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point

Effects and philosophy of Hajj, stages of Hajj, and a description of specific rites of
.Hajj

Translators Note

مِیحَِّرلا نِ�مَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Most Compassionate, The Most Merciful

All Praise Is Due To Allah, The Lord of The Worlds. May The Peace And Blessings of
.Allah Be Upon Muhammad And His Pure Progeny

This is the third book of its kind I have translated into English for Ansariyan
Publications. The other two books are Uddatul Da’i by Allama Hilli and Ethos of

.Prophets by Taaj Langaroodi

It is an honor for me to translate a book into English on Hajj, a religious duty that
prepares man for his spiritual journey towards God. The present book not only
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discusses the physical acts of Hajj rites but also elaborates on the spiritual and
.mystical aspects of this divine ritual, which has greatly impressed mm

Like a mystic poet who has to go through seven cities of love, namely quest, love,
gnosis, detachment, unity, amazement, and finally annihilation in order to become

united with the Beloved, the pilgrim of God’s house too has to go though seven stages
.similar to the seven cities of love in order to be received by God

This book can serve as a handbook for the pilgrims who wish to have more knowledge

.about the physical and spiritual aspects of Hajj

The translation of this book

p: 1
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is dedicated to the souls of my parents, Safar ‘Ali Aghili and Roghayyeh Aghili as well

.as my sister, Ghamar Aghili, may their souls rest in peace forever

Aghili Ashtiani

Introduction

Praise is due to Allah who made the House a pilgrimage for man and a place of
security. Greetings of Allah be upon Muhammad; the chosen messenger whom Allah
has sent as witness, bearer of good tidings, warner, and to “call people to Allah, with

His permission, and the bright lamp.” And greetings be upon the members of his
household from whom Allah kept away the uncleanness and purified a thorough

.purifying

In this materialistic world, man’s spiritual assets are being plundered. The sublime

spiritual virtues, being the only source of man’s dignity and a criterion for humanity,
have lost their values and are gradually being removed from man’s life. A beastly

.atmosphere is turning the world into a quagmire

The freedom-fighting and hearty human beings are naturally living in depression
under such circumstances. Like taking breath in a polluted environment, living has
become painful for them. Hence, they are always looking for a chance to hear a
heavenly and divine call amidst the mammonists’ yellings so that it will remove fatigue
from their lives and depression from their hearts, take them to a world above this
boring one, and satiate them with the elixir of affinity with God, prophets, and saints.
That is the call of the Hajj pilgrimage and the call of Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham)

(as)(1), which generates much

p: 2

’as) stands for ‘peace be upon him/her/them - ) 1
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.enthusiasm in the ummah –Muslim community- with the coming of the Hajj rites

Enthusiasm in the hearts and spirits of the believers who rush to the Kaaba(1)—the

House of their Beloved, fills Mecca’s plain and mountain with Labbayk Allahumma

labbayk (Yes, here I am, O Lord, here I am). Bare-footed, they shed off all worldly

attachments and signs of distinction, reach for the House of their Beloved, embrace it,
circumambulate it, voice their love from the bottom of their hearts, confide their
grievances with God, hear the soothing answer of the Lord of the House, and return

.home with a spiritual joy

The Kaaba is truly a spiritual sanctuary for human society in this stormy world. Those
believers who have been fed up with the automated life and the wearisome account
of mammonists’ profit and loss, those who are desperate for a happy life for
themselves and others, by seeking refuge in the Kaaba, will find such tranquility that
all problems will be made easy for them. With their heart at rest and an expanded
breast as a result of relying on God’s imperishable power, the unleveled paths of life
will become smooth for them, hence, they are prepared for fighting the hardships and

.creating an ideal life for human beings

Nevertheless, attaining the life-giving impact of religious acts in general and the Hajj
rite in particular depends on full attention to the philosophy of these great heavenly
instructions, or an act devoid of spirit will evidently not yield any sublime socio-

.humane result

p: 3

The Kaaba is the square-shaped building in the centre of the Great Mosque in - 1
.Mecca, in the direction of which Muslims must face in doing the obligatory prayer
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Perhaps one can assert that the main reason we, Muslims, are deprived of the effects
.of our religious instruction is lack of attention to the spirit of divine laws

We are only content with their external forms. We notice that certain Muslims go to
perform Hajj and Umrah. They know the Hajj rites very well but, amazingly, there is
neither revolution in them in terms of evolution of spirit and connection with God nor
have they been disciplined from the viewpoint of social relations and rights of human

.beings

In the same way, they are deprived of spiritual effects of such other religious acts as
prayer, fasting, visiting the holy shrines, mourning for Imam Husayn (as) and holding

.sessions or learning the Holy Qur’an and other religious rites

Having the greatest intellectual and spiritual assets, this deprivation of sublime

human virtues is regrettable, for it has no justification other than failing to know the
truth of Islam and the spirit of the Qur’anic teachings. It is regrettable to see that
Muslims work hard to learn about issues related to prayer, the rules of reciting the
Holy Qur’an but fail to learn about the spirit of prayer and the aim behind this divine
injunction to nourish their soul in the light of those injunctions, to make their heart
turn into a mirror to reflect God’s manifestations and to purify their individual and

.social life from the filth of all vices thanks to prayer

It is seen that Muslims perform prayer, take part in congregational

p: 4
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prayers, invoke, and supplicate, but remembrance of and spiritual attention to God
and abstinence from indecency and evil, which are the ultimate goal of prayer, are
missing in most worshippers. The prayer of most people is mixed with wrongdoing

and is not different from ignoring God and not praying attention to Him. This is
because we have failed to understand the ultimate goal of prayer as part of our
religious program. Rather, we consider the ritual prayer and its external form as

.criterion for being religious

The same detrimental negligence is seen in Hajj pilgrimage but more conspicuously.
Those who intend to go on Hajj pilgrimage do not forget to take with them the
smallest things they may need during the trip nor fail to learn some of the rites related
to the state of Ihram,(1) Tawaf, (2) Sa’y(3) and Ramy.(4) Nevertheless, they are so
ignorant of the spirit of Hajj and the ultimate goal of this divine journey that they will

.never discuss with anyone nor consider it as default

Getting to know that truth and materializing those objectives in their hearts and on
the scene of action is not part of the Hajj rites. The only thing the performer of Hajj
has been asked to do seems to be to wrap himself in two pieces of cloth, to say
Labbayk,(5) to go round the House, to walk between Safa and Marwa, to shave his
head, to offer sacrifices, to throw pebbles at Satan, and to return home with trunks

filled with

p: 5

Ihram, being one of the rites of Hajj, is (1)The sacred state into which a Muslim - 1
must enter before performing a pilgrimage (Hajj), during which sexual intercourse,
shaving, cutting one's nails, and several other actions are forbidden, and, (2) the
costume worn by a Muslim in this state, consisting of two lengths of seamless usu.
white fabric, one worn about the hips, the other over the shoulders or sometimes only

.over the left shoulder
Tawaf, being one of the rites of Hajj, is the circumambulation of the Kaaba—the - 2

.Holy House of God
Sa’y, being one of the rites of Hajj, is the running between Mount Safa and Mount - 3
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.Marwa

Ramy, being one of the rites of Hajj, is throwing seven stones, thrice, on an emblem - 4
.representing Satan

Labbayk –or Labbaykah- is the talbiya –one of the pillars of the Hajj- the obligation - 5
of which is a matter very much discussed by the ulema, yet they did not reach

.consensus. Labbayk, however, means: Here I am at your service
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gifts! It is for this reason that among those who have performed Hajj Umrah and
those having visited the shrines of the Holy Prophet (saw)(1) and the Imams (as),
many deviations, impious acts, and undisciplined behavior, which have no conformity

with the spirit of Hajj rites, are seen. It therefore becomes evident that most of those
who have gone to Mecca have failed to understand the spirit of Hajj and the aim

.behind it. Hence, they are engaged in contradictory acts

We, Muslims, are duty-bound to submit ourselves to the sublime Qur’anic teachings
and try to comprehend the humane objectives of those wise and heavenly injunctions
far more than the externals of religion. Elaborating on the sublime objectives of the
Hajj rites, Imam Sajjad (as) while meeting a man who had performed Hajj rites posed

:the following questions

Were you thinking of abandoning sin and living a pious life until the end of your life
?when you got into the state of Ihram and saying Labbayk

?Did you pay attention to the aim of the act you were doing

Were you such and such in Tawaf, Wuquf, al-Mashar, Ramy, and Mina while you were

?shaving your head and offering a sacrifice

:The man’s answer was ‘No’. Then the Imam (as) said

Since you have not performed those acts to materialize their objectives, actually you
have not performed Hajj, that is to say, the results of the Hajj rites have not been
obtained. In this case, you neither reached Mina, nor did you throw these pebbles on

p: 6

’saw) stands for ‘peace be upon him and his family - ) 1
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Satan, nor did you shave your head, nor did you perform the rituals of the Hajj, nor did
you offer prayer in Kheif Mosque, nor did you perform Tawaf al-Ifadha, nor did you

offer sacrifice for the Lord. Go back, you did not perform Hajj.”(1)9

Therefore, every Muslim who intends to go on Hajj is duty-bound to pay full attention
to its inner objectives in addition to learning about the externals of this great religious
duty according to the jurisprudents’ –fuqaha- decrees found in practical laws of Islam
–Risala-, so that the visitation of God will leave an indelible impression on his hear that

.has turned into God’s House and a center for His remembrance

:In this relation, the Holy Qur’an says

نِْم هِرَخِآْلا  یِف  هَُل  امَوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  انَِتآ  انََّبرَ  لُوقُیَ  نْمَ  سِاَّنلا  نَمِفَ  ارًکْذِ  َّدشَأَ  وْأَ  مْکُءَاَبآ  مْکُرِکْذِکـَ  هََّللا  اورُکُذْافَ  مْکُکَسـِانَمَ  مُْتْیضـَقَ  اذَإِفَ 
قٍالَخَ

So when you have performed your devotions, then laud Allah as you lauded your“
(” fathers, rather a greater lauding. (2:200

This book, which consists of quotations from the Holy Qur’an, the hadihs of the Holy
Prophet and the immaculate Imams (as), the decrees of the religious authorities as
well as my own opinion on Hajj, is dedicated to Imam Mahdi (may Allah expedite his

(. reappearance

Sayyid Muhammad Zia Abadi

The Purpose of the Acts of Worship

point

The purpose of acts of worship is to draw man’s attention to the privilege he has in
the universe. That purpose is achieved by fully recognizing the Creator of the

universe, having a spiritual journey towards Him, shedding off

p: 7

See Mustadrak al-Wasaail; vol. 2 p.186, Section 17, Hadith 5 - 1
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of all kinds of material pollutions from oneself, being illuminated with God’s light, and
being absorbed in infinite joy as a result of affinity with God Who is Absolute Beauty

.and Infinite Perfection

This requires belittling the worldly pleasures against the pleasure of affinity with God
hence being indifferent to fortune and misfortune in the world. In this relation, the

:Holy Qur’an says

مکاتآ امب   ِ اوحُرَْفَت لاو  مْکَُتافَ  ام  یلع  اوْسَأَْت  لاْیکَِل 

So that you may not grieve for what has escaped you, nor be exultant at what He has“
(” given you… (57:23

This is the virtue of being pious and detached from the world, which is the outcome of
.getting to know God and man’s full attention to a metaphysical world

The Islamic piety is not against the principles of everyday life

point

When the topic of piety and detachment of the world comes up and quotations from
the Holy Qur’an or the Imams (as) are mentioned, a kind of misunderstanding is
created in the minds of certain people. They will say to themselves that these two

contradict each other. Islam—the perfect religion, while inviting people to be pious
and detached from the world, has taken every aspect of human life into

.consideration

It is against seclusion, irresponsibility to social undertakings, and indifference to the
events happening in the human society. Islam equally blames the oppressors and the
oppressed as the agents behind the spread of oppression and corruption. They are
both entitled to punishment. The Hoy Qur’an depicts the assembly of the two groups

:in hell

اًعیمِجَ اهیِف  اوکُرَاَّدا  اذإِ  یّتحَ  اهتَخْأُ ، تْنَعََل  هٌَّمأُ  تْلَخَدَ  امَّلکُ 

p: 8
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نوملَْعَت نْکَِلو لا  فٌْعضِ  ٍّلکُِل  لَاقَ  رِاَّنلا ، نَِم  اًفْعضِ  اًباذعَ  مْهِِتآفَ  انوُّلضَأَ  ءِلاؤُهَ  انَّبرَ  مْهُلاولأُ  مْهُارخْأُ  تَْلاقَ 

Whenever a nation shall enter, it shall curse its sister, until when they have all come“
up with one another into it; the last of them shall say with regard to the foremost of
them: our Lord! These led us astray; therefore give them a double chastisement of

(” the fire. He will say: every one shall have double but you do not know. (7:38

Piety, meaning lack of interest in the worldly affairs in one’s mind and hear and
abstinence from pleasure seeking in practice, is the outcome of a kind of

enlightenment in one’s soul in a way that man sees the world as transient and subject
to decline. As a result of such an insight, man considers his personality as one created
for eternal life hence finding himself too dignified to have tendency towards a mortal,
material life. The leader of the pious, Imam ‘Ali (as), in sermon No 32 of Nahjul

:Balagha, says

اًضوَعِ اللهِا  دَنعِ  کََلامَ  نِْمو  اًنمَث  کَسِفنَِل  اینُّدلا  يرَت  نْأ  رُجَْتمَلا  سَئِبلوَ 

How bad is the transaction that you allow, (the enjoyment of) this world to be a price“
”for yourself as an alternative for what there is with Allah for you

That is to say, man’s human personality and the eternal life of the Hereafter is so
sublime that if he loses the two but gains the whole world, it would be a bad

transaction. The pious man finds his prosperity

p: 9
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and his ultimate goal in the illuminated world of affinity with God and His pleasure. In
this relation, Imam Sajjad (as), in the eighth part of the Whispered Prayed of the

:Devotees, says

ینیعَ هَُّرقَ  كَؤاقِلو  يداهسُو ، يرهَسَ  كَاوسِِل  کَلو لا  يدارُم  كَرُیغَ  تَنأفَ لا  یتبَغْرَ ، كَوَحْن  تْفَرَصـَْناو  یتَّمهِ  کَیَلإ  تْعَطَقَْنا  دِقَفَ 
.یتیَْغُب كَاضرِو  ...یسفن  ینُم  کَُلصْوَوَ 

For my aspiration has been cut off from everything but You and my desire has turned “
toward You alone, You are my object, none other; to You alone belongs my waking

and my sleeplessness. Meeting You is the gladness of my eye, joining You is the wish

of my soul. Toward You is my yearning, in love for You my fervent craving. Your good
pleasure is the aim I seek.”(1)10

:Quoting Imam Sajjad (as), Abu-Hamza ath-Thumali, says

یِّنع فِوخلا  ملأ  تُدَّْرَب  کَِتاجانمُبو  یبلقَ  شَاع  كَرِکْذِِب  يَلاومَ ،

O Master Lord, in Your remembrance my heart takes delight, with prayers I hold“
communion with You, it freezes the pain of fear that torments me.”(2)11

A pious man is not one who does not possess anything but one who is not slave of
.anything

Therefore, a pious man is a sublime soul released from the humiliating, materialistic

captivity and soaring in the infinite space seeking God. Such a man has become

familiar with supernatural pleasures. His joy and sorrow depends on that type of
pleasure, not on worldly pleasures, which are little provision and exposed to rapid

.annihilation

Therefore, when a man reaches that stage of spiritual perfection to find himself

above the

p: 10

See as-Sahifat al-Kamila as-Sajjadiyya - 1

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 23 of 301

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_10_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_10_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


See Duaa Abu-Hamza ath-Themali - 2

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 24 of 301

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


world and its desires, he will never become captive of carnal desires. He neither
violates other people’s rights nor allows them to violate the rights of other human

beings. Acting on the basis of his religious duty, such a man is steadfast in preserving
his own rights and those of others in defending justice, and will not spare his life in the

.path of God

The vivid lives of the Imams (as), and at the top of them the life of Imam ‘Ali (as), is
good examples. Being at the zenith of piety and detached from the world both
physically and spiritually, Imam ‘Ali (as) displayed to the world the highest degree of
respect for other people’s rights, defense of social justice, and proved consistency of

.piety with living a social life and a sound way of living

Summary

A spiritual virtue, which makes man’s real personality outstanding and in the light of
which man’s Hereafter and worldly life becomes meaningful is piety, an outcome of
man’s heart being illuminated with the light of God’s cognition and man’s affinity with

God. This is not possible except by worshipping Him ad performing what is known as
.religious duties. The present decadence is due to man’s failure to know himself

The reason why corruption has spread throughout the world, the human society has
been entangled in the bottleneck of a bestial life, and there is no way out is because

man has failed to recognize his own stand. He has been deviated from acts of

p: 11
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worship and God seeking path, which is his special task. Man’s big sin is failure to get
.to know himself, which will lead to knowledge of God

Being A Servant of God Is Man’s Dignity

The fact that God has assigned acts of worship for human beings is a sign of God’s
grace towards man. By calling man to His House and by giving him the honor of being
called the servant of Allah, God has made man distinct from other creatures. If human

beings could only understand what dignity this title gives, they would ignore all the
.worldly titles and would not think of anything other than qualifying for that title

When man becomes servant of God, his heart will be put at rest. He will neither feel
sad about any misfortune nor rejoice at any fortune. When he passes away, he will

receive God’s mercy, will enjoy the everlasting bliss, and will associate with the
.prophets and the Imams, that is a great victory

Impact of Worship at Soul

God-seekers believe that acts of worship and religious duties are different from one
another in terms of leaving a certain impact on soul and its perfection. Some of them
have the quality of purification while others adorn the soul; some of them remove

darkness from the soul while others illuminate man’s soul. For example, charity
purifies man’s heart from the evil of love for wealth. In this relation, the Holy Qur’an

:says

اهِب مْهِیِّکزَُتو  مْهُرُِّهطَُت  هًقَدَصَ  مْهِِلاوْمأ  نِْم  ذْخُ 

Take alms out of their property, you would cleanse them and purify them thereby. “
(” (9:103

-Observing fast –Sawm

p: 12
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strengthens one’s will and power of resistance against carnal desires, leading to piety
:and immunity. In this relation, the Holy Qur’an says

نَوقَّتَت مْکَُّلعََل  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِْم  نَیذّلا  یلعَ  بَِتکُ  امکَ  مُایِّصلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  بَِتکُ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذّلا  اهّیأ  ای 

O you who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you, as it was prescribed for those“
(” before you, so that you may guard against evil. (2:183

The virtue of prayer is to illuminate man’s soul with the light of the heavens and the
:earth. The Holy Qur’an says

يرکْذِِل هَلاصّلا  مِِقأَوَ 

(” Keep up prayer for My remembrance. (20:14“

Nevertheless, Hajj has a double purpose—it has the quality of purification and it is
ornament as well. They both remove darkness of mammonism from heart and bring

.about illumination of God’s remembrance

Almsgiving, being far from one’s family, having no ease and comfort of one’s home,
one’s business and jobs, tolerating the sufferings of a trip, having to put up with

short-tempered co-travelers, sunburn, insufficient sleep, performing rather

.unfamiliar acts are not pleasant by the norms of the superficial intellect

Yet, throwing pebbles at Satan in Mina, waling at fast pace, getting out of one’s
normal clothes, and shaving one’s hair are extremely useful in purifying man’s heart
from the evil of arrogance, egotism and in taming the haughty and the disobedient

.souls. This is party of the purifying quality of Hajj

As for the ornamental virtue of Hajj, it is both moral and spiritual. Hajj congregation
.leads to Ummah’s supremacy among other nations

Hajj, A Lively Act

Hajj, which is full of meaning and spirit, can be

p: 13
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inspiring and bring about such ritual effects. Ceremonial rites devoid of truth are not
:expected to bring about prosperity or dignity. In this relation, the Holy Qur’an says

دٌیهشَ وَهُو  عَمَّْسلا  یقْلأ  وْأ  بٌْلقَ  هَُل  نَاکَ  نْمَل  يرکْذَِل  کَِلذ  یف  َّنإِ 

Most surely, there is a reminder in this for him who has a heart or he gives ear and is“
(” a witness. (50:38

Beyond doubt, like healing medicine, religious duties are composed of ingredients
with divine formula, which will leave great effects on the human societies.

.Nevertheless, susceptible temperaments are needed to manifest those effects

Hajj of most people is devoid of spirit

Unfortunately, most people who go on Hajj have neither a heart to understand the
meaning of Hajj nor give an ear to those who have a heart so as to perform the Hajj

.rites which are full of spirit

They would rather perform the Hajj rites hastily, get out of the state of Ihram and
restriction, and then engage in taking photos, buying souvenirs, or doing business.
They think they have achieved the ultimate goal of Hajj and return home purified like

!when they were born of their mother

Hajj Devoid of Spirit Has No Living Effects

Hajj devoid of spirit cannot possibly purify man’s heart from vices and adorn it with

virtues nor can it turn human beings divine. Socially too, it cannot give dignity to the
.ummah nor can it give supremacy or world leadership to the ummah

A clear proof of Muslim’s Hajj being abortive in our times is the fact that this great
,religious duty is performed every year with much glory but

p: 14
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unfortunately, does not produce the intended result. Its radiant effects, including
purification of the soul and the ummah’s supremacy, some of the inevitable results of

.Hajj as mentioned in the Holy Qur’an and Sunnah, are not noticeable

Social Effects of Hajj

Hajj, The Assembly Of Dispersed Powers In Single Forum

مٍا _ّ يأ یف  اللهِا  مَسْا  اورُکُذْیـَو  مْهَُل  عَِفانمَ  اودُهَشـْیَِل  .قٍیمِعَ  ٍّجفـَ  ِّلکُ  نِْم  نَیِتأْی  رٍِماضَ  ِّلکُ  یلعَوَ  لاًاجَرِ  كَوُتأْی  ِّجحـَلاب  سِاَّنلا  یف  نِّْذأَوَ 
تٍامولْعمَ

And proclaim among men the pilgrimage; they will come to you on foot and on every“
lean camel, coming from every remote path, that they may witness advantages for

(” them and mention the Name of Allah during stated days. (The Holy Qur’an; 22:27

advantages' includes all virtues, both physically and spiritually, of the عفانم -   ' The word

world and the Hereafter indicating that the great assembly of Muslim nations in a
single forum is like a sea coming into existence as a result of joining of small and big

.rivers

As a result of unity of opinion and unanimity arising from believing in one God and
being the followers of one Book and one Prophet, all Muslims stand in a single rank

.facing Kiblah(1) and go round a center with a single aim

Such unity of ideology and act gives this assembly so much power that it can remove

mountains, defeat the most formidable opposition powers, foil any treacherous plot,
and generate a life full of happiness, dignity, and supremacy by performing heavenly

.injunctions and consolidating the pillars of social justice

,Beyond doubt, what can solve problems of life is social cooperation

p: 15
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which is materialized by creating understanding among nations. The most important

factor behind understanding is the rightful teachings of a religion, which bridges the
gaps, brings hearts together, creates a link between east and west, and makes the
black and white, Arabs and non-Arabs, Turks and Hindus, feel sympathy for one

:another. In the Farewell Hajj on Mount Arafat, the Holy Prophet of Islam (saw) said

یلعَ ٍّیبرَعَِل  سَْیَلو  مْکُاـقْتأَ ) اللهِا  دَْـنعِ  مْکُمَرَکْأَ  َّنإِ   ) بٍارُت نِم  مُدَآو  مَدَـلآ  مکـُُّلکُ  دٌحـِاو ، مکُاـبأ  َّنإو  دٌحـِاو  مکـَُّبرَ  َّنإ  سُاّـنلا ، اـهُّیأ 
يوقّتلاب لاإ  لٌضْفَ  ٍّیمِجَعْأَ 

O people, surely your Lord is One, the father of all of you is one, you all come from
Adam and Adam from the earth. (surely the most honorable of you with Allah is the
one among you most careful of his duty) Arab has no advantage over non-Arab

(except for piety.”(1

:Also in his Farewell Hajj in Mina, the Holy Prophet (saw) said

مهاندأ مهِتمّذِِب  یعسْیَ  مْهُاوسِ ، نْمَ  یلعَ  دٌیَ  مهُوَ  مْهُؤامدِ  یفاکَتت  هٌوخإ  نَونمؤملا 

Believers are brethren. Their blood has equal value. They are a single hand and“
”(power against others. The promise of each of them is like that of all, hence binding.(2

Calling to Hajj Is Calling To Unity of Power

The Holy Qur’an asks Prophet Ibrahim (as) to call people to Hajj, to come and see the
Islamic unity in the House of Monotheism, and to notice the assembly of dispersed
powers in a single forum so as to realize the amazing advantages of Hajj, including
self-purification, regulation of a sound politico-economic affairs, and consolidation of

the pillars of

p: 16
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supremacy across the world as a result of the assembly, unity, and circumambulation

.of the Sacred House

Hajj, Man’s Ascension To Heaven

Spiritual journey and affinity with God are some of the advantages of Hajj. The light of
God’s guidance illuminates susceptible hearts, making them detached from the earth
and attached to God. By putting on Ihram, saying Labbayk, circumambulating the
House, offering sacrifice, and doing other acts of worship, man’s heart goes through a

.spiritual stage

Only does God know how many averted hearts have become fond of Him in this
Sacred House and how many misled men have become pious and heavenly thanks to

:the blessings of this holy place. The Holy Qur’an supports this claim by saying

.نیملاعلل يًدهو  اًکرَابُم  ( هََّکبَب يذَِّلَل  سِاَّنلِل  عَضِوُ  تٍْیَب  لََّوأَ  َّنإِ  )

(” The Holy House is) blessed and a guidance for the nations. (3:96 “)

The Kaaba’s Wonderful Attraction

The Qur’anic Verse “They will come to you on foot or every lean camel, coming from
every remote path,” is response to the Qur’anic Verse, “And proclaim among men the
pilgrimage,” indicating that the divine call which was spread throughout the world by
Prophet Ibrahim (as) and then reaffirmed by the ordainment of the Holy Prophet of
Islam (saw) left such impact on the Kaaba that it attracted susceptible men from the

.remotest corners of the world with its magnetic property

During Hajj season, amazing activity occurs in the corners of the world and large
crowd of people pour into Mecca by land, sea, and air, while there is no force,

allurement, propaganda, or any other urging factors. People

p: 17
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go through all hardships so as to come to visit the Kaaba with love and as soon as
their eyes fall on the House of their Beloved, they start prostrating themselves and

:forgetting all hardships. They will say lovingly

.” O Lord of the House, the House is Yours and the servant is Yours“

How lovingly pilgrims circumambulate the Kaaba

Speaking about Hajj in the last part of sermon I of Nahjul Balagha, Imam ‘Ali (as)
:describes people as such

 . مِامحَلا هَولوُ  هِیلإ  نَوهَلأیو  مِاعنلأا  دَوروُ  هُنودرِیَ 

.” The people go to it as beasts or pigeons go towards spring water “... 

Like thirsty camels reaching water or pigeons flying towards their chicks in the nest,
the pilgrims rush towards the House of the Beloved so enthusiastically that one has

.the impression that they have lost their control

People’s inclination towards the Kaaba, unusual

By thinking about what the Holy Qur’an and Imam ‘Ali (as) have said, we will realize
the fact that inclination towards the Kaaba (for those who are sound instinctively) is
not ordinary inclination, rather there is a divine attraction in it. There is the same

attraction towards the household of the Holy Prophet (saw) being the result of
:Prophet Ibrahim’s supplication and God’s answering him

.مهِْیَلإ يوهَت  سِاّنلا  نَِم  هًدَِئْفأ  لْعَجْافَ 

Therefore, make the hearts of some people yearn towards them... (the Holy “.. 
(” Qur’an; 14:37

When, carrying out God’s order, Prophet Ibrahim (as) brought his wife Hagar and the
infant Ismaeel (Prophet Ishmael) to al-Hijaz desert and had to leave them alone

:there, raising his hands towards the sky, supplicated

يذ رِْیغَ  دٍاوِب  یِتّیرّذُ  نِْم  تُْنکَسْأَ  ینإ  انّبرَ 
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.نَورکُشْیَ مْهَُّلعََل  تِارمّثلا  نَِم  مْهُْقزُرْاوَ  مْهِْیَلإ  يوهَت  سِاّنلا  نَِم  هًدَِئْفأ  لْعَجْافَ  هَلاصّلا  اومیقُیِل  انّبرَ  مَِّرحَمُلا  کَِتْیَب  دَْنعِ  عٍرْزَ  

O our Lord! Surely, I have settled a part of my offspring in a valley unproductive of“
fruit near They Sacred House, our Lord! That they may keep up prayer; therefore,
make the hearts of some people yearn towards them and provide them with fruits;

(” haply they may be grateful. (The Holy Qur’an; 14:37

Why should guardians of spirituality be settled in a desert

Why should the offspring of Prophet Ibrahim (as) be settled in an uncultivated land far
from civilization? What is the advisability? Is it because they are the guardians of the
spirituality of human society, keeper of prayer, God’s remembrance, and secret of
servitude in the world? Must their living environment be far from luxury, which makes

man forget God, so as to be able to keep remembrance of God and the Hereafter
:alive in man’s heart? It is said

يرخلأُا طخِسُت   امهُادحْإ  یضِرُت  ام  رِدَقَِبفَ  نِاترّضُ ؛ هُرَخِلآاو   ایندّلا 

“

The world and the Hereafter are like rival wives; when you please one, you will hurt
the other.”(1)15

:Imam ‘Ali (as) says

بِرِْغملاو  قِرِشـْملا  لُثَمَ  امهُُلثَمَ  .اهَاداعو  هَرَخِلآا  ضَغَْبأ  اهَلااووَ  ایندّلا  َّبحَأ  نمَ  نِافِلتَخُم ، نِلایبسَوَ  نِایدِاعتَُم  نِاوّدُعـَ  هُرَخِلآاو  ایندّـلا 
.اًدْعُب رِخَلآا  نِم  دَادزْا  لاإ  اًبرُق  امهِدِحَأ  نِم  دُادزْی  امهُنیَب لا  یشِاملاو 

The world and the Hereafter are two incompatible enemies and two roads in“
different directions. Whoever loves the world will naturally abandon the Hereafter.
The world and the Hereafter are like east and west. The more you go towards the

east you will take more distance

p: 19
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.” from the west

A man of many desires will not be a man of God. A mammonist loses spiritual values
.and his guidance has no effect on human souls and hearts

Therefore, the offspring of Ibrahim (as) and the spiritual leaders must live in an
.uncultivated land devoid of luxury and physical pleasures

They must choose to live near the Sacred House and to think of God and remember

Him all the time. Human hearts, too, have naturally an inclination towards their Lord
hence move to His House and its guardians. Not only do they avoid sparing everything
for this sake but also they sincerely offer their pure emotions and love for the House
of God and the offspring of Ibrahim (as), the most honorable of whom is the Holy

(. Prophet (saw) and the Imams (as

What great asset has been given to muslims

Man’s attraction to the House of God and forum of monotheism, on the one hand, and
the great assembly of the ummah in a single place for performing a series of common

religious acts, extremely inspiring in creating understanding and unity of thoughts, on
the other, is a great heavenly asset bestowed on Muslims by God. Moral virtues, the
power to fight atheism, and a spiritual way of living both in the world and the

.Hereafter, are some of the advantages of Hajj

The Kaaba, a security for the survival of human society

ضِرْلأَاو تِاوَامََّسلا  یف  امَ  مُلَْعیَ  اللهَا  َّنأَ  اومُلَْعتَِل  کَِـلذ  دَِـئلاقَلاو ، يَدْهـَلاو  مَارحَلا  رَهَّْشلاوَ  سِاَّنلِل  اًـمایِق  مَارحَلا  تَْیبلا  هَبَْعکَلا  اللهُا  لَعـَجَ 
مٌیلعَ ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُب  اللهَا  َّنأَوَ 

Allah has made the Kaaba, the Sacred House, a maintenance for the“
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people, and the sacred month and the offsprings and the sacrificial animals with

garlands; this is that you may know that Allah knows whatever is in the heavens and
whatever in the earth and that Allah is the Knower of all things. (The Holy Qur’an;

(” 5:97

In this Qur’anic Verse, the Kaaba, which has been described as the sacred house and
maintenance for the people, and the month during which Muslims assemble in Mecca

as the sacred month, and also the sacrificial animals with garlands indicate respect for
the house. They all serve as security for human survival from annihilation and

.corruption

The house, highly respected, is the Kiblah towards which Muslims all over the world

perform their prayer, slaughter cows, sheep, and camels, and bury their dead. All
deeds are accepted only when they are performed in the direction of the Kaaba.
Muslims deem such respect for the Kaaba in the remotest and most hidden places.
They are careful not to ease nature with their face or back towards it. The House is so

.sacred that sacrificial animals and precious assets are offered to it

Beyond doubt, when the Sacred House is a common goal, it will guarantee the survival
of the Ummah. It is a shelter for the oppressed and a source of tranquility for those
who are in a state of panic. All these important effects come from the sanctity, which

God has made about this house. God knows that the human society is in need for a
single forum
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respected by all—a sanctuary where all people can join hands and hearts to solve
problems and walk on the path to a happy life with the power of unity. Hence, he has
made the Kaaba in such a strange place with sanctity. The same question is sufficient
to make us understand that the philosophy behind whatever God has made and that

.He is the Knower of all things

The Kaaba, a sanctuary and a place of security

اًنْمأَوَ سِاَّنلِل  هًَباثَمَ  تَْیبَلا  انْلعَجَ  ذْإِوَ 

And when) We made the House a pilgrimage for men and a (place of) security. (The “)
(” Holy Qur’an; 2:125

The human society, when differences arise and violations arise, is in need for an
internationally-recognized forum before which all people feel responsible so that if a
wronged individual or nation appeals to it, all nations will rise up in support and take

.right from the oppressor

Human society is in need for an international forum of security to the grievances of
human beings and nations in fear. The same need has encouraged the modern man

.to form the United Nations Organization

The success or failure of this organization is not to be discussed here. For this reason,
in the world of Islam, this need has been taken into consideration and God has made

the Kaaba a place of security in the world in addition to making it sacred so that the
.Ummah who esteem this house will not allow anyone to be wronged or oppressed

In this way, not only will oppression or intimidation cease to exist among people but
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also Muslims will be known as reformers and guarantors of security at an

international level. It is true then that the Kaaba is the guarantor of the world peace
and security; therefore, man can live a happy life and enjoy blessing if the Kaaba is
considered as maintenance for people and the Hajj rites will be performed with its

.perfect conditions

Ignoring Hajj means dispersion in human society

If, God forbid, one day the Hajj rites are abandoned or become devoid of content,
human society will collapse, blessings will depart man’s life, and oppression and

.insecurity will prevail

The Prophesy of the Abandonment of the Kaaba and Its Sinister Effects in Traditions

One of the sinister events happening at the end of the world causing spread of
oppression in the human societies is the closing of Hajj and the abandonment of the
Kaaba. Speaking of the events happening before the reappearance of Imam Mahdi

:(may Allah expedite his reappearance), Imam Sadiq (as) has said

...لّجو زّع  اللهِا  طِخَسَ  یف  سَانلا  نّأ  ملَعْاو  هَاجّنلا  اللهِا  یلإ  بْلطْاو  رٍذَحَ  یلع  نْکُف  ...هِکِرْتَب  رُمَؤُیو  لَِّطعُ  دقَ  اللهِا  تَیب  تَیأَرَو 

When) you see that Allah’s House is closed down and the Hajj rites are abandoned, “)
beware you; supplicate to Allah to be safe from His punishment, for people are at this

time subject to Allah’s wrath.”(1)16

Hajj, God’s Right To Man and Man’s Gratefulness To Him

نَیمَِلاعَلا نِعَ  ٌّینغَ  اللهَا  َّنإِفَ  رَفَکَ  نْمَوَ  لاًیبسَ ؛ هِیلإِ  عَاطتَسْا  نِمَ  تِْیبَلا  ُّجحِ  سِاّنلا  یلعَ  اللهِوَ 

and pilgrimage to the House is incumbent upon men for the sake of Allah, (upon) “… 
every one who is able to undertake the journey to it; and whoever disbelieves, then

surely Allah is Self-Sufficient, above any need of
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(” the worlds (The Holy Qur’an; 3:97

This Qur’anic Verse reveals God’s right to men. In the same way that every
benefactor has a right, and the person who has been favored tries to make up for his
benefactor’s beneficence and pay a visit to his house to express his thanks, it is the

.duty of people to make pilgrimage to God’s House to offer their thanks to Him

The true benefactor is God and offering thanks is obligatory

God Who is the true Benefactor is the One Who has favored human being infinitely. In
:this relation, the Holy Qur’an says

.اهَوصُحُت اللهِا لا  هَمَْعِن  اوُّدعَُت  نْإِوَ 

(” and if you count Allah’s favors, you will not be able to number them. (14:34 “… 

:Showing God’s favor to man, the Holy Qur’an also says

.هًنَطِاَبو هًرَهِاظَ  هُمَعَِن  مْکُیلَعَ  غَبَسْأَوَ  ضِرْلأَا  یف  امَوَ  تِاوَامَّسلا  یف  امَ  مْکَُل  رََّخسَ  اللهَا  َّنأَ  اورََت  ملأَ 

Do you not see that Allah has made what is in the heavens and what is in the earth“
subservient to you, and made complete to you His favors outwardly and inwardly?

(” (13:20

Does such a Benefactor not have right upon you to go to His House and offer Him gifts
?as much as you can for expressing thanks to Him

God Accept Generously Every Little Deed

For all benefactions, God only expects His servants to visit His House and to offer a
.sacrifice, that too, to the extent of each one’s financial capability

Thankfulness Benefits Man, Not God

Visitation of the Sacred House does not benefit God, for He is above what we think of
Him. Rather it is a grace from the Almighty God. By call to Hajj, God has
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.made man distinct from animals

Thankfulness To God Makes Man Distinct From Animals

One of the advantages of human beings is the virtue of gratitude to the Benefactor
though this quality exists to some extent in certain animals but it is not a necessary
quality in them. Yet man cannot possibly do without it unless he has lost his human

nature as a result of indulging in carnal desires and lusts and has become an animal.
:In this connection, the Holy Qur’an says

نَوُلِفاغَلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوُا  ُّلضَأَ ؛ مْهُ  لَْب  مِاعَنلأاکَ  کَِئَلوُا 

(” They are as cattle, nay, they are in worse errors; these are the heedless ones. (7:179“

Evidently, not only do such bestial ones refuse to thank their benefactor but also they
.will deny Him

Call To Worship Is Man’s Dignity

What grace it is from God to man to make him duty-bound to pray, to make

pilgrimage to Mecca, and to do other religious acts that are somehow expressions of
:thanks by which man’s dignity is safeguarded. In this relation, Imam Sajjad (as) says

یف اوفَّرصـَتََل  هِرَهِاظتَمُلا  هِمِعَِن  نِم  مهِیلع  غَبسـْأو  هِعَِباتتَمُلا  هِِننَِم  نِم  مْهُلابأ  ام  یلع  هِدِمحَ  هَفرِعمَ  هِدِابعَ  نع  سَبَحَ  وَل  يذـلا  دُـمحلاو اللهِ 
امکَ اوناـکفَ  هَِّیمِیهِبَلا  ِّدحـَ  یلا  هِّیِناسـَنلإا  دِودحـُ  نم  اوجُرَخَل  کَِلذَکـَ  اوُناکـَ  وَْلو  هُورُکُشـْیَ  ملَفَ  هِِقزْرِ  یف  اوـعَّسوََتو  هُودمـِحْی  ملَفَ  هِِننَِم 

.لاًیبسَ ُّلضَأَ  مْهُ  لَْب  مِاعَنلأاکَ  لاإِ  مْهُ  نْإِ  هِباتکِ : مِکَحْم  یف  فَصَوَ 

Praise belongs to Allah, for had He withheld His servants the knowledge to praise Him
for the uninterrupted kindnesses with which He has tried them and the manifest

favors which he has lavished upon them, they would have moved about in His
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kindnesses without praising Him, and spread themselves out in His provision without

thanking Him. Had such been the case, they would have left the bounds of humanity

for that of beastliness and become as He has described in the firm text of His Book:
‘They are but as the cattle, nay, but they are further astray from the way (1)17

Why is an ungrateful man more astray than beasts

Lacking in intellect and being subject to its instincts, an animal does not ignore its
natural forces nor does it deviate from its path, rather it acts as its Creator wills. In

:this relation, the Holy Qur’an says

.مٍیقِتَسُْم طٍارَصِ  یلعَ  یِّبرَ  َّنإِ  اهِتیَصِانَب  ذٌخِآ  وَهُ  لاإِ  هٍَّبادَ  نِْم  امَ 

There is no living creature but He holds it by its forelock; surely, my Lord is on the “… 
(” right path. (11:56

Therefore, if an animal is not on human path and does not reach human perfection, it
has not committed any sin nor has it done anything contrary to what is expected from
it, rather it walks on the right path in reaching animal perfection and follows its own

instinct which is its right path. However, man who has intellect, an advantage over
.animals, is duty-bound to recognize his Benefactor and to be thankful to Him

Therefore, when this graceful human quality is missing, man will deviate from his
natural path, which is God’s right path and he will become more astray than beasts

.hence subject to a great loss and punishment

Call to Hajj Is God’s Grace to Man

,To sum it up, by inventing man to the acts of worship
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especially visitation of His Sacred House, God has had grace on him by giving him
.dignity and preventing him from falling into the state of an animal

!What Profitable Trade the Visitation of the Kaaba Is

The visitation of the Kaaba by the humble servant and his offering of an unworthy

sacrifice is means by which God will shower with His double blessings of the world and
.the Hereafter

Some of the Wonderful Blessings of Hajj According To Traditions

The intention of Hajj opens the gates of God’s mercy. Imam Baqir (as) was quoted as
:saying

تٍائّیسَ رَشْعَ  هُنعَ  یحَمو  تٍانسـَحَ  رَشـْعَ  هُل  َّلجَو  َّزعَ  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  لاإِ  هِزِاهجِ  نِم  ءٍیشـَ  یف  هًوَطْخُ  طُخیَ  مل  هِزِاهجِ  یف  ذَخَأ  اذإ  َّجاحَلا  َّنإ 
...غرَفَ ام  یتمَ  هِزِاهجِ  نِم  غَرُْفی  یّتح  تٍاجَرَدَ  رَشْعَ  هل  عَفرو 

When a man intends to go on Hajj, for every step he takes in preparing for his“
journey Allah will write ten good deeds for him and will write off ten of his
wrongdoings and will elevate his ten scales until he completes his preparatory

affairs.”(1)18

Not All Hajj Pilgrims Are Equal in Terms of Reward

:Imam Sadiq (as) said

هِِلهأَ یف  ظُفَحُْی  فٌْنصِو  هُُّمأُ  هُتدَلوَ  مِوی  هِئَیهَکَ  هِبونذُ  نم  جُرُخْیَ  فٌْنصِوَ  رِاّنلا  نِم  قُتَْعُی  فٌنصِ  فٍانـصأ ؛ هِثلاَث  یلع  نَوردُصیَ  جُاَّجحُلا 
.ُّجاحَلا هب  عُجِریَ  امَ  یندْأَ  کَِلذفَ  هِِلامَو ،

The Hajj pilgrims who return home are three groups; one are rescued from the fire“
(of Hell), another are cleansed from their sins as if they have been just born, and the
third group return home with their wealth and family secured. This is the least reward

the Hajj pilgrims can obtain.”(2)19

?Why Is the Difference in Reward

Evidently, the difference in reward is because of difference in intention –Niyyah-, the
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difference in
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cognition of the Lord of the House, and the difference in understanding the secret of
the acts and the influence of the Hajj rites on the soul. One pilgrim goes there with the
pure intention to please God, to ascend to heaven, and to loosen the chains of
captivity of self so that he will not be trapped by Satan hence going to Hell. Such a

.man will be rescued from the fire (of Hell) forever

Another pilgrim goes on Hajj solely to discharge his religious duty without paying
attention to the spirit of the act or removing vices from his self and obtaining virtues.
Thanks to Hajj, his sins will be forgiven but since he has not been purified, he has to
be careful about his future so that Satanic temptations and his carnal desires will not

.push him to sins hence fire

The third man goes on Hajj to escape people’s blame, to get the title of Hajji, and to
gain business profits. The reward of such a man is only material and worldly. His

.family and wealth are secure until he comes back home

Hajj Is the Market of the Hereafter

:Imam Baqir (as) said

.هَّنجَلا هُلَخَدأَ  هَُتامأَ ، نْإو  هُل ، بَنذَ  لاوَ  هُاقبأ  هُاقَبأ ، نْإِ  .یلاعت  اللهِا  فِایضْأ  نِم  امهُل  مُزِلالا  هِرَخِلآا ؛ قِاوسأ  نم  نِاقَوس  هُرَمعُلاو  ُّجحَلا 

Hajj and Umrah are two markets of the Hereafter. Those who enter into them are“
Allah’s guests. If Allah preserves his guest’s life, he will live free from sins and if He

makes him die, he will be admitted into Paradise.”(1)20

Hajj Pilgrims Are God’s Guests

Imam Sadiq
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:as) said)

فَلا مِهَرِّدلاب  نَوضَُّوعیَو  مهُأَدَتـَبا  اوتکَسـَ  نإِو  مهُعََّفشـَ  اوعفَشـَ  نإِو  مهَُباجأَ  هُوعَدَ  نإِو  مهُاطَعأَ  هُولأَسَ  نإِ  اللهِا ؛ دُـفوِ  رُمِتعمُلاو  ُّجاحَلا 
.مهَردِ فِلا 

The performers of Hajj and umrah are Allah’s guests. If they ask, they will be given, if“
they pray, they will be answered, if they intercede, their intercession will be accepted,
if they keep silent, they will be blessed, and they will be given a million dirhams for

each one they have spent.”(1)21

!Looking at the Kaaba Is Blessing, Too

:Imam Sadiq (as) said

اهَنع هِرِصَبََب  فَرصَنیَ  یّتحَ  هٌئَِّیسَ  هُنع  یحَمُتو  هٌنَسَحَ  هُل  بُتَکُت  لْزَیَ  مل  هِبَعکَلا  یلا  رَظَن  نمَ 

Whoever looks at the Kaaba, rewards are written for him and his wrongdoings are“
written off until he takes his look away from it.”(2)22

:The Imam (as) also said

.تائّیس رُشع  هُنع  تیَحِمو  هٌنَسَحَ  هُل  تْبَِتکُ  هِبَعکَلا  یلا  رَظَن  نمَ 

Whoever looks at the Kaaba, a reward is written for him and ten of his wrongdoings“
.” are written off

.The precinct of the Kaaba is showered with mercy and blessings

:Imam Sadiq (as) says

.نَیرظِاّنلل نَورشعِو  نَیّلصَمُلِل  نَوعَبرأَو  نَیفِِئاطّلل  نَوُّتسِ  اهنم  هًمَحرَ ؛ هََئاِمو  نَیرشعِ  هِبَعکَلا  لَوحَ  یلاعَت  َّنإِ اللهِ 

Allah sends down one hundred and twenty blessings in the precinct of the Kaaba;“
sixty for those who circumambulate, forty for those who worship, and twenty for

those who look at it.”(3)23

!What blessed act the circumambulation of God’s house is
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؟ اًجاحَ تَمدِقَ  لاقف : ملاسلا  هیلع  مظِاکلا ) ماملإا   ) نسَحلا یبأ  یلع  لٌجُر  مَدِقَ 

.معن لاق :  

؟ ِّجاحَلل ام  يردت  لاقف :  

.لا لاق :  

هًئّیس فَلأ  نیعبسَ  هُنع  احَمو  هًنسح  فَلأ  نیعبسَ  هُل  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  نِیتَعکْرَ  یّلصَو  تِیبَلاب  فَاطو  اًجّاحَ  مَدِق  نمَ  لاق :  
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هُمیق هًبقر  فَلأ  نیعبس  قَتعِ  هل  بتکو  هًجاح  فلأ  نیعبسَ  هُل  یضـَقو  تٍیب  لهأ  فَلأ  نَیعبسـَ  یف  هُعََّفشـَو  هًجَرَدَ  فَلأ  نَیعبسـَ  هُل  عَفرو 
.مهَردِ فلاآ  هُرَشَعَ  هٍبقر  ِّلک 

(: A man came to Imam Kazim (as

.Are going on Hajj?’ the Imam asked‘

.Yes,’ said the man‘

.Do you know the rewards of Hajj?’ asked the Imam‘

.No,’ answered the man‘

:Then the Imam said

Whoever comes to Mecca, circumambulates the Kaaba, and performs two Rak’at(1)‘
of prayer, Allah will write seventy thousand rewards for him and write off seventy
thousand of his wrongdoings, elevate him seventh thousand scales, accept his
intercession for seventy thousand families, fulfill seventy thousand of his needs, and
write for him the reward of setting free seventy thousand slaves worth ten thousand

.dirhams each

Forsaker of Hajj Is Not Human

As we have previously mentioned, the visitation of God’s House is a sign of man’s
thankfulness to his Benefactor, a prerequisite for courtesy, man’s human quality, a
cause of distinction from animals, and a means to win God’s favor and obtain all
blessings in the world and the Hereafter. How inhuman it would be then for a man not
to consider himself duty-bound to visit his Benefactor and to offer his thanks to Him!
What is more inhuman is that God invites man to His House but man ignores such an

invitation! Such heedlessness arises from the inner unbelief of one who

ٌّیِنغَ هََّللا  َّنإِفَ  رَفَکَ  نْمَوَ  الًیِبسَ �  هِْیَلإِ  عَاطَتَسـْا  نِمَ  تِْیبَْلا  ُّجحِ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  هَِّلِلوَ  انًِمآ �  نَاکَ  هُلَخَدَ  نْمَوَ  مَیهِارَْبإِ �  مُاقَمَ  تٌانَِّیَب  تٌایَآ  هِیِف 
نَیمَِلاعَْلا نِعَ 

,disbelieves“
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then surely Allah is Self-Sufficient above any need of the worlds. (The Holy Qur’an;
(” 3:97

It is worth mentioning that according to the Holy Qur’an and traditions, unbelief has
different stages one of which is disbelief in the secondary precepts. This kind of
disbelief does not lead to abiding in Hell forever unless it arises from disbelief in the
fundamentals of the religion. Such disbelief is equal to atheism and subject to abiding

.in Hell forever

:It is related that Imam Kazim (as), as was asked about the forsaker of Hajj, said

.رَفَکَ دْقفَ  اذکَهَ  اذهَ  سَیل  لَاقَ  نمَ  نْکَِلو  لا ، لاق : رَفَکَ ؟ دْقف  اّنم  َّجحُیَ  مل  نمَفَ  تُلُق  لاقَ :

The forsaker of Hajj is not unbeliever, but if a man denies that Hajj is obligatory, he is“
then unbeliever.”(1)25

The late Faiz says: “The forsaker of Hajj is not unbeliever, for unbelief is related to
.” ideology and not practice

:He also says

.تِومَلاب تِوفَلا  عُِّقوََتو  هِعَاطِتسلااو  عِِناملا  مِدَعَ  عمَ  اهِب   یَتلأ  اهدَقَتَعا  وِل  هَُّنلأ  اًیِنارَصن  وأَ  اًیدِوهی  تُومُی  اَّمنإو 

One who forsakes Hajj without having an excuse will die as a Jew or Christian“
because he would have performed Hajj had he believed in its obligation taking in
consideration that he is able to do it and that he should have expected he might die at

any moment before being able to perform it.”(2)26

.Forsakers of Hajj, on the day of judgment, are with Jews or Christians

:Addressing Imam ‘Ali (as), the Holy Prophet (saw) says

 : یلاعتو كرابت  هللا  لوقی  رفاک ،  عیطتسم  وهو  جّحلا  كرات  یّلع ،  ای 
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نَیمَِلاعَْلا نِعَ  ٌّیِنغَ  اللهَا  َّنإِفَ  رَفَکَ  نْمَوَ  لاًیِبسَ  هِْیَلإ  عَاطَتَسْا  نِمَ  تِْیبَْلا  ُّجحِ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  هِّلِلوَ  )

O ‘Ali, one who forsakes Hajj while having the means (to perform it) is unbeliever, for“
Allah Himself has said: ‘And pilgrimage to the House (Hajj) is incumbent upon men for
the sake of Allah, upon everyone who is able to undertake the journey to it; and

.’ whoever disbelieves then surely Allah is Self-Sufficient above any need of the worlds

.اًّینارصن وأ  اًّیدوهی  همایقلا  موی  هللا  هثعب  تومی ،  یّتح  جّحلا  فوّس  نمَ  یّلع ،  ای 

O ‘Ali, anyone who delays Hajj until he dies, Allah will raise him as Jew or Christian on
the Day of Judgment.”(1)27

:Imam Sadiq (as) says

اًّیدِوهیَ تْمُیْلفَ  هُعُنمی  نٌاطلسُ  وأَ  َّجحَلا  هِیف  قُیطُی  ضٌرمَ لا  وأَ  هِب  فُحِجُت  هٌجَاح  کِلذَ  نِم  هُْعنَمْی  مل  مِلاـسلإا ؛ هََّجحِ  َّجحِی  ملوَ  تَامَ  نمَ 
.اًیِنارصَن وأ 

He who dies before he performs the obligatory Hajj while he was not too needy, too“
ill, or too persecuted to perform it will die as non-Muslim (i.e. Jewish or Christian).”(2)28

:Ghazali says

يُزخِلاو نُیبملا  لُـهجلا  وه  کِـلذو  لِلاـضلا  یف  يراـصّنلاو  دَوهیلا  اـهکُرات  يواـسُیو  لَاـمکلا  اهدِـقفَِل  نُیدـلا  مُدِـعیَ  هٍدَاـبعِب  مْظِعأَفـَ 
.حُیضفَلا

How excellent is the worship (of Hajj) by the lack of which the religion lacks“
perfection and the neglector of which becomes as same as Jews or Christians in
terms of deviation—this is surely the evident ignorance and the scandalous

infamy.”(3)29

.Forsaker of Hajj will be blind on the day of judgment

یلاعَت اللهِا  لِوقَ  نع  ملاسلا  هیلع  اضِّرلا ) مَاملإِا  نِسحَلا (  ابأ  تُلأسَ  لاقَ : .. 
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هِب ُّجحـِی  ام  هُدَـنعِو  مِلاـسلإِا  هََّجحِ  َّجحـَلا  فََّوسَ  نمَیِف  تْلزَن  لَاقَف : لاًیِبسَ " ُّلضَأَوَ  یمَعْأَ  هِرَخِلآا  یف  وَهُفَ  یمَعْأَ  هِذِهـَ  یف  نَاکـَ  نْمَوَ  "

.َّجحِی نْأ  لَبقَ  تَومُی  یَّتح  ُّجحِأَ ، مَاعَلاَ  ُّجحِأَ ، مَاعَلاَ  لَاقَف 

,I asked Imam Ridha’ (as) about the Qur’anic Verse…

And whoever is blind in this (world), he shall also be blind in the Hereafter; and more‘
(.’ erring from the way. (17:71

:The Imam (as) said

This Qur’anic Verse is about one who delays Hajj despite having the means (to
perform it) and keeps on saying, I will go on Hajj this year, but does not do until he

dies.’(1)30

.Hajj consolidates faith

:Imam ‘Ali (as) says

.نِیِّدلل هًیوِقت  َّجحَلاو  اللهُا ...  ضَرفَ 

Allah has made obligatory upon you… the pilgrimage (Hajj), for it consolidates“
faith.”(2)31

