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point

This research work addresses all four Sunni positions on the hadiths, with particular
emphasis on the claims and submissions of Ibn Taymiyyah. This work prove, with
abundant references, the existence and authenticity of Hadith al-Thagalayn and
Hadith al-Khalifatayn, in the most authentic Sunni books — including Sahih Muslim —

with perfectly authentic chains of narration
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,This book is dedicated to Imam al-Hasan and Imam al-Husayn

peace be upon them both
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from the Shi’ah Imamiyyah and the Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah

Preface

The Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah generally boycott the teachings of the Twelve
Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt, ‘alaihim al-salam. In fact, our Shaykh, Ibn Taymiyyah . vya
:H), seems to be very proud about this
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The Rafidhi said: “In figh dslamic jurisprudence), the Sunni) jurists used to reference
".(him (.e. ‘Ali

The answer is that this is a plain lie. There was none among the four Imams and
.others from the Imams of the jurists who referenced him d.e. ‘Ali) in his figh

As for Malik, his knowledge was from the people of al-Madinah, and the people of al-
Madinah barely took the words of ‘Ali. Rather, they took their figh from the seven
jurists: from Zayd, ‘Umar, Ibn ‘Umar, and their likes

As for al-Shaf’i, he learnt figh primarily came from the Makkans, the companions of
Ibn Jurayj, such as Sa’id b. Salim al-Qadah and Muslim b. Khalid al-Zanji. Meanwhile,
Ibn Jurayj took that from the companions of Ibn ‘Abbas, like ‘Ata and others; and Ibn
‘Abbas was an independent mujtahid who used to rely upon the words of Abu Bakr
and ‘Umar, and not upon those of ‘Ali, whenever he passed fatwas with the words of
the Sahabah. Moreover, he dbn ‘Abbas) used to reject things from ‘Ali. Besides, al-
Shafi’i took from Malik, @nd) then wrote the books of the people of Iraq, and followed

the schools of the Ahl al-Hadith, and chose (them) for himself

As for Abu Hanifah, his special shaykh

p:¥


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

was Hammad b. Abi Sulayman; and Hammad learnt from Ibrahim; and Ibrahim learnt
from ‘Algamah; and Algamah learned from Ibn Mas’ud. Abu Hanifah also took from
‘Ata and others

As for Imam Ahmad, he followed the school of the Ahl al-Hadith. He took from Ibn
‘Uyaynah; and Ibn ‘Uyaynah took from ‘Amr b. Dinar, who took from Ibn ‘Abbas and
Ibn ‘Umar. He (.e. Ahmad) also took from Hisham b. Bashir; and Hisham took from the
companions of al-Hasan @l-Basri) and Ibrahim al-Nakha’i. He d.e. Ahmad) further
took from ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Mahdi, Waki’ b. al-Jarrah and similar people. He q.e.
Ahmad) equally attended the assemblies of al-Shaf?’i, and took from Abu Yusuf and
adopted a statement for himself, and also Ishaq b. Rahwayh, Abu ‘Ubayd and others

like them

As for al-Awza’i and al-Layth, most of their figh was from the people of al-Madinah
@nd their likes, and not from the people of Kufah.1

In simpler words, none of the Sunni schools of jurisprudence contains the teachings of
‘Ali, al-Hasan, al-Husayn and the other Imams from the offspring of the Prophet,
‘alaihim al-salam ajma’in. The Sunni Imams generally shunned their inputs and

riwayat in al-figh

But, the Sunni boycott was not limited to al-figh. Even in the reportage of tafasir and
:ahadith, the Ahl al-Sunnah boycott the Ahl al-Bayt. Ibn Taymiyyah confirms
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These are books of hadith and tafsir, filled with reports from the Sahabah and Tabi’in.
What is
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Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah -
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; st edition, y¢-# H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad
Rashad Salim], vol. v, pp. aya-avy
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(recorded in them from ‘Aliis very little.(\
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The Rafidhi said: “As for the Malikis, they took their knowledge from him d.e. ‘Ali) and
” from his d.e. ‘Ali’s) offspring

The answer is that there is an apparent lie here. This is Muwatta of Malik. What is
recorded in it from him d.e. ‘Ali) or any of his offspring is very little. Most of what is in it
is from other than them. There are nine ahadith from Ja’far @l-Sadiq) in it, and Malik
did not record from ANY of his (.e. ‘Ali’s) offspring except from Ja’far. This is also the
case with what is recorded in the Sahih books, the Sunan books, and the Musnad
books. What is recorded in them from his d.e. ‘Ali’s) offspring is little. The generality of

(what is recorded in them is from others.«x

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah still has more words about the Ahl al-Bayt
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The early ones among them, such as ‘Ali b. al-Husayn (Zayn al-‘Abidin) and his son,
Abu Ja’far @l-Bagqir), and his son, Ja’far b. Muhammad l-Sadiq), a known FRACTION
of knowledge was transmitted from them. However, what is recorded from other
than them is far, far more than that. As for those after them from the Ahl al-Bayt), the

(knowledge that was taken from them was very little.(1

It was indeed a very widespread, and very deep, boycott of the Ahl al-Bayt by the Ahl
al-Sunnah. Meanwhile, even if a Sunni today decided to follow the Ahl al-Bayt, he
would be unable to do so through the Sunni books. There is “very little” of their

teachings and narrations in the books of the Ahl al-Sunnah

The dilemma here gets even more serious when one considers that the Messenger of
Allah had ordered his whole Ummah — including all his Sahabah, the Tabi’in, the TabV’
al-Tabi’in - to take ‘Ali and his offspring - his Ahl al-Bayt — as khalifahs after him, and
to follow them in absolutely everything, in order to remain truly upon the Kitab and
the Sunnah. But, how does a Sunni adhere to these Prophetic decrees without
abandoning the Sunni school? The answer seems impossible to determine. Sunni
Islam, apparently, feeds upon disobedience of the said decrees. So, what does a

?Sunni do in this confusion

The ‘ulama of the Ahl al-Sunnah have adopted four different attitudes to the decrees
—contained in Hadith al-Thagalayn and its branch

p:#
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Hadith al-Khalifatayn. Some of them, such as our own Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah, have
taken the easy way by denying the authenticity of the ahadith in the Sunni books. This
seemingly saves them the trouble of dealing with the consequences of the apparent
Sunni boycott of the Ahl al-Bayt. Some other Sunni ‘ulama however accept the
authenticity of the riwayat but prefer to rather re-interpret “hold fast to” in them as

Imeaning to simply “love” the Messenger’s offspring and to “be kind to” them

The third category of Sunni scholars agree that the ahadith are sahih, and that they
really command the whole Ummah to obey and follow the blessed offspring of
Muhammad. But, they insist that the Ahl al-Sunnah are actually followers and subjects
of the Ahl al-Bayt! The fourth group within the Sunni clergy, meanwhile, calmly ply the
cheapest route: dead silence on the ahadith. They simply never mention, talk or write
about Hadith al-Thagalayn and Hadith al-Khalifatayn under any circumstance! This
obviously reduces the “threat” posed by the riwayat and keeps the Sunni ride smooth

and steady

This research work of ours addresses all four Sunni positions on the hadiths, with
particular emphasis on the claims and submissions of Ibn Taymiyyah. We prove, with
abundant references, the existence and authenticity of Hadith al-Thagalayn and
Hadith al-Khalifatayn, in the most authentic Sunni books — including Sahih Muslim —
with perfectly authentic chains of narration! We thoroughly investigate the various

chains of the riwayat, and also quote certifications of their authenticity

p:v
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by top Sunni hadithists like ‘Allamah al-Albani, Shaykh al-Arnaut and others. We
equally carefully analyze the texts of the two hadiths, as well as those of relevant
others, in order to determine their true messages. Our aim, obviously, is to leave no

.one with any excuse before Allah on the Day of al-Qiyamah

We sincerely hope that this work will be highly beneficial to every human being who is
truthfully searching for the only correct Path to Allah. In this book, we have used the
same strict investigative and transparent research methodology which we employed
in our first, second and third books. We implore Allah to forgive us all our mistakes,
and to accept this as a worthy act of ‘ibadah. And may Allah send His salawat and

barakat upon our master, Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah, and upon his purified offspring

(Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: The Prophet At ‘Arafat (Part \ ()

It was v+ H ¢y CE), during the last Hajj of the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa
alihi. Muslims from all corners of the then Islamic world had gathered together at
‘Arafat for the prescribed pilgrimage rites, under his leadership and guidance. It was
here that the Prophet delivered one of the most significant sermons in the entire

‘history of humankind. Imam al-Tirmidhi «. yv4 H) records what happened

s gadl] 4B o ga5 45,0 p oy o (B o 5 ade D o B gy
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Nasr b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Kufi — Zayd b. al-Hasan al-Anmati — Ja’far b. Muhammad —
‘his father — Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah

I saw the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, during his Hajj on the Day of ‘Arafat
while he was on his camel, al-Qaswa, delivering a sermon, and I heard him saying: “O
mankind! I have left behind over you() that which if you hold fast to it you will never

(go astray: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt.”(x

Al-Tirmidhi says on the riwayah

ol ol o domls s Olockir (2 domw e (655 85 (sl (r i 5 o M 0 (i Sy iy

And this hadith is hasan gharib (.e. has a hasan chain) from this route. As for Zayd b.
al-Hasan, Sa’id b. Sulayman and others from the people of knowledge have narrated
(from him

Allamah al-Albani also has a simple comment‘
gt

(Sahih¢e

In his al-Sahihah, the ‘Allamah further states
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The word used in the hadith is fikum. This author himself previously translated it as -1
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“among you” or “amongst you”. However, upon further research, he concluded that
the main preposition used — fi - has the following definitions in classical Arabic:
“above”, “over”, “on”, “among”, “amongst”, and “in”. For instance, ‘Allamah al-Albani «.
vfy. H) has stated concerning the phrase “fi” in his al-Sahihah, vol. v, p. vis, ava-1y
sl o1l fslodl B e o2l Jls 43 :((Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif; 1st edition, y¢ve H
Ml ST 5 el Mgl el gt s Gl Caldl slde s s oSOy 5 a1 B ]
The Statement of Allah the Most High: {Do you feel secure that He Who is "szey1"
over [fi|the heaven} [sv: ], meaning: over the sky; meaning: above the Throne. This is
how the scholars of the Salaf and the Khalaf — among them Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr in al-
Tamhid and al-Bayhagqi in his books — al-Asma and al-I’tigad - have interpreted it.
Imam al-Dhahabi . v¢a H) also writes in his Mukhtasar al-’Uluw i al-‘Aliyy al-‘Azim
@l-Maktab al-Islami; ynd edition, yf\y H)lannotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-
5 85 1) el (a ) Bl o el S T 4] JB 10 STl il e T J5 AlDANI], PP. YFO-YFS, YAA
oV o alimas { ol g5 5 oSko Vs 105 { o)W (B i) 1 I 1 I " w50 " 3" Ol
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‘Abd Allah al-Hakim said: The jurist, Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Ishaq al-Dhab’i al-Naysaburi
said: “The Arabs have used fi to mean ‘ala @bove, over). Allah the Most High says: {So
travel freely [fi] over the earth} [a:¥]. He also says: {I will surely crucify you [fi] above
the trunks of date-palms} [v.:vy]. Its meaning is ‘over the earth’ and ‘over the date-
palms’. This is also the case with His Statement {Who is over [fi] the heaven},
meaning, Who is over the Throne, as sahih reports have indicated from the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.” The same term has been used in Hadith al-
Thagalayn. We now believe that it means “over” and “above” in the hadith because
the Messenger of Allah was NOT placing the Qur’an and his offspring on equal footing
with us in it. Rather, he was ordering us to “adhere” to them — thereby placing them
.above us, making them our leaders

Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - v
Tirmidhi Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-
Albani], vol. s, p. #5Y YvAs

Ibid -

Ibid -¥
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O mankind! I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never*
”.go astray: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt

Al-Tirmidhi (v.A) and al-Tabarani (vsa.) recorded it from Zayd b. al-Hasan al-Anmati
from Ja’far from his father from Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah, who said: “I saw the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, during his Hajj on the Day of ‘Arafat while he was on his
camel, al-Qaswa, delivering a sermon, and I heard him saying” Then he @l-Tirmidhi)
quoted it d.e. the hadith), and said: “And this hadith is hasan gharib (.e. has a hasan
chain) from this route. As for Zayd b. al-Hasan, Sa’id b. Sulayman and others from the

» people of knowledge have narrated from him

I @l-Albani) say: Abu Hatim said: “Munkar al-hadith” and Ibn Hibban mentioned him in
ral-Thigat (The Trustworthy Narrators). Al-Hafiz said: “Dha’if

I @l-Albani) say: But the hadith is sahih, for — verily - it has a witness (shahid) in the
(hadith of Zayd b. Argam.c

These words of al-Albani explain his methodology in grading the hadith as sahih.
Unlike al-Tirmidhi, he considers the chain of the report to be dha’if (weak), due to
Zayd b. al-Hasan al-Anmati. However, he believes that the Messenger did truly utter

those words —as

p:y-

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- -\
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fighihah wa
Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; yst edition, v¢yo H),

VOL. £, pp. Y00-Y0%, \V&)
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.evidenced by the report of Zayd b. Argam — at a location other than ‘Arafat

The claim that the Prophet delivered the hadith at ‘Arafat, in addition to other places,
comes only through the sanad of al-Anmati. As such, if his chain is dha’if, then it would
be impossible to prove that those words were ever uttered at ‘Arafat — even though
there is no doubt that he said them at another place. Meanwhile, Imam al-Tirmidhi
believed that the Messenger of Allah declared the hadith at ‘Arafat, and later at

:Ghadir Khumm). ‘Allamah al-Albani explains how

G e 4l Ml 3 s ] " e s 2 () s da A e OF 0SU5 a5 1

I say: The reason for that is whenever al-Tirmidhi says “hasan gharib”, he only means
(@n his terminologies that its chain is independently hasan.cr

S0, basically, al-Tirmidhi considers al-Anmati to be reliable, and his sanad to be hasan

‘We could then conclude the following from the research up to this level

Al-Tirmidhi considers the chain of al-Anmati to be independently hasan while al-Albani
grades the same sanad as dha’if

It is only the sanad of al-Anmati which establishes that the hadith was pronounced at
‘Arafat too, in addition to Ghadir Khumm. Therefore, if the chain is dha’if, then there
would be no evidence that the Prophet of Allah ever said those words at ‘Arafat

To al-Tirmidhi, the Messenger uttered delivered the hadith at ‘Arafat, and later at
Ghadir Khumm. However, in the opinion of al-Albani, it is NOT established that

p: 1)

We will later in this book present sahih Sunni reports — by Zayd b. Argam and others -\
- of the pronouncement of the hadith at a place called Ghadir Khumm

Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Dha’ifah wa -
al-Mawdhu’ah wa Atharihah al-Sayyiah fi al-Ummah Riyadh: Dar al-Ma’arif; ‘st
edition, yv¢\y H), vol. v, p. A0, vs¥
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the Prophet made the statement at ‘Arafat, even though it is true that he said them
later at Ghadir Khumm

In rejecting the reliability of Zayd b. al-Hasan al-Anmati, ‘Allamah al-Albani has only
:Abu Hatim (. vvv H) as his principal authority
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Al-Tirmidhi said): “As for Zayd b. al-Hasan, Sa’id b. Sulayman and others from the)
» people of knowledge have narrated from him

I @l-Albani) say: Abu Hatim said: “Munkar al-hadith” and Ibn Hibban mentioned him in
ral-Thigat (The Trustworthy Narrators). Al-Hafiz said: “Dha’if

‘We therefore know the following about al-Anmati

Imam Ibn Hibban . var H) considers him thigah trustworthy), and has therefore
included him in his al-Thigat

Imam al-Tirmidhi (. vv4 H) accepts al-Anmati’s ahadith as being independently hasan.
This shows that he considers him reliable, most probably saduq (very truthful) in
status

Imam Abu Hatim . yvv H) calls him munkar al-hadith, meaning that his ahadith are
“rejected”, very weak

Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani . sy H) also declares al-Anmati to be dha’if

Needless to say, Abu Hatim was the only classical scholar who deemed al-Anmati to
be unreliable. Therefore, al-Hafiz — a much later scholar — apparently only adopted
this negative rating

As such, the primary, uncorroborated source of the criticism against al-Anmati was
Abu Hatim only
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Al-Hafiz relied upon the statements of the classical scholars to classify narrators.
Since Abu Hatim was the sole classical

Py
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critic of al-Anmati, then al-Hafiz had certainly relied only upon the former for his
“dha’if” grading

All these point in one direction only: Abu Hatim is the sole, unsupported primary critic
of al-Anmati. We confirm absolutely too that no other classical Sunni hadith scientist
levelled any criticism against al-Anmati apart from Abu Hatim. Therefore, if the
criticism of Abu Hatim falls, then everything against al-Anmati collapses with it. So, we
ask: what is the probative value of uncorroborated testimonies of Abu Hatim

:concerning narrators? Imam al-Dhahabi provides the apposite answer

8 b 4y gy Y iad JB 5T Sl o 1315 (ol o Y, Y G Y 4B sk 6zt o 5Ll 385 13
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When Abu Hatim declared a narrator to be thigah rustworthy), then hold fast to his
statement, because he never declared a narrator to be thigah except a narrator
whose ahadith are sahih. When he weakened a narrator, or said about him “he is not
accepted as a hujjah”, then pause until you have seen what others also said about
him d.e. that narrator). If there was A SINGLE other person who declared him (.e. the
narrator) to be thigah rustworthy), then do NOT adopt the criticism of Abu Hatim,

(because he was pigheaded in rijal.(\

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani also says about a narrator
g g e odie Sl s oSU3 5 anis 4 s VB (Sl LT O 01l B
p:y

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala -
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; ath edition, vevyv H), vol. vy, p. ¥£+, 1 ¥4


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_13_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

asloaddl &

In al-Mizan, it is stated that Abu Hatim said “He is not accepted as a hujjah”. But,
watch that carefully. There was pigheadedness in Abu Hatim. He (the narrator) has
(been accepted as a hujjah by the majority.(\

:This is self-explanatory and straightforward

Whenever Abu Hatim was the only classical critic against a narrator, then
investigation must be conducted to find out if any other classical hadithist
.contradicted him

If there was a single classical hadith scientist who contradicted Abu Hatim, then the
latter’s criticism must be rejected

Abu Hatim was the only classical critic of al-Anmati, and he was contradicted by both
al-Tirmidhi and Ibn Hibban

As such, the criticism of Abu Hatim is worthless, and al-Anmati is indeed reliable —
whether thigah drustworthy) or saduq (very truthful) — as indicated by Ibn Hibban and
al-Tirmidhi

With these findings, it is neatly established that the chain of al-Anmati is sahih, or at
least hasan, as declared by Imam al-Tirmidhi. This in turn proves that the Prophet of
Allah did truly deliver Hadith al-Thaqgalayn at ‘Arafat, among other places

(Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: The Prophet At ‘Arafat (Part Y (Y

As we have established, it is without doubt that the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu
<‘alaihi wa alihi, said these words to the people at ‘Arafat during his last Hajj

e Jal e s ST skas 4 (ST 0 L oS8 2S5 ) el Ll L

O mankind! I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never
go astray: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl

p: ¥


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_14_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani al-Shafi’i, Hadi al- -
Sari Mugaddimah Fath al-Bari (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi; fth edition, v¢.A H),
p. FF)
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al-Bayt

So, what exactly was he trying to tell the world? Imam al-Mubarakfuri . \vay H)
.quotes this under his commentary of the hadith

Aol Bl Y pa s ogllie e slazeVly ognaly s Joadly pgte o Aliblons s ogmiomas SCnl oy sVl sl (L1 IS
Yf’ﬁol;ﬂ‘&“i‘Jshuéwdﬂﬁr’i“‘ﬂ@‘&iﬁrﬁd\fgbwi&ij&‘&adﬂﬁﬁéy4;_«31
O sadas

Al-Qari said: “The meaning of holding fast to them is to adhere to their love, to protect
their honour, to follow their narrations, and to rely upon their opinions. This does not
negate the taking of the Sunnah from other than them, due to his statement, peace
be upon him “My Sahabah are like the stars. Whichever of them you follow, you will be
rightly guided” and due to His Statement, Exalted be He: “Ask the people of al-Dhikr if

(you do not know.”(\

Al-Qari apparently admits that Hadith al-Thagalayn commands the Ummah to follow
the offspring of the Prophet, ‘alaihim al-salam, after him. His argument, however, is
that we should also follow the Sahabah in addition to the Ahl al-Bayt. There are two

fatal problems with his submission. First, the hadith he is relying upon is unreliable

It is graded mawdhu (fabricated) by ‘Allamah al-Albani . v¢y+ H)(v). Secondly, Hadith
al-Thaqalayn is addressed to all “mankind” — and that naturally included all the
Sahabah, the Tabi’in, the Tabi’ al-Tabi’in, the Four Imams, al-Bukhari, Muslim, Ibn
Taymiyyah, Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab, Ibn Baz, Ibn al-‘Uthaymin and others. All

,of them

p:1o

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat -\
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; \st edition, v+ .

H),vol. v+, p. 145
Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Dha’ifah wa -v
al-Mawdhu’ah wa Atharihah al-Sayyiah fi al-Ummah Riyadh: Dar al-Ma’arif; ist
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edition, yf1y H), vol. v, p. 1Ff, oA
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without a single exception, were under a strict divine obligation to follow the offspring
of Muhammad in everything. The hadith has a general wording, and nothing has been
.excluded under its order

Therefore, all humanity from the moment our Prophet left this world till the Last Hour
must follow his Ahl al-Bayt in absolutely everything. So, basically, the Sahabah are not
supposed to be followed. Rather, they were ordered too to be followers of the Ahl al-
Bayt. Meanwhile, in case someone insists that he must still follow the Sahabah, then
obedience in Islam is only in al-ma’ruf — in obedience to Allah. In that case, only those
Sahabah who complied with the Decree of Allah in Hadith al-Thagalayn can be

followed

:But, al-Mubarakfuri still has one more quote
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Ibn al-Malik said: “Adherence to the Book of Allah is to follow whatever is in it — and
that is to follow the Orders of Allah and desist from His Prohibitions. The meaning of
adherence to the offspring (of the Prophet) is to love them, and to seek guidance
through their guidance and their way of life.” Sayyid Jamal al-Din added, “if it does not

(contradict the religion.”(\

Ibn al-Malik too concedes that the offspring of Muhammad must be followed, under
Hadith al-Thagalayn. He makes no attempts to explain it away or fix artificial
.conditions

p:\#

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat -\
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; \st edition, v+ .
H),vol. v+, p. 145
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But, Sayyid Jamal al-Din moves a step forward: he could only follow the Ahl al-Bayt if
their guidance or way of life did not contradict the religion! So, he believes that the
designated offspring of the Prophet intended in the hadith can go astray too and
oppose Islam. This weird opinion of Sayyid Jamal al-Din however directly contradicts

the explicit text of the riwayah

e Jal e ST skas (ST 0 L (S8 2S5 6 ) el el L

O mankind! I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will NEVER
.go astray: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt

You will “never” go astray while following the Anhl al-Bayt. It is a clear guarantee from
Allah and His Messenger. This, in turn, means that the offspring of the Messenger —
those meant in the hadith among them — are never misguided, and they never
misguide. They are always upon the true teachings of the Qur’an and the correct
Sunnah of Muhammad, in all their thoughts, sayings, deeds, actions and omissions.

Whosoever follows them in absolutely everything will never miss the way

There is however an opinion within the Ahl al-Sunnah, especially the young
Salafiyyah, which insists that the hadith commands to follow the Qur’an only, and
nothing else. They cite the use of “it” in it — which is nominally singular — in support of

their submission

4 @ 0] b oS oS5 5 )
I have left behind over you that

p: v
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which if you hold fast to IT

To them, if the Messenger had intended that both the Book and his offspring must be
followed, he would have said: “that which if you hold fast to THEM” But, there are
in the hadith is a reference to (.) "explicit signs of ignorance in this argument. The “it
before it. In Arabic, a combination of both is possible even if the (_.) "the “which

:allusion is to billions of items. For instance, Allah says

o Olie gy i 15 Lo anldll oy e e 4 [50zi) dnn alies bavor (5,1 3 L ol OF 15,487 o 01 0]

As for those who disbelieve, lo! If all that WHICH is in the earth were theirs, and the
likeness of IT with IT, to ransom them with IT from the torment of the Day of al-
(Qiyamah, it would not be accepted from them. Theirs will be a painful torment.1

We see that “it” here refers to everything in the earth — all the animals, all the
:constructions, all the minerals, all the lands and so on. Let us see another example

Loy S Bl (S 5 oSSl (S iS5 i 0 545 Lo LS stz O

If you avoid major sins, that WHICH you have been forbidden from IT, We shall remit
(from you your sins and admit you to a noble entrance.«x

It” is a direct reference to the “major sins”. With these, obviously, nothing stops the*
same expression from working for both the Qur’an and the Ahl al-Bayt in Hadith al-
IThagalayn

pP: A

Qur’an o -
Qur’an fuxy -y
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I”How do these people reason

Interestingly, the alternative hadith which our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah love to
:quote has the same wording too. Imam al-Bayhaqi . raa H) records

L3 s o el B sl ol o g B Slatdl il o dases o heleca] oo Llodl il e i Ut
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Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Hafiz — Isma’il b. Muhammad b. al-Fadhl al-Sha’rani — my
grandfather — Ibn Abi Uways — my father — Thawr b. Zayd al-Dayli — ‘Ikrimah — Ibn
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them both

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, delivered a sermon to mankind during
the Farewell Hajj, and said: “O mankind! I have left behind over you that WHICH if you
hold fast to IT, you will never go astray: the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His

(Prophet.”(\

Without a doubt, every single Sunni Muslim — including every single Salafi -
understands the “it” in the riwayah to be a reference to both the Qur’an and the
I?Sunnah together! So, why the double standards against Hadith al-Thaqgalayn

Unfortunately for Sunnis though, this hadith of al-Bayhaqi has a dha’if chain, due to
:Ibn Abi Uways. He had a poor memory, as al-Hafiz . ne¥ H) states

e ol e o feelen]
p: 4

Abu Bakr Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. Musa al-Bayhagi, Sunan al-Kubra (Makkah: -\
Maktabah Dar al-Baz; \¢\¢ H) [annotator: Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ataj, vol. \-, p.

VIE, YTy
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Isma’il b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah b. Uways b. Malik b. Abi ‘Amir al-Asbahi, Abu ‘Abd
Allah b. Abi Uways al-Madani: Saduq «very truthful), he made mistakes in ahadith due
(o his memory.(

:His memory crisis was, of course, very critical. Al-Hafiz provides further details

K (bl CBle 3 L gy Clins oW jole of o &SIl oy sl o bl el e sl T o sl
Qs%fd_:}[fibc?w&a}nw‘s)BQ\@-Jﬁ-iu...L@&QTJQST}UWTJCJ;TL}:&MEQTW
sind o 4 4L 0T Yl o by JLlad m il ol o el Lo b o o oty e Y s oy 450

ad

Isma’il b. Abi Uways ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah b. Uways b. Malik b. Abi Amir al-Asbabhi ... I
say: We recorded in Managqib al-Bukhari (Merits of al-Bukhari) with a sahih chain that
Isma’il gave his manuscript to him (.e. al-Bukhari) and allowed him to select from it ...
Whatever al-Bukhari narrated from him was from the sahih among his ahadith,
because he @l-Bukhari) wrote them) from his d.e. Ibn Uways’) manuscripts. As such,
nothing from his ahadith is accepted as a hujjah except what is in the Sahih (of al-
Bukhari), due to the criticisms of al-Nasai and others against him — unless he has been

seconded in it, in which case he

p:y-

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqgrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah -\
al-‘TIlmiyyah; vnd edition, yv¢vo H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 45,
\7d
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(is accepted as a supportinit.a

So, his mistakes in ahadith were severe. As such, whatsoever he narrated from
memory — unless he was seconded in it by another person —is dha’if. Interestingly, in
the hadith of al-Bayhagi above, he is not seconded in its reporting from his father, Abu
Uways. Moreover, all his (i.e. Isma’il’s) ahadith were transmitted by him from memory,
except those in Sahih al-Bukhari. Since the hadith of al-Bayhagqi is not from Sahih al-

Bukhari, and Isma’il is not seconded in it, then it is dha’if without a doubt

:Shaykh Ibn Baz . v¢v+ H) also copies the hadith
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I am leaving behind over you that WHICH you will never go astray if you hold fast to
(T:the Book of Allah and my Sunnah.«x

:-Then, in a rather weird move, he says about it

dor Ly (S ol g 5
(Al-Hakim recorded it with a good Gayyid) chain.(«

Really? In that case, let us check the report as documented by Imam al-Hakim . ¢.v
:H) himself
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p: v
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani al-Shafi’i, Hadi al- -
Sari Mugaddimah Fath al-Bari (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi; \st edition, v¢.A H),

. YAA
Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘Abd Allah b. Baz, Majmu’ Fatawa al-‘Allamah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Baz, -v
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Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Ishaq al-Faqgih — al-‘Abbas b. al-Fadhl al-Asfati — Isma’il - Abu
:Uways

and Isma’il b. Muhammad b. al-Fadhl al-Sha’rani — my grandfather -Isma’il — Abu
:Uways

:Thawr b. Zayd al-Dayli — ‘Ikrimah — Ibn ‘Abbas

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, delivered a sermon to mankind during
the Farewell Hajj, and said: “Verily, Shaytan has lost hope of being worshipped in your
land. However, he is pleased to be obeyed in other than that from your despicable
deeds. So, beware! O mankind! Verily, I have left behind over you that WHICH if you
hold fast to IT you will never go astray: the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His

(Prophet, peace be upon him.(x

The Salafi scholar, Shaykh Mugpbil, states concerning this hadith in his tahqiq of al-
:Mustadrak
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It is a dha’if hadith, because it is narrated through the route of Isma’il b. Abi Uways
from his father, and there is criticism against both of them. Its shahid is narrated
(hrough the route of Salih b. Musa al-Talihi, and he is matruk (rejected).«x

Unfortunately, Sunni ‘ulama never cease to substitute the genuine hadith with the
fake one. In their sermons and publications, they never tell their followers about the
true decree of the Prophet to his Ummah. Instead, they frequently quote the

counterfeit

p: vy

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala -1
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al-Sahihayn Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-"IImiyyah; yst edition, y¢\y H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata],vol. v, p. w1, ¥\A
Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala -

al-Sahihayn (Dar al-Haramayn li Taba’ah wa al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; \st edition, yf\v
H) [annotator: Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Mugbil b. Hadi al-Wadi’i], vol. v, p. y#1, 1A
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riwayah as his parting command to us. A well-known contemporary Sunni hadith
scientist who is deeply troubled by this ugly situation is Sayyid Hasan al-Sagqgaf. He
.expresses his grave unhappiness about the situation in these sharp words
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As for the hadith [I have left over you that which if you adhere to them both you will
never go astray after me: the Book of Allah and my Sunnah] which people repeat
among themselves, and which the lecturers quote on the pulpits, it is a fabricated,
false hadith. It was fabricated by the Umayyads and their followers to turn people
away from this sahih hadith about the offspring of the Prophet. So, be very careful
due to thatn I have mentioned all its chains and exposed the liars and fabricators in its
chains at the end of my book Sahih Sifat Salat al-Nabi, peace be upon him and his

(family, page vAaa.(1

In any case, what matters most to our research here is the Sunni understanding of
the dha’if hadith. To them — and to everyone who understands at least some Arabic —
it directs all humanity to unconditionally

p: vy

Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Saqqaf al-Qurashi al-Hashimi al-Husayni, Sahih Sharh al-‘Agidah al- -1
Tahawiyyah (Amman: Dar Imam al-Nawawi; yst edition, y¢1¢ H), p. sof, footnote ¥as
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obey the Qur’an and the Sunnah together in all situations and circumstances, as the
only way to remain upon the true guidance. In the same manner, the genuine hadith —
with an almost identical wording to the fake one — obviously orders us all to obey the
Qur’an and the offspring of Muhammad, his Ahl al-Bayt, together, at all times, in all
cases and under all circumstances. Whoever fails to do this loses his way, and

becomes a heretic

(Hadith Al-Thaqgalayn: The Prophet At Ghadir Khumm (Part\ (¥

Immediately after his last Hajj, on his way back to Madinah — his capital city, at a place
called Ghadir Khumm, the Prophet of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, repeated his
instruction at ‘Arafat to mankind. Imam Ibn Abi ‘Asim (. yvav H) documents

W oy de e sl oo Jo o ae op dasee 58 (L) o 1S Bl e gl W ( SO ds o Oledes W
Sl g Ay e B OST ds J a (S I Ol L (S8 S 5 1 B s ade A (o il gy O wie

s ol

Sulayman b. ‘Ubayd Allah al-Ghilani — Abu ‘Amir — Kathir b. Zayd — Muhammad b.
“Umar b. ‘Ali — his father — ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I have left behind over you that
which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray: the Book of Allah — one end of
which is in the Hand of Allah and the other in your

p:v¥
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(hands —and my Ahl al-Bayt.”
:Concerning the first narrator, al-Hafiz . roy H) states
Sato s padl oal ol G5 S e o 5 me o dl Ao o Olocka

Sulayman b. ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Amr b. Jabir al-Ghilani al-Mazini, Abu Ayub al-Basri:
(Saduq (very truthful).cx

:As for the second narrator, this is what al-Hafiz has to say

45 Ol el sy (inll jole gl el o0 o oSl e

(Abd al-Malik b. ‘Amr al-Qaysi, Abu ‘Amir al-‘Agadi: Thigah trustworthy).
:The third narrator is reliable too, as declared by al-Hafiz

oot 3ok O 53 iy ol ety aile o kol dees gl ol 5 oy 8

Kathir b. Zayd al-Aslami, Abu Muhammad al-Madani b. Mafannah: Saduq very
(ruthful), made mistakes.c¢

He did not make “a lot” of mistakes. Therefore, his mistakes were not serious, were
minimal and did not affect the quality of his ahadith

:Al-Hafiz tells us about the fourth narrator as well

Gt b T o o o as o e

(Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib: Saduq (very truthful).c
:And this is the status of the fifth narrator, according to al-Hafiz
A ol b ol o o o ee

(Umar b. ‘Ali b. Abi Talib al-Hashimi: Thigah trustworthy).¢s*

So, all the narrators are fully reliable, and the sanad is well-connected. As such, it is a
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‘hasan chain, at the least. This is what Shaykh al-Arnaut concludes as well
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p:Yyo

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab -
al-Sunnah @l-Maktab al-Islami; yst edition, v¢.. H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-
Din al-Albani], vol. v, pp. $£¥-5¥5, 100A

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tagrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - v
al-‘TIlmiyyah; ynd edition, y¢\o H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. \, p. ¥As,
YO4A

Ibid, vol. v, p. s\v, ey -y

Ibid, vol. v, p. ¥A, 65YA —f

Ibid, vol. v, p. v1v, #v4. -

Ibid, vol. v, p. vyf, fasy -5
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The third is the hadith of ‘Ali, recorded by Ibn Abi ‘Asim in al-Sunnah (\saA), and by al-
Tahawi in Sharh Mushkil al-Athar (vs.) from two routes from Abu ‘Amir al-‘Agadi,
from Kathir b. Zayd, from Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali, from his father, from him d.e.
‘Aliy from the Prophet, with the wording: “I have left behind over you that which if you
hold fast to it you will never go astray: the Book of Allah — one end of which is in the
Hand of Allah and the other in your hands — and my Ahl al-Bayt.” And its chain is

(hasan.(\

The above riwayah is only an abridged version of a more detailed hadith. Imam Ishaq
b. Rahwayh . v H) and some other classical Sunni scholars recorded the full
version. For instance, Imam al-Tahawi . vy H) documents
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal b. Hilal b. Asad al-Shaybani, Musnad -\
(Muasassat al-Risalah; \st edition, \¢vyv H) [annotators: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut, ‘Adil
Murshid and others], vol. \v, p. \vy, 113 f
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Ibrahim b. Marzuq - Abu ‘Amir al-‘Aqgadi — Kathir b. Zayd — Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Al
— his father - “Al

Verily, the Prophet, peace be upon him, came to a tree at (Ghadir) Khumm. Then he
came out, holding the hand of ‘Ali, and saying: “O mankind! Do you not testify that
Allah the Almighty is your Lord?” They said, “Yes, we do.” He said, “Do you not testify
that Allah and His Messenger are more entitled to you than yourselves and that Allah
the Almighty and His Messenger are your Mawla?” They said, “Yes, we do”. He said,
“So, whosoever Allah and His Messenger are his Mawla, verily this one — or “Ali - is his
mawla. I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never go

(@stray: the Book of Allah —one end of which is in your hands —and my Ahl al-Bayt.”(\

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments
= ooliw]
(ts chainis hasan.«

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani also copies the riwayah of Ishaq b. Rahwayh
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Abu Ja’far Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Salamah b. ‘Abd al-Malik b. Salmah al-Azdi al- -
Hajari al-Misri al-Tahawi, Sharh Mushkil al-Athar (Muasassat al-Risalah; \st edition,
vvvo H) [annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. s, p. v, \vs.

