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Category: The vy Imams
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point

This text contains a detailed biography of the life, lineage, and circumstances of our
eleventh Imam [a]. Apart from detailing the life of the Imam [a], the author also
discusses the tafsir exegesis) of the Qur'an that is attributed to him, as well as lists

.and describes all the companions of his who narrated traditions from him

Important notice: nbsp;Important Notice about This Text

The Ahlul Bayt DILP team wishes to inform the reader of some important points
regarding this digitized text, which represents the English translation of a work
originally written in ArabicWhereas no one can doubt the best intentions of the
translator and the publishers in making this title accessible to an English speaking
audience, the editing and digitization process of this book (carried out by the DILP

-Team) has revealed issues in the quality of translation

Based upon this fact, the DILP team has taken the liberty to make grammatical
corrections to make the text more readable and less ambiguous; spelling mistakes
and typographical errors have also been corrected and an attempt has been made to
improve the highly non-standard use of transliteration of Arabic names and terms.

.The online text is not an exact reproduction of the original translation

Users wishing to see the translation as it was published should refer to printed copies
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available in bookshops. Those who understand are advised to refer directly

pP:
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to the original text

The Ahlul Bayt DILP Team

Person Tags: Imam Hasan al-Askari

Dedication

;To the pioneer of the human intellect

;To the establisher of human civilization

;To he who has filled the world with virtues and knowledge
.To the Imam and teacher: Ja’far as-Sadiq

I humbly offer to his highness this effort about his grandson Imam Abu Muhammad
al-Hasan al-Askari @.s.)who had raised the banner of truth and justice in the world of
Islam,and I pray it will be accepted

The Author

Introduction

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent The Merciful
)

Imam Abu Muhammad al-Hasan bin Ali al-Askari @s.) is the eleventh imam of the
infallible imams of the Ahlul Bayt @.s.). The blessed and pious Imams carried the
banner of Islam, undertook the goals of the religion, sacrificed their lives into its way,
and accustomed themselves to face disasters, difficulties, and hardship to spread the
high values and goals of this religion. Indeed, just how many favors have they

Ibestowed upon Muslims

This great imam had intellectual, scientific talents, and abilities that made him without
dispute an intellectual genius among men. He was one of the heroes of history by his
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resisting the various challenges and standing up against the deviate and oppressive
Abbasid rule. He rebelled against the corruptive regimes and spared no effort in

achieving truth and justice among people

(Y)

Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) was like his fathers in his tendencies and aims. Indeed,

they all were like each other in reaching the highest

p:y
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ranks of virtue and perfection

Historians have claimed he was the most knowledgeable one in the religious verdicts
and affairs and that all scholars and ‘Ulama’ (scholars) of his age were in need of him
to ladle from the fount of his knowledge and sciences

He was the most devoted, pious worshipper of all people of his time. He preferred the
obedience of Allah to everything. He was the most patient and forbearing one. He
suppressed his anger and pardoned whoever wronged him. He was the most
generous, the kindest to the poor, and the most charitable to the needy. He appointed
agents in many countries of the Islamic world entrusting them with the distributing of
the legal dues, which came to him, among the poor and the weak of Muslims to get
them out of their poverty and deprivation, whereas he himself lived like the poor. He
paid no attention to the pleasures and desires of this life, like his fathers who turned

their backs to this world and turned completely towards Allah and the after-world

()

Historians mention that all people glorified and honored Imam al-Askari @s.), and
acknowledged his virtue and preference to all of the Alawids and the Abbasids at his
time. When the imam @.s.) came to the Abbasid royal palace, every one of the
attendants stood up and bowed glorifying him. Viziers, clerks, army leaders, and all
statesmen regarded him so highly. Al-Fatah bin Khagan, the prime minister of al-

Mutawakkil, preferred Imam al-Hasan al-Askari @.s.) to

p:¥
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all eminent scholars and ‘Ulama’, and acknowledged that no one had the virtues and
qualities that the imam @.s.) had at that time

(%)

It was natural that the nation, with all classes, regarded and glorified Imam Abu
Muhammad @.s.) for they saw his guidance, piety, righteousness, asceticism, loyalty
to the truth, and devotedness to Allah. They were certain that he was the caliph of
Allah on Earth, and the only representative of his grandfather the great Prophet
saww.). In addition to that, Imam al-Hasan al-Askari @.s.) undertook the fatal
issues of the Islamic nation, and defended the rights of Muslims. He criticized the
rulers of his time for wronging people and disregarding their rights. Therefore, the

.nation glorified him and acknowledged his necessary leadership

®)

The Abbasid kings became displeased when they saw and heard that the masses
glorified Imam al-Hasan al-Askari @s.), and that great numbers of Muslims believed
in his Imamate and thought that he was worthier of the caliphate than the Abbasids
who had no quality that might make them fit for the Islamic caliphate. Spite against
the Imam @.s.) filled the hearts of the Abbasid rulers who took severe procedures

against him

They imposed an economic blockade against him, and put him under house arrest in
Samarra’. They surrounded him with policemen and detectives to watch his every
breath. They subjected every one who contacted him to severe penalties. This was -

as I think - the reason for why only a few narrators narrate traditions from him,and

p:¥
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S0 hot many maxims, literatures, and religious rulings were transmitted from him
%)

There was another very sensitive reason that led the Abbasids to watch Imam al-
Hasan al-Askari @.s.) strictly. It was that Imam al-Hasan al-Askari @.s.) was the
father of Imam Muhammad al-Mahdi @s.), the awaited savior and reformer who

would fill the world with justice, and would destroy oppressors and oppression

The Prophet (s.a.w.w.) and his guardians gave good tidings about him, and told the
nation that this savior would spread political and social justice on Earth, and all
Muslims of different traditions believed this

Therefore, the Abbasids were afraid of this savior, and thought that he would remove
their rule and authority. They released spies on Imam al-Hasan al-Askari @s.) to
know of the birth of this son. They sent female spies to see which of his wives would
give birth to a male baby, so that he may be taken away. But Allah the Aimighty made
the pregnancy and the birth of Imam al-Mahdi @.s.) an unknown matter, just as He

had made the birth of Prophet Moses (@.s.) unknown to the Pharaoh

V)

This book studies the age of Imam al-Askari @.s.) and all its events. The study of the
age is necessary because it sheds lights on the intellectual, social, economical, political
life of that age. Naturally, it has direct influence on the life of one who lives in that very
age. Besides that, it uncovers the dimensions of his life and personality, and the

extent of

p:o
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the influence of the events of that age on him
\)

The book features the economic life of that age which was neither sound nor stable
but confused and paralyzed. The Abbasid governments at the age of Imam al-Askari
@.s.) did not create ease for people, nor did their rule result in the creation of the
noble life that Islam wanted for the nation. Excessive wealth was accumulated in the
possession of the members of the Abbasid family, statesmen, and their agents. They
spent lavishly. They appropriated the treasures of the earth while the majority of the
Muslim peoples suffered poverty and deprivation, besides the pains, sufferings, and
subjugation they faced from the government officials in collecting the land tax and

other taxes

)

We have also presented a study on the kings of the age of Imam al-Askari @.s.). Most
of those kings were insignificant and ineffective. They submitted to their lusts and
desires and were fond of maids and songstresses. Their red nights were full of sin.
They were indifferent to what Allah had ordered the guardians of Muslims to do in
order to better the general life of the nation, to offer the necessary services for

people, and to find equivalent opportunities for all citizens

Most of the Abbasid kings did nothing of that sort - rather they appropriated the
wealth of Allah for themselves and took the people of Allah as their own slaves. They
ran the nation violently and oppressively. They entrusted the Turks, who were harsh,

ignorant, and

p:#
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unaware of administration and politics, with absolute authority over the nation, and
they sank the nation into seditions and disasters

(V)

Many historical facts and events were mixed together, distorted, or fabricated
because some historians intended to overlook the clear errors of some kings and
rulers. They tried to praise them with noble epithets and good qualities that they did
not possess, whereas, in reality, those kings and rulers were the worst of tyrants who
threw the nation into an abyss of oppression and corruption, and exploited the
economy of the state for their own pleasures and fancies, and afflicted the public with

poverty and wretchedness

It is neither fidelity nor truth to regard those tyrants with the eye of holiness and
sacredness and to trust in them as ideal personalities. It is very necessary to study
Islamic history thoughtfully, impartially, and aloof from any fanaticism. Authors must

write just for the truth and the good of the nation

(\Y)

Also, in this book, we have mentioned a group of jurisprudents, scholars, and
narrators who narrated traditions from Imam Abu Muhammad al-Askari @.s.) and
took from his knowledge and sciences. This is necessary - as I think - because it
completes the research on the noble personality of the imam @s.) for it shows the
extent of his association with the men of knowledge and their association with him at
that critical period where the Abbasid government put the imam under severe watch,

.and punished whoever associated with him

This confinement affected the

p:v
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imam @.s.) and caused him much pain, because nothing would be more painful to an
intellectual powerhouse than preventing them from expressing their knowledge and
sciences and transmitting their opinions and ideas to others

(\Y)

And here, I find it from gratefulness and loyalty to the great efforts of the grand
scholar my brother, Sheikh Hadi Sharif al-Qurashi, who went through some reference
books concerning the subject of this book, as well as his useful directions and valuable
instructions. I pray for Allah to reward him with the best of His rewards that He

rewards His loyal people with

Holy city of Najaf
Bagqir Sharif al-Qurashi

TheImam’s Noble Lineage
point

Imam Abu Muhammad al-Hasan al-Askari @.s.) was from the heart of the prophetic
family, by which Allah had honoured the Arabs and Muslims. It was the holiest family
that had undertaken the issues of truth and justice among all peoples of the earth.
There is no lineage in this world like the noble lineage which Imam al-Askari @s.)

belonged to

He was the son of Imam al-Hadi bin Imam Muhammad al-Jawad bin Imam Ali ar-
Redha bin Imam Musa al-Kadhim bin Imam Ja'far as-Sadiq bin Imam Muhammad al-
Bagir bin Imam Ali Zayn-al-Aabidin @s-Sajjad) bin Imam al-Husayn bin Imam Ali bin
Abu Talib (peace be on them). These were the infallible imams of the Ahlul Bayt @s.)
whom Allah had kept uncleanness away from and purified a thorough purifying, and

whom the Prophet (@.s.) had made as the boat of rescue and safety for people

His Father

His father was Imam Ali


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

p:A


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

al-Hadi @s.), the tenth imam of the Shi’a faith. He was from the masters of the Ahlul
Bayt @.s.) and the most knowledgeable, pious, and virtuous of all people at his time

His Mother

His mother was the best of women at her time in her chastity, purity, and piety.
Historians say she was from the good knowing women.(\) Imam al-Hadi @.s.) praised
(her by saying, ‘Saleel (her name) was purified from error, defect, and impurity .’ (v

She was a bondmaidx) from an-Nawbah.¢f) It did not harm her that she was a
bondmaid, for man in the view of Islam is exalted by his guidance, piety, and
propriety, and he is degraded by deviation from the right path

Historians disagreed on her name. Some of them said her name was Saleel, which is
the most valid assertion according to the previous tradition of Imam al-Hadi @s.).
Some said she was called Sawsan.() Others said her name was Hadithah,¢) and

others said Hareebah

The Great Newborn Child

The birth of the newborn boy, Hassan Al-Askari who was the descendant of
prophethood, and the remainder of the Imamate, made the world shine and Samara
bloom. This great newborn was the continuity of the life of his infallible fathers who lit
the intellectual life in the world of Islam. Delight and joy filled the hearts of the
prophetic family for they knew that he would be the imam after his father, as Imam

al-Hadi @.s.) had told them

(Some historians said he was born in Medina,«v) and some others said in Samarra.
p:a
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Egypt. The Prophet @s.) praised the people of an-Nawbah by saying, ‘Whoever has
’.no brother, let him take a brother from an-Nawbah
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Historians also gave different dates for his birth. It was said that he was born in
(Rabee’ al-Awwal() yr AH,(Y) Or Y¥\,(*) OF Y¥Y,(F) OF Y¥¥.(0

Ceremonies of Birth

After the birth of this blessed son, Imam al-Hadi @s.) recited the call to prayer in his
right ear, and the Igamah, the call to start prayer in his left ear. This was the first
hymn that this blessed newborn boy met life with; “Allah is great, there is no god but

"Allah

On the seventh day after birth, Imam al-Hadi @.s.) cut the hair of his newborn child,
.and gave silver or gold as much as the weight of his son’s hair to the poor as charity

His Name And Surname

Imam al-Hadi @.s.) named his blessed newborn child “al-Hasan” like the name of his
great uncle, the master of the youth of Paradise. He surnamed him as Abu
Muhammad,) and Muhammad was the name of the awaited Imam al-Mahdi @.s.),
the great reformer and saviour of humanity, and the sought-after hope of the

deprived and the disabled in the earth

His Epithets

‘His epithets expressed his high and noble qualities. He was called
(Al-Khalis (the pure) .\
(Al-Hadi the guide) .¥

Al-Askari (of the military); ) he was called so because the city (Samarra’) he lived in .»
which was a military camp

(Az-Zakiy (pure, chaste, righteous)(\. ¥

Al-Khass (peculiar),(yv) that Allah had distinguished him with virtues, and with . »
responding to his supplications
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As-Samit (silent),(\v): he was silent and he spoke just wisdom, knowledge, and the .¢
mention of Allah

.,(As-Sires (amp v
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that he was as a lamp lighting the way and guiding the deviant to righteousness
(At-Taqiy (pious)(\ A
His Mien

Ahmad bin Ubaydillah bin Khagan said about Imam al-Askari @.s.), ‘He was brown
with big eyes, fine stature, beautiful face, and good body. He had gravity and
(solemnity (v) And it was said he was between brown and white.’«¢

His Upbringing

Imam Al-Askari @.s.) grew up in the house of guidance and the center of Imamate
and general authority of Muslims. He was from the noble house whose people Allah
had kept uncleanness away from and purified thoroughly

Ash-Shabrawi says regarding this exalted house, ‘What an honourable house it is and
what a glorious lineage it is! It is the house of pride and exaltation. They are all equal
inthe noble root, in the good inners, and in glory like the teeth of a comb

How exalted a house it is! It has all qualities of perfection to the extent that it is not
excepted by limitations such as “other than” or “except”. These imams have been
ordered in glory like the order of pearls, and harmonized in honor that the first of
them equals the next. Many were those who strove to degrade this house but Allah
exalted and still exalts it, and many were those who spared no effort to separate the
unity of this house but Allah gathered and gathers it. How many rights of this house

(were lost but Allah does not ignore or lose...’(¢

Scholarly studies note that
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one’s household has great influence on the forming of man’s behavior and the
building of his personality. The good or bad scenes he sees inside the house are
impressed upon him and adhere to him throughout his life. In the light of this fact,
Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) obtained the best scenes of the purest education. He
grew up in a house that Allah had purified and exalted ... the house that raised the

Word of Allah high in the Earth and offered dear sacrifices for the sake of Islam

Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) grew up in the house of the Qur'an and the heart of
Islam. His father Imam al-Hadi @.s.) fed him with guidance and ideals to be the
.continuity of the mission of Islam

God—Fearing

The distinct aspect in the childhood of Imam Abu Muhammad al-Hasan al-Askari @s.)
was the fear of Allah. He was God-fearing since his early years. Historians mentioned
that one day some man passed by Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) and saw him cry while
he was with his fellow children. The man thought that this child cried for the toys in the
children’s hands and that he could not participate in their playing. The man told the

child that he would buy him what he might play with

,The child said

’ No! We have not been created for play*

?The man was astonished and said, ‘Then, what for we have been created
’ The child said, ‘For knowledge and worship

?The man asked the child, ‘Where have you got this from

The

p: Y
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child said, ‘From this saying of Allah (What! Did you then think that We had created
> (you in vain)(x

The man was astonished and confused. He said to the child, ‘What has happened to
?you while you are still a guiltless little child