Evidently, any institution that is weakened by the nature of this world is in need for
factors to make up for the weakness and to consolidate. Religion, too, which is the
source of happiness for man in this world and the Hereafter, might be weakened as a
result of the negative propaganda of the foreigners from outside and excess of lusts
from within as well as temptations for committing sins in a way that Muslims’ faith will

.be undermined

The call to Hajj will certainly blow a new spirit into the body of the Ummah. Once

again, Mecca, the mother of cities, opens her arms embracing the believers coming

from the remotest parts of the world and enlivens the good memory of obedience to
God and servitude by displaying a scene
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.full of life and activity within a few limited days

It reminds everyone of the worthless worldly life, the horrible stages of purgatory,
and Hell as well as all the prophets and the Imams’ sufferings for the consolidation or
the religion. Mecca removes the veils of ignorance before people’s eyes, revealing the
light of faith, devotion to God, and the Last Judgment and satiates the believers
spiritually. From this cause, it is admitted that the survival of the religion in the
Ummah depends on the survival of the Kaaba and revival of the Hajj rites. In this

:relation, Imam Sadiq (as) says

.هُبَعکَلا تِماقَ  ام  اًمِئاق  نُیِّدلا  لُازیَ  لا 

As long as the Kaaba is upright, the religion will not perish.”(1)32“

:He (as) also says

یلا اًهُّجوََت  دٍحـَأَ  نِم  اللهُا  لُبَقی  هًلَبِق لا  سِاّنلل  لعِجُ  يذِّـلا  هُُتیَبو  هُُتمَکْحِو ، هُرُوُن  وهُو  — هُُباتکِ ءیٌشـَ ؛ َّنهُلَْثِم  سَیَل  اًـثلاث  تٍامـَرُحُ  َّنإِ اللهِ 
.هِلآو هِیلع  اللهُا  یّلصَ  دٍَّمحَم  مکُِّیبَن  هُرَتعِو  هِرِیغَ ،

Three things are sacred for Allah; His Book that is full of light and wisdom, His House“
that is the Kiblah towards which people offer their prayers –and Allah does not accept
from him who directs towards any other direction save the House-and the Household

the Holy Prophet (saw).”(2)33

The Kaaba, Emblem of Islam

:Imam ‘Ali (as) says

.اًملَعَ مِلاسْلإِل  یلاعَتو  هُناحبسُ  مَارحلا ) تَیبلا   ) هُلعَجَ

Allah the Glorified has made it (the Sacred House) an emblem for Islam.”(3)34“

In the same way that there are certain marks on the road to guide people, God has
made the Kaaba an emblem for Islam so that those who err in recognizing
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the truth of this religion and its deductive programs reflect on the Hajj rites and its
spiritual effects on Muslims and find the true nature of Islam—the religion of pure
sincerity, away from polytheism and what is ungodly. Islam is the religion of
intellectual development of shedding the childish splendor of the world and of affinity

.with the Creator of the universe

Moreover, it is the propagator of equality between the poor and the rich, man and
woman before the law of truth and justice. It is based on unity of faith, which is the
strongest factor among human beings; so, Islam is a dynamic faith and constant

.movement towards supremacy in cultural, economic, and military fields

And, finally, Islam is the religion of jihad (holy war), of fighting against all satanic
powers, of self-sacrifice, of being upright to Him Who originated the heavens and the
earth, and of reaching perfection. This is the essence of Islam. Hajj pilgrimage

.represents such an essence and spirit

Hajj Removes Poverty and Social Disobedience

:Imam ‘Ali (as) says

.بَنذّلا نِاصخَریَو  رَقفَلا  نِایفَنیَ  امهُّنإِف  هُرُامِتعاو  تِیبلا  ُّجحو 

Hajj and Umrah remove poverty and cleanse sins.”(1)35“

The words ‘poverty’ and ‘sins’ in the above-mentioned sermon indicate that Hajj
brings about absolute independence and purification for Ummah in a way that they
feel no need for alien nations’ help and feel independent in cultural, economic,
military, and administrative affairs. We hope that theft, indecency, bribery, hoarding,

.and injustice will leave the society to change it into a purified, rich one

Ignoring Hajj Leads To Weakness of the Religion and the Unbelievers’ Domination Over
Muslims

In view of the vital effects of

p: 35
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Hajj on the ummah’s supremacy, if the Islamic governments ignore this important

religious duty, or if Hajj becomes devoid of its content, its spiritual power will diminish

in the ummah in view of the propaganda spread by the enemies of Islam. Imam Sadiq
:(as) says

.ِّجحَلِل عَضِوُ  تَیبَلا  اذه  َّنإفَ  اوَبأَ ، نإِو  اوءُاش  نْإِ  ِّجحَلا ، یلعَ  مهُرَِبجُی  نْأَ  مِامَلإا  یلع  بَجَوََل  َّجحَلا  سُاّنلا  لََّطعَ  ول 

If people ignore Hajj, it is incumbent upon the statesmen to encourage people to go“
on it whether they are willing or unwilling, for the House has been made for

pilgrimage.”(1)36

.نَیمِلسمُلا لِامَ  تِیب  نم  مهِیلع  قَفَنأَ  لٌاومأ  مهل  نکُی  مل  نْإِفَ  کلذَ … یلع  مهُرَِبجی  نْأَ  یِلاولا  یلَع  نَاکَل  َّجحَلا  اوکُرََت  سَاّنلا  نّأَ  وَل 

If people neglect Hajj, it becomes obligatory upon the leaders to force them to“
perform it… and if they need money to go on Hajj, the leaders will be required to

supply them with such money from the public treasury.”(2)37

بُاذعَلا مُهِیلع  لَزِنأُ  لاق : وأ   ) بَاذعلا اورظِون  امَل  َّجحَلا  سُاّنلا  كَرَت  ول 

If people quit Hajj, they will be given no respite from punishment.”(3)38“

:Addressing to Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn, Imam ‘Ali (as) says

.اورظَانُت مل  كَرُِت  نْإِ  هُنإِفَ  مُتیقَِب  ام  هُوُّلخَُت  لا  مکُِّبر ؛ تِیَب  یف  اللهَا  اللهَا 

Fear) Allah (and) keep Allah in mind in the matter of your Lord’s House; the Kaaba. “)
Do not forsake it so long as you live, because if it is abandoned, you will not be

respited.”(4)39

:Imam Sadiq (as) says

یلعَ اوعمَجأَ  وَلو  مهُنم ، ُّجحِی  نَّمعَ لا  انِتعَیشِ  نِم  ُّجحِی  نْمَب  عُفَدیََل  اللهَا  َّنإِوَ 

p: 36
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.اوکُلَهل ِّجحَلا  كِرْت 

Thanks to our Shiite pilgrims, Allah removes disaster from the Shiites who do not“
perform it, but if all agree to forsake Hajj, they will perish.”(1)40

No Charity Can Replace Hajj

Since Hajj plays an important role in safeguarding the religion and being a main pillar
of Islam and a factor for reviving the ummah, it must not be abandoned or weakened

.under any conditions. According to traditions, no charity can replace it

: لاقَف هُل ، اًریخَ  نَاک  لَصَوو  قَدّصـَت  مُث  لٌجُرَ  َّجحـَ  اذإِ  نَولوقُی  صِاصّقُلا  ءِلاؤهَ  نِم  اًسانأُ  َّنأ  مُلاـسلا  هیلع  اللهِادِـبع  یبلأ  تُلق  لاق : ... 
.سِاّنلل اًمایِق  تَیبلا  اذه  لَعَج  َّلجَو  َّزع  اللهَا  نّإ  .تُیبلا  اذه  لَِّطعَُل  سُاّنلا  اذه  لعَفَ  ول  اوبذِکَ ،

I said to Imam Sadiq (as) that some jurisprudents remark that if a man performs … 
the Hajj rites once, he would better give charity instead of going on Hajj again. The

:Imam (as) commented

They are lying, for if they do so, the Kaaba will be forsaken whereas Allah has made“
this House maintenance for people.”(2)41

Spending A Mountain of Red Gold in the Sake of God Does Not Equal Going On Hajj

لٌِّیمَ لٌجُرَ  انأَو  ینقَاعَف  َّجحَلا  دُـیرأُ  تُجْرخَ  یّنإ  اللهِا ، لَوسر  ای  لاقف : حِـطبلأاب  ٌّیبارعأَ  هُاقّلََت  هِِلآو  هِیلع  اللهُا  یّلـص  اللهِا  لُوسُر  ضَافأ  امّل 
سٍیبَُق ابأ  نّأَ  ول  : لاقف سٍیبَُق  یبأ  یلا  اللهِا  لُوسُر  تَفَتَلافَ  لاق )  ) .ُّجاحَلا هب  غُُلبی  ام  هِب  غُُلبأَ  ام  یلامَ  یف  عْنَـصأَ  ینرْمُفَ  لِامـَلا ) رَیثکَ  ینعی  )

.ُّجاحَلا غَلََب  ام  تَغلََب  ام  اللهِا  لِیبس  یف  هُتَقفَنأَ  ءُارمحَ  هٌبَهَذَ  هُُتَنزِ  کَل 

The Holy Prophet has just completed the Hajj rites when a Bedouin came to him
saying, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I left home for Hajj but because of

p: 37

See Mustadrak ul-Wasail; Vol. 2 Section: Hajj p.4 - 1
See Ilal ush-Shara’ie; vol. 2 p.137 Hadith 1 - 2

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 61 of 301

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_37_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_37_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


an obstacle I failed to perform its rites. I am a wealth man. Kindly give me an
instruction by which I get the reward of Hajj.’ The Holy Prophet (saw) turned his look
at Mount Abu-Qubais and said: ‘If you have red gold as much as this mountain and
spend it for Allah’s sake, the reward of such deed will not be as much as that of the

Hajj pilgrimage.”(1)42

One Dirham Is Better Than Thousands

:Abu Bassir quoted Imam Sadiq (as) as saying

.اللهِا لِیبسَ  نم  کَِلذ  يوسِ  ام  یف  فٍلأَ  یْفَلأَ  نِم  لُضَفأَ  ِّجحَلا  یف  مٌهَردِ 

One dirham spent on Hajj is better than two million dirhams to be given for Allah’s“
sake.”(2)43

Neither Forsake Hajj Nor Dissuade Others

:Imam Baqir (as) says

.هُجَاحلا کَلِت  هل  یضَقُت  نْأ  لَبقَ  اوفرَصَنا  دِق  نَیقَِّلحَملا  یلا  رَظََن  لاإِ  ایندّلا  جِِئاوحَ  نِم  هًجَاح  ِّجحَلا  یلعَ  رُِثؤُی  دٍبعَ  نِم  امَ 

One who prefers a worldly affair to going on Hajj will realize that all the Hajj pilgrims“
have returned home with their heads shaven but his needs have not been fulfilled

yet.(3)44

:Imam Sadiq (as) says

.هِرخِلآا یف  هُل  رُخََّدُی  ام  عَمَ  هُایندُ  یف  هٌنَتِف  هُبَیصُتفَ  ِّجحَلا  نعَ  هُاخأَ  قَِّوعَُی  نْأَ  مکُدُحَأَ  رْذَحیَِل 

Beware of delaying the Hajj of your brother, for not only will you be punished in the“
Hereafter but also you will be afflicted with tribulation in this world.”(4)45

:Is’haq ibn Ammar reported

.َّجحِی نْأَ لا  هِیلعَ  تُرشَأَفَ  لِاحلا  فَیعضَ  نَاکَو  ِّجحَلا  یف  رَاشتَسا  لاًجُر  َّنأ  مُلاسلا  هِیلع  اللهِادِبعَ  یبلأ  تُلُق 

.هًنَسَ ضَرِمْت  نْأ  کَقَلَخأَ  ام  ماملإا :)  ) لاقف
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.هًنَسَ تُضرِمفَ  يوارلا :)  ) لاق

I said to Imam Sadiq (as) that a man consulted me on going on

p: 38
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:Hajj but since he was needy, I dissuaded him. The Imam (as) said

.” You will become ill for one year for what you have said“

:Ammar said

For one year, I became ill.”(1)46“

The blessings of Hajj on all people of the world

:While elaborating on the philosophy of Hajj, Imam Ridha’ (as) said

رٍجِات نم  ُّجحِی  نمِّمو لا  ُّجحِی  نَّمم  رِحبَلاو  ِّربَلا  یف  نمَو  بِرِغمَلاو  قِرِـشمَلا  یف  نمَ  هِعفَنمَو  ...عِِفانمَلا  نِم  قِلخَلا  عِیمِجَل  کَِلذ  یف  امَو 
...فِارطلأا لِهأ  جِِئاوح  ءِاضقَو  نٍیکسِمو  بٍسِاکو  رٍتَشُمو  عٍئابو  بٍلاجو 

The benefits of Hajj cover both east and west; those who perform the Hajj rites and“
those who do not whether they are businessmen, shopkeepers, or poor. People from

all classes of societies are blessed with the benefits of Hajj.”(2)47

During the season of Hajj, the leaders of the Islamic countries converge a forum
based on the unity of ideology, compassion, love, purity, and sincerity. So their
resolution for implementing laws, dispensing social justice, and safeguarding the
human rights, with no aim other than obeying God’s instructions and pleasing Him will

.benefit all

By gaining power and supremacy as a result of unity, the Islamic countries can
establish good commercial and cultural ties with other nations and gradually make

them familiar with the heavenly teachings of Islam. Because of the universal benefits
.of Hajj, the Holy Qur’an and the traditions so emphatically call people to Hajj

?Where Are the Positive Effects of Hajj On the Ummah

All the afore-mentioned benefits are some of the life-giving effects of Hajj on the
society. Yet this great assembly is held every year but Muslim nations face one

another with suspicion, fear one another, and depart

p: 39

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 64 of 301

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_39_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_39_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


See Men la Yahdhuruh ul-Faqih; Chapter: Hajj p. 158 - 1
See Ilal ush-Shara’ie; vol. 2 p.90 Hadith 5 - 2

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 65 of 301

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


without having created any kind of understanding, getting to know one another, and
without becoming aware of the treacherous conspiracies hatched for them from

.outside

It is really surprising that the power of the religion can hold such great assembly in a
single time and place of the ummah but the foreigners’ negative propaganda and
destructive colonialist plots cause such dispersion among the ummah that they are
dispersed while being together. Such an outlook saddened the Holy Prophet (saw)
fourteen centuries ago so much that he expressed his worries about the future of the
ummah in the Sacred House and warned Muslims against it among other bitter

.events

The Holy Prophet Worries about Hajj at the End of the World

:Abdullah ibn Abbas is quoted as saying

I was with the Holy Prophet (saw) in the Farewell Hajj. He took the gate of the Kaaba
with the hand and while addressing to people, he spoke of the future events. On Hajj,

:the Holy Prophet said

اللهِا رِیغِل  نَآرقُلا  نَومُّلعتَیَ  مٌاوقأَ  نُوکُی  اهدَـنعِف  هِعَمُّسلاو ، ءِاـیرّلِل  مهُؤُارقَُف  ُّجحـِیو  هِرَاـجّتلِل  اـهطُاسَوأَ  ُّجحـِیو  هِهَزَّنلِل  یتمّأُ  ءُاـیِنغأ  ُّجحـِی 
.اللهِا رِیغِل  نَوهَّقفتیَ  مٌاوقأَ  نُوکیو  رَیِمازمَ ، هُنوذُخِّتیَو 

The rich will go to Mecca for amusement, the middle-class for business, and the poor“
for showing off and fame. At that time, people will learn the Holy Qur’an for purposes
other than Allah, recite it as song, and engage in learning (Islamic) jurisprudence for

worldly benefits.”(1)48

We Have To Confess This Bitter Fact

We have to confess this bitter fact and admit that the reason of this weakness and
decadence among Muslims despite having such sublime program is our failure to

understand the
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.spirit and essence of the heavenly teachings of Islam

The Fault Lies With Us

As a matter of fact, we have not understood the essence of Islam, accepted it whole-
heartedly, or introduced the attractive image of it to the world. Yes, we have to admit

this fact humbly. Perhaps God will forgive us for our confession. We are called Muslims

while our individual or social ways of living do not conform to the true essence of
.Islam

Beyond doubt, the responsibility of us, Muslims, before God, Islam, and the Holy
Qur’an is extremely great. Presenting a distorted image of Islam and introducing Hajj

.as useless are sins subjected to punishment

Spiritual Philosophy of Hajj

God’s favor to man

Indisputably, God has created man of earth in order to nurture him during his worldly

life with the heavenly teachings of the prophets, remove pollutions from him, make

.him pure, and promote him to the highest stage of affinity with Himself

Since an earthy man is not worthy of affinity with God, and if such a man is left to
himself, he will be drowned in the quagmire of lusts, God Who has made man

evolutionize from the stage of mineral to plant and from plant to animal and then to
.human, can promote man to a stage making him unison with the angels

God does not withhold His favor from man and protects him with His special kindness
and mercy. To prepare man to ascend to a metaphysical world, God has made a

house of stone and mud in this world calling it His
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House and inviting his helpless and shelterless servants to shower them with His
.special blessings

God has called all servants on the earth to make pilgrimage to Mecca,
circumambulate His House, and link their hearts to the Lord of the House so as to
gradually prepare themselves for visiting the Lord of the universe. God says (in a

(: (Hadith Qudsi(1

.عُدِاولا نُّیّللا  نِِمؤمُلا  يَدِبعَ  بُلقَ  ینعَسِوَوَ  یِئامسَ  لاو  یضِرأَ  ینْعسََت  مل 

I am not contained in the earth nor in the heavens, but I am contained in the soft and“
tranquil heart of My believing servant.”(2)50

Whoever goes to Mecca on foot will circumambulate the Kaaba, but whoever goes
.there with his heart present, the Kaaba will circumambulate him

The King Makes A Palace in A Ruined Village

What a great favor God has done to human beings to choose a House for Himself on
the earth! What need does God have for a house in a ruined village? To fondle the
villagers and to shower them with favor, God has chosen a house of the village as His
to invite the helpless people to it once a week, a month, or a year calling them His
guests and bestowing gifts on them so that they will improve their living conditions,
learn manners, obtain knowledge and gnosticism, come to the city from the village
and come to the capital city to be worthy of being received by the king and become his

.favorites

God is too Great to be contained in a ruined village and take a house there. But the
favor He has done

p: 42

The Hadith Qudsi is the words of Almighty God reported by the Prophets and their - 1
.successors
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to the villagers had made them feel dignified in a way to say that we are so much

respected by the King that He has made a house among us and we have a link with

.Him. He is near us and we seek the settlement of our need from Him

What a favor it is that God Who is free from any defect and need has been so kind as
to make a house of stone and mud for Himself making Him a neighbor of the servants
to imply that ‘I am with you; ask Me for everything.’ He has also appointed all

.mosques as His Houses making Himself available to His servants

God has not said: You have necessarily to come to the heavens to seek help from Me

or you have to come to Mecca to visit Me. I accept any corner you choose in My Name

as My House and will receive you. I consider any hour in day or night you stand for
prayer at home in the direction of My House as pilgrimage to My House and will

answer your call and attend to your needs. Therefore, glorify Allah, the Merciful King,
.there is no god but He; the Lord of the universe

Hajj, A Display of Man’s Spiritual Journey

The external acts of Hajj symbolize the spiritual stages of the prophets and the
Imams. Hajj is a display of the spiritual journey of the devotees and the stages of

servitude. The essence of worship is the journey towards God and the
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external acts of Hajj, devoid of presence of the heart, are not considered as worship.
:The Holy Prophet (saw) says

دُوصُقمَلا وه  يذّلا  رِوکُذملِل  کَِبلقَ  یف  نْکُی  مل  اذإِف  اللهِا ، رِکْذِ  هِمَاقَلإ  کُسِانمَلا  تِرعِشْأُو  فِاوطّلاو  ِّجحَلاِب  رِمأُو  هُلاصّلا  تِضَرُِف  امَنإِ 
؟ كرِکْذِ هُمَیق  امفَ  هٌبَیهَ  لاو  هٌمَظَعَ  یغتَبمُلاو 

The daily prayer, Hajj, circumambulation, and the other rites are aimed at“
remembering Allah. But when there is no remembrance of Him in your heart, what

value will your oral remembrance have?”(1)51

The Holy Qur’an has blamed the heedless worshippers

نَیِّلصَمُْلِل لٌْیوَفَ 

نَوهُاسَ مْهِِتالَصَ  نْعَ  مْهُ  نَیذَِّلا 

(”-, So, woe to the praying ones who are unmindful of their prayers. (107:4, 5“

 – and forbidden offering prayers while being drunk

 … نَوُلوقَُت امَ  اومُلَْعَت  �یَّتحَ  �يرَاکَسُ  مُْتْنأَوَ  هَالََّصلا  اوُبرَْقَت  اَل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O you who believe! Do not go near prayer when you are intoxicated until you know“
(what you say. (4:43

Genuflection and prostration are worthy if they indicate humbleness of soul and
broken heart. The spiritual path too is real only when it is manifested in the form of
bodily acts. As long as man continues to live in this world, his soul and body are not

.separate

Man’s body is a manifestation of his soul and the acts of the body are manifestations

of his inner feelings. In the same way that physical acts represent spiritual acts, the
.physical acts push the soul towards spiritual journey

.هُعُفَرْیَ حُِلاصّلا  لُمَعَلاو  بُِّیطّلا  مُِلکَلا  دُعَصْیَ  هِیلإِ 

To Him do ascend the good words; and the good deeds life them up. (The“
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(” Holy Qur’an 35:10

Physical prostration that symbolizes humbleness and a broken heart is true only when

it illuminates man’s inner being, making the soul ascend to the heavens to sit with the
angels, otherwise prostration based on hypocrisy, pretense, and habit will have no

.spiritual effect on the soul

.هًبَِّیطَ هًایَحَ  هَُّنیَِیحُْنلَفَ  نٌِمؤُْم  وَهُوَ  یثَنأُ  وْأَ  رٍکَذَ  نِْم  اًحِلاصَ  لَمِعَ  نْمَ 

Whoever does good whether male or female and he is believer, We will most“
(” certainly make him a happy life. (The Holy Qur’an; 16:97

Reflect on the following Hadith in which God spoke to the Holy Prophet (saw) on his
:Midnight Ascension –israa and Mi’raj

یتّبحَمَ یلع  رُِثؤُی  هًّبحَمَو لا  نُایسـّْنلا  هُطُِلاخـَُی  ـلا  اًرکْذِوَ  لُـهجَلا  هُطُِلاخـَُی  ـلا  اًرکْشـُ  هُُفِّرعَأُ  لٍاـصخِ : ثَـلاث  هُْمزِلأُ  یِئاضـَرِب  لَمـِعَ  نمَفَ 
یّتح رِاهّنلا  رِوُنو  لِیّللا  مِلَظُ  یف  هِیجِاـنأُفَ  یقِلخَ  هََّصاخـَ  هِیلَعَ  یفِخْأُ  ـلاف  یِلـلاجَ  یلإ  هِِبلقَ  نَیعَ  حُتـَفأَو  هُُتْببَحْأَ  ینّبحَأَ  اذإِفـَ  .نیِقوُلخمَلا 

ءَایحَلا هُسُِبلأُو  یقِْلخَ  نعَ  هُُترْتسَ  يذِّلا  َّرسـّلا  هُُفِّرعَأُو  یتکَِئلامَ  مَلاکَو  یِملاکَ  هُعُمِسـْأُو  مهُعَمَ  هُُتسـََلاجُمو  نَیِقوُلخمَلا  عم  هُُثیدحـَ  عَطِقَنیَ 
رٍان ـلاو  هٍَّنجَ  نِم  ءیٌشـَ  هِیلَعَ  یفَخیَ  ـلاو  اًریصـَِبو  اًـیعِاو  هُبَلقَ  لُعـَجأَو  هُل  اًروفغمَ  ضِرـلأا  یف  یشـِمْیو  مهُُّلکُ  قُلخَلا  هُنِم  یِیحتَـسیَ  یّتح 

لُزِنأُو هِرِبقَ  یف  رُِّونأُو  ءَاملَعُلاو  لَاهّجُلاو  ءَارقَفُلاو  ءَایِنغلأا  هِب  بُسِاحأُ  امو  هَِّدشّلاو  لِوهَلا  نَم  هِمَایقِلا  مِویَ  یف  سِاّنلا  یلعَ  رّمُی  ام  هُُفرّعَأُو 
یف هَُباتکِ  عُضَأَ  َّمُث  هَُناویدِ  هُل  رَشـُنأَو  هَُنازیم  هُل  بَصُنأَ  یّتح  دِحـَّْللاو  رِبقَلا  هَمَْلظُو  تِومَلا  َّمغَ  يریَ  ـلاو  هُـلاأَسیَ  یّتح  اًریکَنو  اًرکَنُم  هِیلعَ 

.نیّبحِمُلا تُافصِ  هِذِهف  .اًنامجُرَت  هُنَیَبو  ینیَب  لُعَجأَ  مُّث لا  اًروشُنمَ  هُأَرَقیَفَ  هِِنیمِیَ 

Whoever tries to win My pleasure, I will commit him to three
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characteristics; I will acquaint him with an approach of gratitude that is free from
ignorance, a form of (continuous) remembrance of Me that is free from oblivion, and a

.kind of love with which he will never prefer the love for any creature to Mine

When he loves Me, I will love him and will then open the eyes of his heart to My Glory
making him so intimate to Me and will confide him with supplication to Me in the heart
of nights and daylight to the degree that he will stop speaking and associating with

people. I, too, will make him hear My own words and those of the angels and reveal to
him the invisible facts that I hide from My creatures. I will garb him with the uniform of

.prudency that all My creatures will act modestly towards him

He will walk on the earth guiltlessly, I will cause his heart to be cognizant and
discerning, and he will be acquainted with all the affairs of Paradise and Hell. I will

reveal to him the hardships of the Day of Judgment, including the way how I will settle
.account with the rich, poor, ignorant, and scholars

I will light up his grave, ask Munkar and Nakeer –the two angels in charge of the
interrogation in graves- to interrogate him, he will neither experience the agony of
death nor the darkness of the grave until the Balance –of his deeds- will be deposited

for him and the registry –of his
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deeds- will be opened and the book of his deeds will be finally put into his right hand
and he will read it peacefully and there will be no interpreter between Me and him.

These are the characteristics of the lovers of Allah.”(1)52

From Qur’anic Verses and Hadiths it is inferred that it is in the inner part of man that
spiritual journey takes place and it is in the light of the physical acts that man’s soul
becomes so illuminated that it will see no other being as real but God. In this

:connection, the Holy Qur’an says

.ُّقحَلا هَُّنأَ  مْهُل  نََّیبَتَیَ  یّتحَ  مْهِسِفُنأَ  یفو  قِافَلآا  یف  انِتایآ  مْهِیرُِنسَ 

We will soon show them Our sings in the universe and in their own souls until it will“
(” become quite clear to them that it is the truth. (41:53

It is in the state that a godly man is so plunged in the sea of knowledge and God’s love
that he will hear, see, and recognize everything with the light of God and he will

become manifestation of God’s Attributes and recipient of God’s Mercy. In this
:relation, the Holy Qur’an says

.اهَْنِم جٍرِاخَِب  سَْیَل  تِامَُلُّظلا  یف  هُُلثَمَ  نْمَکَ  سِاَّنلا  یف  هِِب  یشِمْیَ  اًروُن  هَُل  انَْلعَجَوَ  هُانَْییَحْأَفَ  اًتْیمَ  نَاکَ  نْمَوَأَ 

Is he who was dead then We raised him to life and made for him a light by which he“
walks among the people like him whose likeness is that of one in utter darkness

(” whence he cannot come forth? (6:122

Worship is the journey of the

p: 47
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soul and a continued spiritual life in divine light. Since there is unity and interaction
between man’s body and soul, the journey of the spirit will be naturally manifested in
body, and physical acts in prayer too will influence the soul’s spiritual life. Since
spiritual journey is found in the prophets and the Imams in its highest degree, their
spiritual lives are said to be presented to man in the form of prayer, fasting, Hajj,

:almsgiving, and other religious duties. The Holy Qur’an says

.هٌنَسَحَ هٌوَسْأُ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  یف  مْکَُل  نَاکَ  دَقَل 

(” Certainly, you have in the Apostle of Allah an excellent exemplar. (33:21“

In this Qur’anic Verse, the Messenger of God has been introduced as excellent
exemplar, and people are duty-bound to adapt their deed and ethical lives to those of

:the Holy Prophet (saw). Addressing the Holy Prophet (saw), the Holy Qur’an says

مْکَُبوُنذُ مْکَُل  رْفِْغیَوَ  اللهُا  مُکُْبِبحُْی  یِنوعُِبَّتافَ  اللهَا  نَوُّبحُِت  مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  لُْق 

(” Say: if you love Allah, then follow me; Allah will love you and forgive your faults. (3:31“

In this Qur’anic Verse, adherence to the Holy Prophet (saw) through journey towards

.God, affinity, and being loved by Him has been mentioned

The Imams; the Truth of the Religion and Religious Duties

Many Hadiths testify that the purpose of prayer, fasting, Hajj, almsgiving, and the
other acts of worship mentioned in the Holy Qur’an is the Imams (as) as interpreted

:by the exegetes of the Holy Qur’an

:Dawud ibn Kathir quotes Imam Sadiq (as) as saying

مُارحَلا دُلبَلا  نُحنو  مُارحَلا  رُهشّلا  نُحنو  ُّجحَلا  نُحنو  مُایصّلا  نُحنو  هُاکزّلا  نُحنو  اللهِا  بِاتکِ  یف  هُلاصّلا  نُحن  دُوُاد ، ای 
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.تُانّیبَلا نُحنو  تُایلآا  نُحنو  اللهِا –  هُجْوَ  َّمثَفَ  اوُّلوَُت  امَنَْیأَفَ  یلاعَت : لَاقَ  اللهِا -  هُجوَ  نُحنو  اللهِا  هُلَبِق  نُحنو  اللهِا  هُبَعکَ  نُحنو 

O Dawud, we are (the purpose of) the prayer in the Book of Allah, we are the"
(meaning of) almsgiving, fasting, Hajj, Sacred Month, the Sacred City, the Kaaba,
Kiblah, and the Face of Allah Who says: “Whither you turn, thither is Allah’s Face. (The

Holy Qur’an; 2:115)” We are the clear signs of Allah.(1)53

:Al-Mufazzal ibn Umar quotes Imam Sadiq (as) as saying

فَرِعَ هُفَرِعَ  نمفَ  هِِنامزَ  لُهْأ  وأ  هِِتَّمأُ  مُامإِ  وهو  نُامیلإاو  نُیقیَلا  وه  لُجُرّلا  کِلذو  لٌجُرَ ؛ وهُ  نِیدّلا  لَصأَو  نَیدّـلا  َّنأ  كَرُِبخأُ  ینإِ  مُّث 
کِلذفـَ مِاملإا  کِـلذ  رِیغَب  هُعُئارشـَو  هُدُودحـُو  هُُنیدو  اللهُا  فُرَعُی  ـلاو  هُنَیدو  اللهَا  لَهـِج  هُلهِجَ  نمَو  هُنَیدو  اللهَا  رَکَنأَ  هُرَکَنأَ  نْمَو  هُنَیدِو  اللهَا 
نَاـضمَرَ رِهـش  مَوصو  هَاکـَزلاو  هَلاصـّلا  نّأ  تُلُق  ول  یّنأَ  كَرُبـخأُو  ملاـسلا  -  هیلع  لاـق  نأ  یلا  ...اللهِا -  نُید  لِاـجرّلا  هَفَرِعم  نّأَ  ینعم 

نِم هب  ءاجَ  يذلا  َّیبنلا  وه  کِلذ  ناک  هٍضَیرف  َّلکُو  هِبانجَلا  نِم  لَاسِتغلإاو  رَوهطّلاو  مَارحلا  تَیبلاو  مَارحَلا  دَجِـسملاو  هَرمعُلاو  َّجحـَلاو 
کِلذ هُّلک  اذهف  .کِلذ  فَرعُ  ام  هل  مُیلسّتلاو  هِب  نُامیلإاو  ِّیبنلا  کِلذ  هُفرِعم  لاولو  ِّیبّنلاب  فُرَعُی  امَنإ  هُّلکُ  کلذ  نّلأ  تُْقدصََل  هِِّبر  دِنع 

.ُّیبنلا

Let me inform you that the religion and the root of the religion is a man; a man of“
faith and certainty. He is the same Imam of the ummah and the Imam of his time.
Whoever knows him has known Allah and the religion of Allah, whoever denies him

,has denied Allah and His religion

p: 49

See Mir’aat ul-Anwaar - 1
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and whoever keeps ignorant of him has kept ignorant of Allah and His religion. Except
through that Imam, no one can understand Allah, His religion, and the religious laws.

.’ This is the meaning of ‘the religion of Allah is the cognition of men

I inform you that I have told the truth if I say that the prayer, almsgiving, fasting,…
Hajj, the Sacred Mosque, the House of Allah, ablution, ritual washing, and all the
religious duties are the same prophet who has brought all these precepts from Allah.
Getting to know these religious duties is the only way for getting to know the Prophet.
If you cannot get to know, believe in, and submit to the Prophet, you cannot get to

know the truths. Therefore, the purpose of all these truths is the prophet.”(1)54

The Imam is the criterion of the belief, ethics, and deeds

point

The criterion of the truth of man’s belief, ethics, and deeds in the world and the
:Hereafter is the Imam. Sheikh as-Saduq quotes Husham ibn Salim as saying

ءُایبنلأا مُهُ  لاق : .اًئیشـَ " سٌفَن  مُلَظُت  ـلافَ  هِمَاـیقِلا  مِویَِل  طَسـْقِلا  نَیزِاومَلا  عُضََنوَ  : " یلاعـَت اللهِا  لِوق  نعَ  مُلاـسلا  هِیلع  اللهِادِـبع  اـبأ  تُلأَسـَ 
.طُسقِلا نُیزاومَلا  نُحْن  ملاسلا - : مهیلع  مهنع  يرخأ  هیاور  یفو   – .ءُایصِولأاو

I asked Imam Sadiq (as) about the meaning of the Qur’anic Verse, ‘And We will set up
a balance on the Day of Resurrection; so, no soul shall be dealt with unjustly in the
least. (21:47).’ He (as) answered: “They are the prophets and their successors. -

According to another narration related to the Imams (as):- “We are the balance of

p: 50

See Mir’aat ul-Anwaar; the introduction, p. 13 - 1
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justice.”(1)55

The Imam, the straight path of god

As he was asked about the meaning of ‘the straight path’ in the Qur’anic Verses,
:Imam Sadiq (as) answered

.نُازیمِلاو طُارصّلا  اللهِاو  وَه  .ٌّیِلعَ  اللهِاو  وَه 

By Allah, it is ‘Ali. He is the Straight Path and the Balance.”(2)56“

Sheikh Saduq says: As Imam Sadiq (as) was asked about the ‘Straight Path’, he
:answered

مُاـملإا وهـُف  ایندّـلا  یف  طُارِّصلا  اـمّأو  .هِرخِـلآا  یف  طٌارصـِو  ایندّـلا  یف  طٌارصـِ  نِاطارصـِ : اـمهُو  َّلـجو  َّزع  اللهِا  هِفرِعم  یلإ  قُـیرطّلا  وَـه 
تّْلز ایندّلا  یف  هُْفرِعیَ  مل  نمَو  هِرخِلآا  یف  مََّنهَجَ  رُـسجِ  وه  يذّلا  طِارِّصلا  یلع  َّرمَ  هُادهُِب  يدتَقاو  ایندّـلا  یف  هُفَرِع  نمَ  هُُتعاط ؛ ضُرَتَفمُلا 

.هِرخِلآا یف  طِارِّصلا  نعَ  هُُمدَقَ 

It is the path to the knowledge of Allah, Glorified and Majestic is He. They are two“
paths; one is in the world and the other in the Hereafter. The path in this world is the
Imam the obedience to whom is obligatory. Whoever knows him and follows his
guidance will pass the Bridge of the Requital in the Hereafter. But whoever does not

know him in this worldly life will stumble and fall into Hell.”(3)57

:Imam Sadiq (as) also says

مُلاسلا هیلع  نَینِمؤملا  رُیمأ  مُیقتَسمُلا  طُارِّصلا 

The Straight Path is Amir ul-Mu’mineen (The Commander of the Faithful; namely“
Imam ‘Ali).”(4)58

:Imam ‘Ali (as) says

مهُُمایصِو نَینِمؤمُلا  هُلاصَ  انأَ 

I am the prayer and the fasting of the believing men.”(5)59“
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Some people however have misinterpreted the above-mentioned Hadith, claiming

that when one recognizes his Imam, he is not obliged to perform the religious duties,
for the recognition of the Imam is considered as prayer, fasting, Hajj, almsgiving, and

.jihad

p: 51

See Kelimat Meknuneh Faiz; 159 - 1
(See Kelimat Meknuneh Faiz; 161 (as quoted from Bassa’ir ud-Darajaat - 2

See Kelimat Meknuneh Faiz; 160 - 3
See Kelimat Meknuneh Faiz; 161 and Tafsir al-Mizan; vol. 1 p. 39 - 4

See Qadi Saeed Qummi’s Asrar ul-Ibadat, p. 6 - 5
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.’ They invoke the Hadith, ‘When you reach the stage of cognition, do as you wish

:Rejecting this idea, Imam Sadiq (as) says

سَیل هٍفَرعمَ  یلإ  وعدی  اًیِبن  اللهُا  ثِعبی  مل  .هِیف  َّکش  كِرِّشلا لا  نُِّیَب  اللهِاِب  كٌرِشُم  يدنعِ  وهُف  تبَِتکُ  یتلا  هِفصـّلا  هذِهِب  نُیدیَ  نَاکَ  نمَ  هَُنإ 
هِدِنع نِم  هِب  مهُءَاج  نمَ  هِفرِعم  عم  اهدِودحُ  یلع  اللهُا  اهضَرتفا  یتّلا  ضِئارفَلاب  لَمعلا  دِابعلا  نَم  اللهُا  لُبقیَ  امنإِف  یٍهنو  رٍمأ  یف  هٌعَاط  اهعَم 

مَارحلا مرّح  عَاطأ  نمَو  عَاطأ  فَرِع  نمَ  هّنأو  هُل  هِعاـطلا  نِم  هِیلإ  هُُبرّقی  اـمیف  هُُتعاـط  مّث  هِیلإ  اـعدَ  نمَ  هُفرعم  کِـلذ  لُوّأـف  هِیلإ  مهُاـعدو 
.هُنَطابو هُرَهاظ 

He who believes in such matter is, in my sight, evidently polytheist. Allah has not“
ordained any prophet to invite people to cognition without obeying the

.commandments and prohibitions being accompanied by cognition

Allah has asked His servants to act to all religious duties but after getting to know the
one who has brought those commandments and calls people to Allah. Therefore,
cognition is of primary and obedience is of secondary importance. Whoever reaches
cognition will become obedient and whoever becomes obedient will consider

.” disobedience as sin

:Muhammad ibn Marid reported

"؟ تَئشِ ام  لْمَعافَ  تَْفرعَ  اذإ   " تَلُق کّنأ  انل  يَوِرُ  ثٌیدحَ  مُلاسلا : هِیلع  اللهِادِبع  یبلأ  تُلُق 

.کَلذ تُلُق  دْق  ملاسلا :) هیلع   ) لَاقف  

؟ رَمخَلا اوبرِش  وأ  اوقرسَ  وأ  اونزَ  نْإِو  تُلق :  

تَفرِع اذإ  تُلق  امـَنإ  .مهُنع  عَضِوُو  لِـمعَلاب  اَنذخـَأ  نَوکُن  نْأَ  انوفصـَنأ  اـم  اللهِاو  نَوعجِار ! هِیلإ  اـنإِو  اـنإِ اللهِ  یل : ملاـسلا ) هیلع    ) لَاـقف  
.کَنِم لُبقُی  هّنإف  هرِیثکو  رِیخَلا  لِیلقَ  نم  تَئشِ  ام  لْمعاف 

I asked Imam Sadiq (as) whether he has actually

p: 52
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said the hadith, ‘When you reach the stage of cognition, do as you wish,’ that is
.” related by some people. The Imam said: “I have said it

?” I asked: “Even such doings are adultery, theft, or drinking of wine

He (as) answered: “Surely, we belong to Allah and to Him we will return.(1) By Allah, it
is not fair that we are obliged to perform religious duties and they are free! I have said
that when you reach the stage of cognition (of Allah), do good deed a little or as much

as you can, for it will be accepted by Allah.”(2)61

Summary

To sum it up, the external feature of the Hajj rites represents spiritual journey of a
perfect man who has gone through different stages of servitude, detached from
worldly ties and ornaments, and rescued from darkness and entered into the
illuminated kingdom of God. Therefore, a true Hajj is an evolution in soul. It is not a
plaything or entertainment as some ignorant people think, for their performance is

.more like a game than worship

:Malik ibn Anas says

One year, I accompanied Imam Sadiq (as) in the Hajj pilgrimage. Being on the back of
his horse and in the state of Ihram, the Imam (as) was trying to utter ‘Labbayk’ but his

.voice stuck in his throat. He therefore rode off his horse

.” I said: “O son of the Messenger of Allah! Say ‘Labbayk’, you have to say it

:He (as) replied

نْأ یشخْأو  کَیّبَل ، َّمهّللا  کَْیّبَل  لَوقأ : نْأ  رُسِجأ  فَیک  رِماع ، یبأ  نَب  ای 

p: 53

.This statement is an expression of grief - 1
See Usul al-Kafi; vol. 2 p.464 - 2
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.کَیدَْعسَ لاو  کَیّبَل  لّجو لا  زّع  لَوقیَ 

O son of Abi-Amir, how dare I say it? I fear that Allah will not answer me nor let me“
in.”(1)62

Hajj, Spiritual Journey Not Physical Acts

The Imams’ sayings act as warning to the ignorant ones that Hajj is the journey of
soul, not distance. If a man’s soul gets into the state of Ihram, reaches the House of
God, touches the Black Stone(2) with the hand of the heart, stays on Mount Arafat
with full heart, stops in al-Mash’ar al-Haram with full soul, sacrifices the sheep of the
carnal desires with the knife of certitude and submission (to the Lord), he has

.performed a true Hajj

The Hajj of Prophet Ibrahim (as), A Spiritual One

Prophet Ibrahim (as) reached such a stage of contentment and submission (to the
Lord) inspired by God that he was ready to sacrifice his son for his Lord. He rolled up
his sleeves without hesitation, laid down his endeared son, put the sharp knife on his
throat, and thought of nothing but carrying out God’s order. Such a degree of

.cognition of God is the result of his true spiritual journey

He truly visited God’s House and out of sincerity took off the garment of pleasure and
worldly inclinations from his soul and put on a garment of submission to God and said
‘Labbayk’ from the bottom of his heart, entered into the sanctuary, stayed in the lap
of the mountain of cognition, immersed his senses in divine thoughts, and saw world

ornaments as worthless pebbles. He took his son to the altar and put

p: 54

See Sheikh Saduq’s al-Khissal; vol. 1 p. 160 Hadith 189 - 1
Black Stone is the sacred reddish-black stone built into the outside wall of the - 2

Kaaba
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the knife on his throat in Mina saying to himself, ‘I turn my face to the direction of the
One Who originated the heavens and the earth.’(1)64

Reaching such a state requires traversing different stages including giving up
pleasures, forgetting one’s desires, and throwing pebbles at the alluring Satan to a

.degree that God’s pleasure is considered above the life of even the endeared son

Content, Not Form, Is Important

It is strange to see that people in everyday life look for truth and reality but when the
religion and the Hereafter is concerned, they become content with form and external
feature rather than true meanings. We never expect a sugarless piece of cake to
taste sweet, but consider a prayer without the presence of heart as perfect,
complaining to God that we have offered our prayer but we have not seen a positive

!effect

A nourishing food or a trip of leisure leave certain effects, how is it then that a month-
long fasting and being guest of God do not leave any effect on souls? How is it
acceptable that we do not benefit by the supplications while we have the household of
the Prophet -the Ahl ul-Bayt- (as) as the best spiritual food and the means for
purification? How is it that a weak-long trip to the seaside changes our complexion,
but seven-fold circumambulations of the Kaaba, visiting the graveside of the Holy

?Prophet (saw) and the Imams (as) do not change our souls

As a matter of fact, if we take the title of Hajji off

p: 55

.In the Holy Qur’an, God has related this statement to Prophet Abraham - 1
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most of those who have been to Mecca, what emblem of Mecca, circumambulation, or
?touching the Black Stone do we see in them

?Where Are the True Feature of Islam and the Effect of Prostration

Do Muslims not have, according to the Holy Qur’an, a special feature making them
distinct from others, and that is the marks of prostration, humbleness, and submission

?to God

دِوجُُّسلا رَِثأَ  نِْم  مْهِهِوجُوُ  یِف  مْهُامَیسِ 

(” Their marks are in their faces because of the prostration. (The Holy Qur’an; 48:29 “…

The effect of prostration alone in the face of a Muslim is not a sign of servitude; rather
it should be seen in his business, culture, and all aspects of life. Regrettably, what is
not seen in the life of the ummah is the true feature of Islam and the marks of

.prostration. In certain cases, the feature of unbelievers is seen in Muslims’ lives

Read the Following Reports and Get To Know the Feature of A Shiite Muslim

point

، هُرَثإِ نَوفُقی  هٌعامج  هُقَحِلو  هَناّبجَلا  َّمأفَ  ءَارمقَ - هًلیل  تْناـکو  دِجِـسملا –  نَم  هٍلیل  تَاذ  جَرخ  هُّنأ  مُلاـسلا  هِیلع  نَیِنمؤمُلا  رِیمأ  نعَ  يَورُ 
؟ متنأ نمَ  لاق :  مّث  مهِیلع  فَقوفَ 

.نَیِنمؤمُلا رَیمأ  ای  کَُتعیش  اولاق : 

؟ هِعیشّلا ءَامیسِ  مکُیلع  يرأَ  یل لا  امفَ  لاق :  مّث  مهِهِوجُو  یف  سَرّفَتفَ   

؟ نَیِنمؤمُلا رَیمأ  ای  هِعیشّلا  ءُامیسِ  امو  اولاق :   

نم هِاـفِّشلا  لُـبذُ  مِایصـّلا ، نم  نِوطبلا  صُمخُ  مِاـیقِلا ، نم  رِوهظّلا  بُدحـُ  ءِاـکُبلا ، نم  نِویعلا  شُمعُ  رِهَّسلا ، نم  هِوـجولا  رُفصـُ  لاـق :   
.نَیعشِاخلا هُرَبَغَ  مهِیلع  ءِاعُّدلا ،

It was narrated that, once, during a moonlit night, Imam ‘Ali (as), coming out of the
mosque, headed for wilderness. The crowd following him reached there. He asked
about their identity, and they answered, ‘O Amir ul-Mu’mineen, we are your Shiites
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(followers). The Imam cast a

p: 56
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deep look at them, saying, ‘How is it that I do not see any mark of Shiism on your
?’ faces

:What are the marks of a Shiite Muslim?’ they asked, and the Imam (as) answered‘

Those who are pale of keeping vigilance, weeping out of fear of Allah, bent out of too‘
much standing for prayer, hungry due to fasting, dry-mouthed because of

supplications, with marks of prostration in their faces.’(1)65

:This is another narration

يرظُنا هُیراج  ای  لَاقف :  بَابلا ، هِیلع  مٌوق  عَرقَ  ذإ  هِتیب  یف  اًدعِاق  مُلاـسلا  هِیلع  نِیـسحُلا  نُب  یُِّلع  نَاکَ  لَاق : مُلاـسلا  هِیلع  اللهِادِـبع  یبأ  نع 
تُمَّْسلا نَیأَف  اوبذِک  لاقو : عَجرَ  مهِیلإ  رظَنو  بَابلا  حَـتف  امّلفَ  عَقیَ ، نأ  دَاک  یّتح  نَلاجع  بَثوفَ  .کَِتعیـش  نِم  مٌوقَ  اولاقفَ :  بِابلاب ، نمَ 

هُابجِلا ترَثدَو  فُانلآا ، مهُنم  تْحرِقَ  دقَ  مهِِثعَشَو ؛ مهِِتدابعب  نَوفرَعُی  انُتعیشـِ  امّنإ  دِوجسـّلا ؟ ءُامیسـِ  نَیأ  هِدابعِلا ؟  ُ رَثأ نیأ  هِوجولا ؟  یف 
اذإ نَوحِّبـسمُلا  مهُثثَجُ ، رِجاوهَلا  عُطقَو  یلایّللا  رُهـس  قَلَخأَو  مهُهَوجو ، هُداـبعلا  تِجَّیه  دـق  هِافشـّلا ، لُـبذُ  نِوطُبلا ، صُمخُ  .دُـجاسمَلاو 

.سُاّنلا حرِفَ  اذإ  نَونوزُحَملاو  سُانلا ، مَان  اذإ  نَوّلصَمُلاو  سُاّنلا ، تَکَسَ 

Imam Sadiq (as) narrated: As he was sitting in his house, a group of people knocked
the door at Imam Sajjad (as). He asked his slave girl to see who it was. They shouted,
‘It is a group of your Shiites.’ The Imam (as) jumped so hurriedly that he was about to
fall down. When he opened the door, he took back and said, ‘They must be lying.
Where is the mark of Shiism on their faces? Where are the marks of prostration on

?them

p: 57
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Our Shiites are known of fear of the Day of Judgment, their foreheads having the
marks of prostration, being thin due to fasting, and dry-mouthed because of
supplications. The prayer makes their faces wrinkled, keeping vigilance, and fasting
on hot days make their bodies exhausted. When (other) people are at rest, they (the
true Shiites) glorify Allah, when people are asleep, they are in prayers, and when

people are merry making, they are sad.’(1)66

Note

The same God-fearing, enlightened people, in their love for the Hereafter, have
fought the enemies of God throughout the history of Islam. They considered
martyrdom in the way of God as the highest degree of happiness and the best means

.for affinity with God

We therefore realize that a true Shiite is pious and heedless of the worldly ornaments

but does not live the life of a recluse. He stands against the oppressing powers with

:his strong faith and steadfastness. Describing such people, the Holy Qur’an says

(” Those who fight in His way in ranks as if they were a firm and compact wall. (61:4“

Therefore, no one can say that the school based on piety, detachment from this
.world, prostration, and prayer fails to nurture heroes

Nevertheless, we stand in prayer with our heart full of love for this world without

God’s remembrance. We fast with a soul polluted with sins. We go on Hajj pilgrimage

with illegally gotten money, abandon what is obligatory but do what is praiseworthy

and expect the positive effects on our lives

p: 58
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!and wish to be among the angels at the same time

:Addressing to Jesus (as), God says

یِناعدَ نمَ  بَیجأُ  نْأ  تُیَلآ  ینإِف  مکُِتویُب ، یف  مُانصـْلأاو  مکُِناضَحأَ  تَحت  تُحُّْسلاو  ینوعُدَـت  لا  لَیِئارسـْإ : ینب  هِمَلَظَِل  لُق  یسـَیعِ ، اـی 
.اوقَّرفتیَ یّتح  اًنعَل  مهُاّیإ  یتَباجإِ  لَعَجأ  نْأَو 

O Jesus, tell the Israeli wrongdoers not to call upon Me while they have illegal riches“
under their arms and keep idols at home, for I have sworn I will answer one who calls
upon Me. My answer to the call for these wrongdoers is to curse them until they part

from one another.”(1)67

دُیرأُ تُسل  یّنإِـف  مکِبولقِب  َّیلَعَ  اولِبقأَو  ینخَلا  رِکْذِ  نِم  مکُعَامـسأَ  اوُّمصـِأَو  مِارحَلا  بِسْکَ  نِم  مکُرَاـفظأَ  اوـمِّلقَ  مهُل  لُـق  یسـَیعِ ، اـی 
.مکُرَوصُ

O Jesus, tell them: Take your nails off illegal business, cover your ears from “
obscenity, and come to Me with full heart, for I certainly do not want your external

faces.”(2)68

:A religious report says

.کَیدیَ یف  ام  دّرَُت  یّتح  کَیدَعسَ  لاو  کَیّبَل  لا  هل : لّجو  زّع  اللهُا  لَاق  یّبل  مّث  هِِّلحِ  رِیغَ  نِم  َّجحَ  نمَ 

Whoever goes on Hajj with illegal money when saying Labbayk, Allah will say: I will“
not accept your ‘Labbayk’ until you return the money to its owner.”(3)69

:Imam Sadiq (as) says

How much wailing and how few devoted hajjis are!”(4)70“

In other words, the noise of the performers of Hajj is extremely loud but,)
.( unfortunately, real performers of Hajj are very few

What Is the Cause of Skepticism

Skepticism about religious laws made by certain individuals has different motivations.
Part of it is by prejudiced and malevolent individuals aimed at diluting Muslims’
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ideology

p: 59

See Tuhaf ul-Uqoul; 369 - 1
See Tuhaf ul-Uqoul; 371 - 2

See al-Mahajjat ul-Beizaa; vol. 2 p.210 - 3
See Safinat ul-Bihar, Vol. 2 p.71 - 4
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so as to carry out their destructive plots in the Islamic society and to attain their
.satanic goal

Another part arises from ignorance of the truth and philosophy of the heavenly
teachings. These skeptics see the external face but they are unaware of the
philosophy behind them. These people are ignorant, arrogant, egotist, and unwilling

.to understand the philosophy of the religion

The Skepticism of A Materialist Thirteen Centuries Ago

Ibn-Abi’l-Aujaa was unbeliever. He was an abusive orator whom scholars avoided for
his sharp tongue. It was Hajj season when he was sitting with a group of unbelievers
,in the Sacred Mosque looking at pilgrims mockingly. In another corner of the Mosque

Imam Sadiq (as) was sitting surrounded by the Shiites who benefited by his heavenly
knowledge. The unbelievers turned to Ibn-Abi’l-Aujaa saying: “How good it is to

!” debate with the man sitting there surrounded by his devotees making him ashamed

Ibn-Abi’l-Aujaa who was too proud of himself said: “I will go right now and make him
:helpless.” Entering into the Imam’s assembly, Ibn-Abi’l-Aujaa said

؟ لِاؤسلاب یل  نُذأتف  لَعسی ، نأ  لٌاعسُ  هب  ناک  نمَ  ِّلکُل  دُّب  لاو  تٌانامأ  سَلاجملا  نّإ  هللا ، دِبع  ابأ  ای 

O Abu-Abdullah, assemblies are safe. (He was afraid of being killed by the believers.)“
Everyone having phlegm in his chest has to cough it out. (i.e. one who has a question

?” has to ask it.) Can I ask you a question

The Imam (as) gave him permission. Ibn-Abi’l-Aujaa bared his heart shamelessly of
his atheistic ideas in an enchanting rhymed prose, mocked the Hajj rites, and insulted

,the pilgrims

p: 60

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 91 of 301

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:adding

اذإ رِیعبلا  هََلوَره  هَُلوح  نَولوِرهُتو  رِدَملاو  بِوطّلاب  عَوفرملا  تَیبلا  اذه  نَودُبعتو  رِجحَلا  اذهب  نَوذُولتو  رَدـیبَلا  اذـه  نَوسودُـت  مْک  یلإ 
هُُماظِنو هُُّسأُ  كَوبأو  هُُمانسَو  رِملأا  اذه  سُأر  تَنأف  لقُف  .رٍظن  يذ  لاو  مٍیکح  رِیغ  لُْعِف  هُنأ  مَِلع  رَدّقو  اذه  یف  رکّف  نمَ  رَفن ؟

Till when will you work in this threshing-floor, seek refuge to this stone, worship this“
house made of mud and stone, and go round it like frightened camels? Anyone
reflecting on the matter will find out that it is unwise act. Give me the answer, you who

are at the top, a prominent personality, and a person whose fathers set up and
.” maintained this religion

