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point

This research work addresses all four Sunni positions on the hadiths, with particular
emphasis on the claims and submissions of Ibn Taymiyyah. This work prove, with
abundant references, the existence and authenticity of Hadith al-Thaqalayn and
Hadith al-Khalifatayn, in the most authentic Sunni books – including Sahih Muslim –

!with perfectly authentic chains of narration
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.from the Shi’ah Imamiyyah and the Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah

Preface

The Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah generally boycott the teachings of the Twelve
Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt, ‘alaihim al-salam. In fact, our Shaykh, Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728

:H), seems to be very proud about this

هیلإ نوعجری  ءاهقفلا  هقفلا  یف  یضفارلا و  لاق 

ههقف یف  هیلإ  عجری  نم  ءاهقفلا  همئأ  نم  مهریغ  هعبرلأا و لا  همئلأا  یف  سیلف  نیب  بذک  اذه  نأ  باوجلا  و 

دیز و نع  هعبسلا  ءاهقفلا  نع  مههقف  اوذخا  لب  یلع  لوقب  نوذخأی  نوداکی  هنیدملا لا  لهأ  هنیدملا و  لهأ  نع  هملع  ناف  کلام  امأ 
مهوحن رمع و  نبا  رمع و 

ذخا جیرج  نبا  یجنزلا و  دلاخ  نب  ملـسم  حادقلا و  ملاس  نب  دیعـسک  جـیرج  نبا  باحـصأ  نییکملا  یلع  لاوأ  هقفت  هناف  یعفاشلا  امأ 
رکب یبأ  لوقب  یتفأ  هباحصلا  لوقب  یتفأ  اذإ  ناک  لاقتـسم و  ادهتجم  ناک  سابع  نبا  هریغ و  ءاطعک و  سابع  نبا  باحـصأ  نع  کلذ 
لهأ بهاذـم  ذـخا  قارعلا و  لهأ  بتک  بتک  مث  کلام  نع  ذـخا  یعفاشلا  نأ  مث  ءایـشأ  یلع  یلع  رکنی  ناک  یلع و  لوقب  رمع لا  و 

هسفنل راتخا  ثیدحلا و 

دوعسم و نبا  نع  همقلع  همقلع و  نع  میهاربإ  میهاربإ و  نع  دامح  نامیلـس و  یبأ  نب  دامح  هب  صتخا  يذلا  هخیـشف  هفینح  وبأ  امأ  و 
هریغ ءاطع و  نع  هفینح  وبأ  ذخا  دق 

رمع و نبا  سابع و  نبا  نع  رانید  نب  ورمع  نع  هنییع  نبا  هنییع و  نبا  نع  ذخا  ثیدحلا  لهأ  بهذـم  یلع  ناکف  دـمحا  ماملإا  امأ  و 
یعخنلا میهاربإ  نسحلا و  باحصأ  نع  ماشه  ریشب و  نب  ماشه  نع  ذخا 

p: 2
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لاوق و هسفنل  راتخا  فسوی و  یبأ  نع  ذـخا  یعفاشلا و  سلاج  امهلاثمأ و  حارجلا و  نب  عیکو  يدـهم و  نب  نمحرلا  دـبع  نع  ذـخا  و 
مهوحنو دیبع  وباو  هیوهار  نب  قاحسإ  کلذک 

نییفوکلا نع  مهلاثمأ لا  هنیدملا و  لهأ  نع  امههقف  رثکا  ثیللا  یعازولاا و  و 

The Rafidhi said: “In fiqh (Islamic jurisprudence), the (Sunni) jurists used to reference
(.” him (i.e. ‘Ali

The answer is that this is a plain lie. There was none among the four Imams and
.others from the Imams of the jurists who referenced him (i.e. ‘Ali) in his fiqh

As for Malik, his knowledge was from the people of al-Madinah, and the people of al-
Madinah barely took the words of ‘Ali. Rather, they took their fiqh from the seven

.jurists: from Zayd, ‘Umar, Ibn ‘Umar, and their likes

As for al-Shafi’i, he learnt fiqh primarily came from the Makkans, the companions of
Ibn Jurayj, such as Sa’id b. Salim al-Qadah and Muslim b. Khalid al-Zanji. Meanwhile,
Ibn Jurayj took that from the companions of Ibn ‘Abbas, like ‘Ata and others; and Ibn
‘Abbas was an independent mujtahid who used to rely upon the words of Abu Bakr
and ‘Umar, and not upon those of ‘Ali, whenever he passed fatwas with the words of
the Sahabah. Moreover, he (Ibn ‘Abbas) used to reject things from ‘Ali. Besides, al-
Shafi’i took from Malik, (and) then wrote the books of the people of Iraq, and followed

.the schools of the Ahl al-Hadith, and chose (them) for himself

As for Abu Hanifah, his special shaykh

p: 3
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was Hammad b. Abi Sulayman; and Hammad learnt from Ibrahim; and Ibrahim learnt
from ‘Alqamah; and Alqamah learned from Ibn Mas’ud. Abu Hanifah also took from

.‘Ata and others

As for Imam Ahmad, he followed the school of the Ahl al-Hadith. He took from Ibn
‘Uyaynah; and Ibn ‘Uyaynah took from ‘Amr b. Dinar, who took from Ibn ‘Abbas and
Ibn ‘Umar. He (i.e. Ahmad) also took from Hisham b. Bashir; and Hisham took from the
companions of al-Hasan (al-Basri) and Ibrahim al-Nakha’i. He (i.e. Ahmad) further
took from ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Mahdi, Waki’ b. al-Jarrah and similar people. He (i.e.
Ahmad) equally attended the assemblies of al-Shafi’i, and took from Abu Yusuf and
adopted a statement for himself, and also Ishaq b. Rahwayh, Abu ‘Ubayd and others

.like them

As for al-Awza’i and al-Layth, most of their fiqh was from the people of al-Madinah
(and their likes, and not from the people of Kufah.(1

In simpler words, none of the Sunni schools of jurisprudence contains the teachings of
‘Ali, al-Hasan, al-Husayn and the other Imams from the offspring of the Prophet,
‘alaihim al-salam ajma’in. The Sunni Imams generally shunned their inputs and

.riwayat in al-fiqh

But, the Sunni boycott was not limited to al-fiqh. Even in the reportage of tafasir and
:ahadith, the Ahl al-Sunnah boycott the Ahl al-Bayt. Ibn Taymiyyah confirms

ادج لیلق  یلع  نع  اهیف  يذلاو  نیعباتلاو  هباحصلا  نع  راثلآاب  هءولمم  ریسفتلاو  ثیدحلا  بتک  هذهو 

These are books of hadith and tafsir, filled with reports from the Sahabah and Tabi’in.
What is

p: 4

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, pp. 529-531
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(recorded in them from ‘Ali is very little.(1

:He also submits

هدلاوأ نع  هنع و  مهملع  اوذخاف  هیکلاملا  امأ  یضفارلا  لاق 

هیف مهریغ  نع  هیف  ام  روهمج  ادـج و  لیلق  لاإ  هدلاوأ  دـحأ  نع  هنع و لا  هیف  سیل  کلام  أطوم  اذـهف  رهاظ  بذـک  اـنه  نأ  باوجلا  و 
ننـسلا و حاحـصلا و  یف  یتلا  ثیداـحلأا  کلذـک  رفعج و  نع  ـلاإ  هتیرذ  نم  دـحأ  نع  کـلام  وری  مل  ثیداـحأ و  هعـست  رفعج  نع 

مهریغ نع  اهیف  ام  روهمج  هدلو و  نع  لیلق  اهنم  دناسملا 

The Rafidhi said: “As for the Malikis, they took their knowledge from him (i.e. ‘Ali) and
.” from his (i.e. ‘Ali’s) offspring

The answer is that there is an apparent lie here. This is Muwatta of Malik. What is
recorded in it from him (i.e. ‘Ali) or any of his offspring is very little. Most of what is in it
is from other than them. There are nine ahadith from Ja’far (al-Sadiq) in it, and Malik
did not record from ANY of his (i.e. ‘Ali’s) offspring except from Ja’far. This is also the
case with what is recorded in the Sahih books, the Sunan books, and the Musnad
books. What is recorded in them from his (i.e. ‘Ali’s) offspring is little. The generality of

(what is recorded in them is from others.(2

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah still has more words about the Ahl al-Bayt

مهریغ نع  ذخأو  هفورعم  هعطق  ملعلا  نم  مهنع  لقن  دق  دمحم  نب  رفعج  هنباو  رفعج  یبأ  هنباو  نیـسحلا  نب  یلعک  مهنم  نومدـقتملاو 
ذوخأملا ملعلاف  مهدعب  نم  امأو  ریثک  ریثکب  کلذ  نم  رثکأ 

p: 5

Ibid, vol. 8, p. 43 - 1
Ibid, vol. 7, p. 531 - 2
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ادج لیلق  مهنع 

The early ones among them, such as ‘Ali b. al-Husayn (Zayn al-‘Abidin) and his son,
Abu Ja’far (al-Baqir), and his son, Ja’far b. Muhammad (al-Sadiq), a known FRACTION
of knowledge was transmitted from them. However, what is recorded from other
than them is far, far more than that. As for those after them (from the Ahl al-Bayt), the

(knowledge that was taken from them was very little.(1

It was indeed a very widespread, and very deep, boycott of the Ahl al-Bayt by the Ahl
al-Sunnah. Meanwhile, even if a Sunni today decided to follow the Ahl al-Bayt, he
would be unable to do so through the Sunni books. There is “very little” of their

.teachings and narrations in the books of the Ahl al-Sunnah

The dilemma here gets even more serious when one considers that the Messenger of
Allah had ordered his whole Ummah – including all his Sahabah, the Tabi’in, the Tabi’
al-Tabi’in - to take ‘Ali and his offspring - his Ahl al-Bayt – as khalifahs after him, and
to follow them in absolutely everything, in order to remain truly upon the Kitab and
the Sunnah. But, how does a Sunni adhere to these Prophetic decrees without
abandoning the Sunni school? The answer seems impossible to determine. Sunni
Islam, apparently, feeds upon disobedience of the said decrees. So, what does a

?Sunni do in this confusion

The ‘ulama of the Ahl al-Sunnah have adopted four different attitudes to the decrees
,– contained in Hadith al-Thaqalayn and its branch

p: 6

Ibid, vol. 4, p. 108 - 1
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Hadith al-Khalifatayn. Some of them, such as our own Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah, have
taken the easy way by denying the authenticity of the ahadith in the Sunni books. This
seemingly saves them the trouble of dealing with the consequences of the apparent
Sunni boycott of the Ahl al-Bayt. Some other Sunni ‘ulama however accept the
authenticity of the riwayat but prefer to rather re-interpret “hold fast to” in them as

!meaning to simply “love” the Messenger’s offspring and to “be kind to” them

The third category of Sunni scholars agree that the ahadith are sahih, and that they
really command the whole Ummah to obey and follow the blessed offspring of
Muhammad. But, they insist that the Ahl al-Sunnah are actually followers and subjects
of the Ahl al-Bayt! The fourth group within the Sunni clergy, meanwhile, calmly ply the
cheapest route: dead silence on the ahadith. They simply never mention, talk or write
about Hadith al-Thaqalayn and Hadith al-Khalifatayn under any circumstance! This
obviously reduces the “threat” posed by the riwayat and keeps the Sunni ride smooth

.and steady

This research work of ours addresses all four Sunni positions on the hadiths, with
particular emphasis on the claims and submissions of Ibn Taymiyyah. We prove, with
abundant references, the existence and authenticity of Hadith al-Thaqalayn and
Hadith al-Khalifatayn, in the most authentic Sunni books – including Sahih Muslim –
with perfectly authentic chains of narration! We thoroughly investigate the various

chains of the riwayat, and also quote certifications of their authenticity

p: 7
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by top Sunni hadithists like ‘Allamah al-Albani, Shaykh al-Arnaut and others. We
equally carefully analyze the texts of the two hadiths, as well as those of relevant
others, in order to determine their true messages. Our aim, obviously, is to leave no

.one with any excuse before Allah on the Day of al-Qiyamah

We sincerely hope that this work will be highly beneficial to every human being who is
truthfully searching for the only correct Path to Allah. In this book, we have used the
same strict investigative and transparent research methodology which we employed
in our first, second and third books. We implore Allah to forgive us all our mistakes,
and to accept this as a worthy act of ‘ibadah. And may Allah send His salawat and

.barakat upon our master, Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah, and upon his purified offspring

(Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: The Prophet At ‘Arafat (Part 1 ( 1

It was 10 H (632 CE), during the last Hajj of the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa
alihi. Muslims from all corners of the then Islamic world had gathered together at
‘Arafat for the prescribed pilgrimage rites, under his leadership and guidance. It was
here that the Prophet delivered one of the most significant sermons in the entire

:history of humankind. Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) records what happened

لاق هللا  دبع  نب  رباج  نع  هیبأ  نع  دـمحم  نب  رفعج  نع  یطامنلأا  وه  نسحلا  نب  دـیز  انثدـح  یفوکلا  نمحرلا  دـبع  نب  رـصن  انثدـح 
ءاوصقلا هتقان  یلع  وهو  هفرع  موی  هتجح  یف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  تیأر 

p: 8
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یتیب لهأ  یترتعو  هللا  باتک  اولضت  نل  هب  متذخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دق  ینإ  سانلا  اهیأ  ای  لوقی  هتعمسف  بطخی 

Nasr b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kufi – Zayd b. al-Hasan al-Anmati – Ja’far b. Muhammad –
:his father – Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah

I saw the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, during his Hajj on the Day of ‘Arafat
while he was on his camel, al-Qaswa, delivering a sermon, and I heard him saying: “O
mankind! I have left behind over you(1) that which if you hold fast to it you will never

(go astray: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt.”(2

:Al-Tirmidhi says on the riwayah

ملعلا لهأ  نم  دحاو  ریغو  نامیلس  نب  دیعس  هنع  يور  دق  نسحلا  نب  دیز  هجولا و  اذه  نم  بیرغ  نسح  ثیدح  اذهو 

And this hadith is hasan gharib (i.e. has a hasan chain) from this route. As for Zayd b.
al-Hasan, Sa’id b. Sulayman and others from the people of knowledge have narrated

(from him.(3

:Allamah al-Albani also has a simple comment‘

حیحص

(Sahih(4

:In his al-Sahihah, the ‘Allamah further states

هللا باتک  اولضت ، نل  هب  متذخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دق  ینإ  سانلا ! اهیأ  ای  "

 ". یتیب لهأ  یترتعو 

تیأر لاق " : هللا  دبع  نب  رباج  نع  هیبأ  نع  رفعج  نع  یطامنلأا  نسحلا  نب  دـیز  نع  ( 2680  ) یناربطلاو ( 308  / 2  ) يذمرتلا هجرخأ 
ثیدـح لاـقو " : هرکذـف ، لوقی " : هتعمـسف  بطخی ، ءاوصقلا  هتقاـن  یلع  وهو  هفرع ، موی  هتجح  یف  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر 

نامیلس نب  دیعس  هنع  يور  دق  نسحلا  نب  دیزو  هجولا ، اذه  نم  بیرغ  نسح 

p: 9

The word used in the hadith is fikum. This author himself previously translated it as - 1
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“among you” or “amongst you”. However, upon further research, he concluded that
the main preposition used – fi - has the following definitions in classical Arabic:
“above”, “over”, “on”, “among”, “amongst”, and “in”. For instance, ‘Allamah al-Albani (d.
1420 H) has stated concerning the phrase “fi” in his al-Sahihah, vol. 2, p. 715, 925-12
؛ ءامسلا یلع  يأ : ءامسلا ؛} یف  نم  متنمأأ  : } یلاعت هلوق  (: (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif; 1st edition, 1415 H
" ءامـسلأا : " هیباـتک یف  یقهیبلاو  دـیهمتلا ،"  " یف ربلا  دـبع  نبا  مهنمو   - فلخلاو فلـسلا  ءاـملع  اهرـسف  کلذـبو  شرعلا ، قوف  يأ :
The Statement of Allah the Most High: {Do you feel secure that He Who is داقتعلاا " و"
over [fi] the heaven} [67:16], meaning: over the sky; meaning: above the Throne. This is
how the scholars of the Salaf and the Khalaf – among them Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr in al-
Tamhid and al-Bayhaqi in his books – al-Asma and al-I’tiqad - have interpreted it.
Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) also writes in his Mukhtasar al-’Uluw li al-‘Aliyy al-‘Azim
(al-Maktab al-Islami; 2nd edition, 1412 H)[annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

عـضت دق  يروباسینلا : یعبـضلا  قاحـسإ  نب  دـمحأ  رکب  وبأ  هیقفلا  لاق  مکاحلا : هللا  دـبع  وبأ  لاق  : Albani], pp. 245-246, 298
ضرلأا یلع  هانعمو  لخنلا } عوذـج  یف  مکنبلـصلأو  : } لاـقو ضرـلأا } یف  اوحیـسف  : } یلاـعت هللا  لاـق  یلع "  " عضوم یف "  " برعلا

Abu ملسو. هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نع  رابخلأا  تحص  امک  شرعلا ، یلع  نم  يأ  ءامسلا } یف  نم  : } هلوق کلذکف  لحنلا ، یلعو 
‘Abd Allah al-Hakim said: The jurist, Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Ishaq al-Dhab’i al-Naysaburi
said: “The Arabs have used fi to mean ‘ala (above, over). Allah the Most High says: {So
travel freely [fi] over the earth} [9:2]. He also says: {I will surely crucify you [fi] above
the trunks of date-palms} [20:71]. Its meaning is ‘over the earth’ and ‘over the date-
palms’. This is also the case with His Statement {Who is over [fi] the heaven},
meaning, Who is over the Throne, as sahih reports have indicated from the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.” The same term has been used in Hadith al-
Thaqalayn. We now believe that it means “over” and “above” in the hadith because
the Messenger of Allah was NOT placing the Qur’an and his offspring on equal footing
with us in it. Rather, he was ordering us to “adhere” to them – thereby placing them

.above us, making them our leaders
Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 2
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 5, p. 662 3786
Ibid - 3
Ibid - 4
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 ". ملعلا لهأ  نم  دحاو  ریغو 

 ". فیعض ظفاحلا " : لاقو  تاقثلا ."  یف "  نابح  نبا  هرکذو  ثیدحلا ، رکنم  متاح ، وبأ  لاق  تلق :

مقرأ نب  دیز  ثیدح  نم  ادهاش  هل  نإف  حیحص ، ثیدحلا  نکل  تلق :

O mankind! I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never“
.” go astray: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt

Al-Tirmidhi (2/308) and al-Tabarani (2680) recorded it from Zayd b. al-Hasan al-Anmati
from Ja’far from his father from Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah, who said: “I saw the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, during his Hajj on the Day of ‘Arafat while he was on his
camel, al-Qaswa, delivering a sermon, and I heard him saying” Then he (al-Tirmidhi)
quoted it (i.e. the hadith), and said: “And this hadith is hasan gharib (i.e. has a hasan
chain) from this route. As for Zayd b. al-Hasan, Sa’id b. Sulayman and others from the

.” people of knowledge have narrated from him

I (al-Albani) say: Abu Hatim said: “Munkar al-hadith” and Ibn Hibban mentioned him in
”. al-Thiqat (The Trustworthy Narrators). Al-Hafiz said: “Dha’if

I (al-Albani) say: But the hadith is sahih, for – verily - it has a witness (shahid) in the
(hadith of Zayd b. Arqam.(1

These words of al-Albani explain his methodology in grading the hadith as sahih.
Unlike al-Tirmidhi, he considers the chain of the report to be dha’if (weak), due to
Zayd b. al-Hasan al-Anmati. However, he believes that the Messenger did truly utter

those words – as

p: 10

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 1
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa
Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),

vol. 4, pp. 355-356, 1761
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.evidenced by the report of Zayd b. Arqam – at a location other than ‘Arafat

The claim that the Prophet delivered the hadith at ‘Arafat, in addition to other places,
comes only through the sanad of al-Anmati. As such, if his chain is dha’if, then it would
be impossible to prove that those words were ever uttered at ‘Arafat – even though
there is no doubt that he said them at another place. Meanwhile, Imam al-Tirmidhi
believed that the Messenger of Allah declared the hadith at ‘Arafat, and later at

:Ghadir Khumm(1). ‘Allamah al-Albani explains how

هتاذل نسح  هنأ  هحلاطصا  یف  ینعی  امنإ  نسح "  و " بیرغ "  یتظفل "  نیب  يذمرتلا  عمج  نأ  کلذ  هجو  لوقأ :

I say: The reason for that is whenever al-Tirmidhi says “hasan gharib”, he only means
(in his terminologies that its chain is independently hasan.(2

.So, basically, al-Tirmidhi considers al-Anmati to be reliable, and his sanad to be hasan

:We could then conclude the following from the research up to this level

Al-Tirmidhi considers the chain of al-Anmati to be independently hasan while al-Albani
.grades the same sanad as dha’if

It is only the sanad of al-Anmati which establishes that the hadith was pronounced at
‘Arafat too, in addition to Ghadir Khumm. Therefore, if the chain is dha’if, then there

.would be no evidence that the Prophet of Allah ever said those words at ‘Arafat

To al-Tirmidhi, the Messenger uttered delivered the hadith at ‘Arafat, and later at
Ghadir Khumm. However, in the opinion of al-Albani, it is NOT established that

p: 11

We will later in this book present sahih Sunni reports – by Zayd b. Arqam and others - 1
.- of the pronouncement of the hadith at a place called Ghadir Khumm

Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Dha’ifah wa - 2
al-Mawdhu’ah wa Atharihah al-Sayyiah fi al-Ummah (Riyadh: Dar al-Ma’arif; 1st

edition, 1412 H), vol. 2, p. 185, 764
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the Prophet made the statement at ‘Arafat, even though it is true that he said them
.later at Ghadir Khumm

In rejecting the reliability of Zayd b. al-Hasan al-Anmati, ‘Allamah al-Albani has only
:Abu Hatim (d. 277 H) as his principal authority

 ". ملعلا لهأ  نم  دحاو  ریغو  نامیلس  نب  دیعس  هنع  يور  دق  نسحلا  نب  دیزو  “

 ". فیعض ظفاحلا " : لاقو  تاقثلا ."  یف "  نابح  نبا  هرکذو  ثیدحلا ، رکنم  متاح ، وبأ  لاق  تلق :

Al-Tirmidhi said): “As for Zayd b. al-Hasan, Sa’id b. Sulayman and others from the)
.” people of knowledge have narrated from him

I (al-Albani) say: Abu Hatim said: “Munkar al-hadith” and Ibn Hibban mentioned him in
”. al-Thiqat (The Trustworthy Narrators). Al-Hafiz said: “Dha’if

:We therefore know the following about al-Anmati

Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H) considers him thiqah (trustworthy), and has therefore
.included him in his al-Thiqat

Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) accepts al-Anmati’s ahadith as being independently hasan.
This shows that he considers him reliable, most probably saduq (very truthful) in

.status

Imam Abu Hatim (d. 277 H) calls him munkar al-hadith, meaning that his ahadith are
.“rejected”, very weak

.Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 H) also declares al-Anmati to be dha’if

Needless to say, Abu Hatim was the only classical scholar who deemed al-Anmati to
be unreliable. Therefore, al-Hafiz – a much later scholar – apparently only adopted

.this negative rating

As such, the primary, uncorroborated source of the criticism against al-Anmati was
.Abu Hatim only
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Al-Hafiz relied upon the statements of the classical scholars to classify narrators.
Since Abu Hatim was the sole classical

p: 12
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critic of al-Anmati, then al-Hafiz had certainly relied only upon the former for his
.“dha’if” grading

All these point in one direction only: Abu Hatim is the sole, unsupported primary critic
of al-Anmati. We confirm absolutely too that no other classical Sunni hadith scientist
levelled any criticism against al-Anmati apart from Abu Hatim. Therefore, if the
criticism of Abu Hatim falls, then everything against al-Anmati collapses with it. So, we
ask: what is the probative value of uncorroborated testimonies of Abu Hatim

:concerning narrators? Imam al-Dhahabi provides the apposite answer

فقوتف .هب  جـتحی  لا  هیف : لاق  وأ  لاجر ، نیل  اذإو  ثیدـحلا ، حیحـص  لاجر  لاإ  قثوی  هنإف لا  هلوقب ، کسمتف  ـلاجر  متاـح  وبأ  قثو  اذإ 
لاجرلا یف  تنعتم  هنإف  متاح ، یبأ  حیرجت  یلع  نبت  لاف  دحأ ، هقثو  نإف  هیف ، هریغ  لاق  ام  يرت  یتح 

When Abu Hatim declared a narrator to be thiqah (trustworthy), then hold fast to his
statement, because he never declared a narrator to be thiqah except a narrator
whose ahadith are sahih. When he weakened a narrator, or said about him “he is not
accepted as a hujjah”, then pause until you have seen what others also said about
him (i.e. that narrator). If there was A SINGLE other person who declared him (i.e. the
narrator) to be thiqah (trustworthy), then do NOT adopt the criticism of Abu Hatim,

(because he was pigheaded in rijal.(1

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani also says about a narrator

جتحا دقو  تنع  هدنع  متاح  وبأو  کلذ  یف  رظتنیف  هب  جتحی  لاق لا  متاح  ابأ  نأ  نازیملا  یفو 

p: 13

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala - 1
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 9th edition, 1413 H), vol. 13, p. 260, 129
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هعامجلا هب 

In al-Mizan, it is stated that Abu Hatim said “He is not accepted as a hujjah”. But,
watch that carefully. There was pigheadedness in Abu Hatim. He (the narrator) has

(been accepted as a hujjah by the majority.(1

:This is self-explanatory and straightforward

Whenever Abu Hatim was the only classical critic against a narrator, then
investigation must be conducted to find out if any other classical hadithist

.contradicted him

If there was a single classical hadith scientist who contradicted Abu Hatim, then the
.latter’s criticism must be rejected

Abu Hatim was the only classical critic of al-Anmati, and he was contradicted by both
.al-Tirmidhi and Ibn Hibban

As such, the criticism of Abu Hatim is worthless, and al-Anmati is indeed reliable –
whether thiqah (trustworthy) or saduq (very truthful) – as indicated by Ibn Hibban and

.al-Tirmidhi

With these findings, it is neatly established that the chain of al-Anmati is sahih, or at
least hasan, as declared by Imam al-Tirmidhi. This in turn proves that the Prophet of

.Allah did truly deliver Hadith al-Thaqalayn at ‘Arafat, among other places

(Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: The Prophet At ‘Arafat (Part 2 ( 2

As we have established, it is without doubt that the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu
:‘alaihi wa alihi, said these words to the people at ‘Arafat during his last Hajj

یتیب لهأ  یترتعو  هللا  باتک  اولضت  نل  هب  متذخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دق  ینإ  سانلا  اهیأ  ای 

O mankind! I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never
go astray: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl

p: 14
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Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani al-Shafi’i, Hadi al- - 1
Sari Muqaddimah Fath al-Bari (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi; 4th edition, 1408 H),

p. 441
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.al-Bayt

So, what exactly was he trying to tell the world? Imam al-Mubarakfuri (d. 1282 H)
:quotes this under his commentary of the hadith

ذخأ یفانی  وهو لا  مهتلاقم  یلع  دامتعلااو  مهتیاورب  لمعلاو  مهتمرح  هظفاحمو  مهتبحمب  کسمتلا  مهب  ذـخلأاب  دارملاو  يراـقلا  لاـق 
متنک لا نإ  رکذلا  لهأ  اولأساف  یلاعت  هلوقلو  متیدتها  متیدتقا  مهیأب  موجنلاک  یباحصأ  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هلوقل  مهریغ  نم  هنـسلا 

نوملعت

Al-Qari said: “The meaning of holding fast to them is to adhere to their love, to protect
their honour, to follow their narrations, and to rely upon their opinions. This does not
negate the taking of the Sunnah from other than them, due to his statement, peace
be upon him “My Sahabah are like the stars. Whichever of them you follow, you will be
rightly guided” and due to His Statement, Exalted be He: “Ask the people of al-Dhikr if

(you do not know.”(1

Al-Qari apparently admits that Hadith al-Thaqalayn commands the Ummah to follow
the offspring of the Prophet, ‘alaihim al-salam, after him. His argument, however, is
that we should also follow the Sahabah in addition to the Ahl al-Bayt. There are two

.fatal problems with his submission. First, the hadith he is relying upon is unreliable

It is graded mawdhu (fabricated) by ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H)(2). Secondly, Hadith
al-Thaqalayn is addressed to all “mankind” – and that naturally included all the
Sahabah, the Tabi’in, the Tabi’ al-Tabi’in, the Four Imams, al-Bukhari, Muslim, Ibn
Taymiyyah, Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Ibn Baz, Ibn al-‘Uthaymin and others. All

,of them

p: 15

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat - 1
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1410

H), vol. 10, p. 196
Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Dha’ifah wa - 2
al-Mawdhu’ah wa Atharihah al-Sayyiah fi al-Ummah (Riyadh: Dar al-Ma’arif; 1st
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edition, 1412 H), vol. 1, p. 144, 58
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without a single exception, were under a strict divine obligation to follow the offspring
of Muhammad in everything. The hadith has a general wording, and nothing has been

.excluded under its order

Therefore, all humanity from the moment our Prophet left this world till the Last Hour
must follow his Ahl al-Bayt in absolutely everything. So, basically, the Sahabah are not
supposed to be followed. Rather, they were ordered too to be followers of the Ahl al-
Bayt. Meanwhile, in case someone insists that he must still follow the Sahabah, then
obedience in Islam is only in al-ma’ruf – in obedience to Allah. In that case, only those
Sahabah who complied with the Decree of Allah in Hadith al-Thaqalayn can be

.followed

:But, al-Mubarakfuri still has one more quote

مهتبحم هرتعلاب  کسمتلا  ینعمو  هیهاون  نع  ءاهتنلااو  هللا  رماوأب  راـمتئلاا  وهو  هیف  اـمب  لـمعلا  باـتکلاب  کـسمتلا  کـلملا  نبا  لاـقو 
نیدلل افلاخم  نکی  مل  اذإ  نیدلا  لامج  دیسلا  داز  مهتریسو  مهیدهب  ءادتهلااو 

Ibn al-Malik said: “Adherence to the Book of Allah is to follow whatever is in it – and
that is to follow the Orders of Allah and desist from His Prohibitions. The meaning of
adherence to the offspring (of the Prophet) is to love them, and to seek guidance
through their guidance and their way of life.” Sayyid Jamal al-Din added, “if it does not

(contradict the religion.”(1

Ibn al-Malik too concedes that the offspring of Muhammad must be followed, under
Hadith al-Thaqalayn. He makes no attempts to explain it away or fix artificial

.conditions

p: 16

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat - 1
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1410
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But, Sayyid Jamal al-Din moves a step forward: he could only follow the Ahl al-Bayt if
their guidance or way of life did not contradict the religion! So, he believes that the
designated offspring of the Prophet intended in the hadith can go astray too and
oppose Islam. This weird opinion of Sayyid Jamal al-Din however directly contradicts

:the explicit text of the riwayah

یتیب لهأ  یترتعو  هللا  باتک  اولضت  نل  هب  متذخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دق  ینإ  سانلا  اهیأ  ای 

O mankind! I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will NEVER
.go astray: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt

You will “never” go astray while following the Ahl al-Bayt. It is a clear guarantee from
Allah and His Messenger. This, in turn, means that the offspring of the Messenger –
those meant in the hadith among them – are never misguided, and they never
misguide. They are always upon the true teachings of the Qur’an and the correct
Sunnah of Muhammad, in all their thoughts, sayings, deeds, actions and omissions.

.Whosoever follows them in absolutely everything will never miss the way

There is however an opinion within the Ahl al-Sunnah, especially the young
Salafiyyah, which insists that the hadith commands to follow the Qur’an only, and
nothing else. They cite the use of “it” in it – which is nominally singular – in support of

:their submission

هب متذخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دق  ینإ 

I have left behind over you that

p: 17
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which if you hold fast to IT

To them, if the Messenger had intended that both the Book and his offspring must be
followed, he would have said: “that which if you hold fast to THEM.” But, there are
in the hadith is a reference to ه ) ” ) explicit signs of ignorance in this argument. The “it
before it. In Arabic, a combination of both is possible even if the اــم ) ” ) the “which

:allusion is to billions of items. For instance, Allah says

میلأ باذع  مهلو  مهنم  لبقت  ام  همایقلا  موی  باذع  نم  هب  اودتفیل  هعم  هلثمو  اعیمج  ضرلأا  یف  ام  مهل  نأ  ول  اورفک  نیذلا  نإ 

As for those who disbelieve, lo! If all that WHICH is in the earth were theirs, and the
likeness of IT with IT, to ransom them with IT from the torment of the Day of al-

(Qiyamah, it would not be accepted from them. Theirs will be a painful torment.(1

We see that “it” here refers to everything in the earth – all the animals, all the
:constructions, all the minerals, all the lands and so on. Let us see another example

امیرک لاخدم  مکلخدنو  مکتائیس  مکنع  رفکن  هنع  نوهنت  ام  رئابک  اوبنتجت  نإ 

If you avoid major sins, that WHICH you have been forbidden from IT, We shall remit
(from you your sins and admit you to a noble entrance.(2

It” is a direct reference to the “major sins”. With these, obviously, nothing stops the“
same expression from working for both the Qur’an and the Ahl al-Bayt in Hadith al-

!Thaqalayn

p: 18

Qur’an 5:36 - 1
Qur’an 4:31 - 2
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?! How do these people reason

Interestingly, the alternative hadith which our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah love to
:quote has the same wording too. Imam al-Bayhaqi (d. 458 H) records

دیز نب  روث  نع  یبأ  انث  سیوأ  یبأ  نب  انث  يدـج  انث  ینارعـشلا  لضفلا  نب  دـمحم  نب  لیعامـسإ  ینربخأ  ظفاحلا  هللا  دـبع  وبأ  انربخأ 
اهیأ ای  لاقف  عادولا  هجح  یف  سانلا  بطخ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  امهنع  هللا  یـضر  ساـبع  نب  نع  همرکع  نع  یلیدـلا 

هیبن هنسو  هللا  باتک  ادبأ  اولضت  نلف  هب  متمصتعا  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دق  ینأ  سانلا 

Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Hafiz – Isma’il b. Muhammad b. al-Fadhl al-Sha’rani – my
grandfather – Ibn Abi Uways – my father – Thawr b. Zayd al-Dayli – ‘Ikrimah – Ibn

:‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them both

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, delivered a sermon to mankind during
the Farewell Hajj, and said: “O mankind! I have left behind over you that WHICH if you
hold fast to IT, you will never go astray: the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His

(Prophet.”(1

Without a doubt, every single Sunni Muslim – including every single Salafi -
understands the “it” in the riwayah to be a reference to both the Qur’an and the

?! Sunnah together! So, why the double standards against Hadith al-Thaqalayn

Unfortunately for Sunnis though, this hadith of al-Bayhaqi has a dha’if chain, due to
:Ibn Abi Uways. He had a poor memory, as al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) states

دبع نب  هللا  دبع  نب  لیعامسإ 

p: 19

Abu Bakr Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. Musa al-Bayhaqi, Sunan al-Kubra (Makkah: - 1
Maktabah Dar al-Baz; 1414 H) [annotator: Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 10, p.

114, 20123
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هظفح نم  ثیداحأ  یف  أطخأ  قودص  یندملا  سیوأ  یبأ  نب  هللا  دبع  وبأ  یحبصلأا  رماع  یبأ  نب  کلام  نب  سیوأ  نب  هللا 

Isma’il b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah b. Uways b. Malik b. Abi ‘Amir al-Asbahi, Abu ‘Abd
Allah b. Abi Uways al-Madani: Saduq (very truthful), he made mistakes in ahadith due

(to his memory.(1

:His memory crisis was, of course, very critical. Al-Hafiz provides further details

دنسب يراخبلا  بقانم  یف  انیورو  تلق  یحبـصلأا …  رماع  یبأ  نب  کلام  نب  سیوأ  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  هللا  دبع  سیوأ  یبأ  نب  لیعامـسإ 
نم بتک  هنـلأ  هثیدـح  حیحـص  نم  وه  هنع  يراـخبلا  هجرخأ  اـم  اـهنم …  یقتنی  نأ  هل  نذأو  هلوصأ  هل  جرخأ  لیعامـسإ  نأ  حـیحص 

ربتعیف هریغ  هیف  هکراش  نأ  لاإ  هریغو  یئاسنلا  هیف  حدق  ام  لجأ  نم  حیحـصلا  یف  ام  ریغ  هثیدح  نم  ئـشب  جـتحی  اذـه لا  یلعو  هلوصأ 
هیف

Isma’il b. Abi Uways ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah b. Uways b. Malik b. Abi Amir al-Asbahi … I
say: We recorded in Manaqib al-Bukhari (Merits of al-Bukhari) with a sahih chain that
Isma’il gave his manuscript to him (i.e. al-Bukhari) and allowed him to select from it …
Whatever al-Bukhari narrated from him was from the sahih among his ahadith,
because he (al-Bukhari) wrote (them) from his (i.e. Ibn Uways’) manuscripts. As such,
nothing from his ahadith is accepted as a hujjah except what is in the Sahih (of al-
Bukhari), due to the criticisms of al-Nasai and others against him – unless he has been

seconded in it, in which case he

p: 20

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 1
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 96,

461
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(is accepted as a support in it.(1

So, his mistakes in ahadith were severe. As such, whatsoever he narrated from
memory – unless he was seconded in it by another person – is dha’if. Interestingly, in
the hadith of al-Bayhaqi above, he is not seconded in its reporting from his father, Abu
Uways. Moreover, all his (i.e. Isma’il’s) ahadith were transmitted by him from memory,
except those in Sahih al-Bukhari. Since the hadith of al-Bayhaqi is not from Sahih al-

.Bukhari, and Isma’il is not seconded in it, then it is dha’if without a doubt

:Shaykh Ibn Baz (d. 1420 H) also copies the hadith

یتنس هللا و  باتک   : هب متمصتعا  نإ  اولضت  نل  ام  مکیف  كرات  ینا 

I am leaving behind over you that WHICH you will never go astray if you hold fast to
(IT: the Book of Allah and my Sunnah.(2

:Then, in a rather weird move, he says about it

دیج دنسب  مکاحلا  اهجرخأ 

(Al-Hakim recorded it with a good (jayyid) chain.(3

Really? In that case, let us check the report as documented by Imam al-Hakim (d. 403
:H) himself

دمحم نب  لیعامسإ  ینربخأو  سیوأ  یبأ  نع  لیعامسإ  انث  یطافسلأا  لضفلا  نب  سابعلا  أبنأ  هیقفلا  قاحسإ  نب  دمحأ  رکب  وبأ  انثدح 
سانلا بطخ  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  سابع  نبا  نع  همرکع  نع  یلیدلا  دیز  نب  روث  نع  يدج  انث  ینارعـشلا  لضفلا  نب 

مکلامعأ نم  نورقاحت  امم  کلذ  يوس  امیف  عاطی  نأ  یـضر  هنکلو  مکـضرأب  دـبعی  نأـب  ناطیـشلا  سئی  دـق  لاـقف :  عادولا  هجح  یف 
ام مکیف  تکرت  دق  ینإ  سانلا  اهیأ  ای  اورذحاف 

p: 21

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani al-Shafi’i, Hadi al- - 1
Sari Muqaddimah Fath al-Bari (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1408 H),

p. 388
Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘Abd Allah b. Baz, Majmu’ Fatawa al-‘Allamah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Baz, - ‘ 2
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vol. 24, p. 182
Ibid - 3
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ملسو هیلع  هللا  یلص  هیبن  هنسو  هللا  باتک  ادبأ :  اولضت  نلف  هب  متمصتعا  نإ 

Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Ishaq al-Faqih – al-‘Abbas b. al-Fadhl al-Asfati – Isma’il - Abu
:Uways

and Isma’il b. Muhammad b. al-Fadhl al-Sha’rani – my grandfather -Isma’il – Abu
:Uways

:Thawr b. Zayd al-Dayli – ‘Ikrimah – Ibn ‘Abbas

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, delivered a sermon to mankind during
the Farewell Hajj, and said: “Verily, Shaytan has lost hope of being worshipped in your
land. However, he is pleased to be obeyed in other than that from your despicable
deeds. So, beware! O mankind! Verily, I have left behind over you that WHICH if you
hold fast to IT you will never go astray: the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His

(Prophet, peace be upon him.(1

The Salafi scholar, Shaykh Muqbil, states concerning this hadith in his tahqiq of al-
:Mustadrak

وهو یحلاطلا  یـسوم  نب  حلاص  قیرط  نم  هدهاشو   . ملاک امهیفو  هیبأ  نع  سیوأ  یبأ  نب  لیعامـسإ  قیرط  نم  هنلأ  فیعـض  ثیدـح 
كورتم

It is a dha’if hadith, because it is narrated through the route of Isma’il b. Abi Uways
from his father, and there is criticism against both of them. Its shahid is narrated

(through the route of Salih b. Musa al-Talihi, and he is matruk (rejected).(2

Unfortunately, Sunni ‘ulama never cease to substitute the genuine hadith with the
fake one. In their sermons and publications, they never tell their followers about the
true decree of the Prophet to his Ummah. Instead, they frequently quote the

counterfeit

p: 22

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
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al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa
‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 171, 318

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 2
al-Sahihayn (Dar al-Haramayn li Taba’ah wa al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1417

H) [annotator: Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muqbil b. Hadi al-Wadi’i], vol. 1, p. 161, 318
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riwayah as his parting command to us. A well-known contemporary Sunni hadith
scientist who is deeply troubled by this ugly situation is Sayyid Hasan al-Saqqaf. He

:expresses his grave unhappiness about the situation in these sharp words

ءابطخلا هلوقیو  مهنیب  امیف  سانلا  هددری  يذلا   ] یتنـسو باتک  ادبأ  يدعب  اولـضت  نل  امهب  متکـسمت  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  ثیدح ] امأو 
کلذل هبتناف  هرتعلا ، یف  حیحصلا  ثیدحلا  اذه  نع  سانلا  اوفرصیل  مهعابتأو  نویوملأا  هعضو  بوذکم  عوضوم  ثیدحف  ربانملا  یلع 

هللا یلص  یبنلا  هلاص  هفـص  حیحـص  یباتک } رخآ  یف  نیعاضولاو  نیباذکلا  نم  هدیناسأ  یف  ام  تنیبو  هقرط  عیمج  ترکذ  دقو   !! دج
(289  ) ص  } ملسو هلآو  هیلع 

As for the hadith [I have left over you that which if you adhere to them both you will
never go astray after me: the Book of Allah and my Sunnah] which people repeat
among themselves, and which the lecturers quote on the pulpits, it is a fabricated,
false hadith. It was fabricated by the Umayyads and their followers to turn people
away from this sahih hadith about the offspring of the Prophet. So, be very careful
due to that!! I have mentioned all its chains and exposed the liars and fabricators in its
chains at the end of my book Sahih Sifat Salat al-Nabi, peace be upon him and his

(family, page 289.(1

In any case, what matters most to our research here is the Sunni understanding of
the dha’if hadith. To them – and to everyone who understands at least some Arabic –

it directs all humanity to unconditionally

p: 23

Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Saqqaf al-Qurashi al-Hashimi al-Husayni, Sahih Sharh al-‘Aqidah al- - 1
Tahawiyyah (Amman: Dar Imam al-Nawawi; 1st edition, 1416 H), p. 654, footnote 385
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obey the Qur’an and the Sunnah together in all situations and circumstances, as the
only way to remain upon the true guidance. In the same manner, the genuine hadith –
with an almost identical wording to the fake one – obviously orders us all to obey the
Qur’an and the offspring of Muhammad, his Ahl al-Bayt, together, at all times, in all
cases and under all circumstances. Whoever fails to do this loses his way, and

