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point

A Facts CheckIn this book, the author is thoroughly investigating the Sunni reports on

the alleged leadership of salat by Abu Bakr during the fatal illness of the Messenger.
He will be analyzing the bewildering contradictions between the so-called “sahih”
Sunni ahadith on the claim; and he will be questioning the historicity of the whole

episode. In particular, he will be examining the correct implications of leadership in
salat, according to orthodox Sunni Islam. Does it indicate superiority? Does it confer

the khilafah? Do our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah really have any case, even if the
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?tale about Abu Bakr had been true
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Preface

میحرلا نمحرلا  هللا  مسب 

:Let us imagine that an authentic hadith of the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, reads

يدعب نم  نمؤم  لک  یف  یتفیلخ  رکب  وبأ 

Abu Bakr is my khalifah over every

p: 1
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.believer after me

?How would the Ahl al-Sunnah have interpreted it

:What about this one

يدعب نمؤم  لک  یلو  رکب  وبأ 

.Abu Bakr is the wali of every believer after me

:Or this

يریزوو یثراوو  یبحاصو  یخأ  رکب  وبأ 

.Abu Bakr is my brother, and my companion, and my inheritor and my wazir

We have absolutely no doubt that the Ahl al-Sunnah would cite these statements as

unassailable proofs of Abu Bakr’s legitimate khilafah over the Ummah immediately

after the Messenger of Allah. However, as we have discussed in our second book, On

the Khilafah of ‘Ali over Abu Bakr, the above ahadith and similar others actually exist

with reliable chains in the Sunni books – except that instead of “Abu Bakr”, it is the

name of Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, ‘alaihi al-salam, that is mentioned in them.
.This is why the Ahl al-Sunnah do not like, and always struggle against, them

When we quote the actual ahadith with the name of ‘Ali to our Sunni brothers, they

usually instinctively respond with a tired counterargument: the Prophet deputized Abu

Bakr to lead the salat during his fatal illness. To them, that, in a weird way, is a
stronger, and more explicit, proof of khilafah than any of the ahadith about ‘Ali!
Apparently, the world is indeed a very strange place. When the Messenger of Allah

said “ ‘Ali is my khalifah over every believer after me”, Sunnis think he was NOT

naming ‘Ali as his khalifah! But, when he allegedly appointed Abu Bakr to lead salat as

p: 2
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he had similarly appointed many others before him – to our brothers from the Ahl al-
!Sunnah - he was somehow naming him his khalifah

In this book, we are thoroughly investigating the Sunni reports on the alleged

leadership of salat by Abu Bakr during the fatal illness of the Messenger. We will be

analyzing the bewildering contradictions between the so-called “sahih” Sunni ahadith

on the claim; and we will be questioning the historicity of the whole episode. In

particular, we will be examining the correct implications of leadership in salat,
according to orthodox Sunni Islam. Does it indicate superiority? Does it confer the

khilafah? Do our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah really have any case, even if the tale

?about Abu Bakr had been true

We seek Allah’s Help in this effort, and we implore Him to forgive us all our mistakes in
it, and to accept it as a worthy act of ‘ibadah. And may Allah send His salawat and

.barakat upon our master, Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah, and upon his purified offspring

”? An Exclusive “Merit . 1

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) says

هلاـصلا یف  هرات  ایلعو  هرات  موتکم  مأ  نبا  فلختـسا  اـمک  نیملـسملاب  یلـصی  هفلختـسی  نم  فلختـسا  هنیدـملا  نع  رفاـس  اذإ  ناـکو 
هرات امهریغ  فلختساو 

حاحـصلا یف  تباث  رتاوتم  هلاـصلا  یف  قیدـصلل  هفلاختـساو  هریغ  لاو  ایلع  رکب لا  ابأ  ـلاإ  فلختـسی  ملف  هضرمو  هتبیغ  لاـح  یف  اـمأف 
هجو ریغ  نم  دناسملاو  ننسلاو 

Whenever he (the Prophet) left Madinah on a journey, he would appoint a khalifah (to
govern the city on his behalf). Whoever he

p: 3
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appointed as a khalifah would lead the Muslims in salat, as he once made Ibn Umm

Maktum a khalifah, and also ‘Ali once, to lead the salat. He equally appointed others

.apart from them both as khalifahs at other times

However, during his absence or illness, he never appointed anyone as khalifah except

Abu Bakr – neither ‘Ali nor anyone else. And his appointment of al-Siddiq as khalifah to
lead salat is mutawatir, and authentically narrated in the Sahih books, and the Sunan

(books, and the Musnad books through many routes.(1

:Basically, our Shaykh confesses to the following points

Abu Bakr was NOT the first or the only to lead Muslims in salat in the mosque of the . 1
.Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, in Madinah

Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, and Ibn Umm Maktum, raḍiyallahu ‘anhu, . 2
were among those Sahabah, raḍiyallahu ‘anhum, who also led the Muslims in salat in

.that mosque on the order of the Messenger of Allah

:But, our Shaykh then proceeds to make some garbled remarks

i. Abu Bakr was the only one ever deputized to lead salat in the mosque of the Prophet

.during his absence from Madinah

ii. He was also the only one ever commanded to lead the salat in that mosque during

.the Messenger’s illness

Somehow, Ibn Taymiyyah thinks that these were “exclusive merits” of his first

khalifah, Abu Bakr. But, when the Messenger of Allah appointed Imam ‘Ali, Ibn Umm

Maktum and others as khalifahs over his Madinah, was he then not also “absent” from

?! the city

p: 4

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad
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Rashad Salim], vol. 8, p. 558
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:The Shaykh himself answers

نیملسملاب یلصی  هفلختسی  نم  فلختسا  هنیدملا  نع  رفاس  اذإ  ناکو 

Whenever he (the Prophet) LEFT MADINAH on a journey, he would appoint a khalifah

(to govern the city on his behalf). Whoever he appointed as a khalifah would lead the

Muslims in Salat

With this admission, one wonders: on what basis then was Abu Bakr the only one ever

appointed khalifah to lead salat in Madinah during the Prophet’s absence? How on

earth did that submission of Ibn Taymiyyah even ever make any sense to him at all?!
Why do these people suddenly lose their simple logic whenever discussions involving

?Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib come up

As for our Shaykh’s insistence on the “uniqueness” of Abu Bakr’s khilafah in salat

during the Prophet’s illness, then, there are two issues. One, as we will demonstrate in
this book, there is NO reliable proof of it - to begin with! All that our Sunni brothers can

muster together are nothing but a set of severely contradictory riwayat which only

muddle up the entire picture. Such kinds of irreconcilable reports are never accepted

as valid testimonies. Two, even if it is agreed, for the sake of argument, that Abu Bakr

ever led the salat on the order of the Prophet, then there is very little “merit” in it for

him, if any at all. He then would have been a khalifah in salat only, which was the

weakest form of khilafah. He would have had no authority whatsoever to give

commands

p: 5
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to the Muslim soldiers, or to administer the Muslim society, or to pass judgments in
disputes. Basically, he had no administrative, military or judicial authority in his alleged

khilafah. By contrast, when Amir al-Muminin was made the khalifah of Madinah by the

Messenger during the Battle of Tabuk, the former had full authority to lead Muslims in
salat in the Prophet’s mosque, command the Muslim armed forces stationed with him

in the city, administer the affairs of its inhabitants and give judgments in any disputes

that arose among them! How can anyone rationally consider the largely empty

?khilafah of Abu Bakr as superior to that of ‘Ali? How do these people reason

The issue of Abu Bakr’s alleged appointment as prayer-leader is usually raised by our

brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah in debates over khilafah. Their logic always is – since

the Prophet deputized Abu Bakr to lead the salat in his mosque, then he was

automatically declaring the latter, implicitly, as his khalifah after his death. However,
even Ibn Taymiyyah is unable to completely ignore the fallacy of this mainstream

:Sunni premise

ملـس هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نإف  توملا  دـعب  فلختـسی  نإ  حلـصی  همـلأا  ضعب  یلع  هاـیحلا  یف  فلاختـسلال  حلـصی  نم  لـک  سیل 
هتوم دعب  هفلاخلل  حلصی  نم لا  مهنم  دحاو و  ریغ  هتایح  یف  فلختسا 

Not all who are qualified to be appointed khalifahs during the lifetime (of the Muslim

ruler) over part of the Ummah are equally qualified to be appointed as khalifahs after

(. the death (of the ruler

p: 6
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The Prophet, peace be upon him, appointed during his lifetime many people as

khalifahs, and among them were those who were not qualified for the khilafah after

(his death.(1

(A Game of Contradictions (Part 1 . 2

point

There actually is no valid Sunni proof to establish that Abu Bakr was ever deputized by

the Messenger, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, as prayer-leader during the latter’s fatal or

other illness. The reports about Abu Bakr’s alleged appointment were narrated mainly

by both Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah and Anas. Most of the reports on the matter trace

directly to them both, and to ‘Aishah in particular. There were other Sahabah – such

as Ibn Mas’ud, Ibn ‘Abbas, Ibn ‘Umar, Abu Musa al-Ash’ari, Buraydah, Salim b.
‘Ubayd, and Ibn Zam’a. However, their reports were mostly carbon copies of the

severely contradictory riwayat of both ‘Aishah and Anas. In this chapter, we will be

dissecting primarily the narrations of ‘Aishah and Anas – and by extension, those of all

the others too. We will be exposing their extreme weakness as valid proofs in the

.issue at hand

Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) has compiled many of these reports under the chapter: “The

Imam is authorized to appoint someone as khalifah who will lead the people in salat

when there is a valid reason for it, for example illness, or journey or others. And

whoever performs salat behind a sitting Imam who is unable to stand should do so
standing if he can. And there is an abrogation of performing salat sitting behind a

sitting

p: 7

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 339
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Imam for whoever is able to stand.” So, we will be examining the landmark reports in
.it in this investigative research

Exhibit A

:Muslim records

مل لاق  سنأ  نع  زیزعلادبع  انثدح  لاق  ثدحی  یبأ  تعمـس  لاق  دمـصلادبع  انثدح  لااق  هللادبع  نب  نوراهو  ینثملا  نب  دمحم  انثدـح 
باجحلاب ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  یبن  لاقف  مدقتی  رکب  وبأ  بهذف  هلاـصلا  تمیقأف  اثلاث  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  یبن  انیلإ  جرخی 

نیح ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  هجو  نم  انیلإ  بجعأ  ناک  طق  ارظنم  انرظن  ام  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  یبن  هجو  انل  حضو  املف  هعفرف 
ملف باجحلا  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  یبن  یخرأو  مدقتی  نأ  رکب  یبأ  یلإ  هدیب  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  یبن  أموأف  لاق  انل  حـضو 

تام یتح  هیلع  ردقن 

Muhammad b. Al-Muthanna and Harun b. ‘Abd Allah – ‘Abd al-Samad – my father –
:‘Abd al-‘Aziz – Anas

The Prophet of Allah, peace be upon him, did not come out to us for three days. When

the salat was about to start, ABU BAKR STEPPED FORWARD TO LEAD. The Prophet of

Allah, peace be upon him, was near the curtain and he lifted it. When the face of the

Prophet of Allah, peace be upon him, became visible to us, we had never seen

anything as wonderful to us as the face of the Prophet, peace be upon him when it
became visible to us. So, the Prophet of Allah, peace be upon him, gestured to Abu

Bakr with his hand to lead. The Prophet

p: 8
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of Allah, peace be upon him, then drew the curtain, and we were unable to see him

(until he died.(1

This report explicitly states that the Messenger of Allah was unable to lead the

Sahabah in salat for a total of four days – the initial three days and his day of death.
Basically, he did not participate in salat with the Muslims in his mosque throughout the

.last four days of his lifetime

Exhibit B

In another report, Anas indicated that the Messenger died on a Monday. Muslim again

:documents

( دعـس نب  میهاربإ  نبا  وهو  ( ) بوقعی انثدح  نارخلآا  لاقو  ینربخأ  دبع  لاق   ) دیمح نب  دبعو  یناولحلا  نسحو  دـقانلا  ورمع  ینثدـح 
هیلع هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  عجو  یف  مهل  یلـصی  ناک  رکب  ابأ  نأ  کلام  نب  سنأ  ینربخأ  لاق  باهـش  نبا  نع  حلاص  نع  یبأ  ینثدحو 
رظنف هرجحلا  رتس  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  فشک  هلاصلا  یف  فوفص  مهو  نینثلاا  موی  ناک  اذإ  یتح  هیف  یفوت  يذلا  ملـس  و 
جرف نم  هلاـصلا  یف  نحنو  انتهبف  لاق  اکحاض  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  مسبت  مث  فحـصم  هقرو  ههجو  نأک  مئاـق  وهو  اـنیلإ 
جراخ ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  نظو  فصلا  لصیل  هیبقع  یلع  رکب  وبأ  صکنو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  جورخب 

یخرأف ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لخد  مث  لاق  مکتلاـص  اومتأ  نأ  هدیب  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  مهیلإ  راشأف  هلاـصلل 
کلذ هموی  نم  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یفوتف  لاق  رتسلا 

Amr al-Naqid, Hasan al-Halwani and ‘Abd b. Hamid‘

p: 9

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 1, p. 315,

(419 (100
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:Ya’qub b. Ibrahim b. Sa’d – my father – Salih – Ibn Shihab – Anas b. Malik – 

Abu Bakr led them in salat during the fatal illness of the Messenger of Allah, peace be

upon him, UNTIL IT WAS A MONDAY and they had stood in congregational rows

PERFORMING salat. The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, drew aside the

curtain of the room and looked at us while he was standing. His face was like the page

of the mushaf. Then, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, felt happy and

smiled. And we were confounded with joy DURING THE SALAT due to the coming out

of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. Abu Bakr stepped back upon his heels

to continue the salat in the congregational row, thinking that the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, had come out for the salat. The Messenger of Allah, peace be

upon him, gestured to them with his hand to “complete your salat”. Then, the

.Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, entered and drew the curtain

(He (Anas) said: The Messenger of Allah breathed his last ON THAT VERY DAY of his.(1

This hadith is interesting. Anas made it absolutely clear that they were already

in their congregational rows, before the appearance of هلاصلا ,) یف   ) performing the salat

the Prophet. Yet, the Sahabah were able, during salat, to see the Messenger of Allah

draw the curtain, to view his bright face and his happy smile, to witness

p: 10

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 1, p. 315,

(419 (98
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how Abu Bakr stepped back, to notice how the Prophet’s hand gesture to him, and to
look at him returning to his room. What kind of salat was that?! Where were they

?really looking during the prayer? Were they even concentrating at all

:Muslim has this further riwayah as well

هیلع هللا  لوسر  یلإ  اهترظن  هرظن  رخآ  لاق  سنأ  نع  يرهزلا  نع  هنییع  نب  نایفـس  انثدح  لااق  برح  نب  ریهزو  دـقانلا  ورمع  هینثدـحو 
نینثلاا موی  هراتسلا  فشک  ملسو 

:Amr al-Naqid and Zuhayr b. Harb – Sufyan b. ‘Uyaynah – al-Zuhri – Anas‘

The last glance which we had of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, was

(when he drew the curtain aside ON MONDAY.(1

Therefore, the Prophet did not participate in congregational salat on Monday, the day

of his death. He also did not pray in his mosque throughout the three days before that.
That means that he stopped leading his Sahabah on Thursday, most probably in its
afternoon or evening. So, on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, he did not come out to his

followers at all. On Monday, the day he died, he showed himself to them but did not

join them in the salat. The direct implication of all this is that his last ever salat with his

.Sahabah was offered on Thursday

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H) agrees with our conclusions

سیمخلا لا موی  کلذ  نوکیو  مدقتملا ، هشئاع  ثیدح  یف  هب  احرصم  ءاج  امک  رهظلا  مهعم  اهلاص  هلاـص  رخآ  نوکی  اذه  یلعف  انلق 
یقهیبلا هاکح  امک  دحلأا  موی  لاو  تبسلا  موی 

p: 11

(Ibid, vol. 1, p. 315, 419 (99 - 1
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فیعض وهو  هبقع  نب  یسوم  يزاغم  نع 

We say: based upon this, the last salat which he performed with them would be Zuhr,
as it is explicitly reported in the foregoing hadith of ‘Aishah, and that would be on

Thursday – and not on Saturday or Sunday as al-Bayhaqi quoted from Maghazi of

(Musa b. ‘Uqbah, and it (i.e. that submission of Musa) is ḍa’if.(1

:Imam al-Salihi al-Shami (d. 942 H) has a backup for him

هاور مایأ  هعـست   : لـیقو  . هصقنب  : لـیقو موی  هداـیزب   : لـیقو اـموی  رـشع  هثـلاث  هنأ  یلع  رثکـلأاف  هضرم ، هدـم  یف  فلتخا   : ظـفاحلا لاـق 
مایأ هثلاث  عطقنا  هنأ  لاإ  هلاـصلا  یلإ  جرخی  ناکو  یمیتلا ، نامیلـس  مزج  هیفو  هرـشع ،  : لیقو هنع  یلاعت  هللا  یـضر  یلع  نع  يرذلابلا 

هلاص هرشع  عبس  انیور  امیف  مهب  یلصف  سانلاب  یلصی  نأ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  رمأ   : نویعلا یف  لاق  .

Al-Hafiz (Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani) said: “There is disagreement about the length of his

(i.e. the Prophet’s fatal) illness. The majority are of the opinion that it lasted thirteen

days. Some say: it was a day more. Some say: it was a day less.” Some also say: it was

nine days. This opinion was narrated from ‘Ali, may Allah the Most High be pleased

with him, by al-Baladhari. Some say: it lasted ten days. This was explicitly stated by

.Sulayman al-Tamimi

He (the Prophet) used to come out for the salat (throughout his illness) except that he

.missed three days

The author of al-‘Uyun said: “The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, ordered

(that he (Abu Bakr

p: 12
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lead the people in salat, and he led them in seventeen salats, according to what was

(narrated to us.”(1

One glaring omission from Anas’ reports is that of any explicit order from the Prophet

concerning Abu Bakr’s leadership of salat. As such, we do not know – from Anas’
narrations – whether he led the Sahabah in salat from Thursday till Monday on the

order of the Messenger of Allah or not. What is clear from them, however, is that the

Prophet was allegedly pleased with Abu Bakr’s leadership of salat when he saw it on

the Monday of his demise. This is also the best – based upon Anas’ reports above –
that can be said about Abu Bakr’s leadership of salat for the three previous days: that

the Prophet knew about it, and silently approved it by not objecting. Nothing more can

be claimed from those texts. Of course, an approval is not always the same thing as

.an order

Exhibit C

Ibn Kathir makes reference to a hadith of Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah. This is it, as

:recorded by Imam Muslim

تلقف هشئاع  یلع  تلخد  لاق  هللادبع  نب  هللادیبع  نع  هشئاع  یبأ  نب  یـسوم  انثدح  هدئاز  انثدح  سنوی  نب  هللادـبع  نب  دـمحأ  انثدـح 
انلق لا سانلا ؟  یلصأ  لاقف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  لقث  یلب  تلاق  ملـس ؟ هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ضرم  نع  ینیثدحت  لاأ  اهل 

سانلا یلصأ  لاقف  قافأ  مث  هیلع  یمغأف  ءونیل  بهذ  مث  لستغاف  انلعفف  بضخملا  یف  ءام  یل  اوعض  لاق  هللا  لوسر  ای  کنورظتنی  مهو 

p: 13
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لاقف قافأ  مث  هیلع  یمغأف  ءونیل  بهذ  مث  لستغاف  انلعفف  بضخملا  یف  ءام  یل  اوعـض  لاقف  هللا  لوسر  اـی  کـنورظتنی  مهو  ـلا  اـنلق   ؟
مث هیلع  یمغأف  ءونیل  بهذ  مث  لستغاف  انلعفف  بضخملا  یف  ءام  یل  اوعـض  لاقف  هللا  لوسر  ای  کنورظتنی  مهو  انلق لا  سانلا ؟  یلـصأ 

هللا لوسر  ای  کنورظتنی  مهو  انلقف لا  سانلا ؟  یلصأ  لاقف  قافأ 

هرخلآا ءاشعلا  هلاصل  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نورظتنی  دجسملا  یف  فوکع  سانلاو  تلاق 

ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نإ  لاقف  لوسرلا  هاتأف  سانلاب  یلصی  نأ  رکب  یبأ  یلإ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لسرأف  تلاق 
کلذب قحأ  تنأ  رمع  لاقف  لاق  سانلاب  لص  رمع  ای  اقیقر  لاجر  ناکو  رکب  وبأ  لاقف  سانلاب  یلصت  نأ  كرمأی 

سابعلا امهدحأ  نیلجر  نیب  جرخف  هفخ  هسفن  نم  دجو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نإ  مث  مایلأا  کلت  رکب  وبأ  مهب  یلصف  تلاق 
امهل لاقو  رخأتی  نأ لا  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  هیلإ  أموأف  رخأتیل  بهذ  رکب  وبأ  هآر  املف  ساـنلاب  یلـصی  رکب  وبأو  رهظلا  هلاـصل 

نولـصی سانلاو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  هلاـصب  مئاق  وهو  یلـصی  رکب  وبأ  ناکو  رکب  وبأ  بنج  یلإ  هاسلجأف  هبنج  یلإ  یناسلجأ 
دعاق ملاسلا  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلاو  رکب  یبأ  هلاصب 

ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  ضرم  نع  هشئاع  ینتثدح  ام  کیلع  ضرعأ  لاأ  هل  تلقف  سابع  نب  هللادبع  یلع  تلخدف  هللادیبع  لاق 
یلع وه  لاق  تلق لا  سابعلا ؟ عم  ناک  يذلا  لجرلا  کل  تمسأ  لاق  هنأ  ریغ  ائیش  هنم  رکنأ  امف  هیلع  اهثیدح  تضرعف  تاه  لاقف   ؟

.Ahmad b

p: 14
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:Abd Allah b. Yunus – Zaidah – Musa b. Abi ‘Aishah – ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah‘

I visited ‘Aishah and said to her, “Would you tell me about the illness of the Messenger

of Allah, peace be upon him?” She replied, “Yes, I will. The Prophet, peace be upon

him, was seriously ill, and he asked, ‘Have the people performed salat?’ We said, ‘No,
they are waiting for you (to lead them), O Messenger of Allah’. He said, ‘Put some

water for me in the tub’. We complied. So, he performed ablution. Then, he was about

to move with difficulty but fainted. Then, he woke up and said, ‘Have the people

performed salat?’ We said, ‘No. They are waiting for you, O Messenger of Allah.’ He

said, ‘Put some water for me in the tub’. We complied. So, he performed ablution.
Then, he was about to move with difficulty but fainted. Then, he woke up and said,
‘Have the people performed salat?’ We said, ‘No. They are waiting for you, O

Messenger of Allah.’ He said, ‘Put some water for me in the tub’. We complied. So, he

performed ablution. Then, he was about to move with difficulty but fainted. Then, he

woke up and said, ‘Have the people performed salat?’ We said, ‘No. They are waiting

.’ for you, O Messenger of Allah

She (‘Aishah) said, “The people were standing in the mosque waiting for the

.” Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, FOR THE ‘ISHA PRAYER

She (‘Aishah) said, “Then, the

p: 15
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Messenger of Allah sent a messenger to Abu Bakr to tell him to lead the people in
salat. When the messenger (of the Prophet) got to him, he said, ‘The Messenger of

Allah, peace be upon him, orders you to lead the people in salat.’ So, Abu Bakr, who

was a man of tenderly feelings, said, ‘O ‘Umar, lead the people in salat.’ ‘Umar replied,
.’ ‘You are more entitled to that

She (‘Aishah) said, ‘So, Abu Bakr led them in salat during those days. THEN, the

Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, felt some relief and he went out, supported

by two men, one of whom was al-‘Abbas, FOR THE ZUHR PRAYER while Abu Bakr was

already leading the people in salat. When Abu Bakr saw him, he began to move

backwards. But the Prophet, peace be upon him, indicated to him not to move

backwards. He also told them both (i.e. the two men with him), ‘Sit me beside Abu

Bakr.’ Therefore, they sat him beside Abu Bakr. Abu Bakr was performing salat while

standing, and he was following the salat of the Prophet, peace be upon him, and the

people were following the salat of Abu Bakr. The Prophet, peace be upon him, was

.” sitting

Ubayd Allah said: I visited ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas and said to him, “Should I tell you what‘
‘Aishah told me concerning the illness of the Messenger of Allah?” He said, “Tell.” So, I

presented her hadith to him, and he did not deny

p: 16
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anything from it, except that he asked, “Did she tell you the name of the other man

(who was with al-‘Abbas?” I said, “No”. He said, “He was ‘Ali.”(1

But, ‘Aishah has only blown up everything here! The Messenger of Allah became

unable to lead salat on Thursday, according to the hadith of Anas. In this report of

‘Aishah, that was at the time of the ‘Isha prayer – and not Zuhr as al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir

wants us to believe. That ‘Isha prayer, as well as the subsequent salats for a few

days, were led by Abu Bakr on the explicit order of the Prophet. These are claims of

‘Aishah which are missing in the reports of Anas. But, according to Anas, the

Messenger of Allah never again joined the Muslims in salat once Abu Bakr started

.leading

By contrast, ‘Aishah claimed that her blessed husband actually took over the

leadership of salat from her father after some “days”! In the Arabic, the word ayam is
used for the days of Abu Bakr’s leadership after the initial ‘Isha. That word is plural,
and refers to at least three days. This means that Abu Bakr led the salats on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday. Then, the Prophet of Allah intervened in his salat and took over

from him on Monday. Here, Anas and ‘Aishah clash again. He submitted that the

Messenger never participated in congregational salat on the Monday of his death,
while she insisted that her husband did in the Zuhr prayer of

p: 17

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 1, p. 311,

(418 (90

Did Abu Bakr Really Lead The SalatGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 25 of 129

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/12510/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_17_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


!that day

Exhibit D

Yet, ‘Aishah proceeded to contradict herself too in a very fundamental way. Muslim

:records

شمعلأا نع  هیواعم  وبأ  انربخأ  لاق  هل ) ظفللاو   ) ییحی نب  ییحی  انثدـحو  عیکوو ح  هیواعم  وبأ  انثدـح  هبیـش  یبأ  نب  رکب  وبأ  انثدـح 
لصیلف رکب  ابأ  ورم  لاقف  هلاصلاب  هنذؤی  للاب  ءاج  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لقث  امل  تلاق  هشئاع  نع  دوسلأا  نع  میهاربإ  نع 

رکب ابأ  اورم  لاقف  رمع  ترمأ  ولف  سانلا  عمـسی  کماقم لا  مقی  یتم  هنإو  فیـسأ  لجر  رکب  ابأ  نإ  هللا  لوسر  ای  تلقف  تلاـق  ساـنلاب 
هل تلاقف  رمع  ترمأ  ولف  سانلا  عمسی  کماقم لا  مقی  یتم  هنإو  فیسأ  لجر  رکب  ابأ  نإ  هل  یلوق  هصفحل  تلقف  تلاق  سانلاب  لصیلف 

سانلاب یلـصی  رکب  ابأ  اورمأف  تلاق  سانلاب  لصیلف  رکب  ابأ  اورم  فسوی  بحاوص  نتنلأ  نکنإ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاقف 
ضرلأا یف  ناطخت  هلاجرو  نیلجر  نیب  يداهی  ماقف  هفخ  هسفن  نم  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  دجو  هلاصلا  یف  لخد  املف  تلاق 

هللا لوسر  ءاجف  کناکم  مق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هیلإ  أموأف  رخأتی  بهذ  هسح  رکب  وبأ  عمـس  دجـسملا  لخد  اـملف  تلاـق 
رکب وبأو  اسلاج  سانلاب  یلـصی  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ناـکف  تلاـق  رکب  یبأ  راـسی  نع  سلج  یتح  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

رکب یبأ  هلاصب  سانلا  يدتقیو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  هلاصب  رکب  وبأ  يدتقی  امئاق 

Abu Bakr b. Abi Shaybah – Abu Mu’awiyah and Waki’ AND Yahya b. Yahya – Abu

:Mu’awiyah – al-A’mash - Ibrahim – al-Aswad – ‘Aishah

When the Messenger of
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Allah became seriously ill, Bilal came to summon him to salat. He said, “Ask Abu Bakr

.” to lead the people in salat

She said: I said, “O Messenger of Allah! Verily, Abu Bakr is a tenderly man. If he stood

in your place, he would not be able to make the people hear anything. You should

.” instead order ‘Umar.” He said, “Ask Abu Bakr to lead the people in salat

She said: “So, I told Hafsah my statement to him, ‘Abu Bakr is a tenderly man. If he

stood in your place, he would not be able to make people hear anything. You should

instead order ‘Umar.” She told him. On that, the Messenger of Allah said, “You are like

.” the women who gathered around Yusuf. Ask Abu Bakr to lead the people in salat

She said: “Therefore, Abu Bakr was asked to lead the people in salat.” She said: “As he

(Abu Bakr) began the salat, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, felt some

relief. So, He got up and moved, supported by two men, and his feet dragged on the

.ground

She said: “When he entered the mosque, Abu Bakr heard his sound. He moved

backwards, but the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, indicated to him to ‘stand

in your place.’ The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, then came and sat on the

.” left side of Abu Bakr

She said: “The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, was leading the people in salat

in a sitting

p: 19
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posture. Abu Bakr was following the salat of the Prophet, peace be upon him, in a
(standing posture and the people were following the salat of Abu Bakr.(1

:The contradictions between this report and Exhibit C above are tremendous

According to Exhibit C, Bilal did not come to summon the Prophet for salat. In Exhibit . 1
.D, he came

According to Exhibit C, the Messenger of Allah attempted to join the Muslims in the . 2
mosque but fainted three times. In Exhibit D, the Prophet did not faint at all, and made

.no attempt whatsoever to join his followers in his mosque

According to Exhibit C, the Prophet only ordered Abu Bakr to lead the salat after . 3
three failed attempts to do so by himself. In Exhibit D, he gave the order immediately

.Bilal came to him, without making any attempt to lead the salat by himself

According to Exhibit C, the Prophet sent a specific messenger to Abu Bakr to lead . 4
the Salat. Moreover, Abu Bakr too offered the “honour” to ‘Umar, who politely turned

it down. However, in Exhibit D, the Messenger of Allah did not send any specific

messenger to Abu Bakr. Rather, he only gave a general order to inform Abu Bakr to
.lead the salat. Besides, Abu Bakr did not offer the “honour” to ‘Umar

According to Exhibit C, ‘Aishah did not object to the Prophet’s order to Abu Bakr to . 5
.lead the salat. However, in Exhibit D, she allegedly fiercely objected to it

,According to Exhibit C . 6
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after the Prophet’s order to Abu Bakr to lead the salat, he continued to do so for days,
till Monday before the Messenger of Allah felt a relief and “took over” an already

ongoing salat from him. In Exhibit D, the Prophet felt a relief and “took over” from Abu

Bakr, on that same Thursday, only minutes after giving his order to him to lead the

salat! ‘Aishah’s “frantic” objection to Abu Bakr’s appointment, especially the text of

her arguments - as narrated in Exhibit D - shows that Abu Bakr had never led Muslims

!in salat before then

According to Exhibit C, Abu Bakr led the salat for several days before the Prophet’s . 7
intervention. By contrast, in Exhibit D, Abu Bakr did not even lead a single salat before

!the take-over

According to Exhibit C, the Messenger – on his order - was taken by two men to the . 8
side of Abu Bakr. But, in Exhibit D, the Prophet went to the left side of Abu Bakr by

.himself, with no support

?! What exactly are we supposed to believe from all these terrible contradictions

(A Game Of Contradictions (Part 2 . 3

point

.Suddenly, the whole drama gets out of hand

Exhibit E

Ibn Zam’a makes things much worse with his own set of new contradictions! Imam

:Abu Dawud (d. 275 H) records

یبأ نب  کلملا  دبع  ینثدح  لاق  يرهزلا  ینثدح  لاق  قاحـسإ  نب  دمحم  نع  هملـس  نب  دمحم  انث  یلیفنلا  دـمحم  نب  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
لاق هعمز  نب  هللا  دبع  نع  هیبأ  نع  ماشه  نب  ثراحلا  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  رکب 
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جرخف سانلل  یلصی  نم  اورم  لاقف  هلاصلا  یلإ  للاب  هاعد  نیملسملا  نم  رفن  یف  هدنع  انأو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسرب  زعتسا  امل 
هللا یلـص  هللا  لوسر  عمـس  املف  ربکف  مدقتف  سانلاب  لصف  مق  رمع  ای  تلقف  ابئاغ  رکب  وبأ  ناکو  سانلا  یف  رمع  اذإف  هعمز  نب  هللا  دـبع 

ثعبف نوملـسملاو "  کلذ  هللا  یبأی  نوملـسملاو  کلذ  هللا  یبأی  رکب ؟  وبأ  نیأف  لاق "  ارهجم  ـلاجر  رمع  ناـکو  هتوص  ملـس  هیلع و 
 . سانلاب یلصف  هلاصلا  کلت  رمع  یلص  نأ  دعب  ءاجف  رکب  یبأ  یلإ 

Abd Allah b. Muhammad al-Nufayli – Muhammad b. Salamah – Muhammad b. Ishaq –‘
al-Zuhri – ‘Abd al-Malik b. Abi Bakr b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Harith b. Hisham – his

:father – ‘Abd Allah b. Zam’a

When the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, was seriously ill, and I, with a
number of Muslims, was with him, Bilal summoned him to salat. He said, “Tell

SOMEONE to lead the people in salat.” So, ‘Abd Allah b. Sam’a went out (into the

mosque), and found ‘Umar. Meanwhile, Abu Bakr was absent. I said, “O ‘Umar! Get up

and lead the people in salat.” Therefore, he stepped forward and made the takbir

(thereby starting the congregational salat). When the Messenger of Allah, peace be

upon him, heard his voice, and ‘Umar was a man with a loud voice, he (the Prophet)
said, “Where is Abu Bakr? Allah and the Muslims forbid that (i.e. the leadership of

.” ‘Umar in salat). Allah and the Muslims reject that
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As such, he sent a messenger to Abu Bakr. HE CAME AFTER ‘UMAR HAD PERFORMED

(THAT SALAT. Then, he (Abu Bakr) led the people in salat (again).(1

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) comments‘

حیحص نسح 

(Hasan sahih.(2

:Abu Dawud also records a supplementary report, which gives further details

هللا دیبع  نع  باهش  نبا  نع  قاحسإ  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نع  بوقعی  نب  یسوم  ینثدح  لاق  کیدف  یبأ  نبا  انث  حلاص  نب  دمحأ  انثدح 
جرخ هعمز  نبا  لاق  رمع  توص  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  عمـس  امل  لاق  ربخلا  اذهب  هربخأ  هعمز  نب  هللا  دبع  نأ  هبتع  نب  هللا  دبع  نب 

 . ابضغم کلذ  لوقی  هفاحق "  یبأ  نبا  سانلل  لصیل  لا لا لا  لاق "  مث  هترجح  نم  هسأر  علطأ  یتح  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا 

Ahmad b. Salih – Ibn Abi Fudayk – Musa b. Ya’qub – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ishaq – Ibn

:Shihab – ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Utbah – ‘Abd Allah b. Zam’a

When the Prophet, peace be upon him, heard the voice of ‘Umar, the Prophet, peace

be upon him, went out until his head appeared from his room. Then, he said, “No. No.
No. Certainly, it is the son of Abu Quhafah (i.e. Abu Bakr) that shall lead the people in

(salat.” He was saying it in a state of ANGER.(3

:Al-Albani says

حیحص

(Sahih(4

It is interesting. Is it not? The Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, allegedly knew that it
was haram for anyone other than Abu Bakr to lead the salat. Yet, he ordered them to

?! tell “someone” to do so

p: 23
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[annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani], vol. 2, p. 627, 4660
Ibid - 2

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 627, 4661 - 3
Ibid - 4
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Was it not his mission to “deliver the message clearly”?(1) So, what was he allegedly

angry about exactly? According to this Sunni riwayah, it was the Prophet himself who

caused the confusion – and may Allah protect us from such blasphemous thoughts!
So, logically, none was to blame except him. Thus, why was he angry, and at whom?

What is this drama which the Ahl al-Sunnah have attributed to the Messenger of the

Lord of the worlds?! In any case, this report of Ibn Zam’a opens a new can of worms

.for our Sunni brothers, which severely complicate an already horrible situation

Exhibit F

In order to analyze the reports of Ibn Zam’a, we must first pinpoint them within a
:specific timescale. So, this hadith of Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) comes in handy

هللا لوسر  ضرم  امل  تلاق  هشئاع  نع  هللا  دـبع  نب  هللا  دـیبع  نع  يرهزلا  نع  رمعم  نع  یلعلأا  دـبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
یلع ادمتعم  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  جرخف  هل  نذأف  یتیب  یف  ضرمی  نا  هءاسن  نذأتساف  هنومیم  تیب  یف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 
بلاط یبأ  نب  یلع  وه  لجرلا  کلذ  نم  يردتأ  سابع  نب  لاقف  هللا  دیبع  لاقو  ضرلأا  یف  ناطخت  هلاجرو  رخآ  لجر  یلعو  سابعلا 

ساـنلا رم  هعمز  نب  هللا  دـبعل  هنومیم  تیب  یف  وهو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  لاـقف  يرهزلا  لاـق  اـسفن  اـهل  بیطت  ـلا  هشئاـع  نکلو 
هتوص ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  عمسف  مهب  یلصف  سانلاب  لص  رمع  ای  لاقف  باطخلا  نب  رمع  یقلف  اولصیلف 

p: 24

See Qur’an 5:92, 14:4, 16:44, 16:64, 24:54 and 64:12 - 1
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کلذ زعو  لـج  هللا  یبأـی  لاـق  یلب  اولاـق  رمع  توص  اذـه  سیلأ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاـقف  توصلا  ریهج  ناـکو  هفرعف 
یکب نآرقلا  أرق  اذإ  هناو  هعمد  کلمی  قیقر لا  لجر  رکب  ابأ  نا  هللا  لوسر  اـی  هشئاـع  تلاـق  ساـنلاب  لـصیلف  رکب  اـبأ  اورم  نونمؤملاو 

ابأ اورم  لاقف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ماقم  ماق  نم  لوأ  نوکی  نا  رکب  یبأب  سانلا  مثأتی  نا  هیهارک  لاا  کلذ  تلق  امو  تلاق 
فسوی بحاوص  مکنا  سانلاب  لصیلف  رکب  ابأ  اورم  لاقف  هتعجارف  سانلاب  لصیلف  رکب 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd al-A’la – Ma’mar – al-Zuhri‘
:– ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah – ‘Aishah

When the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, became ill in the house of

Maymunah, he sought the permission of his wives to stay in my house during his

illness. So, they permitted him. Then, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
came out (of Maymunah’s room) supported by al-‘Abbas and another man and his

.feet were dragging on the ground

Ubayd Allah said: “Ibn ‘Abbas asked, ‘Do you know that man? He was ‘Ali b. Abi Talib. ‘
.’” But, ‘Aishah did not like him

Al-Zuhri (narrating from ‘Ubayd Allah from ‘Aishah) reported: The Prophet, peace be

upon him, said while he was (still) in the house of Maymunah to ‘Abd Allah b. Zam’a,
“Tell THE PEOPLE to perform the salat.” So, he met ‘Umar b. al-Khattab and said, “O

‘Umar! Lead the people in salat.” Therefore, he led them

p: 25
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in salat. Then, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, heard his voice and

recognized him, as he was someone with a loud voice. The Messenger of Allah, peace

be upon him, said, “Is that not the voice of ‘Umar?” They said, “Yes, it is.” He said,
“Allah the Almighty and the believers forbid that. Tell Abu Bakr to lead the people in
salat.” ‘Aishah said, “O Messenger of Allah, verily, Abu Bakr is a tenderly man. He

.” cannot control his tears. As he recites the Qur’an, he cannot help weeping

She (‘Aishah) said: “I did not say that except through worry that the people may take

an evil omen with Abu Bakr, that he would become the first to occupy the position of

the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.” He said, “Tell Abu Bakr to lead the people

in salat.” But, I dissuaded him. He said (again), “Tell Abu Bakr to lead the people in
(Salat. You are like the women around Yusuf.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut says

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs(2

So, it was before the Prophet moved to the house of ‘Aishah. This was during the

initial stages of his fatal illness, at the start of his inability to join the congregational

salats. That apparently was on Thursday. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) records another

:hadith which confirms this

نب هللادیبع  ینربخأو  يرهزلا  لاق  لاق  رمعم  انربخأ  قازرلادبع  انثدح  لااق  عفار ) نبلا  ظفللاو   ) دیمح نب  دبعو  عفار  نب  دمحم  انثدح 

p: 26

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 6, p. 34, 24107

Ibid - 2
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ضرمی نأ  هجاوزأ  نذأتساف  هنومیم  تیب  یف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یکتـشا  ام  لوأ  تلاق  هتربخأ  هشئاع  نأ  هبتع  نب  هللادبع 
هللادـیبع لاقف  ضرلأا  یف  هیلجرب  طخی  وهو  رخآ  لجر  یلع  هل  دـیو  سابع  نب  لـضفلا  یلع  هل  دـیو  جرخف  تلاـق  هل  نذأو  اـهتیب  یف 

یلع وه  هشئاع ؟  مست  مل  يذلا  لجرلا  نم  يردتأ  لاقف  سابع  نبا  هب  تثدحف 

Muhammad b. Rafi’ and ‘Abd b. Hamid – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Ma’mar – al-Zuhri - ‘Ubayd

:Allah b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Utbah – ‘Aishah

It was in the house of Maymunah that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,“
first fell ill. He asked permission from his wives to stay in my house during his illness.

