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Foreword

When and how Islam Came to China? What is th principal Factor of spreading Islam
through China? These are the main questions answered in this book

From vaas up to the present, I have been doing research on Chinese studies, But Study
about situation of Islam and muslims in China has been one of my important projects
over the years. It is very difficult to find a proper time when Islam came to China.
Historians differ to a great extent in appointing an accurate date for coming of Islam

to China

So much is certain that merchants, artisans, soldiers, prisoners of war, derveshes,
missionaries, mongol rulers who invaded ruthlessly Iran and other Islamic countries,
had the most important Role in coming and spreading Islam through China

A half century after rising Islam and at the begining of the
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Tang dynasty (¢\A-4.v), a large number of Iranian and Arab

merchants, from the shores of Persian Gulf and Arab sea, all arrived China by sea
route. These merchants enthusiastically introduced Islam to chinese people by
peaceful means. Gradually, Islam continued to advance from shores towards the land
of China and took roots in the important cities of east and southeast as well as North
area of China. The mongol's invasions to Iran was an accelerating and expanding
factor of the spread of Islam through China. The mongols paved the way for Travels
and emigration of Iranian muslims to China as well as influence of Islamic and Iranian
culture and civilization and propagation of Islam in China. Especially during the reign
of Kublai Khan, one Grandchild of Chingez Khan and founder of Yuan dynasty (\yvi-
ywoA) in China, Islam reached to its highest Peak of development and spreading in

China. Iranian muslims had the important role in empire Administration at this era

After the fall of mongol's Yyan dynasty, during the reign of Ming dynasty's (\vsa-15¥f)
emperors, Islam reached to central part of China. Many great mosques and about
ninety more in other provinces of the empire, all erected at the cost of the emperors

Of course, one of the most important factors of spreading Islam through China in this
period was the Travels and

VOYZup
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expanding scientific and cultural Exchanges among chinese

muslim scholars and Islamic countries. However, Islam developed agreat deal in
Inner part and Northwest of China during ging dynasty «(sfe-1a1y), but the early
muslims in China faced oppression and discrimination, and the tyrannical Manchu

dynasty was the harshest era

Therefore, Muslims rised to save themselves from the yoke of ging dynasty and
minister justice as well as to establish an independent muslim state. During this
period, Five wars waged against the muslims: Lanzhou (\AY.-YA), Yunnan Q\av.),
Xinjiang (\Af¥v), Yunnan (\asv) and Shanxi (\a#1). The Manchus slaughtered muslims and

razed mosques

Severe suppression of muslim movemens by Qing emperors was one of the important
factors of standstill of Islam development and muslim movements in China during
nineteenth century

REZA MORADZADEH
(M S.in history)
DecemberA.y. .\
Tehran
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