْیوَ  هَالََّصلا  نَومُیقُِی  نَیذَِّلا  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  هُُلوسُرَوَ  هَُّللا  مُکُُّیِلوَ  امََّنإِ 

نَوُبِلاغَْلا مُهُ  هَِّللا  بَزْحِ  َّنإِفَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هََّللا  َّلوَتَیَ  نْمَوَ 

Only Allah is your

actual leader and His Messenger and those who believe, those who keep up

prayers and pay the poor-rate while they bow down. And whoever takes Allah

and His messenger and those who believe as guardians, then surely the party

(of Allah are they that shall be triumphant. (5:55-56

The Twenty-Fifth of Dhu’l-hijjah

On this blessed day, Surah al-Dahr (or al-Insan No. 76) was revealed praising the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) for they had observed fasting for three consecutive days and given their
fast-breaking food to a poor man, an orphan, and a captive, respectively, for three
days. In view of this, the adherents of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are required to imitate their

.leaders on these three days and give alms to the poor

The Day of `Arafat; the Ninth of Dhu’l-hijjah

The Day of `Arafat is one of the most significant days of the year. However, we will
.shed light on the rites of this day in a coming chapter on the hajj Pilgrimage

p: 141

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 282 - - 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1857 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_141_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Conclusion

After this review of the most significant nights and days of the year, it seems proper
to discuss the general trend that can be concluded from this review. In this
connection, we may face a number of issues the most important of which are the

:following

First Issue: These holy nights are generally spent in acts of worship, because the night
enjoys the distinctive feature of privacy with Almighty Allah through confidential
prayers which are one kind of devotional act. The other feature of such nights is

.physical and moral purity represented by bathing

Second Issue: The joyful holy days emphasize bathing, perfuming oneself, and
dressing up They are also marked by social activities that affect even the prayers on
these days, such as the Friday and the Id congregational prayers. On these days too,
emphasis has been laid on exchanging visits, spending, and doing charitable acts, as

.well as other social activities

Third Issue: These particular nights and days require us to express our loyalty to and
love for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) as well as bond ourselves with them, pattern our acts after
their examples, glorify their deeds, and declare renunciation of their enemies. Such
deeds symbolize a general aspect that includes all the holy nights and days. This can
be seen obviously through confirmations in the visitations of Imam al-husayn (‘a) and
Imam `Ali (‘a), invoking of Almighty Allah’s blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his

.Household (s), and joining these days and nights to anniversaries related to them

Fourth Issue: Fasting, in its capacity as a devotional act, enjoys distinction on such
holy days. Although it is forbidden to observe fasting on the two days of Id, fasting

p: 142
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on the other holy days is highly advised. As for Fridays, no special confirmation for
fasting has been made in traditions except in special cases, such as when asking for
having one’s request granted or completing a three-day fast that begins on

.Wednesdays

Fifth Issue: Such holy days and nights are distributed among the devotional seasons
in most of the months of the year, including Rajab, Sha`ban, Ramazan, Shawwal,
Dhu’l-Qa`dah, Dhu’l-hijjah, and Rabi` I. If we combine the special anniversaries of

.the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), the holy days and nights will cover almost the whole year

Sixth Issue: The majority of these rites and recommended acts represent part of the
general sketch the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have set forth for educating
their followers spiritually and morally, building unwavering willpower within them,
taking them towards self-perfection, and healing all their psychological and spiritual

.defects

Seventh Issue: Noticeably, these special days and nights, are seen as extensions of
Fridays, the two days of Id, Thursday nights, and the Nights of Qadr. In plain words,
the rites and activities of these days and nights form the origin from which the rites
and activities of the other holy days have branched out. This leads us to the
conclusion that the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) about the merits of these days and
nights have been the outcome of their expansive knowledge of the Islamic law or

:their genuine and veritable view of Islamic law on the strength of Imam `Ali’s saying

فَْلأَ اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  یِنمََّلعَ 

.بٍاَب فُْلأَ  بٍاَب  ِّلکُ  نِْم  یِل  حُِتفَْنیَ  مِْلعِْلا ، نَِم  بٍاَب 

The Messenger of Allah (s) taught me a thousand doors of knowledge each

.door of which opens before me another thousand doors

p: 143
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p: 144
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Chapter Three: Mosques And Holy Places

Point

The Ahl al-Bayt’s View about Holy Places

Rules of Mosques

The Holy House, the Sacred Mosque, and Makkah . 1

The Prophet’s Mosque . 2

Mosques of Madinah . 3

Kufah and its Mosques . 4

(The Holy Shrine of Imam al-husayn (‘a . 5

Other Mosques and Holy Places . 6

p: 145
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Mosques and Holy Places

Point

Mosques and holy places are privileged in the Ahl al-Bayt’s view and characterized by
expansiveness, all-inclusiveness, and profundity. A ‘holy place’ is one of the items

upon which all Muslims agree unanimously and all divine religions accept with
admissibility. To the Muslims, the general title of a holy place is mosque (masjid) which

:is the Muslims’ place of worship to which the Holy Qur'an has referred many times

نَِم اوُـنوکُیَ  نْأَ  کَِـئَلوأُ  یسـَعَفَ  هََّللا  اَّلإِ  شَخْیَ  مَْلوَ  هَاکـََّزلا  یتَآوَ  هَالـََّصلا  مَاقـَأَوَ  رِخِآْـلا  مِوْیـَْلاوَ  هَِّللاِـب  نَمَآ  نْمَ  هَِّللا  دَجـِاسَمَ  رُمُْعیَ  امـََّنإِ 
نَیدِتَهْمُْلا

He only shall tend Allah's mosques that believes in Allah and the Last

Day and observes proper worship and pays the poor-due and fears none save

.Allah. For such only is it possible that they can be of the rightly guided

(9:18)

نَودُوعُتَ مْکُأَدََب  امَکَ  نَیِّدلا  هَُل  نَیصِِلخُْم  هُوعُدْاوَ  دٍجِسْمَ  ِّلکُ  دَْنعِ  مْکُهَوجُوُ  اومُیِقأَوَ 

Set your faces upright toward Him at every masjid and call upon

Him, making religion pure for Him only. As He brought you into being, so

(return you to Him. (7:29

ادًحَأَ هَِّللا  عَمَ  اوعُدْتَ  الَفَ  هَِّلِل  دَجِاسَمَْلا  َّنأَوَ 

The mosques are only

(for Allah, so pray not to anyone along with Allah. (72:18

The Role of Mosque

The word ‘masjid’ is the Muslim term for a place of worship. For instance, a place for
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public worship for a Christian is a church, a place for Jewish worship is a temple, and a
place of meeting for Jewish or Sabaean worship is a synagogue. Referring to all these

:terms, the Holy Qur'an says

p: 147
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نَِم اوُـنوکُیَ  نْأَ  کَِـئَلوأُ  یسـَعَفَ  هََّللا  اَّلإِ  شَخْیَ  مَْلوَ  هَاکـََّزلا  یتَآوَ  هَالـََّصلا  مَاقـَأَوَ  رِخِآْـلا  مِوْیـَْلاوَ  هَِّللاِـب  نَمَآ  نْمَ  هَِّللا  دَجـِاسَمَ  رُمُْعیَ  امـََّنإِ 
نَیدِتَهْمُْلا

,Had there not been Allah's repelling some people by others, certainly

,there would have been churches, temples, synagogues, and mosques pulled down

in which Allah's name is much remembered. And surely, Allah will help him who

(helps His cause. Most surely, Allah is Strong, Mighty. (22:40

Mosques were not just restricted to worship but played a significant role in Islamic

legislation, Islamic culture, education, general activities, and political and spiritual
mobilization. In the earliest period of Islam, mosques were used for administration of
the affairs of the Islamic state, administration of justice, and judgment of disputes.
Mosques were thus devotional, cultural, political and social foundations that played
effective roles in Muslim communities and gained the sacredness, veneration, and

.respect of all

Thus, we come upon a large number of traditions, reported from the Holy Prophet
and his noble Household (s), about the laws, etiquettes, and affairs of mosques as well
as how to venerate, sanctify, and construct them materially and devotionally. Such
traditions also include the reward of frequenting, praying in, and occasional

(confinement to mosques.(1

p: 148

Books of Muslim jurisprudence and hadith have dealt with all these aspects in - - 1
various chapters, the most important of which are the sections on the place of prayer

(. within Book of Prayer (kitab al-salat
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The Ahl al-Bayt’s View about Holy Places

In the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), other holy places are also sacred, including the
homes and holy shrines of the Holy Prophet and his Household (s) and places that are
historically associated with prophets and saints who had offered prayers there or

.other events related to them took place there

Some holy texts show that the Holy Qur'an pays considerable attention to historical
sites and monuments that embody the movements, circumstances, and deeds of
these personalities, especially their praise of Almighty Allah, and the necessity of

.strengthening such sites and events historically

This idea can be fundamentally concluded from the confirmation of some historical
events, the establishment and practice of some rites, and the concepts that the Holy
Qur'an has established as a part of the features of the Islamic mission. It can be also

.concluded from some Prophetic traditions

:Let us now refer to some features involved

First: Relating the story of the Sleepers of Ephesus, the Holy Qur'an confirms that the
believers who prevailed on the affairs of the people of that time, decided to erect a
mosque over the graves of the Sleepers as a sign of exalting the incident of these

:righteous men who had rejected paganism and tyranny

مْهُُّبرَ اًنایَْنُب  مْهِْیلَعَ  اوُنْبا  اوُلاقَفَ  مْهُرَْمأَ  مْهُنَْیَب  نَوعُزَانـَتَیَ  ذْإِ  اهـَیِف  بَْیرَ  اَـل  هَعَاَّسلا  َّنأَوَ  ٌّقحَ  هَِّللا  دَـعْوَ  َّنأَ  اومُلَْعیَِل  مْهِْیلَعَ  اَـنرْثَعْأَ  کَِلذَکـَوَ 
ادًجِسْمَ مْهِْیلَعَ  َّنذَخَِّتنََل  مْهِرِْمأَ  یلَعَ  اوُبلَغَ  نَیذَِّلا  لَاقَ  مْهِِب  مُلَعْأَ 

Thus did We make their case known to the people, that they might know

that the promise of Allah is true, and that there can be no doubt about the

.Hour of Judgment. Behold, they dispute among themselves as to their affair

Some said, “Construct a building over them (their remains). Their Lord knows

best about them.” Those who prevailed over their affair said, “Let us surely
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(build a place of worship over them.” (18:21

p: 149
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Second: Prophet Abraham’s Standing-place, which is a place upon which he stood
while building the Holy Ka`bah, is highly praised in the Holy Qur'an and it is deemed

obligatory, on the consensus of all Muslims, to offer a two unit prayer there after
:performing the ritual circumambulation of the Ka`bah. The Holy Qur'an thus reads

یلصَُم مَیهِارَْبإِ  مِاقَمَ  نِْم  اوذُخَِّتاوَ 

(Take you the station of Abraham as a place of prayer. (2:125

Third: As unanimously agreed by Muslims, it has been made obligatory to include the
site that is called hijr Isma`il (the fence built by Prophet Ishmael (‘a) around the tomb

of his mother) with the ritual circumambulation even though it is not part of the Holy
Ka`bah itself. Likewise, it is recommended to offer prayers on that site because it is

.the graveyard of Prophet Ishmael’s mother as well as a group of prophets

Fourth: The Holy Qur'an has confirmed the act of hastening between the hills of Safa
and Marwah as one of the rituals determined by Almighty Allah. In this respect, the

:Holy Qur'an says

نَیفِِئاَّطلِل یَِتْـیَب  ارَِّهطَ  نْأَ  لَیعِامَسـْإِوَ  مَیهِارَْبإِ  یَلإِ  اَندْهـِعَوَ  یلصـَُم  مَـیهِارَْبإِ  مِاقـَمَ  نِْـم  اوذُخـَِّتاوَ  انـًْمأَوَ  سِاَّنلِل  هًَباثـَمَ  تَْیبَْـلا  انـَْلعَجَ  ذْإِوَ 
(« 125  ) دِوجُُّسلا عَِّکُّرلاوَ  نَیفِکِاعَْلاوَ 

مٌیِلعَ رٌکِاشَ  هََّللا  َّنإِفَ  ارًْیخَ  عََّوطَتَ  نْمَوَ  امَهِِب  فََّوَّطیَ  نْأَ  هِْیلَعَ  حَانَجُ  الَفَ  رَمَتَعْا  وِأَ  تَْیبَْلا  َّجحَ  نْمَفَ  هَِّللا  رِِئاعَشَ  نِْم  هَوَرْمَْلاوَ  افََّصلا  َّنإِ  »

Behold! Safa and Marwah are among the RITUALS of Allah. So, if those

who visit the House in the hajj Season or at other times should compass them

,round, there is no sin in it. And if any one obeys his own impulse to good

(be sure that Allah is He Who recognizes and knows. (2:158
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Historically, running seven times between Safa and Marwah, as a ritual, is a repetition
of the running of Hajar, Prophet Ishmael’s mother, between these two hills in order to
save her child from thirst, which culminated in gaining the water of the Zamzam

.Spring

Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of authority that Imam al-Sadiq
:(‘a) said

When (Prophet) Abraham (s) left behind him his child Ishmael (‘a) at Makkah, the child
felt terribly thirsty. His mother walked towards Safa and climbing it, cried out, “Is
there any friend in these deserts?” As she received no answer, she walked towards
Marwah and repeated the same words. She received no answer. She then returned to
Safa and continued running between these two places, which were full of trees, seven
times. Accordingly, Almighty Allah determined running back and forth seven times at

(this site as a religious tradition.(1

Fifth: In its capacity as the earliest kiblah (i.e. direction towards which faces are turned
in prayers), a place where past prophets used to worship Almighty Allah, and the
origin of the Holy Prophet’s ascension into heaven, the Furthest Mosque (of

.Jerusalem) has been determined to be an object of glorification and honor

Sixth: Muslims unanimously agree upon the necessity of having a high regard for the
Quba Mosque “whose foundation was laid from the first day on piety” as expressed in

the Holy Qur'an. This mosque was also the
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place where the Holy Prophet (s) offered a prayer on his way to Madinah and resided
for some time before he entered the city. Therefore, Muslims erected a mosque at

.that place. Further details will soon follow

Seventh: The Holy Qur'an has strongly asserted that there are certain houses that
Almighty Allah has permitted to be exalted and that His Name should be mentioned

:therein. These are houses that the righteous inhabit. The Holy Qur'an has thus said

لِاصَآْلاوَ ِّودُغُْلاِب  اهَیِف  هَُل  حُِّبسَُی  هُمُسْا  اهَیِف  رَکَذُْیوَ  عَفَرُْت  نْأَ  هَُّللا  نَذِأَ  تٍوُیُب  یِف 

رُاصَْبأَْلاوَ بُوُلقُْلا  هِیِف  بَُّلقَتَتَ  امًوْیَ  نَوُفاخَیَ  هِاکََّزلا  ءِاتَیإِوَ  هِالََّصلا  مِاقَإِوَ  هَِّللا  رِکْذِ  نْعَ  عٌْیَب  اَلوَ  هٌرَاجَِت  مْهِیهِْلُت  اَل  لٌاجَرِ 

In houses which Allah has permitted to be exalted and in which His name

is remembered in the mornings and the evenings, therein are men who glorify

Him, whom neither merchandise nor selling can divert from the remembrance of

Allah and the keeping up of prayer and the giving of poor-rate. They fear a

(day in which the hearts and eyes shall turn about. (24:36-37

Rooted in this conception, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), familiar with the history of the divine
missions, took it upon themselves to revive the features of the previous divine
missions and the mission of Islam and urge sanctification of these places and

.commemoration of the events that took place in them

The Sacred Mosque (in Makkah), the Prophet’s Mosque (in Madinah), and the Furthest
Mosque (of Jerusalem) are endowed with special veneration and respect by all

.Muslims

Some Muslim traditionists have reported that pilgrimages must not be made to any
places other than these three
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mosques,(1) which are given such exclusive respect and religious regard. In addition,
the Holy Qur'an has mentioned these three mosques, especially the Sacred Mosque

.of Makkah

As for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), they have endowed mosques with a vast and all-inclusive
.concept quantitatively and qualitatively

Concerning quality, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have ordered showing respect to these holy
places, explained their historical importance, and performed many devotional acts

.there

There are other holy places besides the abovementioned three mosques, which have
gained great respect and sanctity. These include: Masjid e Kufah, Masjid e Quba,
Masjid e Khif, Masjid e Sahlah (or Suhayl), Imam al-husayn’s shrine, the Valley of
Peace (wadi al-salam) in Najaf, Imam `Ali’s shrine, Masjid e Buratha, Imam Riza’s
shrine in Tus (Khurasan), and the other shrines of the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt

(. (‘a

p: 153

Mansur `Ali Nasif, al-Taj al-Jami` lil-Usul 1:224. This tradition is reported by the - - 1
five Sunni master traditionists; namely, al-Bukhari, Muslim, Ibn Dawud, al-Tirmidhi,
and al-Nasa'i. However, the traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) show that

.such special respect is not dedicated to these three mosques exclusively

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1871 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_153_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Laws Of Mosques

Before entering upon the details of the most important mosques, it seems

.appropriate to point out some general laws of mosques

Offering prayers in mosques is a generally accepted act of worship and the best . 1
mosque in this regard in the Sacred Mosque of Makkah. For a single prayer there is a
reward equal to one million prayers at other places. In the Prophet’s Mosque, a single
prayer is equal in reward to ten thousand prayers at other places. In the Kufah
Mosque a single prayer is equal to one thousand prayers. In the Furthest Mosque a
single prayer is also equal to one thousand prayers. In a mosque dedicated to
congregational prayer, one prayer is equal in reward to one hundred prayers at other
places. In the mosque of ones tribe (or the area where one lives), a single prayer is
equal to twenty-five prayers. Finally, in the mosque of a market or place of business a

.single prayer is equal to twelve prayers at other places

It is also recommended to set apart a place in one’s house for prayer although the
laws of mosques are not applicable to such places. For women, it is better to offer
prayers in their houses and the best part of their home (for offering the prayers) is

.their private room

It is recommended to offer prayers at the shrines of the Holy Imams (‘a), which are . 2
houses that Almighty Allah has ordered to be exalted and that His Name be

.mentioned therein. Moreover, these shrines are even better than some mosques

It is recommended to offer prayers at different places because each place where . 3
one offers a prayer will testify on the Day of Resurrection. It is reported that Imam al-

Sadiq (‘a) was asked whether one should offer all the supererogatory
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.prayers at the same place or at different places

:The Imam (‘a) answered

، انَهُوَ انَهُ  لَْب  لاَ ،

.هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  هَُل  دُهَشْتَ  اهََّنإِفَ 

In fact, it is better to offer them at different places because each

(place will testify for the offerer of the prayer on the Day of Resurrection.(1

It is discommended for the neighbor of a mosque to offer his prayers at any other . 4
place than the neighboring mosque unless there is an obstacle preventing him from
doing so, such as rain or the like. In this regard, the Holy Prophet (s) is reported to

:have said

دِجِسْمَْلا رِاجَِل  هَلاَصَ  لاَ 

.هِدِجِسْمَ یِف  َّلاإِ 

No prayer is accepted from the neighbor of a mosque except those

(offered therein.(2

It is recommended to avoid sharing a meal or a drink with one who abstains from
presenting himself in mosques. It is further recommended to avoid counseling with

.him, making any marriage contracts with him, and even neighboring him

It is discommended to leave a mosque untended, for Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported . 5
:to have said

هٌَثلاََث

هِیِف یِّلصَُی  بٌارَخَ لاَ  دٌجِسْمَ  َّلجَوَ : َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  نَوکُشْیَ 

عَقَوَ دْقَ  قٌَّلعَُم  فٌحَصُْموَ  لٍاَّهجُ ، نَْیَب  مٌِلاعَوَ  هُُلهْأَ ،
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.هِیِف أُرَْقُی  رٌابَغُ لاَ  هِْیلَعَ 

Three will complain to

Almighty Allah: an empty mosque that is not attended by its locals, an

educated person who lives among ignorant people, and a copy of the Qur'an

(that is covered with dust because nobody recites it.(3
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It is recommended to go habitually to mosques, for the Holy Prophet (s) is reported . 6
:to have said

نِْم دٍجِسْمَ  یَلإِ  یشَمَ  نْمَ 

یَلإِ عَجِرْیَ  یَّتحَ  اهَاطَخَ  هٍوَطْخُ  ِّلکُِب  هُلَفَ  اللهِا  دِجِاسَمَ 

عُفَرُْیوَ تٍائَِّیسَ  رُشْعَ  هُْنعَ  یحَمُْیوَ  تٍانَسَحَ  رُشْعَ  هِِلزِْنمَ 

.تٍاجَرَدَ رُشْعَ  هَُل 

Whoever goes to any of the mosques of Allah walking, Allah shall record

for him ten rewards, erase ten of his evildoings, and raise him ten ranks for

(each step he makes until he returns home.(1

It is recommended to build a mosque, which brings about a great reward. In this . 7
:regard, the Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

یِف اًدجِسْمَ  ینََب  نْمَ 

فِْلأَ نَیعَِبرْأَ  هَرَیسِمَ  هُْنِم  رٍْبشِ  ِّلکُِب  اللهُا  هُاطَعْأَ  ایَْنُّدلا 

.دَجَرَْبزَوَ ؤٍُلؤُْلوَ  هٍَّضِفوَ  بٍهَذَ  نِْم  هًنَیدِمَ  مٍاعَ ;

Whoever builds a mosque in this world, Almighty Allah shall give him a

city of gold, silver, pearl, and aquamarine that is too vast to be traversed

(with forty thousand years of walking for each hand span of that mosque.(2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

اللهُا ینََب  اًدجِسْمَ  ینََب  نْمَ 

.هَِّنجَْلا یِف  اًتْیَب  هَُل 

(Whoever builds a mosque, Almighty Allah shall build a house in Paradise for him.(3
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.It is forbidden to gild mosques and paint pictures in mosques . 8

It is impermissible to sell a mosque, be it sound or ruined, or to add it to one’s . 9
.personal property

It is forbidden to defile a mosque. However, if a . 10
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mosque becomes unclean, it is then obligatory upon those managing it to remove the
impurity as immediately as possible. It is also forbidden to introduce things into the

.mosque that violate its sanctity

It is recommended for true believing men to take the lead in presenting . 11
themselves in mosques and to stay there for as long a period as possible, lagging

.behind the others while leaving

It is recommended to offer services to mosques, such as lighting lamps, cleaning . 12
.up, sweeping, and dusting

:It is also recommended

to enter mosques by placing the right foot in before the left and to leave them by - 
placing the left before the right

to take heed whether one’s shoe or sandal carries dirt or impurity - 

to face the direction of the kiblah - 

to supplicate and praise Almighty Allah and to invoke His blessings upon the Holy - 
(Prophet and his Household (s

'(. to be ceremonially pure and to have performed the ritual ablution (wuzu - 

It is recommended to offer a two-unit prayer in the mosque immediately after . 13
entering it. However, to offer the obligatory, supererogatory, or other recommended

.prayers substitutes for this prayer

It is recommended to perfume oneself before heading for mosques and to put on . 14
.one’s best and cleanest clothes

:In mosques, it is discommended . 15
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to use them as one’s pathway unless one offers a two-unit prayer there every time - 
one passes through

to give off one’s phlegm or mucus there - 

to sleep there unless it is necessary to do so - 

to raise one’s voice except for declaring the call to prayer (adhan) or like things, such - 
as giving a direction, or delivering a sermon, an address, or a lecture

to throw or fling pebbles - 

to recite poetic compositions except exhortative poems and the like, such as - 
(eulogies of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

to engage in trade - 

to discuss personal worldly affairs, because a mosque is a place of worship and - 
public interest

to show weapons and put them in the direction of the kiblah - 

to allow those entrance into the mosque who have eaten malodorous things, such as
onion, garlic, and the like, because their smell will annoy the

attendants and performers of prayers - 

to allow children or mad people into the mosque - 

to take the mosque as a place of making tools and like crafts - 

to take off one’s clothes, show the private parts—even if one is sure that none can - 
see him—and to uncover one’s navel, knee, or thigh

to pass wind or do any other things that are in violation of general civic behavior - 
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THE HOLY HOUSE, THE SACRED MOSQUE, AND MAKKAH

:The Holy House is the Ka'bah. In the words of the Holy Qur'ān

Most surely, the first house appointed for men is the one at Bakkah, blessed and
guidance for the nations. In it are clear signs; for example the standing - place of
Abraham. And whoever enters it shall be secure. And pilgrimage to the House is
incumbent upon men for the sake of Allah, upon every one who is able to undertake

(the journey to it. (3:96-97

(« 96  ) نَیمَِلاعَْلِل يدًهُوَ  اکًرَابَُم  هََّکبَِب  يذَِّلَل  سِاَّنلِل  عَضِوُ  تٍْیَب  لََّوأَ  َّنإِ  »

نِعَ ٌّیِنغَ  هََّللا  َّنإِفَ  رَفَکَ  نْمَوَ  الًیِبسَ  هِْیَلإِ  عَاطَتَسـْا  نِمَ  تِْیبَْلا  ُّجحـِ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  هَِّلِلوَ  انًِمآ  نَاکَ  هُلَخَدَ  نْمَوَ  مَیهِارَْبإِ  مُاقَمَ  تٌانـَِّیَب  تٌایـَآ  هِیِف  »
(« 97  ) نَیمَِلاعَْلا

The Sacred Mosque is the great mosque surrounding the Holy Ka'bah. Inside this
mosque, there lies the standingplace of Prophet Abraham (s), where the Holy Qur'ān
has ordered everyone visiting it to pray, saying: Take you the station of Abraham as a
place of prayer. (2:125) Therefore, the Sacred Mosque is the earliest place of worship
known by humanity throughout history. On many occasions, the Holy Qur'ān has
referred to this mosque as al-masjid al-ḥarām (the Sacred Mosque). It has also
referred to other issues and rites related to this mosque, such as the Holy Ka'bah, the
Holy House, its building, its designation as a refuge and sanctuary for mankind, and its
sanctification for those who compass it around and use it to stand, genuflect, or

prostrate therein in prayer. Moreover, other issues like the Hajj Pilgrimage are
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.also related to the Sacred Mosque, since all these deeds are practiced therein

In the coming chapter about the Hajj Pilgrimage, it will be cited that the Holy House at
Makkah was the objective of pilgrimage two thousand years before the creation of
Prophet Adam (“a), the father of humanity. Other traditions have confirmed that the
place of this house was the first thing created by Almighty Allah on this globe. Then,

(He, the Almighty, spread the earth from beneath it.(1

From other traditions, we can conclude that the design of the Holy House and the rite
of circumambulating it had been determined since the issuance of the divine decree

:to create Adam(2) about which the Holy Qur'ān reads

(Behold, your Lord said to the angels, “I will create a vicegerent on earth... (2:30

هًفَیِلخَ ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  لٌعِاجَ  یِّنإِ  هِکَِئالَمَْلِل  کَُّبرَ  لَاقَ  ذْإِوَ 

Furthermore, Almighty Allah has chosen a rough land— expressed by the Holy Qur'ān
as “a valley unproductive of fruit—to carry this house so that He would test the
obedience of His servants towards Him and the scope of their compliance with His

(command of glorifying this house and making pilgrimages to it.(3

Some other validly reported traditions reveal that the borders of the Sacred Mosque
erected by Prophet Abraham (s) were so vast that they covered the whole area
between Hazūrah, an area in the vicinity of the Sacred Mosque, and Mas'ā, the
location where the ritual of sa'y is carried out. As some other traditions hold that the

borders of the Sacred Mosque
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extended between Safa and Marwah, this means that it was more expansive than its
(current building. (1

At the time of Prophet Abraham (s), the area of the Holy Ka'bah was nine cubits. At the
time of the Quraysh, it was expanded to eighteen cubits, and to twenty-seven cubits

(in the time of al-Hajjāj. (2

The site of Hijr Ismā'il is not part of the Holy Ka'bah, rather a graveyard of Hajar,
Prophet Ishmael's mother, and a group of prophets. It was encircled because it was

(discommended to tread on the graves within.(3

Other validly reported traditions indicate that the Black Stone was in Paradise, but it
was Almighty Allah Who put it in its current place after He had made a covenant with
all the creatures. On the Day of Resurrection, this stone shall testify to those who kept
this covenant and fulfilled their pledge to the Lord. Accordingly, a pilgrim, when kissing

:the Black Stone, is required to say the following supplication

O Allah, I have fulfilled my trust and I have performed my covenant so that You may

(witness for me that I have fulfilled it.(4

...ةافاوملااب یل  دهشتل  هتداعت  یقاثیم  اهتیدأ و  یتنامأ  مهللا 

The Holy Ka'bah occupies a great status before Almighty Allah Who has declared it
and the Sacred Mosque as highly sacred by endowing it with special creational

,effects
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enacting certain religious laws for it, and establishing a great reward for those who
.sanctify and circumambulate it and offer prayers within the Sacred Precinct

The Holy Qur'ān has related the story of the owners of the elephants whom Almighty

Allah pelted with stones of baked clay by way of swarms of flying creatures because
they intended to demolish the Holy Ka'bah. Before that, traditions report the divine
punishment that afflicted the people of Tubba' when they devised to demolish the

(Holy Ka'bah. Later, they changed their opinion and paid high regard to it. (1

It was Almighty Allah’s will to inflict a penalty on any tyrant who intended any evil to
.the Holy Ka'bah

:Imam 'Alī (“a) is reported to have said

.هللا همصق  لاا  رابج  اهدیری  لا  یمرح ؛ ۀفوکلاو  هلآ  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  مرح  هنیدملا  هللا و  مرح  ۀکم 

Makkah is the sanctuary of Almighty Allah, Madīnah is the sanctuary of messenger of
Allah (s), and Kūfah is my sanctuary. There is no tyrant that intends evil to these

(places but that Almighty Allah shall shatter him.(2

The Holy House and its interests precede all other interests in Makkah because of this
(special sacredness, as maintained by some traditions. (3

Almighty Allah has forbidden the polytheists from entering the Sacred Mosque. As
:declared by the Holy Qur'ān

نَوعُجَرُْت هِْیَلإِ  َّمُث  مْکُیِیحُْی  َّمُث  مْکُُتیمُِی  َّمُث  مْکُایَحْأَفَ  اتًاوَْمأَ  مُْتْنکُوَ  هَِّللاِب  نَورُفُکْتَ  فَْیکَ 

p: 162

.Sayyid al-Borujerdī, Jāmi. Ahādith al-Shi'ah 10:41 - 135 - 1
.Sayyid al-Borujerdī, Jāmi' Aḥādīth al-Shīah 10:50, H. 19 - 136 - 2
Sayyid al-Borujerdī, Jāmi' Aḥādīth al-Shi'ah 10:58, H. 1 - 137 - 3
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O you who believe, surely the idolaters are unclean, so they shall not approach the
(Sacred Mosque after this year. (9:28

Other validly reported traditions hold that whoever makes mischief in the Holy Ka'bah
(should be sentenced to death. (1

:Through a valid chain of authority, Imam al-Bāqir (“a) is reported to have said

هبعکلا ءانب  قوف  ءانب  عفری  نا  دحلا  یغبنی  لا 

(It is improper to build any edifice higher than the Ka'bah.(2

:There are many traditions asserting the distinctive status of the Holy Ka'bah

:Through a valid chain of authority, Imam al-Bāqir (“a) is reported to have said

.هدابع اهیلإ  رظنلا  نإو  اهنم ، هیلإ  بحأ  ضرلأا  یف  هعقب  قلخ  ام  لجو  زع  هللا  نإ 

Verily , Allah the Exalted and Majestic has not created any area on the earth dearer to
(Him than the Ka`bah. To take a look at it is a sort of devotional act.(3

:The Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

.امده ایاطخلا  مدهی  اهیلإ  رظنلا  نإ 

(Just looking at the Holy Ka' bah utterly knocks down sins. (4

(Through a valid chain of authority too, Imam al-Șādiq (a

p: 163

.Sayyid al-Borujerdī, Jāmi. Ahādith al-Shi`ah 10:59, S. 11 - 138 - 1
.Sayyid al-Borujerdī, Jāmi' Aḥādīth al-Shi'ah 10:83 - 139 - 2

.Sayyid al-Borujerdī, Jāmi' Aḥādith al-Shi'ah 10:63, H. 6 - 140 - 3
Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jāmi' Aḥādīth al-Shi`ah 10:65, as quoted from al-Barqi's al- - 141 - 4

.Maḥāsin
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:is reported to have said

.نیرظانلل نورشعو  نیلصملل  نوعبرأو  نیفئاطلل  نوتس  اهنم  همحر ، هئامو  نیرشع  هبعکلا  لوح  یلاعت  نإ الله 

Verily , Almighty Allah has decreed one hundred and twenty mercies to surround His
Holy House; sixty for those who circumambulate it, forty for those who offer prayers

(there, and twenty for those who look at it.(1

:According to another validly reported tradition, Imam alȘādiq (“a) has said

.هرخلآاو ایندلا  مه  هافک  اهلک و  هبونذ  هل  هللا  رفغ  اهتمرح ، اهقح و  نم  فرع  يذلا  لثم  انتمرح  انقح و  نم  فرعف  هبعکلا  یلا  رظن  نم 

Whoever looks at the Ka'bah and in acknowledges that our standing and sacredness
is similar as the Ka'bah's standing and sacredness, Almighty Allah shall forgive him all

(of his sins and save him from the griefs of this world and the Next.(2

Prayers that are offered in the Sacred Mosque are the best of all prayers, as also
prayers offered in the Prophet's Mosque, as maintained by some traditions. One
prayer that is offered in the Sacred Mosque is equal in reward to one thousand
prayers that are offered in the Prophet's Mosque, while one prayer in the Prophet's
Mosque is equal in reward to one thousand prayers that are offered in other mosques

or even one hundred thousand prayers that are

p: 164

Sayyid al-Borujerdī, Jāmi' Aḥādīth al-Shī`ah 10:64, as quoted from Shaykh al- - 142 - 1
.Kulaynī's al-Kāfi

Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jāmi' Aḥādīth al-Shi`ah 10:66, H. 15. This tradition is decided - 143 - 2
as valid, because it has been reported from Ibn Abi-'Umar on the authority of `Ali ibn

.`Abd al-`Azīz
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(offered in other mosques. (1

According to another tradition, Abū-Hamzah al-Thumāli has reported Imam al-Bāqir
:(“a) as saying

نا یلا  اهیلصی  هلاص  لک  هلاصلا و  هیلع  تبجو  موی  ذنم  اهلاص  ةلاص  لک  هنم  هللا  لبق  ۀبوتکم  ةلاص  مارحلا  دجـسملا  یف  یلـص  نم 
.تومی

Whoever performs an obligatory prayer in the Sacred Mosque, Almighty Allah shall
determine admissible all the prayers he had performed since the time prayers were
made obligatory upon him to perform and the prayers he will perform up to his death

(time.(2

Owing to the high regard of the Sacred Mosque and the Holy Ka'bah, Almighty Allah
has given preference to the holy city of Makkah over other places. It has thus been
reported that Makkah is the best of all places, the Holy House the best of all parts of
Makkah, and the area between the Black Stone and the Station of Abraham (s) and
the gate of the Ka'bah the best areas of the Holy House. This area is also called Hațīm

(Ismā'il ( ́a).(3

Innumerable texts also report the merits of this city, the merits of doing devotional
acts and righteous deeds there, and the merits of living in its vicinity. Also, painful
chastisement is reported to be the share of anyone who commits sins therein. In this

:respect, the Holy Qur'ān says

p: 165

Al-Hurr al-'Amilī, Wasā'il al-Shi`ah 3:536, H. 3, 4, 5, 7, 8; `Allāmah al-Majlisī, Biḥār - 1 - 1
al-Anwār 97:146-148, H. 4, 5, 10 as quoted from Shaykh al-Kulaynī's al-Kāfi and Shaykh

.al-Țusī’s Tahdhib al-Ahkām
.Al-Hurr al-`Amilī, Wasā'il al-Shi'ah 3:536, H. 1 2 - 2 - 2

.Sayyid al-Borujerdī, Jāmi' Aḥādīth al-Shi'ah 10:69 as reported by Maysarah - 3 - 3
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مٍیِلأَ بٍاذَعَ  نِْم  هُْقذُِن  مٍْلظُِب  دٍاحَْلإِِب  هِیِف  دْرُِی  نْمَوَ 

Whoever shall incline therein to wrong unjustly, We will make him taste a painful
(chastisement. (22:25

Besides, Almighty Allah has decided Makkah to be a safe haven for every one who
enters there up to the Day of Resurrection. It is also impermissible to hunt on land and
to uproot trees of this city except in a few cases. It is also inadvisable to carry
weapons openly or to frighten people therein. Moreover, many regulations have been

.instituted with regard to this holy city

There are certain etiquettes, manners, and rites to be done in the Holy Precinct of
Makkah, the Sacred Mosque, and the Holy Ka'bah. Some of these rites have been
cited in the previous chapter on the rites of the Hajj Pilgrimage. However, the readers
are advised to acquaint themselves with the other laws, etiquettes, and

.recommended acts found in books on the Hajj Pilgrimage

p: 166
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The Holy House, the Sacred Mosque, and Makkah

(The Prophet’s Mosque (Masjid Al-Nabi

Point

Situated in the holy city of al-Madinah, the Prophet’s Mosque is the next in merit after
the Sacred Mosque. As has been cited, to offer one prayer in this mosque is equal in
reward to one thousand prayers that are offered in other mosques. According to
other traditions, a single prayer is even equal in reward to ten thousand prayers

(offered in other mosques.(1

Within the area of the Prophet’s Mosque, there is a garden of Paradise, which is the
(. distance between his house, which is now his burial place, and his minbar (pulpit

In his book of al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of
authority that Mu`awiyah ibn Wahab asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about the authenticity

(: of the following tradition that is ascribed to the Holy Prophet (s

یِتْیَب نَْیَب  امَ 

.هَِّنجَْلا ضِایَرِ  نِْم  هٌضَوْرَ  يرِبَْنِموَ 

.The area between my house and minbar is a garden of Paradise

:The Imam (‘a) answered confirmatively and added

تُْیَبوَ

هِیِف يذَِّلا  تِْیبَْلا  نَْیَب  امَ  مُلاََّسلا  امَهِْیلَعَ  هَمَطِافَوَ  ٍّیِلعَ 

يذِاحَُی يذَِّلا  بِابَْلا  یَلإِ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ُّیِبَّنلا 

بِابَْلا کَِلذَ  نِْم  تَْلخَدَ  وْلَفَ  .عِیقِبَْلا  یَلإِ  قَاقَُّزلا 

.رِسَْیلأَا کَبَکَْنِم  بَاصَأَ  هَُناکَمَ  طُِئاحَْلاوَ 

The house of `Ali and
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Fatimah, peace be upon them, lies in the area between the house in which the

Holy Prophet (s) is buried and the door that is facing the street going to

al-Baqi` Cemetery. If you enter from that door, the wall would hit your left

.shoulder if it was still there

p: 167

.. Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:543, H. 1, 2, 3 - - 1
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The Imam (‘a) then referred to other houses and quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as
:saying

لُدِْعتَ يدِجِسْمَ  یِف  هُلاََّصلا 

.لُضَْفأَ وَهُفَ  مَارَحَْلا  دَجِسْمَْلا  َّلاإِ  هِرِْیغَ  یِف  هٍلاَصَ  فَْلأَ 

A single prayer that is offered in my mosque is equal to one thousand

prayers that are offered in other mosques except the Sacred Mosque, which is more

(meritorious (than my mosque).(1

(Another tradition holds that the Holy Prophet’s tomb is on a canal of Paradise.(2

According to a number of traditions some of which are validly reported, Imam al-
Sadiq (‘a) has said that to offer a prayer in the house of Lady Fatimah (‘a) is more

preferable than offering prayers in the area defined as a garden of Paradise and thus
known as Rawzah. Shaykh al-Kulayni in al-Kafi has reported that Yunus ibn Ya`qub
asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) whether it is better to offer a prayer in the house of Lady

.Fatimah (‘a) or in the Rawzah

(The Imam (‘a) answered, “To offer a prayer in Fatimah’s house is better.”(3

According to another tradition, to offer prayers in the Holy Prophet’s houses, one of
which is of course the house of Imam `Ali (‘a), is equal to offering prayers in the

(Prophet’s Mosque or even producing a bigger reward.(4

As has been previously mentioned, the house of Imam `Ali and Lady Fatimah, peace
be upon them, is situated in the area between the house in which the Holy Prophet (s)

is

p: 168

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:542, H. 1 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:543, H. 4 - - 2
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:547, H. 1 - - 3

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:543, H. 4 - - 4
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(buried and the door facing the street that goes to al-Baqi` Cemetery.(1

According to a narration deemed as valid by a group of scholars, the area of the
(Prophet’s Mosque is three thousand and six hundred cubits.(2

The borders of the Prophet’s Mosque and the Rawzah have been mentioned in two
authentic traditions. Abu-Basir al-Muradi is reported to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq

:(‘a) as saying

دِجِسْمَ یِف  هِضَوَّْرلا  ُّدحَ 

ُّدحَوَ لِلاَِّظلا ، فِرَطَ  یَلإِ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  لِوسَُّرلا 

یَلإِ رِبَْنمِْلا  نِیمِیَ  نْعَ  نِْیتََناوَطِسْلإا  یَلإِ  دِجِسْمَْلا 

.لِْیَّللا قَوسُ  یِلیَ  اَّمِم  قِیرَِّطلا 

The borders of the Rawzah in the Prophet’s Mosque extend to Taraf

al-²ilal, and the border of the Prophet’s Mosque extends from the two columns

(to the right of the minbar up to the public way behind Suq al-Layl.(3

Muhammad ibn Muslim is reported to have asked the Imam (‘a) about the borders of
:the Prophet’s Mosque, and he was answered

p: 169

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:542, H. 1. Unfortunately, all these traces have - - 1
been wiped out because the Wahhabi sect (which dominates in Makkah and Madinah)
does not respect the signs and traces of Islamic history. Moreover, it attempts to
totally obliterate such traces. It seems that the “door facing the street that goes to al-
Baqi` Cemetery” indicates the door that presently is to the back of the shrine that
currently stands on the Holy Prophet’s tomb, which is the north eastern corner of the

.shrine
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:546, H. 2 - - 2
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دَْنعِ یِتَّلا  هَُناوَطِسْلإا 

نْعَ رِبَْنمِْلا  ءِارَوَ  نِْم  نِْیتََناوَطِسْلإا  یَلإِ  رِْبقَْلا  سِْأرَ 

هِیِف ُّرمُتَ  قٌیرِطَ  رِبَْنمِْلا  ءِارَوَ  نِْم  نَاکَوَ  هِلَْبقِْلا ، نِیمِیَ 

طِلاَِبْلا نَِم  دِجِسْمَْلا  هُحَاسَ  نَاکَوَ  اًفرِحَْنُم  لُجَُّرلا  ُّرمُیَوَ  هُاَّشلا 

.نِحَّْصلا یَلإِ 

It

extends from the column that is situated near the head of the tomb to the two

.columns lying behind the minbar to the right side of the kiblah direction

Behind the minbar, there was a narrow way in which a sheep could pass but a man

must pass aslant. The yard of the mosque extended from the court to the

(patio.(1

Other Holy Sites in the Prophet’s Mosque

In addition to the mosque, the Rawzah, the houses of the Holy Prophet (s), and the
house of Imam `Ali and Lady Fatimah (‘a), which are highly regarded and enjoy
special merits, there are other sites inside the Prophet’s Mosque that are considered
blessed and meritorious, such as the Prophet’s minbar and niche where he used to

.offer prayers

Shaykh al-Kulayni in al-Kafi has reported through a valid chain of authority that
:Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

نَِم تَغْرِفَ  اذَإِ 

تِأْفَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ِّیِبَّنلا  رِْبقَ  دَْنعِ  ءِاعَُّدلا 

، نِاوَلافَُّسلا امَهُوَ  هِْیتََناَّمرُِب ، ذْخُوَ  كَدِیَِب  هُحْسَْمافَ  رَبَْنمِْلا 
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ءٌافَشِ هَُّنإِ  لُاقَُی  هَُّنإِفَ  هِِب  کَهَجْوَوَ  کَْینَْیعَ  حْسَْماوَ 

لْسَوَ هِْیلَعَ  نِْثاوَ  اللهَا  دِمَحْاوَ  هُدَْنعِ  مُْقوَ  .نِْیعَْلِل 

امَ لَاقَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  َّنإِفَ  کَتَجَاحَ ;

یلَعَ يرِبَْنِموَ  هَِّنجَْلا  ضِایَرِ  نِْم  هٌضَوْرَ  يرِبَْنِموَ  يرِْبقَ  نَْیَب 

.رُیغَِّصلا بُابَْلا  یَهِ  هُعَرُّْتلاوَ  .هَِّنجَْلا  عِرَُت  نِْم  هٍعَرُْت 

یِّلصَُتفَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ِّیِبَّنلا  مَاقَمَ  یِتأْتَ  َّمُث 

.کََل ادََب  امَ  هِیِف 

((, When you accomplish your prayers near the tomb (of the Holy Prophet (s

you may come to the minbar, pass your hand over it, hold the two lower

pommels, and then rub your face and eyes, for this act brings about eye

,healing. You may then offer prayers there, praise and thank Almighty Allah

and implore Him for settling your needs. The Holy Prophet (s) has said, “The

area between my house and minbar is a garden of Paradise and my minbar is

standing on a canal of Paradise.” This canal is the small door. You may then go

(to the Holy Prophet’s standing-place and offer as many prayers as you like.(2

p: 170

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:546, H. 1 - - 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:270, H. 1 - - 2
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One of the other places regarded special is Maqam Jibra'il (the Standing-place of
Archangel Gabriel) where the Archangel would stop to gain permission from the Holy

.Prophet (s) to enter

Shaykh al-Kulayni in al-Kafi has reported through a valid chain of authority that
:Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

You may come to the standing-place of Gabriel, which is under a drainpipe, because
at this very place, Archangel Gabriel used to stop to seek permission from the Holy

:Prophet (s) before he would visit him. You may say these words at this place

بُیرِقَ يْاَ  مُیرِکَ  يْاَ  دُاوَجَ  يْاَ 

نْاَوَ هِِتْیَب  لِهْاَوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  یلَعَ  یَِّلصَُت  نْاَ  کَُلاَسْاَ  دُیعَِب  يْاَ 

.کَتَمَْعِن َّیلَعَ  َّدرُتَ 

O All-magnanimous! O All-generous! O Nigh! O Remote! I beseech You to send
blessings upon Muhammad and

(his Household and to grant me this blessing of Yours over again.(1

Amongst the other consecrated places in the Prophet’s

p: 171

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:271, H. 1 - - 1
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(Mosque are the three columns; namely, Abu-Lubabah’s(1

Column, known as Us(2)uwanat al-Tawbah (The Repentance Column) and the other
two columns following it towards the Holy Prophet’s prayer-place, standing-place,
and niche. Those who visit the Holy Prophet’s tomb and mosque perform certain rites

.at these columns

These certain rites and recommended acts have been mentioned by Shaykh al-
Kulayni in al-Kafi and Shaykh al-Tusi in Tahdhib al-Ahkam with many traditions of

.valid chains of authority

For instance, Muhammad ibn al-hasan has reported on the

p: 172

Abu-Lubabah, Bashir ibn `Abd al-Mundhir, of the Ansar (supporters; Muslims of - - 1
Yathrib who accepted and received the Holy Prophet (s) and the emigrants of
Makkah), was one of the Holy Prophet’s companions (Sahabah). During the Battle of
Badr, the Holy Prophet (s) ordered him to stay in Madinah, yet he allotted a share of
the spoils of war for him. This column carrying his name has a story: When the Holy
Prophet (s) besieged the Jews of Banu-Qurayzah, they pleaded for conciliation, but
the Holy Prophet (s) refused, asking them to accept the condition to agree to any
decision made by Sa`d ibn Mu`adh in this regard. They therefore asked him to grant
them respite so that they could take counsel with Abu-Lubabah because, to them, he
was a good adviser. Abu-Lubabah advised that they should not accept this condition
because it would lead them to be sentenced to death. Afterwards, he felt sorry for
giving this advice, seeing it as betrayal and disloyalty to the Holy Prophet (s). He
therefore repented and decided to tie himself to a column in the Prophet’s Mosque,
refraining from having any food. Because this state lasted for seven days, the man

fainted. Then, Almighty Allah’s acceptance of his repentance was revealed to the Holy
Prophet. (s) When he was informed of the acceptance of his repentance, he asked the
Holy Prophet (s) to come to untie him personally. See Al-Mamuqani, Tanqih al-Maqal

.1:175
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uwanat Abi-Lubabah or Us - 2
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:authority of Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

While residing in Madinah for three days, you may observe fasting for three days
beginning with Wednesday. On Tuesday night, you may offer a prayer at Abu-
Lubabah’s Column, which is also called the Column of Repentance to which Abu-
Lubabah tied himself until he was excused by Almighty Allah. You may spend
Wednesday thereat. The next night and day (i.e. Thursday), you may offer prayers
near the next column, which is situated behind the Holy Prophet's (s) standing-place.
Fasting on Thursday, you may spend the next night and day (i.e. Friday) at the next
column, offering prayers and sitting there. You may then fast on Friday. If possible,
you should abstain from talking except when necessary. Do not leave the mosque

except for an urgent need, and do not sleep at all as long as you are there. If you do
all that, you will gain much reward. On Friday, thank and praise Almighty Allah and
invoke His blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household. Then, pray to Him to

:grant you your requests. Include these words with your prayer

اَناَ تُعْرَشَ  هٍجَاحَ  نِْم  کَْیَلإِ  تَْناکَ  امَ  َّمهَُّللاَ 

اهَکَْلاَسْاَ مَْل  وْاَ  اهَکَُتْلاَسَ  عْرَشْاَ  مَْل  وْاَ  سٍامَِتْلإ  وْاَ  اهَِبلَطَ  یِف 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٍَّمحَُم  کَِّیِبنَِب  کَْیَلإ  هَُّجوَتَاَ  یِّنإفَ 

.اهَرِیِبکَوَ اهَرِیغِصَ  یجِِئاوَحَ  ءِاضَقَ  یِف  هِمَحَّْرلا  ِّیِبَن 

O Allah, whatever I need from You whether I have mentioned

it or not, whatever entreaty, which I have besought from You or not; I turn

,my face towards You, beseeching You to grant it in the name of Your Prophet

Muhammad, may Allah bless him and his Household, the Prophet of Mercy. Settle

.all my needs for me, be they insignificant or great

(If you do all that, then you will deserve to have your requests granted, Allah willing.(1
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Other Mosques

in al-Madinah

In the holy city of al-Madinah, there are other mosques that have the honor to be
places where the Holy Prophet (s) offered prayers, or which he himself ordered to be

.built

The most important and most preferred of these mosques is the Quba Mosque about
:which Almighty Allah revealed the following verse of the Holy Qur’an

نَیرِِّهَّطمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّللاوَ  اورَُّهطَتَیَ  نْأَ  نَوُّبحُِی  لٌاجَرِ  هِیِف  هِیِف  مَوقُتَ  نْأَ  ُّقحَأَ  مٍوْیَ  لَِّوأَ  نِْم  يوَْقَّتلا  یلَعَ  سَِّسأُ  دٌجِسْمََل  ادًَبأَ  هِیِف  مْقُتَ  اَل 

Certainly, a mosque founded on piety from the very first day is more

deserving that you should stand in it. In it are men who love that they

(should be purified, and Allah loves those who purify themselves. (9:108

:The Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

دَجِسْمَ يدِجِسْمَ  یتَأَ  نْمَ 

.هٍرَمْعُِب عَجَرَ  نِْیتَعَکْرَ  هِیِف  یَّلصَفَ  ابَقَ 

Whoever visits Quba Mosque and offers therein a two-unit prayer, will

(return with the reward of `Umrah.(1

Another important site is Fazikh Mosque, the place where the sun was returned for
Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) and where the Holy Prophet (s) offered

.prayers

In Madinah, there are also Masjid e Ahzab (Mosque of the Allies), which is the place
where the Holy Prophet (s) prayed to Almighty Allah to grant Imam `Ali (‘a) victory

over `Amr ibn `Abd-Wudd al-`Amiri in the Battle of the

p: 174
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(. Allies (or Khandaq

There is also the Ummu-Ibrahim’s Chamber (known as mashrabat ummi-ibrahim),
which is the residential place of the Holy Prophet (s) during his residence in Quba on

.his way to Madinah. In this place too, the Holy Prophet (s) offered prayers

There are also the Uhud Mosque and the graves of the martyrs of the Battle of Uhud
among which is the grave of hamzah ibn `Abd al-Mu(1)alib, the Holy Prophet’s uncle

.and the master of martyrs

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported that Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar quoted Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

Make sure that you will not leave any of the following sites unvisited: Quba Mosque
(the mosque founded on piety from the very first day), Ummu-Ibrahim’s Chamber, al-
Fazikh Mosque, the graves of the martyrs, and Masjid al-Ahzab, which is also called

.the Conquest (fath) Mosque

We have been informed that the Holy Prophet (s), whenever visiting the graves of the
:martyrs, would say

امَِب مْکُْیلَعَ  مُلاََّسلاَ 

.رِاَّدلا یبَْقعُ  مَْعِنفَ  مُْترْبَصَ 

Peace be upon you because you were constant; how excellent is then the

!issue of the abode

:Among the prayers that are performed at Masjid al-Ahzab are the following

ایَوَ نَیِبورُکْمَْلا  خَیرِصَ  ایَ 

یِّنعَ فْشِکْإِ  نَیِمومُهْمَْلا  ثَیغُِم  ایَوَ  نَیِّرطَضْمُْلا  هِوَعْدَ  بَیجُِم 

اللهُا یَّلصَ  کَِّیِبَن  نْعَ  تَْفشَکَ  امَکَ  یِّمغَوَ  یِبرْکَوَ  یِّمهَوَ  يِّرضُ 
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.نِاکَمَْلا اذَهَ  یِف  هِِّودُعَ  لَوْهَ  هُتَْیفَکَوَ  هَُّمهَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ 

O He Who aids the aggrieved! O He Who responds to the supplication of

,the distressed! O He Who helps the depressed! (Please do) remove my distress

my grief, my anguish, and my dejection in the same way You relieved the grief

of Your Prophet—peace be upon him and his Household—and saved him from the

(horror of his enemies at this very place.(2

p: 175
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:275, H. 1 - - 2
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Uqbah ibn Khalid is reported to have asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “When we visit the`
?” mosques that are around Madinah, with which one should we start

:The Imam (‘a) instructed

You should start with Quba Mosque where you should offer as many prayers as you
can, for this place is the first mosque of this area in which the Holy Prophet (s) offered
prayers. You may then go to Ummu-Ibrahim’s Chamber and offer a prayer therein,
for it was the residence and prayer-place of the Holy Prophet (s). You may then go to
al-Fazikh Mosque and offer a prayer therein, for your Prophet (s) offered a prayer
therein. After visiting all the sites at this side, you may move to the other side of Mount
Uhud and start with the mosque that is situated on the side of al-hirah wherein you
may offer a prayer. You may then pass by the tomb of hamzah ibn `Abd al-Mu(1)alib
and offer him salutation. Then, come to the martyrs and stop at their graves, greeting

:them with the following statement

لِهْاَ ایَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  مُلاََّسلا 

نَوقُحِلاََ مْکُِب  اَّنإوَ  طٌرَفَ  انََل  مُْتْناَ  رِایَِّدلا 

,Peace be upon you, O inhabitants of these graves. You have preceded us

.and we shall certainly join you

You may then go to the mosque that lies in the vast place beside the mountain on
your right. Then, head for Mount Uhud and offer a prayer therein. It is the place from

where the Holy Prophet (s) started off to contend with the

p: 176
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polytheists at Mount

Uhud. The army of the Muslims, under the command of the Holy Prophet (s), resided
there until the time of prayer. They performed the prayer there. You may then return
to the graves of the martyrs and offer as many prayers as Almighty Allah has
determined for you. Then, head forward until you arrive at Masjid al-Ahzab to offer
prayers and supplicate before Almighty Allah there because in the Battle of al-Ahzab
the Holy Prophet (s) prayed to Almighty Allah at this place. Ammar ibn Musa has
reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying that the incident of the sun recourse for Imam

.`Ali (‘a) took place at Fazikh Mosque

:There are some other famous mosques in Madinah, such as the following

Al-Kiblatayn Mosque wherein the following holy verse of changing the direction of - 
:kiblah was revealed

مِارَحَْلا دِجِسْمَْلا  رَطْشَ  کَهَجْوَ  ِّلوَفَ  اهَاضَرْتَ  هًلَْبِق  کََّنیَِّلوَُنلَفَ  ءِامََّسلا  یِف  کَهِجْوَ  بَُّلقَتَ  يرََن  دْقَ 

Indeed, We see the turning of your face to heaven, so We shall surely

turn you to a kiblah which you shall like. Turn then your face towards the

(Sacred Mosque. (2:144

Masjid al-Ghumamah (Mosque of the Cloud), which is the place where a cloud cast a - 
.shadow over the Holy Prophet (s) who had suffered from the heat of the sun

The five mosques attributed to Abu-Bakr, `Umar, `Uthman, Imam `Ali (‘a), and - 
(. Lady Fatimah (‘a

Masjid al-Mubahalah (Mosque of the Mutual Invocation of Curse), which is the place - 
where the Holy Prophet (s) challenged the Christians of Najran and called them to

.invoke Almighty Allah’s curse upon the lying party

p: 177
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(Masjid e Salman al-Farisi (the Persian)(1 - 

The place of the Holy Prophet’s overnight stay (mu`arras) during his journey back - 
.from Makkah to Madinah. At this place, he also offered prayers

About these places, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported a set of traditions, in his book of
:al-Kafi, one of which is the following validly reported one

:Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

When you leave Makkah and head for Madinah, you will pass by Dhu’l-halifah
Mosque, which lies on the way between Makkah and Madinah. There, you may visit
the place of the Holy Prophet’s overnight stay. If it is the time of an obligatory or
supererogatory prayer, you must perform it there. If not, you may reside there for a

(while, because the Holy Prophet (s) used to stay overnight and offer prayers there.(2

On the way between Makkah and Madinah, there lies the Ghadir Khumm Mosque,
which is the place where the Holy Prophet (s) stopped and declared Imam `Ali (‘a) as

.his successor and the next leader and Imam of the Muslim nation

In this connection, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of authority
that `Abd al-Rahman ibn al-hajjaj asked Imam al-Kazim (‘a) about the merit of
offering a prayer at al-Ghadir Mosque in daylight during a journey. The Imam (‘a)

:answered

You may offer a prayer there, because it is rewardable. My

p: 178

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 334-335 - - 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:289, H. 1 - - 2
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(father used to order me to do so.(1

This list of holy places and mosques at Madinah and other places proves what has
been previously mentioned in the introduction of this discussion. The Ahl al-Bayt’s
view about holy places is based on the concept of maintaining those Islamic sites and
sacred places associated with the divine mission, since they enjoy special sacredness
where devotional acts are practiced as expressions of thanking Almighty Allah and

.respecting His commands and prohibitions

p: 179

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:292, S. 22 - - 1
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Al-Kūfah And Its Mosques

Point

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) viewed the city of Kufah as distinctive because of various
.significances

As for its historical significance, this city is connected with previous divine missions

.and prophets

(. As for its political significance, this city has always been loyal to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

As for its cultural significance, this city has played a significant role in promulgating the
(. culture of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

As for its future significance, this city is predicted to contribute greatly to the advent of
.the Awaited Imam al-Mahdi, may Allah hasten his reappearance

In many traditions that are unanimously acceptable, the significance of Kufah has
.been confirmed, apart from some details that cannot be proved by scholarly methods

The results of these truths, which are reported from the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a), have been certified through some scientific (archeological) surveys and
some ancient texts found in divine books, such as the Torah and the Psalms of David

((‘a).(1

In this respect, Abu-Bakr al-hazrami has reported that he asked Imam al-Baqir (‘a) to
name the best region after the holy precincts of Almighty Allah and the Holy Prophet

(. (s

:The Imam (‘a) thus answered

p: 180

Some of our brethren are doing some surveys in this regard, hoping that they - - 1
.would be successful to publish them in the near future
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; هُفَوکُْلا

نَیِلسَرْمُْلاوَ نَیِّیِبَّنلا  رُوُبُق  اهَیِف  .هُرَهِاَّطلا  هَُّیکَِّزلا  یَهِ 

دُجِسْمَ اهَیِفوَ  .نَیِقدِاَّصلا  ءِایَصِوْلأَاوَ  نَیِلسَرْمُْلا  رِْیغَوَ 

، هِیِف یَّلصَ  دْقَوَ  َّلاإِ  اًّیِبَن  اللهُا  ثِعَْبیَ  مَْل  يذَِّلا  لٍْیهَسُ 

نِْم مُاَّوقُْلاوَ  هُمُِئاقَ  نُوکُیَ  اهَیِفوَ  اللهِا ، لُدْعَ  رُهَظْیَ  اهَیِفوَ 

.نَیحِِلاَّصلاوَ ءِایَصِوْلأَاوَ  نَیِّیِبَّنلا  لُزِانَمَ  یَهِوَ  .هِدِْعَب 

It is Kufah! It is the perfect and pure city. In this city, there are

the graves of the prophets—both messengers and non-messengers—and the

veracious successors (of prophets). There is also the Mosque of Suhayl, in

which all the Prophets that Almighty Allah had sent offered prayers. From

this city will the Justice of Allah appear; and in this city will be His

Rising Imam and the leaders who will succeed him. It is also the abode of the

(prophets, the successors, and the righteous.(1

Sulaym—the manumitted slave of Tirbal—and other reporters have reported Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

هِفَوکُْلاِب مٍهَرْدِ  هُقَفََن 

بُسَحُْت اهَیِف  نِاتَعَکْرَوَ  اهَاوَسِ ، امَ  یِف  مٍهَرْدِ  هَِئامِِب  بُسَحُْت 

.هٍعَکْرَ هَِئامِِب 

To give as alms a single dirham at Kufah is recorded as giving one

hundred dirhams as alms in other cities. Likewise, to offer a two-unit prayer
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(thereat is regarded as offering one hundred-unit prayer.(2

Asim ibn `Abd al-Wahid al-Madini has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)`
:saying

، اللهِا مُرَحَ  هَُّکمَ 

هُفَوکُْلاوَ هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٍَّمحَُم  مُرَحَ  هُنَیدِمَْلاوَ 

مََّرحَ اًّیِلعَ  َّنإِ  .مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  بٍِلاطَ  یِبأَ  نِْب  ِّیِلعَ  مُرَحَ 

دٌَّمحَُم مََّرحَ  امَوَ  هََّکمَ  نِْم  مُیهِارَْبإِ  مََّرحَ  امَ  هِفَوکُْلا  نَِم 

.هِنَیدِمَْلا نَِم  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

Makkah is the sanctuary of Almighty Allah, Madinah the sanctuary of

Muhammad (s), and Kufah the sanctuary of `Ali ibn Abi-Talib. `Ali has deemed

sacred the city of Kufah in the same way Abraham (s) had deemed Makkah sacred

(and Muhammad (s) had deemed Madinah sacred.(3

p: 181

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 3:524, H. 10 - - 1
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Ishaq ibn Yazdad has reported that a man came to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and said that
he had transferred all his property into gold and silver and sold all his country estates,

.intending to migrate to another country. “Should I move to Makkah?” the man asked

No,” said the Imam (‘a), “because the people of Makkah blaspheme Almighty Allah“
.” publicly

.Should I move to the sanctuary of Allah’s Messenger (i.e. Madinah)?’ asked the man“

No,” said the Imam (‘a), “because the people of Madinah are more wicked than the“
.” people of Makkah

.Where should I move?” asked the man“

:The Imam (‘a) suggested

هَکَرَبَْلا َّنإِفَ  هِفَوکُْلا ; قِارَعِْلاِب  کَْیلَعَ 

اهَِبِناجَ یَلإِوَ  اذَکَهَوَ ، اذَکَهَ  لاًیِم  رَشَعَ  یْنَْثا  یلَعَ  اهَْنِم 

اللهُا جََّرفَ  َّلاإِ  فٌوهُْلمَ  لاَوَ  ُّطقَ  بٌورُکْمَ  هُاتَأَ  امَ  رٌْبقَ 

.هُْنعَ

,You should choose Kufah

Iraq because blessing is only twelve miles away from this city to the side of

which there is a tomb. Whoever agonized or distressed comes to it shall be

(certainly relieved by Almighty Allah.(1

p: 182

Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:404, H. 60. This guideline of the Imam (‘a) - - ` 1
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:Abu-Usamah has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

ضِایَرِ نِْم  هٌضَوْرَ  هُفَوکُْلا 

مُلاََّسلا امَهِْیلَعَ  مُیهِارَْبإِوَ  حٍوُن  رُْبقَ  اهَیِف  هَِّنجَْلا ;

ٍّیصِوَ هَِئامُِّتسِوَ  اًّیِبَن  نَیعِْبسَوَ  ٍّیِبَن  هَِئامَِثالََث  رُْبقَوَ 

.مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  رِیِمأَ  ءِایَصِوْلأَا  دِِّیسَ  رُْبقَوَ 

Kufah is one of the gardens of Paradise where exist the tombs of

Prophets Noah and Adam—peace be upon them—as well as three hundred and

seventy prophets, six hundred successors (of prophets), and the tomb of the

,master of the prophets’ successors; namely, the Commander of the Faithful

(peace be upon him.(1

In addition, there are other holy places in Kufah due to which this city enjoys great
.importance, merit, and sacredness

The Great Mosque of Kufah

At the top of the list of holy places is the Great Mosque of Kufah whose sacredness, as
well as the merits of offering prayers and acts of worship therein, have been
mentioned in many traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) some of which are the

:following

Shaykh al-Kulayni in al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Saduq in al-Majalis and al-Amali, al-Barqi in al-
Mahasin, Ibn Qawlawayh in Kamil al-Ziyarat, and Shaykh al-Tusi in Tahdhib al-
Ahkam, report Harun ibn Kharajah as saying that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) once asked him,
“O Harun ibn Kharijah, what is the distance between your house and the Kufah

?” Mosque? Is it about a mile

.” No,” answered Harun, “probably less than that“
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?” The Imam (‘a) further asked, “Do you perform all your prayers therein

.” No,” answered Harun, “I do not“

:The Imam (‘a) commented

هِِترَضْحَِب تُْنکُ  وَْل  امَأَ 

کَِلذَ لُضْفَ  امَ  يرِدْتَوَ  هٌلاَصَ ، هِیِف  یِنتَوفُتَ  َّلاأَ  تُوْجَرََل 

یِف یَّلصَ  دْقَوَ  َّلاإِ  ٍّیِبِن  لاَوَ  حٍِلاصَ  دٍْبعَ  نِْم  امَ  عِضِوْمَْلا ؟

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  َّنإِ  یَّتحَ  نَافَوکُ ، دِجِسْمَ 

تَْنأَ نَْیأَ  يرِدْتَأَ  لُیِئرَْبجَ : هَُل  لَاقَ  هِِب  يَرِسْأُ  اَّمَل 

: لَاقَ .نَافَوکُ  دِجِسْمَ  لُِباقَُم  تَْنأَ  اللهِا ؟ لَوسُرَ  ایَ  هَعَاَّسلا 

.نِْیتَعَکْرَ یِّلصَأُفَ  هُیَِتآ  یَّتحَ  یِّبرَ  یِل  نْذِأْتَسْافَ 

هُتَنَمَْیمَ َّنإِوَ  .هَُل  نَذِأَفَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  نَذَأْتَسْافَ 

ضِایَرِ نِْم  هٌضَوْرََل  هُطَسَوَ  َّنإِوَ  هَِّنجَْلا ، ضِایَرِ  نِْم  هٌضَوْرََل 

َّنإِوَ هَِّنجَْلا ، ضِایَرِ  نِْم  هٌضَوْرََل  هُرََّخؤَُم  َّنإِوَ  هَِّنجَْلا ،

َّنإِوَ هٍلاَصَ ، فَْلأَ  لُدِْعتََل  هِیِف  هََبوُتکْمَْلا  هَلاََّصلا 

هِیِف سَوُلجُْلا  َّنإِوَ  هٍلاَصَ ، هَِئامِسَمْخَ  لُدِْعتََل  هِیِف  هَلَِفاَّنلا 

هِیِف امَ  سُاَّنلا  مَِلعَ  وَْلوَ  هٌدَابَعَِل ، رٍکْذِ  لاَوَ  هٍوَلاَِت  رِْیغَِب 

.اًوْبحَ وَْلوَ  هُوْتَلأَ 

Had I been present in the precinct of that mosque, I would have never

missed any prayer that I could perform there. Do you know the merits of that

,place? All Prophets and virtuous saints offered prayers at the Kufah Mosque

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 1915 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


,including the Holy Prophet Muhammad (s). When he was taken to the heavens

Archangel Gabriel (‘a) said to him, ‘O Muhammad (s), do you know where you

are now? You are now opposite the Kufah Mosque.’ The Holy Prophet (s) thus

asked permission from his Lord to visit the mosque and offer a two-unit

prayer. He was thus permitted. Verily, to the right side of this mosque is a

garden of Paradise, in the middle of it a garden of Paradise, and behind it

also a garden of Paradise. To offer an obligatory prayer therein is equal in

reward to offering one thousand prayers (at other places), to offer a

supererogatory prayer therein is equal in reward to offering five hundred

prayers, and to sit there without reciting or saying any devotional statement

is considered to be an act of worship. If people were to realize the merits

(of visiting this place, they would certainly come to it, even crawling.(1

p: 184
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Shaykh al-Tusi in Tahdhib al-Ahkam, and Shaykh al-Saduq in man-la-yahzuruhu’l-
:faqih, have reported on the authority of `Ali ibn Mahziyar that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

رُخِآ هِفَوکُْلا  دِجِسْمَ  ُّدحَ 

.اًبکِارَ هُلَخُدْأَ  نْأَ  هُرَکْأَ  اَنأَوَ  مُدَآ ، هَُّطخَ  نِیجِارََّسلا 

The border of the Kufah Mosque, as sketched by (Prophet) Adam, extends

to the end of the Sarajin quarter. As for me, I dislike entering there

.riding

Who changed the borders of the mosque, then?” asked the reporter. The Imam (‘a)“
:answered

کَِلذَ لَُّوأَ  اَّمأَ 

يرَسْکِ بُاحَصْأَ  هُرََّیغَ  َّمُث  حٍوُن ، نِمَزَ  یِف  نُافَوُّطلافَ 

.نَایَْفسُ یِبأَ  نُْب  دُایَزِ  هُرََّیغَ  َّمُث  نِامَْعُّنلاوَ ،

First of all, it was changed by Prophet Noah’s flood. It was then

,changed by Khosrow, the Persian king, and al-Nu`man, the Arab king. Finally

(it was changed by Ziyad ibn Abi-Sufyan.(1

:Najm ibn Hatim has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

وَْل

دَاَّزلا هَُل  اوُّدعَلأَ  هِفَوکُْلا  دِجِسْمَ  یِف  امَ  سُاَّنلا  مُلَْعیَ 

لُدِْعتَ هِیِف  هٍضَیرِفَ  هَلاَصَ  َّنإِ  دٍیعَِب ; نٍاکَمَ  نِْم  لَحِاوََّرلاوَ 

