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: یلاعت هللا  لاق 

﴾ ارًیهِطْتَ مْکُرَِّهطَُیوَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  سَجِّْرلا  مْکُْنعَ  بَهِذُْیِل  هَُّللا  دُیرُِی  امََّنإِ  ﴿

Indeed Allah desires to repel all impurity from you, O People of the Household, and
(. purify you with a thorough purification. (Sūrat al-Aḥzāb 33:33

Prophetic traditions mentioned in both in Sunnī and Shī‘ah authoritative reference
books of ḥadīth and tafsīr (exegesis of the Qur’an) have confirmed that this holy verse
was revealed to exclusively refer to the People of the Cloak [ahl al-kisā’], viz.
Muḥammad, ‘Alī, Fāṭimah, al-Ḥasan, and al-Ḥusayn (‘a) as the Ahl al-Bayt (People of

(. the Household

:For instance, refer to the following references

Sunnī

Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal (d. 241 AH), al-Musnad, 1:231; 4:107; 6:292, 304; Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim (d. 261
AH), 7:130; Al-Tirmidhī (d. 279 AH), Sunan, 5:361 et al.; Al-Dūlābī (d. 310 AH), Al-Dhuriyyah
al-Ṭāhirah al-Nabawiyyah, p. 108; Al-Nasā’ī (d. 303 AH), Al-Sunan al-Kubrā’, 5:108; 113;
Al-Ḥakīm al-Nayshābūrī (d. 405 AH), Al-Mustadrak ‘ala’ ṣ-Ṣahīḥāyn, 2:416, 3:133, 146-147;
Al-Zarkashī (d. 794 AH), Al-Burhān, p. 197; Ibn Hājar al-Asqalānī (d. 852 AH), Fatḥ al-Barī

.Sharḥ Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī, 7:104

Shī‘ah

Al-Kulaynī (d. 328 AH), Uṣūl al-Kāfī, 1:287; Ibn Babawayh (d. 329 AH), Al-Imāmah wa’ t-
Tabṣīrah, p. 47, ḥadīth 29; Al-Maghribī (d. 363 AH), Da’ā’im al-Islām, pp. 35, 37; Al-Ṣādūq

.(d. 381 AH), Al-Khiṣāl, pp. 403, 550; Al-Ṭūsī (d. 460 AH), Al-Amalī, ḥadīth 438, 482, 783

For more details, refer to the exegesis of the holy verse recorded in the following
books of tafsīr: Al-Jassās (d. 370 AH), Aḥkām al-Qur’ān; Al-Wāḥidī (d. 468 AH), Asbāb al-
Nuzūl; Ibn al-Jawzī (d. 597 AH), Zād al-Masīr; Al-Qurṭubī (d. 671 AH), Al-Jāmi‘ Li-Aḥkām
al-Qur’ān; Ibn Kathīr (d. 774 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Tha‘labī (d. 825 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Ṭabarī (d. 875
AH), Tafsīr; Al-Suyūṭī (d. 911 AH), Al-Durr al-Manthūr; Al-Shawkānī (d. 1250 AH), Fatḥ al-
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Qadīr; Al-‘Ayyāshī (d. 320 AH), Tafsīr; Al-Qummī (d. 329 AH), Tafsīr; Furt al-Kūfī (d. 352
AH), Tafsīr at the margin of the exegesis of Sūrat al-Nisā’ verse 59; Al-Ṭabarsī (d. 560

.AH), Majma‘ al-Bayān, as well as many other sources
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: هلآ هیلع و  هللا  یلص  هللا  لوسر  لاق 

َّیلعَ ادری  یّتح  اقرِتفیَ  نَل  امهَُّنأَو  اًدـبأ  اولـضت  نل  اـمهب  مُتکـسمت  نإ  اـم  یتیب ، لَـهأ  یترتعو  هللا ، باـتک  نیلقثَلا : مُکُیف  كُراـت  ینإ  "

" ضَوحلا

:The Messenger of Allah (ṣ) said

Verily, I am leaving among you two precious things [thaqalayn]: The Book of Allah and“
my progeny [‘itratī], the members of my Household [Ahl al-Bayt]. If you hold fast to
them, you shall never go astray. These two will never separate from each other until

(.” they meet me at the Pond [ḥawḍ] (of Kawthar

:Some references

q AlḤākim anNayshābūrī, AlMustadrak ‘alā’ṣ-Ṣaḥīḥayn (Beirut), vol. 3, pp. 109-110, 148,
533

q Muslim, Aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥ, (English translation), book 31, hadīths 5920-3

q AtTirmidhī, Aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥ, vol. 5, pp. 621-2, hadīths 3786, 3788; vol. 2, p. 219

q An-Nasā’ī, Khaṣā’iṣ ‘Alī ibn Abī Ṭālib, hadīth 79

q Aḥmad ibn Ḥanbal, Al-Musnad, vol. 3, pp. 14, 17, 26; vol. 3, pp. 26, 59; vol. 4, p. 371; vol. 5,
pp. 181-182, 189-190

q Ibn al‘Athīr, Jāmi‘ alUṣūl, vol. 1, p. 277

q Ibn Kathīr, AlBidāyah wa’nNihāyah, vol. 5, p. 209

q Ibn Kathīr, Tafsīr al-Qur’ān al-‘Aẓīm, vol. 6, p. 199

Naṣīr ad-Dīn al-Albanī, Silsilāt al-Aḥādīth aṣ-Ṣaḥīḥah (Kuwait: Ad-Dār aṣ-Ṣalāfiyyah),
vol. 4, pp. 355-358

p: 4
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Prelude

Definition of Social Relations

In Islam, the general system of social relations, along with the duties and rights
.ensuing from it, is one of the crucial and basic pillars on which human society relies

The social relations system can be defined as a set of duties, traditions, etiquette,
rights, and obligations that organize the common relations between people in general
with individuals of the virtuous community, and the correlation and behavior of the

.individuals of this virtuous community with one another

Of course, this social relations system is different from the systems that organize the
relations ensuing from special promises, covenants, and contracts such as contracts
of matrimony, sale, lease, allegiance, and others. These naturally produce certain
sorts of rights, duties, and other obligations. Certain persons undertake other sorts of
rights, duties, and responsibilities because of certain positions and offices, such as

.Imamate, religious authority, management, or surety

In conclusion, the system of social relations is a set of regulations that define man’s
social life and his personal responsibility towards the virtuous community. This system
represents the foundation on which the other systems, which ensue from private
contracts and obligations, rest so that these private systems may play their required
roles in life and contribute to the attainment of perfection, because the social

.relations system deals with the root of social associations and human ties

Family and the Social Relations System

The historical root of the system of social relations is

p: 17
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marriage and the family unit. These expanded to form clans, tribes, and peoples, as is
:maintained by the Holy Qur'an that reads

رٌیِبخَ مٌیِلعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْکُاقَْتأَ  هَِّللا  دَْنعِ  مْکُمَرَکْأَ  َّنإِ  اوُفرَاعَتَِل  لَِئابَقَوَ  اًبوعُشُ  مْکُانَْلعَجَوَ  یثَْنأُوَ  رٍکَذَ  نِْم  مْکُانَْقلَخَ  اَّنإِ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O people! Surely, We have

created you of a male and a female, and made you tribes and families that you

may know each other. Surely, the most honorable of you with Allah is the one

(among you most careful of his duty. Surely, Allah is Knowing, Aware. (49:13

ءًاسَِنوَ ارًیِثکَ  اًلاجَرِ  امَهُْنِم  َّثَبوَ  اهَجَوْزَ  اهَْنِم  قَلَخَوَ  هٍدَحِاوَ  سٍْفَن  نِْم  مْکُقَلَخَ  يذَِّلا  مُکَُّبرَ  اوقَُّتا  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O people! Be careful of

your duty to your Lord Who created you from a single being and created its

(mate of the same kind and spread from these two many men and women. (4:1

In the same fashion, family stands for the primary and fundamental brick in the
Islamic structure and the Ahl al-Bayt’s vision of a virtuous human community. For that
reason, Islam has taken much interest in family, and established an exact, firm, and
all-inclusive system to organize all family relations and affairs in their most exact

.details and various domains

The Ahl al-Bayt’s concept about family and matrimonial relations has particularities
.that enable it to face all social problems and coexist with all social developments

:However, here we will deal with the topic of family for the following two reasons

First: This topic is of social and human importance. It is also so comprehensive and
broad that it is worth studying thoroughly and meticulously, just like the economic

system, the system of contracts and transactions, the system of acts of worship, and
the other systems whose details
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.require independent discussions

Second: Because the main topic of this series of books is the building of the virtuous
community, our discussion will be dedicated to the system of social relations of this
community exclusively. Hence, we will deal with the general aspects of the virtuous
community without discussions on the private relations that ensue from contracts and

.pledges

We will highlight the foundations and vital rules of this system, its commitment to
covenants, obligations, and reciprocal rights. We will also touch upon the principle of
private behavior in social relations. This principle involves behavior arising from
typical human situations, such as fatherhood, brotherhood, old age; comprehension,

.self-strife or self-purification; or contracts and obligations, such as matrimony

Islam has conferred an advanced formula upon family through the many laws in this
respect and released it from its naïve and primitive state. Constructing and firmly

strengthening the family in virtue and uprightness plays a significant role in
.strengthening and developing the structure of general social relations

Morality in Social Relations

It is true that the system of social relations is a set of laws, legislations, obligations,
rights, activities, regulations, manners, and rituals; however, at the same time, it
expresses a moral prospect of social behavior and a doctrine-based understanding of

.the cosmos, life, man, the beginning of creation, and the finale

This is why books on ethics have discussed this aspect of the social relations system.
However, this system is more comprehensive and involves commitments and

.obligations related to other important topics in Islamic legislation

p: 19
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Method of Research in Social Relations

We will only discuss the general concept of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) with regard to some

aspects of the Islamic concept of social relations, its rules and general foundations,
.and some of its special items, applications, and superstructure

Through this discussion, we will discover the differences between the common

Islamic frames and the distinctive features of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in the social
construction of the virtuous community. Differences are to be expected because the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) wanted the virtuous community to act as an excellent example,
pattern, and model for the Muslims. In addition, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) depended upon
the genuine and perfect Islam that they had inherited and recognized from the
Glorious Qur'an and from their ancestor, the Holy Prophet—peace be upon him and

.them

.From time to time, we will refer to such distinctive particularities and features

The discussion of this topic is divided into two chief parts; the first deals with features
and foundations of social relations in the light of Islam, while the second deals with

.the superstructure and details of the forms and components of these social relations

The first part is divided into two chapters, the first of which deals with the
identification and definition of social relations in content, objectives, and scope. The
second deals with the rules and general principles that identify these relations and

.control their progress and activities

The second part includes the superstructure of social relations, which incorporates
legislations dealing with the details of social relations and identifies various sorts of
behavior that accomplish the objectives, embody the rules, and portray its numerous

.features

p: 20
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Part One: System Of Social Relations: Features And Foundations

Chapter One: Features Of The Islamic Concept Of Social Relations

Point

Openness and Social Accessibility . 1

Reinforcement of Social Structure . 2

Elements of Social Relations . 3

Levels of Social Relations . 4

Special Treatment . 5
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Blank
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Openness in Social Relations

Point

The Islamic concept of social relations—as taught by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)—highlights

openness or social accessibility and expansion in building social relations and
associations as opposed to seclusion, aloofness, and monasticism. It focuses on the
naivety of human nature and directs it towards perfection in this important aspect.
Human nature pushes man in the direction of associating with others, establishing
strong ties with them, seeking their help in needs, and getting to know them more

.closely

This natural inclination can be inferred from the Holy Qur'an in its discussion
:regarding the creation of spouses

نَورَُّکفَتَیَ مٍوْقَِل  تٍایَآَل  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  هًمَحْرَوَ  هًَّدوَمَ  مْکُنَْیَب  لَعَجَوَ  اهَْیَلإِ  اوُنکُسْتَِل  اجًاوَزْأَ  مْکُسِفُْنأَ  نِْم  مْکَُل  قَلَخَ  نْأَ  هِِتایَآ  نِْموَ 

One of His signs is that He

created mates for you from yourselves that you may find rest in them, and He

put between you love and compassion. Most surely, there are signs in this for

(a people who reflect. (30:21

More evidently, the Holy Qur'an has stated that the purpose behind driving people
into kinships and tribes was to create familiarity among people and to establish social

:relations

رٌیِبخَ مٌیِلعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْکُاقَْتأَ  هَِّللا  دَْنعِ  مْکُمَرَکْأَ  َّنإِ  اوُفرَاعَتَِل  لَِئابَقَوَ  اًبوعُشُ  مْکُانَْلعَجَوَ  یثَْنأُوَ  رٍکَذَ  نِْم  مْکُانَْقلَخَ  اَّنإِ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O humankind! We have

surely created you of a male and a female and made you tribes and families

that you may know each other. Surely, the most honorable among you with Allah
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.is the one who is most careful of his duty. Surely, Allah is Knowing, Aware

(49:13)

Furthermore, there are many Qur'anic texts confirming the naïve nature of human

.beings

p: 23
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As for the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), reported instructions of the inclination towards social
relations has been confirmed by them through their precepts and directives to their
followers. For instance, according to a validly reported tradition, Murazim has

:reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

یِف هِلاََّصلاِب  مْکُْیلَعَ 

رِوضُحُوَ هِدَاهََّشلا  هِمَاقَإوَ  سِاَّنلِل  رِاوَجِْلا  نِسْحُوَ  دِجِاسَمَْلا 

اًدحَأَ لاَ َّنإ  .سِاَّنلا  نَِم  مْکَُل  َّدُب  هَُّنإ لاَ  .زِِئانَجَْلا 

مْهِضِْعبَِل َّدُب  سُاَّنلاوَ لاَ  هِِتایَحَ ، یِف  سِاَّنلا  نِعَ  یِنْغتَسْیَ 

.ضٍْعَب نِْم 

Always offer prayers in

the mosques (of the non-Shi`ah Muslims) and show good neighborliness to

.people. Testify for rightful parties and attend their funeral ceremonies

Verily, you can never manage without other people. No one can manage without

others throughout life, since people are in an indispensable need of each

(other.(1

Making brethren-in-faith

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), underscoring this trend in social relations,
directed their followers towards making as many friendships and associations as

.possible

:In this respect, Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have said

اللهِا یِف  اًخأَ  دَافَتَسْا  نِمَ 

.هَِّنجَْلا یِف  اًتْیَب  دَافَتَسْا 
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Whoever makes another

(their brother-in-faith has in fact won a house in Paradise.(2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

p: 24

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:399, S.1, H. 5 - - 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:407, H.1 - - 2
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یِف ءِاقَدِصْلأََا  نَِم  اورُِثکْأَ 

یِف اَّمأَ  .هِرَخِلآاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  نَوعُفَْنیَ  مْهَُّنإِفَ  ایَْنُّدلا ،

َّنإِفَ هِرَخِلآا  یِف  اَّمأَوَ  اهَِب ، نَوُموقُیَ  جُِئاوَحَفَ  ایَْنُّدلا ،

(. مٍیمِحَ قٍیدِصَ  لاَوَ  .نَیعِِفاشَ  نِْم  انََل  امَ  : ) اوُلاقَ مََّنهَجَ  لَهْأَ 

Make friends with as many people

as possible in this world, for they shall benefit in this world and in the

Hereafter. In this world, they may set right your worldly needs. In the

Hereafter, the inhabitants of Hellfire shall say, “So now we have neither

(intercessors nor a true friend. (26:100-101)”(1

:Confirming this instruction, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

نِاوَخْلإِا نَِم  اورُِثکْتَسْإِ 

.هًَباجَتَسُْم هًوَعْدَ  نٍِمؤُْم  ِّلکُِل  َّنإِفَ 

Make brothers-in-faith

with as many people as possible, for each faithful believer has answered

.prayers

نِاوَخْلإِا نَِم  اورُِثکْتَسْإِ 

.هًعَافَشَ نٍِمؤُْم  ِّلکُِل  َّنإِفَ 

Make brothers-in-faith

[with as many people as possible, for each faithful believer will be granted [the

.right to intercede
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هِاخَاؤَُم نِْم  اورُِثکْأَ 

مَوْیَ اهَِب  مْهُُئِفاکَُی  اًدیَ  اللهِا  دَْنعِ  مْهَُل  َّنإِفَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا 

.هِمَایَقِْلا

Make brothers-in-faith

with as many faithful people as possible, for they will have some privilege

(with Almighty Allah by which He shall reward them on the Day of Resurrection.(2

Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), is reported to have composed the
:following poetic lines

p: 25

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:407, H.5 - - 1
Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:408, H.1 567, H. 2. Similar reports of can be [- 2 - ] 2

.found in Sections: 135 and 136 of the same reference book
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ءِافََّصلا نِاوَخْإِِب  کَْیلَعَ 

مْهَُّنإِفَ

Try to win pure-hearted

brothers, for they become

مْهُتَدْجَْنتَسْا اذَإِ  دٌامَعِ 

رُوهُظَوَ

Your trust and support

when you seek their aid

ٍّلخِ فُْلأَ  اًریِثکَ  سَْیَلوَ 

بٍحِاصَوَ

A thousand associates and

,friends are not many

اًدحِاوَ اًوّدُعَ  َّنإِوَ 

رُیِثکََل

But a single enemy is much

!too many

Warning against aloofness and hostility

With respect to the trend of building good social relations with people, the Holy
Imams (‘a) warned their followers against aloofness, incurring the hostility of others,

.and disputing and arguing, as such things damage social relations

:One of the Infallible Imams (‘a) is reported to have said
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سِاَّنلا نِعَ  ضُابَقِْنلإا 

.هِوَادَعَْلا هُبَسِکُْم 

Detachment from people

(provokes hostility.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

ءَارَمِْلاوَ مْکُاَّیإِ 

نِاوَخْلإِا یلَعَ  بَوُلقُْلا  نِاضَرِمُْی  امَهَُّنإِفَ  هَمَوصُخُْلاوَ 

.قُافَِّنلا امَهِْیلَعَ  تُُبْنیَوَ 

Beware of engaging

yourselves in contention and dispute because these two matters poison your

(hearts towards your friends and act as a fertile source of hypocrisy.(2

p: 26

Ibn Abi’l-Hadid, Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah 10:52. The author reports this tradition [- 2 - ] 1
(. from Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:567, S. 135, H. 1. The tradition following this [- 1 - ] 2
one in this reference book reads that the Holy Prophet (S) said: Whoever meets

Almighty Allah enjoying the following three traits will enter Paradise from any gate he
chooses: (1) good manners, (2) fear of God in public and private, and (3) forsaking

.contention even when he is right
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

یِنیِتأْیَ لُیِئرَْبجَ  نَاکَ  امَ 

.مْهُتَوَادَعَوَ لِاجَِّرلا  ءَانَحْشَ  قَِّتإِ  دَُّمحَُم ، ایَ  لَاقَ : َّلاإِ 

Every time (Archangel) Gabriel visited me, he would say to me, “O Muhammad,
beware of the hostility and

(animosity of others.”(1

Indulgence

Another indication of the trend of the Holy Imams towards building good relations
with others is that they instructed their followers to gratify others by treating them
leniently in matters of humor and disposition. According to an authentic tradition,

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

هِارَادَمُِب یِّبرَ  یِنرَمَأَ 

.ضِِئارَفَْلاِب یِنرَمَأَ  امَکَ  سِاَّنلا 

My Lord ordered me to accommodate

people with the same fortitude that He ordered me to have in obligatory

(religious) duties.(2)

Isolation and Monasticism

On the other hand, there are some traditions that can be taken to mean that
secluding oneself and steering clear of social activities and associations with people

could be the

p: 27
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.most preferred course one might adopt

In his book of Rawzat al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of
authority on the authority of Haf¥ ibn Ghiyath that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) delivered the

:following instruction

جَرُخْتَ نْأَ لاَ  تَرْدَقَ  نْإِ 

بَاتَْغتَ نْأَ لاَ  کَجِورُخُ  یِف  کَْیلَعَ  َّنإِفَ  لْعَْفافَ ، کَِتْیَب  نِْم 

لاَوَ عََّنصَتَتَ  لاَوَ  یَِئارَُت  لاَوَ  دَسِحْتَ  لاَوَ  بَذِکْتَ  لاَوَ 

هَُناسَِلوَ هُرَصََب  هِیِف  ُّفکُیَ  هُُتْیَب ، مِِلسْمُْلا  هُعَمَوْصَ  مَْعِن  ...نَهِادَُت 

.هُجَرْفَوَ هُسَْفَنوَ 

If possible, you should

never leave your house, because if you leave your house, then you must stop

…backbiting, telling lies, envying others, showing off, boasting, and sycophancy

How excellent a hermitage is a Muslim’s house wherein he casts his sight down

(and controls his tongue, his self, and his private parts…(1

In the famous book of tafsir (i.e. exegesis of the Holy Qur'an) that is ascribed to `Ali
:ibn Ibrahim, Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), is reported to have said

هَتَْیَب مَزَلاَ  نْمَِل  یَبوطُ 

یِف هِسِْفَن  نِْم  نَاکَوَ  هِِتئَیطِخَ  یلَعَ  یکََبوَ  هُتَرَسْکَ  لَکَأَوَ 

.هٍحَارَ یِف  هُْنِم  سُاَّنلاوَ  بٍعَتَ 

Blessed is he who confines

himself to his house, eats the least food possible, weeps for his sins, tires
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(himself, and others are free of his annoyance.(2

Following the course of the author of Wasa'il al-Shi`ah who commented on such
traditions, we can interpretively say that these instructions are restricted to

exceptional

p: 28

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:283, H. 1. (The completion of the tradition [- 2 - ] 1
.( is found in the margin of this reference book

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:284, H. 5. (Traditions of the same meaning [- 2 - ] 2
.( can be found in the same chapter of this reference book
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situations when one finds oneself too weak to resist the surrounding pressures and
seductions; one can adopt seclusion cautiously when it becomes too difficult to avoid
the disadvantages of association with others. As another interpretation, we may also
say that these instructions stand to educate and warn people about the necessity to

.behave correctly when associating with others in society

Almighty Allah has created man to attain perfection by undertaking responsibility and
preferring right over wrong and good over evil within his circumstances in the
universe and the progress of society. Thus, fleeing this divine trial and test—by fleeing

.from social life and obligations—will never achieve such perfection

Considering these two interpretations of the seemingly contradictory traditions, it is
unfeasible to adopt the second group (of traditions mentioned) because the traditions
of the first type (i.e. emphasizing good social relations with others and playing active
roles in social life) are congruous with the instructions of the Holy Qur'an and the Holy
Sunnah. In addition, these traditions are considerably more in number than the
traditions of the second type, more reliable in chains of authority, more familiar with
the scholars of the virtuous community, and more applicable to the deeds and

.manners of scholars and righteous people

Commenting on this point, `Allamah al-Tabrisi, in his famous (book of) tafsir entitled
:Majma` al-Bayan says

Traditions warn against seclusion, detachment from people and communities, “
(monasticism, and aloofness.”(1

:Confirming this fact, the Holy Qur'an says

p: 29

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:285, H. 7, S. 51 [- 1 - ] 1
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اهَِتیَاعَرِ َّقحَ  اهَوْعَرَ  امَفَ  هَِّللا  نِاوَضْرِ  ءَاغَِتْبا  اَّلإِ  مْهِْیلَعَ  اهَانَْبتَکَ  امَ  اهَوعُدَتَْبا  هًَّیِنابَهْرَ 

The Monasticism, which

they invented for themselves, We did not prescribe for them. We prescribed

only the seeking of the pleasure of Allah, but that they did not foster, as

(they should have done. (57:27

Monasticism—in the sense of fearing Almighty Allah and worshipping Him in private—
was prescribed only to save those mentioned in the verse from being killed or from
being forced to abandon the religion of Almighty Allah, but they did not promote

monasticism as it was meant to be. Instead, they turned it into detachment from
society, abstinence from legitimate matrimonial union, forsaking obligations and

(responsibilities, making it a profession in the end.(1

p: 30

Refer to the exegesis of this holy verse in Majma` al-Bayan by `Allamah al- [- 2 - ] 1
Tabrisi where he cites the tradition of Ibn Mas`ud quoting the Holy Prophet (S) as
saying, “The monasticism of my nation is emigration (i.e. hijrah), jihad, prayer, fasting,