The child said, ‘Be away from me! I have seen my mother set fire to big pieces of
firewood, but fire is not lit except with small pieces, and I fear that I shall be from the
(small pieces of the firewood of the Hell ’(x

Faith in Allah was a part of, and a distinguishing element of Imam Abu Muhammad
@.5s.). He did not fear but Allah, and this trait remained in him until the last moment of
his life

With His Father

Imam Abu Muhammad al-Askari @.s.) spent a part of his life with his father Imam al-
Hadi @.s.). He did not part with him even in his travels. He saw in his father a true
picture of the morals of his grandfather the messenger of Allah (s.a.w.w.) who had
been preferred to all prophets, and saw in him the spirits of his fathers, the infallible

(iImams @s

On the other hand, Imam al-Hadi @.s.) saw in his son the natural continuity of the
great Imamate and general authority of the Prophet s.aw.w.), and therefore he
cared much for him. He praised him saying, “My son Abu Muhammad is the best of the
progeny of Muhammad (blessing be on him and on his progeny) in nature, and the

most trustworthy in
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authority. He is the eldest of my children, and he is my successor and the recipient of
(the handholds of Imamate and its governance.”(\

of course, Imam al-Hadi @.s.) was far above flattering or submission to emotions. He
did not praise his son and announce his virtue unless he saw in him all noble aspects
and high qualities. And it was so, because Imam Abu Muhammad al-Askari @.s.) had

all these virtues and nobilities

Imam al-Hasan al-Askari @.s.) kept to his father Imam al-Hadi @.s.) and saw what he
suffered from the Abbasid kings, especially al-Mutawakkil who spared no effort in
oppressing Imam al-Hadi @.s.). This tyrant was excessive in harming the Imam. He
house-arrested him in Samarra’ and surrounded his house with policemen and
detectives to watch him, and to prevent the ‘Ulama’, jurisprudents, and the rest of the

Shi’a from associating with him

Al-Mutawakkil also oppressed Imam al-Hadi @.s.) in his living affairs, and ordered his
men to search the house of the imam from time to time and take him to al-Mutawakkil
in whatever state he was. It was al-Mutawakkil himself who had prevented officially
the visiting to the holy shrine of Imam al-Husayn @.s.), and ordered the shrine to be
destroyed. All those terrible events took place before the eyes of Imam Abu
Muhammad @.s.) while he was yet in the early years of his youth. His heart was filled

with pains and sorrows during the period he lived with his father

The Death of His Brother

Muhammad Abu Ja’far, the brother
p: ¥
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of Imam al-Askari @.s.), was a wonderful example of the infallible imams and a true
picture of their thoughts and principles. He was very intelligent, with high morals and
possessed vast knowledge, to the extent that many of the Shi’a thought that he would

.(be the imam after his father Imam al-Hadi @.s

Al-Aarif al-Kilani said about Abu Ja’far, ‘I accompanied Abu Ja’far Muhammad bin Al
since he was young. I saw no one purer nor more honorable than him. Abul Hasan al-
Askari Idmam al-Hadi) left him in Hijaz while he was a child and then he came to him a
young. He kept to his brother Abu Muhammad @.s.)(\) who educated him and fed him

> with his knowledge, wisdom, and morals

Abu Ja’far became seriously ill, maybe because of being poisoned by the Abbasids. He
remained in this state for some days, suffering intolerable pains while his brother
Imam Abu Muhammad @s.), who loved him much, was with him all this time.
However, after not long, Abu Ja’far departed to the better world, but Imam Abu
Muhammad’s heart was broken and he was very sorrowful and distressed over the

loss of his dear brother

With His Brother Al-Husayn

Al-Husayn bin Ali al-Hadi @.s.) was a pure man of great knowledge and high morals.
He was always with his brother Imam Abu Muhammad al-Hasan al-Askari @.s.) and
they were called “as-Sibtayn”(v) like their two grandfathers Imam Hasan and Imam

Husayn @.s.). They were famous for this title at that time

LAbu Hashim said, ‘One day
p:1o

.(Al-Mujdi fin-Nasab (manuscript -
.The two grandsons -y


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12705/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_15_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12705/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_15_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

I rode on my sumpter and said: ‘(Glory be to Him Who made this subservient to us and
(we were notable todoit).(x

One of as-Sibtayn heard me say that and said to me, ‘You have not been ordered of
this, but you have been ordered to remember the blessing of your Lord on you when
(you ride on it (on the sumpter).’ v

The Loss of His Father

Imam al-Hasan al-Askari @.s.) suffered the great loss of his father, and it was the
heaviest calamity he had ever faced in his life

The Abbasid tyrant al-Mu’tamid assassinated Imam al-Hadi @.s.) by adding poison to
his food,) when he saw all people talk prevalently about the virtues and vast
knowledge and the high position of the imam. He was very angry and was filled with

envy against Imam al-Hadi @.s.). Then, he committed this terrible crime against him

After being poisoned, Imam al-Hadi @.s.) suffered terrible pains and retired to bed.
The Shi’a and high statesmen visited him. Some poets visited him like Abu Hashim al-
Ja’fari who composed a sorrowful poem on him. Abu Du’amah visited him and when
he wanted to leave, the imam said to him,‘O Abu Du’amah, you have a right on me. Do

’?1 tell you a tradition that shall delight you

’ Abu Du’amah said, ‘I am in utmost need of that O son of the messenger of Allah

Imam al-Hadi @.s.) said, ‘My father Muhammad bin Ali told me from his father Ali bin
Musa bin Ja’far from his father Ja’far
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bin Muhammad from his father Muhammad bin Ali from his father Ali bin al-Husayn
from his father al-Husayn bin Ali from his father Ali bin Abu Talib that the messenger
of Allah @s.) said to him, ‘Write down? Ali said, ‘What shall I write down?’ The
messenger of Allah @.s.) said, ‘Write down: “In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the
Merciful. Faith is that which hearts acknowledge and deeds prove, and Islam is that

’ which tongues witness and marriage becomes lawful with

Abu Du’amah said, ‘O son of the messenger of Allah, I do not know which of them is
"Ibetter; the tradition or the narrators

Ali al-Hadi @.s.) said, ‘It is a book written down by the hand of Ali bin Abu Talib and the
(dictation of the messenger of Allah @.s.) that we inherit one from the other’\

Before his death, Imam al-Hadi @.s.) announced that the imam after him would be his
son Abu Muhammad al-Hasan al-Askari @.s.). He appointed him as the general
authority for the Shi’a and entrusted him to prepare his corpse @fter death), offer the

Jprayer on him, and bury him. He entrusted him with other affairs too

To The Paradise

The poison reacted inside the body of Imam al-Hadi @.s.) and he grew weaker and
weaker. Death approached him hastily, and when he felt his end, he turned towards
the Qiblah and began reciting some Surahs (chapters) from the Qur'an. His pure soul

went high to the heaven surrounded by angels while his lips and heart were
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busy mentioning Allah. The earth shook for the terrible disaster. The leader, the
instructor, and the father of the weak and the deprived died! A bondmaid went out of
the Imam’s house crying out, ‘It was terrible that which we have met on Monday

(before and nowr

The women’s eyes were filled with tears after this alarming cry, and their memories
went back to that Monday where the meeting of as-Sagifah() was held and since
.(then disasters and misfortunes were poured over the Ahlul Bayt @.s

Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) washed the pure corpse of his father, and enshrouded it.
Then he offered the prayer on his father while his heart was full of sorrow and pain
for the great loss

Samarra’ shook for the terrible affliction, and people of all classes hurried to escort
the pure corpse of their imam. Stores, markets, and state offices were closed. Viziers,
‘Ulama’, judges, high officials, and the rest members of the Abbasid family were
before the bier while mentioning the virtues and high qualities of the imam and talking
about the great loss that afflicted the Muslim nation. Historians said that Samarra’

had never seen such escorting throughout its history

Under a halo of the call “Allah is great" and before masses of human beings who were
like waves in the sea, Imam al-Hadi @s.) was placed by his son Imam Abu
Muhammad al-Hasan al-Askari, whose tears were flowing over his cheeks, into his

last abode

When Imam al-Hadi @.s.) died, Imam al-Askari @.s.) was
pP: A

Murooj ath-Thahab, vol.¥ p.yvy -

It was the day of the prolonged and acerbic negotiations which preceded the - v
nomination of Abu Bakr as the successor of the Prophet (s.a.w.w.) who died just then
and was not buried yet at the time of that meeting


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12705/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_18_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12705/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_18_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

twenty(\) or twenty-three years old.r¢s He assumed the Imamate and the general
religious authority over Muslims while he was yet too young

All elements of piety and righteousness, all virtues of this world, manners of
prophethood, and qualities of Imamate were gathered in Imam Abu Muhammad al-
Hasan al-Askari @.s.), compared to whom there was none better in his time. Here we

talk in brief about his worship

His Worship

Imam Abu Muhammad al-Askari @.s.) was the best worshipper among all people of
his time. He spent the night with praying, prostrating, and reciting the Book Qur’an).
Muhammad ash-Shakiri said, ‘The imam sat in the mihrab and prostrated. I slept and

(@woke while he was still in prostration.” (v

His Prayer

In his prayer, he turned with all his heart and feelings towards Allah, the Creator of
the universe and the Giver of life. He felt or paid attention to nothing of the affairs of
this life while he was in prayer. His soul clung to Allah devotedly and totally

His Qunut

In his prayer during the Qunut), Imam Abu Muhammad @ s.) recited this du’a

O You, Whose light covers darkness, O You, by Whose holiness rugged mountain
passes are lit, O You, to Whom all the inhabitants of the earth and the heavens
submit, O You, to Whom every insolent tyrant surrenders with obedience, O You the
Aware of hidden consciences, You are Merciful to everything and Aware of
everything, forgive those who repent and follow Your path, protect them from the

torment of Fire, give them soon Your victory that
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Qunut is a supplication recited in prayers -v
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You have promised them of and You do not fail the promise! Devastate the people of
.evil and take them to the worst abode in the worst punishment and the ugliest retreat

O Allah, You know the secrets of creatures, and are aware of their consciences. You
are in need of nothing except that You carry out what You have promised of. You do
not uncover the hidden secrets of Your people. O my Lord, You know what I conceal
and what I show of my behaviors, movements, and all my emotions. O my Lord, You
see the sufferings of the people of Your obedience and what they meet from Your
enemies, and You are generous and not stingy in Your blessings, and the more efforts
require more reward. You have ordered Your people of supplication if they turn to You

sincerely and this requires the more of Your favors

These forelocks and necks are submissive to You subserviently acknowledging Your
deity, invoking on You with their hearts, and looking forward to Your prompt
rewarding, and what You willed took place and what You will shall take place. You are
the called upon, the hoped for, and the asked that no taker whatever great he is shall
decrease You d.e., Your favors), and no seeker whatever he insists and invokes shall
weary You. Your kingdom shall not come to an end, and Your eternal glory shall

remain forever, and nothing in the ages is out of Your will a bit. You are

p:y-
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Allah, there is no god but You, the Merciful, the Mighty. O Allah, assist us by Your
assistance, suffice us with Your protection, and give us what You give those who hold
(fast by Your rope, who shade themselves under Your shade...’(x

His Du’a in the Morning

O You, Who are greater than every great thing, Who have no partner and no vizier; O¢
You, the Creator of the sun and the lighting moon, the shelter to the resorting fearful,
the Liberator of tied captives, the nourisher of young babies, the setter of broken
bones, the Merciful to the old, the light of light, the Manager of affairs, the
Resurrector of those in graves, the Healer of chests, the Maker of shadow and heat,
the One Aware of what is in chests, the Revealer of the Book, the light, the great

Qur'an, and the Book of Psalms

O You, Whom angels glorify in the morning and night; O You, the Permanent and
Eternal, the Bringer forth of plants in the early morning and afternoon, the Enlivener
of the dead, the Resurrector of decayed bones, the Hearer of sounds, the Everlasting,

tthe Dresser of bones that decay after death

O You, Whom nothing distracts from any other thing, Who do not change from a state
to another, Who do not need to move or advance, Whom no affair prevents from any
other affair, Who cancels for charity and supplication what has been determined and

,affirmed in the Heaven of bad judgement, Whom no place can include or encompass
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Who puts remedy in what You like of things, Who keeps alive from serious disease
with the least of nourishment, Who removes by the least of remedy the worst of
diseases

O You, Who, if promises, fulfils, if threatens, pardons; O You, Who possesses the
needs of requesters, Who knows what is there inside the consciences of the silent; O
You, the Most Magnificent, the Generous in pardoning

O You, Who have a face that never becomes old, Who have complete sovereignty,
Who have the inextinguishable light, Whose throne is over everything, Whose
authority is over the land and the sea, Whose wrath is in Hell, Whose mercy is in
Paradise, Whose promises are true, Whose favors are uncountable, Whose mercy is

wide

O You, the Helper of the callers for help, the Responder to the call of the compelled, O
You, Who are in high esteem while Your creation is of low esteem, O You, the Lord of
the mortal souls, the Lord of the worn bodies, the most perceptive of seers, the most
hearing of hearers, the most prompt of accounters, the wisest of judges, the Most
Merciful of the merciful, the Giver of gifts, the Releaser of captives, the Lord of glory,

the One of piety and forgiveness

O You, Whose limit cannot be perceived, Whose humber cannot be counted, Whose
aid does not cease, I bear witness, and the witness to me is honor and supply, and
from me obedience and submission, and by which I

p: vy
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hope deliverance on the day of sighing and regret, that You are Allah; there is no god
but You alone with no partner, and that Muhammad is Your slave and messenger,
Your blessing be on him and on his progeny, and that he has informed and carried out
on behalf of You what was his duty to You, and that You always create, provide with
livelihood, give, deny, exalt, humble, enrich, impoverish, disappoint, help, pardon,
show mercy, forgive, overlook what You know, do not wrong, straiten, enlarge, omit,
fix, initiate, reproduce, enliven and deaden; have mercy on Muhammad and the
progeny of Muhammad and guide me from You, give me from Your favor, spread on
me from Your mercy, and send down to me from Your blessings, for You often have
accustomed me to good and favor, given me too much, and uncovered my ugly deeds

O Allah, send blessings on Muhammad and the progeny of Muhammad and hasten my
deliverance, forgive my slips, pity my loneliness, take me to the best of Your worships,
gift me with health from my illness, plenty of my supplies, inclusive soundness in my
body, insight in my religion, and help me to ask you for forgiveness before death
comes and hope ends, and help me bear death and its distress, the grave and its
loneliness, the scales and their lightness, the sirat() and its slip, the Day of

Resurrection and its terror

I ask You for the acceptance of deeds before death, and ask

p: vy
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You for strength in my hearing and sight for the doing of the best of that You have
taught and made me understand. You are the lofty Lord, and I am the humble slave,
and how great the difference between us! O You, Compassionate, Benefactor, of
Glory and Honor, have blessings on Muhammad and the progeny of Muhammad the

(good, the purer

His Ideals

He was ideal in faith, morals, and psychology. He inherited all the perfections of his
fathers who had been created for virtue and honor. We refer here to some of his
perfections

His Knowledge

Historians unanimously mentioned that Imam Abu Muhammad al-Askari @.s.) was the
most knowledgeable and the best of the people of his age, not only in religious affairs
and laws, but in all fields of knowledge. Bakhtshou’ the Christian physician said to his
disciple Batrig about the imam, ‘...and he is the most knowledgeable of all those under

(the sky in our day.’ (v

If the Abbasid tyrants had given way to the imams of the Ahlul Bayt @.s.) and not
subjected them to strict chase and confinement, they would have filled the world with
their knowledge and sciences, and humanity would have received kinds of knowledge
and intellectual development that it had never obtained throughout all ages and

times

The Abbasids perceived that if they did not prevent the people of knowledge and
intellect from associating with the infallible imams, they he imams) would spread
powers of knowledge and culture and open new horizons not only in the fields of
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sciences but also in the political and social fields which would show to people the
ignorance of the Abbasids, and their being distant from Islamic values. of course, this
would shake their thrones, and therefore they tried their best to separate the nation

fromits real leaders

His Patience

Imam al-Askari @.s.) was from the most patient people. He always suppressed his
anger and treated whoever wronged him with kindness and forgiveness