.هًرَمْعُ لُدِْعتَ  هِیِف  هٍلَِفاَن  هَلاَصَوَ  هًَّجحِ ،

If people were to
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realize the favors they might gain when they visit Kufah Mosque, they would

certainly travel to it from remote countries. One obligatory prayer in this

mosque is equal in reward to one hajj and to offer a supererogatory prayer

(therein is equal in reward to one `Umrah.(2

Shaykh al-Saduq, in man-la-yahzuruhu’l-faqih, has

p: 185
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:reported Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

َّلاإِ لُاحَِّرلا  ُّدشَُت  لاَ 

لِوسَُّرلا دِجِسْمَوَ  مِارَحَْلا ، دِجِسْمَْلا  دَجِاسَمَ ، هَِثلاََث  یَلإِ 

.هِفَوکُْلا دِجِسْمَوَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

Trips should not be taken except to three mosques—the Sacred Mosque of

(Makkah, the Holy Prophet’s Mosque, and the Kufah Mosque.(1

Al-Asbagh ibn Nubatah has reported that Imam `Ali (‘a) addressed the following
:words to the people of Kufah

دْقََل هِفَوکُْلا ، لَهْأَ  ایَ 

لِضْفَ نِْم  اًدحَأَ ، هِِب  بُحْیَ  مَْل  امَِب  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  مُکُابَحَ 

یَّلصَُموَ سَیرِدْإِ ، تُْیَبوَ  حٍوُن  تُْیَبوَ  مَدَآ  تُْیَب  مْکَُّلاصَُم 

َّنإِوَ يََّلاصَُموَ ، رِضْخِْلا ، یخِأَ  یَّلصَُموَ  لِیِلخَْلا ، مَیهِارَْبإِ 

اهَرَاتَخْإ یِتَّلا  هِعََبرْلأَا  دِجِاسَمَْلا  دُحَلأَ  اذَهَ  مْکُدَجِسْمَ 

مَوْیَ هِِب  یَِتأُ  دْقَ  هِِب  یِّنأَکَوَ  .اهَِلهْلأَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا 

عُفَشْیَوَ مِرِحْمُْلاِب  هَُّبشَتَیَ  نِْیضَیَْبأَ  نِْیَبوَْث  یِف  هِمَایَقِْلا 

بُهَذْتَ لاَوَ  .هُُتعَافَشَ  ُّدرَُت  لاَفَ  هِیِف  یِّلصَُی  نْمَِلوَ  هِِلهْلأَِ 

.هِیِف دُوَسْلأَا  رُجَحَْلا  بَصَْنُی  یَّتحَ  یِلایََّللاوَ  مُاَّیلأَا 

، يدِْلوُ نِْم  ِّيدِهْمَْلا  یَّلصَُم  نُوکُیَ  نٌامَزَ  هِْیلَعَ  َّنیَِتأْیََلوَ 

نَاکَ َّلاإِ  نٌِمؤُْم  ضِرْلأَا  یلَعَ  یقَْبیَ  لاَوَ  نٍِمؤُْم ، ِّلکُ  یَّلصَُموَ 

یَلإِ اوُبَّرقَتَوَ  هُورُجُهْتَ  لاَفَ  .هِْیَلإِ  هُُبْلقَ  َّنحَ  وْأَ  هِِب 
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ءِاضَقَ یِف  هِْیَلإِ  اوُبغَرْاوَ  هِیِف  هِلاََّصلاِب  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا 

هُوْتَلأَ هِکَرَبَْلا  نَِم  هِیِف  امَ  سُاَّنلا  مُلَْعیَ  وْلَفَ  مْکُجِِئاوَحَ ،

.جِْلَّثلا یلَعَ  اًوْبحَ  وَْلوَ  ضِرْلأَا  رِاطَْقأَ  نِْم 

O people of Kufah, Almighty Allah has bestowed something upon you that

He has not given to any other people. It is the merit of this prayer-place of

yours, which was the house of Adam (‘a), the house of Noah(‘a), the house of

Idris (Enoch)(‘a), the prayer-place of Abraham(s), the Friend of Allah, the

prayer-place of al-Khizr (‘a), my brother, and my prayer-place. Verily, this

mosque of yours is one of four mosques chosen by Almighty Allah for the

people. On the Day of Resurrection, I see this mosque brought forward, clad

in two white garments like the costume worn by Muhrims (i.e. those entering

into the sacred state before performing the ritual hajj Pilgrimage). It will

then intercede for its people and for those who used to offer prayers

therein, and its intercession will not be rejected. Soon will the Black Stone

be installed in this mosque. In a coming age, this mosque will be the

prayer-place of Mahdi, one of my descendants, and the prayer-place of all

true faithful believers. At that time, there will be no faithful believer on

this globe but that he will be in this place or will have his heart yearning

for it. Should people come to know the blessing found in this mosque, they would

(come to it from the furthest regions of the world even crawling on snow.(2
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Moreover, some traditions have mentioned more merits and rewards for visiting this
.mosque than those mentioned for the Furthest Mosque of Jerusalem

In this respect, Muhammad ibn Ya`qub has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as narrating
:the following

One day, a man came to Imam `Ali (‘a), who was in the Kufah Mosque, and greeted
him, saying, “Peace and Allah’s mercy and blessings be upon you, O Commander of

.” the Faithful

As the Imam (‘a) responded to his greeting, the man said, “I have intended to head for
the Furthest Mosque (of Jerusalem) and I thus wanted to greet and bid you farewell

.” before I leave

(What do you expect from this journey?” the Imam (‘a“

p: 187
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.asked

.I expect to attain its reward and merit,” answered the man“

:The Imam (‘a) advised

كَدَازَ لْکُوَ  کَتَلَحِارَ  عِْبفَ 

هِیِف هََبوُتکْمَْلا  هَلاََّصلا  َّنإِفَ  دِجِسْمَْلا ; اذَهَ  یِف  ِّلصَوَ 

هُْنِم هَکَرَبَْلاوَ  هٌرَورُْبمَ  هٌرَمْعُ  هَلَِفاَّنلاوَ  هٌرَورُْبمَ  هٌَّجحِ 

هِطِسَوَ یِفوَ  .رٌکْمَ  هُرُاسَیَوَ  نٌمُْی  هُُنیمِیَ  .لاًیِم  رَشَعَ  یْنَْثا  یلَعَ 

بٌارَشَ ءٍامَ  نِْم  نٌْیعَوَ  نٍبََل  نِْم  نٌْیعَوَ  نٍهْدُ  نِْم  نٌْیعَ 

تْرَاسَ هُْنِم  .نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِل  رٍهِاطَ  ءٍامَ  نِْم  نٌْیعَوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِل ،

یَّلصَوَ قُوعُیَ ،) وَ( ثُوغُیَ ) وَ( رٌسَْن )  ) ِف هِیَ نِاکَوَ  حٍوُن ، هُنَیفِسَ 

اعَدَ امَ  .مْهُدُحَأَ  اَنأَ  اًّیصِوَ  نَوعُْبسَوَ  اًّیِبَن  نَوعُْبسَ  هِیِف 

هَُباجَأَ َّلاإِ  جِِئاوَحَْلا  نَِم  هٍجَاحَ  یِف  هٍَلأَسْمَِب  بٌورُکْمَ  هِیِف 

.هُتََبرْکُ هُْنعَ  جََّرفَوَ  یَلاعَتَ  اللهُا 

If so, you may sell your riding-animal, consume your provisions, and

pray at this mosque, for performing an obligatory prayer at this mosque is

equal (in reward) to performing one hajj, and offering a supererogatory

prayer to performing one `Umrah. The blessed area is only twelve miles away

from the mosque where its right side is felicity while its left side is ill

omen. In its center, there is a spring of oil, a spring of milk, a spring of

fresh water for the believers, and a spring of pure water for them, too. From
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this place, the ark of Prophet Noah (‘a) set off, where there had been the

idols Nasr, Yaghuth, and Ya`uq.(1) At this place too, seventy prophets and seventy

successors of prophets, one of whom is myself, offered prayers. No agonized

person prays to Almighty Allah for any request without his prayer being

(granted by Allah and his agony relieved.(2

It is maintained by many traditions that at the Kufah

p: 188

These idols, also mentioned in the Holy Qur'an (71:23), were worshipped by the - - 1
.heathen people of Prophet Noah

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 3:528, H. 1 - - 2
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Mosque there are stations ascribed to some prophets and Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a). For instance, the station of Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), is
situated at the seventh column of the mosque, the station of Imam hasan (‘a) at the
fifth, the station of Prophet Abraham (s) at the third, and the station of Archangel

(Gabriel (‘a) at the fifth, directly behind the Kindah Gate.(1

Books on supplications and formulas of ziyarah have mentioned special devotional
rites, prayers, supplications, and whispered prayers to be practiced at the Kufah
Mosque, such as the two-unit prayer of granting requests. In each unit Surah al-
Fatihah (No. 1), Surah al-Falaq (No. 113), Surah al-Nas (No. 114), Surah al-Tawhid (No.
112), Surah al-Kafirun (No. 109), Surah al-Nasr (No. 110), and Surah al-Qadr (No. 97) are
recited. Upon accomplishment, the famous Tasbih al-Zahra' litany (2) is said and then

one’s

request is made through supplication. Once one does all that, his request will be
(granted by Almighty Allah and his prayers will be responded to, Allah willing.(3

p: 189

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 3:530. Section: Recommendation of Offering - - 1
.Prayers at the Seventh and Fifth Columns of al-Kufah Mosque

Tasbih al-Zahra' is a famous litany comprising one hundred words of praising - - 2
Almighty Allah. The most famous and considerable form of it is to say allahu-akbar(u)
(Allah is the Greatest) thirty-four times, alhamdu-lillah(i) (Praise be to Allah) thirty-
three times, and subhanallah(i) (Glory be to Allah) thirty-three times. Further details
about this litany can be found in books on devotional acts, especially Shaykh `Abbas

[al-Qummi’s famous one of Mafatih al-Jinan. [Translator
Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:532; Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al- - - 3
Jinan, pp. 386-401 where details of the devotional rites at al-Kufah Mosque are

.mentioned
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Imam `Ali’s Tomb and Wadi al-Salam

In Kufah is the tomb of Imam `Ali (‘a), which is situated at the back of the city by the
side of the white hills. This region is called Ghari and Najaf. It was too dry to support
vegetation. After the appearance of Imam `Ali’s tomb in this area, the people of
Kufah used to bury their dead people there. The modern city of Najaf was established
around the tomb of Imam `Ali (‘a) and then became the central city of the Najaf

.Governorate. The city of Kufah became a district attached to it

The method and merits of visiting the tomb of Imam `Ali (‘a) have been cited within
.the chapter on the virtues of this holy place

Nasir al-Din al-Tusi has reported on the authority of Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn
:al-Fazl, the nephew of Dawud al-Raqqi, that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

یَلإِ تَّْجضَ  عٍاقَِب  عَُبرْأَ 

، اللهُا هُعَفَرَفَ  رُومُْعمَْلا  تُْیبَْلا  نِافَوُّطلا : مَاَّیأَ  اللهِا 

.سُوطُوَ ءُلاَبرْکَوَ  ُّيرِغَْلاوَ 

On the days of Noah’s flood, four regions cried to Almighty Allah: the

Much-Frequented House, which Almighty Allah thus raised, Ghari, Karbala', and

(Tus.(1

In his book, entitled Fazl al-Kufah, Muhammad ibn `Ali ibn al-hasan al-`Alawi reports,
through a chain of authority connected to `Uqbah ibn `Alqamah Abu’l-Janub, that
Imam `Ali (‘a) purchased the area between the Khawarnaq Palace and hirah in Kufah,
(or the area between Najaf and hirah, according to another narration), with forty
thousand Dirhams and called some people to witness the contract. “Why have you,
Commander of the Faithful (‘a), purchased this land at such a high price while it is

.barren?” they asked

:He answered
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یَّلصَ اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  نِْم  تُْعمِسَ 

یلَعَ اهَُلَّوأَ  ُّدرَُی  نُافَوکُ ؛ نُافَوکُ  لُوقُیَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

هََّنجَْلا نَوُلخُدْیَ  اًفْلأَ  نَوعُْبسَ  اهَرِهْظَ  نِْم  رُشَحُْی  اهَرِخِآ ،

.یکِْلِم نِْم  اورُشَحُْی  نْأَ  تُْیهَتَشْافَ  .بٍاسَحِ  رِْیغَِب 

I have heard the Messenger of Allah (s) saying, “Kufan! Kufan! The

first of it shall be returned to the last of it (because of complete

destruction to which this city will be exposed). From this region, seventy

thousand individuals shall be resurrected and allowed to enter Paradise without
settling an account with them.” I, therefore, would like these people to

(be resurrected from my property.(1

Badr ibn Khalil al-Asadi has reported on the authority of a man from Sham that Imam

:`Ali (‘a) said

اللهُا دَِبعُ  هٍعَْقُب  لَُّوأَ 

نْأَ هَکَِئلاَمَْلا  اللهُا  رَمَأَ  اَّمَل  هِفَوکُْلا ، رُهْظَ  اهَْیلَعَ 

.هِفَوکُْلا رِهْظَ  یلَعَ  اودُجَسَفَ  مَدَلآِ  اودُجُسْیَ 

The first region (of the earth) on which Almighty Allah was worshipped

is behind Kufah. That was when Almighty Allah ordered the angels to prostrate

(themselves before Adam (‘a); so, they did at the place behind Kufah.(2

habbah al-`Arani has reported that he once accompanied Imam `Ali (‘a) to Kufah.
There, the Imam (‘a) stopped at Wadi al-Salam as if he were talking to some people.
Following him, I stood with him for so long that I felt worn out. I then sat for a long
time until I grew weary. So, I stood up again until I felt tired and had to sit down again.
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Again, I sat down for so long that I felt weary. The third time, I stood up, gathered my

garment, and said, “O Commander of the Faithful (‘a), I feel pity for you because you
have been standing for such a long time. Would you like to rest for a while?” I then put

the garment on the

p: 191

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:231, H. 21 - - ` 1
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.ground so that he could sit on it

The Imam (‘a) then said to me, “O habbah, this has been no more than a discourse
.” with a faithful believer—a kind of pleasure

?” O Commander of the Faithful (‘a),” I said, “Are they communicating“

The Imam (‘a) answered, “Yes, they are. If you were now allowed to see the unseen,
.” you would see them in meetings speaking to one another

.Are they bodies or spirits?” I asked“

:The Imam (‘a) answered

نٍِمؤُْم نِْم  امَوَ  حٌاوَرْأَ ،

یقِحَْلإِ هِحِورُِل : لَیِق  َّلاإِ  ضِرْلأَا  عِاقَِب  نِْم  هٍعَْقُب  یِف  تُومُیَ 

.نٍدْعَ هَِّنجَ  نِْم  هٌعَْقُبَل  اهَّنإِوَ  .مِلاََّسلا  يدِاوَِب 

They are spirits. There is no faithful believer that dies in any region

on this earth except that his soul is allowed to join Wadi al-Salam, which is

(also an area in the Garden of Eden.(1

Safwan al-Jammal has reported that he once accompanied Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) on a
journey from Madinah to hirah. When they passed over hirah, the Imam (‘a) asked
Safwan to lead the riding-animals to the road that led to Ghari. When they reached
that place, the Imam (‘a) took out a thin rope made of coir which he had carried with
him and then moved many steps away from the road towards the west. He then
stretched that rope and stopped at its other end. He then tapped the ground with his
hands and took a handful of dust that he smelt for a long time. He then walked
towards the place where Imam `Ali’s tomb lay. On the tomb, he spread the dust with

his blessed hand, took a handful of it, smelt it, and
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sobbed so heavily that I thought he had passed away. When he recovered
consciousness, he said, “This is, by Allah, the burial place of the Commander of the

(.” Faithful (‘a

.The Imam (‘a) then drew a sketch

I asked him, “O son of Allah’s Messenger (‘a), what had made the rightful members of
?” Muhammad’s Household (‘a) refrain from showing this burial place to the people

The Imam (‘a) answered, “They feared lest the descendants of Marwan and the
.” Khawarij would damage this place

Safwan then asked the Imam (‘a) how to visit the tomb of Imam `Ali (‘a), and the
:Imam (‘a) instructed

To visit his tomb, you should bathe yourself, put on two new or clean and ceremonially

pure garments, and use a perfume, although it is acceptable without this. When you
are about to leave your house, you may say, “I am leaving my house, seeking Allah’s

(bounty… etc.”(1

Sahlah Mosque

Sahlah (or Suhayl) Mosque is one of the holy places of Kufah. Many traditions report
:the merits of this mosque, such as Imam al-Sadiq’s saying

یِتأْیَ بٍورُکْمَ  نِْم  امَ 

نِْیَئاشَعِْلا نَْیَب  نِْیتَعَکْرَ  هِیِف  یِّلصَُیوَ  هِلَهَّْسلا  دَجِسْمَ 

.هُتََبرْکُ اللهُا  جََّرفَ  َّلاإِ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  وعُدْیَوَ 

Any aggrieved person who visits al-Sahlah Mosque, performs the Maghrib

and `Isha' Prayers thereat, and supplicates, Almighty Allah will most

(certainly have his grief relieved by Him.(2
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Other traditions hold that Sahlah Mosque is the place where the prophets and
righteous persons offered prayers since the time of Prophet Abraham (s) and even

.before that

Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported on the authority of `Abdullah ibn Aban that he,
accompanied by others, visited Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) who asked if any one of them had
something to tell about Zayd ibn `Ali, the Imam’s uncle. One the attendants thus
related, “I do. One night, we gathered at the house of Mu`awiyah ibn Ishaq al-Ansari
who called us to visit Sahlah Mosque and to offer a prayer thereat. However,

.” something happened to Zayd and prevented him from going there

:Commenting on this event, the Imam (‘a) said

امَأَ

هَُّنأَ تَمِْلعَ  امَأَ  .هُذَاعَلأَ  لاًوْحَ  هِِب  اللهَا  ذَاعَتَسْا  وَِل  اللهِاوَ 

نَاکَ يذَِّلا  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ِّیِبَّنلا  سَیرِدْإِ  تِْیَب  عُضِوْمَ 

، هِقَِلامَعَْلاِب نِمَیَْلا  یَلإِ  مُیهِارَْبإِ  رَاسَ  هُْنِموَ  هِیِف ، طُیخِیَ 

ءَارَضْخَ هًرَخْصََل  هِیِف  َّنإِوَ  تَوُلاجَ ، یَلإِ  دُوُادَ  رَاسَ  هُْنِموَ 

تْذَخِأُ هِرَخَّْصلا  کَْلِت  تِحْتَ  نِْموَ  ٍّیِبَن ، ِّلکُ  لُاثَِم  اهَیِف 

هِْیلَعَ رِضْخِْلا  بِکِاَّرلا … خُانَمَُل  هَُّنإِوَ  ٍّیِبَن ؟ ِّلکُ  هُنَیطِ 

.مُلاََّسلا

By Allah (I swear), if

he had sought Almighty Allah’s protection in the name of that place, he would

certainly have been given protection for a whole year at least. Do you not

know that the Sahlah Mosque is the place where Prophet Idris (‘a) lived and

used to sew. From this place too, Prophet Abraham (s) lead the Giants towards
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Yemen. Likewise, from this place, Prophet David (‘a) moved to confront

Goliath. In this place, there is a green rock on which the picture of each

prophet was carved and from beneath this rock, the clay of every prophet

…from which they were created) was taken. The Rider also resided at this place)

(i.e. al-Khizr (‘a).(1
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:Salih ibn Abi’l-Aswad has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

انَِبحِاصَ لُزِْنمَ  هَُّنإِ  امَأَ 

.هِِلهْأَِب مَاقَ  اذَإِ 

(( Sahlah Mosque is the house where our Master (i.e. Imam al-Mahdi (‘a

(shall reside along with his family members.(1
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Imam Al-Ḥusayn’s Sanctuary

In the previous section on pilgrimages to the tombs of the Holy Imams (‘a), we have
cited the great reward and merits of visiting the tomb of Imam al-husayn (‘a), the
Master of Martyrs. This pilgrimage acquires a distinctive importance with regard to
the spiritual, cultural, political, individual, and communal significance of the Event of

'. Karbala

Moreover, Imam al-husayn’s sanctuary (also called al-ha'ir al-husayni; the place
where water would not flow over his tomb on various occasions), represented by

.Imam al-husayn’s holy shrine, enjoys great merit that no other place can ever have

Many traditions report the merits of this sanctuary, such as the following one
reported by Shaykh al-Kulayni, Shaykh Ibn Qawlawayh, and Shaykh al-Tusi, through

(: several chains of authority, from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a

رِْبقَ عِضِوْمَِل  َّنإِ 

اهَفَرَعَ نْمَ  هًفَورُْعمَ ؛ هًمَرْحُ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  نِْیسَحُْلا 

.رَیجِأُ اهَِب  رَاجَتَسْاوَ 

The place of husayn’s tomb enjoys a well-recognized sanctity. Whoever

.recognizes and seeks refuge through it, shall be protected

.The reporter then asked the Imam (‘a) to mark out the borders of that place

:The Imam (‘a) answering him said

هِرِْبقَ عِضِوْمَ  نِْم  حْسَْمإِ 

هًسَمْخَوَ هِْیلَجْرِ  هِیَحِاَن  نِْم  اًعارَذِ  نَیرِشْعِوَ  هًسَمْخَ  مَوْیَْلا 

مِوْیَ نِْم  هِرِْبقَ  عُضِوْمَوَ  .هِسِْأرَ  هِیَحِاَن  نِْم  اًعارَذِ  نَیرِشْعِوَ 

هِیِف جُرَْعُت  جٌارَْعِم  هُْنِموَ  .هَِّنجَْلا  ضِایَرِ  نِْم  هٌضَوْرَ  نَِفدُ 
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ءِامََّسلا یِف  کٍلَمَ  نِْم  امَوَ  .ءِامََّسلا  یَلإِ  هِرِاَّوزُ  لِامَعْأَِب 

یِف مْهَُل  نَذَأْیَ  نْأَ  اللهَا  نَوُلأَسْیَ  مْهُوَ  َّلاإِ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  لاَوَ 

جٌوْفَوَ لُزِْنیَ  جٌوْفَفَ  مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ  نِْیسَحُْلا  رِْبقَ  هِرَایَزِ 

.جُرُْعیَ

From the current place of his tomb, survey twenty-five cubits from the side of his feet
and twenty-five cubits from the side of the head. Since the day he was buried, the

.place of his tomb has been a garden of Paradise

From this place, the deeds of his visitors ascend to the heavens. All the angels of the
heavens and of the earth are always asking Almighty Allah to permit them to visit
husayn’s tomb. Thus, a group (of angels) is seen descending while another is

(ascending.(1

p: 196
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On the authority of his father, `Umar ibn Thabit has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as
:saying

لَْبقَ ءَلاََبرْکَ  اللهُا  قَلَخَ 

اهَسََّدقَوَ مٍاعَ ، فَْلأَ  نَیرِشْعِوَ  هٍعََبرْأَِب  هَبَْعکَْلا  قَُلخْیَ  نْأَ 

قَْلخَْلا اللهُا  قَُلخْیَ  نْأَ  لَْبقَ  تَْلازَ  امَفَ  اهَْیلَعَ ، كَرَاَبوَ 

لَضَْفأَ اللهُا  اهَلَعَجَوَ  کَِلذَکَ ، لُازَتَ  لاَوَ  هًکَرَابَُم  هًسََّدقَُم 

.هَِّنجَْلا یِف  ضِرْلأَا 

Almighty Allah had created Karbala' twenty-four thousand years before he created
the Ka`bah. Since then, He deemed it sacred and blessed it. Karbala' has thus always
been sacred and blessed even before He created the creations and for all time to

(come. He has made it the best of all the regions of the earth in Paradise.(1

Muhammad ibn Sinan reports on the authority of someone he had not named that
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

.One day, Imam `Ali (‘a) led some people on a journey

When he was about one or two miles away from Karbala', he moved toward it. When

:he arrived at the place where the martyrs of Karbala' would be martyred, he said

p: 197

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:404, H. 5 - - 1
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اتََئاِم اهَیِف  رٌْبقَ 

.مْهِعِابَْتأَِب ءٌادَهَشُ  طٍْبسِ  اتََئاِموَ  ٍّیصِوَ ، اتََئاِموَ  ٍّیِبَن ،

This is a place which contains the bodies of two hundred prophets, two hundred
successors of prophets, and two hundred descendants of prophets along with their

.followers, all of whom were martyred

Circumambulating that place, the Imam (‘a) took out his feet from the stirrup of his
:riding-animal and said repeatedly

خٌانَُم

لاَوَ مْهُلَْبقَ  نَاکَ  نْمَ  مْهُقُِبسْیَ  ءَادَهَشُ لاَ  عُرِاصَمَوَ  فٌاکَوِ 

.مْهُدَْعَب نَاکَ  نْمَ  مْهُقُحَْلیَ 

This is a residence

where the martyrs who were never excelled by those that existed before them

and shall never be surpassed by those who will exist after them will be

(martyred.(1

Imam al-husayn’s Soil

In addition to the sacredness and the rewards obtained from visiting the holy shrine
of Imam al-husayn (‘a), Almighty Allah has given this place further positive (i.e.
material) particularities one of which is that the soil of this place brings about healing
for the sick. Accordingly, master jurisprudents have permitted using a very small

amount of this soil for healing purposes even though it is generally forbidden to eat
(any amount of soil.(2

p: 198
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َّلکُ َّنإِفَ  هِِب ، اوکَُّربَتَِل  اًئْیشـَ  یِتَبرُْت  نِْم  اوذُخُأْتَ  لاَوَ  : Imam Musa al-Kazim (‘a) is reported to have said - - 2
Do not eat َانَِئایَِلوْأَو. انَِتعَیشـِِل  ءًافَشـِ  اهَلَعَجَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِفَ  مُلاََّسلا ، امـَهِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ  نِْب  نِْیسـَحُْلا  يَِّدجـَ  هََبرُْت  َّـلاإِ  هٌمََّرحَُم  انـََل  هٍَبرُْت 
any amount of the soil of my grave for seeking blessing, because the soil of our
graves is forbidden for eating except the soil of the grave of husayn ibn `Ali (‘a), my

grandfather. Almighty Allah has made this soil carry remedy for our Shi`ah and
.loyalists. See al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:414
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Many traditions recommend seeking healing from the soil of Imam al-husayn’s tomb.
For instance, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported on the authority of Yunus ibn al-Rabi`

:that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

هِْیلَعَ نِْیسَحُْلا  سِْأرَ  دَْنعِ 

َّلاإِ ءٍادَ  ِّلکُ  نِْم  ءٌافَشِ  اهَیِف  ءُارَمْحَ  هٌَبرُْتَل  مُلاََّسلا 

.مَاَّسلا

At the head of husayn’s tomb, there is red soil that holds remedy for

(all maladies except death.(1

Abdullah ibn Ya`fur reports that he once said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “Some people`
take a piece of the soil of Imam al-husayn’s tomb and it benefits them; however,

?” when others do this, they do not find any benefit. Why is that

:The Imam (‘a) commented

دٌحَأَ هُذُخُأْیَ  لاَ  اللهِاوَ ، لاَ 

.هِِب هُعَفََن  َّلاإِ  هِِب  هُعُفَْنیَ  اللهَا  َّنأَ  يرَیَ  وَهُوَ 

This is untrue. I swear it by Allah. Every one who takes from this soil

and believes that Almighty Allah will benefit him by it, will certainly find

(benefit.(2

Shaykh al-Tusi has reported on the authority of Zayd al-Shahham that Imam al-Sadiq
:(‘a) said

p: 199
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Verily, Almighty Allah has made the soil of husayn’s tomb a remedy for all maladies

and security against all feared matters. When you intend to use any amount of it, kiss
:it, pass it over both your eyes and the other body organs and then say the following

هِذِهَ ِّقحَِب  َّمهَُّللاَ 

هِِّدجَ ِّقحِِبوَ  اهَیِف  �يوََثوَ  اهَِب  َّلحَ  نْمَ  ِّقحَِبوَ  هَِبرُّْتلا 

ِّقحَِبوَ هِدِْلوُ  نِْم  هَِّمِئلاَاوَ  هِیخِاَوَ  هِِّمأُوَ  هِیِباَوَ 

ءٍادَ ِّلکُ  نِْم  ءًافَشِ  اهَتَْلعَجَ  َّلاإِِ  هِِب  نَیِّفاحَْلا  هِکَِئلاَمَْلا 

اَّمِم اًزرْحِوَ  هٍفَآ  ِّلکُ  نِْم  هًاجََنوَ  ضٍرَمَ  ِّلکُ  نِْم  اًءرُْبوَ 

.رُذَحْاَوَ فُاخَاَ 

O Allah, for the sake of this dust, for the sake of him who resided in

,it and occupied it, for the sake of his grandfather, his father, his mother

his brother, and the Imams from his descendants (‘a), and for the sake of the

angels who surround him, [I beseech You to] make it a remedy for all

maladies, a cure for all diseases, a security against all epidemics, and a

.refuge against whatever I fear

.After that, one may use it

Abu-Usamah commented, “Since I have used it from early times, I have found it
exactly as Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) had said. Since then, I have never faced any misfortune,

.” thanks to Almighty Allah

It is also recommended to use rosaries whose beads are made of the clay of Imam al-
husayn’s tomb. One of the merits of such rosaries is that the reward of praising and
glorifying Almighty Allah is recorded for one who carries such rosaries in the hand

.even if he is inattentive
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Muhammad ibn `Abdullah ibn Ja`far al-himyari reports that he once wrote a letter to
a Jurisprudent asking him whether it is or not permissible to use rosaries made of the

.clay of Imam al-husayn’s tomb and whether there is a merit in doing so

p: 200
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:My letter, he said, was answered back as follows

حُِّبسَُت

َّنأَ هِِلضْفَ  نِْموَ  هُْنِم ، لُضَْفأَ  حِبَُّسلا  نَِم  ءٍیْشَ  یِف  امَفَ  هِِب ،

هَُل بُتَکُْیفَ  هَحَْبُّسلا  رُیدُِیوَ  حَیِبسَّْتلا  یسَْنیَ  حَِّبسَمُْلا 

.حُیِبسَّْتلا کَِلذَ 

.You may use it (i.e

the clay) in making rosaries, for there are no rosaries better than those

made of this clay. One of the merits of glorifying Almighty Allah using such

rosaries is that when one, having such a rosary in the hand, omits uttering

(words of glorification, the reward of it is still recorded for him.(1

Response of Prayers under his Dome

Another distinctive merit of Imam al-husayn’s holy shrine is that all supplicatory
.prayers offered under the dome of this shrine will be responded

In the word of Ahmad ibn Fahad, it is reported that Almighty Allah has compensated

:Imam al-husayn (‘a) for his martyrdom with four characteristics

He has made the clay of his tomb a remedy for ailments ( 1)

He responds to all prayers offered under the dome of his tomb ( 2)

He made the other Holy Imams (‘a) descend from him ( 3)

He has determined the days during which his tomb is visited to be added to the ( 4)
lifespan of its pilgrims

Shu`ayb al-`Aqarqufi has reported that he once asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about the
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:reward of visiting the tomb of Imam al-husayn (‘a), and he answered

p: 201

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:420, H. 1 - - 1
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امَ بُْیعَشُ ، ایَ 

… هًلَجِآوَ هًلَجِاعَ  بَیجُِتسْا  َّلاإِ  هًوَعْدَ  اعَدَوَ  دٌحَأَ  هُدَْنعِ  یَّلصَ 

رَفِغُ دْقَ  مُلاََّسلا : هِْیلَعَ  نِْیسَحُْلا  رِِئازَِل  لُاقَُی  امَ  رُسَْیأَ 

.اًدیدِجَ لاًمَعَ  مَوْیَْلا  فِِنأْتَسْافَ  کََل 

O Shu`ayb, whoever offers a prayer at his tomb or

supplicates, will certainly have his supplication responded sooner or later….The

least thing said to a pilgrim of Imam al-husayn’s tomb is the following: You

(are forgiven; therefore, make for yourself a new beginning on this day.(1

Many other traditions have reported many rewards for those offering prayers and
(. performing devotional acts at the tomb of Imam al-husayn (‘a

Ja`far ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) to have addressed
:the following words to someone

کََل تْضَرَعَ  اذَإِ  کَعُنَمْیَ  امَ 

یِّلصَُتفَ مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  نِْیسَحُْلا  رَْبقَ  یَِتأْتَ  نْأَ  هٌجَاحَ 

هَلاََّصلا َّنإِفَ  کَتَجَاحَ ؟ لُأَسْتَ  َّمُث  تٍاعَکَرَ ، عََبرْأَ  هُدَْنعِ 

هُدَْنعِ هُلَِفاَّنلا  هُلاََّصلاوَ  هًَّجحِ ، لُدِْعتَ  هُدَْنعِ  هَضَورُْفمَْلا 

.هًرَمْعُ لُدِْعتَ 

,What prevents you, when you need any of your requests to be granted

,from coming to the tomb of husayn (‘a), offering a four-unit prayer there

and then imploring for what you need? Verily, an obligatory prayer that is

performed there is equal to one hajj Pilgrimage and a supererogatory prayer
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(to one `Umrah.(2

:Abu’l-Numayr has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

َّنإِ

لَوُبقَ اهَْلبَْقیَ  مْلَفَ  رِاصَْملأَا  لِهْأَ  یلَعَ  تْضَرِعُ  انَتَیَلاَوِ 

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رِیِمأَ  رَْبقَ  َّنأَ  کَِلذَوَ  ءٌیْشَ ، هِفَوکُْلا  لِهْأَ 

یِنْعیَ رَخَآ ، اًرْبقََل  هِِتقَزُْل  یَلإِ  َّنإِوَ  هِیِف ، مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 

یِّلصَُی هُاتَأَ  تٍآ  نِْم  امَوَ  مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ  نِْیسَحُْلا  رَْبقَ 

اهَاضَقَ َّلاإِ  هُتَجَاحَ  اللهَا  لَأَسَ  َّمُث  اًعَبرْأَ  وْأَ  نِْیتَعَکْرَ  هُدَْنعِ 

.کٍلَمَ فُْلأَ  مٍوْیَ  َّلکُ  هُُّفحُیََل  هَُّنإِوَ  هَُل ،

The (divinely

designated) loyalty to our leadership was offered to the people of all

.countries, but none accepted it like the acceptance of the people of Kufah

.This is because the tomb of the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) lies there

((. Next to him, there is another tomb (that is the tomb of Imam al-husayn (‘a

No visitor comes to that tomb, offers a two or four-unit prayer, and then

prays to Almighty Allah to grant him his request but that He shall certainly

(grant him that request. Everyday, one thousand angels surround this tomb.(3

p: 202
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:406, H. 4 - - 3
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Optionality of Performing the Prayers in Complete or Shortened Form

The holy shrine of Imam al-husayn (‘a) is one of the four places where it is optional to
perform the obligatory prayers in complete or shortened form by travelers.(1) The
other three places are the city of Makkah (or the Sacred Mosque specifically), the city
of Madinah (or the Holy Prophet’s Mosque specifically), and the Kufah Mosque. This
verdict has been issued by a large number of scholars and well-qualified

(jurisprudents.(2

-In this connection, hammad ibn Isa has reported Imam al

p: 203

One of the unanimously agreed upon laws of Islam is that a traveler, under - - 1
certain circumstances, is required to perform the obligatory prayers in shortened (i.e.
qasr) form; that is to lessen the four-unit prayer into two units. Exempted from this
general law are the travelers to four defined places, one of which is the holy shrine of

[Imam husayn (‘a). [Translator
See, for example, Sayyid Muhsin al-hakim, Minhaj al-Salihin 1:361, Q. 71 and Sayyid - - 2

.Abu’l-Qasim al-Khu'i, Minhaj al-Salihin 1:255, Q. 952
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:Sadiq (‘a) as saying

اللهِا مِْلعِ  نِوزُخْمَ  نِْم 

یَّلصَ هِِلوسُرَ  مِرَحَوَ  اللهِا ، مِرَحَ  نَطِاوَمَ : هِعََبرْأَ  یِف  مُامَْتلإِا 

، مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  رِیِمأَ  مِرَحَوَ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

.مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ  نِْب  نِْیسَحُْلا  مِرَحَوَ 

Of the collective knowledge of Almighty Allah it is revealed to perform

the (obligatory) prayer in the complete form at four places; (1) the

Sanctuary of Almighty Allah, (2) the Sanctuary of His Messenger (s), (3) the

Sanctuary of the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), and (4) the Sanctuary of

(husayn ibn `Ali (‘a).(1

:Similarly, Ziyad al-Qandi has reported Imam al-Riza (‘a) as saying to him

امَ کََل  ُّبحِأُ  دُایَزِ ، ایَ 

هَلاََّصلا َّمِتأَ  یسِْفنَِل ; هُرَکْأَ  امَ  کََل  هُرَکْأَوَ  یسِْفنَِل  ُّبحِأُ 

.نِْیسَحُْلا رِْبقَ  دَْنعِوَ  هِفَوکُْلاِبوَ  نِْیمَرَحَْلا  یِف 

O Ziyad, I love for you whatever I love for myself and I hate for you

whatever I hate for myself. Perform the prayers in the complete form at the

(two Sanctuaries (of Makkah and Madinah), in Kufah, and at the tomb of husayn (‘a).(2
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Other Mosques and Holy Places

Jerusalem and the Furthest Mosque

The Furthest Mosque (al-masjid al-aqsa) is the place to which the Holy Prophet (s)
was carried at night (during his Night Ascension to the heavens) and to which the Holy

:Qur'an has referred to, saying

رُیصِبَْلا عُیمَِّسلا  وَهُ  هَُّنإِ  انَِتایَآ  نِْم  هُیَرُِنِل  هَُلوْحَ  انَکْرَاَب  يذَِّلا  یصَْقأَْلا  دِجِسْمَْلا  یَلإِ  مِارَحَْلا  دِجِسْمَْلا  نَِم  الًْیَل  هِدِْبعَِب  يرَسْأَ  يذَِّلا  نَاحَْبسُ 

Glory be to Him Who made His servant to go on a night from the Sacred

Mosque to the Furthest Mosque of which We have blessed the precincts so that

.We may show to him some of Our signs. Surely, He is the Hearing, the Seeing

(17:1)

According to other traditions, the Furthest Mosque (of Jerusalem) was the place from
which the Holy Prophet (s) started his night ascension to the heavens.(1) At that place
too, there is a famous rock known to be the very place of the Holy Prophet’s

.ascension to the skies

About the merit of this mosque, a famous tradition upon which all Muslims

:unanimously agree reports the following

: ثٍلاََث دَجِاسَمَ  یَلإِ  َّلاإِ  لُاحَِّرلا  ُّدشَُت  لاَ 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ِّیِبَّنلا  دِجِسْمَوَ  مِارَحَْلا  دِجِسْمَْلا 

.یصَْقلأَا دِجِسْمَْلاوَ 

Luggage must not be

packed except for travel to three mosques: the Sacred Mosque (of Makkah), the

(Prophet’s Mosque, and the Furthest Mosque.(2
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Al-huwayzi, Tafsir Nur al-Thaqalayn 3:103, H. 10 as quoted from `Ali ibn Ibrahim’s - - 1
(. famous book of Tafsir (exegesis of the Holy Qur'an

.Sahih al-Bukhari 2:56; Sahih Muslim 4:126 - - 2
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Traditions that are reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) confirm this distinctive feature.
:In this respect, Abu-hamzah al-Thumali has quoted Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

هُعََبرْلأَا دُجِاسَمَْلا 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  دُجِسْمَوَ  مُارَحَْلا ، دُجِسْمَْلا 

هُضَیرِفَْلا .هِفَوکُْلا  دُجِسْمَوَ  سِدِْقمَْلا ، تِْیَب  دُجِسْمَوَ  هِِلآوَ ،

.هًرَمْعُ لُدِْعتَ  اهَیِف  هُلَِفاَّنلاوَ  هًَّجحِ ، لُدِْعتَ  اهَیِف 

The most distinctive mosques are four: (1) the Sacred Mosque (of

Makkah), (2) the Prophet’s Mosque, (3) the Mosque of Jerusalem, and (4) the Kufah

(Mosque. An obligatory prayer performed at these mosques is equal (in reward

(to one hajj Pilgrimage and a supererogatory prayer to one `Umrah.(1

Al-Sakuni has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) on the authority of his father on the
:authority of Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

هٌلاَصَ

دِجِسْمَْلا یِف  هٌلاَصَوَ  هٍلاَصَ ، فَْلأَ  لُدِْعتَ  سِدِْقمَْلا  تِْیَب  یِف 

سٌمْخَ هِلَیِبقَْلا  دِجِسْمَ  یِف  هٌلاَصَوَ  هٍلاَصَ ، هَُئاِم  مِظَعْلأَا 

هَرَشْعَ اتَنَْثإ  قِوُّسلا  دِجِسْمَ  یِف  هٌلاَصَوَ  هًلاَصَ ، نَورُشْعِوَ 

.هٌدَحِاوَ هٌلاَصَ  هُدَحْوَ  هِِتْیَب  یِف  لِجَُّرلا  هُلاَصَوَ  هًلاَصَ ،

One prayer offered at

the mosque of Jerusalem is equal to one thousand prayers, one prayer at the

Great Mosque is equal to one hundred, one prayer at the tribe mosque is equal

to twenty-five, and one prayer at the mosque of the market is equal to
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(twelve, while one prayer at one’s house alone is considered one only.(2

The Khif Mosque

Among the other holy places that are deemed sacred by

p: 206
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Muslims is the Khif Mosque at Mina, which is the grand mosque there. A number of
traditions from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) report the merits of this mosque, the merits of

.offering devotional acts therein, and the method of offering such acts

Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of authority that Imam al-Sadiq
:(‘a) said

دِجِسْمَ یِف  ِّلصَ 

اللهُا یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  دِجِسْمَ  نُاکَمَوَ  ینَِم ، دُجِسْمَ  وَهُوَ  فِیخِْلا 

طِسَوَ یِف  یِتَّلا  هِرَانَمَْلا  دَْنعِ  هِدِهْعَ  یلَعَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ 

اًعارَذِ نَیِثلاََث  نِْم  اًوحَْن  هِلَْبقِْلا  یَلإِ  اهَقَوْفَوَ  دِجِسْمَْلا ،

.کَِلذَ نِْم  اًوحَْن  اهَفِْلخَوَ  اهَرِاسَیَ  نْعَوَ  اهَِنیمِیَ  نْعَوَ 

; لْعَْفافَ هِیِف  كََّلاصَُم  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  تَْعطَتَسْا  نِإِفَ  کَِلذَ  َّرحَتَفَ 

فَیخِْلا یَِّمسُ  امََّنإِوَ  ٍّیِبَن ، فُْلأَ  هِیِف  یَّلصَ  دْقَ  هَُّنإِفَ 

یَِّمسُ يدِاوَْلا  نِعَ  عَفَتَرْا  امَوَ  يدِاوَْلا ، نِعَ  عٌفِتَرُْم  هَُّنلأَِ 

.اًفیخِ

Offer prayers at the Khif Mosque, which is the mosque of Mina and the place of the
Holy Prophet’s prostration, specifically near the column that is in the center of this
mosque and about thirty cubits towards the kiblah direction and to its left, right, and
back. Investigate this very place and make it your prayer-place, if possible, because
one thousand prophets offered prayers here. This mosque has been called so

,because it is mounting up the valley

(and every mounting place is called khif.(1

Other traditions have mentioned the merits of offering prayers and devotional acts at
this mosque. Shaykh al-Saduq, through a valid chain of authority, has reported Imam

:al-Baqir (‘a) as saying
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فِیخِْلا دِجِسْمَ  یِف  یَّلصَ  نْمَ 

هَدَابَعِ تَْلدَعَ  هُْنِم  جَرُخْیَ  نْأَ  لَْبقَ  هٍعَکْرَ  هََئاِم  ینَمِِب 

هَُل بَِتکُ  هٍحَیِبسْتَ  هََئاِم  هِیِف  اللهَا  حََّبسَ  نْمَوَ  اًماعَ ، نَیعِْبسَ 

تَْلدَعَ هٍلَیِلهْتَ  هََئاِم  هِیِف  اللهَا  لََّلهَ  نْمَوَ  هٍبَقَرَ ، قِْتعِ  رِجْأَکَ 

هٍدَیمِحْتَ هََئاِم  هِیِف  اللهَا  دَمِحَ  نْمَوَ  هٍمَسََن ، ءِایَحْإِ  رَجْأَ 

اللهِا لِیِبسَ  یِف  هِِب  قَُّدصَتَیَ  نِْیقَارَعِْلا  جِارَخَ  رَجْأَ  تَْلدَعَ 

.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ 

Whoever offers one hundred units of prayers at the Khif Mosque before

he leaves it, his prayers will be equal in reward to doing acts of worship

for seventy years. Whoever glorifies Almighty Allah at this mosque one

hundred times, will have the reward of manumitting a slave. Whoever professes

,Almighty Allah’s being the One and Only God at this mosque one hundred times

.his words will be equal to the reward of giving life to a human being

Whoever praises Almighty Allah one hundred times at this mosque, his doxology

will be equal to the reward of giving as alms for Almighty Allah’s sake the tributes

(of both Kufah and Basrah in Iraq.(2
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:Shaykh al-Kulayni has also quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

ِّلصَ

.هِعَمَوَّْصلا لِصْأَ  یِف  ینَِم  دِجِسْمَ  یِف  تٍاعَکَرَ  َّتسِ 

Offer six units of

(prayer at the center of the Mina Mosque.(1

Buratha Mosque

One of the famous mosques of Baghdad, the Buratha Mosque is situated on the road
between Baghdad and Kazimiyyah. In his book of Mu`jam al-Buldan, al-hamawi, one
of the historians of the fifth century, has referred to this mosque. Likewise, traditions
reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have referred to this mosque. Shaykh al-Qummi, in

-his book of Mafatih al
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.Jinan,(1) has also mentioned this mosque and its merits with some details

Let us now cite a tradition that is reported by Shaykh al-Saduq, in man-la-
yahzuruhu’l-faqih and Shaykh al-Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam, on the authority of Jabir

(: ibn `Abdullah al-Ansari, the magnificent companion of the Holy Prophet (s

Upon his return from fighting the evil forces, Imam `Ali (‘a) led about one hundred
thousand men in a congregational prayer at Buratha. Upon completion, a Christian
man came out from his hermitage and asked about the commander-in-chief of our

(. army. He was thus led to Imam `Ali (‘a

.Are you a prophet, sir?” asked the Christian“

.” No, I am not,” answered Imam `Ali (‘a), “the prophet, who is my master, has died“

.So, you are a prophet’s successor, are you not?” asked the man“

Yes, I am,” answered Imam `Ali (‘a) and asked the man to sit with him, “Why have “
(. you asked these questions?” asked Imam `Ali (‘a

The man explained, “This hermitage was established here because of this place,
which is Buratha. In the divinely revealed books, I have read that no one except a
prophet or a prophet’s successor would lead such a group in a prayer at this place. I

.” have just come to declare my conversion to Islam

So, the man became a Muslim and accompanied us to Kufah. On their way, Imam `Ali
?” (‘a) asked him, “Do you know who offered prayers at this place

.Jesus and his mother (‘a) did,” answered the man“

(. May I tell you more,” suggested Imam `Ali (‘a“

.Yes, please,” answered the man“

p: 209
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The Friend of Allah (i.e. Prophet Abraham (s)) also offered prayers at this place,”“
(informed Imam `Ali (‘a).(1

Imam al-Riza’s Holy Shrine

About the merits, rewards, and significance of visiting the tomb of Imam `Ali ibn Musa
al-Riza (‘a) in the land

of Khurasan, many traditions have been reported in a supportive manner. Some of
these have been previously cited in the discussion of pilgrimages to the Holy Imams

(. (‘a

In addition to the merits and rewards of making pilgrimages to this place, many other
traditions and texts have confirmed the sanctity of the blessed tomb. As has been

:previously cited, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

یَلإِ تَّْجضَ  عٍاقَِب  عَُبرْأَ 

، اللهُا هُعَفَرَفَ  رُومُْعمَْلا  تُْیبَْلا  نِافَوُّطلا : مَاَّیأَ  اللهِا 

.سُوطُوَ ءُلاَبرْکَوَ  ُّيرِغَْلاوَ 

On the days of Noah’s flood, four regions cried to Almighty Allah: the

Much-Frequented House, which Almighty Allah thus raised, Ghari, Karbala', and

(Tus.(2

Shaykh al-Saduq, in his books of man-la-yahzuruhu’l-faqih, al-Majalis, and `Uyun
Akhbar al-Riza, has reported through a valid chain of authority that al-hasan ibn `Ali

:ibn Fazzal quoted Imam al-Riza (‘a) as saying

نَاسَارَخُِب َّنإِ 

لافَ هِکَِئلامَْلا  فَلَتَخُْم  رُیصِتَ  نٌامَزَ  اهَْیلَعَ  یِتأْیَ  هًعَْقُبَل 

خَفَْنُی نْأَ  یَلإِ  دُعَصْیَ  جٌوْفَوَ  ءِامََّسلا  نَِم  لُزِْنیَ  جٌوْفَ  لُازَیَ 
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.رِوُّصلا یِف 

There is an area in Khurasan where angels will come and go. All the

time a group of angels will be landing there from the sky and another group

will be departing from there to go to the heavens. This will continue forever

.until the Trumpet is sounded
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.Which area is this?” the Imam (‘a) was asked“

:He answered

یَهِفَ سَوطُ  ضِرْأَِب  یَهِ 

کَْلِت یِف  یِنرَازَ  نْمَ  هَِّنجَْلا  ضِایَرِ  نِْم  هٌضَوْرَ  هَِّللاوَ 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  هَِّللا  لَوسُرَ  رَازَ  نْمَکَ  نَاکَ  هِعَْقُبْلا 

هٍرَورُْبمَ هٍَّجحَ  فِْلأَ  بَاوََث  هَُل  یَلاعَتَوَ  كَرَابَتَ  هَُّللا  بَتَکَوَ 

مَوْیَ هُءَاعَفَشُ  یِئاَبآوَ  اَنأَ  تُْنکُوَ  هٍَلوُبْقمَ  هٍرَمْعُ  فِْلأَوَ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا

It is in the land of Tus and it is, by Allah, a garden of Paradise. Whoever visits me in
this area will be as if he has visited the Messenger of Allah (s) and

Almighty Allah will record for him the rewards of one thousand hajj Pilgrimages, one
thousand `Umrahs, and my fathers

(and I will be his intercessors on the Resurrection Day.(1

Al-Saqr ibn Dalaf has reported that he heard `Ali ibn Muhammad ibn `Ali al-Riza (i.e.
:Imam al-Hadi (‘a)) saying

نْمَ

هِْیلَعَ اضَِّرلا  يَِّدجَ  رَْبقَ  رْزُیَْلفَ  هٌجَاحَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  هَُل  تَْناکَ 

هِسِْأرَ دَْنعِ  ِّلصَُیْلوَ  لٍسْغُ ، یلَعَ  وَهُوَ  سَوطُِب  مُلاََّسلا 

هَُّنإِفَ هِِتوُنُق ، یِف  هُتَجَاحَ  یَلاعَتَ  اللهَا  لِأَسْیَْلوَ  نِْیتَعَکْرَ ،

َّنإِ .مٍحِرَ  هَعَیطِقَ  وْأَ  اًمَثأْمَ  لْأَسْیَ  مَْل  امَ  هَُل  بُیجِتَسْیَ 

نٌِمؤُْم اهَرُوزُیَ  هَِّنجَْلا لاَ  عِاقَِب  نِْم  هٌعَْقُبَل  هِرِْبقَ  عَضِوْمَ 
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.رِارَقَْلا رَادَ  هُلَخَدْأَوَ  رِاَّنلا  نَِم  یَلاعَتَ  اللهُا  هُقَتَعْأَ  َّلاإِ 

Whoever has a request

to be granted by Almighty Allah should visit the tomb of al-Riza (‘a), my

grandfather, in Tus after performing the ritual bath. He should then offer a

two-unit prayer at the side of the Imam’s head and ask Almighty Allah to

(. grant him his request in the ritual supplication of that prayer (i.e. qunut

If he does all that, his request will certainly be granted unless he has

,asked for a sin or a matter that leads to cutting off of family ties. Verily

the place of his tomb is an area of Paradise. Any believer that visits it

will be released by Almighty Allah from Hellfire and allowed into the Abode

(of Settlement.(2

p: 211

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:445, H. 4 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:446, H. 2 - - 2
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(Qum: the Tomb of Lady Fatimah the Daughter of Imam al-Kazim (‘a

In the sight of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), the city of Qum has a special significance and a vital
role in the history and life of the virtuous community. In its cultural aspect, this city
seems to occupy the second place after the city of Kufah because it has been joined

with this city in many traditions.(1) As for the scholastic aspect of Shi`ism, the

p: 212

دَقُِف اذَإِ  : Muhammad ibn Sahl ibn Alyasa` has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying - - 1
When security is ِمْهِرِاوَجـ. نْعَ  بَرَهَْلا  بَرَهَْلافـَ  بَـیِّطلاوَ  ءَاسـَِّنلا  اوُلزَتَـعْاوَ  لِوُـیخُْلا  یلَعَ  سُاَّنلا  بَکـِرَوَ  دِابـَعِْلا  نَِـم  نُْمـَلأا 
lacking and people ride on their horses and isolate themselves from women and
perfume, flee from their vicinity. “May Allah accept me as ransom for you,” said the

َّمُق یَلإِ  وْأَ  اهـَیحِاوََنوَ  هِفَوکـُْلا  یَلإِ  : reporter, “Where should we flee to?” The Imam (‘a) answered
Flee to Kufah and its districts or Qum and its outskirts, for .امَهُْنعَ  عٌوُفدْمـَ  ءََـلابَْلا  َّنإِفـَ  اهـَْیَلاوَحَوَ 
tribulation shall be repelled from these two cities. `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar

َّمُق لُهْأَوَ  انـَُملاَعْأَ ، نَاسـَارَخُ  لُـهْأَ  : 57:214, H. 29. Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said
The people of Khurasan are our signs, the مْهُْنِم. نُحَْنوَ  اَّنِم  دِاوََّسلا  اذَهَ  لُهْأَوَ  اَندُاتَوْأَ ،  هِفَوکُْلا  لُهْأَوَ  اَنرُاصَْنأَ ،
people of Qum our supporters, the people of Kufah our pillars, and the people of Iraq
are from us and we are from them. `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 57:214, H. 30.

کُِلهْیَسـَ نْکَِلوَ  مْهِِتعَیشـِ ، يوَأْمـَوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  لِآ  ُّشعِ  ُّمُق  : Imam al-Kazim (‘a) is also reported to have said
َّلکُوَ يدِاعَلأَا  َّرشـَ  مْهُْنعَ  اللهُا  عُفَدْیـَ  کَِلذَ  عَمَوَ  مْهِخِِیاشَمَوَ ، مْهِءِارَبَکُِب  هِیَرِخُّْسلاوَ  فِافَخِْتسـْلإاوَ  مْهِءِاَبآ  هِیَصـِْعمَِب  مْهِِبابَشـَ  نِْم  هٌعَامـَجَ 

Qum is the refuge of Muhammad’s Household (s) and the shelter of their partisans ُءٍوس.
(i.e. Shi`ah). However, a group of their youths will be annihilated for disobedience of
their fathers and the belittling and mocking of their grand personalities and chiefs.
Otherwise, Almighty Allah will ward off from them their enemies and every

.misfortune. `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 57:214, H. 31
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religious school of Qum is seen as an extension of the religious school of Kufah and
the second educational site that comes after it. From the city of Kufah, people from
the Ash`ar Tribe migrated to Qum and scholars of the virtuous community arrived
successively in this city down the ages. Some texts predict that this city would play a

(major role in the life of the virtuous community.(1

p: 213

About the history of the city of Qum, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), having mentioned the city - - 1
، مُّق اهََل  لُاقَُی  هٍدَْـلبَِب  مُْلعِْلا  رُهَظْیَ  َّمُث  اهَرِحْجُ ، یِف  هَُّیحَْلا  رُزَأْتَ  امَکَ  مُْلعِْلا  اهـَْنعَ  رُزَأْیـَوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  نَِم  هُفَوکُ  وُلخْتَسـَ  : of Kufah, said

رِوهُظُ بِرُْق  دَْنعِ  کَِلذَوَ  لِاجَحِْلا ، یِف  تِارََّدخَمُْلا  یَّتحَ  نِیِّدلا  یِف  فٌعَضـْتَسُْم  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  یقَْبیَ  یَّتحَ لاَ  لِضْفَْلاوَ  مِْلعِْلِل  اًندِْعمَ  رُیصـِتَوَ 
هُْنِم مُْلعِْلا  ضُیفِیَفَ  هٌَّجحُ ، ضِرْلأَا  یِف  قَْبیَ  مَْلوَ  اهَِلهْأَِب  ضُرْلأَا  تِخَاسََل  کَِلذَ  لاَوَْلوَ  هَِّجحُْلا ، مِاقـَمَ  نِْیمَِئاقـَ  هُلَهْأَوَ  َّمُق  اللهُا  لُعـَجْیَفَ  انـَمِِئاقَ ،
َّمُث مُْلعِْلاوَ ، نُیِّدـلا  هِْیَلإِ  غَّْلبَُی  مَْل  ضِرْـَلأا  یلَعَ  دٌحـَأَ  یقَْبیَ  ـَلا  یَّتحَ  قِْلخَْلا  یلَعَ  اللهِا  هَُّجحُ  ُّمِتِیفَ  بِرِْغمَْلاوَ ، قِرِشـْمَْلا  یِف  دَِـلاِبْلا  رِِئاسـَ  یَلإِ 
Kufah will be .هُتََّجحُ  مْهِرِاکَْنإِ  دَْـعَب  َّلاإِ  دِابَعِْلا  نَِم  مُقِتَْنیَ  اللهَا لاَ  َّنـَِلأ  دِابـَعِْلا ، یلَعَ  هِطِخَسـَوَ  اللهِا  هِمَْقِنِل  اًببَسـَ  رُیصـِیَوَ  مُِئاقـَْلا  رُهَظْیَ 
empty of true believers, and knowledge will leave this city as a snake leaves its hole.
Then, knowledge will emerge in a town called Qum, which will then become the center
of knowledge and superiority until there will remain there no single individual, even
women in their boudoirs, uneducated in religious knowledge. That will be at a time

close to the advent of our Rising Imam (i.e. al-Mahdi). Hence, Almighty Allah will make

the city of Qum and its inhabitants take the place of His Proof, the Imam. Without this,
the earth would certainly sink with its people and there would not be anyone playing
the role of Allah’s proof on earth. Knowledge will then spout forth from this city to the
peoples in the west and the east of the earth and none will remain too remote to
receive the knowledge of the religion. Then, the Rising Imam will become the cause of
Almighty Allah’s chastisement and wrath on the [disobedient] creatures. This is
because Almighty Allah does not chastise any people except after they deny His

.argument against them. `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 57:214, H. 31
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This prediction has come true due to the harsh circumstances encountered by the
religious school of Najaf in this age and the great favor of Almighty Allah endowed
upon Iran where the government of Islam was established under the leadership of
the religious leader, Imam Khumayni, and the active contribution of the religious

.school of Qum towards this great achievement

As a result, a vital development in the religious school of Qum as well as its role and
.status took place

The existence of the tomb of Lady Fatimah al-Ma`sumah the daughter of Imam Musa
al-Kazim (‘a) in the city of Qum has been significant in the development and growth of
the educational and religious state of this city. In addition, traditions reported from
Imam al-Riza (‘a) about the merits of visiting the tomb of this lady are considered
another factor in the development of religious studies in this city, being the center of

.an important class of narrators during certain stages of the history of Shi`ism

In the previous discussion of the pilgrimages to the tombs of the Holy Imams (‘a) and
their descendants, we have referred to the recommendation of visiting the tomb of
this lady, considering this tomb to be one of the most important and famous tombs of

(the Holy Imams’ (‘a) descendants.(1

This prediction has come true due to the harsh circumstances encountered by the
religious school of Najaf in this age and the great favor of Almighty Allah endowed
upon Iran where the government of Islam was established under the leadership of
the religious leader, Imam Khumayni, and the active contribution of the religious

.school of Qum towards this great achievement

p: 214

Refer to Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 562. The following - - 1
traditions are quoted from this book: Shaykh al-Saduq, through a seemingly authentic
series of narrators, has reported Sa`d ibn Sa`d to have asked Imam al-Riza (‘a)
about Fatimah, his sister and the daughter of Imam Musa ibn Ja`far (‘a). Imam al-
Whoever visits her (tomb) will be هَُّنجَْلا. هُلَفَ  اهـَرَازَ  نْمـَ  : Riza, peace be upon him, answered
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awarded Paradise. Through another valid series of narrators, Shaykh al-Saduq
.هَُّنجَْلا هُلَفَ  ٍّمقُِب  یِتَّمعَ  رَْبقـَ  رَازَ  نْمـَ  : reports Imam Muhammad al-Jawad ibn al-Riza (‘a), as saying

Whoever visits the tomb of my paternal aunt in Qum will be awarded Paradise.
`Allamah al-Majlisi has reported from some books of formulas of Ziyarah that `Ali ibn
Ibrahim reported on the authority of his father that Imam al-Riza (‘a) said to Sa`d al-
Ash`ari al-Qummi: “O Sa`d, we have a tomb in your city.” “May Allah accept me as
ransom for you!” answered Sa`d, “Do you mean the tomb of Fatimah the daughter of

اًفرِاعَ اهـَرَازَ  نْمَ  : Musa ibn Ja`far (‘a)?” The Imam answered in the affirmative and added
Whoever visits her with full recognition of her standing will be awarded هَُّنجَْلا. هُلَفَ  اهـَِّقحَِب 

…Paradise
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As a result, a vital development in the religious school of Qum as well as its role and
.status took place

The existence of the tomb of Lady Fatimah al-Ma`sumah the daughter of Imam Musa
al-Kazim (‘a) in the city of Qum has been significant in the development and growth of
the educational and religious state of this city. In addition, traditions reported from
Imam al-Riza (‘a) about the merits of visiting the tomb of this lady are considered
another factor in the development of religious studies in this city, being the center of

.an important class of narrators during certain stages of the history of Shi`ism

In the previous discussion of the pilgrimages to the tombs of the Holy Imams (‘a) and
their descendants, we have referred to the recommendation of visiting the tomb of
this lady, considering this tomb to be one of the most important and famous tombs of

(the Holy Imams’ (‘a) descendants.(1

p: 215

Refer to Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 562. The following - - 1
traditions are quoted from this book: Shaykh al-Saduq, through a seemingly authentic
series of narrators, has reported Sa`d ibn Sa`d to have asked Imam al-Riza (‘a)
about Fatimah, his sister and the daughter of Imam Musa ibn Ja`far (‘a). Imam al-
Whoever visits her (tomb) will be هَُّنجَْلا. هُلَفَ  اهـَرَازَ  نْمـَ  : Riza, peace be upon him, answered
awarded Paradise. Through another valid series of narrators, Shaykh al-Saduq

.هَُّنجَْلا هُلَفَ  ٍّمقُِب  یِتَّمعَ  رَْبقـَ  رَازَ  نْمـَ  : reports Imam Muhammad al-Jawad ibn al-Riza (‘a), as saying
Whoever visits the tomb of my paternal aunt in Qum will be awarded Paradise.
`Allamah al-Majlisi has reported from some books of formulas of Ziyarah that `Ali ibn
Ibrahim reported on the authority of his father that Imam al-Riza (‘a) said to Sa`d al-
Ash`ari al-Qummi: “O Sa`d, we have a tomb in your city.” “May Allah accept me as
ransom for you!” answered Sa`d, “Do you mean the tomb of Fatimah the daughter of

اًفرِاعَ اهـَرَازَ  نْمَ  : Musa ibn Ja`far (‘a)?” The Imam answered in the affirmative and added
Whoever visits her with full recognition of her standing will be awarded هَُّنجَْلا. هُلَفَ  اهـَِّقحَِب 

…Paradise
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p: 216
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: یلاعت هللا  لاق 

 ﴾ ارًیهِطْتَ مْکُرَِّهطَُیوَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  سَجِّْرلا  مْکُْنعَ  بَهِذُْیِل  هَُّللا  دُیرُِی  امََّنإِ  ﴿ 

Indeed Allah desires to repel all impurity from you, O People of the Household, and
(. purify you with a thorough purification. (Sūrat al-Aḥzāb 33:33

Prophetic traditions mentioned in both in Sunni and Shi‘ah authoritative reference
books of ḥadith and tafsir (exegesis of the Qur’an) have confirmed that this holy verse
was revealed to exclusively refer to the People of the Cloak [ahl al-kisā’], viz.
Muḥammad, ‘Ali, Fāṭimah, al-Ḥasan, and al-Ḥusayn (‘a) as the Ahl al-Bayt (People of

(. the Household

:For instance, refer to the following references

Sunni

Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal (d. 241 AH), al-Musnad, 1:231; 4:107; 6:292, 304; Ṣaḥiḥ Muslim (d. 261
AH), 7:130; Al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 AH), Sunan, 5:361 et al.; Al-Dūlābi (d. 310 AH), Al-Dhuriyyah
al-Ṭāhirah al-Nabawiyyah, p. 108; Al-Nasā’i (d. 303 AH), Al-Sunan al-Kubrā’, 5:108; 113;
Al-Ḥakim al-Nayshābūri (d. 405 AH), Al-Mustadrak ‘ala’ ṣ-Ṣahiḥāyn, 2:416, 3:133, 146-147;
Al-Zarkashi (d. 794 AH), Al-Burhān, p. 197; Ibn Hājar al-Asqalāni (d. 852 AH), Fatḥ al-Bari

.Sharḥ Ṣaḥiḥ al-Bukhāri, 7:104

Shi‘ah

Al-Kulayni (d. 328 AH), Uṣūl al-Kāfi, 1:287; Ibn Babawayh (d. 329 AH), Al-Imāmah wa’ t-
Tabṣirah, p. 47, ḥadith 29; Al-Maghribi (d. 363 AH), Da’ā’im al-Islām, pp. 35, 37; Al-Ṣādūq

.(d. 381 AH), Al-Khiṣāl, pp. 403, 550; Al-Ṭūsi (d. 460 AH), Al-Amali, ḥadith 438, 482, 783

For more details, refer to the exegesis of the holy verse recorded in the following
books of tafsir: Al-Jassās (d. 370 AH), Aḥkām al-Qur’ān; Al-Wāḥidi (d. 468 AH), Asbāb al-
Nuzūl; Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 AH), Zād al-Masir; Al-Qurṭubi (d. 671 AH), Al-Jāmi‘ Li-Aḥkām
al-Qur’ān; Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH), Tafsir; Al-Tha‘labi (d. 825 AH), Tafsir; Al-Ṭabari (d. 875
AH), Tafsir; Al-Suyūṭi (d. 911 AH), Al-Durr al-Manthūr; Al-Shawkāni (d. 1250 AH), Fatḥ al-
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Qadir; Al-‘Ayyāshi (d. 320 AH), Tafsir; Al-Qummi (d. 329 AH), Tafsir; Furt al-Kūfi (d. 352
AH), Tafsir at the margin of the exegesis of Sūrat al-Nisā’ verse 59; Al-Ṭabarsi (d. 560

.AH), Majma‘ al-Bayān, as well as many other sources

p: 2
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: هلآ هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق 

َّیلعَ ادری  یّتح  اقرِتفیَ  نَل  امهَُّنأَو  اًدـبأ  اولـضت  نل  اـمهب  مُتکـسمت  نإ  اـم  یتیب ، لَـهأ  یترتعو  هللا ، باـتک  نیلقثَلا : مُکُیف  كراـت  ینإ  "

" ضَوحلا

:The Messenger of Allah (ṣ) said

Verily, I am leaving among you two precious things [thaqalayn]: The Book of Allah and“
my progeny [‘itrati], the members of my Household [Ahl al-Bayt]. If you hold fast to
them, you shall never go astray. These two will never separate from each other until

(.” they meet me at the Pond [ḥawḍ] (of Kawthar

:Some references

q AlḤākim anNayshābūri, AlMustadrak ‘alā’ṣ-Ṣaḥiḥayn (Beirut), vol. 3, pp. 109-110, 148,
533

q Muslim, Aṣ-Ṣaḥiḥ, (English translation), book 31, hadiths 5920-3

q AtTirmidhi, Aṣ-Ṣaḥiḥ, vol. 5, pp. 621-2, hadiths 3786, 3788; vol. 2, p. 219

q An-Nasā’i, Khaṣā’iṣ ‘Ali ibn Abi Ṭālib, hadith 79

q Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal, Al-Musnad, vol. 3, pp. 14, 17, 26; vol. 3, pp. 26, 59; vol. 4, p. 371; vol. 5,
pp. 181-182, 189-190

q Ibn al‘Athir, Jāmi‘ alUṣūl, vol. 1, p. 277

q Ibn Kathir, AlBidāyah wa’nNihāyah, vol. 5, p. 209

q Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’ān al-‘Aẓim, vol. 6, p. 199

Naṣir ad-Din al-Albani, Silsilāt al-Aḥādith aṣ-Ṣaḥiḥah (Kuwait: Ad-Dār aṣ-Ṣalāfiyyah),
vol. 4, pp. 355-358
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:Book Eight

The System Of Devotional Acts Of The Virtuous Community

Prelude

Chapter One: Timed Acts of Worship

The Three Blessed Months
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Point

Prelude

At the outset, it seems appropriate to allude to a number of essential points that are
.both relevant to the system of devotional acts and to other discussions

First: Clearly, the circle of recommended rites in general and recommended

devotional acts in particular is considerably large, even though some of these have no
documented evidence of having been issued by one of the Holy Infallibles (‘a); as
such, they cannot be recommended or authorized by the sources of religious laws. As
a result, one should perform these acts under the probability that they are a
requirement of religious law. This sort of intention is in the terminology of Shi`ite

(. jurisprudence called raja' al-matlubiyyah (Probability of Requirement

In this respect, several authentically reported traditions hold that when a believer
practices an act which is transmitted to him by someone from the Holy Prophet (s),
with the intention of gaining its reward, then Almighty Allah will record for him that

.reward even if it has been untrue

In Shi`ite jurisprudence, the tenor of such traditions lies under the rule of Concession
(in the Proof of Recommended Acts.(1

All the same, we will mention the recommended rites and devotional acts mentioned

in validly reported traditions that confirm their recommendation and validity, and we
will try to choose the examples of rites and acts that generally

p: 15

The Rule of Concession in the Proofs of Recommended Acts (al-tasamuh fi addillat - - 1
al-sunan) is a jurisprudential principle entailing inclusion of a certain state within a

.common ruling even if this state has not been adequately proven as belonging to it
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conform with the invariable line of the chains of authority that are reported from the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). Consequently, these acts will be considered recommended, in their
capacity as examples of the general line adopted by the Holy Imams (‘a), even if we

.lack specific evidence of their recommendation

Second: In sessions of devotional acts, we notice that there is a variety and a
combination of various devotional acts, such as ceremonial purity (represented by the
ritual ablution and bathing), prayers, supplications, litanies, almsgivings, fasting, and
the like. This reveals that these devotional sessions have a common method and goal,
which entails that human perfection can be attained through no other means than the
mixture of these devotional acts, since the spiritual and psychological needs of man

are various and miscellaneous. In view of this fact, it is necessary to take much

interest in such variety of devotional acts in all sessions in order to achieve this
perfection and it is necessary, not to restrict oneself to a definite sort of devotional

.act

Third: The intensified course of devotional acts in daily worship, or at other times, may

create the misconception that Islam calls man to turn away from performing his social
duties, both individual and collective, and devote all his time to devotional acts, such
as prayers, fasting, supplications, etc. Suspension of social activities will naturally turn