.” They granted him permission

She said: “Then, he went out with one of his hands over (the shoulder of) ‘al-Faḍl b.
‘Abbas and the other hand on (the shoulder of) another man. His feet dragged on the

.earth

Ubayd Allah said: “I narrated it to Ibn ‘Abbas and he said, ‘Do you know the man‘
(whose name ‘Aishah did not mention? He was ‘Ali.”(1

There is a fresh contradiction in these last two reports of ‘Aishah. In the first, she

claimed that the partner of Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, when he was

supporting the Messenger of Allah out of Umm al-Muminin Maymunah’s room was

al-‘Abbas. In the second, she said that the same partner was al-Faḍl b. al-Abbas!
.That, apparently, is an irreconcilable contradiction

One cannot help but notice the strange inconsistencies between the reports

p: 27
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of Zam’a and Exhibit F on the one hand and the other reports of ‘Aishah and Anas (in
:the last chapter) on the other

In one report, the Prophet gave the order that Abu Bakr - specifically naming him - . 1
should lead the salat immediately when Bilal came to him. However, in other reports,
the Messenger only said, “Tell someone to lead the people in salat” or “Tell the people

.to perform the salat” without naming Abu Bakr

In some reports, ‘Umar was mistakenly chosen, by Ibn Zam’a or another . 2
messenger of the Prophet, to lead the salat, and he (‘Umar) did so, before Abu Bakr.
In other reports, ‘Umar was never selected for leadership of the salat by any

.messenger of the Prophet, and he (‘Umar) never led it

In one report, after Abu Bakr’s designation as the prayer leader, he went ahead to . 3
offer the position to ‘Umar, who politely turned it down. By contrast, according to
other reports, Abu Bakr never offered the position to ‘Umar. Rather, ‘Umar himself

had already held the position, by mistake, before him! So, it would have been illogical

.to ask him to lead the same salat again

By one report, Abu Bakr was one of those waiting in the mosque for the Messenger . 4
of Allah in the evening of Thursday. The messenger of the Prophet came to him in the

mosque, while ‘Umar too was present with him, to convey the order to lead.
Meanwhile, in other reports, Abu Bakr was

p: 28
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absent from the mosque, while the other Muslims were waiting for salat! Where was

he? What could he possibly be doing where he was? The messenger of the Prophet

had to quickly locate him to bring him into the mosque so that he could take over from

‘Umar who was already leading the salat by mistake. But, before Abu Bakr arrived,
.‘Umar had already finished

At this point, let us make a final recap of the some of the words of ‘Aishah concerning

that same event, about that same ‘Isha prayer of that same Thursday. This is the first
:one

هرخلآا ءاشعلا  هلاصل  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نورظتنی  دجسملا  یف  فوکع  سانلاو  تلاق 

ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نإ  لاقف  لوسرلا  هاتأف  سانلاب  یلصی  نأ  رکب  یبأ  یلإ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لسرأف  تلاق 
کلذب قحأ  تنأ  رمع  لاقف  لاق  سانلاب  لص  رمع  ای  اقیقر  لاجر  ناکو  رکب  وبأ  لاقف  سانلاب  یلصت  نأ  كرمأی 

مایلأا کلت  رکب  وبأ  مهب  یلصف  تلاق 

She (‘Aishah) said, “The people were standing in the mosque waiting for the

.Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, FOR THE ‘ISHA PRAYER

She (‘Aishah) said, “So, the Messenger of Allah sent a messenger to Abu Bakr to tell

him to lead the people in salat. When the messenger (of the Prophet) got to him, he

said, ‘The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, orders you to lead the people in
,salat.’ So, Abu Bakr, who was a man of tenderly feelings, said, ‘O ‘Umar

p: 29
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.’ lead the people in salat.’ ‘Umar replied, ‘You are more entitled to that

.She (‘Aishah) said, ‘So, Abu Bakr led them in salat DURING THOSE DAYS

:This is her second claim on that same event

نیب يداهی  ماقف  هفخ  هسفن  نم  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  دـجو  هلاـصلا  یف  لخد  املف  تلاـق  ساـنلاب  یلـصی  رکب  اـبأ  اورمأـف 
هیلع و هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هیلإ  أموأف  رخأتی  بهذ  هسح  رکب  وبأ  عمـس  دجـسملا  لخد  املف  تلاق  ضرلأا  یف  ناطخت  هلاجرو  نیلجر 

ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ناکف  تلاق  رکب  یبأ  راسی  نع  سلج  یتح  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ءاجف  کناکم  مق  ملس 
رکب یبأ  هلاصب  سانلا  يدتقیو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  هلاصب  رکب  وبأ  يدتقی  امئاق  رکب  وبأو  اسلاج  سانلاب  یلصی 

She said: “Therefore, Abu Bakr was asked to lead the people in salat.” She said: “As he

(Abu Bakr) began the salat, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, felt some

relief. So, He got up and moved, supported by two men, and his feet dragged on the

.ground

She said: “When he entered the mosque, Abu Bakr heard his sound. He moved

backwards, but the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, indicated to him to ‘stand

in your place.’ The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, then came and sat on the

.” left side of Abu Bakr

She said: “The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, was leading the people in Salat

.in a sitting posture

:Here, we have her third

یلص یبنلا  لاقف 

p: 30
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مهب یلصف  سانلاب  لص  رمع  ای  لاقف  باطخلا  نب  رمع  یقلف  اولصیلف  سانلا  رم  هعمز  نب  هللا  دبعل  هنومیم  تیب  یف  وهو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا 
رمع توص  اذه  سیلأ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاقف  توصلا  ریهج  ناکو  هفرعف  هتوص  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  عمسف 

سانلاب لصیلف  رکب  ابأ  اورم  نونمؤملاو  کلذ  زعو  لج  هللا  یبأی  لاق  یلب  اولاق 

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said while he was (still) in the house of Maymunah to
‘Abd Allah b. Zam’a, “Tell the people to perform the salat.” So, he met ‘Umar b. al-
Khattab and said, “O ‘Umar! Lead the people in salat.” Therefore, he led them in salat.
Then, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, heard his voice and recognized

him, as he was someone with a loud voice. The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon

him, said, “Is that not the voice of ‘Umar?” They said, “Yes, it is.” He said, “Allah the

.” Almighty and the believers forbid that. Tell Abu Bakr to lead the people in Salat

?What exactly are we supposed to believe, O Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah

?Did Abu Bakr Lead The Prophet . 4

point

As if the crisis is not bad enough yet, ‘Aishah threw in one more unnerving

.contradiction into the mess

Exhibit G

:Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H) records about it

یبأ نب  یـسوم  نع  هبعـش  انثدح  لاق  ربحملا  نب  لدـب  انثدـح  لاق  راشب  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح  لاق  همیزخ  نب  قاحـسإ  نب  دـمحم  انربخأ 
سانلاب یلص  رکب  ابأ  نأ  هشئاع  نع  هللا  دبع  نب  هللا  دیبع  نع  هشئاع 

p: 31
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هفلخ فصلا  یف  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسرو 

Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Khuzaymah – Muhammad b. Bashar – Badal b. al-Muhabbar –
:Shu’bah – Musa b. Abi ‘Aishah – ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd Allah – ‘Aishah

Abu Bakr led the people in salat while the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, was

(in the congregational row BEHIND him.(1

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) comments‘

حیحص

(Sahih(2

:And, Shaykh al-Arnaut concurs

يراخبلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of al-Bukhari.(3

:Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) also documents

یلـص لاق  هشئاع  نع  قورـسم  نع  لئاو  یبأ  نع  دنه  یبأ  نب  میعن  نع  هبعـش  نع  راوس ] نب   ] هبابـش انثدح  نلایغ  نب  دومحم  انثدـح 
ادعاق هیف  تام  يذلا  هضرم  یف  رکب  یبأ  فلخ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر 

Mahmud b. Ghilan – Shubabah b. Sawar – Shu’bah – Na’im b. Abi Hind – Abu Wail –
:Masruq – ‘Aishah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, performed salat in a sitting posture

(BEHIND Abu Bakr during his fatal illness.(4

:Al-Tirmidhi says

بیرغ حیحص  نسح  ثیدح  هشئاع  ثیدح 

(The hadith of ‘Aishah is hasan sahih gharib.(5

:Allamah al-Albani comments too‘
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حیحص

(Sahih(6

When did this take place? At the best, one may only attempt to fix it either in the ‘Isha

prayer of Thursday or in the Zuhr of Monday, the Prophet’s last day. By the narration

of Anas, the Messenger of Allah did not step into the mosque at all on the Friday,
Saturday and Sunday preceding his death. So, we are left with only the evening of

Thursday, when he first stopped

p: 32

Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad b. Hibban b. Mu’adh b. Ma’bad al- - 1
Tamimi al-Darimi al-Busti, Sahih Ibn Hibban bi Tartib Ibn Balban (Beirut: Muasassat

al-Risalah; 2nd edition, 1414 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 483, 2117
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3

Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 4
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 2, p. 196, 362
Ibid - 5
Ibid - 6
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leading the salat and the Monday of his demise. According to one report of ‘Aishah,
the Messenger of Allah took over the ‘Isha on Thursday, shortly after giving the order

to Abu Bakr to lead it. But, in another narration by her, the Prophet actually never

intervened in that ‘Isha at all, and Abu Bakr led it and all subsequent salats till the Zuhr

of the following Monday. Yet, even on that Monday, Abu Bakr only prayed beside him

as a surrogate Imam. As such, there really is nowhere to place this new claim of

.‘Aishah – that her father was our Prophet’s Imam – within the possible timeframe

However, Anas b. Malik made a frantic attempt to save her! Imam Ibn Hibban

:documents

رکب وبأ  ینثدح  لاق  نامیلـس  نب  بویأ  انثدح  لاق  یلمرلا  دیوس  نب  میهاربإ  نب  قاحـسإ  انثدح  لاق  ینادمهلا  دـمحم  نب  رمع  انربخأ 
یلص هللا  لوسر  اهلاص  هلاص  رخآ  لاق  کلام  نب  سنأ  نع  ینانبلا  تباث  نع  لیوطلا  دیمح  نع  للاب  نب  نامیلس  نع  سیوأ  یبأ  نب 

رکب یبأ  فلخ  ادعاق  درب  هب  احشوتم  دحاو  بوث  یف  موقلا  عم  ملسو  هیلع  هللا 

Umar b. Muhammad al-Hamdani – Ishaq b. Ibrahim b. Suwayd al-Ramli – Ayub b.‘
Sulayman – Abu Bakr b. Abi Uways – Sulayman b. Bilal – Humayd al-Tawil – Thabit al-

:Banani – Anas b. Malik

The last salat performed by the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, with the

people was done in a single garment wrapped around him in a sitting posture BEHIND

(Abu Bakr.(1

:Allamah al-Albani comments‘

حیحص

(Sahih(2

Shaykh

p: 33

Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad b. Hibban b. Mu’adh b. Ma’bad al- - 1
Tamimi al-Darimi al-Busti, Sahih Ibn Hibban bi Tartib Ibn Balban (Beirut: Muasassat
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al-Risalah; 2nd edition, 1414 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 496, 2125
Ibid - 2
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:al-Arnaut agrees

حیحص هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih(1

:Imam al-Tirmidhi also records

هیلع هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یلص  لاق  سنأ  نع  تباث  نع  دیمح  نع  هحلط  نب  دمحم  انثدح  راوس  نب  هبابش  دایز  یبأ  نب  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
هب احشوتم  بوث  یف  ادعاق  رکب  یبأ  فلخ  هضرم  یف  ملس  و 

Abd Allah b. Abi Ziyad - Shubabah b. Sawar – Muhammad b. Talhah – Humayd – ‘
:Thabit – Anas

He (the Prophet), peace be upon him, during his illness, performed salat in a sitting

(posture BEHIND Abu Bakr, wrapped in a garment.(2

:Al-Tirmidhi comments

حیحص نسح  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith is hasan sahih(3

:Allamah al-Albani agrees‘

دانسلإا حیحص 

(Its chain is sahih(4

So, it was the last congregational salat of the Prophet, after all. But, even Anas’
intervention rescues nothing! We still do not know when that last salat was. Anas

himself narrated that the final congregational salat of the Messenger of Allah – and it
was led by him, obviously before the ‘Isha prayer - was on Thursday, followed by

three days when he never stepped into the mosque at all. On the Monday of his

departure, he came into the mosque, but did not join the congregational salat. He

retreated into his room, and that was the very last time his Sahabah saw him alive. He

apparently died shortly after his appearance. Basically, it is practically impossible to fix
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!his alleged salat behind Abu Bakr anywhere within his lifetime

There is another similarly unfixable riwayah by this same ‘Aishah, concerning the

:same period. Imam al-Nasai (d. 303 H) records

نلایغ نب  دومحم  انربخأ 

p: 34

Ibid - 1
Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 2
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 2, p. 197, 363
Ibid - 3
Ibid - 4
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اهنع هللا  یـضر  هشئاع  نع  ثدحی  هللا  دبع  نب  هللا  دیبع  تعمـس  لاق  هشئاع  یبأ  نب  یـسوم  نع  هبعـش  انأبنأ  لاق  دواد  وبأ  ینثدح  لاق 
یلصف رکب  یبأ  يدی  نیب  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  ناکو  تلاق  سانلاب  یلـصی  نأ  رکب  ابأ  رمأ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ 

رکب یبأ  فلخ  سانلاو  سانلاب  یلصی  رکب  وبأو  ادعاق 

Mahmud b. Ghilan – Abu Dawud – Shu’bah – Musa b. Abi ‘Aishah – ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd

:Allah – ‘Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, ordered Abu Bakr to lead the people in“
.” Salat

She said: “The Prophet, peace be upon him, was IN FRONT of Abu Bakr, and he

performed the salat in a sitting posture while Abu Bakr led the people in salat and the

(people were behind Abu Bakr.(1

:Allamah al-Albani declares about it‘

حیحص

(Sahih(2

Where does this belong? Was it the ‘Isha prayer of the Messenger’s last Thursday?

Well, ‘Aishah herself had also narrated that he led that salat, sitting beside her father!
Of course, Anas denied completely the Prophet’s participation in that Isha’ prayer or

any other, from that period, till his death! ‘Aishah also claimed in another report that

the Prophet did not join the ‘Isha prayer on that Thursday! But, what about the salat

on the Monday of his death? Still, the problem adamantly persists. ‘Aishah had

narrated that her blessed husband led that salat beside Abu Bakr! He neither stayed

in front of her father, nor behind

p: 35

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad b. Shu’ayb al-Nasai, al-Mujtaba min al-Sunan (Halab: - 1
Maktab al-Matbu’at al-Islamiyyah; 2nd edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir

al-Din al-Albani], vol. 2, p. 83, 797
Ibid - 2
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him. Therefore, it is once more impossible to fix another riwayah of Umm al-Muminin

.‘Aishah within the lifetime of her master and prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi

Understandably, the ‘ulama of the Ahl al-Sunnah are very disturbed by these grave,
irreconcilable inconsistencies in ‘Aishah’s, and of course Anas’, reports. Al-Hafiz (d. 852

:H) himself is unable to hide this fact

هیاور سکع  اذهو  رذنملا  نب  هجرخأ  رکب  یبأ  فلخ  یلص  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نأ  ظفلب  هبعـش  نع  میهاربإ  نب  ملـسم  هاورو 
هنع قیقـش  نع  مصاع  هیاور  نم  نابح  نبا  هجرخأف  فلاتخا  اـضیأ  اـهنع  قورـسم  هیاور  یف  عقوو  دـیدش  فـلاتخا  وهو  یـسوم  یبأ 

رکب یبأ  هلاصب  نولصی  سانلاو  هتلاصب  یلصی  رکب  وبأ  ناک  ظفلب 

Muslim b. Ibrahim narrated from Shu’bah with the wording, “The Prophet, peace be

upon him, performed salat behind Abu Bakr”. Al-Mundhir recorded it. This is in

contrast to the narration of Abu Musa, AND IT IS A SEVERE CONTRADICTION.
Moreover, there is A FURTHER CONTRADICTION in the report of Masruq. It is

recorded by Ibn Hibban in the report of ‘Asim, from Shaqiq from him (i.e. Masruq) with

the wording, “Abu Bakr was following his salat (i.e. that of the Prophet), and the people

(were following the salat of Abu Bakr.”(1

So, what answer do the Sunni ‘ulama have to these contradictions? They, of course,
attempted to devise a way out, as ‘Allamah al-Albani explains, after quoting the

:contradictory stories

فلتخا دقو  ایدتقم ، ناک  هنأ  اهیفف  یلولأا ؛ فلاخب  امامإ  ناک  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نأ  هیاورلا  هذه  یفف 

p: 36

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: - 1
Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Taba’ah wa al-Nashr; 2nd edition), vol. 2, p. 130
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یف نیتلاص  یلـص  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نأ  اهلاوأ  حتفلا ؛ " یف "  ظفاحلا  اهرکذ  هوجو  یلع  تایاورلا  نیب  قیفوتلا  یف  ءاملعلا 
نابح نبا  هلبقو  یقهیبلاو ،  (، 3/47 " ) یلحملا  " یف مزح  نبا  بهذ  هیلإو  .امامإ  يرخلأا  یفو  امومأم ، امهادحإ  یف  ناک  دجسملا ؛

In this report, it is stated that the Prophet, peace be upon him, was the Imam (in the

salat), in contradiction to the first one which states that he was a follower (in the

salat). The ‘ulama are in disagreement over the methods to harmonize the two

reports. Al-Hafiz mentioned them (i.e. those methods) in al-Fath. The first of them is
that the Prophet, peace be upon him, performed two salats in the mosque. In one of

them, he was a follower (of Abu Bakr), and in the other, he was the Imam (of Abu

Bakr). This was the opinion of Ibn Hazm in al-Muhalla (3/47) and al-Bayhaqi, and

(before him, Ibn Hibban.(1

The ‘Allamah does not cite any other of those methods. This suggests that he most

probably considers the two-salat “solution” as the strongest possibility. But, does it
really help the Sunni case? Apparently, it does not. Even if we ignore Anas’ claim that

the Messenger of Allah never participated in congregational salat in his mosque since

the last Thursday of his fatal illness, it is still impossible to fix his alleged salat behind

Abu Bakr anywhere within his lifetime! No matter where it stays, it clashes with some

other “sahih” ahadith of the Ahl al-Sunnah and

p: 37

Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Asl Sifat Salat al-Nabi (Riyadh: Maktabah al- - 1
Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1427 H), vol. 1, p. 84
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creates a new commotion. Besides, even finding a comfortable seat for that riwayah

(about Abu Bakr’s leadership of the Prophet) does not in any way resolve the

innumerable, severe contradictions in the various reports about the Messenger of

Allah’s last congregational prayers and his alleged order(s) to Abu Bakr to lead in
.salat