The Abbasid government arrested and put him into prison while he was patient,
saying nothing. He did not complain to anyone about what he suffered, but he
.entrusted his case to Allah the Aimighty. This was from the signs of his patience

His Strong Will

Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) was distinguished by his strong will. The Abbasid rulers
tried to involve him into the government body and spared no effort to subject him to
their desires, but they failed. The imam @s.) insisted on his independence and
keeping away from them. The Abbasids considered him as the only representative of

the opposition against their policies that were based on subjugation and oppression

He resisted all the seductions that the Abbasid government offered to bring him into
its way. He preferred the obedience of Allah and the satisfaction of his conscience to
everything else

His Generosity

No one was more generous than him among all people of his time. He appointed
agents in most of the Muslim countries, and entrusted them to receive the legal dues
and spend them on the poor and the deprived, to reconcile between people,andin
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.other ways of the general welfare

From that which historians mentioned about his generosity was that Muhammad bin
Ali bin Ibrahim bin Imam Musa bin Ja’far al-Kadhim @s.) said, “We were in utmost
need. My father said, ‘Let us go to this man dmam Abu Muhammad). It is said he is

> generous

’?1 said, ‘Do you know him
’ He said, ‘No, and I have never seen him at all

We went to him. On our way, my father said, ‘How much we need! May he order to
give us five hundred dirhams; two hundred for clothes, two hundred for flour, and one
"thundred for spending

I said to myself, ‘Would that he order to give me three hundred dirhams; one hundred
to buy a donkey, one hundred for spending, and one hundred for clothes so that I can
’1go to the mountain

When we stopped at his dmam Abu Muhammad’s) door, his servant came out and
’said, ‘Let Ali bin Ibrahim and his son Muhammad come in

When we came in and greeted him, he said to my father, ‘O Ali, what made you not
?visit us all this time

’ My father said, ‘I felt shy to meet you in this case

They (Ali and his son) stayed with the imam for some time and then came out. The
servant of the imam came, gave Ali bin Ibrahim a pouch of money and said, ‘These
are five hundred dirhams; two hundred for clothes, two hundred for flour, and one

hundred for spending.” He gave Muhammad a pouch
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of three hundred dirhams and said to him, ‘Spend one hundred for buying a donkey,
one hundred for clothes, and one hundred for spending, and do not go to the
mountain but go to Sawra’ Muhammad went to Sawra and became one of the

(wealthy Alawids.(\

Abu Hashim al-Ja’fari said, ‘Once, I complained to Abu Muhammad the distress of
imprisonment and the pains of ties. He wrote to me, ‘You shall offer the Dhuhr (noon)
Prayer in your house today.’ I was set free from prison) at noon and I offered the
prayer in my house as the imam said. I was in need and I wanted to ask him for help
(but I did not) in the letter I had sent to him. When I arrived in my house, he sent one
hundred dinars to me and wrote to me, ‘If you need something, do not feel shy or

(refrain from asking. Ask and you shall get what you like, insha’Allah (God willing).” ¥

Historians mention many stories of his generosity that show his love and kindness to
the poor and the deprived

High Morals

Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) was nonesuch in his very high morals. He met friends and
enemies with his noble character. He inherited this nature from his great grandfather
the Prophet (s.a.w.w.) whose high morals included all people equally

His high morals affected his enemies and opponents, and they turned to be his loyal
lovers. Historians say that he was imprisoned during the reign of al-Mutawakkil who
was the bitterest
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enemy to the Ahlul Bayt @.s.) and the progeny of Imam Ali @.s.). The caliph ordered
the imam to be punished very severely, but when he communicated with the imam
and observed his high morality and piety, he was confounded. After that, he did not
raise his eyes before the imam as a kind of respect and glorification. When the imam

deft him, he praised the imam with the best words.(

Infallibility

The Twelver Shi’a consider infallibility as an attribute of their imams. They mean by
infallibility that it is impossible for an imam to make a mistake, whether intentionally
or unintentionally. Because of this, the opponents of the Shi’a waged violent attacks
against them by claiming that there was no difference between the imams and the
rest of people in committing sins and disobediences. However, this claim does not
hold any The serious studies of the lives of the imams of the Ahlul Bayt @s.)
demonstrate that they were infallible, and none of them had ever erred or committed
a mistake since birth until their last breath. Imam Ali @.s.) said, ‘By Allah, if I am given
the seven districts with all that under their skies to disobey Allah to the extent of the
husk of a grain of barley, that I deprive it of a mouth of a locust, I will never do it Is

1?this not infallibility

The truth in its brightest pictures and aspects appeared in the lives of the imams of
the Ahlul Bayt @.s.). Whoever
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reads their biographies can neither find a slip in their doings nor in their sayings, but
he only finds true faith, piety, and high morality. And we do not mean by infallibility
.except these meanings

His Imamate
point

Imamate is the firm base of political and social development in Islam. It is one of the
most important pillars on which the civilization, safety, and ease of man, and the
equality in opportunities among the members of society are built. It provides the
noble life that people can live at ease under its shade. Under Imamate, there are no
racial or natural differences, but the criterion in Islam is as much as the services man

.offers to the nation the closer it takes him to Allah

Imamate is a kindness from Allah and a gift from His mercy. The Shi’a have believed in
the imams of the Ahlul Bayt @.s.) and considered that as a part of their doctrinal life
.depending on many reasons such as

First, the Prophetic traditions in which the Prophet (a.s.) made it obligatory on Muslims
to follow the Ahlul Bayt @.s.) whom the Prophet @.s.) had made as the equal to the
Holy Book. He said, “I leave to you what if you keep to, you shall not go astray after
me. One of them is greater than the other; the Book of Allah which is a rope extended
from the heaven to the earth, and my household. They shall not separate until they

shall come to me at the
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(pond (in Paradise). See how you will obey me through them”

This tradition shows clearly that Imamate would be limited to the Ahlul Bayt @.s.) and
shows that they were infallible because the Prophet @.s.) compared them with the
Book of Allah, and of course, every error from them would take them away from the
Book whereas the Prophet @.s.) announced that they would not separate from the

Qur'an until they would come to him at the pond in Paradise

The Prophet @.s.) also said, ‘The example of my household for you is like the example
of the Noah’s Ark which whoever rode on was rescued, and whoever lagged behind
drowned. And the example of my household for you is like the example of the gate of
Hittah (repentance) for the Israelites that whoever entered through it would be

(forgiven.’

Imam Sharafuddeen al-Aamily said when talking about this tradition, ‘You know that
the purpose behind comparing them he Ahlul Bayt) to the “Ark of Noah” is that
whoever resorts to them in religion and takes its bases and branches from them shall
be safe from the torment of Fire, and whoever turns his back to them is like one who
betook himself (on the day of the great flood) to some mountain which might save him
from the command of Allah, but he drowned in water and would be in the Hell. The
purpose behind comparing them to the “gate of Hittah” is that Allah the Almighty has

made that gate
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as a matter of humbleness to Allah and submission to His commands, and therefore it
was a cause for forgiveness. This is the point of comparison. Ibn Hajar said, after he
mentioned these traditions and others like them, about the cause of comparing them
(the Ahlul Bayt) to the “Ark of Noah” that whoever loved and glorified them out of
gratefulness to the blessing of their honor, and followed the guidance of their ‘Ulama’
would be safe from the darkness of disagreements, and whoever lagged behind that
would drown in the sea of ungratefulness to blessings and would perish in the
wilderness of oppression...until he said, ‘and comparing them to the “gate of Hittah” is
that Allah has made the entrance through this gate, which was the Gate of Ariha or
Jerusalem, with humbleness, and with asking for forgiveness, as a cause for
forgiveness, and He has made the love to the Ahlul Bayt @s.) as a cause for this

(nation to be forgiven...’(

Second, the Shi'a believed and followed the imams of the Ahlul Bayt @.s.) because
they represented honor and dignity, and there will be none like them throughout the
history of humanity. No one in the whole Muslim world was like them in their guidance,

conducts, devotedness, and adherence to Islam

The faith of the Shi’a in the Ahlul Bayt @.s.) was not out of emotion or fancy, but it was
due to the reality and situations of the Ahlul Bayt
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(.a.8)

Third, the Shi’a did not believe in the Imamate of the Umayyad and the Abbasid kings
because they were naked of moral and humane values. During their reigns, the nation
suffered terrible kinds of oppression and cruelty. They extorted the wealth of the
nation and spent it on their pleasures and amusement. They encouraged debauchery
and corruption among Muslims. Therefore, the Shi’a and others rose in armed revolts

against those rulers in order to establish justice among people

Traditions On His Imamate

The following are some of the traditions that were transmitted from Imam al-Hadi
@.5s.) concerning the appointing of his son Abu Muhammad al-Hasan as the imam
after him

Yahya bin Yasar al-Anbari said, ‘Abul Hasan Ali bin Muhammad @l-Hadi) entrusted .\
his son Abu Muhammad al-Hasan with the matter dmamate) four months before his
(death and made me and some of his mawali @dherents) bear witness to that’(

Ali bin Umar an-Nawfali said, “Once, I was with Abul Hasan @Il-Hadi) @.s.)in the yard .v
of his house when his son Muhammad (Abu Ja’far) passed by us. I said to him, ‘May 1
die for you! Is this our man ¢the imam) after you?’ He said to me, ‘Your man after me

(s al-Hasan."(x

Shahwayh bin Abdullah al-Jallab said, “Abul Hasan wrote a letter to me saying in it: .»
‘You wanted to ask about the successor after Abu Ja’far and you were worried about
that. Do not worry because Allah will not mislead a people after He has guided

them).(*) Your man (the imam
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after me will be my son Abu Muhammad. He has all what you shall need. Allah
advances what He wills and delays what He wills; (Whatever verse We abrogate or
cause to be forgotten, We bring one better than it or like it).(\) I have written what has

(@ clear proof for one of an awake mind.”(x

Dawud bin al-Qassim said, “I heard Abul Hasan @.s.) saying, ‘The successor after .f
me will be al-Hasan. How will you deal with the successor after this successor?’ I said,
‘Why? May I die for your He said, ‘You shall not see him and it will be not permissible
for you to mention him by his name.” I said, ‘How shall we mention him then?’ He said,
‘You say: al-Hujjah he authority) from the progeny of Muhammad (peace be on

them).

Abu Bakr al-Fahfaki said, “Abul Hasan (peace be upon him) wrote to me saying, ‘My .»
son Abu Muhammad is the best of the progeny of Muhammad in nature and the most
trustworthy in authority. He is the eldest of my children, and he is my successor and
the recipient of the handholds of imamate and its governance. Whatever you asked

(me about, you can ask him about for he has all that which people need.’ (¢

As-Sagr bin Dulaf said, “I heard Ali bin Muhammad bin Ali ar-Ridha dmam al-Hadi) .¢
saying, ‘The imam after me will be al-Hasan and after al-Hasan will be his son al-
Qa’im dmam al-Mahdi) who will fill the earth
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(with justice and fairness as it has been filled with injustice and oppression.’(

Abdul Adheem al-Hasani narrated that Imam Ali bin Muhammad al-Hadi @.s.) said, .v
‘The imam after me will be my son al-Hasan, but how will people deal with the
(successor after him?/ (v

Ali bin Mahziyar said, ‘One day, I said to Abul Hasan, ‘If something happens)-God .A
forbid! - then to whom will the imamate pass?’ He said, ‘To the eldest of my sons. (He
(meant al-Hasan).’ ¢

Abdullah bin Muhammad al-Isfahani said, “Abul Hasan said, ‘Your man after me is .4
the one who will offer the prayer on me (@fter death)” We did not know Abu
Muhammad before that, and when Abul Hasan @s.) died, Abu Muhammad came out

(@nd offered the funeral) prayer on him’@

These are some traditions narrated by reliable narrators from Imam al-Hadi @s.)
about the appointing of his son Abu Muhammad al-Hasan @.s.) as the next imam,
besides other traditions transmitted from Imam al-Jawad @.s.). As-Saqr bin Dulaf
said, “I heard Abu Ja’far Muhammad bin Ali ar-Ridha dmam al-Jawad) saying, ‘The
imam after me is my son Ali. His command is my command, his saying is my saying,
and obedience to him is obedience to me. And the imam after him will be his son al-

(Hasan’¢

There are other traditions that were narrated from the Prophet @.s.) concerning the
appointing of the guardians and caliphs after him among whom was Imam Abu
Muhammad al-Askari @.s.). These traditions were mentioned in the famous reference
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books of Hadith and history

From The Signs of His Imamate

Allah had provided the prophets and their guardians with miracles that ordinary
people were unable to do in order to serve as proofs for the missions of these
prophets and guardians, otherwise they would fail in achieving their missions, and
none of people would believe them. Allah had made known to them what was inside
the hearts of people, and the knowledge of the events that would take place. Allah
had granted that to the infallible imams of the Ahlul Bayt @.s.) and one of them was
Imam al-Hasan al-Askari @.s.). Here we mention some narrations concerning this

:matter

Al-Hasan an-Naseebi said, ‘It came to my mind that whether the sweat of a junub(y) .\
was pure or not. I went to the house of Abu Muhammad al-Hasan to ask him about
that. It was night and so I slept. At dawn, he came out and found me sleeping. He

(woke me and said, ‘If it is lawful, it is pure, and if it is from unlawful thing, it is not.’ (v

Isma’yl bin Muhammad al-Abbasi said, ‘One day, I complained to Abu Muhammad .v
about my neediness and I swore to him that I did not have even one dirham.” He said
to me, ‘Do you swear by Allah falsely while you have buried two hundred dinars? My
saying to you does not mean that I do not gift you. O servant, give him what there is

with your The servant gave me one hundred dinars
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Then he the imam) said to me, ‘You make the dinars that you have buried unlawful
while you are in utmost need to them.” I searched for the money but I could not find it.
I found that one of my children knew about this money, and so he stole it and ran

>away

Muhammad bin Hujr complained to the imam at the oppression he received from .
Abdul Aziz and from Yazid bin Eesa. The imam @.s.) said to him, ‘As for Abdul Aziz, I
have relieved you from him, but as for Yazid, you and he shall have a situation before
Allah the Almighty.” After a few days, Abdul Aziz died, but Yazid killed Muhammad bin
Hujr and he shall have a situation (be punished) before Allah ©n the Day of

(Resurrection).’(\

Abu Hashim said, ‘Once, I complained to Abu Muhammad of the distress of . ¢
imprisonment and the pains of ties. He wrote to me, ‘You shall offer the Dhuhr (noon)
Prayer in your house today.’ I was set free from prison) at noon and I offered the

(prayer in my house as the imam had said.’«v

Abu Hashim said, ‘I was in need and I wanted to ask Imam Abu Muhammad @s.) .»
but I felt shy to do that. When I arrived in my house, he sent one hundred dinars to me
and a letter saying, ‘If you need something, do not feel shy or refrain from asking. Ask

,and you shall get what you like
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(nsha’Allah’(

Abu Hashim said, “I heard Abu Muhammad @.s.) saying, ‘In paradise there is a gate .»
called al-Ma’ruf (good deed). No one will come through it except the people of good
deeds.’ I thanked Allah with myself and felt delighted for I often satisfied the needs of
people. Abu Muhammad looked at me and said, ‘Yes, I knew what you were thinking
of. The people of good deeds in this life will be the people of good deeds in the

@fterlife. May Allah make you from them, O Abu Hashim, and have mercy on you.”” (v

Muhammad bin Hamza ad-Duri said, ‘I wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) asking .v
him to pray to Allah for me to make me rich after I had become poor and I feared to
be exposed. His reply came to me saying: “Be delighted! Wealth has come to you from
Allah the Almighty. Your cousin Yahya bin Hamza died and left for you one hundred
thousand dirhams. He had no inheritor except you. The money shall come to you soon.
Thank Allah, be economical, and beware of wasting!” The money and the news of the
death of my cousin came to me a few days later. My poverty disappeared. I paid the
rights of Allah, helped my brothers, and became economical after I had been

