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-our loving brothers and sisters from the Shī’ah Imāmiyyah and the Ahl al

.Sunnah wa al-Jamā’ah

PREFACE

The question of who the best of the Sahabah, radhiyallah ‘anhum, was has always

been a thorny issue within the Ummah, especially among the Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-
Jama’ah. Even the Sahabah disputed with one another over the topic. Specifically, the
debate often revolves around Abu Bakr and ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, only. It is very
difficult to see anyone - whether Sunni or Shi’i – arguing that ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, Talhah,
Zubayr or some other Sahabi – was the best of the Sahabah. Rather, the exact point

?of contention is, and always was: was Abu Bakr their best or ‘Ali

Expectedly, most of the Ahl al-Sunnah consider Abu Bakr to have been the best of the
Sahabah, then ‘Umar, then ‘Uthman, and then ‘Ali. By contrast, the Shi’ah believe that
Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali was the best, then al-Hasan, then al-Husayn, and then Sayyidah
Faṭimah, ‘alaihim al-salam. There is a minority among Sunnis – including some

.Sahabah and a lot of Sufis – who share the Shi’i view on the matter

p: 1

Ordinarily, the debate over who was the best should have been a mere, healthy
academic exercise. However, it is linked with Imamah and khilafah in the Ummah. So,
it is a very big issue, and provokes the deepest emotions of some people. In fact,
countless Shi’is and others have been murdered for more than a millenium by Sunni
extremists, only for their belief in the superiority of ‘Ali. The best of the Ummah at
each point in time is the only one qualified for the khilafah. This is the Command of
Allah and His Messenger, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi. Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H)

:confirms

هیلع و هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ  مهبحأو  مهریخو  نیملـسملا  دیـس  رکب  ابأ  نأ  راصنلأاو  نیرجاهملا  نیب  رمع  راـبخإ  ربخلا  اذـه  یفف 
نأ کلذـب  نیبیل  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ  انبحأو  انریخو  اندیـس  تنأف  تنأ  کـعیابن  لـب  لاـقف  هتعیاـبم  هلع  کـلذ  ملس 

کعیابنف انلضفأ  تنأو  لضفلأا  هیلوت  هب  رومأملا 
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In this report is the declaration of ‘Umar among the Muhajirun and the Ansar that Abu
Bakr was the sayyid of the Muslims and the best of them, and the most beloved of
them to the Messenger of Allah. This is the reason for following him. So, he (‘Umar)
said, “Rather, we will follow you because you are our sayyid, and the best of us, and
the most beloved of us to the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him”. He wanted to
make clear through it that: WHAT IS ORDAINED IS TO GIVE AUTHORITY TO THE

BEST, and you are the best of us. So, we will follow you.1

p: 2

The bottomline here is that khilafah by anyone who is not the best of his time is
contrary to the Order of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger, and is therefore both
illegal and a bid’ah. That makes the khalifah himself and all his supporters ringleaders
of a bid’ah, as long as they are aware of his deficiency and still uphold his khilafah. In
that way, they would be guilty of creating a new provision in the religion to supplant
that of Allah. The grave danger of all this is captured perfectly in these words of the

(: Messenger of Allah, documented by Imam al-Nasai (d. 303 H

رانلا یف  هللاض  لکو  هللاض  هعدب  لکو  هعدب  هثدحم  لکو  اهتاثدحم  روملأا  رش 

The worst of the (religious) affairs are their innovations, and every innovation is a
bid’ah, and every bid’ah is misguidance, and every misguidance ends to the Fire.2

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) comments‘

حیحص

Sahih3

The Command of Allah and His Messenger is that the best of the Ummah should
always be their khalifah, as testified by ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab. Meanwhile, the
innovation in this matter is to make or allow any inferior individual as the khalifah. This
innovation is a bid’ah, and will land whosoever leads, practices or recognizes it in
Hellfire. It is understandable then why some of our Sunni brothers are so hell-bent
upon emphasizing the superiority over Abu Bakr over the whole Ummah, followed by
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‘Umar and ‘Uthman, by all means – even to the extent of committing massacres. The
survival of their madhhab depends very heavily on it. Should Abu Bakr, ‘Umar or

!‘Uthman fall, Sunnism itself ceases to exist as a valid entity

p: 3

So, certain drastic steps were taken to address the challenge. First, a very wide re-
definition was issued for Shi’ism. This, apparently, was to scare Sunnis away from

:researching into the issue. Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 H) takes the podium

نإف یعیشف  لاإو  یضفار  هیلع  قلطیو  هعیشت  یف  لاغ  وهف  رمعو  رکب  یبأ  یلع  همدق  نمف  هباحـصلا  یلع  همیدقتو  یلع  هبحم  عیـشتلاو 
ولغلا یف  دشأف  ایندلا  یلإ  هعجرلا  دقتعا  نإو  ضفرلا  یف  لاغف  ضغبلاب  حیرصتلا  وأ  بسلا  کلذ  یلإ  فاضنا 

Shi’ism is love of ‘Ali and the placing of him over the Sahabah (except Abu Bakr and
‘Umar only). Whoever places him above Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, such is an extremist in

.his Shi’ism, and he is called a Rafidi

If he does not (place ‘Ali over the two), then he is only a Shi’i. If he added to that (i.e.
preference of ‘Ali over Abu Bakr and ‘Umar) abuse, cursing or open hatred (of Abu
Bakr and ‘Umar), he is then an extremist in Rafdh. If he believes in Raj’ah into this

world, then he is severe in (Rafidhi) extremism.4

Therefore, a Sunni is only someone who considers ‘Ali as inferior to Abu Bakr, ‘Umar

AND ‘Uthman. Whosoever places him above ‘Uthman is a Shi’i, and whosoever views

him as superior to Abu Bakr or ‘Umar is a Rafidhi. In the Sunni creed, being a Shi’i is a
:bid’ah. Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) says

نیدلا عم  مهیعباتو  نیعباتلا  یف  ریثک  اذـهف  فرحت ، لاو  ولغ  لاب  عیـشتلاک  وأ  عیـشتلا ، ولغک  يرغـص  هعدـبف  نیبرـض : یلع  هعدـبلا  نأ 
ولغلاو لماکلا  ضفرلاک  يربک ، هعدب  مث  .هنیب  هدسفم  هذهو  هیوبنلا ، راثلآا  نم  هلمج  بهذل  ءلاؤه  ثیدح  در  ولف  .قدـصلاو  عرولاو 

هیف

p: 4

:Bid’ah has two types

The minor bid’ah: like extreme Shi’ism, or like moderate Shi’ism, for this was
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widespread among the Tabi’in and their followers, despite their devotion, piety and
truthfulness. If the ahadith of these people were rejected, part of teachings of the

.Prophet would be lost, and that would be a clear evil

Then the major bid’ah: like complete rafdh and extremism in it.5

By classifying the placing of ‘Ali above ‘Uthman as a bid’ah – which leads to Hellfire –
the classical Sunni ‘ulama hoped to put a firm lid on all threats to their madhhab.
However, their action has produced some horrible unintended consequences. Many

of the Sahabah were Rawafidh by Sunni definition, and therefore heretics who will

burn forever in the Fire! Imam Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr (d. 463 H) identifies some of these
:Rafidhi Sahabah

لوأ هنع  هللا  یضر  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  نأ  مقرلأا  نب  دیزو  يردخلا  دیعس  یبأو  رباجو  بابخو  دادقملاو  رذ  یبأو  ناملس  نع  يورو 
هریغ یلع  ءلاؤه  هلضفو  ملسأ  نم 

Salman, Abu Dharr, al-Miqdad, Khabab, Jabir, Abu Sa’id al-Khudri and Zayd b. Arqam
narrated that ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, was the first to accept

Islam, and they considered him the most superior (among the Sahabah).6

These senior Sahabah considered ‘Ali as superior to Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman! By
Sunni standards, their bid’ah, therefore, was of the major type! They were complete

Rafidhis. Another well-known Sahabi like them was Abu al-Tufayl, radhiyallah ‘anhu.
:Imam al-Dhahabi states about him

p: 5

.یلع ماملإا  هعیش  نم  ناک  .یعیشلا  يزاجحلا  ینانکلا  یثیللا  ورمع  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  هلثاو  نب  رماع  لیفطلا ، یبأ  مساو 

The name of Abu al-Tufayl was ‘Amir b. Wathilah b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr al-Laythi al-
Kanani al-Hijazi, the Shi’i. He was from the Shi’ah of Imam ‘Ali.7

:Imam Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr adds

نامثع یلع  محرتیو  رمعو  رکب  یبأ  نیخیشلا  یلع  ینثیو  هلضفیو  یلع  یف  اعیشتم  ناکو 
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He was a Shi’i of ‘Ali and considered him the most superior. He used to extol the two

Shaykhs, Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, and would ask for Allah’s mercy upon ‘Uthman.8

:Al-Hafiz explains the words of Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr above

ایلع مدقی  هنکل  رمعو  رکب  یبأ  لضفب  فرتعی  ناک  رمع  وبأ  لاق 

Abu ‘Umar said: He accepted the merit of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar but he considered ‘Ali
to be the most superior.9

This creates an impossible dilemma for Sunni Islam. If Sunnis stick with their view that
Shi’ism – as defined by them – is a bid’ah, then they must agree that all these fine
Sahabah were heretics with no hope of salvation in the Hereafter. By contrast, if they
free the Shi’i Sahabah, then they must equally free all other Shi’ah and Rawafidh!
What is good for the goose is equally good for the gander. Besides, the Sahabah, who

met the Prophet, are in an even more accountable position on any Islamic matter

than all the generations after them. It gets scary when one considers the possibility
that the Messenger of Allah could have been of the same opinion as the Shi’i Sahabah!
If he did, then it would have been Sunnah to place ‘Ali over Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and
‘Uthman. In that case, the majority view of the Ahl al-Sunnah on the matter would

.have been a bid’ah - in fact, a compounded bid’ah

p: 6

The other step taken by the Sunni ‘ulama was to confuse their followers on the status
and meanings of explicit ahadith indicating the overall superiority of Amir al-Muminin

‘Ali b. Abi Talib over all Sahabah. The most guilty individual in this regard was none
other than “Shaykh al-Islam” Ibn Taymiyyah. Others, such as Imam al-Mubarakfuri

(d. 1282 H), ‘Allamah al-Albani, Shaykh al-Arnauṭ and others, have also followed his
steps, albeit at a much lower level. In this book, we will be examining some of such
ahadith, proving their authenticity absolutely, and analyzing their texts in the light of
the Qur’an and mutawatir Sunnah. Our manhaj in this regard is open, transparent,
mathematical and precise. For instance, we have relied very heavily upon the verdicts
concerning the individual narrators by al-Hafiz al-‘Asqalani in his legendary reference
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work, al-Taqrib. The reasons for this approach are two. First, al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar
al-‘Asqalani, often fondly referred to simply as al-Hafiz, is one of the greatest Sunni

:scholars of rijal and hadith. ‘Allamah al-Albani says about him

اهدقتنی اًدج  هریثکو  هریثک  ءایـشأ  كانه  دجیـسف  يرابلا  حتف  یلإ  دعیلف  ثیداحلأا  ضعب  یلع  انأ  مکحأ  امم  بیر  یف  ناک  نم  نکل 
اًکراشم ناک  نم  لک  نأ  نظأو  انأ  دقتعأ  يذلاو  ثیدحلا  یف  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  قٍحب  یمـسی  يذلا  ینلاقـسعلا  رجح  نب  دـمحأ  ظفاحلا 

.هلثم هدعب  ءاسنلا  دلت  مل  هنأ  یلع  ینقفاوی  ملعلا  اذه  یف 

But, whoever is in doubt concerning the verdicts I have given concerning some

ahadith (in Sahih al-Bukhari), let him refer to Fath al-Bari, and he will find there lots
and lots of things (in Sahih al-Bukhari) which have been criticized by al-Hafiz Ahmad b.
Hajar al-‘Asqalani, who is rightly named the Amir al-Muminin in Hadith, and whom I
believe – and I suppose that anyone who has this knowledge (i.e. science of hadith)
would agree with me – that no woman has ever given birth to anyone like him after

him.10

p: 7

.The phrase “amir al-muminin” is of course a reference to the supreme master

:Secondly, al-Hafiz himself states in the Introduction to al-Taqrib

هب فصو  ام  لدعأو  هیف ، لیق  ام  حصأ  لمشی  مکحب  مهنم  صخش  لک  یلع  مکحأ  یننأ 

I have graded every individual among them with a verdict that contains the most

correct of what is said about him, and the most just of the descriptions given for
him.11

In other words, a lot of things have been said about each of the narrators. But, not
everything said about them is authentically transmitted, correct or accurate. So, al-
Hafiz, who is a king in the Sunni science of hadith, has compiled only “the most

correct” and “the most just” of the statements made about them. No wonder, top
Sunni hadith scientists like ‘Allamah al-Albani and others have relied very heavily upon
this al-Taqrib in all their works. We will be doing the same throughout this book and
others. There are two clear advantages in doing this. One, it would ensure the
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accuracy of our conclusions on the various narrators. Two, it would keep our book
concise and neat. As such, we will firstly quote the criticisms of a Sunni scholar, mostly

Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah, against a particular hadith - which establishes ‘Ali’s superiorty
over all the Sahabah – and then examines the trustworthiness of all its narrators,
primarily through al-Taqrib. Where the name of the narrator is not present in al-
Taqrib, then we go for the books of Imam al-Dhahabi, who is equally a superweight in

.Sunni hadith sciences, as well as others like ‘Allamah al-Albani and Shaykh al-Arnauṭ

p: 8

This humble author has adopted a very strict takhrij style throughout the book. This is
why he has excluded ahadith which he believes to be true, but which do not meet the
strict standards of authenticity in the Sunni hadith sciences. In particular, we focus on
the reliability of the narrators and the full connectivity of the chains. We also seek if
there are corroborative supports for either the chains or the texts of the ahadith.
Most importantly, we also investigate any possible hidden defects in the chains, such
as tadlis, poor memory and irsal of the narrators and present detailed researches to
make clarifications wherever necessary. Sometimes, in order to save space, we do
simply rely upon explicit authentications of chains and ahadith by the topmost Sunni
hadith scientists. Through this methodology, we hope to give the full opportunity to

.whoever is researching the topic in order to determine the real truth

Meanwhile, we do not neglect Sunni arguments and reports in favour of the
superiority of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar either. We query their authenticity too, in line with

strict standards of Sunni rijal and further test their compatibility with the Qur’an and
undisputed history. The full details of our investigations are provided in our book, so
that our esteemed reader can verify, reason and make his independent conclusions

.too

Throughout our book, we have relied upon Sunni books only, and specifically those of
the highest standing in their respected categories. This way, we aim ensure full
accuracy in everything. We implore Allah to forgive us all our mistakes, and to accept

.this as a worthy act of ‘ibadah
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p: 9

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 8, p. 565

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad b. Shu’ayb al-Nasai, al-Mujtaba min al-Sunan (Halab: . 2
Maktab Matbu’at al-Islamiyyah; 2nd edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-

Din al-Albani], vol. 3, p. 188, * 1578

Ibid . 3

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani al-Shafi’i, Hadi al- . 4
Sari Muqaddimah Fath al-Bari (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1408 H),

p. 460

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Mizan al-I’tidal fi Naqd . 5
al-Rijal (Beirut: Dar al-Ma’rifah; 1st edition, 1382 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Muhammad al-

Bajawi], vol. 1, pp. 5-6, * 2

Abu ‘Umar Yusuf b. ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Barr b. ‘Āsim al-Nimri al- . 6
Qurtubi, al-Isti’ab fi Ma’rifat al-Ashab (Beirut: Dar al-Jil; 1st edition, 1412 H) [annotator:

‘Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi], vol. 3, pp. 1090, * 1855

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 7
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 9th edition, 1413 H) [annotators: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut,

Muhammad Na’im al-‘Arqisusi and Mamun Ṣaghirji], vol. 3, p. 468, * 97

Abu ‘Umar Yusuf b. ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Barr b. ‘Āsim al-Nimri al- . 8
Qurtubi, al-Isti’ab fi Ma’rifat al-Ashab (Beirut: Dar al-Jil; 1st edition, 1412 H) [annotator:

‘Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi], vol. 4, p. 1697, * 3054

p: 10

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Ṣahabah (Beirut: Dar al- . 9
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1415 H) [annotators: Shaykh ‘Ādil Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-
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Mawjud and Shaykh ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’udh], vol. 7, p. 193, * 10166

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 10
Ashqudri al-Albani, Fatawa (Cairo: Maktabah al-Turath al-Islami; 1st edition, 1414 H), p.

525

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 11
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 24

Hadith Al-Qadha, Investigating Its Authenticity . 1

Hadith Al-Qadha, Investigating Its Authenticity

Hadith Al-Qadha, Investigating Its Authenticity . 1

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

هل سیل  تبثی و  مل  ثیدـحلا  اذـهف  نیدـلا  ملعلا و  مزلتـسی  ءاضقلاو  یلع  مکاضقلا  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاـق  هلوق  اـمإ  و 
نم يوری  امنإ  فیعض و  حیحص و لا  دانـسإب  هفورعملا لا  دناسملا  هروهـشملا و لا  ننـسلا  یف  دحأ  هوری  مل  هجحلا ...  هب  موقت  دانـسإ 

بذکلاب فورعم  وه  نم  قیرط 

As for his statement, “The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: ‘The best
judge among you is ‘Ali’”, and justice dispensation requires knowledge and religious
devotion. But, this hadith is not authentic, and it has no chain of transmission which

makes it a valid proof ... It is not recorded by anyone in the famous Sunan books, and
not (by anyone) in the well-known Musnad books – not with a sahih chain, nor with a

dha’if chain. It is only narrated through the route of notorious liars.1

p: 11

:Meanwhile, Imam Ibn Majah (d. 273 H) records in his Sunan

یلـص هللا  لوسر  نأ  کلام ، نب  سنأ  نع  هبلاق ، یبأ  نع  ءاذحلا ، دلاخ  انث  دیجملا  دبع  نب  باهولا  دبع  انث  ینثملا  نب  دمحم  انثدـح 
.بلاط یبأ  نب  یلع  مهاضقأو  نامثع  ءایح  مهقدصأو  رمع  هللا  نید  یف  مهدشأو  رکب  وبأ  یتمأب  یتمأ  محرأ   : لاق ملسو  هیلع  هللا 

Muhammad b. al-Muthanna – ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Abd al-Majid – Khalid al-Haza – Abi
:Qilabah – Anas b. Malik

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 19 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “The most merciful of my Ummah to
my Ummah is Abu Bakr. The most severe of them in the religion of Allah is ‘Umar. The

most shy of them is ‘Uthman. And the best judge among them is ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.”2

This report cancels out the first leg of our Shaykh’s claims: that the hadith is not
documented in any of the authoritative Sunan and Musnad books – whether with a

!sahih chain or even a dha’if one

?So, the next question is: has the hadith truly been narrated by a liar or liars

The first narrator, Muhammad b. al-Muthanna is thiqah (trustworthy) without

:absolutely any doubt. Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) for instance says about him

تبث هقث   …. يرصبلا یسوم  وبأ  يازلاو  نونلا  حتفب  يزنعلا  دیبع  نب  ینثملا  نب  دمحم 

Muhammad b. al-Muthanna b. ‘Ubayd al-‘Unaza, Abu Musa al-Basri.... Thiqah
(trustworthy), thabt (accurate).3

:Elsewhere, he adds about him

اثیدح نیعبسو  نیتنثاو  هئامعبس  ملسمو  ثیداحأ  هثلاثو  ثیدح  هئام   ) خ هنع ) يور 

p: 12

Al-Bukhari narrated 103 ahadith from him (in his Sahih), and Muslim also narrated 772
ahadith (from him in his Sahih).4

.Apparently, he was a super-weight in Sunni ahadith

:Al-Hafiz also says about the second narrator

نینس ثلاثب  هتوم  لبق  ریغت  هقث  يرصبلا  دمحم  وبأ  یفقثلا  تلصلا  نب  دیجملا  دبع  نب  باهولا  دبع 

Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Abd al-Majid b. al-Salt al-Thaqafi, Abu Muhammad al-Basri:‘
Thiqah (trustworthy). He changed (i.e. his memory weakened) 3 years before his

death.5
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:In his Lisan, he gives further, crucial information about him

ریغتلا نمز  یف  ثیدحب  ثدح  ام  هنإف  هثیدح  هریغت  رض  ام  هنکل 

But, his change (in memory) does not harm his ahadith, for he never narrated a single
hadith during the period of the change.6

So, what about the remaining narrators? Shaykh al-Arnauṭ saves us a lot of time with

:this tahqiq

ملـس هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نع  کلام  نب  سنأ  نع  هبلاق  یبأ  نع  ءاذحلا  دلاخ  انث  بیهو  انث  نافع  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ  .... 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Affan – Wuhayb – Khalid al-‘
Haza – Abu Qilabah – Anas b. Malik – the Prophet, peace be upon him .... Its chain is

sahih UPON THE STANDARD OF THE TWO SHAYKHS.7

We understand from this that both Khalid al-Haza and Abu Qilabah are thiqah
(trustworthy) narrators of both Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim, like Muhammad b.

.al-Muthanna

p: 13

Interestingly, Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H), Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) and ‘Allamah al-
Albani (d. 1420 H) also confirm that the second narrator is like the others too in this

:regard. The ‘Allamah writes

دبع نب  باهولا  دبع  قیرط  نم  ( 422  / 3  ) مکاحلاو ( 2219  ) و ( 2218  ) نابح نباو  ( 154  ) هجام نباو  ( 309  / 2  ) يذمرتلا هجرخأ 
: " يذـمرتلا لاقو  هرکذـف ، ملـسو : هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق : سنأ  نع  هبلاق  یبأ  نع  ءاذـحلا  دـلاخ  انثدـح  یفقثلا  دـیجملا 

.لااق امک  وهو  یبهذلا  هقفاوو  نیخیشلا ."  طرش  یلع  حیحص  دانسإ  اذه  مکاحلا " : لاقو  حیحص ."  نسح  ثیدح 

Al-Tirmidhi (2/309), Ibn Majah (154), Ibn Hibban (2218) and al-Hakim (3/422) narrated it
through the route of ‘ABD AL-WAHHAB B. ‘ABD AL-MAJID AL-THAQAFI – Khalid al-
Haza – Abu Qilabah – Anas – the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. Al-Tirmidhi

said: “The hadith is hasan sahih”. Al-Hakim (also) said, “This chain is sahih UPON THE
STANDARD OF THE TWO SHAYKHS”. Al-Dhahabi concurred with him, and it is (indeed)

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 21 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


as they both have stated.8

In a simple summary, Hadith al-Qadha – as documented by Imam Ibn Majah – has a
chain of transmission that is sahih upon the standard of al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) and
Muslim (d. 261 H). All its narrators are relied upon in both Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih
Muslim, and there is no disconnection anywhere in the chain. Apparently, Shaykh Ibn
Taymiyyah’s weird, unfounded claim that the hadith is narrated only by notorious liars

!is itself a sickening rape of the truth

p: 14

There is equally a mutaba’ah for Muhammad b. al-Muthanna copied by Imam al-
(: Haythami (d. 807 H

هبلاق یبأ  نع  ءاذحلا ، دلاخ  انثدح  یفقثلا ، باهولا  دبع  انثدح  ینیدـملا ، نب  یلع  انثدـح  یتربلا ، دـلاخ  نب  مرکم  نب  دـمحأ  انربخأ 
مهقدـصأو رمع ، هللا  رمأ  یف  مهدـشأو  رکب ، وبأ  یتمأب  یتمأ  محرا   : ملـسو هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا -  لوسر  لاق  لاق : کـلام  نب  سنأ  نع 

یلع مهاضقأو  نامثع ، ءایح 

Ahmad b. Makram b. Khalid al-Birti – ‘Ali b. al-Madini – ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Thaqafi –
:Khalid al-Haza – Abu Qilabah – Anas b. Malik

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “The most merciful of my Ummah to
my Ummah is Abu Bakr. The most severe of them concerning the Command of Allah is

‘Umar. The most shy of them is ‘Uthman. And the best judge among them is ‘Ali.9

We already know that the last four narrators – including Anas – are thiqah narrators
of both Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim. So, we only have to find out the status of
the first two narrators. Once again, Shaykh al-Arnauṭ saves us time. Imam Ibn Hibban

:(d. 354 H) records this chain in his Sahih

نع سنأ  نب  کلام  انثدـح  لاق  یـسیع  نب  نعم  انثدـح  لاق  ینیدـملا  نب  یلع  انثدـح  لاق  یتربلا  دـلاخ  نب  مرکم  نب  دـمحأ  اـنربخأ 
يردخلا دیعس  یبأ  نع  راسی  نب  ءاطع  نع  میلس  نب  ناوفص 

Ahmad b. Makram b. Khalid al-Birti –‘Ali b. al-Madini – Ma’n b. ‘Isa – Malik b. Anas –
Safwan b. Sulaym – ‘Aṭa b. Yasar – Abu Sa’id al-Khudri10
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p: 15

:Al-Arnauṭ says

يراخبلا لاجر  نمف  ینیدملا  نب  یلع  ریغ  حیحصلا  لاجر  تاقث  هلاجر  يراخبلا  طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of al-Bukhari. Its narrators are thiqah
(trustworthy), narrators of the Sahih, except ‘Ali b. al-Madini because he is from the

narrators of (Sahih) al-Bukhari (only).11

So, both al-Birti and ‘Ali b. al-Madini are thiqah (trustworthy) narrators of Sahih al-
Bukhari too. As such, the mutaba’ah of ‘Ali b. al-Madini to Muhammad b. al-Muthanna

!in Hadith al-Qadha is sahih as well, upon the standard of Sahih al-Bukhari

The hadith has equally been transmitted from other Sahabah, apart from Anas. Imam

:al-Haythami for instance records

رمع یتملأ  یتمأ  قفرأو  رکب  وبأ  یتمأـب  یتمأ  محرأ  ملـس :  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاـق  لاـق :  يراـصنلأا  هللا  دـبع  نب  رباـج  نع 
بلاط یبأ  نب  یلع  یتمأ  یضقأو  نامثع  ءایح  یتمأ  قدصأو 

:Narrated Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Ansari

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “The most merciful of my Ummah to
my Ummah is Abu Bakr. The kindest of my Ummah to my Ummah is ‘Umar. The most

shy of my Ummah is ‘Uthman. The best judge of my Ummah is ‘Ali b. Abi Talib”.12

:He comments

نسح هدانسإو  طسولأا  یف  یناربطلا  هاور 

Al-Tabarani narrated it in al-Awsaṭ, and its chain is hasan.13

In modern prints of Mu’jam al-Awsaṭ of Imam al-Tabarani (d. 360 H), this hadith,
unfortunately, is no longer present! The previous existence of this report in al-Awsat

(: is further confirmed by Imam al-Haytami (d. 974 H

p: 16
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یلع یتمأ  یـضقأو  نامثع  ءایح  یتمأ  قدـصأو  رمع  یتملأ  یتمأ  قفرأو  رکب  وبأ  یتمأب  یتمأ  محرأ  طسولأا  یف  یناربطلا  هیاور  یف  و 
بلاط یبأ  نب 

In the report of al-Tabarani in al-Awsat, it is recorded: “The most merciful of my

Ummah to my Ummah is Abu Bakr. The kindest of my Ummah to my Ummah is ‘Umar.
The most shy of my Ummah is ‘Uthman. The best judge of my Ummah is ‘Ali b. Abi

Talib”14

.It has gone missing in the same al-Awsat after the time of al-Haytami

Finally, ‘Allamah al-Albani has copied Hadith al-Qadha from yet another Sahabi,
:namely Ibn ‘Umar

یلع مهاضقأو  نامثع  ءایح  مهقدصأو  رمع  هللا  نید  یف  مهدشأو  رکب  وبأ  یتمأب  یتمأ  فأرأ 

The most compassionate of my Ummah to my Ummah is Abu Bakr, and the most

severe of them in the religion of Allah is ‘Umar. The most shy of them is ‘Uthman and
the best judge among them is ‘Ali.15

:The ‘Allamah says

.رمع نبا  نع  ع ] ( ... ] حیحص )

Sahih ... (Narrated) by Ibn ‘Umar16

Footnote

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, pp. 512-513

Ibn Majah Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Yazid al-Qazwini, Sunan (Dar al-Fikr) . 2
[annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 1, p. 55, * 154

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 3
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. 129, *

6283
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p: 17

Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib (Dar al-Fikr; . 4
1st edition, 1404 H), vol. 9, p. 378, * 698

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 5
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 626, *

4275

Shihab al-Din Abu al-Fadhl Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizan (Beirut: . 6
Manshurat Muasassat al-A’lami li al-Matbu’at; 2nd edition, 1390 H), vol. 4, p. 88, * 168

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 7
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 281, * 14022

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 8
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 3, p. 223, * 1224

Nur al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Mawarid al-Zaman ila Zawaid Ibn Hibban . 9
(Damascus: Dar al-Thaqafah al-‘Arabiyyah; 1st edition, 1412 H) [annotators: Husayn

Salim Asad al-Darani and ‘Abd ‘Ali al-Kushk], vol. 7, pp. 161-162, * 2218

Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad b. Hibban b. Mu’adh b. Ma’bad al- . 10
Tamimi al-Darimi al-Busti, Ṣahih Ibn Hibban bi Tartib Ibn Balban (Beirut: Muasassat

al-Risalah; 2nd edition, 1414 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and
Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 16, p. 404, * 7393

Ibid . 11

p: 18

Nur al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Majma’ al-Zawaid (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1412 . 12
H), vol. 9, p. 235, * 14918
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Ibid . 13

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-Haytami, al- . 14
Ṣawaiq al-Muhriqah ‘ala Ahl al-Rafdh wa al-Ḍalal wa al-Zindiqah (Beirut: Muasassat

al-Risalah; 1st edition, 1997 CE) [annotators: ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd Allah al-Turki and
Kamil Muhammad Khurat], vol. 1, p. 226

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 15
Ashqudri al-Albani, Ṣahih al-Jami’ al-Ṣaghir wa Ziyadatuhu (Al-Maktab al-Islami), vol.

1, p. 211, * 868

Ibid . 16

Hadith Al-Qadha, Confessions Of The Sahabah . 2

Hadith Al-Qadha, Confessions Of The Sahabah

The companions of the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, used to admit,
unanimously, that Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, ‘alaihi al-salam, was indeed the

:best judge among them. Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H), for instance records

هللا یـضر  رمع  لاق  لاق  سابع  نب  نع  ریبج  نب  دیعـس  نع  تباث  یبأ  نب  بیبح  نع  نایفـس  انث  عیکو  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
انؤرقأ یبأو  اناضقأ  یلع  هنع :

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad b. Hanbal) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Waki’ – Sufyan – ‘
:Habib b. Abi Thabit – Sa’id b. Jubayr – Ibn ‘Abbas

Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “‘Ali is the best judge among us, and‘
Ubayy is the best reciter among us.”1

p: 19

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ says

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.2
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:Imam Ahmad further records

یضر سابع  نب  نع  ریبج  نب  دیعس  نع  تباث  یبأ  نب  ینعی  بیبح  ینثدح  نایفس  نع  دیعس  نب  ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
انؤرقأ یبأو  اناضقأ  یلع  رمع  لاق  لاق : امهنع  هللا 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad b. Hanbal) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya b. Sa’id – ‘
Sufyan – Habib b. Abi Thabit – Sa’id b. Jubayr – Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with

:them both

Umar said: “‘Ali is the best judge among us, and Ubayy is the best reciter among us.”3‘

:Al-Arnauṭ again comments

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.4

:This is the third athar recorded on the same matter by Ahmad b. Hanbal

یبأ نب  بیبح  نع  شمعلأا  نع  رهـسم  نب  یلع  انث  نیتئامو  نیرـشعو  تس  هنـس  یف  دیعـس  نب  دیوس  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدـح 
هللا یضر  یلع  لاقف : ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  ربنم  یلع  هنع  هللا  یضر  رمع  انبطخ  لاق  سابع  نب  نع  ریبج  نب  دیعس  نع  تباث 

انؤرقا هنع  هللا  یضر  یبأو  اناضقأ  هنع 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad b. Hanbal) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Suwayd b. Sa’id – ‘Ali‘
:b. Mashar – al-A’mash – Habib b. Abi Thabit – Sa’id b. Jubayr – Ibn ‘Abbas

p: 20

Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, delievered a sermon on the pulpit of the‘
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and said: “‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him,
is the best judge among us, and Ubayy, may Allah be pleased with him, is the best

reciter.”5

:Shaykh Shu’ayb al-Arnauṭ has a simple verdict on it

حیحص
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Sahih6

Notably, ‘Umar mentioned this publicly and none among the Sahabah present –
including the most senior ones - objected. This evidences their unanimous

.concurrence with him on the matter

:Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) records the same athar in his Sahih

انؤرقأ هنع : هللا  یـضر  رمع  لاق  لاق  سابع  نبا  نع  ریبج  نب  دیعـس  نع  بیبح  نع  نایفـس  انثدح  ییحی  انثدـح  یلع  نب  ورمع  انثدـح 
یلع اناضقأو  یبأ 

:Amr b. ‘Ali – Yahya – Sufyan – Habib – Sa’id b. Jubayr – Ibn ‘Abbas‘

Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The best reciter among us is Ubayy, and‘
the best judge among us is ‘Ali.”7

Apart from ‘Umar, all the other Sahabah also explicitly declared that the best judge
among them – including their most senior ones living in Madinah - was none other

:than Amir al-Muminin. Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) records

دبع نع  قاحسإ  یبأ  نع  هبعـش  انث  سایإ  یبأ  نب  مدآ  انث  نیـسحلا  نب  میهاربإ  انث  نادمهب  یـضاقلا  نسحلا  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  ینربخأ 
هنع هللا  یضر  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  هنیدملا  لهأ  یضقأ  نأ  ثدحتن  انک  لاق  هللا  دبع  نع  همقلع  نع  دیزی  نب  نمحرلا 

p: 21

Abd al-Rahman b. al-Hasan al-Qadi – Ibrahim b. al-Husayn – Adam b. Abi Iyas –‘
(: Shu’bah – Abu Ishaq – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yazid – ‘Alqamah – ‘Abd Allah (b. Mas’ud

We used to SAY that the best judge among the people of Madinah was ‘Ali b. Abi“
Talib, may Allah be pleased with him.”8

:Al-Hakim says

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.9
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Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H), on his part, keeps silent about it. The reason is unclear
since the athar has a perfectly sahih chain. Meanwhile, he has personally

authenticated the sanad and all its narrators in the same book in other ahadith! For
:example, al-Hakim records this chain

همقلع نع  میهاربإ  نع  روصنم  نع  هبعـش  انث  سایإ  یبأ  نب  مدآ  انث  نیـسحلا  نب  میهاربإ  انث  یـضاقلا  نسحلا  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  انربخأ 
هنع هللا  یضر  هللا  دبع  نع 

Abd al-Rahman b. al-Hasan al-Qadi – Ibrahim b. al-Husayn – Adam b. Abi Iyas –‘
Shu’bah – Mansur – Ibrahim – ‘Alqamah – ‘Abd Allah (b. Mas’ud), may Allah be pleased

with him.10

The only differences in this sanad from that of the athar are Mansur and Ibrahim. Al-
:Hakim declares

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.11

:Interestingly, al-Dhahabi confirms the verdict

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

p: 22

Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim.12)

This proves that ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Hasan al-Qadi, Ibrahim b. al-Husayn, Adam b.
!Abi Iyas, Shu’bah and ‘Alqamah are thiqah (trustworthy) narrators

But, what is the status Abu Ishaq and ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yazid – the only remaining

:narrators of Ibn Mas’ud’s athar? Note this chain documented by Imam al-Hakim

نب نمحرلا  دبع  نع  قاحسإ  یبأ  نع  لیئارسإ  انث  مدآ  نب  ییحی  أبنأ  قاحـسإ  انث  ملاـسلا  دبع  نب  دمحم  انث  يربنعلا  ایرکز  وبأ  انربخأ 
هنع هللا  یضر  هللا  دبع  نع  دیزی 

Abu Zakariyah al-‘Anbari – Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam – Ishaq – Yahya b. Adam –

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 29 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Israil – Abu Ishaq – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yazid – ‘Abd Allah (b. Mas’ud), may Allah be
pleased with him.13

:Al-Hakim comments

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.14

:Al-Dhahabi also reiterates

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim.15)

(. As such, all the narrators of the athar are thiqah (trustworthy

But then, is there any break between Shu’bah and Abu Ishaq? We have seen the
unbroken connection between all the other narrators except these two. This chain,

:recorded by al-Hakim, puts the seal on things

رباج نب  بهو  تعمـس  لاق :  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نع  هبعـش  انث  یلع  نب  مصاع  انث  ریهز  نب  بیـسملا  انث  ئناه  نب  حلاص  نب  دمحم  ینثدـح 
امهنع هللا  یضر  ورمع  نب  هللا  دبع  نع  ثدحی 

p: 23

Muhammad b. Salih b. Hani – al-Musayyab b. Zuhayr – ‘Asim b. ‘Ali – Shu’bah – Abu
Ishaq – Wahb b. Jabir – ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr, may Allah be pleased with them both16

:Al-Hakim states

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.17

:Al-Dhahabi agrees

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 
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Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim.18)

Simply put, the chain of the athar of Ibn Mas’ud is sahih. All the narrators are thiqah
.(trustworthy), and there is no disconnection whatsoever in the sanad

Footnote

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 113, * 21122

Ibid . 2

Ibid, vol. 5, p. 113, * 21123 . 3

Ibid . 4

Ibid, vol. 5, p. 113, * 21124 . 5

Ibid . 6

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-J’ufi, al- . 7
Jami’ al-Ṣahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 4, p. 1628, * 4211

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 8
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 145, * 4656

p: 24

Ibid . 9

Ibid, vol. 4, p. 372, * 7963 . 10

Ibid . 11

Ibid . 12
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Ibid, vol. 2, p. 244, * 2888 . 13

Ibid . 14

Ibid . 15

Ibid, vol. 4, p. 536, * 8505 . 16

Ibid . 17

Ibid . 18

Hadith Al-Qadha, ‘Ali’s Superior Knowledge Of The Qur’an And Sunnah . 3

Hadith Al-Qadha, ‘Ali’s Superior Knowledge Of The Qur’an And Sunnah

There is no dispute about the fact that Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam, was the most

competent in justice dispensation among all the Sahabah. In fact, he is the best judge
in our whole Ummah till the Day of al-Qiyamah after its Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa

alihi. On a specific level, he was better - in terms of justice dispensation - than Abu
?Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman. So, what is the direct implication of this

:In Islam, justice dispensation is based squarely upon the Qur’an and Sunnah

هللا لزنأ  امب  مهنیب  مکحاف 

So, judge between them by what Allah has revealed.1

:The Qur’an itself, in its entirety, is described as “a judgment” by its Master

ایبرع امکح  هانلزنأ  کلذکو 

And thus We have sent it down as a judgment in Arabic2

As such, complete knowledge of everything in it is required for effective justice
.dispensation

p: 25
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Moreover, the Sunnah is the divinely inspired explanations of this “judgment” called
:al-Qur’an

مهیلإ لزن  ام  سانلل  نیبتل  رکذلا  کیلإ  انلزنأو 

And We have sent down unto you (Muhammad) al-Dhikr (i.e. the Qur’an) that you may

explain clearly to mankind what is sent down to them.3

Apparently, a person does not know the Book of Allah until he has known its
explanations by the Messenger of Allah. These explanations, according to the same

:Book, only originated from the Lord as well

یحوی یحو  لاإ  وه  نإ  يوهلا  نع  قطنی  امو 

He (Muhammad) never speaks of (his own) desire or caprice. It is nothing but a wahy

that is revealed (to him).4

It is obvious. If anyone were more knowledgeable of the Qur’an and Sunnah than ‘Ali
in this Ummah, he (‘Ali) would not have been its best judge. It is simply unfathomable

that Allah and His Messenger would have conferred upon him such a rank while there
was/is another – in the Ummah as a whole - who was/is more competent with the

!tools of justice dispensation than he was

It is noteworthy that knowledge of the revelations of Allah surpasses mere

knowledge of al-halal (the permissible) and al-haram (the prohibited). It covers
everything from the Lord to humanity. Most importantly, merely knowing the legal
status of a thing is not enough for justice dispensation. The judge must equally be
fully aware of the penalties (if any) prescribed for it, and the best ways and
circumstances to exercise personal discretion in different cases in line with the Wish

.of Allah. None, apparently, is as competent in these fields as ‘Ali

p: 26

At this point, it is apposite to quote this groundbreaking riwayah referenced by al-
(: Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H
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 ، لْیفَُّطلا یبأ  نع  هَّزب ،  یبأ  نب  مساقلا  نع  اضًیأ ،  هبعـشو  ایلع  عمـس  هنأ  هرَعَرْعَ  نب  دلاخ  نع  كامَسـِ ،  نع  جاجحلا ،  نب  هبعـش  لاق 
یف هیآ  نع  ینولأست  لا  لاقف :  هفوکلا  ربنم  دعـص  هنأ  بلاط :  یبأ  نب  یلع  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  نع  هجو ،  ریغ  نم  اضـًیأ  تبثو  .ایـًلع  عمس 

.کلذب مکتأبنأ  لاإ  هللا ،  لوسر  نع  هنس  نع  لاو  هللا ،  باتک 

Shu’bah b. al-Hajjaj, from Simak, from Khalid b. ‘Ar’arah that he heard ‘Ali; and
Shu’bah again narrated from al-Qasim b. Abi Barrah from Abu al-Tufayl that he heard
‘Ali; and IT IS ALSO AUTHENTICALLY TRANSMITTED through many chains that Amir

al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib climbed the pulpit of Kufah and said, “You will not ask me

about ANY verse in the Book of Allah, or about ANY Sunnah from the Messenger of
Allah, except that I will inform you about that.”5

!None of the Sahabah was ever able to make a similar claim

:Secondly, justice must be administered with utmost fairness and equity

طسقلاب مهنیب  مکحاف  تمکح  نإو 

If you judge, judge between them with fairness and equity.6

This verse allows the use of personal discretion in the administration of justice,
especially in all cases where no divinely fixed penalties or judgments are available.
But even then, it also reiterates the notion that the judge must know everything in the
Qur’an and the Sunnah! Full knowledge of both is required to determine whether or
not there is a fixed penalty or judgment concerning a particular case. If there is none,
then the judge uses his discretion. Where the judge does not know whether Allah has
already fixed the judgment for the issue before him – due to an insufficient
knowledge of the Book and the Tradition - he is most likely to effect a miscarriage of

!justice, without even realizing it

p: 27

Moreover, the judge must give his judgments with the best interests of fairness and
equity at heart. This is the second message of the above verse. Where there is a
divinely fixed penalty or judgment, he must apply it in the fairest and most equitable
manners. Where there is no such fixed penalty or judgment, then he equally must
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adopt his personal discretion in ways that best ensure a completely fair and equitable
.dispensation of justice

Amir al-Muminin has been declared the best judge by Allah and His Messenger.
Apparently, he is the one, within Islam, with the best knowledge and practice in justice
dispensation. Most importantly, he is the fairest and the most equitable among us all –
including the Sahabah - in the application of Allah’s Fixed Verdicts and in the just

.administration of personal discretion

:The most crucial part of this discourse, probably, is stated in this verse

قحلاب سانلا  نیب  مکحاف  ضرلأا  یف  هفیلخ  كانلعج  انإ  دوواد  ای 

O Dawud! We have appointed you a khalifah over the earth. Therefore, judge
between mankind with the truth.7

First and foremost, it is clear from this verse that justice dispensation is the job of the
khalifah, to the exclusion of all others. He is the judge of “mankind”. Every single other
human beings comes under his juridical authority. Of course, he might appoint
subordinate judges to assist him, under his close supervision. However, the job
belongs to him alone. Therefore, whoever is the most qualified to be judge is also the

!most qualified for the khilafah

p: 28

Besides, the competent judge is he who is able to discern the truth, and who judges
with the truth. Judgment with the truth involves the objective application of Allah’s
Fixed Verdicts over relevant issues, as well as the selfless administration of personal
discretion in deserving cases. The judge therefore must be very intelligent and
completely truthful. Application of personal discretion to reach true justice requires an
extremely high level of intelligence, selflessness, sincerity and honesty. An

unintelligent person cannot be expected to skillfully detect the truth from a clog of
complex arguments and proofs before him. Moreover, a corrupt or self-serving fellow
cannot be expected to judge others with the truth, or to apply his personal discretion
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fairly. With these facts in mind, one can then safely conclude and proclaim that Amir

al-Muminin - being the best judge in this Ummah - was the most qualified for the
khilafah immediately after the Prophet. In addition, he is the most truthful, the most

intelligent, the most selfless, the most sincere, the most honest, and the best in
.recognizing and applying the truth in this Ummah after the Messenger

Footnote

Qur’an 5:48 . 1

Qur’an 13:37 . 2

Qur’an 16:44 . 3

Qur’an 53:3-4 . 4

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. ‘Umar b. Kathir al-Qurshi al-Dimashqi, Tafsir al-Qur’an . 5
al-‘Azim (Dar al-Ṭaybah li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 2nd edition, 1420 H) [annotator: Sami

b. Muhammad Salamah], vol. 7, p. 413

p: 29

Qur’an 5:42 . 6

Qur’an 38:26 . 7

Hadith Al-Qadha, An Age Of Jungle Justice I . 4

Hadith Al-Qadha, An Age Of Jungle Justice I

:The khalifah of Muslims is also their sovereign judge

قحلاب سانلا  نیب  مکحاف  ضرلأا  یف  هفیلخ  كانلعج  انإ  دوواد  ای 

O Dawud! We have appointed you a khalifah over the earth. Therefore, judge
between mankind with the truth.1

Since ‘Umar was recognized by most Muslims of his time as their khalifah, it follows
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naturally that he was also their sovereign judge. The question is: was ‘Umar a
competent judge? To find the answer, we must look at some iconic cases decided by

.‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab

:Imam Ibn Khuzaymah (d. 311 H) records about an interesting case

یبأ نع  نارهم  نب  نامیلـس  نع  مزاح  نب  ریرج  ینربخأ  بهو  نبا  انث  لااق  مکحلا  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  دمحم  یلعلأا و  دـبع  نب  سنوی  انث 
ریمأ ای  رمعل :  لاق  یلع و  اـهدرف  اـهمجرب  رمع  رمأ  تنز  دـق  نـلاف  ینب  هنونجمب  بلاـط  یبأ  نب  یلع  رم  لاـق : ساـبع  نبا  نع  ناـیبظ 

بولغملا نونجملا  نع  هثلاث  نع  ملقلا  عفر  لاق : ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  رکذت  امأ  لاق :  معن  لاق : هذه ؟  مجرتأ  نینمؤملا 
اهنع یلخف  تقدص  لاق :  ملتحی  یتح  یبصلا  نع  ظقیتسی و  یتح  مئانلا  نع  هلقع و  یلع 

Yunus b. ‘Abd al-A’la and Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Hakam – Ibn Wahb – Jarir b.
:Hazim – Sulayman b. Mihran – Abu Zibyan – Ibn ‘Abbas

p: 30

Ali b. Abi Talib passed by a lunatic woman from so-and-so tribe, and she had ‘
committed adultery. ‘Umar ordered that she be stoned to death. So, ‘Ali returned her
and said to ‘Umar, “O Amir al-Muminin! Do you want to stone this (woman)?” He
(‘Umar) replied, “Yes”. He (‘Ali) said, “Do you remember that the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, said: ‘The pen has been lifted about three people: the mentally ill,
the person sleeping until he wakes up, and the child until he becomes an adolescent.”
He (‘Umar) responded, “You have said the truth”. So, ‘Umar freed her (i.e. the lunatic

woman).2

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) comments‘

تاقث هلاجر  حیحص  ثیدح 

It is a sahih hadith. Its narrators are thiqah (trustworthy).3

:Elsewhere, Imam Ibn Khuzaymah also records

مزاح نب  ریرج  ینربخأ  بهو  نبا  انربخأ  لااق  مکحلا  دبع  نب  هللا  دـبع  نب  دـمحم  یلعلأا و  دـبع  نب  سنوی  ان  رکب  وبأ  ان  رهاط  وبأ  انأ 
اهمجرب رمع  رمأ  تنز  دـق  نـلاف  ینب  هنوـنجمب  بلاـط  یبأ  نب  یلع  رم  لاـق : ساـبع  نبا  نع  ناـیبظ  یبأ  نع  نارهم  نب  نامیلـس  نـع 

ملقلا عفر  لاق :  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  رکذت  وأ  لاق :  معن  لاق :  هذه ؟  مجرت  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  ای  رمعل :  لاقو  یلع  اهعجرف 
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اهنع یلخف  تقدص  لاق :  ملتحی  یتح  یبصلا  نعو  ظقیتسی  یتح  مئانلا  نعو  هلقع  یلع  بولغملا  نونجملا  نع  ثلاث  نع 

Abu Tahir – Abu Bakr Yunus b. ‘Abd al-A’la and Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Hakam –
:Ibn Wahb – Jarir b. Hazim – Sulayman b. Mihran – Abu Zibyan – Ibn ‘Abbas

p: 31

Ali b. Abi Talib passed by a lunatic woman from so-and-so tribe, and she had ‘
committed adultery. ‘Umar ordered that she be stoned to death. So, ‘Ali returned her
and said to ‘Umar, “O Amir al-Muminin! Do you want to stone this (woman)?” He
(‘Umar) replied, “Yes”. He (‘Ali) said, “Do you remember that the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, said: ‘The pen has been lifted about three people: the mentally ill,
the person sleeping until he wakes up, and the child until he becomes an adolescent.”
He (‘Umar) responded, “You have said the truth”. So, he freed her (i.e. the lunatic

woman).4

:Allamah al-Albani rules‘

حیحص هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih5

The exact narration above is documented by Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H) in his Sahih
through the route of his teacher, Imam Ibn Khuzaymah, with the same chain.6

:‘Allamah al-Albani again says

حیحص

Sahih7

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ also comments

ملسم لاجر  تاقث  هلاجر 

Its narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), narrators of (Sahih) Muslim.8

:Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H), a student of Ibn Hibban, records the hadith as well
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نب ریرج  ینربخأ  بهو  نبا  أبنأ  يرصملا  یسیع  نب  دمحأ  أبنأ  لااق :  یسوم  نب  دمحم  نب  هللا  دبعو  هیقفلا  قاحسإ  نب  رکب  وبأ  انثدح 
نب رمع  رمأو  تنز  دـقو  نلاف  ینب  هنونجمب  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  رم  لاق  ساـبع  نبا  نع  ناـیبظ  یبأ  نع  نارهم  نب  نامیلـس  نع  مزاـح 
هیلع هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  رکذـت  ام  وأ  لاق :  معن  لاق :  هذـه ؟  مجرتأ  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  ای  رمعل :  لاقو  یلع  اهدرف  اـهمجرب  باـطخلا 

تقدص لاق  ملتحی  یتح  یبصلا  نعو  ظقیتسی  یتح  مئانلا  نعو  هلقع  یلع  بولغملا  نونجملا  نع  ثلاث :  نع  ملقلا  عفر  لاق :  ملـسو 
اهنع یلخف 

p: 32

Abu Bakr b. Ishaq al-Faqih and ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Musa – Ahmad b. Isa al-
:Misri - Ibn Wahb – Jarir b. Hazim – Sulayman b. Mihran – Abu Zibyan – Ibn ‘Abbas

Ali b. Abi Talib passed by a lunatic woman from so-and-so tribe, and she had ‘
committed adultery. ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab ordered that she be stoned to death. So, ‘Ali
returned her and said to ‘Umar, “O Amir al-Muminin! Do you want to stone this
(woman)?” He (‘Umar) replied, “Yes”. He (‘Ali) said, “Do you remember that the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: ‘The pen has been lifted about three
people: the mentally ill, the person sleeping until he wakes up, and the child until he
becomes an adolescent.” He (‘Umar) responded, “You have said the truth”. So, he

freed her (i.e. the lunatic woman).9

:Al-Hakim says

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs10

:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) concurs

امهطرش یلع 

Sahih) upon the standard of both of them11)

Imam Abu Dawud (d. 275 H) documents a fuller version of the hadith that gives some

:disturbing details

اسانأ اهیف  راشتساف  تنز  دق  هنونجمب  رمع  یتأ  لاق : سابع  نبا  نع  نایبظ  یبأ  نع  شمعلأا  نع  ریرج  انث  هبیـش  یبأ  نب  نامثع  انثدح 
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اهب رمأف  تنز  نلاف  ینب  هنونجم  اولاق  هذـه ؟  نأش  ام  لاقف  هیلع  هللا  ناوضر  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  یلع  اـهب  رمف  مجرت  نأ  رمع  اـهب  رمأـف 
نعو أربی  یتح  نونجملا  نع  هثلاث  نع  عفر  دق  ملقلا  نأ  تملع  امأ  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  ای  لاقف  هاتأ  مث  اهب  اوعجرا  لاقف  لاق  مجرت  نأ  رمع 

لعجف لاق  اهلـسرأف  لاق  اهلـسرأف  لاق  ءیـش  لاق لا  مجرت ؟  هذـه  لاب  امف  لاق  یلب  لاق  لقعی ؟  یتح  یبصلا  نعو  ظقیتسی  یتح  مئانلا 
ربکی

p: 33

:Uthman b. Abi Shaybah – Jarir – al-A’mash – Abu Zibyan – Ibn ‘Abbas‘

A lunatic woman, who had committed adultery, was brought to ‘Umar. So, he
consulted with some people about her, and therefore ordered that she be stoned to
death. But, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, ridwanullah ‘alaihi, passed by her and said, “What is the
issue with this (woman)”? They replied, “She is a lunatic woman from so-and-so tribe.
She committed adultery and ‘Umar ordered that she be stoned to death.” So, he (‘Ali)
said, “Return with her (to ‘Umar).” Then he (‘Ali) came to him (‘Umar), and said, “O
Amir al-Muminin! Do you know that the pen has been lifted in the case of a lunatic until
he is cured, and of someone sleeping until he wakes up, and in the case of a child until
he becomes mentally mature?” He (‘Umar) replied, “Yes, I do”. He (‘Ali) asked, “So,
why do you want to stone this (woman)?” He (‘Umar) replied, “There is NOTHING!” He

(‘Ali) said, “Free her”. So, he (‘Umar) freed her, saying Allahu Akbar!12

:Allamah al-Albani says‘

حیحص

Sahih13

:Reading all the narrations together, one gets the full picture of what happened

A lunatic woman was charged with adultery, which she apparently committed in her . 1
.still extant state of insanity

The Shari’ah provides that crimes committed in a state of insanity are not . 2
.justiciable

Umar was well aware of this rule, and was fully convinced that the lunatic woman . ‘ 3
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truly committed the adultery in a state of insanity. He nonetheless consulted with his
team of judicial advisers (which excluded ‘Ali) on the matter, and eventually made up

.his mind to execute her

p: 34

While convicting the lunatic woman and passing the death sentence against her, . 4
.‘Umar fully remembered the above-mentioned rule of the Shari’ah

Nonetheless, ‘Umar ordered the execution of the lunatic woman for “nothing”, in his . 5
.own words

Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali saw a clear miscarriage of justice in the judgment of ‘Umar, . 6
and stood against the order of the commander-in-chief, at great personal risks. He

.prevented ‘Umar’s executioners from carrying out their illegal orders

Ali asked ‘Umar if the latter knew the Shari’ah ruling concerning lunatic people. . ‘ 7
‘Umar replied: “Yes, I do”. Surprised, he further asked the latter why he wanted to
execute the lunatic woman in that case. ‘Umar made no secret of his intention. There
was simply “nothing”! There was no reason. He only wished to kill the woman, and that

!was it

Ali reminded him of the hadith of the Prophet on the matter. Perhaps, ‘Umar had . ‘ 8
forgotten the source of the Shari’i ruling. Luckily, ‘Umar admitted to the truth of the

.hadith

At this point, ‘Ali advised him to free the innocent lunatic woman. Fortunately for . 9
.her, ‘Umar accepted ‘Ali’s advice and allowed her to go free

Without ‘Ali’s timely intervention, ‘Umar would have deliberately executed the
”! innocent woman for “nothing

Footnote

Qur’an 38:26 . 1
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Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Khuzaymah al-Salami al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih (Beirut: . 2
al-Maktab al-Islami; 1390 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and Dr.

Muhammad Mustafa al-A’zami], vol. 4, p. 348, * 3048

p: 35

Ibid . 3

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 102, * 1003 . 4

Ibid . 5

Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad b. Hibban b. Mu’adh b. Ma’bad al-Tamimi . 6
al-Darimi al-Busti, Ṣahih Ibn Hibban bi Tartib Ibn Balban (Beirut: Muasassat al-
Risalah; 2nd edition, 1414 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 356, * 143

Ibid . 7

Ibid . 8

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 9
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 389, * 949

Ibid . 10

Ibid . 11

Abu Dawud Sulayman b. al-Ash’ath al-Sijistani al-Azdi, Sunan (Dar al-Fikr) . 12
[annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani], vol. 2, p. 545, * 4399

Ibid . 13

Hadith Al-Qadha, An Age Of Jungle Justice II . 5

Hadith Al-Qadha, An Age Of Jungle Justice II
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Imam Ibn Abi Hatim (d. 327 H) records about another iconic judgment delivered by
:‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab in his capacity as the khalifah over the Ummah

یلیدلا دوسلاا  یبأ  نبا  ینعی :  برح ،  یبأ  نع  هداتق  نع  دیعـس ،  نع  يدع ،  یبأ  نبإ  انث  راشب ،  نب  دمحم  رکب  وبأ  انث  یبأ ،  انربخأ 
لاق مجر ،  اهیلع  سیل  لاقف :  ایلع  کلذ  غلبف  اهمجرب ،  مهف  رهـشا ،  هتـس  تدـلو  هارما  هیلا  تعفر  باـطخلا ،  نب  رمع  نا  هیبأ ،  نع  ، 

 . ارهش نوثلاث  کلذ  رهشا ،  هتسو  نیلماک  نیلوح  نهدلاوا  نعضری  تادلاولاو  یلاعت :  هللا 

p: 36

My father (Abu Hatim) – Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Bashar – Ibn Abi ‘Adi – Sa’id –
(: Qatadah – Abu Harb b. Abi al-Aswad al-Dili – his father (Abu al-Aswad al-Dayli

A woman was brought to ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab. She had delivered after (only) six
months of pregnancy. So, he (‘Umar) resolved to stone her to death. This (decision)
reached ‘Ali. Therefore, he (‘Ali) said, “She does not deserve any penalty of stoning to
death. Allah says: ‘The mothers shall give suck to their children for two whole years
(2:233)’. This (period) plus six months equals thirty months (mentioned in 46:15 as the

total for both pregnancy and suckling)’”.1

:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) submits about the first narrator

نیثدحملا خیش  دقانلا ، ظفاحلا ، ماملاا  نارهم : نب  دواد  نب  رذنملا  نب  سیردإ  نب  دمحم  يزارلا  متاح  وبأ 

Abu Hatim al-Razi, Muhammad b. Idris b. al-Mundhir b. Dawud b. Mihran: al-imam (the
leader in Hadith), al-hafiz (the hadith scientist), al-naqid (the hadith critic), shaykh al-

muhadithin (teacher of the hadith scientists and narrators).2

:About the second narrator, al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) says

هقث رادنب  رکب  وبأ  يرصبلا  يدبعلا  نامثع  نب  راشب  نب  دمحم 

Muhammad b. Bashar b. ‘Uthman al-‘Abdi al-Basri, Abu Bakr Bandar: Thiqah
(trustworthy).3

:What of the third narrator? Al-Dhahabi submits
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هقث يرصب ، ورمع ، وبأ  يدع  یبأ  نب  میهاربإ  نب  دمحم 

Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Abi ‘Adi, Abu ‘Amr, from Basra: Thiqah (trustworthy)4

p: 37

:Al-Hafiz agrees

هقث يرصبلا  ورمع  وبأ  میهاربإ  وه  لیقو  هدجل  بسنی  دقو  يدع  یبأ  نب  میهاربإ  نب  دمحم 

Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Abi ‘Adi.... Abu ‘Amr al-Basri: Thiqah (trustworthy).5

:The fourth narrator is Sa’id, and al-Hafiz comments on him in this manner

تبثأ نم  ناکو  طلتخاو  سیلدتلا  ریثک  هنکل  فیناصت  هل  ظفاح  هقث  يرصبلا  رضنلا  وبأ  مهلاوم  يرکشیلا  نارهم  هبورع  یبأ  نب  دیعس 
هدانق یف  سانلا 

Sa’id b. Abi ‘Arubah Mihran al-Yashkiri, their freed slave, Abu al-Nadhar al-Basri:
Thiqah (trustworthy), hafiz (a hadith scientist), he wrote books. However, he did a lot
of tadlis, and became confused. He was one of the most authoritative narrators from

Qatadah.6

:Concerning the fifth narrator, al-Hafiz further submits

تبث هقث  يرصبلا  باطخلا  وبأ  یسودسلا  هداتق  نب  هماعد  نب  هداتق 

Qatadah b. Da’amah b. Qatadah al-Sudusi, Aboo al-Khaṭṭaab al-Basri: Thiqah
(trustworthy), thabt (accurate).7

:Like the fourth narrator, he too is accused of tadlis, as proclaimed by al-Hafiz

هب هفصو  سیلدتلاب  روهشم  وهو  هرصع  ظفاح  ناک  هنع  یلاعت  هللا  یضر  کلام  نب  سنأ  بحاص  يرصبلا  یـسودسلا  هماعد  نب  هداتق 
هریغو یئاسنلا 

Qatadah b. Da’amah al-Sudusi al-Basri, the companion of Anas b. Malik, may Allah the
Most High be pleased with him. He was the hafiz (hadith scientist) of his time, and he is

famous for tadlis. Al-Nasai and others described him with it.8
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:The sixth narrator is trustworthy as well, as affirmed by al-Hafiz

p: 38

هقث يرصبلا  یلیدلا  دوسلأا  یبأ  نب  برح  وبأ 

Abu Harb b. Abi al-Aswad al-Dili al-Basri: Thiqah (trustworthy)9

:With regards to the last narrator, al-Hafiz states

هقث  …. یلیدلا دوسلأا  وبأ 

Abu al-Aswad al-Dili....: Thiqah (trustworthy)10

In a word, all the narrators are trustworthy. But, there are three issues with the chain.
The fourth narrator (Sa’id) did tadlis a lot and also became confused. The question is:
does his tadlis affect his narrations from Qatadah, especially as he has narrated in an
‘an-‘an manner? Moreover, did the third narrator (Ibn Abi ‘Adi) hear from him before
or during his confusion? Lastly, Qatadah himself was famous for tadlis. So, does his

?tadlis affect his ‘an-‘an reports from Abu Harb

Some of these questions are answered in the following isnad documented by Imam

:al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) in his Sahih

کلام نب  سنأ  نع  هداتق  نع  دیعس  نع  يدع  یبأ  نباو  ییحی  انثدح  راشب  نب  دمحم  انثدح 

Muhammad b. Bashar – Yahya and Ibn Abi ‘Adi – Sa’id – Qatadah – Anas b. Malik11

Interestingly, this chain is almost identical to the one we are investigating! We see
that Sa’id has narrated ‘an-‘an from Qatadah, and al-Bukhari considers the sanad to
be sahih. This proves that Sa’id’s tadlis does not affect his ‘an-‘an reports from
Qatadah. It is noteworthy that Qatadah’s ‘an-‘an reports from Anas are also accepted

.as sahih, as in the above chain

In this sanad of al-Bukhari, Ibn Abi ‘Adi is conjoined with Yahya. However, in another
:chain in the same Sahih, he stands alone
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p: 39

هللا یضر  سنأ  نع  هداتق  نع  دیعس  نع  يدع  یبأ  نبا  انثدح  راشب  نب  دمحم  ینثدح 

Muhammad b. Bashar – Ibn Abi ‘Adi – Sa’id – Qatadah – Anas b. Malik12

As such, Ibn Abi ‘Adi authentically transmitted from Sa’id. He apparently narrated
from the Sa’id before the latter’s confusion. Moreover, this isnad reiterates the fact
that Sa’id’s ‘an-‘an reports from Qatadah are sahih. In other words, his tadlis does not

.affect them

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) confirms all our words‘

نع دیعس  نع  يدع  یبأ  نبا  انث  ینثملا : نبا  انثدح 

.نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  دانسإ  اذهو  تلق : هداتق .... 

Ibn al-Muthanna – Ibn Abi ‘Adi – Sa’id – Qatadah.... I (al-Albani) say: This chain is sahih
upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.13

:Imam Ibn Khuzaymah (d. 311 H) also records

یسوم ابأ  ینعی  يرعشلأا  نع  همیمت  یبأ  نع  هداتق  نع  دیعس  نع  يدع  یبأ  نبا  انثدح  لااق :  یسوم  وبأ  راشب و  نب  دمحم  انثدح 

Muhammad b. Bashar and Abu Musa – Ibn Abi ‘Adi – Sa’id – Qatadah – Abu Tamimah

– Abu Musa al-Ash’ari.14

:Dr. Al-A’zami declares

حیحص هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih15

Needless to say, Ibn Khuzaymah also considers the sanad to be sahih, and has
.therefore included it in his Sahih

:The bottom-line is as follows

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 46 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.Ibn Abi ‘Adi authentically narrated from Sa’id, before the latter’s confusion . 1

p: 40

The ‘an-‘an reports of Sa’id from Qatadah are sahih. The former’s tadlis does not . 3
.affect them

Some ‘an-‘an reports of Qatadah – like those from Anas and Abu Tamimah – are . 5
.also sahih. Qatadah’s tadlis has no effect on them

The big question, at this point, is: what is the status of Qatadah’s ‘an-‘an narrations
from Abu Harb? According to high-ranking Sunni muhadithun, such narrations are

:sahih. For instance, ‘Allamah al-Albani states

برْحَ یبأ  نع  هداتق  نع  هبورُعَ  یبأ  نبا  نع  ییحی  ان  ددسم : انثدح 

.یلع نع  هیبأ  نع  دوسلأا  یبأ  نبا 

حیحص دانسإ  اذهو  تلق :

Musaddad – Yahya – (Sa’id) b. Abi ‘Arubah – Qatadah – Abu Harb b. Abi al-Aswad – his
.father – ‘Ali

I say: This chain is sahih.16

This chain, like some others, is almost identical with that of the report from Ibn Abi
Hatim. Here, the ‘Allamah confirms that the ‘an-‘an reports of Sa’id from Qatadah are
sahih, as well as Qatadah’s ‘an-‘an narrations from Abu Harb. Shaykh al-Arnauṭ too

:backs him

یلع نع  هیبأ  نع  دوسلأا  یبأ  نب  برح  یبأ  نع  هداتق  نع  ماشه  انث  ثراولا  دـبع  نب  دمـصلا  دـبع  اـنث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
ملسم طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ  هنع ....  هللا  یضر 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad b. Hanbal) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) - ‘Abd al-Samad b. ‘Abd‘
al-Warith – Hisham – Qatadah – Abu Harb b. Abi al-Aswad – his father – ‘Ali, may Allah

be pleased with him.... Its chain is sahih upon the standard of Muslim.17

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 47 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 41

:Imam Abu Ya’la further records

یبأ نب  یلع  نع  دوسلأا  یبأ  نع  یلیدـلا  دوسلأا  نب  برح  یبأ  نع  هداتق  نع  یبأ  ینثدـح  ماـشه  نب  ذاـعم  انثدـح  هللا  دـیبع  انثدـح 
بلاط

Ubayd Allah – Mu’adh b. Hisham – my father – Qatadah – Abu Harb b. al-Aswad al-‘
Duli – Abu al-Aswad – ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.18

:Shaykh Dr. Asad comments

حیحص هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih19

In a simple summary, the athar from Ibn Abi Hatim about how ‘Umar sentenced a
woman to death for delivering the baby only after six months of pregnancy has an
impeccably sahih chain. All the narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), and the sanad is

.fully connected

There are some serious substantive and procedural problems with the judgment of
‘Umar, which reveal a lot about him. He sentenced the woman to death by stoning.
This suggests that he had convicted her of adultery. His only proof against her was

that she delivered her baby only after six months of her known pregnancy. In the
obviously invalid view of ‘Umar, a six-month pregnancy was absolutely impossible. As
such, the woman must have been secretly pregnant before her husband started
counting the days of her pregnancy – apparently, from the date of their last
successful encounter (by his calculations). In other words, while her husband was

having sexual intercourse with her (and most probably, it was their first time), she was

.already secretly pregnant for another man

p: 42

:The Book of Allah has laid down the procedural law in all cases of zina
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نوقسافلا مه  کئلوأو  ادبأ  هداهش  مهل  اولبقت  لاو  هدلج  نینامث  مهودلجاف  ءادهش  هعبرأب  اوتأی  مل  مث  تانصحملا  نومری  نیذلاو 

Those who accuse chaste women, and do not produce four witnesses, flog them with

eighty stripes, and reject their testimony forever, they indeed are the liars.20

So, in order to establish the charge of zina against anyone, four witnesses who saw
the crime with their own eyes must be called upon to testify. Without the production
of those four witnesses, the accuser himself must be penalized, and declared an

.eternal liar whose future testimonies must always be rejected

Was ‘Umar aware of the above verse? The answer is not clear. What is undeniable
however is that he paid absolutely no attention to it. He never demanded the
testimony of four eye-witnesses to support his charge of zina against the woman. He
simply convicted her based upon his mere suspicion. This singular incident casts a

.huge dark cloak over ‘Umar till the Hour

Firstly, ‘Umar had wrongly convicted the woman of adultery without evidence. He
never demanded or presented four witnesses to support his conviction (which in
essence is also an accusation). Therefore, he himself deserved to be flogged with

eighty stripes and declared a persona non grata within the Islamic Ummah. The other
persons who dragged the woman to him also needed to be investigated. If they too
had accused her of zina without calling four eye-witnesses to testify, then each of

.them must also be punished in the same manner as ‘Umar

p: 43

Secondly, let us assume that ‘Umar did not merely rely upon unfounded suspicion in
convicting the woman. Rather, four eye-witnesses who saw her in the middle of the
adultery were summoned, and they testified. Therefore, she was indeed guilty and
truly deserved the stoning penalty. Where then was her partner in the crime? What

sentence did ‘Umar hand down upon him? If two people committed zina, is it only the
woman that can be punished? Are men supposed to go scotfree for their crimes of
adultery? It is extremely strange that ‘Umar was itching to send the woman to her

!grave, without asking a single question about her accomplice
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Footnote

Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Hatim al-Razi, Tafsir Ibn Abi Hatim (al- . 1
Maktabah al-‘Asriyyah) [annotator: As’ad Muhammad al-Tayyib], vol. 2, p. 428, * 2264

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 2
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 9th edition, 1413 H) [annotators of the thirteenth

volume: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and ‘Ali Abu Zayd], vol. 13, p. 247, * 129

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 3
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. 58, *

5772

Shams al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. al-Dhahabi al-Dimashqi, al- . 4
Kashif fi Ma’rifat Man Lahu Riwayat fi al-Kutub al-Sittah (Jeddah: Dar al-Qiblah li al-
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The khalifah of Muslims is their supreme judge on every aspect of their religion, like
the Messenger of Allah. As such, Muslims are required to refer all their religious
problems and disputes to him for judgment, and his verdicts are binding over them.
This function necessitates that the khalifah be the most knowledgeable of the
Ummah throughout his administration. Otherwise, he would be unfit for the grand
office. Issuing correct religious verdicts on all types of religious questions and

.disputes, from all persons of all calibres, certainly requires unparalleled knowledge

During his rule, a man came to ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab with his personal religious
:problem. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) records about how the khalifah handled it

p: 46

نب دیعـس  نع  رذ  نع  مکحلا  ینثدـح  لاـق  هبعـش  نع  ناـطقلا ) دیعـس  نبا  ینعی   ) ییحی انثدـح  يدـبعلا  مشاـه  نـب  هللادـبع  ینثدـح 
ریمأ ای  رکذـت  اـمأ  راـمع  لاـقف  لـصت  ـلا  لاـقف  ءاـم  دـجأ  ملف  تبنجأ  ینإ   : لاـقف رمع  یتأ  ـلاجر  نأ  هیبأ  نع  يزبأ  نب  نمحرلادـبع 

هللا یلـص  یبنلا  لاقف  تیلـصو  بارتلا  یف  تکعمتف  انأ  امأو  لصت  ملف  تنأ  امأف  ءام  دجن  ملف  انبنجأف  هیرـس  یف  تنأو  انأ  ذإ  نینمؤملا 
لاق رامع  ای  هللا  قتا  رمع  لاقف  کیفکو  کهجو  امهب  حسمت  مث  خفنت  مث  ضرلأا  کیدیب  برضت  نأ  کیفکی  ناک  امنإ  ملـس  هیلع و 

هب ثدحأ  مل  تئش  نإ 

Abd Allah b. Hisham al-‘Abdi – Yahya b. Sa’id al-Qaṭṭan – Shu’bah – al-Hakam – Dharr ‘
:– Sa’id b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abza – his father

A man came to 'Umar and said: “I have seminal discharges and I cannot find water (to
do the ghusl)”. He (‘Umar) said, “Do not perform Salat.” So, ‘Ammar said, “Do you
remember, O Amir al-Muminin, when I and you were in a military detachment and we

had seminal discharges and could not find water and you (‘Umar) did not perform the
Salat. As for me, I rolled myself in dust and performed the Salat. So, the Prophet,
peace be upon him, said, “It was enough for you to strike the soil with your hands and
then blow and then wipe your face and palms”. Umar said: “Fear Allah, O Ammar!”