.human life into monasticism which is forbidden by Islam

Islam lays great emphasis on the social aspect of human life, which we have
discussed in the previous books of this series and has preferred it to various sorts of
recommended devotional acts. The Economic System emphasizes that earning a
lawful living is the best sort of worship, seeking of knowledge for a single hour is

preferred to seventy-years

p: 16
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of worship, settlement of disagreements among individuals and groups is better than
all prayers and fasting, and meeting brothers-in-faith and fulfilling one’s duties
towards them is also preferred to all recommended prayers and fasting. All these
examples demonstrate the fact that carrying out social duties is preferred to the

practice of recommended devotional acts

Through this intensified course of devotional acts, Islam only intends to give man the
opportunity to make the totality of his life acts of worship, although it already offers
him priority and variety in the practice of acts of obedience to enable him to attain

.self-perfection without having to violate the social equilibrium

General Methodology

The acts of worship system is characterized by all-inclusiveness and variety, as it
represents the chief goal of man’s existence and creation, as maintained by Almighty

:Allah

نِودُُبْعیَِل اَّلإِ  سَْنإِْلاوَ  َّنجِْلا  تُْقلَخَ  امَوَ 

I have not created the

(jinn and the men except that they should serve Me. (51:56

Thus, the methodology of the system of acts of worship, as set up by Islam and
elucidated by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), is comprehensive and all-inclusive, for all time to

.come

:This methodology of the system of acts of worship falls within two main areas

The First group of acts involves timed devotional acts dedicated to certain hours,
days, or anniversaries, including the daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly acts of

.worship

.The Second group of acts includes untimed devotional acts

p: 17
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CHAPTER One: TIMED ACTS OF WORSHIP

Point

Prelude

Daily Acts of Worship

Weekly Acts of Worship

Monthly Acts of Worship

Yearly Acts of Worship

The Three Blessed Months

p: 19
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Prelude

:Timed acts of worship are of four kinds

Daily acts of worship . 1

Weekly acts of worship . 2

Monthly acts of worship . 3

Yearly, or seasonal, acts of worship . 4

The course of worship, expounded by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), has its origin in both the
obligatory and recommended devotional acts determined by Islam in its code of law
from which further actions branch out. The daily obligatory and supererogatory
prayers, the weekly congregational Friday prayers, the obligatory fasting, the ritual
hajj Pilgrimage, and the recommended three-day fasting done every month are all

.indicative of the all-inclusiveness of this system

To a certain extent and at a certain level, such all-inclusiveness is compulsory or
semi-compulsory, while at another level, it gives man the opportunity to worship the
Lord and attain self-perfection through these devotional acts within a wisely planned

.strategy of education, self-purification, and self-refinement

The classification of these devotional acts also shows the profundity, accuracy, and
perfection of this course delivered by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), and their attention towards
the building of a virtuous community through the acts of worship and this course in

.particular

This course comprises various acts such as prayers, fasting, pilgrimage (including the
ritual major and minor hajj and visiting the tombs of holy personalities), struggling

against enemies, supplications, litanies, recitation of the Holy

p: 21
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Qur'an, almsgiving, building good relations with others, doing charitable acts, seeking
.knowledge, and other obligatory and recommended devotional acts

p: 22
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Daily Devotional Acts

Daily Prayers, Supererogatory Prayers and Details

According to the code of Islamic law, the performance of the daily ritual prayer is
obligatory five times a day amounting to seventeen units of prayer (i.e. rak`ah); two
at dawn (before sunrise), four just after midday, four in the afternoon, three at dusk
(immediately after sunset), and four in the earlier hours of night. This is an object of
agreement among all Muslims. On journeys, the four-unit prayers become two units;
however, jurisprudents of the various Muslim sects disagree regarding some details

.and certain conditions

Along with its particularities, the ritual prayer is one of the most significant pillars on
which Islam has been founded. It also represents the best example of the unity of the

.Muslim nation, since all agree upon it

It is also the best of all devotional acts after the recognition of Almighty Allah, as is
maintained by some traditions because it expresses the relationship and connection
between man and the Almighty—a relationship that must be constant and never cut
off. For this reason, prayer must not lapse under any circumstance; rather, it must be
performed in all states, including health and sickness, security and fear and, when no

(other means is possible it must even be performed through gestures.(1

p: 23

The Holy Prophet (s) is reported through valid chains of authority to have said at - - 1
He that ضَوْحـَْلا. َّیلَعَ  دُرِیَ  ـَلاوَ  هِِتلاَـصـَِب  َّفخَتَـسـْا  نِمـَ  یِّنِم  سَْیَل  : the final hours of his blessed lifetime

belittles his prayer does not belong to me and will not join me at the Divine Pond.
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), through a valid chain of authority, is reported to have said at the
Our intercession shall never reach هِلاََّصلاِب. َّفخَتَسـْا  نِمَ  انَُتعَافَشـَ  لُانَتَ  لاَ  : final hour of his lifetime

.him who belittles his prayer. Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:16, H. 7 3
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One of the highly recommended acts is to offer a number of units of prayer before
and after these ritual obligatory prayers. Such supererogatory prayers are nawafil

.(sing. nafilah) or rawatib

In the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), the number of the units of these daily
supererogatory prayers is twice the number of units of obligatory prayers. They are
thirty-four units in all; four units before dawn, eight before afternoon, eight before
evening, four after sunset, two in the sitting position after the early night prayer
(regarded as one unit only), eight for the night prayer, whose time is between
midnight and dawn, two after the night prayer (called al-Shaf`), and one after that

((called al-Witr).(1

Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through an authentic chain of authority that hannan
that `Amr ibn hurayth asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to inform him about the prayers the

.Holy Prophet (s) used to offer

p: 24

This number of units of prayer, which has been proficiently maintained by the Ahl - - 1
al-Bayt (‘a) as they received it from the Holy Prophet (s), is one of the features that
distinguish the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School from the other Muslim schools. The dawn
supererogatory prayer and the night prayer are the most preferable of all the
supererogatory prayers, since many traditions highlight the merits and rewards

.obtained from performing these two prayers
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:The Imam (‘a) thus answered

اللهُا یَّلصَ  ُّیِبَّنلا  نَاکَ 

اًعَبرْأَوَ لِاوََّزلا  تِاعَکَرَ  یَِنامََث  یِّلصَُی  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ 

اًثلاََثوَ رَصْعَْلا ، اًعَبرْأَوَ  اهَدَْعَب ، اًیِنامَثوَ  یَلولأُا ،

، اًعَبرْأَ هَرَخِلآا  ءَاشَعِلاوَ  بِرِْغمَْلا ، دَْعَب  اًعَبرْأَوَ  بَرِْغمَْلا ،

رِجْفَْلا یِتَعَکْرَوَ  رَْتوِْلا ، اًثلاََثوَ  لِْیَّللا ، هَلاَصَ  یَِنامََثوَ 

.نِْیتَعَکْرَ هِادَغَْلا  هَلاَصَوَ 

The Holy Prophet (s) offered eight units before the four units of the obligatory

afternoon prayer. He offered four units of the obligatory afternoon prayer; then

three units of the obligatory sunset prayer with four units after that; four

units of the obligatory early night prayer; eight units of the night prayer

with three units of the Witr prayer; two units of the obligatory dawn prayer

(with two units after that.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

عِرَوَْلا لُهْأَ  انَُتعَیشِ 

، هِدَابَعِْلاوَ دِهُّْزلا  لُهْأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَاوَ  ءِافَوَْلا  لُهْأَوَ 

، هِلَْیَّللاوَ مِوْیَْلا  یِف  هًعَکْرَ  نَیسِمْخَوَ  يدَحْإ  بُاحَصْأَ 

نَوُّکزَُی رِاهََّنلاِب ، نَومُِئاَّصلاوَ  لِْیَّللاِب  نَومُِئاقَْلا 

.مٍَّرحَُم َّلکُ  نَوُبِنتَجْیَوَ  تَْیبَْلا  نَوُّجحِیَوَ  مْهَُلاوَْمأَ ،

Our Shi`ah are the people of piety, faithfulness, and honesty. They are
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the people of asceticism and worship. They perform fifty-one units of prayer

in a single day and night. They pass their nights in devotional acts and

their days fasting. They purify their wealth, go on pilgrimage to the House

(of God, and refrain from committing any forbidden act.(2

In the book entitled Misbah al-Mutahajjid, Shaykh al-Tusi reports Imam al-Askari (‘a)
:as saying

p: 25

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:33, H. 6 - - 1
Shaykh al-Saduq, Sifat al-Shi`ah, pp. 2; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 68:167, - - 2

.H. 33 as quoted from the previous reference book
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: سٌمْخَ نِِمؤْمُْلا  تُامَلاَعَ 

یِف مُُّتخََّتلاوَ  نَیعَِبرْلأَا ، هُرَایَزِوَ  نَیسِمْخَْلا ، هُلاَصَ 

نِمَحَّْرلا اللهِا  مِسِْبِب  رُهْجَْلاوَ  نِیِبجَْلا ، رُیفِْعتَوَ  نِیمِیَْلا ،

.مِیحَِّرلا

The signs of true faithful believers are five: Offering the fifty

prayers, visitation (of holy shrines) on the Day of Arba`in, wearing a ring on

the right hand, pressing the forehead, and raising the voice with bismi-llahir-
(rahmanir-rahim.(1),(2

More Privileges

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School has had a number of advantages over the other Muslim
:sects with regard to prayer and its details. These advantages may be cited as follows

First: Unlike the other Muslim jurisprudential schools, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School
abides by reciting Surah al-Fatihah

p: 26

To explain, this tradition can be quoted as follows: The signs of a faithful believer - - 1
are five: (a) Offering fifty-one units of prayer (a day): seventeen units of the obligatory
prayers and thirty-four of the supererogatory (nafilah), (b) visiting (Imam al-husayn’s
tomb) on Arba`in, the twentieth of Safar; forty days after the martyrdom of Imam

husayn (‘a), (c) wearing a ring in the right hand, (d) pressing the forehead (by frequent
prostration to Allah), and (5) saying aloud: bismi’llahi’rrahmani’rrahim (basmalah: In

[the Name of Allah, the All-beneficent, the All-merciful). [Translator
Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:373, H. 1. “Offering the fifty” mentioned in - - 2
this tradition stands for the fifty-one units of prayers that are offered daily. In many

traditions, the number fifty replaced the actual number fifty-one either for brevity or
because the two-unit prayer that is offered in a sitting posture after the early night
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.obligatory prayer has not been counted in this tradition
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(and one other entire Surah in the first two units of all prayers.(1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School also recites the basmalah (bismi-llahir-rahmanir-rahim) in
Surah al-Fatihah and in all other Surahs, because it is an inseparable part of all Surahs
of the Holy Qur'an as believed by all Shi`ite jurisprudents, and maintained by many

traditions and historical practice. Besides, the fact that all calligraphies of the Holy
Qur'an, which Muslims have honestly transmitted since the time of the Holy Prophet
(s) and up to the present day, entail that the basmalah is an inseparable part of the

.Surahs

Second: According to the jurisprudence of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School, the basmalah

should be recited audibly even in the prayers where the recitations of the Qur'anic
texts must be uttered inaudibly, such as the obligatory afternoon and evening
prayers. This matter was turned into a political issue during the reign of Mu`awiyah
when the true righteous Muslims were distinguished from the pro-Umayyad groups
through this in particular, especially after Mu`awiyah decided to cancel out reciting
the basmalah audibly in the prayers—an event to which some historical texts have

.referred

Third: The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School abides by the ruling that prostration must be done on
earth directly or on whatever plants the earth produces except plants that are edible
and plants used to make cloth. In this ruling, jurisprudents of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)

School depend upon traditions reported

p: 27

This law is almost unanimously agreed upon by the Shi`ite jurisprudents although - - 1
there are a few scholars that have cited that it is not obligatory to recite a lengthy

.Surah completely
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:from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and Imam al-Sadiq’s verdict that reads

َّلاإ دُوجُُّسلا  زُوجُیَ  لاَ 

.سَِبُل وْأَ  لَکِأُ  امَ  َّلاإِ  هُْتتَبَْنأَ  امَ  وْأَ  ضِرْلأَا  یلَعَ 

Prostration is impermissible unless made on earth or on plants produced

(by the earth, except those eaten or converted into cloth.(1

Likewise, Shi`ite scholars are reported to have forbidden prostration on cotton and
:linen, because Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported as saying

بِوَّْثلا یلَعَ  دُجَسُْی  لاَ 

لاَوَ نِاوَْیحَْلا  نَِم  ءٍیْشَ  یلَعَ  لاَوَ  فِوُّصلا  یلَعَ  لاَوَ  فِسَرْکَْلا 

نَِم ءٍیْشَ  یلَعَ  لاَوَ  رِامَِّثلا  نَِم  ءٍیْشَ  یلَعَ  لاَوَ  مٍاطَحُ  یلَعَ 

.شِایَِّرلا

It is not permissible to prostrate on cotton cloth, nor on wool, nor on

a part of an animal, or any food, or any part of fruits, or any part of

(furniture.(2

This ruling is supported by the following Prophetic tradition that is reported by al-
:Bukhari, Muslim, al-Tirmidhi, al-Nasa'i, Ibn Majah, al-Darimi, and Ahmad ibn hanbal

اًدجِسْمَ ضُرْلأَا  یَِل  تْلَعِجُ 

.اًروهُطَوَ

.The earth has been made for me a prostration place and pure

Likewise, al-Bukhari, Muslim, and al-Nasa'i have reported the Holy Prophet (s) as
:saying
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.دٌجِسْمَ کََل  ضُرْلأَا 

(The earth is a place of prostration for you.(3

p: 28

.Shaykh al-Saduq, `Ilal al-Shara'i` 2:341, S. 42, H. 1 - - 1
.Shaykh al-Tusi, Kitab al-Khilaf 2:436 - - 2

Mansur `Ali Nasif, al-Taj al-Jami` lil-Usul 1:230, 234; al-Mu`jam al-Mufahras li’alfaz - - 3
.al-hadith, A. s-j-d 2:424, 428
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:Sunni master hadithists have also reported the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

مْکُدِحَأَ هُلاَصَ  ُّمِتتَ  لاَ 

اًنِّکمَُم دُجُسْیَ  َّمُث  یَلاعَتَ  اللهُا  رَمَأَ  امَکَ  أََّضوَتَیَ  یَّتحَ 

.ضِرْلأَا نَِم  هُتَهَْبجَ 

The prayer of any of you is imperfect unless you perform the ritual

ablution (wuzu') exactly as Almighty Allah has ordered and then prostrate

(yourselves on the earth by making your foreheads touch the earth.(1

These hadithists also report Khabbab to have said that they (i.e. the Muslims)
complained to the Holy Prophet (s) about the heat of the earth that scorched their
foreheads and noses when they prostrated in prayers on the earth directly, but he

(refused to accommodate their complaints.(2

In spite of the existence of so many traditions, all Sunni jurisprudents have disobeyed
.this ruling and deemed it permissible to prostrate on all things

In view of these points, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) comply with this ruling and
sometimes carry with them a cake of dry clay or clean stone to prostrate on when

.they cannot find ground on which they can prostrate in prayer

Attempting to confuse the Shi`ah and arouse spurious arguments and false
accusations against them, the enemies of the Shi`ah have falsely claimed that the

Shi`ah worship these stones although they are in fact prostrating ON these

p: 29

.Shaykh al-Tusi, Kitab al-Khilaf 2:434 as quoted from Sunan Abi-Dawud 1:227, H. 858 - - 1
Shaykh al-Tusi, Kitab al-Khilaf 2:436. As a footnote, the author has mentioned that - - 2
this tradition has been reported in Sahih Muslim 1:433, H. 619, Sunan Ibn Majah 1:222, H.

.675, Sunan al-Nasa'i 1:247, Musnad Ahmad 5:108-110, and Sunan al-Bayhaqi 2:105
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(materials, not TO them. We seek Allah’s protection against such false accusations.(1

Fourth: Adherents of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School recite the phrase hayya `ala khayr al-
`amal (Come to the best deed) twice in the adhan (the ritual call to prayer) and
iqamah (the prefatory part of the ritual prayers) after the phrase hayya `ala al-falah
(Come to prosperity). The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) confirmed it to be an

.inseparable part of the ritual adhan and iqamah

Unlike the other schools of jurisprudence, the Zaydiyyah, (2) in addition to the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) School, abide by this ruling which has become one of the distinctive features

.of the Shi`ah

p: 30

It can be seen that the individuals of the virtuous community usually carry with - - 1
them a piece of clay taken from the soil of Imam husayn’s tomb (in Karbala') on which
they prostrate in prayers. In a booklet entitled ‘al-Turbah al-husayniyyah’, the great
scholar, Shaykh Muhammad husayn Kashif al-Ghita', has discussed this issue
thoroughly. The individuals of the virtuous community are advised to prostrate on the
stone floor of mosques, especially the Sacred Mosque in Makkah, reed-mats or other
materials upon which it is lawful to prostrate. They should not carry cakes of clay to
these places in order to avoid spurious charges and oppressive campaigns which the
enemies of Islam and ignorant people wage against them. Finally, it is Almighty Allah

.Who is the patron of success, rightfulness, and victory
The Zaydiyyah is a Muslim sect believing in Zayd, the son of Imam `Ali ibn al- - - 2
husayn (‘a), as the Imam after his father. As a condition of Imamate, they specify that
the true Imam is the one who leads an armed uprising against the tyrannical ruler.
Their school of jurisprudence is greatly influenced by the Sunni jurisprudence.
Presently, they live in northern Yemen although they have a history in some regions

.of Iran
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As for the third shahadah (creed)(1) that the Shi`ah include in the adhan and iqamah,
all jurisprudents of the virtuous community unanimously agree that this phrase is not
part of the ritual adhan and iqamah. It is, therefore, incorrect to say it with the
intention of its being part of the adhan, as it would then become a forbidden

.innovation

However, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) say it in the middle of the ritual adhan
and iqamah making it one of the distinctive features and mottos that distinguish them

:from the other Muslims. There are two main reasons for this action

This statement by the Shi`ah only intends to expressly declare their loyalty to Imam . 1
`Ali (‘a), because he suffered immense injustice and harm. The harshest injustice was
practiced by the Umayyads and the Nawasib (the anti-Shi`ah) who adopted the
course of cursing him from the pulpits of mosques (i.e. minbar: a set of steps in
mosques from which sermons are delivered) and in the Friday Prayer sermons (i.e.
khutbah). Reacting to these wicked attempts to deform the perfect picture of this
divine personality, the Shi`ah emphasize their loyalty to Imam `Ali (‘a) whenever they

.have an opportunity to do so

p: 31

The Shi`ah include in the adhan the phrase, “ashhadu anna `aliyyan waliyyu allah - - 1
(I bear witness that `Ali is the leader by Allah’s command)” after the phrase, ‘ashhadu
anna muhammadan rasulu allah (I bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah)’, as the third creed. In this, they rely on many narrations reported from the Holy
Prophet (s) and the Holy Imams (s) stating that the phrase, “Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah” is not mentioned or written above the gate of Paradise apart
from the phrase, “`Ali is the leader by Allah’s command.” However, this does not
indicate that the Shi`ah claim that Imam `Ali (‘a) is a prophet, or a god…etc. Allah

!forbid
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In various stages of their history, the Shi`ah suffered immense persecution . 2
because of false accusations and charges. One of these accusations was the charge
of exaggeration about Imam `Ali (‘a) and his descendants. As a result, they raise this
motto with the aim of confirming that their belief in Imam `Ali (‘a) is no more than
showing loyalty to him, believing in his Imamate, divinely designated leadership, and
religious authority, and being the proof of Almighty Allah for His creatures. All this
originated from the instruction of the Holy Prophet (s) who declared on the day at

(: Khumm Spring (i.e. Ghadir

اذَهَفَ هُلاَوْمَ  تُْنکُ  نْمَ 

.هُادَاعَ نْمَ  دِاعَوَ  هُلاَاوَ  نْمَ  لِاوَ  َّمهَُّللا  .هُلاَوْمَ  ٌّیِلعَ 

Behold! `Ali is now the master of every one who has regarded me as his

master. O Allah, (please) support whoever supports `Ali and be the enemy of

(whoever incurs the hostility of `Ali…(1

The Shi`ah thus hold that Imam `Ali (‘a) is a servant of Almighty Allah and one of His
.most intimate saints, no more

Fifth: The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School permits the combining of the midday with the
afternoon obligatory prayers at one time and the sunset with the early night prayers
at one time, without need of a particular excuse for such combining. In this ruling, this
school depends upon traditions that have been reported from the Holy Prophet (s)

(. and the Holy Imams (‘a

In the most reliable Sunni books of hadith which Sunnis consider thoroughly authentic,
it is reported on the authority of Ibn `Abbas that the Holy Prophet (s) performed the

eight units of the midday and afternoon obligatory

p: 32

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 1:292, H. 3 - - 1
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prayers together; and seven units of the sunset and early night obligatory prayers
without separating (in time) one prayer from the other. This tradition has been
reported by the five Sunni master hadithists,(1) one of whom is Muslim (al-

:Nayshaburi) who reported the tradition in the following form

The Messenger of Allah combined the midday with the afternoon (obligatory) prayers
and the sunset with the early night prayers in Madinah although there was neither

.fear nor rain

When Ibn `Abbas was asked about the reason, he answered, “The Prophet did not
(want the matter (of prayer) to be a burden upon his people.”(2

In `Ilal al-Ahkam, Shaykh al-Saduq has reported, through a valid chain of authority,
that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said, “The Messenger of Allah (‘a) performed the midday and
the afternoon prayers together, although there was no reason or cause for that.
When `Umar, who challenged him the most, asked whether a change had occurred in
the rulings of prayer, the Holy Prophet (s) answered, ‘No, I only want to make the

(matter more feasible for my people.’”(3

Individuals of the virtuous community combine these sets of prayers most of the time

as a constant course, although the Holy Prophet (s) and the Holy Imams (‘a) generally

p: 33

.Namely, al-Bukhari, Muslim, al-Tirmidhi, Ibn Dawud, and al-Nasa'i - - 1
.Mansur `Ali Nasif, al-Taj al-Jami` lil-Usul 1:148 - - 2

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:161, H. 2 - - 3
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used to perform each prayer separately (i.e. each one in its definite time) as is
(maintained by many other traditions.(1

p: 34

This issue requires much investigation. Since performing the two prayers at the - - 1
same time is no more than lenience granted for Muslims in order to make the matter

(of performing prayers) easier for them, and the Holy Prophet (s) and the Holy Imams

(‘a) used to perform each prayer separately in its definite time, why are the Shi`ah
then committing themselves to this combining of prayers all the time? Beyond doubt,
to perform two prayers at one time is easier, especially when we take into
consideration the current social circumstances, the nature of work, and the structure
of modern cities and societies. We may now ask whether this commitment of
combining prayers is a manifestation of the Holy Imams (‘a) desire to ease human life
in the future or the result of the social and political circumstances their followers had
to encounter throughout the history of Islam that forced them to decrease their
performance of prayers to some extent. There is a validly reported tradition, which
suggests that the reason for such combining of prayers is to perform the two prayers
at the best time of performance of one of them when there is no supererogatory
prayer offered between the two. Yet, if there is a supererogatory prayer to be offered
between the two, then to combine the two obligatory prayers becomes void. This
tradition thus reads: Two prayers are combined when there is no supererogatory
prayer to be offered between them, but if there is any, then combining is canceled. Al-
hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:163, H. 3. According to this tradition, the
jurisprudentially educated individuals of the virtuous community must separate
prayers because they have to offer supererogatory prayers between each pair of
prayers, especially the sunset and early night prayers. At any rate, the individuals of
the virtuous community are supposed to pay attention to this recommended

.Prophetic practice and demanding religious manner
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Sixth: The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School rubs the feet with the water of wuzu' instead of
washing them in the ritual ablution (wuzu') for the prayer, unlike other Muslims who
usually wash their feet, except in certain states when they rub their sandals with
water—a practice that is deemed legal and adopted by some Muslim jurisprudential

.schools

In their practice, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers rely upon the holy verse of
:ablution, which reads

نِْیبَْعکَْلا یَلإِ  مْکُلَجُرْأَوَ  مْکُسِوءُرُِب  اوحُسَْماوَ  قِِفارَمَْلا  یَلإِ  مْکُیَدِْیأَوَ  مْکُهَوجُوُ  اوُلسِغْافَ  هِالََّصلا  یَلإِ  مُْتمُْق  اذَإِ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O you who believe, when you rise up to prayer, wash your faces and your

hands as far as the elbows, and rub (with water) your heads and your feet to

(the ankles. (5:6

Although this holy verse clearly states that the feet, like the head, should be rubbed
with water and washing is not mentioned for the feet, Muslim scholars other than the
Shi`ah have interpreted this holy verse according to their own logic and joined the
‘feet’ to the ‘faces’ and ‘hands’ based upon some traditions, contradicting the obvious

(meaning of the holy verse.(1

Post-Prayer Litanies

The post-prayer litanies are supplications, doxologies, and invocations said after the
obligatory prayers. Emphasis on

p: 35

In his book entitled ‘Masa’il Khilafiyyah (Controversial Jurisprudential Issues)’ - - 1
`Allamah Sharaf al-Din, dealing with certain issues like rubbing the feet with water in
prayers, combining two prayers, rulings of the basmalah, has undoubtedly proven

.that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School is following the right path in all these issues
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these litanies has been laid by the Holy Prophet (s) and the Holy Imams (‘a) in many

traditions. Following the obligatory prayers with supplications, doxologies, and
.invocations is a well-confirmed tradition by which all Muslims abide

Once again, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and the virtuous community are distinguished from
:others with regard to these post-prayer litanies in the following points

Litanies of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their followers are more comprehensive and all- . 1
.inclusive than others

There are many traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) carrying supplications, doxologies, . 2
.and litanies said after prayers

In the literature of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), each supererogatory prayer has its own . 3
.litanies in addition to the general post-prayer litanies said after all obligatory prayers

:The most favored post-prayer litany is the following

:Repeat the following phrase three times

رُبَکْاَ هُّللا 

.Allah is the Greatest

:Repeat the following invocation three times

دٍَّمحَُم یلَعَ  ِّلصَ  َّمهَُّللاَ 

.دٍَّمحَُم لِآوَ 

,O Allah

.send blessings upon Muhammad and the Household of Muhammad

:Finally, say the following litany

هَُل نُحَْنوَ  اًدحِاوَ  اًهَلإِ  هُُّلل�  َّلاإِ  هَلإِ  لاَ 

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2012 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


َّلاإِ هَلإِ  نَیِلَّولا� لاَ  انَِئاَبآ  ُّبرَوَ  انَُّبرَ  هُّلل�  َّلاإِ  هَلإِ  نَوکُرِشْمُْل� لاَ  هَرَکَ  وَْلوَ  نَیِّدل�  هَُل  نَیصِلخُْم  هُاَّیإِ  َّلاإِ  دُُبْعَن  لاَوَ  هُّلل�  َّلاإِ  هَلإِ  نَومُِلسُْم لاَ 
هُّللا

تُیمُیوَ تُیمُیوَ  ییحُْی  دُمْحَْل�  هَُلوَ  کُْلمُْل�  هُلَفَ  هُدَحـْوَ  بَازَحْلا�  مَزَهَوَ  هُدَْـنجُ  َّزعَاوَ  هُدَْـبعَ  رَصـََنوَ  هُدَـعْوَ  زَجَْنا  هُدَحـْوَ  هُدَحـْوَ  هُدَحـْوَ 
ٌّیحَ لاَ وَهُوَ  ییحُْیوَ 

رُْیخَْل� هِدِیَِب  تُومُیَ 

.رٌیدقَ ءیْشَ  ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  وَهُوَ 

There is no god save Allah; One and Only God; and we are submissive to

Him. There is no god save Allah and we worship none save Him, making our

.devotion sincere in His sight, even though the polytheists may detest it

There is no god save Allah; (He is) Our Lord and the Lord of our fathers of

old. There is no god save Allah; alone, alone, alone. He has truly fulfilled

His promise, granted His servant victory, made powerful His soldiers, and

defeated the parties alone. So, sovereignty be His and praise be His. He

grants life and causes to die and, after causing to die, raises from the

dead; while He is eternally ever-living and He never dies. All goodness is by

.His Hand, and He has power over all things

p: 36
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Another most favored post-prayer litany is the famous invocation known as Tasbih al-
Zahra', which consists of one hundred phrases praising Almighty Allah. The most

famous and considerable form of it is to say allahu-akbar(u) (Allah is the Greatest)
thirty-four times, alhamdu-lillah(i) (Praise be to Allah) thirty-three times, and

(subhanallah(i) (Glory be to Allah) thirty-three times.(1

Additional post-prayer litanies include reciting Ayat al-Kursi (2:255), Surah al-Falaq (No.
113), Surah al-Nas (No. 113), and Surah al-Tawhid (No. 112), the prostration of

p: 37

This invocation has been mentioned in the traditions of other Muslim sects, - - 1
although somewhat different, which is to repeat the three phrases thirty-three times

each ending with the phrase allahu-akbar. One tradition only has mentioned that the
.phrase allahu-akbar should be repeated thirty-four times

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2014 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_37_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


thanks (sajda al-shukr) and many other post-prayer supplications that can be found
(in books on supplications.(1

Recitation of the Holy Qur'an

Recitation of the Holy Qur'an is one of the daily acts of worship. In this respect, Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a), through a valid chain of authority, is reported to have said

یَلإِ اللهِا  دُهْعَ  نُآرْقُْلا 

یَلإِ رَظُْنیَ  نْأَ  مِِلسْمُْلا  ءِرْمَْلِل  یغِبَْنیَ  دْقَفَ  هِقِْلخَ ،

.هًیَآ نَیسِمْخَ  مٍوْیَ  ِّلکُ  یِف  هُْنِم  أَرَْقیَ  نْأَوَ  هِدِهْعَ 

The Qur'an is Almighty Allah’s trust that He has entrusted to His

creatures. Therefore, a Muslim individual is required to pay regard to this

(trust and recite fifty verses of it everyday.(2

:According to another validly reported tradition, Imam al-Riza (‘a) has said

حَبَصْأَ اذَإَ  لِجَُّرلِل  یغِبَْنیَ 

.هًیَآ نَیسِمْخَ  بِیقِْعَّتلا  دَْعَب  أَرَْقیَ  نْأَ 

At the beginning of the day, it is required to recite fifty verses of

(the Qur'an after post-prayer invocations.(3

:According to another tradition, the Holy Prophet (s) said

هََئاِم مٍوْیَ  َّلکُ  أَرَقَ  نْمَ 

نَِم هَُل  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  نٍوکُسُوَ ، عٍوشُخُوَ  لٍیِترْتَِب  فِحَصْمُْلا  یِف  هٍیَآ 

أَرَقَ نْمَوَ  .ضِرْلأَا  لِهْأَ  عُیمِجَ  هُُلمَْعیَ  امَ  رِادَْقمِِب  بِاوََّثلا 

لُهْأَ هُُلمَْعیَ  امَ  بِاوََّثلا  نَِم  هَُل  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  هٍیَآ  یْتََئاِم 
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.ضِرْلأَا لُهْأَوَ  ءِامََّسلا 

Whoever recites one hundred verses from a copy of the Qur'an everyday

with modulation, reverence, and tranquility, Almighty Allah will record for

him a reward that is equal to the reward of the deeds of the inhabitants of

the earth. Whoever recites two hundred, Almighty Allah will record for him a

reward equal to the reward of the deeds of the inhabitants of the heavens and

(the earth.(4

p: 38

Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 12-22. In this book, general post- - - 1
prayer litanies (that may be said after all prayers) and particular ones (that are

.defined for each prayer) are mentioned

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 4:849, H. 1 - - 2

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 4:849, H. 3 - - 3
.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:48, H. 3 - - 4
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From the many traditions regarding the recitation of the Holy Qur'an, we can conclude
:the following instructions

.It is advisable to recite the Holy Qur'an and ponder and contemplate upon it . 1

When Paradise, Hellfire, or the other exhortative topics are recited, the reciter is . 2
.required to pause a while and think deeply

.Recitation of the Holy Qur'an should be done with reverence . 3

The Holy Qur'an must not be recited heedlessly because an impetuous manner has . 4
.been described by traditions as prattle

It is recommended not to recite more than one part (juz')(1) of the Holy Qur'an per . 5
(day so as not to recite it entirely in less than a month.(2

The Best Times of Worship in a Day

According to traditions and instructions of the Holy Imams (‘a), the best times of
worship during a 24-hour day are the last

p: 39

The Holy Qur'an is divided into thirty parts (juz') and sixty sub-parts (hizb). - - 1
[[Translator

.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:51, S. 13 - - 2
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third of night—‘night’ begins at sunset and ends at the rise of dawn—and the period
between dawn and sunrise. These two times are distinguished for prayers,

.supplications, litanies, and whispered prayers

Traditions have drawn attention to the necessity of spending the dawn in acts of
worship and warned against sleeping in the period between dawn and sunrise, which
should be spent doing supplications, litanies, recitation of the Holy Qur'an, and

.earning a lawful living

The two times of sunrise and sunset have also been introduced as the best times of
worship in the Holy Qur'an which recommends mentioning Almighty Allah at these two

:times. It thus reads

الًیصِأَوَ هًرَکُْب  کَِّبرَ  مَسْا  رِکُذْاوَ 

(Glorify the name of your Lord morning and evening. (76:25

Many supplicatory prayers and litanies are to be said in the morning and evening.
Shaykh al-Qummi, in Mafatih al-Jinan, has cited some of these supplications, the most

important of which are Du`a' al-`Asharat and Imam Zayn al-`Abidin’s supplications in
(the morning and evening.(1

Voluntary Prayers and Prayer of Inadvertence

In addition to their encouragements to offer the daily supererogatory prayers, the
Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), have encouraged offering more prayers

:voluntarily,(2) especially at night. Among these prayers are the following

p: 40

Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 22-23. See also Sayyid al- - - 1
.Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:444-457

Some traditions may hint that these voluntary prayers overlap the daily - - 2
.supererogatory prayers. However, Almighty Allah best knows
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A voluntary ten-unit prayer after the obligatory sunset prayer . 1

A voluntary twelve-unit prayer everyday . 2

A voluntary four-unit prayer after the obligatory afternoon prayer . 3

A special voluntary four-unit prayer before or after noon . 4

A voluntary two-unit prayer between the obligatory sunset and early night prayer. . 5
According to some traditions, this prayer is called the Will Prayer or Salat al-Ghufaylah
(prayer of inadvertence) familiar to the individuals of the virtuous community. This
prayer is offered in a particular way. It consists of two units: in the first unit, after

(: Surah al-Fatihah, you recite the following verses of (Surah al-Anbiya' 21:87-88

نَیمِِلاَّظلا نَِم  تُْنکُ  یِّنإِ  کََناحَْبسُ  تَْنأَ  اَّلإِ  هََلإِ  اَل  نْأَ  تِامَُلُّظلا  یِف  يدَانَفَ  هِْیلَعَ  رَدِْقَن  نَْل  نْأَ  َّنظَفَ  ابًضِاغَُم  بَهَذَ  ذْإِ  نِوُّنلا  اذَوَ 

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا یجِْنُن  کَِلذَکَوَ  ِّمغَْلا  نَِم  هُانَْیَّجَنوَ  هَُل  انَْبجَتَسْافَ 

And (mention) Dhu’n-Nun (Jonah), when he went off in anger and deemed

,that We would not suppress his sustenance. But he cried out in the darkness

.” There is no god save You. Be You Glorified! Lo! I have been a wrongdoer“

Then we heard his prayer and saved him from the anguish. Thus, we save the

.believers

:In the second unit, the following verse (6:59) should be recited after Surah al-Fatihah

بٍطْرَ اَلوَ  ضِرْأَْلا  تِامَُلظُ  یِف  هٍَّبحَ  اَلوَ  اهَمُلَْعیَ  اَّلإِ  هٍقَرَوَ  نِْم  طُقُسـْتَ  امَوَ  رِحْبَْلاوَ  ِّربَْلا  یِف  امَ  مُلَْعیَوَ  وَهُ  اَّلإِ  اهَمُلَْعیَ  اَل  بِْیغَْلا  حُِـتافَمَ  هُدَْـنعِوَ 
نٍیِبُم بٍاتَکِ  یِف  اَّلإِ  سٍِبایَ  اَلوَ 

And with Him are the

keys of the Invisible. None but He knows them. And He knows what is in the

land and the sea. Not a leaf falls but He knows it, not a grain amid the
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darkness of the earth, naught of wet or dry but (it is noted) in a clear

.record

p: 41
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:After reciting this verse, you should raise both hands for Qunut,(1) saying

کَُلئَسْاَ یِّنإِ  َّمهَُّللاَ 

یَِّلصَُت نْاَ  تَْنا  َّلاإِ  اهَمُلَْعیَ  یِتَّل� لاَ  بِِیْغَْل�  حِِتافَمَِب 

… نْاوَ هِِلآوَ  دَّمحَُم  یلَعَ 

(O Allah, I beseech You in the name of the Keys of the Invisible (world

that none knows save You; (please) send blessings upon Muhammad and his

... Household and

.You may then mention your needs

:Then, you should say the following

یِتمَْعِن ُّیِلوَ  تَْنا  َّمهَُّللاَ 

ِّقحَِب کَُلئَسْافَ  یِتجَاحَ  مُلَْعتَ  یِتبَِلطَ  یلَعَ  رُدِاقَْل�وَ 

.یِل اهَتَْیضَقَ  اَّمَل  مُلاََّسل�  مُهِْیلَعَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  هِِلآوَ  دَّمحَُم 

O Allah, You are the source of all graces that I have, You have the

power to respond to my request, and You know my needs; I therefore beseech

You in the name of Muhammad and his Household, peace be upon him and them, to

.grant me my needs

You may then pray to Him for your personal needs, for traditions hold that any one
who offers this prayer and supplicates to Almighty Allah will have his requests

(granted.(2

One thousand units of prayer in 24 hours, a whole day. It is worth mentioning that . 6
.the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) used to practice this voluntary act persistently
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p: 42

.Qunut is an act of raising the hands for supplication in the second units of prayers - - 1
These voluntary prayers have been mentioned by al-hurr al-`Amili in the fifth - - 2

.volume of his book Wasa’il al-Shi`ah, pages 247, 246, 250, 286, 247, and 249 respectively
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Weekly Acts of Worship

Fridays and Thursday Nights

Fridays and Thursday nights represent the climax of devotional acts during the week.
In addition to the daily devotional practices, Friday represents the climax of

.devotional acts

Gradation and acceleration of the devotional rate is a method largely used by Islam.
With regard to daily worship, acceleration of devotional acts begins at night and in the
period of the early dawn up to the time of the obligatory dawn prayer. With regard to
weekly worship, this process begins on Thursday night and continues up to the

.afternoon congregational prayer on Friday

With regard to monthly worship, the apogee lies within the nights of the full moon (i.e.
13th, 14th, and 15th of the month according to the Islamic lunar calendar). With regard
to yearly worship, this process hits its peak in the month of Ramazan although it starts

.at the beginning of Rajab

With regard to the devotional acts in the month of Ramazan, this process is at its
highest during its last ten nights, especially the nights of Qadr, and ends on the night

.before EId al-Fitr

Supplications of the Days of the Week

There is a supplication for each day of the week. These supplications are reported
from Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a). They contain highly regarded contents and the name

of the day to which it is dedicated. These supplications, again, can be found in some

versions of the book al-Sahifah al-Sajjadiyyah and Shaykh al-Qummi’s Mafatih al-
.Jinan

p: 43
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Prayers of the Days of the Week

Shaykh al-Tusi, in his book of Misbah al-Mutahajjid, has reported from the Holy
Prophet (s) (or on the authority of Anas), a number of recommended prayers for each

.day of the week except Friday

As to Sayyid Ibn Tawus, he has reported—in his book of Jamal al-Usbu` through a
chain of authority extending to Imam al-hasan al-Askari (‘a)—a number of prayers for
each day of the week. The majority of these prayers and a number of the previously
(mentioned ones have been reported by Shaykh al-Kaf`ami in his book of al-Misbah.(1

Shaykh al-Tusi, in the same abovementioned book, has reported, although without
mentioning the chain of authority, a number of prayers whose rewards are dedicated
to the Holy Prophet (s) and the other Infallibles (‘a). Each prayer is offered on each
day of the week and then dedicated to each one of the Holy Infallibles (‘a)

(respectively. These prayers spread over the days of two weeks.(2

p: 44

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 5:289-294 - - 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 5:284 - - 2
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Monthly Acts of Worship

Point

Devotional acts repeated each month are limited because the daily, weekly, yearly
course of devotional acts and those dedicated to the various anniversaries and
occasions are distributed among the months of the year. Nonetheless, some

.devotional acts are reported as recommended every month at regular intervals

Prayer on the First Day of the Month

There is a special prayer, with special acts offered on the first day of each month.
Some religious scholars(1) used to offer this prayer on a regular basis and pay special
attention to it. According to the report of Shaykh al-Tusi—in his book of Misbah al-
Mutahajjid and through a chain of authority, which has been determined to be
authentic by some scholars, such as al-Wahid al-Bahbahani—Imam al-Jawad (‘a) has

:said

At the beginning of each month and on the first day, a two-unit prayer may be
offered. In the first unit, Surah al-Fatihah is recited once and Surah al-Tawhid
repeated thirty times. In the second, Surah al-Fatihah is recited once and Surah al-
Qadr repeated thirty times. After completing it, alms should be given. One who does

(so will gain safety throughout that month.(2

Sayyid Ibn Tawus has reported, without mentioning the chain of authority, another
two-unit prayer. In each unit of this prayer Surah al-Fatihah and Surah al-An`am (No.

(6

p: 45

The supreme religious authority, Sayyid Muhsin al-hakim, used to offer this - - 1
.prayer regularly

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 5:286 - - 2
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.are recited once, to be offered on the eve of the first day of each month

Three-Day Fasting Each Month

As maintained by numerous traditions, one of the highly recommended acts
performed by the Holy Prophet (s) persistently up to the end of his blessed lifetime

.was to fast on three days each month

In his book of man-la-yahzuruhu’l-faqih, Shaykh al-Saduq has reported through a
:valid chain of authority that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

The Holy Prophet (s) observed fasting for such a long time that people thought that he
would not break his fast. He then broke his fast for such a long time that they thought
that he would never fast anymore. He then followed the practice of Prophet David (‘a)
in fasting; that is, he fasted once every two days. Until he departed life, he used to
regularly fast for three days every month. About this method of fasting, he said,
“Fasting on these three days is equal (in reward) to fasting for one’s whole lifetime

and it removes satanic insinuation.”… He used to fast on the first Thursday of every
month, the first Wednesday after ten days of the same month, and on the last

(Thursday.(1

According to another validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), commenting on
:this issue, has said

My father used to say, “None is more hated by Almighty Allah than one who, when
informed about what the Holy Prophet (s) did, says, ‘Almighty Allah will not torture me

if I do not show painstakingness in praying and fasting,’ thinking that because he
himself failed to do certain

p: 46

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 7:303, H. 1 - - 1
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(supererogatory acts the Holy Prophet (s) omitted doing them as well.”(1

In his book of al-Muqni`ah, Shaykh al-Mufid reported the Holy Prophet (s) to have
:said

When the deeds of my people were shown before me, I found defects and flaws in“
the majority of them. I therefore added to each obligatory prayer a supererogatory
one whose units are twice as many the units of the obligatory so that the obligatory
prayer of one who offers the supererogatory will be accepted. Verily, Almighty Allah is
too Merciful to refuse, even the third of a deed, which one of His servants does for His

.sake

Thus, Almighty Allah has imposed upon you the offering of seventeen units of prayer
every day and night, but the Holy Prophet (s) added thirty-four units. Likewise,
Almighty Allah imposed fasting during the month of Ramazan every year, but the Holy
Prophet (s) made it sixty days in a year so as to perfect the duty of fasting. He
therefore made it a tradition to fast three days every month; the first and last

(Thursdays of the month, and the Wednesday in the middle of the month.(2

According to other traditions, this is the most important fasting especially for those
who are unable to fast in Ramazan, being too weary to fast on those days. Permission

has been given to delay the fasting of these days to winter or any other appropriate
days. Moreover, other

p: 47

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 7:305, H. 5. From this tradition and others like it - - 1
we can infer the accuracy of the course of equilibrium and moderation in acts of

.worship and the inaccuracy of the course of extremism and overdoing
As is maintained by some other traditions, the sixty-day fasting is completed by - - 2

.the recommended fasting during the month of Sha`ban
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traditions have allowed making up the fasting of these days at other times or
.replacing them with alms that may be given as half a bushel of food for each day

Other traditions recommend fasting on the so-called white days of each month: the
.thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth

p: 48
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Yearly Acts of Worship

Point

The acts of worship that are done once a year occupy a vast arena in the system of
:devotional acts. They are of three kinds

Special Days and Nights

Special days and nights are associated with the yearly acts of worship that have come

.in the form of rituals

Three Blessed Months

The three blessed months are Rajab, Sha`ban, and Ramazan. Their basic act of
worship is fasting, becoming obligatory in the blessed month of Ramazan. It is thus

.highly recommended to fast during the month of Rajab

Fasting during Sha`ban is also highly recommended because the Holy Prophet (s)
.used to fast for this whole month

It is obligatory to fast during Ramazan according to the conditions mentioned by
jurisprudents in their books on the practical laws of Islam. Some conditions necessary
are: presence in one’s hometown, enjoyment of sound physical condition, and

.absence of any obstacles that may prevent fasting, such as old age, etc

Hajj and the First Ten Days of Dhu’l-hijjah

This includes devotional acts that deal with the ritual hajj and the devotional acts
practiced on the first ten days of the month of Dhu’l-hijjah. In addition to its
magnificent spiritual, political, social, and economic aspects, the unique and distinctive

,worship of hajj, in its content and practice

p: 49
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combines all the other acts of worship (the ritual prayer, almsgiving, fasting, and self-
(. purification

We will discuss the last two with brief explanations, having already discussed specific
.days and nights

p: 50
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The Three Blessed Months

The Month of Rajab

Merits of Rajab

Many traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) demonstrate the excellence and
merits of the month of Rajab.(1) In his books, al-Majalis and Thawab al-A`mal,
Shaykh al-Saduq has reported that Abu-Sa`id al-Khidri quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as

:saying

لاَأَ

امََّنإِوَ مٌیظِعَ ، رٌهْشَ  وَهُوَ  ُّمصَلأَا  اللهِا  رُهْشَ  اًبجَرَ  َّنإِ 

هًمَرْحُ رِوهُُّشلا  نَِم  ءٌیْشَ  هُُبرِاقَُی  هَُّنلأَِ لاَ  َّمصَلأَا  یَِّمسُ 

یِف هَُنومُِّظعَُی  هَِّیِلهِاجَْلا  لُهْأَ  نَاکَوَ  اللهِا ، دَْنعِ  لاًضْفَوَ 

اًمیظِْعتَ َّلاإِ  دْدَزْیَ  مَْل  مُلاَسْلإِا  ءَاجَ  اَّملَفَ  مْهِِتَّیِلهِاجَ ،

نُاضَمَرَوَ يرِهْشَ ، نُابَْعشَوَ  اللهِا ، رُهْشَ  اًبجَرَ  َّنإِ  لاَأَ  .لاًضْفَوَ 

اًنامَ _ يإِ اًموْیَ  بٍجَرَ  نِْم  مَاصَ  نْمَفَ  لاَأَ  .یِتَّمأُ  رُهْشَ 

.رَبَکْلأَا اللهِا  نَاوَضْرِ  بَجَوْتَسْإ  اًباسَِتحْاوَ 

Behold! The month of

Rajab is the all-holy month of Almighty Allah and it is a great month. It has

been described thus because no other month can reach its holiness and

excellence before Almighty Allah. Although they were ignorant, the people of

the pre-Islamic era used to hold this month in the highest regard, and when

.Islam came, this month increased even more in veneration and excellence
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Behold! Rajab is the month of Almighty Allah, Sha`ban is my month, and

Ramazan is the month of my people. Behold! Whoever observes fasting on one

day of this month, believing in its excellence and intending to seek the

.pleasure of the Lord, will bindingly win the Grand Pleasure of the Lord

p: 51

Rajab is the seventh month in the Islamic (lunar) calendar. It comes after Jumada - - 1
al-Thaniyah (II) and before Sha`ban. In addition to Muharram, Dhu’l-Qa`dah and

.Dhu’l-hijjah, Rajab is one of the Four Sacred Months in Islam
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The Holy Prophet (s) then enumerated many rewards for those who fast for any
(number of days this month.(1

:Shaykh al-Saduq has also reported Imam Musa al-Kazim (‘a) as saying

هَِّنجَْلا یِف  رٌهَْن  بٌجَرَ 

مَاصَ نْمَفَ  لِسَعَْلا ، نَِم  یلَحْأَوَ  نِبََّللا  نَِم  اًضایََب  ُّدشَأَ 

.رِهَّْنلا کَِلذَ  نِْم  اللهُا  هُاقَسَ  بٍجَرَ  نِْم  اًموْیَ 

Rajab is (the name of) a river in Paradise that is whiter than milk and

,sweeter than honey. Hence, if one fasts for even a single day in Rajab

(Almighty Allah will allow him to drink from that river.(2

فُعِاضَُی مٌیظِعَ  رٌهْشَ  بٌجَرَ 

نِْم اًموْیَ  مَاصَ  نْمَوَ  .تِائَِّیَّسلا  وحُمْیَوَ  تِانَسَحَْلا  هِیِف  اللهُا 

هََثلاََث مَاصَ  نْمَوَ  هٍنَسَ ، هَرَیسِمَ  رُاُّنلا  هُْنعَ  تْدَعَابَتَ  بٍجَرَ 

.هَُّنجَْلا هَُل  تْبَجَوَ  مٍاَّیأَ 

Rajab is a great month during which Almighty Allah doubles the rewards

of good-actions and erases the punishments for evil-actions. If one fasts on

.one day in Rajab, Hellfire moves away from him, a distance of one year of walking

(One who fasts for three days in Rajab will bindingly win Paradise.(3

Through a number of chains of authority, some of which are valid, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)
:is reported to have said

p: 52

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2033 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_52_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_52_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_52_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 7:352, H. 9. According to several traditions, - - 1
Ramazan is the month of Almighty Allah—known by all Muslims. It is, therefore,
probable that a mistake had taken place in the recording of this tradition with regard

.to this topic specifically
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 7:350, H. 3 - - 2
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 7:350, H. 4 - - 3
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َّنإِ

، بٍجَرَ نِْم  مٍوْیَ  لََّوأَ  هَنَیفَِّسلا  بَکِرَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  اًحوُن 

.مِوْیَْلا کَِلذَ  اوُموصُیَ  نْأَ  هُعَمَ  نْمَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  رَمَأَفَ 

، هٍنَسَ هَرَیسِمَ  رُاَّنلا  هُْنعَ  تْدَعَابَتَ  مَوْیَْلا  کَِلذَ  مَاصَ  نْمَ 

نِارَیِّنلا بُاوَْبأَ  هُْنعَ  تْقَِلغْأُ  مٍاَّیأَ  هَعَْبسَ  مَاصَ  نْمَوَ 

بُاوَْبأَ هَُل  تْحَِتُف  مٍاَّیأَ  هَیَِنامََث  مَاصَ  نْمَوَ  هُعَْبَّسلا ،

یَطِعْأُ اًموْیَ  رَشَعَ  هَسَمْخَ  مَاصَ  نْمَوَ  هُیَِنامََّثلا ، نِانَجِْلا 

.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  هُدَازَ  دَازَ  نْمَوَ  هُتََلأَسْمَ ،

,On the first of Rajab

Prophet) Noah (‘a) embarked on the Ark; he therefore ordered those who)

,accompanied him to fast on that day. If one fasts on this day in Rajab

Hellfire will go away from him a distance of one year on foot. If one fasts for

seven days of Rajab, the seven gates of the Fire will close in his face. If

one fasts for eight days of Rajab, the eight gates of Paradise will be wide

.open before him. If one fasts for fifteen days, his request will be granted

(If one fasts for more days, he will gain more rewards from Almighty Allah.(1

Rites of Rajab

Point

.Shaykh al-Qummi, in Mafatih al-Jinan, has divided the rites of Rajab into two sections
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The first section comprises the general rites that one is advised to practice each day
:of the month. These rites are as follows

p: 53

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 7:348, H. 1 2 as quoted from Shaykh al-Saduq’s - - 1
man-la-yahzuruhul-faqih, al-Muqni`, al-Muqni`ah, Thawab al-A`mal, and al-Khisal,
and Shaykh al-Tusi’s Misbah al-Mutahajjid and Tahdhib al-Ahkam, as well as many

other reference books. Al-hurr al-`Amili, in Wasa’il al-Shi`ah, and Shaykh al-Qummi,
in Mafatih al-Jinan, have referred to another number of traditions about the
excellence and merits of Rajab as well as the rewards of imploring Almighty Allah for

.forgiveness, and performing acts of worship in it
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Supplications

A number of supplications with highly regarded contents should be recited every day
of Rajab as reported from Imam Zayn al-`Abidin, Imam al-Sadiq, and Imam al-

(Mahdi, peace be upon them all.(1

Formulas of Ziyarah

There is a special formula of ziyarah that can be read when visiting the tombs of all
the Holy Imams (‘a) which is known as al-ziyarah al-rajabiyyah (i.e. the ziyarah of

(Rajab).(2

Litanies

Various formulas seeking forgiveness are reported for every day in Rajab, such as the
:following one, which should be repeated one hundred times followed by almsgiving

I ask the forgiveness of Allah. There is no god save Him, He is alone without

(any partner, and I repent before Him.(3

هَّلل� رُفِْغتَسْا 

.هِْیَلإِ بُوُتاوَ  هَُل  کَیرِشَ  هُدَحْوَ لا  وَهُ  َّلاإِ  هَلإِ  يذَِّل� لاَ 

:The following litany is advised to be repeated one thousand times every day in Rajab

There is

.no god save Allah

.هُّلل� َّلاإِ  هَلإِ  لاَ 

Another litany that is advised is repeating one hundred times every day in Rajab is the
:following

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2037 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_54_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_54_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_54_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 54

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 132-137 - - 1
.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 136 - - 2

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 7:359, H. 3 - - 3
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Glory

be to God, the All-majestic. Glory be to Him other than Whom none should be

glorified. Glory be to the All-honorable, the All-dignified. Glory be to Him

.Who has dressed Himself with grandeur that fits none but Him

لِیِلجَْل� هِللإِا  نَاحَْبسُ 

نْمَ نَاحَْبسُ  مِرَکْلا�  ِّزعَلا�  نَاحَْبسُ  هَُل  َّلاإِ  حُیِبسَّْتل�  یغِبَْنیَ  نْمَ لاَ  نَاحَْبسُ 

.لٌهْا هَُل  وَهُوَ  َّزعِْل�  سَِبَل 

Reports advise that one who is incapable of fasting during the month of Rajab may

(repeat this litany one hundred times each day.(1

Recitation of the Holy Qur'an

It is highly recommended to recite the Holy Qur'an in general and in particular to
(repeat Surah al-Tawhid ten thousand times throughout this month.(2

Likewise, it is recommended to repeat the following Surahs and litanies three times

:each day and each night in the months of Rajab, Sha`ban, and Ramazan

Surah al-Fatihah, Ayat al-Kursi, Surah al-Kafirun, Surah al-Tawhid, Surah al-Falaq,
:Surah al-Nas, and the following litany

دُمْحَْل�وَ هِّلل�  نَاحَْبسُ 

لَوْحَ لاَوَ  رُبَکْا  هُّلل�وَ  هُّلل�  َّلاإِ  هَلإِ  لاَوَ  هِّلِل 

.مِیظِعَْل� ِّیِلعَْل�  هِّللِ�ب  َّلاإِ  هََّوُق  لاَوَ 

All glory be to Allah; all praise be to Allah; there is no god save

Allah; Allah is the Greatest; and there is neither might nor power save with
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.Allah, the All-high the All-great

:The following invocation
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 7:358, H. 1 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 7:361, H. 6 - - 2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2040 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


دٍَّمحَُم یلَعَ  ِّلصَ  َّمهَُّللاَ 

.دٍَّمحَُم لِآوَ 

.O Allah, send blessings upon Muhammad and the Household of Muhammad

:The following supplication

O

.Allah, (please do) forgive the believing men and women

رْفِغْ� َّمهَُّللاَ 

.تِانَِمؤْمُْل�وَ نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِل 

:The following prayer of forgiveness, four hundred times

I

.pray to Allah for forgiveness and I repent before Him

.هِْیَلإِ بُوُتاوَ  هَّلل�  رُفِْغتَسْا 

.Whoever does the above, will have all his sins forgiven, no matter how many they are

.This rite combines recitations of the Holy Qur'an with litanies and supplications

Multiform Prayers

:On each night of Rajab, it is recommended to offer the following prayers

A two-unit prayer, in each unit of which Surah al-Fatihah is recited once and Surah al-
,Tawhid one hundred times

A ten-unit prayer, in each unit of which Surah al-Fatihah is recited once, Surah al-
.Kafirun once, and Surah al-Tawhid three times
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A sixty-unit prayer, of which a two unit prayer is offered on each night of the month In
each unit Surah al-Fatihah is recited once, Surah al-Kafirun three times, and Surah al-
Tawhid once. Upon completion, the hands should be raised towards the sky and the

:following litany recited

هُدَحْوَ هُّلل�  َّلاإِ  هَلإِ  لاَ 

وَهُوَ تُیمُِیوَ  یِیحُْی  دُمْحَْل�  هَُلوَ  کُْلمُْل�  هَُل  هَُل  کَیرِشَ  لاَ 

رٌیدِقَ ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  وَهُوَ  رُْیخَْل�  هِدِیَِب  تُومُیَ  ٌّیحَ لاَ 

.هِِلآوَ ِّیِّملا�  ِّیِبَّنل�  دٍَّمحَُم  یلَعَ  ِّلصَ  َّمهَُّللاَ 

There is no god save Allah, the One and Only, without any partner. To

him is the kingdom and to Him is all praise. He gives life and causes to die

while He is Ever-living and never dies. In His hand is the good and He has

,power over all things O Allah, (please) bless Muhammad, the Meccan Prophet

.and his Household

p: 56
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It is then recommended to pass one’s hands over the face while saying the last
(sentence of this litany. A great reward awaits those who offer these prayers.(1

The Second Section deals with devotional acts performed on the special nights and
:days of Rajab. The most important of these acts are as follows

Acts of the First Night and Day of Rajab

On the first day of Rajab, it is recommended to fast. Next, say a special supplication
on sighting the new moon (at night), then bathe, visit Imam husayn (‘a) (at night and
during the day) as has been previously instructed, and offer a twenty-unit prayer
after the obligatory sunset prayer, in each unit of which Surah al-Fatihah and Surah

.al-Tawhid should be recited

The first night of Rajab is one of the four nights (of the year) that should be spent in
.acts of worship

On this night, a thirty-unit prayer, in each unit of which Surah al-Fatihah is recited
once, Surah al-Kafirun once, and Surah al-Tawhid three times, should be offered.
There is also another prayer of two units, in each unit of which Surah al-Fatihah is

recited once and Surah al-Inshirah

p: 57

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 138 - - 1
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No. 94) three times. A supplication reported from Imam al-Jawad (‘a) is said in)
(addition to other acts.(1

In addition to fasting on the first day of Rajab, the famous thirty-unit prayer of
Salman al-Farsi is started on this day by offering ten units, the second ten units are
offered on the fifteenth, and the third on the last day of the month. This highly

(regarded prayer is followed by a litany and a supplication.(2

(Salat al-Ragha'ib (Prayer of Desires

On the first Thursday night of Rajab, after fasting during the day, it is highly
recommended to offer the twelve-unit prayer known as Salat al-Ragha'ib, which is
offered in the period between sunset and the early night prayer. Upon

accomplishment of this prayer, it is recommended to repeat the invocation of
:Almighty Allah’s blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household seventy times

دٍَّمحَُم یلَعَ  ِّلصَ  َّمهَُّللاَ 

.دٍَّمحَُم لِآوَ 

.O Allah, send blessings upon Muhammad and the Household of Muhammad

:Then, one should prostrate and repeat the following litany seventy times

Glorified

.is He). Holy (is He). (He is) the Lord of the angels and the Spirit)

هِکَِئلاَمَْل� ُّبرَ  سٌوُّدُق  حٌوُّبسُ 

.حِوُّرل�وَ

Then, raise the head from the prostration and repeat the following litany seventy
:times
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.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 140-141 - - 1
.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 142 - - 2
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O my Lord, (please) forgive (me), have mercy

upon me), and overlook (my wrongdoings) that You know. Surely, You are the)

.Most High, the Greatest

مْحَرْ�وَ رْفِغْ�  ِّبرَ 

.مُظَعْلاَ� ُّیِلعَْل�  تَْناَ  کََّنإ  مُلَْعتَ  اَّمعَ  زْوَاجَتَوَ 

One may then return to the prostration position and repeat the same litany seventy
:times

Glorified

.is He). Holy (is He). (He is) the Lord of the angels and the Spirit)

هِکَِئلاَمَْل� ُّبرَ  سٌوُّدُق  حٌوُّبسُ 

.حِوُّرل�وَ

Then, one may pray to Almighty Allah to grant him his requests, which will be granted
.if Allah wills

:About this prayer, the Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

I swear this by Him Who grasps my soul in His Hand: no male or female servant (of
Allah) offers this prayer but that Allah shall certainly forgive all his or her sins even if
they are as much as the foam of seas. He/she shall gain the right to intercede for

(seven hundred persons from his/her relatives already sentenced to Hellfire.(1

Prayer on the Bright (Moonlit) Nights of Rajab, Sha`ban, and Ramazan

It has been reported that whoever offers this prayer will win the merits of the three
months and will have all his sins, except polytheism, forgiven by Almighty Allah. Two
units of this prayer may be offered on the thirteenth night, four units on the
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fourteenth, and six on the fifteenth. In each unit, Surah al-Fatihah, Surah Yasin (No.
36), Surah

p: 59
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al-Mulk (No. 67) and Surah al-Tawhid are recited once. Each couple of units should be
.separated from the next couple by the Taslim statement

On the fifteenth day of Rajab, the famous devotional act known as the Ummi-Dawud
Rite may be done. This practice begins by fasting on the fifteenth day, reciting the
Holy Qur'an and offering supplicatory prayers. Its advantage is that it contributes to
having one’s requests granted by Almighty Allah, relieves one’s agonies, and saves
one from the harm of tyrannical rulers. Details of this practice have been mentioned in
Mafatih al-Jinan. It is highly recommended to fast on the thirteenth, fourteenth, and

.fifteenth of Rajab

Rites of the Night of Mid-Rajab

On the fifteenth night of Rajab, it is recommended to take the ritual bath (ghusl), visit
Imam husayn (‘a), offer the second part of the prayer of Salman al-Farsi, offer
another special prayer, and say a supplication that is dedicated to this day, and spend
the whole night in devotional acts. Moreover, this night shares with the twenty-

.seventh night of the month in a special prayer

Rites of the Twenty-Seventh Night and Day of Rajab

A previous reference has been made to this day, which is celebrated by the Shi`ah as
.the Day of the Divine Mission

About the rewards of the rites that are practiced on the twenty-seventh night of
:Rajab, Imam al-Jawad (‘a) is reported to have said

There is a night in Rajab, which carries for people goodness that is more beneficial to
them than whatever is exposed to sunlight. It is the twenty-seventh night in the

morning of which the Holy Prophet’s Divine Mission

p: 60

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2048 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


started. Verily, one who does acts of worship on this night will have the same reward
.as one who has worshipped Almighty Allah for sixty years

When the Imam (‘a) was asked about the rites to be practiced on this night, he
:answered

After you offer the Evening Prayer if you take a nap, you will wake up at any hour
before midnight. You may then offer a twelve-unit prayer, in each unit of which you
may recite Surah al-Fatihah and any other short Surah from the Mufassal, which
begins with Surah Muhammad (No. 47) up to the end of the Holy Qur'an. You should
separate each couple of units with the Taslim statement. After accomplishing this
prayer, you should recite Surahs al-Fatihah, al-Falaq, al-Nas, al-Tawhid, al-Kafirun,
al-Qadr, and Ayat al-Kursi each seven times. After all this, you should say the

:following doxology and supplication

مَْل يذَِّل�  هِّلِل  دُمْحَْلاَ 

هَُل نْکُیَ  مَْلوَ  کِْلمُْل�  یِف  کٌیرِشَ  هَُل  نْکُیَ  مَْلوَ  اًدَلوَ  ذْخَِّتیَ 

دِِقاعَمَِب کَُلاسْا  یِّنإِ  َّمهَُّللاَ  اًریِبکْتَ  هُرِّْبکَوَ  ِّلُّذل�  نَِم  ٌّیِلوَ 

کَِباتَکِ نِْم  هِمَحَّْرل�  یهَتَْنُموَ  کَشِرْعَ  نِاکَرْا  یلَعَ  كَِّزعِ 

کَِتامَِلکَِبوَ یلَعْلا�  یلَعْلا�  یلَعْلا�  كَرِکْذِوَ  مِظَعْلا�  مِظَعْلا�  مِظَعْلا�  کَمِسِْ�بوَ 

.هُُلهْا تَْنا  امَ  یِب  لَعَْفتَ  نْاوَ  هِِلآوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  یلَعَ  یَِّلصَُت  نْا  تِاَّماَّتل� 

All praise be to Allah, Who has not taken to Himself any son, and Who

.has no partner in sovereignty, nor has He any protecting friend through dependence

And magnify Him with all magnificence. O Allah, verily I beseech You in the

name of Your Dignity on the pillars of Your Throne, and in the name of Your

utmost Mercy in Your Book. I beseech You in the name of Your Name—the
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Greatest, the Greatest, the Greatest, and in the name of Your Mention—the

Highest, the Highest, the Highest, and in the name of Your Words, the

perfect, that You may bless Muhammad and his Household and do with me that

.which befits You

p: 61
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(You may then submit your desires.(1

On this night too, it is recommended to perform the ritual bath, visit Imam `Ali (‘a),
and offer the prayer to which an earlier reference has been made within the rites

(regarding the night of mid-Rajab.(2

On the last day of Rajab, it is recommended to offer the rest of the units of the prayer
of Salman al-Farsi, perform the ritual bath, and fast, for this deed contributes to

(having all the sins forgiven, both the past and the coming.(3

p: 62
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The Month of Sha`bān

Merits of Sha`ban

Many traditions have been reported about the merits of the month of Sha`ban and
the great rewards obtained from practicing devotional acts during it. The Holy
Prophet (s), to whom this month is attributed, used to fast during this month and
encourage others to imitate him by connecting the fasting of this month with the

.obligatory fasting of Ramazan

.Shaykh al-Qummi has referred, yet briefly, to some of these traditions

:Imam Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

Imam `Ali ibn al-husayn Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) used to gather all his companions at the
beginning of Sha`ban and say to them, “O my companions, do you know what this
month is? It is Sha`ban. The Holy Prophet (s) used to say, ‘Sha`ban is my month.’ You
should thus fast during this month as a sign of your love for your Prophet (s) and as a
sign of seeking nearness to your Lord. I swear by Him, Who grasps my soul in His
Hand, that I heard my father husayn (‘a), saying that he heard Imam `Ali, the
Commander of the Faithful (‘a), saying: ‘Any one who fasts during Sha`ban for the
love of the Messenger of Allah (s) to seek nearness to Almighty Allah, Almighty Allah
will love him, and draw him nearer to Himself on the Day of Resurrection, and

(definitely reward him with Paradise.’”(1
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Shaykh al-Tusi has narrated on the authority of Safwan al-Jammal that Imam al-
.Sadiq (‘a) instructed him to urge all people that he knew to fast during Sha`ban

May Allah accept me as ransom for you! There is a reason for this instruction. Is there“
.not?” asked Safwan al-Jammal

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) answered

Yes, there is. When his eyes fell on the new moon of Sha`ban, the Messenger of Allah
:(s) ordered somebody to declare the following to the people of al-Madinah

O people of Yathrib, I bring the message of Allah’s Messenger (s) to you all. Verily, “
Sha`ban is my month; therefore, may Allah have mercy upon him who helps me

.” undertake my month

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) then added

The Commander of the Faithful (Imam `Ali) used to say, ‘I never missed fasting
during Sha`ban since I heard the call of the Messenger of Allah (s) about this month.

