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.of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Introduction

Before entering into discussion on the subject, I would like, to refer to two points. The
first relates to our conviction that Islam is concerned with politics and has laid down
the principles of establishing a State and governmental institutions and has legislated
rules and laws pertaining to social life. Of course, this is already an accepted fact, and

.here we cannot substantiate it in detail

The second

p: 1
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point: Islamic government is based on a particular ideology and faith and is aimed to
attain certain objectives made obligatory by God. The legitimate Islamic ruler and all
officers of such a State are not free to choose and pursue any line in internal and
external policy according to their convenience. They have to follow the rules laid down

.in the revelation and have to work in that framework

In other words, firstly, they have to learn what Islam expects from them, and then
they should translate the Islamic teachings into action for attaining the Divine

.objectives. At this stage they make use of the guide lines of the Shari'ah

It is also to be kept in mind that they do not enjoy absolute freedom in reaching the
desired targets; they should not violate, in any way, the Shari'ah. For instance, in the
sphere of external policy, at the very outset it is to be ascertained if we have some
responsibility towards the peoples of all countries, and whether Islam demands from

.us something in this respect

Whether, as an Islamic Republic, we have Islamic interests in and commitments
towards all other countries. If so, what should be our target? We should be aware of
our aim in having relations with other countries, so that we may know. whether to
maintain relations with a particular country or not. Keeping these points in view, we

.have to discuss some relevant issues and then arrive at the main subject

The Universality of Islam

point

The Prophet (S) of Islam was sent

p: 2
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for all peoples of the world, and his Shari `ah was universal. It was not meant for a
particular race or nation or any specific linguistic or regional group. The Qur’an

:declares

هَِّللاِـب اوُنِمآفـَ  تُیمُِیوَ �  یِیحُْی  وَهُ  اَّلإِ  َلإِ 
�

هَ اَـل  ضِرْأَْـلاوَ �  تِاوَامـََّسلا  کُْـلُم  هَُل  يذَِّلا  اعـًیمِجَ  مْکُْیَلإِ  هَِّللا  لُوسُرَ  یِّنإِ  سُاَّنلا  اهـَُّیأَ  ایـَ  لُْـق 
نَودُتَهَْت مْکَُّلعََل  هُوعُِبَّتاوَ  هِِتامَِلکَوَ  هَِّللاِب  نُِمؤُْی  يذَِّلا  ِّیِّمأُْلا  ِّیِبَّنلا  هِِلوسُرَوَ 

Say: `O people! Surely I am the Apostle of Allah to you all, of Him Whose is the“
kingdom of heavens arid the earth; there is no god but He; He brings to life and
causes to die; therefore, believe in Allah and His Apostle, the ummi prophet who
believes in Allah and His words, and follow him so that you may walk on the right

(path.'” (7:158

نَومُلَْعیَ اَل  سِاَّنلا  رَثَکْأَ  َلوَ 
�

َّنکِ ارًیذَِنوَ  ارًیشَِب  سِاَّنلِّل  هًَّفاکَ  اَّلإِ  كَانَْلسَرْأَ  امَوَ 

And We have not sent you but to all men, as a bearer o f good news and as a warner,“
(but most men do not know.” (34:28

These two verses clearly state that the Prophet (S) was sent to guide the whole
humanity and was designated as a bearer of good tidings (bashir) and as a Warner
(nadhir) as well. In some verses, it is said that Islam is a Din for the whole world, and

:shall ultimately prevail over all other religions. The Qur’an declares

نَوکُرِشْمُْلا هَرِکَ  وَْلوَ  هِِّلکُ  نِیِّدلا  یلَعَ  هُرَهِظُْیِل  ِّقحَْلا  نِیدِوَ  �يدَهُْلاِب  هَُلوسُرَ  لَسَرْأَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُ 

He it is who sent His Apostle with guidance and“

p: 3
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the religion of the Truth, that He may cause it to prevail over all religions, though the
(polytheists may be averse.” (9:33

:And it further says

ادًیهِشَ هَِّللاِب  �یفَکَوَ  هِِّلکُ �  نِیِّدلا  یلَعَ  هُرَهِظُْیِل  ِّقحَْلا  نِیدِوَ  �يدَهُْلاِب  هَُلوسُرَ  لَسَرْأَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُ 

He it is who sent His Apostle with the guidance and the religion of the Truth that He “
(may make it prevail over all the religions; and Allah is enough for a witness.” (48:28

In some verses God promised to ultimately entrust the believers with the job of ruling
the earth and that power would fall into the hands of Islam. The Qur’an makes this

:promise in these words

يذَِّلا مُهُنَیدِ  مْهَُل  َّننَِّکمَُیَلوَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلا  فَلَخْتَسـْا  امَکَ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  مْهَُّنفَِلخْتَسـْیََل  تِاحـَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  مْکُنِم  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  دَعـَوَ 
نَوقُسِافَْلا مُهُ  َلوأُفَ 

�
کَِئ ذَ 

�
کَِل دَْعَب  رَفَکَ  نمَوَ  ائًْیشَ �  یِب  نَوکُرِشُْی  اَل  یِنَنودُُبْعیَ  انًْمأَ �  مْهِِفوْخَ  دِْعَب  نِّم  مهَُّنَلِّدبَُیَلوَ  مْهَُل  �یضََترْا 

Allah has promised those of you who believe and do good that He will most certainly“
make them rulers in the earth, as He made rulers those before them, and that He will
most certainly establish for them their religion which He has chosen for them, and
that He will most certainly, after their fear, give them security in exchange. They shall
serve Me, not associating anything with Me; and whoever is ungrateful after

(this those are the transgressors.” (24:55

:It is again asserted

نَیِثرِاوَْلا مُهُلَعَجَْنوَ  هًَّمِئأَ  مْهُلَعَجَْنوَ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  اوفُعِضُْتسْا  نَیذَِّلا  یلَعَ  َّنمَُّن  نأَ  دُیرُِنوَ 

And We desire to favour those who were oppressed in the earth, and to“

p: 4
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(make them the imams, and to make them the heirs.” (28:5

These verses indicate that a bright future awaits the true believers and the righteous,
who would rule the world, and Islam would be the ruling force. The believers would be

.free of fear in the matter of worship and polytheism would be uprooted completely

Dissemination of Islamic Teachings

Of course, Islam did not and cannot spread on its own, it requires effective
propagation and armed struggle (jihad). This responsibility was entrusted to the

:Prophet (S) and he strived to fulfil it to his best. God, in the Qur’an, says

نُسَحْأَ یَهِ  یِتَّلاِب  مهُْلدِاجَوَ  هِنَسَحَْلا �  هِظَعِوْمَْلاوَ  هِمَکْحِْلاِب  کَِّبرَ  لِیِبسَ  �یَلإِ  عُدْا 

Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and goodly exhortation, and debate with“
(them in the best manner ....” (16:125

مْهُءَاوَهْأَ عِْبَّتَت  اَلوَ  تَرِْمأُ �  امَکَ  مْقِتَسْاوَ  عُدْافَ �  ذَِلفَ 
�

کَِل

To this (the Islamic message) then go on inviting, and be as steadfast as you were “
(commanded, and do not follow their caprices ....” (42:15

According to these verses, the Prophet (S) is asked to invite people to embrace Islam
with wise and appropriate methods of persuasion. Even in polemical debates he is
advised to observe the best manners. In fulfilling this great responsibility he should be

:firm and not yield to the people's desires. The Qur’an says

سِاَّنلا نَِم  کَمُصِْعیَ  هَُّللاوَ  هُتََلاسَرِ �  تَْغَّلَب  امَفَ  لْعَْفَت  مَّْل  نإِوَ  کَِّبَّر �  نِم  کَْیَلإِ  لَزِنأُ  امَ  غِّْلَب  لُوسَُّرلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O Apostle, deliver what has been revealed to you from your Lord; and if you do it not,“
then you

p: 5
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(have not delivered His message, and Allah will protect you from the people ....” (5:67

رْجُهْافَ زَجُّْرلاوَ  رِّْهطَفَ  کََبایَِثوَ  رِّْبکَفَ  کََّبرَوَ  رْذِنأَفَ  مُْق  رُِّثَّدمُْلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O thou shrouded (in thy mantle), arise, and warn. Thy Lord magnify, thy robes purify.“
(And defilement shun.” (74:1 5

نَیکِرِشْمُْلا نَِم  َّنَنوکَُت  اَلوَ  کَِّبرَ �  �یَلإِ  عُدْاوَ  کَْیَلإِ �  تَْلزِنأُ  ذْإِ  دَْعَب  هَِّللا  تِایَآ  نْعَ  کََّنُّدصُیَ  اَلوَ 

And let them not turn you aside from communicating the signs of Allah revealed to“
(you. And invite [the people] to your Lord and be not of the polytheists.” (28:87

These verses impel the Prophet (S) to communicate the Words of God without any
fear, as God will protect him. A glance into the books of history and biographies of the
Prophet (S) (Sirah) reveals what endeavors the Prophet (S) undertook in propagating
Islam and guiding the people and fighting the polytheists and idol worshippers for the

(. sake of spreading the belief in Unity of God (tawhid

On every opportunity he addressed the people, individually and collectively, and
.invited them to Islam with the force of his argument and exhortation

Occasionally he visited cities and towns with this purpose. He sent some of his
Companions to recite the Qur’an to the people and to guide them properly. He wrote
letters to the rulers of many countries and invited them to embrace Islam.' It was
through preaching and invitation that Islam gradually spread. Not only the Prophet (S)
was made responsible for spreading and propagating Islam, but also all the believers

were held responsible

p: 6
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:for the propagation of its message. and teachings. God says in the Qur’an

نَیکِرِشْمُْلا نَِم  اَنأَ  امَوَ  هَِّللا  نَاحَْبسُوَ  یِنعَبََّتا �  نِمَوَ  اَنأَ  هٍرَیصَِب  �یلَعَ  هَِّللا �  یَلإِ  وعُدْأَ  یِلیِبسَ  هِذِ�هَ  لُْق 

Say: `This is my way; I call to Allah with sure knowledge, I and those who follow me.“
(To Allah be glory! And I am not one of the polytheists.” (12:108

It is emphasized in this verse that the followers of the Prophet (S) would continue his
mission, irrespective of the fact that they belong to the age of the Prophet (S) or any
later age. The committed Muslims in the course of performing this Divine mission had
to suffer all kinds of hardships; they were tortured, imprisoned and even
assassinated, but never gave up. Without such effort of Muslims, Islam would not

.have emerged victorious

Inviting to Good, a Public Duty

As a matter of principle the Qur’an makes it obligatory for all Muslims to command
people to act rightly and enjoin what is sanctioned by God (al 'amr bi al maruf) and to

