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Preface

میحرلا نمحرلا  هللا  مسب 

:Two questions stand at the centre of the Sunni-Shi’i disagreement

i) Did the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, ever appoint any khalifah to)
stand in his command position and substitute for him in his

p: 1
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?command roles after his death

?ii) If he did, who exactly did he designate)

Our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah resolutely submit that the Prophet never
appointed a khalifah. Rather, he – according to them – died without any designated
heir to his command, and gave no indication whatsoever as to the method of
appointing future commanders of the Ummah. Therefore, any Sunni Muslim can
become the Sunni caliph by inheritance, or through a popular vote, an electoral
college, a coup, or an armed rebellion. By contrast, the Shi’ah Imamiyyah argue that
the Messenger of Allah actually appointed twelve khalifahs from his bloodline – by
Divine Order - to assume his command roles after him. In line with the Shi’i doctrine,
the first of these khalifahs was Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, ‘alaihi al-salam,
followed by Imam al-Hasan, ‘alaihi al-salam, then Imam al-Husayn, ‘alaihi al-salam,
and then nine others from the progeny of al-Husayn, ‘alaihim al-salam. The twelfth of

.them, according to Shi’is, is Imam al-Mahdi, ‘alaihi al-salam

:Another crucial difference between the Sunni and Shi’i positions is outlined below

Acording to Sunni Islam, it is primarily political and military power which determines . 1
legitimacy. Therefore, whoever is to seize full political and military control of most of
the Sunni communities is their legitimate khalifah. Whoever is not able to achieve that

.is not the khalifah

On the other hand, Shi’is maintain that it is only divine appointment that determines . 2
legitimacy. Even if the divine appointee is denied political or military power, he

p: 2

On The Khilafah Of ‘Ali Over Abu BakrGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 9 of 322

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


still remains the legitimate khalifah. Whoever exercises political or military control
over him is nothing but a rebel, and so is whosoever fails to recognize his authority. All
the messengers of Allah, ‘alaihim al-salam, were commanders of their respective
Ummahs till their deaths(1). Yet, most of them were denied both political and military

authority. That, of course, never stripped them of their legitimate command over
.even the rebel leaders

However, there are authentic ahadith in the Sunni sources which firmly establish that
the Prophet – by the Command of Allah - did appoint twelve khalifahs from his
bloodline, with the first of them really being ‘Ali! This then is exactly where the
supreme problem lies for the Sunni claims, and - of course – the entirety of Sunni

.Islam as a whole

The khalifah is the one who takes the place of another one, who is physically absent
for one reason or another. Imam Ibn al-‘Athir (d. 606 H), an ace Sunni lexicographer,

:explains

هدسم دسیو  بهاذلا  ماقم  موقی  نم  هفیلخلا 

The khalifah is whoever stands in the position of the one who is physically absent and
(substitutes for him.(2

So, the khalifah is basically the “substitute” of the one who is physically absent. The
cause of the absence does not matter – whether distance, death or others. What is
important is that someone who occupies/occupied a certain position is physically
absent, and another – the khalifah – “substitutes” for him in it. This often happens in

football matches. A player is substituted by another

p: 3

See Qur’an 4:64 - 1
Ibn al-Athir, Abu Sa’adat al-Mubarak b. Muhammad al-Jazari, al-Nihayah fi Gharib - 2
al-Hadith wa al-Athar (Qum: Muasassat Isma’iliyyan) [annotator: Mahmud

Muhammad al-Tanahi and Tahir Ahmad al-Zawi], vol. 2, p. 69
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who then plays his exact role on the pitch. The substitute is the khalifah of the
substituted footballer. With regards to our Ummah, the Messenger of Allah is our amir

(commander)(1). His command endures over, and binds, all Muslims – civilian and
military - till the End Time. In particular, he had, and still has, full command of all
Muslim armed forces. No Muslim can ever validly claim that the Prophet’s command

has ceased over any of the believers. None has ever, and none will ever, do such. The
Messenger of Allah is, and will forever remain, the amir of the believers (amir al-

(. muminin

However, it was impossible for the Prophet to personally exercise all his command

roles over the Ummah, even during his lifetime. Therefore, whenever he was unable
to do so by himself, he used to deputize people to fill the roles for him. Whoever he
appointed was therefore known as his amir (i.e. the amir appointed by him)(2). Imam

:Ahmad (d. 241 H) records one of his explicit instructions concerning such deputies

هریره ابأ  عمـس  هنا  هربخأ  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  هملـس  ابأ  نا  باهـش  نب  نع  دایز  انأ  جـیرج  نب  انث  حور  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
نمو ینعاطأ  دقف  يریمأ  عاطأ  نمو  هللا  یصع  دقف  یناصع  نمو  هللا  عاطأ  دقف  ینعاطأ  نم  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لوقی 

یناصع دقف  يریمأ  یصع 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Ruh – Ibn Jurayj – Ziyad – Ibn‘
Shihab – Abu

p: 4

There are several verses of the Qur’an which order all believers till the Day of al- - 1
Qiyamah to “obey” the Messenger – 4:64, 3:32, , 3:132, 4:13, 4:59, 4:69, 4:80, 5:92, 8:1, 8:20,

.8:46, 9:71, 24:47, 24:51, 24:52, 24:54, 24:56, 33:33, 33:66, 33:71, 47:33, 48:17, 49:14, 58:13, and 64:12
This shows that it is permissible, and in fact the Sunnah, to refer to deputies and - 2

.substitutes in command roles as amirs
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:Salamah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman – Abu Hurayrah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “Whosoever obeys me has obeyed
Allah and whosoever disobeys me has disobeyed Allah. Also, whosoever obeys my

(amir has obeyed me, and whosoever disobeys my amir has disobeyed me.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut says

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.(2

These amirs were generally appointed either as army commanders or civilian
governors. In the latter case, they were also referred to as khalifahs(3). They stood in
the position of the Messenger of Allah – often in a limited capacity – and substituted
for him within his Ummah. The question then is about the command roles of the
Prophet after his death. Did he appoint amirs to fill them for him or not? He knew for
certain that he was going to die one day, and would no longer be able to personally
perform his command roles at all anymore within his Ummah. So, what did he do
about these roles? Did he follow his Sunnah of appointing amirs to perform them for
him whenever he was unable to do by himself? Or, did he abandon his own Sunnah?!

!Our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah say: Yes, he abandoned his own Sunnah

He knew that he still had those roles in his Ummah which would endure after his
demise, and that he would soon be unable to carry them out personally. Yet, he

deputized no one to perform them for him in

p: 5

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 2, p. 511, 10645

Ibid - 2
We have discussed instances of this usage in the main body of this book, especially - 3

.in the chapters on Hadith al-Khilafah and Hadith al-Manzilah
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his absence (due to death). Meanwhile, the Shi’ah contradict the Ahl al-Sunnah on this
matter. They argue that it was absolutely impossible for the Messenger to have
departed without taking steps to ensure the continued fulfillment of his command

roles over his Ummah after him. They submit instead that he actually appointed
.twelve amirs to fill his full command roles for him among his followers till the Hour

The Shi’i claim apparently has support in authentic Sunni reports. For instance, this is
:an authentic hadith documented in the Musnad of Imam Ahmad

هللا یلص  هللا  لوسر  تعمس  لاق  هرمس  نب  رباج  نع  برح  نب  كامس  نع  دیبع  نب  رمع  نع  سنوی  نب  جیرس  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
شیرق نم  مهلک  لاقف  یبنج  یلإ  وأ  ینیلی  يذلا  تلأسف  یلع  یفخف  ملکتف  اریمأ  رشع  انثا  يدعب  نم  نوکی  لوقی  ملس  هیلع و 

:Abd Allah – Shurayh b. Yunus – ‘Umar b. ‘Ubayd – Simak b. Harb – Jabir b. Samurah‘

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying, “THERE WILL BE AFTER
ME TWELVE AMIRS”. Then he said something which I did not hear clearly. So I asked

(the one next to me, and he said, “All of them will be from Quraysh.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

كامس لجأ  نم  نسح  دانسإ  اذهو  حیحص  ثیدح 

(It is a sahih hadith, and this chain is hasan due to Simak.(2

:Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) says about the same hadith

حیحص نسح  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith is hasan sahih(3

:And ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) agrees

حیحص

(Sahih(4

:Imam Ahmad further records
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ینثدح هللا  دبع  انثدح 

p: 6

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 99, 20978

Ibid - 2
Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 3
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 4, p. 501, 2223
Ibid - 4
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هیلع و هللا  یلص  یبنلا  تعمس  لاق  هرمس  نب  رباج  نع  یبعشلا  نع  دنه  نب  دواد  انثدح  هملس  نب  دامح  انث  لیعامسإ  نب  لمؤم  انث  یبأ 
هفیلخ رشع  انثا  هملأا  هذهل  نوکی  لوقی  ملس 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Mumal b. Isma’il – Hamad b.‘
:Salamah – Dawud b. Hind – al-Shu’bi – Jabir b. Samurah

I heard the Prophet, peace be upon him, saying: “There will be FOR this Ummah

(TWELVE KHALIFAHS.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut says

حیحص ثیدح 

(It is a sahih hadith.(2

Note that the hadith says “for this Ummah” and not “in this Ummah”. So, it explicitly
and very emphatically limits the number to twelve till the extinction of the Ummah at
the Last Hour. The phrase “in this Ummah” - although having the same effect too -

.would have been weaker

:Ahmad again documents

تعمـس لاق  هرمـس  نب  رباج  نع  ینادـمهلا  دیعـس  نب  دوسلأا  نع  همثیخ  نب  دایز  انث  ریهز  انث  مشاه  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
شیرق نم  مهلک  هفیلخ  رشع  انثا  يدعب  نوکی  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق  وأ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Hashim – Zuhayr – Ziyad b.‘
:Khaythamah – al-Aswad b. Sa’id al-Hamdani – Jabir b. Samurah

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying, or the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, said: “THERE WILL BE AFTER ME TWELVE KHALIFAHS, all of them

(from Quraysh.”(3

:Al-Arnaut comments

حیحص ثیدح 

(It is a sahih hadith(4
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In some other

p: 7

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 106, 21051

Ibid - 2
Ibid, vol. 5, p. 92, 20890 - 3

Ibid - 4
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ahadith, their direct appointment by the Prophet is stated, as well as their primary

:identities. Imam Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H) records

لوسر لاق  لاق  تباث  نب  دیز  نع  ناسح ، نب  مساقلا  نع  نیکرلا  نع  کیرش ، نع  يرفحلا ، دواد  وبأ  دعـس  نب  ورمع  انث  رکب ، وبأ  انث 
یلع ادری  یتح  اـقرفتی  نل  اـمهنإو  یتیب  لـهأ  یترتعو  هللا  باـتک  يدـعب ، نم  نیتـفیلخلا  مکیف  كراـت  ینإ  ملـسو : هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا 

.ضوحلا

Abu Bakr – ‘Amr b. Sa’d Abu Dawud al-Hafri – Sharik – al-Rakin – al-Qasim b. Hisan –
:Zayd b. Thabit

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “I AM LEAVING BEHIND AMONG

YOU the two khalifahs after me: the Book of Allah and my bloodline, my Ahl al-Bayt.
(Both shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Font.”(1

:Allamah al-Albani declares‘

حیحص ثیدح 

(It is a sahih hadith.(2

:Imam Ahmad too documents

هللا لوسر  لاق  لاق  تباث  نب  دیز  نع  ناسح  نب  مساقلا  نع  نیکرلا  نع  کیرـش  انث  رماع  نب  دوسلأا  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
ضرلأا یلإ  ءامـسلا  نیب  اـم  وأ  ضرـلأاو  ءامـسلا  نیب  اـم  دودـمم  لـبح  هللا  باـتک  نیتفیلخ  مکیف  كراـت  ینا  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  یتیب  لهأ  یترتعو 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – al-Aswad b. ‘Amir – Sharik – al-‘
:Rakin – al-Qasim b. Hisan – Zayd b. Thabit

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “I AM LEAVING BEHIND AMONG

YOU two khalifahs: the Book of Allah – a rope stretching between

p: 8

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 1
al-Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1400 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-
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Din al-Albani], vol. 2, pp. 350-351, 754
Ibid, vol. 2, p. 351, 754 - 2
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the heaven and the earth or from the heaven to the earth – and my bloodline, my Ahl
al-Bayt. Both shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-

(Font.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

کیرش ظفح  ءوسل  فیعض  دانسإ  اذهو  ضوحلا "  یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  هلوق " :  نود  هدهاوشب  حیحص  ثیدح 

The hadith is sahih through its shawahid (witnesses), except his statement “Both shall
(never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Font.”(2

:Ahmad further records

هللا لوسر  لاق  لاق  تباث  نب  دیز  نع  ناسح  نب  مساقلا  نع  نیکرلا  نع  کیرـش  انث  يریبزلا  دمحأ  وبأ  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
اعیمج ضوحلا  یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  یتیب  لهأو  هللا  باتک  نیتفیلخ  مکیف  كرات  ینإ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Abu Ahmad al-Zubayri – Sharik‘
:– al-Rakin – al-Qasim b. Hisan – Zayd b. Thabit

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I AM LEAVING BEHIND AMONG

YOU two khalifahs: the Book of Allah and my Ahl al-Bayt. Both shall never separate
(from each other until they meet me together at the Lake-Font.”(3

:Al-Arnaut again says

 " اعیمج ضوحلا  یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  هلوق " :  نود  هدهاوشب  حیحص  ثیدح 

The hadith is sahih through its shawahid, except his statement, “Both shall never
(separate from each other until they meet me together at the Lake-Font.”(4

:Imam al-Haythami (d. 807 H) too copies this report from Musnad Ahmad

هللا لوسر  لاق  لاق :  تباث  نب  دیز  نع 

p: 9

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1

On The Khilafah Of ‘Ali Over Abu BakrGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 19 of 322

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12665/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_9_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12665/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_9_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12665/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_9_3
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12665/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_9_4
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 181, 21618
Ibid - 2

Ibid, vol. 5, p. 189, 21697 - 3
Ibid - 4
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یلإ ءامسلا  نیب  ام  وأ  ضرلأاو -  ءامسلا  نیب  ام  دودمم  لبح  لج  زع و  هللا  باتک  نیتفیلخ :  مکیف  كرات  ینإ  ملـس : هیلع و  هللا  یلص 
ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  یتیب  لهأ  یترتعو  ضرلأا - 

:Narrated Zayd b. Thabit

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “I AM LEAVING BEHIND AMONG

YOU two khalifahs: the Book of Allah – a rope stretching between the heaven and the
earth or from the heaven to the earth – and my bloodline, my Ahl al-Bayt. Both shall

(never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Font.”(1

:And he passes this verdict

دیج هدانسإو  دمحأ  هاور 

(. Ahmad has narrated it and its chain is good (jayyid

It was the Prophet himself who was personally leaving behind the Qur’an and his
bloodline as khalifahs among his Ummah. In fact, in one of the reports, he called them
“the two khalifahs after me”, thereby fixing and restricting the khilafah to them. In any
case, both the Qur’an and his bloodline are his khalifahs, appointed by him, according
to the authentic ahadith above. Something to note at this point is that the word

khalifah is both singular and plural, as submitted by Imam al-Raghib al-Isfahani (d. 501
(: H

 ، هدلاوأ وحلاصو  وه  دـیرأ  لب  طقف ،  ملاـسلا  هیلع  مدآ  هب  دری  مل  هفیلخلا  نإف  عمج ،  وه ]  ] انهاهو عمجلاو ،  دـحاولل  لاـقی  هفیلخلاو 
هؤافلخ مهف 

The word khalifah is used to refer to a single person or to a group. Here (under Qur’an
2:30), it is

p: 10

Nur al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Majma’ al-Zawaid (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1412 - 1
H), vol. 9, p. 256, 14957
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plural. This is because the word Khalifah (there) does not refer to Adam, peace be
upon him, alone. Rather, it refers to him and the righteous ones among his offspring.

(So, they are His (i.e. Allah’s) Khalifahs.(1

Therefore, it was linguistically permissible for the Prophet to refer to his bloodline as
his khalifah, to indicate that each of them was his khalifah individually. Secondly, like in
the case of Adam, the word khalifah in the ahadith is not a reference to all the
members of the bloodline indiscriminately. Rather, as stated in the other ahadith, the
khalifahs among them are only twelve of their righteous ones. Each of these khalifahs
stands in the Messenger’s position as the amir of the Ummah and substitutes for the
latter in his command roles. So, each of them is also our amir, the amir of our Prophet

.over us

:The big questions then rise here

?How many are the khalifahs of Sunni Muslims . 1

?What percentage of them were from the Prophet’s bloodline, his Ahl al-Bayt . 2

What percentage of them remained eternally inseparable from the Qur’an, as . 3
?stipulated by the ahadith

?And what percentage of them acted for the Messenger of Allah . 4

Without a doubt, the Sunni khalifahs were in their dozens. Meanwhile, the khalifahs
for this Ummah, according to its Prophet, are only twelve. So, it is either none of them
was a khalifah for the Ummah, or only twelve of them were. Perhaps, the worst part

of it all is that none of the dozens

p: 11

Abu al-Qasim al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. al-Mufadhdhal al-Raghib al-Isfahani, - 1
Tafsir al-Raghib al-Isfahani wa Muqadimmatuh (Kulliyat al-Adab, Jami’ah Tanta; 1st

edition, 1412 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Basyuni], vol. 1, p. 139
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of Sunni khalifahs - apart from Amir al-Muminin and Imam al-Hasan - was from the
Prophet’s bloodline. In particular, Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, Mu’awiyah and Yazid –
the primary Sunni khalifahs – were all from outside the bloodline of the Messenger.

!This fact singlehandedly kicks them out of the scope of the legitimate khilafah

Apparently, Sunni Islam itself survives upon the legitimacy of the khilafah of Abu Bakr,
‘Umar, ‘Uthman, Mu’awiyah and Yazid at the least. Should their khilafah – or that of
any of them - collapse, the Sunni religion as a whole dies with it. So, the Sunni ‘ulama

make all the desperate efforts they can and go to all desperate lengths to deny the
legitimate khilafah of the Ahl al-Bayt and uphold the patently illegitimate khilafah of
the others. It is a survival tactic for them. They have no other choice if they still want

to maintain their flocks and the attendant benefits. However, it in indeed a very
:dangerous game actually, in the light of this noble verse

نوملعت متنأو  قحلا  اومتکتو  لطابلاب  قحلا  اوسبلت  لاو 

(And mix not the Truth with falsehood, nor conceal the Truth while you know.(1

:Then, Allah adds

نونعلالا مهنعلیو  هللا  مهنعلی  کئلوأ  باتکلا  یف  سانلل  هانیب  ام  دعب  نم  يدهلاو  تانیبلا  نم  انلزنأ  ام  نومتکی  نیذلا  نإ 

Those who conceal the clear proofs, evidences and the guidance, which We have sent
down, after We have made it clear for the people in the Book, they are the ones being

cursed by Allah and being cursed

p: 12

Qur’an 2:42 - 1
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(by the cursers.(1

In particular, these desperate Sunni ‘ulama focus upon the khilafah of Amir al-
Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib. He was the immediate, undisputed leader of the Prophet’s
bloodline after the latter. Meanwhile, the true khilafah had been fixed permanently

within this same bloodline. Therefore, naturally, ‘Ali was the first legitimate khalifah of
Islam. So, even if there were no other authentic ahadith about his khilafah, it is

.nonetheless perfectly proven through this route

Yet, in addition to this general evidence, there are also loads of specific undeniable
Sunni proofs for the khilafah of Amir al-Muminin over Abu Bakr and the entire Ummah

after the Messenger of Allah. But, as a way of protecting the patently illegitimate

khilafah of Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman, some scholars of the Ahl al-Sunnah further
wage an extreme war against the authentic evidences in favour of ‘Ali in their own

books. They instinctively deny, without tabling any academic excuse, any sahih Sunni
hadith about Amir al-Muminin which threatens Abu Bakr and ‘Umar in any way –

.whether in merits, virtues or khilafah

None among them has ever been as violent in this regard as Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah.
He has done this recklessly and relentlessly throughout his books, especially Minhaj

al-Sunnah. Therefore, in this book, this author has concentrated mainly upon Ibn
Taymiyyah’s claims and arguments against the doubtless Sunni proofs which firmly,
explicitly and specifically establish the khilafah of Amir al-Muminin immediately after

.the Messenger of the Lord of the worlds

,In this book

p: 13

Qur’an 2:159 - 1
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we have adopted the same investigative research methodology as we did in our first
book: ‘Ali: the Best of the Sahabah. Through these efforts and the complete

transparency of our techniques, we hope to give every truth-seeker the full

opportunity to reach the truth in a safe, honest, and intellectually charged

environment, devoid of sectarian propaganda or bias. We implore Allah to forgive us
all our mistakes, and to accept this as a worthy act of ‘ibadah. And may Allah send His
salawat and barakat upon our master, Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah, and upon his purified

.bloodline

Hadith Al-Khilafah ( 1

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) says

هیلع و هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلع  بذـک  یه  ظافلأ  هیفو  نومیم  نب  ورمع  نع  تبث  ول  لسرم  وه  لـب  ادنـسم  سیل  اذـه  نأ  باوجلاو 
یبنلا نإف  یتفیلخ  تنأو  لاإ  بهذأ  نأ  یغبنی  یبنب لا  تسل  کنأ  ریغ  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  نوکت  نأ  یضرت  امأ  هلوقک  ملس 

یلع ریغ  هنیدملا  یلع  هتفیلخو  هرم  ریغ  بهذ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

The reply is that this (hadith) is not fully-connected in its chain (musnad). Rather, it is
mursal (narrated by a Tabi’i directly from the Prophet), (even) if it is authentically
transmitted from ‘Amr b. Maymun. It (also) contains statements that are lies upon the
Messenger of Allah such as his statement: “Are you not pleased that you are to me of
the status of Harun to Musa, with the exception that you are not a prophet? It is not

right that I depart except with

p: 14
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you as my khalifah.” Verily, the Prophet, peace be upon him, departed many times and
(his khalifah over Madinah was other than ‘Ali (on each occasion). (1

First, our dear Shaykh grades the hadith of ‘Amr b. Maymun to be mursal. This means

that there is no Sahabi in the chain. The last narrator transmitting directly from the
Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, is only a Tabi’i. Second, Shaykh Ibn
Taymiyyah claims that it contains clear lies upon the Messenger of Allah, especially
the statement that ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, was his khalifah. He also interprets “depart” in
the hadith to mean “depart from Madinah”, rather than “depart from this world”. It
would be appropriate to examine its full chain, context and texts in order to determine

.the validity of the Shaykh’s claims

Hadith al-Khilafah has come in three sighahs (versions). The first sighah is

:documented by Imam Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H). He records

: لاق سابع  نبا  نع  نومیم ، نب  ورمع  نع  جلب  یبأ  میلـس  نب  ییحی  نع  هناوع ، یبأ  نع  دامح ، نب  یحی  انثدح  ینثملا ، نب  دمحم  انث 
نم نمؤم  لک  یف  یتفیلخ  تنأو  ایبن  تسل  کنأ  لاإ  یـسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  تنأ  یلعل : ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاـق 

.يدعب

Muhammad b. al-Muthanna – Yahya b. Hammad – Abu ‘Awanah – Yahya b. Sulaym
Abu Balj – ‘Amr b. Maymun – Ibn ‘Abbas: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,

said to ‘Ali: “You are to me of the status of Harun to Musa, with the

p: 15

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 5, p. 34
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exception that you are not a prophet. And you are my khalifah over every believer
(after me.”(1

:Dr. al-Jawabirah says

دهاوش هلو  .أطخا  امبر  قودص  ظفاحلا : لاق  جلب ، نب  میلس  نب  ییحی  همساو  جلب  یبا  ریغ  نیخیشلا  لاجر  هلاجر  .نسح  هدانسا 

Its chain is hasan. Its narrators are narrators of the two Shaykhs, except Abu Balj,
and his name is Yahya b. Sulaym b. Balj. Al-Hafiz said: “Saduq (very truthful), maybe

(he made mistakes.” There are witnesses for it (i.e. the hadith).”(2

Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H), in his annotated version of Ibn Abi Asim’s Kitab al-‘
:Sunnah surprisingly added some new words in brackets

: لاق سابع  نبا  نع  نومیم ، نب  ورمع  نع  جلب  یبأ  میلـس  نب  ییحی  نع  هناوع ، یبأ  نع  دامح ، نب  یحی  انثدح  ینثملا ، نب  دمحم  انث 
تنأو  ] لاإ بهذأ  نأ  یغبنی  هنإ لا  ایبن ] تسل  کنأ  لاإ  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  تنأ  یلعل : ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق 

.يدعب نم  نمؤم  لک  یف  یتفیلخ 

Muhammad b. al-Muthanna – Yahya b. Hammad – Abu ‘Awanah – Yahya b. Sulaym
Abu Balj – ‘Amr b. Maymun – Ibn ‘Abbas: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
said to ‘Ali: “You are to me of the status of Harun to Musa, with the exception that you
are not a prophet. [Verily, it is not right that I depart except] with you as my khalifah

(over every believer after me.”(3

:Nonetheless, ‘Allamah al-Albani also comments

امبر قودص  ظفاحلا " : لاق  جلب  نب  میلس  نب  ییحی  همساو  جلب  یبأ  ریغ  نیخیشلا  لاجر  تاقث  هلاجرو  .نسح  هدانسإ 

p: 16

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 1
al-Sunnah (Dar al-Sami’i li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’) [annotator: Dr. Basim b. Faysal al-

Jawabirah], vol. 1, pp. 799-800, 1222
Ibid - 2

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 3
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al-Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1400 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-
Din al-Albani], vol. 2, p. 565, 1188
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 ". أطخأ

Its chain is hasan. Its narrators are trustworthy, and are narrators of the two Shaykhs
(i.e. al-Bukhari and Muslim) except Abu Balj. His name is Yahya b. Sulaym b. Balj. Al-

(Hafiz said: “Saduq (very truthful), maybe he made mistakes.”(1

This hadith, in the Sunni book, is narrated by Ibn ‘Abbas, radhiyallahu ‘anhu, a Sahabi.
Therefore, it is not mursal, as claimed by Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah. Rather, its chain is
musnad (well-connected) and hasan (good). Moreover, since the hadith has been
authentically transmitted, the Shaykh’s grading of it as “a lie” also has absolutely no

.basis at all

:The second sighah is recorded by Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241 H), in his Musnad

یف سانلاب  جرخو  سابع ....  نب  لاق   .... نومیم نب  ورمع  انث  جلب  وبأ  انث  هناوع  وبأ  انث  دامح  نب  ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
نم نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  نوکت  نأ  یـضرت  امأ  هل  لاقف  یلع  یکبف  هللا لا  یبن  هل  لاقف  لاق  کعم  جرخأ  یلع  هل  لاقف  لاـق  كوبت  هوزغ 

یتفیلخ تنأو  لاا  بهذأ  نأ  یغبنی  هنا لا  یبنب  تسل  کنأ  لاا  یسوم 

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya b. Hammad – Abu ‘Awanah – Abu ‘
:Balj – ‘Amr b. Maymun .... Ibn ‘Abbas said

He (the Messenger of Allah) went out for the battle of Tabuk. So, ‘Ali said to him, .... 
“Let me go out with you.” Therefore, the Prophet of Allah, peace be upon him, said,

“Do not weep, ‘Ali. Are you not pleased that you are to me of the

p: 17

Ibid - 1
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status of Harun to Musa, with the exception that you are not a prophet? Verily, it is not
(right that I depart except with you as my khalifah.”(1

:Al-Arnaut strangely says

.هب درفنیلا  امیف  هثیدح  لبقی  هنأ  هیف  لیق  ام  لدعأ  جلب  وبأ  هقایسلا .  هذهب  فیعض  هدانسإ 

Its chain is dha’if with this context. Abu Balj, the fairest that has been said about him is
(that his hadith is accepted only when he is corroborated.(2

:However, he contradicts himself elsewhere

جلب یبأ  لجأ  نم  نسح  هدانسإ  ....بطاح  نب  دمحم  نع  جلب  وبأ  انث  هناوع  وبأ  انث  نافع  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Affan – Abu ‘Awanah – Abu Balj –‘
(Muhammad b. Hatib .... Its chain is hasan due to Abu Balj.(3

:Al-Arnaut also states

نسح دانسإ  اذه   .... هریره وبأ  لاق  لاق  هثدح  نومیم  نب  ورمع  نا  جلب  وبأ  انثدح  ریهز  انثدح  نسح  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Hasan – Zuhayr – Abu Balj – ‘Amr b.‘
(Maymun – Abu Hurayrah .... This chain is hasan.(4

Apparently, Hadith al-Khilafah is hasan by the standards of Shaykh al-Arnaut too!
Commenting about the same hadith in Musnad Ahmad, ‘Allamah Ahmad Shakir (d. 1377

:H) declares

وهو يرازفلا ، دوسلأا  یبأ  نب  ییحی  لاقیو  میلس  نب  ییحی  همـسا  میج : هرخآ  ملالا و  نوکـسو  ءابلا  حتفب  جلب ، وبأ  حیحـص ، هدانـسإ 
،؟ اذـه لاق  نیأ  يردأ  امو  رظن ! هیف  لاق : يراخبلا  نأ  بیذـهتلا  یفو  .مهریغو  ینطقرادـلاو  یئاسنلاو  دعـس  نباو  نیعم  نبا  هقثو  هقث ،

یف همجرت  هنإف 

p: 18

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 330, 3062
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Ibid - 2
Ibid, vol. 4, p. 259, 18305 - 3
Ibid, vol. 2, p. 355, 8645 - 4
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، هبعـش هنع  يور  دقو  ءافعـضلا ، یف  یئاسنلاو  وه  هرکذ  لاو  ریغـصلا ، یف  همجرتی  ملو  اًحرج ، هیف  رکذی  ملو   280 ریبکلا 4/2/279 _ 
.هقث نع  لاإ  يوری  وهو لا 

Its chain is sahih. Abu Balj: his name is Yahya b. Sulaym. He is also called Yahya b. Abi
al-Aswad al-Fazari, and he is thiqah (trustworthy). Ibn Ma’in, Ibn Sa’d, al-Nasai, al-
Daraqutni and others declared him thiqah. It is said in al-Tahdhib that al-Bukhari said:
“There is a problem in him”! I do not know: where has he said that? This is because in
his (al-Bukhari’s) biography of him in al-Kabir 4/2/279-280, he does not mention any
criticism against him, and he (al-Bukhari) does not write his biography in al-Saghir,
and neither he nor al-Nasai has mentioned him in (his respective) al-Dhu’afa.
Moreover, Shu’bah has narrated from him, and he does not narrate except from

(thiqah narrators.(1

:Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) records the hadith too

نب ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  لبنح  نب  دمحأ  نب  هللا  دبع  انث  هباتک  لصأ  نم  دادغبب  یعیطقلا  نادمح  نب  رفعج  نب  دمحأ  رکب  وبأ  انربخأ 
....هریغ دحلأ  تسیل  لئاضف  هرشع  عضب  هل  لجر  یف  اوعقو  سابع ....:  نبا  لاق   .... نومیم نب  ورمع  انث  جلب  وبأ  انث  هناوع  وبأ  انث  دامح 

یلـص یبنلا  لاقف  لاق :  کعم  جرخأ  یلع :  هل  لاقف  لاق  هعم  سانلاب  جرخو  كوبت  هوزغ  یف  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  جرخو 
يدعب سیل  هنأ  لاإ  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  نوکت  نأ  یضرت  امأ  هل :  لاقف  یلع  یکبف  ملسو لا  هیلع  هللا 

p: 19

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Dar al-Hadith; 1st - 1
edition, 1416 H) [annotator: Ahmad Muhammad Shakir], vol. 1, p. 331, 3062
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یتفیلخ تنأو  لاإ  بهذأ  نأ  یغبنی  هنإ لا  یبن 

Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Ja’far b. Hamadan al-Qati’i – ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Hanbal – my

father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya b. Hammad – Abu ‘Awanah – Abu Balj – ‘Amr b.
:Maymun .... Ibn ‘Abbas said

They are attacking a man who has ten EXCLUSIVE merits.... The Messenger of .... 
Allah, peace be upon him, went out for the battle of Tabuk, and the people went out
with him. So, ‘Ali said to him, “Let me go out with you.” Therefore, the Prophet, peace
be upon him, said, “Do not weep, ‘Ali. Are you not pleased that you are to me of the
status of Harun to Musa, with the exception that there is no prophet after me? Verily,

(it is not right that I depart except with you as my khalifah.”(1

:Al-Hakim says

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith has a sahih chain.(2

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) backs him

حیحص

(Sahih.(3

Meanwhile, Imam al-Nasai (d. 303 H) has documented the third sighah, through the
:same hasan chain of transmission as the first

لاإ یـسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  نوکت  نأ  یـضرت  امأ  لاقف  یکبف  لاقف لا  کعم  جرخأ  یلع  لاقف  كوبت  هوزغ  یف  ساـنلاب  جرخو 
يدعب نم  نمؤم  لک  یف  ینعی  یتفیلخ  تنأ  لاق  مث  یبنب  تسل  کنأ 

He (the Messenger of Allah) went out with the people for the battle of Tabuk. So, ‘Ali .... 
said to him, “Let me go out with you.” Therefore, he (the Prophet) said, “Do not weep,

‘Ali. Are you

p: 20
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 143, 4652
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3
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not pleased that you are to me of the status of Harun to Musa, with the exception that
(you are not a prophet? You are my khalifah, that is, over every believer after me.”(1

This third sighah reveals that the second sighah actually misses some words. When

the Messenger of Allah declared Amir al-Muminin as his khalifah, he explicitly
explained what he meant, so that the khilafah is not confused with ‘Ali’s governorate
over Madinah. In the end, all three sighahs actually say the same thing: ‘Ali was the

.khalifah of the Messenger of Allah over every believer after him

These various reports record varying degrees of details of the text of Hadith al-
:Khilafah. However, by combining the sighahs, a clear picture emerges

The Messenger of Allah made Amir al-Muminin his khalifah over Madinah during the . 1
.battle of Tabuk

.The Prophet himself led the army to Tabuk . 2

Ali was very distressed with the appointment and preferred to participate in the . ‘ 3
.battle as a soldier. This displeasure made him weep

His request to the Prophet to let him participate as a soldier in the battle was turned . 4
.down

To make him happy and pleased, the Prophet stated that he was exactly the Harun . 5
.of this Ummah, except that while Harun was a prophet, he was not

The Messenger of Allah also informed him that he would become his khalifah over . 6
(his entire Ummah after him.(2

The Prophet further added that it was not right for himself to depart except with ‘Ali . 7
being his

p: 21

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad b. Shu’ayb al-Nasai, Sunan al-Kubra (Beirut: Dar al- - 1
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Dr. ‘Abd al-Ghaffar Sulayman al-
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Bandari and Sayyid Kasrawi Hasan], vol. 5, p. 112, 8409
Ali obviously was very passionate about serving Islam. This was why he preferred - ‘ 2
to be a soldier, rather than a governor. As a soldier, he believed that his contributions
would be far greater. The Prophet then informed him that he was holding, and would

also be holding, ranks and positions that would afford him unprecedented

.opportunities to serve Islam. This was to make him happy, and it did
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.khalifah over the entire Ummah after him

Lastly, ‘Ali’s khilafah in the hadith is part of his ten exclusive merits, according to Ibn . 8
.‘Abbas

Interestingly, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah seeks to capitalize on the fact that the hadith
was delivered during ‘Ali’s khilafah over Madinah. He therefore restricts the khilafah
in the hadith to mere governorate over a town or city within the Ummah. On that

:basis, he kicks it out

یلع ریغ  هنیدملا  یلع  هتفیلخو  هرم  ریغ  بهذ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نإف 

Verily, the Prophet, peace be upon him, departed many times and his khalifah over
(Madinah was other than ‘Ali (on each occasion). (1

His submission however fails for two reasons. First, the Messenger wanted to tell ‘Ali
something to make him happy, considering the latter’s deep distress over his
appointment as governor of Madinah. How then would he have still mentioned that
same governorate to cheer him up? Does that make any sense? Besides, the Prophet
specifically indicated that the khilafah he was speaking about would be over the entire
Ummah after him. This certainly is different from the governorate of Madinah, which

was over a tiny portion of the Ummah while the Messenger of Allah was still alive!
?How on earth did our dear Shaykh miss this simple, clear difference

As if the weird actions of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah on Hadith al-Khilafah are not enough,
:‘Allamah al-Albani sinks even deeper

: هنع هللا  یضر  یلع  یف  لاق  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نأ  هریغو  ثیدحلا  اذه  یف  هعیشلا  هرکذی  ام  امأ 

p: 22

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 5, p. 34
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ول هنلأ  اهبذـک  یلع  یخیراتلا  عقاولا  لد  یتلا  هریثکلا  مهلیطابأ  نم  وه  لـب  هوجولا ، نم  هجوب  حـصی  ـلاف  يدـعب ."  نم  یتفیلخ  هنإ  " 
هدعو فلخی  هناحبس لا  هللاو  یحوی ) یحو   ) هنلأ لاق  امک  عقول  هلاق ، ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نأ  ضرف 

As for what the Shi’ah mention about this hadith and others that the Prophet, peace
be upon him, said about ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, that “he is my khalifah
after me”, it is NOT authentic for many reasons. Rather, it is one of their (i.e. Shi’is’)
several fabrications, which are exposed as lies by history. If truly the Prophet, peace
be upon him, had said it, it would have occurred as predicted, because it is wahy

(revealed, and Allah never betrays His Promise.(1

Has the ‘Allamah really forgotten that he has personally authenticated the chain of
that hadith? Or, did he choose to become economical with truthfulness and sincerity
after realizing that Hadith al-Khilafah simply cannot be twisted to kill its true meaning?

It is rather unfortunate that ‘Allamah al-Albani plays this lowly “Ibn Taymiyyah” card
.despite his high calibre

The only excuse he has actually tabled for attacking the hadith (despite his claim of
the existence of many) is that it contradicts historical reality. Rather than ‘Ali, Abu Bakr
became the khalifah. Therefore, ‘Ali could not have been the designated successor?!
This reasoning further exposes another aspect of ‘Allamah al-Albani: his shocking

ignorance of the meaning of the word khalifah! Does he even read

p: 23

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 1
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 4, p. 344, 1750
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?the Qur’an at all

:Musa and Harun, ‘alaihima al-salam, were both messengers chosen by Allah

کبر لاوسر  انإ  لاوقف  هایتأف 

(So go you both to him and say: “Verily, we both are messengers of your Lord”(1

:By the Order of Allah, every messenger was a ruler of his people

هللا نذإب  عاطیل  لاإ  لوسر  نم  انلسرأ  امو 

(We sent no messenger, but to be obeyed by Allah’s Leave.(2

So, what happens when the people refuse to obey a messenger? Does he lose his
status? By the reasoning system of ‘Allamah al-Albani, if Allah had truly appointed
someone a messenger, then the people would certainly have obeyed him. If they did

!not obey him, then it must have been that he was not a genuine messenger

Harun, apart from being a messenger, was also Musa’s khalifah over the latter’s
:entire Ummah

یموق یف  ینفلخا  نوراه  هیخلأ  یسوم  لاقو 

(Musa said to his brother, Harun: “Be my khalifah over my people.”(3

But, what happened once Musa went away temporarily from his Ummah, with his
brother as his khalifah over them? A rebel leader rose against Harun, and stole power.
The people of Musa thereby disobeyed Harun and followed the rebel leader, named

:al-Samiri. Allah informed Musa of the situation while he was still absent from them

يرماسلا مهلضأو  كدعب  نم  کموق  انتف  دق  انإف  لاق 

He (Allah) said: “Verily! We have tried your people in your absence, and al-Samiri has
(led them astray.”(4

:The Qur’an continues
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هرجی هیخأ  سأرب  ذخأو  حاوللأا  یقلأو  مکبر  رمأ  متلجعأ  يدعب  نم  ینومتفلخ  امسئب  لاق  افسأ  نابضغ  هموق  یلإ  یسوم  عجر  املو 

p: 24

Qur’an 20:47 - 1
Qur’an 4:64 - 2
Qur’an 7:142 - 3
Qur’an 20:85 - 4
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یننولتقی اوداکو  ینوفعضتسا  موقلا  نإ  مأ  نبا  لاق  هیلإ 

When Musa returned to his people, angry and grieved, he said, “What an evil thing is
that which you have done during my absence! Did you hasten and go ahead as
regards the matter of your Lord?” He threw down the Tablets and seized his brother
by his head and dragged him towards him. Harun said, “O son of my mother! Indeed

(the people judged me weak, and were about to murder me.”(1

In line with the logic of ‘Allamah al-Albani, since Allah announced Harun as a
messenger, and Musa too called him his khalifah, then the Israelites must have
obeyed him. Otherwise, the Promise of Allah would have failed! Moreover, because
they disobeyed Harun and obeyed al-Samiri – in the thinking line of ‘Allamah al-Albani
– the former was therefore no longer a messenger or a khalifah! Rather, al-Samiri

became the true messenger and khalifah by staging a successful rebellion! How can a
?Muslim scholar reason like that

Hadith Al-Wilayah, Investigating Its Authenticity ( 2

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states about Hadith al-Wilayah

ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یلع  بذک  يدعب  نمؤم  لک  یلو  وه  هلوق  کلذک  و 

And similarly his statement “he is the wali of every believer after me”, it is a lie upon
(the Messenger of Allah.(2

The implication of Shaykh’s words is that the hadith is mawdu’. It does not have a
single sahih, hasan or even dha’if chain. Rather, each of its chains contains at least

one known or suspected

p: 25

Qur’an 7:150 - 1
Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 2
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 391
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liar or hadith fabricator. But, is this submission of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah true? Is the
’? hadith really mawdu

Hadith al-Wilayah is a report from the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi,
concerning Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, in which he declares the latter to be
the wali of every believer after him. What does wali mean in the hadith? What did the
Prophet intend by saying “after me”? These are questions that need answers – but
only if the hadith is first confirmed to be authentic. Since Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah has
graded it to be mawdu’, it is therefore necessary to confirm or refute this first before

(. embarking upon any exegetical exercise about its matn (content

:Imam Abu Dawud al-Tayalisi (d. 204 H) records

: نیصح نب  نارمع  نع  ریخشلا  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  فرطم  نع  کشرلا  دیزی  انثدح  یعبضلا  نامیلس  نب  رفعج  انثدح  لاق  دواد  وبأ  انثدح 
هللا یلص  یبنلا  اوربخی  نأ  اودقاعتو  هعبرأ  رفن  قفتاف  هورکنأف  ائیش  هنم  اوأرف  شیج  یف  ایلع  ثعب  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ 
هیلإ رظننو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یتأن  یتح  انلهأ  تأن  مل  رفـس  نم  انمدق  اذإ  انکو  نارمع  لاق  یلع  عنـص  امب  ملـس  هیلع و 

کلذ لثم  لاقف  یناثلا  ماق  مث  هنع  ضرعأـف  اذـکو  اذـک  عنـص  اـیلع  نأ  رت  ملأ  هللا  لوسر  اـی  لاـقف  مهدـحأ  ماـقف  هعبرـلأا  رفنلا  ءاـجف 
مهل ام  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاقف  کلذ  لثم  لاقف  عبارلا  ماق  مث  هنع  ضرعأف  کلذ  لثم  لاقف  ثلاثلا  ماق  مث  هنع  ضرعأف 

نإ یلعلو 

p: 26
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يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  وهو  هنم  انأو  ینم  ایلع 

Abu Dawud – Ja’far b. Sulayman al-Dhab’i – Yazid al-Rishk – Mutarrif b. ‘Abd Allah b.
:al-Shikhir – ‘Imran b. Hasin who said

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, appointed ‘Ali as part of an army

expedition. They (his co-soldiers) saw something in him that they hated, and a small

band of four people (among them) therefore agreed and vowed to inform the
Prophet, peace be upon him, about what ‘Ali did. It was our custom back then that
whenever we returned from any journey, we would not go to our families until after

.visiting the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and looking at him

So, the small band of four people came (to the Prophet immediately they returned),
and one of them stood up and said, “O Messenger of Allah! Have you not seen that ‘Ali
did so and so?” So, he (the Prophet) turned away from him. Then, the second stood up
and said the same thing. So, he (the Prophet) turned away from him (too). Then the
third stood up and said the same thing. So, he (the Prophet) turned away from him (as
well). Then the fourth stood up and said the same thing. Therefore, the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, said: “What is it with them and ‘Ali? Verily, ‘Ali is from me

(and I am from him, and he is the wali of every believer after me.”(1

Allamah al-Albani‘

p: 27

Abu Dawud Sulayman b. Dawud b. al-Jarud al-Farisi al-Basri al-Tayalisi, Musnad - 1
(Beirut: Dar al-Ma’rifah), p. 111, 829
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:d. 1420 H) says about this riwayah)

نب نارمع  نع  فرطم  نع  کشرلا  دـیزی  نع  یعبـضلا  نامیلـس  نب  رفعج  قیرط  نم  ( .... 829  " ) هدنسم یف "  یـسلایطلا   .... هجرخأ
نم هقث  وهو  تلق : نامیلـس ."  نب  رفعج  ثیدـح  نم  لاإ  هفرعن  لا  بیرغ ، نسح  ثیدـح  : " يذـمرتلا لاقو   .... هنع هللا  یـضر  نیـصح 

.یبهذلا هرقأو  ملسم ،"  طرش  یلع  حیحص  مکاحلا " : لاق  کلذلو  هلاجر  رئاس  کلذکو  ملسم  لاجر 

Al-Tayalisi recorded it in his Musnad (829).... from the route of Ja’far b. Sulayman al-
Dhab’i, from Yazid al-Rishk, from Mutarrif, from ‘Imran b. Hasin, may Allah be pleased
with him .... And al-Tirmidhi said: “A hadith that is hasan gharib (i.e. with a hasan [good]
chain), we do not know it except through the hadith of Ja’far b. Sulayman”. I (al-
Albani) say: and he (Ja’far b. Sulayman) is thiqah (trustworthy), from the narrators of
(Sahih) Muslim, and so are the rest of its (i.e. the hadith’s) narrators. This is why al-
Hakim said, “Sahih upon the standard of (Imam) Muslim. And al-Dhahabi concurred

(with him.(1

All the narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), and are relied upon in Sahih Muslim. Imam

al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) declares the chain to be hasan, while both al-Hakim (d. 403 H) and
al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) grade it as sahih. ‘Allamah al-Albani approvingly cites their

.consensus opinion, which shows that he too holds the same view about the chain

:Al-Tayalisi further records another chain for the hadith

نب ورمع  نع  جلب  یبأ  نع  هناوع  وبأ  انثدح  لاق  دواد  وبأ  انثدح  لاق  سنوی  انثدح 

p: 28

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 1
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 5, p. 261, 2223
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يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  تنأ  یلعل : لاق  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نا  سابع  نب  نع  نومیم 

:Yunus – Abu Dawud – Abu ‘Awanah – Abu Balj – ‘Amr b. Maymun – Ibn ‘Abbas

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said to ‘Ali: “You are the wali of every
(believer after me.”(1

:Allamah al-Albani says about it‘

جلب یبأ  نع  هناوع  وبأ  انثدح  ( : 2752  ) یـسلایطلا لاقف  سابع ، نبا  ثیدح  نم  ءاج  دقف  يدعب "  نمؤم  لک  یلو  وهو  : " هلوق امأو  . 
330  / 1  ) دمحأ هجرخأو  يدعب ."  نمؤم  لک  یلو  تنأ  یلعل " : لاق  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  هنع "  نومیم  نب  ورمع  نع 

.لااق امک  وهو  یبهذلا ، هقفاوو  دانسلإا ،"  حیحص  لاقو " : ( 133  - 132  / 3  ) مکاحلا هقیرط  نمو  ( 331 - 

As for his statement “and he is the wali of every believer after me”, it has been
narrated in the hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas, for al-Tayalisi (2752) said: Abu ‘Awanah – Abu Balj
– ‘Amr b. Maymun, from him (i.e. Ibn ‘Abbas), “that the Messenger of Allah, peace be
upon him, said to ‘Ali: ‘You are the wali of every believer after me.’” Ahmad (1/330-331)
recorded it, and from his route al-Hakim (3/132-133), and he (al-Hakim) said, “a sahih

(chain” and al-Dhahabi concurred with him, and it is indeed as both have stated.(2

So, Imam al-Hakim(3), Imam al-Dhahabi(4) and al-Albani again grade this second
:chain of the hadith to be sahih. Imam al-Busiri also states

نأ امهنع ,  هللا  یضر  سابع ,  نبا  نعو 

p: 29

Abu Dawud Sulayman b. Dawud b. al-Jarud al-Farisi al-Basri al-Tayalisi, Musnad - 1
(Beirut: Dar al-Ma’rifah), p. 360, 2752