Therefore, he (‘Ammar) replied, “If you so like, I would not narrate it”.1

p: 47

:There are some really interesting facts in this narration
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Umar and Ammar, radhiyallahu ‘anhu, were both together in a military detachment,‘
.and they had seminal discharges

Ammar rolled himself in the soil in order to cleanse himself for Salat, due to a lack of
.water. He had no divine guidance for the act. It was only his intuition

Umar, on his part, completely refrained from offering any Salat as long as he could‘
.not find water

Both recounted their experiences to the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi,
who taught them tayammum as the correct step should they encounter a similar

.situation

During ‘Umar’s rule, a man came to him with the same problem that he personally
had gone through. But, rather than offer to him the solution of tayammum as taught

!by the Prophet, ‘Umar instructed the man with his own initial wrong step

Ammar attempted to remind ‘Umar of the Sunnah in such situations. But, the latter‘
!simply did not want to hear about it

There are a number of questions here. First and foremost, did ‘Umar deliberately
reject the Sunnah or not? This depends upon whether he actually remembered the
incident involving him and ‘Ammar. If he did, and still gave the ruling that he gave,
then he would have been contemptuous of the Sunnah. Moreover, even if he had
completely forgotten it, why did he not act on ‘Ammar’s reminder? From the look of it,
he was not convinced by ‘Ammar’s narration. He most probably had very serious
doubts about the accuracy of ‘Ammar’s hadith. Therefore, he saw no real reason to

.alter his decision on the matter

p: 48

So, the best-case scenario is that ‘Umar had absolutely forgotten the incident of
tayammum, which involved him personally and directly. In addition, when ‘Ammar

attempted to revive his memory of the event, he had grave trust issues with the
latter’s report. Therefore, he did not remember, and there was no other reliable
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source to bring back his memories of the incident. The worst-case scenario is that
‘Umar actually remembered the hadith, or was at least successfully reminded of it by
‘Ammar. Yet, he thought that his personal solution to the issue before him outweighed

the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah. As such, he was in contempt of Muhammad

.and his teachings

We will go with the best-case scenario. ‘Umar had completely forgotten, and was not
successfully reminded. This fact casts a mammoth shadow of doubt over ‘Umar’s
memory power. Since he forgot the incident of tayammum so completely and
absolutely, it is extremely uncertain that he was able to remember many – if not most

- other teachings of the Prophet that were necessary in his discharge of his day-to-
day judicial functions. The end result is that he lacked the requisite scholarly prowess

for the office. The natural product of absolutely forgetting anything is complete

.ignorance of it

Something that baffles the mind is how ‘Umar came to the conclusion that he could
issue rulings in the Shari’ah with his personal opinions simply because he had
forgotten, or did not know, the correct positions. Is ignorance an excuse for the

:adoption of personal opinions in the Law of Allah? The Qur’an answers

p: 49

نورفاکلا مه  کئلوأف  هللا  لزنأ  امب  مکحی  مل  نمو 

Whosoever does NOT give rulings, verdicts, judgments, or commands based upon
what Allah has revealed, such people are the infidels.2

Therefore, giving a ruling by personal opinion amounts to disbelief (kufr), according to
Allah. Why did ‘Umar take such an extreme risk? He should have simply remained

silent, or sought the advice of superior jurists like Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam,
Ibn ‘Abbas, radhiyallahu ‘anhu, and others. His reliance upon personal opinion in
issuing a ruling in the Shari’ah of Allah was a very wrong step. It saved neither him,

.nor the man who came to him for judgment
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Perhaps, the most disturbing part is that the ruling of tayammum is explicitly stated at
:two different places in the Book of Allah

اوحـسماف اـبیط  ادیعـص  اوممیتف  ءاـم  اودـجت  ملف  ءاـسنلا  متـسملا  وأ  طـئاغلا  نم  مکنم  دـحأ  ءاـج  وأ  رفـس  یلع  وأ  یـضرم  متنک  نإو 
مکیدیأو مکهوجوب 

And if you are ill, or on a journey, or one of you comes after answering the call of
nature, or you have had sexual intercourse with women and you cannot find water,

perform tayammum with clean soil and rub therewith your faces and hands.3

It is apparent. Despite the double presence of the ruling of tayammum in the Qur’an,
‘Umar did NOT know it. This raises a blood-red flag on ‘Umar’s knowledge of the Book
of Allah. Obviously, he was not a hafiz (memorizer) of the Qur’an. Secondly, his
knowledge of its verses, and of al-Fiqh, must have been extremely deficient, as

!tayammum is only one of the beginner’s courses in Islamic jurisprudence

p: 50

Umar’s controversial judgment expectedly split the Ummah. There were his loyalists‘
who thought that his clearly invalid ruling was more correct than the Qur’an and
Sunnah! There were also his opponents who sided with Allah and His Messenger. One
of the staunchest loyalists of ‘Umar was ‘Abd Allah b. Mas’ud, a very senior Sahabi.

:Imam Muslim records

نع شمعلأا  نع  هیواعم  وبأ  انثدـح  رکب  وبأ  لاـق  هیواـعم  یبأ  نع  اـعیمج  ریمن  نباو  هبیـش  یبأ  نب  رکب  وبأو  ییحی  نب  ییحی  انثدـح 
ءاملا دـجی  ملف  بنجأ  لاجر  نأ  ول  تیأرأ  نمحرلا  دـبع  ابأ  ای  مث  یـسوم  وبأ  لاقف  یـسوم  یبأو  هللا  دـبع  عم  اسلاج  تنک  لاـق  قیقش 

ملف هدئاملا  هروس  یف  هیلآا  هذهب  فیکف  یـسوم  وبأ  لاق  ارهـش  ءاملا  دجی  مل  نإو  ممیتی  هللا لا  دبع  لاقف  هلاـصلاب  عنـصی  فیک  ارهش 
وبأ لاقف  دیعصلاب  اوممیتی  نأ  ءاملا  مهیلع  درب  اذإ  کشولأ  هیلآا  هذه  یف  مهل  صخر  ول  هللادبع  لاقف  ابیط  ادیعـص  اوممیتف  ءام  اودجت 

دیعصلا یف  تغرمتف  ءاملا  دجأ  ملف  تبنجأف  هجاح  یف  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ینثعب  رامع  لوق  عمـست  ملأ  هللا  دبعل  یـسوم 
برـض مث  اذکه  کیدیب  لوقت  نأ  کیفکی  ناک  امنإ  لاقف  هل  کلذ  ترکذف  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  تیتأ  مث  هبادلا  غرمت  امک 

رامع لوقب  عنقی  مل  رمع  رت  مل  وأ  هللا  دبع  لاقف  ههجوو  هیفک  رهاظو  نیمیلا  یلع  لامشلا  حسم  مث  هدحاو  لوصح  ضرلأا  هیدیب 

Yahya b. Yahya, Abu Bakr b. Abi Shaybah and Ibn Numayr – Abu Mu’awiyah – al-
:A’mash – Shaqiq
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I was sitting with ‘Abd Allah (b. Mas’ud) and Abu Musa (al-Ash’ari). So, Abu Musa

asked: “O Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman, what is your opinion: if a man had a seminal discharge
and could not find water for one month, how should he do about the Salat? ‘Abd Allah
replied, “He should NOT perform tayammum even if he cannot find water for a

”. month

p: 51

Abu Musa then said, “What about this verse in Surat al-Maidah said, ‘And you cannot
find water, then perform tayammum with clean soil’?” ‘Abd Allah replied, “If they were

allowed on the basis of this verse, there is a possibility that they would perform
tayammum with soil even if water were available but cold.” So, Abu Musa said to ‘Abd
Allah, “Have you not heard the statement of ‘Ammar: ‘The Messenger of Allah, peace
be upon him, sent me on an errand and I had a seminal discharge, but could not find
water. So I rolled myself in the soil just as a beast rolls itself. Then, I came to the
Prophet, peace be upon him then and mentioned that to him and he (the Messenger)
said: “It would have been enough for you to do thus”. Then he struck the earth with his
hands once and wiped his right hand with the help of his left hand and the exterior of
his palms and his face’.” ‘Abd Allah replied: “Didn't you see that ‘Umar was NOT

satisfied with the statement of ‘Ammar?”4

Abu Musa was on the side of the Qur’an and Sunnah, and sought to correct Ibn
Mas’ud on his diehard ‘Umarist stance on tayammum. The former quoted the Book of
Allah and the explicit teaching of His Messenger. Ibn Mas’ud however rejected both,
citing excuses. He could not allow the people to follow the Qur’an, because there was

a “possibility” that they would abuse its ruling. Well, this same logic could be employed

to turn down everything that Islam teaches! Moreover, Ibn Mas’ud equally refused
the Sunnah of the Prophet only because ‘Umar was not satisfied with ‘Ammar’s

!hadith

p: 52

Footnote
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Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 1, p. 280,

*112

Qur’an 5:44 . 2

Qur’an 4:43 and 5:6 . 3

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 4
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 1, p. 280,

*110

Hadith Al-Qadha, An Age Of Jungle Justice IV . 7

Hadith Al-Qadha, An Age Of Jungle Justice IV

Tayammum was not the only topic in Islamic jurisprudence that ‘Umar had great
difficulty grasping. There were many others, even according to his own confessions.

.We will be briefly examining a few examples and their implications

:Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) opens the discussion

ربنم یلع  رمع  بطخ   : لاق امهنع  هللا  یـضر  رمع  نبا  نع  یبعـشلا  نع  یمیتلا  نایح  یبأ  نع  ییحی  انثدح  ءاجر  یبأ  نب  دمحأ  انثدح 
لـسعلاو ریعـشلاو  هطنحلاو  رمتلاو  بنعلا  ءایـشأ  هسمخ  نم  یهو  رمخلا  میرحت  لزن  دـق  هـنإ  لاـقف  ملـس  هـیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوـسر 

باوبأو هللاکلاو  دجلا  ادهع  انیلإ  دهعی  یتح  انقرافی  مل  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  تددو  ثلاثو  لقعلا .  رماخ  ام  رمخلاو 
ابرلا باوبأ  نم 

Ahmad b. Abi Rajah – Yahya – Abu Hayyan al-Tamimi – Shu’bi – Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah
:be pleased with them both

Umar delivered a sermon on the pulpit of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,‘
saying, “Verily, there was revealed an order making alcohol haram, and it is made

from five things: grape, date, wheat, barley and honey. Alcohol is whatsoever clouds
the mind. I wish the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, had not left us before he
could explain three matters to us: the inheritance of the grandfather, kalalah and

various types of riba (usury).”1
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p: 53

:Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) records too

هللا لوسر  ربنم  یلع  رمع  بطخ  لاـق : رمع  نبا  نع  یبعـشلا  نع  ناـیح  یبأ  نع  رهـسم  نب  یلع  انثدـح  هبیـش  یبأ  نب  رکب  وبأ  انثدـح 
هطنحلا نم  ءایـشأ  هسمخ  نم  یهو  لزن  موی  اهمیرحت  لزن  رمخلا  نإو  لاأ  دعب  امأ  لاق  مث  هیلع  ینثأو  هللا  دمحف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

ناک ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  سانلا  اهیأ  تددو  ءایـشأ  هثلاثو  لقعلا  رماخ  اـم  رمخلاو  لـسعلاو  بیبزلاو  رمتلاو  ریعـشلاو 
ابرلا باوبأ  نم  باوبأو  هللاکلاو  دجلا  اهیف  انیلإ  دهع 

:Abu Bakr b. Abi Shaybah – ‘Ali b. Mas-har – Abu Hayyan – al-Sha’bi – Ibn ‘Umar

Umar delivered a sermon on the pulpit of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.‘
He thanked Allah and praised him. Then he said, “Now, coming to the point: verily,
there was revealed an order making alcohol haram on the day it was revealed. It is
made from five things: wheat, barley, date, raisin and honey. Alcohol is anything which

clouds the intellect. There are three matters, O people, that I wish the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, had explained to us: inheritance of the grandfather, kalalah

and various types of riba (usury).2

:Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) documents too

لاق هنع  هللا  یـضر  رمع  نع  هرم  نع  هرم  نب  ورمع  نع  نایفـس  انث  میعن  وبأ  انث  دـلاخ  نب  مثیهلا  اـنث  هبقع  نب  دـمحم  نب  یلع  اـنربخأو 
ابرلاو هللاکلاو  هفلاخلا  اهیف  امو  ایندلا  نم  یلإ  بحأ  انل  مهنیب  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نوکی  نلأ  ثلاث 

p: 54

Ali b. Muhammad b. ‘Uqbah – al-Haytham b. Khalid – Abu Na’im – Sufyan – ‘Amr b.‘
:Marrah – Marrah – ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him

There are three matters. Had the Prophet, peace be upon him, clearly explained“
them to us, that would have been more beloved to me than this world and

whatsoever is in it: the khilafah (caliphate), kalalah and riba (usury)”.3

:Al-Hakim says

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 
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This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs4

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) agrees

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim5)

:Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241 H) has an even clearer report

لزن ام  رخآ  نا  هنع : هللا  یضر  رمع  لاق  لاق  بیـسملا  نب  دیعـس  نع  هداتق  انث  هبورع  یبأ  نب  نع  ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
هبیرلاو ابرلا  اوعدف  اهرسفی  ملو  ضبق  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  ناو  ابرلا  هیآ  نآرقلا  نم 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad b. Hanbal) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya – Ibn Abi ‘
:‘Arubah – Qatadah – Sa’id b. al-Musayyab

Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “Verily, the last of what was revealed in‘
the Qur’an was the Verse of Riba. And verily, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon

him, died and never explained it. Therefore, avoid riba and doubt.6

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ comments

p: 55

نیخیشلا لاجر  تاقث  هلاجر  نسح 

It is hasan. Its narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), narrators of the two Shaykhs.7

Apparently, ‘Umar did not know the Islamic rulings and teachings concerning the
inheritance of the grandfather (from his grandchild), kalalah, usury (riba) and the
khilafah. He therefore placed the blame on the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi
wa alihi, and accused him of never explaining them to his Ummah. His allegations

:however directly contradict these verses

نیبملا غلابلا  لاإ  لوسرلا  یلع  امو 

The duty of the Messenger is only to convey in a clear way.8
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مهیلإ لزن  ام  سانلل  نیبتل  رکذلا  کیلإ  انلزنأو 

And We have sent down unto you (Muhammad) al-Dhikr (i.e. the Qur’an) that you may

explain clearly to mankind what is sent down to them.9

Therefore, if the Prophet had not explained clearly a single item of his risalah, he
would have failed in his mission. Allah however testifies in favour of His Messenger,
that he actually conveyed and explained everything clearly to the Ummah. This was

:why He declared the religion completed and perfect

انید ملاسلإا  مکل  تیضرو  یتمعن  مکیلع  تممتأو  مکنید  مکل  تلمکأ  مویلا 

This Day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favour upon you, and
have chosen for you Islam as your religion.10

This is an unmistakable testimony that the Messenger did explain everything in a
clear, explicit and simple manner to his followers. He successfully fulfilled his mission.
It was ‘Umar that had once again forgotten completely that the Messenger

.performed his duty

p: 56

One then wonders how ‘Umar handled questions and disputes regarding the
inheritance of the grandfather, kalalah, usury and the khilafah that were brought to
his court. He either relied upon his personal opinion – as in the case of tayammum – or
rather guessed and gambled in his judgments. Another possibility was that he would

refer those issues to superior jurists among the Sahabah, radhiyallah ‘anhum, for
help. In all cases, his competency as even an ordinary judge falls into serious doubt. It
gets really worse when one considers that ‘Umar was the sovereign judge, and that

.there was no right of appeal against his rulings and judgments

Of the four subjects, ‘Umar had particular difficulty in grasping kalalah. He never
understood it till his death. So, we will flash light upon it, as this situation reveals some

:more information about him. Imam Muslim records
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هداتق انثدح  ماشه  انثدح  دیعـس  نب  ییحی  انثدح  لااق  ینثملا ) نبلا  ظفللاو   ) ینثملا نب  دمحمو  یمدـقملا  رکب  یبأ  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح 
رکذو ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  یبن  رکذف  هعمج  موی  بطخ  باطخلا  نب  رمع  نأ  هحلط  یبأ  نب  نادعم  نع  دعجلا  یبأ  نب  ملاس  نع 

هللاکلا یف  هتعجار  ام  ءیش  یف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  تعجار  ام  هللاکلا  نم  مهأ  ائیـش  يدعب  عدأ  ینإ لا  لاق  مث  رکب  ابأ 
هروس رخآ  یف  یتلا  فیـصلا  هیآ  کیفکت  لاأ  رمع  ای  لاقو  يردـص  یف  هعبـصأب  نعط  یتح  هیف  یل  ظلغأ  ام  ءیـش  یف  یل  ظلغأ  اـمو 

نآرقلا أرقی  نمو لا  نآرقلا  أرقی  نم  اهب  یضقی  هیضقب  اهیف  ضقأ  شعأ  نإ  ینإو  ءاسنلا ؟ 

p: 57

Muhammad b. Abi Bakr al-Muqaddami and Muhammad b. al-Muthanna – Yahya b.
:Sa’id – Hisham – Qatadah – Salim b. Abi al-Ja’d – Ma’dan b. Abi Talhah

Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab delivered a sermon on Friday and mentioned the Prophet of Allah,‘
peace be upon him, and also mentioned Abu Bakr. Then he said, “I do not abandon
behind me anything more important than kalalah. I did not refer to the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, concerning anything as I referred to him concerning
kalalah. And he was never as harsh to me concerning anything as he was harsh to me

about it, so much that he struck my chest with his fingers and said, “O ‘Umar, is the
Verse of the Summer, which is at the end of Surat al-Nisa, not sufficient for you?” If I
(‘Umar) lived longer, I would give judge concerning it (i.e. kalalah) with a judgment

that would be the precedent for all future judgments concerning it by those who could
read the Qur’an and those who could not read the Qur’an.”11

:Imam Ahmad again documents

لاق هحلط  یبأ  نب  نادعم  نع  دعجلا  یبأ  نب  ملاس  نع  هداتق  نع  هبورع  یبأ  نب  دیعـس  نع  لیعامـسإ  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدـح 
یف هعبـصأب  نعط  یتح  هللاکلا  نع  هتلأس  امم  رثکأ  ءیـش  نع  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  تلأـس  اـم  هنع : هللا  یـضر  رمع  لاـق 

ءاسنلا هروس  رخآ  یف  یتلا  فیصلا  هیآ  کیفکت  لاقو  يردص 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad b. Hanbal) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Isma’il – Sa’id b. Abi‘
:‘Arubah – Qatadah – Salim b. Abi al-Ja’d – Ma’dan b. Abi Talhah

p: 58

Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “I never asked the Messenger of Allah,‘
peace be upon him, about anything more (repeatedly) than I asked him about kalalah
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so much that he struck my chest with his fingers and said, “O ‘Umar, is the Verse of
the Summer, which is at the end of Surat al-Nisa, not sufficient for you?”12

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ comments

تاقث هلاجر  ملسم  طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of Muslim. Its narrators are thiqah

(trustworthy).13

So, ‘Umar’s most difficult topic was kalalah. Although he was basically clueless about
the other topics as well, kalalah proved the most stubborn of them to him. He
repeatedly questioned the Messenger of Allah about it. It was the Prophet’s job to
explain things clearly to him each time, and we believe he did that each time ‘Umar

came to him. In the end, the Messenger got frustrated and baffled by ‘Umar’s inability
to comprehend a fairly straightforward topic like kalalah, even after several
explanations! What exactly is so difficult about it? Moreover, the Prophet thought that
there was a verse about kalalah at the end of Surat al-Nisa, which was fully self-
explanatory and ordinarily should be sufficient for anyone without further

commentary14. Why was ‘Umar still unable to grasp it, despite the verse and the
?repeated explanations

Surprisingly, ‘Umar apparently read the Verse of the Summer (before or after the
Messenger of Allah referred him to it) but could not understand its simple rules. Worse

still, the Prophet repeatedly explained it to him, and he nonetheless did not get it! This
raises some grave concerns about ‘Umar’s comprehension skills. It also apparently

.reveals why the Messenger became frustrated and harsh with him

p: 59

Does justice dispensation require very high comprehension skills on the part of the
.judge? We leave the answer to our esteemed reader

Footnote
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-J’ufi, al- . 1
Jami’ al-Ṣahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 5, p. 2122, * 5266

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 2
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 2322,

(* 32 (3032

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 3
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Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 11
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 3, p. 1236,
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p: 60
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It is Qur’an 4:176, usually read together with Qur’an 4:12. Both are about kalalah. . 14
Meanwhile, the first is generally believed, among the Ahl al-Sunnah, to be about full

.siblings, while the latter concerns maternal siblings

Hadith Al-Qadha, An Age Of Jungle Justice V . 8

Hadith Al-Qadha, An Age Of Jungle Justice V

As the chief law enforcement officer of the Ummah, the khalifah has the authority to
arrest and prosecute anyone who commits an offence in his presence. There is no
requirement anywhere that the crime must be reported to him by someone else
before he could arrest and prosecute. Imam ‘Abd al-Razzaq (d. 211 H) records an

:instance where ‘Umar, as the khalifah, invoked this authority

یف رمع  دجو  تلاق : هیفـص  نع  عفان  نع  رمعمو  .دیبع  یبأ  هنبا  هیفـص  نع  عفان  نع  رمع  نب  هللا  دیبع  انربخأ  لاق : قازرلا  دـبع  انربخأ 
قسیوف تنأ  لب  لاق : دشیور . ، لاق : کمسا ؟ ام  لاقو : هتیب ، قرحف  رمخلا  یف  هدلج  ناک  دقو  ارمخ ، فیقث  نم  لجر  تیب 

:Abd al-Razzaq – ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Umar AND Ma’mar – Nafi’ – Safiyyah b. Abi ‘Ubayd‘

Umar discovered alcohol in the house of a man from (the tribe of) Thaqif. He (the‘
man) had already been lashed for alcohol consumption in the past. Therefore, he
(‘Umar) burnt his house, and asked, “What is your name?” He (the man) replied,

“Ruwayshid.” He (‘Umar) retorted, “Rather, you are Fuwaysiq (an abusive word)”.1

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) states about the first narrator

p: 61

ظفاح هقث  یناعنصلا  رکب  وبأ  مهلاوم  يریمحلا  عفان  نب  مامه  نب  قازرلا  دبع 

Abd al-Razzaq b. Hammam b. Nafi’ al-Humayri, their freed slave, Abu Bakr al-San’ani:‘
Thiqah (trustworthy), hafiz (a hadith scientist).2

There are two second narrators. So, this is what al-Hafiz has to say about Second
:Narrator A

تبث هقث  نامثع  وبأ  یندملا  يرمعلا  باطخلا  نب  رمع  نب  مصاع  نب  صفح  نب  رمع  نب  هللا  دیبع 
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Ubayd Allah b. ‘Umar b. Hafs b. ‘Asim b. ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab al-‘Umari al-Madani, Abu‘
‘Uthman: Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt (accurate).3

:He also says about Second Narrator B

لضاف تبث  هقث  نمیلا  لیزن  يرصبلا  هورع  وبأ  مهلاوم  يدزلأا  دشار  نب  رمعم 

Ma’mar b. Rashid al-Azdi, their freed slave, Abu ‘Urwah al-Basri, he lived in Yemen:
Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt (accurate), fadhil (meritorious).4

:Both second narrators transmitted from Nafi’, about whom al-Hafiz states

روهشم هیقف  تبث  هقث  رمع  نبا  یلوم  یندملا  هللا  دبع  وبأ  عفان 

Nafi’, Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Madani, freed slave of Ibn ‘Umar: Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt
(accurate), a well-known jurist.5

:Al-Hafiz seals it with these comments about the last narrator

هقث یلجعلا  لاقو  ینطقرادلا  هرکنأو  كاردإ  اهل  لیق  رمع  نب  جوز  هیفقثلا  دوعسم  نب  دیبع  یبأ  تنب  هیفص 

Safiyyah b. Abi ‘Ubayd b. Mas’ud al-Thaqafiyyah, the wife of Ibn ‘Umar. It is said that
she met the Prophet, but al-Daraquṭni denies that. Al-‘Ijli said: Thiqah (trustworthy).6

p: 62

Safiyyah is also a narrator of Sahih Muslim.7

In summary, the above chain is impeccably sahih. Elsewhere, ‘Abd al-Razzaq has
:recorded the exact same report with this chain

هیفص نع  عفان  نع  بویأ  نع  رمعم  انربخأ  لاق : قازرلا  دبع  انربخأ 

Abd al-Razzak – Ma’mar – Ayub – Nafi’ - Safiyyah8‘

:The only new name is Ayub. So, who is he? Al-Hafiz answers

دابعلا ءاهقفلا  رابک  نم  هجح  تبث  هقث  يرصبلا  رکب  وبأ  ینایتخسلا .…  سلج  همیمت  یبأ  نب  بویأ 
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Ayub b. Abi Tamimah al-Sakhtayani, Abu Bakr al-Basri: Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt
(accurate), hujjah (an authority in hadith), from the greatest jurists and worshippers

of Allah.9

!In other words, the athar about ‘Umar is doubly sahih

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) also has some further words‘

یتـح یفقثلا  دـشیور  تیب  قرحأ  رمع  تیأر  لاـق : فوع  نب  نمحرلا  دـبع  نب  میهاربإ  نع  ( 189  / 1  " ) ینکلا یف  یبلاودـلا  يور 
هریبکلا عماجلا  یف "  امک  دیبع  یبا  تنب  هیفص  نع  قازرلا  دبع  هاورو  .حیحـص  هدنـسو  .رمخلا  عیبی  انراج  ناکو  همح  وأ  هرمج  هنأک 

اضیأ حیحص  هدنسو  رمع  نبا  نع  ص 103 )  " ) لاوملأا یف "  دیبع  وبأو  ( 1  / 204  / 3 " )

Al-Dawlabi reported in al-Kuni (1/189) on the authority Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b.
‘Awf that he said: “I saw ‘Umar burning the house of Ruwayshid al-Thaqafi until it
became like firebrand or a hot spring. He was our neighbour who sold alcohol.” Its

.chain is sahih

p: 63

Abd al-Razzaq also narrated on the authority of Safiyyah bint Abi ‘Ubayd, as stated in‘
al-Jami’ al-Kabirah (3/204/1) as well as Abu ‘Ubayd in al-Amwal (p. 103) on the authority

of Ibn ‘Umar, and its chain is sahih too.10

:Interestingly, this Ruwayshid was one of the Sahabah! Al-Hafiz states

میهاربإ نب  دعس  انا  بئذ  یبأ  نب  لاق  بارشلا  هعیب  ببـسب  رمع  عم  هصق  هلو  كاردإ  هل  یندملا  مث  یفئاطلا  جلاع  وبأ  یفقثلا  دشیور 
هتنی ملف  رمع  هاهنف  بارشلا  هیف  عیبی  ناکو  دشیور  تیب  قارحاب  رمأ  رمع  نا  هیبأ  نع  فوع  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نب 

Ruwayshid al-Thaqafi, Abu ‘Alaj al-Taifi al-Madani: He met the Prophet. He also had a
story with ‘Umar due to his selling of alcoholic drinks. Ibn Abi Dhaib said: Sa’d b.
Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Awf narrated to us from his father that ‘Umar ordered
that the house of Ruwayshid be burnt down. He used to sell alcoholic drinks in it.

‘Umar had warned him to desist, but he never desisted.11

:Elsewhere, he reiterates

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 66 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


رمع دـهع  یف  نسلا  کـلتب  ناـک  نم  نـلأ  هباحـصلا  یف  هترکذ  اـمنإو  رمخلا ....  هبرـش  یف  رمع  عم  هصق  هلو  یفقثلا ....  دـشیور .... 
یبنلا عم  عادولا  هجح  دهـشو  ملـسأ  لاإ  دـحأ  فیقثو  شیرق  نم  قبی  ملو  هلاحم  ازیمم لا  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نمز  یف  نوکی 

ملسو هیلع  هللا  یلص 

Ruwayshid ... al-Thaqafi.... He had a story with ‘Umar concerning his consumption of
alcohol.... I have mentioned him among the Sahabah only because whosoever was of
that age (as Ruwayshid) during the time of ‘Umar must certainly have been matured

during the time of the Prophet, peace be upon him. Also, there was no one from the
tribes of Quraysh and Thaqif except that he had accepted Islam and had witnessed

the Farewell Hajj with the Prophet, peace be upon him.12

p: 64

:To summarize

.Ruwayshid was one of the Sahabah of the Prophet, from the tribe of Thaqif

He accepted Islam during the Prophet’s lifetime, met the latter, and did the Farewell

.Hajj with him

During the rule of ‘Umar, Ruwayshid was convicted for alcohol consumption and
.punished

However, after his conviction and punishment, Ruwayshid went ahead to sell alcohol
.in his house

.Umar warned him to desist from selling alcohol, but he refused to stop‘

.So, ‘Umar burnt his house where he was selling the alcohol

The story of Ruwayshid flies in the face of repeated Sunni claims about the piety and
!righteousness of all the Sahabah

It is a bit unclear on what ground ‘Umar burned Ruwayshid’s home. Was it to punish
him for selling alcohol? Or, was it only an effort to disable him from further trading in

?alcohol
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One scenario is that the house-burning was inflicted as a judicial punishment. In other
words, Ruwayshid was summarily tried, convicted and penalized for trading in alcohol.
‘Umar’ judicial sentence was that his house should be burnt to ashes. However,
where did ‘Umar get that idea from? Was it from the Qur’an? Was it from the Sunnah?

:Imam Muslim records the standard procedure in a case like this

نمحرلادبع هءاج  ذإ  راسی  نب  نامیلس  دنع  نحن  انیب  لاق  جشلأا  نب  ریکب  نع  ورمع  ینربخأ  بهو  نبا  انثدح  یسیع  نب  دمحأ  انثدح 
یلـص هللا  لوسر  عمـس  هنأ  يراصنلأا : هدرب  یبأ  نع  هیبأ  نع  رباج  نبا  نمحرلادبع  ینثدح  لاقف  نامیلـس  انیلع  لبقأف  هثدـح  رباج  نب 

هللا دودح  نم  دح  یف  لاإ  طاوسأ  هرشع  قوف  دحأ  دلجی  لوقی لا  ملس  هیلع و  هللا 

p: 65

Ahmad b. ‘Isa – Ibn Wahb – ‘Amr – Bukayr b. al-Ashja’ Sulayman b. Yasar – ‘Abd al-
:Rahman b. Jabir – his father – Abu Bardah al-Ansari

I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying: “None is to be given more

than ten strokes of the cane (in punishment) except in the case of punishments

immutably fixed by Allah.”13

So, the question is whether Allah has immutably fixed the punishment for alcohol
sales business or not. Without an iota of doubt, there is no such fixed penalty for it.
Therefore, the maximum sentence that can be inflicted upon an alcohol seller is ten
lashes. Apparently, ‘Umar did not follow the instructions of Allah in this regard. This

:brought him face-to-face against this verse

نورفاکلا مه  کئلوأف  هللا  لزنأ  امب  مکحی  مل  نمو 

Whosoever does NOT give rulings, verdicts, judgments, or commands based upon
what Allah has revealed, such people are the infidels.14

Another scenario is that ‘Umar actually burnt the house down only to forcefully put
Ruwayshid out of business, without any intention to touch the latter himself

personally for breaking the law. This theory is further strengthened by the fact that
‘Umar had earlier warned Ruwayshid to desist (thereby confirming his full knowledge

of the alcohol trade). However, he made no effort whatsoever to arrest or prosecute
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him. When the latter would not listen to him, he burnt down his house – which also
served as his brewery and alcohol store – solely to shut down his business. Normally,
a caring government closes or destroys illegal ventures within its control. This is
usually to protect the public. In addition to that, the same government proceeds to
prosecute the owner of the illegal business for his crime. In the case of Ruwayshid,

!‘Umar merely burnt his alcohol store, but allowed him to go scotfree

p: 66

A baffling twist to this whole saga is that when another Sahabi was discovered, also
engaging in alcohol business, ‘Umar simply let him be! He did not arrest him. He did

:not prosecute him. He did not burn his house! Imam Muslim records

نع ورمع  نع  هنییع  نب  نایفـس  انثدـح  اولاق  رکب ) یبلأ  ظفللاو   ) میهاربإ نب  قاحـسإو  برح  نب  ریهزو  هبیـش  یبأ  نب  رکب  وبأ  انثدـح 
نعل لاق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  ملعی  ملأ  هرمـس  هللا  لتاق  لاقف  ارمخ  عاب  هرمـس  نأ  رمع  غلب  لاق : سابع  نبا  نع  سواط 

اهوعابف اهولمجف  موحشلا  مهیلع  تمرح  دوهیلا  هللا 

Abu Bakr b. Abi Shaybah, Zuhayr b. Harb and Ishaq b. Ibrahim – Sufyan b. ‘Uyaynah –
:‘Amr – Tawus – Ibn ‘Abbas

Umar was informed that Samrah sold alcohol. So, he said, “May Allah curse Samrah!‘
Does he not know that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: ‘May Allah
curse the Jews. The fat of animals was made haram for them. But they melt it and

sold it.’”15

:Imam Abu Ya’la (d. 307 H) also documents

 : رمع لاقف  ارمخ  هرمـس  عاب  لاق :  سابع  نبا  نع  سوواط  نع  ورمع  نع  هنییع  نب  نایفـس  انثدح  لااق :  دیعـس  وبأ  همثیخ و  وبأ  انثدح 
؟  اهنامثأ اولکأو  اهوعابف  موحشلا  مهیلع  تمرح  دوهیلا  هللا  نعل  لاق :  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  ملعی  ملأ  هرمس  هللا  لتاق 

:Abu Khaythamah and Abu Sa’id – Sufyan b. ‘Uyaynah – ‘Amr – Tawus – Ibn ‘Abbas

p: 67

Samrah sold alcohol. So, ‘Umar said, “May Allah curse Samrah! Does he not know that
the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, ‘May Allah curse the Jews. The fat of
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animals was made haram for them. So, they sold it and ate its price.’”16

:Shaykh Dr. Asad comments

حیحص هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih17

Samrah was a prominent Sahabi. He too traded in alcohol. But, what was ‘Umar’s
response? He merely cursed him by name, and that was it! There was no arrest, and

.no prosecution! Samrah’s house was equally left intact

Footnote

Abu Bakr ‘Abd al-Razzaq b. Hamam al-Ṣa’nani, al-Musannaf [annotator: Habib al- . 1
Rahman al-A’zami], vol. 6, p. 77, * 10051

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 2
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 599, *

4078

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 637, * 4340 . 3

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 202, * 6833 . 4

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 239, * 7111 . 5

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 647, * 8669 . 6

See for instance Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih . 7
Muslim (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-

(Baqi], vol. 2, p. 1126, * 1490 (63-64

Abu Bakr ‘Abd al-Razzaq b. Hamam al-Ṣa’nani, al-Musannaf [annotator: Habib al- . 8
Rahman al-A’zami], vol. 9, p. 230, * 17036

p: 68
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Aimah al-Arba’at (Beirut: Dar al-Bashair; 1st edition, 1996 CE) [annotator: Dr. Ikram

Allah Imdad al-Haqq], vol. 1, p. 539, * 328

Abu al-Fadhl Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Ṣahabah . 12
(Beirut: Dar al-Jil; 1412 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Muhammad Bajawi], vol. 2, p. 500, * 2699

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 13
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 3, p. 1332,

(*1708 (40

Qur’an 5:44 . 14

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 15
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 3, p. 1207,

(*1582 (72

Abu Ya’la Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muthanna al-Mawsili al-Tamimi, Musnad (Damascus: Dar . 16
al-Mamun li al-Turath; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 1, p.

178, * 200

Ibid . 17

Hadith Al-Qadha, An Age Of Jungle Justice VI . 9

Hadith Al-Qadha, An Age Of Jungle Justice VI

Injustice begins the moment a judge begins to show bias towards or against any of
the parties before him in any judicial proceedings. He must be completely impartial

:throughout, and this must be evident in his ruling. The Qur’an commands

p: 69
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امهب یلوأ  اللهاف  اریقف  وأ  اینغ  نکی  نإ  نیبرقلأاو  نیدلاولا  وأ  مکـسفنأ  یلع  ولو  ءادهـش الله  طسقلاب  نیماوق  اونوک  اونمآ  نیذـلا  اهیأ  ای 
اریبخ نولمعت  امب  ناک  هللا  نإف  اوضرعت  وأ  اوولت  نإو  اولدعت  نأ  يوهلا  اوعبتت  لاف 

O you who believe! Stand up firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, even though it be
against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, be he rich or poor, Allah is more

entitled to both (than you). So follow not whims, lest you may avoid justice. And if you
distort your witness or refuse to give it, verily Allah is Ever Well-Acquainted with what

you do.1

During the rule of ‘Umar, a terribly messy case was brought before him involving one
:of his close friends. Let us see how he handled it. Imam al-Tahawi (d. 321 H) records

دیشر نب  میرکلا  دبع  انث  لاق  ییحی  نب  يرـسلا  انثدح  لااق  میرم  یبأ  نب  دیعـسو  ملـسم  نب  نافع  انث  لاق  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  یلع  انثدح 
رخآ ءاج  مث  رمع  نول  ریغتف  هبعش  نب  هریغملا  یلع  دهشف  هنع  هللا  یضر  باطخلا  نب  رمع  یلإ  لجر  ءاج  لاق : يدهنلا  نامثع  یبأ  نع 

ام لاـقف  هیدـیب  كرحی  رخآ  ءاـجو  کلذـل  رکنأو  هیف  کـلذ  اـنفرع  یتح  رمع  نول  ریغتف  دهـشف  رخآ  ءاـج  مث  رمع  نول  ریغتف  دهـشف 
دمحلا لاق  احیبق  ارمأ  تیأر  لاق  یلع  یشغی  نأ  تبرک  یتح  رمع  هحیص  اهب  هبشت  هحیـص  نامثع  وبأ  حاصو  باقعلا  خلـس  ای  كدنع 

اودلجف رفنلا  کئلوأب  رمأف  دمحم  همأب  ناطیشلا  تمشی  مل  يذلا  الله 

p: 70

Ali b. ‘Abd al-Rahman – ‘Affan b. Muslim and Sa’id b. Abi Maryam – al-Sari b. Yahya – ‘
:‘Abd al-Karim b. Rashid – Abu ‘Uthman al-Hindi

A man went to ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab, may Allah be pleased with him, and testified
against al-Mughirah b. Shu’bah. So the colour of ‘Umar changed. Then, another man

came and testified. Therefore, the colour of ‘Umar changed (further). Then, another
man came and testified. As a result the colour of ‘Umar changed (even further) such
that we recognized that in him, and he denied (the charge without investigation) due
to that. Lastly, another man came, demonstrating with his hands. So, he (‘Umar) said,
“What do you have (to say), O remover of the punishment!” Abu ‘Uthman (the sub-
narrator) then shouted to imitate the shout of ‘Umar, such that I (‘Abd al-Karim) was

agonized to the point of fainting. He (the fourth man) said, “I saw a disgusting affair.”
He (‘Umar) said, “All praise be to Allah Who did not allow Shayṭan to rejoice at the
misfortune of the Ummah of Muhammad.” So, he (‘Umar) ordered that those men be
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whipped (for allegedly lying against al-Mughirah).2

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) has copied it into his al-Irwa, and states about it‘

حیحص دانسإو  تلق :

I say: Its chain is sahih.3

:Imam al-Haythami (d. 807 H) records further

یف دورملا  یلإ  اورظن  امک  هیلإ  اورظن  مهنأ  هبعش  نب  هریغملا  یلع  دبعم  نب  لبشو  عفانو  هرکب  وبأ  دهش  لاق :  يدهنلا  نامثع  یبأ  نعو 
دحلا رمع  مهدلجف  لاق :  اراهتباو  احیبق  ارظنم  تیأر  لاقف :  قحب  لاإ  دهشی  لجر لا  ءاج  رمع :  لاقف  دایز  ءاجف  هلحکملا 

p: 71

:Narrated Abu ‘Uthman al-Hindi

Abu Bakrah, Nafi’ and Shibl b. Ma’bad testified against al-Mughirah b. Shu’bah, that
they saw it (i.e. the adultery), as they saw the kohl stick (i.e. the male private organ of
al-Mughirah) inside the kohl container (i.e. the female private organ of the woman).
But Ziyad came, and ‘Umar said, “Here comes a man who will not testify except with

the truth.” So, he (Ziyad) said, “I saw a disgusting scene, and a spectacle.” So, ‘Umar

punished them with lashing.4

:Al-Haythami declares

حیحصلا لاجر  هلاجرو  یناربطلا  هاور 

Al-Tabarani records it, and its narrators are narrators of the Sahih.5

:Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah (d. 235 H) also records

، ناک يذلا  هبعـش  نب  هریغملاو  هرکب  یبأ  نأش  نم  ناک  امل  لاق : ریهز  نب  هماسق  نع  فوع  نع  هماسأ  وبأ  انثدـح  لاق  رکب  وبأ  انثدـح 
امأ هریغملایلإ : رمع  بتکف  لاق : هنأش ، یف  رمع  یلإ  بتکف  لاق : کفلخ ، یلـصن  ـلا  اـنإف  انتلاـص ، نع  حـنت  وأ  بنتجا  هرکب : وبأ  لاـق 

یلإو هیلإ  بتکف  لاق : کل ، ریخ  مویلا  لبق  تم  نوکی  نلاف  کیلع  اقودصم  نکی  نإف  اثیدـح ، کثیدـح  نم  یلإ  یقر  دـق  هنإف  دـعب ،
دهش نیح  رمع  لاقف  عفان ، هللا  دبع  وبأو  دبعم  نب  لبشو  هرکب  وبأ  دهشف  اودهشف ، دوهشلا ، اعد  هیلإ  اوهتنا  املف  هیلإ ، اولبقی  نأ  دوهشلا 
انزلا امأ  لاق : دهش  مث  قحب ، لاإ  هللا  ءاش  نإ  دهـشت  نإ  لاق : دایز  ماق  املف  ادج ، هنأش  رمع  یلع  قشو  هعبرأ ، هریغملا  دوأ  هثلاثلا : ءلاؤه 
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: لاقف هرکب  وبأ  ماق  هرکب  یبأ  دـلج  نم  غرف  املف  مهودـلجف ، مهودـح ، ربکأ ، هللا  رمع : لاقف  احیبق ، ارمأ  تیأر  ینکلو  هب ، دهـشأ  لاف 
.دعب نیترم  فذق  امف  دلجی ، ملف  هکرتف  کبحاص ، مجراف  هتدلج  نإ  یلع : لاقف  دحلا ، هیلع  دیعی  نأ  رمع  مهف  ناز ، هنأ  دهشأ 

p: 72

:Abu Bakr – Abu Usamah – ‘Awf – Qasamah b. Zuhayr

When the issue between Abu Bakrah and al-Mughirah b. Shu’bah occurred, Abu
Bakrah said, “Desist from or give up concerning our Salat, because we will not pray
behind you.” So, he (al-Mughirah) wrote to ‘Umar about his affair. Therefore, ‘Umar

(too) wrote back to al-Mughirah thus: “To begin, an act of yours has been reported to
me. If such-and-such (i.e. Abu Bakrah) is corroborated against you, it would have
been better for you to have died before this day.” So, he (‘Umar) wrote to him and the
witnesses to come to him. When they got to him, they testified, and Abu Bakrah, Shibl
b. Ma’bad, and Abu ‘Abd Allah Nafi’ testified. As such, ‘Umar said when these three
people testified, “Four (people) oppressed al-Mughirah.” His matter was very
unbearable for ‘Umar. So, when Ziyad stood to testify, he (‘Umar) said, “You will testify
with the truth, Allah willing.” Then he (Ziyad) testified, saying, “As for adultery, I do not
testify in favour of it. However, I saw a disgusting affair.” As a result, ‘’Umar said,
“Allah Akbar! Punish them!” So, they (the first three witnesses) were lashed. After Abu
Bakrah had been beaten, he stood up and said, “I testify that he (al-Mughirah)
committed adultery”. So, ‘Umar was about to repeat the punishment upon him. But,
‘Ali said, “If you lash him (again), then you must stone your companion (i.e. al-
Mughirah).” Due to this, he (‘Umar) left him, and did not beat him. Thus, he (Abu

Bakrah) did not falsely accuse anyone of adultery again after that.6

p: 73

:Allamah al-Albani has this comment about this exact report‘

.حیحص هدانسإو  تلق : ( . 335 8/334  ) یقهیبلا هنعو  هبیش  یبأ  نبا  هجرخأ 

It is documented by Ibn Abi Shaybah, and from him bu al-Bayhaqi (8/334-335). I say: Its
chain is sahih.7
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:Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah again documents

: رمع هل  لاقف  دایز  ءاج  هریغملا  یلع  هابحاصو  هرکب  وبأ  مدق  امل  لاق : نامثع  یبأ  نع  یمیتلا  نع  هیلع  نبا  انثدـح  لاق  رکب  وبأ  انثدـح 
رمأف لاق : لا ، لاق : هلحکملا ، لخد  دورملا  تیأر  له  رمع : لاقف  ائیس  اسلجمو  اراهبنا  تیأر  لاق : قحب ، لاإ  هللا  ءاش  نإ  دهشی  نل  لجر 

.اودلجف مهب 

:Abu Bakr – Ibn ‘Ilyah – al-Tamimi – Abu ‘Uthman

After Abu Bakrah and his two companions had testified against al-Mughirah, Ziyad
came. So, ‘Umar said, “He is a man who will never testify, Allah willing, except with the
truth.” He (Ziyad) said, “I saw a spectacle and an evil assembly”. So, ‘Umar said, “Did
you see the kohl stick (i.e. the male private organ of al-Mughirah) enter the kohl
container (i.e. the female private organ of the woman)?” He (Ziyad) replied, “No.”
Therefore, he (‘Umar) ordered that they (Abu Bakr and his two companions) be

whipped.8

:Allamah al-Albani again copies the above and says‘

.نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  دانسإ  اذهو  تلق :

I say: This chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.9

:So, this is the full picture, as gleaned from the reports

p: 74

Abu Bakrah and some other people filed a criminal complaint of adultery against al- • 
.Mughirah b. Shu’bah with ‘Umar

.Al-Mughirah was a close friend of ‘Umar • 

Umar summoned the accused – who was his friend – and the Abu Bakrah team to • ‘
.his court for the trial

As Abu Bakrah and two other people testified, ‘Umar – the judge – increasingly • 
blushed. Convicting and sentencing al-Mughirah was very unbearable for him. So, he
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.dismissively denied the reports of Abu Bakrah and his team

It was a case of adultery, and four witnesses were required. Ziyad was the fourth to • 
testify. Like others, he came all the way from Basra (where al-Mughirah was governor
for ‘Umar prior to the trial) to Madinah to testify against al-Mughirah in a case of
adultery. But, before he began his testimony, ‘Umar made some direct moves to

.entice him and to intimidate him

First, ‘Umar called him “the remover of the punishment”. This was an obvious • 
suggestion to Ziyad that he must contradict his colleagues. He simply had no other
.choice but to remove the sentence of death still hanging over the neck of al-Mughirah

Umar also described him as the one who would testify with the “truth”. This was • ‘
another clear signal to him to contradict his colleagues. It showed that the khalifah
had blacklisted Ziyad’s colleagues for testifying against al-Mughirah. If Ziyad wanted

to get into the good books of the powerful khalifah, he must tell only what ‘Umar

”. would accept as the “truth

p: 75

Finally, ‘Umar shouted at him, with such distressing force that it could cause some • 
people to pass out! The intention, obviously, was to unsettle and intimidate him. Going
against the khalifah could have highly devastating consequences. The message was

.unmistakable

So, Ziyad got the signal, and went against his colleagues. He denied having seen a • 
sexual penetration. One wonders why then he had taken all the pain to come to
Madinah from Iraq! Was it not to testify against al-Mughirah for adultery? Something

clearly was not right here. Ziyad was altering his testimony in the light of the new
circumstances. In any case, he admitted to seeing “a disgusting affair” and “a
disgusting scene”, apparently involving al-Mughirah and the accused woman, which

.involved “an evil assembly” of both accused persons

Umar – the judge – became joyous, thanking Allah, and ordered Abu Bakrah and his • ‘
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!colleagues to be flogged for allegedly lying against al-Mughirah

After the lashing, Abu Bakrah stood up, and re-testified to al-Mughirah’s adultery – • 
.despite the clear dangers

Umar intended to re-lash him but ‘Ali, as usual, saved Abu Bakrah with his • ‘
.knowledge

!To ‘Umar, this was fair, impartial hearing

An interesting side to this discussion is that ‘Umar actually did not ordinarily seem to
place much value on the Qur’anic requirement for four witnesses in the case of
adultery. For instance, he convicted a woman simply for having only a six-month

pregnancy! He never asked for any four witnesses. Rather, he did not even request
for any testimony from anyone! However, when his close friend was involved, he
became extraordinarily strict with the requirement, and displayed brutal bias in

.favour of the accused throughout the proceedings

p: 76

The testimony of Ziyad itself embarrassingly reveals the direct influence of ‘Umar’s
intimidation and enticement over the former. Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani explains

:the circumstances of al-Mughirah’s alleged adultery

یفقثلا عیفن  وهو  هرکب  وبأ  همهتأـف  رمعل  هرـصبلا  ریمأ  ناـک  هبعـش  نب  هریغملا  نأ  اهلـصحم  هریثک  قرط  نم  هذـه  هریغملا  هصق  قاـسو 
نوکـسو همجعملا  رـسکب  لبـشو  هباحـصلا  یف  دودـعم  وهو  یفقثلا  هدـلک  نب  ثرحلا  نب  عفانو  هرکب  وبأ  ناکو  روهـشملا  یباحـصلا 

نب دایز  هل  لاقی  کلذ  دعب  ناک  يذلا  دیبع  نب  دایزو  نیمرـضخملا  یف  دودعم  وهو  یلجبلا  ثرحلا  نب  هبیتع  نب  دـبعم  نبا  هدـحوملا 
مأ ءاطقرلا  اهل  لاقی  ناکو  هأرملا  نطبتم  هریغملا  اوأرف  اعیمج  اوعمتجاف  هدـلک  نب  ثرحلا  هلاوم  هیمـس  مهمأ  مأ  نم  هوخأ  نایفـس  یبأ 

یمشجلا فوع  نب  ثرحلا  نب  کیتع  نب  جاجحلا  اهجوزو  هیللاهلا  مقفلأا  نب  ورمع  تنب  لیمج 

The story of al-Mughirah has been transmitted THROUGH SEVERAL CHAINS. Its
summary is that al-Mughirah b. Shu’bah was the governor of Basra for ‘Umar. Abu
Bakrah, whose real name was Nafi’ al-Thaqafi, accused him (of adultery). He (Abu
Bakrah) is a well-known Sahabi. There was Abu Bakrah. There was (also) Nafi’ b. al-

.Harith b. Kildah al-Thaqafi, who is counted among the Sahabah
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There was Shibl b. Ma’bad b. ‘Utaybah b. al-Harith al-Bajali (as well), and he was

considered to be among those (Sahabah) who witnessed both the Jahiliyyah and the
Prophetic era. (Finally), there was Ziyad b. ‘Ubayd – who was later called Ziyad b. Abi
Sufyan – (and he was) his (Abu Bakrah’s) brother from their grandmother, Sumayyah

.freed maid of al-Harith b. Kildah

p: 77

THEY ALL HAD GATHERED TOGETHER and had seen al-Mughirah in a secret affair
with the woman called al-Riqṭah Umm Jamil bint ‘Amr al-Afqam al-Hilaliyyah, and her

husband was al-Hajjaj b. ‘Utaybah b. al-Harith b. ‘Awf al-Jashmi.10

There were four of them together, including Ziyad. They all together saw al-Mughirah

having a secret affair with Umm Jamil, whose husband was al-Hajjaj. The other three
witnesses saw al-Mughirah’s male organ entering Umm Jamil’s female organ, and all
of these three were totally trustworthy Sahabah of the Messenger, by Sunni
standards. How then on earth did Ziyad miss that?! It seems fair to conclude that he
was deliberately concealing the most crucial part of his testimony. It was simply

impossible for him not to have seen what the others saw, especially as he was not
.described as suffering from any eye problems

Moreover, what really did Ziyad mean by having seen “a disgusting affair” between

the couple? Was he not actually implying the adultery of al-Mughirah and Umm Jamil?

From the look of things, Ziyad saw what the three Sahabah saw, but decided to be
ambiguous and to double-speak after ‘Umar enticed and intimidated him. If the
khalifah had not intervened, he most probably would have only corroborated his co-

.witnesses

Anyway, there are some damning consequences in this particular case for Sunni
Islam. Abu Bakrah, Shibl and Nafi’ b. al-Harith were Sahabah. Abu Bakrah in particular
was a prominent Sahabi, whose ahadith are documented in the two Sahihs, and in all
other authoritative Sunni books, in abundance. Of special interest is the fact that Abu
Bakrah was the main complainant against al-Mughirah, and he never repented from
it. After being lashed by ‘Umar, he still reiterated his claim that al-Mughirah was an
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:adulterer. ‘Allamah al-Albani copies a further report in this regard

p: 78

 , هنع هللا  یـضر  رمع  یلع  انمدـقف  لاـق " : هریغملا  هصق  رکذـف  هرکب ,  یبأ  نع  هیبأ  نع  نمحرلا  دـبع  نب  هنییع  قـیرط  نم  جرخأ  مـث 
 , هیبحاصو هرکب ,  یبأب  اعدو  هنع  هللا  یـضر  رمع  ربکف  ارکنم ,  تیأر  لاق : ادایز  اعد  املف  دـبعم ,  نب  لبـشو  عفاـنو ,  رکب  وبأ  دهـشف 

اذه تبرض  نئل  یلع : لاقف  هبرضب ,  مهف  هب ,  دهـش  ام  لعف  وهو  قداصل ,  ینإ  هللاو  هدح : امدعب  ینعی  هرکب  وبأ  لاقف  لاق : مهبرـضف , 
 ". اذه مجراف 

.هیبأک هقث  وهو  ینافطغلا  نشوج  نبا  وه  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  هنییعو  .اضیأ  حیحص  هدانسإو 

Then he (al-Bayhaqi)11 recorded through the route of ‘Uyaynah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman

from his father from Abu Bakrah, and he mentioned the story of al-Mughirah, and
:(then) said

We got to ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, and Abu Bakrah testified, as well as
Nafi’ and Shibl b. Ma’bad. When Ziyad was called, he said, “I saw a disgusting act.”
Therefore, ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, said Allah Akbar, and thereby
summoned Abu Bakrah and his two companions and beat them. So, Abu Bakrah said,
that is, after he had been punished, “I SWEAR BY ALLAH, I am saying the truth. He (al-
Mughirah) did what we have testified against him about.” Therefore, he (‘Umar)
intended to beat him (again). But, ‘Ali said, “If you beat this one, then you must stone

.” that one

Its chain is sahih too. ‘Uyaynah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman is Ibn Jawshan al-Ghaṭfani and he
is thiqah (trustworthy), like his father.12

p: 79

By all accounts therefore, all ahadith by Abu Bakrah must be thrown away by the Ahl
al-Sunnah wa al-Jama’ah as fairytales of a “liar”. It is the Order of Allah, as long as he
is believed to have failed to prove his charge against al-Mughirah. This is where the

:great dilemma hides for our Sunni brothers. Allah has stated

لاإ نوقسافلا  مه  کئلوأو  ادبأ  هداهش  مهل  اولبقت  لاو  هدلج  نینامث  مهودلجاف  ءادهـش  هعبرأب  اوتأی  مل  مث  تانـصحملا  نومری  نیذلاو 
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میحر روفغ  هللا  نإف  اوحلصأو  کلذ  دعب  نم  اوبات  نیذلا 

Those who accuse chaste women, and do not produce four witnesses, flog them with

eighty stripes, and reject their testimony FOREVER. THEY INDEED ARE THE LIARS,
EXCEPT THOSE WHO REPENT thereafter and make corrections. Verily, Allah is Oft-

Forgiving, Most Merciful.13

:He also proclaims

نوبذاکلا مه  هللا  دنع  کئلوأف  ءادهشلاب  اوتأی  مل  ذإف  ءادهش  هعبرأب  هیلع  اوءاج  لاول 

Why did they not produce four witnesses? Since they have not produced the
witnesses, THEN IN THE SIGHT OF ALLAH, THEY ARE THE LIARS.14

Imam ‘Abd al-Razzaq (d. 211 H) reiterates the fact which connects Abu Bakrah to the
:above verses

لاقو هثلاثلا ، رمع  دحف  دایز ، لکنو  انزلاب ، اثلاث  هبعش  نب  هریغملا  یلع  دهش  لاق : بیسملا  نبا  نع  يرهزلا  نع  رمعم  نع  قازرلا  دبع 
رمأ نم  ناک  املف  هملا ، دایز  وخأ  هرکب  وبأو  هتداهـش ، لبقی  ناکف لا  هرکب ، وبأ  بتی  ملو  نلاجر  باـتف  مکتداهـش ، لـبقت  اوبوت  مهل :

تام یتح  هملکی  ملف  ادبأ ، ادایز  ملکی  نأ لا  هرکب  وبأ  فلح  ناک ، ام  دایز 

p: 80

:Abd al-Razzaq – Ma’mar – al-Zuhri – Ibn al-Musayyab‘

Three people testified against al-Mughirah b. Shu’bah for adultery. But Ziyad recoiled.
So, ‘Umar punished the three (with lashing), and said to them, “Repent, and your
(future) testimonies will be accepted.” So, two of the men repented but Abu Bakrah
did not repent. Therefore, his testimonies were no longer accepted. Abu Bakrah was a
maternal brother of Ziyad. When what happened in the case of Ziyad occurred, Abu
Bakrah swore that he would never again speak to Ziyad. As such, he never again

spoke to him till his death.15

The chain is sahih, and has been so declared by the top muhadithun of the Ahl al-
:Sunnah. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H), for instance, has relied upon this chain in his Sahih
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هریره یبأ  نع  بیسملا  نبا  نع  يرهزلا  نع  رمعم  انربخأ  قازرلادبع  انربخأ  دیمح  نب  دبع  انثدح 

Abd b. Hamid – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Ma’mar – al-Zuhri – Ibn al-Musayyab – Abu‘
Hurayrah16

:Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) also records

هریره یبأ  نع  بیسملا  نبا  نع  يرهزلا  نع  رمعم  انربخأ  قازرلا  دبع  انثدح  نلایغ  نب  دومحم  انثدح 

Mahmud b. Ghilan – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Ma’mar – al-Zuhri – Ibn al-Musayyab – Abu
Hurayrah17

:Al-Tirmidhi comments

حیحص نسح  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is hasan sahih18

:Allamah al-Albani also says‘

حیحص

Sahih19

:Imam Ibn Khuzaymah (d. 311 H) has included the chain in his Sahih as well

p: 81

هریره یبأ  نع  بیسملا  نبا  نع  يرهزلا  نع  رمعم  ینربخأ  قازرلا  دبع  انث  يدامرلا  روصنم  نب  دمحأ  انث 

Ahmad b. Mansur al-Ramadi – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Ma’mar – al-Zuhri – Ibn al-Musayyab

– Abu Hurayrah20

:Dr. Al-A’zami has this simple verdict

حیحص هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih21
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:Everything therefore boils down to this insoluble Sunni maze

.Anyone who accuses another of adultery must present four witnesses

.If he is unable to do so, then he must be whipped by the authorities

.He must be asked to repent. If he does, his future testimonies are accepted

If he refuses to repent, then he becomes a liar in the Sight of Allah, and his
.testimonies must be rejected till the Hour

Abu Bakrah accused al-Mughirah, ‘Umar’s close friend and governor over Basra, of
(. adultery, and presented four eye-witnesses (including himself

All four witnesses came all the way from Iraq to modern-day Saudi Arabia to testify
.against al-Mughirah in a case of adultery

However, ‘Umar enticed and intimidated the fourth of them, just as he was about to
give his testimony. He (the fourth witness) thereby “recoiled” and made ambiguous,

.ambivalent statements instead

.So, the case against al-Mughirah failed due to the fourth witness’s action

Abu Bakrah and the other two witnesses therefore were whipped by ‘Umar. They
were thereafter asked by him to repent so that their future testimonies became

acceptable. The other two repented (most probably from pressure), while Abu Bakrah
swore by Allah that he was truthful in his testimony against al-Mughirah. He preferred
to be branded “a liar” by the state, and that his future testimonies be rejected, rather

.than to falsify what he knew to be the truth

p: 82

Abu Bakrah also believed that Ziyad (his maternal brother), who “recoiled”, had
wronged him terribly. So, he stopped speaking to Ziyad from that moment till his

!death
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Whoever believes that Abu Bakrah was wrong in his testimony must also accept that
he was “a liar” in the Sight of Allah, due to his refusal to repent. The Qur’an is very
explicit in this regard, and gives no exception. As a result, such a person must reject all

.of Abu Bakrah’s ahadith

However, the Ahl al-Sunnah consider Abu Bakrah to be perfectly trustworthy in
everything he said, before and after the incident! Yet, they maintain that ‘Umar was

!correct to have whipped him

But, it was either ‘Umar treated Abu Bakrah unjustly, or Abu Bakrah was truly a liar in
.the Sight of Allah. There is no third option to it

Our Sunni brothers want to eat their cake and still have it. However, they can only do
one of both. Their position on Abu Bakrah is a strategic do-or-die affair, which they
can never let go. This, in reality, merely deepens their dilemma. If they accepted that
Abu Bakrah, a prominent Sahabi, was a liar in the Sight of Allah, then they would have
opened a door that could only lead to the complete collapse of their entire religion in
no time! Yet, their pro-Abu Bakrah stance only fuels the theory that al-Mughirah was

truly guilty of adultery, but that ‘Umar deliberately manipulated the judicial system to
shield his dear friend from justice. Moreover, in the course of doing that, the khalifah

.inflicted immense injustice upon Abu Bakrah for telling the truth

p: 83

Footnote

Qur’an 4:135 . 1

Abu Ja’far Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Salamah b. ‘Abd al-Malik b. Salamah, Sharh . 2
Ma’ani al-Athar (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1399 H) [annotator:

Muhammad Zuhri al-Najjar], vol. 4, p. 153, * 5677

Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Irwa al-Ghalil fi Takhrij Ahadith Manar al-Sabil . 3
(Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islami; 2nd edition, 1405 H), vol. 8, p. 28, * 2361
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Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-

Fikr; 1st edition, 1409 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. 6, P. 560, * 3

Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Irwa al-Ghalil fi Takhrij Ahadith Manar al-Sabil . 7
(Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islami; 2nd edition, 1405 H), vol. 8, p. 29, * 2361
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Fikr; 1st edition, 1409 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. 6, P. 560, * 1

Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Irwa al-Ghalil fi Takhrij Ahadith Manar al-Sabil . 9
(Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islami; 2nd edition, 1405 H), vol. 8, p. 29, * 2361

p: 84

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Ṣahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: . 10
Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Ṭaba’ah wa al-Nashr; 2nd edition), vol. 5, p. 187

See Abu Bakr Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. Musa al-Bayhaqi, Sunan al-Kubra . 11
(Makkah: Maktabah Dar al-Baz; 1414 H) [annotator: Muhammad ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata],

vol. 8, p. 235, * 16821

Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Irwa al-Ghalil fi Takhrij Ahadith Manar al-Sabil . 12
(Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islami; 2nd edition, 1405 H), vol. 8, p. 29, * 2361

Qur’an 24:4 . 13

Qur’an 24:13 . 14

Abu Bakr ‘Abd al-Razzaq b. Hamam al-Ṣa’nani, al-Musannaf [annotator: Habib al- . 15
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Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 16
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1774,
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Abu ‘Īsa Muhammad b. ‘Īsa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Ṣahih Sunan al- . 17
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-
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Ibid . 19

Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Khuzaymah al-Salami al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih (Beirut: . 20
al-Maktab al-Islami; 1390 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and Dr.