(. forbid them from evil (al nahy `an al munhar

نَوحُِلْفمُْلا مُهُ  َلوأُوَ 
�
کَِئ رِکَنمُْلا �  نِعَ  نَوْهَْنیَوَ  فِورُْعمَْلاِب  نَورُُمأْیَوَ  رِْیخَْلا  یَلإِ  نَوعُدْیَ  هٌَّمأُ  مْکُنِّم  نکُتَْلوَ 

And from among you there should be a party who commands to do good and enjoins
(what is right and forbids the wrong, and they are the successful. (3:104

مهَُّل � ارًْیخَ  نَاکـََل  بِاتـَکِْلا  لُـهْأَ  نَمَآ  وَْلوَ  هَِّللاِـب �  نَوُنِمؤُْتوَ  رِکَنمُْلا  نِعَ  نَوْهَْنَتوَ  فِورُْعمَْلاِـب  نَورُُمأَْـت  سِاَّنلِل  تْجَرِخْأُ  هٍَّمأُ  رَْیخَ  مُْتنکُ 
نَوقُسِافَْلا مُهُرُثَکْأَوَ  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا  مُهُْنِّم 

You are the best of communities raised up (or mankind; you enjoin what

p: 7
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is right and forbid what is wrong and believe in Allah. And if the People of the Book had
believed, it would have been better for them; of them are believers and most of them

(are evil doers. (3:110

The propagation of Islam is an essential part of the Divine duty of `commanding to do
(. good and forbidding evil' (al 'amr bi al ma'ruf wa al nahy `an al munkar

Propagation of Islam: A Duty of the Islamic Government

It is one of the duties of Muslims to propagate the faith in Unity of God (tawhid) and to
fight against infidelity, idolatry, and materialism. Every country where an Islamic
government is in power is obliged to endeavor in this regard and to strive in every

.possible way, to spread the Islamic message in other countries

It is the duty of the Islamic government to give top priority to the program of Islamic
propagation through radio, television, journals, and newspapers, and to utilize all the
means of mass communication for this purpose. Distribution of Islamic books and
cultural and academic exchange programs along with other means of propagation
are also useful in this respect. An Islamic government cannot afford laxity with regard

.to this important obligation; it has to include such programs in its foreign policy

Crusade against Oppression and Exploitation

The second duty made obligatory for Muslims is waging war against all forms of
oppression, exploitation, and corruption, defending the deprived and the oppressed,

:and establishing social justice. The Qur’an says

�يوَْقَّتلِل � بُرَْقأَ  وَهُ  اوُلدِعْا  اوُلدِْعَت �  اَّلأَ  �یلَعَ  مٍوْقَ  نُآنَشَ  مْکَُّنمَرِجْیَ  اَلوَ  طِسْقِْلاِب �  ءَادَهَشُ  هَِّلِل  نَیِماَّوقَ  اوُنوکُ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

p: 8
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نَوُلمَْعَت امَِب  رٌیِبخَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  هََّللا �  اوقَُّتاوَ 

O believers, be you securers of justice, witnesses for God. And let not detestation for“
a people incite you to act inequitably; act equitably that is nearer to God fearing. And

(fear God; surely God is aware of what you do.” (5: 8

سِاَّنلِل عُِفانَمَوَ  دٌـیدِشَ  سٌأَْب  هِیِف  دَـیدِحَْلا  انَْلزَنأَوَ  طِسـْقِْلاِب �  سُاَّنلا  مَوقُیَِل  نَازَیمِْلاوَ  بَاتـَکِْلا  مُهُعَمَ  انـَْلزَنأَوَ  تِانـَِّیبَْلاِب  انَلَسـُرُ  انَْلسـَرْأَ  دْقـََل 
زٌیزِعَ ٌّيوِقَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  بِْیغَْلاِب �  هُلَسُرُوَ  هُرُصُنیَ  نمَ  هَُّللا  مَلَْعیَِلوَ 

Certainly We sent Our messengers with clear signs and sent down with them the“
Book and the Balance that men may conduct themselves with justice; and We have
made the iron, wherein is great strength and advantage for men, and that Allah may
know who helps Him and His apostles in the secret; surely Allah is Strong, Mighty.”

((57:25

�یَلوْأَ هَُّللافَ  ارًیقِفَ  وْأَ  ایِنغَ  نْکُیَ  نإِ  نَیِبرَْقأَْلاوَ �  نِْیدَِـلاوَْلا  وِأَ  مْکُسـِفُنأَ  �یلَعَ  وَْلوَ  هَِّلِل  ءَادَهَشـُ  طِسْقِْلاِب  نَیِماَّوقَ  اوُنوکُ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهـَُّیأَ  ایـَ 
ارًیِبخَ نَوُلمَْعَت  امَِب  نَاکَ  هََّللا  َّنإِفَ  اوضُرِْعُت  وْأَ  اووُْلَت  نإِوَ  اوُلدِْعَت �  نأَ  �يوَهَْلا  اوعُِبَّتَت  الَفَ  امَهِِب � 

O believers, be maintainers of justice, bearers of witness for God's sake, even“
though it be against yourselves, or [your] parents or kinsfolk, whether the man be rich
or poor; God is over and above them [in preference]. Therefore don't follow [your]
base desires, lest you deviate, and if you swerve or turn aside, then surely God is

(aware of what you do.” (4:135

The believers are required to see that equity and justice are established and

p: 9
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that they are not afraid of any power in this matter. One of the aims of the prophets
has been to enforce social justice, and in the course of attaining this objective they

.even took up arms

Muslims are responsible for the defence of the deprived, the wronged, and the
oppressed of the world at every cost, and if, in the extreme cases, there is no other

:way except war, they ought to fight valiantly. God declares in the Qur’an

مِِلاَّظلا هِیَرْقَْلا  هِذِـ�هَ  نِْم  انَجْرِخْأَ  انََّبرَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  نَیذَِّلا  نِادَْـلوِْلاوَ  ءِاسَِّنلاوَ  لِاجَِّرلا  نَِم  نَیفِعَضـْتَسْمُْلاوَ  هَِّللا  لِـیِبسَ  یِف  نَوُلِتاقـَُت  اَـل  مْکَُل  امـَوَ 
ارًیصَِن کَندَُّل  نِم  انََّل  لعَجْاوَ  ایِلوَ  کَندَُّل  نِم  انََّل  لعَجْاوَ  اهَُلهْأَ 

And what reason have you that you should not fight in the way of Allah and of the“
weak among the men and the women and the children, who say: `Our Lord, bring us
forth from this city, whose people are oppressors, and appoint to us from Thee a

(guardian, and appoint to us from Thee a helper'?” (4:75

نَاکَ نِاطَْیَّشلا  دَْـیکَ  َّنإِ  نِاطَْیَّشلا �  ءَایَِلوْأَ  اوُلِتاقـَفَ  تِوغُاَّطلا  لِـیِبسَ  یِف  نَوُلِتاقـَُی  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  هَِّللا �  لِـیِبسَ  یِف  نَوُلِتاقـَُی  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا 
افًیعِضَ

These who believe fight in the way of Allah, and those who disbelieve fight in the way“
of Taghut. Fight you therefore against the friends of Satan; surely the guile of Satan is

(ever feeble.” (4:76

According to this verse, holy war (jihad) for the sake of the oppressed is regarded as a
commendable human virtue, and this view is affirmed by those
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who are socially aware. Waging war for the sake of God is one of the symptoms of
faith (Iman) and struggle in the way of the evil forces (taghut) is indicative of one's

:infidelity (kufr) to God. Again, the Qur’an says

نَیمِِلاَّظلا یلَعَ  اَّلإِ  نَاوَدْعُ  الَفَ  اوْهَتَنا  نِإِفَ  هَِّلِل �  نُیِّدلا  نَوکُیَوَ  هٌنَْتِف  نَوکَُت  اَل  �یَّتحَ  مْهُوُلِتاقَوَ 

And fight them until fitnah (sedition, discord, persecution, corruption) is no more, and“
until the religion of God prevails. But if they desist, then let there be no hostility except

(against the oppressors.” (2:193

This verse, too, underlines the responsibility of Muslims towards the oppressed. They
have to struggle and fight till persecution and corruption is eliminated from the face of
the earth and the Divine law (al Din) is established. Accordingly, Muslims cannot rest
till evil is eradicated from the world. As you see the Qur’an has saddled Muslims with a
heavy responsibility of fighting tyranny, corruption, exploitation, and colonialism, and
defending the oppressed and the exploited, so that the rule of Divine justice is

.established

This Divine objective is to be attained by all the possible means: by educating and
awakening the oppressed, by the way of exhortation, by exposing the evil designs of
the oppressors and exploiters, by warning and overwhelming the transgressors, by
diplomatic and political activities, by supporting all the freedom movements; and
ultimately, if all attempts fail, one has to resort to war in case the necessary resources

.are at hand

It is the duty of every Muslim to struggle against
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all forms of tyranny and injustice, whether in their own country or in a foreign land, till
they are totally destroyed. This Divine mission is to be kept in view while framing the
foreign policy, and the best way of pursuing it, in accordance with specific conditions
of different lands and times, should be adopted. But in any case it should be ensured

.that the main objective ever remains in sight

An Islamic government ought to function in such a manner that throughout the world
it is identified as the staunch opponent of tyranny, arrogance, disbelief, and
materialism, as the sincere defender of the deprived and the oppressed, as the
standard bearer of Divine Unity and guidance, and as the vanguard of the forces

.enjoining the good and forbidding the evil

As an ummah entrusted with upholding justice, it has to provide leadership to all the
movements struggling for independence in the world. It should set an example for the

.world of all the material and spiritual merits and human attainments

Independence of the Ummah, its Relations with Non Muslim Countries

point

:We propose to discuss a number of issues in this part of our discussion

Islamic Unity

:Islam considers all Muslims as one ummah

نِوقَُّتافَ مْکُُّبرَ  اَنأَوَ  هًدَحِاوَ  هًَّمأُ  مْکُُتَّمأُ  هِذِ�هَ  َّنإِوَ 

And surely this ummah (community) of yours is one ummah, and I am your Lord, and“
(be dutiful to Me.” (23:52

ادًیهِشَ مْکُْیلَعَ  لُوسَُّرلا  نَوکُیَوَ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  ءَادَهَشُ  اوُنوکُتَِّل  اطًسَوَ  هًَّمأُ  مْکُانَْلعَجَ  ذَکَوَ 
�

کَِل

And thus We have made you a midmost nation that you may be the bearers of“
witness to the people, and that the
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(Apostle may be a bearer o f witness to you; ....” (2:143

The criterion of the unity of Muslims is nothing but faith and conviction, and they
belong to nothing but Islam. Hence the differences related to racial, national,
linguistic, regional, urban, and rural distinctions cannot and should not divide Muslims

.and alienate them from one another

Among Muslims a deep rooted feeling of oneness exists that binds them together and
they live like an integrated whole and foster brotherly feeling for one another. The

:Qur’an stresses this brotherly relationship in the following words

نَومُحَرُْت مْکَُّلعََل  هََّللا  اوقَُّتاوَ  مْکُْیوَخَأَ �  نَْیَب  اوحُِلصْأَفَ  هٌوَخْإِ  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا  امََّنإِ 

The believers are but brethren, therefore make peace between your brethren and“
(be God fearing that mercy may be showed to you.” (49:10

In Islam there are no multiple communities; there is only one ummah. They strive for
one and the same goal. All Muslims are one ummah against their common enemy, i.e.