Ibid -v
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Ishaq said: Abu ‘Amir al-‘Agadi — Kathir b. Zayd — Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali — his
father - “Ali

Verily, the Prophet, peace be upon him, came to a tree at (Ghadir) Khumm. Then he
came out, holding the hand of ‘Ali, and saying: “Do you not testify that Allah is your
Lord?” They said, “Yes, we do.” He said, “Do you not testify that Allah and His
Messenger are more entitled to you than yourselves and that Allah and His
Messenger are your Awliya?” They said, “Yes, we do”. He said, “So, whosoever Allah
and His Messenger are his Mawla, verily this one d.e. ‘Ali) is his mawla. I have left
behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray: the Book of
Allah — one end of which is in His Hand and the other in your hands — and my Ahl al-

(Bayt’o

‘Then, al-Hafiz comments
e sl da
(This chainis sahih.«x

Imam Ahmad al-Busiri . Af- H) as well documents

Mizdw&;,\_ﬁ\f\_ﬂ@;vﬁr;u.aﬁhu‘,bri:;mi;mgj:;d,ﬂ\;;i;u:»\wa)‘qw@iJ,L;L;Q;
6&:\,5\5?‘.5&,,,d,w,,&wbr_iwsiyv_ﬁojjdyjjﬂ!oiQ,W&JT:JG&U\;?V&,&\QTQ)M
Lo oS53 2S5 A5y 0¥ o 1n 016 oY go 4y 5 1 OIS7 0518

p: YA

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Matalib al-Aliyah bi Zawaid al-Masanid al- -\
Thamaniyyah Beirut: Dar al-Ma’rifah; yev¢ H) [annotator: Prof. Shaykh Habib al-
Rahman al-A’zami], vol., £, p. 56, vavy
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:Narrated ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him

The Prophet, peace be upon him, came to a tree at (Ghadir) Khumm. Then he came
out, holding the hand of ‘Ali, and saying: “Do you not testify that Allah is your Lord?”
They said, “Yes, we do.” He said, “Do you not testify that Allah and His Messenger are
more entitled to you than yourselves and that Allah and His Messenger are your
Mawla?” They said, “Yes, we do”. He said, “So, whosoever Allah and His Messenger
are his Mawla, verily this one d.e. ‘Ali) is his mawla. I have left behind over you that
which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray: the Book of Allah — one end of

which is in His Hand and the other in your hands —and my Ahl al-Bayt.”(\

:And al-Busiri has this simple verdict about it
Tl Koy Bloeas] ol
dshaq recorded it with a sahih chain.«

:Allamah al-Muttaqi al-Hindi . avs H) too records the hadith*
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p: ¥4

Ahmad b. Abi Bakr b. Isma’il al-Busiri, Itihaf al-Khiyarah al-Maharah bi Zawaid al- -\
Masanid al-‘Ashra (Riyadh: Dar al-Watan; yst edition, v¢y. H), vol.v,p. yy., ssAr
Ibid -¥
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:Narrated ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him

The Prophet, peace be upon him, came to a tree at (Ghadir) Khumm. Then he came
out, holding the hand of ‘Ali, and saying: “Do you not testify that Allah is your Lord?”
They said, “We do.” He said, “Do you not testify that Allah and His Messenger are
more entitled to you than yourselves and that Allah and His Messenger are your
Mawla?” They said, “Yes, we do”. He said, “So, whosoever Allah and His Messenger
are his Mawla, verily this one d.e. ‘Ali) is his mawla. I have left behind over you that
which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray while following it: the Book of Allah

” —one end of which is in His Hand and the other in your hands —and my Ahl al-Bayt

:Then al-Hindi says about it

tom s Il 3 elomalls pole ol cnls 2 ol 45l o

Narrated by dshaq) Ibn Rahwayh, Ibn Jarir, Ibn Abi ‘Asim, and by al-Muhamali in his
(Amali, and he @l-Muhamali) declared it sahih.(

:The messages in these reports are very powerfully conveyed

Muslims can acquire true guidance after their Prophet only by holding fast to both the
Qur’an and his Ahl al-Bayt together

Muslims can remain upon true guidance after their Prophet only by holding fast to
both the Qur’an and his Ahl al-Bayt together

Muslims automatically lose the true guidance after their Prophet any moment they fail
to hold fast to the

p:y.

Ali b. Husam al-Din al-Muttagi al-Hindi, Kanz al-‘Ummal fi Sunan al-Aqwal wa Af’al‘ -
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; vaaa H), vol. yv, p. 1y, ¥o¥f)
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Qur’an and his Ahl al-Bayt together

(Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: The Prophet At Ghadir Khumm (Part ¥ (¥

In order to ensure that his followers never missed his messages, the Messenger of
Allah, sallallahu “alaihi wa alihi, further repeated his instruction in some other words,
:at the same Ghadir Khumm.Imam Muslim . v¢y H) records what he did
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Zuhayr b. Harb and Shuja’ b. Mukhlid — Ibn ‘Ulayyah: Zuhayr — Isma’il b. Ibrahim - Abu
:Hayyan - Yazid b. Hayyan

I went along with Hasin b. Sabra and ‘Umar b. Muslim to Zayd b. Argam. When we sat
:with him, Hasin said to him

You have earned, O Zayd, a lot of good. You saw the Messenger of Allah, peace be “
upon him, and you heard his hadith, and you fought by his side, and you offered Salat
behind him. You have earned, O Zayd, a lot of good. Narrate to us, O Zayd, what you

” heard from the Messenger of Allah

He replied, “O son of my brother, I swear by Allah, I have grown old and my time has
passed, and I have forgotten some of that which I remembered from the Messenger
of Allah, peace be upon him. So, whatever hadith I narrate to you, accept (t). And

» whatever I do not narrate, do not compel me to do that

-He then said

One day, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, stood up to deliver a sermon at*
a watering place known as (Ghadir) Khumm situated between Makkah and Madinah.
He praised Allah and extolled Him, and advised wus), and reminded us (of Allah and His

revelations). Then, he said

'Then, verily, O mankind‘

p: Yy
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I am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord (.e. the angel of death) will soon
reach me and I will answer (the call of death). But, I am leaving behind over you Two
Weighty Things hagalayn). The first of them is the Book of Allah. In it there is
guidance and light. So hold fast to the Book of Allah and adhere to it.” So, he exhorted
to hold fast) to the Book of Allah and encouraged concerning it. Then, he said: “and
my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of

"imy Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt

So, Hasin said to him, “So, who are his Ahl al-Bayt? O Zayd, are his wives not from his
Ahl al-Bayt?” He (Zayd) replied, “His wives are from his Ahl al-Bayt. But, his Ahl al-Bayt
are @lso) those to whom sadaqah is forbidden apart from him.” He (Hasin) asked,
“And who are those?” He (Zayd) replied, “They are the family of ‘Ali, the family of ‘Aqil,
the family of Ja’far, and the family of ‘Abbas”. He (Hasin) said, “Sadaqah is forbidden

(for all these people?” He (Zayd) answered, “Yes”.(\

Imam Ahmad . v¢y H) has recorded this same exact report(v), and Shaykh al-Arnaut
:has this comment about it

e L5 (o oo osls]

(ts chain is sahih upon the standard of Muslim.

So, there is no doubt about the authenticity of the riwayah
There is however a crucial fact about

p: vy

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim Beirut: -\
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Bagqij, vol. £, p. \avy,
(YF+A (V5

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -v
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. £, p. ¥$%, vayAs
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it that must be taken into consideration in understanding its meaning. There is an
interpolation by Yazid b. Hayyan into the text of the Prophet’s words in the hadith
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Then, verily, O mankind! I am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord d.e. the“
angel of death) will soon reach me and I will answer he call of death). But, I am
leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things thagalayn). The first of them is the Book
of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. So hold fast to the Book of Allah and adhere
to it.” So, he exhorted (o hold fast) to the Book of Allah and encouraged concerning it.
Then, he said: “and my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I

"iremind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt

The highlighted parts are NOT part of the words of the Messenger of Allah. Rather,
they are commentaries upon the actual hadith. Since what matters to us are the
instructions of our Prophet, then we must remove these interpolations in order to

reach the real Sunnah. So, after deleting

p:yf
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the foreign words, this is what we have
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Then, verily, O mankind! I am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord d.e. the“
angel of death) will soon reach me and I will answer he call of death). But, I am
leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things thagalayn). The first of them is the Book
of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. So hold fast to the Book of Allah and adhere
to it and my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with

"1Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt

:The Sunni mufassir, Mulla Huwaysh Al Ghazi ‘Abd al-Qadir, confirms this as well
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Imam) Muslim recorded from Zayd b. Argam that the Messenger of Allah, peace be)
:upon him, said

I am leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things haqalayn). The first of them is
the Book of Allah. Init there is guidance and light. So hold fast to

p:yo
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the Book of Allah and adhere to it and my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, with Allah, of my
Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of my
(Ahlal-Baytra

The message here is unmistakable: all mankind — including all the Sahabah, Tabi’in
and Tabi’ al-Tabi’in — are ordered to “adhere” to both the Qur’an and the Ahl al-Bayt

What further solidifies this submission, is that the same hadith has been narrated
from Zayd — in the book of Imam ‘Abd b. Humayd . yfa H) - without the
commentaries, and it is straightforward. ‘Allamah al-Albani . v¢¥+ H) records that the

:Prophet said at Ghadir Khumm
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Then, verily, O mankind! I am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord (.e. the“
angel of death) will soon reach me and I will answer the call of death). But, I am
leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things thagalayn). The first of them is the Book
of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. Whoever adheres to it and holds fast to it, he

will be upon guidance; and whosoever belittles it, he will go astray. So hold fast to

p:y#

Mulla Huwaysh Al Ghazi ‘Abd al-Qadir, Bayan al-Ma’ani (Damascus: Matbu’at al- -
Turki; yvay H), vol. £, p. vv
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the Book of Allah the Most High and adhere to it and my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, with
(Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt! I remind you, with Allah, of my Ahl al-Baytr(

:Commenting on it, the ‘Allamah states

5ol o 5 o Lo e o ks o] (o)
(Sahih) ... [recorded by ‘Abd b. Hamid]from Zayd b. Argam.(v)

-Allamah al-Hindi . ave H) too has copied the same report
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Then, verily, O mankind! I am only a human being. The messenger of my Lord (.e. the“
angel of death) will soon reach me and I will answer the call of death). But, I am
leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things thagalayn). The first of them is the Book
of Allah. In it there is guidance and light. Whoever adheres to it and holds fast to it, he
will be upon guidance; and whosoever belittles it, he will go astray. So hold fast to the
Book of Allah the Most High and adhere to it and my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, with
(Allah, of my Ahl al-Baytr ¢

:Giving the source, he too says

5ol 5 o8 p e sy o

(Recorded by ‘Abd b. Humayd, from Zayd b. Argam(s
This was the report of Zayd from the

p:yv

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- -
Ashqudri al-Albani, Sahih al-Jami’ al-Saghir wa Ziyadatuhu (Al-Maktab al-Islami), vol.
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Ibid, vol. v, p. YAv, yroy -y
Ali b. Husam al-Din al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-‘Ummal fi Sunan al-Agwal wa Af’al‘ -

(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; vaaa H), vol. v, p. ¥1o, AdA

Ibid -f
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Messenger of Allah without the interpolations of Yazid b. Hayyan. This took place at
Ghadir Khumm, after the first declaration at ‘Arafat. The message is explicit, clear and
unambiguous. It leaves no room for manipulation or distortion. We all must “adhere”
to the Book of Allah and the Ahl al-Bayt of his Prophet after him. Strangely though,
Zayd defines the “Ahl al-Bayt” meant in the hadith as the wives of the Prophet, and
the families of “Ali, ‘Aqil, Ja’far, and al-‘Abbas. Yet, it is the same Zayd who narrated —
as we shall examine in the next chapter — that the Messenger specifically named the

’“Ahl al-Bayt” intended in Hadith al-Thagalayn as being only his “offspring

(Hadith Al-Thagalayn: The Prophet At Ghadir Khumm (Part ¥ (8

The Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, conveyed Hadith al-Thaqgalayn in different
words to absolutely ensure that the message was not lost on his audiences. At ‘Arafat,
‘he declared
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O mankind! I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never
.go astray: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt

:Later, at Ghadir Khumm, he again statements
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I am leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things thagalayn). The first of them is the
Book of Allah. In it there is guidance and

P: YA
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light. Whoever adheres to it and holds fast to it, he will be upon guidance; and
whosoever belittles it, he will go astray. So hold fast to the Book of Allah the Most High
and adhere to it and my Ahl al-Bayt

Then, at that same Ghadir Khumm, he made some other pronouncements, which
were clearly intended to drive home the point more forcefully. Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir .
vv¥ H) affirms this in his Tafsir
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In the sahih report, it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said
in his sermon at Ghadir Khumm: “I am leaving behind over you the Two Weighty
Things @l-thagalayn): the Book of Allah and my offspring. Verily, both shall never

(separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.”(\

Meanwhile, Imam al-Hakim «. ¢.v H) has equally recorded this riwayah which
identifies the main narrator of the hadith
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— Abu Bakr Muhammad b. al-Husayn b. Musalih al-Fagih — Muhammad b. Ayub

p: ¥4

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. ‘Umar b. Kathir al-Qurashi al-Dimashgqi, Tafsir al-Qur’an - \
al-‘Azim (Dar al-Taybah li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; vnd edition, y¢y. H) [annotator: Sami
b. Muhammad Salamahi, vol.v, p. v\
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Yahya b. al-Mughirah al-Sa’di — Jarir b. ‘Abd al-Hamid — al-Hasan b. ‘Abd Allah al-
:Nakha’i—Muslim b. Subayh — Zayd b. Argam, may Allah be pleased with him

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I am leaving behind over you the
Two Weighty Things @l-thagalayn): the Book of Allah and my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both
(shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.”(

:Al-Hakim states

ol b s e sl s i

(This hadith has a sahih chain upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.«x
:Imam al-Dhahabi . v¢A H) concurs

rhees OBl b5 e

(Upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim

Imam al-Tabarani . v¢. H) too has an additional sanad for the hadith
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Ali b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz — ‘Amr b. ‘Awn al-Wasiti — Khalid b. ‘Abd Allah — al-Hasan b. ‘Ubayd*
:Allah — Abu al-Dhuha —Zayd b. Argam

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I am leaving behind over you the
Two Weighty Things @l-thagalayn): the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-
Bayt. Verily, both shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the

(Lake-Fount. (¢

:Shaykh al-Arnaut says about this hadith

S
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{Itis sahiho

This is an authentication of all
p:¥f:

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala -1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’IImiyyah; \st edition, v¢\y H) [annotator: Mustafa
‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata],vol. ¥, p.\&., fv1y

Ibid -v

Ibid -

Abu al-Qasim Sulayman b. Ahmad b. Ayub al-Tabarani, Mu’jam al-Kabir (Mosul: - ¢
Maktabah al-‘Ulum wa al-Hukm; vnd edition, y¢.¥ H) [annotator: Hamadi b. ‘Abd al-
Majid al-Salafi], vol. o, p.1#4, ¥aA.

Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Wazir al-Yamani, al-‘Awasim wa al-Qawasim fi al-Dhabb -
‘an Sunnah Abi al-Qasim Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; ¥ynd edition, \¢1¢ H) [annotator:
Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. v, p. yvA, footnote
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the parts of the hadith by our typically reluctant Shaykh. This, of course, means a lot

Meanwhile, there is no sin in independently verifying the authenticity of the hadith. As
:such, al-Dhahabi says about the first narrator

S5l ol gl (sl (bl LW il cal Ol ol e o e

Ali b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. al-Marzaban b. Sabur: the Imam, the hafiz (hadith scientist), the*
(saduq (very truthful) narrator, Abu al-Hasan al-Baghwi.c.

:Elsewhere, he adds
0 gele a1 B Il JB . mlme 6l yding 5 oy o] e oy 40 0 4y slomall bloddl (5 pad) 5l e o e

Ali b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Baghwi: the hafiz (hadith scientist), adjacent to Makkah: Thigah*
trustworthy). However, he used to request (payments) for narrating ahadith, and he
is excused on the ground that he was needy. Al-Daraqutni said: “He was thigah

((trustworthy) and totally reliable.” (¥

-Al-Hafiz . roy H) states about the second narrator
S 4 g pad) S Ol gl anl I sl o 058 o 50

Amr b. ‘Awn b. Aws al-Wasiti, Abu ‘Uthman al-Bazzaz al-Basri: Thigah drustworthy),
(thabt @ccurate).«

:Concerning the third narrator, al-Hafiz also says
4 a¥ e G dl Ol sy o e Ml ks oy il e oy A

Khalid b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yazid al-Tahan al-Wasiti al-Muzni, their freed
(slave: Thigah trustworthy), thabt @ccurate).ce

:The fourth narrator is thigah drustworthy) too, as affirmed by al-Hafiz

Job a3 Sog,e gl (sdlog e op il Ao o el

Al-Hasan b. ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Urwah al-Nakha’i, Abu ‘Urwah al-Kufi: Thigah
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(trustworthy), fadhil (virtuous).@

‘Finally, al-Hafiz proclaims about the last narrator

S (el gl Slagdl iadl s oy ol

p: ¥

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala -1
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; ath edition, y¢\v H) [annotators: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and
‘Ali Abu Zayd], vol. yv, p. vfA, \of

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Mizan al-T’tidal fi Naqd -
al-Rijal Beirut: Dar al-Ma’rifah) [annotator: ‘Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi], vol. v, p. 1fr,
OAAY

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tagrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - v
al-‘Ilmiyyah; ynd edition, y¢\o H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. \, p. v¥y,
DY+ F

Ibid, vol. v, p. yo4, vsoY —¢

Ibid,vol. v, p. Y+, \Y0A -0
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Muslim b. Subayh al-Hamdani, Abu al-Dhuha al-Kufi al-‘Attar, well-known with his
(kunya: Thigah drustworthy), fadhil (virtuous).a1

:Imam Muslim . y#\ H) also states concerning him

Abu al-Dhuha, Muslim b. Subayh: He heard @hadith from) Ibn ‘Abbas, al-Nu’man b.
(Bashir and Zayd b. Argam. Al-A’mash and Habib b. Abi Thabit narrated from him .«

So, all the narrators are thigah drustworthy), and the sanad, of course, is fully
.connected. As such, it is a perfectly sahih chain

:But, there is more! Imam al-Tabarani again documents

JB 3,0 o 5 e (el (ol oo il e o el o el e 2 W el o e Wl Slae W
A e 12 o B o lgils (e ol 5 ST i) (S5 ST ) ey S

Mu’adh b. al-Muthanna — ‘Ali b. al-Madini — Jarir b. ‘Abd al-Hamid — al-Hasan b. ‘Ubayd
Allah — Abu al-Dhuha —Zayd b. Argam

The Messenger of Allah said: “I am leaving behind over you the Two Weighty Things
@l-thagalayn): the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall
(never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.” ¢

There are only three new names in this chain

:Al-Dhahabi says about the first narrator

coite a1 kol gl gzl o Slas

(Mu’adh b. al-Muthanna, Abu al-Muthanna: Thigah trustworthy), extremely precise.cs

:About the second narrator, al-Hafiz states

o A e o e
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p: ¥y

Ibid, vol. v, p. yva, ssor -

Muslim b. al-Hajjaj, al-Kuna wa al-Asma (Madinah al-Munawwarah: al-Jami’ah al- v
Islamiyyah; ist edition, v¢.¥ H) [@annotator: ‘Abd al-Rahim Muhammad Ahmad al-
Qushgqari],vol.y, P.ra0, yvyy

Abu al-Qasim Sulayman b. Ahmad b. Ayub al-Tabarani, Mu’jam al-Kabir (Mosul: - v
Maktabah al-‘Ulum wa al-Hukm; ynd edition, v¢-f H) [annotator: Hamadi b. ‘Abd al-
Majid al-Salafi], vol. o, p.yv-, ¥aA

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala -*
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; ath edition, y¢\v H) [annotators: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and
‘Ali Abu Zayd], vol. yv, p. avv, Y04
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Ali b. ‘Abd Allah b. Ja’far b. Najih al-Sa’di, their freed slave, Abu al-Hasan b. al-Madini*
Basri: Thigah trustworthy), thabt @ccurate), an Imam, the most knowledgeable of his
dime in hadith and its ‘ilal...

‘The third narrator is like that too, as al-Hafiz submits

S e 485 LgebBy Y 5 (BN () dlogs clb Loy ol J1 0 Sy Ol oy b5 o dendl e 0 2 >
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Jarir b. ‘Abd al-Hamid b. Qurt al-Dhabi al-Kufi, a resident of al-Rayy and its judge:
Thigah rustworthy), sahih al-kitab «i.e. whatever he narrated from his books was
sahih). It is said that he used to hallucinate due to his memory during the last part of

(his lifetime v

Al-Hafiz refers to the criticism against Jarir with “it is said”, which is a term employed
to express doubt. In other words, al-Hafiz does NOT confirm that Jarir really used to
hallucinate during the last part of his lifetime. Secondly, even if the allegation were
accepted, it would still not harm Jarir. The claim was that he hallucinated, but not “a
lot”. That shows that his memory problem was not serious, and therefore would not
affect his ahadith. In any case, there is a mutaba’ah for Jarir by Khalid b. ‘Abd Allah.

Therefore, this second chain is impeccably sahih too, in any case

(Hadith Al-Thaqgalayn: The Prophet At Ghadir Khumm (Part ¥ (¥

The Messenger of Allah, sallallahu “alaihi wa alihi, proclaimed at Ghadir Khumm to all
:humanity

<SHE Sl

p: ¥y

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqgrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - \
al-‘Ilmiyyah; ynd edition, yv¢\o H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. \, p. sav,
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Ibid, vol. v, p. YoA, VA -Y
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I am leaving behind over you the Two Weighty Things @l-thagalayn): the Book of
Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall never separate from each
.other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount

The Qur’an and the offspring of the Prophet are referred to as “the Two Weighty
Things” @l-thaqgalayn) in the ahadith. Both of them are “left behind over” us by him,
and are further described as being eternally inseparable till the Day of al-Qiyamah.

?What exactly did the Rasul intend with these statements

When the leader of a nation or community tells his people “I will die soon. But, I have
left behind over you so-and-so”, what possibly could he be telling them? It is clear, of
course. The designated person — “left behind over” his people - is to take his place and
perform his role among them. Hadith al-Thaqgalayn, obviously, is in this sense too. The
Prophet was declaring the Qur’an and his offspring as his substitutes over his Ummah

-after him. Shaykh al-Arnaut too has something for us in this regard
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p: ¥f
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el (o ity candly CUSIE: Jandl (3 ol
Al-Sindi said: “His statement {I am leaving behind over you}: that is, after me death

The Two Weighty Things}: every priceless treasure is called a ‘weighty thing’, and }
this hadith is from it, as stated in al-Qamus

One of them is greater}: that is the Book, because it is the Imam for everyone —}
...whether the offspring (of the Prophet) or others

and my offspring}: it is like he, peace be upon him, appointed them TO STAND IN HIS }
PLACE, such that just as it was the Qur’an and the Prophet during his lifetime, it was
the Qur’an and his Ahl al-Bayt after him. However, their standing in his place is ©nly)
with regards to the (Ummah’s) obligation of love, kindness and care (o them), not in
adherence to their words and opinions. Rather, the reference for actions are the Book

@nd the Sunnah, and Allah the Most High knows best.”(\

This is further strengthened by the fact that he called them both “the Two Weighty
Things”, al-thagalayn. Imam Ibn Manzur . vvy H), the leading classical Sunni linguist,
.explains what this means
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It is narrated from the Prophet, peace

p:¥o

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal b. Hilal b. Asad al-Shaybani, Musnad -
(Muasassat al-Risalah; \st edition, \¢vyv H) [annotators: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut, ‘Adil
Murshid and others], vol. vv, pp. yve-1va, Y11+ ¥. Al-Sindi’s submission is indeed very
weird. The Ahl al-Bayt stand in the place of the Prophet in his Ummah after him. Yet,
none is obliged to follow them! Moreover, al-Sindi seems to think that following the Ahl
al-Bayt leads away from the Kitab and Sunnah! Alas, they are actually the purest
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route to the Qur’an and the original teachings of Muhammad
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be upon him, that he said during the end of his lifetime: “I am leaving behind over you
the Two Weighty Things @l-thagalayn): the Book of Allah and my offspring.” So, he
identified them both as the Book of Allah the Almighty and his offspring. The word
“itrah (offspring)” has already been explained. Tha’lab said: “He named them
thagalayn because holding fast to them both and following them both are weighty
(responsibilities).” He said: “The origin of the word) thagal is that Arabs referred to
every priceless weighty thing as a thaqal. Therefore, he named them thagalayn to

(highlight their significance and to extol their importance

:Imam Ibn al-Athir . ¢.¢ H), an ace Sunni hadith linguist, has the same submission

S e ot ¢SS Iy 5 gy Joalls Loge VI 0V (ol Lealoa [ 0 bl ST 2 il (05 057,15
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I am leaving among you the Two Weighty Things: the Book of Allah and my offspring], |
he named them both thagalayn because holding fast to them both and following them
are weighty (responsibilities). And every priceless weighty thing is called thaqgal.
Therefore, he named them thaqgalayn to highlight their significance and to extol their

(importance .«

:Another leading Sunni linguist, al-Zubaydi . vv-s H), backs him
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And itis like that in the hadith: “I am leaving among you the Two Weighty

p:f?