!Even nowadays such a question is asked by some of the so-called intellectuals

However, Imam Sadiq (as) who was the propagator of the monotheistic school of
Islam and had trained students in his mystical sessions, uttered sentences that
exposed the evil intention of Ibn-Abi’l-Aujaa and his co-thinkers and bewared them of

:the sinister fate awaiting them. He (as) said

هُرُدِصُی لاو  هِکَلَهَلا  لَهِانم  هُدُرِویو  هَُّبرو  هَُّیلو  نُاطیشَلا  رَاصو  هُْبذِعتسی  ملو  َّقحلا  مَخوتَسا  هُبَلق  یمعأو  اللهُا  هُّلضأ  نمَ  نّإِ 

Whomever Allah causes to go astray and to be blind in heart will find the truth bitter“
and will have Satan as guardian and lord, and will be damned to perdition from which

there is no return.”(1)71

The Imam (as) then made statements the summary of which is as follows: This Kaaba
is the House that God has appointed as a means to test His servants making them

duty-bound to respect

p: 61

See Bihar ul-Anwar; Vol. 10 p.210 - 1
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and visit and to be a balance from man’s devotion and obedience to God. Through the
.Kaaba, the devoted believers are made distinct from hypocrites

This House is the resting-place for the prophets, Kiblah of worshippers, and a means

to please God. Therefore, the aim of Hajj is to worship God—the Creator of the
heavens and the earth and the human soul and body—, not the stone. Kissing or

.caressing the Black Stone, too, is aimed at carrying out God’s order

?Why Was God’s House Not Built in A Pleasant Area

Imam ‘Ali’s sermon known as ‘al-Khitba al-Qassiya –Sermon of Disparagement-’
answers the above and similar questions. A part of the sermon, which is related to the

:Holy Kaaba, will be quoted hereinafter

رُصِبُت لاو  عُفَنَت  لاو  رّضَُت  رٍاجحْأِب لا  مِلاعلا  اذه  نِم  نَیرخِلآا  یلإ  هِیلعَ  اللهِا  تُاولصَ  مَدَآ  نْدَُل  نِم  نَِیلوّلأا  رَبَتخْا  هُناحبسُ  اللهَا  نّأَ  نَوْرََت  لاأَ 
نِوطُب قَیَـضأَو  اًردَمَ  ایندّلا  قِِئاتَن  َّلقَأَو  اًرجَحَ  ضِرْلأا  عِاقِب  رِعَوْأِب  هُعضـَوَ  مُث  اًمایِق  سِاّنلِل  اللهُا  هُلعَجَ  يذّلا  مَارحَلا  هُتَیَب  اهلعجَفَ  عُمَـسَت  لاو 

.فٌْلظِ لاو  رٌِفاح  لاو  ٌّفخَ  اهِب  وکُزیَ  هٍعَطِقَْنُم لا  يًرُقو  هٍلَشِوَ  نٍویعُو  هٍثَِمدَ  لٍامرِو  هٍنَشِخَ  لٍابجِ  نَیَب  اًرطُْق  هِیَدِولأَا 

هِدَِئْفلأا رُامِث  هِیلإِ  يوهَت  مهِلاحرِ  یقَلمُل  هًیَاغو  مهِرِافـسأَ  عِجَتَْنمُل  هًَباثمَ  رَاصفَ  هُوَحْن  مهُفَاطعأَ  اونْثُی  نأ  هُدَـلوِو  مُلاـسلا  هِیلع  مَدَآ  رمَأَ  مّث 
اًثْعشُ مهِِمادْقأ  یلعَ  نَولُمریَو  نَولِّلهَُی اللهِ  لاًُلذُ  مهُبَکِانمَ  اوزّهُیَ  یّتح  هٍعَطِقَنُم  رٍاحب  رِِئازجَو  هٍقَیمعَ  جٍاجِف  يواهمَو  هٍقَیحسـَ  رٍافِق  زِوِافمَ  نِم 
اًنیبُم اًراـبِتخْاو  اًدـیدشَ  اًـناحِتْماو  اًـمیظِعَ  ءًـلاِتْبا  مُهِقِلخَ  نَسِاحـَم  رِوعُّشلا  ءِافـَعإِِب  اوهَّوشَو  مهِرِوهظُ  ءَاروَ  لَیِبارسـّلا  اوذبـََن  دقـَ  هل ، اًرْبغـُ 

.هِِتَّنجَ یلا  هًلَصْوُوَ  هِِتمَحْرِل  اًببَسَ  اللهُا  هُلعَجَ  اًغیِلَب  اًصیحِمْتو 

مَارحَلا هُتَیَب  عَضَیَ  نْأَ  هَُناحبسُ  دَارأَ  وْلوَ 

p: 62

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 93 of 301

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


هٍضـَورَوَ ءَارمْسـَ  هٍَّر  نَیَب بُ_ يرقُلا  لِصَِّتُم  ینَُبلا  ِّفتَْلُم  رِامِّثلا  یِناد  رِاجشـْلأا  ِّمجَ  رٍارقَو  لٍهْسـَو  رٍاهنأَو  تٍاّـنجَ  نیَب  مَاـظعِلا  هُرَعِاـشمَو 
.ءِلابَلا فِْعضَ  بِسْحَ  یلعَ  ءِازجَلا  رَدْقَ  رََّغصَ  دْق  نَاکَل  هٍرَِماعَ  قٍرُطُو  هٍرضِان  عٍورزُو  هٍقَدِغُم  صٍارعِو  هٍقَدِحُْم  فٍایَرأَو  ءَار  _ ضْخَ

هَعَرَاصُم کِلذ  فََّفخَل  ءٍایضـِو  رٍوُنو  ءَارمْحَ  هٍَتوُقایَو  ءَارضـْخَ  هٍدَُّرُمزُ  نیَب  اـهِب  عُوُفرمَلا  رُاـجحْلأَاو  اـهیلَعَ  لُومُحْمَلا  سُاـسلأَا  نَاکـَ  وَلو 
.سِاّنلا نِم  بِیَّر  _ لا جَلَتَعُم  یفنَلو  بِولقُلا  نعَ  سَیلبإِ  هَدَهَاجُم  عَضَوََلو  رِودُّصلا  یف  ِّکَّشلا 

اًناکَْمإوِ مهِِبولُق  نِم  رُِّبکََّتلِل  اًـجارخْإِ  هِرِاکـَمَلا  بِورُضـُِب  مهِیِلتَبیَو  دِهـِاجَملا  عِاوْنأِـب  مهُدُّـبعَتَیَو  دِِـئادَّشلا  عِاونأِـب  هُدَاـبعِ  رُِبتَخْیَ  اللهَا  َّنکَلو 
.هِوِْفعَِل لاًُلذُ  اًبابَسأَو  هِِلضْفَ  یلإ  اًحُتُف  اًباوبأَ  کَِلذ  لَعَجیَِلو  مهِسِوفُن  یف  لُِّلذََّتلِل 

Do you not see the Allah, the Glorified, has tried all the people among those who“
came before, beginning with Adam up to the last ones in this world with stones which

yield neither benefit nor harm nor see nor hear. He made those stones into His sacred
house, which He made a standby for the people. He placed it in the most rugged stony
part of the earth and on a highland with least soil thereon, among the narrowest

valleys between rough mountains, soft sandy plains, springs of scanty water, and
scattered habitants, where neither camels not horses nor cows and sheep can

.prosper

Then, he commanded Adam and his sons to turn their attention towards it. In this
way, it became the center of their journey in seeking pastures and the rendezvous for
meeting of their carrier-beasts, so that human spirits hasten towards it from distant

waterless deserts, deep and low-lying valleys and scattered islands

p: 63
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.in the seas

They shake their shoulders in humbleness, recite the slogan of having reached His
audience, march with swift feet, and have disheveled hair and dusted faces. They
throw their pieces of cloth on their backs; they have marred the beauty of their faces
by leaving the hair uncut as a matter of great test, severe tribulation, open trials, and
extreme refining. Allah has made it a means to His mercy and an approach to His

.Paradise

If Allah, the Glorified, had places His Sacred House and His great signs among

plantations, streams, soft and level points, plenty of trees, and abundance of fruits, a
thick population, close habitats, golden wheat, lush gardens, green land, watered

plains, thriving orchards, and crowded streets, the amount of recompense would

.have been decreased because of the lightness of the trial

If the foundation on which the House is borne and the stones with which it has been
raised had been of green emerald and red rubies, and there had been brightness and
effulgence, then this would have lessened the action of doubts in the breasts, would

have dismissed the effect of Satan’s activity from the hearts, and would have stopped
the surging of misgivings by means of different troubles, wants them to render
worship through hardships and involves them in distress, all in order to extract out
vanity from their hearts, to settle down humbleness in their spirits, and to make all

this an open door for His favors and an easy means for

p: 64
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His forgiveness (for their sins).(1)72

?Why Do Hajj Acts Not Please the Intellect and Temperament

It is noteworthy that the religious duties have various categories. Some, while being
performed for God, have physical pleasure with them too, and man is naturally
inclined toward them, such as marriage, eating, and sleeping. They can be both godly
and means for satisfying one’s nature. Other religious duties are not accompanied by
physical pleasure but logically desirable, such as acquisition of knowledge,

.benefaction, helping the poor, and guiding those who have gone astray

Although such acts are not sought by desire, they are logically desirable, and if they
are done for the sake of God, their godly aspects will be mixed with their logical
aspects. Hence, it is difficult to acquire devotion in them. Therefore, man cannot claim
that his motivation for doing such acts has been God or another factor. If man

carefully looks at most of these acts performed as religious duties, he will realize that
the share of logic and desire in these acts is more than that of God, and the religious
aspect has been naturally overshadowed by the aspect of logic and desire. Hence an
effective weapon has not been used for suppressing the concupiscence. In these
acts, Satan pollutes man’s pure intention with pretense, love of fame, and other

.desires rendering the good deeds worthless

Other religious duties have neither sign of physical pleasure nor logical benefits. A
series of acts are neither desirable by temperament nor logic, such as taking off one’s

normal clothes and putting on clothes of

p: 65
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Ihram (two pieces of unstitched clothes) making one’s head and feet bare, quitting
many of everyday habits, going round a house of stone, kissing a black stone installed
in the corner of the Kaaba, sevenfold shuttle between two mountains—Safa and
Marwa, compulsory stay in specified times on the plain of Mina, Arafat and al-Mash’ar

.and throwing pebbles, which are desirable neither for temperament nor intellect

It is God’s order that persuades a Muslim to do these acts without expecting to get a
physical pleasure or intellectual benefit. This is because Islam is the only factor
ensuring the prosperity and perfection of a Muslim who has been trained in the school

.of monotheism and inspired by the Holy Qur’an

مُلاسْلإِا اللهِا  دَْنعِ  نَیِّدلا  َّنإِ 

(” The true religion with Allah is Islam. (The Holy Qur’an; 3:19“

Islam means to be submissive to God. Even if there are no socio-political as well as
hygienic and economic benefits in enjoining the good and forbidding the evil, the
virtue of being submissive to God alone is enough to encourage a wise man to do

religious duties and to abstain from committing sins

مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَُّللاوَ  ءُاشَیَ �  نْمَ  �یلَعَ  ذَ 
�
کَِل دِْعَب  نِْم  هَُّللا  بُوُتیَ  َّمُث 

(” and best of all is Allah’s pleasure. (The Holy Qur’an; 9:72 “…

A believing Muslim does not care whether a religious duty has a benefit or not. What is
important to him is the pleasure of God. Since most of us do not pay attention to the

great impact of devotion and do not know what a

p: 66
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great blessing devotion is, we look at it dubiously not knowing that the best acts are
.those done for the satisfaction

We should note that those acts not having physical or logical motivation, which are
merely done for God, are extremely positive in generating devotion and submission,
making man devoted servant of God. We all get married but it is not known who does
it for the sake of God and who does it for satisfying his instincts. We all study but it is
not known who studies with the intention of promoting the Name of God and who

does it for pursuing worldly goals. We all help the poor but hypocrites are not distinct
:from the God-seekers. In this relation, the Holy Qur’an says

نٌسِحُْم وَهُوَ  هُهَجْوَ اللهِ  مَلَسْأَ  نَّْمِم  اًنیدِ  نُسَحْأَ  نْمَوَ 

(” And who has a better religion than he who submits himself entirely to Allah? (4:125“

:The Holy Qur’an further says

هٍنَِّیَب نْعَ  َّیحَ  نْمَ  ییَحْیَوَ  هٍنَِّیَب  نْعَ  کَلَهَ  نْمَ  کَِلهْیَِل 

That he who would perish might perish by clear proof, and he who would live might “…

(” live by clear proof. (8:42

God’s Trial Is Difficult

God’s commandments are aimed at revealing man’s submission to the Creator. But,
unfortunately, man being unaware of the secret behind those commandments keeps
on asking about the benefits of the Islamic laws and their socio-economic effects,
which have their roots in materialism. This way of thinking is not limited to a specific

.period. All prophets have been asked such questions with sinister results

Failure of People of Sabbath in God’s Trial

According to the Holy Qur’an, a Jewish tribe was
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living in a town near the sea and their job was fishing. On God’s order, the Jewish tribe
was duty-bound to keep the Sabbath, that is, to be engaged in prayer and not to catch

.fish on that day

Since God’s trial is always accompanied by difficulty, it so happened that fish would

come to the surface of water abundantly on Saturdays, which was the Sabbath, but
were scarce on other days. The abundance of fish on the Sabbath was so alluring that

.refusal to catch all those fishes was painful for the Jewish tribe

نَیِلِفاغَ اهَْنعَ  اوُناکَوَ  انَِتایَآِب  اوُبَّذکَ  مْهَُّنأَِب  ِّمیَْلا  یِف  مْهُانَْقرَغْأَفَ  مْهُْنِم  انَمْقَتَْنافَ 

(” Thus did we try them because they transgressed. (The Holy Qur’an; 7:163 “…

Finally, avarice overcame faith and pushed the mammonists to sin. So they tried to
catch fishes on Saturday with the tricks that Satan had taught them. Hence, God sent

:tribulation upon them. In this relation, the Holy Qur’an says

.نَیِئسِاخَ هًدَرَِق  اوُنوکُ  مْهَُل  انَْلُق  هُْنعَ  اوهُُن  اَّمعَ  اوْتَعَ  اَّملَفَ 

Therefore, when they revoltingly persisted in what they had been forbidden, we said “ 
(” to them: Be (as) apes, despised and hated. (7:166

Trial of Talut’s Army

Talut (Saul) whom the Holy Qur’an admires as worthy king had a strong physique and
:great knowledge. The Holy Qur’an says

مِسْجِلاو مِْلعِلا  یف  هًطَسَْب  هُدَازَوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  هُافَطَصْا  اللهَا  َّنإِ  لَاقَ 

He said: Surely, Allah has chosen him in preference to you, and He has increased him “ 
(” abundantly in knowledge and physique. (2:247

This strong man was appointed by the prophet of that time to be the
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leader of the Israelis to fight their enemies. Talut mobilized a great army to fight Jalut
(Goliath) the tyrant, who oppressed the Israelis. He (Saul) said to his soldiers: Be
careful, for God will test you through a river on your way; he who will not drink from it
though he might be very thirsty will be (considered as) obeying God and will be among

my helpers and entitled to God’s grace. But anyone who will drink from it is not my

.follower and will be deprived of God’s assistance

It was hot, the land was dry, and thirst prevailed. Suddenly, the river came into sight
and the thirsty soldiers saw a river flowing with limped water before them. It requires
great patience and strong faith to resist desire to pass by a river and not quench one’s

.thirst for the sake of God. The river was a great test for the army of Talut

Satan began to tempt them as what the philosophy of suffering from thirst is while

being near to a river. Why water, a source of life, should be banned. No, one must

drink from it, feel fresh, and fight the enemies; not knowing that man’s number one
.enemy is his concupiscence which disobeys God’s orders

First of all, one must fight this inner enemy and then be sure that after suppressing it,
God’s help will come. Finally, the pleasant sight of the river and Satan’s temptations

weakened their will. Except for 313 soldiers, the entire army
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whose number was 80,000 drank from the river and revealed their weak faith against
.physical desires

، هِدِیـَِب هًفَرْغُ  فَرَتَغْا  نِمَ  لاّإ   ِ یِّنِم هَُّنإِفَ  هُمْعَطْیَ  مَْل  نْمَوَ  یِّنِم  سَْیلَفَ  هُْنِم  بَرِشـَ  نْمَفَ  رٍهَنَِب  مْکُیِلتَْبُم  اللهَا  َّنإِ  لاَقَ  دِوُنجُلاِب  تُوُلاطـَ  لَصـَفَ  اَّملَفَ 
.مْهُْنِم لاًیِلقَ  لاّإ   ِ هُْنِم اوُبرِشَفَ 

So, when Talut departed with the forces, he said: Surely, Allah will try you with a “
river; whoever then drinks from it, he is not of me, and whoever does not taste of it,
he is surely of me, except he who takes with his hand as much of it as fills the hand;

(” but with the exception of a few of them, they drank from it. (The Holy Qur’an; 2:249

Another trial of the children of Israel

دُیزِ _ نَسَوَ مْکُایـَاطَخَ  مْکَُل  رْفِْغَن  هٌَّطحِ  اوُلوُقوَ  اًدَّجسـُ  بَابـَلا  اوُلخُدْاوَ  اًدغـَرَ  مُْتْئشـِ  ثُْیحَ  اهـَْنِم  اوُلکُفَ  هِیَرْ  _ قَـلا هِذِهـَ  اوُـلخُدْا  انـَْلُق  ذْإِوَ 
.نَوقُسُْفیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  ءِامَسّلا  نَِم  اًزجْرِ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذِّلا  یلَعَ  انَْلزَْنأَفَ  مْهَُل  لَیِق  يذِّلا  رَْیغَ  لاًوْقَ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذِّلا  لََّدبَفَ  .نَیِنسْحُملا 

And when we said: Enter this city, and then eat from it a plenteous (food) wherever“
you wish and enter the gate making obeisance; and say, forgiveness. We will forgive

.you your wrongs and give more to those who do good

But those who were unjust changed it for a saying other than that which had been
spoken to them, so We sent upon those who were unjust a pestilence from heaven,

(” because thy transgressed. (The Holy Qur’an; 2: 58-9

The unyielding tribe of the Israelis, due to the dignity of Prophet Moses (as) was

entitled to God’s grace. So, they
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had the impression that they became really honorable in the sight of God and became

God’s favorites and the most devoted servants. To test them and to make them
.subject to curse and punishment, God appointed certain duties for them

The prosperous land of Damascus was envisaged for their settlement provided that
they, first, would enter the city through a specific gate, they, second, would enter the
city while bowing as sign of humbleness to God, and, third, they would say, ‘forgive
us,’ so that God would pardon their wrongdoings. But they said to themselves, ‘why

should we enter the city through a narrow gate while there were wider ones?’ They
entered the city not only without bowing but also with their backs forward; and
instead of saying, ‘forgive us,’ they said indecent words. The result was a pestilence

.from heaven

Prophet Ibrahim and God’s Strange Trial

point

نَِم اللهُا  ءَاشَ  نْإِ  یِندَجِتَسَ   رُمَؤُْت  امَ  لْعَْفا  تَِبأَ  ایَ  لَاقَ  يرََت ، اذَامَ  رْظُْنافَ  کَحَُبذْأَ  یِّنأَ  مِانَمَلا  یف  يرَأَ  یِّنإِ  َّینَُب  ایَ  لَاقَ  یَْعَّسلا  هُعَمَ  غَلََب  اَّملَفَ 
.نُیبمِلا ءُلاَبَلا  وَهَُل  اذَهَ  َّنإِ  .نَیِنسِحْمُلا  يزِجَْن  کَِلذَکَ  اَّنإِ  ایَؤُّْرلا  تَْقَّدصَ  دْقَ  .مُیهِارَْبإِ  ایَ  نْأَ  هُانَْیدَاَنوَ  .نِیِبجَْلِل  هَُّلَتوَ  امَلَسْأَ  اَّملَفَ  .نَیرِِباَّصلا 

And when he attained to working with him, he said: O my son, surely I have seen in a“
dream that I should sacrifice you; consider then what you see. He said: O my father,
do what you are commanded; if Allah please, you will find me of the patient ones. So

when they both submitted and he threw him down upon his
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forehead, and We called out to him, saying: O Ibrahim, you have indeed shown the
truth of the vision; surely thus do We reward the doers of good. Most surely, this is a

(” manifestation trial. (The Holy Qur’an; 37:102-6

This is a strange scene and a strange duty! A handsome youth, much loved by an
elder father has to be sacrificed for God. What a strange order and what a difficult
duty! How can a kind father throw down his son and put a sharp knife on his throat
with his own hands? This act is approved neither by temperament nor common sense.
But here neither man’s intellect nor does his common sense have any saying, for it is
the realm of love of God Who is the Only Beloved in the world. The love for others is

.subject to His permission and pleasure

Prophet Ibrahim (as) then prepared himself for carrying out God’s order without any
delay. He told the story to his son to know both his duty and to test the devotion of his
son. The son, too, asked his father to do what he had been commanded and asked
God to make him patient. What devotion it is! May God bless this stage of submission

forever. Both father and son submitted. The father threw him down ready to cut his
throat. A shocking scene amazed the whole world against the power of faith and love

.for God. Therefore, God praised the devotion of these two devoted monotheists
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:This is sufficient to indicate their greatness

مٍیظِعَ حٍْبذِِب  هُانَْیدَفَوَ 

(And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice. (The Holy Qur’an; 37:107“

:To acknowledge this devotion, God said

.نَیِنِمؤْمُلا اَندِابَعِ  نِْم  هَُّنإِ  .مَیهِارْبإِ  یلَعَ  مٌلاسَ 

Peace be upon Ibrahim. Surely, he was one of Our believing servants. (The Holy“
(Qur’an; 37:109, 111

To sum it up, if we look at the acts commanded in God’s trial, we will not see any
benefit or advisability. In certain cases, there is harm, too, like the ban on catching fish
on the Sabbath, which entailed economic loss, or the ban on drinking water from the
river in the story of Talut, Ibrahim’s dream to sacrifice his son, and the Israelis’
entering into Damascus. In none of these cases, logical and tangible benefits could be

.seen

The best advantage of the said acts lies in God’s commandments and the inhibitions
themselves to be followed by obedience and submission, the result of which is affinity

.with God and attaining His pleasure

Since certain religious duties are based on devotion to God without having social,
economic, political, or hygienic benefits, certain acts related to the Hajj rites are

.aimed for revealing man’s devotion and submission to God

One of the advantages of Hajj is that its aspect of devotion is more evident than other
religious duties. Throwing pebbles at Satan is extremely effective, for he is attempting

to prevent man from obeying God by skepticism and raising questions in man’s mind.
For example, Satan through temptations makes man ask himself if Prophet Ibrahim’s

;wife
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Hagar, shuttled seven times between Mount Safa and Mount Marwa in search for
?water, why should be do the same and in search of water

Or when Prophet Ibrahim (as) was in Mina for completing his mission and Satan
appeared on his way trying to prevent him from obeying God’s order, Prophet
Ibrahim (as) drove him away by throwing stones at him, what is he doing in Mina now?

Has he, too, seen Satan on his way to throw stones at him? A devoted servant of God
finds out that Satan is always on the way to steal faith. Hence, he gets ready to expel

:the satanic temptations from his heart. The Holy Qur’an says

نَورُصِْبُم مْهُ  اذَإِفَ  اورَُّکذََت  نِاطَْیَّشلا  نَِم  فٌِئاطَ  مْهَُّسمَ  اذَإِ  اوْقََّتا  نَیذِّلا  َّنإِ 

Surely, those who guard against evil, when a visitation from the Satan afflicts them, “ 
(” they become mindful, then lo! They see. (7:201

I, too, as I have learnt lessons of devotion in the school of the prophets, take God as
my Guardian and consider myself devoted servant of Him. I do not care whether

certain act is beneficial or not. What I do is for obtaining God’s pleasure. If I am told to
shuttle between Safa and Marwa all my life for the pleasure of God, I will do it whole-

.heartedly

Summary

The Hajj rites, consisting of apparently unjustifiable acts, are means of trial of men’s
devotion to God. Hajj makes those who follow ‘self’ and superficial intellect distinct

.from those following God

اللهَا اودُُبْعیَِل  لاّإِ  اورُِمأُ  امَوَ 
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نَیِّدلا هَُل  نَیصِِلخُْم 

And they were not enjoining anything except that they should serve Allah, being“
(” sincere to Him in obedience. (The Holy Qur’an; 98:5

Questions of Practical Laws of Islam

Perhaps it would not be out of place to discuss the practical laws of Islam here, for
questions have been raised in this relation. For example, it is asked why Sura of al-
Fatihah and Sura of at-Tawhid must be recited in undertone in the Dhuhr (Noon) and
Asr (Afternoon) –obligatory- Prayers and recited aloud in the Maghrib (Evening) and

?Eshaa (Night) Prayers. Why are men banned to wear gold rings

Why is it banned to use golden and silver vessels? Why is it religiously unlawful to
have the meat of pork? What is the philosophy of Hajj? When does it become

necessary to perform the Tayammum (Dry Ablution)? Why is it forbidden for a Muslim

?to marry two sisters at the same time

Many whys and for what reasons are answered correctly or incorrectly and on many

.occasions the answers increase the asker’s amazement

Note

The first and most important requirement of one who asks such questions is his belief
in the acknowledged principles of Islam, that is, belief in One God, prophethood, God’s
justice, Day of Judgment, and Imamate. In the meantime, the degree of his belief in
the aforesaid principles has to be taken into consideration so as to discuss with him

.the ideology of Islam in case of his imperfect knowledge about it

Evidently, it is waste of time to discuss the secondary precepts of Islam with an
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unbeliever or someone whose belief is imperfect. How absurd it is to speak about the
Ascension of the Holy Prophet (saw) and the moon’s split for him or the life span and
occultation of Imam Mahdi (as) with a materialist who does not believe in the absolute
power of God. To debate with a Twelver (1) who does not firmly believe in the
sinlessness of the prophets and Imams is also useless, for he needs to perfect his
ideology first. Incidentally, most of the individuals who are skeptic of the practical

.laws of Islam are those who are weak in their beliefs

The Aim of Questioning the Philosophy of the Practical Laws of Islam

Generally speaking, questions about the philosophy of the practical laws of Islam are
:raised for two reasons

To understand the philosophy of the divine laws, and to get more interested in doing
.religious duties, this is the result of getting to know the philosophy of the divine laws

As for someone who wishes to understand the logic of the divine laws, we should say
that he is in error. Such a person needs to perfect his knowledge of the religion, get to
know the prophet and the revelation as well as come to realize that the position of a

.prophet is above that of ordinary human beings

He should, also, realize that what the prophets say do not come from themselves, but
they are inspired by the Creator of the heavens and the earth. So, we come to the

.conclusion that the Holy Book and the religious laws are of the same Source
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In other words, it is the All-knowing and All-wise God Who has prescribed what is
.lawful and what is unlawful and revealed it to the heart of His Messenger

?Why Are We in Need For A Divine Revelation

Since we, human beings, do not have comprehensive knowledge about life and the
Afterlife, and since the only One being aware of all the details of the universe is God,
we are in need for guidance and religious laws, which is the same as revelation

.received by the prophets

We have no option but to submit to the religious instructions. To practice the religious
duties is to practice what the prophets and God have said. That is to say that I,
considering myself as Muslim, obey God and His Messenger not because I have come

to know about the philosophy of the religious laws, but I obey Him and His Messenger

.regardless of the harms and benefits that accompany certain religious acts

?What Is Religious Obedience

Muhammad ibn Sinan wrote a letter to Imam Ridha’ (as) saying, ‘Some Muslims have
the impression that the dos and don’ts in Islam are not based on people’s interest or
disadvantages and that there is no reason for them save obedience and devotion to

:God.’ Responding to this letter, Imam Ridha’ (as) wrote

كِلاهَلاو ءِانفَلا  یلإ  اًیعِاد  اًدسِفُم  هُاندجوو  هِیلإ  دِابعلِل  هَجَاح  ءِایشْلأا لا  نِم  مَرّحُملا  اندْجَووَ  .اًدیعَب  لاًلاضَ  کَلذ  لاق  نِم  َّلضَ  دقَ 

Whoever has such impression of the religious precepts is in gross error, for we“
realize that what Allah has forbidden is not only unnecessary for human life but also it
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.” is a source of corruption pushing man to perdition

Sheikh Saduq, may his soul rest in peace, relates that a person went to Imam Baqir
(as) asking, ‘Why has God forbidden drinking wine and eating carrion and pork as well

:as blood?’ The Imam (as) answered

.مهِیلع هُمَرّحَ  امَ  یف  دٍـهزُ  لاو  مهُل  َّلحَأَ  امَ  یف  هٍبَغرَ  نِم  کَلذ  يوسِ  ام  مهُل  َّلحأَو  هِدِابعِ  یلع  کَلذ  مْرّحَُی  مل  یلاعَتو  كَرَابت  اللهَا  نّإ 
مهِیلع هُمَرّحَو  هُنع  مهُاههنَفَ  مهُُّرضُیَ  ام  مَِلعَو  هُحَابأَو  مهُل  هَُّلحَأَفَ  مهُحُِلصُی  امو  مهُُنادبأَ  هِب  مُوقیَ  ام  مِلعفَ  قَلخَلا  قَلَخَ  لّجو  زّع  هّنکِلو 

Allah has not made certain things lawful or unlawful because He Himself likes or“
dislikes them, for neither the lawful nor do the unlawful benefit or harm Him. Since
Allah has created man and known what is good or bad for him, He has enjoined or

forbidden certain things.”(1)74

From these sayings of the Imams (as) it is inferred that devotion is not strict
adherence like an inferior’s obedience to the orders of a superior. Obedience in
religion is that when a human being realizes that his intellectual power is limited and
that the religious precepts with all their benefits have their source in God’s infinite

.knowledge, he will naturally feel duty-bound to submit to God’s commandments

:The Holy Prophet of Islam (Saw) Says

ضُیرمَلا هِیهِتَـشیَ  ام  یف  هِب لا  هِرِیِبدَـتو  بُیِبطّلا  هُُلمَعیَ  ام  یف  یضـَرمَلا  حُلاصـَفَ  بِیِبطّلاک ، نَیمِلاعَلا  ُّبرَو  یضـَرمَلاک  مُتنأ  اللهِا  دَابعِ  اـی 
.نَیزِئافَلا نِم  اونوکَُت  هُرَمأَ  اومِّلسَفَ اللهِ   لاأ  هُحُرِتَقیَو ،

O servants of Allah, you are like patients and the Lord of the worlds being like“
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a physician. Therefore, the interest of the patient is in what the physician prescribes
for him, not in what he –the patient- likes. Therefore, submit to Allah so as to be

delivered.”(1)75

It is true that the prophets are like us, human being, but they receive divine
:revelation. Addressing the Holy Prophet (saw), God says

مْکُُلْثِم رٌشََب  ْانأَ  امََّنإِ  لُْق 

(” Say: I am only a mortal like you; it is revealed to me. (The Holy Qur’an; 18:110“

To sum it up, religious obedience is not a blind following devoid of logic, rather it is
submission of a human being with limited knowledge to the All-encompassing

.Authority

As for the second question about the philosophy of the practical laws of Islam, if it is
aimed at getting more familiarity with the benefits of God’s commandments, to purify
one’s self and society, to ensure a sound economy, to see their compatibility with the
scientific researches, to highlight the value of the religious precepts, the sayings of
the Imams, the scientific miracles of the Holy Prophet (saw) and the Holy Qur’an, to
add to one’s tranquility and peace of mind, it is welcome! In the Holy Qur’an, most of

:the verses express the philosophy of the commandments

نَوقَُّتَت مْکَُّلعََل  ...مُایِّصلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  بَِتکُ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O you who believe, fasting is prescribed for you… so that you many guard“
(” (yourselves) against evil. (2:183

يرِکْذِِل هَلاَّصلا  مِِقأَوَ 

(” Keep up prayer for My remembrance. (20:14 “… 

َّنهِِبوُلُقوَ مْکُِبوُلقُِل  رُهَطْأَ  کَِلذَ  بٍاجَحِ  ءِارَوَ  نِْم  َّنهُوُلأَسْافَ 

And ask of them (women) from behind a curtain; this “… 
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(” is purer for your hearts and for their hearts. (33:53

.مْهَُل عَِفانَمَ  اودُهَشْیَِل  ...ِّجحَلاِب  سِاَّنلا  یِف  نِّْذأَوَ 

And proclaim among men the pilgrimage… that they may witness advantages for“
(” them. (22:28

To sum it up, the necessity to act according to the religious precepts is to follow the
divine revelation and not necessarily to understand their philosophy. The value of the
acts of worship lies in devotion and man can have devotion when he has no

:motivation other than pleasing God. Then, he will become a true servant of God

.اللهِا رِکْذِ  نْعَ  عٌْیَب  لاوَ  هٌرَاجَِت  مْهِیهِْلُت  لٌاجَرِ لا 

Men whom neither merchandise nor selling diverts from the remembrance of Allah…“
(” (The Holy Qur’an; 24:37

The aim of the religion is to make the earthly man ascend to heaven. Being the most

perfect religion, Islam has a double vision, that is, it sees both this world and the
Hereafter; it cares for the welfare of man and his moral education as well as spiritual

.perfection

بٍآمَ نُسْحُوَ  مْهَُل  یَبوطُ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذِّلاَ 

As for those who believe and do good, a good final state shall be theirs and a goodly“
(” return. (The Holy Qur’an; 13:29

Now, instead of this discussion and instead of trying to justify all the heavenly laws

with scientific theories, we should consolidate the spirit of getting to know God, the
prophet, and the Imams in the hearts of the youths. It is only then that the young
generation will naturally feel duty-bound to follow the Messenger of God and to obey

Him with contentment
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.and will never look for benefits in serving God

لُلاَّضلا لاّإ   ِ ِّقحَلا دَْعَب  اذَامَفَ 

(” What is there after the truth but error? (The Holy Qur’an; 10:32 “… 

:Imam Sajjad (as) has said

انب يدتَها  نمَو  مَِلسَ  انل  مََّلسَ  نْمَفَ  مِیلـسّتلاب  لاإ  بُاصُی  لاو  هِدسِافلا ، سِییاقمَلاو  هِلَطِابلا  ءِارلآاو  هِصِقاّنلا  لِوقعُلاِب  بُاصُی  اللهِا لا  نَیدِ  نّإِ 
یِناثمَلا عَْبسـّلا  لَزَنأَ  يذـلاب  رَفَکَ  اًـجرَحَ  هب  یـضقَن  وأ  هُُلوقَن  امـّم  اًئیشـَ  هِسِْفن  یف  دَجـَوَ  نمَو  کَلـَهَ  يِْأرّلاو  سِاـیقِلاب  نَاد  نمَو  يَدِهـُ 

مُلَعیَ وهُو لا  مَیظعَلا  نَآرقُلاو 

Surely, the religion of Allah cannot be comprehended with imperfect intellects, wrong“
opinions, or immoral criteria. Hence, there is no way to get to know the truth of the
religion other than submission. Whoever submits to us will be safe from deviation, and
whoever is guided in our path will be truly guided. Whoever makes religion with his
own conjecture will find perdition and one who is heavy-hearted with our orders has

disbelieved in the One Who revealed the Holy Qur’an.”(1)76

God Is in No Need For Our Obedience

It is worth mentioning that obedience to God’s commandments and performance of
the divine laws do not add to God’s glory and greatness, and man’s disobedience to

:God does not reduce from His authority. In this relation, Imam ‘Ali (as) says

هُعَاط هُعُفَنَت  لاو  هُاصعَ  نمَ  هُیَصِعمَ  هُرّضَُت  هّنلأ لا  مهِِتیَصـِْعمَ  نِم  اًنِمآ  مْهِِتعَاطَ  نعَ  اًّیِنغَ  مْهُقَلَخَ  نَیحِ  قَْلخَلا  قَلَخَ  یلاعَتو  هُناحبسـُ  اللهَا  نّإِف 
.هُعَاطأَ نمَ 

Now then, Allah, the Glorified the Sublime, created (the things of) the creation; He“
created them without any need for their obedience or being safe from their sinning,

because the
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sin of anyone who sins does not harm him nor does the obedience of anyone who

obeys Him benefit Him.”(1)77

:The fate of those who disobeyed God is mentioned in the Holy Qur’an

اللهُا مُهُذَخـَأَفَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  اًراَثآوَ  هًَّوُق  مْهُْنِم  َّدشـَأَ  اوُناکـَ  مْهِِلْبقَ ، نِْم  اوُناکـَ  نَیذِّـلا  هُبَِقاعـَ  نَاکـَ  فَْیکَ  اورُظُْنیَفَ  ضِرْـَلأا  یِف  اورُیسـِیَ  مَْلوَأَ 
بِاقَعِلا دُیدِشَ  ٌّيوِقَ  هَُّنإِ  اللهُا  مُهذَخَأَفَ  اورُفَکَفَ  تِانَِّیبَلاِب  مْهُُلسُرُ  مْهِیِتأَْت  تَْناکَ  مْهَُّنأَِب  کَِلذَ  .قٍاوَ  نِْم  اللهِا  نَِم  مْهَُل  نَاکَ  امَوَ  مْهِِبوُنذُِب 

Have they not traveled in the earth and seen how was the end of those who were“
before them? Mightier than these were they in strength and in fortifications in the
land, but Allah destroyed them for their sins; and there was not for them any
defender against Allah. That was because they came to them their apostles with clear
arguments, but they rejected them; therefore, Allah destroyed them; Surely He is

(” Strong, Severe in retribution. (40:21-2

:Jesus Christ (as) is quoted as saying

هُضَفَخَ عْضاوتیَ اللهِ  مل  نمَ  کَلذکَو  هَُّنکَأو ، هُتَحت  َّلظتَـسا  هنعَ  هسِأرِب  ضَفَخ  نمَو  هَُّجشـَ  فِقسـّلا  یلا  هسِأرِب  خَمَشـَ  نمَ  هّنأ  اوملَعَت  ملأَ 
هعَفَرَ عَضاوت اللهِ  نمَو 

Do you not know that anyone who raises his head so high that it touches the ceiling,“
the ceiling will break his head? But one who lowers his head, the same ceiling will

serve as a canopy to give him shelter and comfort under its shade. Likewise, one who

is not humble before Allah will be degraded, whereas one who is humble before Allah
will be promoted.”(2)78

As long as the human
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society obeys the divine laws under the heavenly canopy, it will enjoy welfare and
:receive God’s mercy, but if it disobeys God and becomes arrogant, God will say

.نَوظُِفاحََل هَُل  اَّنإِوَ  رَکِّْذلا  انَْلَّزَن  نُحَْن  اّنإِ 

Surely, We have revealed the Reminder and We will most surely be its guardian. (The “
(” Holy Qur’an; 21:32

The devils can never infiltrate into this guarded canopy and any time the followers of
Satan have attempted to transgress, they have been badly defeated and become

.examples for others

.قٍَّزمَُم َّلکُ  مْهُانَْقَّزمَوَ  ثَیدِاحَأَ  مْهُانَْلعَجَفَ 

So, We made them stories and scattered them with an utter scattering. (The Holy“
(” Qur’an; 34:19

Have a look at history and see what God has done to those who fought against the
:heavenly canopy

مْهِیِمرَْت .لَیِباَبأَ  اًرْیطَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  لَسَرْأَوَ  .لٍیِلضَْت  یِف  مْهُدَْیکَ  لْعَجْیَ  مَْلأَ  .لِیفِلا  بِاحَصْأَِب  کَُّبرَ  لَعَفَ  فَْیکَ  رََت  مَْلأَ  .مِیحِرّلا  نِمحْرّلا  اللهِا  مِسِْب 
.لٍوکُأْمَ فٍصْعَکَ  مْهُلَعَجَفَ  .لٍیِّجسِ  نِْم  هٍرَاجَحِِب 

In the Name of Allah the Most Compassionate the Most Merciful. Have you not“
considered how your Lord dealt with the possessors of the elephant? Did He not
cause their war to end in confusion, and send down to prey upon them birds in flocks
casting against them stones of baked clay; so, He rendered them like straw eaten up?

(” (The Holy Qur’an; 105:1-5

يذِ نَوْعَرِْفوَ  .دِاوَلاِـب  رَخَّْصلا  اوُباجـَ  نَیذِّـلا  دَومَُثوَ  .دِـلاِبلا  یِف  اهـَُلْثِم  قْلَخْیَ  مَْل  یِتّـلا  .دِامـَعِلا  تِاذَ  مَرَإِ  .دٍاعـَِب  کَُّبرَ  لَعـَفَ  فَْیکَ  رََت  مَْلأَ 
.دِاصَرْمِْلاِبَل کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  .بٍاذَعَ  طَوْسَ  کَُّبرَ  مُهِْیلَعَ  َّبصَفَ  .دَاسَفَلا  اهَیِف  اورُثَکْأَفَ  .دِلاِبلا  یِف  اوْغَطَ  نَیذِّلا  .دِاَتوْلأا 

Have you not considered how your Lord dealt“
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with Ad; the people of Ihram and the possessors of lofty buildings, the like of which

were not created in the other cities; and with (the people of) Thamud who hewed out
the rocks in the valley, and with Pharaoh, the lord of hosts; who committed inordinacy
in the cities; so, they made great mischief therein? Therefore, your Lord let down

upon them a portion of the chastisement. Most surely, your Lord is watching. (The
(” Holy Qur’an; 89:7-15

In the Holy Qur’an; Sura of al-Ankabut –the spider-, after speaking about the painful
:fate of the former nations afflicted with heavenly and earthly tribulations, God says

نَاکَ امَوَ  انَْقرَغْأَ ، نْمَ  مْهُْنِموَ  ضَرْلأَا  هِِب  انَْفسَخَ  نْمَ  مْهُْنِموَ  هُحَْیَّصلا  هُْتذَخَأَ  نْمَ  مْهُْنِموَ  اًبصِاحَ  هِْیلَعَ  انَْلسـَرْأَ  نْمَ  مْهُْنمِفَ  هِِبْنذَِب  اَنذْخَأَ  لاًّکُفَ 
.نَومُِلظْیَ مْهُسَفُْنأَ  اوُناکَ  نْکِلوَ  مْهُمَِلظْیَِل  اللهُا 

So, each We punished for his sin; of them was he on whom We went down a violent“
storm, and of them was he whom the rumbling overtook, and of them was he who We

made to be swallowed up by the earth, and of them was he who We drowned; and it
did not beseem Allah that he should be unjust to them, but they were unjust to their

(” own souls. (29:40

For thousands of years, those who disobeyed God have tried to transgress the
bounds of decency with their lusts and arrogance but they have been defeated with

humiliation. Nevertheless, the prophets’ laws have survived and the pleasant call of ‘I
bear witness that there is no god but
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Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,’ is heard at dawn, noon, and in the
:evening forever

.كَرَکْذِ کََل  انَْعفَرَوَ 

(” And We exalted for you (Prophet Muhammad) your esteem. (The Holy Qur’an; 94:4“

:Speaking about what earns people and what is worthless, God says

.ضِرْلأَا یِف  ثُکُمْیَفَ  سَاَّنلا  عُفَْنیَ  امَ  اَّمأَوَ  ءًافَجُ  بُهَذْیَفَ  دَُبَّزلا  اَّمأَفَ 

Then as for the scum, it passes away as a worthless thing; and as for that which“
(” profits people, it tarries in the earth. (The Holy Qur’an; 13:17

In the same way that the sun shines upon the decayed bodies of the unjust tribes of
Ad and Thamud whom were chastised by God, it will shine upon our dead bodies. The

.earth keeps on going round the sun forever

ِّلکُ یلَعَ  کََّنإِ  رُْیخَلا  كَدِیَِب  ءُاشََت  نْمَ  ُّلذُِتوَ  ءُاشََت  نْمَ  ُّزعُِتوَ  ءُاشََت  نَّْمِم  کَْلمُلا  عُزِْنَتوَ  ءُاشََت  نْمَ  کَْلمُلا  یِتؤُْت  کِْلمُلا  کَِلامَ  َّمهَُّللا  لُِق 
ِّیحَلا نَِم  تَِّیمَلا  جُرِخُْتوَ  تِِّیمَلا  نَِم  َّیحَلا  جُرِخُْتوَ  لِْیَّللا  یِف  رَاهََّنلا  جُِلوُتوَ  رِاهََّنلا  یِف  لَْیَّللا  جُِلوُت  .رٌیدِقَ  ءٍیْشَ 

Say: O Allah; Master of the Kingdom, Thou givest the kingdom to whomsoever Thou“
pleasest and take away the kingdom from whomsoever Thou pleasest and Thou
exaltest whom Thou pleasest and abasest whom Thou pleasest; in Thine hand is the
good. Surely, Thou hast power over all things. Thou makest the night pass into the day
and Thou makest the day pass into the night, and Thou bringest forth the living from

(” the dead and Thou bringest forth the dead from the living. (The Holy Qur’an; 3:26-7

To sum it up, the divine
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:laws are invincible and unchangeable

لاًیوِحَْت اللهِا  هَِّنسُِل  دَجَِت  نَْلوَ  لاًیدِْبَت  اللهِا  هَِّنسُِل  دَجَِت  نْلَفَ 

For you shall not find any alteration in the course of Allah; and you shall not find any“
(” change in the course of Allah. (The Holy Qur’an; 35:43

.It is the disobeying man who will come to perdition

هُسَْفَن مَلَظَ  دْقَفَ  اللهِا  دَودُحُ  َّدعَتَیَ  نْمَوَ 

Whoever goes beyond the limits of Allah indeed does injustice to his own soul. (The “… 
(” Holy Qur’an; 65:1

For what we have said we come to the conclusion that God neither needs our
obedience to Him nor does He fear our disobedience to Him, and that neither our

.obedience to Him benefit Him nor does our disobedience to Him harm Him

Rather it is we, human beings, who are strongly in need for God. We, human beings,
are obliged to be humble for Him. If God has accepted our servitude and submission,
it is a favor on His part, for if we thank Him all the time, we have done little of what we

.should do

Stages of Hajj

Beginning of the journey and going through different stages

After we have become familiar with the philosophy of Hajj and its sublime goals, we

should go on two parallel journeys, namely the journey of body (the physical journey)
and the journey of soul (the spiritual journey). We should be keen about the inner

.state, the spiritual effect, and its acceptance

Stage One: Pure Intention

.لٍغِاش ِّلکُ  نِم  یلاعَت  کَبَلقَ اللهِ  دِّْرجَف  َّجحلا  تَدرَأ  اذإِ 

When you intend for Hajj, purify your heart from what keeps you away from“

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 118 of 301

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Allah.”(1)79

Men of heart and pilgrims
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of the House of God, after getting to know the meaning of Hajj and before taking
provisions with them, purify their hearts and see whether their motivation in this
journey is godly or not. The aim of Hajj is to express the submission to God. Hence, a
pilgrim must keep away from physical desires and aims at obeying God, obtaining the

.rewards of the Hereafter, and escaping from the punishment of the Hereafter

If Hajj is made for fun, amusement, business, social prestige, and escape from
people’s blame, its true aim—devotion is lost. To test his pure intention, a pilgrim
should see whether he wants to perform Hajj for the above-mentioned purposes or

.he goes on Hajj for sake of God alone

If, for instance, a jurisprudent dissuades him from going on Hajj by telling that the
money should be spent on a more urgent case, it should not be painful for him. But if
he sees that not going on Hajj is painful for him; that he feels ashamed before people,

.then his intention of Hajj in not pure, and he must ask forgiveness for the same

Stage Two: Repentance

.بِونذلا نِم  هِصِلاخلا  هِبوَّتلا  ءِامب  لسِتَغْا  َّمُث 

Then purify yourself of sins by water of repentance.”(1)80“

Beyond doubt, the impure have no place among the pure. Purification is a prerequisite
for the beginning of the Hajj pilgrimage in the same way that prayer is not valid
without purification. Hajj, too, which is the circumambulation of the Kaaba and prayer

being a part of it, requires

p: 87

See Misbah ul-Shariah; chapter 21 - 1

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 120 of 301

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_87_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


purification that, too, with water of repentance from defaulted duties and violation of
.people’s rights

People’s rights, if financial like religious tax, atonement, and personal debts must be
fully paid, and for adventitious rights like backbiting, slander, dishonor, and nuisance,
one must beg pardon for every right that people have to him would be like a debtor
who asks him: Are you going to God’s House while you have ignored His instructions

?at home

He must seek the pleasure of his parents, relatives, and neighbors, too. He must also
:repent for the faults he has had so as to enter into the company of the purified

.نَیرِِّهطَتَمُلا ُّبحُِیوَ  نَیِباَّوَّتلا  ُّبحُِی  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

Surely, Allah loves those who turn much to Him, and He love those purify themselves.“
(” (The Holy Qur’an; 2:222

It is appropriate for him to do repentance according to the instructions reportedly
coming from the Holy Prophet (saw) as mentioned in the book titled Mafateeh ul-

.Jinan

Stage Three: Detachment From What Is Not Godly

.قَْلخَلاو هَحَارّلاو  ایندّلا  عِِّدوَو 

Say farewell to the world, comfort, and people.”(1)81“

One of the requirements of Hajj being a journey towards God is the detachment from
what is non-godly. It must be assumed that one will never return from this journey. It
is unwise for a pilgrim who wishes to visit God’s House to be preoccupied with his

.business, home, wife, and children

He must write his last will and testament so that if he passes away during the journey,
his financial affairs will be clear and trouble no one. In the same way that he takes

with him
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a provision for the journey and a means of transportation to Mecca, in the journey of
.death, too, he needs provision and means of transportation to the grave

رفَسّلا دِعُبو  قِیرطّلا  لِوطُو  دازّلا  هَِّلِق  نِم  هٍآ  هٍآ 

Alas! The provision is little, the way is long, the journey is far and the goal is hard to“
reach.”(1)82

.Then he entrusts his family to the true Guardian

نَیمِحِاَّرلا مُحَرْأَ  وَهُوَ  اًظِفاحَ  رٌْیخَ  اللهُافَ 

But Allah is the best Keeper, and He is the Most Merciful of the merciful ones. (The“
(” Holy Qur’an; 12:64

:Imam Sajjad (as) used to say

.ُّنجِلاو سُنلإا  َّیلَعَ  عَمَتَجا  وَل  تِامِلکلا  هِذه  تُلُق  اذإِ  یِلابأُ  امَ 

When I recite these words (of supplication), I am not afraid of anything even if jinn“
and men are banded together against me.”(2)83

:These words are

In the Name of Allah, with Allah, from Allah, to Allah, and for the sake of Allah. O Allah,“
to You I have yielded myself, to You I have turned my face, and to You I have
submitted all my affairs; so, guard me with the guard of faith from ahead of me, from
beyond me, from my right side, from my left side, from above me, and from beneath
me. And protect me with Your power and might—surely, all power and might belong

.” to You alone. You are the Most High, the Most Great

Choosing A Co-Traveler

Another important point to be observed is to choose a co-traveler in this spiritual
journey. In the same way that any cause of preoccupation in this journey is harmful,

any cause
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of remembrance of God, attention to the philosophy of Hajj, and a spiritual state is
extremely useful for a pilgrim. Hence, he must choose a co-traveler who is truly
reminder of God and keeps him in a permanent spiritual state. A pilgrim should refuse
to associate with those who, during this spiritual journey, which might happen only
once a lifetime, think of eating, sleeping, and joking all the time. A pilgrim should stop
complaining about the quantity and quality of the food as well as spending time in

.shopping

بِاحسّلا َّرمَ  ُّرمت  اهنإِف  صَرفُلا  اوزهتَنِا 

Seize the opportunities, for they are like transient clouds.”(1)84“

Good Temperament

هَبَحُّصلا نِسِحأَو 

Keep good company.”(2)85“

Good temperament is recommended but during Hajj, it is more praiseworthy, for the
journey is towards God and all pilgrims are God’s guests. To honor the guests is to

:honor the host. Imam Sadiq (as) says

دَیلجَلا سُمشّلا  ثُیمُت  امک  هَئَیطخَلا  ثُیمُی  نَسَحَلا  قَُلخُلا  َّنإ 

Good temperament diminishes the sins in the same way as the sun thaws ice.”(3)86“

Having good temperament means not only to avoid nuisance to anyone but also to
tolerate other people’s bad behaviors and to serve them with respect. A pilgrim
should be careful not to utter an indecent word. He should know that whatever he

.does is for the sake of God. Only then all hardships will be easy for him to tolerate

Halting Places

Halting Place 1: Miqat

point
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The Miqat is the place of getting into the state of Ihram in Umrah and Tamattu’. The
:following five places serve as Miqat

(Masjid ash-Shajarah (also known as Thu’l-Hulayfah

p: 90

See Safinatol-Bihar, Vol. 2 - 1
See Misbah ul-Shariah; chapter 21 - 2

See al-Mahajjatol Beizaa; vol. 3 - 3
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.is the Miqat for people of Medina who intend to go to Mecca

.Juhafah is the Miqat for those who head for Mecca through Damascus and Egypt

.Al-Aqiq is the Miqat for those who go to Mecca from Najd and Iraq

.Yalamlam is the Miqat for those who go to Mecca from Yemen

.Qarn al-Manaazil is the Miqat for people who go on Hajj through Ta’if

All those who head for God’s House have to stop in the Miqat, take off their ordinary
’. clothes, put on Ihram, and go to the Sacred Mosque while saying, ‘Labbayk

The Miqat is a station where a pilgrim waits for permission to enter God’s House and
purification from all pollutions. Hence, performing Ghusl (ritual washing of the body)
before putting on Ihram is a praiseworthy act for a pilgrim. After performing Ghusl,
men wrap themselves with two pieces of unstitched white clothes instead of elegant
clothes, which make people distinct from one another. They look like dead people in
shroud, detached from the world and entering the realm of submission. A pilgrim
takes off the robe of disobedience and puts on the garment of piety, prepared for

:saying

کَیّبَل کَل  کَیرشَ  لا  کَلمُلاو ، کَل  هَمَعّنلاو  دَمحَلا  نّإ  کَیّبل ، کَل  کَیرش  کَیّبَل لا  کَیّبَل ، َّمهُّللا  کَْیَّبَل 

Yes, here I am, O Lord, here I am. Here I am, there is no partner for You, here I am. “
.” Surely, praise, grace, and kingship are Yours. There is no partner for you. Here I am

When a pilgrim gets into the state of Ihram, he enters

p: 91
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into a sanctuary and is entitled to a special position, which he should really appreciate.
For this reason, the prophets and Imams (as) looked pale, trembled, and in some

.cases became unconscious in the state of Ihram and in saying Labbayk

Talbiyah (saying Labbayk) is the special words pronounced by the pilgrims of God’s
House. It is a song of love chanted by the bird of Paradise in response to a heavenly
and invisible call. Repetition of Talbiyah is a praiseworthy act of Ihram and a motto for

(. Muhrim (one in state of Ihram

تِوصّلا عُفر  ُّجـعلاو  ِّجَّثلاو –  ِّجعـَلاب  کََباحَـصأ  رُْم  هُل : لَاقف  مُلاـسلا  هِیلع  لُـیِئربجِ  هُاـتأ  مَرَحأَ  امـّل  هِِلآو  هِیلع  اللهُا  یّلصـَ  اللهِا  لَوسر  نّإ 
.نِدُبلا رُحن  ُّجثلاو  هِیِبلّتلاب ،

When the Messenger of Allah became Muhrim, Archangel Gabriel came to him“
saying: Tell your companions to say ‘Labbayk’ and sacrifice a camel.”(1)87

:The Holy Prophet (saw) is quoted by Imam Baqir (as) as saying

قِافّنلا نِم  هٍَئارَبو  رِاّنلا  نمَ  هٍَئاربِب  کٍلَمَ  فِلأ  فَْلأ  اللهُا  دَهَشْأَ  اًباسِتحْاو  اًنامیإِ  هًَّرمَ  نَیعِبسَ  هِِمارحإِ  یف  یَّبَل  نمَ 