.becomes a heretic

(Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: The Prophet At Ghadir Khumm (Part 1 ( 3

Immediately after his last Hajj, on his way back to Madinah – his capital city, at a place
called Ghadir Khumm, the Prophet of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, repeated his

:instruction at ‘Arafat to mankind. Imam Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H) documents

هللا یضر  یلع  نع  هیبأ ، نع  یلع ، نب  رمع  نب  دمحم  نع  دیز ، نب  ریثک  انثدح  رماع ، وبأ  انثدح  ینلایغلا ، هللا  دیبع  نب  نامیلس  انثدح 
، مکیدیأب هببسو  هللا ، دیب  هببس  هللا ، باتک   : اولضت نل  هب  متذخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  ینإ   : لاق ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  هنع 

.یتیب لهأو 

Sulayman b. ‘Ubayd Allah al-Ghilani – Abu ‘Amir – Kathir b. Zayd – Muhammad b.
:‘Umar b. ‘Ali – his father – ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I have left behind over you that
which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray: the Book of Allah – one end of

which is in the Hand of Allah and the other in your

p: 24
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(hands – and my Ahl al-Bayt.”(1

:Concerning the first narrator, al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) states

قودص يرصبلا  بویأ  وبأ  ینزاملا  ینلایغلا  رباج  نب  ورمع  نب  هللا  دیبع  نب  نامیلس 

Sulayman b. ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Amr b. Jabir al-Ghilani al-Mazini, Abu Ayub al-Basri:
(Saduq (very truthful).(2

:As for the second narrator, this is what al-Hafiz has to say

هقث فاقلاو  هلمهملا  حتفب  يدقعلا  رماع  وبأ  یسیقلا  ورمع  نب  کلملا  دبع 

(Abd al-Malik b. ‘Amr al-Qaysi, Abu ‘Amir al-‘Aqadi: Thiqah (trustworthy).(3‘

:The third narrator is reliable too, as declared by al-Hafiz

ئطخی قودص  نونلا  دیدشتو  ءافلا  حتفب  هنفام  نب  یندملا  دمحم  وبأ  یملسلأا  دیز  نب  ریثک 

Kathir b. Zayd al-Aslami, Abu Muhammad al-Madani b. Mafannah: Saduq (very
(truthful), made mistakes.(4

He did not make “a lot” of mistakes. Therefore, his mistakes were not serious, were
.minimal and did not affect the quality of his ahadith

:Al-Hafiz tells us about the fourth narrator as well

قودص بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  نب  رمع  نب  دمحم 

(Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib: Saduq (very truthful).(5

:And this is the status of the fifth narrator, according to al-Hafiz

هقث یمشاهلا  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  نب  رمع 

(Umar b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib al-Hashimi: Thiqah (trustworthy).(6‘

So, all the narrators are fully reliable, and the sanad is well-connected. As such, it is a
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:hasan chain, at the least. This is what Shaykh al-Arnaut concludes as well

نع نیقیرط  نم  ( 1760 " ) راثلآا لکشم  حرش   " یف يواحطلاو  ( ، 1558 " ) هنـسلا  " یف مصاع  یبأ  نبا  دنع  یلع  ثیدح  نم  ثلاثو 
، هنع هیبأ ، نع  یلع ، نب  رمع  نب  دمحم  نع  دیز ، نب  ریثک  نع  يدقعلا ، رماع  یبأ 

p: 25

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 1
al-Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1400 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-

Din al-Albani], vol. 2, pp. 644-645, 1558
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 2
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 389,

2598
Ibid, vol. 1, p. 617, 4213 - 3
Ibid, vol. 2, p. 38, 5628 - 4
Ibid, vol. 2, p. 117, 6190 - 5
Ibid, vol. 1, p. 724, 4967 - 6
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هدانـسإو یتیب ،" لهأو  مکیدیأب ، هببـسو  هللا ، دیب  هببـس  هللا ، باتک  اولـضت : نل  هب  متذخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دق  ینإ  : " ظفلب اًعوفرم ،
.نسح

The third is the hadith of ‘Ali, recorded by Ibn Abi ‘Asim in al-Sunnah (1558), and by al-
Tahawi in Sharh Mushkil al-Athar (1760) from two routes from Abu ‘Amir al-‘Aqadi,
from Kathir b. Zayd, from Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali, from his father, from him (i.e.
‘Ali) from the Prophet, with the wording: “I have left behind over you that which if you
hold fast to it you will never go astray: the Book of Allah – one end of which is in the
Hand of Allah and the other in your hands – and my Ahl al-Bayt.” And its chain is

(hasan.(1

The above riwayah is only an abridged version of a more detailed hadith. Imam Ishaq
b. Rahwayh (d. 238 H) and some other classical Sunni scholars recorded the full

:version. For instance, Imam al-Tahawi (d. 321 H) documents

یلع نع  هیبأ ،  نع  یلع ،  نب  رمع  نب  دمحم  نع  دیز ، نب  ریثک  انثدح  لاق :  يدقعلا  رماع  وبأ  انثدح  لاق :  قوزرم  نب  میهاربإ  انثدح 
لجو زع  هللا  نأ  نودهـشت  متـسلأ  سانلا ، اهیأ  ای   : لاقف یلع  دـیب  اذـخآ  جرخف  مخب  هرجـشلا  رـضح  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نأ  ، 

، یلب اولاق : مکایلوم ؟ هلوسرو  لـجو  زع  هللا  نأو  مکـسفنأ ، نم  مکب  یلوأ  هلوسرو  هللا  نأ  نودهـشت  متـسلأ  لاـق : یلب ، اولاـق : مکبر ؟
نبا کش  هلاوم -  ایلع  نإف  لاق : وأ  هلاوم ، اذه  نإف  هلاوم  تنک  نمف  لاق :

p: 26

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal b. Hilal b. Asad al-Shaybani, Musnad - 1
(Muasassat al-Risalah; 1st edition, 1421 H) [annotators: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut, ‘Adil

Murshid and others], vol. 17, p. 172, 11104
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.یتیب لهأو  مکیدیأب ، هببس  هللا  باتک   : اولضت نل  هب  متذخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دق  ینإ  قوزرم - 

Ibrahim b. Marzuq - Abu ‘Amir al-‘Aqadi – Kathir b. Zayd – Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali
:– his father - ‘Ali

Verily, the Prophet, peace be upon him, came to a tree at (Ghadir) Khumm. Then he
came out, holding the hand of ‘Ali, and saying: “O mankind! Do you not testify that
Allah the Almighty is your Lord?” They said, “Yes, we do.” He said, “Do you not testify
that Allah and His Messenger are more entitled to you than yourselves and that Allah
the Almighty and His Messenger are your Mawla?” They said, “Yes, we do”. He said,
“So, whosoever Allah and His Messenger are his Mawla, verily this one – or ‘Ali - is his
mawla. I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never go

(astray: the Book of Allah – one end of which is in your hands – and my Ahl al-Bayt.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

نسح هدانسإ 

(Its chain is hasan.(2

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani also copies the riwayah of Ishaq b. Rahwayh

هیلع هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نإ  لاق : یلع ، نع  هیبأ ، نع  یلع ، نب  رمع  نب  دمحم  نع  دیز ، نب  ریثک  نع  يدقعلا ، رماع  وبأ  انأ  قاحـسإ : لاقو 
هللا نأ  نودهـشت  متـسلأ  لاق : یلب ، اولاق : مکبر ؟ هللا  نأ  نودهـشت  متـسلأ   : لاق یلع  دیب  اذـخآ  جرخ  مث  مخب ، هرجـشلا  رـضح  ملـسو 

، یلب اولاقف : مکؤایلوأ ؟ هلوسرو  هللا  نأو  مکسفنأ ، نم  مکب  یلوأ  هلوسرو 

p: 27

Abu Ja’far Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Salamah b. ‘Abd al-Malik b. Salmah al-Azdi al- - 1
Hajari al-Misri al-Tahawi, Sharh Mushkil al-Athar (Muasassat al-Risalah; 1st edition,

1415 H) [annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 13, 1760
Ibid - 2
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هببـسو هدـیب ، هببـس  هللا  باتک  اولـضت : نل  هب  متذـخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دـقو  هـلاوم ، اذـه  نإـف  هـلاوم ، هلوسرو  هللا  ناـک  نمف  لاـق :
یتیب لهأو  مکیدیأب ،

Ishaq said: Abu ‘Amir al-‘Aqadi – Kathir b. Zayd – Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali – his
:father - ‘Ali

Verily, the Prophet, peace be upon him, came to a tree at (Ghadir) Khumm. Then he
came out, holding the hand of ‘Ali, and saying: “Do you not testify that Allah is your
Lord?” They said, “Yes, we do.” He said, “Do you not testify that Allah and His
Messenger are more entitled to you than yourselves and that Allah and His
Messenger are your Awliya?” They said, “Yes, we do”. He said, “So, whosoever Allah
and His Messenger are his Mawla, verily this one (i.e. ‘Ali) is his mawla. I have left
behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray: the Book of
Allah – one end of which is in His Hand and the other in your hands – and my Ahl al-

(Bayt.”(1

:Then, al-Hafiz comments

حیحص دانسإ  اذه 

(This chain is sahih.(2

:Imam Ahmad al-Busiri (d. 840 H) as well documents

متـسلأ لاقف : یلع  دـیب  اذًـخآ  جرخ  مث  مخب  هرجـشلا  رـضح  مَّلسـَو  هیلَعَ  هللا  یَّلصـَ  یبنلا  نأ  هنع : هللا  یـضر  بلاط ، یبأ  نب  یلع  نع 
یلب اولاق : مکلاوم ؟ هلوسرو  هللا  نأو  مکسفنأ  نم  مکب  یلوأ  هلوسرو  هللا  نأ  نودهشت  متسلأ  لاق : یلب  اولاق : مکبر ؟ هللا  نأ  نودهـشت 

ام مکیف  تکرت  دقو  هلاوم  اذه  نإف  هلاوم  هلوسرو  هللا  ناک  نمف  لاق :

p: 28

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Matalib al-Aliyah bi Zawaid al-Masanid al- - 1
Thamaniyyah (Beirut: Dar al-Ma’rifah; 1414 H) [annotator: Prof. Shaykh Habib al-

Rahman al-A’zami], vol., 4, p. 65, 3972
Ibid - 2
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.یتیب لهأو  مکیدیأب  هببسو  هدیب  هببس  هللا  باتک  اولضت  نل  هب  متذخأ  نإ 

:Narrated ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him

The Prophet, peace be upon him, came to a tree at (Ghadir) Khumm. Then he came
out, holding the hand of ‘Ali, and saying: “Do you not testify that Allah is your Lord?”
They said, “Yes, we do.” He said, “Do you not testify that Allah and His Messenger are
more entitled to you than yourselves and that Allah and His Messenger are your
Mawla?” They said, “Yes, we do”. He said, “So, whosoever Allah and His Messenger
are his Mawla, verily this one (i.e. ‘Ali) is his mawla. I have left behind over you that
which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray: the Book of Allah – one end of

(which is in His Hand and the other in your hands – and my Ahl al-Bayt.”(1

:And al-Busiri has this simple verdict about it

حیحص دنسب  قاحسإ  هاور 

(Ishaq recorded it with a sahih chain.(2

:Allamah al-Muttaqi al-Hindi (d. 975 H) too records the hadith‘

مکبر هللا  نأ  نودهشت  متسلأ  سانلا  اهیأ  لاقف :  یلع  دیب  اذخآ  جرخ  مث  مخب  هرجشلا  رضح  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نأ  یلع  نع 
هللا ناک  نمف  لاق :  یلب  اولاق :  مکلاوم ؟  هلوسرو  هللا  نأو  مکسفنأ  نم  مکب  یلوأ  هلوسرو  هللا  نأ  نودهشت  متـسلأ  لاق :  یلب  اولاق :   ؟

هللا باتک  هدعب :  اولضت  نل  هب  متذخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دقو  هلاوم  اذه  نإف  هلاوم  هلوسرو 

p: 29

Ahmad b. Abi Bakr b. Isma’il al-Busiri, Itihaf al-Khiyarah al-Maharah bi Zawaid al- - 1
Masanid al-‘Ashra (Riyadh: Dar al-Watan; 1st edition, 1420 H), vol. 7, p. 210, 6683
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یتیب لهأو  مکیدیأب  هببسو  هدیب  هببس 

:Narrated ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him

The Prophet, peace be upon him, came to a tree at (Ghadir) Khumm. Then he came
out, holding the hand of ‘Ali, and saying: “Do you not testify that Allah is your Lord?”
They said, “We do.” He said, “Do you not testify that Allah and His Messenger are
more entitled to you than yourselves and that Allah and His Messenger are your
Mawla?” They said, “Yes, we do”. He said, “So, whosoever Allah and His Messenger
are his Mawla, verily this one (i.e. ‘Ali) is his mawla. I have left behind over you that
which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray while following it: the Book of Allah

.” – one end of which is in His Hand and the other in your hands – and my Ahl al-Bayt

:Then al-Hindi says about it

هححصو هیلامأ  یف  یلماحملاو  مصاع  یبأ  نباو  ریرج  نباو  هیوهار  نبا 

Narrated by (Ishaq) Ibn Rahwayh, Ibn Jarir, Ibn Abi ‘Asim, and by al-Muhamali in his
(Amali, and he (al-Muhamali) declared it sahih.(1

:The messages in these reports are very powerfully conveyed

Muslims can acquire true guidance after their Prophet only by holding fast to both the
.Qur’an and his Ahl al-Bayt together

Muslims can remain upon true guidance after their Prophet only by holding fast to
.both the Qur’an and his Ahl al-Bayt together

Muslims automatically lose the true guidance after their Prophet any moment they fail
to hold fast to the

p: 30

Ali b. Husam al-Din al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-‘Ummal fi Sunan al-Aqwal wa Af’al - ‘ 1
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1989 H), vol. 13, p. 121, 36441
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.Qur’an and his Ahl al-Bayt together

(Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: The Prophet At Ghadir Khumm (Part 2 ( 4

In order to ensure that his followers never missed his messages, the Messenger of
Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, further repeated his instruction in some other words,

:at the same Ghadir Khumm. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) records what he did

دیزی ینثدح  نایح  وبأ  ینثدح  میهاربإ  نب  لیعامـسإ  انثدح  ریهز  لاق  هیلع  نبا  نع  اعیمج  دلخم  نب  عاجـشو  برح  نب  ریهز  ینثدح 
اریخ دیز  ای  تیقل  دقل  نیصح  هل  لاق  هیلإ  انسلج  املف  مقرأ  نب  دیز  یلإ  ملـسم  نب  رمعو  هربس  نب  نیـصحو  انأ  تقلطنا  لاق  نایح  نب 
دیز ای  انثدح  اریثک  اریخ  دیز  ای  تیقل  دقل  هفلخ  تیلصو  هعم  توزغو  هثیدح  تعمسو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  تیأر  اریثک 
یعأ تنک  يذلا  ضعب  تیسنو  يدهع  مدقو  ینـس  تربک  دقل  هللاو  یخأ  نبا  ای  لاق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نم  تعمـس  ام 

انیف اموی  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ماق  لاق  مث  هینوفلکت  لاف  امو لا  اولبقاف  مکتثدـح  اـمف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نم 
کـشوی رـشب  انأ  امنإف  سانلا  اهیأ  لاأ  دعب  امأ  لاق  مث  رکذو  ظعوو  هیلع  ینثأو  هللا  دمحف  هنیدـملاو  هکم  نیب  امخ  یعدـی  ءامب  ابیطخ 

ثحف هب  اوکـسمتساو  هللا  باتکب  اوذـخف  رونلاو  يدـهلا  هیف  هللا  باتک  امهلوأ  نیلقث  مکیف  كرات  اـنأو  بیجأـف  یبر  لوسر  یتأـی  نأ 
لاقف یتیب  لهأ  یف  هللا  مکرکذأ  یتیب  لهأ  یف  هللا  مکرکذأ  یتیب  لهأ  یف  هللا  مکرکذأ  یتیب  لهأو  لاق  مث  هیف  بغرو  هللا  باـتک  یلع 

هؤاسن سیلأ  دیز  ای  هتیب ؟ لهأ  نمو  نیصح  هل 

p: 31
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رفعج لآو  لیقع  لآو  یلع  لآ  مه  لاق  مهو ؟ لاق  هدـعب  هقدـصلا  مرح  نم  هتیب  لهأ  نکلو  هتیب  لهأ  نم  هؤاـسن  لاـق  هتیب ؟  لـهأ  نم 
معن لاق  هقدصلا ؟ مرح  ءلاؤه  لک  لاق  سابع  لآو 

Zuhayr b. Harb and Shuja’ b. Mukhlid – Ibn ‘Ulayyah: Zuhayr – Isma’il b. Ibrahim - Abu
:Hayyan - Yazid b. Hayyan

I went along with Hasin b. Sabra and ‘Umar b. Muslim to Zayd b. Arqam. When we sat
:with him, Hasin said to him

You have earned, O Zayd, a lot of good. You saw the Messenger of Allah, peace be “
upon him, and you heard his hadith, and you fought by his side, and you offered Salat
behind him. You have earned, O Zayd, a lot of good. Narrate to us, O Zayd, what you

.” heard from the Messenger of Allah

He replied, “O son of my brother, I swear by Allah, I have grown old and my time has
passed, and I have forgotten some of that which I remembered from the Messenger
of Allah, peace be upon him. So, whatever hadith I narrate to you, accept (it). And

.” whatever I do not narrate, do not compel me to do that

:He then said

One day, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, stood up to deliver a sermon at“
a watering place known as (Ghadir) Khumm situated between Makkah and Madinah.
He praised Allah and extolled Him, and advised (us), and reminded us (of Allah and His

:revelations). Then, he said

!Then, verily, O mankind‘

p: 32

Hadith Al-Thaqalayn, the Deposed Will of the Last
Prophet to Humanity

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized
researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 46 of 287

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


I am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord (i.e. the angel of death) will soon
reach me and I will answer (the call of death). But, I am leaving behind over you Two
Weighty Things (thaqalayn). The first of them is the Book of Allah. In it there is
guidance and light. So hold fast to the Book of Allah and adhere to it.” So, he exhorted
(to hold fast) to the Book of Allah and encouraged concerning it. Then, he said: “and
my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of

!” my Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt

So, Hasin said to him, “So, who are his Ahl al-Bayt? O Zayd, are his wives not from his
Ahl al-Bayt?” He (Zayd) replied, “His wives are from his Ahl al-Bayt. But, his Ahl al-Bayt
are (also) those to whom sadaqah is forbidden apart from him.” He (Hasin) asked,
“And who are those?” He (Zayd) replied, “They are the family of ‘Ali, the family of ‘Aqil,
the family of Ja’far, and the family of ‘Abbas”. He (Hasin) said, “Sadaqah is forbidden

(for all these people?” He (Zayd) answered, “Yes”.(1

Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) has recorded this same exact report(2), and Shaykh al-Arnaut
:has this comment about it

ملسم طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of Muslim.(3

.So, there is no doubt about the authenticity of the riwayah

There is however a crucial fact about

p: 33

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1873,

(2408 (36
Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 2

[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 366, 19285
Ibid - 3
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it that must be taken into consideration in understanding its meaning. There is an
:interpolation by Yazid b. Hayyan into the text of the Prophet’s words in the hadith

رونلاو يدهلا  هیف  هللا  باتک  امهلوأ  نیلقث  مکیف  كرات  انأو  بیجأف  یبر  لوسر  یتأی  نأ  کشوی  رشب  انأ  امنإف  سانلا  اهیأ  لاأ  دعب  امأ 
یف هللا  مکرکذأ  یتیب  لهأ  یف  هللا  مکرکذأ  یتیب  لهأو  لاـق  مث  هیف  بغرو  هللا  باـتک  یلع  ثحف  هب  اوکـسمتساو  هللا  باـتکب  اوذـخف 

یتیب لهأ  یف  هللا  مکرکذأ  یتیب  لهأ 

Then, verily, O mankind! I am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord (i.e. the“
angel of death) will soon reach me and I will answer (the call of death). But, I am
leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things (thaqalayn). The first of them is the Book
of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. So hold fast to the Book of Allah and adhere
to it.” So, he exhorted (to hold fast) to the Book of Allah and encouraged concerning it.
Then, he said: “and my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I

!” remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt

The highlighted parts are NOT part of the words of the Messenger of Allah. Rather,
they are commentaries upon the actual hadith. Since what matters to us are the
instructions of our Prophet, then we must remove these interpolations in order to

reach the real Sunnah. So, after deleting

p: 34

Hadith Al-Thaqalayn, the Deposed Will of the Last
Prophet to Humanity

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized
researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 48 of 287

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:the foreign words, this is what we have

رونلاو يدهلا  هیف  هللا  باتک  امهلوأ  نیلقث  مکیف  كرات  انأو  بیجأف  یبر  لوسر  یتأی  نأ  کشوی  رشب  انأ  امنإف  سانلا  اهیأ  لاأ  دعب  امأ 
یتیب لهأ  یف  هللا  مکرکذأ  یتیب  لهأ  یف  هللا  مکرکذأ  یتیب  لهأ  یف  هللا  مکرکذأ  یتیب  لهأو  هب  اوکسمتساو  هللا  باتکب  اوذخف 

Then, verily, O mankind! I am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord (i.e. the“
angel of death) will soon reach me and I will answer (the call of death). But, I am
leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things (thaqalayn). The first of them is the Book
of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. So hold fast to the Book of Allah and adhere
to it and my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with

!” Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt

:The Sunni mufassir, Mulla Huwaysh Al Ghazi ‘Abd al-Qadir, confirms this as well

رونلاو يدهلا  هیف  هّللا  باتک  اهلوأ  نیلقث  مکیف  كرات  ینإ  لاق  ملـسو  هیلع  هّللا  یّلـص  هّللا  لوسر  نأ  مقرأ  نب  دـیز  نع  ملـسم  يورو 
یتیب لهأ  یف  مکرکذأ  یتیب ، لهأ  یف  هّللا  مکرکذأ  یتیب ، لهأو  هب  اوکسمتساو  هّللا  باتکب  اوذخف 

Imam) Muslim recorded from Zayd b. Arqam that the Messenger of Allah, peace be)
:upon him, said

I am leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things (thaqalayn). The first of them is “
the Book of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. So hold fast to

p: 35
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the Book of Allah and adhere to it and my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, with Allah, of my
Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of my

(Ahl al-Bayt!”(1

The message here is unmistakable: all mankind – including all the Sahabah, Tabi’in
.and Tabi’ al-Tabi’in – are ordered to “adhere” to both the Qur’an and the Ahl al-Bayt

What further solidifies this submission, is that the same hadith has been narrated
from Zayd – in the book of Imam ‘Abd b. Humayd (d. 249 H) - without the
commentaries, and it is straightforward. ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) records that the

:Prophet said at Ghadir Khumm

يدـهلا هیف  هللا  باتک  امهلوأ  نیلقث  مکیف  كرات  انأو  بیجأف  یبر  لوسر  ینیتأی  نأ  کشوی  رـشب  انأ  امنإف  سانلا ! اهیأ  لاأ  دـعب  اـمأ  "

مکرکذأ یتیب  لهأو  هب  اوکـسمتساو  یلاعت  هللا  باتکب  اوذخف  لض  هأطخأ  نمو  يدـهلا  یلع  ناک  هب  ذـخأو  هب  کسمتـسا  نم  رونلاو 
". یتیب لهأ  یف  هللا  مکرکذأ  یتیب  لهأ  یف  هللا 

Then, verily, O mankind! I am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord (i.e. the“
angel of death) will soon reach me and I will answer (the call of death). But, I am
leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things (thaqalayn). The first of them is the Book
of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. Whoever adheres to it and holds fast to it, he

will be upon guidance; and whosoever belittles it, he will go astray. So hold fast to

p: 36

Mulla Huwaysh Al Ghazi ‘Abd al-Qadir, Bayan al-Ma’ani (Damascus: Matbu’at al- - 1
Turki; 1382 H), vol. 4, p. 37
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the Book of Allah the Most High and adhere to it and my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, with
(Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt!”(1

:Commenting on it, the ‘Allamah states

.مقرأ نب  دیز  نع  دیمح م ] نب  دبع  مح  ( ... ] حیحص )

(Sahih) … [recorded by ‘Abd b. Hamid] from Zayd b. Arqam.(2)

:Allamah al-Hindi (d. 975 H) too has copied the same report‘

نم رونلاو  يدهلا  هیف  هللا  باتک  امهلوأ  نیلقث  مکیف  كرات  انأو  بیجأف  یبر  لوسر  یتأی  نأ  کشوی  رشب  انأ  امنإف  سانلا  اهیأ  دعب  امأ 
لهأ یف  هللا  مکرکذأ  یتیب  لهأو  هب  اوکـسمتساو  یلاعت  هللا  باتکب  اوذخف  لض  هأطخأ  نمو  يدهلا  یلع  ناک  هب  ذخأو  هب  کسمتـسا 

یتیب

Then, verily, O mankind! I am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord (i.e. the“
angel of death) will soon reach me and I will answer (the call of death). But, I am
leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things (thaqalayn). The first of them is the Book
of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. Whoever adheres to it and holds fast to it, he
will be upon guidance; and whosoever belittles it, he will go astray. So hold fast to the
Book of Allah the Most High and adhere to it and my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, with

(Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt!”(3

:Giving the source, he too says

مقرأ نب  دیز  نع  دیمح م  نب  دبعو  مح 

(Recorded by ‘Abd b. Humayd, from Zayd b. Arqam(4

This was the report of Zayd from the

p: 37

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 1
Ashqudri al-Albani, Sahih al-Jami’ al-Saghir wa Ziyadatuhu (Al-Maktab al-Islami), vol.

1, pp. 286-287, 1351
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Ibid, vol. 1, p. 287, 1351 - 2
Ali b. Husam al-Din al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-‘Ummal fi Sunan al-Aqwal wa Af’al - ‘ 3

(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1989 H), vol. 1, p. 315, 898
Ibid - 4
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Messenger of Allah without the interpolations of Yazid b. Hayyan. This took place at
Ghadir Khumm, after the first declaration at ‘Arafat. The message is explicit, clear and
unambiguous. It leaves no room for manipulation or distortion. We all must “adhere”
to the Book of Allah and the Ahl al-Bayt of his Prophet after him. Strangely though,
Zayd defines the “Ahl al-Bayt” meant in the hadith as the wives of the Prophet, and
the families of ‘Ali, ‘Aqil, Ja’far, and al-‘Abbas. Yet, it is the same Zayd who narrated –
as we shall examine in the next chapter – that the Messenger specifically named the

”. “Ahl al-Bayt” intended in Hadith al-Thaqalayn as being only his “offspring

(Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: The Prophet At Ghadir Khumm (Part 3 ( 5

The Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, conveyed Hadith al-Thaqalayn in different
words to absolutely ensure that the message was not lost on his audiences. At ‘Arafat,

:he declared

یتیب لهأ  یترتعو  هللا  باتک  اولضت  نل  هب  متذخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دق  ینإ  سانلا  اهیأ  ای 

O mankind! I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never
.go astray: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt

:Later, at Ghadir Khumm, he again statements

اوذـخف لض  هأطخأ  نمو  يدـهلا  یلع  ناک  هب  ذـخأو  هب  کسمتـسا  نم  رونلاو  يدـهلا  هیف  هللا  باتک  امهلوأ  نیلقث  مکیف  كراـت  اـنأ 
یتیب لهأو  هب  اوکسمتساو  یلاعت  هللا  باتکب 

I am leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things (thaqalayn). The first of them is the
Book of Allah. In it there is guidance and

p: 38
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light. Whoever adheres to it and holds fast to it, he will be upon guidance; and
whosoever belittles it, he will go astray. So hold fast to the Book of Allah the Most High

.and adhere to it and my Ahl al-Bayt

Then, at that same Ghadir Khumm, he made some other pronouncements, which
were clearly intended to drive home the point more forcefully. Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d.

:774 H) affirms this in his Tafsir

امهنإو یترتعو ، هللا  باتک  نیلقثلا : مکیف  كرات  ینإ  : " مّخُ ریدِغَب  هتبطخ  یف  لاق  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  حیحـصلا : یف  و 
" ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرتفی  مل 

In the sahih report, it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said
in his sermon at Ghadir Khumm: “I am leaving behind over you the Two Weighty
Things (al-thaqalayn): the Book of Allah and my offspring. Verily, both shall never

(separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.”(1

Meanwhile, Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) has equally recorded this riwayah which
:identifies the main narrator of the hadith

دبع نب  ریرج  اـنث  يدعـسلا  هریغملا  نب  ییحی  اـنث  بویأ  نب  دـمحم  اـنث  يرلاـب  هیقفلا  حلـصم  نب  نیـسحلا  نب  دـمحم  رکب  وبأ  انثدـح 
ملسو هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق  هنع  هللا  یضر  مقرأ  نب  دیز  نع  حیبص  نب  ملـسم  نع  یعخنلا  هللا  دبع  نب  نسحلا  نع  دیمحلا 

ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  یتیب  لهأو  هللا  باتک  نیلقثلا  مکیف  كرات  ینإ 

 – Abu Bakr Muhammad b. al-Husayn b. Musalih al-Faqih – Muhammad b. Ayub

p: 39

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. ‘Umar b. Kathir al-Qurashi al-Dimashqi, Tafsir al-Qur’an - 1
al-‘Azim (Dar al-Taybah li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 2nd edition, 1420 H) [annotator: Sami

b. Muhammad Salamah], vol. 7, p. 201
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Yahya b. al-Mughirah al-Sa’di – Jarir b. ‘Abd al-Hamid – al-Hasan b. ‘Abd Allah al-
:Nakha’i – Muslim b. Subayh – Zayd b. Arqam, may Allah be pleased with him

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I am leaving behind over you the
Two Weighty Things (al-thaqalayn): the Book of Allah and my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both

(shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.”(1

:Al-Hakim states

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  دانسلإا  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith has a sahih chain upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.(2

:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) concurs

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

(Upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim(3

:Imam al-Tabarani (d. 360 H) too has an additional sanad for the hadith

نب دیز  نع  یحـضلا  یبأ  نع  هللا  دیبع  نب  نسحلا  نع  هللا  دبع  نب  دـلاخ  انث  یطـساولا  نوع  نب  ورمع  انث  زیزعلا  دـبع  نب  یلع  انثدـح 
ادری یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  یتیب  لهأ  یترتعو  هللا  باتک  نیلقثلا  مکیف  كرات  ینإ  ملـس :  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاـق  لاـق  مقرأ 

ضوحلا یلع 

Ali b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz – ‘Amr b. ‘Awn al-Wasiti – Khalid b. ‘Abd Allah – al-Hasan b. ‘Ubayd‘
:Allah – Abu al-Dhuha – Zayd b. Arqam

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I am leaving behind over you the
Two Weighty Things (al-thaqalayn): the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-
Bayt. Verily, both shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the

(Lake-Fount.”(4

:Shaykh al-Arnaut says about this hadith

حیحص وهو 
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(It is sahih(5

This is an authentication of all

p: 40

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 160, 4711
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3

Abu al-Qasim Sulayman b. Ahmad b. Ayub al-Tabarani, Mu’jam al-Kabir (Mosul: - 4
Maktabah al-‘Ulum wa al-Hukm; 2nd edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Hamadi b. ‘Abd al-

Majid al-Salafi], vol. 5, p.169, 4980
Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Wazir al-Yamani, al-‘Awasim wa al-Qawasim fi al-Dhabb - 5
‘an Sunnah Abi al-Qasim (Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 2nd edition, 1416 H) [annotator:

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 178, footnote 1

Hadith Al-Thaqalayn, the Deposed Will of the Last
Prophet to Humanity

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized
researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 56 of 287

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_40_5
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.the parts of the hadith by our typically reluctant Shaykh. This, of course, means a lot

Meanwhile, there is no sin in independently verifying the authenticity of the hadith. As
:such, al-Dhahabi says about the first narrator

يوغبلا نسحلا  وبأ  قودصلا ، ظفاحلا ، ماملاا ، روباس : نبا  نابزرملا  نبا  زیزعلا  دبع  نب  یلع 

Ali b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. al-Marzaban b. Sabur: the Imam, the hafiz (hadith scientist), the‘
(saduq (very truthful) narrator, Abu al-Hasan al-Baghwi.(1

:Elsewhere, he adds

.نومأم هقث  ینطقرادلا : لاق  .جاتحم  هنأب  رذتعیو  ثیدحتلا ، یلع  بلطی  هنکل  هقث ، .هکمب  رواجملا  ظفاحلا  يوغبلا  زیزعلا  دبع  نب  یلع 

Ali b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Baghwi: the hafiz (hadith scientist), adjacent to Makkah: Thiqah‘
(trustworthy). However, he used to request (payments) for narrating ahadith, and he
is excused on the ground that he was needy. Al-Daraqutni said: “He was thiqah

((trustworthy) and totally reliable.”(2

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) states about the second narrator

تبث هقث  يرصبلا  زازبلا  نامثع  وبأ  یطساولا  سوأ  نب  نوع  نب  ورمع 

Amr b. ‘Awn b. Aws al-Wasiti, Abu ‘Uthman al-Bazzaz al-Basri: Thiqah (trustworthy),‘
(thabt (accurate).(3

:Concerning the third narrator, al-Hafiz also says

تبث هقث  مهلاوم  ینزملا  یطساولا  ناحطلا  دیزی  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  دلاخ 

Khalid b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yazid al-Tahan al-Wasiti al-Muzni, their freed
(slave: Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt (accurate).(4

:The fourth narrator is thiqah (trustworthy) too, as affirmed by al-Hafiz

لضاف هقث  یفوکلا  هورع  وبأ  یعخنلا  هورع  نب  هللا  دیبع  نب  نسحلا 

Al-Hasan b. ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Urwah al-Nakha’i, Abu ‘Urwah al-Kufi: Thiqah
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((trustworthy), fadhil (virtuous).(5

:Finally, al-Hafiz proclaims about the last narrator

یفوکلا یحضلا  وبأ  ینادمهلا  ریغصتلاب  حیبص  نب  ملسم 

p: 41

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala - 1
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 9th edition, 1413 H) [annotators: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and

‘Ali Abu Zayd], vol. 13, p. 348, 164
Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Mizan al-I’tidal fi Naqd - 2
al-Rijal (Beirut: Dar al-Ma’rifah) [annotator: ‘Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi], vol. 3, p. 143,

5882
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 3
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 742,

5104
Ibid, vol. 1, p. 259, 1652 - 4
Ibid, vol. 1, p. 206, 1258 - 5
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لضاف هقث  هتینکب  روهشم  راطعلا 

Muslim b. Subayh al-Hamdani, Abu al-Dhuha al-Kufi al-‘Attar, well-known with his
(kunya: Thiqah (trustworthy), fadhil (virtuous).(1

:Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) also states concerning him

تباث یبأ  نب  بیبحو  شمعلأا  هنع  يور  مقرأ  نب  دیزو  ریشب  نب  نامعنلاو  سابع  نبا  عمس  حیبص  نب  ملسم  یحضلا  وبأ 

Abu al-Dhuha, Muslim b. Subayh: He heard (ahadith from) Ibn ‘Abbas, al-Nu’man b.
(Bashir and Zayd b. Arqam. Al-A’mash and Habib b. Abi Thabit narrated from him.(2

So, all the narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), and the sanad, of course, is fully
.connected. As such, it is a perfectly sahih chain

:But, there is more! Imam al-Tabarani again documents

لاق مقرأ  نب  دیز  نع  یحضلا  یبأ  نع  هللا  دیبع  نب  نسحلا  نع  دیمحلا  دبع  نب  ریرج  انث  ینیدملا  نب  یلع  انث  ینثملا  نب  ذاعم  انثدح 
ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  یتیب  لهأ  یترتعو  هللا  باتک  نیلقثلا  مکیف  كرات  ینإ  هللا :  لوسر  لاق 

Mu’adh b. al-Muthanna – ‘Ali b. al-Madini – Jarir b. ‘Abd al-Hamid – al-Hasan b. ‘Ubayd
:Allah – Abu al-Dhuha – Zayd b. Arqam

The Messenger of Allah said: “I am leaving behind over you the Two Weighty Things
(al-thaqalayn): the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall

(never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.”(3

.There are only three new names in this chain

:Al-Dhahabi says about the first narrator

.نقتم هقث ، ینثملا : وبأ  ینثملا  نب  ذاعم 

(Mu’adh b. al-Muthanna, Abu al-Muthanna: Thiqah (trustworthy), extremely precise.(4

:About the second narrator, al-Hafiz states

حیجن نب  رفعج  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  یلع 
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p: 42

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 179, 6653 - 1
Muslim b. al-Hajjaj, al-Kuna wa al-Asma (Madinah al-Munawwarah: al-Jami’ah al- - 2
Islamiyyah; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: ‘Abd al-Rahim Muhammad Ahmad al-

Qushqari], vol. 1, P. 455, 1722
Abu al-Qasim Sulayman b. Ahmad b. Ayub al-Tabarani, Mu’jam al-Kabir (Mosul: - 3
Maktabah al-‘Ulum wa al-Hukm; 2nd edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Hamadi b. ‘Abd al-

Majid al-Salafi], vol. 5, p.170, 4981
Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala - 4
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 9th edition, 1413 H) [annotators: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and

‘Ali Abu Zayd], vol. 13, p. 527, 259
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هللعو ثیدحلاب  هرصع  لهأ  ملعأ  مامإ  تبث  هقث  يرصب  ینیدملا  نب  نسحلا  وبأ  مهلاوم  يدعسلا 

Ali b. ‘Abd Allah b. Ja’far b. Najih al-Sa’di, their freed slave, Abu al-Hasan b. al-Madini‘
Basri: Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt (accurate), an Imam, the most knowledgeable of his

(time in hadith and its ‘ilal.(1

:The third narrator is like that too, as al-Hafiz submits

باتکلا حیحص  هقث  اهیـضاقو  يرلا  لیزن  یفوکلا  یبضلا  هلمهم  ءاط  اهدعب  ءارلا  نوکـسو  فاقلا  مضب  طرق  نب  دیمحلا  دبع  نب  ریرج 
هظفح نم  مهی  هرمع  رخآ  یف  ناک  لیق 

Jarir b. ‘Abd al-Hamid b. Qurt al-Dhabi al-Kufi, a resident of al-Rayy and its judge:
Thiqah (trustworthy), sahih al-kitab (i.e. whatever he narrated from his books was
sahih). It is said that he used to hallucinate due to his memory during the last part of

(his lifetime.(2

Al-Hafiz refers to the criticism against Jarir with “it is said”, which is a term employed
to express doubt. In other words, al-Hafiz does NOT confirm that Jarir really used to
hallucinate during the last part of his lifetime. Secondly, even if the allegation were
accepted, it would still not harm Jarir. The claim was that he hallucinated, but not “a
lot”. That shows that his memory problem was not serious, and therefore would not
affect his ahadith. In any case, there is a mutaba’ah for Jarir by Khalid b. ‘Abd Allah.

.Therefore, this second chain is impeccably sahih too, in any case

(Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: The Prophet At Ghadir Khumm (Part 4 ( 6

The Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, proclaimed at Ghadir Khumm to all
:humanity

كرات ینإ 

p: 43

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 1
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 697,
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Ibid, vol. 1, p. 158, 918 - 2
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ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  یتیب  لهأ  یترتعو  هللا  باتک  نیلقثلا  مکیف 

I am leaving behind over you the Two Weighty Things (al-thaqalayn): the Book of
Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall never separate from each

.other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount

The Qur’an and the offspring of the Prophet are referred to as “the Two Weighty
Things” (al-thaqalayn) in the ahadith. Both of them are “left behind over” us by him,
and are further described as being eternally inseparable till the Day of al-Qiyamah.

?What exactly did the Rasul intend with these statements

When the leader of a nation or community tells his people “I will die soon. But, I have
left behind over you so-and-so”, what possibly could he be telling them? It is clear, of
course. The designated person – “left behind over” his people - is to take his place and
perform his role among them. Hadith al-Thaqalayn, obviously, is in this sense too. The
Prophet was declaring the Qur’an and his offspring as his substitutes over his Ummah

:after him. Shaykh al-Arnaut too has something for us in this regard

.یتوم دعب  يأ : مکیف ،" كرات  ینإ  : " هلوق يدنسلا : لاق 

". سوماقلا  " یف اذک  ثیدحلا ، اذه  هنمو  نوصم ، سیفن  ءیش  لک  نیتحتفب : لقثلا ، نیلقثًلا :

… مهریغو هرتعلا ، لکلا : مامإ  هنلأ  باتکلا ، وه  ربکأ : امهدحأ 

، هتیب لهأو  نآرقلا  هدـعب  کلذـک  یبنلاو ، نآرقلا  هتایح  یف  ناک  امکف  هماـقم ، نیمئاـق  مهلعج  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هنأـک  یترتعو :
، مهئارآو مهلاوقأب  لمعلا  یف  لا  ناسحلإاو ، هاعارملاو  هبحملا  بوجو  یف  هماقم  مهمایق  نکلو 

p: 44
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.ملعأ یلاعت  هللاو  هنسلاو ، باتکلا  لمعلا : یف  عجرملا  لب 

.Al-Sindi said: “His statement {I am leaving behind over you}: that is, after me death

The Two Weighty Things}: every priceless treasure is called a ‘weighty thing’, and }
.this hadith is from it, as stated in al-Qamus

One of them is greater}: that is the Book, because it is the Imam for everyone –}
…whether the offspring (of the Prophet) or others

and my offspring}: it is like he, peace be upon him, appointed them TO STAND IN HIS}
PLACE, such that just as it was the Qur’an and the Prophet during his lifetime, it was
the Qur’an and his Ahl al-Bayt after him. However, their standing in his place is (only)
with regards to the (Ummah’s) obligation of love, kindness and care (to them), not in
adherence to their words and opinions. Rather, the reference for actions are the Book

(and the Sunnah, and Allah the Most High knows best.”(1

This is further strengthened by the fact that he called them both “the Two Weighty
Things”, al-thaqalayn. Imam Ibn Manzur (d. 711 H), the leading classical Sunni linguist,

:explains what this means

زع هللا  باتک  امهلعجف  یترتعو ، هللا  باتک  نیلقثلا : مکیف  كرات  ینإ  هرمع : رخآ  یف  لاق  هنأ  ملسو ، هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا ، نع  يورو 
برعلا نأ  لقثلا  لصأو  لاق : لیقث ، امهب  لمعلاو  لیقث  امهب  ذخلأا  نلأ  نیلقث  ایمـس  بلعث : لاقو  .هرتعلا  رکذ  مدقت  دقو  هترتعو ، لجو 

امهنأشل امیخفتو  امهردقل  اماظعإ  نیلقث  امهامسف  لقث ، نوصم  ریطخ  سیفن  ئش  لکل  لوقت 

It is narrated from the Prophet, peace

p: 45

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal b. Hilal b. Asad al-Shaybani, Musnad - 1
(Muasassat al-Risalah; 1st edition, 1421 H) [annotators: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut, ‘Adil
Murshid and others], vol. 17, pp. 174-175, 11104. Al-Sindi’s submission is indeed very
weird. The Ahl al-Bayt stand in the place of the Prophet in his Ummah after him. Yet,
none is obliged to follow them! Moreover, al-Sindi seems to think that following the Ahl
al-Bayt leads away from the Kitab and Sunnah! Alas, they are actually the purest
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be upon him, that he said during the end of his lifetime: “I am leaving behind over you
the Two Weighty Things (al-thaqalayn): the Book of Allah and my offspring.” So, he
identified them both as the Book of Allah the Almighty and his offspring. The word
“itrah (offspring)” has already been explained. Tha’lab said: “He named them
thaqalayn because holding fast to them both and following them both are weighty
(responsibilities).” He said: “The origin of (the word) thaqal is that Arabs referred to
every priceless weighty thing as a thaqal. Therefore, he named them thaqalayn to

(highlight their significance and to extol their importance (1

:Imam Ibn al-Athir (d. 606 H), an ace Sunni hadith linguist, has the same submission

لقث سیفن  ریطخ  ککل  لاقیو  لیقث .  امهب  لمعلاو  امهب  ذـخلأا  نلأ  نیلقث  امهامـس  ترتعو ] هللا  باتک  نیلقثلا :  مکیف  كراـت  ینإ  [
.امهنأشل امیخفتو  امهردقل  اماظعإ  نیلقث  امهامسف 

I am leaving among you the Two Weighty Things: the Book of Allah and my offspring], ]
he named them both thaqalayn because holding fast to them both and following them
are weighty (responsibilities). And every priceless weighty thing is called thaqal.
Therefore, he named them thaqalayn to highlight their significance and to extol their

(importance.(2

:Another leading Sunni linguist, al-Zubaydi (d. 1205 H), backs him

: بلعث لاقو  .امهل  اـمیخفتو  امهردـقل  اـماظعإ  نیلقث  اـمهلعج   } یترتعو هللا  باـتک  نیلقثلا ، مکیف  كراـت  ینإ  ثیدـحلا } کلذـکو 
.لیقث امهب  لمعلاو  امهب  ذخلأا  نلأ  نیلقث ؛ امهامس 

And it is like that in the hadith: “I am leaving among you the Two Weighty

p: 46

Abu al-Fadhl Jamal al-Din Muhammad b. Mukram b. Manzur al-Afriqi al-Misri, Lisan - 1
al-‘Arab (Beirut: Dar Sadir; 1st edition), vol. 11, p. 85

Abu Sa’adat al-Mubarak b. Muhammad, Ibn al-Athir al-Jazari, al-Nihayah fi Gharib - 2
al-Hadith wa al-Athar (Beirut: al-Maktabah al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1399 AH) [annotator: Tahir

Ahmad al-Zawi and Mahmud Muhammad al-Tanahi], vol. 1, p. 216
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Things (al-thaqalayn): the Book of Allah and my offspring”. He called them thaqalayn
to highlight their significance and to extol them both. Tha’lab said: “He named them
thaqalayn because holding fast to them both and following them both are weighty

((responsibilities).”(1

:Yet another leading Sunni linguist, Abu Mansur al-Azhari (d. 370 H), confirms them

اقرتفی نلو  یترْتعِو ، هللا  بَاتک  نیلقثلا : مکیف  كرات  ینإ  : ) هیف تام  يذـلا  هضرم  یف  لاق  هَّنأ  ملـسو ) هیلع  هللا  یلـص   ) یبنلا نع  يور 
ترسـّف دـقو  ملاـسلا ؛ هیلع  هترتعِو  زّعو  لّج  هللا  باتک  امهلعجف  نیلقثلا  ملـسو ) هیلع  هللا  یلـص   ) یبنلا رَّسف  ضوحلا ،) یلع  ادری  یتح 

امهب لمعلاو  لیقث ، امهب  ذخلأا  نلأ  نیلقث  ایمـس  ییحی : نب  دـمحأ  سابعلا  وبأ  لاقو  .نوَْندْلأا  هتریـشع  هُعامج  مهو  مدّـقت  امیف  هرتعلا 
.لیقث

It is narrated from the Prophet, peace be upon him, that he said in his fatal illness: (I
am leaving behind over you the Two Weighty Things: the Book of Allah and my
offspring. Both shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-
Fount). The Prophet, peace be upon him, explained the Two Weighty Things and
identified them both as the Book of Allah the Almighty and his offspring, peace be
upon him. The word “itrah (offspring)” has already been explained, and they are his
closest blood relatives. Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Yahya said: “They are named
thaqalayn because holding fast to them both is a weighty (responsibility), and

(following them both is also a weighty (responsibility).”(2

Imam al-Nawawi (d. 676 H), the well-known hadith scientist, tables the view of

p: 47

Muhibb al-Din Abu Faydh Sayyid Muhammad Murtadha al-Husayni al-Wasiti al- - 1
Zubaydi al-Hanafi, Taj al-‘Urus min Jawahir al-Qamus (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1414 H), vol.