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 2
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 5, p. 263, 2223

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 3
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa
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‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 143, 4652
Ibid - 4
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.حیحص دنسب  یسلایطلا  دواد  وبأ  هاور  .يدعب  نمؤم  لک  یلو  تنأ  یلعل :  لاق  مَّلسَو  هیلَعَ  هللا  یَّلصَ  هللا  لوسر 

Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them both: The Messenger of Allah,
.” peace be upon him, said to ‘Ali: “You are the wali of every believer after me

(Abu Dawud al-Tayalisi has recorded it with a sahih chain.(1

Closely following al-Tayalisi is Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah (235 H) (2). Imam al-Shami (d. 942
:H) says

انأو ینم  یلع  ملسو " :-  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا -  لوسر  لاق  لاق : هنع -  یلاعت  هللا  یضر  نارمع -  نع  حیحص  وهو  هبیش  یبأ  نبا  يورو 
" .يدعب نم  نمؤم  لک  یلو  یلعو  هنم ،

Ibn Abi Shaybah narrated, and it is sahih, from ‘Imran, may Allah be pleased with him,
saying: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “Ali is from me and I am

(from him, and ‘Ali is the wali of every believer after me.”(3

:Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241 H) too has documented the hadith

دیزی ینثدح  لاق  نامیلـس  نب  رفعج  انث  لااق  قازرلا  دـبع  ثیدـح  اذـهو  ینعملا  نافعو  قازرلا  دـبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
یبأ نب  یلع  مهیلع  رمأو  هیرـس  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ثعب  لاق : نیـصح  نب  نارمع  نع  هللا  دـبع  نب  فرطم  نع  کشرلا 

نا ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  دمحم  باحـصأ  نم  هعبرأ  دقاعتف  نافع  لاق  دـهاعتف  هرفـس  یف  ائیـش  ثدـحأف  هنع  یلاعت  هللا  یـضر  بلاط 
هللا لوسرب  انأدب  رفس  نم  انمدق  اذإ  انکو  نارمع  لاق  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسرل  هرمأ  اورکذی 

p: 30

Ahmad b. Abi Bakr b. Isma’il al-Busiri, Itihaf al-Khiyarah al-Maharah bi Zawaid al- - 1
Masanid al-‘Ashara (Riyadh: Dar al-Watan; 1st edition, 1420 H), vol. 7, p. 184, 6630

Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi - ‘ 2
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-

Fikr; 1st edition, 1409 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. 7, p. 504, 58
Muhammad b. Yusuf al-Salihi al-Shami, Subul al-Huda al-Rashad fi Sirah Khayr - 3
al-‘Ibad (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1414 H) [annotators: ‘Adil Ahmad

‘Abd al-Mawjud and ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’ud], vol. 11, p. 296
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ماق مث  هنع  ضرعأف  اذـکو  اذـک  لعف  ایلع  نا  هللا  لوسر  ای  لاقف  مهنم  لجر  ماقف  هیلع  اولخدـف  لاق  هیلع  انملـسف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 
هنع ضرعأف  اذـکو  اذـک  لعف  ایلع  نا  هللا  لوسر  ای  لاقف  ثلاثلا  ماق  مث  هنع  ضرعأف  اذـکو  اذـک  لعف  ایلع  نا  هللا  لوسر  ای  لاقف  یناثلا 

لاقف ههجو  ریغت  دقو  عبارلا  یلع  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لبقأف  لاق  اذـکو  اذـک  لعف  ایلع  نا  هللا  لوسر  ای  لاقف  عبارلا  ماق  مث 
يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  وهو  هنم  انأو  ینم  ایلع  نا  ایلع  اوعد  ایلع  اوعد 

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd al-Razzaq and ‘Affan al-Ma’ni – Ja’far‘
:b. Sulayman – Yazid al-Rishk – Mutarrif b. ‘Abd Allah – ‘Imran b. Hasin

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, deployed a small army and made ‘Ali b.
Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, their commander. He did something during
his journey and they made a covenant. Four of the Sahabah of Muhammad, peace be
upon him, made a covenant to report him to the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon
him. We, when we returned from any journey, used to start (our return) with the

.Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, to greet him

So, they went to him, and one of them stood up and said, “O Messenger of Allah, ‘Ali
did such-and-such.” So, he (the Prophet) turned away from him. Then the second

stood and said, “O Messenger of Allah, ‘Ali did such-and-such.” So, he

p: 31
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the Prophet) turned away from him (too). Then the third rose and said, “O Messenger)
.of Allah, ‘Ali did such-and-such.” So, he (the Prophet) turned away from him

Then the fourth stood and said, “O Messenger of Allah, ‘Ali did such-and-such”. So, the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, faced him, and his face had changed, and
said, “Leave ‘Ali alone! Leave ‘Ali alone! Verily, ‘Ali is from me and I am from him, and

(he is the wali of every believer after me.”(1

:Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) has a similar riwayah

هللا لوسر  ثعب  لاق : نیـصح  نب  نارمع  نع  هللا  دبع  نب  فرطم  نع  کشرلا  دیزی  نع  یعبـضلا  نامیلـس  نب  رفعج  انثدح  هبیتق  انثدح 
نم هعبرأ  دـقاعتو  هیلع  اورکنأف  هیراج  باصأف  هیرـسلا  یف  یـضمف  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  مهیلع  لمعتـساو  اـشیج  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 
اذإ نوملسملا  ناکو  یلع  عنص  امب  هانربخأ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  انیقل  اذإ  اولاقف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  باحـصأ 

یبنلا یلع  اوملس  هیرسلا  تمدق  املف  مهلاحر  یلإ  اوفرصنأ  مث  هیلع  اوملسف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسرب  اوءدب  رفـسلا  نم  اوعجر 
هللا لوسر  هنع  ضرعأف  اذـکو  اذـک  عنـص  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  یلإ  رت  ملأ  هللا  لوسر  ای  لاقف  هعبرلأا  دـحأ  ماقف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 
لثم لاقف  عبارلا  ماق  مث  هنع  ضرعأف  هتلاقم  لثم  لاقف  ثلاثلا  ماق  مث  هنع  ضرعأف  هتلاقم  لثم  لاقف  یناثلا  ماق  مث  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

یف فرعی  بضغلاو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لبقأف  اولاق  ام 

p: 32

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 437, 19942
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يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  وهو  هنم  انأو  ینم  ایلع  نإ  یلع  نم  نودیرت  ام  یلع ؟  نم  نودیرت  ام  لاقف  ههجو 

Qutaybah – Ja’far b. Sulayman al-Dhab’i – Yazid al-Rishk – Mutarrif b. ‘Abd Allah –
:‘Imran b. Hasin

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, deployed an army unit under the
command of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib. So, he departed with the army unit and gained a female

slave (from the war booty). But, they opposed him over it and four of the Sahabah of
the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, vowed and said, “When we meet the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, we will inform him of what ‘Ali has done”.
When Muslims returned from the journey, they used to start (their arrival) with the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and would greet him. Then they would go to

their various destinations. S

o, when the military unit arrived, they greeted the Prophet, peace be upon him, and
one of the four people rose and said, “O Messenger of Allah! Have you not seen that
‘Ali b. Abi Talib did so-and-so?” So, he (the Prophet), peace be upon him, turned away

from him. Then the second stood up and said the same thing, and he (the Prophet)
turned away from him (too). Then the third stood up and said the same thing. So, he
(the Prophet) turned away from him (as well). Then the fourth stood up and said what

they (i.e. the other

p: 33
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three) said. So, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, turned to him, and anger
was visible on his face, and he said, “What do you want from ‘Ali? What do you want

from ‘Ali? Verily, ‘Ali is from me and I am from ‘Ali, and he is the wali of every believer
(after me.”(1

:Al-Tirmidhi says about it

بیرغ نسح  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith is hasan gharib (i.e. has a hasan chain).(2

:Meanwhile, ‘Allamah al-Albani has a simple verdict on the hadith

حیحص

(Sahih(3

:Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 H) also states

ایلع نإ  یلع  نم  نودیرت  ام  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  اهیف  لاق  هصق  یف  نیصح  نب  نارمع  نع  يوق  دانسإب  يذمرتلا  جرخأ 
يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  وهو  یلع  نم  انأو  ینم 

Al-Tirmidhi records in a narrative with a strong (qawi) chain from ‘Imran b. Hasin: “The
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: ‘What do you want from ‘Ali? Verily, ‘Ali

(is from me and I am from ‘Ali, and he is the wali of every believer after me.’”(4

:Also commenting on the same hadith, Shaykh Nazir Hamadan says

دنـسملا یف "  وهو  هنـسحو ، هنع ، هللا  یـضر  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  بقانم  باب  بقاـنملا : یف   ) 3712 يذمرتلا ) هجرخأو  يوق ، هدانـسإ 
4  / 437  ، 438

Its chain is strong, and al-Tirmidhi (3712) recorded it under al-Manaqib: Chapter on the
Merits of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, and he declared it hasan. And

(it is recorded in al-Musnad 4/437, 438.(5

The hadith is recorded by Imam Ibn
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p: 34

Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 1
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 5, p. 632, 3712
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah (Beirut: Dar al- - 4
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1415 H) [annotators: Shaykh ‘Adil Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-

Mawjud and Shaykh ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’udh], vol. 4, p. 468
Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala - 5
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1413 H) [annotators of the eighth volume: Shu’ayb al-

Arnaut and Nazir Hamadan], vol. 8, p. 199, 36
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:Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H) as well

لاق لاق : نیـصح  نب  نارمع  نع  فرطم ، نع  کشرلا ، دیزی  نع  نامیلـس ، نب  رفعج  انث  لااق  لماک  وبأو  یـسرنلا  دـیلولا  نب  سابع  انث 
.يدعب نم  نمؤم  لک  یلو  وهو  هنم ، انأو  ینم ، یلع  ملسو : هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر 

Abbas b. al-Walid al-Narsi and Abu Kamil – Ja’far b. Sulayman – Yazid b. al-Rishk – ‘
:Mutarrif – ‘Imran b. Hasin, who said

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “Ali is from me, and I am from him,
(and he is the wali of every believer after me.”(1

:Allamah al-Albani comments about it‘

.ملسم طرش  یلع  تاقث  هلاجر  .حیحص  هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih, its narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), upon the standard of (Imam)
(Muslim (in his Sahih).(2

:Dr. al-Jawabirah also says

.ملسم لاجر  هلاجر  .حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih. Its narrators are narrators of (Sahih) Muslim.(3

Abu Ya’la al-Mawsili (d. 307 H) has equally narrated this version of al-Tirmidhi in his
:Musnad(4). Shaykh Dr. Husayn Asad Salim grades the hadith with these words

حیحصلا لاجر  هلاجر 

(Its narrators are narrators of the Sahih.(5

Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H) has documented the same version in his Sahih(6). Shaykh
:al-Arnaut, the annotator, says about the riwayah

يوق هدانسإ 

(Its chain is strong.(7
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Imam Ibn Jarir al-Tabari (d. 310 H) narrated this hadith as well. ‘Allamah al-Hindi (d. 975
:H) quotes al-Tabari’s version and authentication in his Kanz

یفو هورکنأ -  ائیش  یلع  عنصف  اومنغف  ایلع  مهیلع  لمعتساو  هیرس  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  ثعب  لاق :  نیـصح  نب  نارمع  نع 
نم یلع  ذخأف  ظفل : 

p: 35

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 1
al-Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1400 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-

Din al-Albani], vol. 2, p. 564, 1187
Ibid - 2

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 3
al-Sunnah (Dar al-Sami’i li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’) [annotator: Dr. Basim b. Faysal al-

Jawabirah], vol. 1, p. 799, 1221
Abu Ya’la Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muthanna al-Mawsili al-Tamimi, Musnad (Damascus: Dar - 4
al-Mamun li al-Turath; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 1, p.

293, 355
Ibid - 5

Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad b. Hibban b. Mu’adh b. Ma’bad al- - 6
Tamimi al-Darimi al-Busti, Sahih Ibn Hibban bi Tartib Ibn Balban (Beirut: Muasassat

al-Risalah; 2nd edition, 1414 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and
Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 15, pp. 373-374, 6929

Ibid, vo. 15, p. 374, 6929 - 7
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اؤدب رفس  نم  اومدق  اذإ  اوناکو  هوملعی  نأ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلع  اومدق  اذإ  شیجلا  نم  هعبرأ  دقاعتف  هیراج -  همینغلا 
یلص هللا  لوسر  یلع  اوملس  هیرسلا  تمدق  املف  مهلاحر  یلإ  نوفرصنی  مث  هیلإ  اورظنو  هیلع  اوملسف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسرب 
لاقف یناثلا  ماق  مث  هنع  ضرعأف  هیراج ؟  همینغلا  نم  ذـخأ  دـق  ایلع  نأ  رت  ملأ  هللا  لوسر  ای  لاقف :  هعبرلأا  دـحأ  ماـقف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا 

فرعی ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هیلإ  لبقأف  عبارلا  ماق  مث  هنع  ضرعأف  کلذ  لثم  لاقف  ثلاثلا  ماق  مث  هنع  ضرعأف  کلذ  لـثم 
يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  یلعو  یلع  نم  انأو  ینم  یلع  یلع ؟  نم  نودیرت  ام  لاقف :  ههجو  یف  بضغلا 

هححصو ریرج  نباو  ش )  ) 

:Narrated ‘Imran b. Hasin

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, deployed an army unit and appointed ‘Ali
as their commander. Then, they captured war booties, and ‘Ali did something that
they hated – and in another version: ‘Ali took a slave-girl from the war booty. So, four
of the soldiers vowed that when they would meet the Messenger of Allah, peace be
upon him, they would inform him. It was their custom then that whenever they
returned from any journey, they would first visit the Messenger of Allah, peace be

.upon him, and would greet him and would look at him

Then they would go to their various destinations. When the army unit arrived, they
greeted the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon

p: 36
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him, and one of the four (soldiers) stood up and said, “O Messenger of Allah! Have you
not seen that ‘Ali took a slave-girl from the war booty?” So, he (the Prophet) turned
away from him. Then the second stood up and said the same thing, and he (the
Prophet) turned away from him. Then the third stood up and said the same thing. So,
he (the Prophet) turned away from him. Then the fourth stood up. So, the Messenger

of Allah, peace be upon him, faced him and anger was visible on his face, (the Prophet)
and said, “What do you want from ‘Ali? ‘Ali is from me and I am from ‘Ali, and ‘Ali is the

.” wali of every believer after me

(Comment) Ibn Jarir (recorded it) and he declared it sahih.(1)

:Al-Hindi himself concurs with al-Tabari

يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  یلعو  یلع  نم  انأو  ینم  یلع 

( حیحص نیصح  نب  نارمع  نع  (ش 

.Ali is from me and I am from ‘Ali, and ‘Ali is the wali of every believer after me‘

(Comment: narrated by ‘Imran b. Hasin. It is sahih).(2)

:A further report of the hadith is documented by Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal in his Musnad

هللا یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ثعب  لاق : هدیرب  هیبأ  نع  هدیرب  نب  هللا  دبع  نع  يدنکلا  حلجأ  ینثدح  ریمن  نب  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
ناو سانلا  یلع  یلعف  متیقتلا  اذإ  لاقف  دـیلولا  نب  دـلاخ  رخلآا  یلعو  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  امهدـحأ  یلع  نمیلا  یلإ  نیثعب  ملـس  هیلع و 

دیز ینب  انیقلف  لاق  هدنج  یلع  امکنم  دحاو  لکف  امتقرتفا 

p: 37

Ali b. Husam al-Din al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-‘Ummal fi Sunan al-Aqwal wa Af’al - ‘ 1
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1989 H), vol. 13, p. 122, 36444

Ibid, vol. 11, p. 907, 32941 - 2
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هدیرب لاق  هسفنل  یبسلا  نم  هأرما  یلع  یفطصاف  هیرذلا  انیبسو  هلتاقملا  انلتقف  نیکرشملا  یلع  نوملـسملا  رهظف  انلتتقاف  نمیلا  لهأ  نم 
باتکلا تعفد  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  تیتأ  املف  کلذب  هربخی  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ  دیلولا  نب  دلاخ  یعم  بتکف 
ینترمأو لجر  عم  ینتثعب  ذئاعلا  ناکم  اذـه  هللا  لوسر  ای  تلقف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هجو  یف  بضغلا  تیأرف  هیلع  ئرقف 

ینم هناو  يدـعب  مکیلو  وهو  هنم  انأو  ینم  هنإف  یلع  یف  عقت  ملـس لا  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاقف  هب  تلـسرأ  ام  تلعفف  هعیطأ  نا 
يدعب مکیلو  وهو  هنم  انأو 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad b. Hanbal) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Ibn Numayr – Ajlah‘
:al-Kindi – ‘Abd Allah b. Buraydah – his father, Buraydah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, deployed two army units to Yemen. ‘Ali b.
Abi Talib was the commander of one of them while Khalid b. al-Walid was that of the
other. So, he said, “When you combine your forces, then ‘Ali shall be the overall
commander. But when you disperse, then each of you shall be the commander of his

.” own troops

We then battled Banu Zayd from the people of Yemen, and we fought, and the
Muslims triumphed over the idolaters. We killed the combatants and captured the
offspring. ‘Ali chose one of the captives, a slave-girl, for himself. So, Khalid and I wrote

jointly to the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, to inform him of it. When

p: 38
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I (later) came to the Prophet, peace be upon him, and I handed over the letter, and it
was read to him, I saw anger on the face of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon

.him

Then, I said, “O Messenger of Allah! This is the place for the refuge-seeker. You sent
me with a man (i.e. ‘Ali) and ordered me to obey him, and I did what you sent me with.”
Then, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “Do not attack ‘Ali, for he is
from me and I am from him, and he is your wali after me; and he is from me and I am

(from him, and he is your wali after me.”(1

:Allamah al-Albani says‘

 ". يدعب مکیلو  وهو  هنم  انأو  ینم  هنإو  يدعب  مکیلو  وهو  هنم  انأو  ینم  هنإف  یلع ، یف  عقت  لا  " 

نسح هدانسإو  تلق : ( . 356  / 5  ) دمحأ هجرخأ 

Do not attack ‘Ali, for he is from me and I am from him, and he is your wali after me,“
.” and he is from me and I am from him, and he is your wali after me

(Ahmad (5/356) recorded it. I say: and its chain is hasan.(2

Simply put, there are several distinct reliable chains for the hadith from three
different Sahabah. As such, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s grading of the hadith as mawdu’
is completely baseless and a clear distortion of reality. This is why ‘Allamah al-Albani is

so surprised at his action. In his closing remarks about

p: 39

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 356, 23062

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 2
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 5, p. 262, 2223
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:Hadith al-Wilayah, the ‘Allamah wonders

(104  / 4  " ) هنسلا جاهنم  یف "  هبیذکتو  ثیدحلا  اذه  راکنإ  یلع  هیمیت  نبا  ملاسلإا  خیش  أرجتی  نأ  اقح  بیجعلا  نمف 

Of the truly unbelievable is Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah’s denial of this hadith, and
(his calling it a lie in Minhaj al-Sunnah (4/104).(1

Hadith Al-Wilayah, Al-Arnaut’s Rescue Attempts ( 3

Shaykh al-Arnaut is a hard-line follower of his “Shaykh al-Islam” Ibn Taymiyyah.
Seeing the latter’s helplessness on Hadith al-Wilayah, he decides to come to his
rescue. Although he falls short of calling the hadith “a lie” like Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H),
Shaykh al-Arnaut nonetheless makes frantic but fragile efforts to cast a shadow of

.doubt over its head

:Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H), in his Sahih, records the hadith

يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  وهو  هنم  انأو  ینم  ایلع  نإ 

Verily, ‘Ali is from me and I am from ‘Ali, and he is the wali of every believer after
(me.(2

:The riwayah is through this chain

نع ریخشلا  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  فرطم  نع  کشرلا  دیزی  نع  نامیلـس  نب  رفعج  انثدح  قیقـش  نب  رمع  نب  نسحلا  انثدح  یلعی  وبأ  انربخأ 
نیصح نب  نارمع 

Abu Ya’la – al-Hasan b. ‘Umar b. Shaqiq – Ja’far b. Sulayman – Yazid al-Rishk –
(Mutarrif b. ‘Abd Allah b. Shikhir – ‘Imran b. Hasin.(3

:Shaykh al-Arnaut says about the hadith

يوق هدانسإ 

(Its chain is strong.(4

This indicates the reliability of all the narrators. ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) confirms
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:this when he says about the very same report, with the same chain

حیحص

(Sahih(5

:The hadith is also recorded in Musnad Ahmad with this chain

انثدح

p: 40

Ibid, vol. 5, p. 264, 2223 - 1
Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad b. Hibban b. Mu’adh b. Ma’bad al- - 2
Tamimi al-Darimi al-Busti, Sahih Ibn Hibban bi Tartib Ibn Balban (Beirut: Muasassat

al-Risalah; 2nd edition, 1414 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and
Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 15, pp. 373-374, 6929

Ibid, vol. 15, p. 373, 6929 - 3
Ibid, vo. 15, p. 374, 6929 - 4

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 5
Ashqudri al-Albani, Ta’liqat al-Hisan ‘ala Sahih Ibn Hibban (Jeddah: Dar Ba Wazir li al-

Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1424 H), vol. 10, p. 67, 6890
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نع کشرلا  دیزی  ینثدح  لاق  نامیلس  نب  رفعج  انث  لااق  قازرلا  دبع  ثیدح  اذهو  ینعملا  نافعو  قازرلا  دبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع 
وهو هنم  انأو  ینم  ایلع  نا  ایلع  اوعد  ایلع  اوعد  ملس ....  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق ...  نیـصح  نب  نارمع  نع  هللا  دبع  نب  فرطم 

يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd al-Razzaq and ‘Affan al-‘
Ma’ni, and this is the hadith of ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Ja’far b. Sulayman – Yazid al-Rishk –

:Mutarrif b. ‘Abd Allah – ‘Imran b. Hasin

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “.... Leave ‘Ali alone! Leave ‘Ali .... 
alone! Verily, ‘Ali is from me and I am from ‘Ali and he is the wali of every believer

(after me.”(1

Al-Arnaut already testifies to the reliability of Ja’far, Yazid and Mutarrif above. So, we

are left with only ‘Abd Allah, son of Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal; and both of them are
highly authoritative hadith scientists and compilers in the eyes of the Ahl al-Sunnah.
Like his father, Ahmad b. Hanbal, ‘Abd Allah needs no introduction and his

trustworthiness is absolutely beyond question. ‘Abd al-Razzaq too is like that. His
Musannaf is a prominent hadith source among Sunni ‘ulama, and he is a major

narrator in Sahih al-Bukhari. So, ordinarily, Shaykh al-Arnaut should have absolutely
:no problem with the sanad. However, he does

فیعض هدانسإ 

(Its chain is dha’if (weak).(2

He gives no excuse at all, apparently because there is none! Or, is it that

p: 41

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 437, 19942

Ibid - 2
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he has problem with ‘Abd Allah, his father Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241 H) or ‘Abd al-
Razzaq (d. 211 H)? Elsewhere in the same Musnad, this is how al-Arnaut comments

:about another chain of theirs

....هملس مأ  نع  لئاو  یبأ  نع  شمعلأا  نع  نایفس  انث  لاق  قازرلا  دبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Sufyan – al-A’mash –‘
.... Abu Wail – Umm Salamah

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs (i.e. al-Bukhari and Muslim).(1

So, even Shaykh al-Arnaut is well-aware that the chain of Hadith al-Wilayah in
!Musnad Ahmad is reliable. Yet, he does what he does

Or, wait a minute! Is there not a break in the chain between ‘Abd al-Razzaq and
Ja’far? It is one thing for all the narrators of a chain to be trustworthy and truthful. It
is another for it to be well-connected, such that each narrator transmits from the one
he really met. If there is a break in the chain, then it is indeed weak. Shaykh al-Arnaut
has authenticated the transmission from ‘Abd Allah – Ahmad b. Hanbal – ‘Abd al-
Razzaq. He has equally authenticated the transmission from Ja’far – Yazid – Mutarrif.

.As such, there is only the question of the link between ‘Abd al-Razzaq and Ja’far

In the riwayah of Hadith al-Wilayah in Musnad Ahmad above, two people have
narrated from Ja’far: ‘Abd al-Razzaq and ‘Affan al-Ma’ni. If only one of them is

reliable and is

p: 42

Ibid, vol. 6, p. 322, 26782 - 1
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fully connected to Ja’far, then the entire sanad is impeccable. But, look at this chain
:and al-Arnaut’s comment on it

 .... کلام نب  سنأ  نع  تباث  انث  نامیلس  نب  رفعج  انث  نافع  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

تاقث هلاجر  ملسم  طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Affan – Ja’far b. Sulayman – Thabit – Anas‘
 .... b. Malik

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of (Imam) Muslim, its narrators are

(trustworthy.(1

:Similarly, Shaykh al-Arnaut says about another chain

 ..... کلام نب  سنأ  نع  ینانبلا  تباث  ینثدح  لاق  نامیلس  نب  رفعج  انث  قازرلا  دبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

تاقث هلاجر  ملسم ,  طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Ja’far b. Sulayman –‘
 .... Thabit al-Banani – Anas b. Malik

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of (Imam) Muslim, its narrators are

(trustworthy.(2

Obviously, two trustworthy narrators have narrated Hadith al-Wilayah from Ja’far b.
Sulayman. Moreover, all its narrators are trustworthy, and the sanad is fully-
connected. Therefore, it is a doubly sahih chain without any doubt, even by the
standards of Shaykh al-Arnaut! Yet, he knowingly grades the sanad as dha’if without

any justification! However, Allah has made him admit the truth about the noble hadith
in his tahqiq of Sahih Ibn Hibban. So, his own words will continue to refute him till the

!Hour

The second version of Hadith al-Wilayah, narrated by Buraydah, is equally

:documented in Musnad Ahmad
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حلجأ ینثدح  ریمن  نب  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

p: 43

Ibid, vol. 3, p. 267, 13847 - 1
Ibid, vol. 3, p. 164, 12698 - 2

On The Khilafah Of ‘Ali Over Abu BakrGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 64 of 322

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


وهو هنم  انأو  ینم  هنإف  یلع  یف  عقت  ملـس لا  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاقف  لاق ....  هدیرب  هیبأ  نع  هدیرب  نب  هللا  دـبع  نع  يدـنکلا 
يدعب مکیلو  وهو  هنم  انأو  ینم  هناو  يدعب  مکیلو 

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Ibn Numayr – Ajlah al-Kindi – ‘Abd Allah b.‘
Buraydah – his father Buraydah, who said: .... The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon
him, said: “Do not attack ‘Ali, for he is from me and I am from him, and he is your wali

(after me; and he is from me and I am from him, and he is your wali after me.(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

يدنکلا حلجأ  لجأ  نم  هقایسلا  هذهب  فیعض  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is dha’if (weak) with this context due to Ajlah al-Kindi.(2

Really?! But, this is what this same al-Arnaut says about the same Ajlah in the same

:book

قودص وهو  ننسلا  باحصأو  بدلأا "  یف "  يراخبلا  هل  يور  دقف  يدنکلا -  هللا  دبع  نبا  وهو  حلجلأا - 

Al-Ajlah – and he is Ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Kindi – al-Bukhari has narrated from him in al-
Adab, and the authors of the Sunan too (i.e. al-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawud, Ibn Majah and al-

(Nasai). And he is saduq (very truthful).(3

How then can anyone grade his hadith as dha’if? Interestingly, elsewhere, al-Arnaut’s
:verdict changes

....هللا دبع  نب  رباج  نع  هلمرح  نب  لایذلا  نع  حلجلأا  انث  نیترم  یبأ  نم  هتعمس  ملاس  نب  بعصم  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

نسح دانسإ  اذهو  هریغل  حیحص 

(Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal‘

p: 44

Ibid, vol. 5, p. 356, 23062 - 1
Ibid - 2
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Ibid, vol. 3, p. 305, 14313 - 3
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.... Mus’ab b. Salam – my father – al-Ajlah – al-Zayal b. Harmalah – Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah – 

(Sahih li ghayrihi, and this chain is hasan.(1

Therefore, the version of Hadith al-Wilayah narrated by Ajlah is actually hasan by the
.standards of Shaykh al-Arnaut

?Hadith Al-Wilayah, What Does Wali Mean ( 4

The word wali has a range of different meanings. Hans Wehr lists its various
:definitions

Helper, supporter, benefactor, sponsor; friend, close associate; relative; patron,
protector; legal guardian, curator, tutor; a man close to God, holy man, saint (in the

(popular religion of Islam); master, proprietor, possessor, owner.(2

Usually, its exact definition in any given situation is dictated by its context. ‘Allamah al-
:Albani (d. 1420 H) records that the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, said

( حیحص  .) يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  وهو  هنم  انأو  ینم  ایلع  نإ  یلع ؟ نم  نودیرت  ام  یلع ؟ نم  نودیرت  ام  یلع ؟ نم  نودیرت  ام 

What do you want from ‘Ali? What do you want from ‘Ali? Verily, ‘Ali is from me and I“
(am from him, and he is the wali of every believer after me.” (Sahih)(3

But, despite weirdly denouncing the authenticity of this hadith, which is graded sahih
above by ‘Allamah al-Albani, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) also attacks the word

:wali in it

نمؤم لک  یلو  هتامم  دعب  هتایح و  یف  وه  لب  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلع  بذک  يدعب  نمؤم  لک  یلو  وه  هلوق  کلذک  و 
یلاو اهیف  لاقیف  هراملإا  یه  یتلا  هیلاولا  امأو  نامزب  صتخت  هوادعلا لا  دـض  یه  یتلا  هیلاولاف  تامملا  ایحملا و  یف  هیلو  نمؤم  لک  و 

لک

p: 45

Ibid, vol. 3, p. 310, 14372 - 1
Hans Wehr, A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic, ed. J. Milton Cowan (Ithaca, - 2
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New York: Spoken Languages Services; 3rd edition, 1976 CE), p. 1100
Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 3
Ashqudri al-Albani, Sahih al-Jami’ al-Saghir wa Ziyadatuhu (Al-Maktab al-Islami), vol.

2, p. 980, 1803
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يدعب نمؤم 

And similarly his statement “he is the wali of every believer after me”, it is a lie upon
the Messenger of Allah. Rather he (the Prophet), during his life and after his death,
was the wali of every believer, and every believer is his wali in life and death. The
walayah which means the opposite of enmity (i.e. friendship) is not restricted by time.
As for the wilayah that means authority, then it is said concerning it: wali of every

(believer after me.(1

only means “friend”. It cannot refer to anyone with authority. یلو )  ) In other words, wali

So, if the Messenger یلاو .)  ) Rather, the only related word that means “master” is wali

of Allah had intended ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, to be the ruler of the Muslims after him (as
.the Shi’ah assert), he would have used the second word, and not the first

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah also proposes another word

لوقی نا  جتحی  مل  هلااوملا  دارأ  نإ  هنإف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  یلإ  هتبـسن  عنتمی  ملاک  يدعب  نمؤم  لک  یلو  یلع  لئاقلا  لوقف 
نمؤم لک  یلع  لاو  لوقی  نأ  یغبنی  ناک  هراملإا  دارأ  نإ  يدعب و 

Therefore, the statement of the speaker “’Ali is the wali of every believer after me”, it
is a statement that cannot be attributed to the Prophet, peace be upon him. This is
because if he had intended friendship, he did not need to say “after me”, and if he

(intended authority, he was supposed to say: walin over every believer.(2

According to Shaykh

p: 46

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 391
Ibid - 2
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to mean “master” is a serious linguistic blunder. یلو )  ) Ibn Taymiyyah, the use of wali

should be لاو )  ) Alternatively, the word walin یلاو .)  ) Rather, the correct word is wali

”. used, but immediately coupled with “over

:Interestingly, Shaykh al-Albani agrees with him

هیلاولا ریغ  هلااوملا  نلأ  هعیشلا  معزت  امک  نیخیشلا  نم  هفلاخلاب  قحلأا  وه  هنع  هللا  یضر  ایلع  نأ  یلع  هتبلا  لیلد  هیف  سیل  ثیدحلاف 
يرت امک  نیتم  يوق  وهو  ملاسلإا  خیش  نایب  نم  هلک  اذه  .نمؤم  لک  یلاو  اهیف : لاقی  امنإف  هراملإا ، ینعمب  یه  یتلا 

There is no proof at all in the hadith that ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was more

deserving of the khilafah (succession to the Prophet) than the two Shaykhs (i.e. Abu
Bakr and ‘Umar) as the Shi’ah claim. This is because friendship is different from the
wilayah which means authority. In the latter, one only says: wali of every believer. All
of this is from the explanations of Shaykh al-Islam (Ibn Taymiyyah), and it is

(extremely strong as you can see.(1

But, how can it be strong at all when it is only a fallacious submission? As indicated by
also means “master”! Moreover, ‘Allamah al- یلو )  ) Hans Wehr – a neutral party – wali

Albani has misrepresented the Shi’ah position. Rather, they assert that Imam ‘Ali was

the only legitimate ruler of the Muslim world immediately after the death of the
Messenger of Allah, on the strength of this hadith! This is different from saying that he

was more deserving of the succession than others. In the view

p: 47

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 1
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 5, p. 264, 2223
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of the Shi’ah, others do not deserve it at all; and it was not open for competition. So,
!the question of comparison does not even arise

Contrary to the absurd claims of both Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah and ‘Allamah al-Albani,
is actually the most common – of the three words – in references to یلو )  ) the word wali

authority and power. In fact, it has been used in that sense in several places in the
:Qur’an! The Shi’i mufassir, Shaykh al-Tabarsi (d. 548 H), for instance, says

مهراصنأو مهرومأ  یلوتم   : يأ  ) توغاطلا مهؤایلوأ  اورفک  نیذلاو  (

And those who disbelieve, their awliya [plural of wali] are the evil ones) [2:257],)
(meaning: their rulers and helpers.(1

:Al-Kashani (d. 1091 H) supports him

مهرومأ یلوتم   ) اونمآ نیذلا  یلو  هللا  (

(Allah is the Wali of those who believe) [2:257] their Ruler.(2)

:Allamah al-Majlisi (d. 1111 H) also says‘

بحملاو رصانلاو  روملأل  یلوتملا  یلولاو 

(The wali is the ruler, and the helper, and the lover.(3

:The Sunni position is the same as well. Imam Ibn Jawzi (d. 597 H) submits

.مهنیعیو مهرصنیو ، مهیدهی ، مهرومأ ، یلوتم  يأ :  ) اونمآ نیذلا  یلو  هللا  ( : یلاعت هلوق 

Allah the Most High’s Statement: (Allah is the Wali of those who believe) [2:257]
(meaning: their Ruler, Who guides them, and helps them, and supports them.(4

:Imam al-Baydhawi (d. 685 H) supports him

مهرومأ یلوتم  وأ  مهبحم   ) اونمآ نیذلا  یلو  هللا  (

(Allah is the Wali of those who believe) [2:257] their Lover or their Ruler.(5)
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:Al-Tha’labi (d. 427 H) says something similar too

مهرمأ یلوتم  لیقو  مهبحم  لیقو  مهنیعمو  مهرصان  يأ   ) اونمآ نیذلا  یلو  هللا  (

Allah is the Wali of those who)

p: 48

Abu ‘Ali al-Fadhl b. al-Hasan al-Tabarsi, Majma’ al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an (Beirut: - 1
Muasassat al-A’lami li al-Matbu’at; 1st edition, 1415 H), vol. 2, p. 165

Mullah Muhsin al-Faydh al-Kashani, Tafsir al-Safi (Tehran: Maktabah al-Sadr; 2nd - 2
edition, 1416 H) [annotator: Shaykh Husayn A’lami], vol. 1, p. 284

Muhammad Baqir al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar al-Jami’ah li Durar Akhbar al-Aimah al- - 3
Athar (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi; 3rd edition, 1403 H), vol. 83, p. 184

Abu al-Faraj Jamal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Jawzi al-Qurshi - 4
al-Baghdadi, Zad al-Masir fi ‘Ilm al-Tafsir (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1st edition, 1407 H)

[annotator: Dr. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abd Allah], vol. 1, p. 268
Abd Allah b. ‘Umar al-Baydhawi, Tafsir (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr), vol. 1, p. 558 - ‘ 5
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believe) [257], meaning their Helper and Supporter. It is said: their Lover. And it is said:
(their Ruler.(1

(: The same submission was made by al-Khazan (d. 725 H

مهرومأ یلوتمو  مبحم  لیقو  مهنیعمو  مهرصان  يأ   ) اونمآ نیذلا  یلو  هللاو  )

Allah is the Wali of those who believe), meaning: their Helper and Supporter. It is said:)
(their Lover and Ruler.(2

Al-Mahalli (d. 864 H) and al-Suyuti (d. 911 H) in their Tafsir al-Jalalayn, mince no words

:about this

انرومأ یلوتم   } انیلو تنأ  {

(You are our Wali) our Ruler.(3)

:They also say

يرومأ یلوتم  هللا } ییلو  نإ  }

(My Wali is Allah) [7:196] my Ruler.(4}

:And

مهرومأ یلوتم  مهیلو } وهف  }

(he is their wali} [16:63] their ruler.(5}

:Imam al-Nasafi (d. 710 H) confirms them as well

مهرومأ یلوتمو  مهرصان  يأ  [ .... 257 هرقبلا :  { ] اونمآ نیذلا  یلو  هللا  }

Allah is the Wali of those who believe} [Baqarah:257] .... meaning, their Helper and}
(Ruler.(6

:Shaykh Ibn ‘Ashur, in turn, corroborates al-Nasafi
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مهرمأ یّلوتم  يأ  مویلا ،  نیکرشملا  یّلو  ناطیشلاف  ینعملاو :  ....مویلا ( مهیلو  وهف  (

he is their wali today) [16:63].... the meaning is: “Shaytan is the wali of the pagans)
(today”, meaning their ruler.(7

:Allamah Rashid Ridha (d. 1354 H), a Salafi scholar, says too‘

مهرومأ یلوتم  مهیلو {  و} نولمعی .... ) اوناک  امب  مهیلو  وهو  )

And He will be their Wali because of what they used to do) [6:127].... And {their Wali} is )
(their Ruler.(8

:He also says

امهرومأ یلوتم  يأ   ) امهیلو هللاو  (

(And Allah is their Wali) [3:122] meaning, their Ruler.(9)

As such, due to dishonesty or ignorance, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (supported by
‘Allamah al-Albani) effectively attributes linguistic incompetence to Allah, His

Messenger and the

p: 49

Abu Ishaq Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Tha’labi al-Naysaburi, al-Kashf wa - 1
al-Bayan (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1422 H) [annotator: Abu

Muhammad b. ‘Ashur], vol. 1, P. 237
Ala al-Din ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Khazan al-Baghdadi, Lubab al-Tawil fi - ‘ 2

Ma’ani al-Tanzil (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1399 H), vol. 1, p. 272
Jalal al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Mahalli and Jalal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abu - 3

Bakr al-Suyuti, Tafsir al-Jalalayn (Cairo: Dar al-Hadith; 1st edition), p. 216
Ibid, p. 225 - 4
Ibid, p. 354 - 5

Abu Barakat ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Mahmud al-Nasafi, Tafsir al-Nasafi (Beirut: Dar - 6
al-Nafais; 2005 CE) [annotator: Marwan Muhammad al-Shi’ar], vol. 1, p. 199
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Muhammad Tahir b. ‘Ashur, al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir (Tunis: Dar al-Sahnun li al- - 7
Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1997 CE), vol. 14, p. 194

Muhammad Rashid b. ‘Ali Ridha, Tafsir Qur’an al-Hakim (Egypt: al-Hay-ah al- - 8
Masriyyah al-‘Amma li al-Kitab; 1990 CE), vol. 8, p. 54

Ibid, Vol. 4, p. 90 - 9
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mostly Sunni Muslim scholars! We have reasons to believe that Shaykh Ibn

Taymiyyah deliberately misrepresents the truth about the word wali, but does not
intend the blasphemous implications. He only seeks to undermine the Shi’i claims by
all means, including by crook. We say this because Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah himself has

:said these words in the same Minhaj al-Sunnah

هدعب یلو  نم  ملع  نم  متأ  ناک  هملعو  هدعب  یلو  نم  لدع  نم  متأ  ناک  رمع  لدع  نأ  نوملعی  مهانرکذ  نیذلا  ءاملعلا  ءلاؤه  لکو 

All of these ‘ulama that we have mentioned knew that the fairness of ‘Umar is more

perfect that the fairness of anyone who became the wali after him, and his knowledge

(was more perfect than the knowledge of anyone who became the wali after him.(1

:He also writes

هبراقأ لمعتسا  دق  یلو  ذإ  ایلع  اندجو  و 

And we found that when ‘Ali became the wali, he appointed his relatives as
(governors.(2

Is there any possibility that Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah is only discussing about friendship
?above

:An even more surprising stunt pulled by Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah is in these words

هیلاولا یه  تسیل  صوصنلا  هذـه  یف  هروکذـملا  یه  هوادـعلا و  دـض  هیلاولاف  فورعم  رـسکلاب  هیلاولا  حـتفلاب و  هیـلاولا  نیب  قرفلا 
یمسی یلاولا لا  یمسی  ریملأا  هیلاولا و  هیلاولا و  نیب  اوقرفی  مل  ریملأا و  وه  یلولا  نولعجی  لاهجلا  ءلاؤه  هراملإا و  یه  یتلا  رـسکلاب 

اذـهف لا یلاولا  هدارإو  یلوملاب  لوقلا  قلاطإ  امأ  رملأا و  ولوأ  لاقی  مکرمأ و  تیلو  لاقی  امک  رمـلأا  یلو  وه  لاـقی  دـق  نکل  یلولا و 
یف لاقی  لب  فرعی 

p: 50

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 6, p. 54
Ibid, vol. 7, p. 485 - 2
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یلاولا لاقی  یلوملا و لا  یلولا 

The difference between walayah and wilayah is well-known. The walayah which is the
opposite of enmity is what is mentioned in these texts, not wilayah which is authority.
But these ignorant people make wali the ruler, and do not differentiate between

walayah and wilayah. The ruler is called the wali and not the wali. However, the ruler
is also called wali al-amr as it is said, “I am the wali of your amr (affairs)”. The rulers
are further called ulu al-amr. As for the use of the word mawla, with the meaning of
wali, this is not known (to be applied in relation to rulers). Rather, the wali is called

(mawla, and he is not called wali.(1

:In simpler terms

.The words walayah and wilayah are different . 1

(. یلو  ) Walayah applies only to friendship, and is related with wali . 2

(. یلاو  ) Wilayah means authority, and is related with wali . 3

(. یلاو  ) and not wali یلو ,)  ) Every hadith about ‘Ali only uses wali . 4

Therefore, ‘Ali has only friendship (walayah) through those ahadith, and not . 5
.wilayah

.are synonymous, and are related to walayah only یلو )  ) and wali یلوم )  ) Both mawla . 6

(. یلو  ) or a wali یلوم )  ) A ruler is never called a mawla . 7

(. رملأا یلو   ) or wali al-amr یلاو ,)  ) Rather, a ruler is only called wali . 8

of the amr (affairs) of the یلو )  ) is the one who is the wali رمـلأا ) یلو   ) The wali al-amr . 9
.people

.to mean ruler, it must be conjoined with amr یلو )  ) For wali . 10

None of these
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p: 51

Ibid, vol. 7, pp. 28-29 - 1
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( یلو  ) submissions is true! Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah himself has used the word wali

above, without conjoining it with amr, to mean ruler! Elsewhere, he has also employed

:the same word, in the same form, along with amr

ینإ لاقف  هطایخلا  نع  سانلا  هعنم  نیملـسملا  رمأ  یلو  املو  اـطایخ  ناـک  ملاـسلإا  یفو  هیلهاـجلا  یف  ناـیبصلل  اـملعم  رکب  وبأ  ناـکو 
لاملا تیب  نم  مهارد  هثلاث  موی  لک  هل  اولعجف  توقلا  یلإ  جاتحم 

Abu Bakr was a teacher of children during the Jahiliyyah. But, during the Islamic era,
he was a tailor. When he became the wali of the amr of the Muslims, the people
forbade him from tailoring. So he said, “I need food”. Therefore, they gave to him

(three dirhams from the Public Treasury every day.(1

Nobody is a better refuter of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah than himself! He says

:somewhere

هبراقأ لمعتسا  دق  یلو  ذإ  ایلع  اندجو  و 

And we found that when ‘Ali became the wali, he appointed his relatives as
(governors.(2

:Elsewhere, he states

هطایخلا نع  سانلا  هعنم  نیملسملا  رمأ  یلو  املو 

When he (Abu Bakr) became the wali of the amr of the Muslims, the people forbade
(him from tailoring.(3

It is very apparent from these words that Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah, in truth, accepts
mean the same thing! But, he wants رملأا ) یلو   ) and wali al-amr یلاو )  ) wali یلو ,)  ) that wali

to defeat the Shi’ah, whatever it takes! What it has taken, of course, is this disturbing
simply because it is the یلو )  ) linguistic acrobatics! He is distorting the meaning of wali

term used

p: 52

Ibid, vol. 8, pp. 540-541 - 1
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Ibid, vol. 7, p. 485 - 2
Ibid, vol. 8, pp. 540-541 - 3
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by the Prophet to describe Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali. Otherwise, if the Messenger of Allah
of every believer رملأا ) یلو   ) or wali al-amr یلاو )  ) had said that Imam ‘Ali would be the wali

after him, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah would certainly have turned his own arguments

inside out! In any case, the top lexicographers of both the Shi’ah and the Ahl al-
.are synonyms رملأا ) یلو   ) and یلو )  ) Sunnah also agree that wali

For instance, al-Jawhari (d. 393 H), who came more than 300 years before Shaykh Ibn
:Taymiyyah (d. 728 H), states

.هیلو وهف  دحاو  رمأ  یلو  نم  لکو 

(Every person who is the wali of the amr of anyone, he is thereby the latter’s wali.(1

He is corroborated by Ibn Faris (d. 395 H), another highly recognized Sunni

:lexicographer

هیلو وهف  رخآ  رمأ  یلو  نم  لکو 

(Every person who is the wali of the amr of anyone, he is thereby the latter’s wali.(2

The most well-known and highest-regarded classical Sunni lexicographer, Ibn

:Manzur (d. 711 H), also submits

هیلو وهف  دحاو  رمأ  یلو  نم  لک 

(Every person who is the wali of the amr of anyone, he is thereby the latter’s wali.(3

:Finally, the highly authoritative Shi’ah lexicographer, al-Turayhi (d. 1085 H) caps it all

.هیلو وهف  دحأ  رمأ  یلو  نم  لکو  یلاولا ، یلولاو :

The wali is the wali, and every person who is the wali of the amr of anyone, he is
(thereby the latter’s wali.(4

The wali of the amr (or simply wali al-amr) of anyone is his ruler. This is why Abu Bakr
is referred to as the wali al-amr
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p: 53

Isma’il b. Hammad al-Jawhari, al-Sihah: Taj al-Lughah wa Sihah al-‘Arabiyyah - 1
(Beirut: Dar al’-Ilm li al-Malayin; 4th edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Ahmad ‘Abd al-Ghafur

‘Atar], vol. 6, p. 2529
Abu al-Husayn Ahmad b. Faris b. Zakariyyah, Mu’jam Maqayis al-Lughah (Qum: - 2
Maktab al-A’lam al-Islami; 1404 H) [annotator: ‘Abd Salam Muhammad Harun], vol. 6, p.