.’ Furthermore, I shall never miss it as long as I am alive, Allah willing

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) further said

To fast for two consecutive months is considered as Almighty Allah’s acceptance of
(one’s repentance.(1

Isma`il ibn `Abd al-Khaliq narrated that when the subject of fasting during Sha`ban
:was once discussed in the presence of him, Imam Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) said

The merits of fasting during Sha`ban are so great that even one who sheds inviolable
(blood is expected to be forgiven.(2

p: 64
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Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported that al-halabi,
.once, asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) whether any of his fathers fasted during Sha`ban

:He was thus answered as follows

(The best of all my fathers did. That is, the Holy Messenger (s).(1

According to another tradition also reported by Shaykh al-Kulayni through a valid
:chain of authority, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

When they had some days to fast, the wives of the Holy Prophet (s) would postpone
them to the month of Sha`ban so that they would not prevent him from getting what
he might want from them. In Sha`ban, they and the Holy Prophet (s) would fast. The

(Holy Prophet (s) used to say, “Sha`ban is my month.”(2

In man-la-yahzuruhu’l-faqih, Shaykh al-Saduq has reported through a valid chain of
authority from some scholars—and others from other chains of authority—that Imam

:al-Baqir (‘a) said

Whoever fasts during the month of Sha`ban, his fasting will purify him of all oaths and
vows made to commit disobedience including oaths uttered in anger. When a person

(regrets such oaths, this acts as an apology for them.(3

p: 65
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.Thawab al-A`mal
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In Thawab al-A`mal, Shaykh al-Saduq has also reported, through a valid chain of
authority on the authority of Isma`il ibn Ziyad on the authority of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a),

:that the Holy Prophet (s) said

نُاضَمَرَوَ يرِهْشَ ، نُابَْعشَ 

یحَضْلأَا لَعِجُ  امََّنإِوَ  .ءِارَقَفُْلا  عُیِبرَ  وَهُوَ  اللهِا  رُهْشَ 

.مْهُومُعِطْأَفَ مِحَّْللا  نَِم  مْکُُنیکِاسَمَ  عَبَشْیَِل 

Sha`ban is my month and Ramazan is the month of Allah. It is also the

springtime of the poor. The `«d al-Azha Feast has been established so that

the indigent among you may eat their fill of meat; therefore, you should

(serve them with meat.(1

It has been also narrated that fasting during the month of Sha`ban is one of the
means of gaining the Holy Prophet’s intercession on the Day of Resurrection(2) and to
fast during as many days as possible of this month improves one’s livelihood, protects

(against the evil of enemies, and allows entrance to Paradise.(3

Rites of Sha`ban

As usual, Shaykh al-Qummi has divided the rites of Sha`ban into two sections: The
first section involves the general rites that are practiced each day in the month

without distinction, while the second section involves the particular rites that are
.dedicated to certain days and nights of the month

p: 66
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:The rites of the earlier section can be summarized thus

Fasting

The most important and highlighted rite in the month of Sha`ban is fasting, which is
the distinctive feature of this month, as understood by the abovementioned

.traditions

Litanies

On every day of Sha`ban, it is highly recommended to say certain litanies, especially
implorations seeking forgiveness. According to several traditions, it is greatly
encouraged to implore Almighty Allah for forgiveness seventy times a day. One who
practices it regularly will be included in the Holy Prophet’s group on the Day of
Resurrection and gain the nearness of Almighty Allah. He will be granted remission of
Hellfire and permission to pass the Discriminating Bridge (sirat) into Paradise and the
Abode of Settlement and have all his sins forgiven by Almighty Allah, even if they be as

.many as the stars in the sky

Other traditions have confirmed that to repeat the prayer seeking forgiveness
seventy times a day in Sha`ban is equal to repeating it seventy thousand times during

:other months. The formula of this prayer may be one of the following

I seek the forgiveness of Allah and I pray to Him for approval of my

.repentance

.هََبوَّْتل� هُُلاسْاوَ  هَّلل�  رُفِْغتَسْا 

هَّلل� رُفِْغتَسْا 

مُوُّْیقَْل� ُّیحَْل�  مُیحَِّرل�  نُمحْرَل�  وَهُ  َّلاإِ  هَلإِ  يذَِّل� لاَ 

.هِْیَلإِ بُوُتاوَ 

I seek forgiveness of Allah, there is no god save Whom, the
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All-beneficent, the All-merciful, the Ever-living, the Everlasting, and to

(Him I turn repentant.(1
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Another litany that is reported directly from the Holy Prophet (s) in Sayyid Ibn Tawus’s
Iqbal al-A`mal is recommended to be repeated one thousand times every day during

:the month of Sha`ban for great reward

لاَ

نَیِّدل� هَُل  نَیصِِلخُْم  هُاَّیإِ  َّلاإِ  دُُبْعَن  لاَوَ  هُّلل�  َّلاإِ  هَلإِ 

.نَوکُرِشْمُْل� هَرِکَ  وَْلوَ 

There is no god save

Allah; and we serve none save Him, being sincere to Him in obedience, though

(the unbelievers are averse.(1

Almsgiving

Because Sha`ban is described by some traditions as the springtime of the poor, it is
highly recommended to give as many alms as possible during this month. Other

:traditions describe almsgiving in Sha`ban as follows

Verily, if any one of you gives alms in Sha`ban, Almighty Allah will breed and multiply

those alms in the very same way you breed your camels. Hence, these alms will be as
(huge as Mount Uhud on the Day of Resurrection.(2

Moreover, to give alms in this month, even if they be as small as a half date, brings
(about release from Hellfire.(3
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Invocations of Blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household

During the month of Sha`ban, it is highly recommended to invoke Almighty Allah’s
blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household as much as possible. In this
respect, Ahmad ibn `«sa, in his book of al-Nawadir, has reported through a valid chain

:of authority that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

رُهْشَ بٌجَرَ 

هَُّنإِفَ رِافَْغِتسْلإا ، نَِم  هِیِف  اورُِثکْأَ  .یِتَّملأُِ  رِافَْغِتسْلإا 

یلَعَ تِاوَلََّصلا  نَِم  نَابَْعشَ  یِف  اورُِثکْأَوَ  مٌیحِرَ … رٌوفُغَ 

َّنلأَِ هِعَافََّشلا  رَهْشَ  نُابَْعشَ  یَِّمسُ  امََّنإِوَ  مْکُِّیِبَن …

.هِیِف هِْیلَعَ  یِّلصَُی  نْمَ  ِّلکُِل  عُفَشْیَ  مْکَُلوسُرَ 

For my people, Rajab is the month of praying for

forgiveness; therefore, implore Almighty Allah for forgiveness in this month

as frequently as possible. In Sha`ban, invoke Almighty Allah’s blessings upon

your Prophet as many times as possible. The month of Sha`ban is called the

month of intercession, because your Messenger will intercede for every one

(who invokes Almighty Allah’s blessing upon him in this month.(1

Some traditions carry a wonderful formula of invoking Almighty Allah’s blessings upon
the Holy Prophet and his Household in the month of Sha`ban along with a magnificent

supplication through which the suppliant seeks the mediation of the Holy Prophet
((s).(2
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(Supplications and Whispered Prayers (Munajat

There are special supplications and whispered prayers to be said on every day of
Sha`ban. Although traditions have not referred to certain supplications in this respect,
the Whispered Prayer (Munajat) that is reported by Ibn Khalawayh who ascribes it to
Imam `Ali (‘a) and the Holy Imams (‘a) is familiarly known. This piece of whispered
prayer, known as al-Munajat al-Sha`baniyyah, contains highly regarded Gnostic

(statements.(1

The second section involves the rites to be done on special nights and days of
Sha`ban. Books of ziyarah and recommended acts, as well as some traditions, reveal
that there are five times in which special interest should be taken. These times are as

:follows

First: The first night and day of Sha`ban

Much emphasis has been laid on fasting on the first day of Sha`ban. Sayyid Ibn Tawus
.has mentioned a prayer to be offered on the first three nights of this month

Second: Thursdays of Sha`ban

There is a special two-unit prayer, in each unit of which Surah al-Fatihah is recited
once and Surah al-Tawhid repeated one hundred times to be offered on the
Thursdays of Sha`ban. Upon completion, the invocation of Almighty Allah’s blessings
upon the Holy Prophet and his Household is repeated one hundred times. Once this

.prayer is offered, all the requests of this world and the Next World will be granted

p: 70
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Third: The Third of Sha`ban

Shaykh al-Tusi, in Misbah al-Mutahajjid, has reported on the authority of Imam al-
hasan al-`Askari (‘a) the recommendation of fasting on the third of Sha`ban, which is
the birth anniversary of Imam husayn (‘a). On this day too, there is a special
supplication to be said. In fact, this supplication involves statements of beseeching
Almighty Allah in the name of Imam husayn (‘a) and the Holy Imams (‘a). It also holds
highly regarded contents that express loyalty to Imam husayn (‘a) and the Holy

.Imams (‘a) and commitment to their course

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to recommend saying the supplication that Imam

(husayn (‘a) said on `Ashura' after he had been surrounded by the enemies.(1

Fourth: The mid-Sha`ban Night

Previous references given in the section regarding specific nights and days confirm
.the merits and rites of this night

Fifth: The Last Days and the Last Night of Sha`ban

About these days, Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have said: If one fasts during the
last three days of Sha`ban in order to attach it to the obligatory fasting of Ramazan,

(Almighty Allah will determine that he has fasted for two consecutive months.(2

Abu’l-Salt al-Harawi has narrated that when he visited Imam al-Riza (‘a) on the last
:Friday of Sha`ban, the Imam said to him

p: 71
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O Abu’l-Salt, the majority of the days of Sha`ban have passed. This is its last Friday.
You should thus make up for what you have missed in this month by working hard in
the rest. You may supplicate, implore forgiveness of Almighty Allah, recite the Holy
Qur'an, and repent to Almighty Allah for your sins so that you arrive at the month of
Ramazan with pure sincerity to Him. You must fulfill all the trusts that you are
responsible for settling, you must not bear malice against any of your brethren-in-
faith, and you must give up any sin that you commit. Fear Almighty Allah and trust Him
secretly and openly, for ‘If any one puts his trust in Allah, then Allah shall be a
sufficient protector for him. Allah will surely accomplish his purpose. Verily, for all

(things has Allah appointed a due proportion.’(65:3

In the rest of the days of Sha`ban, you may repeat much the following supplication,
for Almighty Allah saves many people from Hellfire on account of the sanctity of this

:month

O

(Allah, If You have not forgiven us in the past days of Sha`ban, (please do

(forgive us in the rest of it.(1

نْکُتَ مَْل  نْإِ  َّمهَُّللاَ 

یَقَِب امَیِف  انََل  رْفِغْ�فَ  نَابَْعشَ  نِْم  یضَمَ  امَیِف  انََل  تَرْفَغَ 

.هُْنِم

Likewise, a supplication to be said on the last night of Sha`ban and the first night of
(Ramazan is reported from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a).(2

p: 72
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The Month Of RamaḌān

Merits of Ramazan

Traditions have described Ramazan as the most preferred of all months without
:exception. The Holy Qur'an reads

نِاقَرْفُْلاوَ يدَهُْلا  نَِم  تٍانَِّیَبوَ  سِاَّنلِل  يدًهُ  نُآرْقُْلا  هِیِف  لَزِْنأُ  يذَِّلا  نَاضَمَرَ  رُهْشَ 

The month of Ramazan is that in which the Qur'an was revealed, a

(guidance to men and clear proofs of the guidance and the distinction. (2:185

Another reason is that it contains the Night of Qadr, which is more preferred than one
.thousand months. It is also a blessed night on which all divine decrees are decided

Almighty Allah has imposed fasting during this month because of its excellence and
.high regard so that people pay more attention to it

:Ramazan is thus the month of

Fasting - 

Patience and devotional acts, because there are many supererogatory prayers and - 
rites to be carried out during this month

(Devotional confinement to mosques (i`tikaf - 

The Holy Qur'an and the learning of religious laws and beliefs - 

Supplications, whispered prayers, and litanies - 

Almsgiving and generous spending - 

Struggle with the self and against enemies - 

Repentance - 
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Forgiveness and mercy - 

Release from Hellfire and gaining of Paradise - 

One of the most magnificent texts about the merits and excellences of Ramazan may

be the Holy Prophet’s famous sermon that he (s) delivered on the last Friday of
.Sha`ban to make people realize the actual standing of the month of Ramazan

This sermon has been reported by Shaykh al-Saduq in his two books of al-Amali and
`Uyun Akhbar al-Riza through a highly valid chain of authority known as the Golden

(Chain of Authority:(1

دْقَ هَُّنإِ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ 

هِمَحَّْرلاوَ هِکَرَبَْلاِب  هَِّللا  رُهْشَ  مْکُْیَلإِ  لَبَْقأَ 

هُُماَّیأَوَ رِوهُُّشلا  لُضَْفأَ  هَِّللا  دَْنعِوَهُ  رٌهْشَ  هِرَفِْغمَْلاوَ 

لُضَْفأَ هُُتاعَاسَوَ  یِلایََّللا  لُضَْفأَ  هِیِلایََلوَ  مِاَّیلأَا  لُضَْفأَ 

مُْتْلعِجُوَ هَِّللا  هِفَایَضِ  یَلإِ  هِیِف  مُْتیعِدُ  رٌهْشَوَهُ  تِاعَاَّسلا 

حٌیِبسْتَ هِیِف  مْکُسُافَْنأَ  هَِّللا  هِمَارَکَ  لِهْأَ  نِْم  هِیِف 

هِیِف مْکُؤُاعَدُوَ  لٌوُبْقمَ  هِیِف  مْکُُلمَعَوَ  هٌدَابَعِ  هِیِف  مْکُُموَْنوَ 

بٍوُلُقوَ هٍقَدِاصَ  تٍاَّیِنِب  مْکَُّبرَ  هََّللا  اوُلسَفَ  بٌاجَتَسُْم 

َّنإِفَ هِِباتَکِ  هِوَلاِتوَ  هِِمایَصِِل  مْکُقَِّفوَُی  نْأَ  هٍرَهِاطَ 

مِیظِعَْلا رِهَّْشلا  اذَهَ  یِف  هَِّللا  نَارَْفغُ  مَرِحُ  نْمَ  َّیقَِّشلا 

هِمَایَقِْلا مِوْیَ  عَوجُ  هِیِف  مْکُشِطَعَوَ  مْکُعِوجُِب  اورُکُذْاوَ 

اورُِّق مْکُِنیکِاسَمَوَ وَ  مْکُِئارَقَُف  یلَعَ  اوُقَّدصَتَوَ  هُشَطَعَوَ 

اوظُفَحْاوَ مْکُمَاحَرْأَ  اوُلصِوَ  مْکُرَاغَصِ  اومُحَرْاوَ  مْکُرَابَکِ 
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مْکُرَاصَْبأَ هِْیَلإِ  رُظََّنلا  ُّلحِیَ  اَّمعَ لا  اوُّضغُوَ  مْکُتَنَسِْلأَ 

یلَعَ اوُنَّنحَتَوَ  مْکُعَامَسْأَ  هِْیَلإِ  ِتسْلاا  عُامَ ُّلحِیَ  اَّمعَوَ لا 

هَِّللا یَلإِ  اوُبوُتوَ  مْکُِماتَْیأَ  یلَعَ  نَّْنحَتَُی  سِاَّنلا  مِاتَْیأَ 

تِاقَوْأَ یِف  ءِاعَُّدلاِب  مْکُیَدِْیأَ  هِْیَلإِ  اوعُفَرْاوَ  مْکُِبوُنذُ  نِْم 

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  هَُّللا  رُظُْنیَ  تِاعَاَّسلا  لُضَْفأَ  اهََّنإِفَ  مْکُِتاوَلَصَ 

هُوْجَاَن اذَإِ  مْهُُبیجُِی  هِدِابَعِ  یَلإِ  هِمَحَّْرلاِب  اهَیِف 

اهَُّیأَ هُوْعَدَ  اذَإِ  مْهَُل  بُیجِتَسْیَوَ  هُوْدَاَن  اذَإِ  مْهِیِّبلَُیوَ 

اهَوُّکفُفَ مْکُِلامَعْأَِب  هٌَنوهُرْمَ  مْکُسَفُْنأَ  َّنإِ  سُاَّنلا 

اوفُِّفخَفَ مْکُرِازَوْأَ  نِْم  هٌلَیقَِث  مْکُرُوهُظُوَ  مْکُرِافَْغِتسْاِب 

هُرُکْذِ یَلاعَتَ  هََّللا  َّنأَ  اومُلَعْاوَ  مْکُدِوجُسُ  لِوطُِب  اهَْنعَ 

نْأَوَ نَیدِجِاَّسلاوَ  نَیِّلصَمُْلا  بَِّذعَُی  نْأَ لا  هِِتَّزعِِب  مَسَْقأَ 

نَیمَِلاعْلا ِّبرَِل  سُاَّنلا  مُوقُیَ  مَوْیَ  رِاَّنلاِب  مْهُعَِّورَُی  لا 

اذَهَ یِف  اًنِمؤُْم  اًمِئاصَ  مْکُْنِم  رََّطفَ  نْمَ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ 

هٌرَفِْغمَوَ هٍبَقَرَ  قُْتعِ  هَِّللا  دَْنعِ  کَِلذَِب  هَُل  نَاکَ  رِهَّْشلا 

.هِِبوُنذُ نِْم  یضَمَ  امَِل 

,O people, the month of Allah (Ramazan) has come to you with blessings

mercy, and forgiveness. This is the noblest of the months to Him. Its days

are the noblest of days. Its nights are noblest of the nights. It is the

month in which you are invited to be Allah’s guests. You have been

established as those honored by Him in this month. Your breathing in this

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2068 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


,month is considered words of His glorification, your sleeping is worship

.your deeds are accepted by Him, and your supplications to Him are fulfilled

Then, ask Allah, your Lord, with sincere intentions and pure hearts to help

you succeed in fasting this month and reciting His Book. Whoever is deprived

of Allah’s forgiveness in this great month is at a real loss. Remember the

.thirst and hunger of the Day of Resurrection through this thirst and hunger

Give charity to your poor and indigent ones, respect your elder ones, be kind

to the younger ones, visit your relations of kin, watch your tongues, lower

your eyes against what they are forbidden to look at, and guard your ears

against what they are forbidden to hear. Be kind to other people’s orphans so

that others may be kind to your orphans. Repent before Allah for your sins. Raise

your hands up towards Him in supplication at the times of prayer. These times

are the noblest of the hours during which the Honorable and Exalted God looks

,upon His servants with mercy, responds when they make supplications to Him

.replies to them when they call Him, and fulfills for them what they ask for

O people, you are tied down by your deeds. Free yourselves by means of

supplications. Your backs are overburdened with your sins. Make them lighter

by means of extended prostrations. Know that the Sublime God has sworn by His

Honor that He will not punish or throw into Hellfire those who pray and fall

in prostration on the Day on which all the people will rise for the Lord of
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the Worlds. O people, the reward with the Honorable and Exalted God for

whoever provides for the breaking of the fast of any believer in this month

.is like that of freeing a slave and the forgiveness of all past sins

p: 74

The Golden Chain of Authority (al-Salsalah al-Dhahabiyyah) reads as follows: - - 1
Imam al-Riza (‘a) has reported on the authority of his father, Imam al-Kazim (‘a), on
the authority of his father, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), on the authority of his father, Imam al-
Baqir (‘a), on the authority of his father, Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a), on the authority of
his father, Imam husayn (‘a), on the authority of his father, Imam `Ali (‘a), on the

…authority of the Holy Prophet (s) who said
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.” The people said, “O Prophet of God, not all of us are able to do that

:Then, the Holy Prophet (s) answered

ِّقشِِب وَْلوَ  رَاَّنلا  اوقَُّتا 

سُاَّنلا اهَُّیأَ  .ءٍامَ  نِْم  هٍَبرْشَِب  وَْلوَ  رَاَّنلا  اوقَُّتإ  .هٍرَمْتَ 

یلَعَ اًزاوَجَ  هَُل  نَاکَ  هُقُُلخُ  رِهَّْشلا  اذَهَ  یِف  مْکُْنِم  نَسُحَ  نْمَ 

رِهَّْشلا اذَهَ  یِف  فََّفخَ  نْمَوَ  مُادَْقلأَا  هِیِف  ُّلزِتَ  مَوْیَ  طِارَِّصلا 

َّفکَ نْمَوَ  هَُباسَحِ  هِْیلَعَ  هَُّللا  فََّفخَ  هُُنیمِیَ  تْکَلَمَ  اَّمعَ 

مَرَکْأَ نْمَوَ  هُاقَْلیَ  مَوْیَ  هُبَضَغَ  هُْنعَ  هَُّللا  َّفکَ  هَُّرشَ  هِیِف 

هِیِف لَصَوَ  نْمَوَ  هُاقَْلیَ  مَوْیَ  هَُّللا  هُمَرَکْأَ  اًمیِتیَ  هِیِف 

هِیِف عَطَقَ  نْمَوَ  هُاقَْلیَ  مَوْیَ  هِِتمَحْرَِب  هَُّللا  هُلَصَوَ  هُمَحِرَ 

عََّوطَتَ نْمَوَ  هُاقَْلیَ  مَوْیَ  هُتَمَحْرَ  هُْنعَ  هَُّللا  عَطَقَ  هُمَحِرَ 

يَّدأَ نْمَوَ  رِاَّنلا  نَِم  هًءَارََب  هَُل  هَُّللا  بَتَکَ  هٍلاصَِب  هِیِف 

امیَِف هًضَیرِفَ  نَیعِْبسَ  يَّدأَ  نْمَ  بُاوََث  هَُل  نَاکَ  اًضرْفَ  هِیِف 

لََّقَث َّیلَعَ  هِلاَّصلا  نَِم  هِیِف  رَثَکْأَ  نْمَوَ  رِوهُُّشلا  نَِم  هُاوَسِ 

نَِم هًیَآ  هِیِف  لاتَ  نْمَوَ  نُیزِاوَمَْلا  ُّفخِتَ  مَوْیَ  هَُنازَیِم  هَُّللا 

نَِم هِرِْیغَ  یِف  نَآرْقُْلا  مَتَخَ  نْمَ  رِجْأَ  لُْثِم  هَُل  نَاکَ  نِآرْقُْلا 

رِهَّْشلا اذَهَ  یِف  نِانَجِْلا  بَاوَْبأَ  َّنإِ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  .رِوهُُّشلا 

بَاوَْبأَوَ مْکُْیلَعَ  اهَقَِّلغَُی  نْأَ لا  مْکَُّبرَ  اوُلسَفَ  هٌحََّتفَُم 

مْکُْیلَعَ اهَحَِّتفَُی  نْأَ لا  مْکَُّبرَ  اوُلسَفَ  هٌقََّلغَُم  نِارَیِّنلا 

اهَطَِّلسَُی نْأَ لا  مْکَُّبرَ  اوُلسَفَ  هٌَلوُلْغمَ  نَیطِایََّشلاوَ 
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.مْکُْیلَعَ

Fend off the Fire from yourselves (by providing for the breaking of the

fast of any believer) even if it be with a piece of a date. Fend off the Fire

(from yourselves (by providing for the breaking of the fast of any believer

even if it be with a sip of water. O people, whoever behaves courteously in

this month will easily cross the Discriminating Bridge on the Day of Judgment

on which one’s steps are not firm. Allah will ease the reckoning of whoever

takes it easy with those whom his right hand possesses (i.e. servants) in

this month. On the Day one meets Him, Allah will withhold His Wrath from

,whoever controls his wickedness in this month. On the Day one meets Him

Allah will honor whoever honors an orphan in this month. On the Day one meets

Him, Allah will shower His mercy upon whoever maintains family ties in this

month. Allah will deprive of His mercy whoever breaks off his family ties in

this month. He will record release from Hellfire for whoever offers even a single

unit of recommendable prayers. The reward of whoever carries out an

obligatory duty in this month is seventy times as much as that of one who

carries out the same duty in other months. The Balance of Deeds of whoever

invokes Allah’s blessings upon me a lot will be more positive on the Day of Judgment

on which the Balance of Deeds of some people will be negative. The reward of

whoever recites one verse of the Qur'an in this month is like the reward of
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one who recites the whole Qur'an in other months. O people, the gates of Paradise
.are open in this month. Therefore, ask your Lord not to close them in your faces

Similarly, the gates of Hellfire are closed. Therefore, ask your Lord not to

open them up to you. Satan is chained down. Therefore, ask your Lord not to

.let him overcome you

p: 76
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The Commander of the Faithful (Imam `Ali (‘a)) said, “I stood up and said, ‘O Prophet
?’ of Allah, what are the noblest of deeds in this month

:The Holy Prophet (s) said

لُضَْفأَ نِسَحَْلا  اَبأَ  ایَ 

َّزعَ هَِّللا  مِرِاحَمَ  نعَ  عُرَوَْلا  رِهَّْشلا  اذَهَ  یِف  لِامَعْلأَا 

.َّلجَوَ

O Abu’l-hasan, the noblest of deeds in this month are abstaining from

(what the Honorable and Exalted God has forbidden…(1

Delineation the merits of the month of Ramazan is too vast to be covered in this book
because this month holds a special significance and the traditions about its merits are
numerous. However, the most important topics that are covered by the

abovementioned sermon of the Holy Prophet (s), as well as the traditions of the Holy
:Imams (‘a) can be summarized in the following points

One should take advantage of this blessed month in which all rites gain special . 1
meaning, quantity and quality. In this great devotional season, punishments for evil
acts and rewards for kind acts are multiplied. Finally, a golden opportunity to change
all past activities into righteous acts or even into the highest ranks of righteousness is

.available in this month

Fasting during this month does not only mean abstaining from eating and drinking, . 2
but also from all forbidden evil acts in addition to turning away from all weaknesses

.and flaws

In this month, diversity in devotional acts and a practical demonstration of the . 3
deeds that take one nearer to Almighty
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 7:226, H. 20 - - 1
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Allah are visible in the coming presentation of the devotional acts and rites of this
.month

An all-inclusive and comprehensive practical course of worship has been set up in . 4
this month to accelerate the devotional practices to cover the entire time of this

.month

As has been previously cited in our discussion of the Night of Qadr within the . 5
particular days and nights of the year, Almighty Allah, in this month in general and on
the Night of Qadr in particular, makes crucial decisions about man’s destiny and the

.descent of His mercy upon His creatures

In this month, man is spiritually, morally, and ethically equipped for resuming higher . 6
.and more perfect activity after EId al-Fitr

All Muslims pay much attention to the month of Ramazan. As a result, this month, in its
.totality, identifies Muslims and distinguishes them from all other nations and groups

However, the course that has been established by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is still different
in particularities and details from the devotional courses adopted by other Muslims for

.this month

Rites of Ramazan

The rites of Ramazan can be divided into two main parts. We will try to restrict our
discussion to mentioning the titles of these rites along with a reference to their
contents, leaving the details, which are too many, to the famous Shaykh al-Qummi’s

.Mafatih al-Jinan

The first part of the devotional acts of Ramazan involves the common devotional acts
.that are practiced throughout this month without distinction as to the day
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The second part involves the devotional acts that are dedicated to certain nights or
.days of the month

First Part: The Common Devotional Acts of Ramazan

:This part is further subdivided into four sections

Devotional Acts Common to the Nights and Days

Devotional Acts Common to the Nights

Devotional Acts Common to Early Dawn

Devotional Acts Common to Daytime

Devotional Acts Common to the Nights and Days

Authors of books on supplications and devotional acts have mentioned a number of
:acts, some of which are as follows

Supplications after each obligatory prayer or at all times

Shaykh al-Qummi has cited three supplications to be said after the obligatory prayers
and one supplication to be recited at any time. This supplication is known as Du`a' al-

(hajj.(1

These four supplications comprise highly regarded contents, including implorations to
gain divine permission to perform the ritual hajj Pilgrimage, to observe the Night of
Qadr as it should be observed, to be released from Hellfire, to gain Paradise, to have

one’s sustenance expanded, and to concern oneself with solving the problems

p: 80

Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 9:74 as quoted from Shaykh al- - - 1
.Kulayni, al-Kafi and Shaykh al-Kaf`ami’s al-Misbah
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of Muslims and achieving their interests.(1) Shaykh al-Kulayni and Shaykh al-Saduq,
through a valid chain of authority, have mentioned another supplication with more

(details.(2

Recitation of the Holy Qur'an

It is highly recommended to recite, read, and ponder over the Holy Qur'an as much as
possible during the month of Ramazan. According to some traditions, although it is
recommended to read the whole Qur'an once every month during other days and
months, it is more highly recommended to read the whole Qur'an once every three

(days in Ramazan.(3

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has stated that Imam Musa al-
Kazim (‘a) deemed recommended reading the Holy Qur'an entirely once or even more

every day or night of Ramazan. Then, the Imam (‘a) mentioned a great reward for
dedicating the reward of such entire recitation to the Holy Prophet and Imams (‘a).
One of these rewards is the dedicator will be included with their group on the Day of

(Resurrection.(4

Litanies

It is recommended to engage in repeating words of seeking forgiveness from
Almighty Allah (istighfar), glorifying Him (tasbih), praising Him (hamd), and professing

that He

p: 81

.Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 176-177 - - 1
.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 9:71, H. 163 - - 2

Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 9:13, H. 26, as quoted from Shaykh al- - - 3
.Kulayni, Usul al-Kafi

Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 9:178, as quoted from Shaykh al- - - 4
.Kulayni, Usul al-Kafi
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is the One and Only God (tahlil) and the Most Great (takbir). It is reported that when
the month of Ramazan begins, Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) would utter no other words

(than words of tasbih, istighfar, and takbir.(1

Prayers

The Holy Imams (‘a) prepared a course of supererogatory prayers for the nights and
.days of this month, recommending offering them as much as possible

Devotional Acts Common to the Nights of Ramazan

Authors of books on supplications and devotional acts have mentioned a number of
:acts, some of which are as follows

Breaking the Fast

As fasting ritually extends from dawn to dusk, it should be broken immediately after
that by eating and drinking. It is however recommended to delay it after the
performing of the obligatory sunset prayer. It is also recommended to break the fast

.with a date or a sweet food

While breaking the fast, it is recommended to say a litany or a supplication the most

:famous formula of which is the following

O Allah, For Your sake have I

fasted, with Your sustenance have I broken my fast, and in You have I

.trusted

َّمهَُّللاَ

.تُْلَّکوَتَ کَْیلَعَوَ  تُرْطَْفا  کَِقزْرِ  یلَعَوَ  تُمْصُ  کََل 

p: 82

Ibid. Such reports indicate the general state of the Imam (‘a) in this month. Of - - 1
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course, the Imams (‘a) would repeat these devotional words as long as they would
not contradict carrying out more important devotional acts or deeds, such as working

.towards settling necessary daily activities
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:Upon eating the first bite, it is recommended to say the following

In

the Name of Allah; the All-beneficent, the All-merciful. O Liberal in

.forgiving: (please) forgive me

نِمحَّْرل� هِّلل�  مِسِْب 

.یِل رْفِغْ�  هِرَفِْغمَْل�  عَسِاوَ  ایَ  .مِیحَِّرل� 

Such matters bring about a great reward, such as forgiveness and gaining the
.rewards of all those who have fasted that day

(It is also recommended to recite Surah al-Qadr just before breaking the fast.(1

Almsgiving

One of the highly recommended acts is to give alms during the nights of Ramazan,
and especially at the time of breaking the fast. When such alms are the food with
which the fast is ordinarily broken, no matter how little the amount is, even if it is just
a few dates or a drink of water, according to one’s capacity, it brings about a great
reward. He gains the reward of the deeds done by that fasting person out of the
power he has obtained from the food that he gave to him as alms, and winning the

reward of

manumitting thirty slaves. In addition, the supplication of the almsgiver will be
(responded to.(2

Recitation of the Holy Qur'an

On the nights of Ramazan, it is highly recommended to recite certain chapters of the
-Holy Qur'an, such as Surah al
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.Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 178 - - 1

.Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 178 - - 2
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Qadr one thousand times and Surah al-Dukhan (No. 44) one hundred times, when
(possible.(1

Supplications

The most important formula of supplication said on the nights of Ramazan is Du`a' al-
Iftitah, which is an invocation of Allah’s blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his
Household, a special supplication for the Awaited Imam al-Mahdi (‘a), and statements

that are regarded as highly spiritual which encourage a person to engage in self-
.struggle

Shaykh al-Qummi has also cited three other formulas of supplication for the nights of
(Ramazan.(2

Prayers

It is recommended to offer one thousand units of prayer that are distributed among

the nights of Ramazan and called the Ramazan supererogatory prayers. Although
there is more than one formula for the distribution of these units of prayer among the
nights of Ramazan, Shaykh al-Qummi, following Shaykh al-Mufid, has chosen a

:certain formula and described it as the most familiar. This formula is as follows

On the first twenty nights of Ramazan, twenty units of this prayer should be offered
each night with an interval

p: 84

Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 179. Seemingly, to repeat Surah al-Qadr is - - 1
equivalent to the litanies of Ramazan or replacing the required recitation of the Holy
Qur'an for those who cannot recite it in such a condensed manner. However, Almighty

.Allah knows best
.Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 179-183 - - 2
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between each two units. To explain, eight units should be offered after the obligatory
sunset Prayer and the others after the obligatory early night prayer. The total is thus
four hundred units and the remainder is six hundred. These six hundred units should
be offered on the three Nights of Qadr, which are the nineteenth, the twenty-first,
and twenty-third of the month. Two hundred units should be offered on each of these

.three Nights. Thus, one thousand units will be completed

It is also recommended to offer a two-unit prayer each night, reciting Surah al-
Fatihah once and repeating Surah al-Tawhid three times. After completion of the

:prayer, the following litany may be said

Glory

.be to Him Who watches over, never leaves anything undone nor is neglectful

Glory be to Him Who is Merciful and never does a thing in haste. Glory be to

Him Who is vigilant and never forgets one thing over another. Glory be to Him

Who is alert and steady, never engrossed with a thing so as to overlook

.another

ظٌیفِحَ لاَ وَهُ  نْمَ  نَاحَْبسُ 

مٌِئاقَ وَهُ  نْمَ  نَاحَْبسُ  لُجَْعیَ  مٌیحِرَ لاَ  وَهُ  نْمَ  نَاحَْبسُ  لُفُْغیَ 

.وهُْلیَ مٌِئادَ لاَ  وَهُ  نْمَ  نَاحَْبسُ  وهُسْیَ  لاَ 

:After this litany, it is recommended to repeat the following statement seven times

دُمْحَْل�وَ هِّلل�  نَاحَْبسُ 

.رُبَکْا هُّلل�وَ  هُّلل�  َّلاإِ  هَلإِ  لاَوَ  هِّلِل 

All glory be to Allah, all praise be to Allah, there is no god save

.Allah, and Allah is the Greatest
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:After that, it is recommended to say the following supplication once

Glory be

.to You, Glory be to You, Glory be to You. O All-Great, forgive my grave sins

کََناحَْبسُ کََناحَْبسُ 

.مَیظِعَْل� بَْنَّذل�  یَِل  رْفِغْ�  مُیظِعَ  ایَ  .کََناحَْبسُ 
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Then, it is recommended to invoke blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household
:ten times

O

.Allah, (please do) send blessings upon Muhammad and upon his Household

دٍَّمحَُم یلَعَ  ِّلصَ  َّمهَُّللاَ 

.هِِلآ یلَعَوَ 

About this prayer, Shaykh al-Kaf`ami has mentioned that whoever offers it will have
(seventy thousand of his sins forgiven by Almighty Allah.(1

Devotional Acts Common to Early Dawn

Authors of books on supplications and devotional acts have mentioned a number of
:acts, some of which are as follows

(Having the Early Dawn Meal (Suhur

It is highly recommended to eat or drink something at early dawn, preferably flour or
dates. For this meal, there are some etiquettes, one of which is to recite Surah al-

.Qadr

Supplications and Whispered Prayers

Supplications and whispered prayers are the most important deeds of early dawn.
The most significant and famous supplication is known as Du`a' al-Baha', which
involves statements of glorification of Almighty Allah and imploring in the name of His
attributes. About this supplication, which is reported from Imam al-Riza (‘a) to be
ascribed to his grandfather Imam al-Baqir (‘a), it is reported that it contributes to

.granting one’s requests

In addition, there is the most magnificent supplication that is reported by Abu-
.hamzah al-Thumali carrying his name
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Abu-hamzah al-Thumali has reported that Imam `Ali ibn husayn Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a)
used to pray the whole night throughout Ramazan. During the last hour of night, he

:used to say the following supplication

O

Allah, do not discipline me by means of Your punishment and do not subject me

…to Your planned strategy

یِنْبِّدؤَُت یهِلإِ لاَ 

… کَِتلَیحِ یِف  یِب  رْکُمْتَ  لاَوَ  کَِتَبوقُعُِب 

Very long, eloquent, refined in style and composition, this supplication holds highly
considerable contents and a variety of diction. It plays a vital role in spiritual
education, evolution and perfection, and reinforces one’s relationship with Allah. It

.also teaches one how to talk to Him confidentially and how to praise and glorify Him

Furthermore, this supplication presents the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and confirms their
matchless knowledge, leadership, and vital role in the lives of Muslims. It also
demonstrates their course in building a virtuous community and their supreme goals,

.one of which is to create a morally and spiritually perfected group in society

In addition to these two supplications, there are others to be said at early dawn and
(can be found in Mafatih al-Jinan.(1

Devotional Acts Common to Daytime

Authors of books on supplications and devotional acts have mentioned a number of
:acts, some of which are as follows

p: 87

Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 184-202. It is worth mentioning that on - - 1
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.fasting the next day
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Supplication

A set of texts and supplicatory formulas have been reported to be said during the
daytime of Ramazan. The most important of these is the supplication that begins with

:the following statement

نَاضَمَرَ رُهْشَ  اذَه  َّمهَُّللاَ 

نَِم تٍانَِّیَبوَ  سِاَّنلِل  يًدَهُ  نَآرْقُلا  هِیِف  تَْلزَْناَ  يذَِّل� 

… نِاقَرْفُل�وَ يدَهُْل� 

,O Allah, this is the month of Ramazan in which You revealed the Qur'an

guidance for humankind and clear proofs of true guidance and distinction

(… between the right and the wrong)

This supplication has been reported by Shaykh al-Tusi, in Misbah al-Mutahajjid, and
(Sayyid Ibn Tawus, in Iqbal al-A`mal.(1

There is also another supplication the first statements of which are similar to the
statements of the previously mentioned supplication of Du`a' al-Baha'. However, this

supplication then moves to invoke blessings upon the Holy

Prophet, his Household, the prophets, and the angels. It then presents statements of
(praying for and praising the Holy Prophet (s).(2

Litanies and Doxologies

Litanies, statements of glorification enumerating the attributes of Almighty Allah are
to be said on every day of Ramazan. In this regard, a ten-passage litany explaining

the hearing, sight, creation, knowledge, and kingdom of

p: 88

.Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 202 - - 1
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.Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 207 - - 2
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Almighty Allah, as well as many other similar matters, is to be repeated every day in
(Ramazan.(1

Invocations of Blessings

Shaykh al-Tusi and Sayyid Ibn Tawus have cited a wonderful piece invoking Almighty

Allah’s blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household, as well as praising and
commending them, to be said every day in Ramazan. This invocation begins with the

:following statement

هُتَکَِئلاَمَوَ هَّلل�  َّنإِ  }

هِْیلَعَ �وُّلصَ  �وُنمَآ  نَیذَِّل�  اهَُّیاَ  ایَ  ِّیِبَّنل�  یلَعَ  نَوُّلصَُی 

ِّبرَ ایَ  کَْیَّبَل  .اًمیِلسْتَ } �ومُِّلسَوَ 

… کََناحَْبسُوَ کَْیدَْعسَوَ 

,Verily“

Allah and His angels send blessings upon the Prophet, O you who believe, call

for Divine blessings on him and salute him with a becoming salutation.” Here

I am at Your service, my Lord! Doing that which pleases You, and glory be to

(You…(2

Second Part: Devotional Acts Dedicated to Certain Nights and Days

:This part can be subdivided into the following sections

The Devotional Acts of Welcoming the month of Ramazan

The Devotional Acts of the Bright Nights

The Devotional Acts on the Nights of Qadr
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The Devotional Acts on the Last Ten Nights

The Devotional Acts on Certain Days of Ramazan

p: 89

.Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 213-214 - - 1
.Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 210 - - 2
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Devotional Acts on the First Night and Day

Islam and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have devoted special attention to the first night and day
of Ramazan and confirmed a number of matters to be done on this night and day, the

:most important of which are the following

Watching the New Moon

Authoritative traditions narrate that the Holy Prophet (s) and his Household (‘a) used
to watch for and welcome the new moon of the month—a procedure that has become

one of the highly regarded recommendable acts.(1) In this respect, many supplicatory
formulas reported from the Holy Prophet (s) and the Holy Imams (‘a) have been
mentioned for this procedure. However, the forty-third supplication of al-Sahifah al-

(Sajjadiyyah may be presented as the most magnificent formula in this respect.(2

Ritual Bathing

On the first night of Ramazan, it is recommended to perform the ritual bath and
ceremonially purify oneself by immersing oneself in a flowing river or pouring thirty

.handfuls of water on the head

(Visiting Imam husayn (‘a

It is also highly recommended to perform visitation of Imam husayn (‘a) this night
.from close (at his holy shrine) or by reading his ziyarah from afar

p: 90

Moreover, Shaykh al-Qummi has mentioned that this procedure has been - - 1
.deemed obligatory by some scholars

.Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 215 - - 2
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Supererogatory Prayers

The supererogatory prayers of Ramazan should be started this night. Another two-
unit prayer, in each unit of which Surah al-Fatihah and Surah al-An`am (No. 6) are
recited may be offered. Upon accomplishment, it is recommended to beseech

.Almighty Allah’s protection against fears and ailments

Supplications

Many supplicatory formulas have been reported to be read on the first night of
Ramazan. One of these is the supplication reported by Ibn Tawus from Imam al-

:Jawad (‘a). This supplication begins with the following statement

کُِلمْیَ نْمَ  ایَ  َّمهَُّللا 

.رٌیدِقَ ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  وَهُوَ  رَیِبدَّْتل� 

O Allah, O He Who controls the management of all affairs, and has power

!over all things

The two Du`a' al-Jawshan al-Kabir and Du`a' al-hajj supplications are also reported
.to be read on this night

All the previous devotional acts for the first night of Ramazan are also performed on
the first day of Ramazan, although with

some different formulas for prayers and supplications, except watching for the new
(. moon and visiting Imam husayn (‘a

Allamah al-Majlisi states that Shaykh al-Kulayni, Shaykh al-Tusi, and others have `
reported through a valid chain of authority that Imam al-Kazim (‘a) used to say a
special supplication on the first of Ramazan. This supplication begins with the

:following statement

p: 91
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کَُلئَسْاَ یِّنإِ  َّمهَُّللا 

تْعَسِوَ یِتَّل�  کَِتمَحْرَِبوَ  ءٍیْشَ  ُّلکُ  هَُل  نَادَ  يذَِّل�  کَمِسِْ�ب 

… ءٍیْشَ َّلکُ 

O

Allah I beseech You, in the name of Your name before which everything kneels

(down and in the name of Your mercy which encompasses everything…(1

Devotional Acts on the Bright Nights of Ramazan

A special prayer, mentioned within the devotional acts of Rajab, is common to the
bright (i.e. moonlit) nights of the three months. Therefore, the fifteenth night of

.Ramazan is included

In addition, it is recommended to perform the ritual bath and offer other prayers on
the bright nights of Ramazan. However, the fifteenth night is distinguished by visiting
Imam husayn (‘a) and offering some prayers. One of these prayers is a ten-unit one,
offered at the tomb of Imam husayn (‘a) after the obligatory early night prayer. This
prayer is, of course, different from the eight-unit night prayer. Another prayer to be
offered this night is a hundred-unit prayer, in each unit of which Surah al-Fatihah is

(recited once and Surah al-Tawhid ten times.(2

Rites of the Nights of Qadr

In the previous discussion of the particular days and nights of the year, we mentioned

both the common and the private

p: 92

Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 217-121. Although it is reported that Imam - - 1
al-Kazim (‘a) recommended praying to Almighty Allah with this supplicatory formula

on the first day of the year, experts have understood that the Imam (‘a) meant the
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.first day or night of Ramazan

.Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 223 - - 2
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rites of the three Nights of Qadr. We also pointed out the significance of the Night of
.Qadr

Devotional Acts of the Last Ten Nights of Ramazan

The last ten nights of Ramazan enjoy such a special significance that the Holy Prophet
(s) used to roll up his bed and prepare himself for worship on these nights. To devote
one’s efforts to devotional acts on these ten nights denotes an acceleration of the
devotional movement of Ramazan, especially when we take into consideration the

.fact that the Night of Qadr is one of these ten nights

Some devotional acts and special supplications are devoted to these nights. For each
night, a special supplication has been reported in addition to other supplications that
are common to the ten nights. One of these is the supplication that begins with the

:following statement

یِف تَْلُق  کََّنإِ  َّمهُّللاَ 

“… نُآرْقُْل� هِیِف  لَزِنُا  يذَِّل�  نَاضَمَرَ  رُهْشَ  : ” لِزَْنمُْل� کَِباتَکِ 

O Allah, You have said in Your revealed Book: “The month of Ramazan in

…” which the Qur'an was revealed

On the twenty-seventh night, it is recommended to take the ritual bath and to repeat
:the following supplication throughout the night

یَِفاجََّتل� یِنْقزُرْ�  َّمهَُّللا 

دَادَعِتسْلاِ�وَ دِوُلخُْل�  رِادَ  یَلإِ  هََباَنلإِ�وَ  رِورُغُْل�  رِادَ  نْعَ 

.تِوفَْل� لِوُلحُ  لَْبقَ  تِوْمَْلِل 

O Allah, (please) provide me with alienation from the abode of

delusion, turning to the abode of eternity, and readiness for death before it
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.is too late

On the last day and night of Ramazan, some special devotional acts, bidding this
:month farewell, have been reported

p: 93
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Performing the ritual bath on the last night - 

(Visiting Imam husayn (‘a - 

(Reciting Surahs al-An`am (No. 6), al-Kahf (No. 18), and Yasin (No. 36 - 

Repeating the forgiveness-seeking prayer one hundred times - 

Saying a number of supplications, the most favorable being the forty-fifth - 
supplication of al-Sahifah al-Sajjadiyyah and the following one reported from Imam

(: al-Sadiq (‘a

رَخِآ هُْلعَجْتَ  َّمهَُّللا لاَ 

رُجْفَ عَُلطْیَ  نْاَ  کَِب  ذُوعُاَوَ  نَاضَمَرَ  رِهْشَِل  یِمایَصِ  نم  دِهْعَْل� 

.یِل تَرْفَغَ  دْقَوَ  َّلاإِ  هِلَْیَّلل�  هِذِه 

O Allah, (please) do not determine my observance of fasting in this

month of Ramazan to be the last of my observances of fasting. I seek Your

.protection against this day dawning before You forgive me

.This supplication contributes to having one’s sins forgiven

Particular Acts of Days and Nights

Quoting `Allamah al-Majlisi in Zad al-Ma`ad, Shaykh al-Qummi has mentioned

special prayers to be offered on each night of Ramazan and special supplications to
(be said on each day in Mafatih al-Jinan.(1

This vast and diverse devotional course intends to make man attain self-perfection
and serve Almighty Allah on earth and be qualified and prepared for the crucial

decisions

p: 94
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Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 238-242. On page 242, Shaykh al-Qummi - - 1
.has mentioned a notice to be worth considered
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that are made about this community on the Night of Qadr. The night of EId al-Fitr is
.the night of the fulfillment of promised rewards

p: 95
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Ḥajj and the First Ten Days of Dhu’l-Ḥijjah

Point

hajj is one of the most important devotional acts of Islam. According to some

traditions, it follows the ritual prayer with regard to its significance and favorability in
the list of the Islamic devotional acts. Moreover, hajj has been described as one of the

(. two jihads (i.e. holy struggle

In this respect, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of authority that
`Abdullah ibn Yahya al-Kahili heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoting the Holy Prophet (s) as

:saying

وَهُ نِْیدَاهَجِْلا ، دُحَأَ  وَهُ 

.ءِافَعَُّضلا دُاهَجِ 

hajj is one of the

.two jihads. It is the jihad of the weak

:Commenting on this saying, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) says

امَأَ .ءُافَعَُّضلا  نُحَْنوَ 

یِفوَ هَلاََّصلا ، َّلاإِ  ِّجحَْلا  نَِم  لَضَْفأَ  ءٌیْشَ  سَْیَل  هَُّنإِ 

.ٌّجحَ مْکُلَْبقَ  هِلاََّصلا  یِف  سَْیَلوَ  هٌلاَصَ  انَهُهَ  ِّجحَْلا 

We are the weak. Verily, there is nothing better than hajj except the

ritual prayer; however, there is prayer in the hajj but there is no hajj in

(the prayer.(1

hajj is also the support of the religion and the foundation of its existence. It is thus
:reported
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Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:77, H. 2 as quoted from Shaykh al-Kulayni, - - 1
.Furu` al-Kafi
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امَ اًمِئاقَ  نُیِّدلا  لُازَیَ  لاَ 

.هُبَْعکَْلا تِمَاقَ 

(This religion is kept existent as long as the Ka`bah is still standing.(1

The hajj has a historical root that extends to the time before the existence of Adam
(‘a) on earth although the divine call to perform hajj as an obligatory duty upon all

(. people actually began at the time of Prophet Abraham (‘a

In this regard, Shaykh al-Kulayni, through a valid chain of authority, has reported
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

ینَِم نِْم  مُدَآ  ضَافَأَ  اَّمَل 

اَّنإِ امَأَ  .کََّجحَ  َّرُب  مُدَآ ، ایَ  تَْلاقَفَ : هُکَِئلاَمَْلا  هُْتَّقلَتَ 

.مٍاعَ یْفَْلأَِب  هَُّجحُتَ  نْأَ  لَْبقَ  تَْیبَْلا  اذَهَ  انَجْجَحَ  دْقَ 

When Adam (‘a) returned from Mina (as a ritual practice), he was

received by the angels who said to him, “Make lawful your hajj, for we have

(been going on hajj to this house two thousand years before you.”(2

Through another valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Imam al-
:Sadiq (‘a) as saying

رَِمأُ اَّمَل 

تِْیبَْلا ءِانَِبِب  مُلاََّسلا  امَهِْیلَعَ  لُیعِامَسْإِوَ  مُیهِارَْبإِ 

َّمُلهَ يدَاَن : َّمُث  نٍکْرُ  یلَعَ  مُیهِارَْبإِ  دَعَقَ  هُؤُانَِب ، َّمتَوَ 

نْمَ َّلاإِ  َّجحِیَ  مَْل  ِّجحَْلا  یَلإِ  اوُّمُلهَ  يدَاَن  وْلَفَ  .َّجحَْلا 

َّمُلهَ يدَاَن : هَُّنکَِلوَ  اًقوُلخْمَ ، اًَّیسِْنإِ  ذٍِئمَوْیَ  نَاکَ 
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اللهِا یَعِادَ  کَْیَّبَل  لِاجَِّرلا : بِلاَصْأَ  یِف  سُاَّنلا  یَّبلَفَ  .َّجحَْلا 

َّجحِیَ اًرشْعَ  یَّبَل  نْمَفَ  .اللهِا  یَعِادَ  کَْیَّبَل  .َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ 

کَِلذَ نِْم  رَثَکْأَ  یَّبَل  نْمَوَ  اًسمْخَ ، َّجحِِی  اًسمْخَ  یَّبَل  نْمَوَ  اًرشْعَ ،

ِّبلَُی مَْل  نْمَوَ  اًدحِاوَ ، َّجحَ  اًدحِاوَ  یَّبَل  نْمَوَ  کَِلذَ ، دِدَعَِبفَ 

.َّجحِیَ مَْل 

When the construction of the House was completed by Abraham (‘a) and

Ishmael (‘a) by the command of Almighty Allah, Abraham (‘a) sat in a corner

and called out, “Come you all to the hajj.” If he had called out, “Come to

the hajj,” none would have come except the human beings of that time, but

when his call was, “Come you all to the hajj,” all people even the unborn in

the loins of their fathers responded to him, saying, “We do respond to the

caller of Allah. We do respond to the caller of Allah…” Thus, those who

.repeated this statement of response ten times will go on hajj ten times

Those who repeated it five times will go on hajj five times and so every one

will go on hajj as many times as he repeated this statement. Likewise, he who

repeated it once only will go on hajj once only and who had not responded

(will not go on hajj at all.(3

p: 97

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:14, H. 5 as quoted from Shaykh al-Kulayni, - - 1
.Furu` al-Kafi and reported through a valid chain of authority
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Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:5, H. 6 as quoted from Shaykh al-Kulayni, - - 2
.Furu` al-Kafi

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:5, H. 9 - - 3
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Performing the hajj Pilgrimage is obligatory only once upon any adult who possesses
the expenditure of the hajj journey along with an amount sufficient to provide
livelihood to one’s dependents, and that such a journey will not cause disorder in
one’s livelihood or personal conditions. At the same time, it is highly recommended to
go on hajj as many times as possible—an act that is preferred to many other

(devotional acts.(1

It is also impermissible to suspend the hajj or to leave the Holy Ka`bah unvisited. In
this regard, it is obligatory upon

p: 98

In many traditions, hajj is preferred to manumission of slaves, giving of alms, and - - 1
even holy struggle against enemies. It is recommended to prefer going on hajj for
one’s personal worldly affairs. In view of such matters and more details, the hajj, in
the sight of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), enjoys high value and a distinctive particularity. See

.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 10:149-216 Section: Merits of the hajj
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the supreme religious authority to force people to perform this religious duty and fund
.their journeys if they cannot find money to do so

Detailed guidance on the performance of this duty is available in books on the
(. practical laws of hajj, known as manasik al-hajj (Rites of the hajj

Categories of the Ritual hajj

To a great extent, all Muslims unanimously agree upon classifying the ritual hajj into
three categories and upon the basic details of each category. This is of course one of
the divine blessings with which Muslims are endued and one of the matters that

.expresses their unity

:The categories of hajj are thus three

hajj al-Tamattu`: The most significant and preferred category of hajj, hajj al- . 1
Tamattu` is obligatory upon every adult person (old enough to carry out religious
duties) who is capable of carrying out this duty and whose place of dwelling is more

than ninety kilometers away from the city of Makkah. Referring to such people, the
:Holy Qur'an says

مِارَحَْلا دِجِسْمَْلا  يرِضِاحَ  هُُلهْأَ  نْکُیَ  مَْل  نْمَِل  کَِلذَ 

(This is for him whose family is not present in the Sacred Mosque. (2:196

In the Muslim jurisprudential terminology, they are called ahl al-afaq (People of the
(. Horizons

hajj al-Ifrad: This category of hajj is obligatory upon those who live near Makkah . 2
and are present in the Sacred Mosque. In it the performer (of hajj) is required to enter
into the state of Ihram (i.e. put on two ceremonially white pieces of cloth and pledge
to abandon the forbidden acts that violate one’s hajj or `Umrah). They start either

from the Miqat (the starting points for hajj) or from their houses

p: 99
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and then perform a single `Umrah (i.e. minor hajj) only. This category of hajj is
different from the earlier in the point that it does not require offering a sacrifice to the
Holy Ka`bah or slaughtering an animal. Additionally, entering into the state of Ihram

.for this category of hajj is different from the earlier category

hajj al-Qiran: This category of hajj is similar to the abovementioned one with one . 3
difference. The pilgrim is required to mark the offering that he must offer to the Holy
Ka`bah from the first moment of entering the state of Ihram until he slaughters it at

.Mina on the Day of `«d al-Azha

`Rites of hajj al-Tamattu

In brief, in hajj al-Tamattu` a pilgrim enters the state of Ihram to perform the `Umrat

al-Tamattu`(1) from one of the

five places known as Mawaqit (sing. Miqat) and which had been marked out by the
:Holy Prophet (s) for the people of the remote horizons as follows

Masjid al-Shajarah, which is also called Dhul-halifah or Abyar `Ali: the starting ( 1)
point (i.e. Miqat) from which the people of Madinah and those who pass by it start their

.ritual hajj

Al-Juhafah: the starting point from which the people of Sham (currently Syria, ( 2)
.Jordan, Lebanon, and Palestine) and those passing by it start their hajj

p: 100

Umrat al-Tamattu` is the lesser hajj (pilgrimage) to Makkah made - - ` 1
independently or at the same time of the ritual hajj, and consisting of a number of
devotional rituals performed within the city. `Umrat al-Tamattu` must be connected

.to the ritual hajj
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Wadi-`Aqiq: the starting point from which the people of Iraq and those passing by ( 3)
.it start their hajj

Qarn al-Manazil: the starting point from which the people of al-Ta'if (a city in ( 4)
.western Saudi Arabia, in al-hijaz Province) and those passing by it start their hajj

Yalamlam: the starting point from which the people of the Yemen and those ( 5)
.passing by it start their hajj

Entering into the state of Ihram means to take off one’s ordinary clothes and put on
two unstitched pieces of cloth worn as shirt and apron. Then, the pilgrim utters the
statement of Talbiyah (i.e. responding to the call of hajj), which is in the following

:form

.کَْیَّبَل َّمهَُّللا  کَْیَّبَل 

کَل هَمَْعِّنلاوَ  دَمحَْلا  َّنإ  .کَْیَّبَل  کََل  کَیرِشَ  کَْیَّبَل لاَ 

.کََل کَیرِشَ  .کَْلمُْلاو لاَ 

Here I am responding to You, O Allah, here I am. Here I am, You have no

partner, here I am. Surely, praise, grace, and kingship are Yours. You have

.no partner

A pilgrim must also abstain from a set of matters some of which are inherently
forbidden while others are not, such as touching women, using perfume, wearing
clothes other than the two pieces of Ihram, covering the head with anything,

.engaging in disputes, hunting, and others

A pilgrim must then present himself in Makkah to circumambulate the Holy Ka`bah
seven times, beginning and ending at the corner on which the Black Stone is placed.
Then, he must offer the two-unit prayer of circumambulation at the place known as

(. the Station of Abraham (‘a) (Maqam Ibrahim
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Afterwards, he must go to al-Safa to begin performing the rite of Sa`y(1) from al-Safa
to al-Marwah, two small hillocks between which a pilgrim must run slowly seven
times; four times from al-Safa to al-Marwah and three times the other way so as to

.end up at al-Marwah

.The next rite is to have his hair cut short and his nails trimmed

Immediately after performing this rite, a pilgrim may release himself from the state of
Ihram and return to his normal state. However, he must wait for the time of hajj to
begin. Once it begins, he is required to enter into a new state of Ihram for the hajj
from the holy city of Makkah on the eighth of Dhu’l-hijjah. On this day, he must leave
for Mount `Arafat and stay there from midday to the sunset of the ninth of Dhu’l-

.hijjah. This rite is known as halting at `Arafat

After sunset, he must come down this mountain and move towards the Holy

.Monument (i.e. al-Mash`ar al-haram) where he must stay until sunrise

On the tenth of Dhu’l-hijjah, he must come to Mina to perform the rite of stoning the
`Aqabah statue (jamarat al-`aqabah) with seven small pebbles that he must gather
from the Holy Precinct of Makkah and the Holy Monument. He must then sacrifice an
animal offering, which must be a sheep, a cow, or a camel, and then shave or have
the hair of his head cut short. Only then, can he release himself from the state of
Ihram and do all the legal things that have been made forbidden to him as long as he

.was in the state of Ihram, except touching women and using perfumes

p: 102

.Sa`y is the ritual of running between Hill al-Safa and Hill al-Marwah seven times - - 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2115 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_102_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


He must then come to the Holy House again, circumambulate it seven times, offer a
two-unit prayer at the Station of Abraham (‘a), and run seven times between al-Safa

.and al-Marwah. Only then can he use perfume

In order to have intimacy made lawful for him, he must perform another seven-round
circumambulation, known in the jurisprudential terminology of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
School as Tawaf al-Nisa' and in the terminology of the other Muslim schools as Tawaf

(. al-Wada` (Farewell Circumambulation

On the eleventh and twelfth nights of Dhu’l-hijjah, a pilgrim is required to spend half
of the night (either from nightfall to midnight, or from midnight to its last hour, at
least) at Mina, although it is recommended, and even obligatory under certain

.circumstances, to spend the thirteenth night there, too

On the eleventh and twelfth days, and even the thirteenth day for those who spent
the last night at Mina, a pilgrim must stone the three statues (known as al-jamarah al-

.sughra, al-jamarah al-wusta, and jamarat al-`Aqabah) with seven pebbles each

This is a summary of the method and obligatory rites of hajj al-Tamattu` according to
the jurisprudence of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), although there are further details, manners,
recommended acts, and even duties to which a pilgrim may be exposed while
performing this category of hajj. However, there is no space to mention all these in

.this book

This method is largely followed by the other Muslim sects with the exception of a very
few details, options, and advancing or delaying in the performance of certain rites and

.in the rulings appertaining to certain acts of a pilgrim

p: 103
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Distinctive Features of hajj

Under this title, we can refer to three features by which the worship of hajj is
.distinguished from the other devotional acts

First: hajj comprises several sorts of devotional acts, such as prayer, fasting, jihad,
and almsgiving. The ritual circumambulation of the Holy House is a sort of prayer, in
addition to the ritual prayer that follows each practice of circumambulation, known as
Salat al-Tawaf (Circumambulation Prayer). Entering into the state of Ihram, which
imposes abstaining from certain good things and desires, is a sort of fasting.
Sacrificing and offering an animal to the Holy Ka`bah is a sort of almsgiving. The
hardships undergone by a performer of hajj, such as the hardship of taking long
journeys to Makkah and the exhaustive efforts that come from carrying out the
rituals of the hajj, are a sort of jihad. Besides, the ritual hajj involves other devotional
acts, such as halting at a mountain, stoning the three statutes, that represent Satan,
with pebbles, and having one’s hair cut short or shaved. All these devotional acts are

.distinctive, unlike all other acts of worship

Second: hajj is a large collective practice and Muslims of various social classes and
from every remote path gather on certain days to perform this religious duty
collectively and respond to the divine call of Prophet Abraham (‘a). They all move on
the same highland and in a unified form to express the actual equality of all human

.beings and practically achieve the perfect unity of the Muslim nation

Third: The purpose behind the practice of this worship is wide-ranging at both the
individual and collective level and in various aspects, including the material, spiritual,

.social, political, economic, educational, and moral

Although explanation of this point requires elaborative discourse, it seems possible to
explain it by citing some traditions of the Ahl

p: 104
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al-Bayt (‘a) that deal with some of the spiritual and material aspects and the holy
.purpose of this worship

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

هُلَعَجَ يذَِّلا  مِارَحَلا ، هِِتْیَب  َّجحَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  ضَرَفَ 

هِْیَلإِ نَوهَُلأْیوَ  مِاعَْنلاَا ، دَورُوُ  هَُنودُرِیَ  مِاَنلاَِْل ، هًلَْبِق 

مْهعِضُاوَتَِل هًمَلاَعَ  هَُناحَْبسُ  هُلَعَجَ  .مِامَحَلا  هَوُلوُ 

اًعاَّمسُ هِقِْلخَ  نِْم  رَاتَخْاوَ  هِِتَّزعِِل ، مْهِِناعَذْإِوَ  هِِتمَظَعَِل ،

فَِقاوَمَ اوفُقَوَوَ  هُِتمَِلکَ ، اوُقَّدصَوَ  هُتَوَعْدَ ، هِْیَلإِ  اوُباجَأَ 

، هِشِرْعَِب نَیفِیطِمُلا  هِِتکَِئلاَمَب  اوهَُّبشَتَوَ  هِِئایَِبْنأَ ،

هُدَْنعِ نَورُدَابَتَیَوَ  هِِتدَابَعِ ، رِجَْتمَ  یِف  حَاَبرْلاْا  نَوزُرِحُْی 

، اًملَعَ مِلاسْلاِِل  هَُناحَْبسُ  هُلَعَجَ  .هِِترَفِْغمَ  دَعِوْمَ 

بَتَکَوَ هَُّقحَ ، بَجَوْأَوَ  هَُّجحَ ، ضَرَفَ  اًمرَحَ ، نَیذِِئاعَْلِلوَ 

﴾ نَیمَِلاعَْلِل يدًهُوَ  اکًرَابَُم  هََّکبَِب  يذَِّلَل  سِاَّنلِل  عَضِوُ  تٍْیَب  لََّوأَ  َّنإِ  : ﴿ هَُناحَْبسُ لَاقَفَ  هُتَدَافَوِ ، مْکُْیلَعَ 

Allah has made

obligatory upon you the pilgrimage (hajj) to His sacred House, which is the

turning point for the people who go to it as beasts or pigeons go towards

spring water. Allah, the Glorified, made it a sign of their supplication

before His Greatness and their acknowledgment of His Dignity. He selected

from among His creation those who upon listening to His call responded to it

and testified to His word. They stood in the position of His Prophets and
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resembled His angels who surround the Divine Throne securing all the benefits

.of performing His worship and hastening towards His promised forgiveness

Allah the Glorified made it (His sacred House) an emblem for Islam and an

object of respect for those who turn to it. He made obligatory its pilgrimage

and claim on you, holding you responsible to discharge it. Thus, Allah the Glorified

said, “And (purely) for Allah, is incumbent upon mankind, the pilgrimage to

,the House, for those who can afford to journey thither. And whoever denies

(then verily, Allah is Self-sufficiently independent of the worlds. (3:96)”(1

p: 105

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 1 - - 1
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Within the famous tradition that al-Fazl ibn Shadhan has reported from Imam al-Riza
:(‘a) with regard to the logic for the religious duties, Imam al-Riza (‘a) has said

هَِّلعِِل لَیِق  ِّجحَْلاِب ؟ رَِمأُ  مَِلفَ  لَاقَ  نْإِفَ  …

جِورُخُْلاوَ هِدَایَِّزلا  بِلَطَوَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  هَِّللا  یَلإِ  هِدَافَوِْلا 

امَِل اًفِنأْتَسُْم  یضَمَ  اَّمِم  اًبِئاتَ  دُْبعَْلا  فَرَتَْقا  امَ  ِّلکُ  نِْم 

نِادَْبلأَا بِعَتَوَ  لِاوَْملأَا  جِارَخْإِ  نِْم  هِیِف  امَ  عمَ  لُِبْقتَسْیَ 

تِاَّذَّللا نِعَ  سِفُْنلأَا  رِظْحَوَ  دَِلوَْلاوَ  لِهْلأَا  نِعَ  لِاغَِتشْلااوَ 

عَمَ اًمِئادَ  هِْیلَعَ  کَِلذَ  اًتِباَث  دِرْبَْلاوَ  ِّرحَْلا  یِف  اًصخِاشَ 

عِیمِجَِل کَِلذَ  یِف  امَ  عَمَ  لُِّلذََّتلاوَ  هَِناکَِتسْلااوَ  عِوضُخُْلا 

یِف نْمَوَ  اهَِبرْغَوَ  ضِرْلأَا  قِرْشَ  یِف  عِِفانَمَْلا  نَِم  قِْلخَْلا 

رٍجِاتَ نِْیَب  نِْم  ُّجحِیَ  نَّْمِموَ لا  ُّجحِیَ  نَّْمِم  رِحْبَْلاوَ  ِّربَْلا 

رٍیقِفَوَ رٍاکَُموَ  نٍیکِسِْموَ  بٍسِاکَوَ  رٍتَشُْموَ  عٍِئاَبوَ  بٍِلاجَوَ 

مُهَُل نِکِمْمُْلا  عِضِاوَمَْلا  یِف  فِارَطْلأَا  لِهْأَ  جِِئاوَحَ  ءِاضَقَوَ 

رِابَخْأَ لِْقَنوَ  هُِّقفََّتلا  نَِم  هِیِف  امَ  عَمَ  اهَیِف  ِتجْلاا  عُامَ

لَاقَ امَکَ  هٍیَحِاَنوَ  عٍْقصُ  ِّلکُ  یَلإِ  مُلاََّسلا  مُهِْیلَعَ  هَِّمِئلأَا 

اوعُجَرَ اذَإِ  مْهُمَوْقَ  اورُذِْـنُیِلوَ  نِیِّدـلا  یِف  اوهَُّقفَتَیَِل  هٌفَِئاطَ  مْهُْنِم  هٍقَرِْف  ِّلکُ  نِْم  رَفََن  اَلوْلَفَ  هًَّفاکَ  اورُفِْنیَِل  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا  نَاکـَ  امـَوَ  : } َّلجـَوَ َّزعَ  هَُّللا 
هٍدَحِاوَ لا هٍَّجحَِب  اورُِمأُ  مَِلفَ  لَاقَ  نْإِفَ  مْهَُل } عَِفانَمَ  اودُهَشْیَِل  { } نَورُذَحْیَ مْهَُّلعََل  مْهِْیَلإِ 

عَضَوَ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  هََّللا  َّنلأَِ  لَیِق ، .کَِلذَ  نِْم  رَثَکْأَ 

فُیعَِّضلاوَ ُّيوِقَْلا  هَُل  عَسَیَِل  هًاشَ  یِنْعیَ  { � � � � : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  لَاقَ  امَکَ  هًَّوُق  مِوْقَْلا  یَندْأَ  یلَعَ  ضَِئارَفَْلا 

مِوْقَْلا یَندْأَ  یلَعَ  تْعَضِوُ  امََّنإِ  ضِِئارَفَْلا  رُِئاسَ  کَِلذَکَوَ 

َّمُث اًدحِاوَ  ضُورُْفمَْلا  ُّجحَْلا  ضِِئارَفَْلا  کَْلِت  نِْم  نَاکَوَ  هًَّوُق 
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.مْهِِتقَاطَ رِدْقَِب  هَِّوقُْلا  لَهْأَ  دُْعَب  بََّغرَ 

If he…

:asks, ‘Why have we been ordered to go on the hajj pilgrimage?” It is said

,This is because it is a form of going towards Allah the Exalted and Majestic

asking him for numerous rewards, departing from all evils that one has

committed, being repentant for all that he has done in the past, and starting

anew what he will do in the future. The hajj pilgrimage is also done so that

one expends his wealth, puts himself to physical trouble, experiences separation

from his spouse and children, avoids lust and pleasure, and suffers from the

troubles of the trip in the hot and cold weather, in fear, for a long interval

in humility, submission, and humbleness. In addition, the hajj pilgrimage

carries great benefits for all people (such as learning to desire Almighty

,Allah, fear Him, abandon hardheartedness, make continuous reference to Him

and not lose one’s hope and expectation). It reminds people of fulfilling

their duties towards their Lord and towards all people: people who live in

,the deserts or at sea, partake in the hajj pilgrimage or not, import goods

do business, sell or buy, are dealers or needy, rent riding animals or are

too poor to rent any riding animals to go on the hajj pilgrimage. It also

includes the fulfillment of the needs of the people who live in the vicinity

where the hajj pilgrims gather. It includes the training of individuals in
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the narration of the traditions from the Immaculate Imams (‘a) from one

region over to another region. Almighty Allah has said, “If a contingent from

every expedition remained behind, they could devote themselves to studies in

religion and admonish the people, when they return to them, that thus they

may learn to guard themselves against evil. (9:122)” He has also said, “So

that they may witness advantages for them. (22:28)” If he asks, “Why have we

been ordered to go on the hajj pilgrimage once and not more?” It is then

said: It is because Almighty Allah established the obligatory deeds taking

into consideration the weakest people as He, the Exalted and Majestic, has

said, ‘…He must make an offering, as he can afford, but if he cannot afford

it…’ This refers to a sheep that both the rich and the poor can offer. The

other obligatory deeds are established considering the weakest people. One of

the obligatory deeds is to go on the hajj pilgrimage, which is obligatory

once in one’s lifetime. God has encouraged the rich people to perform it as

(often as they can.(1

p: 106

.Shaykh al-Saduq, `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza 1:126 - - 1
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Characteristics of the Ahl al-Bayt’s View of hajj

It seems proper to refer, yet briefly, to the Ahl al-Bayt’s view of the hajj and their
understanding of the role that this worship can play in the life of the Muslim nation in
general and the virtuous community in particular. hajj, in its capacity as a religious
duty, unites the words of Muslims and expresses the concord and entity of the Muslim

.nation

The following distinctive features can add to the general understanding of all Muslims

:regarding hajj

Great Interest

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took great interest in hajj. They have discussed all the affairs and
details of hajj and given vivid explanations about its reality, history, excellence, value,
role, and goals. They have also discussed in detail the laws appertaining to the rites
and categories of hajj and presented the various problems and their solutions in the

.light of the laws of Islam

By making a simple and swift comparison between the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
about hajj and the traditions that are reported from others, we can obviously notice
the difference. Comparatively, the number of traditions in which the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
have discussed the questions of hajj and transmitted, both directly and indirectly, the
Holy Prophet’s words and deeds in this regard is quantitatively(1) and qualitatively
many times as much as the traditions that are reported from the other Muslim schools

.in the same field

p: 108

For instance, the author of Jami` Ahadiih al-Shi`ah has cited eight hundred and - - 1
.thirty one traditions about the history, excellence, and general affairs of the hajj
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:The following two samples will confirm this obvious truth

The tradition that the major Sunni reference books of hadith report from Imam al-
Baqir (‘a) on the authority of Jabir ibn `Abdullah al-Ansari presents many details about
the Holy Prophet’s last hajj (known as the Farewell Pilgrimage) that cannot be found
in any other tradition mentioned in these reference books. This tradition represents a
jurisprudential basis for all Muslim schools of jurisprudence in the field of the laws of

(hajj.(1

Shaykh al-Saduq, through a valid chain of authority, has reported that Zurarah ibn
A`yun once said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! I
have been asking you about the laws of hajj for forty years and you have always

.” given me answers

:The Imam (‘a) answered

مَدَآ لَْبقَ  هِْیَلإِ  َّجحُ  تٌْیَب 

؟ اًماعَ نَیعَِبرْأَ  یِف  هُلَِئاسَمَ  یَِنْفُت  نْأَ  دُیرُِت  مٍاعَ  یْفَْلأَِب 

A house to which pilgrimages were made two thousand years before the

creation of Adam (‘a)—do you expect that you can learn all about it in forty years

(only?(2

This answer obviously shows the wide-ranging scope of the Holy Imam’s practical
interest in the topic of hajj, just as they show their great interest in the historical

.aspect of this worship

p: 109

Mansur `Ali Nasif, al-Taj al-Jami` lil-Usul 2:153 as quoted from Sahih Muslim and - - 1
.Sunan Abi-Dawud

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:7, H. 12 as quoted from Shaykh al-Saduq’s - - 2
.man-la-yahzuruhul-faqih
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Comprehensiveness of the Devotional Content of hajj

Not to speak of their vast concentration on hajj, we notice that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) also
took much interest in the devotional contents of all of its rites and laws. We cannot
find a performer of hajj practicing any rite without a supplication or a litany before,
during, or after it. More precisely, supplications and litanies accompany a performer

of hajj from the time he intends to perform hajj until he returns home. Hundreds of
(traditions deal with this topic.(1