(wasteful ¢

Muhammad bin al-Hasan bin Maymun said, ‘I wrote to my master al-Hasan al- . A
Askari @.s.) complaining of poverty, and then I said to myself: has Abu Abdullah dmam
(as-Sadig) @s
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not said, ‘Poverty with us the Ahlul Bayt) is better than wealth with our enemy, and
being killed with us is better than living with our enemy.”? The reply to my letter came
saying, ‘Allah the Almighty tries our followers, when their sins increase, by poverty,
and He may forgive many (©f sins). It is as your self said to you: poverty with us is
better than wealth with our enemy. We are a shelter for whoever resorts to us; a light
for whoever seeks light; and a refuge for whoever turns to us. Whoever loves us will

(be with us in the highest position, and whoever deviates from us will be in Fire’(

Abu Ja’far al-Hashimi said, ‘I was with some men in prison when Abu Muhammad .4
and his brother Ja’far were brought to prison. We hurried to him. I kissed him on the
face,and seated him on a mat that was under me. Ja’far sat near to him. The guard of
the prison was Salih bin Waseef. There was a man with us in the prison claiming that
he was Alawid. Abu Muhammad turned to us and said, ‘If some one, who is not from
you, was not with you, I would tell you when Allah will deliver you...” Imam Abu
Muhammad @.s.) beckoned to that man and said, ‘This man is not from you. Beware

’.of himt There is a book in his clothes in which he writes to the ruler all what you say
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One of the prisoners searched him and found with him a book in which he accused us
of great accusations and claimed that we wanted to pierce the prison and escape
fromit’a

Ahmad bin Muhammad said, “I wrote a letter to Abu Muhammad @.s.) when al- .\.
Muhtadi, the Abbasid caliph, began killing the Shi'a and said to him, ‘O my master,
praise be to Allah Who has made him (the caliph) busy away from you for I have heard
that he threatened you and said, ‘By Allah, I will dispel them again.” Abu Muhammad
wrote with his handwriting: “This makes his life shorter. You count from this day five
days and he shall be killed on the sixth day, after meeting meanness and disgrace’

(And it was as the imam said.’«v

Abu Hashim narrated, ‘Once, al-Fahfaki asked Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) about .11
the reason that makes man take two shares while woman takes one share in the
inheritance. The imam @.s.) answered: ‘For neither jihad, nor expenditure, nor
guarding (n castles) are required from woman. It came to my mind that this question
was the same question that ibn Abul Awja’ had asked Imam as-Sadiq @.s.) and Imam
as-Sadiq @.s.) answered with the same answer. Imam Abu Muhammad turned
towards me and said, ‘Yes, this is the question of ibn Abul Awja’ and the answer is the
same from us. If the meaning of the question is the same, the answer of the last one

of us will
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be like the answer of the first one of us. The first and the last of us are the same in
knowledge and imamate, and the messenger of Allah and Ameerul Mo’mineen (the
(blessings of Allah be on them) have the preference over them.’a

Abu Hashim narrated, ‘One of the Shi’a wrote to Abu Muhammad @.s.) asking him .1y
for some supplication. The imam replied, ‘Pray Allah with this du’a: “O You the best
Listener of listeners, the most Perceptive of seers, the best of lookers, the promptest
of accounters, the Most Merciful of the merciful, the Wisest of judges, send blessings
on Muhammad and on the progeny of Muhammad, and increase my livelihood,
prolong my age, favor me with Your mercy, make me from those who defend Your
religion, and do not replace me by other than me...1” I (Abu Hashim) said with myself:
‘O Allah, make me from Your party and Your group?” Abu Muhammad turned to me
and said, ‘you are in His party and in His group if you have faith in Allah and believe His

(messenger .’y

Shahwayh bin Abd Rabbih said, ‘My brother Salih was in prison. I wrote to my . v
master Abu Muhammad @.s.) asking him about some things and he answered by
writing to me: “Your brother Salih shall be set free from prison on the day when this
letter of mine shall reach you. You wanted to ask me about him but you had

forgotten.” While I was reading his letter, some
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one came and told me that my brother was set free. I received him and read this
detter to him’(

Abu Hashim narrated, ‘It came to my mind whether the Qur'an was created or not. .\¢
Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) looked at me and said, ‘O Abu Hashim, Allah is the
(Creator of everything, and everything other than Him is created.’«x

Abu Hashim said, ‘Once, I went to Abu Muhammad @.s.) and wanted to ask him for .\s
a stone that I wanted to make a ring from to bless myself with it. When I sat with him,
I forgot what I had come for. When I said farewell and wanted to leave, he gave me a
ring, smiled, and said, ‘You wanted a stone and we gave you a ring, and so you won
the stone. May Allah delight you by it I was astonished at that and said, ‘O my
master, you are the guardian of Allah and my imam by whose favor and obedience I

(serve Allah.” He said to me, ‘May Allah pardon you, Abu Hashim? ¢+

Abu Hashim said, “Once, I heard Abu Muhammad saying, ‘On the Day of. s
Resurrection, Allah will forgive with forgiveness that cannot be even imagined by
people, until polytheists shall say: by Allah, we were not polytheists.’ I recalled a
tradition narrated to me by a man from our companions from the people of Mecca
that the messenger of Allah @.s.) recited: (Despair not of the Mercy of Allah, for Allah

forgives
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all sins),(1) and some man said, ‘even polytheists.” I denied that and hid it into my
heart. While I was thinking of that with myself, Abu Muhammad turned to me and
recited, Surely Allah does not forgive that anything is associated with Him, and He
forgives all save that to whom He pleases).(r) How bad what that man said was and

(how bad what he narrated was'’«

Historians mentioned many examples on the imam’s knowledge of what people
concealed inside themselves, and on his predicting of different events and
occurrences. All those were signs of his imamate, for other than the imams no one
had any knowledge about such things. Abu Hashim, who was one of the best, reliable
scholars, and who was a close companion to Imam Abul Hasan al-Hadi @.s.) and
Imam Abu Muhammad al-Askari @s.), narrated most of the traditions that talked
about the signs of these two imams @.s.). He said, ‘Whenever I went to Abul Hasan
and Abu Muhammad (peace be upon them), I saw a proof and evidence ©n their

(mamate).’ (¢

Impressions About Him
point

The scholars and men of intellect, who were contemporary with Imam al-Hasan al-
Askari @.s.), glorified him, and acknowledged his virtue and preference to all others
for his talents, geniuses, vast knowledge, and piety. Here we quote some words said

:by some of those men about him

Imam Al-Hadi .\

Imam al-Hadi @.s.) praised the high position of his son Abu Muhammad @s.) by
saying, ‘My son Abu Muhammad is the best of the progeny of Muhammad
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in nature, and the most trustworthy in authority. He is the eldest of my children, and
he is my successor and the recipient of the handholds of imamate and its governance
[

Abu Hashim al-Ja’fari .Y

Abu Hashim associated closely with Imam al-Hadi @.s.) and Imam al-Hasan al-Askari
@.5.). He loved them excessively and composed many poems in their praise. He said in
.one of his poems

,He (Allah) gave him all signs of imamate“
(like Moses, and the cleaving of the sea, the hand, and the staff.”(v

Bakhtshu’ the physician .Y

He was the most famous physician at the age of Imam al-Askari @.s.) and he was the
special physician of the royal family. One day, the imam needed a physician to
phlebotomize him, and so he asked Bakhtshu’ to send him one of his disciples.
Bakhtshu’ sent for his disciple Batriq and ordered him to go to treat the imam. He said
to him, ‘The son of ar-Ridha asked me to send him someone to phlebotomize him. You
go to him. He is more knowledgeable than every one under the sky. Beware not to

(object to him in all what he orders you of...”

Ahmad bin Ubaydillah Bin Khaqan .f

One of the famous statesmen and politicians at the time of Imam Abu Muhammad
,(@.s.) said about the imam

I have neither seen nor known in Surra Man Ra’a a man from the Alawids like al-¢
Hasan bin Ali bin Muhammad bin ar-Redha, nor have I heard the like of his guidance,
faith, chastity, nobility, and generosity near his family and near the rulers, among all

the Hashimites
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who preferred him to their important and old men, and also near the leaders, viziers,
(clerks, and all classes of people...’(

Ubayd bin Khaqan .3

He was one of the important politicians at that time. He said about Imam Abu
,(Muhammad @.s

If the caliphate is removed from the Abbasids, no one from the Hashimites will
deserve it except this man (he meant al-Hasan bin Ali al-Askari). He deserves it by his
virtue, chastity, guidance, gravity, asceticism, worshipping, good morals, and

(righteousness...”(y

Ubayd did not believe in imamate. In fact, he was contrary to that, but the bright
reality of Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) made him declare that the imam was the
worthiest of the caliphate for the high qualities he had

Sheikh al-Mufid .7

Sheikh al-Mufid said, ‘The imam after Abul Hasan Ali bin Muhammad @l-Hadi) was his
son Abu Muhammad al-Hasan bin Ali for he had all high qualities and virtues and he
was preferred to all people of his age. He deserved imamate and leadership for his
incomparable knowledge, asceticism, perfect mind, infallibility, courage, generosity,

(@nd the many good deeds that took him close to Allah...’«¢

Ibn as—Sabbagh .Y

Ali bin Muhammad al-Maliki known as ibn as-Sabbagh said, ‘The qualities of our sire
Abu Muhammad al-Hasan al-Askari show that he is a master, and a son of a master,
that no one ever doubts or suspect his imamate. Know that if a good quality was sold,
the seller was other than him and he was the buyer.... He was unique in his time with

no equal,and he
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was the one with no like. He was the master of the people of his time and the imam of
the people of his age. His sayings were true and his deeds were praiseworthy. If the
good people of his time were as a poem, he would be the main verse of that poem,
and if they were organized as a necklace, he was the unique, middle pearl. He was the
knight of knowledge with whom it was not possible to keep pace with, and he was the
explainer of mysteries with whom it was not possible to argue. He was the revealer of
facts by his true thinking, and the discloser of minutes by his sharp reason. He was the
informed one in secrecy of the unseen. He was the high-born, of high soul and high

essence...’(x

Bin Shaharshub as—Sarawi .A

Abu Ja’far Rasheedudeen Muhammad bin Ali bin Shahrashub as-Sarawi said about
the imam, ‘He was al-Hasan bin Ali the guide, the subjugator of difficulties.... He was
pure, free from any fault, trustee of the unseen. He was the essence of gravity with
no blemish, humble, with a liberal hand, modest, true to his word ... of little food, of

(much smiling, patient, the father of the @waited) successor...”(x

Ibn Shadgam A

Ibn Shadgam, the genealogist, said, ‘Al-Hasan al-Askari was a guiding imam, exalted
(master, and a pure guardian.’«

Ibn al-Jawzi .\«

Ibn al-Jawzi said, ‘The highest feature and characteristic that Allah had distinguished
him dmam al-Askari) with, and made unique to him, and as eternal aspect that time
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would not wear out and tongues would not forget reciting and repeating was that
Muhammad al-Mahdi (peace be on him) was his offspring that was created from him,
(@nd his son that was ascribed to him...”(

Ruknuddeen al-Husayni .\

Ruknuddeen al-Husayni al-Musili said, ‘Imam Abu Muhammad al-Askari...his virtues,
qualities, and charismata were uncountable...the highest quality that Allah had
distinguished him with was that al-Mahdi (peace be upon him)was his son...’«r

Al-Yafi’iy .\Y

Al-Yafi’iy said, ‘Sharif al-Askari Abu Muhammad al-Hasan bin Ali bin Muhammad bin
Ali bin Musa bin Ja’far as-Sadiq was one of the twelve imams as the Shi’a believed and
(he was the father of the awaited imam (peace be on him)...’«

Yusuf an—Nabahani .\Y¥

Yusuf bin Isma’yl an-Nabahani said, ‘Al-Hasan al-Askari was one of the imams of our
masters, the great Ahlul Bayt @.s.), and one of their noble chiefs (may Allah be
pleased with them). Ash-Shabrawi mentioned him in his book “al-Ittihaf Bihubil

Ashraf” but he abbreviated his biography and mentioned no charm of his

However, I myself witnessed a charm to him. In the year \vas AH I traveled to
Baghdad from Kooy Sanjaq, one of the Kurd villages, where I was a judge, but I left it
before I completed the specified period because of the high costs and drought which
prevailed in Iraq that year. I travelled by a kalak, which was a means of water

transportation

When the kalak reached Samarra’, which was the capital of the Abbasid caliphs, we
liked to visit the shrine of) Imam al-Hasan
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al-Askari. When I came to his holy tomb, something spiritual happened to me that
nothing like it had ever happened to me...it was his charm. Then I recited, as many as
I possibly could, verses from the Qur'an, supplicated Allah with some du’as, and

deft’a

Al-Arbali .\¥

Allama Ali bin Eesa al-Arbali said about the imam, ‘He was the knight of knowledge
that was not possible to keep pace with him, and he was the explainer of mysteries
that it was not possible to argue with him. He uncovered the facts by his true viewing,
the discloser of minutes by his piercing insight, the knower - by the will of Allah - of the
secrets of creatures, the informer - by the will of Allah - about the unseen, the
informed - by Allah - about what had happened and what would happen, the inspired
with the unseen matters, the noble in origin and soul and essence, the man of proofs,

... signs, and miracles

The interpreter of verses, the confirmer of traditions, the heir of the good masters,
the son of the imams, and the father of the awaited one. So look at the branch and the
origin and think again and be sure that they were more brilliant than the sun, and
brighter than the moon. If branches are good, surely the fruit will be good. Their the
imams’) features and traditions are the eyes of history, and the headlines of conducts

,By Allah, I swear that whoever deems Muhammad as grandfather
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Ali as father, Fatima as mother, the imams as fathers, and al-Mahdi as son is worthier
of reaching the heaven with his highness and honor.... How can I count his virtues and
news whereas my tongue is short and my eloquence is tired? So my tongue and
eloquence come back tired from his high rank, and dwindle because of failure and

dnability...’(

Al—Bustani .\

Al-Bustani said, ‘Al-Hasan al-Khalis bin Ali al-Hadi... they mentioned about him many
characteristics that were well-known in the people of this house of the Talibites (v)...
(perception and wisdom appeared in him since his early childhood...”«

Khayruddeen az—Zarkali .\#

He said, ‘Al-Hasan bin Ali al-Hadi bin Muhammad al-Jawad al-Hashimi: Abu
Muhammad the eleventh imam to the Twelver Shi’a... he was paid homage as the
imam after the death of his father. He was like his good ancestors in piety, asceticism,

worshipping...’(¢

Al-Abbas bin Nooruddeen .\Y

Al-Abbas bin Nooruddeen al-Mekki said, ‘Imam Abu Muhammad al-Hasan al-Askari...
his lineage is more renowned than the moon in its fourteenth night. He and his father
@re known as al-Askari. As for his virtues, tongues cannot count...’®

His Letters
point

Some letters of the imam disclose an important side of the religious life which was
.confused at that age. The following are some of his letters to his adherents

To Isaaq An—Naysaburi .\

Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) sent a letter to Isaaq bin Isma’yl an-Naysaburi saying in
Jt
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May Allah protect us by His protection, and take care of you in all your affairs by His*
JSfavor.I understood your letter, may Allah have mercy on you. We
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praise be to Allah and by His blessing, are people of a house who pity our followers
and feel delighted for the succession of the favors of Allah on them, and feel happy for
every blessing that Allah the Almighty endows them with. O Isaaq, may Allah endow
you with all blessings, and endows the same on whoever is like you whom Allah has
had mercy on and given insight like yours.... And may He determine Paradise for