Whoever says Labbayk for seventy times out of faith and devotion, Allah will assign“
thousands of angels to witness him immunity from the Fire (of Hell) and schism.”(2)88

:The Talbiyah of Imam Sadiq (as) was as follows

کَْیَّبَل جِرِاعمَلا  اذ  کَیّبَل ، کَل  کَیرشـَ  لا  کَلمُلاو ، کَل  هَمَعّنلاو  دَـمحَلا  نّإ  کَـیّبل ، کَـل  کَیرـش  ـلا  کَـیّبَل  کَـیّبَل ، َّمهُّللا  کَْـیَّبَل 
، کَْیَّبَل کَْیَّبَل  مِارکْلإاو  لِلاجَلا  اذ  کَْیَّبَل ، کَْیَّبَل  هِیِبلّتلا  لَهأ  کَْیَّبَل ، کَْیَّبَل  بِونذّـلا  رَاَّفغَ  کَْیَّبَل ، کَْیَّبَل  مِلاسـّلا  رِاد  یلإ  اًیعِاد  کَْیَّبَل ،

ئُدبُت کَْیَّبَل ، کَْیَّبَل  کیلإ  اًبوغرمو  اًبوهرم 
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کَْیَّبَل کَْیَّبَل  کَیدَبعَ  نباو  كَدُبع  کَْیَّبَل ، کَْیَّبَل  مِاظعِلا  بِرَکُلا  فَاشّکَ  کَْیَّبَل ، کَْیَّبَل  کَیلإ  دُاعمَلاو 

Yes, here I am, O Lord, here I am. Here I am, there is no partner for You, here I am. “
Surely, praise and blessings belong to You and the kingdom, too. There is no partner
for You, here I am. The Lord of the ways of Ascent, her I am, here I am. You call to the

.dwelling of peace, here I am, here I am. O Forgiver of sins, here I am, here I am

You are the worthiest of being answered, here I am, here I am. Lord of Glory and
Honor, here I am, her I am. I am coming towards You fearfully and willingly, here I
am, here I am. You are the Beginner and all the returns are towards You, here I am,
here I am. Remover of all sorrows, here I am, here I am. I am Your servant and the

son of Your two servants, here I am, her I am. O Generous One, here I am.”(1)89

Holding of Tongue Important in State of Ihram

A pilgrim has to hold his tongue, for a great number of man’s sins results from his
tongue. A man’s deeds can be ruined as a result of a slip of tongue. The Holy Prophet

:(saw) says

یّتح هُُبلقَ  مُیقتَـسیَ  لاو  هُُبلقَ ، مَیقتَـسیَ  یّتح  دٍـبعَ  نُامیِا  مُیقتَـسیَ  لا  مهِِتنَسـِلأ ؟ دُِـئاصح  لاّإ  رِاّـنلا  یف  مهِرِخِاـنمَ  یلعَ  سَاـنلا  ُّبکُیَ  لهـَو 
اللهِاب نُِمؤی  نَاک  نمَ.مِلسَفَ  ءٍوس  نع  تَکسَ  وأ  مَِنغَفَ  اًریخَ  مّلکََت  اًدبعَ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ  .هُُناسِل  مَیقتَسیَ 
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.تْکُسیِل وأ  اًریخَ  لْقُیلف  رِخَلآا  مِویَلاو 

Has the people’s being thrown into the Fire (of hell) on their faces been for any“
reason other than their tongues? The faith of a servant of Allah will not become

straight unless his heart is straight and his heart is not straight unless his tongue is
straight. Allah may have mercy upon a servant who speaks good words and enjoys its
blessings, refrains from speaking indecent words and is safe from its sinister
consequence. He who believes in Allah and the Last Day must say good wording or

keep silent.”(1)90

Therefore, it is incumbent on the pilgrims to be careful about what they say and not to
invalidate their great acts. They must refrain from telling lies, backbiting, swearing,
taking oaths, self-praising, finding faults with others, mocking, joking, and vexing

.others

.ِّجحَْلا یِف  لَادَجِ  لاوَ  قَوسُُف  لاوَ  ثَفَرَ  لافَ  َّجحَلا  َّنهِیِف  ضَرَفَ  نْمَفَ  تٌامَوُلْعمَ  رٌهُشْأَ  ُّجحَْلاَ 

The pilgrimage is (performed in) the well known months; so whoever determines the“
performance of the pilgrimage therein, there shall be no intercourse nor fornication

(” nor quarreling amongst one another. (The Holy Qur’an; 2:197

:The Holy Prophet (saw) says

.اّیرَ _ ُّثلا نِم  دَعَبأَ  اهِب  يوِهیَ  هَُئاسُلجُ  اهب  کُحِضُیفَ  هٍمِلکَب  مُّلکتیََل  لَجُرّلا  َّنإ 

On many occasions, a man may say something to make his companions laugh but as“
a result of the same words he will go far from Allah’s mercy as much as the distance

between the earth and the heavens.”(2)91

اجَن تَمَصَ  نمَ 

Whoever keeps silent will be delivered.”(3)92“

:Jesus Christ (as) is quoted as saying

مَلاکَلا اورِثکُت  لا 
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.نَوملَعیَ نکِلو لا  مهُُبولُق  هٌیسِاق  اللهِا  رِکذِ  رِیغَ  یف  مَلاکَلا  نَورِثکُی  نَیذِلا  نّإف  اللهِا  رِکْذِ  رِیغَ  یف 

Do not speak too much save in remembering Allah, for those who speak too much“
but do not remember Allah are hardhearted but they do not know.”(1)93

Therefore, a pilgrim should keep on remembering God and pronouncing His Names.
To be reckless in a state of Ihram, to let eyes, ears, and tongues free to do what they
wish, to insult the cook, the courier, and the co-travelers means to dishonor the Host

.in His House. We seek refuge to God from ignorance

O brethren of sincerity and God’s confidants, let us say Labbayk from the bottom of
our hearts in unison: Yes, here I am, O Lord, here I am. Here I am, there is no partner

.for You, here I am

Halting Place 2: Mataaf

point

قِیِتعَْلا تِْیبَْلاِب  اوُفَّوَّطیَْلوَ 

(” And let them go round the Ancient House. (The Holy Qur’an; 22:29 “… 

We now enter the city of Mecca where the Messenger of God was born and the Holy
Qur’an was revealed. It is the descending place of the revelation and the angels. It is a
city of security. Its safety has covered both plants and animals. No one has the right to

.cut off a plant, to harm an animal even to scare away the birds form their nests

For this reason, the birds of the Sacred Mosque are accustomed to bet people and fly
here and there without being scared. This, by itself, shows the spread of overall

justice in
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the world of Islam to the extent that even plants and animals are secure from
.aggression let alone the human beings who have superior rights

Mecca, the Mother of cities, is the birthplace of the real civilizations of human beings,
a civilization devoid of corruption, indecency, and plundering, a civilization that
generates godly, trustworthy, truthful, faithful, and pious human beings. Such a

.civilization produced the Holy Qur’an that has its rise from the horizon of Mecca

Therefore, Mecca is the mother of the cities where actual humanity lived. Mecca is the
generator of a magnificent human civilization devoid of bestiality. Mecca is the city of
monotheism, a sacred center, which houses the Ancient House, the ancient temple as

.well as the international Muslims’ Kiblah

We now go through the streets of Mecca, though overcrowded but dignified and
tranquillizing, and approach the Sacred Mosque. We see the flood of pilgrims pour into
the magnificent Mosque and enthusiastically go towards the Kaaba through different
gates opened to the guests of God. We, too, enter the Mosque and our eager look
falls on the Kaaba, and edifice of glory and majesty having its head in heaven, casting
its shade upon God’s servants and spreading its lap to give comfort to God’s guests

.who have come here from distant places with much trouble

Like moths attracted to bright lights, the pilgrims, fascinated by the Kaaba, go round
and embrace it as the dearest one, expressing their need to the One Who is free from

want. They are
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:deeply impressed by the scene. They start weeping and praising the House of God

.نَیملاعلل يًدهُو  اًکرَابُم  اًنْمأَو ، سِاّنلل  هًَباثمَ  کَلعجَو  کَمََّرکَو  کَفََّرشَو  کَمَّظعَ  يذّلا  دُمحَلا اللهِ 

Praise is due to Allah Who gave you dignity and honor making you pilgrimage for men“
and place of security, blessed and guidance for the people of the world.”(1)94

Yes, this is the House of the Lord of the heavens and the earth. It is a house whose

magnificence makes the kings’ hearts sink and whose majesty and awe made the
:prophets prostrate themselves before it saying

هِّنجَلاب هِیلع  قْدّصَتَفَ  کَِبابِب  کَُنیکسِم  كَرُیقفَ  کُُلِئاس 

O Lord, Your humble, poor, and needy servant has come to Your House. Do him favor “
by giving a portion of Paradise to him.”(2)95

كَدُبعَ دُبعَلاو  کَُمرَحَ  مُرَحَلاو  کُُتیب  تُیبلا  مّهُّللا 

O Lord, the House is Yours, the Sanctuary is Yours, the servant too is Yours.”(3)96“

Imam Baqir (as) by the side of the Kaaba

:Aflah, the slave whom was set free by Imam Baqir (as) reports

I was accompanying Imam Bqir (as) during Hajj. When he entered the Sacred Mosque

and his look fell on the Kaaba, he was overwhelmed by weeping. I said, ‘My parents
be ransoms for you, people are watching you, can you not lower your voice to a
whisper?’ The Imam answered, ‘O Aflah, this is Allah’s House, why should I not be

.’ weeping? Perhaps He will look at me favorably making me delivered in the Hereafter

The Imam then circumambulated the Kaaba, performed the Tawaf Prayer in its
proper place, and went into prostration. When he raised his head, I saw that
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his forehead was wet with tears.(1)97

Beware, This Is the Precinct of the Kaaba, and A Holy Place

This is the place before which all the prophets from Adam (as) to the seal of the
prophets (saw) as well as the immaculate Imams were humble, made

circumambulation, and prostrated themselves. Traditions say that after the

descending of Adam (as) –from Paradise-, God made a dome of white pearl in the
present place of the Kaaba for him to circumambulate it. The dome survived until the
time of Noah’s flood when God took it to the heavens. Since then, the site of the
Kaaba became a place for circumambulation for the prophets (as) until the time of

.Prophet Ibrahim (as) who was missioned by God to build the Kaaba

تِیبَلا نَاکمَ  مَیهِاربلإِ  انْأوَّب  ذْإِو 

(. And when we assigned to Ibrahim the place of the House. (The Holy Qur’an; 22:26“

لُیعِامَسْإِوَ تِْیبَلا  نَِم  دَعِاوقَلا  مُیهِارََبإِ  عُفَرْیَ  ذْإِوَ 

And when Ibrahim and Ismail raised the foundations of the House. (The Holy Qur’an;“
(” 2:127

With the passage of time, the Kaaba was sometimes completely or partially subject to
changes. Yet it continued to survive with its majesty and glory and the ummah is

.enjoying its blessings

Survival of the Kaaba, A Wonder

It is a wonder that all the royal palaces built throughout history have been demolished

but the Kaaba, a house built of mud and stone about four thousand years ago by
Prophet Ibrahim and his son Ismail (as) in a parched land is still upright and will

.continue to be loved by human beings until the Day of Judgment

What is more wonderful is the attraction of this
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House. So many glorious and majestic buildings in the world are found in areas of
good climate, but the Kaaba attracts people to itself without having means of
entertainment or being satisfying people’s pleasure. The reason however is natural. It
is God Himself Who has created this attraction in people’s hearts through Prophet

:Ibrahim’s supplication

.قٍیمِعَ ٍّجفَ  ِّلکُ  نِْم  نَیِتأْی  رٍِماضَ  ِّلکُ  یلعَوَ  لاًاجَرِ  كَوُتأْی  ِّجحَلاب  سِاَّنلا  یف  نِّْذأَوَ 

And proclaim among men the pilgrimage: they will come to you on foot and on every“
(” lean camel, coming from every remote path. (The Holy Qur’an; 22:27

:A quotation from Imam Sadiq (as) refers to the same secret

یّبلَفَ ...َّجحـَلا  مُّلهَ  َّجحـَلا ، مُّلهَ  يدَان : مُّث  نٍکْرُ  یلعَ  مُیهاربإِ  دَعـَقَ  هُؤانِب  َّمَتو  تِیبَلا  ءِاـنبب  مُلاسـّلا  اـمهِیلعَ  لُیعِامسـْإو  مُیهِارَبإ  رَِمأُ  امـّل 
نمَو اًسمْخ  َّجحِی  اًسمْخ  یّبَل  نمَو  اًرشعَ  َّجحِی  اًرشـْعَ  یّبل  نمَفَ  .لّجَو  زّع  اللهِا  یَعِاد  کَیّبَل  اللهِا  یَعِادَ  کَیَّبَل  لِاجرّلا  بِلاصـْأ  یف  سُاّنلا 

.َّجحِی مل  ِّبلَُی  مل  نمَو  اًدحِاو  َّجحَ  اًدحِاو  یّبَل  نمَو  کَلذ  دِدَعَِبفَ  کَلذ  نِم  رَثَکأ  یّبَل 

When Prophets Ibrahim and Ismail (as) were assigned to build the House and they“
completed it, Prophet Ibrahim (as) sat on a pillar calling people to Hajj. Then people in
men’s loins gave a positive response to the call of Allah. Whoever said Labbayk for ten
times performs ten times of Hajj, whoever said for five times performs five times of
Hajj, whoever said more performs more, and whoever said Labbayk once performs

only one time of Hajj and one who did not say Labbayk performs no Hajj.”(1)98

Importance of the Circumambulation of the Kaaba

Circumambulation

p: 99

See al-Kafi; Vol. 4 p.206 hadith 6 - 1
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means to go round something. This act shows the utmost degree of love to the extent
that a lover wishes to sacrifice himself for the beloved. A real pilgrim who has thirst for
meeting his Beloved has been detached from everything. By going round the House of

.the Beloved, he wishes to prove that he desires nothing but God

The planets circumambulate the sun, for they take everything from it. Inside an atom,
the electrons circumambulate the protons. The whole universe ranging from the

.invisible particles to the planets and galaxies circumambulate

Man, being a part of the universe, should circumambulate, too, with the difference
that the planets circumambulate in a compulsory way according to the laws of nature,
but man, the rational being and possessor of free will, circumambulates with his logic
and will a House God has appointed to honor human beings. Hence, it is natural for
Muslims to offer their prayers, to sit, to stand, to recite the Holy Qur’an, to sleep, to lie
down at the moment of death, to be put in grave, and finally to be in that direction

.during their lifetimes and death

نَیمَِلاعَلا ِّبرَ  یِتاممَوَ اللهِ  يَایحْمَوَ  یکِسُُنوَ  یِتلاصَ  َّنإِ  لُْق 

Say: Surely my prayer and my sacrifice and my life and my death are all for Allah, the“
(” Lord of the worlds. (The Holy Qur’an; 6:162

The position of one who has the honor of circumambulation

As for one who has given a positive response to God’s call and has managed to attend
His House, he is honorable guest received by the Honorable Host

p: 100
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:Who gives abundantly and freely

لِیلقَلاِب رَیثکَلا  یطِْعُی  نْمَ  ایَ 

O’ He Who gives much in return of very little deeds.”(1)99“

Imam ‘Ali (as) was asked: What is the meaning of a pilgrim’s act when he restores to
:the Kaaba and catches hold of its curtains? He (as) answered

هِِبنذَ نعَ  یفاجتَی  نْأ  هُل  عُضَخْیو  هِیَلِا  عَُّرضتَیَو  هِِبوثِب  قٌِّلعَتَُم  وهفَ  بٌنذَو  هٌیَانجِ  رَخَآ  دَنعِ  هُل  لٍجرَ  لُثَمَ  هُُلثَمَ 

His act is like one who has committed an offence against another person and now“
while regretting, he appeals to him, takes hold of his garment, and humbly asks for

pardon.”(2)100

Under such circumstance, a magnanimous person is required to show favor and
forgiveness. God Who is the most magnanimous will be certainly generous and

.forgiving towards His servant

(: The following glad tidings reached us from the Holy Prophet (saw

ِّلکُ یف  رَجَحَلا   مُِلتَسیَو  هُرَصََب  ُّضغُیَو  هُاطخُ  نَیَب  بُرِاقُی  اًیِفاح  هِسِأرَ  نعَ  اًرسـِاح  سُمَّشلا  لُوزَت  نَیحِ  تِْیبَلا  اذهِب  فُوطیَ  فٍِئاط  نِم  ام 
هٍنَسـَحَ فَلأ  نَیعبسـَ  هٍوَطخُ  ِّلکـُِب  هَُل  لّـجو  زّع  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  ـّلاإ  هِِناـسِل  نعَ  لّـجو  زّع  اللهِا  رَکْذِ  عُطَقیَ  ـلاو  اًدحـَأَ  يَذِؤُی  نْأ  رِیغَ  نِم  فٍاوطَ 

یف عَِّفشُو  مٍهَردِ  فِلاآ  هُرَشَعَ  هٍبَقَرَ  ِّلکَ  نُمَث  هٍبَقَرَ  فَلأ  نَیعِبس  هُنع  قَتَعأَو  هٍجَرَدَ  فَلأ  نَیعبسَ  هُل  عَفَرَو  هٍئَِّیسـَ  فَلأ  نَیعبسـَ  هُنع  یحَمو 
.هُلَجَآفَ ءَاش  نْإو  هُلَجَاعفَ  ءَاش  نْإ  هٍجَاح  فَلأ  نَوعبسَ  هُل  تْیَضُِقو  هِِتیَب  لِهأ  نِم  نَیعِبسَ 

For every pilgrim who circumambulates the Kaaba at noon bareheaded and bare-“
footed, takes short paces, lowers his eyes out of modesty, touches the Black Stone in

,every circumambulation, harms no one, and keeps on remembering Allah

p: 101

.This is a statement of the Du’aa –supplication- of month of Rajab - 1
See Qadi Saeed Qummi’s Asrar ul-Ibadat, p. 230 - 2
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Allah will write seventy thousand rewards for him, remove from him seventy
thousand wrongdoings, promotes him seventy thousand ranks, sets free on his behalf
seventy thousand slaves worth ten thousand dirhams each, give him the right of
intercession for seventy persons of his relatives, and fulfill seventy thousand of his

demands either immediately or later on.”(1)101

:Imam Sadiq (as) says

.اهَنع هِرِصَبََب  فَرصَنیَ  یّتحَ  هٌئَِّیسَ  هُنع  یحَمُتو  هٌنَسَحَ  هُل  بُتَکُت  لْزَیَ  مل  هِبَعکَلا  یلا  رَظَن  نمَ 

Whoever looks at the Kaaba, as long as his eyes are on it, rewards are written for“
him and his wrongdoings are written off until he turns his look from it.”(2)102

.نَیرظِاّنلل نَورشعِو  نَیّلصَمُلِل  نَوعَبرأَو  نَیفِِئاطّلل  نَوُّتسِ  اهنم  هًمَحرَ ؛ هََئاِمو  نَیرشعِ  هِبَعکَلا  لَوحَ  یلاعَت  َّنإِ اللهِ 

There are a hundred and twenty kinds of Allah’s mercy in the precinct of the Kaaba;“
sixty of them are for those who circumambulate, forty for those who perform prayers

there, and twenty for whose who look at it.”(3)103

Therefore, one must take care to obtain the highest degrees of divine profit with the
.easiest acts

.مِیظِعَلا لِضْفَلا  وذُ  اللهُاو  ءُاشَیَ  نْمَ  هِیِتؤُْی  اللهِا  لُضْفَ  کَِلذَ 

That is Allah’s grace; He grants it to whom He pleases, and Allah is the Lord of mighty“
(” grace. (The Holy Qur’an; 62:4

Halting Place 3: Mas’aa

(Mas’aa(4

.اللهِا رِِئاعَشَ  نِْم  هَوَرْمَلاوَ  افََّصلا  َّنإِ 

Surely, the Safa and the Marwa are among the signs appointed by Allah. (The Holy“
(” Qur’an; 2:158

After the completion of the circumambulating the Kaaba and the Tawaf Prayer, a
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pilgrim must perform Sa’y, that is, he has to walk between Mount Safa and

p: 102

See al-Kafi; Vol. 4 p.412 hadith 3 - 1
See al-Kafi; Vol. 4 p. 240 hadith 4 - 2
See al-Kafi; Vol. 4 p240 hadith 2 - 3

Mas’aa is the place of Sa’y - 4
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Mount Marwa for seven times starting from Mount Safa and ending with Mount

Marwa. By this cat, a pilgrim reveals his spiritual worry that he cannot abandon the
.Beloved’s House

Hence, he leaves it and returns. Standing on the top of Mount Safa, he eagerly looks
at the Kaaba and sheds tears, has communion with God and comes down for Mount

Marwa with special sincerity, join the crowd whose supplication fills the Mas'a. He
traverses this distance with Harwala (fast pace), which is praiseworthy act. Every time

:he goes forward and returns, he becomes more purified. Imam Sadiq (as) says

.دٍینعَ رٍاّبجَ  ُّلکُ  هِیف  ُّلذِیَ  هَّنأَ  کَلذو  یِْعَّسلا  عِضِومَ  نِم  یلاعَتو  كَرَابت  اللهِا  یلإ  بُحَأَ  کٌسَْنمَ  لّجو  زّع  امَ اللهِ 

There is no position more honorable to Allah than the Mas’a, for every arrogant and“
disobedient become humble there.”(1)105

With this worrisome shuttle, a pilgrim is reminded of a worried mother who, four
thousand years ago, shuttled seven times between Mount Safa and Mount Marwa in
search of water for her thirsty infant, supplicating to God until her prayer was

:answered, according to the Holy Qur’anic Verse

ءَوُّسلا فُشِکْیَوَ  هُاعَدَ  اذَإِ  َّرطَضْمُلا  بُیجُِی  نَّْمأَ 

or who answers the distressed one when he calls upon Him and removes the evil? “… 
(” (27:62

Hence, limpid water gushed out of that dead land and gave new life to Hagar –the
mother- and Ismail –the child. The wonder is that the same water is gushing out to

this date from the well known as Zamzam, giving a spiritual life to

p: 103

See Ilal ush-Shara’ie; vol. 2 p.118 hadith 1 - 1
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.the pilgrims. To drink from it and pour upon one’s head are praiseworthy acts

.مٍْقسُو ءٍاد  ِّلکُ  نِم  اًعسِاو  اًقزْرِوَ  اًعِفان  اًملعِ  هُْلعَجْا  مّهُّللاَ 

O Lord, make it useful knowledge, abundant subsistence, and healing for every“
disease.”(1)106

If man reflects a little bit on this holy place, he will most probably go through a
spiritual change and realize how gates of God’s mercy are opened to the pure and

.devoted servants

Supplication by a broken-hearted mother can cleave unshakable mountains causing
gushing of water from dead land and opening the gates of favor and mercy from an

.invisible world

.مِیظِعَلا شِرْعَلا  ُّبرَ  وَهُوَ  تُْلَّکوََت  هِْیلَعَ  وَهُ  لاّإِ  هََلإِ  اللهُا لا  یَِبسْحَ  لْقُفَ  اوَّْلوََت  نْإِفَ 

But if they turn back, say: Allah is sufficient for me, there is no Allah but He; on Him do“
(” I rely and He is the Lord of mighty power. (The Holy Qur’an; 9:129

Man’s call upon God is answered only if such a call is from the bottom of the heart. A
spiritual change makes dried trees green and fruitful, and causes water to gush out of
a hot desert. Virgin Mary (as) who had the pangs of childbirth and was moaning to God

:saying

ایسِْنمَ ایًسَْن  تُْنکُوَ  اذَ�هَ  لَْبقَ  ُّتِم  یِنتَْیَل  ایَ  تَْلاقَ  هِلَخَّْنلا  عِذْجِ  �یَلإِ  ضُاخَمَْلا  اهَءَاجَأَفَ 

Oh, would that I had died before this and had been a thing quite forgotten. (The Holy“
(,” Qur’an; 19:23

:heard God’s voice through her infant

{24  } ایرِسَ کِتَحَْت  کُِّبرَ  لَعَجَ  دْقَ  یِنزَحَْت  اَّلأَ  اهَِتحَْت  نِْم  اهَادَانَفَ 

{25  } ایِنجَ ابًطَرُ  کِْیلَعَ  طِْقاسَُت  هِلَخَّْنلا  عِذْجِِب  کِْیَلإِ  يِّزهُوَ 

یِبرَشْاوَ یِلکُفَ 
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p: 104

See al-Wafi; vol. 2 - 1
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{26  } ایسِْنإِ مَوْیَْلا  مَِّلکَأُ  نْلَفَ  امًوْصَ  نِ�مَحَّْرلِل  تُرْذََن  یِّنإِ  یِلوقُفَ  ادًحَأَ  رِشَبَْلا  نَِم  َّنِیرََت  اَّمإِفَ  انًْیعَ �  يِّرقَوَ 

Then (the child) called out to her from beneath her: Grieve not, surely your Lord has“
made a stream to flow beneath you; and shake towards you the trunk of the palm
tree, it will drop on you fresh ripe dates. So, eat and drink and refresh the eye. (The

(” Holy Qur’an; 19:24-6

,To defend his mother’s innocence, the infant Jesus (as) spoke

ایِبَن یِنلَعَجَوَ  بَاتَکِْلا  یَِناَتآ  هَِّللا  دُْبعَ  یِّنإِ  لَاقَ 

Surely, I am a servant of Allah; He has given me the Book and made me a prophet.“
(” (The Holy Qur’an; 19:30

Also, a Sura has taken the name of Virgin Mary so as to testify to her purity and
.innocence until the Day of Judgment

Hagar, a faithful woman and wife of Prophet Ibrahim (as) who has been abandoned in
a burning desert according to God’s order, relies on God alone and has set her hope in

:Him. What else can she do save supplicating to Him

.يرِْمأ یف  رَظََّنلاو  يرّضُ  فَشْکَ  هُُلأسْأ  كَرُیغَ  یل  نمَ  یِّبرَو  یهِلإِ 

My Lord and Nourisher, have I anyone except You from Whom I can seek the “
dislodging of my evils and understanding of my problems?”(1)107

The result of Hagar’s supplication was that limpid water gushed out from under her
:infant’s feet

.هُُبسْحَ وَهُفَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ  لَّْکوَتَیَ  نْمَوَ  بُسِتَحْیَ  ثُْیحَ لا  نِْم  هُْقزُرْیَوَ  اًجرَخْمَ  هَُل  لْعَجْیَ  اللهَا  قَِّتیَ  نْمَوَ 

And whoever is careful of his duty to Allah, He will make for him “… 

p: 105

.This statement is quoted from Du’aa –the supplication of- Kumayl - 1
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an outlet and give him sustenance from whence he thinks not; and whoever trusts in
(” Allah, He is sufficient for him. (The Holy Qur’an; 65:2-3

Hagar’s act, which is a symbol of monotheism, reliance on God, and detachment from
what is not godly, has become one of the pillars of the Hajj rites and a duty for the
Hajj pilgrims. The act of Sa’y must be performed with the presence of heart and effort

.must be made not to miss the spiritual opportunity

Halting Place 4: Mount Arafat

point

The first days of Dhu’l-Hijja are full of tumult in Mecca. Like a kind mother, this holy
city opens her arms to the pilgrims. Thanks to the blessing God has bestowed on
Mecca, pilgrims are not in strait in terms of accommodations. They all feel

.comfortable and have peace of mind

Those pilgrims who intend to perform Hajj at-Tamattu’ have to stay in Mecca to
perform Umrah first. Those intending to perform Hajj al-Qiran and Hajj al-Ifrad and
those whose Hajj precedes Umrah enter Mecca in groups so as to put on Ihram, to

.say Labbayk, and to leave Mecca for Arafat

Umrah is an individual rite that does not need to be coordinated with others and can
be performed on any day. However, Hajj, being a social event, must begin and end on
a special day. Therefore, all those who intend to perform Hajj have to come to Mecca

before the eighth of Dhu’l-Hijja and those who are late for an excuse have to join the
pilgrims on the

p: 106
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.ninth of Dhu’l-Hijja before noon

The huge caravan of the pilgrims moves towards Arafat in the afternoon of the eighth
day. Heads are bare and bodies covered with two pieces of white unstitched clothes.
Having with them provision for a few-day stay in the plain, and saying Labbayk whose

spiritual echo is filling Mecca and the north-eastern plains, the pilgrims move in
.groups to gather in the plain of Arafat at noon of the ninth day

?Where Is Arafat

Arafat is a smooth and flat plain about twenty-four kilometers away from Northern
Mecca in the lap of Jabal ur-Rahmah (literally meaning, Mount of Mercy). Arafat is a
holy place God has appointed to receive His guests. The banquet is in Mount Mercy so

.that all guests can enjoy God’s infinite blessings each according to his capacity

Man will not become familiar with God as long as he is attached to the world

If man is left to himself, like children who have no power of distinction, he is attracted
towards colorful toys. During Prophet Muhammad’s Midnight Ascension, God said to

:him

.هِب َّرتَغِا  ضِِماحلاو  وِلحُلا  نِم  اًئیشَ  یَطِعأُ  اذإِو  رِفَصلأاو  رِضَخلأا  یلإ  رظََن  اذإ  ِّیِبَّصلا  اذه  لَثِم  نَوکَت  نْأ  رذَحْإ  دُمَحأَ ، ایَ 

O Ahmed, beware of being like a child who is deceived when looking at something“
green and yellow or tasting something sour and sweet.”(1)108

God’s address is aimed to make man aware of his grave position. In the plain of
Arafat, a pilgrim is like a dead man who has been detached from everything and
wearing a shroud and waiting for God’s mercy. It is in this state that man can have

communion

p: 107

See Ad-Deilami’s Irshad ul-Quloub; hadith: Mi’raj - 1
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:with God and say from the bottom of his heart

اًبیصِن کَِّبحُ  نِم  هُل  لْعَجت  مل  دٍبعَ  هُقَْفصَ  ترَسِخَو  اًبیِقرَ  اهیلَع  كَارَت  نٌیعَ لا  تْیَمِعَ 

Let those eyes which do not see You as Watching be blind and let the asset (life) of a “
servant who has no share of Your love lead to loss.”(1)109

The rite of staying in Arafat begins at the noon of the ninth of Dhu’l-Hijja and ends at
the sunset of the same day. The time of this religious act is short but its divine
blessings are great. Hearing a beggar asking people for something, Imam Sajjad (as)

:said

اًدیعِسَ نَوکیَ  نأ  مِویَلا  اذه  یف  لِابجِلا  نِوطُب  یف  امِل  یجَرُیل  هّنإ  مِاقملا ؟ اذهَ  یف  لُأَست  اللهِا  رَیغَأ  کَحَیوَ ،

Woe to you! Are you asking people for help in this place while Allah’s mercy today is“
so comprehensive that what is in mountains is hoped to receive His general mercy

and become prosperous.”(2)110

By ‘what is in mountains’ the Imam (as) perhaps meant plants growing on the
mountains as a result of whose transformation a prosperous man would be born. A
man in the Sacred Mosque asked Imam Sadiq (as): “Whose sin is greater than

:others?” The Imam (as) answered

یف لَاق  مُّث  مَیهِارْبإ  مِاقمَ  فَلخَ  یّلصـَو  تِیبَلا  اذهب  فَاطَ  مّث  نِیلَبَجَلا  نِیذَه  نَیَب  یعسـَو  هِفَِلدَزمُلاو ، هَفَرَعَ  نِیفَِقومَلا ؛ نِیذَهَب  فْقِی  نمَ 
اًرزوِ سِانلا  مِظَعأ  نِم  وَهفَ  هُل  رْفِغیَ  مل  هللا  َّنأ  َّنظَ  وأ  هِسِْفَن 

He who stays in Arafat and al-Muzdelifa, performs the Sa’y between Mount Safa and“
Mount Marwa, circumambulates the Kaaba, performs

p: 108

This statement is part of Imam al-Husayn’s Du’aa on the Day of Arafat; the ninth of - 1
.Dhu’l-Hijja

See al-Wafi; vol. 2 Section: Hajj p.42 - 2
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prayer in the standing-place of Ibrahim, and after completing all these acts says to
himself or has the impression that Allah has not forgiven him is the biggest

sinner.”(1)111

:Imam Baqir (as) says

هل بُاجتَـسُیفَ  رُجِافلا  امّأَو  هُایندُو ، هِِترخِآ  یف  هُل  بُاجتَـسُیف  ُّربَلا  امّأَف  .هُل  اللهُا  بَاجتَـسا  لاإ  رٌجِاف  لاو  ٌّرَب  لِابجِلا  کَلِت  یلع  دٌحـَأ  فُقِیَ  امَ 
.هُایندُ یف 

The duaas –supplications- of every pious or impious man who stays in Arafat and al-“
Mash’ar will be absolutely answered. The duaas of a pious man will be fulfilled in
matters regarding this world and the Hereafter but the duaas of an impious man will

be fulfilled only in matters regarding this world.”(2)112

:Imam Sadiq (as) says

نِم هَفَرَعََب  فَقو  لٍجُرَ  نِم  امَو  .نَینِمؤمُلا  نِم  هِرَوکُلا  کَلِت  لِهلأَ  اللهُا  رَفَغَ  ـلاإ  نَینِمؤمُلا  نِم  هَفَرَعَِب  فَقو  هٍرَوکُ  لِـهْأ  نِم  لٍجـُرَ  نِم  امـَ 
نَینِمؤمُلا نِم  تِیبَلا  کَلذ  لِهلأ  اللهُا  رَفَغَ  لاإ  نَینِمؤمُلا  نِم  تٍیب  لِهْأ 

For a believing man of any village who stays in Arafat, Allah will forgive all the“
believing people of that village, and for a single man of a believing family who stays in

Arafat, Allah will forgive all the believing members of that family.”(3)113

Day of Arafat Is the Day of Supplication To God

The Day of Arafat among all the days of the year has a special advantage for duaas—
supplication to God. Duaas and asking for settlement of the needs of this world and
the Hereafter are some of the most important acts of today. Fasting on such a day
with all its virtues, if it leads to weakness in supplication will become blameworthy.

Duaa

p: 109

See al-Wafi; vol. 2 Section: Hajj p.42 - 1
See al-Kafi; Vol. 4 p. 262 hadith 38 - 2
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See al-Wafi; vol. 2 Section: Hajj p.42 - 3
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.opens the gates of God’s mercy to His servants

Duaa Has Its Own Effect

The Immaculate Imams (as) say that there are two ways to win God’s mercy: deed
and duaa. Those who practice good deeds enter through the gate of justice and are
rewarded, but those who resort to duaa enter through the gate of grace and receive

.mercy

Ibn-Fahd Hilli, in his book titled Oddatol Daee, quotes the prayer book of Muhammad

:ibn Saffar on the authority of the Holy Prophet (saw) as saying

نیذّـلا لُوقیَف  هَِّنجَلا  یف  مهُعُمَجی  مُّث  مهِیطِعُیفَ  نَیِقدِاص  هَُنولأسیَ  نَیرخَآو  مْهِیطْعُیفَ  نَولمَعیَ  اًداـبعِ  َّنإ اللهِ  .مکُیلعَ  َّنیَطِْعُیَل  وأَ  اللهَا  َّنُلأَسـْتََل 
ءِلاؤهَ ینَلأَسَو  اًئیشـَ  مکُِلاـمعْأ  نِم  مکُْتِلاَ  ملو  مکُرَوجأُ  مکُُتیطَعأ  يدِاـبعِ  لُوقیفَ : ءِـلاؤهَ ؟ تَیطَعأَ  اـمِبفَ  اـنتَیطَعْأفَ ، اـنْلمِعَ  اـنَّبرَ  اولمِعَ :

.ءُاشأَ نمَ  هِیِتوأُ  یِلضفَ  وهُو  مهُُتیطَعأَفَ 

Request from Allah so that He will grant. Allah bestows blessing upon a group of His“
servants in return for their deeds, and to another group in return for their sincere
supplications. Then He will gather both groups in Paradise. The first will say: Our Lord,
We were men of good deeds and You granted our requests but how about these
people? Allah will say: My servants, I gave you your rewards fully. Those people too
requested from Me and I gave them a share of My abundant Grace and Mercy. I will

give to anyone I wish.”(1)114

Those who perform their religious duties and reach the highest degree of eternal
:prosperity enter Paradise through the gate of Deed according to the Qur’anic Verse

.نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَ  امَب   ِ ءًازَجَ

This is) a reward “)

p: 110

See Sharhu Nahjil-Balagha; vol. 4 p.263 and Oddat ud-Daee; p.28 - 1
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(” for what they used to do. (56:24

There is another gate by the name of Request or supplication. Not all people can enter
through this gate. In the same way that practicing good deed is not easy, requesting
from God is not easy either, for it requires a living heart, weeping eyes, and a spiritual

:state. God says

مْکَُل بْجِتَسْاَ  یِنوعُدُْا 

(” Call upon Me, I will answer you.(The Holy Qur’an; 40:60“

:Let us now become unison with Imam Sajjad (as) and say

ایاطخَلا تِرَقَوأَ  يذِّلا  انأ  کَْیدیَ ، نَیَب  حٌورطْمَ  ِّبرَ  ای  اذ  اَنأ  اه  کَیدَْعسـَو ، کَیّبَل  لَاقفَ  ءِاعدّـلاِب  هَُترمَأَ  يذِـلا  كُدُـبعَ  یهِلإِ ، ای  اَنأوَ ،
كَاذِل هُنِم  لاًهْأ  نْکَُت  ملو  كَاصعَ  هِِلهْجَب  يذّلا  انأو  هُرَمُعُ  بُونُّذلا  تِنَْفأ  يذّلا  انأو  هُرَهظَ 

And I, my Allah, am Thy servant whom Thou commanded to supplicate and who said:“
I am at Thy service and disposal. Here I am, my Lord, thrown before Thee. I am he
whose back offenses have weighed down! I am he whose lifetime sins have
consumed! I am he who was disobedient in his ignorance, while Thou didst not

deserve that from him!”(1)115

Muhammad ibn Hasan Saffar, in his book of supplication, quotes the Holy Prophet
:(saw) as saying

اللهُا لُوقیف  اًدحِاو ؟ انُلمَعَ  نَاکَو  هُتَیطَعأَ  امِب  ِّبرَ  ای  لُوقیفَ : هُقَوفَ  هُبَحِاص  امهُدُحَأَ  يریَفَ  اًدحِاو ، لاًمَعَ  نِلامَعیَ  اناکَ  نِلاجُرَ  هََّنجَلا  لُخُدیَ 
.ءٌیشَ هُمُظَاعتیَ  هُّنإفَ لا  اولزِجأَو  اللهَا  اولأَسإِ  هِِلآو ) هِیلع  اللهُا  یلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسر  لَاق  مّث   ) .یِنْلأسَت ملو  ینلأَسَ  یلاعَتو : كَرابَت 

Two persons whose deeds were the same will enter Paradise. But one of the two will

see the other

p: 111

See as-Sahifat al-Kamilat al-Sajjadiyya, Supplication 16 - 1
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superior. Hence, he will say: ‘My Lord, we have done the same deeds. What is his
superior position for?’ Allah will say: ‘He requested from Me but you did not.’ (Then the
Holy Prophet (saw) said:) “Request from Allah as much as you can, for your request is

.” not great for Allah

:Moyasser, a narrator, quotes Imam Sadiq (as) as saying

طَعُی مل  لْأَسیَ  ملو  هُاف  َّدسَ  اًدـبعَ  َّنأ  وَلو  هٍَلأَسمَب ، لاإِ  لُانُت  هٌَلزِنمَ لا  لّجَو  زّعَ  اللهِا  دَـنعِ  َّنإ  .هُنِم  غَرُِف  دقـَ  رَْملأا  َّنإِ  لْقَُت  لاو  عُدْأُ  رسـّیُم ، ای 
.هِبحِاصِل حَِتفَنیَ  نْأ  کُشَوی  لاإ  عُرَقُی  بٍاب  نِم  سیَل  هُّنإ  رسّیَُم ، ای  .طَْعُت  لْسَفَ  اًئیشَ ،

O Moyasser, call upon Allah and do not say what is destined will happen. There is with“
Allah a position you will not attain save through supplication. If a servant shuts his
mouth and does not request anything from Allah, he will be given nothing. Therefore,
request so that you will be given. O Moyesser, every door that is knocked will be

opened.”(1)116

Beware! Here Is Arafat

Here is the plain of Arafat, resembling the Day of Judgment. What a tumult! Millions of
pilgrims from different nations have converged on this plain. Wearing shrouds and
bareheaded, all the pilgrims have raised their hands in supplication in this hot plain.

?What incentive has brought them to this wasteland from their homes

Have they come here under any force or allure of anything? They have come here to
give positive response to God’s call. They have come here to enjoy the divine banquet

to win

p: 112

See al-Kafi; Vol. 2 p.466 hadith 3 - 1

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 154 of 301

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_112_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


God’s pleasure. It is the day of benefaction. O Lord, this edifice is the same place
where Adam confessed his sin and was forgiven. It is the place where Ibrahim

.supplicated to God and won His favor

All messengers of God prostrated themselves in this place. The Holy Prophet (saw),
too, expressed his servitude to God here. Accompanied by his friends, Imam Husayn
(as), too, raised his hands in supplication to God in this place. The sun on the day of
Arafat set amidst the moaning and weeping of Imam Husayn (as) and his companions.
Can a person not be moved to tears in this place where God does not withhold His
generosity and forgiveness? It is said that the biggest sin belongs to one who returns
from Arafat thinking that he has not been forgiven; that is, he is disappointed with

.God’s mercy

:Addressing Jesus (as), God says

! نَوعجِریَ لا  مُوقلاو    َ بلََّطلا نُسِحأُو  رَظََّنلا  لُیطِأُ  مکَ  یسیعِ ، ای 

O Jesus, how long should I wait and show well wish for the people to turn to“
Me?”(1)117

:A Hadith Qudsi says

مهُُلاصوأ تقََّرفَتََلو  یّلإِ  اًقوشَ  اوتامَل  مهِِتَبوَت  یلإ  یِقوشَو  مهِِب  يرِاظِتنا  فَیک  یِّنعَ  نَورِبدْمُلا  مَِلعَ  ول 

If they who turn their backs to Me know how eager I am for their turning to Me, they“
will certainly die out of eagerness to Me and their body joints will fall apart.”(2)118

دٌودوَ هِباـب  یلإ  مهُُبذِـجیو  فٌوؤرَ   مٌیحرَ  هِرِکْذِ  نعَ  نَیلِفاـغلابو  لٌضـِْفُم  دٌِـئاع  مهِیلع  فِطعَلاـبو  لٌِـبقُم  هَیلع  نَیلِبقمُلا  یلعَ  وَه  نْمَ  اـیفَ 
فٌوطعَ

O, He who comes toward those who“

p: 113

See al-Muraqabaat; the introduction p.6 - 1
See al-Muraqabaat; the introduction p.6 - 2
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come towards Him and grants gifts and bestows bounty upon them through

tenderness! He is Compassionate and Clement toward those heedless of His

remembrance and loving and tender in drawing them to His door!”(1)119

تِائِّیَّسلا نِعَ  وفُْعیَوَ  هِدِابعِ  نْعَ  هََبوَّْتلا  لُبَْقیَ  يذِّلا  وَهُوَ 

And He it is Who accepts repentance from His servants and pardons the evil deeds.“
(” (The Holy Qur’an; 42:25

Calling upon God and saying, ‘O Lord’ from the bottom of heart is sufficient to be
.answered

هِفَاسمَلا بُیرقَ  کَیَلإ  لَحِاَّرلا  َّنإِو 

I know well that for the travelers who set out onto Thee, the destination is very“
near.”(2)120

,Not only is God Forgiving but also

امًیحِرَ ارًوفُغَ  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  تٍانَسَحَ �  مْهِِتائَِّیسَ  هَُّللا  لُِّدبَُی  َلوأُفَ 
�
کَِئ احًِلاصَ  الًمَعَ  لَمِعَوَ  نَمَآوَ  بَاَت  نْمَ  اَّلإِ 

(” Allah changes the evil deeds to good ones. (The Holy Qur’an; 25:70“

:Imam Sajjad (as) words

تِانسَحَلا نِم  اهِفاعضْأب  تِائِّیَّسلا  لَِّدبُم  ای 

O’ He Who changes the evil deeds into manifold good deeds.”(3)121“

:Since repentance is good deed, it has a tenfold reward

اهِلاثْمأَ رُشْعَ  هُلَفَ  هِنَسَحَلاِب  ءَاجَ  نْمَ 

(” Whoever brings a good deed, he shall have ten like it. (The Holy Qur’an; 6:160“

.As long as we are in Arafat, we can do nothing except requesting from Him

A mystic was asked, ‘What have you brought to this door?’ He answered: “A beggar
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who comes to the House of the King is not asked, what have you brought, rather he is
?” asked: What do you need, beggar

It is said that a Dervish(4) set out for a king’s palace. They said to him: Take off your
tattered clothes and put

p: 114

See as-Sahifat al-Kamilat al-Sajjadiyya - 1
Du’aa of Abu-Hamza Thamali - 2

See as-Sahifat al-Kamilat al-Sajjadiyya; 2nd Duaa - 3
Dervish is any member of an Islamic mystic fraternity - 4
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on new ones, for they do not fit the occasion. The Dervish said: What shall I do, for I
have no other clothes? There is no blame in going to the royal palace in tatters, but

.there is blame if one comes out of the palace in tatters

Likewise, if a man with sins goes to God’s House, he is in no way to be blamed, but if
he returns from His House with the same sins and ashamed of his sins, it is contrary to

.God’s dignity and expectation

Good Tidings: Imam Mahdi (as) is present in Arafat

point

A great source of happiness and hope for forgiveness of those staying in Arafat is the
presence of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) in the plain of Arafat
every Hajj season; hence, Arafat becomes dignified and descending place for the

.angels and a source of blessings for those staying there

:Ubaid ibn Zurara quotes Imam Sadiq (as) as saying

هَُنورَیَ لاو  مهُاریَفَ  مَسِومَلا  دُهَشیَفَ  مهُمَامإ  سُانلا  دُقِفیَ 

People will miss their Imam, but he will witness every season of Hajj. Yet, he can see “
them but they cannot.”(1)123

.هُنوفرِعیَ لاو  هَُنورَیَو  مهُُفرِعیوَ  سَانلا  يریَفَ  هٍنسَ  َّلکُ  مَسِومَلا  رُضُحی  رِملأا  اذه  بَحِاص  َّنإ  اللهِاو 

By Allah I swear, Imam Mahdi witnesses the season of Hajj every year. He can see“
and know people and they can see him but cannot know him.”(2)124

O God, we, pilgrims, turn to You and raise our hands in begging through the grace of
Imam Mahdi (as) who has blessed this plain and has raised his hands in duaa in front

of

p: 115

See Kemal ud-Din; p. 346 hadith 33 - 1
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See Mahdi Mau’ood; p. 750 - 2
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our gathering. We are sure the Imam’s honor is so great that whoever turns to You
under his shelter and raises his hand in supplication under the shelter of his hands will

.not be deprived of God’s mercy

:The Holy Prophet (saw) is quoted by Salman the Persian as saying

مکُیلإ قِلخَلا  ِّبحَأِب  مکُیلعَ  لَمِتَحْیَ  نْأ  لاّإِ  اـهِب  نَودُوجُت  ـلاو  رٌاـبکِ  جُِـئاوَحَ  مْکُیَلإ  هُل  نمَ  سَیَلوَأَ  يدِاـبعِ ، اـی  لُوقی : لّجـَو  زّع  اللهَا  نّإ 
مُلاـسلا مهِیلعَ  هَُّمِئلأا  مُهِدِـعَب  نِمو  ٌّیِلعَ  هُوخأَو  دٌمـّحَم  َّيدََـل  مهُلَضـَْفأو  َّیلَعَ  قِلخَلا  مَرَکاَ  َّنأ  اوملَعافَ  لاأَ  مهِعِیفشـَِل ؟ هًمَارکَ  اهَنوضُقَت 

نَیرهِاطّلا نَیبّیطّلا  هِِلآو  دٍَّمحَمُب  اهرِرَضـَ  َّفکَ  دُیرُی  هٌیَهِاد  هُْتهَدَ  وْأ  اهعَفَن  دُیرُی  هٌجَاح  هُْتَّمهَأَ  نمَ  ینعُدْیَْلفَ  لاأ  .َّیَلإِ  لُِئاسولا  مُه  نَیذِـلا 
.هِیلعَ قِلخَلا  ِّزعَأِب  هِیلإ  نَوعفِشتَسَت  نمَ  اهیضقیَ  ام  نَسَحأَ  هُل  اهیضِْقأَ 

Allah says: O My servant, has it not happened that someone requests something“
great from you but you will not fulfill his desire unless he brings an intercessor who is
dear to you? Let it be known to you that the most honorable and respectable men to
Me are Muhammad (saw), his brother ‘Ali (as), and the Imams (as) who are the media

of nearness to Me. Therefore, if you have a desire for a profit or removing of a loss,
call Me through Muhammad (saw) and his pure household. Then I will fulfill the desire

in the best manner.”(1)125

Take the Opportunity For Duaa

As requirements for duaa to be answered have been met and thousands of hands
have been raised in supplication, the pilgrims in Arafat should speak to God with the

supplications
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reached us from the Imams (as) in this relation, Imam Husayn’s Duaa recited on such
a day in Arafat is the most comprehensive. Also, Duaa 47 of al-Sahifat al-Sajjadiyya,
containing theme of servitude is extremely useful for those who do not know Arabic
can simply talk to God in their own languages and confide their grievances with their
Most Kind Creator and know that there is no better confidant for them than God Who

:has said

.نَودُشُرْیَ مْهَُّلعََل  یِب  اوُنِمؤُْیْلوَ  یِل  اوُبیجِتَسْیَْلفَ  نِاعَدَ ، اذَإِ  عِاَّدلا  هَوَعْدَ  بُیجِأُ  بٌیرِقَ  یِّنإِفَ  یِّنعَ  يدِابَعِ  کََلأَسَ  اذَإِوَ 

And when My servants ask you concerning Me, then surely I am very near; I answer“
the prayer of the suppliant when he calls on Me, so they should answer My call and

(” believe in Me that they may walk in the right way. (The Holy Qur’an; 2:186

Considering the above-mentioned Qur’anic Verse, is there any fear or concern left in
:man’s heart? The answer is a definite ‘No,’ for God Himself says

اًقهَرَ لاوَ  اًسخَْب  فُاخَیَ  لافَ  هِِّبرَِب  نُِمؤُْی  نْمَفَ 

So whoever believes in his Lord, he should neither fear loss nor being overtaken by“
(” disgrace. (The Holy Qur’an; 27:13

When there are no ears to listen to our grievances, it is God Who is to listen to our
.requests

دٍیرشَ ِّلکُ  يوأْم  ای  دٍیرطَ ، ِّلک  أَجَلمَ  ای  دٍیحو ، ِّلکُ  سَِنؤُْم  ای  بٍیرغَ ، ِّلک  بَحِاص  ای  قُیثوَلا ، یَِنکْرُ  ای  قُیصِّللا ، يَرِاجَ  ای 

O my adjacent Neighbor, O my sturdy pillar, O companion of every stranger, o“
intimate of everyone alone, o refuge of every
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(outcast, o shelter of every wanderer…”(1

(Duaa For Reappearance of Imam Mahdi (as

The desire for the reappearance of Imam Mahdi (may our souls be ransoms for him)
who is a cure of the physical and spiritual diseases of human society must be at the
top of the list of our requests today. All social and individual misfortunes, ignorance,
poverty, moral corruption, and maladies afflicting human beings will be removed with

the reappearance of Imam Mahdi (as) and security and justice will prevail in the world

:in the light of his divine guidance. So, let us supplicate to God in unison and say

دِیدـجتِل رُخََّدمـُلا  نَیأ  نِاودْـعُلاو ؟ رِوْجَلا  هَِلازـِلإ  یجَترْمُلا  نَیأ  جِوَـعِلاو ؟ تِْمـَلأا  هِمَاـقلإِ  رُظَتَْنمُلا  نَیأ  هِمَلََّظلا ؟ رِِباد  عِـطقَِل  ُّدعـَمُلا  نَیأ 
نَیأ هِِلهأَو ؟ نِیِّدـلا  مِِلاعمَ  یِیحُم  نَیأ  هِدِودحـُو ؟ بِاتکِلا  ءِایحْلإِ  لَُّمؤَمُلا  نَیأ  هِعَیرَّشلاو ؟ هَِّلمِلا  هِدَاعلإِ  رَُّیخَتَمُلا  نَیأ  نِنَُّسلاو ؟ ضِِئارفَلا 
ِّیغَلا عِورُف  دُصـِاح  نَیأ  نِاـیْغُّطلاو ؟ نِایصـْعِلاو  قِوسفُلا  لِـهأ  دُـیبُم  نَیأ  قِاـفِّنلاو ؟ كِرِّْشلا  هِیَِنبأ  مُدِاـه  نَیأ  نَیدتـَعمُلا ؟ هِکَوشَ  مُصِاـق 

نَیأ ءِایِبنلأا ؟ ءِانبأو  ءِاـیِبنلأا  لِوحُذُِـب  بُِلاطـّلا  نَیأ  ءِادـعْلأَا ؟ ُّلذُِـمو  ءِاـیِلولأا  ُّزعُِم  نَیأ  ءِاوهْـلأاو ؟ غِیَّزلا  رِاـثآ  سُِماـط  نَیأ  قِاـقَّشلاو ؟
انُموی لُصَِّتیَ  لهَ  یقلُتفَ ؟ لٌیبسَ  دَمـَحأ  نَْب  ای  کَیَلإ  لهـَ  يرتَْفاو ؟ يدَـتعْا  نِمَ  یلعَ  رُوصنمَلا  نَیأ  ءَـلاَبرکَب ؟ حِوبذمـَلا  مِدَِـب  بُِلاـطمُلا 

؟ يورُنفَ هََّیوَِّرلا  کَلَهِانمَ  دُرَِن  یتمَ  یظحنَفَ ؟ هِدِغِب  کنِم 

Where is the one prepared to annihilate the oppressors? Where is the one awaited“
for straightening the crookedness and dishonesty? Where is the one expected (Imam

Mahdi) for abolishing oppression and transgression? Where is the one stored for
reviving the obligatory command and Sunnah (of the Holy Prophet)? Where is the one

selected for resuscitating the reality
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of the nation and the religion? Where is the one expected for enlivening the Book and
the doctrinal provisions? Where is the enlivener of the facts of the religion and its

?adherents

Where is the breaker of the might of the transgressors? Where is the demolisher of
the edifices of polytheism and hypocrisy? Where is the destroyer of the followers of
transgression, disobedience, and rebellion? Where is the eradicator of the branches
of errors and dispute? Where is the destroyer of the signs of evil and egoistic
tendencies? Where is the severer of the cords of falsehood and calumniation? Where

?is the destroyer of the vicious and disobedient people

Where is the eradicator of the followers of obstinacy and misguidance and the
renegade? Where is the one who honors the friends and debases the enemy? Where

is the gate of Allah through which all should enter? Where is the countenance of Allah
through which the friends attend towards him? Where is the means stretching from

?the earth to the heaven

Where is the uniter of the companions of virtue and divine pleasure? Where is the
avenger of the blood of the prophets and their children? Where is the seeker of
revenge for the blood of the martyred ones of Karbala? Where is the triumphant one
(who will overcome) over one who transgressed against him and maligned him? O son
of Ahmed, is there a way through which you may be met? May our day (of separation)

join the day of reappearance by which
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(we enjoy? When shall we arrive at your streams to quench our thirst?”(1

When we are said infinite oppression and grave injustice pave the way for the
reappearance of Imam Mahdi (as), despair gives its place to hope in our hearts
making waiting for you something pleasant. So, we tolerate all hardship in the hope of

.your reappearance and keep on supplicating

شِرعَلا یلعَ  نمَ  ای  هُلَیلغَ  دِّْرَبو  يوجَلاو  یـسلأَا  هِب  هُنع  لْزِأَو  يوقِلا  دَیدشَ  ای  هُدَِّیسـَ  هِرِأَو  یلتَْبمُلا  كَدَیبَعُ  نَیِثیغتَـسمُلا  ثَایغِ  ای  ثْغِأَفَ 
یعجُّْرلا هِیَلإ  نمَو  يوتَسا 

So, help, O’ helper of those who seek help, your poor afflicted servant. And show him“
his Master: O severer of strength and through him (Imam Mahdi) remove his (Your
servant’s) grief and sorrow. And cool the burning of his hurt, O You who are firm in the

(Heavenly Throne of power and towards Whom is the return and ultimate end.”(2

Ask forgiveness for your parents, relatives, and all believers in Arafat

Now that we are blessed with this divine grace and our requests and desires are
fulfilled, we should seek forgiveness for our parents, relatives, neighbors, all

:believers, and the deceased ones. Imam Sadiq (as) says

هَورکمَلا عُفَدیو  قَزِّرلا  ُّردُیَ  بِیغَلا  رِهْظَِب  هِیخِلأ  ءِرمَلا  ءُاعدُ 

A man’s supplication for his absent brother increases the sustenance and saves from“
(evils.”(3

:Imam Kazim (as) says

يردِأ هٍدحِاوِل لا  هًَنومضْمَ  فٍعضَ  فِلأ  هََئاِم  عَدَأَ  نْأ  تُهرِکَفَ  .فٍعضـَ  فِلأ  هَُئاِم  کََلو  شِرعَلا : نِم  يَدِون  بِیغَلا  رِهظِب  هِیخِلأ  اعدَ  نمَ 
.لا مْأ  بُاجتَسُت 

Whoever supplicates for his absent brother in faith, a call from the Divine Throne will“
say: let one hundred thousand times more be
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A part of Du’aa an-Nudba - 1
A part of Du’aa an-Nudba - 2

See al-Kafi; Vol. 2 p. 507 hadith 2 - 3
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for you. So, I thought it was not advisable to leave one hundred thousand

(supplications certainly answered for one that might or might not be answered.”(1

!What A Blessed Duaa

:Ibn Abi-Umeir reports the following on the authority of Zeid an-Nersi

Muawieh ibn Wahab and I were in Arafat. He was reciting duaa while his eyes were

full of tears. Listening carefully to him, I found out that he was not reciting a singly
duaa for himself, rather he was supplicating for people from here and there
mentioning their names and father’s names. When the pilgrims left Arafat, I said to

?’ him, ‘O uncle, I saw something strange about you.’ He asked, ‘what was strange

I answered, ‘In this holy place, you considered your brethren prior to yourself and
recited duaa for them!’ He said, ‘O my nephew, do not be surprised, for I heard my

master and master of every believing man and woman and master of the former and
the coming generations after his immaculate fathers (as) (if I lie, let my ears become

:deaf, my eyes blind, and deprived of the Holy Prophet’s intercession) as saying

Whoever supplicates Allah for his absent brother in faith, an angel from heaven will“
call: ‘O servant of Allah, let a hundred thousand times more than it be for you.’ And an
angel from the second heaven will call: ‘O servant of Allah, let there be two hundred
thousand times more for you.’ And an angel from the third heaven will call: ‘O servant

of Allah, let there be
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.’ three hundred thousand times more for you

And an angel from the fourth heaven will call: ‘O servant of Allah, let there be four
hundred thousand times for you.’ And an angel from the fifth heaven will call: ‘O
servant of Allah, let there be five hundred thousand time more for you.’ And an angel
from the sixth heaven will call: ‘O servant of Allah, let there be six hundred thousand
times more for you.’ And an angel from the seventh heaven will call: ‘O servant of
Allah, let there be seven hundred thousand times more for you.’ Then, Allah will say: ‘I
am the Rich Who will never become poor. O servant of Allah, let there be a million

.’” times more for you

(O my nephew, which is better: to supplicate for oneself or for others?’(1‘

Now, Supplication To God

O Lord, now that You like to hear Your servant’s duaa for others and fulfill them, we

ask You through the affinity and love of Your most beloved creatures; Muhammad

and his household (as) to hasten the reappearance of Imam Mahdi (as) and guide the
human society on the right path of guidance. Also, make the ummah united to defend
itself against atheism. Protect our youths against corruption. Do not separate our
children and us from the Holy Qur’an and the household of the Holy Prophet (saw) in
this world and the Hereafter. Fill our hearts with Your love and that of the Imams (as).