Abu al-Fadhl Jamal al-Din Muhammad b. Mukram b. Manzur al-Afrigi al-Misri, Lisan -\
al-‘Arab Beirut: Dar Sadir; \st edition), vol. vy, p. Ao

Abu Sa’adat al-Mubarak b. Muhammad, Ibn al-Athir al-Jazari, al-Nihayah fi Gharib - v
al-Hadith wa al-Athar Beirut: al-Maktabah al-‘Iimiyyah; yvaa AH) [annotator: Tahir
Ahmad al-Zawi and Mahmud Muhammad al-Tanahij, vol. v, p. v\¢
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Things @l-thagalayn): the Book of Allah and my offspring”. He called them thagalayn
to highlight their significance and to extol them both. Tha’lab said: “He nhamed them
thagalayn because holding fast to them both and following them both are weighty

((responsibilities).”(\

:Yet another leading Sunni linguist, Abu Mansur al-Azhari . vv- H), confirms them
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It is narrated from the Prophet, peace be upon him, that he said in his fatal iliness: {
am leaving behind over you the Two Weighty Things: the Book of Allah and my
offspring. Both shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-
Fount). The Prophet, peace be upon him, explained the Two Weighty Things and
identified them both as the Book of Allah the Almighty and his offspring, peace be
upon him. The word “itrah (offspring)” has already been explained, and they are his
closest blood relatives. Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Yahya said: “They are named
thagalayn because holding fast to them both is a weighty responsibility), and

(following them both is also a weighty (responsibility).” (v

Imam al-Nawawi . sv¢ H), the well-known hadith scientist, tables the view of

p: fv

Muhibb al-Din Abu Faydh Sayyid Muhammad Murtadha al-Husayni al-Wasiti al- -
Zubaydi al-Hanafi, Taj al-‘Urus min Jawahir al-Qamus Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; yv¢v¢ H), vol.
\F, P. AD

Abu Mansur Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Azhari, Tahdhib al-Lughah Beirut: Dar Ihya -v
al-Turath al-‘Arabi; \st edition, y. .\ CE),vol.4, p. vA
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the classical Sunni scholars as well
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His statement, peace be upon him { am leaving behind over you Two Weighty Things)
and he mentioned the Book of Allah and his Ahl al-Bayt. The ‘ulama said: He named
them thagalayn due to their magnificence and the greatness of their significance. It is

@lso said: they are named thagalayn due to the fact that) both are to be followed.(

And Shaykh ‘Abd al-Bagqi, in his annotation of Sahih Muslim, writes these words under
:Hadith al-Thagalayn

L Jondl Ja J35 Logils o875 Logaland (i L slalall J6 (i)

Two Weighty Things [thaqgalayn)): The ‘ulama said: He named them thagalayn due to)
their magnificence and the greatness of their significance. It is also said: (they are
(named thagalayn due to the fact that) both are to be followed.(x

So, our Prophet indicated that he was leaving behind the Qur’an and his offspring as
his replacements over us after him. He equally very strongly emphasized that we
must “adhere to” and “follow” both the Qur’an and his offspring after him, by naming
them “the Two Weighty Things” @l-thaqgalayn). It is thus impossible to miss his
message in any circumstance: the offspring of the Messenger of Allah are his

khalifahs and the masters and guides over his Ummah after him

Meanwhile, the Rasul also described his offspring as being eternally inseparable from
the Qur’an until the Day of

P: fA

Abu Zakariyyah Yahya b. Sharaf al-Nawawi, Sharh Sahih Muslim Beirut: Dar al- -

Kitab al-‘Arabi; v¢:v H)vol. va, p. A
Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: -
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Bagqi], vol. £, p. \avy,
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‘Resurrection
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Verily, both shall NEVER separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-
Fount

?What does this mean

There is no doubt: the Messenger of Allah is the most eloquent of all of his Lord’s
creation. This is why he was able to convey some of his most significant messages
through that single statement. He absolutely ruled out the possibility of any form of
separation between the Qur’an and his offspring at any moment in the lifetime of this

-earth. So, we ask

Does sin cause a separation between us and the Qur’an in our sinful acts? Of course,
there is no doubt about this! This means then that the offspring of the Prophet never
commit sinful acts. Otherwise, they would be separated from the Qur’an, at least for

the duration of their sinful acts

Does heresy — whether in beliefs or actions — cause a separation between us and the
Qur’an? There is no doubt about this too. Heresies of all sorts contradict the Qur’an,
and whoever possesses any heresy is in contradiction to the Book of Allah

Therefore, whatsoever the offspring of the Prophet believe, say, do or teach is the
true, pure guidance from Allah and His Messenger. It is absolutely impossible for the
offspring to be heretical in absolutely anything. Otherwise, they would be separated

from the Qur’an, at least for the duration of the heresy

Allah and His Messenger have joined together the Qur’an and the offspring, and have
made them eternally inseparable

p: ¥4


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

till the Day of al-Qiyamah. This is also a command to every believer not to ever
separate them in any circumstance. If you love the Qur’an, you must love the
offspring too. If you respect the Qur’an, you must respect the offspring too. If you
follow the Qur’an, you must follow the offspring too. If you obey the Qur’an, you must
obey the offspring too. If you consider the Qur’an to be your Imam, you must take the
offspring too as your Imams. If you consider the Qur’an to be your supreme guide in

any affair, you must take the offspring too as your supreme guides in all your affairs

This last point is re-emphasized by ‘Allamah al-Albani . v¢v+ H) in these words while
:writing about the Qur’an and Sunnah
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Rather, it is obligatory to consider the Book and the Sunnah as a single source, with no
difference between them both, AS INDICATED IN THE STATEMENT of the Messenger
of Allah, peace be upon him: “I have been given the Qur’an and its likeness with it”,
that is the Sunnah, AND HIS STATEMENT, “Both shall never separate until they meet

(me at the Lake-Fount.”(

The ‘Allamah considers the phrase “both shall never separate from each other” to be
an order against discrimination between

p:o-

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- -\
Ashqudri al-Albani, Manzilah al-Sunnah fi al-Islam Kuwait: Dar al-Salafiyyah; fth
edition, v¢.¥ H), p. vY
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the two. Of course, he has applied the phrase to the Sunnah, even though its only
reliable chains link with the offspring of the Prophet and nothing else. Yet, we
understand from al-Albani’s submission that it is “obligatory” to consider the Qur’an
and the offspring as a single source of guidance and knowledge in Islam, with no
difference between them both, as indicated in the words of the Prophet: “both shall
never separate from each other”. As such, whosoever follows the Qur’an in all
matters, but does not obey the offspring in all matters, has defied the Order of Allah

and His Messenger, and has thereby become a plain heretic

Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: The Prophet At Unindentified Places (Y

There are reports of Hadith al-Thagalayn which do not name the locations where it
was delivered. It is therefore possible that the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, also
uttered them at Ghadir Khumm, in addition to his other pronouncements. Meanwhile,
it is equally probable that the sermons were given at other places, before or after

:(Ghadir Khumm. Let us start with this riwayah by Imam al-Fasawi . yvv H
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:Yahya — Jarir - al-Hasan b. ‘Ubayd Allah — Abu al-Dhuha — Zayd b. Argam

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: “I am leaving behind over

p: oy
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you that which if you adhere to it you will never go astray: the Book of Allah the
Almighty and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall never separate from each
(other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.”(

:Al-Hafiz . roy H) states concerning the first narrator

plol o 48 () bl bS5 gl (cmedl o Il e 0 S0 (oo O (o

Yahya b. Yahya b. Bukayr b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Tamimi, Abu Zakariyyah al-Naysaburi:
(Thigah drustworthy), thabt @ccurate),an Imam.«

‘What about the second narrator? Al-Hafiz submits

4 oy 6 5 (B ol dhage el oty ol J1 080 O oy b3 o dnsl s o 5 2

Jarir b. ‘Abd al-Hamid b. Qurt al-Dhabi al-Kufi, a resident of al-Rayy and its judge:
(Thigah ¢trustworthy).(¢

:The third narrator is thigah trustworthy) as well, according to al-Hafiz

o8 i 3SUes e ] idllog e or B e o el

Al-Hasan b. ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Urwah al-Nakha’i, Abu ‘Urwah al-Kufi: Thigah
(trustworthy), fadhil (virtuous).(

:And the last narrator is like that too, as affirmed by al-Hafiz
Job i anSs ) peie laall 5 SU (omdll gl Sllegll pnadl s o phens

Muslim b. Subayh al-Hamdani, Abu al-Dhuha al-Kufi al-‘Attar, well-known with his
(kunya: Thigah trustworthy), fadhil (virtuous).®

All the narrators are thigah trustworthy), and the chain is fully connected. So, it is an
labsolutely sahih chain

:Meanwhile, Imam al-Tirmidhi . ¥va H) has also recorded a shahid for it
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Abu Yusuf Ya’qub b. Sufyan al-Fasawi, al-Ma’rifah wa al-Tarikh (Beirut: Dar al- -
Kutub al-‘IImiyyah) [annotator: Khalil al-Mansur], vol. 1, p. va¥

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tagrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - v
al-‘IImiyyah; ynd edition, v¥vo H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. v, p. ¥\A,
iaYe

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tagrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - v
al-‘TIlmiyyah; ynd edition, y¢\o H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. \, p. VoA,
44, We have already mentioned his trustworthiness previously in this book

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tagrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - ¢
al-‘Ilmiyyah; ynd edition, yv¢\o H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. \, p. VoA,
WA, VOl Y\, p. Y5, VYA

Ibid, vol. v, p. yva, s50% -
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Ali b. al-Mundhir Kufi — Muhammad b. Fudhayl — al-A’mash — ‘Atiyyah — Abu Sa’id @l-*
Khudri): AND al-‘Amash — Habib b. Abi Thabit — Zayd b. Argam, may Allah be pleased
:with them both

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “I am leaving behind over you that
which if you adhere to it you will never go astray after me. One of them is greater than
the other: the Book of Allah - a rope stretching from the heaven to the earth - and my
offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Both shall never separate from each other until they meet

(me at the Lake-Fount. Therefore, watch carefully how you treat them after me.”(

Al-Tirmidhi says

i (e Lo May

(And this hadith is hasan gharib (.e. has a hasan chain).(x
And ‘Allamah al-Albani . y¢y- H) states

it

(Sahihg

:Sayyid Hasan al-Saqqaf also has this comment

oo el Lol (gt 1 s o 4 o2a O e oS53 28,0 ) okl oo A YVAA) (5 (PPY/0 (sie A1 ol
Legd

Al-Tirmidhi /55, ¥wvar) recorded it WITH A SAHIH CHAIN, with this wording
I am leaving behind over you that which if you adhere to“

p: oy
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Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 1
Tirmidhi Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. o, p. 5% ¥vAA
Ibid -v
Ibid -v
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it you will never go astray after me. One of them is greater than the other: the Book of
Allah - a rope stretching from the heaven to the earth - and my offspring, my Ahl al-
Bayt. Both shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-

(Fount. Therefore, watch carefully how you treat them after me.”(

Imam Ahmad d. v¢y\ H) further documents

A gy JB JB gyl dnn ol oo Gsdl akos e Oledew o op ¢Sl de Bl 0 8 of (S il e B
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Ibn Numayr — ‘Abd al-Malik b ¢
:Abi Sulayman — ‘Atiyyah al-‘Awfi — Abu Sa’id al-Khudri

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I have left behind over you that
which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray after me: the Two Weighty Things
@l-thagalayn). One of them both is greater than the other: the Book of Allah - a rope
stretching from the heaven to the earth — and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Take
note: verily, both shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the

(Lake-Fount.” (¢

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments
Pl Je sy o Bk S lgls " B 05 e Lud
It

p: o¥

Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Saqqaf al-Qurashi al-Hashimi al-Husayni, Sahih Sharh al-‘Agidah al- -1
Tahawiyyah (Amman: Dar Imam al-Nawawi; yst edition, v¢1s¢ H), p. sof

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -v
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. ¥, p. 84, y16vA
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is a sahih hadith, with the exception of the statement “And, verily, both shall never
(separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount”.(\

Apparently, al-Arnaut rejects the authenticity of the last phrase of the hadith, and
accepts all the others. But, this is strange, indeed! We have already quoted absolutely
sahih chains — in the reports of Zayd b. Argam — in this book which establish the
authenticity of that phrase. Shaykh al-Arnaut apparently rushed to his conclusion
without adequate research. Besides, the chain of this last riwayah above is reliable as
well, as ‘Allamah al-Albani declares, after quoting that exact same report from

:Musnad Ahmad

(And it is a chain that is hasan through the shawahid (corroborating evidences).(x

Interestingly, this is what al-Arnaut himself says about the same hadith of ‘Atiyyah
-above from the same Abu Sa’id al-Khudri, with the same chain, in another book

M‘)&Jb e olw
(ts chain is hasan through the shawahid.«

So, indeed, all the parts of the hadith are firmly established through this sanad and
the sahih others

(Hadith Al-Khalifatayn: The Messenger Named His Successors (Part\ (A

Imam al-Fasawi d. yvv H) records
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:Ubayd Allah — Sharik — al-Rukayn — Qasim b. Hassan — Zayd b. Thabit*

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I am leaving behind over you

p:od
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Ibid -\

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- -v
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fighihah wa
Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; yst edition, v¢yo H),
vol. ¥, p. vov, \vs)

Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Wazir al-Yamani, al-‘Awasim wa al-Qawasim fi al-Dhabb -v
‘an Sunnah Abi al-Qasim Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; ¥ynd edition, \¢1¢ H) [annotator:
Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. v, p. yvA, footnote »
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MY KHALIFAH: the Book of Allah the Almighty and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily,
(both shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.”(

-Al-Hafiz . roy H) states about the first narrator

i O o Ao il 5 oSN sl p13L Lol ) o s op s

Ubayd Allah b. Musa b. Abi al-Mukhtar al-‘Ubsi al-Kufi, Abu Muhammad: Thigah‘
((trustworthy), he was a Shi’i.«x

:Concerning the second narrator, Sharik, Imam al-Mizzi . vy H) submits

4 gty & Oluliadl Y (B s (5505005 Sl (B p il 85" (S sans " pelndl S (sl 4 dgid
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Al-Bukhari uses him as a withess in al-Jami’ (.e. Sahih al-Bukhari), and narrates from
him under the Chapter “Raising both Hands in Salat” and others. Muslim too narrates
from him in mutaba’at (supporting narrations), and others rely upon him as a

(hujjah.«¢

Imam al-Dhahabi . v¢ea H) makes a similar statement about him
oy Sl a c:’-‘) cazs e V.LM 4 B, (Bl dgiaal 18

I @l-Dhahabi) say: Al-Bukhari uses him as a witness, and Muslim narrates from him in
(mutaba’at. Al-Nasai and others rely upon him as a hujjah.c

So, the overwhelming majority of classical Sunni hadith scientists considered him a
hujjah in his own right. Meanwhile, Imam al-Hakim . f.» H) has a completely
different view of Imam Muslim’s (. ¥\ H) treatment of Sharik. For instance, he states

:about a riwayah

M\&\@&&ﬂ?\ww.bﬁyaﬁwdj
It has a shahid (witness), which is upon

p: o7
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Abu Yusuf Ya’qub b. Sufyan al-Fasawi, al-Ma’rifah wa al-Tarikh (Beirut: Dar al- -
Kutub al-‘TImiyyah) [annotator: Khalil al-Mansur], vol. 1, p. va¥¢

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tagrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - v
al-‘Ilmiyyah; ynd edition, yvf\a H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. \, p. ¥,
ard

Jamal al-Din Abu al-Hajjaj Yusuf al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-Kamal fi Asma al-Rijal (Beirut: -
Muasassat al-Risalah; vnd edition, y¢yv H), vol. vy, p. fvo, v

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam wa - ¥
Wafiyat al-Mashahir wa al-A’lam Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi; st edition, v¢.v H)
[@annotator: Dr. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam Tadmuri], vol. vy, p. 154


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

the standard of Muslim, for he (Muslim) has relied upon Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nakha’i
@s a hujjah.a

‘He repeats elsewhere

4 g O ga g il e o &K S0 ol gl 5

Imam) Muslim has relied upon Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah as a hujjah, and he is to be relied)
(upon as a hujjah.«x

:And, again

W e o 6 Sy i B Lok O s o 525
(tis gharib sahih, for Muslim has relied upon Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah has a hujjah.¢

In simpler terms, the ahadith of Sharik are sahih upon the standard of Imam Muslim,
laccording to al-Hakim

Al-Hafiz, on his part, gives us some additional information about Sharik, which may
explain the reluctance of al-Bukhari . vo# H) - and possibly Imam Muslim too -
:concerning his reports

sLadll Jp de abaio 5 1,28 ade G il e ] 6,801 05 Loty (bl 5,1 asll e S50
gl Jal e s s ule Sk Yale 01575 45,S3L

Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nakha’i al-Kufi al-Qadi, (resided) first at Wasit and then Kufah,
Abu ‘Abd Allah: Sadugq (very truthful), made a lot of mistakes. His memory deteriorated
since he became the judge in Kufah. He was just, excellent, a great worshipper of

(Allah, and he was severe against the people of bid’ah.c¢

He developed a memory problem when he became the judge of Kufah. Before this
period, he was a completely accurate narrator. However, Imam Ibn ‘Adi d. »so H)
makes an important observation about him in this regard, which must be taken into

.consideration
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala -1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’IImiyyah; \st edition, v¢\y H) [annotator: Mustafa
‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. v, p. #5, ¥o

Ibid, vol. v, p. vav, ¥vv -y

Ibid, vol. y, p. ov4, yFyy -y

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqgrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - ¢
al-‘Ilmiyyah; ynd edition, y¢\o H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. \, p. fv,

YVao
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The overwhelming majority of his ahadith are sahih and accurate rom his shuyukh).
(As for the repugnancy in his ahadith, that occurred only due to his poor memory.(

This puts things into their proper perspective. Despite his memory problems, most of
his ahadith are still sahih and accurate. So, when it is said that he made “a lot” of
mistakes, this was relative. His many mistakes affected only a small minority of his

:ahadith. To get a clearer picture, this is what Imam al-‘Ijli . v#\ H) states

el I G5V iy o Blom] e ol (5551 OS5 Egutondl g O 4 358 bl il bl e oy S,

Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nakha’i, the judge, Kufi: Thigah trustworthy), and he was
hasan al-hadith d.e. his ahadith are hasan). The one who narrated most from him was
dshaqgb. Yusuf al-Azraq al-Wasiti. He heard 4. . . (nine thousand) ahadith from him (v

Apparently, Sharik was indeed a very prolific narrator. He narrated 4. .. ahadith to
Ishaqg alone! How many more then did he transmit to others? Obviously, there were
more! Meanwhile, let us assume — for the sake of argument - that Sharik narrated
only those 4. .. throughout his lifetime. So, in what percentage of them did he make

:mistakes due to his poor memory? Imam Ibn ‘Adi records the answer

oo wle )l (B S0 ,8 ol sk (g0l s ool ) Cmos Ol e il

Umar b. Sinan narrated to°

p: oA

Abu Ahmad ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Adi al-Jirjani, al-Kamil fi Dhu’afa al-Rijal (Dar al-Fikr li al- -\
Taba’at wa al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; vrd edition, y¢-4 H), vol. ¥, p. Y¥, AAA/A

Abu al-Hasan Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Salih al-‘Ijli al-Kufi, Ma’rifat al-Thigat - v
(Madinah: Maktabah al-Dar; yst edition, v¢.6 H), vol. v, p. fov, vyy
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us that he heard Ibrahim b. Sa’d al-Jawhari saying: “Sharik made mistakes in .. our
(hundred) ahadith.”

In other words, Sharik made mistakes — due to his poor memory - in ¥ out of every a.
ahadith; and he authentically and accurately transmitted As out of every 4. ahadith
from his shuyukh. For Allah’s sake, is this enough to call for his head and abandon all
his ahadith as some from the Ahl al-Sunnah have done? What are all these bloated

?statements about him then

This revelation obviously lays the exaggerations and the exaggerated positions
concerning him to rest. His case was not as serious as some make it out to be. No
wonder, most of the classical Sunni hadith collectors relied upon him as a hujjah in

their books. Imam al-Dhahabi too concludes about him

275 ol 4 gzl Wy s o slenS OBV 3 58 e |2 Biloma s Lgos Lile] ol om0 5 01708

I @l-Dhahabi) say: Sharik was hasan al-hadith d.e. his ahadith are hasan). He was an
Imam, a jurist, a prolific hadith narrator. He was not as precise as Hammad b. Zayd.
Al-Bukhari has used him as a witness, Muslim has narrated mutaba’at reports from
him, and Yahya b. Ma’in declared him thigah rustworthy) ... His ahadith are in the

(hasan categories.(

Imam al-Ijli has a similar submission
Cododl i O 5 4 5,8 SN asdl il s o &K 0

,Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nakha’i, the judge, Kufi: Thigah drustworthy
p:od

Abu Ahmad ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Adi al-Jirjani, al-Kamil fi Dhu’afa al-Rijal (Dar al-Fikr li al- -\
Taba’at wa al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; vrd edition, y¢+4 H), vol. ¥, p. A, AMV/A

Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirat al-Huffaz Beirut: Dar al- -y
Kutub al-‘IImiyyah; st edition, yf14 H) [annotator: Zakariyyah ‘Umayrat], vol.y, p. \v.
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(@nd he was hasan al-hadith d.e. his ahadith are hasan).(

:Imam al-Haythami . A-v H) also says

Cadodl i sy ) e o S5 S s il ) Dl s el oS el

Itis entirely recorded by Ahmad, and the narrators of the two reports are narrators of
the Sahih, except Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nakha’i who is hasan al-hadith d.e. his ahadith
(@re hasan).(x

So, Sharik was a thigah drustworthy) narrator who made many mistakes in fr out of
every 4. of his ahadith. He was taken as a hujjah by most of the classical Sunni hadith
collectors, including possibly Imam Muslim. However, due to his errors, his ahadith are
only of the hasan grading, according to some top Sunni hadith scientists. In our
humble view, making mistakes in ¥ out of every 4. ahadith is not enough to degrade
his ahadith from the level of sahih reports or to reject them altogether as some

1Sunnis do

The third narrator, al-Rukayn (previously mistakenly mis-transliterated as al-Rakin),
(is thigah trustworthy), as quoted by Imam Ibn Shahin . vas H

Lol B 4B xSl g S
(Al-Rukayn b. al-Rabi’: Thigah trustworthy). Ahmad said so.«

Imam Ibn Hibban . o H) has also included his name among the thigah trustworthy)
narrators.(f) More interestingly, al-Rukayn is relied upon as a hujjah by Imam Muslim
in his Sahih.) This, apparently, is also why Shaykh al-Arnaut has graded the chain of
an independent report by al-Rukayn as being “sahih upon the standard of dmam)

(Muslim” ¢

Lastly, the fourth narrator is al-Qasim. He too
p:#.

Abu al-Hasan Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Salih al-‘Ijli al-Kufi, Ma’rifat al-Thigat - 1
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(Madinah: Maktabah al-Dar; st edition, v¢.o H), vol. v, p. for, vyv

Nur al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Majma’ al-Zawaid Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1f\1y ¥
H),vol. 4, p. vsF, vFviY

Abu Hafs ‘Umar b. Shahin, Tarikh Asma al-Thigat (Dar al-Salafiyyah; st edition, -v
Ve f H), P A, wea

Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad al-Tamimi al-Busti, Kitab al-Thigat - ¢
(Hyderabad: Maijlis Dairat al-Ma’arif al-‘Uthmaniyyah; \st edition, \vaA H), vol. ¥, p. y¥v
See Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim - »
(Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. v,
(P. YSAD, YAYS (1)

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. £, p. #4, 1s545
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is thigah trustworthy). Imam Ibn Shahin again states
o o el B4 Sl oy 5 e 5 sl Olas (o ol

Al-Qasim b. Hassan(\) who narrated from Zayd b. Thabit is thigah trustworthy).
(Ahmad b. Salih said so.(x

He is equally mentioned by Imam Ibn Hibban among the thigah drustworthy)
:narrators.(v) Besides, Imam al-Ijli further submits

4B ol (3 Ol op el
(Al-Qasim b. Hassan, a Kufi Tabi’i: Thigah trustworthy).ce

:Imam al-Dhahabi also says

.@}cmé&@j\jg@)‘&ﬁ)\ch@\&q-}cdﬁuQ.g.»\ij&oc‘_gfw‘d\m:-&ﬁw‘

Al-Qasim b. Hasan al-‘Amiri: He narrated from Zayd b. Thabit and some others, and
al-Rukayn b. al-Rabi’ and al-Walid b. Qays narrated from him. He was declared thigah
((trustworthy).@

In addition, both al-Hakim and al-Dhahabi have declared a sanad containing the
name of al-Rukayn b. al-Rabi’ narrating independently from al-Qasim b. Hassan —
who, in turn, also narrated independently from his shaykh - to be sahih.¢¢) Imam Ibn

:Khuzaymah d. vy H), as well, has relied upon this chain in his Sahih

(o 5 ade ) o G e S o A5 e Oles o el e Il 0 ST (S

Al-Rukayn b. al-Rabi’ — al-Qasim b. Hassan — Zayd b. Thabit — the Prophet, peace be
pon him.«

Obviously, Ibn Khuzaymah considers them both to be thigah trustworthy) or, at least,
saduq «very truthful). Shaykh Dr. al-A’zami, in his tahgiq of the above chain,
.comments

GM obt.wl
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Its chain is sahihx

So, all the narrators are thigah drustworthy), and the chain is fully connected.
,Therefore, the sanad of Hadith al-Khalifatayn is sahih

p: )

Previously mistakenly mis-transliterated as al-Qasim b. Hisan -\

Abu Hafs ‘Umar b. Shahin, Tarikh Asma al-Thigat (Dar al-Salafiyyah; st edition, - v
Ve f H), . YAR, VY FA

Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad al-Tamimi al-Busti, Kitab al-Thigat - »
(Hyderabad: Maijlis Dairat al-Ma’arif al-‘Uthmaniyyah; \st edition, yvaa H), vol. v, p. ¥rs
Abu al-Hasan Ahmad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Salih al-‘Ijli al-Kufi, Ma’rifat al-Thigat - ¢
(Madinah: Maktabah al-Dar; st edition, v¢.0 H), vol. v, p. vy, y¥4s

Shams al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. al-Dhahabi al-Dimashqi, al- -
Kashif fi Ma’rifat Man Lahu Riwayat fi al-Kutub al-Sittah Jeddah: Dar al-Qiblah i al-
Thagafat al-Islamiyyah; yst edition, yvevv H), vol. v, p.yyv, fo. ¢

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala -¢
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’IImiyyah; \st edition, vf\y H) [annotator: Mustafa
‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. £, p. Y1#, vFiA

Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Khuzaymah al-Sulami al-Naysaburi, Sahih Beirut: -v
al-Maktab al-Islami; yr4. H) [@annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and Dr.
Muhammad Mustafa al-A’zami], vol. v, p. yaf, 1¥fo

Ibid -A
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or atleast hasan

In the hadith, the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, explicitly identified the Qur’an and
his offspring to be “my khalifah.” This means that they are his khalifahs. The word
“khalifah” — though singular - may be used to refer to a single individual, or to a group,

:as Imam al-Raghib al-Isfahani . s\ H) explains

sa:‘}biﬂl«ﬂj}ﬁJﬁ)i&‘ﬁﬁ(%ﬂ‘\&(ﬁ"i@JﬁHW‘QPL&[}A]MLﬁ)GﬁJ‘}A}\ﬂJL&i4.1:.L>J|j

FHEpo

The word khalifah is used to refer to a single person or to a group. Here wnder Qur’an
v+, it is plural. This is because the word Khalifah there) does not refer to Adam,
peace be upon him, alone. Rather, it refers to him and the righteous ones among his

(offspring. So, they are His (.e. Allah’s) Khalifahs.(\

Of course, the implication is the same — whether “khalifah” (singular) is used, or
.(“khulafa” (plural

Besides, the khalifah is the one who takes the place of another one, who is physically
absent for one reason or another. Imam Ibn al-Athir . #.# H), the grand Sunni hadith
lexicographer, submits

oMM}M‘J‘CL&Arkww‘

The khalifah is whoever stands in the position of the one who is physically absent and
(substitutes for him .«

So, it is the Qur’an and the Prophet’s offspring that have been “left behind” by him to
stand in his position, and to substitute for him, over his Ummah after him

(Hadith Al-Khalifatayn: The Messenger Named His Successors (Part Y (1

The Prophet of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi

p: Y
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Abu al-Qasim al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. al-Mufadhdhal al-Raghib al-Isfahani, - 1
Tafsir al-Raghib al-Isfahani wa Mugadimmatuh Kulliyat al-Adab, Jami’ah Tanta; \st
edition, v¢\y H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Basyuni], vol. 1, p. 1v4

Ibn al-Athir, Abu Sa’adat al-Mubarak b. Muhammad al-Jazari, al-Nihayah fi Gharib -
al-Hadith wa al-Athar Qum: Muasassat Isma’iliyyan) [annotator: Mahmud
Muhammad al-Tanahi and Tahir Ahmad al-Zawi], vol. v, p. 4
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wa alihi, further named the Qur’an and his offspring as the two khalifahs @l-
khalifatayn) over the Ummah after him. This means that the Book of Allah is one
khalifah, and the offspring is another khalifah

As we established at the end of the last chapter, the word “khalifah” may be employed
in reference to a group, to indicate the khilafah of each one of them. So, the Qur’anis
the khalifah of Muhammad over his Ummah, and members of his offspring are also

his khulafa (successors) over them

Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah . yr» H) records one of these ahadith naming the two
khalifahs

el (S 285 G116 xSl o) o8 Ol o el o S M 0 6 8 e (e 3500
e el o B lgls o sy il OLST alelS

Abu Dawud ‘Umar b. Sa’d — Sharik — al-Rukayn — al-Qasim b. Hassan — Zayd b. Thabit
—the Prophet

I have left behind over you the two all-comprehensive khalifahs: the Book of Allah*
and my offspring. Verily, both shall never separate from each other until they meet
(me at the Lake-Fount.”(

‘The annotators declare
Al gl d (=l Eodsdl
(The hadith is sahih. It has witnesses (shawahid).(x

The only new name here that needs verification is ‘Umar b. Sa’d, the first narrator.
:Concerning him, al-Hafiz . aay H) states

,\fuwa}ﬂ\{c@fﬁw;wbw\c@@uujbﬁivu,\Mdﬁp

Umar b. Sa’d b. ‘Ubayd, Abu Dawud al-Hafari: Thigah rustworthy), a great
worshipper of Allah.«
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S0

p: 7Y

Abu Bakr ‘Abd Allah b. Abi Shaybah, Musnad Ibn Abi Shaybah (Riyadh: Dar al- -\
Watan; st edition, y¢\A H) [annotators: ‘Adil b. Yusuf al-‘Azazi and Ahmad b. Farid al-
Mazidi},vol.y,p. 1A

Ibid -v

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tagrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - v
al-‘Ilmiyyah; ynd edition, yv¢\o H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. \, p. VA,

Fay.
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the chainis sahih, or at least hasan

Imam Ahmad . v¢y H) too documents

dwyjJw\squ&%;yowdﬁwtopgﬂy&pwﬁu&Jy‘ymdiu;sbm.@wb
el el o B legils o ol (S e

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad)— my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — al-Aswad b. ‘Amir — Sharik — al-¢
:Rukayn —al-Qasim b. Hassan — Zayd b. Thabit

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “I am leaving behind over you two
khalifahs: the Book of Allah — a rope stretching between the heaven and the earth or
from the heaven to the earth — and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall

(never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.”(

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments
S b B+ gd Cind sl] Mias " ol e 13 o By o) Legily 1 4l 095 il sy s Sy

The hadith is sahih through its shawahid (witnesses), except his statement “Both shall
never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.” This chain is
(dha’if due to the poor memory of Sharik.(r

So, his only problem with the chain is Sharik. However, the hadith of Sharik is either
sahih or hasan, as we have established in the last chapter. The position of al-Arnaut is
therefore nothing but an unnecessary exaggeration

There is only one

p: #f

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -\
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. o, p. YAy, Y%A
Ibid -v
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narrator in this chain of Ahmad that needs to be investigated: al-Aswad b. ‘Amir. This
is what al-Hafiz says about him

4 03l il s e e LT K slaiy 5 bl ale oy 3 5uYl

Al-Aswad b. ‘Amir al-Shami, a resident of Baghdad, his kunya was Abu ‘Abd al-
(Rahman and his lagab was Shadhan: Thigah rustworthy).(\

Therefore, the chain is sahih, or at least hasan due to Sharik

-Ahmad further records

A gy JB B b o i3 0 Ol o el g0 S I 0 0 8 1 (6 el T 18 T (B ) e W
o Bl (o 12 (o B o Legils (i ol 1 QST il oSG8 S0 ) ol s e 1 Lo

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Abu Ahmad al-Zubayri — Sharik*
—al-Rukayn —al-Qasim b. Hassan —Zayd b. Thabit

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I am leaving behind over you two
khalifahs: the Book of Allah and my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall never separate from
(each other until they meet me together at the Lake-Fount.” (v

Al-Arnaut again says
Ul ol o la o Bk S legils " A B 053 sl phy s Eyd

The hadith is sahih through its shawahid, except his statement, “Both shall never
(separate from each other until they meet me together at the Lake-Fount.” (¢

The sole unverified narrator here is al-Zubayri, and this is what al-Hafiz submits
.concerning him

0 4T V] 4 SO (6 ol T sVl s e ol ol sy s

p: 7o

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tagrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - \
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al-‘TIlmiyyah; ynd edition, yvf\a H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. \, p. \-v,
0¥

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -v
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. o, p. A4, Y154y

Ibid -
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Sol Sy 3 ke

Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Zubayr b. ‘Umar b. Dirham al-Asadi, Abu Ahmad al-
Zubayri al-Kufi: Thigah trustworthy), thabt @ccurate), except that he made mistakes
(in the hadith of al-Thawri.(\

Well, this is not an hadith of al-Thawri. As such, the chain is sahih — or at least, hasan.
Through it, all the parts of the hadith, including those denied by al-Arnaut, are firmly
.established

Imam Ibn Abi ‘Asim . vav H) has documented the hadith too

Dy JEUB b o 5 0 Ol op @ldl] o oS I1 0 0S50 o (sl 3513 gl o oy 500 15 0SS o 8
o ls o U in o Legils o ol (5o s il LS sns o i) 1S58 65,5 Gl s ade o
ool

Abu Bakr — ‘Amr b. Sa’d Abu Dawud al-Hafari — Sharik — al-Rukayn — al-Qasim b.
:Hassan —Zayd b. Thabit

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “I am leaving behind over you the
two khalifahs after me: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both
(shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.” (v

-Allamah al-Albani . v¢Y: H) declares¢

C,.iu\_'a“}JBJ‘JWQWUJﬁ@‘)ﬂ&\&‘uuﬂﬁj&f&mf-ﬂu.:wobl.‘_wl)@M Cag'v\_>-

b 55 dalsd d OY wmmes Ly .4 855 e o AT i b 50 180 5 VA5 VAY=0/VAY s | e 5

It is a sahih hadith. But, its chain is dha’if due to the poor memory of Sharik, and he
was Ibn ‘Abd Allah

p:#¢#

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqgrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah -\
al-‘TIlmiyyah; vnd edition, y¢va H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. v, p. 4o,
sy
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Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - v
al-Sunnah @l-Maktab al-Islami; st edition, y¢.. H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-
Din al-Albani], vol. v, pp. ¥o: oy, vof


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

the Judge. Also, al-Qasim b. Hassan is majhul al-hal d.e. his status is unknown). The
hadith is recorded by Ahmad /\A\-1AY, A4, and y4.) through two other chains from
Sharik with it. I have only declared it sahih because it has witnesses (shawahid) that

(strengthen it.(\

Obviously, our ‘Allamah too was infected by the anti-Sharik fallacy. In any case, Sharik
was hasan al-hadith. Moreover, al-Qasim b. Hassan is not majhul al-hal. His status is
known, and he is thigah (trustworthy), as we have proved

:The new name here is Abu Bakr, and this is what al-Hafiz says about him

sl oo Ll a8 3800w o o S0 T oW sl I Ol (o eonl gl e o g o (2 0 s
Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman, of Wasiti origin, Abu Bakr*
(b. Abi Shaybah al-Kufi: Thigah trustworthy), a hadith scientist, author of books.(x

S0, the chain is either sahih or hasan

Hadith Al-Salat: The Prophetic Families (\+

In every Ummah, there exists a prophetic family. This is the family of its prophet. On a
more specific note, the family of Nuh, ‘alaihi al-salam, were the prophetic family of his
Ummah. In the same manner, the family of Ibrahim, ‘alaihi al-salam were the

prophetic family of his own Ummah too

In our own case, Muhammad, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, is our Prophet, and his family
are our prophetic family. This fact is recognized by ‘ulama of the Ahl al-Sunnah as
well. For instance, al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqgalani . rsy H) states

gl Clowal bl 4zl 0 slit
p:#v
Ibid, vol. v, p. ¥oy, vor -

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqgrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - v
al-‘Ilmiyyah; ynd edition, yv¢\o H) [@annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. \, p. oA,
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o‘r.'ﬂgLﬁJAT)CwbRJ‘JAL.