Muhammad Mustafa al-A’zami], vol. 4, p. 362, * 3078
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Hadith Al-Qadha, An Age Of Jungle Justice VII . 10

Hadith Al-Qadha, An Age Of Jungle Justice VII

p: 85

No one ever knew that looking handsome could become a criminal offence until the
rule of ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab. The grand Sunni muffasir, Imam al-Alusi (d. 1270 H),

:proclaims

هب ءاسنلا  ضعب  نتتفا  هلامجل  هنأ  ببسب  هرصبلا  یلإ  جاجح  نب  رصن  برغ  هنع  یلاعت  هللا  یضر  باطخلا  نب  رمع  نأ  حص 

It is authentically transmitted that ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab, may Allah the Most High
pleased be pleased him, banished Nasr b. Hajjaj to Basra because - due to his good

looks, some women were obsessed with him.1

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) also submits
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هأرما اذإف  هتفلاخ  یف  هلیل  تاذ  سعی  باطخلا  نب  رمع  امنیب  لاق  هدیرب  نب  هللا  دبع  نع  حیحص  دنسب  یطئارخلاو  دعس  نب  جرخأ  دقو 
سانلا نسحأ  نم  وه  اذإف  هیلإ  لسرأف  هنع  لأس  حبـصأ  املف  جاجح  نب  رـصن  یلإ  لیبس  نم  وأ  اهبرـشأف  رمخ  یلإ  لیبس  نم  له  لوقت 
يذلاو رمع لا  لاقف  انسح  دادزاف  متعی  نأ  هرمأف  انسح  دادزاف  هتهبج  تجرخف  لعفف  هرعـش  مطی  نأ  رمع  هرمأف  اهجو  مهحبـصأو  ارعش 

هرصبلا یلإ  هریصو  هحلصی  امب  هل  رمأف  دلبب  ینعماجت  هدیب لا  یسفن 

Ibn Sa’d and al-Kharaiṭi have recorded with a sahih chain from ‘Abd Allah b. Buraydah
:who narrated

While ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab was on patrol one night during his khilafah, there was a
woman (he overheard) saying, “Is there a way to get to alcohol to drink, or a way to
get to Nasr b. Hajjaj?” In the morning, he (‘Umar) asked about him (Nasr), and
summoned him. He was one of the most beautiful of mankind in terms of the hair, and
one of their most good-looking. So, he (‘Umar) ordered him to collect his hair. He did
so, and his forehead appeared. As a result, he became even more handsome. He
(‘Umar) ordered him (again) to wear a turban. But, his beauty increased (nonetheless).
So, ‘Umar said, “No! I swear by the One in Whose Hand my life is, you cannot stay
WITH ME in the same town”. Therefore, he ordered what befitted him and relocated

to Basra.2

p: 86

Nasr b. al-Hajjaj, one of the Sahabah, committed no other “crime” than that he looked
very handsome. For that, he was summarily tried and penalized, forcibly “relocated”
to Basra. ‘Umar was the first human being to do this throughout history. However, in
April 2013, the Saudi authorities followed his precedent in a very famous, severely
embarrassing case3 that caused widespread worldwide mockery of Islam over the
internet. Three Emirati men were deported by Riyadh to the United Arab Emirates

”! literally for being “too handsome

Umar’s reason for banishing Nasr seems even weirder than the “punishment” itself.‘
If we assumed that the khalifah expelled him because “women were obsessed with

him”, were there no women in Basra? Apparently, no matter the claims, the true
motive behind ‘Umar’s action had nothing to do with women. In fact, the khalifah
himself outlined his justification in very clear words: he could not tolerate living in the

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 86 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


same city with Nasr. So if ‘Umar had later moved to Basra he would still have re-
banished Nasr to another faraway town. From all indications, it seems that the

.khalifah was only very bitter about the latter’s good looks

In any case, it is pretty obvious that ‘Umar would never have tolerated the presence
of Prophet Yusuf, ‘alaihi al-salam, in Madinah had the latter lived during the former’s

:rule. These are Allah’s Words concerning His prophet

تلـسرأ نهرکمب  تعمـس  املف  نیبم  للاـض  یف  اهارنل  انإ  ابح  اهفغـش  دق  هسفن  نع  اهاتف  دوارت  زیزعلا  تأرما  هنیدملا  یف  هوسن  لاقو 
ام شاح الله  نلقو  نهیدیأ  نعطقو  هنربکأ  هنیأر  املف  نهیلع  جرخا  تلاقو  انیکـس  نهنم  هدـحاو  لک  تتآو  أکتم  نهل  تدـتعأو  نهیلإ 

میرک کلم  لاإ  اذه  نإ  ارشب  اذه 

p: 87

And the women in the city said, “The Queen is seeking to seduce her young man (i.e.
Yusuf, her slave then). Indeed, she loves him violently. Verily, we see her in plain
error.” So when she (the queen) heard of their (the women’s) accusation, she sent for
them and prepared a banquet for them; she gave each one of them a knife (to cut the
foodstuff with), and she said (to Yusuf), “Come out before them.” Then, when they
saw him, they exalted him AND CUT THEIR HANDS. They said, “Allah forbid! THIS IS

NOT A MAN! This is none other than a noble angel!”4

These were the women of ancient Egypt. Prophet Yusuf was so handsome that they
could not believe that he was even a man! So, one can safely conclude that the noble
prophet had superhuman beauty. What strengthens this submission is that these
women, in their trance over the sight of him, were absentmindedly cutting their hands
with knives, without flinching! With these facts, Nasr b. al-Hajjaj was apparently a
very ugly duckling compared to Yusuf b. Ya’qub, the prophet of Allah. Interestingly,
the pagan king of Egypt tolerated and honoured Prophet Yusuf in his city, even in his
palace! By contrast, if it had been during ‘Umar’s khilafah, he would have banished the
prophet to a very distant land! The khalifah simply could not accommodate in his city

.any man like Nasr or Yusuf

Footnote
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Abu al-Fadhl Mahmud al-Alusi, Ruh al-Ma’ani fi Tafsir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim wa Sab’ al- . 1
Mathani (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi), vol. 18, p. 81

p: 88

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Ṣahabah (Beirut: Dar al- . 2
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1415 H) [annotators: Shaykh ‘Ādil Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-

Mawjud and Shaykh ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’udh], vol. 4, pp. 382-383, * 8862

Rob Williams, “Omar Borkan Al Gala: Is this one of the three men who are ‘too sexy’ . 3
for Saudi Arabia”, The Independent, Friday 26 April 2013

[[http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/omar-borkan-al-gala-... [13

Qur’an 12:30-31 . 4

Hadith Al-Qadha, ‘Ali Versus ‘Umar . 11

Hadith Al-Qadha, ‘Ali Versus ‘Umar

Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) launches a spirited campaign to bring down ‘Ali’s
status as the best judge in the Ummah in order to place ‘Umar above him. He simply

cannot stomach the possibility of Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, surpassing the
second Sunni khalifah in anything, especially in such highly sensitive, knowledge-
based areas as justice dispensation. The reason for these panicky moves can be

:discerned from these words of our dear Shaykh

ناکل یبن  يدعب  ناک  ول  يذمرتلا  ظفل  رمع و  مکیف  ثعبل  مکیف  ثعبا  مل  ول  لاق  هنا  ملاسلا  هلاصلا و  هیلع  هنع  هریغ  يذمرتلا و  یف  و 
نسح ثیدح  يذمرتلا  لاق  رمع 

In (Sunan) al-Tirmidhi and others, it is narrated from him, peace and blessings be
upon him, that he said, “If I had not been sent as a messenger among you, ‘Umar

would have been sent as a messenger among you instead.” The text of al-Tirmidhi

reads, “If there were to be a prophet after me, it would have been ‘Umar”. Al-Tirmidhi

says: A hasan hadith.1

p: 89
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:Elsewhere, he reiterates this

رمع ناکل  یبن  يدعب  ناک  ولو  رمع  مکیف  ثعبل  مکیف  ثعبأ  مل  ول  يذمرتلا  یفو 

It is recorded in (Sunan) al-Tirmidhi: “If I had not been sent as a messenger among

you, ‘Umar would have been sent as a messenger instead and if there were to be a
prophet after me, it would have been ‘Umar”.2

:Those two one-sided, sectarian reports establish two realities

Umar and the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, had equal credentials . ‘ 1
and abilities to be the master of the prophets, sent to the entirety of mankind till the

.Hour. Therefore, ‘Umar was a perfect replacement for the Prophet

Due to ‘Umar’s status as the sole match – in qualification – to the Messenger, he . 2
was the only one qualified to be the first prophet after Muhammad, had prophethood

.not ceased

The bottom-line is that ‘Umar was far better than Abu Bakr in all ways and in all
things! So, if ‘Ali were superior to ‘Umar, then he was the master of both the first and
the second khalifahs. In any case, those two hadiths are one-sided (and therefore of
no probative value in our research), and contradict the Verse of Istafa, the Verse of
Taṭhir and several sahih and mutawatir ahadith (such as Hadith al-Ghadir, Hadith al-
Manzilah, Hadith al-Tayr, Hadith al-Thaqalayn, etc). The most important part is that
both reports about ‘Umar go against well-established historical facts about him, his
knowledge and his abilities. From all angles, both hadiths were motivated by polemical

.motives, and manufactured to “raise the stakes” for the second khalifah

p: 90

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah makes an interesting strike

عمج دوعـسم و  نبا  یلع و  فلاخ  یف  ادلجم  یعفاشلا  عمج  یتح  صوصنلا  فلاخت  ریثک ه  يواتف  امهریغ  یلع و  رمعل و  دجو  دـق  و 
کلذ یف  اریبک  اباتک  يزورملا  رصن  نب  دمحم 

There were LOTS of fatwas from ‘Umar, ‘Ali and others that contradicted the
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revealed texts (i.e the Qur’an and Sunnah), such that al-Shafi’i compiled a whole

volume on the contradictions of ‘Ali and Ibn Mas’ud (to the Qur’an and Sunnah), and
Muhammad b. Nasr al-Maruzi compiled a huge book on that.3

He concedes that both ‘Umar and Ibn Mas’ud contradicted the Qur’an and Sunnah
massively in their verdicts. We agree with him, as there exists solid evidence from
both Sunni and Shi’i sources confirming that. It is a wonder then how our dear Shaykh
manages to believe that ‘Umar was perfectly fit for prophethood despite this
embarrassing fact! What else would he have been other than a prophet who would

have opposed the Qur’an and the Sunnah on “lots” of occasions?! This reality reveals
that the purely one-sided, sectarian hadiths could not have genuinely originated from
the Messenger of Allah. He never uttered anything that falls out of line with simple

.logic

But then, did Imam al-Shafi’i and al-Maruzi really compiled books detailing Amir al-
Muminin Ali’s “contradictions” to the Qur’an and Sunnah? Well, there is no evidence of
any such books in our times! Besides, our dear Shaykh seems confused on the exact
authorship of those “books”. First, he claims that both al-Shafi’i and al-Maruzi wrote

:separate books. However, this is a contrary submission he also makes

p: 91

هباحـصلا نم  هریغ  لوق  نوکل  یلع  لوق  نم  نوملـسملا  هب  ذـخأی  مل  امیف  اریبک  اباتک  يزورملا  رـصن  نب  دـمحمو  یعفاشلا  عمج  دـقو 
هنسلاو باتکلل  عبتأ 

Al-Shafi’i AND Muhammad b. Nasr al-Maruzi compiled a huge book about what the
Muslims rejected from the statement of ‘Ali, because the statement of others from

the Sahabah were more in compliance with the Qur’an and Sunnah.4

So, it was after all a joint authorship! What exactly do we believe now? Moreover,
where exactly is this book? Has anyone in history ever quoted it? Has anyone in
history ever referenced it? The reality is that no such book ever existed! Imam al-

:Subki (d. 773 H) reveals the truth about the book of al-Maruzi
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كرابملا نبا  هعبرأ  ناسارخ  لاـجر  نولوقی  اـنخیاشم  نم  لوـلأا  ردـصلا  ناـک  یـضاقلا  فسوی  نب  دـمحم  نب  دـمحم  رذ  وبأ  لاـقو 
هماسقلا باتک  لاإ  يزورملا  فنصی  مل  ول  یفریصلا  رکب  وبأ  لاقو  يزورملا  رـصن  نب  دمحمو  هیوهار  نب  قاحـسإو  ییحی  نب  ییحیو 

هقفلاو راثلآا  اهنمض  ابتک  اذه  دمحم  فنص  يزاریشلا  قاحسإ  وبأ  خیـشلا  لاقو  اهاوس  ابتک  فنـص  دقو  فیکف  سانلا  هقفأ  نم  ناکل 
هللا یضر  هللا  دبعو  ایلع  هفینح  وبأ  هیف  فلاخ  امیف  اباتک  فنـصو  ماکحلأا  یف  مهدعب  نمو  هباحـصلا  فلاتخاب  سانلا  ملعأ  نم  ناکو 

امهنع

Abu Dharr Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Yusuf al-Qadhi said, “The pioneers among

our Shaykhs used to say that the scholars of Khurasan (in Iran) were four: Ibn al-
Mubarak, Yahya b. Yahya, Ishaq b. Rahwayh and Muhammad b. Nasr al-Maruzi.” Abu
Bakr al-Sayarfi said, “If al-Maruzi had never authored any book except Kitab al-
Qasamah alone, he would nonetheless have been among the most knowledgeable of
mankind. Meanwhile, he wrote many books other than it.” Shaykh Abu Ishaq al-Shirazi
said, “Muhammad (b. Nasr al-Maruzi) wrote books which contained reports and
Islamic jurisprudence, and was one of the most knowledgeable of mankind

concerning the differences of the Sahabah and those after them on al-ahkam
(jurisprudence). He wrote a book concerning the contradictions of Abu Hanifah to ‘Ali

and ‘Abd Allah (b. Mas’ud), may Allah be pleased with them both.5

p: 92

So, the book – in reality - was only about Abu Hanifah’s contradictions to ‘Ali and Ibn
.Mas’ud! We leave the judgment to the esteemed reader

There are authentic Sunni reports which further expose the fallacy of the allegations
of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah against Amir al-Muminin. For instance, Imam Ahmad (d. 241

:H) records

ینثعب لاـق : هنع  هللا  یـضر  یلع  نع  يرتـخبلا  یبأ  نع  هرم  نب  ورمع  نع  شمعـلأا  نع  ییحی  ینثدـح  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
لاق ءاضقلاب  یل  ملع  لاو  ثادحأ  مهنیب  نوکی  موق  یلإ  ینثعبت  تلق  لاق  نسلا  ثیدح  انأو  نمیلا  یلإ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر 

دعب نینثأ  نیب  ءاضق  یف  تککش  امف  لاق  کبلق  تبثیو  کناسل  يدهیس  هللا  نا 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya – al-A’mash – ‘Amr b. ‘
:Marrah – Abu al-Bakhtari – ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him
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I was sent by the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, to Yemen, and I was young
of age. I said, “You are sending me to a people among whom exist disputes, and I
have no knowledge in justice dispensation.” He replied, “Verily, Allah will guide your
tongue and make your heart firm.” I never have doubt while dispensing justice

between any two people ever after.6

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ says

نیخیشلا لاجر  تاقث  هلاجر  حیحص 

Sahih, its narrators are trustworthy, narrators of the two Shaykhs7

:Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) also records

p: 93

هرم نب  ورمع  نع  شمعلأا  نع  شایع  نب  رکب  وبأ  انث  سنوی  نب  دمحأ  انث  یطافـسلأا  لضفلا  نب  سابعلا  انث  داشمح  نب  یلع  ینثدح 
لجر ینإ  هللا  لوسر  اـی  تلقف :  لاـق :  نمیلا  یلإ  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ینثعب  هنع : هللا  یـضر  یلع  لاـق  يرتـخبلا  یبأ  نع 

یف تککـش  امف  هبلق  دـهاو  هناسل  تبث  مهللا  لاقو  يردـص  یلع  هدـی  عضوف  لاق :  هب  یل  ملع  ام لا  ءاـضقلا  نم  یلع  دری  هنأو  باـش 
دعب ءاضق  یف  وأ  ءاضقلا 

Ali b. Hamshad – al-‘Abbas b. al-Fadhl al-Asfaṭi – Ahmad b. Yunus – Abu Bakr b. ‘
‘Ayyash – al-A’mash – ‘Amr b. Marrah – Abu al-Bakhtari – ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased

:with him

The Messenger of Allah, may Allah be pleased with him, sent me to Yemen. So, I said,
“O Messenger of Allah, I am a young man, and disputes will be brought to me for
judgment, of which I have no knowledge.” Therefore, he placed his hand on my chest,
and said, “O Allah, make firm his tongue and guide his heart.” I never have doubt while

dispensing justice ever after.8

:Al-Hakim comments

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs9
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:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) agrees

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim10)

:Imam Abu Dawud (d. 275 H) documents a mutaba’ah for the report of Abu al-Bakhtari

p: 94

ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ینثعب   : لاق ملاـسلا  هیلع  یلع  نع  شنح  نع  كامـس  نع  کیرـش  انربخأ  لاق  نوع  نب  ورمع  انثدح 
کناسل تبثیو  کبلق  يدهیـس  هللا  نإ  لاقف "  ءاضقلاب ؟  یل  ملع  لاو  نسلا  ثیدح  انأو  ینلـسرت  هللا  لوسرای  تلقف  ایـضاق  نمیلا  یلإ 

لاق ءاضقلا "  کل  نیبتی  نأ  يرحأ  هنإف  لولأا  نم  تعمس  امک  رخلآا  نم  عمست  یتح  نیـضقت  لاف  نامـصخلا  کیدی  نیب  سلج  اذإف 
 . دعب ءاضق  یف  تککش  ام  وأ  ایضاق  تلز  امف 

(: Amr b. ‘Awn – Sharik – Simak – Hanash – ‘Ali, peace be upon him (‘alaihi salam‘

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, sent me to Yemen as a judge. So, I said,
“O Messenger of Allah, you are sending me while I am young of age and have no
knowledge of justice dispensation.” Therefore, he said, “Verily, Allah will guide your
heart and will make firm your tongue. Whenever two disputants sit in front of you, do
not give judgment until you have heard both parties. This will make clear to you the
(correct) judgment.” I never cease to be a judge, or never have doubt while

dispensing justice, ever since.11

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) says‘

نسح

Hasan12

:Imam Ahmad also records this shahid

ینثعب لاق : هنع  هللا  یضر  یلع  نع  برضم  نب  هثراح  نع  قاحسإ  یبأ  نع  لیئارـسإ  انث  مدآ  نب  ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
يدهیـس هللا  نإف  بهذا  لاقف  مهنیب  یـضقلأ  ینم  نسأ  مهو  موق  یلإ  ینثعبت  کنإ  تلقف  نمیلا  یلإ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر 

کناسل تبثیو  کبلق 
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p: 95

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya b. Adam – Israil – Abu ‘
:Ishaq – Harithah b. Mudhrab – ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, sent me to Yemen. So, I said, “You are
sending me to a people who are older than me that I should judge between them.” He

replied, “Go, for Allah will guide your heart and make firm your tongue.”13

:Shaykh al-Arna’uṭ states

حیحص هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih14

Whenever Amir al-Muminin set out to judge on any matter, Allah would always guide
both his heart and his tongue, and would also make them firm. This removes the

:possibility of error or misguidance in whatsoever judgments he ever gave

لضم نم  هل  امف  هللا  دهی  نمو 

And whomsoever Allah guides, for him there can be NO misleader.15

With this in mind, it is apparent that whosoever attributes errors to the judgments

and verdicts of ‘Ali is actually attributing them to Allah as well! So, we ask Shaykh Ibn
Taymiyyah and his followers: was it Allah Who was “guiding” his heart and his tongue
to those “contradictions” to the Qur’an and Sunnah? We seek His refuge from such
blasphemy. No truth – whether in narrations or mere submissions – can be in anything

.that denigrates the Almighty Lord

Footnote

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 508

p: 96
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Taj al-Din b. ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-Kafi al-Subki, Ṭabaqat al-Shafi’iyyah al-Kubra (Hajr li al- . 5
Ṭaba’at wa al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 2nd edition, 1413 H) [annotators: Dr. Mahmud

Muhammad al-Ṭanahi and Dr. ‘Abd al-Fattah Muhammad al-Halwi], vol. 2, p. 247

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 6
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 83, * 636

Ibid . 7

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 8
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 145, * 4658

Ibid . 9

Ibid . 10

Abu Dawud Sulayman b. al-Ash’ath al-Sijistani, Sunan Abi Dawud (Beirut: Dar al- . 11
Kitab al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani], vol. 3, p. 327, * 3584

Ibid . 12

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 13
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 156, * 1341
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Qur’an 39:37 . 15

Hadith Al-Tafdhil, Investigating Its Authenticity . 12

Hadith Al-Tafdhil, Investigating Its Authenticity
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:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

هریغو یلع  نع  کلذ  تبث  امک  رمع  مث  رکب  وبأ  اهیبن  دعب  هملأا  هذه  ریخ  لب  هنامز  لهأ  لضفأ  ایلع  نأ  ملسن  لا 

p: 97

We do not agree that ‘Ali was the overall best of his time. Rather, the best of this
Ummah after its Prophet are Abu Bakr, then ‘Umar, as is authentically narrated from

‘Ali and others.1

It is true that our Sunni brothers consider Abu Bakr to be the best of our Ummah,
followed only by ‘Umar. However, during the lifetime of the Messenger of Allah,
sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, it was a different story entirely. There is irrefutable evidence
in the Sunni books establishing that the Sahabah used to consider Amir al-Muminin,
‘alaihi al-salam, to be their best during the lifetime of the Messenger. Imam Ahmad (d.

:241 H) presents one of such proofs

 : لاق هللا  دبع  نع  همقلع  نع  دیزی  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نع  قاحسإ  یبأ  نع  هبعش  ان  رفعج  نب  دمحم  انثق  یبأ  ینثدح  لاق  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
بلاط یبأ  نب  یلع  هنیدملا  لهأ  لضفأ  نا  ثدحتن  انک 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad b. Hanbal) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Muhammad b. Ja’far‘
(: – Shu’bah – Abu Ishaq – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yazid – ‘Alqamah – ‘Abd Allah (b. Mas’ud

We used to say that the overall best of the people of Madinah was ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.”2“

We” (in the hadith)3 apparently refers to the Sahabah generally, and more“
specifically to the most senior of them living in Madinah. Ibn Mas’ud was obviously
making a reference to a past which was then different from the present. This was

why he said “we USED TO”. In other words, at that point in time when he was making

his statement, things had become different. People were now giving ‘Ali’s place to
another person. Ibn Mas’ud was, no doubt, speaking about the time of the Prophet. All
the most senior Sahabah and their neighbours were living in Madinah with the
Messenger of Allah. The phrase “people of Madinah” originally referred to them
(excluding only the Prophet, of course).4 These, needless to say, included Abu Bakr,

.‘Umar and ‘Uthman
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p: 98

:So, is the above report authentic? Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) says about the first narrator

هقث ماملإا  دلو  نمحرلا  دبع  وبأ  ینابیشلا  لبنح  نب  دمحم  نب  دمحأ  نب  هللا  دبع 

Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman: son of‘
the Imam, thiqah (trustworthy).5

:What about his father? Al-Hafiz answers

هجح هیقف  ظفاح  هقث  همئلأا  دحأ  هللا  دبع  وبأ  دادغب  لیزن  يزورملا  ینابیشلا  دسأ  نب  للاه  نب  لبنح  نب  دمحم  نب  دمحأ 

Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal b. Hilal b. Asad al-Shaybani al-Maruzi, a Baghdad
resident, Abu ‘Abd Allah: One of the Imams, thiqah (trustworthy), hafiz, jurist, hujjah

(an authority).6

:Al-Hafiz also has these comments about the third narrator

هلفغ هیف  نأ  لاإ  باتکلا  حیحص  هقث  ردنغب  فورعملا  يرصبلا  یلذهلا  رفعج  نب  دمحم 

Muhammad b. Ja’far al-Hazali al-Basri, better known as Ghandar: Thiqah

(trustworthy), sahih al-kitab (i.e. ahadith from his books are sahih) except that there
was some negligence in him.7

Whatever negligence he had does not affect his ahadith from Shu’bah at all. He used
to accurately record the latter’s reports. So, he narrated them from his books with

:perfect precision. Al-Hafiz provides further information in this respect

نابا نب  دـمحم  نع  متاح  وبأ  لاقو   . باتکلا حیحـصلا  هیمـسی  عیکو  ناکو  هبعـش  یف  ردـنغ  بتک  نم  دیفتـسن  انک  يدـهم  نبا  لاـقو 
مهنیب مکح  ردنغ  باتکف  هبعـش  ثیدح  یف  سانلا  فلتخا  اذإ  كرابملا  نبا  لاقو  ینم  هبعـش  یف  تبثأ  ردنغ  يدـهم  نبا  لاق  یخلبلا 

هقث هبعش  ثیدح  یفو  ابدؤم  ناکو  اقودص  ناک  لاقف  ردنغ  نع  یبأ  تلأس  متاح  یبأ  نبا  لاقو 

p: 99

Ibn Mahdi said: “We used to benefit from the books of Ghandar on Shu’bah. Waki’
named him sahih al-kitab.” Abu Hatim narrated from Muhammad b. Aban al-Balakhi
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that Ibn Mahdi said: “Ghandar is more accurate than me as far as Shu’bah is
concerned.” Ibn al-Mubarak said, “When the people disagree about the hadith of
Shu’bah, the book of Ghandar used to judge between them.” Ibn Abi Hatim said: “I
asked my father about Ghandar and he replied, ‘He was saduq (very truthful), and

was a teacher and in the hadith of Shu’bah, he is thiqah (trustworthy).’”8

The fourth narrator, Shu’bah, is a pillar of Sunni ahadith. Al-Hafiz gives the catch-
:phrases about him

نینمؤملا ریمأ  وه  لوقی  يروثلا  ناک  نقتم  ظفاح  هقث  يرـصبلا  مث  یطـساولا  ماطـسب  وبأ  مهلاوم  یکتعلا  درولا  نب  جاـجحلا  نب  هبعش 
ثیدحلا یف 

Shu’bah b. al-Hajjaj b. al-Ward al-‘Atki, their freed slave, Abu Busṭam al-Wasiṭi, al-
Basri: Thiqah (trustworthy), hafiz, extremely precise. Al-Thawri used to say: “He was

the amir al-muminin (the supreme leader) in al-Hadith.”9

:Abu Ishaq al-Sabi’i is the fifth narrator, and al-Hafiz has this to say about him

هرخأب طلتخا  هثلاثلا  نم  دباع  رثکم  هقث  هدحوملا  رسکو  هلمهملا  حتفب  یعیبسلا  قاحسإ  وبأ  دیبع .…  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  ورمع 

Amr b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Ubayd .... Abu Ishaq al-Sabi’i: Thiqah (trustworthy); narrated a lot‘
(of ahadith), a great worshipper (of Allah), from the third (ṭabaqat). He became

confused (in his narrations) during the end part of his lifetime.10

p: 100

Of course, Shu’bah heard from him before the memory loss. ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420
:H) explains

، لوزنلا ارکذی  مل  امهنکلو  قاحسإ ، یبأ  نع  هبعشو  يروثلا  نایفس  مهعباتو 

طلاتخلاا لبق  هنم  اعمس  امهنلأ  حصأ ، امهتیاورو 

Sufyan al-Thawri and Shu’bah also narrated from Abu Ishaq, although both did not
mention the Descent. The reports of both of them (from Abu Ishaq) are more

authentic, because they both heard from him BEFORE he became confused.11

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 98 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Another relevant point is that Abu Ishaq is a mudalis and has, on the surface, narrated
the report of Ibn Mas’ud above is an ‘an-‘an form from ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yazid.
However, the tadlis does NOT, in reality, affect the ‘an-‘an reports of Abu Ishaq –
among others - as long as it is Shu’bah narrating from him. Allamah al-Albani states

:further

 ". قاحسإ یبأ  نع  هبعشو  يروثلا  هاور  حیحص ، نسح  ثیدح  يذمرتلا " : لاق 

، هتمجرت یف  روکذم  وه  امک  ثیدحتلاب  هیف  حرـص  ام  لاإ  هنع  يوری  هبعـشو لا  هطلاتخا ، لبق  هنع  ایور  دـق  امهو  لاق ، امک  وهو  تلق :
.هسیلدت ههبش  انمأ  هنع  هتیاوربف 

Al-Tirmidhi said: “A hasan sahih hadith, al-Thawri and Shu’bah narrated it from (‘an)
.” Abu Ishaq

I say: It is (truly hasan sahih) as he (al-Tirmidhi) has stated, and both of them (i.e. al-
Thawri and Shu’bah) narrated from him (i.e. Abu Ishaq) before his confusion. As for
Shu’bah, he never narrated anything from him (i.e. Abu Ishaq) except what he (Abu
Ishaq) explicitly stated to have directly heard from the person he is narrating from (i.e.
tahdith), as stated in his tarjamah (biography). Due to his (Shu’bah’s) narration from

him (i.e. Abu Ishaq), the problem of his tadlis is removed.12

p: 101

In a clearer word, whenever Shu’bah narrates from Abu Ishaq (as in this case of Ibn
Mas’ud’s hadith), all the problems associated with the latter’s reports are removed.
The former narrated from him before his confusion in his ahadith, and never
transmitted any tadlis-infested reports from him. So, whenever Shu’bah narrates an
‘an-‘an report from Abu Ishaq, there actually is tahdith by the latter from his Shaykh.
The ‘an-‘an form is only Shu’bah’s convenience style. No wonder, Imam al-Bukhari (d.

:256 H) includes this sanad in his Sahih

دیزی نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نع  قاحسإ  یبأ  نع  هبعش  انثدح  برح  نب  نامیلس  انثدح 

Sulayman b. Harb – Shu’bah – Abu Ishaq – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yazid.13
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This is an ‘an-‘an report by Abu Ishaq from ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yazid (the same

Shaykh as in the athar of Ibn Mas’ud). Nevertheless, Imam al-Bukhari considers the
.chain to be sahih

:Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal has also documented a similar ‘an-‘an chain

هرسیم یبأ  نع  قاحسإ  یبأ  نع  هبعش  انأ  لاق  دیزی  انثدح  لاق  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad b. Hanbal) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yazid – Shu’bah – ‘
Abu Ishaq – Abu Maysarah.14

:Al-Arnauṭ comments

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.15

:Allamah al-Albani too authenticates yet another ‘an-‘an chain of Abu Ishaq‘

.هللا دبع  نع  دوسلأا  نع  قاحسإ  یبأ  نع  هبعش  انث  رمع : نب  صفح  انثدح  هدانسإ :

p: 102

يراخبلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  دانسإ  اذهو  تلق :

.Its chain: Hafs b. ‘Umar – Shu’bah – Abu Ishaq – al-Aswad – ‘Abd Allah

I say: This chain is sahih upon the standard of al-Bukhari.16

Imam Abu Ya’la (d. 307 H) also documents an ‘an-‘an chain by Abu Ishaq, from ‘Abd al-
:Rahman b. Yazid, like al-Bukhari

دوسلأا نع  دیزی  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نع  قاحسإ  یبأ  نع  هبعش  انثدح  دمصلا  دبع  انثدح  قاحسإ  انثدح 

Ishaq – ‘Abd al-Samad – Shu’bah – Abu Ishaq – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Yazid – al-Aswad17

:Shaykh Dr. Asad gives this verdict
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حیحص هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih18

Let us now move to the sixth narrator in the sanad of Ibn Mas’ud’s athar: ‘Abd al-
Rahman b. Yazid. The status of ‘Abd al-Rahman as a thiqah (trustworthy) narrator of
Sahih al-Bukhari is already well-known. Nonetheless, we are pleased to present this

:further confirmation by al-Hafiz

هقث یفوکلا  رکب  وبأ  یعخنلا  سیق  نب  دیزی  نب  نمحرلا  دبع 

Abd al-Rahman b. Yazid b. Qays al-Nakha’i, Abu Bakr al-Kufi: Thiqah (trustworthy).19‘

Finally, concerning the seventh and last narrator (‘Alqamah), al-Hafiz al-‘Asqalani
:proclaims with full strength

دباع هیقف  تبث  هقث  یفوکلا  یعخنلا  هللا  دبع  نب  سیق  نب  همقلع 

Alqamah b. Qays b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nakha’i al-Kufi: Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt‘
(accurate), faqih (a jurist), ‘abidun (a great worshipper of Allah).20

With this, it is absolutely clear and undeniable that Ibn Mas’ud’s report that the
Sahabah used to consider ‘Ali as the overall best among them has an impeccably

.sahih chain. All the narrators are thiqah, and the chain is fully and perfectly connected

p: 103

Even then, the same athar has been recorded with a second sahih chain in that same

:Fadhail al-Sahabah

نب وهو  هللا  دبع  نع  همقلع  نع  دـیزی  نب  هللا  دـبع  نع  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نع  هبعـش  انثق  نطق  وبأ  انثق  يدـج  ینثدـح  لاق  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
بلاط یبأ  نب  یلع  هنیدملا  لهأ  لضفأ  نا  ثدحتن  انک  لاق :  دوعسم 

Abd Allah (b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Baghwi) – my grandfather (Ahmad b.‘
Muni’ al-Baghwi) – Abu Qaṭan – Shu’bah – Abu Ishaq – ‘Abd Allah b. Yazid – ‘Alqamah

:– ‘Abd Allah b. Mas’ud

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 101 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


We used to say that the overall best of the people of Madinah was ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.”21“

We already know the status of Shu’bah, Abu Ishaq and Alqamah. So, let’s find out
.about these new names

:This is al-Hafiz’s verdict on the first narrator of this new sanad

امهریغو بیطخلاو  ینطقرادلا  هقثو  دقو  تلق   …. هرصع دنسم  قودصلا  ظفاحلا  يوغبلا  مساقلا  وبأ  زیزعلا  دبع  نب  دمحم  نب  هللا  دبع 
اقلطم هقث  لجرلا  تلق  افراع .…  امهف  ارثکم  اتبث  هقث  ناک  بیطخلا  لاق 

Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, Abu al-Qasim al-Baghwi: Al-hafiz, al-saduq‘
(the extremely truthful), the top scholar of his time.... I (al-‘Asqalani) say: He has been
declared thiqah (trustworthy) by al-Daraqutni, al-Khatib and others. Al-Khatib said,
“He was thiqah (trustworthy), accurate, and narrated a lot (of ahadith)”.... I

(al-‘Asqalani) say: The man is absolutely thiqah (trustworthy).22

:Concerning his grandfather, al-Hafiz further submits

p: 104

ظفاح هقث   …. يوغبلا رفعج  وبأ  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  عینم  نب  دمحأ 

Ahmad b. Muni’ b. ‘Abd al-Rahman, Abu Ja’far al-Baghwi....: Thiqah (trustworthy),
hafiz.23

:Abu Qaṭan too is thiqah (trustworthy), as confirmed by al-Hafiz

هقث يرصبلا  نطق  وبأ  نطق …  نب  مثیهلا  نب  ورمع 

Amr b. al-Haytham b. Qaṭan ... Abu Qaṭan al-Basri: Thiqah (trustworthy).24‘

Of course, ‘Abd Allah b. Yazid was a junior Sahabi, and therefore needed no
:investigation. He is automatically thiqah (trustworthy). Al-Hafiz states

.ریبزلا نبلا  هفوکلا  یلو  ریغص  یباحص  هلمهملا  نوکسو  همجعملا  حتفب  یمطخلا  يراصنلأا  نیصح  نب  دیز  نب  دیزی  نب  هللا  دبع 

Abd Allah b. Yazid b. Zayd b. Husayn al-Ansari al-Khaṭmi: a junior Sahabi. He was the ‘
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wali (ruler) of Kufah for Ibn al-Zubayr.25

.So, we have a second impeccable sanad for the hadith

Footnote

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 6, p. 475

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Fadhail al-Ṣahabah (Beirut: Muasassat . 2
al-Risalah; 1403 H) [annotator: Dr. Wasiyullah Muhammad ‘Abbas], vol. 2, p. 604, * 1033

We are calling it a hadith, rather than an athar, because it lays down a consensus of . 3
the Ṣahabah, which they had during the lifetime of the Prophet of Allah. It is our firm
belief that they could not have formed such a consensus except on the basis of what

.they had learnt from the Messenger

p: 105

See Qur’an 9:101 and 9:120 . 4

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 5
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 477, *

3216

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 44, * 96 . 6

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 63, * 5805 . 7

Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib (Dar al-Fikr; . 8
1st edition, 1404 H), vol. 9, p. 85, * 129

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 9
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 418, *

2798
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Ibid, vol. 1, p. 739, * 5081 . 10

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 11
Ashqudri al-Albani, Ṣahih Abi Dawud (Kuwait: Muasassat al-Gharas li al-Nashr wa al-

Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1423 H), vol. 7, p. 410, * 2387

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 12
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 5, p. 481, * 2366

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-J’ufi, al- . 13
Jami’ al-Ṣahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 3, p. 1373, * 3551

p: 106

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 14
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 6, p. 182, * 25532

Ibid . 15

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 16
Ashqudri al-Albani, Ṣahih Abi Dawud (Kuwait: Muasassat al-Gharas li al-Nashr wa al-

Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1423 H), vol. 5, p. 150, * 1267

Abu Ya’la Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muthanna al-Mawsili al-Tamimi, Musnad (Damascus: Dar . 17
al-Mamun li al-Turath; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 8, p.

35, * 4541

Ibid . 18

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 19
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 596, *

4057

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 104 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Ibid, vol. 1, p. 687, * 4697 . 20

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Fadhail al-Ṣahabah (Beirut: . 21
Muasassat al-Risalah; 1403 H) [annotator: Dr. Wasiyullah Muhammad ‘Abbas], vol. 2, p.

646, * 1097

Shihab al-Din Abu al-Fadhl Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizan . 22
(Beirut: Manshurat Muasassat al-A’lami li al-Matbu’at; 2nd edition, 1390 H), vol. 3, pp.

338-339, * 1339

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 23
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 47, *

114

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 748, * 5146 . 24

p: 107

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 547, * 3715 . 25

Hadith Al-Tafdhil, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah Raises Objections . 13

Hadith Al-Tafdhil, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah Raises Objections

Our Shaykh (d. 728 H) is obviously not comfortable with the fact that the Sahabah used
to consider Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam, to be superior to Abu Bakr during the

:lifetime of the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi. So, he fights back

ناک هنأ  هرتاوتم  هوجو  نم  یلع  نع  تبث  دقو  فیک  هیلع  رمعو  رکب  یبأ  میدقت  یف  نوباتری  اونوکی  مل  یلع  باحصأ  یلولأا  هعیـشلا 
کلت نم  یفخأ  هلأسملا  هذـهو  نامثع  یلع  همدـقت  یلع  هعیـش  نم  هفئاط  ناک  نکلو  رمعو  رکب  وبأ  اهیبن  دـعب  هملأا  هذـه  ریخ  لوقی 

یعفاـشلاو هفینح  یبأ  بهذـم  وه  اـمک  هرتاوـتم  هوـجو  نم  رمعو  رکب  یبأ  میدـقت  یلع  نیقفتم  مهلک  هنـسلا  لـهأ  همئأ  ناـک  اذـهلو 
نم ریسفتلاو  دهزلاو  ثیدحلاو  هقفلا  لهأ  نم  نیملسملا  همئأ  رئاسو  دعـس  نب  ثیللاو  یعازولأاو  يروثلاو  لبنح  نب  دمحأو  کلامو 

نیرخأتملاو نیمدقتملا 

The early Shi’is, the companions of ‘Ali, did not doubt the superiority of Abu Bakr and
‘Umar over him. How can they when it has been narrated in mutawatir reports from
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‘Ali that he used to say: “The best of this Ummah after its Prophet are Abu Bakr and
‘Umar”? However, some of the Shi’is of ‘Ali used to consider him superior to ‘Uthman,
and this issue is more unclear than that. This is why all the Imams of the Ahl al-
Sunnah were unanimous on the superiority of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar as reported in
mutawatir reports. This was the view of Abu Hanifah, Shafi’i, Malik, Ahmad b. Hanbal,
al-Thawri, al-Awza’i, al-Layth b. Sa’d and all the other Imams of the Muslims, from the
jurists, the hadith experts, the ascetics and the exegetes, from the early and later

generations.1

p: 108

Here, he is taking the battle even to the Shi’i home ground! According to him, not a
single one of those that are followed by the Ahl al-Sunnah, including the Sahabah and
Tabi’in, ever believed that Amir al-Muminin was superior to either Abu Bakr or ‘Umar.
There was absolute unanimity among them concerning the superiority of the duo
over ‘Ali. Moreover, even the early Shi’is – whom he identified as the companions of
Amir al-Muminin – shared the same view! Rather, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib himself used to teach
his followers that Abu Bakr and ‘Umar were the best of the Ummah after its
Messenger. Therefore, all the early Sunnis and Shi’is had a full consensus that both

.Abu Bakr and ‘Umar were better than ‘Ali in the Sight of Allah

So, did Ibn Mas’ud tell a lie? We will soon find out which party is telling the truth, and
:which is not. Our Shaykh proceeds

نامثع مث  رمع  مث  رکب  وبأ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  دهع  یلع  لضافن  انک  لاق  رمع  نب  هللا  دبع  نع  نیحیحـصلا  یف  تبث  دقو 
هللا یلص  یبنلا  دهع  یلع  هباحصلا  هیلع  ناک  امع  رابخإ  اذهف  مهنیب  لضافن  ملس لا  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  باحـصأ  عدن  مث  ظفل  یفو 

هرکنی لاف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  غلبی  ناک  کلذ  نأ  يور  دقو  نامثع  مث  رمع  مث  رکب  یبأ  لیضفت  نم  ملس  هیلع و 

It has been authentically transmitted in the two Sahihs from ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Umar that
he said: “We used to consider Abu Bakr to be the best during the lifetime of the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and then ‘Umar, and then ‘Uthman” and in
another version, “Then we would leave all the other Sahabah of the Prophet, peace be
upon him, and we did not consider any of them to be superior to another.” This is
information concerning what the Sahabah believed during the lifetime of the Prophet,
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peace be upon him, in that they considered Abu Bakr to be the most superior, then
‘Umar, and then ‘Uthman. It has been narrated that this reached the Prophet, peace

be upon him, and he did not oppose it.2

p: 109

The plot deepens considerably here. There is a direct contradiction between the
reports of Ibn Mas’ud and Ibn ‘Umar. One of them, definitely, was incorrectly
attributing things to his colleagues. As such, we must investigate their irreconciliable

.claims in order to determine which of them reflects the true story

:Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) has documented the submission of Ibn ‘Umar

یضر رمع  نبا  نع  عفان  نع  هللا  دیبع  نع  نوشجاملا  هملس  یبأ  نبا  زیزعلا  دبع  انثدح  ناذاش  انثدح  غیزب  نب  متاح  نب  دمحم  ینثدح 
یلص یبنلا  باحـصأ  كرتن  مث  نامثع  مث  رمع  مث  ادحأ  رکب  یبأب  لدعن  ملـس لا  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نمز  یف  انک  لاق :  امهنع  هللا 

 . مهنیب لضافن  ملس لا  هیلع و  هللا 

Muhammad b. Hatim b. Bazig – Shadhan – ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Abi Salamah al-Majishun –
:‘Ubayd Allah – Nafi’ – Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with them both

During the lifetime of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, we never
considered anyone as equal to Abu Bakr, then ‘Umar, and then ‘Umar. Then, we leave
the Sahabah of the Prophet, peace be upon him, and we did not consider any of them

to be superior to another.”3

In simpler terms, the Sahabah – as alleged by Ibn ‘Umar – viewed Abu Bakr to be
their best, then ‘Umar, and then ‘Uthman. Apart from the trio, those Sahabah did not
consider any other among them to be superior to another. Without doubt, this hadith
targets Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali, as it places him on the same level with all other Sahabah,

:apart from the three khalifahs. Al-Bukhari has even attributed a similar report to him

p: 110

سانلا يأ  یبلأ  تلق  لاق :  هیفنحلا  نبا  دمحم  نع  یلعی  وبأ  انثدح  دشار  یبأ  نب  عماج  انثدـح  نایفـس  انربخأ  ریثک  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح 
ام لاق  تنأ ؟  مث  تلق  نامثع  لوقی  نأ  تیشخو  رمع  مث  لاق  نم ؟  مث  تلق  رکب  وبأ  لاق  ملـس ؟  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  دعب  ریخ 
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نیملسملا نم  لجر  لاإ  انأ 

Muhammad b. Kathir – Sufyan – Jami’ b. Abi Rashid – Abu Ya’la – Muhammad b. al-
:Hanafiyyah

I asked my father (‘Ali), “Who is the best of mankind after the Messenger of Allah?” He
replied, “Abu Bakr.” I said, “Then who?” He replied, “’Umar.” I feared that he would

(also) mention ‘Uthman. So, I asked, “Then you?” He replied, “I am only an ordinary
Muslim.”4

This report, however, makes no sense in line with ‘Ali’s documented opinions of Abu
Bakr and ‘Umar! Imam Muslim (d. 261 H), for instance, quotes the second khalifah

:saying to both Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali and ‘Abbas

انئاخ ارداغ  امثآ  ابذاک  هامتیأرف  ملس ....  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یلو  انأ  رکب  وبأ  لاق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یفوت  املف 
ابذاک ینامتیأرف  رکب  ابأ  یلوو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلو  انأو  رکب  وبأ  یفوت  مث  قحلل  عبات  دشار  راب  قداصل  هنإ  ملعی  هللاو 

انئاخ ارداغ  امثآ 

When the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, died, Abu Bakr said: “I am the wali

of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.”.... So both of you (‘Ali and ‘Abbas)
thought him (i.e. Abu Bakr) to be a liar, sinful, treacherous and dishonest. And Allah
knows that he was really truthful, pious, rightly-guided and a follower of the truth. Abu
Bakr died and I became the wali of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and
the wali of Abu Bakr. So both of you thought me to be a liar, sinful, treacherous and

dishonest.5

p: 111

He considered both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar as sinful, treacherous and dishonest liars!
How then could he possibly have graded both people as the best of the Ummah? Does
it make sense that Amir al-Muminin thought that sinful, treacherous and dishonest
liars were better than himself and everyone else?! Besides, on what basis would he
have declared himself an ordinary Muslim – equal with all others - despite everything
that Allah and His Prophet had publicly and privately said about him? We believe that

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 108 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Imam ‘Ali was an outstandingly intelligent, sincere believer in Allah and His
Messenger, who could never have made such illogical comments. What we find,
therefore, in the books of the Ahl al-Sunnah concerning his alleged admission of the
superiority of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar over himself are only cheap polemical stunts pulled

.by some enthusiastic Sunnis

However, in the case of Ibn ‘Umar, what has been transmitted from him coincides
perfectly with his character and beliefs. He certainly believed in the superiority of Abu
Bakr, then his father ‘Umar, and then ‘Uthman, above all other Sahabah. Moreover,
he never recognized the khilafah of ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, citing a self-made excuse, as al-

:Hafiz (d. 852 H) confirms

عیابی هنأ لا  يأر  ناکو  رابخلاا  حیحص  یف  روهشم  وه  امک  هیلع  فلاتخلاا  عوقول  هعیابی  مل  هنلأ  یلع  هفلاخ  رمع  نبا  رکذی  مل  امنإو 
دبعل مث  هیواعم  نب  دـیزیل  عیابو  امهفلاتخا  لاح  یف  کلملا  دـبعل  لاو  ریبزلا  نبـلا  اـضیأ  عیاـبی  مل  اذـهلو  ساـنلا  هیلع  عمتجی  مل  نمل 

ریبزلا نب  لتق  دعب  ناورم  نب  کلملا 

p: 112

Ibn ‘Umar did not mention the khilafah of ‘Ali only because he did not give bay’ah
(oath of allegiance) to the latter, due to the difference of opinions concerning him as it
is well-known in the sahih reports. His (Ibn ‘Umar’s) view was that he would not give
ba’yah to anyone who was not universally acknowledged (as khalifah) by all the
people. This was why he also did not give bay’ah to Ibn al-Zubayr and ‘Abd al-Malik

during their disagreement. And he gave ba’yah to Yazid b. Mu’awiyah, and then to
‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwan after the killing of Ibn al-Zubayr.6

His excuse, of course, was defeated by his ba’yah to Yazid b. Mu’awiyah, the killer of
Imam al-Husayn. The khilafah of Yazid was never universally accepted. This was why

there were repeated revolts against him anyway, resulting in infamous episodes in
Islamic history – such as his massacres in Makkah and Madinah, and at Karbala.
Interestingly, like his pretext for delegitimizing the khilafah of Amir al-Muminin, Ibn
‘Umar’s claim that the Sahabah never considered anyone among themselves as
superior to another - apart from Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman - lacks truth! The

:reality is far different. For instance, Allah states
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مهلاومأب نیدـهاجملا  هللا  لضف  مهـسفنأو  مهلاومأب  هللا  لیبس  یف  نودـهاجملاو  ررـضلا  یلوأ  ریغ  نینمؤملا  نم  نودـعاقلا  يوتـسی  لا 
هنم تاجرد  امیظع  ارجأ  نیدعاقلا  یلع  نیدهاجملا  هللا  لضفو  ینسحلا  هللا  دعو  لاکو  هجرد  نیدعاقلا  یلع  مهسفنأو 

Not equal are those of the believers who sit (i.e. do not participate in jihad) - except
those who are disabled - and those who do jihad in the Cause of Allah with their
wealth and their lives. Allah has made those who do jihad with their wealth and their
lives superior in (spiritual) rank above those who sit. Unto each, Allah has promised

good. But Allah has made those who do jihad to be superior to those who sit with a
huge reward, ranks from Him.7

p: 113

The Sahabah were in two groups: those who participated in jihad with their wealth

and lives and those who held back. Allah declared the former to be superior above the
latter in ranks. Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali, of course, never voluntarily missed the battlefield,
and he equally never fled – not even once – no matter how deadly things became.
Moreover, although he was poor, he still spent his little wealth in the Way of Allah. By
contrast, Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman have been authentically documented to have
fled the battlefield at various times! In other words, they were escaping with their
lives from jihad. They might have done jihad with their wealth – which is debatable,
anyway. However, they certainly were not doing it with their lives. So, why on earth
would the Sahabah place Abu Bakr above ‘Ali, despite Allah’s clear verdict? Did they
not believe in the Qur’an? Worse still, why would they consider Amir al-Muminin to be
equal in rank with those of the Sahabah who used to flee from the battlefield, and

?with those who used to stay away from jihad

:The Qur’an adds

هجرد مظعأ  کئلوأ  لتاقو  حتفلا  لبق  نم  قفنأ  نم  مکنم  يوتسی  ضرلأاو لا  تاوامسلا  ثاریم  اللهو  هللا  لیبس  یف  اوقفنت  لاأ  مکل  امو 
ریبخ نولمعت  امب  هللاو  ینسحلا  هللا  دعو  لاکو  اولتاقو  دعب  نم  اوقفنأ  نیذلا  نم 

And what is the matter with you that you do not spend in the Way of Allah? And to
Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth. Not equal among you are
those who spent and fought before the Conquest (of Makkah), these ones are higher
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in (spiritual) rank than those who spent and fought afterwards. But to all, Allah has
promised the best. And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.8

p: 114

Yet, the Sahabah – according to Ibn ‘Umar – did not believe this verse! Therefore,
they used to consider ‘Ali, who spent and fought before the Conquest of Makkah, as
equal with others among them who only spent and fought after it. It is indeed a lose-
lose situation for our Sunni brothers. If they agreed that the Sahabah believed in and
practised the above verses, then they must reject the report of Ibn ‘Umar as only his
mere wishful thinkings and hallucinations. On the other hand, if they chose to believe
Ibn ‘Umar, in such a case, they would be left with no other choice but to proclaim the

!kufr of the Sahabah

Footnote

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 2, pp. 72-73

Ibid, vol. 6, p. 153 . 2

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-J’ufi, al- . 3
Jami’ al-Ṣahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 3, p. 1352, * 3494

Ibid, vol. 3, p. 1342, * 3468 . 4

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 5
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 3, p. 1376,

*1757

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Ṣahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: Dar . 6
al-Ma’rifah li al-Ṭaba’ah wa al-Nashr; 2nd edition), vol. 5, p. 18

p: 115
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Qur’an 4:95-96 . 7

Qur’an 57:10 . 8

?Hadith Al-Tafdhil, is ‘Aishah Really the best of the Ummah . 14

?Hadith Al-Tafdhil, is ‘Aishah Really the best of the Ummah

Officially, Abu Bakr is the best of this Ummah, after its Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa

alihi, according to the Ahl al-Sunnah. ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) for instance
:submits

لهأ دـنع  نیدـشارلا  ءافلخلا  لضفأ  هنوکل  قفاوملا  وه  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هیلإ  ساـنلا  بحأ  هنع  هللا  یـضر  رکب  یبأ  نوکو  تلق :
هنسلا

I say: the fact that Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, was the most beloved of
mankind to him (i.e. the Prophet), peace be upon him, is consistent with the fact that

he was the best of the rightly guided khalifahs in the view of the Ahl al-Sunnah.1

However, this belief directly contradicts their “authentic” hadith. Imam Ahmad (d. 241
:H) records

نب ورمع  ینثدح  لاق  نامثع  یبأ  نع  ءاذحلا  دلاخ  نع  راتخملا  نب  زیزعلا  دبع  انا  لاق  دامح  نب  ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
بحأ سانلا  يأ  هللا  لوسر  ای  تلق  لاـق  هتیتأـف  لاـق  لسلاـسلا  تاذ  شیج  یلع  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ینثعب  لاـق  صاـعلا 

رمع لاق  نم  مث  تلق  لاق  اذإ  اهوبأ  لاق  لاجرلا  نم  تلق  لاق  هشئاع  لاق  کیلإ 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya b. Hamad – ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ‘
:b. al-Mukhtar – Khalid al-Khadha’ – Abu ‘Uthman – ‘Amr b. al-‘As

p: 116

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, appointed me as commander of the
army of Dhat Salasil. So, I got to him, and said, “O Messenger of Allah, which of
mankind is the most beloved to you?” He replied, “‘Aishah.” I said, “Who among the

men?” He replied, “Her father.” I asked, “Then who?” He replied, “’Umar”.2

:Al-Arnauṭ comments
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نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.3

In other words, Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah is the overall best of this Ummah, above Abu
Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman, according to the Sunni-only report. It is, however, at this
point that things get really messy! Allah has stated concerning two of the wives of His

:Prophet

كأبنأ نم  تلاق  هب  اهأبن  املف  ضعب  نع  ضرعأو  هضعب  فرع  هیلع  هللا  هرهظأو  هب  تأبن  املف  اثیدح  هجاوزأ  ضعب  یلإ  یبنلا  رسأ  ذإو 
نینمؤملا حـلاصو  لیربجو  هلاوم  وه  هللا  نإف  هیلع  ارهاـظت  نإو  اـمکبولق  تغـص  دـقف  هللا  یلإ  اـبوتت  نإ  ریبخلا  میلعلا  ینأـبن  لاـق  اذـه 

تاحئاس تادباع  تابئات  تاتناق  تانمؤم  تاملـسم  نکنم  اریخ  اجاوزأ  هلدـبی  نأ  نکقلط  نإ  هبر  یـسع  ریهظ  کلذ  دـعب  هکئلاملاو 
اراکبأو تابیث 

And when the Prophet disclosed a matter in confidence to one of his wives, so when

she told it, and Allah made it known to him, he informed part thereof and left a part.
Then when he told her thereof, she said, “Who told you this?” He said, “The All-
Knower, the All-Aware has told me.” If you two repent to Allah, for your hearts have
deviated. But if you both help each other against him, then Allah is His Helper (against
you both), and Jibril, and the righteous believers, and furthermore, the angels are his
helpers. It may be if he divorced you that his Lord will give him instead of you, wives

better than you: Muslims, believers, obedient, repentant, devoted, fasting – whether

previously married or virgins.4

p: 117

:Imam Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 H) has this exegesis

تغـص دـقف  ءاذـیلإاب } ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلع  نواعتلا  نم  يأ :  } هللا یلإ  ابوتت  نإ  لاقف : } هصفحو ، هشئاع  بطاخ  مث 
دقف لجو :} زع  هلوق  يرن  انک  دـهاجم : لاـق  .قحلا  نع  تغازو  تلدـع ، جاـجزلا : لاـق  .تمثأو  تغاز ، ساـبع : نبا  لاـق   } اـمکبولق

.امکبولق تغاز  دقف  دوعسم : نبا  هءارق  یف  هاندجو  یتح  انیه  ائیش   } امکبولق تغص 

Then He (Allah) addresses ‘Aishah and Hafsah, saying: {If you both repent to Allah},
meaning from helping each other against the Messenger of Allah to hurt him. {For
your hearts have deviated}Ibn ‘Abbas said: “They (the hearts) deviated (zaghat) and
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committed a sin.” Al-Zajaj said, “They (the hearts) deviated, and deviated from the
Truth.” Mujahid said, “We used consider His Words, the Almighty {for your hearts
have deviated} has something easy until we found it in the recitation of Ibn Mas’ud as:

{for your hearts have deviated (zaghat)}”.5

:Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) also records

هنأ نینح  نبا  دیبع  ینربخأ  ییحی  ینربخأ  للاب ) نبا  ینعی   ) نامیلـس ینربخأ  بهو  نب  هللادبع  انثدح  یلیلأا  دیعـس  نب  نوراه  انثدح 
یتح هل  هبیه  هلأسأ  نأ  عیطتـسأ  امف  هیآ  نع  باطخلا  نب  رمع  لأسأ  نأ  دـیرأ  انأو  هنـس  تثکم  لاـق  ثدـحی  ساـبع  نب  هللادـبع  عمس 

ای تلقف  هعم  ترـس  مث  غرف  یتح  هل  تفقوف  هل  هجاحل  كارـلأا  یلإ  لدـع  قیرطلا  ضعبب  اـنکف  عجر  اـملف  هعم  تجرخف  اـجاح  جرخ 
هشئاعو هصفح  کلت  لاقف  هجاوزأ ؟  نم  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یلع  اترهاظت  ناتللا  نم  نینمؤملا  ریمأ 

p: 118

Harun b. Sa’id al-Ayli – ‘Abd Allah b. Wahb – Sulayman b. Bilal – Yahya – ‘Ubayd b.
:Hunayn – ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas

I hesitated for a (whole) year, and I had intended to ask ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab
concerning a verse. But I could not ask him out of fear of him, until he went out for
Hajj and I accompanied him. During his return, while we were still on the way, he
stepped aside towards an Arak tree to ease himself. So, I waited for him until he
finished. I then walked along with him, and said, “O Amir al-Muminin! Who were the
two women who helped each other against the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon

him, among his wives?” He replied, “They were Hafsah and ‘Aishah.”6

:There are three things here

Both ‘Aishah, and especially Hafsah, betrayed the confidence of the Messenger of . 1
.Allah

.Both of them literally helped each other against him in order to hurt him . 3

The hearts of both of them had deviated from the Truth. This is very obvious, . 5
anyway. No one with a clean heart would ever help another against the Messenger in

.any circumstance
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Interestingly, the above verses were the last updates by Allah on the hearts of both
women. Nothing else was revealed thereafter by Him to discharge them, or to
indicate their repentance. It is a matter of great interest then that the deviation of

:their hearts means they both have little or no hope of salvation in the Hereafter

p: 119

میلس بلقب  هللا  یتأ  نم  لاإ  نونب  لاو  لام  عفنی  موی لا 

The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will avail, except him who brings to Allah a
clean heart.7

The perturbing question here is: how is ‘Aishah the best of this Ummah, after its
Prophet, despite that she was a deviant in the Sight of Allah? Are our Sunni brothers
telling us that Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman were worse than deviants? Besides, Allah
mentions the existence of women who would be better wives to His Prophet; if case
he divorced ‘Aishah and Hafsah. Does this fact alone not debunk the Sunni ahadith on

?the superiority of Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah as mere sectarian polemical artwork

Footnote

Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ḍa’ifah wa . 1
al-Mawdhu’ah wa Atharihah al-Sayyiah fi al-Ummah (Riyadh: Dar al-Ma’arif; 1st

edition, 1412 H), vol. 3, p. 255, * 1124

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 2
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 203, * 17844

Ibid . 3

Qur’an 66:3-5 . 4

Abu al-Faraj Jamal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Jawzi al-Qurshi . 5
al-Baghdadi, Zad al-Masir fi ‘Ilm al-Tafsir (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1st edition, 1407 H)

[annotator: Dr. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Abd Allah], vol. 8, p. 52
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Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 6
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 2, p. 1105,

(* 1479 (31

p: 120

Qur’an 26:88-89 . 7

Hadith Saluni, Investigating Its Authenticity . 15

Hadith Saluni, Investigating Its Authenticity

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

هللا یلص  یبنلا  اوکردی  مل  لااهج  اوناک  مهبلاغ  نإف  نیدلاو  ملعلا  مهملعیل  هفوکلا  لهأ  اذهب  بطاخی  ناک  امنإف  ینولـس  یلع  لوق  امأ 
یلص هللا  لوسر  نم  اوملعت  نیذلا  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  باحـصأ  رباکأ  مه  هربنم  لوح  نیذلا  ناکف  رکب  وبأ  امأو  ملـس  هیلع و 

سانلا ماوع  هلمج  نم  مهف  مهبطاخی  یلع  ناک  نیذـلا  امأو  اهنیدأو  هملأا  ملعأ  رکب  یبأ  هیعر  تناـکف  نیدـلاو  ملعلا  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا 
هنیدـملاو هکمب  نوعباتلا  ناکو  مهیلع  وعدـیو  مهمذـی  هنع  هللا  یـضر  یلع  ناک  اذـهلو  نیعباتلا  رارـش  نم  مهنم  ریثک  ناکو  نیعباـتلا 

مهنم اریخ  هرصبلاو  ماشلاو 

As for the statement of ‘Ali “Ask me”, he only addressed this to the people of Kufah to
teach them knowledge and the religion, because most of them were ignorant people
who never met the Prophet, peace be upon him. As for Abu Bakr, those who were

around his pulpit were the most senior of the Sahabah of the Prophet, peace be upon
him, who learnt knowledge and the religion from the Messenger of Allah, peace be
upon him. So, the subjects of Abu Bakr were the most knowledgeable of the Ummah

and the best in religious practice. However, those whom ‘Ali was addressing, they
were commoners among the Tabi’in, and a lot of them were the evil ones among the
Tabi’in. This was why ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, criticized and cursed them,

and the Tabi’in in Makkah, Madinah, Syria and Basra were better than them.1

p: 121

:He equally adds

ناملـسو ءادردـلا  یبأو  بعک  نب  یبأو  ذاعمو  دوعـسم  نبلا  اذـه  لقی  مل  بابلا  اذـه  نم  وه  ینولـس  هفوکلاـب  هدـنع  نمل  یلع  لوقف 
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لاو دوعسم  نبا  لاو  یبأ  لاو  ذاعم  طق لا  هلأسی  ملف  هلأسی  نمم  ءلاؤه  نکی  مل  اذهلو  نامثعو  رمعل  کلذ  لوقی  نأ  نع  لاضف  مهلاثمأو 
هباحصلا نم  مهنود  وه  نم 

The statement of ‘Ali “Ask me” to those with him in Kufah was in this regard. He never
said this to Ibn Mas’ud, Mu’adh, Ubayy b. Ka’b, Abu Darda, Salman or others like
them, much less saying that to ‘Umar and ‘Uthman. This is why these people were not
among those who asked him. They never asked him (anything) – not Mu’adh, not

Ubayy, not Ibn Mas’ud and not others from the Sahabah.2

It is obvious from the words of our dear Shaykh that he accepts the authenticity of
Hadith Saluni. He is not calling it “a lie” or “a fabrication”, or dha’if or similar terms.
Rather, he conceded that the event did happen. However, he attempts to downplay

the unmatched significance of the hadith. To him, there is nothing special in it. After
all, Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, was – according to our Shaykh – only
offering that challenge to ignorant, evil people. He never dared present it to any of the
Sahabah! By contrast, Abu Bakr displayed his knowledge in the blessed presence of

.the most knowledgeable and the best of this entire Ummah

In order to weigh the positives and negatives of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s
submissions, we must first understand the context of Hadith Saluni. Al-Hafiz Ibn

:Kathir (d. 774 H) helps on this

p: 122

 ، لْیفَُّطلا یبأ  نع  هَّزب ،  یبأ  نب  مساقلا  نع  اضًیأ ،  هبعـشو  ایلع  عمـس  هنأ  هرَعَرْعَ  نب  دلاخ  نع  كامَسـِ ،  نع  جاجحلا ،  نب  هبعـش  لاق 
یف هیآ  نع  ینولأست  لا  لاقف :  هفوکلا  ربنم  دعـص  هنأ  بلاط :  یبأ  نب  یلع  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  نع  هجو ،  ریغ  نم  اضـًیأ  تبثو  .ایـًلع  عمس 

.کلذب مکتأبنأ  لاإ  هللا ،  لوسر  نع  هنس  نع  لاو  هللا ،  باتک 

Shu’bah b. al-Hajjaj, from Simak, from Khalid b. ‘Ar’arah that he heard ‘Ali; and
Shu’bah again narrated from al-Qasim b. Abi Barrah from Abu al-Tufayl that he heard
‘Ali; and IT IS ALSO AUTHENTICALLY TRANSMITTED through many chains that Amir

al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib climbed the pulpit of Kufah and said, “You will not ask me

about ANY verse in the Book of Allah, or about ANY Sunnah from the Messenger of
Allah, except that I will inform you of that.”3
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:Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) also records

نمحرلا دـبع  نب  ماسب  انث  یـسفانطلا  دـیبع  نب  دـمحم  انث  ناـفع  نب  یلع  نب  نسحلا  اـنث  هبقع  نب  دـمحم  نب  یلع  نسحلا  وبأ  اـنربخأ 
ینولأست نأ لا  لبق  ینولس  لاقف :  ربنملا  یلع  لاق  هنع  هللا  یضر  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  تیأر  لاق  لیفطلا  وبأ  انث  یفریصلا 

یلثم يدعب  اولأست  نلو 

Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. ‘Uqbah – al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. ‘Affan – Muhammad b.
:‘Ubayd al-Tanafasi – Bassam b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sayarfi – Abu al-Tufayl

I saw Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, saying on the
pulpit, “Ask me before you are no longer able to ask me, and you will NEVER be able to

ask ANYONE like me after me.4

p: 123

:Al-Hakim says

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح 

A hadith with a sahih chain

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) agrees

حیحص

Sahih5

:Imam Ibn Jarir al-Tabari (d. 310 H) further documents

یضر ایلع  تعمس  لاق : لیفطلا ، ابأ  تعمس  لاق : هزب ، یبأ  نب  مساقلا  نع  هبعش ، انث  لاق : رفعج ، نب  دمحم  انث  لاق : ینثملا ، نبا  انثدح 
.حایرلا یه  لاقف : تایراذلا ، نع  ءاوکلا  نبا  هلأسف  مکتثدح ، لاإ  هیضام ، هنس  لاو  قطان ، باتک  نع  ینولأست  لا  لوقی : هنع  هنع  هللا 

Ibn al-Muthanna – Muhammad b. Ja’far – Shu’bah – al-Qasim b. Abi Bazzah – Abu al-
:Tufayl

I heard ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, saying, “You will not ask me about ANY
articulate Book or ANY bygone Sunnah, except that I will tell you.” So, Ibn al-Kawa
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asked him about al-Zariyat, and he replied, “It is the winds”.6

:This same sanad is relied upon by Imam Muslim in his Sahih

یبأ نب  مساقلا  تعمس  لاق  هبعـش  انثدح  رفعج  نب  دمحم  انثدح  لااق  ینثملا ) نبلا  ظفللاو   ) راشب نب  دمحمو  ینثملا  نب  دمحم  انثدح 
لیفطلا یبأ  نع  ثدحی  هزب 

Muhammad b. al-Muthanna and Muhammad b. Bashar – Muhammad b. Ja’far –
Shu’bah – al-Qasim b. Abi Bazzah – Abu al-Tufayl7

This should be sufficient to establish the status of the above report as sahih.
However, the athar proves a very heavy fact – that ‘Ali knew everything in all
revealed scriptures as well as everything in the Sunnah of every single prophet and
messenger till the Seal of them. This naturally includes the Suhuf, the Tawrah, the
Zabur, the Injil, and the Qur’an. Amir al-Muminin had perfect knowledge of them all.
He also had complete knowledge of the Sunnah of every single one of the 124,000
prophets sent by Allah. Due to the significance of this athar, we will further confirm its

.authenticity to remove any possible doubts about it

p: 124

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) says about its first narrator

تبث هقث   …. يرصبلا یسوم  وبأ  يازلاو  نونلا  حتفب  يزنعلا  دیبع  نب  ینثملا  نب  دمحم 

Muhammad b. al-Muthanna b. ‘Ubayd al-‘Unaza, Abu Musa al-Basri.... Thiqah
(trustworthy), thabt (accurate).8

:Al-Hafiz also has these comments about the second narrator

هلفغ هیف  نأ  لاإ  باتکلا  حیحص  هقث  ردنغب  فورعملا  يرصبلا  یلذهلا  رفعج  نب  دمحم 

Muhammad b. Ja’far al-Hazali al-Basri, better known as Ghandar: Thiqah

(trustworthy), sahih al-kitab (i.e. ahadith from his books are sahih) except that there
was some negligence in him.9
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Whatever negligence he had does not affect his ahadith from Shu’bah, the third
narrator, at all. He used to accurately record the latter’s reports. So, he narrated them
from his books with perfect precision. Al-Hafiz provides further information in this

:respect

نابا نب  دـمحم  نع  متاح  وبأ  لاقو   . باتکلا حیحـصلا  هیمـسی  عیکو  ناکو  هبعـش  یف  ردـنغ  بتک  نم  دیفتـسن  انک  يدـهم  نبا  لاـقو 
مهنیب مکح  ردنغ  باتکف  هبعـش  ثیدح  یف  سانلا  فلتخا  اذإ  كرابملا  نبا  لاقو  ینم  هبعـش  یف  تبثأ  ردنغ  يدـهم  نبا  لاق  یخلبلا 

هقث هبعش  ثیدح  یفو  ابدؤم  ناکو  اقودص  ناک  لاقف  ردنغ  نع  یبأ  تلأس  متاح  یبأ  نبا  لاقو 

Ibn Mahdi said: “We used to benefit from the books of Ghandar on Shu’bah. Waki’
named him sahih al-kitab.” Abu Hatim narrated from Muhammad b. Aban al-Balakhi
that Ibn Mahdi said: “Ghandar is more accurate than me as far as Shu’bah is
concerned.” Ibn al-Mubarak said, “When the people disagree about the hadith of
Shu’bah, the book of Ghandar used to judge between them.” Ibn Abi Hatim said: “I
asked my father about Ghandar and he replied, ‘He was saduq (very truthful), and

was a teacher and in the hadith of Shu’bah, he is thiqah (trustworthy).’”10

p: 125

The third narrator, Shu’bah, is a pillar of Sunni ahadith. Al-Hafiz gives the catch-
:phrases about him

نینمؤملا ریمأ  وه  لوقی  يروثلا  ناک  نقتم  ظفاح  هقث  يرـصبلا  مث  یطـساولا  ماطـسب  وبأ  مهلاوم  یکتعلا  درولا  نب  جاـجحلا  نب  هبعش 
ثیدحلا یف 

Shu’bah b. al-Hajjaj b. al-Ward al-‘Atki, their freed slave, Abu Busṭam al-Wasiṭi, al-
Basri: Thiqah (trustworthy), hafiz (a hadith scientist), extremely precise. Al-Thawri

used to say: “He was the amir al-muminin (the supreme leader) in al-Hadith.”11

:This is what al-Hafiz establishes about the fourth narrator as well

هقث ئراقلا  موزخم  ینب  یلوم  یکملا  يازلا  دیدشتو  هدحوملا  حتفب  هزب  یبأ  نب  مساقلا 

Al-Qasim b. Abi Bazzah al-Makki, free slave of Banu Makhzum, the Qari (the Qur’an
reciter): Thiqah (trustworthy).12
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The last narrator, Abu al-Tufayl, was a Sahabi. So, normally, he was absolutely thiqah
:(trustworthy) by Sunni standards. Al-Hafiz affirms his status

ملـسو هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  يأرو  دحأ  ماع  دلو  ارمع  یمـس  امبرو  لیفطلا  وبأ  یثیللا  شحج  نب  ورمع  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  هلثاو  نب  رماع 
.هریغو ملسم  هلاق  هباحصلا  نم  تام  نم  رخآ  وهو  حیحصلا  یلع  هئامو  رشع  هنس  تام  نأ  یلإ  رمعو  هدعب  نمف  رکب  یبأ  نع  يورو 

Amir b. Wathilah b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr b. Jahsh al-Laythi, Abu al-Tufayl. Perhaps, he ‘
was named Amr. He was born during the year of Uhud, and he saw the Prophet,
peace be upon him. He narrated from Abu Bakr and all those after him. He lived till 110
H, based upon the correct opinion, and was the last of the Sahabah to die, according

to (Imam) Muslim and others.13

p: 126

This last fact reveals the fallacy of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s claim that Amir al-
Muminin never presented the challenge to any of the Sahabah! Abu al-Tufayl was in
the mosque when Imam ‘Ali made his declaration, and none was excluded from it. We

will further investigate this particular unfounded submission of our dear Shaykh, in
.greater detail, later

Let us now examine the fourth sahih report of Hadith Saluni from the Sunni books.
:Imam ‘Abd al-Razzaq records

نع ینولأست  هللاوف لا  ینولـس  لوقی  وهو  بطخی  وهو  ایلع  تدهـش  لاق  لیفطلا  یبأ  نع  هللا  دبع  نب  بهو  نع  رمعم  نع  قازرلا  دـبع 
مأ لهس  یف  مأ  راهنب  مأ  تلزن  لیلب  ملعأ  انأو  لاإ  هیآ  نم  ام  هللاوف  هللا  باتک  نع  ینولـسو  هب  مکتثدح  لاإ  همایقلا  موی  یلإ  نوکی  ئش 

لبج یف 

:Abd al-Razzaq – Ma’mar – Wahb b. ‘Abd Allah – Abu al-Tufayl‘

I witnessed ‘Ali while he was delivering a sermon and saying, “Ask me! I swear by
Allah, you will not ask me about ANYTHING that will occur up till the Day of
Resurrection except that I will inform you of it. Ask me about the Book of Allah. I
swear by Allah, there is NOT a single verse except that I know whether it was

revealed during the night or during the day, or on a level land or on a mountain.14
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:Al-Hafiz states about the first narrator

ظفاح هقث  یناعنصلا  رکب  وبأ  مهلاوم  يریمحلا  عفان  نب  مامه  نب  قازرلا  دبع 

p: 127

Abd al-Razzaq b. Hammam b. Nafi’ al-Humayri, their freed slave, Abu Bakr al-San’ani:‘
Thiqah (trustworthy), hafiz (a hadith scientist).15

:He also says about the second narrator

لضاف تبث  هقث  نمیلا  لیزن  يرصبلا  هورع  وبأ  مهلاوم  يدزلأا  دشار  نب  رمعم 

Ma’mar b. Rashid al-Azdi, their freed slave, Abu ‘Urwah al-Basri, he lived in Yemen:
Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt (accurate), fadhil (meritorious).16

:What about the third narrator? This is his verdict

هقث هدجل  بسنی  دقو  یفوکلا  دمو  نونو  ءاهلا  مضب  یئانهلا  ارغصم  هدحومب  یبد  یبأ  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  بهو 

Wahb b. ‘Abd Allah b. Abi Dubayy al-Hunai al-Kufi, he has been attributed to his
grandfather: Thiqah (trustworthy).17

.We already know about Abu al-Tufayl. So, this fourth riwayah too is sahih

:A simple summary of the athar is this

Ali challenged the people to ask him about anything. He never limited the challenge. . ‘ 1
!” Rather, he left it open: “Ask me

He claimed perfect knowledge of the Qur’an and Sunnah, as well as of all the . 3
.revealed scriptures of the past prophets and their respective Sunnahs

He also encouraged them to ask him about anything that would occur till the Hour. . 5
.He had complete knowledge of that too

He specifically warned the people after once he died, there would never be anyone . 7
.like him again till the Day of Resurrection
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Apparently, this goes beyond merely scaring some ignorant, evil fellows with some

limited knowledge. Rather, the question is: was/is anyone else ever capable of making

?similar claims

p: 128

Footnote

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 5, p. 507-508

Ibid, vol. 8, p. 57 . 2

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. ‘Umar b. Kathir al-Qurshi al-Dimashqi, Tafsir al-Qur’an . 3
al-‘Azim (Dar al-Ṭaybah li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 2nd edition, 1420 H) [annotator: Sami

b. Muhammad Salamah], vol. 7, p. 413

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 4
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. 506, * 3736

Ibid . 5

Abu Ja’far Muhammad b. Jarir b. Yazid b. Kathir b. Ghalib al-Āmuli al-Ṭabari, Jami al- . 6
Bayan fi Tawil al-Qur’an (Dar al-Fikr; 1415 H) [annotator: Ṣadafi Jamil al-‘Attar], vol. 26,

p. 240

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 7
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 3, p. 1567,

(*1978 (45

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 8
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. 129, *

6283
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Ibid, vol. 2, p. 63, * 5805 . 9

Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib (Dar al-Fikr; . 10
1st edition, 1404 H), vol. 9, p. 85, * 129

p: 129

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 11
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 418, *

2798

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 18, * 5469 . 12

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 464, * 3122 . 13

Abd al-Razzaq b. Hamam al-Ṣana’ani, Tafsir al-Qur’an (Riyadh: Maktabah al- . ‘ 14
Rushd; 1st edition, 1410 H) [annotator: Dr. Mustafa Muslim Muhammad], vol. 3, p. 241

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 15
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 599, *

4078

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 202, * 6833 . 16

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 292, * 7505 . 17

Hadith Saluni, Implications Of The Reports . 16

Hadith Saluni, Implications Of The Reports

The first and only creature to have ever made claims and offered challenges similar to
those in Hadith Saluni was the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa wa alihi. Imam

:Muslim (d. 261 H) records

سنأ ینربخأ  باهـش  نبا  نع  سنوی  ینربخأ  بهو  نبا  اـنربخأ  یبیجتلا  نارمع  نب  هلمرح  نب  هللادـبع  نب  ییحی  نب  هلمرح  ینثدـحو 
رکذف ربنملا  یلع  ماق  ملـس  املف  رهظلا  هلاـص  مهل  یلـصف  سمـشلا  تغاز  نیح  جرخ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  کلام  نب 

هب مکتربخأ  لاإ  ءیش  نع  ینولأست  هللاوف لا  هنع  ینلأسیلف  ءیـش  نع  ینلأسی  نأ  بحأ  نم  لاق  مث  اماظع  ارومأ  اهلبق  نأ  رکذو  هعاسلا 
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اذه یماقم  یف  تمد  ام 

p: 130

هیلع و هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  رثکأو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نم  کلذ  اوعمـس  نیح  ءاکبلا  سانلا  رثکأف  کلام  نب  سنأ  لاـق 
هیلع و هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  رثکأ  املف  هفاذـح  كوبأ  لاق  هللا  لوسر  ای  یبأ ؟  نم  لاقف  هفاذـح  نب  هللادـبع  ماقف  ینولـس  لوقی  نأ  ملس 
هیلع و هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  تکـسف  لاق  لاوسر  دـمحمبو  انید  ملاـسلإابو  ابر  اللهاب  انیـضر  لاقف  رمع  كرب  ینولـس  لوقی  نأ  نم  ملس 

افنآ رانلاو  هنجلا  یلع  تضرع  دقل  هدیب  دمحم  سفن  يذلاو  یلوأ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  مث  کلذ  رمع  لاق  نیح  ملس 
رشلاو ریخلا  یف  مویلاک  رأ  ملف  طئاحلا  اذه  ضرع  یف 