.the global pagan system

Islam  a Perfect and Independent System

Islam as an integrated system of religious, moral, political, social, cultural and
economic regulations is a perfect and comprehensive system, that has an

(. independent culture which emanates from the source of revelation (wahy

It upholds a specific world view with an emphasis on developing and perfecting
human virtues and considers it to be the basis of all its programs, and on this
foundation constructs all the social structures and superstructures. Islam is a rich and

.independent culture which is essentially based on revelation

It was a result of assimilating this rich and independent culture that in the early
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period of Islam Muslims could make remarkably fast advancements in various
spheres of civilization. This rich culture of Islam dawned in al Hijaz and brought into
existence, by revitalizing the human virtues and abilities, an ummah, small in number

.but immensely energetic and powerful in spirit

It gradually grew, spread and attracted various societies, peoples, and races towards
itself. In a short time its light reached and engulfed the distant points of the earth. The
vitalizing teachings of the Qur’an and its cultural independence generated and
released light on such a scale that it illuminated each and every spot, penetrated the

.innermost depths of the soul and gave refuge to all men in its warm embrace

The rich and humanizing culture of Islam bestowed freedom and independence upon
its followers to such an extent that they acted for a long time as the torch bearers of
civilization, knowledge, arts and sciences. A great number of the works of Muslims in
the fields of arts and sciences are still alive and bear witness to this fact. In conceiving
and executing its programs Islam does not derive inspiration from any other school of

.thought, hence Muslims are not required to follow any other ideology

Therefore, a government can be called Islamic in case it endeavors to safeguard the
independence of the Islamic Ummah, and if all its plans and programs are derived
from no other source except the school of Divine revelation. It organizes all its internal

and external policies on the lines which ensure
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self sufficiency of the Islamic Ummah, as a whole, in the spheres of science, industry,
technology, economics, agriculture and military arms, and liberates it from the

.shackles of foreign alliances and dependence on alien powers

Such a policy demands independent thinking based on the Islamic ideology and a
staunch resolution to implement this policy. All the planning of the Islamic government
must be conceived in strict adherence to the Islamic teachings with a view to
protecting and strengthening the independence of the Muslim Ummah. If a
government fails to give foremost priority to these objectives in its internal and

.external policies, it does not deserve to be called `Islamic' in any sense of the word

The Qur’an and Exposure of the Enemies

point

Islam has paid due attention to the independence of the Muslim Ummah, and for this
very reason it has suggested certain measures to prevent any kind, of alien
interference in the internal affairs of an Islamic State on the part of the non Muslims.

.The Qur’anic imperatives are categorical in this regard

In some of the Qur’anic verses the evil designs and targets of the plotting unbelievers
are fully exposed, so that Muslims should not he deceived by their hypocritical
attitude. They also suggest how this challenge should be met. A few relevant verses

:are quoted here

وذُ هَُّللاوَ  ءُاشَیَ �  نمَ  هِِتمَحْرَِب  ُّصتَخْیَ  هَُّللاوَ  مْکُِّبَّر �  نِّم  رٍْیخَ  نِّْم  مکُْیلَعَ  لََّزنَُی  نأَ  نَیکِرِشْمُْلا  اَلوَ  بِاتَکِْلا  لِهْأَ  نِْم  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  ُّدوَیَ  اَّم 
مِیظِعَْلا لِضْفَْلا 

The unbelievers of the People of the Book (the Jews and the Christians) and the“
idolaters
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do not like that any good should be sent down to you from your Lord, and God
chooses especially whom He pleases for His mercy, and God is of bounty abounding.”

((2:105

نَوُلمَْعیَ امَِب  هََّللا  َّنإِ  ائًْیشـَ �  مْهُدُْـیکَ  مْکُُّرضـُیَ  اَل  اوقَُّتَتوَ  اورُِبصَْت  نإِوَ  اهـَِب �  اوحُرَْفیَ  هٌئَِّیسـَ  مْکُْبصـُِت  نإِوَ  مْهُؤْسَُت  هٌنَسـَحَ  مْکُسـْسَمَْت  نإِ 
طٌیحُِم

If you are visited with good fortune it vexes them, and if an evil afflicts you, they“
rejoice at it. Yet if you are patient and God fearing, their evil designs will not harm you

(in any way; God encompasses the things they do.” (3:120

اوحُفَصْاوَ اوفُعْافَ  ُّقحَْلا �  مُهَُل  نََّیبََت  امَ  دِْعَب  نِّم  مهِسِفُنأَ  دِنعِ  نِّْم  ادًسَحَ  ارًاَّفکُ  مْکُِنامَیإِ  دِْعَب  نِّم  مکَُنوُّدرُیَ  وَْل  بِاتَکِْلا  لِهْأَ  نِّْم  رٌیِثکَ  َّدوَ 
رٌیدِقَ ءٍیْشَ  ِّلکُ  �یلَعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  هِرِْمأَِب �  هَُّللا  یَِتأْیَ  �یَّتحَ 

Many of the People of the Book wish that they might restore you as unbelievers,“
after you have believed, in the jealousy of their souls after the truth has become
manifest to them; yet do you pardon and forgive, till God brings His command; truly

(God is powerful over everything.” (2:109

نَیرِِفاکَ مْکُِنامَیإِ  دَْعَب  مکُوُّدرُیَ  بَاتَکِْلا  اوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلا  نَِّم  اقًیرِفَ  اوعُیطُِت  نإِ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O believers, if you obey a sect of those who have been given the Book, they will turn“
(you after you have believed, into unbelievers.” (3:100

نَیرِصِاَّنلا رُْیخَ  وَهُوَ  مْکُاَلوْمَ �  هَُّللا  لَِب  نَیرِسِاخَ  اوُبِلقَنتَفَ  مْکُِباقَعْأَ  �یلَعَ  مْکُوُّدرُیَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  اوعُیطُِت  نإِ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O believers, if you obey the unbelievers they will turn you upon“
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your heels, so that you turn back losers. No; but God is your Protector and He is the
(best of helpers.” (3:149 150

�یلَعَ عُِلَّطَت  لُازََت  اَلوَ  هِِب �  اورُِّکذُ  اَّمِّم  اظحَ  اوسَُنوَ  هِعِضـِاوََّم �  نعَ  مَِلکَْلا  نَوُفِّرحَُی  هًیَسـِاقَ �  مْهَُبوُلُق  انَْلعَجَوَ  مْهُاَّنعََل  مْهُقَاثَیِّم  مهِضـِْقَن  امَِبفَ 
نَیِنسِحْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هََّللا  َّنإِ  حْفَصْاوَ �  مْهُْنعَ  فُعْافَ  مْهُْنِّم �  الًیِلقَ  اَّلإِ  مْهُْنِّم  هٍنَِئاخَ 

So for their breaking their covenant We cursed them and made their hearts hard;“
they pervert words from their meanings; and they have forgotten a portion of what
they were reminded of; and you shall always discover treachery in them excepting a

(few of them. Yet pardon them, and forgive; surely Allah loves the good doers.” (5:13

كَءَاجَ يذَِّلا  دَْـعَب  مهُءَاوَهْأَ  تَْعبََّتا  نِِئَلوَ  �يدَهـُْلا �  وَهُ  هَِّللا  يدَهـُ  َّنإِ  لُْق  مْهُتََّلِم �  عَِبَّتَت  �یَّتحَ  �يرَاصََّنلا  اَلوَ  دُوهُیَْلا  کَنعَ  �یضـَرَْت  نَلوَ 
رٍیصَِن اَلوَ  ٍّیِلوَ  نِم  هَِّللا  نَِم  کََل  امَ  مِْلعِْلا �  نَِم 

Never will the Jews be pleased with you, neither the Christians, not till you follow“
their religion. Say: “Surely God's guidance is the [only] true guidance.” And if you follow
their caprices after the knowledge that has come to you, you shall have against God

(neither protector nor helper.” (2:120

انًمََث هَِّللا  تِایَآِب  اوْرَتَشْا  نَوقُسـِافَ  مْهُرُثَکْأَوَ  مْهُُبوُلُق  �یَبأَْتوَ  مْهِهِاوَْفأَِب  مکَُنوضُرُْی  هًَّمذِ �  اَلوَ  الإِ  مْکُیِف  اوُبُقرْیَ  اَـل  مْکُْیلَعَ  اورُهَظْیَ  نإِوَ  فَْیکَ 
نَودُتَْعمُْلا مُهُ  َلوأُوَ 

�
کَِئ هًَّمذِ �  اَلوَ  الإِ  نٍِمؤُْم  یِف  نَوُبُقرْیَ  اَل  نَوُلمَْعیَ  اوُناکَ  امَ  ءَاسَ  مْهَُّنإِ  هِِلیِبسَ �  نعَ  اوُّدصَفَ  الًیِلقَ 

How can it be? If they get the better of you, they will not observe“
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towards you any bond or treaty, giving you satisfaction with their mouths while their
hearts do not consent; and most of them are transgressors. They have sold the signs
o f God for a small price, and have barred from His way; surely evil is that they have
been doing, observing neither bond nor treaty towards a believer; they are the

(transgressors.” (9:8 10

لُْق ظِْیغَْلا �  نَِم  لَِماَنأَْلا  مُکُْیلَعَ  اوُّضعَ  اوْلَخَ  اذَإِوَ  اَّنمَآ  اوُلاقَ  مْکُوقَُل  اذَإِوَ  هِِّلکُ  بِاتَکِْلاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْتوَ  مْکَُنوُّبحُِی  اَـلوَ  مْهَُنوُّبحُِت  ءِاَـلوأُ  مُْتنأَ  اهـَ 
رِودُُّصلا تِاذَِب  مٌیِلعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْکُظِْیغَِب �  اوُتوُم 

Ha, there you are; you love them while they love you not; you believe in the Book, all“
of it, and when they meet you they say, `We believe,' and when they go privily, they
bite at you their fingers. Say: Die in your rage;' surely God knows what is in the

(hearts.” (3:119

رٌیِبکَ دٌاسَفَوَ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  هٌنَْتِف  نکَُت  هُوُلعَْفَت  اَّلإِ  ضٍْعَب �  ءُایَِلوْأَ  مْهُضُْعَب  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

As for the unbelievers, they are friends one of another. Unless you do this, there will“
(be persecution an the earth and great corruption.” (8:73

These verses disclose the evil motives, secret designs, and the essential

:characteristics of the unbelievers, some of which are given below

If any good fortune comes to you, the unbelievers and polytheists are unhappy, for . 1
they do not like to see you benefited from anything. They are happy if some