It is learnt from the story of al-‘Abbas that it is recommended to seek the intercession
(of righteous people and the Prophetic Family.(\

:Imam al-Mubarakfuri . yyay H) too, while commenting on a hadith, submits
ool S ol Slug i 4 by Sl ol () st | Lo

What has been bestowed to us exclusively}, meaning the Ahl al-Bayt. He meant with}
(it himself and the other members of the Prophetic Family.(r

Concerning the family of Prophet Ibrahim, Imam al-Zamakhshari . svA H) says as
well

Les Ll 5 odin OF 1oal)7 } q,}\&ivig;utfﬁm\w,{r@ﬁgrﬁuaﬁw\p&wl%ui&sgb
03l S ol b plidl (Kot s o 5all ) 4 oS S

It was towards this that the angels, peace of Allah be upon them, indicated in their
statement {Mercy of Allah and His Blessings be upon you, O Ahl al-Bayt} [\v:v¥]. They
meant that this and its likes are part of what the Lord of Honour has honoured you

(with, and He has specially bestowed good unto you with it, O Prophetic Family .«

Here, the family of Prophet Ibrahim are referred to as an “Ahl al-Bayt” by the angels.
.They were the Prophetic Family of his Ummah too

Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir . vwv¢ H) also mentions a report about the family of Prophet
:-Dawud, ‘alaihi al-salam

m\vssj,@:.fufxgwmox;u;ﬁﬂgzdu;‘(w‘w;)u ob o bl Cadg B &l Ll ae 5,5
It is also narrated from him that he said: “A beggar

p:#A

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asgalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari Beirut: -\
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Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Taba’ah wa al-Nashr; ¥nd edition), vol. v, p. ¥\

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat -
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyyah; \st edition, 1¥\.
H),vol. s, p. YAA

Abu al-Qasim Jarullah Mahmud b. ‘Umar al-Zamakhshari, al-Kashaf (Beirut: Dar al- -v
Kitab al-‘Arabi; v¢.-v H), vol. v, p. £1)


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

stopped at the door of Dawud, peace be upon him, and said, ‘O Prophetic Family! Give
(o us something that Allah has granted you.”

Expectedly, prophetic families hold special positions in their respective Ummahs. For
instance, Allah informs us about two of them in these verses

ok oo g 2m o Ly 4553 eadll e Ol s JT el 5] JTs b 555 03T ilao! il 0

Verily, Allah chose Adam, Nuh, the family of Ibrahim and the family of Imran above
the worlds. (They are) offspring, one of the other, and Allah is the All-Hearing, All-
(Knowing.«x

:There are two crucial points here

The prophetic families of Ibrahim and Imran were chosen above all the worlds. This
means that none outside those families can exercise authority or leadership over
them. Naturally, therefore, all masters and leaders over all others must come from

them

Members of the prophetic families are “offspring” of one another. As a result, anyone
.outside the offspring of a prophet can never be part of his chosen family

Concerning the families of Prophet Nuh and Prophet Ibrahim, Allah informs us of how
:He chose them

opuﬁ;ﬁg,xnguﬂ,oxmw,sgu&jmﬁ\jbu}suﬂjm,

And indeed, We sent Nuh and Ibrahim, and We placed prophethood and the Book in
their offspring. Among them was he who was guided, but many of them were
(disobedient to Allah.¢

:Explaining this verse, al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir states
oot ] SISy 53 e s s 0 JS T Y9 1t asdl] (ST g 0 5l Lo )3 5 Lhar 5) ol (B 4d B

He (Allah) says
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p: #4

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. Kathir al-Dimashqi, al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah Dar Ihya al- -
Turath al-‘Arabi; yst edition, y¢-A H) [@annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. &, p. vvs
Qur’an v:yr-rr -y

Qur’an av:ys -y
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concerning him d.e. Nuh) and Ibrahim {And We placed prophethood and the Book in
the offspring} [al-Hadid: ¥#], meaning: all prophets after Nuh were from his offspring.
(That was the case of Ibrahim too.(

Imam al-Tabari . *\. H) too says

G P e JmmsNls ol g3l i S i ke s Lag 5 (6 o5l SIS ¢ SIAS ) oLl 0l Lags )3 5 Likar o1
gl SN Sl OB LA

And We placed prophethood and the Book in the offspring} in the same manner,}
prophethood was in their offspring, and to them were revealed the divine scriptures:
@l-Tawrat, al-Injil, al-Zabur, al-Furgan, and the other well-known scriptures.(x

:With regards to Prophet Ibrahim specifically, we read
cdlall pod o SV (3 615 Ll o T ol Ty STl ol a )3 3 Uhar 5 o giing 5 G| o La g

And We bestowed on him Ishaq and Ya’qub, and We placed prophethood and the
Book in his offspring, and We granted him his reward in this world, and verily, in the
(Hereafter he is indeed among the righteous.«¢

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir has this exegesis

uﬁdjutfg}f)@'))unj@od_w@wdgbuug‘}oﬂ‘@‘)sujk}»)}u\;’g‘}o‘rJ‘@‘)J@u&j{
ey dad Aol b om0 cliYI e 5 e cled]

And We placed prophethood and the Book in his offspring...} and He placed}
prophethood and the Book in his offspring. Therefore, all prophets sent after him
were from his offspring. Also, every scripture revealed from heaven to any prophet

(@fter him was sent to someone from his offspring and progeny.c¢

This is expected, of course. None from outside the family of
p:v:

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. Kathir al-Dimashqi, al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah (Dar Ihya al- -\
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Turath al-‘Arabi; yst edition, yf:A H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol.y, p. vy.

Abu Ja’far Muhammad b. Jarir b. Yazid b. Kathir b. Ghalib al-Amuli al-Tabari, Jami -v
al-Bayan fi Tawil al-Qur’an (Dar al-Fikr; v¢va H) [annotator: Sidgi Jamil al-‘Attar], vol.
YW, P. YA

Qur’an ya:vy -y

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. Kathir al-Dimashqi, al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah Dar Ihya al- -
Turath al-‘Arabi; yst edition, y¢-A H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. v, p. yvy
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Nuh was qualified to exercise authority or leadership over them. Allah placed him and
his family above all the worlds. So, all prophets, messengers, leaders and guides must
naturally be from them. The same goes for the family of Ibrahim. His family was
above all others, by Allah’s Decree. Therefore, all his successors, and all masters of

mankind after him, were automatically from his offspring, his family

:This process started with Adam, ‘alaihi al-salam, the first prophet. The Qur’an states
C:TQ)S oo w,:...\lwv.@.:l.cm\ VNT Qi"m dgﬂji

Those were they unto whom Allah bestowed His Grace among the prophets from the
(offspring of Adam.(\

Logically, the immediate khalifahs of Adam would be from his children. The line of
prophets continued among his descendants until the time of Nuh. It was Nuh who
then founded a new dynasty — chosen above all creation - by Allah’s Decree, and the
line of prophets shifted to his offspring alone. Ibrahim was from the descendants of
Nuh, and he too founded a new dynasty — which was placed over the worlds; and all

Subsequent prophets naturally emerged from it

Meanwhile, the family of Ibrahim had some minor branches. One of them was
founded by his grandson, Ya’qub, ‘alaihi al-salam — who was also known as Israil.
:Commenting about his branch of the Ibrahimic tree, Allah states

@Aw‘&ﬁw,aw\‘-fﬁuj),ag\jrig\jgm\ﬂﬂg@uﬂm,

And indeed, We gave the offspring of Israil the Book, and authority and prophethood,
and We provided them

p: vy

Qur’an ya: oA -
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(with good things, AND WE MADE THEM SUPERIOR ABOVE THE WORLDS.(

We equally read about the families of Musa and Harun, ‘alaihima al-salam, also from
the offspring of Ibrahim

&M\MobuJT}waTeS;w@jrg,y@gcﬁwtggloi&uJogmr@w,

And their Prophet said to them, “Verily! The sign of his d.e. Talut’s) kingdom is that
there shall come to you a wooden box, wherein is al-sakinah from your Lord, and a
remnant of that which was left behind by the family of Musa and the family of Harun,

(carried by the angels.” (v

This verse shows the high spiritual status of the families of Musa and Harun. Their
relics were protected in a box, and kept by angels. One may conclude that members
of these families too were high prophets, or at least some very great saints of Allah.

Otherwise, angels had no business keeping their relics

Moreover, the angels were made to bring these relics to the Israelites as a proof of
the legitimacy of Talut’s divine kingdom. This fact alone establishes that the Israelites
held the families of Musa and Harun in the highest spiritual regards, and obviously

.considered them as masters as well

The family of Dawud, ‘alaihi al-salam, was another branch of the Ibrahimic lineage.
Allah says

DS oobe e B g 1 S8 55405 JT
(Work you, O family of Dawud, with thanks.” But few of My slaves are grateful .«
Dawud, the founder of this branch, was a prophet, and a king. He was

p:vy

Qur’an fo:1% -
Qur’an y:yfA -y
Quran ey -
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succeeded by his son, Sulayman, ‘alaihi al-salam, who was also a prophet and king

Then, there are two other branches of the tree of Ibrahim that we have not
:mentioned. Imam al-Bukhari . yo¢ H) records about them

e ol B { Ol i sli 00 350 = 48 I = Wl o O e ITs el 2l JTs Lo i 3T il O
2l ol IOl iy ol s ade i o damn IT5 el JT5 0o IT 5 el o JT 0 O g0 3l Ol pme I

L0 gedl g {ogast o W
Verily, Allah chose Adam, Nuh, the family of Ibrahim and the family of Imran above}
the worlds ... Allah provides sustenance to whom He wills, without limit.} Ibn ‘Abbas
said: “{and the family of Imran} They are the believers from the family of Ibrahim, the
family of ‘Imran, the family of Yasin AND THE FAMILY OF MUHAMMAD, peace be

upon him. He (Allah) says: {Verily, the most entitled to Ibrahim are those who followed
(him} They are the believers”.(\

-Prof. Ibn Yasin also submits
§ oWl e Olee Ty gl pl ITs b gig 05T ibasl 1 011

ITs el ) IT 0 0 s all o 1B ol ol o sl T 0 o 5 el Lol (51 T ol (el 5
.(o}&;‘ Qi.m m.&‘ﬂ& u..a\;.n J)T ul) J>3J.G A J}E-g' Lases JT} u':""’l‘. JT ZO‘J».G
Verily, Allah chose Adam, Nuh, the family of Ibrahim and the family of Imran above}

{the worlds

Al-Tabari and Ibn Abi Hatim record with their hasan chain from “Ali b. Abi Talhah from
Ibn ‘Abbas that he

p: vy

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- -1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Baghaj, vol. v, p. 1ys»
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said, “They are the believers from the family of Ibrahim, the family of ‘Imran, the
family of Yasin AND THE FAMILY OF MUHAMMAD. Allah the Most Glorious say: {Verily,
(the most entitled to Ibrahim are those who followed him}.”(

As authentically transmitted from Ibn ‘Abbas, radhiyallahu ‘anhu, the family of
:Muhammad is part of the family of Ibrahim mentioned in this verse

(ol oo g 2m o Ly 4353 eadll e Ol s JT 5 el 5] JTs b 555 03T (iao il 0

Verily, Allah chose Adam, Nuh, the family of Ibrahim and the family of Imran above
the worlds. (They are) offspring, one of the other, and Allah is the All-Hearing, All-
(Knowing.«

In fact, the family of Muhammad is the only family in our entire Ummah that is
included as part of the family of Ibrahim in that verse. Ibn ‘Abbas has mentioned none
.other. As such, we know from the ayah that

The family of Muhammad have been chosen by Allah above all of His other creatures
.of their times

The family of Muhammad are offspring of one another. Therefore, anyone who is not
from the offspring of Muhammad is automatically excluded by Allah Himself

The direct implication of the verse is that none from outside the family of Muhammad
can legitimately exercise authority or leadership over them. Moreover, all masters,
leaders and guides of the Ummah must always be from them. This way, the master,
leader or guide would be able to exercise authority over them, and over everyone

else

Hadith Al-Salat: The Family of Ibrahim And The Family Of Muhammad (|9

The family of Muhammad, sallallahu ‘alaihi

p: vf

Prof. Dr. Hikmat b. Bashir b. Yasin, Mawsu’at al-Sahih al-Masbur min al-Tafsir bi al- -1
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Mathur (Madinah: Dar al-Mathar li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’ wa al-Taba’at; \st edition,
vey. H),vol. v, p. £1y
Qur’an yiyy-rf -y
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wa alihi, in our Ummah mainly mirrors the family of Ibrahim, ‘alaihi al-salam, in his
Ummah. This fundamental fact is explicitly mentioned in authentic Sunni ahadith.
Imam al-Bukhari . ya¢ H), for instance, records

s JB gl (o o s 03l ot 35 o ol s W WG fislas] (i3 e (0 o W
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Qays b. Hafs and Musa b. Isma’il — ‘Abd al-Wahid b. Ziyad — Abu Qurrah Muslim b.
:Salim al-Hamdani — ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Isa — ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Layli

Ka’b b. ‘Ujrah met me and said, “Shall I not give you a present I got from the Prophet,
peace be upon him?” I said, “Yes, give it to me.” He said, “We asked the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! What is the manner of the
salat upon you, Ahl al-Bayt, for Allah has taught us how to send salam you (Ahl al-

,Bayt)?’ He replied

p:vo
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Say: O Allah! Send salat upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, in‘
exactly the same manner as You sent salat upon Ibrahim and upon the family of
Ibrahim. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious. O Allah! Bless Muhammad
and the family of Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You blessed Ibrahim

(@nd the family of Ibrahim. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious.”” (\

This is the mutawatir version of the hadith, as anyone who has done research on this
matter can easily confirm(y). There are a few shadh reports which either removes or
replaces the phrase “the family of Muhammad”. However, such odd riwayat cannot in

.any way harm a mutawatir hadith

-Al-Bukhari also documents

S shal VT IS 0 e o a8 () 1 B (S o o e M e Conas I8 (Sl Lk and L 00T L
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:Adam — Shu’bah — al-Hakam — ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Layli

Ka’b b. ‘Ujrah met me and said, “Shall I not give you a present? Verily, the Prophet,
peace be upon him, came to us and we said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, we already know
how to make salam on you. But, how do we make salat

p:v#

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- -
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. ¥, p. yyry, ¥14.
See al-Qadhi Abu Ishaqg Isma’il b. Ishaq b. Isma’il b. Hammad b. Zayd al-Azdi al- -¥
Basri al-Baghdadi al-Maliki al-Jahdhami, Fadhl Salat ‘ala al-Nabi (Beirut: al-Maktab al-
Islami; vrd edition, yvav H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani], pp. as-sA. In
this book, al-Qadhi Abu Ishaq records several ahadith mentioning “the family of
Muhammad” with their chains from Ka’b b. ‘Ujrah, ‘Ugbah b. ‘Amr, ‘Abd Allah, ‘Abd


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_76_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_76_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Allah b. ‘Umar or ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr, Abu Mas’ud al-Ansari, Ibrahim, al-Hasan, Abu
Sa’id al-Khudri, Talhah, Zayd b. Kharijah, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Bishr b. Mas’ud, and
Fatimah bint al-Nabi Muhammad. Moreover, Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Habat
Allah b. ‘Abd Allah, Ibn Asakir al-Shafi’i in his Tarikh Madinah Dimashqg Beirut: Dar al-
Fikr) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri] has also narrated it — with the chains of transmission — from
‘Aishah (vol. ov, p. ¥.4), Anas b. Malik (vol. A, p. ¥1#), al-Husayn b. ‘Ali (vol. ya, p. Av) and
Umm Salamah ol. v¢, p. vf1). This is far more than what is needed for absolute
tawattur. As for the shadh reports which expunge or replace “the family of
Muhammad”, they have no tawattur whatsoever and are not even close, and

therefore can neither harm nor replace the mutawatir hadith
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on you?’ He replied, ‘Say: O Allah! Send salat upon Muhammad and upon the family of
Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You sent salat upon the family of Ibrahim.
You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious. O Allah! Bless Muhammad and the
family of Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You blessed the family of

{brahim. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious.” («

:He again records

Ja|dy)g:yu;u!&;)aﬁ&&%Jyuugidﬁ\yrig\yﬁmwb&mbﬁdw@:b
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Sa’id b. Yahya — my father — Mas’ar — al-Hakam - Ibn Abi Layli — Ka’b b. ‘Ujrah, may
Allah be pleased with him

It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, we have already known how to make salam on
you. But, how do we make salat?” He replied, ‘Say: O Allah! Send salat upon
Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You
sent salat upon Ibrahim. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious. O Allaht
Bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You

(blessed Ibrahim. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious.”” (¥

JImam Muslim . v#y H) too documents

e 5B el o o (o B
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- -
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. s, p. Y¥rA, 8a4s

Ibid, vol. £, p. YA ¥, £014 —Y
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Yahya b. Yahya al-Tamimi — Malik — Na’im b. ‘Abd Allah al-Mujmar — Muhammad b.
‘Abd Allah b. Zayd al-Ansari— Abu Mas’ud al-Ansari

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, came to us while we were in the
assembly of Sa’d b. ‘Ubadah. So, Bashir b. Sa’d said, “Allah the Most High ordered us to
make salat upon you, O Messenger of Allah. So, how do we make salat upon you?”
The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, kept silent so much we wished he had
not asked him. Then, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “Say: ‘O Allah!
Send salat upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, in exactly the same
manner as You sent salat upon the family of Ibrahim and bless Muhammad and the

family of

P: VA
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Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You blessed the family of Ibrahim
THROUGHOUT THE WORLDS. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Glorious.” As
(for the salam, it is as you have been taught.(\

Imam Ahmad . y¢y H) has this riwayah as well

J8 B s s o e il e oy s damme 0 el a0 STl Ul e Olate W T ko il e s
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — ‘Uthman b. ‘Umar — Malik -
:Na’im al-Mujmar —Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah — Abu Mas’ud

It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, how do we make salat upon you?” So, he replied,
“Say: ‘O Allah! Send salat upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad and
bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, in exactly the same manner as You
blessed Ibrahim THROUGHOUT THE WORLDS. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the

(Most Glorious.”” (¥

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments
V.L..A ‘bf:' 615« @M cJL'..wl
(ts chain is sahih upon the standard of dmam) Muslim ¢

There are a number of points that need to be highlighted here. First, this was what
:Ka’b b. ‘Ujrah said to the Messenger of Allah

WSe vl (oS Lale 15 1 0 )l (Sl oSl (oSl J gy b
O Messenger of Allaht What is the manner of the salat upon you, Ahl al-Bayt, for Allah

p:va

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim Beirut: -\
Dar Thya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Bagqij, vol. 1, p. ¥+0,
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(F+0 (50
Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -v

[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. ¥, p. V1A, YWY A
Ibid -v
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?(has taught us how to send salam upon you (Ahl al-Bayt

We know from this that the Sahabah used to send salam upon members of the Ahl al-
Bayt. In fact, it was Allah Himself Who taught them to send salam upon the Ahl al-
Bayt. Sending salam upon a male member of the Ahl al-Bayt, for instance, is to say
“alaihi al-salam” (peace be upon him), “salamullah ‘alaihi” (peace of Allah be upon
him), or similar statements containing “salam” (peace) after mentioning or writing his

.hame

The Sahabah used to do it, as Ka’b testified. Some of the early Sunnis — from all fields
of knowledge - also did it to a good extent. Examples abound galore in their classical
books. However, in order to conserve space, we will be citing only a few, from Sahih

:al-Bukhari. Concerning Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam, Imam al-Bukhari writes

LA S L e e JB
(Ali, “alaihi al-salam, said: “Al-Dhariyat are the winds” .(\

With regards to his wife, the blessed daughter of the Messenger of Allah, ‘alaiha al-
.salam, al-Bukhari also states

e oSl Lo aabls LGS

(Fatimah, ‘alaiha al-salam, said....«x

:About Imam al-Hasan, ‘alaihi al-salam, al-Bukhari is no different either
3 Jor J el legle e o el Ca g

(Al-Hasan b. “Ali, ‘alaihima al-salam, waived the debt of a man.«

Imam al-Husayn, ‘alaihi al-salam, the martyr of Karbala, is treated likewise by al-
:Bukhari

o] ol Legde e oy e

(Husayn b. ‘Ali, “alaihima al-salam, informed him¢
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‘He also says

ehedlade o oo maadl 5L 0 B e S

The head of al-Husayn b. ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, was brought to ‘Ubayd
P:A-

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- -1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Baghaj, vol. ¥, p. yArs

Ibid, vol. £, p. y&#14, Fyay -y

Ibid, vol. v, p. a\A -r

Ibid, vol. ¥, p. v1vo, yava and vol. ¢, p. Yvy&, v.yv —f
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(Allah b. Ziyad(

Even Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin, ‘Ali b. al-Husayn, ‘alaihi al-salam, is given the same
:recognition by al-Bukhari

ool oo el e JB
(Alib. al-Husayn, ‘alaihi al-salam, said... v

This Sunnah, unfortunately, is resisted by a lot of modern Sunnis. It is primarily the
Shi’ah who still keep it alive. May Allah set our Ummah aright

Secondly, the salat upon the Prophet is also the salat upon his Ahl al-Bayt. Note these
:words of the Sahabah

Sl Jal oSile Slall S il J e b

?0 Messenger of Allaht What is the manner of the salat upon you, Ahl al-Bayt
:And

Sle e 2SS e (s oS lale L J sy b

O Messenger of Allah, we already know how to make salam on you. But, how do we
?make salat on you

To both questions, he gave the same answer. Whether you want to make salat on the
Prophet or the Ahl al-Bayt, you must mention him together with them. ‘Allamah al-
Albani . v+ H) confesses to this as well
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You have known from our previous discussions that in all
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the methods of making salat upon the Prophet, peace be upon him, there is mention
of his Ahl al-Bayt and his family. This is why it is incorrect to make salat upon him,
peace be upon him, alone. Rather, one must attach the family to him. In fact, one
must mention the complete method from its beginning to its end, as it has been
narrated, bound by his statement, peace be upon him “say: O Allah, send salat upon
Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad....” when they asked him about the

(method of making salat upon him, peace be upon him.(\

Interestingly, even our ‘Allamah does not conform with that same Sunnah in his
statements above!(y) This reflects how bad the situation has become among the Ahl
al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah. It is mainly the Shi’ah who keep this Sunnah, while Sunnis
invent and follow their own bid’ah in this matter. Whenever Shi’is intend to send salat
upon the Prophet — especially in books, writings and speeches — they say “sallallahu
‘alaihi wa alihi” (“salat of Allah be upon him and his family” but often translated as

.("“peace be upon him and his family

Sunnis, by contrast, traditionally delete the phrase “and his family” from their own
salat! In fact, some of them go as far as actively opposing the Sunnah in order to
justify their bid’ah. ‘Allamah al-Albani expresses his frustration on this matter too
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Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Asl Sifat al-Salat al-Nabi (Riyadh: Maktabah al- -1

Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; yst edition, yeyv H), vol. v, p. avv
A likely explanation for this inconsistency is that ‘Allamah al-Albani is only referring -v
to the mode of salat in the tashahhud during the five daily prayers. He has written all
those words within its context. However, the ahadith which he has referenced are
general in nature. The Sahabah did not ask the Rasul about the method of salat during
the tashahhud only. Rather, they requested him to teach them the mode of salat in all
circumstances, with explicit reference to the Verse of al-Salat which is also general in
nature. If indeed the ‘Allamah had truly understood from the questions of the
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Sahabah that they were only asking about the mode of salat in the tashahhud, then
e must really have had extremely poor comprehension skills
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One of the strange things of this time is how a person denies what is authentically
transmitted from him, peace be upon him, through several, sahih chains — that is, the
salat upon the Prophet, peace be upon him, and his family together with him, despite
having seen and read it in the books of the Sunnah {from a number of the Sahabah,
among them Ka’b b. ‘Ujrah, Abu Hamid al-Sa’di, Abu Sa’id al-Khudri, Abu Mas’ud al-
Ansari, Abu Hurayrah and Talhah b. ‘Ubayd Allah; and in their ahadith, they asked the
Prophet, peace be upon him, “How do we make salat upon you?”, and he, peace be

.{upon him, taught them this method

That person is Prof. Muhammad Is’af al-Nashashibi in his book al-Islam al-Sahih “The
Correct Islam”), pp. yvwv-1A4, and his proof in that is that the verse

p:AY
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O you who believe! Make salat upon him and send salam upon him perfectly} does}
not mention anyone else apart from the Prophet, peace be upon him. On this basis, he
(denies all the sahih ahadith.(1

It is our humble contention that this ugly situation was created by the extremely
troubled history of Sunni Islam with the offspring of the Prophet of Allah. We will have
.more to say on this, later in this book

In the salat upon the Messenger, we pray Allah to do two things

To send His salat upon Muhammad and his family in exactly the same manner as He
sent salat upon Ibrahim and his family

To bless Muhammad and his family in exactly the same manner as He blessed
Ibrahim and his family

So, what does it mean that Allah sends salat upon someone? Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir . vv¢
:H) gives us the answer
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Al-Bukhari said: Abu al-‘Aliyah said: “The salat of Allah is His praise of him among the
@ngels, and the salat of the angels is al-du’a (the supplication).” (v

In other words, we pray Allah to praise Muhammad and his family among His angels
in exactly the same manner as He praised Ibrahim and his family among them. In that
case, how did Allah praise Ibrahim and his family among the angels? To avoid
prolonging the research, we will restrict ourselves to Ibrahim alone. The Qur’an has

:mentioned about him

o L
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Ibid, vol. ¥, p. arf -y
Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. ‘Umar b. Kathir al-Qurashi al-Dimashgqi, Tafsir al-Qur’an - v


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_84_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_84_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

al-‘Azim (Dar al-Taybah li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; ynd edition, yvfv. H) [@annotator: Sami
b. Muhammad Salamahj],vol. ¢, p. rav


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

S Al o O Loy Lok L O™ 805 Lo Y5 L3 50 bl ]

Ibrahim was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was an absolutely pure Muslim
(monotheist, and he was not one of the polytheists.(\

This is a praise of our dear Prophet, Ibrahim, for his unadulterated Islamic faith. Allah
:also says

e olsl wdod oal ) 0

Verily, Ibrahim was, without doubt, forbearing, used to invoke Allah with humility, and
(was repentant.(

And
aoxY 1S Sl e 65 o5 i 8 15 4ol O a1 0

Verily, Ibrahim was himself) an Ummah, obedient to Allah, an absolutely pure
(monotheist, and he was not one of the polytheists. He was thankful for His Graces.«

-And
Ls o O @] sl ) LS (3 S35
(And mention in the Book Ibrahim. Verily, he was a man of truth, a prophet.cs

-And
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And remember Our devout worshippers, Ibrahim, Ishaq and Ya’qub, owners of
strength and understanding. Verily, We chose them with the remembrance of the
(Home (.e.the Hereafter). And they are with Us, verily, of the chosen and the best.