Harmala b. Yahya b. ‘Abd Allah b. Harmala b. ‘Imran al-Tajibi – Ibn Wahb – Yunus –
:Ibn Shihab – Anas b. Malik

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, came out when the sun had passed the
meridian, and led them in Salat al-Ẓuhr. When he said the salam, he stood upon the
pulpit, and mentioned the Hour, and mentioned great affairs that would occur before
it. Then he said, “Whosoever wishes to ask me about ANYTHING, let him ask me. I
swear by Allah, you will not ask me about ANYTHING except that I will inform you of it
as long as I remain in this position of mine.” So, the people wept a lot when they heard
that from the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. Then the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, repeatedly said “Ask me!” several times. So, ‘Abd Allah b.
Hudhafah stood up and said, “Who is my father, O Messenger of Allah?” He (the
Prophet) replied, “Your father is Hudhafah.” When the Messenger of Allah, peace be
upon him, continuously repeated “Ask me!” several times, ‘Umar knelt down and said,
“We are well-pleased with Allah as Lord, and with Islam as religion, and with

Muhammad as Messenger.” So, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, kept
quiet so long as ‘Umar was saying that. Then the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon
him, said, “It is near. I swear by the One in Whose Hand the life of Muhammad is,
there was presented to me the Paradise and the Hellfire in the nook of this enclosure,

and I did not see as much good and evil as I have seen today.”1

p: 131

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) also records
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ءیش نع  ینولأست  ملـس Y لا  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق  سنأ  نع  دیمح  نع  يدع  یبأ  نب  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
هفاذح كوبأ  لاق  یبأ  نم  هللا  لوسر  ای  هفاذح  نب  هللا  دبع  لاقف  لاق  مکتثدح  لاا  همایقلا  موی  یلإ 

:Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Ibn Abi ‘Adi – Hamid – Anas‘

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “You will not ask me about
ANYTHING (that will occur) up till the Day of Resurrection except that I will tell you.”
So, ‘Abd Allah b. Hudhafah said, “O Messenger of Allah, who is my father?” He replied,

“Your father is Hudhafah”.2

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ comments

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.3

These were momentous words. He offered them a challenge that was clearly beyond
human capability. The Sahabah were awed. They never fathomed the existence of a
man who could answer any question about anything – any verse in any revealed
scripture, any Sunnah of any prophet, any private secrets of anyone, science,
medicine, technology, astronomy, and so on. Anything! Nothing whatsoever was

excluded. They were challenged to ask anything about anything! ‘Abd Allah b.
Hudhafah exploited the opportunity to verify his paternity – which, of course, was part
of “anything”. The other Sahabah were too overwhelmed with awe to ask any
question. The Prophet kept challenging them. But, all that they could do was weep. If
anyone makes a similar challenge today, he would be humiliated immediately with

very simple questions. The only creature that was capable of making the same

challenge as the Messenger of Allah had done was none other than Amir al-Muminin,
.‘alaihi al-salam

p: 132

:This relevant athar is documented in Fadhail al-Sahabah of Imam Ahmad

یلص یبنلا  باحصأ  نم  دحأ  نکی  مل  لاق  دیعس :  نع  هارأ  لاق  دیعس  نب  ییحی  نع  نایفـس  ان  هبیـش  یبأ  نب  نامثع  ان  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
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بلاط یبأ  نب  یلع  لاا  ینولس  لوقی  ملس  هیلع و  هللا 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Uthman b. Abi Shaybah – Sufyan – Yahya b. Sa’id – ‘
Sa’id: “There was never anyone among the Sahabah of the Prophet, peace be upon

him, who used to say “Ask me!” except ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.4

:Dr. ‘Abbas comments

حیحص هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih5

As for Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, both of them did not even have sufficient knowledge of
either the Qur’an or Sunnah – much less anything else! For instance, ‘Umar did not

:know the basic Islamic ruling on tayammum. Imam Muslim records

نب دیعـس  نع  رذ  نع  مکحلا  ینثدـح  لاـق  هبعـش  نع  ناـطقلا ) دیعـس  نبا  ینعی   ) ییحی انثدـح  يدـبعلا  مشاـه  نـب  هللادـبع  ینثدـح 
لصت لاقف لا  ءام  دجأ  ملف  تبنجأ  ینإ   : لاقف رمع  یتأ  لاجر  نأ  هیبأ  نع  يزبأ  نب  نمحرلادبع 

Abd Allah b. Hisham al-‘Abdi – Yahya b. Sa’id al-Qaṭṭan – Shu’bah – al-Hakam – Dharr ‘
:– Sa’id b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abza – his father

A man came to 'Umar and said: “I have seminal discharges and I cannot find water (to
do the ghusl)”. He (‘Umar) said, “Do not perform Salat.”6

p: 133

:Meanwhile, this is the answer to that question in the Qur’an

اوحـسماف اـبیط  ادیعـص  اوممیتف  ءاـم  اودـجت  ملف  ءاـسنلا  متـسملا  وأ  طـئاغلا  نم  مکنم  دـحأ  ءاـج  وأ  رفـس  یلع  وأ  یـضرم  متنک  نإو 
مکیدیأو مکهوجوب 

And if you are ill, or on a journey, or one of you comes after answering the call of
nature, or you have had sexual intercourse with women and you cannot find water,

perform tayammum with clean soil and rub therewith your faces and hands.7

Umar apparently did not know the verses, or even the explicit Prophetic traditions‘
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which also explain the matter. As such, it was naturally impossible for him to have
issued any challenge to any people to ask him anything! He completely lacked the
capability, and would have been instantly humiliated with such beginner’s topics as
tayammum. Moreover, as Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) records below, ‘Umar also

:lacked knowledge of some other topics in Islamic jurisprudence

ربنم یلع  رمع  بطخ   : لاق امهنع  هللا  یـضر  رمع  نبا  نع  یبعـشلا  نع  یمیتلا  نایح  یبأ  نع  ییحی  انثدح  ءاجر  یبأ  نب  دمحأ  انثدح 
لـسعلاو ریعـشلاو  هطنحلاو  رمتلاو  بنعلا  ءایـشأ  هسمخ  نم  یهو  رمخلا  میرحت  لزن  دـق  هـنإ  لاـقف  ملـس  هـیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوـسر 

باوبأو هللاکلاو  دجلا  ادهع  انیلإ  دهعی  یتح  انقرافی  مل  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  تددو  ثلاثو  لقعلا .  رماخ  ام  رمخلاو 
ابرلا باوبأ  نم 

Ahmad b. Abi Rajah – Yahya – Abu Hayyan al-Tamimi – Shu’bi – Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah
:be pleased with them both

p: 134

Umar delivered a sermon on the pulpit of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,‘
saying, “Verily, there was revealed an order making alcohol haram, and it is made

from five things: grape, date, wheat, barley and honey. Alcohol is whatsoever clouds
the mind. I wish the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, had not left us before he
could explain three matters to us: the inheritance of the grandfather, kalalah and

various types of riba (usury).”8

But, it was not only ‘Umar. Abu Bakr too, as the khalifah – and therefore the chief
religious authority of the Muslims, was asked a beginner’s question by one of his

:subjects. It however turned out that the khalifah actually had no clue! Allah states

ههکافو ابلغ  قئادحو  لاخنو  انوتیزو  ابضقو  ابنعو  ابح  اهیف  انتبنأف  اقش  ضرلأا  انققش  مث  ابص  ءاملا  انببـص  انأ  هماعط  یلإ  ناسنلإا  رظنیلف 
مکماعنلأو مکل  اعاتم  ابأو 

That We pour forth water in abundance, and We split the earth in clefts, and We

cause therein the grain to grow, and grapes and clover plants, and olives and date-
palms, and gardens, dense with many trees, and fruits and herbage, a benefit for you

and your cattle.9
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:The above verse is in plain Arabic. Allah reveals about His Book

نیبم یبرع  ناسل  اذه 

This (Qur’an) is a clear Arabic tongue.10

نولقعت مکلعل  ایبرع  انآرق  هانلزنأ  انإ 

We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur’an in order that you may understand.11

p: 135

نولقعت مکلعل  ایبرع  انآرق  هانلعج  انإ 

Verily, We have made it a Qur’an in Arabic that you may be able to understand.12

Therefore, anyone with a proficient knowledge of the Arabic language will always

understand the verses of the Qur’an – at least in their literal senses – perfectly.
During the khilafah of Abu Bakr, a man came to him about the word “herbage” in the
above passage. He did not understand what it meant. Perhaps, the man was a
Persian, Roman or African. It is also possible that he was an Arab, but one without a

?sound knowledge of his native language. So, how did the khalifah explain to him

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 H) records

هل اذـه  نا  رکب  وبأ  لاقف  اذـکو  اذـک  لیقف  بلأا  ام  لیقف  ابأو  ههکافو  قیدـصلا  رکب  وبأ  أرق  لاـق  یعخنلا  میهاربإ  نع  رخآ  هجو  نمو 
اـضیأ جرخأو  قیدـصلاو  یعخنلا  نیب  عطقنم  اذـهو  ملعأ  امب لا  هللا  باتک  یف  تلق  اذإ  ینلظت  ءامـس  يأ  وأ  ینلقت  ضرأ  يأ  فلکتلا 
يوقی امهدـحأ  نکل  اضیأ  عطقنم  وهو  هلثم  رکذـف  ینلظت  ءامـس  يأ  لاقف  وه  ام  بلأا  نع  لئـس  رکب  ابأ  نا  یمیتلا  میهاربإ  قیرط  نم 

رخلآا

:And it is narrated from another chain on the authority of Ibrahim al-Nakha’i

Abu Bakr al-Siddiq recited “and fruits and herbage”. So, someone asked, “What is
herbage?” Another person answered, “It is so-and-so”. Therefore, Abu Bakr said,
“This one (i.e. this question) is overburdensome. Which earth will carry me and which

sky will shield me if I say concerning the Book of Allah THAT WHICH I HAVE NO
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.” KNOWLEDGE OF

p: 136

This is munqati’ (disconnected) between al-Nakha’i and al-Siddiq. It is also recorded
through the route of Ibrahim al-Tamimi that Abu Bakr was asked about herbage,
what it was, and he replied, “Which sky would shield me....” and he mentioned the like
of it (i.e. what Ibrahim al-Nakha’i narrated). This one too is munqati’. However, each

one of the two (reports) STRENGTHENS the other.13

So, Abu Bakr, despite being from Quraysh – who spoke the purest Arabic dialect – did
not know what “herbage” meant in the Qur’an! Apparently, though an Arab, the first
Sunni khalifah had deficient knowledge of his own native language. Considering that
the Book of Allah was revealed in “clear” Arabic, that fact alone naturally made him an

.incompetent interpreter of the divine Scripture

:Umar too had a similar condition. Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) records‘

یبأ ینثدح  هللا  دبع  وبأ  انثدحو  سنأ  نع  دیمح  أبنأ  نوراه  نب  دیزی  أبنأ  یمیمتلا  دبع  نب  میهاربإ  انث  بوقعی  نب  هللا  دبع  وبأ  انثدـح 
رمع عمس  هنأ  هربخأ  هنع  هللا  یضر  کلام  نب  سنأ  نأ  باهش  نبا  نع  حلاص  نع  یبأ  انث  دعس  نب  میهاربإ  نب  بوقعی  أبنأ  قاحسإ  انث 
اذه لکف  لاق :  ابأو }  ههکافو  ابلغ *  قئادحو  لاخنو *  انوتیزو  ابضقو *  ابنعو  ابح *  اهیف  انتبنأف  لوقی {  هنع  هللا  یـضر  باطخلا  نب 

باتکلا اذه  نم  مکل  نیبت  ام  اوعبتا  فلکتلا  هللا  رمعل  اذه  لاقف :  هدی ؟  یف  تناک  اصع  ضقن  مث  بلأا  امف  هانفرع  دق 

:Abu ‘Abd Allah b. Ya’qub – Ibrahim al-Tamimi – Yazid b. Harun – Hamid – Anas

p: 137

And Abu ‘Abd Allah – my father – Ishaq – Ya’qub b. Ibrahim b. Sa’d – my father – Salih
:– Ibn Shihab – Anas b. Malik, may Allah be pleased with him

I heard ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, reciting {And We cause therein the
grain to grow, and grapes and clover plants, and olives and date-palms, and gardens,
dense with many trees, and fruits and herbage}. He said, “We have known all of this.
But, what is “herbage”? Then, he broke a stick which was in his hand. So, he said,
“This, I swear by the Life of Allah, IS OVERBURDENSOME. Follow (only) what is clear
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to you from this Book.”14

:Al-Hakim says

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.15

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) concurs

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim16)

:For Allah’s sake, was it possible for Abu Bakr or ‘Umar to issue a challenge like this

کلذب مکتأبنأ  لاإ  هللا ،  لوسر  نع  هنس  نع  لاو  هللا ،  باتک  یف  هیآ  نع  ینولأست  لا 

You will not ask me about ANY verse in the Book of Allah, or about ANY Sunnah from
.the Messenger of Allah, except that I will inform you of that

Footnote

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 1
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1832,

(* 2359 (136

p: 138

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 2
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 107, * 12063

Ibid . 3

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Fadhail al-Ṣahabah (Beirut: Muasassat . 4
al-Risalah; 1st edition, 1403 H) [annotator: Dr. Wasiyullah Muhammad ‘Abbas], vol. 2, p.

646, * 1098
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Ibid . 5

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 6
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 1, p. 280,

*112

Qur’an 4:43 and 5:6 . 7

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-J’ufi, al- . 8
Jami’ al-Ṣahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 5, p. 2122, * 5266

Qur’an 80:25-32 . 9

Qur’an 16:103 . 10

Qur’an 12:2 . 11

Qur’an 43:3 . 12

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Ṣahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: . 13
Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Ṭaba’ah wa al-Nashr; 2nd edition), vol. 13, pp. 229-230

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 14
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. 559, * 3897

Ibid . 15

Ibid . 16

?Hadith Saluni, Did The Sahabah Ask ‘Ali . 17

?Hadith Saluni, Did The Sahabah Ask ‘Ali

p: 139

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) claims
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نیعباتلا رارش  نم  مهنم  ریثک  ناکو  نیعباتلا  سانلا  ماوع  هلمج  نم  مهف  مهبطاخی  یلع  ناک  نیذلا  امأو  ینولس ...  یلع  لوق  امأ 

As for the statement of ‘Ali “Ask me” ... those whom ‘Ali was addressing, they were

commoners among the Tabi’in, and a lot of them were the evil ones among the
Tabi’in.1

:He clarifies further

ناملـسو ءادردـلا  یبأو  بعک  نب  یبأو  ذاعمو  دوعـسم  نبلا  اذـه  لقی  مل  بابلا  اذـه  نم  وه  ینولـس  هفوکلاـب  هدـنع  نمل  یلع  لوقف 
هباحصلا نم  مهنود  وه  نم  لاو  دوعسم  نبا  لاو  یبأ  لاو  ذاعم  طق لا  هلأسی  ملف  مهلاثمأو .... 

The statement of ‘Ali “Ask me” TO THOSE WITH HIM IN KUFAH was in this regard. He
never said this to Ibn Mas’ud, Mu’adh, Ubayy b. Ka’b, Abu Darda, Salman or others
like them.... They never asked him (anything) – not Mu’adh, not Ubayy, not Ibn Mas’ud

and NOT others from the Sahabah.2

The patent purpose of the above submissions is to downplay the importance of Amir

al-Muminin’s, ‘alaihi al-salam, challenge. However, what really mattered was the
quality of the challenge, and not its audience. As we have demonstrated, neither Abu
Bakr nor ‘Umar was ever capable of issuing the same challenge as Amir al-Muminin

did, not even to school kids. Meanwhile, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah is actually wrong in his
claims concerning the people of Kufah, and the Sahabah, with regards to the

.challenge of ‘Ali

p: 140

( : To get a clearer picture, let us present this narration of Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H

هنع یلاعت  هللا  یـضر  یلع  عمج  لاق : لیفطلا  یبأ  نع  رطف  انث  لااق  ینعملا  میعن  وبأو  دمحم  نب  نیـسح  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
ماق امل  عمس  ام  مخ  ریدغ  موی  لوقی  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  عمـس  ملـسم  ئرما  لک  هللا  دشنأ  مهل  لاق  مث  هبحرلا  یف  سانلا 

مهسفنأ نم  نینمؤملاب  یلوأ  ینا  نوملعتأ  سانلل  لاقف  هدیب  هذخأ  نیح  اودهشف  ریثک  سان  ماقف  میعن  وبأ  لاقو  سانلا  نم  نوثلاث  ماقف 
تیقلف ائیش  یـسفن  یف  نأکو  تجرخف  لاق  هاداع  نم  داعو  هلااو  نم  لاو  مهللا  هلاوم  اذهف  هلاوم  تنک  نم  لاق  هللا  لوسر  ای  معن  اولاق 

هیلع و هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  تعمـس  دق  رکنت  امف  لاق  اذکو  اذک  لوقی  هنع  یلاعت  هللا  یـضر  ایلع  تعمـس  ینا  هل  تلقف  مقرأ  نب  دـیز 
هل کلذ  لوقی  ملس 
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Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Husayn b. Muhammad and Abu‘
:Na’im al-Ma’ani – Faṭr – Abu al-Tufayl

Ali, may Allah the Most High be pleased with him, gathered people at Rahbah (an area‘
in Kufah), and said to them, “I implore with Allah to testify every single Muslim who

heard what the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said while standing on the
Day of Ghadir Khumm. So, thirty people stood up - Abu Na’im said: lots of people stood
up – and testified that while holding his (i.e. ‘Ali’s) hand, he (the Prophet) said to the
people, “Do you know that I am more entitled to the believers than themselves?” They
replied, “Yes, O Messenger of Allah.” He (the Prophet) said, “Whosoever I am his
mawla, this too is his mawla. O Allah, be the friend of whosoever is his friend, and be

the enemy of whosoever is his enemy.”3

p: 141

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ states

حیحص هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih4

All those thirty – or actually, lots of - people who stood up to testify were Sahabah,
and they were among the people of Kufah! The challenge of Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali was

directed towards them too, along with the other residents of the city. This reality cuts
.off the first leg of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s apparently fallacious submission

At this point, it becomes imperative to ask. Did the Sahabah ever consult Amir al-
Muminin to gain knowledge in their religion? Our dear Shaykh claims that they never

:did. But, is that the case? ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) replies

( يربح نبا   ) هل لاقی  ماشلا  لهأ  نم  لاجر  نأ  بیـسملا " : نب  دیعـس  قیرط  نم  ( 11/44/2  " ) فنصملا یف "  هبیـش  یبأ  نبا  هجرخأ 
نع ایلع  لس  نأ  یـسوم  یبأ  یلإ  بتکف  کلذ ,  یف  ءاضقلا  هیلع  لکـشأف  هیواعم  یلإ  عفرف  امهلتق ,  وأ  اهلتقف ,  لاجر  هتأرما  عم  دجو 

ایلع یسوم  وبأ  لأسف  کلذ , 

:Ibn Abi Shaybah recorded it in al-Musnaf (2/44/11) from the route of Sa’id b. Jubayr
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A Syrian man called Ibn Habri caught a man with his wife, and therefore killed him or
killed both of them. So, his case was brought to Mu’awiyah. However, he had problem
on how to do justice in that. As such, he wrote to Abu Musa to ask ‘Ali concerning that.

Therefore, Abu Musa asked ‘Ali.5

:The ‘Allamah comments

p: 142

.یلع نم  هعامس  یف  فلتخم  بیسملا  نب  دیعس  نکل  تاقث ,  هلاجرو  تلق :

I say: Its narrators are trustworthy. However, there is disagreement over whether

Sa’id b. Musayyab heard from ‘Ali or not.6

:Of course, the correct opinion is that he heard from ‘Ali, as declared by al-Hafiz

لاـسرم رکب  یبأ  نع  يور  .یموزخملا  یـشرقلا  موزخم  نبا  نارمع  نب  ذئاع  نب  ورمع  نب  بهو  یبأ  نب  نزح  نب  بیـسملا  نب  دـیعس 
…. صاقو یبأ  نب  دعسو  یلعو  نامثعو  رمع  نعو 

Sa’id b. al-Musayyab b. Huzn b. Abi Wahb b. ‘Amr b. ‘Aiz b. ‘Imran b. Makhzum al-
Qurshi al-Makhzumi. He narrated from Abu Bakr in a mursal form, and from ‘Umar,

‘Uthman, ‘Ali, Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas....7

It was only from Abu Bakr that he did not hear directly. As for ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, ‘Ali and
all the other people from whom Sa’id b. al-Musayyab heard, they are grouped
together in the same unbroken, long list of names. Moreover, Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279

:H) records this chain

بلاط یبأ  نب  یلع  نع  بیسملا  نب  دیعس  نع  دیز  نب  یلع  انثدح  میهاربإ  نب  لیعامسإ  انثدح  عینم  نب  دمحأ  انثدح 

Ahmad b. Muni’ – Isma’il b. Ibrahim – ‘Ali b. Yazid – Sa’id b. al-Musayyab – ‘Ali b. Abi
Talib.8

:Al-Tirmidhi notably comments

حیحص نسح  یلع  ثیدح 
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The hadith of ‘Ali is hasan sahih.9

:Allamah al-Albani backs him‘

حیحص

p: 143

Sahih10

Simply put, the athar from al-Musnaf of Ibn Abi Shaybah has a sahih chain. It is a very
interesting narration, indeed. Mu’awiyah – a Sahabi - was the rebel leader who was

waging war against Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali, the khalifah. Yet, despite his bloody
insurgency, he turned to ‘Ali for solution to his judicial problem. That was an extreme

step, which revealed Mu’awiyah’s unconditional acknowledgement that ‘Ali’s
knowledge was unmatched and unique. Moreover, Abu Musa, whom Mu’awiyah sent,
was another Sahabi who could have offered a solution if he had any! This incident

.effectively buries the remains of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s claims

But, there is more! The second rebel leader who also waged a bloody campaign

against ‘Ali was Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah. Imam Ahmad records another interesting
:narration

ئناه نب  حیرش  نع  هرمیخم  نب  مساقلا  نع  مکحلا  نع  سیق  نب  ورمع  نع  نایفـس  انربخأ  قازرلا  دبع  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
هللا یلـص  هللا  لوسر  عم  رفاسی  ناک  هنإف  هلأساف  بلاط  یبأ  نباب  کیلع  تلاقف  نیفخلا  نع  اهلأسأ  اـهنع  هللا  یـضر  هشئاـع  تیتأ  لاـق :

هتلأسف هتیتأف  ملس  هیلع و 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Sufyan – ‘Amr‘
:b. Qays – al-Hakam – al-Qasim b. Makhirah – Shurayh b. Hani

I went to ‘Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, and asked her about the two khuffs.
So, she said, “You MUST go to Ibn Abi Talib and ask him, because he used to go on
journeys with the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.” So, I went to him and

asked him.11

p: 144
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:Al-Arnauṭ says

ملسم طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of (Imam) Muslim.12

:Imam Abu Ya’la (d. 307 H) further documents

نع هشئاع  تلأس  لاق : ئناه  نب  حیرـش  نع  هرمیخم  نب  مساقلا  نع  مکحلا  نع  شمعلأا  انثدـح  هیواعم  وبأ  انثدـح  همثیخ  وبأ  انثدـح 
حسملا نع  هتلأسف  ایلع  تیتأف  ینم  کلذب  ملعأ  ناک  هنإف  هلسف  ایلع  تئا  تلاقف :  نیفخلا  یلع  حسملا 

Abu Khaythamah – Abu Mu’awiyah – Al-A’mash – al-Hakam – al-Qasim b. Makhirah –
:Shurayh b. Hani

I asked ‘Aishah concerning wiping over the two khuffs. So, she said, “Go to ‘Ali and ask
him, because he is more knowledgeable of that than me.” So, I went to ‘Ali and asked

him about the wiping.13

:Shaykh Dr. Asad comments

حیحص هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih14

One crucial point here is that Shurayh b. Hani was a Sahabi too. Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H)
:states

یلـص یبنلا  كردأ  مادقملا  وبأ  یثراحلا  بعک  نب  ثراحلا  نب  دیزی  نب  ئناه  نب  حیرـش  لاقیو  کیهن  نب  دیزی  نب  ئناه  نب  حـیرش 
ملسو هیلع  هللا 

Shurayh b. Hani b. Yazid b. Nuhayk, and he is called Shurayh b. Hani b. Yazid b. al-
Harith b. Ka’b al-Harithi, Abu al-Miqdam: He met the Prophet, peace be upon him.15

Do we really have to make any further comments at this point? Perhaps, we should
(: just close things with these words of Imam Ibn al-Athir (d. 630 H

p: 145
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نیب اهنم  هقباس  نأ  ول  ام  قباوسلا  نم  یلعل  ناک  دـقل  یبنلا  باحـصأ  ضعب  لاق  لاق  لیفطلا  یبأ  نع  رطق  نع  نوراه  نب  دـیزی  يورو 
مهنع هللا  یضر  هریغو  رمع  لثم  هباحـصلا  هلأس  ام  انرکذ  ولو  اهنم  اذه  یلع  رـصتقن  هریثک  رابخأ  اذه  یف  هلو  اریخ  مهتعـسول  قئلاخلا 

انلطلأ

Yazid b. Harun narrated from Faṭr from Abu al-Tufayl who said, “Some of the Sahabah
of the Prophet said: ‘There are certain unmatched qualities and ranks of ‘Ali that if any
of them had been distributed among all creation, it would bring good to all of them’.
There are LOTS of reports in this regard in his favour. We are only mentioning a few.
If we had mentioned what the Sahabah, such as ‘Umar and others, may Allah be

pleased with them, had asked him, we would have cited a lot!16

Footnote

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 5, p. 507-508

Ibid, vol. 8, p. 57 . 2

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 3
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 370, * 19321

Ibid . 4

Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani, Irwa al-Ghalil fi Takhrij Ahadith Manar al-Sabil . 5
(Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islami; 2nd edition, 1405 H), vol. 8, p. 28, * 2361

Nur al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Majma’ al-Zawaid (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1412 H),
vol. 7, p. 274, * 2216

p: 146

Ibid . 6

Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib (Dar al-Fikr; . 7
1st edition, 1404 H), vol. 4, p. 74, * 145
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Abu ‘Īsa Muhammad b. ‘Īsa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Ṣahih Sunan al- . 8
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 3, p. 452, * 1146

Ibid . 9

Ibid . 10

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 11
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 146, * 1244

Ibid . 12

Abu Ya’la Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muthanna al-Mawsili al-Tamimi, Musnad (Damascus: Dar . 13
al-Mamun li al-Turath; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 1, p.

229, * 264

Ibid . 14

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, al-Isabah fi Tamyiz al-Ṣahabah (Beirut: Dar al- . 15
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1415 H) [annotators: Shaykh ‘Ādil Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-

Mawjud and Shaykh ‘Ali Muhammad Ma’udh], vol. 3, p. 307 -308, * 3991

Ibn al-Athir, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Karim b. ‘Abd al-Wahid al- . 16
Shaybani al-Jazari, Usd al-Ghabah (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi; 1st edition,

1417 H) [annotator: ‘Ādil Ahmad al-Rufa’i], vol. 4, p. 110

Hadith Al-‘Ilm, Establishing Its Authenticity . 18

Hadith Al-‘Ilm, Establishing Its Authenticity

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) claims

ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  دعب  سانلا  ملعا  ناک  هنا  ثلاثلا  یضفارلا  لاق 

p: 147

رکب وبأ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  دعب  سانلا  ملعا  نأ  مهؤاملع  هیلع  قفتا  ام  نولوقی  کلذ و  نوعنمی  هنسلا  لها  نأ  باوجلا  و 
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مهلک هباحصلا  ملعا  رکب  ابأ  نأ  یلع  عامجلإا  دحاو  ریغ  رکذ  دق  رمع و  مث 

The Rafidhi said: “The third (point) is that he (‘Ali) is the most knowledgeable of
.” mankind after the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him

The answer is that the Ahl al-Sunnah reject that and say what their scholars
unanimously agree upon that the most knowledgeable of mankind after the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, was Abu Bakr, then ‘Umar. Several people
have mentioned the consensus upon the fact that Abu Bakr was the most

knowledgeable of all the Sahabah altogether.1

It is one thing to make a claim. It is another for it to be valid. In exactly what way was

Abu Bakr, for instance, more knowledgeable than Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam?

‘Ali is the best judge of this entire Ummah – a far better judge than either Abu Bakr or
‘Umar. Justice dispensation, of course, requires very advanced knowledge of the
Qur’an and Sunnah. Since Amir al-Muminin was a better judge than both Abu Bakr
and ‘Umar, he definitely had better knowledge of the Book of Allah and the traditions

.of His Messenger, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, than the duo

Moreover, while ‘Ali had perfect knowledge of the Qur’an and Sunnah, as well as that
of all previous Scriptures and Sunnahs, and issued public challenges to this effect,
neither Abu Bakr nor ‘Umar even knew the meaning of “herbage” in the Book of Allah!
‘Umar, in particular, lacked knowledge of such topics in Islamic jurisprudence as
tayammum, kalalah, riba, inheritance of the grandfather, and whether pregnancy
could be only for six months or not! Yet, he was supposedly more knowledgeable than

.‘Ali according to the weird logic of some folks

p: 148

Our dear Shaykh has cited a general Sunni clerical consensus about Abu Bakr’s
scientific superiority over the Ummah. The key question, however, is whether the
Messenger of Allah was part of this consensus. If he was not, then such an agreement

:lacks any merit. Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) records the Prophet’s opinion on the matter
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یلص یبنلا  تأضو  لاق : راسی  نب  لقعم  نع  عفان  یبأ  نب  عفان  نع  نامهط  نب  ینعی  دلاخ  انث  دمحأ  وبأ  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
اهلقث لمحیـس  هنا  امأ  لاقف  یلع  ائکوتم  ماقف  معن  تلقف  اهدوعت  اهنع  هللا  یـضر  همطاف  یف  کـل  لـه  لاـقف  موی  تاذ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا 

هللاو تلاق  کنیدجت  فیک  اهل  لاقف  ملاسلا  اهیلع  همطاف  یلع  انلخد  یتح  ءیـش  یلع  نکی  مل  هنأکف  لاق  کل  اهرجأ  نوکیو  كریغ 
ام وأ  لاق  ثیدحلا  اذه  یف  هدی  طخب  یبأ  باتک  یف  تدـجو  نمحرلا  دـبع  وبأ  لاق  یمقـس  لاطو  یتقاف  تدتـشاو  ینزح  دتـشا  دـقل 

املح مهمظعأو  املع  مهرثکأو  املس  یتمأ  مدقأ  کتجوز  ینأ  نیضرت 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) - Abu Ahmad – Khalid b. Tahman ‘
:– Nafi’ b. Abi Nafi’ – Ma’qil b. Yasar

I was with the Prophet, peace be upon him, one day. Then he said, “Would you like to
visit Faṭimah, may Allah be pleased with her?” I said, “Yes.” So, he stood up, leaning on
me, and said, “But, someone else apart from you will soon bear its weight and its
reward will be for you.” It was as though I was carrying nothing until we entered upon
Faṭimah, peace be upon her. He (the Prophet) said to her, “How do you feel?” She
answered, “By Allah, my grief has intensified, my want has worsened and my sickness
has lasted long.” He said, “Are you not satisfied that I have married you to the one
who was the first of my Ummah to accept Islam, and the most knowledgeable of

them, and the most clement of them?”2

p: 149

:Imam al-Haythami (d. 807 H) states about this report

اوقثو لاجرب  یناربطلاو  دمحأ  هاور 

Ahmad and al-Tabarani recorded it with narrators who have (all) been graded thiqah
(trustworthy).3

At another place, al-Haythami again comments on the same hadith with the same

:chain

تاقث هلاجر  هیقبو  هریغو  متاح  وبأ  هقثو  نامهط  نب  دلاخ  هیفو  یناربطلاو  دمحأ  هاور 

Ahmad and al-Tabarani narrated it. In the chain is Khalid b. Tahman. Abu Hatim and
others declared him thiqah (trustworthy). The remaining narrators are (all) thiqah
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(trustworthy).4

:But Shaykh al-Arnauṭ disagrees

فیعض هدانسإ 

Its chain is dha’if.5

Strangely, al-Arnauṭ gives no reason for his verdict, especially in the case of such a
sensitive hadith! Meanwhile ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) seems to have noticed this
:omission. In his al-DHa’ifah, after quoting the exact report above, the ‘Allamah states

( . 1 / 89 / 12  ) رکاسع نبا  هقیرط  نمو  ( ، 26 / 5  ) دمحأ هجرخأ 

رـشعب هتوم  لبق  طلخ  فیعـض  : " نیعم نبا  لاقو  .نورثکلأا  هفعـضف  نامهط ؛ نب  دلاخ  ریغ  تاقث ؛ هلاجر  فیعـض ؛ دانـسإ  اذهو  تلق :
". هقث کلذ  لبق  ناکو  نینس ،

(. Ahmad (5/26) recorded it, and from his route Ibn Asakir (12/89/1

I say: This chain is dha’if. Its narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), except Khalid b.
Tahman for the majority declared him dha’if. Ib Ma’in said, “He is dha’if. He became

confused ten years before his death. But, before that he was thiqah (trustworthy).”6

p: 150

So, both Imam al-Haythami and ‘Allamah al-Albani agree that all the narrators except
Khalid were thiqah (trustworthy). However, while al-Haythami maintains that even
Khalid was graded unconditionally thiqah (trustworthy), al-Albani argues that the
majority actually considered him dha’if. In a rather weird move, ‘Allamah al-Albani
makes no attempt to, at least, list out the names of some of these“majority”. The best
that he has offered is only one name: Yahya b. Ma’in! Interestingly, the same ‘Allamah

:even goes ahead to refute himself elsewhere

.طلتخا ناک  هنکل  قودص ، وهف  نامهط  نب  دلاخ  همساو  فافخلا  ءلاعلا  وبأ  امأو 

As for Abu al-‘Ala al-Khafaf, his name is Khalid b. Tahman, and he is saduq (very
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truthful), although he became confused.7

:This is the correct view, according to al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) as well

طلتخا مث  عیشتلاب  یمر  قودص  هتینکب  روهشم  فافخلا  ءلاعلا  وبأ  وهو  دلاخ  یبأ  نب  دلاخ  وهو  یفوکلا  نامهط  نب  دلاخ 

Khalid b. Tahman al-Kufi, and he is Khalid b. Abi Khalid, and he is Abu al-‘Ala al-Khafaf,
well-known with his kunya (nickname): Saduq (very truthful), accused of Shi’ism. He

later became confused.8

:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) has the same opinion

.نیعم نبا  هفعض  یعیش ، قودص  سنوی ، نب  دمحأو  ، یبایرفلا هنعو  هدعو ، سنأ ، نع  فافخلا  یفوکلا ، ءلاعلا  وبأ  نامهط  نب  دلاخ 

Khalid b. Tahman Abu al-‘Ala al-Kufi, al-Khafaf, he narrated from Anas and a number

(of others) while al-Faryabi and Ahmad b. Yunus (also) narrated from him: Saduq (very
truthful), a Shi’i. Ibn Ma’in declared him dha’if.9

p: 151

Apparently, Khalid was thiqah (trustworthy) or at least saduq (very truthful). However,
ten years before his death, his memory faded. In line with the Sunni hadith principles,
when a reliable narrator with a failed memory transmits a report, we first ask if the
specific report under study was narrated by him before or during his illness. If there is
clear evidence that he transmitted the hadith during his days with a sound memory,
then it is accepted from him unconditionally. However, in all other cases, a further
question is asked. Was his memory failure a serious one or not? The answer to that,
as we will prove shortly, determines the final step. Meanwhile, ‘Allamah al-Albani here

:gives explanations on the case of a narrator with a serious memory failure

: تلااح ثلاث  هل  نیطلتخملا  نم  هلثمو  هطلاتخا ، لاول  هقث  وهو  تلق :

.طلاتخلاا لبق  ثیدحلاب  ثدح  هنأ  فرعی  نأ   - 1

.طلاتخلاا دعب  هب  ثدح  هنأ  فرعی  نأ   - 2
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.اذه لاو  اذه  هنع لا  فرعی  نأ لا   - 3

.نییرخلأا نیتلاحلا  نود  هب ؛ جتحی  طقف  یلولأا  هلاحلا  یفف 

I say: He is thiqah (trustworthy) despite his confusion. A confused narrator like him
:has three statuses

.To know that he narrated the hadith before the confusion . 1

.To know that he narrated the hadith during the confusion . 3

.Not knowing whether he narrated it before or after . 5

p: 152

It is only in the first status that his ahadith are accepted as hujjah (authority), and not
in the other two statuses.10

The first question then is: did Khalid narrate Hadith al-‘Ilm to Abu Ahmad before his
?confusion or otherwise

:There is a difference of opinion on this. For instance, Imam al-Ghazali (d. 505 H) states

اهدوعت همطاـف  یف  کـل  لـه  لاـقف  موی  تاذ  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  تأـضو  راـسی  نب  لـقعم  ثیدـح  نم  یناربـطلاو  دـمحلأو 
حیحص هدانسإو  املح  مهمظعأو  املع  مهرثکأو  املس  یتمأ  مدقأ  کتجوز  نأ  نیضرت  امأ  هیفو  ثیدحلا 

Ahmad and al-Tabarani narrated from the hadith of Ma’qil b. Yasar: “I helped the
Prophet, peace be upon him, to perform ablution one day. Then he said, ‘Would you
like to visit Faṭimah?’” Part of the hadith is this: “‘Are you not satisfied that I have
married you to the one who was the first of my Ummah to accept Islam, and the most

knowledgeable of them, and the most clement of them?’” Its chain is sahih.11

He apparently believes that Abu Ahmad heard the hadith from Khalid before the
latter’s confusion. Meanwhile, ‘Allamah al-Albani and Shaykh al-Arnauṭ disagree. To
them, he transmitted the report during the last ten years of his life. For the purpose of
our research, we stick with the duo. Therefore, we will proceed in our investigation on
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the basis of an unproved assumption that Khalid narrated Hadith al-‘Ilm with a failed
.memory

The next question then is: did Khalid have a serious memory problem? Imam Ibn
”: Hibban says “no

p: 153

مهیو ئطخی  نامهط ....  نب  دلاخ 

Khalid b. Tahman.... He made mistakes and hallucinated.12

That expression is used only in mild cases. Where the memory failure is serious, the
muhadithun of the Ahl al-Sunnah employ terms like “he made mistakes a lot”13 and
“he hallucinated a lot”14. Khalid did NOT make mistakes a lot, and never hallucinated a
lot. Truly, his memory failure caused him to make mistakes, and to hallucinate. But,
things were never serious. His mistakes and hallucinations were only occasional.
Therefore, he still transmitted completely authentic ahadith during those last ten
years of his lifetime. So, ‘Allamah al-Albani tells us about another narrator who was

:exactly like Khalid

شحفی مل  نکلو  نینـس ، ثلاثب  هتوم  لـبق  طـلتخا  ناـک  نإو  نیحیحـصلا ؛"   " یف هب  جـتحم  ساـیإ - نب  دیعـس  همـساو  يریرجلاو -
رهظی مل  ام  هب  جتحی  نأ  یغبنی  هلثمف  هنع ، وه  رثکأو  نیحیحصلا ،"   " اًعبت ل هحیحص "   " یف نابح  نبا  هب  جتحا  اذهل  هنأکو  هطلاتخا ،

.یلاعت هللا  ءاش  نإ  هیف  هتبارغ  رضی  لاف  اذه ؛- هثیدح  یف  نأشلا  وه  امک  دهاوش - هل  ناک  وأ  عبوت  اذإف  هؤطخ ،

Al-Jurayri – and his name is Sa’id b. Iyas – IS RELIED UPON AS A HUJJAH IN THE TWO

SAHIHS, despite he became confused three years before his death. HOWEVER, HIS
CONFUSION WAS NOT SERIOUS. Perhaps, it was for this reason that Ibn Hibban has
(also) relied upon him as a hujjah in his Sahih, copying the two Sahihs, and has
narrated a lot from him. In the case of a narrator like him, it is appropriate to take him
as a hujjah where his mistake is not evident. So, where he is supported by another
narrator in narrating the same report from the same person, or there are
corroborating reports – as in the case of this hadith – then his oddness does no harm

to it insha Allah Ta’la.15
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p: 154

Armed with this information, one can confidently say that Hadith al-‘Ilm, as narrated
by Khalid – even without support or corroboration – is at least hasan in itself. Imam al-
Tirmidhi16 and Shaykh Dr. Asad17 also grade the chain of Khalid b. Tahman as hasan,
while Imam al-Hakim maintains that his sanad is actually solidly sahih18. As such, the
verdicts of both ‘Allamah al-Albani and Shaykh al-Arnauṭ concerning Hadith al-‘Ilm
are hasty and contrary to evidence. What is more? There also are a lot of

!corroborating reports testifying for the hadith

:Allamah al-Hindi (d. 975 H) records one of such corroborating ahadith‘

لاقف امهیلع  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یبأف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ  همطاف  رمعو  رکب  وبأ  بطخ  لاق :  یلع  نع 
لاقف ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسرل  موی  تاذ  یلع  ضرعتف  یفیسو  یلمجو  یعرد  لاإ  ءیـش  نم  یلام  لاق :  یلع  ای  اهل  تنأ  رمع : 
کلذ همطاف  غلب  املف  همطاف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ینجوزف  امهنهرأ  یعردو  یلمج  لاق :  ءیـش ؟  نم  کل  له  یلع  اـی  : 

املح مهلـضفأو  املع  مهرثکأ  کتحکنأ  هللاو  همطاف  ای  نیکبت  کل  اـم  لاـقف :  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  اـهیلع  لخدـف  تکب 
املس مهلوأ  ظفل :  یفو  املس  مهمدقأو 

:Narrated ‘Ali

Abu Bakr and ‘Umar sought the hand of Faṭimah in marriage from the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him. But, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, refused
their proposals. So, ‘Umar said, “You are for her, O ‘Ali.” He (‘Ali) said, “What do I have
apart from my armour, my camel and my sword?” So, ‘Ali approached the Messenger

of Allah, peace be upon him, one day and he (the Prophet) said, “O ‘Ali! Do you have
anything?” He replied, “My camel and my armour.” I mortgaged both of them. So, the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, married Faṭimah to me. When the news got
to Faṭimah, she wept. As a result, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, went to
her and said, “Why are you weeping, O Faṭimah? I swear by Allah, I have married you
to the most knowledgeable of them, and the most clement of them, and the first of

them to accept Islam.”19

p: 155
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:Al-Hindi comments

هرهاطلا هیرذلا  یف  یبلاودلاو  هححصو  ریرج  نبا 

Ibn Jarir (al-Tabari) recorded it AND DECLARED IT SAHIH. Al-Dawlabi also recorded it
in al-Dhurriyah al-Tahirah.20

:Imam al-Tabarani (d. 360 H) records another

هللا یـضر  ایلع  نأ  قاحـسإ : یبأ  نع  کیرـش  ینربخأ  لاق  حارجلا  نب  عیکو  نع  قازرلا  دبع  نع  يربدلا  میهاربإ  نب  قاحـسإ  انثدـح 
هیلع و هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  لاقف  نطبلا  میظع  شمیعأ  هینتجوز  ملـس :  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلل  تلاق  اهنع  هللا  یـضر  همطاف  جوزت  اـمل  هنع 

املح مهمظعأو  املع  مهرثکأو  املس  یباحصأ  لولأ  هنإو  لولأ  هنإو  هکتجوز  دقل  ملس : 

:Ishaq b. Ibrahim al-Dabri – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Waki’ b. Al-Jarrah – Sharik – Abu Ishaq

Verily, ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, when he married Faṭimah, may Allah be
pleased with her, she said to the Prophet, peace be upon him, “You married me to a
bleary-eyed man with a big belly.” So, the Prophet, peace be upon him, said, “I have
married you to him because he was the first of my Sahabah to accept Islam, and the

most knowledgeable of them, and the most clement of them.”21

:Commenting on this report, Imam al-Haythami states

دانسلإا حیحص  لسرم  وهو  یناربطلا  هاور 

Al-Tabarani records it, and it is mursal WITH A SAHIH CHAIN.22

Footnote

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 500

p: 156

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 2
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 26, * 20322
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Nur al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Majma’ al-Zawaid (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1412 . 3
H), vol. 9, pp. 147-148, * 14669

Ibid, vol. 9, p. 123, * 14595 . 4

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 5
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 26, * 20322

Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ḍa’ifah wa . 6
al-Mawdhu’ah wa Atharihah al-Sayyiah fi al-Ummah (Riyadh: Dar al-Ma’arif; 1st

edition, 1412 H), vol. 10, p. 535, * 4898

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 7
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 4, p. 630, * 1979

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 8
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 259, *

1649

Shams al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. al-Dhahabi al-Dimashqi, al- . 9
Kashif fi Ma’rifat Man Lahu Riwayat fi al-Kutub al-Sittah (Jeddah: Dar al-Qiblah li al-

Thaqafat al-Islamiyyah; 1st edition, 1413 H), vol. 1, p. 365, * 1330

Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ḍa’ifah wa . 10
al-Mawdhu’ah wa Atharihah al-Sayyiah fi al-Ummah (Riyadh: Dar al-Ma’arif; 1st

edition, 1412 H), vol. 12, p. 991, * 5995

p: 157

Abu Hamid Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Ghazali, Ihya ‘Ulum al-Din (Beirut: Dar al- . 11
Ma’rifah), vol. 3, p. 273

Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad al-Tamimi al-Busti, Kitab al-Thiqat . 12
(Hyderabad: Majlis Dairat al-Ma’arif al-‘Uthmaniyyah; 1st edition, 1393 H), vol. 6, p. 257
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See for instance the case of al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. Al-Aswad al-‘Ijli, Abu ‘Abd Allah al- . 13
Kufi in Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah

al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 216, *
1336

See the case of ‘Ata b. Abi Muslim, Abu ‘Uthman al-Khurasani in Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. . 14
Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd

edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 676, * 4616

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 15
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 7, p. 239, * 3089

Abu ‘Īsa Muhammad b. ‘Īsa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Ṣahih Sunan al- . 16
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 4, p. 651, * 2484

Abu Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Darimi, Sunan (Beirut: Dar al- . 17
Kitab al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 2, p. 550, * 3425

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 18
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 4, p. 217, * 7422

p: 158

Ali b. Husam al-Din al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-‘Ummal fi Sunan al-Aqwal wa Af’al . ‘ 19
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1989 H), vol. 13, p. 98, * 36370

Ibid . 20

Abu al-Qasim Sulayman b. Ahmad b. Ayub al-Ṭabarani, Mu’jam al-Kabir (Mosul: . 21
Maktabah al-‘Ulum wa al-Hukm; 2nd edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Hamadi b. ‘Abd al-

Majid al-Salafi], vol. 1, p. 94, * 156
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Nur al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Majma’ al-Zawaid (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1412 . 22
H), vol. 9, p. 124, * 14596

Hadith Al-‘Ilm, Proving Its Tawattur . 19

Hadith Al-‘Ilm, Proving Its Tawattur

This hadith has been narrated by a large number of the Sahabah. We will be
presenting some of them, within the limits of the length of our book. To save space,
we will be quoting only the chains and the words of the Prophet as reported by each
Sahabi, except where doing this is unnecessary. Imam Ibn Asakir (d. 571 H) records

:the first riwayah

ان هدـقع  نب  سابعلا  وبأ  انأ  يدـهم  نب  رمع  وبأ  انأ  مصاـع  نب  دـمحم  نب  نسحلا  نب  مصاـع  اـنأ  يدنقرمـسلا  نب  مساـقلا  وبأ  اـنربخأ 
زحلا نب  بویأ  نع  يدهنلا  هحلط  نب  ییحی  نع  ینثملا  نب  دیمح  وهو  ءارغملا  وبأ  ان  هشاکع  نب  دمحم  ان  یفعجلا  فسوی  نب  لضفلا 

: لاق یلع  نع  ثراحلا  نع  یعیبسلا  قاحسإ  یبأ  نع 

مهرثکأو املح  مهملحأو  املـس  یتمأ  مدقأ  کتجوز  ینأ  نیـضرت  لاأ  لاقف "  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ  تکـش  همطاف  نإ 
املع

p: 159

Abu al-Qasim b. Al-Samarqandi – ‘Asim b. Al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. ‘Asim – Abu
‘Umar b. Mahdi – Abu al-‘Abbas b. ‘Uqdah – al-Fadhl b. Yusuf al-Ju’fi – Muhammad b.
‘Ukashah – Abu al-Maghra Hamid b. Al-Muthanna – Yahya b. Talhah al-Hindi – Ayub b.

:Al-Hizz – Abu Ishaq al-Shabi’i – al-Harith – ‘Ali

Verily, Faṭimah complained to the Messenger of Allah. So he said, “Are you not
pleased that your husband was the first of my Ummah to accept Islam, and the most

clement of them, and the most knowledgeable of them”?1

:He records also

نب دمحأ  ان  لاق  یـسوم  نب  دمحم  نب  دمحأ  نب  دمحم  نب  یلع  نسحلا  وبأ  انأ  هللا  دبع  نب  دمحم  نب  دمـصلا  دبع  مساقلا  وبأ  انربخأ 
رباج نع  روفعی  نب  میرکلا  دبع  ان  درص  نب  رارض  ان  لااق  قاحسإ  نب  یسوم  نب  دمحأو  ییحی  نب  دمحأ  ان  هدقع  نب  دیعـس  نب  دمحم 
ملعأ کتجوز  اهل  لاق  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نأ  دـمحم  هنبا  همطاف  ینتثدـح  تلاـق  هشئاـع  نع  قورـسم  نع  یحـضلا  یبأ  نع 
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املح مهلضفأو  املس  مهمدقأو  املع  نینمؤملا 

Abu al-Qasim ‘Abd al-Samad b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah – Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali b.
Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Musa – Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Sa’id b.
‘Uqdah – Ahmad b. Yahya and Ahmad b. Musa b. Ishaq – DHarar b. Sird – ‘Abd al-

:Karim b. Ya’fur – Jabir – Abu al-Duha – Masruq – ‘Aishah

Faṭimah, the daughter of Muhammad, told me that the Messenger of Allah, peace be
upon him, said to her, “Your husband is the most knowledgeable of the believers, and

the first of them to accept Islam, and the most clement of them.”2

p: 160

Ibn Asakir proceeds to cite a further sanad for the report of ‘Aishah from Faṭimah.3
:Then he records

نب سابعلا  بیبح  وبأ  ان  رباص  یبأ  نب  یلع  نب  نسحلا  نب  زیزعلا  دبع  دمحم  وبأ  انأ  يرهوجلا  دمحم  وبأ  انأ  انبلا  نب  بلاغ  وبأ  انربخأ 
تنب ءامـسأ  نع  لجر  نع  فاحجلا  یبأ  نع  سیردإ  وبأ  نامیلـس  نب  دیلت  ان  یـسوم  نبا  ینعی  لیعامـسإ  ان  یتربلا  دمحم  نب  دـمحأ 

املع مهرثکأو  املح  مهمظعأو  املس  مهمدقأ  کتجوز  همطافل  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  تلاق  سیمع 

Abu Ghalib b. Al-Bana – Abu Muhammad al-Jawhari – Abu Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b.
Al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Abi Sabir – Abu Habib al-‘Abbas b. Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Barti –
Isma’il b. Musa – Tulayd b. Sulayman Abu Idris – Abu al-Jihaf – a man – Asma b.

:‘Umays

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said to Faṭimah: “Your husband was the
first of them to accept Islam, and the most clement of them, and the most

knowledgeable of them.”4

:Of course, Imam Ahmad documents his own report with a hasan chain

ام وأ  لاق  لاق ....  راسی  نب  لقعم  نع  عفان  یبأ  نب  عفاـن  نع  ناـمهط  نب  ینعی  دـلاخ  اـنث  دـمحأ  وبأ  اـنث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
املح مهمظعأو  املع  مهرثکأو  املس  یتمأ  مدقأ  کتجوز  ینأ  نیضرت 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) - Abu Ahmad – Khalid b. Tahman ‘
:– Nafi’ b. Abi Nafi’ – Ma’qil b. Yasar
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p: 161

He (the Prophet) said (to Faatimah), “Are you not satisfied that I have married you .... 
to the one who was the first of my Ummah to accept Islam, and the most

knowledgeable of them, and the most clement of them?”5

:Imam Ibn Asakir again records

نب رکب  وبأ  انأ  يرهوجلا  دمحم  وبأ  انأ  اولاق  اجن  نب  دـمحم  نب  هللا  دـبع  دـمحم  وبأو  انبلا  نب  بلاغ  وبأو  ناوضر  نب  رـصن  وبأ  انربخأ 
هدیرب نب  نامیلس  نع  یفعجلا  رباج  ان  حلاص  نب  لضفم  ان  یسمحلأا  لیعامسإ  نب  دمحم  ان  یـسیطارقلا  میهاربإ  نب  سابعلا  ان  کلام 
املح مهلضفأو  املع  مهرثکأو  املس  مهمدقأ  کتجوز  ینأ  نیضرت  امأ  همطاف  ای  ملسو ...  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق ...  هیبأ  نع 

Abu Nasr b. Ridwan, Abu Ghalib b. Al-Bana and Abu Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b.
Muhammad b. Naja – Abu Muhammad al-Jawhari – Abu Bakr b. Malik – al-‘Abbas b.
Ibrahim al-Qaraṭisi – Muhammad b. Isma’il al-Ahmasi – Mufadhdhal b. Salih – Jabir al-

(: Ju’fi – Sulayman b. Buraydah – his father (Buraydah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said... “O Faṭimah! Are you not pleased
that your husband was the first of them to accept Islam, and the most knowledgeable

of them, and the most clement of them?”6

:Imam al-Tabarani (d. 360 H) has a relevant report too

تلاق لاق :  لیفطلا  یبأ  نع  رباج  نع  بوقعی  نب  میرکلا  دبع  انث  یبراحملا  دیبع  نب  دمحم  انث  هبیـش  یبأ  نب  نامثع  نب  دمحم  انثدح 
هللا لوسر  هیشم  اهتیشم  نأک  هدیب  هشئاع  سفن  يذلاو  یـشمت  همطاف  هتتأف  یتیب  یف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یکتـشا  هشئاع : 
نم برقأ  اکحض  مویلاک  تیأر  ام  تلقف :  تکحضف  اهراس  مث  تکبف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  اهراسف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

یفوت املف  کناکم  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  يأر  دـقو  لعفأ  تنک  ام  تلاق :  کل ؟  لاق  ام  ینیربخأ  همطاف  اـی  تلقف :  ءاـکب 
لک یف  نآرقلاب  ینضراعی  ناک  لیربج  نإ  لاق :  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  تلاقف :  اهلأس  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر 
نأ نیـضرت  امأ  لاقف :  ینراس  مث  تعزجف  تلاق :  هللا  یقتاف  بیجأف  هب  اوعدـم  لاإ  ینارأ  ـلاو  نیترم  ماـعلا  هب  ینـضراع  دـقو  هرم  هنس 

اهموق ءاسن  میرم  تداس  امک  یتمأ  ءاسن  هدیس  کنإف  املع  مهملعأو  املاسإ  نیملسملا  لوأ  کجوز 

p: 162

Muhammad b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Shaybah – Muhammad b. ‘Ubayd al-Muharibi – ‘Abd al-
:Karim b. Ya’qub – Jabir – Abu al-Tufayl - ‘Aishah
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The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, complained in my room. So, Faṭimah

came to him, walking. I swear by the One in Whose Hand is ‘Aishah’s life, her style of
walking was the same as that of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him.
Therefore, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, told her something privately.
She therefore wept. Then he told her another thing privately, and she laughed. So, I
said, “I do not think it is appropriate to laugh on a day like this, which is more

.” deserving of weeping

I said, “O Faṭimah, tell me what he told you.” She replied, “I will not as long as the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, sees your place (i.e. is alive).” Therefore,
when the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, passed away, I asked her, and she
said, “The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: ‘Verily, Jibril used to present
the Qur’an to me once every year, but has presented it twice to me this year. I do not
see except that I have been called (into the Presence of Allah) and I will answer (i.e.
die soon). Therefore, fear Allah.’ So, I became sad. Then he told me privately and said,
‘Are you not pleased that your husband was the first of all Muslims to accept Islam,
and the most knowledgeable of them? For verily you are the mistress of the women

of my Ummah, as Maryam was the mistress of the women of her people?’”7

p: 163

:Imam al-Daraquṭni (d. 385 H) is not left out either

شمحأ هینتجوز  تلاق : ایلع  اهجوز  امل  ملس ، هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  تنب  همطاف  نع  ءاربلا ، نع  قاحسإ ، یبأ  ثیدح  نع  لئـسو 
.املح مهمظعأو  املع ، مهرثکأو  املاسإ ، مهلولأ  هنإ  لاقف : نطبلا  میظع  نیقاسلا ،

، قاحسإ یبأ  نع  اذه  یف  لاإ  هفرعأ  لا  لاقف : هنع ، خیشلا  لئس  ینثملا ، نب  رمع  هاورف  هنع ؛ فلتخاو  یعیبسلا ، قاحسإ  وبأ  هیوری  لاقف :
.مقرأ نب  دیز  نع  قاحسإ ، یبأ  نع  هاورف  هعیشلا ؛ نم  یفوک  خیش  يدزلأا ، میهاربإ  نب  قاحسإ  هفلاخو  .ءاربلا  نع 

He was asked about the hadith of Abu Ishaq, from al-Bara, from Faṭimah, daughter of
:the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him

When ‘Ali married her, she said (to her father), “You have married me to someone

with excited legs, and a big belly.” So, he (the Prophet) replied, “Verily, he was the first
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of them to accept Islam, and the most knowledgeable of them, and the most clement

.” of them

He (al-Daraquṭni) said: “Abu Ishaq al-Sabi’i narrated it, and it is differently narrated
from him. So, ‘Umar b. Al-Muthanna narrated it.” The Shaykh (al-Daraquṭni) was

asked about him, and he replied, “I do not know him except in this (hadith) from Abu
Ishaq, from al-Bara. But Ishaq b. Ibrahim al-Azdi, a Kufan Shi’i Shaykh, narrated

differently from him and narrated it from Abu Ishaq from Zayd b. Arqam.8

:Let’s see what ‘Allamah al-Khawarazmi (d. 568 H) has on the matter as well

p: 164

، مصاع نب  دمحم  نب  دمحأ  انثدح  هیودرم ، نبا  انثدح  بلاط ، وبأ  انثدح  هباتک ، اذه  سودبع  انربخأ  هزاجإ ، اذـه  رادرهـش  ینربخأو 
نب هیابع  نع  شمعلأا ، نع  سیق ، انثدح  رقشلأا ، نسح  نب  نیسح  انثدح  يورهلا ، تلـصلا  وبأ  انثدح  میحرلا ، دبع  نب  نارمع  انثدح 
نم هلآو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسرب  ام  تأر  املف  هدوعت  همطاف  هتتأف  هضرم  ضرم  هلآو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نا  بویأ : یبأ  نع  یعبر ،
هللا همارکل  نا  همطاف  ای  هلآو : هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  اهل  لاقف  اهیدخ ، یلع  عومدلا  تلاس  یتح  تکبف  تربعتـسا  فعـضلاو  دهجلا 

 " املح مهمظعأو  املع "  مهرثکأو  املس "  مهمدقأ  نم  کجوز  كایإ  لجو  زع 

Shahrdar – ‘Abdaws – Abu Talib – Ibn Mardawayh – Ahmad b. Muhammad b. ‘Asim –
‘Imran b. ‘Abd al-Rahim – Abu al-Salt al-Harwi – Husayn b. Hasan al-Ashqari – Qays –

:al-A’mash – ‘Ibayah b, Rab’i – Abu Ayub

The Prophet, peace be upon him and his family, was sick. So, Faṭimah visited him.
When she saw how the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his family, was, in
terms of struggle and weakness, she shed tears and wept till there were tears on her
cheeks. Therefore, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his family, said, “O
Faṭimah! It is through Allah’s Honour of you that your husband was the first of them to
accept Islam, and the most knowledgeable of them, and the most clement of them.”9

:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) says about al-Khawarazmi

.مزراوخ بیطخ  هملاعلا ، یکملا ، دیؤملا  وبأ  دمحم  نب  دمحأ  نب  قفوملا 

p: 165
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Al-Muwaffaq b. Ahmad b. Muhammad, Abu Muayyad al-Makki: The ‘allamah (great
scholar), the preacher of Khawarazm.10

:So, let us return to ‘Allamah al-Khawarazmi

دمحم نب  یقابلا  دبع  نب  دمحم  انربخأ  دادغب -  لیزن  ینادمهلا -  دمحم  نب  یلع  نب  کلملا  دـبع  رفظملا  وبأ  همئلأا  بذـهم  ینأبنأو 
رکب وبأ  انربخأ  انذا ، یخونتلا  نسحملا  نب  یلع  مساقلا  وبأ  انربخأ  لااق : نیـصحلا ، نب  دحاولا  دـبع  نب  هللا  هبه  مساقلا  وبأو  يراصنلأا 

باطخلا نب  نیـسحلا  نب  نسحلا  نب  دمحم  رکب  وبأ  انثدح  زازبلا ، ناذاش  نب  دمحم  نب  نسحلا  نب  دمـصلا  دبع  نب  میهاربإ  نب  دمحأ 
نب باهولا  دـبع  انثدـح  ریرـضلا ، رافـصلا  دـمحم  نب  نسحلا  انثدـح   - هباتک نمو  هظفل  نم  انیلع  هءارق  یلجعلا -  ناـیح  نب  تارف  نب 

بلاط یبأ  نب  یلعو  یسرافلا  ناملسو  هملـس  مأ  نع  نیریـس ، نبا  نع  لوحلأا ، مصاع  نع  بویأ ، نع  ریمع ، نب  دمحم  انثدح  رباج ،
کتجوز نا  هلآو : ...  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  اهل  لاقف  ءاـسنلا ....  كردـم  هللا  لوسر  تنب  همطاـف  تکردأ  اـمل  لاـق : ملاـسلا  هیلع 

املح مهمظعأو  املع  مهرثکأو  املس  مهمدقأ 

Abu al-Muzaffar ‘Abd al-Malik b. ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Hamdani – Muhammad b. ‘Abd
al-Baqi b. Muhammad al-Ansari and Abu al-Qasim Habat Allah b. ‘Abd al-Wahid b. al-
Husayn – Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Husayn al-Tanukhi – Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Ibrahim b.
‘Abd al-Samad b. al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. Shadhan al-Bazaz – Abu Bakr

Muhammad b. al-Hasan b. al-Husayn b. al-Khaṭṭab b. Furat b. Hayyan al-‘Ijli – al-
Hasan b. Muhammad al-Saffar al-DHarir – ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. Jabir – Muhammad b.
‘Umayr – Ayub – ‘Asim al-Ahwal – Ibn Sirin – Umm Salamah, Salman al-Farisi and ‘Ali

:b. Abi Talib, peace be upon him

p: 166

When Faṭimah, daughter of the Messenger of Allah, attained womanhood .... So, the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him and his family, said to her: “... Verily, your
husband was the first of them to accept Islam, and the most knowledgeable of them,

and the most clement of them.” 11

:Imam al-Jahiz (d. 255 H) even has some further crucial information

نب لقعم  نع  عفان  یبأ  نب  عفان  نع  نامهط  نب  دـلاخ  انثدـح  اولاق : هیطع  نب  نسحلاو  نیکد  نب  لضفلاو  یـسوم  نب  هللا  دـیبع  يورو 
لوسر ای  تیـضر  یلب ، تلاق : املح ؟ مهلـضفأو  املع ، مهرثکأو  املـس ، یتمأ  مدقأ  کتجوز  ینأ  نیـضرت  امأ  اهل : لاقف  لاق ....  راسی 

.هللا
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اهوحن وأ  هظافلأب  يراصنلأا  بویأ  یبأ  نع  عیبرلا  نب  سیق  نع  حلاص ، نب  ملاسلا  دبعو  دیمحلا ، دبع  نب  ییحی  ربخلا  اذه  يور  دقو 

نأ هئابآ  نع  دمحم  نب  رفعج  نع  قرزلأا  قاحسإ  نع  حلاص  نب  ملاسلا  دبع  يورو 

، اـملع مهرثـکأو  املـس ، مهمدـقأ  کـتحکنأف  ینرمأ  هللا  نإ  همطاـف ، اـی  لاـقف : همطاـف ...  جوز  اـمل  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوـسر 
....املح مهمظعأو 

نمیأ مأو  سیمع ، تنب  ءامسأ  مهنم  هباحصلا  نم  هعامج  ربخلا  اذه  يور  دقو  لاق :

.هللا دبع  نب  رباجو  سابع ، نباو 

Ubayd Allah b. Musa, al-Fadhl b. Dukayn and al-Hasan b. ‘Aṭiyyah – Khalid b. Tahman ‘
– Nafi’ b. Abi Nafi’ – Ma’qil b. Yasar: ... He (the Prophet) said to her (Faṭimah): “Are you
not satisfied that I have married you to the one who was the first of my Ummah to
accept Islam, and the most knowledgeable of them, and the most clement of them?”