141
Abu al-Fadhl Jamal al-Din Muhammad b. Mukram b. Manzur al-Afriqi al-Misri, Lisan - 3

al-‘Arab (Qum: Nashr Adab al-Hawzah; 1405 H), vol. 15, p. 410
Fakhr al-Din al-Turayhi, Majma’ al-Bahrayn (2nd edition, 1408 H) [annotator: Sayyid - 4

Ahmad al-Husayni], vol. 4, p. 554
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of the Muslims after the death of the Prophet. He was in charge, and had full control.
In the same manner, the king of Saudi Arabia is the wali al-amr of Saudis while the
British Prime Minister is the wali al-amr of Britons. The standard linguistic principle, of

.course, is that a synonym for wali al-amr is wali

With that, Abu Bakr became the wali of the Muslims after the Prophet – according to
Sunni Islam. The Saudi king is the wali of Saudis, and the British Prime Minister is the
wali of Britons. This is a solid, undeniable reality that Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah struggles
so desperately to deny, conceal and distort. This, apparently, is because it poses a

!direct fatal threat to the survival of Sunni Islam as a whole

At this point, the fallacy of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s weird claim that wali relates to
walayah (friendship) only, and not to wilayah (authority) is very obvious. Wali can
denote either walayah or wilayah, depending on its meaning within the specific
context of each case. If, as the Shi’ah claim, it really means “ruler” in the case of

!Hadith al-Wilayah, then it is indeed wilayah

.A rarer meaning of wali is heir. We will be discussing this definition in detail at its place

”Hadith Al-Wilayah, The Implication of “After Me ( 5

Both mean يدـعب .) نم   ) or min ba’di يدعب )  ) The phrase “after me” in Arabic is either ba’di
the same thing and are considered as one and the same. Hadith al-Wilayah has been

transmitted with both terms. Imam al-Salihi

p: 54
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:al-Shami (d. 942 H) for instance says

انأو ینم  یلع  ملسو " :-  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا -  لوسر  لاق  لاق : هنع -  یلاعت  هللا  یضر  نارمع -  نع  حیحص  وهو  هبیش  یبأ  نبا  يورو 
" .يدعب نم  نمؤم  لک  یلو  یلعو  هنم ،

Ibn Abi Shaybah narrated, and it is sahih, from ‘Imran, may Allah be pleased with him,
saying: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “Ali is from me and I am

(from him, and ‘Ali is the wali of every believer after me (min ba’di).”(1

:Meanwhile, al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) also states

ایلع نإ  یلع  نم  نودیرت  ام  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  اهیف  لاق  هصق  یف  نیصح  نب  نارمع  نع  يوق  دانسإب  يذمرتلا  جرخأ 
يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  وهو  یلع  نم  انأو  ینم 

Al-Tirmidhi records in a narrative with a strong (qawi) chain from ‘Imran b. Hasin: “The
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: ‘What do you want from ‘Ali? Verily, ‘Ali

(is from me and I am from ‘Ali, and he is the wali of every believer after me (ba’di).’”(2

The Shi’i lexicographer, al-Turayhi (d. 1085 H), explains what ba’da (“after”) means in
:medieval Arabic

دعب لتع  یلاعت :)  هلوق  لثم  عم  ینعمب  نوکی  دقو  هدعبو ، حتفلا  لبق  يأ   ) دـعب نمو  لبق  نم  رملاا  اللهو  ( : یلاعت لاق  .لبق  فلاخ  دـعب :
کلذ عم  يأ   ) مینز کلذ 

Ba’da: This is the opposite of “before”. Allah says: (To Allah belongs the Command

,before and after) [30:4], meaning before the Conquest of Makkah and after it. Also

p: 55

Muhammad b. Yusuf al-Salihi al-Shami, Subul al-Huda al-Rashad fi Sirah Khayr - 1
al-‘Ibad (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1414 H) [annotators: ‘Adil Ahmad

‘Abd al-Mawjud and ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’ud], vol. 11, p. 296
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah (Beirut: Dar al- - 2
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1415 H) [annotators: Shaykh ‘Adil Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-

Mawjud and Shaykh ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’udh], vol. 4, p. 468
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it also has the meaning of “with”, like in His Words, (Cruel, after that base-born) [68:13],
(meaning “with that”.(1

Classical Sunni lexicographers, Ibn Manzur (d. 711 H) and Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir

:(d. 721 H), also state

لبق دض  دعبو 

(Ba’da is the opposite of “before”.(2

The definitions are general. As such, ba’di refers to any “after”, especially “after in
time”, “after in status” or “after in sequence”. A rarer meaning of ba’di is “in my

:absence” or “during my absence”, as in these verses

يرماسلا مهلضأو  كدعب  نم  کموق  انتف  دق  انإف  لاق 

He (Allah) said: “Verily! We have tried your people in your absence, and al-Samiri has
(led them astray.”(3

:And

يدعب نم  ینومتفلخ  امسئب  لاق  افسأ  نابضغ  هموق  یلإ  یسوم  عجر  املو 

When Musa returned to his people, angry and grieved, he said, “What an evil thing is
!that which you have done during my absence

So, what does “after me” mean in Hadith al-Wilayah? Was ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam,
thereby the wali of the Ummah in the event of Muhammad’s death, sallallahu ‘alaihi
wa aalihi? Or, was he their wali next in rank to the Messenger with the latter alive? Or

was he the wali only in the temporary absence of the Prophet? In the event of any of
?these cases, what exactly would wali and “after me” mean

In order to determine these, one must first analyze the text and grammar of the
:hadith itself. There is a clear difference between these two statements

يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  یلع 
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Ali is THE wali (wali) of every believer after‘

p: 56

Fakhr al-Din al-Turayhi, Majma’ al-Bahrayn (2nd edition, 1408 H) [annotator: Sayyid - 1
Ahmad al-Husayni], vol. 1, p. 217

Abu al-Fadhl Jamal al-Din Muhammad b. Mukram b. Manzur al-Afriqi al-Misri, Lisan - 2
al-‘Arab (Qum: Nashr Adab al-Hawzah; 1405 H), vol. 3, p. 92; Muhammad b. Abi Bakr
‘Abd al-Qadir al-Razi, Mukhtar al-Sihah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition,

1415 H) [annotator: Ahmad Shams al-Din], p. 37
Qur’an 20:85 - 3
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.me

:And

يدعب نم  نمؤم  لکل  یلو  یلع 

.Ali is a wali (waliyyun) of every believer after me‘

THE wali. However, since it is یلوـلا – )  ) The actual word in Hadith al-Wilayah is al-wali

its first two letters are hidden for a smoother لــک ,)  ) immediately followed by kulli
pronunciation. Yet, the word remains pronounced as wali – indicating that it is a
definite noun. Its indefinite form is waliyyun. This indefinite form can only be followed

.in order to retain its indefinite status لکل )  ) by likulli

is sometimes adopted to لـک ,)  ) The singular definite personal noun, followed by kulli
name a rank, status or quality that is absolutely exclusive to someone. The Qur’an too

:has used it in this sense, with regards to Allah. For instance, it says

ءیش لک  بر  وهو  ابر  یغبأ  هللا  ریغأ  لق 

Say: “Shall I seek a lord (rabban) other than Allah, while He is THE Lord (Rabb) of every
(thing?”(1

The last part of this verse adopts the exact same grammatical format as Hadith al-
Wilayah. It apparently seeks to declare that absolutely no other lord of everything
exists besides Allah – not at a higher, equal or even lower level - and has used that
format to strongly and completely convey its message. For all intents and purposes,
only Allah exists as the sole Lord of everything. There is no superior, concurrent or

.inferior lord – for any purpose – besides Him

:Another similar verse is this

ءیش لک  قلاخ  هللا  لق  هللا .…  لق  ضرلأاو  تاوامسلا  بر  نم  لق 

Say: “Who is THE
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p: 57

Qur’an 6:164 - 1
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Lord of the heavens and the earth?” Say: “Allah”.... Say: “Allah is THE Creator of every
(thing.”(1

He is the only Lord of everything, and the only Creator of everything. It is obvious that
the Qur’an absolutely restricts the rububiyyah (lordship) and khalq (creation) of
everything exclusively to Him through the adoption of this grammatical style.
Meanwhile, the fact that the wilayah in the hadith is absolutely exclusive to ‘Ali after
the Messenger is clearly confirmed by Ibn ‘Abbas, radhiyallahu ‘anhu, a very

:prominent Sahabi. Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) records

نب ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  لبنح  نب  دمحأ  نب  هللا  دبع  انث  هباتک  لصأ  نم  دادغبب  یعیطقلا  نادمح  نب  رفعج  نب  دمحأ  رکب  وبأ  انربخأ 
نأ امإ  سابع :  نبا  ای  اولاقف :  طهر  هعـست  هاتأ  ذإ  سابع  نبا  دنع  سلاجل  ینإ  لاق  نومیم  نب  ورمع  انث  جلب  وبأ  انث  هناوع  وبأ  انث  دامح 

 : لاق یمعی  نأ  لبق  حیحـص  ذـئموی  وهو  لاق  مکعم  موقأ  انأ  لب  سابع  نبا  لاـقف  لاـق :  ءـلاؤه  نیب  نم  اـنب  ولخت  نأ  اـمإو  اـنعم  موقت 
هریغ دحلأ  تسیل  لئاضف  هرـشع  عضب  هل  لجر  یف  اوعقو  فتو  فأ  لوقیو  هبوث  ضفنی  ءاجف  لاق  اولاق  ام  يردن  لاف  اوثدحتف  اوؤدتباف 

هنمؤمو يدعب  نمؤم  لک  یلو  تنأ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  هل  لاق  لجر ....  یف  اوعقو 

Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Ja’far b. Hamdan al-Qati’i – ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Hanbal – my

father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) Yahya b. Hamad – Abu Awanah – Abu Balj - ‘Amr b.
:Maymun

I was sitting in the company

p: 58

Qur’an 13:16 - 1
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of Ibn ‘Abbas when nine men came to him and said, “O Ibn ‘Abbas! Either you debate
with us, or tell these folks that you prefer a private debate.” So, Ibn ‘Abbas said, “I
would rather participate with you.” In those days, he had not lost his eye-sight yet. So
they started talking, but I was not sure exactly what they were talking about. Then he
came, squeezing his robe, and saying: “Nonsense! They are attacking a man who has
ten EXCLUSIVE merits.... They are attacking a man ... to whom the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, said: “You are THE wali of every male and female believer after

(me.”(1

:Al-Hakim says

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith has a sahih chain.(2

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) corroborates him

حیحص

(Sahih.(3

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) confirms them both‘

جلب یبأ  نع  هناوع  وبأ  انثدح  ( : 2752  ) یـسلایطلا لاقف  سابع ، نبا  ثیدح  نم  ءاج  دقف  يدعب "  نمؤم  لک  یلو  وهو  : " هلوق امأو  . 
330  / 1  ) دمحأ هجرخأو  يدعب ."  نمؤم  لک  یلو  تنأ  یلعل " : لاق  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  هنع "  نومیم  نب  ورمع  نع 

.لااق امک  وهو  یبهذلا ، هقفاوو  دانسلإا ،"  حیحص  لاقو " : ( 133  - 132  / 3  ) مکاحلا هقیرط  نمو  ( 331 - 

As for his statement “and he (huwa) is the wali of every believer after me”, it has been
narrated in the hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas, for al-Tayalisi (2752) said: Abu ‘Awanah – Abu Balj

– ‘Amr b. Maymun, from him (i.e. Ibn ‘Abbas), “that the Messenger of

p: 59

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 143, 4652
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Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3
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Allah, peace be upon him, said to ‘Ali: ‘You are THE wali of every believer after me.’”
Ahmad (1/330-331) recorded it, and from his route al-Hakim (3/132-133), and he (al-
Hakim) said, “a sahih chain” and al-Dhahabi concurred with him, and it is indeed as

(both have stated.(1

The full hadith elaborates on all ten exclusive merits. However, we have highlighted
.the most relevant of them to our current discourse, which is Hadith al-Wilayah

As such, grammatically and based upon the explicit testimony of Ibn ‘Abbas, the
wilayah of Amir al-Muminin in the hadith is a “merit” that is absolutely exclusive to him
alone. To him alone, to the exclusion of all other creatures, belonged the wilayah of

.the Ummah immediately after the Prophet

A rather relevant fact is that the Messenger of Allah too was the only wali of the
believers throughout his lifetime. This is explicitly stated in another hadith copied by

(: al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H

نمؤم لک  یلو  انأ 

(I am THE wali of every believer.(2

:Ibn Kathir has this comment about it

حیحص ثیدح  یبهذلا  هللا  دبع  وبأ  انخیش  لاق 

(Our Shaykh, Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Dhahabi, said: (It is) a sahih hadith.(3

:Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241 H) also records that the Prophet said

نینمؤملا یلو  انأ 

(I am THE wali of the believers.(4

:Al-Arnaut says

ملسم طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 
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(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of (Imam) Muslim.(5

He was the only one. There was absolutely no other among humans – none above
him, none with him, and none below him. After him, the exact

p: 60

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 1
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 5, p. 263, 2223

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. Kathir al-Dimashqi, al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah (Dar Ihya al- - 2
Turath al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1408 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 5, p. 228-229

Ibid - 3
Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 4

[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 371, 15026
Ibid - 5
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:same status passed onto ‘Ali from him

يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  یلع 

.Ali is THE wali of every believer after me‘

So, what was that totally exclusive type of walayah or wilayah that the Messenger of
Allah held during his lifetime? Was it friendship with the Muslims? Was it help of the

?Muslims? Was it support of the Muslims? Or, was it rule over the Muslims

As for walayah (friendship, help and support), this was NOT exclusive to the Prophet
during his lifetime, nor was it ever exclusive to him and/or ‘Ali or any other Muslim!

:Allah says

ضعب ءایلوأ  مهضعب  تانمؤملاو  نونمؤملاو 

(The believers, men and women, are awliya (plural of wali) of one another.(1

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir explains the verse

کبشو اضعب " هضعب  دشی  نانبلاک  نمؤملل  نمؤملا  : " حیحصلا یف  ءاج  امک  نودضاعتیو ،  نورـصانتی  يأ :  ضعب } ءایلوأ  مهـضعب  }
هل یعادت  وضع  هنم  یکتـشا  اذإ  دـحاولا ،  دـسجلا  لثمک  مهمحارتو ،  مهداوت  یف  نینمؤملا  لثم   : " اضیأ حیحـصلا  یفو  هعباصأ  نیب 

" رهسلاو یمحلاب  دسجلا  رئاس 

are awliya of one another}, meaning they help one another and they support one}
another, as it is recorded in the Sahih: “Each believer to another believer are like the
fingertip, each strengthening the other” and he interlocked his fingers. Also, in the
Sahih, it is recorded: “The example of the believers in their love of one another, and
their mercy to one another, is like a single body. If a body part complains, the

(remaining parts of the body come to its rescue with strength and care.”(2

,With this reality
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Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. ‘Umar b. Kathir al-Qurshi al-Dimashqi, Tafsir al-Qur’an - 2
al-‘Azim (Dar al-Taybah li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 2nd edition, 1420 H) [annotator: Sami

b. Muhammad Salamah], vol. 4, p. 174
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we are left with only one explanation: the Messenger of Allah was the sole ruler of the
Ummah – which fits perfectly with history! In Hadith al-Wilayah, he apparently

.indicates the transition of this same exclusive wilayah after him, and its direction

Our understanding is further helped by the context of the hadith itself. ‘Ali made an
administrative decision, in his capacity as the overall commander of the army units.
Some of the soldiers under him objected, and thereby reported him to the Messenger.
The issue for determination was NOT whether or not he was their friend, helper or

.supporter. Rather, ‘Ali’s authority was being questioned by his subordinates

It was in this light that the Messenger of Allah angrily rejected their objections,
ordered them to desist from any future recurrence, and informed them that ‘Ali was

their wali after him. In other words, “he is your next ruler after me: you should learn to
be fully loyal to him and his decisions now; if you kept up this attitude to him, you
would be rebels to him later”! With the above facts in mind, there is no doubt that

”. “after me” in the hadith could only have meant “after my death

:Interestingly, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) reaches this same conclusion as well

نمؤم لک  یلو  هتامم  دعب  هتایح و  یف  وه  لب  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلع  بذک  يدعب  نمؤم  لک  یلو  وه  هلوق  کلذک  و 
یه یتلا  هیلاولاف  تامملا  ایحملا و  یف  هیلو  نمؤم  لک  و 
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نامزب صتخت  هوادعلا لا  دض 

And similarly his statement “he is the wali of every believer after me”, it is a lie upon
the Messenger of Allah. Rather he (the Prophet), during his life and after his death,
was the wali of every believer, and every believer is his wali in life and death. The
(walayah that means the opposite of enmity (i.e. friendship) is not restricted by time.(1

Our dear Shaykh obviously understands from the hadith that “after me” indicates the
end of the Prophet’s wilayah, followed immediately by the commencement of that of
‘Ali. He also knows that this termination of the Prophet’s wilayah, according to “after
me” in the hadith, could only have occurred with his death. But, since Ibn Taymiyyah

has self-deluded himself into believing that wali can never mean “ruler”, he becomes

totally confused, or at least pretends to be so. Despite the clear illogicality and
grammatical invalidity of such a stance, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah maintains that “the
wali” in the hadith only means “a friend”! Yet, on the strength of the illogicality and
fallacy of interpreting wali in the hadith to mean “friend”, our dear Shaykh throws it

!away

:Surprisingly, ‘Allamah al-Albani thinks that his Shaykh actually has a point

لعف امک  ( 104  / 4  " ) هنـسلا جاهنم  یف "  هبیذکتو  ثیدحلا  اذـه  راکنإ  یلع  هیمیت  نبا  ملاـسلإا  خیـش  أرجتی  نأ  اقح  بیجعلا  نمف 
یلعو نمؤم ، لکل  تباـث  مکح  وهو  هاداـعملا  دـض  اـنه  هـلااوملا  نأ  ریرقت  نسحأ  هللا  همحر  هریرقت  عم  كاـنه ، مدـقتملا  ثیدـحلاب 

هنع هللا  یضر 
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.هنولوتیو مهلاوتی  مهرابک ، نم 

Of the truly unbelievable is Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah’s denial of this hadith, and
his calling it a lie in Minhaj al-Sunnah (4/104), as he did with the previous hadith here,
despite his excellent confirmation, may Allah be merciful to him, that the friendship
here is the opposite of enmity. And this is a ruling that is firmly established for every
believer, and ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, is one of their elders. He loves them

(and they love him.(1

In simple words, there is nothing special or exclusive to anyone in the hadith. It only
reminds that ‘Ali is a friend of every believer, in the exact same way that each believer
is a friend of every other believer! So, one is tempted to ask: why then has the hadith
stated “the wali”, rather than “a wali”, and especially within an exclusion grammar?

Secondly, why has ‘Allamah al-Albani pretended not to see that “after me” exists in
the hadith?! It is not reflected at all in his “explanation”? After all, the Messenger of
Allah did not say it for fun! In a rather intriguing stunt, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah himself

”: reveals why ‘Allamah al-Albani and others like him do not like to see the “after me

لوقی نا  جتحی  مل  هلااوملا  دارأ  نإ  هنإف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  یلإ  هتبـسن  عنتمی  ملاک  يدعب  نمؤم  لک  یلو  یلع  لئاقلا  لوقف 
يدعب

”, Therefore, the statement of the speaker “’Ali is the wali of every believer after me

p: 64
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it is a statement that cannot be attributed to the Prophet, peace be upon him. This is
(because if he had intended friendship, he did not need to say “after me”.(1

We too add that he would have said “a wali”, and NOT “the wali”, if he had meant to
say “friend”, “helper” or “supporter”. The full hadith – if ‘Allamah al-Albani were right –
would have been: “’Ali is a wali of every believer”! He apparently prefers to ignore

.crucial parts of the hadith in order to keep his fallacious explanation of it floating

But, Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H) thinks he has a final solution to this stubborn Sunni
:dilemma

يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  وهو  هنم  انأو  ینم  ایلع  نإ  اثلاث  یلع  نم  نودیرت  ام 

ملسو هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  هرصان  نم  لک  رصان  ناک  هنع  هللا  یضر  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  نأب  نایبلا  رکذ 

What do you want from ‘Ali! What do you want from ‘Ali? What do you want from ‘Ali.“
.” Verily, ‘Ali is from me and I am from ‘Ali, and he is THE wali of every believer after me

He mentioned the explanation that ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, was

THE helper of everyone whose helper was the Messenger of Allah, pace be upon
(him.(2

Yet, this, disappointingly, solves nothing. Was Amir al-Muminin not an helper of the
believers during the Prophet’s lifetime? Besides, was the Messenger of Allah the only

helper of the Muslims during his prophetic mission, such that ‘Ali
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Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
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?became the only helper after him

Seeing the utter helplessness of the situation, a prominent Sunni scholar, al-Salihi al-
Shami (d. 942 H), chooses to submit to the apparent truth, while addressing Hadith al-

:Wilayah

.مکرمأ یلی  يأ  : ) يدعب مکیلو  وهو  (

(He is your wali after me): meaning, he will rule over your affairs.(1)

Of even greater interest is that Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H), a major classical Sunni
:muhadith, places this hadith under the chapter heading: the Khilafah of ‘Ali

لاق لاق : نیـصح  نب  نارمع  نع  فرطم ، نع  کشرلا ، دیزی  نع  نامیلـس ، نب  رفعج  انث  لااق  لماک  وبأو  یـسرنلا  دـیلولا  نب  سابع  انث 
.يدعب نم  نمؤم  لک  یلو  وهو  هنم ، انأو  ینم ، یلع  ملسو : هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر 

Abbas b. al-Walid al-Narsi and Abu Kamil – Ja’far b. Sulayman – Yazid al-Rishk – ‘
Mutarrif – ‘Imran b. Hasin: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “’Ali is

(from me and I am from him, and he is THE wali of every believer after me.”(2

:Dr. Al-Jawabirah says

.ملسم لاجر  هلاجر  .حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih. Its narrators are narrators of (Sahih) Muslim.(3

?Hadith Al-Wilayah, Doctored By Shi’is ( 6

Facing severe hopelessness about Hadith al-Wilayah, a high-standing Sunni ‘alim
decides to play the last remaining card: “Shi’is doctored it”! Imam al-Mubarakfuri (d.

:1282 H) says

اذکو نم  فذحب  يدعب  اهـضعب  یف  عقوو  نم  هدایزب  خسنلا  ضعب  یف  اذک   ) يدعب نم  نمؤم  لک  یلو  وهو  هدنـسم ) یف  دـمحأ  هاور 
ریغ نم  هللا  لوسر  دعب  هفیلخ  ناک  هنع  هللا  یضر  ایلع  نأ  یلع  هعیشلا  هب  لدتسا  دقو  هدنسم  یف  دمحأ  هیاور  یف  عقو 

p: 66

On The Khilafah Of ‘Ali Over Abu BakrGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 100 of 322

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12665/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_66_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12665/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_66_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12665/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_66_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Muhammad b. Yusuf al-Salihi al-Shami, Subul al-Huda al-Rashad fi Sirah Khayr - 1
al-‘Ibad (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1414 H) [annotators: ‘Adil Ahmad

‘Abd al-Mawjud and ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’ud], vol. 6, p. 237
Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 2
al-Sunnah (Dar al-Sami’i li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’) [annotator: Dr. Basim b. Faysal al-

Jawabirah], vol. 1, p. 799, 1221
Ibid - 3
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سیل رملأاو  جاجتحلال  هلباق  هظوفحم  هحیحـص  اهنوکو  يدعب  ظفل  هدایز  هحـص  نع  هرادم  نإف  لطاب  اذه  نع  هب  مهللادتـساو  لصف 
هنع هللا  یـضر  ایلع  نأ  یلع  اهب  هعیـشلا  للادتـساف  هدودرم  یه  لب  هظوفحمب  تسیل  ثیدحلا  اذه  یف  يدعب  ظفل  هدایز  کلذـک .… 

ادج لطاب  لصف  ریغ  نم  هللا  لوسر  دعب  هفیلخ  ناک 

Ahmad recorded it in his Musnad: “And he is THE wali of every believer after me (min

ba’di)”. This is how it is recorded in some manuscripts, with the addition of “min”. In
other manuscripts, there is “ba’di” without “min”, and this is how it is in the report of
Ahmad in his Musnad. The Shi’ah have proved with it (i.e. the phrase “after me”) that
‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was the immediate khalifah of the Messenger of

.Allah, peace be upon him

Their reliance of upon as proof is fallacious because it depends entirely upon the
authenticity of the additional phrase “after me”. If it were authentic, then it would be

.acceptable as proof

But, the matter is not like that.... The additional phrase “after me” in this hadith is not
authentic. Rather, it is rejected. Therefore, the reliance upon it as proof, by the Shi’ah,
that ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was the immediate khalifah of the Messenger

(of Allah is terribly fallacious.(1

:In simple words, the original hadith was this

نمؤم لک  یلو  یلع 

.Ali is THE wali of every believer‘

:However, some unreliable people maliciously added “after me” to it to make it

یلو یلع 
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يدعب نمؤم  لک 

.Ali is THE wali of every believer after me‘

In his haste, al-Mubarakfuri obviously fails to notice that the “dangerous elements” in
the hadith are two, not one: the word “the” before wali and the phrase “after me”. The

:only way he can have his way is if the original hadith had been this

نمؤم لکل  یلو  یلع 

.Ali is a wali of every believer‘

In that case, Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam, would have been only one of the
friends and helpers of the believers. But, the definite article (i.e. the word “the”) before
wali in the actual hadith restricts wilayah to him, to the exclusion of all others – based
on the testimony of Ibn ‘Abbas, radhiyallahu ‘anhu. As such, the alternative version
being proposed by al-Mubarakfuri is blasphemous in its purport as it suggests that the
wali was only ‘Ali, and not the Messenger, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, even though the
latter was still alive! Whatever meaning is given to wali in such a situation, the
meaning still constitutes disbelief in Islam. No doubt, al-Mubarakfuri has no viable

.way out of the quagmire

So, who possibly forged “after me” in the hadith? Al-Mubarakfuri now reads his
:charge sheet

ادقتعم هب  يوقی  امم  ثیدحلا  اذه  یف  يدـعب  هلوق  نأ  رهاظو  عیـشتلا .… یف  لاغ  وه  لب  یعیـش  وهو  نامیلـس  نب  رفعج  اهب  درفت  دـق 
نب رفعج  يدعب  هلوق  هدایزب  درفتی  مل  تلق  نإف  دودرم .…  وهف  هتعدب  هب  يوقی  ائیـش  يور  اذإ  عدتبملا  نأ  هرقم  یف  ررقت  دقو  هعیـشلا 

حلجأ اهیلع  هعبات  لب  نامیلس 

p: 68

On The Khilafah Of ‘Ali Over Abu BakrGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 103 of 322

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نییعیشلا نیذه  مهو  نم  ثیدحلا  اذه  یف  يدعب  هدایز  نأ  رهاظلاو  یعیش .…  اضیأ  اذه  يدنکلا  حلجأ  تلق  يدنکلا .… 

Ja’far b. Sulayman was the only one to narrate it (i.e. the phrase “after me” in the
hadith) and he was a Shi’i. Rather, he was an extremist in Shi’ism.... An apparent fact is
that his statement “after me” in this hadith is PART OF what is used to strengthen the
beliefs of the Shi’ah. It has been repeatedly stated at its place that whenever a
heretic narrates anything through which he strengthens his heresy, then such is
rejected.... If you say that Ja’far b. Sulayman is not the only one who narrated the
phrase “after me” (in the hadith), and that, rather, Ajlah al-Kindi also narrated it.... I
say: Ajlah al-Kindi too was a Shi’i.... The apparent fact is that the additional phrase

(“after me” in this hadith is from the hallucinations of these two Shi’is.(1

Al-Mubarakfuri admits that “after me” is only “part of” the pro-Shi’i elements in the
hadith. He fails to elaborate however, and prefers not to touch on the other part at all!
It is our submission that this second undisclosed “dangerous” part of Hadith al-

.Wilayah is none other than its definite article

In any case, al-Mubarakfuri is correct about the Shi’ism of both Ja’far b. Sulayman

and Ajlah al-Kindi. Both were companions of the sixth Shi’i Imam, Ja’far al-Sadiq,
:‘alaihi al-salam. The Shi’i hadith scientist, al-Jawahiri, says about Ja’far

( قداصلا باحصأ  نم  يرصبلا -  یعبضلا : نامیلس  نب  رفعج 
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.هقث  ) ع

Ja’far b. Sulayman al-Dhab’i: al-Basri, one of the companions of al-Sadiq, peace be
(upon him. He was thiqah (trustworthy).(1

:He equally states about Ajlah

لاقو یفاکلاو  تارایزلا  لماک  یف  يور   ) )ع قداصلا باحـصأ  نم  ییحی  همـسأ  يدـنکلا  هیجح  وبأ  هیواعم  نب  هللا : دـبع  نب  حـلجلأا 
دانسلاا حیحص  هنا  حلجلأا  هیف  دنس  یف  هیفاکلا  باتک  یف  دیفملا 

Al-Ajlah b. ‘Abd Allah: b. Mu’awiyah Abu Hujiyyah al-Kindi. His name was Yahya. He
was one of the companions of al-Sadiq, peace be upon him. He narrated in Kamil al-
Ziyarat and al-Kafi, and al-Mufid says in Kitab al-Kafiyyah concerning a chain which

(includes al-Ajlah, that it is a sahih chain.(2

Both Ja’far and Ajlah are considered trustworthy by the Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah
and the Shi’ah Imamiyyah. So, on what basis does al-Mubarakfuri seek to establish
his accusation against them? Does he have any positive proof that they doctored the

:hadith? This is all he has given as his basis

دودرم وهف  هتعدب  هب  يوقی  ائیش  يور  اذإ  عدتبملا  نأ  هرقم  یف  ررقت  دقو 

It has been repeatedly stated at its place that whenever a heretic narrates anything
.through which he strengthens his heresy, then such is rejected

So, both Ja’far and Ajlah are suspects only because the hadith supports Shi’ism and
they are Shi’is! Therefore, they must have doctored it to make it the pro-Shi’i
evidence that it is, even though they were trustworthy people! Al-Mubarakfuri has no
concrete evidence against his two victims. All he has is mere conjecture. Meanwhile, a

contemporary Salafi hadith scientist, al-Turayfi, further reveals
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:that al-Mubarakfuri has actually misrepresented the true Sunni position

دری ذئنیحف  هتعدبب ، رفک  دـق  نکی  مل  ام  مأ لا ، هتعدـب  قفاوی  امیف  يور  ءاوس  لوبقلا ، هقث  اًطباض  ناک  اذإ  عدـتبملا  هیاور  یف  لصلأاو 
یف دـمحأ  ماـملإا  جرخأ  دـقف  هربـخ ، نوححـصیو  اًـتبث ، هقث  ناـک  اذإ  عدـتبملل  نوـجرخی  مـهف  ظاـفحلا ، همئـلأا  اذـه  یلعو  هرفکل ،
هدنم نباو  هحیحص "  " یف نابح  نباو  هجام  نباو  يذمرتلاو  یبتجملا " و" يربکلا "  " یف یئاسنلاو  هحیحص "  " یف ملـسمو  هدنـسم " "

هللا یـضر  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  لاق  لاق : رز  نع  تباث  نب  يدـع  ثیدـح  نم  مهریغو  داقتعلاا "  " یف یقهیبلاو  نامیلإا "  " باـتک یف 
هقث تباث  نب  يدـعو  .قفانم  لاإ  ینـضغبی  لاو  نمؤم  لاإ  ینبحی  نأ لا  یّلإ  یمـلأا  یبنلا  دـهعل  هنإ  همـسنلا  أربو  هبحلا  قلف  يذـلاو  هنع :

هعیشلا لوقب  لوقأ  تیأر  ام  : ) يدوعـسملا لاق  لب  نایفـس ، نب  بوقعیو  متاح  یبأو  دمحأ  ماملإاو  نیعم  نباک  همئلأا  عیـشتلاب  هفـصو 
دمحأ ماملإاک  هتعدب  قفاوی  امیف  هل  جرخأو  عیـشتلاب  هفـصو  نم  هقیثوتب  لاق  لب  .همئلأا  هل  جرخأ  اذه  عمو  .یهتنا  تباث ) نب  يدع  نم 

.یئاسنلاو لبنح  نب 

The default position concerning the report of a heretic, if he was accurate and
trustworthy, is to accept it, regardless of whether he narrated concerning what

agrees with his bid’ah (heresy) or not, as long as he had not apostatized through his
heresy. In such a case, it will be rejected due to his kufr (disbelief). This was the
practice of the Imams who were hadith scientists, for they used to narrate from the
heretic if he was trustworthy and accurate, and used to declare his report to be sahih.

For

p: 71

On The Khilafah Of ‘Ali Over Abu BakrGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 107 of 322

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


verily, Imam Ahmad has recorded in his Musnad, and Muslim in his Sahih, and al-Nasai
in al-Kubra and al-Mujtaba, and al-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah, and Ibn Hibban in his
Sahih, and Ibn Mandah in Kitab al-Iman, and al-Bayhaqi in al-I’tiqad and others the
hadith of ‘Adi b. Thabit from Zirr, who said: ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with

him, said: “I swear by the One Who split up the seed and created something living, the
Ummi Prophet verily informed me that none loves me except a believer and that none

.” hates me except a hypocrite

Meanwhile, ‘Adi b. Thabit was trustworthy, and the Imams like Ibn Ma’in, Imam

Ahmad, Abu Hatim and Ya’qub b. Sufyan identified him as a Shi’i. Rather, al-Mas’udi
said, “I do not see anyone who professes Shi’ism more than ‘Adi b. Thabit.” Despite
this, the Imams narrated from him. Rather, those who identified him as a Shi’i, like
Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal and al-Nasai, also declared him trustworthy, and narrated

(from him in what agrees with his bid’ah.(1

:Another Salafi hadith scientist, al-Mua’lami (d. 1386 H) corroborates him

امم اًریثک  اهیف  دجو  مهتایاور  عبتت  نمو  حاحـصلا ، یف  اهوجرخأو  مهثیداحأب  اوجتحاو  هعدتبملا  نم  هعامج  ثیدـحلا  همئأ  قثو  دـقو 
اهل هتیاورب  اهیوار  یف  لاو  اهیوار  هعدبب  اهیف  نینعاط  ریغ  ثیداحلأا  کلت  نولوأتی  ملعلا  لهأو  مهعدب ، هرهاظ  قفاوی 

The Imams in the hadith sciences have declared as trustworthy a lot of the heretics,
.and have taken their (i.e. the heretics’) ahadith as hujjah, and have recorded them (i.e

p: 72

Abd al-‘Aziz b. Marzuq al-Turayfi, al-Tahjil fi Takhrij ma lam Yukhraj min al-Ahadith - ‘ 1
wa al-Athar fi Irwa al-Ghalil (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Rushd li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st

edition, 1422 H), p. 546
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those reports) in their Sahih books. And whoever researches their (the heretics’)
narrations finds that a lot of them apparently agree with their heresies. The scholars
give alternative interpretations for those ahadith without attacking them (i.e. the
ahadith) on account of the heresy of their narrators, nor do they attack the narrators

(for narrating them.(1

Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H), in particular, feels uncomfortable about al-‘
Mubarakfuri’s “solution” to the crisis, and therefore refutes him about the same

:Hadith al-Wilayah

انعط کلذ  ربتعی  لافأ  نامیلس ، نب  رفعج  وهو  رخآ ، یعیـش  هل  دوهـشملا  دنـس  یف  کلذکو  یعیـش ، دهاشلا  اذه  يوار  لئاق : لاق  نإف 
! ؟ هیف هلعو  ثیدحلا  یف 

هبیسح وهف  هبر ، نیبو  هنیب  وهف  بهذملا  امأو  ظفحلاو ، قدصلا  وه  امنإ  ثیدحلا  هیاور  یف  هربعلا  نلأ  لاک  لوقأف :

If someone says: “The narrator of this corroborative hadith (i.e. that of Ajlah) was a
Shi’i, and also in the chain of the main hadith, there is another Shi’i, and he is Ja’far b.

?” Sulayman. Does this not justify attack on the hadith and constitute a fault in it

So, I answer: “Not at all, because the requirements in the transmission of hadith are
ONLY truthfulness and sound memory. As for the madhhab (of the narrator), that is

(between him and his Lord, and He is sufficient for him.(2

:But, the ‘Allamah is not done yet. He drops the final bombshell

.یعیش اهیف  سیل  يرخأ  قرط  نم  اقرفم  ءاج  دق  ثیدحلا  نأ  یلع 

Plus, the hadith (i.e. Hadith al-Wilayah) has been narrated, in parts, through many

others chains, which do not contain

p: 73

Abd al-Rahman b. Yahya b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Mu’alami al-‘Atmi al-Yamani, al- - ‘ 1
Tankil bi ma fi Ta-anib al-Kawthari min al-Abatil (al-Maktab al-Islami; 2nd edition, 1406
H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Zuhayr al-Shawish and ‘Abd al-
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Razzaq Hamzah], vol. 1, p. 237
Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 2
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 5, p. 262, 2223
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(a single Shi’i in them.(1

The above submissions basically flatten al-Mubarakfuri’s foul attempts on the hadith
!and his unfair allegation against Ja’far and Ajlah

Hadith Al-Tawliyah ( 7

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) says

ثیدحلاب هفرعملا  لهأ  قافتاب  عوضوم  اذه  نإف  يدعب  نمؤم  لک  یف  ییلو  تنأ  هلوق 

His statement, “You are my wali over every believer after me”. Verily, this is a
(fabrication (mawdu’), by the consensus of the hadith scholars.(2

This is a very big claim. It means that every single hadith scholar, from the start of
Prophet Muhammad’s mission, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, till the days of Shaykh Ibn
Taymiyyah – without any exception – explicitly declared this Hadith al-Tawliyah to be
mawdu’. At a specific level, our dear Shaykh claims that Malik b. Anas (d. 179 H), Ibn al-
Mubarak (d. 181 H), al-Shafi’i (d. 204 H), al-Tayalisi (d. 204 H), ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-San’ani
(d. 211 H), al-Humaydi (d. 219 H), Ibn Ja’d (d. 230 H), Ibn Sa’d (d. 230 H), Ibn Abi Shaybah
(d. 235 H), Ibn Rahwayh (d. 238 H), Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241 H), al-Darimi (d. 255 H), al-
Bukhari (d. 256 H), Muslim (d. 261 H), Ibn Majah (d. 273 H), Abu Dawud (d. 275 H), Ibn
Qutaybah (d. 276 H), al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H), Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H), al-Nasai (d. 303 H),
Ibn Khuzaymah (d. 311 H), al-‘Aqili (d. 322 H), Ibn Abi Hatim (d. 327 H), Ibn Hibban (d. 354

H), al-Tabarani (d. 360 H), al-Darqutni (d. 385 H), Ibn Shahin (d. 385 H), al-Hakim
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Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 2
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d. 403 H), al-Bayhaqi (d. 458 H), al-Baghdadi (d. 463 H), Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr (d. 463 H), al-)
Khawarazmi (d. 568 H), Ibn Asakir (571 H), al-Nawawi (d. 676 H), among others – each of
them has an express statement about the hadith in which he grades it as mawdu’.
However, the reverse is actually the truth! No scholar before Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H)
ever classed the hadith to be mawdu’ or even dha’if. By contrast, Imam al-Hakim (d.
403 H) actually calls its chain sahih(1)! What drove Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah into such

!reckless fallacy must have been something very huge

:Imam Ahmad has documented Hadith al-Tawliyah in his Musnad

یف سانلاب  جرخو  سابع ....  نب  لاق   .... نومیم نب  ورمع  انث  جلب  وبأ  انث  هناوع  وبأ  انث  دامح  نب  ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
نم نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  نوکت  نأ  یـضرت  امأ  هل  لاقف  یلع  یکبف  هللا لا  یبن  هل  لاقف  لاق  کعم  جرخأ  یلع  هل  لاقف  لاـق  كوبت  هوزغ 

يدعب نمؤم  لک  یف  ییلو  تنأ  هللا  لوسر  هل  لاقو  لاق  یتفیلخ  تنأو  لاا  بهذأ  نأ  یغبنی  هنا لا  یبنب  تسل  کنأ  لاا  یسوم 

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya b. Hammad – Abu ‘Awanah – Abu ‘
:Balj – ‘Amr b. Maymun .... Ibn ‘Abbas said

He (the Messenger of Allah) went out for the battle of Tabuk. So, ‘Ali said to him, .... 
“Let me go out with you.” Therefore, the Prophet of Allah, peace be upon him, said,

“Do not weep, ‘Ali. Are you not

p: 75

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
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pleased that you are to me of the status of Harun to Musa, with the exception that
you are not a prophet? Verily, it is not right that I depart except with you as my

(khalifah. You are my wali over every believer after me.”(1

:Allamah Ahmad Muhammad Shakir (d. 1377 H) declares‘

حیحص هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih.(2

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1412 H) also states‘

یلع لاقف  لاق : كوبت  هوزغ  یف  سانلاب  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  جرخو  لاق : هیفو : لاوطم  هب  دامح  نب  ییحی  انث  دمحأ 1/330 : هجرخأو 
تـسل کنأ  لاإِ  یـسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  نوکت  نأ  یـضرت  امأ  هل " : لاق  یلع  یکبف  لا ." : " هللا یبن  هل  لاقف  لاق : کعم  جرخأ 

". يدـعب نمؤم  لک  یف  ییلو  تنأ  : " ملـسو هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هل  لاقو  لاق : یتفیلخ ." تنأو  لاا  بهذأ  نأ  یغبنی  ـلا  هنا  یبنب 
.یبهذلا هقفاوو  دانسلإا  حیحص  لاق : مث  دمحأ  قیرط  نم  هلوطب 134-3/132  مکاحلا  هجرخأو  ثیدحلا 

:Ahmad (1/330) recorded it from Yahya b. Hamad in detail, and part of it is

He (the Messenger of Allah) went out with the people for the battle of Tabuk. So, ‘Ali
said to him, “Let me go out with you.” Therefore, the Prophet of Allah, peace be upon
him, said, “Do not weep, ‘Ali. Are you not pleased that you are to me of the status of
Harun to Musa, with the exception that you are not a prophet? Verily, it is not right
that I depart except with you as my khalifah. You are my wali over every believer

.” ... after me

p: 76

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Dar al-Hadith; 1st - 1
edition, 1416 H) [annotator: Ahmad Muhammad Shakir], vol. 1, p. 330, 3062
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.the hadith

Al-Hakim recorded it in full (3/132-134) through the route of Ahmad, and said, “Its chain
(is sahih” and al-Dhahabi concurred with him.(1

:The ‘Allamah himself adds concerning its chain

.نسح هدانسإ 

(Its chain is hasan.(2

:Commenting on this same chain of Hadith al-Tawliyah, Dr. Al-Jawabirah says

.نسح هدانسا 

(Its chain is hasan.(3

:Imam al-Busiri too grades the chain as follows

حیحص دنس 

(A sahih chain.(4

So, one wonders: why is Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah so panicky about this hadith? There
must be a reason he is so desperate about it, to the extent of attributing patent
fallacies to all the Sunni muhadithun – perhaps dozens or hundreds of them – before

?his time in order to bring it down. What is the scary secret

It is apparent that wali in Hadith al-Tawliyah cannot possibly mean “friend”, “helper”
or “supporter” in any logical sense. ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, was the friend, helper and
supporter of the believers during the lifetime of the Prophet and after his death, in his
presence and in his absence. Besides, changing wali in the hadith to “friend”, or

:“helper” or supporter” would only produce incoherent and insensible statements

يدعب نمؤم  لک  یف  ییلو  تنأ 

.” You are my friend over every believer after me“
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.” You are my lover over every believer after me“

.” You are my supporter over every believer after me“

.” You are my friend over every believer after me“

The Messenger of Allah was absolutely above making such kinds of statements.
:Moreover, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah himself cautions

يدعب لوقی  نا  جتحی  مل  هلااوملا  دارأ  نإ 

If he had intended friendship, he did not

p: 77

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 1
al-Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1400 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-

Din al-Albani], vol. 2, p. 566, 1189
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Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 3
al-Sunnah (Dar al-Sami’i li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’) [annotator: Dr. Basim b. Faysal al-

Jawabirah], vol. 1, pp. 799-800, 1222
Ahmad b. Abi Bakr b. Isma’il al-Busiri, Itihaf al-Khiyarah al-Maharah bi Zawaid al- - 4

Masanid al-‘Ashara (Riyadh: Dar al-Watan; 1st edition, 1420 H), vol. 7, p. 184, 6630

On The Khilafah Of ‘Ali Over Abu BakrGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 115 of 322

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(need to say “after me”.(1

But, can we interpret “my wali” in the hadith to mean “my ruler”? This depends on the
:exact intended meaning. For instance, Allah says about His Prophet

اعیمج مکیلإ  هللا  لوسر  ینإ  سانلا  اهیأ  ای  لق 

(Say: “O mankind! Verily, I am the Messenger of Allah to you all.”(2

:He was the Messenger appointed by Allah. The Qur’an also states about him

لبق نم  یسوم  لئس  امک  مکلوسر  اولأست  نأ  نودیرت  مأ 

(Or, do you want to ask your Messenger as Musa was asked before?(3

Does this mean that the people appointed the Messenger? Of course, they never did!
Rather, he was appointed by Allah – hence, the Messenger of Allah – and sent to the

:people – and thereby their Messenger. This is a similar verse

نورکنم هل  مهف  مهلوسر  اوفرعی  مل  مأ 

(Or is it that they did not recognize their Messenger so they deny him?(4

In the light of the above, the following conclusions can be drawn about the word

”: “messenger

.The Messenger of Allah” means the messenger appointed by Allah . “ 1

.Your Messenger” means the Messenger sent to you . “ 2

.Their Messenger” means the Messenger sent to them . “ 3

:In the same manner

.The wali of the Prophet over his Ummah is the wali appointed by him over them . 1

.The wali of the Ummah is the wali appointed over them or by them . 2
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As such, the hadith “You are my wali over every believer after me” may mean “You
are the wali I have appointed over every believer after me”. This is perfectly in
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.line with Hadith al-Wilayah too

Another probable meaning of “my wali” in the hadith is “my heir”. One of the rarer
meanings of wali is “heir”. Prophet Zakariyah, ‘alaihi al-salam, prayed to Allah, while

:he was still barren, with these words

ییحی همسا  ملاغب  كرشبن  انإ  ایرکز  ای  ایضر  بر  هلعجاو  بوقعی  لآ  نم  ثریو  ینثری  ایلو  کندل  نم  یل  بهف 

So give me from Yourself a wali, who shall inherit me and inherit the family of Ya’qub. “
And make him, my Lord, one with whom You are well-pleased”. (Allah said): “O

(Zakariyah! Verily, We give you the glad tidings of a son, his name will be Yahya.”(1

Zakariyah was a prophet. His wali, who was his son Yahya, ‘alaihi al-salam, inherited
his prophethood and knowledge, and thereby became the next master of his father’s

:Ummah after his death. Professor Ibn Yasin also states in his tafsir

.هملعو هتوبن  لاق : بوقعی ،) لآ  نم  ثریو  ینثری   ) هلوق یف  نسحلا  نع  هداتق  نع  حیحصلا  هدنسب  قازرلا  دبع  جرخأ 

Abd al-Razzaq records with his sahih chain from Qatadah, that al-Hasan said‘
concerning the verse {who shall inherit me and inherit the family of Ya’qub}: [who

(shall inherit] his prophethood and knowledge.(2

Hadith al-Tawliyah therefore makes ‘Ali the wali – the heir - of the Messenger of Allah.
Meanwhile, this inheritance was declared to be “over every believer” after the
Prophet. Apparently, it concerned only matters and affairs between the Messenger

and his Ummah. These, without doubt, included his powers, rights responsibilities,
obligations, and duties over them. All of

p: 79
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Prof. Dr. Hikmat b. Bashir b. Yasin, Mawsu’at al-Sahih al-Masbur min al-Tafsir bi al- - 2
Mathur (Madinah: Dar al-Mathar li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’ wa al-Taba’at; 1st edition,

1420 H), vol. 3, p. 332
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.these were inherited by Amir al-Muminin after him

A shahid that has been documented by Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H) gives this same

:impression as well

نع رامسم ، نب  رجاهملا  ینثدح  بوقعی ، نب  یسوم  انثدح  همثع ، نب  دلاخ  نب  دمحم  انث  لااق : نامثع  نب  دمحأو  یلع  نب  نیسحلا  انث 
ینثأو هللا  دمحف  بطخف  یلع ، دیب  ذخأو  هفحجلا  موی  لوقی  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  تعمس  لاق : اهیبأ  نع  دعـس ، تنب  هشئاع 

يدؤملاو ییلو ، اذـه  لاقف : اهعفرف  هنع  هللا  یـضر  یلع  دـیب  ذـخأو  هللا ، لوسر  ای  تقدـص  اولاق : .مکیلو  ینإ  سانلا  اهیأ  لاق : مث  هیلع 
.ینع

Husayn b. ‘Ali and Ahmad b. ‘Uthman – Muhammad b. Khalid b. ‘Athmah – Musa b.
:Ya’qub – al-Muhajir b. Mismar – ‘Aishah bint Sa’d – her father

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying on the Day of al-Juhfah
while holding the hand of ‘Ali, and he delivered a sermon, and thanked Allah and
praised Him, and then said: “O mankind! I am your wali”. They replied, “You have said
the truth, O Messenger of Allah.” Then he held the hand of ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased
with him, and raised it up, and said, “This is my wali, and the one to discharge on my

(behalf.”(1

:Allamah al-Albani says‘

دهاوش هل  نإف  حیحص ،

(It is sahih because it has shawahid.(2

Ali was the wali appointed by the Messenger of Allah over his Ummah, and the one to‘
discharge on his behalf among them after him. It is further noteworthy that the

responsibility of discharge granted

p: 80
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to Amir al-Muminin was unqualified. Therefore, anything that was the responsibility of
the Prophet among his Ummah, no one else has the right to do it for him except ‘Ali. As
such, after the death of the Messenger of Allah, all his obligations, responsibilities and

.liabilities – with regards to the Ummah - naturally passed onto ‘Ali by inheritance

:Allamah al-Albani has equally copied a further shahid‘

ینید یضقی  یلع 

(Ali will repay my debts.(1‘

:And he gives this verdict about it

نسح

(Hasan.(2

In other words, ‘Ali – being the heir – inherited the liabilities of the Messenger of Allah,
including his debts to members of his Ummah. So, the liabilities became his personal

.responsibilities after the death of his Prophet

But, some unthinkable things happened in Islamic history. Although the Prophet had
declared ‘Ali to be his wali over his whole Ummah after him, the one to discharge on
his behalf and the one to repay his debts, some other people precluded Amir al-
Muminin and arrogated these ranks to themselves! With support from their kinsmen

and associates, they even proceeded to militarily install themselves in ‘Ali places. For
:instance, Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) records that ‘Umar b. al-Khattab said

لوسر یلو  انأ  تلقف  رکب  ابأ  هللا  یفوت  ملس ....  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یلو  انأ  رکب  وبأ  لاقف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هیبن  هللا  یفوت 
رکب یبأو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا 

Allah caused His Prophet, peace be upon him, to die. So, Abu Bakr said, “I am the wali

of

p: 81
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the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him”.... Allah (also) caused Abu Bakr to die. So, I
((too) said, “I am the wali of the Messenger of Allah and Abu Bakr.”(1

:Elsewhere, al-Bukhari also records

یـضر هللا  دبع  نب  رباج  نع  یلع  نب  دمحم  نع  رانید  نب  ورمع  ینربخأ  لاق  جـیرج  نبا  نع  ماشه  انربخأ  یـسوم  نب  میهاربإ  انثدـح 
یلع هل  ناک  نم  رکب  وبأ  لاقف  یمرـضحلا  نب  ءلاعلا  لبق  نم  لام  رکب  ابأ  ءاـج  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  تاـم  اـمل  لاـق : مهنع  هللا 
اذکه ینیطعی  نأ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یندعو  رباج  لاق  انتأیلف .  هدع  هلبق  هل  تناک  وأ  نید  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا 

هئامسمخ مث  هئامسمخ  مث  هئامسمخ  يدی  یف  دعف  رباج  لاق  تارم  ثلاث  هیدی  طسبف  اذکهو  اذکهو 

:Narrated Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah

When the Prophet, peace be upon him, died, Abu Bakr received some property from
al-‘Ala b. al-Hadhrami. So, Abu Bakr said, “Whoever has a debt claim against the
Prophet, peace be upon him, or was promised something by him, should come to us.” I
said, “The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, promised me that he would give
me this much, and this much, and this much”. And I spread my hands three times. So,
he (Abu Bakr) counted for me and handed me five-hundred, then five hundred and

(then five-hundred.(2

What?! Abu Bakr was the wali of the Prophet over every believer after him? Abu Bakr
was the one to repay the Messenger’s debts? What in the world was

p: 82

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 1
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happening exactly! Wonders really never end! Besides, why was Abu Bakr repaying
the Prophet’s personal debts and promises with state funds? Would the Messenger

?have misappropriated the Muslim treasury in such a manner

Imam ‘Ali was apparently terribly disappointed by this turn of events. Therefore,
despite his extraordinary patience, his shock made him to voice out angrily. Imam

Muslim (d. 261 H) quotes ‘Umar as having said the following words to both ‘Ali and
:‘Abbas

انئاخ ارداغ  امثآ  ابذاک  هامتیأرف  ملس ....  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یلو  انأ  رکب  وبأ  لاق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یفوت  املف 
ابذاک ینامتیأرف  رکب  ابأ  یلوو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلو  انأو  رکب  وبأ  یفوت  مث  قحلل  عبات  دشار  راب  قداصل  هنإ  ملعی  هللاو 

انئاخ ارداغ  امثآ 

When the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, died, Abu Bakr said: “I am the wali

of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.”.... So both of you (‘Ali and ‘Abbas)
thought him (i.e. Abu Bakr) to be a liar, sinful, treacherous and dishonest. And Allah
knows that he was really truthful, pious, rightly-guided and a follower of the truth. Abu
Bakr died and I became the wali of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and
the wali of Abu Bakr. So both of you thought me to be a liar, sinful, treacherous and

(dishonest.(1

Due to Abu Bakr’s surprising claim that he was the wali of the Messenger of Allah -
among others - ‘Ali declared

p: 83
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him “a liar, sinful, treacherous and dishonest”. When ‘Umar made the same claim
later, ‘Ali repeated those same words for him too. This is what Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah

fears; the truth of ‘Ali’s accusations against them both. If his words about them were

correct, then Sunni Islam crashes headlong! It cannot stand without the alleged
saintly status of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. Moreover, the fallacy of some “ahadith”
circulated to highlight their “merits” becomes exposed as well. The cost is simply too
much. So, our dear Shaykh seeks to save his Sunni sect by desperately and recklessly

.denying Hadith al-Tawliyah. The truth, however, never dies

Hadith Al-Wirathah, Establishing Its Authenticity ( 8

:Allah informs us about two of His prophets in His Book

دوواد نامیلس  ثروو 

(And Sulayman inherited Dawud.(1

In other words, it was Sulayman, ‘alaihi al-salam, who inherited Dawud, ‘alaihi al-
:salam. Explaining this verse, Imam al-Tabari (d. 310 H) states

هموق رئاس  یلع  هب  هصخ  ناک  يذلا  کلملاو  هتایح ، یف  هللا  هاتآ  ناک  يذلا  ملعلا  دواد  هابأ  نامیلس  ثروو   : هرکذ یلاعت  لوقی 

He, the Most High, says: Sulayman inherited the knowledge which Allah gave his
father during his lifetime and the kingdom which He specially bestowed upon him

(above all of his people.(2

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H) also says

: لمنلا ( } نیبملا لضفلا  وهل  اذه  نإ  ئش  لک  نم  انیتوأو  ریطلا  قطنم  انملع  سانلا  اهیأ  ای  لاقو  دواد  نامیلـس  ثروو  : { یلاعت هللا  لاق 
مهنود لاملاب  صخیل  ناک  امف  هریغ ، نونب  هل  ناک  دق  هنلأ  لاملا ، یف  هثرو  دارملا  سیلو  کلملاو ، هوبنلا  یف  هثرو  يأ   ) 16

Allah the Most High said: {And

p: 84
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al-Bayan fi Tawil al-Qur’an (Dar al-Fikr; 1415 H) [annotator: Sidqi Jamil al-‘Attar], vol.