...you

And I say: Praise be to Allah as the best praise He has ever been praised with, and
forever, for His mercy on you, His saving you from perishment, and smoothing your
way from the obstacle. By Allah, it is an insurmountable, impassable, difficult obstacle
with great distresses that had been mentioned in the first Books. At the time of the
deceased Imam al-Hadi), peace be on him,and at my time you had done some things

that neither I was satisfied with you nor were you right in them

O Isaaq, know well that whoever comes out of this world blind will be blind in the
After-world and more astray. O Isaaq, it is not the eyes that become blind but the
hearts that are in the chests. Allah says about the unjust, (He shall say: My Lord! why
hast Thou raised me blind and I was a seeing one indeed? He will say: Even so, Our

revelations came to you but you neglected them; and thus you shall be forsaken
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this day).) Is there a sign greater than the excuse of Allah on His creation, His
trustee in His earth, and His witness on His people ... after those who had abandoned
his first fathers the prophets and his last fathers the guardians (peace and blessings
of Allah be on them all). So where do you go astray and where do you go like beasts?
You deviate from the truth and believe in falsehood and disbelieve in the blessings of
Allah. Are you from those who believe in a part of the Book and disbelieve in the

?other? So what is the reward of him who does that, either you or other than you

It is but meanness in this life and eternal torment in the Afterlife. By Allah, it is the
great disgrace! When Allah imposed on you, by His favor and mercy, the obligations,
He did not impose them on you because He was in need of you, but out of His mercy
on You - there is no god but Him - to distinguish the good from the bad, and to try
what there was in your chests, and test what there was in your hearts so that you
would compete for the mercy of Allah and that your positions in His paradise would be
one better than another. He imposed on you Hajj, Umrah (minor hajj), prayer, zakat,

fasting, and the following of the Ahlul Bayt a.s.). He made to you a door by which you
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open the doors of the other obligations and as a key to His way. Except for
Muhammad (blessings of Allah be on him), and the guardians from his progeny, you
would be confused like beast knowing nothing of the obligations. Is a town entered

?except from its gate

When Allah favored you by appointing the guardians after your prophet, He said, (This
day have I perfected for you your religion and completed My favor on you and chosen
for you Islam as a religion).(\) He imposed on you rights for His guardians and ordered
you to carry them out so that your wives, properties, foods, and drinks would be
lawful to you. Allah said, Say: I do not ask of you any reward for it but love for my
near relatives),(v) and know well that (whoever is niggardly, is niggardly against his
own self; and Allah is Self-sufficient and you are the needy).«) There is no god but
Allah, and my speech has become too long on what was for you, and what was

required from you

Except for that Allah wanted to complete his favor on you, you would neither see a
line from me nor would you hear a word after the leaving of the deceased dmam al-
Hadi), peace be upon him, while you are in inadvertence to your end, and after my
appointing Ibrahim bin Abdah to you, and after my book that Muhammad bin Musa

an-Naysaburi had brought to you, and Allah is He whose help is
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sought in any case. Beware of being unmindful towards Allah so that you shall be from
the losers! Away with him he who turns his back to the obedience of Allah and does
not accept the advice of His guardians! Allah has ordered you to obey Him, to obey His
messenger, and to obey those in authority among you. May Allah have mercy your
weakness and inadvertence, and make you patient with your affair. What has
beguiled man from his Lord?! If mountains understood some of that which was in this
book, they would crack and split because of the fear of Allah, and turn back to the
obedience of Allah. Do whatever you like (so Allah will see your work and (so will) His
Messenger and the believers; and you shall be brought back to the Knower of the
unseen and the seen, then He will inform you of what you did).(\) Praise be to Allah,

(the Lord of the worlds, and His blessings be on Muhammad and all his progeny.” (¢

His letter to the people of Qum and Abeh .Y

Imam Abu Muhammad @s.) sent a letter, some parts of which were lost, to his Shi'a
Sfrom the people of Qum and Abeh (Aveh) saying to them

Allah the Almighty with His generosity and kindness has favored His people with His*
prophet Muhammad @ss.) as a bearer of good tidings and a warner, and has made
you succeed in accepting His religion, granted you with His guidance, and planted into

the hearts of your past ancestors (may
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He have mercy on them) and your living offspring (may He suffice and make them live
long) the love of the pure progeny (of the Prophet). They, who had left, left on the way
of righteousness, and the path of truth and success, and they went to the place of
successors, got the fruits of what they had sowed, and found the result of what they

....had done previously

Our intention is still firm, and our selves are satisfied with your good thoughts. The
fixed relation between us and you is firm. It is a will that our ancestors and your
ancestors had recommended, and a covenant that had been entrusted to our youth
and your old men. They are still on their faith, and Allah has gathered us in close
relationship, and close kinship. The Alim (peace of Allah be on him) said, ‘A faithful is a

(brother of a faithful from his father and mother...”(1

His letter to Ali bin al-Husayn bin Musa bin Babwayh al-Qummi .Y

Imam Abu Muhammad @s.) sent a letter to the famous jurisprudent Abul Hasan Al
bin al-Husayn bin Musa bin Babwayh al-Qummi, the distinct among the Shi’a, and the
prominent personality in Hadith, jurisprudence, and the rest of the Islamic sciences.

,JImam Abu Muhammad @.s.) said in his letter

Praise be to Allah the Lord of the worlds, and the end is for the righteous, the*
Paradise is for the monotheists, the Hell is for the atheists, and there should be no
Jhostility except against oppressors, and there is no god but Allah the best of creators
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and blessing be on the best of His creation Muhammad and his pure progeny

O my sheikh, trustee, jurisprudent Abul Hasan Ali bin al-Husayn al-Qummi, may Allah
be satisfied with you, and make from your progeny good children. I recommend you
to fear Allah, offer prayers, and give zakat because no prayer is accepted from one
who does not give zakat. I also recommend you to pardon others, suppress anger,
continuously associate with kin, comfort brothers and try to carry out their needs at
difficulty and ease, be patient, learn religion, be certain of things, undertake the
(recitation of) Qur'an, behave with good morals, enjoin the good, and to forbid the
wrong. Allah says, (There is no good in most of their secret counsels except (n his)
who enjoins charity or goodness or reconciliation between people).(\) I recommend

Yyou to avoid all sins and vices

You are to keep on offering Night Prayer, for the Prophet @.s.) had recommended Ali
saying to him, ‘O Ali, you are to keep on the Night Prayer’ He repeated that three
times. Whoever disregards the Night Prayer is not from us. Act according to my
recommendation and order my Shi’a to act according to that. Wait for deliverance, for
the Prophet @.s.) said, ‘The best deed of my nation is the waiting for deliverance.” Our
Shi’a shall be still in sorrow until my son, whom the Prophet @.s.) brought good news

about, shall appear. He will fill the earth with justice and fairness after it has
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been filled with injustice and oppression. O my sheikh, be patient and order all my
Shi’a to be patient; (Surely the earth is Allah's. He gives it as inheritance to whom He
will and the end is (best) for the righteous).(\) Peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah be
on you and on all our Shi’a, and Allah is sufficient for us; the best Protector is He, the

(best Patron, and the best Helper.” (v

His letter to one of his followers .f

One of the Shi'a wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad @s.) telling him about the
disagreement between the Shi’a. The imam replied to him in this letter

Allah has addressed reasonable people... concerning me, people are in different*
classes; a discerning one is on the way of deliverance, keeping to the truth, clinging to
the branch of the origin without being doubtful or suspicious, and finding no resort
other than me. There is another class of people who do not take the truth from its
owners; they are like a traveler in the sea. They are in turmoil whenever the sea
waves are in turmoil, and are calm whenever the sea calms. Another class of people
are those who have been overcome by Satan. They just resist the people of truth, and
fight truth by falsehood out of envy. So let alone whoever goes right or left, because
when a shepherd wants to gather his sheep, he gathers them with the least effort.
Beware of showing off and panting after authority because they lead to

(perishment...”(+

His Letter to Another one of his Followers .

Imam
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Abu Muhammad @s.) sent a letter to one of his followers expressing his grief for
,some rabble of the Shi’a who had deviated from the right path. He said

No one of my fathers had been afflicted like what I have been afflicted with the*
suspicions of this group... if this matter (imamate) was a matter that you had believed
in and kept on it until a certain time and then stopped, then suspicion would be
warranted, but if it dmamate) is continuous as long as the affairs of Allah are

(continuous, then what is the meaning of this suspicion?..’(\

His letter to Abdullah al-Bayhaqi .#

Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) sent the following letter to Abdullah bin Hamdwayh al-
:Bayhaqi

I have sent Ibrahim bin Abdah so that the (other) districts and the people of your*
district pay my dues on you to him, and I made him my trust and agent before my
followers there. Let them fear Allah and pay the dues and they have no excuse in not
doing that or delaying it. May Allah not distress them for disobeying His guardians and
may He have mercy on them and on you through my mercifulness to them, and Allah

(is Ample-giving, Generous.” (¥

His letter about Ibrahim bin Abdah .Y

Imam Abu Muhammad al-Askari @.s.) had appointed Ibrahim bin Abdah as his agent
to receive the legal dues and to spend them on religion and on the needy, and given
him a letter mentioning in it his reliability and high position. Imam Abu Muhammad

@.s.) was asked whether this letter was written by him

p:of
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,or not, and he replied

My letter that came to Ibrahim bin Abdah on appointing him as my agent to receive*
my rights from our followers there... yes, it was my letter written by my hand to him. I
have appointed him to them in their country. It is true and not false. Let him fear Allah
as He should be feared, and let them take out my rights and give them to him, for I
have permitted him to do with them as required. May Allah give him success and save

(him from failure” (1

His Letter to his Followers .A

:He sent this letter to some of his followers

May Allah gift you with asceticism in this life and success as He pleases, assistance*
for His obedience, protection from disobedience, guidance from deviation, and may
He gather for us and for our followers the good of the two abodes this life and the

.@fterlife

I was informed of the disagreement of your hearts, and the divergence of your
desires, and the incitement of Satan until he caused separation among you, disbelief
in religion, attempting to destroy what your ancestors had built in the religion of Allah
and proved the rights of His guardians. He (Satan) took you to the way of deviation,
and away from the path of the truth, and so many of you receded as if you had not

read the Book of Allah and not understood any of His commands and prohibitions

J swear that if your fools rely on their delusions and fabricate false traditions
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they shall deserve torment, and if you are satisfied with that from them and do not
deny it by your hands, tongues, hearts, and intentions, you shall be participants with
them in what they have fabricated against Allah, His messenger, and the guardians
after him. If it was not so, the people of az-Zabad would not lie in their claim, nor al-
Mughirah in their disagreement, nor al-Kaysaniyyah on their man, nor other liars and
the deviants who have turned away from us. Indeed, you are worse than them... and
most of them were obliged to submit to the command of Allah, except some groups
that if I want, I shall mention by their names.... Satan has overcome them and made
them forget the remembrance of Allah, and whoever forgets the remembrance of

Allah, Allah will throw him into Fire, and it shall be an evil abode

This letter of mine is an authority on them, and an authority for your absentees on
those of you present, except one who is informed and carries out his duty. I pray to
Allah that He gathers your hearts on guidance, protect you by piety, and make you do

(what pleases Him, and peace, blessing, and mercy of Allah be on you’«

His Letter to one of his Adherents .4

Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) said in this letter to one of his followers

Every predestined thing would come true. Rely on Allah the Almighty and He will
suffice you, and trust in Him and He will not disappoint you. You

p: oA
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have complained against your brother. Know well that Allah does not help in the
disrupting of relations, and Allah is above any oppression of every oppressor.
Whoever is oppressed surely Allah will help him, and Allah is Strong, Mighty. You have
asked me to pray for you. May Allah the Almighty keep you safe, and be your helper
and protector. I pray that Allah the Generous, Who has made you know His right and
the right of His guardians, (the guardians) whom those besides you were ignorant of,
that He does not remove from you any blessing He has endowed you with. He is the

(Patron, worthy of all praise.’(

His letter to one of his Shi’a adherents .\«

One of the Shi’a wrote a letter to the imam complaining against an oppressor who
.oppressed and did him wrong. Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) replied to him

We content ourselves with ¢urning to) Allah, the Almighty, this day against every*
oppressor, wrongdoer, and envier. Woe unto whoever says something that Allah
knows its opposite. How terrible is that which he shall meet from the Master of the
Day of Judgment! Surely Allah the Almighty is the Helper and Assistant to the
oppressed. Trust and rely on Him and He will relieve your distress and save you from
the evil of every evildoer. May Allah do that for you and favor us with you; He is
powerful over everything. May Allah overcome every oppressor this moment! No one,

who wrongs and oppresses, shall be successful. Woe unto whoever is taken by the
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fingers of the oppressed! Do not be distressed but trust in Allah and rely on Him, and
He will bring your deliverance soon. Surely Allah is with those who are patient and who
(do good to others.’(

Words of Light
point

A good collection of maxims and wonderful words on different social and educational
issues were transmitted from Imam Abu Muhammad @ s.), and these are considered
to be from the treasures of the Islamic literature. Here we present to readers some of

the imam’s wonderful sayings

(-The Preference of The Ahlul Bayt (a.s

JImam Abu Muhammad @s.) said

We have ascended to the peaks of truth by the feet of prophethood and¢
guardianship, and lit the seven ways with the banners of magnanimity. We are lions of
battles, sources of generosity. Sword and pen are among us now, and the banner of
praise and knowledge later on. Our grandsons are the successors of religion, allies of
certainty, lamps of nations, and the keys of generosity. A generous one has put on the
garment of choice for the loyalty that we have known in him, and the Holy Spirit in the
Heavens, and he tasted from our gardens early fruits. Our Shi’a are the rescued
party, and the pure group. They have been as a dress and protection for us, and
assistance against oppressors.... Springs of life will gush out for them after flames of

’...Fire... and all bad years

Sheikh al-Majlisi commented on these statements by saying, ‘This is absolute
wisdom, and an ample blessing that even deaf ears can hear and high
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(mountains shake for. Peace and blessings of Allah be on them...’(

The imams of the Ahlul Bayt @.s.) had a very high position near Allah, Who had
endowed them with virtues and knowledge that no one of the human beings other
than them had ever been endowed with. Allah had made them the guides to His
contentment, and the leaders to His obedience. They all were and are lamps to
nations and keys of generosity in this life, and in the afterlife they will be the
intercessors and bearers of the banner of al-Hamd (praise), and Allah has given them

the Highest Paradise

His Recommendation To His Adherents

Jmam Abu Muhammad @.s.) preached and advised his Shi’a by saying

I recommend you to fear Allah, be pious in your religion, strive for Allah, be truthful in“
speaking, give deposits back to their owners, whether he be good or evil, increase
prostration, and to be good to neighbors. By these (principles) Muhammad @.s.) came
with his mission. Associate with your kin, attend their funerals, visit their sick, and
carry out their rights, for if anyone of you is pious in his religion, truthful in his speech,
he gives deposit back to its owner, and treats people kindly, then it shall be said about

him: “this is a Shi’a”, and this shall please me

Fear Allah, be good and do not be bad! Attract every love to us, and keep any
obscenity away from us, because whatever good is said about us we deserve it, and
whatever bad is said about
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us is not in us. We have a right in the Book of Allah, kinship to the messenger of Allah,
and purification from Allah that no one other than us claims but a liar. Mention Allah
excessively and remember death! Recite the Qur'an and send peace and blessings on
the Prophet @.s.), because the sending of blessings on the Prophet @.s.) has ten good
deeds. Keep in mind what I have recommended to you! I pray to Allah to protect you d

(bid you farewell), and send peace on you.’(

A Valuable Advice

Jmam Abu Muhammad @.s.) said

Avoid begging people as long as you can tolerate, for every day has a new goodness “
Insisting on asking others deprives one of his gravity except when a door may be
opened to you for a good entrance. And how close slapping is to a rash one! Jealousy
might be a kind of the manners of Allah the Almighty. Luck has degrees, so do not
hasten towards a fruit that it is not ripe yet because it is picked only at its time. He,
Who manages your affairs, is more aware of the time that is good for you (to pick the
fruit). Trust in His experience in your affairs and do not hurry for your needs at the
beginning of your time, as then your heart may be distressed and despair may
overcome you. Know that coyness has a certain extent and if it is exceeded, it shall

turn to weakness; generosity has a certain
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extent and if it is exceeded, it shall be extravagance; economy has a certain extent,
and if it is exceeded, it shall be stinginess; and courage has a certain extent and if it
(exceeded, it shall be recklessness...’(