.misfortune befalls you

.The unbelievers nurture jealousy for you and wish to turn you back from your faith . 2

If . 3
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.you obey the unbelievers they would make you give up your faith

The unbelievers are dishonest in dealings with you, and you ought to be always . 4
.aware of their evil intentions

.The Jews and the Christians shall never accept you unless you embrace their faith . 5

Their pacts and covenants are unreliable. If they find means of subordinating you, . 6
.they will violate all the treaties and compacts that they earlier signed with you

The unbelievers shall never be friendly with you, even though you treat them as . 7
.friends

The unbelievers are united in friendship against you and shall cooperate with one . 8
.another to inflict losses on you

God, the Almighty, has warned Muslims of the malice, enmity, dishonesty, and
subversive nature of the unbelievers so that Muslims may be conscious of the fact
that they can never be trusted as friends and well wishers. It is imperative to keep

.them at a distance and to strengthen your defences

God places great emphasis on the defence of the freedom and independence of Islam
against the dangers posed by the evil plots of its enemies. After enumerating some of
the characteristics of the unbelievers and their evil objectives, God warns Muslims of
the dangers of being friendly with them, placing reliance on them, and against

.surrendering their resources and powers to them

He warns them against following the unbelievers and thus directly or indirectly
helping them in realizing their objectives. The Islamic State should not form friendly

alliances with the unbelievers, nor are their covenants to be
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:fully trusted. Some Qur’anic verses in this context may be referred to

مْهُرُودُصـُ یفِخُْت  امَوَ  مْهِهِاوَْفأَ  نِْم  ءُاضَْغبَْلا  تِدََـب  دْقـَ  مُّْتِنعَ  امَ  اوُّدوَ  اًلابَخَ  مْکَُنوُلأْیَ  اَل  مْکُِنودُ  نِّم  هًَناطَِب  اوذُخـَِّتَت  اَل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 
نَوُلقِْعَت مُْتنکُ  نإِ  تِایَآْلا �  مُکَُل  اَّنَّیَب  دْقَ  رُبَکْأَ � 

O believers, take not for your intimates outside yourselves; such men spare nothing“
to ruin you; they yearn for you to suffer. Hatred has already shown itself of their
mouths, and what their breasts conceal is yet greater. Indeed, We have made Our

(signs clear to you, if you understand them.” (3:118

يدِـهْیَ اَل  هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْهُْنِم �  هَُّنإِفَ  مْکُنِّم  مهَُّلوَتَیَ  نمَوَ  ضٍْعَب �  ءُایَِلوْأَ  مْهُضـُْعَب  ءَایَِلوْأَ �  �يرَاصََّنلاوَ  دَوهُیَْلا  اوذُخـَِّتَت  اَل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهـَُّیأَ  ایـَ 
نَیمِِلاَّظلا مَوْقَْلا 

O believers, do not take the Jews and Christians for friends; they are friends of each“
other; and whoever amongst you takes them for a friend, he is one of them. Surely

(God does notguide the evildoers.” (5:51

نإِ هََّللا  اوقَُّتاوَ  ءَایَِلوْأَ �  رَاَّفکُْلاوَ  مْکُِلْبقَ  نِم  بَاتَکِْلا  اوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلا  نَِّم  ابًعَِلوَ  اوًزُهُ  مْکُنَیدِ  اوذُخـََّتا  نَیذَِّلا  اوذُخـَِّتَت  اَل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهـَُّیأَ  ایـَ 
نَیِنِمؤُّْم مُتنکُ 

O believers, do not take for guardians those who take your religion for a mockery“
and a joke, from among those who were given the Book before you and the

(unbelievers; and fear God, if you are believers.” (5:57

لَوسَُّرلا نَوجُرِخُْی  ِّقحَْلا  نَِّم  مکُءَاجَ  امَِب  اورُفَکَ  دْقـَوَ  هَِّدوَمَْلاِب  مهِْیَلإِ  نَوقُْلُت  ءَایـَِلوْأَ  مْکَُّودُعـَوَ  يِّودُعـَ  اوذُخـَِّتَت  اَـل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهـَُّیأَ  ایـَ 
یِلیِبسَ یِف  ادًاهَجِ  مُْتجْرَخَ  مُْتنکُ  نإِ  مْکُِّبرَ  هَِّللاِب  اوُنِمؤُْت  نأَ  مْکُاَّیإِوَ � 
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لِیِبَّسلا ءَاوَسَ  َّلضَ  دْقَفَ  مْکُنِم  هُْلعَْفیَ  نمَوَ  مُْتنلَعْأَ �  امَوَ  مُْتْیفَخْأَ  امَِب  مُلَعْأَ  اَنأَوَ  هَِّدوَمَْلاِب  مهِْیَلإِ  نَوُّرسُِت  یِتاضَرْمَ �  ءَاغَِتْباوَ 

O believers, do not take My enemy and your enemy for friends; would you offer them“
love while they deny what has come to you of the Truth, expelling the Apostle and
yourselves because you believe in God, your Lord? If you go forth to struggle in My
path and seek My good pleasure, would you show love for them in secret? And I know
what you conceal and what you manifest, and whoever of you does this, he indeed

(has gone astray from the straight path.” (60:1

انًیِبُّم اًناطَْلسُ  مْکُْیلَعَ  هَِّلِل  اوُلعَجَْت  نأَ  نَودُیرُِتأَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا �  نِودُ  نِم  ءَایَِلوْأَ  نَیرِِفاکَْلا  اوذُخَِّتَت  اَل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O believers, do not take the unbelievers for friends rather than the believers, do you“
(desire that you should give to Allah a manifest proof against yourselves?” (4:144

رِوُبقُْلا بِاحَصْأَ  نِْم  رُاَّفکُْلا  سَِئیَ  امَکَ  هِرَخِآْلا  نَِم  اوسُِئیَ  دْقَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  هَُّللا  بَضِغَ  امًوْقَ  اوَّْلوَتََت  اَل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O believers, do not make friends with a people with whom God is wroth; indeed they“
(despair of the Hereafter as the unbelievers despair of those in graves.” (60:13

هًاقـَُت � مْهُْنِم  اوـقَُّتَت  نأَ  اَّلإِ  ءٍیْشـَ  یِف  هَِّللا  نَِـم  سَْیلَفَ  ذَ 
�
کَِـل لْعـَْفیَ  نمـَوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمـُْلا �  نِودُ  نِـم  ءَایـَِلوْأَ  نَیرِِفاکـَْلا  نَوُـنِمؤْمُْلا  ذِخـَِّتیَ  اَّل 

رُیصِمَْلا هَِّللا  یَلإِوَ  هُسَْفَن �  هَُّللا  مُکُرُِّذحَُیوَ 

Let not the believers take the unbelievers for friends rather than believers; for“
whoso does that belongs not to God in anything, unless
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you have a fear of them. God warns you that you beware of Him, and unto God is the
(eventual coming.” (3:28

In addition to the traits of the unbelievers enumerated earlier the following can also
:be inferred from the verses quoted above

The unbelievers nurture malice towards the believers and do not spare anything for . 1
.harming them in any possible way

Their enmity of Muslims finds expression in what they say, but the intensity of their . 2
.unexpressed enmity, hidden in their hearts, is far greater

.They can never accept your religion and they make fun of it . 3

.They are enemies of Muslims and of God, and do not accept the Qur’anic teachings . 4

God, after warning us of the characteristics of the unbelievers, makes it explicit that
they are not well wishing friends of the believers and the believers should not
consider them as their friends, guardians, and defenders, and should not reveal their

.secrets to them. They are untrustworthy and so are their pacts and promises

The Muslims should not allow them to plan on their behalf and to decide for them.
They should not let the unbelievers take charge of their institutions and decide their
policies and execute their programs, and they should not let themselves be deceived

.by their apparently well wishing but inwardly injurious suggestions

This point is repeatedly stressed, and finally it is declared that a Muslim who males
any pact of friendship and alliance with the unbelievers ceases to be one of the

Islamic Ummah and the Party of
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.God

Friendship with unbelievers is considered even as a sign of disbelief

نَوقُسِافَ مْهُْنِّم  ارًیِثکَ  َلوَ 
�

َّنکِ ءَایَِلوْأَ  مْهُوذُخََّتا  امَ  هِْیَلإِ  لَزِنأُ  امَوَ  ِّیِبَّنلاوَ  هَِّللاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  اوُناکَ  وَْلوَ 

And had they believed in God and the Prophet (S) and what was revealed to him, they“
would not have taken them (the unbelievers) for friends, but most of them are

(transgressors.” (5:81

مْهَُترَیشِعَ وْأَ  مْهَُناوَخْإِ  وْأَ  مْهُءَانَْبأَ  وْأَ  مْهُءَاَبآ  اوُناکَ  وَْلوَ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هََّللا  َّداحَ  نْمَ  نَوُّداوَُی  رِخِآْلا  مِوْیَْلاوَ  هَِّللاِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  امًوْقَ  دُجَِت  اَّل 

You shall not find a people who believe in Allah and the Last Day befriending those “
who act in opposition to Allah and His Apostle, even though they were their [own]

(fathers, or their sons, or their brothers, or their kinsfolk.” (58:22

In these Qur’anic verses the basic guide lines of an Islamic government's external
policy in relation to the countries having no faith in God is clearly and explicitly laid
down. Muslims are categorically commanded to guard and defend their independence
and freedom, and not let the unbelievers to infiltrate and interfere in their internal

.affairs

Muslims are asked to be on guard against them. All relations and pacts which would
ultimately lead to the increasing influence and domination of unbelievers over the
affairs of Muslims are illegitimate and must be abstained from. The Qur’anic

:injunction in this regard is not only clear but also categorical

الًیِبسَ نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَ  نَیرِِفاکَْلِل  هَُّللا  لَعَجْیَ  نَلوَ  ...