.” She replied, “I am pleased, O Messenger of Allah

p: 167

This report has been narrated by Yahya b. ‘Abd al-Hamid and ‘Abd al-Salam b. Salih
.from Qays b. al-Rabi’ from Abu Ayub al-Ansari with its text or a similar one

Abd al-Salam b. Salih further narrated from Ishaq al-Azraq from Ja’far b. Muhammad‘
(al-Sadiq) from his ancestors (Muhammad b. ‘Ali – ‘Ali b. Husayn – Husayn b. ‘Ali – ‘Ali

(: b. Abi Talib

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him ... said, “O Faṭimah! Verily, Allah has
commanded me to marry you to the first of them to accept Islam, and the most

.... knowledgeable of them, and the most clement of them

He (al-Jahiz) said: This report was narrated by a group of the Sahabah. Among them
were Asma b. ‘Umays, Umm Ayman, Ibn ‘Abbas, and Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah.12

:Imam Ibn Asakir has the closing report

دمحأ نب  یلع  نسحلا  وبأ  انأ  دمحم  نب  یلع  نسحلا  وبأ  انأ  دـمحم  نب  یلع  مساقلا  وبأ  انأ  یلع  نب  یحی  لضفملا  وبأ  يدـج  انربخأ 
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ان ینئادملا  نامیلـس  نب  ملاـس  ان  ینئادملا  حور  نب  هللا  دبع  ان  كامـسلا  نب  دـمحأ  نب  نامثع  ورمع  وبأ  ان  زازرلا  دواد  نب  دـمحم  نب 
لاقف یـشملا  لیلق  طبلا  میظع  نیقاسلا  شمح  ایلع  ینتجوز  همطاف  تلاـق  لاـق  کـلام  نب  سنأ  نع  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نع  ینثملا  نب  رمع 

املع مهرثکأو  املس  مهمدقأو  املح  مهمظعأ  هینب  ای  کتجوز  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا 

My grandfather Abu al-Fadhl Yahya b. ‘Ali – Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. Muhammad – Abu al-
Hasan ‘Ali b. Muhammad – Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Dawud al-
Razaz – Abu ‘Amr ‘Uthman b. Ahmad b. al-Simak – ‘Abd Allah b. Ruh al-Madaini –

:Salam b. Sulayman al-Madaini – ‘Umar b. al-Muthanna – Abu Ishaq – Anas b. Malik

p: 168

Faṭimah said, “You have married me to ‘Ali with excited legs, and a big belly, and who

hardly walks.” So, the Prophet, peace be upon him, replied, “I have married you, my

daughter, to the most clement of them, and the first of them to accept Islam, and the
most knowledgeable of them.”13

:The following are therefore the Sahabah who have narrated Hadith al-‘Ilm

Aishah bint Abi Bakr . ‘ 1

Ali b. Abi Talib . ‘ 3

Abu Ayub al-Ansari . 5

Anas b. Malik . 7

Asma bint ‘Umays . 9

Buraydah . 11

Fatimah b. Muhammad . 13

Ibn ‘Abbas . 15

Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah al-Ansari . 17

Ma’qil b. Yasar . 19
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Salman al-Farisi . 21

Umm Ayman . 23

Umm Salamah . 25

Zayd b. Arqam . 27

This fact makes the hadith mutawatir, and therefore absolutely true, far above even
!the level of sahih ahadith

Footnote

Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Habat Allah b. ‘Abd Allah, Ibn Asakir al-Shafi’i, Tarikh . 1
Madinah Dimashq (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1415 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 80, p. 113

Ibid, vol. 42, p. 132 . 2

Ibid . 3

Ibid, vol. 42, pp. 132-133 . 4

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 5
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 26, * 20322

Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Habat Allah b. ‘Abd Allah, Ibn Asakir al-Shafi’i, Tarikh . 6
Madinah Dimashq (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1415 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 42, pp. 131-132

p: 169

Abu al-Qasim Sulayman b. Ahmad b. Ayub al-Ṭabarani, Mu’jam al-Kabir (Mosul: . 7
Maktabah al-‘Ulum wa al-Hukm; 2nd edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Hamadi b. ‘Abd al-

Majid al-Salafi], vol. 22, p. 417, * 1030

Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali b. ‘Umar b. Ahmad b. Mahdi b. Mas’ud b. al-Nu’man b. Dinar al- . 8
Baghdadi al-Daraqutni, al-‘Ilal al-Waridah fi Ahadith al-Nabawiyyah (Damam: Dar Ibn
al-Jawzi; 1st edition, 1427 H) [annotators: Muhammad b. Ṣalih b. Muhammad al-Dabasi
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and Mahmud Khalil], vol. 15, p. 172, * 3930

Al-Muwaffaq b. Ahmad al-Bakri al-Makki al-Hanafi al-Khawarazmi, al-Manaqib . 9
(Qum: Muasassat al-Nashr al-Islami; 2nd edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Shaykh Malik al-

Mahmudi], p. 112, *122

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam wa . 10
Wafiyat al-Mashahir wa al-A’lam (Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1407 H)

[annotator: Dr. ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam Tadmuri], vol. 39, pp. 326-327

Al-Muwaffaq b. Ahmad al-Bakri al-Makki al-Hanafi al-Khawarazmi, al-Manaqib . 11
(Qum: Muasassat al-Nashr al-Islami; 2nd edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Shaykh Malik al-

Mahmudi], pp. 342-353, * 364

Abu ‘Uthman ‘Amr b. Bahr al-Jahiz, al-‘Uthmaniyyah (Egypt: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi; . 12
1374 H) [annotator: ‘Abd al-Salam Muhammad Harun], pp. 289-290

Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Habat Allah b. ‘Abd Allah, Ibn Asakir al-Shafi’i, . 13
Tarikh Madinah Dimashq (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1415 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 42, p. 132

Hadith Al-‘Ilm, Some Further Shawahid . 20

Hadith Al-‘Ilm, Some Further Shawahid

:Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) records

p: 170

انث هکمب  یخلبلا  ییحی  نب  دـماح  انث  يرـسلا  دایز  نب  یلع  نب  نسحلا  انأ  قاحـسإ  نب  رکب  وبأ  خیـشلا  ثیدـحلا  اذـه  حرـشب  انثدـحف 
تیزلا راجحأ  تغلب  ذإ  قوسلا  یف  فوطأ  انأ  انیبف  هنیدـملاب  تنک  لاق  مزاـح  یبأ  نب  سیق  نع  دـلاخ  یبأ  نب  لیعامـسإ  نع  ناـیفس 
صاقو یبأ  نب  دعـس  لبقأ  ذإ  هیلاوح  فوقو  سانلاو  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  متـشی  وهو  هباد  بکر  دق  سراف  یلع  نیعمتجم  اموق  تیأرف 

ام یلع  اذه  ای  لاقف :  هیلع  فقو  یتح  هل  اوجرفأف  دعـس  مدقتف  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  متـشی  لجر  اولاقف :  اذه ؟  ام  لاقف :  مهیلع  فقوف 
سانلا دهزا  نکی  ملأ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  عم  یلص  نم  لوأ  نکی  ملأ  ملـسأ  نم  لوأ  نکی  ملأ  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  متـشت 

هللا لوسر  هیار  بحاص  نکی  ملأ  هتنبا  یلع  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نتخ  نکی  ملأ  لاق :  یتح  رکذو  سانلا ؟  ملعأ  نکی  ملأ 
عمجلا اذه  قرفت  لاف  کئایلوأ  نم  ایلو  متـشی  اذـه  نإ  مهللا  لاقو :  هیدـی  عفرو  هلبقلا  لبقتـسا  مث  هتاوزغ ؟  یف  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص 

تامو هغامد  قلفناف  راجحلأا  کلت  یف  هتماه  یلع  هتمرف  هتباد  هب  تخاس  یتح  انقرفت  ام  هللا  وف  سیق :  لاق  کتردق  مهیرت  یتح 
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Abu Bakr b. Ishaq – al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Ziyad al-Sirri – Hamid b. Yahya al-Balakhi –
:Sufyan – Isma’il b. Abi Khalid – Qays b. Abi Hazim

I was in Madinah. While I was moving around in the market, oil stones arrived. So, I
saw some people crowding around a Persian man who was riding an animal and
cursing ‘Ali b. Abi Talib. People stood round him when Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas turned and
stood in front of them and he asked, “What is this?” They replied, “A man cursing ‘Ali b.
Abi Talib.” So, Sa’d moved forward and they made way for him until he stood before
him and said, “O you! On what basis do you curse ‘Ali b. Abi Talib? Is he not the first to
accept Islam? Is he not the first to perform Salat with the Messenger of Allah, peace
be upon him? Is he not the most ascetic of mankind? Is he not the most

knowledgeable of mankind?” He mentioned (the merits of ‘Ali) until he said, “Is he not
the son-in-law of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, who married his
daughter? Is he not the flagbearer of the Messenger of Allah in his battles?” Then he
faced the Qiblah and raised his hand and said, “O Allah! This one curses one of your
beloved friends. Therefore, do not let this crowd disperse before you show them Your

.” Power

p: 171

Qays said: “By Allah, we had not dispersed when the animal capsized him and threw
him on his head into those stones. So, his brain broke open and he died.”1

:Al-Hakim declares

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith has a sahih chain.2

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) confirms

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim3)

Of course, the context of Sa’d’s words is clear. After the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu
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‘alaihi wa alihi, Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, ‘alaihi al-salam, is the most

knowledgeable of all mankind, from the beginning of existence till the Hour. That
naturally includes both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. This is a very powerful testimony from
one of the most senior Sahabah, and one of the earliest Muslims. Shaykh Ibn
Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) claims the ijma’ of Sunni ‘ulama that Abu Bakr and ‘Umar were

more knowledgeable than ‘Ali. Apparently, Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas, radhiyallahu ‘anhu,
!was not part of that consensus, nor was the Messenger of Allah

Imam Hasan b. ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, is the best of the Ahl al-Bayt, ‘alaihim al-salam,
after the Prophet and Amir al-Muminin. Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241 H) records his

:opinion too

یلع لتق  دعب  یلع  نب  نسحلا  انبطخ  لاق  یـشبح  نب  ورمع  نع  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نع  لیئارـسإ  نع  عیکو  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
نورخلآا هکردأ  لاو  ملعب  نولولأا  هقبس  ام  سملأاب  لجر  مکقراف  دقل  لاقف : امهنع  هللا  یضر 

p: 172

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Waki’ – Israil – Abu Ishaq –‘
:‘Amr b. Habashi

Al-Hasan b. ‘Ali delievered a sermon to us after the killing of ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased
with him, and said: “Verily, a man has left you yesterday. The awwalun (people of old)4
never surpassed him in knowledge, and the akhirun (later ones)5 never reach his level

(in knowledge).6

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ says

نسح

Hasan7

This confirms the words of Sa’d. None among those who had died among the
Sahabah – including Abu Bakr and ‘Umar – ever reached the level of Amir al-Muminin

in knowledge. In fact, none among all past human generations from Adam was ever
more knowledgeable than ‘Ali. Moreover, apart from Muhammad himself8, no other
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human being in our Ummah has ever attained, and none will ever reach, ‘Ali’s level in
knowledge till the Day of Resurrection. Apparently, al-Hasan too was not part of the

!so-called consensus of Sunni ‘ulama

Let us seal this with the words of a top-ranking Sunni scholar. His name was ‘Aṭa.
:Imam al-Dhahabi proclaims about him

وأ هنس  نیعست  شاعو  .رابکلاو  هریره ، یبأو  هشئاع ، نع  يور  هکمب  هنامز  یف  اناقتإو  لامعو  املع  نیعباتلا  دیـس  حابر ، یبأ  نب  ءاطع 
.هلثم تیأر  ام  لاقو : هفینح  وبأ  هنع  ذخأ  نأشلا ، ریبک  امامإ  هجح  ناکو  .دیزأ 

Aṭa b. Abi Rabah, the master of the Tabi’in in knowledge, piety, and generosity during ‘
his era in Makkah. He narrated from ‘Aishah, Abu Hurayrah and the senior (Sahabah).
He lived 90 years or a little over. He was an hujjah (authority), an Imam of great
significance. Abu Hanifah learned from him, and said, “I have never seen anyone like

him”.9

p: 173

:Al-Hafiz also submits

همئلأاو ءاهقفلا  دحاو  هکم  لیزن  حابر ....  یبأ  نب  ءاطع 

Aṭa b. Abi Rabah.... He lived in Makkah. He was one of the jurists and Imams.10‘

So, was this great Imam part of the alleged “consensus”? Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah (d.
:235 H) records

دحأ ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  باحـصأ  یف  ناک  ءاطعل : تلق  لاق : نامیلـس  یبأ  نب  کلملا  دبع  نع  نامیلـس  نب  هدبع  انثدح 
! هملعأ هللاو  لا ، لاق : یلع ؟ نم  ملعأ 

:Abdah b. Sulayman – ‘Abd al-Malik b. Abi Sulayman‘

I said to ‘Aṭa: “Was there ANYONE among the Sahabah of the Messenger of Allah who

was more knowledgeable than ‘Ali?” He replied, “I swear by Allah, I do NOT know any
such person!”11
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:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) states about the first narrator

تبث هقث  نمحرلا  دبع  همسا  لاقی  یفوکلا  دمحم  وبأ  یبلاکلا  نامیلس  نب  هدبع 

Abdah b. Sulayman al-Kalabi, Abu Muhammad al-Kufi, it is said that his name was ‘
‘Abd al-Rahman: Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt (accurate).12

:Concerning the second narrator, he says

ماهوأ هل  قودص  هحوتفملا  يازلابو  ءارلا  نوکسو  هلمهملا  حتفب  یمزرعلا  هرسیم  نامیلس  یبأ  نب  کلملا  دبع 

Abd al-Malik b. Abi Sulayman Maysarah al-‘Arzami: Saduq (very truthful), he had‘
hallucinations.13

.The chain is therefore hasan due to ‘Abd al-Malik

Footnote

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 1
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 571, * 6121

p: 174

Ibid . 2

Ibid . 3

This word normally refers to all the human generations since Ādam up till the . 4
beginning of the prophetic mission of the Messenger of Allah in Arabia. See, for

.instance, Qur’an 17:59, 23:81, 43:6 and 56:13

The term is a reference to all human generations since the start of our Ummah till . 5
the Qiyamah. See, among others, Qur’an 56:14. This is especially the case since it is
used in contrast to awwalun. It therefore refers to all humans who are later in time

.than the awwalun, and that only refers to humanity since Muhammad
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 6
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 199, * 1720

Ibid . 7

Generalized statements like that of Imam al-Hasan were always made against the . 8
backdrop of an implied understanding that the Messenger of Allah was excluded. We

already quoted in this book a sahih hadith with this wording: “We used to say that the
best judge among the people of Madinah was ‘Ali b. Abi Ṭalib, may Allah be pleased”.
Of course, Prophet Muhammad too was living in Madinah at those same times!
However, this speaker intended to say “the people of Madinah apart from the

.Messenger of Allah” but dropped the last part because it was patently unnecessary

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Mizan al-I’tidal fi Naqd . 9
al-Rijal (Beirut: Dar al-Ma’rifah; 1st edition, 1382 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Muhammad al-

Bajawi], vol. 3, p. 70, * 5640

p: 175

Shihab al-Din Abu al-Fadhl Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizan . 10
(Beirut: Manshurat Muasassat al-A’lami li al-Matbu’at; 2nd edition, 1390 H), vol. 7, p. 305,

* 4038

Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi . ‘ 11
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-

Fikr; 1st edition, 1409 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. 7, p. 502, * 46

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 12
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 628, *

4283

Ibid, vol. 1, pp. 615-616, * 4198 . 13

Hadith Al-Istislam, Investigating Its Authenticity . 21

Hadith Al-Istislam, Investigating Its Authenticity
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Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) admits that Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam, was

the first human being ever to accept Islam from the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu
:‘alaihi wa alihi

اموی هحیدخو  رکب  یبأو  دیز  ملاسإو  هملاسإ  نیب  نإف  هرورضلاب  هنلاطب  ملعی  امم  اذهف  سانلا  لبق  رهشأ  هتس  تیلص  یلع  لوق  هیف  مث 
رهشأ هتسب  سانلا  لبق  یلصی  فیکف  هوحن  وأ 

Then, in it (i.e. the report) is the statement “’Ali performed Salat six months before
anyone else”, this (statement) is one which is known to be necessarily fallacious,
because between his (‘Ali’s) acceptance of Islam and the acceptance of Islam by
Zayd, Abu Bakr and Khadijah was only a distance of one day or a period like that. So,

how did he perform Salat six months before anyone else?1

p: 176

So, ‘Ali accepted Islam one whole day before Khadijah, Zayd and Abu Bakr. But then,
:our dear Shaykh has a surprise package for us

هلبق یلص  رکب  ابأ  ناو  کلذ  فلاخ  یلع  سانلا  رثکا  لب  عونمم  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  عم  یلص  نم  لوأ  یلع  لئاقلا  لوق 

The claim that ‘Ali was the first to perform Salat with the Messenger of Allah, peace be
upon him, is impossible. Rather, the majority of the people hold a contrary view, and

believe that Abu Bakr perform Salat before him (i.e. ‘Ali).2

One wonders. Since Amir al-Muminin accepted Islam before Abu Bakr, how come the
:latter offered Salat before him? Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah attempts to solve the puzzle

یلع نکل  هلبق  ملـسأ  ایلع  نأ  لیقو  یلع  نم  املاـسإ  قبـسا  وهف  ملـسا  نم  لوأ  رکب  وبأ  لیقف  ملـسا  نم  لوأ  یف  نوعزانتم  سانلا  ناـف 
عفناو لمکأ  رکب  یبأ  ملاسإ  نأ  یف  عازن  لاو  ءاملعلا  نیب  عازن  هیف  یبصلا  ملاسإو  اریغص  ناک 

The people disagreed about who accepted Islam first. It is said that Abu Bakr was the
first to accept Islam, and therefore accepted Islam before ‘Ali. It is (also) said that ‘Ali
accepted Islam before him. However, ‘Ali was a child, and the acceptance of Islam by
a child, there is disagreement over it (i.e. its validity) among the ‘ulama. Meanwhile,
there is no disagreement about the fact that the acceptance of Islam by Abu Bakr was
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more perfect and more beneficial (than that of ‘Ali).3

p: 177

:He adds

هیلع يرجی  لـهف  غولبلا  لـبق  ملـسأ  اذإو  نیملـسملا  قاـفتاب  ایندـلا  یف  رفکلا  مکح  هیلع  يرجی  نیرفاـک  نیوبأ  نیب  دولوملا  یبصلاو 
نم مهل  اجرخم  هثلاثلا  ملاسإ  ناکف  نیملسملا  قافتاب  املـسم  ریـصی  هنإف  غلابلا  فلاخب  ءاملعلل  نیلوق  یلع  غولبلا  لبق  ملاـسلإا  مکح 

یبصلا ملاسإ  نأ  یعفاشلا  بهذمو  نیروهشم  نیلوق  یلع  رفکلا  نم  هل  اجرخم  نوکی  لهف  یلع  ملاسإ  امأو  نیملـسملا  قافتاب  رفکلا 
رفکلا نم  هل  جرخم  ریغ 

A child born to two pagan parents is considered a pagan in this world by the
consensus of Muslims. If he accepts Islam before maturity, is he considered a Muslim

before he reaches maturity? There are two opinions among the ‘ulama, as opposed to
the situation of a matured person (who accepts Islam) because he (the matured

person) is considered a Muslim by the consensus of Muslims. So, the acceptance of
Islam by the three (i.e. Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman) took them out of paganism by
the consensus of Muslims. However, the acceptance of Islam by ‘Ali, did it take him
out of paganism? There are two well-known opinions. The opinion of (Imam) al-Shafi’i

was that the acceptance of Islam by a child does not take him out of paganism.4

Our Shaykh has not explicitly endorsed either of the two opinions. Nonetheless, we

.will proceed with the assumption that Imam al-Shafi’i was correct

The first question here is: was ‘Ali really a “child” when he accepted Islam? Imam Ibn
:‘Abd al-Barr (d. 463 H) answers

لیقو هرشع  تس  نبا  لیقو  هرشع  سمخ  نبا  لیقو  هنس  هرشع  یتنثا  نبا  لیقو  هنس  هرشع  ثلاث  نبا  وهو  یلع  ملـسأ  لیق  رمع  وبأ  لاق 
 .... نامث نبا  لیقو  رشع  نبا 

p: 178

هللا یضر  رمع  نبا  نع  نارهم  نب  نومیم  نع  بئاسلا  نب  تارفلا  انثدح  لاق  نامعنلا  نب  جیرس  انثدح  لاق  هبش  نب  رمع  دیز  وبأ  رکذو 
حصأ اذه  هللا  همحر  رمع  وبأ  لاق  هنس  نیتسو  ثلاث  نبا  وهو  یفوتو  هنس  هرـشع  ثلاث  نبا  وهو  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  ملـسأ  لاق  امهنع 

کلذ یف  لیق  ام 
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Abu ‘Umar said, “It is said that ‘Ali accepted Islam when he was thirteen years old. It is
said that he was twelve years old. It is said that he was fifteen years old. It is said that
he was sixteen years old. It is said that he was ten years old. It is said that he was

.... eight years old

Abu Zayd ‘Umar b. Shaybah mentioned that – Surayj b. al-Nu’man – al-Furat b. al-Saib
– Maymun b. Mahran – Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with them both: “Ali b. Abi
Talib accepted Islam while he was THIRTEEN YEARS OLD and died when he was

sixty-three years old”. Abu ‘Umar, may Allah be merciful to him, said: “This is the most

correct opinion on the matter”.5

Therefore, ‘Ali was thirteen years old when he accepted Islam at the hands of the
Messenger of Allah. But, was he a matured person then, or was he still a child? Let us

:get the testimony of an eye-witness. Imam al-Haythami (d. 807 H) records

هجیدخ ءاسنلا  نم  ملسأ  نم  لوأو  یلع  لاجرلا  نم  ملسأ  نم  لوأ  لاق :  عفار  یبأ  نع 

p: 179

’: Narrated Abu Rafi

The first to accept Islam among the male adults was ‘Ali and the first to accept Islam
from the female adults was Khadijah.6

:Al-Haythami comments

حیحصلا لاجر  هلاجرو  رازبلا  هاور 

Al-Bazzar recorded it and its narrators are narrators of the Sahih7

So, Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali was an “adult” when he accepted Islam. Therefore, his Islam
was – in terms of quality - as “perfect” as that of Abu Bakr and the other khalifahs.
Moreover, ‘Ali accepted Islam about twenty hours or more before Zayd, Abu Bakr and
Khadijah, according to the admission of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah. Therefore, he
enjoyed precedence in his “perfect” Islam over all others. This is further confirmed by

(: this hadith documented by Imam al-Tabarani (d. 360 H
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، قداص یبأ  نع  لیهک ، نب  هملـس  نع  يروثلا ، نایفـس  انثدح  قازرلا ، دبع  انثدح  یناعنـصلا ، یـسرنلا  یلعلأا  دبع  نب  نسحلا  انثدح 
بلاط یبأ  نب  یلع  املاسإ ، اهلوأ  اهیبن ، یلع  ادورو  هملأا  هذه  لوأ  لاق : هنع  هللا  یضر  یسرافلا  ناملس  نع  يدنکلا ، میلع  نع 

Al-Hasan b. ‘Abd al-A’la al-Narsi al-Sana’ani – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Sufyan al-Thawri –
Salamah b. Kuhayl – Abu Sadiq – ‘Alim al-Kindi – Salman al-Farisi, may Allah be

:pleased with him

The first of this Ummah to meet its Prophet (on the Day of Resurrection) will be the“
first of them to accept Islam, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.”8

:Shaykh al-Haji comments

: یفلسلا يدمح  لاقو  .تاقث  هلاجرو  یمثیهلا : لاق  دانسلإا :

p: 180

.هطلاتخا دعب  قازرلا  دبع  نع  هاورلا  نم  نسحلاو  میهاربإ  نإ  تلق :

The chain: Al-Haythami said, “Its narrators are thiqah (trustworthy)”. Hamadi al-Salafi
also said: “I say: ‘Ibrahim and al-Hasan are among those narrators who transmitted

from ‘Abd al-Razzaq during his confusion.”9

In simple words, the narrators are all trustworthy indeed. However, al-Hasan
narrated from ‘Abd al-Razzaq after the latter’s memory failure and during the
consequent confusion. However, the report of ‘Abd al-Razzaq is corroborated by this

(: report, recorded by Imam Ibn Abi Shaybah (d. 235 H

اهیبن یلع  ادورو  هملأا  هذه  لوأ  لاق : ناملـس  نع  میلع  نع  قداص  یبأ  نع  لیهک  نب  هملـس  نع  سیق  انثدح  ماشه  نب  هیواعم  انثدح 
.بلاط یبأ  نب  یلع  املاسإ  اهلوأ 

:Mu’awiyah b. Hisham – Qays – Salamah b. Kuhayl – Abu Sadiq – ‘Alim – Salman

The first of this Ummah to meet its Prophet (on the Day of Resurrection will be the“
first of them to accept Islam, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.”10

We already know about the trustworthiness of Salamah, Abu Sadiq and ‘Alim al-Kindi.
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:What about Mu’awiyah and Qays? Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) states about Mu’awiyah

ماهوأ هل  قودص  سابعلا  یبأ  نب  هیواعم  هل  لاقیو  دسأ  ینب  یلوم  یفوکلا  نسحلا  وبأ  راصقلا  ماشه  نب  هیواعم 

Mu’awiyah b. Hisham al-Qasar, Abu al-Hasan al-Kufi, freed slave of Banu Asad, he is
also Mu’awiyah b. Abi al-‘Abbas: Saduq (very truthful), he had hallucinations.11

:Qays is almost like that too, according to al-Hafiz

p: 181

هب ثدحف  هثیدح  نم  سیل  ام  هنبا  هیلع  لخدأوربک  امل  ریغت  قودص  یفوکلا  دمحم  وبأ  يدسلأا  عیبرلا  نب  سیق 

Qays b. al-Rabi’ al-Asadi, Abu Muhamamd al-Kufi: Saduq (very truthful). His memory

deteriorated when he became old, and his son told him things that were not part of his
(original) ahadith, and he (Qays) narrated them as ahadith.12

Both were very truthful, but with varying memory problems. Nonetheless, their report
is a very good shahid for the riwayah of ‘Abd al-Razzaq. As a result, one can safely
conclude that the athar of Salman al-Farisi above, narrated by ‘Abd al-Razzaq, is
sahih bi shawahidih. Therefore, Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib was the first human

.being, and the first male adult, to accept Islam

:Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) records a hadith that further corroborates this submission

نم لـجر  هزمح  یبأ  نع  هرم  نب  ورمع  نب  هبعـش  انثدـح  رفعج  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح  ـلااق  ینثملا  نب  دـمحم  راـشب و  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح 
یلع ملسأ  نم  لوأ  لوقی  مقرأ  نب  دیز  تعمس  لاق  راصنلأا 

Muhammad b. Bashar and Muhammad b. al-Muthanna – Muhammad b. Ja’far –
Shu’bah b. ‘Amr b. Marrah – Abu Hamza, who was a man from the Ansar – Zayd b.

:Arqam

The first to accept Islam was ‘Ali.”13“

:Al-Tirmidhi states

حیحص نسح  ثیدح  اذه 
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This hadith is hasan sahih14

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) agrees‘

دانسلإا حیحص 

p: 182

It has a sahih chain15

:Imam al-Tabarani (d. 360 H) also documents

ملـسأ نم  لوأ   : لاق سابع  نب  هللا  دبع  نع  مسقم ، نع  يرزجلا ، نامثع  نع  رمعم ، نع  قازرلا ، دبع  نع  میهاربإ ، نب  قاحـسإ  انثدـح 
هللا یضر  یلع 

Ishaq b. Ibrahim – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Ma’mar – ‘Uthman al-Jazari – Miqsam – ‘Abd
:Allah b. ‘Abbas

The first one to accept Islam was ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him.”16“

:Shaykh al-Haji comments

تاقث هلاجر  حیحص  ثیدح 

A sahih hadith. Its narrators are trustworthy.17

:Imam Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr caps the references

لوأ هنع  هللا  یضر  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  نأ  مقرلأا  نب  دیزو  يردخلا  دیعس  یبأو  رباجو  بابخو  دادقملاو  رذ  یبأو  ناملس  نع  يورو 
هریغ یلع  ءلاؤه  هلضفو  ملسأ  نم 

Salman, Abu Dharr, al-Miqdad, Khabab, Jabir, Abu Sa’id al-Khudri and Zayd b. Arqam
narrated that ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with him, was the first to accept

Islam, and these people placed him in rank above everyone else.18

Notably, along with Ibn ‘Abbas and Abu Rafi’, those were nine Sahabah. Imam al-
:Hakim (d. 403 H) records about the tenth Sahabi –Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas
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دق سراف  یلع  نیعمتجم  اموق  تیأرف  تیزلا  راجحأ  تغلب  ذإ  قوسلا  یف  فوطأ  انأ  انیبف  هنیدـملاب  تنک  لاق  مزاـح  یبأ  نب  سیق  نع 
 : اولاقف اذه ؟  ام  لاقف :  مهیلع  فقوف  صاقو  یبأ  نب  دعـس  لبقأ  ذإ  هیلاوح  فوقو  سانلاو  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  متـشی  وهو  هباد  بکر 

لوأ نکی  ملأ  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  متشت  ام  یلع  اذه  ای  لاقف :  هیلع  فقو  یتح  هل  اوجرفأف  دعس  مدقتف  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  متشی  لجر 
ملسو هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  عم  یلص  نم  لوأ  نکی  ملأ  ملسأ  نم 

p: 183

:Narrated Qays b. Abi Hazim

I was in Madinah. While I was moving around in the market, oil stones arrived. So, I
saw some people crowding around a Persian man who was riding an animal and
cursing ‘Ali b. Abi Talib. People stood round him when Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas turned and
stood in front of them and he asked, “What is this?” They replied, “A man cursing ‘Ali b.
Abi Talib.” So, Sa’d moved forward and they made way for him until he stood before
him and said, “O you! On what basis do you curse ‘Ali b. Abi Talib? Is he not the first to
accept Islam? Is he not the first to perform Salat with the Messenger of Allah, peace

be upon him?....”19

:Al-Hakim declares

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith has a sahih chain.20

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) confirms

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim21)

With the above, it can be confidently declared that the reports stating that ‘Ali was the
first ever to accept Islam are mutawatir, and therefore absolutely true and
undisputable. Moreover, that fact is further corroborated by another mutawatir

!tradition of the Prophet – Hadith al-‘Ilm – narrated by fourteen of the Sahabah

Additional evidence that Amir al-Muminin had become an “adult” before he recited the
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shahadah of Islam lies in the fact that the Prophet performed the congregational
prayers with him. He would not do that with a child! The report of Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas

is already cited above. Meanwhile, there is corroboration in this hadith documented by
:Imam al-Tirmidhi

p: 184

یلـص نم  لوأ  لاق : سابع  نبا  نع  نومیم  نب  ورمع  نع  جلب  یبأ  نع  هبعـش  نع  راتخملا  نب  میهاربإ  انثدح  دیمح  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح 
یلع

Muhammad b. Hamid – Ibrahim b. al-Mukhtar – Shu’bah – Abu Balj – ‘Amr b. Maymun

:– Ibn ‘Abbas

The first to perform Salat was ‘Ali.”22“

:Allamah al-Albani says‘

حیحص

Sahih23

:Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241 H) records a shahid for the above report

لوأ لاق  مقرأ  نب  دیز  نع  ثدحی  هزمح  ابأ  تعمـس  لاق  هرم  نب  ورمع  نع  هبعـش  انا  نوراه  نب  دیزی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدـح 
هنع یلاعت  هللا  یضر  یلع  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  عم  یلص  نم 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yazid b. Harun – Shu’bah – ‘
:‘Amr b. Marrah – Abu Hamzah – Zayd b Arqam

The first to perform Salat with the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, was ‘Ali,“
may Allah the Most High be pleased with him.”24

:Quite surprisingly, Shaykh al-Arnauṭ states about it

فیعض هدانسإ 

Its chain is dha’if25
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As usual, he has given no reason for the weird verdict. So, let us independently verify
?the strength of that sanad. Is the above report authentic? Or, is it really weak

:Al-Hafiz says about the first narrator

هقث ماملإا  دلو  نمحرلا  دبع  وبأ  ینابیشلا  لبنح  نب  دمحم  نب  دمحأ  نب  هللا  دبع 

p: 185

Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman: son of‘
the Imam, thiqah (trustworthy).26

:He further states about the second narrator

هجح هیقف  ظفاح  هقث  همئلأا  دحأ  هللا  دبع  وبأ  دادغب  لیزن  يزورملا  ینابیشلا  دسأ  نب  للاه  نب  لبنح  نب  دمحم  نب  دمحأ 

Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal b. Hilal b. Asad al-Shaybani al-Maruzi, a Baghdad
resident, Abu ‘Abd Allah: One of the Imams, thiqah (trustworthy), hafiz (a hadith

scientist), jurist, hujjah (an authority).27

:Concerning the third narrator, the verdict is the same, according to al-Hafiz

دباع نقتم  هقث  یطساولا  دلاخ  وبأ  مهلاوم  یملسلا  ناذاز  نب  نوراه  نب  دیزی 

Yazid b. Harun b. Zazan al-Sulami, their freed slave, Abu Khalid al-Wasiṭi: Thiqah
(trustworthy), extremely precise, a great worshipper of Allah.28

The fourth narrator, Shu’bah, needs no introduction. Al-Hafiz makes some ground-
:breaking pronouncements about him nonetheless

نینمؤملا ریمأ  وه  لوقی  يروثلا  ناک  نقتم  ظفاح  هقث  يرـصبلا  مث  یطـساولا  ماطـسب  وبأ  مهلاوم  یکتعلا  درولا  نب  جاـجحلا  نب  هبعش 
ثیدحلا یف 

Shu’bah b. al-Hajjaj b. al-Ward al-‘Atki, their freed slave, Abu Busṭam al-Wasiṭi, al-
Basri: Thiqah (trustworthy), hafiz (a hadith scientist), extremely precise. Al-Thawri

used to say: “He was the amir al-muminin (the supreme leader) in al-Hadith.”29
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:He has a very simple verdict about the fifth narrator as well

سلدی ناک لا  دباع  هقث  یمعلأا  یفوکلا  هللا  دبع  وبأ  يدارملا  میملاو  میجلا  حتفب  یلمجلا  قراط  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  هرم  نب  ورمع 

p: 186

Amr b. Marrah b. ‘Abd Allah b. Tariq al-Jamali al-Muradi, Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Kufi, the ‘
blind person: Thiqah (trustworthy), a great worshipper of Allah. He did NOT do tadlis.30

:The last narrator is like that too, as pronounced by al-Hafiz

یئاسنلا هقثو  هفوکلا  لزن  راصنلأا  یلوم  هزمح  وبأ  ءایلا  نوکسو  هزمهلا  حتفب  یلیلأا  دیزی  نب  هحلط 

Talhah b. Yazid al-Ayli, the freed slave of the Ansar, he lived in Kufah: Al-Nasai
declared him thiqah (trustworthy).31

So, all the narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), and there is no evidence of

disconnection in the chain. As such, the isnad is sahih without a doubt! ‘Allamah al-
:Albani also states about another hadith with a very similar sanad

حیحص دنس  اذهو  تلق :  .... لاق مقرأ  نب  دیز  عمس  هنأ  هزمح  ابأ  تعمـس  لاق : هرم  نب  ورمع  نع  هبعـش  قیرط  نم  دواد ...  وبأ  هجرخأ 
.یئاسنلاو نابح  نبا  هقثوو  يراخبلا ، لاجر  نمف  يراصنلأا  دیزی  نب  هحلط  همساو  هزمح  یبأ  ریغ  نیخیشلا  لاجر  هلاجر 

Abu Dawud recorded it ... through the route of Shu’bah – ‘Amr b. Marrah – Abu
Hamzah – Zayd b. Arqam.... I (al-Albani) say: This chain is sahih. Its narrators are
narrators of the two Shaykhs apart from Abu Hamzah, and his name is Talhah b. Yazid
al-Ansari and he is from the narrators of al-Bukhari. Ibn Hibban and al-Nasai declared

him thiqah (trustworthy).32

In conclusion, the chain of Zayd b. Arqam’s report that ‘Ali was the first human being
to perform Salat with the Prophet, recorded in Musnad Ahmad, is impeccably sahih. All
the narrators are trustworthy, and there is no disconnection in the chain whatsoever.

.As such, Shaykh al-Arnauṭ’s tadh’if of the sanad has no academic basis

p: 187

Footnote
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Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 5, p. 19

Ibid, vol. 7, p. 273 . 2

Ibid, vol. 7, p. 155 . 3

Ibid, vol. 8, pp. 285-286 . 4

Abu ‘Umar Yusuf b. ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Barr b. ‘Āsim al-Nimri al- . 5
Qurtubi, al-Isti’ab fi Ma’rifat al-Ashab (Beirut: Dar al-Jil; 1st edition, 1412 H) [annotator:

‘Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi], vol. 3, pp. 1093-1095, * 1855

Nur al-Din ‘Ali b. Abi Bakr al-Haythami, Majma’ al-Zawaid (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1412 . 6
H), vol. 9, p. 353, * 15258

Ibid . 7

Abu al-Qasim Sulayman b. Ahmad al-Ṭabarani, Kitab al-Awail (Beirut: Muasassat al- . 8
Risalah; 3rd edition, 1408 H) [annotator: Muhammad Shakur b. Mahmud al-Haji], p. 78, *

51

Ibid . 9

Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Abi Shaybah Ibrahim b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Bakr b. Abi . ‘ 10
Shaybah al-Kufi al-‘Ubsi, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah fi al-Ahadith wa al-Athar (Dar al-

Fikr; 1st edition, 1409 H) [annotator: Prof. Sa’id al-Laham], vol. 8, p. 350, * 222

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 11
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. 197, *

6795

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 33, * 5590 . 12

p: 188
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Abu ‘Īsa Muhammad b. ‘Īsa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Ṣahih Sunan al- . 13
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 5, p. 642, * 3735

Ibid . 14

Ibid . 15

Abu al-Qasim Sulayman b. Ahmad al-Ṭabarani, Kitab al-Awail (Beirut: Muasassat . 16
al-Risalah; 3rd edition, 1408 H) [annotator: Muhammad Shakur b. Mahmud al-Haji], p.

78, * 52

Ibid . 17

Abu ‘Umar Yusuf b. ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Barr b. ‘Āsim al-Nimri al- . 18
Qurtubi, al-Isti’ab fi Ma’rifat al-Ashab (Beirut: Dar al-Jil; 1st edition, 1412 H) [annotator:

‘Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi], vol. 3, pp. 1090, * 1855

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 19
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 571, * 6121

Ibid . 20

Ibid . 21

Abu ‘Īsa Muhammad b. ‘Īsa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Ṣahih Sunan al- . 22
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 5, p. 642, * 3734

Ibid . 23

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 24
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 368, * 19303

Ibid . 25
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Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 26
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 477, *

3216

p: 189

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 44, * 96 . 27

Ibid, vol. 2, p. 333, * 7817 . 28

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 418, * 2798 . 29

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 745, * 5128 . 30

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 452, * 3049 . 31

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 32
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 1, p. 242, * 123

Hadith Al-Zuhd, Correcting An Exaggeration . 22

Hadith Al-Zuhd, Correcting An Exaggeration

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states about both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar

ناک رکب  ابأ  نأ  کلذ  رمع و  رکب و  وبأ  یعرشلا  دهزلا  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  دعب  سانلا  دهزا  نولوقی  امهلاحب  ملعلا  لهأ 
هللا لیبس  یف  هلک  هقفنأف  هبستکی  لام  هل 

The People of Knowledge, concerning both of them, say that the most ascetic of
mankind after the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him – in terms of legitimate

ascetism – are Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. This is because Abu Bakr earned some wealth

and spent all of it in the Path of Allah.1

:He adds

لهاجلا اذه  بذک  لاق و  مهدهزأ  ناک  یلع  نولئاق  لاق  مزح و  نبا  لاق  و 
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Ibn Hazm said: “Some people say that ‘Ali was the most ascetic of them”. He (Ibn
Hazm) replied, “This ignorant one has lied.”2

p: 190

So, let us see the faces of some of these “ignorant liars”. Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H)
:records

انث هکمب  یخلبلا  ییحی  نب  دـماح  انث  يرـسلا  دایز  نب  یلع  نب  نسحلا  انأ  قاحـسإ  نب  رکب  وبأ  خیـشلا  ثیدـحلا  اذـه  حرـشب  انثدـحف 
تیزلا راجحأ  تغلب  ذإ  قوسلا  یف  فوطأ  انأ  انیبف  هنیدـملاب  تنک  لاق  مزاـح  یبأ  نب  سیق  نع  دـلاخ  یبأ  نب  لیعامـسإ  نع  ناـیفس 
صاقو یبأ  نب  دعـس  لبقأ  ذإ  هیلاوح  فوقو  سانلاو  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  متـشی  وهو  هباد  بکر  دق  سراف  یلع  نیعمتجم  اموق  تیأرف 

ام یلع  اذه  ای  لاقف :  هیلع  فقو  یتح  هل  اوجرفأف  دعـس  مدقتف  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  متـشی  لجر  اولاقف :  اذه ؟  ام  لاقف :  مهیلع  فقوف 
؟ سانلا دهزا  نکی  ملأ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  عم  یلص  نم  لوأ  نکی  ملأ  ملسأ  نم  لوأ  نکی  ملأ  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  متشت 

Abu Bakr b. Ishaq – al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Ziyad al-Sirri – Hamid b. Yahya al-Balakhi –
:Sufyan – Isma’il b. Abi Khalid – Qays b. Abi Hazim

I was in Madinah. While I was moving around in the market, oil stones arrived. So, I
saw some people crowding around a Persian man who was riding an animal and
cursing ‘Ali b. Abi Talib. People stood round him when Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas turned and
stood in front of them and he asked, “What is this?” They replied, “A man cursing ‘Ali b.
Abi Talib.” So, Sa’d moved forward and they made way for him until he stood before
him and said, “O you! On what basis do you curse ‘Ali b. Abi Talib? Is he not the first to
accept Islam? Is he not the first to perform Salat with the Messenger of Allah, peace

be upon him? Is he not the most ascetic of mankind?”3

p: 191

:Al-Hakim declares

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith has a sahih chain.4

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) confirms
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ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim5)

One would never have guessed correctly that the Ahl al-Sunnah consider Sa’d b. Abi
Waqqas, radhiyallahu ‘anhu - one of the most senior Sahabah and one of the earliest
converts to Islam - to be an ignorant liar! Wait a minute! How come the testimony of
Sa’d - an eye-witness - was ignorant fallacy while that of Sunni scholars, born

?centuries after him, is sound knowledge? Has the world really turned upside down

Interestingly, another big Sunni name features prominently on the list of “ignorant
:liars”. Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H) copies this report

، نلاف نولئاق : لاقف  زیزعلا  دـبع  نب  رمع  دـنع  داهزلا  اورکاذـت  لاق : حـلاص  نب  نسحلا  نع  دـعجلا  نب  یلع  نع  نیعم : نب  ییحی  لاقو 
.بلاط یبأ  نب  یلع  ایندلا  یف  سانلا  دهزأ  زیزعلا : دبع  نب  رمع  لاقف  نلاف ، نولئاق : لاقو 

:Yahya b. Ma’in – ‘Ali b. al-Ja’d – al-Hasan b. Salih

They mentioned ascetism in the presence of ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. Some people said,
“So-and-so (is the most ascetic)”. Others said, “So-and-so (is the most ascetic)”. So,
‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz said, “The most ascetic of mankind - as far as this world (i.e.
material possessions, power, and worldly pleasures) is concerned - is ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.”6

p: 192

:Al-Hafiz says about the first narrator

لیدعتلاو حرجلا  مامإ  روهشم  ظفاح  هقث  يدادغبلا  ایرکز  وبأ  مهلاوم  ینافطغلا  نوع  نب  نیعم  نب  ییحی 

Yahya b. Ma’in b. ‘Awn al-Ghaṭfani, their freed slave, Abu Zakariyah al-Baghdadi:
Thiqah (trustworthy), a well-known hafiz (hadith scientist), Imam of al-jarh wa al-

ta’dil.7

:Concerning the second narrator, he also states

عیشتلاب یمر  تبث  هقث  يدادغبلا  يرهوجلا  نسحلا  وبأ  دیبع  نب  دعجلا  نب  یلع 
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Ali b. al-Ja’d b. ‘Ubayd, Abu al-Hasan al-Jawhari al-Baghdadi: Thiqah (trustworthy),‘
thabt (accurate), he was accused of Shi’ism.8

:Lastly, he has this verdict on the third narrator

دباع هیقف  هقث  يروثلا  میملا  نوکسب  ینادمهلا  رغصم  ءافلاو  همجعملاب  مضب  یفش  نب  نایح  وهو  یح  نب  حلاص  نب  حلاص  نب  نسحلا 
عیشتلاب یمر 

Al-Hasan b. Salih b. Salih b. Hayy, and he was Hayyan b. Shufay al-Hamdani al-Thawri:
Thiqah (trustworthy), a jurist, a great worshipper of Allah, he was accused of Shi’ism.9

The sanad, therefore, is sahih. All the narrators are trustworthy, and there is no
disconnection among the narrators. So, ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz – the righteous khalifah
in the sight of most of the Ahl al-Sunnah – was actually an “ignorant liar” according to

!the view of Imam Ibn Hazm, endorsed by Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah

It is fair, at this point, to compare the asceticism of either Abu Bakr or ‘Umar with that
of ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, for further verification. We prefer ‘Umar for the research, since
more materials are available on his lifetime and death than on his predecessor.
Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah claims that ‘Umar was more ascetic than ‘Ali. Let us test the
submission against reality. We open the investigation with this athar from Sahih al-

:Bukhari

p: 193

يرعـشلأا یـسوم  ابأ  نأ   : ریمع نب  هللا  دیبع  نع  ءاطع  ینربخأ  لاق  جیرج  نبا  انربخأ  دیزی  نب  دـلخم  انربخأ  ملاـس  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح 
توص عمـسأ  ملأ  لاقف  رمع  غرفف  یـسوم  وبأ  عجرف  لاوغـشم  ناک  هنأکو  هل  نذؤی  ملف  هنع  هللا  یـضر  باطخلا  نب  رمع  یلع  نذأتـسا 

راصنلأا سلجم  یلإ  قلطناف  هنیبلاب  کلذ  یلع  ینیتأت  لاقف  کلذب .  رمؤن  انک  لاقف  هاعدف  عجر  دـق  لیق  هل .  اونذـئا  سیق  نب  هللا  دـبع 
رمأ نم  یلع  اذه  یفخأ  رمع  لاقف  يردـخلا  دیعـس  یبأب  بهذـف  يردـخلا  دیعـس  وبأ  انرغـصأ  لاإ  اذـه  یلع  دهـشی  اولاقف لا  مهلأسف 

هراجت یلإ  جورخلا  ینعی  قاوسلأاب .  قفصلا  یناهلأ  ملس ؟  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر 

:Muhammad b. Salam – Mukhlid b. Yazid – Ibn Jurayh – ‘Aṭa – ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Umayr

Abu Musa al-Ash’ari sought permission of ‘Umar b. al-Khattaab, may Allah be pleased
with him, to enter his house. But, he (‘Umar) did not give him permission. It was as
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though he (‘Umar) was busy. So Abu Musa went back. When ‘Umar finished his job, he
asked, “Didn't I hear the voice of ‘Abd Allah b. Qays (i.e. the real name of Abu Musa)?
Allow him to come in.” It was said, “He (Abu Musa) has returned.” So, he (‘Umar) sent
for him and (on his arrival), he (Abu Musa) said, “We were ordered to do so”. ‘Umar

told him, “Bring witness in proof of that.” Abu Musa went to the assembly of the Ansar
and asked them. They said, “None amongst us will testify to that except the youngest
of us, Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri.” Abu Musa then took Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri (to ‘Umar) and
‘Umar said “Has this order of the Messenger of Allah been hidden from me? I used to

be busy trading in markets.”10

p: 194

:Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) records another report with some more details

دیعس ابأ  تعمس  لاق  دیعس  نب  رسب  نع  هفیـصح  نب  دیزی  هللاو  انثدح  هنییع  نب  نایفـس  انثدح  دقانلا  ریکب  نب  دمحم  نب  ورمع  ینثدح 
یلإ لسرأ  رمع  نإ  لاق  کنأش ؟  ام  انلق  اروعذم  وأ  اعزف  یـسوم  وبأ  اناتأف  راصنلأا  سلجم  یف  هنیدـملاب  اسلاج  تنک  لوقی  يردـخلا 
ملف اثلاث  کباب  یلع  تملـسف  تیتأ  ینإ  تلقف  انیتأت ؟  نأ  کعنم  ام  لاـقف  تعجرف  یلع  دری  ملف  اـثلاث  تملـسف  هباـب  تیتأـف  هیتآ  نأ 

هنیبلا هیلع  مقأ  رمع  لاقف  عجریلف  هل  نذؤی  ملف  اثلاث  مکدحأ  نذأتسا  اذإ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  دقو  تعجرف  یلع  اودری 
هب بهذاف  لاق  موقلا  رغصأ  انأ  تلق  دیعس  وبأ  لاق  موقلا  رغصأ  لاإ  هعم  موقی  بعک لا  نب  یبأ  لاقف  کتعجوأ  لاإو 

Amr b. Muhammad b. Bukayr al-Naqid – Sufyan b. ‘Uyaynah –Yazid b. Husayfah – ‘
:Busr b. Sa’id – Abu Sa’id al-Khudri

I was sitting in Madinah in the assembly of the Ansar when Abu Musa came to us
trembling with fear. We said, “What is the problem with you?” He replied, “’Umar sent
for me. So, I went to his door, and said as-salam ‘alaikum three times and he did not
reply me. Therefore, I returned. On that, he said, “Why did you not come to us?” I said,
“I came to you and said as-salam ‘alaikum three times at your door but I was not
given any response. So, I returned. The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, had
said, ‘When any of you seeks permission to enter three times, and he is not permitted,
he must turn back’”. So, ‘Umar said, “Bring evidence to support it. Otherwise, I will

take you to task.” Ubayy b. Ka’b said, “None shall stand with him (to testify) but the
youngest of the people.” Abu Sa’id said, “I am the youngest”. He (Ubayy) said, “Then

go with him.”11
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p: 195

Umar literally heard him saying as-salamu ‘alaikum three times, but did not respond.‘
In line with the Sunnah, Abu Musa returned. Strangely, ‘Umar proceeded to accuse
him of NOT having come to his door at all despite his message! That certainly was a
deliberately false accusation from the khalifah of the believers! In any case, Abu Musa

explained himself, and excused his action through the Sunnah of the Messenger,
.sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi

Quite weirdly, ‘Umar had absolutely no clue about this Sunnah! From the narrations, it
is clear that all the Ansar knew of the Prophetic order. In what looks like a humiliation

of the khalifah, they randomly picked the youngest of them, to narrate it to him. But,
what was ‘Umar’s excuse? He used “to be busy trading in markets”. ‘Umar was

moving from market to market doing business in order to make money. Therefore, he
did not have time to learn the Sunnah from the Messenger! As such, he was clueless

.about even some of the most basic Sunnahs

Apparently, money had more priority over the Sunnah in the sight of ‘Umar. What

:about ‘Ali? Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir states

 ، لْیفَُّطلا یبأ  نع  هَّزب ،  یبأ  نب  مساقلا  نع  اضًیأ ،  هبعـشو  ایلع  عمـس  هنأ  هرَعَرْعَ  نب  دلاخ  نع  كامَسـِ ،  نع  جاجحلا ،  نب  هبعـش  لاق 
یف هیآ  نع  ینولأست  لا  لاقف :  هفوکلا  ربنم  دعـص  هنأ  بلاط :  یبأ  نب  یلع  نینمؤملا  ریمأ  نع  هجو ،  ریغ  نم  اضـًیأ  تبثو  .ایـًلع  عمس 

.کلذب مکتأبنأ  لاإ  هللا ،  لوسر  نع  هنس  نع  لاو  هللا ،  باتک 

p: 196

Shu’bah b. al-Hajjaj, from Simak, from Khalid b. ‘Ar’arah that he heard ‘Ali; and
Shu’bah again narrated from al-Qasim b. Abi Barrah from Abu al-Tufayl that he heard
‘Ali; and IT IS ALSO AUTHENTICALLY TRANSMITTED through many chains that Amir

al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib climbed the pulpit of Kufah and said, “You will not ask me

about ANY verse in the Book of Allah, or about ANY Sunnah from the Messenger of
Allah, except that I will inform you about that.”12

Ali knew all the Sunnahs, without absolutely any exception. The only way he was able‘
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to achieve this was that he placed the supreme priority upon learning the Qur’an and
Sunnah from the Messenger of Allah. In all honesty, it is extremely difficult, if not
entirely impossible, to rationalize how our Ahl al-Sunnah brothers reach their

!conclusion that ‘Umar was more ascetic or more knowledgeable than ‘Ali

As a final point, let us compare both ‘Umar and ‘Ali from another angle. Imam Ibn
:Shabah (d. 262 H) records

نمو لاقف  نید  هنع  هللا  یضر  رمع  یلع  ناک  له  عفانل  تلق  لاق  بویأ  نع  عیطم  یبأ  نب  ملاس  انثدح  لاق  لیعامسإ  نب  یسوم  انثدح 
 . فلأ هئامب  هثاریم  هتثرو  نم  لجر  عاب  دقو  انید  رمع  عدی  نیأ 

:Musa b. Isma’il – Salam b. Abi Muṭi’ – Ayub

I said to Nafi’, “Did ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, have any debt?” So, he
replied, “From where can ‘Umar claim to have any debt when a man from his

inheritors sold his inheritance for 100,000 (dinars)?”13

p: 197

:Al-Hafiz has this to say about the report

هئامب هثاریم  هتثرو  نم  لجر  عاب  دقو  نید  رمع  یلع  نوکی  نیأ  نم  لاق  اعفان  نا  حیحص  دانسإب  هنیدملا  باتک  یف  هبش  نب  رمع  يورف 
رکنأ اعفان  لعلف  هنع  نیدلا  یفن  مزلتـسی  لاو  لاملا  ریثک  صخـشلا  نوکی  دقف  نید  هیلع  هتوم  دنع  نوکی  نا  یفنی  اذهو لا  یهتنا  فلا 

ضقی مل  هنید  نوکی  نا 

Umar b. Shabah recorded in Kitab al-Madinah with a sahih chain that Nafi’ said, “From‘
where can ‘Umar claim to have any debt when a man from his inheritors sold his
inheritance for 100,000 (dinars)?”. This does not negate the possibility that when he
died he had a debt. The person can be very rich person. But, that does not necessarily
mean that he does not have any debt. Perhaps, Nafi’ was denying the existence of

any unpaid debt for him.14

The dinar was the default Arabian currency at that time. It was a gold coin. In modern

terms, each classical dinar equals approximately US $193.0015 (one hundred and
ninety-three US dollars). So, each male son of ‘Umar inherited from him net wealth
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worth at least US $19, 300000 (nineteen million and three hundred thousand US dollars).
If he had any daughters, her inheritance would be half of that, which is US $9, 650000
(nine million and six hundred and fifty thousand US dollars). So, how many were

‘Umar’s children who survived him? Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir states about ‘Umar b. al-
:Khaṭṭab

نمحرلا دبعو  هللا ، دـبعو  مصاعو ، رغـصلأا ، دـیزو  ربکلأا ، دـیز  مهو  ادـلو ، رـشع  هثلاث  هاضرأو  هنع  هللا  یـضر  هدلاوأ  هلمجف  تلق :
، هیقرو هصفحو ، ضایعو ، هللا ، دـیبعو  رغـصلأا  نمحرلا  دـبعو  همحـش ، وبأ  وهو  راکب  نب  ریبزلا  لاق  طسولأا ، نمحرلا  دـبعو  ربکـلأا ،

.مهنع هللا  یضر  همطافو ، بنیزو ،

p: 198

I (Ibn Kathir) say: In summary, his (i.e. ‘Umar’s) children, may Allah be pleased with

him, were thirteen, and they were Zayd al-Akbar, Zayd al-Asghar, ‘Asim, ‘Abd Allah,
‘Abd al-Rahman al-Akbar, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Awsaṭ - al-Zubayr b. Bakar said he was

Abu Shahmah, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Asghar, ‘Ubayd Allah, ‘Iyad, Hafsah, Ruqayyah,
Zaynab and Faṭimah, may Allah be pleased with them.16

The second khalifah had thirteen children. Only four of them were females. So, there
were nine males. Of his children generally, one of them – Abu Shahmah – died during

:his lifetime. Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr (d. 463 H) explains the circumstances of his death

هوبأ هبرضف  هنیدملا  یلإ  هلمح  مث  رمخلا  یف  رصمب  صاعلا  نب  ورمع  هبرـض  يذلا  وه  همحـش  وبأ  وه  طسولأا  رمع  نب  نمحرلا  دبعو 
رهش دعب  تامو  ضرم  مث  دلاولا  بدأ 

Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Umar al-Awsaṭ was Abu Shahmah. He was the one who was‘
beaten in Egypt by ‘Amr b. al-As for alcohol drinking. Then, he took him to Madinah,
and his father (i.e. ‘Umar) beat him as a parental correctional measure. Then he

became sick and died after a month.17

It looks like unintentional manslaughter by the angry khalifah. Whatever the case,
eight males and four females inherited ‘Umar among his children alone. We will

completely ignore what his wives and some other people might also have inherited
from the second khalifah. We will also not take into account any gifts from his vast
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wealth which he might have given to some people. We will equally take our eyes away

from any debts he had, which was re-paid from his estate, before the remainder was

distributed among his inheritors. Our focus, strictly, is upon what passed to his sons
.and daughters from him

p: 199

The monetary value of the inheritance of a male inheritor was US $19, 300000 (nineteen
million and three hundred thousand US dollars). For all eight sons, the total would be
US $ 154, 400000 (one hundred and fifty four million and four hundred thousand dollars).
The share of each daughter was US $9, 650000 (nine million and six hundred and fifty
thousand US dollars). For the four daughters, their total inheritance was worth US $38,
600000 (thirty-eight million and six hundred thousand US dollars). Adding US $ 154,
400000 to $38, 600000, we get US $193, 000000 (one hundred and ninety-three million US
dollars). This was the wealth that the children of ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab alone inherited

.from him

How ‘Umar acquired such vast wealth is unclear. Before he became the khalifah, he
was only an average businessman, with no record of any spectacular success.
Moreover, he was not an oil tycoon or weapons merchant, nor was he a Silicon Valley
entrepreneur. Even his entire business empire, in modern terms, would be only a
small-scale rural enterprise. Considering the extreme poverty levels back then,
‘Umar’s fortune of at least US $193, 000000 (one hundred and ninety-three million US
dollars) placed him in the position of multibillionaires in our times. He was most likely

.the richest man on earth during his khilafah

So, what about Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali? Was he really worldlier than ‘Umar, as claimed

:by Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah? Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241 H) records

یلع لتق  دعب  یلع  نب  نسحلا  انبطخ  لاق  یـشبح  نب  ورمع  نع  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نع  لیئارـسإ  نع  عیکو  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  ناک  نا  نورخلآا  هکردأ  لاو  ملعب  نولولأا  هقبس  ام  سملأاب  لجر  مکقراف  دقل  لاقف : امهنع  هللا  یضر 

مداخل اهدـصری  ناک  هئاطع  نم  مهرد  هئامعبـس  لاا  ءاضیب  لاو  ءارفـص  نم  كرت  امو  هل  حـتفی  یتح  فرـصنی  لاف  هیارلا  هیطعیو  هثعبیل 
هلهلأ
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p: 200

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Waki’ – Israil – Abu Ishaq –‘
:‘Amr b. Habashi

Al-Hasan b. ‘Ali delievered a sermon to us after the killing of ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased
with him, and said: “Verily, a man has left you yesterday. The awwalun (people of old)
never surpassed him in knowledge, and the akhirun (later ones) never reach his level
(in knowledge). Whever the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, appointed him
and gave him the flag, he never returned until he is granted victory (by Allah). He left
behind no gold coin and no silver coin except 700 (seven hundred) dirhams from his

salary. He set it aside to procure with it a servant for his family.”18

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ says

نسح

Hasan19

A dirham which was a silver coin, in modern terms, equals approximately US $3 (three
US dollars)20. So, ‘Ali’s monetary wealth when he died was only US $2100 (two

thousand and one hundred US dollars). Apart from his living quarters and his battle
equipment (and possibly a few other minor items), there is no reliable record of him
possessing and leaving behind anything else. Rather, the fact that he had to set aside
seven hundred dirhams from his salary in order to purchase a servant shows that he
had no other means. Perhaps, his entire estate was only US $5,000 (five thousand US
dollars) at the most. To our dear Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah, a khalifah with a total estate
of less than US $5,000 (five thousand US dollars) was more worldly and materialistic

than another khalifah who left behind more than US $193, 000000 (one hundred and
?ninety-three million US dollars). Isn’t that very weird

p: 201

Footnote
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Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 479

Ibid, vol. 7, p. 481-482 . 2

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 3
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 571, * 6121

Ibid . 4

Ibid . 5

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. Kathir al-Dimashqi, al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah (Dar Ihya al- . 6
Turath al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1408 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 8, p. 6

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 7
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. 316, *

7679

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 689, * 4714 . 8

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 205, *1254 . 9

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-J’ufi, al- . 10
Jami’ al-Ṣahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.

Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 2, p. 727, * 1956

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 11
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 3, p. 1694,

(* 2153 (33

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. ‘Umar b. Kathir al-Qurshi al-Dimashqi, Tafsir al-Qur’an . 12
al-‘Azim (Dar al-Ṭaybah li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 2nd edition, 1420 H) [annotator: Sami

b. Muhammad Salamah], vol. 7, p. 413
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p: 202

Abu Zayd ‘Umar b. Shabah al-Numayri al-Basri, Tarikh al-Madinah al- . 13
Munawwarah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1417 H) [annotators: ‘Ali Muhammad

Dandal and Yasin Sa’d al-Din Bayan], vol. 2, p. 88, * 1603

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Ṣahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: . 14
Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Ṭaba’ah wa al-Nashr; 2nd edition), vol. 7, p. 53

[See this Sunni calculating website http://www.e-nisab.com/calculator [14 . 15

Abu al-Fida Isma’il b. Kathir al-Dimashqi, al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah (Dar Ihya al- . 16
Turath al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1408 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 7, p. 157

Abu ‘Umar Yusuf b. ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Barr b. ‘Āsim al-Nimri al- . 17
Qurtubi, al-Isti’ab fi Ma’rifat al-Ashab (Beirut: Dar al-Jil; 1st edition, 1412 H) [annotator:

‘Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi], vol. 2, p. 842, * 1443

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 18
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 199, * 1720

Ibid . 19

[See http://www.e-nisab.com/calculator [14 . 20

Verse Of Al-Najwa, A Real Eye-Opener . 23

Verse Of Al-Najwa, A Real Eye-Opener

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

مل هیلآا  نکل  هریغ  اهب  لمعی  نأ  لبق  هیلآا  تخـسن  مث  یجان  قدصت و  هنع  هللا  یـضر  ایلع  نأ  وهف  تبث  يذـلا  امأ  لاقی  نأ  باوجلا  و 
مل هبجاو  هاجانملا  نکت  مل  اذإ  قدـصتی و  نأ  هیلع  نکی  مل  جانی  مل  نمف  اوقدـصتی  نأ  اوجان  اذإ  مهرمأ  نکل  مهیلع  هقدـصلا  بجوت 

بجاوب سیل  ام  كرت  اذإ  امولم  دحأ  نکی 

p: 203

The reply is to say that what is authentically transmitted is that ‘Ali, may Allah be
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pleased with him, gave charity and had a private conversation (with the Prophet).
.Then the verse was abrogated before anyone else could act upon it

However, the verse did not make the giving of charity compulsory upon them (i.e. the
Sahabah). Rather, it ordered them to give charity whenever they had private
conversation (with the Messenger). Therefore, whosoever did not have a private
conversation (with the Prophet) did not have to give charity. Since having a private
conversation (with the Messenger) was not compulsory, none could be criticized for

abandoning what was not obligatory.1

:He adds elsewhere

نم سیل  لمعلا  اذـه  لثمف  جرح  يوجنلا  كرت  نم  یلع  نکی  ملو  یلع  لاإ  اهخـسن  لـبق  لوسرلا  جاـنی  مل  هنإـف  يوجنلا  هیآ  اذـکهو 
نإف مولعم  ریغ  اذـه  نلأ  هقدـصلاب  لاخب  يوجنلا  كرت  یلع  ریغ  نإ  لاقی  لاو  هنع  هللا  یـضر  یلع  صئاصخ  نم  لاو  همئلأا  صئاـصخ 

نأ مزلی  مل  سانلا  ضعب  صخی  ناک  اذه  نأ  ردق  نإو  يوجنلا  یلإ  دـحاولا  جاتحی  دـق لا  هریـصقلا  هدـملا  کلت  یفو  لطت  مل  هدـملا 
هیلع و هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  بغر  موی  هلک  هلام  قفنأ  دـق  هنع  هللا  یـضر  رکب  وبأو  فیک  ءلاؤه  نم  امهنع  هللا  یـضر  رمعو  رکب  وبأ  نوکی 

نیب اهمدقی  هثلاث  وأ  نیمهردب  امهدحأ  لخبی  فیکف  يوجنلا  یلإ  هجاح  لاب  هلام  فصنب  ءاج  هنع  هللا  یـضر  رمعو  هقدصلا  یف  ملس 
هاوجن يدی 

The Verse of al-Najwa is like that too. This is because none had a private conversation
with the Messenger before its abrogation except ‘Ali, and there was no blame on
anyone who abandoned having a private conversation (with the Prophet). The like of
this act (of ‘Ali) is not part of the exclusive merits of the Imams, and was not from the
exclusive merits of ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him. It is also not said that others
apart from ‘Ali abandoned the private conversation out of miserliness to avoid giving

.charity. This is because such (a reason) is not known, for the time was short

p: 204

During that short period, it was possible that one did not need to have the private
conversation (with the Messenger). If some people were able to do this, it was not
necessary that Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with them both, were

among such people. How can that be when it was Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with

him, who had spent all his wealth on the day that the Messenger of Allah, peace be
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.upon him, encouraged the giving of charity

Umar too, may Allah be pleased with him, gave half of his wealth (in charity), without‘
the need for a private conversation. How could either of them have been miserly

about spending two or three dirhams before his private conversation (with the
Prophet)?2

Our dear Shaykh confirms the authenticity of the narration stating that Amir al-
Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam, was the only one who ever complied with the Verse of al-
Najwa before its abrogation. However, he has made excuses for the failures of Abu
Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman to fulfill the instruction in the verse, despite Sunni claims

about their unmatched generosity and selflessness. According to the Shaykh, the
verse was shortlived. When it was revealed, Amir al-Muminin enforced it. But, before
anyone else could have a reason or chance to do likewise, it was cancelled. So, others
did not have the opportunity. Besides, it was not obligatory upon Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and
‘Uthman to comply with the verse anyway unless they intended to have private
discussions with the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi. Since they might not
have intended to privately talk with the Prophet, none can blame them for not having

.complied with the verse before its abrogation

p: 205

In order to understand what happened with the Verse of al-Najwa, it is important to
:understand a background fact about the Sahabah, as stated by Allah

نلف رافک  مهو  اوتام  مث  هللا  لیبس  نع  اودـصو  اورفک  نیذـلا  نإ  مکلامعأ  اولطبت  لاو  لوسرلا  اوعیطأو  هللا  اوعیطأ  اونمآ  نیذـلا  اهیأ  ای 
اونمؤت نإو  وهلو  بعل  ایندـلا  هایحلا  امنإ  مکلامعأ  مکرتی  نلو  مکعم  هللاو  نولعلأا  متنأو  ملـسلا  یلإ  اوعدـتو  اونهت  ـلاف  مهل  هللا  رفغی 

یف اوقفنتل  نوعدـت  ءلاؤه  متنأ  اه  مکناغـضأ  جرخیو  اولخبت  مکفحیف  اهومکلأسی  نإ  مکلاومأ  مکلأـسی  ـلاو  مکروجأ  مکتؤی  اوقتتو 
هسفن نع  لخبی  امنإف  لخبی  نمو  لخبی  نم  مکنمف  هللا  لیبس 

O you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger and render not vain your
deeds. Verily, those who disbelieve, and hinder from the Path of Allah, then die while

they are disbelievers, Allah will not forgive them. So be not weak and ask not for
peace while you are having the upper hand. Allah is with you, and will never decrease
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the reward of your good deeds. The life of this world is but play and pastime, but if you
believe, and fear Allah, and avoid evil, He will grant you your wages, and will not ask

.you your wealth

If He were to ask you of it (i.e. your wealth), and press you, YOU WOULD BE MISERLY,
and He will bring out all your ill-wills. Behold! You are those who are called upon to
spend in the Path of Allah, YET AMONG YOU ARE SOME WHO ARE MISERS. And

whoever is miserly, he is only miserly to himself.3

p: 206

A lot of the wealthy Sahabah were misers and ill-willing. This was why Allah
generalized about them in the first statement. Even if we were to reject the sweeping

declaration of our Creator, we must still, at the least, accept that among the wealthy

Sahabah were many who were misers. It was against this background that Allah sent
:down the Verse of al-Najwa

میحر روفغ  هللا  نإف  اودجت  مل  نإف  رهطأو  مکل  ریخ  کلذ  هقدص  مکاوجن  يدی  نیب  اومدقف  لوسرلا  متیجان  اذإ  اونمآ  نیذلا  اهیأ  ای 

O you who believe! When you consult with the Messenger in private, spend something

in charity before your private consultation. That will be better and purer for you. But, if
you find not (the means for it), then verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.4

There are two factors for consideration in the blessed verse. Firstly, it covered only
those of the Sahabah who used to have private consultations with the Messenger of
Allah. Without any doubt, those were primarily the people of Madinah and Abu Bakr,
‘Umar and ‘Uthman were chiefs among them. Secondly, the command, apparently,
was directed to those of the Sahabah in Madinah who had the means to spend in
charity. Some of them were so destitute that they could not afford to give out
anything. Allah exempted such extremely poor Sahabah. There is again absolutely no
doubt that Abu Bakr ‘Umar and ‘Uthman were able to afford sadaqah from their

.wealth

Interestingly, once the Verse of al-Najwa was revealed, the wealthy and middle-
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income Sahabah displayed disturbing levels of miserliness. They were required to give
only 1 dirham - approximately US $3 (three US dollars) - or above in charity. But, they
all – with only one exception - refrained from giving anything! They instead withheld

entirely from privately consulting with the Prophet in order to escape spending
!anything in sadaqah

p: 207

This was why it was only Amir al-Muminin who enforced the verse. Others
deliberately declined. They had reasons and needs, as well as very ample

opportunities, to privately speak with the Messenger. However, they chose to forgo
doing so, just to keep their little dirhams and dinars in their pockets. The wealthy and
middle-income Sahabah had great chances to fulfil the commandment in the verse.

!But, all of them recoiled, except Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali

Due to the unbecoming attitude of the Sahabah to the command in the Verse of al-
:Najwa, Allah cancelled it

هللاو هلوسرو  هللا  اوعیطأو  هاکزلا  اوتآو  هلاصلا  اومیقأف  مکیلع  هللا  باتو  اولعفت  مل  ذإف  تاقدص  مکاوجن  يدی  نیب  اومدقت  نأ  متقفشأأ 
نولمعت امب  ریبخ 

Are you AFRAID of spending in charity before your private consultation? If then, do
not do it, and Allah has FORGIVEN you. So, perform Salat and give Zakat and obey

Allah and and His Messenger. And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.5

They were literally “afraid” to spend just 1 dirham (US $3) from their wealth, while

many of them had several thousands! Looking at the text of the verse, it is general.
Therefore, it applied universally to all the wealthy and middle-income Sahabah living
in Madinah, except whosoever was exonerated by strong evidence. All of them had
needs to privately consult with the Messenger of Allah. But, they stayed back, “afraid”
of giving sadaqah! The only one exempted from the criticism, of course, was ‘Ali b. Abi
Talib – due to the existence of authentic reports clearing him of any guilt. Imam al-

:Hakim (d. 403 H) records one of them
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p: 208

دبع نع  دهاجم  نع  روصنم  نع  ریرج  انث  يدعسلا  هریغملا  نب  ییحی  أبنأ  بویأ  نب  دمحم  انث  ینلادیـصلا  دمحم  نب  هللا  دبع  ینربخأ 
دحأ يدعب  اهب  لمعی  لاو  دـحأ  اهب  لمع  ام  هیلآ  هللا  باتک  یف  نإ  هنع : هللا  یـضر  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  لاق  لاق :  یلیل  یبأ  نب  نمحرلا 

{ هقدص مکاوجن  يدی  نیب  اومدقف  لوسرلا  متیجان  اذإ  اونمآ  نیذلا  اهیأ  ای   } يوجنلا هیآ 

Abd Allah b. Muhammad al-Sayadlani – Muhammad b. Ayub – Yahya b. al-Mughirah ‘
al-Sa’di – Jarir – Mansur – Mujahid – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Layli – ‘Ali b. Abi Talib, may

:Allah be pleased with him

Verily, in the Book of Allah, there is a verse that none complied with, and none will“
ever comply with, apart from me. It is the Verse of al-Najwa {O you who believe!
When you consult with the Messenger in private, spend something in charity before

your private consultation}6

:Al-Hakim comments

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.7

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) agrees

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim8)

There is no evidence whatsoever removing the names of Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and
‘Uthman from the black list. As such, none can take them out of it. In other words, Abu
Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman too were among the miserly ones! Allah also considered
their omission to have been a sin, but had “forgiven” them on His Own Accord.
Apparently, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s re-invention of the incident does not tally at all

.with the reality

p: 209
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One then wonders. Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman were literally “afraid” to spend a
single dirham of their wealth in sadaqah. That was their attitude to money and charity.
This fact, which has Qur’anic backing, nullifies and throws out all Sunni claims and
riwayat about the trio’s legendary financial sacrifices in the Path of Allah. If the tales
were true, the story of the Verse of al-Najwa would have been far different. Wait a
minute! ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab stashed up for himself wealth worth more than US $193,
000000 (one hundred and ninety-three million US dollars) during his khilafah. That was

about 1400 years ago when poverty levels, across the world, were beyond extreme. If
?he had wanted to be miserly, what else would he have done

:It would not be out of place to end this chapter with these golden Words of Allah

مههابج اهب  يوکتف  منهج  ران  یف  اهیلع  یمحی  موی  میلأ  باذعب  مهرـشبف  هللا  لیبس  یف  اهنوقفنی  لاو  هضفلاو  بهذلا  نوزنکی  نیذلاو 
نوزنکت متنک  ام  اوقوذف  مکسفنلأ  متزنک  ام  اذه  مهروهظو  مهبونجو 

And those who hoard up gold and silver and spend it not in the Way of Allah, announce
unto them a painful torment. On the Day when it will be heated in the Fire of
Jahannam and with it will be branded their foreheads, their flanks, and their backs:

“This is what you hoarded for yourselves. Now taste of what you used to hoard.”9

Footnote

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 160

p: 210

Ibid, vol. 5, p. 17 . 2

Qur’an 47:33-38 . 3

Qur’an 58:12 . 4

Qur’an 58:13 . 5

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 194 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 6
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 2, p. 524, * 3794

Ibid . 7

Ibid . 8

Qur’an 9:34-35 . 9

Hadith Al-Rayat, A Truly Messy One . 24

Hadith Al-Rayat, A Truly Messy One

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

....سانلا عجشأ  ناک  هنأ  عبارلاو  یضفارلا  لاق 

عجشأ ناک  لب  بذک  اذهف  سانلا  عجشأ  ناک  هنإ  هلوق  امأ  هباحصلا ...  ناعجش  نم  ناک  هنع  هللا  یـضر  ایلع  نأ  بیر  هنأ لا  باوجلاو 
ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  سانلا 

.... The Rafidhi said: “The fourth (point) is that he (‘Ali) was the bravest of mankind

The reply is that there is no doubt that ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, was one of
the brave ones among the Sahabah ... As for his statement that he (‘Ali) was the
bravest of mankind, that is a lie. Rather, the bravest of mankind was the Messenger

of Allah.1

Our dear Shaykh has removed the words of the Shi’i scholar from its proper context.
The style of expression adopted by the latter was very common in Arabic texts, and
the word “mankind” in it always excluded the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi! In
other words, when the Shi’i scholar mentioned “the bravest of mankind”, the phrase
“after the Messenger of Allah” is automatically implied. Similar expressions can be
found in these words of Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas, a very senior Sahabi, as documented by

(: Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H

p: 211
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ملأ ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  عم  یلـص  نم  لوأ  نکی  ملأ  ملـسأ  نم  لوأ  نکی  ملأ  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  متـشت  ام  یلع  اذـه  اـی 
؟ سانلا ملعأ  نکی  ملأ  سانلا  دهزا  نکی 

O you! On what basis do you curse ‘Ali b. Abi Talib? Is he not the first to accept Islam? “
Is he not the first to perform Salat with the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him? Is
he not the most ascetic of mankind? Is he not the most knowledgeable of mankind?”2

:Al-Hakim declares

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith has a sahih chain.3

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) confirms

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim4)

Will our dear Shaykh accuse this noble Sahabi of telling lies? Anyway, the Shaykh
himself makes absolutely no attempt to claim Abu Bakr or ‘Umar was braver than
Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam, in physical battle. Rather, he re-defines the word

:“bravery”, and then plays a new card

امیظع لاتق  لتقیو  اریثک  لتقی  نأب  ندـبلاب  لاتقلا  هدـش  یناثلاو  فواخملا  دـنع  هتاـبثو  بلقلا  هوق  امهدـحأ  نیئیـشب  رـسفت  هعاجـشلاو 
سکعلاب لاو  بلقلا  يوق  ناک  ندبلا  يوق  ناک  نم  لک  سیلو  هلمعو  ندبلا  هوق  یلع  لدیف  یناثلا  امأو  هعاجشلا  وه  لولأاو 

And “bravery” is explained with two things. One of them is strength of the heart, and
its firmness in the face of fear. The second is great strength in physical fighting, to kill
a lot of people. Only the first is bravery. As for the second, it (only) proves physical
strength. And, not everyone who is physically strong has a strong heart, and not vice

versa.5

p: 212

So, “bravery” is only to have a fearless heart. Whether this translates into action on
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the battlefield or not is irrelevant. Rather, the warrior who firmly faces multiple enemy

fighters in battle, and kills them is not brave at all. He is only “physically strong”. Our
:Shaykh justifies his new definition in this manner

نب یبأ  لاإ  هدـیب  لتقی  ملو  برحلا  همئأ  یف  هدوصقملا  یه  یتلا  هعاجـشلا  هذـه  یف  سانلا  لمکأ  ناک  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلاو 
هباحصلا عیمج  نم  عجشأ  ناکو  اهدعب  لاو  اهلبق  ادحأ لا  هدیب  لتقی  ملو  دحأ  موی  هلتق  فلخ 

The Prophet, peace be upon him, was the most perfect of mankind in this type of
bravery (i.e. of the heart) which was what was expected in the war commanders. He
never killed anyone with his hand except Ubayy b. Khalaf. He killed him on the Day of
Uhud, and never killed anyone else before or after them. Yet, he was braver than all

the Sahabah.6

This analogy does not work in the cases of Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman though. The
Messenger of Allah was the ruler of Arabia at that time. Heads of state are not
expected anywhere to participate in battle like foot soldiers. Rather, they are to be
shielded from the enemy as much as possible. As for Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman,
they were ordinary soldiers. Therefore, they had every obligation and chance to

?participate in multiple combats with enemy fighters. But what happened

Obviously, since Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s new definition is hinged upon the roles of
the Prophet in battle, it is inapplicable in the cases of anyone who was not the head of
state at the times of the battles. Moreover, one honestly wonders about the logicality
of the Shaykh’s separation of fearlessness of the heart from battle valour. Can a
person with a timid heart willfully confront fully armed, firmly determined, well-

?trained and highly experienced enemy fighters, in mortal combats, in battle

p: 213

But then, what exactly does Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah want us to pick from his
:incongruous definition? He minces no words about it

یلعو نامثع  نم  عجشأ  رمعو  رمع  نم  عجشأ  ناک  رکب  ابأ  نأ  بیر  لاف  بلقلا  هعاجشب  همئلأا  نم  هبولطملا  هعاجشلا  تناک  اذإو 

Since the type of bravery that is required from the rulers is the bravery of the heart,
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then there is no doubt that Abu Bakr was braver than ‘Umar, and ‘Umar was braver
than ‘Uthman and ‘Ali.7

Strange indeed! Were Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman rulers during the lifetime of the
Prophet?! In any case, there is an implicit admission in these wild gymnastics of our
dear Shaykh that the trio were no match at all for Amir al-Muminin in terms of physical
strength and battle successes. However, he must nonetheless place them above him
at any cost. Therefore, he lumps things up and tables patently desperate excuses. He
also apparently assumes – contrary to logic - that the heroic achievements of ‘Ali in

!battle required less courage than the trio’s relative battle redundancy

:Then comes the big question, and Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah makes another attempt

مزهنا ام  هنأ  یف  لوقلاف  مهنع  هللا  یـضر  هباحـصلا  نم  مهریغو  ریبزلاو  هحلطو  رمعو  رکب  یبأک  کلذ  یف  وهف  طق  مزهنا  ام  هلوق  اـمأو 
ایلع نأ  نکمیف  لقنی  ملو  نطابلا  یف  ءیش  عقو  دق  ناک  نإو  همیزه  ءلاؤه  نم  دحلأ  فرعی  ملو  طق  اومزهنا  ام  ءلاؤه  نأ  یف  لوقلاک 

ریسلا یف  روکذملا  لب  مزهنا  ءلاؤه  نم  ادحأ  نأ  لقنی  ملو  نینح  مویو  دحأ  موی  ناتمیزه  مهل  تناک  نوملـسملاو  لقنی  ملام  هنم  عقو 
امزهنا امهنأ  لقن  نمو  مزهنا  نم  عم  امزهنی  ملو  نینح  مویو  دحأ  موی  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  عم  اتبث  رمعو  رکب  ابأ  نأ  يزاغملاو 

نمف نینح  موی  هیارلاب  رمعو  رکب  یبأ  مازهنا  نم  لقن  امو  هنع  هللا  افع  دقو  نامثع  دحأ  موی  مزهنا  يذلا  امنإو  مولعم  هبذکف  نینح  موی 
نورتفملا اهارتفا  یتلا  هقلتخملا  بیذاکلأا 

p: 214

As for his (i.e. the Shi’i scholar’s) statement that he (‘Ali) NEVER fled (the battlefield),
then he was, in this (merit), like Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, Talhah, al-Zubayr and others among

the Sahabah, may Allah be pleased with them. The statement that he (‘Ali) never fled
away is like the statement that these people too never fled away. It is not known that
any of them ever fled away. And if something had happened (from them) in secret
which has not been reported, it is possible that something happened from ‘Ali too

.which has not been reported

The Muslims fled away the battlefield twice – on the Day of Uhud and on the Day of
Hunayn and it is not reported that anyone of these people fled away. What is
mentioned in the Sirah (i.e. biography of the Prophet) and al-Maghazi (i.e. reports of
battles) books is that Abu Bakr and ‘Umar stood firmly with the Prophet, peace be
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upon him, on the Day of Uhud and on the Day of Hunayn and did not flee away with

.those who fled away

Whoever reported that they both fled away on the Day of Hunayn, his lie is obvious.
The only one (of them) who fled away on the Day of Uhud was ‘Uthman, and Allah has
forgiven him. As for what is reported concerning the flight of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar with

the flag on the Day of Hunayn, it is one of the fabrications which the forgers forged.8

The Shaykh agrees that Amir al-Muminin never fled the battlefield, no matter how
hopeless things became. This is very crucial in determining who was brave and who

was cowardly. There is no doubt that anyone who flees the battlefield is a coward.
Interestingly, our Shaykh confesses that ‘Uthman was a coward who fled away on the
Day of Uhud. No wonder, he never attempts anywhere to claim that ‘Uthman was

braver than ‘Ali. But then, he argues that Abu Bakr and ‘Umar too, like ‘Ali, never fled
away. Apparently, if he ever admits that either of the duo was a coward who fled
away, his entire argument crashes. One fact, however, remains undeniable. There
are reports indicating that both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar fled the battlefields. Our Shaykh
instinctively throws them out as fabrications. He also seeks to counter such reports
with what is “mentioned” – with no proof of authenticity - in the history books. A fair
researcher, of course, would like to examine these “forged” reports alleging Abu

.Bakr’s and ‘Umar’s cowardice, to determine the truth of the matter by himself

p: 215

Well, according to an authentic report, Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman fled the
battlefields repeatedly on different occasions. It did not happen once, twice or thrice.
Rather, on several occasions of battle, the trio fled away, as documented by Imam

(: Muslim (d. 261 H

لاق نامیلـس ) نبا  وهو   ) رمتعملا انثدح  اولاق  یلعلأادبع  نب  دمحمو  يوارکبلا  رمع  نب  دماحو  یمدـقملا  رکب  یبأ  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح 
یلـص هللا  لوسر  نهیف  لتاق  یتلا  مایلأا  کلت  ضعب  یف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  عم  قبی  مل  لاق  ناـمثع  یبأ  نع  یبأ  تعمس 

امهثیدح نع  دعسو  هحلط  ریغ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا 

Muhammad b. Abi Bakr al-Muqaddami, Hamid b. ‘Umar al-Bakrawi and Muhammad b.
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:‘Abd al-A’la – al-Mu’tamar (and he is Ibn Sulayman) – father – Abu ‘Uthman

None remained with the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, on some of the“
DAYS in which the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, was fighting apart from

Talhah and Sa’d. They both (i.e. Talhah and Sa’d) narrated that to me.”9

On the days of the successive battles, everyone else used to flee – apparently
.including Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman – except Talhah and Sa’d

Among such days, the Day of Uhud (3 AH) readily comes to mind. The most notorious
runner on that day was ‘Uthman. Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah himself admits this.