?Was Abu Bakr Even Qualified To Lead . 5

Apart from the severe contradictions in the ahadith on Abu Bakr’s alleged leadership

of salat during the Prophet’s fatal illness, there is also the question of its factual

possibility. It is one thing for something to be possible; it is another for it to have truly

occurred. Where it is impossible, then all reports of its occurrence are false by default.
However, where it is possible, then additional, consistent and authentic evidence of its
actual occurrence must be produced by whoever seeks to rely on that fact. With

regards to Abu Bakr’s alleged leadership of the salat, there are only conflicting,
irreconcilable “proofs” of it. As such, there actually are none. In this chapter, we seek

.to explore the possibility of it even ever happening. This way, we bury it for good

Without a doubt, the very first step in determining the possibility of Abu Bakr’s
leadership of the salat is to establish or discredit his qualification for it. Unless it is
proved that he was qualified to lead, then every effort to claim that he did is futile. If
he was not qualified, apparently his appointment as prayer leader by the Prophet,

,sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi

p: 38
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would have been impossible. However, if he was qualified, it would, in that case, be at

least possible. Then, additional, unquestionable evidence would become admissible to
.establish its factual occurrence

So, was Abu Bakr qualified to lead the Messenger of Allah in salat? Moreover, was he

?equally qualified to lead the Sahabah in salat in the Prophet’s mosque

:The answer to the first question is in this verse

میلع عیمس  هللا  نإ  هللا  اوقتاو  هلوسرو  هللا  يدی  نیب  اومدقت  اونمآ لا  نیذلا  اهیأ  ای 

O you who believe! Do not lead in front of Allah and His Messenger, and fear Allah.
(Verily, Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing.(1

This effectively makes it absolutely haram to lead the Prophet of Allah in anything –
:including in battles and salat. Imam al-Mubarakfuri (d. 1282 H) also states

هعامجو کلام  لوق  روهـشم  وهو  لاق  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هدعب  اسلاج  مؤی  نأ  دـحلأ  حـصی  لاو  لاق  ضایع  یـضاقلا  کلذ  یکح 
هریغل لاو  رذعل  لاو  اهریغ  یف  لاو  هلاصلا  یف  هیدی  نیب  مدقتلا  حصی  ملسو لا  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هنلأ  لیواقلأا  یلوأ  اذهو  لاق  هباحصأ 

That is narrated from Qaḍi ‘Iyaḍ. He said, “It is not correct for anyone to lead in salat

in a sitting posture other than him, peace be upon him.” He said, “And this is the

famous statement of Malik and the majority of his companions.” He said, “And this is
the most correct of the opinions, because it is NOT correct to lead in front of him in

salat or in anything else, whether due to an excuse

p: 39

Qur’an 49:1 - 1
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(or otherwise.”(1

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H), while relating the submissions of Qaḍi Iyaḍ, reports

کلذ نع  هللا  یهنل  هیدی  نیب  مدقتلا  حصی  هنلأ لا  ادعاق  مهب  یلص  امنإ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هنأب  اضیأ  جتحاو 

He cited as proof also the fact that he, peace be upon him, led them in salat in a sitting

posture, because it is NOT correct to lead in front of him, due to the prohibition of that

(by Allah.(2

In simpler words, it was absolutely impossible that Abu Bakr ever led Muhammad in
salat or in any anything else. Allah has totally forbidden that; and so, Abu Bakr was

NOT qualified in any way or by any means to lead the Messenger in salat or in any

other situation or circumstance. Even Abu Bakr too realized this, as documented by

(: Imam Muslim (d. 261 H

ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  يدی  نیب  یلصی  نأ  هفاحق  یبأ  نبلا  ناک  ام  رکب  وبأ  لاق 

Abu Bakr said, “It is NOT for the son of Abu Quhafah (i.e. Abu Bakr) to lead salat in
(front of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.”(3

So, all the reports about how the Prophet was led in salat by Abu Bakr or anyone else

from this Ummah are fallacious and hold no truth at all. The Book of Allah rejects

them, and Abu Bakr too denounced them. There is also an element of high blasphemy

in those ahadith. The only way Abu Bakr could have legitimately led the Messenger of

Allah in salat was

p: 40

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat - 1
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1410

H), vol. 2, p. 294
Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: - 2

Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Taba’ah wa al-Nashr; 2nd edition), vol. 2, p. 146
Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 3
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Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 1, p. 316,
(421 (102
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if the latter had lost or forfeited his risalah (messengership) and had become inferior

.to the former in many areas

Moreover, we ask our Sunni brothers: who was the ruler of Madinah at that moment

when – as your sect claims - Abu Bakr led the Prophet in salat? Was it the Messenger?

Or, was it Abu Bakr? This question is crucial in the light of some authentic narrations in
:your books. For instance, Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) records

هیلع هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  دوعسم  یبأ  نع  جعمض  نب  سوأ  نع  ءاجر  نب  لیعامسإ  نع  شمعلأا  نع  هیواعموبأ  انثدح  دانه  انثدح 
هنذإب لاإ  هتمرکت  یلع  سلجی  لاو  هناطلس  یف  لجرلا  مؤی  لاق لا  ملس  و 

:Hanad – Abu Mu’awiyah – al-A’mash – Isma’il b. Raja - Aws b. Ḍam’aj – Abu Mas’ud

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “No one can lead a man in salat in
his place of authority, and no one can sit in his place of honour except with his

(permission.”(1

:Al-Tirmidhi says

حیحص نسح  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith is hasan sahih(2

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) also comments‘

حیحص

(Sahih(3

:Imam al-Nasai (d. 303 H) also documents

دوعسم یبأ  نع  جعمض  نب  سوأ  نع  ءاجر  نب  لیعامسإ  نع  هبعـش  نع  دیعـس  نب  ییحی  انثدح  لاق  یمیتلا  دمحم  نب  میهاربإ  انربخأ 
هنذإب لاإ  هتمرکت  یلع  سلجی  لاو  هناطلس  یف  لجرلا  مؤی  ملس لا  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق 

Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-Taymi – Yahya b. Sa’id – Shu’bah – Isma’il b. Raja – Aws b.
:Ḍam’aj – Abu Mas’ud
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The Messenger of

p: 41

Abu ‘Isa Muhammad b. ‘Isa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Sahih Sunan al- - 1
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 5, p. 99, 2772
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3
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Allah, peace be upon him, said: “No one can lead a man in salat in his place of

(authority, and no one can sit in his place of honour except with his permission.”(1

:And ‘Allamah al-Albani declares again

حیحص

(Sahih(2

So, if the Prophet of Allah was really still the amir of the Muslims at that moment, then

Abu Bakr was further disqualified from ever leading him in salat ! Whoever insists that

Abu Bakr was his Imam is telling us that he (the Messenger) had lost authority over

Madinah. Meanwhile, the authority of the Prophet was, and still is, tied to his risalah,
among others. As such, if he had lost authority over Madinah, then he must have lost

all his divine ranks. The direct implication of this is – the only way Abu Bakr could have

been the Prophet’s Imam was if the latter was no longer a messenger of Allah, at the

least! Therefore, whoever claims that Abu Bakr led him in salat has thereby rejected

.his (i.e. the Prophet’s) risalah! There is simply no second way to it

In other ahadith, the Messenger of Allah mentions some other conditions with farther

:reaching implications. Imam Muslim records

نع شمعلأا  نع  رمحلأا  دـلاخ  وبأ  انثدـح  رکب  وبأ  لاـق  دـلاخ  یبأ  نع  اـمهلاک  جـشلأا  دیعـس  وبأو  هبیـش  یبأ  نب  رکب  وبأ  انثدـحو 
مهؤرقأ موقلا  مؤی  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق  يراـصنلأا  دوعـسم  یبأ  نع  جعمـض  نب  سوأ  نع  ءاـجر  نب  لیعامـسإ 

نإف هنسلاب  مهملعأف  ءاوس  هءارقلا  یف  اوناک  نإف  هللا  باتکل 

p: 42

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad b. Shu’ayb al-Nasai, al-Mujtaba min al-Sunan (Halab: - 1
Maktab al-Matbu’at al-Islamiyyah; 2nd edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir

al-Din al-Albani], vol. 2, p. 77, 783
Ibid - 2
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هتیب یف  دعقی  لاو  هناطلس  یف  لجرلا  لجرلا  نمؤی  لاو  املس  مهمدقأف  ءاوس  هرجهلا  یف  اوناک  نإف  هرجه  مهمدقأف  ءاوس  هنسلا  یف  اوناک 
هنذإب لاإ  هتمرکت  یلع 

Abu Bakr b. Abi Shaybah and Abu Sa’id al-Ashja’ – Abu Khalid: Abu Bakr – Abu Khalid

:al-Ahmar – al-A’mash – Isma’il b. Raja – Aws b. Ḍam’aj – Abu Mas’ud al-Ansari

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “The people should be led in salat by

the best reciter of the Book of Allah among them. But, if they are equal in recitation,
then the one who is the most knowledgeable among them concerning the Sunnah. If
they are equal regarding the Sunnah, then the earliest of them to do the hijrah. If they

are equal in the hijrah, then the earliest of them to embrace Islam. No man can lead

another in salat in a place where the latter has authority, or sit in his place of honour in
(his house without his permission.”(1

There is need to quickly highlight a point here. Where someone is the ruler or

administrator of a place, as long as he is a Muslim, none can lead him in salat in it. He

is the automatic Imam, even if he is not the best of them in Qur’anic recitation, or in
knowledge of the Sunnah. His political authority overrides all the other set conditions.
However, where none in the mosque is the ruler of its area, then the various criteria

.are examined in the specified order

p: 43

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 1, p. 465,

(673 (290
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:Imam al-Mubarakfuri (d. 1282 H) confirms

مامإ نأ  رمع  نبا  نع  حـصو  جاـجحلا  فلخ  یلـصی  رمع  نبا  ناـک  اذـلو  هناطلـس ...  یف  لـجرلا  لـجرلا  نمؤی  ـلا  ملـسم  هیاور  یفو 
ناطلسلا ریغ  یلع  مدقم  دجسملا 

In the report of (Imam) Muslim, it is stated “No man can lead another in salat in a
place where the latter has authority.”... This was why Ibn ‘Umar used to offer salat

behind al-Hajjaj. It is also authentically narrated that Ibn ‘Umar stated that the Imam

(of the mosque leads (only) the non-ruler.(1

These facts reveal that leadership in salat is no indicator of superiority before Allah at

all. Ibn ‘Umar was superior – in the eyes of Sunni Islam – over al-Hajjaj in all ways and

by all means. So, even a drunken Sunni governor can validly be the Imam for a saint of

Allah. The other criteria in the hadith are of the same effect as well. The best reciter in
the Ummah, who is the most qualified to lead the salat after the ruler or governor,
may – just like the executive leader - not necessarily be the best of the Muslims, or

their most knowledgeable. Something we wonder about though is – how many of the

Sunni kings, sultans, emirs, presidents and sheikhs today lead salat in their grand

?mosques

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) also documents

ابأ تعمـس  لوقی  جعمـض  نب  سوأ  تعمـس  لاق  ءاجر  نب  لیعامـسإ  نع  هبعـش  انث  رفعج  نب  دمحم  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
هللا لوسر  انل  لاق  لوقی  دوعسم 

p: 44

Abu al-‘Ala Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Mubarakfuri, Tuhfat - 1
al-Ahwazi bi Sharh Jami’ al-Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1410

H), vol. 2, p. 29
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اوناک ناف  هرجه  مهمدقأ  مهمؤیلف  ءاوس  مهتءارق  تناک  ناف  هءارق  مهمدقإو  یلاعت  هللا  باتکل  مهؤرقأ  موقلا  مؤی  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 
وأ هل  نذأی  نا  لاا  هتیب  یف  هتمرکت  یلع  سلجی  لاو  هناطلـس  یف  لاو  هلهأ  یف  لجرلا  نمؤی  ـلاو  انـس  مهربکأ  مهمؤیلف  ءاوس  هرجهلا  یف 

هنذإب

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father – Muhammad b. Ja’far – Shu’bah – Isma’il b. Raja –‘
:Aws b. Ḍam’aj – Abu Mas’ud

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said to us: “The people should be led in
salat by the best reciter of the Book of Allah the Most High among them. But, if their

recitations are equal, then the earliest of them in hijrah should lead them in salat. If
they are equal in the hijrah, then the oldest of them should lead them in salat. No man

can be led in salat among his family members or in a place where he has authority, or

(none can sit in his place of honour in his house without his permission.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

ملسم طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of (Imam) Muslim(2

It is undisputed that Abu Bakr was not the ruler over the Messenger of Allah at any

point in time. Therefore, he was automatically and absolutely disqualified from ever

leading his Prophet in salat. Besides, was Abu Bakr a better reciter of the Qur’an than

the Messenger of Allah? Was he more knowledgeable of the Sunnah than the

Prophet? Did Abu Bakr do the hijrah

p: 45

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 121, 17133

Ibid - 2
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before him? Was he older than his Messenger? Did he accept Islam before his

Prophet? We ask – on what basis exactly was Abu Bakr ever qualified lead the Master

and Best of all creation in salat? Apparently, there is none, and there can never be

any! As such, all the Sunni riwayat about how he supposedly was the Imam of the

!Messenger are only Sunni exaggerations and hallucinations

Interestingly, Abu Bakr was equally unqualified to lead even the other Sahabah! In
order to be qualified, he had to be their best reciter. But, was he? Imam al-Bukhari (d.

:256 H) records the answer of ‘Umar

انؤرقأ هنع : هللا  یـضر  رمع  لاق  لاق  سابع  نبا  نع  ریبج  نب  دیعـس  نع  بیبح  نع  نایفـس  انثدح  ییحی  انثدـح  یلع  نب  ورمع  انثدـح 
یلع اناضقأو  یبأ 

:Amr b. ‘Ali – Yahya – Sufyan – Habib – Sa’id b. Jubayr – Ibn ‘Abbas‘

Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The best reciter among us is Ubayy, and‘
(the best judge among us is ‘Ali.”(1

:Allamah al-Albani has equally copied the Prophetic confirmation of this‘

ءایح مهقدصأو  رمع  هللا  نید  یف  مهدشأو  رکب  وبأ  یتمأب  یتمأ  محرأ   : لاق ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  کلام ، نب  سنأ  نع 
.بعک نب  یبأ  هللا  باتکل  مهؤرقأو  .بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  مهاضقأو  نامثع 

:Narrated Anas b. Malik

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “The most merciful of my Ummah to
my Ummah is Abu Bakr. The most severe of them in the religion of Allah is ‘Umar. The

most shy

p: 46

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 1
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 4, p. 1628, 4211
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of them is ‘Uthman. And the best judge among them is ‘Ali b. Abi Talib. And the best

(reciter of the Book of Allah among them is Ubayy b. Ka’b.”(1

حیحص

(Sahih.(2

So, it was not Abu Bakr?! Therefore, it was Ubayy who was qualified for the leadership

of the salat and NOT Abu Bakr! With the presence of Ubayy among the Sahabah, Abu

Bakr – the first Sunni khalifah – was thereby disqualified from leading either the

Prophet or his followers in salat in the grand mosque of Madinah. With this, all the

reports about Abu Bakr’s leadership of the salat drown in the Sunni ocean of

fabrications. The Messenger of Allah would never place the wrong rod in the right hole

– neither by nepotism nor by mistake. The Sunnah is that the best reciter should lead

in salat – unless where the ruler is present. Abu Bakr was neither the best reciter nor

.the ruler. Those facts alone terminate the entire story

Imamah of Bastards and Children . 6

The most qualified to lead salat in any circumstance is the Muslim administrator within

his domain, according to Sunni Islam. He may be righteous or a drunkard. He may be a
good reciter or a poor one. He may be knowledgeable or ignorant. He is the automatic

Imam. Where he is absent in the mosque, then the most qualified is the best reciter

among those present. This best reciter too may also be the best of them in the Sight

of Allah – in terms of taqwa

p: 47

Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Sahih Sunan Ibn Majah (Maktabah al-Ma’arif li - 1
al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1417 H), vol. 1, pp. 67-68, 125

Ibid - 2
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piety) and knowledge – or one of their worst. Leadership in salat has nothing to do)
with righteousness or spiritual superiority. A lot of Sunni ahadith testify to this. We

have discussed some of them in the last chapter. Let us briefly quote a few more

:before proceeding. Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) records

نا یـشاقرلا  هللا  دـبع  نب  ناطح  نع  ریبج  نب  سنوی  نع  هداـتق  اـنث  لاـق  ماـشه  اـنث  دیعـس  نب  ییحی  اـنث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
اومیقأ لاقف  انتلاص  انل  نیبو  انتنس  انملعف  انبطخ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  یبن  نا   ... يرعشلأا لاقف  ...هلاص  هباحـصأب  یلـص  يرعـشلأا 

مکؤرقأ مکمؤیل  مث  مکفوفص 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya b. Sa’id – Hisham – ‘
:Qatadah – Yunus b. Jubayr – Hittan b. ‘Abd Allah al-Raqashi

Al-Ash’ari led his companions in a salat ... So, al-‘Ashari said, “... Verily, the Prophet of

Allah, peace be upon him, gave us a sermon and taught us our Sunnah, and explained

to us our salat. So, he said, ‘Establish your congregational rows. Then, the best reciter

(among you should be your Imam.’”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut says

ملسم طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

(Its chain is sahih upon the standard of (Imam) Muslim.(2

:Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) also documents

اذإ ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق  يردخلا  دیعس  یبأ  نع  هرـضن  یبأ  نع  هداتق  نع  هناوع  وبأ  انثدح  دیعـس  نب  هبیتق  انثدح 
مهؤرقأ هماملإاب  مهقحأو  مهدحأ  مهمؤیلف  هثلاث  اوناک 

:Qutaybah b. Sa’id – Abu ‘Awanah – Qatadah – Abu Naḍrah – Abu Sa’id al-Khudri

The

p: 48

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 409, 19680
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Ibid - 2
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Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “Whenever there are three persons, one

of them should be their Imam. The most entitled to be the Imam among them is the

(best reciter among them.(1

:Imam Ahmad again records

ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نع  لاق  کلام  نب  سنأ  نا  کلملا  دبع  یل  لاق  جیرج  نب  انأ  قازرلا  دبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
نآرقلل مهؤرقأ  موقلا  مؤی  لاق 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Ibn Jurayj –‘
:‘Abd al-Malik – Anas b. Malik

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: “The people are to be led in salat by the best

(reciter of the Qur’an among them.”(2

:Al-Arnaut submits

هریغل حیحص 

(It is sahih li ghayrihi(3

The Sahabah too put this into practice. Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) documents such an

:instance

هبـصعلا نولولأا  نورجاهملا  مدق  امل  لاق :  رمع  نبا  نع  عفان  نع  هللا  دیبع  نع  ضایع  نب  سنأ  انثدح  لاق  رذـنملا  نب  میهاربإ  انثدـح 
انآرق مهرثکأ  ناکو  هفیذح  یبأ  یلوم  ملاس  مهمؤی  ناک  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  مدقم  لبق  ءابقب  عضوم 

:Ibrahim b. al-Mundhir – Anas b. ‘Iyaḍ – ‘Ubayd Allah – Nafi’ – Ibn ‘Umar

When the earliest Muhajirun came to al-‘Usbah, a place in Quba, before the arrival of

the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, Salim, the freed slave of Abu Hudhayfah,
used to lead them in salat, and he was the most knowledgeable of the Qur’an among

(them.(4

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) comments about this hadith

هراشإ  ) انآرق مه  رثکأ  ناکو  هلوق )
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p: 49

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 1, p. 464,

(672 (289
Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 2

[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 163, 12687
Ibid - 3

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-Ju’fi, al- - 4
Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 1, p. 246, 660
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انآرق مهرثکأ  ناک  هنلأ  یناربطلل  هیاور  یفو  هنم  فرشأ  مهنوک  عم  هل  مهمیدقت  ببس  یلإ 

His statement (and he was the most knowledgeable of the Qur’an among them) is an

indicator towards their reason for making him their leader (in salat) despite that they

were of more noble statuses than him. In the report of al-Tabarani, it is narrated:
(“because he was the most knowledgeable of them of the Qur’an)(1

(: The explanation is confirmed by this riwayah of Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah (d. 235 H

یبأ یلوم  ملاس  مهمأف  ءابق  بنج  یلإ  اولزن  هکم  نم  اولبقأ  نیح  نیرجاـهملا  نأ  رمع  نبا  نع  عفاـن  نع  هللا  دـیبع  نع  ریمن  نبا  انثدـح 
.باطخلا نب  رمعو  دسلأا  دبع  نب  هملس  وبأ  مهیف  انآرق  مهرثکأ  ناک  هنلأ  هفیذح 