And Allah will by no means give the unbelievers a way against the believer s [to “... 
(dominate them].” (4:141

Friendship with Unbelievers in Case of Emergency

The Qur’an by forbidding allegiance to unbelievers aims at protecting independence
of the Muslim Ummah. In
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accordance with this aim, if the interests of Islam and Muslims require, the Islamic
(government can establish friendly relations provisionally. (1

For instance, if the Islamic government finds that it is unable to resist an infidel power,
it can temporarily seek its friendship and conclude truce with it, in order to strengthen

.its position and defences

Similarly if the interests of Islam demand adopting a soft and liberal policy towards
the unbelievers with the purpose of propagating Islam among them and converting
them to Islam, the Islamic State can have friendly relations with them. The Qur’an

:permits Muslims to have such relations with the unbelievers in special circumstances

هًاقـَُت � مْهُْنِم  اوـقَُّتَت  نأَ  اَّلإِ  ءٍیْشـَ  یِف  هَِّللا  نَِـم  سَْیلَفَ  ذَ 
�
کَِـل لْعـَْفیَ  نمـَوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمـُْلا �  نِودُ  نِـم  ءَایـَِلوْأَ  نَیرِِفاکـَْلا  نَوُـنِمؤْمُْلا  ذِخـَِّتیَ  اَّل 

رُیصِمَْلا هَِّللا  یَلإِوَ  هُسَْفَن �  هَُّللا  مُکُرُِّذحَُیوَ 

Let not the believers take the unbelievers for friends rather than believers; for whoso
does that belongs not to God in anything, unless you have a fear of them. God warns

(you that you beware of Him, and unto God is the eventual coming. (3:28

This verse forbids friendship with the unbelievers, but in exceptional circumstances
dissimulation (taqiyyah) is permissible. The issue of dissimulation is confirmed by
many authentic traditions. Of such reliable traditions is the one quoted by Tafsir
al Safi, under the commentary on the verse 3:28, from the book al 'Ihtijaj, that Amir al

:Mu'minin 'Ali (A) said

نمو نینمؤملا  نود  نم  ءایلوأ  نیرفاکلا  نونمؤملا  ذختی  لا  لوقی  : هللا  نإف  کنید  یف  هیقتلا  لمعتست  نأ  كرمأو 
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کترمأ یتلا  هیقتلا  كرتت  نأو  كلاهلل  ضرعتت  نأ  كایإ  مث  كایإو  هاقت "  مهنم  اوقتت  نأ  لاإ  ئـش  یف  هللا  نم  سیلف  کـلذ  لـعفی 
.مهزازعإب كرما  دقو  هللا  ءادعأ  يدیأ  یف  مهلذم  لاوزلل  مهمعنلو  کمعنل  ضرعم  کناوخإ  ءامدو  کمدب  طئاش  کنإف  اهب 

God commanded you to observe taqiyyah so that you may follow this command in“
the matter of religion. God says: I commanded you to dissimulate, so do not give it up
lest your life be endangered. Giving up this practice would result in shedding of your
and your brothers' blood and in disappearance of your and their fortunes, and by
violating the rule of dissimulation you will let your brothers be humiliated by the
enemies of God's religion despite the fact that you are obliged to save their honour.”

((1

,Imam Ja'far al Sadiq (A) relates from Imam Muhammad al Baqir (A) that

((. هًاقت مهنم  اوقتت  نأ  لاإ  هللا ((  لاق  لوقیو : لوقیو ، هل  هیقت  نمل لا  نامیإ  لا  لوقی : ص )  ) هللا لوسر  ناک  لاق :

The Prophet (S) said that: “a man who does not dissimulate, has no faith (iman), for
(God says, “... unless you have a fear of them ....” (2

:Consider the following traditions

.هل هللا  هلحأ  دقف  مدآ ، نبا  هیلإ  رطضی  ءیش  لک  یف  هیقتلا  ع :)  ) رقابلا لاق 

Imam Muhammad al Baqir said: “Dissimulation is permissible in all the things in which
(a man is coerced. God has permitted it.” (3

Al Imam al Hasan ibn 'Ali (A) related from the Prophet (S) that he said, “God
distinguished the prophets from other beings for they showed courtesy to enemies of
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.God's religion, and practised dissimulation for the sake of their brothers

طـسبیف نونمؤملا  امأ  مهفلاخمو ; مهنمؤم  مهلک  سانلل  يأ  انـسح - )) سانلل  اولوقو  : )) یلاعت هللا  لوق  یف  ملاـسلا  هیلع  قداـصلا  لاـق 
نعو هسفن  نع  مهرورـش  فکی  کلذ  نم  رـسیأ  هنإف ب_ .نامیلإا  یلإ  مهباذـتجلا  هارادـملاب  مهملکیف  نوفلاخملا  امأو  ههجو ، مهل 

.نینمؤملا هناوخإ 

هیلع نذأتـسا  ذإ  هلزنم  یف  هللا  لوسر  ناک  .هناوخإو  هسفن  یلع  ءرملا  هقدص  لضفأ   نم  هللا  ءادعأ  هارادـم  نإ  ملاـسلا : هیلع  ماملإا  لاق 
: هشئاع تلاق  جرخ ، املف  .ههجو  یف  رشبو  هسلجأ  لخد ، املف  .هل  اونذئا  .هریشعلا  وخأ  سئب  هللا : لوسر  لاقف  لولـسلا ، یبأ  نب  هللا  دبع 

همیقلا موی  هللا  دنع  سانلا  رـش  نإ  ءاریمح ! ای  شیوع ! ای  هللا : لوسر  لاقف  تلعف ، ام  رـشبلا  نم  هب  تلعفو  تلق  ام  هیف  تلق  هللا  لوسر  ای 
.هرش ءاقتا  مرکی  نم 

,Imam Ja'far al Sadiq (A), referring to the Divine Utterance

(, And speak good to men ....” (2:83 “... 

said: “[It means, speak kindly] to all people, whether believers or unbelievers;
converse with the believers with warmth. and cheer and with unbelievers with
courtesy so that you attract them to the Islamic faith. Or at least you can protect
yourself and your fellow believers from the harm that can be caused to you by the

.” unbelievers

The Imam said: “Showing courtesy to enemies of God is the best form of alms giving
as it saves you and your Muslim brothers from harm. Once the Prophet (S) was at his
home, `Abd Allah ibn Abi Sulul came to see him. He said, `A bad one of his tribe. Let

him come.' Then

p: 26

Foreign Policy of an Islamic StateGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 34 of 64

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


he received him with courtesy and asked him to sit. When he departed, `A'ishah
asked, `O Prophet (S) of God, after what you said about him, why did you show him so
much courtesy?' The Prophet (S) replied, `O `Uwaysh! O Humayra'! He would be
regarded as the worst man on the Day of Judgement whom people pay respect due

(to the fear of his evil!” (1

It is evident from the above quoted Qur’anic verse and traditions that in case an
Islamic government realizes that courtesy, benevolence and friendly relations with
the unbelievers is the best policy for the existence and independence of the Muslim
Ummah, they may provisionally adopt the policy of taqiyyah. Nevertheless the real
objective, i.e. expansion, independence, and glory of Islam, should in no case be

.forgotten. It makes some adjustments only for protecting its position and power

Pacts of Cooperation and Non aggression with Unbelievers

point

If unbelievers have no dishonest intentions of plotting and aggression against
Muslims and are inclined to coexist with them in peace, an Islamic State, according to
its diagnosis of the interests of Islam, can sign pacts of mutual coexistence with them.
In the legitimate matters (permitted by the Shari'ah) that are beneficial for both the

:sides, they are permitted even to cooperate. The Qur’an says

نَیطِسِْقمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْهِْیَلإِ �  اوطُسـِْقُتوَ  مْهُوُّربََت  نأَ  مْکُرِایَدِ  نِّم  مکُوجُرِخُْی  مَْلوَ  نِیِّدلا  یِف  مْکُوُلِتاقَُی  مَْل  نَیذَِّلا  نِعَ  هَُّللا  مُکُاهَْنیَ  اَّل 
مْهَُّلوَتـَیَ نمَوَ  مْهُوَّْلوََـت �  نأَ  مْکُجِارَخْإِ  �یلَعَ  اورُهَاظـَوَ  مْکُرِایـَدِ  نِّم  مکُوجـُرَخْأَوَ  نِیِّدـلا  یِف  مْکُوُلَتاقـَ  نَـیذَِّلا  نِعـَ  هَُّللا  مُکُاهـَْنیَ  امـََّنإِ 

نَومُِلاَّظلا مُهُ  َلوأُفَ 
�
کَِئ

Allah does not“
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forbid you respecting those who have not made war against you on account of (your)
religion, and have not driven you forth from your homes, that you show them
kindness and deal with them justly; surely Allah loves the doers of justice. Allah only
forbids you respecting those who made war upon you on account of (your) religion,
and drove you out from your homes and backed up (others) in your expulsion, that
you make friends with them; and whoever makes friends with them, these are the

(unjust.” (60:8 9

Some of the verses of the Qur’an direct Muslims to make peace with the unbelievers
:in case they are inclined to accept peace

مُیِلعَْلا عُیمَِّسلا  وَهُ  هَُّنإِ  هَِّللا �  یلَعَ  لَّْکوََتوَ  اهََل  حْنَجْافَ  مِْلَّسلِل  اوحُنَجَ  نإِوَ 

And if they incline to peace, then incline to it and trust in Allah; Surely He is the“
(Hearing, the Knowing.” (8:61

The Qur’an bears witness to the concluding of the Prophet's pacts with the
:unbelievers

ُّبحُِی هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْهِِتَّدُم �  �یَلإِ  مْهُدَهْعَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  اوُّمِتأَفَ  ادًحَأَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  اورُهِاظَُی  مَْلوَ  ائًْیشَ  مْکُوصُقُنیَ  مَْل  َّمُث  نَیکِرِشـْمُْلا  نَِّم  مُّتدهَاعَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّلإِ 
نَیقَِّتمُْلا

Except those of the idolaters with whom you made an agreement, then they have rot“
failed in anything and have not backed up any one against you, so fulfill their
agreement to the end of their term; surely Allah loves those who are God fearing.”

((9:4

If we refer to the history of Islam and the life of the Prophet (S), we see that during
the period of his prophetic mission, he concluded treaties
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with the unbelievers and faithfully observed all the conditions agreed upon. A few
:instances may be referred to here

A. The Pact with the Jews

When the Prophet (S) migrated to al Madinah, he concluded a treaty between the
Jews and the Emigrants (al Muhajirun) and the Supporters (al 'Ansar), whose text has
been preserved in history. Some highlights of that treaty, relevant to our discussion,

:are given below

i) Every Jew who abides by this pact would benefit from our help and friendship and)
there would be no discrimination between him and Muslims, and nobody would be

.allowed to violate his rights and befriend. his enemy

ii) At the time of war the Jews would be required to pay their share of the expenses)
.incurred in war

.iii) The Jews are free to act upon their faith, and Muslims upon their faith)

iv) Anybody who declares war against any of the parties of this treaty would be)
fought against unitedly by both the Muslims and the Jews, and each of the allies would

.meet his part of the war expenditure

v) The Jews and Muslims declare to be committed to cooperate for the well being)
.and welfare of each other, but not in the matters of sin and evil

(vi) The signatories of this treaty would defend al Madinah unitedly. (1)

As we see the Prophet (S) made three kinds of pacts with the unbelievers in the light
:of this treaty

.A pact of mutual defence and sharing of the war expenditure ( 1)

.Freedom of the performance of religious rites ( 2)

Mutual cooperation in matters of welfare and good ( 3)
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.deeds

B. The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah

The highlights of the conditions of this truce, signed by the Prophet (S) at a place
:called `Hudaybiyyah', are as follows

i) The Muslims and the Quraysh are bound to cease all hostilities for a period of four)
.(or ten) years, and would not attack each other

ii) They would respect each other's property and would not resort to cheating or)
.theft

iii) Every Muslim arriving at Mecca with the purpose of the Hajj or `Umrah, or on his)
way to Yemen or Ta'if would be guaranteed safe passage and security by the
Quraysh, and similarly every member of the Quraysh arriving at al Madinah on their