Preaching

Imam Abu Muhammad @s.) often and always advised his companions, reminded
them of the afterlife, and warned them against the sedition and deception of the
.worldly life. Once, he said

You are in short lives, and few days, and death comes unexpectedly. Whoever sows*“
good shall harvest happiness, and whoever sows evil shall harvest regret. Every
sower shall reap what he has sowed. No slow one is preceded by his luck, and no
careful one gets what has not been determined for him. Whoever is given good, Allah

(has given him that, and whoever is saved from an evil Allah has saved him from it.’ v

Pondering On Allah

Jmam Abu Muhammad @ s.) said

Worship is not abundant fasting and praying, but worship is abundant pondering; it is
(the continuous thinking of Allah’«

In his traditions, the imam established the bases of faith in Allah, and the most
important one of which was thinking of Allah, and pondering on His wonderful creation
because that would lead man to the absolute faith in Allah, the Great Creator

Wisdom of Fasting

Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) said, ‘Allah has imposed fasting so that the wealthy might
(suffer hunger and be kind to the poor.’(¢

Dispraising The Hypocrites

Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) said, ‘What a bad man he is who has two faces and two
tongues! He praises his brother
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when he is present and eats his flesh (backbites him) when he is absent. He envies
(him if he is given (becomes in good state), and betrays him if he is afflicted.’(«

Pious And Impious

Imam Abu Muhammad @s.) said, ‘The love of the pious to the pious is a virtue for the
pious, the hatred of the impious towards the pious is a merit for the pious, and the
(hatred of the pious towards the impious is disgrace for the impious.’«x

Wonderful Short Maxims

The following are some of the wonderful maxims transmitted from Imam Abu
,Muhammad al-Askari @.s.). He said

If fate is inevitable, then for what purpose is supplication of man to other than“ .
"?(Allah

” A believer is a blessing for a believer and an authority on an unbeliever« .v

» The heart of a fool is in his mouth, and the mouth of a wise manis in his heart“ »
” Anger is the key to every evil“ ¥

» A spiteful one is the least comfortable .»

The most pious of people is he who refrains before suspicion. The most worshipful“ &
of people is he who keeps on obligations. The most ascetic one is he who refrains
” from unlawful things. The best mujtahid is he who refrains from sins

’ Let no secure livelihood make you too busy to perform an obligatory deed“ v
" He, who exceeds in something, is like one who lacks that thing“ A

Whenever a mighty one gives up the truth, he becomes low, and whenever a low“ 4
”.one keeps to it, he becomes mighty

The“ .
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» friend of an ignorant is always tired

There are two qualities such that there is no quality above them; faith in Allah and“ .1y
» the serving of brothers

The impertinence of a child in childhood before his father makes him undutiful in“ .1y
” adulthood

» Itis not from politeness to show joy before a distressed person“ .y

Better than life is that, which if you lose, you shall hate life, and worse than death“ .\f
» is that which if comes to you, you shall love death

Taming an ignorant person and preventing a person with unchanging habits from“ .y»
” those habits are as a miracle

” Humbleness is a blessing that is not envied“ .\
(Do not be generous to someone with what may be heavy on him.”(“ .yvv

He, who advises his brother secretly, does him good, and he, who advises him“ 1A
”.openly, does him wrong

” How bad from a faithful it is when he has a desire a thing that degrades him“ .14

» Itis sufficient in order for you to be polite that you avoid what you hate in others“ v.
" Beware of every silent, intelligent one* .v\

» If all the people of this world were intelligent, the world would be ruined« .vv

" The weakest of enemies in cunning, is he who shows his enmity“ .y

The best of your brothers is he who forgets your wrong against him, and“ .v¢
” remembers your kindness to him

” Good figure is apparent beauty, and good mind is hidden beauty“ .vo
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" He, who is friendly with Allah, feels aversion towards people“ .v¢
He, who does“ .xv
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” not regard people, does not regard Allah
” Vices have been put in a house whose key is lying“ .ya
» When hearts are active, put into them, and when they detest, bid them farewell“ .v4

Following after one from whom you hope is better than remaining with one from* .
” whose evil you do not feel safe

Ignorance is an enemy and discernment is authority, and he, whom patience does* x
”.not make suffer agonies of anger, shall not feel the ease of heart

The gift of a generous one makes you beloved to him, and the gift of a mean one* »v
” makes you low to him

Whoever is such that piety is his habit, and virtues are his garments, shall be* »v
victorious over his enemies by his good praise, and shall be fortified against defects
” by his good mention

” He, who praises an undeserving one, becomes as an accused person“ y¢

No one knows (the reality of) a blessing except the grateful, and no one is grateful“ s
» to a blessing except the knowing

» Staying up makes sleep more pleasant, and hunger makes food more delicious“ »¢

Reaching Allah the Almighty is a journey that is not achieved except by riding at“ rv
(ight”(

” He, who does not know how to prevent, does not know how to give“ xa

He said to al-Mutawakkil, the Abbasid caliph, “Do not expect good will from one .4
whom you have offended, or loyalty from one whom you have betrayed, or sincerity
from one whom you have suspected, because the hearts of others towards

p:##
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» you are like your heart towards them
» Itis from ignorance to laugh with no reason“ ..

The speech of Allah has preference over all speeches, just as He holds preference .\
over His creation. And our speech has preference to the speech of people, just as our
” preference over them

It is from humbleness to greet everyone you pass by, and to sit in other than the* v
» distinctive place in a meeting

» The worthiest people of (your) love are those who comfort you“ s

From the disasters that break one’s back is a neighbor who, if sees a good deed,* .¢f
» conceals it, and if sees a bad deed, spreads it

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful) is closer to the greatest Name)“ o
» of Allah than the iris of the eye to its white

Do not dispute with others so that you lose your gravity, and do not joke so that it .¢¢
” is dared against you

Whoever is satisfied to sit in other than the distinctive place in a meeting, Allah“ sv
».and His angels send blessings on him until he leaves the meeting

Polytheism in people is more inconspicuous than the creeping of ants on a black .fA
” cloth in a dark night

Hearts have ideas from fancy, while minds shake and get more knowledge out of“ ¢4
” experiments, and taking lessons leads to reasonability

Predominant fates are not prevented by struggling @gainst them), and“ ..
determined livelihoods are not gained by greediness and requesting... submit yourself
to fates and know that

p:#v
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» you shall not get except what has been determined for you

With the Holy Qur'an
point

The infallible imams of the Ahlul Bayt @s. paid excessive attention to the
interpretation afsir) of the Holy Qur'an. Each one of them had a school of tafsir, and
they were definitely the most aware of the contents of the Qur'an and all its sciences.
The master of the pure progeny, Imam Ali @s.) was, among all the Prophet’s
companions, the most aware of the facts and minute details of the Qur’an, its
muhkam (clear) verses and mutashabih @mbiguous) verses, and he knew when and

Wwhere each verse was revealed

As for Imam Abu Muhammad al-Hasan al-Askari @.s.), he was one of the masters of
interpreters. A special tafsir known as “tafsir Imam al-Askari” was transmitted from
:him. Here we mention in brief some holy verses that the imam had interpreted

Abu Hashim al-Ja’fari said, ‘Once, I was with Abu Muhammad @.s.) and asked him .\
about this saying of Allah: (Then We gave the Book for an inheritance to those whom
We chose from among Our servants; but of them is he who wrongs himself, and of
them is he who takes a middle course, and of them is he who is foremost in deeds of
goodness by Allah's permission).(\) He said, ‘It has been revealed about the progeny
of Muhammad @.s.). One, who wrongs himself, is the one who does not acknowledge
the imam, and one who takes a middle course is the one who acknowledges the

Jjmam
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’.and one who is foremost in deeds of goodness by Allah’s permission is the imam

My eyes shed tears and I thought to myself of what Allah had given to the progeny of
Muhammad @s5s.). The imam looked at me and said, ‘How great is that which your self
told you about the great importance of the progeny of Muhammad! Thank Allah for He
has made you love them! You shall be called with them on the Day of Resurrection
when every human being shall be called with his imam. Be delighted Abu Hashim! You

@rein good state’(

Muhammad bin Salih al-Armani asked Imam Abu Muhammad (@.s.) about this verse .
(Allah effaces and establishes what He pleases, and with Him is the basis of the
Book)() and he replied, ‘Does Allah efface but what has been established, and does
He establish but what has been not existent?.. The Almighty is far above all things. He
is Aware of all things before their existence, the Creator when there was no creation,
the Reckoner.” Muhammad bin Salih said to the imam, ‘I bear witness that you are the
authority of Allah and His guardian, and you are on the true path of Imam Ameerul

Mu’minin. ¢

Muhammad bin Salih al-Armani asked Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) about this . v
saying of Allah (Allah's is the command before and after)(f) and the imam said, ‘The
command is His before He issues it, and the command is His after He commands as

’ He wills
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I said to myself, ‘This is the saying of Allah Surely His is the creation and the
command; blessed is Allah, the Lord of the worlds).(\Y’ The imam looked at me, smiled,
and then said, ‘(His is the creation and the command; blessed is Allah, the Lord of the

worlds).x

Abu Hashim said, ‘I was with Abu Muhammad @.s.) when ibn Salih al-Armani asked .¢
him about this verse, (And when your Lord brought forth from the children of Adam,
from their backs, their descendants, and made them bear witness against their own
souls: Am I not your Lord? They said: Yes, we bear witness).) Abu Muhammad @s.)
said, ‘The knowing was proved and they forgot that situation, but they will remember

’ it, and without that no one would know who his creator and provider is

I was astonished with myself at the great favors Allah had endowed His guardian
dmam Abu Muhammad) with and the great task He had entrusted him with. Abu
Muhammad turned to me and said, ‘O Abu Hashim, the matter is greater and more
astonishing than what you have been astonished at. What do you think about some
people whom whoever acknowledges, acknowledges Allah, and whoever denies,
denies Allah? There is no believer that does not believe in them and is not certain in

(knowing them ¢

Sufyan bin Muhammad as-Sayfi said, ‘I wrote to Abu Muhammad @.s.) asking him .o
about the “waleejah” (friend or protector) mentioned in this saying of Allah, @nd take
none for friends
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and protectors except Allah, His Messenger, and the believers).(\) I said with myself:
?‘Whom does he think the “believers” are here

His reply came to me saying, ‘The “waleejah” are those who are proper for the
“guardianship”. Your self nafs) spoke to you asking who were meant by the
“believers” in this verse. They are the imams who believe in Allah, and namely we are

’’those “believers

The Tafsir Ascribed To Him

The tafsir called Tafsir al-Askari was ascribed to Imam Abu Muhammad al-Hasan al-
Askari @.s.) but suspicions were aroused about it; some proved it was his and some
.others denied that. Here we should have a stop to ponder on it

Those Who Depended On This Tafsir

Some of the great ‘Ulama’ of the Twelver Shi'a depended on this tafsir and believed
certainly it was Imam Abu Muhammad’s tafsir. The following are the names of some
’of those ‘Ulama

(Shaikh as-Saduq

(Shaikh at-Tabarsi .y
(Al-Muhaqgqiq al-Kurkicf ¥

(The Second Martyr@ ¥
(Muhammad Tagqiy al-Majlisi¢ .»
dbn Shahrashub .5
(Al-Muhaqqiq Agha Buzurgh v

These great men did not suspect that this tafsir was falsely ascribed to Imam al-
Askari and believed it was really his

The Sanadof This Tafsir
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The sanad@) of this tafsir was mentioned in the beginning of the book (Tafsir al-
:Askari) as the following

,Muhammad bin Ali bin Muhammad bin Ja’far bin Daggaq said

The two jurisprudent sheikhs Abul Hasan Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Ali bin al-Hasan“
bin Shathan and Abu Muhammad Ja’far bin Muhammad bin Ali al-Qummi told me from
Abul Hasan Muhammad bin al-Qassim al-Astrabadi the interpreter and preacher that

Abu Ya’qub Yusuf bin Muhammad bin Ziyad and Abul Hasan
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Ali bin Muhammad bin Sayyar, who were from the Twelver Shi’a, said, ‘Our parents
were Twelver Shi’a. The Zaydites were prevailing in Astrabad. We were under the rule
(of al-Hasan bin Zayd al-Alawi called as ad-Da’iy ilal-Haqgq.u

He was the imam of the Zaydites. He often listened to them the Zaydites) and killed
people according to their slanders. We feared for ourselves, and so we resorted with
our families to Imam Abu Muhammad al-Hasan bin Ali bin Muhammad the father of

.@l-Qa’im dmam al-Mahdi) (peace be on him

We asked permission to visit the imam. When he saw us, he said, ‘Welcome to the two
comers to us, and resorters to our protection. Allah has accepted your efforts, calmed
your fear, and relieved you from your enemies. Go (back) and feel safe about
yourselves and properties’ We were astonished at his saying, though we did not
doubt the truthfulness of his speech. We said, ‘O Imam, what do you order us to do on
our way until we get to the country that we had got out of ? How shall we enter that
country which we had fled from, and the ruler searched for us and his threatening

?against us was severe

He (peace be on him) said, ‘Leave your these two sons with me and I will teach them
the knowledge that Allah will honor them with. As for you, do not pay attention to the
slanderers nor to the threat of the ruler, because Allah the Almighty will end

p:vy
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it with happiness and bring them to your intercession with him whom you had run
’...away from

Abu Ya’qub and Abul Hasan said, ‘They ¢heir fathers) obeyed what they were
ordered of and left, but they left us there. We often visited him ¢he imam) and he met
us with the kindness of fathers and close relatives. One day, he said to us, ‘If the news
of the satisfaction of your fathers and the disgrace of their enemies by Allah comes to
you and my promise to them comes true, I shall thank Allah by teaching you the
interpretation of the Qur'an and some traditions of Muhammad’s progeny @s.) so

’ that Allah will exalt you

We became delighted at that and said, ‘O son of the messenger of Allah, then we shall
’ learn all sciences and meanings of the Qur'an

He said, ‘No! dmam) as-Sadiq taught some of his companions what I want to teach
> you

They became delighted and said, ‘O son of the messenger of Allah, you have had all
’ knowledge of the Qur'an

He said, ‘I have had much good, and have been granted great virtue, but
nevertheless it is less than the least part of the Qur'an’s knowledge. Allah the
Almighty says, (Say: Though the sea became ink for the Words of my Lord, verily the
sea would be used up before the words of my Lord were exhausted, even though We

Jorought the like thereof to help),) and (And if all the trees in the earth were pens
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and the sea, with seven more seas to help it, (were ink), the words of Allah could not
be exhausted).(\) This is the knowledge and meanings of the Qur'an and the wonders
?it has. What amount do you think I have taken from all this Qur'an

We said, ‘But even this amount that you have taken, Allah has preferred you by it to all
those who do not possess the like of your knowledge, and do not understand like your
’.understanding

We did not leave him until a messenger came to us from our fathers with a letter
saying that al-Hasan bin Zayd al-Alawi killed some man and confiscated his properties
after the slander of those Zaydites. Then letters came to him from different countries
and villages written by the Zaydites scolding and blaming him and saying that the
killed man was the best one of the Zaydites in the Earth and that those few Zaydites
who had petitioned against him did so just because of his virtue and wealth. Al-Hasan
bin Zayd thanked those people and ordered to cut the noses and ears of those
Zaydites (who had petitioned), and some of them were mutilated and others ran
away. Al-Hasan bin Zayd felt very sorry and he repented, and paid great monies as
charity after he gave back the properties of the killed man to his heirs, and gave them
much more than the specified blood money. He asked them to pardon him and they

said to him, ‘As for the
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blood money, we exempt you from it, but as for the blood, it is not ours but it is the
killed man’s blood and Allah is the Judge.’ Al-Hasan bin Zayd vowed for the sake of
Allah that he would not interfere with the beliefs of people