14, p. 85
Abu Mansur Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Azhari, Tahdhib al-Lughah (Beirut: Dar Ihya - 2

al-Turath al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 2001 CE), vol. 9, p. 78
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:the classical Sunni scholars as well

لیقو امهنأش  ریبکو  امهمظعل  نیلقث  ایمس  ءاملعلا  لاق  هتیب  لهأو  هللا  باتک  رکذف   ) نیلقث مکیف  كرات  اناو  ملسو ) هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هلوق 
امهب لمعلا 

His statement, peace be upon him (I am leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things)
and he mentioned the Book of Allah and his Ahl al-Bayt. The ‘ulama said: He named
them thaqalayn due to their magnificence and the greatness of their significance. It is

(also said: (they are named thaqalayn due to the fact that) both are to be followed.(1

And Shaykh ‘Abd al-Baqi, in his annotation of Sahih Muslim, writes these words under
:Hadith al-Thaqalayn

اهب لمعلا  لقثل  لیقو  امهنأش  ریبکو  امهمظعل  نیلقث  ایمس  ءاملعلا  لاق  نیلقث ) )

Two Weighty Things [thaqalayn]): The ‘ulama said: He named them thaqalayn due to )
their magnificence and the greatness of their significance. It is also said: (they are

(named thaqalayn due to the fact that) both are to be followed.(2

So, our Prophet indicated that he was leaving behind the Qur’an and his offspring as
his replacements over us after him. He equally very strongly emphasized that we
must “adhere to” and “follow” both the Qur’an and his offspring after him, by naming
them “the Two Weighty Things” (al-thaqalayn). It is thus impossible to miss his
message in any circumstance: the offspring of the Messenger of Allah are his

.khalifahs and the masters and guides over his Ummah after him

Meanwhile, the Rasul also described his offspring as being eternally inseparable from
the Qur’an until the Day of

p: 48

Abu Zakariyyah Yahya b. Sharaf al-Nawawi, Sharh Sahih Muslim (Beirut: Dar al- - 1
Kitab al-‘Arabi; 1407 H) vol. 15, p. 180

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 2
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1873,
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:Resurrection

ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرتفی  نل  امهناو 

Verily, both shall NEVER separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-
.Fount

?What does this mean

There is no doubt: the Messenger of Allah is the most eloquent of all of his Lord’s
creation. This is why he was able to convey some of his most significant messages
through that single statement. He absolutely ruled out the possibility of any form of
separation between the Qur’an and his offspring at any moment in the lifetime of this

:earth. So, we ask

Does sin cause a separation between us and the Qur’an in our sinful acts? Of course,
there is no doubt about this! This means then that the offspring of the Prophet never
commit sinful acts. Otherwise, they would be separated from the Qur’an, at least for

.the duration of their sinful acts

Does heresy – whether in beliefs or actions – cause a separation between us and the
Qur’an? There is no doubt about this too. Heresies of all sorts contradict the Qur’an,

.and whoever possesses any heresy is in contradiction to the Book of Allah

Therefore, whatsoever the offspring of the Prophet believe, say, do or teach is the
true, pure guidance from Allah and His Messenger. It is absolutely impossible for the
offspring to be heretical in absolutely anything. Otherwise, they would be separated

.from the Qur’an, at least for the duration of the heresy

Allah and His Messenger have joined together the Qur’an and the offspring, and have
made them eternally inseparable

p: 49
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till the Day of al-Qiyamah. This is also a command to every believer not to ever
separate them in any circumstance. If you love the Qur’an, you must love the
offspring too. If you respect the Qur’an, you must respect the offspring too. If you
follow the Qur’an, you must follow the offspring too. If you obey the Qur’an, you must
obey the offspring too. If you consider the Qur’an to be your Imam, you must take the
offspring too as your Imams. If you consider the Qur’an to be your supreme guide in

.any affair, you must take the offspring too as your supreme guides in all your affairs

This last point is re-emphasized by ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) in these words while
:writing about the Qur’an and Sunnah

تیتأ ینإ  لاأ  ملسو " :  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هلوق  کلذ  یلإ  راشأ  امک  ادبأ  امهنیب  لصف  ادحاو لا  اردصم  هنـسلاو  باتکلا  رابتعا  بجی  لب 
 " ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  هلوقو " : هنسلا  ینعی  هعم "  هلثمو  نآرقلا 

Rather, it is obligatory to consider the Book and the Sunnah as a single source, with no
difference between them both, AS INDICATED IN THE STATEMENT of the Messenger
of Allah, peace be upon him: “I have been given the Qur’an and its likeness with it”,
that is the Sunnah, AND HIS STATEMENT, “Both shall never separate until they meet

(me at the Lake-Fount.”(1

The ‘Allamah considers the phrase “both shall never separate from each other” to be
an order against discrimination between

p: 50

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 1
Ashqudri al-Albani, Manzilah al-Sunnah fi al-Islam (Kuwait: Dar al-Salafiyyah; 4th

edition, 1404 H), p. 22
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the two. Of course, he has applied the phrase to the Sunnah, even though its only
reliable chains link with the offspring of the Prophet and nothing else. Yet, we
understand from al-Albani’s submission that it is “obligatory” to consider the Qur’an
and the offspring as a single source of guidance and knowledge in Islam, with no
difference between them both, as indicated in the words of the Prophet: “both shall
never separate from each other”. As such, whosoever follows the Qur’an in all
matters, but does not obey the offspring in all matters, has defied the Order of Allah

.and His Messenger, and has thereby become a plain heretic

Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: The Prophet At Unindentified Places ( 7

There are reports of Hadith al-Thaqalayn which do not name the locations where it
was delivered. It is therefore possible that the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, also
uttered them at Ghadir Khumm, in addition to his other pronouncements. Meanwhile,
it is equally probable that the sermons were given at other places, before or after

(: Ghadir Khumm. Let us start with this riwayah by Imam al-Fasawi (d. 277 H

ینإ  : ملـسو هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  لاق : مقرأ  نب  دـیز  نع  یحـضلا  یبأ  نع  هللا  دـیبع  نب  نسحلا  نع  ریرج  انثدـح   : لاق ییحی  انثدـح 
.ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  یتیب  لهأ  یترتعو  لجو  زع  هللا  باتک  اولضت  نل  هب  متکسمت  نإ  ام  مکیف  كرات 

:Yahya – Jarir - al-Hasan b. ‘Ubayd Allah – Abu al-Dhuha – Zayd b. Arqam

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: “I am leaving behind over

p: 51
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you that which if you adhere to it you will never go astray: the Book of Allah the
Almighty and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall never separate from each

(other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.”(1

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) states concerning the first narrator

مامإ تبث  هقث  يروباسینلا  ایرکز  وبأ  یمیمتلا  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  ریکب  نب  ییحی  نب  ییحی 

Yahya b. Yahya b. Bukayr b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Tamimi, Abu Zakariyyah al-Naysaburi:
(Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt (accurate), an Imam.(2

:What about the second narrator? Al-Hafiz submits

هقث اهیضاقو  يرلا  لیزن  یفوکلا  یبضلا  هلمهم  ءاط  اهدعب  ءارلا  نوکسو  فاقلا  مضب  طرق  نب  دیمحلا  دبع  نب  ریرج 

Jarir b. ‘Abd al-Hamid b. Qurt al-Dhabi al-Kufi, a resident of al-Rayy and its judge:
(Thiqah (trustworthy).(3

:The third narrator is thiqah (trustworthy) as well, according to al-Hafiz

لضاف هقث  یفوکلا  هورع  وبأ  یعخنلا  هورع  نب  هللا  دیبع  نب  نسحلا 

Al-Hasan b. ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Urwah al-Nakha’i, Abu ‘Urwah al-Kufi: Thiqah
((trustworthy), fadhil (virtuous).(4

:And the last narrator is like that too, as affirmed by al-Hafiz

لضاف هقث  هتینکب  روهشم  راطعلا  یفوکلا  یحضلا  وبأ  ینادمهلا  ریغصتلاب  حیبص  نب  ملسم 

Muslim b. Subayh al-Hamdani, Abu al-Dhuha al-Kufi al-‘Attar, well-known with his
(kunya: Thiqah (trustworthy), fadhil (virtuous).(5

All the narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), and the chain is fully connected. So, it is an
!absolutely sahih chain

:Meanwhile, Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) has also recorded a shahid for it

یبأ نب  بیبح  نع  شمعلأا  دیعـس و  یبأ  نع  هیطع  نع  شمعلأا  انثدح  لاق  لیـضف  نب  دمحم  انثدح  یفوک  رذـنملا  نب  یلع  انثدـح 
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هللا یضر  مقرأ  نب  دیز  نع  تباث 

p: 52

Abu Yusuf Ya’qub b. Sufyan al-Fasawi, al-Ma’rifah wa al-Tarikh (Beirut: Dar al- - 1
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah) [annotator: Khalil al-Mansur], vol. 1, p. 294

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 2
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. 318,

7696
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 3
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 158,

.918. We have already mentioned his trustworthiness previously in this book
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 4
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 158,

918, vol. 1, p. 206, 1258
Ibid, vol. 2, p. 179, 6653 - 5
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رخلآا نم  مظعأ  امهدـحأ  يدـعب  اولـضت  نل  هب  متکـسمت  نإ  ام  مکیف  كرات  ینإ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  ـلااق :  اـمهنع 
امهیف ینوفلخت  فیک  اورظناف  ضوحلا  یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نلو  یتیب  لهأ  یترتعو  ضرلأا  یلإ  ءامسلا  نم  دودمم  لبح  هللا  باتک 

Ali b. al-Mundhir Kufi – Muhammad b. Fudhayl – al-A’mash – ‘Atiyyah – Abu Sa’id (al-‘
Khudri): AND al-‘Amash – Habib b. Abi Thabit – Zayd b. Arqam, may Allah be pleased

:with them both

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “I am leaving behind over you that
which if you adhere to it you will never go astray after me. One of them is greater than
the other: the Book of Allah - a rope stretching from the heaven to the earth - and my
offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Both shall never separate from each other until they meet

(me at the Lake-Fount. Therefore, watch carefully how you treat them after me.”(1

:Al-Tirmidhi says

بیرغ نسح  ثیدح  اذهو 

(And this hadith is hasan gharib (i.e. has a hasan chain).(2

:And ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) states

حیحص

(Sahih(3

:Sayyid Hasan al-Saqqaf also has this comment

نم مظعأ  امهدحأ  يدعب  اولـضت  نل  هب  متکـسمت  نإ  ام  مکیف  كرات  ینإ  ظفلب  حیحـص  دنـسب   3788  ) مقرب يذمرتلا 663/5 ) هاورو 
ینوفلخت فیک  اورظناف  ضوحلا  یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نلو  یتیب  لهأ  یترتعو  ضرلأا  یلإ  ءامسلا  نم  دودمم  لبح  هللا  باتک  رخلآا 

امهیف

:Al-Tirmidhi (5/663, 3788) recorded it WITH A SAHIH CHAIN, with this wording

I am leaving behind over you that which if you adhere to“

p: 53
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Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 1
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 5, p. 663 3788
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3
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it you will never go astray after me. One of them is greater than the other: the Book of
Allah - a rope stretching from the heaven to the earth - and my offspring, my Ahl al-
Bayt. Both shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-

(Fount. Therefore, watch carefully how you treat them after me.”(1

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) further documents

هللا لوسر  لاق  لاق  يردخلا  دیعس  یبأ  نع  یفوعلا  هیطع  نع  نامیلـس  یبأ  نب  کلملا  دبع  انث  ریمن  نب  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
دودمم لبح  هللا  باتک  رخلآا  نم  ربکأ  امهدحأ  نیلقثلا  يدعب  اولضت  نل  هب  متذخأ  نا  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دق  ینا  ملـس : هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرتفی  نل  امهناو  لاا  یتیب  لهأ  یترتعو  ضرلأا  یلإ  ءامسلا  نم 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Ibn Numayr – ‘Abd al-Malik b.‘
:Abi Sulayman – ‘Atiyyah al-‘Awfi – Abu Sa’id al-Khudri

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I have left behind over you that
which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray after me: the Two Weighty Things
(al-thaqalayn). One of them both is greater than the other: the Book of Allah - a rope
stretching from the heaven to the earth – and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Take
note: verily, both shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the

(Lake-Fount.”(2

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

 " ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرتفی  نل  امهنإو  هلوق "  نود  حیحص  ثیدح 

It

p: 54

Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Saqqaf al-Qurashi al-Hashimi al-Husayni, Sahih Sharh al-‘Aqidah al- - 1
Tahawiyyah (Amman: Dar Imam al-Nawawi; 1st edition, 1416 H), p. 654

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 2
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 59, 11578
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is a sahih hadith, with the exception of the statement “And, verily, both shall never
(separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount”.(1

Apparently, al-Arnaut rejects the authenticity of the last phrase of the hadith, and
accepts all the others. But, this is strange, indeed! We have already quoted absolutely
sahih chains – in the reports of Zayd b. Arqam – in this book which establish the
authenticity of that phrase. Shaykh al-Arnaut apparently rushed to his conclusion
without adequate research. Besides, the chain of this last riwayah above is reliable as
well, as ‘Allamah al-Albani declares, after quoting that exact same report from

:Musnad Ahmad

.دهاوشلا یف  نسح  دانسإ  وهو 

(And it is a chain that is hasan through the shawahid (corroborating evidences).(2

Interestingly, this is what al-Arnaut himself says about the same hadith of ‘Atiyyah
:above from the same Abu Sa’id al-Khudri, with the same chain, in another book

.دهاوشلاب نسح  هدنس 

(Its chain is hasan through the shawahid.(3

So, indeed, all the parts of the hadith are firmly established through this sanad and
.the sahih others

(Hadith Al-Khalifatayn: The Messenger Named His Successors (Part 1 ( 8

:Imam al-Fasawi (d. 277 H) records

ینإ ملسو : هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق : تباث  نب  دیز  نع  ناسح  نب  مساق  نع  نیکرلا  نع  کیرـش  اربخأ  لاق : هللا  دیبع  انثدح 
.ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  یتیب  لهأ  یترتعو  لجو  زع  هللا  باتک  یتفیلخ  مکیف  كرات 

:Ubayd Allah – Sharik – al-Rukayn – Qasim b. Hassan – Zayd b. Thabit‘

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I am leaving behind over you

p: 55
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Ibid - 1
Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 2
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa
Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),

vol. 4, p. 357, 1761
Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Wazir al-Yamani, al-‘Awasim wa al-Qawasim fi al-Dhabb - 3
‘an Sunnah Abi al-Qasim (Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 2nd edition, 1416 H) [annotator:

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 178, footnote 1
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MY KHALIFAH: the Book of Allah the Almighty and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily,
(both shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.”(1

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) states about the first narrator

عیشتی ناک  هقث  دمحم  وبأ  یفوکلا  یسبعلا  ماذاب  راتخملا  یبأ  نب  یسوم  نب  هللا  دیبع 

Ubayd Allah b. Musa b. Abi al-Mukhtar al-‘Ubsi al-Kufi, Abu Muhammad: Thiqah‘
((trustworthy), he was a Shi’i.(2

:Concerning the second narrator, Sharik, Imam al-Mizzi (d. 742 H) submits

هب جتحاو  تاعباتملا ،"  یف "  ملسم  هل  يورو  .هریغو  هلاـصلا "  یف  نیدیلا  عفر  یف "  هل  يورو  عماجلا "  یف "  يراخبلا  هب  دهـشتسا 
.نوقابلا

Al-Bukhari uses him as a witness in al-Jami’ (i.e. Sahih al-Bukhari), and narrates from
him under the Chapter “Raising both Hands in Salat” and others. Muslim too narrates
from him in mutaba’at (supporting narrations), and others rely upon him as a

(hujjah.(3

:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) makes a similar statement about him

.هریغو یئاسنلا ، هب  جتحاو  هعباتم ، ملسم  هل  جرخو  يراخبلا ، هب  دهشتسا  تلق :

I (al-Dhahabi) say: Al-Bukhari uses him as a witness, and Muslim narrates from him in
(mutaba’at. Al-Nasai and others rely upon him as a hujjah.(4

So, the overwhelming majority of classical Sunni hadith scientists considered him a
hujjah in his own right. Meanwhile, Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) has a completely
different view of Imam Muslim’s (d. 261 H) treatment of Sharik. For instance, he states

:about a riwayah

یعخنلا هللا  دبع  نب  کیرشب  جتحا  دقف  ملسم  طرش  یلع  دهاش  هلو 

It has a shahid (witness), which is upon

p: 56
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Abu Yusuf Ya’qub b. Sufyan al-Fasawi, al-Ma’rifah wa al-Tarikh (Beirut: Dar al- - 1
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah) [annotator: Khalil al-Mansur], vol. 1, p. 294

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 2
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 640,

4361
Jamal al-Din Abu al-Hajjaj Yusuf al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-Kamal fi Asma al-Rijal (Beirut: - 3

Muasassat al-Risalah; 2nd edition, 1413 H), vol. 12, p. 475, 2736
Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam wa - 4
Wafiyat al-Mashahir wa al-A’lam (Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1407 H)

[annotator: Dr. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam Tadmuri], vol. 11, p. 169
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the standard of Muslim, for he (Muslim) has relied upon Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nakha’i
(as a hujjah.(1

:He repeats elsewhere

هب جتحی  نأ  وهو  هللا  دبع  نب  کیرشب  ملسم  جتحا  دقو 

Imam) Muslim has relied upon Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah as a hujjah, and he is to be relied)
(upon as a hujjah.(2

:And, again

هللا دبع  نب  کیرشب  جتحا  دق  املسم  نإف  حیحص  بیرغ  وهو 

(It is gharib sahih, for Muslim has relied upon Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah has a hujjah.(3

In simpler terms, the ahadith of Sharik are sahih upon the standard of Imam Muslim,
!according to al-Hakim

Al-Hafiz, on his part, gives us some additional information about Sharik, which may
explain the reluctance of al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) - and possibly Imam Muslim too -

:concerning his reports

ءاـضقلا یلو  ذـنم  هظفح  ریغت  اریثـک  ئطخی  قودـص  هللا  دـبع  وبأ  هفوکلا  مث  طـساوب  یـضاقلا  یفوـکلا  یعخنلا  هللا  دـبع  نب  کـیرش 
عدبلا لهأ  یلع  ادیدشو  ادباع  لاضاف  لاداع  ناکو  هفوکلاب 

Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nakha’i al-Kufi al-Qadi, (resided) first at Wasit and then Kufah,
Abu ‘Abd Allah: Saduq (very truthful), made a lot of mistakes. His memory deteriorated
since he became the judge in Kufah. He was just, excellent, a great worshipper of

(Allah, and he was severe against the people of bid’ah.(4

He developed a memory problem when he became the judge of Kufah. Before this
period, he was a completely accurate narrator. However, Imam Ibn ‘Adi (d. 365 H)
makes an important observation about him in this regard, which must be taken into

:consideration
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هحصلا هثیدح  یلع  بلاغلاو 

p: 57

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 65, 45
Ibid, vol. 1, p. 193, 377 - 2
Ibid, vol. 1, p. 539, 1412 - 3

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 4
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 417,

2795
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هظفح ءوس  نم  هیف  یتأ  امنإ  هرکنلا  نم  هثیدح  یف  عقی  يذلاو  ءاوتسلااو 

The overwhelming majority of his ahadith are sahih and accurate (from his shuyukh).
(As for the repugnancy in his ahadith, that occurred only due to his poor memory.(1

This puts things into their proper perspective. Despite his memory problems, most of
his ahadith are still sahih and accurate. So, when it is said that he made “a lot” of
mistakes, this was relative. His many mistakes affected only a small minority of his

:ahadith. To get a clearer picture, this is what Imam al-‘Ijli (d. 261 H) states

یطساولا قرزلأا  فسوی  نب  قاحـسإ  هنع  سانلا  يورأ  ناکو  ثیدحلا  نسح  ناکو  هقث  یفوک  یـضاقلا  یعخنلا  هللا  دبع  نب  کیرش 
ثیدح فلاآ  هعست  هنم  عمس 

Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nakha’i, the judge, Kufi: Thiqah (trustworthy), and he was
hasan al-hadith (i.e. his ahadith are hasan). The one who narrated most from him was

(Ishaq b. Yusuf al-Azraq al-Wasiti. He heard 9000 (nine thousand) ahadith from him.(2

Apparently, Sharik was indeed a very prolific narrator. He narrated 9000 ahadith to
Ishaq alone! How many more then did he transmit to others? Obviously, there were
more! Meanwhile, let us assume – for the sake of argument - that Sharik narrated
only those 9000 throughout his lifetime. So, in what percentage of them did he make

:mistakes due to his poor memory? Imam Ibn ‘Adi records the answer

ثیدح هیام  عبرأ  یف  کیرش  أطخأ  لوقی  يرهوجلا  دیعس  نب  میهاربإ  تعمس  نانس  نب  رمع  انثدح 

Umar b. Sinan narrated to‘

p: 58

Abu Ahmad ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Adi al-Jirjani, al-Kamil fi Dhu’afa al-Rijal (Dar al-Fikr li al- - 1
Taba’at wa al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 3rd edition, 1409 H), vol. 4, p. 22, 888/8

Abu al-Hasan Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Salih al-‘Ijli al-Kufi, Ma’rifat al-Thiqat - 2
(Madinah: Maktabah al-Dar; 1st edition, 1405 H), vol. 1, p. 453, 727
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us that he heard Ibrahim b. Sa’d al-Jawhari saying: “Sharik made mistakes in 400 (four
(hundred) ahadith.”(1

In other words, Sharik made mistakes – due to his poor memory - in 4 out of every 90
ahadith; and he authentically and accurately transmitted 86 out of every 90 ahadith
from his shuyukh. For Allah’s sake, is this enough to call for his head and abandon all
his ahadith as some from the Ahl al-Sunnah have done? What are all these bloated

?statements about him then

This revelation obviously lays the exaggerations and the exaggerated positions
concerning him to rest. His case was not as serious as some make it out to be. No
wonder, most of the classical Sunni hadith collectors relied upon him as a hujjah in

:their books. Imam al-Dhahabi too concludes about him

جرخو يراخبلا  هب  دهشتسا  دقو  .دیز  نب  دامحک  ناقتلاا  یف  وه  سیل  ارثکم  اثدحمو  اهیقف  امامإ  ثیدحلا  نسح  کیرـش  ناک  تلق :
.نسحلا ماسقأ  نم  هثیدحو  نیعم ...  نب  ییحی  هقثوو  .هعباتم  ملسم  هل 

I (al-Dhahabi) say: Sharik was hasan al-hadith (i.e. his ahadith are hasan). He was an
Imam, a jurist, a prolific hadith narrator. He was not as precise as Hammad b. Zayd.
Al-Bukhari has used him as a witness, Muslim has narrated mutaba’at reports from
him, and Yahya b. Ma’in declared him thiqah (trustworthy) ... His ahadith are in the

(hasan categories.(2

:Imam al-‘Ijli has a similar submission

ثیدحلا نسح  ناکو  هقث  یفوک  یضاقلا  یعخنلا  هللا  دبع  نب  کیرش 

(, Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nakha’i, the judge, Kufi: Thiqah (trustworthy

p: 59

Abu Ahmad ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Adi al-Jirjani, al-Kamil fi Dhu’afa al-Rijal (Dar al-Fikr li al- - 1
Taba’at wa al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 3rd edition, 1409 H), vol. 4, p. 8, 888/8

Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirat al-Huffaz (Beirut: Dar al- - 2
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1419 H) [annotator: Zakariyyah ‘Umayrat], vol. 1, p. 170
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(and he was hasan al-hadith (i.e. his ahadith are hasan).(1

:Imam al-Haythami (d. 807 H) also says

ثیدحلا نسح  وهو  یعخنلا  هللا  دبع  نب  کیرش  ریغ  حیحصلا  لاجر  نیتیاورلا  لاجرو  دمحأ  هلک  هاور 

It is entirely recorded by Ahmad, and the narrators of the two reports are narrators of
the Sahih, except Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nakha’i who is hasan al-hadith (i.e. his ahadith

(are hasan).(2

So, Sharik was a thiqah (trustworthy) narrator who made many mistakes in 4 out of
every 90 of his ahadith. He was taken as a hujjah by most of the classical Sunni hadith
collectors, including possibly Imam Muslim. However, due to his errors, his ahadith are
only of the hasan grading, according to some top Sunni hadith scientists. In our
humble view, making mistakes in 4 out of every 90 ahadith is not enough to degrade
his ahadith from the level of sahih reports or to reject them altogether as some

!Sunnis do

The third narrator, al-Rukayn (previously mistakenly mis-transliterated as al-Rakin),
(: is thiqah (trustworthy), as quoted by Imam Ibn Shahin (d. 385 H

دمحأ هلاق  هقث  عیبرلا  نب  نیکرلا 

(Al-Rukayn b. al-Rabi’: Thiqah (trustworthy). Ahmad said so.(3

Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H) has also included his name among the thiqah (trustworthy)
narrators.(4) More interestingly, al-Rukayn is relied upon as a hujjah by Imam Muslim
in his Sahih.(5) This, apparently, is also why Shaykh al-Arnaut has graded the chain of
an independent report by al-Rukayn as being “sahih upon the standard of (Imam)

(Muslim”.(6

Lastly, the fourth narrator is al-Qasim. He too

p: 60

Abu al-Hasan Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Salih al-‘Ijli al-Kufi, Ma’rifat al-Thiqat - 1
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(Madinah: Maktabah al-Dar; 1st edition, 1405 H), vol. 1, p. 453, 727
Nur al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Majma’ al-Zawaid (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1412 - 2

H), vol. 9, p. 164, 14712
Abu Hafs ‘Umar b. Shahin, Tarikh Asma al-Thiqat (Dar al-Salafiyyah; 1st edition, - 3

1404 H), p. 88, 369
Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad al-Tamimi al-Busti, Kitab al-Thiqat - 4

(Hyderabad: Majlis Dairat al-Ma’arif al-‘Uthmaniyyah; 1st edition, 1398 H), vol. 4, p. 243
See Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim - 5
(Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 3,

(p. 1685, 2136 (11
Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 6

[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 69, 16696
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:is thiqah (trustworthy). Imam Ibn Shahin again states

حلاص نب  دمحأ  هلاق  هقث  تباث  نب  دیز  نع  يور  يذلا  ناسح  نب  مساقلا 

Al-Qasim b. Hassan(1) who narrated from Zayd b. Thabit is thiqah (trustworthy).
(Ahmad b. Salih said so.(2

He is equally mentioned by Imam Ibn Hibban among the thiqah (trustworthy)
:narrators.(3) Besides, Imam al-‘Ijli further submits

هقث یعبات  یفوک  ناسح  نب  مساقلا 

(Al-Qasim b. Hassan, a Kufi Tabi’i: Thiqah (trustworthy).(4

:Imam al-Dhahabi also says

.قثو سیق ، نب  دیلولاو  عیبرلا ، نب  نیکرلا  هنعو  هعامجو ، تباث ، نب  دیز  نع  يرماعلا ، ناسح  نب  مساقلا 

Al-Qasim b. Hasan al-‘Amiri: He narrated from Zayd b. Thabit and some others, and
al-Rukayn b. al-Rabi’ and al-Walid b. Qays narrated from him. He was declared thiqah

((trustworthy).(5

In addition, both al-Hakim and al-Dhahabi have declared a sanad containing the
name of al-Rukayn b. al-Rabi’ narrating independently from al-Qasim b. Hassan –
who, in turn, also narrated independently from his shaykh - to be sahih.(6) Imam Ibn

:Khuzaymah (d. 311 H), as well, has relied upon this chain in his Sahih

ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نع  تباث  نب  دیز  نع  ناسح  نب  مساقلا  نع  عیبرلا  نب  نیکرلا  ینثدحو 

Al-Rukayn b. al-Rabi’ – al-Qasim b. Hassan – Zayd b. Thabit – the Prophet, peace be
(upon him.(7

Obviously, Ibn Khuzaymah considers them both to be thiqah (trustworthy) or, at least,
saduq (very truthful). Shaykh Dr. al-A’zami, in his tahqiq of the above chain,

:comments

حیحص هدانسإ 
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(Its chain is sahih(8

So, all the narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), and the chain is fully connected.
,Therefore, the sanad of Hadith al-Khalifatayn is sahih

p: 61

.Previously mistakenly mis-transliterated as al-Qasim b. Hisan - 1
Abu Hafs ‘Umar b. Shahin, Tarikh Asma al-Thiqat (Dar al-Salafiyyah; 1st edition, - 2

1404 H), p. 189, 1148
Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad al-Tamimi al-Busti, Kitab al-Thiqat - 3

(Hyderabad: Majlis Dairat al-Ma’arif al-‘Uthmaniyyah; 1st edition, 1398 H), vol. 7, p. 335
Abu al-Hasan Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Salih al-‘Ijli al-Kufi, Ma’rifat al-Thiqat - 4

(Madinah: Maktabah al-Dar; 1st edition, 1405 H), vol. 2, p. 210, 1495
Shams al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. al-Dhahabi al-Dimashqi, al- - 5
Kashif fi Ma’rifat Man Lahu Riwayat fi al-Kutub al-Sittah (Jeddah: Dar al-Qiblah li al-

Thaqafat al-Islamiyyah; 1st edition, 1413 H), vol. 2, p. 127, 4506
Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 6
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 4, p. 216, 7418
Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Khuzaymah al-Sulami al-Naysaburi, Sahih (Beirut: - 7
al-Maktab al-Islami; 1390 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and Dr.

Muhammad Mustafa al-A’zami], vol. 2, p. 294, 1345
Ibid - 8
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.or at least hasan

In the hadith, the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, explicitly identified the Qur’an and
his offspring to be “my khalifah.” This means that they are his khalifahs. The word
“khalifah” – though singular - may be used to refer to a single individual, or to a group,

:as Imam al-Raghib al-Isfahani (d. 501 H) explains

 ، هدلاوأ وحلاصو  وه  دـیرأ  لب  طقف ،  ملاـسلا  هیلع  مدآ  هب  دری  مل  هفیلخلا  نإف  عمج ،  وه ]  ] انهاهو عمجلاو ،  دـحاولل  لاـقی  هفیلخلاو 
هؤافلخ مهف 

The word khalifah is used to refer to a single person or to a group. Here (under Qur’an
2:30), it is plural. This is because the word Khalifah (there) does not refer to Adam,
peace be upon him, alone. Rather, it refers to him and the righteous ones among his

(offspring. So, they are His (i.e. Allah’s) Khalifahs.(1

Of course, the implication is the same – whether “khalifah” (singular) is used, or
(. “khulafa” (plural

Besides, the khalifah is the one who takes the place of another one, who is physically
absent for one reason or another. Imam Ibn al-Athir (d. 606 H), the grand Sunni hadith

:lexicographer, submits

هدسم دسیو  بهاذلا  ماقم  موقی  نم  هفیلخلا 

The khalifah is whoever stands in the position of the one who is physically absent and
(substitutes for him.(2

So, it is the Qur’an and the Prophet’s offspring that have been “left behind” by him to
.stand in his position, and to substitute for him, over his Ummah after him

(Hadith Al-Khalifatayn: The Messenger Named His Successors (Part 2 ( 9

The Prophet of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi

p: 62
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Abu al-Qasim al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. al-Mufadhdhal al-Raghib al-Isfahani, - 1
Tafsir al-Raghib al-Isfahani wa Muqadimmatuh (Kulliyat al-Adab, Jami’ah Tanta; 1st

edition, 1412 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Basyuni], vol. 1, p. 139
Ibn al-Athir, Abu Sa’adat al-Mubarak b. Muhammad al-Jazari, al-Nihayah fi Gharib - 2
al-Hadith wa al-Athar (Qum: Muasassat Isma’iliyyan) [annotator: Mahmud

Muhammad al-Tanahi and Tahir Ahmad al-Zawi], vol. 2, p. 69

Hadith Al-Thaqalayn, the Deposed Will of the Last
Prophet to Humanity

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized
researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 91 of 287

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


wa alihi, further named the Qur’an and his offspring as the two khalifahs (al-
khalifatayn) over the Ummah after him. This means that the Book of Allah is one

.khalifah, and the offspring is another khalifah

As we established at the end of the last chapter, the word “khalifah” may be employed
in reference to a group, to indicate the khilafah of each one of them. So, the Qur’an is
the khalifah of Muhammad over his Ummah, and members of his offspring are also

.his khulafa (successors) over them

Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah (d. 235 H) records one of these ahadith naming the two
:khalifahs

نیتفیلخلا مکیف  تکرت  ینإ  لاق :  هعفری  تباـث  نب  دـیز  نع  ناـسح  نب  مساـقلا  نع  نیکرلا  نع  کیرـش  نع  دعـس  نب  رمع  دواد  وبأ 
.ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  یترتعو ، هللا  باتک   : نیتلماک

Abu Dawud ‘Umar b. Sa’d – Sharik – al-Rukayn – al-Qasim b. Hassan – Zayd b. Thabit
:– the Prophet

I have left behind over you the two all-comprehensive khalifahs: the Book of Allah“
and my offspring. Verily, both shall never separate from each other until they meet

(me at the Lake-Fount.”(1

:The annotators declare

دهاوش هل  حیحص ، ثیدحلاو 

(The hadith is sahih. It has witnesses (shawahid).(2

The only new name here that needs verification is ‘Umar b. Sa’d, the first narrator.
:Concerning him, al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) states

دباع هقث  هفوکلاب  عضوم  یلإ  هبسن  ءافلاو  هلمهملا  حتفب  يرفحلا  دواد  وبأ  دیبع  نب  دعس  نب  رمع 

Umar b. Sa’d b. ‘Ubayd, Abu Dawud al-Hafari: Thiqah (trustworthy), a great‘
(worshipper of Allah.(3
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,So

p: 63

Abu Bakr ‘Abd Allah b. Abi Shaybah, Musnad Ibn Abi Shaybah (Riyadh: Dar al- - 1
Watan; 1st edition, 1418 H) [annotators: ‘Adil b. Yusuf al-‘Azazi and Ahmad b. Farid al-

Mazidi], vol. 1, p. 108
Ibid - 2

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 3
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 718,

4920
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.the chain is sahih, or at least hasan

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) too documents

هللا لوسر  لاق  لاق  تباث  نب  دیز  نع  ناسح  نب  مساقلا  نع  نیکرلا  نع  کیرـش  انث  رماع  نب  دوسلأا  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
ضرلأا یلإ  ءامـسلا  نیب  اـم  وأ  ضرـلأاو  ءامـسلا  نیب  اـم  دودـمم  لـبح  هللا  باـتک  نیتفیلخ  مکیف  كراـت  ینا  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  یتیب  لهأ  یترتعو 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – al-Aswad b. ‘Amir – Sharik – al-‘
:Rukayn – al-Qasim b. Hassan – Zayd b. Thabit

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “I am leaving behind over you two
khalifahs: the Book of Allah – a rope stretching between the heaven and the earth or
from the heaven to the earth – and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall

(never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

کیرش ظفح  ءوسل  فیعض  دانسإ  اذهو  ضوحلا " یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو   : " هلوق نود  هدهاوشب  حیحص  ثیدح 

The hadith is sahih through its shawahid (witnesses), except his statement “Both shall
never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.” This chain is

(dha’if due to the poor memory of Sharik.(2

So, his only problem with the chain is Sharik. However, the hadith of Sharik is either
sahih or hasan, as we have established in the last chapter. The position of al-Arnaut is

.therefore nothing but an unnecessary exaggeration

There is only one

p: 64

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 181, 21618

Ibid - 2
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narrator in this chain of Ahmad that needs to be investigated: al-Aswad b. ‘Amir. This
:is what al-Hafiz says about him

هقث ناذاش  بقلیو  نمحرلا  دبع  ابأ  ینکی  دادغب  لیزن  یماشلا  رماع  نب  دوسلأا 

Al-Aswad b. ‘Amir al-Shami, a resident of Baghdad, his kunya was Abu ‘Abd al-
(Rahman and his laqab was Shadhan: Thiqah (trustworthy).(1

.Therefore, the chain is sahih, or at least hasan due to Sharik

:Ahmad further records

هللا لوسر  لاق  لاق  تباث  نب  دیز  نع  ناسح  نب  مساقلا  نع  نیکرلا  نع  کیرـش  انث  يریبزلا  دمحأ  وبأ  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
اعیمج ضوحلا  یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  یتیب  لهأو  هللا  باتک  نیتفیلخ  مکیف  كرات  ینإ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Abu Ahmad al-Zubayri – Sharik‘
:– al-Rukayn – al-Qasim b. Hassan – Zayd b. Thabit

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I am leaving behind over you two
khalifahs: the Book of Allah and my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall never separate from

(each other until they meet me together at the Lake-Fount.”(2

:Al-Arnaut again says

 " اعیمج ضوحلا  یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  هلوق " :  نود  هدهاوشب  حیحص  ثیدح 

The hadith is sahih through its shawahid, except his statement, “Both shall never
(separate from each other until they meet me together at the Lake-Fount.”(3

The sole unverified narrator here is al-Zubayri, and this is what al-Hafiz submits
:concerning him

دق هنأ  لاإ  تبث  هقث  یفوکلا  يریبزلا  دمحأ  وبأ  يدسلأا  مهرد  نب  رمع  نب  ریبزلا  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  دمحم 

p: 65

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 1
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al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 102,
504

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 2
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 189, 21697

Ibid - 3
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يروثلا ثیدح  یف  ئطخی 

Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Zubayr b. ‘Umar b. Dirham al-Asadi, Abu Ahmad al-
Zubayri al-Kufi: Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt (accurate), except that he made mistakes

(in the hadith of al-Thawri.(1

Well, this is not an hadith of al-Thawri. As such, the chain is sahih – or at least, hasan.
Through it, all the parts of the hadith, including those denied by al-Arnaut, are firmly

.established

:Imam Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H) has documented the hadith too

لوسر لاق  لاق  تباث  نب  دیز  نع  ناسح ، نب  مساقلا  نع  نیکرلا  نع  کیرش ، نع  يرفحلا ، دواد  وبأ  دعـس  نب  ورمع  انث  رکب ، وبأ  انث 
یلع ادری  یتح  اـقرفتی  نل  اـمهنإو  یتیب  لـهأ  یترتعو  هللا  باـتک  يدـعب ، نم  نیتـفیلخلا  مکیف  كراـت  ینإ  ملـسو : هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا 

.ضوحلا

Abu Bakr – ‘Amr b. Sa’d Abu Dawud al-Hafari – Sharik – al-Rukayn – al-Qasim b.
:Hassan – Zayd b. Thabit

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “I am leaving behind over you the
two khalifahs after me: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both

(shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.”(2

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) declares‘

ثیدـحلاو .لاحلا  لوهجم  ناسح  نب  مساـقلاو  یـضاقلا  هللا  دـبع  نبا  وهو  کیرـش  ظـفح  ءوسل  فیعـض  هدانـسإو  .حیحـص  ثیدـح 
هیوقت دهاوش  هل  نلأ  هتححص  امنإو  .هب  کیرش  نع  نیرخآ  نیقیرط  نم  دمحأ 5/181-182 و189 و190  هجرخأ 

It is a sahih hadith. But, its chain is dha’if due to the poor memory of Sharik, and he
was Ibn ‘Abd Allah

p: 66
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Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 2
al-Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1400 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-

Din al-Albani], vol. 2, pp. 350-351, 754
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the Judge. Also, al-Qasim b. Hassan is majhul al-hal (i.e. his status is unknown). The
hadith is recorded by Ahmad (5/181-182, 189, and 190) through two other chains from
Sharik with it. I have only declared it sahih because it has witnesses (shawahid) that

(strengthen it.(1

Obviously, our ‘Allamah too was infected by the anti-Sharik fallacy. In any case, Sharik
was hasan al-hadith. Moreover, al-Qasim b. Hassan is not majhul al-hal. His status is

.known, and he is thiqah (trustworthy), as we have proved

:The new name here is Abu Bakr, and this is what al-Hafiz says about him

فیناصت بحاص  ظفاح  هقث  یفوکلا  هبیش  یبأ  نب  رکب  وبأ  لصلأا  یطساولا  نامثع  نب  میهاربإ  هبیش  یبأ  نب  دمحم  نب  هللا  دبع 

Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman, of Wasiti origin, Abu Bakr‘
(b. Abi Shaybah al-Kufi: Thiqah (trustworthy), a hadith scientist, author of books.(2

.So, the chain is either sahih or hasan

Hadith Al-Salat: The Prophetic Families ( 10

In every Ummah, there exists a prophetic family. This is the family of its prophet. On a
more specific note, the family of Nuh, ‘alaihi al-salam, were the prophetic family of his
Ummah. In the same manner, the family of Ibrahim, ‘alaihi al-salam were the

.prophetic family of his own Ummah too

In our own case, Muhammad, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, is our Prophet, and his family
are our prophetic family. This fact is recognized by ‘ulama of the Ahl al-Sunnah as

:well. For instance, al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 H) states

عافشتسلاا بابحتسا  سابعلا  هصق  نم  دافتسیو 

p: 67
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هوبنلا تیب  لهأو  حلاصلاو  ریخلا  لهأب 

It is learnt from the story of al-‘Abbas that it is recommended to seek the intercession
(of righteous people and the Prophetic Family.(1

:Imam al-Mubarakfuri (d. 1282 H) too, while commenting on a hadith, submits

هوبنلا تیب  لهأ  رئاسو  هسفن  هب  دیری  تیبلا  لهأ  يأ   } انصتخا ام  {

What has been bestowed to us exclusively}, meaning the Ahl al-Bayt. He meant with}
(it himself and the other members of the Prophetic Family.(2

Concerning the family of Prophet Ibrahim, Imam al-Zamakhshari (d. 538 H) says as
:well

امم اهلاثمأو  هذـه  نأ  اودارأ  تیبلا {  لهأ  مکیلع  هتاکربو  هللا  تمحر   { مهلوق یف  مهیلع  هّللا  تاولـص  هکئلاملا  تراشأ  کلذ  یلإو 
هوّبنلا تیب  لهأ  ای  هب  ماعنلإاب  مکصخیو  هزعلا  بر  هب  مکمرکی 

It was towards this that the angels, peace of Allah be upon them, indicated in their
statement {Mercy of Allah and His Blessings be upon you, O Ahl al-Bayt} [11:73]. They
meant that this and its likes are part of what the Lord of Honour has honoured you

(with, and He has specially bestowed good unto you with it, O Prophetic Family.(3

Here, the family of Prophet Ibrahim are referred to as an “Ahl al-Bayt” by the angels.
.They were the Prophetic Family of his Ummah too

Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H) also mentions a report about the family of Prophet
:Dawud, ‘alaihi al-salam

هللا مکقزر  ئشب  انیلع  اوقدصت  هوبنلا  تیب  لهأ  ای  لاقف : ملاسلا ، هیلع  دواد  باب  یلع  لئاس  فقو  لاق : هنأ  اضیأ  هنع  يورو 

It is also narrated from him that he said: “A beggar

p: 68
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al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1410

H), vol. 5, p. 288
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stopped at the door of Dawud, peace be upon him, and said, ‘O Prophetic Family! Give
(to us something that Allah has granted you.’”(1

Expectedly, prophetic families hold special positions in their respective Ummahs. For
:instance, Allah informs us about two of them in these verses

میلع عیمس  هللاو  ضعب  نم  اهضعب  هیرذ  نیملاعلا  یلع  نارمع  لآو  میهاربإ  لآو  احونو  مدآ  یفطصا  هللا  نإ 

Verily, Allah chose Adam, Nuh, the family of Ibrahim and the family of Imran above
the worlds. (They are) offspring, one of the other, and Allah is the All-Hearing, All-

(Knowing.(2

:There are two crucial points here

The prophetic families of Ibrahim and Imran were chosen above all the worlds. This
means that none outside those families can exercise authority or leadership over
them. Naturally, therefore, all masters and leaders over all others must come from

.them

Members of the prophetic families are “offspring” of one another. As a result, anyone
.outside the offspring of a prophet can never be part of his chosen family

Concerning the families of Prophet Nuh and Prophet Ibrahim, Allah informs us of how
:He chose them

نوقساف مهنم  ریثکو  دتهم  مهنمف  باتکلاو  هوبنلا  امهتیرذ  یف  انلعجو  میهاربإو  احون  انلسرأ  دقلو 

And indeed, We sent Nuh and Ibrahim, and We placed prophethood and the Book in
their offspring. Among them was he who was guided, but many of them were

(disobedient to Allah.(3

:Explaining this verse, al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir states

میهاربإ کلذکو  .هتیرذ  نمف  حون  دعب  نم  یبن  لک  يأ  [ 26 دیدحلا : ( ] باتکلاو هوبنلا  امهتیرذ  یف  انلعجو   ) میهاربإ یفو  هیف  لاقو 

He (Allah) says
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concerning him (i.e. Nuh) and Ibrahim {And We placed prophethood and the Book in
the offspring} [al-Hadid: 26], meaning: all prophets after Nuh were from his offspring.