.way to Syria or the east would be guaranteed security

iv) Each of the two parties are free to conclude pact with any tribe they prefer, and)
.this pact would be respected by the other party

v) The Muslims and the Quraysh promise to forget all malice, enmity, and grievance)
against each other and would not nurture in their hearts any feeling

p: 30
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.of betrayal

vi) Muhammad (S) and his followers can enter Mecca to perform ceremonies of ffajj)
the year after, provided they do not have any kind of arms and their stay at Mecca

(does not exceed three days. (1

C. The Treaty with Yuhanna, the Governor of Aylah

This assurance of security is made on behalf of God and His Prophet (S) in favour of
Yuhanna, son of Rubah, and the residents of Aylah. God and His Prophet (S) stand
surety for the safety of their persons and their ships and their caravans on voyage by
land or sea. Similarly the people from Syria, Yemen and Bahrain who pass through
their land are promised security. The people of Aylah are bound to pay the diyah
(blood money) to the heirs of any person killed by them, and are bound not to prevent
anybody from making use of the waters they take possession of, and would not

(prevent anybody from using the land and sea routes under their control. (2

D. The Treaty with the Christians of Najran

i) The residents of Najran are bound to pay as taxes two thousand hullah's (certain)
.kind of garment) to the Muslims every year in two instalments

ii) The emissaries of Muhammad (S) would be offered hospitality by them for one)
.month or less, whereas the emissaries' stay there would not exceed one month

iii) In case of battle in the region of Yemen, the people of Najrim, as a token of )
friendship and cooperation, would make available 30 coats of mail, 30 horses and 30

.camels as a guaranteed loan for the Muslim army

iv) The)

p: 31
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people of Najran and their surrounding areas would be under the protection of God
and His Prophet (S); their lives, property and places of worship would be also safe;
and their bishops and priests would be free to continue performing their duties

.without any hindrance from anybody

v) No one is entitled to exile them from their land or extract tithe (`ushr) from them or)
.launch a military attack against them

vi) Every person from among them who makes a legitimate claim would be treated)
.with justice

vii) No person from among them would be held responsible for the crime committed)
.by others of his faith

viii) The people of Najran promise to abstain from usury (ribd), otherwise Muhammad)
(S) would revoke terms of friendship with them and would not be bound to stick to the

(treaty. (1

It is evident from the Prophet's (S) treaties with the unbelievers that the Islamic State,
taking into consideration the interests of Islam and Muslims, can conclude treaties
and pacts of friendship and cooperation with the unbelievers, polytheists and the
People of the Book (Ahl al Kitab) in matters of common welfare, such as exchange in

.spheres of science, agriculture, industry, commerce, economy and defense

Of course, such pacts should not pave way for the influence and interference of the
unbelievers in the internal affairs of a Muslim State and should not hamper its
independence and security, which is to be considered of the foremost importance at

the time of concluding such pacts. In no way such pacts may
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be allowed to strengthen the position of the unbelievers and to endanger
independence of Muslims. Islamic government in no case should ignore the hidden
and inherent enmity and evil designs of the unbelievers; laxity can result in extending

.their influence on the Islamic State

Loyalty to Pacts and Treaties

If the Islamic government considers it desirable, without any force or pressure, to
conclude pacts and treaties with other countries or individuals or companies, it ought
to follow the conditions agreed upon. The Qur’an and the hadith lay great stress upon

:keeping of promises. It is said in the Qur’an

دِوقُعُْلاِب اوُفوْأَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

(O believers! fulfill your bonds ....” (5:1“

نَوعُارَ مْهِدِهْعَوَ  مْهِِتاَنامَأَِل  مْهُ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

(And those who preserve their trusts and their covenants.” (23:8“

نَوُلعَْفَت امَ  مُلَْعیَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  الًیفِکَ �  مْکُْیلَعَ  هََّللا  مُُتْلعَجَ  دْقَوَ  اهَدِیکِوَْت  دَْعَب  نَامَْیأَْلا  اوضُقُنَت  اَلوَ  مُّْتدهَاعَ  اذَإِ  هَِّللا  دِهْعَِب  اوُفوْأَوَ 

Fulfill God's covenant, when you make covenant, and break not the oaths after they
have been confirmed, and you have made God your surety; Surely God knows the

(things you do. (16:91

Fulfillment of pacts and agreements, according to these verses, is considered to be a
nnark of faith (iman) and is obligatory. These verses are also applicable to the
unbelievers and the People of the Book (Ahl al Kitab). In addition to these, some other
verses are also explicit in respect to the pacts made with the unbelievers. The Qur’an

:says

مْهِْیَلإِ اوُّمِتأَفـَ  ادًحـَأَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  اورُهِاظـَُی  مَْلوَ  ائًْیشـَ  مْکُوصـُقُنیَ  مَْل  َّمُث  نَیکِرِشـْمُْلا  نَِّم  مُّتدهـَاعَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّلإِ  مٍیِلأَ  بٍاذَعـَِب  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  رِِّشَبوَ 
َّنإِ مْهِِتَّدُم �  �یَلإِ  مْهُدَهْعَ 
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نَیقَِّتمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هََّللا 

And give you tidings to the unbelievers of a painful chastisement; excepting those “... 
of the idolaters with whom you have a treaty, and who, thereafter, have abated
nothing of your right nor have supported anyone against you. [As for these], fulfill their

(treaty till their term; surely God loves the God-fearing.” (9:3-4

In this context many traditions are related. Amir al Mu'minin 'All (A), in his letter to
:Malik al 'Ashtar, writes

نود هنج  کسفن  لعجاو  هناملأاب ، کتمذ  عراو  ءافولاب ، كدهع  طحف  همذ ، کنم  هتسبلأ  وأ  هدقع ، كودع  نیبو  کنیب  تدقع  نإو 
.دوهعلاب ءافولا  میظعت  نم  مهئاوهأ ، قرفت  عم  هیلع  اعًامتجا ، دشأ  سانلا  ءیش  هللا  ضئارف  نم  سیل  هنإف  تیطعأ ، ام 

If you conclude an agreement between yourself and your enemy or enter into a“
pledge with him, then fulfill your agreement and discharge your pledge faithfully.
Place yourself as a shield against whatever you have pledged, because among the
obligations of Allah there is nothing on which people are more firmly united despite
the difference of their ideas and variation of their views than respect for fulfilling

(pledges.” (1

:The Prophet (S) said

.دعو اذإ  فیلف  رخلآا  مویلاو  اللهاب  نمؤی  ناک  نم 

(One who believes in God and the Day of Judgment must fulfill his promises.” (2“

.اهیف قدصلاو  دیعاوملاب  ءافولا  نمؤملا  یلع  بجی 

(It is obligatory for a believer to fulfil his promises and to be sincere in his pledges.“(3“

Fulfilment of promise is one of the highest virtues of man, whose nobility is confirmed
by the human nature and is repeatedly stressed by

p: 34
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.Al Kulayni, Muhammad ibn Ya'qub, al Kafi, voL II, p. 363 - 2
Muhammad Nuri al Mazandarini al Tabari, Mustadrak al wasail wa mustanbat - 3

.al masa'il, vol. II, p. 85
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Islam. Muslims are asked to remain faithful to the pacts and agreements they have
signed even in case they may be harmful to their material gains. Muslims have to set
an example of good and exemplary conduct so that people learn from them the value

.of humaneness and friendship

If one studies the life and character of the Prophet (S), one will see that he strictly
fulfilled all his promises and agreements unless the other party violated it or some of
its clauses. For instance, the Prophet (S), according to the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah, had
agreed to hand over any individual who defects to al Madinah from Mecca over to the

.Quraysh

A newly converted Muslim, Abu Basir; escaped from Mecca and entered al Madinah
just after the treaty was signed. The Quraysh sent an emissary asking the Prophet
(S) to hand Abu Bash over to them according to the treaty. The Prophet (S) told Abu
Basir, “I have to comply with the terms of the treaty and am bound to return any

.person coming from them

In my religion violation of a treaty is not permissible. You have to return with the
emissaries of the Quraysh, and have confidence in God who will soon deliver you from
captivity.” Abu Basir said, “O Prophet of God, are you surrendering me to the infidels
who want me to give my faith up?” The Prophet (S) answered, “O Abu Basir! I have to

fulfil what I have promised according to the agreement; go with them

p: 35
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and be sure that God would liberate you and all the oppressed from their oppression.
((1

During the battle of Siffin, Amir al Mu'minin was forced, against his will, to make truce
with Mu'awiyah. After the proposed treaty was signed the Khawarij realized what
blunder they had committed, and then proposed to `Ali (A) not to follow the conditions
of the treaty. But `Ali (A) said to them, “Do you wish me to violate the treaty I have
signed and turn back from the promise? Hasn't God commanded you to fulfil your pact
and not to turn away from your oaths after they have been confirmed; and you have

(made God your surety; surely God knows the things you do.” (2

However, the Prophet (S) of God, the Caliphs, and the Imams of his family were
always faithful to their promises and treaties, whether in individual matters or social
commitments. As a matter of principle, fulfillment of promises is one of the signs of
Islam and iman. A pact can be broken only when the other party violates it, or
resolves to do so, or is not true to it. This issue is discussed in the Qur’an in the

:following words

نَیِنِئاخَْلا ُّبحُِی  اَل  هََّللا  َّنإِ  ءٍاوَسَ �  �یلَعَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  ذِْبنافَ  هًَنایَخِ  مٍوْقَ  نِم  َّنفَاخََت  اَّمإِوَ 

And if you fear treachery on the part of a people then throw it away at them on terms“
(of equality; surely Allah does not love the treacherous.” (8:58

:Again it is said

یِف اوُنعَطَوَ  مْهِدِهْعَ  دِْعَب  نِّم  مهَُنامَْیأَ  اوُثکََّن  نإِوَ 

p: 36
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نَوهُتَنیَ مْهَُّلعََل  مْهَُل  نَامَْیأَ  اَل  مْهَُّنإِ  رِْفکُْلا �  هََّمِئأَ  اوُلِتاقَفَ  مْکُِنیدِ 

But if they break their oaths after their agreement and (openly) revile your religion,“
then fight the leaders of unbelief; surely they have no binding oaths; haply they will

(desist.” (9:12

مُتنکُ نإِ  هُوْشَخَْت  نأَ  ُّقحَأَ  هَُّللافـَ  مْهَُنوْشَخَْتأَ �  هٍَّرمَ �  لََّوأَ  مْکُوءُدََـب  مهُوَ  لِوسـَُّرلا  جِارَخْإِِـب  اوُّمهَوَ  مْهَُنامـَْیأَ  اوُـثکََّن  امـًوْقَ  نَوُلِتاقـَُت  اَـلأَ 
نَیِنِمؤُّْم