.Hajj, and `Umrah

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 52 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_30_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Reinforcing the Social Structure

Point

The second purpose behind social relations is to reinforce the foundations of Muslim
society and strengthen the social structure to maintain continuous progress towards
social perfection. Correct social relations also help gain access to platforms of power,
justice, welfare, and reconciliation, and help Muslim society face and solve various
problems arising from social, political and economic practices. Social relations also aid
in spirituality and self-perfection within the movement of humankind towards

.Almighty Allah

Reinforcing the social structure depended on a number of essential principles
.mentioned below

The Principle of Mutual Support and Aid

Muslims in general and faithful believers in particular are required to support and aid
each other. As has been previously cited, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is authentically reported

:to have said

لاَ مِِلسْمُْلا ؛ وخُأَ  مُِلسْمُْلا 

دُاهَِتجْلإا نَیمِِلسْمُْلا  یلَعَ  ُّقحِیَوَ  .هُُنوخُیَ  لاَوَ  هُُلذُخْیَ  لاَوَ  هُمُِلظْیَ 

هِجَاحَْلا لِهْلأَِ  هُاسَاوَمُْلاوَ  فِطُاعََّتلا  یلَعَ  دُِقاعََّتلاوَ  لِصُاوََّتلا  یِف 

َّزعَ اللهُا  مُکُرَمَأَ  امَکَ  اوُنوکُتَ  یَّتحَ  ضٍْعَب  یلَعَ  مْهِضِْعَب  فِطُاعَتَوَ 

مْکُْنعَ بَاغَ  امَِل  نَیِّمتَْغُم  نَیمِحِارَتَُم  مْکُنَْیَب  ءَامَحَرُ  َّلجَوَ ،

لِوسُرَ دِهْعَ  یلَعَ  رِاصَْنلأَا  رُشَْعمَ  هِْیلَعَ  یضَمَ  امَ  یلَعَ  مْهِرِْمأَ  نِْم 

.مََّلسَوَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا 

Muslims are brothers of
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each other. They neither wrong, nor disappoint, nor betray each other. The

duties that are incumbent on Muslims towards each other are to exert effort

in communication, agree on mutual sympathy, treat the needy as they treat
,themselves

and empathize with one another. If you abide by this, you will be exactly as

,Almighty Allah has ordered you to be: compassionate towards each other

merciful towards one another, regretful about missing any opportunity to help

a brethren-in-faith, just like the conduct of the An¥ar during the lifetime

(of the Messenger of Allah (S).(1

p: 31

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:542, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

ایَ يدِانَُی  لاًجُرَ  عَمِسَ  نْمَ 

.مٍِلسْمُِب سَْیلَفَ  هُْبجُِی ، مْلَفَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلَل ،

Whoever hears someone

calling for the help of Muslims but fails to respond to him, is not actually

(a Muslim.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

رِوُمأُِب َّمتَهْیَ  مَْل  نْمَ 

.مٍِلسْمُِب سَْیلَفَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا 

He who does not care about

(the affairs of Muslims is not Muslim.(2

Enjoining the Right and Forbidding the Wrong

In its capacity as one of the greatest divinely commissioned obligations and the
highest and most honorable duties, the principle of enjoining the right and forbidding

:the wrong has been defined and introduced by traditions as

جُاهَْنِموَ ءِایَِبْنلأَا  لُیِبسَ 

.ءِاحَلَُّصلا

The course of…

.prophets and the manner of the righteous

مُاقَُت اهَِب  هٌمَیظِعَ  هٌضَیرِفَ 

ُّدرَُتوَ بُسِاکَمَْلا  ُّلحَُتوَ  بُهِاذَمَْلا  نُمَأْتَوَ  ضُِئارَفَْلا 
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مُیقِتَسْیَوَ ءِادَعْلأَا  نَِم  فُصَتَْنُیوَ  ضُرْلأَا  رَُّمعَُتوَ  مُِلاظَمَْلا 

.رُْملأَا

It is a great duty through

which other duties are carried out, routes are secured, earnings are made

legal, aggressions are warded off, lands are nurtured, enemies are

(retaliated, and all affairs set aright.(3

p: 32

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:108, S. 59, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:559, H. 1, S. 18 [- 3 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:595, H. 6, S. 1 [- 1 - ] 3
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The Principle of Thinking Well Of Others

Another principle of social relations is having good thoughts about others, assuming

the best about the conduct of ones brethren-in-faith, closing one’s eyes to their flaws,
and concealing the defects of others to bind the social structure and prevent any
cracks from appearing in it. On the authority of his infallible fathers, Imam al-Baqir (‘a)

:has quoted Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), as saying

یلَعَ کَیخِأَ  رَْمأَ  عْضَ 

َّنَّنظُتَ لاَوَ  کَُبِلْغیَ ، امَ  هُْنِم  کَیَِتأْیَ  یَّتحَ  هِِنسَحْأَ 

رِْیخَْلا یِف  اهََل  دُجِتَ  تَْنأَوَ  اًءوسُ  کَیخِأَ  نِْم  تْجَرَخَ  هٍمَِلکَِب 

.لاًمَحْمَ

Assume the best possible about

the deed of your brother-in-faith unless you see in him something that tears

down your assumption. Never deem evil any word uttered by your

(brother-in-faith as long as you can find an acceptable excuse for it.(1

:Abu-Basir has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

لاَِب یقَْبتَفَ  سَاَّنلا  شِِّتفَُت  لاَ 

.قٍیدِصَ

Do not scrutinize people

(lest you remain friendless.(2

Al-Dahhak ibn Mukhallad has reported that he heard Imam

p: 33
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Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:362, H. 3; Shaykh al-Saduq, al-Amali, pp. 380, H. 483; [- 2 - ] 1
`Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 75: 196, H. 11 as quoted from the previous

.reference books
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:458, H. 2, S. 56 [- 1 - ] 2
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:al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

فِاصَْنلإِا نَِم  سَْیَل 

.فِاصَْنلإِاِب نِاوَخْلإِا  هُبََلاطَُم 

It is unfair to demand

(friends to be fair (with you).(1

The Principle of Consultation

Social relations in Islam are built up by seeking the counsel of other Muslims and
making use of their experience and opinions and by sharing your experiences and

.affectionately advising them about performing certain acts

:Abu-Hurayrah has reported that he heard the Holy Prophet (S) saying

لاَوَ لَِقاعَْلا  اودُشِرْتَسْإِ 

.اوُمدَْنتَفَ هُوصُْعتَ 

Seek the guidance of the

(reasonable and do not disregard their advice, lest you regret.(2

:Sulayman ibn Khalid has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

نَِم لَِقاعَْلا  رِشِتَسْإِ 

كَاَّیإِوَ رٍْیخَِب ، َّلاإِ  رُُمأْیَ  هَُّنإِفَ لاَ  عَرِوَْلا  لِاجَِّرلا 

نِیِّدلا یِف  هٌدَسَْفمَ  لِِقاعَْلا  عِرِوَْلا  هَفََلاخَُم  َّنإِفَ  فَلاَخِْلاوَ 

.ایَْنُّدلاوَ

Seek the advice of

reasonable and pious men, because they order you only towards good. Beware of
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defying them, because to defy reasonable and pious men brings about

(corruption in religious and worldly affairs.(3

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

p: 34

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:458, H. 3, S. 56 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:409, H. 1, S. 9 [- 3 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:426, H. 5 [- 4 - ] 3
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حِصِاَّنلا لِِقاعَْلا  هُرَوَاشَُم 

حُصِاَّنلا کَْیلَعَ  رَاشَأَ  اذَإِفَ  اللهِا ، نَِم  قٌیِفوْتَوَ  نٌمُْیوَ  دٌشْرُ 

.بَطَعَْلا کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِفَ  فَلاَخِْلاوَ  كَاَّیإِفَ  لُِقاعَْلا 

Seeking the counsel of wise

well-wishers is a sign of judiciousness, blessing, and guidance to success by

Almighty Allah, so if a wise well-wisher gives you advice, beware of defiance

(lest you come upon destruction.(1

The qualifications of a true advisor specified by the Holy Legislator are rationality,
.piety, confidentiality and soundness of character

:Al-Halabi has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

نُوکُتَ هَرَوشُمَْلا لاَ  َّنإِ 

تَْناکَ َّلاإِوَ  اهَدِودُحُِب  اهَفَرَعَ  نْمَفَ  اهَدِودُحُِب ، َّلاإِ 

.هَُل اهَِتعَفَْنمَ  نِْم  رَثَکْأَ  رِیشِتَسْمُْلا  یلَعَ  اهَُتَّرضَمَ 

نْأَ هُیَِناَّثلاوَ  لاًِقاعَ ، هُرُوِاشَُت  يذَِّلا  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  اهَُلَّوأَفَ 

، اًیخِاؤَُم اًقیدِصَ  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  هُثَِلاَّثلاوَ  اًنِّیدَتَُم ، اًرّحُ  نَوکُیَ 

هِِب هُمُْلعِ  نُوکُیَفَ  كَِّرسِ  یلَعَ  هُعَِلطُْت  نْأَ  هُعَِباَّرلاوَ 

اذَإِ هَُّنإِفَ  .هُمُُتکْیَوَ  کَِلذَ  ُّرسُِی  َّمُث  کَسِْفنَِب ، کَمِْلعِکَ 

اًنِّیدَتَُم اًرّحُ  نَاکَ  اذَإِوَ  هِِترَوشُمَِب ، تَْعفَتَْنإ  لاًِقاعَ  نَاکَ 

اًیخِاؤَُم اًقیدِصَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِوَ  کََل ، هِحَیصَِّنلا  یِف  هُسَْفَن  دَهَجَ 

یلَعَ هُتَْعلَطْأَ  اذَإِوَ  هِْیلَعَ ، هُتَْعلَطْأَ  اذَإِ  كََّرسِ  مَتَکَ 
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تِلَمُکَوَ هُرَوشُمَْلا  تَِّمتَ  هِِب  کَمِْلعِکَ  هِِب  هُمُْلعِ  نَاکَفَ  كَِّرسِ 

.هُحَیصَِّنلا

Surly, seeking of advice

,must be within limits; therefore, if one ignores (or violates) these limits

the harm will be more than the benefit. The first of these limits is that the

.consultant must be wise. The second is that he must be honorable and devout

The third is that he must be a brotherly friend. The fourth is that when you

tell him about your secret, he must understand it exactly as you have

explained and then he must keep it in confidence. If the advisor is wise, you

will then benefit from his advice. If he is honorable and devout, he will

make all possible efforts to give you the best advice. If he is your brotherly

friend, then he will conceal your secret after you reveal it to him. If he

understands your secret as you do, then he will give perfect counsel and

(advice.(2

p: 36

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:426, H. 6 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:426-427, H. 8 [- 3 - ] 2
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p: 37
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Substance of Social Relations

Equality and Fraternity

The third aspect of social relations is that they must have sound foundations based on
reality and values on the one hand and be a constituent of the social structure on the

.other

Islam views as the best social relations based on equality. People are originally equal
and each one is the counterpart of the other; therefore, no one can excel another in

:origin. Hence, the Holy Qur'an declares

اوُفرَاعَتَِل لَِئابَقَوَ  اًبوعُشُ  مْکُانَْلعَجَوَ  یثَْنأُوَ  رٍکَذَ  نِْم  مْکُانَْقلَخَ  اَّنإِ  سُاَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O Mankind! Surely, We have

created you of a male and a female, and made you tribes and families that you

(may know each other. (49:13

:The Holy Prophet (S) has also declared

نِْم مُدَآوَ  مَدَلآِ  مْکُُّلکُ 

.بٍارَُت

All of you belong to Adam

(equally), and Adam was created of dust.(1)

However, differences and privileges arise due to extraordinary factors that ensue
from the movement of man, both individually and socially. Some privileges are real—
such as piety, knowledge, education, and practice of virtues like patience and charity
—while others are false and unreal (having riches, many children, material wealth and
influence). A third category of privileges arises from talents divinely bestowed on

.certain individuals or the divine selection of certain individuals
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p: 37

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 73:350, H. 13 [- ` 1 - ] 1
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The nature of social relationship must be Islam-based and faith-based, which
automatically becomes a relationship of equality among the individuals of a society

.ruled by the doctrines of Islam

As a result, Muslims are brothers of one another. They are equal and comparable in
spiritual values. Their ties and relations are similar to those who have the same father
and mother. Islam has placed social ties and relations among people of the same faith

.on the same level and of similar worth and significance as blood ties and relations

According to many validly reported traditions, this concept is corroborated by
marriages performed at the time of the Holy Prophet (S). For instance, Shaykh al-
Kulayni, in his book, al-Kafi, has validly reported the story of the marriage of Juwaybir
to the daughter of one of the chiefs of the Arab clans. Juwaybir—an ugly, short, dark
skinned, needy man from al-Yamamah—who embraced Islam devoutly, was ordered
by the Holy Prophet (S) to betroth the daughter of Ziyad, a chief of the clans of al-

:Madinah. He said

دْقَ اللهَا  َّنإِ  رُِبْیوَجُ ، ایَ 

فََّرشَوَ اًفیرِشَ ، هَِّیِلهِاجَْلا  یِف  نَاکَ  نْمَ  مِلاَسْلإِاِب  عَضَوَ 

َّزعَأَوَ اًعیضِوَ ، هَِّیِلهِاجَْلا  یِف  نَاکَ  نْمَ  مِلاَسْلإِاِب 

بَهَذْأَوَ لاًیِلذَ ، هَِّیِلهِاجَْلا  یِف  نَاکَ  نْمَ  مِلاَسْلإِاِب 

اهَرِخُافَتَوَ هَِّیِلهِاجَْلا  هِوَخَْن  نِْم  نَاکَ  امَ  مِلاَسْلإِاِب 

مْهُُّلکُ مَوْیَْلا  سُاَّنلافَ  .اهَِباسَْنأَ  قِسِاَبوَ  اهَرِِئاشَعَِب 

مْهُُّیمِجَعَوَ مْهُُّیِبرَعَوَ  مْهُُّیشِرَِقوَ  مْهُدُوَسْأَوَ  مْهُضُیَْبأَ 

سِاَّنلا َّبحَأَ  َّنإِوَ  .نٍیطِ  نِْم  اللهُا  هُقَلَخَ  مَدَآ  َّنإِوَ  مَدَآ ، نِْم 

هَُل مْهُعُوَطْأَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ 

.مْهُاقَْتأَوَ
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O Juwaybir, Almighty

Allah, by means of Islam, has verily humbled men who were esteemed in the Era

of Ignorance (jahiliyyah) and, also by means of Islam, has honored

others who were lowly in that era. In addition, by means of Islam, Almighty

Allah has imparted nobility to men who were humble in that era and, by means

of Islam, He has eradicated the baseless zeal of that era when people used to

take pride in their clans and their lineages. Today, all people; the white

,and the black, the Qurayshite, the Arab, and the non-Arab, belong to Adam

and Adam was created by Almighty Allah from clay. Verily, the dearest of

people to Almighty Allah on the Day of Resurrection shall be the most

.obedient to Him and the most pious

p: 38
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:To Ziyad, the father of the betrothed woman, the Holy Prophet (S) said

ایَ

مُِلسْمُْلاوَ هِنَِمؤْمُْلا  ؤُْفکُ  نُِمؤْمُْلاوَ  نٌِمؤُْم ، رُِبْیوَجُ  دُایَزِ ،

.دُایَزِ ایَ  هُجِّْوزَفَ  .هِمَِلسْمُْلا  ؤُْفکُ 

O Ziyad, Juwaybir is a faithful believer, and every

faithful male is the match of every faithful female and every Muslim male is

(the match of every Muslim female. So, give him your daughter in marriage.(1

Respect of Man in General

Although Islam considers faith to be the basis of social relations among Muslims, it
does not dispense with the human side of these relations; rather, it considers the
human side in the totality of its theory. The meaning becomes clear in Imam `Ali’s

:following words to Malik al-Ashtar

p: 39

Refer to this story in Shaykh al-Kulayni’s book al-Kafi 5:339-343. It actually holds [- 1 - ] 1
wonderful lessons and wisdom. The same lessons can also be inferred from the story
of the marriage of Habib. In the same chapter of this reference book, there are other

.issues confirming this concept; therefore, it is recommended to have a look at them
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کَبَْلقَ رْعِشْأَوَ 

لاَوَ مْهِِب ، فَطُّْللاوَ  مْهَُل  هََّبحَمَْلاوَ  هَِّیعَِّرلِل  هَمَحَّْرلا 

مْهَُّنإِفَ مْهُلَکُأُ ، مُِنتَْغتَ  اًیرِاضَ  اًفْیسَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  َّنَنوکُتَ 

.قِْلخَْلا یِف  کََل  رٌیظَِن  وْأَ  نِیِّدلا  یِف  کََل  خٌأَ  اَّمإِ  نِافَْنصِ :

Develop

in your heart the feeling of love for your people and let it be the source of

,kindliness and blessing to them. Do not behave with them like a barbarian

and do not appropriate to yourself that which belongs to them. Remember that

the citizens of the state are of two categories. They are either your

(brethren in faith or your brethren in kind.(1

This trend can also be distinctly seen in the traditions that encourage courtesy in
general with all people. Such traditions require preserving good social relations with
people at the human level unless exceptional circumstances oblige one to disavow or

.rupture relations with certain people

:Suma`ah has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

ثُُلُث سِاَّنلا  هُلَمَاجَُم 

.لِْقعَْلا

To behave courteously with

(people is one-third of wisdom.(2

Abu-Basir has reported Imam al-Baqir (or Imam al-Sadiq) to have narrated that a
Bedouin from the Banu-Tamim tribe came to the Holy Prophet (S) and asked for an

.advice
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:Giving his advice, the Holy Prophet (S) said

.كَوُّبحُِی سِاَّنلا  یَلإِ  بَّْبحَتَ 

Try to endear yourself to

(people and they will certainly love you.(3

Another indication of this trend is the attitude of Islam towards unbelievers, as
confirmed by the Holy Qur'an. It

p: 40

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Letter No. 53 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:434, S. 30, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:433, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 3
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makes a distinction between the unbelievers and foes who adopted an aggressive
political or military attitude against Muslims and unbelievers who did not adopt
aggressive attitudes. As is mentioned in Surah al-Mumtahanah (Surah 60), the Holy
Qur'an has warned against showing loyalty to and love for the former but it has

:permitted treating the latter with charity and fairness. Hence, it reads

نَیطِسـِْقمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْهِْیَلإِ  اوطُسـِْقُتوَ  مْهُوُّربَتَ  نْأَ  مْکُرِایَدِ  نِْم  مْکُوجُرِخُْی  مَْلوَ  نِیِّدـلا  یِف  مْکُوُلِتاقَُی  مَْل  نَیذَِّلا  نِعَ  هَُّللا  مُکُاهَْنیَ  اَـل 
کَِئَلوأُفَ مْهَُّلوَتَیَ  نْمَوَ  مْهُوَّْلوَتَ  نْأَ  مْکُجِارَخْإِ  یلَعَ  اورُهَاظَوَ  مْکُرِایَدِ  نِْم  مْکُوجُرَخْأَوَ  نِیِّدـلا  یِف  مْکُوُلتَاقَ  نَیذَِّلا  نِعَ  هَُّللا  مُکُاهـَْنیَ  امـََّنإِ 

نَومُِلاَّظلا مُهُ 

Allah does not forbid you to show kindness and deal justly respecting

those who have not made war against you on account of your religion and have

not driven you forth from your homes. Surely, Allah loves the doers of

justice. Allah only forbids you to make friends with those who made war upon

you because of your religion, drove you forth from your homes and backed up

others in your expulsion. Whoever makes friends with them, these are the

(unjust. (60:8-9

A third indication of this trend can be deduced from traditions confirmed by the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) on the significance of calling to the “way” of Almighty Allah by means of
conversations characterized by rationality. They insisted on maintaining general
social relations with the non-believers and non-Muslims as well as all categories of
people without discriminating between Muslims and non-Muslims through wise and

.excellent communication skills

A fourth indication can also be observed in the texts of the Holy Qur'an and the Holy
Sunnah that warn against reviling unbelievers and aggravating them with

unconstructive attitudes because they would naturally respond to such revilement

.with similar insults
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p: 41
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Islam has presented fraternity among Muslims as the content of social relations
within the Muslim community. Islam has lined itself up with fraternity, which is a
mixture of mutual loyalty, backing one another up, and social rights characterized by

.shared love, affection, humanitarian feelings and sentiments

p: 42
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Levels of Social Relations

Point

The fourth aspect of social relations is that Islam has not overlooked the tangible
realities that exist—despite the fact that it has adopted the principle of equality for all
human beings and the principle of fraternity for the Muslim community—in the

.various extremes of social relations

Islam has defined two main levels arising from social realities and has based relations
.on the mental, spiritual, and intellectual conditions of the parties involved

The first of these levels is the general relationship that is imposed by the nature of
man’s existence in society wherein man connects with the individuals of his society

.and becomes part of it within the general frame of social relations

Islam views the unity of the Muslim community as the common factor among all the
.extremes of this relationship

Through this level of relationship, blood and property are saved from being shed or
confiscated and covenants and pledges are fulfilled. In addition, public participation
and contribution to social responsibilities is maintained, such as enjoining the right
and forbidding the wrong, attending the common prayers and funeral ceremonies,

.visiting the sick, and trying not to miss social ceremonies like marriages and the like

In an authentic narration, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Mu`awiyah ibn Wahab to
have said that he once asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “What should we do with respect to

?” relations with our people and with others whom we come in contact with

:The Imam (‘a) answered

p: 43
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، مْهِْیَلإِ هََنامَلأَا  نَوُّدؤَُت 

، مْهُاضَرْمَ نَودُوعُتَوَ  مْهِْیلَعَوَ ، مْهَُل  هَدَاهََّشلا  نَومُیقُِتوَ 

.مْهُزَِئانَجَ نَودُهَشْتَوَ 

You must safeguard the

trusts that they deposit with you, bear witness for or against them, visit

(the sick among them, and attend their funeral ceremonies.(1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) rarely put conditions regarding maintaining this level of social
relations, except for some general constraints, such as avoiding relationships that
bring ill repute and associations with heretical people and those publicly known for
corruption and deviation, as well as those who work in forbidden occupations. Details

.of these categories will be cited in the second part of this book

Al-Faji` al-`Aqili has reported that Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a)
:instructed his son, al-Hasan (‘a) saying

هِمَهَِّتلا نَطِاوَمَوَ  كَاَّیإِ 

ُّرغُیَ ءِوُّسلا  نَیرِقَ  َّنإِفَ  ءَوُّسلا ، هِِب  نَوُنظْمَْلا  سَِلجْمَْلاوَ 

.هُسَیِلجَ

Beware of presenting

yourself in situations that bring about ill reputation and sessions known for

(evil, for a wicked friend may seduce him who sits with him.(2

:Umar ibn Yazid has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying`

لَهْأَ اوُبحَصْتَ  لاَ 

دٍحِاوَکَ سِاَّنلا  دَْنعِ  اوُنوکُتَفَ  مْهُوسُِلاجَُت  لاَوَ  عِدَِبْلا 
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: مََّلسَوَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  لَاقَوَ  .مْهُْنِم 

.هِِنیرِقَوَ هِِلیِلخَ  نِیدِ  یلَعَ  ءُرْمَْلا 

Do not keep company

with heretical people and do not participate in their sessions, lest you be equated

with them in the eyes of people. The Messenger of Allah (S) has said, “Man

(follows the religion of his friend and companion.”(3

p: 44

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:5, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:422, S. 19, H. 4 [- 2 - ] 2
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Hammad ibn `Amr and Anas ibn Muhammad have reported on the authority of Anas’s
father that Ja`far ibn Muhammad (al-Sadiq) (‘a), on the authority of his fathers,