(That was the case of Ibrahim too.(1

:Imam al-Tabari (d. 310 H) too says

، روبزلاو لـیجنلإاو ، هاروتلا ، بتکلا : تلزنأ  مهیلعو  اـمهتیرذ ، یف  هوبنلا  تناـک  کلذـکو   } باـتکلاو هوـبنلا  اـمهتیرذ  یف  اـنلعجو  {
هفورعملا بتکلا  رئاسو  ناقرفلاو ،

And We placed prophethood and the Book in the offspring} in the same manner,}
prophethood was in their offspring, and to them were revealed the divine scriptures:

(al-Tawrat, al-Injil, al-Zabur, al-Furqan, and the other well-known scriptures.(2

:With regards to Prophet Ibrahim specifically, we read

نیحلاصلا نمل  هرخلآا  یف  هنإو  ایندلا  یف  هرجأ  هانیتآو  باتکلاو  هوبنلا  هتیرذ  یف  انلعجو  بوقعیو  قاحسإ  هل  انبهوو 

And We bestowed on him Ishaq and Ya’qub, and We placed prophethood and the
Book in his offspring, and We granted him his reward in this world, and verily, in the

(Hereafter he is indeed among the righteous.(3

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir has this exegesis

نم لزن  باتک  لکو  هتیرذ  نم  وهف  هدـعب  ثعب  یبن  لکف  باـتکلاو  هوبنلا  هتیرذ  یف  لـعجو  باـتکلاو {… هوبنلا  هتیرذ  یف  اـنلعجو  {
هبقعو هلسن  دحأ  یلعف  هدعب  نم  ءایبنلاا  نم  یبن  یلع  ءامسلا 

And We placed prophethood and the Book in his offspring…} and He placed}
prophethood and the Book in his offspring. Therefore, all prophets sent after him
were from his offspring. Also, every scripture revealed from heaven to any prophet

(after him was sent to someone from his offspring and progeny.(4

This is expected, of course. None from outside the family of

p: 70
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Nuh was qualified to exercise authority or leadership over them. Allah placed him and
his family above all the worlds. So, all prophets, messengers, leaders and guides must
naturally be from them. The same goes for the family of Ibrahim. His family was
above all others, by Allah’s Decree. Therefore, all his successors, and all masters of

.mankind after him, were automatically from his offspring, his family

:This process started with Adam, ‘alaihi al-salam, the first prophet. The Qur’an states

مدآ هیرذ  نم  نییبنلا  نم  مهیلع  هللا  معنأ  نیذلا  کئلوأ 

Those were they unto whom Allah bestowed His Grace among the prophets from the
(offspring of Adam.(1

Logically, the immediate khalifahs of Adam would be from his children. The line of
prophets continued among his descendants until the time of Nuh. It was Nuh who
then founded a new dynasty – chosen above all creation - by Allah’s Decree, and the
line of prophets shifted to his offspring alone. Ibrahim was from the descendants of
Nuh, and he too founded a new dynasty – which was placed over the worlds; and all

.subsequent prophets naturally emerged from it

Meanwhile, the family of Ibrahim had some minor branches. One of them was
founded by his grandson, Ya’qub, ‘alaihi al-salam – who was also known as Israil.

:Commenting about his branch of the Ibrahimic tree, Allah states

نیملاعلا یلع  مهانلضفو  تابیطلا  نم  مهانقزرو  هوبنلاو  مکحلاو  باتکلا  لیئارسإ  ینب  انیتآ  دقلو 

And indeed, We gave the offspring of Israil the Book, and authority and prophethood,
and We provided them

p: 71
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(with good things, AND WE MADE THEM SUPERIOR ABOVE THE WORLDS.(1

We equally read about the families of Musa and Harun, ‘alaihima al-salam, also from
:the offspring of Ibrahim

هکئلاملا هلمحت  نوراه  لآو  یسوم  لآ  كرت  امم  هیقبو  مکبر  نم  هنیکس  هیف  توباتلا  مکیتأی  نأ  هکلم  هیآ  نإ  مهیبن  مهل  لاقو 

And their Prophet said to them, “Verily! The sign of his (i.e. Talut’s) kingdom is that
there shall come to you a wooden box, wherein is al-sakinah from your Lord, and a
remnant of that which was left behind by the family of Musa and the family of Harun,

(carried by the angels.”(2

This verse shows the high spiritual status of the families of Musa and Harun. Their
relics were protected in a box, and kept by angels. One may conclude that members
of these families too were high prophets, or at least some very great saints of Allah.

.Otherwise, angels had no business keeping their relics

Moreover, the angels were made to bring these relics to the Israelites as a proof of
the legitimacy of Talut’s divine kingdom. This fact alone establishes that the Israelites
held the families of Musa and Harun in the highest spiritual regards, and obviously

.considered them as masters as well

The family of Dawud, ‘alaihi al-salam, was another branch of the Ibrahimic lineage.
:Allah says

روکشلا يدابع  نم  لیلقو  ارکش  دوواد  لآ 

(Work you, O family of Dawud, with thanks.” But few of My slaves are grateful.(3“

Dawud, the founder of this branch, was a prophet, and a king. He was

p: 72
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.succeeded by his son, Sulayman, ‘alaihi al-salam, who was also a prophet and king

Then, there are two other branches of the tree of Ibrahim that we have not
:mentioned. Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) records about them

سابع نبا  لاـق  باـسح } ریغب  ءاـشی  نم  قزری  هلوق -  یلإ  نیملاـعلا -  یلع  نارمع  لآو  میهاربإ  لآو  اـحونو  مدآ  یفطـصا  هللا  نإ  {
میهاربإب سانلا  یلوأ  نإ   } لوقی ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  دمحم  لآو  نیسای  لآو  نارمع  لآو  میهاربإ  لآ  نم  نونمؤملا  نارمع { لآو  {

 . نونمؤملا مهو  هوعبتا } نیذلل 

Verily, Allah chose Adam, Nuh, the family of Ibrahim and the family of Imran above}
the worlds ... Allah provides sustenance to whom He wills, without limit.} Ibn ‘Abbas
said: “{and the family of Imran} They are the believers from the family of Ibrahim, the
family of ‘Imran, the family of Yasin AND THE FAMILY OF MUHAMMAD, peace be
upon him. He (Allah) says: {Verily, the most entitled to Ibrahim are those who followed

(him} They are the believers”.(1

:Prof. Ibn Yasin also submits

 } نیملاعلا یلع  نارمع  لآو  میهاربإ  لآو  احونو  مدآ  یفطصا  هللا  نإ  {

لآو میهاربإ  لآ  نم  نوـنمؤملا  مه  لاـق : ساـبع  نبا  نع  هحلط  یبأ  نب  یلع  نع  نسحلا  امهیدنـسب  متاـح  یبأ  نـباو  يربـطلا  جرخأ 
(. هوعبتا نیذلل  میهاربإب  سانلا  یلوأ  نإ   ) لجو زع  هللا  لوقی  دمحم  لآو  نیسای  لآ  نارمع :

Verily, Allah chose Adam, Nuh, the family of Ibrahim and the family of Imran above}
{the worlds

Al-Tabari and Ibn Abi Hatim record with their hasan chain from ‘Ali b. Abi Talhah from
Ibn ‘Abbas that he
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said, “They are the believers from the family of Ibrahim, the family of ‘Imran, the
family of Yasin AND THE FAMILY OF MUHAMMAD. Allah the Most Glorious say: {Verily,

(the most entitled to Ibrahim are those who followed him}.”(1

As authentically transmitted from Ibn ‘Abbas, radhiyallahu ‘anhu, the family of
:Muhammad is part of the family of Ibrahim mentioned in this verse

میلع عیمس  هللاو  ضعب  نم  اهضعب  هیرذ  نیملاعلا  یلع  نارمع  لآو  میهاربإ  لآو  احونو  مدآ  یفطصا  هللا  نإ 

Verily, Allah chose Adam, Nuh, the family of Ibrahim and the family of Imran above
the worlds. (They are) offspring, one of the other, and Allah is the All-Hearing, All-

(Knowing.(2

In fact, the family of Muhammad is the only family in our entire Ummah that is
included as part of the family of Ibrahim in that verse. Ibn ‘Abbas has mentioned none

:other. As such, we know from the ayah that

The family of Muhammad have been chosen by Allah above all of His other creatures
.of their times

The family of Muhammad are offspring of one another. Therefore, anyone who is not
.from the offspring of Muhammad is automatically excluded by Allah Himself

The direct implication of the verse is that none from outside the family of Muhammad
can legitimately exercise authority or leadership over them. Moreover, all masters,
leaders and guides of the Ummah must always be from them. This way, the master,
leader or guide would be able to exercise authority over them, and over everyone

.else

Hadith Al-Salat: The Family of Ibrahim And The Family Of Muhammad ( 11

The family of Muhammad, sallallahu ‘alaihi

p: 74
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Mathur (Madinah: Dar al-Mathar li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’ wa al-Taba’at; 1st edition,
1420 H), vol. 1, p. 411
Qur’an 3:33-34 - 2
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wa alihi, in our Ummah mainly mirrors the family of Ibrahim, ‘alaihi al-salam, in his
Ummah. This fundamental fact is explicitly mentioned in authentic Sunni ahadith.

:Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H), for instance, records

ینثدح لاق  یناذمهلا  ملاس  نب  ملـسم  هرق  وبأ  انثدح  دایز  نب  دحاولا  دبع  انثدح  لااق  لیعامـسإ  نب  یـسومو  صفح  نب  سیق  انثدـح 
یلص یبنلا  نم  اهتعمـس  هیده  کل  يدهأ  لاأ  لاقف  هرجع  نب  بعک  ینیقل  لاق :  یلیل  یبأ  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  عمـس  یـسیع  نبا  هللا  دبع 

تیبلا لهأ  مکیلع  هلاصلا  فیک  هللا  لوسر  ای  انلقف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  انلأس  لاقف  یل  اهدهأف  یلب  تلقف  لس ؟ هیلع و  هللا 
میهاربإ لآ  یلعو  میهاربإ  یلع  تیلص  امک  دمحم  لآ  یلعو  دمحم  یلع  لص  مهللا  اولوق  لاق  مکیلع ؟ ملسن  فیک  انملع  دق  هللا  نإف 

دیجم دیمح  کنإ  میهاربإ  لآ  یلعو  میهاربإ  یلع  تکراب  امک  دمحم  لآ  یلعو  دمحم  یلع  كراب  مهللا  یجم  دیمح  کنإ 

Qays b. Hafs and Musa b. Isma’il – ‘Abd al-Wahid b. Ziyad – Abu Qurrah Muslim b.
:Salim al-Hamdani – ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Isa – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Layli

Ka’b b. ‘Ujrah met me and said, “Shall I not give you a present I got from the Prophet,
peace be upon him?” I said, “Yes, give it to me.” He said, “We asked the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! What is the manner of the
salat upon you, Ahl al-Bayt, for Allah has taught us how to send salam you (Ahl al-

,Bayt)?’ He replied
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Say: O Allah! Send salat upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, in‘
exactly the same manner as You sent salat upon Ibrahim and upon the family of
Ibrahim. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious. O Allah! Bless Muhammad
and the family of Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You blessed Ibrahim

(and the family of Ibrahim. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious.’”(1

This is the mutawatir version of the hadith, as anyone who has done research on this
matter can easily confirm(2). There are a few shadh reports which either removes or
replaces the phrase “the family of Muhammad”. However, such odd riwayat cannot in

.any way harm a mutawatir hadith

:Al-Bukhari also documents

کل يدـهأ  لاأ  لاقف  هرجع  نب  بعک  ینیقل  لاق :  یلیل  یبأ  نب  نمحرلا  دـبع  تعمـس  لاـق  مکحلا  انثدـح  هبعـش  انثدـح  مدآ  انثدـح 
اولوق لاق  کیلع ؟ یلـصن  فیکف  کیلع  ملـسن  فیک  انملع  دق  هللا  لوسر  ای  انلقف  انیلع  جرخ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نإ  هیدـه ؟
دمحم لآ  یلعو  دمحم  یلع  كراب  مهللا   . دیجم دیمح  کنإ  میهاربإ  لآ  یلع  تیلـص  امک  دمحم  لآ  یلعو  دمحم  یلع  لص  مهللا 

دیجم دیمح  کنإ  میهاربإ  لآ  یلع  تکراب  امک 

:Adam – Shu’bah – al-Hakam – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Layli

Ka’b b. ‘Ujrah met me and said, “Shall I not give you a present? Verily, the Prophet,
peace be upon him, came to us and we said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, we already know

how to make salam on you. But, how do we make salat
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 3, p. 1233, 3190
See al-Qadhi Abu Ishaq Isma’il b. Ishaq b. Isma’il b. Hammad b. Zayd al-Azdi al- - 2
Basri al-Baghdadi al-Maliki al-Jahdhami, Fadhl Salat ‘ala al-Nabi (Beirut: al-Maktab al-
Islami; 3rd edition, 1397 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani], pp. 55-68. In
this book, al-Qadhi Abu Ishaq records several ahadith mentioning “the family of
Muhammad” with their chains from Ka’b b. ‘Ujrah, ‘Uqbah b. ‘Amr, ‘Abd Allah, ‘Abd
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Allah b. ‘Umar or ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr, Abu Mas’ud al-Ansari, Ibrahim, al-Hasan, Abu
Sa’id al-Khudri, Talhah, Zayd b. Kharijah, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Bishr b. Mas’ud, and
Fatimah bint al-Nabi Muhammad. Moreover, Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Habat
Allah b. ‘Abd Allah, Ibn Asakir al-Shafi’i in his Tarikh Madinah Dimashq (Beirut: Dar al-
Fikr) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri] has also narrated it – with the chains of transmission – from
‘Aishah (vol. 53, p. 309), Anas b. Malik (vol. 48, p. 316), al-Husayn b. ‘Ali (vol. 18, p. 87) and
Umm Salamah (vol. 14, p. 141). This is far more than what is needed for absolute
tawattur. As for the shadh reports which expunge or replace “the family of
Muhammad”, they have no tawattur whatsoever and are not even close, and

.therefore can neither harm nor replace the mutawatir hadith
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on you?’ He replied, ‘Say: O Allah! Send salat upon Muhammad and upon the family of
Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You sent salat upon the family of Ibrahim.
You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious. O Allah! Bless Muhammad and the
family of Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You blessed the family of

(Ibrahim. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious.’”(1

:He again records

هللا لوسر  ای   : لیق هنع  هللا  یضر  هرجع  نب  بعک  نع  یلیل  یبأ  نبا  نع  مکحلا  نع  رعـسم  انثدح  یبأ  انثدح  ییحی  نب  دیعـس  ینثدح 
کنإ میهاربإ  یلع  تیلـص  امک  دمحم  لآ  یلعو  دـمحم  یلع  لص  مهللا  اولوق  لاق  هلاـصلا ؟  فیکف  هانفرع  دـقف  کیلع  ملاـسلا  امأ 

دیجم دیمح  کنإ  میهاربإ  یلع  تکراب  امک  دمحم  لآ  یلعو  دمحم  یلع  كراب  مهللا  دیجم  دیمح 

Sa’id b. Yahya – my father – Mas’ar – al-Hakam - Ibn Abi Layli – Ka’b b. ‘Ujrah, may
:Allah be pleased with him

It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, we have already known how to make salam on
you. But, how do we make salat?’ He replied, ‘Say: O Allah! Send salat upon
Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You
sent salat upon Ibrahim. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious. O Allah!
Bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You

(blessed Ibrahim. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious.’”(2

:Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) too documents

یلع تأرق  لاق  یمیمتلا  ییحی  نب  ییحی  انثدح 
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( هلاـصلاب ءادنلا  يرأ  ناک  يذلا  وه  دیز  نب  هللادبعو   ) يراصنلأا دیز  نب  هللادـبع  نب  دـمحم  نأ  رمجملا  هللادـبع  نب  میعن  نع  کلام 
دعس نب  ریشب  هل  لاقف  هدابع  نب  دعس  سلجم  یف  نحنو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  اناتأ  لاق  يراصنلأا  دوعـسم  یبأ  نع  هربخأ 

مل هنأ  انینمت  یتح  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  تکسف  لاق  کیلع ؟  یلصن  فیکف  هللا  لوسر  ای  کیلع  یلصن  نأ  یلاعت  هللا  انرمأ 
كرابو میهاربإ  لآ  یلع  تیلـص  امک  دمحم  لآ  یلعو  دـمحم  یلع  لص  مهللا  اولوق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  مث  هلأسی 

متملع دق  امک  ملاسلاو  دیجم  دیمح  کنإ  نیملاعلا  یف  میهاربإ  لآ  یلع  تکراب  امک  دمحم  لآ  یلعو  دمحم  یلع 

Yahya b. Yahya al-Tamimi – Malik – Na’im b. ‘Abd Allah al-Mujmar – Muhammad b.
:‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-Ansari – Abu Mas’ud al-Ansari

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, came to us while we were in the
assembly of Sa’d b. ‘Ubadah. So, Bashir b. Sa’d said, “Allah the Most High ordered us to
make salat upon you, O Messenger of Allah. So, how do we make salat upon you?”
The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, kept silent so much we wished he had
not asked him. Then, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “Say: ‘O Allah!
Send salat upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, in exactly the same
manner as You sent salat upon the family of Ibrahim and bless Muhammad and the

family of
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Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You blessed the family of Ibrahim
THROUGHOUT THE WORLDS. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious.’ As

(for the salam, it is as you have been taught.(1

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) has this riwayah as well

لیق لاق  دوعـسم  یبأ  نع  هللا  دبع  نب  ینعی  دمحم  نع  رمجملا  میعن  نع  کلام  انا  رمع  نب  نامثع  انثدح  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
امک دـمحم  لآ  یلعو  دـمحم  یلع  كرابو  دـمحم  لآ  یلعو  دـمحم  یلع  لص  مهللا  اولوق  لاقف  کیلع  یلـصن  فیک  هللا  لوسر  اـی 

دیجم دیمح  کنا  نیملاعلا  یف  میهاربإ  یلع  تکراب 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Uthman b. ‘Umar – Malik –‘
:Na’im al-Mujmar – Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah – Abu Mas’ud

It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, how do we make salat upon you?” So, he replied,
“Say: ‘O Allah! Send salat upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad and
bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You
blessed Ibrahim THROUGHOUT THE WORLDS. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the

(Most Glorious.’”(2

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

ملسم طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of (Imam) Muslim.(3

There are a number of points that need to be highlighted here. First, this was what
:Ka’b b. ‘Ujrah said to the Messenger of Allah

مکیلع ملسن  فیک  انملع  دق  هللا  نإف  تیبلا  لهأ  مکیلع  هلاصلا  فیک  هللا  لوسر  ای 

O Messenger of Allah! What is the manner of the salat upon you, Ahl al-Bayt, for Allah
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(405 (65
Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 2

[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 118, 17108
Ibid - 3
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(? has taught us how to send salam upon you (Ahl al-Bayt

We know from this that the Sahabah used to send salam upon members of the Ahl al-
Bayt. In fact, it was Allah Himself Who taught them to send salam upon the Ahl al-
Bayt. Sending salam upon a male member of the Ahl al-Bayt, for instance, is to say
“alaihi al-salam” (peace be upon him), “salamullah ‘alaihi” (peace of Allah be upon
him), or similar statements containing “salam” (peace) after mentioning or writing his

.name

The Sahabah used to do it, as Ka’b testified. Some of the early Sunnis – from all fields
of knowledge - also did it to a good extent. Examples abound galore in their classical
books. However, in order to conserve space, we will be citing only a few, from Sahih

:al-Bukhari. Concerning Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam, Imam al-Bukhari writes

حایرلا تایراذلا  ملاسلا  هیلع  یلع  لاق 

(Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, said: “Al-Dhariyat are the winds”.(1‘

With regards to his wife, the blessed daughter of the Messenger of Allah, ‘alaiha al-
:salam, al-Bukhari also states

…. ملاسلا اهیلع  همطاف  تلاقف 

(Fatimah, ‘alaiha al-salam, said….(2

:About Imam al-Hasan, ‘alaihi al-salam, al-Bukhari is no different either

هنید لجرل  ملاسلا  امهیلع  یلع  نب  نسحلا  بهوو 

(Al-Hasan b. ‘Ali, ‘alaihima al-salam, waived the debt of a man.(3

Imam al-Husayn, ‘alaihi al-salam, the martyr of Karbala, is treated likewise by al-
:Bukhari

هربخأ ملاسلا  امهیلع  یلع  نب  نیسح 

(Husayn b. ‘Ali, ‘alaihima al-salam, informed him(4
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:He also says

ملاسلا هیلع  یلع  نب  نیسحلا  سأرب  دایز  نب  هللا  دیبع  یتأ 

The head of al-Husayn b. ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, was brought to ‘Ubayd

p: 80

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 4, p. 1836
Ibid, vol. 4, p. 1619, 4193 - 2

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 918 - 3
Ibid, vol. 3, p. 1125, 2925 and vol. 6, p. 2716, 7027 - 4

Hadith Al-Thaqalayn, the Deposed Will of the Last
Prophet to Humanity

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized
researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 120 of 287

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(Allah b. Ziyad(1

Even Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin, ‘Ali b. al-Husayn, ‘alaihi al-salam, is given the same
:recognition by al-Bukhari

…. ملاسلا امهیلع  نیسحلا  نب  یلع  لاقو 

(Ali b. al-Husayn, ‘alaihi al-salam, said….(2‘

This Sunnah, unfortunately, is resisted by a lot of modern Sunnis. It is primarily the
.Shi’ah who still keep it alive. May Allah set our Ummah aright

Secondly, the salat upon the Prophet is also the salat upon his Ahl al-Bayt. Note these
:words of the Sahabah

تیبلا لهأ  مکیلع  هلاصلا  فیک  هللا  لوسر  ای 

?O Messenger of Allah! What is the manner of the salat upon you, Ahl al-Bayt

:And

کیلع یلصن  فیکف  کیلع  ملسن  فیک  انملع  دق  هللا  لوسر  ای 

O Messenger of Allah, we already know how to make salam on you. But, how do we
?make salat on you

To both questions, he gave the same answer. Whether you want to make salat on the
Prophet or the Ahl al-Bayt, you must mention him together with them. ‘Allamah al-

:Albani (d. 1420 H) confesses to this as well

؛ هلآو ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هتیب  لهأ  یلع  هلاـصلا  اهلک  اهیف  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  یلع  هلاـصلا  غیـص  نأ  قبـس  امم  تملع  دق 
نم هغیصلا  مامتإ  نم  دب  لب لا  هیلإ ، للآا  هفاضإ  نم  دب  لب لا  هدحو ، ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هیلع  هلاـصلاب  ءافتکلاا  یغبنی  لاف  کلذلو 
نیح خلإ ، دمحم " ...  لآ  یلعو  دمحم ، یلع  لص  مهللا ! اولوق : : " ملسو هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هلوقب  اًدُّیقت  تدرو ؛ امک  اهرخآ ؛ یلإ  اهلوأ 

.ملسو هیلع  هللا  یلص  هیلع  هلاصلا  هیفیک  نع  هولأس 

You have known from our previous discussions that in all
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the methods of making salat upon the Prophet, peace be upon him, there is mention
of his Ahl al-Bayt and his family. This is why it is incorrect to make salat upon him,
peace be upon him, alone. Rather, one must attach the family to him. In fact, one
must mention the complete method from its beginning to its end, as it has been
narrated, bound by his statement, peace be upon him “say: O Allah, send salat upon
Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad….” when they asked him about the

(method of making salat upon him, peace be upon him.(1

Interestingly, even our ‘Allamah does not conform with that same Sunnah in his
statements above!(2) This reflects how bad the situation has become among the Ahl
al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah. It is mainly the Shi’ah who keep this Sunnah, while Sunnis
invent and follow their own bid’ah in this matter. Whenever Shi’is intend to send salat
upon the Prophet – especially in books, writings and speeches – they say “sallallahu
‘alaihi wa alihi” (“salat of Allah be upon him and his family” but often translated as

”(. “peace be upon him and his family

Sunnis, by contrast, traditionally delete the phrase “and his family” from their own
salat! In fact, some of them go as far as actively opposing the Sunnah in order to

:justify their bid’ah. ‘Allamah al-Albani expresses his frustration on this matter too

هللا یلص  هنع  تبث  ام  راکنإ  یلع  سانلا  ضعب  أرجتی  نأ  رصعلا  اذه  بئارغ  نم  نإو 

p: 82

Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Asl Sifat al-Salat al-Nabi (Riyadh: Maktabah al- - 1
Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1427 H), vol. 3, p. 933

A likely explanation for this inconsistency is that ‘Allamah al-Albani is only referring - 2
to the mode of salat in the tashahhud during the five daily prayers. He has written all
those words within its context. However, the ahadith which he has referenced are
general in nature. The Sahabah did not ask the Rasul about the method of salat during
the tashahhud only. Rather, they requested him to teach them the mode of salat in all
circumstances, with explicit reference to the Verse of al-Salat which is also general in
nature. If indeed the ‘Allamah had truly understood from the questions of the
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Sahabah that they were only asking about the mode of salat in the tashahhud, then
.he must really have had extremely poor comprehension skills
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یف اهیلع  هفوقوو  هعلاطا  عم  اًعم ، هلآ  یلعو  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  یلع  هلاصلا  وهو  لاأ  هحیحص ؛ هضیفتسم  قرط  نم  ملسو  هیلع 
، يراصنلأا دوعـسم  وبأو  يردخلا ، دیعـس  وبأو  يدعاسلا ، دـیمح  وبأو  هرجع ، نب  بعک  مهنم  هباحـصلا ؛ نم  عمج  نع   } هنـسلا بتک 

هللا یلص  مهملعف  کیلع ،"؟ یلصن  فیک  ملسو " : هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  اولأس  مهنأ  مهثیداحأ  یفو  هللا ، دیبع  نبا  هحلطو  هریره ، وبأو 
یف هتجحو  (، 189 ص 177 -  " ) حیحصلا ملاسلإا   " هباتک یف  یبیشاشنلا  فاعسإ  دمحم  ذاتسلأا  وهو : لاأ  غیـصلا ،} هذه  ملـسو  هیلع 
یلع ءانبو  .دٌحأ  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  رَیغ  اهیف  رکذُـی  مل  امیلـست ؛} اوملـسو  هیلع  اولـص  اونمآ  نیذـلا  اهیأ  ای  : } هیلآا نأ  کلذ 

اهلک هحیحصلا  ثیداحلأا  در  کلذ 

One of the strange things of this time is how a person denies what is authentically
transmitted from him, peace be upon him, through several, sahih chains – that is, the
salat upon the Prophet, peace be upon him, and his family together with him, despite
having seen and read it in the books of the Sunnah {from a number of the Sahabah,
among them Ka’b b. ‘Ujrah, Abu Hamid al-Sa’di, Abu Sa’id al-Khudri, Abu Mas’ud al-
Ansari, Abu Hurayrah and Talhah b. ‘Ubayd Allah; and in their ahadith, they asked the
Prophet, peace be upon him, “How do we make salat upon you?”, and he, peace be

{. upon him, taught them this method

That person is Prof. Muhammad Is’af al-Nashashibi in his book al-Islam al-Sahih (“The
Correct Islam”), pp. 177-189, and his proof in that is that the verse
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O you who believe! Make salat upon him and send salam upon him perfectly} does}
not mention anyone else apart from the Prophet, peace be upon him. On this basis, he

(denies all the sahih ahadith.(1

It is our humble contention that this ugly situation was created by the extremely
troubled history of Sunni Islam with the offspring of the Prophet of Allah. We will have

.more to say on this, later in this book

:In the salat upon the Messenger, we pray Allah to do two things

To send His salat upon Muhammad and his family in exactly the same manner as He
.sent salat upon Ibrahim and his family

To bless Muhammad and his family in exactly the same manner as He blessed
.Ibrahim and his family

So, what does it mean that Allah sends salat upon someone? Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774
:H) gives us the answer

.ءاعدلا هکئلاملا :  هلاصو  هکئلاملا ،  دنع  هیلع  هؤانث  هللا :  هلاص  هیلاعلا :  وبأ  لاق  يراخبلا :  لاق 

Al-Bukhari said: Abu al-‘Aliyah said: “The salat of Allah is His praise of him among the
(angels, and the salat of the angels is al-du’a (the supplication).”(2

In other words, we pray Allah to praise Muhammad and his family among His angels
in exactly the same manner as He praised Ibrahim and his family among them. In that
case, how did Allah praise Ibrahim and his family among the angels? To avoid
prolonging the research, we will restrict ourselves to Ibrahim alone. The Qur’an has

:mentioned about him

ناک ام 

p: 84

Ibid, vol. 3, p. 934 - 1
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al-‘Azim (Dar al-Taybah li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 2nd edition, 1420 H) [annotator: Sami
b. Muhammad Salamah], vol. 6, p. 457
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نیکرشملا نم  ناک  امو  املسم  افینح  ناک  نکلو  اینارصن  لاو  ایدوهی  میهاربإ 

Ibrahim was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was an absolutely pure Muslim
(monotheist, and he was not one of the polytheists.(1

This is a praise of our dear Prophet, Ibrahim, for his unadulterated Islamic faith. Allah
:also says

بینم هاوأ  میلحل  میهاربإ  نإ 

Verily, Ibrahim was, without doubt, forbearing, used to invoke Allah with humility, and
(was repentant.(2

:And

همعنلأ ارکاش  نیکرشملا  نم  کی  ملو  افینح  اتناق الله  همأ  ناک  میهاربإ  نإ 

Verily, Ibrahim was (himself) an Ummah, obedient to Allah, an absolutely pure
(monotheist, and he was not one of the polytheists. He was thankful for His Graces.(3

:And

ایبن اقیدص  ناک  هنإ  میهاربإ  باتکلا  یف  رکذاو 

(And mention in the Book Ibrahim. Verily, he was a man of truth, a prophet.(4

:And

نیفطـصملا نمل  اندنع  مهنإو  رادلا  يرکذ  هصلاخب  مهانـصلخأ  انإ  راصبلأاو  يدیلأا  یلوأ  بوقعیو  قاحـسإو  میهاربإ  اندابع  رکذاو 
رایخلأا

And remember Our devout worshippers, Ibrahim, Ishaq and Ya’qub, owners of
strength and understanding. Verily, We chose them with the remembrance of the

(Home (i.e. the Hereafter). And they are with Us, verily, of the chosen and the best.(5

:And, finally

یفو يذلا  میهاربإو 
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(And Ibrahim who thoroughly and faithfully fulfilled (the commandments of his Lord).(6

These, without doubt, were part of the praises of Allah for His noble Prophet, Ibrahim,
which He mentioned to His angels. We beseech Allah - in our salat - to say these same
things about Muhammad and his family too. Of course, He never flatters. Therefore,

He must first bestow these noble qualities upon

p: 85
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the Ahl al-Bayt, and must then assist them to achieve the virtues. It is only after doing
.all this that He would mention the praises of Muhammad and his family to the angels

Billions of Muslims – since the time of Muhammad, and including Muhammad himself
and millions of pious awliya – have beseeched Allah for more than 1400 years to praise
Muhammad and his family in His heavens, countless times everyday. Moreover, this
massive du’a is based upon His Own Command and Formula. Therefore, we have
absolutely no doubt that our Lord accepted the salat during the lifetime of His

.Prophet, and has continued to honour it, and will never cease to do so till the Hour

In other words, He granted all the qualities and virtues of Prophet Ibrahim to
Muhammad and his family, and helped them in reaching the best acts and sacrifices,

.and then praised them throughout His heavens, among His purified legions

As part of our salat, we further pray Allah to bless Muhammad and his family in
exactly the same manner as He blessed Ibrahim and his family. This is perhaps the
most important aspect of the whole du’a. We ask our Lord to grant the same
blessings which He gave Ibrahim and his family to Muhammad and his family as well.
So, what were Allah’s blessings upon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim? Well, one of

:them is mentioned in this verse

نم اهضعب  هیرذ  نیملاعلا  یلع  نارمع  لآو  میهاربإ  لآو  احونو  مدآ  یفطصا  هللا  نإ 
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میلع عیمس  هللاو  ضعب 

Verily, Allah chose Adam, Nuh, the family of Ibrahim and the family of Imran above
(the worlds.(1

Therefore, Allah blessed Ibrahim and his family by choosing them above all the
worlds. They were superior to all other creatures of our Lord, and none can be master
over them except someone from amongst them. There is no doubt that Allah has
blessed Muhammad and his family in this same way as too. He has chosen them
above all the worlds, and none can be their leader in anything except someone from

.amongst them

:Concerning the same family, Allah declares

امیظع اکلم  مهانیتآو  همکحلاو  باتکلا  میهاربإ  لآ  انیتآ  دقف 

We have granted the Book and the Hikmah to the family of Ibrahim, and We gave
(them a great kingdom.(2

:And

هوبنلاو مکحلاو  باتکلا  مهانیتآ  نیذلا  کئلوأ 

(They are those whom We gave the Book, the authority, and prophethood.(3

:And

نیملاعلا یلع  مهانلضفو  تابیطلا  نم  مهانقزرو  هوبنلاو  مکحلاو  باتکلا  لیئارسإ  ینب  انیتآ  دقلو 

And indeed, We gave the offspring of Israil the Book, and authority and prophethood,
and We provided them with good things, AND WE MADE THEM SUPERIOR ABOVE THE

(WORLDS.(4

Our God fixed some five things within the family of Ibrahim: prophethood, scriptures,
authority, and kingdom. None could be a prophet except someone from that blessed
family. Moreover, none could receive divine scripture except he was one of them.
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None could legally exercise authority except a leader from their family; and – by
.extension - none could be a legitimate king except he was from them

Above all, members
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of their family were the best of Allah’s creation in all their Ummahs. In the same
manner, by virtue of Hadith al-Salat, Allah has fixed the same five blessings within the
family of Muhammad too. Two of them – prophethood and the Book - got restricted to
Muhammad himself alone due to his Lord’s Decree. As for the remaining three,

.however, they are in his family, and will continue among them only - till the Hour

The Verse of Al-Imamah: The Heirs of Ibrahim and Muhammad ( 12

One of the greatest blessings of Allah upon Ibrahim and his family, ‘alaihim al-salam,
was that He made them Imams of mankind. The Qur’an has informed us about this.