:Nonetheless, this is an explicit hadith from Sahih al-Bukhari confirming his flight

اموق يأرف  تیبلا  جـحو  رـصم  لهأ  نم  لجر  ءاج  لاق : بهوم  نبا  وه  ناـمثع  انثدـح  هناوع  وبأ  انثدـح  لیعامـسإ  نب  یـسوم  انثدـح 
نع کلئاس  ینإ  رمع  نبا  ای  لاق  رمع  نب  هللا  دـبع  اولاق  مهیف ؟ خیـشلا  نمف  لاق  شیرق  ءلاؤه  اولاقف  موقلا ؟  ءـلاؤه  نم  لاـقف  اـسولج 

 . معن لاق  دحأ ؟  موی  رف  نامثع  نأ  ملعت  له  ینثدحف  ءیش 

p: 216

:Musa b. Isma’il – Abu ‘Awanah – ‘Uthman b. Muhib

An Egyptian man came and performed the Hajj to the House. So, he saw some people
sitting, and asked, “Who are these people?” They said, “They are the tribe of
Quraysh.” He said, “Who is the old man amongst them?” They replied, “He is ‘Abd Allah
b. ‘Umar.” He said, “O Ibn Umar! I want to ask you about something; please tell me

about it. Do you know that ‘Uthman fled away on the Day of Uhud?" Ibn ‘Umar said,
"Yes."10

:Referring to this ugly incident, Allah states

هللاو مکباصأ  ام  لاو  مکتاف  ام  یلع  اونزحت  لایکل  مغب  امغ  مکباثأف  مکارخأ  یف  مکوعدی  لوسرلاو  دحأ  یلع  نوولت  لاو  نودعصت  ذإ 
نولمعت امب  ریبخ 

And remember) when you ran away (dreadfully) without even casting a side glance at)
anyone, and the Messenger was in your rear calling you back.11
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The Prophet was calling ‘Uthman while he was fleeing away. He heard him, but did not
even cast a side glance at anyone, not even at Muhammad! He was completely

frightened, and sought to run away from the Messenger of Allah as quickly as they
!could, in order to save his own life. It was indeed a great flight, and a great tragedy

On the Day of Hunayn (8 AH) too, the Sahabah fled away again! This is referred to by
:Allah in His Book

مث تبحر  اـمب  ضرـلأا  مکیلع  تقاـضو  ائیـش  مکنع  نغت  ملف  مکترثک  مکتبجعأ  ذإ  نینح  مویو  هریثـک  نطاوم  یف  هللا  مکرـصن  دـقل 
نیربدم متیلو 

p: 217

Truly, Allah has helped you on many battlefields, and on the Day of Hunayn when you
rejoiced at your great number but it availed you naught and the earth, as vast as it is,

was straitened for you. Then you fled away.12

The statement is general. Therefore, everyone fled except whoever there is concrete
evidence clearing him. ‘Umar, in particular, was one of the runners on that day. Imam

:al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) records

نینح ناک  امل  لاـق  هداـتق  اـبأ  نأ  هداـتق  یبأ  یلوم  دـمحم  یبأ  نع  حـلفأ  نب  ریثک  نب  رمع  نع  دیعـس  نب  ییحی  ینثدـح  ثیللا  لاـقو 
هلتخی يذلا  یلإ  تعرـسأف  هلتقیل  هئارو  نم  هلتخی  نیکرـشملا  نم  رخآو  نیکرـشملا  نم  لاجر  لتاقی  نیملـسملا  نم  لجر  یلإ  ترظن 
مزهناو هتلتق  مث  هتعفدو  للحتف  كرت  مث  تفوخت  یتح  ادیدش  امـض  ینمـضف  ینذخأ  مث  اهتعطقف  هدـی  برـضأو  ینبرـضیل  هدـی  عفرف 

هللا لوسر  یلإ  سانلا  عجارت  مث  هللا  رمأ  لاق  سانلا ؟ نأـش  اـم  هل  تلقف  ساـنلا  یف  باـطخلا  نب  رمعب  اذإـف  مهعم  تمزهناو  نوملـسملا 
ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

Al-Layth – Yahya b. Sa’id – ‘Umar b. Kathir b. Aflah – Abu Muhammad, freed slave of
:Abu Qatadah – Abu Qatadah

On the Day of Hunayn, I saw a Muslim fighting with one of the pagans and another
pagan was hiding himself behind the Muslim in order to kill him. So I hurried towards

the pagan who was hiding behind the Muslim to kill him, and he raised his hand to hit
.me but I hit his hand and cut it off
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p: 218

That man got hold of me and pressed me so hard that I was afraid, then I knelt down

and his grip became loose and I pushed him and killed him. The Muslims fled, and I too
fled WITH THEM. Suddenly, I met ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab AMONGST THE PEOPLE and I
asked him, “What is wrong with THE PEOPLE?” He said, “It is the Command of Allah.”

Then THE PEOPLE returned to the Messenger of Allah.13

Abu Qatadah referred to those Sahabah who fled away as “the people”. They fled but
later returned to the Messenger at the battlefield. The interesting part is that while

Abu Qatadah himself was fleeing away “with them”, he met ‘Umar “amongst the
people”! In other words, ‘Umar too was fleeing away with the people! He was

“amongst” the people speeding off the battle ground. If the second khalifah had
stayed with the Messenger of Allah, Abu Qatadah – who had run away from the

”! Prophet – would never had met ‘Umar “amongst the people

A rather unfortunate turn was ‘Umar’s attempted justification of the Sahabah’s run
from the battlefield. He claimed that those Sahabah – including himself – were

obeying “the command” of Allah. We searched the Qur’an and ahadith to locate this
:“command”. But, we came up with nothing like it. Rather, this is what we read

دقف هئف  یلإ  ازیحتم  وأ  لاتقل  افرحتم  لاإ  هربد  ذئموی  مهلوی  نمو  رابدلأا  مهولوت  لاف  افحز  اورفک  نیذلا  متیقل  اذإ  اونمآ  نیذـلا  اهیأ  ای 
ریصملا سئبو  منهج  هاوأمو  هللا  نم  بضغب  ءاب 

p: 219

O you who believe! When you meet those who disbelieve, in a battlefield, never flee
from them. And whoever flees away on such a day – unless it be a stratagem of war,
or to retreat to a troop, - he indeed has drawn upon himself Wrath from Allah. And his

abode is Hellfire, and worse indeed is that destination!14

Does it really look like the Sahabah were obeying Allah with their great flight? We do
.not think so

Footnote
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Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 8, pp. 75-76

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 2
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 571, * 6121
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Rashad Salim], vol. 8, p. 77
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Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 9
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1879,
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Isma’il b. Ibrahim b. Mughirah al-Bukhari al-J’ufi, al- . 10
Jami’ al-Ṣahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.
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Jami’ al-Ṣahih al-Mukhtasar (Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir; 3rd edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Dr.
Mustafa Dib al-Bagha], vol. 4, p. 1570, * 4067

Qur’an 8:15-16 . 14

Hadith Al-Rayat, Investigating Its Authenticity . 25

Hadith Al-Rayat, Investigating Its Authenticity

Before Hunayn (8 AH), ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab ran away from the battlefield at least twice

– during Khandaq (5 AH) and at Khaybar (7 AH). It was at Khaybar that Hadith al-Rayat
was declared by the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi. We will therefore
briefly examine what the second khalifah did during the Khandaq battle before

:moving on to Khaybar. Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) records

تجرخ تلاق  هشئاع  ینتربخأ  لاق  صاقو  نب  همقلع  هدج  نع  هیبأ  نع  ورمع  نب  دمحم  انا  لاق  دیزی  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
نب هعمو  ذاعم  نب  دعـسب  انأ  اذإف  تفتلاف  تلاق  ضرلأا  سح  ینعی  یئارو  ضرلأا  دیئو  تعمـسف  تلاق  سانلا  راثآ  اوفقأ  قدـنخلا  موی 

فوختأ انأف  هفارطأ  اهنم  تجرخ  دق  دیدح  نم  عرد  هیلعو  دعس  رمف  ضرلأا  یلإ  تسلجف  تلاق  هنجم  لمحی  سوأ  نب  ثراحلا  هیخأ 
ام لمج ...  اجیهلا  كردـی  لایلق  تیل   ) لوقیو زجتری  وهو  رمف  تلاق  مهلوطأو  سانلا  مظعأ  نم  دعـس  ناکو  تلاق  دعـس  فارطأ  یلع 

لجر مهیفو  باطخلا  نب  رمع  مهیف  اذإو  نیملـسملا  نم  رفن  اهیف  اذإف  هقیدـح  تمحتقاف  تمقف  تلاق  لجلأا ) ناـح  اذإ  توملا  نسحأ 
لاز امف  تلاق  زوحت  نوکی  وأ  ءلاب  نوکی  نأ  کنمؤی  امو  هئیرجل  کنإ  هللاو  يرمعل  کب  ءاج  ام  رمع  لاقف  ارفغم  ینعی  هل  هغبـس  هیلع 

ای لاقف  هللا  دیبع  نب  هحلط  اذإف  ههجو  نع  هغبسلا  لجرلا  عفرف  تلاق  اهیف  تلخدف  ذئتعاس  یل  تقـشنا  ضرلأا  نأ  تینمت  یتح  ینمولی 
لج زع و  هللا  یلإ  لاإ  رارفلا  وأ  زوحتلا  نیأو  مویلا  ذنم  ترثکأ  دق  کنا  کحیو  رمع 

p: 221

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yazid – Muhammad b. ‘Amr – ‘
:his father – his grandfather ‘Alqamah b. Waqqas – ‘Aishah

I went out on the Day of al-Khandaq and I stood behind the people. So, I heard
footsteps coming from behind me. I turned around and saw Sa’d b. Mu’adh, and his
nephew al-Harith b. Aws was carrying his armour. Therefore, I sat down on the
ground and Sa’d passed by, wearing an iron armour from which his limbs had come

out. I was afraid of Sa’d’s limbs. Sa’d was one of the most huge and tallest people.
Sa’d passed by, singing a battle song, saying: “Very soon the battle will meet a camel
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.” ... What a good death it is when the time has come

Then I stood up and entered a garden. There was a small group of Muslims there, and
‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab was amongst them and there was another man who was wearing

a mask. ‘Umar said: “What brought you here? I swear by my life and I swear by Allah,
you are a reckless woman! What assures you against the occurrence of a disaster or
capture?” He kept blaming me so much until I wished that the earth would split open
for me so that I could enter into it. Then the (masked) man removed the mask from
his face, and he was Talhah b. ‘Ubayd Allah. So he said, “Woe to you, O Umar! You
have said too much today! And where is the writhing movement or the flight except to

Allah the Almighty?”1

p: 222

Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) has copied the exact same narration in his Sahihah, and‘
:states

....تلاق هشئاع  ینتربخأ  لاق : صاقو ، نبا  همقلع  نع  هیبأ  نع  ورمع  نب  دمحم  نع  ( 142  - 141  / 6  ) دمحأ ماملإا  هجرخأ 

نـسح وهو  همقلع  نب  ورمع  نب  دمحم  هیفو  دمحأ  هاور  (:" 128  / 6  " ) دئاوزلا عمجم  یف "  یمثیهلا  لاقو  .نسح  دانـسإ  اذـهو  تلق :
". نسح هدنسو  (: " 43  / 11  " ) حتفلا یف "  ظفاحلا  لاقو  تاقث ." هلاجر  هیقبو  ثیدحلا ،

Imam Ahmad (6/141-142) recorded it from Muhammad b. ‘Amr - his father - ‘Alqamah

.... b. Waqqas – ‘Aishah

I (Al-Albani) say: This chain is hasan. Al-Haythami said in Majma’ al-Zawaid (6/128):
“Ahmad recorded it and in the chain is Muhammad b. ‘Amr b. ‘Alqamah, and his hadith
is hasan, and the other narrators in the chain are trustworthy”. Al-Hafiz also said in al-

Fath (11/43): “And its chain is hasan”.2

Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H) too has documented the report in his Sahih3. ‘Allamah al-
:Albani says

نسح

Hasan4

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 205 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ confirms this

نسح ثیدح 

A hasan hadith5

The question is: what was ‘Umar and his few colleagues doing in a garden, hidden
from view, while the Messenger of Allah and the other Sahabah were actively in battle
against the allied forces of the pagans? The people, as testified by Umm al-Muminin

‘Aishah, were at the warfront. She was standing behind the fighting soldiers. So,
‘Umar and his small band were completely away from the front, at the back of

?everyone else. Was it a tactical land ambush by them

p: 223

But, that was not possible! Firstly, it was a trench war. If anything, ‘Umar and his
colleagues should be standing with the Prophet at the front - by the trench -
preventing the enemies of Allah from successfully crossing over. Secondly, the
Messenger did not permit any Sahabi to leave his presence, as reported by the Qur’an

:about the Battle of Khandaq

نإ هروعب  یه  امو  هروع  اـنتویب  نإ  نولوقی  یبنلا  مهنم  قیرف  نذأتـسیو  اوعجراـف  مکل  ماـقم  ـلا  برثی  لـهأ  اـی  مهنم  هفئاـط  تلاـق  ذإو 
لبق لا نم  هللا  اودـهاع  اوناک  دـقلو  اریـسی  لاإ  اهب  اوثبلت  امو  اهوتلآ  هنتفلا  اولئـس  مث  اهراطقأ  نم  مهیلع  تلخد  ولو  ارارف  ـلاإ  نودـیری 

لایلق لاإ  نوعتمت  اذإو لا  لتقلا  وأ  توملا  نم  متررف  نإ  رارفلا  مکعفنی  نل  لق  لاوئسم  هللا  دهع  ناکو  رابدلأا  نولوی 

And when a party of them said, “O people of Yathrib! You do not stand any chance.
Therefore, return”. And a band of them asked for permission of the Prophet, saying:
“Truly, our homes are vulnerable!” But they (i.e. their houses) were not vulnerable.
They (i.e. those soldiers) only wished to flee! And if the enemy had entered upon them
from its (i.e. Madinah’s) borders, and they had been asked to commit sedition (against

.Islam), they would surely have committed it and would have only hesitated a little

And indeed they had already made a covenant with Allah not to flee, and a covenant
with Allah must be answered for. Say: Running away will not benefit you if you flee

from death or killing, and then you will enjoy no more than a little while!”6
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p: 224

The verses confirm that the enemy never breached the borders of Madinah. They
further establish that the homes of the people of the city were safe. Of course, it was

the Battle of Khandaq (i.e. the Battle of the Trench). Therefore, all the fighting was

supposed to be done at the trench, not within the boundaries of Madinah. Lastly,
there is zero evidence of any deployment of anyone by the Prophet, during the battle,

!to mount any ambush in any garden in the city

As such, the presence of ‘Umar and his colleagues in a safe garden had absolutely no
military value or legitimacy. Moreover, one of them was masking his face to conceal
his identity. Meanwhile, he too had no tactical or strategic reason to use a mask. It is
obvious, from the circumstances and his conduct, that he felt shame for what they
were doing in the garden, and would not like anyone to identify him with it, if they
were detected. But, Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah knew his voice very well, being his
relative. So, it was pointless for him to conceal his identity before her while criticizing

.‘Umar

Umar and his colleagues were, without doubt, hiding from battle. They had fled! While‘
the other Muslims were busy preventing the collapse of Madinah by blocking any
crossover of the trench by the enemy, he and his colleagues were breathing safely in
their hideout. Judging from the panic and instinctive outbursts of ‘Umar, one could
also say that he was not aware of the real situation of things in the city. He apparently
thought that the enemy had entered it, and that it was extremely risky to move

around. That explains why he moved into, and remained in, the garden in the first
.place

p: 225

At Khaybar, our second khalifah repeated his old feat. Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H)
:records

یـسوم یبأ  نع  میکح  نب  میعن  انث  یـسوم  نب  هللا  دیبع  انث  دوعـسم  نب  دیعـس  انث  ورمب  یبوبحملا  دمحأ  نب  دمحم  سابعلا  وبأ  انربخأ 
هعم ثعبو  هنع  یلاعت  هللا  یضر  رمع  ثعب  اهاتأ  املف  ربیخ  یلإ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  راس  لاق :  هنع  هللا  یـضر  یلع  نع  یفنحلا 
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راسف مهنبجیو  هنونبجی  اوءاجف  هباحصأو  رمع  اومزه  نأ  اوثبلی  ملف  مهولتاقف  مهرصق  وأ  مهتنیدم  یلإ  سانلا 

Abu al-‘Abbas Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Mahbubi – Sa’id b. Mas’ud – ‘Ubayd Allah b.
:Musa – Na’im b. Hakim – Abu Musa al-Hanafi – ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him

The Prophet, peace be upon him, journeyed to Khaybar. When he arrived there, he
appointed ‘Umar (as commander) and appointed some people with him (as his troops)
to conquer their city or castle. So, they (‘Umar and his troops) fought them (i.e. the
people of Khaybar). But ‘Umar and his troops did not hesitate before fleeing. So, they
came back and they (the troops) accused him (‘Umar) of COWARDICE while he too

accused them of cowardice.7

:Al-Hakim says

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith has a sahih chain8

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) HHconfirms

حیحص

Sahih9

:Imam al-Hindi (d. 975 H) copies a fuller version

یلإ سانلا  هعمو  رمع  ثعب  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  اهاتأ  املف  ربیخ  یلإ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  راس  لاق :  یلع  نع 
هیلع و هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  کلذ  ءاسف  هنونبجیو  مهنبجی  ءاجف  هباحـصأو  رمع  اومزه  نأ  اوثبلی  ملف  مهولتاقف  مهرـصق  یلإو  مهتنیدم 

اودـمو اهل  سانلا  لواطتف  رارفب  سیل  هل  هللا  حـتفی  یتح  مهلتاقی  هلوسرو  هللا  هبحیو  هلوسرو  هللا  بحی  لاجر  مهیلع  نثعبلأ  لاقف :  ملس 
هوعدا لاق :  دمرأ  وه  اولاقف :  یلع ؟  نیأ  لاقف :  هعاس  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  ثکمف  لاق  ام  ءاجر  مهـسفنأ  هنوری  مهقانعأ 

اثدح اهیف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  ثدحی  نأ  هیشخ  ایعـس  هب  تقلطناف  ءاوللا  یناطعأ  مث  اهیف  لفت  مث  ینیع  حتف  هتیتأ  املف  یل 
اونـصحتف هباحـصأ  مزهناو  يدـیب  هللا  هلتقف  انیقتلا  یتح  زجتری  امک  زجترأ  هل  تزربو  زجتری  بحرم  زربف  مهتلتاقف  مهتیتأ  یتح  یف  وأ 

هللا هحتف  یتح  هجلاعأ  لزأ  ملف  بابلا  انیتأف  بابلا  اوقلغأو 

p: 226
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:Narrated ‘Ali

The Messsenger of Allah, peace be upon him, journeyed to Khaybar. When the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, arrived there, he appointed ‘Umar (as
commander) and with him some people (as his troops) to conquer their city or castle.
So, they (‘Umar and his troops) fought them (i.e. the people of Khaybar). But ‘Umar

and his troops did not hesitate before fleeing. So, they came back and he accused
them of cowardice while they too (the troops) accused him (‘Umar) of COWARDICE.
The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, roundly condemned that and said, “I will

certainly appoint over you a man who loves Allah and His Messenger, and Allah and
His Messenger too love him. He will fight them until Allah grants him victory. He is not

.” someone who flees

So, the people longed for it (i.e. the expedition) and extended their necks, each of
them wishing that he be the chosen one. The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
remained silent for a while and then said: “Where is Ali?” They said: “He is sore-eyed.”
He said: “Summon him for me.” When I came to him, he opened my eyes and put his
saliva on them. Then, he gave the flag to me and so I proceeded fast, fearing that the
Messenger of Allah might make a new decision concerning it (i.e. the expedition), or
me, until I reached them (i.e. the people of Khaybar). So, I fought them. Then Marhab

(the warrior of Khaybar) offered a duel challenge, reciting war poetry and I accepted
his duel challenge, reciting war poetry like people do, until we clashed and Allah killed
him through my hand. As a result, his companions fled away into their castle, and
locked the door. We went to the door and I did not stop trying to break it until Allah

opened it.10

p: 227

:Al-Hindi comments

نسح هدنسو  رازبلاو 

Recorded by al-Bazzar and its chain is hasan.11
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:Ali’s encounter with Marhab is documented by Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) as well‘

نبا همرکع  نع  امهلاک  يدقعلا  رماع  وبأ  انربخأ  میهاربإ  نب  قاحسإ  انثدحو  مساقلا ح  نب  مشاه  انثدح  هبیش  یبأ  نب  رکب  وبأ  انثدح 
وهو همرکع (  انثدح  دیجملادبع  نب  هللادیبع  یفنحلا  یلع  وبأ  انربخأ  هثیدح  اذهو  یمرادلا  نمحرلادبع  نب  هللادـبع  انثدـحو  رامع ح 

: لاق یبأ  ینثدح  هملس  نب  سایإ  ینثدح  رامع )  نبا 

هدوقأ هب  تئجف  ایلع  تیتأف  لاق  هلوسرو  هللا  هبحی  وأ  هلوسرو  هللا  بحی  لاجر  هیارلا  نیطعلأ  لاقف  دمرأ  وهو  یلع  یلإ  ینلـسرأ  مث  ....
ینأ ربیخ  تملع  دق  لاقف  بحرم  جرخو  هیارلا  هاطعأو  أربف  هینیع  یف  قسبف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هب  تیتأ  یتح  دمرأ  وهو 
هیرک تاباغلا  ثیلک  هردـیح ...  یمأ  ینتمـس  يذـلا  انأ  یلع  لاقف  بهلت  تلبقأ  بورحلا  اذإ  برجم  لطب  حلاـسلا  یکاـش  بحرم ... 

هیدی یلع  حتفلا  ناک  مث  هلتقف  بحرم  سأر  برضف  لاق  هردنسلا  لیک  عاصلاب  مهیفوأ  هرظنملا 

Abu Bakr b. Abi Shaybah – Hashim b. al-Qasim – Ishaq b. Ibrahim – Abu ‘Amir al-‘Aqdi
– ‘Ikrimah b. ‘Amir AND ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Darimi – Abu ‘Ali al-Hanafi
‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Majid – ‘Ikrimah b. ‘Amir – Iyas b. Salamah – my father

(: (Salamah

Then he (the Messenger) sent me to ‘Ali, and he (‘Ali) was sore-eyed. So, he (the .... 
Prophet) said, “I verily will give the flag to a man who loves Allah and His Messenger or
whom Allah and His Messenger love.” So, I went to ‘Ali and brought him, and he was

sore-eyed , until I brought him to the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, who

.applied his saliva to his eyes and he got well

p: 228

So, he (the Prophet) gave him the flag and Marhab (at the Khaybar battle ground)
came out and said (during the duel), “Khaybar has already known that I am Marhab, a
fully-armed and well-tried valorous warrior whenever war comes, spreading its
flames.” ‘Ali replied, “I am the one whose mother named him Haydar, like a lion of the
forest with a terror-striking countenance. I give them (i.e. my opponents) the
measure of sandara (i.e. a heavy blow) in exchange for sa’ (i.e. a small punch).” ‘Ali

struck the head of Marhab and killed him. So, the victory was through his hands.12

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) has recorded the same report13, and Shaykh al-Arnauṭ says

ملسم طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 
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Its chain is sahih upon the standard of Muslim.14

The Prophet of Allah testified that Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, was NOT a
person who fled in any circumstance, however difficult. He too demonstrated that by
accepting the challenge of Marhab in a mortal combat. As such, while all the other
Sahabah – including Abu Bakr and ‘Umar – were repeatedly fleeing the battlefields,
‘Ali always stayed till the end. The matter, apparently, was very well-known among

the Sahabah, which was why some of them did not bother mentioning his name while

listing the firm ones at each battle. He made every list by default, and it might be
pointless repeating his blessed name while everyone was already aware of this

.unique status of his

p: 229

:Imam Ahmad further records another report, with an interesting additional detail

انرـصاح لاق  هدیرب  یبأ  ینثدح  هدیرب  نب  هللا  دبع  ینثدح  دقاو  نب  نیـسحلا  ینثدح  بابحلا  نب  دیز  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدـح 
دهجو هدش  ذئموی  سانلا  باصأو  هل  حتفی  ملو  عجرف  جرخف  رمع  دغلا  نم  هذخأ  مث  هل  حتفی  ملو  فرصناف  رکب  وبأ  ءاوللا  ذخأف  ربیخ 

انتبف هل  حتفی  یتح  عجری  هلوسرو لا  هللا  بحیو  هلوسرو  هللا  هبحی  لجر  یلإ  ادغ  ءاوللا  عفاد  ینا  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاقف 
مهفاصم یلع  سانلاو  ءاوللاب  اعدف  امئاق  ماق  مث  هادغلا  یلص  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  حبصأ  نا  املف  ادغ  حتفلا  نا  انـسفنأ  هبیط 

اهل لواطت  نمیف  انأو  هدیرب  لاق  هل  حتفو  ءاوللا  هیلإ  عفدو  هینیع  یف  لفتف  دمرأ  وهو  ایلع  اعدف 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Zayd b. al-Habab – al-Husayn‘
:b. Waqid – ‘Abd Allah b. Buraydah – Abu Buraydah

We besieged Khaybar. So, Abu Bakr took the flag and went. But, he did not achieve
victory. Then, the next day, ‘Umar took it (i.e. the flag), and went and returned without

achieving victory. On that day, the people encountered hardship and fatigue.
Therefore, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “I will tomorrow give the
flag to a man who loves Allah and His Messenger, and Allah and His Messenger love
him too. He will not return unless he has achieved victory.” So, we became absolutely

.certain that victory would be achieved the next day

p: 230
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When it was morning, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, performed the
morning Salat. Then he stood and asked that the flag be brought to him. The people
were on their lines. So, he summoned ‘Ali and he (‘Ali) was sore-eyed. Then he spit
into his eyes and gave him the flag, and he (‘Ali) achieved victory. I was one of those

longing for it (i.e. the flag).15

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ states

يزورملا دقاو  نب  نیسح  لجأ  نم  يوق  دانسإ  اذهو  حیحص  ثیدح 

It is a sahih hadith, and this chain is strong (qawi) due to Husayn b. Waqid al-Maruzi.16

Apparently, Abu Bakr was the first to flee the battlefield at Khaybar, and then ‘Umar.
Marhab must have offered both of them duel challenges – as he did to Amir al-
Muminin - which they obviously declined and then sped away. The only way to
conquer Khaybar was to kill Marhab, who was their legendary warrior, as ‘Ali
demonstrated. The fact that Abu Bakr and ‘Umar returned without victory is evidence

.that both of them, as army commanders, feared Marhab and therefore avoided him

:Imam al-Hindi copies a related report

یلیل ابأ  ای  انعم  تنک  ام  وأ  لاق :  ....و  نیفیفخ  نیبوث  ءادرو  رازإ  یف  ءاتـشلا  یف  جرخی  یلع  ناک  لاق :  یلیل  یبأ  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نع 
هیلإ عجر  یتح  مزهناف  سانلاب  راسف  رکب  ابأ  ثعب  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نإف  لاق :  مکعم  تنک  دق  هللاو  یلب  تلق :  ربیخب ؟ 
هللا هبحیو  هلوسرو  هللا  بحی  لاجر  هیارلا  نیطعلأ  ملـس :  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاقف  هیلإ  یهتنا  یتح  سانلاب  مزهناـف  رمع  ثعبو 

ینیع یف  لفتف  ائیش  رصبأ  دمرأ لا  انأو  هتیتأف  یناعدف  یلإ  لسرأف  رارفب  سیل  هل  هللا  حتفی  هلوسرو 

p: 231

:Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Layli‘

Ali used to come out in winter wearing light clothes and ... he (‘Ali) said (to me), “Were‘
you not with us, O Abu Layli, at Khaybar?” I said, “Yes, by Allah, I was with you.” He
said, “Verily, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, appointed Abu Bakr as
commander and he despatched with (some) people. BUT HE (ABU BAKR) FLED until he

(. returned to him (i.e. the Prophet
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And he appointed ‘Umar too as army commander, and HE (‘UMAR) TOO FLED with the
people (i.e. his troops) until he got back to him (i.e. the Messenger). So, the Messenger

of Allah, peace be upon him, said, ‘I certainly will give the flag to a man who loves
Allah and His Messenger, and Allah and His Messenger love him too. Allah will grant
him victory. He is not someone who flees.’ Therefore, he sent for me, and I got to him.

I was sore-eyed, and could not see anything. So, he spit into my eye.”17

:Al-Hindi comments

هححصو ریرج  نباو  رازبلاو 

Al-Bazzar recorded it, as well as Ibn Jarir (al-Tabari) WHO DECLARED IT SAHIH18

:At this point, let us do some mathematics

.Abu Bakr and ‘Umar used to flee from battlefields. Ali never fled, not even once . 1

Ali accepted and won at least the duel challenge at Khaybar. Abu Bakr and ‘Umar . ‘ 3
.ran away from the same duel challenge

Ali was never accused of cowardice by anyone. Rather, the Prophet testified in . 5
favour of his absolute bravery and military doggedness. By contrast, ‘Umar was

!charged with cowardice by his own troops

p: 232

Abu Bakr and ‘Umar returned from the battlefield, defeated and humiliated. . 7
.Meanwhile, ‘Ali never left the battlefield until he had achieved victory

The Messenger of Allah had absolute confidence in ‘Ali’s military prowess, and was . 9
completely certain that the latter would never fail in his expeditions. On the other
hand, both Abu Bakr and ‘Umar disappointed him in their military assignments, and he

.apparently did not have full confidence in their military abilities

The question is: who was braver? Was it Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib? Or, were

Abu Bakr and ‘Umar braver than him, as claimed by Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah? Even if
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we accepted our Shaykh’s re-definition of “bravery” as fearlessness of the heart, how
can anyone still claim that Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman were “brave” at all despite
that they used to flee the battlefield? Can a person who runs away from battle be said
to have a fearless heart? Moreover, what made Amir al-Muminin so firm on the
battlefield? Was it not his fearless heart? From whatever angle we look at it, Abu
Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman were timid cowards, while ‘Ali was a true warrior, with a

.completely fearless heart

Our Shaykh is well aware that with the above facts, his theory can never stand. So, he
:goes on a voyage of historical revisionism

مل هیدـی و  یلع  هللا  حـتفی  هلوسر  هللا و  هبحی  هلوسر و  هللا و  بحی  لاجر  هیارلا  نیطعلأ  همودـق  لبق  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  لاقف 
بیذاکلأا نم  اذه  لب  امهنم  دحاو  اهبرق  رمعل و لا  رکب و لا  یبلأ  کلذ  لبق  هیارلا  نکت 

p: 233

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said before his (‘Ali’s) arrival, “I verily will give the
flag to a man who loves Allah and His Messenger, and Allah and His Messenger too
love him. Allah will grant victory through his hands.” The flag was never given before
that to Abu Bakr or ‘Umar, and neither of them even moved near it. Rather, this (i.e.
the claim that Abu Bakr and ‘Umar were given the flag before ‘Ali) is one of the lies.19

?But, does that really help him or his two khalifahs

Footnote

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 1
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 6, p. 141, * 25140

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 2
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 1, pp. 143-145, * 67

Abu Hatim Muhammad b. Hibban b. Ahmad b. Hibban b. Mu’adh b. Ma’bad al-Tamimi . 3
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‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 40, * 4340
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Ali b. Husam al-Din al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, Kanz al-‘Ummal fi Sunan al-Aqwal wa Af’al . ‘ 17
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1989 H), vol. 13, p. 104, * 36388

Ibid . 18

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 19
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 366

Hadith Al-Tair, Investigating Its Authenticity . 26

Hadith Al-Tair, Investigating Its Authenticity

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

ملعلا لهأ  دنع  تاعوضوملا  تابوذکملا  نم  رئاطلا  ثیدح 

Hadith al-Tair is one of the fabricated lies in the opinion of the people of knowledge.1

:Meanwhile, Imam Ibn Asakir (d. 571 H) records

ان ثیللا  نب  متاح  ان  صفح  نب  دلخم  نب  دمحم  ان  ینطقرادـلا  نسحلا  وبأ  انأ  یـسونبلأا  نب  نیـسحلا  وبأ  انأ  انبلا  نب  بلاغ  وبأ  انربخأ 
رایطأ ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ  يدهأ  لاق  کلام  نب  سنأ  ان  يدسلا  نع  ئراقلا  رمع  نب  یـسیع  نع  یـسوم  نب  هللا  دیبع 

نم هعم  لکأی  لخدف  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  ءاجف  ریطلا  اذه  نم  یعم  لکأی  کیلإ  کقلخ  بحأب  ینتئا  مهللا  لاقف  اریط  كرتو  اهمـسقف 
ریطلا کلذ 

p: 235

Abu Ghalib b. al-Bana – Abu al-Husayn b. al-Abnusi – Abu al-Hasan al-Daraquṭni –
Muhammad b. Mukhlid b. Hafs – Hatim b. al-Layth – ‘Ubayd Allah b. Musa – ‘Isa b.

:‘Umar al-Qari – al-Suddi – Anas b. Malik

Birds were given as gifts to the Messenger of Allah. So, he distributed them and left a
bird. Then he said, “O Allah, bring to me the most beloved to You of Your creation to
eat with me from this bird. So, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib came and entered and ate with him from

that bird.2
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:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) states about the first narrator

ءانبلا نب  هللا  دبع  نب  دمحأ  نب  نسحلا  یلع  یبأ  ماملإا  نب  دمحأ  بلاغ  وبأ  دادـغب ، دنـسم  هقثلا ، حـلاصلا  خیـشلا  ءانبلا  نبا  بلاغ  وبأ 
.یلبنحلا يدادغبلا 

Abu Ghalib b. al-Bana: The righteous Shaykh, the thiqah (trustworthy) narrator, the
hadith transmitter of Baghdad, Abu Ghalib Ahmad b. Imam Abu ‘Ali al-Hasan b. Ahmad

b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Bana al-Baghdadi al-Hanbali.3

:Concerning the second narrator, he further says

.يدادغبلا یسونبلآا  نبا  یلع ، نب  دمحم  نب  دمحأ  نب  دمحم  نیسحلا ، وبأ  هقثلا ، خیشلا  یسونبلآا  نبا 

Ibn al-Abnusi: The thiqah (trustworthy) Shaykh, Abu al-Husayn, Muhamamd b. Ahmad

b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali, Ibn al-Abnusi al-Baghdadi.4

The third narrator, Imam al-Daraquṭni, needs no introduction. Nonetheless, let us get
:al-Dhahabi’s words about him anyway

نب دوعـسم  نب  يدـهم  نب  دـمحأ  نب  رمع  نب  یلع  نسحلا ، وبأ  هذـباهجلا ، ملع  ملاـسلاا ، خیـش  دوجملا ، ظفاحلا  ماـملاا   : ینطقرادـلا
ثدحملا ئرقملا  يدادغبلا  هللا  دبع  نب  رانید  نب  نامعنلا 

p: 236

Al-Daraquṭni: The Imam, the excellent hafiz (hadith scientist), Shaykh al-Islam, the
signpost of the pundits, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali b. ‘Umar b. Ahmad b. Mahdi b. Mas’ud b. al-

Nu’man b. Dinar b. ‘Abd Allah al-Baghdadi al-Maqri, the hadith expert.5

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) says about the fourth narrator

روهشم هقث  هقث  هقث  وهو  صفح ...  نب  دلخم  نب  دمحم 

Muhammad b. Muhklid b. Hafs ... He is thiqah (trustworthy), thiqah (trustworthy),
thiqah (trustworthy), well-known.6

:Imam al-Dhahabi tells us about the fifth narrator as well
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.يرهوجلا يدادغبلا  لضفلا ، وبأ  هقثلا ، رثکملا  ظفاحلا  ثیللا  نب  متاح 

Hatim b. al-Layth: The hadith scientist, the prolific hadith narrator, the thiqah
(trustworthy) narrator, Abu al-Fadhl, al-Baghdadi, al-Jawhari.7

:Al-Hafiz returns to inform us about the sixth narrator

عیشتی ناک  هقث  دمحم  وبأ  یفوکلا  یسبعلا  ماذاب  راتخملا  یبأ  نب  یسوم  نب  هللا  دیبع 

Ubayd Allah b. Musa b. Abi al-Mukhtar al-‘Ubsi al-Kufi, Abu Muhammad: Thiqah‘
(trustworthy), he was a Shi’i.8

:Al-Hafiz proceeds about the seventh narrator too

هقث ئراقلا  یفوکلا  رمع  وبأ  میملا  نوکسب  ینادمهلا  يدسلأا  رمع  نب  یسیع 

Isa b. ‘Umar al-Asadi al-Hamdani, Abu ‘Umar al-Kufi al-Qari: Thiqah (trustworthy)9‘

:Finally, ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) grades the last narrator, al-Suddi

 ". بیرقتلا یف "  امک  .مهی  قودص  وهو  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  لیعامسإ  وهو  يدسلا  ریغ  تاقث  هلاجر  نسح ، دنس  اذهو 

This chain is hasan. Its narrators are trustworthy apart from al-Suddi, and he is
Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman. He was saduq (very truthful), and he hallucinated, as

stated in al-Taqrib.10

p: 237

:He adds about him

.نمحرلا دبع  نب  لیعامسإ  همساو  ملسم  هب  جتحا  هقث  وهو 

He is thiqah (trustworthy). (Imam) Muslim has relied upon him as a hujjah (in his
Sahih), and his name is Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman.11

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ also states

تاقث هلاجر  یقابو  همیرک -  یبأ  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  لیعامسإ  وهو  يدسلا -  لجلأ  نسح  هدانسإ 
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Its chain is hasan due to al-Suddi – and he is Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Karimah

– and the other narrators are trustworthy.12

:Shaykh Dr. Asad has the same grading for him

نسح هدانسإ  سابع ...  نبا  نع  همرکع  نع  يدسلا  لیعامسإ  نع  همثیخ  نب  دایز  نع  یبأ  انثدح  مامه  وبأ  انثدح 

Abu Hammam – my father – Ziyad b. Khaythamah – Isma’il al-Suddi – Ikrimah – Ibn
‘Abbas .... Its chain is hasan.13

:Shaykh Dr. Al-A’zami is not left out either

نسح هدانسإ  ....هشئاع  نع  یهبلا  نع  يدسلا  نع  نایفس  نع  یعجشلأا  انثدح  رضنلا  وبأ  انثدح  بیعش  نب  یلع  انثدح 

Ali b. Shu’ayb – Abu al-Nadhar – al-Ashja’ – Sufyan – al-Suddi – al-Bahi – ‘Aishah ....‘
Its chain is hasan.14

Interestingly, Imam Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 H) has documented a similar report of Hadith
:al-Tair as Imam Ibn Asakir

نب متاح  انا  لاق  دلخم  نب  دمحم  انا  انلاق  ینطقرادـلا  انا  لاق  يرـشعلا  بلاط  وبا  انأبنا  لاق  يریرحلا  مساقلا  وبا  انأبنا  دـقو  فلؤملا  لاق 
رایطأ ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  يدـها  سنا  لاق  يدـسلا  نع  يراقلا  رمع  نب  یـسیع  نع  یـسوم  نب  هللا  دـیبع  انا  لاـق  ثیللا 
ریطلا کلذ  نم  هعم  لکأف  لخدف  بلاط  یبا  نب  یلع  ءاجف  ریطلا  اذه  نم  یعم  لکأی  کیلا  کقلخ  بحأب  ینتئا  مهللا  لاقف  نهمسقف 

p: 238

Abu al-Qasim al-Hariri – Abu Talib al-‘Ashri – al-Daraquṭni – Muhammad b. Mukhlid –
:Hatim b. al-Layth – ‘’Ubayd Allah b. Musa – ‘Isa b. ‘Umar al-Qari – al-Suddi – Anas

Birds were given as gifts to the Messenger of Allah. So, he distributed them. Then he
said, “O Allah, bring to me the most beloved to You of Your creation to eat with me

from this bird. So, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib came and entered and ate with him from that bird.15

This chain is basically the same as that which we have verified above in this chapter.
:‘Allamah al-Albani also has this comment about this report

.هب یسوم  نب  هللا  دیبع  ان  لاق : ثیللا  نب  متاح  ان  دلخم : نب  دمحم  ان  ینطقرادلا : قیرط  نم  هدانسإب  ( 363  ) يزوجلا نبا  هاور  دقف 
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نمحرلا دبع  نب  لیعامسإ  همساو : ریبکلا ، ) يدسلا   ) وهو فلاخلا -  نم  يدسلا )  ) یف ام  لاإ  تاقث ، مهلک  هلاجر  دانسإ  اذهو 

Ibn al-Jawzi (363) has recorded it with his chain from the route of al-Daraquṭni –
Muhammad b. Mukhlid – Hatim b. al-Layth – ‘Ubayd Allah b. Musa with it (i.e. the full

(. chain with the hadith

All the narrators of this chain are trustworthy, except for the difference of opinions
concerning al-Suddi, and he is al-Suddi al-Kabir, and his name is Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-

Rahman.16

Since al-Suddi too is thiqah (trustworthy), or at least saduq (very truthful) due to the
disputes about him, the sanad is therefore either sahih or hasan. We go with the
stricter ruling. As such, we declare that chain of the hadith is hasan due to al-Suddi. All

.its narrators are reliable, and there is no disconnection whatsoever in the sanad

p: 239

Meanwhile, the hadith itself is absolutely sahih due to the existence of massive,
overwhelming corroboration (mutaba’at) for al-Suddi. Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H), for

:instance, declares about Hadith al-Tair

اسفن نیثلاث  یلع  هدایز  هباحصأ  نم  هعامج  سنأ  نع  هاور  دقو 

It has been narrated from Anas by a group of his companions, numbering more than
thirty individuals.17

This establishes the tawatur of the hadith from Anas, and shoots the report of al-
.Suddi from the level of hasan to the highest sahih grade

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 371

Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Habat Allah b. ‘Abd Allah, Ibn Asakir al-Shafi’i, Tarikh . 2
Madinah Dimashq (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1415 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 42, p. 254
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Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 3
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1413 H) [annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 19, p. 603, *

352

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 4
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1413 H) [annotators of the eighteenth volume: Shu’ayb

al-Arnaut and Muhammad Na’im al-Arqisusi], vol. 18, p. 85, * 38

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 5
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1413 H) [annotators of the sixteenth volume: Shu’ayb al-

Arnaut and Akram al-Bushi], vol. 16, p. 449, * 332

p: 240

Shihab al-Din Abu al-Fadhl Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizan (Beirut: . 6
Manshurat Muasassat al-A’lami li al-Matbu’at; 2nd edition, 1390 H), vol. 5, p. 374, * 1218

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 7
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 4th edition, 1406 H) [annotators of the twelfth volume:

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and Ṣalih al-Samar], vol. 12, p. 519, * 195

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 8
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 640, *

4361

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 773, * 5330 . 9

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 10
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 1, p. 802, * 440

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 622, * 311 . 11

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 12
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 217, * 13301
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Abu Ya’la Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muthanna al-Mawsili al-Tamimi, Musnad (Damascus: Dar . 13
al-Mamun li al-Turath; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 4, p.

396, * 2518

Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Khuzaymah al-Salami al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih (Beirut: . 14
al-Maktab al-Islami; 1390 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and Dr.

Muhammad Mustafa al-A’zami], vol. 3, p. 270, * 2049

p: 241

Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Ali b. al-Jawzi, al-‘Ilal al-Mutanahiyyah fi al-Ahadith al- . ‘ 15
Wahiyyah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1403 H) [annotator: Khalil al-

Mays], vol. 1, p. 230, * 363

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 16
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 14, p. 174, * 6575

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 17
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 141, * 4650

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

ملعلا لهأ  دنع  تاعوضوملا  تابوذکملا  نم  رئاطلا  ثیدح 

Hadith al-Tair is one of the fabricated lies in the opinion of the people of knowledge.1

:Meanwhile, Imam Ibn Asakir (d. 571 H) records

ان ثیللا  نب  متاح  ان  صفح  نب  دلخم  نب  دمحم  ان  ینطقرادـلا  نسحلا  وبأ  انأ  یـسونبلأا  نب  نیـسحلا  وبأ  انأ  انبلا  نب  بلاغ  وبأ  انربخأ 
رایطأ ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ  يدهأ  لاق  کلام  نب  سنأ  ان  يدسلا  نع  ئراقلا  رمع  نب  یـسیع  نع  یـسوم  نب  هللا  دیبع 

نم هعم  لکأی  لخدف  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  ءاجف  ریطلا  اذه  نم  یعم  لکأی  کیلإ  کقلخ  بحأب  ینتئا  مهللا  لاقف  اریط  كرتو  اهمـسقف 
ریطلا کلذ 
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Abu Ghalib b. al-Bana – Abu al-Husayn b. al-Abnusi – Abu al-Hasan al-Daraquṭni –
Muhammad b. Mukhlid b. Hafs – Hatim b. al-Layth – ‘Ubayd Allah b. Musa – ‘Isa b.

:‘Umar al-Qari – al-Suddi – Anas b. Malik

p: 242

Birds were given as gifts to the Messenger of Allah. So, he distributed them and left a
bird. Then he said, “O Allah, bring to me the most beloved to You of Your creation to
eat with me from this bird. So, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib came and entered and ate with him from

that bird.2

:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) states about the first narrator

ءانبلا نب  هللا  دبع  نب  دمحأ  نب  نسحلا  یلع  یبأ  ماملإا  نب  دمحأ  بلاغ  وبأ  دادـغب ، دنـسم  هقثلا ، حـلاصلا  خیـشلا  ءانبلا  نبا  بلاغ  وبأ 
.یلبنحلا يدادغبلا 

Abu Ghalib b. al-Bana: The righteous Shaykh, the thiqah (trustworthy) narrator, the
hadith transmitter of Baghdad, Abu Ghalib Ahmad b. Imam Abu ‘Ali al-Hasan b. Ahmad

b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Bana al-Baghdadi al-Hanbali.3

:Concerning the second narrator, he further says

.يدادغبلا یسونبلآا  نبا  یلع ، نب  دمحم  نب  دمحأ  نب  دمحم  نیسحلا ، وبأ  هقثلا ، خیشلا  یسونبلآا  نبا 

Ibn al-Abnusi: The thiqah (trustworthy) Shaykh, Abu al-Husayn, Muhamamd b. Ahmad

b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali, Ibn al-Abnusi al-Baghdadi.4

The third narrator, Imam al-Daraquṭni, needs no introduction. Nonetheless, let us get
:al-Dhahabi’s words about him anyway

نب دوعـسم  نب  يدـهم  نب  دـمحأ  نب  رمع  نب  یلع  نسحلا ، وبأ  هذـباهجلا ، ملع  ملاـسلاا ، خیـش  دوجملا ، ظفاحلا  ماـملاا   : ینطقرادـلا
ثدحملا ئرقملا  يدادغبلا  هللا  دبع  نب  رانید  نب  نامعنلا 

Al-Daraquṭni: The Imam, the excellent hafiz (hadith scientist), Shaykh al-Islam, the
signpost of the pundits, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali b. ‘Umar b. Ahmad b. Mahdi b. Mas’ud b. al-

Nu’man b. Dinar b. ‘Abd Allah al-Baghdadi al-Maqri, the hadith expert.5
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p: 243

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) says about the fourth narrator

روهشم هقث  هقث  هقث  وهو  صفح ...  نب  دلخم  نب  دمحم 

Muhammad b. Muhklid b. Hafs ... He is thiqah (trustworthy), thiqah (trustworthy),
thiqah (trustworthy), well-known.6

:Imam al-Dhahabi tells us about the fifth narrator as well

.يرهوجلا يدادغبلا  لضفلا ، وبأ  هقثلا ، رثکملا  ظفاحلا  ثیللا  نب  متاح 

Hatim b. al-Layth: The hadith scientist, the prolific hadith narrator, the thiqah
(trustworthy) narrator, Abu al-Fadhl, al-Baghdadi, al-Jawhari.7

:Al-Hafiz returns to inform us about the sixth narrator

عیشتی ناک  هقث  دمحم  وبأ  یفوکلا  یسبعلا  ماذاب  راتخملا  یبأ  نب  یسوم  نب  هللا  دیبع 

Ubayd Allah b. Musa b. Abi al-Mukhtar al-‘Ubsi al-Kufi, Abu Muhammad: Thiqah‘
(trustworthy), he was a Shi’i.8

:Al-Hafiz proceeds about the seventh narrator too

هقث ئراقلا  یفوکلا  رمع  وبأ  میملا  نوکسب  ینادمهلا  يدسلأا  رمع  نب  یسیع 

Isa b. ‘Umar al-Asadi al-Hamdani, Abu ‘Umar al-Kufi al-Qari: Thiqah (trustworthy)9‘

:Finally, ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) grades the last narrator, al-Suddi

 ". بیرقتلا یف "  امک  .مهی  قودص  وهو  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  لیعامسإ  وهو  يدسلا  ریغ  تاقث  هلاجر  نسح ، دنس  اذهو 

This chain is hasan. Its narrators are trustworthy apart from al-Suddi, and he is
Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman. He was saduq (very truthful), and he hallucinated, as

stated in al-Taqrib.10

:He adds about him
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.نمحرلا دبع  نب  لیعامسإ  همساو  ملسم  هب  جتحا  هقث  وهو 

p: 244

He is thiqah (trustworthy). (Imam) Muslim has relied upon him as a hujjah (in his
Sahih), and his name is Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman.11

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ also states

تاقث هلاجر  یقابو  همیرک -  یبأ  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  لیعامسإ  وهو  يدسلا -  لجلأ  نسح  هدانسإ 

Its chain is hasan due to al-Suddi – and he is Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Karimah

– and the other narrators are trustworthy.12

:Shaykh Dr. Asad has the same grading for him

نسح هدانسإ  سابع ...  نبا  نع  همرکع  نع  يدسلا  لیعامسإ  نع  همثیخ  نب  دایز  نع  یبأ  انثدح  مامه  وبأ  انثدح 

Abu Hammam – my father – Ziyad b. Khaythamah – Isma’il al-Suddi – Ikrimah – Ibn
‘Abbas .... Its chain is hasan.13

:Shaykh Dr. Al-A’zami is not left out either

نسح هدانسإ  ....هشئاع  نع  یهبلا  نع  يدسلا  نع  نایفس  نع  یعجشلأا  انثدح  رضنلا  وبأ  انثدح  بیعش  نب  یلع  انثدح 

Ali b. Shu’ayb – Abu al-Nadhar – al-Ashja’ – Sufyan – al-Suddi – al-Bahi – ‘Aishah ....‘
Its chain is hasan.14

Interestingly, Imam Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 H) has documented a similar report of Hadith
:al-Tair as Imam Ibn Asakir

نب متاح  انا  لاق  دلخم  نب  دمحم  انا  انلاق  ینطقرادـلا  انا  لاق  يرـشعلا  بلاط  وبا  انأبنا  لاق  يریرحلا  مساقلا  وبا  انأبنا  دـقو  فلؤملا  لاق 
رایطأ ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  يدـها  سنا  لاق  يدـسلا  نع  يراقلا  رمع  نب  یـسیع  نع  یـسوم  نب  هللا  دـیبع  انا  لاـق  ثیللا 
ریطلا کلذ  نم  هعم  لکأف  لخدف  بلاط  یبا  نب  یلع  ءاجف  ریطلا  اذه  نم  یعم  لکأی  کیلا  کقلخ  بحأب  ینتئا  مهللا  لاقف  نهمسقف 

p: 245

Abu al-Qasim al-Hariri – Abu Talib al-‘Ashri – al-Daraquṭni – Muhammad b. Mukhlid –
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:Hatim b. al-Layth – ‘’Ubayd Allah b. Musa – ‘Isa b. ‘Umar al-Qari – al-Suddi – Anas

Birds were given as gifts to the Messenger of Allah. So, he distributed them. Then he
said, “O Allah, bring to me the most beloved to You of Your creation to eat with me

from this bird. So, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib came and entered and ate with him from that bird.15

This chain is basically the same as that which we have verified above in this chapter.
:‘Allamah al-Albani also has this comment about this report

.هب یسوم  نب  هللا  دیبع  ان  لاق : ثیللا  نب  متاح  ان  دلخم : نب  دمحم  ان  ینطقرادلا : قیرط  نم  هدانسإب  ( 363  ) يزوجلا نبا  هاور  دقف 

نمحرلا دبع  نب  لیعامسإ  همساو : ریبکلا ، ) يدسلا   ) وهو فلاخلا -  نم  يدسلا )  ) یف ام  لاإ  تاقث ، مهلک  هلاجر  دانسإ  اذهو 

Ibn al-Jawzi (363) has recorded it with his chain from the route of al-Daraquṭni –
Muhammad b. Mukhlid – Hatim b. al-Layth – ‘Ubayd Allah b. Musa with it (i.e. the full

(. chain with the hadith

All the narrators of this chain are trustworthy, except for the difference of opinions
concerning al-Suddi, and he is al-Suddi al-Kabir, and his name is Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-

Rahman.16

Since al-Suddi too is thiqah (trustworthy), or at least saduq (very truthful) due to the
disputes about him, the sanad is therefore either sahih or hasan. We go with the
stricter ruling. As such, we declare that chain of the hadith is hasan due to al-Suddi. All

.its narrators are reliable, and there is no disconnection whatsoever in the sanad

p: 246

Meanwhile, the hadith itself is absolutely sahih due to the existence of massive,
overwhelming corroboration (mutaba’at) for al-Suddi. Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H), for

:instance, declares about Hadith al-Tair

اسفن نیثلاث  یلع  هدایز  هباحصأ  نم  هعامج  سنأ  نع  هاور  دقو 

It has been narrated from Anas by a group of his companions, numbering more than
thirty individuals.17
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This establishes the tawatur of the hadith from Anas, and shoots the report of al-
.Suddi from the level of hasan to the highest sahih grade

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 371

Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Habat Allah b. ‘Abd Allah, Ibn Asakir al-Shafi’i, Tarikh . 2
Madinah Dimashq (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1415 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 42, p. 254

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 3
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1413 H) [annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 19, p. 603, *

352

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 4
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1413 H) [annotators of the eighteenth volume: Shu’ayb

al-Arnaut and Muhammad Na’im al-Arqisusi], vol. 18, p. 85, * 38

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 5
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1413 H) [annotators of the sixteenth volume: Shu’ayb al-

Arnaut and Akram al-Bushi], vol. 16, p. 449, * 332

p: 247

Shihab al-Din Abu al-Fadhl Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizan (Beirut: . 6
Manshurat Muasassat al-A’lami li al-Matbu’at; 2nd edition, 1390 H), vol. 5, p. 374, * 1218

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 7
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 4th edition, 1406 H) [annotators of the twelfth volume:

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and Ṣalih al-Samar], vol. 12, p. 519, * 195

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 8
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 640, *

4361

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 773, * 5330 . 9
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Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 10
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 1, p. 802, * 440

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 622, * 311 . 11

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 12
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 217, * 13301

Abu Ya’la Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muthanna al-Mawsili al-Tamimi, Musnad (Damascus: Dar . 13
al-Mamun li al-Turath; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 4, p.

396, * 2518

Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Khuzaymah al-Salami al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih (Beirut: . 14
al-Maktab al-Islami; 1390 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and Dr.

Muhammad Mustafa al-A’zami], vol. 3, p. 270, * 2049

p: 248

Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Ali b. al-Jawzi, al-‘Ilal al-Mutanahiyyah fi al-Ahadith al- . ‘ 15
Wahiyyah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1403 H) [annotator: Khalil al-

Mays], vol. 1, p. 230, * 363

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 16
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 14, p. 174, * 6575

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 17
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 141, * 4650

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

ملعلا لهأ  دنع  تاعوضوملا  تابوذکملا  نم  رئاطلا  ثیدح 
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Hadith al-Tair is one of the fabricated lies in the opinion of the people of knowledge.1

:Meanwhile, Imam Ibn Asakir (d. 571 H) records

ان ثیللا  نب  متاح  ان  صفح  نب  دلخم  نب  دمحم  ان  ینطقرادـلا  نسحلا  وبأ  انأ  یـسونبلأا  نب  نیـسحلا  وبأ  انأ  انبلا  نب  بلاغ  وبأ  انربخأ 
رایطأ ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ  يدهأ  لاق  کلام  نب  سنأ  ان  يدسلا  نع  ئراقلا  رمع  نب  یـسیع  نع  یـسوم  نب  هللا  دیبع 

نم هعم  لکأی  لخدف  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  ءاجف  ریطلا  اذه  نم  یعم  لکأی  کیلإ  کقلخ  بحأب  ینتئا  مهللا  لاقف  اریط  كرتو  اهمـسقف 
ریطلا کلذ 

Abu Ghalib b. al-Bana – Abu al-Husayn b. al-Abnusi – Abu al-Hasan al-Daraquṭni –
Muhammad b. Mukhlid b. Hafs – Hatim b. al-Layth – ‘Ubayd Allah b. Musa – ‘Isa b.

:‘Umar al-Qari – al-Suddi – Anas b. Malik

p: 249

Birds were given as gifts to the Messenger of Allah. So, he distributed them and left a
bird. Then he said, “O Allah, bring to me the most beloved to You of Your creation to
eat with me from this bird. So, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib came and entered and ate with him from

that bird.2

:Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) states about the first narrator

ءانبلا نب  هللا  دبع  نب  دمحأ  نب  نسحلا  یلع  یبأ  ماملإا  نب  دمحأ  بلاغ  وبأ  دادـغب ، دنـسم  هقثلا ، حـلاصلا  خیـشلا  ءانبلا  نبا  بلاغ  وبأ 
.یلبنحلا يدادغبلا 

Abu Ghalib b. al-Bana: The righteous Shaykh, the thiqah (trustworthy) narrator, the
hadith transmitter of Baghdad, Abu Ghalib Ahmad b. Imam Abu ‘Ali al-Hasan b. Ahmad

b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Bana al-Baghdadi al-Hanbali.3

:Concerning the second narrator, he further says

.يدادغبلا یسونبلآا  نبا  یلع ، نب  دمحم  نب  دمحأ  نب  دمحم  نیسحلا ، وبأ  هقثلا ، خیشلا  یسونبلآا  نبا 

Ibn al-Abnusi: The thiqah (trustworthy) Shaykh, Abu al-Husayn, Muhamamd b. Ahmad

b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali, Ibn al-Abnusi al-Baghdadi.4
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The third narrator, Imam al-Daraquṭni, needs no introduction. Nonetheless, let us get
:al-Dhahabi’s words about him anyway

نب دوعـسم  نب  يدـهم  نب  دـمحأ  نب  رمع  نب  یلع  نسحلا ، وبأ  هذـباهجلا ، ملع  ملاـسلاا ، خیـش  دوجملا ، ظفاحلا  ماـملاا   : ینطقرادـلا
ثدحملا ئرقملا  يدادغبلا  هللا  دبع  نب  رانید  نب  نامعنلا 

Al-Daraquṭni: The Imam, the excellent hafiz (hadith scientist), Shaykh al-Islam, the
signpost of the pundits, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali b. ‘Umar b. Ahmad b. Mahdi b. Mas’ud b. al-

Nu’man b. Dinar b. ‘Abd Allah al-Baghdadi al-Maqri, the hadith expert.5

p: 250

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) says about the fourth narrator

روهشم هقث  هقث  هقث  وهو  صفح ...  نب  دلخم  نب  دمحم 

Muhammad b. Muhklid b. Hafs ... He is thiqah (trustworthy), thiqah (trustworthy),
thiqah (trustworthy), well-known.6

:Imam al-Dhahabi tells us about the fifth narrator as well

.يرهوجلا يدادغبلا  لضفلا ، وبأ  هقثلا ، رثکملا  ظفاحلا  ثیللا  نب  متاح 

Hatim b. al-Layth: The hadith scientist, the prolific hadith narrator, the thiqah
(trustworthy) narrator, Abu al-Fadhl, al-Baghdadi, al-Jawhari.7

:Al-Hafiz returns to inform us about the sixth narrator

عیشتی ناک  هقث  دمحم  وبأ  یفوکلا  یسبعلا  ماذاب  راتخملا  یبأ  نب  یسوم  نب  هللا  دیبع 

Ubayd Allah b. Musa b. Abi al-Mukhtar al-‘Ubsi al-Kufi, Abu Muhammad: Thiqah‘
(trustworthy), he was a Shi’i.8

:Al-Hafiz proceeds about the seventh narrator too

هقث ئراقلا  یفوکلا  رمع  وبأ  میملا  نوکسب  ینادمهلا  يدسلأا  رمع  نب  یسیع 

Isa b. ‘Umar al-Asadi al-Hamdani, Abu ‘Umar al-Kufi al-Qari: Thiqah (trustworthy)9‘
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:Finally, ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) grades the last narrator, al-Suddi

 ". بیرقتلا یف "  امک  .مهی  قودص  وهو  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  لیعامسإ  وهو  يدسلا  ریغ  تاقث  هلاجر  نسح ، دنس  اذهو 

This chain is hasan. Its narrators are trustworthy apart from al-Suddi, and he is
Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman. He was saduq (very truthful), and he hallucinated, as

stated in al-Taqrib.10

:He adds about him

.نمحرلا دبع  نب  لیعامسإ  همساو  ملسم  هب  جتحا  هقث  وهو 

p: 251

He is thiqah (trustworthy). (Imam) Muslim has relied upon him as a hujjah (in his
Sahih), and his name is Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman.11

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ also states

تاقث هلاجر  یقابو  همیرک -  یبأ  نب  نمحرلا  دبع  نب  لیعامسإ  وهو  يدسلا -  لجلأ  نسح  هدانسإ 

Its chain is hasan due to al-Suddi – and he is Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Karimah

– and the other narrators are trustworthy.12

:Shaykh Dr. Asad has the same grading for him

نسح هدانسإ  سابع ...  نبا  نع  همرکع  نع  يدسلا  لیعامسإ  نع  همثیخ  نب  دایز  نع  یبأ  انثدح  مامه  وبأ  انثدح 

Abu Hammam – my father – Ziyad b. Khaythamah – Isma’il al-Suddi – Ikrimah – Ibn
‘Abbas .... Its chain is hasan.13

:Shaykh Dr. Al-A’zami is not left out either

نسح هدانسإ  ....هشئاع  نع  یهبلا  نع  يدسلا  نع  نایفس  نع  یعجشلأا  انثدح  رضنلا  وبأ  انثدح  بیعش  نب  یلع  انثدح 

Ali b. Shu’ayb – Abu al-Nadhar – al-Ashja’ – Sufyan – al-Suddi – al-Bahi – ‘Aishah ....‘
Its chain is hasan.14
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Interestingly, Imam Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 H) has documented a similar report of Hadith
:al-Tair as Imam Ibn Asakir

نب متاح  انا  لاق  دلخم  نب  دمحم  انا  انلاق  ینطقرادـلا  انا  لاق  يرـشعلا  بلاط  وبا  انأبنا  لاق  يریرحلا  مساقلا  وبا  انأبنا  دـقو  فلؤملا  لاق 
رایطأ ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  يدـها  سنا  لاق  يدـسلا  نع  يراقلا  رمع  نب  یـسیع  نع  یـسوم  نب  هللا  دـیبع  انا  لاـق  ثیللا 
ریطلا کلذ  نم  هعم  لکأف  لخدف  بلاط  یبا  نب  یلع  ءاجف  ریطلا  اذه  نم  یعم  لکأی  کیلا  کقلخ  بحأب  ینتئا  مهللا  لاقف  نهمسقف 

p: 252

Abu al-Qasim al-Hariri – Abu Talib al-‘Ashri – al-Daraquṭni – Muhammad b. Mukhlid –
:Hatim b. al-Layth – ‘’Ubayd Allah b. Musa – ‘Isa b. ‘Umar al-Qari – al-Suddi – Anas

Birds were given as gifts to the Messenger of Allah. So, he distributed them. Then he
said, “O Allah, bring to me the most beloved to You of Your creation to eat with me

from this bird. So, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib came and entered and ate with him from that bird.15

This chain is basically the same as that which we have verified above in this chapter.
:‘Allamah al-Albani also has this comment about this report

.هب یسوم  نب  هللا  دیبع  ان  لاق : ثیللا  نب  متاح  ان  دلخم : نب  دمحم  ان  ینطقرادلا : قیرط  نم  هدانسإب  ( 363  ) يزوجلا نبا  هاور  دقف 

نمحرلا دبع  نب  لیعامسإ  همساو : ریبکلا ، ) يدسلا   ) وهو فلاخلا -  نم  يدسلا )  ) یف ام  لاإ  تاقث ، مهلک  هلاجر  دانسإ  اذهو 

Ibn al-Jawzi (363) has recorded it with his chain from the route of al-Daraquṭni –
Muhammad b. Mukhlid – Hatim b. al-Layth – ‘Ubayd Allah b. Musa with it (i.e. the full

(. chain with the hadith

All the narrators of this chain are trustworthy, except for the difference of opinions
concerning al-Suddi, and he is al-Suddi al-Kabir, and his name is Isma’il b. ‘Abd al-

Rahman.16

Since al-Suddi too is thiqah (trustworthy), or at least saduq (very truthful) due to the
disputes about him, the sanad is therefore either sahih or hasan. We go with the
stricter ruling. As such, we declare that chain of the hadith is hasan due to al-Suddi. All

.its narrators are reliable, and there is no disconnection whatsoever in the sanad
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p: 253

Meanwhile, the hadith itself is absolutely sahih due to the existence of massive,
overwhelming corroboration (mutaba’at) for al-Suddi. Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H), for

:instance, declares about Hadith al-Tair

اسفن نیثلاث  یلع  هدایز  هباحصأ  نم  هعامج  سنأ  نع  هاور  دقو 

It has been narrated from Anas by a group of his companions, numbering more than
thirty individuals.17

This establishes the tawatur of the hadith from Anas, and shoots the report of al-
.Suddi from the level of hasan to the highest sahih grade

Footnote

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 371

Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali b. al-Hasan b. Habat Allah b. ‘Abd Allah, Ibn Asakir al-Shafi’i, Tarikh . 2
Madinah Dimashq (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr; 1415 H) [annotator: ‘Ali Shiri], vol. 42, p. 254

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 3
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1413 H) [annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 19, p. 603, *

352

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 4
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1413 H) [annotators of the eighteenth volume: Shu’ayb

al-Arnaut and Muhammad Na’im al-Arqisusi], vol. 18, p. 85, * 38

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 5
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 1413 H) [annotators of the sixteenth volume: Shu’ayb al-

Arnaut and Akram al-Bushi], vol. 16, p. 449, * 332

p: 254
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Shihab al-Din Abu al-Fadhl Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizan (Beirut: . 6
Manshurat Muasassat al-A’lami li al-Matbu’at; 2nd edition, 1390 H), vol. 5, p. 374, * 1218

Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Ahmad b. ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi, Siyar A’lam al-Nubala . 7
(Beirut: Muasassat al-Risalah; 4th edition, 1406 H) [annotators of the twelfth volume:

Shu’ayb al-Arnaut and Ṣalih al-Samar], vol. 12, p. 519, * 195

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 8
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 640, *

4361

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 773, * 5330 . 9

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 10
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 1, p. 802, * 440

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 622, * 311 . 11

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 12
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 3, p. 217, * 13301

Abu Ya’la Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muthanna al-Mawsili al-Tamimi, Musnad (Damascus: Dar . 13
al-Mamun li al-Turath; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 4, p.