:quoted that the Holy Prophet (S) instructed Imam `Ali (‘a) saying

عْفِتَْنتَ مَْل  نْمَ  ُّیِلعَ ، ایَ 

.هِِتسََلاجَُم یِف  کََل  رَْیخَ  لاَفَ  هُایَْندُ  لاَوَ  هِِنیدِِب 

O `Ali, it is worthless to

keep the company of one whom you will not benefit either from his faith or

(his worldly affairs.(1

A warning against associating with such categories of people means to avoid
befriending or sitting with them. However, if we consider this warning general (i.e. to
include all states of association), we can understand the reason behind it is that such
social relationships might develop into friendships, even if at the minimal level, and it
is better to avoid falling into any situation of suspicion that might tarnish one’s

.reputation

The second level is that of private relationship, conventionally called friendship (i.e.
(. making friends with some people

This level shares the general results, consequences, and commitments of the first
level of relations but differs from it in certain additional conditions, rights, and duties,
such as some financial and cultural rights. Discussing, teaching, and learning about
religious affairs as well as some political affairs, like discussing general situations of
the community, especially when the issues are very controversial, are permitted only

.among real friends

:Khaythamah has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) told him

p: 45

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:431, S. 28, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
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انَیَِلاوَمَ غِْلْبأَ 

نْأَوَ حِِلاَّصلا ، لِمَعَْلاوَ  اللهِا  يوَْقتَِب  مْهِصِوْأَوَ  مَلاََّسلا ،

، مْهِرِیقِفَ یلَعَ  مْهُُّیِنغَ  دْعُیَْلوَ  مْهُضَیرِمَ ، مْهُحُیحِصَ  دَوعُیَ 

یِف اوْقَلاَتَیَ  نْأَوَ  مْهِِتِّیمَ ، هَزَانَجَ  مْهُُّیحَ  دَهَشْیَ  نْأَوَ 

هًایَحَ کَِلذَ  َّنإِفَ  نِیِّدلا ، مَْلعِ  اوضُوَافَتَیَ  نْأَوَ  مْهِِتوُیُب ،

.اَنرَْمأَ ایَحْأَ  اًدْبعَ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ  اَنرِْملأَِ ،

Convey

my compliments to my loyalists and advise them to show reverence to Almighty

Allah: the rich among them must help the poor, the powerful must help the

weak, the living must attend the funeral ceremonies of the dead, and they

must assemble at their homes and discuss issues of religion, for such

meetings keep our work alive. May Allah have mercy upon a servant who keeps

(our work alive.(1

:Shaykh al-Kulayni, through a valid chain of authority, has reported Maysir as saying

Imam Abu-Ja`far (al-Baqir) (‘a) once asked me, “Do you (Shi`ite groups) often
seclude yourselves in special meetings and exchange discourses and freely say what

?” you have in mind

I answered, “Yes, I swear it by Allah. We often withdraw to exchange discourses and
.” say freely that which is on our minds

:The Imam (‘a) commented

ضِْعَب یِف  مْکُعَمَ  یِّنأَ  تُدْدِوََل  اللهِاوَ  امَأَ 
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، مْکُحَاوَرْأَوَ مْکُحَیرِ  ُّبحِلأُ  یِّنإِ  اللهِاوَ  امَأَ  .نِطِاوَمَْلا  کَْلِت 

عٍرَوَِب اوُنیعِأَفَ  هِِتکَِئلاَمَ ، نِیدِوَ  اللهِا  نِیدِ  یلَعَ  مْکَُّنإِوَ 

.دٍاهَِتجْاوَ

By Allah I swear, I do

wish I were with you on some of these occasions. By Allah I swear, I do love

your fragrance and your souls. You are verily following the very religion of

Allah and the religion of His angels. Follow (us) by means of piety and

(diligence.(2

p: 46

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:21, H. 6 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:567, H. 5 [- 1 - ] 2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 79 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_46_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Fraternity for Allah’s Sake

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) endeavored to develop such spiritual and intellectual relations
that people would soar to their highest levels and exceed blood fraternity in human,
social, and spiritual aspects. On achieving this, love and affection would be purely for
Almighty Allah’s sake and the outcome would be that one would love for his brother-
in-faith whatever he loves for himself (i.e. equality in desires and hopes) and even

.consider one’s brother-in-faith before himself

A tradition reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) describes this perfective sphere of
.relations among the individuals of the virtuous community

In his book, al-Majalis, al-Hasan ibn Muhammad al-Tusi has reported that, on the
:authority of his fathers, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

هِمَایَقِْلا مُوْیَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

عُمِسُْی امَکَ  مْهُرَخِآ  عُمِسُْی  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  هللا  نَِم  دٍانَُم  يدِانَُی 

؟ هِرِادَ یِف  هُُللاَجَ  َّلجَ  اللهِا  نُارَیجِ  نَْیأَ  لُوقُیَفَ : مْهَُلَّوأَ 

، هِکَِئلاَمَْلا نَِم  هٌرَْمزُ  مْهُُلِبْقتَسْتَفَ  سِاَّنلا  نَِم  قٌُنعُ  مُوقُیَفَ 

مَوْیَْلا مُُترْصِفَ  ایَْنُّدلا  رِادَ  یِف  مْکُُلمَعَ  نَاکَ  امَ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ :

یِف ُّباحَتََن  اَّنکُ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : هِرِادَ ؟ یِف  یَلاعَتَ  اللهِا  نَارَیجِ 

دِْنعِ نِْم  دٍانَُم  يدِانَُیفَ  لَاقَ : .یَلاعَتَ  اللهِا  یِف  رُزَاوَتََنوَ  اللهِا 

یَلإِ نَوقُِلطَْنیَفَ  .مْهُلَیِبسَ  اوُّلخَ  .يدِابَعِ  قَدَصَ  یَلاعَتَ : اللهِا 

.بٍاسَحِ رِْیغَِب  هَِّنجَْلا  یِف  اللهِا  رِاوَجِ 

,On the Day of Resurrection

a spokesangel will cry out with a call heard by the last of the crowds in the

same volume heard by the first. He will call out, “Where are the neighbors of
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Allah, the Majestic, in His abode?” Then, a group of people will stand up and

will be received by a group of angels. “What were your deeds in the worldly

abode due to which you are now the neighbors of Allah, the Exalted, in His

abode?” The angels will ask. “We used to love each other for Allah’s sake and

help one another for His sake, too,” they will answer. An angel will say on

.” behalf of Allah, “True are the words of My servants. Clear the way for them

Then they will walk into the neighborhood of Allah in Paradise without (their

.deeds) being accounted

p: 47
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:Commenting on this, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said

یِف اللهِا  نُارَیجِ  ءِلاَؤُهَفَ 

لاَوَ سُاَّنلا  بُسَاحَُیوَ  نَوُفاخَیَ ، لاَوَ  سُاَّنلا  فُاخَیَ  هِرِادَ ،

.نَوُبسَاحَُی

These are verily the

,neighbors of Allah in His abode. When people will fear, these will not fear

and when people are stopped for settling their accounts, these will not be faced

(with it.(1

In his book of al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni, reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have quoted
:the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

هِیِف َّنکُ  نْمَ  لٍاصَخِ  ُّتسِ 

ُّبحُِی اللهِا … نِیمِیَ  نْعَوَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  يِدَیَ  نَْیَب  نَاکَ 

هُرَکْیَوَ هِِلهْأَ ، ِّزعَلأَِ  ُّبحُِی  امَ  هِیخِلأَِ  مُِلسْمُْلا  ءُرْمَْلا 

، هِِلهْأَ ِّزعَلأَِ  هُرَکْیَ  امَ  هِیخِلأَِ  مُِلسْمُْلا  ءُرْمَْلا 

هَُّثَب هَِلزِْنمَْلا  کَْلِتِب  هُْنِم  نَاکَ  اذَإِ  هَیَلاَوِْلا … هُحُصِانَُیوَ 

وَهُ نْإِ  هِِنزْحُِل  نَزِحَوَ  حَرِفَ ، وَهُ  نْإِ  هِحِرَفَِل  حَرِفَفَ  هَُّمهَ 

َّلاإِوِ هُْنعَ ، جََّرفَ  هُْنعَ  جُِّرفَُی  امَ  هُدَْنعِ  نَاکَ  نْإِوَ  نَزِحَ ،

: مََّلسَوَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  لَاقَ  هَُل … اعَدَ 

مْهُهُوجُوُ اللهِا  يِدَیَ  نَْیَب  شِرْعَْلا  نِیمِیَ  نْعَ  اًقْلخَ  َّنإِ اللهِ 

لُأَسْیَ .هِیَحِاَّضلا  سِمَّْشلا  نَِم  أُوَضْأَوَ  جِْلَّثلا  نَِم  ضُیَْبأَ 
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لِلاَجَ یِف  اوُّباحَتَ  نَیذَِّلا  ءِلاَؤُهَ  لُاقَُیفَ : ءِلاَؤُهَ ؟ امَ  لُِئاَّسلا :

.اللهِا

Whoever has six features

in his personality shall be in the presence of Almighty Allah and to His

right…A Muslim, who loves for his brother-in-faith whatever he loves for the

dearest of his family members, dislikes for him whatever he dislikes for the

…dearest of his family members, acts honestly with him in terms of friendship

If he attains this rank with his brother-in-faith, when he passes his grievances

on to him, his brother-in-faith will then certainly rejoice at his delight

and feel sad on his grief. If he can do anything to relieve his

brother-in-faith, he will certainly do so or, at least, pray for him…The

Messenger of Allah (S) said: “Almighty Allah has some creatures who will be

positioned to the right of the Divine Throne in the presence of Almighty

Allah. Their faces will be as white as snow and as brilliant as sunlight at

forenoon. When it is asked about them, the answer will be that these are

(those who loved each other for the sake of Almighty Allah’s majesty.”(2

p: 48

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:434, S. 15, H. 15 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:542, S. 122, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 2
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The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) took into consideration the different levels of this private
relationship. It is therefore possible to classify such private relations into general and
special friendships. This classification is based on the degree of commitment to the
doctrines and principles of Islam, and the profundity and firmness of religious values
and ideals in behavior and practice. On the strength of this classification, faith and
loyalty to the (divinely commissioned) leadership of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) plays an
important role in firming up such relations from which result the kind of rights and

.duties demonstrated by the previously cited traditions

False Friends and True Friends

Referring to another aspect in the variety of the levels of social relations, the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) differentiated between two categories of people: false friends and true

friends. In one’s association with the earlier category, it may suffice to

p: 49
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say one has to meet people in society and associate with them because one’s
existence is dependent on their existence. Such a relationship is based on kind
association, mutual feelings, and sympathetic treatment, named by the Ahl al-Bayt

.(‘a) as ‘courtesy’ with the meaning good behavior with people

The second category, true friends, represents individuals who must be chosen
carefully as friends after observing their honesty, faithfulness, and good manners.
Only then is it correct to lean on such friends, put one’s trust in them, and depend on
them in one’s private affairs because they are known to stand by their friends in good

.and bad times and to be holders of their secrets and trusts

Yunus ibn `Abd al-Rahman has reported the following on the authority of Imam

(: Muhammad al-Jawad (‘a

In al-Ba¥rah, a man stood up and asked Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful
.(‘a) to define friends

:The Imam (‘a) said

نُاوَخْإِ نِافَْنصِ : نُاوَخْلإِا 

مْهُفَ هِقَِّثلا  نُاوَخْإِ  اَّمأَفَ  .هِرَشَاکَمُْلا  نُاوَخْإِوَ  هِقَِّثلا 

کَیخِأَ نِْم  تَْنکُ  اذَإِفَ  .لِامَْلاوَ  لِهْلأَاوَ  حِانَجَْلاوَ  ِّفکَْلاکَ 

دِاعَوَ هُافَاصَ ، نْمَ  فِاصَوَ  كَدَیَوَ ، کََلامَ  هَُل  لْذِْبافَ  هٍقَِث  یلَعَ 

.نَسَحَْلا هُْنِم  رْهِظْأَوَ  هُْنعِأَوَ  هَُّرسِ ، مِْتکْاوَ  هُادَاعَ ، نْمَ 

.رِمَحْلأَا تِیرِْبکِْلا  نَِم  ُّزعَأَ  مْهَُّنأَ  لُِئاَّسلا  اهَُّیأَ  مْلَعْاوَ 

لاَفَ .کَتََّذَل  مْهُْنِم  بُیصُِت  کََّنإِفَ  هِرَشَاکَمُْلا  نُاوَخْإِ  اَّمأَوَ 

نِْم کَِلذَ  ءَارَوَ  امَ  نْبَُلطْتَ  لاَوَ  مْهُْنِم ، کَِلذَ  نْعَطَْقتَ 

هِجْوَْلا هِقَلاَطَ  نِْم  کََل  اوُلذََب  امَ  مْهَُل  لْذِْباوَ  مْهِرِیمِضَ ،
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.نِاسَِّللا هِوَلاَحَوَ 

There are two kinds of

friends—friends of confidence and friends of grimace. The friends of

confidence are the refuge, the wings, the family and the wealth (of their

friends). If you confide in a friend, you should give your wealth and help to

him. You should also befriend his friend and antagonize his enemy. You should

.keep his secrets and defects (in confidence) and proclaim his good conduct

You should know, O asker, that the friends of confidence are as scanty as red

sulfur. Regarding the friends of grimace, you gain from them only your

pleasure; therefore, you should not deprive them of your pleasure. Do not ask

them for any further thing. Give them a happy mien and pleasant conversation

(as long as they give you their happy mien and pleasant conversation.(1

p: 50

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:404, S. 3, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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Faith—in the sense of believing in the divinely commissioned leadership of the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) and loyalty to them—is one of the basic conditions in the process of choosing
friends of confidence. The duties of people towards their friends, confirmed by the Ahl

.al-Bayt (‘a), are exclusively for this category of friends

Referring to this classification and variety in the level of social relations as well as the
general and special conditions of these relations, there is a set of traditions reported
from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) displaying other conditions and qualifications to be observed
in identifying the level of one’s social relations with others. Some traditions have
mentioned the positive characteristics that encourage such relations, such as piety,
devoutness, rationality, prudence, nobility, and excellent morals, while other
traditions have listed negative traits that discourage building relations, such as idiocy,

(corruption, fabrication, and stinginess.(1

p: 51

Refer to al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:409-432, S. 8-9,11,15-18 and [- 1 - ] 1
`Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 74:173-220 where you can find many traditions
confirming that the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) specified certain points as
conditions of choosing friends of confidence and identifying friends of grimace. All are

.originally connected to the principles to which we have previously referred
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.More details will be cited in the second part of this book

p: 52
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Special Treatment

Point

The fifth aspect of social relations is that there are certain categories of people who
.must be treated in a special manner

Although Islam, in its social concept, believes that all human beings are equal and
brothers of one another, we notice that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) dedicated special
treatment in the field of social relations to certain groups of people because of various
tangible reasons endorsed by human nature or factual reason-based criteria founded

.on public interest

These reasons are humane, religious, and political, depending on the various aspects
of the Islamic concept of social relations in general or social relations in particular,
placing all affairs in their natural position in the general structure of society and the

.categories of social relations

On many occasions, the Holy Qur'an has referred to such special treatment, including
:the following

بِحِاَّصلاوَ بُِنجُْلا  رِاجَْلاوَ  یَبرْقُْلا  يذِ  رِاجَْلاوَ  نِیکِاسَمَْلاوَ  یمَاتَیَْلاوَ  یَبرْقُْلا  يذِِبوَ  اًناسَحْإِ  نِْیدَِلاوَْلاِبوَ  ائًْیشَ  هِِب  اوکُرِشـُْت  اَلوَ  هََّللا  اودُُبعْاوَ 
ارًوخُفَ اًلاتَخُْم  نَاکَ  نْمَ  ُّبحُِی  اَل  هََّللا  َّنإِ  مْکُُنامَْیأَ  تْکَلَمَ  امَوَ  لِیِبَّسلا  نِْباوَ  بِْنجَْلاِب 

Serve Allah and do not

associate anything with Him and be good to parents and to the near of kin and

the orphans and the needy and the neighbor from among (your) kin and the neighbor

who is a stranger and the companion on a journey and the wayfarer and those

,whom your right hands possess. Surely, Allah does not love him who is proud

(boastful. (4:36

p: 53
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Relatives

Relatives, especially next of kin and, more especially, parents, enjoy special privileges
as regards social treatment. It is thus obligatory to sustain the root of social relations
with relatives and it is impermissible to cut off family ties. It is also obligatory to honor
and act piously towards one’s parents by means of acting obediently towards them

.and complying with their orders, yet within the limits of the religious laws

Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali has reported that Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful
:(‘a) delivered a speech in which he said

بِوُنُّذلا نَِم  اللهِاِب  ذُوعُأَ 

.ءَانَفَْلا لُِّجعَُت  یِتَّلا 

I seek Allah’s protection

.against the sins that hasten death

Abdullah ibn al-Kawwa' interrupted him, saying, “O Commander of the Faithful! Are`
:there sins that hasten one’s death?” The Imam (‘a) answered

هُعَیطِقَ کَلَْیوَ ، مْعََن !

مْهُوَ نَوْسَاوتَیَوَ  نَوعُمِتَجْیََل  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  َّنإِ  .مِحَِّرلا 

نَوُقَّرفَتَیََل تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  َّنإِوَ  .اللهُا  مُهُُقزُرْیَفَ  هٌرَجَفَ 

.ءُایَقِْتأَ مْهُوَ  اللهُا  مُهُُمرِحْیَفَ  اًضْعَب  مْهُضُْعَب  عُطَْقیَوَ 

Yes, there are! Woe unto

,you! They are breach of family ties with one’s relatives. Even if faithless

family members who gather and help each other are provided sustenance by

Almighty Allah. Some family members, who are pious, separate from one another
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and cut off their ties; as a result, Almighty Allah deprives them (of His

(sustenance despite their piety).(1

Anbasah al-`Abid (the worshipper) has reported that a man`

p: 54

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:347-348, H. 7 [- 1 - ] 1
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came to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and complained about his relatives. The Imam (‘a) advised
:him saying

.لْعَْفاوَ کَظَْیغَ  مْظُکْإِ 

Suppress your rage and

.treat them nicely

!” The man said, “They do such-and-such to me

:The Imam (‘a) said

مْهُلَْثِم نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  دُیرُِتأَ 

؟ مْکُْیَلإِ اللهُا  رُظُْنیَ  لاَفَ 

Do you want to be like

(them? Then, Almighty Allah shall never look at you.(1

:In his famous Epistle on Rights, Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) says

نْأَفَ کَِّمأُ  ُّقحَ  اَّمأَوَ 

کَتمَعَطْأَوَ ادًحَأَ  دٌحَأَ  لُمِحْیَ  ثُْیحَ لا  کَتلَمَحَ  اهََّنأَ  مَلَْعتَ 

کَتقَوَ اهََّنأَوَ  ادًحَأَ ، دٌحَأَ  مُعِطُْی  امَ لا  اهبْلقَ  هِرَمََث  نِْم 

عِیمِجَوَ اهَرِشََبو  اهَرِْعشَوَ  اهلجْرِوَ  اهَدِیَو  اهَرِصََبو  اهَعِمْسَب 

امَِل هًلَمِتَحُْم  هًلَباوَُم ، هًحَرِفَ  کَِلذَب ، هًرَشِبتَسُْم  اهَحِرِاوَجَ 

کَْنعَ اهَتعَفَدَ  یَّتحَ  اهَُّمغَوَ  اهُلْقِثو  اهمَُلأَو  اههُورُکْمَ  هِیِف 

عُوجتو عَبَشْتَ  نْأَ  تْیَضِرَفَ  ضِرلأَا  یَلإ  کَتجَرَخأَوَ  هِرَدْقُلا  دُیَ 

، یحَضْتَو کَُّلظُِتوَ  أُمَظْتَوَ ، کَیوِرُْتوَ  يرَْعتوَ ، كَوسُکْتَوَ  یَهِ ،
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نَاکَوَ اهَِقرَأَب ، مِوَّْنلاب  كَذُِّذلَُتوَ  اهَسِؤُْبب ، کَمَِّعنَُتوَ 

کََل اهَرُجْحِوَ  ءًاعَوِ ، کََل  اهَُنطَْب 

رُشِابَُت ءًاقَوِ ، کََل  اهَسُْفَنو  ءًاقَسِ ، کََل  اهَُیدَْثو  ءًاوَحِ ،

کَِلذَ رِدْقَ  یلَعَ  اهَرَکُشْتَفَ  کََنودُوَ ، کََل  اهَدِرَْبو  ایَنُّدلا  َّرحَ 

.هِقِیِفوتَوَ هَِّللا  نِوعَب  لاّإ  هِْیلَعَ  رُدِْقتَ  لاوَ 

اَّمأوَ

مَْل هُلاوَْل  کََّنأَوَ  هُعُرْفَ ، کََّنأوَ  کَُلصْأَ ، هَُّنأ  مَلَْعتَفَ  کَیبأَ  ُّقحَ 

َّنأَ مْلَعْافَ  کَُبجِْعُی  اَّمِم  کَسِْفن  یِف  تَْیأرَ  امَهْمَفَ  .نْکُتَ 

یلَعَ هُرْکُشْاوَ  هََّللا  دِمَحْاوَ  هِیِف  کَْیلَعَ  هِمَْعِّنلا  لُصْأَ  كَاَبأَ 

.اللهِاب لاّإ  هََّوُق  لاوَ  کَِلذَ  رِدْقَ 

مَلَْعتَفَ كَدَِلوَ  ُّقحَ  اَّمأوَ 

، هِِّرشَوَ هِرِْیخَب  ایَْندُلا  لِجِاعَ  یِف  کَیَلإ  فٌاضَُموَ  کَْنِم  هَُّنأ 

یلَعَ هَِللادّلاوَ  بدَلأَا  نِسْحُ  نِْم  هُتَیِّلو  اَّمعَ  لٌوئسْمَ  کََّنأَوَ 

یلَعَ بٌاثمُفَ  هِسِْفن ، یِفوَ  کَیِف  هِِتعَاطَ  یلَعَ  هَُل  هِنوعُمَْلاوَ  هِبرَ 

نِسْحُب نِِّیزَتَمُْلا  لَمَعَ  هِرِْمأَ  یِف  لْمَعْافَ  بٌقَاعَُموَ ، کَِلذ 

امَیِف هِبرَ  یَلإ  رِذِْعمُْلا  ایَْنُّدلا ، لِجِاعَ  یِف  هِْیلَعَ  هِرِثأَ 

لاوَ .هُْنِم  هَُل  ذُخلأَاوَ  هِْیلَعَ  مِایَقِْلا  نِسْحُب  هُنَْیَبو  کَنَْیَب 

.اللهِاب لاإ  هََّوُق 

مَلَْعتَفَ کَیخِأَ  ُّقحَ  امّأَوَ 

، هِیَلإ ئُجِتَْلتَ  يذَِّلا  كَرُهْظَوَ  اهَطُسُبتَ ، یِتَّلا  كَدُیَ  هُّنأَ 
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لافَ اهَب ، لُوصُتَ  یِتَّلا  کَُتَّوُقوَ  هِیلَعَ ، دُمِتَْعتَ  يذَِّلا  كَُّزعِوَ 

ِّقحَب مِْلُّظلِل  هًَّدعُ  لاو  هَِّللا  هِیصعمَ  یلَع  احًلاسِ  هُذْخَِّتتَ 

هِِّودُعَ یلَعَ  هِِتنوعُمَوَ  هِسِْفن  یلَعَ  هُتَرصُْن  عْدَتَ  لاو  هَِّللا ،

هِیَلإ هِحَیصَِّنلا  هِیَدأْتَو  هِنیطایَشَ  نَْیَبو  هُنَْیَب  لَوْحَْلاوَ 

هََباجَلإا نَسَحْأَوَ  هِبرَِل  دَاقَنا  نْإفَ  هَِّللا  یِف  هِْیلَعَ  لِابَقلإاو 