In a coming chapter, we will discuss some details of the vast devotional contents of
.hajj

Visiting the Holy Prophet (s), the Holy Imams (‘a), and Places of Worship

Performers of hajj complete this obligatory devotional act by visiting the Holy
Prophet’s (s) tomb and mosque—an act common to all Muslims.(2) However, the Holy
Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have given this topic much more significance with regard

.to both quantity and quality

With regard to quantity, they encourage their followers to visit the tombs of the Holy
Imams (‘a) buried in the al-Baqi` Cemetery: Imam hasan ibn `Ali (al-Mujtaba), Imam

`Ali ibn al-husayn (Zayn al-`Abidin), Imam Muhammad

p: 110

For instance, al-hurr al-`Amili, in Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:248-338 have dedicated sixty - - 1
.eight sections of his book to discussing the details of the hajj

Exceptions are the Wahhabis who deem forbidden preparing for visiting the Holy - - 2
Prophet’s tomb. However, they deem it acceptable for those who are present at al-
Madinah. According to their laws, it is lawful to prepare oneself for visiting the Holy
Prophet’s Mosque at Madinah and then visiting the Holy Prophet’s tomb may come in

.the margin of visiting his mosque
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ibn `Ali (al-Baqir), and Imam Ja`far ibn Muhammad (al-Sadiq), peace be upon them
.all

They also recommend visiting the tomb of Lady Fatimah al-Zahra' (‘a)—the veracious
and pure—the daughter of the Holy Prophet (s). She is said to have been buried in her

.house(1) that is adjacent to the Holy Prophet’s Mosque

In addition, the Holy Imams (‘a) have recommended visiting the tombs of the Holy
Prophet’s wives, Lady Fatimah bint Asad (Imam `Ali’s mother), the other righteous
companions of the Holy Prophet (s), and the martyrs of the Battle of Uhud, topping the

.list being hamzah ibn `Abd al-Muttalib, the Holy Prophet’s (s) uncle

In addition to the previous, there is much interest in visiting mosques and other places
where the Holy Prophet (s) offered prayers and said supplications and particular
places where historical events or bestowing of divine gifts took place. The following

:mosques top this list

Mosque Qaba - 

Mosque al-Fath - 

Mosque al-Qiblatayn - 

p: 111

About the burial place of Lady Fatimah al-Zahra' (‘a), there are many probabilities, - - 1
the most apparent of which is that she was buried in her house. However, there is
another probability that she was buried in al-Baqi` Cemetery. The disagreement

about the burial place of this veracious and pure lady resulted from the historical fact
that she, owing to certain political reasons, willed her burial place to be unknown to
people and specifically asked Imam `Ali (‘a), her husband, not to allow Abu-Bakr and
`Umar to participate in her funeral ceremony because she died without forgiving

.them. This fact has been reported by all Muslims
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Mosque Uhud - 

Imam `Ali Mosque - 

Salman al-Farsi Mosque - 

Lady Fatimah al-Zahra' Mosque - 

(Mosque al-Ghumamah (the cloud - 

:Other places the Holy Imams (‘a) have recommended visiting are

(. Ummu-Ibrahim’s Chamber (known as mashrabat ummi-ibrahim - 

Al-Abtuh in the holy city of Makkah where there are the tombs of Lady Khadijah (‘a) - 
(the Mother of the Believers: the Holy Prophet’s first wife and Lady Fatimah al-
Zahra'‘s mother), Abu-Talib (‘a), and other righteous personalities of the early age of

.Islam

Abu-Talib’s Col (where the Holy Prophet (s), along with his relatives from the - 
Hashemites, were put under a harsh siege by the polytheists of Makkah at the

(. beginning of his promulgation of Islam

hira' Cave (where the Holy Prophet (s) used to worship Almighty Allah secretly - 
(. before he received the divine revelation

Al-Arqam House (where the first group of Muslims, led by the Holy Prophet (s) met - 
(. secretly to discuss the affairs of Islam

Dar al-Nidwah (the place where the chiefs of Quraysh would meet to discuss the - 
(. latest issues

The Holy Imams (‘a) also recommended visiting all sites that were connected with the
history of Islam and reminded

p: 112
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Muslims of the dignity, honor, sacrifices, and difficulties that faced the divine mission

of promulgating Islam to establish a good link between them and the great history of
their religion. They hoped this would arouse their spirit of determination and

(renaissance, and create the qualities of independence, and self-respect in them.(1

With regard to quality, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) look at visiting the Holy Prophet (s) and
Imams (‘a) as perfection and completion of the ritual hajj. Many traditions declare and
:confirm this fact openly. In this connection, Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have said

یِف اًدهْعَ  مٍامَإِ  ِّلکُِل  َّنإِ 

دِهْعَْلاِب ءِافَوَْلا  مِامَتَ  نِْم  َّنإِوَ  هِِتعَیشِوَ ، هِءِایَِلوْأَ  قُِنعُ 

یِف هًبَغْرَ  مْهُرَازَ  نْمَفَ  .مْهِرِوُبُق  هَرَایَزِ  ءِادَلأَا  نِسْحُوَ 

مْهُءَاعَفَشُ مْهُُتَّمِئأَ  نَاکَ  هِیِف  اوُبغِرَ  امَِب  اًقیدِصْتَوَ  مْهِِترَایَزِ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ 

The disciples and followers of every Imam (‘a) are connected to him

with a binding covenant that they must fulfill. Among the items of an

’excellent fulfillment of these covenants is indeed the visiting of the Imams

a) tombs. Hence, if one visits their tombs willingly and with the intention )‘

of accomplishing their desire, the Imams (‘a) will intercede for that person on

(the Day of Resurrection.(2

:Isma`il ibn Mahran has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

p: 113

Unfortunately, it can be noticed that there is currently an attempt through well- - - 1
organized campaigns to eradicate these traces and cast screens upon them. The
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perpetrators hope that by attracting attention away from these places they will
.succeed in making the pilgrims forget them

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:116, H. 1 - - ` 2
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مْکُدُحَأَ َّجحَ  اذَإِ 

.ِّجحَْلا مِامَتَ  نِْم  کَِلذَ  َّنلأَِ  انَِترَایَزِِب ; هَُّجحَ  مِْتخْیَْلفَ 

Any one of you who goes on hajj must conclude his hajj by visiting us

(because this is the finalization of hajj.(1

:Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), is reported to have said

یَّلصَ اللهِا  لِوسُرَِب  اوُّمِتأَ 

َّنإِفَ اللهِا ; تِْیَب  یَلإِ  مُْتجْرَخَ  اذَإِ  مْکَُّجحَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

یِتَّلا رِوُبقُْلاِب  اوُّمِتأَوَ  مُْترِْمأُ ، کَِلذَِبوَ  ءٌافَجَ  هُکَرْتَ 

اوُبُلطْاوَ اهََّقحَوَ ، اهَتَرَایَزِ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  مُکُمَزَْلأَ 

.اهَدَْنعِ قَزِّْرلا 

When you go on pilgrimage to the House of Allah, finalize your hajj by

visiting the Messenger of Allah (s) because to avoid doing this is a type of

.alienation from him, while you are ordered to avoid alienating yourself

Also, finalize your hajj by visiting the tombs that Almighty Allah has

ordered you to visit and to carry out your duties towards them. Seek

(sustenance at these tombs.(2

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

ءُاقَِل ِّجحَْلا  مُامَتَ 

.مِامَلإِا

The acme of hajj is to
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(visit the Imam (‘a).(3

Identifying the General Political Attitude

Imitating the Holy Prophet (s) and following the instruction of the Holy Qur'an, the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) made sure that the season of hajj took the form of an annual meeting held

by Muslims in order to declare their general political attitude

p: 114

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 14:324, H. 1 - - 1
.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 97:139, H. 2 - - ` 2

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 4:549, H. 2 - - 3
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.and the most important situations that are related to all Muslims

Historically, in the first year of their hajj after the conquest of Makkah, Surah Bara'ah
(al-Tawbah, No. 9) was revealed. The Holy Qur'an and the Holy Prophet (s) declared a
release from all obligations towards the polytheists. This was one of the most

.significant political attitudes demonstrated by Islam

In the last season of hajj led by the Holy Prophet (s) and known as the hijjat al-wada`
(Farewell Pilgrimage), the Holy Prophet (s) delivered a sermon that included all

.political and social attitudes of Muslims

At the end of his last hajj, he declared the future leadership as Imam `Ali’s and the
Muslims’ duty towards him. This declaration, which took place in a region called

:Khumm Spring (i.e. Ghadir), the Holy Prophet (s) openly declared

تُْنکُ نْمَ  سُاَّنلا ، اهَُّیأَ 

دِاعَوَ هُلاَاوَ ، نْمَ  لِاوَ  َّمهَُّللاَ  .هُلاَوْمَ  ٌّیِلعَ  اذَهَفَ  هُلاَوْمَ 

َّبحِأَوَ هَُلذَخَ ، نْمَ  لْذُخْاوَ  هُرَصََن ، نْمَ  رْصُْناوَ  هُادَاعَ ، نْمَ 

.هُضَغَْبأَ نْمَ  ضْغِْبأَوَ  هَُّبحَأَ ، نْمَ 

O people, whoever has taken me as master, `Ali is now his master. O

Allah, (please) be the friend of him who takes `Ali as master, be the

,opponent of him who antagonizes `Ali, give victory to him who supports `Ali

disappoint him who disappoints `Ali, love him who loves `Ali, and hate him

(who hates `Ali.(1

.This event is unanimously reported by all Muslims

The aforementioned traditions on the goals of hajj also indicate this particular goal
and practical outline. Of course, this goal is naturally imposed by the devotional act
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.Hashim Ma`ruf al-hasani, Usul al-Tashayyu`, pp. 39 - - 1
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of hajj and this annual gathering which is attended by select individuals of the Muslim
.nation as well as those who are financially capable of performing this religious duty

Meeting the Imam and the Leadership of the Muslim Community

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) emphasized meeting and visiting the Imam (‘a) during the season
of hajj in order to get his advice and guidance and to become acquainted with the
detailed attitudes towards various issues that concern Muslims. These meetings also
intended to provide the Imam (‘a) with a review of the activities of the faithful
believers, their problems and common and private questions in addition to other
affairs necessitated by the direct connection between the leader and the subjects
with regard to the Muslim society and the process of building a virtuous community

.inside this society

In this regard, Shaykh al-Kulayni and Shaykh al-Saduq have reported through a valid
:chain of authority that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said

نْأَ سُاَّنلا  رَِمأُ  امََّنإِ 

اَنوُتأْیَ َّمُث  اهَِب ، اوُفوطُیَفَ  رَاجَحْلأَا  هِذِهَ  اوُتأْیَ 

.مْهُرَصَْن انَْیلَعَ  اوضُرِْعُیوَ  مْهِِتیَلاَوِِب  اَنورُِبخُْیفَ 

The people have been ordered to come to these stones and circumambulate

them so that they can then come to us to show their loyalty to us and offer

(their support for us.(1

Many other traditions have spoken of the same topic. This proves the significance of
meeting the Imam (‘a), which is an organizational trend in the process of building a

virtuous

p: 116

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 10:252, H. 1; Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 4:549, H. - - 1
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community, during this blessed devotional system, considering it one of the
.devotional acts a faithful believer is required to do

Moreover, this organizational trend is in reality an Islamic principle that has been put
into practice by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in setting up the system of building a virtuous
community.(1) In plain words, the attachment of the people to their religious
leadership and their commitment to the covenants and pledges that they make with
their leadership (which may take various forms including following the guidelines,
carrying out the commands, and giving complete support to the leadership) is actually

:one of the principles of Islam to which the Holy Qur'an (‘a) has called, saying

نَورُشَحُْت هِْیَلإِ  هَُّنأَوَ  هِِبْلقَوَ  ءِرْمَْلا  نَْیَب  لُوحُیَ  هََّللا  َّنأَ  اومُلَعْاوَ  مْکُیِیحُْی  امَِل  مْکُاعَدَ  اذَإِ  لِوسَُّرلِلوَ  هَِّلِل  اوُبیجِتَسْا  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

,O you who believe

answer the call of Allah and His Messenger when he calls you to that which

gives you life. Know that Allah intervenes between man and his heart and that

(to Him you shall be gathered. (8:24

hajj: Jihad of the Weak

Some traditions have reported the Holy Prophet (s) to have regarded hajj as a type of
jihad (holy struggle) although he said so about women, who are exempted from the
religious duty of jihad. In this regard, al-Bukhari has reported that `A'ishah said to the

Holy Prophet (s), “We, the women, see

p: 117

This topic has been discussed with further details in Book III of this series under - - 1
.the title: The General System of the Virtuous Community
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jihad as the best of all deeds. Nonetheless, we are exempted from practicing this
.” deed

(He answered her, “This is true, but the best jihad is to perform an accepted hajj.”(1

Referring to the same tradition, al-Nasa'i reports the Holy Prophet (s) as saying, “The
best and most comprehensive kind of jihad is to make a pilgrimage to the Holy

(House.”(2

Thus, al-Nasa'i generalizes this ruling to include the old, the children, the weak, and
.women

In this connection, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have given a broader view to the ritual hajj
from this angle that it includes all the individuals of the virtuous community who may

face exceptional circumstances that prevent them from carrying out the duty of jihad
for legal and moral reasons. This view stems from the Ahl al-Bayt’s attempt to
maintain the idea and spirit of jihad and to declare the necessity of practicing this sort
of devotional act under all conditions. Of course, this concept is founded on the
understanding of the Ahl al-Bayt of the Holy Prophet’s situation and content of this

.devotional duty

The partisans of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and the individuals of the virtuous community

came under exceptional political circumstances because the tyrannical rulers would
wage unjustified campaigns against people for no reason other than gaining a
dominant influence over them, making more profit, and levying more financial taxes.
This matter reached its climax when some rulers of the Umayyad dynasty refused to

accept the conversion to Islam of some

p: 118

.Mansur `Ali Nasif, al-Taj al-Jami` lil-Usul 2:106-107 - - 1

.Mansur `Ali Nasif, al-Taj al-Jami` lil-Usul 2:106-107 - - 2
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Christians so as not to be deprived of the tributes those people would pay as long as
(they were non-Muslims.(1

Declaring their religion-based attitude to such practices, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
disallowed the individuals of the virtuous community to participate in such campaigns

even though this attitude had a negative spiritual influence on the virtuous community

since it deprived them of gaining the moral outcomes of carrying out the religious duty
(. of jihad (struggle for the sake of Almighty Allah

As a substitute, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) advised their followers to go for hajj as frequently
as possible because the practice of hajj would compensate for the spiritual,
educational, and ethical fruits of jihad of which they were deprived because of the
political circumstances of those days. Of course, this concept is also founded on their

.understanding of the Holy Prophet’s tradition

In the beginning of our discussion of hajj, we have referred to the validly reported
:tradition of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) who quotes the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

.hajj is one of the two jihads. It is the jihad of the weak

:Commenting on this saying, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

(We are the weak.(2

:According to another tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

.ءُافَعَُّضلا انَُتعَیشِوَ  نُحَْن 

.Our Shi`ah and we are the weak

p: 119

This subject is a critical historical issue that should be discussed on other - - 1
.occasions

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:77, H. 2 as quoted from Shaykh al-Kulayni, - - 2
.Furu` al-Kafi
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These two texts may shed some light on this special situation and understanding of
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) with regard to the relationship between jihad and hajj—an

:understanding that can be made clearer through the following texts

:Ja`far ibn Muhammad ibn Qawlawayh has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying . 1

ءِایَشْلأَا لُضَْفأَ  دُاهَجِْلا 

عَمَ َّلاإِ  دَاهَجِ  لاَوَ  دِاهَجِْلا ، تِْقوَ  یِف  ضِِئارَفَْلا  دَْعَب 

.مِامَلإِا

When its time comes, jihad is the best of all things save the ritual

prayers. However, no jihad is permissible except under the pennon (or the

(command) of an Imam.(1

Al-Kulayni and others have reported through a valid chain of authority that Imam . 2
:al-Sadiq (‘a) said

Abbad al-Basri, on his way to Makkah, met Imam `Ali Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) and said,`
“O `Ali, you have left jihad, escaping its difficulty, and come to hajj and its easiness.
Almighty Allah says, “Surely, Allah has bought of the believers their persons and their
property for this, that they shall have Paradise. They fight in Allah's way, so they slay
and are slain—a promise which is binding on Him in the Torah, the Gospel, and the
Qur'an. And who is more faithful to his covenant than Allah? Rejoice therefore in the

(” pledge, which you have made. And that is the mighty achievement. (9:111

.” Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) commented, “You may recite what comes next

So, the man recited, “They who turn to Allah, who serve Him, who praise Him, who
fast, who bow down, who prostrate themselves, who enjoin what is good and forbid

p: 120
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:83, H. 17 - - 1
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what is evil, and who keep the limits of Allah. And give good news to the believers.
(” (9:112

The Imam (‘a) thus commented, “If we find persons enjoying these characteristics,
we will definitely leave hajj and practice jihad with them because it will then be better

(than hajj.”(1

According to another form of the tradition, Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) said, “If such
(people appear, we will never prefer anything to jihad.”(2

A reference to this situation of the Holy Imams (‘a) has been previously made within
.the discussion of jihad

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is validly reported to have quoted Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying . 3

یِف مُِلسْمُْلا  جُرُخْیَ  لاَ 

ءِیْفَْلا یِف  ذُفِْنُی  لاَوَ  مِکْحُْلا ، یلَعَ  نُمَؤُْی  نْمَ لاَ  عَمَ  دِاهَجِْلا 

نَاکَ نِاکَمَْلا  کَِلذَ  یِف  تَامَ  نْإِ  هَُّنإِفَ  َّلجَوَ ; َّزعَ  اللهِا  رَْمأَ 

، انَِئامَدِِب هِطَاشَلإِاوَ  انَِّقحَ  سِْبحَ  یِف  اَنِّودُعَِل  اًنیعُِم 

.هٌَّیِلهِاجَ هٌتَیِم  هُُتتَیِموَ 

A Muslim must not participate in jihad with one who cannot be regarded

as a just ruler and who does not apply the laws of Almighty Allah to the

spoils of war. If one violates this order and then dies in that place, he

will definitely be determined as having supported our enemies in confiscating

our dues and shedding our blood. Thus, he will die the same death of those

(who have not accepted Islam.(3

p: 121
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:32, H. 3 - - 1
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The Course Of The Devotional Acts During The ḤAjj Season

Point

:The devotional acts of hajj are the following

.Devotional Acts Attached to the Rites of hajj

.Devotional Acts on the Day of `Arafat

.Devotional Acts on the First Ten Days of Dhu’l-hijjah

.Devotional Acts on the Tashriq Days

The Devotional Acts Attached to the Rites of hajj

Jurisprudents have mentioned some etiquettes and recommended acts to be
practiced in the midst of carrying out the obligatory rites of hajj. Such etiquettes and
acts include ritual bathing, prayers, supplications, and litanies. The most eminent of

:them are

While preparing oneself for entering into the state of Ihram, it is recommended to . 1
clean the body from dirt, trim the nails, remove the hairs of the armpits and pubes,
and clip the moustache. For those who intend to perform the ritual hajj, it is
recommended, in addition to all these, to comb the hair of the head and the beard

.from the first day of Dhu’l-hijjah

It is further recommended to bathe oneself ceremonially before entering into the
state of Ihram and to say a special supplication during the bathing and while putting

.on the uniform or Ihram

Before entering into the state of Ihram, it is also recommended to offer a prayer, be it
an obligatory or a six or two-unit supererogatory prayer. Another special supplication

.is said immediately before entering into the state of Ihram

p: 122
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In addition to uttering the obligatory statement of Talbiyah, it is recommended to add
other statements comprising words praising Almighty Allah and words beseeching
Him. It is also recommended to repeat the statement of Talbiyah at different places

.and on different conditions until the houses of Makkah can be seen

Upon entering the Holy Precinct, which is a vast circular area surrounding the holy . 2
city of Makkah, it is recommended to get off whatever one is riding, perform ritual

.bathing, take off the shoes, and say a special supplication

For entering the city of Makkah and the Sacred Mosque, it is recommended to bathe . 3
oneself ceremonially. At the door of the mosque, it is recommended to offer
salutations to the Holy Prophet and Prophet Abraham, peace be upon them both,
mention the Name of Almighty Allah through a special formula, praise Him by saying
another special formula, and turn the face towards the Holy Ka`bah while uttering a

.third special formula of supplication

Upon approaching the Black Stone, it is recommended to say certain litanies and . 4
supplications. Likewise, it is recommended to beseech Almighty Allah and say more

litanies, invocations of blessings upon the Holy Prophet (s) and a special supplication
.while kissing the Black Stone

During the ritual circumambulation, there are special supplications to be said on . 5
each round and at certain places. These include the gate of the Holy Ka`bah, the
corner of the Ka`bah facing Yemen (known as al-Rukn al-Yamani), the Black Stone,

the backside of the Ka`bah, the flipside of

p: 123
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the gate of the Ka`bah,(1) and hijr Isma`il, (the fence built by Prophet Ishmael (‘a)
(. around the tomb of his mother

Upon accomplishing Salat al-Tawaf (the Circumambulation Prayer), it is . 6
recommended to thank and praise Almighty Allah, invoke His blessings upon the Holy

.Prophet and his Household (s), and supplicate to Him while prostrating

Upon drinking water from Zamzam Spring, it is recommended to say a special . 7
.supplication and pour a little amount of that water on the head, belly, and back

Upon performing the ritual running between al-Safa and al-Marwah, it is . 8
recommended to say some special litanies, invocations of blessings upon the Holy
Prophet and his Household (s), and supplications. It is also recommended to recite
certain chapters of the Holy Qur'an on al-Safa and al-Marwah and while running

.between them

p: 124

Also called al-Multazam and al-Muta`awwadh, this place, which is commonly - - 1
known as al-Mustajar (the place of seeking aid) is situated before al-Rukn al-Yamani

and directly behind the gate of the Holy Ka`bah. It is the place wherefrom Lady
Fatimah bint (daughter of) Asad entered the Holy Ka`bah and gave birth to Imam `Ali
(‘a). Many traditions have conveyed the merits of this place. Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported
to have said, “At al-Multazam, you should confess to Almighty Allah all of your sins
that you can recollect. As for the sins you may have forgotten, you should express
them by saying, ‘(please) forgive all our sins, including those, which Your keeper-
angels recorded, but we have now forgotten.’ Verily, whoever confesses his sins at
this place, mentions them, and prays to Almighty Allah to forgive him, it will be

[incumbent upon Almighty Allah to forgive him.” [Translator
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The same recommended acts that are done at entering into the state of Ihram for . 9
the hajj may be repeated for the Ihram of the `Umrah. The only difference is that
entering into the state of Ihram for performing `Umrah may be followed by saying
certain supplications while heading for Mina and on the way to Mount `Arafat. At
Mina, it is recommended to spend the whole night in devotional acts, especially at al-
Khif Mosque. There is also another special supplication to be said while heading for

.Mount `Arafat

In the second section, the devotional acts and etiquettes practiced on the Day of . 10
`Afarat will be mentioned, because some of these acts are practiced on this day by

.both performers of hajj and `Umrah

At the Holy Monument, it is recommended to say a supplication at the red dune . 11
that lies to the right side of the road, slow down one’s steps, and spend the Night of

.EId al-Azha in acts of worship and supplications

:In this regard, a hadith reads

If possible, try to spend the whole night in acts of worship, because as reported, the
gates of heaven remain open on this night because of the voices of the believers who
buzz like bees. On this night, Allah, Majestic be His praise, says, “I am your Lord and
you are My servants. You have fulfilled your duties towards Me; therefore, it is
incumbent upon Me to respond to you.” Thus, He excuses whoever He wishes and

(forgives whoever He wishes on this night.(1

.In addition, there are some supplications reported to be said on the Night of `Arafat

Immediately after the obligatory dawn prayer, it is recommended to praise and thank
,Almighty Allah

p: 125
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enumerate any amount possible of His graces and favors, invoke His blessings upon
the Holy Prophet and his Household, and then say a supplication dedicated to this

.time

It is also recommended to run about one hundred steps at Wadi Muhassar (a valley
lying on the way between Jam` and Mina) and then say a special supplication while

.running there

Upon stoning the large statue along with the other statutes representing Satan, it . 12
is recommended to be ritually pure, say a special supplication while collecting the
pebbles, say the takbir statement while throwing them along with a special

.supplication, and say another special supplication on the way back to Mina

Upon offering and slaughtering an animal, it is recommended to say a special . 13
supplication and to undertake the process of slaughtering or, if this is not possible, put

.the knife on the neck of the animal and put the hand on the slaughterer’s hand

Upon having one’s hair shaved or cut short, it is recommended to say a special . 14
.supplication

Upon performing the ritual circumambulation for hajj, it is recommended to do the . 15
acts that have been previously cited for performing the ritual circumambulation for
`Umrah. In addition, it is recommended to say a special supplication while standing at

.the door of the Sacred Mosque before starting this rite

There are more recommended acts to be done by a performer of hajj during . 16
:his/her residence in Makkah. These acts can be summed up as follows

.a) It is recommended to mention Almighty Allah as frequently as possible

p: 126
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b) It is recommended to recite as many chapters of the Holy Qur'an as possible or
.recite it entirely during one’s residence in this city

c) It is recommended to drink from the water of Zamzam Spring and say a special
.supplication thereat

d) It is recommended to catch as many glimpses as possible of the Holy Ka`bah, for a
.great reward is obtained from this act

e) It is recommended to circumambulate the Holy Ka`bah seven rounds ten times a
day: three at the first hour of night, three at the last hour of it, two immediately after

.dawn, and two immediately after midday

f) It is recommended to circumambulate the Holy Ka`bah sixty-three times during
residence in Makkah. If this is not possible, then fifty-two rounds will be sufficient. If
this is not possible either, then one may circumambulate any number of rounds

.possible

g) It is recommended to enter inside the Holy Ka`bah, bathe oneself ritually before
doing so, say a special supplication while entering, offer prayers, offer another special
two-unit prayer, offer prayers at the four corners of the Ka`bah followed by a special
.supplication, and repeat the takbir statement and a special supplication while leaving

h) It is recommended to do another circumambulating, which is called the Farewell
Circumambulation, when preparing oneself for leaving Makkah. Following this, it is
recommended to kiss the Black Stone, praise and thank Almighty Allah, invoke His

.blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household, and say a special supplication

p: 127
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For acquaintance with the details of all these acts, the reader should refer to books on
(the rites and laws of hajj.(1

The course presented demonstrates the wide scope of the contents of hajj as viewed
.by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)—a course that cannot be found in any other Muslim school

p: 128

The translator of this book has compiled a guide book on the laws and rites of hajj - - 1
and `Umrah in English language. This book is entitled The Rites of Makkah and
Madinah, with some general laws of hajj and `Umrah, compiled by Badr Shahin,

[published by Ansariyan Publications. [Translator
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The Devotional Acts On The Day Of `Arafāt

The Day of `Arafat, the ninth of Dhu’l-hijjah, has a special significance and value in
Islam as does the night preceding it, which is a blessed night on which repentance is
accepted, supplications responded to, and acts of obedience to Almighty Allah

.awarded the reward of one hundred and seventy years of worship

Almighty Allah has called His servants to obey and serve Him on this day, stretching
before them the tables of His kindness and magnanimity. On this day too, Satan is
more humble, despised, driven away, and angry than any other day. The Day of

(`Afarat is thus a day of supplication and imploration.(1

It has been narrated that Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a), on the ninth of Dhu’l-hijjah,
heard someone begging people for help. He (‘a) said to him, “Woe is you! Are you
begging other than Almighty Allah on such a day while even fetuses in wombs are

?” expected to be included in His mercy on this day and become delighted

For this day, there is a wide-ranging course of devotional acts and rites. All these acts
and rites are to be practiced during the ritual halting on Mount `Arafat during the hajj
season. However, some traditions show them to also be practiced by other people in
their own countries, especially those visiting Imam husayn’s tomb about which a
tradition holds that Almighty Allah looks at the visitors of Imam husayn’s tomb on the
ninth of Dhu’l-hijjah before he looks at the performers of hajj who are standing on

.Mount `Arafat

p: 129
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Likewise, Talhah ibn Zayd has reported on the authority of Imam al-Baqir (‘a) on the
:authority of his father on the authority of Imam `Ali (‘a) who said

لاَ

رِاصَْملأَا یِف  اوعُمِتَجْیَ  نْأَ  سَأَْب  لاَوَ  هََّکمَِب ، َّلاإِ  هَفَرَعَ 

.اللهَا نَوعُدْیَ  هَفَرَعَ  مَوْیَ 

The Day of `Arafat

should not be celebrated anywhere save Makkah. It is however not

objectionable for the people of a country to gather on this day and

(supplicate before Almighty Allah.(1

Rites on the Night before the Day of `Arafat

Point

Shaykh al-Qummi has cited a course of the rites on the night preceding the Day of
:`Arafat, which will be cited hereinafter, albeit briefly

Supplications

It has been reported that whoever says the following supplication on the night
preceding the Day of `Arafat, as well as on Thursday nights, will have all his/her sins

:forgiven by Almighty Allah

ِّلکُ دَهِاشَ  ایَ  َّمهَُّللا 

… يوَکْشَ ِّلکُ  عَضِوْمَوَ  يوَجَْن 

O Allah Who witnesses all secrets of hearts, Who is the object of all
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…complaints

This supplication holds highly regarded contents, including statements praising and
thanking Almighty Allah, recollection of His signs, and beseeching Him in the name of

.these signs to grant requests of this world and the next

p: 130
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Litanies

Highly recommended is repeating one thousand times the Four Statements of
(. Glorification (al-Tasbihat al-Arba`ah

(Visiting Imam husayn (‘a

.It is highly advisable to visit the tomb of Imam husayn (‘a) this night

Rites on the Day of `Arafat

Ritual Bathing

.It is recommended to perform ritual bathing at midday

(Visiting Imam husayn (‘a

It is highly recommended to visit the tomb of Imam husayn (‘a) and address him with
.a special formula of ziyarah

Prayers

It is recommended to offer a two-unit prayer in each unit of which Surah al-Fatihah is
recited once and Surah al-Tawhid repeated fifty times. This prayer, which is offered
after the obligatory afternoon prayer and before beginning the supplications of this

.day, should be offered outdoors

Fasting

Those who will not faint as a result of uttering many supplications on this day are
recommended to fast. Of course, this act does not include those performing the rite of

.halting on Mount `Arafat because travelers are exempted from fasting
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Litanies

Many formulas of litanies are reported for this day. One of these is the litany of
praising Almighty Allah, glorifying Him, and professing Him as the One and Only God

.and as the Greatest of all, using all the expressions mentioned in the Holy Qur'an

Supplications

Too many are the supplicatory formulas that are reported to be said on the Day of
`Arafat. However, the most significant, magnificent, and comprehensive of all these is
Imam husayn’s supplication on the Day of `Arafat—a marvelous supplicatory formula

that he (‘a) recited one day in the midst of a group of people during the last hours of
the Day of `Arafat. This supplication, which is considered singular in its form and

.eloquence, includes highly regarded contents

The supplication of Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) on this Day is another wonderful
formula. This supplication is mentioned in al-Sahifah al-Sajjadiyyah under prayer No.

.47

Personal Supplications

On this day, it is highly recommended to pray to Almighty Allah for the good of one’s
.brothers-in-faith and relatives, especially parents

.Actually, the devotional acts dedicated to this day, cover all the hours of this day

p: 132
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The Devotional Acts On The First Ten Days Of Dhu’l-Ḥijjah

Point

For the first ten days of Dhu’l-hijjah, a set of both particular and general devotional
acts are reported. The Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said that nothing is more

desirable to Almighty Allah than practicing acts of worship on these ten stated days.
Of course, the tenth day is the Day of EId al-Azha. The summary of these devotional

:acts can be presented as follows

Fasting

It is highly recommended to fast during the first nine(1) days of Dhu’l-hijjah, for it is
.equal in reward to fasting during one’s whole lifetime

Prayers

Between the obligatory sunset and early night prayers on these days, it is
recommended to offer a two-unit prayer in each unit of which Surah al-Fatihah, Surah

:al-Tawhid, and the following verse (7:142) are recited once

عِْبَّتتَ اَلوَ  حِْلصْأَوَ  یِموْقَ  یِف  یِنْفُلخْا  نَورُاهَ  هِیخِأَِل  یسَوُم  لَاقَوَ  هًلَْیَل  نَیعَِبرْأَ  هِِّبرَ  تُاقَیِم  َّمتَفَ  رٍشْعَِب  اهَانَمْمَْتأَوَ  هًلَْیَل  نَیِثالََث  یسـَوُم  اَندْعَاوَوَ 
نَیدِسِْفمُْلا لَیِبسَ 

We appointed with Moses

a time of thirty nights and completed them with ten more, so the appointed

time of his Lord was a complete forty nights. Moses said to his brother

Aaron: Take my place among my people, act well, and do not follow the way of

(the mischief-makers. (7:142

p: 133
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is a feast day (i.e. EId) and all feast days are forbidden to fast according to the laws of
[Islam. [Translator
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Supplications

On these days, it is recommended to say the special supplication that is reported by
Shaykh al-Tusi and Sayyid Ibn Tawus from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) in addition to other
supplications that are reported to have been gifted by Archangel Gabriel to Prophet

.Jesus, the son of Mary, peace be upon them

Litanies

A special formula of litany that is reported from Imam `Ali (‘a) is recommended to be
.said on these days

It is worth mentioning that there are other special acts to be done on the first day of
(Dhu’l-hijjah exclusively.(1

p: 134

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 251-252 - - 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2159 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_134_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The Devotional Acts On The TashriQ Days

Point

The Tashriq Days (1) (the 11th, 12th, and 13th of Dhu’l-hijjah) are the three days that
follow EId al-Azha. There are certain devotional acts that are common to the Day of
EId Azha and the Tashriq Days. The most important of these acts is the rite of stoning
the three statutes (jamarah), which is an obligatory rite for the performers of hajj.

:Besides, there are other recommended acts to be done on these days

Offering an Animal in Sacrifice

It is recommended to slaughter an animal in sacrifice on EId al-Azha although it is also
lawful for those who are not participating in the hajj season to offer such animals on

.the eleventh and twelfth days, or the thirteenth day at Mina

Litany

It is recommended to repeat the famous statements of takbir specified for this
:occasion. These statements are as follows

هُّلل� رُبَکْاَ  هُّللا 

هُّلل� رُبَکْاَ  هُّللا  رُبَکْاَ  هُّلل�وَ  هُّلل�  َّلاإِ  هَلإِ  رُبَکْاَ لاَ 

هُّللا اَنادَهَ  امَ  یلَعَ  رُبَکْاَ  هُّللا  دُمْحَْل�  هِّلِلوَ  رُبَکْاَ 

هِّلِل دُمْحَْل�وَ  مِاعَْنلاَ�  هِمَیهَب  نِْم  انَقَزَرَ  امَ  یلَعَ  رُبَکْاَ 

.اَنلاَْباَ امَ  یلَعَ 

Allah is the Greatest. Allah is the Greatest. There is no god save

.Allah. Allah is the Greatest. Allah is the Greatest. Allah is the Greatest

All praise be to Allah. Allah is the Greatest for He has guided us (to the
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right path). Allah is the Greatest for He has endued us with the cattle

.quadrupeds. All praise be to Allah for the graces He has given us

p: 135

The Tashriq (brightened) days are given this name either because the meat of the - - 1
sacrificed animals shines on these days when left under sunlight in order not to decay
or because these animals should be offered for the sake of Almighty Allah and not
slaughtered before sunrise. (Quoted from Fathullah Ahmad, Mu`jam Alfaz al-Fiqh al-

[Ja`fari, pp. 78) [Translator
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For those performing the hajj rites, it is recommended to repeat these statements

beginning with the obligatory afternoon prayer on EId al-Azha up to the thirteenth of
.Dhu’l-hijjah after performing the obligatory and supererogatory prayers at Mina

For those who are in their homelands, it is recommended to repeat these statements

.until the dawn of the twelfth of Dhu’l-hijjah

p: 136
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Chapter Two: Untimed Acts Of Worship

Point

Prelude

General Prayers . 1

General Fasting . 2

Supplicatory Prayers . 3

(Litanies (Dhikr . 4

Jihad . 5

p: 137
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p: 138

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2164 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Prelude

The untimed acts of worship are not dedicated to a certain time but can be practiced
at any time according to one’s special circumstances and personal choice, or
whenever the qualifications of their obligation or recommendation are met. For
instance, although jihad is an obligatory act of worship, it is not dedicated to a certain

.time; rather, it is associated with its necessity and the fulfillment of its conditions

This chapter will be dedicated to discussing five untimed acts of worship only: prayer,
.fasting, supplication, remembrance (dhikr), and jihad

As for the other devotional acts, some of them have been previously discussed. For
instance, almsgiving and paying the zakat (poor-rate) and khumus (one-fifth) taxes
have been discussed in the section on the economic system of the virtuous
community. Kind treatment and manners have been discussed in the section

.regarding the general system of social relations

As for enjoining the right and forbidding the wrong, which are among the most

important obligations and duties in Islam, their laws can be found within the laws and
Islamic view of jihad since they are part of the devotional acts that contribute to
maintaining worship and religious laws. They are therefore related to the issues of the

.supreme religious authority (wilayah), as has been previously confirmed

In the first chapter of this volume devotional acts in their capacity as particular to
certain times have been discussed. In this chapter, we will discuss untimed devotional

.acts

p: 139
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Prayer

Point

In the Holy Qur'an, prayer (salat) is considered the most important devotional act in
Islam. It is described as the pillar of religion and if it is accepted, everything else will
be accepted correspondingly; however, if it is rejected, everything else will be
rejected.(1) Prayer also restrains one from indecency and evil. According to some

traditions, those who neglect performing the ritual prayers on purpose are ascribed to
(. disbelief (kufr

Hundreds of traditions have been reported concerning the merits of performing

prayers, the necessity of establishing them regularly, their outcome, the logic for
legislating the prayers, and the method of performing them, as well as many other
issues generally related to prayers. Therefore, to discuss all these issues would

.require an independent, voluminous book

In our previous discussion of the daily ritual prayers, we cited some traditions. Now,
:let us cite some more traditions on this topic

About the merit of prayer, Mu`awiyah ibn Wahab is validly reported to have asked
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about the best deed through which the servants of Allah can seek

.nearness to Him and which represents the best ever deed in His sight

:The Imam (‘a) answered

p: 140

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:20, S.8, H. 6, 10, and 13 - - 1
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هِذِهَ نِْم  لَضَْفأَ  هِفَرِْعمَْلا  دَْعَب  اًئْیشَ  مُلَعْأَ  امَ 

مَیَرْمَ نَْب  یسَیعِ  حَِلاَّصلا  دَْبعَْلا  َّنأَ  يرَتَ  لاَأَ  .هَلاََّصلا 

تُْمدُ امَ  هِاکََّزلاوَ  هِلاََّصلاِب  یِناصَوْأَوَ  : ) لَاقَ مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 

(. اًّیحَ

After recognition of Almighty Allah, I do not

know of any thing better than prayer. Have you not noticed that the righteous

servant, Jesus the son of Mary, (‘a) says, “He has enjoined on me prayer and

(the poor-rate as long as I live. (19:31)”(1

Making recommendations to his companions, Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said
:the following about prayer

اودُهَاعَتَ

، اهَْنِم اورُِثکْتَسْاوَ  اهَْیلَعَ ، اوظُِفاحَوَ  هِلاََّصلا ، رَْمأَ 

بِاوَجَ یَلإِ  نَوعُمَسْتَ  لاَأَ  اتًوُقوْمَ } اًباتَکِ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَ  تَْناکَ  هَالََّصلا  َّنإِ   } اهََّنإِفَ اهَِب ، اوُبَّرقَتَوَ 

اهَقُِلطُْتوَ قِرَوَْلا ، َّتحَ  بَوُنُّذلا  ُّتحُتََل  اهََّنإِوَ  نَیِّلصَمُْلا } نَِم  کَُن  مَْل  اوُلاقَ  رَقَسَ  یِف  مْکُکَلَسَ  امَ  : } اوُلِئسُ نَیحِ  رِاَّنلا  لِهْأَ 

هَِّمحَْلاِب هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  اهَهََّبشَوَ  قَبِّرلا ، قَلاَطْإِ 

مِوْیَْلا یِف  اهَْنِم  لُسِتَْغیَ  وَهُفَ  لِجَُّرلا ، بِاَب  یلَعَ  نُوکُتَ 

نَِم هِْیلَعَ  یقَْبیَ  نْأَ  یسَعَ  امَفَ  تارّمَ ، سَمْخَ  هِلَْیَّللاوَ 

نَیذَِّلا لاَ نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  نَِم  لٌاجَرِ  اهََّقحَ  فَرَعَ  دْقَوَ  نِرََّدلا ؟

لاَوَ دَلوَ  نِْم  نْیعَ  هَُّرُق  لاَوَ  عاتَمَ ، هُنَیزِ  اهَْنع  مْهُُلغَشْتَ 

اللهُا یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  نَاکَوَ  هِاکََّزلا .} ءِاتَیإِوَ  هِالََّصلا  مِاقَإِوَ  هَِّللا  رِکْذِ  نْعَ  عٌْیَب  اَلوَ  هٌرَاجَِت  مْهِیهِْلُت  اَل  لٌاجَرِ  : } هَُناحَْبسُ اللهُا  لُوقُیَ  لامَ ،
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، هَِّنجَْلاِب هَُل  رِیشِْبَّتلا  دَْعَب  هِلاََّصلاِب  اًبصَِن  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ 

.هُسَْفَن اهَْیلَعَ  رُِبصْیَوَ  هُلَهْأَ  اهَِب  رُُمأُیَ  نَاکَفَ  اهَْیلَعَ ،} رِْبطَصْاوَ  هِالََّصلاِب  کَلَهْأَ  رُْمْأوَ  : } هَُناحَْبسُ اللهِا  لِوْقَِل 

Pledge yourself to prayer and remain steady in its performance. Offer

prayer as much as possible and seek nearness of Allah through it, because it

is, “imposed upon the believers as a timed ordinance!” Have you not heard the

reply of the people of Hell when they were asked, “‘What has brought you into

hell?’ They shall say, ‘We were not of those who offered the regular

prayers!’” Certainly, prayer sheds sins like the dropping of leaves from

trees and removes them as ropes removed from the necks of cattle. The

Messenger of Allah—May peace and blessing of Allah be upon him and his

descendants—has said, “Prayer is like a hot spring situated at the door of a

person’s home. If he takes a bath in it five times a day, will any dirt then

remain on him?” Those believers recognize its value that neither the

adornment of property nor the coolness of the eyes produced by children, can

turn away from. Allah, the Glorified, says, “(Those) men (are believers) whom

neither merchandise nor any sale diverts from the remembrance of Allah, and

constancy in prayer, and paying the poor-rate…” Even after receiving

assurance of Paradise, the Messenger of Allah—peace and blessing of Allah be

upon him and his descendants—used to exert himself in prayer. After he was

,given the glad tidings of being allowed into Paradise by Allah’s command
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And enjoin prayer on your followers and adhere steadily to it,” the Holy“

Prophet (s) used to enjoin his followers to prayer and exert himself to offer

(it.(2

p: 141

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:25, S.8, H. 1 - - 1
.Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 197 - - 2
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There are certain conditions and etiquettes with regard to the performer of prayers,
his or her dress, the place of performing the prayer, and the place of prostration.

:However, the most important of these conditions are the following

The body, dress, and place of prostration of a performer of prayer must be
(. ceremonially pure (i.e. tahir

A prayer must be preceded by ceremonial purity that is attained through ritual
(. ablution (i.e. wuzu') or ritual bathing (i.e. ghusl

The place of performing the prayer must be legal (i.e. it must not be usurped or
(. confiscated

p: 142
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The dress of a performer of prayer must not be made of silk, gold, or the skin of an
.animal whose flesh is forbidden to eat or the skin of a corpse

In addition, there are many rulings appertaining to prayer and mentioned in detail in
the books on the practical laws of Islam written by jurisprudents and known as

.Risalah

The Untimed Recommended Prayers

Point

:Let us first refer to the obligatory prayers in the following list

Daily obligatory prayers: the dawn (fajr or subh) prayer, the midday (zuhr) prayer, . 1
the afternoon (`asr) prayer, the sunset (maghrib) prayer, and the early night (`isha')

.prayer

The congregational Friday Prayer substitutes the obligatory afternoon prayer on . 2
.Fridays

The EId Prayers, which are performed on the two feast days of Islam (namely, EId . 3
(. al-Fitr and EId al-Azha

The Prayer of Signs (salat al-ayat) is performed when a natural phenomenon is . 4
(feared.(1

.The prayers obligatory due to a vow, an oath, or on behalf of others . 5

p: 143

A two-unit prayer with a special method that is performed at the times of natural - - 1
phenomena, such as lunar and solar eclipses, earthquakes, and violent winds, Salat
al-ayat is obligatory in the presence of one of the Infallible Imams (‘a); otherwise, it is
recommended. Likewise, during the Age of Occultation, according to one of the
familiar opinions adopted by the jurisprudents of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) jurisprudential
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.school, it is optional to perform the Friday congregational Prayer
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The Circumambulation Prayer, which has been discussed in the previous chapter of . 6
.this book

The optional, recommended prayers are too many, some offered at certain times and
:on certain occasions. The most important of these untimed optional prayers are

`( Voluntary prayers (Salat al-Tatawwu . 1

(The prayers of the Holy Infallibles (‘a . 2

Ja`far al-Tayyar’s Prayer . 3

(Prayer for Needs (Salat al-hajah . 4

(Prayer for Seeking the Best (Salat al-Istikharah . 5

(Prayer of Dedication (Salat al-Hadiyyah . 6

Voluntary Prayers

A voluntary prayer is the prayer offered to seek nearness to Almighty Allah. Of course,
such prayers are not restricted to certain formulas, places, or times; rather, they are

:offered pursuant to the Holy Prophet’s saying

رُْیخَ هَلاََّصلا  َّنإِ 

.رَثَکْتَسْإ ءَاشَ  نْمَوَ  َّلقَتَسْإ  ءَاشَ  نْمَفَ  عٍوضُوْمَ 

Prayer is the best subject. Therefore, whosoever wills, let him offer a

(few, and whosoever wills, let him offer many.(1

Likewise, it is reported that someone visited the Holy Prophet (s) and asked him to
.pray to Almighty Allah to allow him into Paradise

:The Holy Prophet (s) answered
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یِّنعِأَ

.دِوجُُّسلا هِرَْثکَِب 

I will, if you help me by

(prostrating yourself before Him frequently.(2

p: 144

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 79:308, H. 9 - - ` 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:75, H. 1 - - 2
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is validly reported to have said

ِّلکُ نُاَبرُْق  هُلاََّصلا 

.ٍّیقِتَ

(Prayer is the offering of every pious person.(1

One of such voluntary prayers is the prayer that is offered upon entering a mosque as
a form of greeting the place. Of course, greeting a mosque includes offering a
voluntary, obligatory, or any other prayer therein. Such voluntary, recommended, or
even supererogatory prayers usually consist of two units ended with the statements

of tashahhud(2) and taslim unless the formula of the prayer has been otherwise
.defined in a valid religious text

It is advisable to offer supererogatory prayers and any number of other voluntary
prayers whenever there is a desire to do so. In this respect, the Holy Prophet (s) is

:reported to have said

َّنإِ

اذَإِوَ اوُلَّفنَتَفَ  تْلَبَْقأَ  اذَإِفَ  اًراَبدْإِوَ  لاًابَْقإِ  بِوُلقُْلِل 

.هِضَیرِفَْلاِب مْکُْیلَعَفَ  تْرََبدْأَ 

Hearts usually

encounter different states ranging between enthusiasm and apathy. If your

,hearts are enthusiastic, then offer the supererogatory prayers; otherwise

(you may perform only the obligatory ones.(3

p: 145

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:30, H. 1 - - 1
Tashahhud is a statement said after accomplishing two units of a prayer, no - - 2
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matter how many units a prayer may consist of. The Arabic word ‘tashahhud’ means

to utter the two creeds of Islam (i.e. I bear witness that there is no god save Allah and
I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger.) This statement is
followed by an invocation of Almighty Allah’s blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his
Household. These three statements thus form the obligatory formula of the ritual

[tashahhud. However, some statements may be added optionally. [Translator
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:50, H. 8 - - 3
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Nonetheless, man is required to keep his heart and self sound and open under all
conditions such that he is always ready to jump at the opportunity of offering prayers
because the supererogatory and voluntary prayers complete the shortcomings of the
obligatory ones and make up the inadvertence, inattentiveness, and

absentmindedness to which a performer of an obligatory prayer may be exposed. In
fact, what is accepted of one’s prayer is only the amount for which a performer has
presence of mind. Supporting this fact, many traditions have been validly reported in
this regard, such as one reported from Muhammad ibn Muslim from Imam al-Baqir

:(‘a) who says

دَْبعَْلا َّنإِ 

وْأَ اهَعُُبرُ  وْأَ  اهَُثُلُث  وْأَ  اهَفُصِْن  هِِتلاَصَ  نِْم  هَُل  عُفَرُْیَل 

اهَْنِم هِْیلَعَ  لَبَْقأَ  امَ  َّلاإِ  هَُل  عُفَرُْی  امَفَ  اهَسُمُخُ ،

امَ اهَِب  مْهَُل  َّمُتیَِل  هِلَِفاَّنلاِب  اَنرِْمأُ  امََّنإِوَ  هِِبْلقَِب ،

.هِضَیرِفَْلا نَِم  اوصُقُِن 

,Only half, one third

one quarter, or even one fifth of a servant’s prayer might be accepted. What

is accepted is only the amount of the prayer in which a servant has presence

of mind. Therefore, we have been ordered to offer the supererogatory prayers

(to make up for the shortcomings of the obligatory ones.(1

(Prayers of the Holy Infallibles (‘a

Point

In many traditions that are narrated from the Holy Infallibles (‘a), certain formulas of
recommended prayers are reported to have been offered by these holy persons.
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These prayers must therefore be of great significance since they were offered by
such holy persons. In his book of Tafsil Wasa’il al-Shi`ah, al-hurr al-`Amili has cited

,three formulas of prayers that are ascribed to the Holy Prophet

p: 146

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 3:52, H. 3 - - 1
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.Imam `Ali, and Lady Fatimah al-Zahra', peace be upon them all

(The Holy Prophet’s Prayer (s

Shaykh al-Tusi, in Misbah al-Mutahajjid, has mentioned that the Holy Prophet’s
(recommended) prayer consists of two units, in each unit Surah al-Fatihah (No. 1) is
recited once and Surah al-Qadr (No. 97) repeated fifteen times. The same Surah is
repeated fifteen times in the ritual genuflection, fifteen times when one raises the
body after the genuflection, fifteen times when one performs the ritual prostration,
fifteen times when one raises the head after the first prostration, fifteen times when
one performs the second prostration, and fifteen times when one raises the head
from the second prostration. Upon accomplishment, one may say any post-prayer

(litany one wishes. Then, one will have all one’s sins forgiven by Almighty Allah.(1

This prayer has also been reported by Sayyid Ibn Tawus through a valid chain of
authority from Imam al-Riza (‘a), mentioning a special formula of supplication to be

(said upon accomplishment.(2

Imam `Ali’s Prayer

Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, and Shaykh al-Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam, have reported
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying
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Whoever offers four units of prayer and repeats Surah al-Tawhid fifteen times in
each unit,(1) will be as free of sins like a newborn immediately when he accomplishes

(the prayer.(2

Shaykh al-Tusi, in Misbah al-Mutahajjid, has cited a special formula of litany to be said
(immediately after this prayer.(3

Lady Fatimah al-Zahra'‘s Prayer

In Wasa’il al-Shi`ah, two formulas of prayer are ascribed to Lady Fatimah al-Zahra'
(‘a) one of which is identical to the previously mentioned prayer of Imam `Ali (‘a),
while the other is mentioned by Shaykh al-Tusi in Misbah al-Mutahajjid. It consists of
two units, in the first unit of which Surah al-Fatihah is recited once and Surah al-Qadr
repeated one hundred times, while in the second unit, Surah al-Fatihah is recited once

(and Surah al-Tawhid repeated one hundred times.(4

However, Shaykh al-Qummi has mentioned other formulas with a supplication to be
(said upon completion.(5

In addition to these prayers, al-hurr al-`Amili, quoting Sayyid Ibn Tawus in his book
Jamal al-Usbu`, has mentioned other special formulas of prayers that are ascribed to

(. the eleven Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a
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However, he has omitted to mention the traditions which relate these prayers to any
(one of the Holy Infallibles (‘a).(1

As for Shaykh al-Qummi, he has mentioned these prayers with special formulas of
supplication to be said after each prayer. Seemingly, Shaykh al-Qummi has imitated

Sayyid Ibn Tawus in this respect. (2) These prayers are not reported to be ascribed to
.any of the Holy Imams (‘a), therefore, we will not cite them

Ja`far al-Tayyar’s Prayer

Ascribed to Ja`far the son of Abu-Talib (‘a), the Holy Prophet’s cousin, this prayer is
the most famous and most favorable of all voluntary prayers. It may be offered
anytime, especially on Fridays, the eve of mid-Sha`ban, and on other holy occasions.
Before the genuflection of the second and fourth unit of this prayer, it is highly
recommended to supplicate to Almighty Allah in the form of Qunut (the ritual
supplication of prayers). It can also be regarded as one of the daily supererogatory

.prayers

Although many traditions have detailed the merits and method of offering this prayer,
we will mention a few traditions that are sufficient to convey to the dear reader its

:significance

Through a valid chain of authority, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said that the
(Holy Prophet (s) once said to Ja`far:(3)(4

p: 149
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.Voluntarily
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According to some reports that are similar to the one mentioned, the Holy Prophet - - 3
(s) addressed these words to Ja`far al-Tayyar upon his return from years of refuge in
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(‘a). Once his eyes fell on Ja`far, the Holy Prophet (s) walked twelve steps forward to
receive him. He then embraced him, kissed him between the eyes, wept, and said,
“Indeed, I do not know for which matter I am happier, for your return, Ja`far, or for
the conquest of Khaybar that Almighty Allah has given at the hands of your brother?”
Thus, the Holy Prophet (s) wept for joy when he saw Ja`far. It is however ironic to find
this very prayer mentioned in reference books of Sunni scholars under the title of
Salat al-Tasabih, claiming that it was the Holy Prophet’s gift to his uncle al-`Abbas ibn

`Abd al-Mu
alib. As to me, I do not believe in this claim, because there is nothing to make the - 4
Holy Prophet (s) endue his uncle al-`Abbas with such a precious thing. In addition, the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) (who knew more than any other regarding what their grandfather had
said, done, and endowed) have not confirmed such a claim, so it seems to be one of

.the fabrications against the Holy Prophet (s) by the fans of the `Abbasid rulers
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May I grant you something? May I give you something? May I endue you with
?something

!” Ja`far answered, “Of course you may Allah’s Messenger

The attendants thought that Ja`far would be given gold or silver; therefore, they
:advanced to see what this gift would be. Yet, the Holy Prophet (s) said to Ja`far

I am going to give you something that if you do everyday, it will be better for you than
the whole world and whatever is therein. If you do it once every two days, Almighty

Allah will forgive you all your sins that you may have done during those two days, and
if you do it once a week, once a month, or once a year, all your sins that you may have

:done in this period will be forgiven
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For this prayer, you offer four units of prayer beginning them with recitation (of
chapters of the Holy Qur'an). When you finish reciting (these chapters), you may

:repeat the following litany fifteen times

هِّلل� نَاحَْبسُ 

.رُبَکْاَ هُّلل�وَ  هُّلل�  َّلاإِ  هَلإِ  لاَوَ  هِّلِل  دُمْحَْل�وَ 

,All glory be to Allah, all praise be to Allah

.there is no god save Allah, and Allah is the Greatest

When you genuflect, you repeat the same litany ten times. When you raise your head
after the genuflection, repeat it ten times. When you prostrate, repeat it ten times.
When you raise your head from the first prostration, repeat it ten times. When you
perform the second prostration, repeat it ten times. When you sit after the second
prostration, you repeat it ten times. This means that you will have repeated this litany
seventy-five times a unit and three hundred times in the four units. Thus, you will
have glorified, praised, and professed Allah’s Godhead and Greatness one thousand
and two hundred times. If you like, you may offer this prayer in daylight and, if you

(like, you may offer it at night.(1

Although more than one validly reported tradition states that Surah al-Tawhid and
Surah al-Kafirun may be recited in Ja`far al-Tayyar’s prayer, another validly reported
tradition has deemed recommended reciting, after Surah al-Fatihah, Surah al-
Zalzalah (No. 99) in the first unit of this prayer, Surah al-`Adiyat (No. 100) in the second,
Surah al-Nasr (No. 110) in the third, and Surah al-Tawhid in the fourth. According to
another tradition, the following Surahs may be recited in the following sequence: al-

.Zalzalah, al-Nasr, al-Qadr, and al-Tawhid

About the reward of offering this prayer, a tradition holds that Almighty Allah will
forgive all the sins of both the

p: 151
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suppliant and those for whom he supplicates even if they are as many as the sands of
(`Alij (a sandy area in the desert).(1

Shaykh al-Kulayni has narrated that Imam Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) said to Abu-Sa`id al-
Mada'ini, “May I teach you something that you should recite in Ja`far al-Tayyar’s

:Prayer?” As the man answered in the affirmative, the Imam (‘a) said

After you say the Tasbihat in the second prostration of the fourth unit, say the
:following litany

َّزعِْل� سَِبَل  نْمَ  نَاحَْبسُ 

نَاحَْبسُ هِِب  مََّرکَتَوَ  دِجْمَْلِ�ب  فََّطعَتَ  نْمَ  نَاحَْبسُ  رَاقَوَْل�وَ 

َّلکُ یصَحْاَ  نْمَ  نَاحَْبسُ  هَُل  َّلاإِ  حُیِبسَّْتل�  یغِبَْنیَ  نْمَ لاَ 

هِرَدْقُْل� يذِ  نَاحَْبسُ  مِعَِّنل�وَ  ِّنمَْل�  يذِ  نَاحَْبسُ  هُمُْلعِ  ءٍیْشَ 

کَشِرْعَ نِْم  ِّزعِْل�  دِِقاعَمَِب  کَُلئَسْاَ  یِّنإِ  َّمهَُّللاَ  مِرَکَْل�وَ 

کَِتامَِلکَوَ مِظَعْلاَ�  کَمِسْ�وَ  کَِباتَکِ  نِْم  هِمَحَّْرل�  یهَتَْنُموَ 

دٍَّمحَُم یلَعَ  ِّلصَ  لاًَدْعَوَ  اًقدْصِ  تَّْمتَ  یِتَّل�  هَِّماَّتل� 

… هِِتْیَب لِهْاَوَ 

Glory be to Him Who has dressed Himself in majesty and dignity! Glory be

to He Who bestows favors abundantly, therefore surpasses in glory. Glory be

to Him save Whom none is worthy of being glorified! Glory be to He Whose

wisdom surrounds everything! Glory be to the Lord of bounty and boon! Glory

be to the Lord of omnipotence and nobility! O Allah, I beseech You in the

name of that which is the cause of the majesty in Your Throne, in the name of
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the utmost of mercy in Your Book, and in the name of Your Greatest Name and

,Your Accomplished Words, which have been accomplished truly and justly

…please) send blessings upon Muhammad and his Household)

p: 152
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(Then, you may mention your needs in the form of a supplication.(1

Prayers for Granting of Needs

Many traditions have presented various formulas for obtaining one’s needs from
Almighty Allah. Prayers form the greatest part of these formulas. Other formulas have

.come in the form of a prayer followed by a supplication which completes it

However, the most important and famous formula in this regard may be the prayer
for rain (known as Salat al-Istisqa') which is, just like the EId prayer, offered
congregationally in cases of drought and lack of rain. The method of offering this
prayer is that the Imam (‘a), or religious authority, leads the people to a clean area
and, with tranquility, gravity, and submission, they all praise, glorify, and thank
Almighty Allah, and then supplicate before Him earnestly, and repeat statements of
glorification (i.e. tasbih, tahlil, and takbir). The religious authority then leads the people
in a two-unit prayer along with earnest entreaties. Upon completion, he turns over his
garment by putting the right side of it on the left side and vice versa as did the Holy

.Prophet (s).(2) Other traditions have mentioned further details

Due to the significance of this prayer, jurisprudents have dedicated independent
.chapters to explaining it, just like the EId prayers
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Another formula of a prayer for granting of needs has been validly reported from
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and Imam al-Kazim (‘a) by Shaykh al-Kulayni, Shaykh al-Saduq,
and Shaykh al-Tusi. The method of this prayer is to give as alms one sa`
(approximately three kilograms) of dates, wheat, or barley to sixty poor persons each.
On the last third of the night, after performing a ceremonial bath and putting on the
least valued garment one’s dependents may have such that this garment includes an
apron, one should offer a two-unit prayer. In the first prostration of the second unit of
this prayer, one should profess Almighty Allah as the One and Only God, exalt Him,
sanctify Him, glorify Him, and then recollect one’s sins and confess those one can
remember before Him. One should then raise the head from the first prostration. In
the second prostration, one should repeat the following supplication of seeking

:sanctuary in Almighty Allah

.كَرُیجِتَسْاَ یِّنإِ  َّمهَُّللا 

.O Allah, I do seek sanctuary in You

After that, one may pray for anything one may desire, following it with the following
:supplication

ءٍیْشَ ِّلکُ  لَْبقَ  اًنِئاکَ  ایَ 

.ءٍیْشَ ِّلکُ  دَْعَب  اًنِئاکَ  ایَوَ  ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُ  نَِّوکَُم  ایَوَ 

O He, Who existed before all things! O, Author of all things! O He, Who

!shall exist after all things

.One may then ask Almighty Allah to grant his or her need

In every prostration, one may try to make the knees touch the ground and raise the
apron to the backside by putting it between the buttocks and the inner side of the

.legs

p: 154
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In addition, there are other formulas of prayers for granting needs mentioned by al-
(hurr al-`Amili, in Wasa’il al-Shi`ah, and Shaykh al-Qummi, in Mafatih al-Jinan.(1

Other Prayers for Granting Specific Needs

Special formulas of prayers have been reported for having special needs granted,
such as prayers for forgiveness of sins, prayers for relief from certain troubles,
prayers for granting victory over tyrants, prayers for strengthening of the rational
faculties, prayers for activating the memory, prayers for reprieve from feared
matters, prayers for gaining sustenance, prayers for settling debts, prayers for
repelling evil at times of travel, prayers of mothers for the healing of their sick,
prayers for anticipated misfortunes, prayers of thanks for bounties, prayers for
release from imprisonment, prayers to repel the evil of enemies, prayers for victory,

(and prayers for pregnancy.(2

Moreover, there are three formulas which have relevance with this subject though
they are not prayers for granting of needs. These are fasting and praying for warding
off the consequences of a misfortune, a two-unit prayer for thanking Almighty Allah,

and the prayer at the

p: 155
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consummation of marriage. However, these three validly reported prayers express
(Islamic etiquettes.(1

Istikharah and Its Prayer

A sort of devotional act, Istikharah (praying that Almighty Allah lead one to the best of
:many choices) may be explained as follows

When man intends to do something, such as begin a business, or go on a journey or
pilgrimage, but has more than one option and is too perplexed to choose from among

them, he is advised to pray to Almighty Allah to lead him to the best choice that
.benefits him more with regard to his spiritual or worldly affairs

:In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), through a validly reported tradition, has said

You may offer a two-unit prayer and then pray to Almighty Allah to guide you to the
best choice. By Him I take this oath: whenever a Muslim individual leaves the choice to

(Almighty Allah, He shall most certainly guide him to the best of choices.(2

:Another tradition reads

Whoever prays to Almighty Allah to choose for him with full contentment, Almighty

(Allah shall most certainly guide him towards the best.(3

In this connection, many traditions have been reported some of which carry the
:following method of Istikharah

p: 156
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You may come to the mosque at a time other than the prayer time and offer two units
of prayer. Afterwards, you may pray to Almighty Allah to guide you to the best choice,
repeating it one hundred times. Then, you may do whatever your heart leads you to

.do

According to other traditions, you may repeat the prayer for guidance to the best
(choice a hundred and one times.(1

:Mentioning the post-prayer supplication of Istikharah, another tradition states

You may then praise and thank Almighty Allah, invoke His blessings upon the Prophet
:and his Household, and say the following

نَاکَ نْإِ  َّمهَُّللا 

.یِّنعَ هُْفرِصْ�فَ  کَِلذ  رَْیغَ 

O Allah, if it is something other than that, then (please) repel it

.from me

After reciting Surah al-Fatihah, one may recite any other Surah, preferably al-Tawhid
(and al-Kafirun.(2

According to another validly reported tradition, another more detailed and more

.painstaking formula of Istikharah is presented

Zurarah has reported that he asked Imam al-Baqir (‘a), “What should I say when I
intend to seek the guidance of Almighty Allah with regard to opting for a choice I

?” should make

:The Imam (‘a) instructed

When you intend to do so, you may observe fasting on Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday. On Friday, you may offer two units of prayer in a clean place. Upon
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accomplishment, you may raise your sight towards the sky and repeat the following
:supplication one hundred times

کَُلئَسْاَ یِّنإِ  َّمهَُّللا 

تَْناَ مُیحَِّرل�  نُمحَّْرل�  هِدَاهََّشل�وَ  بِْیغَْل�  مُِلاعَ  کََّناَِب 

هِِب طَاحَاَ  امَ  یِف  اًرْیخَ  رُْملاَ�  اذَه  نَاکَ  نْإِ  بِْیغَْل�  مُِلاعَ 

نَاکَ نْإِوَ  هِیِف  یِل  حْتَْف�وَ  هِیِف  یِل  كْرِاَبوَ  یِل  هُرِّْسیَفَ  کَمُْلعِ 

امَِب یِّنعَ  فْرِصْ�فَ  کَمُْلعِ  هِِب  طَاحَاَ  امَ  یِف  اًرّشَ  یِل  کَِلذ 

رُِّدقَُا لاَوَ  رُِّدقَُتوَ  مُلَعْاَ  لاَوَ  مُلَْعتَ  کََّنإِفَ  مُلَْعتَ 

.بِوُیغُْل� مَُّلاعَ  تَْناَوَ  یضِْقاَ  لاَوَ  یضِْقتَوَ 

O Allah, I beseech You as the Knower of the unseen and the seen, the

All-beneficent, the All-merciful, if this affair is good for me according to

,what Your knowledge has encompassed, then (please) make it easy for me to do

make it blessed for me, and make it attainable for me. However, if it is evil

for me according to what Your knowledge has encompassed, then (please) ward it

off from me by a means that You know, for You best know while I do not, You

have the power to destine while I do not, and You can preordain while I

(cannot. You are the knower of the unseen.(1

Other traditions(2) hold other formulas of Istikharah, which entail that this act can be
classified as prayer, supplication, and imploration for seeking guidance from Almighty

Allah. Of course, the more appropriate the acts of supplication and attainment of
response such as almsgiving, fasting, choosing the best times to implore, the closer

.the response of Almighty Allah

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2194 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_158_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_158_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Supporting this fact, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have instructed those who
intend to purchase a riding animal or

p: 158

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 5:207, H. 11 - - 1
Such traditions can be referred to in the sections of Istikharah in al-hurr al- - - 2

.`Amili’s Wasa’il al-Shi`ah
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something lesser in consideration to seek the guidance of Almighty Allah seven times,
and those who intend to undertake greater matters should seek guidance one

(hundred times.(1

Other formulas have entailed offering a prayer and preparing a certain number of
sheets of paper in some of which the word ‘if`al (do it)’ is written while in the others
the word ‘la taf`al (do not do it)’ is written. Then, a process of pulling these sheets is
done. If the sheets on which the word ‘if`al’ come more than the others, then one

(may do the thing he has intended to do; otherwise, one may not.(2

Inferred from many such traditions, it seems advisable for everyone to pray to
Almighty Allah for guidance in every act he intends to do, especially at the time of the

.daily obligatory prayers and immediately before engagement in a particular act

Dedicated Prayers

Dedicated prayers are prayers whose rewards are dedicated to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) or
.one’s parents, brothers-in-faith, sons, and relatives

Moreover, the rewards of any righteous deed or devotional act that is done in this
worldly life may be dedicated to dead dedicatees who, consequently, will receive
rewards by the permission of Almighty Allah. Such dedicated acts include prayers,
fasting, performing hajj, almsgiving, reciting the Holy Qur'an, litanies, and any other

devotional acts. In this regard, many traditions have been reported some of which

p: 159

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 5:213, H. 1 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 5:208, H. 1 - - 2
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.hold that the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have made such dedications

Shaykh al-Qummi has recorded an authentic tradition entailing that Imam al-Sadiq
(‘a) used to offer two-unit prayers everyday and dedicate their reward to his parents.
In the first unit of these prayers, he used to recite Surah al-Fatihah and Surah al-Qadr

(. and in the second Surah al-Fatihah and Surah al-Kawthar (No. 108

It is also reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) would offer a two-unit prayer every night
.and dedicate its reward to his son, Isma`il

Just as the alive delight at receiving a gift, the dead delight at receiving the rewards of
supplications and implorations for forgiveness that are said for them. Generally, in
their graves, the dead receive the rewards of the prayers, fasting, hajj, alms,
righteous deeds, and supplications that are dedicated to them. Moreover, these

(rewards are recorded for both the dedicators and the dedicatees.(1

In the previous chapter on weekly devotional acts, we referred to a formula of a
(prayer dedicated to the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a).(2

The Burial Night Prayer

One type of dedicated prayer, the prayer done on a person’s burial night, is familiarly

known and practiced by the individuals of the virtuous community. This prayer, which
is offered on the first night a dead person spends in the grave, is composed of two

units and its reward is dedicated

p: 160

.Shaykh al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan; Appendix: al-Baqiyat al-Salihat, pp. 214-215 - - 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 5:284 - - 2
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to the deceased by his brothers-in-faith and relatives. Two formulas of the burial
:night prayer have been mentioned

The first formula is to offer two units of prayer in the first unit of which Surah al-
Fatihah and Ayat al-Kursi are recited while in the second Surah al-Fatihah is recited
once and Surah al-Qadr repeated ten times. Upon completion, the reward of this

:prayer is dedicated to the dead in the following formula of supplication

دٍَّمحَُم یلَعَ  ِّلصَ  َّمهَُّللا 

… رِْبقَ یلإِ  اهََباوََث  ثْعَْب�وَ  دٍَّمحَُم  لِآوَ 

O Allah, (please) send blessings upon Muhammad and the Household of

(Muhammad and send the reward of this prayer to the grave of so-and-so.(1

The second formula is to offer a two-unit prayer in the first unit of which Surah al-
Fatihah is recited once and Surah al-Tawhid repeated twice while in the second unit
Surah al-Fatihah is recited once and Surah al-Takathur (No. 102) repeated ten times.
Then, the aforementioned supplication dedicating the reward of the prayer to the

(dead is recited.(2

In his book entitled Jamal al-Usbu`, Sayyid Ibn Tawus has mentioned a great reward
for those who dedicate the rewards of their prayers to the Holy Prophet (s) and the
other Holy Infallibles (‘a). However, these prayers are offered with a special formula

(including certain litanies to be said while genuflecting and prostrating.(3

p: 161

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 5:285, H. 2 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 5:285, H. 3 - - 2

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 5:285, H. 4 - - 3
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Prayers for the Parents

Regarded as another sort of prayers of dedication, the prayer for parents is to be
offered by persons who dedicate the reward to their parents. According to Shaykh al-
Qummi, this prayer consists of two units, in the first unit of which Surah al-Fatihah is

:recited once and the following holy verse is repeated ten times

O

our Lord, forgive me and my parents and the believers on the day when the

(reckoning shall come to pass. (14:41

بُاسَحِْلا مُوقُیَ  مَوْیَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِلوَ  َّيدَِلاوَِلوَ  یِل  رْفِغْا  انََّبرَ 

In the second unit, Surah al-Fatihah is recited once and the following holy verse is
:repeated ten times

ارًابَتَ اَّلإِ  نَیمِِلاَّظلا  دِزِتَ  اَلوَ  تِانَِمؤْمُْلاوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِلوَ  انًِمؤُْم  یَِتْیَب  لَخَدَ  نْمَِلوَ  َّيدَِلاوَِلوَ  یِل  رْفِغْا  ِّبرَ 

O My Lord, forgive me and my parents and him who enters my house

believing, and the believing men and the believing women; and do not increase

(the unjust in aught but destruction. (71:28

:Upon accomplishment, the following holy verse is repeated ten times

ارًیغِصَ یِنایََّبرَ  امَکَ  امَهُمْحَرْا  ِّبرَ  لُْقوَ  هِمَحَّْرلا  نَِم  ِّلُّذلا  حَانَجَ  امَهَُل  ضْفِخْاوَ 

O my Lord, have compassion on them, as they brought me up when I was

(little. (17:24)(1

p: 162

.Shaykh `Abbas al-Qummi, Mafatih al-Jinan, pp. 216 - - 1
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Fasting

Point

One of the most significant devotional acts, fasting (sawm) has been ordained in the
:Holy Qur'an. On one occasion, it reads

مْکُِلْبقَ نِْم  نَیذَِّلا  یلَعَ  بَِتکُ  امَکَ  مُایَِّصلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  بَِتکُ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O you who believe, fasting is prescribed for you, as it was prescribed

(for those before you. (2:183

This holy verse entails that fasting, as a devotional act, has a historical root that
.began with the Divine missions

:Another holy verse states

هِالََّصلاوَ رِْبَّصلاِب  اوُنیعِتَسْاوَ 

(Seek assistance through patience and prayer. (2:45

Exegetes of the Holy Qur'an have interpreted patience to be fasting. However, fasting
can be obligatory, recommended, and sometimes forbidden. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have
paid exceptional attention to this devotional act whose details are reported from

.them through hundreds of traditions

Obligatory Fasting

Point

Obligatory fasting is observed during the month of Ramazan, and it is also the most

.favorable sort of fasting

Fasting for two consecutive months is obligatory as a kaffarah (reparation; expiation
from a violation of a religious duty) upon those who commit a murder while a three-
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.day fasting is obligatory as a kaffarah for those who break their oaths

As for the performers of the ritual hajj pilgrimage who cannot find any animal to offer
as a sacrifice, it is

p: 163
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obligatory upon them to fast for ten days: three during hajj and seven when they
.return home

Other forms of obligatory fasting are the fasting of those who vow or pledge to
.observe fasting and those who fast on behalf of dead people

Some jurisprudents deem it obligatory upon those who sleep until the next morning

without performing the obligatory early night prayer to observe fasting the following
.day

It is obligatory upon a mu`takif (one who practices i`tikaf; confinement to a holy
place for practicing devotional acts) who has spent two days of i`tikaf to observe
fasting on the third day because he is required to complete the duration of i`tikaf,

.which is three days

The details of the laws of obligatory fasting are cited in books on practical laws of
Islam; it is therefore necessary to refer to these books to acquaint oneself with these

.details

Forbidden Fasting

Fasting is forbidden on the two EId days (i.e. EId al-Fitr, the first of Shawwal, and EId
al-Azha, the tenth of Dhu’l-hijjah), on the Tashriq Days (the 11th, 12th, and 13th of
Dhu’l-hijjah), and on `Ashura' (the tenth of Muharram) as a day of blessings and
delight. It is also forbidden to fast for two continuous days (without breaking the fast

(. at the end of the first day and with one intention of fasting for both the days

Recommended Fasting

There are special occasions on which fasting is highly recommended because it is
connected to certain

p: 164
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characteristics that necessitate it. These occasions can be summed up in the following
:points

Traditions hold that fasting during the summertime is more preferable and more . 1
rewardable. Some of these traditions have expressed that fasting in the hot weather

(is a sort of jihad or even the best sort of jihad.(1

Youths who cannot afford the requirements of marriage are recommended to fast . 2
because it would then hinder and restrain their sexual desires. In this connection, the

:Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

هَابَْلا مُکُْنِم  عَاطَتَسْإ  نِمَ 

مَوَّْصلا َّنإِفَ  مْصُیَْلفَ ; عْطِتَسْیَ  مَْل  نْمَوَ  جَّْوزَتَیَْلفَ ،

.هُؤُاجَوِ

,Whoever can afford marriage expenses should marry, but whoever cannot

.should observe fasting because fasting is a restraint for him

:He (s) is also reported to have said to `Uthman ibn Maz`un who suggested castration

ءَاصَِتخْإ َّنإِفَ  لْعَْفتَ  لاَ 

.مُایَِّصلا یِتَّمأُ 

.Do not do it. The castration of my people is fasting

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مْصُ هِِنْبلإِ : نُامَْقُل  لَاقَ 

نَِم کَعُنَمْیَ  اًمایَصِ  مْصُتَ  لاَوَ  کَتَوَهْشَ ، عُطَْقیَ  اًموْصَ 

.مِوَّْصلا نَِم  یَلاعَتَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  ُّبحَأَ  هَلاََّصلا  َّنإِفَ  هِلاََّصلا ،

Luqman, the wise, said to his son: Observe fasting such that it cuts
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off your sexual desire, but do not observe fasting such that it prevents you

from offering prayers, for prayers are preferred by Almighty Allah to

(fasting.(2

p: 165

.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 9:381, H. 16, 17 et al - - 1
.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 9:386-387, H. 6, 4, 7 - - 2
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Some validly reported traditions have laid emphasis on fasting on Wednesdays for . 3
the reason that Hellfire, or divine chastisement, falls on such a day; therefore, to fast
on Wednesdays protects against Hellfire. However, it is not improbable that
Wednesdays that fall in the middle of the months are the only ones intended, as is

(indicated by some of these traditions.(1

Some other traditions hold the recommendation of fasting on Fridays, provided that . 4
fasting on the Wednesdays and/or Thursdays that precede these Fridays is also
observed. It is also probable that these traditions only intend to declare the legality of
fasting on such days and deny that fasting on Fridays is forbidden because they are
feast days.(2) This could also mean to declare that such discommendation, if found, is
cancelled out when fasting on Fridays becomes a continuation of a two or three day

(. fast (beginning with Wednesday or Thursday

Other traditions recommend fasting during misfortunes, tribulations, catastrophes, . 5
hardships, adversities, and natural disasters like earthquakes. On such occasions, it is
highly advised to fast on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. On the last day, it is
likewise advisable to pray to Almighty Allah for rescue from such catastrophes. In
addition, it is clear that when almsgiving is attached to fasting, the result will be

(removal of tribulations.(3

Fasting during confinement in mosques (i`tikaf) is highly recommended. I`tikaf is a . 6
devotional practice that is

p: 166

.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 9:413, H. 3 - - 1
This implication can be understood from the tradition mentioned by Shaykh al- - - 2
Tusi in Tahdhib al-Ahkam and quoted by Sayyid al-Borujerdi in Jami` Ahadiih al-

.Shi`ah 9:414, H. 2
.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 9:482, S. 21 - - 3
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attached to fasting under a vow of spending three days and two nights (that come in-
between these days) at least in a mosque. During this period of confinement,
abstaining from some legal pleasures is practiced, such as sexual pleasures and using
perfumes, as well as other matters the details of which are mentioned in the books on

.practical laws of Islam

The best time for practicing i`tikaf is the month of Ramazan and specifically the last
ten days of the month. It is also preferable to practice it in famous mosques, such as
the Sacred Mosque of Makkah, the Prophet’s Mosque in Madinah, the Great Mosque
of Kufah, the Great Mosque of Basrah, or the great mosques of one’s hometown.