:For instance, it states concerning Prophet Ibrahim, ‘alaihi al-salam

نیملاظلا يدهع  لانی  لاق لا  یتیرذ  نمو  لاق  امامإ  سانلل  کلعاج  ینإ  لاق  نهمتأف  تاملکب  هبر  میهاربإ  یلتبا  ذإو 

And when Ibrahim was tried by his Lord with some statements, and he fulfilled them,
He said, “I will appoint you an Imam OF MANKIND.” He (Ibrahim) asked, “And of my

(offspring?” He (Allah) replied, “My Covenant shall not reach the wrongdoers.”(1

Often, our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah confuse the Imamah mentioned in this
verse with al-nubuwwah (prophethood). However, the matter itself is totally clear.
Every prophet or messenger, except Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa

:alihi, was sent only to his people. None of them was ever sent to all of mankind

مهل نیبیل  هموق  ناسلب  لاإ  لوسر  نم  انلسرأ  امو 

We sent not a messenger except with the language of HIS PEOPLE in order that he
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(might clearly explain TO THEM.(1

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) also records

تیطعأ ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق  هللا  دبع  نب  رباج  نع  ریقفلا  دیزی  نع  رایس  انأ  میـشه  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
هماع سانلا  یلإ  تثعبو  هصاخ  هموق  یلإ  ثعبی  امنإ  یبنلا  ناکو  دوسلأاو  رمحلأا  یلإ  تثعب  یلبق  دحأ  نهطعی  مل  اسمخ 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Hushaym – Sayyar – Yazid al- ‘
:Faqir – Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I have been given five things which
were never given to anyone before me. I have been sent to the red and the black. The
(prophet used to be sent to HIS PEOPLE ONLY, and I have been sent to all mankind.”(2

:Al-Arnaut comments

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.(3

:Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) too has this

هیلع و هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق  يراصنلأا  هللادبع  نب  رباج  نع  ریقفلا  دـیزی  نع  رایـس  نع  میـشه  انربخأ  ییحی  نب  ییحی  انثدـح 
دوسأو رمحأ  لک  یلإ  تثعبو  هصاخ  هموق  یلإ  ثعبی  یبن  لک  ناک  یلبق  دحأ  نهطعی  مل  اسمخ  تیطعأ  ملس 

:Yahya b. Yahya – Hushaym – Sayyar – Yazid al-Faqir – Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Ansari

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I have been given five things which
were never given to anyone before me. Every prophet was sent to HIS PEOPLE ONLY,

(while I have been sent to every red person and every black person.”(4

:So

As
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Qur’an 14:4 - 1
Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 2

[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 304, 14303
Ibid - 3

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 4
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 1, p. 370,

(521 (3
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.a prophet and messenger, Prophet Ibrahim was sent to his people only

But as an Imam, his assignment covered all human beings of his time – including even
.all the contemporary prophets and messengers

Needless to say, whoever insists that “Imam” means “prophet” must explain how
Ibrahim – the Khalil of al-Rahman - was made the prophet of all mankind during his

!time

:There are a number of other points from the verse that must be noted

نیملاظلا يدهع  لانی  لاق لا  یتیرذ  نمو  لاق  امامإ  سانلل  کلعاج  ینإ  لاق  نهمتأف  تاملکب  هبر  میهاربإ  یلتبا  ذإو 

And when Ibrahim was tried by his Lord with some statements, and he fulfilled them,
He said, “I will appoint you an Imam of mankind.” He (Ibrahim) asked, “And of my

.” offspring?” He (Allah) replied, “My Covenant shall not reach the wrongdoers

Firstly, Allah identifies Imamah as His Covenant. This means that it is solely His affair.
He Alone decides and defines it. Therefore, it is He Who grants it and makes its
appointments. It is NOT their affair. As such, they have no control whatsoever over it.
Secondly, it never gets to wrongdoers. Allah will NEVER permit Imamah to get to any

:wrongdoer till the Day of Resurrection. Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H) explains further

يدـهع لانی  لاـق لا  یترذ ؟ نمو  لاـق  اـمامإ ، ساـنلل  کـلعاج  ینإ  لاـق  نهمتأـف ، تاـملکب  هبر  میهاربإ  یلتبا  ذإو  { : یلاـعت هللا  لاـق 
هذه نوکت  نأ  هللا  لأسو   . هیدهب نومتأیو  هب  نودتقی  امامإ  سانلل  هلعج  همیظعلا ، فیلاکتلا  نم  هبر  هب  هرمأ  ام  یفو  امل   } نیملاظلا
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، نوملاظلا اهلین  نم  ینثتساو  مامزب ، هماملإا  هیلإ  تملسو  لأس  ام  یلإ  بیجأف  هبقع  یف  هدلاخو  هبسن ، یف  هیقابو  هببسب ، هلـصتم  هماملإا 
.نولماعلا ءاملعلا  هتیرذ  نم  اهب  صتخاو 

Allah the Most High says: {And when Ibrahim was tried by his Lord with some
statements, and he fulfilled them, He said, “I will appoint you an Imam of mankind.”
He (Ibrahim) asked, “And of my offspring?” He (Allah) replied, “My Covenant shall not

.”{ reach the wrong-doers

When he fulfilled the huge obligations which his Lord commanded him with, he
appointed him the Imam of mankind, whom they must follow, and whose guidance
they must copy. He requested Allah that this Imamah be connected with his lineage,
and be uninterrupted within his offspring, and be perpetual forever among his
offspring. So, what he asked WAS GRANTED, and he was granted full authority of
Imamah, and the wrong-doers were excluded from its reach, and it was made

(exclusive to the righteous scholars among his offspring.(1

In other words, Imamah has never ceased on the earth – at least, since the time of
Ibrahim. It has remained “uninterrupted”, “perpetual” and “forever”, within the
offspring of Ibrahim the Khalil. Therefore, there is always an Imam for all mankind
from the offspring of Prophet Ibrahim. In fact, there is one right now! Moreover,
Imamah never gets to wrong-doers. Therefore, the Imam from the offspring of al-
Khalil is one who never does wrong. With these facts, would it still be wise to insist

”, that Imamah is prophethood? Is nubuwwah “uninterrupted

p: 91

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. Kathir, Qisas al-Anbiya (Dar al-Kutub al-Hadithah; 1st edition, - 1
1388 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Wahid], vol. 1, p. 232; Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. Kathir
al-Dimashqi, al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah (Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1408

H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 1, p. 191
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”? perpetual” and “forever“

:Prof. Ibn Yasin records

.املاظ امامإ  نوکی  لا  لاق : نیملاظلا ) يدهع  لانیلا  لاق   ) دهاجم نع  حیحصلا  هدنسب  يربطلا  جرخأ 

Al-Tabari records with his sahih chain from Mujahid that he said: “(My Covenant shall
(not reach the wrongdoers) There will never be an Imam who does wrong.”(1

Meanwhile, the offspring of Ibrahim al-Khalil, as Allah states, are in two categories
:only

قاحسإ یلعو  هیلع  انکرابو  نیحلاصلا  نم  ایبن  قاحسإب  هانرشبو  نینمؤملا  اندابع  نم  هنإ  نینسحملا  يزجن  کلذک  میهاربإ  یلع  ملاس 
نیبم هسفنل  ملاظو  نسحم  امهتیرذ  نمو 

Peace be upon Ibrahim. Thus indeed do We reward the good-doers. Verily, he was
one of Our believing slaves. And We gave him the glad tidings of Ishaq, a prophet
from the righteous. We blessed him (i.e. Ibrahim) and Ishaq, and of their offspring are

(good-doers and some that are plainly wrongdoers to themselves.(2

:Of course, anyone who disobeys Allah is someone who wrongs himself

هسفن ملظ  دقف  هللا  دودح  دعتی  نمو 

And whosoever transgresses the set limits of Allah, then indeed he has wronged
(himself.(3

:We also read

نوملاظلا مه  کئلوأف  هللا  دودح  دعتی  نمو 

(And whosoever transgresses the set limits of Allah, then such are the wrongdoers.(4

:Imam Salihi al-Shami (d. 942 H) explains

هیهاونو همراحم  یه  هللا  دودح  نأ  کلذو   ) هرقبلا 229 ( } نوملاظلا مه  کئلوأف  هللا  دودح  دعتی  نمو  یلاعت :} هلوق  ینعم 

The meaning of the Most High’s Statement: {And whosoever transgresses the set
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limits of Allah, such are the wrongdoers} {Baqarah: 229), that is, the set limits of Allah
(are things He has made haram and His prohibitions.(5

(Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H‘

p: 92

Prof. Dr. Hikmat b. Bashir b. Yasin, Mawsu’at al-Sahih al-Masbur min al-Tafsir bi al- - 1
Mathur (Madinah: Dar al-Mathar li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’ wa al-Taba’at; 1st edition,

1420 H), vol. 1, p. 229
Qur’an 37:109-113 - 2

Qur’an 65:1 - 3
Qur’an 2:229 - 4

Muhammad b. Yusuf al-Salihi al-Shami, Subul al-Huda al-Rashad fi Sirah Khayr - 5
al-‘Ibad (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1414 H) [annotators: ‘Adil Ahmad

‘Abd al-Mawjud and ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’ud], vol. 2, p. 289
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:submits that the scope is far wider than that

مه کئلوأف  هللا  دودح  دعتی  نمو  : { یلاعت لاقو  هللا  دودح  يدعت  دقف  لمعلا  کلذل  یلاعت  هللا  هدح  يذلا  هتقو  لمع  لکب  يدعت  نم 
} نوملاظلا

Whosoever exceeds, in performing an act, the time set for that act by Allah the Most
High, he has transgressed the limits of Allah, and the Most High says: {And whosoever

(transgresses the limits of Allah, then such are the wrong-doers}.(1

:And Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606 H) seals it

} هسفنل ملاظ  مهنمف  { : یلاعت هلوقل  هسفنل  املاظ  ناک  بنذلا  یلع  مدقأ  نم  لکف   } نیملاظلا يدهع  لانی  لا  { : یلاعت هلوق 

His Statement {My Covenant shall not reach the wrongdoers}: So, whosoever
commits a sin, he is a wrongdoer to himself due to His, the Most High’s Statement:

({And of them are those who wrong themselves} [35:32](2

So, any descendant of Prophet Ibrahim who delays his Salat, for instance, without any
cogent excuse or who does anything haram or prohibited, is a wrongdoer, and – as a
result – can never be an Imam. Without any doubt, every sinner breaks a limit set by
Allah in order to become one! As such, all sinners among the progeny of Ibrahim are

.automatically and absolutely disqualified and barred from Imamah

:Allah informs us of some of the Imams from Ibrahim’s immediate offspring

انرمأب نودهی  همئأ  مهانلعجو  نیحلاص  انلعج  لاکو  هلفان  بوقعیو  قاحسإ  هل  انبهوو 

And We bestowed upon him (i.e. Ibrahim) Ishaq and Ya’qub. Each one We made
(righteous. And We appointed them Imams, guiding by Our Command.(3

We know

p: 93

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Al-Thamar - 1
al-Mustatab fi Fiqh al-Sunnah wa al-Kitab (Gharas li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st
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edition, 1422 H), p. 70
Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, ‘Ismat al-Anbiya (1406 H), p. 14 - 2

Qur’an 21:72-73 - 3
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from this verse that Imams are guides. Secondly, they guide by the Command of
Allah. This means three things. One, their Imamah is bestowed by an explicit Decree
from Allah. This, of course, is very obvious already. Two, these Imams themselves
stick to the Commands of Allah, and never deviate from it. This too is very apparent,

.since they never wrong themselves. Three, the Imams hold the Command of Allah

So, their commands are Commands of Allah, and their prohibitions are Prohibitions of
Allah. Obedience to them is obedience to Allah, and disobedience to them is
( مهانلعج  ) disobedience to Allah. Moreover, it is interesting that Allah has used the plural
while mentioning the Imams. This clearly is to indicate that Ishaq and Ya’qub were not
the only Imams in the immediate lineage of Ibrahim. There were several others that

.have not been mentioned

Among the Israelites, there were equally many Imams chosen by Allah, from the
:offspring of Ibrahim

اوربص امل  انرمأب  نودـهی  همئأ  مهنم  انلعجو  لیئارـسإ  ینبل  يدـه  هانلعجو  هئاـقل  نم  هیرم  یف  نکت  ـلاف  باـتکلا  یـسوم  اـنیتآ  دـقلو 
نونقوی انتایآب  اوناکو 

And indeed We gave Musa the Book. So be not you in doubt of meeting him. And We
made it a guide to the Children of Israel. And We appointed from among them Imams
guiding by Our Command, when they (i.e. the Imams) were patient and used to

(believe with certainty (yaqin) in Our Verses.(1

:There are two quick questions at this point

Are there any Imams from the offspring of

p: 94

Qur’an 32:23-24 - 1
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?Ibrahim in our Ummah too

?If there are, who are they

:This hadith of Imam Abu Ya’la (d. 307 H) gives the first hint

هللا یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق :  هنع  هللا  یضر  سنأ  نع  هیبأ  نع  دعس  نب  میهاربإ  انثدح  هرصبلاب  دیعس  وبأ  لیعامسإ  نب  نسحلا  انثدح 
شیرق نم  همئلأا  ملس :  هیلع و 

Al-Hasan b. Isma’il Abu Sa’id – Ibrahim b. Sa’d – his father – Anas, may Allah be
:pleased with him

(The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “The Imams are from Quraysh.”(1

:Shaykh Dr. Asad says

حیحص هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih(2

:This hadith is actually mutawatir, as al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) declares

تعمج دقو  تلق :  . سنأ نع  قرط  نم  یقهیبلاو  رازبلاو  ءاعدلا ، یف  یناربطلا  هاورو  سنأ ، نع  یئاسنلا  شیرق ،" نم  همئلأا  : " ثیدح
ایباحص نیعبرأ  نم  وحن  نع  درفم  ءزج  یف  هقرط 

The hadith “The Imams are from Quraysh” is recorded by al-Nasai from Anas, and al-
Tabarani narrated it in al-Du’a, and al-Bazzar and al-Bayhaqi also narrated it, through
several chains, from Anas. I say: I gathered its chains in a separate volume from forty

(Sahabah.(3

This hadith establishes absolutely that there are Imams in this Ummah from the
offspring of Ibrahim who hold the Covenant of Allah and guide the rest of us by His
Command. Most importantly, all of these Imams are appointed by Allah, and none of
them ever goes against His Laws, before and during his Imamah. A crucial point to

.note, also, is that all our Imams are from the tribe of Quraysh

Meanwhile, Quraysh is a large tribe, with
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p: 95

Abu Ya’la Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muthanna al-Mawsili al-Tamimi, Musnad (Damascus: Dar - 1
al-Mamun li al-Turath; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 6, p.

321, 3644
Ibid - 2

Abu al-Fadhl Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Talkhis al- - 3
Habir (Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1419 H), vol. 4, p. 116, 1730
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several clans. Are the Imams spread across the entire tribe? Or, are they
:concentrated in a single clan? Our answers are firmly established in this salat

دیجم دیمح  کنإ  میهاربإ  لآ  یلعو  میهاربإ  یلع  تکراب  امک  دمحم  لآ  یلعو  دمحم  یلع  كراب  مهللا 

O Allah! Bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, in exactly the same manner
as You blessed Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the

(Most Glorious.(1

Undeniably, Ibrahim and his offspring were the Imams of their past Ummahs. So,
Muhammad and his family are the Imams of their present Ummah. Allah has blessed
Muhammad and his family in exactly the same manner as He blessed Ibrahim and his
family. Therefore, Muhammad was the Imam of mankind during his lifetime, as
Ibrahim was; and the family of Muhammad are the Imams after Muhammad, as the

.family of Ibrahim were after Ibrahim

We must not forget also that the family of Muhammad have been “chosen” by Allah
above all creation of their times. Let us remind ourselves of this crucial submission by

:Prof. Ibn Yasin

 } نیملاعلا یلع  نارمع  لآو  میهاربإ  لآو  احونو  مدآ  یفطصا  هللا  نإ  {

لآو میهاربإ  لآ  نم  نوـنمؤملا  مه  لاـق : ساـبع  نبا  نع  هحلط  یبأ  نب  یلع  نع  نسحلا  امهیدنـسب  متاـح  یبأ  نـباو  يربـطلا  جرخأ 
(. هوعبتا نیذلل  میهاربإب  سانلا  یلوأ  نإ   ) لجو زع  هللا  لوقی  دمحم  لآو  نیسای  لآ  نارمع :

Verily, Allah chose Adam, Nuh, the family of Ibrahim and the family of Imran above}
{the worlds

Al-Tabari and Ibn Abi Hatim record with their hasan chain from

p: 96

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 3, p. 1233, 3190
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Ali b. Abi Talhah from Ibn ‘Abbas that he said, “They are the believers from the family ‘
of Ibrahim, the family of ‘Imran, the family of Yasin AND THE FAMILY OF
MUHAMMAD. Allah the Most Glorious say: {Verily, the most entitled to Ibrahim are

(those who followed him}.”(1

We must equally remember Hadith al-Thaqalayn, which leaves no doubt about the
:identity of the supreme guides of humanity after Muhammad

یتیب لهأ  یترتعو  هللا  باتک  اولضت  نل  هب  متذخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دق  ینإ  سانلا  اهیأ  ای 

O mankind! I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never
.go astray: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt

:Supreme guides of mankind, of course, are always the Imams

انرمأب نودهی  همئأ  مهانلعجو 

(And We appointed them Imams, GUIDING by Our Command.(2

(Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: Clarifying The Confusions Of Ibn Taymiyyah (Part 1 ( 13

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) says

یتیب لهأ  یترثعو  لاق  مث  هیلع  ضحو  هللا  باتک  رکذـف  هللا  باتک  نیلقثلا  مکیف  كراـت  ینإ  لاـق  مخ  ریدـغب  هنا  ملـسم  هاور  يذـلاو 
ادری یتح  اقرتفی  نل  امهناو  هیف  دازو  يذمرتلا  هاور  دقو  يراخبلا  هوری  ملو  ملـسم  هب  درفنا  امم  اذـهو  اثلاث  یتیب  لهأ  یف  هللا  مکرکذأ 

ضوحلا یلع 

نأ یلع  لدـی  امنإ  اولاق  اهتحـص  اودـقتعا  نیذـلاو  ثیدـحلا  نم  تسیل  اهنإ  لاقو  هدایزلا  هذـه  یف  ظافحلا  نم  دـحاو  ریغ  نعط  دـقو 
هریغو یلعی  یبأ  یضاقلا  هبوجأ  نم  وهو  هنسلا  لهأ  نم  هفئاط  هلاق  اذهو  هللاض  یلع  نوقفتی  مشاه لا  ونب  مه  نیذلا  هرتعلا  عومجم 

هیف سیلف  هلاق  دق  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  ناک  اذإ  ملسم  یف  يذلا  ثیدحلاو 

p: 97

Prof. Dr. Hikmat b. Bashir b. Yasin, Mawsu’at al-Sahih al-Masbur min al-Tafsir bi al- - 1
Mathur (Madinah: Dar al-Mathar li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’ wa al-Taba’at; 1st edition,

1420 H), vol. 1, p. 411
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Qur’an 21: 73 - 2
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مکرکذأ لاق  نکل  هرتعلا  عابتاب  رمأی  مل  وهو  کلذ  لبق  عادولا  هجح  یف  هب  هیصولا  تمدقت  دق  رمأ  اذهو  هللا  باتک  عابتاب  هیـصولا  لاإ 
اذهو مهملظ  نم  عانتملااو  مهقوقح  مهئاطعإ  نم  کلذ  لبق  هب  رملأا  مدقت  ام  اورکذی  نأ  یضتقی  مهب  هملأا  ریکذتو  یتیب  لهأ  یف  هللا 

مخ ریدغ  لبق  هنایب  مدقت  دق  رمأ 

As for that which is narrated by (Imam) Muslim, that at Ghadir Khumm he (the
Prophet) said: “I am leaving behind over you the two weighty things (al-thaqalayn):
the Book of Allah” – and he mentioned the Book of Allah and focused exclusively on it,
then he said – “and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, by Allah, of my Ahl al-
Bayt” three times, this is one of the reports which are documented by (Imam) Muslim
alone, and al-Bukhari did not record it. Al-Tirmidhi narrated it, and recorded an
additional part for it: “Verily, both shall never separate from each other until they

.” meet me at the Lake-Fount

Many of the hadith scientists have criticized this additional part, and he said: “It is not
part of the hadith”. As for those who believed in its authenticity, they said, “It only
proves that the ‘itrah as a whole, who are the Banu Hashim, will never agree on an
error.” This is what a group from the Ahl al-Sunnah say, and it is from the replies of al-

.Qadhi Abu Ya’la and others

And the hadith in (Sahih) Muslim – if the Prophet, peace be upon him, really said it

p: 98
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there is nothing in it except a command to follow the Book of Allah (alone); and the – 
command for this matter had already been given before that during the Farewell Hajj,

(. and he did not give a command to follow the offspring (‘itrah

Rather, he said, “I remind you, by Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt.” The remembrance of them
by the Ummah means that they must remember what had previously been
commanded before that, in terms of giving them their rights and refraining from
oppressing them. And this matter had already been explained before Ghadir

(Khumm.(1

:He also says

هفعـضف لبنح  نب  دـمحا  هنع  لئـس  دـقو  يذـمرتلا  هاور  اذـهف  ضوحلا  یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرتفی  نل  امهنأو  یتیب  لهأ  یترتعو  هلوق  امأو 
هللاـض یلع  نوعمتجی  مهلک لا  هتیب  لهأ  نأ  یلع  لدی  امب  هفئاط  هنع  باجأ  دـقو  حـصی  اولاقو لا  ملعلا  لهأ  نم  دـحاو  ریغ  هفعـضو 

هریغو یلعی  وبأ  یضاقلا  رکذ  امک  کلذب  لوقن  نحنو  اولاق 

As for his statement “and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall never
separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount”, this is recorded by
al-Tirmidhi. Ahmad b. Hanbal was asked about it, and he declared it dha’if, and many
of the people of knowledge equally classified it as dha’if and said, “It is not authentic”.
A group have also replied it with that which proves that his Ahl al-Bayt altogether do
not agree on an error. They said “We too say that” as al-Qadi Abu Ya’la and others

(mentioned.(2

The arguments of our

p: 99

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
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:Shaykh, in simplified forms, are

There are only two versions of Hadith al-Thaqalayn: that of Sahih Muslim and the
.other of Sunan al-Tirmidhi

The version of al-Tirmidhi was declared dha’if by Ahmad and the other people of
.knowledge

The version of Sahih Muslim is doubtful too, which is why Ibn Taymiyyah says about it:
”. “if the Prophet really said it

The version in Sahih Muslim only commands the Ummah to follow the Qur’an alone. It
.contains no order to follow the Ahl al-Bayt

.So, no one is obliged to follow the Ahl al-Bayt

The ‘itrah of the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, are all of Banu Hashim, including all
.those who are not from his offspring

These submissions of our dear Shaykh – as usual – contain several levels of
misleading information. First and foremost, every single version of the hadith is sahih
as we have proved so far – whether that of Sahih Muslim, or Sunan al-Tirmidhi or
others. None of them is dha’if. So, even if Ahmad b. Hanbal and some other Sunni
‘ulama had declared some versions of the hadith as dha’if, they would have made
such statements in error. Meanwhile, errors of scholars are not followed in Islam, nor
are they accepted as hujjah. All the various versions of Hadith al-Thaqalayn have
been narrated through sahih or hasan chains. As such, there is no doubt about their

.authenticity

Secondly, as Ibn Taymiyyah himself admits, the Prophet had described the Qur’an
and the Ahl al-Bayt as “the Two Weighty Things” (thaqalayn). This, of course, was
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primarily to stress the significance of following them both! Let us remind the
esteemed reader of the words of Imam Ibn al-Athir (d. 606 H), a leading classical Sunni

:hadith linguist, in this regard

لقث سیفن  ریطخ  ککل  لاقیو  لیقث .  امهب  لمعلاو  امهب  ذـخلأا  نلأ  نیلقث  امهامـس  ترتعو ] هللا  باتک  نیلقثلا :  مکیف  كراـت  ینإ  [
.امهنأشل امیخفتو  امهردقل  اماظعإ  نیلقث  امهامسف 

I am leaving among you the Two Weighty Things: the Book of Allah and my offspring], ]
he named them both thaqalayn because holding fast to them both and following them
are weighty (responsibilities). And every priceless weighty thing is called thaqal.
Therefore, he named them thaqalayn to highlight their significance and to extol their

(importance.(1

So, it is absolutely proved from that term – thaqalayn – alone that the Messenger was
forcefully commanding his entire Ummah to follow both the Qur’an and the Ahl al-
Bayt after him. The conclusion of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah is, therefore, a clear

.misrepresentation of the true instruction of the Prophet of Islam

Thirdly, our Shaykh has defined the ‘itrah of the Prophet as being the whole of Banu
Hashim. This obviously converts the meaning of the word from “offspring” to “clan”.
However, this contradicts the default, customary definition of the term. Ibn Manzur,

”: the ace Sunni lexicographer, submits on the word “‘itrah

هدیس نبا  لوق  اذه  اهنع ، هللا  یضر  همطاف ، دلو  ملسو ، هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا ، لوسر  هرتع  نأو  هصاخ  لجرلا  دلو  اهنأ  نظت  هماعلاو 

The common masses claim that it (i.e. ‘itrah) refers to the offspring of the
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man alone, and that the ‘itrah of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, are the
offspring of Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with her. This was the statement of Ibn

(Sayyiduh.(1

Of course, the Messenger of Allah was certainly speaking in the language of the
!common masses to all of humanity

Even then, the “offspring” in Hadith al-Thaqalayn are only a few people, and not
everyone who is descended from the Prophet. As ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H)

:records, he identified those intended as his offspring in the ahadith as his khalifahs

یلع ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  اـمهنإو  یتیب  لـهأ  یترتعو  ضرـلأاو  ءامـسلا  نیب  اـم  دودـمم  لـبح  هللا  باـتک  نیتفیلخ : مکیف  كراـت  ینإ 
ضوحلا

I am leaving behind over you TWO KHALIFAHS: the Book of Allah - a rope stretching
between the heaven and the earth – and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both

(shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.(2

:Then, the ‘Allamah comments

حیحص

(Sahih(3

Therefore, anyone who is not a khalifah from the progeny of Muhammad – however
pious or knowledgeable he or she is - is excluded from the “offspring” in the ahadith.
This automatically excludes all females from the loins of the Messenger. A female can
never be a legitimate khalifah in Islam. Moreover, even the number of these male

.khalifahs from the Ahl al-Bayt is only twelve, as declared by the Prophet himself

Therefore, only twelve people from the bloodline of Muhammad are included in
Hadith al-Thaqalayn. Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) has
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al-‘Arab (Beirut: Dar Sadir; 1st edition), vol. 4, p. 536
Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 2
Ashqudri al-Albani, Sahih al-Jami’ al-Saghir wa Ziyadatuhu (Al-Maktab al-Islami), vol.

1, p. 482, 2457
Ibid - 3
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:this authentic hadith

لاق هرمـس  نب  رباج  نع  یبعـشلا  نع  دـنه  نب  دواد  انثدـح  هملـس  نب  دامح  انث  لیعامـسإ  نب  لمؤم  اـنث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
هفیلخ رشع  انثا  هملأا  هذهل  نوکی  لوقی  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  تعمس 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Mumal b. Isma’il – Hammad b.‘
:Salamah – Dawud b. Hind – al-Shu’bi – Jabir b. Samurah

I heard the Prophet, peace be upon him, saying: “There will be for this Ummah
(TWELVE KHALIFAHS.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut says

حیحص ثیدح 

(It is a sahih hadith.(2

So, any other khalifah apart from these twelve is NOT “for” this Ummah. He is only an
.impostor. This riwayah is extremely significant

:Ahmad again documents

تعمـس لاق  هرمـس  نب  رباج  نع  ینادـمهلا  دیعـس  نب  دوسلأا  نع  همثیخ  نب  دایز  انث  ریهز  انث  مشاه  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
شیرق نم  مهلک  هفیلخ  رشع  انثا  يدعب  نوکی  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق  وأ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Hashim – Zuhayr – Ziyad b.‘
:Khaythamah – al-Aswad b. Sa’id al-Hamdani – Jabir b. Samurah

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying, or the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, said: “THERE WILL BE AFTER ME TWELVE KHALIFAHS, all of them

(from Quraysh.”(3

:Al-Arnaut comments

حیحص ثیدح 

(It is a sahih hadith(4
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There will no be more than twelve khalifahs after the Rasul. This hadith is explicit and
.emphatic

Another point to note is that the khilafah of
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the twelve from Quraysh, from the Prophet’s offspring, shall remain continuous,
unbroken and uninterrupted till the Last Hour. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) records in this

:regard

یبأ نب  دعس  نب  رماع  نع  رامسم  نب  رجاهملا  نع  لیعامسإ ) نبا  وهو   ) متاح انثدح  لااق  هبیش  یبأ  نب  رکب  وبأو  دیعس  نب  هبیتق  انثدح 
یل بتکف  لاق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نم  هتعمـس  ءیـشب  ینربخأ  نأ  عفان  یملاغ  عم  هرم  نب  رباج  یلإ  تبتک  لاـق  صاـقو 

نوکی وأ  هعاسلا  موقت  یتح  اـمئاق  نیدـلا  لازی  ـلا   ) لوقی یملـسلأا  مجر  هیـشع  هعمج  موی  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  تعمس 
( شیرق نم  مهلک  هفیلخ  رشع  انثا  مکیلع 

Qutaybah b. Sa’id and Abu Bakr b. Abi Shaybah – Hatim b. Isma’il – al-Muhajir b.
:Musmar – ‘Amir b. Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas

I sent a letter to Jabir b. Samurah through my servant, Nafi’, to inform me of
something he heard from the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. So, he wrote in
reply back to me: “I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying on a
Friday, on the eve of the stoning of al-Aslami, saying: ‘The religion will never cease to
stand until the establishment of the Hour or as long as there are twelve khalifahs over

(you, all of them from Quraysh.’”(1

In simpler words, the rule of the twelve khalifahs will remain uninterrupted as long as
Islam, as a religion, “stands” on the surface of the earth. Meanwhile, Islam will never

fall until the Hour. So, the
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rule of the twelve khalifah will last continuously till al-Qiyamah. The very moment
.their rule ceases, Islam will collapse

(: The same point is emphasized in this hadith of Imam Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H

وهو لاق  هنأ  نایفس  یبأ  نب  هیواعم  نع  هحلط ، نب  دمحم  ینثدح  جیرج ، نبا  نع  جاجح ، نع  دواد ، نب  دینس  انث  یلع ، نب  نسحلا  انث 
.شیرق نم  یلاو  لازی  :لا  لاق لسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  ربنملا  یلع 

Al-Hasan b. ‘Ali – Sunayd b. Dawud – Hajjaj – Ibn Jurayj – Muhammad b. Talhah –
:Mu’awiyah b. Abi Sufyan, who said while on the pulpit

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “There will never cease to be a wali
(from Quraysh.”(1

:Al-Albani comments

حیحص ثیدح 

(A sahih hadith.(2

The authority of the wali is called al-wilayah. A reference is made to this, in an hadith
:of Imam Muslim

لازی لا   ) لوقی ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  تعمس  لاق  هرمس  نب  رباج  نع  ریمع  نب  کلملادبع  نع  نایفس  انثدح  رمع  یبأ  نبا  انثدح 
هللا لوسر  لاق  اذام  یبأ  تلأسف  یلع  تیفخ  هملکب  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  ملکت  مث  لاجر ) رـشع  انثا  مهیلو  ام  ایـضام  سانلا  رمأ 

( شیرق نم  مهلک  لاقف (  ملس ؟ هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

:Ibn Abi ‘Umar – Sufyan – ‘Abd al-Malik b. ‘Umayr – Jabir b. Samurah

I heard the Prophet, peace be upon him, saying: “The affairs of humanity will never
cease to continue as long as twelve men rule them by wilayah.” Then, the Prophet,

peace be upon him said a sentence which was not
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al-Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1400 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-
Din al-Albani], vol. 2, p. 533, 1126
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clear to me. So, I asked my father: “What did the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon
(him, say?” He replied, “All of them will be from Quraysh.”(1

:This hadith, which is extremely crucial, establishes the following points

.The authority of the twelve men is over all of humanity

As long as human affairs continue on the earth, then one of these twelve men is
.exercising wilayah over them

.There is always a wali from Quraysh over humanity as a whole at every point in time

.Human affairs on our planet will end with the wilayah of the twelve men only

Another key fact about these twelve men is that they are all kings. They are all royal
:khalifahs, in a dynastic system. Imam Ahmad here presents the relevant hadith

لوسر انبطخ  لاق  هرمـس  نب  رباج  نع  یبعـشلا  نع  دلاجم  انث  دیز  نب  ینعی  دامح  انث  دمحم  نب  سنوی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
مهفأ ملف  لاق  مهلک  رشع  انثا  کلمی  یتح  هأوان  نم  یلع  ارهاظ  اعینم  ازیزع  رملأا  اذه  لازی  نل  لاقف  تافرعب  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا 

شیرق نم  مهلک  لاق  مهلک  دعب  ام  یبلأ  تلقف  لاق  دعب  ام 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) - Yunus b. Muhammad –‘
:Hammad b. Zayd – Mujalid – al-Sha’bi – Jabir b. Samurah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, delivered a sermon to us at ‘Arafat and
said, “This affair will never cease to be strong, invincible and victorious over whoever

.opposes it as long as twelve (people) rule by kingdom
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….” All of them

Jabir said): I did not understand what was said after that. So, I said to my father,)
“What did he say after ‘all of them…’?”. He replied, “All of them will be from

(Quraysh.”(1

:Al-Arnaut says

حیحص ثیدح 

(A sahih hadith(2

:Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H) here documents a mutaba’ah for Mujalid

نب رباج  نع  یبعشلا  نع  یبقلا  نارمع  نع  سنوی  نب  یسیع  انث  لاق  مرشخ  نب  یلع  انث  لاق  دنقرمسب  يربنعلا  رـصن  نب  میهاربإ  انثدح 
رشع انثا  کلمی  یتح  اهاوان  نم  یلع  ایلاع  هملأا  هذه  رمأ  لازی  عادولا لا  هجح  یف  لوقی  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  تعمس  لاق  هرمس 

هفیلخ

Ibrahim b. Nasr al-Anbari – ‘Ali b. Khashram – ‘Isa b. Yunus – ‘Imran al-Qubi – al-
:Sha’bi – Jabir b. Samurah

I heard the Prophet, peace be upon him, saying during the Farewell Hajj: “The affair
of this Ummah will never cease to be victorious over whoever opposes it as long as

(twelve khalifahs rule by kingdom.”(3

:Meanwhile, Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) has recorded an interesting shahid

هللا لوسر  لاق  لاق  هریره  یبأ  نع  يراصنلأا  میرم  وبأ  انثدح  حلاص  نب  هیواعم  انثدـح  بابح  نب  دـیز  انثدـح  عینم  نب  دـمحأ  انثدـح 
شیرق یف  کلملا  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

Ahmad b. Mani’ – Zayd b. Hubbab – Mu’awiyah b. Salih – Abu Maryam al-Ansari – Abu
:Hurayrah

(The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “THE KINGDOM is in Quraysh.”(4

:Allamah al-Albani comments‘
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حیحص

(Sahih(5

:Imam Ahmad has written it too

هنا میرم  وبأ  ینثدح  لاق  حلاص  نب  هیواعم  انثدح  بابحلا  نب  دیز  انثدح  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

p: 107

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 96, 20944
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241-242, 9878
Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 4
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 5, p. 727 3936
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شیرق یف  کلملا  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لوقی  هریره  ابأ  عمس 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Zayd b. al-Hubbab – Mu’awiyah ‘
:b. Salih – Abu Maryam – Abu Hurayrah

(The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “THE KINGDOM is in Quraysh.”(1

:Assessing the sanad, al-Albani says

بیرقتلا یف  امک  هقث  وهو  يراصنلأا  وهو  میرم  یبأ  ریغ  ملسم  لاجر  تاقث  هلاجر  حیحص  دانسإ  اذهو 

This chain is sahih. Its narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), narrators of (Sahih) Muslim,
apart from Abu Maryam, and he is al-Ansari, and he is thiqah (trustworthy) as stated

(in al-Taqrib.(2

:Then, he adds

.حلطصملا یف  ررقت  امک  اهلوبق  بجی  هدایز  یهو  هعفر ، دقو  نازیملا "  یف "  امک  قودص  هقث  دیز  تلق :

I say: Zayd is thiqah (trustworthy), saduq (very truthful) as stated in al-Mizan, and he
has narrated it in a marfu’ manner. It is a ziyadah which must be accepted as it has

(been repeatedly mentioned in al-Mustalah.(3

In another hadith, the Prophet interchanged “kingdom” and “khilafah”. Imam Ibn Abi
:‘Asim records

انک لاق : لیذهلا  یبأ  نب  هللا  دبع  نع  ریبزلا ، نب  بیبح  نع  هبعـش ، انث  لیمـش ، نب  رـضنلا  انثدح  باهولا ، دبع  نب  هبده  حـلاص  وبأ  انث 
برعلا ریهامج  نم  روهمج  یف  رملأا  اذـه  هللا  نلعجیل  وأ  شیرق  نیهتنتل  رکب  نم  لجر  لاقف  هقفلا  هرکاذـن  صاعلا  نبا  ورمع  سلاجن 

.هعاسلا مایق  یلإ  شیرق  یف  هفلاخلا  لوقی : ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  تعمس  تبذک  صاعلا : نب  ورمع  لاقف 

Abu Salih Hudbah b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab – al-Nadhr b. Shumayl – Shu’bah – Habib b. al-
Zubayr

p: 108

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
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[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 2, p. 364, 8746
Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 2
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa
Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),

vol. 3, p. 72, 1084
Ibid - 3
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:Abd Allah b. Abi al-Hudhayl – ‘

We were sitting with ‘Amr b. al-‘As, discussing al-fiqh. Then, a man from Bakr, said, “If
Quraysh do not desist, Allah will place this affair in another group among Arabs.” So,
‘Amr b. al-‘As replied, “You lied! I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,

(saying: ‘The khilafah is in Quraysh till the establishment of the Hour.’”(1

:And ‘Allamah al-Albani says

دیج هدانسإ 

(Its chain is good.(2

:Ibn Abi ‘Asim further documents

ملاغ انأو  هزرب  یبأ  یلع  یبأ  عم  تلخد  لاق : هملاـس  نب  رایـس  لاهنملا  یبأ  نع  زیزعلا ، دبع  نب  نیکـس  انث  نافع ، انث  رکب ، وبأ  انثدح 
.شیرق نم  همئلأا  ملسو : هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاقف :

:Abu Bakr – ‘Affan – Sikkin b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz – Abu al-Minhal Sayyar b. Salamah

I went with my father to Abu Barzah while I was a still boy, and he (Abu Barzah) said:
(“The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: ‘The Imams are from Quraysh.’”(3

:Al-Albani comments

نسح هدانسإ  حیحص  ثیدح 

(It is a sahih hadith. Its chain is hasan.(4

We know from all these authentic ahadith that each true khalifah is a royal king, a
wali, and an Imam. By extension, we also see that the khilafah is kingdom, wilayah
and Imamah. Notably, since the khilafah is kingdom, it necessarily follows that it is

.both hereditary and dynastic in nature

(Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: Clarifying The Confusions Of Ibn Taymiyyah (Part 2 ( 14

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) says
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مث یلعو  نامثعو  رمعو  رکب  وبأ  ءافلخلا  ناکف  ناک  اذکهو  شیرق  نم  مهلک  هفیلخ  رـشع  ینثأ  یلإ  ازیزع  ملاـسلإا  لازی  ظفل لا  یفو 
یلوت

p: 109

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 1
al-Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1400 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-

Din al-Albani], vol. 2, p. 527, 1109
Ibid - 2

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 532, 1125 - 3
Ibid - 4
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زیزعلا دبع  نب  رمع  مهنیبو  هعبرلأا  هدلاوأو  کلملا  دبع  مث  دیزی  هنباو  هیواعم  هعنمو  زع  هل  راصو  هیلع  سانلا  عمتجا  نم 

And in a text “Islam will never cease to be strong till twelve khalifahs, all of them from
Quraysh”, and this was exactly how it was, for the khalifahs were Abu Bakr, ‘Umar,
‘Uthman, ‘Ali and then those upon whom the people agreed, who were strong and
invincible, ruled: Mu’awiyah, his son Yazid, ‘Abd al-Malik, and his four children, and

(‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz was one of them.(1

:Here, our Shaykh tells us that

Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, Mu’awiyah, Yazid, ‘Abd al-Malik and others were Imams • 
.from the offspring of Ibrahim

They all held the Covenant of Allah, which was Imamah, and guided humanity with • 
.His Command

.None of them was a wrongdoer, to himself or to others • 

None of them was a wrongdoer who violated any of the laws of Allah, before and • 
.during his Imamah

All of them were directly appointed by Allah, as He appointed their father, Ibrahim • 
.and all the Imams before them

All of them were kings who ruled by kingdom, and held the kingdom over the • 
.Ummah

If we take Hadith al-Thaqalayn and Hadith al-Khalifatayn into consideration, then • 
:the submissions of Ibn Taymiyyah also imply that

Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, Mu’awiyah, Yazid, ‘Abd al-Malik and the others were all • 
.from the offspring of Prophet Muhammad

They were his offspring, his Ahl al-Bayt, who never contradicted or violated the • 
.Qur’an for even a single second
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,Of course

p: 110

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 8, p. 238
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:Abu Bakr and the other Sunni khalifahs were

;not from the offspring of Muhammad or his Ahl al-Bayt • 

;not appointed by Allah • 

;not holders of the Covenant or Command of Allah • 

wrongdoers who wronged themselves and others by disobeying Allah and • 
;committing sins on several occasions

not kings who ruled by kingdom, except for Mu’awiyah and the subsequent • 
Umayyads (and Abbasids); and

not holders of kingdom over the Ummah, except for Mu’awiyah and the subsequent • 
(. Umayyads (and Abbasids

The bottom-line is: it is impossible to fit Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman, especially, into
the descriptions of the true khalifahs mentioned in the Qur’an and the authentic

.Sunnah. Undoubtedly, they were rulers

But, certainly, they were neither khalifahs nor Imams. The difference between
political or military rule and khilafah is highlighted in the story of Harun, ‘alaihi al-
salam. His blessed brother appointed him as his khalifah over his Ummah during the

:former’s absence from them

یموق یف  ینفلخا  نوراه  هیخلأ  یسوم  لاقو 

(Musa said to his brother, Harun: “Be my khalifah over my people.”(1

Meanwhile, al-Samiri overthrew Harun and installed himself, with the help of the
:masses, as the ruler of Israel

يرماسلا مهلضأو  كدعب  نم  کموق  انتف  دق  انإف  لاق 

He (Allah) said: “Verily! We have tried your people in your absence, and al-Samiri has
(led them astray.”(2
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:We also read

یننولتقی اوداکو  ینوفعضتسا  موقلا  نإ  مأ  نبا  لاق 

He (Harun) said, “O son of my mother! Indeed the people judged me weak, and were
(about to murder me.”(3

Yet, Harun remained the true khalifah of Israel, even though al-Samiri

p: 111

Qur’an 7:142 - 1
Qur’an 20:85 - 2
Qur’an 7:150 - 3

Hadith Al-Thaqalayn, the Deposed Will of the Last
Prophet to Humanity

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized
researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 169 of 287

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_111_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


had seized power. This is how things work in Islam. What confers legitimacy is not
power, but divine appointment. The Prophet appointed the Book of Allah and his

.offspring as his joint khalifahs till the Day of al-Qiyamah

Imagine if all Muslims the world over rejected the authority of the Qur’an, would that
cancel out its khilafah? Of course, its khilafah continues over the Ummah, whether
they recognize it or not! It is the same with the Ahl al-Bayt. They are the joint khalifahs
over humanity along with the Kitab – and remain so till the Hour – whether anyone

:obeys them or none does

ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرتفی  نل  امهناو 

Verily, both shall NEVER separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-
.Fount

:Another error of our dear Shaykh is his confusion of these two sentences

.Islam is strong • 

.The Ummah is strong • 

:This is why he declares

شیرق نم  مهلک  هفیلخ  رـشع  انثا  یلوت  ام  ازیزع  نیدلا  اذه  لازی  لاق لا  ثیح  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  هب  ربخأ  ام  قیدصت  اذـهو 
امیظع رشع  ینثا  دلیسو  لیعامسإب  هتراشب  یف  لاق  ثیح  هاروتلا  یف  نوروکذملا  مه  هفیلخ  رشع  انثلاا  ءلاؤهو 

لاإ فیـس  هل  ناک  نم  مهیف  سیل  ءلاؤه  نإف  لهجلا  هیاغ  یف  وهف  مهتمامإ  هضفارلا  دـقتعت  نیذـلا  مه  رـشع  ینثلاا  ءلاؤه  نأ  نط  نمو 
بلاط یبأ  نب  یلع 

This is a confirmation of what the Prophet, peace be upon him, had prophesied when
he said: “This religion will never cease to be strong as long as twelve khalifahs rule, all

of them

p: 112
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from Quraysh”. These twelve khalifahs are those mentioned in al-Tawrah, when He
(Allah) said in His glad tiding concerning Isma’il: “He will give birth to twelve great
people”. Whoever these that these twelve are those who are accepted as Imams by
the Rafidhah is in the worst level of ignorance, for there was none among them who

(held military authority except ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.(1

Ibn Taymiyyah apparently equates the might of the Ummah with that of its religion.
Meanwhile, it is perfectly possible to have a strong Islam but a weak Ummah. The
strength of the Ummah is obviously in its unity and military prowess. However, that of
the religion lies only in its ability to “stand” on the surface of the earth. This has been

:explicitly stated in another hadith

شیرق نم  مهلک  هفیلخ  رشع  انثا  مکیلع  نوکی  وأ  هعاسلا  موقت  یتح  امئاق  نیدلا  لازی  لا 

The religion will never cease to STAND until the establishment of the Hour or as long
(as there are twelve khalifahs over you, all of them from Quraysh.(2

There are always forcing struggling to push Islam to the ground. However, it will
never fall. It shall remain standing on the earth till al-Qiyamah. This is the meaning of
its strength. The inability of its enemies to terminate it is its invincibility. This is also

(: indicated in yet another hadith documented by Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H

لوسر تعمس  لاق  یئاوسلا  هرمس  نب  رباج  نع  رماع  نع  دلاجم  انث  هماسأ  نب  دامح  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

p: 113

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 8, pp. 240-241
(Ibid, vol. 3, p. 1453, 1822 (10 - 2
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یتح قرافم  لاو  فلاـخم  هرـضی  ـلا  هأواـن  نم  یلع  ارهاـظ  لازی  نل  نیدـلا  اذـه  نإ  عادولا  هجح  یف  لوقی  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا 
شیرق نم  مهلک  لاق  لاق  ام  یبلأ  تلقف  همهفأ  مل  ءیشب  ملکت  مث  لاق  هفیلخ  رشع  انثا  یتمأ  نم  یضمی 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Hammad b. Usamah – Mujalid‘
:– ‘Amir – Jabir b. Samurah al-Suwai

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying during the Farewell Hajj:
“Verily, this religion will never cease to be victorious over whoever opposes it - no
opponent or defector will be able to harm it – as long as twelve khalifahs pass from
my Ummah.” Then, he said something which I did not understand. So, I said to my

(father, “What did he say?” He replied, “All of them will be from Quraysh.”(1

:Al-Arnaut says

حیحص ثیدح 

(It is a sahih hadith(2

All praise be to Allah: our religion has continued to stand upon its two feet since the
departure of our Prophet, despite the persistent aggression and subversion of its
hardened foes to bring it down. Interestingly, as long as Islam breathes on our planet,
there is one of the twelve khalifahs from the offspring of Muhammad, placed over

.humanity by Allah as their master and guide

Contrary to the hallucinations of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah, the first of the true royal
khalifahs of this Ummah was none other than Imam ‘Ali b. Abi Talib. Imam Ibn Abi

:‘Asim (d. 287 H) records

دمحم انث 

p: 114

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 87, 20833

Ibid - 2
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لوسر لاق  لاق : سابع  نبا  نع  نومیم ، نب  ورمع  نع  جلب  یبأ  میلس  نب  ییحی  نع  هناوع ، یبأ  نع  دامح ، نب  یحی  انثدح  ینثملا ، نب 
.يدعب نم  نمؤم  لک  یف  یتفیلخ  تنأو  ایبن  تسل  کنأ  لاإ  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  تنأ  یلعل : ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا 