.هُْنِم کَْیلَعَ  مَرَکْأَوَ  كَدَْنعِ  رَثآ  اللهُا  نِکُیَْلفَ  لاّإوَ  هَُل 

The right of your mother is that you know that she

carried you where no one carries anyone, she gave to you the fruit of her

,heart which no one gives to anyone, and she protected you with her hearing

sight, hands, legs, hair, and skin as well as all her organs. She was highly

delighted, happy, eager, and enduring the harm, pain, heaviness, and grief

.until the hand of power saved her from you and brought you out to this earth

She did not care if she went hungry as long as you ate, was naked as long as

you were clothed, was thirsty as long as you drank, was in the sun as long as

you were in the shade, was miserable as long as you were happy, and was

deprived of sleeping as long as you were resting. Her abdomen was your

container, her lap your seat, her breast your drink, and her soul was your

fort. She protected you from heat and cold. You should thank her for all

that. You will not be able to show her gratitude except through Allah’s help

.and grace of thanksgiving
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The right of your father is that you know that he is your

root and you are his branch. Without him, you would not be. Whenever you see

anything in yourself that pleases you, know that your father is the origin of

.its blessing upon you. Therefore, praise Allah and thank Him in that measure

All power belongs to Allah.1

The right of your child

,is that you should know that he is from you and will be ascribed to you

.through both his good and his evil, in the immediate affairs of this world

You are responsible for what has been entrusted to you, such as educating him

in good conduct, pointing him in the direction of his Lord, and helping him

to obey Him. So, act toward him with the behavior of one who knows that he

will be rewarded for doing good and punished for doing evil. In his affairs, behave

with the actions of those who adorn their children with their good deeds and

those who are justified before their Lord because they did well in the

.discipline and the custody of their sons. All power belongs to Allah

The right of your brother

is that you know that he is your hand that you extend, your back from whom

you seek refuge, your power upon which you rely, and your might with which

you move. Take him not as a weapon with which to disobey Allah, nor as

equipment with which to wrong Allah’s creatures. Do not neglect to help him
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against his own ill intentions and against his enemy, prevent him from

joining villains, give him good counsel, and associate with him for Allah’s

sake. If he obeys Allah and responds to Him properly, well and good, but if

(not, you should prefer and honor Allah more than him.(2

p: 55

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:593, S. 149, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 1
.Ibn Shu`bah al-Harrani, Tuhaf al-`Uqul, pp. 363 [- 3 - ] 2
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p: 56

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 97 of 598

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 57

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 98 of 598

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


This special treatment with relatives involves the lineal tie, which designates the
extension of man’s existence and progress. It is experienced as a natural feeling, and
has an ethical aspect, especially with reference to taking care of and acting piously
towards parents, which is a sort of gratitude, good turn, lenience, and mercy to the

old and the

p: 58
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:weak. Hence, the Holy Qur'an says

لُْقوَ امَهُرْهَْنتَ  اَلوَ  ٍّفأُ  امَهَُل  لْقُتَ  الَفَ  امَهُالَکِ  وْأَ  امَهُدُحَأَ  رَبَکِْلا  كَدَْـنعِ  َّنغَُلْبیَ  اَّمإِ  اًناسَحْإِ  نِْیدَِـلاوَْلاِبوَ  هُاَّیإِ  اَّلإِ  اودُُـبْعتَ  اَّلأَ  کَُّبرَ  یضـَقَوَ 
ارًیغِصَ یِنایََّبرَ  امَکَ  امَهُمْحَرْا  ِّبرَ  لُْقوَ  هِمَحَّْرلا  نَِم  ِّلُّذلا  حَانَجَ  امَهَُل  ضْفِخْاوَ  امًیرِکَ  اًلوْقَ  امَهَُل 

Your Lord has commanded

that you shall not serve any but Him, and be good to your parents. If either

or both of them reach old age with you, say not to them so much as “Ugh” nor

chide them, and speak to them a generous word. And make yourself submissively

,gentle to them with compassion, and say: O my Lord! Have compassion on them

(as they brought me up when I was little. (17:23-24

Furthermore, special treatment with relatives has a significant social and

organizational aspect related to Islam’s attitude towards the general structure of
society, on the supposition that family is the primary and paramount brick on which

.the social structure stands

Scholars

Islam has imparted special social behavior towards scholars and people of virtue and
.knowledge due to certain ethical, tangible, and social considerations

As for the ethical, tangible consideration, Islam looks upon knowledge as having
realistic worth that grants man a rank of perfection and elevation. The Holy Qur'an

:thus says

رٌیِبخَ نَوُلمَْعتَ  امَِب  هَُّللاوَ  تٍاجَرَدَ  مَْلعِْلا  اوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  مْکُْنِم  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  عِفَرْیَ 

Allah will exalt those of

you who believe and those who are given knowledge in high degrees. Allah is
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(Aware of what you do. (58:11

بِابَْلأَْلا وُلوأُ  رَُّکذَتَیَ  امََّنإِ  نَومُلَْعیَ  اَل  نَیذَِّلاوَ  نَومُلَْعیَ  نَیذَِّلا  يوِتَسْیَ  لْهَ  لُْق 

Say: Are those who know

.and those who do not know alike? Only the men of understanding are mindful

(39:9)

p: 59
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As for the social consideration practically adopted by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), scholars
occupy a distinguished social position represented in the leadership of the Islamic

.revolution in Iran and its authority over the Muslim nation

As confirmed in their traditions, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have been the worthiest to occupy
this position and the only ones granted this authority by Almighty Allah because they

.possessed knowledge of an unmatched, unattainable degree

Consequently, the leaders of Muslims must have full knowledge of Islam and be
.proficient enough to deduce religious laws from their sources

Treating scholars in special ways has been advised in authentic traditions. Shaykh al-
Saduq, in his book of al-Khi¥al, has reported Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful

:(‘a) as saying

َّلاأَ مِِلاعَْلا  ِّقحَ  نِْم 

َّحِلُت لاَوَ  بِاوَجَْلا ، یِف  هُقَِبسْتَ  لاَوَ  لَاؤَُّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ  رَِثکُْت 

رَیشُِت لاَوَ  لَسِکَ ، اذَإِ  هِِبوْثَِب  ذَخُأْتَ  لاَوَ  ضَرَعْأَ ، اذَإِ 

یِف هَُّراسَُت  لاَوَ  کَِنْیعَِب ، زَمُْغتَ  لاَوَ  كَدِیَِب ، هِْیَلإِ 

نٌلاَُف لَاقَ  لَوقُتَ : َّلاأَوَ  هِِتارَوْعَ ، بَُلطْتَ  لاَوَ  هِسِِلجْمَ ،

هُدَْنعِ بَاتَْغتَ  لاَوَ  اًرّسِ ، هَُل  یَشِْفُت  لاَوَ  کَِلوْقَ ، فَلاَخِ 

مَوْقَْلا َّمعُتَ  نْأَوَ  اًبِئاغَوَ ، اًدهِاشَ  هَُل  ظَفَحْتَ  نْأَوَ  اًدحَأَ ،

نْإِوَ هِْیدَیَ ، نَْیَب  سَِلجْتَوَ  هَِّیحَِّتلاِب ، هَُّصخُتَوَ  مِلاََّسلاِب 

نِْم َّلمَتَ  لاَوَ  هِِتمَدْخِ ، یَلإِ  مَوْقَْلا  تَْقبَسَ  هٌجَاحَ  هَُل  تَْناکَ 

یتَمَ رْظِتَْنافَ  هِلَخَّْنلا  لُْثِم  وَهُ  امََّنإِفَ  هِِتبَحْصُ ، لِوطُ 

مِِئاَّصلا هَِلزِْنمَِب  مُِلاعَْلاوَ  .هُُتعَفَْنمَ  هُْنِم  کَْیلَعَ  طُقُسْتَ 

مَلَثَْنا مُِلاعَْلا  تَامَ  اذَإِوَ  اللهِا ، لِیِبسَ  یِف  دِهِاجَمُْلا  مِِئاقَْلا 
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َّنإِوَ هِمَایَقِْلا ، مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  ُّدسَُت  هٌمَْلَث لاَ  مِلاَسْلإِا  یِف 

یِبَّرقَُم نِْم  کٍلَمَ  فَْلأَ  نَوعُْبسَ  هُعُِّیشَُیَل  مِْلعِْلا  بَِلاطَ 

.ءِامََّسلا

Among

your duties towards scholars are that you must not load them with too many

.questions

You must not precede them in answering. You must not insist when they avoid

answering a question). You must not impose upon them when they are tired. You)

must not point at them by extending a finger. You must not wink at them. You

must not talk confidentially to them during their sessions. You must not

inspect their flaws. You must not address them by stating opinions

contradictory to theirs. You must not reveal their secrets. You must not backbite

in their presence. You must support them in their presence and defend them when

,they are absent. You must salute a group of people generally but greet them singly

sit in their presence, precede all others to meet their needs, and you must

not become weary of long companionship with them. Verily, scholars are just

like date-palm trees; therefore, you must be patient while waiting for their

benefit to descend upon you. A scholar occupies the same standing of one who

permanently fasts, performs acts of worship, and strives for the sake of

Almighty Allah. When a scholar passes away, an irreparable crack occurs in
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Islam that continues up to the Day of Resurrection. Verily, when a seeker of
knowledge

passes away seventy thousand angels escort him and place him among the most

favored

(inhabitants of heaven.(1

p: 60

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:551, S. 123, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
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:In the famous Treatise on Rights, Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) says

هٌَثلاَث کَِتَّمِئأَ  قُوقُحُفَ 

کَسِِئاسَ َّمُث  نِاطَْلُّسلاب  کَسِِئاسَ  ُّقحَ  کَْیلَعَ  اهَُبجَوْأَ 

مِْلعِْلاِب کَسِِئاسَ  ُّقحَوَ  کِْلمُْلاب … کَسِِئاسَ  ُّقحَ  َّمُث  مِْلعِْلاب ،

عِامَِتسْلإا نُسْحُوَ  هِسِِلجْمَِل ، رُیِقوَّْتلاوَ  هَُل ، مُیظِْعَّتلا 

لاَوَ کَتَوْصَ ، هِْیلَعَ  عَفَرْتَ  َّلاأَوَ  هِْیلَعَ ، لُابَْقلإِاوَ  هِْیَلإِ ،

، بُیجُِی يذَِّلا  وَهُ  نَوکُیَ  یَّتحَ  ءٍیْشَ  نْعَ  هُُلأَسْیَ  اًدحَأَ  بَیجُِت 

، اًدحَأَ هُدَْنعِ  بَاتَْغتَ  لاَوَ  اًدحَأَ ، هِسِِلجْمَ  یِف  ثَِّدحَُت  لاَوَ 

رَُتسْتَ نْأَوَ  ءٍوسُِب ، كَدَْنعِ  رَکِذُ  اذَإِ  هُْنعَ  عَفَدْتَ  نْأَوَ 

لاَوَ اًوّدُعَ ، هَُل  سَِلاجَُت  لاَوَ  هُبَِقانَمَ ، رَهِظُْتوَ  هَُبوُیعُ 

هُکَِئلاَمَ کََل  دَهِشَ  کَِلذَ  تَْلعَفَ  اذَإِفَ  اًّیِلوَ ، هَُل  يَدِاعَُت 

هُمُسْا َّلجَ  هُمَْلعِ اللهِ  تَمَّْلعَتَوَ  هُتَدْصَقَ ، کََّنأَِب  اللهِا 

.سِاَّنلِل لاَ 

The rights of your leaders are three: the most incumbent

upon you is the right of a person who trains you through authority, then of

him who trains you through knowledge, and then of him who trains you through

property. Each trainer is a leader… You must honor the right of the one who

trains you through knowledge, by magnifying him, respecting his sessions,1 listening
to him, and attending to

him with devotion. You must avoid raising your voice in his presence, avoid
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answering others by letting him answer, and avoid talking to anybody during

his sessions. You must avoid backbiting in his presence, defend

him when something bad is

attributed to him, cover up his defects, demonstrate his good points, avoid

sitting with his enemies, and avoid incurring the hostility of one who is

loyal to him. If you do these, then the angels of Almighty Allah will bear

witness that you have tended to him adequately and have learnt his knowledge

(for the sake of Almighty Allah, and not for the sake of people.(1

p: 61

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:134, S. 3, H. 1. Translator’s Note: According to - 1
کَسِِئاسَ ُّقحَ  اَّمأَوَ  : Tuhaf al-`Uqul, this paragraph has been mentioned in the following form

مِْلعِْلا نَِم  هُْنعَ  کَِب  ینَغِ  امَ لاَ  یفَ  کَسِْفَن  یلَعَ  هَُل  هَُنوعُمَْلاوَ  هِْیلَعَ  لُابـَْقلإِاوَ  هِْیَلإِ  عِامَِتسـْلإا  نُسْحُوَ  هِسِِلجْمَِل  رُیِقوَّْتلاوَ  هَُل  مُیظِْعَّتلافـَ  مِْلعِْلاِـب 
امَ یِف  کََّنأَ  مَلَْعتَ  نْأَوَ  تِاوَهََّشلا  صِْقَنوَ  تِاَّذَّللا  كِرْتَِب  كَرَصـََب  هَُل  یَِلجُْتوَ  کَبَْلقَ  هَُل  یَِّکزَُتوَ  کَمَهْفَ  هُرَضـِحُْتوَ  کَلـَْقعَ  هَُل  غَرِْفُت  نْأَِـب 
اذَإِ هُْنعَ  اهَِب  مِایَقِْلاوَ  هِِتَلاسَرِ  هِیَدِأْتَ  یِف  هُْنخُتَ  لاَوَ  مْهِْیَلإِ  هُْنعَ  هِیَدِأَّْتلا  نُسْحُ  کَمـَزِلَفَ  لِـهْجَْلا  لِـهْأَ  نِْم  کَیـَقَِل  نْمَ  یَلإِ  هُُلوسُرَ  کَْـیَلإِ  یقَْلأَ 
The right of the one who trains you through knowledge is to اللهِاِب. َّلاإِ  هََّوُق  لاَوَ  لَوْحَ  ـَلاوَ  اهـَتَدَّْلقَتَ ،
magnify him, respect his sessions, listen well to him, attend to him with devotion, and
help him convey to you the knowledge that you indispensably need. You can do so by
emptying your mind to (receive) his information, pay attention to him, purify your
heart for him, open your eyes wide before him by means of abandoning the appetites
and the passions. You should also know that you are considered to be his messenger

when you convey the information that he provides you to the ignorant ones that you
meet. Therefore, it is binding upon you to convey it on his behalf properly, and avoid
betraying him when you are conveying his message and representing him. All power

.belongs to Allah
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Neighbors

Neighbors are also worthy of exceptional treatment to bolster social relations with
others throughout the geographical area and establish a sound and powerful local
social structure. Emphasizing the significance of this special treatment towards
neighbors in his last will to his sons, Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a),

(referred to the Holy Prophet’s instructions about neighbors.(1

p: 62

Translator’s Note: In his will for Imam Hasan (‘a) and Imam Husayn (‘a), Imam [- 2 - ] 1
مْهِِب یصـِوُی  لَازَ  امـَ  مْکُِّیِبَن ، هَُّیصـِوَ  اهـََّنإِفَ  مْکُِنارَیجِ ، یِف  اللهَا  اللهَا  : `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) said

Fear) Allah (and) keep Allah in view in the matter of neighbors,  ) .مْهُُثِّروَُیـسـَ هَُّنأَ  اَّننَظَ  یَّتـحـَ 
because they were the subject of the Prophet’s advice when he went on advising in
their favor until we thought he would allow them a share in inheritance. (Nahj al-

(Balaghah, Sermon No. 64
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Shaykh al-Saduq has reported another tradition carrying the same import in his books
Man-la-Yahzuruhul-Faqih and `Iqab al-A`mal on the authority of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)

:on the authority of his fathers (‘a) on the authority of the Holy Prophet (S) who said

اللهُا مََّرحَ  هُرَاجَ  يذَآ  نْمَ 

نْمَوَ .رُیصِمَْلا  سَْئِبوَ  مَُّنهَجَ  هُاوَأْمَوَ  هَِّنجَْلا ، حَیرِ  هِْیلَعَ 

یِنیصِوُی لُیِئرَْبجَ  لَازَ  امَوَ  .اَّنِم  سَْیلَفَ  هِرِاجَ  َّقحَ  عََّیضَ 

.هُُثِّروَُیسَ هَُّنأَ  تُْننَظَ  یَّتحَ  رِاجَْلاِب 

Whoever, harms his

neighbor shall be deprived of the scent of Paradise by Almighty Allah and

Hell shall be his final abode. What an evil destiny Hell is. (Archangel) Gabriel advised
me in favor of neighbors so insistently that I believed that a

(share of inheritance would be decided for neighbors.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted his father (‘a) saying

ٍّیِلعَ بِاتَکِ  یِف  تُْأرَقَ 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  َّنإِ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 

مْهِِب قَحَِل  نْمَوَ  رِاصَْنلأَاوَ  نَیرِجِاهَمُْلا  نَْیَب  بَتَکَ  مََّلسَوَ 

، مٍِثآ لاَوَ  ٍّراضَُم  رُْیغَ  سِْفَّنلاکَ  رَاجَْلا  َّنأَ  بَرِْثیَ  لِهْأَ  نِْم 

.هِِّمأُ هِمَرْحُکَ  رِاجَْلا  یلَعَ  رِاجَْلا  هُمَرْحُوَ 

(, In the Book of (Imam)`Ali (‘a

I read that the Messenger of Allah (S) wrote a paragraph in the covenant that

he wrote between the Muhajirun (Muslim emigrants of Makkah), the An¥ar
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Muslims of Yathrib), and the inhabitants of Yathrib, who joined them. It ran)

thus: Treat your neighbor as yourself; neither harm him nor attribute any sin

to him. The sanctity of one’s neighbor is the same as the sanctity of one’s

(mother.(2

p: 63

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:488, S. 86, H. 5 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:487, S. 86, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported as saying

اَّنِم سَْیَل  هَُّنأَ  اومُلَعْإِ 

.هُرَوَاجَ نْمَ  هَرَوَاجَُم  نْسِحُْی  مَْل  نْمَ 

Know that whoever does not

(act nobly concerning the rights of his neighbor does not belong to our group.(1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) reported the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نَاعَْبشَ تَاَب  نْمَ  یِب  نَمَآ  امَ 

.عٌِئاجَ هُرُاجَوَ 

Whoever spends his night

(satiated while his neighbor is hungry has never believed in me.(2

Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about the
.area of one’s neighborhood

:The Imam (‘a) answered

نَیعَِبرْأَ

.بٍِناجَ ِّلکُ  نِْم  اًرادَ 

(Forty houses on each side are included in neighbors.(3

The Weak

According to Islam, weak people must also be treated in special ways, including those
whose weakness is due to the nature of their physical structure—such as children,
women, old people, handicapped and retarded people. The human aspect in this

.special treatment is too clear to require confirmation
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:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

، مْکُءَافَعَضُ اومُحَرْاوَ 

.مْهَُل هِمَحَّْرلاِب  اللهِا  نَِم  هَمَحَّْرلا  اوُبُلطْاوَ 

Have mercy on the weak

amongst you and pray that Almighty Allah has mercy on you because of your showing

(mercy towards them.(4

p: 64

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:489, S. 87, H. 5 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:490, S. 88, H. 1 [- 3 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:492, S. 90, H. 3 [- 4 - ] 3
Abu’l-Fath al-Irbali, Kashf al-Ghummah 3: 142; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al- [- 1 - ] 4

.Anwar 78:83, H. 85 as quoted from the previous reference book
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This distinctive treatment also includes the financially weak, such as the poor, the
.destitute, the wayfarers, and other categories of needy people

Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) has quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as
:saying in one of his sermons

مْکُءِارَقَُف یلَعَ  اوُقَّدصَتَوَ 

اوُلصِوَ مْکُرَاغَصِ ، اومُحَرْاوَ  مْکُرَابَکِ  اورُِّقوَوَ  مْکُِنیکِاسَمَوَ ،

.مْکُمَاحَرْأَ

Give alms to the poor and the needy amongst you. Have a high regard for

the old amongst you. Have mercy on the young amongst you. Build good

(relationships with your relatives.(1

This special treatment also includes those deemed weak because of their social
conditions, such as orphans, slaves, and low-wage employees whose social

.circumstances force them to be under the supervision and custody of others

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers (‘a) that the Holy
:Prophet (S), in his instructions to Imam `Ali (‘a) said

َّنکُ نْمَ  عٌَبرْأَ  ُّیِلعَ ، ایَ 

مَحِرَوَ مَیِتیَْلا ، يوَآ  نْمَ  هَِّنجَْلا : یِف  اًتْیَب  هَُل  اللهُا  ینََب  هِیِف 

ایَ .هِکِوُلمْمَِب  قَفَرَوَ  هِْیدَِلاوَ ، یلَعَ  قَفَشْأَوَ  فَیعَِّضلا ،

تْبَجَوَ یَِنْغتَسْیَ  یَّتحَ  هِِلامَِب  هِِتقَفََن  یِف  اًمیِتیَ  یفَکَ  نْمَ  ُّیِلعَ ،

سِْأرَ یلَعَ  هُدَیَ  حَسَمَ  نْمَ  ُّیِلعَ ، ایَ  .هََّتبَْلا  هَُّنجَْلا  هَُل 

مَوْیَ اًروُن  هٍرَْعشَ  ِّلکُِب  اللهُا  هُاطَعْأَ  هَُل  اًمُّحرَتَ  مٍیِتیَ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا
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O `Ali, whoever carries out the following four acts, Almighty Allah

shall build for him a house in Paradise: (1) providing a shelter for an

orphan, (2) having mercy on the weak, (3) having compassion for parents, and

treating servants leniently. O `Ali, Paradise shall be unquestionably ( 4)

decided for the person who meets all the expenses of an orphan from his own

wealth such that he makes him financially independent. O `Ali, whoever strokes

the head of an orphan out of sympathy for him, on the Day of Resurrection, Almighty

(Allah shall grant him (a piece of) light for each single hair.(2

p: 65

Shaykh al-Saduq, `Uyun Akhbar al-Riza 2:265, H. 53; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar [- 2 - ] 1
.al-Anwar 96:356, H. 25 as quoted from the previous reference book

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:560, S. 19, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
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The Holy Prophet’s Progeny

Exceptional treatment has been confirmed for the Holy Prophet’s progeny from the
descendants of Imam `Ali and Lady Fatimah—peace be upon them—due to their
relationship to the Holy Prophet (S) in order to honor him, acknowledge his right, and

.sanctify his standing

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

لَُّبقَُی لاَ 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  َّلاإِ  هُدُیَ  لاَوَ  دٍحَأَ  سُْأرَ 

.اللهِا لُوسُرَ  هِِب  دَیرِأُ  نْمَ  وْأَ  مََّلسَوَ 

No one’s head or hand must be kissed except the Messenger of Allah’s or

(one who is considered to represent him.(1

:Al-Husayn ibn Khalid reported Imam al-Riza (‘a) as saying

انَِتَّیِّرذُ یَلإِ  رُظََّنلا 

.هٌدَابَعِ

Looking at our progeny is

.a kind of) worship)

p: 66

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:565, S. 133, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 1
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The reporter asked, “Does this mean the Imams from your progeny or all of the Holy
?” Prophet’s descendants

:The Imam (‘a) answered

عِیمِجَ یَلإِ  رُظََّنلا  لَِب 

امَ هٌدَابَعِ  مََّلسَوَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ِّیِبَّنلا  هَِّیِّرذُ 

.یصِاعَمَْلاِب اوُثَّولَتَیَ  مَْلوَ  هُجَاهَْنِم  اوُقرِافَُی  مَْل 

It includes all the

descendants of the Prophet (S) who neither violated his course nor are polluted

(by acts of disobedience to Allah.(1

p: 67

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:620, S. 165, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
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Blank
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Chapter Two: Rules And Foundations

Point

Prelude

Religious and Conventional Laws . 1

Controlling and Steering Emotions . 2

Justice meted out under all circumstances . 3

Nobility of Character and Indulgence . 4

Charity and Preceding Others in Charitable Behavior . 5

Good Example and Unique Behavior . 6

p: 69
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Prelude

The second area of discussion appertains to rules that identify the progress and
.direction of social relations and the foundations on which they are established

These rules and foundations steer the progress of social relations towards self-
perfection in the behavior of individuals and towards social perfection in the activities

.of the virtuous community

At the same time, they outline the ethical background and social behavior of the
individual by highlighting the role that ethics plays in achieving social perfection in an

.individual

Without these ethical restraints, social relations turn into a mere formal mechanism,
similar to customs and traditions, disintegrating as soon as the social structure suffers
the least change. This has actually taken place under certain conditions like
emigration from one society to another, cultural and social intrusions imposed on a
society, or overthrow of political regimes. In Western societies, ethics has turned into
barren laws and traditions lacking any significant connection to ethics, moral fiber,

.spirit, or sentiment

:The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) summed up these rules in the following points

Commitment to religious duties and conventional responsibilities . 1

Controlling and directing one’s emotions . 2

Deeming justice and fairness as the only level of comparison between others and . 3
oneself

Nobility of character and dealing with people in terms of . 4

p: 71
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forbearance and compassion

Charity and leading in charitable behavior . 5

Distinguished behavior, acting as good example in general social conditions . 6

These regulations are congruous with the Islamic aspects of social relations in trend,
goals, form, and content. However, it is necessary to deal with each of these

.regulations in detail to shed light on the claimed congruity and connection

p: 72
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Religious and Conventional Laws

Point

Commitment to the religious laws, reason-based pledges and covenants, as well as
common conventional manners approved by the Holy Legislator, is in reality an ethical
commitment towards Almighty Allah, the One and Only Lord and Creator Who has
bestowed uncountable graces upon humankind. Almighty Allah had taken a pledge
and a covenant from humankind that they would profess His Oneness in godhead and
lordship, and obey and comply with His commandments and prohibitions in this world.