And, finally

s sl el sl
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(And Ibrahim who thoroughly and faithfully fulfilled ¢he commandments of his Lord).¢¢

These, without doubt, were part of the praises of Allah for His noble Prophet, Ibrahim,
which He mentioned to His angels. We beseech Allah - in our salat - to say these same
things about Muhammad and his family too. Of course, He never flatters. Therefore,

He must first bestow these noble qualities upon
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the Ahl al-Bayt, and must then assist them to achieve the virtues. It is only after doing
all this that He would mention the praises of Muhammad and his family to the angels

Billions of Muslims — since the time of Muhammad, and including Muhammad himself
and millions of pious awliya — have beseeched Allah for more than yf- . years to praise
Muhammad and his family in His heavens, countless times everyday. Moreover, this
massive du’a is based upon His Own Command and Formula. Therefore, we have
absolutely no doubt that our Lord accepted the salat during the lifetime of His

Prophet, and has continued to honour it, and will never cease to do so till the Hour

In other words, He granted all the qualities and virtues of Prophet Ibrahim to
Muhammad and his family, and helped them in reaching the best acts and sacrifices,
and then praised them throughout His heavens, among His purified legions

As part of our salat, we further pray Allah to bless Muhammad and his family in
exactly the same manner as He blessed Ibrahim and his family. This is perhaps the
most important aspect of the whole du’a. We ask our Lord to grant the same
blessings which He gave Ibrahim and his family to Muhammad and his family as well.
So, what were Allah’s blessings upon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim? Well, one of

them is mentioned in this verse

o Ledn 43 el e Ol jas JT5 el o T b 55 2T hlaol i1 0O
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Verily, Allah chose Adam, Nuh, the family of Ibrahim and the family of Imran above
(the worlds.(

Therefore, Allah blessed Ibrahim and his family by choosing them above all the
worlds. They were superior to all other creatures of our Lord, and none can be master
over them except someone from amongst them. There is no doubt that Allah has
blessed Muhammad and his family in this same way as too. He has chosen them
above all the worlds, and none can be their leader in anything except someone from

amongst them

:Concerning the same family, Allah declares
ldee ke NS WSy oS el T LT s

We have granted the Book and the Hikmah to the family of Ibrahim, and We gave
(them a great kingdom (v

:And

o5l @Sty S @alisT o Ul &S

(They are those whom We gave the Book, the authority, and prophethood .«
:And
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And indeed, We gave the offspring of Israil the Book, and authority and prophethood,
and We provided them with good things, AND WE MADE THEM SUPERIOR ABOVE THE
(WORLDS.(¢

Our God fixed some five things within the family of Ibrahim: prophethood, scriptures,
authority, and kingdom. None could be a prophet except someone from that blessed
family. Moreover, none could receive divine scripture except he was one of them.
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None could legally exercise authority except a leader from their family; and — by
.extension - none could be a legitimate king except he was from them

Above all, members
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of their family were the best of Allah’s creation in all their Ummahs. In the same
manner, by virtue of Hadith al-Salat, Allah has fixed the same five blessings within the
family of Muhammad too. Two of them — prophethood and the Book - got restricted to
Muhammad himself alone due to his Lord’s Decree. As for the remaining three,

however, they are in his family, and will continue among them only - till the Hour

The Verse of Al-Imamah: The Heirs of Ibrahim and Muhammad (\Y

One of the greatest blessings of Allah upon Ibrahim and his family, ‘alaihim al-salam,
was that He made them Imams of mankind. The Qur’an has informed us about this.
:For instance, it states concerning Prophet Ibrahim, ‘alaihi al-salam
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And when Ibrahim was tried by his Lord with some statements, and he fulfilled them,
He said, “I will appoint you an Imam OF MANKIND.” He (dbrahim) asked, “And of my
(offspring?” He (Allah) replied, “My Covenant shall not reach the wrongdoers.”(\

Often, our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah confuse the Imamah mentioned in this
verse with al-nubuwwah (prophethood). However, the matter itself is totally clear.
Every prophet or messenger, except Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa

-alihi, was sent only to his people. None of them was ever sent to all of mankind

We sent not a messenger except with the language of HIS PEOPLE in order that he
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(might clearly explain TO THEM.(

Imam Ahmad . v\ H) also records
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Hushaym — Sayyar — Yazid al-*
:Faqir —Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I have been given five things which
were never given to anyone before me.I have been sent to the red and the black. The
(prophet used to be sent to HIS PEOPLE ONLY, and I have been sent to all mankind.”«x

Al-Arnaut comments
ol b s e e o3l
(ts chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs .«

Imam Muslim . ¥#y H) too has this
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:Yahya b. Yahya — Hushaym — Sayyar — Yazid al-Faqir — Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Ansari

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I have been given five things which
were never given to anyone before me. Every prophet was sent to HIS PEOPLE ONLY,
(while I have been sent to every red person and every black person.”(¢

-So
As
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -v
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. v, p. v f, yfyr. v

Ibid -

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim Beirut: -¢
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqij, vol. 1, p. ¥v-,
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a prophet and messenger, Prophet Ibrahim was sent to his people only

But as an Imam, his assignment covered all human beings of his time — including even
all the contemporary prophets and messengers

Needless to say, whoever insists that “Imam” means “prophet” must explain how
Ibrahim — the Khalil of al-Rahman - was made the prophet of all mankind during his
ttime

:-There are a number of other points from the verse that must be noted
el sge Il Y B (253 ay JB Lobe] olll eSUeler S JB ogad LSS 4y a2l il 315

And when Ibrahim was tried by his Lord with some statements, and he fulfilled them,
He said, “I will appoint you an Imam of mankind.” He dbrahim) asked, “And of my
» offspring?” He (Allah) replied, “My Covenant shall not reach the wrongdoers

Firstly, Allah identifies Imamah as His Covenant. This means that it is solely His affair.
He Alone decides and defines it. Therefore, it is He Who grants it and makes its
appointments. It is NOT their affair. As such, they have no control whatsoever over it.
Secondly, it never gets to wrongdoers. Allah will NEVER permit Imamah to get to any

:wrongdoer till the Day of Resurrection. Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir . vv¢ H) explains further
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Allah the Most High says: {And when Ibrahim was tried by his Lord with some
statements, and he fulfilled them, He said, “I will appoint you an Imam of mankind.”
He dbrahim) asked, “And of my offspring?” He (Allah) replied, “My Covenant shall not

{” reach the wrong-doers

When he fulfilled the huge obligations which his Lord commanded him with, he
appointed him the Imam of mankind, whom they must follow, and whose guidance
they must copy. He requested Allah that this Imamah be connected with his lineage,
and be uninterrupted within his offspring, and be perpetual forever among his
offspring. So, what he asked WAS GRANTED, and he was granted full authority of
Imamah, and the wrong-doers were excluded from its reach, and it was made

(exclusive to the righteous scholars among his offspring.(

In other words, Imamah has never ceased on the earth — at least, since the time of
Ibrahim. It has remained “uninterrupted”, “perpetual” and “forever”, within the
offspring of Ibrahim the Khalil. Therefore, there is always an Imam for all mankind
from the offspring of Prophet Ibrahim. In fact, there is one right now! Moreover,
Imamah never gets to wrong-doers. Therefore, the Imam from the offspring of al-
Khalil is one who never does wrong. With these facts, would it still be wise to insist

Jthat Imamah is prophethood? Is nubuwwah “uninterrupted

p: 4

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. Kathir, Qisas al-Anbiya (Dar al-Kutub al-Hadithah; yst edition, -\
ywaA H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Wahid], vol. v, p. y+v; Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. Kathir
al-Dimashgqi, al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi; \st edition, v¢.A

H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 1, p. yay
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?"perpetual” and “forever*
:Prof. Ibn Yasin records
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Al-Tabari records with his sahih chain from Mujahid that he said: “(My Covenant shall
(not reach the wrongdoers) There will never be an Imam who does wrong.” (1

Meanwhile, the offspring of Ibrahim al-Khalil, as Allah states, are in two categories
.only
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Peace be upon Ibrahim. Thus indeed do We reward the good-doers. Verily, he was
one of Our believing slaves. And We gave him the glad tidings of Ishaq, a prophet
from the righteous. We blessed him .e. Ibrahim) and Ishaq, and of their offspring are

(good-doers and some that are plainly wrongdoers to themselves (v

:Of course, anyone who disobeys Allah is someone who wrongs himself
Al V.LE Jas 4 S gl v\&:.i R

And whosoever transgresses the set limits of Allah, then indeed he has wronged
(himself (¢

‘We also read
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(And whosoever transgresses the set limits of Allah, then such are the wrongdoers.(¢
:Imam Salihi al-Shami «. asy H) explains
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The meaning of the Most High’s Statement: {And whosoever transgresses the set


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_92_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_92_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_92_3
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_92_4
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

limits of Allah, such are the wrongdoers} {Bagarah: vv4), that is, the set limits of Allah
@re things He has made haram and His prohibitions.

(Allamah al-Albani «. y¢y. H¢
p:ay

Prof. Dr. Hikmat b. Bashir b. Yasin, Mawsu’at al-Sahih al-Masbur min al-Tafsir bi al- -1
Mathur (Madinah: Dar al-Mathar li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’ wa al-Taba’at; \st edition,
vey. Hy,vol. v, p. Yva
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Muhammad b. Yusuf al-Salihi al-Shami, Subul al-Huda al-Rashad fi Sirah Khayr -
al-‘Ibad (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘TIImiyyah; yst edition, y¢y¢ H) [annotators: ‘Adil Ahmad
‘Abd al-Mawjud and ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’ud], vol. v, p. Y4
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:submits that the scope is far wider than that
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Whosoever exceeds, in performing an act, the time set for that act by Allah the Most
High, he has transgressed the limits of Allah, and the Most High says: {And whosoever
(transgresses the limits of Allah, then such are the wrong-doers}.(\

-And Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi . s.¢ H) seals it
b i A gl {gwa}awuuwgmuw,@iydg} el e Jb ¥ { Js J

His Statement {My Covenant shall not reach the wrongdoers}: So, whosoever
commits a sin, he is a wrongdoer to himself due to His, the Most High’s Statement:
({And of them are those who wrong themselves} [*&:xv ]y

So, any descendant of Prophet Ibrahim who delays his Salat, for instance, without any
cogent excuse or who does anything haram or prohibited, is a wrongdoer, and — as a
result — can never be an Imam. Without any doubt, every sinner breaks a limit set by
Allah in order to become one! As such, all sinners among the progeny of Ibrahim are

automatically and absolutely disqualified and barred from Imamah

Allah informs us of some of the Imams from Ibrahim’s immediate offspring

And We bestowed upon him d.e. Ibrahim) Ishaq and Ya’qub. Each one We made
(righteous. And We appointed them Imams, guiding by Our Command.«

We know

p:ay

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Al-Thamar -\
al-Mustatab fi Figh al-Sunnah wa al-Kitab (Gharas li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; ‘st
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from this verse that Imams are guides. Secondly, they guide by the Command of
Allah. This means three things. One, their Imamah is bestowed by an explicit Decree
from Allah. This, of course, is very obvious already. Two, these Imams themselves
stick to the Commands of Allah, and never deviate from it. This too is very apparent,

since they never wrong themselves. Three, the Imams hold the Command of Allah

So, their commands are Commands of Allah, and their prohibitions are Prohibitions of
Allah. Obedience to them is obedience to Allah, and disobedience to them is
(m2ll) disobedience to Allah. Moreover, it is interesting that Allah has used the plural
while mentioning the Imams. This clearly is to indicate that Ishaq and Ya’qub were not
the only Imams in the immediate lineage of Ibrahim. There were several others that

have not been mentioned

Among the Israelites, there were equally many Imams chosen by Allah, from the
:offspring of Ibrahim
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EMERAETS

And indeed We gave Musa the Book. So be not you in doubt of meeting him. And We
made it a guide to the Children of Israel. And We appointed from among them Imams
guiding by Our Command, when they de. the Imams) were patient and used to

(believe with certainty (yaqin) in Our Verses.(\

:There are two quick questions at this point
Are there any Imams from the offspring of

p: a¥

Qur’an yy:yy_vf —y
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?Ibrahim in our Ummah too
?If there are, who are they

:This hadith of Imam Abu Ya’la . »-v H) gives the first hint
A oo il J gy JB 2 J6 e bl by il ol o s oy ol ] Wik 0 adl dns i feelas] o el L
SR o iV e s e

Al-Hasan b. Isma’il Abu Sa’id — Ibrahim b. Sa’d — his father — Anas, may Allah be
pleased with him

(The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “The Imams are from Quraysh.”(\

:Shaykh Dr. Asad says

=P osliw|

{ts chain is sahih

:This hadith is actually mutawatir, as al-Hafiz . aay H) declares
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The hadith “The Imams are from Quraysh” is recorded by al-Nasai from Anas, and al-
Tabarani narrated it in al-Du’a, and al-Bazzar and al-Bayhagqi also narrated it, through
several chains, from Anas. I say: I gathered its chains in a separate volume from forty

(Sahabah (¢

This hadith establishes absolutely that there are Imams in this Ummah from the
offspring of Ibrahim who hold the Covenant of Allah and guide the rest of us by His
Command. Most importantly, all of these Imams are appointed by Allah, and none of
them ever goes against His Laws, before and during his Imamah. A crucial point to

hote, also, is that all our Imams are from the tribe of Quraysh

Meanwhile, Quraysh is a large tribe, with
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P: 4o

Abu Ya’la Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muthanna al-Mawsili al-Tamimi, Musnad (Damascus: Dar -\
al-Mamun li al-Turath; yst edition, y¢- ¥ H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. ¢, p.
FY\, FOFF

Ibid -v

Abu al-Fadhl Ahmad b. ‘Alib. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Hajar al-‘Asgalani, Talkhis al- -
Habir (Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyyah; 1st edition, y¢14 H), vol. ¢, p. 115, yvr.
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several clans. Are the Imams spread across the entire tribe? Or, are they
.concentrated in a single clan? Our answers are firmly established in this salat

doms doas SO ol ] IT Jos ol ] Jo S50 ST o IT Jog dases o ST o gl

O Allah! Bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, in exactly the same manner
as You blessed Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim. You are the Most Praiseworthy, the
(Most Glorious.(\

Undeniably, Ibrahim and his offspring were the Imams of their past Ummahs. So,
Muhammad and his family are the Imams of their present Ummah. Allah has blessed
Muhammad and his family in exactly the same manner as He blessed Ibrahim and his
family. Therefore, Muhammad was the Imam of mankind during his lifetime, as
Ibrahim was; and the family of Muhammad are the Imams after Muhammad, as the

family of Ibrahim were after Ibrahim

We must not forget also that the family of Muhammad have been “chosen” by Allah
above all creation of their times. Let us remind ourselves of this crucial submission by
:Prof. Ibn Yasin
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Verily, Allah chose Adam, Nuh, the family of Ibrahim and the family of Imran above}
{the worlds

Al-Tabari and Ibn Abi Hatim record with their hasan chain from
p:af

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Jufi, al- -
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. ¥, p. yyry, v14.


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_96_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Ali b. Abi Talhah from Ibn ‘Abbas that he said, “They are the believers from the family ¢
of Ibrahim, the family of ‘Imran, the family of Yasin AND THE FAMILY OF
MUHAMMAD. Allah the Most Glorious say: {Verily, the most entitled to Ibrahim are

(those who followed him} "¢

We must equally remember Hadith al-Thagalayn, which leaves no doubt about the
identity of the supreme guides of humanity after Muhammad

S Al e B DS s 4 (T 0] b (oS8 0S5 6 L W L

O mankind! I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never
.go astray: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt

:Supreme guides of mankind, of course, are always the Imams
Ual 05y el alila
(And We appointed them Imams, GUIDING by Our Command.(x

(Hadith Al-Thaqalayn: Clarifying The Confusions Of Ibn Taymiyyah (Part{ (\Y¥

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah . vva H) says
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Prof. Dr. Hikmat b. Bashir b. Yasin, Mawsu’at al-Sahih al-Masbur min al-Tafsir bi al- -1

Mathur (Madinah: Dar al-Mathar li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’ wa al-Taba’at; \st edition,
vey. Hy,vol. v, p. £1y
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As for that which is narrated by dmam) Muslim, that at Ghadir Khumm he the
Prophet) said: “I am leaving behind over you the two weighty things @l-thagalayn):
the Book of Allah” —and he mentioned the Book of Allah and focused exclusively on it,
then he said — “and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. I remind you, by Allah, of my Ahl al-
Bayt” three times, this is one of the reports which are documented by dmam) Muslim
alone, and al-Bukhari did not record it. Al-Tirmidhi narrated it, and recorded an
additional part for it: “Verily, both shall never separate from each other until they

” meet me at the Lake-Fount

Many of the hadith scientists have criticized this additional part, and he said: “It is not
part of the hadith”. As for those who believed in its authenticity, they said, “It only
proves that the ‘itrah as a whole, who are the Banu Hashim, will never agree on an
error.” This is what a group from the Ahl al-Sunnah say, and it is from the replies of al-

Qadhi Abu Ya’la and others

And the hadith in (Sahih) Muslim —if the Prophet, peace be upon him, really said it

p:aA
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there is nothing in it except a command to follow the Book of Allah @lone); and the —
command for this matter had already been given before that during the Farewell Hajj,
.@nd he did not give a command to follow the offspring (itrah

Rather, he said, “I remind you, by Allah, of my Ahl al-Bayt.” The remembrance of them
by the Ummah means that they must remember what had previously been
commanded before that, in terms of giving them their rights and refraining from
oppressing them. And this matter had already been explained before Ghadir

(Khumm.

:He also says
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As for his statement “and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both shall never
separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount”, this is recorded by
al-Tirmidhi. Ahmad b. Hanbal was asked about it, and he declared it dha’if, and many
of the people of knowledge equally classified it as dha’if and said, “It is not authentic”.
A group have also replied it with that which proves that his Ahl al-Bayt altogether do
not agree on an error. They said “We too say that” as al-Qadi Abu Ya’la and others

(mentioned.(

The arguments of our
p:aa

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah -
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; st edition, y¢.# H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad
Rashad Salim], vol. v, p. v\A

Ibid, vol. v, pp. vaf-ras —¥
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:Shaykh, in simplified forms, are

There are only two versions of Hadith al-Thagalayn: that of Sahih Muslim and the
.other of Sunan al-Tirmidhi

The version of al-Tirmidhi was declared dha’if by Ahmad and the other people of
knowledge

The version of Sahih Muslim is doubtful too, which is why Ibn Taymiyyah says about it:
“if the Prophet really said it

The version in Sahih Muslim only commands the Ummah to follow the Qur’an alone. It
.contains no order to follow the Ahl al-Bayt

S0, no one is obliged to follow the Ahl al-Bayt

The ‘itrah of the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, are all of Banu Hashim, including all
those who are not from his offspring

These submissions of our dear Shaykh — as usual — contain several levels of
misleading information. First and foremost, every single version of the hadith is sahih
as we have proved so far — whether that of Sahih Muslim, or Sunan al-Tirmidhi or
others. None of them is dha’if. So, even if Ahmad b. Hanbal and some other Sunni
‘ulama had declared some versions of the hadith as dha’if, they would have made
such statements in error. Meanwhile, errors of scholars are not followed in Islam, nor
are they accepted as hujjah. All the various versions of Hadith al-Thagalayn have
been narrated through sahih or hasan chains. As such, there is no doubt about their

authenticity

Secondly, as Ibn Taymiyyah himself admits, the Prophet had described the Qur’an
and the Ahl al-Bayt as “the Two Weighty Things” thagalayn). This, of course, was

p:y.e
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primarily to stress the significance of following them both! Let us remind the
esteemed reader of the words of Imam Ibn al-Athir . #.¢ H), a leading classical Sunni
‘hadith linguist, in this regard
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I am leaving among you the Two Weighty Things: the Book of Allah and my offspring], |
he nhamed them both thagalayn because holding fast to them both and following them
are weighty (responsibilities). And every priceless weighty thing is called thaqal.
Therefore, he named them thaqgalayn to highlight their significance and to extol their

(importance.(

So, it is absolutely proved from that term — thagalayn — alone that the Messenger was
forcefully commanding his entire Ummah to follow both the Qur’an and the Ahl al-
Bayt after him. The conclusion of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah is, therefore, a clear

misrepresentation of the true instruction of the Prophet of Islam

Thirdly, our Shaykh has defined the ‘itrah of the Prophet as being the whole of Banu
Hashim. This obviously converts the meaning of the word from “offspring” to “clan”.
However, this contradicts the default, customary definition of the term. Ibn Manzur,

~the ace Sunni lexicographer, submits on the word “itrah

owau}sm‘L@;Mx\&;,‘wun,‘ru,‘g;:mducmd,w,of;d,wu&)m,w&wuwt,

The common masses claim that it d.e. ‘itrah) refers to the offspring of the
p:y+y

Abu Sa’dat al-Mubarak b. Muhammad, Ibn al-Athir al-Jazari, al-Nihayah fi Gharib -\
al-Hadith wa al-Athar Beirut: al-Maktabah al-‘Iimiyyah; yvaa AH) [annotator: Tahir
Ahmad al-Zawi and Mahmud Muhammad al-Tanahij, vol. y, p. v\¢
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man alone, and that the ‘itrah of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, are the
offspring of Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with her. This was the statement of Ibn
(Sayyiduh.(1

Of course, the Messenger of Allah was certainly speaking in the language of the
icommon masses to all of humanity

Even then, the “offspring” in Hadith al-Thagalayn are only a few people, and not
everyone who is descended from the Prophet. As ‘Allamah al-Albani . y¢y. H)
records, he identified those intended as his offspring in the ahadith as his khalifahs

e s B o3 Lagily (i el ey ol sladl o Lo st o LS il oS35 05,0
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I am leaving behind over you TWO KHALIFAHS: the Book of Allah - a rope stretching
between the heaven and the earth — and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both
(shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.(x

-Then, the ‘Allamah comments
@M
(Sahih¢

Therefore, anyone who is not a khalifah from the progeny of Muhammad — however
pious or knowledgeable he or she is - is excluded from the “offspring” in the ahadith.
This automatically excludes all females from the loins of the Messenger. A female can
never be a legitimate khalifah in Islam. Moreover, even the number of these male

khalifahs from the Ahl al-Bayt is only twelve, as declared by the Prophet himself

Therefore, only twelve people from the bloodline of Muhammad are included in
Hadith al-Thagalayn. Imam Ahmad . vy H) has

p:yey

Abu al-Fadhl Jamal al-Din Muhammad b. Mukram b. Manzur al-Afrigi al-Misri, Lisan -\
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al-‘Arab (Beirut: Dar Sadir; yst edition), vol. f, p. o

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- -v
Ashqudri al-Albani, Sahih al-Jami’ al-Saghir wa Ziyadatuhu (Al-Maktab al-Islami), vol.
Y, P. FAY, YOV

Ibid -
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this authentic hadith
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Mumal b. Isma’il — Hammad b
:Salamah — Dawud b. Hind — al-Shu’bi — Jabir b. Samurah

I heard the Prophet, peace be upon him, saying: “There will be for this Ummah
(TWELVE KHALIFAHS " («

:Shaykh al-Arnaut says
(tis a sahih hadith.«r

So, any other khalifah apart from these twelve is NOT “for” this Ummah. He is only an
impostor. This riwayah is extremely significant

:Ahmad again documents
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Hashim — Zuhayr — Ziyad b.¢
:Khaythamah —al-Aswad b. Sa’id al-Hamdani — Jabir b. Samurah

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying, or the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, said: “THERE WILL BE AFTER ME TWELVE KHALIFAHS, all of them
(from Quraysh. ¢

-Al-Arnaut comments

e

(Itis a sahih hadith¢
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There will no be more than twelve khalifahs after the Rasul. This hadith is explicit and

.emphatic

Another point to note is that the khilafah of
p:yey

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -1
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. o, p. v+ %, Y1+ o)

Ibid -v

Ibid, vol. s, p.ay, y.A4. -y

Ibid -¥
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the twelve from Quraysh, from the Prophet’s offspring, shall remain continuous,
unbroken and uninterrupted till the Last Hour. Imam Muslim «. ¥y H) records in this
regard
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Qutaybah b. Sa’id and Abu Bakr b. Abi Shaybah — Hatim b. Isma’il — al-Muhajir b.
:Musmar — ‘Amir b. Sa’d b. Abi Waqgas

I sent a letter to Jabir b. Samurah through my servant, Nafi’, to inform me of
something he heard from the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. So, he wrote in
reply back to me: “I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying on a
Friday, on the eve of the stoning of al-Aslami, saying: ‘The religion will never cease to
stand until the establishment of the Hour or as long as there are twelve khalifahs over

(you, all of them from Quraysh.””(

In simpler words, the rule of the twelve khalifahs will remain uninterrupted as long as
Islam, as a religion, “stands” on the surface of the earth. Meanwhile, Islam will never
fall until the Hour. So, the

p:\-¥

dbid, vol. ¥, p. vear, \AYY (1 -y
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rule of the twelve khalifah will last continuously till al-Qiyamah. The very moment
their rule ceases, Islam will collapse

:(The same point is emphasized in this hadith of Imam Ibn Abi ‘Asim «. yaAvH

525 B &l Obiw ol o aslan o camdb oy deoe ko o 5 gl 5 13 o i U (e oy e 3
e e ey VB s ade &l Joo i J gy OF Lidl e

Al-Hasan b. ‘Ali — Sunayd b. Dawud — Hajjaj — Ibn Jurayj — Muhammad b. Talhah —
‘Mu’awiyah b. Abi Sufyan, who said while on the pulpit

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “There will never cease to be a wali
(from Quraysh.”a

-Al-Albani comments
(A sahih hadith.«v

The authority of the wali is called al-wilayah. A reference is made to this, in an hadith
:0f Imam Muslim
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:Ibn Abi ‘Umar — Sufyan — ‘Abd al-Malik b. ‘Umayr — Jabir b. Samurah

I heard the Prophet, peace be upon him, saying: “The affairs of humanity will never
cease to continue as long as twelve men rule them by wilayah.” Then, the Prophet,
peace be upon him said a sentence which was not

p:V0

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab -
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al-Sunnah @l-Maktab al-Islami; st edition, y¢.. H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-
Din al-Albani], vol. v, p. av¥, \1v#
Ibid -¥
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clear to me. So, I asked my father: “What did the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon
(him, say?” He replied, “All of them will be from Quraysh.”(\

:This hadith, which is extremely crucial, establishes the following points
.The authority of the twelve men is over all of humanity

As long as human affairs continue on the earth, then one of these twelve men is
.exercising wilayah over them

There is always a wali from Quraysh over humanity as a whole at every point in time
Human affairs on our planet will end with the wilayah of the twelve men only

Another key fact about these twelve men is that they are all kings. They are all royal
khalifahs, in a dynastic system. Imam Ahmad here presents the relevant hadith
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Abd Allah (. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) - Yunus b. Muhammad -
:Hammad b. Zayd — Mujalid — al-Sha’bi — Jabir b. Samurah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, delivered a sermon to us at ‘Arafat and
said, “This affair will never cease to be strong, invincible and victorious over whoever
.opposes it as long as twelve (people) rule by kingdom

p:y.#

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim Beirut: -\
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Bagqij, vol. v, p. yfay,
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» ...All of them

Jabir said): I did not understand what was said after that. So, I said to my father,)
“What did he say after ‘all of them...’?”. He replied, “All of them will be from
(Quraysh.”a

Al-Arnaut says
(A sahih hadith«

:Imam Ibn Hibban . var H) here documents a mutaba’ah for Mujalid

o2 o8 el e B Ol yes o8 i e W B i oy e W B S e (gl el o el ]
o 11 Sy BIsG o o Ul as¥ladn ol U1 ¥ gl ) a3 U sy s ale sl o o) Conos 6 0 o
aids

Ibrahim b. Nasr al-Anbari — ‘Ali b. Khashram — ‘Isa b. Yunus — ‘Imran al-Qubi — al-
:Sha’bi — Jabir b. Samurah

I heard the Prophet, peace be upon him, saying during the Farewell Hajj: “The affair
of this Ummah will never cease to be victorious over whoever opposes it as long as
(welve khalifahs rule by kingdom.”

:Meanwhile, Imam al-Tirmidhi . vva H) has recorded an interesting shahid
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Ahmad b. Mani’ — Zayd b. Hubbab — Mu’awiyah b. Salih — Abu Maryam al-Ansari — Abu
:Hurayrah

(The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “THE KINGDOM is in Quraysh.”(¢

-Allamah al-Albani comments*
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(Sahiho

Imam Ahmad has written it too
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p:yev

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -\
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. s, p. 4, Y. a¥f

Ibid -v

Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad al-Tamimi al-Busti, Kitab al-Thigat - »
(Hyderabad: Majlis Dairat al-Ma’arif al-‘Uthmaniyyah; \st edition, \vav H), vol. v, pp.
YEV-YFY, SAVA

Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - ¢
Tirmidhi Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-
Albani], vol. s, p. vyv rars

Ibid -»
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad)—my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Zayd b. al-Hubbab — Mu’awiyah*
:b. Salih — Abu Maryam — Abu Hurayrah

(The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “THE KINGDOM is in Quraysh.”(

:Assessing the sanad, al-Albani says

o LS 4 gay s5laiV gy e ol b s Sl DB Al s s sl] s

This chain is sahih. Its narrators are thigah trustworthy), narrators of (Sahih) Muslim,
apart from Abu Maryam, and he is al-Ansari, and he is thigah drustworthy) as stated
(nal-Tagrib.«x

‘Then, he adds
llaaall 355 LS 8 o o3l oy candy Ay 01l B LS B o 5 il

I say: Zayd is thigah trustworthy), saduq (very truthful) as stated in al-Mizan, and he
has narrated it in @ marfu’ manner. It is a ziyadah which must be accepted as it has
(been repeatedly mentioned in al-Mustalah.«

In another hadith, the Prophet interchanged “kingdom” and “khilafah”. Imam Ibn Abi
‘Asim records

\5JL;JM@-“@TJ“”‘Mu“ﬁ)‘a%u“wu‘&—-‘aﬂd‘u#‘u“)‘wa‘UM@‘L’}‘TU
A e o st B I s i o 51 2 B g S e Jor s JBS il 6 SIS o]l 5 e el
sl 3 ) 3 (3 Sl 1 5 s ade o il J sy oo ST ol 500 Ui

Abu Salih Hudbah b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab — al-Nadhr b. Shumayl — Shu’bah — Habib b. al-
Zubayr

P: YA

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -\
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[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. v, p. vsf, Avfs

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- -v
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fighihah wa
Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; yst edition, v¢yo H),
VOl ¥, p. VY,V AF

Ibid -
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:Abd Allah b. Abi al-Hudhay!‘ -

We were sitting with ‘Amr b. al-‘As, discussing al-figh. Then, a man from Bakr, said, “If
Quraysh do not desist, Allah will place this affair in another group among Arabs.” So,
‘Amr b. al-‘As replied, “You lied! I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,

(saying: ‘The khilafah is in Quraysh till the establishment of the Hour.”(«

:And ‘Allamah al-Albani says
L aJL'..wl
(ts chainis good.«x

-Ibn Abi ‘Asim further documents

oM Ul 05 oF (o al o s 1B asdlw o sl Jlgiadl T o Gl e o S 1 Olie 18 S 5T s
A o eV s ade B o Bl J gy J6 IS

:Abu Bakr — ‘Affan — Sikkin b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz — Abu al-Minhal Sayyar b. Salamah

I went with my father to Abu Barzah while I was a still boy, and he (Abu Barzah) said:
¢“The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: ‘The Imams are from Quraysh.””

-Al-Albani comments
e oJ\.’..wl c«;w Cﬁ.&:-
(tis a sahih hadith. Its chain is hasan.cs

We know from all these authentic ahadith that each true khalifah is a royal king, a
wali, and an Imam. By extension, we also see that the khilafah is kingdom, wilayah
and Imamah. Notably, since the khilafah is kingdom, it necessarily follows that it is

both hereditary and dynastic in nature

(Hadith Al-Thaqgalayn: Clarifying The Confusions Of Ibn Taymiyyah (PartY (\f

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah . vya H) says
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P: )4

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab -
al-Sunnah @l-Maktab al-Islami; st edition, y¢.. H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-
Din al-Albani], vol. v, p.ayv, 11.4

Ibid -v

Ibid, vol. v, p. avy, vyyo -

Ibid ¥
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And in a text “Islam will never cease to be strong till twelve khalifahs, all of them from
Quraysh”, and this was exactly how it was, for the khalifahs were Abu Bakr, ‘Umar,
‘Uthman, ‘Ali and then those upon whom the people agreed, who were strong and
invincible, ruled: Mu’awiyah, his son Yazid, ‘Abd al-Malik, and his four children, and

(‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz was one of them.(

:Here, our Shaykh tells us that

Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, Mu’awiyah, Yazid, ‘Abd al-Malik and others were Imams e
from the offspring of Ibrahim

They all held the Covenant of Allah, which was Imamah, and guided humanity with e
His Command

None of them was a wrongdoer, to himself or to others o

None of them was a wrongdoer who violated any of the laws of Allah, before and
during his Imamah

All of them were directly appointed by Allah, as He appointed their father, Ibrahim e
and all the Imams before them

All of them were kings who ruled by kingdom, and held the kingdom over the e
Ummah

If we take Hadith al-Thagalayn and Hadith al-Khalifatayn into consideration, then e
the submissions of Ibn Taymiyyah also imply that

Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, Mu’awiyah, Yazid, ‘Abd al-Malik and the others were all
from the offspring of Prophet Muhammad

They were his offspring, his Ahl al-Bayt, who never contradicted or violated the e
Qur’an for even a single second
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,Of course

P: VY.