19, p. 172
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Sulayman inherited Dawud, and he (Sulayman) said, “O people, we have been taught
the language of birds, and on us have been bestowed all things. This, verily, is an
evident grace} [27:16], that is, inheritance of prophethood and kingdom. What was

intended was not inheritance of material possessions. This is because he (Dawud) had
several children apart from him (Sulayman) and he (Sulayman) could not have been

(exclusively given the material possessions at their expense.(1

:Imam Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 H) has these words too

ولو کلذـب ، نامیلـس  صخف  ارکذ ، رـشع  هعـست  دوادـل  ناـکو  هکلمو ، هملعو  هتوبن  ثرو   : يأ  } دواد نامیلـس  ثروو  : { یلاـعت هلوق 
.ءاوس اهیف  هدلاوأ  عیمج  ناکل  لام  هثارو  تناک 

Allah the Most High says {And Sulayman inherited Dawud}, that is: he inherited his
prophethood, knowledge and kingdom. Dawud had nineteen sons. But, Sulayman was

exclusively given that. If it had been inheritance of material possessions, all his
(children would have been equally entitled.(2

:There are a number of points from this verse

.Prophethood is an inheritable office . 1

.Divine knowledge is inheritable . 2

.Kingdom – which is also called khilafah(3) - is inheritable . 3

Moreover, where someone, out of many possible heirs, is singled out as the only heir
in any circumstance, then such inheritance could not have been about material

possessions. Rather, it must have been with regards to knowledge, offices and ranks.
Prophet Sulayman was the inheritor of his father, Prophet Dawud. As such, he
became the prophet, the supreme scholar and the ruler after him. But, what about our
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dearest Prophet Muhammad, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi? Was he inherited by anyone?
?Did he name any inheritor

:Imam al-Nasai (d. 303 H) records a really interesting hadith in this regard

دجان نب  هعیبر  نع  قداص  یبأ  نع  هریغملا  نب  نامثع  نع  هناوع  وبأ  انثدح  لاق  ملـسم  نب  نافع  ینثدح  لاق  لهـس  نب  لضفلا  انربخأ 
لوسر اعد  لاق  وأ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  عمج  لاق : کمع  نود  کمع  نب  تثرو  مل  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  ای  یلعل  لاق  لاجر  نأ 

مث سمی  مل  هنأک  وه  امک  ماعطلا  یقبو  اوعبش  یتح  اولکأف  لاق  ماعط  نم  ادم  مهل  عنـصف  بلطملا  دبع  ینب  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا 
یلإو هصاخب  مکیلإ  تثعب  ینإ  بلطملا  دـبع  ینب  ای  لاـقف  برـشی  مل  وأ  سمی  مل  هنأـک  بارـشلا  یقبو  اوور  یتح  اوبرـشف  رمغب  اـعد 

تمقف دـحأ  هیلإ  مقی  ملف  یثراوو  یبحاصو  یخأ  نوکی  نأ  یلع  ینعیابی  مکیأف  متیأر  دـق  ام  هیلآا  هذـه  نم  متیأر  دـقو  هماعب  سانلا 
یلع هدـیب  برـض  هثلاثلا  یف  ناک  یتح  سلجا  لوقیف  هیلإ  موقأ  کلذ  لک  تارم  ثلاث  لاق  مث  سلجا  لاـقف  موقلا  رغـصأ  تنکو  هیلإ 

یمع نود  یمع  نب  تثرو  کلذبف  يریزوو  یثراوو  یبحاصو  یخأ  تنأ  لاق  مث  يدی 

Al-Fadhl b. Sahl – ‘Affan b. Muslim – Abu ‘Awanah – ‘Uthman b. al-Mughirah – Abu
:Sadiq – Rabi’ah b. Najid

A man said to ‘Ali, “O Amir al-Muminin! Why is it you that have INHERITED your cousin
?” (i.e. the Prophet) and not your uncle

He replied, “The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, gathered/summoned the
Banu ‘Abd al-Mutalib. He cooked some food for

p: 86
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them, and they ate until they were satisfied while food was still remaining, as though
they never touched it. Then he called for water, and they drank until their thirst was

quenched, and the containers of the water remained as though they were never
.touched or drunk

After that, he said, “O Banu ‘Abd al-Mutalib! I have been sent to you specially, and to
mankind generally. You have seen in this verse what you have seen. Therefore, which

one of you will give me a bay’ah (oath of allegiance) to become my brother, my

companion and my inheritor?” None stood up. So, I (‘Ali) stood up, and I was the
youngest of the people. So, he (the Prophet) said, “Sit down”. On the third time, he hit
his hand on my hand (for the bay’ah) and then said: “You are my brother, and my

companion, and MY INHERITOR, and my wazir.” So, through this, I have inherited my

(cousin, at the expense of my uncle.(1

The above hadith has a sahih chain. All its narrators – without any exception – are
thiqah (trustworthy), and it is well-connected. Strangely, this is what ‘Allamah al-

:Albani (d. 1420 H) says about it

قداص وبأ  هنعو  فرعی ، داکی  لا  (( : )) نازیملا  )) یف یبهذلا  لاق  دجان ، نی  هعیبر  ریغ  تاقث ؛ مهلک  هلاجر  فیعض ، دانسإ  اذهو  تلق :
لاقو .اذه  قداص  یبأ  ریغ  هنع  وری  مل  هنأب  فشاکلا ))  )) یف حرـصو  .ثیدـحلا  اذـه  یلإ  ریـشی  یثراوو )) یخأ  یلع  هیف : رکنم  ربخب 

(( . هلاهج هیف  (( : )) نیکورتملاو ءافعضلا   )) یف

:I say

p: 87
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This chain is dha’if, all its narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), except Rabi’ah b. Najid.
:Al-Dhahabi said in al-Mizan

He is scarcely known, and Abu Sadiq narrated from him a munkar (repugnant) report,“
.” which contains: ‘Ali is my brother and inheritor

He was referring to this hadith. He explicitly declared in al-Kashif that none else
narrated from him other than this Abu Sadiq. And he (al-Dhahabi) said in al-Dhu’afa

(wa al-Matrukin: “There is jihalah in him (he is not known)”.(1

So, the only narrator that the ‘Allamah has problem with is Rabi’ah b. Najid, and his
only evidence against him is Imam al-Dhahabi’s (d. 748 H) overall verdict that he is
“scarcely known”. The ‘Allamah places everything on the fact that only Abu Sadiq has
narrated from him. It is also noteworthy that al-Dhahabi has called the above hadith

.“repugnant” without giving any proof or explanation

But, does the fact that a narrator is “scarcely known” - where only a single person has
transmitted from him – really affect his ahadith? Perhaps, the best way to answer

that is to examine how the ‘ulama of the Ahl al-Sunnah have treated other similar

.cases

A very clear example is Hasin b. Muhammad al-Ansari. Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) says about
:him

تاقثلا یف  نابح  نبا  هرکذ  تلق  فرعی  داکی  نیحیحصلا لا  یف  هب  جتحی  یندملا  یملاسلا  يراصنلأا  دمحم  نب  نیصح 

Hasin b. Muhammad al-Ansari al-Salimi al-Madani: He is relied upon as a hujjah in
both Sahihs (i.e. Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim). He is scarcely

p: 88

Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Dha’ifah wa - 1
al-Mawdhu’ah wa Atharihah al-Sayyiah fi al-Ummah (Riyadh: Dar al-Ma’arif; 1st

edition, 1412 H), vol. 12, p. 646, 5793
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(known. I say: Ibn Hibban has included him in al-Thiqat.(1

:He also adds

.يرهزلا ریغ  هنع  وری  مل  هیناثلا  نم  ثیدحلا  قودص  یندملا  یملاسلا  يراصنلأا  دمحم  نب  نیصح 

Hasin b. Muhammad al-Ansari al-Salimi al-Madani: Saduq al-hadith (very truthful in
(ahadith), from the second (tabaqat). None narrated from him except al-Zuhri.(2

He is exactly like Rabi’ah b. Najid! Yet, he is relied upon as a hujjah in both Sahih al-
(! Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, and is accepted as saduq (very truthful

Another case is that of Zayd b. Rabah. He too is like Rabi’ah; only one person as
:transmitted from him. Imam al-Dhahabi confirms

کلام يوس  هنع  يور  ادحأ  تدجو  ام  .رغلأا  هللا  دبع  ابأ  عمس  .ینیدم  حابر  نب  دیز 

Zayd b. Rabah, a resident of Madinah: He heard from Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Aghrah. I could
(not find anyone who has transmitted from him except Malik.(3

:Nonetheless, he is graded thiqah (trustworthy) by al-Hafiz

هقث یندملا  حابر  نب  دیز 

(Zayd b. Rabah al-Madani: Thiqah (trustworthy).(4

In very simple words, whether or not only a single individual has transmitted from a
narrator does not affect his standing as long as there is proof that he is trustworthy or
very truthful. If there is no evidence for or against his reliability, then such a fact
becomes relevant and makes him majhul (unknown). In the case of Rabi’ah, it is well-
known that only his brother, Abu Sadiq, transmitted from him. Moreover, there is no
evidence at all against his reliability. But, is there evidence to prove his

?trustworthiness or truthfulness

Rabi’ah’s surname is spelt in two

p: 89
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Shihab al-Din Abu al-Fadhl Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizan - 1
(Beirut: Manshurat Muasassat al-A’lami li al-Matbu’at; 2nd edition, 1390 H), vol. 7, p. 199,

2686
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 2
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 223,

1391
Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Mizan al-I’tidal fi Naqd - 3
al-Rijal (Beirut: Dar al-Ma’rifah; 1st edition, 1382 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Muhammad al-

Bajawi], vol. 2, p. 103, 3004
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 4
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 328,

2142
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Meanwhile, the ذـجان .)  ) and Najidh دـجان )  ) ways in the books of ahadith and rijal: Najid
‘ulama have used the two words to refer to the same individual. As such, Imam al-‘Ijli

:(d. 261 H) says about Rabi’ah

هقث یعبات  یفوک  ذجان  نب  هعیبر 

(Rabi’ah b. Najidh: He was a Kufan, a Tabi’i, thiqah (trustworthy)(1

Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H) has also included him in his book of thiqah (trustworthy)
:narrators

قداص وبأ  هنع  يور  یلع  نع  يوری  یفوکلا  يدزلأا  يدسلأا  ذجان  نب  هعیبر 

Rabi’ah b. Najidh al-Asadi al-Azdi al-Kufi: He narrated from ‘Ali, and Abu Sadiq
(narrated from him.(2

:Al-Hafiz confirms both of these in his al-Tahdhib

وبأ هنعو  .مهنع  هللا  یـضر  تماصلا  نب  هدابعو  دوعـسم  نباو  یلع  نع  يور  .یفوکلا  يدـسلأا  اضیأ  لاـقیو  يدزـلأا  دـجان  نب  هعیبر 
هقث یعبات  یفوک  یلجعلا  لاقو   …. تاقثلا یف  نابح  نبا  هرکذ  هوخأ  هنإ  لاقی  يدزلأا  قداص 

Rabi’ah b. Najid al-Azdi, also called al-Asadi al-Kufi. He narrated from ‘Ali, Ibn Mas’ud
and ‘Ubadah b. al-Samit, may Allah be pleased with them. Abu Sadiq al-Azdi narrated
from him, and he is said to have been his brother. Ibn Hibban mentioned him in al-

(Thiqat ... and al-‘Ijli said: A Kufan, Tabi’i, thiqah (trustworthy).(3

Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) also considers the chain of Rabi’ah to be sahih, thereby
:accepting him as thiqah

انث ناهدـلا  تباث  نب  یلع  انث  رکب  وبأ  یمع  انث  هبیـش  یبأ  نب  نامثع  نب  دـمحم  انث  هکمب  یمدـلآا  لـضفلا  نب  ملاـس  هبیتق  وبأ  ینثدـح 
یضر یلع  نع  دجان  نب  هعیبر  نع  قداص  یبأ  نع  هریصح  نب  ثراحلا  نع  کلملا  دبع  نب  مکحلا 

p: 90

Abu al-Hasan Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Salih al-‘Ijli al-Kufi, Ma’rifat al-Thiqat - 1
(Madinah: Maktabah al-Dar; 1st edition, 1405 H), vol. 1, p. 359, 471
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Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad al-Tamimi al-Busti, Kitab al-Thiqat - 2
(Hyderabad: Majlis Dairat al-Ma’arif al-‘Uthmaniyyah; 1st edition, 1398 H), vol. 4, p. 229

Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib (Dar al-Fikr; - 3
1st edition, 1404 H), vol. 3, p. 228, 498
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دانسلإا حیحص  ....هنع  هللا 

Abu Qutaybah Salim b. al-Fadhl al-Adami –Muhammad b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Shaybah –
Abu Bakr – ‘Ali b. Thabit al-Dihan – al-Hakam b. ‘Abd al-Malik – al-Harith b. Hasirah –
Abu Sadiq – Rabi’ah b. Najid – ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him.... The chain is

(sahih.(1

:In his al-Taqrib, al-Hafiz personally grades him thiqah (trustworthy) too

هقث هنع  يوارلا  قداص  یبأ  وخأ  وه  لاقی  یفوکلا  يدزلأا  دجان  نب  هعیبر 

Rabi’ah b. Najid al-Azdi al-Kufi: It is said that he was the brother of the narrator, Abu
(Sadiq. He was thiqah (trustworthy).(2

:Intriguingly, ‘Allamah al-Albani himself concurs to a good extent

نب هدابع  نع  ذـجان  نب  هعیبر  نع  قداـص  یبأ  نع  دـیلولا  نب  مساـقلا  نع  دوسـلأا  نب  هدـیبع  انثدـح  جولفملا  ملاـس  نب  هللا  دـبع  نع 
....اعوفرم تماصلا 

.نابح نبلا  اعبت  طقف  ظفاحلا  هقثو  دقف  اذه  هعیبر  ریغ  تاقث  هلاجر  دیج ، دانسإ  اذهو  تلق :

Abd Allah b. Salim al-Mafluj – ‘Ubaydah b. al-Aswad – al-Qasim b. al-Walid – Abu‘
.... Sadiq – Rabi’ah b. Najidh – ‘Ubadah b. al-Samit, in a marfu’ manner

I say: This chain is good. Its narrators are trustworthy, except this Rabi’ah, for only al-
(Hafiz (Ibn Hajar) has declared him thiqah, copying Ibn Hibban.(3

The ‘Allamah has reservations about the fact that –according to him – only al-Hafiz
al-‘Asqalani, imitating Ibn Hibban, has declared Rabi’ah to be thiqah (trustworthy).
Nonetheless, that does not stop him from authenticating the chain. Needless to say,
however, the ‘Allamah’s position contains an error: al-‘Ijli, Ibn Hibban and al-Hakim

actually declared him thiqah before al-Hafiz. If the latter

p: 91

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
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al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 132, 4622
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 2
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 298,

1923
Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 3
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 4, p. 582, 1942
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.copied anyone, it was at least both al-‘Ijli and Ibn Hibban

:The bottom-line is that this hadith has a sahih chain

يریزوو یثراوو  یبحاصو  یخأ  تنأ 

.You are my brother, and my companion, and MY INHERITOR, and my wazir

The objections of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah and ‘Allamah al-Albani to it are without

.basis

We know from this authentic hadith that Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, ‘alaihi al-
salam, was the chosen inheritor of the Prophet’s knowledge, power and divine
khilafah after him. In fact, if prophethood had not ended with Muhammad, ‘Ali would

.have inherited it too

Hadith Al-Wirathah, Examining Some Shawahid ( 9

:Imam al-Haythami (d. 807 H) records

متبلقنا لتق  وأ  تام  نإفأ   : } لوقی لج  زع و  هللا  نإ  ملـس :  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هایح  یف  لوقی  ناک  اـیلع  نأ  ساـبع  نبا  نعو 
هللاو تومأ  یتح  هیلع  لتاق  ام  یلع  نلتاقلأ  لتق  وأ  تام  نئل  هللاو  یلاعت  هللا  انادـه  ذإ  دـعب  انباقعأ  یلع  بلقنن  هللاو لا  مکباقعأ } یلع 

ینم هب  قحأ  نمف  هثراوو  همع  نباو  هیلوو  هوخلأ  ینإ 

:Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas

Ali used to say during the lifetime of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him:‘
“Verily, Allah the Almighty said {If he dies or is killed, will you then turn back on your
heels} [3:144]. By Allah, we will never turn back on our heels after Allah the Most High
has guided us. I swear by Allah, if he dies or he is killed, I will fight upon what he fights

upon until I die. I SWEAR BY ALLAH, verily I am his brother, AND HIS

p: 92
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WALI, and his cousin, AND HIS INHERITOR. So, who is it that is more entitled to him
(than me?”(1

:Al-Haythami comments

حیحصلا لاجر  هلاجرو  یناربطلا  هاور 

(Al-Tabarani records it, and its narrators are narrators of the Sahih.(2

Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) senses the fatal danger the above sahih hadith poses to‘
the Sunni creed as a whole. So, he decides to “take care of” it. After including it in his

:Silsilah Dha’ifah (his collection of unreliable ahadith), he grades it as

رکنم

(Munkar (repugnant)(3

:What is his reason? He explains

.طابسأ هنع : يوارلا  یف  وأ  كامس ، یف  رصحنت  یهو  هتلع ، روهظل  کلذ  لعلو  یبهذلاو ؛ مکاحلا  هیلع  تکسو  تلق :

نع هتیاورو  قودـص ، ": " بیرقتلا  " یف ظفاحلا  لاقف  هصاـخ ، همرکع  نع  هتیاور  یف  اوملکت  دـقف  هقث ؛ ناـک  نإو  هنـلأف  لوـلأا ؛ اـمأ 
…". هرخآب ریغت  دقو  هبرطضم ، هصاخ  همرکع 

…". أطخلا ریثک  قودص ، : " ظفاحلا لاقف  رخلآا ؛ امأو 

I say: al-Hakim and al-Dhahabi kept silent about it. Maybe this is due to the
obviousness of its defect, and it is limited to Simak, or from the narrator from him,

.Asbat

As for the first (Simak), it is because even though he is thiqah (trustworthy), his report
from ‘Ikrimah has been specifically criticized. So, al-Hafiz says in al-Taqrib: “Saduq
(very truthful), his report from ‘Ikrimah alone is confused. He changed during the last

…”. part of his life

As for the other (Asbat), al-Hafiz says: “Saduq (very truthful), makes a lot of
(mistakes(4)…”.(5
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Since no-one in the chain is munkar al-hadith, the ‘Allamah’s grading of the hadith as
“munkar” is a clear error. This is especially the case, since he has

p: 93

Nur al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Majma’ al-Zawaid (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1412 - 1
H), vol. 9, p. 183, 14765

Ibid - 2
Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Dha’ifah wa - 3
al-Mawdhu’ah wa Atharihah al-Sayyiah fi al-Ummah (Riyadh: Dar al-Ma’arif; 1st

edition, 1412 H), vol. 10, p. 653, 4948
The jarh against both Simak and Asbat are clear and substantiated. For instance, - 4
Asbat used to make a lot of mistakes. These facts should ordinarily have made each
of them dha’if in his reports. However, the scholars of the Ahl al-Sunnah – including
Imam Muslim - have made them exceptional cases, and have accepted their ahadith

.as sahih
Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Dha’ifah wa - 5
al-Mawdhu’ah wa Atharihah al-Sayyiah fi al-Ummah (Riyadh: Dar al-Ma’arif; 1st

edition, 1412 H), vol. 10, p. 653, 4948
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.himself limited the “fault” of the riwayah to its chain

Besides, both al-Hakim (d. 403 H) and al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) have no problem with that
:chain. For instance, al-Hakim records a similar chain

برح نب  كامس  نع  رصن  نب  طابسأ  انث  دانقلا  هحلط  نب  ورمع  أبنأ  رـصن  نب  دمحأ  انث  لدعلا  رافـصلا  قاحـسإ  نب  دمحم  وبأ  انربخأ 
....امهنع هللا  یضر  سابع  نبا  نع  همرکم  نع 

Abu Muhammad b. Ishaq al-Saffar al-‘Adl – Ahmad b. Nasr – ‘Amr b. Talhah al-Qanad

– Asbat b. Nasr – Simak b. Harb – ‘Ikrimah – Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with

(them both....(1

:Al-Hakim says

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith has a sahih chain(2

:Al-Dhahabi agrees

حیحص

(Sahih(3

:In fact, ‘Allamah al-Albani himself has no problem with the same chain! He writes

نع طابسأ  انث  لاق : هحلط  نب  ورمع  قیرط  نم  مکاحلاو  دواد  وبأو  درفملا ) بدلأا   ) یف يراخبلا  هجرخأ  اذه  سابع  نبا  ثیدح  تلق :
یبهذلا هقفاوو  دانسلإا ) حیحص  : ) مکاحلا لاقو  دیج  دنس  اذهو  ....هب  سابع  نبا  نع  همرکع  نع  برح  نب  كامس 

I say: This hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas is recorded by al-Bukhari (in al-Adab al-Mufrad), and
Abu Dawud and al-Hakim through the route of ‘Amr b. Talhah – Asbat – Simak b. Harb
– ‘Ikrimah - Ibn ‘Abbas with it.... This chain is good. Al-Hakim says (The chain is sahih)

(and al-Dhahabi agrees with him.(4

:In another book, he also says

انث لاـق : هحلط  نب  ورمع  قـیرط  نم  ( 2/349  ) دواد وـبأو  ص 178 ، )  " ) درفملا بدلأا  یف "  يراـخبلا  هجرخأ  ثیدـحلا  اذـه  تلق :
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سابع نبا  نع  همرکع  نع  برح  نب  كامس  نع  طابسأ 

p: 94

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 4, p. 317, 7766
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Al-Thamar - 4
al-Mustatab fi Fiqh al-Sunnah wa al-Kitab (Gharas li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st

edition, 1422 H), p. 441
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 ". دانسلإا حیحـص  لاقو ": هجولا ، اذه  نم  ( 285  - 4/284  " ) كردتـسملا یف "  هجرخأ  دق  مکاحلا  تیأر  مث  .دیج  دنـس  اذهو  ....
.یبهذلا هقفاوو 

I say: This hadith has been narrated by al-Bukhari in al-Adab al-Mufrad (p. 178) and
Abu Dawud (2/349) from the route of ‘Amr b. Talhah – Asbat – Simak b. Harb – ‘Ikrimah

– Ibn ‘Abbas.... This chain is good. Then I saw that al-Hakim has recorded it in al-
Mustadrak (4/284-285) with this chain, and said, “It has a sahih chain”. Al-Dhahabi

(concurred with him.(1

So, the chain is good. But, when it comes to the fadhail of Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-
salam, it becomes munkar and all sorts of unfounded allegations and excuses are
raised! What disturbing double standards! Besides, since ‘Allamah al-Albani is aware

that both al-Hakim and al-Dhahabi authenticated the chain of Asbat – Simak –
Ikrimah, why has he then pretended as though both doubted it? Wonders, indeed,

!never end

In any case, Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) has relied upon this chain as a hujjah in the usul of
:his Sahih

هرمس نب  رباج  نع  كامس  نع  ینادمهلا )  رصن  نبا  وهو  طابسأ (  انثدح  دانقلا  هحلط  نب  دامح  نب  ورمع  انثدح 

Amr b. Hamad b. Talhah al-Qanad – Asbat (and he is Ibn Nasr al-Hamdani) – Simak – ‘
(Jabir b. Samurah(2

As for Simak having actually narrated authentically from ‘Ikrimah, Imam al-Tirmidhi

(d. 279 H) has confirmed this repeatedly in his Sunan. For example, this is a chain in the
:book

عیکو انثدح  لااق  رامعوبأ  دانه و  انثدح 

p: 95

Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Asl Sifat al-Salat al-Nabi (Riyadh: Maktabah al- - 1
Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1427 H), vol. 2, p. 790-791

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 2
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Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1814,
2329
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سابع نبا  نع  همرکع  نع  كامس  نع  لیئارسإ  نع 

(Hanad and Abu ‘Ammar – Waki’ – Israil – Simak – ‘Ikrimah – Ibn ‘Abbas(1

:He comments

حیحص نسح  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith is hasan sahih(2

:Interestingly, ‘Allamah al-Albani agrees

حیحص

(Sahih(3

:The ‘Allamah further caps everything here

 ". هیمرلا نم  مهسلا  قرمی  امک  ملاسلإا  نم  نوقرمی  یتمأ  نم  سان  نآرقلا  نأرقیل  " 

نبا نع  همرکع  نع  كامس  نع  صوحلأا  یبأ  نع  ( 623  / 2  ) یلعی وبأو  اضیأ  هنباو  ( 256  / 1  ) دمحأو ( 73  / 1  ) هجام نبا  هجرخأ 
.ملسم طرش  یلع  وهو  دیج  دانسإ  اذهو  تلق : .اعوفرم  سابع 

Some people from my Ummah will recite the Qur’an. But they will apostatize from“
.” Islam as the arrow pierces the game

Ibn Majah (1/73) records it, and Ahmad (1/256), and his son too, and Abu Ya’la (2/623)
from Abu al-Ahwas - Simak - ‘Ikrimah - Ibn ‘Abbas, in a marfu’ manner. I say: This

(chain is good, and it is upon the standard of (Imam) Muslim.(4

:Elsewhere, he again reiterates

همرکع نع  كامـس  قیرط  نم  ( 328 ، 269  / 1  ) دمحأو ( 278  - 277  / 2  ) يواحطلا هجرخأ  .سابع  نبا  ثیدـح  نم  رخآ  دـهاشو 
.ملسم طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإو  .هنع 

Another witness is in the hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas. It is narrated by al-Tahawi (2/277-278),
and Ahmad (1/269, 328) from the route of Simak – ‘Ikrimah from him (Ibn ‘Abbas). And

(its chain is sahih upon the standard of Muslim.(5
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But, who on earth says that meeting the standard of Sahih Muslim is not good
?! enough

:A further corroboration of Hadith al-Wirathah is provided by Imam al-Hakim

فسوی نب  دمحم  رضنلا  وبأ  انربخأ 

p: 96

Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 1
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 5, p. 208, 2964
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 4
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 5, p. 235, 2201

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 413, 782 - 5
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نوع نب  ورمعو  يدولأا  میکح  نب  یلع  انثدحو  نامثع :  لاق  قاحـسإ  وبأ  انث  ریهز  انث  یلیفنلا  انث  یمرادلا  دیعـس  نب  نامثع  انث  هیقفلا 
ملـسو هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلع  ثرو  فیک  سابعلا  نب  مثق  تلأس  لاق  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نع  هللا  دبع  نب  کیرـش  انث  لااق  یطـساولا 

اقوزل هب  اندشأو  اقوحل  هب  انلوأ  ناک  هنلأ  لاق :  مکنود 

Abu al-Nadhar Muhammad b. Yusuf al-Faqih – ‘Uthman b. Sa’id al-Darimi – al-Nufayli
– Zuhayr – Abu Ishaq – ‘Uthman – ‘Ali b. Hakim al-Awdi and ‘Amr b. ‘Awn al-Wasiti –

:Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah – Abu Ishaq

I asked Qatham b. al-‘Abbas, “How come ‘Ali INHERITED the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, and not yourselves?” He replied, “Because he was the first of us to

(meet him (in Islam) and the he was the strictest of us to adhere to him.(1

:Al-Hakim says

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith has a sahih chain.(2

:Al-Dhahabi concurs

حیحص

(Sahih.(3

Hadith Al-Ada, Investigating Its Authenticity ( 10

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

بذکلا نم  یلع  لاإ  ینع  يدؤی  هلوق لا 

(His statement “None can discharge on my behalf except ‘Ali” is a lie.(4

:This hadith is recorded by Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) in his Sunan

ینم یلع  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق : هدانج  نب  یشبح  نع  قحسإ  یبأ  نع  کیرش  انثدح  یـسوم  نب  لیعامـسإ  انثدح 
یلع وأ  انأ  لاإ  ینع  يدؤی  لاو  یلع  نم  انأو 

:Isma’il b. Musa – Sharik – Abu Ishaq – Habashi b. Junadah
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The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “’Ali is from me and I am from

p: 97

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 136, 4633
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 4
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 5, p. 63
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(Ali, and none can discharge on my behalf except myself or ‘Ali.(1‘

:Al-Tirmidhi comments

بیرغ نسح  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith is hasan gharib (i.e. has a hasan chain)(2

:Al-Albani (d. 1420 H) also says

نسح

(Hasan.(3

The Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, further put this declaration into
:practice during his lifetime. Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah (d. 235 H) records

هاعدف هکم ، یلإ  رکب  یبأ  عم  هءاربب  ثعب  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نأ  سنأ  نع  كامـس  نع  هملـس  نب  دامح  انث  لاق  نافع  انثدح 
 ". یتیب لهأ  نم  لجر  لاإ  اهغلبی  لا  لاقف " : ایلع  ثعبف 

:Affan – Hamad b. Salamah – Simak – Anas‘

The Prophet, peace be upon him, sent Abu Bakr with Barat to Makkah. But, he recalled
him and sent ‘Ali (instead), and said, “None can convey it except a man from my Ahl al-

(Bayt.”(4

:This chain is apparently sahih. ‘Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) says about ‘Affan, the first narrator

تبث هقث  يرصبلا  رافصلا  نامثع  وبأ  یلهابلا  هللا  دبع  نب  ملسم  نب  نافع 

Affan b. Muslim b. ‘Abd Allah al-Bahili, Abu ‘Uthman al-Saffar: thiqah (trustworthy),‘
(thabt (accurate).(5

:Allamah al-Albani also says‘

....ملاس دنع  تنک  لاق : ملسم ، نب  نافع  نع 

نیخیشلا لاجر  نم  هقث  نافعف  ملاس ، نع  حیحص  دانسإ  اذهو  تلق :
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.... Narrated ‘Affan b. Muslim: I was with Salam

I say: This chain is sahih up to Salam, and ‘Affan is thiqah, from the narrators of the
(two Shaykhs.(6

What of the shaykh of ‘Affan b. Muslim, that is, Hamad b. Salamah? Al-Hafiz again
:states

هرخأب هظفح  ریغتو  تباث  یف  سانلا  تبثأ  دباع  هقث  هملس  وبأ  يرصبلا  رانید  نب  هملس  نب  دامح 

Hamad b. Salamah

p: 98

Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 1
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 5, p. 636, 3719
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3

Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi - ‘ 4
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-

Fikr; 1st edition, 1409 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. 7, p. 506, 72
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 5
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 679,

4641
Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Mukhtasar al-‘Uluw al-‘Aliyy al-‘Azim (al-Maktab - 6

al-Islami; 2nd edition, 1412 H), pp. 148-149
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b. Dinar al-Basri, Abu Salamah: Thiqah (trustworthy), ‘abid (a great worshipper of
Allah), the most reliable person with regards to Thabit. His memory weakened at the

(end (of his life).(1

:Allamah al-Albani agrees on his trustworthiness, but with a mistaken reservation‘

عم هملس  نب  دامح  نکل  ملـسم ، لاجر  تاقث  مهلک  هلاجرو  سابع  نبا  نع  همرکع  نع  هداتق  نع  هملـس  نب  دامح  انثدح  دوسأ  انثدح 
یف ظفاحلا  لاق  کلذلو  تباث ، نع  هتیاور  نم  ناک  ام  لاإ  ملـسم  هل  جرخی  مل  کلذلو  ءیـش ، تباث  ریغ  نع  هثیدح  یف  هردـق  هللاج 

.هرخآب هظفح  ریغتو  تباث ، یف  سانلا  تبثأ  دباع ، هقث  " :" بیرقتلا "

:Aswad – Hamad b. Salamah – Qatadah – ‘Ikrimah – Ibn ‘Abbas

Its narrators are all thiqah (trustworthy), narrators of (Sahih) Muslim. However,
despite that high status of Hamad, in his ahadith from other than Thabit, there is a
problem. This is why (Imam) Muslim never records his ahadith except those from
Thabit. This is (also) why al-Hafiz says in al-Taqrib: “Thiqah (trustworthy), ‘abid (a
great worshipper of Allah), the most reliable person with regards to Thabit. His

(memory weakened at the end (of his life)”.(2

The above submission is inaccurate, actually. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) has, for instance,
:recorded this chain

هرمس نب  رباج  تعمس  لاق  برح  نب  كامس  نع  هملس  نب  دامح  انثدح  يدزلأا  دلاخ  نب  باده  انثدح 

(Hadab b. Khalid al-Azdi – Hamad b. Salamah – Simak b. Harb – Jabir b. Samurah(3

As we shall soon prove, ‘Allamah al-Albani himself also accepts that Hamad

.authentically transmitted from Simak

Concerning the last narrator, Simak, Imam

p: 99

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 1
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 238,

1504
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Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Mukhtasar al-‘Uluw al-‘Aliyy al-‘Azim (al-Maktab - 2
al-Islami; 2nd edition, 1412 H), p. 118

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 3
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 3, p. 1452,

1821
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:al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) says

نب نامعنلاو  هرمـس ، نب  رباج  نع  هتیاور ، یف   ] هب ملـسم ] جتحا  دق  تلق : قودص .…  .یفوکلا  یلذـهلا  هریغملا  وبأ  برح  نب  كامس 
.هعامجو ریشب ،

Simak b. Harb, Abu al-Mughirah al-Hazali al-Kufi: Saduq (very truthful).... I say: Muslim

had relied [upon him] as a hujjah in his reports, from Jabir b. Samurah, al-Nu’man b.
(Bashir, and a group of others.(1

.So, the chain is sahih upon the standard of Sahih Muslim

Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) further records

هللا یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  کلام : نب  سنأ  نع  كامـس  نع  ینعملا  دامح  انث  لااق  نافعو  دمـصلا  دبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
یتیب لهأ  نم  لجر  وأ  انأ  لاإ  اهغلبی  ـلا  ناـفع  لاـق  هفیلحلا  اذ  غلب  اـملف  هنع  هللا  یـضر  قیدـصلا  رکب  یبأ  عم  هءاربب  ثعب  ملـس  هیلع و 

یلع عم  اهب  ثعبف 

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) ‘Abd al-Samad and ‘Affan – Hamad al-Ma’ni‘
:– Simak – Anas b. Malik

Verily, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, sent Abu Bakr al-Siddiq, may Allah
be pleased with him, with Barat (to Makkah). But, when he reached Dhu al-Halifah, he
(the Prophet) – as narrated by ‘Affan – said: “None can convey it except myself or a

(man from my Ahl al-Bayt.” So, he sent ‘Ali with it (instead).(2

Note that Hamad b. Salamah is occasionally referred to as al-Ma’ni, as documented

(: by Ibn Asakir (d. 571 H

 …. تباث نع  ینعملا  هملس  نب  دامح  ان  لااق  یسوم  نبا  ینعی  نسحو  لبش  وبأ  …. 

Abu Shibl and Hasan, that is Ibn .... 

p: 100

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Mizan al-I’tidal fi Naqd - 1
al-Rijal (Beirut: Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Taba’ah wa al-Nashr; 1st edition, 1382 H)
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[annotator: ‘Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi], vol. 2, pp. 232-233, 3548
Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 2

[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 212, 13237
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(Musa – Hamad b. Salamah al-Ma’ni – Thabit....(1

”. Therefore, there should no confusion due to this new phrase “al-Ma’ni

:Shockingly, Shaykh al-Arnaut says about the above chain of Musnad Ahmad

هنتم هراکنل  فیعض  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is da’if due to the repugnancy of its matn (content)(2

This is a rather disturbing manner of weakening asanid! So, if someone does not like
the content of a hadith, he is free to declare its patently reliable sanad as dha’if only

?! on that basis

:Meanwhile, al-Arnaut has authenticated a very similar chain in the same book

ملسم طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ  سنأ ....  نع  تباث  انث  دامح  انث  لااق  نافعو  دمصلا  دبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd al-Samad and ‘Affan – Hamad –‘
(Thabit – Anas.... Its chain is sahih upon the standard of Muslim.(3

The only difference is: instead of Simak, there is Thabit. But, what does al-Arnaut say
:about Simak? Here are his words

هـشئاع نع  هیبأ  نع  مساقلا  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نع  برح  نب  كامـس  انث  لاق  هدئاز  انث  ورمع  نب  هیواعم  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
ملسم طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ  ....

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) - Mu’awiyah b. ‘Amr – Zaidah – Simak b. ‘
Harb – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Qasim – his father – ‘Aishah.... Its chain is sahih upon the

(standard of (Sahih) Muslim.(4

In other words, Shaykh al-Arnaut is fully well aware that the chain of Hadith al-Ada –
which he baselessly discredits – is truly sahih upon the standard of Sahih

p: 101

Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Habat Allah b. ‘Abd Allah, Ibn Asakir al-Shafi’i, - 1
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Tarikh Madinah Dimashq (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1415 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 24, p. 235
Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 2

[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 212, 13237
Ibid, vol. 3, p. 152, 12560 - 3
Ibid, vol. 6, p. 115, 24883 - 4
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!Muslim

:Imam al-Tirmidhi too records about the Prophet’s practicalization of the hadith

نع برح  نب  كامـس  نع  هملـس  نب  دامح  انثدح  لااق  ثراولا  دبع  نب  دمـصلا  دبع  ملـسم و  نب  نافع  انثدح  راشب  نب  دمحم  انثدـح 
نم لجر  لاإ  اذـه  غلبی  نأ  دـحلأ  یغبنی  لاقف لا  هاعد  مث  رکب  یبأ  عم  هءاربب  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  ثعب  لاـق : کـلام  نب  سنأ 

هایإ هاطعأف  ایلع  اعدف  یلهأ 

Muhammad b. Bashar – ‘Affan b. Muslim and ‘Abd al-Samad b. ‘Abd al-Warith –
:Hamad b. Salamah – Simak b. Harb – Anas b. Malik

The Prophet, peace be upon him, sent Abu Bakr with Barat to Makkah. But, he recalled
him and said, “It is NOT right for ANYONE to convey this except a man from my

(family.” So, he summoned ‘Ali and gave it to him.(1

:Al-Tirmidhi says

بیرغ نسح  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith is hasan gharib (i.e. has a hasan chain)(2

:Allamah al-Albani concurs‘

دانسلإا نسح 

(Its chain is hasan(3

:Imam Abu Ya’la al-Mawsili (d. 307 H) also documents

عم هءارب ) _) ثعب ب ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  سنأ : نع  كامـس  انثدح  هملـس  نب  دامح  انثدح  نافع  انثدح  ریهز  انثدح 
یتیب لهأ  نم  لجر  لاإ  اهغلبی  لا  لاقف :  ایلع  ثعبف  هاعد  مث  هکم  لهأ  یلإ  رکب  یبأ 

:Zuhayr – ‘Affan – Hamad b. Salamah – Simak – Anas

Verily, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, sent Abu Bakr with (Barat) to the
people of Makkah. Then he recalled him, and sent ‘Ali (instead), and said, “None can

(convey it except a man from my Ahl al-Bayt.”(4
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Shaykh Dr. Asad

p: 102

Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 1
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 5, p. 275, 3090
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3

Abu Ya’la Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muthanna al-Mawsili al-Tamimi, Musnad (Damascus: Dar - 4
al-Mamun li al-Turath; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 5, p.