:Referring to this covenant, the Holy Qur'an says

اَّنإِ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  اوُلوقُتَ  نْأَ  اَندْهِشَ  یلََب  اوُلاقَ  مْکُِّبرَِب  تُسَْلأَ  مْهِسـِفُْنأَ  یلَعَ  مْهُدَهَشـْأَوَ  مْهُتََّیِّرذُ  مْهِرِوهُظُ  نِْم  مَدَآ  یِنَب  نِْم  کَُّبرَ  ذَخَأَ  ذْإِوَ 
نَوُلطِْبمُْلا لَعَفَ  امَِب  انَکُِلهُْتفَأَ  مْهِدِْعَب  نِْم  هًَّیِّرذُ  اَّنکُوَ  لُْبقَ  نِْم  اَنؤُاَبآ  كَرَشْأَ  امََّنإِ  اوُلوقُتَ  وْأَ  نَیِلِفاغَ  اذَهَ  نْعَ  اَّنکُ 

When your Lord brought

forth the children of Adam and, from their backs, their descendants, and made

,them bear witness against their own souls, “Am I not your Lord?” They answered

,Yes! We bear witness.” Lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection“

Surely, we were heedless of this.” Or, lest you should say, “Only our“

fathers associated others with Allah before, and we were an offspring after

(them: Will You then destroy us for what the vain doers did?” (7:172-173

This commitment, therefore, is in reality the fulfillment of the pledge and covenant
mentioned in the Holy Qur'an and the acknowledgement of the religion and system of
Islam, which Almighty Allah revealed to Muhammad, His servant and messenger,
peace be upon him and his Household. This religion came to guide humankind,
organize their affairs, and build a virtuous human community so that the believers of

this divine message who fulfill this covenant form the
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.best nation

These religious laws and regulations, including all commands and prohibitions, are
based on actual advantage and disadvantage in both the individual and social
movements of humanity. Obeying these religious laws is in truth achieving
advantages and evading disadvantages. The second aspect of the Islamic concept of
social relations, reinforcing the social structure, cannot be put into practice except by

.means of gaining advantages and warding off disadvantages

Further, common conventional manners are just another expression of legitimate

social commitments that people of a society agree to use as customs; therefore,
conformity with these manners means conformity with people themselves and with
society. This is in accord with the first aspect of social relations—openness and

.sociability

Obligatory and Forbidden Commitments

Positive and negative implementation of such regulation is found in the details about
.the superstructure of social relations

As for the positive aspect, this regulation can be found in fulfillment of promises and
covenants, restoration of securities to their owners, participation in funeral
ceremonies, presence in congregational prayers and social gatherings, visiting the
sick, and like matters that will be discussed in further detail in the second part of this

.book

Regarding the negative aspect, application of regulation can be found in threatening
others, causing them damage, violating their sanctities, scrutinizing their weaknesses,
or spreading corruptive influences among them, which will also be discussed in the

.second part of this book

p: 74
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Controlling and Steering the Emotions

Point

The second constraint is to control one’s emotions, feelings, and passions during
involvement in certain events and in responding to the results and consequences of
those events. When observed, this regulation embodies self-perfection in man’s

.progress towards Almighty Allah

Many traditions, reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), emphasize such regulation as a
.means of attaining self-perfection

In two books entitled Man-la-Yahzuruhul-Faqih and Thawab al-A`mal, Shaykh al-
Saduq has reported through a valid chain of authority on the authority of Shu`ayb al-

:`Aqarqufi that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

بَغِرَ اذَإِ  هُسَْفَن  کَلَمَ  نْمَ 

اللهُا مََّرحَ  یَضِرَ  اذَإِوَ  بَضِغَ  اذَإِوَ  یهَتَشْا  اذَإِوَ  بَهِرَ  اذَإِوَ 

.رِاَّنلا یلَعَ  هُدَسَجَ 

Whoever controls himself

when he desires, fears, craves, or becomes angry, Almighty Allah shall ban

(Hellfire from consuming his body.(1

According to another tradition that is reported by Shaykh al-Kulayni in al-Kafi through
a valid chain of authority on the authority of Safwan al-Jammal, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)

:said

امََّنإِ

اذَإِوَ ٍّقحَ ، نِْم  هُُبضَغَ  هُجْرِخُْی  مَْل  بَضِغَ  اذَإِ  يذَِّلا  نُِمؤْمُْلا 

ذْخُأْیَ مَْل  رَدَقَ  اذَإِوَ  لٍطِاَب ، یِف  هُاضَرِ  هُْلخِدُْی  مَْل  یَضِرَ 
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.هَُل اَّمِم  رَثَکْأَ 

A true faithful believer is he whose rage does not induce

him to abandon what is right, whose approval (of something) does not induce

him to indulge in the wrong, and whose power does not induce him to take more

(than his due.(2
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Self-Building and Control of Emotions

Without a doubt, self-building is one of the most imposing acts that man adopts in his
progress towards self-perfection. According to an authentic tradition, the Holy

(Prophet (S) is reported to have described self-building as ‘the major jihad’.(1

One aspect of self-building is controlling emotions and steering them towards what is
.right and approved by religious laws and divine goals

In its subjective aspect, the significance of this regulation stems from educating and
strengthening the human will to be in a permanent state of harmony with reason and
religious laws in its choice and activity. The Holy Legislator has conferred a special
significance upon reason and granted it a vital role in the progress of humanity and in
guiding human will towards uprightness and helping human souls accomplish the final

.goal of their existence by controlling emotions during interaction

:In an authentic tradition, the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

p: 76
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returning from the battlefront, the Holy Prophet (S) said, “Blessed are those who have
performed the minor jihad, and have yet to perform the major one.” When asked
what the major jihad was, the Holy Prophet replied, “It is the jihad of the self (struggle

(.” against self
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قَلَخَ یَلاعَتَوَ  هَُناحَْبسُ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

.رِْبدْأَ هَُل : لَاقَ  َّمُث  .لَبَْقأَفَ  .لِْبْقأَ  هَُل : لَاقَ  َّمُث  لَْقعَْلا 

وَهُ اًقْلخَ  تُْقلَخَ  امَ  یِللاَجَوَ ، یِتَّزعِوَ  لَاقَ : َّمُث  .رََبدْأَفَ 

امَأَ .ُّبحِأُ  نْمَ  یِف  َّلاإِ  کَُتْلمَکْأَ  لاَوَ  کَْنِم ، َّیَلإِ  َّبحَأَ 

كَاَّیإِوَ بُِقاعَأُ ، كَاَّیإِوَ  یهَْنأَ ، كَاَّیإِوَ  رُُمآ ، كَاَّیإِ  یِّنإِ 

.بُیِثأُ

.When Almighty Allah created the intellect (i.e

reason), He ordered it to come. So, the intellect did. He then ordered it to

leave, and the intellect responded. Then, Almighty Allah declared, “By My

Might and Majesty I take this oath, I have never created any creature dearer

to me than you. I shall never deposit you in your perfect form except with those

(whom I love. Verily, it is you whom I will order, warn, punish, and reward.(1

According to another validly reported tradition, `Abdullah ibn Sinan asked Imam al-
.Sadiq (‘a) whether the angels or mankind were more favored

:The Imam (‘a) answered

بٍِلاطَ یِبأَ  نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  رُیِمأَ  لَاقَ 

لاَِب لاًْقعَ  هِکَِئلاَمَْلا  یِف  بََّکرَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ  مُلاََّسلا : هِْیلَعَ 

یِف بََّکرَوَ  لٍْقعَ ، لاَِب  هًوَهْشَ  مِِئاهَبَْلا  یِف  بََّکرَوَ  هٍوَهْشَ ،

نَِم رٌْیخَ  وَهُفَ  هُتَوَهْشَ  هُُلْقعَ  بَلَغَ  نْمَفَ  .امَهِْیلَکِ  مَدَآ  یِنَب 

نَِم ٌّرشَ  وَهُفَ  هُلَْقعَ  هُُتوَهْشَ  تْبَلَغَ  نْمَوَ  هِکَِئلاَمَْلا ،
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.مِِئاهَبَْلا

:Ali ibn Abi-Talib, the Commander of the Faithful, (‘a) said`

Almighty Allah installed in angels reason without appetite, and in beasts

appetite without reason; while in human beings, He installed both reason and

appetite. Thus, a human being whose reason overcomes his appetite becomes

more favorable than angels, but he whose appetite overcomes his reason becomes

(lowlier than beasts.(2
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Nobility of Character and Control of Emotions

Controlling ones emotions contributes to self-perfection of individuals, which
.automatically has a great bearing on the self-perfection of the whole society

Additionally, an individual characterized by uprightness and distinctive moral features
leaves an undeniable impact on the other individuals of society. An upright individual’s

.social behavior will necessarily reflect his or her sound psychological reality

For that reason, the Holy Qur'an, highlighting this ethical aspect in behavior, has
:praised the Holy Prophet Muhammad (S) for the excellence of his morality

مٍیظِعَ قٍُلخُ  یلَعََل  کََّنإِوَ 

Most surely, you conform

(to sublime morality. (68:4

p: 78
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Justice and Fairness under All Circumstances

Point

The third rule in social relations is the commitment to justice and fairness with all
people without discrimination. Hence, one is required to be fair even if such fairness
forces him to confess his mistake in any incident or issue. This rule expresses the

.ethical background of the Islamic concept of social relations

In its capacity as one of the most significant aspects of the social system, this rule has
been adopted by Islam as the basis on which its whole system is established. Hence,
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) regarded justice as an essential foundation of man’s relationship

.with Almighty Allah

Second to divine mercy, justice is a pillar in man’s relationship with the Creator; in the
production and distribution of wealth; in government; in judgment between parties of

.a dispute; and in man’s relationship with himself

Maintenance of Justice among People

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) emphasized justice and fair play as the basis of the social system
:in general and in social relations in particular. Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

، اوُلدِعْاوَ اللهَا  اوقَُّتإِ 

.نَوُلدِْعیَ مٍوْقَ لاَ  یلَعَ  نَوُبیعِتَ  مْکَُّنإِفَ 

,Fear Allah and act justly yourselves

(for you are censuring people who do not establish justice.(1

:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

p: 79

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:233, S. 37, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 130 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_79_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَِم یلَحْأَ  لُدْعَْلا 

.کِسْمِْلا نَِم  اًحیرِ  بُیَطْأَوَ  دِْبُّزلا ، نَِم  نُیَْلأَوَ  دِهَّْشلا ،

Justice

(is sweeter than honey, softer than butter, and more fragrant than musk.(1

Protest against injustice

The Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) prohibited unjust treatment of the people.
Usually, injustice is the result of misappropriation and disequilibrium in the accurate

.criteria of social relations

:Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

مُِلظْیَ دٍحَأَ  نِْم  امَ 

اَّمأَفَ هِِلامَوَ ، هِسِْفَن  یِف  اهَِب  اللهُا  هُذَخَأَ  َّلاإِ  هًمَلَظْمَ 

.هَُل رَفِغُ  بَاتَ  اذَإِفَ  اللهِا  نَْیَبوَ  هُنَْیَب  يذَِّلا  مُْلُّظلا 

No one commits a wrongdoing

but that Almighty Allah shall punish him for it in his personal affairs or

property. As for wrongdoings that one commits in his relationship with

(Almighty Allah, they are forgivable when the wrongdoer repents.(2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نِْم ُّدشَأَ  هٍمَلَظْمَ  نِْم  امَ 

.اللهُا َّلاإِ  اًنوْعَ  اهَْیلَعَ  اهَُبحِاصَ  دُجِیَ  هٍمَلَظْمَ لاَ 

No act of injustice is

graver than wronging one who has no helping power to repel it save Almighty
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(Allah.(3

Abu-Basir has reported that two disputing men visited Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and each
:one put forward his claim. After he had heard both of them, the Imam (‘a) said

p: 80
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امَأَ

مَوُلظْمَْلا َّنإِ  امَأَ  .مِْلُّظلاِب  رَفَظَ  نْمَ  رٍْیخَِب  رَفَظَ  امَ  هَُّنإِ 

لِامَ نِْم  مُِلاَّظلا  ذُخُأْیَ  اَّمِم  رَثَکْأَ  مِِلاَّظلا  نِیدِ  نِْم  ذُخُأْیَ 

اذَإِ َّرَّشلا  رِکِْنُی  لاَفَ  سِاَّنلاِب  َّرَّشلا  لِعَْفیَ  نْمَ  .مِوُلظْمَْلا 

سَْیَلوَ عُرَزْیَ ، امَ  مَدَآ  نُْبا  دُصِحْیَ  هَُّنإِ  امَأَ  .هِِب  لَعُِف 

.اًرُّم وِْلحُْلا  نَِم  لاَوَ  اًوْلحُ ، ِّرمُْلا  نَِم  دٌحَأَ  دُصِحْیَ 

Truly, I say, he that gains something by unjust means

has in fact gained no benefit. Verily, the wronged party seizes from the

faith of the wronging party more than the wronging party seizes unjustly from

the property of the wronged party. He that causes evil to people must not

complain against the evil that is caused to him. Verily, the son of Adam

i.e. man) will reap only that which he has sown. No one can harvest sweetness)

.from the bitter and no one can harvest bitterness from the sweet

Upon hearing these words, the two disputing parties made up with each other and
(left.(1

Giving others their rights even if it be against oneself

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) urged their followers to be fair with all people by giving them their
rights even if it went against their own interests. Hence, The Holy Imams (‘a)
confirmed that the quality of faith (i.e. iman) cannot be ascribed to anyone who does
not treat all people equally and give each one his due even if he does not receive his

.own due

Seemingly, any unjust act in social relations initially arises from one’s preferring
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oneself to others and giving one’s own right precedence over the rights of others. This
trend then develops to include preferring certain individuals to others and giving the
rights of a certain group precedence over the rights of the public. Justice will be

established among all people when each person gives all others their

p: 81
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.due even if it is against oneself

:Imam Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

فُاصَْنإِ لِامَعْلأَا  دُِّیسَ 

یلَعَ اللهِا  رُکْذِوَ  اللهِا  یِف  خِلأَا  هُاسَاوَُموَ  کَسِْفَن  نِْم  سِاَّنلا 

.لٍاحَ ِّلکُ 

Three acts

are the masters of all deeds: (1) to treat people fairly even if it is against

oneself, (2) to be cordial with your brothers in faith, and (3) to praise

(Almighty Allah in all circumstances.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نْمَ

کَِلذَفَ هِسِْفَن  نِْم  سَاَّنلا  فَصَْنأَوَ  هِِلامَ  نِْم  رَیقِفَْلا  یسَاوَ 

.اًقّحَ نُِمؤْمُْلا 

He who financially

comforts the poor from his wealth and gives people their dues, even if it be against

(his own interests, is a true and faithful believer.(2

:Abu-`Ubaydah al-Hadhdha' has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

لاَأَ

سِاَّنلا فُاصَْنإِ  هِقِْلخَ ؟ یلَعَ  اللهُا  ضَرَتَْفا  امَ  َّدشَأَِب  كَرُِبخْأُ 

رُکْذِوَ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یِف  نِاوَخْلإِا  هُاسَاوَُموَ  مْهِسِفُْنأَ  نِْم 
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لَمِعَ هٌعَاطَ  هَُل  تْضَرَعَ  نْإِفَ  لٍاحَ ، ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا 

.اهَکَرَتَ هٌیَصِْعمَ  هَُل  تْضَرَعَ  نْإِوَ  اهَِب 

May I tell you about

the most difficult duty that Almighty Allah has imposed on His creatures? It

is to give others their rights against oneself, to equate brethren-in-faith

with oneself, to praise Almighty Allah under all conditions, to perform any

act of obedience to Almighty Allah whenever it is encountered, and to avoid

(any act of disobedience to Him whenever encountered.(3

p: 82

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:225, S. 34, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
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The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) instructed their followers strongly to love for their brethren-in-
.faith whatever they loved for themselves

This instruction can be evidently seen in Imam `Ali’s instructive letter to his son,
:Imam Hasan (‘a), in which he said

ُّبحُِت امَ  كَرِْیغَِل  بِْبحْأَفَ 

.اهََل هُرَکْتَ  امَ  هَُل  هْرَکْاوَ  کَسِْفنَِل 

Love for the others

whatever you love for yourself and hate for them whatever you hate for

(yourself.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) also said

یَلإِ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  یحَوْأَ 

هٌدَحِاوَ تٍامَِلکَ : عَِبرْأَ  یِف  مَلاَکَْلا  کََل  عُمَجْأَسَ  یِّنإِ  مَدَآ :

هٌدَحِاوَوَ کَنَْیَبوَ ، یِنْیَب  امَ  یفَ  هٌدَحِاوَوَ  کََل ، هٌدَحِاوَوَ  یِل ،

یِندُُبْعتَفَ لاَ یِل  یِتَّلا  اَّمأَ  سِاَّنلا … نَْیَبوَ  کَنَْیَب  امَ  یِف 

جَوَحْأَ کَِلمَعَِب  کَیزِجْأَفَ  کََل  یِتَّلا  اَّمأَوَ  .اًئْیشَ  یِب  كُرِشُْت 

کَْیلَعَفَ کَنَْیَبوَ  یِنْیَب  یِتَّلا  اَّمأَوَ  .هِْیَلإِ  نُوکُتَ  امَ 

سِاَّنلا نَْیَبوَ  کَنَْیَب  یِتَّلا  اَّمأَوَ  .هَُباجَلإِا  َّیلَعَوَ  ءُاعَُّدلا 

هُرَکْتَ امَ  مْهَُل  هُرَکْتَوَ  کَسِْفنَِل  یضَرْتَ  امَ  سِاَّنلِل  یضَرْتَفَ 

.کَسِْفنَِل

Almighty Allah, through

revelation, addressed to Adam the following: I will summarize the whole
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,wording for you in the following four statements…one statement is about Me

the other about you, the third about what is between you and Me, and the

fourth is about what is between you and the people…The word that is for Me is

that you must worship me without setting any partner with Me. The word that

is for you is that I reward you for your deeds when you are in the most

urgent need for that reward. The word that pertains to what is between you

and Me is that you pray to Me and I respond to you. The word that pertains to

what is between you and the people is that you accept for them whatever you

(accept for yourself and hate for them whatever you hate for yourself.(2

p: 83
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Nobility of Character and Indulgence

The fourth rule according to the instructions of the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
is showing nobility of character, kindness and leniency while interacting with people.

.This is the ethical basis of openness in social relations

It is necessary to understand that the ethical tenor of social relations consists of love
and affection. It is not an empty, formal relation or a mechanism that is based on
mutual benefits and interests; rather, it is an emotional and sentimental tie because
social relations cannot attain perfection through common or personal interests but

.through mutual love and affection

Undoubtedly, good manners, showing affection to others, courtesy, and forbearance
in dealing with people are expressions of this love and indicate the first important step
on this path, remove all barriers and negative impacts that stand against love, and

.symbolize love at the time that its constituents and elements attain perfection

Traditions corroborating this tenor and its outcomes have been reported from the
(: Holy Prophet (S

Shaykh al-Kulayni, through an authentic chain of authority, has quoted Imam al-Baqir
:(‘a) as relating the following

A Bedouin from the Banu-Tamim tribe came to the Holy Prophet (S) and asked for an
:advice. The Holy Prophet (S) answered

p: 85

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 140 of 598

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


سِاَّنلا یَلإِ  بَّْبحَتَ 

.كَوُّبحُِی

Try to endear yourself to

(people and they will certainly love you.(1

The author of Wasa'il al-Shi`ah has dedicated two sections, in the chapter on laws of
association with people, to good manners and forbearance. In these sections, he has
recorded numerous traditions confirming this fact and relating the perfection of faith
to love and endearing oneself to others(2) because it has also been reported that true
faith and religion are in reality love. Let us now cite a number of validly reported

.traditions that confirm these facts

:Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا لَمَکْأَ  َّنإِ 

.اًقُلخُ مْهُُنسَحْأَ  اًنامَیإِ 

Certainly, the most

(faithful of the believers have the best manners.(3

:Imam Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

ثُیمُِی نَسَحَْلا  قَُلخُْلا  َّنإِ 

.دَیِلجَْلا سُمَّْشلا  ثُیمُِت  امَکَ  هَئَیطِخَْلا 

Verily, good conduct dissolves

(sins in the same way that sunlight dissolves snow.(4

:He (‘a) is also reported as saying

p: 86
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.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:433, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
Refer to al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:503-539, Chapter: Etiquettes of [- 2 - ] 2
Association with People (Ahkam al-`Ishrah), S. 104, 121. In addition, sections 29 and 30
are also full of other traditions demonstrating the importance of endearing oneself to

.others and associating with them with forbearance
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:503, S. 104, H. 1 [- 3 - ] 3
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:504, S. 104, H. 6 [- 4 - ] 4
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قُِلخُْلا نَسْحُ  َّنإِ 

.مِِئاقَْلا مِِئاَّصلا  هَجَرَدَ  هِِبحِاصَِب  غُُلْبیَ 

Good manners promote to the rank of those who persistently

(observe fasting and spend their nights in acts of worship.(1

:He (‘a) is also reported as saying

لاًْقعَ سِاَّنلا  لُمَکْأَ 

.اًقُلخُ مْهُُنسَحْأَ 

The wisest

(of all people are those with the best manners.(2

:He (‘a) is also reported as saying

اللهَا َّنإِ 

نِسْحُ یلَعَ  بِاوََّثلا  نَِم  دَْبعَْلا  یطِْعُیَل  یَلاعَتَوَ  كَرَابَتَ 

هِْیلَعَ ودُْغیَ  اللهِا  لِیِبسَ  یِف  دَهِاجَمُْلا  یطِْعُی  امَکَ  قُِلخُْلا 

.حُورُیَوَ

,Verily

Almighty Allah grants his servants a reward for good conduct equal to the

(reward of one who is frequently engaged in jihad in the way of Allah.(3

:He (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

هِارَادَمُِب یِّبرَ  یِنرَمَأَ 

.ضِِئارَفَْلاِب یِنرَمَأَ  امَکَ  سِاَّنلا 
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Just as my Lord ordered me

to persevere in obligatory (religious) duties, so also He ordered me to observe

(forbearance.(4

:He (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

فُصِْن سِاَّنلا  هُارَادَُم 

.شِْیعَْلا فُصِْن  مْهِِب  قُْفِّرلاوَ  نِامَیلإِا 

Treating people with moderation

is half of one’s faith, and to be lenient towards them is half of one’s

(sustenance.(5

p: 87

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:504, S. 104, H. 4 [- 1 - ] 1
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Sufyan ibn `Uyaynah reported that he once asked al-Zuhri whether he had met `Ali
ibn al-Husayn (Zayn al-`Abidin) (‘a). Al-Zuhri answered, “Yes, I have met him. I have
never met a person more virtuous than he is. By Allah, I have never known that he

.” had a friend in secret or an enemy in public

?” Sufyan asked, “How was that

Al-Zuhri answered, “Because all those who loved him envied him out of their abundant
knowledge of his outstanding merits, and all those who hated him used to treat him