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah -\
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, v¢.¢ H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad
Rashad Salim], vol. A, p. y¥a


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

:Abu Bakr and the other Sunni khalifahs were

;not from the offspring of Muhammad or his Ahl al-Bayt e
:not appointed by Allah e

:not holders of the Covenant or Command of Allah e

wrongdoers who wronged themselves and others by disobeying Allah and e
;committing sins on several occasions

not kings who ruled by kingdom, except for Mu’awiyah and the subsequent e
Umayyads @nd Abbasids); and

not holders of kingdom over the Ummah, except for Mu’awiyah and the subsequent e
.Umayyads @nd Abbasids

The bottom-line is: it is impossible to fit Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman, especially, into
the descriptions of the true khalifahs mentioned in the Qur’an and the authentic
Sunnah. Undoubtedly, they were rulers

But, certainly, they were neither khalifahs nor Imams. The difference between
political or military rule and khilafah is highlighted in the story of Harun, ‘alaihi al-
salam. His blessed brother appointed him as his khalifah over his Ummah during the

former’s absence from them

P (P M O, wyw;ﬁ J&y
(Musa said to his brother, Harun: “Be my khalifah over my people.”(

Meanwhile, al-Samiri overthrew Harun and installed himself, with the help of the
:‘masses, as the ruler of Israel

S AL gl s oS ay e oSS b 5 L U5

He (Allah) said: “Verily! We have tried your people in your absence, and al-Samiri has
(led them astray "«
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‘We also read

sk 1531875 G phndzal o5l O ol 0l I

He (Harun) said, “O son of my mother! Indeed the people judged me weak, and were

(@bout to murder me.”(»

Yet, Harun remained the true khalifah of Israel, even though al-Samiri
P: Y

Quran v:y ey -
Qur’an y. Ao -Y
Quranv:s. -y
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had seized power. This is how things work in Islam. What confers legitimacy is not
power, but divine appointment. The Prophet appointed the Book of Allah and his
offspring as his joint khalifahs till the Day of al-Qiyamah

Imagine if all Muslims the world over rejected the authority of the Qur’an, would that
cancel out its khilafah? Of course, its khilafah continues over the Ummah, whether
they recognize it or not! It is the same with the Ahl al-Bayt. They are the joint khalifahs
over humanity along with the Kitab — and remain so till the Hour — whether anyone

:0beys them or none does

sl e ls o B o Legils

Verily, both shall NEVER separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-
Fount

:Another error of our dear Shaykh is his confusion of these two sentences
Islam is strong e
The Ummahis strong e

:This is why he declares

SR o oS i e 1 5 b e ol e 15 Y JB o s e i (Lo (4 5 e Gy s
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This is a confirmation of what the Prophet, peace be upon him, had prophesied when
he said: “This religion will never cease to be strong as long as twelve khalifahs rule, all
of them

p: VY
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from Quraysh”. These twelve khalifahs are those mentioned in al-Tawrah, when He
(Allah) said in His glad tiding concerning Isma’il: “He will give birth to twelve great
people”. Whoever these that these twelve are those who are accepted as Imams by
the Rafidhah is in the worst level of ignorance, for there was none among them who

(held military authority except ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.(1

Ibn Taymiyyah apparently equates the might of the Ummah with that of its religion.
Meanwhile, it is perfectly possible to have a strong Islam but a weak Ummah. The
strength of the Ummah is obviously in its unity and military prowess. However, that of
the religion lies only in its ability to “stand” on the surface of the earth. This has been

.explicitly stated in another hadith

o o oS aids e U1 (SUe 0585 5l aslll o s oo Wil I 1 Y

The religion will never cease to STAND until the establishment of the Hour or as long
(as there are twelve khalifahs over you, all of them from Quraysh.«

There are always forcing struggling to push Islam to the ground. However, it will
never fall. It shall remain standing on the earth till al-Qiyamah. This is the meaning of
its strength. The inability of its enemies to terminate it is its invincibility. This is also

«(indicated in yet another hadith documented by Imam Ahmad . ys\ H

Jgy e JB Sl gudl 0 j0m p plor o pole e Wloms 1 asla psle 8 ST Su A e 0>
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Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah -\
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; st edition, y¢-# H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. A, pp. Yf:-yf)
dbid, vol. ¥, p. v, \AYY (1« —Y
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Hammad b. Usamah — Mujalid°
— ‘Amir — Jabir b. Samurah al-Suwai

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying during the Farewell Hajj:
“Verily, this religion will never cease to be victorious over whoever opposes it - no
opponent or defector will be able to harm it — as long as twelve khalifahs pass from
my Ummah.” Then, he said something which I did not understand. So, I said to my

(father, “What did he say?” He replied, “All of them will be from Quraysh.”(

Al-Arnaut says

(It is a sahih hadith(

All praise be to Allah: our religion has continued to stand upon its two feet since the
departure of our Prophet, despite the persistent aggression and subversion of its
hardened foes to bring it down. Interestingly, as long as Islam breathes on our planet,
there is one of the twelve khalifahs from the offspring of Muhammad, placed over

humanity by Allah as their master and guide

Contrary to the hallucinations of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah, the first of the true royal
khalifahs of this Ummah was none other than Imam ‘Ali b. Abi Talib. Imam Ibn Abi

“Asim (. vav H) records

pP: V¥

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -\
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. o, p. Av, Y+ Ary
Ibid -v
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Muhammad b. al-Muthanna — Yahya b. Hammad — Abu ‘Awanah — Yahya b. Sulaym
Abu Balj — ‘Amr b. Maymun — Ibn ‘Abbas: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
said to ‘Ali: “You are to me of the status of Harun to Musa, with the exception that you

@re not a prophet. And you are my khalifah over every believer after me.”(

:Dr. al-Jawabirah says

u,.».o- aJL'..w‘
(Its chainis hasan.«y

-And ‘Allamah al-Albani . v¢y. H) backs him

e °’t'“‘1
(Its chainis hasan.¢

A quick question that comes to mind here is: was ‘Ali from the offspring of
?Muhammad

The answer is simple: there are instances where a person or thing is included within a
foreign category for a specific purpose. For instance, Iblis was counted among the
angels by Allah in His Order to them to prostrate to Prophet Adam, ‘alaihi al-salam¢).
However, he was only a jinn®). So, for the purpose of that Divine Command, Iblis was

regarded as an angel, even though he was not

A similar situation existed between Prophet Ibrahim, ‘alaihi al-salam, and Prophet Lut,
<‘alaihi al-salam. Allah says

u,gtﬁv\_msg}a,i,gt,uwmjﬁums&,og;uﬁswgt?ﬁéjswsduﬁ\ﬁguuﬂu»&x,
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Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab -
al-Sunnah Dar al-Sami’i li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’) [annotator: Dr. Basim b. Faysal al-
Jawabirahj, vol. \, pp. vaa-A.+, yyyy

Ibid -v

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Dhahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab - v
al-Sunnah @l-Maktab al-Islami; st edition, y¢.. H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-
Din al-Albani], vol. v, p. 56, V1AA
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See Quran A -
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And that was Our Hujjah which We gave Ibrahim against his people. We raise whom
We will in ranks. Certainly your Lord is All-Wise, All-Kknowing. And We bestowed upon
him Ishaq and Ya’qub, each of them We guided — and We guided Nuh before thim) —
and among his offspring were Dawud, Sulayman, Ayub, Yusuf, Musa, and Harun —
thus do We reward the good-doers — and Zakariyyah, Yahya, ‘Isa and Ilyas — each
one of them was of the righteous —and Isma’il, al-Yasa’, Yunus and Lut; and each one
(of them We made superior above the worlds.(

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir . vv¢ H) explains

o M L U 3 s T Y] st ol 0187 05 b s sateadl o ol ] e dile 403 s I8 3 e alls
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The pronoun in his statement “and among his offspring” refers to Ibrahim according
to the popular opinion. As for Lut, even though he was his nephew, he was part of the
offspring as a minority entry. This is the problem of those who hold the second opinion
that the pronoun refers to Nuh, as we have explained in his story. And Allah knows

(best.«x

Imam al-Qurtubi . #vy H) says a similar thing

Aol g by (6l ol g ) W6z 5 4,5 ot B el ] 3 Gl au,3 sl
p: V¢
Qur’an s:Ar-as -

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. Kathir al-Dimashqi, al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah Dar Ihya al- -v
Turath al-‘Arabi; yst edition, y¢:A H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. v, p. vay
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And among his offspring}, that is the offspring of Ibrahim. It is also said: among the}
offspring of Nuh — this opinion belonged to al-Fara and was adopted by al-Tabari and
many of the mufassiroon like al-Qushayri, Ibn ‘Atiyyah and others. Al-Zajjaj held the
first opinion, and he is opposed with the statement that part of those counted among
the offspring were Yunus and Lut, and they both were not from the offspring of
Ibrahim. Lut was his nephew. And Ibn ‘Abbas said: “All of these prophets are counted
among the offspring of Ibrahim, even though there are among them who were not his

» descendants, for Lut was the nephew of Ibrahim

The Arabs consider the uncle to be a father too, as Allah informs concerning the
children of Ya’qub, when they said (o Ya’qub), “We shall worship your God, the God of
—your fathers — Ibrahim, Isma’il, and Ishaq

P: Y
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One God, and to Him we submit.” [v:yvv] Isma’il was the uncle of Ya’qub. Also, ‘Isa is
counted among the offspring of Ibrahim, while he was only the son of the daughter.
Therefore, the offspring of Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with her, are offspring of

(the Prophet, peace be upon him.¢

So, Lut was counted among the offspring of Ibrahim for some specific purposes, most
likely al-nubuwwah. In this same manner, this hadith apparently includes ‘Ali within
the offspring of Muhammad, for the specific purposes of khilafah and Imamah

Snt o e IS (B sriel
.You are my khalifah over every believer after me

The Sahabah And The Ahl Al-Bayt: Remembering The Tragic Thursday (1)

After making the public declarations at ‘Arafat and Ghadir, and possibly at other
places too, the Messenger, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, decided to put everything down
in black and white during the last few days of his blessed lifetime. Imam al-Bukhari .

-yo$ H) records how his attempt failed
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Qubaysah —1Ibn

P: VA

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Ansari al-Qurtubi, al-Jami’ li Ahkam al- -\
Qur’an Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi; v¢.6 H), vol. v, p. ¥
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Uyaynah — Sulayman al-Ahwal — Sa’id b. Jubayr — Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased®
:with them both

Thursday! And what a Thursday it was!” Then, he dbn ‘Abbas) wept till the stones on“
the ground were soaked with his tears. Then, he said, “The illness of the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, became severe on Thursday, and he said, ‘Bring me a sheet
of paper so that I may write a document for you after which you will never go astray’.
They differed, and it is not proper to differ in front of a prophet. So, they said, ‘The
Messenger of Allah is raving mad.’ He replied, ‘Leave me, as I am in a better state
than what you are calling me towards.’ Then, he ordered them, when he was about to
die, to do three things: ‘Expel the idolaters from the Arabian Peninsula and show
respect to all foreign delegates by giving them gifts as I used to do.” And I forgot the

¢hird” (0

:Dr. al-Bagha defines the word used by the Sahabah to describe their Prophet
wjowuﬁ‘ﬁl.uvlizi‘_gi);w(
(hajara), meaning: he is saying unintelligible things due to the severity of his illness.c)

Imam Muslim . vy H) also documents
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- -\
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, yv¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. ¥, p. v\, YAAA
Ibid -v
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Ishaqg b. Ibrahim — Waki’ — Malik b. Maghwal — Talhah b. Musarrif — Sa’id b. Jubayr —
:Ibn ‘Abbas

Thursday! What a Thursday it was!” Then, tears began to flow until I saw them on his*
cheeks as if they were the strings of pearls. “The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon
him, said, ‘Bring me a shoulder-blade and an inkpot or a tablet and an inkpot, so that I
may write for you a document after which you will never go astray’. They said: ‘The

(Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, is raving mad.”

Imam Ahmad . v¢y H) too has this riwayah
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Sufyan — Isma’il b. Abi Muslim,*
:uncle of Ibn Abi Najih —Sa’id b. Jubayr — Ibn ‘Abbas

Thursday! What a Thursday it was!” Then, he wept until his tears moistened the“
pebbles. We said, “O

p:yy:

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim Beirut: -\
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Bagqij, vol. v, p. vvav,
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father of al-‘Abbas! What was the Thursday?” He replied, “The illness of the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, became severe. So, he said, ‘Come to me so
that I may write for you a document after which you will never go astray’. But, they
disagreed, and it is not proper to disagree in front of a prophet. Then they said, ‘What
is his problem? He is raving mad.” Sufyan (@ sub-narrator) said (concerning the word

(used by the Sahabah): “It means ‘RAVING MADNESS’”.(\

Al-Arnaut says

et b s e s 03l
(ts chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs .«x

:Imam al-Bukhari is back again
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Muhammad — Ibn ‘Uyaynah — Sulayman al-Ahwal — Ibn Jubayr — Ibn ‘Abbas, may
Allah be pleased with them both

Thursday! What a Thursday it was!” Then, he wept until his tears moistened the“
pebbles. So I said, “O father of

P: Y\

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -\
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. v, p. yyy, 1aro
Ibid -v
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Abbas! What was the Thursday?” He replied, “The illness of the Messenger of Allah.
peace be upon him, became severe. So, he said, ‘Bring to me so a shoulder-blade that
I may write for you a document after which you will never go astray’. But, they
disagreed, and it is not proper to disagree in front of a prophet. Then they said, ‘What
is wrong with him? He is raving mad. Ask him questions to confirm’. He said, ‘Leave
me, for that in which I am is better than that towards which you are calling me.’ Then,
he commanded them to do three things: Expel the idolaters from the Arabian
Peninsula, and show respect to all foreign delegates as I used to do.” The third
(instruction) was the best. He either kept quiet about it or he said it but I forgot it.

(Sufyan said: “This was from the statement of Sulayman.”(

It was such a disastrous day — so much that Ibn ‘Abbas, radhiyallahu ‘anhu, wept
abnormally when he remembered it. It was the day the Sahabah of Muhammad first
openly accused him of raving mad, of saying unintelligible things due to severe illness,
in his holy presence! We often see some Sunnis desperately trying to downplay the
shock of what the Sahabah said by mistranslating or misinterpreting the key words —
in the hadith - [( =) and their nominal form is al-hujr] (=) and ahajara ( ~») hajara

as simply “to become unconscious” or “to faint”. However, one of their

p:yYy

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- -1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. ¥, p. v100, Y44y
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earliest classical grand Imams — Sufyan b. ‘Uyaynah «. vaA H) — had longed closed the
door in their faces. He was explicit that the Sahabah literally intended that the Prophet
of Allah was “raving mad”, that the words they used meant exactly that. This matter is
equally confirmed by other classical ‘ulama of the Ahl al-Sunnah. Imam al-Shami .

¢y H), for instance, states

A IS o Gl 5 [ 5 O gl muallr gl

Al-Hujr: is raving madness and irrational talk, and it is @lso) used to refer to obscene,
dmmoral talk.(x

:The ace Sunni linguist, Ibn Manzur . vvy H), says as well
0Ll =gl
(Al-Hujr: is raving madness.(x

Imam Ibn Salam . yvf), an ancient, leading Sunni hadith expert, has this submission
too

DLl &1 p3STI 3 gl LT

(As for al-hujr in statements, it is raving madness.«

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani . Aoy H) does not say anything different either
LA 08l 5 gl

(Al-Hujr is raving madness.(¢

At this point, we want to focus on the second term used by the Sahabah: ahajara
means “to — (=») As pointed out by Sufyan b. ‘Uyaynah, it — along with hajara .( i)
rave mad”. However, there is a second definition for it which must be taken into

:account. Imam Ibn Salam comes in again
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Al-Kisai — and part of it is from al-Asma’i and others: al-hujr is to say obscene things
and to use obscene language. It is said from it: the

P:yyy

Muhammad b. Yusuf al-Salihi al-Shami, Subul al-Huda al-Rashad fi Sirah Khayr -1
al-‘Ibad (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyyah; yst edition, y¢y¢ H) [annotators: ‘Adil Ahmad
‘Abd al-Mawjud and ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’ud], vol. vy, p. 1+

Abu al-Fadhl Jamal al-Din Muhammad b. Mukram b. Manzur al-Afrigi al-Misri, Lisan -¥
al-‘Arab Beirut: Dar Sadir; yst edition), vol. s, p. vo-

Abu ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Salam al-Harwi, Gharib al-Hadith (Haydarabad: Majlis - v
Dairah al-Ma’arif al-‘Uthmaniyyah; yst edition, \var H), vol. v, p. s¢

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqgalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari Beirut: - ¢
Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Taba’ah wa al-Nashr; ynd edition), vol. A, p. 1\
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(man ahajara, yahjur, ihjaran.(.

So, to say that someone is saying obscene things or using obscene language, the verb
to use is either ahajara or yahjur. Interestingly, both terms were among those used
by the Sahabah to describe their Prophet

e e 5 ade A o il e Of 158

.The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, is raving mad
:And

el 4 L | s

Then they said, ‘What is wrong with him? He is raving mad

We have translated both words as “raving mad” — which is one of their definitions
anyway, influenced heavily by the commentary of Ibn ‘Uyaynah. But then, the
translations could also be these

et ol s ade 1 o gy 0] 18

.The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, is saying obscene things
:And

el d LIl

.Then they said, ‘What is wrong with him? He is saying obscene things

Qadi ‘Iyad . orf H), for instance, has given both meanings to ahajara — one of the
words used by the Sahabah to qualify the Rasul. He even specifically refers to the
-hadith itself
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It is said “the man ahajara” when he says obscene things. His statement “the
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Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, ahajara” — which is the correct form with
fathah of the al-ha (.e. pronounced as ahajara) - means raving madness; and al-hujr
(means raving madness.(

:Abu ‘Ubayd al-Bakri does the same too
cﬁdsi]l as [Jle c(a))\g.“ O c:ﬂ‘: el

pP:YF

Abu ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Salam al-Harwi, Gharib al-Hadith (Haydarabad: Maijlis - 1
Dairah al-Ma’arif al-‘Uthmaniyyah; \st edition, \vaf H), vol. v, p. &*

Al-Qadi Abu al-Fadhl ‘Iyad b. Musa b. ‘Iyad al-Yahsubi al-Sibti al-Maliki, Mashariq -v
al-Anwar ‘ala Sihah al-Athar @l-Maktabah al-‘Atigah and Dar al-Turath), vol. v, p. ¥4
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Al-Hujr is obscenity in statements. It is said from it: ahajara when he says obscene
things. It is also said that he hajara in his sleep if he says irrational things. It is said
that an ill person hajara or ahjara when he raves mad; and Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The
ILLNESS of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, became severe, and he said,
‘Bring to me a paper so that I may write for you what will prevent you from going

(astray after me.” But they said: ‘What is wrong with him? He hajara.””

In any case, the implication is still the same, either way. The Sahabah would not have
accused their Prophet of saying obscene things unless they considered him — rightly
.or wrongly —to be raving mad, especially during his illness

:Imam Ibn Jarir al-Tabari . vy H) also has this input

s (3 rodl 3] 1 Jer ) pealt o) 5 e

(They say “the man ahajara” when he makes obscene statements.(r
Ibn Faris (. vas H), a well-known classical linguist, caps it
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Al-Hujr is raving madness. It is said that the man hajara «.e. to mean that he is
suffering from al-hujr). Al-Hujr also means obscenity in language

p: 1Yo

Abu ‘Ubayd al-Bakri, Fasl al-Magal Sharh Kitab al-Amthal (Beirut: Muasassat al- -

Risalah; yst edition, vavy CE) [annotator: Thsan ‘Abbas], vol. y, p. YA
Abu Ja’far Muhammad b. Jarir b. Yazid b. Kathir b. Ghalib al-Amuli al-Tabari, Jami -v
al-Bayan fi Tawil al-Qur’an (Dar al-Fikr; v¢va H) [annotator: Sidgi Jamil al-‘Attar], vol.
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It is said that the man ahajara in his language d.e. to mean that he uses obscene
danguage).(

This clarification by Ibn Faris — and, of course, by others too - would establish that the
:Sahabah accused the Messenger of both types of al-huijr

oo 5 e Bl o il J gy ren | S5

’ (S0, they said, ‘The Messenger of Allah is raving mad (hajara

:And
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(They said: ‘The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, is raving mad yahjur).” (v
:And

el L | I

’ (Then they said, ‘What is wrong with him? He is raving mad @hajara

:And finally

el d LI

’ (Then they said, ‘What is wrong with him? He is saying obscene things @hajara

But, how did the situation get to that level?) How did things become so rotten? Why
did those Sahabah flare up so badly after hearing the harmless request of the
:Prophet? Imam al-Bukhari records a report which sheds some light
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Abu al-Husayn Ahmad b. Faris b. Zakariyyah, Mu’jam Maqayis al-Lughah Qum: -\
Maktab al-A’lam al-Islami; v¢.¥ H) [annotator: ‘Abd al-Salam Muhammad Harun], vol.

#,P. Y0
Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim Beirut: -
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqij, vol. v, p. vvav,
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Ibrahim b. Musa — Hisham — Ma’mar — al-Zuhri — ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah — Ibn
:‘Abbas

When the time of the death of the Prophet, peace be upon him, approached, and
there were some men in the room, and among them was ‘Umar b. al-Khattab. He the
Prophet) said, “Come near. Let me write for you a document after which you will never
go astray.” ‘Umar said, “Verily, the illness has now fully possessed the Prophet, peace

» be upon him. And you have the Qur’an. So, the Book of Allah is sufficient for us

The people in the room disputed. Among them were those who said, “Come near so
that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, may write for you a document after
which you will never go astray.” And among them were those who were repeating
what ‘Umar said. When their noise and dispute became very rowdy in the presence of

” the Prophet, peace be upon him, he said, “Stand up and leave me

Narrated ‘Ubayd Allah: Ibn ‘Abbas used to say: “It was a great disaster that their
dispute and noise prevented the Messsenger of Allah, peace be upon him, from
(writing that document for them.”(

So, it was all started by ‘Umar. He described the Messenger of Allah as having been
fully

p:yyy

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Jufi, al- -\
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. ¢, p. YsA., savy
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possessed by his iliness. In other words, it was the iliness that now owned, controlled
and dictated what he thought, heard, saw, said or did! He himself was no longer in
charge of anything of himself — his brain, his senses, his body. It was this heavy
statement that caused the uproar in the room; and those who accused the Prophet of
raving madness were also only “repeating what ‘Umar said”. Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah

«d. vya H) explains what ‘Umar’s “dilemma” was in that incident
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As for ‘Umar, it was not clear to him whether the statement of the Prophet, peace be
upon him, was from the severity of the illness or from his intelligent statements.
Iliness was possible for prophets too. This was why he ¢Umar) said, “What is wrong
with him? He is raving mad (or he is saying obscene things)”. So, he doubted in that,
and did not explicitly state that he was raving mad. Of course, it was permissible for

‘Umar to doubt - since none

P: YA
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is infallible except the Prophet, peace be upon him - especially as he doubted due to
confusion. This was because the Prophet, peace be upon him, was ill. So, he ¢Umar)
did not know whether his statement was from the sparkle of the iliness as it happens

toill people or from his intelligent statements which must be accepted.a

Well, ignoring the blatant incoherence of the submissions, there are nonetheless
pieces of misinformation in them. First and foremost, ‘Umar expressed no doubt in his
:statement. He was direct, explicit and firm

mg\:sw.a@mvfwjgjs\w&j@umuudg\ogﬁdu

Umar said, “Verily, the iliness has fully possessed the Prophet, peace be upon him
» And you have the Qur’an. So, the Book of Allah is sufficient for us

:Secondly, this is what our Shaykh has attributed to ‘Umar
en b oo o5 &SU3 (5 6SCas mal e JB 1l

This was why he said, “What is wrong with him? He is raving mad or he is saying
obscene things).” So, he doubted in that, and did not explicitly state that he was raving
mad

:However, it was not ‘Umar who uttered those words
o gagiinl peal Sl Lo 16

Then THEY said, ‘What is wrong with him? He is raving mad. Ask him questions to
Jconfirm

Other people did. The words of ‘Umar himself are undisputed. He proclaimed that the
Messenger of Allah had totally lost control of himself — including his brain and senses —
to his iliness. He did not express doubt

p:1ya

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah -\
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al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, v¢.¢ H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad
Rashad Salimj, vol. ¢, p. v¢
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in the matter, but was instead firm on it. In fact, the fact that ‘Umar openly and boldly
countermanded the order of the Prophet is enough evidence that he ¢Umar) believed
- or at least pretended to have believed - that the Messenger was indeed raving mad.

After all, this is what our Shaykh himself says
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So, he ¢Umar) did not know whether his statement was from the sparkle of the illness
as it happens to sick people or from his intelligent statements which must be
.accepted

If he had accepted that the Prophet was making intelligent statements, he would
have obeyed. But, he opposed the command. This means that he thought — or
pretended to have thought — that the Messenger of his Lord was talking irrationally,

.0r saying obscene things, due to illness

So, we ask: what exactly in the instruction of the Prophet to his Sahabah sounded
“irrational” to warrant the attack on his mental health by them? In reality, there was
:no such thing. His statement was perfectly sensible, reasonable and intelligent

T ookay 15k o LS oS ST S 5

Bring me a sheet of paper so that I may write a document for you after which you will
.never go astray

At this point, this author recalls an incident which took place in early v..v, some
months after his conversion to Shi’ism. He was investigating the statements of ‘Umar
,and his group

p:y.
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which called into question the mental health of the Messenger of Allah. This author
asked a Sufi brother his opinion on what they did. “Of course,” he replied, “they had a
point! The Prophet was unlettered. He was Ummi, as the Qur’an has called him. Yet,
he was asking for pen and paper to write!” This author was very shocked. “You mean”,
he asked the Sufi, “the Prophet was indeed raving mad as they claimed?” He
strangely, however, refused to answer that question. It was obvious nonetheless. If
he had believed that the Messenger of Allah was mentally healthy, he would have

stated so in reply. By keeping quiet, he silently hinted a “yes” to this author’s question

There are millions of Muslims, especially from the Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah, who
strongly believe that the Prophet was unlettered throughout his lifetime. They mostly
base their position on the fact that he has been called “the Ummi Prophet” in the Book

.of Allah, and on this verse
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Neither did you (O Muhammad) read any book before it, nor did you write any book
with your right hand. In that case, indeed, the followers of falsehood might have
(doubted.(

Well, the word ummi has several meanings. An unlettered person is an ummi in truth.
But, every person of Makkan origin is also an ummi. Another name for Makkah is
Umm al-Qura(). So, linguistically, anyone from the blessed city may either be called a

p:
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See Qur’an sy -y
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Makkan or an Ummi. As such, there is no conclusive evidence from that term for the
alleged illiteracy of the Messenger of Allah. It could go either way. Besides, the above
ayah seems to undermine — rather than strengthen - the Sunni claim: Muhammad
never wrote or read any book before the Qur’an. This suggests that he actually wrote
and read after the start of its descent. In fact, this is explicitly confirmed in the Book

itself
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A Messenger from Allah, reading purified pages. In them are correct and straight
daws.(

?An unlettered fellow never “reads” any pages, does he

Another clear proof of the literacy of the Prophet (since the start of the Qur’an) is this
report of al-Bukhari of what happened at al-Hudaybiyyah, four years before he was
-accused of raving madness by his Sahabah
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:Ubayd Allah b. Musa — Israil — Abu Ishaqg — al-Bara, may Allah be pleased with him‘

When the Prophet, peace be upon him, intended to perform ‘Umrah in the month of
Dhi al-Qa’dah, the people of Makkah did not let him enter Makkah till he settled the
matter with them by promising to stay in it for three days only. When they wrote the
document (of treaty), they wrote: “These are the terms on which Muhammad, the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, agreed”. They said, “We will not agree to this,
for if we believed that you are the Messenger of Allah, we would not prevent you, but
you are Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah.” He said, “I am the Messenger of Allah and also
Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah” Then, he said to ‘Ali, “Rub off (the words) ‘the Messenger of
Allah’” He (Ali) replied, “No, by Allah, I will never rub you off” So, the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, took the document AND WROTE, “This is what Muhammad
b. ‘Abd Allah has agreed upon: No arms will be brought into Makkah except in their
cases, and nobody from the people of Makkah will be allowed to go with him even if

he wished to follow him and he will not prevent any of his companions

p: vy
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(from staying in Makkah if the latter wants to stay.”(\
?How could an unlettered person have achieved such a feat

In any case, the problem of ‘Umar and his supporters with the instruction of their
:Prophet was only the bold phrase below

T ocay 1o I LS (ST 8T S 1

Bring me a sheet of paper so that I may write a document for you after which you will
never go astray

:We have drawn this conclusion from ‘Umar’s own reply to it
mgtsz.ouﬂ{.{mj@js\#L&ri.ﬂjwmuudgmg,wdu

Umar said, “Verily, the illness has seized total control of the Prophet, peace be upon‘
» him. And you have the Qur’an. So, the Book of Allah is sufficient for us

:Meanwhile, just a few weeks before, the Rasul had proclaimed at ‘Arafat
o Al e ST ks a3 O] L oS eS8 Gl AUl gl L

O mankind! I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never
”.go astray: the Book of Allah AND my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt

:Afew days later, at Ghadir Khumm, he repeated the call
s ol Sl s oy e ) LS b o 0 (ST O L (S8 S 5 8

I have left behind over you that which if you hold fast to it you will never go astray: the
Book of Allah — one end of which is in His Hand and the other in your hands — AND my
” Ahl al-Bayt

It was

p: \vf
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- -1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. v, p. a5., yooy
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certain that the Prophet of Allah was going to write — either in his own handwriting or
through dictation — this same order of his to all humanity. He wanted it to be his
written decree to the Ummabh till the Hour; and we in our generation could have had a
glance of it. ‘Umar caught wind of his intention — which was obvious anyway
considering the similarities in his wordings. Then, he (‘Umar) delivered a preemptive
response to the Messenger: “we do not want your offspring with the Qur’an; we want

I"the Book of Allah alone

Umar’s issue was not whether the Prophet was literate or illiterate. In fact, he raised
absolutely no objection on that point — which reinforces the conviction that the Rasul
was literate later in life. Rather, he and his group were not prepared at all to accept
the Ahl al-Bayt over them alongside the Book of Allah as masters and guides after the

Prophet

In order to ensure their success, the ‘Umarists placed a question mark on the mental
competence of the Messenger of the Rabb before he was able to write anything. So,
even if he had proceeded with his plan, the document would have been rejected after
his death by the ‘Umarist movement — who would have named it the product of an
deranged mind. In fact, this could have had a counterproductive effect on his earlier

public pronouncements on the same matter

Therefore, in his great wisdom —and, obviously, in accordance

p:yo
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with a new decree from his Lord — Muhammad abandoned the idea and left
everything to the Judgment of Allah. Meanwhile, as history would later confirm, it was
on that calamitous Thursday, in that sad room, and at that fateful hour, that Sunni
Islam was born, under the leadership of ‘Umar b. al-Khattab. Since that Thursday,
Sunni Muslims have never ceased to reject the offspring of the Prophet, his Ahl al-
Bayt, as the inseparable partner of the Qur’an in providing leadership and guidance to

the Ummabh in particular, and to humanity in general

The Sahabah And The Ahl Al-Bayt: The Betrayal Was Predicted (\#

The Prophet of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, named Amir al-Muminin “Ali b. Abi Talib,
‘alaihi al-salam, as the first khalifah after him. He also indicated that all the other
khalifahs will be from his offspring. In particular, he declared that all the khalifahs
after him will be twelve in number, that they all would be royal Imams, and that their

reign would continue uninterrupted till the Day of al-Qiyamah

He further declared them the guides of this Ummah after him till the Hour, and that
they never ever separate from the Qur’an - not even for one second. However, he
equally prophesied that the Ummah would betray ‘Ali @nd, by extension, all the other

khalifahs) once he was gone! Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqgalani . Aoy H) copies
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-Al-Fadhl, Abu Na’im — Fitr b. Khalifah — Habib b. Abi Thabit — Tha’labah b. Yazid

I heard ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, saying: “I swear by Allah, verily, the Ummi
(Prophet, peace be upon him, told me: “They will soon betray you after me.”(

:The Salafi annotator, ‘Abd Allah al-Shahri, comments
Crnd 50 lgieds L 5 Codadl s 5 cOlacize OB io Legls b5y o adad 5 cadds oy od Jloed LWl g Cans

It is dha’if with this chain, due to the status of Fitr b. Khalifah and Tha’labah b. Yazid,
for both of them were very truthful and Shi’is and this hadith supports their bid’ah.
(Therefore, itis dha’if «v

So, al-Shahri’s only problem with the sanad is the Shi’ism of Fitr and Tha’labah. Even
though both were “very truthful”, this hadith of theirs cannot be accepted only
because it supports their Shi'ism. A “scientific’ way of discrediting reports, isn’t it?!
Before examining the legitimacy of al-Shahri’s methodology, let us first look at the

narrators of hadith, in order to have a clearer view of the whole picture

As an initial observation, a key merit of this sanad is that it is perfectly connected.
There is no break whatsoever among its narrators, and each of them explicitly
declared that he literally heard the hadith from the mouth of his shaykh. Moreover, all

the narrators are completely reliable without question

-Al-Hafiz states about the first narrator
Sz o 508 S5 aly (B S5 o Jo2dll
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Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asgalani, al-Matalib al-‘Aliyah bi Zawaid al-Masanid al- -\
Thamaniyyah (Riyadh: Dar al-‘Asimah; st edition, v¢y. H) [annotator: ‘Abd Allah b.
Zafir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Shahri], vol. &, p. ¥, ¥a14
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Al-Fadhl b. Dukayn al-Kufi - and the name of Dukayn was ‘Amr b. Hammad b. Zuhayr -
al-Tamimi, their freed slave, al-Ahwal, Abu Na’im al-Mulai, well-known with his kunya:
(Thigah trustworthy), accurate.(\

:Concerning the second narrator, he further declares

53 oy Gato 55 Alegall Lol S T oaV s oy simadl aids oy Jab

Fitr b. Khalifah al-Makhzumi, their freed slave, Abu Bakr al-Hanat: Saduq (very
(ruthful), accused of Shilism.«y

‘What of the third narrator? Al-Hafiz says

ugm\,du,y\ﬁfosj&@wgﬂ\ﬁﬁirﬁyf‘sww\,@>&mduﬁ)w¢qu&i&w

Habib b. Abi Thabit Qays —and it is said Hind — b. Dinar al-Asadi, their freed slave, al-
(Kufi: Thigah trustworthy), a meritorious jurist. He used to do a lot of irsal and tadlis.«+

Meanwhile, he has narrated with explicit sima’ above. So, his irsal and tadlis are
inapplicable and inconsequential here

‘Finally, this is what al-Hafiz states about the last narrator
b Bao (355 el dis g dlegall S Slesdl Wy o aded
(Tha’labah b. Yazid al-Himmani, a Kufan: Saduq (very truthful), a Shi’i.ce

This chain, therefore, is absolutely hasan without a doubt! It is simply faultless and
.unassailable

As for al-Shahri’s rejection of the hadith on account of the Shi'ism of two of its
:narrators, we will let another Salafi hadith scientist, al-Mua’lami «. v¥a# H) reply him

oo 1257 L s L) w5 s irlenall (3l 25 egslb ity ao il e aslen ool 4l 35 455
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Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqgrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - \
al-‘IiImiyyah; vnd edition, v¥vo H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. v, p. 1+,
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The Imams in the hadith sciences have declared as trustworthy a lot of the heretics,
and have taken their (.e. the heretics’) ahadith as hujjah, and have recorded them d.e.
those reports) in their Sahih books. And whoever researches their (the heretics’)
narrations finds that a lot of them apparently agree with their heresies. The scholars
give alternative interpretations for those ahadith without attacking them d.e. the
ahadith) on account of the heresy of their narrators, nor do they attack the narrators

(for narrating them.(\

-Allamah al-Albani . v¢y. H) too seconds him¢
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If someone says: “The narrator of this corroborative hadith d.e. that of Ajlah) was a
Shi’i, and also in the chain of the main hadith, there is another Shi’i, and he is Ja’far b.
»?Sulayman. Does this not justify attack on the hadith and constitute a faultin it

So, I answer: “Not at all, because the requirements in the transmission of hadith are
ONLY truthfulness and sound memory. As for the madhhab (of the narrator), that is
(between him and his Lord, and He is sufficient for him.«x

A third Salafi hadith scientist, al-Turayfi, also traces the practice to the Sunni Imams

alyy & y‘y\j

P: 4

Abd al-Rahman b. Yahya b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Mu’alami al-‘Atmi al-Yamani, al- ¢ -
Tankil bi ma fi Ta-anib al-Kawthari min al-Abatil @l-Maktab al-Islami; vnd edition, y¢. ¢
H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Zuhayr al-Shawish and ‘Abd al-

Razzag Hamzah),vol.y, p. yrv
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Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- -v
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Sahihah wa Shayhun min Fighihah wa
Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; yst edition, v¢yo H),

vol. o, p. Yoy, YyYY
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The default position concerning the report of a heretic, if he was accurate and
trustworthy, is to accept it, regardless of whether he narrated concerning what
agrees with his bid’ah (heresy) or not, as long as he had not apostatized through his
heresy. In such a case, it will be rejected due to his kufr disbelief). This was the
practice of the Imams who were hadith scientists, for they used to narrate from the
heretic if he was trustworthy and accurate, and used to declare his report to be

(sahih.(1

The bottomline is that al-Shahri’s methodology of weakening the hadith is both
unprofessional and crude

:Meanwhile, al-Hafiz copies a second, different chain for the hadith
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Al-Harith — ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ziyad, freed slave of Banu Hashim — Hushaym — Isma’il
b. Salim — Abu Idris al-Awdi — ‘Al

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “Verily, this Ummah will soon betray
(you after me."(x

:Al-Shahri again comments

JUl J sgme 63531 s 53] L OY sl gy Cans

(tis dha’if with this chain because Abu Idris al-Awdi is majhul al-hal .«
This time, he is unable to accuse

p:¥f.