.Further details can be found in books on jurisprudence

Finally, let us conclude this part by mentioning a number of points with regard to
:recommended fasting

First: It is better to conceal fasting and avoid showing it. Shaykh al-Kulayni has
:reported through a famous chain of authority that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

اللهُا لَاقَ  هُمَوْصَ  مَتَکَ  نْمَ 

.هُورُیجِأَفَ یِباذَعَ  نِْم  رَاجَتَسْإ  يدِْبعَ  هِِتکَِئلاَمَِل : َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ 

، نَیمِِئاَّصلِل ءِاعَُّدلاِب  هُتَکَِئلاَمَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  لََّکوَوَ 

.هِیِف مْهَُل  بَاجَتَسْإ  َّلاإِ  دٍحَلأَِ  ءِاعَُّدلاِب  مْهُرُْمأْیَ  مَْلوَ 

About one who conceals his fasting, Almighty Allah will order His

;angels, saying, “My servant has sought My protection against My chastisement

therefore, grant him protection.” He, the Almighty and Majestic, will also

,commission His angels to pray to Him for the one fasting. Unquestionably

(these prayers will be responded to by Him.(1

p: 167
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Second: When a faithful believer who is fasting is invited to a meal by one of his
brothers-in-faith to whom he is paying a visit, it is highly recommended that he share
that meal with his host, winning the highest reward of fasting. According to other
traditions, it is advisable for one who is fasting not to tell his brother-in-faith that he is
fasting; lest, the latter might feel that he has done him a favor by serving him with

(food to break his fast.(1

Third: According to a set of traditions, the voluntary fasting of wives is not admissible

unless they obtain the permission of their husbands. According to other traditions,
even the voluntary fasting of sons and guests is not advisable without the permission

of their fathers or hosts.(2) Such laws embrace certain social, moral, and

.organizational significance

p: 168
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Supplication

Point

In its capacity as one of the most preferred devotional acts, supplication (du`a') has
been emphatically encouraged by the Holy Qur'an on more than one occasion, such

:as in the following verses

نَودُشُرْیَ مْهَُّلعََل  یِب  اوُنِمؤُْیْلوَ  یِل  اوُبیجِتَسْیَْلفَ  نِاعَدَ  اذَإِ  عِاَّدلا  هَوَعْدَ  بُیجِأُ  بٌیرِقَ  یِّنإِفَ  یِّنعَ  يدِابَعِ  کََلأَسَ  اذَإِوَ 

When My servants ask you concerning Me, then surely I am very near. I

answer the prayer of the suppliant when he calls upon Me. So, they should

(answer My call and believe in Me that they may walk in the right way. (2:186

نَیدِتَْعمُْلا ُّبحُِی  اَل  هَُّنإِ  هًیَْفخُوَ  اعًُّرضَتَ  مْکَُّبرَ  اوعُدْا 

Supplicate your Lord humbly and secretly. Surely, He does not love

(those who exceed the limits. (7:55

امًازَِل نُوکُیَ  فَوْسَفَ  مُْتْبَّذکَ  دْقَفَ  مْکُؤُاعَدُ  اَلوَْل  یِّبرَ  مْکُِب  أُبَْعیَ  امَ  لُْق 

,Say: My Lord would not care for you were it not for your supplication

but you have indeed rejected the truth; so, that which shall cleave shall

(come. (25:77

نَیرِخِادَ مََّنهَجَ  نَوُلخُدْیَسَ  یِتدَابَعِ  نْعَ  نَورُِبکْتَسْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  مْکَُل  بْجِتَسْأَ  یِنوعُدْا  مُکُُّبرَ  لَاقَوَ 

Your Lord says: Call upon Me, I will answer you. Surely, those who are

(too proud for My service shall soon enter hell abased. (40:60

Moreover, the Holy Qur'an has quoted supplications from a number of prophets and
righteous people who had to encounter critical situations. Due to their supplications,
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.Almighty Allah saved them

Supplication in its origin is a religious duty and true believers are required to pray to
Almighty Allah and supplicate to Him generally, as is indicated and confirmed

p: 169
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.by the abovementioned Qur'anic verses and many traditions

In his book of al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of
?” authority that Sadir asked Imam al-Baqir (‘a), “Which devotional act is the best

:The Imam (‘a) answered

دَْنعِ لُضَْفأَ  ءٍیْشَ  نِْم  امَ 

امَوَ هُدَْنعِ  اَّمِم  بَلَطُْیوَ  لَأَسُْی  نْأَ  نِْم  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا 

نْعَ رُِبکْتَسْیَ  نَّْمِم  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  ضُغَْبأَ  دٌحَأَ 

.هُدَْنعِ امَ  لُأَسْیَ  لاَوَ  هِِتدَابَعِ 

In the sight of Almighty Allah, nothing is better than asking Him and

imploring Him for what He has in possession. No one is more hateful in the

sight of Him than one who is too arrogant to serve Him and to implore Him for

(what He has in possession.(1

According to another validly reported tradition that is quoted by Shaykh al-Kulayni on
:the authority of hammad ibn `Isa, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

عُدْأُ

.هُدَابَعِْلا وَهُ  ءَاعَُّدلا  َّنإِفَ  رِْملأَا ; نَِم  غَرِفَ  دْقَ  لْقُتَ  لاَوَ 

نَیرِخِادَ مََّنهَجَ  نَوُلخُدْیَسَ  یِتدَابَعِ  نْعَ  نَورُِبکْتَسْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  لُوقُیَ : َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

Always pray to (Almighty Allah) and do not consider the matter to have

,ended, because supplication is surely worship. Almighty Allah says, “Surely

(those who are too proud for My service shall soon enter hell abased. (40:60)”(2

According to another validly reported tradition, Maysir ibn `Abd al-`Aziz has reported
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:that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him
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رَْملأَا َّنإِ  لْقُتَ  لاَوَ  عُدْأُ 

لُانَُت هًَلزِْنمَ لاَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  دَْنعِ  َّنإِ  .هُْنِم  غَرُِف  دْقَ 

مَْل لْأَسْیَ  مَْلوَ  هُافَ  َّدسَ  اًدْبعَ  َّنأَ  وَْلوَ  هٍَلأَسْمَِب ، َّلاإِ 

َّلاإِ عُرَْقُی  بٍاَب  نِْم  سَْیَل  هَُّنإِ  .طَْعُت  لْسَفَ  اًئْیشَ ، طَْعُی 

.هِِبحِاصَِل حَتَْفُی  نْأَ  کُشَوُی 

Always pray to (Almighty Allah) and do not consider the matter to have

come to an end. There is a rank with Almighty Allah that cannot be attained

except by imploring to Him. If a servant shuts his mouth and does not pray

for anything, he will not be given anything. Therefore, always pray so that

you will be given. Verily, a door that is always knocked will sooner or later

(be opened for the knocker.(1

:Other traditions have defined supplication as

,The key to all mercies - 

,The attainment of all requests - 

,The armor of faithful believers - 

,The essence of worship - 

(The less the supplication, the more the tribulations,(2 - 

,The weapon of faithful believers - 

,The pillar of religion - 

The defender against evil of enemies and tribulations before, when, and even after - 
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(they befall,(3

(The remedy of all maladies.(4 - 
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Motives for Responding to Supplications

The following etiquettes that must be followed when supplicating can be grounds for
:having the prayers responded to

A suppliant, upon supplicating, should raise the hands, turn them over, move them in - 
a way indicating submission, deference, and humility,(1) and pass them, upon

.completion, over the face, the head, and the chest

.A suppliant should be attentive and sincerely beseeching - 

(A suppliant should have full trust and hope in Almighty Allah.(2 - 

A suppliant should pave the way to beseech for his/her personal requests by words - 
.of praise, thanks, and glorification of Almighty Allah

A suppliant should invoke blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household to - 
supplicate for personal requests. In fact, a supplication is enshrouded until the
suppliant invokes Almighty Allah’s blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his

(Household.(3

Just like beginning any supplication by invoking blessings upon the Holy Prophet and - 
his Household, it is highly advisable to conclude the supplication with the same

:invocation. In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said
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اللهِا یَلإِ  هَُل  تَْناکَ  نْمَ 

مَُث دٍَّمحَُم  لِآوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  یلَعَ  هِلاََّصلاِب  ْأدَْبیَْلفَ  هٌجَاحَ 

لِآوَ دٍَّمحَُم  یلَعَ  هِلاََّصلاِب  مِْتخْیَ  َّمُث  هُتَجَاحَ  لْأَسْیَ 

لَبَْقیَ نْأَ  نِْم  مُرَکْأَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِفَ  دٍَّمحَُم ،

دٍَّمحَُم یلَعَ  هُلاََّصلا  تَِناکَ  ذْإِ  طَسَوَْلا  عَدَیَ  َّمُث  نِْیفَرََّطلا 

.هُْنعَ بُجَحُْت  هِِلآوَ لاَ 

Whoever wishes a request to be granted by Almighty Allah, should begin

his supplication by invoking blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his

Household and conclude it with the same invocation, because Almighty Allah is

too generous to respond to the two ends of a supplication and reject the

center. He never rejects any invocations of His blessings upon the Holy

(Prophet and his Household.(1

A suppliant should weep or try to weep and shed some tears, be they as small as a - 
(fly’s head.(2

(A suppliant should acknowledge and confess his/her sins and implore forgiveness.(3 - 

A suppliant should beseech Almighty Allah in the name of the Holy Prophet and his
Household (s), by making

(them the intercessors for having his/her supplication responded.(4 - 

A suppliant should call upon Almighty Allah by repeating such expressions like the - 
:following words ten times at least before submitting the request

ایَ ِّبرَ  ایَ  هُلَلا  ایَ 
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.نَیمِحِاَّرل� مَحَرْاَ  ایَ  مُیحِرَ  ایَ  نُمحْرَ  ایَ  هُادَِّیسَ 

O Allah! O my Sustainer! O my Lord! O All-beneficent! O All-merciful! O

!Most Merciful of all those who show mercy
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It is reported that whenever a faithful believer utters such expressions before
mentioning his/her request, Almighty Allah will answer him/her, saying, “I am here to

(respond to you, My servant, pose your request.”(1

.A suppliant should mention his/her requests by name and in detail - 

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

یَلاعَتَوَ كَرَابَتَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

نْأَ ُّبحُِی  هَُّنکَِلوَ  هُاعَدَ ، اذَإِ  دُْبعَْلا  دُیرُِی  امَ  مُلَْعیَ 

.کَتَجَاحَ ِّمسَفَ  تَوْعَدَ  اذَإِفَ  جُِئاوَحَْلا ، هِْیَلإِ  َّثبَُت 

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, does know what His servant wants from

,Him; yet, He likes requests to be submitted verbally before Him. Therefore

(when you supplicate Him, mention your requests by name.(2

A suppliant should be insistent in supplication and repeat it frequently. A tradition - 
(holds that Almighty Allah likes the insistence of those who entreat Him persistently.(3

A suppliant should pray to Almighty Allah confidentially when beseeching Him for - 
private affairs. A tradition states that a confidential supplication is equal to seventy

(public ones.(4

:While supplicating, a suppliant should surrender to Almighty Allah’s will by saying - 
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لَوْحَ لاَوَ  هَُّلل�  ءَاشَ  امَ 

.هَِّللِ�ب َّلاإِ  هََّوُق  لاَوَ 

Only that which Allah wills shall come to pass. There is neither might

.nor power save with Allah

It is reported that when one adds these two phrases to one’s supplication, Almighty

Allah will say, “This servant of Mine has yielded and surrendered to My decree.
(Therefore, (O angels) grant him his request.”(1

A suppliant should declare repentance, show piety, and abstain from violating the - 
prohibitions of Almighty Allah. In this connection, it is reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)

:has said

هَُل بَاجَتَسُْی  نْأَ  هَُّرسَ  نْمَ 

هَمَْقُّللا عُفَرْیَ  لَجَُّرلا  َّنإِفَ  هُبَسَکْمَ ، بْطُِیْلفَ  هُُتوَعْدَ 

.اًموْیَ نَیعَِبرْأَ  هُوَعْدَ  هَُل  بُاجَتَسُْی  امَفَ  هِیِف  یَلإِ 

Whoever wishes to have his supplication responded to should seek legal

earnings only, for a single illegally-earned morsel that is raised to his mouth

(prevents response to his supplication for forty days.(2

For supplicating to Almighty Allah, it is advisable that four or forty persons gather - 
and supplicate congregationally. When such a group gathers to supplicate collectively

(for an affair, response will be more attainable.(3
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Whenever a matter distressed him, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) used to bring together all his
(women and children. As he supplicated, they would say ‘Amen (so be it)’.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نُِّمؤَمُْلاوَ یعِاَّدلا 

.نِاکَیرِشَ

The suppliant and the reciters of ‘Amen’ are partners (in the

(supplication and reward).(2

A suppliant is required to include as many persons as possible in his/her supplication - 
and avoid supplicating for himself/herself exclusively. This is based on the following

(: tradition that is reported from the Holy Prophet (s

َّمعُِیْلفَ مْکُدُحَأَ  اعَدَ  اذَإِ 

.ءِاعَُّدلِل بُجَوْأَ  هَُّنإِفَ 

,Whenever one of you supplicates, let him make his supplication general

(because this makes the response more attainable.(3

Other traditions have urged the supplicants to add the following prayer to their
:supplications, because this brings about a great reward

رْفِغْ� َّمهَُّللاَ 

.تِامَِلسْمُْل�وَ نَیمِِلسْمُْل�وَ  تِانَِمؤْمُْل�وَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلِل 

O Allah, (please) forgive the believing men and women and the Muslim

(men and women.(4

A suppliant should not exceed the limits in supplication and should not supplicate for - 
.things that are improper, unwarranted or aberrant
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:In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said
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اًموُلظْمَ نُوکُیَ  دَْبعَْلا  َّنإِ 

.اًمِلاظَ نَوکُیَ  یَّتحَ  وعُدْیَ  لُازَیَ  لاَفَ 

A wronged servant (of Allah) may keep on imprecating evil on the

(wronging party so excessively that he himself turns into a wrongdoer.(1

Before supplicating, a supplicant is required to give back all things that he has seized - 
illegally from others and to please all those whom he has wronged. In this regard, a

:tradition holds that Almighty Allah says

بُیجِأُ لاَ  یِللاَجَوَ ، یِتَّزعِوَ 

کَْلِت لُْثِم  هُدَْنعِ  دٍحَلأَِوَ  هٍمَلَظْمَ  یِف  یِناعَدَ  مٍوُلظْمَ  هَوَعْدَ 

.هِمَلَظْمَْلا

By My Almightiness and Majesty I take this oath: I will never respond

to the supplication of a wronged person with regard to the issue in which he

(has been wronged as long as he has wronged others in the same way.(2

A suppliant should be ceremonially pure and should have performed the ritual - 
.ablution (wuzu') before supplicating

.A suppliant should face the kiblah direction while supplicating - 

.A suppliant should give alms before supplicating - 

A suppliant should have already supplicated Almighty Allah before the befalling of an - 
.ordeal

A faithful believer should ask his brothers-in-faith to supplicate for him, since the - 
:Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said
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هٍَباجَإِ عَرَسْأَ  ءٌیْشَ  سَْیَل 

.بٍِئاغَِل بٍِئاغَ  هِوَعْدَ  نِْم 

Nothing is swifter in response than the supplication of an absent

(person to another absent one.(1

It is also reported that Almighty Allah never rejects the supplication of a faithful
believer for his brother-in-faith who does not know about it; rather, He, the Almighty,

(responds and decrees the same thing for the supplicant.(2

Before mentioning one’s personal needs, a suppliant should supplicate for forty
faithful believers. This is another sort of generalization in supplication, yet in a special

(method.(3

More Motives

Point

In addition to the aforementioned factors, there are more reasons that contribute to
.response of supplications related to the time, place, and condition of the suppliant

The Best Times for Supplicating

:As for the best time of supplicating,(4) these times are as follows

Thursday Nights and Fridays, especially the last hour of Fridays - 

The last third of the night - 

The month of Ramazan - 

The three Nights of Qadr, especially the eve of the twenty-third of Ramazan - 
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The night and day of `Arafat. Here, supplication is preferred to fasting. In fact, it is - 
recommended to fast on this day only when such fasting will not detract from

.supplicating

(The night and day of the Divine Mission (i.e. 27th of Rajab - 

The nights and days of the two EIds - 

The first night of Rajab - 

The fifteenth night and day of Rajab - 

The first night of Sha`ban - 

The Holy Prophet’s birthday - 

Midday - 

The time between dawn and sunrise - 

Sunset - 

The blowing of the wind - 

The vanishing of shadows - 

Rainfall - 

The first shedding of the blood of a slain faithful believer in war - 

Best Situations for Supplicating

Recitation of the Holy Qur'an - 

(Recitation of the call to prayer (i.e. adhan - 
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(The meeting of two hosts for the purpose of winning martyrdom(1 - 

Prayer of the wronged, because, in the expression of a tradition, “nothing can screen - 
(it from advancing directly towards the Divine Throne”(2

(Shuddering (having a convulsive tremor of the body - 

(Inclination toward shedding tears (caused by a sad or moving feeling - 

When the sun is at its zenith, or starting to decline - 

At this very time, the doors to the heavens are opened, the help of the angels is - 
(expected, and the response of the Almighty Lord is awaited.(3

Upon completion of prayers - 

The time between two obligatory prayers - 

(The time of breaking a fast(4 - 

Places of Supplicating

:As for the best places of supplicating, the following can be mentioned

The Sacred Mosque of Makkah - 

.The holy places where the rituals of hajj are performed - 

The Fount of Mercy (mizab al-rahmah) above hijr Isma`il (a fence near the Holy - 
(. Ka`bah
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(The Station of Prophet Abraham (‘a) (maqam Ibrahim - 

(The Black Stone (al-hajar al-aswad - 

The area between the Station of Abraham (‘a) and the gate of the Holy Ka`bah - 

Inside the Holy Ka`bah - 

The Zamzam Spring - 

On al-Safa - 

On al-Marwah - 

(The Holy Monument (al-mash`ar al-haram - 

The three statues known as al-jamarat - 

(The first glance of the Holy Ka`bah(1 - 

The Holy Prophet’s tomb - 

The Holy Prophet’s Mosque, especially the area between his tomb and minbar - 

(The holy shrine of Imam husayn (‘a - 

The holy mosques, like the Kufah Mosque - 

Conditions of Supplicating

:Supplications are responded under the following conditions

The supplications of the observers of fasting - 

The supplications of the ailing and the performers of hajj and `Umrah - 
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The supplications of three persons meeting at the home of one of their brothers-in- - 
faith who is not expected to betray them

The imprecations of the wronged persons upon those who have wronged them and - 
those who have had a hand in such wrongdoings

:In this connection, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

اوقَُّتإِ لُوقُیَ : یِبأَ  نَاکَ 

یَلإِ دُعَصْتَ  مِوُلظْمَْلا  هَوَعْدَ  َّنإِفَ  مِوُلظْمَْلا  هَوَعْدَ 

.ءِامََّسلا

My father used to say: Avoid the imprecation of the wronged, because it

(directly ascends to the heavens.(1

The prayers of a poor believer for his brother-in-faith who helps him, and his - 
imprecations (of evil) upon his brother-in-faith who rejects to help him although he

can easily do it, are responded to

The prayers of a sick person for those who visit him - 

The prayers of the beggars for those who give them - 

The prayers of travelers - 

The prayers of fathers for their pious sons and their imprecations upon their - 
disobedient sons

The prayers of just leaders - 

(The prayers for neighbors(2 - 
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When Supplications are Rejected

According to the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), supplications that are in violation of
the rules and principles, as well as the natural and legal means that Almighty Allah has
put at the disposal of man to help him manage all his affairs, are always rejected. In
plainer words, when man has sufficient capability of managing an affair that Almighty

Allah wants him to do, but he, instead, stands still and depends upon supplicating to
.Him for managing such affairs, then Almighty Allah will never respond to him

Traditions have mentioned some samples of such persons whose supplications are
:never responded

Those who are capable of seeking earnings—a duty commanded by Almighty Allah ( 1)
.—but they instead sit in their houses and supplicate to Him to give them sustenance

Those who can divorce wives who are committing iniquity but instead keep them ( 2)
.and imprecate them

The creditors who are too lenient towards documenting the loans they give to ( 3)
others by means of having witnesses or any other means, but when the debtors deny

.such loans, they imprecate them

Those who imprecate (evil or curse) neighbors that annoy them while they can ( 4)
.move to other places

Those who profligately waste the fortunes that Almighty Allah has given to them ( 5)
.and then supplicate to Him to give them sustenance

Those who commit acts of disobedience to Almighty Allah by usurping the rights of ( 6)
others while they are capable of avoiding such illegal acts, and who later do not

.repent and submit to Almighty Allah
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(The supplications and imprecations of such classes of people are never responded.(1

From the above we can understand that whenever the individuals of a community

desire to change their conditions, they must first of all change what is in their inner
:selves. To this general rule, the Holy Qur’an has referred, saying

مْهِسِفُْنأَِب امَ  اورُِّیغَُی  یَّتحَ  مٍوْقَِب  امَ  رُِّیغَُی  اَل  هََّللا  َّنإِ 

Surely, Allah does not change the condition of a people until they

(change their own condition. (13:11

Of course, such changes cannot come by means of supplication; rather, practical
steps bring about the change. Only then can the supplication be effective in removing

.the obstacles and preparing for the out-of-reach causes

Special Directions

Point

In addition to the previous instructions, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) taught the individuals of
the virtuous community special manners of supplicating. They, therefore, taught them
how to supplicate and what to say in their supplications. Although the traditions that
demonstrate such manners are too many, we will restrict the discussion of this topic

:to the following points

Imprecation of Punishment on the Enemies

Just like the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), the individuals of the virtuous
community used to suffer from great numbers of enemies and ill-wishers. In their
capacity as the true faithful believers, their one and only weapon was seeking

.Almighty Allah’s help against these enemies
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Some traditions have reported some occasions on which the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and their
followers used to resort to supplication in order to save themselves from their

.opponents. Let us now refer to a few samples of such events

Quoted from the book known as Rijal al-Kashshi, Al-Masma`i has reported that when
Dawud ibn `Ali, one of the tyrants of the `Abbasid dynasty, arrested al-Mu`alla ibn
Khunays, one of the intimate companions of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), and intended to kill
him, al-Mu`alla asked him to allow him to meet the people, claiming that he had many

debts and much money to declare openly before the people. Hence, when al-Mu`alla
was allowed to meet the people in the marketplace, he declared, “O people, I am al-
Mu`alla ibn Khunays! Some of you may know me. I want you to witness that whatever
estate, money, debt, slave, or house, be it little or much, is now gifted to Ja`far ibn

.” Muhammad

Upon hearing this declaration, the police chief officer became angry and killed al-
Mu`alla. Once he was informed about this event, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), followed by his
son Isma`il, angry and hastening, left his house and came to Dawud, “You have killed

(. my follower and seized my money!” said the Imam (‘a

.” No,” answered Dawud, “I have neither killed your follower nor seized your money“

By Allah I swear it,” said the Imam (‘a), “I will imprecate Almighty Allah’s punishment“
.” upon the one who killed my follower and seized my money

.” I did not kill him,” said Dawud, “it was my police chief officer who did it“

(. Was it under your permission or not?” asked the Imam (‘a“

.” No,” answered Dawud, “it was not under my permission“
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The Imam (‘a) turned his face towards his son, Isma`il, and ordered him to deal with
.that police chief officer

Immediately, Isma`il, unsheathing his sword, headed for the office of that chief
…officer and killed him there

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) spent that whole night in worship, standing up and prostrating. At
:the last hour of that night, he said this imprecation in his prostration

کَُلأَسْأَ یِّنإِ  َّمهَُّللا 

یِتَّلا کَِتَّزعِِبوَ  دِیدَِّشلا  کَِلاحَمَِبوَ  هَِّیوِقَْلا  کَِتَّوقُِب 

نْأَوَ دٍَّمحَُم  لِآوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  یلَعَ  یَِّلصَُت  نْأَ  لٌْیذَ  اهََل  کَقُْلخَ 

.هَعَاَّسلا هُذَخُأْتَ 

O Allah, I do beseech You in the name of Your powerful power, Your

,mighty prowess, and Your Almightiness to which all Your creatures are docile

please) send blessings upon Muhammad and the Household of Muhammad and)
grasp

.him (i.e. Dawud) at this very hour

(No sooner did the Imam (‘a) finish his prayer than Dawud died.(1

:Sahl ibn Ziyad is reported to have quoted Ishaq ibn `Ammar as narrating

I complained to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about one of my neighbors who used to annoy me.
The Imam (‘a) asked me to imprecate him. As I did, nothing changed. I then returned
to the Imam (‘a) and complained that my imprecation had done nothing to that man.
“How did you imprecate upon him?” asked the Imam (‘a). “Whenever I met him, I
would do so,” I answered. “No,” the Imam (‘a) taught, “You must imprecate him when

he leaves and when
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(he turns his back.” Soon after that, Almighty Allah spared him the trouble.(1

:Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has reported Yunus ibn `Ammar as saying

I, once, complained to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about a neighbor from the tribe of Quraysh
and the clan of Muhriz who used to defame me by name. Whenever I passed by him,

.” he would cry out, “This Rafizi is carrying funds to Ja`far ibn Muhammad

The Imam (‘a) taught me to imprecate him, saying, “In the last prostration of the first
two units of the Night Prayer, imprecate Almighty Allah’s punishment on this man. You
may begin your imprecation with statements of praising and glorifying Almighty Allah
after which you may say the following: O Allah, so-and-so (mention his name and his
father’s) is defaming, offending, enraging, and exposing me to repulsive things. O
Allah, (please) hit him with a swift dart, causing him to be distracted from me. O Allah,
(please) hasten his death time, cut off his existence, and make this to happen

.” immediately at this very hour, O Lord

When we returned to Kufah, I asked my family members about the man, and I was
told that he was suffering an ailment. Forthwith, we heard lamentations coming from

(his house declaring his death.(2
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(Invoking Allah’s Curse upon a Lying Party (Mubahalah

In situations of argument, disputation, and failure of methods of logic and excellent
preaching to guide to the right path, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) taught their partisans to
resort to the reciprocal invocation of Allah’s curse upon the wrong party—a method

inspired from the teaching of the Holy Qur'an with regard to the disputation between
.the Holy Prophet (s) and the Christians of Najran

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported that Abu-Masruq said to Imam al-Sadiq
(‘a), “Whenever we debate with people (regarding the question of which sect
represents the genuine line of Islam), we provide as evidence texts of the Holy
Qur'an, but they distort their meanings. When we provide this holy verse, ‘O you who
believe, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority from among you.
(4:59),’ they claim that this verse was revealed to express obedience to the
commanders of detachments. When we provide as evidence this holy verse, ‘Only
Allah is your Leader and His Messenger and those who believe, those who keep up
prayers and pay the poor-rate while they bow. (5:55),’ they claim that this verse was
revealed to express the leadership of the believers. When we provide this holy verse,
‘Say: I do not ask of you any reward for it but love for my near relatives. (42:23),’ they

.” claim that it was revealed to express love for the relatives of Muslims, etc

.” The Imam (‘a), upon hearing this, said, “If it is so, then invite them to mubahalah

.How is that?” Abu-Masruq asked“

The Imam (‘a) taught, “You may reform yourself for three days (i.e. prepare yourself
(, for this challenge and avoid committing any acts of disobedience to Almighty Allah
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observe fasting, and bathe yourself ritually. The other party and you may then meet

in the desert. When you are there, interlace the fingers of your right hands with his
fingers, and treat him fairly by beginning with yourself in this invocation of curse upon
the lying party. You may say the following formula of invocation: ‘O Allah, O Lord of
the seven skies and the seven (layers of) the earth, Knower of the unseen and the
seen, All-beneficent, and All-merciful! If Abu-Masruq denied a truth or claimed falsely,
then pour down upon him a thunderbolt from heaven or a painful chastisement. But if
so-and-so (i.e. the other party) denied a truth or claimed falsely, then pour down upon
him a thunderbolt from heaven or a painful chastisement.’ If you do all that, you will

.” soon see the outcome of this invocation on the other party

Abu-Masruq commented, “When I invited them to this challenge, I could not find any
(single person accepting to do it.”(1

According to another validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to Abu-Ja`far
:Muhammad ibn al-Nu`man

مُهَُل اوُنِّیَبوَ  مْهُومُصِاخَ 

هِْیلَعَ ٍّیِلعَ  یِف  مْهُوُلهِاَبوَ  هِْیلَعَ  مُْتْنأَ  يذَِّلا  يدَهُْلا 

.مُلاََّسلا

Debate with them, show them the true guidance you are following, and

challenge them to an invocation of curse with regard to the priority of `Ali

(a).(2 )`

In the previous books of the security system of the virtuous community and the social
relations system, we have confirmed that the invitation to following the true party is a

duty
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commissioned by Almighty Allah, but the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) suspended carrying out this
duty on account of the special political circumstances to which the individuals of the

.virtuous community were subjected

This method of invoking a curse upon the lying party (i.e. mubahalah) is another
.demonstration of this fact

Showing the Points of Error in Supplications

In the course of building a virtuous community, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) corrected the
points of error their followers might commit upon supplicating, addressing, and
speaking to Almighty Allah. Corrections can be deduced from traditions, some of

:which are

Safwan ibn Yahya has reported al-Kahili as saying that he wrote a letter to Imam al-
Riza (‘a), asking his opinion about the supplication that beings with, “All praise be to
Allah to the utmost of His knowledge.” He received an answer from the Imam (‘a)
teaching him to change the phrase of “to the utmost of His knowledge” into “to the

(utmost of His pleasure.”(1

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have narrated that when Imam `Ali (‘a) heard
someone saying, “O Allah, I do seek Your protection against temptation,” he said to
him, “You are seeking the protection of Almighty Allah against your property and
children! Instead, you should say, ‘O Allah, I do seek Your protection against the

misleading
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temptations.’ Almighty Allah says, ‘Your property and your children are a temptation.
((8:28)’”(1

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported on the authority of Aban ibn `Abd al-Malik
on the authority of Bakr al-Arqat (on the authority of Shu`ayb) that someone visited
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and said, “May Allah lead you to more success! I am totally loyal to
you, but when I was stricken by harsh poverty, I sought the help of my family

members and relatives. However, this has increased nothing but more aloofness from
.” them

The Imam (‘a) answered, “What Almighty Allah has given you is definitely better than
.” what He has taken from you

The man said, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! Pray to Allah for me that He
.” may make me dispense with all His creatures

:The Imam (‘a) answered

نْمَ قَزْرِ  مََّسقَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

نِعَ کَیَِنْغُی  نْأَ  اللهَا  لِسَ  نْکَِلوَ  ءَاشَ ، نْمَ  يْدَیَ  یلَعَ  ءَاشَ 

.هِقِْلخَ مِائَِل  یَلإِ  كَُّرطَضْتَ  یِتَّلا  هِجَاحَْلا 

Verily, Allah has put the sustenance of him whom He willed in the hands

of others whom He willed. Yet, you should pray to Him to help you dispense

(with needs that compel you to resort to the lowly of His creatures.(2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

In the presence of my father, a man, supplicating to Allah, said, “O Allah, (please)
.” make us dispense with all of Your creatures

p: 191
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.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:335, S. 38, H. 1 - - 1

.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:336, S. 40, H. 1 - - 2
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Do not say it in this way,” my father taught, “Rather, you should say, ‘O Allah, make“
us dispense with the wicked ones of Your creatures.’ Verily, a faithful believer cannot

(dispense with his brothers-in-faith.”(1

:In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Imam al-Riza (‘a) as saying

In the presence of Imam al-Baqir (‘a), a man, supplicating to Almighty Allah, said, “O
.” Allah, I do beseech You to give part of Your legally-gotten sustenance

You have just besought the sustenance of the prophets,” the Imam (‘a) commented. “
“Rather, you should say, ‘O Allah, I beseech You for sustenance that is legally-

(attained, abundant and pleasant.’”(2

Spontaneous Supplications are the Best Supplications

:A supplication may be of two forms

The first form entails the spontaneous supplications that one may compose of his own
accord to express glorification and praise of Almighty Allah or to express his own

.emotions, feelings, and requests from Him

The second form entails the special formulas of supplications that are reported from
.the Holy Prophet (s) and the Holy Imams (‘a) or mentioned in the Holy Qur'an

Just as the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) taught their followers methods and formulas of
supplication, they also urged them to supplicate of their own accord in order to
educate and train them to invent and excel in praying to Almighty Allah, which is a sort

of righteous deed. They also intended such
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spontaneous supplications to express the sentimental and spiritual states that
interact with their feelings and prerequisites so that the practice of supplicating would
be easy, within reach, and correspond to current needs, without memorization or

.following written texts

Nonetheless, the reported formulas of supplications maintain their supreme ranks
.and vital roles in education, purification, and expression of feelings

In this regard, Sayyid Ibn Tawus, quoting Sa`d ibn `Abdullah in his book of Du`a', has
reported that when Zurarah asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to teach him a supplication, the

:Imam (‘a) answered

امَ ءِاعَُّدلا  لَضَْفأَ  َّنإِ 

.کَِناسَِل یلَعَ  يرَجَ 

The best of supplications are those which you compose of your own

(accord.(1

In his book of al-Khisal, Shaykh al-Saduq has reported Muhammad ibn Isma`il as
:quoting Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

There is no specific supplication to be said in the following seven situations: (1) Prayers
at funerals, (2) supplications during the ritual prayers (i.e. Qunut), (3) supplicating at al-
Mustajar (the opposite of the gate of the Ka`bah), (4) supplicating at al-Safa, (5)
supplicating at al-Marwah, (6) supplicating during the ritual halt on Mount `Arafat, and

((7) supplicating during the two-unit Circumambulation Prayer.(2

Some traditions have interpreted this teaching as an inducement of ease in
.supplication
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Shaykh al-Kulayni in al-Kafi and Shaykh al-Tusi in Tahdhib al-Ahkam have reported
that Bakr ibn habib asked the Imam (‘a) as to what supplication he should say in the

.Qunut and Tashahhud

:The Imam (‘a) answered

، تَمِْلعَ امَ  نَسَحْأَِب  لُْق 

.سُاَّنلا کَلَهََل  اًتَّقوَُم  نَاکَ  وَْل  هَُّنإِفَ 

You should say the best thing you know. If there were certain formulas

(to be said, then all people would be destroyed.(1

:According to another tradition, the Imam (‘a) has said

وَْل

نَاکَ امََّنإِ  .اوکُلَهَ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  اًبجِاوَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  امَکَ  اوُناکَ 

.نَومُلَْعیَ امَ  رَسَْیأَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  مُوْقَْلا 

Had it been obligatory

upon people to say a certain formula of supplication, they all would be

(destroyed. However, the people used to say the easiest of what they knew.(2

Objectives of Supplicating

Point

We can construe a general concept of the most significant features in the following
:points

Supplication is a method of education, purification, and sanctification. It also . 1
identifies the most proper manner of addressing the Lord with words of glorification,
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praise, and thanks, in addition to resorting to Him, calling down His mercy, and
beseeching Him for granting needs. Obviously, these manners are taught by the
special formulas and styles of supplication and the means, of guaranteeing the

response

p: 194
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(. of the supplicated Lord, that are instructed by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

The supplicatory prayers are expressions of a practical attitude of man towards His . 2
Sustainer and Creator. They therefore express man’s belief in Almighty Allah,
commitment to serving Him, and belief in the unseen and its role in and connection
with the material life of human beings. For these reasons, supplication enlists one to

.perform religious duties

The Almighty Creator has created this universe according to a firmly compact, . 3
flawless, and comprehensive system. This system involves two aspects one of which
is compulsory, in the sense that it is related to creation which man has no power to
change, while the other is optional, in the sense that it is contingent upon the will of

.man to bring about the causes, outcomes, and consequences related to his will

As an influential factor in this comprehensive system, supplication enters this system
through the relationship between man’s will, deed, and behavior and the divine will
that is totally overpowering and dominating whatever is in existence, including man

and his will. By means of supplication, this divine will becomes responsive to man’s will
.and call according to certain conditions, criteria, and regulations

:These conditions and regulations can be presented in the following points

a) The response of the Divine Will to supplications is contingent upon the level of
relationship between man and his Lord, identified through man’s deeds, behavior, and
perfection in his correspondence with the religious laws and provisions decided by
Almighty Allah. In other words, the more man responds to divine laws and provisions,

the

p: 195
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.more the Lord responds to man’s supplications, will and desires

b) Response to supplicatory prayers is also conditional upon the amount of the
supplicant’s devotion to Almighty Allah in times of urgency, feeling of absolute need

.for Him, resorting to Him, having hope in Him, and recognizing Him

c) A suppliant must exert all possible and legal efforts and energies to attain his need
when all other doors are blocked. A supplication can thus be defined as request for
operating the power of Almighty Allah in a field that is unattainable for man.
Accordingly, supplication is not a compensation for the human will by the Divine Will;

.otherwise, the divine logic for creating man as a willful being would be lost

d) Response to supplications is contingent upon the absence of a person’s voluntary
and optional obstacles that result from his behavior and deeds and necessitate

.rejection of his supplication for help and assistance

e) Response of supplications is also contingent upon the absence of other interests
related to the supplicant himself or to other righteous people that require delay in or

.nullity of response

:About this condition, a part of a supplication reads

but…

when Your response is delayed, out of ignorance I blame You although perhaps

slowing down may be a blessing in disguise because You alone know the

.consequences of all matters

تُْبتَعَ یِّنعَ  اَطَْباَ  نْإِفَ 

یِل رٌْیخَ  وَهُ  یِّنعَ  اَطَْباَ  يذَِّل�  َّلعََلوَ  کَْیلَعَ  یِلهْجَِب 

.رِوُملاُ� هِبَِقاعَِب  کَمِْلعِِل 

:Referring to this fact too, the Holy Qur'an states
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مْکَُل ٌّرشَ  وَهُوَ  ائًْیشَ  اوُّبحُِت  نْأَ  یسَعَوَ  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  وَهُوَ  ائًْیشَ  اوهُرَکْتَ  نْأَ  یسَعَوَ 

It may be that you dislike a thing while it is good for you and it may

(be that you love a thing while it is evil for you. (2:216

p: 196
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Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi, has
:reported Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi-Nasr as saying

One day, I visited (Imam) Abu’l-hasan Musa ibn Ja`far al-Kazim (‘a) and said to him,
“May Allah accept me as ransom for you! I have been beseeching Almighty Allah for
granting me a request for more than a year, but the response has been delayed, so I

.” felt something must be improper about it

:The Imam (‘a) answered

ایَ

یَّتحَ لٌیِبسَ  کَْیلَعَ  هَُل  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  نَاطَْیَّشلاوَ  كَاَّیإِ  دُمَحْأَ ،

: لُوقُیَ نَاکَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهِا  تُاوَلَصَ  رٍفَْعجَ  اَبأَ  َّنإِ  .کَطَِّنقَُی 

هُْنعَ رَُّخؤَُیفَ  هًجَاحَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  لُأَسْیَ  نَِمؤْمُْلا  َّنإِ 

امَ اللهِاوَ  .هِِبیحَِن  عِامَِتسْاوَ  هِِتوْصَِل  اًّبحُ  هِِتَباجَإِ  لُیجِْعتَ 

هِذِهَ نِْم  نَوُبِلطْیَ  امَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  نِعَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  رََّخأَ 

ءٍیْشَ ُّيأَوَ  اهَیِف ، مْهَُل  لَجَعَ  اَّمِم  مْهَُل  رٌْیخَ  ایَْنُّدلا 

یغِبَْنیَ لُوقُیَ : نَاکَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  رٍفَْعجَ  اَبأَ  َّنإِ  ایَْنُّدلا ؟

یِف هِِئاعَدُ  نِْم  اًوحَْن  ءِاخََّرلا  یِف  هُؤُاعَدُ  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  نِِمؤْمُْلِل 

هَُّنإِفَ ءَاعَُّدلا  َّلمَتَ  لاَفَ  رَتَفَ ، یَطِعْأُ  اذَإِ  سَْیَل  هَِّدِّشلا ،

بِلَطَوَ رِْبَّصلاِب  کَْیلَعَوَ  .شِناکَمَِب  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  نَِم 

اَّنإِفَ سِاَّنلا  هَفَشَاکَُموَ  كَاَّیإِوَ  مِحَِّرلا ، هِلَصِوَ  لِلاَحَْلا 

ءَاسَأَ نْمَ  یَلإِ  نُسِحُْنوَ  انَعَطَقَ  نْمَ  لُصَِن  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ 

بَحِاصَ َّنإِ  .هَنَسَحَْلا  هَبَِقاعَْلا  کَِلذَ  یِف  اللهِاوَ  يرَنَفَ  انَْیَلإِ ،
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يذَِّلا رَْیغَ  بَلَطَ  یَطِعْأُفَ  لَأَسَ  اذَإِ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  هِمَْعِّنلا 

، ءٍیْشَ نِْم  عُبَشْیَ  لاَفَ  هِِنْیعَ  یِف  هُمَْعِّنلا  تِرَغُصَوَ  لَأَسَ 

رٍطَخَ یلَعَ  کَِلذَ  نِْم  مُِلسْمُْلا  نَاکَ  مُعَِّنلا  تِرَُثکَ  اذَإِوَ 

.اهَیِف هِنَْتفِْلا  نَِم  فُاخَیَ  امَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  بُجِتَ  یِتَّلا  قِوقُحُْلِل 

هِِب قُِثتَ  تَْنکُأَ  لاًوْقَ  کََل  تُْلُق  یِّنأَ  وَْل  کَْنعَ ، یِنرِْبخْأَ 

؟ یِّنِم

O Ahmad, beware of letting Satan have a way against you that he may

,make you lose hope! Abu-Ja`far (al-Baqir), Allah’s blessings be upon him

used to say, “It happens that a faithful believer beseeches Almighty Allah

for something, but Allah delays the response out of His love to hear the

voice of that believer and to listen to his crying out to Him.” By Allah I

swear, He has never delayed responding to the faithful believers who ask for

some worldly things when these things would be better for them than what He

has already given them.” What is the value of this world? Abu-Ja`far used to

say, “A faithful believer is required to supplicate to Almighty Allah in

situations of prosperity in the same way as he supplicates in situations of

.” misery. He thus must not slow down supplicating when he is prosperous

Therefore, never be weary of supplicating because it enjoys a considerable

value in the sight of Almighty Allah. Likewise, abide by patience, seeking

legal earnings, and building good relations with your relatives. On the other
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hand, beware of behaving impudently towards people, because we, the Ahl

al-Bayt, always build good relations with those who rupture their relations

with us and we behave kindly towards those who mistreat us. By doing so, we

expect only good outcomes. I swear it by Allah. When the wealthy people in

this world are granted their needs whenever they ask, they ask for things that

they do not need. Consequently, they disregard the wealth they have to the

degree that nothing will satiate them. When graces are given in abundance to

a Muslim, his duties with regard to these graces increase, and he will not

care if he fails in this test. If I say something to you, will you accept it

?from me in full trust

p: 197
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Abu-Nasr answered, “Of course I will. May Allah accept me as ransom for you! If I do
not put my trust in you while you are the proof of Allah for His creatures, in whom else

?” can I trust

:The Imam (‘a) said

p: 198
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قََثوْأَ اللهِاِب  نْکُفَ 

اَل : } لَاقَوَ نِاعَدَ } اذَإِ  عِاَّدلا  هَوَعْدَ  بُیجِأُ  بٌیرِقَ  یِّنإِفَ  یِّنعَ  يدِابَعِ  کََلأَسَ  اذَإِوَ  : } لُوقُیَ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  سَْیَلأَ  .اللهِا  نَِم  دٍعـِوْمَ  یلَعَ  کََّنإِفَ 
َّزعَ اللهِاِب  نْکُفَ  الًضْفَوَ } هُْنِم  هًرَفِْغمَ  مْکُدُعِیَ  هَُّللاوَ  : ) لَاقَوَ هَِّللا ) هِمَحْرَ  نِْم  اوطُنَْقتَ 

َّلاإِ مْکُسِفُْنأَ  یِف  اوُلعَجْتَ  لاَوَ  هِرِْیغَِب ، کَْنِم  قََثوْأَ  َّلجَوَ 

.مْکَُل رٌوفُْغمَ  هَُّنإِفَ  اًرْیخَ 

Thus, you should trust

Almighty Allah more than anyone else, for He promises (to respond to your

supplications). Is it not that He, the Almighty and Majestic, says, “When My

servants ask you concerning Me, then surely I am very near. I answer the

prayer of the suppliant when he calls on Me. (2:186)” He also says, “Do not

despair of the mercy of Allah. (39:53)” He also says, “Allah promises you

forgiveness from Himself and abundance. (2:268)” Thus, trust Almighty Allah

more than anyone else. Do not feel in yourselves towards Him anything other

(than good, for you will be forgiven.(1

Reported Formulas of Supplications

Many and various formulas of supplication that vary in length, contents, and style
have been reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), including marvelous and superb
supplications, addressing, praising, thanking, glorifying, begging, confessing, and

.resorting to Almighty Allah

This great moral, literary, eloquent, and spiritual fortune is considered one of the
distinctive features of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School and obviously indicates their superior

.standing and rank and their Imamate and supremacy over all other people
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In the previous chapters and sections of this book, we have referred to a large
number of such formulas of
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supplications, demonstrating that the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) gifted us
special supplicatory formulas for each occasion, condition, and time, especially on the
blessed anniversaries, holy places, and devotional rites. There are many lengthy

.books comprising these supplications

Amongst the Holy Imams (‘a), Imam `Ali and Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) are
particularly known for reporting such distinctive supplicatory formulas like Du`a' al-
Sabah (Supplication of the Morning), Du`a' Kumayl (Supplication of Kumayl), the
Fifteen Whispered Supplicatory Prayers, and many others. The book of supplication
known as al-Sahifah al-`Alawiyyah (The Book of `Ali (‘a)) is the best example in this

.regard

The book entitled al-Sahifah al-Sajjadiyyah (which comprises the supplications of
Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a)) is too famous to require introduction. If we add the famous

supplication known as Du`a' Abi-hamzah al-Thumali and the collection of the other
.supplications of Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a), the total will be six books

There are some other supplications by the other holy Imams (‘a) such as, Imam

husayn’s supplication on the Day of `Arafat, Imam al-Baqir’s Du`a' al-Baha'
(Supplication of Splendor), Imam al-Mahdi’s Du`a' al-Iftitah (Supplication of

Commencement), and Imam al-Hadi’s al-Ziyarah al-Jami`ah (the Comprehensive

(. Formula of Ziyarah

To include all such formulas of supplication reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) requires
lengthy books. We can therefore notice that the scholars of the virtuous community,
especially in the first ages, compiled lengthy books about this topic apart from their
famous books on traditions. Further acquaintance with these supplications can be

obtained by referring to these books. However, we

p: 200
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will hereinafter list some famous supplicatory formulas, which can be found in the
famous and widely circulated book of Mafatih al-Jinan in addition to Shaykh al-Tusi’s
Misbah al-Mutahajjid, Shaykh al-Kaf`ami’s al-Misbah, Sayyid Ibn Tawus’s Iqba al-

:A`mal, and many other reference books

Du`a' Kumayl - 

(Du`a' al-Simat (Supplication of Attributes - 

(Du`a' al-`Asharat (Supplication of the Tens - 

(Du`a' al-Sabah (Supplication of the Morning - 

(Du`a' al-Jawshan al-Kabir (The Major Supplication of the Coat of Armor - 

(Du`a' al-Jawshan al-Saghir (The Minor Supplication of the Coat of Armor - 

(Du`a' al-Mashlul (Supplication of the Lame - 

(Du`a' al-Mujir (Supplication of the Succoring - 

(Du`a' Yastashir (Supplication of the Counseling - 

The Fifteen Whispered Prayers - 

(Du`a' al-Iftitah (Supplication of Commencement - 

(Du`a' al-Baha' (Supplication of Splendor - 

Du`a' Abi-hamzah al-Thumali - 

(Du`a' al-Sahar (Supplication at Early Dawn - 

(Al-Munajat al-Sha`baniyyah (The Whispered Prayer of Sha`ban - 

(Du`a' Makarim al-Akhlaq (Supplication of Nobility of Character - 
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There are also some famous supplications that are not reported as ascribed to the
Holy Imams (‘a), such as the famous supplication known as Du`a' al-Nudbah

(. (Lamentation

These formulas of supplicatory prayers represent a practical school and methodology

that man may benefit from once he applies them to the details of his life activities.
:These advantages can be summed up thus

Details of these supplicatory formulas teach the most proper way of speaking to the . 1
.Almighty

.They introduce the attributes, manners, graces, and gifts of the Almighty . 2

They encourage piety, repentance for one’s sins, repeated turning to the Lord in . 3
.penitence, and abstention from violating His prohibitions

They urge commitment to nobility of character, treat compliance with one’s . 4
.personal lusts and desires, and help provide power over desires and deviations

.They diagnose points of defect in one’s behavior . 5

They familiarize people with and lead them to perform righteous deeds and high- . 6
.ranking conduct according to religious law

They disclose the means Satan usually uses to tempt man and the tiny cracks . 7
.through which he may take hold of him

They present generally everything that is needed by man in this world as well as the . 8
.world to come
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Dhikr

By dhikr we mean the words and phrases by which Almighty Allah is mentioned,(1)
praised, thanked, glorified, or besought for help. The most famous words of dhikr in

:Islam are the following

.Alhamdu-lillah; all praise be to Allah - 

(. Bismillah; in the Name of Allah (I begin - 

(. Ma sha'allah; only that which Allah wills (shall come to pass - 

.Allahu-akbar; Allah is the Most Great - 

.La ilaha illallah; there is no god save Allah - 

.Subhanallah; all glory be to Allah - 

The word dhikr also means seeking forgiveness, declaring repentance, and turning to
.Almighty Allah in penitence by giving up one’s sins and disobedience to Him

It can also refer to invoking Almighty Allah’s blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his
(Household.(2

p: 203

.Lexically, the word dhikr means to remember or to remind - - 1
Although imploration for forgiveness (istighfar) and invocation of blessings - - 2
(salawat) are sorts of supplications, they are added to dhikr, because their verbal
structures are similar to the structures and statements of dhikr. Another reason is
that it is deemed recommended to repeat these statements many times in certain
formulas of dhikr. Moreover, some traditions demonstrate that the invocation of
blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household may substitute for phrases of
remembrance and glorification of Almighty Allah. For these reasons, these two

.supplicatory prayers will be discussed within the words and phrases of dhikr
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Dhikr, in its inclusive meaning, is one of the Islamic obligatory devotional practices
mentioned and urged in the Holy Qur'an on many occasions, such as in the following

:verses

الًیوِطَ الًْیَل  هُحِّْبسَوَ  هَُل  دْجُسْافَ  لِْیَّللا  نَِموَ  الًیصِأَوَ  هًرَکُْب  کَِّبرَ  مَسْا  رِکُذْاوَ 

Glorify the name of your Lord, morning and evening, and during part of the night
adore Him, and give

(glory to Him a long part of the night. (76:25-26

(« 190  ) بِابَْلأَْلا یِلوأُِل  تٍایَآَل  رِاهََّنلاوَ  لِْیَّللا  فِالَِتخْاوَ  ضِرْأَْلاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  قِْلخَ  یِف  َّنإِ 

انَقِفَ کََناحَْبسـُ  الًطِاَب  اذَهـَ  تَْقلَخَ  امَ  انََّبرَ  ضِرْأَْـلاوَ  تِاوَامـََّسلا  قِْلخَ  یِف  نَورَُّکفَتَیَوَ  مْهِِبوُنجُ  یلَعَوَ  ادًوعُُقوَ  امـًایَِق  هََّللا  نَورُکُذْیـَ  نَیذَِّلا  »
رِاَّنلا بَاذَعَ 

Most surely, in the creation of the heavens and the earth and the

alternation of the night and the day there are signs for men who understand: those

who remember Allah standing and sitting and lying on their sides and

reflect on the creation of the heavens and the earth (saying): Our Lord! You

have not created this in vain! Glory be to You! Save us then from the

(chastisement of the fire. (3:190-191

مْهُوَ اوُلعَفَ  امَ  یلَعَ  اوُّرصـُِی  مَْلوَ  هَُّللا  اَّلإِ  بَوُنُّذلا  رُفِْغیَ  نْمَوَ  مْهِِبوُنذُِـل  اورُفَْغتَسـْافَ  هََّللا  اورُکَذَ  مْهُسـَفُْنأَ  اومُلَظَ  وْأَ  هًشَحِافَ  اوُلعَفَ  اذَإِ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 
نَومُلَْعیَ

Those who, when they commit an indecency or do injustice to

their souls, remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their faults—and

who forgives faults but Allah—and who do not knowingly persist in what they

(have done. (3:135
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اًباَّوتَ هََّللا  اودُجَوََل  لُوسَُّرلا  مُهَُل  رَفَْغتَسْاوَ  هََّللا  اورُفَْغتَسْافَ  كَوءُاجَ  مْهُسَفُْنأَ  اومُلَظَ  ذْإِ  مْهَُّنأَ  وَْلوَ  هَِّللا  نِذْإِِب  عَاطَُیِل  اَّلإِ  لٍوسُرَ  نِْم  انَْلسـَرْأَ  امَوَ 
امًیحِرَ

Had they, when they were unjust to themselves, come to you and asked

forgiveness of Allah and the Messenger had also asked forgiveness for

(them, they would have found Allah Oft-returning to mercy, Merciful. (4:64
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هُلَضْفَ لٍضْفَ  يذِ  َّلکُ  تِؤُْیوَ  یمسَُم  لٍجَأَ  یَلإِ  انًسَحَ  اعًاتَمَ  مْکُْعِّتمَُی  هِْیَلإِ  اوُبوُت  َّمُث  مْکَُّبرَ  اورُفِْغتَسْا  نِأَوَ 

Ask forgiveness of your Lord, then turn to Him; He will provide you with a goodly
provision to an

(appointed term and bestow His grace on every one endowed with grace. (11:3

امًیِلسْتَ اومُِّلسَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اوُّلصَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ  ِّیِبَّنلا  یلَعَ  نَوُّلصَُی  هُتَکَِئالَمَوَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ 

Surely, Allah and His angels bless the Prophet. O you who believe, call

.for Divine blessings on him and salute him with a becoming salutation

(33:56)

ارًیِثکَ ارًکْذِ  هََّللا  اورُکُذْا  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

الًیصِأَوَ هًرَکُْب  هُوحُِّبسَوَ 

امًیحِرَ نَیِنِمؤْمُْلاِب  نَاکَوَ  رِوُّنلا  یَلإِ  تِامَُلُّظلا  نَِم  مْکُجَرِخُْیِل  هُُتکَِئالَمَوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  یِّلصَُی  يذَِّلا  وَهُ 

O you who believe, remember Allah, remember Him frequently, and glorify

Him morning and evening. He it is Who sends His blessings on you, and so do

.His angels, that He may bring you forth out of utter darkness into the light

(He is Merciful to the believers. (33:41-43

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

یِتَّلا هِارَوَّْتلا  یِف  بٌوُتکْمَ 

ایَ لَاقَفَ : هَُّبرَ  لَأَسَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  یسَوُم  َّنأَ  رَّْیغَُت  مَْل 

؟ کَیدِاَنأُفَ دٌیعَِب  مْأَ  کَیجِاَنأُفَ ، یِّنِم  تَْنأَ  بٌیرِقَأَ  ِّبرَ ،

.یِنرَکَذَ نْمَ  سُیِلجَ  اَنأَ  یسَوُم ، ایَ  هِْیَلإِ : َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  یحَوْأَفَ 
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؟ كَرُْتسَ َّلاإِ  رَْتسِ  مَوْیَ لاَ  كَرِْتسِ  یِف  نْمَفَ  یسَوُم : لَاقَفَ 

َّیِف نَوُّباحَتَیَوَ  مْهُرَکُذْأَفَ  یِنَنورُکُذْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  لَاقَفَ :

لَهْأَ بَیصِأُ  نْأَ  تُدْرَأَ  اذَإِ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوأُفَ  مْهَُّبحِأُفَ ،

.مْهِِب مْهُْنعَ  تُْعفَدَفَ  مْهُُترْکَذَ  ءٍوسُِب  ضِرْلأَا 

In the unaltered Torah, it is written that (Prophet) Moses asked his

Lord, saying, “O Lord, are You nigh to me that I can speak to You

confidentially, or remote from me that I should cry out to You?” The Almighty

and Majestic Lord revealed to him, saying, “O Moses, I am the adjacent

companion of him who remembers Me.” Prophet Moses asked, “Who will be under

Your covering on the day when there shall be no cover save Yours?” The Lord

,answering said, “They are those who remember Me; therefore, I remember them

and those who love each other for My sake; therefore, I love them. When I am

to decide evil for the inhabitants of the earth, I may ward off this evil

(only when I remember those (who remember Me).”(1

p: 205
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Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as
:saying

َّزعَ اللهِا  رَکْذِ  رَثَکْأَ  نْمَ 

هَُل تْبَِتکُ  اًریِثکَ  اللهُا  رَکَذَ  نْمَوَ  اللهُا ، هَُّبحَأَ  َّلجَوَ 

.قِافَِّنلا نَِم  هٌءَارََبوَ  رِاَّنلا  نَِم  هٌءَارََب  نِاتَءَارََب :

.Whoever mentions Almighty Allah frequently will be loved by Him

:Whoever mentions Almighty Allah frequently will be granted two immunities

(one from Hellfire and the other from hypocrisy.(1

It is reported that the Holy Prophet (s) once, came to his companions and said, “Enjoy
.” yourselves in the gardens of heaven

.What are these gardens of heavens?” they asked“

:He (s) answered

اودُغْأُ رِکِّْذلا ، سُِلاجَمَ 

دَْنعِ هُتََلزِْنمَ  مَلَْعیَ  نْأَ  ُّبحُِی  نَاکَ  نْمَوَ  .اورُکُذْاوَ  اوحُورُوَ 

یَلاعَتَ اللهَا  َّنإِفَ  هُدَْنعِ ، اللهِا  هَُلزِْنمَ  فَْیکَ  رْظُْنیَْلفَ  اللهِا 

اومُلَعْاوَ .هِسِْفَن  نِْم  اللهَا  دُْبعَْلا  لَزَْنأَ  ثُْیحَ  دَْبعَْلا  لُزِْنُی 

مْکُِتاجَرَدَ یِف  اهَعَفَرْأَوَ  اهَاکَزْأَوَ  مْکُِلامَعْأَ  رَْیخَ  َّنأَ 

هَُّنإِفَ هَُناحَْبسُ ، اللهِا  رُکْذِ  سُمَّْشلا  هِْیلَعَ  تْعَلَطَ  امَ  رَْیخَوَ 

لَاقَوَ .یِنرَکَذَ  نْمَ  سُیِلجَ  اَنأَ  لَاقَفَ : هِسِْفَن  نْعَ  رَبَخْأَ 

یِنورُکُذْاوَ یِتمَْعِنِب  مْکُرْکُذْأَ  یِنورُکُذْافَ  هَُناحَْبسُ :

نِاسَحْلإِاوَ مِعَِّنلاِب  مْکُرْکُذْأَ  هِدَابَعِْلاوَ  هِعَاَّطلاِب 
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.نِاوَضُِّرلاوَ هِمَحَّْرلاوَ 

These are the meetings of mentioning Almighty Allah. Come, go, and

mention Him. Whoever wishes to know his standing with Almighty Allah should

check the standing he has given Almighty Allah within himself, because

Almighty Allah gives a servant (of Him) the same rank that the servant gives

to Him. Be it known to you the most favorable, the most growing, the most

raising of ranks, and the best of whatever is under sunlight is the remembrance

of Almighty Allah Who has informed with regard to Himself saying, “I am the

,adjacent companion of him who remembers Me.” He, the Glorified, has said

Remember Me, and I will remember you with My grace. Remember me with“

,obedience to Me and servitude, and I will remember you with favors, kindness

(mercy, and pleasure.”(2

p: 206
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Categories Of Dhikr

Point

:It seems proper to classify our discussion of dhikr into three categories

Dhikr in its private meaning - 

(Imploration for forgiveness (istighfar - 

Invocation of blessings (salawat) upon the Holy Prophet, his Household, the other - 
prophets, and the faithful believers

Dhikr in its private meaning

Point

Dhikr in its private meaning includes all varieties of verbal references to Almighty

Allah, such as mentioning Him by names and attributes, thanking, praising, glorifying,
.and exalting Him

However, traditions give special significance to certain formulas of dhikr, entailing
.phrases of praising, glorifying, etc

:The most significant of these formulas can be cited in the following list

(Basmalah (Commencing with the Name of Allah - 

(Isti`adhah (Seeking Almighty Allah’s protection - 

(Tahlil (Professing Almighty Allah as the one and only God - 

(Tahmid (Praising Almighty Allah - 

(Tasbih (Glorifying Almighty Allah - 

(Takbir (Professing Almighty Allah as the greatest of all - 
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hawqalah (Professing that there in neither power nor might save with Almighty - 
(Allah

(Mashi'ah (Professing that only what Almighty Allah wills will comes to pass - 

(Istirja` (Professing that all things are Allah’s and everything returns to Him - 

Basmalah . 1

Basmalah is a verse of the Holy Qur'an. Except for Surah Bara'ah (al-Tawbah, No. 9),
Basmalah is found in all chapters of the Holy Qur'an. Some traditions hold that it is the
best of all verses. In this regard, Shaykh al-Tusi, in Tahdhib al-Ahkam, has reported
through a valid chain of authority that Muhammad ibn Muslim asked Imam al-Sadiq
(‘a) whether al-sab` al-mathani (seven of the oft-repeated verses) wa’l-qur'an al-

.`azim(1) stands for Surah al-Fatihah

.The Imam (‘a) answered in the affirmative

.Is bismi-llahir-rahmanir-rahim part of the al-sab` al-mathani?” asked Muhammad“

(The Imam (‘a) answered, “Yes, it is. It is the best of these seven verses.”(2

:According to another tradition, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 209

This is an indication to the following holy verse: Certainly, We have given you - - 1
(seven of the oft-repeated verses and the grand Qur'an. (15:87

.Al-huwayzi, Tafsir Nur al-Thaqalayn 1:8. Topic: bismi-llahir-rahmanir-rahim - - 2
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مِسِْب

نِْم مِظَعْلأَا  اللهِا  مِسْا  یَلإِ  بُرَْقأَ  مِیحَِّرلا  نِمَحَّْرلا  اللهِا 

.اهَدِاوَسَ یَلإِ  نِْیعَْلا  رِظِاَن 

Bismi-llahir-rahmanir-rahim is closer to the Greatest Name than the pupil of

(the eye to its surrounding blackness.(1

:A third tradition states

نَِم لَزََن  بِاتَکِ  لََّوأَ  َّنإِ 

اللهِا مِسِْب  تَْأرَقَ  اذَإِوَ  .مِیحَِّرلا  نِمَحَّْرلا  اللهِا  مِسِْب  ءِامََّسلا 

.ءِامََّسلاوَ ضِرْلأَا  نَْیَب  امَیِف  کَْترَتَسَ  مِیحَِّرلا  نِمَحَّْرلا 

Verily, bismi-llahir-rahmanir-rahim was the foremost book

,revealed from the heavens. When you recite bismi-llahir-rahmanir-rahim

(it will protect you from whatever is between the heavens and the earth.(2

Basmalah: the Motto of the Virtuous Community

Due to the unmatched regard of the Basmalah in the view of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), it has
turned into a sign and motto of the individuals of the virtuous community to
distinguish them from the other Muslims. This fact can be concluded from the

:following points

The followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) School, unlike all other Muslim sects, abide by . 1
reciting the Basmalah in all prayers as an inseparable part of Surah al-Fatihah as well

.as all other Surahs

In the five obligatory prayers, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) recite the . 2
Basmalah audibly, including the prayers in which the Surahs should be recited
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.inaudibly

Details of this point have been previously cited within our discussion of the daily
.obligatory prayers

p: 210

.Al-huwayzi, Tafsir Nur al-Thaqalayn 1:8, H. 21 - - 1

.Al-huwayzi, Tafsir Nur al-Thaqalayn 1:8, H. 14 - - 2
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In this regard, al-hakam ibn `Umayr is reported to have said, “I followed the Prophet
(s) in congregational prayers and he recited the Basmalah audibly in the early night,

(dawn, and Friday (obligatory) prayers.”(1

The followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) firmly believe that the Basmalah is part of all the . 3
chapters of the Holy Qur'an except Surah al-Tawbah. Many traditions reported from
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and the Holy Prophet (s) maintain this. Many historical
demonstrations such as all the calligraphies of the Holy Qur'an, which are circulated
among all Muslims, the Basmalah is written in the same calligraphy in which all the

.other verses are written

The followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) commit themselves to begin all their activities . 4
and affairs with the Basmalah, especially in writing. Moreover, following the
instructions of the Holy Imams (‘a), they believe that before carrying out any matter,

.the Basmalah should be said

:In this regard, the Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

لٍاَب لاَ يذِ  رٍْمأَ  ُّلکُ 

.رُتَْبأَ وَهُفَ  هِیِف  مِیحَِّرلا  نِمَحَّْرلا  اللهِا  مِسِْب  رُکَذُْی 

Any important affair that is not preceded by bismi-llahir-rahmanir-rahim

.is imperfect

هِیِف أُدَْبُی  بٍاتَکِ لاَ  ُّلکُ 

.عُطَْقأَ وَهُفَ  اللهِا  رِکْذِِب 

Any letter that is not begun with bismi-llahir-rahmanir-rahim is

(incomplete.(2

The partisans of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are known for this special conduct regarding the
Basmalah such that it has
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.Al-Suyuti, al-Durr al-Manthur 1:8 - - 1
.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 5:378, H. 4 and 5 - - 2
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(been presented as one of the five distinctive features of true believers.(1

Isti`adhah . 2

Isti`adhah is to seek Almighty Allah’s protection from Satan the accursed no matter

what the formula might be. However, the most famous statements of Isti`adhah are
:the following

A`udhu billahi min ashshaytani arrajim (I seek the protection of Allah against Satan, . 1
(. the accursed

A`udhu billahi assami`I al`alim (I seek the protection of Allah, the All-hearing, the . 2
(. All-knowing, against Satan, the accursed

Referring to Isti`adhah, the Holy Qur'an has instructed that one who recites it should
.begin with this statement

:It thus reads

مِیجَِّرلا نِاطَْیَّشلا  نَِم  هَِّللاِب  ذْعِتَسْافَ  نَآرْقُْلا  تَْأرَقَ  اذَإِفَ 

So, when you recite the Qur'an, seek refuge with Allah from the

(accursed Satan. (16:98

Traditions demonstrating the methods of some prayers of the Holy Imams (‘a) hold
that they used to say the Isti`adhah in the prayers before the Basmalah and before

.reciting the Holy Qur'an

p: 212

This is an indication of the previously mentioned tradition that reads: The signs of - - 1
true faithful believers are five: Offering the fifty, visitation on the Day of Arba`in,
wearing a ring on the right hand, pressing the forehead, and raising the voice with

.bismi-llahir-rahmanir-rahim

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2278 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_212_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:In Qurb al-Isnad, al-himyari al-Qummi has reported hannan ibn Sadir as saying

One day, I followed Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) in a congregational prayer. In an audible voice,
he said ‘a`udhu billahi assami`i al`alimi min ashshaytani arrajimi wa a`udhu billahi an
yahzuruni (I seek the protection of the All-hearing and All-knowing Allah against
Satan, the accursed, and I seek Allah’s protection lest devils be present with me)’.