:Ibn Numayr – ‘Ubayd Allah – Nafi’ – Ibn ‘Umar

When the Muhajirun fled Makkah, they camped near Quba and Salim, the freed slave

of Abu Hudhayfah, led them in salat because he was the most knowledgeable of the

Qur’an among them. Among them were Abu Salamah b. ‘Abd al-Asad and ‘Umar b. al-
(Khattab.(2

Grading another hadith with this same exact chain, ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H)
:declares

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  دانسإ  اذهو 

(This chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.(3

:Al-Bukhari further records

ناک لاق  هربخأ  امهنع  هللا  یـضر  رمع  نبا  نأ  هربخأ  اعفان  نأ  جـیرج  نبا  ینربخأ  بهو  نب  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح  حـلاص  نب  نامثع  انثدـح 
هملس وبأو  رمعو  رکب  وبأ  مهیف  ءابق  دجسم  یف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  باحصأو  نیلولأا  نیرجاهملا  مؤی  هفیذح  یبأ  یلوم  ملاس 

دیزو

p: 50

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: - 1
Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Taba’ah wa al-Nashr; 2nd edition), vol. 2, p. 156
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Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi - ‘ 2
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-

Fikr; 1st edition, 1409 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. 1, p. 379, 11
Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 3
Ashqudri al-Albani, Sahih Abi Dawud (Kuwait: Muasassat al-Gharas li al-Nashr wa al-

Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1423 H), vol. 3, p. 270, 688
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هعیبر نب  رماعو 

Uthman b. Salih – ‘Abd Allah b. Wahb – Ibn Jurayj – Nafi’ – Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be‘
:pleased with him

Salim, the freed slave of Abu Hudhayfah, used to lead the earliest Muhajirun and the

Sahabah of the Prophet, peace be upon him, in Salat in the mosque of Quba. Among

(them were Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, Abu Salamah, and Amir b. Rabi’ah.(1

So, the most senior Muhajirun – including Abu Bakr and ‘Umar – unanimously

appointed Salim, a freed slave, as their Imam in salat pending the arrival of the

Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, because he was more knowledgeable of

the Qur’an than all of them. This, obviously, was in line with the Sunnah of

.Muhammad

Salim was a freed slave. But, the ‘ulama of the Ahl al-Sunnah actually allow leadership

in salat by even serving slaves and bastards too, as long as they are the best in
:Qur’anic recitation, as al-Hafiz declares

روهمجلا بهذ  انزلا  دلو  همامإ  هحص  یلإو  کلام ...  فلاخو  روهمجلا  بهذ  دبعلا  همامإ  هحص  یلإو 

The majority (of the scholars) accepted the correctness of leadership in salat by a
slave. But, (Imam) Malik objected.... Also, the majority accepted the correctness of

(leadership in salat by a bastard.(2

The supreme Salafi fiqh council in Saudi Arabia and across the world, al-Lajnah al-
:Daimah, also states

باتکل مهؤرقأ  موقلا  مؤی   : هلوق مومعل  نیدلا ؛ ههج  نم  کلذل ، لاهأ  امهنم  لک  ناک  اذإ  هلاـصلا ، یف  انزلا  دـلوو  دـبعلا  همامإ  حـصت 
.کلذ عنمی  لایلد  ملعن  لاو  هللا " 

The leadership of the slave
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Jami’ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.
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or the bastard in salat is correct, as long as each of them is qualified for it, from the

religious aspect, due to the generality of his (i.e. the Prophet’s) statement, “The

people are to be led in salat by the best reciter of the Book of Allah among them.” We

(do not know any proof forbidding that.(1

:Even a small child can lead his grandfathers in salat, according to the same council

 " هللا باتکل  مهؤرقأ  موقلا  مؤی  " ) ص یبنلا ) لوقل  هلاصلا ؛ لقعی  يذلا  یبصلا  همامإ  حصت 

The leadership of salat by a small child, who understands salat, is correct, due to the

statement of the Prophet, peace be upon him: “The people are to be led in salat by the

(best reciter of the Book of Allah among them.”(2

As such, if the Messenger of Allah ever truly designated Abu Bakr as Imam in salat

during the former’s fatal illness – and he never did – then it would have been only

because he considered him as having the best recitation among the Sahabah –

nothing more, nothing less. Most importantly, even if Abu Bakr had been a bastard –
and he was NOT – he would still have been appointed Imam in salat over the Sahabah

by the Prophet at that point in time, according to Sunni Islam, as long as he had the

best Qur’anic recitation among them. The problem however is that Abu Bakr was

.never the overall best reciter among his colleagues

So, he was unqualified, and therefore

p: 52
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could never have been appointed as Imam during the period of the illness. Still, even if
he had been qualified and had been designated, it would have indicated absolutely

.nothing of spiritual status or choice for the khilafah after the Messenger

However, the ‘ulama of the Ahl al-Sunnah go to desperate lengths in exaggerating

about the event – which, in the first place, is narrated only in severely contradictory

reports. For instance, Imam al-Nawawi (d. 676 H) claims about the alleged leadership

:of the Sahabah in salat by Abu Bakr

یلع هیبنتو  هلیضفتو  نیعمجأ  مهیلع  هللا  ناوضر  هباحصلا  عیمج  یلع  هحیجرتو  هنع  هللا  یضر  قیدصلا  رکب  یبأ  هلیضف  اهنم  دئاوف  هیف 
نم فلختـسا  هعاـمجلا  روضح  نع  رذـع  هل  ضرع  اذإ  ماـملإا  نأ  اـهنمو  هریغ  نم  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هفـلاخب  قحأ  هنأ 

مهلضفأ لاإ  فلختسی  هنأو لا  مهب  یلصی 

There are benefits from it. Among them is the excellence of Abu Bakr al-Siddiq, may

Allah be pleased with him, and his preference over all the Sahabah, riḍwanullah

‘alaihim ajma’in, and his overall superiority and his notice that he (Abu Bakr) was more

entitled to the khilafah of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, than anyone

else. Among them (i.e. the benefits) is that the Imam, if he has an excuse for not

attending the congregational prayer, he should deputize someone to lead them in
(salat, and that he cannot deputize except the best of them.(1

For Allah’s sake, where exactly did he get all that? We are certain that this
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same Nawawi and his followers would object to these words about Salim – the freed

slave of Abu Hudhayfah, concerning his leadership over Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and the

:other Sahabah in salat

There are benefits from it. Among them is the excellence of Salim, may Allah be

pleased with him, and his preference over all the Sahabah, riḍwanullah ‘alaihim

ajma’in, and his overall superiority and a notice that he (Salim) was more entitled to
.the khilafah of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, than anyone else

It is amusing how almost everything about Abu Bakr – whether true or not – is easily

interpreted by the Ahl al-Sunnah as “evidence” of his “excellence”, “superiority” and

“khilafah”. Sometimes, the ridiculousness of such submissions gets to extreme

lengths, as in this case of his alleged leadership in salat. For instance, they claim that

Abu Bakr’s leadership in salat over the Sahabah was evidence of his overall

superiority above them. Of course, such a conclusion actually contradicts the

authentic Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah. Nonetheless, did Abu Bakr not lead the

Prophet in salat according to Sunnis? So, did the Messenger consider himself to have

lost his overall superiority over Abu Bakr? Moreover, Abu Bakr allegedly offered the

leadership of the salat to ‘Umar. Was he then admitting thereby the superiority of

?‘Umar over himself

Abu Bakr’s Presence in the Army of Usamah . 7

There is another fundamental twist to the whole saga about Abu Bakr’s alleged

,leadership of the salat during the Prophet’s fatal illness, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi

p: 54
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which creates a new major crisis for the official Sunni narrative. Imam al-Bukhari (d.
:256 H) records

هللا یلـص  یبنلا  ثعب  لاق :  امهنع  هللا  یـضر  رمع  نب  هللا  دبع  نع  رانید  نب  هللا  دبع  ینثدح  لاق  نامیلـس  انثدح  دلخم  نب  دلاخ  انثدح 
دقف هترامإ  یف  اونعطت  نإ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  لاقف  هترامإ  یف  سانلا  ضعب  نعطف  دیز  نب  هماسأ  مهیلع  رمأو  اثعب  ملـس  هیلع و 

سانلا بحأ  نمل  اذـه  نإو  یلإ  سانلا  بحأ  نمل  ناکو  نإو  هراملإل  اقیلخل  ناـک  نإ  هللا  میاو  لـبق  نم  هیبأ  هراـمإ  یف  نونعطت  متنک 
هدعب یلإ 

Khalid b. Makhlad – Sulayman – ‘Abd Allah b. Dinar – ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Umar, may Allah be

:pleased with him

The Prophet, peace be upon him, sent troops and appointed Usamah b. Zayd as their

amir (commander). But, some people criticized his appointment as amir. Then, the

Prophet, peace be upon him, said, “If you criticize his appointment as amir, you used

to criticize the appointment of his father as amir before. I swear by Allah, he

(Usamah’s father) deserved the appointment as amir indeed, and he used to be one

of the most beloved persons to me, and now this (Usamah) is certainly one of the

(most beloved persons to me after him.”(1

:Dr. al-Bagha has some comments on this narration

 . هنع هللا  یضر  یموزخملا  هعیبر  یبأ  نبا  شایع  اذه  یف  مهدشأ  ناکو   ) سانلا ضعب  ( . اهیف ملکتو  حدق   ) نعطف (

criticized) disparaged and condemned. (Some people) the most severe of them in this)
,was ‘Ayyash b. Abi Rabi’ah al-Makhzumi
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(may Allah be pleased with him.(1

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) also has these words on the hadith

هنأ ءاج  امل  همجرتلا  هذه  فنـصملا  رخأ  امنإ  هیف ( یفوت  يذلا  هضرم  یف  دـیز  نب  هماسأ  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  ثعب  باب  هلوق )
نیمویب ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  توم  لبق  تبسلا  موی  هماسأ  زیهجت  ناک 

His statement (Chapter on the Appointment of Usamah b. Zayd by the Prophet, peace

be upon him, during his Fatal Illness): The author (i.e. al-Bukhari) has only given this

biography a late timing due to what is narrated that the mobilization of Usamah (for

(war) was on Saturday, two days before the death of the Prophet.(2

This was well into the period when Abu Bakr was supposed to be leading the salat!
:What is going on here? Well, al-Hafiz has some more information

نب هملسو  نامعنلا  نب  هداتقو  دیعسو  دعـسو  هدیبع  وبأو  رمعو  رکب  وبأ  مهنم  راصنلأاو  نیرجاهملا  رابک  هماسأ  عم  بدتنا  نمم  ناکو 
رمع هیلع  درف  یموزخملا  هعیبر  یبأ  نب  شایع  مهنم  موق  کلذ  یف  ملکتف  ملسأ 

Among those conscripted with Usamah were senior Muhajirun and Ansar, among

them Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, Abu ‘Ubaydah, Sa’d, Sa’id, Qatadah b. al-Nu’man, and

Salamah b. Aslam. So, a group criticized that, among them ‘Ayyash b. Abi Rabi’ah al-
(Makhzumi, and ‘Umar opposed him.(3

So, the Messenger of Allah deployed Abu Bakr and ‘Umar as ordinary foot soldiers

.under the command of Usamah, just two days before his death. This is huge indeed

:Elsewhere, al-Hafiz submits further

هیلع هللا  یلص  یبنلا  تامو  ملاسلاا  یف  هماسأ  دلو  دعس  نب  لاق 

p: 56
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میظع شیج  یلع  هرمأ  ناکو  هرشع  ینامث  همثیخ  یبأ  نب  لاقو  هنس  نورشع  هلو  ملسو 

Ibn Sa’d said: “Usamah was born during the Islamic era, and the Prophet, peace be

upon him, died while he (Usamah) was twenty years old.” Ibn Abi Khaythamah said,
“He was eighteen years old”. He (the Prophet) made him the amir (commander) of a

(huge army.(1

Usamah was old enough only to be a grandson of Abu Bakr. He was barely a

teenager. Yet, the Messenger of Allah, in his divinely-inspired wisdom, made him the

amir over Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. Besides that, Usamah was amir just a few days before

the Prophet’s death, during the most serious phase of his fatal illness when he was no

:longer able to appear in the mosque. The direct implications of this are clear

Abu Bakr and ‘Umar were under the command of Usamah. Therefore, they both . 1
were supposed to be at the army camp, and Usamah was their appointed Imam in

.salat as long as their deployment lasted

The Messenger never intended either Abu Bakr or ‘Umar to be his khalifah. . 2
Otherwise, he would not have sent them away from Madinah during what obviously

.were his very last days on the earth

The story of Abu Bakr’s leadership of salat in the Prophet’s mosque is false. If Abu . 3
Bakr was in Madinah, it was only because he had mutinied from the Islamic army.

.Mutineers are never rewarded with any form of leadership in Islam

Understandably, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728
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:H) was very disturbed

رمعو رکب  وبأ  مهیف  ناکو  هذـیفنتب  رملأا  ررکو  هماـسأ  شیج  اوزهج  لاـق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  عساـتلا  یـضفارلا  لاـق 
هنم اولبقی  ملف  هدعب  هفلاخلا  یلع  بثوتلا  نم  مهعنم  دارأ  هنلأ  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  ذفنی  ملو  نامثعو 

نأ مولعمو  لقنلا  ءاملع  نم  دـحأ  هححـص  لاو  فورعم  دانـسإب  يوری  ذـه لا  نإف  لقنلا  هحـصب  هبلاطملا  اهدـحأ  هوجو  نم  باوجلاو 
ءاش ام  دحأ  لک  لوقی  نأ  نکمیف  لاإو  اهتوبثب  هجحلا  مایق  دعب  لاإ  غوسی  تلاوقنملاب لا  جاجتحلاا 

رتاوت دقو  رمع  هیف  ناک  هنإ  لیق  دق  امنإو  نامثع  لاو  رکب  وبأ  هماسأ لا  شیج  یف  نکی  ملف  لقنلا  ءاملع  عامجإب  بذک  اذـه  نأ  یناثلا 
دقو هتوم  موی  حبصلا  هنع  هللا  یـضر  رکب  وبأ  یلـصو  تام  یتح  هلاـصلا  یلع  رکب  ابأ  فلختـسا  هنأ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نع 

هماسأ شیج  یف  جرخی  نأ  هرمأ  دق  اذه  عم  نوکی  فیکف  کلذب  رسف  رکب  یبأ  فلخ  افوفص  مهآرف  هرجحلا  فجس  فشک 

The Rafiḍi said: “The ninth (point) is that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
said: “Mobilize the army of Usamah” and repeatedly gave the order for its dispatch.
And among them (i.e. the soldiers under Usamah) were Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman.
But, he did not conscript Amir al-Muminin, because he (the Prophet) intended to

prevent them (i.e. those in the army) from jumping over the khilafah after him. But,
”. they did not accept it from him

The answer is from a number of angles. One of them is request for evidence of the

authenticity of the report. This is

p: 58
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because this (claim) is not narrated with any known chain, and none of the scholars of

narrations ever declared it authentic. It is, of course, known that the use of reports as

evidence is not permissible except after providing proof of their authenticity.
.Otherwise, everyone would say whatever he likes

The second (answer) is that this (report) is a lie by the consensus of the scholars of

narrations. Therefore, neither Abu Bakr nor ‘Uthman was in the army of Usamah. It is
only said that ‘Umar was in it. Meanwhile, it has been narrated in mutawatir reports

from the Prophet, peace be upon him, that he deputized Abu Bakr to lead the salat

until he (the Prophet) died. Moreover, Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him,
performed the Subh (early morning) prayer of the day of his (i.e. the Prophet’s) death.
He (the Prophet) had drawn the curtain of the room, and saw them in congregational

rows behind Abu Bakr, and he was pleased with that. So, with this, how could he (i.e.
(the Prophet) have ordered him (i.e. Abu Bakr) to go out with the army of Usamah?(1

Here, our Shaykh has muddled things up. First and foremost, according to the “sahih”
hadith of ‘Aishah, the Messenger – during his lifetime - literally took over the salat

from Abu Bakr, thereby effectively terminating the latter’s alleged appointment

(assuming it ever existed). It was the Zuhr prayer of that Monday, and that was the

.last recorded salat of the Prophet

p: 59
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As such, Abu Bakr’s prayer leadership – even if it had been true – was cut off before

.the Messenger’s death

Besides, Ibn Taymiyyah submitted that the reports about Abu Bakr’s conscription into

Usamah’s army had no known chains. How true was this claim? Our Shaykh further

stated that all the Sunni scholars of narrations, without a single exception, from the

time of the Prophet up to his own lifetime, had explicitly declared those same

narrations as “a lie”. So, we should be able to easily harvest from hundreds, or

.perhaps thousands, of ancient Sunni books tons of statements to that effect

The truth, however, is the opposite. Malik b. Anas (d. 179 H), Ibn al-Mubarak (d. 181 H),
al-Shafi’i (d. 204 H), al-Tayalisi (d. 204 H), ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-San’ani (d. 211 H), al-
Humaydi (d. 219 H), Ibn Ja’d (d. 230 H), Ibn Sa’d (d. 230 H), Ibn Abi Shaybah (d. 235 H), Ibn

Rahwayh (d. 238 H), Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241 H), al-Darimi (d. 255 H), al-Bukhari (d. 256
H), Muslim (d. 261 H), Ibn Majah (d. 273 H), Abu Dawud (d. 275 H), Ibn Qutaybah (d. 276
H), al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H), Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H), al-Bazzar (d. 292 H), al-Nasai (d. 303 H),
Ibn Khuzaymah (d. 311 H), al-‘Aqili (d. 322 H), Ibn Abi Hatim (d. 327 H), Ibn Hibban (d. 354
H), al-Tabarani (d. 360 H), al-Daraqutni (d. 385 H), Ibn Shahin (d. 385 H), al-Hakim (d. 403

H), al-Bayhaqi (d. 458 H), al-Baghdadi
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d. 463 H), Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr (d. 463 H), al-Khawarazmi (d. 568 H), Ibn Asakir (571 H), and)
al-Nawawi (d. 676 H) did NOT declare riwayat about Abu Bakr’s conscription into

Usamah’s army as “a lie” in any of their books! In fact, Ibn Taymiyyah – from all

”. indications – was the first ever human being to describe them as “a lie

:Further exposing the “lie” of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah is this report by Imam Ibn Asakir

رضنلا وبأ  ان  روصنم  نب  دمحأ  ان  نسحلا  نب  لمؤملا  انأ  يدلخملا  دمحم  وبأ  انأ  يرهزلأا  دماح  وبأ  انأ  رهاط  نب  هیجو  رکب  وبأ  انربخأ 
هماسأ لمعتـسا  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  رمع  نبا  نع  عفان  نع  رمع  نب  هللا  دیبع  نع  دمحم  نب  مصاع  ان  مساقلا  نب  مشاه 

دق مکنأ  ینغلب  دق  لاق  مث  سانلا  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  بطخف  هلمع  یف  سانلا  نعطف  رمعو  رکب  وبأ  مهیف  شیج  یلع  دـیز  نب 
یلإ ساـنلا  بحأ  نمل  هنإو  هماـسأ  ینعی  هرمـلأل  قـیلخل  هنإو  هراـملإل  قـیلخل  هاـبأ  نإو  هلبق  هیبأ  لـمع  یفو  هماـسأ  لـمع  یف  مـتنعط 

هب مکیصوأف 

Abu Bakr Wajih b. Tahir – Abu Hamid al-Azhari – Abu Muhammad al-Makhladi – al-
Muammal b. al-Hasan – Ahmad b. Mansur – Abu al-Naḍr Hashim b. al-Qasim – ‘Asim

:b. Muhammad – ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Umar – Nafi’ – Ibn ‘Umar

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, appointed Usamah b. Zayd as the

commander over an army WHICH INCLUDED ABU BAKR AND ‘UMAR. But, the people

criticized his appointment. So, the Prophet, peace be upon

p: 61
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him, addressed the people, and then said: “News has reached me that you have

criticized the appointment of Usamah and the appointment of his father before him.
His father deserved the appointment as amir, and he too deserves the appointment

as amir, that is Usamah. He is also one of the most beloved people to me. Therefore, I
(advise you concerning him.(1