Abd al-‘Aziz b. Marzugq al-Turayfi, al-Tahjil fi Takhrij ma lam Yukhraj min al-Ahadith -\
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wa al-Athar fi Irwa al-Ghalil (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Rushd li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; \st

edition, v¢yy H), p. o¥s
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Matalib al-‘Aliyah bi Zawaid al-Masanid al- - ¥

Thamaniyyah Riyadh: Dar al-‘Asimah; yst edition, y¢y. H) [@annotator: ‘Abd Allah b.
Zafir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Shahri], vol. v#, p. #5, *ay.
Ibid -
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any of the narrators of Shi’ism, or to find any other defect — real or imagined — in the
chain other than Abu Idris. But then, is Abu Idris really majhul al-hal? ‘Ali Shiri, in his
tahqgiq of Tarikh Madinah Dimashq - while commenting under the above riwayah —

identifies who Abu Idris was for us

$33Y o I s o Uy s3] 5T sas
(He was Abu Idris Yazid b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Awdi.(

‘Who then was he? Al-Hafiz has the answer

Jsio 3515 g calogn Ladm Sl 5l g0 (3591 5 5V oy e Ml o oy

Yazid b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Aswad al-Awdi, Abu Dawud: Magbul @ccepted when
(seconded).(

Obviously, he is NOT majhul al-hal, but magbul. This means that whenever he is
seconded in his report, it is established from his shaykh. However, if he is alone in
narrating a riwayah, then it is dha’if. We know already that he was seconded by

.Tha’labah b. Yazid. Therefore, this second sanad of the hadith is also sahih or hasan

Imam al-Hakim . £.v H) has included the report of al-Awdi in his Mustadrak too
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Abu Hafs ‘Umar b. Ahmad al-Jamhi — ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz — ‘Amr b. ‘Awn — Hushaym —
Isma’il b. Salim — Abu Idris al-Awdi — “‘Ali, may Allah

pP: Yy

Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Habat Allah b. ‘Abd Allah, Ibn Asakir al-Shafi’i, -
Tarikh Madinah Dimashq Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; yst edition, y¢\v H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri],

vol. £y, p. ¥ev, footnote v
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - v
al-‘TIlmiyyah; ynd edition, yv¢\a H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. v, p. ¥¥a,
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:be pleased with him

Verily, part of what the Prophet, peace be upon him, told me is that the Ummah*
(would soon betray me after him.”(

‘Then, he declares

Sl s oyl [i1a

(This hadith has a sahih chain.(v

-And Imam al-Dhahabi «. v¢A H) concurs
@M

(Sahih

-Al-Hakim has documented a further shahid

MTJUAA::’J@&.MAU”W“LAODMTMTUAJ;;*’T&"'Tdéﬁ”&ﬂﬁ
:Narrated Hayyan al-Asadi

I heard ‘Ali saying: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said to me: “Verily, the
Ummah will soon betray you after me; and you will live upon my religion, and you will
be killed upon my Sunnah. Whoever loves you loves me, and whoever hates you hates
me. Verily, this will soon be painted from this”, he meant: his beard will be drained

(with blood) from his head.(s

-Al-Hakim declares
@M
(Sahiho

-Al-Dhahabi has the same verdict too
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(Sahihe

Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani has provided details of the sanad of this riwayah in his
Itihaf

O&c)}izi&i&fddﬁwcy}\@&ﬁhjcckds&jwd{Awtjcg;alﬁ-driﬁJ\Lﬁc.léébJ\gLoﬁiLﬁ

s
A A

Abu ‘Ali al-Hafiz — al-Haytham b. Khalaf — Muhammad b. ‘Umar b. Hayyaj — Yahya b.
‘Abd al-Rahman — Yunus b. Abi Yafur — his father — from him (Hayyan al-Asadi) with
at.v

JAs we have seen, both al-Hakim and al-Dhahabi declared it sahih. Obviously

p: \¥Y

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala -1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’IImiyyah; \st edition, vf\y H) [annotator: Mustafa
‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata],vol. ¥, p. vo:, fsv$

Ibid -v

Ibid —»

Ibid, vol. ¥, p. vov, £sA5 —¢

Ibid -»

Ibid -#

Abu al-Fadhl Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Itihaf al- -v
Maharat (Madinah al-Munawwarah: Markaz Khidmah al-Sunnah wa al-Sirah al-
Nabawiyyah; st edition, v¢1o H), vol. vy, p. vag, v¢. £, Al-Hafiz has cited Mustadrak of
al-Hakim as his source for the chain, immediately after quoting the hadith, verbatim
as above. In modern editions of Mustadrak, the sanad is missing. It is most likely that
al-Hafiz had access to a extinct manuscript of Mustadrak which contained the full
chain. Al-Hafiz too made a scribal error in copying the name of Hayyan al-Asadi. He
has misspelt his name as Aban al-Asadi
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it provides additional strength to the other chains of the riwayah. It is our firm belief,
anyway, that the combined force of the three asanid leaves absolutely no doubt
about the authenticity of the report. Even al-Shahri, despite his extreme bias, is

:unable to escape the fact in his final conclusion about the hadith

o ) Cpu Lyt lne oyl ) el oS o e Gy b ST )l im0 e

That the hadith is dha’if by looking at each chain individually; however, by looking at
the two chains together (.e. those of Tha’labah b. Yazid and Abu Idris al-Awdi), then
(the hadith is hasan li ghayrihi.(1

The Messenger of Allah prophesied that “the Ummah” would betray Amir al-Muminin
‘Ali b. Abi Talib after him. The word “Ummah” was generalized by him. So, he was
referring to the generality of the Ummah, and not just a small section of it. They would
“betray” his chosen khalifah after his death. Of course, as history confirms, the
generality of the Ummah — including the Sahabah - truly did betray Amir al-Muminin

after the death of the Rasul

Despite that he had explicitty named ‘Ali as his khalifah after him, they became
traitors against the latter and installed a rebel leader in his place. Interestingly, Imam
‘Ali identified both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar as two among the traitors mentioned in the
hadith of the Prophet of Allah. Imam Muslim «. ¥y H) quotes ‘Umar saying to him and

‘Abbas

o A J gy B Lo
P: VFY
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asgalani, al-Matalib al-‘Aliyah bi Zawaid al-Masanid al- -\

Thamaniyyah (Riyadh: Dar al-‘Asimah; st edition, v¢y. H) [annotator: ‘Abd Allah b.
Zafir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Shahri], vol. &, p. #v, vaxy
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When the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, died, Abu Bakr said: “I am the wali
of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.... So both of you (‘Ali and ‘Abbas)
thought him d.e. Abu Bakr) to be a liar, sinful, A TRAITOR and dishonest. And Allah
knows that he was really truthful, pious, rightly-guided and a follower of the truth. Abu
Bakr died and I became the wali of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and
the wali of Abu Bakr. So both of you thought me to be a liar, sinful, A TRAITOR and

«dishonest.(\

(The Sahabah And The Ahl Al-Bayt: Hadith Al-Hawdh (Part (\Y

The Qur’an informs us that we will be in three different categories on the Day of al-
:Qiyamah

05l 0 saldls aoliadl Clows] Lo aolicall Clonsl 5 aasedl Slowsl Lo atecadl Slowsls 830 bl g51 0257

And you will be three kinds. So, Companions of the Right Hand, who will be
Companions of the Right Hand? And Companions of the Left Hand, who will be
(Companions of the Left Hand? And those foremost will be foremost.(

Those who will be in the “foremost” group will be the nearest people to Allah in al-
Jannah¢). All the other members of Paradise will be from the Right

p:\FY

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim Beirut: -\
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqij, vol. v, p. yv¥vs,
WOV
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Hand group(). Our concern in this research are those who will be on the Left Hand.
:Everyone who will enter Hellfire will be from the Companions of the Left Hand

ﬁ;v,wwvaijnw@?prwim}w\gwi,

And Companions of the Left Hand, who will be Companions of the Left Hand? In fierce
(hot wind and boiling water, and shadow of black smoke, neither cool, nor good.(x

And
oo g0 4 pele aeliall Clovol oa LT 15,487 o AUl

And those who disbelieved in Our Verses, they will be Companions of the Left Hand.
(The Fire will be shut over them. (¢

May Allah protect us from ever being among the Companions of the Left Hand

The question here is about the Sahabah: will any of them be from the Companions of
the Left Hand? We ask this because they generally failed to accept the offspring of
the Messenger, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, as khalifahs and supreme guides after him

So, what exactly will the consequence of their flouting of Hadith al-Thagalayn and
Hadith al-Khalifatayn be? Are they really going to suffer any punishment from Allah
?for their disobedience

Furthermore, the Prophet had warned that his Ummah must follow his offspring after
him in order to remain upon the true guidance. Well, the Sahabah did not heed his
?warning. So, did they derail from the Right Path

JImam al-Bukhari . vos H) records the answer
O &l el il 0 gl o i S JB s ol i Al (o el LS

P:Yfo

Qur’an ag:yv-f. -\


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_145_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_145_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_145_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Qur’an ag:¥\-¥f ¥
Qurana.:a-y. -y


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

a8l ool o dloy (ol o 353 JB ol 5 e i o (10T oo 5 e il o 1 Olonsl e S
A w2l e 1505 gl &S a1l Lo ST e ¥ G| Ui € plmnl o b J 506 wie

Ahmad b. Salih — Ibn Wahb — Yunus — Ibn Shihab — Ibn al-Musayyab, who used to
narrate from the Sahabah of the Prophet, peace be upon him, that the Prophet, peace
:be upon him, said

Some men from my Sahabah will come to my Lake-Fount and they will be driven
away from it. So, I will say, “O my Lord, my Sahabaht’ It will be said, “You have no
(knowledge of what they INNOVATED after you: they turned APOSTATES.” (\

This hadith was transmitted by the Sahabah themselves, and it reflects the true
Islamic position on the matter. Many of the Sahabah became “innovators” and
“apostates” after the death of the Messenger of Allah. As a result, they will be
Companions of the Left Hand on the Day of al-Qiyamah, and will thereby be thrown

into Hellfire

One of the Sahabah who spread this bad news about his kind was Anas. Imam Muslim
:d. v#\ H) has his report

o ol B JB Sdomy g o sle Cna JB g Wi linall (s o Olie Wik @l o e (S
533 Lkt I gn s wgnl) 13] (o Lo me dlmy o 2dl e 03,0 JU ol 5 e il Jlo 1 0T ST
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p: \f#
Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- -

Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. s, p. Yf:v, sv1¥¢
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Muhammad b. Hatim — ‘Affan b. Muslim al-Saffar — Wuhayb — ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Suhayb —
:Anas b. Malik

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said, “Some persons from amongst those who kept
me company will meet me at the Lake-Fount. I will see them, and they will be
presented to me. Then, they will be forced away from me. I will say: ‘O my Lord, my
Sahabah! My Sahabah’. It will be said to me: ‘You do not know what they INNOVATED

@fteryou.”(

We will, in the last chapter of this book, identify some of these innovators among the
Sahabah, through sahih Sunni riwayat. Some of these names may severely bother
some of our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah

:Imam al-Bukhari has documented the hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas too, on this matter
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Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim Beirut: -

Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Bagqij, vol. £, p. A+ +,

(Y F (F»


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_147_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

e dl by SO ol wabilis S T dge e 19l ) 055 el o B 4

Muhammad b. Yusuf — Sufyan — al-Mughirah b. al-Nu’'man — Sa’id b. Jubayr — Ibn
‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them both

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “You will be resurrected bare-
footed, naked and uncircumcised.” Then he recited: {As We began the first creation,
We shall repeat it: a promise We have undertaken. Truly, We shall do it} [vy:\+¥]. He
continued: “The first to be dressed will be Ibrahim. Then, some of my Sahabah will be
taken towards the right side AND TOWARDS THE LEFT SIDE. So, I will say: ‘My
Sahabahy It will be said, “THEY HAD BEEN APOSTATES SINCE YOU LEFT THEM. T will
then say as the Righetous Servant, ‘Isa b. Maryam, said: {And I was a witness over
them whilst I lived amongst them. But, when You caused me to die, You were the
Watcher over them, and You are a Witness to all things. If You punish them, they are
Your slaves, and if You forgive them, You, only You, are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise}

7 [[8:)\V=11A

Muhammad b. Yusuf narrated from Abu ‘Abd Allah that Qubaysah said: “They were
those who apostatized during the time of Abu Bakr. So, Abu Bakr, may Allah be
(pleased with him, fought them.”(

Qubaysah, one of the Sunni Imams, identified the apostates among the Sahabah as
only those of them who renounced Islam during the rule of Abu Bakr. Our contention
is

P:YFA
Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- -

Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. ¥, p. yyvy, vysy
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that the apostates truly included, but were far more than just the Ahl al-Riddah. More
details will be provided

Imam Ahmad . y¥\ H) records the testimony of yet another Sahabi
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — ‘Affan — Hammad b. Salamah -
“Ali b. Zayd — al-Hasan — Abu Bakrah

:The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said

Some persons from amongst those who kept me company AND SAW ME will meet me
at the Lake-Fount. They will be presented to me and I will see them. But then, they will
be forced away from me. So, I will say, “O my Lord! My Sahabah! My Sahabaht” It will

(be said, “You do not know what they INNOVATED after you.” (1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

o) s

(Sahih li ghayrihicy

:Al-Bukhari returns again with the riwayah of Abu Hurayrah
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Ahmad b. Shabib

P: Yf4

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -1
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b. Sa’id al-Hinti — my father — Yunus — Ibn Shihab — Sa’id b. al-Musayyab — Abu
:Hurayrah, that he used to say

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: On the Day of al-Qiyamah, a group
from my Sahabah will meet me. But, they will be driven away from the Lake-Fount.
So, I will say, “O my Lord! My Sahabah!” Then, He will say, “You have no knowledge of

(what they INNOVATED after you: they turned APOSTATES.”(\

:Ahmad b. Hanbal has the testimony of yet another Sahabi

Aol o oleadl e o5l ol o s o dil e oy e Il e L sl o Oledew LS T (S il e s
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Sulayman b. Dawud — ‘Abd al-
Rahman b. ‘Abd Allah b. Dinar — Abu Hazim — al-Nu’man b. Abi ‘Ayyash al-Zarqi — Abu
:5a’id al-Khudri

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: “So, I will say, ‘My Sahabah! My Sahabah?” It will
be said, “You do not know what they INNOVATED after you.’ Then I will say, ‘Woe,
(woe to whoever changed after me.” (v

Al-Arnaut says
@M
(Sahih¢

Imam al-Bukhari also documents that of Ibn Mas’ud

wj‘u.c4...941)\w)&‘Mf&\)biWJGoﬂ&J‘fwu&jwdMUA}&&J}&@'J})
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Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. s, p. vf.v, syyy

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -v
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. ¥, p. YA, V1 Yy

Ibid -
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Amr b. ‘Ali — Muhammad b. Ja’far — Shu’bah — al-Mughirah — Abu Wail — ‘Abd Allah,°
:may Allah be pleased with him

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: I will be your predecessor at the Lake-Fount.
Some persons from amongst you will be presented to me. Then they will be forced
away from me. Therefore, I will say, “O my Lord! My Sahabah!” It will be said, “You do

(ot know what they INNOVATED after you.”(\

He was addressing his Sahabah, and clearly stated that the innovators would be
“from amongst” them

:Imam Ahmad documents the report of Hudhayfah as well
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Abd Allah (. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Shurayh b. al-Nu’man -
Hushaym - al-Mughirah — Abu Wail — Ibn Mas’ud AND Husayn — Abu Wail —
:Hudhayfah, both of them {Ibn Mas’ud and Hudhayfah) said

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “I will be your predecessor at the
,Lake-Fount, expecting you. Some persons from amongst you will be presented to me

P: 10

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- -1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. s, p. Yf+ ¥, 5Y. 0
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and I will recognize them. Then, they will be forced away from me. So, I will say, ‘O my
Lord! My Sahabah: My Sahabaht It will be said, “You do not know what they
(INNOVATED after you.”(x

-Al-Arnaut comments
el Jlm s S8 oy S sy s o5l IV 1015l & g ol 1

This hadith has two chains. The first chain is sahih, and the narrators of the second
(chain are thigah trustworthy) narrators of the Sahih.(x

-Ahmad also records
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad)—my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — ‘Abd al-Samad — ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b ¢
:Muslim — Husayn — Abu Wail — Hudhayfah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “Groups of people will meet me at
the Lake-Fount. But, they will be forced away from me. So, I will say, ‘O my Lord, my
Sahabah! O my Lord, my Sahabahy It will be said to me, ‘You do not know what they

(INNOVATED after you.””

-Al-Arnaut comments
i
(A sahih hadith

Imam al-Haythami . A-v H) copies the hadith of another prominent Sahabi
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Narrated Abu
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -\
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. o, p. vax, yrvas

Ibid -v

Ibid, vol. o, p. ¥AA, YY¥YA -

Ibid -¢
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:Mas’ud, from the Prophet, peace be upon him

Some persons from my Sahabah will be presented to me. When I see them, they will
be forced away from me. So, I will say, “My Sahabah!” Then it will be said, “You do not
(know what they INNOVATED after you.”(

:Al-Haythami says

el by dllr s Sl all oy

(Al-Tabarani recorded it and its narrators are narrators of the Sahih.«x

:Imam Ahmad has not relented yet
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Qutaybah b. Sa’id — Ya’qub b.°
:‘Abd al-Rahman — Abu Hazim — Sahl

I heard the Prophet, peace be upon him, saying: “I will be your predecessor at the
Lake-Fount, and whoever will pass by there, he will drink from it and whoever will
drink from it, he will never again be thirsty. Groups of people will meet me. I will
recognize them and they will recognize me.Then, a barrier will be placed between me

”.and them

Abu Hazim

p: \ov

Nur al-Din “Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Majma’ al-Zawaid (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; v¢yy -y
H), vol.\+, pp. #5Y-55%, \A¥VY
Ibid -v
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said: al-Nu’man b. Abi ‘Ayyash heard me while I was narrating this hadith to them and
said. “Did you hear this from Sahl?” I said, “Yes.” He said, “I bear witness that I heard
Abu Sa’id al-Khudri adding @s part of the hadith): “I will say: ‘They are from me’. It will
be said, ‘You do not know what they did after you.’ I will say, ‘Woe to those who

(changed after me.”(\

-Al-Arnaut declares

et b s e s 03l
(ts chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs .«x

:Imam Muslim returns again
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Ibn Abi ‘Umar — Yahya b. Salim — Ibn Khaytham — ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Ubayd Allah b. Abi
:Mulaykah — ‘Aishah

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying while he was in front of his
Sahabah: “I will be at the Lake-Fount, expecting whosoever from amongst you will
meet me. By Allah, some persons will be cut away from me, and I will, as a result say
‘O my Lord! From me, and from my Ummah. He will say, ‘You do not know what they

did after you. They did not cease to

p:of

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -\
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. o, p. ¥rv, Yyavy
Ibid -v
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(turn back upon their heels.”

:And al-Bukhari caps it with the report of her sister
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Sa’id b. Abi Maryam — Nafi’ b. ‘Umar — Ibn Abi Mulaykah - Asma b. Abi Bakr, may Allah
-be pleased with them both

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: “I will be at the Lake-Fount expecting whoever
will meet me from amongst you. Some people will be taken away from me. So, I will
say, “They are from me, and from my Ummah . It will be said, “Do you know what they

» did after you? By Allaht They did not cease to turn back upon their heels

As a result of this hadith) Ibn Abi Mulaykah used to say: “O Allah, we seeks refuge
(with You from turning back on our heels or facing trials in our religion” (v

‘With this, the ahadith have been narrated by, at least, the following Sahabah
Anas b. Malik .\

Ibn ‘Abbas v

Abu Bakrah ¥

Abu Hurayrah ¥

Abu Sa’id al-Khudri .»

Abd Allah b. Mas’ud‘ .5

Hudhayfah v

Abu Mas’ud A
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Sahl 4

Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah ..

Asma b. Abi Bakr .1y

So, the tawattur of this matter

P: V00

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim Beirut: -\
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Bagqi], vol. £, p. 1va¥,
(YYQF (YA

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- -

Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. s, p. Y£+4, ¥y,
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is beyond question

(The Sahabah And The Ahl Al-Bayt: Hadith Al-Hawdh (Part ¥ (\A

As expected, our ‘ulama from the Ahl al-Sunnah have offered various explanations for
Hadith al-Hawdh, some of them deliberately aimed at saving certain famous
:Sahabah. Al-Hafiz . asy H), for instance, states

s o Y oS3 e e Y e eV el e p 5 ) Ll o sl e 5 o el U
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Al-Khattabi said: “None of the Sahabah ever apostatized. It was only a group from the
Bedouin Arabs, among those who had no help in the religion. Therefore, this does not
constitute a blemish on the well-known Sahabah; and his statement usayhabi ¢“my

(Sahabah”) with tasghir points to their small number.

JImam al-Mubarakfuri . yvAy H) also submits
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Al-Qadhi said: “He intended by them those who apostatized among the Bedouin Arabs
who had accepted Islam during his lifetime, like the companions of Musaylamah and
@l-Aswad and their likes.” (v

:He further adds concerning the ahadith
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Al-Nawawi said: “This is part of what the scholars dispute about its meaning,
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:submitting various opinions
...0ne of them is that those intended were the hypocrites and apostates
The second opinion is that those intended

p: Vo8

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqgalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari Beirut: -
Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Taba’ah wa al-Nashr; ynd edition), vol. vy, p. ¥rv

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat -x
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyyah; \st edition, y¢+.
H),vol.4,p. ¢
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were those who lived during the lifetime of the Prophet, peace be upon him, and then
...apostatized after him

The third opinion is that those intended are the major sinners who die upon al-tawhid
(.e. as true Muslims) and the heretics whose heresy does not take them out of
dslam”

Therefore, the various Sunni explanations of the ahadith can be summarized in this
:‘manner

The “Sahabah” mentioned in the reports were the Bedouin Arabs who renounced
Islam during the rule of Abu Bakr. None of the Muhajirun, Ansar or other major
Sahabah were involved or included

Or, rather, those “Sahabah” were the hypocrites and apostates during the lifetime of
.(the Prophet @nd perhaps beyond

Or, those “Sahabah” are actually the “major sinners” and minor heretics of all times

The affected “Sahabah” were “few” because the Messenger, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi,
in some ahadith, called them usayhabi with tasghir

However, looking at the actual ahadith, one must conclude that none of the Sunni
interpretations is accurate. For instance, the reports identify the Sahabah meant as
those “who kept me company and saw me” and “I will recognize them and they will
recognize me”. This rules out the claim that the “Sahabah” in the riwayat are all major

sinners and minor heretics

None of such people in our times, for example, ever saw the Prophet or kept him
company! Yet, those descriptions do not match the Bedouin Arabs either. They were
nomadic people, who wandered in the desert, round about the city of al-Madinah.

Some of them might have

p:\ov
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seen the Messenger of Allah. But, they certainly were not keeping him company in the
city and elsewhere. In fact, the Qur’an distinguishes between them and the people of
:‘Madinah

QN\L}ATuﬂju}aﬁuubc:wunrQ?uM‘g

And among the Bedouin Arabs round about you, some are hypocrites, and so are
(some among the people of al-Madinah.(

-And

a5 gl i Vg ) gy o Vsl OF eV o ol ns astadl oY OIS s

It was not becoming of the people of al-Madinah and the Bedouin Arabs round about
them to remain behind the Messenger of Allah and to prefer their own lives to his
dife.«

Therefore, the Bedouin Arabs lived outside al-Madinah. So, they were unable to keep
company of the Prophet. To do that, they must first settle in the city, which they never
did. Moreover, it was impossible for the Messenger to have personally known many of
them. They lived far away from him. It was even possible that he never, for once, set

his eyes on a lot of them

Yet, the ahadith are clear that he will recognize the affected Sahabah in the
IHereafter

The bottom-line is that the Sahabah who will be driven into Hellfire for their
“innovations” were those who lived with the Rasul in al-Madinah, kept him company,
.and were known personally to him

:Part of what supports our position are these words of Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah
e 3 oo 5l o el o Sl sl S1gb o a5 Jsi e s ade i o Bl J sy Cne
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oS
I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying while he was in front of his

Sahabah: “I will be at the Lake-Fount, expecting whosoever from amongst you will
”.meet me

He was addressing his Sahabah. By default, this took place in al-Madinah, as there is
nothing to suggest otherwise. Then, he declared that those who will be driven away
from the Lake-Fount were from amongst those same Sahabah “in front of” him.
Moreover, al-Bukhari . yo¢ H) documents for us the unmistakable interpretation of a

:senior Sahabi

logie &l o) jle o el dl S 1B anl e ol o Dl e Jmdd o dases Wl OS] o el S
oda L Lo (6,5 ¥ &G (Tl b Ui o el o il s o 5 e ) o (A G ST g5 s

Ahmad b. Ishkab — Muhammad b. Fudhayl — al-‘Ala b. al-Musayyab — his father @l-
:(Musayyab

I met al-Bara b. ‘Azib, may Allah be pleased with them both, and I said,
“Congratulations to you! You kept company of the Prophet, peace be upon him, and
gave him ba’yah under the Tree”. As a result of this, he replied, “O son of my brother,

(you do not know what WE HAVE INNOVATED after him.”(

This is important. It confirms that those Sahabah who kept company of the
Messenger of Allah and gave him ba’yah under the Tree became innovators after him.
The language of al-Bara was general. This shows that the innovations were very

widespread among this category of Sahabah; and they

p:yoa

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- -\
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. £, p. vova, vavy
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were primarily Muhajirun and Ansar! This however does not rule out the fact that
some of them also never deviated from the Qur’an and Sunnah

So, the argument that the “Sahabah” in the Hadith al-Hawdh refers to the Bedouin
Arabs or to anyone in the post-Sahabah era simply cannot hold. The innovators were
from the inhabitants of al-Madinah and so were able to keep company of the Prophet,
and many of them also gave him ba’yah under the Tree of al-Hudaybiyyah. They
were people who saw him, and were amongst the very Sahabah he was addressing
with the ahadith during his lifetime. A key point in the reports is highlighted in this

:riwayah of Abu Sa’id al-Khudri

B 51 1y Tty J 38 JB St 1T Lo (05 Y SO L gl ool J 86 JB (w5 e il Lo 10

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: “So, I will say, ‘My Sahabah! My Sahabahy’ It will
be said, “You do not know what they INNOVATED after you.’ Then I will say, ‘Woe,
(woe to WHOEVER CHANGED after me.” (1

These Sahabah were upon the upright religion throughout the lifetime of the
Messenger, but only “changed” after his death. This indicates that they could not have
been the hypocrites — who were never upon al-Haqq, to begin with(). This theme
prevails throughout the riwayat; and emphasis is laid upon the fact that these

Sahabah will be in Hellfire solely for what they innovated after the Prophet

Their innovations constituted
p:y#.

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -\
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. ¥, p. YA, V1 Yy
See Qur’an f:\ ¥y, a:5v-sA, and FA:S -Y
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apostasy from Islam, as well. Certainly, some bid’ahs are of such seriousness. In
order to apostatize, one must first be upon the true religion. The fact that these
Sahabah became apostates through their bid’ahs after the Messenger shows clearly
that they were within Islam before then. This obviously was not the condition of the

hypocrites

Al-Khattabi attempts to downplay the significance of these revelations about the
:Sahabah

pasde a8 o pradl ool 5 s
his statement usayhabi (“my Sahabah”) with tasghir points to their small number

To him, these heretical “Sahabah” — whom he incorrectly identifies as Bedouin Arabs —
were only few in number. His proof is that the Messenger, in some ahadith, called
them usayhabi, which is truly a reference to a small number of Sahabah. What al-
Khattabi fails to mention, however, is that the Prophet has also called them ashabi
the plural of gawm. Both ashabi (.1 s0) in most of the ahadith, as well as aqwam (_~-1)
are terms that can refer to very large numbers of people. In (.| 5 and agwam ( ;=1

(fact,agwam itself could mean entire “nations” or “races”.(\

The most logical explanation for these different terminologies is that the apostate
Sahabah will be coming to the Messenger of the Lord in groups of various sizes —
(s 1) some very small, some very big. This equally justifies why the word agwam
groups] has been used in some riwayat. As for the small groups, the Prophet will call]

them usayhabi; and he will identify the large groups as ashabi. Imam

p: &y

Hans Wehr, A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic, ed. J. Milton Cowan dthaca, -
New York: Spoken Languages Services; vrd edition, vavs CE), p. A-+; see also Dr. Rohi
Baalbaki, al-Mawrid: A Modern Arabic-English Dictionary Beirut: Dar al-‘IIm i al-

Malayin; vth edition, vaas CE), p. Avv
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al-Bukhari documents a report of Abu Hurayrah, which gives additional strength to
:our submissions
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Ibrahim b. al-Mundhir al-Huzami — Muhammad b. Fulayh — my father — Hilal — ‘Ata b.
:Yasar — Abu Hurayrah

In my dream, a group of persons zumrah) came. Once I recognized them, a man
came between me and them, saying o them), “Let’s go”. I said, “To where?” He
replied, “To Hellfire, I swear by Allahy” I asked, “What is their offence?” He said, “They

"lapostatized after you

Then, another group came, and when I recognized them, a man came between me
and them, saying o them), “Let’s go”. I said, “To where?” He replied, “To Hellfire, I
swear by Allah” I asked, “What is their offence?” He said, “They apostatized after

” you

(I do not see any of them escaping except very few.(
:Commenting on the word used in the hadith, Dr. al-Bagha writes
aslex) o, (

(Zumrah) means a jama’ah.«)

Meanwhile, a jama’ah can refer to

p: ey

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- -\
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; vrd edition, v¢.v H) [annotator: Dr.
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Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. s, p. ve.v, Y10
Ibid -¥
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any group of two people or more. In fact, a group of millions is still only a jama’ah! For
instance, the entire worldwide Sunni population of more than one billion people are a
single jama’ah. This hadith mentions two such groups. However, the use of agqwam
elsewhere confirms that they were more than two. The above report has only (pl51)
cut short the long story. In any case, the terms adopted by the Messenger of Allah
suggest that the overall numbers of apostate Sahabah were great. This seems to be

the message of this part of the hadith too

oo o oo Y] pgrenaling o1 2

I do not see any of them escaping except very few

Was the Prophet saying “I did not see any of the apostates escaping except a few”?
Of course, he never could have said or meant that. Apostates never escape Hellfire in
the Hereafter. They enter it inescapably and burn therein eternally(). The most
obvious meaning of the phrase is that only very few from each group zumrah, gawm)

will be free

Most of each group of Sahabah — whom he knew personally — that will come to the
Lake-Fount will be thrown into Hellfire for blasphemous heresies; and only a tiny
number of each set will be acquitted. This, of course, confirms absolutely that the
overwhelming majority of the Sahabah became first-grade innovators after the death

.of the Messenger

(The Sahabah And The Ahl Al-Bayt: Hadith AlI-Hawdh (Part ¥ (14

Perhaps, it is time to see the faces of some of these heretics. We know

p: Vo

See Quran ¥4, f:38A-184 and s¥:) - -
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already from al-Bara that the Sahabah who gave ba’yah to the Prophet, sallallahu
‘alaihi wa alihi, under the Tree of al-Hudaybiyyah were among them. These, of
course, were the most senior Sahabah — from the Muhajirun, the Ansar and some

.others. Writing about these people, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah . vva H) says

&3°M‘Mﬁﬂng‘w&‘d}“}|ﬁbU‘i"\'s‘ﬁ"a°ﬂbdu‘3£&&@‘fb—33°ﬂbw‘ulv§
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Besides, the Muslims gave ba’yah to him d.e. Abu Bakr) and obeyed him. Those who
gave ba’yah to him were those same who gave ba’yah to the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, under the Tree, and they were the foremost Muhajirun and Ansar
and those who followed them in good deeds. Allah was pleased with them and they
were pleased with Him; and they were people of iman, Hijrah and jihad, and none

refused to give him (.e. Abu Bakr) bay’ah except Sa’d b. ‘Ubadah.