Heal the patients all over the world very soon. Make our
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women chaste. Give a share of this reward to our parents, relatives, neighbors,
.friends, and the deceased. Keep us from the fire of Your wrath

The Sun in Arafat Is Setting

The sun in Arafat is setting and God’s banquet is coming to an end. O my beloved, I
know this much that this humble person was Your guest and You, the Lord of the

:heavens and the earth were my Generous Host. Then, I have the right to say

کَِباب نعَ  عَجِرأ  نْأ  نُسَحْیَأ  هُتَیَلوأ ؟ امفَ  كَادِن  اًیجِترُم  کَِبابِب  خَانأ  يذّـلا  نمَو  هُتَیرَقَ ؟ امفَ  كَارِق  اًسمِتَلُم  کَب  لَزََن  يذّـلا  نمَ  یهَِلإِ ،
؟ اًفوصومَ نِاسحْلإاب  یًلومَ  كَاوسِ  فُرِعْأ  تُسَلو  اًفورصمَ  هِبَیخَلاب 

My Allah, who is the one who has come before Thee seeking hospitability? Who is the“
one who has dismounted at Thy door hoping for magnanimity, and to who Thou hast
not shown it? Is it good that I come back from Thy door, turned away in

(disappointment, while I know of no patron qualified by beneficence but Thee?”(1

How proper it is to conclude the last moment of staying in Arafat with the prayer of
:Imam Husayn (as) on such a day. Here is a summarized translation of the prayer

کَِیحوَ یلعَ  کَِنیمأو  کَقِلخَ  نِم  کَِترَیَخِو  کَِلوسرَو  کَِّیِبَن  دٍمَحّمُِب  اهتَمَّظعَو  اهتَفَّرشَ  یتّلا  هَِّیشـِعَلا  هِذهَ  یف  کَیَلإ  هَُّجوتََن  اّنإ  مّهُّللاَ 
دٌَّمحَم امکَ  دٍمّحَم  لِآو  دٍَّمحَم  یلعَ  ِّلصَفَ  مّهُّللاَ  .نَیمَلاعلِل  هًمَحرَ  هُتَلعَجَو  نَیمِلسمُلا  یلعَ  هِب  تَمعَنأَ  يذّلا  رِینمُلا  جِارسّلا  رِیذّنلا  رِیـشبَلا 
تَِّجعَ کَـیَلإفَ  .اّـنعَ  كَوِفعَب  اندْمـّغََتو  نَیعمَجأ  نَیرهِاطـّلا  نَیِبِـیََّطلا  نَیِبجـَتَْنمُلا  هِِلآ  یلعَو  هِیلعَ  ِّلصـَفَ  مُیظعَ ، اـی  کَـنِم  کَِلذِـل  لٌـهْأ 

، تِاغّللا فِونصُِب  تُاوصْلأا 
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اهُلِّلجَُت هٍیَِفاعو  اهُلزِتُن  هٍکَرََبو  اهرُشُنَت  هٍمَحْرَو  هِب  يدهَت  رٍونو  كَدِابعِ  نَیَب  هُمُسـِقَت  رٍیخَ  ِّلکُ  نِم  اًبیـصَن  هَِّیشـِعَلا  هِذِهَ  یف  مّهُّللا  انَل  لْعَجْافَ 
انلعَجْت لاو  نَیطِناقلا  نِم  انلعَجْت  لاو  نَیمِناغ  نَیرِوربمَ  نَیحِلفُم  نَیحجِنُم  تِقوَلا  اذهـَ  یف  انبِلْقا  مّهّللا  .نَیمحِارّلا  مَحَرْأ  اـی  هطُسـُبَت  قٍزرِو 

نَیدوَجلأا دَوَجْأ  ای  نَیدورطْم  کَِباب  نِم  لاو  نَیبِئاـخ  اـنَّدرَُت  ـلاو  نَیطِناـق  کَِـئاطعَ  نِم  هُُلِّمؤَُن  اـم  لِضـْفَِل  ـلاو  نَیمورحْم  کَِـتمَحرَ  نِم 
نَیدصِاق نَیِّمآ  مِارحَلا  کَِتیبَِلو  نَینِقوم  انلبَْقأ  کَیَلإ  نَیمرَکْلأا  مَرَکْأو 

O Allah, we are turning our faces to You in this evening that You glorified and “
honored by Muhammad— Your Prophet, Messenger, Chosen one among Your
creatures, Keeper of Your revelation, bearer of Your good tidings and warnings, and
the bright light with whom You have blessed the Muslims and whom You have made

mercy from people. Bless him and his household— the chosen ones, the pure, and the
immaculate, and include us by means of Your reprieve. To You, voices of different

.tongues have directed

O Allah, give us in this evening a share of the blessings that you give to Your servants,
light of guidance, mercy that You spread, blessings that You reveal, wellbeing that
You extend, and abundant sustenance; You are certainly the Most Merciful of the
merciful ones. O Allah, in this very time, include us with the successful, the thriving, the
blessed, and the winning, and do not deprive us of Your mercy and of that for which

we hope, and do not refute us with disappointment, and do not reject us from Your
door. You
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are certainly the Most Generous of the generous ones and the Most Munificent of the
munificent. We are directing towards You with full confidence and towards yours

(Sacred House with full intentions”(1

The sun in Arafat set amid tears, moaning, and lamentations of Imam Husayn (as)
.and his companions who then set out for al-Mash’ar al-Haram

Good Tidings

:Imam Sajjad (as) says

لَاقَ اوتصـََن  امّلفَ  .اوتصـِنُیلفَ  سِاّنلِل  لُق  لُـلاب ، اـی  هِِلآو : هِیلع  اللهُا  یّلـص  اللهِا  لُوسر  لَاـق  بَیغَت ، نْأ  سُمْشـّلا  تَِّمهَو  هَفَرَعَِب  فَقَوَ  امـّل  هُّنإ 
اًروفْغمَ اوضیفاَفَ  مکُِئیسُم ، یف  مکُنَسِحُم  عََّفشَوَ  مکُِنسـِحمُِل  رَفَغَفَ  مِویَلا  اذه  یف  مکُیلعَ  لََّوطََت  مکُّبرَ  َّنإ  هِِلآو : هِیلع  اللهُا  یّلـص  اللهِا  لُوسر 

.مکَُل

During the Farewell Hajj, the pilgrims’ stay in Arafat was completed, the Holy“
Prophet (saw) said: “O Bilal, tell people to keep silent.” When they did, he (saw) said:
“Today, Allah has favored you. He has forgiven the good ones among you and
bestowed upon you the right of intercession for the bad ones. Hence, He forgave the
bad ones with the intercession of the good ones. Now, set out and all of you have

(been forgiven by Allah’s mercy.”(2

Obviously the question of people’s rights is another topic in a way that the consent
and satisfaction of the owner of a right is prerequisite for God’s forgiveness. Hence,
all were forgiven “save those who violate people’s rights, for God in Just and will take

(the right of the oppressed from the oppressors.”(3

Halting Place 5: Al-Mash’ar Al-Haram

point

مِارحَلا رِعَشْمَلا  دَْنعِ  اللهَا  اورُکُذْافَ  تٍافَرَعَ  نِْم  مُْتضْفَأَ  اذَإِفَ 

So, when you hasten on from Arafat, then remember Allah“

p: 125
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Part of Duaa of Imam Husayn on Day of Arafat - 1
See al-Kafi; Vol. 4 p.258 hadith 24 - 2

This statement is quoted from al-Kafi; Vol. 4 p. 258 hadith 24 - 3
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(” near the Holy Monument— Al-Mash’ar al-Haram. (The Holy Qur’an; 2:198

Day of Arafat and staying in the plain of Arafat has come to an end and it is now the
eve of the Eid ul-Adha.(1) The pilgrims are prepared to move towards al-Mash’ar al-
Haram. With the light of God’s cognition upon all hearts, we now depart from Mount

.Mercy to stay overnight in al-Mash’ar al-Haram and attend another banquet of God

It is praiseworthy to delay the Maghrib –evening- and Eshaa –night- (obligatory)
Prayers to be performed in al-Mash’ar al-Haram, but because of too many pilgrims,
slow traffic and the fear of default, the Maghrib and Eshaa Prayers are performed in

.Arafat. After having a light dinner, the pilgrims set out for al-Mash’ar

There is a tumult among the crowd, for every pilgrim is busy taking away the tent,
packing his personal effects, and getting on into buses. So, great care is needed not to
be distracted. Under such circumstances, Satan tries to keep man preoccupied so as
to deprive him of his spiritual state. The pilgrims might get angry at getting a seat in
front or back of the bus, the quantity of food, or carriage of the effects. Hence, they

:should be as tolerant, soft, and good-tempered as possible, for God says

يوَْقَّتلا دِاَّزلا  رَْیخَ  َّنإِفَ  اودَُّوزََتوَ  اللهُا ، هُمْلَْعیَ  رٍْیخَ  نِْم  اوُلعَْفَت  امَوَ 

Whatever good you do, Allah knows it; and make provision, for surely the provision is“
the guardian of oneself, and be careful of your duty to Me, O men of

p: 126

Eid ul-Adha —feast of sacrifice— is a festival marking the culmination of the annual - 1
.pilgrimage (Hajj) to Mecca
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(” understanding. (The Holy Qur’an; 2:197

Restrain Your Anger

:Imam Sadiq (as) says

اللهُاوَ سِاَّنلا  نِعَ  نَیِفاعَْلاوَ  ظَْیغَلا  نَیمِظِاکَْلاوَ  لّجَو : زّع  اللهُا  لَاق  دقَو  .هِرَخِلآاو  ایندّلا  یف  اًزعِ  لّجو  زّعَ  اللهُا  هُدَاز  لاإ  اًظیغَ  مَظَکَ  دٍبعَ  نِم  امَ 
.نَیِنسِحْمُْلا ُّبحُِی 

Whoever restrains his anger Allah will increase his honor in this world and the“
Hereafter. Allah says: Those who restrain their anger and pardon men; and Allah

(loves the doers of good to others. (The Holy Qur’an; 3:134)” (1

Al-Mash’ar or The Meeting Place of God’s Lovers

Al-Mash’ar is also called ‘al-Muzdalifah—the near place-’ since it is very near to
Mecca. There is a consensus among the Islamic scholars that the Maghrib and Eshaa
Prayers should be offered together in al-Mash’ar. It is derived from the Arabic root
‘sh-a-r’ meaning ‘motto’ or ‘sign’. It is a place for those seeking God, for no sign of

.mammonism or egotism is there

Al-Mash’ar is a dark plain with pebbles on it, which has accommodated over one
million pilgrims who have taken refuge in God and supplications under the dim light of
stars of a mysterious sky. It is truly Mash’ar –sign-, for nothing but God-seeking
mottos can be heard. Eyes cannot see anywhere but the echo of supplications

.soothes man’s soul

!What A Blessed Place and What An Auspicious Night

This night has no equal in man’s life. It is dark but brighter than any day for men of
heart. It is a night when the breeze of God’s mercy is blowing and rain of His
forgiveness is falling. It is a night when the doors of God’s favor are opened to man. It

is the even of

p: 127
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See Usoul al-Kafi; vol. 2 p. 110 hadith 5 - 1
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.the festival of sacrifice and the time of the King’s public audience

:Imam Sadiq (as) says

ِّيودَکـَ ٌّيوِدَ  مهُل  نَینِمؤملا  تِاوصلأَ  هَلیللا  کَلت  قُلغُت  ءِامسـّلا لا  بَاوبأ  َّنأ  اـنغَلََب  هّنإفـَ  لْـعْفاف ، هِلیللا  کَـلت  یَِیحت  نْأ  تَعطَتَـسا  نِإو 
نْأ دَارأ  نَّمعّ  هَلیللا  کَلت  اللهُا  ُّطحُیَفَ  .مکُل  بَیجتَـساَ  نأ  َّیلَعَ  ٌّقحو  یِّقحَ  مُتیَّدأ  يدِابعِ  مُتنأَو  مکُُّبرَ  اـنأَ  هُؤاـنث : لّـج  اللهُا  لُوقی  .لِـحّنلا 

هُل رَفغی  نأ  دَارأ  نمَل  رُفِْغیو  هَُبونذُ  َّطحُی 

If you can keep vigil tonight, do it, for it has been reported to us that the gates of“
heaven are not closed to the believers tonight. Allah says: ‘I am Your Lord and you are
My servants. You have paid my due. Hence, it is incumbent on Me to answer your
prayer.’ Therefore, He removes the sins of whomever He wishes and forgives whom

(He wills.”(1

Night, Time of Communion With God

Men of heart and insight know that night is opportune time for communion with God.
:Among blessings God has bestowed upon man is the blessing of night

اًسابِل لَْیّللا  انَْلعَجَوَ 

(” And We made the night to be a covering. (The Holy Qur’an; 78:10“

یشَْغیَ اذَإِ  لِْیّللاوَ 

(” I swear by the night when it draws a veil. (The Holy Qur’an; 92:1“

Should the child-like playful man be left to himself, he is so much in love with the
playing called the world and its ornaments that he will ruin himself. But like a loving
mother who puts her playful child to sleep so that the child’s energy will not go into

waste, God puts a covering on man so that his eyes will not see

p: 128
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.all these toys and will be quieted down

Unfortunately, this playful man has turned nights into days with artificial lights and
spends his precious life on love for the world making himself physically and mentally

exhausted and deprived of the aim of creation. In this world where most people are
dead-hearted “and most of them do not understand,”(1) there are men of heart who

are source of human dignity and living evidence of man’s superiority over animals,
.people who work during the day and keep vigil at night

ضٍرَمَ نِم  مِوْقَلاِب  اموَ  یضرْمَ  مهُُبسَحْیَفَ  رُظِاّنلا  مُهِیَلإ  رُظُنیَ  حِادقِلا  لُاثْمأ  مْهُفَ  فُوْخَلا  مُهُارَب  دْقَ  ءُایقِْتأ ، هٌرَرََب  ءُاملَعُ ، ءُاملَحُفَ  رُاهَّنلا  امّأوَ 
.مٌیظعَ رٌْمأ  مَوقَلا  طََلاخ  دْقَفَ  اوطُِلوخ ، دْقَ  لُوقیَ :  وأ  ، 

یلعَ ءًاکُب  مهُُنازحْأ  جُـیهَتو  هِب ، نَورشـِبتَسْیَوَ  مهُسـَفُنأ ، هِب  نَونزِحُْی  لاًیترَْت ، هَُنولِّترَُی  نِآرْقُلا  ءِازجْلأَ  نَیِلات  مهُمَادْـقأَ  نَوُّفاـصفَ  لُـیَّللا  اـمّأ 
، مهُدُولجُ اهنِم  تَّْرعَشـَْقافَ  مهِرِاـصْبأوَ ، مهِِبولُق  عِِماـسمَب  اـهیَلإ  اوغَصـْأ  فٌیوخَت  اـهیف  هٍیَآـب  اوُّرمَ  اذإفـَ  مهِحِناوجَ ،  مِولکُ  عِجَوَوَ  مهِِبونذُ 
 ، اًعمَطَ اهیَلإ  اونکَرَ  قٌیوشَْت  اهیِف  هٍیَآِـب  اوُّرمَ  اذإِوَ  مهِِناذآ ، لِوصُُا  یف  اهقَیهِشـَو  اـهرَیفزَوَ  مََّنهَجَ  لَیهصـَ  َّنأ  اوّنظَوَ  مهُُبولُق ، اـهنِم  تلَجِوَوَ 

مهَُّفکُأَوَ مهُهَابجِ  نَیـشرِتَفُم  اًمیظعَ ، اًراّبجَ  نَودِّجمَی  مهِطِاسوأ  یلعَ  نَیِثاج  مهِِنُیعْأ ، بَصُْن  اـهَّنأ  اوُّنظَفَ  اًـقوشَ ، اـهیَلإ  مهُسـُفُنأ  تْعَّلطََتوَ 
.مهِِباقرِ كِاکِف  یف  اللهِا  یلإ  نَورأَجْیَ  مهِدِودخُ ، یلعَ  مهُعُوُمدُ  يرِجَت  مهِِبکَرُوَ ، مهِِمادْقأ  فَارطْأو 

During the day they are enduring, learned, virtuous, and God-fearing. Fear of Allah“
has made them thin like arrows, if anyone looks at them he believes they are sick,
although they are not sick, and he says that they have gone mad. In fact, great

concern has
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made them mad. During the night they are upstanding on their feet reading portions
of the Qur’an and reciting it in a well-measured way, creating through it grief for

.themselves and seeking by it the care for their ailments

If they come across a verse creating eagerness for Paradise they pursue it avidly, and
their spirit turns towards it eagerly, and they feel as if it is in from of them. And when

they come across a verse which contains fear of Hell, they bend the ears of their
hearts towards it, and feel as though the sound of Hell and its cries are reaching their
ears. They bend themselves from their backs, prostrate themselves on their

foreheads, their palms, their knees, and their toes, and beseech Allah, the Sublime for
(their deliverance.”(1

Imam ‘Ali (as) longed for the nights to come so that he could have communion with

:God. During his supplication, he would always say

رفَسّلا دِعُبو  قِیرطّلا  لِوطُو  دازّلا  هَِّلِق  نِم  هٍآ  هٍآ 

Alas! The provision is little, the way is long, the journey is far and the goal is hard to“
(reach.”(2

Now It Is Night, the Even of Feast of Sacrifice in Al-Mash’ar Al-Haram

The eve of Eid ul-Adha is among four blessed nights along with the Laylat ul-Qadr –
:the Grand Night- for keeping vigil. Imam ‘Ali (as) says

I like to see myself free during four nights to engage in prayer: the eve of month of“
Rajab, the eve of mid-Shaban, the eve of Eid ul-Fitr (feast of breaking the fast), and

(the even of Eid ul-Adha.”(3

The pilgrims should reduce their sleep and

p: 130
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food and instead engage in prayer, for the hours and days spent in the Hajj rites are
:very important. God introduces them as numbered and stated days

تٍادَودُْعمَ مٍاَّیأَ  یف  اللهَا  اورُکُذْاوَ 

(” And laud Allah during the numbered days. (The Holy Qur’an; 2:203“

تٍادَودُْعمَ مٍاَّیأَ  یف  اللهَا  مَسْا  اورُکُذْاوَ 

(” And mention the name of Allah in stated days. (The Holy Qur’an; 22:28“

To sum it up, the pilgrims must take advantage of these transient heavenly hours
during which they are God’s guests and He has declared His readiness to fulfill the

:requests of His guests

مْکَُل بْجِتَسْاَ  یِنوعُدُْا  مُکُُّبرَ  لَاقَوَ 

(” And your Lord says: Call upon Me, I will answer you. (The Holy Qur’an; 40:60“

If a beggar asks for something, it is not strange, but when a generous one is looking
:for a beggar, it is something unusual. A hadith says

نِم لهَ  هُل ؟ رُفِغأفَ  رٍفِغتَسُم  نِم  لهَ  هَُلاؤسُ ؟ هِیطعْأُفَ  لٍِئاس  نِم  لهَ  هُُبیجأُ ؟ عٍاد  نِم  لهَ  یلاعَتو  كَرابت  اللهُا  لُوقیَ  لِْیَّللا  رُخِآ  نَاکَ  اذإِ  هَُّنإِ 
؟ هِیلع بُوتأفَ  بٍئات 

When night comes to an end, Allah will say: Is there anyone calling upon Me so that I“
will answer him? Is there anyone asking Me so that I will fulfill his request? Is there
anyone to ask forgiveness so that I will forgive him? Is there any repentant so that I

(will accept his repentance?”(1

:How can God possibly reject His servants’ calls and begging when He Himself says

رْهَْنَت لافَ  لَِئاَّسلا  اَّمأَوَ 

(” And as for him who asks, do not chide (him). (The Holy Qur’an; 93:10“

As everything is prepared for our

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 179 of 301

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_131_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 131

See Ad-Deilami’s Irshad ul-Quloub chapter 13 p.92 - 1

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 180 of 301

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


duaas to be answered, we first pray for the reappearance of Imam Mahdi (as),
:confess our wrongdoings, and supplicate in this way

نمَو کَضُرأو  اهیف  نمَو  كَؤامـس  عَمَـستِل  نْکِل  یلعِف  مِیمذَ  نِم  قَبَسـَ  امِل  نٍایـسِن  لاو  يرَثأَ  ءِوسِب  یّنِم  لٍهجَ  نعَ  هِب  تُقطََن  ام  ُّلکُ  امفَ 
َّیلع هُّقِّرلا  هُکُرِدُـت  وأ  یفِقوم  ءِوسِل  ینمُحریَ  کَِتمحرِب  مهُضـَعب  َّلعلَفَ  هِبوّتلا ، نم  هِیف  کَیلإ  تُأجلو  مِدّـنلا  نِم  کَل  تُرهَظْأ  ام  اـهیلعَ 

کِبضـَغَ نِم  یتاجَن  اهِب  نُوکت  یتعَافشـَ  نِم  كَدنعِ  دَکَوْأَ  هٍعَافشـَ  وأ  یئاعدُ  نِم  کَیدَـل  عُمَـسأ  یَه  هٍوَعدِـب  هُنم  ینُلانیَف  یلاح  ءِوسِل 
.كَاضرِب یتزَوفَو 

Now all that I have said rise up from my ignorance of my evil footsteps or“
forgetfulness of my blameworthy acts in the past, but in order that Thy heaven and
those within it and Thy earth and those upon it may hear the remorse which I have
professed to Thee and the repentance through which I have sought asylum with

Thee. Then perhaps one of them, through Thy mercy, may show mercy upon my evil
situation or be seized by tenderness for my evil state. There may come from him for
my sake a supplication to which Thou givest ear more than to my supplication or an
intercession surer with Thee than my intercession through which I may be delivered

(from Thy wrath and attain to Thy good pleasure.”(1

Reflect For An Hour

Amid all acts of worship, reflecting on the philosophy of the Hajj rites, staying in al-
Mash’ar al-Haram and the praiseworthy act of gathering pebbles and the mysterious

acts in Mina as well as
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:reflecting on all these acts is a superior act of worship. The Holy Prophet (saw) says

.هٍنَسَ هِدَابعِ  نِم  رٌیخَ  هٍعَاس  هُرَکِْف 

(An hour of reflection is better than a year of worship.”(1“

:Imam Ridha’ (as) says

اللهِا رِْمأ  یف  رُِّکفََّتلا  هُرَْثکَ  هُدابعِلا  امّنإو  هِلاصّلاو  مِایصّلا  هٌرَْثکَ  هُدَابعِلا  سَیل 

Worship is not an excess of praying and fasting, rather it is reflection on Allah’s“
creation.”146

Night in Al-Mash’ar Al-Haram and Reflection

Night in al-Mash’ar al-Haram is opportune time for reflection. The sky there with the
radiance of its stars creates a heavenly and spiritual state in man and takes to a world

.above other worlds

The Philosophy of Staying Overnight in Al-Mash’ar

Let us reflect on the philosophy of staying overnight in al-Mash’ar, perhaps a door of
God’s mystery will be opened to us. We have come to al-Mash’ar to have full cognition
of God and to renew our covenant with Him. Let us follow the duaa of Imam Husayn

:made on the day of Arafat

تَدـعَُب یتمو  کَیلع ؟ ُّلدُیـَ  لٍیلدَ  یلإ  جَاتحَت  یتح  تَبغِ  یتمَ  کل ؟ رَهَظمَلا  وه  نَوکی  یّتحَ  کَل  سَیَل  ام  رِوهُّظلا  نِم  كَرِیغَِل  نُوکُیَأَ 
اًبیصِن کَِّبحُ  نِم  هُل  لْعَجت  مل  دٍبعَ  هُقَْفصَ  ترَسِخَو  اًبیِقرَ  اهیلَع  كَارَت  نٌیعَ لا  تْیَمِعَ  کَیلإ ؟ لُصِوُت  یتّلا  یهِ  رُاثلآا  نَوکَت  یتح 

Is there any being more bright than You in whose light to find You? When have You “
been hidden to seek You under guidance? When have You been far away to turn to
You through a sign? Let those eyes not seeing You watchful be blind and let the

(servant who has no love of You suffer losses and gain nothing.”(2

Al-Mash’ar

p: 133
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.al-Haram is the manifestation of God-seeking motto

مِارَحَلا رِعَشْمَلا  دَْنعِ  اللهَا  اورُکُذْافَ  تٍافَرَعَ  نُِم  مُْتضْفَأَ  اذَإِفَ 

So, when you hasten on from Arafat, then remember Allah near the Holy Monument“
(” — Al-Mash’ar al-Haram. (The Holy Qur’an; 2:198

Al-Mash’ar al-Haram is dark and nothing but God prevails it. The light of God’s
:cognition has filled a pilgrim’s heart so much so that everything is effected in its light

مهِِنُیعأ یف  هَُنود  ام  رغُصَفَ  مهِسِفُنأ  یف  قُِلاخلا  مَظُعَ 

The greatness of the Creator is seated in their hearts, and so, everything else“
(appears small in their eyes.”(1

مهِِلجُرأِب هَُنوؤطَیَ  امّم  مهدَنعِ  َّلقَأ  مهُایندُ  تَناکوَ 

(The world of the mammonists is worthless than what trodden on.”(2“

Praiseworthiness of Picking Up Pebbles in Al-Mash’ar

A pilgrim’s recommended act in al-Mash’ar is to pick up pebbles as many as seventy
to take them to Mina to be thrown at the symbolic Satan. This act, yet not much

.pleasant, is a sign of man’s obedience to God’s command

Al-Mash’ar Al-Haram, A Sign of Islamic Education

The educational school of Islam displays the world and its pleasures to the eyes of a
Muslim as worthless as pebbles, for all crimes and corruptions in the world are the

:result of love of the world in a way the Holy Prophet (saw) says

هٍئَیطخَ ِّلک  سُْأرَ  ایندّلا  بُّحُ 

(Love for this world is the source of all wrongdoings.”(3“

On the other hand, if a man is destitute, the desires which are inherent in his being
and have not been properly satisfied will overflow making him rebel and disobedient
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especially if he lives in an environment with injustice and class differences. Imam ‘Ali
(as) says to

p: 134
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:his son Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah

.تِْقمَلل هٌیَعِاد  لِقعَلِل ، هٌشَهَدمَ  نِیدّلِل ، هٌصَقَنمَ  رَْقفَلا  نإفَ  .هُنم  اللهِاب  ذْعِتَسافَ  رَْقفَلا  کَیلعَ  فُاخأَ  یّنإ  یّنُب ، ای 

O my son, I fear lest destitution overtakes you. So, you should seek Allah’s protection“
from it, because destitution is deficiency of religious belief, perplexity of intelligence,

(and it is conductive to hatred of obstinate people.”(1

:The Holy Prophet (saw) says

اًرْفکُ نَوکیَ  نْأ  رُْقفَلا  دَاک 

(Destitution is very close to the boundary of disbelief.”(2“

Today, material manifestations have become criteria of supremacy. If the ummah do
not care about material manifestations, they will be undermined. In addition, since

some Muslims do not enjoy sound religious training and they are not people who

(,” shall not fear the censure of any censurer (The Holy Qur’an; 5:44“

they should not only promote their moral and spiritual virtues, but they should have
enough wealth to preserve their supremacy in the world and honor and prosperity in

:the Hereafter. The Holy Qur’an says

مْکَُّودُعَوَ اللهِا  َّودُعَ  هِِب  نَوُبهِرُْت  لِْیخَلا  طِابرِ  نِْموَ  هٍَّوُق  نِْم  مُْتْعطَتَسْا  امَ  مْهَُل  اوُّدعِأَوَ 

And prepare against them what force you can and horses tied at the frontier, to“
(” frighten thereby the enemy of Allah and your enemy. (8:60

:Imam Kazim (as) says

هِیلع مُتردِقَ  امب  مهُل  اونَّیزتَفَ  قُلخَلا  مُکُاداع  دقَ  مکُّنإ  هِعَیشّلا ، رَشِاعمَ  ای  هٌریثکَ ، مکُؤادعأ  مٌوقَ  مکُّنإ 

O Shiites, you have lots of enemies looking for a pretext to attack and humiliate you.“
(So, be prepared against them as much as you can.”(3

Halting Place 6: Mina, the Place of Sacrifice
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point

Thanks to God, we have completed staying in al-Mash’ar al-Haram. We now move to
Mina after
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sunrise of Eid ul-Adha, with a heart full of God’s love and ready for offering our
sacrifices. We are going to display in Mina what we have gained spiritually in Arafat
and al-Mash’ar. Mina is the place of sacrifice. We intend to sacrifice the world for the
satisfaction of God. Our wealth, position, reputation, and even our children have to be
sacrificed for God. Mina displays the world people spiritual assets of perfect men who

:represent prophets. It is the manifestation of God’s special favor to men of heart

يوطُ سَِّدقَمُلا  دِاوَلاِب  کََّنإِ  کَْیلَْعَن  عْلَخْافَ 

Therefore, put off your shoes; surely you are in the sacred valley, Tuwa. (The Holy “
(” Qur’an; 20:12

You have been so honored that you are qualified to stand before God! Imam Sadiq
:(as) says

نوردَت ول  يدانُی : دٍانمو  کِِباثمَ ، یف  یعرَْتاو  کِجِاجِف  یف  یعسـَِّتافَ  کُِلهْأ  ءَاج  دْق  ینَِم  ای  دٍانُم : يدَان  ینَمِب  مهُلزِانمَ  سُانلا  ذَخـَأَ  اذإ 
.هرَفِغمَلا دَعَب  فِلخَلاِب  مُتنقَیلأ  مُتللَحَ  نمَب 

When people arrive in Mina, a herald will call out: ‘O Mina, your dwellers have come!“
Open your arms and fill your pools with water!’ Another herald will call out: ‘If you
know before Whom you have come, you will gain certitude about forgiveness and

(compensation of what you have spent.”(1

:This is certainly a reference to the Qur’anic Verse

هُفُِلخْی  ُ وَهُفَ ءٍیشَ  نِْم  مُْتْقفَْنأَ  امَوَ 

(” Whatever thing you spend, He exceeds it in reward. (34:39“

Although Mina is no more than a small valley, it extraordinarily accommodates a
crowd several times its capacity and the abundance of food, welfare, and comfort
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:in this place comes from invisible source. In this relation, Ibn Abbas says

دَِلوَلِل مُحَِّرلا  عُسَِّتی  امکَ  هِِلهلأَ  عُسَِّتیَ  ینِم  َّنإ 

Mina is extended for its dwellers in the same way that a mother’s womb is extended
(for the fetus.(1

Ramy Al-Jamarat in Mina and Its Philosophy

One of the obligatory acts of Hajj in Mina is Ramy al-Jamarat or casting stones on
columns named al-Jamarat al-Uola (First column), al-Jamarat al-Wusta Second
column), and Jamarat al-Aqaba symbolizing Satan. On Eid ul-Adha, a pilgrim is duty-
bound to perform the Ramy of Jamarat al-Aqaba and perform the all three the next

.two days

According to a hadith, when Adam (as), carrying out God’s order, accompanied by
Archangel Gabriel performed the Hajj rites and left Mina for the House, Satan
appeared to him in the site of al-Jamara three times trying to prevent him from
performing his duty with temptations. However, Adam with a hint from Gabriel by
throwing seven pebbles at Satan in three sites, drove him away. Hence, this act
became a tradition for the descendants of Adam. According to other hadiths, this

(. happened to Prophet Ibrahim (as

Ali ibn Jaafar asked his elder brother, Imam Kazim (as) about the philosophy of the‘
:Ramy al-Jamarat. The Imam answered

.کَلذِب هَُّنُّسلا  تِرَجَفَ  مُیهِاربإِ ، هُمَجَرَفَ  رِامجَلا  عِضِومَ  یف  مُلاسلا  هِیلع  مَیهِارْبلإِ  يءَارتَیَ  نَاک  نَیعِّللا  سَیلْبإ  َّنلأ 

Since the cursed Satan appeared to Prophet Ibrahim (as) in the site of al-Jamarat“
(and Ibrahim (as) threw stone at him, this act became tradition.”(2

It is also said that al-Jamarat is the site of stoning the death of three traitors who
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.had colluded with the enemy of their own people

Another version is that in the year of the birth of the Holy Prophet (saw) a great army

from Yemen headed by Abraha left for Mecca to demolish the House of God. Three
Meccans secretly colluded with them by giving facilities. However, the enemy failed
and was punished and destroyed through birds that threw stones on them. The three

.traitors were stoned to death in the present site of al-Jamarat on charge of treason

This act was later on put among the Hajj rites as expression of hatred towards

traitors. Therefore, Mina can be a sign of a scene of battle against the enemies of the
religion of God and the columns symbols of atheists standing on the way of the
ummah. Pebbles can be symbols of worldly riches thrown away for the sake of God.
Pilgrims practice these symbolic and spiritual acts to ensure their victory, for God’s

:promise is truthful

.مْکُمَادَْقأَ تِّْبثَُیوَ  مْکُرْصُْنیَ  اللهَا  اورُصُْنَت  نْإِ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O you who believe, if you help the cause of Allah, He will help you and make firm your“
(” feet. (The Holy Qur’an; 47:7

It is recommended to put each pebble on the middle finger and throw it to al-Jamarat

with the head of the forefinger. This act implies that if Muslims have power of faith,
unity, patience, and firmness for God’s sake, the enemies will become so weak and

.humiliated that they will be defeated with a hint

رَاَبدْلأَا اوَُّلوََل  اورُفَکَ  نَیذِّلا  مُکُلََتاقَ  وَْلوَ 
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اًریصَِن لاوَ  اًّیِلوَ  نَودُجِیَ  َّمُث لا 

And if those who disbelieve fight with you, they would certainly turn (their) backs, and“
(” then they would not find any protector or a helper. (The Holy Qur’an; 48:22

نَیِنِمؤُْم مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  نَوْلَعْلأا  مُُتْنأَوَ  اوُنزَحَْت  لاوَ  اوُنهَِت  لاوَ 

And be not infirm, and be not grieving, and you shall have the upper hand if you are“
(” believers. (The Holy Qur’an; 3:139

Offering Animal Sacrifice in Mina and Its Philosophy

Another obligatory act in Mina following Ramy Jamarat al-Aqaba on Eid ul-Adha is
sacrifice of an animal (camel, cow, or sheep) free from any defect and not thin. It is
called ‘Qurban –offering-’, because this act of worship is aimed at getting close to

.God

Therefore, ‘qurban’ is any good deed by which man seeks God’s mercy. Since
sacrifices are offered in the early hours of the day, it is also called Eid ul-Adha, and the
animal sacrificed is called ‘dhahiyya’. Sacrifice is a symbol of devotion and offering
one’s life in the way of the Beloved and the maximum degree of submission to God.

:Imam ‘Ali read the following duaa upon offering the sacrifice

یتامَموَ اللهِ يَایحْمَو  یکِسُُنو  یتلاصَ  َّنإ  .نیکِرِشمُلا  نِم  انأَ  امو  اًمِلسُم  اًفینحَ  ضَرْلأاو  تِاوامسّلا  رَطَفَ  يذِلِل  یَهِجوَ  تُهَّجوَ  اللهِا ، مِسِب 
.کََلو کَنِم  مّهُّللا  .نَیمَِلاعلا  ِّبرَ 

In the Name of Allah. I have turned myself, being upright, wholly to Him Who“
originated the heavens and the earth, and I am not of the polytheists. Surely, my

prayers, my sacrifice, my life, and my death belong to Allah the Lord of the worlds. O
Allah, whatever
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(I have comes from and is for You.”(1

The offering of animal sacrifice on Eid ul-Adha enlivens the memory of Prophet
,Ibrahim and his son Ismaeel (as). The father says

هَُّللا ءَاشَ  نْإِ  یِندُجِتَسَ  رُمَؤُْت �  امَ  لْعَْفا  تَِبأَ  ایَ  لَاقَ  �يرََت �  اذَامَ  رْظُْنافَ  کَحَُبذْأَ  یِّنأَ  مِانَمَْلا  یِف  �يرَأَ  یِّنإِ  َّینَُب  ایَ  لَاقَ  یَْعَّسلا  هُعَمَ  غَلََب  اَّملَفَ 
نَیرِِباَّصلا نَِم 

O my son, surely I have seen in a dream that I should sacrifice you. (The Holy Qur’an;“
(” 37:102

,The young son, too, without having any fear, says

O my father, do what you are commanded; if Allah please, you will find me one of the“
(” patient ones. (The Holy Qur’an; 37:102

,This is the utmost degree of devotion, which is worthy of God’s saying

مٍیظِعَ حٍْبذِِب  هُانَْیدَفَوَ 

(” And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice. (The Holy Qur’an; 37:107“

It was so destined that this great act of devotion to become part of the Hajj rites and
to be repeated every year in the Hajj seasons. Prophet Ibrahim’s act of devotion

:became source of pride for human beings before the angels who had said to God

کََل سُِّدقَُنوَ  كَدِمْحَِب  حُِّبسَُن  نُحَْنوَ  اهَیِف  دُسِْفُی  نْمَ  اهَیِف  لُعَجَْتأَ 

Wilt Thou place in it such as shall make mischief in it and shed blood, and we“
(” celebrate Thy praise and extol Thy holiness? (The Holy Qur’an; 2:30

The angels should know that among the same human beings there are those whose

:devotion is to the extent that God praises

ایَؤُّْرلا تَْقَّدصَ  دْقَ  .مُیهِارَْبإِ  ایَ  نْأَ  هُانَْیدَاَنوَ  .نِیِبجَْلِل  هَُّلَتوَ  امَلَسْأَ  اَّملَفَ 

So when they both submitted and“
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he threw him down upon his forehead. And We called out to him saying: O Ibrahim!
(” You have indeed shown the truth of the vision. (The Holy Qur’an; 37:103-5

Therefore, Eid ul-Adha is the feast to celebrate the dignity of human beings, a day
when man exchanged little provision of this world for the gardens wherein lasing

.blessings shall be his

(Paying Homage To the Master of Martyrs (as

It is unfair not to mention the name of the great leader of the devotees, the endeared
grandson of the Holy Prophet (saw), the light of the eyes of Imam ‘Ali (as), the beloved
of Fatima (as), and the master of martyrs; Imam Husayn (as) here. If Prophet Ibrahim
(as) offered one sacrifice in Mina and the sacrifice was ransomed, Imam Husayn (as)
offered seventy-two sacrifices in Karbala on a single day and none of them was

ransomed. Imam Husayn (as) offered to God his friends and endeared ones including
nursing infants and elderly men, beheaded and dismembered. Holding his blood-
soaked swaddled infant on his arms and sprinkling towards the sky, the blood gushing

:from the throat of his nursing infant, the Imam said

اللهِا نِیعَِب  هَُّنأَ  یِب  لَزََن  امَ  َّیلَعَ  نََّوهَ 

.” What alleviates all that which I am suffering is their being under Allah’s sight“

:Then we should salute Imam Husayn (as) by saying

.رُاهّنلاو لُیللا  یَقَِبو  تُیقَِب  ام  اًدَبأ  اللهِا  مُلاسَ  ینِم  کیلعَ  کَِئانفِِب ، تَّْلحَ  یتلا  حِاورْلأا  یلعَو  اللهِادِبع  ابأ  ای  کَیلعَ  مُلاَّسلا 

Peace be on you, O Abu-Abdullah, and on those souls who came to your camp to put“
themselves at your
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disposal. So fat I am alive and the days and nights follow each other, I invoke Allah to
(send blessings on you for ever and ever.”(1

Islam Has Two Official Feasts

There are two historic days in Islam called ‘Eids – feasts-’ celebrated by Muslim. One

is Eid ul-Fitr marking the end of the holy month of Ramadan, a month during which

Muslims practice self-restraint and abstention from wrongdoing. They engage in
.spiritual state and nightly supplications

.نَوقَّتَت مْکَُّلعََل  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِْم  نَیذّلا  یلعَ  بَِتکُ  امکَ  مُایِّصلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  بَِتکُ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذّلا  اهّیأ  ای 

O you who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you, as it was prescribed for those“
(” before you, so that you may guard (against evil). (The Holy Qur’an; 2: 138

The other feast is Eid ul-Adha, which is held following performance of the Hajj rites,
stay in Arafat, cognition of God, then the overnight stay in al-Mash’ar, detachment

from the world, and annihilation in God’s love. On these two occasions, Muslims are
duty-bound to get together, and by performing the Eid Prayer and delivering
speeches displays the heavenly glory of Islam and creates awe in the hearts of the

.atheists

Social Aspect of Sacrifice in Mina

By discussing the socio-mental philosophy of sacrifice we have answered the
questions posed by certain people who would say: Is it not better for pilgrims to offer
their sacrifices at home and give to the poor and the neighbors when they return from
Mecca instead of letting all the sacrifices go waste and suffer sunburn in Mina? Or is it

not better for pilgrims to assign a deputy at
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home to sacrifice the animal on their behalf and have the flesh distributed among the
?poor

These questions arise either from lack of knowledge about the sublime goal of this
heavenly commandment or prejudice aimed at undermining the Hajj rites. We should
note that the socio-mental aspects of the Hajj rites are extremely important. Staying
in Arafat, al-Mash’ar, and Mina, Ramy al-Jamarat, performing the Eid Prayer, and
delivering sermons are aimed to gather Muslims in a single place and time so as to
display the glory of ummah to the world people and to make the oppressors and

.colonialists shaky with Muslims’ ideological unity

Drawing the attentions of Muslims to the vital role of the Hajj rites in restoring the
:entity of the ummah, their dignity and independence, the Holy Qur’an says

مْهِِّبرَ نِْم  الًضـْفَ  نَوغُتَْبیَ  مَارَحَْلا  تَْیبَْـلا  نَیِّمآ  اَـلوَ  دَِـئالَقَْلا  اَـلوَ  يَدْهـَْلا  اَـلوَ  مَارَحَْلا  رَهَّْشلا  اَـلوَ  هَِّللا  رَِئاعَشـَ  اوُّلحُِت  اَـل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهـَُّیأَ  ایـَ 
ِّرِبْـلا یلَعَ  اوُنوَاعـََتوَ  اودُتـَْعَت �  نْأَ  مِارَحَْلا  دِجِسـْمَْلا  نِعَ  مْکُوُّدصـَ  نْأَ  مٍوْقَ  نُآنَشـَ  مْکَُّنمَرِجْیَ  اَـلوَ  اودُاطَصـْافَ �  مُْتْللَحَ  اذَإِوَ  اًـناوَضْرِوَ � 

بِاقَعِْلا دُیدِشَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  هََّللا �  اوقَُّتاوَ  نِاوَدْعُْلاوَ �  مِْثإِْلا  یلَعَ  اوُنوَاعََت  اَلوَ  �يوَْقَّتلاوَ � 

O you who believe! Do not violate the signs appointed by Allah nor the sacred month,“
nor interfere with the offerings, nor the sacrificial animals with garlands, nor those
going to the sacred house seeking the grace and pleasure of their Lord; and when you
are free from the obligations of the pilgrimage, then hunt, and let not hatred of a

people  because
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they hindered you from the Sacred Masjid  incite you to exceed the limits, and help
one another in goodness and piety, and do not help one another in sin and
aggression; and be careful of your duty to Allah; surely Allah is severe in requiting evil.