We know that – contrary to the wild claim of Ibn Taymiyyah – the narration actually

has a known chain of transmission! So, what is its authenticity? Imam al-Dhahabi (d.
:748 H) states about the first narrator

يروباسینلا یماحشلا  رهاز  وخأ  رکب ، وبأ  ناسارخ ، دنسم  لدعلا ، ملاعلا  خیشلا  دمحأ ، نب  دمحم  نب  دمحم  نبا  رهاط  نب  هیجو 

Wajih b. Tahir b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Ahmad, the Shaykh, the scholar, the

trustworthy, the top scholar of Khurasan, Abu Bakr, brother of Zahir, al-Shahami, al-
(Naysaburi.(2

:Concerning the second narrator, al-Dhahabi similarly declares

، یطورشلا يروباسینلا ، يرهزلأا ، رهزأ  نب  نسحلا  نبا  دمحم  نب  نسحلا  نب  دمحأ  دماح ، وبأ  قودصلا ، دنـسملا ، لدعلا ،  : يرهزلأا
.نیثدحملا دلاوأ  نم 

Al-Azhari: the trustworthy, the top scholar, the highly truthful, Abu Hamid, Ahmad b.
al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. Azhar al-Azhari, al-Naysaburi, al-Shuruti, from

(the descendants of hadith scholars.(3

:So, what about the third narrator? Al-Dhahabi has this verdict about him too

يدـلخملا نابیـش  نب  دـلخم  نب  یلع  نب  نسحلا  نب  دـمحم  نب  دـمحأ  نب  نسحلا  دـمحم ، وبأ  دنـسملا ، قداـصلا  ماـملإا   : يدـلخملا
لدعلا يروباسینلا 

Al-Makhladi: The truthful Imam, the top scholar, Abu Muhammad, al-Hasan b. Ahmad

.b. Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Mukhlid b

p: 62
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Tarikh Madinah Dimashq (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1415 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 8, p. 60
Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala - 2
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 9th edition, 1413 H) [annotators of the twentieth volume:

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and Muhammad Na’im al-‘Arqisusi], vol. 20, p. 109, 67
Ibid, vol. 18, p. 254, 127 - 3
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(Shayban al-Mukhlidi al-Naysaburi, the trustworthy.(1

Then, we proceed to the fourth narrator, and the words of al-Dhahabi concerning

:him

یـسجرساملا ءاـفولا  وبأ  ناـسارخ ، ردـص  نقتملا ، ثدـحملا  ماـملاا  سیئرلا  یلوملا ، سجرـسام  نب  یـسیع  نبا  نسحلا  نب  لـمؤملا 
.يروباسینلا

Al-Muammal b. al-Hasan b. ‘Isa b. Masarjisa the freed slave, the leader, the Imam,
the hadith scientist, the extremely precise narrator, the foremost in Khurasan, Abu al-

(Wafa al-Masarjisi al-Naysaburi.(2

:The fifth narrator is like that too, as stated by al-Hafiz

نآرقلا یف  فقولا  یف  هبهذمل  دواد  وبأ  هیف  نعط  ظفاح  هقث  رکب  وبأ  يدامرلا  يدادغبلا  رایس  نب  روصنم  نب  دمحأ 

Ahmad b. Mansur b. Sayyar al-Baghdadi al-Ramadi, Abu Bakr: Thiqah (trustworthy), a
hadith scientist. Abu Dawud criticized him due to his opinion of neutrality concerning

((the creation of) the Qur’an.(3

:Imam al-Dhahabi confirms

.يدادغبلا يدامرلا  كراعم ، نب  رایس  نب  روصنم  نب  دمحأ  رکب ، وبأ  طباضلا ، ظفاحلا  ماملاا   : يدامرلا

Al-Ramadi: the Imam, the hadith scientist, the accurate narrator, Abu Bakr, Ahmad b.
(Mansur b. Sayyar b. Mu’arik, al-Ramadi al-Baghdadi.(4

:Al-Hafiz has these words on the sixth narrator as well

تبث هقث  رصیق  هبقلو  هتینکب  روهشم  رضنلا  وبأ  يدادغبلا  مهلاوم  یثیللا  ملسم  نب  مساقلا  نب  مشاه 

Hashim b. al-Qasim b. Muslim al-Laythi, their freed slave, al-Baghdadi, Abu al-Naḍr,
well-known with his kunya and nickname Qaysar: Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt

((accurate).(5

:About the seventh narrator, al-Hafiz proceeds
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هقث یندملا  يرمعلا  باطخلا  نب  رمع  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  دیز  نب  دمحم  نب  مصاع 

Asim b. Muhammad b. Zayd b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Umar b. al-Khattab al-‘Umari al-Madani:‘
(Thiqah (trustworthy).(6

:He equally states concerning the eighth narrator

نب مصاع  نب  صفح  نب  رمع  نب  هللا  دیبع 

p: 63

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala - 1
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 9th edition, 1413 H) [annotators of the sixteenth volume:

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and Akram al-Bushi], vol. 16, p. 539, 395
Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala - 2
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 9th edition, 1413 H) [annotators of the fifteenth volume:

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and Ibrahim al-Zaybaq], vol. 15, pp. 21-22, 9
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 3
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 47,

113
Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala - 4
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 9th edition, 1413 H) [annotators of the fifteenth volume:

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and Ibrahim al-Zaybaq], vol. 15, p. 389, 170
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 5
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. 261,
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تبث هقث  نامثع  وبأ  یندملا  يرمعلا  باطخلا  نب  رمع 

Ubayd Allah b. ‘Umar b. Hafs b. ‘Asim b. ‘Umar b. al-Khattab al-‘Umari al-Madani, Abu‘
(‘Uthman: Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt (accurate).(1

:And, with regards to the last narrator, he declares

روهشم هیقف  تبث  هقث  رمع  نبا  یلوم  یندملا  هللا  دبع  وبأ  عفان 

Nafi’, Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Madani, freed slave of Ibn ‘Umar: Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt

((accurate), a well-known jurist.(2

So, the chain is fully connected and all the narrators are trusted people. Therefore, it
.is sahih, or at least hasan

Furthermore, there is a mutaba’ah for Asim b. Muhammad, documented by Imam al-
:Bazzar

یبنلا نأَ  رمع  نبا  نع  عفان ، نع  رمع ، نب  هللا  دیبع  نع  رمع ، نب  مصاع  انثدـح  رـضنلا ، وبأ  انثدـح  قرزلأا ، ناسح  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح 
هیلع هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  بطخف  هلمع ،  یف  ساـنلا  نعطف  رمعو  رکب  وبأ  مهیف  شیج  یلع  دـیز  نب  هماـسأ  لمعتـسا  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص 
ینعی هراملإل  قیلخل  هنإو  هراملإل  اقیلخ  ناک  هابأ  نإو  هلبق ، نم  هیبأ  لـمع  یفو  هماـسأ  لـمع  یف  متنعط  مکنأ  ینغلب  دـق  لاـقف  ملـسو 

.اریخ لاق  هبسحأ  هب  مکیصوأ  ینإو  یلإ  سانلا  بحأ  نمل  هنإو  هماسأ 

Muhammad b. Hassan al-Azraq – Abu al-Naḍr – ‘Asim b. ‘Umar – ‘Ubayd Allah b.
:‘Umar – Nafi’ – Ibn ‘Umar

The Prophet, peace be upon him, appointed Usamah b. Zayd as commander over an

army which included Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. So, people criticized his appointment. As a
result, the Prophet, peace be upon him, delivered a sermon and said, “News has

reached me that you criticized the appointment of Usamah and the appointment

p: 64
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of his father before him. Verily, his father deserved the appointment as amir, and he

too deserves the appointment as amir, that is Usamah. He is also one of the most

(beloved of mankind to me. I advise you to think good of him.”(1

:Al-Bazzar comments

نع ملاس ، نع  هبقع ،  نب  یـسوم  ثیدح  نم  فرعی  امنإو  رمع ، نب  مصاع  لاإ  رمع  نب  نب  هللا  دیبع  نع  هاور  ملعن  ثیدـحلا لا  اذـهو 
.هیِبأَ

We do not know anyone who has narrated this hadith from ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Umar

except ‘Asim b. ‘Umar, and it is only known through the hadith of Musa b. ‘Uqbah, from

(Salim, from his father.(2

The mistake of al-Bazzar is apparent. ‘Asim b. Muhammad also narrated it from

‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Umar, apart from Asim b. ‘Umar. Obviously, al-Bazzar did not have

sufficient information concerning the transmission of this hadith. In fact, his mistake

becomes clearer when we consider his statement that the narration is known only

through the hadith of Musa b. ‘Uqbah. If, by the hadith of this Musa, he meant the

narration on Usamah’s army without the explicit mention of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar (and

this is most likely al-Bazzar’s position), then certainly he was in error, as ‘Abd Allah b.
Dinar also related that. In any case, the misjudgements of scholars are never

.accepted as proofs in academic researches

In the chain of ‘Asim b. ‘Umar above, we already know that Abu al-Naḍr, ‘Ubayd Allah

b. ‘Umar and Nafi’ were thiqah (trustworthy). So, we are left with

p: 65

Abu Bakr Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. ‘Abd al-Khaliq al-Bazzar, Musnad al-Bazzar (Madinah al- - 1
Munawwarah: Maktabah al-‘Ulum wa al-Hukm; 1st edition) [annotator: ‘Adil b. Sa’d],

vol. 12, p. 155, 5754
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only Muhammad b. Hassan al-Azraq and ‘Asim b. ‘Umar to investigate. Well, al-Azraq

:too is thiqah (trustworthy) according to al-Hafiz

هقث طساو  نم  هلصأ  رجاتلا  يدادغبلا  رفعج  وبأ  قرزلأا  ینابیشلا  زوریف  نب  ناسح  نب  دمحم 

Muhammad b. Hassan b. Fayruz al-Shaybani al-Azraq, Abu Ja’far al-Baghdadi al-
(Tajir, his root was from Wasit: Thiqah (trustworthy).(1

:However, as confirmed by al-Hafiz, ‘Asim b. ‘Umar was weak

.يرمعلا هللا  دیبع  وخأ  وهو  هعباسلا  نم  فیعض  یندملا  رمع  وبأ  يرمعلا  باطخلا  نب  رمع  نب  مصاع  نب  صفح  نب  رمع  نب  مصاع 

Asim b. ‘Umar b. Hafs b. ‘Asim b. ‘Umar b. al-Khattab al-‘Umari, Abu ‘Umar al-Madani:‘
Ḍa’if (weak). He was from the seventh (tabaqah), and he was the brother of ‘Ubayd

(Allah al-‘Umari.(2

Yet, the chain of al-Bazzar is sahih li ghayrihi due to the corroboration of ‘Asim b.
.‘Umar by ‘Asim b. Muhammad, from ‘Ubayd Allah in the riwayah of Ibn Asakir

:Finally, Imam Ibn Sa’d has a third report

وبأ مهیف  هیرـس  ثعب  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نأ  رمع  نب  نع  عفان  نع  يرمعلا  انربخأ  لاق  یلجعلا  ءاطع  نب  باهولا  دـبع  انثدـح 
دعـصف ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  کلذ  غلبف  هرغـص  یف  يأ  هیف  اونعط  سانلا  ناکف  دـیز  نب  هماـسأ  مهیلع  لمعتـسا  رمعو  رکب 

اهل ناقیلخل  امهنإو  هلبق  نم  هیبأ  هرامإ  یف  اونعط  اوناک  دـقو  هماسأ  هرامإ  یف  اونعط  دـق  ساـنلا  نإ  لاـقو  هیلع  ینثأو  هللا  دـمحف  ربنملا 
اریخ هماسأب  مکیصوأف  لاآ  یلإ  سانلا  بحأ  نمل  هنإو 

:Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Ata al-‘Ijli – al-‘Umari – Nafi’ – Ibn ‘Umar‘

The Prophet, peace be upon him, deployed an army. Among them were

p: 66

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 1
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. 66,
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Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. He appointed Usamah b. Zayd over them as their commander.
So, people criticized it, that was his young age. News of that reached the Messenger

of Allah, peace be upon him. Therefore, he climbed the pulpit, thanked Allah and

extolled Him, and said, “People have criticized the appointment of Usamah as amir.
They had earlier criticized the appointment of his father as amir before him. Yet, both

of them (i.e. Usamah and his father) deserve it (i.e. the commandership), and he

(Usamah) is one of the most beloved of mankind to me. Verily, I advise you to be good

(to Usamah.(1

We know about Nafi’ already. So, we only have to investigate the first and second

:narrators. Al-Hafiz says about the first narrator

لاقی سابعلا  یف  اثیدح  هیلع  اورکنأ  أطخأ  امبر  قودص  دادغب  لیزن  يرصبلا  مهلاوم  یلجعلا  رصن  وبأ  فافخلا  ءاطع  نب  باهولا  دبع 
روث نع  هسلد 

Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Ata al-Khaffaf, Abu Nasr al-‘Ijli, their freed slave, al-Basri, a‘
resident of Baghdad: Saduq (very truthful), maybe he made mistakes. They denied a
hadith from him about al-‘Abbas. It is said that he narrated it in an ‘an-‘an manner

(from Thawr.(2

The second narrator is al-‘Umari. His name is ‘Abd Allah. Al-Hafiz declares concerning

:him

دباع فیعض  یندملا  يرمعلا  نمحرلا  دبع  وبأ  باطخلا  نب  رمع  نب  مصاع  نب  صفح  نب  رمع  نب  هللا  دبع 

Abd Allah b. ‘Umar b. Hafs b. ‘Asim b. ‘Umar b. al-Khattab, Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman‘
(al-‘Umari al-Madani: Ḍa’if (weak), a great worshipper of Allah.(3

However, this defect in the

p: 67

Muhammad b. Sa’d, al-Tabaqat al-Kubra (Beirut: Dar al-Sadir), vol. 2, p. 249 - 1
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 2
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chain of Ibn Sa’d is removed by the corroboration of ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Umar by ‘Ubayd

Allah b. ‘Umar. Both have transmitted the same report from the same Nafi’. As such,
.the sanad of Ibn Sa’d is hasan li ghayrih due to al-Khaffaf

So, there is a sahih li dhatihi (i.e. independently sahih) or hasan li dhatihi (i.e.
independently hasan) chain for the hadith of Ibn ‘Umar which places Abu Bakr and

‘Umar in the army of Usamah. There is another, which is sahih li ghayrihi (i.e. sahih by

corroboration), ad there is a third that is hasan li ghayrihi (i.e. hasan by corroboration).
Each of these chains sufficiently establishes the fact that both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar

were conscripts under Usamah’s command. Of course, the army of Usamah was

.mobilized on Saturday, two days before the final breath of the Messenger of Allah

Among the Sunni scholars of narrations, one of their earliest to affirm this fact was

:‘Urwah b. al-Zubayr. Imam Ibn Hibban says concerning him

نیعباتلا لضافأو  هنیدـملا  ءاهقف  نم  قیدـصلا  رکب  یبأ  تنب  ءامـسأ  اـمهمأ  ریبزلا  نب  هللا  دـبع  وخأ  یـشرقلا  ماوعلا  نب  ریبزلا  نب  هورع 
شیرق دابعو 

Urwah b. al-Zubayr b. al-‘Awwam al-Qurshi, the brother of ‘Abd Allah b. al-Zubayr.‘
Their mother was Asma bint Abi Bakr al-Siddiq. He was one of the jurists of Madinah,
and one of the best of the Tabi’in, and one of the devout worshippers from

(Quraysh.(1

Al-Hafiz, who grades him “thiqah” (trustworthy)(2), further states that he narrated

from many of the Sahabah, including his

p: 68

Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad al-Tamimi al-Busti, Mashahir ‘Ulama al- - 1
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father (al-Zubayr b. al-‘Awwam), his mother Asma bint Abi Bakr, Umm al-Muminin

‘Aishah, Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, ‘alaihi al-salam, Zayd b. Thabit, Ibn ‘Abbas,
Ibn ‘Umar, Usamah b. Zayd, Abu Ayub al-Ansari, Abu Hurayrah, Umm Salamah, and

Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Ansari(1). Apparently, ‘Urwah was no small fish in Sunni hadith

scholarship. So, did he really claim that the report – which states that Abu Bakr and

‘Umar were part of Usamah’s army - was “a lie”, as alleged by Shaykh Ibn

?Taymiyyah

:Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah records his clear testimony here

مهیلع رمأو  هتوم  لبق  اثعب  عطق  ناک  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  هیبأ  نع  هورع  نب  ماشه  نع  نامیلـس  نب  میحرلا  دبع  انثدـح 
رمعو رکب  وبأ  ثعبلا  کلذ  یفو  دیز ، نب  هماسأ 

(: Abd al-Rahim b. Sulayman – Hisham b. ‘Urwah – his father (‘Urwah b. al-Zubayr‘

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, deployed an army before his death and

appointed Usamah b. Zayd as the amir over them. In that army were Abu Bakr and

(‘Umar.(2

:The first narrator is thiqah (trustworthy), as stated by al-Hafiz

هقث هفوکلا  لیزن  يزورملا  لشلأا  یلع  وبأ  یئاطلا  وأ  ینانکلا  نامیلس  نب  میحرلا  دبع 

Abd al-Rahim b. Sulayman al-Kanani or al-Tai, Abu ‘Ali al-Ushil al-Maruzi, a resident ‘
(of Kufah: Thiqah (trustworthy).(3

:Hisham too, the son of ‘Urwah, was like that, according to al-Hafiz

سلد امبر  هیقف  هقث  يدسلأا  ماوعلا  نب  ریبزلا  نب  هورع  نب  ماشه 

Hisham b. ‘Urwah b. al-Zubayr b. al-‘Awwam al-Asadi: Thiqah (trustworthy), a jurist,
(maybe he did tadlis.(4

So, the chain is sahih up
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See Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib (Dar al- - 1
Fikr; 1st edition, 1404 H), vol. 7, pp. 163-164, 352

Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi - ‘ 2
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-

Fikr; 1st edition, 1409 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. 7, p. 532, 3
Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah - 3
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 598,

4070
Ibid, vol. 2, p. 267, 7328 - 4
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:to ‘Urwah. Shaykh Dr. Asad confirms this while treating another riwayah

حیحص هدانسإ  ...هشئاع  نع  هیبأ  نع  هورع  نب  ماشه  نع  نامیلس  نب  میحرلا  دبع  انثدح  هبیش  یبأ  نب  رکب  وبأ  انثدح 

Abu Bakr b. Abi Shaybah – ‘Abd al-Rahim b. Sulayman – Hisham b. ‘Urwah – his father

(– ‘Aishah ... Its chain is sahih.(1

He actually believed the incident to have been true, and had taught it to his son! So,
:basically, the following claims of Ibn Taymiyyah are false

.The hadith mentioning Abu Bakr in the army of Usamah is false . 1

All the Sunni scholars of narrations, up till his time, had each explicitly declared that . 2
”. hadith to have been “a lie

.The hadith does not have any known chain of narration . 3

:The truth, as we have proved through Allah’s Grace, is below

.That hadith has been narrated by one independently sahih or hasan chain . 1

It has also been narrated by one sahih li ghayrihi chain, as well as another which is . 2
.hasan li ghayrihi

!No scholar before Ibn Taymiyyah ever called the hadith “a lie” – not a single one . 3

Instead, ‘Urwah, who was one of the greatest scholars of narrations in Sunni Islam . 4
!affirmed that both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar were really in the army of Usamah

So, Abu Bakr was conscripted into the army of Usamah during the Prophet’s fatal

illness. Moreover, it was only the despatch of the army for war that occurred on

Saturday, two days before the Messenger’s death. The army itself had been formed

long

p: 70
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al-Mamun li al-Turath; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 7, p.
425, 4447
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:before then. Al-Hafiz comes in once again

هنأ ءاج  امل  همجرتلا  هذه  فنـصملا  رخأ  امنإ   ) هیف یفوت  يذلا  هضرم  یف  دـیز  نب  هماسأ  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  ثعب  باب  هلوق )
ملسو هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  ضرم  لبق  کلذ  ءادتبا  ناکو  نیمویب  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  توم  لبق  تبـسلا  موی  هماسأ  زیهجت  ناک 