412, 3095
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:says

نسح هدانسإ 

(Its chain is hasan.(1

:Shaykh Muhammad Ghazali al-Saqa (d. 1416 H) has his own submission too

همامأ ندبلا  قوسی  هنیدـملا  نم  جرخف  کسانملا ، نیملـسملاب  میقیل  جـحلا ، یلع  اریمأ  رکب  ابأ  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ثعب 
هللا یلص  هللا  لوسر  یلع  ریشأف  جیجحلا ، دفوو  رکب  یبأ  فارـصنا  دعب  هءارب  هروسب  یحولا  لزنو  مارحلا ، دجـسملا  رطـش  ههجو  ایّلوم 
یبأ نب  یّلع  اهب  لسری  نأ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  يأرو  .هّفاک  مسوملا  لهأ  یلع  اهأرقیل  هیلإ  تایلااب  ثعبی  نأ  ملـسو  هیلع 

« یتیب لهأ  نم  لجر  لاإ  یّنع  يدّؤی  لا  : » لائاق بلاط 

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, appointed Abu Bakr the amir over the
Hajj, in order to lead the Muslims in the performance of the Hajj rites. So, he left
Madinah, driving camels ahead of him, turning his face towards the Masjid al-Haram
(in Makkah). Then, wahy (divine revelation) descended with Surah Barat after Abu

.Bakr had left and had reached al-Hajij

So, it was suggested to the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, to send a
messenger with the verses to him (i.e. Abu Bakr) so that he could recite it to all the
pilgrims. But the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, had the opinion that he
should send ‘Ali b. Abi Talib with it (to the Hajj, instead), saying: “None can discharge

(on my behalf except a man from my Ahl al-Bayt.”(2

:Allamah al-Albani says about the report‘

، لاسرم یلع  نب  دمحم  رفعج  یبأ  نع  قاحسإ  نبا  نع  ، 328 / 2 ماشه : نبا  هاور  نسح ، ثیدح 

p: 103

Ibid - 1
Muhammad Ghazali al-Saqa, Fiqh al-Sirah (Damascus: Dar al-Qalam; 1st edition, - 2

1427 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani], p. 417
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.38 - 37 / 5 هخیرات : یف  ریثک  نبا  اهرکذ  اهب ، يوّقتی  دهاوش  هل  نکل 

It is a hasan hadith. Ibn Hisham (2/328) recorded it, from Ibn Ishaq, from Abu Ja’far
Muhammad b. ‘Ali in a mursal manner. However, it has corroborating reports that

(strengthen it. Ibn Kathir (also) mentioned it in his Tarikh (5/37-38).(1

Finally, Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) records Ibn ‘Abbas’ testimony, radhiyallahu ‘anhu,
:that Hadith al-Ada is an exclusive merit of ‘Ali

نب ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  لبنح  نب  دمحأ  نب  هللا  دبع  انث  هباتک  لصأ  نم  دادغبب  یعیطقلا  نادمح  نب  رفعج  نب  دمحأ  رکب  وبأ  انربخأ 
نأ امإ  سابع :  نبا  ای  اولاقف :  طهر  هعـست  هاتأ  ذإ  سابع  نبا  دنع  سلاجل  ینإ  لاق  نومیم  نب  ورمع  انث  جلب  وبأ  انث  هناوع  وبأ  انث  دامح 

 : لاق یمعی  نأ  لبق  حیحـص  ذـئموی  وهو  لاق  مکعم  موقأ  انأ  لب  سابع  نبا  لاـقف  لاـق :  ءـلاؤه  نیب  نم  اـنب  ولخت  نأ  اـمإو  اـنعم  موقت 
هریغ دحلأ  تسیل  لئاضف  هرـشع  عضب  هل  لجر  یف  اوعقو  فتو  فأ  لوقیو  هبوث  ضفنی  ءاجف  لاق  اولاق  ام  يردن  لاف  اوثدحتف  اوؤدتباف 

انأو ینم  وه  لجر  لاإ  اهب  بهذـی  لاقو لا  هنم  اهذـخأف  هفلخ  ایلع  ثعبف  هبوتلا  هروسب  انلاف  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ثعب  .... 
هنم

Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Ja’far b. Hamdan al-Qati’i – ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Hanbal – my

father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) Yahya b. Hamad – Abu Awanah – Abu Balj - ‘Amr b.
:Maymun

I was sitting in the company of Ibn ‘Abbas when nine men came to him and

p: 104

Ibid - 1
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said, “O Ibn ‘Abbas! Either you debate with us, or tell these folks that you prefer a
private debate.” So, Ibn ‘Abbas said, “I would rather participate with you.” In those
days, he had not lost his eye-sight yet. So they started talking, but I was not sure

.exactly what they were talking about

Then he came, squeezing his robe, and saying: “Nonsense! They are attacking a man

who has ten EXCLUSIVE merits.... The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, sent
so-and-so with Surat al-Tawbah. But, he sent ‘Ali to go after him and take it from him,

(and said, “None goes with it except a man who is from me and I am from him.”(1

:Al-Hakim says

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith has a sahih chain.(2

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) corroborates him

حیحص

(Sahih.(3

:Allamah Ahmad Shakir also declares about the sanad‘

حیحص هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih.(4

:Allamah al-Albani too says concerning its chain‘

.نسح هدانسإ 

(Its chain is hasan.(5

:Dr. Al-Jawabirah says the same thing

.نسح هدانسا 
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(Its chain is hasan.(6

:Imam al-Busiri is not left out either, concerning the chain

حیحص دنس 

(A sahih chain.(7

’Hadith Al-Ada, the Report of Zayd B. Yathi ( 11

Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) classifies Hadith al-Ada as “a lie”. Of course, it is
actually hasan, as explicitly declared by both Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) and ‘Allamah

al-Albani (d. 1420 H). Moreover, concerning reports of how the Prophet, sallallahu
‘alaihi wa alihi, implemented Hadith al-Ada in the case of Abu Bakr, the Shaykh further

:states

هب ءاج  ءیش  وه  یتیب  لهأ  نم  لجر  لاإ  ینع  يدؤی  هلوقو لا  نیدلا  راعش  باتک  یف  یباطخلا  لاقو 

p: 105

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 143, 4652
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Dar al-Hadith; 1st - 4
edition, 1416 H) [annotator: Ahmad Muhammad Shakir], vol. 1, p. 331, 3062

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 5
al-Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1410 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-

Din al-Albani], vol. 2, p. 565, 1188
Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 6
al-Sunnah (Dar al-Sami’i li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’) [annotator: Dr. Basim b. Faysal al-

Jawabirah], vol. 1, pp. 799-800, 1222
Ahmad b. Abi Bakr b. Isma’il al-Busiri, Itihaf al-Khiyarah al-Maharah bi Zawaid al- - 7

Masanid al-‘Ashara (Riyadh: Dar al-Watan; 1st edition, 1420 H), vol. 7, p. 184, 6630
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ضفرلا یلإ  بوسنم  هیاورلا  یف  مهتم  وهو  عیثی  نب  دیز  نع  هفوکلا  لهأ 

Al-Khattabi said in Kitab Shi’ar al-Din: “And his statement ‘None can discharge on my

behalf except except a man from my Ahl al-Bayt’, it is something brought by the
people of Kufa from Zayd b. Yathi’, and he is accused in narrations. He is attributed to

(al-rafdh (hardline anti-Abu Bakr Shi’ism).”(1

Ibn Taymiyyah has approvingly quoted, and has relied upon and adopted, al-
.Khattabi’s opinion. Therefore, he is bound by its consequences

Our Shaykh suggests that the reports of the Messenger’s implementation of Hadith
al-Ada – in which the above-quoted phrase is mentioned – are narrated only by
Kufans from a single man: Zayd b. Yathi’. This Zayd is accused in narrations –
according to Ibn Taymiyyah – and has been attributed to al-rafdh. If what Shaykh Ibn
Taymiyyah says were true, then the hadith would be mawdu’ (fabricated). However,

?is it so

In the last chapter, we have presented different reliable chains of the reports (of the
implementation), and none of them includes Zayd b. Yathi’. That alone exposes our
dear Shaykh’s submission as a blatant distortion of reality. Zayd b. Yathi’ is not the

!only source of the reports

But then, has Zayd b. Yathi’ really being accused in narrations? We will mention first
the scholars of rijal who had commented about Zayd before Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah

:(d. 728 H). Imam Muhammad b. Sa’d (d. 230 H) submits

ثیدحلا لیلق  ناکو  نامیلا  نب  هفیذحو  یلع  نع  يور   : عیثی نب  دیز 

Zayd

p: 106

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 5, p. 63
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b. Yathi’: He narrated from ‘Ali and Hudhayfah b. al-Yaman, and he narrated few
(ahadith.(1

:Imam al-‘Ijli (d. 261 H) also states

یعبات هقث  یفوک  عیثی  نب  دیز 

(Zayd b. Yathi’: A Kufan, thiqah (trustworthy), a Tabi’i.(2

:Ibn Abi Hatim (d. 327 H) makes a mistake in the surname

.کلذ لوقی  یبأ  تعمس  ینادمهلا  قاحسإ  وبأ  هنع  يور  هفیذحو  رذ  یبأو  یلع  نع  يور  یفوکلا  ینادمهلا  عیفن  نب  دیز 

Zayd b. Nafi’ al-Hamadani al-Kufi: He narrated from ‘Ali, Abu Dharr and Hudhayfah,
(and Abu Ishaq al-Hamadani narrated from him. I heard this from my father.(3

Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H) has also included him in his book of thiqah (trustworthy)
:narrators

یعیبسلا قاحسإ  وبأ  هنع  يور  یلع  نع  يوری  یفوک  ینادمهلا  عیثی  نب  دیز 

Zayd b. Yathi’ al-Hamadani: A Kufan, he narrated from ‘Ali, and Abu Ishaq al-Sabi’i
(narrated from him.(4

In addition to al-‘Ijli and Ibn Hibban, Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) too considers Zayd b.
:Yathi’ to be thiqah (trustworthy). He mentions this chain in his book

نب قاحـسإ  نب  دمحم  انث  يرهوجلا  هللا  دبع  نب  دمحم  ینربخأو  نافع  نب  یلع  نب  نسحلا  انث  بوقعی  نب  دـمحم  سابعلا  وبأ  انثدـح 
هنع هللا  یضر  یلع  نع  عیثی  نب  دیز  نع  قاحسإ  وبأ  انث  یساورلا  قوزرم  نب  لیضف  انث  يرماعلا  نافع  نب  یلع  نب  نسحلا  انث  همیزخ 

Abu al-‘Abbas Muhammad b. Ya’qub – al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. ‘Affan – Muhammad b. ‘Abd
Allah al-Jawhari – Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Khuzaymah – al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. ‘Affan

’ – al-‘Amiri – Fudhayl b. Marzuq al-Ruwasi – Abu Ishaq – Zayd b. Yathi

p: 107

Muhammad b. Sa’d, al-Tabaqat al-Kubra (Beirut: Dar al-Sadir), vol. 6, p. 222 - 1
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Abu al-Hasan Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Salih al-‘Ijli al-Kufi, Ma’rifat al-Thiqat - 2
(Madinah: Maktabah al-Dar; 1st edition, 1405 H), vol. 1, p. 380, 535

Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Hatim Muhamamd b. Idris b. al-Munzir al- - 3
Tamimi al-Hanzali al-Razi, al-Jarh wa al-Ta’dil (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi;

1st edition, 1371 H), vol. 3, p. 573, 2598
Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad al-Tamimi al-Busti, Kitab al-Thiqat - 4

(Hyderabad: Majlis Dairat al-Ma’arif al-‘Uthmaniyyah; 1st edition, 1398 H), vol. 4, p. 251

On The Khilafah Of ‘Ali Over Abu BakrGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 165 of 322

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(Ali, may Allah be pleased with him.(1‘

:Commenting on the sanad, al-Hakim says

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith has a sahih chain.(2

It is noteworthy that NONE of the classical Sunni muhadithun ever accused Zayd b.
Yathi’ of anything – whether lying, fabrication or al-rafdh. Rather, three of them called
him thiqah (trustworthy). This reveals yet another disturbing foul play by our dear

.Shaykh, Ibn Taymiyyah

What about the rijal scholars after Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H)? Al-Hakim further records
:this chain in his al-Mustadrak

نع عیثی  نب  دیز  نع  قاحسإ  یبأ  نع  نایفس  نع  صفح  نب  نیسحلا  انث  یناهفصلأا  میهاربإ  نب  دمحم  انث  رافصلا  هللا  دبع  وبأ  انربخأ 
هنع هللا  یضر  هفیذح 

Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Saffar – Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Isfahani – al-Husayn b. Hafs –
(Sufyan – Abu Ishaq – Zayd b. Yathi’ – Hudhayfah, may Allah be pleased with him.(3

:Al-Hakim says

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.(4

:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) confirms

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

(Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim.(5)

We do not know on what ground both al-Hakim and al-Dhahabi have placed Zayd on
the standard of the two Shaykhs, since neither of them has relied upon him in his
Sahih. However, their main message – that he is thiqah (trustworthy) is unmistakable
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:from their respective verdicts. Elsewhere, the same al-Dhahabi also says

قثو طقف  قاحسإ  وبأ  هنعو  رذ  یبأو  رکب  یبأ  نع  عیثی  نب  دیز 

Zayd b. Yathi’: He narrated from Abu Bakr and Abu Dharr, and only Abu Ishaq
.narrated from him

p: 108

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 73, 4434
Ibid - 2

Ibid, vol. 4, p. 521, 8462 - 3
Ibid - 4
Ibid - 5
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(He has been graded thiqah (trustworthy).(1

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) also states

مرضخم هقث  یفوکلا  ینادمهلا  عیثی …  نب  دیز 

Zayd b. Yathi’.... al-Hamadani al-Kufi: Thiqah (trustworthy). He witnessed both the
(Jahiliyyah and the Islamic era.(2

In simple summary, these are the conclusions so far from our investigations in this
:chapter

Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s suggestion that reports of the Prophet’s implementation of . 1
Hadith al-Ada has been narrated by only Zayd b. Yathi’ is nothing but a complete

.fallacy

His claims that Zayd b. Yathi’ was accused in narrations and that he was attributed . 2
to al-rafdh are both patent untruths, with absolutely no basis. Rather, Zayd b. Yathi’ in
reality narrated ahadith from Abu Bakr, and is thiqah (trustworthy) according to

!several top-ranking Sunni muhadithun

The most interesting part, however, is that Zayd b. Yathi’ actually also narrated about
the Messenger’s implementation of Hadith al-Ada from two grand Sahabis - Abu Bakr
and ‘Ali – with reliable chains! It is noteworthy that even without any report from Zayd
b. Yathi’, the incident is reliably transmitted nonetheless, through other routes.
Therefore, its authenticity is not dependent in any way upon Zayd b. Yathi’ or his
reports. But, the ahadith of Zayd b. Yathi’ provide additional grounds of authenticity

.for that crucial episode in Islamic history

Zayd b. Yathi’s hadith from Abu Bakr is documented by Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241
(: H

هللا یلـص  یبنلا  نأ  رکب : یبأ  نع  عیثی  نب  دیز  نع  قاحـسإ  وبأ  لاق  لیئارـسإ  لاق  لاق  عیکو  انث  لاق  یبأ  ینثدـح  لاق  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
هیلع

p: 109
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Shams al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. al-Dhahabi al-Dimashqi, al- - 1
Kashif fi Ma’rifat Man Lahu Riwayat fi al-Kutub al-Sittah (Jeddah: Dar al-Qiblah li al-

Thaqafat al-Islamiyyah; 1st edition, 1413 H), vol. 1, p. 419, 1759
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 2
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 332,

2166
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لاق لعفف  لاق  تنأ  اهغلبو  رکب  ابأ  یلع  درف  هقحلأ  هنع  یلاعت  هللا  یضر  یلعل  لاق  مث  اثلاث  اهب  راسف  هکم ....  لهلأ  هءاربب  هثعب  ملـس  و 
ترمأ نکلو  ریخ  لاإ  کیف  ثدح  ام  لاق  ءیش  یف  ثدح  هللا  لوسر  ای  لاق  یکب  رکب  وبأ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  یلع  مدق  املف 

ینم لجر  وأ  انأ  لاإ  هغلبی  نأ لا 

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Waki’ – Israil – Abu Ishaq – Zayd b. Yathi’ –‘
:Abu Bakr

The Prophet, peace be upon him, sent me with Barat to the people of Makkah.... I
journeyed with it for three days. Then, he (the Prophet) said to ‘Ali, may Allah the
Almighty be pleased with him, “Meet him, and ask Abu Bakr to return to me, and
convey it yourself”. So, he did so. When I got to the Prophet, peace be upon him, I
wept and said, “O Messenger of Allah, has something happened about me”? He
replied, “Nothing happened about you except a good thing. However, I HAVE BEEN
(COMMANDED that none can convey it (i.e. Barat) except myself or a man from me.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

عیثی نب  دیز  ریغ  نیخیشلا  لاجر  تاقث  هلاجر  فیعض  هدانسإ 

Its chain is dha’if. Its narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), narrators of the two Shaykhs,
(except Zayd b. Yathi’.(2

Of course, Zayd b. Yathi’ is thiqah (trustworthy) too, as we have proved. Al-Arnaut’s
submission is surprising – considering his calibre - since it has absolutely no basis! It is

obvious that he only

p: 110

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 3, 4

Ibid - 2
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seeks – in line with his custom – to salvage the face of his beloved spiritual father, Ibn
Taymiyyah, by boosting the latter’s ranks in his distortions. That, however, does both

.of them no good

The above sahih report of Zayd b. Yathi’ confirms that the order to replace Abu Bakr
came directly from Allah. Moreover, it was a command that must be obeyed by the
Messenger and his entire Ummah, and not merely a piece of advice or a

.recommendation

:The same report is also recorded by Imam Abu Ya’la al-Mawsili (d. 307 H) his Musnad

هللا یلص  یبنلا  نأ  قیدصلا  رکب  یبأ  نع  عیثی  نب  دیز  نع  قاحسإ  یبأ  نع  لیئارسإ  انثدح  عیکو  انثدح  لیعامسإ  نب  قاحـسإ  انثدح 
یلع مدـق  املف  لاق :  لعفف  لاق  اهغلبو  رکب  ابأ  یلع  درف  هقحلا  یلعل  لاق  مث  اثلاث  اـهب  راـسف   .... هکم لـهأ  یلإ  هءاربب  هثعب  ملـس  هیلع و 

ترمأ ینأ  لاإ  ریخ  لاإ  کیف  ثدح  ام  لاق :  مث  لاق  ءیش ؟  یف  ثدحأ  هللا  لوسر  ای  لاقو :  یکب  رکب  وبأ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا 
ینم لجر  وأ  انأ  لاإ  غلبی  نأ لا  کلذب : 

:Ishaq b. Isma’il – Waki’ – Israil – Abu Ishaq – Zayd b. Yathi’ – Abu Bakr al-Siddiq

The Prophet, peace be upon him, sent me with Barat to the people of Makkah.... I
journeyed with it for three days. Then, he (the Prophet) said to ‘Ali, “Meet him, and ask

Abu Bakr to return to me, and convey it”. So, he did. When I got to

p: 111
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the Prophet, peace be upon him, I wept and said, “O Messenger of Allah, has
something happened about me”? He replied, “Nothing happened about you except a
good thing. However, I HAVE BEEN COMMANDED with it, that none can convey it (i.e.

(Barat) except myself or a man from me.”(1

:Shaykh Dr. Husayn Asad Salim, the annotator, says

تاقث هلاجر 

(Its narrators are thiqah (trustworthy).(2

Zayd b. Yathi’s report from Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam, is documented by Imam

:al-Nasai (d. 303 H). He records

نع قاحـسإ  یبأ  نع  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نب  سنوی  نع  دارق  ناوزغ  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  همـساو  حون  وبأ  انثدح  لاق  دـمحم  نب  سابعلا  انربخأ 
باتکلا ذخ  هل  لاقف  یلعب  هعبتا  مث  رکب  یبأ  عم  هکم  لهأ  یلإ  هءاربب  ثعب  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  یلع : نع  عیثی  نب  دیز 

ینإ لاق لا  ءیش  یف  لزنأ  هللا  لوسر  ای  لاقف  بیئک  وهو  رکب  وبأ  فرـصناف  هنم  باتکلا  تذخأف  هتقحلف  لاق  هکم  لهأ  یلإ  هب  ضماف 
یتیب لهأ  نم  لجر  وأ  انأ  هغلبأ  نأ  ترمأ 

Al-‘Abbas b. Muhammad – Abu Nuh, his name is ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ghazwan Qurad –
:Yunus b. Abi Ishaq – Abu Ishaq – Zayd b. Yathi’ – ‘Ali

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, sent Barat to the people of Makkah with

Abu Bakr. Then he sent me after him, and said to me, “Take the document and go with

it to the people of Makkah.” I met him and took the document from him. So, Abu Bakr
headed back, weeping. Then he said, “O Messenger

p: 112

Abu Ya’la Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muthanna al-Mawsili al-Tamimi, Musnad (Damascus: Dar - 1
al-Mamun li al-Turath; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 1, p.

100, 104
Ibid - 2
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of Allah, has something (bad) been revealed (from heaven) about me?” He replied,
“No. (But) I have been COMMANDED to either convey it myself or a man from my Ahl

(al-Bayt should convey it.”(1

:Al-Hafiz says about the first narrator

ظفاح هقث  لصلأا  یمزراوخ  يدادغبلا  لضفلا  وبأ  يرودلا  متاح  نب  دمحم  نب  سابع 

Abbas b. Muhammad b. Hatim al-Dawri Abu al-Fadhl al-Baghdadi, originally from‘
(Khawarazm: Thiqah (trustworthy), hafiz (the hadith scientist).(2

:The second narrator is like that too, according to al-Hafiz

هقث دارقب .…  فورعملا  حون  وبأ  ناوزغ .…  نب  نمحرلا  دبع 

Abd al-Rahman b. Ghazwan .... Abu Nuh, better known as Qurad ....: Thiqah‘
((trustworthy).(3

:What of the third narrator? Al-Hafiz states

لایلق مهی  قودص  یفوکلا  لیئارسإ  وبأ  یعیبسلا  قاحسإ  یبأ  نب  سنوی 

Yunus b. Abi Ishaq al-Sabi’i, Abu Israil al-Kufi: Saduq (very truthful), hallucinates a
(little.(4

The status of Abu Ishaq and Zayd b. Yathi’ is already known. Both are thiqah
(trustworthy). Abu Ishaq in particular is a narrator of both Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih
Muslim, as further confirmed by Shaykh al-Arnaut. As such, the above hadith is hasan

.due to Yunus b. Abu Ishaq

With the undeniable authenticity of Zayd b. Yathi’s reports, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah

.loses completely, and is shamed on all fronts concerning Hadith al-Ada

Hadith Al-Ada, Revealing Ibn Taymiyyah’s Fears ( 12

Hadith al-Ada – in its theoretical and practical forms - has been authentically
:transmitted from the following Sahabah – in line with our preceding research
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Habashi b. Junadah . 1

Anas b. Malik . 2

Ibn ‘Abbas, radhiyallahu ‘anhu . 3

Abu Bakr . 4

Imam ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam . 5

Meanwhile, it has equally been narrated by a sixth

p: 113

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad b. Shu’ayb al-Nasai, Sunan al-Kubra (Beirut: Dar al- - 1
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Dr. ‘Abd al-Ghaffar Sulayman al-

Bandari and Sayyid Kasrawi Hasan], vol. 5, p. 128, 8461
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 2
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 475,

3200
Ibid, vol. 1, p. 586, 3991 - 3
Ibid, vol. 2, p. 348, 7928 - 4
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(: Sahabi, as documented by Imam Ibn Asakir (d. 571 H

يذمرتلا دادش  نب  دمحأ  ان  یشاشلا  بیلک  نب  مثیهلا  انأ  یعازخلا  مساقلا  وبأ  انأ  یلیلخلا  مساقلا  وبأ  انأ  یلیضفلا  لیـضفلا  وبأ  انربخأ 
له تلقف  صاقو  یبأ  نب  دعـس  تیقلف  هکم  تیتأ  لاق  کلام  نب  ثراحلا  نع  کیرـش  نب  هللا  دـبع  نع  لیئارـسإ  ان  مداـف  نب  یلع  اـن 

ملاـسلا هیلع  حون  رمع  لثم  اهیف  رمعأ  ایندلا  نم  یلإ  بحأ  نهنم  هدـحاو  یل  نوکت  نلأ  اعبرأ  هل  تدهـش  دـق  لاق  هیقنم  یلعل  تعمس 
اهذـخف رکب  ابأ  عبتا  یلعل  لاق  مث  هلیلو  اموی  اـهب  راـسف  شیرق  یکرـشم  یلإ  هءاربب  رکب  اـبأ  ثعب  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نإ 

وأ ینم  لجر  وأ  انأ  لاإ  ینع  غلبی  سیل  هنأ  لاإ  ریخ  لاإ  لاق لا  ئـش  یب  لزنأ  هللا  لوسر  ای  لاقف  رکب  وبأ  عجرف  رکب  ابأ  یلع  درو  اهغلبف 
یتیب لهأ  نم  لاق 

Abu al-Fudhayl al-Fudhayli – Abu al-Qasim al-Khalili – Abu al-Qasim al-Khuza’i – al-
Haytham b. Kulayb al-Shashi – Ahmad b. Shaddad al-Tirmidhi – ‘Ali b. Fadim – Israil –

:‘Abd Allah b. Sharik – al-Harith b. Malik

I met Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas in Makkah and said, “Did you hear any merit of ‘Ali?” He
replied, “I have witnessed four merits of his. If I had just one of them, it would more

beloved to me than the world in which I would last like the lifetime of Nuh, peace be
upon him (i.e. 950 years). Verily, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, sent Abu

Bakr with Barat to the polytheists of

p: 114
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Quraysh (in Makkah). So, he journeyed with it for one day and one night. Then, he (the
Prophet) said to ‘Ali, “Pursue Abu Bakr and take it and convey it, and tell Abu Bakr to
return.” So, Abu Bakr returned and said, “O Messenger of Allah, has something (bad)
been revealed about me (from heaven)?” He (the Prophet) replied, “No, except what is
good. But, none can convey on my behalf except myself or a man from me” or he said,

(“from my Ahl al-Bayt”.(1

This gives us six Sahabah in total (and five for the practicalized version of Hadith al-
Ada), and almost all the chains are either sahih or hasan. Although there are slight
discrepancies among them, all the reports agree on the main facts: that the
Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, first sent Abu Bakr, then sent Amir al-
Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam, in his stead, and then announced and applied Hadith al-Ada.
These ahadith are the most authentic reports on that incident, due to their sihat

.(reliable chains) and mutual corroboration

The hadith proves a fundamental point: there are certain roles and functions in this
Ummah that only the Prophet of Allah can discharge. This is by Allah’s Decree.
Moreover, there are others that can be discharged either by him or any other Muslim.
When Surah al-Tawbah was first revealed, it was of the “general” class. However,
Allah abrogated that status and placed it on the exclusive list of His Messenger. As a

result, it technically became illegal for

p: 115

Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Habat Allah b. ‘Abd Allah, Ibn Asakir al-Shafi’i, - 1
Tarikh Madinah Dimashq (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1415 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 42, p. 117
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.any creature to convey it to the people except the Prophet

However, Allah also makes a very special exception to this rule. In any case that His
Messenger is unable to discharge his exclusive function for any reason, then the job
falls on a male member of his Ahl al-Bayt. But, it is not just any male relative of his.
The man must be from him (i.e. the Prophet), and he too must be from the man. Other

than such a man, no one else has any right or legitimate authority to act on behalf of
the Messenger in any matter on his divinely-designed exclusive list. He also

specifically named ‘Ali. Therefore, as long as ‘Ali was alive, no one else could fulfil that
.role

It is further noteworthy that the Prophet mentioned “discharge” without qualifying it.
If he had said “discharge my duties”, then his liabilities would have been excluded and
vice versa. By leaving it unrestricted, the Messenger of Allah – in his great wisdom –
includes anything and everything that he could discharge exclusively. As such, all his
exclusive duties, responsibilities, liabilities and so on are fully covered by Hadith al-

.Ada

Duties, responsibilities and liabilities that have been limited exclusively to the

Messenger of Allah – in the Qur’an and Sunnah – are several. However, we will focus
.on one of them here

Is judicial sovereignty over the believers an exclusive title of the Prophet? Or, is it a
:shared authority? The Qur’an provides an explicit answer

یتح نونمؤی  کبرو لا  لاف 

p: 116
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امیلست اوملسیو  تیضق  امم  اجرح  مهسفنأ  یف  اودجی  مث لا  مهنیب  رجش  امیف  كومکحی 

But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they make YOU (Muhammad) the
judge in WHATSOEVER dispute there is between them, and find in themselves no
resistance against WHATSOEVER judgement you give, and submit with absolute

(submission.(1

This verse is about all believers till the Day of Resurrection. None can be a true
believer unless he makes the Messenger of Allah his judge in absolutely all matters of
dispute – no matter the nature – between him and any other Muslim. Al-Hafiz Ibn

:Kathir (d. 774 H) further explains

هب مکح  امف  روملأا ،  عیمج  یف  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  لوسرلا  مکحَُی  یتح  دحأ  نمؤی  هنأ لا  هسدـقملا :  همیرکلا  هسفنب  یلاعت  مسقی 
ارهاظو انطاب  هل  دایقنلاا  بجی  يذلا  قحلا  وهف 

Allah swears by His Holy Self: that none can be a believer until he makes the
Messenger, peace be upon him, the judge IN ALL MATTERS, and whatever he (the

(Prophet) judges is the truth that must be submitted to, inwardly and outwardly.(2

A key fact in the above verse is that this authority is absolutely limited to the Prophet.
None whatsoever shares it with him. It also remains with him, and exclusive to him, till
the Hour. Moreover, the authority binds every single Muslim, whatsoever his rank,
status or office. It is a condition of faith. Without it, there is no iman. So, if one must be

a believer (and he must), then he must also

p: 117

Qur’an 4:65 - 1
Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. ‘Umar b. Kathir al-Qurshi al-Dimashqi, Tafsir al-Qur’an - 2
al-‘Azim (Dar al-Taybah li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 2nd edition, 1420 H) [annotator: Sami

b. Muhammad Salamah], vol. 2, p. 349
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adopt the Prophet as his judge in every instance of dispute between him and another
.Muslim

Many contemporary Muslims would think that making the Messenger of Allah our
judge only means adopting his Sunnah to resolve our disputes. Their reasoning would

be that his Sunnah has taken his place since he is no longer physically present among

us. However, such a thought is nothing but a misconstruction of the noble verse. The
Sunnah mostly concerns jurisprudential and judicial matters. Meanwhile, the

Prophet’s judicial sovereignty extends into even completely secular, personal

matters. Moreover, each case must be decided on the basis of its special

circumstances. Therefore, there are instances where the judge must exercise
personal discretion and flexibility in Shari’i issues, and equally in matters of no
religious significance – something that is sometimes impossible with the rigid, non-
secular Sunnah. A quick look at the circumstance of descent of the noble verse

:reveals the correctness of our submissions. Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) records

ینثدح لاق  جیرج  نبا  ینربخأ  لاق  دلخم  انربخأ  دمحم  انثدح 

 : هثدح هنأ  ریبزلا  نب  هورع  نع  باهش  نبا 

هرمأف ریبز -  ای  قسا  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاقف  لخنلا  اهب  یقـسی  هرحلا  نم  جارـش  یف  ریبزلا  مصاخ  راصنلأا  نم  لاجر  نأ 
قسا لاق  مث  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  هجو  نولتف  کتمع ؟  نبا  ناک  نآ  يراصنلأا  لاقف  .كراج  یلإ  لسرأ  مث  فورعملاب - 

لاف  } کلذ یف  تلزنأ  هیلآا  هذه  نإ  هللاو  ریبزلا  لاقف  هقح  هل  یعوتساو   . ردجلا یلإ  ءاملا  عجری  یتح  سبحا  مث 
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 .} مهنیب رجش  امیف  كومکحی  یتح  نونمؤی  کبرو لا 

:Narrated ‘Urwah b. al-Zubayr

An Ansari man quarrelled with al-Zubayr about a canal in the Harrah which was used
for irrigating date-palms. So, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, ordering
him to be considerate, said, “O Zubayr! Irrigate (your land) first and then leave the
water for your neighbour.” As a result, the Ansari said, “Is it because he is your aunt’s
son?” On that the colour of the face of the Messenger of Allah changed and he said,
“(O Zubayr!) Irrigate (your land) and withhold the water till it reaches the walls that are
between the pits around the trees.” So, the Messenger of Allah gave him his full right.
Al-Zubayr said, “By Allah, the following verse was revealed in that connection: ‘But no,
by your Lord, they can have no faith until they make you the judge in whatsoever

(dispute there is between them.’”(1

Look at what this man from the Ansar uttered to the Prophet and compare it with

!Sunni claims about the Sahabah

:Anyway, the following points are obvious from the narration

The dispute was between two Muslims, rather two Sahabis – one a Muhajir and the . 1
.other an Ansari

.The dispute was about the use of water flowing through a canal – a secular matter . 2

The canal passed through al-Zubayr’s land, and he used to withhold its flow into the . 3
Ansari’s land. Al-Zubayr would irrigate his own land with all its water – a personal

.matter

.4
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The Messenger gave two different judgements on the case, both of them involving
the use of personal discretion and flexibility. He first ordered al-Zubayr to allow the
water flow to get to the Ansari’s land too. But, due to the insolence of the latter, he

.changed the verdict right then and there

Obviously, in order to exercise the judicial sovereignty of the Prophet of Allah, his
Sunnah alone is not enough. He must be personally present to determine each case
according to its merit, and to exercise personal discretion and flexibility wherever

.necessary

Another point to further highlight is that even some punishments within the Shari’ah
are also deferred to the personal discretion of the judge. For instance, Imam al-

:Tirmidhi records

نب رباج  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نع  راسی  نب  نامیلس  نع  جشلأا  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  ریکب  نع  بیبح  یبأ  نب  دیزی  نع  ثیللا  انثدح  هبیتق  انثدح 
هللا دودح  نم  دح  یف  لاا  تادلج  رشع  قوف  دلجی  ملس لا  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق : رانید  نب  هدرب  یبا  نع  هللا  دبع 

Qutaybah – al-Layth – Yazid b. Abi Habib – Bukayr b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Ashja’ –
:Sulayman b. Yasar – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah – Abu Bardah b. Dinar

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “None is to be given more than ten
strokes of the cane (in punishment) except in the case of punishments immutably

(fixed by Allah.”(1

:Al-Tirmidhi comments

ملعلا لهأ  فلتخا  دقو  جشلأا  نب  ریکب  ثیدح  نم  لاإ  هفرعن  بیرغ لا  نسح  ثیدح  اذه 
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ثیدحلا اذه  زیزعتلا  یف  يور  ءیش  نسحأو  ریزعتلا  یف 

This hadith is hasan gharib (i.e. has a hasan chain). We do not know it except through
the hadith of Bukayr b. al-Ashja’. The scholars have differed about al-ta’zir (i.e. the
use of personal discretion in awarding penalties). The best thing narrated about ta’zir

(is this hadith.(1

:Allamah al-Albani, on his part, only says‘

حیحص

(Sahih(2

:The hadith establishes two crucial points

There are some crimes whose penalties Allah has immutably fixed. In such cases, . 1
.the judge must abide by the fixed penalities set by Allah

There are also crimes whose penalties Allah has NOT fixed. In such cases, the judge . 2
.has the discretion to award up to ten strokes of the cane against the convict

As such, in many secular and Shari’i issues, the Messenger has an obligation to apply
personal discretion - considering the unique circumstances of each case - in making

his judgements. Doesn’t this require his physical presence to fulfill, rather than merely

?records of his Sunnah

This takes us back to the time of Abu Bakr! Who was the sovereign judge of the
believers immediately after the demise of the Prophet? After all, the latter was no
longer available to exercise his authority. Therefore, someone must take over his
responsibility in his name. So, to whom must all Muslims all over the world refer all
their disputes for judgment in lieu of the Messenger of Allah? The hadith is clear: it

was Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib! The Prophet never left

p: 121

Ibid - 1

On The Khilafah Of ‘Ali Over Abu BakrGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 183 of 322

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12665/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_121_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12665/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_121_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Ibid - 2
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:his Ummah in disarray. If ‘Ali was alive, then no one else could be sovereign judge

یلع وأ  انأ  لاإ  ینع  يدؤی  لاو  یلع  نم  انأو  ینم  یلع 

Ali is from me and I am from ‘Ali, and none can discharge on my behalf except myself

.or ‘Ali

:If he was dead, then another male from the Ahl al-Bayt must fill the post

یتیب لهأ  نم  لجر  لاإ  یّنع  يدّؤی  لا 

.None can discharge on my behalf except a man from my Ahl al-Bayt

But, what happened? Even though he was fully aware of these ahadith (as they
involved his case), Abu Bakr seized the reins of the Prophet’s role as the sovereign
judge of the Ummah! Then, matters of dispute – including those involving ‘Ali – must

!be referred to him for judgment! Things turned really upside down

:There are only two explanations here

Abu Bakr assumed that the Messenger’s juridical sovereignty over his Ummah had . 1
ceased. So, Abu Bakr was only discharging the role in Abu Bakr’s name and on Abu

.Bakr’s independent authority

Abu Bakr believed that the Prophet’s jurisdiction remained, and that he (Abu Bakr) . 2
.was only exercising the latter’s authority on his behalf over his Ummah

.Neither of the options offers any good news to Abu Bakr and his followers

The most interesting side to all of this is that whosoever holds the Prophet’s judicial
sovereignty on his behalf is necessarily the true khalifah. Only a khalifah can

:legitimately exercise such a level of authority, apart from a prophet

هفیلخ كانلعج  انإ  دوواد  ای 
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قحلاب سانلا  نیب  مکحاف  ضرلأا  یف 

O Dawud! We have appointed you a khalifah over the earth. Therefore, judge
(between mankind with the truth.(1

Hadith Al-Qital, Ibn Taymiyyah Charges Imam ‘Ali With Mass Murder ( 13

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

کلذ ببـسب  لتقو  هیلاولا  یلع  لتاق  ایلع  نإف  نامثع  نع  هنم  يوقأب  رذـتعی  هیلع  رکنأ  امیف  یلع  نع  هب  رذـتعی  اـم  نأ  اـنه  دوصقملاو 
ریخ هدایز  یف  نوملسملا  ناک  لاو  مهدلابل  حتف  لاو  رافکلل  لاتق  هتیلاو لا  یف  لصحی  ملو  میظع  ریثک  قلخ 

The intention here is that whatever is used to excuse ‘Ali from the criticisms against
him, such also exonerate ‘Uthman at an even greater level. This is because ‘Ali fought
for power, and murdered an extremely large number of people to achieve that. And
he did not achieve during his government – he did not fight the pagans, nor did he
conquer their (pagans’) land. Moreover, the Muslims did not experience any increase

(in goodness.(2

:He adds

یتلا داهتجلاا  لئاسم  نم  هلعف  امو  هریثک  لااومأ  مهیطعیو  مهیلاوی  ناکو  هیمأ  ینب  بحی  ناک  هنع  هللا  یـضر  نامثع  نأ  رکنن  ـلا  نحنو 
نومیقی نیذـلا  نیملـسملا  نم  اریثک  اقلخ  لتقو  لتاقو  هبراقأ  یلو  ایلع  نأ  رکنن  اننأ لا  امک  ضرغ  مهل  سیل  نیذـلا  ءاملعلا  اهیف  ملکت 

نوموصیو هاکزلا  نوتؤیو  هلاصلا 

We do not deny that ‘Uthman, may Allah be pleased with him, used to love Banu
Umayyah, and used to befriend them and gave them lots of money. What he did was

from matters of ijtihad (personal opinions) which the unbiased scholars criticize, just
as we do not deny that ‘Ali put his
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al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad
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relatives in power, and fought, and murdered a lot of Muslims who used to perform
(Salat, and used to give Zakat, and used to fast.(1

These are terribly disturbing accusations. Considering that our Sunni brothers always

claim all the Sahabah were saints, one wonders where in their theology the above
allegations fit in. If ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, was indeed a power-hungry mass murderer –
?as the Shaykh has alleged – then how exactly was he a saint at all in their madhhab

But, our Shaykh has not finished yet. In his view, the defensive battles of Amir al-
Muminin against the insurgents - led by Mu’awiyah and ‘Aishah - who rose in bloody

:armed rebellion against him, had nothing to do with Islam

وهف یلعو  نامثع  نع  بذلا  بجو  اذإف  هجوأ  امهریغ  یف  نعطلاف  لاملا  ذـخلأ  لاتاق  امهنأ  قورافلاو  قیدـصلا  یف  نعطی  نأ  زاج  نإف 
نیدلا یلع  لااتق  اذه  لعجی  فیکف  لاوملأاو  سوفنلا  یف  فرصتیو  عاطیل  لتاقی  یلعو  بجوأ  رمعو  رکب  یبأ  نع 

If it is permissible to criticize (Abu Bakr) al-Siddiq and (‘Umar) al-Faruq on the basis
that they both fought in order to collect wealth, then criticism of others apart from
them both is even more correct. If it is necessary to defend ‘Uthman and ‘Ali, then
defence of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar is even more necessary. ‘Ali used to fight to make

people obey him and to have control over souls and wealth. How can this be
(categorized as fighting for the religion?(2

In fact, our Shaykh thinks that the evidence suggesting
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that ‘Ali had become a pagan through his fighting and killings are strong and
:supported by sahih ahadith

لاق دقو  هتـسایر  یلع  هلوسرو  هللا  رمأ  ریغب  مهلتاقو  نیملـسملا  ءامد  لحتـسا  دق  یلع  بصاونلا  مکل  تلاق  ول  هضفارلا  ءلاؤهل  لاقی  مث 
یلع نوکیف  ضعب  باقر  مکضعب  برضی  ارافک  يدعب  اوعجرت  لاو  لاقو  رفک  هلاتقو  قوسف  ملسملا  بابس  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا 
نمف داسف  سوفنلا  لتق  نولوقیف  اضیأو  هحیحـص  اهب  اوجتحا  یتلا  ثیداحلأا  نـلأ  مهتجح  نم  يوقأ  مکتجح  نکت  مل  کلذـل  ارفاـک 

نیذلل اهلعجن  هرخلاا  رادلا  کلت  لوقی  یلاعت  هللاو  نوعرف  لاح  اذـهو  داسفلاو  ضرلأا  یف  ولعلل  ادـیرم  ناک  هتعاط  یلع  سوفنلا  لتق 
هرخلاا یف  هداعـسلا  لهأ  نم  نکی  مل  داسفلاو  ضرلأا  یف  ولعلا  دارأ  نمف  نیقتملل  هبقاـعلاو  اداـسف  ـلاو  ضرـلأا  یف  اولع  نودـیری  ـلا 
هاکزلا نإف  هتعاک  یلع  هلوسرو لا  هللا  هعاط  یلع  مهلتاق  امنإ  قیدـصلا  نإف  هاـکزلا  یعناـملو  نیدـترملل  قیدـصلا  لاـتقک  اذـه  سیلو 

وه عاطیل  لتاق  نم  فلاخب  اهئادأ  یلعو  اهب  رارقلإا  لالع  مهلتاقف  مهیلع  ضرف 

Then it is said to the Rafidhah (i.e. Shi’is). If the Nawasib (i.e. haters of ‘Ali) said to you
(i.e. Shi’is): ‘Ali made it permissible to shed the blood of Muslims and fought them,
without the order of Allah and His Messenger, to enforce his rule, and the Prophet,
peace be upon him, had said, “Cursing a Muslim is an evil deed, and fighting him is
disbelief” and he (the Prophet) also said, “Do not become pagans after me by killing

one another”, and thereby ‘Ali became a pagan, your (i.e. Shi’i) argument
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is NOT stronger than their (i.e. Nasibi) argument because the ahadith which they use
.as proof are sahih

Moreover, they say that murder is mischief, and that whoever murders in order to
enforce obedience to himself, he is someone who wants to be exalted in the earth.
This mischief was the condition of Fir’awn, and Allah the Most High says, “That home

of the Hereafter, We shall assign to those who do not seek to be exalted in the earth,
nor commit mischief, and the good end is for the pious.” (28:83) Therefore, anyone who

seeks to be exalted in the earth, and to do mischief, is not from the successful ones in
.the Hereafter

This was not like the fight of Abu Bakr against the apostates and those who refused to
pay Zakat. This was because al-Siddiq only fought them to enforce the obedience of
Allah and His Messenger, and not to enforce his own obedience. Zakat was

compulsory upon them, and fighting them was to the reason for its recognition (by the
rebels) and payment, as opposed to the one who fought to enforce his own

(obedience.(1

This is a simple summary of the claims of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah against Amir al-
:Muminin ‘Ali

His wars were not for Islam. He was only fighting for power and control of people’s . 1
.wealth

He murdered a very large number of righteous Muslims in pursuit of his power . 2
.struggle

Any Muslim who fights another Muslim is a pagan. Therefore, those who claim that . 3
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Ali had become a pagan through his wars have a strong point, backed by sahih‘
.ahadith

So, why does our Shaykh still consider ‘Ali to have been a “righteous” Muslim? He
:makes a further claim

هریغو لاتقلا  نم  اهلعف  رومأ  یلع  مدن  هنع  هللا  یضر  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلعو 

Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, regretted things he did, such as ‘
(fighting and others.(1

Without that, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah would have declared him a pagan war criminal

like the Nawasib did. But, what is the truth of all these allegations, accusations and
claims? Is any of them based upon reliable sources? Did ‘Ali truly fight only for power?

Did he really murder Muslims? Did he ever regret his defensive wars against the
?insurgents

Hadith Al-Qital, the Prophet’s Defence of Amir Al-Muminin ( 14

The Messenger, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, had predicted the occurence of ‘Ali’s wars

before his departure. He also gave clear hints about the true nature and purpose of
:those wars. Let us have a look at his words. Imam Abu Ya’la (d. 307 H) records

هللا یلص  هللا  لوسر  تعمـس  لاق :  يردخلا  دیعـس  یبأ  نع  هیبأ  نع  ءاجر  نب  لیعامـسإ  نع  شمعلأا  نع  ریرج  انثدح  نامثع  انثدح 
لاق لا  لاق :  هللا ؟  لوسر  ای  وه  انأ  رکب :  وبأ  لاقف  هلیزنت  یلع  تلتاق  امک  نآرقلا  لیوأت  یلع  لتاقی  نم  مکنم  نإ  لوقی :  ملـس  هیلع و 

اهفصخی هلعن  ایلع  یطعأ  ناکو  لعنلا  فصاخ  هنکلو  لا  لاق :  هللا ؟  لوسر  ای  وه  انأ  رمع : 

Uthman – Jarir – al-A’mash – Isma’il b. Raja – his‘
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:father – Abu Sa’id al-Khudri

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “Verily, among you is he who

will fight for the implementation of the Qur’an as I fought for its revelation.” So, Abu
Bakr said, “Am I the one, O Messenger of Allah?” He said, “No”. ‘Umar said, “Am I the
one, O Messenger of Allah?” He said, “No. Rather, he is the one repairing the shoe”.

(And he had given his shoe to ‘Ali which he was repairing.(1

:Shaykh Dr. Asad says

حیحص هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih(2

:Imam al-Haythami (d. 807 H) also comments about the hadith

حیحصلا لاجر  هلاجرو  یلعی  وبأ  هاور 

(Abu Ya’la recorded it, and its narrators are narrators of the Sahih(3

So, Imam ‘Ali’s wars were for the Qur’an. Yet, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah claims that he
was not fighting for Islam! Apparently, the Shaykh is very unfair in his damning

accusation against ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, that the latter only fought for power. Amir al-
Muminin was fighting for the Book of Allah while his opponents were fighting against
it. Interestingly, the Prophet specifically made it clear that neither Abu Bakr, nor
‘Umar or ‘Uthman, ever fought for the Qur’an. This is an extremely crucial point
concerning the legitimacy of their khilafah, and their wars! It is not possible for a true
khalifah to fight wars that are not for the Qur’an. As such, one may safely conclude
that Allah and His Messenger never accepted the legitimacy of the khilafah and wars

.of the trio

(Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H
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al-Mamun li al-Turath; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 2, p.
341, 1086
Ibid - 2

Nur al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Majma’ al-Zawaid (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1412 - 3
H), vol. 5, p. 338, 8950
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:also records

يردخلا دیعـس  ابأ  تعمـس  لاق  هیبأ  نع  يدیبزلا  ءاجر  نب  لیعامـسإ  نع  رطف  انث  دمحم  نب  نیـسح  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
فلختف هلعن  تعطقناف  هعم  انمقف  لاـق  هئاـسن  تویب  ضعب  نم  اـنیلع  جرخف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  رظتنن  اـسولج  اـنک  لوقی 

یلع لتاقی  نم  مکنم  نا  لاقف  هعم  انمقو  هرظتنی  ماـق  مث  هعم  انیـضمو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یـضمف  اهفـصخی  یلع  اـهیلع 
دق هنأکو  لاق  هرشبن  انئجف  لاق  لعنلا  فصاخ  هنکلو  لاقف لا  رمعو  رکب  وبأ  انیفو  انفرشتساف  هلیزنت  یلع  تلتاق  امک  نآرقلا  اذه  لیوأت 

هعمس

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Husayn b. Muhammad – Fatr –‘
:Isma’il b. Raja al-Zubaydi – his father – Abu Sa’id al-Khudri

We were sitting, expecting the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. Then he came

to us from one of the rooms of his wives. So, we stood with him, and his shoe broke.
Therefore, he asked ‘Ali to stay behind to repair it. The Messenger of Allah, peace be
upon him, departed and we departed with him. Then, he stood waiting for him (i.e.

.‘Ali), and we stood with him

So, he said, “Verily, among you is he who will fight for the implementation of this
Qur’an as I fought for its revelation. So, we became curious. Among us were Abu Bakr
and ‘Umar. But, he (the Prophet) said, “No (to Abu Bakr and ‘Umar). Rather, he is the

one repairing the shoe.” We went (to him) to

p: 129
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(give him the glad news. But, it was as though he had heard it (before).(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut says

نسح دانسإ  اذهو  حیحص ,  ثیدح 

(It is a sahih hadith, and this chain is hasan.(2

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) comments about the exact same hadith‘

.هیف بیر  حیحص لا  ثیدحلاف 

(The hadith is sahih. There is NO doubt about it.(3

:Imam Ahmad further records

هیلع و هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق  دیعـس  یبأ  نع  هیبأ  نع  ءاجر  نب  لیعامـسإ  نع  رطف  انثدح  عیکو  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
فـصخی یلعو  لعنلا  فصاخ  نکلو  لاقف لا  رمعو  رکب  وبأ  ماقف  لاق  هلیزنت  یلع  تلتاـق  اـمک  هلیوأـت  یلع  لـتاقی  نم  مکنم  نا  ملس 

هلعن

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Waki’ – Fatr – Isma’il b. Raja – ‘
:his father – Abu Sa’id

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “Verily, among you is he who will

fight for its implementation as I fought for its revelation.” So, Abu Bakr and ‘Umar

stood up, and he said, “No. Rather, he is the one repairing the shoes”. And ‘Ali was

(repairing his shoes.(4

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

نسح دانسإ  اذهو  حیحص 

(It is sahih, and this chain is hasan(5

:Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) caps it

نب ملاسلا  دبع  انث  ناسغ  وبأ  انث  هزرغ  یبأ  نب  مزاح  نب  دمحأ  انث  هباتک  لصأ  نم  هفوکلاب  ینابیـشلا  یلع  نب  دمحم  رفعج  وبأ  انربخأ 
انث یسوم  نب  هللا  دیبع  انثدحو  هزرغ :  یبأ  نبا  لاق  هنع  هللا  یضر  دیعـس  یبأ  نع  هیبأ  نع  ءاجر  نب  لیعامـسإ  نع  شمعلأا  انث  برح 
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هفیلخ نب  رطف 

p: 130

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 82, 11790

Ibid - 2
Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 3
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 5, p. 640, 2487

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 4
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 33, 11307

Ibid - 5

On The Khilafah Of ‘Ali Over Abu BakrGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 196 of 322

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


یلع فلختف  هلعن  تعطقناف  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  عم  انک  لاق  هنع  هللا  یضر  دیعس  یبأ  نع  هیبأ  نع  ءاجر  نب  لیعامـسإ  نع 
رکب وبأ  مهیفو  موقلا  اهل  فرـشتساف  هلیزنت  یلع  تلتاق  امک  نرقلا  لـیوأت  یلع  لـتاقی  نم  مکنم  نإ  لاـق :  مث  ـلایلق  یـشمف  اهفـصخی 

هب عفری  ملف  هانرـشبف  هانیتاف  ایلع  لعنلا  فصاخ  نکلو  لا  لاق :  وه  انأ  رمع :  لاق  لا  لاق :  وه  انأ  رکب :  وبأ  لاق  اـمهنع  هللا  یـضر  رمعو 
ملسو هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نم  هعمس  ناک  دق  هنأک  هسأر 

Abu Ja’far Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Shaybani – Ahmad b. Hazim b. Abi Gharzah – Abu
Ghassan – ‘Abd al-Salam b. Harb – al-A’mash – Isma’il b. Raja – his father – Abu Sa’id,
may Allah be pleased with him, AND Ibn Abi Gharzah – ‘Abd Allah b. Musa – Fatr b.