What! Will you not fight a people who broke their oaths and aimed at the expulsion of“
the Apostle, and they attacked you first? Do you fear them? You would do better to be

(afraid of God, if you are believers.” (9:13

There is much evidence that the Prophet (S) and his successors acted upon this
guide line. In the case of the Treaty of Hudaybiyyah the Prophet (S) remained faithful
to the conditions of the treaty as long as the unbelievers abode by the treaty; when
the unbelievers violated some of its conditions, the Prophet (S) also annulled the

.treaty and declared war against them

Frustrating the Enemies

One of the important and salient features of the Islamic foreign policy concerns
discouragement of enemies from aggression. It is the duty of the Islamic State to
increase and enhance its military powers by equipping its army with all the necessary
arms so that its strength and superiority is recognized by the world, and the enemies
of Islam are discouraged to the extent that they cannot dare to think of committing

:transgression against it. The Qur’an says

لِْیخَْلا طِاَبِّر  نِموَ  هٍَّوُق  نِّم  مُتْعطَتَسْا  اَّم  مهَُل  اوُّدعِأَوَ 
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مُْتنأَوَ مْکُْیَلإِ  َّفوَُی  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  ءٍیْشـَ  نِم  اوقُفِنُت  امَوَ  مْهُمُلَْعیَ �  هَُّللا  مُهَُنومُلَْعَت  اَل  مْهِِنودُ  نِم  نَیرِخَآوَ  مْکَُّودُعَوَ  هَِّللا  َّودُعـَ  هِِب  نَوُبهِرُْت 
نَومُلَظُْت اَل 

Make ready for them whatever force and strings of horses you can, to frighten“
thereby the enemy of Allah and your enemy, and others besides them whom you do
not know (but) Allah knows them. And whatever you expend in Allah's way, shall be

(repaid you in full, and you will not be wronged.” (8:60

In this verse God addresses all the Muslims and not just the Prophet (S), and
commands them to strive to muster all the forces they can and to make all
preparations and gather all necessary equipment so that their force is regarded as
superior to all the other forces in the region in every respect; superior in war
readiness, military experience, and strategic expertise, superior in the most advanced
and sophisticated weapons, superior in the means of transportation on land, sea and
air so powerful that all the enemies of Islam recognize the Islamic State as militarily

.superior to them in all respects

The word `enemy' does not include only those whom you know as enemies, but also
those who are not identifiable but are nursing enmity in their hearts, and only God
knows their evil designs: “whom you do not know, but Allah knows them”, is a clause

.of great significance in this verse and needs close attention

Muslims are commanded to be always in a state of preparation, fully armed and
,well equipped

p: 38
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so that even those of whose enmity you are not aware are intimidated and
discouraged from plotting and attacking you in any way. With such a superior force
Muslims can check the aggressive designs of the imperialist powers and can uproot
from the very foundation chaos, corruption, aggression, exploitation and oppression

.from the face of the earth

For this sacred cause, which is willed by God, all the energies and resources that are
utilized, would be compensated by God, for your powers are directed toward the
attainments of a sacred goal, significant from the Divine as well as human point of

.view. This effort is not aimed at attaining worldly power, wealth, and position

The Qur’an commands Muslims to be aware of the personal animosity, hidden malice,
and sly conspiracies and strategies of the unbelievers, and that they should never
forget that the enemies are awaiting an opportunity to encroach upon their lands,
interfere in their affairs and finally to enslave them and subjugate their faith. Muslims
are required to always pursue the Divine objectives and to remain firm against their
enemies. They should never follow or pursue what is prohibited by the Islamic law.

:The Qur’an commands

رُیصِمَْلا سَْئِبوَ  مَُّنهَجَ �  مْهُاوَأْمَوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ �  ظُْلغْاوَ  نَیقِِفانَمُْلاوَ  رَاَّفکُْلا  دِهِاجَ  ُّیِبَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O Prophet! Strive hard against the unbelievers and the hypocrites and be hard“
(against them; and their abode is hell what an evil resort.” (66:9

رِاَّفکُْلا یلَعَ  ءُاَّدشِأَ  هُعَمَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  هَِّللا �  لُوسَُّر  دٌَّمحَُّم 

Muhammad, the Apostle of Allah, and those with him are“
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(hard against the unbelievers ....” (48:29

The Prophet (S) is ordered by God to struggle hard against the unbelievers and those
who are enemies in the garb of friendship of Islam, and he is asked to be very firm in
this matter. Here the verb jahid (related to jihad) seems to be used not in the sense of
holy war but in the sense of struggle or effort; for the Prophet (S) did not wage war, in

(. the true sense of the word, against the munafiqun (hypocrites

It may be therefore conjectured that the Prophet (S) is commanded to make all
efforts to advance his cause and to frustrate the designs and plots of the unbelievers
and hidden enemies (munafiqun). He is asked to defeat them with the force of
argument, exhortation, good counsel, proper guidance and preaching in short all the
appropriate means are to be availed of and all efforts to be put in against the
enemies. He is asked to be ever vigilant, showing no signs of weakness against the

:enemies. The Qur’an says

نَوُنهِدُْیفَ نُهِدُْت  وَْل  اوُّدوَ  نَیِبِّذکَمُْلا  عِطُِت  الَفَ 

So obey not those who reject (the Divine message). They wish that you should be“
(compromising so they [too] would compromise.” (68:8 9

ارًیِبکَ ادًاهَجِ  هِِب  مهُدْهِاجَوَ  نَیرِِفاکَْلا  عِطُِت  الَفَ 

So do not follow the unbelievers, and strive against them with a mighty striving.”“
((25:52

نَیِنِمؤُّْم مُتنکُ  نإِ  نَوْلَعْأَْلا  مُُتنأَوَ  اوُنزَحَْت  اَلوَ  اوُنهَِت  اَلوَ 

And be not infirm, and be not grieving; you shall have the upper hand if you are“
(believers.” (3:139

عُدْافَ � ذَِلفَ 
�

کَِل
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مُکُنَْیَب لَدِعْأَِل  تُرِْمأُوَ  بٍاتَکِ �  نِم  هَُّللا  لَزَنأَ  امَِب  تُنمَآ  لُْقوَ  مْهُءَاوَهْأَ �  عِْبَّتَت  اَلوَ  تَرِْمأُ �  امَکَ  مْقِتَسْاوَ 

To this, then, go on inviting, and go on steadfastly on the right way as you are “
commanded, and do not follow their caprices, and say: 1 believe in what Allah has

(revealed [to me] of the Book, and I am commanded to do justice with you .... “ (42:15

نِودُ نِّم  مکَُل  امَوَ  رُاَّنلا  مُکَُّسمَتَفَ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  یَلإِ  اوُنکَرَْت  اَلوَ  رٌیصَِب  نَوُلمَْعَت  امَِب  هَُّنإِ  اوْغَطَْت �  اَلوَ  کَعَمَ  بَاَت  نمَوَ  تَرِْمأُ  امَکَ  مْقِتَسـْافَ 
نَورُصَنُت اَل  َّمُث  ءَایَِلوْأَ  نِْم  هَِّللا 

Continue then in the right way as you and he who has turned (to Allah) with you were“
commanded, and be not inordinate [O men!], surely He sees what you do. And do not
incline to those who are unjust, lest the fire touch you, and you have no guardians

(besides Allah, then you shall not be helped.” (11:112 113

نَوُنزَحْیَ مْهُ  اَلوَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  فٌوْخَ  الَفَ  اوُماقَتَسْا  َّمُث  هَُّللا  انَُّبرَ  اوُلاقَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ 

Surely those who say: “Our Lord is Allah,” then they continue on the right way, they“
(shall have no fear nor shall they grieve.” (46:13

The Islamic State's Relations with the Muslims of the World

Islam considers all Muslims to be one ummah, a community whose basis is faith and
common objectives, and among all its constituent units exists a deeper unity which
does not allow the differences of region, race, language, and nation to disrupt and

:disintegrate it. The Qur’an declares

نِودُُبعْافَ مْکُُّبرَ  اَنأَوَ  هًدَحِاوَ  هًَّمأُ  مْکُُتَّمأُ  هِذِ�هَ  َّنإِ 

Surely this community of yours is one“

p: 41
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(community (ummah), and I am your Lord, therefore serve Me.” (21:92

According to this verse, Muslims are identified as one ummah, as parts of which they
move towards a common goal, strive to realize their common objectives, worship one

.and the only God

In many traditions Muslims are described as one body, and different units of the
Muslim ummah are regarded as the organs of a single body. A few of the traditions

.are quoted here in order to substantiate the point

Abu Said narrates from the Prophet (S) that he said, “A believer's relationship to other
believers is like that of the different parts of a building, each of which supports the

(other.” (1

The Prophet (S) said: “A believer with respect to other believers is related like the head
is related to the body. A believer feels the pain of other believers as the head feels the

(pain of the body.” (2

The Prophet (S) said: “One who gets up in the morning and his mind is not preoccupied
(with the matters of Muslims, is not one of them. “(3

Imam Ja'far al Sadiq (A) said: “Muslims are related to one another like the parts of a
(body; if a part of a body is in pain, other parts of it cannot remain unaffected.” (4

Al Imam al Sadiq (A) said: “The believers are related to one another like brothers
born of the same parents; if any one of them is injured, others are kept awake the

(whole night for his sake.” (5

:Al Imam al Sadiq (A) said further

p: 42
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A Muslim is the brother of other Muslims; he is never unjust to them, never betrays“
them, and is never treacherous to them. He always strives to help them and treats
them sympathetically and brotherly; and helps those among Muslims who are needy,
and obeys the command of God for being merciful to one another. He remembers
with compassion and grief his brother who has gone away in the same way as the

(Helpers (al 'Ansar) of the Prophet (S) helped their brothers.” (1

All these traditions lead us to the conclusion that all Muslims are brothers and are like
a single body, and therefore can never be indifferent towards one another. Among
them should prevail the spirit of cooperation, brotherhood, fraternity, good will, love,
sympathy, and unity of direction and purpose, and they should be always united for
the defense of the Ummah. From this we can infer that the responsibility of the
Islamic State is not confined to its boundaries only, but it is also responsible for and
committed to all individuals of the Muslim Ummah. It should try to realize, as far as

:possible, the following objectives

Propagation of the genuine teachings of Islam among all the Muslims of the world ( 1)
by means of distribution of books, journals, and daily papers, sending preachers,
arranging cultural exchange programs, deputing teachers, establishing religious
institutions like mosques and madrasah's, chalking out effective programs of religious
instructions and making them accessible to all the believers, and making use of all

.other vehicles of propaganda

(2)
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Full support to all Islamic movements and struggles for the freedom of the Muslims of
.the world

.Economic aid to all the deprived, oppressed, and needy people of the world ( 3)

.Defence of all the victims of injustice arid tyranny ( 4)