Muhammad b. al-Muthanna – Yahya b. Hammad – Abu ‘Awanah – Yahya b. Sulaym
Abu Balj – ‘Amr b. Maymun – Ibn ‘Abbas: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
said to ‘Ali: “You are to me of the status of Harun to Musa, with the exception that you

(are not a prophet. And you are my khalifah over every believer after me.”(1

:Dr. al-Jawabirah says

.نسح هدانسا 

(Its chain is hasan.(2

:And ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) backs him

نسح هدانسإ 

(Its chain is hasan.(3

A quick question that comes to mind here is: was ‘Ali from the offspring of
?Muhammad

The answer is simple: there are instances where a person or thing is included within a
foreign category for a specific purpose. For instance, Iblis was counted among the
angels by Allah in His Order to them to prostrate to Prophet Adam, ‘alaihi al-salam(4).
However, he was only a jinn(5). So, for the purpose of that Divine Command, Iblis was

.regarded as an angel, even though he was not

A similar situation existed between Prophet Ibrahim, ‘alaihi al-salam, and Prophet Lut,
:‘alaihi al-salam. Allah says

احونو انیدـه  لاک  بوقعیو  قاحـسإ  هل  انبهو  میلع  میکح  کبر  نإ  ءاشن  نم  تاجرد  عفرن  هموق  یلع  میهاربإ  اهانیتآ  انتجح  کـلتو 
لبق نم  انیده 

p: 115
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Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 1
al-Sunnah (Dar al-Sami’i li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’) [annotator: Dr. Basim b. Faysal al-

Jawabirah], vol. 1, pp. 799-800, 1222
Ibid - 2

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - 3
al-Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1400 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-

Din al-Albani], vol. 2, p. 565, 1188
,See Qur’an 2:34, 7:11, 17:61, 18:50, 20:116, 38:71-74 - 4

See Qur’an 18:50 - 5
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نم لک  سایلإو  یسیعو  ییحیو  ایرکزو  نینسحملا  يزجن  کلذکو  نوراهو  یـسومو  فسویو  بویأو  نامیلـسو  دوواد  هتیرذ  نمو 
نیملاعلا یلع  انلضف  لاکو  اطولو  سنویو  عسیلاو  لیعامسإو  نیحلاصلا 

And that was Our Hujjah which We gave Ibrahim against his people. We raise whom
We will in ranks. Certainly your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing. And We bestowed upon
him Ishaq and Ya’qub, each of them We guided – and We guided Nuh before (him) –
and among his offspring were Dawud, Sulayman, Ayub, Yusuf, Musa, and Harun –
thus do We reward the good-doers – and Zakariyyah, Yahya, ‘Isa and Ilyas – each
one of them was of the righteous – and Isma’il, al-Yasa’, Yunus and Lut; and each one

(of them We made superior above the worlds.(1

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H) explains

وه اذهو  .ابیلغت  هیرذـلا  یف  لخد  هنأ  لاإ  هیخأ  نبا  ناک  نإو  طولو  .روهـشملا  یلع  میهاربإ  یلع  دـئاع  هتیرذ  نمو  هلوق  یف  ریمـضلاف 
.ملعأ هللاو  هتصق  یف  انمدق  امک  حون  یلع  ریمضلا  نإ  رخلآا  لئاقلل  لماحلا 

The pronoun in his statement “and among his offspring” refers to Ibrahim according
to the popular opinion. As for Lut, even though he was his nephew, he was part of the
offspring as a minority entry. This is the problem of those who hold the second opinion
that the pronoun refers to Nuh, as we have explained in his story. And Allah knows

(best.(2

:Imam al-Qurtubi (d. 671 H) says a similar thing

دحاو ریغو  يربطلا  هراتخأو  ءارفلا  هلاق  حون ، هیرذ  نم  لیقو :  . میهاربإ هیرذ  يأ   } هتیرذ نمو  {

p: 116

Qur’an 6:83-86 - 1
Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. Kathir al-Dimashqi, al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah (Dar Ihya al- - 2

Turath al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1408 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 1, p. 192
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نم اناک  امو  طولو  سنوی  هیرذـلا  هذـه  نم  دـع  هنأب  ضرتعاو  جاجزلا ، هلاق  لولأاو   . امهریغو هیطع  نباو  يریـشقلاک  نیرـسفملا  نم 
ناک نإو  میهاربإ ، هیرذ  یلإ  نوفاضم  اعیمج  ءایبنلأا  ءلاؤه   : ساـبع نبا  لاـقو   . هتخأ نبا   : لـیقو  . هیخأ نبا  طول  ناـکو   . میهاربإ هیرذ 
دلو نع  هللا  ربخأ } امک  ابأ  معلا  لعجت  برعلاو   . میهاربإ یخأ  نبا  اطول  نلأ  مأ ، لاو  بأ  ههج  نم  هتهج  نم  هدلاو  هقحلت  مل  نم  مهیف 

میهاربإ هیرذ  نم  یـسیع  دـعو  .بوقعی  مع  لیعامـسإو   } قاحـسإو لیعامـسإو  میهاربإ  کئابآ  هلإو  کهلإ  دـبعن  اولاق  مهنأ  بوقعی 
.ملسو هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  هیرذ  اهنع  هللا  یضر  همطاف  دلاوأف  .تنبلا  نبا  وه  امنإو 

And among his offspring}, that is the offspring of Ibrahim. It is also said: among the}
offspring of Nuh – this opinion belonged to al-Fara and was adopted by al-Tabari and
many of the mufassiroon like al-Qushayri, Ibn ‘Atiyyah and others. Al-Zajjaj held the
first opinion, and he is opposed with the statement that part of those counted among
the offspring were Yunus and Lut, and they both were not from the offspring of
Ibrahim. Lut was his nephew. And Ibn ‘Abbas said: “All of these prophets are counted
among the offspring of Ibrahim, even though there are among them who were not his

.” descendants, for Lut was the nephew of Ibrahim

The Arabs consider the uncle to be a father too, as Allah informs concerning the
children of Ya’qub, when they said (to Ya’qub), “We shall worship your God, the God of

 – your fathers – Ibrahim, Isma’il, and Ishaq

p: 117
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One God, and to Him we submit.” [2:133] Isma’il was the uncle of Ya’qub. Also, ‘Isa is
counted among the offspring of Ibrahim, while he was only the son of the daughter.
Therefore, the offspring of Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with her, are offspring of

(the Prophet, peace be upon him.(1

So, Lut was counted among the offspring of Ibrahim for some specific purposes, most
likely al-nubuwwah. In this same manner, this hadith apparently includes ‘Ali within

:the offspring of Muhammad, for the specific purposes of khilafah and Imamah

يدعب نم  نمؤم  لک  یف  یتفیلخ  تنأ 

.You are my khalifah over every believer after me

The Sahabah And The Ahl Al-Bayt: Remembering The Tragic Thursday ( 15

After making the public declarations at ‘Arafat and Ghadir, and possibly at other
places too, the Messenger, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, decided to put everything down
in black and white during the last few days of his blessed lifetime. Imam al-Bukhari (d.

:256 H) records how his attempt failed

موی امو  سیمخلا  موی  لاق  هنأ  امهنع  هللا  یضر  سابع  نبا  نع  ریبج  نبا  دیعس  نع  لوحلأا  نامیلس  نع  هنییع  نبا  انثدح  هصیبق  انثدح 
باتکب ینوتئا  لاقف  سیمخلا  موی  هعجو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسرب  دتشا   : لاقف ءابـصحلا  هعمد  بضخ  یتح  یکب  مث  سیمخلا 
ینوعد لاق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  رجه  اولاقف  عزانت  یبن  دنع  یغبنی  لاو  اوعزانتف  ادبأ .  هدـعب  اولـضت  نل  اباتک  مکل  بتکأ 

تنک ام  وحنب  دفولا  اوزیجأو  برعلا  هریزج  نم  نیکرشملا  اوجرخأ   : ثلاثب هتوم  دنع  یـصوأو  هیلإ .  یننوعدت  امم  ریخ  هیف  انأ  يذلاف 
هثلاثلا تیسنو   . مهزیجأ

Qubaysah – Ibn

p: 118

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Ansari al-Qurtubi, al-Jami’ li Ahkam al- - 1
Qur’an (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi; 1405 H), vol. 7, p. 31
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Uyaynah – Sulayman al-Ahwal – Sa’id b. Jubayr – Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased‘
:with them both

Thursday! And what a Thursday it was!” Then, he (Ibn ‘Abbas) wept till the stones on“
the ground were soaked with his tears. Then, he said, “The illness of the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, became severe on Thursday, and he said, ‘Bring me a sheet
of paper so that I may write a document for you after which you will never go astray’.
They differed, and it is not proper to differ in front of a prophet. So, they said, ‘The
Messenger of Allah is raving mad.’ He replied, ‘Leave me, as I am in a better state
than what you are calling me towards.’ Then, he ordered them, when he was about to
die, to do three things: ‘Expel the idolaters from the Arabian Peninsula and show
respect to all foreign delegates by giving them gifts as I used to do.’ And I forgot the

(third.”(1

:Dr. al-Bagha defines the word used by the Sahabah to describe their Prophet

هعجو هدشل  فرعی  امب لا  ملکتی  يأ   ) رجه (

(hajara), meaning: he is saying unintelligible things due to the severity of his illness.(2)

:Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) also documents

موی لاق  هنأ  سابع  نبا  نع  ریبج  نب  دیعـس  نع  فرـصم  نب  هحلط  نع  لوغم  نب  کلام  نع  عیکو  انربخأ  میهاربإ  نب  قاحـسإ  انثدـح 
هیلع هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق  ؤلؤللا  ماظن  اهنأک  هیدخ  یلع  تیأر  یتح  هعومد  لیست  لعج  مث  سیمخلا  موی  امو  سیمخلا 

p: 119

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 3, p. 1111, 2888
Ibid - 2
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ملـس هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نإ  اولاقف  ادبأ  هدعب  اولـضت  نل  اباتک  مکل  بتکأ  هاودـلاو  حوللا  وأ  هاودـلاو  فتکلاب  ینوتئا  ملـس  و 
رجهی

Ishaq b. Ibrahim – Waki’ – Malik b. Maghwal – Talhah b. Musarrif – Sa’id b. Jubayr –
:Ibn ‘Abbas

Thursday! What a Thursday it was!” Then, tears began to flow until I saw them on his“
cheeks as if they were the strings of pearls. “The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon
him, said, ‘Bring me a shoulder-blade and an inkpot or a tablet and an inkpot, so that I
may write for you a document after which you will never go astray’. They said: ‘The

(Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, is raving mad.’”(1

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) too has this riwayah

موی سابع  نب  لاق  لوقی  ریبج  نب  دیعـس  عمـس  حیجن  یبأ  نب  لاخ  ملـسم  یبأ  نب  نامیلـس  نع  نایفـس  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
لوسرب دتـشا  لاق  سیمخلا  موی  امو  سابعلا  ابأ  ای  انلق  یـصحلا  هعومد  هرم  لاقو  هعمد  لـب  یتح  یکب  مث  سیمخلا  موی  اـمو  سیمخلا 

هنأش ام  اولاقف  عزانت  یبن  دنع  یغبنی  لاو  اوعزانتف  ادـبأ  هدـعب  اولـضت  اباتک لا  مکل  بتکا  ینوتئا  لاقف  هعجو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا 
يذه ینعی  نایفس  لاق  رجها 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Sufyan – Isma’il b. Abi Muslim,‘
:uncle of Ibn Abi Najih – Sa’id b. Jubayr – Ibn ‘Abbas

Thursday! What a Thursday it was!” Then, he wept until his tears moistened the“
pebbles. We said, “O

p: 120

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 3, p. 1257,
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father of al-‘Abbas! What was the Thursday?” He replied, “The illness of the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, became severe. So, he said, ‘Come to me so
that I may write for you a document after which you will never go astray’. But, they
disagreed, and it is not proper to disagree in front of a prophet. Then they said, ‘What

is his problem? He is raving mad.’” Sufyan (a sub-narrator) said (concerning the word
(used by the Sahabah): “It means ‘RAVING MADNESS’”.(1

:Al-Arnaut says

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.(2

:Imam al-Bukhari is back again

امو سیمخلا  موی  لوقی :  امهنع  هللا  یضر  سابع  نبا  عمس  ریبج  نبا  دیعـس  عمـس  لوحلأا  نامیلـس  نع  هنییع  نبا  انثدح  دمحم  انثدح 
هعجو ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسرب  دتـشا  لاق  سیمخلا ؟ موی  ام  سابع  ابأ  ای  تلق  یـصحلا  هعمد  لب  یتح  یکب  مث  سیمخلا  موی 
لاقف هومهفتـسا  رجهأ  هل  ام  اولاقف  عزانت  یبن  دـنع  یغبنی  لاو  اوعزاـنتف   . ادـبأ هدـعب  اولـضت  ـلا  اـباتک  مکل  بتکأ  فتکب  ینوتئا  لاـقف 
تنک ام  وحنب  دفولا  اوزیجأو  برعلا  هریزج  نم  نیکرـشملا  اوجرخأ  لاق  ثلاثب  مهرمأف   . هیلإ یننوعدت  امم  ریخ  هیف  انأ  يذلاف  ینورذ 

نامیلس لوق  نم  اذه  نایفس  لاق   . اهتیسنف اهلاق  نأ  امإو  اهنع  نتکس  نأ  امإ  ریخ  هثلاثلاو   . مهزیجأ

Muhammad – Ibn ‘Uyaynah – Sulayman al-Ahwal – Ibn Jubayr – Ibn ‘Abbas, may
:Allah be pleased with them both

Thursday! What a Thursday it was!” Then, he wept until his tears moistened the“
pebbles. So I said, “O father of

p: 121

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 222, 1935

Ibid - 2

Hadith Al-Thaqalayn, the Deposed Will of the Last
Prophet to Humanity

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized
researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 180 of 287

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_121_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_121_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Abbas! What was the Thursday?” He replied, “The illness of the Messenger of Allah,‘
peace be upon him, became severe. So, he said, ‘Bring to me so a shoulder-blade that
I may write for you a document after which you will never go astray’. But, they
disagreed, and it is not proper to disagree in front of a prophet. Then they said, ‘What

is wrong with him? He is raving mad. Ask him questions to confirm’. He said, ‘Leave
me, for that in which I am is better than that towards which you are calling me.’ Then,
he commanded them to do three things: Expel the idolaters from the Arabian
Peninsula, and show respect to all foreign delegates as I used to do.’” The third
(instruction) was the best. He either kept quiet about it or he said it but I forgot it.

(Sufyan said: “This was from the statement of Sulayman.”(1

It was such a disastrous day – so much that Ibn ‘Abbas, radhiyallahu ‘anhu, wept
abnormally when he remembered it. It was the day the Sahabah of Muhammad first
openly accused him of raving mad, of saying unintelligible things due to severe illness,
in his holy presence! We often see some Sunnis desperately trying to downplay the
shock of what the Sahabah said by mistranslating or misinterpreting the key words –
in the hadith رجهلا - ])  ) and their nominal form is al-hujr ( ] رجهأ  ) and ahajara رجه )  ) hajara

as simply “to become unconscious” or “to faint”. However, one of their

p: 122

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 3, p. 1155, 2997
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earliest classical grand Imams – Sufyan b. ‘Uyaynah (d. 198 H) – had longed closed the
door in their faces. He was explicit that the Sahabah literally intended that the Prophet
of Allah was “raving mad”, that the words they used meant exactly that. This matter is
equally confirmed by other classical ‘ulama of the Ahl al-Sunnah. Imam al-Shami (d.

:942 H), for instance, states

.شحافلا ملاکلا  یلع  قلطیو  لطابلا  لوقو  نایذهلا   : مضلاب  : رجهلا

Al-Hujr: is raving madness and irrational talk, and it is (also) used to refer to obscene,
(immoral talk.(1

:The ace Sunni linguist, Ibn Manzur (d. 711 H), says as well

.نایذهلا  : رجهلاو

(Al-Hujr: is raving madness.(2

Imam Ibn Salam (d. 224), an ancient, leading Sunni hadith expert, has this submission
:too

نایذهلا هنإف  ملاکلا  یف  رجهلا  امأو 

(As for al-hujr in statements, it is raving madness.(3

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 H) does not say anything different either

نایذهلا نوکسلا  مث  مضلاب  رجهلاو 

(Al-Hujr is raving madness.(4

At this point, we want to focus on the second term used by the Sahabah: ahajara
means “to رجه – )  ) As pointed out by Sufyan b. ‘Uyaynah, it – along with hajara رجهأ .) )
rave mad”. However, there is a second definition for it which must be taken into

:account. Imam Ibn Salam comes in again

اراجهإ رجهی  لجرلا  رجهأ   : هنم لاقی  هوحنو ، انخلاو  قطنملا  یف  شاحفلإا  رجهلا  لاق : امهریغو : یعمصلأا  نع  هضعبو  یئاسکلا  لاق 
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Al-Kisai – and part of it is from al-Asma’i and others: al-hujr is to say obscene things
and to use obscene language. It is said from it: the

p: 123

Muhammad b. Yusuf al-Salihi al-Shami, Subul al-Huda al-Rashad fi Sirah Khayr - 1
al-‘Ibad (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1414 H) [annotators: ‘Adil Ahmad

‘Abd al-Mawjud and ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’ud], vol. 11, p. 105
Abu al-Fadhl Jamal al-Din Muhammad b. Mukram b. Manzur al-Afriqi al-Misri, Lisan - 2

al-‘Arab (Beirut: Dar Sadir; 1st edition), vol. 5, p. 250
Abu ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Salam al-Harwi, Gharib al-Hadith (Haydarabad: Majlis - 3

Dairah al-Ma’arif al-‘Uthmaniyyah; 1st edition, 1384 H), vol. 2, p. 64
Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: - 4

Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Taba’ah wa al-Nashr; 2nd edition), vol. 8, p. 101
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(man ahajara, yahjur, ihjaran.(1

So, to say that someone is saying obscene things or using obscene language, the verb
to use is either ahajara or yahjur. Interestingly, both terms were among those used

:by the Sahabah to describe their Prophet

رجهی ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نإ  اولاقف 

.The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, is raving mad

:And

رجهأ هل  ام  اولاقف 

.Then they said, ‘What is wrong with him? He is raving mad

We have translated both words as “raving mad” – which is one of their definitions
anyway, influenced heavily by the commentary of Ibn ‘Uyaynah. But then, the

:translations could also be these

رجهی ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نإ  اولاقف 

.The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, is saying obscene things

:And

رجهأ هل  ام  اولاقف 

.Then they said, ‘What is wrong with him? He is saying obscene things

Qadi ‘Iyad (d. 544 H), for instance, has given both meanings to ahajara – one of the
words used by the Sahabah to qualify the Rasul. He even specifically refers to the

:hadith itself

رجهلاو يذـه  يأ  ءاـهلا  حـتفب  حیحـصلا  وه  اذـک  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  رجها  هلوقو  شحفلا  لاـق  اذإ  لـجرلا  رجها  لاـقی 
نایذهلا

It is said “the man ahajara” when he says obscene things. His statement “the
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Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, ahajara” – which is the correct form with
fathah of the al-ha (i.e. pronounced as ahajara) - means raving madness; and al-hujr

(means raving madness.(2

:Abu ‘Ubayd al-Bakri does the same too

، رجهأ  :] هنم لاقی ] ملاکلا ، نم  حیبقلا   : رجهلا

p: 124

Abu ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Salam al-Harwi, Gharib al-Hadith (Haydarabad: Majlis - 1
Dairah al-Ma’arif al-‘Uthmaniyyah; 1st edition, 1384 H), vol. 2, p. 63

Al-Qadi Abu al-Fadhl ‘Iyad b. Musa b. ‘Iyad al-Yahsubi al-Sibti al-Maliki, Mashariq - 2
al-Anwar ‘ala Sihah al-Athar (al-Maktabah al-‘Atiqah and Dar al-Turath), vol. 2, p. 529
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: سابع نبا  لاقو   . يذـه اذإ  رجهأو  ضیرملا  رجه  لاقیو  لقعی ، اـمب لا  ملکت  اذإ  هماـنم  یف  رجه  لاـقیو  حـبقی ، اـم  لاـقو  شحفأ  اذإ 
رجهأ هنأش  ام  اولاقف : يدعب  اولضت  مکل لا  بتکأ  باتکب  ینوتیا  لاقف : هعجو  ملاسلاو  هلاصلا  هیلع  هللا  لوسرب  دتشا 

Al-Hujr is obscenity in statements. It is said from it: ahajara when he says obscene
things. It is also said that he hajara in his sleep if he says irrational things. It is said
that an ill person hajara or ahjara when he raves mad; and Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The
ILLNESS of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, became severe, and he said,
‘Bring to me a paper so that I may write for you what will prevent you from going

(astray after me.’ But they said: ‘What is wrong with him? He hajara.’”(1

In any case, the implication is still the same, either way. The Sahabah would not have
accused their Prophet of saying obscene things unless they considered him – rightly

.or wrongly – to be raving mad, especially during his illness

:Imam Ibn Jarir al-Tabari (d. 310 H) also has this input

.لوقلا یف  شحفأ  اذإ  لجرلا : رجهأ   : مهلوق نم 

(They say “the man ahajara” when he makes obscene statements.(2

:Ibn Faris (d. 395 H), a well-known classical linguist, caps it

.هقطنم یف  لجرلا  رجهأ  .لاقی  قطنملا  یف  شاحفلإا  رجهلاو : .لجرلا  رجه  لاقی   . نایذهلا  : رجهلا

Al-Hujr is raving madness. It is said that the man hajara (i.e. to mean that he is
.suffering from al-hujr). Al-Hujr also means obscenity in language
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It is said that the man ahajara in his language (i.e. to mean that he uses obscene
(language).(1

This clarification by Ibn Faris – and, of course, by others too - would establish that the
:Sahabah accused the Messenger of both types of al-hujr

ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  رجه  اولاقف 

(.’ So, they said, ‘The Messenger of Allah is raving mad (hajara

:And

رجهی ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نإ  اولاقف 

(They said: ‘The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, is raving mad (yahjur).’”(2

:And

رجهأ هل  ام  اولاقف 

(.’ Then they said, ‘What is wrong with him? He is raving mad (ahajara

:And finally

رجهأ هل  ام  اولاقف 

(.’ Then they said, ‘What is wrong with him? He is saying obscene things (ahajara

But, how did the situation get to that level?! How did things become so rotten? Why

did those Sahabah flare up so badly after hearing the harmless request of the
:Prophet? Imam al-Bukhari records a report which sheds some light

هللا یلص  یبنلا  رـضح  امل   : لاق سابع  نبا  نع  هللا  دبع  نب  هللا  دیبع  نع  يرهزلا  نع  رمعم  نع  ماشه  انربخأ  یـسوم  نب  میهاربإ  انثدح 
هیلع هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نإ  رمع  لاق   . هدعب اولضت  نل  اباتک  مکل  بتکأ  مله  لاق  باطخلا  نب  رمع  مهیف  لاجر  تیبلا  یفو  لاق  ملس  هیلع و 

هللا لوسر  مکل  بتکی  اوبرق  لوقی  نم  مهنمف  اومصتخا  تیبلا  لهأ  فلتخاو   . هللا باتک  انبـسحف   . نآرقلا مکدنعو  عجولا  هبلغ  ملـس  و 
هیلع هللا  یلص  یبنلا  دنع  فلاتخلااو  طغللا  اورثکأ  املف  رمع  لاق  ام  لوقی  نم  مهنمو  هدعب  اولضت  نل  اباتک  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 
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Abu al-Husayn Ahmad b. Faris b. Zakariyyah, Mu’jam Maqayis al-Lughah (Qum: - 1
Maktab al-A’lam al-Islami; 1404 H) [annotator: ‘Abd al-Salam Muhammad Harun], vol.

6, p. 35
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نیبو ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نیب  لاح  ام  هیزرلا  لک  هیزرلا  نإ  لوقی  سابع  نبا  ناکف  هللا  دـیبع  لاق  ینع  اوموق  لاق  ملـس  و 
مهطغلو مهفلاتخا  نم  باتکلا  کلذ  مهل  بتکی  نأ 

Ibrahim b. Musa – Hisham – Ma’mar – al-Zuhri – ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah – Ibn
:‘Abbas

When the time of the death of the Prophet, peace be upon him, approached, and
there were some men in the room, and among them was ‘Umar b. al-Khattab. He (the
Prophet) said, “Come near. Let me write for you a document after which you will never
go astray.” ‘Umar said, “Verily, the illness has now fully possessed the Prophet, peace

.” be upon him. And you have the Qur’an. So, the Book of Allah is sufficient for us

The people in the room disputed. Among them were those who said, “Come near so
that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, may write for you a document after
which you will never go astray.” And among them were those who were repeating
what ‘Umar said. When their noise and dispute became very rowdy in the presence of

.” the Prophet, peace be upon him, he said, “Stand up and leave me

Narrated ‘Ubayd Allah: Ibn ‘Abbas used to say: “It was a great disaster that their
dispute and noise prevented the Messsenger of Allah, peace be upon him, from

(writing that document for them.”(1

So, it was all started by ‘Umar. He described the Messenger of Allah as having been
fully
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possessed by his illness. In other words, it was the illness that now owned, controlled
and dictated what he thought, heard, saw, said or did! He himself was no longer in
charge of anything of himself – his brain, his senses, his body. It was this heavy
statement that caused the uproar in the room; and those who accused the Prophet of
raving madness were also only “repeating what ‘Umar said”. Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah

:(d. 728 H) explains what ‘Umar’s “dilemma” was in that incident

یلع زئاج  ضرملاو  هفورعملا  هلاوقأ  نم  ناک  وأ  ضرملا  هدـش  نم  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  لوق  ناک  له  هیلع  هبتـشاف  رمع  اـمأو 
هیلع و هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  لاإ  موصعم  هنإف لا  رمع  یلع  زئاج  کشلاو  رجه  هنأب  مزجی  ملو  کلذ  یف  کشف  رجهأ  هلام  لاق  اذهلو  ءایبنلأا 

ضرعی امک  ضرملا  جـهو  نم  ناک  هملاکأ  ردـی  ملف  اضیرم  ناک  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نإف  ههبـشب  کش  دـقو  امیـس  ـلا  ملس 
هلوبق بجی  يذلا  فورعملا  هملاک  نم  ناک  وأ  ضیرملل 

As for ‘Umar, it was not clear to him whether the statement of the Prophet, peace be
upon him, was from the severity of the illness or from his intelligent statements.
Illness was possible for prophets too. This was why he (‘Umar) said, “What is wrong
with him? He is raving mad (or he is saying obscene things)”. So, he doubted in that,
and did not explicitly state that he was raving mad. Of course, it was permissible for

‘Umar to doubt - since none
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is infallible except the Prophet, peace be upon him - especially as he doubted due to
confusion. This was because the Prophet, peace be upon him, was ill. So, he (‘Umar)
did not know whether his statement was from the sparkle of the illness as it happens

(to ill people or from his intelligent statements which must be accepted.(1

Well, ignoring the blatant incoherence of the submissions, there are nonetheless
pieces of misinformation in them. First and foremost, ‘Umar expressed no doubt in his

:statement. He was direct, explicit and firm

هللا باتک  انبسحف   . نآرقلا مکدنعو  عجولا  هبلغ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نإ  رمع  لاق 

Umar said, “Verily, the illness has fully possessed the Prophet, peace be upon him.‘
.” And you have the Qur’an. So, the Book of Allah is sufficient for us

:Secondly, this is what our Shaykh has attributed to ‘Umar

رجه هنأب  مزجی  ملو  کلذ  یف  کشف  رجهأ  هلام  لاق  اذهلو 

This was why he said, “What is wrong with him? He is raving mad (or he is saying
obscene things).” So, he doubted in that, and did not explicitly state that he was raving

.mad

:However, it was not ‘Umar who uttered those words

هومهفتسا رجهأ  هنأش ؟ ام  اولاقو 

Then THEY said, ‘What is wrong with him? He is raving mad. Ask him questions to
’. confirm

Other people did. The words of ‘Umar himself are undisputed. He proclaimed that the
Messenger of Allah had totally lost control of himself – including his brain and senses –

to his illness. He did not express doubt
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al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad
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in the matter, but was instead firm on it. In fact, the fact that ‘Umar openly and boldly
countermanded the order of the Prophet is enough evidence that he (‘Umar) believed
- or at least pretended to have believed - that the Messenger was indeed raving mad.

:After all, this is what our Shaykh himself says

هلوبق بجی  يذلا  فورعملا  هملاک  نم  ناک  وأ  ضیرملل  ضرعی  امک  ضرملا  جهو  نم  ناک  هملاکأ  ردی  ملف 

So, he (‘Umar) did not know whether his statement was from the sparkle of the illness
as it happens to sick people or from his intelligent statements which must be

.accepted

If he had accepted that the Prophet was making intelligent statements, he would
have obeyed. But, he opposed the command. This means that he thought – or
pretended to have thought – that the Messenger of his Lord was talking irrationally,

.or saying obscene things, due to illness

So, we ask: what exactly in the instruction of the Prophet to his Sahabah sounded
“irrational” to warrant the attack on his mental health by them? In reality, there was

:no such thing. His statement was perfectly sensible, reasonable and intelligent

ادبأ هدعب  اولضت  نل  اباتک  مکل  بتکأ  باتکب  ینوتئا 

Bring me a sheet of paper so that I may write a document for you after which you will
.never go astray

At this point, this author recalls an incident which took place in early 2007, some
months after his conversion to Shi’ism. He was investigating the statements of ‘Umar

,and his group
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which called into question the mental health of the Messenger of Allah. This author
asked a Sufi brother his opinion on what they did. “Of course,” he replied, “they had a
point! The Prophet was unlettered. He was Ummi, as the Qur’an has called him. Yet,
he was asking for pen and paper to write!” This author was very shocked. “You mean”,
he asked the Sufi, “the Prophet was indeed raving mad as they claimed?!” He
strangely, however, refused to answer that question. It was obvious nonetheless. If
he had believed that the Messenger of Allah was mentally healthy, he would have
.stated so in reply. By keeping quiet, he silently hinted a “yes” to this author’s question

There are millions of Muslims, especially from the Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah, who
strongly believe that the Prophet was unlettered throughout his lifetime. They mostly
base their position on the fact that he has been called “the Ummi Prophet” in the Book

:of Allah, and on this verse

نولطبملا باترلا  اذإ  کنیمیب  هطخت  لاو  باتک  نم  هلبق  نم  ولتت  تنک  امو 

Neither did you (O Muhammad) read any book before it, nor did you write any book
with your right hand. In that case, indeed, the followers of falsehood might have

(doubted.(1

Well, the word ummi has several meanings. An unlettered person is an ummi in truth.
But, every person of Makkan origin is also an ummi. Another name for Makkah is
Umm al-Qura(2). So, linguistically, anyone from the blessed city may either be called a
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Makkan or an Ummi. As such, there is no conclusive evidence from that term for the
alleged illiteracy of the Messenger of Allah. It could go either way. Besides, the above
ayah seems to undermine – rather than strengthen - the Sunni claim: Muhammad
never wrote or read any book before the Qur’an. This suggests that he actually wrote
and read after the start of its descent. In fact, this is explicitly confirmed in the Book

:itself

همیق بتک  اهیف  هرهطم  افحص  ولتی  هللا  نم  لوسر 

A Messenger from Allah, reading purified pages. In them are correct and straight
(laws.(1

?An unlettered fellow never “reads” any pages, does he

Another clear proof of the literacy of the Prophet (since the start of the Qur’an) is this
report of al-Bukhari of what happened at al-Hudaybiyyah, four years before he was

:accused of raving madness by his Sahabah

يذ یف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  رمتعا   : لاق هنع  هللا  یـضر  ءاربلا  نع  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نع  لیئارـسإ  نع  یـسوم  نب  هللا  دیبع  انثدـح 
هیلع یـضاق  ام  اذه  اوبتک  باتکلا  اوبتک  املف  مایأ  هثلاث  اهب  میقی  نأ  یلع  مهاضاق  یتح  هکم  لخدی  هوعدی  نأ  هکم  لهأ  یبأف  هدعقلا 

انأ لاق  هللا  دـبع  نب  دـمحم  تنأ  نکل  كاعنم  ام  هللا  لوسر  کنأ  ملعن  ولف  اهب  رقن  اولاـقف لا  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  دـمحم 
ملـس هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ذخأف  ادبأ  كوحمأ  هللاو لا  لاق لا   . هللا لوسر  حما  یلعل  لاق  مث   . هللا دـبع  نب  دـمحم  انأو  هللا  لوسر 

هیلع یضاق  ام  اذه  بتکف  باتکلا 
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نم ادـحأ  عنمی  نأو لا  هعبتی  نأ  دارأ  نإ  دـحأب  اـهلهأ  نم  جرخی  ـلا  نأو  بارقلا  یف  ـلاإ  حلاـس  هکم  لخدـی  ـلا  هللا  دـبع  نب  دـمحم 
.اهب میقی  نأ  دارأ  هباحصأ 

:Ubayd Allah b. Musa – Israil – Abu Ishaq – al-Bara, may Allah be pleased with him‘

When the Prophet, peace be upon him, intended to perform ‘Umrah in the month of
Dhi al-Qa’dah, the people of Makkah did not let him enter Makkah till he settled the
matter with them by promising to stay in it for three days only. When they wrote the
document (of treaty), they wrote: “These are the terms on which Muhammad, the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, agreed”. They said, “We will not agree to this,
for if we believed that you are the Messenger of Allah, we would not prevent you, but
you are Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah.” He said, “I am the Messenger of Allah and also
Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah.” Then, he said to ‘Ali, “Rub off (the words) ‘the Messenger of
Allah.’” He (‘Ali) replied, “No, by Allah, I will never rub you off.” So, the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, took the document AND WROTE, “This is what Muhammad
b. ‘Abd Allah has agreed upon: No arms will be brought into Makkah except in their
cases, and nobody from the people of Makkah will be allowed to go with him even if

he wished to follow him and he will not prevent any of his companions
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(from staying in Makkah if the latter wants to stay.”(1

?! How could an unlettered person have achieved such a feat

In any case, the problem of ‘Umar and his supporters with the instruction of their
:Prophet was only the bold phrase below

ادبأ هدعب  اولضت  نل  اباتک  مکل  بتکأ  باتکب  ینوتئا 

Bring me a sheet of paper so that I may write a document for you after which you will
.never go astray

:We have drawn this conclusion from ‘Umar’s own reply to it

هللا باتک  انبسحف   . نآرقلا مکدنعو  عجولا  هبلغ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نإ  رمع  لاق 

Umar said, “Verily, the illness has seized total control of the Prophet, peace be upon‘
.” him. And you have the Qur’an. So, the Book of Allah is sufficient for us

:Meanwhile, just a few weeks before, the Rasul had proclaimed at ‘Arafat

یتیب لهأ  یترتعو  هللا  باتک  اولضت  نل  هب  متذخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دق  ینإ  سانلا  اهیأ  ای 

O mankind! I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never
.” go astray: the Book of Allah AND my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt

:A few days later, at Ghadir Khumm, he repeated the call

یتیب لهأو  مکیدیأب ، هببسو  هدیب ، هببس  هللا  باتک  اولضت : نل  هب  متذخأ  نإ  ام  مکیف  تکرت  دق 

I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray: the
Book of Allah – one end of which is in His Hand and the other in your hands – AND my

.” Ahl al-Bayt

It was
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certain that the Prophet of Allah was going to write – either in his own handwriting or
through dictation – this same order of his to all humanity. He wanted it to be his
written decree to the Ummah till the Hour; and we in our generation could have had a
glance of it. ‘Umar caught wind of his intention – which was obvious anyway
considering the similarities in his wordings. Then, he (‘Umar) delivered a preemptive
response to the Messenger: “we do not want your offspring with the Qur’an; we want

”! the Book of Allah alone

Umar’s issue was not whether the Prophet was literate or illiterate. In fact, he raised‘
absolutely no objection on that point – which reinforces the conviction that the Rasul
was literate later in life. Rather, he and his group were not prepared at all to accept
the Ahl al-Bayt over them alongside the Book of Allah as masters and guides after the

.Prophet

In order to ensure their success, the ‘Umarists placed a question mark on the mental
competence of the Messenger of the Rabb before he was able to write anything. So,
even if he had proceeded with his plan, the document would have been rejected after
his death by the ‘Umarist movement – who would have named it the product of an
deranged mind. In fact, this could have had a counterproductive effect on his earlier

.public pronouncements on the same matter

Therefore, in his great wisdom – and, obviously, in accordance

p: 135
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with a new decree from his Lord – Muhammad abandoned the idea and left
everything to the Judgment of Allah. Meanwhile, as history would later confirm, it was
on that calamitous Thursday, in that sad room, and at that fateful hour, that Sunni
Islam was born, under the leadership of ‘Umar b. al-Khattab. Since that Thursday,
Sunni Muslims have never ceased to reject the offspring of the Prophet, his Ahl al-
Bayt, as the inseparable partner of the Qur’an in providing leadership and guidance to

.the Ummah in particular, and to humanity in general

The Sahabah And The Ahl Al-Bayt: The Betrayal Was Predicted ( 16

The Prophet of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, named Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib,
‘alaihi al-salam, as the first khalifah after him. He also indicated that all the other
khalifahs will be from his offspring. In particular, he declared that all the khalifahs
after him will be twelve in number, that they all would be royal Imams, and that their

.reign would continue uninterrupted till the Day of al-Qiyamah

He further declared them the guides of this Ummah after him till the Hour, and that
they never ever separate from the Qur’an - not even for one second. However, he
equally prophesied that the Ummah would betray ‘Ali (and, by extension, all the other

:khalifahs) once he was gone! Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 H) copies

یـضر ایلع  تعمـس   : لاق دیزی ، نب  هبلعث  تعمـس  لاق : تباث ، یبأ  نب  بیبح  ینربخأ  هفیلخ ،  نب  رطف  انث  میعن ،  وبأ  وه  لضفلا  انثدح 
هللاو لوقی :  هنع ، هللا 

p: 136
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يدعب نم  کنوردغیس  ملسو : هیلع  هللا  یلص  یملأا  یبنلا  دهعل  هنإ 

:Al-Fadhl, Abu Na’im – Fitr b. Khalifah – Habib b. Abi Thabit – Tha’labah b. Yazid

I heard ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, saying: “I swear by Allah, verily, the Ummi
(Prophet, peace be upon him, told me: “They will soon betray you after me.”(1

:The Salafi annotator, ‘Abd Allah al-Shahri, comments

فیعض وهف  امهتعدب  دیؤُی  ثیدحلا  اذه  و  ناعیشتم ، ناقودص  امهنإف  دیزی  نب  هبلعث  و  هفیلخ ، نب  رطف  لاحل  دانسلإا  اذهب  فیعض 

It is dha’if with this chain, due to the status of Fitr b. Khalifah and Tha’labah b. Yazid,
for both of them were very truthful and Shi’is and this hadith supports their bid’ah.

(Therefore, it is dha’if.(2

So, al-Shahri’s only problem with the sanad is the Shi’ism of Fitr and Tha’labah. Even
though both were “very truthful”, this hadith of theirs cannot be accepted only
because it supports their Shi’ism. A “scientific” way of discrediting reports, isn’t it?!
Before examining the legitimacy of al-Shahri’s methodology, let us first look at the

.narrators of hadith, in order to have a clearer view of the whole picture

As an initial observation, a key merit of this sanad is that it is perfectly connected.
There is no break whatsoever among its narrators, and each of them explicitly
declared that he literally heard the hadith from the mouth of his shaykh. Moreover, all

.the narrators are completely reliable without question

:Al-Hafiz states about the first narrator

دامح نب  ورمع  نیکد  مساو  یفوکلا  نیکد  نب  لضفلا 

p: 137

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Matalib al-‘Aliyah bi Zawaid al-Masanid al- - 1
Thamaniyyah (Riyadh: Dar al-‘Asimah; 1st edition, 1420 H) [annotator: ‘Abd Allah b.

Ẓafir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Shahri], vol. 16, p. 64, 3919
Ibid - 2
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تبث هقث  هتینکب  روهشم  میملا  مضب  یئلاملا  میعن  وبأ  لوحلأا  مهلاوم  یمیتلا  ریهز  نب 

Al-Fadhl b. Dukayn al-Kufi - and the name of Dukayn was ‘Amr b. Hammad b. Zuhayr -
al-Tamimi, their freed slave, al-Ahwal, Abu Na’im al-Mulai, well-known with his kunya:

(Thiqah (trustworthy), accurate.(1

:Concerning the second narrator, he further declares

عیشتلاب یمر  قودص  نونلاو  هلمهملاب .  طانحلا  رکب  وبأ  مهلاوم  یموزخملا  هفیلخ  نب  رطف 

Fitr b. Khalifah al-Makhzumi, their freed slave, Abu Bakr al-Hanat: Saduq (very
(truthful), accused of Shi’ism.(2

:What of the third narrator? Al-Hafiz says

سیلدتلاو لاسرلإا  ریثک  ناکو  لیلج  هیقف  هقث  یفوکلا  ییحی  وبأ  مهلاوم  يدسلأا  رانید  نب  دنه  لاقیو  سیق  تباث  یبأ  نب  بیبح 

Habib b. Abi Thabit Qays – and it is said Hind – b. Dinar al-Asadi, their freed slave, al-
(Kufi: Thiqah (trustworthy), a meritorious jurist. He used to do a lot of irsal and tadlis.(3

Meanwhile, he has narrated with explicit sima’ above. So, his irsal and tadlis are
.inapplicable and inconsequential here

:Finally, this is what al-Hafiz states about the last narrator

یعیش قودص  یفوک  میملا  دیدشتو  هلمهملا  رسکب  ینامحلا  دیزی  نب  هبلعث 

(Tha’labah b. Yazid al-Himmani, a Kufan: Saduq (very truthful), a Shi’i.(4

This chain, therefore, is absolutely hasan without a doubt! It is simply faultless and
.unassailable

As for al-Shahri’s rejection of the hadith on account of the Shi’ism of two of its
:narrators, we will let another Salafi hadith scientist, al-Mua’lami (d. 1386 H) reply him

امم اًریثک  اهیف  دجو  مهتایاور  عبتت  نمو  حاحـصلا ، یف  اهوجرخأو  مهثیداحأب  اوجتحاو  هعدتبملا  نم  هعامج  ثیدـحلا  همئأ  قثو  دـقو 
ملعلا لهأو  مهعدب ، هرهاظ  قفاوی 
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Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 1
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. 11,

5418
Ibid, vol. 2, p. 16, 5458 - 2
Ibid, vol. 1, p. 183, 1087 - 3
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اهل هتیاورب  اهیوار  یف  لاو  اهیوار  هعدبب  اهیف  نینعاط  ریغ  ثیداحلأا  کلت  نولوأتی 

The Imams in the hadith sciences have declared as trustworthy a lot of the heretics,
and have taken their (i.e. the heretics’) ahadith as hujjah, and have recorded them (i.e.
those reports) in their Sahih books. And whoever researches their (the heretics’)
narrations finds that a lot of them apparently agree with their heresies. The scholars
give alternative interpretations for those ahadith without attacking them (i.e. the
ahadith) on account of the heresy of their narrators, nor do they attack the narrators

(for narrating them.(1

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) too seconds him‘

انعط کلذ  ربتعی  لافأ  نامیلس ، نب  رفعج  وهو  رخآ ، یعیـش  هل  دوهـشملا  دنـس  یف  کلذکو  یعیـش ، دهاشلا  اذه  يوار  لئاق : لاق  نإف 
! ؟ هیف هلعو  ثیدحلا  یف 

هبیسح وهف  هبر ، نیبو  هنیب  وهف  بهذملا  امأو  ظفحلاو ، قدصلا  وه  امنإ  ثیدحلا  هیاور  یف  هربعلا  نلأ  لاک  لوقأف :

If someone says: “The narrator of this corroborative hadith (i.e. that of Ajlah) was a
Shi’i, and also in the chain of the main hadith, there is another Shi’i, and he is Ja’far b.