:Khalifah – Isma’il b. Raja – his father – Abu Sa’id, may Allah be pleased with him

We were sitting with the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, when his shoe
broke. So, he left ‘Ali behind to repair it, and walked a little. Then he said, “Verily,
among you is he who will fight for the implementation of the Qur’an as I fought for his
revelation.” The people became curious about it and among them were Abu Bakr and
‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with them both. Abu Bakr said, “Am I the one?”. He said,

“No”. ‘Umar said, “Am I the one?” He said, “No. Rather, he is

p: 131
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the one repairing the shoe, ‘Ali.” So, we went to him, and we gave him the good news.
But he did not raise his head due to it, as if he had already heard it from the

(Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.(1

:Al-Hakim comments

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.(2

:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) agrees

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

(Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim(3)

Hadith Al-Qital, Mu’awiyah B. Abi Sufyan: A Case Study ( 15

The fiercest enemy of Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam, and the most successful
armed rebel against his government, was Mu’awiyah. He was the only one of the
rebel leaders with firm control over vast territories, namely modern Syria, Palestine,
Israel, Jordan and Lebanon. He was ‘Uthman’s governor over these countries.
However, when ‘Ali became accepted as the khalifah, Mu’awiyah refused to accept

.the former’s authority

He therefore took the territories under his governorate and their territorial armies

with him in a bloody insurgency against the central government. The others - mainly

Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah’s army and the Khawarij – had no such advantage. Unlike
them, Mu’awiyah had large well-equipped, handsomely-paid, highly experienced and
very loyal armed forces. In the end, Imam ‘Ali was assassinated in cold blood by a
Khariji. Mu’awiyah’s rebellion succeeded, and he became the new khalifah. He

.eventually founded the Umayyad dynasty

The Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, had predicted Mu’awiyah’s
insurrection, and had described him and his armies in some very strong terms. Imam

:al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) records
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ددسم انثدح 

p: 132

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 132, 4621
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3
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نم اعمساف  دیعس  یبأ  یلإ  اقلطنا  یلع  هنبلاو  سابع  نبا  یل  لاق  همرکع  نع  ءاذحلا  دلاخ  انثدح  لاق  راتخم  نب  زیزعلا  دبع  انثدح  لاق 
هنبل هنبل  لمحن  انک  لاقف  دجـسملا  ءانب  رکذ  یتأ  یتح  انثدحی  أشنأ  مث  یبتحاف  هءادر  ذخأف  هحلـصی  طئاح  یف  وه  اذإف  انقلطناف  هثیدح 

هنجلا یلإ  مهوعدـی  هیغابلا  هئفلا  هلتقت  رامع  حـیو   ) لوقیو هنع  بارتلا  ضفنیف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  هآرف  نیتنبل  نیتنبل  راـمعو 
نتفلا نم  اللهاب  ذوعأ  رامع  لوقی  لاق  رانلا . ) یلإ  هنوعدیو 

:Musaddad – ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Mukhtar – Khalid al-Khudha – ‘Ikrimah

Ibn ‘Abbas said to me and to his son ‘Ali, "Go to Abu Sa'id and listen to what he
narrates." So we went and found him in a garden looking after it. He picked up his
garment, wore it and sat down and started narrating to us until he mentioned the
construction of the mosque. Therefore, he said, “We were carrying one adobe at a
time while ‘Ammar was carrying two. The Prophet, peace be upon him, saw him and
started removing the dust from his body and said, ‘May Allah be merciful to ‘Ammar.
He will be murdered by a baghi group. He will be inviting them (i.e. the baghi group) to
Paradise and they (i.e. the baghi group) will be inviting him to Hell-fire.’ ‘Ammar said, ‘I

(seek refuge with Allah from affliction.’”(1

:This hadith is mutawatir, as Imam Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr (d. 463 H) states

اذهو هیغابلا  هئفلا  رامع  لتقت  لاق  هنأ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نع  راثلآا  ترتاوتو 

p: 133

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 1, p. 172, 436
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ثیداحلأا حصأ  نم  وهو  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هتوبن  ملاعأو  بیغلاب  هرابخإ  نم 

The reports are mutawatir from the Prophet, peace be upon him, stating that he said,
“’Ammar will be murdered by a baghi group”. This was one of his prophecies, and one
of the proofs of his prophethood, peace be upon him, and it is one of the most

(authentic ahadith.(1

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) also submits

نیفصب یلع  عم  لتق  هنأ  یلع  اوعمجأو  هیغابلا  هئفلا  هلتقت  ارامع  نأ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نع  ثیداحلأا  ترتاوتو 

The ahadith are mutawatir from the Prophet, peace be upon him, that ‘Ammar would

be murdered by the baghi group, and they (i.e. the scholars) had a consensus that he
((‘Ammar) was murdered on the side of ‘Ali at Siffin.(2

The battle of Siffin was between Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali and the Syrian rebels

commanded by Mu’awiyah. ‘Ammar, radhiyallahu ‘anhu, was in the army of ‘Ali, and
was murdered by the troops of Mu’awiyah. As such, Mu’awiyah and his armies were

:the baghi group. Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H) explains further

هب هربخأ  ام  رـس  کلذـب  رهظو  نابو  ماشلا  لهأ  هلتق  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  عم  هنع  هللا  یـضر  رـسای  نب  رامع  لتقم  اذـهو 
غاب هیواعم  نأو  قحم  ایلع  نأ  کلذب  نابو  هیغابلا  هئفلا  هلتقت  هنأ  نم  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  لوسرلا 

This was the murder of ‘Ammar b. Yasir, may Allah be pleased with him, on the side of
Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib. He was murdered by the Syrians. From this, the

secret

p: 134

Abu ‘Umar Yusuf b. ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Barr b. ‘Asim al-Nimri al- - 1
Qurtubi, al-Isti’ab fi Ma’rifat al-Ashab (Beirut: Dar al-Jil; 1st edition, 1412 H) [annotator:

‘Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi], vol. 3, p. 1140
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah (Beirut: Dar al- - 2
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1415 H) [annotators: Shaykh ‘Adil Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-

Mawjud and Shaykh ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’udh], vol. 4, p. 474, 5720
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of what the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, had predicted that he (‘Ammar)
would be murdered by a baghi group became clear. It became clear from this that ‘Ali

(was upon the Truth and that Mu’awiyah was a baghi person.(1

:Al-Hafiz agrees, but with some caution

لاتقب رملاا  اهیفف  هیلآا  اولتتقا  نینمؤملا  نم  ناتفئاط  ناو  یلاعت  هلوق  لاثتملا  یلع  عم  لتاق  نم  بیوصت  یلإ  هنسلا  لهأ  روهمج  بهذو 
نولوقی لب  ءلاؤه  نم  دـحاو  مذـی  هنأ لا  یلع  نوقفتم  بیوصتلا  اذـه  عم  ءلاؤهو  هاغب  اوناک  ایلع  لـتاق  نم  نا  تبث  دـقو  هیغاـبلا  هئفلا 

اوأطخأف اودهتجا 

The majority of the Ahl al-Sunnah are of the opinion that those who fought on the side
of ‘Ali were correct, based on His statement, “If two groups from the believers fight
each other” and in it is an order to fight the baghi group. It is firmly established that
those who fought against ‘Ali were baghi people. Yet, these people (i.e. Sunnis),
despite their commendation (of the troops of ‘Ali) have a consensus that none of
these people (i.e. the baghi people) should be criticized. Rather, they (i.e. Sunnis) say:

(they did ijtihad and made mistakes.(2

In simpler words, the murderers of ‘Ammar were free from blame, according to the
:Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah! Imam al-Nawawi (d. 676 H) reiterates this

مثإ لاف  نودهتجم  مهنکل  هاغب  يرخلأا  هفئاطلاو  ابیـصم  اقحم  ناک  هنع  هللا  یـضر  ایلع  نأ  یف  هرهاظ  هجح  ثیدـحلا  اذـه  ءاملعلا  لاق 
کلذل مهیلع 

The scholars said: This hadith is explicit proof that ‘Ali, may Allah be

p: 135

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. Kathir al-Dimashqi, al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah (Dar Ihya al- - 1
Turath al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1408 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 7, p. 296

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: - 2
Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Taba’ah wa al-Nashr; 2nd edition), vol. 13, p. 58
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pleased with him, was upon the Truth and was correct, and that the other side were

baghi people. However, they (i.e. the baghi people) did ijtihad. Therefore, there was

(no sin upon them due to that.(1

Whatever the case, there is Sunni agreement that Mu’awiyah and his troops were the
baghi group in the mutawatir hadith. Meanwhile, there are a number of crucial points
about Mu’awiyah and his armies in the hadith that need to be looked into in order to
deal with their acquittal by the Ahl al-Sunnah. First, we must understand that being a

:baghi person or group is haram, as Allah has declared

نورکذت مکلعل  مکظعی  یغبلاو  رکنملاو  ءاشحفلا  نع  یهنیو  یبرقلا  يذ  ءاتیإو  ناسحلإاو  لدعلاب  رمأی  هللا  نإ 

Verily, Allah commands you to do justice and kindness, and to give to kith and kin, and
forbids corrupt behaviours, evil deeds and al-baghi (i.e. being a baghi person or

(group). He admonishes you, that you may take heed.(2

Therefore, Mu’awiyah and his armies were an illegitimate group. Allah Himself

BANNED them. In line with this, it is obligatory for Muslims as a whole to rise in arms

:against every baghi group within the Ummah

هللا رمأ  یلإ  ءیفت  یتح  یغبت  یتلا  اولتاقف  يرخلأا  یلع  امهادحإ  تغب  نإف  امهنیب  اوحلصأف  اولتتقا  نینمؤملا  نم  ناتفئاط  نإو 

If two groups among the believers fight each other, then make peace between them
both. But if one of them is the baghi against the other, then fight you against the baghi

one till it complies with the Command

p: 136

Muhyi al-Din Abu Zakariyyah Yahya b. Sharaf al-Nawawi, Sahih Muslim bi Sharh al- - 1
Nawawi (Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi; 1407 H), vol. 18, p. 40

Qur’an 16:90 - 2
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(of Allah.(1

This is the case where the baghi group were “believers”. What then about a case
where they were haters of ‘Ali, and therefore “hypocrites” according to the

Messenger? Apparently, the group of Mu’awiyah were in a far worse situation. In any
case, by describing them as a baghi group, the Prophet was indicating that they were

a banned group, and that fighting them was compulsory upon all living Muslims at the
.time of the Battle of Siffin

Moreover, there is a clear indication in the above verse that the non-baghi group is
upon the Command of Allah, and has not strayed from it in the least. This is another
point in the hadith: ‘Ali and his army were upon the Command of Allah in the war. This
fact is strengthened even further by the Prophet’s description of ‘Ammar as calling

.the baghi group to Paradise

A rather disturbing quality of Mu’awiyah and his armies is that they were callers to
Hellfire, according to the mutawatir hadith. Apparently, this nullifies any acquittal or
defence of them. In the Sight of Allah, that baghi group were not a collection of
mistaken fellows. Rather, they were full-scale callers to Hellfire, undoubtedly working

for Shaytan. We will say more on this below. Meanwhile, even if they had truly been
people who made mistakes (as the Ahl al-Sunnah claim), would that have exonerated

”: them from the crimes they committed? The Qur’an says “no

نیئطاخ اوناک  امهدونجو  ناماهو  نوعرف  نإ 

Verily, Fir’aun and Haman and their soldiers

p: 137

Qur’an 49:9 - 1
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(were people who made mistakes.(1

Yet, they will fully answer for their crimes on the Day of Resurrection. Moreover, we

:read this in the Book of Allah

نیئطاخ انک  انإ  انبونذ  انل  رفغتسا  انابأ  ای  اولاق 

They said: “O our father! Ask forgiveness for our sins. Indeed, we have been people
(who made mistakes.”(2

:This is a similar verse

انایاطخ انل  رفغیل  انبرب  انمآ  انإ 

(We have believed in our Lord, that He may forgive us our mistakes.(3

As such, the defence of mistake can never work as a shield from culpability for crimes.
But then, even if we accepted it as a valid excuse (in opposition to the Qur’an),
Mu’awiyah and his baghi armies still had a lot to answer for. They murdered ‘Ammar

and several other righteous soldiers of Amir al-Muminin. Let us say, for the sake of
argument, that the baghi group had mistakenly killed those pious people. Still, the

:Book of Allah has clear provisions concerning such a case

مل نمف  اوقدـصی ...  نأ  لاإ  هلهأ  یلإ  هملـسم  هیدو  هنمؤم  هبقر  ریرحتف  أطخ  انمؤم  لتق  نمو  أطخ  لاإ  انمؤم  لـتقی  نأ  نمؤمل  ناـک  اـمو 
هیلع هللا  بضغو  اهیف  ادلاخ  منهج  هؤازجف  ادمعتم  انمؤم  لتقی  نمو  امیکح  امیلع  هللا  ناکو  هللا  نم  هبوت  نیعباتتم  نیرهش  مایـصف  دجی 

امیظع اباذع  هل  دعأو  هنعلو 

It is NOT for a believer to kill a believer except by mistake. And whoever kills a
believer by mistake, he must set free a believing slave and a compensation be given

to the deceased’s family, unless they remit it ... And whoever finds

p: 138

Qur’an 28:8 - 1
Qur’an 12:97 - 2
Qur’an 20:73 - 3
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this beyond his means, he must fast for two consecutive months IN ORDER TO SEEK
REPENTANCE FROM ALLAH. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. And whoever kills a
believer intentionally, his recompense is Hellfire to abide therein forever, and the
Wrath and the Curse of Allah are upon him, and a great punishment is prepared for

(him.(1

So, even if you killed a believer by mistake, you must still seek “repentance from
Allah”. To do that, you must set free a slave for each life mistakenly taken, and pay
compensation to the families of the deceased. If you were unable to manumit a slave
(as in modern times), or you lacked the financial capability to pay the compensation,
then you must fast consecutively for two months. Unless you did these, there would

be no forgiveness for you for the accidental killing(s), and you would be in serious
trouble in the Hereafter. Mu’awiyah and his baghi colleagues never did any of these

.things! Therefore, they never sought or earned Allah’s forgiveness

The most important issue for consideration here is that only intentional murder has
been associated with Hellfire. Interestingly, Mu’awiyah and his troops were also
branded callers to it. In other words, they were themselves inmates – in fact, officials
– of Hellfire. They were only drawing more people to join them in it. Imagine if the
Sunni claim that the baghi group had no blame had been true, would such have been

the case? Would Allah and His Messenger have described

p: 139

Qur’an 4:92-93 - 1
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?them as callers to Hellfire if they had solely been killing believers by mistake

Finally, the fact that they were callers to Hellfire also casts a huge shadow over their
Islamic credentials. Whenever anyone is descried as “calling to Hellfire”, it means that

:he is a kafir. ‘Allamah al-‘Uthaymin (d. 1421 H) states

رافکلا هداق  کلذب  ینعی   ) رانلا یلإ  نوعدی  همئأ  مهانلعجو  (

And We made them leaders inviting to the Fire), He is referring to the leaders of the)
(kuffar.(1

In other words, those who invite to Hellfire are the kuffar, and their leaders are the
.leaders of the kuffar

:Imam al-Alusi (d. 1270 H) also says

نیلضم نیلاض  مهلعج  دارملاو  رانلا { … یلإ  نوعدی  {

(Inviting to the Fire} … what is intended is: He made them misled misleaders.(2}

Therefore, those who invite to the Fire are those that have been misled by Shaytan,
.and who also function as his soldiers, workers and callers

:In any case, Allah Himself has given a clear Verdict about people like them

هنجلا یلإ  وعدـی  هللاو  راـنلا  یلإ  نوعدـی  کـئلوأ  مکبجعأ  ولو  كرـشم  نم  ریخ  نمؤم  دـبعلو  اونمؤی  یتح  نیکرـشملا  اوحکنت  ـلاو 
هنذإب هرفغملاو 

And do not marry to idolaters till they believe, and verily a believing slave is better
than an idolater, even though he pleases you. Those invite to Hellfire, and Allah invites

(to Paradise and Forgiveness by His Leave.(3

In other words, the army of Amir al-Muminin were soldiers of Allah while the baghi
.group – led by Mu’awiyah – were kuffar, misled misleaders and idolaters

Hadith Al-Siyadah, Examining The Background Arguments ( 16
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Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728

p: 140

Muhammad b. Salih al-‘Uthaymin, Fatawa Nur ‘ala al-Darb (Muasassat Shaykh - 1
Muhammad bin Salih b. ‘Uthaymin al-Khayriyyah; 1427 H), vol. 31, p. 111

Abu al-Fadhl Mahmud al-Alusi, Ruh al-Ma’ani fi Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim wa Sab’ - 2
al-Mathani (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi), vol. 20, p. 83

Qur’an 2:221 - 3
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:H) states

هیلع و هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ  مهبحأو  مهریخو  نیملـسملا  دیـس  رکب  ابأ  نأ  راصنلأاو  نیرجاهملا  نیب  رمع  راـبخإ  ربخلا  اذـه  یفف 
نأ کلذـب  نیبیل  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ  انبحأو  انریخو  اندیـس  تنأف  تنأ  کـعیابن  لـب  لاـقف  هتعیاـبم  هلع  کـلذ  ملس 

کعیابنف انلضفأ  تنأو  لضفلأا  هیلوت  هب  رومأملا 

In this report is the declaration of ‘Umar among the Muhajirun and the Ansar that Abu
Bakr was the sayyid of the Muslims and the best of them, and the most beloved of
them to the Messenger of Allah. This is the reason for following him. So, he (‘Umar)
said, “Rather, we will follow you because you are our sayyid, and the best of us, and
the most beloved of us to the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him”. He wanted to
make clear through it that: What is ordained is to give authority to the best, and you

(are the best of us. So, we will follow you.(1

Umar apparently referred to Abu Bakr as “our sayyid”(2). Our Shaykh interprets that‘
“our” as referring to all Muslims of that time, who were only the Sahabah. In other
words, ‘Umar was speaking on behalf of his colleagues as a whole. Therefore, on the
basis of ‘Umar’s testimony, Abu Bakr was the sayyid of the Sahabah. So, what does

?this mean

First and foremost, it is important to note that the word sayyid has different meanings

and can be used in various contexts. Dr. Baalbaki, a contemporary lexicographer,
defines sayyid

p: 141

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 8, p. 565
See also Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al- - 2
Ju’fi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H)

[annotator: Dr. Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 3, p. 1341, 3467
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:in this manner

master, lord, chief, head, leader; Mr.; gentleman; a descendant of Prophet

(Mohammad; sovereign; independent.(1

As such, in a cultural context, the word sayyid means “descendant of the Prophet”. In
a political context, it refers to the ruler. In a tribal context, the title belongs to their
chief. In the family setting, the husband – being its head - is the sayyid. The examples

go on and on. What matters to our research, however, is solely the spiritual context.
Therefore, all references to “sayyid” or “siyadah” henceforth in this and other
chapters on Hadith al-Siyadah relate to spirituality only. Abu Bakr was not the political
leader of Muslims, nor was he their tribal or other chief, when ‘Umar addressed him
as “our sayyid”. This reveals that he too was referring to Abu Bakr’s alleged spiritual

.siyadah over the Ummah

In order to determine what the term sayyid indicates in the spiritual context, we must

(: examine the following hadith, documented by Imam Muslim (d. 261 H

ینثدح خورف  نب  هللادبع  ینثدح  رامع  وبأ  ینثدح  یعازولأا  نع  دایز ) نبا  ینعی   ) لقه انثدح  حلاص  وبأ  یـسوم  نب  مکحلا  ینثدـح 
همایقلا موی  مدآ  دلو  دیس  انأ  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق  هریره  وبأ 

Al-Hakam b. Musa Abu Salih – Hiql b. Ziyad – al-Awza’i – Abu ‘Ammar – ‘Abd Allah b.
:Farukh – Abu Hurayrah

The Messenger of Allah said: “I am the sayyid of the descendants of Adam on the Day
(of Resurrection.”(2

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) also records

دیعس نب  ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

p: 142

Dr. Rohi Baalbaki, al-Mawrid: A Modern Arabic-English Dictionary (Beirut: Dar - 1
al-‘Ilm li al-Malayin; 7th edition, 1995 CE), p. 653
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Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 2
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1782,

(2278 (3
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موی سانلا  دیـس  انأ  ملـس ...  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق ...  هریره  یبأ  نع  ریرج  نب  ورمع  نب  هعرز  وبأ  انث  لاق  نایح  وبأ  انث  لاق 
همایقلا

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya b. Sa’id – Abu Hayyan – ‘
:Abu Zur’ah b. ‘Amr b. Jarir – Abu Hurayrah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “... I am the sayyid of mankind on ... 
(the Day of Resurrection.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.(2

Obviously, the siyadah of the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, in these hadiths falls
within the spiritual context, especially since they are connected with the Hereafter.
This is how the scholars of the Ahl al-Sunnah understand the reports too. Imam al-

:Nawawi (d. 676 H), for instance, states

قئلاخلا عیمج  یلع  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  انیبن  لیضفت 

نلأ مهلک  قلخلا  یلع  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هلیضفتل  لیلد  ثیدحلا  اذهو  همایقلا ...  موی  مدآ  دلو  دیـس  انأ  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هلوق 
رخلآا لا ثیدـحلا  امأو  مهریغو  نییمدلآا  لـضفأ  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  وهو  هکئـلاملا  نم  لـضفأ  نییمدـلآا  نأ  هنـسلا  لـهأ  بهذـم 

هب ربخأ  ملع  املف  مدآ  دلو  دیس  هنأ  ملعی  نأ  لبق  هلاق  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هنأ  لولأا : هجوأ  هسمخ  نم  هباوجف  ءایبنلأا  نیب  اولضفت 

Superiority of our Prophet, peace be upon him, over the entire creation

His statement, peace be upon him, “I am the sayyid of the descendants of Adam on
the Day of Resurrection”.... This hadith is proof of

p: 143

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 2, p. 435, 9621

Ibid - 2
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his superiority, peace be upon him, over all the creation. This is because the doctrine
of the Ahl al-Sunnah is that human beings are superior to angels, and he, peace be
upon him, is the most superior of the human beings and others. As for the other hadith
“do not give superiorty to any among the prophets”, the answer is from five aspects.
The first is: he, peace be upon him, said it before he knew that he was the sayyid of

(the descendants of Adam. When he knew, he informed of it.(1

:Imam al-Mubarakfuri (d. 1282 H) has a similar view

هلضفب دادتعا  لب  ارخافت  هلوقأ  لاو  يأ  رخف  لاو  همایقلا  موی  مدآ  دلو  دیس  انأ  هلوق 

His statement, “I am the sayyid of the descendants of Adam on the Day of
Resurrection, and I am not boastful”, meaning: I am not saying it for pride. Rather, it

(was in consideration of his superiority.(2

Therefore, in the spiritual context, siyadah means superiority in the Sight of Allah.
Whoever is the sayyid of the Muslims is their best. Moreover, anyone who is a sayyid

.in the Hereafter is equally a sayyid in this world in the same capacity

Our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah often quote a relevant Sunni-only report to
prove the superiority of both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar over the Ummah. ‘Allamah al-Albani

:(d. 1420 H) states

سنوی نب  ورمع ) لصلأا : یف   ) رمع انثدح  یطـساولا  هیقب  نب  بهو  ینثدح  ( : 80  / 1  " ) دنـسملا دئاوز  یف "  دمحأ  نب  هللا  دبع  لاق 
یمامیلا

p: 144

Muhyi al-Din Abu Zakariyyah Yahya b. Sharaf al-Nawawi, Sahih Muslim bi Sharh al- - 1
Nawawi (Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi; 1407 H), vol. 15, pp. 37-38

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat - 2
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1410

H), vol. 10, p. 59

On The Khilafah Of ‘Ali Over Abu BakrGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 213 of 322

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12665/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_144_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12665/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_144_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


یبنلا دـنع  تنک  لاـق " : هنع  هللا  یـضر  یلع  نع  هیبأ  نع  یبأ  ینثدـح  نسح  نب  دـیز  نب  نسحلا  نع  یماـمیلا  رمع  نب  هللا  دـبع  نع 
نییبنلا دـعب  اهبابـشو  هنجلا  لهأ  لوهک  ادیـس  ناذـه  یلع  ای  لاـقف " : اـمهنع ، هللا  یـضر  رمعو  رکب  وبأ  لـبقأف  ملـسو ، هیلع  هللا  یلص 

 ". نیلسرملاو

(: Abd Allah b. Ahmad said in Zawaid al-Musnad (1/80‘

Wahb b. Baqiyyah al-Wasiti – ‘Umar (in the original: ‘Amr) b. Yunus al-Yamami – ‘Abd
Allah b. ‘Umar al-Yamami – al-Hasan b. Zayd b. Hasan – my father – his father ‘Ali,

:may Allah be pleased with him

I was with the Prophet, peace be upon him, when Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, may Allah be
pleased with them both, approached. So, he said, “O ‘Ali! These two are the two

sayyids of THE ELDERLY ONES of the people of Paradise (Ahl al-Jannah) and of its
(youth, after the prophets and messengers.”(1

:Our ‘Allamah comments

نسح دنس  اذهو  تلق :

(I say: This chain is hasan.(2

The problem of the above hadith is primarily in its matn (content). It disturbingly
assumes that there will be elderly people in Paradise, alongside its youth! This
embarrassing mistake raises several red flags concerning its true origin. The correct
opinion of the Messenger of Allah, which is universally confirmed, is that there will be

:only youth in Jannah. Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal records, for instance

نب ذاعم  نع  منغ  نب  نمحرلا  دـبع  نع  بشوح  نب  رهـش  نع  هداتق  نع  نارمع  انث  دواد  نب  نامیلـس  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
لأس هنا  لبج 

p: 145

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 1
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
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vol. 2, p. 468, 824
Ibid - 2
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وأ نیثلاث  ینب  نیلحکم  ادرم  ادرج  هنجلا  هنجلا  لهأ  لخدـی  لوقی  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  عمـس  وأ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا 
نیثلاثو ثلاث 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) Sulayman b. Dawud – ‘Imran –‘
:Qatadah – Shahr b. Hawshab – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ghanam – Mu’adh b. Jabal

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said, “The people of Paradise will enter Paradise
hairless, beardless with their eyes anointed with kohl, aged thirty or thirty-three

(years.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut declares

هریغل نسح 

(Hasan li ghayrihi(2

:In his Sahih al-Jami’ al-Saghir, the ‘Allamah copies a similar hadith

نیثلاثو ثلاث  ءانبأ  نولحکم  مهنأک  ادرم  ادرج  هنجلا  هنجلا  لهأ  لخدی 

The people of Paradise will enter Paradise hairless, beardless, with their eyes
(anointed with kohl, aged thirty-three years.(3

:And the ‘Allamah says

حیحص

(Sahih(4

:Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) also documents a shahid

هریره یبأ  نع  بشوح  نب  رهـش  نع  لوحلأا  رماع  نع  هیبأ  نع  ماشه  نب  ذاعم  انثدح  لااق  یعافرلا  ماشه  وبأ  راشب و  نب  دمحم  انثدح 
مهبایث یلبت  لاو  مهبابش  ینفی  لحک لا  درم  درج  هنجلا  لهأ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق 

Muhammad b. Bashar and Abu Hisham al-Rufa’i – Mu’adh b. Hisham – his father –
:‘Amir al-Ahwal – Shahr b. Hawshab – Abu Hurayrah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “The people of Paradise will be
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hairless and beardless, with their eyes anointed with kohl. Their YOUTH will never
(end, and their clothes will never become worn.”(5

:Al-Tirmidhi says

بیرغ نسح  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith is hasan gharib.(6

:Allamah al-Albani supports him‘

نسح

(Hasan(7

Since there will

p: 146

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
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be no elderly folks in Paradise, how then will Abu Bakr and ‘Umar be their sayyids in
there? Al-Mubarakfuri – apparently troubled by these facts - attempts to explain

:away the fatal problem

لهک اهیف  سیل  هنلأ  هنجلا  لخدف  نیملسملا  نم  لاهک  تام  نم  ادیس  لیقو  لهک ...  هنجلا  یف  نکی  مل 

There will be NO elderly person in Paradise ... And it is said they (i.e. Abu Bakr and
‘Umar) both will be sayyids of those who died as elderly people among the Muslims

(and thereby entered Paradise, because there will be no elderly person in it.(1

So, “elderly ones of the people of Paradise” only refers to those who died elderly in
this world and were later admitted to Jannah in the Hereafter. Their official title,
according to the Ahl al-Sunnah, is “elderly ones of the people of Paradise”. What about
those who died young in this world and then made it to Paradise? In line with the
Sunni logic, they are “the youth of the people of Paradise”. Things however get out of
hand when questions are asked about the fortunate people of Jannah who died as
infants, babies or children in this world? The hadith mentions only two categories for

:the people of Paradise

 ". نیلسرملاو نییبنلا  دعب  اهبابشو  هنجلا  لهأ  لوهک  ادیس  ناذه  یلع  ای  " 

O ‘Ali! These two are the two sayyids of the elderly ones of the people of Paradise“
.” (Ahl al-Jannah) and of its youth, after the prophets and messengers

The youth, of course, are people above

p: 147

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat - 1
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the ages of adolecence. It would be ridiculous to put babies of two months or
foetuses, for instance, in the category of youth! So, there are only two possibilities

:here

People who died in pregnancy, infancy or childhood will all automatically go to . 1
Hellfire. No category is listed for them, thereby suggesting that they have no place in
Paradise. Otherwise, the hadith should have mentioned “the, foetuses, infants and

.children of the people of Paradise” as well

People who died in infancy or childhood will all be superior to Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, in . 2
Paradise! After all, the duo are described as being sayyids of only the elderly as well as
the youth of the people of Paradise. The infants and children are conspicuously

.excluded

Apparently, neither of the above is acceptable to our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah.
As such, the absurdity of al-Mubarakfuri’s linguistic gymnastics, even by Sunni
standards, is unmistakable. Clearly, the Sunni hadith is not about the age of death
here in the world at all. It rather informs the Ahl al-Sunnah that the people of Paradise
will be in two categories only: the elderly as well as the youth. Of course, such a

.scandalous error could never have emerged from the noble Messenger of Allah

Things get even a lot messier when one considers the case of Bilal b. Rabah, the well-
:known muezzin of the Prophet. Imam Ibn Sa’d (d. 230 H) records about him

میهاربإ نب  دمحم  نب  یسوم  انربخأ  لاق  رمع  نب  دمحم  انربخأ  لاق 
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هنس نیتسو  عضب  نب  وهو  قشمد  هربقم  یف  ریغصلا  بابلا  دنع  نفدو  نیرشع  هنـس  قشمدب  للاب  یفوت  لاق  هیبأ  نع  یمیتلا  ثراحلا  نب 
رمع نب  دمحم  لاق  رکب  یبأ  برت  للاب  ناک  لوقی  قیدـصلا  رکب  یبأ  دـلو  نم  هحلط  نب  بیعـش  تعمـس  رمع  نب  دـمحم  انربخأ  لاق 
نینس عبس  للاب  یف  انل  يور  ام  نیبو  اذه  نیبف  هنـس  نیتسو  ثلاث  نب  وهو  هرـشع  ثلاث  هنـس  رکب  وبأ  یفوت  دقو  اذکه  اذه  ناک  نإف 

ملعأ اللهاف  رکب  یبأ  برت  وه  لوقی  نیح  للاب  دلایمب  ملعأ  هحلط  نب  بیعشو 

Muhammad b. ‘Umar – Musa b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. al-Harith al-Tamimi – his
father: “Bilal died in Damascus in the year 20 AH, and was buried at the al-Bab al-

.” Saghir in the cemetery of Damascus, and he was more than sixty years old

Muhammad b. ‘Umar – Shu’ayb b. Talhah, from the descendants of Abu Bakr al-
Siddiq, used to say: “Bilal was an age mate of Abu Bakr.” Muhammad b. ‘Umar said, “If
this was the case, and Abu Bakr had died in 13 AH at the age of sixty three, then the
difference between this and what is narrated to us concerning Bilal (i.e. his date of
death) is seven years. Shu’ayb b. Talhah was the most knowledgeable of the date of
birth of Bilal when he used to say that he (Bilal) was an age mate of Abu Bakr. And

(Allah knows best.”(1

He was over 60 years old when he passed away. That puts him far into the elderly
category. Yet, he
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was the sayyid of ‘Umar in the same way that Abu Bakr was, as the son of al-Khattab
:himself testified! Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) records

نب دمحم  سابعلا  وبأ  انثدـحو  دـلخم  نب  دـلاخ  انث  یناهبـصلأا  نارهم  نب  دـمحأ  انث  هللا  دـبع  نب  دـمحأ  رافـصلا  هللا  دـبع  وبأ  انثدـح 
لاق لاق  رباج  نع  ردکنملا  نب  دمحم  نع  نوشجاملا  هملس  یبأ  نب  زیزعلا  دبع  انث  لااق :  بهو  نب  هللا  دبع  انث  رصن  نب  رحب  انث  بوقعی 

لالاب ینعی  اندیس  قتعأو  اندیس  رکب  وبأ  هنع  هللا  یضر  رمع : 

Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Saffar Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah – Ahmad b. Mahran al-Isbahani – Khalid
b. Mukhlid AND Abu al-‘Abbas Muhammad b. Ya’qub – Bahr b. Nasr – ‘Abd Allah b.
:Wahb – ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Abi Salamah al-Majishun – Muhammad b. al-Munkadar – Jabir

Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Abu Bakr is our sayyid, and he‘
(emancipated OUR SAYYID, THAT IS BILAL.”(1

:Al-Hakim comments

هاجرخی ملو  حیحص 

(It is sahih, and they both (i.e. al-Bukhari and Muslim) have not recorded it.(2

:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) also states

حیحص

(Sahih(3

Contrary to the mistake of al-Hakim, Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) has actually recorded
:it

رمع ناک  لاق :  امهنع  هللا  یـضر  هللا  دبع  نب  رباج  انربخأ  ردکنملا  نب  دـمحم  نع  هملـس  یبأ  نب  زیزعلا  دـبع  انثدـح  میعن  وبأ  انثدـح 
لالاب ینعی  اندیس .  قتعأو  اندیس  رکب  وبأ  لوقی 

Abu Na’im – ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Abi Salamah – Muhammad b. al-Munkadar – Jabir b. ‘Abd
:Allah, may Allah be pleased with them both

Umar used to say, “Abu Bakr is‘
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(our sayyid, and he emancipated our sayyid, that is Bilal”.(1

Siyadah – in the spiritual sense - in this world only reflects that of the Hereafter. For
instance, our Prophet will be the sayyid of all humanity in the Hereafter. This, as we

have shown, is why he is our sayyid here as well. As such, since Bilal was the sayyid of
‘Umar, he will surely also be the latter’s sayyid in the Hereafter. Siyadah in the
Hereafter reflects in this world, and siyadah in this world is evidence of that of the

.Hereafter

Hadith Al-Siyadah, Proving Its Authenticity ( 17

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) records this hadith in his al-Dha’ifah‘

نمل لیولاو  هللا ، ودع  يودعو  يودع ، كودعو  هللا ، بیبح  یبیبحو  یبیبح ، کبیبح  هرخلآا ، یف  دیس  ایندلا ، یف  دیـس  تنأ  یلع ! ای 
يدعب کضغبأ 

O ‘Ali! You are a sayyid in this world and a sayyid in the Hereafter. Your lover is my

lover, and my lover is the lover of Allah. Your enemy is my enemy, and my enemy is
(the enemy of Allah. Woe unto anyone who hates you after my death.(2

:In his takhrij of the report, our ‘Allamah states

قرط نم  ( 1 / 135-2 / 134 / 12  ) رکاسع نباو  ( ، 42-41 / 4  ) بیطخلاو ( ، 128-127 / 3  ) مکاحلاو ( ، 2 / 308  ) يدع نبا  هجرخأ 
امهنع هللا  یضر  سابع  نبا  نع  هللا  دبع  نب  هللا  دیبع  نع  يرهزلا  نع  رمعم  أبنأ  قازرلا : دبع  انربخأ  رهزلأا : نب  دمحأ  رهزلأا  یبأ  نع 

.هرکذف لاقف ...  یلع  یلإ  ملسو -  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا -  رظن  لاق :

، نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  : " مکاحلا لاقو 
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"!! حیحص مهلصأ  یلع  وهف  ثیدحب ؛ هقثلا  درفنا  اذإو  هقث ، مهعامجإب -  رهزلأا -  وبأو 

قازرلا دبع  هب  ثدح  ءیـش  يلأ  لاإو  عضولا ؛ نم  دـیعبب  سیل  رکنم ، وهف  تاقث ؛ هتاور  ناک  نإو  اذـه  تلق : : " هلوقب یبهذـلا  هبقعتو 
". هقث رهزلأا  وبأو  هیلإ ، اولحر  نیذلا  قلخلاو  نیعم  نباو  دمحلأ  هب  هوفتی  نأ  رسجی  ملو  اًرس ،

Ibn ‘Adi (2/308), al-Hakim (3/127-128), al-Khatib (4/41-42) and Ibn Asakir (12/134/135-2/1)
through many routes from Abu al-Azhar Ahmad b. al-Azhar – ‘Abd al-Razzaq –
Ma’mar – al-Zuhri – ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah – Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with

:them both

The Prophet, peace be upon him, looked at ‘Ali and said, “...” Then he mentioned it (i.e.
(. the hadith as quoted above

Al-Hakim says: “It is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs, and Abu al-Azhar –
based upon their (i.e. the scholars’) consensus – is thiqah (trustworthy). When a
trustworthy narrator narrates a hadith without corroboration, it is (nonetheless) sahih

”!! based upon their (i.e. the scholars’) principle

Al-Dhahabi responded to him by saying: “I say: Although its narrators are trustworthy,
this (hadith) is munkar (repugnant). (In fact), it is not far from being a fabrication.
Otherwise, why did ‘Abd al-Razzaq narrate it secretly, and did not have the courage
to transmit it to Ahmad, Ibn Ma’in and the other people who travelled to him. And Abu

(al-Azhar was trustworthy.”(1

Both Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) and Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) agree that all its
,narrators are trustworthy. However, while the former grades the hadith as sahih

p: 152
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al-Dhahabi nonetheless rejects it, questioning why Imam ‘Abd al-Razzaq (d. 211 H)
had narrated it only secretly. As such, his sole reason for throwing out the noble
hadith is nothing but the secrecy of its transmission. Of course, that is not a valid

.ground in the Sunni hadith sciences

:What is ‘Allamah al-Albani’s own verdict on the hadith? This is it, in one simple word

عوضوم

(Mawdu’ (fabricated)(1

But, on what basis is this? Our ‘Allamah has no objection to al-Dhahabi’s claim that all
:its narrators are trustworthy. So, what is the problem? He outlines his reasons

" نیحیحصلا  " یف امهب  جتحم  هقث  امهلاکو  رمعم ، یف  وأ  هسفن ، قازرلا  دبع  یف  هلعلا  ترصحناف  تلق :

I (al-Albani) say: So, the fault (in the hadith) is LIMITED to ‘Abd al-Razzaq himself, or
(to Ma’mar, and both of them are relied upon as hujjah in the two Sahihs.(2

In other words, all the narrators are truly trustworthy, as declared by Imam al-
Dhahabi. Moreover, the alleged defect in the hadith is traceable only to its narrators,
specifically to either ‘Abd al-Razzaq or Ma’mar. Yet, both are “trustworthy” narrators
of Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim! There is absolutely no other issue with the

.sanad or matn (content) of the riwayah. Here, the plot thickens significantly

:So, what exactly is al-Albani’s point against Ma’mar? Let us hear him out

رهزلأا یبأ  ثیدح  نع  لئس  هنأ  هنع : حیحص  دنسب  بیطخلا  يور  دقف  یقرشلا ؛ دماح  وبأ  هیف : هلعلا  هجو  نیب  دقف  رمعمل ؛ هبسنلاب  امأ 
خأ نبا  هل  ناک  اًرمعم  نأ  هیف : ببسلاو  لطاب ، ثیدح  اذه  : " لاقف اذه ؟
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، هعجارملاو لاؤسلا  یف  دحأ  هیلع  ردقی  اًبیهم لا  لاًجر  رمعم  ناکو  ثیدحلا ، اذه  هیلع  لخدأف  هبتک ، نم  هنکمی  رمعم  ناکو  یـضفار ،
! ". رمعم یخأ  نبا  باتک  یف  قازرلا  دبع  هعمسف 

نم رأ  مل  یننلأ  کلذ ؛ هحـص  نم  کش  یف  ینکلو  تیبلا ، لهأ  لئاضف  یف  رمعم  ثیداحأ  یف  هحـضاو  هلع  حص -  نإ  اذـهف -  تلق :
.ملعأ هللاو  .امهریغو  ینلاقسعلاو  یبهذلاک  رمعم ؛ همجرت  یف  هرکذ 

With regards to Ma’mar, Abu Hamid al-Sharqi has explained the reason for the fault
with him. Al-Khatib has narrated with a sahih chain from him that he was asked about
this hadith of Abu al-Azhar. So, he said, “This hadith is nonsense, and the reason is
this: Ma’mar had a nephew who was a Rafidhi, and Ma’mar gave him control of his
books. So, he (the Rafidhi nephew) included this hadith, attributing it to him (i.e.
Ma’mar). Meanwhile, Ma’mar was an awe-inspiring man. None could criticize him. So,

!” ‘Abd al-Razzaq heard from the book of Ma’mar’s nephew

I (al-Albani) say: This – if authentic – is a clear defect in the ahadith of Ma’mar

concerning the merits of the Ahl al-Bayt. However, I am in doubt concerning the
authenticity of that, because I saw no one – like al-Dhahabi, al-‘Asqalani or others -

(who mentioned it in the biography of Ma’mar. And Allah knows best.(1

Everything here revolves around whether al-Sharqi was telling the truth or not.
‘Allamah al-Albani himself doubts the reliability of al-Sharqi’s story. Yet, this same

‘Allamah has rejected Hadith al-Siyadah on the strength of this suspicious
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tale! ‘Allamah al-Maghribi – a well-known contemporary Sunni muhadith - was

understandably very angry while responding to this blameworthy action of ‘Allamah

:al-Albani on the hadith

دجوی فیکو  رمعمل .  خأ  فرعی  لاو  هل ،  دوجو  یمهو لا  صخـش  رمعم ، یخأ  نبا  نأ  کلذ :  نایبو  ادـج ،  لطاب  ملاک  اذـه  تلق : 
؟  ملاسلا هیلع  یسیع  ریغ  بأ  نودب  نبا 

I say: This is complete nonsense! The reason for this is: That nephew of Ma’mar was

only an imaginary figure. He never existed! Ma’mar was not known to have any
brother. How could a son exist without a father, apart from ‘Isa, peace be upon

(him?(1

Why has ‘Allamah al-Albani stooped so low as to rely upon such kind of evidence in
undermining an authentically transmitted hadith? Well, he also mentions ‘Abd al-
Razzaq as a possible defect. Therefore, what has he got against him? Our ‘Allamah

:launches his further attack

ام : " يراخبلا لاقف  هباتک ؛ نود  هظفح  نم  هثیدـحت  یف  اوملکت  دـقف  هقث ؛ ناک  نإو  هنـلأ  برقأ ؛ هلـلاعإف  قازرلا ؛ دـبعل  هبـسنلاب  اـمأو 
نمم ناـک  : " ناـبح نبا  لاـقو  ثیداـحأ ." یف  رمعم  یلع  ءیطخی  هنکل  هقث ، : " ینطقرادـلا لاـقو  حـصأ ." وـهف  هباـتک  نم  هب  ثدـح 

یلإ هوبـسن  مهنأ  ـلاإ  اًـسأب ؛ هثیدـحب  اوری  ملو  : " هتمجرت رخآ  یف  يدـع  نبا  لاـقو  هیف ." عیـشت  یلع  هظفح ؛ نـم  ثدـح  اذإ  ءیطخی 
ینإف قدـصلا ؛ باب  یف  امأو  هب ، هومر  ام  مظعأ  اذـهف  تاقثلا ، نم  دـحأ  هیلع  هقفاوی  امم لا  لئاضفلا  یف  ثیداحأ  يور  دـقو  عیـشتلا ،

؛ نیرخآ بلاثمو  تیبلا  لهأ  لئاضف  یف  ثیداحأ  هنم  قبس  دق  هنأ  لاإ  هب ؛ سأب  هنأ لا  وجرأ 
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Albani al-Mubtadi’, p. 8
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". ریکانم

As for ‘Abd al-Razzaq, his own fault is more likely. This is because even though he was

trustworthy, he has been criticized in his ahadith from his memory, other than from
his book. Al-Bukhari said, “Whatever he narrated from his book is MORE sahih.” Al-
Daraqutni said, “Thiqah (trustworthy), but he made mistakes in ahadith from Ma’mar.”
Ibn Hibban said, “He used to make mistakes when he narrated from his memory, plus
(there was) Shi’ism in him.” Ibn ‘Adi said at the end of his biography of him, “I do not
see any problem with his hadith, except that they have linked him with Shi’ism. He
narrated ahadith about the merits (of the Ahl al-Bayt) which were not narrated by any
other trustworthy narrator. This is the worst of the accusations against him. As for the
issue of truthfulness, I hope there is no problem with him, except that he had
narrated munkar (repugnant) ahadith on the merits of the Ahl al-Bayt and in criticism

(of others.”(1

:There are two allegations above

.Abd al-Razzaq used to make mistakes when he narrated from memory . ‘ 1

.Specifically, he also used to make mistakes in ahadith from Ma’mar . 2

It is noteworthy that ahadith of ‘Abd al-Razzaq from his memory are sahih, according
to Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H). However, his reports from his books are “more sahih”. If
his ahadith from memory had been dha’if, al-Bukhari would never have added “more”
to his declaration. The worst that one could deduce from this is that ‘Abd al-Razzaq

made

p: 156

Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Dha’ifah wa - 1
al-Mawdhu’ah wa Atharihah al-Sayyiah fi al-Ummah (Riyadh: Dar al-Ma’arif; 1st

edition, 1412 H), vol. 10, p. 524, 4894
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slight mistakes, which were neither serious nor many, and which did not change the
.original meanings of his narrations

Al-Bukhari, of course, has not accused him of making “serious” or “a lot of” mistakes –
terms which are normally employed to indicate worrisome memory degeneration.
Imam Ibn ‘Adi (d. 365 H) even disputes al-Bukhari’s claim entirely. In the former’s
view, ‘Abd al-Razzaq never made any mistakes, in any of his ahadith, whether from
memory or otherwise. However, some of his ahadith – in terms of their messages -
did not sit well with mainstream Sunni beliefs. As such, Sunni ‘ulama graded them as

(. manakir (repugnant narrations

As for the submission that he made mistakes in his reports from Ma’mar, the
muhadithun of the Ahl al-Sunnah do not give any independent weight to it. As such,
even if the opinion of Imam Ibn ‘Adi were disregarded, other conditions must still be
fulfilled before that point could become valid. For instance, Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) has
relied upon reports of ‘Abd al-Razzaq from Ma’mar from al-Zuhri in his Sahih(1). Imam

:Ahmad (d. 241 H) has equally narrated through a similar chain

همرخم نب  روسملا  نع  ریبزلا  نب  هورع  نع  يرهزلا  نع  رمعم  انث  قازرلا  دبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Ma’mar – al-‘
(Zuhri – ‘Urwah b. al-Zubayr – al-Musawwar b. Mukhramah(2

:Shaykh al-Arnaut has a clear verdict on the chain

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih upon

p: 157

See, for instance, Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, - 1
Sahih Muslim (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd

(al-Baqi], vol. 3, p. 1648, 2078 (31
Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 2
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[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 327, 18936