(” (5:2

:According to the Holy Qur’an, offering sacrifice is as important as the Kaaba

دَِئلاقَلاو يَدْهَلاو  مَارحَلا  رَهَّْشلاوَ  سِاَّنلِل  اًمایِق  مَارحَلا  تَْیبلا  هَبَْعکَلا  اللهُا  لَعَجَ 

Allah has made the Kaaba, the sacred house, maintenance for the people, and the“
sacred month and the offerings and the sacrificial animals with garlands. (The Holy

(” Qur’an; 5:97

That is to say, in the same way that the Kaaba serves as factor to bring Muslims

together until the Day of Judgment, offering sacrifice too is an inviolable tradition,
which must exist until the Day of Judgment to show not only the spirit of submission to
God but also to display the wrath of Muslim nations against the enemies of Islam. The
Kaaba represents love and compassion and sacrifice depicts wrath as stipulated by

:the Holy Qur’an

مْهُنَْیَب ءُامَحَرُ  رِاَّفکُْلا  یلَعَ  ءُاَّدشَأَ  هُعَمَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  اللهِا ، لُوسُرَ  دٌَّمحَُم 

Muhammad is the Apostle of Allah, and those with him are firm of heart against the“
(” unbelievers, compassionate among themselves. (48:29

A Living Religion Needs Both Mosque and Sacrifice

The life-giving religion of Islam emphasizes both worship and sacrifice. Offering one’s
life in the way of the religion can safeguard its survival. A true Muslim, while being
man of prayer, is man of fighting against the enemies of God. In the same way that

God has made
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,the Kaaba a place of security

نَیفِِئاَّطلِل یَِتْیَب  ارَِّهطَ  نْأَ  لَیعِامَسـْإِوَ  مَیهِارَْبإِ  �یَلإِ  اَندْهـِعَوَ  یلصـَُم �  مَیهِارَْبإِ  مِاقـَمَ  نِْم  اوذُخـَِّتاوَ  انـًْمأَوَ  سِاَّنلِل  هًَباثـَمَ  تَْیبَْلا  انـَْلعَجَ  ذْإِوَ 
دِوجُُّسلا عَِّکُّرلاوَ  نَیفِکِاعَْلاوَ 

And when) We made the House a pilgrimage for men and a (place of) security. (The “)
(,” Holy Qur’an; 2:125

,He had made sacrifice a source of blessing for human beings

عَِناقَْلا اومُعِطْأَوَ  اهَْنِم  اوُلکُفَ  اهَُبوُنجُ  تْبَجَوَ  اذَإِفَ  َّفاوَصَ �  اهَْیلَعَ  هَِّللا  مَسْا  اورُکُذْافَ  رٌْیخَ �  اهَیِف  مْکَُل  هَِّللا  رِِئاعَشَ  نِْم  مْکَُل  اهَانَْلعَجَ  نَدُْبْلاوَ 
نَورُکُشَْت مْکَُّلعََل  مْکَُل  اهَاَنرَّْخسَ  ذَکَ 

�
کَِل َّرتَْعمُْلاوَ � 

And (as for) the camels, We have made them of the signs of the religion of Allah for“
(” you; for you therein is much good. (The Holy Qur’an; 22:36

God has mentioned camels because they are the most expensive among the animals

offered for sacrifice implying that we should sacrifice the dearest thing for the sake of
.God

Sacrifice, Existed Among Former Nations

The Holy Qur’an shows that the Kaaba was the first place of worship in the world

:before the advent of Islam

.نیملاعلل يًدهو  اًکرَابُم  هََّکبَب  يذَِّلَل  سِاَّنلِل  عَضِوُ  تٍْیَب  لََّوأَ  َّنإِ 

Most surely the first house appointed for men is the one at Bekka, blessed and“
(” guidance for the nations. (The Holy Qur’an; 3:96

Nevertheless, the question of sacrifice does not solely belong to Islam; rather former

:nations too were duty-bound to discharge this divine order

مِاعَْنلأَا هِمَیهَِب  نِْم  مْهُقَزَرَ  امَ  یلَعَ  اللهِا  مَسْا  اورُکُذْیَِل  اًکسَْنمَ  انَْلعَجَ  هٍَّمأُ  ِّلکُِلوَ 

And to every nation We appointed acts of devotion that they may mention the name“
of Allah on what He has given them of the cattle
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(” quadrupeds. (The Holy Qur’an; 22:34

The offering of sacrifice by sons of Adam, the first kind of itself is mentioned in the
:Holy Qur’an

رِخَلآا نَِم  لَّْبقَتَُی  مَْلوَ  امَهَدِحَأَ  نِْم  لَِّبقُُتفَ  اًَناَبرُْق  اَبَّرقَ  ذْإِ  ِّقحَْلاِب  مَدَآ  یْنَْبا  أَبََن  مْهِْیلَعَ  لُْتاوَ 

And relate to them the story of the two sons of Adam with truth when they both“
offered an offering, but it was accepted from one of them and was not accepted from

(” the other. (5:27

To sum it up, in the same way that Islam emphasizes the value of the congregation in
,Mecca and the tight ranks of Muslim worshippers in prayer

اًناوَضْرِوَ هَِّللا  نَِم  الًضْفَ  نَوغُتَْبیَ  ادًَّجسُ  اعًَّکرُ  مْهُارََت 

you will see them bowing down, prostrating themselves, seeking grace from Allah“
(,” and pleasure, (The Holy Qur’an; 48:29

it stresses sacrifice as symbol of courage, freedom, and fighting in defence of truth.
Therefore, Eid ul-Adha (feast of sacrifice) in Mina represents both the spirit of
devotion and submission of the Muslim nations to God and dazzles the eyes of the

.atheists before faith, unity, resolution, and self-sacrifice of Muslims

Since God’s commandments are poly-dimensional, in the study of the Islamic

precepts certain aspects must be ignored while other aspects and advisability must

be taken into consideration. For instance, the Holy Qur’an expressly makes ensuring
the social life conditional upon execution of murderers and the carrying out of law of

,retribution

نَوقَُّتَت مْکَُّلعََل  بِابَْلأَْلا  یِلوأُ  ایَ  هٌایَحَ  صِاصَقِْلا  یِف  مْکَُلوَ 

(,” And there is life for you in (the law of) retaliation, O men of understanding. (2:179“

or the Qur’anic ruling on
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,an adulterer

رِخِآْلا � مِوْیَْلاوَ  هَِّللاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْت  مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  هَِّللا  نِیدِ  یِف  هٌفَْأرَ  امَهِِب  مْکُذْخـُأَْت  اَلوَ  هٍدَْـلجَ �  هََئاِم  امـَهُْنِم  دٍحـِاوَ  َّلکـُ  اودُِـلجْافَ  یِناَّزلاوَ  هُیَِناَّزلا 
نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا نَِم  هٌفَِئاطَ  امَهَُباذَعَ  دْهَشْیَْلوَ 

As for) the fornicatress and the fornicator, flog each of them, (giving) a hundred “)
stripes, and let not pity for them detain you in the matter of obedience to Allah, if you
believe in Allah and the last day, and let a party of believers witness their

(,” chastisement. (24:2

we see that pity for a fornicator has been prohibited, for it is tantamount to disbelief in
Allah and the Day of Judgment. The reason a party of believers should witness the
chastisement of the committers of fornication is to set an example for others and to
ensure the chastity and purity of the society. The Holy Qur’an regards the dignity and

.soundness of the society above those of individuals

,Challenging the Qur’anic Verse

مٌیکِحَ زٌیزِعَ  هَُّللاوَ  هَِّللا �  نَِم  اًلاکََن  ابَسَکَ  امَِب  ءًازَجَ  امَهُیَدِْیأَ  اوعُطَْقافَ  هُقَرِاَّسلاوَ  قُرِاَّسلاوَ 

(” And (as for) the man who steals and the woman who steals, cut off their hands, (5:38“

a biased person asked, “How is it that a hand the worth of which (blood money) is five
hundred mitigals of gold has to be cut off for a stolen object worth quarter a dinar?” A
witty scholar responded, “Honesty has made those hands worthy while theft and

.” dishonesty have made the same hands worthless

We should comprehend the philosophy of God’s commandment. In the above-
mentioned ruling, too, the interests of individuals have been
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.sacrificed for those of society so that people will live in sound society

The Spiritual Philosophy of Offering Sacrifice

A believer who, due to staying in Arafat and al-Mash’ar, has come to the position of
fully getting to know God and has undermined his carnal desires will not naturally
hesitate to sacrifice whatever exists on his way in order to get close to his Beloved

.even if that being is his endeared son, life, and desires

Nevertheless, the Beloved, out of kindness and in consideration of His servant’s
weakness, is content with the sacrifice of an animal and accepts it as symbol of self-
sacrifice in His way provided that the servant, by sacrificing this animal, sacrifices his
bestial inclinations such as greed, jealousy, love of position and fame, mischief,

:pessimism, and other vices, saying with firmness

.ضَرْلأاو تِاوامسّلا  رَطَفَ  يذِلِل  یَهِجوَ  تُهَّجوَ 

Surely I have turned myself, being upright, wholly to Him Who originated the“
(” heavens and the earth. (The Holy Qur’an; 6:79

:While doing this, he should remember the Qur’anic Verse

مْکُْنِم يوَْقَّتلا  هُُلانَیَ  نْکَِلوَ  اهَؤُامَدِ  لاوَ  اهَُموحُُل  اللهَا  لَانَیَ  نَْل 

There does not reach Allah their flesh nor their blood, but to Him is acceptable the“
(” guarding (against evil) on your part. (22:37

God truly seeks His servant’s piety and this virtue cannot be obtained save by killing
.carnal desires and Satanic temptations

يوَأْمَلا یَهِ  هََّنجَلا  َّنإِفَ  يوَهَلا  نِعَ  سَْفَّنلا  یهََنوَ  هِِّبرَ  مَاقَمَ  فَاخَ  نْمَ  اَّمأَوَ 

And as for him who fears to stand in the presence of his Lord and forbids the soul“
from low desires, 41. Then surely the garden  that is
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(” the abode. (The Holy Qur’an; 79:40-1

نَیقَِّتمُْلِل هَُّنجَْلا  تِفَِلزْأُوَ 

And the garden shall be brought near for those who guard against evil. (The Holy“
(” Qur’an; 26:90

Imam Sajjad (as) posed the following questions to a man who had just returned from
:Mecca on the philosophy of Hajj

مُلاسـّلا هِیلع  مَیهاربإ  هََّنسـُ  تَعبّتا  کَنأو  عِرَوَلا  هِقیقح  نِم  هِب  تَکْسـّمت  امب  عِمَّطلا   َ هرَجَنحَ تَحبذ  کَنأ  تَیوََن  کَیَدْهَ  تَحبذَ  امدَنعِف 
.هِِبلق نِاحیرو  هِدِاؤُف  هِرَمثو  هِدَِلوَ  حِْبذَِب 

When offering sacrifice, did you intend to sacrifice greed by restoring to piety? Did“
you pay attention to the fact that you were following Prophet Ibrahim (as) who took

(his endeared son to the sacrifice place for Allah’s satisfaction?”(1

:Describing the pious, Imam ‘Ali (as) says

.نٌومأم هنِم  ُّرشلاو  لٌومأم  هُنم  رُیخَلا  هُظُیغَ ، اًموظکمَ  هُُتوهشَ  هًتِّیم 

His desires deed and his anger suppressed. Good alone is expected from him. Evil “… 
(from him in not to be feared.”(2

The same people, on the Day of Judgment when only the pure heart counts, will be
.honored by God

مٍیِلسَ بٍْلقَِب  اللهَا  یَتأَ  نْمَ  لاّإ  , ِ نَوُنَب لاَوَ  لٌامَ  عُفَْنیَ  مَوْیَ لاَ 

The day on which property will not avail, nor sons except him who comes to Allah“
(” with a heart free from evil. (The Holy Qur’an; 26:88-9

Actually, Prophet Ibrahim (as) was not asked to sacrifice his son, but to have a pure
:heart

مٍیِلسَ بٍْلقَِب  هَُّبرَ  ءَاجَ  ذْإِ  .مَیهِارَْبلإِ  هِِتعَیشِ  نِْم  َّنإِوَ 
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And most surely Ibrahim followed his way when he came to his Lord with a free“
(” heart. (The Holy Qur’an; 37:83-4

,Since sacrificing an animal indicates spiritual state and free heart
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:it has become an act of worship among the Hajj rites

بِوُلقُْلا يوَْقَت  نِْم  اهََّنإِفَ  اللهِا  رَِئاعَشَ  مِّْظعَُی  نْمَوَ  کَِلذَ 

That (shall be so); and whoever respects the signs of Allah, this surely is (the“
(” outcome) of the piety of hearts.(The Holy Qur’an; 22:32

Economic Profits in Sacrifice

Everyone familiar with the Islamic precepts knows well that charity and helping the
poor are indisputable duties of Muslims who have to allocate part of their wealth to
special classes of people under Khums (one-fifth levy) and zakat (religious tax on such
items as wheat, barley, raisin, etc.) In addition to obligatory charity in Islam, there are
other recommended rules for helping the poor aimed at creating love among people

.form different classes

Islam’s social programs automatically bring the rich and the poor close to each other.
Friday and congregational Prayers in Hajj and everyday life bring the rich and the
poor together side by side and in a single rank. Eid ul-Fitr and Eid ul-Adha are two

.occasions on which Muslims perform both congregational Prayer and pay alms

On Eid ul-Fitr, every Muslim is duty-bound to pay ‘fitriyah’ as much as three kilos of
food prevailing in the city to the needy. On Eid ul-Adha, too, it is obligatory on those in
Mina and recommended for those in other countries to sacrifice an animal and give its

:meat to the poor. The Holy Qur’an says

یَّلصَفَ هِِّبرَ  مَسْا  رَکَذَوَ  .یَّکزََت  نْمَ  حَلَْفأَ  دْقَ 

He indeed shall be successful who purifies himself, and magnifies the name of his“
Lord and prays. (The Holy
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(” Qur’an; 87:14-5

In this Verse, purification of wealth precedes prayer, though purification also implies

cleansing oneself of the filth of worldly attachments. We should note that prayer
consolidates man’s relation with God and zakat creates love among individuals of

.society. Both are necessary for the happy life of society

Offering sacrifice has a double aim—to get close to God and to receive His mercy, and
secondly by distributing meat among the poor, one can win hearts of the needy and

.be worthy of their duaa

How to use the meat of a sacrificed animal according to the Holy Qur’an and traditions

عَِناقَْلا اومُعِطْأَوَ  اهَْنِم  اوُلکُفَ  اهَُبوُنجُ  تْبَجَوَ  اذَإِفَ  َّفاوَصَ ، اهَْیلَعَ  اللهِا  مَسْا  اورُکُذْافَ  رٌْیخَ ، اهـَیِف  مْکَُل  اللهِا ، رِِئاعَشـَ  نِْم  مْکَُل  اهـَانَْلعَجَ  نَدُْـبْلاوَ 
.نِورُکُشَْت مْکَُّلعََل  مْکَُل  اهَاَنرَّْخسَ  کَِلذَکَ  َّرتَْعمُْلاوَ ،

And (as for) the camels, We have made them of the signs of the religion of Allah for“
you; for you therein is much good; therefore mention the name of Allah on them as
they stand in a row, then when they fall down eat of them and feed the poor man who

is contented and the beggar; thus have We made them subservient to you, that you
(” may be grateful. (The Holy Qur’an; 22:36

رَیقِفَْلا سَِئابَْلا  اومُعِطْأَوَ  اهَْنِم  اوُلکُفَ 

(” Then eat of them and feed the distressed one, the needy.(The Holy Qur’an; 22:28“

Abu-Sabbah Kanani says: I asked the opinion of Imam Sadiq (as) about the meat of
:sacrifice animal, he (as) said

.تِیبلا لِهلأ  هَُنوکسِمُی  ثٍُلُثو  لِاؤُّّسلا  یلع  ثٍُلُثو  مهِِناریج  یلعَ  ثٍُلُثِب  نِاقَّدصَتَیَ  مُلاسلا  امهِیلع  رٍفَعجَ  وبأو  نِیسحُلا  نَب  ُّیِلعَ  نَاک 

Imam Sajjad and Imam Baqir (as) used to give a third of it to“
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neighbors, another third to beggars, and the remaining third was for the family

.” members

It is therefore incumbent upon the heads of the Islamic nations to create well-
equipped organizations for distributing the meat of sacrificed animals among the
needy on an international level, by getting permission from the religious authorities in
order to realize both the Qur’anic ruling and to display to the world people an example

.of the sublime Islamic teachings

Muhammad ibn Muslim says: I asked Imam Sadiq (as) whether it is permissible to take
:the meat of the sacrificed animals out of Mina. He (as) answered

هِجِارخإِب سَأب  لافَ  سُانلا  رَُثکَ  دقَفَ  مَویلا  امّأف  هِیلإ ، سِانلا  هِجَاحِل  ءٌیش  اهنِم  جُرُخی  لُوقن لا  اّنکُ 

Formerly, people of Mecca were in need for them, but today because of too many“
(pilgrims and sacrifices, their being taken out of Mina is no problem.”(1

Under the present circumstances and due to lack of well-equipped organizations, part
of the sacrificed animals is unfortunately buried. Nevertheless, this loss has to be
tolerated, for the sublime goal of presenting the socio-political aspect of Hajj will be
ensured. That is to say, the financial aspect of the event has to be sacrificed for its

.socio-political aspect

Halq and Taqsir in Mina and the Philosophy

point

Following the completion of sacrifice, a pilgrim’s duty is Halq and Taqsir. Halq means

to shave one’s head, and Taqsir is to shorten the nail or hair. Women must clip their
nails and cut some locks of their hair while men have the choice to shave their heads

,or shorten. According to certain religious decrees
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,Halq is obligatory for men. The Qur’anic Verse on this religious duty is

قِیِتعَْلا تِْیبَْلاِب  اوُفَّوَّطیَْلوَ  مْهُرَوذُُن  اوُفوُیْلوَ  مْهُثَفََت  اوضُْقیَْل  َّمُث 

(” Then let them accomplish their needful acts of shaving and cleansing. (22:29“

:Imam Ridha’ (as) says

هنع مِارحلإا  حُرطَو  خِسَولا  حُرطَو  رِِفاظلأا  مُیلقَت  ثُفََّتلا 

The Arabic word ‘tafath –mentioned in the Holy Qur’an-’ means to clip the nails, to“
(remove dirt, and to come out of the state of Ihram.”(1

Evidently, this is the surface meaning, but the in-depth meaning is purification of soul
.from filth of vices

:Imam Sadiq (as) says

كَرِعشَ قِلحَب  هَنطِابلاو  هَرهِاظّلا  بَویعُلا  قِِلحاو 

(By shaving your head, remove all inward and outward flaws.”(2“

Imam Sajjad (as) posed the following questions to a man who had returned from
:Mecca

کَُّمأُ کَتدلوَ  امک  بِونذّلا  نِم  تَجرَخَو  مَدآ  ینب  هِعَِبَت  نِمو  سِاندلأا  نِم  تَرهّطََت  کَنأ  تَیوََن  کَسَأرَ ، تَْقلحَ  امدَنعِفَ 

Did you have the intention to cleanse yourself from all pollutions and violations of“
rights of people and do without wrongdoings as if you were born of your mother when

(shaving your head in Mina?”(3

.According to other hadiths, the word ‘tafath’ means to meet the Imam

Thareeh asked Imam Sadiq (as) about the meaning of the above-mentioned Qur’anic
:Verse to which the Imam said

مِاملإا ءُاقِل  ثُفَّتلا 
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(tafath’ means to meet the Imam.”(4 “’

By meeting Imam Mahdi (as), darkness of ignorance turns into light of knowledge,
virtues replace vices, and an inner purification comes about. About such people the

:Holy Qur’an says

بٍآمَ نُسْحُوَ  مْهَُل  یَبوطُ  تِاحَلاَِّصْلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلاَ 

As for) those who believe and do good, a good final state shall be theirs “)

p: 153

See al-Wafi; vol. 2 Kitab al-Hajj - 1
See Misbah ush-Shari’a; chapter 21 - 2

See Mustadrak ul-Wasaail; vol. 2 - 3
See al-Wafi; vol. 2 Ziyarat - 4
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(” and a goodly return. (The Holy Qur’an; 13:29

هًبَِیَطّ هًایَحَ  هَُّنیَِیحُْنلَفَ  نٌِمؤُْم  وَهُوَ  یثَْنأُ  وأَ  رٍکَذَ  نِْم  اًحِلاصَ  لَمِعَ  نْمَ 

Whoever does good whether male or female and he is a believer, We will most“
(” certainly make him live a happy life. (The Holy Qur’an; 16:97

:Hence, the Imam (as) drew people’s attention to their duties by saying

انِب اومِتخْاو  هََّکمَب  اوؤدَبِا 

(Begin your Hajj from Mecca and complete it with our visitation.”(1“

By visitation, it is meant to renew one’s pledge with the Imam and to follow him.
Failing to feel the presence of the Imam, they will look like a flock without shepherd,
dispersed and exposed to wolves’ attack. Hence, the only benefit to Halq and Taqsir in
Mina is a physical purification and nothing more. Even their Eid will lost its true
meaning and the sorrows of men of understanding will increase. In this relation,

:Abdullah ibn Dinar quotes Imam Baqir (as) as saying

.مهِرِیغ دِی  یف  مهَّقحَ  نَورَیَ  مهّنلأِ  ...نٌزحُ  هِلآو  هِیلع  هللا  یّلص  دٍَّمحَم  لِلآ  هِیف  دُدّجتَیَ  وهُو  لاّإ  رٍطِْف  لاو  یحضأ  نَیمِلسمُلل  دٍیع  نِْم  ام 

There is no single Eid ul-Fitr or Eid ul-Adha in which Muslims do not renew their“
sorrows for the household of the Holy Prophet —the Ahl ul-Bayt (as)… because they

(see their rights in the hands of others.”(2

On the Eid days when Muslims congregate, the Imam (as) as an ‘axis’ round whom all
should turn must be present. The worshippers must perform prayer under his

leadership, sermons have to be delivered, and the boundaries of the religion
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See al-Wafi; vol. 2 Ziyarat - 1
See Ilal ush-Shara’ie; vol. 2 - 2
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have to be defended by him. Nevertheless, regrettably, they miss the Imam in all
these positions. To whatever direction they go, they do not see any sign of their

.guardian

When they go for Ramy al-Jamarat, they do not have a commander; when they go to
the place of sacrifice, they have no leader; when they perform Halq and Taqsir, and

.there is no sign of the true Reformer and Purifier

The Imam, too, is sad about the disorderly situation of his followers. The Shiite
Muslims who miss their master start lamenting. It is for this reason that one of the
recommended duties or Shiite Muslims on Eid ul-Fitr, Eid ul-Adha, Eid ul-Ghadir, and
Fridays is to read Duaa an-Nudba. ‘Nudba’ means lamenting in separation from an
endeared one, relating a beloved’s description, and shedding tears for his absence.
Hence, as long as the Shiites are separate from their Imam, they keep on lamenting

especially on the said occasions when their sorrows are renewed. A part of Duaa un-
:Nudba says

فِرَذُـتلفَ مهِِلثمِِلو  نَوبدِاّنلا ، بِدِْـنیلفَ  مهُاّیإو  نَوکابلا ، کِْبیَلفَ  امهِلآو ) امهِیلعَ  اللهُا  یلصـَ   ) ٍّیِلعَودٍَّمحم تِیب  لِـهأ  نِم  بِِئاـطلأا  یلعَفَ 
حٍلاص دَـعب  حٌـلاص  نِیـسحُلا  ءُانبأ  نیأ  نِیـسحُلا ، نَیأ  نُسحلا  نَیأ  .نَوجّاعلا  َّجـعِیو  نَوُّجاضـّلا  َّجضـِیو  نَوخرِاصـّلا  خِرَصـْیْلو  عُومدّـلا 

مُجُنلأا نیأ  هُرینمُلا ، رُاـمقلأا  نیأ  هُعَِلاطـّلا ، سُومشـّلا  نیأ  هِرَیَخِلا ، دَـعب  هُرَیَخِلا  نیأ  لـیبسلا ِ، دَـعب  لُـیبسلا  نَیأ  .قٍدِاـص  دَـعب  قٌدِاـصو 
.هیداهلا هرتعلا  نِم  ولخَت  یتلا لا  اللهِا   ُ هّیقِب نیأ  مِلعلا ، دُعِاوقَو  نِیدّلا  مُلاعأ  نیأ  هُرهِازّلا ،

For the purified ones of the progeny of Muhammad and ‘Ali (may peace be upon both
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of them and their progeny); the bewailers should cry and the wailers should wail. And
for their likes tears should be shed and clamorers should clamor and mourners should

?mourn in a heart-rending manner: where is Hasan

Where is Husayn? Where are the children of Husayn— the whole righteous and whole

truthful? Where is the path after the path of righteousness? Where are the virtuous
people after virtuous people? Where are the rising suns? Where are the luminous

moons? Where are the emblems of faith and basis of knowledge? Where is
?” Baqiyyatullah that the world cannot be devoid from the presence of guided progeny

The Eid of Shiite Muslims will come a day when they see on their heads the shade of
the Imam (as) who will hoist the banner of monotheism, will put the world on the path

.of God under the light of his guidance, and will fill the world with security

یب کُْلسْاوَ  هُجَهَْنمَ  عْسِوْأَوَ  هُجَرَخْمَ  لِّْهسـَوَ  هُجَرَفَ  لِّْجعَو  هِیَلإ  ینِم  هٍرَظنِب  يرظِان  لحِکْأَو  هَدَیمحَلا  هََّرغِلاو  هَدَیـشرّلا  هَعَلطّلا  ینرِأ  مَهُّللاَ 
هُرَزْأَ دْدُشْاوَ  هُرَْمأَ  ذْفِنأَو  هُتََّجحَمَ 

O Allah, show me that illustrious countenance, and that illuminated forehead,“
enlighten my eyes with his visit, hasten his reappearance, facilitate his exit, widen his

(path, take me on his path, make his influence pervasive, and support him.”(1

Summary

Both Halq and Taqsir in Mina have hygienic as well as spiritual benefits, a symbol of
moral purification from arrogance, jealousy, avarice, and egotism. They have social

implications; that is, the meeting of the ummah with their Imam
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and leader. Unity is the outcome of such meeting, which in its turn leads to the
.removal of vices and corruption from the society

Staying Overnight in Mina

Staying overnight in Mina is obligatory upon pilgrims. Staying in Mina on the 11th, 12th,
and 13th of Dhu’l-Hijja is also obligatory upon those pilgrims who, in the state of
Ihram, have not abstained from hunting or having intercourse with women and for
those who have delayed their departure from Mina in the afternoon of the 12th of
Dhu’l-Hijja until night. During Tashriq period—the three days following Eid ul-Adha,

:Ramy ul-Jamarat is obligatory. This topic has been mentioned in the Holy Qur’an

یقََّتا نِمَِل  هِْیلَعَ  مَْثإِ  لافَ  رََّخأَت   َ نْمَوَ هِْیلَعَ  مَْثإِ  لافَ  نِْیمَوْیَ  یِف  لََّجعََت  نْمَفَ  تٍادَودُْعمَ  مٍاَّیأَ  یف  اللهَا  مَسْا  اورُکُذْاوَ 

And laud Allah during the numbered days; then whoever hastens off in two days,“
there is no blame on him and whoever remains behind, there is no blame on him, this

(” is for him who guards against evil. (2:203

Imam Sadiq (as) is quoted as saying that the ‘numbered days’ are the same as
Tashriq period. During these days, pilgrims who have performed the major parts of
the Hajj acts have more free time for becoming familiar with Muslims from other

.countries

Understanding Among the Ummah in Mina

One of the important duties of pilgrims in Mina is to create understanding with

brethren in faith from other Islamic sects and to remove any misunderstanding, which

.has been created among Muslims as a result of negative propaganda by the aliens

رِاصَْبلأَا یِلوأُ  ایَ  اورُِبتَعْافَ  مْهِیدِْیأَِب  مْهَُتوُیُب  نَوُبرِخُْی 

They“
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(” demolished their houses with their own hands. (The Holy Qur’an; 58:2

The enemy is looking for every chance to create division among Muslims and by using
the policy of ‘divide to rule’ strengthens its own power. The enemy knows that a
nation that says ‘there is no god but Allah and Muhammad is His Messenger’, that is
neither attracted by the ornaments of the world nor fears death (martyrdom), that,
according to the Holy Qur’an, is “ranks as if they were a firm and compact wall,”(1) will

.foil the enemy’s plot with its individuals’ unity and solidarity

Unfortunately, one billion Muslims believing in One God, one prophet, one Book, and
Kiblah and standing side by side in congregational prayer and Hajj ranks are poled

:apart. This is the same danger the Holy Prophet (saw) expressed in his Farewell Hajj

لَهأ یترتعِو  اللهِا  بَاتک  اولضـَِت : نل  هِب  متذخَأ  نْإ  ام  مکُیف  تُکرَت  دـق  یّنإف  ضٍعب ، بَاقرِ  مکُضـُعَب  بُرِـضی  اًرافّکُ  يدـعب  َّنعُجِرَت  لاف 
.دْهَشْافَ َّمهُّللا  تُغّلب ؟ لهَ  لاأ  .یتیَب 

O Muslims, do not convert to atheism after me by killing each other, for I have left“
with you two things—if you resort to them you will never go astray; the Book of Allah

(and my household. Have I conveyed? O Allah, be the witness.”(2

To sum it up, Islam has set the grounds for gathering of Muslims under various
situations so as to bring their hearts together in a bid to foil the aliens’ conspiracies.

Staying in Mina makes Muslims from all over the world get to
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:know one another, to feel that they are brethren

مُْتْنکُوَ اًناوَخْإِ  هِِتمَْعِنِب  مُْتحْبَصـْأَفَ  مْکُِبوُلُق  نَْیَب  فََّلأَفَ  ءًادَـعْأَ  مُْتْنکُ  ذْإِ  مْکُْیلَعَ  اللهِا  هَمَْعِن  اورُکُذْاوَ  اوُقَّرفََت ، لاوَ  اًـعیمِجَ  اللهِا  لِْـبحَِب  اومُصـِتَعْاوَ 
.نَودُتَهَْت مْکَُّلعََل  هِِتایَآ  مْکَُل  اللهُا  نُِّیبَُی  کَِلذَکَ  اهَْنِم ، مْکُذَقَْنأَفَ  رِاَّنلا  نَِم  هٍرَْفحُ  افَشَ  یلَعَ 

And hold fast by the covenant of Allah all together and be not disunited, and“
remember the favor of Allah on you when you were enemies, then He united your
hearts so by His favor you became brethren; and you were on the brink of a pit of fire,
then He saved you from it, thus does Allah make clear to you His communications that

(” you may follow the right way. (The Holy Qur’an; 3:103

مٌیکِحَ زٌیزِعَ  هَُّنإِ  مْهُنَْیَب  فََّلأَ  اللهَا  َّنکَِلوَ  مْهِِبوُلُق  نَْیَب  تَْفَّلأَ  امَ  اًعیمِجَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  امَ  تَْقفَْنأَ  وَل  مْهِِبوُلُق ، نَْیَب  فََّلأَوَ 

And united their hearts; had you spent all that is in the earth, you could not have “…

united their hearts, but Allah united them; surely He is Mighty, Wise.(The Holy Qur’an;
(” 8:63

Perhaps, the philosophy of staying overnight in Mina and engaging in Ramy al-
Jamarat during the day is that the hands of the Islamic states should consult and

.exchange views and struggle against the agents of Satan

Nights in Mina and Communion With God

Another recommended act in Mina is communion with God in the heart of nights and
under the sky of Mina, a chance that might rarely occur in one’s lifetime. Here is the

(: warning of Imam ‘Ali (as

ضٌیرعَ لُاجَملاو  حٌیسفَ  بُلَقَنمُلاو  هٌندَِل  ءُاضعلأَاو  هٌحَیحصَ  نُادبلأاو  هٌقَلَطُم  نُسُْللأاو  اولمَعْاف  نِلآا  اللهِا ، دِابعِ 
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.هُمَودُق اورظِتَنَت  لاو  هَُلوزُن  مکُیلعَ  اوقِّقحَفَ  تِومَلا  لِولحُو  تِوفَلا  قِاهرْإ  لَبقَ 

O creatures of Allah, you should know now that you have to perform (good) acts,“
because (at present) your tongues are free, your bodies are healthy, your limbs have
movement, the area of your coming is wide; before the loss of opportunity or the
approach of death. Take death’s approach as an accomplished fact and do not think it

(will come hereafter.”(1

:Imam Sadiq (as) used to go to the cemetery at night saying

؟ نَوبیجُِت مکُُتوعَدَ لا  اذإ  یل  ام  رِوُبقُلا ، لَهْأَ  ای 

?” O you who are in graves, how is it that I call you but you do not answer“

:Then the Imam (as) would say

مهُلَثِم نُوکُأ  یّنأَکَو  بِاوجَلا ، نَیَبو  مهُنَیب  اللهِاو  لَیحِ 

By Allah, there is a wall between them and answer making then unable to answer, I“
.” will be like them, too

Then, the Imam (as) would stand facing Kiblah and had communion with God until
(dawn.(2

(: Here is another sermon of Imam ‘Ali (as

هًبَقَعَ مکُمَامأ  َّنإف  دِازّلا ، نِم  مکُِترَضـْحَِب  ام  حِِلاصِب  اوبِلقَْناو  ایندّلا  یلعَ  هَجَرعُلا  اوّلِقأَو  .لِیحَّرلاب  مکُیف  يَدِوُن  دْقفَ  اللهُا ، مُکُمَحِرَ  اوزَّهجََت 
دْقَو اهِبِلاخمَب  مکَُّنأَکَو  هٌبَِئاد  مکُوَحن  هَِّیِنمَلا  ظَحِلامَ  َّنأ  اوملَعاو  .اهدَنعِ  فِوقوُلاو  اهیلعَ  دِورولا  نِم  َّدُب  هًَلوهمَ لا  هًفَوخمَ  لَزِانَمَو  اًدوؤکَ 

.يوقَّتلا دِازِب  اورهِظْتَساو  ایندّلا  قَِئلاعَ  اوعِّطقَفَ  روذحَملا  تُلاضِعُمو  رِوملأُا  تُاعِّطقَُم  اهیف  مکُْتمَهَدَ  دْقَو  مکیف  تْبَشََن 

May Allah have mercy on you, provide yourselves for the journey because the call for“
departure has been announced. Regard your stay in the world as very short, and

return (to Allah) with the best provision
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that is with you, because surely in front of you lies a valley, difficult to climb, and
places of stay full of fear and dangers. You have to reach there and stay in them. And
know that the eyes of death are approaching towards you. It is as though you are
(already) in its talons and it has struck itself against you. Difficult affairs and
distressing dangers have crushed you into it. You should therefore cut away all the

(attachments of this world and assist yourselves with the provision of Allah’s fear.”(1

:The Holy Qur’an, too, recommends night communion with God

.نَورُفِْغتَسْیَ مْهُ  رِاحَسْلأَاِبوَ  .نَوعُجَهْیَ  امَ  لِْیَّللا  نَِم  لاًیِلقَ  اوُناکَ 

They used to sleep but little in the night and in the morning they asked forgiveness.“
(” (51:17-8

Therefore, pilgrims should rise up and have communion with God during these nights,
which are replete with God’s mercy. Muhammad ibn Sinan quotes Imam Ridha’ (as) as

:saying

.تَْئشِ ام  کَِّبرَ  یلعَ  َّنمََت  مُیهِاربإِ ، ای  كَانهَ : لَاق  مُلاسلا  هِیلعَ  لَیِئاربجِ  َّنأ  یًنَِم  ینَِم  تْیَِّمسُ  اهِلجْأ  نِم  یتلا  هَُّلعِلا  ... 

The reason Mina(2) is called so is that in this place Angel Gabriel told Prophet Ibrahim:“
(Desire what you wish from your Lord.”(3

Pilgrims should prepare themselves here to be given the permission to move towards

.God’s House

It is narrated that Imam Sadiq (as), when was asked about the philosophy of the
:pilgrims’ staying in al-Mash’ar and Mina before visiting God’s house, said

َّمث .لِوخُّدلاب  مهُل  نَذِأَ  یّتح  بِابلاِب  مهُفَقَوَ  نَورِئازّلا  هُدَصَقَ  نْأ  امّلفَ  هُُباب ، رَعَشمَلاو  هُُباجحِ  مَرَحَلاو  اللهِا  تُیَب  هَبعکَلا  َّنلأ 

p: 161

See Nahjul Balagha; sermon 195 - 1
’The Arabic ‘mina’ is very close to the Arabic ‘muna’ which means ‘wish - 2

See Ilal ush-Sharai’e; vol. 2 p. 120 - 3

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 220 of 301

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_161_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_161_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_161_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


اورَّهطََتو مهُثَفََت  اوضَقَو  مهَنابرُق  اوبَّرقَ  اَّملفَ  .مهِِنابرُق  بِیرْقتِب  مْهُرَمَأَ  مهِعُِّرضـََت  لِوطُ  یلإ  رَظََن  اَّملفَ  هُفَِلدَزُْم ، وَهوَ  یناّثلا  بِاجحِلاِب  مهُفَقَوَ 
.هٍرَاهطَ یلعَ  هِرَایِّزلاِب  مهُرَمَأَ  هَُنود  اًباجحِ  مهُل  تْناکَ  یتّلا  بِونذّلا  نِم 

This is because the Kaaba is Allah’s House, the Sacred Mosque His veil, and al-“
Mash’ar His gate. When pilgrims intend to visit Allah’s House, they are ordered to stop
outside in order to be given permission to enter. There is the second veil, which is
Muzdalifah, and pilgrims have to stop there. Since Allah has witnessed their

supplication, He orders them to offer sacrifice. When they offer their sacrifices and
are purified from filth and sins, which are veils between them and Allah, they are

.” ordered to visit His sacred House

The Imam (as) also answered the one who asked why it is blameworthy to fast on
:days of Tashriq

.هُفَاضأَو هُرَاز  نمَ  دَنعِ  مَوصیَ  نْأ  فِیَّضلِل  یغبَنیَ  لاو  هِِتفَایضِ ، یفو  هُُفایضْأ  مهُو  اللهِا  رُاوّزُ  مَوقَلا  َّنلأَ 

Since all pilgrims are Allah’s guests and attend His feast, the guest should not fast in“
(the House of the Host Who has invited him to His banquet.”(1

Kheif Mosque in Mina

One of the holy places in Mina is Kheif Mosque, which is said to be the worship place of
the prophets (as) and the place of sacrifice of Ismaeel (as). Performing prayer,

.reciting the Holy Qur’an, and supplications are recommended in this place

Halting Place 7: Visitation of the Kaaba and Kissing the Black Stone

point

Thanks to God, we have gone through the six fold Halting places and in each a veil
between us and God is removed, and by offering sacrifice and

p: 162

See Ilal ush-Shara’ie; vol. 2 p.128 - 1
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removing vices, we are purified both physically and spiritually to visit God’s House and
kiss the Black Stone. We leave Mina for the Sacred House to once again perform
circumambulation, Sa’y between Safa and Marwa, which we had already done as
umrah but this time as Tamattu’. We intend to attain the highest degree of human

dignity by kissing and caressing the Black Stone, which is symbol of shaking hands of
.servitude with God and renewing the pledge of servitude

Those pilgrims who, during their stay in Mina, have had time and come to Mecca for
circumambulation, Sa’y and Tawaf un-Nissa, are now free, but those who have
delayed their acts in Mecca, go for circumambulation and Sa’y after returning from

.Mina

The Black Stone, God’s Hand On the Earth

The Black Stone installed in the eastern corner of the Kaaba—the start point of
circumambulation is described by the Holy Prophet (saw) as God’s Hand and shrine

.for all prophets and Imams throughout history

:Imam Sadiq (as) quotes the Holy Prophet (saw) as saying

.هِافاومُلاب هُمَلَتَسا  نمَل  دُهَشیَو  لِیخَّدلا  وأ  دِبعَلا  هَحَفَاصُم  هُقَْلخَ  اهب  حُِفاصیَ   ) هِضِرأَ یف  اللهِا  نُیمیَ  هَُّنإفَ  نَکُّْرلا  اومِلتَسْاو  تِیبَلاب  اوفوطُ 

Circumambulate the House and caress the Corner, for it is Allah’s right hand on the“
earth by which He shakes hand with His servants in the same way as a slave or
seeker of refuge shake hands (with masters). The Corner also will testify for him who

(caress it of accomplishment of the duty.”(1

The Black Stone Is of Heavenly Essence and God’s Trustee among Servants

point

Many questions have been made on the nature of the Black Stone, the reason it has
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See Ilal ush-Shara’ie; vol. 2 p. 109 hadith 3 - 1
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been installed on the eastern corner of the Kaaba, and the philosophy of kissing and
caressing it. Sheikh Saduq, in Vol. 2 of Ilal ush-Sharai’e, and Faiz, in vol. 2 of al-Wafi,
write that Bakr ibn Ayun reported that he asked Imam Sadiq (as) about the Black
Stone, its position, and the reason why it is kissed. He (as) answered: “You have posed
a difficult question out of curiosity. Now listen carefully to understand what I say, Allah
willing. Do you know what the Black Stone was?” I answered, “No.” The Imam (as)

:said

The Black Stone used to be an angel. When Allah took pledge from the angels (about“
the divinity of Allah, the prophethood of Muhammad (saw), and the Imamate of ‘Ali
(as)) it was the first angel who believed and confessed to it. Hence, Allah made him a
trustee of his people and entrusted to him the pledge He had taken from other
creatures making them duty-bound to come to him every year and renew their

.allegiance

Then, Allah made that angel Adam’s friend to remind him of his pledge and to confess
to it again until Adam abandoned what was a superior order and was expelled from
Paradise. On the earth, Adam was wandering without having anyone as friend but
when his repentance was accepted, Allah sent the same angel to him in the form of a

.white pearl. Adam rejoiced at seeing it but did not recognize it

Therefore, it turned into the former shape introducing himself to
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Adam and reminding him of his covenant. Recognizing him, Adam began to weep,
kissed him, and renewed his allegiance. Once again, Allah turned him into white pearl.
Since then, Adam carried it on his shoulder respectfully and renewed his pledge every
year until the Kaaba was built and, on Allah’s order, it was installed on the eastern
corner of the House. It was the same place where Allah took pledge from the children
of Adam and men’s pledge was entrusted to that angel. It is from the same pillar that
Archangel Gabriel will descend to Imam Mahdi (as) expressing his allegiance to him. It

.is also the same position on which Imam Mahdi will lean and speak

The reason Allah has entrusted the covenant to that angel is that when Allah asked
the angels to confess of His divinity, Muhammad’s prophethood, and ‘Ali’s Imamate, a
kind of worry was created in them due to the heavy task but not to that angel. No
angel is equal to him in terms of love for Muhammad and his household. Allah chose

.him from among the angels and entrusted the creatures’ covenant to him

On the Day of Judgment, this angel will witness with his eyes and tongue in favor of
everyone who has come to this place, renewed his pledge, and has been faithful. As
for kissing the Black Stone and behaving humbly there, they are aimed at renewing

the pledge and allegiance with Allah. Do you not realize that when kissing the Black
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Stone, you say, I performed my duty and kept my promise so that you will testify to
.my faithfulness

By Allah, no one can give and keep this pledge save our followers. It is our followers

who, when coming to the Black Stone, will be recognized and affirmed but others will

be denied because they have not kept the pledge. Therefore, by Allah, the Black Stone
will testify in your favor and against them for the breach of promise and disbelief. He
is the Perfect proof of Allah on them. He will come in his former shape, with a tongue
to speak and eyes to see. People know him. He will testify in favor of those who have
been faithful and have renewed their pledge and testify against those who have

.” denied him and breached the promise

Note

Every fair-minded, by reflecting on Islam, the Holy Qur’an, and hadiths of the
immaculate Imams (as) admits that the extraordinary and supernatural events in the
lives of the prophets and saints cannot be denied nor can any individual believing in
the Holy Qur’an have the least doubt about them. The Holy Qur’an, this heavenly

,living evidence testifies that the rod of Moses turned into a serpent

نٌیِبُم نٌابَْعُث  یَهِ  اذَإِفَ  هُاصَعَ  �یقَْلأَفَ 

(,” So he threw his rod, then lo! It was a clear serpent. (The Holy Qur’an; 7:107“

(: and the fire became cool for Ibrahim (as

مَیهِارَْبإِ �یلَعَ  امًالَسَوَ  ادًرَْب  یِنوکُ  رُاَن  ایَ  انَْلُق  , 

(,” We said: O fire, be a comfort peace to Ibrahim. (The Holy Qur’an; 21:69“

or
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,Jesus’ ability to bring the dead to life

هَِّللا � نِذْإِِب  ارًْیطَ  نُوکُیَفَ  هِیِف  خُفُْنأَفَ  رِْیَّطلا  هِئَْیهَکَ  نِیِّطلا  نَِم  مْکَُل  قُُلخْأَ  یِّنأَ  مْکُِّبرَ �  نِْم  هٍیَآِب  مْکُُتْئجِ  دْقَ  یِّنأَ  لَیِئارَسـْإِ  یِنَب  �یَلإِ  اًلوسُرَوَ 
نْإِ مْکَُل  هًیَآَل  ذَ 

�
کَِل یِف  َّنإِ  مْکُِتوُیُب �  یِف  نَورُخَِّدَـت  امَوَ  نَوُلکُأَْـت  امـَِب  مْکُُئِّبَنأُوَ  هَِّللا �  نِذْإِِـب  �یَتوْمَْلا  یِیحْأُوَ  صَرَْبأَْـلاوَ  هَمَکْأَْـلا  ئُرِْبأُوَ 

نَیِنِمؤُْم مُْتْنکُ 

That I have come to you with a sign from your Lord… and bring the dead to life. (The“
(” Holy Qur’an; 3:49

Evidently, all these extraordinary events have taken place with God’s permission.
Therefore, if we are given certain hadiths about miracles in the lives of the prophets,
Imams, or about the Kaaba, the Black Stone, and the Standing-place of Ibrahim, and
they are not contrary to indisputable Qur’anic principles, it would be unfair to have
doubt about them, for all the miracles and extraordinary events which the Holy

.Qur’an has expressly confirmed are outside the logic of natural sciences

We now acknowledge the truthfulness and heavenly nature of the Holy Qur’an, under
its guidance, admit that beyond this material world there is a world full of mysteries

and lights which we cannot see. The relation between the material and spiritual
worlds is exactly the relation between body and soul. All phenomena of this world are
defective examples of the original truths and realities of that world. In this relation,

:the Holy Qur’an says

.مٍوُلْعمَ رٍدَقَِب  لاّإ  هُُلِّزنَن  امَوَ  هُُنِئازَخَ  اَندَْنعِ  لاّإ  ءٍیْشَ  نِْم  نْإِوَ 

There is not a thing but with us are the treasures of it; and“
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(” We do not send it down but in a known measure. (15:21

This Qur’anic verse indicates that all things have, beyond this world, infinite existence
but when coming to this world, they are limited to certain measure. About the Holy

:Qur’an itself, God says

.نَیمَِلاعَْلا ِّبرَ  نِْم  لٌیزِْنَت  .نَورَُّهطّمُْلا  لاّإِ  هُُّسمَیَ  .نٍوُنکْمَ لا  بٍاتَکِ  یِف  .مٌیرِکَ  نٌآرْقَُل  هَُّنإِ 

Most surely, it is an honored Qur’an, in a book that is protected –hidden- none shall“
(” touch it save the purified ones. (The Holy Qur’an; 77:80

This Qur’anic Verse considers a world beyond this one and a form beyond the tangible
:form, for the truth of the Holy Qur’an. Elsewhere, the Holy Qur’an says

هُُلیوِأَْت مْهِِتأْیَ  اَّمَلوَ  هِمِْلعِِب  اوطُیحُِی  مَْل  امَِب  اوُبَّذکَ  لَْب 

Nay, they reject that of which they have no comprehensive knowledge and the final“
(” sequel of it has not yet come to them. (10:39

:The day of sequel is on the Day of Judgment

.دٌیدِحَ مَوْیَْلا  كَرُصَبَفَ  كَؤُاطَغِ  کَْنعَ  انَْفشَکَفَ  اذَهَ  نِْم  هٍلَْفغَ  یِف  تَْنکُ  دْقََل 

Certainly, you were heedless of it, but now We have removed from you your veil, so“
(” your sight today is sharp. (50:22

Many hadiths confirm the truthfulness of the Qur’anic Verses, the sequel, and face to
which all beings return. One of these hadiths is related to the Holy Qur’an itself. Jaber

:quotes Imam Baqir (as) as saying

: نَولوقیفَ نَیِّیبّنلا  یلإ  مهُزُوِاجُیف  اّنم ، لُجـُرّلا  اذـه  نَولوقیف : نَیمِلـسمُلاب  ُّرمُیَفَ  هًرَوص  هِیلإ  رٍوظنمَ  نِسَحأ  یف  هِماـیقِلا  مَوی  نُآرقُلا  ءُیجِی 
: لُوقیف لّجو  زّع   ِ هزعِلا ِّبرَ  یلإ  یَهِتنی  یّتح  اّنم ، وَهُ  نَولوقیفَ : نَیِبرَقمُلا  هِکَِئلامَلا  یلإ  مهُزُوِاجُیف  اّنِم ، وه 
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كَرابت لُوقیف  .هلَیل  رهَسْأ  ملو  هُرَجِاوهَ  أْمظأ  مل  نٍلاف  نُب  نُلافو  ایندّلا ، رِاد  یف  هُلَیل  تُرهَسـْأو  هرَجِاوه  تُأمظأ  نٍلاف  نُب  نُلاُف  ُّبرَ ، ای 
هُتََلزِنمَ مهُنِم  لٍجُر  ُّلکُ  غَُلبی  یّتح  یقریَو  أُرَقیِف  لاق )  ) .قَرْاو ْأرْقإ  نِِمؤمُلل : لُوقیفَ  هَُنوعِبّتیفَ  مُوقیَفَ  مهِلزِانمَ ، یلع  هََّنجَلا  مهُلخِدأَ  یلاـعَتو :

.اهُلزِْنیَفَ هل  یَهِ  یتلا 

On the Day of Judgment, the Holy Qur’an turning into the most handsome man will“
pass by Muslims. They will say: This man is ours. He then will pass by the prophets and

.they will say: He is ours. He then will pass by the angels

They will say: he is ours. Finally, he will stand before Allah saying: O Lord, I
encouraged such and such person to fast on hot days while he was thirsty and
encouraged him to keep vigil but I did not keep such and such person thirsty on hot
days nor did I make him keep vigil. Then, Allah will say: Make the former one enter

.Paradise and settle them in suitable houses

Then, the Holy Qur’an will move forward and those loving the Holy Qur’an will follow
him, He will say to the believing man: Read and ascend. The believing man will read

(and ascend until he reaches his special station and will settle there.”(1

This hadith shows the sequel of the Holy Qur’an as the most handsome man whose

glory and majesty impress even the angels and prophets. He is eventually missioned

.by God to make the believers settle in their heavenly houses

All Beings in the World Have Two Features

point

Those having foresight believe that all
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beings have two features, one towards the world and the other towards the heaven.
Their features, which are related to the world is quite and dead but their features,

.which are related to heaven is stormy and living

Superficial observers who see the worldly features cannot possibly accept that a rod
can turn into a serpent, a tree or stone speak, a mountain gives birth of a camel, or
the Black Stone turns into a seeing and speaking man who witnesses people’s deeds

.both in the world and the Hereafter, and testify to their belief and disbelief

Hence, they deny all the miracles and extraordinary events. They do not know that
the same dead land and dry wood behind their dead features have living features,

:which they will show when ordered by God the Ever living the Self-Subsistence

.مْهُحَیِبسَْت نَوهُقَْفَت  نْکَِلوِ لاَ  هِدِمْحَِب  حُِّبسَُی  لاّإِ  ءٍیْشَ  نِْم  نْإِوَ 

And there is not a single thing but glorifies Him with His praise, but you do not“
(” understand their glorification. (The Holy Qur’an; 17:44

نَوعُجَرُْت هِْیَلإِوَ  ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُ  تُوکُلَمَ  هِدِیَِب  يذَِّلا  نَاحَْبسُفَ 

Therefore glory be to Him in Whose hand is the kingdom of all things, and to Him you“
(” shall be brought back. (The Holy Qur’an; 36:83

The two Qur’anic Verses show that the heavenly features of every being control its
.earthly features

Summary

In view of what we have discussed so far it was made clear that all the traditions
about the Kaaba and the Black Stone are against common sense and are in line with

indisputable
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Qur’anic precepts, and due to their frequent narration and their compatibility with the
Qur’anic criteria of miracles and extraordinary events, their truthfulness has been

.confirmed by sources of revelation

Some Notes

Kissing and Caressing the Black Stone by Causing Inconvenience to Others

Evidently, caressing the Black Stone during circumambulation is a recommended act
provided that the site is not overcrowded. But if such an act causes inconvenience to

.the pilgrims it should be avoided and waving of hand to it is sufficient

Seif Tammar narrated: I said to Imam Sadiq (as): “I went towards the Black Stone and
found a huge crowd. I came across a Shiite Muslim and asked him about my duty. He

:said, ‘You have no option but to caress the Black Stone.’” The Imam (as) said

دٍیعَب نِم  مِّلسَفَ  لاإو  اًیِلاخ  هَُتدجوَ  نْإ 

(Caress the Black Stone if there is empty space otherwise greet it from afar.”(1“

Imam Ridha’ (as) was asked: Do pilgrims have to fight with one another over
:caressing the Black Stone when there is huge crowds?” The Imam (as) answered

كَدِیِب ءًامَیإ  هِیلإ  مِوأَفَ  کَلذک  نَاک  نْإ 

(When it is such, wave hand to it.”(2“

Avoid Dropping Pebbles Round the Kaaba

Some pilgrims in order to forget the rounds of circumambulation, drop small pebbles
round the Kaaba. Not only does this act make the floor of the Sacred Mosque dirty but

.also it causes inconvenience to others. Hence, it should be avoided

Take Part in the Congregational Prayer and Do Not Leave the Mosque

It is sometimes seen that some Shiite Muslims due to lack of knowledge of their
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religious orders and without understanding the sublime objective of Islam in holding
this international congress of Muslims, leave the Mosque when hearing the

p: 171

See al-Kafi; vol. 4 p. 405 hadith 3 - 1
Ibid - 2

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 231 of 301

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


call to prayer. Those who are preparing for the congregational prayer in the Mosque

ask themselves the following questions: Who are these people? Do they not believe in
prayer? If so, what are they doing here? Why have they come to Mecca and what is

?their relation with the Holy Prophet

.Hence, Shiite pilgrims must be careful not to do something disgraceful

Ishaq ibn Ammar narrated that Imam Sadiq (as) asked him, ‘O Ishaq, do you pray with

:the Sunni Muslims in mosques?’ ‘Yes, I do,’ answered I. The Imam (as) then said

.هللا لِیبس  یف  هُفَیسَ  رِهِاَّشلاک  لَِّولأا  ِّفَّصلا  یف  مهعَمَ  یّلصَمُلا  َّنإفَ  مهُعَمَ ، ِّلصَ 

Pray with them, for whoever prays with them in the first rank (of the congregational‘
(prayer) is like a soldier who fights in the way of Allah.’(1

:Hammad ibn Uthman quotes Imam Sadiq (as) as saying

لَِّولأا ِّفَّصلا  یف  هِلآو  هِیلع  اللهُا  یّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسرَ  فَلخَ  یّلصَ  نْمَکَ  نَاک  لَِّولأَا  ِّفَّصلا  یف  مهُعَمَ  یّلصَ  نْمَ 

He who performs prayer with them (the other Muslim sects) in the first rank –of the“
Congregational Prayer- is as if he participates in a congregational prayer led by the

(Messenger of Allah (saw) in the first rank.”(2

:Shahham quotes Imam Sadiq (as) as saying

هََّمِئـلأا اونوکَت  نْأ  مُتْعطَتَسـْا  نِإِو  مهُزَِئاـنجَ ، اودهَشـْاوَ  مهُاضـَرْمَ  اودُوعـُو  مهِدِجـِاسمَ  یف  اوُّلصـَ  مهِِقـلاخْأب ؛ سَاّـنلا  اوقِلاـخ  دُـیزَ ، اـی 
مُتکْرََت اذإو  .هَُباحـصأ  بُِّدؤَُی  ام  نَسَحْأ  نَاک  اـم  اًرفَعجَ ، اللهُا  مَحِرَ  هَُّیرِفَْعجَلا  ءِـلاؤهَ  اولاـق  کَـلذ  مُتلعَفَ  اذإ  مکَُّنإفـَ  اولعَفافـَ ، نَینِّذؤَمُلاو 

.هَُباحصأ بُِّدؤَُی  ام  أَوَسْأ  نَاک  ام  رٍفَْعجَب  اللهُا  لَعَفَ  هَُّیرِفَْعجَلا ، ءِلاؤهَ  اولاق  کَلذ 

O Zeid, show good
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behavior towards them. Perform prayer in their mosques, visit their patients, take
part in their funerals, and assume the position of one who calls to prayer and leads
the congregational prayer. If you do so, people will refer to you in good words, and
since you are Jafarites –followers of Jafar-, people will praise Jafar for the good moral

standards that he taught his companions. But if you neglect so, people will refer to you
(in bad manner and will not praise Jafar for his companions’ bad manners.(1

Do Not Miss the Opportunity of Performing Circumambulation and Prayer in the Sacred
Mosque and Reading the Holy Qur’an

You stay a few days and nights in Mecca between umrah and Tamattu’ in the vicinity
of God’s House. It is excellent opportunity to acquire happiness of the Hereafter

.during this period. Therefore, we should take a provision for the Day of Judgment

.يرَکِّْذـلا هَُل  یَّنأَوَ  نُاسَْنلإِا  رَُّکذَتـَیَ  ذٍِـئمَوْیَ  مََّنهَجَِب  ذٍِـئمَوْیَ  ءَیجِوَ  .اًفّصـَ  اًفّصـَ  کُلَمَْلاوَ  کَُّبرَ  ءَاجَوَ  .اًکّدَ  اًکّدَ  ضُرْلأَا  تَِّکدُ  اذَإِ  ـّلاکَ 
.یِتایَحَِل تُْمَّدقَ  یِنتَْیَل  ایَ  لُوقُیَ 

Nay! When the earth is made to crumble to pieces and your Lord comes and also the“
angels in ranks and hell are made to appear on that day. On that day shall man be
mindful, and what shall being mindful then avail him? He shall say: O! Would that I had

(” sent before for this my life! (The Holy Qur’an; 89:21-4

.نَوعُجَرُْت انَْیَلإِ لا  مْکَُّنأَوَ  اًثبَعَ  مْکُانَْقلَخَ  اَّمنأَ  مُْتْبسِحَفَأَ 

What! Did you then think that We had created you in vain and that you shall not be “
(” returned to Us?(The Holy Qur’an; 23:115

What is impossible for the pilgrims
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is to perform in any place of the world and on any day or night and its loss will be
regretted is the circumambulation of the Kaaba, caressing the Black Stone, prayer in

.the standing-place of Ibrahim and the Hijr Ismaeel

:The Holy Prophet of Islam (saw) says

.هِمَایقِلا مَوی  مکفِِئاحصَ  یف  دُجَوی  ءٍیشَ  ُّلقَأ  هُّنإف  فِاوطّلا ، نِم  اورِثکتَسِا 

Circumambulate the Kaaba too much, for it is the least in the book of your deeds on“
(the Day of Judgment.”(1

.نیفِئاطّلاب یهابُیَل  اللهَا  َّنإ 

(Allah is proud of those who circumambulate the Kaaba.”(2“

:Imam Ridha’ (as) says

مل نْإفَ  اًطوشَ  هَِئامِثلاَثَفَ  عْطِتَسـَْت  مل  نْإفَ  هِنََّسلا ، مِاّیأ  دَدَعـَ  نَیِّتسِوَ  هٍَئامِثلاََث  هِنََّسلا  مِاّـیأ  دِدِعـَِب  هََّکمَب  هُمَاـقُم  لُجـَُّرلا  فَوطیَ  نْأ  ُّبحَتَـسُی 
.هََّکمَب تَمقَأَ  ام  فِاوطّلا  نِم  رِثکأَفَ  عطِتَسَت 

As long as one stays in Mecca, it is recommended to circumambulate as many as“
days of a year. If this is impossible, make it three hundred times, and if this is also

.” impossible, make it as many as possible

The Virtue of Prayer in the Sacred Mosque

:Imam Ridha’ (as) quotes his honorable ancestors and Imam Baqir as saying

.دِجِاسمَلا نِم  هِرِیغَ  یف  هٍلاصَ  فِلأ  هَِئاِم  نِم  لُضَفأ  مِارحَلا  دِجِسمَلا  یف  هٌلاصَ 

One Rakat of prayer in the Sacred Mosque is better than a hundred thousand Rakat“
(of prayer in other mosques.”(3

The Virtue of Reading the Whole Qur’an in Mecca

:Imam Baqir (as) says

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 234 of 301

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_174_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_174_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_174_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نِم تِانـسحَلاو  رِجْـلأا  نِم  هُل  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  هِعَمجُلا  مِویَ  یف  هُمَتَخَو  رَثَـکأو  کَـلذ  نِم  َّلقـَأو  هٍعَمُجُ  یلإ  هٍعَمُجُ  نِم  هَکّمَب  نَآرقُلا  مَتَخَ  نمَ 
.کَلذکَف مِاّیلأا  رِِئاس  یف  هُمتَخَ  نْإو  اهیِف ، نُوکت  هٍعَمُج  رِخِآ  یلإ  اینُّدلا  یف  تْناک  هٍعَمُج  لِوّأ 

Whoever reads the whole Qur’an in Mecca within a week, less“
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or more, and finishes it on Friday, Allah will write for him as many rewards as Fridays
in this world. If he reads the whole Qur’an on other days, the same rewards will be

(written for him.”(1

Do Not Miss the Umrah Mufradah

In addition to circumambulating, offering prayers, and reciting the Holy Qur’an, one
.must not miss performing the umrah mufradah so long as he is in Mecca

Ibn-Uzaina reports that he asked Imam Sadiq (as) some questions and the Imam

:himself wrote down the answers

امهَُّنلأ اًعیمجَ  هَرَمعُلاو  َّجحـَلا  هِِب  ینعیَ  مُاملإا ) لاق  ، ) لاًیبسَ هِیلإِ  عَاطتَسـْا  نِمَ  تِْیبَلا  ُّجحـِ  سِاّنلا  یلعَ  اللهِوَ  لّـجو : زّع  هللا  لِوقَ  نعَ  هُُتْلأسـَ 
.امهِیف مُرِحْمُلا  یقَِّتیَ  ام  ءَاقِّتاوَ  امهَُئادأَ  امهِِمامتَِب  ینعیَ  مُاملإا )  ) لَاق هَرَمْعُلاو اللهِ ، َّجحَلا  اوُّمِتأَوَ  لّجَو : زّع  اللهِا  لِوق  نعَ  هُُتلأسَوَ  .نِاضورفمَ 

.هُرَمْعُلا رُغَصْلأا  ُّجحَلاو  رِامجِلا ، یُْمرَو  هَفَرَعَِب  فُوُقولا  رُبَکْلأا  ُّجحَلا  لَاقفَ : رُبَکْلأَا ، ُّجحَْلاَ  لّجَو : زّع  اللهِا  لِوقَ  نعَ  هُُتلأَسَو 