(with tolerance because he treated them with even more tolerance.”(1

Fuzayl ibn Yasar reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) whether to love and hate
:for Allah’s sake is part of faith. The Imam (‘a) answered

ُّبحُْلا َّلاإ  نُامَیلإا  لِهَوَ 

؟ ضُْغُبلاوَ

Is true faith anything

?other than such love and hate

:Then the Imam (‘a) said the following Qur'anic verse to confirm his words

مُکُْیَلإِ هََّرکَوَ  مْکُِبوُـلُق  یِف  هُنََّیزَوَ  نَامـَیإِْلا  مُکُْیَلإِ  بََّبحَ  هََّللا  َّنکَِلوَ  مُّْتِنعََل  رِْمأَْـلا  نَِم  رٍیِثکـَ  یِف  مْکُعُیطُِی  وَْـل  هَِّللا  لَوسـُرَ  مْکُیِف  َّنأَ  اومـُلَعْاوَ 
نَودُشِاَّرلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوأُ  نَایَصْعِْلاوَ  قَوسُفُْلاوَ  رَْفکُْلا 

Allah has endeared…

the faith to you and has made it seemly in your hearts, and He has made

hateful to you unbelief and transgression and disobedience; these it is that

(are the followers of a right way. (49:7)”(2

p: 88
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Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:435, H. 16; al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 1:409, H. [- 3 - ] 2

.930, published by the Ahl al-Bayt World Assembly

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 146 of 598

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Safwan al-Jammal reported on the authority of Abu-`Ubaydah Ziyad al-Hadhdha'
:that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said to him

؟ ُّبحُْلا َّلاإِ  نُیِّدلا  لِهَوَ  کَحَْیوَ ! دُایَزِ  ایَ 

وَأَ مٌیحِرَ ؟}  رٌوفُغَ  هَُّللاوَ  مْکَُبوُنذُ  مْکَُل  رْفِْغیَوَ  هَُّللا  مُکُْبِبحُْی  یِنوعُِبَّتافَ  هََّللا  نَوُّبحُِت  مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  لُْق  : } اللهِا لَوْقَ  يرَتَ  لاَأَ 

: لَاقَوَ مْکُِبوُلُق ؟} یِف  هُنََّیزَوَ  نَامَیإِْلا  مُکُْیَلإِ  بََّبحَ  هََّللا  َّنکَِلوَ  : } هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٍَّمحَمُِل  اللهِا  لَوْقَ  يرَتَ  لاَ 

نُیِّدلا مْهِْیَلإِ } رَجَاهَ  نْمَ  نَوُّبحُِی  }

.نُیِّدلا وَهُ  ُّبحُْلاوَ  ُّبحُْلا ، وَهُ 

O Ziyad, is religiousness anything other than love? Consider Almighty

,Allah’s saying (in the Holy Qur'an), “Say: If you love Allah, then follow me

,Allah will love you and forgive you your faults, and Allah is Forgiving

Merciful. (3:31)” Consider Almighty Allah’s saying to Muhammad (S), “Allah

(” has endeared the faith to you and has made it seemly in your hearts. (49:7

He has also said, “They love those who have fled to them. (59:9)” Thus, the

(religion is love and love is religion.(1

Although love, mentioned in these traditions, stands for love for Almighty Allah, surely
to love Muslims and faithful believers for His sake has to be a class of faith because
such love stems from love for Almighty Allah and for His sake, as maintained by other

.traditions

:Sallam ibn al-Mustanir has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

نِْم اللهِا  یِف  نِِمؤْمُْلا  ُّدوِ 

یِف ضَغَْبأَوَ  اللهِا  یِف  َّبحَأَ  نْمَوَ  لاَأَ  .نِامَیلإا  بِعَشُ  مِظَعْأَ 

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 147 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_89_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.اللهِا ءِایَفِصْأَ  نِْم  وَهُفَ  اللهِا  یِف  عَنَمَوَ  اللهِا  یِف  یطَعْأَوَ  اللهِا 

When a believer loves

others) for the sake of Almighty Allah, this becomes one of the greatest)

parts of faith. Verily, he who loves, hates, gives, and withholds for the

(sake of Almighty Allah is one of His elite servants.(2

p: 89
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نِامَیلإِا يرَعُ  قَِثوْأَ  نِْم 

، اللهِا یِف  یَطِْعُتوَ  اللهِا ، یِف  ضَغِْبُتوَ  اللهِا ، یِف  َّبحُِت  نْأَ 

.اللهِا یِف  عَنَمْتَوَ 

One of the firmest handles

of faith is to love, hate, give, and withhold exclusively for the sake of

(Almighty Allah.(1

p: 90
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Charity and Taking the Lead in Charitable Behavior

Point

The fifth rule in the Islamic conception of social relations is to be charitable towards
:others. This act can be classified into two types

Charitable Behavior towards all People

The first type of charity is to behave charitably towards all people without taking into
consideration whether a tie between the source and the target exists or not.
Examples of this type of charity are public deeds of charitable people such as paving
roads, digging wells, building guesthouses, endowing property for public purposes,
feeding the hungry, helping the poor and the needy, building vocational institutes, and
establishing educational, health, and cultural centers. Similar activities of charity,
which demonstrate interest in the general affairs of Muslims can be described as

(. deeds that are fisabilillah (i.e. in the way of Allah

Such deeds, urged by Islam, are the most favorable and genuine form of charity,
since they bring about a great reward and compensation and contribute to the
perfection of individuals and communities. They are charitable acts that have no
direct connection with social relations, although they have a broad-ranging effect on

.social relations

Charitable Behavior in Social Relations

The second type of charity is direct charitable behavior towards certain individuals or
Muslims in general. This type of charity represents the basic pillar that helps perfect
social relations. It also presents love and affection as being the actual purpose behind

.building good social relations

p: 91
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It is the most powerful and effective means of gaining affection and love, evading
social problems, and diminishing negative reactions in social relations. Finally, it is an
image of the high moral standard of man. All these features are visible in traditions

.that stress the significance of doing good towards others

:For instance, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نْمَ یَلإِ  فَورُْعمَْلا  عِنَصْإِ 

وَهُ نْکُیَ  مَْل  نْإِفَ  هِِلهْأَ ، نِْم  سَْیَل  نْمَ  یَلإِوَ  هُُلهْأَ  وَهُ 

.هِِلهْأَ نِْم  تَْنأَ  نْکُفَ  هُلَهْأَ 

Do favor to those who

deserve it and those who do not, because if they do not deserve it, you are

(worthy of doing it.(1

:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

یَلإِ فَورُْعمَْلا  اوعُنَصْإِ 

.هُُلهْأَ تَْنأَفَ  َّلاإِوَ  هُلَهْأَ  نَاکَ  نْإِفَ  دٍحَأَ ، ِّلکُ 

Do favors to everybody. Even

(if they do not deserve them, you are worthy of doing them.(2

Doing Good to Oneself

In order to maintain equilibrium in this respect, Islam has rendered doing good to
:others as doing good to oneself. Hence, Almighty Allah says

اهَلَفَ مُْتأْسَأَ  نْإِوَ  مْکُسِفُْنأَِل  مُْتْنسَحْأَ  مُْتْنسَحْأَ  نْإِ 

If you do good, you will
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do good for your own souls, and if you do evil, it shall be for your own souls

(also. (17:7

In view of this, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) did not only instruct their followers to do good and
behave charitably. They asked their followers to precede all others in charity in

p: 92

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:528, S. 3, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:528, S. 3, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2
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such a way that the principle of conceding one’s right and treating others kindly would
become one of the social duties incumbent on true Muslims, as it raises one towards

.self-perfection and, at the same time, contributes to social perfection

:In this respect, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

تَْعطَتَسْا نِإِفَ  تَطَْلاخَ  نْمَ 

.لْعَْفافَ مْهِْیلَعَ  ایَْلعُْلا  كَدُیَ  نَوکُتَ  نْأَ 

If you can take the lead

(among those with whom you associate, then do it.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported as saying

: َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  لِوْقَ  یِف 

سَِلجْمَْلا عُسِوُی  نَاکَ  لَاقَ : نَیِنسِحْمُْلا ) نَِم  كَارََن  اَّنإِ  )

.فَیعَِّضلا نُیعُِیوَ  جِاتَحْمُْلِل  ضُرِْقتَسْیَوَ 

,Regarding the holy verse

Surely, we see you to be of the doers of good. (12:36)” He (i.e. Prophet“

Joseph (‘a)) was described thus because he used to make room in his

assemblies for those who had just joined them, borrow money to give to the

(needy, and help the weak.(2

p: 93

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:401, S. 1, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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Good Example and Unique Behavior

The sixth rule of social relations is to be perfect examples of social behavior. This
basic pillar builds excellent social relations and leads people to perfection. It is,

(moreover, the best means of teaching others ethical behavior. (1

The Holy Imams (‘a) ordered their followers to commit to this principle and play a vital
.role in persuading Muslims to emulate them

Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported, through an authentic chain of authority, that Safwan
ibn Yahya reported Abu-Usamah Zayd al-Shahham as saying that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)

:said to him

هَُّنأَ يرَتَ  نْمَ  یلَعَ  ْأرَْقإ 

يوَْقتَِب مْکُیصِوأُوَ  مَلاََّسلا ، یِلوْقَِب  ذُخُأْیَوَ  مْهُْنِم  یِنعُیطُِی 

قَدْصِوَ دَاهَِتجْلااوَ اللهِ ، مْکُِنیدِ ، یِف  عَرَوَْلاوَ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهِا 

.رِاوَجِْلا نَسْحُوَ  دِوجُُّسلا ، لَوطُوَ  هَِنامَلأَا ، ءَادَأَوَ  ثِیدِحَْلا ،

نَاکَ مََّلسَوَ ؛ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٌَّمحَُم  ءَاجَ  اذَهَِبفَ 

اودُهَشْاوَ مْکُرَِئاشَعَ ، اوُلصِ  .طِیخِمَْلاوَ  طِْیخَْلا  ءِادَأَِب  رُُمأْیَ 

لَجَُّرلا َّنإفَ  مْهُقَوقُحُ ؛ اوُّدأَوَ  مْهُاضَرْمَ ، اودُوعُوَ  مْهُزَِئانَجَ ،

هََنامَلأَا يَّدأَوَ  ثَیدِحَْلا  قَدَصَوَ  هِِنیدِ  یِف  عَرِوَ  اذَإ  مْکُْنِم 

کَِلذَ یِنُّرسُیَفَ  ٌّيرِفَْعجَ ، اذَهَ  لَیِق  سِاَّنلا  عَمَ  هُقَُلخُ  نََّسحَوَ 

اللهِاوَ .رٍفَْعجَ  بُدَأَ  اذَهَ  لَیِقوَ  رَورُُّسلا ، هُْنِم  َّیلَعَ  لُخُدْیَوَ 

یِف نُوکُیَ  نَاکَ  لَجَُّرلا  َّنأَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  یِبأَ  یِنَثَّدحََل 

، اهَنَْیزَ نُوکُیَفَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ  هِعَیشِ  نِْم  هِلَیِبقَلا 

، ثِیدِحَْلِل مْهُقَدَصْأَوَ  قِوقُحُْلِل ، مْهُاضَْقأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَِل ، مْهُادَآ 

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 154 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_94_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


: لُوقُتَفَ هُْنعَ  هُرَیشِعَْلا  لُأَسُْت  مْهُعُِئادَوَوَ ، مْهُایَاصَوَ  هِْیَلإ 

.ثِیدِحَْلِل انَُقدَصْأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَِل  اَنادَآ  هَُّنإ  نٍلاُف ؟ لُْثِم  نْمَ 

Deliver my greetings to

every one whom you consider to be obeying me and following my orders. (Say to

them): I advise you to fear Almighty Allah, to act piously with regard to the

affairs of your religion, to work painstakingly for the sake of Almighty

Allah, to be honest in speech, to fulfill the trusts entrusted with you, to make

.prolonged prostration before Almighty Allah, and to observe good neighborliness

Verily, these are the traits with which Prophet Muhammad (S) came. You should

give back things with which you were entrusted to their owners, be the owners

righteous or dissolute. The Messenger of Allah (S) used to order his

.followers to fulfill their trusts even if they were only a thread and needle

Build good relationships with your clans, present yourselves at their funeral

processions, visit the sick among them, and carry out your duties towards

them. Verily, if one of you shows piety in his religious affairs, speaks

nothing but the truth, and behaves politely towards the people, they will

refer to him as belonging to Ja`far and they will say that this is the way

Ja`far educates his followers. This thing will please me and fill me with

,delight. If one does the opposite, it is I who will be defamed and offended

since the people will then say that Ja`far has trained his followers in this
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manner. I swear by Allah that my father (‘a) told me that a (true) Shi`ite in

a clan would be the best of its individuals, the most trustworthy, the most

observant of their rights, and the most honest. The other individuals of that

clan would always keep their wills and

trusts with him.1 When they

,would be asked about him, they would answer that he was unmatched among them

(since he was the most trustworthy and the most honest.(2

p: 94

In an independent thesis, I have discussed the topic of excellent example and [- 1 - ] 1
its psychological and spiritual impacts, as well as its constructive role in societies. I
hope I would be able to publish it in an independent book. Besides, in this series of
books, I have discussed the topic of excellent example on a number of occasions,
especially in the chapters on goals and particularities, and spiritual and moral

.contents of building a virtuous community. It is therefore pointless to repeat
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:398 H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2
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Kathir ibn `Alqamah has reported that he once asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) for advice.
:The Imam thus (‘a) said

کَیصِوأُ

ءِادَأَوَ دِوجُُّسلا  لِوطُوَ  هِدَابَعِْلاوَ  عِرَوَْلاوَ  اللهِا  يوَْقتَِب 

اَنءَاجَ اذَهَِبفَ  .رِاوَجِْلا  نِسْحُوَ  ثِیدِحَْلا  قِدْصِوَ  هَِنامَلأَا 

اودُوعُوَ مْکُرِِئاشَعَ  یِف  اوُلصِ  .هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٌَّمحَُم ،

اوُنوکُتَ لاَوَ  اًنْیزَ  انََل  اوُنوکُوَ  مْکُزَِئانَجَ ، اودُهَشْاوَ  مْکُاضَرْمَ 

، مْهِْیَلإِ اَنوضُِّغبَُت  لاَوَ  سِاَّنلا  یَلإِ  اَنوُبِّبحَ  .اًنْیشَ  انَْیلَعَ 

.ٍّرشَ َّلکُ  اَّنعَ  اوعُفَدْاوَ  هٍَّدوَمَ  َّلکُ  انَْیَلإِ  اوُّرجُفَ 

I command you to fear Allah, relinquish prohibited acts, stick to

devotional acts, prostrate yourself as long as you can, fulfill trusts, tell only

truths, and treat your neighbor kindly. This is exactly what has been brought

to us by Muhammad—peace be upon him and his Household. Build up good

relations with the members of your tribes. Visit the sick among them. Attend

their funeral ceremonies. Represent us excellently (before others) and do not

create a bad opinion of us. Draw people to fondness towards us and avert from

(us every evil…(1

:Abdullah ibn Abi-Ya`fur has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying`

سِاَّنلِل هًاعَدُ  اوُنوکُ 

دَاهَِتجْلإا مُکُْنِم  اوْرَیَِل  مْکُِتنَسِْلأ ، رِْیغَِب  رِْیخَْلاِب 
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.عَرَوَْلاوَ قَدِّْصلاوَ 

Act as heralds to goodness

among the masses by other means than your tongues (i.e. speech) so that they

(can become aware of your diligence, honesty, and piety.(2

p: 96

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:400, H. 8 [- 2 - ] 1
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:According to another narration of the same purport, the Imam (‘a) said

سِاَّنلِل هًاعَدُ  اوُنوکُ 

عَرَوَْلا مُکُْنِم  اوْرَیَِل  مْکُِتنَسِْلأ ، رِْیغَِب  رِْیخَْلاِب 

.هٌیَعِادَ کَِلذَ  َّنإِفَ  رَْیخَْلاوَ ، هَلاََّصلاوَ  دَاهَِتجْلإِاوَ 

Act as heralds to goodness

among the masses by other means than your tongues (i.e. speech) so that they

can become aware of your abstention (from violating Almighty Allah’s

prohibitions), diligence, prayers, and goodness. Verily, these things are

(heralds.(1

By means of these rules and foundations, the Islamic concept of social relations
reaches perfection. It is significant that the five aspects of social concept are based
on a number of well-built foundations whose elements and details will be cited in the
.coming section of this book: the superstructure of the social relations system of Islam

p: 97

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:105, H. 10 2:78, H. 14 [- 3 - ] 1
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Part Two: The Superstructure Of Social Relations

Point

Prelude

Chapter One: Superstructure Of Various Aspects Social Relations

Point

Openness and Social Responsibility . 1

Reinforcement of Social Structure . 2

Contents of Social Relations . 3

Levels of Social Relations . 4

Special Treatment . 5
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Prelude

The superstructure of social relations denotes the details of the system of association
as tackled by books of traditions (i.e. hadith). This system is composed of a set of
obligatory laws on social etiquette and manners, deals with the various forms of
association with others, and presents the ideal and most accurate outline for building

.social relations

Islam has identified the aspects of this concept, outlined its foundations and rules and
(established (s

In the coming chapters, we will briefly discuss the details of this concept and the
relationship between these details and the two aspects of the Islamic concept of
social relations. The correlation between the rules of the concept and its features on
the one hand and the superstructure or details, on the other, will be made

.unmistakably clear

However, details and demonstration of the outlines and elements of this concept is
left for my independent book that is dedicated to the Islamic concept of social

(relations.(1

This section is composed of two chapters. The first chapter deals with the
.superstructure, which confirms and clarifies different aspects of social relations

The second chapter deals with the superstructure of the

p: 101

Basically, I have depended upon traditions quoted from al-Hurr al-`Amili’s [- 1 - ] 1
comprehensive and voluminous book of Wasa'il al-Shi`ah (in full, Tafsil Wasa'il al-
Shi`ah ila Tahsil Masa'il al-Shari`ah); Volume Eight: Kitab al-Hajj, Sections: Ahkam al-
`Ishrah (Laws of Association), as well as some other parts from Volume Eleven: Kitab

.al-Jihad, Sections: Jihad al-Nafs, al-Amr bi’l-Ma`ruf wa’l-Nahy `an al-Munkar
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.rules and foundations of the concept

.Discussion of details will follow the sequence adopted in the first section of this book

p: 102
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Aspect of Openness

Additional Indications of Openness

With regard to openness in social relations, the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
.demonstrate this aspect

Traditions emphasize exchanging greetings, because salutation is often the key to ( 1)
.building good social relations with others

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a)
:as saying

ُّبحُِی َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

.مِلاََّسلا ءَاشَْفإِ 

Verily, Allah the Almighty

(and Majestic likes offering salutation.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مَِّلسَُت نْأَ  عِضُاوََّتلا  نَِم 

.تَیقَِل نْمَ  یلَعَ 

To greet everyone you meet

(is a sort of modesty.(2

:Instructing Imam `Ali (‘a), the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

ءُاشَْفإِ تٌارَاَّفکَ : ثٌلاََث 

.مٌایَِن سُاَّنلاوَ  لِْیَّللاِب  هُلاََّصلاوَ  مِاعََّطلا ، مُاعَطْإِوَ  مِلاََّسلا ،

Three characteristics make
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amends for sins: (1) offering salutation, (2) feeding the needy, (3) offering

(prayers at night when others are asleep.(3

The Holy Imams (‘a) emphasized amity as a feature of true believers. In other ( 2)
words, a true believer must build

p: 103

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:438, S. 34, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:438, S. 34, H. 4 [- 2 - ] 2
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good relations with all people and endear himself to them so that he is a well-liked
person. Naturally, such amity is achievable only through wide-ranging relations and

.associations with others

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

مْکُُنسَحْأَ مْکُُلضَْفأَ 

، نَوفَُلؤُْیوَ نَوفَُلأْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  اًفانَکْأَ ، نَوأَُّطوَمُْلا  اًقلاَخْأَ ،

.مْهُُلاحَرِ أُطَوُتوَ 

The best of you are those

(with the best manners, whose ‘sides are generously prepared’,(1

who have close relationships with people and people have close relationships

(with them, and whose carpets are always trodden.(2

Traditions have emphasized the forbidding of alienation and rupture of relations ( 3)
between Muslims. Islam believes it is necessary to keep the door wide open in social
relations even if one party is unhappy. Things forbidden in Islam have grave

.consequences

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

.هِرَجَاهَمُْلا یِف  رِْیخَ  لاَ 

There is no good in breaking

(away (from others).(3

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported as saying

امَ

یِف امَهُْنِم  تُْئرَِبوَ  َّلاإِ  ثٍلاََث  قَوْفَ  ارَجَتَهْا  نِْینَِمؤُْم  نِْم 
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.هِثَِلاَّثلا

I will definitely disavow

.any pair of believers who forsake each other for more than three days

p: 104

.This is an Arab proverb indicating lenience, generosity, and hospitality [- 1 - ] 1
Carpets of those who have good relations with others are usually trodden; i.e. [- 2 - ] 2
they are frequently visited by people. See Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:102. The

.tradition is also recorded in al-Hurr al-`Amili’s Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:510, S. 105, H. 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:584, S. 144, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 3
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He was asked, “The wronging party deserves this, but why does this include the
?” wronged party, too

:The Imam (‘a) answered

رُیصِیَ مِوُلظْمَْلا لاَ  لُاَب  امَ 

؟ احَِلطَصْیَ یَّتحَ  .مُِلاَّظلا > اَنأَ  : > لُوقُیَفَ مِِلاَّظلا  یَلإِ 

Why did the wronged party

not go to the wronging party and claim that he was the wronging party so that

(they would make peace?(1

Al-Qasim ibn al-Rabi` has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), in his instruction
:to al-Mufazzal, saying

یلَعَ نِلاَجُرَ  قُرِتَْفیَ  لاَ 

، هَنَْعَّللاوَ هَءَارَبَْلا  امَهُدُحَأَ  بَجَوْتَسْا  َّلاإِ  نِارَجْهِْلا 

.امَهُلاَکِ کَِلذَ  َّقحَتَسْا  امََّبرُوَ 

Whenever two men leave one

,another and become estranged, one of them must be worth disavowal and curse

.and sometimes both parties are worthy of it

Mu`attab said, “May Allah make me your sacrifice. One may curse the wronging
?” party, but why is the wronged party then cursed, too

:The Imam (`a) answered

هُاخَأَ وعُدْیَ  هَُّنلأَِ لاَ 

یِبأَ تُْعمِسَ  .هِِملاَکَ  نِْم  هَُل  سُمَاغَتَیَ  لاَوَ  هِِتلَصِ ، یَلإِ 
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امَهُدُحَأَ َّزاعَفَ  نِانَْثا  عَزَانَتَ  اذَإِ  لُوقُیَ : مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 

: هِِبحِاصَِل لَوقُیَ  یَّتحَ  هِِبحِاصَ  یَلإِ  مُوُلظْمَْلا  عِجِرْیَْلفَ  رُخَلآا 

هُنَْیَب نُارَجْهِْلا  عَطَْقیَ  یَّتحَ  .مُِلاَّظلا > اَنأَ  یخِأَ ، يْأَ  >

ذُخُأْیَ لٌدْعَ  مٌکَحَ  یَلاعَتَوَ  كَرَابَتَ  اللهَا  َّنإِفَ  هِِبحِاصَ ، نَْیَبوَ 

.مِِلاَّظلا نَِم  مِوُلظْمَْلِل 

The wronged party may also

be cursed because he does not call the other party to reconcile…I heard my

father saying, “If two (of our Shi`ah) disagree with each other and one of

them prevails over the other, the wronged party should come to the other and

.confess that he was wrong, so that their disagreement will come to an end

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, is surely a fair Judge and will certainly judge

(for the benefit of the wronged party.”(2

p: 105

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:586, S. 144, H. 10 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:584, S. 144, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 2
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Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has also reported on the authority of his father that the Holy
:Prophet (S) said

ارَجَاهَتَ نِْیمَِلسُْم  امَُّیأَ 

نَِم نِْیجَرِاخَ  اَناکَ  َّلاإِ  نِاحَِلطَصْیَ  اًثلاََث لاَ  اثَکَمَفَ 

یَلإِ قَبَسَ  امَهُُّیأَفَ  هٌیَلاَوِ ، امَهُنَْیَب  نْکُیَ  مَْلوَ  مِلاَسْلإِا ،

.بِاسَحِْلا مَوْیَ  هَِّنجَْلا  یَلإِ  قَِباَّسلا  نَاکَ  هِیخِأَ  مِلاَکَ 

Verily, any two Muslims that

become estranged and refrain from reconciliation within three days will have

certainly abandoned the religion of Islam, and their brotherhood-in-faith

will be canceled. Hence, the party who precedes the other in making peace

(will also precede the other in entering Paradise.(1

Traditions have also highlighted the necessity of accepting the apologies of others. ( 5)
Hence, a true believer must accept the apology of those who had caused him pain.
This trait reflects the significance of maintaining good social relations, blocking the
door in the face of all sorts of rupture of relations, and eradicating the traces of the

.causes and effects of such dispute

Exceptions

Point

Islam has determined a set of exceptions in this field so that this concept is complete

.and the significance of openness emphasized

In our discussion of the fourth aspect of the Islamic concept

p: 106
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of social relations, we referred to some of these exceptions under general social
relations. Hereinafter, we will refer to these exceptions generally by summing them in

:the following four points

Avoidance of situations that cause one to lose one’s reputation ( 1)

Relations with people with bad reputations and suspicion must be avoided, because
they injure the reputations of the person who wants to build relations with them.