 ... شیجلا اذـه  کتیلو  دـقف  لیخلا  مهئطوأف  کیبأ  لتقم  عضوم  یلإ  رـس  لاقف  هماسأ  اعدو  رفـص  رخآ  یف  مورلا  وزغل  سانلا  بدـنف 
فرجلاب رکسعو  هدیرب  یلإ  هعفدف  هماسأ  هذخأف  هدیب  ءاول  هماسلأ  دقعف  ثلاثلا  مویلا  یف  هعجو  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسرب  أدبف 

لاقف هعجو  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسرب  دتشأ  مث  رمعو ...  رکب  وبأ  مهنم  راصنلأاو  نیرجاهملا  رابک  هماسأ  عم  بدتنا  نمم  ناکو 
هماسأ ثعب  اوذفنأ 

His statement (Chapter on the Appointment of Usamah b. Zayd by the Prophet, peace

be upon him, during his Fatal Illness): The author (i.e. al-Bukhari) has only given this

biography a late timing due to what is narrated that the mobilization of Usamah (for

war) was on Saturday, two days before the death of the Prophet, peace be upon him.
Meanwhile, the beginning of that was before the illness of the Prophet, peace be upon

him. He had delegated people to go to war with Rome at the end of Safar and called

Usamah and said, “Go to the place where your father was martyred. Equip them with

....” the horses, for I have appointed you as the wali of this army

Then, the illness of the Messenger of Allah

p: 71
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began on the third day (of the next month, Rabi’ al-Awwal), and he passed the flag to
Usamah, who in turn passed to Buraydah. Solders were (camped) at al-Jurf. Among

those conscripted with Usamah were senior Muhajirun and Ansar, among them Abu

Bakr, ‘Umar ... Then, the illness of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, became

(serious, and he said, “Dispatch the army of Usamah.”(1

The Prophet of Allah died on the 12th of Rabi’ al-Awwal. His formation of the army of

Usamah occurred in the end of the preceding month – Safar - before his fatal illness.
On the 3rd day of Rabi’ al-Awwal, nine days from his death, he passed the flag of war

to Usamah, the commander. His soldiers were already at their military camp at al-
Jurf. He included the senior Muhajirun and Ansar in the army, and made Usamah – a
teenager – their amir. Abu Bakr and ‘Umar were among the soldiers under him. The

Messenger’s illness became very serious on Thursday, such that he was unable to
lead the ‘Isha prayer of its evening. On the following Saturday – two days before his

.demise - he gave an order for the dispatch of the army for war

Both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar were soldiers under Usamah in this expedition. So, they

were supposed to be with their colleagues at al-Jurf. But, they both jumped camp and

stayed in Madinah instead! This, undeniably, was in unmistakable disobedience to the

.Command of Allah and His Messenger

p: 72

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: - 1
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This made them mutineers. Interestingly, our brothers from the Ahl al-Sunnah want

us to believe that one of these mutineers was then rewarded by the Rasul with

leadership of the salat in his mosque?! How is that even logical? Moreover, their only

evidence are only a bunch of warring reports, each of them slashing the throat of the

other! Besides, Abu Bakr was NOT even qualified to lead either the Messenger or the

Sahabah in salat, to begin with! Why then would the Prophet of Allah appoint an

?unqualified mutineer as salat leader for his obedient, qualified disciples

?Were The Sahabah Expecting Abu Bakr’s Reign . 8

Or, was it a sudden affair for them? The Ahl al-Sunnah often insist that Abu Bakr’s
alleged leadership of salat was effectively his appointment by the Prophet, sallallahu

‘alaihi wa alihi, as the first khalifah over the Ummah. Normally, if this had been the

case, then all of the Sahabah would have regarded Abu Bakr’s “succession” to the

Messenger a natural process. In fact, every single one of them would have

considered Abu Bakr the khalifah-designate; and they all would have been shocked if
he had not become the ruler after Muhammad. However, it seems that the reverse

was the reality. The Sahabah were surprised when they learnt that Abu Bakr was

claiming the khilafah. They apparently were not expecting him to be their next ruler.
:This is what Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) reports

دیبع نع  باهش  نبا  نع  حلاص  نع  دعس  نب  میهاربإ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  نب  زیزعلا  دبع  انثدح 
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یف انأ  امنیبف  فوع  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  مهنم  نیرجاهملا  نم  لااجر  ئرقأ  تنک  لاق :  سابع  نبا  نع  دوعـسم  نب  هبتع  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  هللا 
مویلا نینمؤملا  ریمأ  یتأ  لاجر  تیأر  ول  لاقف  نمحرلا  دبع  یلإ  عجر  ذإ  اهجح  هجح  رخآ  یف  باطخلا  نب  رمع  دنع  وهو  ینمب  هلزنم 
تمتف هتلف  لاإ  رکب  یبأ  هعیب  تناک  ام  هللاوف  انلاف  تعیاـب  دـقل  رمع  تاـم  دـق  ول  لوقی  نـلاف ؟  یف  کـل  لـه  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  اـی  لاـقف 

رمع سلجف  مهرومأ …  مهوبصغی  نأ  نودیری  نیذلا  ءلاؤه  مهرذحمف  سانلا  یف  هیـشعلا  مئاقل  هللا  ءاش  نإ  ینإ  لاق  مث  رمع  بضغف 
رمع تام  دق  ول  هللاو  لوقی  مکنم  لئاق  ینغلب  هنإ  دعب …  امأ  لاق  مث  هلهأ  وه  امب  هللا  یلع  ینثأف  ماق  نونذؤملا  تکس  املف  ربنملا  یلع 

سیلو اهرـش  یقو  هللا  نکلو  کلذـک  تناک  دـق  اهنإو  لاأ  تمتو  هتلف  رکب  یبأ  هعیب  تناک  امنإ  لوقی  نأ  ؤرما  نرتغی  لاف  انلاف  تعیاب 
لاتقی نأ  هرغت  هعبات  يذـلا  لاو  وه  عباتی  لاف  نیملـسملا  نم  هروشم  ریغ  نم  لاجر  عیاب  نم  رکب  یبأ  لـثم  هیلإ  قاـنعلأا  عطقت  نم  مکیف 

هدـعاس ینب  هفیقـس  یف  مهرـسأب  اوعمتجاو  اـنوفلاخ  راـصنلأا  نأ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هیبن  هللا  یفوت  نیح  اـنربخ  نم  ناـک  دـق  هنإو 
نم ءلاؤه  انناوخإ  یلإ  انب  قلطنا  رکب  ابأ  ای  رکب  یبلأ  تلقف  رکب  یبأ  یلإ  نورجاـهملا  عمتجاو  اـمهعم  نمو  ریبزلاو  یلع  اـنع  فلاـخو 

رـشعم ای  نودـیرت  نیأ  ـلااقف  موقلا  هیلع  ـلأامت  اـم  ارکذـف  ناـحلاص  نـلاجر  مهنم  اـنیقل  مهنم  اـنوند  اـملف  مهدـیرن  اـنقلطناف  راـصنلأا 
لااقف لا راصنلأا  نم  ءلاؤه  انناوخإ  دیرن  انلقف  نیرجاهملا ؟ 
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مهینارهظ نیب  لمزم  لجر  اذإف  هدعاس  ینب  هفیقـس  یف  مهانیتأ  یتح  انقلطناف  مهنیتأنل  هللاو  تلقف  مکرمأ  اوضقا  مهوبرقت  نأ لا  مکیلع 
مث هلهأ  وه  امب  هللا  یلع  ینثأف  مهبیطخ  دهشت  لایلق  انسلج  املف  کعوی  اولاق  هل ؟  ام  تلقف  هدابع  نب  دعـس  اذه  اولاقف  اذه ؟  نم  تلقف 

انولزتخی نأ  نودیری  مه  اذإف  مکموق  نم  هفاد  تفد  دقو  طهر  نیرجاهملا  رـشعم  متنأو  ملاـسلإا  هبیتکو  هللا  راصنأ  نحنف  دعب  امأ  لاق 
یبأ يدی  نیب  اهمدقأ  نأ  تدرأ  ینتبجعأ  هلاقم  تروز  دق  تنکو  ملکتأ  نأ  تدرأ  تکـس  املف  رملأا .  نم  انونـضحی  نأو  انلـصأ  نم 

وه ناـکف  رکب  وبأ  ملکتف  هبـضغأ  نأ  تهرکف  کلـسر  یلع  رکب  وبأ  لاـق  ملکتأ  نأ  تدرأ  اـملف  دـحلا  ضعب  هنم  يرادأ  تنکو  رکب 
مترکذ ام  لاقف  تکـس  یتح  اهنم  لضفأ  وأ  اهلثم  هتهیدـب  یف  لاق  لاإ  يریوزت  یف  ینتبجعأ  هملک  نم  كرت  اـم  هللاو  رقوأو  ینم  ملحأ 

.ارادو ابسن  برعلا  طسوأ  مه  شیرق  نم  یحلا  اذهل  لاإ  رملأا  اذه  فرعی  نلو  لهأ  هل  متنأف  ریخ  نم  مکیف 

Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘Abd Allah – Ibrahim b. Sa’d – Salih – Ibn Shihab – ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd‘
:Allah b. ‘Utbah b. Mas’ud – Ibn ‘Abbas

I used to teach qirat to some men from the Muhajirun, among them were ‘Abd al-
Rahman b. ‘Awf. So, while I was in his house in Mina, and he was with ‘Umar b. al-
Khattab during the last Hajj which he performed, ‘Abd al-Rahman came to me and

said, “If only you had seen a man who came to Amir al-Muminin today, saying: ‘O Amir

!al-Muminin
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What do you say about so-and-so? He says, “When ‘Umar dies, I will pledge

allegiance to so-and-so, for, I swear by Allah, the pledge of allegiance given to Abu

Bakr was nothing but an error and it succeeded.”’ So, ‘Umar became angry. Then, he

said, ‘Insha Allah, I will stand before the people tonight and will warn them against

…”. these people who want to usurp their affairs

So, ‘Umar sat on the pulpit, and when the muezzins became silent, he stood up. He

:praised Allah as He deserved. Then he said

Now then … I have been informed that a speaker amongst you says, ‘I swear by“
Allah, when ‘Umar dies, I will pledge allegiance to so-and-so.’ One should not deceive

oneself by saying that the pledge of allegiance given to Abu Bakr was an error and it
succeeded. NO DOUBT, IT WAS SURELY LIKE THAT. However, Allah saved from its
EVIL. And there is none amongst you towards whom throats are slit like Abu Bakr.
Whosoever pledges allegiance to anyone without consultation with the Muslims, then

neither that person nor the person to whom the pledge of allegiance was given, is to
.be supported. Rather, they both should be killed

And, verily, there was someone who informed us when Allah took the life of His

Prophet, peace be upon him, that the Ansar opposed us and gathered, all of them, at

Saqifah Bani Sa’idah; and ‘Ali, al-Zubayr and whoever was with them both, also

opposed us; and the Muhajirun gathered towards Abu
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.Bakr

.

So, I said to Abu Bakr, ‘O Abu Bakr! Let us go to these brothers of ours from the

Ansar’. As a result, we went, seeking them. When we approached them, two righteous

men from them met us, and informed us of the final decision of the people, and both

of them said, ‘O group of Muhajirun, where are you going?’ Then, we said, ‘We are

going to these brothers of ours from the Ansar.’ They said, ‘You should not go near

them. Decide your affair.’ So, I said, ‘I swear by Allah, we will go to them.’ Therefore,
we went until we reached them at Saqifah Bani Sa’idah. There was a wrapped man

amongst them. Then, I said, ‘Who is that?’ They said, ‘This is Sa’d b. ‘Ubadah.’ Then, I
.’ said, ‘What is wrong with him?’ They said, ‘He is sick

After we had sat for a little period, their speaker testified. He praised Allah as He

deserved. Then, he said, ‘Now then, we are the Ansar (Helpers) of Allah and the

battalion of Islam, and you Muhajirun are a small group. Some people from your

people have come, seeking to cut us off from our root and to prevent us from

authority.’ When he became silent, I intended to talk and I had prepared a speech

which I really loved. I intended to deliver it in the presence of Abu Bakr, and I used to
avoid provoking him. So, when I wanted to speak, Abu Bakr said, ‘Wait
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.a while’, and I hated to make him angry

Therefore, Abu Bakr spoke, and he was more patient and more dignified than I was. I
swear by Allah, he did not miss a sentence that I really loved from my prepared

speech, except that he said the like of it or better than it spontaneously, until he fell

silent. So, he said, ‘What you stated about yourself in terms of good things, you truly

deserve it. And this authority will never be recognized except for this living person

(from Quraysh. They are the best of the Arabs in terms of lineage and family.’”(1

Umar, who told his staunchly pro-Abu Bakr version of what happened, nonetheless‘
gives us insights into the state of the Ummah immediately after the death of its

:Prophet. The Sahabah were divided into three political camps

;a) the camp of Abu Bakr and his supporters)

b) the camp of ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, supported by al-Zubayr, and their supporters;)
and

.c) the camp of the Ansar)

The Ansar held the military advantage, being the overwhelming majority of the

Islamic soldiers. The Muhajirun were only a small group, with little or no numerical or

military significance. Yet, they were nonetheless divided into the opposing camps of

Abu Bakr and ‘Ali. What we get from all this, is that the Ansar – who had numerical and

military strength – were united while the Muhajirun – despite their serious numerical

.and military disadvantages – were divided

Naturally, whoever controlled the Ansar would hold the real political
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and military powers. ‘Umar was well aware of this. Therefore, instead of going to the

camp of ‘Ali to resolve the political dispute, he took the party of Abu Bakr to the Ansar,
to try to win them over. Moreover, looking at the arguments of Abu Bakr against the

Ansar, one understands fully why he would never have gone to ‘Ali anyway, even if
the latter had had the numerical and military advantages. Abu Bakr argued on the

strengths of lineage and family. The tribe of Quraysh were of the best human lineage,
and they were the best family. So, the Muslims – especially those in other parts of

Arabia – would never recognize the rule of a khalifah from the Ansar. This tactic was

clearly to make the Ansar see the futility of their political efforts. They were not from

Quraysh, and the generality of the Muslims would never accept the rule of a non-
Qurayshi. The strategy worked, and the Ansar backed down, and supported Abu Bakr

.instead

As for ‘Ali, he was also from Quraysh. As such, Abu Bakr’s arguments about lineage

and family would not have worked in his case. In fact, they would have backfired

terribly. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) documents that the Messenger of Allah had declared

:the Banu Hashim as the best of Quraysh

انثدح ملـسم  نب  دیلولا  انثدح  نارهم  نبا  لاق  دیلولا  نع  اعیمج  مهـس  نب  نمحرلادـبع  نب  دـمحمو  يزارلا  نارهم  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح 
عقسلأا نب  هلثاو  عمس  هنأ  دادش  رامع  یبأ  نع  یعازولأا 

p: 79
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نم یفطصاو  هنانک  نم  اشیرق  یفطصاو  لیعامسإ  دلو  نم  هنانک  یفطصا  هللا  نإ  لوقی  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  تعمـس  لوقی 
مشاه ینب  نم  ینافطصاو  مشاه  ینب  شیرق 

Muhammad b. Mihran al-Razi and Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Sahm – al-Walid

’: b. Muslim – al-Awza’i – Abu ‘Ammar Shaddad – Wathilah b. al-Asqa

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying: “Verily, Allah chose

Kinanah from the children of Isma’il, and chose Quraysh from Kinanah, and He chose

(Banu Hashim from Quraysh, and He chose me from Banu Hashim”.(1

:Commenting on this hadith, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

بهذم اذـهو  تویبلا  لهأ  رئاس  نم  لضفأ  اونوکی  نأ  یـضتقت  هتیب  لهأو  دـمحم  لآ  یلع  ملاـسلاو  هلاـصلا  نأ  یلع  ءانب  هلک  اذـهو 
نع لوقنملا  وه  اذـهو  مدآ  ینب  لضفأ  برعلاو  برعلا  لضفأ  شیرقو  شیرق  لضفأ  مشاه  ونب  نولوقی  نیذـلا  هعامجلاو  هنـسلا  لـهأ 

مهریغو يدـیمحلا  ریبزلا  نب  هللا  دـبعو  روصنم  نب  دیعـسو  قاحـسإو  دـمحأ  لثم  مهیقل  نمع  ینامرکلا  برح  هرکذ  امک  هنـسلا  همئأ 
دق هنإف  حصا  لولأا  امهریغو و  دمتعملا  یف  یلعی  وبأ  یضاقلاو  رکب  وبأ  یـضاقلا  هرکذ  امک  کلذب  لیـضفتلا  عنم  یلإ  هفئاط  تبهذو 

هنانک نم  شیرق  یفطـصاو  لیعامـسإ  دـلو  نم  هناـنک  یفطـصا  هللا  نـلأ  لاـق  هنأ  حیحـصلا  یف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نع  تبث 
مشاه ینب  نم  ینافطصاو  شیرق  نم  امشاه  یفطصاو 

All of this is based upon the fact that sending salat and salam upon the family of

Muhammad and his Ahl al-Bayt establishes absolutely that they are better than all

other people. And this is

p: 80

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1782,

(2276 (1
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the position of the Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah, who say that Banu Hashim are the

best of Quraysh, and that Quraysh are the best of the Arabs, and that Arabs are the

best of the Children of Adam. This is narrated from the Imams of the Sunnah - as

Harb al-Kirmani mentioned from those who met them - such as Ahmad, Ishaq, Sa’id b.
Mansur, ‘Abd Allah b. al-Zubayr al-Humaydi and others. A group are of the opinion

that superiority cannot be established through that, as stated by al-Qaḍi Abu Bakr,
and by al-Qaḍi Abu Ya’la in al-Mu’tamad, and others. However, the first opinion is
more correct, for it is authentically narrated in the sahih hadith that the Prophet,
peace be upon him, said, “Verily, Allah chose Kinanah from the children of Isma’il, and

chose Quraysh from Kinanah, and He chose Hashim from Quraysh, and He chose me

(from Banu Hashim”(1

Meanwhile, Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib was from Banu Hashim like the

Messenger, while Abu Bakr was not. Therefore, in terms of lineage, ‘Ali was superior

.to Abu Bakr

:Moreover, Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) further records

یبأ نب  بلطملا  نع  لفون  نب  ثرحلا  نب  هللا  دـبع  نع  دایز  یبأ  نب  دـیزی  نع  نایفـس  نع  میعن  وبأ  اـنث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
نب هللا  دـبع  نب  دـمحم  انأ  لاقف  هللا  لوسر  تنأ  اولاق  انأ  نم  لاقف  ربنملا  دعـصف  لاق  سانلا  لوقی  ام  ضعب  هغلب  سابعلا  لاق  لاق  هعادو 

نیتقرف مهلعجو  هقلخ  ریخ  یف  ینلعجف  قلخلا  قلخ  هللا  نا  بلطملا  دبع 

p: 81

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah - 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, pp. 243-244
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اسفن مکریخو  اتیب  مکریخ  انأف  اتیب  مهریخ  یف  ینلعجف  اتویب  مهلعجو  هلیبق  ریخ  یف  ینلعجف  لئابقلا  قلخو  هقرف  ریخ  یف  ینلعجف 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Abu Na’im – Sufyan – Yazid b. ‘
:Abi Ziyad – ‘Abd Allah b. al-Harith b. Nawfal – al-Mutalib b. Abi Wada’ah – al-‘Abbas

The words of some people reached him. So, he climbed the pulpit and asked, “Who am

I?” They answered, “You are the Messenger of Allah.” So, he said, “I am Muhammad,
the son of ‘Abd Allah, the son of ‘Abd al-Mutalib. Verily, Allah created the creation and

put me among the best of His creation. He made them into two groups, and put me in
the best group. He created the tribes and put me in the best tribe. He created homes

and put me among those of them with the best home. So, I am of the best home

(among you, and I am of the best personality among you.”(1

:Shaykh al-Arnaut comments

هریغل نسح 

.(It is hasan due to supporting evidence(2

:Allamah al-Albani also says concerning the hadith‘

حیحص

(Sahih(3

Here, we know that Quraysh – the tribe of Muhammad – is the best of all tribes. Of

course, Banu Hashim are the best of the clans of Quraysh. Also, we equally know from

the hadith that the house of Muhammad – his family – is the best of all families. ‘Ali

belonged to this same house of the Prophet, and Abu Bakr did not. So, ‘Ali beat Abu

Bakr completely on

p: 82

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) - 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 210, 1788

Ibid - 2
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Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Adam al- - 3
Ashqudri al-Albani, Sahih al-Jami’ al-Saghir wa Ziyadatuhu (Al-Maktab al-Islami), vol.