,I asked him about God’s saying“

and pilgrimage to the House is incumbent upon men for the sake of Allah, (upon)‘
(’ every one who is able to undertake the journey to it, (The Holy Qur’an; 3:97

and he (as) answered, ‘This indicates to both Hajj and umrah since they both are
,incumbent.’ I also asked him about God’s saying

And accomplish the pilgrimage (Hajj) and the visit(umrah) for Allah, (The Holy Qur’an;‘
(’ 2:196

and he (as) answered, ‘This means that they both must be accomplished completely

and that every act that is forbidden for the Muhrim to do is also forbidden to be done
during periods of Hajj and Urmah.’ I
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,also asked him about God’s saying

(’ the day of the greater pilgrimage –Hajj-… (The Holy Qur’an; 9:3‘

and he (as) answered, ‘the greater Hajj is halting in Arafat and throwing the pebbles,
(and the minor Hajj is the Umrah.’”(1

To mention the parents, brethren, and neighbors during the performance of acts of
.Hajj is praiseworthy and recommended

Ibn-Ammar narrates that he asked Imam Sadiq (as) whether it is acceptable to
include his parents and brothers with his performance of Hajj though they all

:performed Hajj. The Imam (as) answered

مُوَّصلاو هُلاصـّلا  هِرِبقَ  یف  تِِّیمَلا  یلعَ  لُخُدیَ  .مهُایإ  کَِتلَصـِِب  اًرجْأَ  کََلو  اًجّحَ  کَلوَ  اًجّحَ  مهُل  لٌعِاجَ  یلاعَت  اللهَا  َّنإفَ  کَعَمَ ، مهُلعِجْإِ 
.قُْتعِلاو هُقَدَصّلاو  ُّجحَلاو 

Include them with your Hajj, for Allah the Exalted will write to them and you the“
rewards of performance of Hajj and, additionally, you will exclusively obtain the
reward of regarding your relatives. The rewards of prayers, fasting, Hajj, almsgiving,
and manumission (of slaves) that are offered for the death reach them while they are

(in their graves.”(2

Conclusion of the Hajj Rites

point

.اًرکْذِ َّدشَأَ  وْأ  مکَُئابآ  مکُرِکْذِکَ  اللهَا  اورُکُذْافَ  مکُکَسِانمَ  مُتْیضَقَ  اذإف 

So when you have performed your devotions, then laud Allah as you lauded your“
(” fathers, rather a greater lauding. The Holy Qur’an; 2:200

We have already discussed how the physical acts of the Hajj rites represent the
spiritual stations of perfect human beings who attain affinity with God and live a
prosperous life in both this world and the Hereafter. Now that we have completed the

Hajj rites, we should see whether we have
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.gone through a spiritual change or not

People of the Pre-Islamic Era Performed Hajj, Too

Reading history, we find out that the Arabs in the pre-Islamic era performed Hajj as
follows: During the Hajj season, after performing the usual rites and sacrificing
animal, gathered in Mina, started vying with each other in glory and boasted of having
such and such fathers and ancestors. They were so business-minded that even in the
gatherings held in Arafat and Mina under the name of Hajj, they were thinking of
increasing their profits, boasting their business and living an aristocratic life. What

they lacked and what was meaningless of them was moral virtues and spiritual
:perfection. They were an example of a people described by the Holy Qur’an

اًعْنصُ نَوُنسِحُْی  مْهَُّنأَ  نَوُبسَحْیَ  مْهُوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَلا  یِف  مْهُُیْعسَ  َّلضَ  نَیذَِّلا  .لاًامَعْأَ  نَیرِسَخْلأَاِب  مْکُؤُِّبنََن  لْهَ  لُْق 

Say: Shall We inform you of the greatest losers in their deeds? These are they whose“
labor is lost in this world's life and they think that they are well versed in skill of the

(” work of hands. (18:103-4

They were thinking only of the worldly wealth and ignored the spiritual aspect of Hajj.
:In this relation, the Holy Qur’an says

هًنَسَحَ هِرَخِلآا  یِفوَ  هًنَسَحَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  انَِتآ  انََّبرَ  لُوقُیَ  نْمَ  مْهُْنِموَ  .قٍلاخَ  نِْم  هِرَخِلآا  یِف  مْهَُل  امَوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  انَِتآ  انََّبرَ  لُوقُیَ  نْمَ  سِاَّنلا  نَمِفَ 
رِاَّنلا بَاذَعَ  انَِقوَ 

But there are some people who say, Our Lord! Give us in the world, and they shall“
have no resting place... And there are some among them who say: Our Lord! Grant us

good in

p: 177
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this world and good in the hereafter, and save us from the chastisement of the fire.
(” They shall have (their) portion of what they have earned. (2:201-2

O Pilgrims of the Sacred House

O pilgrims of the Sacred House, come to yourselves, for the heavenly call of the Holy
Qur’an echoes in the ears of our soul: O Couriers of God’s House who have taken off
your worldly garment and have given positive response to your Lord! O you who stay
in Arafat, al-Mash’ar, and Mina! O you who stone Satan to death! O you who sacrifice
the animal of concupiscence! O you who remove vices by shaving your head and
clipping your nail! O you who renew your pledge with God by caressing the Black
Stone! Do not forget your covenant and remember God a great deal! Remember the

:following Qur’anic Verse throughout your life

َّنإِفَ اودَُّوزََتوَ  اللهُا  هُمْلَْعیَ  رٍْیخَ  نِْم  اوُلعَْفَت  امَوَ  ِّجحـَْلا  یِف  لَادَجـِ  لاوَ  قَوسُُف  لاوَ  ثَفَرَ  لافَ  َّجحـَلا  َّنهِیِف  ضَرَفَ  نْمَفَ  تٌامَوُلْعمَ  رٌهُشـْأَ  ُّجحـَْلاَ 
.بِابَْللأا یِلوأُ  ایَ  نِوقَُّتاوَ  يوَْقَّتلا  دِاَّزلا  رَْیخَ 

The pilgrimage is (performed in) the well known months; so whoever determines the“
performance of the pilgrimage therein, there shall be no intercourse nor fornication
nor quarrelling amongst one another; and whatever good you do, Allah knows it; and
make provision, for surely the provision is the guarding of oneself, and be careful (of

(” your duty) to Me, O men of understanding. (2:197

Sermon of Man of Letter

؟ نَومدِْـقُت مَلاعَو  نَومدِـقَت  نمَ  یلعَ  نَوردَْـت  مْأَ  نَوهَّجوَتََت ؟ نمَ  یلإو  نَوهجِاوُت  ام  نَولقِْعَتأ  جِاجفِلا ، نِم  نَیِلسـِانلا  جِاجّحُلا  رَشـَْعمَ  اـی 
َّجحَلا َّنأ  نَولاخَتأَ 
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نِادْـلوِلا هُقَرَافُمو  نِادْـبلأَا  ءُاضْنإِو  نِادرْـَلأا  وُضَْن  وه  کَسـُْنَلا  َّنأ  نَوّنظَُت  مْأ  لِِـماحَملا ؟ ذُاـخّتاو  لِحـِارمَلا  عُطْقَو  لِحـِاورّلا  رُاـیِتخْا  وَه 
هِعَاطّلا ضُاحَمإِو  هَِّیِنبَلا ، کَلِت  دِـصقَ  یف  هَِّیِّنلا  صُلاخإِو  هَِّیطِمَلا ، بِلاِتجا  لَبق  هِئیطِخَلا  بُانِتجْا  وَه  لَْب  اللهِاو  لاکَ  نِادـلُبلا ؟ نعَ  یِئانّتلاو 

لِیَّللا یف  کَِلاسّلا  دَشَرْأوَ  کِسِاّنلِل  کَسِانمَلا  عَرَشـَ  يذّـلاوفَ  .تِلامُْعیَلا  لِامعْإِ  مَامأَ  تِلامَاعمُلا  حُلاصـْإِو  هِعَاطِتسـْلاا ، نِادـجوِ  دَـنع 
نعَ مِارحْلإِا  هُسَْبِل  ینْغُت  لاو  مِارحْلإا  هِیَِبْعتَِب  مِاسجْلأا  هُیَرِعَت  لُدِعَت  لاوَ  بِونُّذـلا  یف  سِامغِنلاا  نَِم  بِونَّذـلاب  لُاسِتغْلاا  یِّقنَُی  ام  کِِلاحَلا ،

صُخَریَ لاو  قِلخَلا  مِلظُ  یف  بُِّلقََّتلا  عمَ  قِْلحَلاب  بُُّرقََّتلا  يدِجُی  لاو  رِازوْلأاب  عِلاطِـضلاا  عمَ  رِازلإاب  عِابطِـضلاا  عُفَْنیَ  لاو  مِارحَلاِب  سُِّبلََّتلا 
مُاقمَلا دُهَشیَ  لاو  فِیحَلاِب  بُغَریَ  نْمَ  فِْیخَلاب  وکُزی  لاو  هِفَرِْعمَلا  لِهْأ  رُیغَ  هَفَرَعَِب  دُعَسیَ  لاو  رِیصقَّتلاب  کُِّسمََّتلا  نَرَدَ  رِیـصقَّتلاب  کُُّسنََّتلا 

لَبقَ اضِّرلا  هَعَیرشـَ  دَرَوَوَ  افَّصلا  یلإ  هُاعـسمَ  لَبقَ  افصـَ  أًرَْما  اللهُا  مَحِرَفَ  هَِّجَحَملا ، نِم  غَاز  نمَ  هَِّجحُلا  لِوبقَِب  یظحْیَ  ـلاو  مَاقتَـسا  نِمَل  ـلاإ 
.هِفِیرعَت نِم  هِضَافلإا  لَبقَ  هِِفورْعمَِب  ضَافَو  هِسِوبلمَ  عِزَن  لَبقَ  هِسِیبلَت  نعَ  غَزََنو  ءِاضلإِا  یلإ  هِعِورشُ 

O groups of pilgrims who come from everywhere! Are you mindful of what you will

face and to whom you will turn? Do you understand whose guest you will be and what

acts you will do? Do you think Hajj is to choose means of transportation, traverse
roads, and prepare for journeys? Do you think the Hajj rites mean only to take off
your clothes, get slim, be separate from your children and wife, and be away from

?home

No, by God, it is not. Rather Hajj means to avoid wrongdoings before taking the riding
animal and pure intention
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of pilgrimage for mere obedience to God, rectify one’s affairs with people before
preparing for journey. By One Who decided the Hajj rites for people and Who guided
wayfarers in murky nights, ritual washing of body with a few pails of water does not
acquit you from purifying your soul. Making your body bare of garment and shoes

.does not necessarily prepare you for getting into the state of Ihram

What is the benefit of putting on Ihram for one who is engaged in illegal business?
What benefit can he get with Taqsir when he violates people’s rights? Except the
knowledgeable, none may become prosperous in Arafat? What does he have to do
with Kheif Mosque when he desires for wronging others? He cannot attend the
standing-place of Ibrahim unless he is firm in belief. He who is deviated from the right
path will not benefit by Hajj. Therefore, God may have mercy upon a man who

purifies himself before Sa’y in Safa, and reaches the position of contentment before
he accomplishes the rites, and removes the veil of guile from his soul before taking off
(his clothes, shoes and hat, and does good deeds before getting benefit from Arafat.(1

Imam Sajjad’s Comprehensive Reference To the Secrets of Hajj

؟ یلبشِ ای  تَجْجَحَ  هُل : مُلاسلا  هِیلع  لَاقف  یّلبِّشلا ، هُلَبَقَتَسا  ِّجحَلا  نِم  مُلاسلا  هِیلع  نَیدِباعلا  نُیزَ  انلاومَ  عَجِرَ  امّل 

.اللهِا لِوسر  نَب  ای  معََن  لَاق :

؟ تَلسَتَغْاو بِایّثلا  طِیخِم  نعَ  تَدَّرجَتو  تَاقیمِلا  تَْلزََنأَ  مُلاسلا : هِیلعَ  لَاقف 

.معَن لَاق :

؟ هِعَاطّلا بَوَث  تَسِْبَلو  هِیَصِعمَلا  بَوَث  تَعلَخَ  کَّنأ  تَیوََن  تَاقیمِلا  تَلزََن  نَیحفَ  مُلاسلا : هِیلع  لَاقف 

.لا لَاق :

نعَ تَدْرّجََت  نَیحفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 
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؟ تِاهُبُّشلا یف  لِوخُّدلاو  قِافِّنلاو  ءِایِّرلا  نَِم  تَدْرّجَت  کَّنأ  تَیوََن  کَِبایِث  طِیخمَ 

.لا لَاق :

؟ بِونُّذلاو ایاطخَلا  نِم  تَْلسَتَغا  کَّنأ  تَْیوََن  تَلسَتَغْا  نَیحفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

.تَلسَتَغْا لاو  بِایِّثلا  طِیخِم  نعَ  تَدَّرجَت  لاو  تَاقیمِلا  تَلزََن  امفَ  مُلاَّسلا : هِیلَعَ  لَاق 

؟ َّجحَلا تَدقَعَوَ  تَْمرَحْأوَ  تَْفَّظنََت  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق  مُّث 

.معََن لَاق :

؟ یلاعَت هِصَِلاخَلا اللهِ  هَِبوَّْتلا  هِرَونِب  تَْفَّظنََت  کَّنأ  تَیوََن  َّجحَلا  تَدقَعَو  تَْمرحْأَوَ  تَْفَّظنََت  نَیحفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

.یلاعَت اللهُا  هُمََّرحَ  مٍَّرحُم  َّلکُ  کَسِْفن  یلعَ  تَمَّرحَ  کَّنأ  تَیوََن  تَْمرَحْأَ  نَیحفَ  مُلاَّسلا : هِیلَعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

.اللهِا رِیغَِل  دٍْقعَ  َّلکُ  تَْللَحَ  دقَ  کَّنأ  تَیوََن  َّجحَلا  تَدْقَعَ  نَیحفَ  مُلاَّسلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

.َّجحَلا تَدقَعَ  لاو  تَْمرحْأَ  لاوَ  تَْفَّظنََت  ام  مُلاسّلا : هِیلَعَ  لَاق 

؟ تَیَّبَلوَ مِارحلإِا  یِتَعَکْرَ  تَیَّلصَوَ  تَاقیمِلا  تَْلخَدَأَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق  َّمث 

.معَن لَاق :

؟ هِرَایِّزلا هَِّیِنِب  کَّنأ  تَْیوََن  تِاقیمِلا  تَْلخَدَ  نَیحفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلَعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

؟ دِابعِلا تِانسَحَ  رَبَکْأو  هِلاصّلا  نِم  لِامعْلأا  رِیخَِب  اللهِا  یلإ  تَبَّرقََت  کَنأ  تَیوَن  نِیتَعَکَّْرلا  تَیّلصَ  نَیحفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلَعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :
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؟ هٍیَصِعمَ ِّلکُ  نعَ  َّتمَصَوَ  هٍعَاط  ِّلکُِب  هَُناحبسُ  تَْقطََن اللهِ  کَّنأ  تَیوَن  تَیَّبَل  نَیحفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیَلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

؟ تَْیَّبَل لاو  تَْیَّلصَ  لاو  تَاقیمِلا  تَْلخَدَ  ام  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

؟ تَْیَّلصَوَ هَبَْعکَلا  تَْیأَرَوَ  مَرَحَلا  تَْلخَدَأَ  هُل : مُلاسّلا  هِیلعَ  لَاق  َّمُث 

.معََن لَاق :

؟ مِلاسلإِا هَِّلِم  لِهْأ  نِم  نِیمِلسمُلا  اهُبیغتَسَت  هٍبَیغِ  َّلکُ  کَسِْفَن  یلعَ  تَْمَّرحَ  کَّنأ  تَیوََن  مَرَحَلا  تَْلخَدَ  نَیحفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.معََن لَاق :

؟ اللهَا تَدْصَقَ  کَّنأ  کَِبلقَِب  تَیوََن  هََّکمَ  تَْلصَوَ  نَیحفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

.تَْیَّلصَ لاو  هَبَْعکَلا  تَْیأَرَ  لاو  مَرَحَلا  تَْلخَدَ  امفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

؟ تَیعَسَوَ نَاکرْلأا  تَسْسَمَو  تِیبَلاِب  تَْفطُ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق  َّمث 

.معََن لَاق :

؟ بِویغُلا مُلاعَ  کَنِم  کَِلذ  فَرِعَو  اللهِا  یلإ  تَْبرَهَ  کََّنأَ  تَْیوََن  تَْیعَسَ  نَیحفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

.تَْیعَسَ لاوَ  نَاکَرلأَا  تَسْسَمَ  لاو  تِیبَلاِب  تَْفطُ  امفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

تَْفقَوَوَ رَجَحَلا  تَحْفَاص  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق  َّمُث 
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؟ نِیتَعَکْرَ  ِ هب تَْیَّلصَوَ  مُلاسّلا  هِیلَعَ  مَیهِاربإ  مِاقمَب 

.معَن لَاق :

.هٍآ هٍآ  لَاق : َّمُث  .اینُّدلا  قُرِافُی  دَاک  هًحَیصَ  مُلاسّلا  هِیلَعَ  مُاملإا  حَاصفَ 

ضُقُْتَنو هُُتمَرحُ  مَظُعَ  ام  رَجْأ  عِّْیضـَُت  ـلا  نُیکِـسِم ، اـی  رْظُْنافـَ  یلاعـَت ، اللهَا  حَفـَاص  دقـَفَ  دَوَسْـَلأا  رَجَحَلا  حَفـَاصَ  نمَ  مُلاسـّلا : هِیلَعَ  لَاـق  مُّث 
.مِاثلآا لِهْأ  رَیظَن  مِارحَلا  ضِبقَو  هِفََلاخمُلاب  هَحَفَاصمُلا 

؟ هٍیَصِْعمَ لّکُ  نعَ  تَْفَّلخََتو  هٍعَاط  ِّلکُ  یلعَ  تَْفقَوَ  کَنأ  مُلاسلا  هِیلعَ  مَیهاربإ  مِاقمَ  دَنعِ  تَْفقَوَ  نَیحِ  تَْیوََن  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق  مّث 

.لا لَاق :

؟ نِاطیشّلا فَْنأ  کَِتلاصَِب  تَمْغَرْأَو  مُلاسّلا  هِیلَعَ  مَیهِارْبإ  هِلاصَِب  تَیَّلصَ  کَنأ  تَیوََن  نِیتَعَکْرَ  تَْیَّلصَ  نَیحفَ  مُلاسلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

.نِیتَعَکْرَ هِیف  تَْیَّلصَ  لاو  مِاقمَلا  دَنعِ  تَْفقَوَ  لاو  رَجَحَلا  تَحْفَاصَ  امفَ  مُلاسلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

؟ اهِئام نِم  تَْبرِشَوَ  مَزَْمزَ  رِئِب  یلعَ  تَْفرَشْأَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق  َّمث 

.معَن لَاق :

؟ هِیَصِعمَلا نِعَ  کَفَرْطَ  تَضْضَغَو  هِعَاطّلا  یلعَ  تَْفرَشْأَ  کَنأ  تَیوََنأ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

.اهِئام نِم  تَبرِشَ  لاو  اهیلَعَ  تَْفرَشْاَ  امفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

؟ امهُنَیَب تَدَّْدرََتوَ  تَْیشَمَوَ  هِوَرْمَلاوَ  افَّصلا  نَیَب  تَْیعَسَأَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق  مُث 

.معَن لَاق :

؟ فِوخَلاو ءِاجَّرلا  نَیَب  کَنأ  تَیوََن  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

.هِوَرمَلاو افَّصلا  نَیَب  تَدَّْدرَََت  لاو  تَْیشَمَ  لاو  تَْیعَسَ  امفَ  مُلاسلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 
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؟ ینِم یلإ  تَجْرَخََأَ  مُلاسلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق  َّمث 

.معَن لَاق :

؟ كَدِیَوَ کَِبْلقَو  کَِناسِل  نِم  سَاّنلا  تَْنمَآ  کَنأ  تَْیوََن  مُلاسّلا : هِیلَعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

.ینِم یلإ  تَجْرَخَ  امفَ  : مُلاسّلا هِیلعَ  لَاق 

؟ تِارمَجَلاو لِیملا  دَنعِ  هُناحبسُ  اللهَا  تَوْعَدَوَ  هَرَمَِن  يَدِاو  تَْفرَعَو  هِمَحَّْرلا  لَبَجَ  تَْعلَطَوَ  هَفَرَعَِب  هَفَْقوَلا  تَْفقَوَأَ  هُل : لَاق  َّمث 

.معَن لَاق :

هِعِلاِّطاو کَِتفَیحصـَ  یلعَ  اللهِا  ضَْبقَ  تَفرَعَو  مِولعُلاو  فِرِاعمَلا  رَْمأَ  هَُناحبسـُ  اللهِا  هَفَرِْعمَ  هَفَرَعَِب  کَـفِِقومَب  تَفرِعَ  لهـَ  مُلاسـّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاـق 
؟ کَِبلقَو کَِترَیرسَ  یلعَ 

.لا لَاق :

؟ هٍمَِلسُمو مٍِلسُْم  َّلکُ  یلاوتَیَو  هٍنَِمؤُمو  نٍِمؤُم  َّلکُ  مُحَریَ  اللهَا  َّنأ  هِمَحَّرلا  لَبَجَ  کَعِولطُِب  تَیوََن  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

یّتحَ رُُمأْت  کَّنأ لا  هَرَمَِن  دَنعِ  تَْیوَنَفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 
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؟ رَجِزَنَت یّتحَ  رُجُزَْت  لاو  رَمَِتأَْت 

.لا لَاق :

ِّبرَ رِْمأِـب  هِظَفَحَلا  عَمَ  کَـل  هٌظَِفاحـَ  تِاـعاطّلا  یلعَ  کَـل  هٌدَهـِاش  اـهَّنأ  تَیوََـن  تِارمَِّنلاو  مِلَعَلا  دَـنعِ  تَفقَوَ  امدَـنعِفَ  مُلاسـّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاـق 
؟ تِاوامسّلا

.لا لَاق :

.تِارمَِّنلا دَنعِ  تَْفقَوَ  لاوَ  تَوْعَدَ  لاوَ  هَرَمَِن  تَْفرَعَ  لاو  هِمَحَّرلا  لَبَجَ  تَْعلَطَ  لاو  هَفَرَعَِب  تَْفقَوَ  امفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

رِعَشـْمَلاِب تَرْرَمَوَ  یـصحَلا  اهیف  تَطْقََلوَ  هَفَِلدَزْمُِب  تَیشـَمَوَ  نِیتَعَکْرَ  كَرِورُم  لَـبقَ  تَیَّلصـَوَ  نِیمَلَعَلا  نَیَب  تَرْرَمَ  مُلاسـّلا : هِیلَعَ  لَاـق  مّث 
؟ مِارحَلا

.معَن لَاق :

؟ رٍسُی َّلکُ  رُِّسیَُتو  رٍسْعُ  َّلکُ  یفِنَت  اذک ) ) رشع هِلَیَل  یف  رٍکْشُ  هُلاصَ  اهّنأ  تَیوََن  نِیتَعَکْرَ  تَْیَّلصَ  نَیحفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

کَِبْلقَب لاًامشِ  لاو  اًنیمِی  ِّقحَلا  نِیدِ  نعَ  لَدِْعَت  نْأ لا  تَیوََن  لاًامشِو  اًنیمِی  امهُنعَ  لْدِْعَت  ملو  نِیمَلَعَلا  نَیَب  تَیشَمَ  امدَنعفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 
؟ کَحِرِاوجَِب لاو  کَِناسِلِب  لاو 

.لا لَاق :

؟ لٍمَعَو مٍْلعِ  َّلکُ  َّتَّبَثوَ  لٍهْجَوَ  هٍیَصِْعمَ  َّلکُ  کَنعَ  تَْعفَرَ  کَنأ  تَیوَن  یصَحَلا  اهنِم  تَطْقََلو  هَفَِلدَزْمُب  تَیشَمَ  امدَنعِفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

؟ لّجَو زّع  فِوخَلاو اللهِ  يوْقَّتلا  لِهْأ  رَاعشْإِ  کَبَلقَ  تَرعَشْأ  کَّنأ  تَیوََن  مِارحَلا  رِعَشْمَلاِب  تَرْرَمَ  امدَنعِفَ  مُلاسلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

.مِارحَلا رِعَشْمَلاِب  تَرْرَمَ  لاو  یصحَلا  اهنِم  تَْعفَرَ  لاو  هِفَِلدَزْمُلاِب  تَْیشَمَ  لاو  نِیتَعَکْرَ  تَیَّلصَ  لاو  نِیمَلَعَلاِب  تَرْرَمَ  امفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

هََّکمَ یلإ  تَْعجَرَوَ  فِْیخَلا  دِجِسْمَ  یف  تَْیَّلصـَوَ  کَیَدْهَ  تَحَْبذَوَ  کَسََْأرَ  تَْقلَحَوَ  هَرَمَجَلا  تَْیمَرَوَ  ینَِم  تَْلصـَوَ  مُلاسـّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق  مُّث 
؟ هِضَافلإِا فَاوطَ  تَْفطُوَ 
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.معَن لَاق :

؟ کَِتاجاح َّلکُ  کََل  کَُّبرَ  یضَقَ  دقَو  کَِبلَطْمَ  یلإ  تَْغلََب  کََّنأ  رَامجِلا  تَْیمَرَوَ  ینِم  تَْلصَوَ  امدَنعِ  تَْیوَنَفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلَع  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

؟ سِیفّنلا کَجَِحّ  مِامتَِب  هُتَْیصَعَوَ  سُیلْبإِ  كََّودُعَ  تَْیمَرَ  کَّنأ  تَْیوََن  رَامجِلا  تَْیمَرَ  امدَنعِفَ  مُلاسّلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 

.لا لَاق :

کَََتدَْـلوَ امکَ  بِونُّذـلا  نِم  تَجْرَخَوَ  مَدَآ  ینَب  هِعَِبَت  نِمو  سِاندْلأا  نِم  تَرَّْهطََت  کَّنأ  تَْیوََن  کَسََْأرَ  تَْقلَحَ  امدَـنعِفَ  مُلاـسلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 
؟ کَُّمأُ

.لا لَاق :

دِجِسْمَ یف  تَْیَّلصَ  امدَنعِفَ  مُلاسلا : هِیلعَ  لَاق 
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؟ یلاعَت اللهِا  هَمَحْرَ  لاإ  وجرَت  لاو  کَبَْنذَوَ  لّجَو  زّع  اللهَا  لاإ  فُاخَت  کَنأ لا  تَْیوََن  فِْیخَلا 

.لا لَاق :

هََّنسـُ تَْعبَّتا  کَّنأو  عِرَوَلا  هِقَیقحَ  نِم  هِب  تَکَّْسمَت  امـِب  عِمَطّلا  هَرَجَْنحَ  تَحَْبذَ  کَّـنأ  تَْیوََن  کَیَدْهـَ  تَحَْبذَ  امدَـنعِفَ  مُلاـسلا : هِیلعَ  لَاـق 
؟ هُفَلخَ نمَل  یلاعَت  اللهِا  یلإ  هَُبَّرقَوَ  هُدَعَب  نْمَل  هُتََّنسُ  اذک ) هجاحو ( هِِبلقَ  نِاحیرَوَ  هِدِاؤُف  هِرمََثوَ  هِدَِلوَ  حِْبذَِب  مُلاسّلا  هِیلعَ  مَیهِاربإ 

.لا لَاق :

تَکَّْسمَتو هِِتعَاط  یلإ  تَْعجَرَوَ  یلاعَت  اللهِا  هِمَحرَ  نِم  تَضْفَأَ  کَنأ  تَیوََن  هَضَافلإا  تَفطُو  هََّکمَ  یلإ   َ تعجَرَ امدَـنعِفَ  مُلاـسلا : هِیلعَ  لَاـق 
؟ یلاعت اللهِا  یلإ  تَبَّرقََتو  هُضَِئارفَ  تَیَّدأَو  هِِّدوُِب 

.لا لَاق :

دِجِسـْمَ یف  تَْیَّلصـَ  لاو  کَکَسـُُن ، تَیَّدأَ  لاو  کَسَْأرَ ، تَْقلَحَ  لاو  رَامجِلا ، تَْیمَرَ  لاو  ینِم ، تَْلصـَوَ  امفَ  نَیدِـباعلا : نُیزَ  مُاملإا  هُل  لَاـق 
.َّجحَُت مل  کَّنإف  عْجِرإ  .تَبَّرقََت  لاو  هِضَافلإا ، فَاوطَ  تَْفطُ  لاو  فِْیخَلا ،

.نٍیقیَو هٍفَرِعمَب  لٍِباق  نِم  َّجحَ  یتحَ  مَُّلعَتَی  لَازَ  امو  هِِّجحَ  یف  هُطَرّفَ  ام  یلعَ  یکبیَ  ُّیلبشّلا  قَفِطَفَ 

Imam Zayn ul-Abidin –Sajjad- (as) was received by Shibli when he was back from Hajj
:and the following dialogue occurred between them

?The Imam: Did you perform Hajj, Shibli

.Shibli: Yes, son of Allah’s Messenger, I did

The Imam: You stopped at Miqat, put off your sewn clothes, and washed yourself, did
?you not

.Shibli: Yes, I did

The Imam: As you stopped at Miqat, did you intend to put off the garment of
(? disobedience (to God) and put on a garment of obedience (to Him

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you put off your sewn clothes, did you intend to get rid of ostentation,
?hypocrisy, and intrusion in suspicious matters
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?Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you washed yourself, did you intend to

p: 184
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?wash yourself from sins and offenses

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: In that case, you did not really stop at Miqat, put off your sewn cloths, and
wash yourself. You washed yourself thoroughly, entered the state of Ihram, and

?intended to perform Hajj, did you not

.Shibli: Yes, I did

The Imam: As you washed yourself thoroughly, entered the state of Ihram, and
intended to perform Hajj, did you intend to wash yourself thoroughly with pure

?repentance to Allah

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you entered the state of Ihram, did you intend to abstain from every
?matter that Allah deems unlawful

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you intended to perform Hajj, did you intend to get rid of any pledge
?that you took with anyone other than Allah

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: In that case, you did not wash yourself thoroughly, enter the state of
Ihram, or intend to perform Hajj. Did you enter Miqat, offer the two-Rakat prayer of

(? Ihram, and say Labbayk (Talbiya

.Shibli: Yes, I did

The Imam: As you entered Miqat, did you intend to meet all the qualifications of the
?visitation of the Sacred House of Allah

.Shibli: No, I did not
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The Imam: As you offered the two-Rakat prayer, did you intend to seek nearness to
Allah through the best deeds such as prayers and the deeds by which servants of

?Allah can obtain His rewards

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you said Labbayk, did you intend to utter any statement of obedience
to Allah
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?and shut your mouth against any statement of disobedience to Him

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: In that case, you did not enter Miqat, offer the two-Rakat prayer of Ihram,
or say Labbayk. You entered the Sacred Precinct, saw the Kaaba, and offered prayers

?there, did you not

.Shibli: Yes, I did

The Imam: As you entered the Sacred Precinct, did you intend to abstain from
?backbiting any individual of Islam

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you arrived in Mecca, did you intend to direct towards Allah and no one
?else

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: In that case, you did not really enter the Sacred Precinct, see the Kaaba,
or offer prayers. You circumambulated the Holy House, touched the corners, and

?performed the Sa’y, did you not

.Shibli: Yes, I did

The Imam: As you performed the Sa’y, did you intend to seek refuge of Allah (from the
trickeries of Satan and evil temptations) and that He, the Knower of the unseen, knew

?this from you

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: In that case, you did not really circumambulate the Holy House, touch its
corner, or perform the Sa’y. You caressed the Black Stone, stopped at the standing-

?place of Ibrahim (as), and offered a two-Rakat prayer there, did you not

.Shibli: Yes, I did
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:The Imam (as) then cried so loudly and said

To caress the Black Stone is to shake hands with Allah. Look, poor man, do not ever
waste the reward for the thing that is greatly sacred and do not breach your
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caressing by acts of violation (of God’s instructions) and seizure of illegal things, just
.like the sinful

As you stopped at the standing-place of Ibrahim (as), did you intend to stop at every
(? act of obedience (to God) and leave every act of disobedience (to Him

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you offered the two-Rakat prayer, did you intend to offer the same

?prayer that was offered by Ibrahim (as) and to disappoint Satan

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: In that case, you did not really caress the Black Stone, stop at the
standing-place of Ibrahim (as), or offer the two-Rakat prayer there. You came near to

?Well Zamzam and drank from its water, did you not

.Shibli: Yes, I did

The Imam: As you did, did you intend to come near to acts of obedience (to God) and
(? cast your sight down acts of disobedience (to Him

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: In that case, you neither really came near that well nor did you drink from
its water. You roamed, walked, and frequented to Mount Safa and Mount Marwa, did

?you not

.Shibli: Yes, I did

(? The Imam: As you did, did you intend to be between hope and fear (of God

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: In that case, you did not really roam, walk, or frequent between Safa and
?Marwa. You then left for Mina,(1) did you not
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.Shibli: Yes, I did

The Imam: Did you intend to save people from your tongue (words), heart (ill
(? intention), and hand (deeds

Shibli: No, I
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.did not

The Imam: In that case, you did not really leave for Mecca. You halted in Arafat,
mounted Jabal al-Rahma (Mount Mercy), recognized Nemira Valley, and supplicated

?to Allah at al-Mil and Jamarat, did you not

.Shibli: Yes, I did

The Imam: As you halted in Arafat, did you intend to recognize Allah, Glorified is He,
and His knowledge, and recognize that He is holding on the record of your deeds and

?that He has full acquaintance with your hidden and secrets

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you mounted Jabal al-Rahma, did you recognize that Allah would have
mercy upon every believing man and woman and see to every Muslim male and

?female

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you were on Nemira,(1) did you recognize that your advices and
?warnings to people are fruitless unless they are originated from Allah’s instructions

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you stopped at al-Alam and an-Nemirat,(2) did you recognize that these
signs would testify for your acts of obedience (to God) and would keep you like the

?Keeping Angels whose mission is to keep you according to Allah’s instructions

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: In that case, you did not really stop on Arafat, mount Jabal al-Rahma,
recognize Nemira, supplicate to Allah, or stop at an-Nemirat. You passed by the Two

Signs (al-Alamain)(3), offered a two-Rakat prayer before so, walked in Muzdelifa,
?picked up pebbles there, and passed by al-Mash’ar al-Haram,(4) did you not
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.Shibli: Yes, I did

,The Imam: As you offered the prayer
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Nemira is a mountain added to Mount Arafat - 1
Al-Alam and an-Nemirat are signs of the Holy Precinct found on Mount Nemira - 2

The two signs are two cols located between Mount Arafat and al-Mash’ar al- - 3
.Haram

It seems that al-Mash’ar al-haram, here, is a reference to a mountain lying in al- - 4
.Muzdelifa. To mount this mountain is a recommended rite among the Hajj rites
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did you intend it to be thanksgiving… that saves from every hardship and alleviates all
?difficulties

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you walked between the Two Signs without turning to right or left, did
you intend not to turn away from the right religious with heart, tongue, or other

?organs

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you walked in Muzdelifa and picked up pebbles, did you intend to get rid
of every act of disobedience and every item of ignorance and to fix in your behaviors

?every item of knowledge and good deed

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you passed by al-Mash’ar al-Haram, did you intend to carry in heart the
?slogan of the pious people and the God-fearing ones

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: In that case, you did not really pass by the Two Signs, offer a two-Rakat
prayer, walk in al-Muzdelifa, pick up pebbles there, or pass by al-Mash’ar al-Haram.
You reached in Mina, threw the pebbles (i.e. performed the Ramy al-Jamarat), had
your hair cut, slaughtered your sacrificed animal, offered prayer in Kheif Mosque,

?returned to Mecca, and performed Tawaf al-Ifadha, did you not

.Shibli: Yes, I did

The Imam: As you arrived in Mina and threw these pebbles, did you feel that you
?achieved your aim and that your Lord would settle all your needs

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you threw these pebbles, did you intend to stone Eblis, your enemy, and
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?challenge him through your precious Hajj

.Shibli: No, I did not

:The Imam
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As you shaved your head, did you intend to purify yourself from all filths and liabilities
of people that lie on your shoulders, and to get rid of sins as if your mother had just

?given birth of you

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you offered prayer in Kheif Mosque, did you intend that you would

never fear anything except Allah and the responsibilities of your (past) sins and that
?you would hope for nothing except Allah’s mercy

Shibli: As you slaughtered your sacrificial animal, did you intend to cut off the throat of
greed by clinging to the reality of piety, and to follow the exemplary tradition of

(? Ibrahim (as) who intended to slaughter his dear son (so as to carry our God’s order

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: As you returned to Mecca and performed Tawaf al-Ifadha, did you intent
to supply yourself with Allah’s mercy, return to the obedience to Him, cling to His love,

?perform all His precepts, and seek nearness to Him

.Shibli: No, I did not

The Imam: In that case, you neither reached Mina, nor did you throw these pebbles
on Satan, nor did you shave your head, nor did you perform the rituals of the Hajj, nor
did you offer prayer in Kheif Mosque, nor did you perform Tawaf al-Ifadha, nor did

.you offer sacrifice for the Lord. Go back, you did not perform Hajj

As he heard these words, Shibli wept heavily for the shortcomings of his performance

of Hajj and decided to perform
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 . (idea Hajj the next year, and he did. (1

Imam Sadiq’s (as) full instruction on Hajj

:Imam Sadiq (as) says

کَقِِلاخ یلإ  اهَّلکُ  كَرَومأُ  ضِّْوفَو  بٍجِاح  ِّلکُ  بِجْحَوَ  لٍغِاش  َّلکُ  نِم  کَِمزْعَ  لِْبقَ  نِم  َّلجَو  َّزعَ  کَبـَْلقَ اللهِ  دِّْرجَفَ  َّجحـَلا  تَدْرَأَ  اذَإ 
.قَْلخَلاو هَحَاَّرلاو  اینُّدلا  عِِّدوَوَ  هِرِدَقَوَ  هِمِکْحُوَ  هِِئاضقَِل  مِّْلسَوَ  کَِنوکسُوَ  کَِتاکرَحَ  نِم  رُهَظْیَ  ام  عِیمجَ  یف  هِیلَعَ  لَّْکوََتوَ 

نْأ هَفَاخَم  کَِلامو  کَِبابشَو  کَِتَّوُقوَ  کَِباحصـْأو  کَِتلَحِاروَ  كَدِاز  یلعَ  دْمِتَْعَت  لاو  نَیقولخمَلا  هِهَجِ  نِم  کَُمزِْلُت  قٍوقحُ  نِم  جْرُخْاوَ 
.هِقِیفوَتوَ یلاعَت  اللهِا  هِمَصْعِِب  لاإ  دٍحَلأَ  لاو  هٌلَیح  لاو  هٌوُّق  هُل  سَیَل  هُّنأ  مَلَْعُیِل  لاًابو  ءًادعأ  کَل  رَیصَت 

بُجِیَ اـمو  هِلآو  هِیلعَ  اللهُا  یّلصـَ  هِِّیِبَن  نَنَسـُوَ  یلاعـَت  اللهِا  ضِِئارفَ  تَاـقوْأ  عِارو  هَبَحُّْصلا  نِسِحْأَوَ  عَوجُّرلا  وجریَ  ـلا  نمَ  دَادْعِتـسا  َّدعِتَسـْاوَ 
.تِاقوْلأا مِاودَ  یلعَ  دِازّلا  رِاثیِاو  ءِاخَّسلاو  هِقَفََّشلاو  رِکُّْشلاو  رِبَّصلاو  لِامِتحْلااو  بِدَلأا  نِم  کَیلعَ 

.عِوشخُلاو عِوضخُلاو  ءِافَّصلاو  قِدِّْصلا  هَوَسْکِ  سْبَْلاوَ  بِونُّذلا  نَِم  هِصَِلاخلا  هَِبوَّْتلا  ءِامَب  لْسِتَغْا  َّمث 

.هِِتعَاط نعَ  کَُبجِحْیو  َّلجَو  َّزع  اللهِا  رِکْذِ  نعَ  کَعُنَمْی  ءٍیشَ  ِّلکُ  نعَ  مْرِحْأَوَ 

.یقثوُلا هِوَرْعُلاِب  اًکِّسمَتَُم  هُل  کَِتوَعْدَ  یف  َّلجَو  َّزع  هٍیَکِاز اللهِ  هٍصَِلاخ  هٍیَِفاص  هٍَباجإِ  ینعمَب  ِّبَلوَ 

.تِیبَلا لَوحَ  کَسِْفنِب  نَیمِلسمُلا  عَمَ  کَِفاوطَکَ  شِرْعَلا  لَوحَ  هِکَِئلامَلا  عَمَ  کَِبلقَِب  فْطُوَ 

.کَِتَّوُقوَ کَِلوْحَ  عِیمجَ  نِم  اًؤُّربََتوَ  كَاوهَ  نِْم  هًَلوَرْهَ  لْوِرْهَوَ 

.هُُّقحِتَسَْت لاو  کََل  ُّلحِیَ  ام لا  َّنمََت  لاوَ  ینِم  یلإ  کَجِورخُب  کَِتلاّزَو  کَِتلَْفغَ  نِم  جْرُخْاوَ 

.هِْیَلإ بَّْرقََتوَ  هِِتَّیِنادحْوَِب  یلاعَت  اللهِا  دَْنعِ  كَدَهْعَ  دِّْدجَوَ  تِافرَعَلاِب  أِطَخَلاِب  فْرِتَعْاوَ 

.لِبَجَلا یلإ  كَدِوعصُِب  یلعْلأا  لأِمَلا  یلإ  کَحِورِب  دْعَصْاو  هَفَِلدَزمُب  هِْقَّتاوَ 

.هِحَیبَّذلا دَْنعِ  عِمََّطلاو  يوَهَلا  هَرَجَْنحَ  حَْبذْاوَ 

.تِارمَجَلا یِْمرَ  دَْنعِ  هَمَیمَّذلا  لَاعْفلأَاو  هَءَانَّدلاو  هَسَاسخَلاو  تِاوهََّشلا  مِرْاوَ 

.کَسِْأرَ قِْلحَب  هَنََطِابلاو  هَرَهِاظّلا  بَوُیعُلا  قِِلحْاوَ 

.مِرَحَلا لِوخدُِب  كَدِارُم  هِعََباتُم  نِم  هِِئلاکَوَ  هِرِْتسِوَ  هِفِنَکَو  یلاعَت  اللهِا  نِامأَ  یف  لْخُدْاوَ 
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.هِِناطْلسُوَ هِِللاجَوَ  هِِتفَرِْعمَوَ  هِِبحِاص  مِیظْعتَِل  اًقِّقحَتَُم  تَْیبَلا  رِزُوَ 

اًعوضخُوَ هِِتمَسْقِِب  یًضرِ  رَجَحَلا  مِِلتَسْاوَ 

p: 191

See Mustadrak al-Wasaail; vol. 2 p.186-7, Section 17, Hadith 5 - 1
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.هِِتمَظَعَِل

.عِادوَلا فِاوطَِب  هُاوسِ  ام  عِّْدوَوَ 

.افَّصلا یلعَ  کَِفوقوُِب  هُاقْلَت  مَویَ  یلاعَت  اللهِا  ءِاقِلِل  كََّرسِوَ  کَحَور  ِّفصَوَ 

.هِوَرْمَلا دَْنعِ  کَِفاصوْأ  ءِانفَِب  هللا  نَِم  هٍَّورُُم  اذ  نْکُوَ 

.هِمَایقِلا مِویَ  یلإ  هُل  هُتَْبجَوأَوَ  کََّبرَ  تَدْهَاع  يذّلا  كَدِهْعَ  ءِافوَوَ  کَِتَّجحِ  طِورشُ  یلعَ  مْقِتَسْاوَ 

نِمَ تِْیبَلا  ُّجحـِ  سِاّنلا  یلعَ  اللهِوَ  یلاعَت " : هِلوقَِب  هِسِْفَن  یلإ  هِفَاضلإِاب  تِاـعاطّلا  عِیمجَ  نِم  هَُّصخُی  ملو  َّجحـَلا  ضِرِتَفیَ  مل  اللهَا  َّنأَِـب  مْلَعْاوَ 
تِومَلا یلإ  هِرَاشلإِاو  دِادعِتسْلاِل  لاإ  هُعَرَشَ  ام  بِیترَت  یلعَ  کِسِانمَلا  لِلاخِ  یف  هِلآو  هِیلعَ  اللهُا  یّلصَ  هُُّیِبَن  عَرَشَ  لاوَ  لاًیبسَ " هِیلإِ  عَاطتَسـْا 

اهرِخِآ یلإ  اهَلَّوأ  نِم  ِّجحـَلا  کِسِانمَ  هِدَهـَاشمُب  اهلَهْأ  رِاّنلا  لِوخدُو  اهلَهْأ  هَِّنجَلا  لِوخدُ  نِم  قِْبِّسلا  نِایَب  لِضْفَوَ  هِمَایقِلاوَ  ثِْعبَلاو  رِبقَلاو 
.یهُّنلا یِلوأو  بِابْللأا  یلولأ  ِ

When you intend to go on Hajj pilgrimage, empty your heart for sake of Allah,
Glorified is He, of any preoccupation, which makes you unmindful of Him. Entrust all
your affairs to the Creator and rely on Him for what you do and you do not. Submit

yourself to the divine fate, decision, and destiny. Say farewell to the world, comfort,
.and people

Discharge what you owe others. Do not rely on your provision, means of

transportation, friends, physical power, youth, and wealth, for Allah may turn all of
them as your enemies so that you will know there is no power or option but with Allah

.without whose assistance no one can succeed

Then be prepared for Hajj like one who has no hope of returning home. Behave well

with the co-travelers. Observe prayer timings and the traditions of the Holy Prophet
(saw), perform what is your duty

p: 192
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on courtesy, patience, tolerance, gratitude, compassion, generosity, and self-sacrifice
.all the time

Then purify yourself with the water of repentance, put on the garment of

.truthfulness, sincerity, humbleness, and modesty

Get rid of whatever keeps you away from Allah’s remembrance and obedience to
.Him

Say Labbayk to Allah with pure, flawless, and chaste heart while you have laid hold on
.the firmest handle

Circumambulate the throne with your heart among the angels in the same way as you
.circumambulate the House with other Muslims

Perform Harwala (fast pace); that is escape from carnal desires with all your power

.and strength

Come out of your ignorance and wrongdoings when leaving Mecca for Mina and never
.desire what is not lawful or you or not worthy of

Confess of your wrongdoings in Arafat, renew your covenant with Allah, Exalted is He,
.on His Oneness and approach Him

Fear Him Muzdalifah and make your soul ascend to heaven by climbing up the
.mountain

.Cut the throat of carnal desires and greed by offering animal sacrifice

Throw away lust, miserliness, meanness, and all blameworthy acts through Ramy al-
.Jamarat

.Do away with the internal and external flaws when shaving your head

Enter the sanctuary of Allah, Exalted is He, by ridding yourself of all desires when

.entering the Sacred Precinct
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.Visit the House in order to honor its Owner and to know His glory and magnanimity

Caress the Black Stone while you are content with what He has given you and you
.have become humble before His greatness

.Say farewell to everything save Allah in the last circumambulation

Purify your soul

p: 193
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.and prepare for meeting Allah by staying in Safa

.Be fair-minded and dissolve yourself in Allah’s Attributes when you are in Marwa

Be firm on and faithful to the pledge you have given to Allah by which you have
.performed your Hajj until the Day of Judgment

Be it known to you that what the reason Allah has made Hajj obligatory and has
,allocated it to Himself by saying

ٌّیِنغَ هََّللا  َّنإِفَ  رَفَکَ  نْمَوَ  الًیِبسَ �  هِْیَلإِ  عَاطَتَسـْا  نِمَ  تِْیبَْلا  ُّجحِ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  هَِّلِلوَ  انًِمآ �  نَاکَ  هُلَخَدَ  نْمَوَ  مَیهِارَْبإِ �  مُاقَمَ  تٌانَِّیَب  تٌایَآ  هِیِف 
 “… نَیمَِلاعَْلا نِعَ 

and pilgrimage to the House is incumbent upon men for the sake of Allah, upon every
(,” one who is able to undertake the journey to it. (The Holy Qur’an; 3:97

and the Holy Prophet (saw) has devised its rites in this way, is to remind us of death,
(grave, being raised to life, and the Day of Judgment.(1

An Analogy Between Man’s Life and the Hajj Rites

A precise study of the philosophy of the Hajj rites reveals that man’s whole life is like
full Hajj. The Hajj rites are symbols of different stages of a wise man’s life. Islam says:
O man, you are a traveler who has come to the ‘Mecca’ of this world to perform the

.Hajj rites. This world is a seventy-eight year old place of circumambulation

Like Mecca, this world can lead you to Paradise. It is, in the words of Imam ‘Ali (as),
“the marketing place for those devoted to Allah. Herein they earned mercy and herein

they acquire Paradise by way

p: 194

See Misbah ash-Sharia; section 21 - 1

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 267 of 301

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12543/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_194_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(of profit.”(1

Mecca is the mother of cities and the Holy Qur’an is the founder of human civilizations
and culture in its real sense. Man derives inspiration from Mecca, goes through
spiritual changes, attains the knowledge of God, gives positive response to God’s call,
returns to Mecca, and takes shelter in the Kaaba and appreciates his kind mother for

.all the blessings given to him

Not only does man start his intellectual and spiritual journey from Mecca so as to
reach perfection, but also the earth started moving from the Kaaba in the course of

:perfection. Imam Sadiq (as) says

.ینِم یلإ  تٍافرَعَ  نِم  اهاحدَ  َّمث  تٍافرَعَ ، یلإ  ینِم  نِم  اهاحدَ  َّمث  ینِم ، یلإ  هِبَْعکَلا  تِحْت  نِم  ضَرْلأا  احدَ  َّلجَو  زّع  اللهَا  َّنإ 

Surely, Allah the Honorable the Glorified stimulated the earth from beneath the“
Kaaba towards Mina and then from Mina towards Arafat and there from towards

(Mina.”(2

In the previous hadith, Imam Sadiq (as) used the Arabic word ‘daħa’ as the main verb
of the statement. This word, however, has many indications. It may means ‘to

(stimulate’, ‘to expand’, ‘to put into motion’, ‘to drive’, or ‘to roll’.(3

If we throw a ball on the ground, we will see that it will have both rotation and
transitional movement. This meaning of ‘daha’ is compatible with rotational and

.transitional movement of the earth as held by astrologers

Therefore, the earth in its rotational movement starts moving from the Kaaba
towards the eastern points. Interestingly, both Mina and Arafat are located on the

.eastern side

p: 195

هََّنجَلا اهیِف  اوحُبرَوَ  هَمَحَّرلا  اهیِف  اوبسَتَکِا  اللهِا ؛ ءِایِلوأَ  رُجَْتمَ  اینُّدلا  : . See Nahjul Balagha; sermon 130 - 1
See al-Kafi; vol. 4 section Hajj, p. 189, hadith 3 - 2
See al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’aan; vol. 20 p.292 - 3
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(Hence, the earth rotates from the Kaaba and completes its rotation in that point.(1

From what we have said, it is inferred that the earth too performs the Hajj rites
:willingly

.نَیعِِئاطَ انَْیَتأَ  اتََلاقَ  اًهَرْکَ  وْأَ  اًعوْطَ  ایِتْئا  ضِرْلأَِلوَ  اهََل  لَاقَفَ 

Then He (the Lord) directed Himself to the heaven and it is a vapor, so He said to it“
and to the earth: Come both, willingly or unwillingly. They both said: We come willingly.