.Endeavour for promoting the cause of Muslim unity ( 5)

Defence of the independence of the Muslims wherever and whenever their ( 6)
.freedom is endangered by the aggression of the enemies

The Islamic government has to fulfill these great responsibilities in accordance with
its resources and strength with due consideration of its own interests with respect to
other countries and nations and their varying conditions and circumstances. It is the
Islamic State's duty to explore and investigate all the existing possibilities and

.conditions thoroughly, so that it is able to frame its foreign policy accordingly

The Relations of the Islamic State with the Powers Ruling over Muslims

What policy has the Islamic government to adopt vis-à-vis the governments which
rule over a considerable number of Muslims? Should it be on a par with the policy in
relation to other non Muslim countries, or a different policy is to be adopted toward
such States? Of course, all the States where Muslims live are not alike, and they can

:be divided into different categories

First Category: A state's government is one hundred per cent Islamic if it has firm faith
.in the Islamic system and fully implements it in all of its dimensions

Second Category: Those States which accept the Islamic faith in general, but which do
not recognize fully the implications of the Islamic faith. In application, they confine

Islam to the
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matters pertaining to the fundamental doctrines of the faith, prescribed forms of
.worship and some parts of Islamic ethics

They do not understand Islam as a comprehensive system that covers not only the
matters of worship but also all the moral, political, and social aspects of human life.
Such a government does not Islamize its governmental and social institutions, not

.because of any hostility but due to sheer ignorance

Third Category: The States which claim to be Muslim but do not have any objective
except remaining in power and ruling over Muslims under this pretext. All that matters
to its officials is position, authority, and luxuries of life; they do not care for Islam or

.for anything else, and are not interested in following the teachings and laws of Islam

Fourth Category: A government which is not only uncommitted to Islam, but is also
installed in power by unbelieving and oppressive powers, receives their support, and

.acts as a puppet in the hands of oppressors and enemies of Islam

In view of the above mentioned categories, the foreign policy of an Islamic State
cannot be uniform with respect to various States and governments. The Islamic
government is committed to a particular ideology and certain . specific aims, hence it
has to choose the best policy which can be instrumental in reaching nearest to its
goals in the best possible manner. An Islamic government is obliged to fulfill its
commitments to all Muslims of the world. Such commitments are enumerated in brief

It should make ( 1)
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all efforts to awaken Muslims of the world and to arm them with the teachings,
.culture, and values of Islam

It should strive to create an atmosphere of cordiality, fraternity, and mutual ( 2)
.understanding conducive to Islamic unity

It should try its best to eliminate from the Muslim countries all forms of influence ( 3)
.and intervention of the unbelievers and the imperialists

An all out effort for achieving complete independence and freedom of the Muslim ( 4)
.Ummah

An attempt to establish Islamic rule and to implement Islamic laws all over the ( 5)
.world

Defence of the oppressed and the exploited people and enforcement of social ( 6)
.justice throughout the whole world

War against unbelief, materialism, and imperialism with a view to spreading tawhid ( 7)
.and Islam in the world

Such is the scope of the responsibility of an Islamic government whose fulfillment is
an extremely delicate and difficult task. The authorities of the Islamic State should
frame their external affairs policies, keeping in view the targets mentioned above, in

.such a fashion that they are able to reach their objectives sooner and with efficiency

Naturally no uniform policy in relation to all the various States and governments can
be adopted, for all of them are different from one another in many respects. In
accordance with each country's pattern of government, and cultural traditions; the
military, economic and political potentialities, of the Islamic State; different policies
have to be pursued in the context of the general conditions and the historical course

.of the world events

It is important that
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the desired goal ought never to be let to slip out of our mind, and every possible
.opportunity and means accessible to us are to be tried for attaining it

In some cases breaking of relations is the best policy, while in other cases complete
mutual cooperation is required. Occasionally war is the best way of solving the
problems, and sometimes truce is essential. It is up to the authorities of an Islamic
government to decide which policy and what way can be adopted. We can only
suggest briefly that, in general, maintaining good relations with certain countries is

:advantageous in some respects, as follows

A spirit of mutual understanding in relation to various States can provide better ( 1)
opportunities for establishing contacts with the people and for propagating the
teachings and principles of Islam in order to awaken Muslims and acquaint them with
the realities of Islam so that proper ground is prepared for implementation of the

.Islamic social system and its laws

Good relations with friendly States are conducive to seeking their support and ( 2)
cooperation in the international organizations and forums in order to advance the

.interests of Islam

Good relations are more conducive to attainment of the desired goal of Islamic ( 3)
unity and liberation of nations from the clutches of the infidel imperialist powers. As
the unbelievers and exploiters make attempt to sow the seeds of disunity among the
Muslim countries in order to protect their own interests, breakdown of relations

among Muslim States serves their purpose and is
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.desired by them

Without harming the main objectives, if good relations with other Muslim countries
are maintained and attempts are made to bring them closer, it would bring us closer
to our goal. To whatever degree an Islamic State comes closer to other States, to the

.same extent they move away from the imperialist exploitative powers

If the Islamic State breaks its relations with some State, that State is forced to ( 4)
have closer alliance with the infidel imperialist powers for its own safety, with the
probability that it shall fall totally into the hands of those powers. This would certainly

.damage the global cause of Islam

Relations of the Islamic State with such countries as mentioned above would be to ( 5)
the common benefit of the related nations from economic, cultural, and political points

.of view

Friendly relations can provide a safeguard against the hostility and conspiracy of ( 6)
.other powers, or at least such relations can reduce the possibilities of opposition

The Islamic State, by maintaining friendly relations and promoting mutual ( 7)
understanding with. all the Muslim countries, can meet its economic, cultural, scientific
and military needs, and come closer to attaining self sufficiency. In the same
proportion it would lead the Muslim countries to reduce their dependence upon
oppressive world powers, and thus would inflict a severe blow upon the forces of

.exploitation

Nevertheless, all this depends upon the Islamic State's commitment to the message
and goals of Islam, which should always be kept in sight, and all our attempts must be

directed
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towards their realization. The course of action for attaining those objectives cannot
always be one and the same; it would differ according to conditions and

.circumstances

The choice of the best course is a highly difficult, critical, and sensitive affair, and even
a minor lapse can result in un amendable consequences, weakening the power and

.prestige of the Islamic State

Howsoever difficult and crucial the choice of policy for conducting foreign affairs and
international relations may be, it is the responsibility of the officials of the Islamic
State to adopt the best course with extreme care, acute insight, and faultless
anticipation, in accordance with the existing conditions, in general, and the general

.criteria laid down by Islam in particular

It is in this framework that sometimes a situation may arise in which breaking of
relations with certain States, and even covert or open war against them is

.necessitated

p: 49
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About center
In the name of Allah

نَومُلَْعیَالَنَیذَِّلاوََنومُلَْعیَنَیذَِّلایوِتَسْیَْلهَ
?Are those who know equal to those who do not know

al-Zumar: 9

:Introduction
Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan, from 2007, under the authority of
Ayatollah Haj SayyedHasanFaqihImami (God blesses his soul), by sincere and daily
efforts of university and seminary elites and sophisticated groups began its activities

. in religious, cultural and scientific fields

:Manifesto
Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan in order to facilitate and
accelerate the accessibility of researchers to the books and tools of research, in the
field of Islamic science, and regarding the multiplicity and dispersion of active centers

 in this field
and numerous and inaccessible sources by a mere scientific intention and far from
any kind of social, political, tribal and personal prejudices and currents, based on
performing a project in the shape of (management of produced and published works
from all Shia centers) tries to provide a rich and free collection of books and research
papers for the experts, and helpful contents and discussions for the educated
generation and all classes of people interested in reading, with various formats in the

. cyberspace
:Our Goals are

(propagating the culture and teachings of Thaqalayn (Quran and Ahlulbayt p.b.u.t-
encouraging the populace particularly the youth in investigating the religious issues-

 replacing useful contents with useless ones in the cellphones, tablets and computers-
providing services for seminary and university researchers-

spreading culture study in the publich-
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paving the way for the publications and authors to digitize their works-

:Policies
acting according to the legal licenses-

relationship with similar centers-
avoiding parallel working-

merely presenting scientific contents-
 mentioning the sources-

.It’s obvious that all the responsibilities are due to the author

:Other activities of the institute
Publication of books, booklets and other editions-

Holding book reading competitions-
Producing virtual, three dimensional exhibitions, panoramas of religious and tourism-

places

.Producing animations, computer games and etc-
Launching the website with this address: www.ghaemiyeh.com-

 Fabricatingdramatic and speech works-
Launching the system of answering religious, ethical and doctrinal questions-

Designing systems of accounting, media and mobile, automatic and handy systems,-
web kiosks

 Holding virtual educational courses for the public-
Holding virtual teacher-training courses-

Producing thousands of research software in three languages (Persian, Arabic and-
English) which can be performed in computers, tablets and cellphones and available
and downloadable with eight international formats: JAVA, ANDROID, EPUB, CHM, PDF,

HTML, CHM, GHB on the website
Also producing four markets named “Ghaemiyeh Book Market” with Android, IOS,-

WINDOWS PHONE and WINDOWS editions
:Appreciation

We would appreciate the centers, institutes, publications, authors and all honorable
. friends who contributed their help and data to us to reach the holy goal we follow
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: Address of the central office
Isfahan, Abdorazaq St, Haj Mohammad JafarAbadei Alley, Shahid Mohammad

HasanTavakkoly Alley, Number plate 129, first floor
Website: www.ghbook.ir
Email: Info@ghbook.ir

Central office Tel: 03134490125
021 Tehran Tel: 88318722 ـ 

Commerce and sale: 09132000109
Users’ affairs: 09132000109

Introduction of the Center – Ghaemiyeh Digital Library

About centerGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 63 of 64

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

	Contents
	Foreign Policy of an Islamic State
	BOOK ID
	point
	Foreign Policy of an Islamic State
	point
	Introduction
	The Universality of Islam
	point
	Dissemination of Islamic Teachings

	Inviting to Good, a Public Duty
	Propagation of Islam: A Duty of the Islamic Government
	Crusade against Oppression and Exploitation
	Independence of the Ummah, its Relations with Non‑Muslim Countries
	point
	Islamic Unity
	Islam ‑ a Perfect and Independent System

	The Qur’an and Exposure of the Enemies
	point
	Friendship with unbelievers is considered even as a sign of disbelief

	Friendship with Unbelievers in Case of Emergency
	Pacts of Cooperation and Non‑aggression with Unbelievers
	point
	A. The Pact with the Jews
	B. The Treaty of Hudaybiyyah
	C. The Treaty with Yuhanna, the Governor of Aylah
	D. The Treaty with the Christians of Najran

	Loyalty to Pacts and Treaties
	Frustrating the Enemies
	The Islamic State's Relations with the Muslims of the World
	The Relations of the Islamic State with the Powers Ruling over Muslims


	About center