?” Sulayman. Does this not justify attack on the hadith and constitute a fault in it

So, I answer: “Not at all, because the requirements in the transmission of hadith are
ONLY truthfulness and sound memory. As for the madhhab (of the narrator), that is

(between him and his Lord, and He is sufficient for him.(2

:A third Salafi hadith scientist, al-Turayfi, also traces the practice to the Sunni Imams

هیاور یف  لصلأاو 

p: 139

Abd al-Rahman b. Yahya b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Mu’alami al-‘Atmi al-Yamani, al- - ‘ 1
Tankil bi ma fi Ta-anib al-Kawthari min al-Abatil (al-Maktab al-Islami; 2nd edition, 1406
H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Zuhayr al-Shawish and ‘Abd al-
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Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 2
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa
Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),

vol. 5, p. 262, 2223
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اذه یلعو  هرفکل ، دری  ذئنیحف  هتعدبب ، رفک  دـق  نکی  مل  ام  مأ لا ، هتعدـب  قفاوی  امیف  يور  ءاوس  لوبقلا ، هقث  اًطباض  ناک  اذإ  عدـتبملا 
هربخ نوححصیو  اًتبث ، هقث  ناک  اذإ  عدتبملل  نوجرخی  مهف  ظافحلا ، همئلأا 

The default position concerning the report of a heretic, if he was accurate and
trustworthy, is to accept it, regardless of whether he narrated concerning what
agrees with his bid’ah (heresy) or not, as long as he had not apostatized through his
heresy. In such a case, it will be rejected due to his kufr (disbelief). This was the
practice of the Imams who were hadith scientists, for they used to narrate from the
heretic if he was trustworthy and accurate, and used to declare his report to be

(sahih.(1

The bottomline is that al-Shahri’s methodology of weakening the hadith is both
.unprofessional and crude

:Meanwhile, al-Hafiz copies a second, different chain for the hadith

، یلع نع  يدولأا ، سیردإ  یبأ  نع  ملاس ، نب  لیعامـسإ  نع  میـشه ، انث  مشاه ، ینب  یلوم  دایز  نب  نمحرلا  دـبع  انث  ثراحلا : لاـقو 
يدعب نم  کب  ردغتس  هملأا  هذه  نإ   : ملسو هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق :

Al-Harith – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ziyad, freed slave of Banu Hashim – Hushaym – Isma’il
:b. Salim – Abu Idris al-Awdi – ‘Ali

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “Verily, this Ummah will soon betray
(you after me.”(2

:Al-Shahri again comments

لاحلا لوهجم  يدولأا  سیردإ  ابأ  نلأ  دانسلإا  اذهب  فیعض 

(It is dha’if with this chain because Abu Idris al-Awdi is majhul al-hal.(3

This time, he is unable to accuse

p: 140
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wa al-Athar fi Irwa al-Ghalil (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Rushd li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st
edition, 1422 H), p. 546

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Matalib al-‘Aliyah bi Zawaid al-Masanid al- - 2
Thamaniyyah (Riyadh: Dar al-‘Asimah; 1st edition, 1420 H) [annotator: ‘Abd Allah b.

Ẓafir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Shahri], vol. 16, p. 65, 3920
Ibid - 3
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any of the narrators of Shi’ism, or to find any other defect – real or imagined – in the
chain other than Abu Idris. But then, is Abu Idris really majhul al-hal? ‘Ali Shiri, in his
tahqiq of Tarikh Madinah Dimashq - while commenting under the above riwayah –

:identifies who Abu Idris was for us

يدولأا نمحرلا  دبع  نب  دیزی  سیردإ  وبأ  وهو 

(He was Abu Idris Yazid b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Awdi.(1

:Who then was he? Al-Hafiz has the answer

لوبقم دواد  وبأ  هلمهم ، اهدعب  هنکاس  واوب  يدولأا  دوسلأا  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  دیزی 

Yazid b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Aswad al-Awdi, Abu Dawud: Maqbul (accepted when
(seconded).(2

Obviously, he is NOT majhul al-hal, but maqbul. This means that whenever he is
seconded in his report, it is established from his shaykh. However, if he is alone in
narrating a riwayah, then it is dha’if. We know already that he was seconded by

.Tha’labah b. Yazid. Therefore, this second sanad of the hadith is also sahih or hasan

:Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) has included the report of al-Awdi in his Mustadrak too

یبأ نع  ملاس  نب  لیعامسإ  نع  میـشه  انث  نوع  نب  ورمع  انث  زیزعلا  دبع  نب  یلع  انث  هکمب  یحمجلا  دمحأ  نب  رمع  صفح  وبأ  انثدح 
هدعب یب  ردغتس  هملأا  نأ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  یلإ  دهع  امم  نإ  لاق  هنع  هللا  یضر  یلع  نع  يدولأا  سیردإ 

Abu Hafs ‘Umar b. Ahmad al-Jamhi – ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz – ‘Amr b. ‘Awn – Hushaym –
Isma’il b. Salim – Abu Idris al-Awdi – ‘Ali, may Allah

p: 141

Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Habat Allah b. ‘Abd Allah, Ibn Asakir al-Shafi’i, - 1
Tarikh Madinah Dimashq (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1st edition, 1417 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri],

vol. 42, p. 447, footnote 7
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 2
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. 328,
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:be pleased with him

Verily, part of what the Prophet, peace be upon him, told me is that the Ummah“
(would soon betray me after him.”(1

:Then, he declares

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith has a sahih chain.(2

:And Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) concurs

حیحص

(Sahih(3

:Al-Hakim has documented a further shahid

یتلم یلع  شیعت  تنأو  يدعب  کب  ردغتـس  هملأا  نإ  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یل  لاق  لوقی  ایلع  تعمـس  يدـسلأا  نایح  نع 
هسأر نم  هتیحل  ینعی  اذه  نم  بضختس  هذه  نإو  ینضغبأ  کضغبأ  نمو  ینبحأ  کبحأ  نم  یتنس  یلع  لتقتو 

:Narrated Hayyan al-Asadi

I heard ‘Ali saying: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said to me: “Verily, the
Ummah will soon betray you after me; and you will live upon my religion, and you will
be killed upon my Sunnah. Whoever loves you loves me, and whoever hates you hates
me. Verily, this will soon be painted from this”, he meant: his beard (will be drained

(with blood) from his head.(4

:Al-Hakim declares

حیحص

(Sahih(5

:Al-Dhahabi has the same verdict too
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حیحص

(Sahih(6

Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani has provided details of the sanad of this riwayah in his
:Itihaf

نع روفعی ، یبأ  نب  سنوی  انث  نمحرلا ، دـبع  نب  ییحی  انث  جایه ، نب  رمع  نب  دـمحم  انث  فلخ ، نب  مثیهلا  اـنث  ظـفاحلا ،  یلع  وبأ  اـنث 
.هب هنع ،  هیبأ ،

Abu ‘Ali al-Hafiz – al-Haytham b. Khalaf – Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. Hayyaj – Yahya b.
‘Abd al-Rahman – Yunus b. Abi Yafur – his father – from him (Hayyan al-Asadi) with

(it.(7

,As we have seen, both al-Hakim and al-Dhahabi declared it sahih. Obviously

p: 142

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 150, 4676
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3

Ibid, vol. 3, p. 153, 4686 - 4
Ibid - 5
Ibid - 6

Abu al-Fadhl Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Itihaf al- - 7
Maharat (Madinah al-Munawwarah: Markaz Khidmah al-Sunnah wa al-Sirah al-
Nabawiyyah; 1st edition, 1415 H), vol. 11, p. 296, 14043. Al-Hafiz has cited Mustadrak of
al-Hakim as his source for the chain, immediately after quoting the hadith, verbatim
as above. In modern editions of Mustadrak, the sanad is missing. It is most likely that
al-Hafiz had access to a extinct manuscript of Mustadrak which contained the full
chain. Al-Hafiz too made a scribal error in copying the name of Hayyan al-Asadi. He

.has misspelt his name as Aban al-Asadi
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it provides additional strength to the other chains of the riwayah. It is our firm belief,
anyway, that the combined force of the three asanid leaves absolutely no doubt
about the authenticity of the report. Even al-Shahri, despite his extreme bias, is

:unable to escape the fact in his final conclusion about the hadith

هریغل نسح  ثیدحلاف  اعم  نیقیرطلا  یلإ  رظنلاب  نکل  هدح  یلع  قیرط  لک  یلإ  رظنلاب  فیعض  ثیدحلا  نأ  عم  و 

That the hadith is dha’if by looking at each chain individually; however, by looking at
the two chains together (i.e. those of Tha’labah b. Yazid and Abu Idris al-Awdi), then

(the hadith is hasan li ghayrihi.(1

The Messenger of Allah prophesied that “the Ummah” would betray Amir al-Muminin
‘Ali b. Abi Talib after him. The word “Ummah” was generalized by him. So, he was
referring to the generality of the Ummah, and not just a small section of it. They would
“betray” his chosen khalifah after his death. Of course, as history confirms, the
generality of the Ummah – including the Sahabah - truly did betray Amir al-Muminin

.after the death of the Rasul

Despite that he had explicitly named ‘Ali as his khalifah after him, they became
traitors against the latter and installed a rebel leader in his place. Interestingly, Imam
‘Ali identified both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar as two among the traitors mentioned in the
hadith of the Prophet of Allah. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) quotes ‘Umar saying to him and

:‘Abbas

یلص هللا  لوسر  یفوت  املف 

p: 143

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Matalib al-‘Aliyah bi Zawaid al-Masanid al- - 1
Thamaniyyah (Riyadh: Dar al-‘Asimah; 1st edition, 1420 H) [annotator: ‘Abd Allah b.

Ẓafir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Shahri], vol. 16, p. 67, 3921
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راب قداصل  هنإ  ملعی  هللاو  انئاخ  ارداغ  امثآ  ابذاک  هامتیأرف  ملـس ....  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلو  انأ  رکب  وبأ  لاـق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا 
انئاخ ارداغ  امثآ  ابذاک  ینامتیأرف  رکب  ابأ  یلوو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یلو  انأو  رکب  وبأ  یفوت  مث  قحلل  عبات  دشار 

When the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, died, Abu Bakr said: “I am the wali
of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.”.... So both of you (‘Ali and ‘Abbas)
thought him (i.e. Abu Bakr) to be a liar, sinful, A TRAITOR and dishonest. And Allah
knows that he was really truthful, pious, rightly-guided and a follower of the truth. Abu
Bakr died and I became the wali of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and
the wali of Abu Bakr. So both of you thought me to be a liar, sinful, A TRAITOR and

(dishonest.(1

(The Sahabah And The Ahl Al-Bayt: Hadith Al-Hawdh (Part 1 ( 17

The Qur’an informs us that we will be in three different categories on the Day of al-
:Qiyamah

نوقباسلا نوقباسلاو  همأشملا  باحصأ  ام  همأشملا  باحصأو  هنمیملا  باحصأ  ام  هنمیملا  باحصأف  هثلاث  اجاوزأ  متنکو 

And you will be three kinds. So, Companions of the Right Hand, who will be
Companions of the Right Hand? And Companions of the Left Hand, who will be

(Companions of the Left Hand? And those foremost will be foremost.(2

Those who will be in the “foremost” group will be the nearest people to Allah in al-
Jannah(3). All the other members of Paradise will be from the Right

p: 144

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 3, p. 1376,
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Qur’an 56:7-10 - 2
Qur’an 56:10-12 - 3
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Hand group(1). Our concern in this research are those who will be on the Left Hand.
:Everyone who will enter Hellfire will be from the Companions of the Left Hand

میرک لاو  دراب  مومحی لا  نم  لظو  میمحو  مومس  یف  لامشلا  باحصأ  ام  لامشلا  باحصأو 

And Companions of the Left Hand, who will be Companions of the Left Hand? In fierce
(hot wind and boiling water, and shadow of black smoke, neither cool, nor good.(2

:And

هدصؤم ران  مهیلع  همأشملا  باحصأ  مه  انتایآب  اورفک  نیذلاو 

And those who disbelieved in Our Verses, they will be Companions of the Left Hand.
(The Fire will be shut over them.(3

.May Allah protect us from ever being among the Companions of the Left Hand

The question here is about the Sahabah: will any of them be from the Companions of
the Left Hand? We ask this because they generally failed to accept the offspring of

.the Messenger, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, as khalifahs and supreme guides after him

So, what exactly will the consequence of their flouting of Hadith al-Thaqalayn and
Hadith al-Khalifatayn be? Are they really going to suffer any punishment from Allah

?for their disobedience

Furthermore, the Prophet had warned that his Ummah must follow his offspring after
him in order to remain upon the true guidance. Well, the Sahabah did not heed his

?warning. So, did they derail from the Right Path

:Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) records the answer

ناک هنأ  بیسملا  نبا  نع  باهش  نبا  نع  سنوی  ینربخأ  لاق  بهو  نبا  انثدح  حلاص  نب  دمحأ  انثدح 

p: 145
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Qur’an 56:41-44 - 2
Qur’an 90:19-20 - 3
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نوؤلحیف یباحصأ  نم  لاجر  ضوحلا  یلع  دری  لاق  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نأ   : ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  باحصأ  نع  ثدحی 
يرقهقلا مهرابدأ  یلع  اودترا  مهنإ  كدعب  اوثدحأ  امب  کل  ملع  کنإ لا  لوقیف  یباحصأ ؟  بر  ای  لوقأف  هنع 

Ahmad b. Salih – Ibn Wahb – Yunus – Ibn Shihab – Ibn al-Musayyab, who used to
narrate from the Sahabah of the Prophet, peace be upon him, that the Prophet, peace

:be upon him, said

Some men from my Sahabah will come to my Lake-Fount and they will be driven
away from it. So, I will say, “O my Lord, my Sahabah!” It will be said, “You have no

(knowledge of what they INNOVATED after you: they turned APOSTATES.”(1

This hadith was transmitted by the Sahabah themselves, and it reflects the true
Islamic position on the matter. Many of the Sahabah became “innovators” and
“apostates” after the death of the Messenger of Allah. As a result, they will be
Companions of the Left Hand on the Day of al-Qiyamah, and will thereby be thrown

.into Hellfire

One of the Sahabah who spread this bad news about his kind was Anas. Imam Muslim
:(d. 261 H) has his report

نب سنأ  انثدح  لاق  ثدحی  بیهص  نب  زیزعلادبع  تعمس  لاق  بیهو  انثدح  رافصلا  ملـسم  نب  نافع  انثدح  متاح  نب  دمحم  ینثدحو 
ینود اوجلتخا  یلإ  اوعفرو  مهتیأر  اذإ  یتح  ینبحاـص  نمم  لاـجر  ضوحلا  یلع  ندریل  لاـق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نأ  کـلام 

يردت کنإ لا  یل  نلاقیلف  یباحیصأ  یباحیصأ  بر  يأ  نلوقلأف 

p: 146

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 5, p. 2407, 6214
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كدعب اوثدحأ  ام 

Muhammad b. Hatim – ‘Affan b. Muslim al-Saffar – Wuhayb – ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Suhayb –
:Anas b. Malik

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said, “Some persons from amongst those who kept
me company will meet me at the Lake-Fount. I will see them, and they will be
presented to me. Then, they will be forced away from me. I will say: ‘O my Lord, my
Sahabah! My Sahabah’. It will be said to me: ‘You do not know what they INNOVATED

(after you.’”(1

We will, in the last chapter of this book, identify some of these innovators among the
Sahabah, through sahih Sunni riwayat. Some of these names may severely bother

.some of our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah

:Imam al-Bukhari has documented the hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas too, on this matter

لوسر لاق  لاق :  امهنع  هللا  یـضر  سابع  نبا  نع  ریبج  نب  دیعـس  نع  نامعنلا  نب  هریغملا  نع  نایفـس  انثدح  فسوی  نب  دمحم  انثدح 
یسکی نم  لوأف   .} نیلعاف انک  انإ  انیلع  ادعو  هدیعن  قلخ  لوأ  انأدب  امک  أرق } مث  لارغ  هارع  هافح  نورشحت   : ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا 

ذنم مهباقعأ  یلع  نیدترم  اولازی  مل  مهنإ  لاقیف  یباحـصأ  لوقأف  لامـشلا  تاذو  نیمیلا  تاذ  یباحـصأ  نم  لاجرب  ذـخؤی  مث  میهاربإ 
مهیلع بیقرلا  تنأ  تنک  ینتیفوت  املف  مهیف  تمد  ام  ادیهـش  مهیلع  تنکو  میرم } نب  یـسیع  حـلاصلا  دـبعلا  لاق  امک  لوقأف  مهتقراـف 

 } میکحلا زیزعلا  تنأ  کنإف  مهل  رفغت  نإو  كدابع  مهنإف  مهبذعت  نإ   . دیهش ءیش  لک  یلع  تنأو 

نع هللا  دبع  یبأ  نع  رکذ  فسوی  نب  دمحم  لاق 

p: 147

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1800,
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هنع هللا  یضر  رکب  یبأ  مهلتاقف  رکب  یبأ  دهع  یلع  اودترا  نیذلا  نودترملا  مه  لاق  هصیبق 

Muhammad b. Yusuf – Sufyan – al-Mughirah b. al-Nu’man – Sa’id b. Jubayr – Ibn
:‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them both

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “You will be resurrected bare-
footed, naked and uncircumcised.” Then he recited: {As We began the first creation,
We shall repeat it: a promise We have undertaken. Truly, We shall do it} [21:104]. He
continued: “The first to be dressed will be Ibrahim. Then, some of my Sahabah will be
taken towards the right side AND TOWARDS THE LEFT SIDE. So, I will say: ‘My
Sahabah!’ It will be said, ‘THEY HAD BEEN APOSTATES SINCE YOU LEFT THEM.’ I will
then say as the Righetous Servant, ‘Isa b. Maryam, said: {And I was a witness over
them whilst I lived amongst them. But, when You caused me to die, You were the
Watcher over them, and You are a Witness to all things. If You punish them, they are
Your slaves, and if You forgive them, You, only You, are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise}

[.” [5:117-118

Muhammad b. Yusuf narrated from Abu ‘Abd Allah that Qubaysah said: “They were
those who apostatized during the time of Abu Bakr. So, Abu Bakr, may Allah be

(pleased with him, fought them.”(1

Qubaysah, one of the Sunni Imams, identified the apostates among the Sahabah as
only those of them who renounced Islam during the rule of Abu Bakr. Our contention

is

p: 148

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 3, p. 1271, 3263
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that the apostates truly included, but were far more than just the Ahl al-Riddah. More
.details will be provided

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) records the testimony of yet another Sahabi

هیلع و هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  هرکب  یبأ  نع  نسحلا  نع  دیز  نب  یلع  انأ  هملـس  نب  دامح  انث  نافع  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
یباحـصأ بر  نلوقـلأف  ینود  اوـجلتخا  مهتیأرو  یلإ  اوـعفر  اذإ  یتـح  ینآرو  ینبحـص  نمم  لاـجر  ضوـحلا  یلع  ندریل  لاـق  مـلس 

كدعب اوثدحأ  ام  يردت  کنإ لا  لاقیف  یباحصأ 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Affan – Hammad b. Salamah –‘
:‘Ali b. Zayd – al-Hasan – Abu Bakrah

:The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said

Some persons from amongst those who kept me company AND SAW ME will meet me
at the Lake-Fount. They will be presented to me and I will see them. But then, they will
be forced away from me. So, I will say, “O my Lord! My Sahabah! My Sahabah!” It will

(be said, “You do not know what they INNOVATED after you.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

هریغل حیحص 

(Sahih li ghayrihi(2

:Al-Bukhari returns again with the riwayah of Abu Hurayrah

ناـک هنأ  هریره  یبأ  نع  بیـسملا  نب  دیعـس  نع  باهـش  نبا  نع  سنوی  نع  یبأ  انثدـح  یطبحلا  دیعـس  نب  بیبـش  نب  دـمحأ  لاـقو 
بر اـی  لوقأـف  ضوحلا  نع  نوـلجیف  یباحـصأ  نم  طـهر  هماـیقلا  موـی  یلع  دری  لاـق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوـسر  نأ   : ثدـحی

يرقهقلا مهرابدأ  یلع  اودترا  مهنإ  كدعب  اوثدحأ  امب  کل  ملع  کنإ لا  لوقیف  یباحصأ 

Ahmad b. Shabib

p: 149
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[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 48, 20512
Ibid - 2
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b. Sa’id al-Hinti – my father – Yunus – Ibn Shihab – Sa’id b. al-Musayyab – Abu
:Hurayrah, that he used to say

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: On the Day of al-Qiyamah, a group
from my Sahabah will meet me. But, they will be driven away from the Lake-Fount.
So, I will say, “O my Lord! My Sahabah!” Then, He will say, “You have no knowledge of

(what they INNOVATED after you: they turned APOSTATES.”(1

:Ahmad b. Hanbal has the testimony of yet another Sahabi

شایع یبأ  نب  نامعنلا  نع  مزاح  یبأ  نع  رانید  نب  هللا  دـبع  نب  نمحرلا  دـبع  اـنث  دواد  نب  نامیلـس  اـنث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
كدعب اوثدحأ  ام  يردت  کنا لا  لیقف  یباحصأ  یباحصأ  لوقأف  لاق  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نا  يردخلا  دیعـس  یبأ  نع  یقرزلا 

يدعب لدب  نمل  اقحس  اقحس  لاق  وأ  ادعب  ادعب  لوقأف  لاق 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Sulayman b. Dawud – ‘Abd al-‘
Rahman b. ‘Abd Allah b. Dinar – Abu Hazim – al-Nu’man b. Abi ‘Ayyash al-Zarqi – Abu

:Sa’id al-Khudri

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: “So, I will say, ‘My Sahabah! My Sahabah!’ It will
be said, ‘You do not know what they INNOVATED after you.’ Then I will say, ‘Woe,

(woe to whoever changed after me.’”(2

:Al-Arnaut says

حیحص

(Sahih(3

:Imam al-Bukhari also documents that of Ibn Mas’ud

یبنلا نع   : هنع هللا  یـضر  هللا  دبع  نع  لئاو  ابأ  تعمـس  لاق  هریغملا  نع  هبعـش  انثدح  رفعج  نب  دمحم  انثدح  یلع  نب  ورمع  ینثدحو 
یلص

p: 150
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Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 5, p. 2407, 6213

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 2
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 28, 11236
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يردت کنإ لا  لاقیف  یباحـصأ  بر  ای  لوقأف  ینود  نجلتخیل  مث  مکنم  لاجر  نعفریلو  ضوحلا  یلع  مکطرف  انأ  لاق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا 
كدعب اوثدحأ  ام 

Amr b. ‘Ali – Muhammad b. Ja’far – Shu’bah – al-Mughirah – Abu Wail – ‘Abd Allah,‘
:may Allah be pleased with him

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: I will be your predecessor at the Lake-Fount.
Some persons from amongst you will be presented to me. Then they will be forced
away from me. Therefore, I will say, “O my Lord! My Sahabah!” It will be said, “You do

(not know what they INNOVATED after you.”(1

He was addressing his Sahabah, and clearly stated that the innovators would be
.“from amongst” them

:Imam Ahmad documents the report of Hudhayfah as well

نع لئاو  یبأ  نع  نیصحو  دوعسم  نب  نع  لئاو  یبأ  نع  هریغملا  نع  میـشه  انثدح  نامعنلا  نب  جیرـس  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
اوجلتخا مهتفرع  اذإ  یتح  مکنم  لاجر  یل  عفریل  مکرظنأ  ضوحلا  یلع  مکطرف  انأ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لااق  هفیذـح 

كدعب اوثدحأ  ام  يردت  کنإ لا  لاقیف  یباحصأ  یباحصأ  بر  لوقأف  ینود 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Shurayh b. al-Nu’man –‘
Hushaym – al-Mughirah – Abu Wail – Ibn Mas’ud AND Husayn – Abu Wail –

:Hudhayfah, both of them (Ibn Mas’ud and Hudhayfah) said

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I will be your predecessor at the
,Lake-Fount, expecting you. Some persons from amongst you will be presented to me

p: 151

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 5, p. 2404, 6205
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and I will recognize them. Then, they will be forced away from me. So, I will say, ‘O my
Lord! My Sahabah! My Sahabah!’ It will be said, ‘You do not know what they

(INNOVATED after you.’”(1

:Al-Arnaut comments

حیحصلا لاجر  تاقث  هلاجر  یناثلا  دانسلإاو  حیحص  هدانسإ  لولأا  نادانسإ : هل  ثیدحلا  اذه 

This hadith has two chains. The first chain is sahih, and the narrators of the second
(chain are thiqah (trustworthy) narrators of the Sahih.(2

:Ahmad also records

هللا یلص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  هفیذح  نع  لئاو  یبأ  نع  نیصح  انثدح  ملـسم  نب  زیزعلا  دبع  انث  دمـصلا  دبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
اوثدحأ ام  يردت  کنإ لا  یل  لاقیف  یباحصأ  بر  یباحـصأ  بر  لوقأف  ینود  نوجلتخیف  ماوقأ  ضوحلا  یلع  ندریل  لاق  ملـس  هیلع و 

كدعب

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd al-Samad – ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b.‘
:Muslim – Husayn – Abu Wail – Hudhayfah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “Groups of people will meet me at
the Lake-Fount. But, they will be forced away from me. So, I will say, ‘O my Lord, my
Sahabah! O my Lord, my Sahabah!’ It will be said to me, ‘You do not know what they

(INNOVATED after you.’”(3

:Al-Arnaut comments

حیحص ثیدح 

(A sahih hadith(4

:Imam al-Haythami (d. 807 H) copies the hadith of another prominent Sahabi

 : لوقأف ینود  اوجلتخا  مهتیأر  اذإ  یتح  یباحـصأ  نم  لاـجر  یل  نعفریل  لاـق " :  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نع  دوعـسم  یبأ  نعو 
 " كدعب اوثدحأ  ام  يردت  کنإ لا  لاقیف :  یباحصأ 

Narrated Abu
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p: 152

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 393, 23385

Ibid - 2
Ibid, vol. 5, p. 388, 23338 - 3

Ibid - 4
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:Mas’ud, from the Prophet, peace be upon him

Some persons from my Sahabah will be presented to me. When I see them, they will
be forced away from me. So, I will say, “My Sahabah!” Then it will be said, “You do not

(know what they INNOVATED after you.”(1

:Al-Haythami says

حیحصلا لاجر  هلاجرو  یناربطلا  هاور 

(Al-Tabarani recorded it and its narrators are narrators of the Sahih.(2

:Imam Ahmad has not relented yet

یلص یبنلا  تعمس  لوقی  لاهس  تعمس  لاق  مزاح  یبأ  نع  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  بوقعی  انث  دیعـس  نب  هبیتق  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
یننوفرعیو مهفرعأ  ماوقأ  یلع  ندریلو  ادبأ  هدعب  أمظی  مل  برش  نمو  برـش  درو  نم  ضوحلا  یلع  مکطرف  انأ  لوقی  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا 

لاق لوقی  لاهس  تعمـس  اذکه  لاقف  ثیدحلا  اذه  مهثدحأ  انأو  شایع  یبأ  نب  نامعنلا  ینعمـسف  مزاح  وبأ  لاق  مهنیبو  ینیب  لاحی  مث 
لوقأف كدـعب  اولمع  ام  يردـت  کنإ لا  لاقیف  ینم  مهنأ  لوقیف  دـیزی  تعمـسل  يردـخلا  دیعـس  یبأ  یلع  دهـشأ  انأو  لاق  معن  تلقف 

يدعب لدب  نمل  اقحس  اقحس 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Qutaybah b. Sa’id – Ya’qub b. ‘
:‘Abd al-Rahman – Abu Hazim – Sahl

I heard the Prophet, peace be upon him, saying: “I will be your predecessor at the
Lake-Fount, and whoever will pass by there, he will drink from it and whoever will
drink from it, he will never again be thirsty. Groups of people will meet me. I will
recognize them and they will recognize me.Then, a barrier will be placed between me

.” and them

Abu Hazim

p: 153

Nur al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Majma’ al-Zawaid (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1412 - 1
H), vol. 10, pp. 662-663, 18471

Ibid - 2

Hadith Al-Thaqalayn, the Deposed Will of the Last
Prophet to Humanity

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized
researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 226 of 287

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_153_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_153_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


said: al-Nu’man b. Abi ‘Ayyash heard me while I was narrating this hadith to them and
said. “Did you hear this from Sahl?” I said, “Yes.” He said, “I bear witness that I heard
Abu Sa’id al-Khudri adding (as part of the hadith): “I will say: ‘They are from me’. It will
be said, ‘You do not know what they did after you.’ I will say, ‘Woe to those who

(changed after me.’”(1

:Al-Arnaut declares

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.(2

:Imam Muslim returns again

لوسر تعمس  لوقت  هشئاع  عمس  هنأ  هکیلم  یبأ  نب  هللادیبع  نب  هللادبع  نع  میثخ  نبا  نع  میلس  نب  ییحی  انثدح  رمع  یبأ  نبا  انثدحو 
لاـجر ینود  نعطتقیل  هللاو  مکنم  یلع  دری  نم  رظتنأ  ضوحلا  یلع  ینإ  هباحـصأ  ینارهظ  نیب  وـهو  لوـقی  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا 

مهباقعأ یلع  نوعجری  اولاز  ام  كدعب  اولمع  ام  يردت  کنإ لا  لوقیف  یتمأ  نمو  ینم  بر  يأ  نلوقلأف 

Ibn Abi ‘Umar – Yahya b. Salim – Ibn Khaytham – ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Ubayd Allah b. Abi
:Mulaykah – ‘Aishah

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying while he was in front of his
Sahabah: “I will be at the Lake-Fount, expecting whosoever from amongst you will
meet me. By Allah, some persons will be cut away from me, and I will, as a result say
‘O my Lord! From me, and from my Ummah.’ He will say, ‘You do not know what they

did after you. They did not cease to

p: 154

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 333, 22873

Ibid - 2
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(turn back upon their heels.’”(1

:And al-Bukhari caps it with the report of her sister

یبنلا لاق   : تلاق امهنع  هللا  یـضر  رکب  یبأ  تنب  ءامـسأ  نع  هکیلم  یبأ  نبا  ینثدح  لاق  رمع  نب  عفان  نع  میرم  یبأ  نب  دیعـس  انثدـح 
له لاقیف  یتمأ  نمو  ینم  بر  اـی  لوقأـف  ینودـسان  ذخؤیـسو  مکنم  یلع  دری  نم  رظنأ  یتحـضوحلا  یلع  ینإ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

 . مهباقعأ یلع  نوعجری  اوحرب  ام  هللاو  كدعب  اولمع  ام  ترعش 

اننید نع  نتفن  وأ  انباقعأ  یلع  عجرن  نأ  کب  ذوعن  انإ  مهللا  لوقی  هکیلم  یبأ  نبا  ناکف 

Sa’id b. Abi Maryam – Nafi’ b. ‘Umar – Ibn Abi Mulaykah - Asma b. Abi Bakr, may Allah
:be pleased with them both

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: “I will be at the Lake-Fount expecting whoever
will meet me from amongst you. Some people will be taken away from me. So, I will
say, “They are from me, and from my Ummah.” It will be said, “Do you know what they

.” did after you? By Allah! They did not cease to turn back upon their heels

As a result (of this hadith) Ibn Abi Mulaykah used to say: “O Allah, we seeks refuge
(with You from turning back on our heels or facing trials in our religion”.(2

:With this, the ahadith have been narrated by, at least, the following Sahabah

Anas b. Malik . 1

Ibn ‘Abbas . 2

Abu Bakrah . 3

Abu Hurayrah . 4

Abu Sa’id al-Khudri . 5

Abd Allah b. Mas’ud . ‘ 6

Hudhayfah . 7

Abu Mas’ud . 8
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Sahl . 9

Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah . 10

Asma b. Abi Bakr . 11

So, the tawattur of this matter

p: 155

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1794,

(2294 (28
Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 2
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 5, p. 2409, 6220

Hadith Al-Thaqalayn, the Deposed Will of the Last
Prophet to Humanity

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized
researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 229 of 287

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.is beyond question

(The Sahabah And The Ahl Al-Bayt: Hadith Al-Hawdh (Part 2 ( 18

As expected, our ‘ulama from the Ahl al-Sunnah have offered various explanations for
Hadith al-Hawdh, some of them deliberately aimed at saving certain famous

:Sahabah. Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H), for instance, states

یف احدق  بجوی  کلذو لا  نیدلا  یف  هل  هرـصن  نمم لا  بارعلاا  هافج  نم  موق  دترا  امناو  دحأ  هباحـصلا  نم  دتری  مل  یباطخلا  لاقو 
مهددع هلق  یلع  ریغصتلاب  یباحیصأ  هلوق  لدیو  نیروهشملا  هباحصلا 

Al-Khattabi said: “None of the Sahabah ever apostatized. It was only a group from the
Bedouin Arabs, among those who had no help in the religion. Therefore, this does not
constitute a blemish on the well-known Sahabah; and his statement usayhabi (“my

(Sahabah”) with tasghir points to their small number.(1

:Imam al-Mubarakfuri (d. 1282 H) also submits

مهبارضأو دوسلأاو  هملیسم  باحصأک  همایأ  یف  اوملسأ  نیذلا  بارعلأا  نم  دترا  نم  مهب  دیری  یضاقلا  لاق 

Al-Qadhi said: “He intended by them those who apostatized among the Bedouin Arabs
who had accepted Islam during his lifetime, like the companions of Musaylamah and

(al-Aswad and their likes.”(2

:He further adds concerning the ahadith

لاوقأ یلع  دارملا  یف  ءاملعلا  فلتخأ  امم  اذه  يوونلا  لاق 

 …. نودترملاو نوقفانملا  هب  دارملا  نأ  اهدحأ 

 …. هدعب دترا  مث  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نمز  یف  ناک  نم  دارملا  نأ  یناثلاو 

عدبلا باحصأو  دیحوتلا  یلع  اوتام  نیذلا  رئابکلا  یصاعملا  باحصأ  دارملا  نأ  ثلاثلاو 

ملاسلاا نع  مهتعدبب  اوجرخی  مل  نیذلا 

Al-Nawawi said: “This is part of what the scholars dispute about its meaning,
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:submitting various opinions

.... One of them is that those intended were the hypocrites and apostates

The second opinion is that those intended

p: 156

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: - 1
Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Taba’ah wa al-Nashr; 2nd edition), vol. 11, p. 333

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat - 2
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1410

H), vol. 9, p. 6
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were those who lived during the lifetime of the Prophet, peace be upon him, and then
.... apostatized after him

The third opinion is that those intended are the major sinners who die upon al-tawhid
(i.e. as true Muslims) and the heretics whose heresy does not take them out of

(Islam.”(1

Therefore, the various Sunni explanations of the ahadith can be summarized in this
:manner

The “Sahabah” mentioned in the reports were the Bedouin Arabs who renounced
Islam during the rule of Abu Bakr. None of the Muhajirun, Ansar or other major

.Sahabah were involved or included

Or, rather, those “Sahabah” were the hypocrites and apostates during the lifetime of
(. the Prophet (and perhaps beyond

.Or, those “Sahabah” are actually the “major sinners” and minor heretics of all times

The affected “Sahabah” were “few” because the Messenger, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi,
.in some ahadith, called them usayhabi with tasghir

However, looking at the actual ahadith, one must conclude that none of the Sunni
interpretations is accurate. For instance, the reports identify the Sahabah meant as
those “who kept me company and saw me” and “I will recognize them and they will
recognize me”. This rules out the claim that the “Sahabah” in the riwayat are all major

.sinners and minor heretics

None of such people in our times, for example, ever saw the Prophet or kept him
company! Yet, those descriptions do not match the Bedouin Arabs either. They were
nomadic people, who wandered in the desert, round about the city of al-Madinah.

Some of them might have

p: 157
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Ibid, vol. 7, p. 93 - 1
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seen the Messenger of Allah. But, they certainly were not keeping him company in the
city and elsewhere. In fact, the Qur’an distinguishes between them and the people of

:Madinah

هنیدملا لهأ  نمو  نوقفانم  بارعلأا  نم  مکلوح  نممو 

And among the Bedouin Arabs round about you, some are hypocrites, and so are
(some among the people of al-Madinah.(1

:And

هسفن نع  مهسفنأب  اوبغری  لاو  هللا  لوسر  نع  اوفلختی  نأ  بارعلأا  نم  مهلوح  نمو  هنیدملا  لهلأ  ناک  ام 

It was not becoming of the people of al-Madinah and the Bedouin Arabs round about
them to remain behind the Messenger of Allah and to prefer their own lives to his

(life.(2

Therefore, the Bedouin Arabs lived outside al-Madinah. So, they were unable to keep
company of the Prophet. To do that, they must first settle in the city, which they never
did. Moreover, it was impossible for the Messenger to have personally known many of
them. They lived far away from him. It was even possible that he never, for once, set

.his eyes on a lot of them

Yet, the ahadith are clear that he will recognize the affected Sahabah in the
!Hereafter

The bottom-line is that the Sahabah who will be driven into Hellfire for their
“innovations” were those who lived with the Rasul in al-Madinah, kept him company,

.and were known personally to him

:Part of what supports our position are these words of Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah

یلع دری  نم  رظتنأ  ضوحلا  یلع  ینإ  هباحصأ  ینارهظ  نیب  وهو  لوقی  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  تعمس 

p: 158
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Qur’an 9:101 - 1
Qur’an 9:120 - 2
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مکنم

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying while he was in front of his
Sahabah: “I will be at the Lake-Fount, expecting whosoever from amongst you will

.” meet me

He was addressing his Sahabah. By default, this took place in al-Madinah, as there is
nothing to suggest otherwise. Then, he declared that those who will be driven away
from the Lake-Fount were from amongst those same Sahabah “in front of” him.
Moreover, al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) documents for us the unmistakable interpretation of a

:senior Sahabi

امهنع هللا  یـضر  بزاع  نب  ءاربلا  تیقل  لاق : هیبأ  نع  بیـسملا  نب  ءلاعلا  نع  لیـضف  نب  دمحم  انثدـح  باکـشإ  نب  دـمحأ  ینثدـح 
هدعب انثدحأ  ام  يردت  کنإ لا  یخأ  نبا  ای  لاقف  هرجشلا  تحت  هتعیابو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  تبحص  کل  یبوط  تلقف 

Ahmad b. Ishkab – Muhammad b. Fudhayl – al-‘Ala b. al-Musayyab – his father (al-
(: Musayyab

I met al-Bara b. ‘Azib, may Allah be pleased with them both, and I said,
“Congratulations to you! You kept company of the Prophet, peace be upon him, and
gave him ba’yah under the Tree”. As a result of this, he replied, “O son of my brother,

(you do not know what WE HAVE INNOVATED after him.”(1

This is important. It confirms that those Sahabah who kept company of the
Messenger of Allah and gave him ba’yah under the Tree became innovators after him.
The language of al-Bara was general. This shows that the innovations were very

widespread among this category of Sahabah; and they

p: 159

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 4, p. 1529, 3937
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were primarily Muhajirun and Ansar! This however does not rule out the fact that
.some of them also never deviated from the Qur’an and Sunnah

So, the argument that the “Sahabah” in the Hadith al-Hawdh refers to the Bedouin
Arabs or to anyone in the post-Sahabah era simply cannot hold. The innovators were
from the inhabitants of al-Madinah and so were able to keep company of the Prophet,
and many of them also gave him ba’yah under the Tree of al-Hudaybiyyah. They
were people who saw him, and were amongst the very Sahabah he was addressing
with the ahadith during his lifetime. A key point in the reports is highlighted in this

:riwayah of Abu Sa’id al-Khudri

لاق وأ  ادعب  ادعب  لوقأف  لاق  كدـعب  اوثدـحأ  ام  يردـت  کنا لا  لیقف  یباحـصأ  یباحـصأ  لوقأف  لاق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نا 
يدعب لدب  نمل  اقحس  اقحس 

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: “So, I will say, ‘My Sahabah! My Sahabah!’ It will
be said, ‘You do not know what they INNOVATED after you.’ Then I will say, ‘Woe,

(woe to WHOEVER CHANGED after me.’”(1

These Sahabah were upon the upright religion throughout the lifetime of the
Messenger, but only “changed” after his death. This indicates that they could not have
been the hypocrites – who were never upon al-Haqq, to begin with(2). This theme
prevails throughout the riwayat; and emphasis is laid upon the fact that these

.Sahabah will be in Hellfire solely for what they innovated after the Prophet

Their innovations constituted

p: 160

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 28, 11236

See Qur’an 4:142, 9:67-68, and 48:6 - 2
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apostasy from Islam, as well. Certainly, some bid’ahs are of such seriousness. In
order to apostatize, one must first be upon the true religion. The fact that these
Sahabah became apostates through their bid’ahs after the Messenger shows clearly
that they were within Islam before then. This obviously was not the condition of the

.hypocrites

Al-Khattabi attempts to downplay the significance of these revelations about the
:Sahabah

مهددع هلق  یلع  ریغصتلاب  یباحیصأ  هلوق  لدیو 

his statement usayhabi (“my Sahabah”) with tasghir points to their small number

To him, these heretical “Sahabah” – whom he incorrectly identifies as Bedouin Arabs –
were only few in number. His proof is that the Messenger, in some ahadith, called
them usayhabi, which is truly a reference to a small number of Sahabah. What al-
Khattabi fails to mention, however, is that the Prophet has also called them ashabi
the plural of qawm. Both ashabi ماوقأ ,)  ) in most of the ahadith, as well as aqwam یباحصأ ) )
are terms that can refer to very large numbers of people. In ماوقأ )  ) and aqwam یباحصأ ) )

(fact, aqwam itself could mean entire “nations” or “races”.(1

The most logical explanation for these different terminologies is that the apostate
Sahabah will be coming to the Messenger of the Lord in groups of various sizes –
( ماوقأ  ) some very small, some very big. This equally justifies why the word aqwam
groups] has been used in some riwayat. As for the small groups, the Prophet will call]

them usayhabi; and he will identify the large groups as ashabi. Imam

p: 161

Hans Wehr, A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic, ed. J. Milton Cowan (Ithaca, - 1
New York: Spoken Languages Services; 3rd edition, 1976 CE), p. 800; see also Dr. Rohi
Baalbaki, al-Mawrid: A Modern Arabic-English Dictionary (Beirut: Dar al-‘Ilm li al-

Malayin; 7th edition, 1995 CE), p. 877
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al-Bukhari documents a report of Abu Hurayrah, which gives additional strength to
:our submissions

نع هریره :  یبأ  نع  راسی  نب  ءاطع  نع  للاه  ینثدح  لاق  یبأ  انثدح  حـیلف  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح  یمازحلا  رذـنملا  نب  میهاربإ  ینثدـح 
یلإ لاق  نیأ ؟ تلقف  مله  لاقف  مهنیبو  ینیب  نم  لجر  جرخ  مهتفرع  اذإ  یتح  هرمز  اذإ  مئان  اـنأ  اـنیب  لاـق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا 
ینیب نم  لـجر  جرخ  مهتفرع  اذإ  یتح  هرمز  اذإ  مث   . يرقهقلا مهراـبدأ  یلع  كدـعب  اودـترا  مهنإ  لاـق  مهنأـش ؟ اـمو  تلق  هللاو  راـنلا 

مهنمـصلخی هارأ  لاف  يرقهقلا  مهرابدأ  یلع  كدعب  اودـترا  مهنإ  لاق  مهنأش ؟ ام  تلق  هللاو  رانلا  یلإ  لاق  نیأ ؟ تلق  مله  لاقف  مهنیو 
معنلا لمه  لثم  لاإ 