Obviously, Allah was pleased with them generally during the lifetime of the Prophet,
because they had iman and were righteous(y). However, they “changed” after him,
and “innovated” in the religion. These later actions removed the Pleasure of Allah from
them, and cancelled His Promises to them — which were hinged upon their continued

iman and righteousness

p:\#¥

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah -\
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; st edition, y¢.# H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad
Rashad Salim], vol. v, p. fo-

There were a few exceptions though, such as those of them who accused the Rasul -v
of mental illness on the tragic Thursday. But, the vast majority of them remained upon
the truth until after the death of the Prophet
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Meanwhile, we have Sunni reports which also identify some of these Sahabah by
:-name with various other bid’ahs. Imam Muslim . y#y H) records one of them
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Muhammad b. al-Muthanna and Ibn Bashar — Muhammad b. Ja’far — Shu’bah — al-
:Hakam — ‘Amarah b. ‘Umayr — Ibrahim b. Abi Musa — Abu Musa

I used to give fatwas in favour of Hajj al-Tamattu’. So, a person said to me, “Exercise
restraint in delivering some of your fatwas, for you do not know what the Commander
of the Believers has INNOVATED in the Hajj rites during your absence.” I met him
subsequently and asked him and he replied, “I know that the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, and his Sahabah performed it. But, I hate that the married
persons should have intercourse with their wives under the shade of trees, and then

(set out for Hajj with water trickling from their heads.” (v

JImam Ahmad . y¢y H) documents a fuller version
e oo o BTGB e 1B T S e s

p: %o

In the Qur’an, Allah has made His Pleasure and all His promises of Paradise -
conditional upon the steadfastness (stigamah) of the believer upon the Right
Guidance. The moment he slides back, everything he had previously earned goes up
in smoke. See Qur’an fy:x.-ry and fs:v-1¢. Even Prophet Muhammad too was ordered
to be steadfast in his Islam. See Qur’an y\ayy. In recognition of this fact, Allah
commanded him to tell his Ummah that he (Muhammad) too would enter Hellfire if he
slid back. See Qur’an vy, v.:v0 and s4:¥¢-¥v. So, the fact that Allah was once pleased
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with a Sahabi, or that he had promised him Paradise during the lifetime of His
Messenger, is not sufficient. It has to be shown that the Sahabi did not later slide back

from the Right Guidance by innovating bid’ahs or committing grave atrocities
Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim Beirut: -
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. v, p. Aa#,

(\YYY (\ov
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — ‘Abd al-Razzaq — al-Thawri ¢
:Qays b. Muslim — Tariqg b. Shihab — Abu Musa al-Ash’ari

I continued to give fatwas to the people with what the Messenger of Allah, peace be ...
upon him, commanded me (.e. Hajj al-Tamattu’) till he died, then during the time of
Abu Bakr, may Allah the Most High be pleased with him, then during the time of ‘Umar,
may Allah the Most High be pleased with him. Then, while I was standing near the
Black Stone or the Magam, I gave fatwa to the people with that which the Messenger

of Allah, peace be upon him, commanded

p: 15
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me. At that point, a man came to me and whispered to me, saying “Exercise constraint
with your fatwas, for the Commander of the Believers had INNOVATED something in
the Hajj rites.” So, I said, “O people, whomever we gave any fatwa concerning the
Hajj rites, let him wait, for the Commander of the Believers is about to come to you,

».and you should follow him

Umar, may Allah the Most High be pleased with him, then came and I said, “O¢
Commander of the Believers! Did you INNOVATE something in the Hajj rites?” He
replied, “Yes. If we follow the Book of Allah the Almighty, it commands to do al-tamam
(.e. Hajj al-Tamattu’); and if we follow the Sunnah of our Prophet, peace be upon him,

(he, peace be upon him, did not put off ihram till he had sacrificed the animal”

Al-Arnaut says
ol b s e e 03ln]
(ts chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.«x

But, what exactly was this self-confessed “innovation” of ‘Umar in the Hajj rites?
:Imam al-Nasai . v H) records the answer
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Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Shaqgiq — my father — Abu Hamzah — Mutarrif —
Salamah b. Kuhayl—Tawus —Ibn

p:\#v

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -\
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. £, p. vax, yaayy
Ibid -v
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-Abbas*

I heard ‘Umar saying, “I swear by Allah, I forbid you from Hajj al-Tamattu’ while it
certainly is in the Book of Allah and the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
(practised it.” He meant the performance of ‘Umrah during Hajj.(.

:Allamah al-Albani says*

It has a sahih chain¢

Interesting, isn’t it? Allah commands Hajj al-Tamattu’ in His Book, and His Messenger
performed it and also “commanded” his Sahabah with it. But, ‘Umar arrogated to
himself the authority to countermand the Order of his Lord, and to proscribe the
Sunnah of his Prophet! Surprisingly, he personally admitted that his action was an
innovation in the Hajj rites. Yet, he pressed ahead with it. Even more unbelievable was
the instruction of Abu Musa to his followers to abandon the Qur’an and Sunnah in

r?’favour of ‘Umar’s bid’ah

This incident reveals how audacious the senior Sahabah were in trampling upon the
Laws of Allah as they wished. They easily abandoned the Qur’an and Sunnah, just to
satisfy their rulers. People like ‘Umar too saw nothing bad in supplanting the Laws of
Allah with his own “innovations”; and he did not bat an eye-lid doing so. In any case,
our main interest is to establish that ‘Umar was an innovator; and, all praise be to

(Allah, he too personally confirmed that explicitly .«

Another senior Sahabi whose bid’ah became apparent was ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan, the
third Sunni khalifah. After the death of ‘Umar, he carried on the former’s bid’ah, as

Imam Muslim documents

P: A
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Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad b. Shu’ayb al-Nasai, al-Mujtaba min al-Sunan (Halab: -\
Maktab al-Matbu’at al-Islamiyyah; ynd edition, v¢.¢ H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir
al-Din al-Albani], vol. o, p. vov, Yvrs

Ibid -v

The case of ‘Umar seems to be even more serious than that of the Sahabah who -v
will be charged with apostasy at the Lake-Fount. From the look of it, he will be in a
worse category than them. At least, those Sahabah were upon the Qur’an and
Sunnah, and upon the correct iman and tawhid, throughout the lifetime of the
Messenger. They only apostatized through their bid’ahs after his death. By contrast,
there is evidence which casts serious doubts on the iman of ‘Umar b. al-Khattab
during the time of the Prophet. For instance, he was the leader of the group of
Sahabah who accused the Messenger of Allah of “raving madness”. No true believer
would ever do that. Anyway, our Sunni brothers insist that he was a perfect believer
while the Prophet lived. Even then, they cannot deny the fact that he turned an
“innovator” after the death of the Rasul
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Muhammad b. al-Muthanna and Ibn Bashar — Muhammad b. Ja’far — Shu’bah —
:Qatadah - ‘Abd Allah b. Shagiq

Uthman used to forbid Hajj al-Tamattu’ while ‘Ali used to command people to°
perform it. So, as a result, ‘Uthman said something to ‘Ali. Then, ‘Ali said, “You know
that we performed Hajj al-Tamattu’ with the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.”

(He (‘Uthman) replied, “That’s right. But, we were in fear then.”(

What fear exactly was ‘Uthman talking about? There was none when the Prophet and
his Sahabah performed Hajj al-Tamattu’. Even ‘Umar, the original founder of this
bid’ah, did not attempt to bring up such a ridiculous revision of history. Besides, ‘Umar
himself named it an innovation. So, ‘Uthman had no real defence whatsoever. Imam

:Ahmad also records
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Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim Beirut: -\

Dar Thya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Bagqi], vol. v, p. Aa#,
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad)— my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) — Muhammad b. Ja’far — Shu’bah*
— al-Hakam — “Ali b. al-Husayn — Marwan b. al-Hakam

I witnessed ‘Ali and ‘Uthman, may Allah be pleased with them both, between Makkah
and Madinah. ‘Uthman was forbidding (people) from Hajj al-Tamattu’, and from
joining them both (Hajj and ‘Umrah) together (during the Hajj season). When ‘Ali, may
Allah be pleased with him, said that, he took the ihram for both of them d.e. Hajj and
‘Umrah), and said, “Labaik bi ‘Umrah wa Hajj”. So, ‘Uthman, may Allah be pleased with
him, said, “You saw me forbidding the people from it, and yet you are performing it
He (‘Ali) replied, “I will never abandon the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah, peace be

(wpon him, on the word of anyone from mankind.”(

As-salamu ‘alaika ya Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib! Unlike Abu Musa who
abandoned the Sunnah for the “innovation” of ‘Umar, Imam ‘Ali would rather die than
commit such an abomination

Meanwhile, apart from continuing the bid’ah of ‘Umar, ‘Uthman proceed to found his
.own too. Imam Abu Dawud . yvo H) documents his feat

e sl O 0N 0T A 5 o L) ST B Oled pl 58 i 8 b ol LS (ool dnlen oy Ao Ll
e_ysoxsw[wmwj],wﬁ&Tjrpﬂxmduwﬂ\wgwlwxwdu(uwm
I3V anadl s Ol ol Wl 75 Olae

p:v:

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -\
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. v, p. yva, 11r4


file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12540/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_170_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com
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:‘Muhammad b. Salamah al-Muradi — Ibn Wahb — Yunus — Ibn Shihab — al-Saib b. Yazid

The adhan used to be made for the first time when the Imam sat on the pulpit on
Friday during the lifetimes of the Prophet, peace be upon him, Abu Bakr and ‘Umar
[may Allah be pleased with them both]. But, during the khilafah of ‘Uthman, when the
population grew, ‘Uthman ordered a THIRD adhan. So, the adhan was made at al-
Zawra @l-Zawra was a plat near the market of al-Madinah), and the practice became

(established.(\

Al-Albani says

c_’:nﬂ

(Sahih¢

In other words, the first adhan used to be made once the Messenger was seated on
the pulpit during his lifetime. Later, there was a second one — actually the igamah,
:which was also the final. Imam al-Mubarakfuri . yvay H) clarifies further

o Sl el o sl s bl 2 5 o LeadsT 15T ees SO T e sudl gl S OISV LS aedls
Y1y o) O3YI 13V sty I OBV S o5 daib GBIV page (b OIS oDLall 4sli]

The meaning of the statement “the adhan during the time of the Prophet, and the
time of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, used to be two adhans”: one of them was when the
Imam came out (nto the mosque) and sat down on the pulpit, and the second was
during the igamah of the Salat. During their times, the adhans were only two, and

there was no third one; and what

p: Wy

Abu Dawud Sulayman b. al-Ash’ath al-Sijistani al-Azdi, Sunan Dar al-Fikr)-
[@annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani], vol. v, p. vay, \-Av
Ibid -¥
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(was intended by the two adhans were the real adhan and the igamah.a

This was the correct Sunnah. But, ‘Uthman ordered a “third” adhan, which was made
near the marketplace. It was also called the “first adhan”, because it was placed
-before original adhan. Imam Ibn Khuzaymah . vy H) records

@ba\y;\m}w,ggo\fmosd@,\iﬁC,fqu\ysﬁ;\fgsdid|fcfj:L-:J,nu?dvuoi
sl IV OV el Wl 3G Olete a5 O oo ameadl o 31 s 5 S5 ol o

‘Salam b. Junadah — Waki’ — Ibn Abi Dhaib — al-Zuhri—al-Saib b. Yazid

The adhan during the times of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, Abu Bakr*
and ‘Umar were two adhans on Friday. This remained until the time of ‘Uthman when
(the population grew. So, he ordered the FIRST adhan at al-Zawra.” (v

-Al-Albani comments

=P osliw|

(ts chainis sahih¢

:Al-Mubarakfuri also explains

Sleel &Y Lugin oblie Vg am 1 1ia o bl o oy I 5V 0IBYL Olee ol 55 T ol e &S5 wls) B Ll g6
Vol o 403Nl 013V o Lo Jamr 55" 5Ll s BB oy 1 5o 4655

Al-Hafiz said: In the riwayah of Waki’ from Ibn Abi Dhaib, it is narrated that ““Uthman
ordered the first adhan.” Al-Shafi’i transmitted a similar thing from this route. There is

no contradiction between the two: because it was an addition, it was called the third
@dhan); and because it was made before the adhan and igamah, it was called

p: vy

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat -\
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyyah; \st edition, y¢+.
H),vol. v, p.v4
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Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Khuzaymah al-Sulami al-Naysaburi, Sahih Beirut: -¥
al-Maktab al-Islami; yva. H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and Dr.
Muhammad Mustafa al-A’zami], vol. ¥, p. yrv, yvv¥f

Ibid -
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(the first @dhan).(

Meanwhile, some top ‘ulama of the Ahl al-Sunnah have identified ‘Uthman’s new
adhan as an “innovation”. Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah d. y» H) documents one such
testimony

ss ) e 43T Oleze e sall el Dot oYl @,;wou‘y\ OLS JB sl e 3 e ade ol B>
:Ibn ‘Ulayyah —Burd

Al-Zuhri said, “The adhan used to be made when the Imam came out (nto the
mosque). But, the Commander of the Believers ‘Uthman INNOVATED the third adhan
(which was made at al-Zawra to gather the people.«x

Al-Hafiz . aoy H) says about the first narrator

Ll 4 ade ol Oop el s el 2 ol oY se oW e oy ol o feolon]

Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Migsam al-Asadi, their freed slave, Abu Bishr al-Basri, well-known
@s Ibn ‘Ulayyah: Thigah rustworthy), a hadith scientist.«¢

:And concerning the main narrator, he further states

DAL o) Bodkee o B (Jse 0 padl b5 el DA sl Ol sy

Burd b. Sinan, Abu al-‘Ala al-Dimashqi, he resided in Basra, freed slave of Quraysh:
(Sadugq (very truthful), he was accused of believing in fatalism.c¢

So, the sanad is hasan. Al-Zuhri himself was a grand Sunni Imam, as testified by
:(Imam al-Dhahabi d. v¢A H
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Ibid -\

Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi‘ -v
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-
Fikr; st edition, v¢.4 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. v, p. fA, ¢

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqgrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - v
al-‘Ilmiyyah; vnd edition, y¢vo H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. v, p. 4.,
F\V

Ibid, vol. v, p. yy¥, so¢ —f


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com
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Muhammad b. Muslim b. ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah b. Shihab b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Harith b.
Zuhrah b. Kilab b. Murrah b. Ka’b b. Luayy b. Ghalib, the Imam of knowledge, the
hadith master of his time, Abu Bakr, al-Qurshi, al-Zuhri, al-Madani, he lived in Syria.
He narrated a few things from Ibn ‘Umar and Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah. So, it is possible that

(he heard from them both, and that he saw Abu Hurayrah and others.(\

.This huge Imam named ‘Uthman’s action an innovation

:Besides, Ibn Abi Shaybah has an even more important athar for us
ey dmezdl g gy SV OBV UG ee ol e U o A oy plin L I s LS
:Shubabah — Hisham b. al-Ghaz — Nafi’ — Ibn ‘Umar

(The first adhan on Friday is a bid’ah.” (v«

:Al-Hafiz says about the first narrator

sl sV ey bl 4 o)1 o (Jge Ols e ol OIS Uy Ol 5 o abol I g o L

Shubabah b. Sawar al-Madaini, his origin was Khurasan. It is said that his (real) name
was Marwan, freed slave of Banu Fazarah: Thigah trustworthy), a hadith scientist,
(@ccused of believing in al-irja.«

‘What about the second? Al-Hafiz submits

A 3llhy 5 hadl deens Lackay sl 0 3y ool s 5l dmy o S plia

Hisham b. al-Ghaz al-Jurashi al-Dimashqgi, he lived in Baghdad: Thigah
(trustworthy).(¢

:The last narrator is like that too, according to al-Hafiz
23t s S 4 pas ol I go Goball ke sl

Nafi’, Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Madani, freed slave of Ibn ‘Umar: Thigah trustworthy), thabt
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(@ccurate), a well-known jurist.
JAs such

P: ¥

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala -1
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; y¢yv H) [annotator of the fifth volume: Shu’ayb al-
Arnaut],vol. s, p.¥ys, 14

Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi‘ -¥
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-
Fikr; vst edition, v¢.4 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham, vol. v, p. A, ¥

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tagrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - »
al-‘Ilmiyyah; ynd edition, y¢\o H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. \, p. £+,
YVF)

Ibid, vol. v, p. P. ysA, vrvy —f

Ibid, vol. v, p. yra, vy -
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the chain is sahih. Ibn ‘Umar, a prominent Sahabi, described ‘Uthman’s new adhan as
a bid’ah

:Ibn Abi Shaybah has recorded a mutaba’ah as well
ey oe ool JB U anamdl o gy SV OIBYI e pme ol (S ge Ll Il S 51 o Wi U6 a8 W
‘Waki’ — Ibn al-Ghaz

I asked Naf?’, the freed slave of Ibn ‘Umar, about the first adhan on Friday. He replied,
¢“Ibn ‘Umar said: ‘Itis a bid’ah™.(\

:The only new name here is Waki, and this is what al-Hafiz says about him

bl L3l 4 35S Ol g ctlagn o5 05y ol Il oy gl M ke o 2l o 1S
Waki’ b. al-Jarah b. Malih al-Ruwasi, Abu Sufyan al-Kufi: Thigah trustworthy), a hadith
(scientist, a devout worshipper of Allah.(x

S0, this chain too is sahih

:However, al-Mubarakfuri thinks he has a defence for ‘Uthman

LSV o o S5 U 058G 0 Jramomsd a0y ameandl 3 S5V OBV I s ool 3 b o b o 0l (5505
L 080 Lo Lz ST to iy (a0 (3 0S5 I bo ST oy e il o il a5 (3 oSG T il ez
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Ibn Abi Shaybah recorded through the route of Ibn ‘Umar that he said, “The first
adhan on Friday is a bid’ah.” It is possible that he said that to express disapproval, and
it is possible that he intended that it did not exist during the time of the Prophet, peace

be upon him, and whatsoever did

p:vo

Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi‘ -\
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-
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Fikr; vst edition, v¢.4 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham, vol. v, p. A, v
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tagrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - v
al-‘IImiyyah; vnd edition, yf1o H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. v, p. pp.

YAY-YAY, V¥F)
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not exist during his time is called a bid’ah. However, some of them (.e. the bid’ahs) are
good and some are not. And it is clear from the previous discussion that ‘Uthman
(INNOVATED it to announce the arrival of the time of the Salat to the people.(x

So, it was after all only a “good” bid’ah, a “good” innovation. Really?! But, how can that
be, considering these words of the Messenger of Allah, documented by Imam al-
:Nasai

The worst of the (religious) affairs are their innovations, and every innovation is a
(bid’ah, and every bid’ah is misguidance, and every misguidance is in the Fire (v

Al-Albani says
g
(Sahih

Uthman’s invention was an “innovation” and a “bid’ah”. It was therefore a‘
“misguidance”, which led its inventor and followers into the Fire

Meanwhile, another innovator among the Sahabah was also Mu’awiyah b. Abi Sufyan.
Imam al-Mubarakfuri confirms

Q,w%g\@so\mabiOﬁdjgjuw\&\f@,w>ugw\g@&i o S0

Ibn Abi Shaybah recorded in al-Musannaf with a sahih chain from Ibn al-Musayyab
that he said: “The first to INNOVATE the azan during the ‘Eid (prayers) was
(Mu’awiyah.” (¢

His comrade-in-arms against Imam ‘Ali was an innovator too. Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah
.documents her testimony
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:Abu Usamah —Isma’il b. Abi Khalid — Qays
,When she was about to die

P:\v#

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat -\
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘TImiyyah; \st edition, y¢+.
H),vol. v, p.f.

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad b. Shu’ayb al-Nasai, al-Mujtaba min al-Sunan (Halab: -v
Maktab Matbu’at al-Islamiyyah; vnd edition, v¢.¢ H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-
Din al-Albani], vol. v, p. \AA, YovA

Ibid —»

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat -¢
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyyah; \st edition, y¢+.
H),vol. v, p. ¢
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Aishah said, “Bury me with the wives of the Prophet, peace be upon him, for I had*
(INNOVATED after him.”(x

-And

S5 el ade (I 55T me g gl 1o I L5 e L aiile I 1B o o Jolens] B> JB wold T s

L oy Cids| oS
:Abu Usamah —Isma’il — Qays

When she was about to die, ‘Aishah said, “Bury me with the wives of the Prophet,
(peace be upon him, for I had INNOVATED a heresy after him.”(x

:Al-Hafiz says about the first narrator
b S o Do 0 5 OISy ol Ly S 4 S sete alal T 3 SU1 oY e 2 EN el oy sl

Hammad b. Usamah al-Qurshi, their freed slave, al-Kufi, Abu Usamah, well-known
with his kunya: Thigah rustworthy), accurate, perhaps did tadlis. During the end of
(his life, he used to narrate from the books of others.«

His probable tadlis is inconsequential here, as he has narrated with explicit tahdith. He
stated that he literally heard the athar from the mouth of Isma’il. Concerning Isma’il
‘himself, al-Hafiz states

S 4 ol eaV g eVl T oy el

Isma’il b. Abi Khalid al-Ahmasi, their freed slave, al-Bajali: Thigah trustworthy),
(accurate.(r

:And finally, he has this verdict about the last narrator
B B S A de pl el 5l o 0 b
(Qays b. Abi Hazim al-Bajali, Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Kufi: Thigah ¢rustworthy).@

:Therefore, the report is perfectly sahih. Imam al-Hakim «. £-* H) also records
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p: vy

Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi‘ -\
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-
Fikr; st edition, v¢.4 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. v, p. yr., ¥

Ibid, vol. A, p.v:A, 5 ¥

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tagrib al-Tahdhib Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - v
al-‘Ilmiyyah; vnd edition, v¢vo H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. v, pp. yvs-
YYV, VFAY

Ibid, vol.y, p. ar, frq -

Ibid, vol. v, p. ¥y, soAr -o
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Abu al-‘Abbas Muhammad b. Ya’qub — Abu al-Bahtari ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b.
:Bishr al-‘Abdi — Isma’il b. Abi Khalid — Qays b. Abi Hazim

Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her - and she used to tell herself to be buried in her*
house with the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and Abu Bakr - said: “I
INNOVATED a heresy after the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, Bury me with

(his wives.” So, she was buried at al-Bagi’.(\

:Al-Hakim comments

il b o e s Sy do- s

(This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.«x
-And, Imam al-Dhahabi concurs with him

ey I L5 e

(Upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim ¢

Obviously, the list of innovations and bid’ahs by various Sahabah, including some of
their most senior, is endless. We have merely quoted a very tiny number of examples
in order to prevent our book from getting too big. Moreover, we believe that the few

.examples we have given have sufficiently served our purpose

One of the truly incredible fallacies we experience from some of our Sunni brothers is
how they quote the athar below — from Musnad Ahmad — in “retaliation” when we
show them some of the aforementioned Sunni ahadith about the innovations of the

wvarious Sahabah

oy (g oay (e Al e
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala -
al-Sahihayn Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-"IImiyyah; yst edition, yv¢\y H) [annotator: Mustafa
‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata],vol. £, p.v, sviv

Ibid -¥

Ibid -
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — Wahb b. Bagiyyah al-Wasiti — Khalid b. ‘Abd Allah — Husayn —*
:al-Musayyab b. ‘Abd Khayr — his father

Ali stood and said, “The best of this Ummah after its Prophet are Abu Bakr and ‘Umar
And we have innovated heresies after them. Allah the Most High will decide
(concerning them (.e. the heresies) whatever He wills.”(\

-Al-Arnaut comments
=P "’t'“‘l
(Its chain is sahih.«x

‘We also read

W ae il oy Jo JBJB Lo de e dedle p i e dilge o 5 (gl dol b pu ol Sdo 4 e s
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) — Abu Bahr ‘Abd al-Wahid al-Basri — Abu ‘Awanah — Khalid b.°
‘Algamah — ‘Abd Khayr

Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, after finishing with the people of Basra, said:*
“Verily, the best of this Ummah after its Prophet, peace be upon him, is Abu Bakr, and
after Abu Bakr it is ‘Umar. And we have innovated heresies, concerning which Allah

(will do whatever He wills.” (¢

Al-Arnaut again says
c:?r..p oJ\.’..wl
(ts chainis sahih.(¢

The apparent aim of quoting these reports is to “prove” that Amir al-Muminin too was
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also an innovator
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) -\
[@annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. v, p. 1o, avsand vol. v, p. 1vd, V- vy

Ibid -v

Ibid,vol. v, p. yya, vy -y
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But, who exactly are these people attempting to convince? Is it their Sunni brethren or
the Shi’ah? If it is the Shi’ah, then their case is absolutely hopeless. The author of the
(book, Ahmad b. Hanbal, is majhul al-hal according to Shi’i rijal

Therefore, everything in his entire book is dha’if by default, from the sanad point of
view. His son too, the transmitter of the athar, is muhmal untraceable), with no entry
in our rijal books.«v) ‘Abd al-Khayr, main narrator, is majhul as wellx). The various
other narrators in the two chains of the report are equally dha’if. So, it is extremely

.dha’if, in fact mawdu’ (fabricated). No wonder, Grand Ayatullah al-Tustari says

o3 S il s e eV odn o DTV R Lo e il 00 s i o el 0 i gl JB5 (a0l 0
@Puwjﬁi.bY)

Then, al-Dhahabi quoted their report from him, from al-Musayyab b. ‘Abd Khayr, from
his father, that he heard °Ali saying: “Verily, the best of this Ummah after its Prophet
are Abu Bakr and ‘Umar” There is NO doubt that they fabricated it and attributed it to

(him ¢

So, by Shi’i rijali standards, the riwayah is mawdu’ (fabricated), and therefore is
completely worthless to or against the Shi’ah

But then, it is equally weak by Sunni standards. It contradicts Hadith al-Thaqgalayn,
Hadith al-Khalifatayn and a lot of other sahih ahadith®). Meanwhile, Hadith al-
Thagalayn alone — with its several, distinct sahih and hasan chains - is far more

authentic thanit. As

P: A

Muhammad al-Jawabhiri, al-Mufid min Mu’jam al-Rijal al-Hadith (Qum: Manshurat -\
Maktabah al-Mahalati; ynd edition, vevs H), p. £, Ad0

Ali al-Namazi al-Shahrudi, Mustadrakat ‘Ilm Rijal al-Hadith (Tehran: Haydari; \st* -v
edition, vey¢r H), vol. ¥, p. fve, A+ ¥y

Muhammad al-Jawahiri, al-Mufid min Mu’jam al-Rijal al-Hadith (Qum: Manshurat -
Maktabah al-Mahalati; ynd edition, yv¢ys H), p. v 5, sv.f
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Muhammad Taqi al-Tustari, Qamus al-Rijal (Qum: Muasassat al-Nashr al-Islami; -¥
vst edition, veyy H), vol. vy, p. 150, Asoy

We have investigated a lot of them in both our previous books: ‘Ali: The Best of the -»
Sahabah and On the Khilafah of ‘Ali over Abu Bakr
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such, the athar of ‘Abd Khayr above has a munkar (repugnant) matn text) on account
of its inconsistency with a more reliable report, and is therefore dha’if

Besides, it is authentically narrated in Sahih Muslim — as we have already quoted in
this book — that ‘Ali considered both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar to be dishonest liars and
traitors

How then would he have declared such people to be the best of this Ummah? Amir al-
Muminin was far more reasonable than that

In all, we see that the warning of our dear Prophet — that following the Ahl al-Bayt
prevents from misguidance — has full merit. Those Sahabah who refused to obey
Hadith al-Thagalayn later deviated from the Right Path, and became innovators. If
they had chosen the offspring of Muhammad as their masters and supreme guides
after him, they certainly would have remained upon the Kitab and the Sunnah, in line
with the assurance in Hadith al-Thagalayn. We too should learn from this costly

mistake of the Sahabah, and set straight our Path to Allah till death
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In the name of Allah

5 AL i A, el
?Are those who know equal to those who do not know
al-Zumar: 4

Introduction

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan, from v..v, under the authority of
Ayatollah Haj SayyedHasanFagihImami (God blesses his soul), by sincere and daily
efforts of university and seminary elites and sophisticated groups began its activities
inreligious, cultural and scientific fields

:Manifesto

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan in order to facilitate and
accelerate the accessibility of researchers to the books and tools of research, in the
field of Islamic science, and regarding the multiplicity and dispersion of active centers
in this field

and numerous and inaccessible sources by a mere scientific intention and far from
any kind of social, political, tribal and personal prejudices and currents, based on
performing a project in the shape of (management of produced and published works
from all Shia centers) tries to provide a rich and free collection of books and research
papers for the experts, and helpful contents and discussions for the educated
generation and all classes of people interested in reading, with various formats in the
.Cyberspace

:Our Goals are

(propagating the culture and teachings of Thagalayn (Quran and Ahlulbayt p.b.u.t-
encouraging the populace particularly the youth in investigating the religious issues-
replacing useful contents with useless ones in the cellphones, tablets and computers-
providing services for seminary and university researchers-

spreading culture study in the publich-
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paving the way for the publications and authors to digitize their works-

:Policies

acting according to the legal licenses-

relationship with similar centers-

avoiding parallel working-

merely presenting scientific contents-

mentioning the sources-

It’s obvious that all the responsibilities are due to the author

:Other activities of the institute

Publication of books, booklets and other editions-

Holding book reading competitions-

Producing virtual, three dimensional exhibitions, panoramas of religious and tourism-
places

Producing animations, computer games and etc-

Launching the website with this address: www.ghaemiyeh.com-

Fabricatingdramatic and speech works-

Launching the system of answering religious, ethical and doctrinal questions-
Designing systems of accounting, media and mobile, automatic and handy systems.-
web kiosks

Holding virtual educational courses for the public-

Holding virtual teacher-training courses-

Producing thousands of research software in three languages (Persian, Arabic and-
English) which can be performed in computers, tablets and cellphones and available
and downloadable with eight international formats: JAVA, ANDROID, EPUB, CHM, PDF,
HTML, CHM, GHB on the website

Also producing four markets named “Ghaemiyeh Book Market” with Android, IOS,-
WINDOWS PHONE and WINDOWS editions

:Appreciation

We would appreciate the centers, institutes, publications, authors and all honorable
friends who contributed their help and data to us to reach the holy goal we follow
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:Address of the central office

Isfahan, Abdorazaq St, Haj Mohammad JafarAbadei Alley, Shahid Mohammad
HasanTavakkoly Alley, Number plate vy, first floor

Website: www .ghbook.ir

Email: Info@ghbook.ir

Central office Tel: . ¥yrfra.1yo

v\ _Tehran Tel: maryavyy

Commerce and sale: »a\¥y...1.4

Users’ affairs: +ay¥y...1.4

Introduction of the Center — Ghaemiyeh Digital Library
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For Getting Other Professional Libraries,
refer to the Center Address Please:

www.Ghaemiyeh.com
www.Ghaemiyeh.net
www.Ghaemiyeh.org

wwwiGhaemiyeh. i
For Order, Connect us:

0913 2000 109
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