It was mentioned in the letter of our fathers that al-Hasan bin Zayd sent to us one of
his trusted men with his letter that was sealed with his seal assuring that we would be
safe and that our properties would be given back to us, and that he would
recompense the harms and losses we had met. We shall go back to our country

according to his promise

’Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) said, ‘Allah’s promise is true

On the tenth day, a letter came to us from our fathers saying that al-Hasan bin Zayd
had carried out all his promises and permitted us to keep to the great-blessed imam
whose promise was true. When the imam knew that, he said, ‘This is the time to carry
out my promise of teaching you the interpretation of the Qur'an. I have prepared
something everyday for you to write down. Keep to me and be mindful of the good

’ luck of happiness that Allah has given you

The first thing he dictated to us was traditions about the preference of the Qur'an and
of its people, and then he dictated to us the tafsir. We wrote down throughout the
,Jperiod of our staying with him. It was seven years

p:vo
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’...and every day we wrote down as much as we could

Defects

-This tafsir was criticized in that it had some defects

Firstly, it was accused of being weak in its credibility. From the chain of narrators,
there was Muhammad bin al-Qassim al-Mufassir al-Astrabadi who was weak. Ibn al-
Ghadha’iri said, ‘Muhammad bin al-Qassim al-Mufassir al-Astrabadi was weak and a
liar. Abu Ja’far bin Babwayh narrated from him. A tafsir was transmitted from him that
he had narrated from two unknown men, one called Yusuf bin Muhammad bin Ziyad
and the other was Ali bin Muhammad bin Yasar, from their father from Abul Hasan the
Third dmam al-Hadi) @ s.), and the tafsir was written down by Sahl ad-Dibaji from his

(father’a

What was mentioned by al-Ghadha’iri can be refuted in some ways: first, he
mentioned that this tafsir was narrated by Yusuf bin Muhammad bin Ziyad and Ali bin
Muhammad bin Yasar from their father. This is a mistake because they did not
narrate it from their father, but they narrated it without an intermediary from Imam
Abu Muhammad @ s.). Second, Ibn al-Ghadha’iri ascribed this tafsir to Abul Hasan the
Third @.s.) whereas it was ascribed to Imam Abu Muhammad al-Askari @.s.). Third,
He said that this tafsir was authored by Sahl ad-Dibaji from his father. This is very odd
because Sahl was not mentioned among the chain of narrators of this tafsir. Anyhow,

what al-Ghadha’iry mentioned in weakening this man cannot be depended on

Sayyid al-Khu’i said, ‘No one of the past scholars

p:v#
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mentioned the reliability of Muhammad bin al-Qassim. Even Sheikh as-Saduq, who
mentioned many traditions from him without an intermediary, did not mention that he
was weak... The right thing is that this man was an unknown, whose reliability nor

weakness was proven,() and therefore one cannot depend on his narrations

In addition, al-Mufassir al-Astrabadi narrated this tafsir from Yusuf bin Muhammad
bin Ziyad and Ali bin Muhammad bin Yasar who both were unknown and unreliable in
(their narrations from Imam Abu Muhammad @ s.), as Sayyid al-Khu’i says.(x

Second, this tafsir is weak and full of defects which means that it is not true to ascribe
it to Imam al-Askari @.s.), and whoever looks into it thinks with no doubt that it was
falsely ascribed to the imam, Sayyid al-Khu’i says

Third, Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) was surrounded by a large number of intelligence
officers, security forces, and policemen of the Abbasid government that prevented
the Shi’a from associating with him, so how could these two persons frequent him for

?seven years without being prevented from visiting him

Fourth, the care of the imam for these two men and his asking their fathers to leave
them with him to teach them the knowledge that Allah would honor them with, as
mentioned in the beginning of the book, though they were unknown, would be
doubted somehow. Would it not be better for the imam to favor the great ‘Ulama’ and

?jurisprudents of his Shi’a with this honor

Anyhow, it is certain that this tafsir was not

p:vv
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Imam Abu Muhammad’s but it was fabricated and ascribed to him. In addition to the
defects it has, it is not eloquent in many of its chapters, and of course, this does not fit
the imam who had been endowed with wisdom and eloquence, and he was the most
eloguent man in his time. So how could this tafsir, which had no feature of eloquence,
be ascribed to this great imam? Besides that, it has some traditions that have

excessiveness, as I think, and this was too far from the imam’s @.s.) character

His Traditions and Jurisprudence
point

Historians agreed unanimously that Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) was the richest
scientific personality in his talents at his time, and no one was ever comparable to him
in virtue and knowledge. Historians said, ‘He was the highest authority for
jurisprudents in taking the rulings of the Shariah and the principles of religion. They
put forward to him books of Hadith and jurisprudence, and if he permitted these
books, they would act according to them. Once, a book written by Ahmad bin Abdullah
bin Khanibah was offered to him. He read it and then said to his companions, ‘It is

(true. Act according to it’ 1

The Interest of The ‘Ulama’ In His Traditions

Ulama’ and narrators paid a lot of attention to his traditions, for they were the truest
narrations of his time. And at the same time they were from the definite Sunnah that
must be followed according to the belief of the Twelver Shi’a. The following are some

of the traditions transmitted from
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:(Imam Abu Muhammad al-Askari @ s

Al-Hafidh (memorizer) al-Balathari narrated from his companions saying, ‘Al-Hasan .\
bin Ali bin Muhammad bin Ali bin Muhammad bin Ali bin Musa, the imam of his age for
the Shi’a, narrated from his father Muhammad bin Ali al-Mahjub, from his father Ali
bin Musa ar-Redha, from his father Musa bin Ja’far al-Murtadha, from his father
Ja’far as-Sadiq, from his father Muhammad bin Ali al-Bagir, from his father Ali bin al-
Husayn as-Sajjad (Zaynol Aabidin), from his father, al-Husayn bin Ali, from his father
Ali bin Abu Talib the master of guardians, from Muhammad bin Abdullah the master of
prophets, from Gabriel the chief of the angels that Allah said, ‘It is Me, Allah that there
is no god but Me. Whoever acknowledges monotheism to Me shall enter into My fort,

@nd whoever enters into My fort shall be safe from My torment.’

Ibn al-Jawzi said, ‘He dmam al-Hasan al-Askari) referred this tradition to his father .y
from his pure fathers. My grandfather showed him a tradition in his book called
Tahrim al-Khamr (prohibition of wine). I quoted this tradition and I swear by Allah that
I heard him saying: I swear by Allah that I heard Abu Abdullah al-Husayn bin Ali
saying: I swear by Allah that I heard Abdullah bin Ata al-Harawi saying: I swear by
Allah that T heard Abdurrahman bin Ubayd al-Bayhagqi saying: I swear by Allah that I
heard Abu Abdullah al-Husayn bin Muhammad ad-Daynawari saying: I swear by Allah

thatI
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heard Ahmad bin Abdullah ash-Shi’iy saying: I swear by Allah that I heard Abu
Muhammad bin Ali bin Muhammad saying: I swear by Allah that I heard my father Ali
bin Musa ar-Redha saying: I swear by Allah that I heard my father Ja’far saying: I
swear by Allah that I heard my father Muhammad saying: I swear by Allah that I
heard my father al-Husayn bin Ali saying: I swear by Allah that I heard Ali bin Abu Talib
saying: I swear by Allah that I heard Muhammad @.s.) saying: d swear by Allah that I
heard Gabriel saying:) I swear by Allah that I heard Michael saying: I swear by Allah
that I heard Israfel saying: I swear by Allah... that I heard Allah saying: “A drinker of

” wine is like a worshiper of idols

Abu Nu’aym al-Fadhl bin Dakeen said, ‘This is a true tradition narrated by the pure
(progeny and narrated by some men from the messenger of Allah @ss.).’(

Traditions On Religious Rulings

Narrators narrated many traditions on religious questions that Imam Abu Muhammad
@.s.) was asked about. Worth mentioning is that these traditions came through letters
which showed the great pressure that the imam was surrounded with by the Abbasid
government, where ‘Ulama’ could not associate with him except through

.correspondence. The following are some of those questions

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) asking .\
him about the specified quantity of water) that a dead one should be washed with. It
(was narrated that a junub(y

p:A-
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should wash with six rotls of water, and a menstruating woman with nine rotls, so
?what would be the limit of water for a dead person to be washed with

Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) replied, ‘A dead should be washed until he would be pure,
’insha’Allah

Abu Ja’far as-Saduq said, ‘This reply is with me among a collection of replies by his
(handwriting (peace be upon him)in a book.’(

This reply shows that there is no limit in the water that a dead person should be
washed with, but he should be washed until he becomes pure

Ibrahim bin Mahziyar wrote to Abu Muhammad al-Hasan @.s.) asking him about . v
offering prayer in (clothes dyed with) kermes and saying that his companions
refrained from offering the prayer in it. Imam Abu Muhammad @ s.) replied, ‘There is

(o problem init at all, and praise be to Allah.’(x

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad al-Hasan bin Ali .x
@.s.) asking him, ‘A man died and he had ten days of gadha() fasting that he had to
perform before his death. He left two successors (children). Is it possible for each one

”?0f his successors to fast for five days

(The imam @.s.) replied, ‘His elder successor is to fast for ten days, insha’Allah.’ ¢

Ibrahim bin Mahziyar wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.): “O my master, your .¥
mawla®) Ali bin Mahziyar had recommended the hajj to be performed on behalf of
him from (the revenue of) a garden... twenty Dinars every years, and
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since the way of Basra was blocked, costs became doubled for people so that twenty
dinars were not enough or the hajj). Some others of your mawlas recommended
’ two (performances of) hajj instead

The imam @.s.) replied, ‘You make (the costs of) three seasons of hajj in two, if wills
(Allah the Almighty’«

Ali bin Muhammad al-Hudhayni wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) saying, ‘My .»
cousin has recommended a hajj to be performed on behalf of him with fifteen dinars
?every year, and this is not enough. What do you order me to do

The imam @.s.) replied to him, ‘You make (the costs of) two (seasons of) hajj in one.
(Allah is Aware of that.’ (v

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad al-Hasan bin Ali .5
@.5.), ‘Is the witness of the execution of a dead person accepted when he claims that
?the dead person has a debt on some one if there is another reliable witness

Imam Abu Muhammad @s.) replied, ‘If another reliable man witnesses with him, then
’the claimer has to take an oath

dnreplying to another letter like this, the imam @.s.) said, ‘Yes, after taking an oath (¢

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) saying, .v
‘Some man made a will to his children, some of whom are adults and some are young
children. Is it possible for the adults to execute their father’s will and pay his debts

?before the young children come to age

Imam Abu Muhammad @s.) replied, ‘Yes, the adults
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have to pay their father’s debt and not to delay it for that wntil the others come to
@ge)’n

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar (may Allah be pleased with him) wrote to Abu .A
Muhammad al-Hasan bin Ali @.s.), ‘Some man guards caravans in frightening places
without the permission of the ruler. They (the men of the caravans) agree with him to

’?give him a certain amount. Is it permissible for him to take (wage) from them

The imam @.s.) replied, ‘If he hires himself for a specified wage, he can take his right,
(nsha’Allah’«

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar (may Allah have mercy on him) wrote to Abu .4
Muhammad al-Hasan bin Ali @.s.), ‘Some one bought a house, and there was another
?house (floor) on this house. Would the upper house be included in the lower house

Imam Abu Muhammad @s.) replied, ‘He could not possess except what he had
(bought with its limits and conditions, insha’Allah ¢

The jurisprudents of the Twelver Shi’a gave a fatwa that if some one sold a house, its
land, upper and lower building would be with it, except if the upper floor was
independent in its entry and exit, because that might be a reason to exclude it from

the sold house. They depended in this fatwa on this tradition

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar (may Allah have mercy on him) wrote to the .».
imam, “Some man said to two men: ‘Bear witness that my house in the so-and—so
place with all its limits and all the
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furniture in it is (sold) to so-and-so.’ It is not known what furniture there is in the
” house

Imam Abu Muhammad @s.) replied, ‘It is alright if the buying has included all that,
(nsha’Allah’a

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar (may Allah have mercy on him) wrote to Imam .1\
Abu Muhammad @ s.), ‘Some man had some pieces of land in a village. It was time for
him to go to Mecca o perform the hajj). The village was somewhat far from his
house and he had not enough time to define the boundaries of his land. He defined
the four boundaries of the village and said to the witness: ‘Bear witness that I have
sold to so-and-so the entire village whose boundaries are so-and-so.’” In fact, he just
had some pieces of land in the village. Would that be right for the buyer or he would
possess just a part from the village though the seller had acknowledged to him the

?whole village

Imam Abu Muhammad @ s.) replied, ‘It is not permissible for one to sell what he does
(ot own, and the buyer can possess only what the seller owns.’ (v

Muhammad bin al-Hasan wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) about a man who .\v
asked him to bear witness that he had sold a farm to another but he did not know the
limits of the farm at the time when he asked him to withess. He said to him, ‘When

they tell you the limits, you acknowledge them. Was it permissible
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?for him to bear witness
dImam Abu Muhammad @.s.) replied, ‘Yes, it was, and praise be to Allah.’(

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad @s.), ‘Some .\v
one took an oath that he would be free from Allah the Almighty or from the
messenger of Allah, but then he broke his oath. What should his repentance and

?penance be

The imam @s.) replied, ‘He should feed ten poor people with a mudd of food @bout
(vs- gr.) for each, and pray Allah to forgive him.«x

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad @s.), ‘There is .\o
some woman whose husband has divorced her and he does not pay her the specified
expenditure, though she is in need. Is it permissible for her to go out and spend the

?night out of her house to work and satisfy her need

Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) replied, ‘There is no objection to that if Allah knows that
(sheis true (in her going out to work and satisfy her needs).’«+

A woman, who is divorced in revocable divorce, remains as one’s wife as long as she
is still in the iddah.¢s) The husband must pay her expenditure and she must obey him.
It is not permissible for her to get out of his house without his permission. However, if
the husband does not spend on her, it is permissible for her to go out for work as

Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) has said

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar wrote to Imam .\s
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Abu Muhammad @s.), ‘Some woman undergoes the iddah after the death of her
husband. She is in need and has no one to spend on her. She works for people. Is it
permissible for her, during her iddah, to get out and spend the night away from her

?house for work and necessary needs

(The imam @.s.) replied, ‘There is no objection to that, insha’Allah.’(

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar (may Allah be pleased with him) wrote to Abu .\v
Muhammad al-Hasan bin Ali @.s.), ‘Some man made his will o bequeath) for two
persons. Is it permissible for one of them to do alone with half of the inheritance and

?the other one with the other half

The imam @.s.) replied, ‘They should not contradict the dead one’s will and they
(should do as he has ordered them to do.’«v

If someone bequeaths to two persons, neither of them should do alone with the half
of the inheritance, but they should discuss the matter together. Neither of them has
the right to do with the inheritance according to his own opinion, and without the

permission of the other as the tradition says

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad al-Hasan bin .\A
Ali @.s.), ‘Some man willed to bequeath a third of his properties to his children that the
share a female would be like the share of a male. Would the male have the shares of

?two females from the will

The imam @s.) replied, ‘It is permissible for the

p:Af
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(dead one as he has willed.’