1, p. 309, 1472
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lineage and family. No wonder, Abu Bakr made no attempt to go to him. Instead, he

rushed to the camp with weaker claims in terms of lineage and family, and defeated

.them on both accounts

Interestingly, the fact that the Ansar submitted to Abu Bakr’s arguments about

lineage and family shows that the generality of the Sahabah considered both as the

primary criteria for the khilafah. Moreover, the fact that they would not recognize the

authority of any khalifah from the Ansar - however pious, knowledgeable and

competent - reveals that they viewed the khilafah only as a dynasty, the dynasty of

the offspring of Quraysh. In order to make this clearer, if the Ahl al-Sunnah were to
choose a khalifah today, they would only pick a man from Quraysh even if there are

millions of far better candidates within the Ummah from the other tribes and races.
This tells that the most very first criterion for leadership in Sunni Islam is the tribe of

.the ruler; and that is exactly why it is a dynasty

The Prophet of Allah also limited the khilafah to a specific family within the Quraysh.
Therefore, if you are not from that family, you are not a legitimate khalifah. Imam Ibn

:Abi Shaybah (d. 235 H) reports

نیتفیلخلا مکیف  تکرت  ینإ  لاق :  هعفری  تباـث  نب  دـیز  نع  ناـسح  نب  مساـقلا  نع  نیکرلا  نع  کیرـش  نع  دعـس  نب  رمع  دواد  وبأ 
.ضوحلا یلع  ادری  یتح  اقرفتی  نل  امهنإو  یترتعو ، هللا  باتک   : نیتلماک

 – Abu Dawud ‘Umar b. Sa’d

p: 83
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:Sharik – al-Rukayn – al-Qasim b. Hassan – Zayd b. Thabit – the Prophet

I have left behind over you the two all-comprehensive khalifahs: the Book of Allah“
and my offspring. Verily, both shall never separate from each other until they meet

(me at the Lake-Fount.”(1

:The annotators declare

حیحص ثیدحلاو 

(The hadith is sahih.(2

:Imam Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H) has recorded it as well

لوسر لاق  لاق  تباث  نب  دیز  نع  ناسح ، نب  مساقلا  نع  نیکرلا  نع  کیرش ، نع  يرفحلا ، دواد  وبأ  دعـس  نب  ورمع  انث  رکب ، وبأ  انث 
یلع ادری  یتح  اـقرفتی  نل  اـمهنإو  یتیب  لـهأ  یترتعو  هللا  باـتک  يدـعب ، نم  نیتـفیلخلا  مکیف  كراـت  ینإ  ملـسو : هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا 

.ضوحلا

Abu Bakr – ‘Amr b. Sa’d Abu Dawud al-Hafari – Sharik – al-Rukayn – al-Qasim b.
:Hassan – Zayd b. Thabit

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “I am leaving behind over you the

two khalifahs after me: the Book of Allah and my offspring, my Ahl al-Bayt. Verily, both

(shall never separate from each other until they meet me at the Lake-Fount.”(3

:And ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) states

.حیحص ثیدح 

(It is a sahih hadith.(4

Apparently, if you are not from the offspring of Muhammad, from his Ahl al-Bayt, you

are nothing but an illegitimate khalifah. It is that simple and straightforward. Abu

Bakr, without any doubt, was NOT from the offspring of the Prophet, neither by blood

nor by special designation. As for ‘Ali, he was specially included within that blessed

,offspring by the Messenger himself, on the Command of Allah
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p: 84

Abu Bakr ‘Abd Allah b. Abi Shaybah, Musnad Ibn Abi Shaybah (Riyadh: Dar al- - 1
Watan; 1st edition, 1418 H) [annotators: ‘Adil b. Yusuf al-‘Azazi and Ahmad b. Farid al-

Mazidi], vol. 1, p. 108
Ibid - 2

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Ḍahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab al- - 3
Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1400 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din

al-Albani], vol. 2, pp. 350-351, 754
Ibid, vol. 2, p. 351, 754 - 4
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:for the specific purpose of the khilafah. Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287 H) again documents

: لاق سابع  نبا  نع  نومیم ، نب  ورمع  نع  جلب  یبأ  میلـس  نب  ییحی  نع  هناوع ، یبأ  نع  دامح ، نب  یحی  انثدح  ینثملا ، نب  دمحم  انث 
نم نمؤم  لک  یف  یتفیلخ  تنأو  ایبن  تسل  کنأ  لاإ  یـسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  تنأ  یلعل : ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاـق 

.يدعب

Muhammad b. al-Muthanna – Yahya b. Hammad – Abu ‘Awanah – Yahya b. Sulaym

Abu Balj – ‘Amr b. Maymun – Ibn ‘Abbas: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
said to ‘Ali: “You are to me of the status of Harun to Musa, with the exception that you

(are not a prophet. And you are my khalifah over every believer after me.”(1

:Dr. al-Jawabirah says

.نسح هدانسا 

(Its chain is hasan.(2

:And ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) backs him

نسح هدانسإ 

(Its chain is hasan.(3

So, obviously, the Prophet had already fully settled the issues of al-khilafah before he

:died

;a) ‘Ali was the first khalifah immediately after him)

b) then, the khilafah passes, after ‘Ali, to the children of Fatimah till the Day of al-)
.Qiyamah

This was the Decree of Allah, and it shall be in force till the end of our planet. Clearly,
there was never any vacancy in the khilafah at all, and there will never be. The very

moment that the Messenger of the Lord departed, all his powers, authorities and

leadership responsibilities naturally passed to Amir al-Muminin, his publicly

designated successor. However, Allah had also revealed to His Prophet that
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p: 85

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Ḍahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab al- - 1
Sunnah (Dar al-Sami’i li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’) [annotator: Dr. Basim b. Faysal al-

Jawabirah], vol. 1, pp. 799-800, 1222
Ibid - 2

Abu Bakr b. Abi ‘Asim, Ahmad b. ‘Amr b. al-Ḍahhak b. Mukhlid al-Shaybani, Kitab al- - 3
Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1400 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din

al-Albani], vol. 2, p. 565, 1188
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:the Ummah generally would betray ‘Ali after him. Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) records

یبأ نع  ملاس  نب  لیعامسإ  نع  میـشه  انث  نوع  نب  ورمع  انث  زیزعلا  دبع  نب  یلع  انث  هکمب  یحمجلا  دمحأ  نب  رمع  صفح  وبأ  انثدح 
هدعب یب  ردغتس  هملأا  نأ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  یلإ  دهع  امم  نإ  لاق  هنع  هللا  یضر  یلع  نع  يدولأا  سیردإ 

Abu Hafs ‘Umar b. Ahmad al-Jamhi – ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz – ‘Amr b. ‘Awn – Hushaym –
:Isma’il b. Salim – Abu Idris al-Awdi – ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him

Verily, part of what the Prophet, peace be upon him, told me is that the Ummah“
(would soon betray me after him.”(1

:Al-Hakim says

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

(This hadith has a sahih chain.(2

:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) agrees

حیحص

(Sahih(3

:Al-Hakim also reports

یتلم یلع  شیعت  تنأو  يدعب  کب  ردغتـس  هملأا  نإ  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یل  لاق  لوقی  ایلع  تعمـس  يدـسلأا  نایح  نع 
هسأر نم  هتیحل  ینعی  اذه  نم  بضختس  هذه  نإو  ینضغبأ  کضغبأ  نمو  ینبحأ  کبحأ  نم  یتنس  یلع  لتقتو 

:Narrated Hayyan al-Asadi

I heard ‘Ali saying: The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said to me: “Verily, the

Ummah will soon betray you after me; and you will live upon my religion, and you will

be killed upon my Sunnah. Whoever loves you loves me, and whoever hates you hates

me. Verily, this will soon be painted from this”, he meant: his beard (will be drained

(with blood) from his head.(4

:Then he again declares
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حیحص

(Sahih(5

:And al-Dhahabi, once more, concurs with him

حیحص

(Sahih(6

Al-Hafiz Ibn

p: 86

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala - 1
al-Sahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 150, 4676
Ibid - 2
Ibid - 3

Ibid, vol. 3, p. 153, 4686 - 4
Ibid - 5
Ibid - 6
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:Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 H) copies as well

یـضر ایلع  تعمـس   : لاق دیزی ، نب  هبلعث  تعمـس  لاق : تباث ، یبأ  نب  بیبح  ینربخأ  هفیلخ ،  نب  رطف  انث  میعن ،  وبأ  وه  لضفلا  انثدح 
يدعب نم  کنوردغیس  ملسو : هیلع  هللا  یلص  یملأا  یبنلا  دهعل  هنإ  هللاو  لوقی :  هنع ، هللا 

:Al-Faḍl, Abu Na’im – Fitr b. Khalifah – Habib b. Abi Thabit – Tha’labah b. Yazid

I heard ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, saying: “I swear by Allah, verily, the Ummi

(Prophet, peace be upon him, told me: “They will soon betray you after me.”(1

:The Salafi annotator, ‘Abd Allah al-Shahri, comments

هریغل نسح  ثیدحلاف 

(The hadith is hasan li ghayrihi.(2

And they did betray him immediately after the death of the Messenger of Allah,
exactly as prophesied. The Ansar opted to take advantage of their numerical and

military powers by installing one of their members, instead of pledging allegiance to
the divinely designated khalifah. They were staging a coup. But, they did not succeed,
thanks to the early intervention of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. Meanwhile, Abu Bakr and

‘Umar themselves were supposed to be on their way to faraway Palestine at that very

moment, as foot soldiers under the command of Usamah. They both however defied

the Prophet’s conscription order, and refused to leave al-Madinah or to join the

marching army. Moreover, rather than pledging allegiance to the khalifah of the

Messenger, the duo successfully won the Ansar to their side and seized the political

khilafah! To use contemporary terms, Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, with

p: 87

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Matalib al-‘Aliyah bi Zawaid al-Masanid al- - 1
Thamaniyyah (Riyadh: Dar al-‘Asimah; 1st edition, 1420 H) [annotator: ‘Abd Allah b.

Zafir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Shahri], vol. 16, p. 64, 3919
Ibid, vol. 16, p. 67, 3921 - 2
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the backing of the Ansar, staged a successful coup against ‘Ali, who had earlier been

declared khalifah by Muhammad himself – apparently, on the Order of Allah. No

wonder, Imam ‘Ali called both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar traitors and dishonest liars. Imam

:Muslim quotes ‘Umar saying to him (i.e. ‘Ali) and ‘Abbas

انئاخ ارداغ  امثآ  ابذاک  هامتیأرف  ملس ...  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلو  انأ  رکب  وبأ  لاق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یفوت  املف 
ابذاک ینامتیأرف  رکب  ابأ  یلوو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلو  انأو  رکب  وبأ  یفوت  مث  قحلل  عبات  دشار  راب  قداصل  هنإ  ملعی  هللاو 

انئاخ ارداغ  امثآ 

When the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, died, Abu Bakr said: “I am the wali

of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him” ... So both of you (‘Ali and ‘Abbas)
thought him (i.e. Abu Bakr) to be a liar, sinful, A TRAITOR and dishonest. And Allah

knows that he was really truthful, pious, rightly-guided and a follower of the truth. Abu

Bakr died and I became the wali of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and

the wali of Abu Bakr. So both of you thought me to be a liar, sinful, A TRAITOR and

(dishonest.(1

:But, is that why someone said this

تمتف هتلف  لاإ  رکب  یبأ  هعیب  تناک  ام  هللاوف  انلاف  تعیاب  دقل  رمع  تام  دق  ول 

When ‘Umar dies, I will pledge allegiance to so-and-so, for, I swear by Allah, the

pledge of allegiance given to Abu Bakr

p: 88

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Sahih Muslim (Beirut: - 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 3, p. 1376,

1757
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.was nothing but an error and it succeeded

It was undeniably an “error”. However, it succeeded. In other words, it was illegal. The

Ummah should not have done it. But, it succeeded and gave him power nonetheless.
So, the people obeyed him. What is more interesting here is ‘Umar’s response to this

:statement

اهرش یقو  هللا  نکلو  کلذک  تناک  دق  اهنإو  لاأ 

.No doubt, IT WAS SURELY LIKE THAT. However, Allah saved from its EVIL

This is the man, who was the most instrumental in bringing Abu Bakr to power,
confessing that the pledge of allegiance given to him was surely an “evil” error.
However, according to him, Allah saved from its “evil”. So, that somehow justifies it, in
his view! But, has Allah really saved the Ummah from the “evil” of the pledge of

allegiance given to Abu Bakr? When one considers how it has divded us into sects,
some killing the others because of it, then one sees that its “evil” clearly still lives with

.us

truly means “error”(1), the Ahl al- هتلف )  ) Meanwhile, even though the word used faltah

Sunnah do not like that meaning. They prefer one of its other meanings, as al-Hafiz

:does

هأجف يأ  تینأت  ءات  مث  هانثم  اهدعب  ملالا  نوکسو  ءافلا  حتفب   ) هتلف لاإ  رکب  یبأ  هعیب  تناک  ام  هللاوف  هلوق )

His statement (I swear by Allah, the pledge of allegiance given to Abu Bakr was

(nothing but a faltah), meaning a SURPRISE.(2

In other words, the pledge of allegiance given to Abu Bakr was “a surprise” to the

generality of the

p: 89

Dr. Rohi Baalbaki, al-Mawrid: A Modern Arabic-English Dictionary (Beirut: Dar - 1
al-‘Ilm li al-Malayin; 7th edition, 1995 CE), p. 833; Hans Wehr, A Dictionary of Modern
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Written Arabic, ed. J. Milton Cowan (Ithaca, New York: Spoken Languages Services;

3rd edition, 1976 CE), p. 725
Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: - 2

.Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Taba’ah wa al-Nashr; 2nd edition), vol. 12, p. 129
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Sahabah. When they heard about it, they wondered: how come? Well, even this

meaning of faltah, which the Sunnis prefer, still supports our position. Why was the

rise of Abu Bakr to power “a surprise”, as ‘Umar himself testified? If he had been

leading the Sahabah in salat, and this had somehow translated into his appointment

as khalifah-designate, why then would anyone find the pledge of allegiance given to
?him surprising

After all, all the Sahabah would have been expecting him to assume the khilafah, if the

Sunni claims had been true. In fact, it would have been the other way round: they

would have been surprised if anyone else, other than Abu Bakr, had received the

pledge of allegiance. So, apparently, the Sahabah were NOT expecting Abu Bakr to be

the khalifah immediately after the Messenger of Allah. This was why it was “a
surprise” to them when they heard his name being linked with the khilafah! However,
he had already secured the allegiance of the Islamic army, and literally held the

military power of the Ummah. Therefore, the Sahabah were presented with only a fiat

.accompli

But, this definition of al-Hafiz does not explain the evil nature of Abu Bakr’s authority.
The fact that something is a “surprise” does not necessarily make it “evil”. By contrast,
when it is “illegal”, then it is necessarily “evil”. ‘Umar himself described the pledge of

:allegiance sworn to Abu Bakr with evil

اهرش یقو  هللا  نکلو  کلذک  تناک  دق  اهنإو  لاأ 

No doubt, IT WAS

p: 90
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.SURELY LIKE THAT. However, Allah saved from ITS EVIL

These words of ‘Umar are extremely significant, indeed. He was the staunchest

supporter and defender of Abu Bakr’s rule. The fact that even he qualified that same

regime of his role model with “evil” reveals that the matter was so glaring that

denying it would do no good. He instead merely offered a blind defence: Allah saved

from “its evil”. Of course, its evil still rules the world of Islam today – with rapidly

growing sectarian killings spreading everywhere. Everything, all this evil, stemmed

from the pledge of allegiance given to Abu Bakr, by the Ansar, at Saqifah on that

.fateful day

:Umar also added‘

نم هروشم  ریغ  نم  لاجر  عیاب  نم  رکب  یبأ  لثم  هیلإ  قانعلأا  عطقت  نم  مکیف  سیلو  اهرـش  یقو  هللا  نکلو  کلذـک  تناک  دـق  اـهنإو 
لاتقی نأ  هرغت  هعبات  يذلا  لاو  وه  عباتی  لاف  نیملسملا 

No doubt, it was surely like that. However, Allah saved from its evil. And there is none

amongst you towards whom throats are slit like Abu Bakr. Whosoever pledges

allegiance to anyone without consultation with the Muslims, then neither that person

nor the person to whom the pledge of allegiance was given, is to be supported.
.Rather, they both should be killed

Here, he mentioned the exact method through which Abu Bakr came to power. ‘Umar,
his colleagues and the Ansar pledged allegiance to him without consulting the other

Muslims. The son of al-Khattab then recommended the death sentence for

whosoever achieved the khilafah again through the

p: 91
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Abu Bakr” method. Such a khalifah and all his supporters should be executed. This is“
very telling, especially on the meaning of faltah in the athar. If the “Abu Bakr” method

had been legal, then whosoever adopted it would not have deserved death. So, it was

.illegal, and therefore “an error”, which bore “evil” for this Ummah

In any case, whether faltah is translated as “error” or “surprise”, the direct implication

is still that the Sahabah were not expecting Abu Bakr to become their khalifah.
Imagine: would this have been the case if all those Sunni claims about Abu Bakr –
including his alleged leadership of salat and its overstretched implications – had been

?true
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About center
In the name of Allah

نَومُلَْعیَالَنَیذَِّلاوََنومُلَْعیَنَیذَِّلایوِتَسْیَْلهَ
?Are those who know equal to those who do not know

al-Zumar: 9

:Introduction

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan, from 2007, under the authority of

Ayatollah Haj SayyedHasanFaqihImami (God blesses his soul), by sincere and daily

efforts of university and seminary elites and sophisticated groups began its activities

. in religious, cultural and scientific fields

:Manifesto

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan in order to facilitate and

accelerate the accessibility of researchers to the books and tools of research, in the

field of Islamic science, and regarding the multiplicity and dispersion of active centers

 in this field

and numerous and inaccessible sources by a mere scientific intention and far from

any kind of social, political, tribal and personal prejudices and currents, based on

performing a project in the shape of (management of produced and published works

from all Shia centers) tries to provide a rich and free collection of books and research

papers for the experts, and helpful contents and discussions for the educated

generation and all classes of people interested in reading, with various formats in the

. cyberspace

:Our Goals are

(propagating the culture and teachings of Thaqalayn (Quran and Ahlulbayt p.b.u.t-
encouraging the populace particularly the youth in investigating the religious issues-

 replacing useful contents with useless ones in the cellphones, tablets and computers-
providing services for seminary and university researchers-

spreading culture study in the publich-
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paving the way for the publications and authors to digitize their works-

:Policies

acting according to the legal licenses-
relationship with similar centers-

avoiding parallel working-
merely presenting scientific contents-

 mentioning the sources-
.It’s obvious that all the responsibilities are due to the author

:Other activities of the institute

Publication of books, booklets and other editions-
Holding book reading competitions-

Producing virtual, three dimensional exhibitions, panoramas of religious and tourism-
places

.Producing animations, computer games and etc-
Launching the website with this address: www.ghaemiyeh.com-

 Fabricatingdramatic and speech works-
Launching the system of answering religious, ethical and doctrinal questions-

Designing systems of accounting, media and mobile, automatic and handy systems,-
web kiosks

 Holding virtual educational courses for the public-
Holding virtual teacher-training courses-

Producing thousands of research software in three languages (Persian, Arabic and-
English) which can be performed in computers, tablets and cellphones and available

and downloadable with eight international formats: JAVA, ANDROID, EPUB, CHM, PDF,
HTML, CHM, GHB on the website

Also producing four markets named “Ghaemiyeh Book Market” with Android, IOS,-
WINDOWS PHONE and WINDOWS editions

:Appreciation

We would appreciate the centers, institutes, publications, authors and all honorable

. friends who contributed their help and data to us to reach the holy goal we follow
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: Address of the central office

Isfahan, Abdorazaq St, Haj Mohammad JafarAbadei Alley, Shahid Mohammad

HasanTavakkoly Alley, Number plate 129, first floor

Website: www.ghbook.ir
Email: Info@ghbook.ir

Central office Tel: 03134490125
021 Tehran Tel: 88318722 ـ 

Commerce and sale: 09132000109
Users’ affairs: 09132000109

Introduction of the Center – Ghaemiyeh Digital Library
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