On The Khilafah Of ‘Ali Over Abu BakrGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 231 of 322

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(the standard of the two Shaykhs.(1

Even more interesting is that ‘Allamah al-Albani himself has the same opinion. This is
:what he writes in his Sahih Abi Dawud

.صاعلا نب  ورمع  نب  هللا  دبع  نع  هملس  یبأو  بیسملا  نبا  نع  يرهزلا  نع  رمعم  انث  قازرلا : دبع  انث  یلع : نب  نسحلا  انثدح  هدانسإ :

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  دانسإ  اذهو  تلق :

Its chain: al-Hasan b. ‘Ali – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Ma’mar – al-Zuhri – Ibn al-Musayyab and
:Abu Salamah – ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr b. al-‘As

(I (al-Albani) say: This chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.(2

Meanwhile, there is an extremely crucial point which must be taken into notice
concerning ‘Abd al-Razzaq’s alleged mistakes in ahadith generally. Imam al-Dhahabi

:records

وهف هرصب ، بهذ  امدعب  هنم  عمـس  نمو  رـصبلا ، حیحـص  وهو  نیتئملا ، لبق  قازرلا  دبع  انیتأ  لاق : دمحأ ، انربخأ  یقـشمدلا ، هعرز  وبأ 
عامسلا فیعض 

Abu Zur’ah al-Dimashqi – Ahmad: “We went to ‘Abd al-Razzaq before the year 200 H,
and his eye-sight was still good. Whoever heard from him after he lost his eye-sight,

(then what he heard is dha’if.”(3

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) also states

عیشتی ناکو  ریغتف  هرمع  رخآ  یف  یمع  ریهش  فنصم  ظفاح  هقث  یناعنصلا  رکب  وبأ  مهلاوم  يریمحلا  عفان  نب  مامه  نب  قازرلا  دبع 

Abd al-Razzaq b. Hammam b. Nafi’ al-Humayri, their freed slave, Abu Bakr al-San’ani:‘
Thiqah (trustworthy), hafiz (a hadith scientist), a well-known author. He became blind

(at the end of his lifetime, and thereby his memory deteriorated. He was a Shi’i.(4

In simple terms, ‘Abd al-Razzaq had a sound memory before his blindness. This

p: 158
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Ibid - 1
Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 2
Ashqudri al-Albani, Sahih Abi Dawud (Kuwait: Muasassat al-Gharas li al-Nashr wa al-

Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1423 H), vol. 7, p. 188, 2098
Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala - 3
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 9th edition, 1413 H) [annotators of the ninth volume:

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and Kamil al-Khurat], vol. 9, p. 565, 220
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 4
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 599,

4078
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puts everything into its proper context. All the alleged mistakes of ‘Abd al-Razzaq –
whether from Ma’mar or others - occurred only during the last part of his lifetime,
after he had gone blind. Therefore, whatever ahadith he transmitted before that

.period is sahih, with no defects at all

There seems to be irreconciliable contradictions among the Sunni muhadithun on the
gravity of ‘Abd al-Razzaq’s alleged mistakes after his blindness and subsequent
memory issues. Imam Ibn ‘Adi does not agree anyway that his memory problem
affected his narrations at all. By contrast, al-Bukhari alleges that it affected his
ahadith, even though his resultant mistakes were only very slight and

inconsequential. Imam Ahmad, at the other end, argues that ‘Abd al-Razzaq’s
mistakes after his blindness were actually serious. Yet, even if we took Ahmad’s view

!as the most correct, Hadith al-Siyadah still scales through

The question to ask is: did Abu al-Azhar hear Hadith al-Siyadah from him before his
blindness or not? Imam al-Dhahabi copies this game-changing report, which is

:specifically about the hadith

، روکبلا نم  یـسفن  یلع  تیـشخ  یتح  اموی ، هیلإ  ترکبف  هتیرق ، یلإ  قازرلا  دبع  جرخ  لاق : رهزلأا ، وبأ  انثدح  نادـبع : نب  یکم  لاق 
، ثیدـحلا اذـه  یلع  أرقو  یناعد ، هلاـصلا ، نم  غرف  اـملف  هبجعأـف ، ینآر ، جرخ ، اـملف  حبـصلا ، هلاـصل  جرخی  نأ  لـبق  هیلإ  تلـصوف 

.یباحصأ نود  هب  ینصخو 

:Makki b. ‘Abdan said: Abu al-Azhar narrated to us

Abd al-Razzaq went to his town. So, I went early to him one day, until I feared for‘
myself due to the earliness. I therefore reached him

p: 159
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before he went out for Salat al-Subh. When he came out, he SAW me, and he was

surprised. After finishing the Salat, he called him, and READ this hadith to me, and
(transmitted it to me only without my companions.(1

:Concerning Makki – the sub-narrator, al-Dhahabi states

.يروباسینلا یمیمتلا  متاح  وبأ  نقتملا ، هقثلا ، ثدحملا  ملسم ، نب  رکب  نب  دمحم  نبا  نادبع  نب  یکم 

Makki b. ‘Abdan b. Muhammad b. Bakr b. Muslim: the muhadith (hadith scientist), the
thiqah (trustworthy) hadith scientist, the extremely precise narrator, Abu Hatim al-

(Tamimi al-Naysaburi.(2

This basically seals everything! First, Abu al-Azhar got the hadith from ‘Abd al-Razzaq
before the latter’s blindness, when his memory was still sharp and sound. Therefore,
he was blessed with it at a time when ‘Abd al-Razzaq was not making mistakes in his

.reports, either from Ma’mar or anyone else

Second, ‘Abd al-Razzaq did NOT narrate to Abu al-Azhar from memory. He actually
“read” the hadith to the latter, obviously from a script! It might be argued that he must

have “read” it from memory, since no book or any other written source was

mentioned. Even then, this was before ‘Abd al-Razzaq’s blindness and memory

problems. As such, all criticisms of the hadith - on account of his memory – fall and fail
.completely

Hadith Al-Siyadah, Exploring the Scope of ‘Ali’s Superiority ( 18

The Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, identified Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-
salam, as a sayyid in both this world and the next. This, without doubt, falls within the

spiritual context. Of particular interest therefore is that the Prophet had

p: 160

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala - 1
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 9th edition, 1413 H) [annotators of the ninth volume:

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and Kamil al-Khurat], vol. 9, p. 576, 220
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Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala - 2
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 9th edition, 1413 H) [annotators of the fifteenth volume:

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and Ibraaheem al-Zaybaq], vol. 15, p. 70, 38
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described him as a sayyid in absolute terms. As such, he is superior – in the Sight of
Allah - to all mankind, except whoever has been excluded through other irrefutable
proofs. The Messenger stated the same thing about al-Hasan, ‘alaihi al-salam, the

:first son of ‘Ali. Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) records

هرم نایفس  لاقو  هرکب  ابأ  تعمس  لاق  نسحلا  تعمـس  لاق  لیئارـسإ  هل  لاقیو  یـسوم  یبأ  نع  نایفـس  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
هرم هیلعو  هرم  ساـنلا  یلع  لـبقی  وـهو  هعم  ملاـسلا  هیلع  نسحو  ربـنملا  یلع  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوـسر  تیأر  هرکب  یبأ  نـع 

دیس اذه  ینبا  نأ  لوقیو 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Sufyan – Abu Musa, also called‘
Israil – al-Hasan – Abu Bakrah; and Sufyan also narrated directly from Abu Bakrah at

:another time

I saw the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, upon the pulpit, and Hasan, ‘alaihi
salam, was with him. He was turning to the people at one time and turning to him (i.e.

(al-Hasan) at another, and he was saying: “Verily, this son of mine is a sayyid.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

يراخبلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of al-Bukhari.(2

:Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) also states about the same hadith

حیحص نسح  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith is hasan sahih.(3

:And ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) agrees

حیحص

(Sahih(4

In another report, our Prophet explains what this means. ‘Allamah al-Albani copies
:this hadith
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امهنم ریخ  امهوبأو  هنجلا  لهأ  بابش  ادیس  نیسحلاو : نسحلا  ناذه : يانبا 

These two sons of mine, al-Hasan

p: 161

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 37, 20408

Ibid - 2
Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 3
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 5, p. 658, 3773
Ibid - 4
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and al-Husayn, are the two sayyids of the youth of the people of Paradise, and their
(father is better than them both.(1

:The ‘Allamah comments

حیحص

(Sahih(2

:Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) also documents a similar report

مـصاع نع  حلاص  نب  یلع  انث  يرملا  دیعـس  نب  نامثع  انث  همیزخ  نب  يرـسلا  انث  لدعلا  روصنم  نب  دمحم  نب  ورمع  دیعـس  وبأ  انثدح 
ریخ امهوبأو  هنجلا  لهأ  بابش  ادیـس  نیـسحلاو  نسحلا  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق  هنع  هللا  یـضر  هللا  دبع  نع  رز  نع 

امهنم

Abu Sa’id ‘Amr b. Muhammad b. Mansur al-‘Adl – al-Sirri b. Khuzaymah – ‘Uthman b.
:Sa’id al-Mirri – ‘Ali b. Salih – ‘Asim – Zirr – ‘Abd Allah, may Allah be pleased with him

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “Al-Hasan and al-Husayn are the
two sayyids of the youth of the people of Paradise, and their father is better than

(them both.”(3

:Al-Hakim states

هدایزلا هذهب  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith is sahih with this ziyadah.(4

:And Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) concurs

حیحص

(Sahih(5

In other words, both al-Hasan and al-Husayn, ‘alaihima al-salam, are superior in the
Sight of Allah to anyone who will be a youth in Paradise. Of course, everyone in

:Paradise will be young. Imam al-Darimi (d. 255 H) records
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یبنلا نع  هریره  یبأ  نع  بشوح  نب  رهـش  نع  لوحلأا  رماع  نع  هیبأ  نع  ماشه  نب  ینعی  ذاعم  اـنث  یعاـفرلا  دـیزی  نب  دـمحم  اـنربخأ 
مهبابش ینفی  لاو  مهبایث  یلبت  لحک لا  درم  درج  بابش  هنجلا  لهأ  لاق  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

Muhammad b. Yazid al-Rufa’i – Mu’adh b. Hisham – his

p: 162

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 1
Ashqudri al-Albani, Sahih al-Jami’ al-Saghir wa Ziyadatuhu (Al-Maktab al-Islami), vol.

1, p. 70, 47
Ibid - 2

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 3
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 182, 4779
Ibid - 4
Ibid - 5
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:father – ‘Amir al-Ahwal – Shahr b. Hawshab – Abu Hurayrah

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: “The people of Paradise will be hairless,
beardless youth, with their eyes anointed with kohl. Their cloths will never become

(worn and their youth will never end.”(1

:Shaykh Dr. Asad comments

نسح هدانسإ 

(Its chain is hasan.(2

So, Imam al-Hasan and Imam al-Husayn are the best of all the people of Paradise,
from Adam till the last human being to die. The only exceptions are the Prophet
himself – being the sayyid of mankind – and Amir al-Muminin, who has been explicitly
excluded. The direct implication of this is that Imam ‘Ali is the sayyid of all inhabitants
of Paradise with the sole exception of the Messenger of Allah. Expectedly, the Ahl al-
Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah are troubled by the possibility of ‘Ali, al-Hasan or al-Husayn
being superior to either Abu Bakr or ‘Umar. Its implication is severe on the legitimacy

of the Sunni khilafah system. Imam al-Mubarakfuri (d. 1282 H) therefore posits the
:various Sunni diversions of the hadith

ملو هنجلا  باحـصأ  نم  هللا  لیبس  یف  اباش  تام  نم  لضفأ  امه  ینعی  رهظملا  لاق  هنجلا ...  لهأ  بابـش  ادیـس  نیـسحلاو  نسحلا  هلوق 
مهلک هنجلا  لهأ  نلأ  کلذو  نیدشارلا  ءافلخلاو  ءایبنلأا  يوس  هنجلا  لهأ  ادیس  امهنأ  وأ  لاهک ...  دقو  اتام  امهنلأ  بابشلا  نس  هب  دری 

نم هنجلا  لهأ  نم  مه  نم  بابش  ادیس  نلاا  امه  داری  نأ  نکمیو  یبیطلا  لاق  لهک  لاو  خیش  مهیف  سیلو  بابـشلا  وهو  دحاو  نس  یف 
نامزلا اذه  نابش 

His statement “al-Hasan and al-Husayn are

p: 163

Abu Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Darimi, Sunan (Beirut: Dar al-Kitab - 1
al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 2, p. 431, 2826
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the two sayyids of the youth of the people of Paradise” ... Al-Muzaffar said: “It means

that both of them are the best and most superior of whoever died young on the Path
of Allah among the inhabitants of Paradise. He (the Prophet) did not intend by it the
age of youth, because both of them died at elderly ages ... Or both of them are sayyids
of the people of Paradise except the prophets and the khulafa al-rashidin. And this is
because the people of Paradise will all be of the same age, and that is youth, and

.” there will not be any old or elderly person among them

Al-Tayyibi said, “It is possible the intended meaning is that both of them (i.e. al-Hasan
and al-Husayn) were at that moment sayyids of those youth who were from the

(people of Paradise from that era.”(1

All these acrobatics are obviously aimed at propping up Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. Shaykh
:Ibn Taymiyyah explains why

لـضفلأا هیلوت  هب  رومأملا  نأ  کلذـب  نیبیل  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ  انبحأو  انریخو  اندیـس  تنأف  تنأ  کعیابن  لب  لاـقف 
کعیابنف انلضفأ  تنأو 

So, he (‘Umar) said, “Rather, we will follow you because you are our sayyid.... He
wanted to make clear through it that: What is ORDAINED is to give authority to the

(best, and you are the best of us. So, we will follow you.(2

In simpler words, if it were confirmed that both al-Hasan and al-Husayn were

superior to Abu Bakr, then the latter’s khilafah

p: 164

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat - 1
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1410

H), vol. 10, p. 186
Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 2
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 8, p. 565
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would be illegitimate! It was, and is always, obligatory in the religion of Muhammad to
give authority and leadership to the best only. The direct implication of this is that
khilafah was the exclusive right of Amir al-Muminin, after the Messenger of Allah.

.After all, he was, and still is, the sayyid of all Muslims after their Prophet

Meanwhile, do the Sunni acrobatics really help their cause? There is a Sunni-only
version of the riwayah, which puts a complete end to the debate. ‘Allamah al-Albani

:copies this hadith

ناک ام  لاإ  هنجلا  لهأ  ءاسن  هدیس  همطافو  ایرکز  نب  ییحیو  میرم  نب  یسیع  هلاخلا  ینبا  لاإ  هنجلا  لهأ  بابش  ادیس  نیـسحلاو  نسحلا 
نارمع تنب  میرم  نم 

Al-Hasan and al-Husayn are the two sayyids of the people of Paradise, except the two

maternal cousins: ‘Isa b. Maryam and Yahya b. Zakariyah. And Fatimah is the
(sayyidah of the women of the people of Paradise except Maryam bint ‘Imran.(1

:The ‘Allamah says

حیحص

(Sahih(2

So, after the Messenger of Allah and Amir al-Muminin, the only other creatures who

will not be under the superiority of al-Hasan and al-Husayn in Paradise are Prophet
‘Isa, ‘alaihi al-salam, and Prophet Yahya, ‘alaihi al-salam. Now, how exactly can our

?Sunni brothers explain away this one to save their first two khalifahs

Hadith Sadd Al-Abwab, A Tale of Two Hadiths ( 19

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

یبأ نع  حیحـصلا  یف  يذـلا  نإف  هلباقملا  قیرط  یلع  هعیـشلا  هتعـضو  امم  اذـه  نإف  یلع  باب  لاإ  اهلک  باوبلأا  دـسو  هلوق  کلذـکو 
يذلا هضرم  یف  لاق  هنأ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نع  دیعس 

p: 165
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Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 1
Ashqudri al-Albani, Sahih al-Jami’ al-Saghir wa Ziyadatuhu (Al-Maktab al-Islami), vol.

1, p. 607, 3181
Ibid - 2
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ملاسلإا هوخأ  نکلو  لایلخ  رکب  ابأ  تذختلا  یبر  ریغ  لایلخ  اذختم  تنک  ولو  رکب  وبأ  هتبحصو  هلام  یف  یلع  سانلا  نمأ  نإ  هیف  تام 
رکب یبأ  هخوخ  لاإ  تدس  لاإ  هخوخ  دجسملا  یف  نیقبی  هتدومو لا 

And likewise, his statement “and close all doors except the door of ‘Ali”, verily, this is
part of what was fabricated by the Shi’ah in order to oppose. This is because that
which is recorded in the Sahih from Abu Sa’id from the Prophet, peace be upon him, is
that he said during his fatal illness: “The one among mankind who has conferred upon
me the most FAVOURS with his money and his company is Abu Bakr. If I were to
choose a friend (khalil) other than my Lord, I would have chosen Abu Bakr as a friend
(khalil). However, the Islamic brotherhood and his kindness (are enough). Close all the

(wickets in the mosque except the wicket of Abu Bakr.” (1

:There are a number of quick points from the above

There are two irreconciliably contradictory reports – one of them in favour of ‘Ali, . 1
.‘alaihi al-salam, and the other in favour of Abu Bakr

.Both hadiths have the same contents . 2

Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah thinks that the Shi’ah fabricated the report in favour of ‘Ali in . 3
.order to oppose that in favour of Abu Bakr

The hadith in favour of Abu Bakr, which our dear Shaykh has quoted, however has
some fatal problems. For instance, Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) records that the Prophet,

sallallahu ‘alaihi

p: 166

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 5, p. 35
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:wa alihi, had said

رکب یبأ  هخوخ  لاإ  هخوخ  دجسملا  یف  نیقبت  لا 

(No WICKET shall remain in the mosque except the WICKET of Abu Bakr.(1

This calls for the destruction or removal – and not closure - of all wickets in the
mosque. Meanwhile, it directly contradicts another “sahih” version quoted by our

:Shaykh

رکب یبأ  هخوخ  لاإ  تدس  لاإ  هخوخ  دجسملا  یف  نیقبی  لا 

.Close all the WICKETS in the mosque except the WICKET of Abu Bakr

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) also documents that the Messenger of Allah had said

وأ ملاـسلإا  هوخإ  نکلو  رکب  ابأ  تذختلا  یبر  ریغ  لایلخ  سانلا  نم  اذـختم  تنک  ولو  رکب  وبأ  هلامو  هتبحـص  یف  یلع  سانلا  نمأ  نا 
رکب یبأ  باب  لاا  دس  لاا  دجسملا  یف  باب  یقبی  هتدوم لا 

The one among mankind who has conferred upon me the most FAVOURS with his
company and his money is Abu Bakr. If I were to choose from mankind a friend (khalil)
other than my Lord, I would have chosen Abu Bakr as a friend (khalil). However, the
Islamic brotherhood or his kindness is enough. Close all the DOORS in the mosque

(except the DOOR of Abu Bakr.(2

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

نسح دانسإ  اذهو  حیحص 

(It is sahih, and this chain is hasan.(3

:Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) seals it

هیلع و هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نأ  هشئاع  نع  هورع  نع  يرهزلا  نع  دشار  نب  قحـسإ  نع  راتخملا  نب  میهاربإ  انثدح  دیمح  نب  دمحم  انثدح 
رکب یبأ  باب  لاإ  باوبلأا  دسب  رمأ  ملس 

Muhammad b. Hamid – Ibrahim b. al-Mukhtar – Ishaq b. Rashid – al-Zuhri
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Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1854,

(2382 (2
Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 2

[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 18, 11150
Ibid - 3
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:Urwah – ‘Aishah – ‘

The Prophet, peace be upon him, ordered the closure of the doors except the DOOR

(of Abu Bakr.(1

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) says‘

حیحص

(Sahih(2

Of course, a “wicket” is an entirely different thing from a “door”! So, what exactly did
the Prophet mention? Was it a wicket or a door? Moreover, what instruction did he
give exactly? Destruction or removal of wickets? Closure of wickets? Or, closure of
doors? These are fundamental inconsistencies in these reports of the same hadith,

.and this only suggests that they were mere “rushed” polemical arts

Worse still, the hadith assumes that people used to do “favours” to the Messenger of
Allah with their company and their wealth. But, what is a favour? It is an act of
kindness that is performed beyond what is due or normal, to which the beneficiary is
NOT entitled at all by right. If the beneficiary is entitled to it by right, then it is no
longer a “favour”. So, if we accepted the hadith cited by our Shaykh, we must conclude
that the Prophet had no right to the company of his Sahabah! Rather, they only kept
him company out of their magnanimity to him. As such, it was something he should be
thanking them all for, especially Abu Bakr who supposedly did the most “favours” in

:this regard! The Qur’an, however, has directly refuted all that

نیقداص متنک  نإ  نامیلإل  مکاده  نأ  مکیلع  نمی  هللا  لب  مکملاسإ  یلع  اونمت  لق لا  اوملسأ  نأ  کیلع  نونمی 

They regard as a

p: 168

Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 1
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-
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Albani], vol. 5, p. 616, 3678
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favour upon you (O Muhammad) that they have embraced Islam. Say: “Count NOT
your Islam as a favour upon me. Rather, Allah has conferred a favour upon you, that

(He has guided you to the Faith, if you are truthful”.(1

So, the Islam of Abu Bakr – the obligations of which [if genuine] would certainly have
included his spendings in the Way of Allah and his companionship – was never a
favour upon the Messenger of Allah! By contrast, it was the Prophet who had done
favour to him by giving him guidance and his own blessed company. This is further

:indicated in this verse

نم اوناک  نإو  همکحلاو  باـتکلا  مهملعیو  مهیکزیو  هتاـیآ  مهیلع  ولتی  مهـسفنأ  نم  ـلاوسر  مهیف  ثعب  ذإ  نینمؤملا  یلع  هللا  نم  دـقل 
نیبم للاض  یفل  لبق 

Indeed, Allah has conferred a favour upon the believers when He sent among them a
Messenger from among themselves, reciting unto them His Verses, and purifying
them, and teaching them the Book and wisdom, while before that they had been in

(manifest misguidance.(2

Therefore, there is no doubt about it. The Prophet of Allah was the one doing the
favour, on behalf of Him, to Abu Bakr and the other Sahabah. It was never the other
way round. No Muslim ever did a single favour to the Messenger. The Qur’an is very

.explicit about this

Honestly, it is also a grave insult to the office of nubuwwah to suggest that Abu Bakr
was doing a “favour” to the Prophet by keeping him company! There

p: 169

Qur’an 49:17 - 1
Qur’an 3:164 - 2
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is even an element of blasphemy in it. If Abu Bakr was the one conferring a “favour”
upon the Prophet – and not the other way round – through his company, does this not
suppose that the former was the superior party? The “favour” of companionship is
conferred only by masters. Subordinates serve their superiors through their

companionship, while friends exercise it as a duty of their bond, and never as a
”. “favour

The third fatal problem with the report of Abu Sa’id – which is far more serious - is
that it presupposes that the Prophet did not have any khalil (friend) among his
followers – not even a single one! That indeed is extremely weird! A khalil is a friend or
companion whom you love and who loves you! So, the Messenger of Allah did not
have a single friend or companion among the Muslims whom he loved, and who loved

?him?! Is that not a very reckless submission

The truth however is that all pious people are akhilla (plural of khalil) of one another.
:Each loves all the others, and is loved by them. Allah says

نیقتملا لاإ  ودع  ضعبل  مهضعب  ذئموی  ءلاخلأا 

Friends (akhilla, plural of khalil) on that Day will be foes one to another, except the
(pious.(1

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H) comments

ام لاإ  هوادع  همایقلا  موی  بلقنت  اهنإف  هللا  ریغل  هباحـصو  هقادـص  لک  يأ : نیقتملا } لاإ  ودـع  ضعبل  مهـضعب  ذـئموی  ءلاخلأا  : } هلوقو
.هماودب مئاد  هنإف  لجو ، زع  ناک الله ،

His Statement {Friends on that Day will be foes

p: 170

Qur’an 43:67. This verse, among others, brings down a notion which is very - 1
widespread among common Sunnis that the word khalil refers to the person most

beloved to another. If such were the case, then the Prophet would have been the sole
khalil of every pious Muslim. However, each pious Muslim is a khalil of the other, in this
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.world and in the Hereafter, and this is very explicit from the verse
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one to another, except the pious}, means: every friendship or companionship that is
not for the sake of Allah will turn on the Day of Resurrection into enmity, except what

(was for the sake of Allah the Almighty the Most Glorious, which will survive forever.(1

:Imam al-Baghwi (d. 516 H) also submits

یلع لجو  زع  هللا  یف  نیباحتملا  لاإ  نیقتملا } لاإ  ودع  ضعبل  مهـضعب  ، } همایقلا موی  ذئموی } ، } ایندـلا یف  هیـصعملا  یلع  ءلاخلأا } }
.لجو زع  هللا  هعاط 

Friends} upon sin in this world, {on that Day} the Day of Resurrection, {will be foes}
one to another, except the pious} except those who love one another for the sake of
Allah the Almighty the Most Glorious, upon obedience to Allah the Almighty, the Most

(Glorious.(2

:Imam Abu Sa’ud (d. 951 H) further states under the verse

نوباحتملا  } ءلاخلأا {

(Friends [akhilla]} [means] people who love one another.(3}

So, we ask: did the Prophet not have any friend or companion who loved him and
whom he loved? If he did, then such a friend or companion was his khalil! If there
none, there could be only one possible explanation: none of the Sahabah was pious!

:‘Allamah al-Albani has copied a hadith proving such a conclusion

هللا یف  ضغبت  هللا و  یف  بحت  نأ  ملاسلإا : يرع  قثوأ  نإ 

Verily, the strongest handhold of Islam is that you love for the sake of Allah and hate
(for the sake of Allah.(4

:The ‘Allamah states

نسح

(Hasan(5

Since the Messenger loved and hated only for the sake of Allah, then he certainly
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loved all the pious ones among his
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:Sahabah, at the least due to this verse

نیقتملا بحی  هللا  نإ 

(Surely, Allah loves the pious.(1

Of course, it is completely unthinkable that any Muslim could be pious without loving
the Messenger of Allah! As such, we affirm that the Prophet did have akhilla – friends
and companions who loved him for the sake of Allah and whom He too loved for His
sake. There, in fact, were many of them! The most noticeable of them, of course, in
the ahadith of the Messenger is none other than Amir al-Muminin. Imam Muslim

:records

نب رماع  نع  رامـسم  نب  ریکب  نع  لیعامـسإ ) نبا  وهو   ) متاح انثدح  لااق  ظفللا ) یف  ابراقتو   ) دابع نب  دمحمو  دیعـس  نب  هبیتق  انثدـح 
نهلاق اثلاث  ترکذ  امأ  لاقف  بارتلا ؟ ابأ  بست  نأ  کعنم  ام  لاقف  ادعس  نایفـس  یبأ  نب  هیواعم  رمأ  لاق  هیبأ  نع  صاقو  یبأ  نب  دعس 

لاق هلوسرو  هللا  هبحیو  هلوسرو  هللا  بحی  لاجر  هیارلا  نیطعلأ  ربیخ  موی  لوقی  هتعمس   ... هبسأ نلف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هل 
هیلع هللا  حتفف  هیلإ  هیارلا  عفدو  هنیع  یف  قصبف  دمرأ  هب  یتأف  ایلع  یل  اوعدا  لاقف  اهل  انلواطتف 

Qutaybah b. Sa’id and Muhammad b. ‘Abbad – Hatim b. Isma’il – Bukayr b. Musmar –
(: ‘Amir b. Sa’id b. Abi Waqqas – his father (Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas

Mu’awiyah commanded Sa’d, and therefore said, “What prevented you from cursing
Abu al-Turab (i.e. ‘Ali)?” So, he (Sa’d) replied, “As long as I remember three things

which the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said about him, I will never curse

p: 172

Qur’an 9:4 - 1
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him ... I heard him saying on the Day of Khaybar, “I will give the flag to a man who

loves Allah and His Messenger, and Allah and His Messenger too love him.” So, we

longed for it (i.e. the flag). Then he said, “Call ‘Ali for me”, and he was brought to him.
He was sore-eyed. He applied saliva to his eye and gave the flag to him, and Allah

(granted him victory.”(1

This leaves absolutely no questions. Amir al-Muminin was a confirmed khalil of both
Allah and His Messenger. Interestingly, the report quoted by Ibn Taymiyyah claims

that Abu Bakr was NEVER a khalil of the Prophet! Rather, there was only a wish that
he was! So, that hadith – apart from its serious defects – actually undermines, rather
than promote, the cause of Abu Bakr! It, among others, shows that there was no
reciprocated love between him and the Messenger of Allah. This, in turn, casts grave
doubts upon a number of claims made about Abu Bakr, especially those concerning

.his piety

Perhaps, the greatest threat against the hadith about Abu Bakr is the version about
:‘Ali itself! Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) writes about it at length

یلع باب  كرتو  دجـسملا  یف  هعراشلا  باوبلأا  دـسب  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  انرمأ  لاق  صاقو  یبأ  نب  دعـس  ثیدـح  اـهنم 
يوق هدانسإو  یئاسنلاو  دمحأ  هجرخأ 

اهدس هللا  نکلو  اهتددس  انا  ام  لاقف  انباوبأ  تددس  هللا  لوسر  ای  اولاقف  هدایزلا  نم  تاقث  اهلاجر  طسولأا  یف  یناربطلل  هیاور  یفو 

لاق مقرأ  نب  دیز  نعو 
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سان ملکتف  یلع  باب  لاا  باوبلأا  هذه  اودس  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاقف  دجسملا  یف  هعراش  باوبأ  هباحـصلا  نم  رفنل  ناک 
یئاسنلاو دمحأ  هجرخأ  هتعبتاف  ئشب  ترمأ  نکلو  هتحتف  لاو  ائیش  تددس  ام  هللاو  ینا  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاقف  کلذ  یف 

تاقث هلاجرو  مکاحلاو 

باب ریغ  باوبلأا  دسب  رمأو  هیاور  یفو  یلع  باب  لاا  تدسف  دجسملا  باوبأب  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  رمأ  لاق  سابع  نبا  نعو 
تاقث امهلاجرو  یئاسنلاو  دمحأ  امهجرخأ  هریغ  قیرط  هل  سیل  بنج  وهو  دجسملا  لخدی  ناکف  یلع 

هجرخأ بنج  وهو  هیف  رم  امبرف  یلع  باب  ریغ  اهلک  باوبـلأا  دـسب  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  اـنرمأ  لاـق  هرمـس  نب  رباـج  نعو 
یناربطلا

رمع مث  رکب  وبأ  مث  سانلا  ریخ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نمز  یف  لوقن  انک  لاق  رمع  نبا  نعو 
هیلع هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هجوز  معنلا  رمح  نم  یلإ  بحأ  نهنم  هدحاو  یل  نوکی  نلا  لاصخ  ثلاث  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  یطعأ  دقلو 

نسح هدانسإو  دمحأ  هجرخأ  ربیخ  موی  هیارلا  هاطعأو  دجسملا  یف  هباب  لاا  باوبلأا  دسو  هل  تدلوو  هتنبا  ملسو 

یلع امأو  هیفو  ثیدـحلا  رکذـف  نامثعو  یلع  نع  ینربخأ  رمع  نبلا  تلقف  لاق  تلامهمب  رارع  نب  ءلاعلا  قیرط  نم  یئاـسنلا  جرخاو 
حیحصلا لاجر  هلاجرو  هباب  رقأو  دجسملا  یف  انباوبأ  دس  دق  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نم  هتلزنم  یلإ  رظناو  ادحأ  هنع  لأست  لاف 

هریغو نیعم  نب  ییحی  هقثو  دقو  ءلاعلا  لاا 

اهعومجم نع  لاضف  جاجتحلال  حلاص  اهنم  قیرط  لکو  اضعب  اهضعب  يوقی  ثیداحلأا  هذهو 

Among them is the
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hadith of Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas: “The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, ORDERED

us to close all the doors opening into the mosque, and he left (open) the door of ‘Ali.”
(. Ahmad and al-Nasai recorded it and its chain is qawi (strong

And in the report of al-Tabarani in al-Awsat, whose narrators are trustworthy, there
is the addition: “So they said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! You have closed our doors.’ He

.’” replied, ‘I have not closed it. Rather, Allah has closed it

Zayd b. Arqam also narrated: “Some of the Sahabah had doors opening into the
mosque. So, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, ‘Close all these doors
except the door of ‘Ali.’ Then, some people criticized that (order). As a result, the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, ‘I swear by Allah, I have not closed
anything or open it. Rather, I was ordered (by Allah) to do something, and I followed it
(i.e. the order).’” Ahmad, al-Nasai and al-Hakim recorded it and its narrators are

.trustworthy

Ibn ‘Abbas further narrated: “The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
commanded that the doors of the mosque be closed except the door of ‘Ali.” In
another report (he said): “He ordered the closure of the doors other than the door of
‘Ali. So, he used to enter the mosque after having a seminal discharge before
performing his purification bath. He had no other path except it (i.e. the mosque)”.

Ahmad and Nasai recorded it and their
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.narrators are trustworthy

Jabir b. Samurah also narrated: “The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him ordered
us to close all the doors except the door of ‘Ali. So, perhaps, he would pass through it
(i.e. the mosque) after having a seminal discharge before performing his purification

.bath.” Al-Tabarani recorded it

Ibn ‘Umar narrated: “We used to say during the lifetime of the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, is the best of
mankind, then Abu Bakr, then ‘Umar. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib has been given three qualities, if I
had just one of them, it would be more beloved to me than a red camel. The
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, married his daughter to him, and she gave
birth to his children. He (the Prophet) also closed the doors in the mosque except his
door. And he gave him the flag on the Day of Khaybar.” Ahmad recorded it and its

.chain is hasan

And al-Nasai recorded through the route of al-‘Ala b. ‘Arar: “I said to Ibn ‘Umar: ‘Tell
me about ‘Ali and ‘Uthman’.” Then he (al-Nasai) mentioned the hadith (as above), and
added (that Ibn ‘Umar said), “As for ‘Ali, do not ask anyone about him. Just look at his
status from the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. He had closed our doors in
the mosques and left his door open.” Its narrators are narrators of the Sahih except

al-‘Ala, and Yahya b. Ma’in and
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(. others have declared him thiqah (trustworthy

These ahadith strengthen one another, and each of the chains is qualified to be used
(as a hujjah, much less their combination.(1

:Imam al-Tirmidhi further records

هللا لوسر  نأ  سابع  نبا  نع  نومیم  نب  ورمع  نع  جلب  یبأ  نع  هبعـش  نع  راتخملا  نب  میهاربإ  انثدح  يزارلا  دیمح  نب  دمحم  انثدـح 
یلع باب  لاإ  باوبلأا  دسب  رمأ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

Muhammad b. Hamid al-Razi – Ibrahim b. al-Mukhtar – Shu’bah – Abu Balj – ‘Amr b.
:Maymun – Ibn ‘Abbas

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, ORDERED that all doors be closed except
(the door of ‘Ali.(2

:And ‘Allamah al-Albani comments

حیحص

(Sahih(3

:Imam al-Haythami (d. 807 H) also documents

هیلع هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  رمأ  لاقف : اهب  کلام  نب  دعـس  انیقلف  لمجلا  نمز  هنیدملا  یلإ  انجرخ  لاق :  ینانکلا  میقرلا  نب  هللا  دبع  نعو 
یلع باب  كرتو  دجسملا  یف  هعراشلا  باوبلأا  دسب  ملس  و 

:Narrated ‘Abd Allah b. al-Raqim al-Kanani

We went to Madinah during the time of (the Battle of) al-Jamal (between ‘Ali and
‘Aishah) and we met Sa’d b. Malik there (i.e. in Madinah), and he said, “The Messenger

of Allah, peace be upon him, ORDERED that all the doors opening into the mosque

(must be closed, and he left (open) the door of ‘Ali.”(4

:Then, he says

نسح دمحأ  دانسإو  دمحأ ...  هاور 
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(Ahmad narrated it ... and the chain of Ahmad is hasan.(5

:Meanwhile, ‘Allamah al-Albani has some additional comments

ریغ دجـسملا  باوبأ  اودس  ظفلب ":  ارـصتخم  اعوفرم  سابع  نبا  نع  نومیم  نب  ورمع  انثدح  جلب : یبأ  ثیدـح  یلإ  ریـشی  هلعلو  تلق :
باب
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Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: - 1
Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Taba’ah wa al-Nashr; 2nd edition), vol. 7, pp. 12-13

Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 2
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 5, p. 641, 3732
Ibid - 3

Nur al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Majma’ al-Zawaid (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1412 - 4
H), vol. 9, p. 149, 14672
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 ". هریغ قیرط  هل  سیل  هقیرط ، وهو  ابنج  دجسملا  لخدیف  لاق " : یلع ."

هنع هبعش  نع  ( 63/42  " ) صئاصخلا یف "  یئاـسنلاو  ( ، 2/301  ) يذمرتلاو هناوع ، یبأ  نع  331 و 331 )  - 1/330  ) دمحأ هجرخأ 
". بیرغ ثیدح  : " لاقو دجسملا  لوخد  نود  هوحن ؛

یف اـمک  أـطخأ  اـمبر  قودـص  وهو  یفوـکلا -  يرازفلا  وـهو  جـلب -  یبأ  ریغ  نیخیـشلا ؛ لاـجر  تاـقث  هلاـجر  دـیج ، هدانـسإو  تلق :
". بیرقتلا "

هتحصب اهیلع  فقاولا  عطقی  هریثک  دهاوش  هل  حیحص  ثیدحلا  نم  ردقلا  اذهو 

I say: Perhaps he is referring to the hadith of Abu Balj – ‘Amr b. Maymun – Ibn ‘Abbas
from the Prophet in a summarized manner with this wording, “Close the doors of the
mosque except the door of ‘Ali.” He said, “So he (‘Ali) used to enter the mosque after
having a seminal discharge before performing the purification bath. It (i.e. the

.” mosque) was his pathway, and he had no other pathway except it

Ahmad (1/330-331 and 331) recorded it from Abu ‘Awanah, and al-Tirmidhi (2/301), and
al-Nasai in al-Khasais (42/63) from Shu’bah from him, without (mentioning) the

.” entrance into the mosque and he (al-Tirmidhi) said, “a gharib (strange) hadith

I say: Its chain is jayyid (good). Its narrators are trustworthy, narrators of the two

Shaykhs, apart from Abu Balj – and he is al-Fazari al-Kufi – and he is saduq (very
.truthful), maybe he made mistakes, as stated in al-Taqrib

This part of the hadith is sahih. It has a lot of shawahid (witnesses), which absolutely
(necessitate accepting it as sahih.(1

,These reports basically cancel out those about Abu Bakr
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and leave no room for reconciliation or harmonization. If we assumed – for the sake
of argument - that both events might haved occurred, then one of them must at least
have preceded the other. So, which was it? The highly interesting part is that
whichever of them is placed earlier cancels out the possibility of the other. Apparently
baffled by the huge clash between the two hadiths – one in favour of Abu Bakr and
the other in favour of ‘Ali – al-Hafiz makes a desperate attempt to find a middle

:ground

دحلا لحی  لاق لا  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نا  يذمرتلا  هجرخأ  يذلا  ینعی  يردخلا  دیعـس  یبأ  ثیدح  هیلع  لد  امب  امهنیب  عمجلا 
رمؤی مل  کلذلف  هریغ  باب  هتیبل  نکی  ملو  دجسملا  ههج  یلإ  ناک  یلع  باب  نا  ینعملاو  كریغو  يریغ  ابنج  دجـسملا  اذه  قرطی  نا 

هیلع هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نا  بطنح  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  بلطملا  قیرط  نم  نارقلا  ماکحا  یف  یضاقلا  لیعامـسإ  هجرخأ  ام  کلذ  دیؤیو  هدسب 
دجسملا یف  ناک  هتیب  نلا  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلعل  لاا  بنج  وهو  دجسملا  یف  رمی  نا  دحلا  نذأی  مل  ملسو 

متی نکلو لا  رکب  وبأ  ینثتـسا  يرخلأا  یفو  هرکذ  امل  یلع  ینثتـسا  یلولأا  یفف  نیترم  عقو  باوبـلأا  دـسب  رمـلاا  نا  عمجلا  لـصحمو 
حرص امک  هخوخلا  هب  دارملاو  يزاجملا  بابلا  یلع  رکب  یبأ  هصق  یف  امو  یقیقحلا  بابلا  یلع  یلع  هصق  یف  ام  لمحی  ناب  لاا  کلذ 
کلذ دعب  اورمأف  اهنم  دجـسملا  یلإ  لوخدلا  نوبرقتـسی  اخوخ  اوثدحأو  اهودـس  باوبلأا  دـسب  اورمأ  امل  مهنأکو  هقرط  ضعب  یف  هب 

هقیرط هذهف  اهدسب 
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نیثیدحلا نیب  عمجلا  یف  اهب  سأب  لا 

Hamonization between the two (hadiths) is through what is proved by the hadith of
Abu Sa’id al-Khudri, that is the one recorded by al-Tirmidhi, that the Prophet, peace
be upon him, said (to ‘Ali), “It is not permissible for anyone to pass through this
mosque after having a seminal discharge before performing his purification bath
except me and you (i.e. ‘Ali).” The meaning is that the door of ‘Ali opens into the
mosque and his house had no other door. This was why he was not commanded to

.close it

This is confirmed by what Isma’il al-Qadhi recorded in Ahkam al-Qur’an from the
route of al-Mutalib b. ‘Abd Allah b. Hantab that the Prophet, peace be upon him, did
not permit anyone to pass through the mosque after having a seminal discharge,
before performing his purification bath, except ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, because his house was

.” in the mosque

The outcome of the harmonization is that the command to close the doors occurred
twice. In the first instance, only ‘Ali was exempted due to the reason mentioned. In
the other instance, only Abu Bakr was exempted. However, that will not be fully
correct except by interpreting what is (mentioned) in the story of ‘Ali (i.e. the door)
literally, and what is (mentioned) in the story of Abu Bakr (i.e. the door) metaphorically.
What is meant by it (i.e. the door in Abu Bakr’s story) is his wicket, as explicitly stated

.through some of its chains
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It is as though he (the Prophet) ordered that the doors be closed. They (the Sahabah)
closed them but made wickets instead through which they entered into the mosque.
Then he (the Prophet) ordered that they too be closed. There is no problem with this

(method of harmonizing the two hadiths.(1

:Through this submission, al-Hafiz seeks to kill three birds with a single stone

Remove the inconsistencies in the hadith about Abu Bakr by re-interpreting “wicket” . 1
”. to mean “door

.Explain away the reason for allowing ‘Ali to leave his door open . 2

.Placing the story of ‘Ali ahead in time before that of Abu Bakr . 3

However, this in fact only creates even more severe problems! Our Hafiz submits that
the house of ‘Ali had no other door except that in the masjid. Therefore, if his only
door had been closed, he would have had no way of accessing his house any longer,

.and his family would have been caged inside it

As such, he was excused and exempted the first time. But then, why would the
Messenger of Allah have nonetheless gone ahead later to issue a new order against
‘Ali to seal his sole door? After all, no evidence is led to show that Amir al-Muminin had
later built a second exit from his house! Did the Prophet really intend to siege Imam

?! ‘Ali and his family in, or banish them from, their house, as al-Hafiz suggests

Besides, the Sunni narrative of the two incidents do not place their Sahabah in a good
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:light. Al-Hafiz states

یلإ لوخدلا  نوبرقتـسی  اخوخ  اوثدـحأو  اهودـس  باوبلأا  دـسب  اورمأ  امل  مهنأکو  هقرط  ضعب  یف  هب  حرـص  امک  هخوخلا  هب  دارملاو 
نیثیدحلا نیب  عمجلا  یف  اهب  سأب  هقیرط لا  هذهف  اهدسب  کلذ  دعب  اورمأف  اهنم  دجسملا 

What is meant by it (i.e. the door in Abu Bakr’s story) is his wicket, as explicitly stated
through some of its chains. It is as though he (the Prophet) ordered that the doors be
closed. They (the Sahabah) closed them but made wickets instead through which they
entered into the mosque. Then he (the Prophet) ordered that they too be closed.