This tradition shows that a Muslim is free to do with the third of his properties as he
likes. He can gift it with same shares to his male and female children, and he can give
one more than the other. He can order the third of his properties to be spent on

charitable organizations as well

Sahl bin Ziyad al-Aadami wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.), ‘Some man had .14
male and female children. He acknowledged that a farm would be for his children but
he did not mention that it would be divided among them due to the shares and

’.commands of Allah. Male and female children were the same in this will

The imam @s.) replied, ‘They should execute their father’s will as he had specified. If
he did not specify anything, they would divide the inheritance according to the Book of
(Allah the Almighty, insha’Allah.’«v

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar (may Allah be pleased with him) wrote to Abu .v.
Muhammad al-Hasan bin Ali @s.), ‘Some man was the executor of someone who
died. This executor appointed another one as the executor instead of him. Would this
(second) man be obliged to execute the will of that man whose executor was that

?(first) man

The imam @.s.) replied, ‘He would be obliged to his right if he had some right with him
(with the dead man), insha’Allah. ¢

This tradition shows that an executor is not permitted to ask another one to execute
what he
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himself has been ordered to execute except when he has a right with the man of the
will. In this case he has the right to appoint another one to take his right back.
Jurisprudents say that an executor has the right to appoint another executor after

him if he has been permitted by the man of the will to do that

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad @s.) asking . v\
him about entailment, and what had been transmitted from his fathers @.s.) about it.
Imam Abu Muhammad @ s.) replied, ‘Entailments should be dealt with as their owners

(have entailed them on, insha’Allah.’ ¢

Muhammad bin al-Hasan as-Saffar wrote to Imam Abu Muhammad al-Hasan bin .vy
Ali @s.), ‘Some man died and left behind a grandson and a full brother. To whom
?would the inheritance belong

The imam @.s.) replied, ‘The inheritance would be for the closest
(one, insha’Allah.«¢

His Companions And The Narrators of His Traditions
point

The Abbasid government did not allow ‘Ulama’ and jurisprudent to communicate with
Imam Abu Muhammad @s.) lest his virtues and vast knowledge would be spread
among people everywhere, as then people would be affected by him and would turn
their backs to the Abbasids. In spite of all the severe procedures the Abbasids took to
separate the imam from people, some ‘Ulama’ and narrators communicated with him
and narrated his traditions. Here we mention the companions and narrators in brief
because this completes the research on the personality of Imam Abu Muhammad

(.@as

Ibrahim bin Abu Hafs Abu Isaaq al—Katib .\

An-Najashi said about him that he was a sheikh from

P: A
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Imam Abu Muhammad al-Askari’s companions. He was a reliable and notable man.
(He had written a book refuting the excessive and Abul Khattab.(

Ibrahim bin Khasib al-Anbari .Y

(Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions.(

Ibrahim bin Abdah .¥

Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Hadi’s and Imam al-Askari's
companions.«) We have mentioned in a previous chapter the letters of Imam al-
Askari @.s.) to him that showed his reliability and high position

Ibrahim bin Ali .¥

Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions. () He was
unknown

Ibrahim bin Muhammad bin Faris an—Naysaburi .)

Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Hadi’s and Imam al-Askari's
companions.®) Once, al-Kashshi asked Abu an-Nadhr al-Ayyashi about some men
among whom was Ibrahim bin Muhammad bin Faris, and he said, ‘As for Ibrahim bin

(Muhammad bin Faris, he is not bad.’ ¢

Abu Isaaq Ibrahim bin Mahziyar al-Ahwazi .7

He had written a book called “al-Bisharaat”.«v) Isaaq bin Muhammad al-Basri narrated
that Muhammad bin Ibrahim bin Mahziyar said to him, ‘When my father dbrahim)was
about to die, he gave me some money and gave me a certain sign. No one knew about
this sign except Allah the Almighty. He said to me, ‘Whoever shows you this sign, you
have to give him this money.’ I went to Baghdad and stopped at an inn. On the
following day, someone came and knocked the door. I asked the servant to see who
he was. The servant said, ‘An old man at the door.’ I said, ‘Let him come in” The old

man came in, took a seat and said, ‘I am al-Umari. Give me the money that is

P: A4
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with you which is so-and-so.” He showed me the sign and I gave him the money.’ (1)
.CAl-Umari was the agent of Imam Abu Muhammad @

Ibrahim bin Mahziyar narrated from Imam Abul Hasan al-Hadi @.s.), Imam Abu
Muhammad al-Askari @.s.), Ibn Abu Umayr, and others. Ahmad bin Muhammad, Sa’d
(bin Abdullah, Abdullah bin Ja’far al-Himyari, and others narrated from him (x

Ibrahim bin Yazid .Y

Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions. He also
(mentioned his brother Ahmad bin Yazid as one of Imam al-Askari’s companions .«

Ibrahim bin Isma’yl bin Dawud bin Hamdun al-Katib an—Nadim .A

He was the master of linguists. He narrated from Imam Abu Muhammad al-Askari
@.s.) and from his father.cr) An-Najashi said, ‘He was the close companion of our
master Abu Muhammad al-Askari @.s.) and of his father Abul Hasan @l-Hadi) @s.)

> before him

He had written some books like “The names of mountains, watercourses, and
valleys”, “Bani®) Murrah bin Owf”, “Bani an-Namr bin Qasit”, “Bani Aqil”, “Bani Abdullah
bin Ghatafan”, “At-Tayy”, “The poetry of al-Hujayr as-Saluli”, “The poetry of Thabit bin
Qutnah and his craft”, “Bani Kulayb bin Yarbu”, “The poetry of bin Murrah bin

(Hammam”, and “Nawadir al-A’rab: rarities of the nomads”.¢

Abu Hamid Ahmad bin Ibrahim al-Muraghi .3

Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions. Ibn Dawud
said about him, ‘He is highly praiseworthy’«vy Ahmad narrated, ‘Abu Ja’far
Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Ja’far al-Qummi al-Attar wrote to the imam (peace be on
him) describing us to him. The imam @.s.) replied, ‘I read that which you described
Abu Hamid (may Allah honor him by His obedience) with and understood his state.

May Allah take

p:a.
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(him to the best end and not cease His favors on him, and may Allah be his guardian.’

Ahmad bin Idris al-Qummi al-Mu’allim .\«

Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions. (v) An-Najashi
said, ‘He was a reliable jurisprudent from among our companions. He was
trustworthy in his many narrations. He had written a book on rarities. He died in v # AH

(on the way from Mecca to Kufa.’«¢

Ahmad bin Isaaq bin Abdullah bin Sa’d bin Malik bin al-Ahwas al-Ash’ari al-Qummi .\\

He was the deputy of the people of Qum. He narrated traditions from Abu Ja’far the
Second dmam al-Jawad) and from Abul Hasan dmam al-Hadi) (peace be on them). He
was from the close companions of Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.). He had written some
books such as “Ilal as-Sawm: causes of fasting” and “Masa’il ar-Rijal: questions of

(men” which he had collected from Abul Hasan the Third dmam ar-Redha) @s.).cf

(Sheikh at-Toosi said he was one from those who had met Imam al-Mahdi @s.).c0

Muhammad bin Ahmed bin as-Salt al-Qummi wrote a letter to ad-Dar o the imam)
and mentioned in it the story of Ahmed bin Isaaq al-Qummi and his companionship.
He mentioned that he wanted to perform Hajj and needed one thousand dinars. He
said in the letter, ‘If my master sees that he orders to lend him this amount and get it
back from him in his country when he comes back, I shall do it (give him the money)’
The imam @s.) replied, ‘It is a gift from us to him and when he comes back, he will get

another gift from us.’) This

p: 4
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story showed his faith and the respect of the imam @.s.) towards him

Abdullah bin Ja’far al-Himyari said, ‘Once, Sheikh Abu Amr (may Allah have mercy on
him) and I met Ahmad bin Isaaq, who signaled to me to ask Abu Amr about the
Successor dmam al-Mahdi. I said to him, ‘O Abu Amr, I want to ask you about
something that I have no doubt about.” He said, ‘Ask about what you want?’ I said to
him, ‘Did you see the Successor after Abu Muhammad @.s.)?” He said, ‘By Allah,

yes’(

.CAnyhow, this man was reliable and had a high position near the Ahlul Bayt @.s

Ahmad bin al-Hasan bin Ali bin Fadhdhal .\Y

Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Hadi’s and Imam al-Askari's
companions.(v) It was said that he was Fatahite) and he was reliable in narration. He
(had written some books such as “Prayer”, and “Wudu”. He died in ys. AH (¢

Abu Ali Ahmad bin Hammad al-Mahmudi .\Y¥

Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Hadi and Imam al-Askari's
companions.) Al-Kashshi mentioned that Muhammad bin Mas’ood said, ‘Abu Ali
Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Hammad al-Mahmudi al-Marwazi said, ‘Abu Ja’far @.s.)
wrote to my father @s mentioned earlier) in a chapter of his book,...@nd every soul
shall be paid in full what it has earned, and they shall not be wronged).¢) As for this
life, we are tried in it with misfortunes, but whoever loves his friend and believes in his
beliefs shall be with him even if he is far from him. And as for the afterlife, it is the

abode
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’ of eternity

Al-Mahmudi said, “The imam @..) wrote to me after my father’s death, ‘Your father
has passed away, may Allah be pleased with him and with you. He is still praiseworthy
(to us. And you shall not be far from this state.””(

This praise of the imam shows that he was a trustworthy and good man. Al-Kashshi
.mentioned other traditions narrated by this man

Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Yasar .\f

Al-Bargi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions.(v) Al-Najashi said
about this man, ‘He was from the clerks of Abu Tahir at the time of Abu Muhammad
@s5.). He was known as as-Sayyari. He was weak in narrations and of bad beliefs as
al-Husayn bin Abdullah told us. His narrations were not regarded significant. He
narrated mursalx) traditions. He had some books like “Thawab (reward of) al-

(Qur’an”, “Medicine”, “Recitations”, “Rarities”, and “al-Gharat (raids)”.c¢

Al-Kashshi mentioned that Ibrahim bin Muhammad bin Hajib said, ‘I read in a paper
with al-Jawad @.s.) that he informed someone, who asked about as-Sayyari, saying,
‘He was not as he claimed for himself. Do not give him anything (of traditions).’®)

Scholars accused him about his beliefs. He died while still on his wrong beliefs

Ahmad bin Abdullah bin Marwan al—-Anbari .\)

(Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions.¢

Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Musshir .\

He narrated from Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.), and Ali bin Abu Khulays narrated from
him. Sayyid al-Khu’i said, ‘Nothing was mentioned that might prove the reliability or
the praiseworthiness of this man. As for the saying of Sheikh as-Saduq about him that

he was “the companion of Abu Muhammad @.s.), it does

p:ay
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not mean he was reliable or good. How is that, whereas there were bad men among
the companions of the Prophet @s.), so what about those who accompanied the
dmam?..’(

Ahmad bin Muhammad al-Hudhayni .\Y

(Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions.

Ahmad bin Hilal al-Abrata’iy .\A

Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions. () He was of
bad beliefs and no one considered his narrations significant.cc) The imam @s.)
dispraised him and declared that he was free from him. He wrote to al-Qassim bin al-
Ala’, ‘Our order has come to you about the liar ibn Hilal, may Allah have no mercy on
him. He - may Allah neither forgive his sins nor may He pardon his slips - often
interfered in our affairs with no permission or satisfaction from us. He was
opinionated and he refrained from giving our dues. He did not carry out our orders
except of what he liked and wanted. May Allah take him to the fire of Hell. We were
patient with him until Allah cut off his life after our prayer. We had informed some
people of our followers about him at that time - may Allah have no mercy on him.
There are some people who do not leave him. Make al-Issaqi - may Allah keep him
and his family safe - know what we have informed you about the status of this sinner,
and make whoever asked about him from the people of his village and other villages

know that. And tell the
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same to whoever deserves to know that. He shall not be excused even by our
’...followers for making dubious what our reliable companions have narrated from us

(This tradition shows that this man was deviant. He died in ysv AH.(\

Isaaq bin Isma’yl an—Naysaburi .}

He was reliable. Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's
(companions.(v) The imam @.s.) prayed Allah for him in one of his letters.«

Abu Ya’qub Isaaq bin Muhammad al-Basri .Y

Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions. (f) Al-Kashshi
(said he was from the heads of the excessive.@

Isma’yl bin Muhammad bin Ali bin Isma’yl al-Hashimi al-Abbasi .Y

(Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions.¢

Jabir bin Suhayl as—Sayqal .YY

He was the agent of Imam Abul Hasan al-Hadi @.s.), Imam Abu Muhammad al-Askari
(@s.),and Imam al-Mahdi @s.).«v

Abul Qassim Jabir bin Yazid al—Farisi .YY

(Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions.i

Ja’far bin Ibrahim bin Noah .Y¥f

(Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions.@

Al—Hasan bin Ahmad al—Maliki .Y)

He was from the companions of Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.). He narrated from his
(father, and Ali bin al-Husayn bin Babwayh narrated from him.(1 .

Al—Hasan bin Ishkeeb al-Marwazi .Y#
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He lived in Samargand. He was a theologian, scholar, and an author. Sheikh at-Toosi
(mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions.(\\

Al-Hasan bin Ja’far .YY

He was known as Abu Talib al-Faghani. Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of
(Imam al-Askari's companions.(\y

Al—Hasan bin Ali bin Nu’man al—Kufi .YA

Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions.(¥) Al-Najashi
said, ‘He was the mawla of bani Hashim. His father Ali bin an-Nu’man was trustworthy
(of true traditions. He had a very useful book on rarities.o ¢

Al—Hasan bin Muhammad bin Baba al-Qummi .Y}

He was excessive. Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's
.companions without adding “al-Qummi” to his name
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al-Kashshi said, ‘Abul Fadhl bin Shathan mentioned in one of his books that ibn Baba
> al-Qummi was one of the famous liars

Sa’d said that al-Ubaydi said to him, ‘Once, dmam) al-Askari wrote to me saying: I am
free before Allah from al-Fihri and al-Hasan bin Muhammad bin Baba al-Qummi, and
you also should be free from them. I warn you and all my followers of them. I curse
them. The curse of Allah be on them. They extort the monies of people in our name.
They are mischievous and harmful. May Allah harm them and plunge them into
mischief. Ibn Baba pretends that I have sent him as a prophet and that he is a
“bab”.(1\) The curse of Allah be on him. Satan has mocked at him and deceived him.
Allah curses whoever accepts that from him. O Muhammad, if you are able to split his
head with a rock, you do so. He has harmed me. May Allah harm him in this life and in

’ the afterlife

This letter shows that the imam @.s.) was so angry at this man who had denied his
religion and gone too far in deviation

Al—Hasan bin Musa al-Khashshab .Y

An-Najashi said about him, ‘He was from our notable companions. He was famous in
knowledge and Hadith, and had written some books such as “Refuting the Waqifites”
and “the Rarities”. It was said that from his books there were the books of “the Hajj”,
and “the Prophets”. Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's

(companions.(v
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Abu Own al-Hasan bin an—Nadhr al-Abrash .Y\

(Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions.(

Al-Hasan bin an—Nadhr .YY

It was he who was carried to the Sacred District “Surra Man Ra’a” after the death of
Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.). The Imam @.s.) had given him two garments. He died in
Ramadhan and was enshrouded in these two garments. He was from the people of
Qum, and from those who met Imam al-Mahdi @.s.) other than his agents and saw his
miracles.(v) Sayyid al-Khu’i thought he was but the very man mentioned above and

(not another one.(¢

Al-Husayn bin al-Hasan bin Abban .Y'¥

Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions and said, ‘He
met the imam @.s.) but we do not know whether he narrated from him or not. Ibn
Qoulwayh said he was from the relatives of as-Saffar and Sa’d bin Abdullah but he
was before them because he narrated from al-Husayn bin Sa’eed but they both did

(not.’(¢

Hafs bin Amr al-Umari .Y¥f

Sheikh at-Toosi mentioned him as one of Imam al-Askari's companions. ) He was
one of the best companions of the imam @s.). Isaaq bin Isma’yl had a letter from
Imam Abu Muhammad @.s.) saying, ‘Do not leave the country until you meet al-
Umari. May Allah be pleased with him for my pleasedness with him. You greet him, be
acquainted with him and make him be acquainted with you, because he is pure, loyal,
chaste, and close to us. Everything that is carried to us from countries comes to him at

(ast so that he brings it to us. Praise be to Allah exceedingly.’¢

This shows
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