:Examples of such relations are the following

A. Relationships that bring accusations of sinful behavior or committing of illegal
deeds, such as associations with certain women—and even certain men and children,
are the first example. The same is applicable to associations with certain rich and
luxury-loving people. Accusations can arise from the origin, form, or nature of these

.relations. Some traditions forbid such associations

For instance, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the
:Holy Prophet (S) said

تُیمُِت مْهُُتسََلاجَُم  هٌَثلاََث 

، ءِاسَِّنلا عَمَ  ثُیدِحَْلاوَ  لِاذَْنلأَا ، عَمَ  سُوُلجُْلا  بَْلقَْلا :

.ءِایَِنغْلأَا عَمَ  سُوُلجُْلاوَ 

Association with the

following three categories of people desensitizes hearts: (1) sitting

with dishonest or unscrupulous people, (2) talking to women, and (3) sitting

(with the rich.(1

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has also reported Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) as
:saying
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.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:421, S. 18, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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هُسَْفَن ضََّرعَ  نْمَ 

هَُّرسِ مَتَکَ  نْمَوَ  َّنَّظلا ، هِِب  ءَاسَأَ  نْمَ  َّنمَوُلیَ  لاَفَ  هِمَهُّْتلِل 

.هِدِیَ یِف  هُرَیَخِْلا  تَِناکَ 

Whoever

engages himself in situations of accusation should not blame those who have a

.bad idea about him

(Whoever conceals his secrets will have public decisions in his hand.(1

:Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

، بِْیَّرلا فَِقاوَمَ  اوقَُّتإِ 

سَْیَل هَُّنإِفَ  قِیرَِّطلا ، یِف  هِِّمأُ  عَمَ  مْکُدُحَأَ  َّنفِقِیَ  لاَوَ 

.اهَُفرِْعیَ دٍحَأَ  ُّلکُ 

Avoid situations that

,bring about ill reputation. Avoid stopping even with your mothers in public places

(because not everyone knows that this woman is your mother.(2

B. Another example is relations that arouse accusations of doctrinal, ideological, or
political deviation, such as accompanying, sitting with, studying under, and receiving

.from people who are heretical or aberrant. Some traditions warn against this

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

، عِدَِبْلا لَهْأَ  اوُبحَصْتَ  لاَ 

لَاقَوَ .مْهُْنِم  دٍحِاوَکَ  سِاَّنلا  دَْنعِ  اوُنوکُتَفَ  مْهُوسُِلاجَُت  لاَوَ 

نِیدِ یلَعَ  ءُرْمَْلا  مََّلسَوَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ 
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.هِِنیرِقَوَ هِِلیِلخَ 

Do not accompany heretics

.and do not participate in their sessions, lest people equate you with them

The Messenger of Allah (S) has said, “Man follows the religion of his friend

(and companion.”(3

p: 108

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:422, S. 19, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:423, S. 19, H. 5 [- 3 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:430, S. 27, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 3
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Keeping away from wicked associates ( 2)

It is advisable to keep away from wicked individuals known for corruptive behavior.
By accompanying such individuals, nothing is gained except harm and grievance.

.Besides, one is influenced by the company one keeps

Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy
:Prophet (S) as saying

اورُظُْنأُ

تُوْمَْلا هِِب  لُزِْنیَ  دٍحَأَ  نِْم  سَْیَل  هَُّنإِفَ  نَوُثدِاحَُت ، نْمَ 

اًرایَخِ اوُناکَ  نْإِفَ  اللهِا ، یَلإِ  هُُباحَصْأَ  هَُل  لَِّثُم  َّلاإِ 

تُومُیَ دٌحَأَ  سَْیَلوَ  اًرارَشِفَ ، اًرارَشِ  اوُناکَ  نْإِوَ  اًرایَخِفَ ،

.هِِتوْمَ دَْنعِ  هَُل  تُْلِّثمُُت  َّلاإِ 

.Inspect those with whom you exchange discourses

At the hour of death, Almighty Allah will display everyone’s companions before

him. If righteous was their companion, they will be shown righteousness, but

if evil was their companion, they will be shown evil. At the hour of everyone’s

(death, I will be shown to him, too.(1

:Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have said

: مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَ  یسَیعِ  لَاقَ 

نْمَ رْظُْنافَ  يدِرُْی ، ءِوُّسلا  نُیرِقَوَ  يدِْعُی ، ِّرَّشلا  بَحِاصَ  َّنإِ 

.نُرِاقَُت

(Jesus (‘a
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said: Truly, an evil companion infects and a wicked associate leads to

(perdition. So, inspect those whom you keep company with.(2

On the other hand, associations with such corrupt individuals may be acceptable
when the purpose is to guide them to the truth or to achieve a private legal interest

.that is intended for a worldly or religious benefit

Wicked associates mentioned in traditions by descriptions or qualities are the
:following

p: 109

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:411, S. 11, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:411, S. 11, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2
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A. Those morally deviated from the path of religion, such as corrupt (sinful) people,
.liars, those who break off family ties, stingy people, cowards, and foolish people

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported the following

نَاکَ

مِِلسْمُْلِل یغِبَْنیَ  لَاقَ : رَبَْنمِْلا  دَعِصَ  اذَإِ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  رُیِمأَ 

، قِمَحْلأَاوَ رِجِافَْلا ، نِجِامَْلا  هٍَثلاََث : هَاخَاؤَُم  بََّنجَتَیَ  نْأَ 

، هُلَْعِف کََل  نُِّیزَُیفَ  رُجِافَْلا  نُجِامَْلا  اَّمأَفَ  .بِاَّذکَْلاوَ 

کَِنیدِ رِْمأَ  یلَعَ  کَُنیعُِی  لاَوَ  هُلَْثِم ، نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  ُّبحُِیوَ 

هُجُرَخْمَوَ هُُلخَدْمَوَ  هٌوَسْقَوَ ، ءٌافَجَ  هُُتَبرَاقَُموَ  كَدِاعَمَوَ ،

، رٍْیخَِب کَْیلَعَ  رُیشُِی  هَُّنإِفَ لاَ  قُمَحْلأَا  اَّمأَوَ  .کَْیلَعَ  رٌاعَ 

امََّبرُوَ هُسَْفَن ، دَهَجْأَ  وَْلوَ  کَْنعَ  ءِوُّسلا  فِرْصَِل  یجَرُْی  لاَوَ 

هُُتوکُسُوَ هِِتایَحَ ، نِْم  رٌْیخَ  هُُتوْمَفَ  كََّرضَفَ ، کَتَعَفَْنمَ  دَارَأَ 

بُاَّذکَْلا اَّمأَوَ  .هِِبرُْق  نِْم  رٌْیخَ  هُدُْعُبوَ  هِقِطُْن ، نِْم  رٌْیخَ 

لُقِْنیَوَ کَثَیدِحَ  لُقِْنیَ  .شٌْیعَ  هُعَمَ  کَُئِنهُْی  هَُّنإِفَ لاَ 

يرَخْأُِب اهََّطمَ  هًَثودُحْأُ  ینَْفأَ  امََّلکُ  .ثَیدِحَْلا  کَْیَلإِ 

قُِّرفَُیوَ قَُّدصَُی ، امَفَ  قِدِّْصلاِب  ثُِّدحَُی  هَُّنإِ  یَّتحَ  اهَِلْثِم ،

.رِودُُّصلا یِف  مَِئاخََّسلا  تُِبْنُیفَ  هِوَادَعَْلاِب  سِاَّنلا  نَْیَب 

.مْکُسِفُْنلأَِ اورُظُْناوَ  اللهَا  اوقَُّتافَ 

Whenever

he ascended the minbar (to deliver a speech), Imam `Ali (‘a) would

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 180 of 598

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


say, “A Muslim should avoid befriending three categories of people: the

sinful, the foolish, and the liars. The sinful shows you his evil acts as

good deeds, wants you to be like him, and does not assist you in the affairs

of your religion and your life to come. It is offensive and arduous to

befriend such an individual whose visit to you brings you dishonor. The

foolish can neither advise you nor save you from any problem even if he does

his best. Moreover, he may harm you although he intends to benefit you. His

death is better than his life, his silence is better than his words, and his

remoteness is better than his closeness. The liar deprives you of any pleasurable

association. He tells others of your conduct and relates the conduct of others

to you. Whenever he finishes telling one lie, he invents another so much so

that even his true statements seem untrue. He sows enmity between people to

(plant malice in their hearts. Fear Allah and consider your own good.(1

p: 110
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B. The socially ignoble and lowly, mentally and culturally retarded, such as the insane,
.the idiot, the mean, the timorous, the vile, the uncivilized, and the illegitimate

:Ammar ibn Musa has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) advised him saying`

ُّبحُِت تَْنکُ  نْإِ  رُاَّمعَ ، ایَ 

حَُلصْتَوَ هُءَورُمُْلا ، کََل  لَمُکْتَوَ  هُمَْعِّنلا ، کََل  َّبِتتَسْتَ  نْأَ 

، كَرِْمأَ یِف  هَلَْفِّسلاوَ  دَیِبعَْلا  كِرِاشَُت  لاَفَ  هُشَیعِمَْلا  کََل 

، كَوُبذَکَ كَوُثَّدحَ  نْإِوَ  كَوُناخَ ، مْهُتَْنمَتَْئا  نِإِ  مْهَُّنإِفَ 

.كَوفُلَخْأَ كَودُعَوَ  نْإِوَ  كَوُلذَخَ ، تَْبکُِن  نْإِوَ 

O `Ammar, if you want graces to be poured on you constantly, manliness

to be perfected for you, and livelihood to be stable for you, you must not share

,your affairs with servants and the lowly. If you entrust them with anything

they will betray you; if they speak to you, they will lie to you; if you are

exposed to a misfortune, they will let you down; and if they promise you

.anything, they will fail to fulfill it

:Ammar ibn Musa has also reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying`

رِارَْبلأَِل رِارَْبلأَا  ُّبحُ 

هٌلَیضِفَ رِارَْبلأَِل  رِاَّجفُْلا  ُّبحُوَ  رِارَْبلأَِل ، بٌاوََث 

ضُْغُبوَ رِارَْبلأَِل ، نٌْیزَ  رِارَْبلأَِل  رِاَّجفُْلا  ضُْغُبوَ  رِارَْبلأَِل ،

.رِاَّجفُْلا یلَعَ  يٌزْخِ  رِاَّجفُْلِل  رِارَْبلأَا 

The love of the righteous
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for the righteous is a reward for the righteous. The love of the sinful for

the righteous is a merit for the righteous. The hatred of the sinful for the

righteous is adornment for the righteous. The hatred of the righteous for the

(sinful is disgrace for the sinful.(1

:The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

p: 111

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:418, S. 16, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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هٌسَمْخَ

نُوُنجْمَْلاوَ صُرَْبلأَاوَ  مُوذُجْمَْلا  لٍاحَ : ِّلکُ  یلَعَ  نَوُبنَتَجُْی 

.ُّیِبارَعْلأَاوَ یَنِّزلا  دُْلوِوَ 

The following five categories of people must be avoided

(under all circumstances: (1) the leprous, (2) the mycobacterial,(1

(the insane, (4) the illegitimately born, and (5) the uncivilized.(2 ( 3)

Keeping Away from Those of Forbidden Occupations ( 3)

Traditions have also warned against associating with people who work in forbidden
occupations and corrupt jobs and mock at religious laws and the manners of Islam,

:such as those mentioned in the following traditions

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported his fathers (‘a) as saying

: مْهِْیلَعَ مَُّلسَُی  هٌَّتسِ لاَ 

یلَعَوَ هِطِِئاغَ ، یلَعَ  لُجَُّرلاوَ  ُّیِنارَصَّْنلاوَ  ُّيدِوهُیَْلا 

، تِانَصَحْمُْلا فُذِْقیَ  يذَِّلا  رِعِاَّشلا  یلَعَوَ  رِمْخَْلا ، دِِئاوَمَ 

.تِاهََّملأُا ِّبسَِب  نَیهِِّکفَتَمُْلا  یلَعَوَ 

The following six

,categories of people must not be saluted: (1) the Jews, (2) the Nazerites

men while discharging excrement, (4) men sitting at tables where wine is ( 3)

served, (5) poets who traduce honorable women, and (6) those who mock the mothers

(of other people.(3

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 184 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_112_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_112_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_112_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Seemingly, salutation in the previous tradition means the traditional salutation of
Islam (i.e. salam). However, to salute these categories of people with other forms of

.greetings (such as good morning and the like) is permissible

p: 112

Mycobacterium: Gram-positive, aerobic, filament-forming bacteria of the genus [- 2 - ] 1
Mycobacterium, or the family Mycobacteriaceae, which include the agents of

(tuberculosis and leprosy. (Oxford Talking Dictionary
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:431, S. 28, H. 4 [- 3 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:432, S. 28, H. 5 [- 4 - ] 3

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 185 of 598

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Similarly, al-Asbagh ibn Nubatah has reported Imam `Ali the Commander of the
:Faithful (‘a) as saying

نْأَ یغِبَْنیَ  هٌَّتسِ لاَ 

دِرَّْنلا بُاحَصْأَوَ  يرَاصََّنلاوَ ، دُوهُیَْلا  مْهِْیلَعَ : مََّلسَُی 

، رِوُبْنَّطلاوَ طُِبرُْبْلاوَ  رِمْخَْلا  بُاحَصْأَوَ  جِْنرَطُّْشلاوَ ،

.ءُارَعَُّشلاوَ تِاهََّملأُا ، ِّبسَِب  نَوهُِّکفَتَمُْلاوَ 

The following six

(categories of people must not be saluted: (1) the Jews and the Nazerites, (2

(those playing backgammon and chess, (3) those addicted to intoxicants, (4

,those playing lutes and mandolins, (4) those who mock the mothers of others

(and (5) poets.(1

Apparently, poets mentioned in the previous traditions are intended to mean

exclusively those who traduce honorable women or violate the religious laws and
regulations, such as poets who praise tyrannical rulers and corrupt people. This

:exclusiveness is deduced from the Holy Qur'an that reads

اورُکَذَوَ تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّلإِ  نَوُلعَْفیَ  اَـل  امـَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  مْهَُّنأَوَ  نَومُیهِیَ  دٍاوَ  ِّلکـُ  یِف  مْهَُّنأَ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ  نَووُاغـَْلا  مُهُعُِبَّتیَ  ءُارَعَُّشلاوَ 
نَوُبِلقَْنیَ بٍلَقَْنُم  َّيأَ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  مُلَْعیَسَوَ  اومُِلظُ  امَ  دِْعَب  نِْم  اورُصَتَْناوَ  ارًیِثکَ  هََّللا 

As for poets, the erring

,people follow them. Have you not seen how they stray in every valley? And

how they say that which they do not do, save those who believe and do good

works, and remember Allah much, and vindicate themselves after they have been

wronged. Those who do wrong will come to know by what a great reverse they
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(will be overturned. (26:224-227

p: 113

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:432, S. 28, H. 6 [- 2 - ] 1
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Keeping Away from Those Afflicted by Infectious Diseases ( 4)

Other traditions have warned against associating with those afflicted by infectious
diseases, as has been noticed in a previously mentioned narration as well as the

.following one

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), in the famous tradition of prohibitions (hadith al-manahi), is
:reported to has said

لُجَُّرلا مَِّلکَُی  نْأَ  هَرِکَوَ 

.عٍارَذِ رَدْقَ  هُنَْیَبوَ  هُنَْیَب  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  َّلاإِ  اًموذُجْمَ 

It is recommended for men

.to speak to a leprous individual from a distance of one arm between them

:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

كَرَارَفَ مِوذُجْمَْلا  نَِم  َّرُف 

.دِسَلأَا نَِم 

Flee from the leprous as you

(flee from a lion.(1

p: 114

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:431, S. 28, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
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Reinforcing the Social Structure

Point

At the level of reinforcing the social structure, we will notice a number of principles
and methods, in addition to the previously cited ones, confirmed by Islam in general

:and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in particular. These principles are as follows

Holding Meetings

Seeing it as one of the most favorable methods of strengthening the construction of
the virtuous community, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) established organized meetings purposed
to discuss religious and worldly affairs, because such meetings produce numerous

beneficial consequences in the fields of religion, spirituality, and morality. These
meetings were regarded as motivation for drawing near to Almighty Allah and as a
form of invigorating the affairs of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in addition to being opportunities
to relax and beg for forgiveness for sins. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) expressed love for all

.such meetings and their wish to have personally participated in them

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

یِف َّنإِفَ  اورُوَازَتَ 

، انَِثیدِاحَلأَِ اًرکْذِوَ  مْکُِبوُلقُِل ، ءًایَحْإِ  مْکُِترَایَزِ 

اهَِب مُْتذْخَأَ  نْإِفَ  ضٍْعَب ، یلَعَ  مْکُضَْعَب  فُِّطعَُت  انَُثیدِاحَأَوَ 

، مُْتکْلَهَوَ مُْتْللَضَ  اهَومُُتکْرَتَ  نْإِوَ  مُْتوْجََنوَ ، مُْتدْشِرُ 

.مٌیعِزَ مْکُِتاجَنَِب  اَنأَوَ  اهَِب  اوذُخُفَ 

(I advise you to)

exchange visits, for such visits activate your hearts and make you mention

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 189 of 598

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


our discourses. Verily, our discourses lead you to sympathize with one

another. If you apply them to yourselves, you will be guided to the truth and

you will be saved. However, if you abandon them, you will then be misled and

steered towards perdition. So, apply our discourses and I guarantee your

(deliverance. (1

p: 115

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:567, S. 23, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 1
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In addition to the account of Shaykh al-Kulayni, reporting Maysir as mentioned on
:page 46 there are other traditions, such as the following

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نَِم هٌَثلاََث  عَمَتَجْا  امَ 

، مْهُُلْثِم هِکَِئلاَمَْلا  نَِم  رَضَحَ  َّلاإِ  اًدعِاصَفَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا 

اوُعَدَ ٍّرشَ  نِْم  اوذُاعَتَسْا  نِإِوَ  اوُنَّمأَ ، رٍْیخَِب  اوْعَدَ  نْإِفَ 

اللهِا یَلإِ  اوعُفَشَ  هًجَاحَ  اوُلأَسَ  نْإِوَ  مْهُْنعَ ، هُفَرِصْیَِل  اللهَا 

.اهَءَاضَقَ هُوُلأَسَوَ 

Whenever three or more

faithful believers meet, angels of their same number are surely present with

them. When they (i.e. the believers) pray, the angels support their prayers; when

they seek Almighty Allah’s protection against an evil, the angels pray to Him

to ward off that evil from them; and when they beseech Him for a request, the

(angels intercede on their behalf and pray to Him to respond. (1

Mu`attab, Imam al-Sadiq’s manumitted slave, has reported that he heard his master

:saying to Dawud ibn Sarhan

َّیِلاوَمَ غِْلْبأَ  دُوُادَ ، ایَ 

عَمَ عَمَتَجْإ  اًدْبعَ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ  لُوُقأَ : یِّنإِوَ  مَلاََّسلا ، یِّنعَ 

رُفِْغتَسْیَ کٌلَمَ  امَهُثَِلاَث  َّنإِفَ  اَنرَْمأَ ، ارَکَاذَتَفَ  رَخَآ 

اللهُا یهَاَب  َّلاإِ  اَنرِکْذِ  یلَعَ  نِانَْثا  عَمَتَجْا  امَوَ  امَهَُل ،

اوُلغِتَشْافَ مُْتْعمَتَجْا  اذَإِفَ  هَکَِئلامَْلا ، امَهِِب  یَلاعَتَ 
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، اَنءَایَحْإِ مْکُِترَکَاذَُموَ  مْکُعِامَِتجْا  یِف  َّنإِفَ  رِکِّْذلاِب ،

.اَنرِکْذِ یَلإِ  اعَدَوَ  اَنرِْمأَِب  رَکَاذَ  نْمَ  اَندَْعَب  سِاَّنلا  رُْیخَوَ 

:O Dawud, convey my greetings to my adherents and tell them that I say

May Allah have mercy upon a servant (of Him) who meets with another servant

and talks about us. Verily, the third of them will be an angel imploring

,Almighty Allah to forgive them. Whenever two persons meet to mention us

Almighty Allah will certainly praise them before the angels. Hence, whenever

you meet, you must engage in mentioning us. Verily, your meetings and your

mention of our affairs revives our Leadership. The best of all people after

us are those who exchange views about our affairs and call others to mention

(us.(2

p: 116

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:568, S. 23, H. 7 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:568, S. 23, H. 10 [- 1 - ] 2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 192 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_116_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:Khaythamah has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying to him

مَلاََّسلا انَیَِلاوَمَ  غِْلْبأَ 

یلَعَ مْهُُّیِنغَ  دَوعُیَ  نْأَوَ  مِیظِعَْلا ، اللهِا  يوَْقتَِب  مْهِصِوْأَوَ 

مْهُُّیحَ دَهَشْیَ  نْأَوَ  مْهِفِیعِضَ ، یلَعَ  مْهُُّیوِقَوَ  مْهِرِیقِفَ ،

ءِاقَِل یِف  َّنإِفَ  مْهِِتوُیُب ، یِف  اوْقَلاَتَیَ  نْأَوَ  مْهِِتِّیمَ ، هَزَانَجَ 

ایَحْأَ اًدْبعَ  اللهُا  مَحِرَ  .اَنرِْملأَِ  هًایَحَ  اًضْعَب  مْهِضِْعَب 

.اَنرَْمأَ

Convey my compliments to

my loyalists and advise them to show reverence to Almighty Allah: the rich

among them must help the poor, the powerful must help the weak, the living must

attend the funeral ceremonies of the dead, and they must assemble at their

homes, for such meetings keep our issue alive. May Allah have mercy upon a

(servant who keeps our Leadership alive.(1

Shu`ayb al-`Aqarqufi has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying to his
:companions

هًوَخْإِ اوُنوکُوَ  اللهَا  اوقَُّتإِ 

اورُوَازَتَ .نَیمِحِارَتَُم  نَیِلصِاوَتَُم  اللهِا ، یِف  نَیِّباحَتَُم  هًرَرََب 

.هُوُیحْأَوَ اَنرَْمأَ  اورُکَاذَتَوَ  اوْقَلاَتَوَ 

Be in awe of Almighty Allah and be devout brethren-in-faith who love

each other for the sake of Almighty Allah, meet each other constantly, and
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have mercy on one another. Always exchange visits, meet each other, mention

(our Leadership, and keep it alive.(2

p: 117

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:21, H. 6 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:21, H. 9 [- 2 - ] 2
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Sincerity in Dealing with Muslims

The Holy Imams (‘a) taught their followers to act sincerely towards Muslims, to
perform their duties towards them honestly, to advise them, to accept their advice,

.and to thank them when they inform them of their defects

This principle is undoubtedly one of the most effective courses in reinforcing relations
among individuals and firming up an unshakable foundation based on a sense of