.There is no problem with this method of harmonizing the two hadiths

Simply put, the Messenger ordered his companions to “close” their doors which had
opened into his mosque. The order to close meant that the doors were NOT to be

.removed or replaced. Rather, they were to be left intact, but under lock

However, what did the Sahabah do instead? They disobeyed the order by removing

the doors and replacing them with wickets! One of these rebellious companions was

Abu Bakr. What Sunni Islam wants us to believe, however, is that the Prophet later
legitimized their disobedience and recognized their wickets! Worse still, he even

”! proceeded to refer to those illegal wickets as “doors

Meanwhile, we consider it utterly unthinkable that the Messenger of Allah would have
referred to “wickets” as “doors” in any circumstance! It is like designating a kitchen

,knife as a sword! The Prophet was the master of language
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knowledge and wisdom on the earth. It would be highly blasphemous to suggest that
he did not know the difference between wickets and doors, or that he equated the

!two

Moreover, disobedience to Allah and His Messenger is never okayed or rewarded in
Islam. It is instead condemned and sanctioned appropriately. Abu Bakr’s wicket – in
line with the theory of al-Hafiz – was installed, in clear disobedience to Allah and His
Messenger. The order to him was to keep his door intact, but closed. However, he
replaced it instead with his wicket. As such, it was nothing but an illegal entity.
Obviously, the Prophet of Allah would never have applauded such rebellion or its

!symbols

?Hadith Sadd Al-Abwab, What Doors Exactly Were Closed ( 20

Why exactly did the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, order that all doors
be closed except the door of Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam? This is a question that
has engaged the ‘ulama of the Ahl al-Sunnah for centuries, with each side among

them offering its difference perspective on the incident. Perhaps, the most

widespread opinion among the Sunni scholars is that ‘Ali was only “spared” out of
mercy. His house had only one door, which was that which opened into the mosque. If
it were closed, then he and his family would be sealed inside their house or

:permanently blocked from entering it. Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) is quite explicit on this

هدسب رمؤی  مل  کلذلف  هریغ  باب  هتیبل  نکی  ملو  دجسملا  ههج  یلإ  ناک  یلع  باب  نا  ینعملاو 

The meaning

p: 183
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is that the door of ‘Ali opens into the mosque and his house had no other door. This
(was why he was not commanded to close it.(1

One of the most crucial evidences often quoted for this position is this hadith
(: documented by Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H

نب ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  لبنح  نب  دمحأ  نب  هللا  دبع  انث  هباتک  لصأ  نم  دادغبب  یعیطقلا  نادمح  نب  رفعج  نب  دمحأ  رکب  وبأ  انربخأ 
نأ امإ  سابع :  نبا  ای  اولاقف :  طهر  هعـست  هاتأ  ذإ  سابع  نبا  دنع  سلاجل  ینإ  لاق  نومیم  نب  ورمع  انث  جلب  وبأ  انث  هناوع  وبأ  انث  دامح 

 : لاق یمعی  نأ  لبق  حیحـص  ذـئموی  وهو  لاق  مکعم  موقأ  انأ  لب  سابع  نبا  لاـقف  لاـق :  ءـلاؤه  نیب  نم  اـنب  ولخت  نأ  اـمإو  اـنعم  موقت 
هریغ دحلأ  تسیل  لئاضف  هرـشع  عضب  هل  لجر  یف  اوعقو  فتو  فأ  لوقیو  هبوث  ضفنی  ءاجف  لاق  اولاق  ام  يردن  لاف  اوثدحتف  اوؤدتباف 

هل سیل  هقیرط  وهو  ابنج  دجسملا  لخدی  ناکف  یلع  باب  ریغ  دجسملا  باوبأ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  دسو  سابع  نبا  لاق  ....
هریغ قیرط 

Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Ja’far b. Hamdan al-Qati’i – ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Hanbal – my

father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) Yahya b. Hamad – Abu Awanah – Abu Balj - ‘Amr b.
:Maymun

I was sitting in the company of Ibn ‘Abbas when nine men came to him and said, “O
Ibn ‘Abbas! Either you debate with us, or tell these folks that you prefer a private

debate.” So, Ibn ‘Abbas said, “I would rather participate
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with you.” In those days, he had not lost his eye-sight yet. So they started talking, but
.I was not sure exactly what they were talking about

Then he came, squeezing his robe, and saying: “Nonsense! They are attacking a man

who has ten EXCLUSIVE MERITS.... Ibn ‘Abbas said: “The Messenger of Allah, peace
be upon him, closed the doors of the mosque except the door of ‘Ali. So he (‘Ali) used
to enter the mosque after having a seminal discharge before performing the
purification bath. It (i.e. the mosque) was his pathway, and he had no other pathway

(except it.”(1

:Al-Hakim states

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith has a sahih chain(2

:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) agrees

حیحص

(Sahih(3

If we accepted al-Hafiz’s understanding of the hadith, then there would be no value in
it for ‘Ali. After all, if another Sahabi had fallen into a similar “predicament”, he would

have been treated similarly “out of mercy”. Therefore, it would be an “ordinary”
incident with no special significance to it. However, that theory lacks strength in many

respects. First, Ibn ‘Abbas, radhiyallahu ‘anhu, considered the hadith to be a “merit” of
‘Ali, in fact his “exclusive merit”! This reveals very clearly that our Hafiz understood the

.reports very wrongly

Even though ‘Ali had only one door, that was NOT the reason he was allowed to open
it. He certainly could have been ordered to relocate the door to the opposite side of

.his house; and he would have achieved that within hours

So, there was
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clearly a choice in the matter. But, the Prophet deemed it unnecessary. In fact, it is
obvious from Ibn ‘Abbas’ words that even if there had been many doors to the house
of ‘Ali, he still would have been exempted from the closure order. After all, the
Messenger purposely left open his door to highlight his “exclusive merit” over the rest

.of the Sahabah

Interestingly, Ibn ‘Umar also understood the incident as indicating a unique rank. Al-
:Hafiz states

یلع امأو  هیفو  ثیدـحلا  رکذـف  نامثعو  یلع  نع  ینربخأ  رمع  نبلا  تلقف  لاق  تلامهمب  رارع  نب  ءلاعلا  قیرط  نم  یئاـسنلا  جرخاو 
حیحصلا لاجر  هلاجرو  هباب  رقأو  دجسملا  یف  انباوبأ  دس  دق  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نم  هتلزنم  یلإ  رظناو  ادحأ  هنع  لأست  لاف 

هریغو نیعم  نب  ییحی  هقثو  دقو  ءلاعلا  لاا 

اهعومجم نع  لاضف  جاجتحلال  حلاص  اهنم  قیرط  لکو  اضعب  اهضعب  يوقی  ثیداحلأا  هذهو 

And al-Nasai recorded through the route of al-‘Ala b. ‘Arar: “I said to Ibn ‘Umar: ‘Tell
me about ‘Ali and ‘Uthman’.” Then he (al-Nasai) mentioned the hadith (as above), and
added (that Ibn ‘Umar said), “As for ‘Ali, do not ask anyone about him. Just look at his
status from the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. He had closed our doors in
the mosques and left his door open.” Its narrators are narrators of the Sahih except

(. al-‘Ala, and Yahya b. Ma’in and others have declared him thiqah (trustworthy

These ahadith strengthen one another, and each of the chains is qualified to be used
as a hujjah, much
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(less their combination.(1

What exactly was this status? Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) records a hadith that gives the
:answer

تنب ءامـسأ  ینتثدـح  تلاق  یلع  تنب  همطاف  ینتثدـح  لاق  ینهجلا  یـسوم  انث  لاق  ریمن  نب  هللا  دـبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
یبن يدعب  سیل  هنا  لاا  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  تنأ  یلع  ای  لوقی : ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  تعمس  تلاق  سیمع 

Abd Allah – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd Allah b. Numayr – Musa al-Juhani –‘
:Fatimah bint ‘Ali – Asma bint ‘Umays

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying: “O ‘Ali! You are to me of
(the status of Harun to Musa except that there is no prophet after me.”(2

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

حیحص هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih(3

So, Imam ‘Ali was exempted from the closure order to highlight his status as the
Harun of our Ummah – the spiritual, political and military lieutenant of our Prophet.
Quite strangely though, Ibn ‘Umar and some other Sahabah did not think that this
status of ‘Ali placed him above Abu Bakr and ‘Umar! How they managed to arrive at

.such a weird conclusion is a mystery of mysteries

In a related riwayah, Ibn ‘Umar even revealed a fact that changes the game even
:more drastically. Imam al-Nasai (d. 303 H) records

یف وهو  رمع  نب  تلأس  لاق  رارع  نب  ءلاعلا  نع  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نع  لیئارـسإ  انثدح  لاق  هللا  دیبع  انثدح  لاق  نامیلـس  نب  دـمحأ  انربخأ 
لاقف نامثعو  یلع  نع  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  دجسم 
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 2
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 6, p. 438, 27507
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بنذأ هنإف  نامثع  امأو  هتیب  ریغ  تیب  دجسملا  یف  سیل  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نم  هلزنم  یلإ  رظناو  هنع  ینلأست  لاف  یلع  امأ 
هومتلتقف نود  ابنذ  مکیف  بنذأو  هل  رفغو  هنع  هللا  یفعف  ناعمجلا  یقتلا  موی  امیظع  ابنذ 

:Ahmad b. Sulayman – ‘Abd Allah – Israil – Abu Ishaq – al-‘Ala b. ‘Arar

I asked Ibn ‘Umar while he was in the mosque of the Messenger of Allah, peace be
upon him, concerning ‘Ali and ‘Uthman. So, he replied, “As for ‘Ali, then do not ask me

concerning him. Just look at his apartment from (the apartment of) the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him. There is NO house in the mosque apart from his house. As
for ‘Uthman, he committed a terrible sin on the day when the two armies met (i.e. at
Uhud when he fled). But Allah pardoned and forgave him. Then, he committed another

(sin among you, and you killed him.”(1

:Both Dr. Bandari and Sayyid Hasan jointly state

تاقث هلاجر  حیحص 

(It is sahih. Its narrators are trustworthy.(2

:Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) also documents

نامثع نع  هلأسف  رمع  نبا  یلإ  لجر  ءاج   : لاق هدیبع  نب  دعـس  نع  نیـصح  یبأ  نع  هدئاز  نع  نیـسح  انثدح  عفار  نب  دمحم  انثدـح 
وه لاق  هلمع  نساحم  رکذـف  یلع  نع  هلأس  مث  کفنأب  هللا  مغرأف  لاق  معن  لاـق  كوؤسی ؟  كاذ  لـعل  لاـق  هلمع  نساـحم  نع  رکذـف 

یلع دهجاف  قلطنا  کفنأب  هللا  مغرأف  لاق  لجأ  لاق  كوؤسی ؟  كاذ  لعل  لاق  مث  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  تویب  طسوأ  هتیب  كاذ 
كدهج

Muhammad
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:b. Rafi’ – Husayn – Zaidah – Abu Husayn - Sad b. ‘Ubaydah

A man came to Ibn ‘Umar and asked about ‘Uthman. So, he (i.e. Ibn ‘Umar) mentioned

his good deeds and said to the questioner. “Perhaps these facts annoy you?” He (the
questioner) answered, “Yes.” Ibn ‘Umar said, “May Allah stick your nose in the dust!”
Then he (the man) asked him (i.e. Ibn ‘Umar) about ‘Ali. So, he (i.e. Ibn ‘Umar)
mentioned his good deeds and said, “He (‘Ali) is this. His house is in the midst of the
houses of the Prophet, peace be upon him. Perhaps these facts have hurt you?” He
(i.e. the questioner) said, “Of course.” He (i.e. Ibn ‘Umar) said, “May Allah stick your

(nose in the dust! Go away and do whatever you can against me.”(1

This incident clearly took place after the death of ‘Uthman. A number of fundamental

:facts are discernible from the reports

The purpose of the closure order was to “detach” all houses from the mosque of the . 1
.Prophet, except his own houses and that of Amir al-Muminin

Once it was impossible to move directly from the mihrab (prayer chambers) into the . 2
”. house, it was deemed “detached

Therefore, once the order was given to close all doors except that of ‘Ali only, the . 3
houses of the other Sahabah – including that of Abu Bakr – permanently ceased to
have any entry or exit point into the mosque. Through this, they were literally

detached from the mihrab of the
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.masjid

.This was the case till after the death of ‘Uthman . 4

As such, Abu Bakr had NO house “attached” to the mosque at the time when the . 5
Messenger was allegedly ordering that all “wickets” be closed! How did Abu Bakr

?! possess a wicket when he no longer had any house in the mosque

Ibn ‘Umar thought that the order to spare only the house of ‘Ali in the mosque is . 6
.indicative of the latter’s special rank in the Sight of Allah and His Messenger

The Prophet allowed the house of ‘Ali to be in the midst of his own houses facing . 7
!into the mosque. He never granted the same honour to any other creature

This is our query to our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah: how did Abu Bakr manage to
have a wicket, or a door, during the Prophet’s fatal illness when he no longer had any
house facing into the masjid? He used to have. But, once the order for closure was

issued earlier, he and all other Muslims – with the sole exception of the Messenger of
Allah and Imam ‘Ali – “detached” their houses from the mosque by permanently

sealing their doors opening into it. This remained the case till, at least, after the death
of ‘Uthman. So, how could Abu Bakr have had any wicket or door in that

?circumstance? Where did his apparently imaginary “wicket” and “door” come from

Ironically, our Sunni brothers haved hinged some of their real beliefs on this fiction of
Abu Bakr’s
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wicket” and “door”! Interestingly, however, their statements concerning those two“
also reveal a lot about the full meaning of Hadith Sadd al-Abwab. For instance, al-

:Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H) states

يأ هفلاخلا  یلإ  هراشإ  رکب  یبأ  هخوخ  ریغ  دجـسملا  یلإ  راغـصلا -  باوبلأا  ینعی  هخوخ -  لک  ینع  اودـس  ملاـسلا  هیلع  هلوق  یفو 
.نیملسملاب هلاصلا  یلإ  اهنم  جرخیل 

And in his statement, peace be upon him, “Close all wickets opening into the mosque

except the wicket of Abu Bakr”, is an indication towards the khilafah, that is, so that he
(could pass through it (into the mosque) to lead the Muslims in Salat.(1

Therefore, by opening the imaginary wicket of Abu Bakr, the Prophet was announcing
him as his khalifah. The Imam of Muslims, who would be leading them in Salat in the
mosque of the Messenger, must have his residence forming part of it, like the Prophet
too. This establishes beyond doubt that when the Messenger of Allah left open the
real door of Amir al-Muminin and closed all others, he was indicating to all the

.Sahabah that the latter was be his real legitimate khalifah

:Imam al-Mubarakfuri (d. 1282 H) also says

یف نیقبت  هرجهلا لا  یفو  رکب  یبأ  باب  لاإ  دـس  لاإ  باب  دجـسملا  یف  نیقبی  بقاـنملا لا  یف  يراـخبلا  دـنع  دیعـس  یبأ  ثیدـح  یفو 
صاصتخا ثیدحلا  اذه  یف  امهریغو  لاطب  نباو  یباطخلا  لاق  مدـقت  امک  يذـمرتلا  دـنع  اذـکو  رکب  یبأ  هخوخ  لاإ  هخوخ  دجـسملا 

هفلاخلل هقاقحتسا  یلإ  هیوق  هراشإ  هیفو  هنع  هللا  یضر  رکب  یبلأ  رهاظ 

In the hadith of Abu
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Sa’id, recorded by al-Bukhari in the Chapter of al-Manaqib, it is read, “Close all doors
in the mosque except the door of Abu Bakr.” In the Chapter of al-Hijrah, it is read, “No
wicket shall remain in the mosque except the wicket of Abu Bakr”. This is how it is
recorded by al-Tirmidhi too, as previously stated. Al-Khattabi and Ibn Battal and
others said that in this hadith is a clear, exclusive merit for Abu Bakr, may Allah be

(pleased with him, and in it is a strong indication of his entitlement to the khilafah.(1

So, by leaving open the real door of Amir al-Muminin, the Messenger of Allah was

confirming for him a clear, exclusive merit and affirming his right to the khilafah
:before anyone else. Imam al-‘Ayni (d. 855) adds his few cents too

رمأف دجـسملا  یلإ  مهراید  یف  اباوبأ  اوحتف  هباحـصلا  ضعب  ناکو  ریغـصلا  بابلا  وه  هنکاس  واو  اـمهنیب  نیتمجعملا  حـتفب  هخوخ  هلوق 
هفلاخلا یلإ  ءامیإ  هیفو  هلضف  کلذب  زیمتیل  رکب  یبأ  هخوخ  لاإ  اهلک  اهدسب  عراشلا 

His statement “wicket” refers to the small door. Some of the Sahabah used to open
the doors of their houses into the mosque. So, the Law-Giver (i.e. Allah) ordered that
the closure of all of them except the wicket of Abu Bakr, to establish his superiority

(through that, and in it is a gesture towards the khilafah.(2

In other words, ‘Ali was the best of the Sahabah, on account of Hadith Sadd al-Abwab,
and was the first legitimate khalifah among them! Al-Hafiz makes an

p: 192

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat - 1
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1410

H), vol. 10, p. 112
Badr al-Din al-‘Ayni, ‘Umdah al-Qari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 17, p. 39, 386 - 2

On The Khilafah Of ‘Ali Over Abu BakrGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 278 of 322

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12665/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_192_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12665/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_192_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


even more groundbreaking submission which reaches far to the very heart of Sunni
:Islam

هنإف لا رکب  ابأ  لاا  هفلاخلا  دـحأ  نبلطی  لاق لا  هنأک  اهبلط  نع  هیانک  دـسلاب  رملااو  هفـلاخلا  نع  هیاـنک  باـبلا  نا  مهـضعب  یعدا  دـقو 
یبنلا دعب  هفیلخلا  هنأ  یلع  لیلد  ثیدحلا  اذه  یف  ثیدحلا  اذـه  جرخا  نأ  دـعب  لاقف  نابح  نبا  حـنج  اذـه  یلاو  اهبلط  یف  هیلع  جرح 

هدعب ءافلخ  اونوکی  نأ  نع  مهلک  سانلا  عامطأ  دجسملا  یف  هخوخ  لک  ینع  اودس  هلوقب  مسح  هنلأ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص 

Some of them (i.e. the Sunni scholars) have claimed that the “door” (in the ahadith) is
equivalent to the khilafah. So, the order of closure is equivalent to an order against
seeking it (i.e. the khilafah). It was as though he said, “None should seek the khilafah
except Abu Bakr, because there is no blame on him in seeking it.” Ibn Hibban
subscribed to this view, and so said after recording this hadith: “In this hadith is a
proof that he (Abu Bakr) was the khalifah after the Prophet, peace be upon him,
because he (the Messenger) terminated – through his statement ‘Close all wickets in
the mosque’ – the desire of all (other) human beings to become khalifahs after

(him.”(1

We agree wholly that the “door” symbolized the khilafah. As such, when Allah closed
the doors of Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman and others, He literally banned them forever
from ever becoming legitimate khalifahs of His Prophet. By leaving open only the door

of ‘Ali, Allah and His Messenger explicitly

p: 193

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: - 1
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.restricted the true khilafah to him and his descendants – to his household

The severe dilemma of the Sunni position is that even IF it is agreed, for the sake of
argument, that Abu Bakr’s “wicket” and “door” had been real, then the hadith would

only have proved his khilafah and delegitimized those of ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, Amir al-
Muminin, Mu’awiyah and others! The khilafah would have been the right and preserve

!of Abu Bakr and his descendants, to the exclusion of all others

Hadith Al-Manzilah, the Golden Hadith ( 21

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

....يدعب یبن  هنا لا  لاإ  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  تنأ  هلوق  ثلاثلا  یضفارلا  لاق 

امهریغو بیر  لاب  نیحیحصلا  یف  تبث  ثیدحلا  اذه  نأ  باوجلاو 

The Rafidhi said: The third (point) is his statement (to ‘Ali), “You are to me of the status
.”.... of Harun to Musa, except that there is no prophet after me

The reply is: This hadith is authentic in the two Sahihs without any doubt, and in other
(books too.(1

This is one of the very few, miraculous instances when our Shaykh submits to the
truth about the authenticity of a pro-‘Ali hadith! As he has conceded, the hadith is
certainly sahih. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) too recorded it in his Sahih in confirmation of

:this

نب فـسوی  نع  مـهلک  سنوـی  نـب  جیرـسو  يریراوـقلا  هللادـیبعو  حابـصلا  نـب  دـمحم  رفعج  وـبأو  یمیمتلا  ییحی  نـب  ییحی  انثدـح 
نب رماع  نع  بیسملا  نب  دیعس  نع  ردکنملا  نب  دمحم  انثدح  نوشجاملا  هملس  وبأ  فسوی  انثدح  حابصلا ) نبلا  ظفللاو   ) نوشجاملا

هیبأ نع  صاقو  یبأ  نبا  دعس 
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Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
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يدعب یبن  هنأ لا  لاإ  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  تنأ  یلعل  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق 

Yahya b. Yahya al-Tamimi, Abu Ja’far Muhammad b. al-Sabah, ‘Ubayd Allah al-
Qawariri and Surayj b. Yunus – Yunus b. al-Majishun – Yusuf Abu Salamah al-
Majishun – Muhammad b. al-Munkadar – Sa’id b. al-Musayyab – ‘Amir b. Sa’d b. Abi

(: Waqqas – his father (Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said to ‘Ali: “You are to me of the status
(of Harun to Musa, except that there is no prophet after me.”(1

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) as well documents

مک لهـس  وبأ  یقیفر  اهل  لاقف  یلع  تنب  همطاف  یلع  تلخد  لاق  ینهجلا  یـسوم  نع  دیعـس  نب  ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدـح 
ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نا  سیمع  تنب  ءامـسأ  ینتثدح  تلاق  ائیـش  کیبأ  نم  تعمـس  ام  لاق  هنـس  نونامثو  هتـس  تلاق  کل 

یبن يدعب  سیل  هنأ  لاا  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  تنأ  یلعل  لاق 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya b. Sa’id – Musa al-Juhani ‘
:– Fatimah bint ‘Ali – Asma bint ‘Umays

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said to ‘Ali: “You are to me of the status
(of Harun to Musa, except that there is no prophet after me.”(2

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

حیحص هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih(3

We need not extend our research on the authenticity of the hadith, since there is no
denial of it. So, we will simply cap the above with these words
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Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1870,
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 2
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 6, p. 369, 27126

Ibid - 3
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:of Imam al-Kattani (d. 1345 H) about the hadith

ثیدحو هصن  ام  هللا  همحر  سوسج  خیشلل  هلاسرلا  حرش  یفو  نیرشع  افین  هیف  هباحصلا  ددع  غلبف  ءزج  یف  هقرط  رکاسع  نبا  عبتت  دقو 
ایباحص نیرشعو  فین  نع  ءاج  رتاوتم  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  تنأ 

Ibn Asakir investigated its chains in a volume, and the number of the Sahabah who

narrated it (in his research) reached more than twenty. In Sharh al-Risalah of Shaykh
Jasus, may Allah be merciful to him, he states: “And the hadith ‘You are to me of the
status of Harun to Musa’ is mutawatir. It has been narrated by more than twenty

(Sahabah.”(1

So, does Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah accept that Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam, was to
Prophet Muhammad, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, of the status of Prophet Harun, ‘alaihi
al-salam, to Prophet Musa, ‘alaihi al-salam? Of course, he does! However, he has

:limited the circumstance and the scope to just a one-off event

جح وأ  هرمع  وأ  هوزغ  یف  رفاس  املک  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  ناکو  كوبت  هوزغ  یف  کلذ  هل  لاـق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  ناـک 
....هباحصلا ضعب  هنیدملا  یلع  فلختسی 

هنیدملا نم  رفاس  دقف  هفلختـسی  ناک  نم  نوملـسملا  رکذ  دقو  فلختـسی  یتح  هنیدـملا  نم  جرخی  ناک لا  هنا  مولعملا  نمف  هلمجلابو 
نوکی ناکو  فلختـسا  اهلک  اهیفو  هازغ  نیرـشع  نم  رثکا  هیزاغم  یفو  عادولا  هجح  یفو  ءاـضقلا  هرمعو  هیبیدـحلا  هرمع  نیترمع  یف 
هیزاغم رخآ  یهو  اهنع  فلختلا  یف  دحلا  نذأی  مل  كوبت  هوزغ  یف  ناک  املف  هفلختـسی  نم  مهیلع  فلختـسی  نوریثک  لاجر  هنیدملاب 

هیلع و هللا  یلص 
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ja’far al-Idrisi al-Kattani, Nazam al-Mutanathir min - 1
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وه نم  وأ  جورخلا  نع  هزجعل  روذعم  وه  نم  وأ  نایبصلا  ءاسنلا و  لاإ  هنع  فلختی  ملف  اهیف  هعم  عمتجا  امک  دحأ  هعم  عمتجی  ملو  ملس 
یف مهیلع  فلختـسی  ناک  امک  مهیلع  فلختـسی  نینمؤملا  نم  لاجر  هنیدملا  یف  نکی  مل  مهیلع و  بیت  نیذلا  هثلاثلا  فلخت  قفانم و 

ءاـیوقأ نینمؤملا  نم  لاـجر  هنیدـملا  یف  قبی  مل  هنـلأ  هنم  هداـتعملا  تافلاختـسلاا  نم  فعـضا  فلاختـسلاا  اذـه  ناـک  لـب  هرم  لـک 
هیزاغم عیمج  یف  یقبی  ناک  امک  ادحأ  مهیلع  فلختسی 

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said it (i.e. the hadith) to him (i.e. ‘Ali) during the
Battle of Tabuk. Meanwhile, whenever he (the Prophet) made a journey for battle, or

.... for ‘Umrah or Hajj, he used to make one of the Sahabah his khalifah over Madinah

In summary, it is well-known that he (the Prophet) never left Madinah without

appointing a khalifah over it. Muslims have mentioned those whom he appointed as
khalifahs. He made journeys out of Madinah during two ‘Umrahs – ‘Umrah al-
Hudaybiyyah and ‘Umrah al-Qadha – and during the Farewell Hajj, as well as in more

.than twenty battles

On all of them (i.e. these occasions), he appointed khalifahs and there used to be
several men in Madinah (on all these occasions) over whom the khalifah was given
authority. However, during the battle of Tabuk, he (the Prophet) did not permit

anyone to stay behind from it (i.e. the battle). It was his last battle, peace be upon him,
and he never conscripted (for any battle) as he conscripted for it

p: 197
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i.e. Tabuk). Therefore, none was left (in Madinah) except women, children, those who )
.were exempted due to inability, hypocrites, and three men who (later) repented

There were no believing men in Madinah over whom to appoint a khalifah (during
Tabuk), unlike the case on all other occasions. Rather, this appointment (of ‘Ali) as
khalifah was inferior to the other, several khilafah appointments, because there were

no strong believing men in Madinah (during Tabuk) over whom he (the Prophet) could
(have placed (‘Ali as) a khalifah, unlike the case in all his (the Prophet’s) other battles.(1

Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah obviously interprets the hadith as referring solely to Amir al-
Muminin’s khilafah over Madinah during the battle of Tabuk. So, he was like Harun to
Musa only for the duration of the battle. Once the battle ended, and the Messenger

.took over control of Madinah once again, ‘Ali ceased to be his Harun

In the simplest terms, in the view of our Shaykh, the status of Imam ‘Ali as the Harun
of Prophet Muhammad was temporary and shortlived and never extended beyond
the Battle of Tabuk. Moreover, it was limited exclusively to ‘Ali’s governorate of
Madinah while the battle lasted. It is very apparent that our Shaykh considers Hadith

:al-Manzilah to be specifically linked with the words of Musa in this verse

یموق یف  ینفلخا  نوراه  هیخلأ  یسوم  لاقو 

(Musa said to his brother, Harun: “Be my khalifah over my people.”(2

:Explaining the connection, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah says

امنأ لاق  هیف و  نعط  نیقفانملا  ضعب  نأ  لیق  و 
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ضغ صقنب و لا  سیل  فلاختسلاا  نأ  يدنع و  کتناملأ  کتفلختسا  امنإ  ینا  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  هل  نیبف  هضغبی  هنلا  هفلخ 
یلع بلق  کلذب  بیطف  نوراهب  هلعفیل  یسوم  اصقن و  نوکی  فیکف  هموق  یلع  نوراه  فلختسا  یسوم  نإف 

It is said that some hypocrites condemned him (i.e. ‘Ali), and said that he (the Prophet)
only made him (i.e. ‘Ali) a khalifah because he (the Prophet) hated him (i.e. ‘Ali). So, the
Prophet, peace be upon him, explained to him, saying: “I have only made you a
khalifah due to my trust in you, and that khilafah is neither a belittling step nor a
demotion, for Musa appointed Harun as his khalifah over his people. How then could
that have been a belittling step, while Musa did it with Harun?” Through that the mind

(of ‘Ali became clear.(1

This logic of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah suggests that all the governors of Madinah during
the Prophet’s numerous absences were like Harun too. Therefore, it was not a merit

at all for ‘Ali, much less an exclusive one! In fact, the khilafah of Amir al-Muminin was

the most “inferior” of all, as submitted by our Shaykh! After all, his governorate was

only over women, children, mutineers and hypocrites. By contrast, all the other
governors had ruled over believers among the men and the women. It is at this point

.that things get really messy

Khilafah can be temporary, permanent, restricted or total, depending on the

circumstances. There is no doubt that the khilafah
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of Amir al-Muminin during Tabuk was both temporary and restricted. He was the
governor of Madinah only, and not of the entire Islamic state. What Imam ‘Ali
controlled during that time was merely a small percentage of the Ummah of
Muhammad. By contrast, the khilafah of Prophet Harun was total. He was the khalifah
of Prophet Musa over the entirety of “his people”. Therefore, there was simply no
connection or comparison between the two khilafahs. Meanwhile, the Messenger of

!Allah specifically mentioned that ‘Ali was exactly like Harun

In fact, the Prophet further specifically explained the khilafah component of the
Harun-‘Ali comparison in a way that knocks out Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah! Ibn Abi ‘Asim

:(d. 287 H) records

: لاق سابع  نبا  نع  نومیم ، نب  ورمع  نع  جلب  یبأ  میلـس  نب  ییحی  نع  هناوع ، یبأ  نع  دامح ، نب  یحی  انثدح  ینثملا ، نب  دمحم  انث 
نم نمؤم  لک  یف  یتفیلخ  تنأو  ایبن  تسل  کنأ  لاإ  یـسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  تنأ  یلعل : ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاـق 

.يدعب

Muhammad b. al-Muthanna – Yahya b. Hammad – Abu ‘Awanah – Yahya b. Sulaym
Abu Balj – ‘Amr b. Maymun – Ibn ‘Abbas: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
said to ‘Ali: “You are to me of the status of Harun to Musa, with the exception that you

(are not a prophet. And you are my khalifah over EVERY BELIEVER after me.”(1

:Dr. Al-Jawabirah says

.نسح هدانسا 

(Its chain is hasan.(2

:Allamah al-Albani agrees‘

.نسح هدانسإ 

(Its chain is hasan.(3

Of course, the khilafah of Harun too was over the
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Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 1
al-Sunnah (Dar al-Sami’i li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’) [annotator: Dr. Basim b. Faysal al-

Jawabirah], vol. 1, pp. 799-800, 1222
Ibid - 2

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 3
al-Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1400 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-

Din al-Albani], vol. 2, p. 565, 1188
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entirety of Musa’s Ummah, and the same thing was intended for ‘Ali in this hadith! The
Messenger of Allah was announcing him as the khalifah over all believers – in exactly
the same way that Harun was – in any case of total absence of Muhammad from his

.Ummah – as Musa did

Meanwhile, although Prophet Musa was able to keep away from his entire Ummah

during his lifetime, the Messenger of Allah was unable to do that except through
death. This apparently explains why he mentioned “after me” with the khilafah. It is
also solely in this context that the phrase “except that there will be no prophet after
me” makes any sense. If the Prophet had intended Hadith al-Manzilah to be limited to
the duration of Tabuk only, on what logical basis would he have added those two

?expressions

What is more? The Messenger of Allah never restricted the comparison between

:Harun and ‘Ali to mere khilafah, to begin with! ‘Allamah al-Albani, for instance, states

نمحرلا دبع  نب  دیعجلا  انثدح  للاب  نب  نامیلـس  انثدح  مشاه  ینب  یلوم  دیعـس  وبأ  انثدح  ( : 1/170  " ) دنـسملا یف "  دمحأ  هجرخأ 
هللا یضر  یلعو  عادولا ,  هینث  ءاج  یتح  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  عم  جرخ  هنع  هللا  یضر  ایلع  نأ  اهیبأ " : نع  دعـس  تنب  هشئاع  نع 

." ؟ هوبنلا لاإ  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  نوکت  نأ  یضرت  امأ  لاقف : فلاوخلا ؟ عم  ینفلخت  لوقی : یکبی ,  هنع 

يراخبلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  دانسإ  اذهو  تلق :

Ahmad recorded it in al-Musnad (1/170): Abu Sa’id, freed slave
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of Banu Hashim – Sulayman b. Bilal – al-Ja’id b. ‘Abd al-Rahman – ‘Aishah bint Sa’d –
:her father

Verily, ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, WENT OUT WITH THE PROPHET, peace be
upon him, UNTIL HE (THE PROPHET) REACHED THANIYYAH AL-WADA’, and ‘Ali, may

Allah be pleased with him, was weeping, saying: “You are leaving me behind with the
women and children?” So, he (the Prophet) replied, “Are you not pleased that you are

?” to me of the status of Harun to Musa EXCEPT PROPHETHOOD

(I say: This chain is sahih upon the standard of al-Bukhari.(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut agrees with him about the same hadith

يراخبلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of al-Bukhari.(2

In other words, all the components of Harun’s status to Musa were present in ‘Ali too.
The only exception was that Harun was a co-prophet with Musa while ‘Ali was not a
prophet at all. Needless to say, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s restriction of the comparison

to khilafah contradicts this authentic Sunnah! Amir al-Muminin was to the Prophet
.everything that Harun was to Musa with the sole exception of co-prophethood

What further kills our Shaykh’s attempted diversion is the fact that the Messenger of
Allah repeated that hadith to Imam ‘Ali outside the context or period of Tabuk! In the
last hadith above, we read that ‘Ali went out of Madinah with the Prophet during
Tabuk, till the Muslim army reached Thaniyyah al-Wada’. It was there that the

Messenger mentioned the hadith to him. There were no
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women around. The women and children were all in Madinah, while only men were in
the army at Thaniyyah al-Wada’. In the light of this, let us examine this hadith

:documented by Imam Ahmad

تنب ءامـسأ  ینتثدـح  تلاق  یلع  تنب  همطاف  ینتثدـح  لاق  ینهجلا  یـسوم  انث  لاق  ریمن  نب  هللا  دـبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
یبن يدعب  سیل  هنا  لاا  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  تنأ  یلع  ای  لوقی  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  تعمس  تلاق  سیمع 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd Allah b. Numayr – Musa al-‘
:Juhani – Fatimah bint ‘Ali – Asma bint ‘Umays

I HEARD the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying, “O ‘Ali! You are to me of
(the status of Harun to Musa, except that there is no prophet after me.”(1

:Al-Arnaut comments

حیحص هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih(2

Apparently, Asma (a wife of Abu Bakr) did not “hear” this hadith at Thaniyyah al-
Wada’. She certainly must have heard it inside Madinah, either before or after Tabuk.
This fact alone completely defeats all of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s efforts at

reinterpreting Hadith al-Manzilah out of its intended purpose. Meanwhile, things get
really much worse for him with Ibn ‘Abbas’ claim, radhiyallahu ‘anhu, that the “merit”

:in the hadith belonged exclusively to ‘Ali! Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) records

نب ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  لبنح  نب  دمحأ  نب  هللا  دبع  انث  هباتک  لصأ  نم  دادغبب  یعیطقلا  نادمح  نب  رفعج  نب  دمحأ  رکب  وبأ  انربخأ 
انث جلب  وبأ  انث  هناوع  وبأ  انث  دامح 
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هیلع هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  جرخو  ....هریغ  دحلأ  تسیل  لئاضف  هرـشع  عضب  هل  لجر  یف  اوعقو  سابع ....:  نبا  لاق   .... نومیم نب  ورمع 
لاقف یلع  یکبف  ملسو لا  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  لاقف  لاق :  کعم  جرخأ  یلع :  هل  لاقف  لاق  هعم  سانلاب  جرخو  كوبت  هوزغ  یف  ملـسو 

یتفیلخ تنأو  لاإ  بهذأ  نأ  یغبنی  هنإ لا  یبن  يدعب  سیل  هنأ  لاإ  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  نوکت  نأ  یضرت  امأ  هل : 

Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Ja’far b. Hamadan al-Qati’i – ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Hanbal – my

father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya b. Hammad – Abu ‘Awanah – Abu Balj – ‘Amr b.
:Maymun .... Ibn ‘Abbas said

They are attacking a man who has ten EXCLUSIVE merits.... The Messenger of .... 
Allah, peace be upon him, went out for the battle of Tabuk, and the people went out
with him. So, ‘Ali said to him, “Let me go out with you.” Therefore, the Prophet, peace
be upon him, said, “Do not weep, ‘Ali. Are you not pleased that you are to me of the
status of Harun to Musa, with the exception that there is no prophet after me? Verily,

(it is not right that I depart except with you as my khalifah.”(1

:Al-Hakim says

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith has a sahih chain.(2

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) backs him

حیحص

(Sahih.(3

Was ‘Ali then the only governor ever appointed over Madinah during the Prophet’s
lifetime?! Obviously, the hadith is very, very far from what Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah

!claims
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Hadith Al-Manzilah, ‘Ali: The Wazir of Muhammad ( 22

Although Allah has informed us of several ranks which Prophet Harun, ‘alaihi al-salam,
held in relation to Prophet Musa, ‘alaihi al-salam, we will be focusing exclusively on
one of them only in this research: the wizarah. Musa had supplicated to Allah in this

:manner, as narrated by the Qur’an

یخأ نوراه  یلهأ  نم  اریزو  یل  لعجاو  یلوق  اوهقفی  یناسل  نم  هدقع  للحاو  يرمأ  یل  رسیو  يردص  یل  حرشا  بر  لاق 

He (Musa) said, “O my Lord! Open for me my chest, and make my assignment easy for
me. And make loose the knot from my tongue, that they understand my speech. And

(appoint for me a wazir from my family, Harun my brother.(1

:Expectedly, his du’a was granted

اریزو نوراه  هاخأ  هعم  انلعجو  باتکلا  یسوم  انیتآ  دقلو 

And indeed We gave Musa the Book, and We appointed his brother Harun as a
(wazir.(2

Therefore, Harun was undoubtedly the wazir of Musa, by divine appointment. This
obviously confirms a principle: the appointment of the wazir of each prophet was only
in the Hand of Allah. If it had been otherwise, Musa would have simply handpicked his
brother for the post without making any du’a. This fact, in turn, reveals that being the
wazir of a prophet was an extremely high rank in the Sight of Allah, so high that He

.personally chose to make the appointments

So, who was a wazir? What were his functions? The Book of Allah has given us an
:example: Haman, the wazir of Fir’aun. The Qur’an states

اوناک امهدونجو  ناماهو  نوعرف  نإ 
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نیئطاخ

(Verily, Fir’aun and Haman and their soldiers were people who made mistakes.(1

:Imam al-Tabari (d. 310 H) starts the identifications

ناماه ءوسلا  ریزو  هریزول  نوعرف …  لاقو 

(Fir’aun said … to his wazir, the evil wazir, Haman.(2

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H) follows his footsteps here

هتکلمم یف  هریزو  وهو : ناماهو } }

(and Haman}, he was his wazir in his kingdom.(3}

:Shaykh al-Zuhayli also explains the names

نوعرف ریزو  ناماهو  رصم  کلم  نوعرف 

(Fir’aun was the king of Egypt and Haman was the wazir of Fir’aun.(4

:Shaykh al-Maraghi also states

نوعرف ریزو  ناماهو 

(Haman was the wazir of Fir’aun.(5

:Shaykh ‘Ali Shiri, the annotator of Tarikh Dimashq, has the same submission

نوعرف ریزو  ناماه 

(Haman was the wazir of Fir’aun.(6

:Imam al-Tha’alabi (d. 875 H) says as well

هلاجر ربکأو  نوعرف  ریزو  وه  ناماهو :

(Haman: he was the wazir of Fir’aun and the most senior of his men.(7
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:And Imam al-Alusi (d. 1270 H) solidly stands with him

نوعرف ریزو   } ناماهو نوعرف  یلإ  {

(To Fir’aun and Haman} the wazir of Fir’aun.(8}

:The Salafi Imam, Shaykh Ibn Baz (d. 1420 H), corroborates everyone else

اهعیض نإ  هنلأ  فلخ ؛ نب  یبأو  نوراقو  ناماهو  نوعرف  عم  هلاصلا  عیضم  رـشحی  امنإ  ثیدحلا :  اذه  حرـش  یف  ملعلا  لهأ  ضعب  لاق 
اهعیـض نإو  همایقلا ، موی  رانلا  یلإ  هعم  رـشحیف  هتفیظو  بابـسأب  یغبو  یغط  يذـلا  نوعرف  هباش  هراملإاو  کـلملاو  هساـئرلا  لـجأ  نم 

همایقلا موی  رانلا  یلإ  هعم  رشحیف  هسائرلا  ببسب  یغبو  یغط  يذلا  نوعرف  ریزو  ناماه  هباش  هرازولاو  هفیظولا  بابسأب 

Some of the people of knowledge said in the commentary of this hadith: The one who

abandons Salat will be gathered with Fir’aun, Haman, Qarun and Ubayy b. Khalaf
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Jawahir al-Husan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi; 1st edition,
1418 H) [annotators: Shaykh ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’ud, Shaykh ‘Adil Ahmad ‘Abd al-

Mawjud and Prof. Dr. ‘Abd al-Fattah Abu Sunnah], vol. 4, p. 264
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on the Day of al-Qiyamah), because if he abandons it due to leadership, kingdom and)
governance, he will be similar to Fir’aun who oppressed and rebelled on account of his
office. So, he (the abandoner of Salat) will be gathered with him into the Fire on the
Day of al-Qiyamah. But, if he abandons it (i.e. Salat) due to position and al-wizarah, he
will be similar to Haman, the wazir of Fir’aun, who oppressed and rebelled because of
leadership. Therefore, he (the abandoner of Salat) will be gathered with him into the

(Fire on the Day of al-Qiyamah.(1

:Then, another top Salafi scholar, Shaykh al-‘Uthaymin (d. 1421 H), seals the list

نوعرف ریزو  هنلأ  هرازولا  هترغ  ناماهو  قحلا  ریغب  ضرلأا  یف  هدونجو  وه  ربکتساف  ناطلسلاو  کلملا  هرغ  نوعرفف 

As for Fir’aun, he was deceived by kingdom and power. So, he became arrogant - he
and his soldiers - without right. As for Haman, he was deceived by al-wizarah,

(because he was the wazir of Fir’aun.(2

In all, we know that Fir’aun was the king of Egypt, and that its armed forces owed

their allegiance to him. We also know that Haman was the wazir of this Fir’aun.
Interestingly, both Fir’aun and Haman were contemporaries of Musa, and his wazir,
Harun. The four of them had initially lived together in the same city: Musa and his
wazir, and Fir’aun and his wazir. The rank and power of the wazir are indicated in this

:verse

نیئطاخ اوناک  امهدونجو  ناماهو  نوعرف  نإ 

Verily, Fir’aun and Haman and their
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(soldiers were people who made mistakes.(1

First, Allah mentions Haman immediately after Fir’aun – a fact that is indicative of the
status of the wazir. The wazir is next in rank only to the sovereign ruler. Second, the
armed forces of Egypt are identified as the soldiers of both the king and his wazir! In
other words, Fir’aun was the commander-in-chief of the armed forces of Egypt, and
his wazir – Haman - was their deputy commander-in-chief. Needless to say, Musa

was the sovereign leaders of the Israelites and his wazir, Harun, was the next in rank
to him. No Muslim has ever disputed this, and none ever will till the Hour. The true

:followers of Musa also accepted this fact

نوراهو یسوم  بر  نیملاعلا  برب  انمآ  اولاق 

(They said: “We believe in the Lord of the worlds, the Lord of Musa and Harun.”(2

:Those were their two leaders and masters. Interestingly, they also said

یسومو نوراه  برب  انمآ  اولاق  ادجس  هرحسلا  یقلأف 

So the magicians prostrated. They said: “We believe in the Lord of Harun and
(Musa.”(3

:The Qur’an too leaves no one in doubt

نیبتـسملا باتکلا  امهانیتآو  نیبلاغلا  مه  اوناکف  مهانرـصنو  میظعلا  برکلا  نم  امهموقو  امهانیجنو  نوراهو  یـسوم  یلع  اـننم  دـقلو 
میقتسملا طارصلا  امهانیدهو 

And, indeed, We favoured Musa and Harun. And We saved them both and their people
from the Terrible Distress. And We gave them both the Clear Book; and guided them

(both to the Right Path.(4

.The followers of Musa were apparently also those of his wazir

All these take us back to Hadith
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:al-Manzilah

يدعب یبن  هنأ لا  لاإ  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  تنأ  یلعل  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق 

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said to ‘Ali: “You are to me of the status
.” of Harun to Musa, except that there is no prophet after me

Without doubt, this hadith establishes – among others – that Imam ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-
salam, was the wazir of Prophet Muhammad, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi. There was no
other wazir for Musa except Harun. Therefore, there was no other wazir for
Muhammad except ‘Ali. This fact too is confirmed in Hadith al-Wirathah, which – as

:we have proved in this book – has a sahih chain

يریزوو یثراوو  یبحاصو  یخأ  تنأ 

(You are my brother, and my companion, and my inheritor, AND MY WAZIR.(1

In simpler words, Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah was the amir of the Ummah – their
commander-in-chief, and ‘Ali b. Abi Talib – his inheritor – was the deputy commander-
in-chief. ‘Ali, during the Messenger of Allah’s lifetime, was the deputy amir of the
believers. The direct implication of this is – the moment the Prophet passed away,
Imam ‘Ali automatically became promoted to the rank of the supreme amir of the
Ummah. After all, our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah claim that the Messenger died
without designating any heir, inheritor or successor. In cases like that, it is the deputy
commander-in-chief (i.e. the wazir) who automatically succeeds the dead

(! commander-in-chief (i.e. the amir

Apart from being the deputy leader of the nation, and
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the deputy commander-in-chief of the armed forces, the wazir also functions as the
:chief adviser and helper of the ruler. Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H) records

نب نمحرلا  دبع  نع  دمحم  نب  ریهز  نع  دـیلولا  انثدـح  لاق  یقرلا  ناورم  نب  یـسوم  انثدـح  لاق  ناطقلا  هللا  دـبع  نب  نیـسحلا  انربخأ 
هرکذ یـسن  نإ  قدـص  ریزو  هل  لعج  اریخ  ریملأاب  هللا  دارأ  اذإ  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  تلاق  هشئاع  نع  هیبأ  نع  مساـقلا 

هنعی مل  رکذ  نإو  هرکذی  مل  یسن  نإ  ءوس  ریزو  هل  لعج  کلذ  ریغ  هب  هللا  دارأ  اذإو  هناعأ  رکذ  نإو 

Al-Husayn b. ‘Abd Allah al-Qattan – Musa b. Marwan al-Raqiyy – al-Walid – Zuhayr b.
:Muhammad – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Qasim – his father – ‘Aishah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “If Allah intends good for the amir,
He appoints for him a sincere wazir. If he (the amir) forgets, he (the wazir) will remind

him; and if he (the amir) remembers, he (the wazir) will help him. However, if Allah
intends other than that for him (i.e. the amir), He appoints for him an evil wazir. If he
(the amir) forgets, he (the wazir) will not remind him; and if he (the amir) remembers,

(he (the wazir) will not help him.”(1

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) comments‘

حیحص

(Sahih(2

:Shaykh al-‘Arnaut agrees with him

حیحص ثیدح 

(A sahih hadith(3

The hadith obviously establishes that the success or failure of a ruler depends very
.heavily upon his wazir. If his wazir his righteous, the leader is very likely to succeed
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al-Risalah; 2nd edition, 1414 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and
Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 10, p. 345, 4494
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Ibid - 3
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However, if the wazir is evil, the amir has very low chances of success. For instance,
Fir’aun was an evil ruler. Yet, if his wazir – Haman – had been a good human being,
Fir’aun’s atrocities would have been far less serious or widespread. Prophet Harun
was also the wazir of his brother, Prophet Musa. This is interesting indeed. Musa was

already an infallible leader. Yet, he prayed to his Lord for a wazir, and another
.infallible prophet was bestowed that rank

Muhammad, on the other hand, is Allah’s most beloved and best creature. Moreover,
the task given to him by his Lord was countless times heavier, more difficult, more

complex and more important that those awarded to all the other prophets and
messengers combined. Since the wazir of a prophet can be appointed only by Allah, it

.is indeed an unimaginably huge honour that He chose ‘Ali for Muhammad

Amir al-Muminin was the most qualified of all of Allah’s creatures to be the wazir – the
spiritual, political and military deputy, and the chief adviser and helper - of the master

of all creation. That truly is an extremely lofty merit. Without a doubt, the superiority
of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib over everyone in this Ummah – apart from our Prophet – is
established absolutely and perfectly through his status as the wazir of the best

.Messenger of Allah

On that note, we would like to conclude our book with these words of Shaykh Ibn
(: Taymiyyah (d. 728 H

اذه یفف 
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کلذ ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ  مهبحأو  مهریخو  نیملـسملا  دیـس  رکب  ابأ  نأ  راصنلأاو  نیرجاهملا  نیب  رمع  رابخإ  ربخلا 
هیلوت هب  رومأملا  نأ  کلذب  نیبیل  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ  انبحأو  انریخو  اندیـس  تنأف  تنأ  کعیابن  لب  لاقف  هتعیابم  هلع 

کعیابنف انلضفأ  تنأو  لضفلأا 

In this report is the declaration of ‘Umar among the Muhajirun and the Ansar that Abu
Bakr was the sayyid of the Muslims and the best of them, and the most beloved of

.them to the Messenger of Allah. This is the reason for following him

So, he (‘Umar) said, “Rather, we will follow you because you are our sayyid, and the
best of us, and the most beloved of us to the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him”.
He wanted to make clear through it that: WHAT IS ORDAINED IS TO GIVE

(AUTHORITY TO THE BEST, and you are the best of us. So, we will follow you.(1
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About center
In the name of Allah

نَومُلَْعیَالَنَیذَِّلاوََنومُلَْعیَنَیذَِّلایوِتَسْیَْلهَ
?Are those who know equal to those who do not know

al-Zumar: 9

:Introduction
Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan, from 2007, under the authority of
Ayatollah Haj SayyedHasanFaqihImami (God blesses his soul), by sincere and daily
efforts of university and seminary elites and sophisticated groups began its activities

. in religious, cultural and scientific fields

:Manifesto

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan in order to facilitate and

accelerate the accessibility of researchers to the books and tools of research, in the
field of Islamic science, and regarding the multiplicity and dispersion of active centers

 in this field
and numerous and inaccessible sources by a mere scientific intention and far from
any kind of social, political, tribal and personal prejudices and currents, based on
performing a project in the shape of (management of produced and published works

from all Shia centers) tries to provide a rich and free collection of books and research
papers for the experts, and helpful contents and discussions for the educated
generation and all classes of people interested in reading, with various formats in the

. cyberspace
:Our Goals are

(propagating the culture and teachings of Thaqalayn (Quran and Ahlulbayt p.b.u.t-
encouraging the populace particularly the youth in investigating the religious issues-

 replacing useful contents with useless ones in the cellphones, tablets and computers-
providing services for seminary and university researchers-

spreading culture study in the publich-
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paving the way for the publications and authors to digitize their works-

:Policies
acting according to the legal licenses-

relationship with similar centers-
avoiding parallel working-

merely presenting scientific contents-
 mentioning the sources-

.It’s obvious that all the responsibilities are due to the author

:Other activities of the institute
Publication of books, booklets and other editions-

Holding book reading competitions-
Producing virtual, three dimensional exhibitions, panoramas of religious and tourism-

places

.Producing animations, computer games and etc-
Launching the website with this address: www.ghaemiyeh.com-

 Fabricatingdramatic and speech works-
Launching the system of answering religious, ethical and doctrinal questions-

Designing systems of accounting, media and mobile, automatic and handy systems,-
web kiosks

 Holding virtual educational courses for the public-
Holding virtual teacher-training courses-

Producing thousands of research software in three languages (Persian, Arabic and-
English) which can be performed in computers, tablets and cellphones and available
and downloadable with eight international formats: JAVA, ANDROID, EPUB, CHM, PDF,

HTML, CHM, GHB on the website

Also producing four markets named “Ghaemiyeh Book Market” with Android, IOS,-
WINDOWS PHONE and WINDOWS editions

:Appreciation
We would appreciate the centers, institutes, publications, authors and all honorable

. friends who contributed their help and data to us to reach the holy goal we follow
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: Address of the central office
Isfahan, Abdorazaq St, Haj Mohammad JafarAbadei Alley, Shahid Mohammad

HasanTavakkoly Alley, Number plate 129, first floor
Website: www.ghbook.ir

Email: Info@ghbook.ir
Central office Tel: 03134490125

021 Tehran Tel: 88318722 ـ 
Commerce and sale: 09132000109

Users’ affairs: 09132000109

Introduction of the Center – Ghaemiyeh Digital Library
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