.” Audibly again, he (‘a) said the Basmalah

:According to Shaykh al-Tusi’s Tahdhib al-Ahkam, hannan ibn Sadir said

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said the Isti`adhah audibly and then raised his voice with the
(Basmalah.(1

In the famous tafsir (exegesis of the Holy Qur'an) book entitled Majma` al-Bayan,
Shaykh al-Tabrisi states that to say the Isti`adhah before reciting any thing of the
Holy Qur'an is recommended, but not obligatory, be it in prayers or at any other

(situation.(2

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a chain of authority that Furat ibn
:Ahnaf said that he heard Imam al-Baqir (‘a) saying

نَِم لَزََن  بٍاتَکِ  لَُّوأَ 

اللهِا مِسِْب  تَْأرَقَ  اذَإِفَ  مِیحَِّرلا ، نِمَحَّْرلا  اللهِا  مِسِْب  ءِامََّسلا 

.ذَیعِتَسْتَ َّلاأَ  لِابَُت  لاَفَ  مِیحَِّرلا  نِمَحَّْرلا 

.The first book revealed from the heavens was bismi-llahir-rahmanir-rahim

Therefore, when you utter it, do not care if you have not said Isti`adhah

(before it.(3

p: 213

.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 5:220-221 - - 1
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.Shaykh al-Tabrisi, Majma` al-Bayan 3:385 - - 2
.Al-huwayzi, Nur al-Thaqalayn 3:84, H. 217 - - 3
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Tahlil . 3

Tahlil is to profess that Almighty Allah is the one and only God. Its statements are the
:following

(. La ilaha illallah (There is no god save Allah - 

(. La ilaha illa huwa (There is no god save Him - 

On several occasions in the Holy Qur’an, Tahlil has come in these two formulas, such
:as in the following verse

مُیکِحَْلا زُیزِعَْلا  وَهُ  اَّلإِ  هََلإِ  اَل  طِسْقِْلاِب  امًِئاقَ  مِْلعِْلا  وُلوأُوَ  هُکَِئالَمَْلاوَ  وَهُ  اَّلإِ  هََلإِ  اَل  هَُّنأَ  هَُّللا  دَهِشَ 

Allah bears witness that there is no god but He. So do the

angels and those possessed of knowledge, maintaining His creation with

(justice. There is no god but He, the Mighty, the Wise. (3:18

To bear witness that there is no god save Allah is one of the two creeds (i.e. shahadah)
of Islam. These two creeds are repeated in the ritual adhan and iqamah, which are
recommended parts of the ritual prayers, and at the tashahhud, which is an obligatory

.part

While demonstrating the merits of repeating this article of faith, many traditions hold
that there is nothing greater, better, superior, and more precious than bearing

.witness that there is no god save Allah

In the famous tradition known as al-Salsalah al-Dhahabiyyah (the golden chain of
authority), which was addressed to the people by Imam al-Riza (‘a) at Nayshabur
during his journey to Khurasan, he quoted on the authority of his fathers, on the

:authority of Archangel Gabriel (‘a), on the authority of Almighty Allah, Who says

p: 214
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هََلإِ هُدَاهَشَ لاَ 

، یِنصْحِ لَخَدَ  هِِبْلقَ  نِْم  اًصِلخُْم  اهََلاقَ  نْمَ  یِنصْحِ ، اللهُا  َّلاإِ 

.یِباذَعَ نِْم  نِْمأَ  یِنصْحِ  لَخَدَ  نْمَوَ 

To bear witness that there is no god save Allah

is My fortress. Whoever pronounces it wholeheartedly will enter into My

(fortress, and whoever enters My fortress will be safe from My chastisement.(1

This creed is unquestionably the best of all words and the master of all statements.
He who pronounces it with faith will gain Paradise, but he who pronounces it
hypocritically will have his property saved from confiscation and his blood from being

(shed although his final return is to Hellfire.(2

Based on this fact, the Tahlil statement has come to be the motto of all Muslims in this
world and on the Discriminating Bridge on the Resurrection Day, as is maintained by

(traditions.(3

.Likewise, to declare this statement audibly brings about great rewards

:The Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

لاَ لُوقُیَ : مٍِلسُْم  نِْم  امَ 

رَُثانَتَتَ یَّتحَ  غُرُْفیَفَ ، هُتَوْصَ  اهَِب  عُفَرْیَ  اللهُا  َّلاإِ  هََلإِ 

.اهَتَحْتَ رِجََّشلا  قُرَوَ  رَُثانَتَتَ  امَکَ  هِْیمَدَقَ  تَحْتَ  هُُبوُنذُ 

No Muslim raises his voice with la ilaha illallah but that his

sins, the moment that he finishes, will be scattered under his feet in the

(same way as leaves of a tree are scattered under it.(4

p: 215
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.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:413, H. 22 - - 1
.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:407, S. 19 - - 2
.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:419, H. 44 - - 3
.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:422, S. 21 - - 4
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It goes without saying that to add up the second creed (i.e. bearing witness that
.Muhammad (s) is the Messenger of Allah) to this one will multiply the reward

Some traditions state that pronouncing the two creeds of Islam brings about one
(million rewards, redeems one from Hellfire, and permits one to enter Paradise.(1

Tahmid . 4

In statements like ‘Alhamdu lillah (All praise be to Allah)’ or ‘Alhamdu lillahi rabbi’l-
`alamin (All praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds)’, the first statement in the ritual
prayers, after the Basmalah, is the expression that all praise is due to Allah; i.e.
Tahmid. It is also the concluding part of the true believers’ prayers. Thus does the

:Holy Qur’an teach us, saying

نَیمَِلاعَْلا ِّبرَ  هَِّلِل  دُمْحَْلا  نِأَ  مْهُاوَعْدَ  رُخِآوَ 

The conclusion of their prayer will be: Praise be to Allah, Lord of the

(Worlds. (10:10

In the Holy Qur'an too, this statement has been frequently repeated on the tongues
.of prophets and saints

.It also expresses the dearest deed to Almighty Allah

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Muhammad ibn Marwan as saying: I asked
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about the dearest deed to Almighty Allah. He answered, “It is to

(praise Him.”(2

The Holy Prophet (s) used to praise Almighty Allah very often in the morning and
(evening.(3

p: 216

.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:423, S. 22 - - 1
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Tasbih . 5

(. The most familiar statement of Tasbih is Subhanallah (All glory be to Allah

It has been mentioned in the Holy Qur'an on many occasions. It was also the object of
pride of the angels when they desired to be the vicegerents of Almighty Allah on the

:earth

كَدِمـْحَِب حُِّبسـَُن  نُحَْنوَ  ءَامَِّدـلا  کُفِسـْیَوَ  اهَیِف  دُسـِْفُی  نْمَ  اهَیِف  لُعَجْتَأَ  اوُلاقـَ  هًفَیِلخَ  ضِرْأَْـلا  یِف  لٌعـِاجَ  یِّنإِ  هِکَِئالـَمَْلِل  کَُّبرَ  لَاقـَ  ذْإِوَ 
نَومُلَْعتَ اَل  امَ  مُلَعْأَ  یِّنإِ  لَاقَ  کََل  سُِّدقَُنوَ 

When your Lord said to the angels, “Lo! I am about to place a viceroy

in the earth.” They said, “Will You place therein one who will do harm

therein and will shed blood, while we, we glorify Your praise and sanctify

(You?” He said, “Surely, I know that which you know not.” (2:30

Glorifying Almighty Allah is a universal phenomenon that includes all the beings—a

:fact confirmed by the Holy Qur'an that says

ارًوفُغَ امًیِلحَ  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  مْهُحَیِبسْتَ  نَوهُقَْفتَ  اَل  نْکَِلوَ  هِدِمْحَِب  حُِّبسَُی  اَّلإِ  ءٍیْشَ  نِْم  نْإِوَ  َّنهِیِف  نْمَوَ  ضُرْأَْلاوَ  عُْبَّسلا  تُاوَامََّسلا  هَُل  حُِّبسَُت 

.The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein glorify Him

There is not a thing but glorifies His praise, but you understand not their

(praise. Lo! He is ever Clement, Forgiving. (17:44

The Holy Qur'an has also urged the Holy Prophet (s) and the believers to hymn the
:glory of Almighty Allah

نَیدِجِاَّسلا نَِم  نْکُوَ  کَِّبرَ  دِمْحَِب  حِّْبسَفَ 

Hymn the glory of your Lord, and be of those who make prostration to

(Him. (15:98
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A good number of traditions reveal the merits of Tasbih, (1) such as the following one
(: that is reported in Ibn Idris al-hilli’s book of al-Sara'ir from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a

یلَعَ ُّفخَأَ  هٍمَِلکَ  نِْم  امَ 

.اللهِا نَاحَْبسُ  نِْم : غُلَْبأَ  لاَوَ  نِاسَِّللا 

There in no word lighter on tongues and more eloquent than subhanallah

(All glory is due to Allah).(2)

In his book entitled Thawab al-A`mal, Shaykh al-Saduq has quoted Imam al-Sadiq
:(‘a) as saying

اللهِا نَاحَْبسُ  لَاقَ : نْمَ 

هَُل اللهُا  بَتَکَ  هِدِمْحَِبوَ ، مِیظِعَْلا  اللهِا  نَاحَْبسُ  هِدِمْحَِبوَ 

قَلَخَوَ هٍجَرَدَ ، فِلاَآ  هََثلاََث  هَُل  عَفَرَوَ  هٍنَسَحَ ، فِلاَآ  هََثلاََث 

هِحِیِبسْتَ رُجْأَ  نَاکَوَ  اللهَا  حُِّبسَُی  هَِّنجَْلا  یِف  اًرِئاطَ  اهَْنِم 

.هَُل

Whoever says, ‘subhanallahi wabihamdihi subhanallahi al`azimi

wabihamdihi (All glory is due to Allah and in praise of Him. All glory be

to Allah, the All-great, and in praise of Him),’ Almighty Allah will record

for him three thousand rewards, raise him three thousand ranks, and create

from these words a bird in Paradise that hymns the glory of Almighty Allah

(while the rewards of its hymns will be recorded for him.(3

Takbir . 6
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(. The statement of Takbir is Allahu-akbar (Allah is the Most Great

Takbir has been mentioned in the Holy Qur'an on many occasions, such as in the
:following verses

p: 218

.Refer to Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:393, S. 16 - - 1
.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:397, H. 11 - - 2

.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:396, H. 9 - - 3
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رُِّثَّدمُْلا اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

رْذِْنأَفَ مُْق 

رِّْبکَفَ کََّبرَوَ 

.O you enveloped in your cloak, arise and warn, and your Lord magnify

(74:1-3)

نَورُکُشْتَ مْکَُّلعََلوَ  مْکُادَهَ  امَ  یلَعَ  هََّللا  اورُِّبکَُتِلوَ  هََّدعِْلا  اوُلمِکُْتِلوَ 

He desires that you should complete the period and that you should

(magnify Allah for having guided you, that perhaps you may be thankful. (2:185

ارًیِبکْتَ هُرِّْبکَوَ  ِّلُّذلا  نَِم  ٌّیِلوَ  هَُل  نْکُیَ  مَْلوَ  کِْلمُْلا  یِف  کٌیرِشَ  هَُل  نْکُیَ  مَْلوَ  ادًَلوَ  ذْخَِّتیَ  مَْل  يذَِّلا  هَِّلِل  دُمْحَْلا  لُِقوَ 

Say: Praise be to Allah Who has not taken to Himself a son and Who has

no partner in the sovereignty nor has He any protecting friend through

(dependence. Magnify Him with all magnificence. (17:111

Takbir is another motto of Muslims, because it is repeated by them in the adhan and
iqamah several times. It is also the commencing statement of the ritual prayers.

.Actually, a prayer starts when the Takbir statement is pronounced

Likewise, this statement is the point of moving from one ritual part of a prayer to
.another

About the merits of this statement, some traditions attach it to the merits of Tahlil.
They thus hold that nothing is more favorable to Almighty Allah than Tahlil and Takbir.
Others hold that Paradise is the price of stating this statement, which also erases

(sins.(1

It is also one of the four statements of glorification (al-Tasbihat al-Arba`ah) familiarly

known for their great merits and rewards.(2) This statement of glorification can
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p: 219

.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:431, S. 24 - - 1
Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:399, S. 24. In this reference book, - - 2
the following validly reported tradition is cited: Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have
said: One day, the poor came to the Holy Prophet (s) and complained, “O Allah’s
Messenger, the rich have the (financial) ability to manumit slaves, while we do not;
have the ability to go on hajj, while we do not; have the ability to give alms, while we
do not; and, have the ability to participate in jihad, while we do not.” The Holy Prophet
(s) instructed them, “He who repeats the Takbir statement one hundred times will
have a better reward than that of manumitting one hundred slaves. He who repeats
the Tasbih statement one hundred times will have a reward better than that of
sacrificing one hundred camels as offerings (to the Holy Ka`bah). He who repeats the
Tahmid statement one hundred times will have a better reward than that of offering
one hundred horses, along with their saddles and riddles, for the warriors for the sake
of Almighty Allah. He who repeats the Tahlil statement one hundred times will win the
best reward of all those who practice devotional acts on that day except those who
repeat the same statement more than one hundred times.” When the rich were
informed of this instruction, they applied these instructions to themselves. The poor
then came to the Holy Prophet (s) and informed him about it. He commented, “This is
the favor of Allah which He gives to whom He wishes.” There are similar traditions in
Section: 18 of the same reference book. Apparently, these Four Statements of
Glorification are the best of all statements of dhikr because they include the most

familiar four formulas of dhikr and because they replace the best chapter of the Holy
Qur'an (Surah al-Fatihah) in the last two units of the four-unit ritual prayers. Besides,

.many merits have been reported for these statements
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.substitute Surah al-Fatihah in the last two units of the four-unit obligatory prayer

p: 220
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hawqalah . 7

The hawqalah statement is La hawla wa la quwwata illa billah (There is neither might

(. nor power save with Allah

A reference to this statement has been made in the Holy Qur'an, more specifically in
:the following verse

هَِّللاِب اَّلإِ  هََّوُق  اَل  هَُّللا  ءَاشَ  امَ  تَْلُق  کَتََّنجَ  تَْلخَدَ  ذْإِ  اَلوَْلوَ 

If only, when you entered your garden, you had said, “That which Allah

(wills will come to pass! There is no strength save in Allah!” (18:39

Many traditions confirm that repeating this statement, which is a sort of verbal dhikr,
brings about great rewards and wards off distress, grief, obsession, and poverty.
According to other traditions, it is one of the paradisiacal treasures. To pronounce this
statement, according to other traditions, overthrows sins and makes one as free of

(sins as the day on which his mother gave birth to him.(1

Mashi'ah . 8

The most familiar statement of Mashi'ah is Ma sha'allah (Only that which Allah wills
shall come to pass). This statement has been mentioned in the Holy Qur'an, Surah al-

.Kahf (No. 18) Verse No. 39

In the famous discussion of supplications, we have cited the great reward of this
statement, which expresses surrender to the Divine Will. It has been also cited in

.some timed litanies, especially within the devotional rites of the month of Rajab

p: 221

.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:424, S. 23 - - 1
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`Istirja . 9

The statement of Istirja` is to say Inna lillahi wa-inna ilayhi raji`un (We are Allah’s
and to Him shall we return). This sort of dhikr is said in situations of misfortune,

:according to the instruction of the Holy Qur'an that states

نَوعُجِارَ هِْیَلإِ  اَّنإِوَ  هَِّلِل  اَّنإِ  اوُلاقَ  هٌبَیصُِم  مْهُْتَباصَأَ  اذَإِ  نَیذَِّلا 

نَودُتَهْمُْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوأُوَ  هٌمَحْرَوَ  مْهِِّبرَ  نِْم  تٌاوَلَصَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  کَِئَلوأُ 

When a misfortune befalls them, they say, “We are Allah’s and to Him

shall we return. Those are they on whom are blessings and mercy from their

(Lord and those are the followers of the right course. (2:156-157

:This statement has been explained by Imam `Ali (‘a) in the following tradition

As a consolation on the death of `Abd al-Rahman, al-Ash`ath’s brother, Imam `Ali
:(‘a) said to him

If you show impatience, then you are carrying out your duty towards `Abd al-
Rahman. However, if you show patience, then you are carrying out your duty towards
God. In any case, if you show patience, you will suffer the matter while you are
praised, and if you show impatience, you will suffer the same matter without being

.praised

:Al-Ash`ath said, “We are Allah’s and to Him shall we return.” Imam `Ali (‘a) asked

?Do you know the interpretation of your saying

.” Al-Ash`ath replied, “You are surely the utmost and best of knowledge

:The Imam (‘a) explained

اَّنإِ اللهِ، کَُلوْقَ : اَّمأَ 
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هِْیَلإِ اَّنإِوَ  کَُلوْقَ : اَّمأَوَ  کِْلمُْلاِب ، کَْنِم  رٌارَْقإِفَ 

.كِلاَهَْلاِب کَْنِم  رٌارَْقإِفَ  نَوعُجِارَ ،

Your saying, ‘We are Allah’s,’ is a confession of Allah’s possession of

all things, while your saying, ‘To Him we will return,’ is a confession of

(your eventual death.(1

p: 222

.Ibn Shu`bah al-harrani, Tuhaf al-`Uqul, pp. 209 - - 1
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About the significance and reward of repeating this statement, the Holy Prophet (s) is
reported to have described it as a feature that keeps man in the circle of divine

(superior illumination.(1

From some traditions, we can conclude that the Istirja` statement is one of the divine
gifts given to the Muslim nation exclusively. In the famous book of tafsir ascribed to
`Ali ibn Ibrahim, it is reported that when Imam a-Sadiq (‘a) was asked about the
scope of Prophet Jacob’s grief for the loss of his son, Prophet Joseph (‘a), the Imam

:(‘a) answered

He grieved for his son the grief of seventy mothers for losing their sons. Jacob did not
(know the Istirja`; therefore, he said, “O my sorrow for Joseph!”(2

Revealed by the aforesaid holy verse as well as many traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a),
:the Istirja` statement has many advantages, some of which are listed hereinafter

Blessings, mercy, and guidance to the truth by Almighty Allah - 

Forgiveness of sins - 

(Rewards when repeated in misfortunes and while remembering them(3 - 

p: 223

.Al-huwayzi, Nur al-Thaqalayn 1:144, H. 451 - - 1

.Al-huwayzi, Nur al-Thaqalayn 1:144, H. 456 - - 2
.Al-huwayzi, Nur al-Thaqalayn 1:144, H. 453, 454, and 458 - - 3
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Istighfār

Point

Istighfar (imploration for forgiveness) has been repeated in the Holy Qur'an for
:various purposes

On some occasions, the Holy Qur'an, encouraging people to implore Almighty Allah . 1
:for forgiveness, demonstrates the material and moral outcomes and advantages

هُلَضْفَ لٍضْفَ  يذِ  َّلکُ  تِؤُْیوَ  یمسَُم  لٍجَأَ  یَلإِ  انًسَحَ  اعًاتَمَ  مْکُْعِّتمَُی  هِْیَلإِ  اوُبوُت  َّمُث  مْکَُّبرَ  اورُفِْغتَسْا  نِأَوَ 

Ask forgiveness of your Lord, then turn to Him; He will provide you

with a goodly provision for an appointed term and bestow His grace on every

(one endowed with grace. (11:3

مْکُِتَّوُق یَلإِ  هًَّوُق  مْکُدْزِیَوَ  ارًارَدِْم  مْکُْیلَعَ  ءَامََّسلا  لِسِرُْی  هِْیَلإِ  اوُبوُت  َّمُث  مْکَُّبرَ  اورُفِْغتَسْا  مِوْقَ  ایَوَ 

O my people, ask forgiveness of your Lord, then turn to Him; He will

send on you clouds pouring down abundance of rain and add strength to your

(strength. (11:52

On other occasions, the Holy Qur'an shows the imploration for forgiveness in the . 2
:form of supplicatory prayers said by the righteous people

مٌیحِرَ فٌوءُرَ  کََّنإِ  انََّبرَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلِل  الغِ  انَِبوُلُق  یِف  لْعَجْتَ  اَلوَ  نِامَیإِْلاِب  اَنوقُبَسَ  نَیذَِّلا  انَِناوَخْإِِلوَ  انََل  رْفِغْا  انََّبرَ 

,Our Lord, forgive us

and those of our brethren who preceded us in faith, and do not allow any

,spite to remain in our hearts towards those who believe, our Lord! Surely

(You are Kind, Merciful. (59:10
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On other occasions, it confirms that there are always opportunities to repent and . 3
:implore forgiveness under all circumstances

مُیحَِّرلا رُوفُغَْلا  وَهُ  هَُّنإِ  اعًیمِجَ  بَوُنُّذلا  رُفِْغیَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  هَِّللا  هِمَحْرَ  نِْم  اوطُنَْقتَ  اَل  مْهِسِفُْنأَ  یلَعَ  اوُفرَسْأَ  نَیذَِّلا  يَدِابَعِ  ایَ  لُْق 

O my servants who have acted extravagantly against their own souls, do

not despair of the mercy of Allah. Surely, Allah forgives the faults

(altogether. Surely, He is the Forgiving, the Merciful. (39:53

p: 224
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On other occasions, it expresses the reasons for forgiveness and the methods of . 4
.gaining it

مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَُّللاوَ  مْکَُبوُنذُ  مْکَُل  رْفِْغیَوَ  هَُّللا  مُکُْبِبحُْی  یِنوعُِبَّتافَ  هََّللا  نَوُّبحُِت  مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  لُْق 

If you love Allah, then follow me (so that) Allah will love you and

(forgive you your faults. Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. (3:31

مِیظِعَْلا لِضْفَْلا  وذُ  هَُّللاوَ  مْکَُل  رْفِْغیَوَ  مْکُِتائَِّیسَ  مْکُْنعَ  رِّْفکَُیوَ  اًناقَرُْف  مْکَُل  لْعَجْیَ  هََّللا  اوقَُّتتَ  نْإِ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O you who believe, if you are careful of your duty to Allah, He will

grant you a distinction, do away with your evils, and forgive you. Allah is

(the Lord of mighty grace. (8:29

On other occasions, it shows how the respite of forgiveness ends and how the doors . 5
:to it are locked

مْهَُل هَُّللا  رَفِْغیَ  نْلَفَ  رٌاَّفکُ  مْهُوَ  اوُتامَ  َّمُث  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  نْعَ  اوُّدصَوَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ 

Surely, those who disbelieve and turn away from Allah's way, then they

(die while they are unbelievers, Allah will by no means forgive them. (47:34

الًیِبسَ مْهُیَدِهْیَِل  اَلوَ  مْهَُل  رَفِْغیَِل  هَُّللا  نِکُیَ  مَْل  ارًْفکُ  اودُادَزْا  َّمُث  اورُفَکَ  َّمُث  اوُنمَآ  َّمُث  اورُفَکَ  َّمُث  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ 

Surely, as for those who believe then disbelieve, again believe and

again disbelieve, then increase in disbelief, Allah will not forgive them nor

(guide them on the right path. (4:137

:On other occasions, it shows the way for forgiveness . 6

مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَُّللاوَ  مْکَُل  رْفِْغیَوَ  هِِب  نَوشُمْتَ  ارًوُن  مْکَُل  لْعَجْیَوَ  هِِتمَحْرَ  نِْم  نِْیلَْفکِ  مْکُِتؤُْی  هِِلوسُرَِب  اوُنِمآوَ  هََّللا  اوقَُّتا  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O you who believe, be careful of your duty to Allah and believe in His
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Messenger: He will give you two portions of His mercy, make for you a light

(with which you will walk, and forgive you. Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. (57:28

p: 225
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مْهُوَ اوُلعَفَ  امَ  یلَعَ  اوُّرصـُِی  مَْلوَ  هَُّللا  اَّلإِ  بَوُنُّذلا  رُفِْغیَ  نْمَوَ  مْهِِبوُنذُِـل  اورُفَْغتَسـْافَ  هََّللا  اورُکَذَ  مْهُسـَفُْنأَ  اومُلَظَ  وْأَ  هًشَحِافَ  اوُلعَفَ  اذَإِ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 
نَومُلَْعیَ

Those who, when they commit an indecency or do injustice to their

souls, remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their faults—and who forgives

the faults but Allah, and who do not knowingly persist in what they have

(done. (3:135

Concerning the merits and outcomes of implorations for forgiveness, many traditions
.have been reported

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

.ءِاعَُّدلا رُْیخَ  رُافَْغِتسْلإِا 

(Imploration for forgiveness is the best of supplications.(1

:The Holy Prophet (s) is also reported to have said

أِدَصَکَ أًدَصَ  بِوُلقُْلِل  َّنإِ 

.رِافَْغِتسْلإاِب اهَوُلجْافَ  سِاحَُّنلا ،

Hearts rust just like the rusting of copper. You should therefore

(polish them by means of imploring for forgiveness.(2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 226

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:504, H. 1 - - 1
.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 74:127, H. 8 - - ` 2
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رَثَکْأَ اذَإِ 

.لأُلأْتَتَ یَهِوَ  هُُتفَیحِصَ  تْعَِفرُ  رِافَْغِتسْلإا  نَِم  دُْبعَْلا 

When a servant (of Allah) implores Him for

(forgiveness repeatedly, his record of deeds will be elevated, shining.(1

Imploring for Allah’s forgiveness is obligatory, since it expresses repentance and
(turning to Him from the committed sins.(2

Repentance before Almighty Allah, which is another variety of istighfar, is a divinely
commissioned duty. In view of that, to neglect repenting before Him is considered an
act of disobedience to Him or a graver sin that may turn all the other insignificant sins

.into grave ones

p: 227

.Al-Tabrisi, Mishkat al-Anwar, pp. 200 - - 1
The sins that are committed or felt and then forgiveness of Almighty Allah for - - 2
them is implored differ in ranks and levels. Some sins may be grave or may entail
ascription of partners to Almighty Allah, false worship, or polytheism, be it covert or
open. It is therefore required to turn to Almighty Allah from such grave sins. Other sins
may be insignificant that are expressed by the Holy Qur'an as small faults or unwilled
offenses. Other sins may issue from inadvertence, oblivion, or negligence of the
better of two choices. A truly pure and righteous servant may feel that he has
committed misconduct or a sin due to such oblivion or negligence. Other sins may be a
failure to do what ought to be done towards Almighty Allah, such as failure to thank
Him for a grace, to carry out a duty, to undertake a mission, to help a pauper as it
should be, to stand by a brother-in-faith, to show affection to a believer, or to avoid a
discommended matter. Although some of these acts are not regarded as sins in the
jurisprudential concept, they require asking forgiveness for them, especially by

.individuals of high ranks of self-perfection
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:A tradition reads

رِارَصْلإِا عَمَ  هَرَیغِصَ  لاَ 

.رِافَْغِتسْلإا عَمَ  هَرَیِبکَ  لاَوَ 

An insignificant fault that is committed persistently no longer remains

insignificant, and a grave sin for which forgiveness is implored does not

(remain grave.(1

Explaining the meaning of this tradition, other traditions have interpreted persistence
(on insignificant sins into negligence of repentance and imploration for forgiveness.(2

Imam al-Sadiq, on the authority of Imam al-Baqir, has quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as
:saying

نَاکَ هِیِف  َّنکُ  نْمَ  عٌَبرْأَ 

نْأَ لاَ هُدَاهَشَ  هِرِْمأَ  هَمَصْعِ  نَاکَ  نْمَ  مِظَعْلأَا : اللهِا  رِوُن  یِف 

هُْتَباصَأَ اذَإِ  نْمَوَ  اللهِا ، لُوسُرَ  یِّنأَوَ  اللهُا  َّلاإِ  هََلإِ 

اذَإِ نْمَوَ  نَوعُجِارَ ، هِْیَلإِ  اَّنإِوَ  اَّنإِ اللهِ  لَاقَ : هٌبَیصُِم 

اذَإِ نْمَوَ  نَیمَِلاعَْلا ، ِّبرَ  دُمْحَْلا اللهِ  لَاقَ : اًرْیخَ  بَاصَأَ 

.هِْیَلإِ بُوُتأَوَ  اللهَا  رُفِْغتَسْأَ  لَاقَ : هًئَیطِخَ  بَاصَأَ 

He who possesses the following four qualities will enjoy the brightest

illumination by Allah: (1) belief that there is no god but Allah and Muhammad

is His Messenger, (2) in misfortune saying, ‘We are Allah’s and to Him shall

we return’, (3) in situations of welfare saying, ‘All praise be to Allah the

Lord of the Worlds’, and (4) after committing sins saying, ‘I implore Allah
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(for forgiveness and to Him do I repent’.(3

According to another validly reported tradition, Mu`awiyah ibn Wahab is reported to
:have heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

p: 228
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هًَبوْتَ دُْبعَْلا  بَاتَ  اذَإِ 

.هِرَخِلآاوَ ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  هِْیلَعَ  رَتَسَفَ  اللهُا  هَُّبحَأَ  اًحوصَُن 

,If one repents truly, Almighty Allah will then love him. As a result

.He will cover up his sins in the world and the Hereafter

.How does Almighty Allah cover up sins?” he was asked“

:The Imam (‘a) answered

ابَتَکَ امَ  هِْیکَلَمَ  یسِْنُی 

هِْیلَعَ یمُِتکْإ  هِحِرِاوَجَ : یَلإِ  یحِوُیوَ  بِوُنُّذلا ، نَِم  هِْیلَعَ 

لُمَْعیَ نَاکَ  امَ  یمُِتکْإ  ضِرْلأَا : عِاقَِب  یَلإِ  یحِوُیوَ  .هَُبوُنذُ 

ءٌیْشَ سَْیَلوَ  هُاقَْلیَ  نَیحِ  اللهَا  یقَْلیَفَ  .بِوُنُّذلا  نَِم  کِْیلَعَ 

.بِوُنُّذلا نَِم  ءٍیْشَِب  هِْیلَعَ  دُهَشْیَ 

He will make his two guardian angels forget whatever they have recorded

regarding his sins. He will order his limbs to screen whatever sins he has

done with them, and He will conceal the places on the earth where the sins

where committed. Thus, when he goes to meet his Lord in the Hereafter, there will

(be no evidence remaining of his sins.(1

True repentance has been defined in traditions as the interior becoming the same or
(even better than the exterior.(2

:About the significance of imploring for forgiveness, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

Almighty Allah will certainly forgive any believer who commits forty grave sins every
day and night but then truly regrets what he did and prays to Him for forgiveness
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:through the following imploration
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هََّللا رُفِْغتَسْاَ 

تِاوَامََّسلا عُیدَِب  مُوُّْیقَْلا  ُّیحَْلا  وَهُ  َّلاَإِ  هَلإِ  يذَِّلا لاَ 

یلَعَ یَِّلصَُی  نْاَ  هُُلئََسْاَوَ  مِارَکْلإِاوَ  لِلاَجَْلا  وذُ  ضِرْلاَاوَ 

.َّیلَعَ بَوُتیَ  نْاَوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  لِآوَ  دٍَّمحَُم 

I pray for the forgiveness of Allah save Whom

there is no god; the Ever-living, the Self-Subsisting, the wonderful

;Originator of the heavens and the earth, and the Lord of Majesty and Honor

and I beseech Him to send blessings upon Muhammad and the Household of

(Muhammad and to accept my repentance.(1

(According to other traditions, imploring for forgiveness is one of the pillars of faith.(2

The Limit of Asking for Forgiveness

In their traditions, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have diagnosed the limit of asking for
forgiveness (istighfar), demonstrating that such entreaties must be sincere,
originating from the heart and the sentiment, and associated with remorse for having

.committed the sin involved and determination not to do it ever again

In this respect, the following dialogue between Kumayl ibn Ziyad and al-Imam `Ali (‘a)
:is reported in the book of Tuhaf al-`Uqul

Kumayl asked, “It happens that a servant (of God) commits a sin then implores the
?” Lord for forgiveness. What is the limit of such entreaties

.” Imam `Ali (‘a) answered, “It is repentance, son of Ziyad

.Only this?” wondered Kumayl“
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(. No,” answered Imam `Ali (‘a“

.How is it then?” asked Kumayl“

The Imam (‘a) answered, “When a servant commits a sin, he should implore

.” forgiveness through action

.What is that action?” asked Kumayl“

The Imam answered, “It is the movement of the two lips and the tongue, and he
.” should attach truth to that movement

.What is that truth?” asked Kumayl“

It is certification of the heart and determination not to commit the sin for which he“
(. repented ever again,” answered the Imam (‘a

.If I do so, will I be regarded as a repentant?” asked Kumayl“

.No,” answered the Imam“

.How is that?” wondered Kumayl“

(. This is because you have not attained the origin yet,” explained the Imam (‘a“

.What is the origin of imploration for God’s forgiveness, then?” asked Kumayl“

The Imam (‘a) replied, “The origin of imploring forgiveness is to turn to repentance for
the sin from which you have implored Allah’s forgiveness. This is the first grade of the
true worshippers. The abandonment of sins and the imploration for forgiveness have

:six indications

First: to feel sorry for the past deed

Second: to determine not to commit that sin ever again

Third: to fulfill the duties obligatory upon you towards other creatures
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Fourth: to fulfill your duty towards Almighty Allah in every obligatory matter
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Fifth: to dissolve the flesh, which was composed due to forbidden and illegally gotten
.things until the skin touches the bones. Only then may you start to build new flesh

Sixth: to make your body suffer the pains of obedience to Almighty Allah just as you
(have made it taste the pleasures of acts of disobedience to Him.(1

Hastening to Implore for Forgiveness

To implore for forgiveness, it is necessary to do it as immediately as possible without
:any delay. Referring to this matter, the Holy Qur'an says

مْهِِبوُنذُِل اورُفَْغتَسْافَ  هََّللا  اورُکَذَ  مْهُسَفُْنأَ  اومُلَظَ  وْأَ  هًشَحِافَ  اوُلعَفَ  اذَإِ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

When they commit an indecency or do injustice to their souls, they

(remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their faults. (3:135

:This matter has been also emphasized in many traditions

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

Whoever commits a sin will be granted a delay of seven hours before his sin is
recorded. If he says the following (formula of) imploration for forgiveness three times,

:the sin will not be recorded against him

I

implore forgiveness of Allah; there is no god save Him, the Ever-living and

(Self-Subsisting; and to Him do I turn in repentance.(2

.هِْیَلإِ بُوُتاوَ  مُوُّیقَْل�  ُّیحَْل�  وَهُ  َّلاإِ  هَلإِ  يذَِّل� لاَ  هََّلل�  رُفِْغتَسْا 
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According to another validly reported tradition, Zurarah reports that he heard Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

بََنذْأَ اذَإِ  دَْبعَْلا  َّنإِ 

مَْل اللهَا  رَفَْغتَسْإ  نِإِفَ  لِْیَّللا ، یَلإَ  هٍوَدْغَ  نِْم  لَِّجأُ  اًبْنذَ 

.هِْیلَعَ بْتَکُْت 

When a servant (of Allah) commits a sin, he is granted a delay from morning

to evening. If he implores forgiveness of Almighty Allah, the sin will not be

(recorded against him.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

When this verse was revealed, “When they commit an indecency or do injustice to
their souls, they remember Allah and ask forgiveness for their faults, (3:135)” Satan
(Iblis) went up a mountain in Makkah called Thawr and cried out in a loud voice at his
diabolic fellows. When they thronged together, he said to them, “This verse has been
revealed. Which one of you will take the mission of facing it?” A devil stood up and
said, “I will. I can do so-and-so.” “No,” said Satan, “you cannot.” Another devil stood up
and made the same suggestion, but Satan again rejected the suggestion. Then, the
sneaking whisperer stood up and said, “I can perform this mission.” “What are your
means?” asked Satan. The devil said, “I will give them promises and excite vain
desires in them until they commit wrongdoings. When they do, I will make them forget
to ask for forgiveness.” “You are given this mission,” said Satan. Since then, Satan

(entrusted this mission with this devil up to the Day of Resurrection.(2

:Sufyan ibn al-Simt is reported to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying
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َّزعَ اللهُا  دَارَأَ  اذَإِ 

هٍمَْقِنِب هُعَبَْتأَ  اًبْنذَ  بََنذْأَفَ  اًرْیخَ  دٍْبعَِب  َّلجَوَ 

دٍْبعَِب َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  داَرَأَ  اذَإِوَ  رَافَْغِتسْلإا ، هُرُِّکذَُیوَ 

رَافَْغِتسْلإا هُیَسِْنُیفَ  هٍمَْعِنِب  هُعَبَْتأَ  اًبْنذَ  بََنذْأَفَ  اًرّشَ 

ک ک ک گ گ} : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  لُوْقَ  وَهُوَ  هِِب ، يدَامَتَیَوَ 

.یصِاعَمَْلا دَْنعِ  مِعَِّنلاِب 

When Almighty Allah intends good for one of His

servants who has committed a sin, He inflicts him with a chastisement and

then reminds him to implore for forgiveness. However, if He intends evil to

someone who has committed a sin, He grants him a grace after the sin and

makes him forget to ask for forgiveness and persist in committing sins. This

is the meaning of Almighty Allah’s saying, “We will lead them on by degrees

from whence they know not. (7:182)” Thus, Almighty Allah will lead them on to

(graces whereby they continue to commit acts of disobedience to Him.(1

The most favorable entreaty for forgiveness is that which is attached to confession of
.having committed the sin and mentioning it either by name or generally

:Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

بِْنَّذلا نَِم  وجُْنیَ  امَ  اللهِاوَ 

.هِِب َّرقَأَ  نْمَ  َّلاإِ 

By Allah I swear that none shall be redeemed from the consequences of a
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.committed sin except he who confesses it

.هًَبوْتَ مِدََّنلاِب  یفَکَ 

(Remorse is sufficient repentance.(2
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امَ اللهِاوَ ، لاَ 

هَُل اوُّرقُِی  نْأَ  نِْیتَلَصْخِ : َّلاإِ  سِاَّنلا  نَِم  اللهُا  دَارَأَ 

.مْهَُل اهَرَفِْغیَفَ  بِوُنُّذلاِبوَ  مْهُدَیزِیَفَ ، مِعَِّنلاِب 

By Allah I swear that He does not want from

people more than the following two features: they should acknowledge His

favors upon them so that He might increase these favors for them, and they

(should confess having committed sins so that He might forgive them.(1

Sinning is considered rebellion against Almighty Allah and violation of obedience and
servitude to Him; therefore, a sin that is committed openly results in immediate and
harsher punishment while a sin that is committed covertly out of shame before
Almighty Allah is a sort of weakness to defy one’s desires and instincts. At the same

time, it expresses a hidden feeling in the inner self indicating fear of Almighty Allah
.and inclination towards turning to Him and begging Him for forgiveness

In this connection, Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (s)
:as saying

هِنَسَحَْلاِب رُِتتَسْمُْلا 

، لٌوذُخْمَ هِئَِّیَّسلاِب  عُیذِمُْلاوَ  هًنَسَحَ ، نَیعِْبسَ  لُدِْعیَ 

.هَُل رٌوفُْغمَ  هِئَِّیَّسلاِب  رُِتتَسْمُْلاوَ 

He who conceals a good deed that he has done will be given seventy

rewards. He who commits a sin openly will be disappointed. He who conceals a

(sin that he has committed will be forgiven.(2

The abovementioned discussion demonstrates obviously the significance of appeals
for forgiveness which, in addition to the removal of punishments for sins or
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preventing their documentation, represent one of the pillars of faith and perfection in
.human progression
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As previously shown, to repeat statements of imploration for forgiveness must be
accompanied by a cordial and sentimental feeling because such statements must

.reflect true repentance

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

The Messenger of Allah (s) used to repeat the statement imploring Almighty Allah for
forgiveness seventy times a day and the statement of declaring repentance to Him

.seventy times a day, also

When he was asked about the very statements the Holy Prophet (s) used to repeat,
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) answered

He used to say ‘astaghfirullah’ seventy times a day and ‘atubu-ilallah’ seventy times,
(too.(1
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Invocations Of Blessings

Point

The divine command of invoking Almighty Allah’s blessings upon the Holy Prophet (s)
:has been declared in the Holy Qur'an

امًیِلسْتَ اومُِّلسَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اوُّلصَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ  ِّیِبَّنلا  یلَعَ  نَوُّلصَُی  هُتَکَِئالَمَوَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ 

Lo! Allah and His angels shower blessings on the Prophet. O you who

(believe, invoke blessings on him and salute him with a worthy salutation. (33:56

To invoke blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household is one of the religious
duties acknowledged by all Muslims. They consensually believe that the daily
obligatory prayers are not accepted unless an invocation of blessings upon the Holy
Prophet and his Household is mentioned therein. This invocation is, thus, one of the

.obligatory parts of the ritual tashahhud of prayers

Let us now refer to some traditions that demonstrate the merits, effects, gains, and
method of invoking Allah’s blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household along
with the laws appertaining to mentioning the Holy Prophet (s) and agreed upon by
almost all Muslims. However, the followers of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) take special interest
in this matter and follow it so persistently that it has become one of the features that

.distinguish them from the others

About the merits of invocations of blessings, many traditions have been reported.
Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has reported Imam

:al-Baqir or Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying
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نَِم لُقَْثأَ  ءٌیْشَ  نِازَیمِْلا  یِف  امَ 

عُضَوُتَل لَجَُّرلا  َّنإِوَ  .دٍَّمحَُم  لِآوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  یلَعَ  هِلاََّصلا 

هِْیلَعَ هَلاََّصلا  جُرِخُْیفَ  هِِب  لُیمِیَفَ  نِازَیمِْلا  یِف  هُُلامَعْأَ 

.هِِب حُجُرْیَفَ  هِِنازَیِم  یِف  اهَعُضَیَفَ 

Nothing in the scale of one’s deeds is heavier

than the invocations of blessings upon the Prophet and his Household. When

the deeds of someone are put in the Balance, the scale of bad deeds may

outweigh the scale of good deeds. However, when the invocations of blessings

said by this person) are added to the scale of good deeds, only then will)

(this scale outweigh the other scale of bad deeds.(1

This fact has been reported in other traditions with various styles and explanations.
:For instance, the Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

مَوْیَ نِازَیمِْلا  دَْنعِ  اَنأَ 

تُْئجِ هِِتانَسَحَ  یلَعَ  هُُتائَِّیسَ  تْلَقَُث  نْمَفَ  هِمَایَقِْلا ،

.هِِتانَسَحَ اهَِب  لَقِْثأُ  یَّتحَ  َّیلَعَ  هِلاََّصلاِب 

I will be standing at the Balance on the Day of Resurrection. When I

notice that the scale of bad deeds of someone outweighs the other scale, I

will then add his invocations of blessings upon me to the scale of his good

.deeds so that it will outweigh the other scale

یَسَِن نْمَوَ  َّیلَعَ ، یَّلصَ  نْمَ  رَاَّنلا  جَِلیَ  نَْل 
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.هَِّنجَْلا قَیرِطَ  أَطَخْأَ  دْقَفَ  َّیلَعَ  هَلاََّصلا 

He that invokes blessings upon me will not be sent to Hellfire, but he

.that forgets to invoke blessings upon me will lose the way to heaven

َّنإِ

.رَیِبکَّْتلاوَ لَیِلهَّْتلاوَ  حَیِبسَّْتلا  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  دَْنعِ  لُدِْعتَ  هَلاََّصلا 

In the sight of

,Almighty Allah, invocation of blessings is equal to the statements of Tasbih

(Tahlil, and Takbir.(2
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Gains of Invocations of Blessings upon the Prophet and his Household

The following points demonstrate the gains that are obtained from invoking Allah’s
.blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household

:Invocations of blessings efface wrongdoings and demolish sins - 

:In Thawab al-A`mal, Shaykh al-Saduq has quoted Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

یلَعَ هُلاََّصلا 

ءِامَْلا نَِم  ایَاطَخَْلِل  قُحَْمأَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ِّیِبَّنلا 

.رِاَّنلِل

Invoking blessings upon the Prophet extinguishes wrongdoings in a way

(more effective than when water is used to extinguish fire.(1

In `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza and al-Amali, Shaykh al-Saduq has quoted Imam al-Riza (‘a)
:as saying

یَّلصَ ِّیِبَّنلا  یلع  هلاصلا  نإ 

.اًمدْهَ بَوُنُّذلا  مُدِهْتَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

(Surely, invoking blessings upon the Prophet totally demolishes sins.(2

:Invocations of blessings eradicate hypocrisy - 

Shaykh al-Kulayni, through a valid chain of authority, and Shaykh al-Saduq reported
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

اوعُفَرْإِ

.قِافَِّنلاِب بُهَذْتَ  اهََّنإِفَ  َّیلَعَ ، هِلاََّصلاِب  مْکُتَاوَصْأَ 

Raise your voices with
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(invocations of blessings upon me, for this removes hypocrisy.(3
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According to another validly reported tradition, Shaykh al-Kulayni reports the Holy
:Prophet (s) as saying

لِهْأَ یلَعَوَ  َّیلَعَ  هُلاََّصلا 

.قِافَِّنلاِب بُهَذْتَ  یِتْیَب 

(Invocations of blessings upon me and my Household remove hypocrisy.(1

:Invocations of blessings upon the Holy Prophet (s) lead to his intercession - 

:In his instructive will to Imam `Ali (‘a), the Holy Prophet (s) said

َّیلَعَ یَّلصَ  نْمَ  ُّیِلعَ ، ایَ 

نِْم نَاکَ  وَْلوَ  یِتعَافَشَ  هَُل  تْبَجَوَ  هٍلَْیَل  َّلکُ  وْأَ  مٍوْیَ  َّلکُ 

.رِِئابَکَْلا لِهْأَ 

O `Ali, my intercession will be bindingly attainable for him who

invokes blessings upon me every day or every night, even if he has committed

(grave sins.(2

:Invocations of blessings cause Divine Mercy to descend upon the invoker - 

Many traditions have confirmed this fact. Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, reported Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

یَّلصَ ُّیِبَّنلا  رَکِذُ  اذَإِ 

نْمَ هَُّنإِفَ  هِْیلَعَ ; هَلاََّصلا  اورُِثکْأَفَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

هًدَحِاوَ هًلاَصَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ِّیِبَّنلا  یلَعَ  یَّلصَ 

، هِکَِئلاَمَْلا نَِم  ٍّفصَ  فِْلاَ  یِف  هٍلاَصَ  فَْلاَ  هَْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

دِْبعَْلا یلَعَ  یَّلصَ  َّلاإِ  اللهُا  هُقَلَخَ  اَّمِم  ءٌیْشَ  قَْبیَ  مَْلوَ 
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.هِِتکَِئلاَمَ هِلاَصَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهِا  هِلاَصَِل 

Whenever the Prophet (s) is mentioned, invoke Allah’s blessings upon

him as many times as possible. Verily, whoever invokes blessings upon him only

once, Almighty Allah will send one thousand blessings upon him (i.e. the

invoker) with one thousand rows of angels. As Almighty Allah and His angels

send blessings upon him, every being that is created by Him will invoke His

(blessings upon that invoker.(3
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Invocations of blessings make supplications accessible, please the Lord, and - 
:increase physical powers

In al-Ja`fariyyat, Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as
:saying

هٌزَِّوجَُم َّیلَعَ  مْکُُتلاَصَ 

.مْکُِنادَْبلأَِ هٌاکَزَوَ  مْکُِّبرَِل  هٌاضَرْمَوَ  مْکُِئاعَدُِل 

,Your invocations of blessings upon me make your prayers successful

(give pleasure to your Lord, and improve your bodies.(1

:Method of Invoking Blessings upon the Prophet and his Household - 

It has been confirmed in many traditions that invoking blessings upon the Holy
Prophet (s) should be done according to the same method of invoking blessings upon
the Prophet Abraham (‘a) and his household. Although these traditions have come in
various forms, all of them eventually reveal the same idea. Hereinafter, we will

.mention two of these traditions only

In his book entitled `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza, Shaykh al-Saduq, through a valid chain of
:authority, has reported al-Rayyan ibn al-Salt as saying

Imam al-Riza (‘a) attended a session held by al-Ma'mun, the `Abbasid ruler, in Marw
,in which some of the scholars of Iraq and Khurasan were present. Then
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al-Ma'mun said, “Tell me about the meaning of the following verse…” Imam al-Riza
:(‘a) said

In the seventh verse, God the Exalted says, ‘Allah and His angels send blessings on
the Prophet. O you that believe! send blessings on him and salute him with all respect.’
When this verse was revealed, some people asked, “O Prophet of Allah! We know how
to greet you but how should we send blessings upon you?” The Prophet (s) answered,
“Say: O Allah! Bless Muhammad and Muhammad’s Household in the same way that
You blessed Abraham and Abraham’s Household. You are surely Praiseworthy and

?Glorious.” Can anyone of you disagree with this

The scholars answered, “No.” Al-Ma'mun said, “This is something that no one can
(disagree about and the whole nation agrees upon unanimously…(1

Shaykh Sharaf al-Din al-Najafi, in his book entitled Kanz al-Fawa'id, has reported Ibn
:Abi-Layla, the famous scholar of jurisprudence, as saying

One day, I met Ka`b ibn `Ajzah who said to me, “May I gift you a precious thing? One
day, the Messenger of Allah (s) came out to us and we asked him, ‘You have taught us

?’ how to greet you, but how should we invoke blessings upon you

He (s) answered: “You should say: O Allah, send blessings upon Muhammad and the
Household of Muhammad in the same way that You sent blessings upon Abraham and
the household of Abraham, and send benedictions upon Muhammad and the
Household of Muhammad in the same way that You sent benedictions upon Abraham

and the
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(household of Abraham. Verily, You are Praiseworthy and Glorious.”(1

To add phrases like ali-Muhammad (Muhammad’s Household) and ahli-baytihi (his
family) to the formulas of invoking blessings upon the Holy Prophet has been
emphasized in traditions, which confirm that cutting off this part (from the formula of
invocation) is regarded as an injustice towards the family of the Holy Prophet (s). The

.Holy Prophet (s) described such invocations as being mutilated

In this regard, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, reports Abu’l-Qidah to have quoted Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

Upon hearing him who attached himself to the Holy House saying, “O Allah, send
:blessings upon Muhammad,” my father said to him

O servant of Allah! Do not mutilate it (i.e. the invocation). Do not usurp our right! Say,
(‘O Allah, send blessings upon Muhammad and his Household.’(2

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

هًلاَصَ َّیلَعَ  اوُّلصَُت  لاَ 

َّنإِفَ مْهُوعُطَْقتَ ; لاَوَ  یِتْیَب  لِهْأَ  یَلإِ  اوُلصِ  لَْب  هًرَوُتْبمَ ،

.یِبسََن َّلاإِ  عٌطِقَْنُم  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  بٍبَسَوَ  بٍسََن  َّلکُ 

Do not utter mutilated invocations of blessings upon me; rather, you

should include my Household and not separate them. Verily, all lineages and

(relationships shall be cut off on the Day of Resurrection, except mine.(3

p: 243
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Circumstances of Invocations of Blessings

According to traditions, invocations of blessings upon the Holy Prophet (s) and his
Household are highly recommended in certain situations because of their positive

:effects. The following list includes the most significant of these situations

When supplicating to Almighty Allah for a need, it is highly recommended to begin and
end the supplication with the invocation of blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his

.Household, since this invocation helps achieve a response to the supplication

Invocations of blessings are highly recommended after the daily obligatory prayers as
a formula of post-prayer invocation. As has been previously cited, this invocation is

.obligatory in the tashahhud statement of the obligatory prayers

Invocations of blessings are highly recommended and greatly rewardable on
.Thursday nights, on Fridays, in Ramazan and Sha`ban, and on other occasions

.Invocations of blessings are recommended while uttering any formula of dhikr

In this respect, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported `Abdullah ibn `Abdullah al-Dahqan as
:narrating the following

In one of my visits to Imam al-Riza (‘a), I asked him about the interpretation of
(” Almighty Allah’s saying, “And remembered the name of his Lord, so prayed. (87:15

p: 244
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Does this mean that whenever one remembers the name of his Lord, he should“
.stand up and offer a prayer?” I asked

The Imam (‘a) commented, “He who does so has in fact ascribed an enormity to
!” Almighty Allah

I thus asked, “May Allah accept me as ransom for you! What does the verse mean

?” then

:The Imam (‘a) explained

It means that whenever one mentions the name of his Lord, he should invoke His
(blessings upon Muhammad and his Household.(1

Invocation of blessings upon the Holy Prophet and his Household is highly
.recommended while referring to the prophets

Isa ibn `Ubayd has reported Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar as saying: In the presence of`
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), I mentioned one of the prophets and invoked Almighty Allah’s

:blessings upon him. Instructing me, the Imam (‘a) said

Whenever you mention any of the prophets, you should begin with invoking blessings
upon Prophet Muhammad before you invoke them upon the prophet involved. May

(Allah send blessings upon Muhammad, his Household, and all the prophets.(2

It is highly recommended to conclude any discourse with the invocation of blessings
.upon the Holy Prophet and his Household
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In this respect, Muhammad ibn `Umar ibn Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn al-Bara' al-
Ju`abi has reported that Abu-Muhammad al-hasan ibn `Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn
al-`Abbas al-Razi al-Tamimi said that his master `Ali ibn Musa al-Riza (‘a) told him
that his father Musa ibn Ja`far said that his father Ja`far ibn Muhammad said that his
father Muhammad ibn `Ali said that his father `Ali ibn husayn said that his father
husayn ibn `Ali said that his father `Ali ibn Abi-Talib said that the Messenger of Allah

:(s) said

هِِملاَکَ رَخِآ  نَاکَ  نْمَ 

.هََّنجَْلا لَخَدَ  ٍّیِلعَ  یلَعَوَ  َّیلَعَ  هُلاََّصلا 

He that concludes his discourse with an invocation of Allah’s blessings

(upon me and upon `Ali will be allowed to enter Paradise.(1

When something is forgotten, it is highly recommended to invoke blessings upon the
Holy Prophet and his Household because such invocation causes one’s heart and

.memory to become activated and illumined

Abu-Hashim Dawud ibn Qasim al-Ja`fari has reported on the authority of Imam al-
:Baqir (‘a) that Imam hasan (‘a) once replied to someone, thus

اَّمأَوَ

لِجَُّرلا بَْلقَ  َّنإِفَ  نِایَسِّْنلاوَ  رِکِّْذلا  رِْمأَ  نِْم  تَرْکَذَ  امَ 

کَِلذَ دَْنعِ  لُجَُّرلا  یَّلصَ  نْإِفَ  قٌبَطَ ، ِّقحُْلا  یلَعَوَ  ٍّقحُ  یِف 

قُبََّطلا کَِلذَ  فَشَکَْنإ  هًَّماتَ  هًلاَصَ  دٍَّمحَُم  لِآوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  یلَعَ 

نَاکَ امَ  لُجَُّرلا  رَکَذَوَ  بَْلقَْلا  ءَاضَأَفَ  ِّقحُْلا ، کَِلذَ  نْعَ 

صَقََن وْأَ  دٍَّمحَُم  لِآوَ  دٍَّمحَُم  یلَعَ  ِّلصَُی  مَْل  وَهُ  نْإِفَ  یَسَِن ،

ِّقحُْلا کَِلذَ  یلَعَ  قُبََّطلا  کَِلذَ  قَبَطَْنا  مُهِْیلَعَ  هِلاََّصلا  نَِم 
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.بُْلقَْلا مَلَظْأَفَ 

Regarding what you have

asked about remembering and forgetting, there is an area in man’s heart over

which there is a plate. When a person invokes Almighty Allah’s blessings upon

Muhammad and the Household of Muhammad in a perfect manner, this plate reveals

that area. Then, the heart becomes illuminated and the person remembers what

he has forgotten. However, if he omits the invocation or expresses it

imperfectly, this plate will totally conceal that area. Then, the heart will

(be in darkness…(2

p: 246

.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:491, S. 35, H. 1 - - 1

.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:490, S. 34, H. 1 - - 2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2332 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_246_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 247

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2333 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Conclusion Times and Situations of Dhikr

Point

The verses of the Holy Qur'an show that there is no specified time for remembering

and mentioning Almighty Allah even though the times of morning and evening,
expressed by the Holy Qur'an as bukratan wa-asilan (33:42) or bi’lghadati wal`ashiyyi

.(18:28), are the best times to mention Him

Yet, the verses of the Holy Qur'an and the traditions of the Holy Prophet (s) and the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)(1) encourage remembering and mentioning Almighty Allah and

.demonstrate that such remembrance is not restricted to certain times

:Such absoluteness can be deduced from this holy verse

ارًیِثکَ ارًکْذِ  هََّللا  اورُکُذْا  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

(O you who believe, remember Allah with much remembrance. (33:41

:As far as traditions are concerned, the following tradition supports this fact

:Shaykh al-Kulayni reports Abu’l-Qidah to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

امَ

سَْیلَفَ رَکِّْذلا  َّلاإِ  هِْیَلإِ ، یهِتَْنیَ  ٌّدحَ  هَُلوَ  َّلاإِ  ءٍیْشَ  نِْم 

نْمَفَ ضَِئارَفَْلا  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  ضَرَفَ  .هِْیَلإِ  یهِتَْنیَ  ٌّدحَ  هَُل 

وَهُفَ هُمَاصَ  نْمَفَ  نَاضَمَرَ  رُهْشَوَ  َّنهُُّدحَ ، وَهُفَ  َّنهُاَّدأَ 

َّنإِفَ رَکِّْذلا  َّلاإِ  هُُّدحَ ، وَهُفَ  َّجحَ  نْمَفَ  ُّجحَْلاوَ  هُُّدحَ ،

هَُل لْعَجْیَ  مَْلوَ  لِیِلقَْلاِب  هُْنِم  ضَرْیَ  مَْل  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا 

ارًیِثکَ ارًکْذِ  هََّللا  اورُکُذْا  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ  : } هِْیَلإِ یهِتَْنیَ  اًدّحَ 

اللهُا لِعَجْیَ  مَْل  الًیصِأَوَ } هًرَکُْب  هُوحُِّبسَوَ 
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هِْیلَعَ یِبأَ  نَاکَوَ  .هِْیَلإِ  یهِتَْنیَ  اًدّحَ  هَُل  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ 

هَُّنإِوَ هُعَمَ  یشِْمأَ  تُْنکُ  دْقََل  .رِکِّْذلا  رَیِثکَ  مُلاََّسلا 

، اللهَا رُکُذْیََل  هَُّنإِوَ  مَاعََّطلا  هُعَمَ  لُکُآوَ  اللهَا ، رُکُذْیََل 

، اللهِا رِکْذِ  نْعَ  کَِلذَ  هُُلغَشْیَ  امَوَ  مَوْقَْلا  ثُِّدحَُی  نَاکَ  دْقََلوَ 

َّلاإِ هََلإِ  لاَ  لُوقُیَ : هِکِنَحَِب  اًقزِلاَ  هَُناسَِل  يرَأَ  تُْنکُوَ 

عَُلطْتَ یَّتحَ  رِکِّْذلاِب  اَنرُُمأْیَفَ  انَعُمَجْیَ  نَاکَوَ  اللهُا ،

نَاکَ نْمَوَ  اَّنِم ، أُرَْقیَ  نَاکَ  نْمَ  هِءَارَقِْلاِب  رُُمأْیَوَ  سُمَّْشلا ،

هِیِف أُرَْقُی  يذَِّلا  تُْیبَْلاوَ  .رِکِّْذلاِب  هُرَمَأَ  اَّنِم  أُرَْقیَ  لاَ 

هُُتکَرََب رُُثکْتَ  هِیِف  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  رُکَذُْیوَ  نُآرْقُْلا 

لِهْلأَِ ءُیضُِیوَ  نُیطِایََّشلا  هُرُجُهْتَوَ  هُکَِئلاَمَْلا  هُرُضُحْتَوَ 

َّنإِوَ ضِرْلأَا ، لِهْلأَِ  ُّيِّرُّدلا  بُکَوْکَْلا  ءُیضُِی  امَکَ  ءِامََّسلا 

َّزعَ اللهُا  رُکَذُْی  لاَوَ  نُآرْقُْلا  هِیِف  أُرَْقُی  يذَِّلا لاَ  تَْیبَْلا 

هُرُضُحْتَوَ هُکَِئلاَمَْلا  هُرُجُهْتَوَ  هُُتکَرََب  ُّلقِتَ  هِیِف  َّلجَوَ 

.نُیطِایََّشلا

All things entirely have limits at which they eventually arrive, except

remembering Allah (i.e. dhikr), which is the one and only thing that has no

limit. As for the divine precepts that Almighty Allah has imposed, their

limit is to carry them out properly. Similarly, he who fasts during the month

of Ramazan has in fact arrived at the limit of the precept of fasting and he

who performs the hajj Pilgrimage arrives at its limit. Exclusive is the
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remembrance of Allah, Who does not accept stopping at a small amount and has

not settled any limit at which one may stop. (He thus says) “O you who

.believe, remember Allah with much remembrance and glorify Him early and late

Thus, Allah, the Glorified and Majestic, has not decided any (” 33:41-42)

.limit for remembering Him. My father used to remember Allah most frequently

Whenever I accompanied him on a walk, he remembered Allah. Whenever I ate

with him, he remembered Allah. Although he was talking to others, this would

never distract him from remembering Allah. I used to see his tongue sticking

to his jaw and repeating ‘la ilaha illallahu’. He used to gather us and instruct

us to remember Allah until sunrise. As for those who learnt reading, he would

order them to recite. As for those who could not read, he would order them to

utter statements remembering Allah. Verily, a house in which the Qur'an is

recited and Almighty Allah is mentioned frequently will be granted many

blessings, attended by the angels, deserted by the devils, and lit up for the

inhabitants of the heavens in the same way as a shining star lights up for

the inhabitants of the earth. On the other hand, a house in which neither the

Qur'an is recited nor Almighty Allah is mentioned will diminish in blessing

(and be deserted by the angels and attended by the devils.(2

p: 248

The Holy Qur'an and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are the two “weighty” things that the Holy - - 1
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Prophet (s), by the command of Almighty Allah, has ordered his people to adhere to.
They represent the essence of Islam—a fact undeniably revealed in the final, most

[famous instruction of the Holy Prophet (s), known as hadith al-Thaqalayn. [translator
.Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 15:359, H. 42 - - 2
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However, some other traditions have specified certain times and situations when
remembering Almighty Allah appears to be more favorable and more binding because
these times, places, and situations enjoy some particularities. For instance, traditions
.have laid much emphasis on remembering Almighty Allah in the morning and evening

Thus, non-assignment of certain times and situations for remembering Almighty Allah
in some traditions and assigning certain times and situations for it in others,

.demonstrates both aspects of dhikr in Islam

Recommended situations for dhikr

Let us now cite a number of situations when remembering Almighty Allah is highly
:recommended

p: 250
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When graces of Almighty Allah are showered upon a servant, he is required to
remember Him with words of praise and thanks. Conversely, when the servant is
exposed to harsh poverty, he is required to remember Almighty Allah by expressing

.that all might and all power are His alone; i.e. to repeat the statement of hawqalah

In this regard, Muhammad ibn Yusuf has reported that Muhammad ibn Ja`far (‘a)
reported on the authority of his father, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), on the authority of his

:fathers on the authority of the Messenger of Allah (s) who said

هِْیلَعَ تْرَهَاظَتَ  نْمَ 

َّحَلأَ نْمَوَ  .نَیمَِلاعَْلا  ِّبرَ  دُمْحَْلا اللهِ  لِقُیَْلفَ  مُعَِّنلا 

َّلاإِ هََّوُق  لاَوَ  لَوْحَ  لِوْقَ لاَ  نِْم  رِْثکُْیْلفَ  رُْقفَْلا  هِْیلَعَ 

هَِّنجَْلا زِوُنکُ  نِْم  زٌْنکَ  هَُّنإِفَ  مِیظِعَْلا ; ِّیِلعَْلا  اللهِاِب 

.ُّمهَْلا اهَاَندْأَ  ءًادَ  نَیعِْبسَوَ  نِْینَْثا  نِِم  ءُافَِّشلا  هِیِفوَ 

Whoever is showered with graces should say alhamdu lillahi rabbi’l-`alamin

all praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds). But whoever is stricken by)

harsh poverty should repeatedly say la hawla wala quwwata illa billahi

al`aliyyi al`azim (there is neither might nor power save with Allah, the

All-high and All-great). This statement is one of the heavenly treasures. It

(cures seventy-two maladies the slightest of which is distress.(1

It is necessary to remember Almighty Allah in states of inattentiveness,
absentmindedness, and lack of feeling. In such conditions, hearts become stagnant

.like a worn-out tatter or a rotten bone

In this connection, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has reported the following from Abu-
.Usamah
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One day while I was accompanying Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), he asked me to recite
something from the Holy Qur'an. No sooner
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did I recite the first verse of a chapter than Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) was moved and he
:started weeping. He then said to me

اوْعَرْإِ هَمَاسَأُ ، اَبأَ  ایَ 

هَُّنإِفَ تَکَُّنلا ; اورُذَحْاوَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  رِکْذِِب  مْکَُبوُلُق 

سَْیَل حٍابَصَ  نِْم  ِّکَّشلا  تُاعَاس   َ وْأَ تٌارَاتَ  بِْلقَْلا  یلَعَ  یِتأْیَ 

.رِخَِّنلا مِظُعَْلا  وِأَ  هِیَِلابَْلا  هِقَرْخِْلا  هُْبشِ  رٌْفکُ  لاَوَ  نٌامَیإِ  هِیِف 

رُکُذْتَ لاَفَ  کَبَْلقَ  تَدَّْقفَتَ  امََّبرُ  سَْیَلأَ  هَمَاسَأُ ، اَبأَ  ایَ 

؟ وَهُ نَْیأَ  يرِدْتَ  لاَوَ  اًرّشَ  لاَوَ  اًرْیخَ  هِِب 

(O Abu-Usamah, take care of your heart (against negligence and oblivion

and beware lest corruption attack it. A heart may be attacked at certain intervals

of time by doubt, especially in the mornings, which may empty it of both

.faith and unfaith, causing it to be like a worn-out tatter or a rotten bone

O Abu-Usamah, have you ever come upon a time during which you searched for some

good or bad item in your heart but you could find nothing, thus not knowing

?where your heart was

Yes, I have. Something like this has happened to me and I think it happens to all“
.people,” answered Abu-Usamah

:The Imam (‘a) commented

! لْجَأَ

َّزعَ اللهَا  اورُکُذْافَ  کَِلذَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِفَ  .دٌحَأَ  هُْنِم  يرَْعیَ  سَْیَل 

اًرْیخَ دٍْبعَِب  دَارَأَ  اذَإِ  هَُّنإِفَ  تَکَُّنلا ; اورُذَحْاوَ  َّلجَوَ 
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.کَِلذَ رَْیغَ  تَکََن  کَِلذَ  رَْیغَ  هِِب  دَارَأَ  اذَإِوَ  اًنامَیإِ  تَکََن 

Yes, it does. No one is

spared from this feeling. If this happens to you, you should remember

Almighty Allah and beware lest corruptive things attack you. If He intends

,good to one of His servants, He will then cast items of faith in his heart

.but if He intends something else, He will cast something else therein

Abu-Usamah asked, “What do you—may Allah accept me as ransom for you—mean

?” by something else

:The Imam (‘a) answered

p: 252
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تَکََن اًرْفکُ  دَارَأَ  اذَإِ 

.اًرْفکُ

(He may cast unfaith if He intends it.(1

When evil misgivings about a Divine attribute or a creation of Almighty Allah attack
the heart, it becomes highly recommended to remember Him by uttering any

(statement of dhikr, such as hawqalah, Tahlil, or any similar statement.(2

As maintained by a tradition, remembering Almighty Allah when the others are
preoccupied in their worldly personal affairs, such as business and merchandise,
(brings about one thousand rewards and an unprecedented forgiveness of the Lord.(3