396, * 2518

Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Khuzaymah al-Salami al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih (Beirut: . 14
al-Maktab al-Islami; 1390 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and Dr.

Muhammad Mustafa al-A’zami], vol. 3, p. 270, * 2049

p: 255

Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Ali b. al-Jawzi, al-‘Ilal al-Mutanahiyyah fi al-Ahadith al- . ‘ 15
Wahiyyah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1403 H) [annotator: Khalil al-

Mays], vol. 1, p. 230, * 363
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Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 16
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 14, p. 174, * 6575

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 17
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 141, * 4650

Hadith Al-Tair, Examining Some Shawahid . 27

Hadith Al-Tair, Examining Some Shawahid

The hadith proves that Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-salam, is the most beloved of all
creatures to Allah after His Messenger, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi. This goes directly
counter to the claims of the majority of the Ahl al-Sunnah that Abu Bakr, after the
Prophet, is the most beloved to Allah in this Ummah. Therefore, a lot of their ‘ulama

struggle hard to bring down Hadith al-Tair in order to salvage their sect from collapse
or confusion. So, they bring up a lot of “ifs” and “maybes” without ever presenting any
explicit, positive evidence for their claims. Meanwhile, apart from the hadith, there are
numerous other proofs which nullify the Sunni position. Let us have a look at some of

.them

:We start with the Verse of al-Mubahala

p: 256

لعجنف لهتبن  مث  مکسفنأو  انسفنأو  مکءاسنو  انءاسنو  مکءانبأو  انءانبأ  عدن  اولاعت  لقف  ملعلا  نم  كءاج  ام  دعب  نم  هیف  کجاح  نمف 
نیبذاکلا یلع  هللا  تنعل 

And whoever disputes with you concerning him after what has come to you of
knowledge, then say: “Come, let us call our sons and your sons, our women and your

women, ourselves and yourselves, then we place the Curse of Allah upon the liars.”1

It is clear from the verse that some people were debating with the Prophet, opposing
what had been revealed to him from his Lord. The Qur’an is explicit: the debate was
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with the Messenger of Allah alone. It was not with the Ummah. The “yous” in the
verse, as well as the phrase “say”, are all singular. Therefore, all the “ours” in it are
exclusive to the Prophet. “Our sons”, for instance, do not mean the “sons of the

”. Ummah

Rather, they were his sons. His opponents were refusing to accept the Truth which he
had brought from his Lord. So, he was commanded to challenge them to a mubahala,
where each side would invoke the Curse of Allah upon “whoever” was lying in his
claims between the two sides. A condition of the mubahala was that each party must

participate in it with his sons and women. As such, the effect of the curse would affect
.the wrong disputant along with his sons and women

The question is – why did the Qur’an name the “sons” and “women” as compulsory

participants? The reason is apparent. A man usually cares most for himself, his sons,
his daughters and his wives. He would not want any harm to come their way.
Therefore, if he must involve himself and them together in a mubahala, he is most

likely to think twice, and to withdraw from it if he has the slightest doubt in his claims.
:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) agrees

p: 257

هولهاـب نأ  مهنا  نوملعیو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هنا  نوملعی  اوناـکو  مهریغ  یلع  اونحت  ـلاام  اـهبراقأ  یلع  اونحت  سوفنلاو 
دق ناسنلإاف  ـلاإ  مهعاـنتما و  یف  غلبأ  کـلذ  ناـکف  مهبراـقأ  یلعو  مهـسفنأ  یلع  مهفوخ  عمتجاو  مهبراـقأ  یلعو  مهیلع  هلهبلا  تلزن 

ریثک دوجوم  اذهو  لامو  همعن  یف  هبراقأ  یقب  اذإ  توملا  راتخی  دق  ریبکلا  خیشلاو  هنبا  ایحیو  کلهی  نأ  راتخی 

The hearts (lit: the souls) care for their closest people what they do not care for
others. They (the non-Muslim disputants) knew that he was the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him, and they knew that if they did mubahala with him, curse would

descend upon them and upon their closest people. So, their fear over themselves

.became combined with their fear over their closest people

This caused their withdrawal (from the mubahala). Otherwise, the human being
prefers to lose his life in order to save his son from death (if the need arises).
Moreover, the old man prefers death if his closest people will be in comfort and
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wealth. And this is very common.2

In simple words, each party in the mubahala was to involve in it the people closest to
his heart, those people whom he cared most for. So, who were the closest persons to
the heart of the Messenger of Allah during his lifetime? This is where trouble sets in

:for our dear Shaykh

هبصعلاو دلاولأا  نم  ثانلإاو  روکذلا  نم  انیلإ  نیبرقلأا  دارأ  هنا  ملعف 

p: 258

ءلاؤه نم  ابـسن  هیلإ  برقأ  دحأ  هدنع  نکی  ملو  هلاجر  نم  ایلع  اعدو  ءاسنلا  نم  همطاف  اعدو  ءانبلأا  نم  نیـسحلاو  نسحلا  اعد  اذـهلو 
هللا دنع  لضفأ  اوناک  ناو  بسنلا  یف  نیدعبلااب  مهلهأب  ولف  لاإ  هیلإ و  نیبرقلأاب  لصحت  امنإ  هلهابملاو  ءاسکلا  مهیلع  رادأ  نیذـلا  مهو 

هیلإ برقلأا  وه  اوعدی  امک  نیبرقلأا  نوعدی  مهنا  دارملا  ناف  دوصقملا  لصحی  مل 

Know that He (Allah in the Verse of al-Mubahala) intended the closest people to us -
males and females – from the children and the blood relatives. This was why he called
al-Hasan and al-Husayn from the sons and called Faṭimah from the women and called
‘Ali from his men. There was no one else who was closer to him, in terms of blood

.relationship, than these people

They were those over whom he spread the kisa (cloak), AND THE MUBAHALA WOULD

ONLY SUCCEED THROUGH THE CLOSEST OF PEOPLE TO HIM. Otherwise, if they
(both parties) had done it with their distant blood relatives, even if such had been
superior in the Sight of Allah, its purpose would have been defeated. This was

because the intention was that they (the non-Muslim party) should call their closest
people, as he (Muhammad) should also call the closest people to him.3

So, ‘Ali, Fatimah, al-Hasan and al-Husayn, ‘alaihim al-salam, were the closest people
to the Prophet’s heart. He cared for them more than he did for anyone else on the
face of the earth. At the practical level, the Messenger of Allah, for instance, cared
more for ‘Ali than he did for Abu Bakr and ‘Umar! He equally cared more for Umm

Abiha Faṭimah than he did for Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah. If this had not been the case,
then the mubahala challenge would have been worthless, as the non-Muslim
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opponents were directed to summon people closest to their hearts. For a proper
.mubahala, things had to be equal on both sides

p: 259

Our Shaykh asserts that the Messenger’s care for ‘Ali, Faṭimah, al-Hasan and al-
Husayn was based upon their blood relationship to him. He however misses the fact
that al-‘Abbas was legally a closer blood relative to the Prophet than ‘Ali! This is why

the right of the uncle to inherit overrules that of the cousin, as Imam al-Hakim (d. 403
:H) states

معلا عم  ثری  معلا لا  نبا  نإ  ملعلا  لهأ  نیب  فلاخ  لاو 

There is no difference of opinion among the scholars that the cousin cannot inherit
with the presence of the uncle.4

Therefore, if the Prophet was choosing people on the basis of their blood closeness to
him, he would have picked al-‘Abbas – who was already a practising Muslim then -
and not ‘Ali. Alternatively, he could have selected both al-‘Abbas and ‘Ali, and possibly
some other cousins like Ibn ‘Abbas. Sensing the frailty of his own submission, Shaykh

:Ibn Taymiyyah attempts to apply some cosmetics to it

مل سابعلاو  سابعلا  لاإ  همامعأ  نم  یقب  دق  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نکی  ملو  نارجن  دفو  مدق  امل  رـشع  هنـس  تلزن  هلهابملا  هیآو 
کلذ لبق  لتق  دق  رفعج  ناکو  یلع  لثم  مهیف  نکی  ملف  همع  ونب  امأ  یلعک و  صاصتخا  هب  هل  ناک  لاو  نیلولأا  نیقباسلا  نم  نکی 

The Verse of al-Mubahala was revealed in 10 AH when the delegation of Najran
arrived. The Prophet, peace be upon him, had no other uncle other than al-‘Abbas
then, and al-‘Abbas was not among the early converts to Islam, and did not have the
exclusive qualities of ‘Ali. As for his (i.e. the Prophet’s) cousins, none of them was like

‘Ali, and Ja’far had been killed before then.5

p: 260

Here, our Shaykh contradicts his other position. Was the choice of the Prophet for the
participants in the mubahala from his side based solely upon their blood relationship
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to him or upon their individual merits? A question also arises as to why ‘Aishah and all
other wives of the Prophet were excluded. After all, the word used in the Verse of al-

”. Mubahala is nisa, which literally means “women

As such, it covered both wives and daughters. In fact, everywhere else in the Qur’an,
the phrase “women (nisa) of the Prophet” always referred to his wives6! In addition, in
over 90% of cases, the word “women (nisa)” in the Book of Allah means “wives”7. So, it is
safe to conclude that the phrase “our women” in the Verse of al-Mubahala is
addressed first to the wives, and then to the daughters. Our Sunni brothers have

.never been able to explain why the wives were not called to join in the mubahala

In any case, none of the wives of the Prophet – and they were also his primary

“women” - was from his closest blood relatives. That would have been incest anyway,
and therefore impossible. The fact that the word “women” has been used in the verse,
and not “daughters”, strengthens the theory that the selection process was NOT
based upon blood relationship. Allah Himself selected the people whom He knew to be
the closest to the heart of His Messenger to participate with him in the mubahala. He
mentioned the categories to which they belonged, deliberately leaving them open for

:a clear point. Then the Prophet filled in the names. Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) declares

p: 261

نسحو یلع  دیب  هلهابملا  موی  ذخأ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  نأ  هریغو  سابع  نب  هللا  دبع  نع  ریـسافتلا  یف  رابخلاا  ترتاوت  دقو 
هللا هنعل  لعجنف  لهتبن  مث  مکءاسنو  مکءانبأو  مکـسفنأ  اوملهف  انؤاسن  انـسفنأو  انءانبأ  ءلاؤه  لاـق  مث  مهءارو  همطاـف  اولعجو  نیـسحو 

نیبذاکلا یلع 

There have been mutawatir reports in the tafsir books from ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas and
others that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, on the Day of al-Mubahala,
held the hands of ‘Ali, Hasan and Husayn, and they positioned Faṭimah behind them.
Then he said, “These are our sons, ourselves and our women. So, bring yourselves,
your sons and your women. Then we do mubahala and place the Curse of Allah upon

the liars (among us).”8

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah corroborates him
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نکل مهب  لهابیل  نیـسحو  نسحو  همطافو  یلع  دیب  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  ذـخأ  تلزن  امل  اهنأ  حیحـصلا  یفف  لاهتبلاا  هیا  امأو 
ینبا نإ  نسحلا  نع  لوقی  ناک  نکلو  هعم  یشمی  كاذ  ذإ  رکذ  دلو  نکی  مل  هنإف  مهریغ  نم  هیلإ  برقأ  اوناک  مهنلأ  کلذب  مهـصخ 

اهنع هللا  یضر  همطاف  لاإ  تنب  هل  یقب  دق  نکی  مل  ذإ  هؤاسنو  هانبا  امهف  دیس  اذه 

As for the Verse of al-Ibtihal (another word for al-Mubahala), what is narrated in the
sahih (hadith) is that when it was revealed, the Prophet, peace be upon him, held the
hand of ‘Ali, Faṭimah, Hasan and Husayn to do mubahala with them (against the
Najranis). However, he limited that to them because they were the closest of all

.people to him

p: 262

This was because he did not have a son who would have walked with him. However,
he used to say about al-Hasan, “This son of mine is a master”. Therefore, both of
them (i.e. al-Hasan and al-Husayn) were his sons. As for his women, he had no other

surviving daughter except Faṭimah, may Allah be pleased with her.9

Well, the Prophet had other “women”, such as ‘Aishah, Hafsah, Umm Salamah, and
?several others. Why did he not call them

No doubt, the people that the Messenger of Allah cared most for were ‘Ali, Faṭimah,
al-Hasan and al-Husayn. Luckily, by Allah’s Mercy, these people - who were the
closest to his heart - fell into the same categories as what obtains in most similar

cases. Therefore, it was possible to organize a mubahala with the Najrani delegation
”. on the same terms. There is a particular point on the word “ourselves

It is represented by two people, namely the Prophet and Amir al-Muminin, in the
mubahala. The obvious implication of this is that the Messenger of Allah cared of ‘Ali
at the same level as he cared for himself. In other words, Imam ‘Ali was as close to
the heart of the Prophet as the latter himself was to his own heart. This was why it
was possible for Amir al-Muminin to fit into the same category as the Messenger in

.the mubahala

Of course, when someone is close to your heart and you care for them, that is love!
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So, the most beloved of mankind to the Prophet of Allah were ‘Ali, Faṭimah, al-Hasan
and al-Husayn, and this is confirmed by the Qur’an. Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah would

have us believe that this love was based only upon blood relationship. However,
:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) records

p: 263

انک لاق  بزاع  نب  ءاربلا  نع  نرقم  نب  دـیوس  نب  هیواـعم  نع  هرم  نب  ورمع  نع  ثیل  اـنث  لیعامـسإ  اـنث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
هللا یف  ضغبتو  هللا  یف  بحت  نا  نامیلإا  يرع  طسوأ  نا  لاقف ...  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  دنع  اسولج 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Isma’il – Layth – ‘Amr b.‘
:Marrah – Mu’awiyah b. Suwayd b. Muqarran – al-Bara b. ‘Azim

We were sitting with the Prophet, peace be upon him, and he said ... “Verily, the
central handhold of faith (iman) is that you love for the sake of Allah and that you hate

for the sake of Allah.”10

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ says

هدهاوشب نسح  ثیدح 

It is a hadith that is hasan through its witnesses.11

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) also records this hadith‘

هللا یف  ضغبت  هللا و  یف  بحت  نأ  ملاسلإا : يرع  قثوأ  نإ 

Verily, the strongest handhold of Islam is that you love for the sake of Allah and hate
for the sake of Allah.12

:The ‘Allamah states

نسح

Hasan13

Is there anyone with a better faith (iman), or who is a better Muslim, than the
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Messenger of Allah? Of course, there is none! Therefore, his love for ‘Ali, Faṭimah, al-
Hasan and al-Husayn was purely for the sake of Allah. They were the most beloved
creatures to Allah after His Messenger. So, he loved them too more than everyone
else. Our Lord also loves Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali b. Abi Talib more than Faṭimah, al-Hasan
and al-Husayn. As such, His Prophet loved ‘Ali as he loved himself. These facts were

.very widely known throughout the Islamic world during the Messenger’s lifetime

p: 264

Even non-Muslims were aware of the names of the most beloved human beings to
Muhammad. This was why the Najrani delegation raised no objection whatsoever to
anyone in the Prophet’s team for the mubahala. They knew that those were the
closest people to his heart, whom he cared for most, above everyone else. As such,

.they were the perfect and the only valid selection for the mubahala from his side

The Messenger was absolutely trustworthy. He never would have cheated. Since he
expected the other side to involve their most beloved people in the mubahala – in line
with the rules of the game, he too would certainly have done like that. Moreover, if it
had been known that there had been other people more beloved to him than his
team, his own followers would have suspected the truth of his prophethood and his
personal honesty. Otherwise, why would he need to cheat if he was correct in his

?claims? What would he have been afraid of

Besides, the Najrani delegation too would have objected to his selection. They would

have firmly demanded for an equal playing field. Since all parties were required to
bring the most beloved of people to them into the mubahala, why should the Prophet
do otherwise? In fact, it was most probably what convinced them to opt out of the
mubahala. Muhammad would never have involved his team in it – knowing the
implications - unless he was absolutely truthful in his claims. The Najrani delegation,
on their part, never dared involve their own teams, since they had doubts about their

!submissions

p: 265
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As expected, Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah was not happy about the state of things, and
:did challenge the Messenger of Allah on it. Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) states

عمسف ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  یلع  رکب  وبأ  نذأتـسا  لاق  ریـشب  نب  نامعنلا  نع  حیحـص  دنـسب  یئاسنلاو  دواد  وبأو  دمحأ  جرخأو 
یبأ نم  کیلإ  بحأ  ایلع  نأ  تملع  دقل  هللاو  لوقت  یهو  ایلاع  هشئاع  توص 

Ahmad, Abu Dawud and al-Nasai have recorded with a sahih chain from al-Nu’man b.
:Bashir

Abu Bakr sought permission to enter the house of the Prophet, peace be upon him,
and heard the voice of ‘Aishah, very loud, and she was saying (to the Prophet), “I have

known that ‘Ali is more beloved to you than my father.”14

:Imam Ahmad also has this

هللا لوسر  یلع  رکب  وبأ  نذأتسا  لاق  ریشب  نب  نامعنلا  لاق  لاق  ثیرح  نب  رازیعلا  انث  سنوی  انث  میعن  وبأ  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
اثـلاث وأ  نیترم  ینمو  یبأ  نم  کـیلإ  بحأ  اـیلع  نا  تفرع  دـقل  هللاو  لوقت  یهو  اـیلاع  هشئاـع  توـص  عمـسف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

ملس هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یلع  کتوص  نیعفرت  کعمسأ  لاا  هنلاف  تنب  ای  لاقف  اهیلإ  يوهأف  لخدف  رکب  وبأ  نذأتساف 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Abu Na’im – Yunus – al-‘Ayzar‘
:b. Hurayth – al-Nu’man b. Bashir

Abu Bakr sought the permission of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, to
enter his house, and heard the voice of ‘Aishah, very loud. She was saying, “I swear by
Allah, I have discovered that ‘Ali is more beloved to you than my father and me.” She
said it twice or thrice. So, Abu Bakr sought permission (again) and entered, and
reached for her, and said, “O daughter of such-and-such woman! Did I hear you

raising your voice upon the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him?”15

p: 266

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ says

نسح هدانسإ 

Its chain is hasan.16
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Apparently, the Prophet had tried to conceal the matter from her due to her notorious
jealousy. But, it was too obvious, especially after the Incident of al-Mubahala. So, she
went on the offensive, and never relented thereafter. Eventually, she commanded a
very bloody armed insurrection against Amir al-Muminin during his khilafah, and
thousands of Muslims died tragically as a result. It is very significant that the

.Messenger of Allah did not deny her claim. If she was wrong, he would have told her

Yet, despite that, Umm al-Muminin ‘Aishah continued to re-write history after the
:death of the Messenger. ‘Allamah al-Albani reports her

بحأ ناک  سانلا  يأ  هشئاعل : تلق  لاق : قیقش ، نب  هللا  دبع  نع  سمهک  نع  دادحلا  دحاولا  دبع  انثدح  ( : 6/241  ) دمحأ ماملإا  لاقف 
 ". اهوبأ تلاق : لاجرلا ؟ نمف  تلق : هشئاع ، تلاق : ملسو ؟ هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یلإ 

:Imam Ahmad (6/241) records: ‘Abd al-Wahid al-Hadad – Kahmas – ‘Abd Allah b. Shaqiq

I said to ‘Aishah, “Which of mankind was the most beloved to the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him?” ‘Aishah said, “’Aishah”. I said, “What about among the men?” She

replied, “Her father.”17

:The ‘Allamah states

.حیحصلا لاجر  تاقث  مهلک  هلاجر  حیحص  دانسإ  اذهو  تلق :

I say: This chain is sahih. Its narrators are trustworthy, narrators of the Sahih.18

Is that not strange? Despite “knowing” and “discovering” what she did, she still went

ahead to claim this! Meanwhile, was she really the best of mankind after the
Messenger of Allah as she was telling people? Besides, why did the Prophet exclude
her from the mubahala despite that she was one of his “women”? Was ‘Aishah telling

?!! the people that the Messenger cheated

p: 267

Footnote

Qur’an 3:61 . 1
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Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 2
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 126

Ibid, vol. 7, p. 125 . 3

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 4
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 136, * 4634

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 5
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 126

See for instance, Qur’an 33:30, 33:32 . 6

The word nisa (women) has been used in the following verses: 2:49, 2:187, 2:222-223, . 7
2:226, 2:231-232, 2:235-236, 3:14, 3:42, 3:61, 4:1, 4:3-4, 4:7, 4:11, 4:15, 4:19, 4:22-24, 4:32, 4:34, 4:43,
4:75, 4:98, 4:127, 4:129, 4:176, 5:6, 7:81, 7:127, 7:141, 12:30, 12:50, 14:6, 24:31, 24:60, 27:55, 28:4, 33:30,

.33:32, 33:52, 33:55, 33:59, 40:25, 48:25, 49:11, 58:2-3, 65:1 and 65:4

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hafiz al-Naysaburi, Kitab Ma’rifah ‘Ulum . 8
al-Hadith (Beirut: Manshurah Dar al-Āfaq al-Hadith; 4th edition, 1400 H) [annotator:

Sayyid Mu’zam Husayn], p. 50

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 9
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 4, p. 27

p: 268

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 10
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 286, * 18547

Ibid . 11
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Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 12
Ashqudri al-Albani, Ṣahih al-Jami’ al-Ṣaghir wa Ziyadatuhu (Al-Maktab al-Islami), vol.

(1, p. 342, * 883 (2009

Ibid . 13

Shihab al-Din Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Ṣahih al-Bukhari (Beirut: . 14
Dar al-Ma’rifah li al-Ṭaba’ah wa al-Nashr; 2nd edition), vol. 7, p. 19

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 15
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 275, * 18444

Ibid . 16

Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ḍa’ifah wa . 17
al-Mawdhu’ah wa Atharihah al-Sayyiah fi al-Ummah (Riyadh: Dar al-Ma’arif; 1st

edition, 1412 H), vol. 3, p. 254, * 1124

Ibid . 18

Hadith Al-Ta’rif, Understanding Its Background . 28

Hadith Al-Ta’rif, Understanding Its Background

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

ملعی امم  اذه  نإف  ایلع  مهـضغبب  لاإ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  دهع  یلع  نیقفانملا  فرعن  انک  ام  رمع  نبا  نع  يور  يذلا  ثیدحلا 
یلع ضغب  لاإ  هملاع  قافنلا  یلع  نوکی  فیکف لا  یلع  ضغب  ریغ  هددعتم  بابسأو  هریثک  تاملاع  هل  قافنلا  نلأ  بذک  هنأ  ملاع  لک 

The hadith which is narrated from Ibn ‘Umar, “We were not able to recognize the
hypocrites during the lifetime of the Prophet, peace be upon him, except through their
hatred of ‘Ali”, verily this is known to all scholars that it is a lie. This is because
hypocrisy has several signs and causes apart from hatred of ‘Ali. So, how could the

hatred of ‘Ali have been the only sign of hypocrisy?1

p: 269
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:Our Shaykh then proceeds

ضغببو رمعو  رکب  یبأ  ضغببو  لب  راصنلأا  ضغبب  نوفرعی  اضیأ  مهنأ  امک  اهجوتم  ناـکل  یلع  ضغبب  نیقفاـنملا  فرعن  اـنک  لاـق  ول 
هیلاویو ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  بحی  ناک  هنأو  هیلاویو  هبحی  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نأ  ملعی  نم  ضغبأ  نم  لک  نإف  ءلاؤه 

قافنلا بعش  نم  هبعش  هضغب  ناک 

If he had said “We used to recognize the hypocrites through their hatred of ‘Ali” then
he would have been correct. They (the hypocrites) were also recognized through their
hatred of the Ansar, rather through the hatred of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, and through
the hatred of these people. This is because everyone who hates anyone who is known

to have been loved by the Prophet, peace be upon him, and who also loved the
Prophet, peace be upon him, such hatred is a sign of hypocrisy.2

This was during the lifetime of the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi. Our Shaykh
accepts that hatred of ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, was truly then a sign of hypocrisy. What he
rejects is the possibility that hatred of Amir al-Muminin was the only sign to recognize
hypocrisy – something that is NOT claimed in the hadith anyway! To him, the
determining question is: did the Prophet love the person being hated? If the answer

.were positive, then such hatred was unmistakable evidence of hypocrisy

Under this principle, anyone who hated Amir al-Muminin during the lifetime of the
Messenger was certainly a hypocrite. Our Shaykh has no problem with that. But then,
he further insists that the same rule applied in favour of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar too. It is
his belief that the Prophet loved both of them more than Amir al-Muminin. Therefore,

.hatred of either Abu Bakr or ‘Umar would be an even bigger form of hypocrisy

p: 270

What about events after the death of the Messenger? Was love or hatred of
someone, by the Prophet during his lifetime, evidence of their permanent, immutable

status? In simpler words, once an individual was able to earn the love of Allah and His
Messenger, was it ever possible for him to forfeit it? This question stands at the
centre of our research in this chapter. The Qur’an states categorically several times

that any individual who has become Allah’s beloved can also turn into His enemy
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:anytime! For instance, Allah says to all His prophets

نیرساخلا نم  ننوکتلو  کلمع  نطبحیل  تکرشأ  نئل  کلبق  نم  نیذلا  یلإو  کیلإ  یحوأ  دقلو 

And indeed it has been revealed to you (O Muhammad), as it was revealed to those
before you: if you commit idolatry, then surely all your deeds will be in vain, and you

will certainly be among the losers.3

:The Qur’an also states

میظع موی  باذع  یبر  تیصع  نإ  فاخأ  ینإ  لق 

Say: “I fear, if I disobey my Lord, the torment of a Mighty Day.”4

Therefore, the love of Allah for Muhammad and all His promises of Paradise to him
were conditioned upon his continued obedience and servitude to his Lord Alone.
Should he have become otherwise during his lifetime, Allah would have hated him and
thrown him into Hellfire. As such, Muhammad remained in constant fear of disobeying
his Lord till his death. This was the case with the most beloved of all creation to Allah.
Apparently, the same condition applied indiscriminately to all the Sahabah, and to all
beings till the Hour. So, even if any of them had earned the love of Allah and His
Prophet, the story did not end there. If he ever did certain acts, before or after the

.Messenger’s death, he would forfeit such love

p: 271

Before proceeding further, we must ask whether the Messenger of Allah, during his
:lifetime, loved ‘Ali or not. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) answers with this hadith

نب رماع  نع  رامـسم  نب  ریکب  نع  لیعامـسإ ) نبا  وهو   ) متاح انثدح  لااق  ظفللا ) یف  ابراقتو   ) دابع نب  دمحمو  دیعـس  نب  هبیتق  انثدـح 
نهلاق اثلاث  ترکذ  امأ  لاقف  بارتلا ؟ ابأ  بست  نأ  کعنم  ام  لاقف  ادعس  نایفـس  یبأ  نب  هیواعم  رمأ  لاق  هیبأ  نع  صاقو  یبأ  نب  دعس 

هیلع هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  تعمس  معنلا  رمح  نم  یلإ  بحأ  نهنم  هدحاو  یل  نوکت  نلأ  هبسأ  نلف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هل 
هیلع و هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  هل  لاقف  نایبصلاو ؟ ءاسنلا  عم  ینتفلخ  هللا  لوسر  ای  یلع  هل  لاـقف  هیزاـغم  ضعب  یف  هفلخ  هل  لوقی  ملـس  و 

هللا بحی  لاجر  هیارلا  نیطعلأ  ربیخ  موی  لوقی  هتعمسو  يدعب  هوبن  هنأ لا  لاإ  یسوم  نم  نوراه  هلزنمب  ینم  نوکت  نأ  یـضرت  امأ  ملس 
املو هیلع  هللا  حـتفف  هیلإ  هیارلا  عفدو  هنیع  یف  قصبف  دـمرأ  هب  یتأف  ایلع  یل  اوعدا  لاـقف  اـهل  اـنلواطتف  لاـق  هلوسرو  هللا  هبحیو  هلوسرو 
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انیسحو انسحو  همطافو  ایلع  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  اعد  [ 61/ نارمع لآ  /3  ] مکئانبأو انءانبأ  عدن  اولاعت  لقف  هیلآا  هذه  تلزن 
یلهأ ءلاؤه  مهللا  لاقف 

Qutaybah b. Sa’id and Muhammad b. ‘Ibad – Hatim b. Isma’il – Bukayr b. Musmar –
(: ‘Amir b. Sa’id b. Abi Waqqas – his father (Sa’d b. Abi Waqqas

Mu’awiyah commanded Sa’d, and therefore said, “What prevented you from cursing
Abu al-Turab (i.e. ‘Ali)?” So, he (Sa’d) replied, “As long as I remember three things
which the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said about him, I will never curse
him. If just one of them had been for me, it would have been dearer to me than a red
camel. I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying to him. He made

him his khalifah during one of his military expeditions. So, ‘Ali said to him, “O
?” Messenger of Allah, are you leaving me behind with women and children

p: 272

So, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said to him, “Are you not pleased that
you are to me of the status of Harun to Musa except that there is no prophethood
after me?” And I heard him saying on the Day of Khaybar, “I will give the flag to a man

who loves Allah and His Messenger, and Allah and His Messenger too love him.” So,
(. we longed for it (i.e. the flag

Then he said, “Call ‘Ali for me”, and he was brought to him. He was sore-eyed. He
applied saliva to his eye and gave the flag to him, and Allah granted him victory. And
when this verse was revealed {Say: Come, let us call our sons and your sons....} [3/61],
the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, called ‘Ali, Faṭimah, Hasan and Husayn,

and said, “O Allah! These are my family.”5

:There are three quick points from this hadith, with specific reference to this chapter

Mu’awiyah commanded Sa’d to do something, before asking him why he (Sa’d) . 1
.refused to curse ‘Ali

Sa’d did not have any of those three merits mentioned for ‘Ali, and very strongly . 3
.wished he did any of them
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.Allah and His Messenger loved ‘Ali, and he loved them too . 5

So, what did Mu’awiyah command Sa’d to do? In order to uncover what that was, we

:must pay attention to the former’s question

؟ بارتلا ابأ  بست  نأ  کعنم  ام 

p: 273

(? What prevented you from cursing Abu al-Turab (i.e. ‘Ali

In classical Arabic, this sentence structure was used to ask why a direct order had
been disobeyed, by the commandant himself. In other words, if A ordered B to, say,
hit C, and B refused to do so, then A would say to B, “What prevented you from hitting
C?” The other manner in which it was applied was where A did not command B to do
something, but was nonetheless unpleasantly surprised or shocked that B had not

?” done it. So A would ask, “What prevented you from doing such-and-such

:An example is in this verse

نیلاعلا نم  تنک  مأ  تربکتسأ  يدیب  تقلخ  امل  دجست  نأ  کعنم  ام  سیلبإ  ای  لاق 

He (Allah) said, “O Iblis! What prevented you from prostrating yourself to one whom I
have created with Both My Hands?!6

:Another is here

کترمأ ذإ  دجست  لاأ  کعنم  ام  لاق 

He (Allah) said, “What prevented you (O Iblis) that you did not prostrate when I
commanded you personally?”7

:An example of the other use of that expression can be found here

اولض مهتیأر  ذإ  کعنم  ام  نوراه  ای  لاق 

He (Musa) said, “O Harun! What prevented you when you saw them going astray?”8
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We know that the situation of Sa’d fell into the first category. There was an explicit
order to do something. As such, from Mu’awiyah’s question, we realize that he had

:ordered Sa’d to curse ‘Ali. Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah agrees

p: 274

هللا یلـص  هللا  لوسر  نهلاق  ثلاث  لاقف  بلاط  یبأ  نب  یلع  بست  نأ  کعنم  ام  لاقف  یبأف  بسلاب  هیواعم  هرمأ  امل  دعـس  ثیدـح  امأو 
هحیحص یف  ملسم  هاور  حیحص  ثیدح  اذهف  ثیدحلا  معنلا  رمح  نم  یلإ  بحأ  نهنم  هدحاو  یل  نوکی  نلأ  هبسأ  نلف  ملس  هیلع و 

As for the hadith of Sa’d, when Mu’awiyah commanded him to curse, and he refused,
and he (Mu’awiyah) therefore said, “What prevented you from cursing ‘Ali b. Abi
Talib?”, and he replied, “There are three things that the Messenger of Allah, peace be
upon him, said. So, I will never curse him. If just one of them had been for me, it would

have been dearer to me than a red camel”, this hadith is sahih. Muslim has narrated
it.9

In simpler words, Mu’awiyah ordered Sa’d to curse someone who was loved by the
Messenger during his lifetime. So, one asks: did ‘Ali forfeit this love after the Prophet’s
death, before Mu’awiyah’s command to Sa’d? Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah even has some

:more news for us

ناـف رمع  رکب و  وـبأ  امیـس  ـلا  مـهنع  هللا  یـضر  ءاـفلخلا  امیـس  ـلا  ملـسم  لـک  بـلق  یف  هدوـم  هباحــصلل  لـعج  دـق  هللا  نأ  موـلعم  و 
اوناـک نیعباـتلا  هباحـصلا و  نم  اریثک  ناـف  یلع  کلذـک  نکی  مل  نورقلا و  ریخ  اوناـک  اـمهنودوی و  اوناـک  نیعباـتلا  هباحـصلاهمأع و 

هنولتاقی هنوبسی و  هنوضغبی و 

What is known is that Allah has certainly put the love of the Sahabah in the hearts of
every Muslim, especially love of the khalifahs, may Allah be pleased with them,
especially love of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. This is because the generality of the Sahabah
and Tabi’in loved them both, and they (i.e. Sahabah and Tabi’in) were the best of
generations. But, the matter was not the same for ‘Ali, for A LOT of the Sahabah and

Tabi’in used to hate, curse and fight him.10

p: 275

The question is: why? Had ‘Ali had forfeited the love of Allah and His Messenger for
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him? Had he become worthy of hatred, curses and armed hostility? This is the big test
for our Sunni brothers. If ‘Ali had not forfeited the love of Allah and His Messenger for
himself, then those Sahabah and Tabi’in who hated, cursed or fought him had

:forfeited their own, if any! Allah has said

نیملاظلا بحی  هللاو لا 

And Allah does NOT love the unjust people.11

It all boils down to whether those Sahabah and Tabi’in treated ‘Ali justly by hating,
cursing and fighting him. If they had NOT done so, then they all forfeited Allah’s prior
love for them with those unjust actions. In line with our Shaykh’s words, they also

:turned hypocrites

ناک هیلاویو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  بحی  ناک  هنأو  هیلاویو  هبحی  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  نأ  ملعی  نم  ضغبأ  نم  لک  نإف 
قافنلا بعش  نم  هبعش  هضغب 

This is because everyone who hates anyone who is known to have been loved by the
Prophet, peace be upon him, and who also loved the Prophet, peace be upon him,

such hatred is a sign of hypocrisy.12

The Sunni dilemma explodes here. Their theology is based on a rigid theory that all
the Sahabah earned Allah’s love and never forfeited it. How do they treat the case of
those of them who hated, cursed and fought ‘Ali - like Mu’awiyah and Umm al-
Muminin ‘Aishah? Our Sunni brothers want to eat the cake, and still have it! To them,
those Sahabah were not unjust people, and therefore never forfeited Allah’s love for
them. Does this mean that ‘Ali truly deserved their hatred, curses and armed hostility?
Sunni Islam says “no” again. ‘Ali remained a loyal, beloved friend of Allah throughout

!his lifetime, and never deserved anyone’s hatred, curse or hostility

p: 276

The matter takes a new dimension with this hadith of the Prophet, copied by ‘Allamah

(: al-Albani (d. 1420 H
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.لجو زع  هللا  ضغبأ  دقف  ینضغبأ  نمو  ینضغبأ  دقف  ایلع  ضغبأ  نمو  لجو  زع  هللا  بحأ  دقف  ینبحأ  نمو  ینبحأ  دقف  ایلع  بحأ  نم 

Whosoever loves ‘Ali has loved me. And whosoever loves me has loved Allah the
Almighty. Moreover, whosoever hates ‘Ali has hated me. And whosoever hates me

has hated Allah the Almighty.13

:The ‘Allamah comments

هیلع هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  تعمس  ینأ  دهشأ  تلاق : هملس  مأ  نع  حیحـص  دنـسب  ( 1  / 5  / 10  " ) هاقتنملا دـئاوفلا  یف "  صلخملا  هاور 
.هرکذف لوقی : ملسو 

Al-Mukhlis recorded it in al-Fawaid al-Muntaqat (10/5/1) with a sahih chain from Umm

Salamah, she said: “I testify that I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
saying:” and he (al-Mukhlis) mentioned it (i.e. the hadith).14

:Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) also records

انث يراصنلأا  سوأ  نب  دیعـس  دـیز  وبأ  انث  یحاـیرلا  ماوعلا  یبأ  نب  رکب  وبأ  اـنث  دادـغبب  يرقملا  ییحی  نب  ناـمثع  نب  دـمحأ  ینربخأ 
نم لوقی :  ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  تعمـس  لاق :  یلعل  کبح  دشأ  ام  ناملـسل  لجر  لاق  لاق  يدـهنلا  نامثع  یبأ  نب  فوع 

ینضغبأ دقف  ایلع  ضغبأ  نمو  ینبحأ  دقف  ایلع  بحأ 

Ahmad b. ‘Uthman b. Yahya al-Maqri – Abu Bakr b. Abi al-‘Awwam al-Rayahi – Abu
:Zayd Sa’id b. Aws al-Ansari – ‘Awf b. Abi ‘Uthman al-Hindi

p: 277

A man said to Salman (al-Farisi), “What do you love ‘Ali severely like that?” He replied,
“I heard the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, saying: ‘Whosoever loves ‘Ali has

loved me and whosoever hates ‘Ali has hated me.’”15

:Al-Hakim says

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.16

:Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) concurs
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ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim.17)

The game changes here completely. Allah made the love of ‘Ali an umbilical part of His
Own love. He equally made the hatred of ‘Ali like that. This grand merit was exclusive

:to ‘Ali alone among all the Sahabah. A few points can be gleaned from it

Allah would never hate ‘Ali, because doing so would mean hating Himself and His . 1
.Messenger

Therefore, Allah – in His infinite wisdom, justice and mercy - would always protect . 3
‘Ali from doing anything that could harm His love for him, just as He did with His

.Prophet

There can be no excuse or justification ever for hating ‘Ali – not even ignorance or . 5
mistake – just as there can be none for hating Allah or His Messenger. The love of

.Allah, His Messenger and ‘Ali is one, and so is their hatred

Whosoever hates ‘Ali – whether by the heart, or by words, or by deeds – is guilty of . 7
hating Allah and His Messenger. As such, all the Sahabah who hated, cursed or fought

.‘Ali hated Allah and His Messenger – no matter what the Sunnis believe or say

p: 278

This is the point. The Sahabah, like the rest of the Ummah, earned, lost, re-gained, re-
lost, etc Allah’s love as well, depending on their current actions. This was the case
even during the Prophet’s lifetime. Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) records about the case of

:Buraydah, a prominent Sahabi

هدیرب نب  هللا  دبع  لاقف  هدیرب  نبو  زلجم  وبأ  اهیف  هقلح  یلإ  تیهتنا  لاق  لیلجلا  دبع  انث  دیعس  نب  ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدح 
هبحت تنک  ناو  هضغبت  لاف  لاق  معن  تلق  لاق  ایلع  ضغبتأ  لاقو  طق ....  دـحأ  هضغبی  مل  اضغب  ایلع  تضغبأ  لاـق : هدـیرب  یبأ  ینثدـح 

یلع نم  یلإ  بحأ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لوق  دعب  دحأ  سانلا  نم  ناک  امف  ابح ....  هل  ددزاف 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya b. Sa’id – ‘Abd al-Jalil – ‘
:Abd Allah b. Buraydah – my father, Buraydah
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I hated ‘Ali with a hatred that I never hated anyone else.... And he (the Prophet) said
(to me), “Do you hate ‘Ali?” I said, “Yes”. He said, “Do not hate him, and if you love him,
then increase your love for him”.... Therefore, after the statement of the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him, there was no person among all mankind who was more

beloved to me than ‘Ali.18

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ says

لیلجلا دبع  لجأ  نم  نسح  دانسإ  اذهو  حیحص  ثیدح 

It is a sahih hadith, and this chain is hasan due to ‘Abd al-Jalil.19

p: 279

Buraydah was an extreme hater of Allah and His Messenger. At that point, he
certainly had lost Allah’s love for him. However, when the Prophet advised him, and he
obeyed, he re-earned Allah’s love once more. During his anti-‘Ali days, whoever hated
him was NOT a hypocrite. In fact, it could be praiseworthy to hate him then.
Meanwhile, the moment he loved ‘Ali above everyone else except the Messenger of

.Allah, it became haram to hate him

The bottomline is: the Sahabah – like everyone else – fluctuated between love and
hatred of Allah and His Messenger, depending upon their current actions. So, it may

be compulsory to love them at one point, and haram to do so at another. As such, love
or hatred of any of them was not (and is not) a failproof measure to determine

.anyone’s hypocrisy

The only exception among them was ‘Ali. He stayed permanently within Allah’s love,
and was protected by Him from ever losing it, till his death. Therefore, hatred of him –
like that of the Prophet - always produces the same result anytime anywhere. It was,

.and still is – after that of the Messenger - the best bet to unearth the hypocrites

Footnote

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
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al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 4, pp. 298-299

Ibid, vol. 4, pp. 299-300 . 2

Qur’an 39:65 . 3

p: 280

Qur’an 6:15 . 4

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 5
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1870,

(* 2404 (32

Qur’an 38:75 . 6

Qur’an 7:12 . 7

Qur’an 20:92 . 8

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 9
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 5, p. 42

Ibid, vol. 7, pp. 137-138 . 10

Qur’an 3: 57 . 11

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 12
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 4, p. 300

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 13
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 3, pp. 287-288, * 1299
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Ibid, vol. 3, p. 288, * 1299 . 14

Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim al-Naysaburi, al-Mustadrak ‘ala . 15
al-Ṣahihayn (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-’Ilmiyyah; 1st edition, 1411 H) [annotator: Mustafa

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 3, p. 141, * 4648

Ibid . 16

Ibid . 17

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 18
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 5, p. 350, * 23017

p: 281

Ibid . 19

Hadith Al-Ta’rif, Proving Its Authenticity . 29

Hadith Al-Ta’rif, Proving Its Authenticity

:Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H) records

انک امنإ  لاق :  يردخلا  دیعـس  یبأ  نع  حلاص  یبأ  نع  شمعلأا  نع  لیئارـسإ  انثق  رماع  نب  دوسا  انثق  یبأ  ینثدح  لاق  هللا  دبع  انثدـح 
ایلع مهضغبب  راصنلأا  یقفانم  فرعن 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Aswad b. ‘Amir – Israil – al-‘
:A’mash – Abu Salih – Abu Sa’id al-Khudri

We were able to recognize the hypocrites among the Ansar only through their hatred
of ‘Ali.1

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) says about the first narrator

هقث ماملإا  دلو  نمحرلا  دبع  وبأ  ینابیشلا  لبنح  نب  دمحم  نب  دمحأ  نب  هللا  دبع 

Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman: son of‘
the Imam, thiqah (trustworthy).2
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Of course, Imam Ahmad needs no introduction. But, let’s get the verdict of al-Hafiz
:anyway

هجح هیقف  ظفاح  هقث  همئلأا  دحأ  هللا  دبع  وبأ  دادغب  لیزن  يزورملا  ینابیشلا  دسأ  نب  للاه  نب  لبنح  نب  دمحم  نب  دمحأ 

Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal b. Hilal b. Asad al-Shaybani al-Maruzi, a Baghdad
resident, Abu ‘Abd Allah: One of the Imams, thiqah (trustworthy), hafiz, jurist, hujjah

(an authority).3

:Concerning the third narrator, al-Hafiz says

هقث ناذاش  بقلیو  نمحرلا  دبع  ابأ  ینکی  دادغب  لیزن  یماشلا  رماع  نب  دوسلأا 

Al-Aswad b. ‘Amir al-Shami, he lived in Baghdad, and was nicknamed Abu ‘Abd al-
Rahman and given the laqab Shadhan: Thiqah (trustworthy).4

p: 282

:The fourth narrator is like that as well, as stated by al-Hafiz

هجح لاب  هیف  ملکت  هقث  یفوکلا  فسوی  وبأ  ینادمهلا  یعیبسلا  قاحسإ  یبأ  نب  سنوی  نب  لیئارسإ 

Israil b. Yunus b. Abi Ishaq al-Sabi’i al-Hamdani, Abu Yusuf al-Kufi: Thiqah

(trustworthy). He is criticized without evidence.5

:Al-A’mash, the fifth narrator, is thiqah (trustworthy) too, according to al-Hafiz

سلدی هنکل  عرو  تاءارقلاب  فراع  ظفاح  هقث  شمعلأا  یفوکلا  دمحم  وبأ  یلهاکلا  يدسلأا  نارهم  نب  نامیلس 

Sulayman b. Mahran al-Asadi al-Kahili, Abu Muhammad al-Kufi al-A’mash: Thiqah
(trustworthy), hafiz (a hadith scientist), a scholar of al-qiraat (Qur’anic recitation

modes), pious. However, he used to do tadlis.6

:About the last narrator, al-Hafiz has these words

تبث هقث  یندملا  تایزلا  نامسلا  حلاص  وبأ  ناوکذ 

Dhakwan Abu Salih al-Saman al-Zayat al-Madani: Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt
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(accurate).7

All the narrators are therefore trustworthy, and the chain is well-connected. The only
issue is that al-A’mash was a mudalis, and has narrated in an ‘an-‘an manner. So,
does this affect the hadith? The answer is a negative. Al-A’mash’s ‘an-‘an reports
from Abu Salih are accepted by scholars of the Ahl al-Sunnah. They apparently reject
any notion that al-A’mash did tadlis in his reports from Abu Salih, even in his ‘an-‘an

:reports. For instance, Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) records this ‘an-‘an chain in his Sahih

هریره یبأ  نع  حلاص  یبأ  نع  شمعلأا  نع  ریرج  انثدح  برح  نب  ریهز  ینثدحو 

p: 283

Zuhayr b. Harb – Jarir – al-A’mash – Abu Salih – Abu Hurayrah8

Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H)9, Shaykh Shu’ayb al-Arnauṭ10, Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279‘
H)11, Shaykh Dr. Asad12, and Shaykh Dr. Al-A’zami13 have all also declared chains
containing ‘an-‘an transmission by al-A’mash from Abu Salih to be sahih. With this, it is
obvious that the hadith of Abu Sa’id al-Khudri above, recorded by Imam Ahmad, has a

.perfectly sahih chain

The hadith establishes some very crucial points. The first is that there were hypocrites
among the Ansar. Of course, the Ansar were Sahabah. Therefore, there were

hypocrites among the Sahabah. Interestingly, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah agrees on this
:point too

…. راصنلأا لئابق  یف  قافنلا  ناک  امنإ  قفان و  نم  نیرجاهملا  نم  نکی  مل  هنا  ءاملعلا  نم  هریغو  لبنح  نب  دمحا  لاق  اذهلو 

نیقفانملل اهیف  رکذ  لاف  هیکملا  روسلا  امإ  هیندملا و  روسلا  یف  قافنلا  رکذ  امنإ  اذهلو 

This is why Ahmad b. Hanbal and other scholars said that there was no hypocrite
…. among the Muhajirun and that hypocrisy existed only within the tribes of the Ansar

And this is why hypocrisy is mentioned only in the Madinan suwar (chapters of the
Qur’an). As for the Makkan suwar, there is no mention in them of hypocrites.14
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Well, in one of the earliest Makkan surah, Allah does mention the existence of Muslims

“in whose hearts is a disease” during the Makkan era15. Apparently, our Shaykh and
!the classical Sunni scholars missed that crucial fact

p: 284

Whatever the case, the fact that hypocrites existed among the Ansar – at the least -
fatally undermines the Sunni doctrine that all the Sahabah earned Allah’s love, and
that none of them ever forfeited it. Allah does not love hypocrites. By contrast, He has

:cursed them

میقم باذع  مهلو  هللا  مهنعلو  مهبسح  یه  اهیف  نیدلاخ  منهج  ران  رافکلاو  تاقفانملاو  نیقفانملا  هللا  دعو 

Allah has promised the hypocrites, men and women, and the disbelievers, the Fire of
Jahannam. They shall remain therein forever. It will be sufficient for them. Allah has

also cursed them, and for them is the lasting torment.16

So, there were people cursed by Allah, and who shall reside forever in Jahannam,
.among the Sahabah

The second point in the hadith is that the righteous Sahabah were unable to recognize
the hypocritical Sahabah except through the latter’s hatred of ‘Ali. It is noteworthy

that there is no claim whatsoever that hatred of Amir al-Muminin was the only sign of
hypocrisy. Rather, it was the most effective, the only failproof tool. All the other signs
– such as lying, failure to fulfil promises, laziness during Salat, and so on – could be
found in some people who were not hypocrites too, albeit in smaller quantities.
However, as for hatred of ‘Ali, it is an absolute proof of hypocrisy. It is wholly

impossible for a true believer to hate him in any circumstance, in line with the
.testimony of the Messenger of Allah

:Imam Muslim records

p: 285

نع هیواعم  وبأ  انربخأ  هل ) ظفللاو   ) ییحی نب  ییحی  انثدـحو  شمعلأا ح  نع  هیواعم  وبأو  عیکو  انثدـح  هبیـش  یبأ  نب  رکب  وبأ  انثدـح 
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نأ یلإ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یملأا  یبنلا  دهعل  هنإ  همـسنلا  أربو  هبحلا  قلف  يذلاو  یلع  لاق  لاق  رز  نع  تباث  نب  يدع  نع  شمعلأا 
قفانم لاإ  ینضغبی  لاو  نمؤم  لاإ  ینبحی  لا 

Abu Bakr b. Abi Shaybah – Waki’ and Abu Mu’awiyah – al-A’mash, AND Yahya b.
:Yahya – Abu Mu’awiyah – al-A’mash – Adi b. Thabit – Zirr

Ali said: “I swear by the One Who split up the seed and created something living, the‘
Ummi Prophet verily informed me that none loves me except a believer and that none

hates me except a hypocrite.”17

:Imam Ahmad also records his mutaba’ah for Ibn Abi Shaybah

یبنلا یلإ  دهع  لاق  هنع  هللا  یـضر  یلع  نع  شیبح  نب  رز  نع  تباث  نب  يدع  نع  شمعلأا  انث  عیکو  انث  یبأ  ینثدح  هللا  دبع  انثدـح 
قفانم لاا  کضغبی  لاو  نمؤم  لاا  کبحی  هنا لا  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Waki’ – al-A’mash – ‘Adi b.‘
:Thabit – Zirr b. Hubaysh – ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him

The Prophet, peace be upon him, informed me saying, “None loves you except a
believer, and none hates you except a hypocrite.”18

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ comments

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs19

p: 286

’: Imam al-Tirmidhi has also a third mutaba’ah for Waki

نع شیبح  نب  رز  نع  تباث  نب  يدع  نع  شمعلأا  نع  یلمرلا  یسیع  وبأ  انثدح  یسیع  نب  ییحی  یخأ  نبا  نامثع  نب  یـسیع  انثدح 
قفانم لاإ  کضغبی  لاو  نمؤم  لاإ  کبحی  هنأ لا  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یملأا  یبنلا  یلإ  دهع  دقل  لاق  یلع 

Isa b. ‘Uthman, son of the brother of Yahya b. ‘Isa – Abu ‘Isa al-Ramli – al-Am’ash – ‘
:‘Adi b. Thabit – Zirr b. Hubaysh – ‘Ali
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The Ummi Prophet, peace be upon him, had informed me saying, “None loves you
except a believer and none hates you except a hypocrite.”20

:Al-Tirmidhi states

حیحص نسح  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is hasan sahih.21

:Allamah al-Albani confirms‘

حیحص

Sahih22

Footnote

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Fadhail al-Ṣahabah (Beirut: Muasassat . 1
al-Risalah; 1st edition, 1403 H) [annotator: Dr. Wasiyullah Muhammad ‘Abbas], vol. 2, p.

579, * 979

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 2
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 477, *

3216

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 44, * 96 . 3

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 102, * 504 . 4

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 88, * 402 . 5

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 392, * 2623 . 6

p: 287

Ibid, vol. 1, p. 287, * 1846 . 7

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 8
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Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 4, p. 1764,
(* 2249 (14

Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh b. Tajati b. Ādam al- . 9
Ashqudri al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ṣahihah wa Shayhun min Fiqhihah wa

Fawaidihah (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Ma’arif li al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’; 1st edition, 1415 H),
vol. 2, p. 39, * 512

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 10
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 2, p. 461, * 9943

Abu ‘Īsa Muhammad b. ‘Īsa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Ṣahih Sunan al- . 11
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 2, p. 205, * 369

Abu Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Darimi, Sunan (Beirut: Dar al- . 12
Kitab al-‘Arabi; 1st edition, 1407 H) [annotator: Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 2, p. 40, * 1771

Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Ishaq b. Khuzaymah al-Salami al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih (Beirut: . 13
al-Maktab al-Islami; 1390 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and Dr.

Muhammad Mustafa al-A’zami], vol. 1, p. 358, * 725

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 14
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 476

See Qur’an 74:31 . 15

Qur’an 9:68 . 16

p: 288

Abu al-Husayn Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi, Ṣahih Muslim (Beirut: . 17
Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abd al-Baqi], vol. 1, p. 86, *

(131 (78
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Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 18
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 1, p. 128, * 1062

Ibid . 19

Abu ‘Īsa Muhammad b. ‘Īsa al-Sulami al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami’ al-Ṣahih Sunan al- . 20
Tirmidhi (Beirut: Dar Ihya al-Turath al-‘Arabi) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-

Albani], vol. 5, p. 643, * 3736

Ibid . 21

Ibid . 22

Hadith Al-Tashbih, Establishing Its Authenticity . 30

Hadith Al-Tashbih, Establishing Its Authenticity

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states

هریغ لاو  ایلع  ملس لا  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  يواسی  ادحأ لا  نلا  عنتمم  کلذ  یلع  هلمح  لب 

Rather, interpreting it like that is impossible, because there is none who is equal to the
Messenger of Allah, neither ‘Ali nor any other person.1

We agree with our Shaykh that neither Abu Bakr nor ‘Umar was like, similar or equal
to, the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, in absolutely any way or form.
However, it seems that the Shaykh has not properly understood the Shi’i position. We

.never claim total equality between the Prophet and the Amir

What we profess, instead, is that ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-salam, reached the level of the
Messenger in many of his merits. In other words, in a lot of qualities, ranks and
statuses, both the Prophet and the Amir were, and are, equal. However, in all others,
the Messenger of Allah was, and is, infinitely superior to ‘Ali. Overall, the Prophet was,

.and is, the master, teacher and saviour of ‘Ali in both this world and the next

p: 289
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:Imam al-Nasai (d. 303 H) records an authentic hadith that confirms just that

نع عیثی  نب  دیز  نع  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نع  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نب  سنوی  انثدح  لاق  باوج  نب  صوحلأا  انثدـح  لاق  دـمحم  نب  سابعلا  انربخأ 
هلتاقملا لتقیف  يرمأ  مهیف  ذـفنی  یـسفنک  لاجر  مهیلإ  نثعبلأ  وأ  هعیلو  ونب  نیهتنیل  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاـق  لاـق  رذ  یبأ 

تلق ینعی  نمف  لاق  کبحاص  لاو  ینعی  كایإ  اـم  تلقف  ینعی  نم  یفلخ  نم  یتزجح  یف  رمع  فکو  ـلاإ  ینعار  اـمف  هیرذـلا  یبسیو 
لاعن فصخی  یلعو  لاق  لعنلا  فصاخ 

Al-‘Abbas b. Muhammad – al-Ahwas b. Jawab – Yunus b. Abi Ishaq – Abu Ishaq – Zayd
:b. Yathi’ – Abu Dharr

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “If the Banu Wali’ah do not desist, I
will appoint over them a man who is exactly like myself to implement my command

among them. So, he will execute the combatants and take the offspring as war

.” captives

I had not even moved when ‘Umar held my cloth and asked, “Who is he referring to?”
I replied, “He is not referring to you or your companion (i.e. Abu Bakr).” He said, “In
that case, who is he referring to?” So, I said, “(He is) referring to the one repairing the

shoe.” And ‘Ali was repairing a shoe.2

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) says about this report‘

.هطلاتخا دعب  هنع  يور  سنوی  هنباو  طلتخا ، ناکو  سلدم ، یعیبسلا -  وهو  قاحسإ -  ابأ  نکل  تاقث ؛ هلاجر  دانسإ  اذهو  تلق :

p: 290

I say: This chain, all its narrators are trustworthy. However, Abu Ishaq – and he is al-
Sabi’i – was a mudalis, and he became confused, and his son Yunus narrated from

him after he had become confused.3

So, all the narrators are trustworthy. However, Abu Ishaq was a mudalis, and has
narrated in an ‘an-‘an manner. Moreover, his son, Yunus, allegedly narrated from him
only after he (Abu Ishaq) had become confused. These are ‘Allamah al-Albani’s only

.objections to the authenticity of the hadith

The arguments of our ‘Allamah are a bit disappointing. While it is true that Abu Ishaq
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was a mudalis, his tadlis was largely of the harmless grade. Therefore, his ‘an-‘an
reports are accepted without objection. Let us briefly examine how the muhadithun of
the Ahl al-Sunnah have treated a well-known, strictly ‘an-‘an narration of Abu Ishaq.

:Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) records

نبا نع  ریبج  نب  دیعس  نع  قاحسإ  یبأ  نع  هلقسم  نب  هبقر  نع  هیبأ  نع  نامیلس  نب  رمتعم  انثدح  بنعق  نب  هملـسم  نب  هللادبع  انثدح 
هیوبأ قهرلأ  شاع  ولو  ارفاک  عبط  رـضخلا  هلتق  يذـلا  ملاغلا  نإ  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاـق  بعک  نب  یبأ  نع  ساـبع 

ارفکو انایغط 

Abd Allah b. Musalamah b. Qa’nab – Mu’tamir b. Sulayman – his father – Raqabah b.‘
:Masqalah – Abu Ishaq – Sa’id b. Jubayr – Ibn ‘Abbas – Ubayy b. Ka’b

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “Verily, the boy killed by al-Khidhr
was created an unbeliever. If he had lived, he would have grieved his parents with his

obstinate rebellion (against Allah) and disbelief (in Allah)”.4

p: 291

Abu Ishaq has narrated it ‘an-‘an, and Imam Muslim has nonetheless accepted the
hadith as sahih. Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241 H) has also included the same riwayah

with the same ‘an-‘an chain in his Musnad5. Shaykh al-Arnauṭ comments about it this
:way

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.6

Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) has equally documented it with Abu Ishaq’s ‘an-‘an
:narration7. Al-Tirmidhi says

بیرغ حیحص  نسح  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is hasan sahih gharib.8

:Interestingly, even ‘Allamah al-Albani accepts its authenticity
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حیحص

Sahih9

:Elsewhere, the ‘Allamah explains his decision

نبا نع  ریبج  نب  دیعـس  نع  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نع  هلقـسم  نب  هبقر  نع  هیبأ  نع  نامیلـس  نب  رمتعم  اـنث  یمدـقملا  رکب  یبأ  نب  دـمحم  اـنث 
.ارفاک عبط  رضخلا  هلتق  يذلا  ملاغلا  لاق : ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  نع  بعک  نب  یبأ  نع  سابع 

هحیرصت دجأ  مل  ینإف  یعیبسلا  هللا  دبع  نبا  ورمع  وهو  قاحسإ  یبأ  هنعنع  نم  سفنلا  یف  ام  عم  نیخیشلا  طرش  یلع  حیحـص  هدانـسإ 
دقف هافولا  میدـق  هنإف  طلاتخلاا  لبق  هنم  هعمـس  هلقـسم  نب  هبقر  لعل  نکل  طلتخا  ناک  هنأ  عم  هنع  تایاورلا  نم  ءیـش  یف  ثیدـحتلاب 

.هنارقأ نم  وهف  هسفن  قاحسإ  وبا  اهیف  تام  یتلا  هنسلا  یهو  هنس 129  تام 

Muhammad b. Abi Bakr al-Muqaddami – Mu’tamir b. Sulayman – his father – Raqabah
b. Masqalah – Abu Ishaq – Sa’id b. Jubayr – Ibn ‘Abbas – Ubayy b. Ka’b – the Prophet,

:peace be upon him

p: 292

.” The boy killed by al-Khidhr was created an unbeliever“

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs, despite what is in the heart
concerning its ‘an-‘an narration by Abu Ishaq, and his real name was ‘Amr b. ‘Abd
Allah al-Sabi’i. I have NOT found any explicit tahdith (i.e. non-‘an-‘an transmission) of
it by him in the reports, despite that he also became confused. However, maybe

Raqabah b. Masqalah heard it from him before he became confused because he
(Raqabah) died early (in history). His (i.e. Raqabah’s) death was in 129 H, and it was the

year of Abu Ishaq’s death too. Therefore, they both were contemporaries.10

So, the ‘an-‘an report of Abu Ishaq is accepted as sahih upon the standard of both al-
Bukhari and Muslim by the leading muhadithun of the Ahl al-Sunnah, including
‘Allamah al-Albani himself. But then, al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) documents a rather interesting

:dissenting viewpoint concerning Abu Ishaq’s ‘an-‘an reports

.هتکرت هنم  ربکأ  انا  لاق  نإو  یقل  هنأ  تملع  معن  لاق  نإف  کنم  ربکأ  اذه  هل  تلق  لجر  نع  ینربخأ  اذإ  قاحسإ  وبأ  ناکو  هبعش  لاق 
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Shu’bah said: “Whenever Abu Ishaq narrated to me in an ‘an-‘an form from any
person, I used to say to him, ‘Is he older than you?’ If he answered, ‘Yes’, then I
would know that he met (the narrator) [i.e. there was no tadlis in the report]. But, if he

said, ‘I am older than him’, I would abandon him.”11

In other words, Shu’bah assured us that whenever Abu Ishaq transmitted from
people older than him, he never did tadlis, even if he narrated in an ‘an-‘an manner

from them. This is very crucial. Shu’bah was of an ultra-strict attitude towards Abu
Ishaq’s tadlis. So, he would not accept even the above hadith of the boy, since Sa’id b.
Jubayr was far younger than Abu Ishaq12. Yet, despite this, Hadith al-Tashbih passes
his ultra-strict standards and is covered by his expert assurance. Zayd b. Yathi’ was

:much older than Abu Ishaq. Al-Hafiz states

p: 293

مرضخم هقث  یفوکلا  ینادمهلا  عیثی …  نب  دیز 

Zayd b. Yathi’.... al-Hamadani al-Kufi: Thiqah (trustworthy). He witnessed both the
Jahiliyyah and the Islamic era.13

Therefore, Zayd b. Yathi’ was born even before any verse of the Qur’an was revealed!
This means that he was even older than a lot of the Sahabah. Meanwhile, al-Hafiz

:further records this about Abu Ishaq

اهوحن وأ  هنس  هئام  نبا  وهو  قاحسإ  وبأ  تام  لاق  شایع  نب  رکب  یبأ  نعو 

Abu Bakr b. ‘Ayyash said: Abu Ishaq died while he was 100 years old or thereabout.14

Since he died in 129 AH, that means he was born in 29 AH. As such, Zayd b. Yathi’ was

decades older than him. Based upon the testimony of Shu’bah, the ‘an-‘an reports of
Abu Ishaq from him were, without doubt, free from tadlis. But, even if we ignored
Shu’bah’s assurance, Hadith al-Tashbih would still pass through, considering the
lenient attitude of Sunni muhadithun to Abu Ishaq’s patently ‘an-‘an reports
generally. With these facts, the first leg of ‘Allamah al-Albani’s criticism against Hadith

.al-Tashbih is cut off from its root completely
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The ‘Allamah further asserts that Yunus heard from his father, Abu Ishaq, only after
the latter had become confused due to memory loss. The question is: where is the
evidence? There is none! In fact, this submission of our ‘Allamah is more farfetched
statement than the other. Yunus was largely contemporaneous with his father. He
even met Anas, one of the senior Sahabah! Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) states about

:him

p: 294

وهو هئامو ، نیسمخو  عست  هنس  سنوی  تام  تلق : سنأ ...  نع  .یفوکلا  یعیبسلا  ینادمهلا  هللا  دبع  نب  ورمع  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نب  سنوی 
.اهزواجت نکی  مل  نإ  نیعستلا ، رشع  یف 

Yunus b. Abi Ishaq ‘Amr b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hamdani al-Sabi’i al-Kufi: He narrated from
Anas ... I say: Yunus died in 159 AH, and he was close to 90, if not older.15

So, when Abu Ishaq died in 129 AH, Yunus was already about 60 years old. Does it
make sense to claim that such a person narrated from Abu Ishaq only during the
latter’s last days when his memory deteriorated?16 He even narrated from Anas who

apparently died decades before his father!17 Al-Hafiz tells us more why ‘Allamah al-
Albani’s submission was completely out-of-touch with reality, while writing about Abu

:Ishaq

قاحسإ نب  فسوی  رخلآا  هنبا  نباو  سنوی  نب  لیئارسإ  هنبا  نباو  سنوی  هنبا  هنعو 

His son (Yunus) narrated from him, as well as his grandson Israil b. Yunus and his
other grandson Yusuf b. Ishaq.18

If Yunus could not hear any ahadith from his father until the latter’s last period on
earth, when exactly did the grandsons take from Abu Ishaq? Obviously, Yunus heard
ahadith from Abu Ishaq long before the latter lost his memory. No wonder, Imam Ibn
Khuzaymah has included a chain in which Yunus has narrated ‘an-‘an from Abu Ishaq,
who in turn has also transmitted ‘an-‘an from the Sahabi, in his Sahih19 while Shaykh

Dr. al-A’zami further declares that sanad to be sahih.20

p: 295
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Shaykh Dr. Asad has equally graded an exactly similar chain as sahih.21 Meanwhile,
Shaykh al-Arnauṭ prefers to class an identical sanad only as hasan.22 Basically,
‘Allamah al-Albani has no valid objection to Hadith al-Tashbih. It has a sahih chain.
The narration (including ‘an-‘an) of Yunus from his father, Abu Ishaq, is sahih.
Furthermore, the ‘an-‘an transmission of Abu Ishaq from Zayd b. Yathi’ is equally of

.the perfectly sahih grade, in any circumstance

Hadith al-Tashbih, as narrated by Abu Dharr, is supported by this shahid documented

(: by Imam ‘Abd al-Razzaq (d. 211 H

ملـسو هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق : بطنح  نب  هللا  دبع  نب  بلطملا  نع  هیبأ  نع  سوواط  نبا  نع  رمعم  نع  قازرلا  دبع  انربخأ 
نذـخأیلو مکیرارذ ، نیبـسیلو  مکقاـنعأ ، نبرـضیلف  یـسفن  لـثم  لاـق : وأ  ینم -  ـلاجر  نثعبنل  وأ  نملـستل  اوءاـج : نیح  فیقث  دـفول 

، یلع یلإ  تفتلاف  لاق : اذـه ، وه  لوقی : نأ  ءاجر  يردـص  بصنأ  تلعج  ذـئموی ، ـلاإ  هراـملاا  تینمت  اـم  هللاوف  رمع : لاـقف  مکلاومأ ،
.اذه وه  اذه ، وه  لاق : مث  هدیب  ذخأف 

:Abd al-Razzaq – Ma’mar – Ibn Tawus – his father – al-Muṭalib b. ‘Abd Allah b. Hanṭab‘

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, when the delegation of (Banu) Thaqif
came (to him), said (to them), “You either submit or I appoint a man from me or who is
my similarity, and he will hit your necks and take your offspring as war prisoners, and
will confiscate your properties.” So, ‘Umar said, “I swear by Allah, I never wished for
power except on that day. I volunteered for it, wishing that he would say, “This is the
one”. But, he instead looked towards ‘Ali, and held his hand and said, “This is the one.

This is the one.”23

p: 296

:Allamah al-Albani comments about this report‘

.لسرم هنکلو  حیحص ؛ دانسإ  اذهو  تلق :

I say: This chain is sahih. However, it is mursal.24

There is no doubt that this is an effective strengthening shahid for the report of Abu
Dharr. So, even if, for the sake of argument, the invalid submissions of ‘Allamah al-
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Albani concerning Abu Dharr’s hadith are accepted, the above narration of al-Muṭalib

.nonetheless raises its grade to at least hasan

Footnote

Abu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Halim b. Taymiyyah al-Harrani, Minhaj al-Sunnah . 1
al-Nabawiyyah (Muasassat Qurtubah; 1st edition, 1406 H) [annotator: Dr. Muhammad

Rashad Salim], vol. 7, p. 123
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Sunnah (al-Maktab al-Islami; 1st edition, 1400 H) [annotator: Muhammad Nasir al-Din
al-Albani], vol. 1, p. 86, * 194

Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib (Dar al-Fikr; . 11
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Sa’id b. Jubayr was 49 years old when he was murdered by al-Hajjaj in 95 AH. See . 12
Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib (Dar al-Fikr; 1st
edition, 1404 H), vol. 4, p. 12, * 14. As such, Sa’id was born in 46 AH, decades after Abu

.Ishaq

Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah . 13
al-‘Ilmiyyah; 2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 332, *
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b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah al-‘Ilmiyyah;

2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 739, * 5081
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Abu al-Ṭufayl was the last of the Ṣahabah to die, and he died in 110 AH. See Ahmad . 17
b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib (Beirut: Dar al-Maktabah al-‘Ilmiyyah;

2nd edition, 1415 H) [annotator: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata], vol. 1, p. 464, * 3122

Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib (Dar al-Fikr; . 18
1st edition, 1404 H), vol. 8, p. 57, * 100
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al-Maktab al-Islami; 1390 H) [annotators: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani and Dr.
Muhammad Mustafa al-A’zami], vol. 1, p. 326, * 647

Ibid . 20

Abu Ya’la Ahmad b. ‘Ali b. Muthanna al-Mawsili al-Tamimi, Musnad (Damascus: Dar . 21
al-Mamun li al-Turath; 1st edition, 1404 H) [annotator: Dr. Husayn Salim Asad], vol. 12, p.