Ibrahim b. al-Mundhir al-Huzami – Muhammad b. Fulayh – my father – Hilal – ‘Ata b.
:Yasar – Abu Hurayrah

In my dream, a group of persons (zumrah) came. Once I recognized them, a man
came between me and them, saying (to them), “Let’s go”. I said, “To where?” He
replied, “To Hellfire, I swear by Allah!” I asked, “What is their offence?” He said, “They

!” apostatized after you

Then, another group came, and when I recognized them, a man came between me
and them, saying (to them), “Let’s go”. I said, “To where?” He replied, “To Hellfire, I
swear by Allah!” I asked, “What is their offence?” He said, “They apostatized after

.” you

(I do not see any of them escaping except very few.(1

:Commenting on the word used in the hadith, Dr. al-Bagha writes

هعامج  ) هرمز (

(Zumrah) means a jama’ah.(2)

Meanwhile, a jama’ah can refer to

p: 162

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.
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Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 5, p. 2407, 6215
Ibid - 2
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any group of two people or more. In fact, a group of millions is still only a jama’ah! For
instance, the entire worldwide Sunni population of more than one billion people are a
single jama’ah. This hadith mentions two such groups. However, the use of aqwam
elsewhere confirms that they were more than two. The above report has only ماوقأ ) )
cut short the long story. In any case, the terms adopted by the Messenger of Allah
suggest that the overall numbers of apostate Sahabah were great. This seems to be

:the message of this part of the hadith too

معنلا لمه  لثم  لاإ  مهنمصلخی  هارأ  لاف 

.I do not see any of them escaping except very few

Was the Prophet saying “I did not see any of the apostates escaping except a few”?
Of course, he never could have said or meant that. Apostates never escape Hellfire in
the Hereafter. They enter it inescapably and burn therein eternally(1). The most
obvious meaning of the phrase is that only very few from each group (zumrah, qawm)

.will be free

Most of each group of Sahabah – whom he knew personally – that will come to the
Lake-Fount will be thrown into Hellfire for blasphemous heresies; and only a tiny
number of each set will be acquitted. This, of course, confirms absolutely that the
overwhelming majority of the Sahabah became first-grade innovators after the death

.of the Messenger

(The Sahabah And The Ahl Al-Bayt: Hadith Al-Hawdh (Part 3 ( 19

Perhaps, it is time to see the faces of some of these heretics. We know

p: 163

See Qur’an 2:39, 4:168-169 and 64:10 - 1
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already from al-Bara that the Sahabah who gave ba’yah to the Prophet, sallallahu
‘alaihi wa alihi, under the Tree of al-Hudaybiyyah were among them. These, of
course, were the most senior Sahabah – from the Muhajirun, the Ansar and some

:others. Writing about these people, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) says

مه هرجـشلا و  تحت  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  اوعیاب  نیذـلا  مه  هوعیاب  نیذـلا  هتعاط و  یف  اولخد  هوعیاب و  نیملـسملا  نإ  مث 
هرجهلا و نامیلإا و  لهأ  مه  هنع و  اوضر  مهنع و  هللا  یـضر  ناسحإب  مهوعبتا  نیذـلا  راصنلأا و  نیرجاهملا و  نم  نولولأا  نوقباـسلا 

هدابع نب  دعس  لاإ  هتعیب  نع  فلختی  مل  داهجلا و 

Besides, the Muslims gave ba’yah to him (i.e. Abu Bakr) and obeyed him. Those who
gave ba’yah to him were those same who gave ba’yah to the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, under the Tree, and they were the foremost Muhajirun and Ansar
and those who followed them in good deeds. Allah was pleased with them and they
were pleased with Him; and they were people of iman, Hijrah and jihad, and none

(refused to give him (i.e. Abu Bakr) bay’ah except Sa’d b. ‘Ubadah.(1

Obviously, Allah was pleased with them generally during the lifetime of the Prophet,
because they had iman and were righteous(2). However, they “changed” after him,
and “innovated” in the religion. These later actions removed the Pleasure of Allah from
them, and cancelled His Promises to them – which were hinged upon their continued

iman and righteousness

p: 164

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 450
There were a few exceptions though, such as those of them who accused the Rasul - 2
of mental illness on the tragic Thursday. But, the vast majority of them remained upon

.the truth until after the death of the Prophet
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.(anyway(1

Meanwhile, we have Sunni reports which also identify some of these Sahabah by
:name with various other bid’ahs. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) records one of them

میهاربإ نع  ریمع  نب  هرامع  نع  مکحلا  نع  هبعش  انثدح  رفعج  نب  دمحم  انثدح  ینثملا  نبا  لاق  راشب  نباو  ینثملا  نب  دمحم  انثدحو 
نیمؤملا ریمأ  ثدحأ  ام  يردت  کنإف لا  كایتف  ضعبب  كدیور  لجر  هل  لاقف  هعتملاب  یتفی  ناک  هنأ  یسوم  یبأ  نع  یـسوم  یبأ  نب 

اولظی نأ  تهرک  نکلو  هباحصأو  هلعف  دق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نأ  تملع  دق  رمع  لاقف  هلأسف  دعب  هیقل  یتح  دعب  کسنلا  یف 
مهسؤر رطقت  جحلا  یف  نوحوری  مث  كارلأا  یف  نهب  نیسرعم 

Muhammad b. al-Muthanna and Ibn Bashar – Muhammad b. Ja’far – Shu’bah – al-
:Hakam – ‘Amarah b. ‘Umayr – Ibrahim b. Abi Musa – Abu Musa

I used to give fatwas in favour of Hajj al-Tamattu’. So, a person said to me, “Exercise
restraint in delivering some of your fatwas, for you do not know what the Commander
of the Believers has INNOVATED in the Hajj rites during your absence.” I met him
subsequently and asked him and he replied, “I know that the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, and his Sahabah performed it. But, I hate that the married
persons should have intercourse with their wives under the shade of trees, and then

(set out for Hajj with water trickling from their heads.”(2

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) documents a fuller version

سیق نع  يروثلا  انأ  قازرلا  دبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

p: 165

In the Qur’an, Allah has made His Pleasure and all His promises of Paradise - 1
conditional upon the steadfastness (istiqamah) of the believer upon the Right
Guidance. The moment he slides back, everything he had previously earned goes up
in smoke. See Qur’an 41:30-32 and 46:13-14. Even Prophet Muhammad too was ordered
to be steadfast in his Islam. See Qur’an 11:112. In recognition of this fact, Allah
commanded him to tell his Ummah that he (Muhammad) too would enter Hellfire if he
slid back. See Qur’an 2:120, 10:15 and 69:44-47. So, the fact that Allah was once pleased
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with a Sahabi, or that he had promised him Paradise during the lifetime of His
Messenger, is not sufficient. It has to be shown that the Sahabi did not later slide back

.from the Right Guidance by innovating bid’ahs or committing grave atrocities
Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 2
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 2, p. 896,

(1222 (157
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ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  ینرمأ  يذلاب  سانلا  یتفأ  تلز  ام   … لاق يرعشلأا  یـسوم  یبأ  نع  باهـش  نب  قراط  نع  ملـسم  نب 
یتفأ ماقملا  وأ  دوسلأا  رجحلا  دنع  مئاق  انأ  انیبف  هنع  یلاعت  هللا  یضر  رمع  نمز  مث  هنع  یلاعت  هللا  یـضر  رکب  یبأ  نمز  مث  یفوت  یتح 

ثدحأ دق  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  ناف  كایتفب  لجعت  لاقف لا  ینراسف  لجر  یناتأ  ذإ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هب  ینرمأ  يذلاب  سانلا 
یضر رمع  مدقف  لاق  اومتأف  هبف  مداق  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  نإف  دئتیلف  ائیش  کسانملا  یف  هانیتفأ  انک  نم  سانلا  اهیأ  تلقف  ائیش  کسانملا  یف 

نإو مامتلاب  رمأی  هنإف  لج  زع و  هللا  باتکب  ذـخأن  نإ  معن  لاق  ائیـش  کسانملا  یف  تثدـحأ  له  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  ای  تلقف  هنع  یلاعت  هللا 
يدهلا رحن  یتح  للحی  مل  هنإف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  انیبن  هنسب  ذخأن 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – al-Thawri –‘
:Qays b. Muslim – Tariq b. Shihab – Abu Musa al-Ash’ari

I continued to give fatwas to the people with what the Messenger of Allah, peace be ... 
upon him, commanded me (i.e. Hajj al-Tamattu’) till he died, then during the time of
Abu Bakr, may Allah the Most High be pleased with him, then during the time of ‘Umar,
may Allah the Most High be pleased with him. Then, while I was standing near the
Black Stone or the Maqam, I gave fatwa to the people with that which the Messenger

of Allah, peace be upon him, commanded

p: 166
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me. At that point, a man came to me and whispered to me, saying “Exercise constraint
with your fatwas, for the Commander of the Believers had INNOVATED something in
the Hajj rites.” So, I said, “O people, whomever we gave any fatwa concerning the
Hajj rites, let him wait, for the Commander of the Believers is about to come to you,

.” and you should follow him

Umar, may Allah the Most High be pleased with him, then came and I said, “O‘
Commander of the Believers! Did you INNOVATE something in the Hajj rites?” He
replied, “Yes. If we follow the Book of Allah the Almighty, it commands to do al-tamam
(i.e. Hajj al-Tamattu’); and if we follow the Sunnah of our Prophet, peace be upon him,

(he, peace be upon him, did not put off ihram till he had sacrificed the animal.”(1

:Al-Arnaut says

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.(2

But, what exactly was this self-confessed “innovation” of ‘Umar in the Hajj rites?
:Imam al-Nasai (d. 303 H) records the answer

نب نع  سواط  نع  لیهک  نب  هملـس  نع  فرطم  نع  هزمح  وبأ  انأبنأ  لاق  یبأ  انأبنأ  لاق  قیقـش  نب  نسحلا  نب  یلع  نب  دـمحم  اـنربخأ 
ینعی ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  اهلعف  دـقلو  هللا  باتک  یفل  اهنإو  هعتملا  نع  مکاهنلأ  ینإ  هللاو  لوقی  رمع  تعمـس  لاق  ساـبع 

جحلا یف  هرمعلا 

Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Shaqiq – my father – Abu Hamzah – Mutarrif –
Salamah b. Kuhayl – Tawus – Ibn

p: 167

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 393, 19523

Ibid - 2
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:Abbas‘

I heard ‘Umar saying, “I swear by Allah, I forbid you from Hajj al-Tamattu’ while it
certainly is in the Book of Allah and the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,

(practised it.” He meant the performance of ‘Umrah during Hajj.(1

:Allamah al-Albani says‘

دانسلإا حیحص 

(It has a sahih chain(2

Interesting, isn’t it? Allah commands Hajj al-Tamattu’ in His Book, and His Messenger
performed it and also “commanded” his Sahabah with it. But, ‘Umar arrogated to
himself the authority to countermand the Order of his Lord, and to proscribe the
Sunnah of his Prophet! Surprisingly, he personally admitted that his action was an
innovation in the Hajj rites. Yet, he pressed ahead with it. Even more unbelievable was
the instruction of Abu Musa to his followers to abandon the Qur’an and Sunnah in

?! favour of ‘Umar’s bid’ah

This incident reveals how audacious the senior Sahabah were in trampling upon the
Laws of Allah as they wished. They easily abandoned the Qur’an and Sunnah, just to
satisfy their rulers. People like ‘Umar too saw nothing bad in supplanting the Laws of
Allah with his own “innovations”; and he did not bat an eye-lid doing so. In any case,
our main interest is to establish that ‘Umar was an innovator; and, all praise be to

(Allah, he too personally confirmed that explicitly.(3

Another senior Sahabi whose bid’ah became apparent was ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan, the
third Sunni khalifah. After the death of ‘Umar, he carried on the former’s bid’ah, as

:Imam Muslim documents

نباو ینثملا  نب  دمحم  انثدح 

p: 168
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Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad b. Shu’ayb al-Nasai, al-Mujtaba min al-Sunan (Halab: - 1
Maktab al-Matbu’at al-Islamiyyah; 2nd edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir

al-Din al-Albani], vol. 5, p. 153, 2736
Ibid - 2

The case of ‘Umar seems to be even more serious than that of the Sahabah who - 3
will be charged with apostasy at the Lake-Fount. From the look of it, he will be in a
worse category than them. At least, those Sahabah were upon the Qur’an and
Sunnah, and upon the correct iman and tawhid, throughout the lifetime of the
Messenger. They only apostatized through their bid’ahs after his death. By contrast,
there is evidence which casts serious doubts on the iman of ‘Umar b. al-Khattab
during the time of the Prophet. For instance, he was the leader of the group of
Sahabah who accused the Messenger of Allah of “raving madness”. No true believer
would ever do that. Anyway, our Sunni brothers insist that he was a perfect believer
while the Prophet lived. Even then, they cannot deny the fact that he turned an

.“innovator” after the death of the Rasul
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ناکو هعتملا  نع  یهنی  نامثع  ناک  قیقـش  نبا  هللادـبع  لاق  لاق  هداتق  نع  هبعـش  انثدـح  رفعج  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح  ینثملا  نبا  لاق  راشب 
انک انکلو  لجأ  لاقف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  عم  انعتمت  دق  انأ  تملع  دقل  یلع  لاق  مث  هملک  یلعل  نامثع  لاقف  اهب  رمأی  یلع 

نیفئاخ

Muhammad b. al-Muthanna and Ibn Bashar – Muhammad b. Ja’far – Shu’bah –
:Qatadah – ‘Abd Allah b. Shaqiq

Uthman used to forbid Hajj al-Tamattu’ while ‘Ali used to command people to ‘
perform it. So, as a result, ‘Uthman said something to ‘Ali. Then, ‘Ali said, “You know
that we performed Hajj al-Tamattu’ with the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.”

(He (‘Uthman) replied, “That’s right. But, we were in fear then.”(1

What fear exactly was ‘Uthman talking about? There was none when the Prophet and
his Sahabah performed Hajj al-Tamattu’. Even ‘Umar, the original founder of this
bid’ah, did not attempt to bring up such a ridiculous revision of history. Besides, ‘Umar
himself named it an innovation. So, ‘Uthman had no real defence whatsoever. Imam

:Ahmad also records

ایلع تدهش  لاق  هنا  مکحلا  نب  ناورم  نع  نیسحلا  نب  یلع  نع  مکحلا  نع  هبعـش  انث  رفعج  نب  دمحم  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
امهب لهأ  هنع  هللا  یضر  یلع  کلذ  يأر  املف  امهنیب  عمجی  ناو  هعتملا  نع  یهنی  نامثعو  هنیدملاو  هکم  نیب  امهنع  هللا  یضر  نامثعو 

هللا یلص  هللا  لوسر  هنس  عدأ  نکأ  مل  لاق  هلعفت  تنأو  هنع  سانلا  یهنأ  ینارت  هنع  هللا  یضر  نامثع  لاقف  اعم  جحو  هرمعب  کیبل  لاقف 

p: 169

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 2, p. 896,

(1223 (158
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سانلا نم  دحأ  لوقل  ملس  هیلع و 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Muhammad b. Ja’far – Shu’bah‘
:– al-Hakam – ‘Ali b. al-Husayn – Marwan b. al-Hakam

I witnessed ‘Ali and ‘Uthman, may Allah be pleased with them both, between Makkah
and Madinah. ‘Uthman was forbidding (people) from Hajj al-Tamattu’, and from
joining them both (Hajj and ‘Umrah) together (during the Hajj season). When ‘Ali, may
Allah be pleased with him, said that, he took the ihram for both of them (i.e. Hajj and
‘Umrah), and said, “Labaik bi ‘Umrah wa Hajj”. So, ‘Uthman, may Allah be pleased with
him, said, “You saw me forbidding the people from it, and yet you are performing it.”
He (‘Ali) replied, “I will never abandon the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah, peace be

(upon him, on the word of anyone from mankind.”(1

As-salamu ‘alaika ya Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib! Unlike Abu Musa who
abandoned the Sunnah for the “innovation” of ‘Umar, Imam ‘Ali would rather die than

.commit such an abomination

Meanwhile, apart from continuing the bid’ah of ‘Umar, ‘Uthman proceed to found his
:own too. Imam Abu Dawud (d. 275 H) documents his feat

نیح هلوأ  ناک  ناذلأا  نأ  دـیزی  نب  بئاسلا  ینربخأ  لاق  باهـش  نبا  نع  سنوی  نع  بهو  نبا  اـنث  يدارملا  هملـس  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح 
هفـلاخ ناـک  اـملف  اـمهنع ] هللا  یـضر   ] رمعو رکب  یبأو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  دـهع  یف  هعمجلا  موی  ربنملا  یلع  ماـملإا  سلجی 

ناذلأاب هعمجلا  موی  نامثع  رمأ  سانلا  رثکو  نامثع 

p: 170

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 135, 1139
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کلذ یلع  رملأا  تبثف  هنیدملا ) قوسب  عضوم  ءاروزلا   ) ءاروزلا یلع  هب  نذأف  ثلاثلا 

:Muhammad b. Salamah al-Muradi – Ibn Wahb – Yunus – Ibn Shihab – al-Saib b. Yazid

The adhan used to be made for the first time when the Imam sat on the pulpit on
Friday during the lifetimes of the Prophet, peace be upon him, Abu Bakr and ‘Umar
[may Allah be pleased with them both]. But, during the khilafah of ‘Uthman, when the
population grew, ‘Uthman ordered a THIRD adhan. So, the adhan was made at al-
Zawra (al-Zawra was a plat near the market of al-Madinah), and the practice became

(established.(1

:Al-Albani says

حیحص

(Sahih(2

In other words, the first adhan used to be made once the Messenger was seated on
the pulpit during his lifetime. Later, there was a second one – actually the iqamah,

:which was also the final. Imam al-Mubarakfuri (d. 1282 H) clarifies further

نیح یناثلاو  ربنملا  یلع  هسولجو  ماملإا  جورخ  نیح  امهدـحأ  نیناذأ  رمعو  رکب  یبأ  دـهعو  يوبنلا  دـهعلا  یف  ناذلأا  ناـک  ینعملاو 
هماقلإاو یقیقحلا  ناذلأا  نیناذلأاب  دارملاو  ثلاثلا  ناذلأا  نکی  ملو  طقف  ناناذلأا  مهدهع  یف  ناکف  هلاصلا  هماقإ 

The meaning of the statement “the adhan during the time of the Prophet, and the
time of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, used to be two adhans”: one of them was when the
Imam came out (into the mosque) and sat down on the pulpit, and the second was
during the iqamah of the Salat. During their times, the adhans were only two, and

there was no third one; and what

p: 171

Abu Dawud Sulayman b. al-Ash’ath al-Sijistani al-Azdi, Sunan (Dar al-Fikr) - 1
[annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani], vol. 1, p. 352, 1087

Ibid - 2
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(was intended by the two adhans were the real adhan and the iqamah.(1

This was the correct Sunnah. But, ‘Uthman ordered a “third” adhan, which was made
near the marketplace. It was also called the “first adhan”, because it was placed

:before original adhan. Imam Ibn Khuzaymah (d. 311 H) records

هیلع هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یلع  ناذلأا  ناک  لاق  دیزی  نب  بئاسلا  نع  يرهزلا  نع  بئذ  یبأ  نبا  نع  عیک  و  انثدح :  هدانج  نب  ملـس  نأ 
ءاروزلاب لولأا  ناذلأاب  رمأف  سانلا  رثکف  نامثع  نمز  ناک  یتح  هعمجلا  موی  نیناذأ  رمع  رکب و  یبأ  ملس  و 

:Salam b. Junadah – Waki’ – Ibn Abi Dhaib – al-Zuhri – al-Saib b. Yazid

The adhan during the times of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, Abu Bakr“
and ‘Umar were two adhans on Friday. This remained until the time of ‘Uthman when

(the population grew. So, he ordered the FIRST adhan at al-Zawra.”(2

:Al-Albani comments

حیحص هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih(3

:Al-Mubarakfuri also explains

رابتعاب هنلأ  امهنیب  هافانم  لاو  هجولا  اذه  نم  یعفاشلل  هوحنو  لولأا  ناذلأاب  نامثع  رمأف  بئذ  یبأ  نبا  نع  عیکو  هیاور  یف  ظفاحلا  لاق 
لاوأ یمسی  هماقلإاو  ناذلأا  یلع  امدقم  لعج  هنوک  رابتعابو  اثلاث  یمسی  ادیزم  هنوک 

Al-Hafiz said: In the riwayah of Waki’ from Ibn Abi Dhaib, it is narrated that “‘Uthman
ordered the first adhan.” Al-Shafi’i transmitted a similar thing from this route. There is
no contradiction between the two: because it was an addition, it was called the third

(adhan); and because it was made before the adhan and iqamah, it was called

p: 172

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat - 1
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1410

H), vol. 3, p. 39
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Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Khuzaymah al-Sulami al-Naysaburi, Sahih (Beirut: - 2
al-Maktab al-Islami; 1390 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and Dr.

Muhammad Mustafa al-A’zami], vol. 3, p. 137, 1774
Ibid - 3
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(the first (adhan).(1

Meanwhile, some top ‘ulama of the Ahl al-Sunnah have identified ‘Uthman’s new
adhan as an “innovation”. Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah (d. 235 H) documents one such

:testimony

ءاروزلا یلع  هثلاثلا  هنیذأتلا  نامثع  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  ثدـحأف  ماملاا  جورخ  دـنع  ناذـلأا  ناـک  لاـق  يرهزلا  نع  درب  نع  هیلع  نبا  انثدـح 
.سانلا عمتجیل 

:Ibn ‘Ulayyah – Burd

Al-Zuhri said, “The adhan used to be made when the Imam came out (into the
mosque). But, the Commander of the Believers ‘Uthman INNOVATED the third adhan

(which was made at al-Zawra to gather the people.(2

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) says about the first narrator

ظفاح هقث  هیلع  نباب  فورعملا  يرصبلا  رشب  وبأ  مهلاوم  يدسلأا  مسقم  نب  میهاربإ  نب  لیعامسإ 

Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Miqsam al-Asadi, their freed slave, Abu Bishr al-Basri, well-known
(as Ibn ‘Ulayyah: Thiqah (trustworthy), a hadith scientist.(3

:And concerning the main narrator, he further states

ردقلاب یمر  قودص  شیرق  یلوم  هرصبلا  لیزن  یقشمدلا  ءلاعلا  وبأ  نانس  نب  درب 

Burd b. Sinan, Abu al-‘Ala al-Dimashqi, he resided in Basra, freed slave of Quraysh:
(Saduq (very truthful), he was accused of believing in fatalism.(4

So, the sanad is hasan. Al-Zuhri himself was a grand Sunni Imam, as testified by
(: Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H

، بلاغ نب  يؤل  نب  بعک  نب  هرم  نب  بلاک  نب  هرهز  نب  ثراحلا  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  باهش  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  هللا  دیبع  نب  ملسم  نب  دمحم 
نأ لمتحیو  لایلق ، ائیش  هللا  دبع  نب  رباجو  رمع ، نبا  نع  يور   . ماشلا لیزن  یندملا  يرهزلا  یشرقلا  رکب  وبأ  هنامز  ظفاح  ملعلا ، ماملاا 

، هریره ابأ  يأر  نوکی  نأو  امهنم ، عمس  نوکی 

p: 173
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Ibid - 1
Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi - ‘ 2
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-

Fikr; 1st edition, 1409 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. 2, p. 48, 6
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 3
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 90,

417
Ibid, vol. 1, p. 123, 654 - 4

Hadith Al-Thaqalayn, the Deposed Will of the Last
Prophet to Humanity

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized
researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 255 of 287

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


هریغو

Muhammad b. Muslim b. ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah b. Shihab b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Harith b.
Zuhrah b. Kilab b. Murrah b. Ka’b b. Luayy b. Ghalib, the Imam of knowledge, the
hadith master of his time, Abu Bakr, al-Qurshi, al-Zuhri, al-Madani, he lived in Syria.
He narrated a few things from Ibn ‘Umar and Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah. So, it is possible that

(he heard from them both, and that he saw Abu Hurayrah and others.(1

.This huge Imam named ‘Uthman’s action an innovation

:Besides, Ibn Abi Shaybah has an even more important athar for us

.هعدب هعمجلا  موی  لولأا  ناذلأا  لاق  رمع  نبا  نع  عفان  نع  زاغلا  نب  ماشه  انثدح  لاق  هبابش  انثدح 

:Shubabah – Hisham b. al-Ghaz – Nafi’ – Ibn ‘Umar

(The first adhan on Friday is a bid’ah.”(2“

:Al-Hafiz says about the first narrator

ءاجرلإاب یمر  ظفاح  هقث  هرازف  ینب  یلوم  ناورم  همسا  ناک  لاقی  ناسارخ  نم  هلصأ  ینئادملا  راوس  نب  هبابش 

Shubabah b. Sawar al-Madaini, his origin was Khurasan. It is said that his (real) name
was Marwan, freed slave of Banu Fazarah: Thiqah (trustworthy), a hadith scientist,

(accused of believing in al-irja.(3

:What about the second? Al-Hafiz submits

هقث دادغب  لیزن  یقشمدلا  همجعم  اهدعب  ءارلا  حتفو  میجلا  مضب  یشرجلا  هعیبر  نب  زاغلا  نب  ماشه 

Hisham b. al-Ghaz al-Jurashi al-Dimashqi, he lived in Baghdad: Thiqah

((trustworthy).(4

:The last narrator is like that too, according to al-Hafiz

روهشم هیقف  تبث  هقث  رمع  نبا  یلوم  یندملا  هللا  دبع  وبأ  عفان 

Nafi’, Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Madani, freed slave of Ibn ‘Umar: Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt
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((accurate), a well-known jurist.(5

,As such

p: 174

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala - 1
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1413 H) [annotator of the fifth volume: Shu’ayb al-

Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 326, 160
Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi - ‘ 2
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-

Fikr; 1st edition, 1409 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. 2, p. 48, 3
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 3
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 410,

2741
Ibid, vol. 2, p. P. 268, 7331 - 4
Ibid, vol. 2, p. 239, 7111 - 5
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the chain is sahih. Ibn ‘Umar, a prominent Sahabi, described ‘Uthman’s new adhan as
.a bid’ah

:Ibn Abi Shaybah has recorded a mutaba’ah as well

.هعدب  : رمع نبا  لاق   : لاقف هعمجلا  موی  لولأا  ناذلأا  نع  رمع  نبا  یلوم  اعفان  تلأس  لاق  زاغلا  نب  انثدح  لاق  عیکو  انثدح 

:Waki’ – Ibn al-Ghaz

I asked Nafi’, the freed slave of Ibn ‘Umar, about the first adhan on Friday. He replied,
(“Ibn ‘Umar said: ‘It is a bid’ah’”.(1

:The only new name here is Waki, and this is what al-Hafiz says about him

دباع ظفاح  هقث  یفوکلا  نایفس  وبأ  هلمهم ، مث  هزمهو  ءارلا  مضب  یساؤرلا  حیلم  نب  حارجلا  نب  عیکو 

Waki’ b. al-Jarah b. Malih al-Ruwasi, Abu Sufyan al-Kufi: Thiqah (trustworthy), a hadith
(scientist, a devout worshipper of Allah.(2

.So, this chain too is sahih

:However, al-Mubarakfuri thinks he has a defence for ‘Uthman

راـکنلاا لـیبس  یلع  کـلذ  لاـق  نوکی  نأ  لـمتحیف  هعدـب  هعمجلا  موی  لوـلأا  ناذـلأا  لاـق  رمع  نبا  قـیرط  نم  هبیـش  یبأ  نبا  يورو 
انسح نوکی  ام  اهنم  نکل  هعدب  یمسی  هنمز  یف  نکی  مل  ام  لکو  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نمز  یف  نکی  مل  هنأ  دیری  هنأ  لمتحیو 

هلاصلا تقو  لوخدب  سانلا  ملاعلإ  هثدحأ  نامثع  نأ  یضم  امب  نیبتو  کلذ  فلاخب  نوکی  ام  اهنمو 

Ibn Abi Shaybah recorded through the route of Ibn ‘Umar that he said, “The first
adhan on Friday is a bid’ah.” It is possible that he said that to express disapproval, and
it is possible that he intended that it did not exist during the time of the Prophet, peace

be upon him, and whatsoever did

p: 175

Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi - ‘ 1
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-
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Fikr; 1st edition, 1409 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. 2, p. 48, 7
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 2
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. pp.

283-284, 7441
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not exist during his time is called a bid’ah. However, some of them (i.e. the bid’ahs) are
good and some are not. And it is clear from the previous discussion that ‘Uthman

(INNOVATED it to announce the arrival of the time of the Salat to the people.(1

So, it was after all only a “good” bid’ah, a “good” innovation. Really?! But, how can that
be, considering these words of the Messenger of Allah, documented by Imam al-

:Nasai

رانلا یف  هللاض  لکو  هللاض  هعدب  لکو  هعدب  هثدحم  لکو  اهتاثدحم  روملأا  رش 

The worst of the (religious) affairs are their innovations, and every innovation is a
(bid’ah, and every bid’ah is misguidance, and every misguidance is in the Fire.(2

:Al-Albani says

حیحص

(Sahih(3

Uthman’s invention was an “innovation” and a “bid’ah”. It was therefore a‘
.“misguidance”, which led its inventor and followers into the Fire

Meanwhile, another innovator among the Sahabah was also Mu’awiyah b. Abi Sufyan.
:Imam al-Mubarakfuri confirms

هیواعم دیعلا  یف  ناذلأا  ثدحأ  نم  لوأ  لاق  بیسملا  نبا  نع  حیحص  دانسإب  فنصملا  یف  هبیش  یبأ  نبا  يورو 

Ibn Abi Shaybah recorded in al-Musannaf with a sahih chain from Ibn al-Musayyab
that he said: “The first to INNOVATE the azan during the ‘Eid (prayers) was

(Mu’awiyah.”(4

His comrade-in-arms against Imam ‘Ali was an innovator too. Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah
:documents her testimony

هیلع هللا  یلص  یبنلا  جاوزأ  عم  ینونفدا  هافولا  اهترضح  امل  هشئاع  تلاق  لاق  سیق  نع  دلاخ  یبأ  نب  لیعامسإ  انثدح  هماسأ  وبأ  انثدح 
.هدعب ثدحأ  تنک  ینإف  ملسو 
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:Abu Usamah – Isma’il b. Abi Khalid – Qays

,When she was about to die

p: 176

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat - 1
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1410

H), vol. 3, p. 40
Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad b. Shu’ayb al-Nasai, al-Mujtaba min al-Sunan (Halab: - 2
Maktab Matbu’at al-Islamiyyah; 2nd edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-

Din al-Albani], vol. 3, p. 188, 1578
Ibid - 3

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat - 4
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1410

H), vol. 3, p. 62
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Aishah said, “Bury me with the wives of the Prophet, peace be upon him, for I had‘
(INNOVATED after him.”(1

:And

ینإف ملاـسلا  هیلع  یبنلا  جاوزأ  عم  ینونفدا  هافولا : اهترـضح  امل  هشئاع  تلاق  لاق : سیق  نع  لیعامـسإ  انثدـح  لاق  هماـسأ  وبأ  انثدـح 
.اثدح هدعب  تثدحأ  تنک 

:Abu Usamah – Isma’il – Qays

When she was about to die, ‘Aishah said, “Bury me with the wives of the Prophet,
(peace be upon him, for I had INNOVATED a heresy after him.”(2

:Al-Hafiz says about the first narrator

هریغ بتک  نم  ثدحی  هرخأب  ناکو  سلد  امبر  تبث  هقث  هتینکب  روهشم  هماسأ  وبأ  یفوکلا  مهلاوم  یشرقلا  هماسأ  نب  دامح 

Hammad b. Usamah al-Qurshi, their freed slave, al-Kufi, Abu Usamah, well-known
with his kunya: Thiqah (trustworthy), accurate, perhaps did tadlis. During the end of

(his life, he used to narrate from the books of others.(3

His probable tadlis is inconsequential here, as he has narrated with explicit tahdith. He
stated that he literally heard the athar from the mouth of Isma’il. Concerning Isma’il

:himself, al-Hafiz states

تبث هقث  یلجبلا  مهلاوم  یسمحلأا  دلاخ  یبأ  نب  لیعامسإ 

Isma’il b. Abi Khalid al-Ahmasi, their freed slave, al-Bajali: Thiqah (trustworthy),
(accurate.(4

:And finally, he has this verdict about the last narrator

هقث یفوکلا  هللا  دبع  وبأ  یلجبلا  مزاح  یبأ  نب  سیق 

(Qays b. Abi Hazim al-Bajali, Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Kufi: Thiqah (trustworthy).(5

:Therefore, the report is perfectly sahih. Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) also records

Hadith Al-Thaqalayn, the Deposed Will of the Last
Prophet to Humanity

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized
researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 262 of 287

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_177_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_177_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_177_3
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_177_4
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_177_5
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


یبأ نب  سیق  نع  دلاخ  یبأ  نب  لیعامسإ  انث  يدبعلا  رـشب  نب  دمحم  نب  هللا  دبع  يرتحبلا  وبأ  انث  بوقعی  نب  دمحم  سابعلا  وبأ  انثدح 
تلاق لاق  مزاح 

p: 177

Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi - ‘ 1
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-

Fikr; 1st edition, 1409 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. 3, p. 230, 4
Ibid, vol. 8, p. 708, 16 - 2

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 3
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, pp. 236-

237, 1492
Ibid, vol. 1, p. 93, 439 - 4
Ibid, vol. 2, p. 32, 5583 - 5
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دعب تثدحأ  ینإ  تلاقف :  رکب  یبأو  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  عم  اهتیب  یف  نفدت  نأ  اهسفن  ثدحت  تناکو  اهنع :  یضر  هشئاع 
عیقبلاب تنفدف  هجاوزأ  عم  ینونفدأ  اثدح  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر 

Abu al-‘Abbas Muhammad b. Ya’qub – Abu al-Bahtari ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b.
:Bishr al-‘Abdi – Isma’il b. Abi Khalid – Qays b. Abi Hazim

Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her - and she used to tell herself to be buried in her‘
house with the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and Abu Bakr - said: “I
INNOVATED a heresy after the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, Bury me with

(his wives.” So, she was buried at al-Baqi’.(1

:Al-Hakim comments

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.(2

:And, Imam al-Dhahabi concurs with him

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

(Upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim.(3

Obviously, the list of innovations and bid’ahs by various Sahabah, including some of
their most senior, is endless. We have merely quoted a very tiny number of examples
in order to prevent our book from getting too big. Moreover, we believe that the few

.examples we have given have sufficiently served our purpose

One of the truly incredible fallacies we experience from some of our Sunni brothers is
how they quote the athar below – from Musnad Ahmad – in “retaliation” when we
show them some of the aforementioned Sunni ahadith about the innovations of the

:various Sahabah

هیقب نب  بهو  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

p: 178
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 4, p. 7, 6717
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3
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رکب وبأ  اهیبن  دعب  هملأا  هذه  ریخ  لاقف  یلع  ماق  لاق  هیبأ  نع  ریخ  دبع  نب  بیسملا  نع  نیصح  نع  هللا  دبع  نب  دلاخ  انربخأ  یطـساولا 
ءاش ام  اهیف  یلاعت  هللا  یضقی  اثادحأ  مهدعب  انثدحأ  دق  انأو  رمعو 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – Wahb b. Baqiyyah al-Wasiti – Khalid b. ‘Abd Allah – Husayn – ‘
:al-Musayyab b. ‘Abd Khayr – his father

Ali stood and said, “The best of this Ummah after its Prophet are Abu Bakr and ‘Umar.‘
And we have innovated heresies after them. Allah the Most High will decide

(concerning them (i.e. the heresies) whatever He wills.”(1

:Al-Arnaut comments

حیحص هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih.(2

:We also read

امل هنع  هللا  یـضر  یلع  لاق  لاق  ریخ  دبع  نع  همقلع  نب  دلاخ  نع  هناوع  وبأ  انث  يرـصبلا  دحاولا  دبع  رحب  وبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
ام اهیف  هللا  عنصی  اثادحأ  انثدحأو  رمع  رکب  یبأ  دعبو  رکب  وبأ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  اهیبن  دعب  هملأا  هذه  ریخ  نإ  هرصبلا  لهأ  نم  غرف 

ءاش

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – Abu Bahr ‘Abd al-Wahid al-Basri – Abu ‘Awanah – Khalid b.‘
:‘Alqamah – ‘Abd Khayr

Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, after finishing with the people of Basra, said:‘
“Verily, the best of this Ummah after its Prophet, peace be upon him, is Abu Bakr, and
after Abu Bakr it is ‘Umar. And we have innovated heresies, concerning which Allah

(will do whatever He wills.”(3

:Al-Arnaut again says

حیحص هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih.(4

The apparent aim of quoting these reports is to “prove” that Amir al-Muminin too was
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.also an innovator

p: 179

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 115, 926 and vol. 1, p. 125, 1032

Ibid - 2
Ibid, vol. 1, p. 125, 1031 - 3

Ibid - 4
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But, who exactly are these people attempting to convince? Is it their Sunni brethren or
the Shi’ah? If it is the Shi’ah, then their case is absolutely hopeless. The author of the

.(book, Ahmad b. Hanbal, is majhul al-hal according to Shi’i rijal(1

Therefore, everything in his entire book is dha’if by default, from the sanad point of
view. His son too, the transmitter of the athar, is muhmal (untraceable), with no entry
in our rijal books.(2) ‘Abd al-Khayr, main narrator, is majhul as well(3). The various
other narrators in the two chains of the report are equally dha’if. So, it is extremely

:dha’if, in fact mawdu’ (fabricated). No wonder, Grand Ayatullah al-Tustari says

رمعو رکب  وبأ  اهیبن  دعب  هملأا  هذه  ریخ  نأ  لاأ  لوقی : ایلع  عمس  هیبأ  نع  ریخ ، دبع  نب  بیـسملا  نع  هنع ، مهتیاور  لقن  یبهذلا  نإ  مث 
.هیلع اهوعضو  مهنأ  دبلاو  .

Then, al-Dhahabi quoted their report from him, from al-Musayyab b. ‘Abd Khayr, from
his father, that he heard ‘Ali saying: “Verily, the best of this Ummah after its Prophet
are Abu Bakr and ‘Umar.” There is NO doubt that they fabricated it and attributed it to

(him.(4

So, by Shi’i rijali standards, the riwayah is mawdu’ (fabricated), and therefore is
.completely worthless to or against the Shi’ah

But then, it is equally weak by Sunni standards. It contradicts Hadith al-Thaqalayn,
Hadith al-Khalifatayn and a lot of other sahih ahadith(5). Meanwhile, Hadith al-
Thaqalayn alone – with its several, distinct sahih and hasan chains - is far more

authentic than it. As

p: 180

Muhammad al-Jawahiri, al-Mufid min Mu’jam al-Rijal al-Hadith (Qum: Manshurat - 1
Maktabah al-Mahalati; 2nd edition, 1424 H), p. 42, 855

Ali al-Namazi al-Shahrudi, Mustadrakat ‘Ilm Rijal al-Hadith (Tehran: Haydari; 1st - ‘ 2
edition, 1414 H), vol. 4, p. 475, 8043

Muhammad al-Jawahiri, al-Mufid min Mu’jam al-Rijal al-Hadith (Qum: Manshurat - 3
Maktabah al-Mahalati; 2nd edition, 1424 H), p. 306, 6304
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Muhammad Taqi al-Tustari, Qamus al-Rijal (Qum: Muasassat al-Nashr al-Islami; - 4
1st edition, 1422 H), vol. 11, p. 165, 8553

We have investigated a lot of them in both our previous books: ‘Ali: The Best of the - 5
.Sahabah and On the Khilafah of ‘Ali over Abu Bakr
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such, the athar of ‘Abd Khayr above has a munkar (repugnant) matn (text) on account
.of its inconsistency with a more reliable report, and is therefore dha’if

Besides, it is authentically narrated in Sahih Muslim – as we have already quoted in
this book – that ‘Ali considered both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar to be dishonest liars and

.traitors

How then would he have declared such people to be the best of this Ummah?! Amir al-
.Muminin was far more reasonable than that

In all, we see that the warning of our dear Prophet – that following the Ahl al-Bayt
prevents from misguidance – has full merit. Those Sahabah who refused to obey
Hadith al-Thaqalayn later deviated from the Right Path, and became innovators. If
they had chosen the offspring of Muhammad as their masters and supreme guides
after him, they certainly would have remained upon the Kitab and the Sunnah, in line
with the assurance in Hadith al-Thaqalayn. We too should learn from this costly

.mistake of the Sahabah, and set straight our Path to Allah till death
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About center
In the name of Allah

نَومُلَْعیَالَنَیذَِّلاوََنومُلَْعیَنَیذَِّلایوِتَسْیَْلهَ
?Are those who know equal to those who do not know

al-Zumar: 9

:Introduction
Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan, from 2007, under the authority of
Ayatollah Haj SayyedHasanFaqihImami (God blesses his soul), by sincere and daily
efforts of university and seminary elites and sophisticated groups began its activities

. in religious, cultural and scientific fields

:Manifesto
Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan in order to facilitate and
accelerate the accessibility of researchers to the books and tools of research, in the
field of Islamic science, and regarding the multiplicity and dispersion of active centers

 in this field
and numerous and inaccessible sources by a mere scientific intention and far from
any kind of social, political, tribal and personal prejudices and currents, based on
performing a project in the shape of (management of produced and published works
from all Shia centers) tries to provide a rich and free collection of books and research
papers for the experts, and helpful contents and discussions for the educated
generation and all classes of people interested in reading, with various formats in the

. cyberspace
:Our Goals are

(propagating the culture and teachings of Thaqalayn (Quran and Ahlulbayt p.b.u.t-
encouraging the populace particularly the youth in investigating the religious issues-

 replacing useful contents with useless ones in the cellphones, tablets and computers-
providing services for seminary and university researchers-

spreading culture study in the publich-
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paving the way for the publications and authors to digitize their works-

:Policies
acting according to the legal licenses-

relationship with similar centers-
avoiding parallel working-

merely presenting scientific contents-
 mentioning the sources-

.It’s obvious that all the responsibilities are due to the author

:Other activities of the institute
Publication of books, booklets and other editions-

Holding book reading competitions-
Producing virtual, three dimensional exhibitions, panoramas of religious and tourism-

places

.Producing animations, computer games and etc-
Launching the website with this address: www.ghaemiyeh.com-

 Fabricatingdramatic and speech works-
Launching the system of answering religious, ethical and doctrinal questions-

Designing systems of accounting, media and mobile, automatic and handy systems,-
web kiosks

 Holding virtual educational courses for the public-
Holding virtual teacher-training courses-

Producing thousands of research software in three languages (Persian, Arabic and-
English) which can be performed in computers, tablets and cellphones and available
and downloadable with eight international formats: JAVA, ANDROID, EPUB, CHM, PDF,

HTML, CHM, GHB on the website
Also producing four markets named “Ghaemiyeh Book Market” with Android, IOS,-

WINDOWS PHONE and WINDOWS editions
:Appreciation

We would appreciate the centers, institutes, publications, authors and all honorable
. friends who contributed their help and data to us to reach the holy goal we follow

About centerGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 285 of 287

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


: Address of the central office
Isfahan, Abdorazaq St, Haj Mohammad JafarAbadei Alley, Shahid Mohammad

HasanTavakkoly Alley, Number plate 129, first floor
Website: www.ghbook.ir
Email: Info@ghbook.ir

Central office Tel: 03134490125
021 Tehran Tel: 88318722 ـ 

Commerce and sale: 09132000109
Users’ affairs: 09132000109

Introduction of the Center – Ghaemiyeh Digital Library
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