(” (The Holy Qur’an; 41:11

.مْکُِماعَْنلأَوَ مْکَُل  اًعاتَمَ  .اهَاسَرْأَ  لَابَجِْلاوَ  .اهَاعَرْمَوَ  اهَءَامَ  اهَْنِم  جَرَخْأَ  .اهَاحَدَ  کَِلذَ  دَْعَب  ضَرْلأَاوَ 

And the earth, He expanded it after that. He brought forth from it its water and its“
pasturage. And the mountains, He made them firm, a provision for you and for your

(” cattle.(The Holy Qur’an; 79:30-3

These Qur’anic Verses implicitly say: O man, be aware! In the same way that the
earth moves eastward in the course of perfection, you to must start your intellectual

.and spiritual journey towards the Orient of knowledge of God from the Kaaba

The Hajj rites are analogous to different stages of man’s life. A man when born is like
a traveler who has entered the ‘Mecca’ of the world after traversing the loins of
fathers and wombs of mothers, suffering many hardships in his path but he has not

.yet reached the so-called Miqat

When he reaches puberty and maturity, he has entered Miqat; hence, he should put
on Ihram and become duty-bound before God, give positive response to God’s call

and observe what is lawful and what is

p: 196

See ash-Shehristani’s al-Hay’atu wa’l-Islam - 1
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unlawful until he completes the Hajj-like stages of his life. The leader of the caravan
of Hajj is a prophet or imam throughout history. Today too, the leader of this caravan
is Imam Mahdi (as) and each of us is engaged in performing one stage of the Hajj

.rites

Some of us have entered the ‘Mecca’ of this world and are going through childhood.
Some others have reached Miqat and they are saying, Labbayk. Some others have
gone farther and have settled on Mount Arafat (knowledge of God). Some of us have
reached al-Mash’ar, that is, we have reached the highest degree of insight and

:intellectual in a way we will say

.اهیِف هَعَجْرَ  اًثلاَث لا  کُِتْقَّلطَ  دْقَفَ  .يرِْیغَ  يِّرغُ  تَاهیهَ ، تِْقَّوشََت ؟ َّیَلإِ  مْأَ  تِضَّْرعََت  َّیّلإِأَ  یِّنعَ ، کِْیَلإِ  ایْندُ ، ایَ  ایندُ  ایَ 

O world, O world, Get away from me. Why do you present yourself to me? Or are you
eager for me? You may not get that opportunity to impress me. Deceive some other
persons. I have no concern with you. I have divorced you thrice where after there is

(no restitution.(1

Others have gone through this stage and have rushed to place of sacrifice, that is,
they have sacrificed this world for sake of God. By caressing the Black Stone and
through the love of God, they have reached the highest degree of pleasure in the
universe. Some people too have completed their Hajj rites or are in the last stage of

their life and in the throes of death. They are

p: 197

This statement is Imam ‘Ali’s. See Nahjul Balagha; saying 77 - 1
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waiting to see the result of their Hajj (deeds), failure or success. There are those who

are buried in graves, though purgatory, and another caravan has settled in their tent
.performing their Hajj

Visitation

Visitation To the Holy Shrine of God’s Messenger

Thanks to God we have had the honor to visit the House of God and completed the
Hajj rites. We now will go to Medina to visit the tombs of the Holy Prophet (saw) and
the Imams (as). We approach their holy shrines, which are full of mercy and a fount of

:blessings

اللهِا دَـنعِ  یل  اوعفَشـْافَ  اللهِا  یلإ  مکُِب  تُْعفَشـْتَسْاوَ  اللهِا ، یلإ  یتجَاحوَ  يرْقفَ  مِویَِل  یتَّدعـُو  یتَّمِئأَ  مکُِب ، تُهَّجوََت  یّنإ  َّیِلاومَوَ ، یتدَاس  اـی 
ای یتدَاسَ  ای  یئاجرَ ، اللهِا  دَنعِ  اونوکفَ  اللهِا  نِم  هًاجَن  وجرْأَ  مکُِبرقُِبو  مکُِّبحُبوَ  اللهِا  یلإ  یتلَیـسوَ  مکَُّنإفَ  اللهِا ، دَـنعِ  یبونذُ  نِم  یِنوذقِْنتَسـْاو 

.اللهِا ءَایِلوْأ 

O my chiefs, O my masters, I turn to Allah through you, O my Imams, my supporters“
on the days of my destitution. I seek your advocacy before Allah, I request you to
speak in my favor before Allah, obtain pardon for me from Allah, and deliver me from
my sins, through my love of you and nearness to you, obtain deliverance from me

(from Allah. O my chiefs, O close friends of Allah.”(1

Love For the Ahl ul-Bayt is Reward of Prophethood

According to the Holy Qur’an, the love for the household of the Holy Prophet (saw) as
:the reward of prophethood is obligatory on the ummah

یَبرْقُْلا یِف  هََّدوَمَْلا  لاّإِ  اًرجْأَ  هِْیلَعَ  مْکُُلأَسْأَ  لُْق لاَ 

Say: I do not ask of you any reward for it but love for my“

p: 198
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(” near relatives. (The Holy Qur’an; 42:23

According to traditions reported by both the Shia and Sunnah, the word ‘near
relatives’ has been interpreted as the household of the Messenger of Allah (saw).
Hence, love of them is aimed at being guided under their heavenly light, attaining
eternal happiness, and getting rid of the bonds of Satan. In this relation, the Holy

:Qur’an says

لاًیبسّ هِِّبرَ  یلإِ  ذَخََّتا  ءَاشَ  نْمَ  لاّإِ  رٍجْأَ  نِْم  هِْیلَعَ  مْکُُلأَسْأَ  امَ  لُْق 

Say: I do not ask you aught in return except that he who will, may take the way to his“
(” Lord. (25:57

Taking the way to God, according to traditions, can be realized only under the shelter
of the Ahl ul-Bayt; therefore , courtesy to them is in the interest of the ummah and not

:in the interest of the household as the Holy Qur’an expressly says

.مْکَُل وَهُفَ  رٍجْأَ  نِْم  مْکُُتْلأَسَ  امَ  لُْق 

(” Say: Whatever reward I have asked of you, that is only for yourselves. (34:47“

Wilayat Makes the Hajj Rites Perfect

Consensus among the Shiites is that God’s acceptance of Muslims’ deeds depends on
belief in the Imamate of Imam ‘Ali and the Imams of the Ahl ul-Bayt (as). Traditions
related to this matter have reached us through both Shiite and Sunni reference books
by successive hearsay.(1) Suleiman Aamash quotes Imam Sadiq (as) and his

:honorable fathers as saying

:The Messenger of Allah (saw) said“

: هِِلآو هِیلَعَ  اللهُا  یّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  لَاقَ 

.نَیقَّتمُلا مُامإِو  نَینِمؤمُلا  رُیِمأ  تَنأ  ُّیلعَ ، ای 

.نَیقِباَّسلا لُضَْفأوَ  نَیقِیِّدِّصلا  رُیخَو  نَیِّیِبَّنلا  مِْلعِ  ثُرِاووَ  نَیِّیصِوَلا  دُِّیسَ  تَنأ  ُّیلعَ ، ای 
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هُفَیلخَوَ نَیمَلاعَلا  ءِاسِن  هِدَِّیسَ  جُوْزَ  تَنأ  ُّیلعَ ، ای 

p: 199

See Bihar ul-Anwar; vol. 27 p. 166 - 1
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.نَیلسَرمُلا

.نَینِمؤمُلا یلومَ  تَنأ  ُّیلعَ ، ای 

.كَاداعَ نْمَ  رَاَّنلا  َّقحَتَسْاوَ  كَاّلوََت  نمَ  هََّنجَلا  بَجَوْتَسِْا  .نَیعمَجأ  سِاّنلا  یلعَ  يدعَب  هَُّجحُلا  تَنأ  ُّیلعَ ، ای 

هِیَلاوَوَ کَِتیَلاوَِب  لاإ  هُنِم  کَِلذ  اللهُا  لَِبقَ  ام  مٍاع  فَْلأَ  اللهَا  دَبـَعَ  اًدـبعَ  َّنأ  وَْل  هَِّیرِبَلا  عِیمجَ  یلعَ  یِنافطَصـْاوَ  هَِّوُبُّنلاِب  ینثَعََب  يذّـلاوَ  ُّیلعَ ، ای 
، مُلاسـّلا هِیلعَ  لُیربجِ  ینرَبَخْأ  کَِلذِب  كَدِْلوُ ؛ نِم  هَِّمِئلأا  ءِادعْأَو  کَِئادـعْأ  نِم  هِءَاربَلاِب  لاإ  لُبَْقُت  کَتَیَلاوَ لا  َّنإِوَ  .كَدِـلوُ  نِم  هَِّمِئلأَا 

.رْفُکْیَْلفَ ءَاشَ  نْمَوَ  نِْمؤُْیْلفَ  ءَاشَ  نْمَفَ 

.O ‘Ali, you are the commander of the faithful and the Imam of the pious

O ‘Ali, you are the master of the vicegerents, inheritor of the knowledge of prophets,
.the best of the truthful, and the head of the foremost in faith

O ‘Ali, you are the husband of the chiefess of the world women and you are the
.successor of the Messengers

.O ‘Ali, you are the master of the believers

O ‘Ali, you are the proof of Allah among all human beings after me. Whoever loves you
.deserves Paradise and whoever antagonizes you will enter into fire

O ‘Ali, (I swear) by One Who appointed me as prophet and chosen me from among

people, if a man worships Allah for thousand years, his worship will not be accepted
by Allah save with belief in your Imamate and that of your sons. Belief in your
Imamate is not accepted save by disavowal of your enemies and those of your
progeny. Archangel Gabriel (as) informed me of it. Whoever accepts it is a believer

(and whoever denies it is an unbeliever.”(1

(Abu-Hamza reported that Imam Sajjad (as
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asked, ‘Which areas are the best?’ I answered, ‘Allah, His Messenger, and son of His
:Messenger know best.’ He (as) then said

مُوصیَ اًماع - نیـسمْخَ  لاإ  هٍنَسـَ  فَْلأ   – هِِموقَ یف  مُلاسـّلا  هِیلعَ  حٌوُن  رََّمعَ  ام  رََّمعَ  لاًجُرَ  َّنأ  وَْلوَ  .مِاقمَلاوَ  نِکُّْرلا  نَیَب  ام  عِاقِبلا  لَضَْفأ  َّنإ 
.اًئیشَ کَِلذِب  عْفِتَْنیَ  مل  انِتیَلاوِ  رِیغَِب  َّلجَو  زّع  اللهَا  یَقَِل  َّمُث  مِاقمَلا  کَِلذ  یف  لَیّللا  مُوقیَو  رَاهَّنلا 

The best area –in the world- is that lying between the Rukn (corner of the Kaaba) and
Maqam (standing-place of Prophet Ibrahim). If a man lives as long as Prophet Noah –
nine hundred and fifty years- and spends all this period with fasting during days and
worshipping Allah during nights in that area, all his acts of worship will be worthless

-. unless he believes in our wilaya –divine leadership

Acceptable Hajj

Meaath ibn Kathir reported: It was big crowds on that season of Hajj when I
approached Imam Sadiq (as) and said, ‘Really, the performers of Hajj are so many.’
He (as) turned his sight towards them and asked me to be nearer to him. As I did, He

:(as) said

.مْکُنِم لاإ  اللهُا  لَُّبقَتَیَ  ام  اللهِاو ، .مکَُل لا  لاإ  ُّجحَلا  ام  اللهِاوَ  نٍاکمَ ! ِّلکُ  نِم  جُومَلا  هِب  یتأی  ءٌاثغُ 

They are just like scum that waves bring from everywhere. By Allah I swear, true Hajj
(is only yours. Certainly, Allah will accept your Hajj only.(1

Al-Harith ibn al-Mughira reported: I was sitting near Imam Sadiq (as) when somebody

came in and asked, ‘Son of Allah’s Messenger, the performers of Hajj this year were

so
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(: many.’ The Imam answered (as

مْکَُل لاإ  رُفِْغیَ  لاو  مکُنِم  لاّإ  اللهُا  لُبَْقیَ  ام  اللهِاو  .اوُّلقِیَْلفَ  اوؤاشَ  نْإو  اورُثکیَْلفَ  اوؤُاشَ  نْإ 

Let they be so many or so few. By Allah I swear, He will not accept but the Hajj that
(you perform, and none will be forgiven except you.(1

Abu’l-Jaroud reported: I said to Imam Baqir (as) in Mecca, or Mina, that the
:performers of Hajj were so many. He (as) said

کَِباحصأ نِمو  کَنِم  لاإ  لَُّبقَتَُی  لاوَ  کَباحصْلأَو  کَل  لاّإ  رُفَغُی  ام  َّجاحَلا ! َّلقَأَ  امَ 

In fact, they are so few. None will be forgiven except your companions and you, and
(nobody’s act will be admitted (by God) except your companions’ and yours.(2

Mansour as-Sayqal reported: I was with Imam Sadiq (as) in his pavilion in Mina (during
:the season of Hajj) when he looked at people and said

مکُرُیغَ ُّجحـِی  ام  اللهِاو ، .لَلاحَلا لا  نَوحکِنَتو  لَلاحَلا  نَوسبَْلتوَ  لَـلاحَلا  نَولکُأْـتو  .مَارحَلا  نَوحکِنیَو  مَارحَلا  نَوسبَلیَو  مَارحَلا  نَولکُأـی 
.مکُنِم لاإ  لَُّبقَتَُی  لاو 

They eat, dress, and marry illegally. But you eat, dress, and marry legally. By Allah, it is
(only you whose Hajj is valid and whose deeds are accepted.(3

Zureyq reported: I asked Imam Sadiq (as) about the best deed after the recognition of
:God. He (as) said

لاو مَوَّصلا ، لُدِعیَ  ءٌیشـَ  کَِلذ  دَعَب  لاو  هَاکَّزلا ، لُدِعیَ  ءٌیشـَ  هِلاَّصلاو  هِفَرِعمَلا  دَعَب  لاو  هَلاَّصلا ، هِذِهَ  لُدِـعیَ  هِفَرِعمَلا  دَـعَب  ءٍیشـَ  نِم  ام 
.انُتفَرِعمَ هُُتمَِتاخو  هِِّلکُ  کَلذ  هُحَِتافو  َّجحَلا ، لُدِعیَ  ءٌیشَ  کَلذ  دَعَب 

Nothing after the recognition of Allah may mount to prayer. Nothing, after the
recognition of Allah and the prayer, may
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mount to zakat. Nothing after these may mount to fasting. Nothing after these may

mount to Hajj. The opening and the end of all these is the recognition of us (i.e. the
(divine leadership of the Imams).(1

:Prophet Muhammad (saw) said

.یتیَب لِهْأو  ٍّیِلعَ  ِّبحُب  کَّْسمَتَیَْلفَ  یقثوُلا  هِوَرعُلاب  کََّسمَتَیَ  نْأ  دَارأَ  نمَ 

He who wants to hold fast to the Firmest Handle must cling to love for ‘Ali and my

-. household –the Ahl ul-Bayt

Visiting the Prophet’s Tomb

:Imam Ridha’ (as) says

.مُلاسّلا مُهِْیلعَ  هِدَاسّلا  رَبقَ  رُوزَتوَ  .ینافجَ  دقَفَ  ینرْزُیَ  ملوَ  َّجحَ  نْمَ  لَاق : هَُّنإفَ  هِِلآو  هِیلَعَ  اللهُا  یّلصَ  یفطَصمُلا  دٍَّمحَم  رَبقَ  رُوزَت  َّمُث 

Then you will visit the tomb of Muhammad (saw), for the Holy Prophet has said:
“Whoever performs the Hajj rites but does not visit my tomb will be unkind to me.”

(And then visit the tombs of the Sayyids (as)(2

Imam Baqir (as) looked at those who were circumambulating the Holy House and
:said

.مهُرَصَْن انیلَعَ  اوضرِعیَ  َّمُث  مهَُتَّدوَمَ  انوفِّرعَُیفَ  انوتأْی  َّمُث  اذهَب  اوفوطُیَ  نْأ  اورِمأُ 

They are ordained to circumambulate (the House) then come to us to show us their
(love (loyalty) for us and then offer their support for us.(3

:Imam Sadiq (as) says

.انب اومِتخْاو  هََّکمَب  اوؤدَبِا 

(Start Hajj with Mecca and complete it with us.”(4“

Yahya ibn Yessar reported: During the Hajj, we passed by Imam Sadiq (as) who said
:to us
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.مکُل اًئینهَ  دٍَّمحَم ، لِآ  هُعَیشوَ  هِلآو  هِیلعَ  اللهُا  یّلصَ  هِِّیبَن  رِبقَ  رُاوّزُو  اللهِا  تِیَب  جُاجّحُ 

O Pilgrims of the House of Allah, visitors of His Prophet’s tomb, and adherents (Shia)
(of Muhammad’s household, congratulations!(5

Al-Hasan ibn al-Washa reported: I asked

p: 203
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Imam Ridha’ (as) about the reward of him who visits the tomb of any of the Imams

:(as), and he answered

.اللهِاو هَُّنجَلا  ...مُلاسّلا  هِیلعَ  اللهِا  دِبعَ  یبأ  رَبقَ  یتأَ  نمَ  لُثِم  هُل 

He (who visits the tomb of any of the Imams) will be rewarded as same as him who

visits the tomb of Abu-Abdilah (Imam Husayn) (as) that is Paradise, I swear it by
(Allah.(1

دقَفَ اًنِمؤُم  َّرسـَ  نمَوَ  انَّبحَأ ، دْقَفَ  انِّبحِمل  یّلوََت  نمَو  انعَمَ ، دَهَاج  اَّمنأکفَ  انَّودُعَ  دَهـَاج  نمَوَ  انِتایحَ ، یف  انرَاز  اَّمنأکَفَ  انِتامَم  یف  انرَاز  نمَ 
.هلآو هیلع  هللا  یلص  دٍَّمحَم  انِّدجَ  یلعَ  هُُتافاکُم  نَاک  انرَیقفَ  نَاعأ  نمَوَ  انَّرسَ ،

He who comes to visit our tombs after our decease will have the same reward of him“
who visited us in our lifetime. He who fights our enemy will be regarded as if he fought
alongside us. He who loves those who love us will love us. He who pleases a believer
will indeed please us. He who helps a poor man belonging to us will be recompensed

(by our grandfather Muhammad (saw).”(2

:Imam Sadiq (as) quotes the Holy Prophet (saw) as saying

اهعَمَ مْهُوَ  اهرِاسیَ  نعَو  اهِنیمِی  نعَو  اهفِْلخَ  نِموَ  اهیدَیـَ  نِیَب  نِم  اهَنوظفَحْی  هِکَِئلامَلا  نَِم  لاًیعرَ  مُلاسـّلا  اهیلعَ  هَمَطِافب  لََّکوَ  دْقـَ  اللهَا  َّنإ 
راز نْمَوَ  یتایحَ ، یف  ینرَاز  اَّمنأکَفَ  یتافوَ  دَعَب  ینرَاز  نمَفَ  .اهینَبوَ  اهِلْعَبو  اهیبأَ  یلعَ  هَلاَّصلا  نَورِثکُی  اهِتومَ  دَعب  اهرِبقَ  دَنعِو  اهِتایحَ  یف 
هِیلَعَ نَیسـَحُلا  رَاز  نْمَوَ  مُلاسـّلا  اهیلَعَ  هَمَطِاف  رَاز  اَّمنأَکَفَ  مُلاَّسلا  هِیلَعَ  بٍِلاط  یبأ  نَب  َّیِلعَ  رَاز  نمَوَ  ینرَاز  امّنأَکَفَ  مُلاسـّلا  اهیلعَ  هَمَطِاـف 

اًیلعَ رَاز  امّنأَکَفَ  مُلاسّلا 
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.امهُرَاز امّنأَکَفَ  امهُتََّیِّرذُ  رَاز  نمَوَ  مُلاسلا  هِیلعَ 

Allah has assigned a group of angels to guard Fatima (as) in front, behind, and on the“
left and right sides. Those angels are constantly accompanying her in her life, her
grave after her death, and send greetings to her father, her husband, and her
progeny. Therefore, whoever visits me after my death will be regarded as if he indeed
visited me in my lifetime, whoever visits Fatima will be regarded as if he indeed visited
me, whoever visits ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib will be regarded as if he indeed visited Fatima,
whoever visits Husayn will be regarded as if he has indeed visited ‘Ali (as), and
whoever visits their progeny will be regarded as if he indeed visited those two

(honorable ones.”(1

Imam Sadiq, on the authority of his fathers, reported that the Messenger of God
(: addressed to Imam ‘Ali (as

نِم ءٍابجَن  بَولُق  لَعجَ  َّلجَو  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإو  .اهِتاصرَعَ  نِم  تٍاصرَعَو  هِّنجَلا  عِاقب  نِم  اًعاقِب  كَدِلوُ  رَبقَوَ  كَرَبقَ  لَعجَ  اللهَا  َّنإ  نِسَحَلا ، ابأ  ای 
هًَّدوَمَو اللهِا  یلإ  مهُنِم  اًبُّرقََت  اهَترَایزِ  نَورِثکُیو  مکُرَوبُق  نَورمُْعیَفَ  مکُیف  يذلأاو  هََّلذَمـَلا  لُمـِتَحْتو  مکُیَلإ  ُّنحِت  هِدِاـبعِ  نِم  هٍوَْفصـَو  هِقِلخَ 

یف اًدغَ  یناریجو  يراوّزُ  مْهُو  یضوحَ  نَودرِاولاو  یتعَافشَب  نَوصوصخمَلا  ُّیلعَ  ای  کَِئلوأ  .مََّلسـَو  هِلآو  هِیلعَ  اللهُا  یّلصـَ  هِِلوسرَل  مهنِم 
.هَِّنجَلا

بَاوث کَِلذ  لَدَعـَ  مهرَوبُق  رَاز  نمَوَ  سِدِـقمَلا ، تِیَب  ءِاـنِب  یلعَ  دَوُاد  نَب  نَامیلَسـُ  نَاـعأ  امـّنأَکَفَ  اهدَهـَاعَتو  مهُرَوبُق  رَمَعَ  نمَ  ُّیلعَ ، اـی 
.هُُّمأ هُتدََلوَ  مِویَکَ  مکُِترَایزِ  نِم  عَجِری  یتحَ  هِبونذُ  نِم  جَرخَوَ  مِلاسلإا  هَِّجحِ  دَعَب  هًَّجحِ  نَیعبسَ 

نِم کیِّبحِموَ  کََئایِلوأ  رِّشَبوَ  ُّیلعَ  ای  رْشِْبأفَ 
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هُیَِنازّلا رَُّیعََت  امک  مکُرِوبُق  رَاوّزُ  نَورِّیعَُی  سِاـنلا  نِم  هًلاـثحُ  َّنکِلو  .رٍشـََب  بِلقَ  یلعَ  رَطَخَ  ـلاو  تعَمِسـَ  نٌذُأُ  ـلاو  تْأَرَ  نٌیعَ  ـلا  اـمب  مِیعَّنلا 
.یضوحَ نَودرِیَ  لاو  یتعَافشَ  مهُلانَت  یتَّمأُ لا  رُارشِ  کِئلوأ  اهانزِب ,

O Abu’l-Hasan, Allah has certainly made your descendants’ and your tombs areas and
yards of Paradise. He, Glorified and Elevated is He, has also caused the hearts of
some choice, pure servants of Him to yearn for them and tolerate humiliation and
harm for you. They therefore will construct and frequent your tombs for nothing more

than seeking nearness to Allah and showing love for His Messenger (saw). O ‘Ali,
those (servants) will be granted exclusively my Intercession, will come to my Divine

.Pool, and will be my visitors and neighbors in Paradise

O ‘Ali, he who constructs and takes care of your tombs will be regarded as if he helped
(Prophet) Solomon son of (Prophet) David construct the Bayt ul-Maqdis (the Sacred
Mosque of Jerusalem). He who visits the tombs of your descendants will have the
reward of seventy times of recommended Hajj and will be released from his sins as if
he has just been given birth by his mother, and these rewards will be continuous until

.he returns home

O ‘Ali, enjoy the good tidings and convey them to your adherents and followers—you

will be enjoying the bliss whose like has never been seen, heard, or even imagined.
But there will come some people who dishonor the visitors of your tombs in the same

way as

p: 206
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a prostitute is dishonored. Those people are the evilest individuals of my ummah; they
will not be granted my Intercession and will not be allowed to approach my Divine

(Pool (on the Day of Resurrection).(1

Peace Be Upon You, O Messenger of Allah and Upon Your Pure and Immaculate

Household

O Medina, how honorable you are for holding the pure body of the superior of the
creatures, source of pride of all beings, and most beloved of Allah in your arms. O
Medina, you have amazed not only the terrestrial but also the celestial beings with

.your glory for becoming the descending place of God’s favor and blessings

اًمیِلسَْت اومُِّلسَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اوُّلصَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ای  ِّیِبَّنلا ، یلعَ  نَوُّلصَُی  هُتَکَِئلامَوَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

Surely Allah and His angels bless the Prophet; O you who believe! Call for Divine“
(” blessings on him and salute him with a becoming salutation. (The Holy Qur’an; 33:56

This illuminated garden, which is as Paradise in the eyes of the pilgrims, is the holy
shrine of the Messenger of Allah—Prophet Muhammad, may the blessings of Allah be
upon him and his progeny. Every Muslim has the wish to visit the tomb of the Holy
Prophet (saw) at least once in his lifetime. Thanks to God for giving us the honor of

.visiting this holy shrine

Souls of True Believers Keep On Living After Death and They Are Aware of All Events

Based on logical proof, man’s soul keeps on living after departing from the body. It
has also been proved that the souls of true believers, prophets, and Imams, after
departing from their bodies and going to heaven, become more illuminated, their

knowledge of this world become vaster, and their influence on the

p: 207
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world become more effective. About those martyred for God’s sake, the Holy Qur’an
:says

.نَوُقزَرُْی مْهِِّبرَ  دَْنعِ  ءٌایَحْأَ  لَْب  اًتاوَْمأَ  اللهِا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  اوُلِتُق  نَیذَِّلا  َّنبَسَحَْت  لاوَ 

And reckon not those who are killed in Allah's way as dead; nay, they are alive (and)“
(” are provided sustenance from their Lord. (3:169

:The Holy Qur’an has likened the unbelievers to the dead

.رِوُبقُْلا بِاحَصْأَ  نِْم  رُاَّفکُْلا  سَِئیَ  امکَ  هِرَخِلآا  نَِم  اوسُِئیَ  دْقَ 

Indeed, they despair of the hereafter as the unbelievers despair of those in tombs.“
(” (60:13

Sheikh Mufid, may Allah be pleased with him, in his book titled al-Maqalaat, writes

:down

مْهل یلاعت  اللهِا  مِلاعإب  ایندّلا  رِاد  یف  مْهِتعیش  لَاوحأ  هِافولا  دَعب  مهِیلعَ  یفَخت  هًصّاخ لا  مُلاسلا  مُهیلع  هِترتعِ  نْم  هَمئلأاو  اللهِا  لَوسر  َّنإو 
رِوهمج نِم  اهب  مهنََّیب  یلاعت  اللهِا  فِئاطل  نم  هٍفیطلب  مِاظعِلا  هِمرّکمُلا  مهدهاشمَ  یف  مْهل  یجانمُلا  مَلاک  نَوعمَسیو  لٍاح  دَعب  لاًاح  کَلذ 

.هُیاورلا هب  تْءاج  امک  دٍعُب  نِم  هُاجانمُلا  مهغُُلبتو  دِابعِلا ،

God’s Messenger and the Imams of his household are, adfter decease, ware of the
state of their followers in this world, and no state of their followers is hidden from
them. God, Exalted is He, informs them about all these matters. They hear the
supplications of those who speak to them in their dignified, handsome shrines due to
one of God’s special favors so that He will distinguish them from others. They, too, are

(aware of the supplications of those who are far away.(1

(: Abdullah ibn Bukeir quotes Imam Sadiq (as) as saying in relation to Imam Husayn (as

مْهِب فُرَعْأ  وَهُف  هِرِاوّزُ  یلإ  رُظُْنیََل  هَُّنإوَ 

p: 208
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: لُوقیو رَافغِتسـْلاا  هُابأ  لُأسیَوَ  هُل  رُفِغتَـسیَفَ  هِیکبیَ  نمَ  یلإ  رُظُنیََل  هُّنإو  .هِدِلوُب  مهِدِحَأَ  نْم  مْهِلاحرِ  یف  امو  مْهِئابآ  ءِامـسأَوَ  مهِِئامـسأَبو 
.هٍئَیطخَو بٍنذ  ِّلک  نِم  هل  رُفِغتسْیََل  هُّنإو  .تَنزَحَ  امّم  رَثَکأ  تَحرِفََل  کَل  اللهُا  َّدعَأ  ام  تَمِلعَ  وَل  یکابلا ، اهّیأ 

Most surely, he looks at the visitors of his tomb and knows them by the name of
themselves, their fathers, and the provisions they have with them better than a father
might know his own children. He looks at the supplicants favorably and asks
forgiveness for them, saying: O Suppliant, if you know what Allah has prepared for
you, your happiness will exceed your sorrows, for he asks forgiveness for every

(wrongdoing and sin of the supplicant.”(1

Therefore, we realize that the special favors of God’s disciples are felt within the
precincts of the Imams’ holy shrines more than anywhere else. Hence, we should

:expose ourselves to such favors and say

رٌصِْبتَسُْم هِب ، مْترْفَکَ  امبو  مکُِّودُعَب  رٌِفاک  هِب ، مُتنمَآ  امِبو  مکُِب  نٌِمؤُْم  یِّنأ  مکُدُهِشْأُوَ  اللهَا  دُهِشْأُ  یترَسْأُوَ ، یلاموَ  یلهْأوَ  یِّمأُوَ  مُتْنأ  یبأَب 
، مکَُبرَاح نْمَل  بٌرحَوَ  مْکُمََلاسَ  نْمَل  مٌْلسـِ  مهُل ، دٍاـعُموَ  مکُِئادـعْلأ  ضٌغِبُم  مکُِئاـیِلولأوَ ، مْکُل  لٍاوُم  مکُفََلاـخ ، نمَ  هَِللاضـَِبوَ  مکُِنأـشِب 

نٌِمؤُم مکُب  فٌرِتَْعُم  مکُِتَّمذِب  بٌجِتَحْم  مکُمِْلعِِل  لٌمِتَحْم  مکُِلـضفَب  ٌّرقُِم  مکُِّقحَب ، فٌرِاع  مْکُل  عٌیطُم  مُتلطَبأَ ، امل  لٌطِْبُم  مُتْقَّقحَ  امل  قٌِّقحُم 
مکُرِوبقُِب ذٌِـئاع  مکُل  رٌِئاز  مکُب  رٌیجتَـسُم  مکُرِْمأَـب  لٌِـماع  مکُِلوقَب  ذٌخـِآ  مکُِتلودَِـل  بٌقَِترُم  مکُرِْمـلأ  رٌظِتَنُم  مکُِتعَجْرَب  قٌِّدصـَُم  مکُِباـیإِب 

.يرومأُوَ یلاوحْأ  ِّلکُ  یف  یتدَارإِوَ  یجِئاوحَوَ  یتبَِلطَ  مَامأَ  مکُُمِّدقَُموَ  هِیَلإ  مکُب  بٌِّرقَتَُموَ  مکُب  َّلجَو  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یلإ  عٌفِشْتَسُْم 

My father, mother, family, property, and possessions are at your disposal. Allah“

p: 209
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and you bear witness that I believe in you, thereby have faith in you: I renounce your
enemies, and that by which they have disowned you, I am fully aware of your glorious
purpose, and that which leads astray in your hostility; I am your friend, and a friend of
your friends, I dislike your enemies and strive against their designs, I am at peace
with those who make peace with you, I take the field against those who march

against you, I accept as true that which acknowledges your truth, I prove false that
.which takes a stand against you, I follow in your footsteps

I am fully aware of your rights and privileges, I recognize your superiority over others,
I carry and preserve your knowledge, I take refuge under your prospective shelter, I
respond to you, I know for sure that you will come back, I believe in your promised

return, I anticipate and look for your (just and fair) order, I pray for your (good)
administration, I hold fast to that which you have said, I carry out your orders, I take
shelter in your neighborhood, I make a visit to do homage and praise you, for me your
‘resting abode’ are sanctuaries; in the court of the Almighty you are my advocates, I
seek His nearness through you, for seeking fulfillment of my wants and desire, under

(all circumstances, I follow you to make headway.”(1

Dust from Messengers’ footsteps is life-giving

:About the story of the Golden Calf of Samiri, the Holy Qur’an says

لَاقَ

p: 210
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.اهَُتذْبَنَفَ لِوسَُّرلا  رَِثأَ  نِْم  هًضَْبقَ  تُضْبَقَفَ  هِِب  اورُصُْبیَ  مل  امَب   ِ تُرْصَُب لَاقَ  .ُّيرِِماسَ  ایَ  کَُبطْخَ  امَفَ 

He said: What was then your object, O Samiri? He said: I saw what they did not see,“
so I took a handful of the dust from the footsteps of the messenger, and then I threw

(” it in the casting. (20:95-6

We should reflect on the Qur’anic truth that the life of an angel is so effective and
influential that when he walks on the earth as a human being, the dust under his foot
becomes a source of life in a dead being. The dust of the tombs of God’s disciples,
especially the tomb of the master of the martyrs; Imam Husayn (as), has a healing,
life-giving peculiarity. When God gives such an effect to the dust under Gabriel’s foot,
He can give the same to the dust of the grave of the Messenger and his household

:who are more honorable that archangels

.مِیظِعَْلا لِضْفَْلا  وذُ  اللهُاوَ  ءُاشَیَ  نْمَ  هِِتمَحْرَِب  ُّصتَخْیَ 

He specially chooses for His mercy whom He pleases; and Allah is the Lord of mighty“
(” grace.(The Holy Qur’an; 3:74

Evidently, the soul of an imperfect man has a very limited activity while that of perfect
men, like prophets and Imams, has infinite activity so as healing the patients, meeting

the request of the needy, guiding those who go astray, and solving unsolvable
.problems are very easy to them

Now we are facing the Holy Shrine of the Messenger of Allah. It is an opportune time

for expressing

p: 211
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our love and need for him in view of his sublime spiritual position. He has been
:described as mercy for the worlds

مٍیظِعَ قٍُلخُ  یلَعََل  کََّنإِوَ 

(” And most surely you conform to sublime morality. (The Holy Qur’an; 68:4“

.مٌیحِرَ فٌوؤُرَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلاِب 

(” To the believers, he is compassionate, merciful. (The Holy Qur’an; 9:128“

.رْهَْنَت لافَ  لَِئاَّسلا  اَّمأَوَ 

(” As for him who asks, do not chide. (The Holy Qur’an; 93:10“

هِدِْـعَب نِْم  بَاَـت  َّمُث  هٍَلاهـَجَِی  ءًوسُ  مْکُْنِم  لَمـِعَ  نْمَ  هَُّنأَ  هَمَحَّْرلا  هِسِْفَن  یلَعَ  مْکُُّبرَ  بَتَکَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  مٌلاسـَ  لْـقُفَ  نَوُنِمؤُْی  نَیذَِّلا  كَءَاجـَ  اذَإِوَ 
.مٌیحِرَ رٌوفُغَ  هَُّنأَفَ  حَلَصْأَوَ 

And when those who believe in Our communications come to you, say: Peace be on“
you, your Lord has ordained mercy on Himself, (so) that if any one of you does evil in
ignorance, then turns after that and acts aright, then He is Forgiving, Merciful. (The

(” Holy Qur’an; 6:54

In the holy shrine of the Messenger of God (saw), we have an excellent opportunity to
raise our hands of need before the house of his daughter (as) for no one leaves this
holy shrine without having his request fulfilled. In the Holy Qur’an, God praises the Ahl
ul-Bayt for giving their food to the poor, the orphan, and the captive in an excellent

:way

اًروکُشُ لاوَ  ءًازَجَ  مْکُْنِم  دُیرُِن  اللهِا لا  هِجْوَِل  مْکُمُعِطُْن  امََّنإِ  .اًریسِأَوَ  اًمیِتیَوَ  اًنیکِسِْم  هِِّبحُ  یلَعَ  مَاعََّطلا  نَومُعِطُْیوَ 

And they give food out of love for Him to the poor and the orphan and the captive: we“
only feed you for Allah's sake; we desire from you neither reward nor thanks. (The

p: 212
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(” Holy Qur’an; 78:8-9

:After describing blessings in Paradise, God says

اًروکُشْمَ مْکُُیْعسَ  نَاکَوَ  ءًازَجَ  مْکَُل  نَاکَ  اذَهَ  َّنإِ 

Surely this is a reward for you, and your striving shall be recompensed.(The Holy“
(” Qur’an; 78:22

Therefore, we should stand before this door—door of Allah, and supplicate from the
:bottom of our hearts, saying

رِاّنلا نِمو  تِاکلَهَلا  فِرُجُ  افشَ  نِم  انذَقَْنأو  بِورکُلا  تُارمَغَ  اّنعَ  جََّرفَوَ  ِّلُّذلا  نَِم  اللهُا  انَجَرَخْأَ  مْکُِب 

It is on account of you that Allah pulls us out of the depth of degradation, sets us free“
from the clutches of hardships, takes us to safety from precipice of annihilation and

(from falling down into the Hell.”(1

Shiites Are in Search of Fatima’s Grave in Medina

Where is the grave of Fatima? Where was she buried? Is it in Baqie cemetery,
between the mimbar (pulpit) and grave of the Holy Prophet (saw) or in her own

house? Where is the grave of the honorable lady before whose arrival the Holy
Prophet (saw) would rise up, welcome her, kiss her hand, and give his own place to

(her?(2

With his polite behavior, the Messenger of God intended to show part of the heavenly
nature of his daughter so that the ummah would realize her worthy position and

.reach eternal happiness through infinite blessings of her holiness

:The Messenger of God (saw) is quoted -by both Shiite and Sunni Muslims- as saying

.اللهَا يذآ  دقَفَ  یناذآ  نمَوَ  یناذآ  دقَفَ  اهاذآ  نمَ  یّنِم ، هٌعَضِب  هُمَطِاف 

Fatima is part of me and I am part of her. He who hurts her is hurting me and“
.” whoever hurts me is hurting Allah
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اللهَا َّنإ  هُمَطِاف ، ای 

p: 213

Ziyarat al-Jami’a al-Kabira - 1
See al-Muhaddith al-Qummi’s Bayt ul-Ahzaan; 8 - 2
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.کِِبضَغَِل بُضَغیَو  كِاضرِِل  یضریَ 

O Fatima, surely Allah becomes wrathful when you are wrathful and pleased when“
.” you are pleased

To hurt Lady Fatima is to hurt the Messenger of God, and to hurt the Messenger of
:God entails God’s curse

.اًنیهُِم اًباذَعَ  مْهَُل  َّدعَأَوَ  هِرَخِلآاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  اللهُا  مُهُنَعََل  هَُلوسُرَوَ  اللهَا  نَوذُؤُْی  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ 

Surely as for those who hurt Allah and His Apostle, Allah has cursed them in this world“
and the Hereafter, and He has prepared for them a chastisement bringing disgrace.

(” (The Holy Qur’an; 33:57

Since we do not exactly know where the great lady of Islam was buried, we shed
tears on the earth of Baqie cemetery for the likelihood that her grave is there, and

:say

.اللهِا لِوسر  تَنب  ای  کِیلعَ  مُلاَّسلا 

.Peace be upon you, O’ daughter of the Messenger of Allah

We sometimes stand between the grave and mimbar of the Holy Prophet (saw) for
(: the visitation of her grave, based on the saying of the Messenger of God (saw

.هَِّنجَلا ضِایرِ  نم  هٌضَورَ  يربَنِمو  يربقَ  نَیَب  ام 

.The area between my grave and mimbar is a garden of Paradise

We sometimes go behind the Holy Prophet’s grave, where the house of Fatima (as),
for salutation. We shed tears by the graves of Fatima (as) and her sons until the
reappearance of her eleventh progeny, Imam Mahdi under whose just rule we will

.calm down

Al-Baqie Cemetery, the Sacred Hall of Audience

This is Baqie cemetery where thousands of great religious personalities, companions,
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wives, and children of the Holy Prophet (saw) are buried. What gives dignity to this
cemetery is the

p: 214
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pure bodies of four Imams (as). For this reason, the Ahl ul-Bayt’s followers turn to
Baqie lovingly during the Hajj season and weep bitterly though there is no mausoleum

:and the graves are at ground level

مُهِیلع كَءَافلَخُو  کََلوسر  َّنأ  مُلَعأَو  هِترَـضحَ  یف  اهدُـقِتَعأ  امکَ  هِِتبَیغَ  یف  فِیرشـّلا  دِهَـشمَلا  اذـه  بِحِاـص  هَمَرحُ  دُـقِتَعأ  ینإ  مّهُّللا 
.یملاسَ نَوُّدریَو  یملاکَ  نوعمَسیوَ  یماقمَ  نَورَیَ  نَوقزَرُی  كَدَنعِ  ءٌایحأ  مُلاسّلا 

O Allah, I believe in the sanctity of the one buried in this holy shrine in his/her absence
as in his/her presence. I know that Your Messenger and vicegerents are alive and
given sustenance by You. They see my standing place, hear my words, and answer

(my salutation.(1

The four Imams who have given dignity to Baqie cemetery are Imam Hasan, Imam

(: Sajjad, Imam Baqir, and Imam Sadiq (as

.هرخلآا یف  مهتَعَافشَو  ایندّلا  یف  مهُترَایزِ  انقزُرا  مّهَُّللاَ 

.O Allah, grant us their visitation in this world and their intercession in the Hereafter

The Martyrs of the Battle of Uhud

This religion under whose shade we have taken shelter and in the light of which we

have come to know God, the Holy Qur’an, and the Ahl ul-Bayt have not reached us
easily. Only does God know how many devoted persons sacrificed their lives, suffered
hardships, and went through calamities in order to safeguard this religion and hand it

.over to us as it is

We, who hear the life-giving call of ‘I bear witness that there is no god but Allah and
that Muhammad is His Messenger,’ from mosques’ minarets, hold glorious

congregational prayer in mosques, and hold mourning

p: 215
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ceremonies for Imam Husayn (as), are rarely aware of the tragic events that
.happened to Islam and Muslims in the early days of our religion

Hence, it is necessary for our younger generation to study the history of the early
days of Islam to see what sacrifices were made in defense of Islam and the Holy
Qur’an. We should both follow their ways and visit their graves to pay homage to

.them

Some of those pioneers who sacrificed their lives in the way of God are the martyrs of
the battle of Uhud, may Allah be pleased with them, who bravely fought for Islam
when it, as well as the Messenger of God were isolated, lost their lives, found eternal
life, and made us indebted to them forever. Therefore, we stand by their graves and

:say

مکُرَاتخا اللهَا  َّنأ  دُهَشْأَ  .رِادّلا  یبقعُ  مَْعِنفَ  مُترْبَصَ  امِب  مکُیلَعَ  مٌلاسَ  .مُلاَّسلا  هِلآو  هِیلَعَ  هِِلوسرَ  رَاصنأَو  اللهِا  نِیدِ  رَاصْنأ  ای  مکُیلعَ  مُلاسـّلا 
.اللهِا نِید  نع  مُتبَبذَو  هِدِاهجِ  َّقح  اللهِا  یف  متدهَاج  دقَ  مکَّنأ  دُهَشأَو  هِلوسرَل  مکُافطَصاو  هِنیدِل 

Peace be upon you, O helpers of the religion of Allah and helpers of His Messenger“
(peace be upon him and his progeny). Peace be upon you for your forbearance. What

an excellent habitation the Hereafter is. I bear witness that Allah has chosen you for
His religion and for Him Messenger. I bear witness that you fought for the sake of

(Allah a true fighting and defended the religion of Allah and His Prophet.”(1

,The honorable uncle of the Holy Prophet
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Hamza, had an important role in helping the religion of God and His Messenger.
Hence, among the martyrs of Uhud, he has such great rank about whom the Holy

:Prophet (saw) has said

.ینافجَ دقفَ  هَزَمحَ  یِّمع  رَبقَ  رزُیَ  ملوَ  ینرَاز  نمَ 

Whoever visits my grave but does not visit the grave of my uncle Hamza, has indeed
.been unkind to me

:So, we should pay homage to him by saying

تَنأَوَ ...هِلوسرَ  دَسَأَوَ  اللهِا  دَسَأَ  ای  کَیلَعَ  مُلاسّلا  ءِادهَُّشلا ، رَیخَ  ای  کَیلَعَ  مُلاسّلا  هِلآو ، هِیلعَ  اللهُا  یّلصَ  هللا  لِوسرَ  َّمعَ  ای  کَیلَعَ  مُلاسـّلا 
.هدَنعِ جِِئاوحلا  بَلَطَ  ینمَهَلأو  هِیلإ  هِدَافوِلا  یف  ینبََّغرَو  هِِّبحُل  ینادهَو  هِلضفَ  یلعَ  ینَّلدّو  هِِّرِب  یلعَ  ینَّثحَوَ  هِِتلَصِِب  اللهُا  یَِنرَمَأَ  نَّمم  ِ

Peace be upon you, O uncle of the Messenger of Allah. Peace be upon you, O the best“
of martyrs. Peace be upon you, O the lion of Allah and the lion of the Messenger of
Allah… and you are one of those with whom Allah has commanded me to have
relation, to whom Allah has enjoined me to do good, to whose virtue and friendship He
has guided me, and with whose visitation and asking my needs from him, Allah has

(inspired me.”(1

Conclusion of the Journey

Here our spiritual journey comes to an end. God willing, we will return to our countries
with our hearts purified from wrongdoings and our souls illuminated with the light of
knowledge of God and His friends. We ask God through His Sacred House, the affinity

of His Messenger and the pure and immaculate Household, and His grace to
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accept our Hajj, and make the rest of our lives safe from the temptations of Satan
under the shelter of Imam Mahdi (as). Also, safeguard our children from moral

.deviations

انَّبرَ ای  انیّلخَت  لاو  مٍاع  ِّلکُ  یف  مُلاسـّلا  مُهِیلَعَ  هَِّمِئلأاو  کَِّیِبَن  رِبقَ  هَرَایزِو  مِارحَلا  کَِتیَب  َّجحَ  انْقزُرْاو  دٍَّمحَم  لِآو  دٍَّمحَم  یلعَ  ِّلصَ  َّمهّللاَ 
.انتَْیقَبأ ام  هِمَیرکَلا  فِِقاومَلاو  هِفَیرشّلا  دِهِاشَملا  کَلت  نِم 

.نَیرهِاطلا هِلآو  دٍَّمحَم  یلعَ  اللهُا  یّلصَوَ  نَیمَلاعلا  ِّبر  دُمحَلاوَ اللهِ 

O God, send peace and blessings upon Muhammad and the progeny of Muhammad

(saw) and grant us pilgrimage to Your Sacred House and visitation of the graves of
Your Prophet and the Imams (as) in every year. Do not deprive us, O Lord, of visiting

.such dignified and sacred places

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and greetings of Allah be upon Muhammad

.and his pure and immaculate progeny

It seems that ‘they’ in this narration refers to those who antagonize the Prophet’s
household, and the reason why their eating, dressing, and marriage are illegal is
because they refrain from paying the obligatory tax of Khums. In this regard many

:narrations are reported. Imam ‘Ali (as) is quoted as saying

.ٍّلحِ یف  کَِلذ  نِم  انتَعَیش  َّنإو  لاأ  .انَّقحَ  انیَلإ  اودّؤَُی  مل  مهَُّنلأ  مهِجِورُفو  مهِِنوطُب  یف  سُاّنلا  کَلَهَ 

People perish in matters related to their eating and marriage. This is because they do
not fulfill our rights that are divinely incumbent upon them. Our Shia are released from

(the fulfillment of such rights.(1

:Imam Sadiq (as) is quoted as saying

.انِتمَلَظْمَ لِضْفَ  یف  نَوشیعیَ  مهُُّلکُ  سُاّنلا 
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.کَِلذ نِم  انتَعَیش  انْللَحْأ  اننإ  لاأ 

All people are plunging in the wronging against us. We however have released our
.Shia –adherents- from being involved in such wronging

p: 219

Hajj - The Islamic PilgrimageGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 297 of 301

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


About center
In the name of Allah

نَومُلَْعیَالَنَیذَِّلاوََنومُلَْعیَنَیذَِّلایوِتَسْیَْلهَ
?Are those who know equal to those who do not know

al-Zumar: 9

:Introduction
Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan, from 2007, under the authority of
Ayatollah Haj SayyedHasanFaqihImami (God blesses his soul), by sincere and daily
efforts of university and seminary elites and sophisticated groups began its activities

. in religious, cultural and scientific fields

:Manifesto

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan in order to facilitate and

accelerate the accessibility of researchers to the books and tools of research, in the
field of Islamic science, and regarding the multiplicity and dispersion of active centers

 in this field
and numerous and inaccessible sources by a mere scientific intention and far from
any kind of social, political, tribal and personal prejudices and currents, based on
performing a project in the shape of (management of produced and published works

from all Shia centers) tries to provide a rich and free collection of books and research
papers for the experts, and helpful contents and discussions for the educated
generation and all classes of people interested in reading, with various formats in the

. cyberspace
:Our Goals are

(propagating the culture and teachings of Thaqalayn (Quran and Ahlulbayt p.b.u.t-
encouraging the populace particularly the youth in investigating the religious issues-

 replacing useful contents with useless ones in the cellphones, tablets and computers-
providing services for seminary and university researchers-

spreading culture study in the publich-
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paving the way for the publications and authors to digitize their works-

:Policies
acting according to the legal licenses-

relationship with similar centers-
avoiding parallel working-

merely presenting scientific contents-
 mentioning the sources-

.It’s obvious that all the responsibilities are due to the author

:Other activities of the institute
Publication of books, booklets and other editions-

Holding book reading competitions-
Producing virtual, three dimensional exhibitions, panoramas of religious and tourism-

places

.Producing animations, computer games and etc-
Launching the website with this address: www.ghaemiyeh.com-

 Fabricatingdramatic and speech works-
Launching the system of answering religious, ethical and doctrinal questions-

Designing systems of accounting, media and mobile, automatic and handy systems,-
web kiosks

 Holding virtual educational courses for the public-
Holding virtual teacher-training courses-

Producing thousands of research software in three languages (Persian, Arabic and-
English) which can be performed in computers, tablets and cellphones and available
and downloadable with eight international formats: JAVA, ANDROID, EPUB, CHM, PDF,

HTML, CHM, GHB on the website

Also producing four markets named “Ghaemiyeh Book Market” with Android, IOS,-
WINDOWS PHONE and WINDOWS editions

:Appreciation
We would appreciate the centers, institutes, publications, authors and all honorable

. friends who contributed their help and data to us to reach the holy goal we follow
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: Address of the central office
Isfahan, Abdorazaq St, Haj Mohammad JafarAbadei Alley, Shahid Mohammad

HasanTavakkoly Alley, Number plate 129, first floor
Website: www.ghbook.ir

Email: Info@ghbook.ir
Central office Tel: 03134490125

021 Tehran Tel: 88318722 ـ 
Commerce and sale: 09132000109

Users’ affairs: 09132000109

Introduction of the Center – Ghaemiyeh Digital Library

About centerGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 300 of 301

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

	Contents
	Hajj - The Islamic Pilgrimage
	BOOK ID
	point
	Translators Note
	Introduction
	The Purpose of the Acts of Worship
	point
	The Islamic piety is not against the principles of everyday life
	point
	Summary

	Being A Servant of God Is Man’s Dignity
	Impact of Worship at Soul
	Hajj, A Lively Act
	Hajj of most people is devoid of spirit
	Hajj Devoid of Spirit Has No Living Effects

	Social Effects of Hajj
	Hajj, The Assembly Of Dispersed Powers In Single Forum
	Calling to Hajj Is Calling To Unity of Power
	Hajj, Man’s Ascension To Heaven
	The Kaaba’s Wonderful Attraction
	How lovingly pilgrims circumambulate the Kaaba
	People’s inclination towards the Kaaba, unusual
	Why should guardians of spirituality be settled in a desert
	What great asset has been given to muslims
	The Kaaba, a security for the survival of human society
	The Kaaba, a sanctuary and a place of security
	Ignoring Hajj means dispersion in human society
	The Prophesy of the Abandonment of the Kaaba and Its Sinister Effects in Traditions
	Hajj, God’s Right To Man and Man’s Gratefulness To Him
	The true benefactor is God and offering thanks is obligatory
	God Accept Generously Every Little Deed
	Thankfulness Benefits Man, Not God
	Thankfulness To God Makes Man Distinct From Animals
	Call To Worship Is Man’s Dignity
	Why is an ungrateful man more astray than beasts
	Call to Hajj Is God’s Grace to Man
	What Profitable Trade the Visitation of the Kaaba Is!
	Some of the Wonderful Blessings of Hajj According To Traditions
	Not All Hajj Pilgrims Are Equal in Terms of Reward
	Why Is the Difference in Reward?
	Hajj Is the Market of the Hereafter
	Hajj Pilgrims Are God’s Guests
	Looking at the Kaaba Is Blessing, Too!
	Forsaker of Hajj Is Not Human
	The Kaaba, Emblem of Islam
	Hajj Removes Poverty and Social Disobedience
	Ignoring Hajj Leads To Weakness of the Religion and the Unbelievers’ Domination Over Muslims
	No Charity Can Replace Hajj
	Spending A Mountain of Red Gold in the Sake of God Does Not Equal Going On Hajj
	One Dirham Is Better Than Thousands
	Neither Forsake Hajj Nor Dissuade Others
	The blessings of Hajj on all people of the world
	Where Are the Positive Effects of Hajj On the Ummah?
	The Holy Prophet Worries about Hajj at the End of the World
	We Have To Confess This Bitter Fact
	The Fault Lies With Us

	Spiritual Philosophy of Hajj
	God’s favor to man
	The King Makes A Palace in A Ruined Village
	Hajj, A Display of Man’s Spiritual Journey
	The Imams; the Truth of the Religion and Religious Duties
	The Imam is the criterion of the belief, ethics, and deeds
	point
	The Imam, the straight path of god
	Summary

	Hajj, Spiritual Journey Not Physical Acts
	The Hajj of Prophet Ibrahim (as), A Spiritual One
	Content, Not Form, Is Important
	Where Are the True Feature of Islam and the Effect of Prostration?
	Read the Following Reports and Get To Know the Feature of A Shiite Muslim
	point
	Note

	What Is the Cause of Skepticism
	The Skepticism of A Materialist Thirteen Centuries Ago
	Why Was God’s House Not Built in A Pleasant Area?
	Why Do Hajj Acts Not Please the Intellect and Temperament?
	God’s Trial Is Difficult
	Failure of People of Sabbath in God’s Trial
	Trial of Talut’s Army
	Another trial of the children of Israel
	Prophet Ibrahim and God’s Strange Trial
	point
	Summary

	Questions of Practical Laws of Islam
	Note
	The Aim of Questioning the Philosophy of the Practical Laws of Islam
	Why Are We in Need For A Divine Revelation?
	What Is Religious Obedience?
	The Holy Prophet of Islam (Saw) Says:
	God Is in No Need For Our Obedience

	Stages of Hajj
	Beginning of the journey and going through different stages
	Stage One: Pure Intention
	Stage Two: Repentance
	Stage Three: Detachment From What Is Not Godly
	Choosing A Co-Traveler
	Good Temperament

	Halting Places
	Halting Place 1: Miqat
	point
	Holding of Tongue Important in State of Ihram

	Halting Place 2: Mataaf
	point
	Imam Baqir (as) by the side of the Kaaba
	Beware, This Is the Precinct of the Kaaba, and A Holy Place
	Survival of the Kaaba, A Wonder
	Importance of the Circumambulation of the Kaaba
	The position of one who has the honor of circumambulation

	Halting Place 3: Mas’aa
	Halting Place 4: Mount Arafat
	point
	Where Is Arafat?
	Man will not become familiar with God as long as he is attached to the world
	Day of Arafat Is the Day of Supplication To God
	Duaa Has Its Own Effect
	Beware! Here Is Arafat

	Good Tidings: Imam Mahdi (as) is present in Arafat
	point
	Take the Opportunity For Duaa
	Duaa For Reappearance of Imam Mahdi (as)
	Ask forgiveness for your parents, relatives, and all believers in Arafat
	What A Blessed Duaa!
	Now, Supplication To God
	The Sun in Arafat Is Setting
	Good Tidings

	Halting Place 5: Al-Mash’ar Al-Haram
	point
	Restrain Your Anger
	Al-Mash’ar or The Meeting Place of God’s Lovers
	What A Blessed Place and What An Auspicious Night!
	Night, Time of Communion With God
	Now It Is Night, the Even of Feast of Sacrifice in Al-Mash’ar Al-Haram
	Reflect For An Hour
	Night in Al-Mash’ar Al-Haram and Reflection
	The Philosophy of Staying Overnight in Al-Mash’ar
	Praiseworthiness of Picking Up Pebbles in Al-Mash’ar
	Al-Mash’ar Al-Haram, A Sign of Islamic Education

	Halting Place 6: Mina, the Place of Sacrifice
	point
	Ramy Al-Jamarat in Mina and Its Philosophy
	Offering Animal Sacrifice in Mina and Its Philosophy
	Paying Homage To the Master of Martyrs (as)
	Islam Has Two Official Feasts
	Social Aspect of Sacrifice in Mina
	A Living Religion Needs Both Mosque and Sacrifice
	Sacrifice, Existed Among Former Nations
	The Spiritual Philosophy of Offering Sacrifice
	Economic Profits in Sacrifice
	How to use the meat of a sacrificed animal according to the Holy Qur’an and traditions
	Halq and Taqsir in Mina and the Philosophy
	point
	Summary

	Staying Overnight in Mina
	Understanding Among the Ummah in Mina
	Nights in Mina and Communion With God
	Kheif Mosque in Mina

	Halting Place 7: Visitation of the Kaaba and Kissing the Black Stone
	point
	The Black Stone, God’s Hand On the Earth
	The Black Stone Is of Heavenly Essence and God’s Trustee among Servants
	point
	Note

	All Beings in the World Have Two Features
	point
	Summary

	Some Notes
	Kissing and Caressing the Black Stone by Causing Inconvenience to Others
	Avoid Dropping Pebbles Round the Kaaba
	Take Part in the Congregational Prayer and Do Not Leave the Mosque
	Do Not Miss the Opportunity of Performing Circumambulation and Prayer in the Sacred Mosque and Reading the Holy Qur’an
	The Virtue of Prayer in the Sacred Mosque
	The Virtue of Reading the Whole Qur’an in Mecca
	Do Not Miss the Umrah Mufradah



	Conclusion of the Hajj Rites
	point
	People of the Pre-Islamic Era Performed Hajj, Too
	O Pilgrims of the Sacred House
	Sermon of Man of Letter
	Imam Sajjad’s Comprehensive Reference To the Secrets of Hajj
	Imam Sadiq’s (as) full instruction on Hajj
	An Analogy Between Man’s Life and the Hajj Rites

	Visitation
	Visitation To the Holy Shrine of God’s Messenger
	Love For the Ahl ul-Bayt is Reward of Prophethood
	Wilayat Makes the Hajj Rites Perfect
	Acceptable Hajj
	Visiting the Prophet’s Tomb
	Peace Be Upon You, O Messenger of Allah and Upon Your Pure and Immaculate Household
	Souls of True Believers Keep On Living After Death and They Are Aware of All Events
	Dust from Messengers’ footsteps is life-giving
	Shiites Are in Search of Fatima’s Grave in Medina
	Al-Baqie Cemetery, the Sacred Hall of Audience
	The Martyrs of the Battle of Uhud
	Conclusion of the Journey


	About center