It is highly recommended to mention Almighty Allah upon leaving a meeting and
:concluding a lecture or a discourse with one of the following statements

��  � � � �� �ی � �  � � ي ی ی 

.Glory be to you Lord, the Lord of Honor, above what they describe

.Peace be on the messengers. All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds

َّمهَُّللا کََناحَْبسُ 

.کَْیَلإِ بُوُتأَوَ  كَرُفِْغتَسْأَ  تَْنأَ ، َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  لاَ  كَدِمْحَِبوَ ،

All glory be to You, O

Allah, and in praise of You. There is no god save You. I implore Your

.forgiveness and turn to You repentant

Remembering Almighty Allah among people who are distracted from remembering

Him is considered to be like

p: 253
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fighting with warriors (for the sake of Almighty Allah) or fighting when the others
(abscond.(1

Upon looking in the mirror, it is highly recommended to remember Almighty Allah and
thank Him for granting you perfection in your creation and good looks. The Holy

:Prophet (s) said the following statement whenever he looked in the mirror

لَمَکْأَ يذَِّلا  دُمْحَْلا اللهِ 

یِنادَهَوَ يرِْیغَ ، نِْم  نَاشَ  امَ  یِّنِم  نَازَوَ  یِترَوصُ  نَسَحْأَوَ  یقِْلخَ 

.هَِّوُبُّنلاِب َّیلَعَ  َّنمَوَ  مِلاَسْلإِِل 

,All praise is due to Allah Who has granted perfection in my creation

,made goodly my form, given me perfect things that others have imperfect

(guided me to Islam, and endued me with Prophethood.(2

Remembering Almighty Allah should be practiced in company, in private, overtly and
.covertly

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

اوْلَخَ اذَإِ  نَیذَِّلا  انَُتعَیشِ 

.اًریِثکَ اللهَا  اورُکَذَ 

Our true partisans (i.e. Shi`ah) are those who mention Allah frequently

(in private.(3

:The following saying of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is recorded in the book of al-Mahasin

نَْبإِ یَلاعَتَ : اللهُا  لَاقَ 

، مَدَآ نَْبإِ  .یسِْفَن  یِف  كَرْکُذْأَ  کَسِْفَن  یِف  یِنرْکُذْإِ  مَدَآ ،
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یِف یِنرْکُذْإِ  مَدَآ ، نَْبإِ  .ءٍلاَخَ  یِف  كَرْکُذْأَ  ءٍلاَخَ  یِف  یِنرْکُذْإِ 

.كَلإِمَ نِْم  رٍْیخَ  لإٍمَ  یِف  كَرْکُذْأَ  لإٍمَ 

Allah, the Exalted, says, “O son of Adam, if you remember Me in

private, I will remember you in private. O son of Adam, if you remember Me

confidentially, I will remember you confidentially. O son of Adam, if you

remember Me in the presence of a company, I will remember you in the presence

.” of a company better than yours
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یِف اللهَا  رُکُذْیَ  دٍْبعَ  نِْم  امَ 

.هَکَِئلاَمَْلا نَِم  لإٍمَ  یِف  اللهُا  هُرَکَذَ  َّلاإِ  سِاَّنلا  نَِم  لإٍمَ 

No servant remembers Allah in the company of others but that Allah will

(remember him in a company of angels.(1

It is worth mentioning that traditions hold that any act of obedience to Almighty Allah
is remembrance of Him, while any act of disobedience to Him is a sort of failing to
remember Him.(2) In view of that, dhikr has a more profound meaning than mere

movement of tongues. In other words, dhikr is a process of keeping Almighty Allah in
mind and turning to Him, convinced that He is always present, He knows all our deeds,
and He will call us to account according to every deed we do in this earthly life. We will

.therefore be rewarded for our good deeds and punished for the evil ones

Besides, other traditions hold that remembering the Holy Prophet (s) and Imams (‘a) is
another sort of dhikr (remembering Almighty Allah), because Almighty Allah has linked

(His Prophet (s) to Himself.(3
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Objectives Of Dhikr

Point

The previous presentation of the circumstances and effects of dhikr and the various
aspects and features of the Islamic approach of dhikr must have made it clear that
dhikr is a factor that inseparably and incessantly accompanies man under all
conditions and at all times. It also plays a vital role in the process of achieving and
working towards self-perfection in this world and the world to come with regard to

:the following aspects

One’s relationship with Almighty Allah - 

Spiritual, mental, and confidential aspects of life - 

Willpower to withstand personal desires and pressures - 

Conduct and behavior - 

:The following titles show some of its effects

Spiritual Effects

Dhikr consolidates and strengthens man’s relationship with the Lord, thus achieving
.the highest ranks and the best rewards

.It cures many psychological disorders, and purifies hearts from pollution and tarnish - 

It trains man in patience, steadfastness, submission to the Divine Will, satisfaction, - 
.and contentment during ordeals and suffering

It deters a person from committing acts of disobedience to Almighty Allah, commands

obedience to Him, ensures piety and abstention for whatever is deemed forbidden,
helps a person abide by true conduct and performance, and aids a person to speak

nothing but the
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truth and do nothing but what is right. Of course, individuals can abide by all these - 
points only when they feel that Almighty Allah is constantly present with them,
watching all their movements for which they will either be rewarded when they are
compatible with what Allah has commanded or punished when they are in violation of

.His commands

Material Effects

:In addition to the spiritual effects of dhikr, we cite some of its material effects

Some traditions confirm that those who remember Almighty Allah frequently are
(saved from the dangers of thunderbolts.(1

When one is preoccupied in remembering Almighty Allah and misses doing another
thing that he had intended to do, Almighty Allah will give him a better thing than what

(he wished to gain from that deed.(2

Whoever remembers Almighty Allah or His Prophet (s) in a meeting will gain ten
rewards. On the other hand, a session in which Almighty Allah or the Holy Prophet (s)
are not mentioned can bring about evil results for its people who will also suffer

(intense regret on the Day of Resurrection.(3

Presence in sessions where Almighty Allah is remembered achieves benefits and
blessings in this world as well as the world to come. Such sessions have been

.described as rich gardens of Paradise
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:Advising his son, Luqman the wise said

سَِلاجَمَْلا رِتَخْإِ  َّینَُب ، ایَ 

َّزعَوَ َّلجَ  اللهَا  نَورُکُذْیَ  اًموْقَ  تَْیأَرَ  نْإِفَ  کَِنْیعَ ، یلَعَ 

نْإِوَ اًمْلعِ ، کََنودُیزِیَ  اًمِلاعَ  نْکُتَ  نْإِفَ  مْهُعَمَ ؛ سِْلجْافَ 

هِِتمَحْرَِب مْهَُّلظُِی  نْأَ  اللهَا  َّلعََلوَ  كَومَُّلعَ ، لاًهِاجَ  نْکُتَ 

َّزعَ اللهَا  نَورُکُذْیَ  اًموْقَ لاَ  تَْیأَرَ  اذَإِوَ  .مْهُعَمَ  کََّمعُیَفَ 

کَْعفَْنیَ مَْل  اًمِلاعَ  نْکُتَ  نْإِفَ  مْهُعَمَ ؛ سِْلجْتَ  لاَفَ  َّلجَوَ 

نْأَ اللهَا  َّلعََلوَ  لاًهْجَ ، كَودُیزِیَ  لاًهِاجَ  تَْنکُ  نْإِوَ  کَمُْلعِ ،

.مْهُعَمَ کََّمعُیَفَ  هٍَبوقُعُِب  مْهَُّلظُِی 

O son, investigate the meetings that you want to join. If you find some

people remembering Almighty Allah, then sit with them because they will

increase the knowledge you have, they will teach you if you are ignorant, and

perhaps Almighty Allah will cast a shadow of mercy upon them and this will

include you, also. If you find some people distracted from remembering

Almighty Allah, then do not sit with them because, if you have some

knowledge, you will not benefit from your knowledge by being with them, if

you are ignorant, they will increase your ignorance, and perhaps Almighty

(Allah will cast a punishment upon them and this will include you, also.(1
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Jihad

Point

Jihad (struggle for the sake of Almighty Allah) is one of the most significant divine
precepts and devotional acts discussed in the Holy Qur'an on many occasions

:including the following

لُْبقَ نِْم  نَیمِِلسـْمُْلا  مُکُاَّمسـَ  وَهُ  مَیهِارَْبإِ  مْکُیِبأَ  هََّلِم  جٍرَحَ  نِْم  نِیِّدـلا  یِف  مْکُْیلَعَ  لَعَجَ  امَوَ  مْکُابَتَجْا  وَهُ  هِدِاهـَجِ  َّقحَ  هَِّللا  یِف  اودُهـِاجَوَ 
مَْعِنفَ مْکُاَلوْمَ  وَهُ  هَِّللاِب  اومُصـِتَعْاوَ  هَاکََّزلا  اوُتآوَ  هَالـََّصلا  اومُیِقأَفـَ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  ءَادَهَشـُ  اوُنوکُتَوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  ادًیهِشـَ  لُوسَُّرلا  نَوکُیَِل  اذَهـَ  یِفوَ 

رُیصَِّنلا مَْعِنوَ  یَلوْمَْلا 

Strive hard in the way of Allah as is due to Him. He has chosen you (to

convey the message of Monotheism) and has not laid upon you any hardship in

religion. (This is) the faith of your father Abraham (‘a). He named you

Muslims before and in this (the Qur'an), that the Messenger may be a witness over

you, and you be witnesses to the people; therefore, keep up prayer, pay the

poor-rate, and hold fast by Allah. He is your Guardian. How excellent a

(Guardian and how excellent a Helper is He! (22:78

مٍیِلأَ بٍاذَعَ  نِْم  مْکُیجِْنُت  هٍرَاجَِت  یلَعَ  مْکُُّلدُأَ  لْهَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  مْکُِلذَ  مْکُسِفُْنأَوَ  مْکُِلاوَْمأَِب  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  نَودُهِاجَُتوَ  هِِلوسُرَوَ  هَِّللاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْت 

O you, who believe. Shall I lead you to a commerce which can deliver

you from a painful chastisement? You should believe in Allah and His

.Messenger and struggle hard in Allah's way with your property and your lives

(That is better for you, did you but know. (61:10-11
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The word ‘jihad’ has a vast meaning in Islam and in the Holy Qur'an, because it is
derived from the Arabic root j-h-d, which means capacity and scope. In view of this,

jihad
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means to exert all possible efforts to defend and struggle for Almighty Allah and to
.spread and defend Islam

Consequently, any effort, suffering, endeavor, or sacrifice made for the sake of
Almighty Allah, is jihad, be it mental or material. It can be in the form of reporting a
tradition, authoring a book, seeking religious knowledge, learning any other
advantageous field of science, setting aright matters of difference among disputing
parties, enjoining the right, or forbidding the wrong in addition to self-sacrifice and

.fighting for the sake of Almighty Allah

In Muslim jurisprudential terminology, the word jihad usually means fighting for the
sake of Almighty Allah with weapons and readiness to embrace injury, death and

.martyrdom

Almighty Allah has imposed jihad in this sense on every Muslim (male) individual under
certain conditions. Therein it becomes obligatory upon such individuals to expose

.themselves to death in defense of themselves, Islam, and persecuted people

:In this regard, the Holy Qur'an states

مْکَُل ٌّرشَ  وَهُوَ  ائًْیشَ  اوُّبحُِت  نْأَ  یسَعَوَ  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  وَهُوَ  ائًْیشَ  اوهُرَکْتَ  نْأَ  یسَعَوَ  مْکَُل  هٌرْکُ  وَهُوَ  لُاتَقِْلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  بَِتکُ 

.Fighting is enjoined upon you, and it is an object of dislike to you

It may be that you dislike a thing while it is good for you and it may be

(that you love a thing while it is evil for you. (2:216

عُْفدَ اَلوَْلوَ  هَُّللا  انَُّبرَ  اوُلوقُیَ  نْأَ  اَّلإِ  ٍّقحَ  رِْیغَِب  مْهِرِایَدِ  نِْم  اوجُرِخْأُ  نَیذَِّلا  رٌیدِقـََل  مْهِرِصـَْن  یلَعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِوَ  اومُِلظُ  مْهَُّنأَِب  نَوُلتَاقـَُی  نَیذَِّلِل  نَذِأُ 
ٌّيوِقََل هََّللا  َّنإِ  هُرُصُْنیَ  نْمَ  هَُّللا  َّنرَصـُْنیََلوَ  ارًیِثکَ  هَِّللا  مُسْا  اهَیِف  رُکَذُْی  دُجِاسَمَوَ  تٌاوَلَصـَوَ  عٌیَِبوَ  عُِماوَصَ  تْمَِّدهَُل  ضٍْعبَِب  مْهُضـَْعَب  سَاَّنلا  هَِّللا 

زٌیزِعَ

Permission to fight is given to those upon whom war is made because

they are oppressed and, most surely, Allah is well able to assist them; those
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who have been expelled from their homes without a just cause except that they

say, “Our Lord is Allah.” Had there not been Allah's repelling some people by

,others, certainly there would have been pulled down cloisters, churches

,synagogues, and mosques in which Allah's name is much remembered. Surely

,Allah will help him who helps His cause. Most surely, Allah is Strong

(Mighty. (22:39-40
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مِِلاَّظلا هِیَرْقَْلا  هِذِهـَ  نِْم  انَجْرِخْأَ  انََّبرَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  نَیذَِّلا  نِادَْـلوِْلاوَ  ءِاسَِّنلاوَ  لِاجَِّرلا  نَِم  نَیفِعَضـْتَسْمُْلاوَ  هَِّللا  لِـیِبسَ  یِف  نَوُلِتاقـَُت  اَـل  مْکَُل  امـَوَ 
ارًیصَِن کَْندَُل  نِْم  انََل  لْعَجْاوَ  ایِلوَ  کَْندَُل  نِْم  انََل  لْعَجْاوَ  اهَُلهْأَ 

What reason do you have that you should not fight in the way of Allah

,and the weak among men, women, and children, for those who say, “Our Lord

cause us to go forth from the town whose people are oppressors. Give us from

(You a guardian and give us from You a helper.” (4:75

These holy verses entail that the reason for passing the law of fighting was originally
for the sake of self-defense, especially after the polytheists, atheists, and enemies of
Islam used all means of repression, persecution, oppression, transgression, pursuit,
banishment from hometowns, economic and social siege, torture, and assassinations

.against Muslims in order to force them to give up their faith

:In addition to the last two verses, the following verse sheds light on this fact

نَیدِتَْعمُْلا ُّبحُِی  اَل  هََّللا  َّنإِ  اودُتَْعتَ  اَلوَ  مْکَُنوُلِتاقَُی  نَیذَِّلا  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  اوُلِتاقَوَ 

یَّتحـَ مِارَحَْلا  دِجِسـْمَْلا  دَْـنعِ  مْهُوُلِتاقـَُت  اَـلوَ  لِْـتقَْلا  نَِم  ُّدشـَأَ  هُنَْتفِْلاوَ  مْکُوجـُرَخْأَ  ثُْیحَ  نِْـم  مْهُوجـُرِخْأَوَ  مْهُومـُُتْفقَِث  ثُْـیحَ  مْهُوُـلُتْقاوَ 
نَیرِِفاکَْلا ءُازَجَ  کَِلذَکَ  مْهُوُلُتْقافَ  مْکُوُلتَاقَ  نْإِفَ  هِیِف  مْکُوُلِتاقَُی 

مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ  هََّللا  َّنإِفَ  اوْهَتَْنا  نِإِفَ 

نَیمِِلاَّظلا یلَعَ  اَّلإِ  نَاوَدْعُ  الَفَ  اوْهَتَْنا  نِإِفَ  هَِّلِل  نُیِّدلا  نَوکُیَوَ  هٌنَْتِف  نَوکُتَ  اَل  یَّتحَ  مْهُوُلِتاقَوَ 

هََّللا َّنأَ  اومُلَعْاوَ  هََّللا  اوقَُّتاوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  يدَتَعْا  امَ  لِْثمِِب  هِْیلَعَ  اودُتـَعْافَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  يدَتـَعْا  نِمَفَ  صٌاصَِق  تُامَرُحُْلاوَ  مِارَحَْلا  رِهَّْشلاِب  مُارَحَْلا  رُهَّْشلا 
نَیقَِّتمُْلا عَمَ 

Fight in the way of Allah with those who fight with you, and do not

.exceed the limits. Surely, Allah does not love those who exceed the limits

Kill them wherever you find them, and drive them out from whence they drove

you out. Persecution is severer than slaughter. Do not fight with them in the
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Sacred Mosque until they fight with you in it, but if they do fight you, then

,slay them. Such is the recompense of the unbelievers. But if they desist

then surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. Fight with them until there is no

persecution and religion should be only for Allah, but if they desist, then

there should be no hostility except against the oppressors. The sacred month

.for the sacred month and all sacred things are under the law of retaliation

Whoever then acts aggressively against you, inflict injury on him according

to the injury he has inflicted on you. Be careful of your duty to Allah and

(know that Allah is with those who guard against evil. (2:190-194
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From these holy verses, we can understand that such fighting is based on self-
defense and warding off aggression. Therefore, such fighting is stopped when

.aggression is warded off

Significance and Merit of Jihad

Jihad entails great merit for man and striving nations and involves great significance
in achieving the sacred goals that Almighty Allah has put before man in his
advancement towards perfection—a march that cannot be consummated except by

undergoing various sorts of “distress” and

p: 262

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2358 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.affliction”. Exegetes have interpreted distress to be fighting“

:In many verses like the following, the Holy Qur'an has revealed this fact

نَیذَِّلاوَ لُوسَُّرلا  لَوقُیَ  یَّتحـَ  اوُلزِْلزُوَ  ءُاَّرَّضلاوَ  ءُاسـَأْبَْلا  مُهُْتَّسمَ  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِْم  اوْلـَخَ  نَیذَِّلا  لُثـَمَ  مْکُِتأْیـَ  اَّمَلوَ  هََّنجَْلا  اوُلخُدْتـَ  نْأَ  مُْتْبسـِحَ  مْأَ 
بٌیرِقَ هَِّللا  رَصَْن  َّنإِ  اَلأَ  هَِّللا  رُصَْن  یتَمَ  هُعَمَ  اوُنمَآ 

Do you think that you would enter heaven while yet the state of those

who have passed away before you has not come upon you. Distress and

affliction befell them and they were shaken violently so that the Messenger

?” and those who believed with him said, “When will the help of Allah come

اهََنوُّبحُِت يرَخْأُوَ  مُیظِعَْلا  زُوْفَْلا  کَِلذَ  نٍدْعـَ  تِاَّنجَ  یِف  هًبَِّیطَ  نَکِاسـَمَوَ  رُاهـَْنأَْلا  اهـَِتحْتَ  نِْم  يرِجْتَ  تٍاَّنجَ  مْکُْلخِدُْـیوَ  مْکَُبوُنذُ  مْکَُل  رْفِْغیَ 
نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رِِّشَبوَ  بٌیرِقَ  حٌْتفَوَ  هَِّللا  نَِم  رٌصَْن 

,He will forgive you your faults and cause you to enter into gardens

.beneath which rivers flow, and goodly dwellings in gardens of perpetuity

That is the mighty achievement. Yet, another blessing that you love: help

(from Allah and a victory near at hand. Give good news to the believers. (61:12-13

نَوُقزَرُْی مْهِِّبرَ  دَْنعِ  ءٌایَحْأَ  لَْب  اتًاوَْمأَ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  اوُلِتُق  نَیذَِّلا  َّنبَسَحْتَ  اَلوَ 

نَوُنزَحْیَ مْهُ  اَلوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  فٌوْخَ  اَّلأَ  مْهِفِْلخَ  نِْم  مْهِِب  اوقُحَْلیَ  مَْل  نَیذَِّلاِب  نَورُشِْبتَسْیَوَ  هِِلضْفَ  نِْم  هَُّللا  مُهُاتَآ  امَِب  نَیحِرِفَ 

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رَجْأَ  عُیضُِی  اَل  هََّللا  َّنأَوَ  لٍضْفَوَ  هَِّللا  نَِم  هٍمَْعِنِب  نَورُشِْبتَسْیَ 

Reckon not those who are killed in Allah's way as dead. Nay, they are

alive and are provided sustenance from their Lord—rejoicing in what Allah has

given them out of His grace. They rejoice for the sake of those who, being

left behind them, have not yet joined them that they shall have no fear nor
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shall they grieve. They rejoice on account of favor from Allah and His grace

(and Allah does not waste the reward of the believers. (3:169-171

p: 263
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امًیظِعَ ارًجْأَ  نَیدِعِاقَْلا  یلَعَ  نَیدِهِاجَمُْلا  هَُّللا  لََّضفَوَ 

امًیحِرَ ارًوفُغَ  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  هًمَحْرَوَ  هًرَفِْغمَوَ  هُْنِم  تٍاجَرَدَ 

Allah shall grant to the strivers, above those who

.hold back, a mighty reward—high degrees from Him and protection and mercy

(Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. (4:95-96

مٌیظِعَ رٌجْأَ  هُدَْنعِ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  ادًَبأَ  اهَیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ  مٌیقُِم  مٌیعَِن  اهَیِف  مْهَُل  تٍاَّنجَوَ  نٍاوَضْرِوَ  هُْنِم  هٍمَحْرَِب  مْهُُّبرَ  مْهُرُِّشبَُی 

Their Lord gives them good news of mercy from

Himself, His good pleasure, and gardens wherein lasting blessings shall be

(theirs, abiding therein for ever. The reward with Allah is great indeed. (9:21-22

أٌمَظَ مْهُُبیصُِی  اَل  مْهَُّنأَِب  کَِلذَ  هِسِْفَن  نْعَ  مْهِسـِفُْنأَِب  اوُبغَرْیَ  اَلوَ  هَِّللا  لِوسُرَ  نْعَ  اوفَُّلخَتَیَ  نْأَ  بِارَعْأَْلا  نَِم  مْهَُلوْحَ  نْمَوَ  هِنَیدِمَْلا  لِهْأَِل  نَاکَ  امَ 
اَل هََّللا  َّنإِ  حٌِـلاصَ  لٌمَعَ  هِِب  مْهَُل  بَِتکُ  اَّلإِ  الًْیَن  ٍّودُعـَ  نِْم  نَوُلانَیَ  اَلوَ  رَاَّفکُْلا  ظُیغِیَ  ائًطِوْمَ  نَوُئطَیَ  اَلوَ  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  هٌصَمَخْمَ  اَـلوَ  بٌصََن  اَـلوَ 

نَیِنسِحْمُْلا رَجْأَ  عُیضُِی 

It did not beseem the

people of Madinah and those among the dwellers of the desert to remain behind

the Messenger of Allah, nor should they desire anything for themselves in

preference to him. This is because there afflicts them not thirst or fatigue

or hunger in Allah's way, nor do they tread a path which enrages the

unbelievers, nor do they attain from the enemy what they attain, but a good

work is written down to them on account of it. Surely, Allah does not waste

(the reward of the doers of good. (9:120

Besides these verses and many others, traditions that are reported from the Holy
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Prophet (s) and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) demonstrate emphatically the significance and
great role of jihad in preserving Islam, human dignity and poise, and the

p: 264
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strength of the Muslim community in addition to achieving the goals of the individual
.and collective progression of man towards perfection

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of authority that
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

فِْیَّسلا یِف  هُُّلکُ  رُْیخَْلاَ 

.فُْیَّسلا َّلاإ  سَاَّنلا  مُیقُِی  لاَوَ  .فِْیَّسلا  ِّلظِ  تَحْتَوَ 

.رِاَّنلاوَ هَِّنجَْلا  دُیِلاقَمَ  فُوُیُّسلاوَ 

All goodness lies in swords and under their shadows. Nothing amends

(people except swords. Swords are verily the keys of Paradise and Hellfire.(1

The following sermon of Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported in both Shaykh al-Kulayni’s al-Kafi
:and al-Sharif al-Razi’s compilation of Nahj al-Balaghah

بِاوَْبأَ نِْم  بٌاَب  دَاهَجِْلا  َّنإِفَ  دُْعَب ، اَّمأَ 

، يوَْقَّتلا سُابِل  وَهُوَ  هِِئایَِلوْأَ ، هَِّصاخَِل  اللهُا  هُحَتَفَ  هَِّنجَلا ،

هًبَغْرَ هُکَرَتَ  نْمَفَ  هُقَیِثوَلا ، هُُتَّنجُوَ  هُنَیصِحَلا ، اللهِا  عُرْدِوَ 

ثَِّیدُوَ ءُلاَبَلا ، هُلَمِشَوَ  ِّلُّذلا ، بَوَْث  اللهُا  هُسَبَلأَ  هُْنعَ 

لَیدِأُوَ بِاهَسْلاِْاِب ، هِِبْلقَ  یلَعَ  بَرِضُوَ  هِءَامَقَلاوَ ، رِاغََّصلاِب 

.فَصََّنلا عَِنُموَ  فَسْخَلا ، مَیسِوَ  دِاهَجِلا ، عِیِیضْتَِب  هُْنِم  ُّقحَلا 

Now then, surely jihad (i.e. striving for Almighty Allah’s sake) is one

of the doors of Paradise, which Allah has opened for His special friends. It

is the dress of piety and the protective armor of Allah and His trustworthy

shield. Whoever abandons it, Allah covers him with the dress of disgrace and
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the clothes of distress. He is kicked with contempt and scorn, and his heart

is veiled with screens (of neglect). Truth is taken away from him because of

(missing jihad. He has to suffer ignominy and justice is denied to him.(2

p: 265

Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:5, H. 1. The authenticity of this tradition is - - 1
corroborated by other traditions that are mentioned in the same chapter of this

.reference book
.Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 27 - - 2
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

هَُل لُاقَُی  بٌاَب  هَِّنجَْلِل 

مْهُوَ حٌوُتْفمَ  وَهُ  اذَإِفَ  هِْیَلإِ  نَوضُمْیَ  نَیدِهِاجَمُْلا ، بَاَب 

هُکَِئلاَمَْلاوَ فِِقوْمَْلا  یِف  عُمْجَْلاوَ  مْهِِفوُیسُِب ، نَودُِّلقَتَُم 

اًرْقفَوَ لاذُ  اللهُا  هُسَبَْلأَ  دَاهَجِْلا  كَرَتَ  نْمَفَ  .مْهِِب  بُِّحرَُت 

یِتَّمأُ ینَغْأَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ  .هِِنیدِ  یِف  اًقحْمَوَ  هِِتشَیعِمَ  یِف 

.اهَحِامَرِ زِکِارَمَوَ  اهَِلْیخَ  کِِبانَسَِب 

Paradise has a gate that is

called “the Gate of Strivers.” The strivers will walk to this gate, which is

open wide before them, holding their swords (i.e. weapons) while crowds will

be halted in the field of interrogation, and the angels will be welcoming

them. So, he who abandons jihad will be dressed by Allah in the garb

of humility, poverty in livelihood, and destruction in religion. Almighty

Allah has endued my people with dignity through the hooves of their horses

(and the handles of their spears.(1

Shaykh al-Saduq in al-Khisal and Shaykh al-Tusi in Tahdhib al-Ahkam have reported
on the authority of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) on the authority of his fathers that the Holy

:Prophet (s) said

p: 266
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ٍّرِب يذِ  ِّلکُ  قَوْفَ 

اللهِا لِیِبسَ  یِف  لَِتُق  اذَإِفَ  اللهِا ، لِیِبسَ  یِف  لَتَْقُی  یَّتحَ  ٌّرِب 

لَُتْقیَ یَّتحَ  قٌوقُعُ  قٍوقُعُ  يذِ  ِّلکُ  قَوْفَوَ  ٌّرِب ، هُقَوْفَ  سَْیلَفَ 

هُقَوْفَ سَْیلَفَ  هِْیدَِلاوَ  دَحَأَ  لَتَقَ  اذَإِفَ  هِْیدَِلاوَ ، دَحَأَ 

.قٌوقُعُ

Over everyone that is possessed of devoutness

there is one even more devout, except over those martyred for the sake of

Allah. When one is martyred for the sake of Allah, there will be no devoutness

greater than his. Likewise, over everyone undutiful there is one even more

undutiful except for those who kill one of their parents. When one kills one

(of his parents, there will be no impiety greater than his.(1

In his other book entitled `Iqab al-A`mal, Shaykh al-Saduq, with regard to the
rewards of the strivers for the sake of Allah, reported the Holy Prophet (s) to have

:said

اللهِا لِیِبسَ  یِف  جَرَخَ  نْمَوَ 

یحَمُْیوَ هًنَسَحَ ، فَْلأَ  هََئامِعُْبسَ  هٍوَطْخُ  ِّلکُِب  هُلَفَ  اًدهِاجَُم 

فَْلأَ هََئامِعُْبسَ  هَُل  عُفَرُْیوَ  هًئَِّیسَ ، فَْلأَ  هََئامِعُْبسَ  هُْنعَ 

، اًدیهِشَ نَاکَ  تَامَ  فٍْتحَ  ِّيأَِب  اللهِا  نِامَضَ  یِف  نَاکَوَ  هًجَرَدَ ،

.هُؤُاعَدُ اًباجَتَسُْم  هَُل  اًروفُْغمَ  عَجِرَ  عَجِرَ  نْإِوَ 

For every step that a striver takes, forsaking his home in the way of

Allah, seven hundred thousand rewards will be recorded. Seven hundred
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thousand of his evildoings will be effaced, seven hundred thousand ranks will

he be raised, and he will be, under the assurance of Allah, regarded as

martyr no matter what sort of death he dies. If he returns back home, he will

(be forgiven and his supplication responded to.(2

According to another tradition, Mansur ibn hazim has reported that he asked Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) to identify the best of all deeds. The Imam (‘a) answered
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ُّرِبوَ اهَِتْقوَِل ، هُلاََّصلا 

.اللهِا لِیِبسَ  یِف  دُاهَجِْلاوَ  نِْیدَِلاوَْلا ،

They are) performing the prayers in their times, acting)

(piously towards parents, and striving in the way of Allah.(1

In al-Khisal, Shaykh al-Saduq has reported through a valid chain of authority that
:Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) said

یَلإِ ُّبحَأَ  هٍرَطْقَ  نِْم  امَ 

، اللهِا لِیِبسَ  یِف  مٍدَ  هِرَطْقَ  نِْیتَرَطْقَ : نِْم  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا 

َّلاإِ دٌْبعَ  اهَِب  دُیرُِی  لِْیَّللا لاَ  دِاوَسَ  یِف  هٍعَْمدَ  هِرَطْقَوَ 

.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهَا 

No drops are dearer to Almighty Allah than two drops: a drop of blood

that is shed in the way of Allah and a teardrop that is shed in the darkness

(of night intended for nothing save Almighty Allah.(2

:Shaykh al-Tusi, in al-Amali, has reported Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

تُوْمَْلا

، بُرِاهَْلا هُُتوفُیَ  لاَوَ  مُیقِمُْلا  هُزُجِْعُی  لاَ  بٌوُلطْمَوَ ، بٌِلاطَ 

.صٌیحِمَ تِوْمَْلا  نِعَ  سَْیَل  هَُّنإِفَ  اومَُّلکَتَتَ ، لاَوَ  اوُمِّدقَفَ 

هِدِیَِب ٍّیِلعَ  سُْفَن  يذَِّلاوَ  .اوُتومُتَ  اوُلتَْقُت  مَْل  نْإِ  مْکَُّنإِ 

یلَعَ تٍوْمَ  نِْم  نُوَهْأَ  سِْأَّرلا  یلَعَ  فِْیَّسلاِب  هٍَبرْضَ  فُْللأَ 

.شٍارَِف
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Death is a greedy pursuer. As for the pursued, neither one who stays at

.home will be able to weaken it, nor will one who flees be able to escape it

Therefore, go forward into battle and do not shrink away since there is no

escape from death. Even if you are not killed in battle, you will die. By

Allah, in Whose hand is the life of `Ali (I swear), a thousand sword blows on

(the head are easier than death in bed.(3

Shaykh al-Saduq, in al-Amali, reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have quoted the Holy
:Prophet (s) as saying

p: 268
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لُْتقَ تِوْمَْلا  فُرَشْأَ 

.هِدَاهََّشلا

(The most honorable death is to be killed as a martyr.(1

In each of the abovementioned traditions, we have attempted to display different
(. merits of jihad and mujahids (i.e. performers of jihad

Categories of Jihad

Jihad is classified into two categories: struggle against the enemy and struggle
(. against the self (i.e. self-strife or self-purification

The Holy Prophet (s), in an authentically reported tradition, has expressed self-
’. purification as ‘the major jihad’ and struggle against the enemy as ‘the minor jihad

Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, and Shaykh al-Saduq, in al-Majalis and Ma`ani al-
:Akhbar, have reported the following

On seeing the returning armies from the battlefront, the Holy Prophet (s) said,
“Blessed are those who have performed the minor jihad, and have yet to perform the
major one.” When asked what the major jihad was, the Holy Prophet (s) replied, “It is

(the jihad of the self (struggle against one’s self).”(2

(The topic of self-strife has already been discussed in a previous book of this series.(3

p: 269

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 74:8, H. 4 - - ` 1
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Self-strife or self-purification has been discussed in the principles and rules of - - 3
Islam, (the moral principles). Moreover, some details of this topic have been discussed
in the book of social relations of the virtuous community (control over emotions and
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In the most reliable reference books of hadith, chapters comprising many sections
(have been dedicated to discussing this topic.(1

The most important point in this regard is that one should not assume that self-strife
can substitute for struggle against the enemy or that one who practices self-strife is
not responsible for jihad against enemies because self-strife, in its capacity as a
category of jihad, is considered to be more important than struggle against the
enemy. To understand the relationship between these two categories of jihad, we
should say that self-strife is more comprehensive and broader than struggle against
the enemy, but the latter is still a branch of the earlier. In view of this, the major jihad

.cannot be attained unless its qualifications are met

Laws Appertaining to Jihad

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are reported to have classified jihad, in terms

.of its laws, into several classes

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Tusi reported Fuzayl ibn `Ayyaz and
:hafs ibn Ghiyath to have narrated the following

As he was asked whether jihad is obligatory or recommended, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)
:answered

دُاهَجِْلا

مُاقَُت هٌَّنسُ لاَ  دٌاهَجِوَ  ضٌرْفَ ، نِادَاهَجِفَ  هٍجُوْأَ ، هِعََبرْأَ  یلَعَ 

نِْیضَرْفَْلا دُحَأَ  اَّمأَفَ  .هٌَّنسُ  دٌاهَجِوَ  ضِرْفَْلا ، عَمَ  َّلاإِ 

وَهُوَ َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهِا  یصِاعَمَ  نْعَ  هُسَْفَن  لِجَُّرلا  هُدَهَاجَمُفَ 

نَِم مْکَُنوُلیَ  نَیذَِّلا  هُدَهَاجَُموَ  دِاهَجِْلا ، مِظَعْأَ  نِْم 

مُاقَُی هٌَّنسُ لاَ  وَهُ  يذَِّلا  دُاهَجِْلا  اَّمأَوَ  .ضٌرْفَ  رِاَّفکُْلا 

عِیمِجَ یلَعَ  ضٌرْفَ  ِّودُعَْلا  هَدَهَاجَُم  َّنإِفَ  ضٍرْفَ ، عَمَ  َّلاإِ 
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نِْم وَهُ  اذَهَوَ  بُاذَعَْلا ، مُهُاتَلأَ  دَاهَجِْلا  اوکُرَتَ  وَْلوَ  هَِّملأُا 

یَِتأْیَ نْأَ  هُدَحْوَ  مِامَلإِا  یلَعَ  هٌَّنسُ  وَهُوَ  هَِّملأُا ، بِاذَعَ 

وَهُ يذَِّلا  دُاهَجِْلا  اَّمأَوَ  .مْهُدُهِاجَُیفَ  هَِّملأُا  عَمَ  َّودُعَْلا 

اهَِتمَاقَإِ یِف  دَهَاجَوَ  لُجَُّرلا  اهَمَاقَأَ  هٍَّنسُ  ُّلکُفَ  هٌَّنسُ 

لِضَْفأَ نِْم  اهَیِف  یُْعَّسلاوَ  لُمَعَْلافَ  اهَءِایَحْإِوَ  اهَغِوُلُبوَ 

یَّلصَ اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  لَاقَ  دْقَوَ  .هٍَّنسُ  ءُایَحْإِ  اهََّنلأَِ  لِامَعْلأَا ;

رُجْأَوَ اهَرُجْأَ  هُلَفَ  هًنَسَحَ  هًَّنسُ  َّنسَ  نْمَ  هِِلآوَ : هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

نِْم صَقُْنیَ  نْأَ  رِْیغَ  نِْم  هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  اهَِب  لَمِعَ  نْمَ 

.ءٌیْشَ مْهِرِوُجُأُ 

Jihad is of four kinds—two are obligatory, one

recommended but performed only along with the obligatory, and one that is only

,recommended. One of the two obligatory jihads is self-strife; that is

struggle against committing acts of disobedience to Allah. It is surely the

greatest form of jihad. The other obligatory jihad is fighting

disbelievers. The jihad that is recommended but performed only with

the obligatory is fighting the enemy. It is obligatory upon all the

individuals of the (Muslim) nation. If they abandon fighting against the

enemies, chastisement will befall them. In fact, the torments they are now

suffering is part of this chastisement. Meanwhile, fighting against the

enemies is recommended under orders from the Imam, who is permitted to fight
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the enemy with his people. The jihad that is only recommended is every

excellent practice of man and his efforts in instituting, achieving, and

enlivening that practice. Activities and efforts that are exercised for

achieving such traditions are the best deeds, because they represent

restoration of excellent traditions. The Messenger of Allah (s) said, “He who

introduces an excellent traditional practice will gain the reward of doing

that practice in addition to the rewards of everyone who practices it up to

(the Day of Resurrection without any decrease in the reward.(2

p: 270

.See, for instance, al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:122-392 - - 1
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:16, H. 1 - - 2
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The second form of jihad that is obligatory represents the defensive jihad that is
obligatory upon all Muslims, men and women, under all circumstances, with or without
the existence of a just ruler. The third form of jihad represents the preparatory jihad
that is obligatory upon men under certain conditions, the most important being the
command and power in the hand of a just leader and promulgation for Islam

.preceding the fight

:In this connection, Shaykh al-Tusi has reported Talhah ibn Zayd as saying

I asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about the ruling concerning a Muslim who lives peacefully
with non-Muslim people, but when other non-Muslim people invade them, he wages a

.war against the invaders

:The Imam (‘a) answered

عَنَمْیَ نْأَ  مِِلسْمُْلا  یلَعَ 

نْأَ اَّمأَوَ  هِِلوسُرَ ، مِکْحُوَ  اللهِا  مِکْحُ  یلَعَ  لَِتاقَُیوَ  هُسَْفَن 

هَُل ُّلحِیَ  لاَفَ  مْهِِتَّنسُوَ  رِوْجَْلا  مِکْحُ  یلَعَ  رَاَّفکُْلا  لَِتاقَُی 

.کَِلذَ

It is obligatory upon such a Muslim individual to avoid engaging

himself in such a war because he is required to fight in line with the laws

of Almighty Allah and His Messenger (s). He is therefore disallowed to fight

(against non-Muslims under the power of unjust rulers.(1

Confirming the validity of this tradition, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has reported that
Abu-`Amr al-Zuhri, once, asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “Is inviting to the religion of Allah
and fighting in His way permissible to certain individuals in the situation that no one

else is permitted to

p: 272
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undertake these missions or are they allowable to every one who believes in Almighty

?” Allah as the One and Only God and in Muhammad (s) as His Messenger

:The Imam (‘a) answered

To undertake these missions is not allowed except for certain people and none should
.do this job except one from their circle

.Who are these people?” al-Zuhri asked“

:The Imam (‘a) answered

َّزعَ اللهِا  طِِئارَشَِب  مَاقَ  نْمَ 

نُوذُأْمَْلا وَهُفَ  نَیدِهِاجَمُْلا  یلَعَ  دِاهَجِْلاوَ  لِاتَقِْلا  یِف  َّلجَوَ 

اًمِئاقَ نْکُیَ  مَْل  نْمَوَ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  ءِاعَُّدلا  یِف  هَُل 

سَْیلَفَ نَیدِهِاجَمُْلا  یلَعَ  دِاهَجِْلا  یِف  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  طِِئارَشَِب 

یِف مَکُحْیَ  یَّتحَ  اللهِا ، یَلإِ  ءِاعَُّدلاوَ  دِاهَجِْلا  یِف  هَُل  نٍوذُأْمَِب 

.دِاهَجِْلا طِِئارَشَ  نِْم  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  ذَخَأَ  امَِب  هِسِْفَن 

They are those who meet the qualifications that Almighty Allah has

specified for fighting and struggling against the enemies. Only those are

permitted to invite others to the religion of Allah. Thus, those who cannot

meet these qualifications of fighting against the enemies are not permitted

to practice jihad and promulgate the religion of Allah until they find

themselves capable of meeting the qualifications that Almighty Allah has

(specified for jihad.(1

About the condition of inviting to Islam before waging war against the enemies,
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Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported, in al-Kafi, that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted Imam `Ali
:(‘a) as saying

:Before the Messenger of Allah (s) sent me to Yemen, he said to me

p: 273

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:23, H. 23 - - 1
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یَّتحَ اًدحَأَ  َّنلَِتاقَُت  لاَ 

َّزعَ اللهُا  يَدِهْیَ  نْلأَ  اللهِا ، مُْیأَوَ  .مِلاَسْلإِا  یَلإِ  هُوَعُدْتَ 

سُمَّْشلا هِْیلَعَ  تْعَلَطَ  اَّمِم  کََل  رٌْیخَ  لاًجُرَ  کَْیدَیَ  یلَعَ  َّلجَوَ 

.ُّیِلعَ ایَ  هُؤُلاَوِ  کََلوَ  تَْبرُغَوَ ،

Do not fight anyone before inviting him to Islam. By Allah, if He

guides a single man (to the true faith) at your hands, this will be better

for you than possessing whatever is under the sunlight. The loyalty of that

(man will be yours, O `Ali.(1

Many verses of the Holy Qur'an indicate that it is obligatory to invite everybody to the
way of Allah by means of wisdom and excellent preaching (16:125), while others
instruct emphatically on steadfastness in conveying the divine mission. Likewise, the
tradition of the Holy Prophet (s) reveals that Muslims did not fight against any of their
enemies before all other peaceful means had been used. Thus, when Muslims

maintained all conclusive arguments against their enemies and nothing prevented
these enemies from accepting Islam except psychological obstacles, Muslims would
start fighting them to break such obstacles that represented infidelity and deliberate

.rejection of the truth

We thus can understand the condition of obtaining the just ruler’s authorization for
waging war against the enemies because identifying the proper conditions as
precisely as is required entails thorough experience, cognizance, and acquaintance

.with social conditions, in addition to a high level of piety and perfect justice

Many laws pertaining to jihad have been enacted in the religious code of Islamic law.
:These laws discuss aspects such as the following

p: 274
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.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:30, H. 1 - - 1
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The means of killing, such as by poison or burning - 

Killing techniques - 

Those for whom jihad is obligatory including men who are not feeble and women - 
.under certain circumstances

Spoils of war, and the ways of distributing them and paying their one-fifth tax - 

Ways of dealing with the prisoners of war and the conditions under which these - 
prisoners are taken as slaves, given unconditional freedom, released upon payment

(. of ransom (when they are routed), or killed (before they are routed

Circumstances and conditions of granting the enemy immunity - 

.Differentiation between polytheists, the People of the Book, and invaders - 

Fleeing the battlefield - 

More details are available in books on Muslim jurisprudence and practical laws of
.Islam

In addition to these laws, jihad has special manners to be followed including
etiquettes of attacking the enemy, etiquettes of private fights (between two people),

.and the methods of dealing with prisoners of war

:In this respect, Malik ibn A`yun has reported the following

:Imam `Ali (‘a), rousing the people to fight in Siffin, said

p: 275
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َّزعَ اللهَا  َّنإِ 

، مٍیِلأَ بٍاذَعَ  نِْم  مْکُیجِْنُت  هٍرَاجَِت  یلَعَ  مْکَُّلدَ  دْقَ  َّلجَوَ 

لِیِبسَ یِف  دِاهَجِْلاوَ  اللهِاِب  نِامَیلإِا  رِْیخَْلا  یلَعَ  مْکُِب  یفَشْیَوَ 

یِف هًبَِّیطَ  نَکِاسَمَوَ  بِْنَّذلِل ، هًرَفِْغمَ  هَُباوََث  لَعَجَوَ  اللهِا ،

مْکُفَوفُصُ اوُّوسَفَ  صٌوصُرْمَ } نٌایَْنُب  مْهَُّنأَکَ  افصَ  هِِلیِبسَ  یِف  نَوُلِتاقَُی  نَیذَِّلا  ُّبحُِی  هََّللا  َّنإِ  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  لَاقَوَ  .نٍدْعَ  تِاَّنجَ 

، رَسِاحَْلا اورُِّخأَوَ  عَرِاَّدلا ، اوُمِّدقَفَ  صِوصُرْمَْلا  نِایَْنُبْلاکَ 

، مِاهَْلا یلَعَ  فِوُیُّسلِل  یبَْنأَ  هَُّنإِفَ  ذِجِاوََّنلا ، یلَعَ  اوُّضعُوَ 

، هَِّنسِلأَِل رُوَْمأَ  هَُّنإِفَ  حِامَِّرلا ، فِارَطْأَ  یلَعَ  اووُتَْلاوَ 

اوُتیِمأَوَ بِوُلقُْلِل ، نُکَسْأَوَ  شِأْجَْلِل  طَُبرْأَ  هَُّنإِفَ  رَاصَْبلأَا  اوُّضغُوَ 

لاَوَ رِاقَوَْلاِب ، یَلوْأَوَ  لِشَفَْلِل  دُرَطْأَ  هَُّنإِفَ  تَاوَصْلأَا 

عَمَ َّلاإِ  اهَوُلعَجْتَ  لاَوَ  اهَوُلِّیزَُت  لاَوَ  مْکُِتایَارَِب  اوُلیمِتَ 

لِوزُُن دَْنعِ  رَِباَّصلاوَ  رِامَِّذلِل  عَِنامَْلا  َّنإِفَ  مْکُِناعَجْشُ ;

اذَإِوَ لٍیِتقَِب ، اوُلِّثمَُت  لاَوَ  .ظِافَحِْلا  لُهْأَ  مْهُ  قِِیاقَحَْلا 

اوُلخُدْتَ لاَوَ  اًرْتسَ ، اوکُِتهْتَ  لاَفَ  مِوْقَْلا  لِاحَرِ  یَلإِ  مُْتْلصَوَ 

یِف مُْتدْجَوَ  امَ  َّلاإِ  مْهِِلاوَْمأَ  نِْم  اًئْیشَ  اوذُخُأْتَ  لاَوَ  اًرادَ ،

نَمْتَشَ نْإِوَ  يًذأَِب  هًأَرَْمإ  اوجُِّیهَُت  لاَوَ  مْهِرِکَسْعَ ،

َّنهَُّنإِفَ مْکُءَاحَلَصُوَ ; مْکُءَارَمَأُ  نَْببَسَوَ  مْکُضَارَعْأَ 

رُمَؤُْن اَّنکُ  دْقَوَ  لِوقُعُْلاوَ ، سِفُْنلأَاوَ  يوَقِْلا  تُاصَِقاَن 

لُجَُّرلا نَاکَ  نْإِوَ  تٌاکَرِشُْم ، َّنهُوَ  َّنهُْنعَ  ِّفکَْلاِب 

.هِدِْعَب نِْم  هُبَقِعَوَ  اهَِب  رَُّیعَُیفَ  هَأَرْمَْلا  لُوَانَتَیََل 
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مْهِِتایَارَِب نَوفُتَحْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  مُهُ  ظِافَحِْلا  لَهْأَ  نْأَ  اومُلَعْاوَ 

، اهَمَامَأَوَ اهَءَارَوَوَ  اهَیَِفافَحَ  نَورُیصِیَوَ  اهََنوفُِنتَکْیَوَ ،

لاَوَ اهَومُِّلسَُیفَ ، اهَْنعَ  نَورَُّخأَتَیَ  .اهََنوعُِّیضَُی لاَ  لاَوَ 

هُاخَأَ یسَاوَ  أًرَْمإ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ  .اهَودُرِْفُیفَ  اهَْیلَعَ  نَوُمَّدقَتَیَ 

هِْیلَعَ عَمِتَجْیَفَ  هِیخِأَ  یَلإِ  هَُنرْقَ  لْکِیَ  مَْلوَ  هِسِْفنَِب ،

یَِتأْیَوَ هَمَِئَّلالا ، کَِلذَِب  بَسِتَکْیَفَ  هِیخِأَ  نُرْقَوَ  هُُنرْقَ 

، نِْینَْثلإِا لُِتاقَُی  وَهُوَ  کَِلذَکَ  نُوکُیَ  فَْیکَوَ لاَ  .هٍءَاَندَِب 

هُْنِم اًبرِاهَ  هِیخِأَ  یلَعَ  هَُنرْقَ  یَّلخَ  دْقَ  هُدَیَ  کٌسِمُْم  اذهَوَ 

لاَفَ اللهُا ، هُْتقُمْیَ  هُْلعَْفیَ  نْمَفَ  اذَهَوَ ، هِْیَلإِ ؟ رُظُْنیَ 

لَاقَ دْقَوَ  اللهِا ، یَلإِ  مْکَُّرمَمَ  َّنإِفَ  اللهِا  تِْقمَِل  اوضَُّرعَتَتَ 

نِْئَل اللهِا ، مُْیأَوَ  � � � � � پ پ پ پ � � � � � � } : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا 

، هِلَجِلآا فِْیسَ  نِْم  نَومُلَسْتَ  هِلَجِاعَْلا لاَ  فِوُیسُ  نِْم  مُْترْرَفَ 

دَْعَب رُصَّْنلا  لُزِْنیَ  امََّنإِفَ  قِدِّْصلاوَ ، رِْبَّصلاِب  اوُنیعِتَسْافَ 

َّلاإِ هََّوُق  لاَوَ  هِدِاهَجِ ، َّقحَ  اللهِا  یِف  اودُهِاجَفَ  رِْبَّصلا ،

.اللهِاِب

Verily, Allah, the

Almighty and Majestic, has shown you a trade by which He will grant you an

escape from dreadful punishment and bring you great good. It is faith in

Allah and striving on His path. He has made their reward for it forgiveness

of sins and blessed dwellings in gardens of Eden. He, the Almighty and
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Majestic, said, “Surely, Allah loves those who fight on His path in ranks

like a tightly-packed building.” Arrange your ranks, thus, like a tightly-packed

.building. Bring forward the man clad in armor and keep back the unarmored

Bite hard on the teeth, for this makes swords stronger on the head. Twist the

edges of spears, for this makes the stabs of spearheads more piercing. Lower

your glances, for this increases confidence and raises the spirit. Deaden

your voices, for this dismisses feelings of failure and detains despair. As

for your standard, do not allow it to incline (towards the ground) and do not

desert it. Only put it in the hands of the brave among you. Those who defend

honor and are steadfast in their revelation of truth are the defenders who

are right in their opinions. Do not mutilate any killed person. When

you advance for the spoils of the (other) party, do not tear any veil, do not

break into any house to seize their property, take only things that you find

in their camps. Do not incite a woman by any harmful means even if they verbally

attack your chastity and revile your commanders and the righteous amongst you

because women are of deficient power, souls, and minds. We were ordered to

,eschew them while they were polytheists. Whenever a man has harmed a woman

he as well as his descendants have been imputed to dishonor because of it. Be

it known to you all, only the sagacious defenders among you will honor and protect

your standards. They should thus surround them from behind, front, and all
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sides. They should never fail to keep them raised. They should not hold them behind

them, so that they are easily surrendered, nor leave them behind, lest they remain

unprotected. May Allah have mercy on any man of you who comforts his brother

with his own life and does not flee, leaving his opponent with his brother so

.that his own opponent and his brother's opponent gather against his brother

For, by that, he will acquire blame and inferiority will come upon him. How

should he avoid it if he fights the two when he refrains from supporting his

brother and gives him up to the opponent, fleeing and looking at him? Whoever

does so will be loathed by Allah. Therefore, do not expose yourselves to the

loathing of Allah, for you will eventually pass by Him. Allah, the Almighty

and Majestic, has said, “Say: Flight will never benefit you. If you flee from

death or being killed, then you will only enjoy it a little.” I swear by

Allah that if you flee from the swords of this world, you will not be safe

from the sword of the next world. Therefore, seek help in steadfastness and

honesty, for victory comes only after showing steadfastness. So, strive hard

in the way of Allah such a striving as is due to Him. There is no power save

(with Allah.(1

p: 276

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:71, H. 3 - - 1
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p: 277
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Circumstances for Jihad

As deduced from the Holy Qur'an and the Holy Prophet’s traditions, we can list the
:situations when fighting with weapons is permissible

Defense of Islam: When the religion is endangered by polytheists or apostates of . 1
.Islam, it becomes obligatory to defend it by means of jihad

Self-defense: In addition to warding off dangers and defending one’s property and . 2
chastity, self-defense includes defending the Muslim community when exposed to

.killing or persecution

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of authority that
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

p: 278
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هِِتمَلَظْمَ نَودُ  لَِتُق  نْمَ 

.دٌیهِشَ وَهُفَ 

(He who is killed defending himself against wrongdoing is a martyr.(1

Another tradition holds that being killed defending oneself against wronging includes
(being killed in defense of one’s family members, property, and the like.(2

Resistance of Oppression and Tyranny: When the nation is exposed to unbearable . 3
extents of oppression and tyranny at the hands of despotic rulers who violate all
human values and confiscate man’s freedom, dignity, and basic rights, struggle

:against such rulers becomes obligatory. In this respect, the Holy Qur'an declares

نَیدِسِْفمُْلا نَِم  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  مْهُءَاسَِن  یِیحْتَسْیَوَ  مْهُءَانَْبأَ  حُِّبذَُی  مْهُْنِم  هًفَِئاطَ  فُعِضْتَسْیَ  اعًیَشِ  اهَلَهْأَ  لَعَجَوَ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  الَعَ  نَوْعَرِْف  َّنإِ 

نَیِثرِاوَْلا مُهُلَعَجَْنوَ  هًَّمِئأَ  مْهُلَعَجَْنوَ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  اوفُعِضُْتسْا  نَیذَِّلا  یلَعَ  َّنمَُن  نْأَ  دُیرُِنوَ 

Lo! Pharaoh exalted himself in the earth and made its people castes. He

!oppressed a tribe among them, killing their sons and sparing their women. Lo

He was of those who work corruption. We desired to show favor to those who

were oppressed in the earth, to make them examples, and to make them the

(inheritors. (28:4-5

Liberating the oppressed and the weak from the tyrants and the oppressors: . 4
:Referring to this sort of jihad, the Holy Qur'an states

مِِلاَّظلا هِیَرْقَْلا  هِذِهـَ  نِْم  انَجْرِخْأَ  انََّبرَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  نَیذَِّلا  نِادَْـلوِْلاوَ  ءِاسَِّنلاوَ  لِاجَِّرلا  نَِم  نَیفِعَضـْتَسْمُْلاوَ  هَِّللا  لِـیِبسَ  یِف  نَوُلِتاقـَُت  اَـل  مْکَُل  امـَوَ 
ارًیصَِن کَْندَُل  نِْم  انََل  لْعَجْاوَ  ایِلوَ  کَْندَُل  نِْم  انََل  لْعَجْاوَ  اهَُلهْأَ 

What reason do you have that you should not fight in the way of Allah

and of the weak among the men, the women, and the children who say, “Our
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Lord, cause us to go forth from this town whose people are oppressors. Give

(us from You a guardian and give us from You a helper.” (4:75

p: 279

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:92, H. 8 - - 1

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:92, H. 9 - - 2
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:With regard to the same issue, the Holy Prophet (s) is reported to have said

، نَیمِِلسْمُْلَل ایَ  لُوقُیَ : لاًجُرَ  عَمِسَ  نْمَ 

.مٍِلسْمُِب سَْیلَفَ  هُْبجُِی  مْلَفَ 

He is definitely not a Muslim who hears a man calling for the help of

(Muslims but he refrains from responding to him.(1

Fighting a Transgressing Muslim Faction: Jihad is obligatory in situations where a . 5
faction of Muslims violate the law and wrongfully rebel against a qualified, just ruler.
Three factions broke away and transferred their allegiances from Imam `Ali (‘a), led
by `A'ishah, Talhah, and al-Zubayr, the supporters of Mu`awiyah who challenged
Imam `Ali’s authority, and the apostates who abandoned their faiths (known as
Khawarij) all mutinied against the government of Imam `Ali (‘a), forcing him to fight
against them in defense of the Muslim community and government in the three

.famous battles led by him during his reign

Jihad is also carried out against Muslim parties that make inroads upon other Muslims.
In such cases, the community of Muslims is required to first make peace between
these two Muslims parties, but if one party refuses and goes on assaulting and
transgressing the other party, it will then be necessary for all Muslims to fight against

.this transgressing party in order to withstand transgression and oppression

p: 280

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:164, H. 5 - - 1
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Another example of fighting against the transgressors, which is a sort of jihad, is to
fight against the Muslim tyrannical rulers who subjugate the Muslim community by

.means of injustice, discrimination, and despotism

This category of jihad was practiced by Imam husayn (‘a) in his great uprising against
the tyrannical rule of Yazid ibn Mu`awiyah. Explaining his attitude to the tyranny of

:Yazid, Imam husayn (‘a) is reported to have said

، سُاَّنلا اهَُّیأَ 

يأرَ نْمَ  لَاقَ : هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لَوسُرَ  َّنإِ 

، هِدِهْعَِل اًثکِاَن  اللهِا ، مِارَحَِل  لاًّحِتَسُْم  اًرِئاجَ  اًناطَْلسُ 

لُمَْعیَ هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا ، لِوسُرَ  هَِّنسُِل  اًفِلاخَُم 

هِْیلَعَ رِّْیغَُی  مْلَفَ  نِاوَدْعُْلاوَ ، مِْثلإاِب  اللهِا  دِابَعِ  یِف 

.هُلَخَدْمَ هُلَخِدُْی  نْأَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ  اًقّحَ  نَاکَ  لٍْعِف  لاَوَ  لٍوْقَِب 

نْعَ اوَّْلوَتَوَ  نِاطَْیَّشلا ، هَعَاطَ  اوُمزَِل  دْقَ  ءِلاَؤُهَ  َّنإوَ  لاَأَ 

، دَودُحُْلا اوُلَّطعَوَ  دَاسَفَْلا ، اورُهَظْأَوَ  نِمَحَّْرلا ، هِعَاطَ 

، هَُللاَحَ اوُمَّرحَوَ  اللهِا  مَارَحَ  اوُّلحَأَوَ  ءِیْفَْلاِب ، اورَُثأْتَسْاوَ 

.رِْملأَا اذَهَِب  ُّقحَأَ  یِّنإوَ 

O people, Allah’s

Messenger (s) said, “If one realizes that an unjust ruler is violating the

prohibitions of Allah, breaching his pledge with Him, opposing the traditions

of His Messenger (s), and treating His servants with sinful and aggressive

means, but does not try to change that by a deed or a word, then Allah will
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definitely join him with that ruler.” Verily, those rulers abided by

obedience to Satan, abandoned obedience to the All-beneficent God, made

,mischief openly, infringed upon the provisions of Allah, seized booty

violated the prohibitions of Allah, and prohibited that which Allah had

deemed lawful. Most certainly, I am worthier than anyone else to stand against
(them.(1

p: 281

Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari, Tarikh al-Umam wa’l-Muluk (known as Tarikh al- - - 1
(. Tabari) 4:304; Ibn al-Athir, al-Kamil fi’l-Tarikh 4:48 (with a slight difference
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In the same manner, we can understand why the Holy Imams (‘a) defended the
uprising of Zayd ibn `Ali ibn al-husayn, which was based on the same understanding

:of jihad. About this uprising, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

اًمِلاعَ نَاکَ  اًدْیزَ  َّنإِفَ 

یَلإِ مْکُاعَدَ  امََّنإِوَ  هِسِْفَن ، یَلإِ  مْکُعُدْیَ  مَْلوَ  اًقودُصَ  نَاکَوَ 

رَهَظَ وَْلوَ  .هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٍَّمحَُم ، لِآ  نِْم  اضَِّرلا 

.هِْیَلإِ مْکُاعَدَ  امَِب  یفَوََل 

Verily, Zayd was knowledgeable and honest. He did not call you to

accept him as your leader; rather, he called you to revolt for the sake of

attaining the pleasure of Muhammad’s Household (s). Had he succeeded (in his

revolution), he would have certainly fulfilled his pledge and the slogan to

(which he had called you.(1

:Similarly, Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have said to al-Ma'mun, the `Abbasid ruler

یَلإِ اًدْیزَ  یخِأَ  سْقِتَ  لاَ 

یَّلصَ دٍَّمحَُم  لِآ  ءِامَلَعُ  نِْم  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِفَ  ٍّیِلعَ ، نِْب  دِْیزَ 

یِف لَِتُق  یَّتحَ  هُءَادَعْأَ  دَهَاجَفَ  بَضِغَ اللهِ  هِِلآوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

هُاَبأَ عَمِسَ  هَُّنأَ  رٍفَْعجَ  نُْب  یسَوُم  یِبأَ  یِنَثَّدحَ  دْقََلوَ  .هِِلیِبسَ 

یِّمعَ اللهُا  مَحِرَ  لُوقُیَ : مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  دٍَّمحَُم  نُْب  رُفَْعجَ 

رَفَظَ وَْلوَ  دٍَّمحَُم ، لِآ  نِْم  اضَِّرلا  یَلإِ  اعَدَ  هَُّنإِ  اًدْیزَ ،

: تُْلقُفَ هِجِورُخُ  یِف  یِنرَاشَتَسْا  دِقََل  هِْیَلإِ ، اعَدَ  امَِب  یفَوََل 

هِسَاَّنکُْلاِب بَوُلصْمَْلا  لَوُتْقمَْلا  نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  تَیضِرَ  نْإِ 

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2393 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_282_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


، ٍّقحَِب هَُل  سَْیَل  امَ  عَِّدیَ  مَْل  ٍّیِلعَ  نَْب  دَْیزَ  َّنإِ  کَُنأْشَفَ …

یَلإِ مْکُوعُدْأَ  لَاقَ : هَُّنإِ  .کَِلذَ  نِْم  یقَْتأَ اللهِ  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِوَ 

.هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٍَّمحَُم  لِآ  نِْم  اضَِّرلا 

Do not compare my brother Zayd(2) to Zayd ibn `Ali. Zayd ibn `Ali was one of the

scholars of the Household of Muhammad (s). He was angry for the sake of Allah. He
therefore strove against His

enemies until he was killed following His path. My father Musa ibn Ja`far

narrated that he had heard his father Ja`far ibn Muhammad saying, ‘May Allah

bless my uncle Zayd! He was inviting the people to attain the pleasure of

Muhammad’s Household (s), not towards himself. He would have fulfilled what

he had said if he had become victorious. He consulted with me about his

uprising and I told him, ‘O uncle! Do it if you are pleased to be killed and

.’ your corpse be hung up from the gallows in the al-Kunnasah neighborhood

.Zayd did not make any unrighteous claims. He was much more pious than that

(He invited the people to attain the pleasure of Muhammad’s Household (s).(3

p: 282

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:35-36, H. 1 - - 1
.Zayd ibn Musa, known as Zayd al-Nar - - 2

.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:39, H. 11 - - 3
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The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have also extolled the revolution of husayn ibn `Ali Sahib Fakhkh,
describing it as the most astounding misfortune after the tragic saga of al-Taff (i.e.

(Imam husayn’s martyrdom).(1

Of course, the first, third, fourth, and fifth situations of jihad apply to fighting against
non-Islamic powers that govern Muslim countries although apparent power is in the

.hand of Muslim rulers

Resistance, fighting, and use of weapons are permissible only when all other means—

like inviting to the way of Allah with wisdom and excellent preaching—fail to achieve
the goals. Hence, when rulers prevent Muslims by force from conveying the divine
mission, impose upon them laws that are incompatible to the laws of Islam, or deprive

them

p: 283

Al-Mamuqani, Tanqih al-Maqal 1:337, biography of al-husayn ibn `Ali (Sahib - - 1
(Fakhkh
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of the freedom of expressing their opinions or choosing for themselves, only then will
.armed resistance and fighting be legal to make the required changes

However, Muslims must have the power to fight as a means of self-defense or
defense of their religion. If not, they must wait for the appropriate opportunity. It is
also necessary that such fighting be under the supervision of a decent, well-versed
jurisprudent who enjoys all the qualifications of the political leadership as ordained by

.the code of Islamic law

Riba

(Riba(1)- Sayyid al-Khu'i, Minhaj al-Salihin, pp. 376.(2

guarding the borders) is three days at least and forty days as a maximum. If)

(it exceeds this period, it is then jihad.(3

p: 284

Taking up Positions on the Borders) Another category of jihad is to take up - ) 1
positions on the frontiers of the Muslim countries in order to safeguard them from
probable invasions by the enemy and be ready to defend border territories, especially
when these borders are common with the country of an enemy. Taking up positions
on the frontiers is obligatory only when the Muslim country anticipates an attack by a
non-Muslim enemy; otherwise, it is not obligatory although it is encouraged by the

.code of Islamic law
In this regard, Muhammad ibn Muslim and Zurarah have reported Imam al-Baqir - 2

Riba ِدٌاهَج. وَهُفَ  کَِلذَ  زَوَاجَ  اذَإِفَ  اًموْیَ ، نَوعَُبرْأَ  هُرُثَکْأَوَ  مٍاَّیأَ ، هَُثلاََث  طُاَبَّرلا  : and Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying
.Al-hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:19, H. 1 - - 3

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the
Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2396 of 2403

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_284_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_284_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/KOLI/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_284_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Conclusion

:The objectives of jihad according to Islam can be summarized in the following points

Jihad is one of the most significant devotional acts through which Islam and the . 1
Muslim community are protected; tyranny, corruption, and transgression are dealt

.with; and the dignity and esteem of Muslims are maintained

Jihad is one of the means of spreading the Islamic mission under certain . 2
circumstances and in an exceptional way. When all other means of invitation to the
religion of Islam are exhausted, and nothing prevents the acceptance of Islam except
psychological obstacles (that represent infidelity and deliberate rejection of the truth),

.only then is jihad carried out, in order to break these obstacles

Jihad is based on the right of self-defense in the face of direct aggression against . 3
Islam and the Muslim community. Jihad is a protective means against such threats.
Such jihad is called protective jihad. Whenever indications of such threats and
dangers are experienced, it becomes necessary to be in a state of preparation to

.confront them

Jihad is taking up arms against Muslim rulers that swerve away from the path of . 4
Islam and is carried out only when such rulers use power to prevent the Muslims from
conveying the mission of Islam or impose upon them a non-Islamic system of rule,
without giving them the freedom to express their opinions or to choose for
themselves. Once again, such jihad must be preceded by exhausting all the other

.peaceful means, such as preaching, advising and the like
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Fighting is obligatory only when there is sufficient capability to do so or to achieve . 5
the purposes sought after, even if this achievement requires a long time. It is
necessary to prepare the required power and wait for the most appropriate
opportunity although it is impermissible to miss a suitable opportunity or surrender in

.the face of despotic power

Fighting must be under the supervision of a just leader. In the present time, a just . 6
leader is represented by the well-versed and experienced jurisprudent who takes on
the political and social leadership, who has full acquaintance with the political and
social circumstances, and who is courageous and competent enough to identify the

.situations and take proper decisions according to religious law
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Epilogue

This is the concluding book of the series entitled, The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in
.Building a Virtuous Community

I pray to Almighty Allah to accept this meager effort out of His vast generosity, to
forgive all my faults and failings, and accept it as purely dedicated to Him out of His

.favor, grace, and magnanimity

I also pray to Him to make this work acceptable to my masters, the Household of
Divine infallibility and immaculacy—the Holy Prophet and the immaculate and pure
Members of his Household, especially the master and leader of our time, Imam al-

(. Mahdi (peace be upon them all

My success in my task can only come from Allah. In Him I trust and unto Him I look. All
praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. All blessings be upon our master,

.Muhammad, and upon his immaculate and pure Household

.Our Lord! Condemn us not if we forget or fall into error

.Our Lord! Lay not on us a burden like that which You did lay on those before us

.Our Lord! Lay not on us a burden greater than we have strength to bear

.Blot out our sins and grant us forgiveness

.Have mercy on us. You are our Protector

.Help us against those who stand against faith
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About center
In the name of Allah

نَومُلَْعیَالَنَیذَِّلاوََنومُلَْعیَنَیذَِّلایوِتَسْیَْلهَ
?Are those who know equal to those who do not know

al-Zumar: 9

:Introduction
Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan, from 2007, under the authority of
Ayatollah Haj SayyedHasanFaqihImami (God blesses his soul), by sincere and daily
efforts of university and seminary elites and sophisticated groups began its activities

. in religious, cultural and scientific fields

:Manifesto
Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan in order to facilitate and
accelerate the accessibility of researchers to the books and tools of research, in the
field of Islamic science, and regarding the multiplicity and dispersion of active centers

 in this field
and numerous and inaccessible sources by a mere scientific intention and far from
any kind of social, political, tribal and personal prejudices and currents, based on
performing a project in the shape of (management of produced and published works
from all Shia centers) tries to provide a rich and free collection of books and research
papers for the experts, and helpful contents and discussions for the educated
generation and all classes of people interested in reading, with various formats in the

. cyberspace
:Our Goals are

(propagating the culture and teachings of Thaqalayn (Quran and Ahlulbayt p.b.u.t-
encouraging the populace particularly the youth in investigating the religious issues-

 replacing useful contents with useless ones in the cellphones, tablets and computers-
providing services for seminary and university researchers-

spreading culture study in the publich-
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paving the way for the publications and authors to digitize their works-

:Policies
acting according to the legal licenses-

relationship with similar centers-
avoiding parallel working-

merely presenting scientific contents-
 mentioning the sources-

.It’s obvious that all the responsibilities are due to the author

:Other activities of the institute
Publication of books, booklets and other editions-

Holding book reading competitions-
Producing virtual, three dimensional exhibitions, panoramas of religious and tourism-

places

.Producing animations, computer games and etc-
Launching the website with this address: www.ghaemiyeh.com-

 Fabricatingdramatic and speech works-
Launching the system of answering religious, ethical and doctrinal questions-

Designing systems of accounting, media and mobile, automatic and handy systems,-
web kiosks

 Holding virtual educational courses for the public-
Holding virtual teacher-training courses-

Producing thousands of research software in three languages (Persian, Arabic and-
English) which can be performed in computers, tablets and cellphones and available
and downloadable with eight international formats: JAVA, ANDROID, EPUB, CHM, PDF,

HTML, CHM, GHB on the website
Also producing four markets named “Ghaemiyeh Book Market” with Android, IOS,-

WINDOWS PHONE and WINDOWS editions
:Appreciation

We would appreciate the centers, institutes, publications, authors and all honorable
. friends who contributed their help and data to us to reach the holy goal we follow

About centerGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 2401 of 2403

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


: Address of the central office
Isfahan, Abdorazaq St, Haj Mohammad JafarAbadei Alley, Shahid Mohammad

HasanTavakkoly Alley, Number plate 129, first floor
Website: www.ghbook.ir
Email: Info@ghbook.ir

Central office Tel: 03134490125
021 Tehran Tel: 88318722 ـ 

Commerce and sale: 09132000109
Users’ affairs: 09132000109

Introduction of the Center – Ghaemiyeh Digital Library
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