97, * 6731

Abu ‘Abd Allah Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybani, Musnad (Cairo: Muasassat Qurtubah) . 22
[annotator: Shu’ayb al-Arnaut], vol. 4, p. 375, * 19367

Abu Bakr ‘Abd al-Razzaq b. Hamam al-Ṣa’nani, al-Musannaf [annotator: Habib al- . 23
Rahman al-A’zami], vol. 11, p. 226, * 20389

Muhammad Nasir al-Din b. al-Hajj Nuh al-Albani, Silsilah al-Ahadith al-Ḍa’ifah wa . 24
al-Mawdhu’ah wa Atharihah al-Sayyiah fi al-Ummah (Riyadh: Dar al-Ma’arif; 1st

edition, 1412 H), vol. 10, p. 677, * 4960

Hadith Al-Tashbih, Instances Of Equality . 31

Hadith Al-Tashbih, Instances Of Equality

When the Prophet, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, described Amir al-Muminin, ‘alaihi al-
salam, as being “exactly like” himself, or his own “similarity”, what was he saying? Was

he talking about physical identicalness? Or, was it about tribal affiliations? What was it
?exactly

p: 299

Basically, those statements have deliberately been made general and left open by the
Messenger of Allah. As such, everything is the same between them both except
whatever has been excluded as exceptions. In other words, the only differences
between the Nabi and the Amir are those that have been proved through the Qur’an

.or authentic ahadith. In everything else, they were, and are, the same
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Meanwhile, it would not be inappropriate to cite a few examples of equality between

the Messenger of Allah and Imam ‘Ali. ‘Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H), for instance,
:records that the Prophet said

ینضغبأ دقف  ایلع  ضغبأ  نمو  ینبحأ  دقف  ایلع  بحأ  نم 

Whosoever loves ‘Ali has loved me, and whosoever hates ‘Ali has hated me.1

:The ‘Allamah says

حیحص

Sahih2

In simple terms, the obligations to love the Messenger, and to love Amir al-Muminin,
are the same. Love or hatred of either of them attracts the same recognition, reward

or punishment from Allah the Almighty. Interestingly, Imam ‘Ali was not the only one
:with this status. Imam Abu Ya’la (d. 307 H) further records

هللا یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاق  لاق :  هریره  یبأ  نع  مزاح  یبأ  نع  هصفح  یبأ  نب  ملاس  انثدح  لیـضف  نبا  انثدح  یعافرلا  ماشه  وبأ  انثدح 
ینضغبأ دقف  امهضغبأ  نمو  ینبحأ  دقف  نیسحلاو  نسحلا  بحأ  نم   : ملس هیلع و 

Abu Hisham al-Rufa’i – Ibn Fudhayl – Salim b. Abi Hafsah – Abu Hazim – Abu
:Hurayrah

p: 300

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said: “Whosoever loves al-Hasan and al-
Husayn has loved me, and whosoever hates them has hated me.”3

:Shaykh Dr. Asad says

نسح هدانسإ 

Its chain is hasan.4

Imam Ibn Majah (d. 273 H) has also recorded the hadith through a different ṭariq
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(: (route

لاق هریره  یبأ  نع  مزاح  یبأ  نع  ایضرم  ناکو  فاحجلا  یبأ  فوع  یبأ  نب  دواد  نع  نایفس  نع  عیکو  انثدح  دمحم  نب  یلع  انثدح 
ینضغبأ دقف  امهضغبأ  نمو  ینبحأ  دقف  نیسحلاو  نسحلا  بحأ  نم  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق 

Ali b. Muhammad – Waki’ – Sufyan – Dawud b. Abi ‘Awf Abi al-Jihaf – Abu Hazim – Abu‘
:Hurayrah

The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “Whosoever loves al-Hasan and al-
Husayn has loved me, and whosoever hates them has hated me.”5

:Abd al-Baqi states‘

.تاقث هلاجر  حیحص ، هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih. Its narrators are trustworthy.6

:Allamah al-Albani also comments‘

نسح

Hasan7

So, the Prophet, Amir al-Muminin, Imam al-Hasan and Imam al-Husayn, ‘alaihim al-
salam, were, and are, all equal in terms of love and hatred from any others among the
creation. Moreover, their love has been umbilically fused by Allah. Therefore, just as
there can never be an excuse – including even ignorance or mistake - for hating the
Prophet, there can be none either with regards to any other among them. Their love is

.one indivisible entity, and so is their hatred

p: 301

The significance of the above reports is better reflected in this hadith, copied by
:‘Allamah al-Albani

.لجو زع  هللا  ضغبأ  دقف  ینضغبأ  نمو  ینضغبأ  دقف  ایلع  ضغبأ  نمو  لجو  زع  هللا  بحأ  دقف  ینبحأ  نمو  ینبحأ  دقف  ایلع  بحأ  نم 
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Whosoever loves ‘Ali has loved me. And whosoever loves me has loved Allah the
Almighty. Moreover, whosoever hates ‘Ali has hated me. And whosoever hates me

has hated Allah the Almighty.8

:The ‘Allamah comments

حیحص دنسب  ( 1  / 5  / 10  " ) هاقتنملا دئاوفلا  یف "  صلخملا  هاور 

Al-Mukhlis recorded it in al-Fawaid al-Muntaqat (10/5/1) with a sahih chain from Umm

Salamah.9

:In other words

.Love of Muhammad is love of Allah, and hatred of Muhammad is hatred of Allah . 1

.Love of ‘Ali is love of Allah, and hatred of ‘Ali is hatred of Allah . 3

.Love of al-Hasan is love of Allah, and hatred of al-Hasan is hatred of Allah . 5

.Love of al-Husayn is love of Allah, and hatred of al-Husayn is hatred of Allah . 7

So, Amir al-Muminin, Imam al-Hasan and Imam al-Husayn are equal with the
Messenger of Allah in terms of the love or hatred of any of them. Our focus at this

.point, of course, is only Amir al-Muminin

Another area of equality between the Prophet of Allah and Imam ‘Ali is indicated in
(: this hadith documented by Imam Ahmad (d. 241 H

مأ یلع  تلخد  لاق  یلدجلا  هللا  دبع  یبأ  نع  قاحـسإ  یبأ  نع  لیئارـسإ  انث  لاق  ریکب  یبأ  نب  ییحی  انث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
هللا لوسر  تعمس  تلاق  اهوحن  هملک  وأ  هللا  ناحبـس  وأ  هللا  ذاعم  تلق  مکیف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  بسیأ  یل  تلاقف  هملس 

ینبس دقف  ایلع  بس  نم  لوقی  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص 

p: 302

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – Yahya b. Abi Bukayr – Israil – ‘
:Abu Ishaq – Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Jadali
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I entered upon Umm Salamah and she said to me, “Is the Messenger of Allah, peace
be upon him, being cursed among you?” I said, “Allah forbid!” or “Glory to Allah!” or a
similar statement. She said, “I heard the Messenger of Allah saying: ‘Whosoever

curses ‘Ali has cursed me.’”10

:Shaykh al-Arnauṭ comments

حیحص هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih.11

:Imam al-Haythami (d. 807 H) also states

هقث وهو  یلدجلا  هللا  دبع  یبأ  ریغ  حیحصلا  لاجر  هلاجرو  دمحأ  هاور 

Ahmad recorded it, and its narrators are narrators of the Sahih, apart from Abu ‘Abd
Allah al-Jadali and he was trustworthy.12

:Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) too has this verdict upon the exact same hadith

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith has a sahih chain13

:And Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) agrees with him

حیحص

Sahih14

It is natural logic, anyway. Cursing is an act of hatred. So, whosoever curses ‘Ali
apparently hates him. By that very token, such a person is guilty of hating Allah.
Looking further, there is yet another point of equality between the Nabi and the Amir.

:‘Allamah al-Albani documents this hadith

یناذآ دقف  ایلع  يذآ  نم 

Whosoever hurts ‘Ali has hurt me.15
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p: 303

:The ‘Allamah states

حیحص

Sahih16

:Imam al-Hakim also comments

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith has a sahih chain.17

:Imam al-Dhahabi affirms the verdict

حیحص

Sahih18

:Imam al-Haythami also declares about this hadith

تاقث دمحأ  لاجرو  دمحأ ...  هاور 

Ahmad recorded ... and the narrators of Ahmad are trustworthy.19

In Islam, to hurt someone means to do anything that causes physical or emotional

:discomfort to them. For example, notice what Allah has said here

امهوذآف مکنم  اهنایتأی  ناذللاو 

And the two persons among you who commit it (i.e. fornication), hurt them both.20

:This is clearly about physical hurt. Let us compare that with this noble verse

اهیجو هللا  دنع  ناکو  اولاق  امم  هللا  هأربف  یسوم  اوذآ  نیذلاک  اونوکت  اونمآ لا  نیذلا  اهیأ  ای 

O you who believe! Do not be like those who hurt Musa, but Allah cleared him of that
which they said, and he was honourable before Allah.21
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They made incorrect statements about Musa, ‘alaihi al-salam. Such statements

apparently hurt the feelings and image of this noble prophet. Therefore, to Allah, they
had thereby hurt him. Another example is given in this hadith documented by Imam

:al-Hakim

هللا دیبع  نب  رکب  وبأ  ینثدح  لمؤملا  نب  هللا  دبع  نع  مصاع  وبأ  انث  یـشاقرلا  هبلاق  وبأ  انث  يرطنقلا  میمت  نب  دمحأ  نب  دمحم  ینربخأ 
لوسر تیذآ  هللا  ودـع  ای  لاقف :  سابع  نبا  هبـصحف  سابع  نبا  دـنع  ایلع  بسف  ماشلا  لهأ  نم  لجر  ءاج  لاق  هیبأ  نع  هیکلم  یبأ  نب 

هللا یلص  هللا  لوسر  ناک  ول  انیهم  ایاذع  مهل  دعأو  هرخلآاو  ایندلا  یف  هللا  مهنعل  هلوسرو  هللا  نوذؤی  نیذلا  نإ  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا 
هتیذلآ ایح  ملسو  هیلع 

p: 304

Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Tamim al-Qanṭari – Abu Qilabah al-Raqashi – Abu ‘Asim –
:‘Abd Allah b. al-Mu-mal – Abu Bakr b. ‘Ubayd Allah b. Abi Malikah – his father

A Syrian man came and cursed ‘Ali in the presence of Ibn ‘Abbas. So, Ibn ‘Abbas threw
pebbles at him and said, “O enemy of Allah! You have hurt the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him. Verily, those who hurt Allah and His Messenger, Allah has cursed
them in this world, and in the Hereafter, and has prepared for them a humiliating

torment. If the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, had been alive, you would

have hurt him.”22

:Al-Hakim declares

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith has a sahih chain.23

:Imam al-Dhahabi also states

حیحص

Sahih24

:There is a lot of fawaid in this hadith. Some of them are listed below
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.Cursing ‘Ali b. Abi Talib falls under the act of hurting him . 1

.Whoever hurts ‘Ali is an enemy of Allah . 3

Whoever hurts ‘Ali falls under Qur’an 33:57 . 5

Ali b. Abi Talib does not need to be physically present before the hurt is done. As . ‘ 7
long as the act would have hurt him had he been present or would have hurt his

.name, the crime is completed

.Whatsoever hurts ‘Ali also hurts the Messenger of Allah, and by extension Allah . 9

.Therefore, whoever hurts ‘Ali has hurt Allah and His Messenger . 11

p: 305

There is no doubt that if Amir al-Muminin had been physically present when the Syrian
man was cursing him, his feelings would have been hurt. Since whatsoever hurts ‘Ali
also hurts the Prophet, it is then the case that the feelings of the latter too would have
been hurt. This is what matters in the Sight of Allah. Would the feelings of ‘Ali have
been hurt if he were present? If the answer were positive, then indeed the treason is

.committed

Ibn ‘Abbas, radhiyallahu ‘anhu, quoted this verse as applying to all cases where ‘Ali
:has been hurt

انیهم اباذع  مهل  دعأو  هرخلآاو  ایندلا  یف  هللا  مهنعل  هلوسرو  هللا  نوذؤی  نیذلا  نإ 

Verily, those who hurt Allah and His Messenger, Allah has cursed them in this world,
and in the Hereafter, and has prepared for them a humiliating torment.25

This is the case with ‘Ali. Whoever hurts the Prophet has hurt Allah. Therefore, Allah
will curse such a person in both this world and the next, and will throw him into
Hellfire. The same is exactly the case with ‘Ali. Whosoever hurts Amir al-Muminin has
hurt Allah too. As such, the same punishments that apply in the case of the Messenger

.also apply in the case of the Amir
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By contrast, if any believer - other than ‘Ali - had been hurt, the applicable laws are
:different! Our Creator states

انیبم امثإو  اناتهب  اولمتحا  دقف  اوبستکا  ام  ریغب  تانمؤملاو  نینمؤملا  نوذؤی  نیذلاو 

p: 306

And those who hurt the believing men and women undeservedly bear on themselves

the crime of slander and plain sin.26

This verse proves the absolute superiority of Amir al-Muminin over the entire Ummah.
If any Muslim is hurt – whether physically or emotionally – the first question to ask is:
did he deserve the hurt? In other words, there are cases when the body or feelings of
a believer can be deservedly hurt. In such cases, there is no retribution against the
person causing the hurt. Even then, where the hurt was undeserved, the offender is
only guilty of slander and sin. Therefore, the punishment is different from what is
applicable in the cases of the Messenger of Allah and Amir al-Muminin. Allah has
conjoined hurt of Himself with hurt of His Messenger with waw al-musharikah – the
conjunction of partnership. In other words, whatsoever applies for Allah, in any case
that He is hurt, also applies for His Messenger in any similar circumstance. So, since
Allah never deserves to be hurt, then His Messenger too is of the same status. By
extension, Amir al-Muminin as well can never be justifiably hurt. Allah has protected
both the Nabi and the Amir from ever deserving to be hurt, either physically or

.emotionally

Footnote
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Hadith Al-Ikhtiyar, Examining The Verse Of The Cave

:Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H) states
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انعم هللا  نأ  نزحت  هبحاصل لا  لوقی  ذإ  راغلا  یف  امه  ذإ  نینثا  یناث  اورفک  نیذلا  هجرخأ  ذإ  هللا  هرصن  دقف  هورصنت  لاإ  هللا  لوقی 

حص ام  ءاملعلا  لاق  دق  و   ... تاکرتشملاب صئاصخلاب لا  تبثت  امنإ  هیلـضفلأا  و  اعطق ...  رکب  یبأ  ریغل  لصحت  مل  هلیـضفلا  هذه  لثم  و 
هریغ اهیف  هکرشی  هل لا  صئاصخ  اهرثکأ  هلئاضف و  نم  اریثک  ناف  قیدصلا  فلاخب  هریغ  اهیف  هکراش  هکرتشم  یهف  لئاضفلا  نم  یلعل 

p: 309

Allah says: {If you help him not, for Allah did indeed help him when the disbelievers
drove him out, the second of two, when they both were in the cave, when he was

(saying to his companion: “Do not fear, surely Allah is with us.”} (9:40

This merit never reached absolutely anyone other than Abu Bakr ... And superiority is
established only through exclusive merits, and not through shared qualities ... The
scholars have said: “What has been authentically transmited among the merits of ‘Ali
are only shared qualities, which others too share with him, as opposed to al-Siddiq, for
lots of his merits and most of them are exclusive to him, and not shared with him by

anyone.”1

In other words, the above verse establishes the superiority of Abu Bakr over all the
:Sahabah. It contains his exclusive merit. Our Shaykh says further

هذه نوکتف  عامجلإا  هنسلا و  باتکلاب و  هباحصلا  نم  هریغل  لصحت  مل  هرجهلا  یق  رکب  یبلأ  تلصح  یتلا  هلیـضفلا  نأ  بیر  لاقیف لا 
ماملإا وه  نوکیف  هباحصلا  نم  مهریغ  یلع و  نامثع و  رمع و  نود  هل  هتباث  هیلضفلأا 

So, it is said that there is no doubt that the merit achieved by Abu Bakr during the
Hijrah, none other of the Sahabah achieved it, in accordance with the Book, the
Sunnah and the consensus (of the Sunni scholars). Therefore, this superiority
becomes established for him, and not for ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, ‘Ali or other Sahabah. As

such, he was the Imam.2

p: 310

:Our Shaykh’s line of argument goes like this

Whichever of the Sahabah had a merit which none other possessed was the best of . 1
.them
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.Such a Sahabi was also the true Imam among them . 3

In line with this reasoning, he argues – citing unnamed Sunni scholars as support -
that most of Abu Bakr’s “merits” were exclusive to him, and none of Amir al-Muminin’s
merits was exclusive to him! This is very strange though. Throughout this book of
ours, we have investigated only authentic ahadith on exclusive merits of ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-
salam, in the most authoritative Sunni sources! Our esteemed readers can

themselves verify this. Moreover, Imam al-Nasai (d. 303 H) authored a well-known

book – Khasais Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali (The Exclusive Merits of Amir al-Muminin ‘Ali) – in
which he compiled only Sunni ahadith on the exclusive merits of Imam ‘Ali! No similar

.book has ever been written for Abu Bakr, ‘Umar or ‘Uthman

Anyway, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah thinks that the Verse of the Cave above contains an
exclusive merit of Abu Bakr, which establishes his overall superiority and Imamah

over the Sahabah. In our view – as we will prove – the verse actually does the direct
opposite! It basically exposes Abu Bakr and all the Sunni-only “ahadith” about him in
very uncomfortable lights. It also totally brings down the Sunni creed, leaving it no

!chance of revival

:We will begin our analysis by looking first at the full text of the verse

هللا لزنأف  انعم  هللا  نإ  نزحت  هبحاـصل لا  لوقی  ذإ  راـغلا  یف  اـمه  ذإ  نینثا  یناـث  اورفک  نیذـلا  هجرخأ  ذإ  هللا  هرـصن  دـقف  هورـصنت  ـلاإ 
میکح زیزع  هللاو  ایلعلا  یه  هللا  هملکو  یلفسلا  اورفک  نیذلا  هملک  لعجو  اهورت  مل  دونجب  هدیأو  هیلع  هتنیکس 

p: 311

If you help him not, for Allah did indeed help him when the disbelievers drove him out
- the second of two when they both were in the cave - when he was saying to his
companion: “Do not fear, surely Allah is with us.” So, Allah sent down His sakinah upon
him, and helped him with forces which you saw not, and made the word of those who

disbelieved the lowermost, while it was the Word of Allah that became the uppermost,
and Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.3

The verse is primarily about the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi. The
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:following points can be deduced from it

The disbelievers drove him out of Makkah. So, he was ordered to migrate to . 1
.Madinah by Allah

.He was the second of two people, when they both were together in the cave . 3

Abu Bakr was the first of the two, as he was the only one present with him in the . 5
.cave. He has also been called the Prophet’s companion

Abu Bakr exhibited fear. So, the Messenger ordered him not to fear. The meaning of . 7
.the phrase “Allah is with us” will be discussed in detail soon

Allah ignored Abu Bakr, and sent down His sakinah upon His Prophet alone, and . 9
.further helped him alone with unseen forces

Through these actions, Allah made the plan of the disbelievers to fail, and His Own . 11
.Plan to succeed

:Particular attention must be paid to this part

p: 312

هبحاصل لوقی  ذإ  راغلا  یف  امه  ذإ  نینثا  یناث  اورفک  نیذلا  هجرخأ  ذإ  هللا  هرصن  دقف  هورصنت  لاإ 

If you help him not, for Allah did indeed help him when the disbelievers drove him out
- the second of two when they both were in the cave - and he was saying to his

companion

The expression “the second of two” is a description of the one who was driven out by
the disbelievers and helped by Allah. He was the second of two people in the cave,
and it was he who said what he said to his companion. This is so obvious from the text
of the verse. Meanwhile, Prof. Ibn Yasin, a contemporary Sunni mufassir, also states

:in support of our proposition under the verse

، هرصانو هب  کلذ  لعاف  انأف  هللا : لوقی  هثعب  نیح  هنأش  لوأ  یف  ناک  ام  رکذ  هورصنت ) لاإ  : ) دهاجم نع  حیحصلا  هدنسب  يربطلا  جرخأ 
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.نینثا یناث  وهو  كاذ  ذإ  هترصن  امک 

Al-Tabari records with his sahih chain from Mujahid that he said: “(If you help him not)
He mentioned what was his affair since He appointed him (on a prophetic mission).
Allah says: I do that with Him and I am his Helper, and I helped him when he was like

that, and he was the second of two.4

In very simple terms, the Messenger of Allah was the second of two as we have
stated. Abu Bakr was the first. Getting this part of the verse straight is extremely

crucial to our discussion. This is because the alleged “exclusive merit” of Abu Bakr in it
is only a widespread Sunni misconception that he was the one referred to as “the

:second of two”! For instance, Imam al-Bukhari (d. 256 H) records

p: 313

يرهزلا نع  رمعم  نع  ماشه  انربخأ  یسوم  نب  میهاربإ  انثدح 

هللا یلص  یبنلا  یفوت  موی  نم  دغلا  کلذو  ربنملا  یلع  سلج  نیح  هرخلآا  رمع  هبطخ  عمس  هنأ  هنع  هللا  یضر  کلام  نب  سنأ  ینربخأ 
کلذب دیری  انربدی  یتح  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  شیعی  نأ  وجرأ  تنک  لاق  ملکتی  تماص لا  رکب  وبأو  دهـشتف  ملـس  هیلع و 

هللا يده  امب  هب  نودتهت  ارون  مکرهظأ  نیب  لعج  دق  یلاعت  هللا  نإف  تام  دق  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  دمحم  کی  نإف  مهرخآ  نوکی  نأ 
اوموقف مکرومأب  نیملسملا  یلوأ  هنإف  نینثا  یناث  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  بحاص  رکب  ابأ  نإو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  ادمحم 

ربنملا یلع  هماعلا  هعیب  تناکو  هدعاس  ینب  هفیقس  یف  کلذ  لبق  هوعیاب  دق  مهنم  هفئاط  تناکو  هوعیابف 

Ibrahim b. Musa – Hisham – Ma’mar – al-Zuhri – Anas b. Malik, may Allah be pleased
:with him

I heard ‘Umar's second sermon which he delivered while he was sitting on the pulpit
on the day following the death of the Prophet, peace be upon him. He testified while

Abu Bakr was silent and did not say anything. He (‘Umar) said, “I wish that the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, had outlived all of us. But if Muhammad is
dead, Allah nonetheless has kept a light amongst you from which you can receive the
same guidance as Allah guided Muhammad, peace be upon him, with that. And Abu
Bakr is the companion of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him. He is (also) the
second of two. He is the most entitled person among the Muslims to manage your
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affairs. Therefore get up and swear allegiance to him.”5

p: 314

:Imam ‘Abd al-Razzaq (d. 211 H) has recorded the same report with the same chain

تام دق  دمحم  کی  نإف  دعب ...  امأ  رمع : لاق  مث  کلام ...  نب  سنأ  ینربخأ  لاق : يرهزلا  نع  رمعم  انربخأ  لاق : قازرلا  دـبع  انربخأ 
مث ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  ادمحم  هب  هللا  يده  امل  نودتهت  هب ، اومصتعاف  هللا  باتک  اذه  هب ، نودتهت  ارون  مکرهظأ  نیب  لعج  دق  هللا  نإف 

هوعیابف اوموقف ، مکرومأب ، سانلا  یلوأ  هنإو  نینثا ، یناثو  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  بحاص  هللا -  همحر  رکب  ابأ  نإ 

:Abd al-Razzaq – Ma’mar – al-Zuhri – Anas b. Malik‘

Then ‘Umar said: “... But if Muhammad is dead, Allah nonetheless has kept a light ... 
amongst you from which you can receive guidance. This is the Book of Allah. So, hold
fast to it. You will receive the same guidance as Allah guided Muhammad, peace be
upon him, with that. Then, Abu Bakr, may Allah be merciful to him, is the companion of
the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, AND the second of two. He is the most

entitled person among mankind to manage your affairs. Therefore get up and swear

allegiance to him.”6

:Commenting on these reports, al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) states

اهیف هکراشی  دق  هریغ  ناک  املو  اهفرـشل  هبحـصلا  مدق  نیتلا  نبا  لاق   ) خلا ملـسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  بحاص  رکب  ابأ  ناو  هلوق )
هللا یلص  یبنلا  دعب  نم  هفیلخلا  نوکی  نا  اهب  قحتـسا  یتلا  هلئاضف  مظعأ  یهو  نینثا  یناث  هنوک  وهو  رکب  وبأ  هب  درفنا  ام  اهیلع  فطع 

مکرومأب سانلا  یلوأ  هناو  لاق  کلذلو  ملسو  هیلع 

p: 315

His statement (Abu Bakr is the companion of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon
him, etc): Ibn al-Tin said: “He mentioned the companionship first due to its honour.
However, since others shared it with him (i.e. Abu Bakr), he (‘Umar) conjoined it with

what was exclusive to Abu Bakr, and that was his being the second of two, and it is the
greatest of his merits which entitled him to be the khalifah after the Prophet, peace be
upon him. This was why he (‘Umar) said: “He is the most entitled person among

mankind to manage your affairs”.7
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It is apparent that the Ahl al-Sunnah, based upon the submissions of ‘Umar and
others, consider Abu Bakr to have been the one referred to by Allah as “the second of

:two” in this verse

هللا لزنأف  انعم  هللا  نإ  نزحت  هبحاـصل لا  لوقی  ذإ  راـغلا  یف  اـمه  ذإ  نینثا  یناـث  اورفک  نیذـلا  هجرخأ  ذإ  هللا  هرـصن  دـقف  هورـصنت  ـلاإ 
اهورت مل  دونجب  هدیأو  هیلع  هتنیکس 

If you help him not, for Allah did indeed help him when the disbelievers drove him out
- the second of two when they both were in the cave – when he was saying to his
companion: “Do not fear, surely Allah is with us.” So, Allah sent down His sakinah upon

.him, and helped him with forces which you saw not

:If the Sunni theory were correct, then the following would be true

Allah helped Abu Bakr when the disbelievers drove him out. Allah did not help His . 1
.Messenger

p: 316

It was Abu Bakr who said to the Prophet “Do not fear, surely Allah is with us”. The . 3
.Messenger was the “companion” of Abu Bakr

Allah sent down sakinah upon Abu Bakr and helped him with unseen forces. He did . 5
.not send sakinah upon His Prophet and did not strengthen him with any forces

Would a believer ever make any of the above submissions? This is the grand Sunni
!dilemma

:The patent Sunni logic is this

.Abu Bakr was the second of two in the cave with the Messenger . 1

.Therefore, he was second in rank only to the Prophet . 3

The truth, however, is that Abu Bakr was actually the first of two, while the
Messenger of Allah was the second! By the Sunni logic, the Prophet was in reality
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!second in rank to Abu Bakr

Well, let us agree, for the sake of argument, that Abu Bakr was the one referred to as
“the second of two” in the Verse of the Cave. In that case, the Messenger was the first
of two. By Sunni logic, Abu Bakr then is the second highest ranking Muslim in this
Ummah, after the Prophet, due to his status in that verse. In other words, the first of
two is the first in the Ummah; and the second of two is the second in the Ummah. But,
does this arrangement really help the Ahl al-Sunnah? The best way to find out is

:through this hadith recorded by Imam al-Bukhari

p: 317

یف انأو  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلل  تلق   : لاق هنع  هللا  یـضر  رکب  یبأ  نع  سنأ  نع  تباث  نع  مامه  انثدح  نانـس  نب  دمحم  انثدـح 
امهثلاث هللا  نینثاب  رکب  ابأ  ای  کنظ  ام  لاقف  انرصبلأ  هیمدق  تحت  رظن  مهدحأ  نأ  ول  راغلا 

Muhammad b. Sinan – Hamam – Thabit – Anas – Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with

:him

I said to the Prophet, peace be upon him, while I was in the cave, “If any of them
should look under his feet, he would see us.” He said, "O Abu Bakr! What do you think

of two, the third of whom is Allah?”8

So, the Messenger is first of three, Abu Bakr the second, and Allah the third. By Sunni
logic therefore, Abu Bakr is superior to Allah?! May Allah forgive us and save us from

:such blasphemies. The above question of the Prophet was picked from this verse

یندأ لاو  مهـسداس  وه  لاإ  هسمخ  لاو  مهعبار  وه  لاإ  هثلاث  يوجن  نم  نوکی  ام  ضرلأا  یف  امو  تاوامـسلا  یف  اـم  ملعی  هللا  نأ  رت  ملأ 
اوناک ام  نیأ  مهعم  وه  لاإ  رثکأ  لاو  کلذ  نم 

Have you not seen that Allah knows whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is
on the earth? There is no private conversation of three, except He is their fourth, nor
five except He is their sixth, nor of less than that or more, except He is with them

wherever they may be.9

p: 318
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:Let us connect everything now. First, we have the verse

انعم هللا  نإ  نزحت  هبحاصل لا  لوقی  ذإ 

.” When he was saying to his companion: “Do not fear, surely Allah is WITH US

:Then the hadith

امهثلاث هللا  نینثاب  رکب  ابأ  ای  کنظ  ام  لاقف 

?” He said, “O Abu Bakr! What do you think of two, the third of whom is Allah

:Both sentences are then connected by Allah Himself

اوناک ام  نیأ  مهعم  وه  لاإ  رثکأ  لاو  کلذ  نم  یندأ  لاو  مهسداس  وه  لاإ  هسمخ  لاو  مهعبار  وه  لاإ  هثلاث  يوجن  نم  نوکی  ام 

There is no private conversation of three, except He is their fourth, nor five except He
is their sixth, nor of less than that or more, except He is WITH THEM wherever they

may be.10

It is obvious. Allah was with His Prophet and Abu Bakr, only in the sense that He was

present with them both in the cave. He was with them solely on account of His being
their third. However, this was no merit at all, much less an exclusive achievement!
Allah is similarly present with every single individual, or any number of individuals,
staying secretly anywhere. As such, He is present with even pagans and criminals

!whenever they plot their disbelief and evil deeds

Here, we get to the most serious aspect of the Verse of the Cave. The first undeniable
fact, at this stage, is that Allah ignored Abu Bakr and did not help him, even though

:there were two of them together in the cave

p: 319

راغلا یف  امه  ذإ  نینثا  یناث  اورفک  نیذلا  هجرخأ  ذإ  هللا  هرصن  دقف  هورصنت  لاإ 

If you help him not, for Allah did indeed help him when the disbelievers drove him out
.- the second of two when they both were in the cave
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:We ask: why? Allah has made a promise in His Book

O you who believe! If you help Allah, He will help you.11

So, was Abu Bakr a believer? Was he helping the Cause of Allah with his Hijrah? If the
answers to both questions were “yes”, then why did Allah refuse to help him? Or, is it
that Abu Bakr actually needed no help? In that case, why was he hiding with the
Prophet in the cave? The fact that Allah ignored Abu Bakr and did not help him raises

.red flags concerning his iman and his real intentions with his migration

:Allah provided two kinds of help in the cave

اهورت مل  دونجب  هدیأو  هیلع  هتنیکس  هللا  لزنأف 

So, Allah sent down His sakinah upon him, and helped him with forces which you saw
.not

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H) comments

{ اهورت مل  دونجب  هدیأو   : } لاق اذهلو  نیلوقلا ...  رهـشأ  یف  لوسرلا  یلع  يأ :  هیلع ،  هرـصنو  هدییأت  يأ :  هیلع } هتنیکـس  هللا  لزنأف  }
 ، هکئلاملا يأ :

So, Allah sent down His sakinah upon him}: meaning, (He sent down) His assistance}
and help upon him, that his, upon the Messenger according to the more popular of
two views ... This is why He said: {and helped him with forces which you saw not}, that

is, the angels.12

p: 320

When this verse was revealed – about ten years after the incident – some (if not all) of
the disbelievers who wanted to kill the Prophet that day had become Muslims. So, the
phrase “which you saw not” was apparently directed at them. Allah sent His sakinah
upon His Messenger, and further helped him with unseen forces, namely the angels.
Abu Bakr was ignored. The foundational fact to note about sakinah is that it is

:revealed into the heart
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مهنامیإ عم  انامیإ  اودادزیل  نینمؤملا  بولق  یف  هنیکسلا  لزنأ  يذلا  وه 

He it is Who sent down sakinah into the hearts of the believers, that they may grow
more in faith (iman) along with their (present) faith (iman).13

:The following points are clear from the verse

.Sakinah is revealed into the heart . 1

.It only strengthens the already existing iman (faith) in the heart . 3

As such, it never enters a heart with no iman (faith), since there would be nothing . 5
.for it to strengthen

In particular, before Allah sends down sakinah to any heart, He first looks at what is
:inside it to find iman

مهیلع هنیکسلا  لزنأف  مهبولق  یف  ام  ملعف  هرجشلا  تحت  کنوعیابی  ذإ  نینمؤملا  نع  هللا  یضر  دقل 

Indeed, Allah was pleased with the believers when they gave their ba’yah to you (O
Muhammad) under the tree. He knew what was in their hearts. Therefore, He sent

down sakinah upon them.14

The question is: why did Allah send down sakinah into the heart of His Prophet alone,
despite the presence of Abu Bakr with him? In similar cases, He had equally revealed

:it to whichever believer was with him

p: 321

نینمؤملا یلعو  هلوسر  یلع  هتنیکس  هللا  لزنأف 

So, Allah sent down His sakinah upon His Messenger and upon the believers.15

:And

اهورت مل  ادونج  لزنأو  نینمؤملا  یلعو  هلوسر  یلع  هتنیکس  هللا  لزنأ  مث 

Then Allah sent down His sakinah upon His Messenger and upon the believers, and
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sent down forces which you saw not.16

So, why did He exclude Abu Bakr in the cave? It is obvious that He checked the latter’s
heart, alongside that of His Prophet. Then, He decided to send His sakinah to His
Messenger only. We again ask our Sunni brothers: why? According to the Ahl al-
Sunnah, Abu Bakr was the sayyid of believers. If that were true, then his iman would

be the greatest among the Sahabah. In that case, Allah would certainly have blessed
him with His sakinah as He did with His Messenger. But, He did not! We ask once more:
why would Allah refuse to send sakinah into a heart filled with strong, undiluted iman?

Looking at everything, the only logical explanation is that Allah looked at the heart of
Abu Bakr and found no iman there. Therefore, He decided to send down His sakinah

.upon His Prophet alone

:Expectedly, Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah feels severely troubled by this conclusion

عضوملا اذه  لاإ  نینمؤملا  هعم  كرش  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یلع  هنیکـسلا  لازنإ  رکذ  ثیح  نآرقلا  نإ  یـضفارلا  لوق  امأو 
هنم مظعأ  صقن  لاو 

p: 322

رکذ دقو  نینح ...  هصق  یف  لاإ  کلذ  رکذـی  مل  لب  کلذـک  سیلو  هددـعتم  عضاوم  یف  کلذ  رکذ  هنأ  مهوی  اذـه  نأ  لاوأ  باوجلاف 
هنیکسلا لزنأ  يذلا  وه  هلوق  یلإ  حتفلا 1  هروس  انیبم  احتف  کل  انحتف  انإ  هلوق  یف  لوسرلا  مهعم  سیلو  نینمؤملا  یلع  هنیکـسلا  لازنإ 

لزنأف مهبولق  یف  ام  ملعف  هرجـشلا  تحت  کنوعیابی  ذإ  نینمؤملا  نع  هللا  یـضر  دـقل  هلوقو  هیـلآا  حـتفلا 4  هروس  نینمؤملا  بولق  یف 
حتفلا 18 هروس  مهیلع  هنیکسلا 

As for the statement of the Rafidhi that “the Qur’an, whenever it mentions the
descent of sakinah upon the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, always

conjoined the believers with him, except in this one place (i.e. in the cave), and there is
.” no disgrace worse than it

The first answer is that this one (i.e. the Rafidhi) hallucinates that it (i.e. the Qur’an)
mentions that (i.e. the descent of sakinah upon the Prophet and the believers
together) as having occurred at several places. But this is not so. Rather, it has not
mentioned that except in the story of Hunayn... It has (also) mentioned the descent of
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sakinah upon the believers and the Messenger was not included with them in His
Statement {Verily, We have given you [O Muhammad] a manifest victory} (48:1) until
His Statement {He it is Who sent down sakinah into the hearts of the believers} (48:4)
and His Statement {Indeed, Allah was pleased with the believers when they gave
their ba’yah to you [O Muhammad] under the tree. He knew what was in their hearts,

and He sent down sakinah upon them} (48:18)17

p: 323

First and foremost, the Rafidhi did not claim that sakinah was revealed upon the
:Prophet and the believers together at several places. His statement is very clear

عضوملا اذه  لاإ  نینمؤملا  هعم  كرش  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  یلع  هنیکـسلا  لازنإ  رکذ  ثیح  نآرقلا  نإ  یـضفارلا  لوق  امأو 
هنم مظعأ  صقن  لاو 

As for the statement of the Rafidhi that “the Qur’an, whenever it mentions the
descent of sakinah upon the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, always

conjoined the believers with him, except in this one place (i.e. in the cave), and there is
.no disgrace worse than it

To refute him, our Shaykh only has to show us a single place in the Qur’an where Allah
has revealed His sakinah upon His Prophet alone, without joining the believers with

him. The truth is: the Rafidhi was correct! The only instance where sakinah descended
upon the Messenger alone was during his stay in the cave with Abu Bakr. That indeed

.is a severe slur on the latter

Secondly, our Shaykh’s claim that sakinah descended upon the Prophet and the
believers together only at Hunayn (8 H), and at no other place, is equally untrue! The

:same thing occurred at al-Hudaybiyyah (6 H) too

اوناکو يوقتلا  هملک  مهمزلأو  نینمؤملا  یلعو  هلوسر  یلع  هتنیکس  هللا  لزنأف  هیلهاجلا  هیمح  هیمحلا  مهبولق  یف  اورفک  نیذلا  لعج  ذإ 
نیقلحم نینمآ  هللا  ءاش  نإ  مارحلا  دجـسملا  نلخدتل  قحلاب  ایؤرلا  هلوسر  هللا  قدص  دـقل  امیلع  ءیـش  لکب  هللا  ناکو  اهلهأو  اهب  قحأ 

ابیرق احتف  کلذ  نود  نم  لعجف  اوملعت  مل  ام  ملعف  نوفاخت  نیرصقمو لا  مکسوءر 

p: 324
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When those who disbelieve had put in their hearts pride and haughtiness, the pride
and haughtiness of Jahiliyyah, then Allah sent down His sakinah upon His Messenger

and upon the believers, and made them stick to the Word of Piety, and they were well

entitled to it and worthy of it. And Allah is the All-Knower of everything. Indeed Allah
shall fulfil the true vision which He showed to His Messenger. Certainly you shall enter
the Masjid al-Haram (in Makkah), insha Allah, secure, (some) having your heads
shaved, and (some) having your hair cut short, having no fear. He knew what you

knew not, and He granted besides that a near victory.18

This was two years before Hunayn, when the unbelievers – who were still in control of
Makkah – arrogantly prevented the Messenger and the believers from performing

Hajj there. Instead, the Muslims, headed by the Prophet, entered into a peace
agreement with the pagan Makkans, granting the latter lots of concessions. Allah then
promised the believers of a near conquest of Makkah. It happened soon thereafter, in

.a bloodless manner

In the light of the above fact, the fallacy of this submission of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah

:also comes to the fore

لزنأ يذلا  وه  هلوق  یلإ  حتفلا 1  هروس  انیبم  احتف  کل  انحتف  انإ  هلوق  یف  لوسرلا  مهعم  سیلو  نینمؤملا  یلع  هنیکسلا  لازنإ  رکذ  دقو 
مهبولق یف  ام  ملعف  هرجـشلا  تحت  کنوعیابی  ذإ  نینمؤملا  نع  هللا  یـضر  دقل  هلوقو  هیلآا  حتفلا 4  هروس  نینمؤملا  بولق  یف  هنیکـسلا 

حتفلا 18 هروس  مهیلع  هنیکسلا  لزنأف 

p: 325

It has (also) mentioned the descent of sakinah upon the believers and the Messenger

was not included with them in His Statement {Verily, We have given you [O
Muhammad] a manifest victory} (48:1) until His Statement {He it is Who sent down

sakinah into the hearts of the believers} (48:4) and His Statement {Indeed, Allah was

pleased with the believers when they gave their ba’yah to you [O Muhammad] under
the tree. He knew what was in their hearts, and He sent down sakinah upon them}

((48:18

All of those verses were revealed about al-Hudaybiyyah! Allah mentions His
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revelation of sakinah, on that occasion, upon His Prophet only once, and mentions its
descent upon the believers on the same occasion thrice – all of them in the same

Surah which was specifically sent down about that singular event. Yet, the bottomline

remains that the sakinah came upon the Messenger and the believers together at
!Hudaybiyyah

Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s lowly attempt to wreck the verses out of context and to
impose a misleading tag upon them does not augur well for his image as a scholar.
The truth remains: whenever sakinah descended upon the Prophet, it always also
descended upon all believers with him, excluding only the hypocrites and the pagans.
Moreover, Allah never excluded His Messenger from His sakinah while sending it upon

.the believers present with him

This takes us back to the beginning. Why did Allah exclude Abu Bakr from His sakinah,
?even though he was with His Prophet

p: 326

:Having failed woefully in his “first answer”, our Shaykh attempts a second

یلإ دـئاع  هنإ  لاق  نم  مهنمف  هبوتلا 40  هروس  هیلع  هتنیکـس  هللا  لزنأف  یلاعت  هلوق  یف  ریمـضلا  دوع  یف  اوعزانت  دـق  سانلا  ایناث  لاـقیو 
لزنأف هنیکسلا  لازنإ  یلإ  اجاتحم  ناک  هنلأو  نیروکذملا  برقأ  هنلأ  رکب  یبأ  یلإ  دئاع  هنإ  لاق  نم  مهنمو  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا 
لاحلا هذه  یف  اهنع  اینغتسم  ناک  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلاو  هرجـشلا  تحت  هوعیاب  نیذلا  نینمؤملا  یلع  اهلزنأ  امک  هیلع  هنیکـسلا 

یلإ هتلغبب  هقوسو  هوحن  ودـعلا  لابقإو  هباحـصأ  روهمج  مازهنلا  اهیلإ  اجاتحم  ناک  هنإـف  نینح  موی  اـهلازنإ  فـلاخب  هتنینأـمط  لاـمکل 
ودعلا

It is said, secondly: people disagree on exactly who was intended with His statement

{So Allah sent down His sakinah upon him) in Surah al-Tawbah (9), verse 40 [i.e. the
Verse of the Cave]. Some of them say that it refers to the Prophet, peace be upon him,
and some of them say it refers to Abu Bakr, because he was the last mentioned

character before the statement, and because he needed the descent of sakinah.
Therefore, He sent down sakinah upon him as He sent it down upon the believers who

gave the ba’yah under the tree. And the Prophet, peace be upon him, did not need it in
this condition, due to his perfect calm, as opposed to its descent on the Day of
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Hunayn, for he was then (i.e. at Hunayn) in need of it due to the flight of the majority

of his Sahabah (from the battlefield), and the approach of the enemy troops, and his
drive with his female mule towards the enemy troops.19

p: 327

This one is even far worse! To begin with, suggesting that the sakinah descended
upon Abu Bakr in the Verse of the Cave, and not the Prophet, is high blasphemy. Let us

:have a renewed look at the verse

هللا لزنأف  انعم  هللا  نإ  نزحت  هبحاـصل لا  لوقی  ذإ  راـغلا  یف  اـمه  ذإ  نینثا  یناـث  اورفک  نیذـلا  هجرخأ  ذإ  هللا  هرـصن  دـقف  هورـصنت  ـلاإ 
اهورت مل  دونجب  هدیأو  هیلع  هتنیکس 

If you help him not, for Allah did indeed help him when the disbelievers drove him out
- the second of two when they both were in the cave – when he was saying to his
companion: “Do not fear, surely Allah is with us.” So, Allah sent down His sakinah upon

.him, and helped him with forces which you saw not

For Allah’s sake, why would He help Abu Bakr with angels, at the expense of His
Messenger?! Besides, is the verse not clear enough about who was helped? The world

is strange, indeed. The context of the verse has perfectly removed any need for any
grammatical acrobatics in understanding its meaning. What our Shaykh suggests only
applies where there is ambiguity in the statement. There is none here. Anyway, as
stated by al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir, the majority of Sunni scholars agree with the apparent

:teaching of the verse

نیلوقلا رهشأ  یف  لوسرلا  یلع  يأ :  هیلع ،  هرصنو  هدییأت  يأ :  هیلع } هتنیکس  هللا  لزنأف  }

So, Allah sent down His sakinah upon him}: meaning, (He sent down) His assistance}
and help upon him, that his, upon the Messenger according to the more popular of

two views.20

p: 328

Our Shaykh also suggests that sakinah is revealed to remove fear and restore calm, a
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:submission completely contradictory to the Qur’an

مهنامیإ عم  انامیإ  اودادزیل  نینمؤملا  بولق  یف  هنیکسلا  لزنأ  يذلا  وه 

He it is Who sent down sakinah into the hearts of the believers, THAT THEY MAY

GROW MORE IN FAITH (IMAN) along with their (present) faith (iman).21

It is not about fear. It is about iman. Since growth in iman is needed in both periods of
calm and unrest, then the foundation of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah’s second “answer”
collapses at this point. Besides, the Messenger of Allah was perfectly calm at al-
Hudaybiyyah, as our Shaykh himself confesses. Yet, Allah sent down His sakinah upon
him. Interestingly, the believers were also calm then, and He still sent down His
sakinah upon them! Where has our Shaykh got his idea that the Prophet did not need
sakinah at al-Hudaybiyyah or in the cave? Is he accusing Allah of doing needless
things, by sending down His sakinah upon His Messenger when the latter did not need
it? This reveals the extent to which some people can go to blaspheme Allah and His

!Prophet just to uplift Abu Bakr

”: Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah now moves to his final “answer

هللاو هبحاص  وهو  عیطم  عبات  رکب  وبأو  عاطملا  عوبتملا  وه  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلاو  انعم  هللا  نإ  هبحاصل  لاق  اـمل  اذـه  یلع  لاـقی 
نأ جتحی  ملو  مزلا  عبات  بحاص  هنإف  لاحلا  مکحب  اضیأ  عباتلل  کلذ  ناک  دـییأتو  هنیکـس  لاحلا  هذـه  یف  عوبتملل  لصح  اذإف  امهعم 

دییأتلا یف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  هکراشم  بجوت  یتلا  هبحاصملاو  همزلاملا  لامکل  رکب  وبأ  انه  رکذی 

p: 329

It is said upon this: when he said to his companion, “Allah is with us”, the Prophet,
peace be upon him, was the leader while Abu Bakr was the follower and was his
companion, and Allah was with them both. So when sakinah and help got to the leader
in this circumstance, it also got to the follower in the same circumstance. This is
because he was a companion and a sticking follower, and there was no need here to
mention Abu Bakr here, due to the perfect connection and companionship, which

necessitated his benefitting in the help along with the Prophet, peace be upon him.22

Put in clearer words, Abu Bakr was a necessary beneficiary of Allah’s Help to His
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Messenger. So, the Qur’an sees no need to mention the former’s name again. Well, it
might truly be said that Abu Bakr also benefitted from Allah’s provision of security to
His Prophet. However, the same cannot be said about His sakinah, which has to do

:only with the growth of iman in the heart

مهنامیإ عم  انامیإ  اودادزیل  نینمؤملا  بولق  یف  هنیکسلا  لزنأ  يذلا  وه 

He it is Who sent down sakinah into the hearts of the believers, THAT THEY MAY

GROW MORE IN FAITH (IMAN) along with their (present) faith (iman).23

It would be very illogical to claim that a growth in iman by the Messenger of Allah
somehow also means a similar situation for Abu Bakr. This is why, at al-Hudaybiyyah,
despite that the believers among the Sahabah present there were also “companions”
and “sticking followers” of the Prophet, Allah still saw the need to separately send

:down sakinah upon them

p: 330

نینمؤملا یلعو  هلوسر  یلع  هتنیکس  هللا  لزنأف 

So, Allah sent down His sakinah upon His Messenger and upon the believers.24

Interestingly, the believing Sahabah at al-Hudaybiyyah – along with the Prophet -
were in perfect calm, and not in fear. Nonetheless, Allah revealed His sakinah upon
them. This further debunks the notion of Shaykh Ibn Taymiyyah that sakinah is sent
down only to remove fears in precarious situations. How would he explain what Allah
did at al-Hudaybiyyah? On the other hand, Abu Bakr displayed demeaning levels of

:fear in the cave

انعم هللا  نإ  نزحت  هبحاصل لا  لوقی  ذإ 

.” When he was saying to his companion: “Do not fear, surely Allah is with us

He did not say it once! He was repeatedly saying it to him. The meaning would have
been different if Allah had said “while he was saying....” or “when he said.... ”. Abu Bakr,
apparently, did not have sufficient belief in the words of the Messenger of Allah. This
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was why he did not calm down even though the Prophet had assured him of Allah’s
Presence. Allah was certainly aware of their situation, and would surely help them
both if He found iman and sincerity in their hearts. But, even after repeated

.assurances by the Messenger of Allah, Abu Bakr was still in fear

What exactly did he doubt? The presence of Allah with them? The existence of Allah?
The nubuwwah of Muhammad? His own iman and sincerity? Is there really any
justification for Abu Bakr’s failure to believe the Prophet? That was thirteen years
after he supposedly accepted Islam! Since he was like that after so many years, what

guarantees were there that he became better during the ten, more prosperous and
more politicized years of the Madinan era? How could he even have doubted at all a
single letter uttered by the Messenger if he really was a believer? No wonder, when

Allah looked into Abu Bakr’s heart during his stay in the cave, He refused to send
.down His sakinah upon him

p: 331
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In the cave, the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa alihi, repeatedly assured Abu
:Bakr of Allah’s Presence. But it did not work

انعم هللا  نإ  نزحت  هبحاصل لا  لوقی  ذإ 

.” When he was saying to his companion: “Do not fear, surely Allah is with us

p: 333

:Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 H) comments about this verse

أجلف هفاحق ،  یبأ  نب  رکب  یبأ  هبحاصو  هقیِّدـص  هبحـص  اًبراه  مهنم  جرخف  هیفن ،  وأ  هسبح  وأ  هلتقب  نوکرـشملا  مه  امل  هرجهلا ،  ماع 
نأ عزجی  هنع ،  هللا  یضر  رکب ،  وبأ  لعجف  هنیدملا ،  وحن  اریسی  مث  مهراثآ ،  یف  اوجرخ  نیذلا  بُلََّطلا  عجریل  مایأ  هثلاث  روث  راغ  یلإ 
ابأ ای  لوقیو " :  هتِّبثیَو  هنِّکسَُی  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  لعجف  يذأ ،  مهنم  ملاـسلا  هیلع  لوسرلا ،  یلإ  صلخیف  دحأ ،  مهیلع  علَّطیَ 

" امهثلاث هللا  نینثاب  کنظ  ام  رکب ، 

During the year of the Hijrah, the pagans tried to kill, imprison or expel him (i.e the
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Prophet). So, he escaped with his friend and companion, Abu Bakr b. Abi Quhafah, to
the Thawr Cave. They remained in there for three days. So the scouts who were sent
in their pursuit returned, and they proceeded to Madinah. (While in the cave), Abu
Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, was afraid that they might be discovered by
someone, that some harm might come to the Messenger, peace be upon him, from

.them

Therefore, the Prophet, peace be upon him, kept reassuring him and strengthening
his resolve, saying, “O Abu Bakr! What do you think of two, the third of whom is

Allah?”1

Apparently, one word was not enough for Abu Bakr. When the Prophet mentioned the
presence of Allah the first time, he obviously noticed that his companion was not
convinced. So, he kept repeating it, telling him not to fear. The Sunni argument is that
Abu Bakr only had great, uncontrollable fears for the life and safety of the Messenger

.of Allah. Well, there is nothing in the verse or hadith remotely suggesting that

p: 334

By contrast, the words of the Prophet, “Allah is with us”, suggest that Abu Bakr’s fears
were about both of them together in the cave. Otherwise, he would have said, “Allah is
with me”, placing the emphasis upon himself. Abu Bakr’s fears about the Prophet
could also have actually been self-serving! Their fates were interconnected in that
dire situation. If the Messenger fell into any danger, Abu Bakr was sure to have a

.good taste of it too. So, he wanted the Prophet safe, so that he too could be safe

What support our contention – that Abu Bakr did not really care about the Prophet’s
life – are his latter actions on the battlefields. For instance, he abandoned the
Messenger of Allah to the mercy of the pagans on different days of battle, and fled

:away, again and again, with his life from jihad. Imam Muslim (d. 261 H) records

لاق نامیلـس ) نبا  وهو   ) رمتعملا انثدح  اولاق  یلعلأادبع  نب  دمحمو  يوارکبلا  رمع  نب  دماحو  یمدـقملا  رکب  یبأ  نب  دـمحم  انثدـح 
یلـص هللا  لوسر  نهیف  لتاق  یتلا  مایلأا  کلت  ضعب  یف  ملـس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  عم  قبی  مل  لاق  ناـمثع  یبأ  نع  یبأ  تعمس 

امهثیدح نع  دعسو  هحلط  ریغ  ملس  هیلع و  هللا 
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Muhammad b. Abi Bakr al-Muqaddami, Hamid b. ‘Umar al-Bakrawi and Muhammad b.
:‘Abd al-A’la – al-Mu’tamar (and he is Ibn Sulayman) – father – Abu ‘Uthman

None remained with the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, on some of the days“
in which the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, was fighting apart from Talhah

and Sa’d. They both (i.e. Talhah and Sa’d) narrated that to me.”2

p: 335

On several expeditions of the Prophet, Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman fled and
escaped from battle! They ran way, and did not look back, knowing fully well that their

.actions could get the Prophet killed, injured or imprisoned

In any case, what matters to our discussion in this chapter is that Abu Bakr doubted
the assurances of the Messenger of Allah while they both were in danger, in the cave.
He was unconvinced by them. Therefore, when Allah sent down His sakinah, He
excluded him. The same thing happened with ‘Umar later on the Day of al-
Hudaybiyyah. Imam Ibn Hibban (d. 354 H) records his own words concerning what he

:did on that day

لوسر تسلأ  تلقف  ملسو  هیلع  هللا  یلص  یبنلا  تیتاف  ذئموی  لاإ  تملسأ  ذنم  تککش  ام  هللاو  هیلع  هللا  ناوضر  باطخلا  نب  رمع  لاقف 
قح هللا 

So, ‘Umar b. al-Khaṭṭab, may Allah be pleased with him, said (about the Day of al-
Hudaybiyyah): “By Allah! I never doubted since I accepted Islam EXCEPT on that day.
So, I went to the Prophet, peace be upon him, and said, ‘Are you not truly the

Messenger of Allah?’”3

:Allamah al-Albani (d. 1420 H) comments‘

حیحص

Sahih4

:Moreover, Shaykh al-Arnauṭ agrees
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حیحص ثیدح 

It is a sahih hadith5

He doubted the nubuwwah of Muhammad on that day! This removed him from the
ranks of believers. So, when Allah sent down His sakinah, He excluded ‘Umar, and

:whoever was like him

p: 336

نینمؤملا یلعو  هلوسر  یلع  هتنیکس  هللا  لزنأف 

So, Allah sent down His sakinah upon His Messenger and upon the believers.6

:And

مهیلع هنیکسلا  لزنأف  مهبولق  یف  ام  ملعف  هرجشلا  تحت  کنوعیابی  ذإ  نینمؤملا  نع  هللا  یضر  دقل 

He knew what was in their hearts. Therefore, He sent down sakinah upon them.7

:At this point, it is apposite to quote this verse

نوقداصلا مه  کئلوأ  هللا  لیبس  یف  مهسفنأو  مهلاومأب  اودهاجو  اوباتری  مل  مث  هلوسرو  اللهاب  اونمآ  نیذلا  نونمؤملا  امنإ 

The believers are only those who have believed in Allah and His Messenger, and do
not doubt afterwards, and they do jihad with their wealth and with their lives, for the

Cause of Allah. They are the truthful ones.8

Did Abu Bakr and ‘Umar ever doubt Allah or His Messenger after they had accepted
Islam? Did Abu Bakr and ‘Umar ever shield their lives from jihad by running away?

Were they true believers then? Can people like them really be the best ones in this
Ummah after our Prophet? What about those of the Sahabah, like Imam ‘Ali, ‘alaihi al-
salam, and perhaps others, who never doubted after their acceptance of Islam, and

?who never fled the battlefield? How could they have been inferior

How can a doubter be superior to a firm, unshakable believer? How can someone who

escapes with his life from jihad be better than someone who completely sold his life to
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Allah? How can someone who abandoned the Messenger of Allah in fatal danger and
ran to save his own life be more valuable than another who placed his life in the midst

?of pagan swords so that the Prophet could live

p: 337

Most importantly, the Messenger also specifically named the second best of the
entirety of this Ummah – during his lifetime – after himself. It is in Hadith al-Ikhtiyar,

(: recorded by Imam al-Tabarani (d. 360 H

دهاجم نع  حیجن  یبأ  نبا  نع  رمعم  نع  قازرلا  دبع  انث  لااق :  يرمعملا  یلع  نب  نسحلا  يروباسین و  دنجلا  تاباج  نب  دمحم  انثدـح 
ءیش هل  سیل  ریقف  لجر  نم  ینتجوز  هللا  لوسر  ای  همطاف :  تلاق  ایلع  همطاف  ملس  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  یبنلا  جوز  امل  لاق  سابع  نبا  نع 

كوبأ امهدـحأ  نیلجر  ضرلأا  لهأ  نم  راتخا  لج  زع و  هللا  نأ  همطاـف  اـی  اـی  نیـضرت  اـمأ  ملـس :  هیلع و  هللا  یلـص  هللا  لوسر  لاـقف 
کجوز رخلآاو 

Muhammad b. Jabat al-Jund Naysaburi AND al-Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Ma’mari – ‘Abd al-
:Razzaq – Ma’mar – Ibn Abi Najih – Mujahid – Ibn ‘Abbas

When the Prophet, peace be upon him, married Faṭimah to ‘Ali, Faṭimah said, “O
Messenger of Allah! You are marrying me to a poor man who has nothing.” So, the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, “Are you not pleased, O Faṭimah, that
Allah the Almighty the Most Glorious chose, from the people of the earth, two men:

one of them is your father and the other is your husband?”9

:Concerning the First Narrator B, ‘Allamah al-Albani states

ظفاح قودص  وه  يرمعملا ...  یلع  نب  نسحلا 

Al-Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Ma’mari ... He is saduq (very truthful), a hafiz (hadith scientist).10

p: 338

:Al-Hafiz (d. 852 H) says something similar

هلحرلاو ملعلا  عساو  ظفاحلا  يرمعملا  بیبش  نب  یلع  نب  نسحلا 

ALI: THE BEST OF THE SAHABAHGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 307 of 329

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Shabib al-Ma’mari: the hafiz (hadith scientist), very knowledgeable

and widely travelled (in search of knowledge).11

:And Imam al-Dhahabi (d. 748 H) corroborates them

.يرمعملا يدادغبلا  بیبش  نب  یلع  نب  نسحلا  یلع ، وبأ  قارعلا ، ثدحم  عرابلا ، دوجملا ، ظفاحلا ، ماملاا ،  : يرمعملا

Al-Ma’mari: the Imam, the hafiz (hadith scientist), the generous, the pious, the hadith
master of ‘Iraq, Abu ‘Ali al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Shabib al-Baghdadi al-Ma’mari.12

:Imam al-Hakim (d. 403 H) has equally documented his chain in his Mustadrak

 .... یملسلا رامع  نب  ماشه  انث  يرهزلا  بعصم  وبأ  انث  يرمعملا  یلع  نب  نسحلا  انث  یفقثلا  بوقعی  نب  دمحأ  دیعس  وبأ  انثدح 

Abu Sa’id Ahmad b. Ya’qub al-Thaqafi – al-Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Ma’mari – Abu Mus’ab al-
Zuhri - Hisham b. ‘Ammar al-Sulami....13

:Al-Hakim says about the chain

دانسلإا حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith has a sahih chain.14

:And al-Dhahabi corroborates him

حیحص

Sahih15

(. This proves that al-Ma’mari was thiqah (trustworthy

:Al-Hafiz also states about the second narrator

ظفاح هقث  یناعنصلا  رکب  وبأ  مهلاوم  يریمحلا  عفان  نب  مامه  نب  قازرلا  دبع 

Abd al-Razzaq b. Hammam b. Nafi’ al-Humayri, their freed slave, Abu Bakr al-San’ani:‘
Thiqah (trustworthy), hafiz (a hadith scientist).16
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:He further says about the third narrator

p: 339

لضاف تبث  هقث  نمیلا  لیزن  يرصبلا  هورع  وبأ  مهلاوم  يدزلأا  دشار  نب  رمعم 

Ma’mar b. Rashid al-Azdi, their freed slave, Abu ‘Urwah al-Basri, he lived in Yemen:
Thiqah (trustworthy), thabt (accurate), fadhil (meritorious).17

:The fourth narrator is like him, as confirmed by Imam al-Dhahabi

.تاقثلا همئلأا  نم  وهو  ءاطعو ، دهاجم ، نع  ذخأ  .ریسفتلا  بحاص  یکملا ، حیجن  یبأ  نب  هللا  دبع 

Abd Allah b. Abi Najih al-Makki: the scholar of tafsir. He learnt from Mujahid and ‘Aṭa‘
and was one of the thiqah (trustworthy) Imams.18

:Al-Hafiz adds

سلد امبرو  ردقلاب  یمر  هقث  مهلاوم  یفقثلا  راسی  وبأ  یکملا  راسی  حیجن  یبأ  نب  هللا  دبع 

Abd Allah b. Abi Najih Yasar al-Makki, Abu Yasar al-Thaqafi, their freed slave: Thiqah ‘
(trustworthy), accused of believing in fatalism, and maybe he practised tadlis.19

There is a probability that he practised tadlis. It is not definite. In any case, his ‘an-‘an
reports from Mujahid are accepted as sahih. For instance, Imam Muslim records this

:chain in his Sahih

نع دهاجم  نع  حـیجن  یبأ  نب  هللادـبع  ینثدـح  عفان  نب  میهاربإ  ینثدـح  بابحلا  نب  دـیز  انثدـح  یناولحلا  یلع  نب  نسح  ینثدـحو 
اهنع هللا  یضر  هشئاع 

Hasan b. ‘Ali al-Halwani – Zayd b. al-Habab – Ibrahim b. Nafi’ – ‘Abd Allah b. Abi Najih –
Mujahid – ‘Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her.20

:Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (d. 241 H) also records

نب بعک  نع  یلیل  یبأ  نب  نمحرلا  دـبع  نع  دـهاجم  نع  حـیجن  یبأ  نب  نع  رمعم  انث  قازرلا  دـبع  اـنث  یبأ  ینثدـح  هللا  دـبع  انثدـح 
هرجع
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p: 340

Abd Allah (b. Ahmad) – my father (Ahmad b. Hanbal) – ‘Abd al-Razzaq – Ma’mar – Ibn‘
Abi Najih – Mujahid – ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Layli – Ka’b b. ‘Ujrah.21

:And Shaykh al-Arnanuṭ comments

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.22

:Imam al-Hakim is not left out

نع حـیجن  یبأ  نبا  نع  ءاقرو  انث  سایإ  یبأ  نب  مدآ  انث  نیـسحلا  نب  میهاربإ  اـنث  نادـمهب  یـضاقلا  نسحلا  نب  نمحرلا  دـبع  ینربخأ 
امهنع هللا  یضر  سابع  نبا  نع  دهاجم 

Abd al-Rahman b. al-Hasan al-Qadi – Ibrahim b. al-Husayn – Adam b. Abi Iyas –‘
Waraqa – Ibn Abi Najih – Mujahid – Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with them

both.23

:Al-Hakim states

نیخیشلا طرش  یلع  حیحص  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is sahih upon the standard of the two Shaykhs.24

:Imam al-Dhahabi concurs

ملسمو يراخبلا  طرش  یلع 

Sahih) upon the standard of al-Bukhari and Muslim.25)

:Imam al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 H) has documented a similar chain

دوعسم نبا  نع  رمعم  یبأ  نع  دهاجم  نع  حیجن  یبأ  نبا  نع  نایفس  انثدح  رمع  یبأ  نبا  انثدح 

Ibn Abi ‘Umar – Sufyan – Ibn Abi Najih – Mujahid – Abi Ma’mar – Ibn Mas’ud26
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:Al-Tirmidhi says

حیحص نسح  ثیدح  اذه 

This hadith is hasan sahih.27

:Allamah al-Albani agrees too‘

p: 341

حیحص

Sahih28

:Imam Abu Ya’la (d. 307 H) records as well

سابع نبا  نع  دهاجم  نع  حیجن  یبأ  نب  هللا  دبع  نع  قاحسإ  نب  دمحم  انربخأ  نوراه  نب  دیزی  انربخأ  ریهز  انثدح 

Zuhayr – Yazid b. Harun – Muhammad b. Ishaq – ‘Abd Allah b. Abi Najih – Mujahid –
Ibn ‘Abbas.29

:Shaykh Dr. Asad comments

حیحص هدانسإ 

Its chain is sahih30

And finally, Imam Ibn Khuzaymah (d. 311 H) has documented this chain in his Sahih
:too

سابع نبا  نع  دهاجم  نع  حیجن  یبأ  نب  هللا  دبع  نع  دمحم  نع  یلعلأا  دبع  انث  يزرجلا  بوقعی  نب  لضفلا  انث 

Al-Fadhl b. Ya’qub al-Hirzi – ‘Abd al-A’la – Muhammad – ‘Abd Allah b. Abi Najih –
Mujahid – Ibn ‘Abbas.31

:Shaykh Dr. al-A’zami states

حیحص هدانسإ 
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Its chain is sahih.32

At this point, it is needless to prove that Mujahid, the last narrator of Hadith al-
Ikhtiyar – was also thiqah (trustworthy). However, we shall still do so, in case there is

:someone who prefers that. Al-Hafiz says about him

ملعلا یفو  ریسفتلا  یف  مامإ  هقث  یکملا  مهلاوم  یموزخملا  جاجحلا  وبأ  هدحوملا  نوکسو  میجلا  حتفب  ربج  نب  دهاجم 

Mujahid b. Jabr, Abu al-Hajjaj al-Makhzumi, their freed slave, al-Makki: Thiqah
(trustworthy), an Imam in tafsir and in (religious) knowledge.33

With this, it becomes absolutely proven that Hadith al-Ikhtiyar is sahih. All its
narrators are thiqah (trustworthy), and there is no disconnection whatsoever in the
chain. The hadith establishes that Allah chose only Muhammad and ‘Ali – in a special
selection - out of all the people of the earth. It is clear from the text that Allah had not
chosen anyone else among them before He chose the two. As such, whatever other

.selections were made by Him, apparently, came after this first, unique selection

p: 342

The Qur’an makes it absolutely clear that creation and choosing are exclusive divine
:functions

هریخلا مهل  ناک  ام  راتخیو  ءاشی  ام  قلخی  کبرو 

And your Lord creates whatever He wills, and He chooses. They have no right to
choose.34

:Among those He chose was His Messenger, Musa

یحوی امل  عمتساف  کترتخا  انأو 

And I have chosen you. So listen to that which is inspired to you.35

:He equally chose the Israelites

نیملاعلا یلع  ملع  یلع  مهانرتخا  دقلو 
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And We had knowingly chosen them above the worlds.36

:The chosen ones, of course, are also the best

رایخلأا نیفطصملا  نمل  اندنع  مهنإو 

And with Us, they are verily from the chosen ones, the best.37

So, when Allah chose His Messenger and Amir al-Muminin out of all the people of the
earth, He was basically declaring them both as the best of all. Since Abu Bakr, ‘Umar,
and ‘Uthman were alive at that time, it is obvious that both Muhammad and ‘Ali were

better than them, by Allah’s Own Decree. These facts are very uncomfortable to
.mainstream Sunni teachings, and pose an existential threat to Sunni Islam as a whole

If the khilafah of Abu Bakr collapses, nothing else can survive from the Sunni
madhhab. This is why Sunnis generally feel very uneasy about Hadith al-Ikhtiyar.

:Perhaps, it is also why ‘Allamah al-Albani grades the authentic hadith in this manner

p: 343

عوضوم

Mawdu’ (fabricated)38

Fabricated?! By who? By the thiqah (trustworthy) narrators?! Then, our ‘Allamah

:states

.راسی نب  لقعمو  یللاهلا ، یلعو  يراصنلأا ، بویأ  یبأو  سابع ، نب  هللا  دبعو  هریره ، یبأ  ثیدح  نم  يور 

It is narrated by Abu Hurayrah, ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas, Abu Ayub al-Ansari, ‘Ali al-Hilali
and Ma’qil b. Yasar.39

Five Sahabah! That is enough to make it mutawatir by the standards of some Sunni
muhadithun! What exactly is the problem with our dear ‘Allamah al-Albani? The worst

part of it all is that the ‘Allamah – whether deliberately or by mistake – omits the
sanad of al-Ma’mari above in his extensive discussion against the authenticity of the
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!hadith

This, of course, makes it possible for him to reject it! However, if he had included that
sahih chain in his analysis, the story would have been far different. It is unclear how
the ‘Allamah misses that sanad of al-Ma’mari, despite that he has quoted other chains
of the same hadith from the same Mu’jam al-Kabir of al-Tabarani! In any case,
‘Allamah al-Albani’s verdict upon the hadith is based upon incomplete research. As

.such, it is void

Sadly, our ‘Allamah takes things even more disturbing levels – to an all-time low - with

this comment of his over a chain that has some common names with that of al-
:Ma’mari

یف رمعم  یخأ  نبا  هلخدأ  امم  اًضیأ  ثیدحلا  اذه  نوکی  نأ  لامتحا  یهو  هتحـص ، یف  حدـقت  يرخأ  هلع  هیف  یقبل  هنع ؛ تبث  هنأ  ولو 
اًیضفار ناک  هنإف  رمعم ؛ بتک 

p: 344

Even if it is established from him (i.e. ‘Abd al-Razzaq), there is still another defect in it
which discredits its authenticity. It is the possibility that this hadith too is one of those
things which the nephew of Ma’mar inserted into the books of Ma’mar, for he (that

nephew) was a Rafidhi.40

Possibility?! Mere conjecture? So, there is no concrete evidence? But even then, no
such possibility ever exists, to begin with! We will simply round off this chapter with

:this angry reply of the Sunni hadith master, ‘Allamah al-Maghribi

دجوی فیکو  رمعمل .  خأ  فرعی  لاو  هل ،  دوجو  یمهو لا  صخـش  رمعم ، یخأ  نبا  نأ  کلذ :  نایبو  ادـج ،  لطاب  ملاک  اذـه  تلق : 
؟  ملاسلا هیلع  یسیع  ریغ  بأ  نودب  نبا 

I say: This is complete nonsense! The reason for this is: That nephew of Ma’mar was

only an imaginary figure. He never existed! Ma’mar was not known to have any
brother. How could a son exist without a father, apart from ‘Isa, peace be upon him?

41
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?Are those who know equal to those who do not know

al-Zumar: 9

:Introduction
Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan, from 2007, under the authority of
Ayatollah Haj SayyedHasanFaqihImami (God blesses his soul), by sincere and daily
efforts of university and seminary elites and sophisticated groups began its activities
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. in religious, cultural and scientific fields

:Manifesto

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan in order to facilitate and
accelerate the accessibility of researchers to the books and tools of research, in the
field of Islamic science, and regarding the multiplicity and dispersion of active centers

 in this field
and numerous and inaccessible sources by a mere scientific intention and far from
any kind of social, political, tribal and personal prejudices and currents, based on
performing a project in the shape of (management of produced and published works

from all Shia centers) tries to provide a rich and free collection of books and research
papers for the experts, and helpful contents and discussions for the educated
generation and all classes of people interested in reading, with various formats in the

. cyberspace
:Our Goals are

(propagating the culture and teachings of Thaqalayn (Quran and Ahlulbayt p.b.u.t-
encouraging the populace particularly the youth in investigating the religious issues-

 replacing useful contents with useless ones in the cellphones, tablets and computers-
providing services for seminary and university researchers-

spreading culture study in the publich-
paving the way for the publications and authors to digitize their works-

:Policies
acting according to the legal licenses-

relationship with similar centers-
avoiding parallel working-

merely presenting scientific contents-
 mentioning the sources-

.It’s obvious that all the responsibilities are due to the author

:Other activities of the institute
Publication of books, booklets and other editions-
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Holding book reading competitions-
Producing virtual, three dimensional exhibitions, panoramas of religious and tourism-

places

.Producing animations, computer games and etc-
Launching the website with this address: www.ghaemiyeh.com-

 Fabricatingdramatic and speech works-
Launching the system of answering religious, ethical and doctrinal questions-

Designing systems of accounting, media and mobile, automatic and handy systems,-
web kiosks

 Holding virtual educational courses for the public-
Holding virtual teacher-training courses-

Producing thousands of research software in three languages (Persian, Arabic and-
English) which can be performed in computers, tablets and cellphones and available
and downloadable with eight international formats: JAVA, ANDROID, EPUB, CHM, PDF,

HTML, CHM, GHB on the website

Also producing four markets named “Ghaemiyeh Book Market” with Android, IOS,-
WINDOWS PHONE and WINDOWS editions

:Appreciation
We would appreciate the centers, institutes, publications, authors and all honorable

. friends who contributed their help and data to us to reach the holy goal we follow

: Address of the central office
Isfahan, Abdorazaq St, Haj Mohammad JafarAbadei Alley, Shahid Mohammad

HasanTavakkoly Alley, Number plate 129, first floor
Website: www.ghbook.ir
Email: Info@ghbook.ir

Central office Tel: 09132000109
021 Tehran Tel: 88318722  ـ

Commerce and sale: 09132000109
Users’ affairs: 09132000109

Introduction of the Center – Ghaemiyeh Digital Library
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