.responsibility, mutual trust, and exchanging opinions to reach the truth

Moreover, these principles must be applied according to the principle of wisdom and
(fair exhortation.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

یلَعَ نِِمؤْمُْلِل  بُجِیَ 

.هُحَصِانَُی نْأَ  نِِمؤْمُْلا 

Sincerity in treatment is a duty imposed upon a faithful believer

(towards other faithful believers.(2

:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

p: 118

Introducing the bases of promulgation, the Holy Qur'an reads, “Call unto the [- 1 - ] 1
way of your Lord with wisdom and fair exhortation, and reason with them in the
better way. Lo! Your Lord is Best Aware of him who strays from His way, and He is

(Best Aware of those who go aright. (16:125
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:594, S. 35, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
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یلَعَ نِِمؤْمُْلِل  بُجِیَ 

.بِیغِمَْلاوَ دِهَشْمَْلا  یِف  هَُل  هُحَیصَِّنلا  نِِمؤْمُْلا 

It is obligatory upon

every faithful believer to deal with the other faithful believers with

(sincerity, be they present or absent.(1

:The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

اللهِ هٌحَیصَِن … نُیِّدلا 

.نَیمِِلسْمُْلا هِعَامجَِلوَ  نِیِّدلا  هَِّمَئلأَِوَ  هِِلوسُرَِلوَ 

True religiousness is to

act sincerely…towards Almighty Allah, His Messenger, the leaders of the

(religion, and the community of Muslims.(2

:Abu’l-`Udays has reported that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) advised him saying

نْمَ عِْبَّتإِ  حُِلاصَ ، ایَ 

کََل وَهُوَ  کَکُحِضُْی  نْمَ  عِْبَّتتَ  لاَوَ  حٌصِاَن ، کََل  وَهُوَ  کَیکِْبُی 

.نَومُلَْعتَفَ اًعیمِجَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ  نَودُرِتَسَوَ  ٌّشاغَ ،

O Salih, follow him who

causes you to weep and acts towards you with sincerity, but do not follow him

who makes you laugh but is cheating you. When you all will be gathered by

(Allah, you will be made to know the truth.(3

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported as saying
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نْمَ َّیَلإِ  یِناوَخْإِ  ُّبحَأَ 

.یِبوُیعُ َّیَلإِ  يدَهْأَ 

The dearest of my friends

(to me is he who reveals my defects to me.(4

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported as saying

p: 119

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:549, S. 35, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:549, S. 35, H. 7 [- 1 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:413, S. 12, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 3

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:413, S. 12, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 4
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یَلإِ هُجَاحَْلا  هِِبوَ  هٍلَصْخِ  نْعَ  نُِمؤْمُْلا  یِنْغتَسْیَ  لاَ 

، هِسِْفَن نِْم  ظٍعِاوَوَ  َّلجَوَ ، َّزعَ  اللهِا  نَِم  قٍیِفوْتَ  لٍاصَخِ : ثِلاََث 

.هُحُصَْنیَ نْمَ  لِوُبقَوَ 

A faithful

believer is not complete when in need of three characteristics: (1) Divine

(aid, (2) self-exhortation, and (3) acceptance of one who advises him.(1

Mutual compassion, sympathy, and visiting

The Holy Imams (‘a) ordered their followers to exchange feelings of compassion,
kindness, and closeness and to exchange visits, because the emotional and spiritual
aspects in building good social relations are the most important elements in

.strengthening and establishing a firm foundation for these relations

The virtuous community that included the companions of the Holy Prophet (S) are
:described in the Holy Qur'an as

مْهُنَْیَب ءُامَحَرُ  رِاَّفکُْلا  یلَعَ  ءُاَّدشِأَ 

harsh against the…

(unbelievers, compassionate among themselves. (48:29

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا یلَعَ  هٍَّلذِأَ 

humble towards the … 

(believers… (5:54

ضٍْعَب ءُایَِلوْأَ  مْهُضُْعَب  تُانَِمؤْمُْلاوَ  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلاوَ 

As for the believing men
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(and the believing women, they are guardians of each other. (9:71

An independent chapter has been dedicated to this principle in the book of Wasa'il al-
Shi`ah. Let us now refer to some traditions that demonstrate this principle, reference

.to which has been made on various occasions in the previous books of this series

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 120

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:413, S. 12, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 1
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هُُلذُخْیَ لاَوَ  هُمُِلظْیَ  لاَ  مِِلسْمُْلا ؛ وخُأَ  مُِلسْمُْلا 

لِصُاوََّتلا یِف  دُاهَِتجْلإا  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا  یلَعَ  ُّقحِیَوَ  .هُُنوخُیَ  لاَوَ 

فِطُاعَتَوَ هِجَاحَْلا  لِهْلأَِ  هُاسَاوَمُْلاوَ  فِطُاعََّتلا  یلَعَ  دُِقاعََّتلاوَ 

، َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  مُکُرَمَأَ  امَکَ  اوُنوکُتَ  یَّتحَ  ضٍْعَب  یلَعَ  مْهِضِْعَب 

مْهِرِْمأَ نِْم  مْکُْنعَ  بَاغَ  امَِل  نَیِّمتَْغُم  نَیمِحِارَتَُم  مْکُنَْیَب  ءَامَحَرُ 

یَّلصَ اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  دِهْعَ  یلَعَ  رِاصَْنلأَا  رُشَْعمَ  هِْیلَعَ  یضَمَ  امَ  یلَعَ 

.مََّلسَوَ هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

Muslims are brothers to

each other. They neither wrong, nor disappoint, nor betray each other. The

duties that are incumbent on Muslims towards each other are to exert effort

in communication, agree on mutual sympathy, treat the needy as they treat
,themselves

and empathize with one another. If you abide by this, you will be exactly as

Almighty Allah has ordered you to be; compassionate and merciful towards one
another

and feeling regretful when missing any opportunity to help your

brethren-in-faith, just like the conduct of the Ansar during the lifetime of

(the Messenger of Allah (S).(1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

فََّلأَ أًرَْما  اللهُا  مَحِرَ 

اوفَُلآتَ نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا ، رَشَْعمَ  ایَ  .انََل  نِْیَّیِلوَ  نَْیَب 
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.اوفُطَاعَتَوَ

May Allah have mercy upon

a person who reconciles two of our adherents. O group of believers, adopt

(manners of affinity with each other and have sympathy for each other.(2

Restoring Estranged Parties to Friendly Relations

Traditions reported from the Holy Imams (‘a) urge reconciliation and describe it as
even better than the performance of prayers and observance of fasting in

p: 121

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:542, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:542, S. 124, H. 5 [- 2 - ] 2
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general. Other traditions have underscored the significance and merits of conciliation,
showing its great contribution to solidifying and consolidating general social relations
among people and removing all barriers and differences that hinder concord and

.harmony in societies

In their books of practical laws, master jurisprudents have dedicated an independent
chapter to reconciliation (Kitab al-Sulh) in which they mention in detail the traditions

.and laws on this topic

According to a validly reported tradition, Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a)
:and Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) are reported to have said

نِْینَْثا نَْیَب  حَِلصْأُ  نْئََل 

.نِْیرَانَیدِِب قََّدصَتَأَ  نْأَ  نِْم  َّیَلإِ  ُّبحَأَ 

To make peace between two

estranged persons is more favorable to me than to give two (golden) Dinars as

(alms.(1

:Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is also reported to have said

اللهُا اهَُّبحُِی  هٌقَدَصَ 

اذَإِ مْهُنَْیَب  بٌرُاقَتَوَ  اودُسَافَتَ ، اذَإِ  سِاَّنلا  نَْیَب  حٌلاَصْإِ 

.اودُعَابَتَ

The alms that Almighty

Allah prefers is reconciling estranged parties and drawing close those who

(have been alienated from one another.(2

In his final instructive will to his two sons (Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn (‘a)), Imam

:`Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) said
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يدِْلوِ عَیمِجَوَ  امَکُیصِوأُ 

مْکُرِْمأَ مِظُْنوَ  اللهِا  يوَْقتَِب  یِباتَکِ  هُغَلََب  نْمَوَ  یِلهْأَوَ 

یَّلصَ اللهَا  لَوسُرَ  امَکَُّدجَ  تُْعمِسَ  یِّنإِفَ  مْکُِنْیَب ، تِاذَ  حِلاَصَوَ 

نِْم لُضَْفأَ  نِْیبَْلا  تِاذَ  حُلاَصَ  لُوقُیَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

.مِایَِّصلاوَ هِلاََّصلا  هَِّماعَ 

I advise you (both) and

all my children and members of my family and everyone whom my writing reaches

to fear Allah, to keep your affairs in order, and to maintain good relations

(( among yourselves, for I have heard your grandfather (the Holy Prophet (S

saying, “Improvement of mutual differences is better than general prayers and

(fasting.”(3

p: 122

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 13:162, S. 1, H. 1 13:163, H. 6 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 13:162, S. 1, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 2

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 47 [- 2 - ] 3
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:Abu-Hanifah, the cameleer of pilgrims, has reported the following

One day, my son-in-law and I were engaged in a dispute about inheritance when al-
Mufazzal (ibn `Umar) passed by us. He paused for a considerable time and then
invited us to his house. When we went there, he reconciled us by giving us four
hundred Dirhams from his own money. When both of us gave him our word that we
would not continue our dispute, al-Mufazzal said, “In fact, these Dirhams are not from
my personal fortune; rather, Abu-`Abdullah (Imam al-Sadiq) (‘a) ordered me to

(reconcile any two of our faith whom I would see disputing about a matter.”(1

In addition, although telling lies is one of the gravest forbidden acts, the Holy
Legislator has permitted it in peacemaking and disallowed telling the truth if it would

.cause alienation between disputing believers

Hence, telling lies may be permitted when it is intended to restore two believing
parties to friendly relations with one another or to dissolve their differences and

disputations. However, telling lies in such situations is contingent upon

p: 123

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 13:162, S. 1, H. 4 [- 1 - ] 1
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.certain stipulations and circumstances

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet
:(S) said

َّنهِیِف نُسُحْیَ  هٌَثلاََث 

حُلاَصْلإِاوَ کَتَجَوْزَ ، کَُتدَعِوَ  بِرْحَْلا ، یِف  هُدَیکِمَْلا  بُذِکَْلا :

، هُمَیمَِّنلا قُدِّْصلا : َّنهِیِف  حُُبْقیَ  هٌَثلاََثوَ  سِاَّنلا ، نَْیَب 

کَُبیذِکْتَوَ هُهُرَکْیَ ، امَِب  هِِلهْأَ  نْعَ  لَجَُّرلا  كَرُابَخْإِوَ 

.رِبَخَْلا نِعَ  لَجَُّرلا 

Telling a lie is

acceptable only in three situations: as a stratagem of battle, when making

.promises to one’s wife, and for restoring friendly relations among people

,Telling the truth is reproached in three situations: when the truth is malicious

,when informing a husband about what he would not like to hear about his wife

(and when denouncing a person’s news to be a lie.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

، قٌدْصِ هٌَثلاََث : مُلاَکَْلا 

اًملاَکَ لِجَُّرلا  نَِم  عُمَسْتَ  .سِاَّنلا  نَْیَب  حٌلاَصْإِوَ  بٌذِکَوَ ،

کَیِف لَاقَ  نٍلاَُف  نِْم  تُْعمِسَ  لُوقُتَفَ : هُسَْفَن  ثُِّبخَُتفَ  هُغُُلْبیَ 

.هُْنِم هُتَْعمَسِ  امَ  فَلاَخِ  اذَکَوَ  اذَکَ  رِْیخَْلا  نَِم 

Speech is of three
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categories: telling the truth, telling lies, and reconciliation between

people…which means that if you hear some words from a party that may enrage

the another party, you should inform the other party of the opposite of these

(evil words.(2

Respect of Neighbors and Consolidation of the Social Structure

The traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) continually emphasize

p: 124

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:578, S. 141, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:578, S. 141, H. 6 [- 3 - ] 2
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respecting one’s neighbors and treating them as special, since this principle plays a
vital role in reinforcing the structure of society. There are two natural types of
relationships: one of them is with neighbors and the other, which is more important, is
with family. As a general and practical rule, the more neighbors cooperate with each

.other the more comfortable, stable, and secure the entire society becomes

Preventive Procedures

Point

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) advised taking a number of practical, preventive measures to
:reinforce social relations, including the following

A. Avoid incurring the rancor, animosity, malevolence, disputation, and detestation of people

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

ُّطقَ لُیِئرَْبجَ  یِناتَأَ  امَ 

، سِاَّنلا هََّراشَُموَ  كَاَّیإِ  یِل : هِِلوْقَ  رُخِآفَ  یِنظَعَوَ ، َّلاإِ 

.ِّزعِْلاِب بُهَذْتَوَ  هَرَوْعَْلا  فُشِکْتَ  اهََّنإِفَ 

Every time (Archangel) Gabriel came to me, he would exhort me. The last thing he said
to me was the

following: Beware of incurring the hostility of people, because this will

(unveil the hidden and remove dignity.(1

:The Holy Prophet (S) is also reported to have said

ضِغُابََّتلا یِف  َّنإِ  لاَأَ 

.نِیِّدلا هَقَِلاحَ  نْکَِلوَ  رِْعَّشلا ، هَقَِلاحَ  یِنعْأَ  .هَقَِلاحَْلا لاَ 

Most certainly, provoking
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the disrespect of people is the genuine shaver. It does not shave the hair, but

(the faith.(2

p: 125

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:408, H. 6, S. 136 [- 1 - ] 1
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B. Responding to greetings and salutations, replying to messages and letters and exchanging
letters as a substitute of visits and meetings

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

بٌجِاوَ بِاتَکِْلا  بِاوَجَ  ُّدرَ 

اللهِاِب یَلوْأَ  مِلاََّسلاِب  يدِابَْلاوَ  مِلاََّسلا ، ِّدرَ  بِوجُوُکَ 

.هِِلوسُرَِبوَ

Replying to messages is as

obligatory as responding to greetings and salutations. He who takes the

initiative of offering salutation is more favorable in the view of Almighty

(Allah and His Messenger.(1

:He (‘a) is also reported as saying

نِاوَخْلإِا نِْیَب  لُصُاوََّتلا 

.بُُتاکََّتلا رِفََّسلا  یِفوَ  رُوُازََّتلا ، رِضَحَْلا  یِف 

In homelands, exchanging

visits is a means of association. In travel, correspondence is the means of

(association.(2

C. Fulfilling promises, even if it takes a whole year

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

اللهِاِب نُِمؤُْی  نَاکَ  نْمَ 

.دَعَوَ اذَإِ  فِیَْلفَ  رِخِلآا  مِوْیَْلاوَ 

He who believes in
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(Almighty Allah and in the Day of Resurrection must fulfill his promise.(3

p: 126

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:437, H. 1, S. 33 [- 3 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:494, H. 2, S. 93 [- 2 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:515, H. 2, S.109 [- 3 - ] 3
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D. Specific restrictions while choosing trustworthy friends

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هِیِف نْکُتَ  مَْل  نْمَفَ  هٌدَودُحْمَ ، هُقَادََّصلا 

مَْل نْمَوَ  هِقَادََّصلا ، لِامَکَ  یَلإِ  هُْبسِْنتَ  لاَفَ  دُودُحُْلا  کَْلِت 

یَلإِ هُْبسِْنتَ  لاَفَ  دِودُحُْلا  کَْلِت  نِْم  ءٌیْشَ  هِیِف  نْکُیَ 

، هٌدَحِاوَ کََل  هُُتیَِنلاَعَوَ  هُُترَیرِسَ  نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  اهَُلَّوأَ  .هِقَادََّصلا 

، هُنَْیشَ کَنَْیشَوَ  هُنَْیزَ ، کَنَْیزَ  يرَیَ  نْأَ  هُیَِناَّثلاوَ 

، هٌیَلاَوِ لاَوَ  لٌامَ  کَْنعَ  هُرَِّیغَُی  نْأَ لاَ  هُثَِلاَّثلاوَ 

هِْیَلإِ لُصِتَ  اَّمِم  اًئْیشَ  کَعَنَمْیَ  نْأَ لاَ  هُعَِباَّرلاوَ 

.تِابَکََّنلا دَْنعِ  کَمَِّلسَُی  نْأَ لاَ  هُسَِماخَْلاوَ  هُُترَدِْقمَ ،

Friendship is restricted to certain qualifications. Whoever does not

have these qualifications completely cannot be a perfect friend, and whoever

lacks all of these qualifications cannot be a friend. The first of these

qualifications is that the friend’s inward and outward appearances must be

the same. The second is that he must consider that which benefits his friend is

,also to his own benefit and that which harms his friend is harmful for him

also. The third is that neither wealth nor position must cause him to change

his relationship with his friend. The fourth is that he must not prevent his

friend from enjoying anything that is under his control. The fifth is that he

(must not let his friend down in misfortunes.(1
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E. Maintenance of equilibrium in relations

In the coming discussion of control over passions, we will mention some traditions
recommending maintenance of

p: 127

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:502, H.32, S.102 [- 4 - ] 1
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equilibrium in social relations so that mutual decorum and respect remains intact and
relations do not disintegrate. For example, confiding excessively in one another can
lead to disappointment on both sides. Additional instructions and recommendations

.come under the title of ‘Laws of Social Association

p: 128
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Consultation: Restrictions and Outcomes

Point

It is necessary to mention the subject of consultation and display some of its laws,
limits, and outcomes because consultation is a significant foundation of social

.structure and an important goal of social relations

Significance of Consultation

Islam and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have imparted a special significance to the question of
.consultation in their concept of government (1) and social relations

In his book of al-Mahasin, al-Barqi has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted the
:Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نٌمُْیوَ دٌشْرُ  حِصِاَّنلا  لِِقاعَْلا  هُرَوَاشَُم 

لُِقاعَْلا حُصِاَّنلا  کَْیلَعَ  رَاشَأَ  اذَإِفَ  اللهِا ، نَِم  قٌیِفوْتَوَ 

.بَطَعَْلا کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِفَ  فَلاَخِْلاوَ  كَاَّیإِفَ 

Seeking the counsel of the reasonable well-wisher is a sign of

,judiciousness, being blessed, and guidance to success by Almighty Allah; so

if a reasonable, well-wishing man gives you any advice, beware of defiance

(lest you come upon destruction. (2

According to another narration also cited in the previous book, Imam al-Baqir is
:reported to have said

هُعََبرْأَ هِارَوَّْتلا  یِف 

، رُبَکْلأَا تُوْمَْلا  رُْقفَْلاوَ  مْدَْنیَ ، رْشِتَسْیَ  نْمَ لاَ  رٍطُسْأَ :

.رََثأْتَسْا کَلَمَ  نْمَوَ  نُادَُت ، نُیدِتَ  امَکَوَ 
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In the Torah are the following four lines (of

.wisdom): He who does not seek the advice of others will surely regret

Poverty is the greatest death. If you subjugate, you will surely be

subjugated. He who holds a position of leadership will surely act

(arbitrarily. (3

p: 129

Further discussions of this question have been cited in my book of al-hukm al- [- 1 - ] 1
islami bayna al-na¨ariyyah wa’l-tatbiq (Islamic Government, Theory and Application);

.Chapter: Constitutional System, a Genuine System, pp. 113-137
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:426, H. 6 [- 2 - ] 2

.Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 2:436 [- 3 - ] 3

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 215 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_129_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is reported to have said

نُْیعَ هُرَاشَِتسْلإا 

.هِیَادَهِْلا

Consultation

(is the very core of true guidance. (1

To acquaint ourselves with the significance of consultation, we shall cite the following
(: points that have been pointed out by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

Power and Backing

Consultation is the best support for man in his activities and advancement. It is
.therefore an actual reliable power in social relations

In this regard, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported that the Holy Prophet (S) instructed
:Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) by saying

لاَ

هَدَحْوِ لاَوَ  لِْقعَْلا  نَِم  دُوَعْأَ  لَامَ  لاَوَ  لِهْجَْلا  نَِم  ُّدشَأَ  رَْقفَ 

لاَوَ هِرَوَاشَمُْلا  نَِم  نُسَحْأَ  هَرَهَاظَُم  لاَوَ  بِجْعُْلا  نَِم  شُحَوْأَ 

.رُِّکفََّتلاکَ هَدَابَعِ  لاَوَ  قُِلخُْلا  نِسْحُکَ  بَسَحَ  لاَوَ  رِیِبدَّْتلاکَ  لَْقعَ 

No poverty is harsher than ignorance, no fortune better

than the intellect, no loneliness drearier than pride, no victory like

counseling, no intellect like moderation, no lineage like good manners, and

(no worship like pondering (over things). (2

p: 130
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.Nahj al-Balaghah, Maxim No. 211 [- 2 - ] 1
Ibn Shu`bah al-Harrani, Tuhaf al-`Uqul (Masterpieces of Intellects), pp. 10, [- 3 - ] 2

.translated into English by Badr Shahin; Ansariyan Publications – Qum, 2001
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Confirming this fact, Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is reported to have
:said

لاَ

لاَوَ بِدَلأَاک ، ثَارَیِم  لاَوَ  لِهْجَْلاکَ ، رَْقفَ  لاَوَ  لِْقعَْلاکَ ، ینَغِ 

.هِرَوَاشَمُْلاکَ رَیهِظَ 

No wealth is comparable to intelligence, no poverty

comparable to ignorance, no heritage comparable to good manners, and no support

(comparable to consultation. (1

Determination and Perseverance

Consultation reflects resolve and determination because one who counsels with
others naturally feels tranquil, steadfast, and eager to do the act for which he has

.sought consultation

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers (‘a) that the Holy
:Prophet (S) was once asked to define perseverance. He answered

هُرَوَاشَُم

.مْهُعُابَِّتاوَ يِْأَّرلا  يوِذَ 

Perseverance is to consult with the judicious people and

.then follow their advice

The Best Way to Understand Reality

Consultation is the best way to get to know reality and truth. Through consultation,
.man gains insight into reality

The objective, unbiased, selfless opinions of experienced people make him adopt a
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.certain view, position, or action

Traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) stress this fact. For instance, Imam `Ali (‘a) is
:reported to have said

p: 131

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Maxim No. 54 [- 2 - ] 1
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َّدبَتَسْا نِمَ 

.اهَِلوقُعُ یِف  اهَکَرَاشَ  لَاجَِّرلا  رَوَاشَ  نْمَوَ  کَلَهَ ، هِِیْأرَِب 

He

who acts solely according to his own opinion will be ruined, and he who

(consults other people shares in their understanding. (1

نُْیعَ هُرَاشَِتسْلإا 

.هِیَادَهِْلا

Consultation is the very

(core of true guidance. (2

:Imam Ja`far al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نَِم لَِقاعَْلا  رِشِتَسْإِ 

كَاَّیإِوَ رٍْیخَِب ، َّلاإِ  رُُمأْیَ  هَُّنإِفَ لاَ  عَرِوَْلا  لِاجَِّرلا 

نِیِّدلا یِف  هٌدَسَْفمَ  لِِقاعَْلا  عِرِوَْلا  هَفََلاخَُم  َّنإِفَ  فَلاَخِْلاوَ 

.ایَْنُّدلاوَ

Seek the advice of the

reasonable and pious men, because they order you to good. Beware of defying

them, because to defy reasonable and pious men brings about corruption in

(religious and worldly affairs. (3

Teaching Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah to seek consultation and take advantage of
the opinions of reasonable people in order to attain the truth and arrive at the most

apposite solution, Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said the following in his
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:instructive words to his son

مْمُضْأُ

نَِم اهََبرَْقأَ  رْتَخْا  َّمُث  ضٍْعَب ، یَلإِ  اهَضَْعَب  لِاجَِّرلا  ءَارَآ 

نِمَ هِسِْفنَِب  رَطَاخَ  دْقَ  .بِایَِترْلإا  نَِم  اهَدَعَْبأَوَ  بِاوََّصلا ،

عَِقاوَمَ فَرِعَ  ءِارَلآا  هَوجُوُ  لَبَْقتَسْا  نِمَوَ  هِِیْأرَِب ، ینَْغتَسْا 

.أِطَخَْلا

Compare different opinions

of men with each other and then choose the one closest to reality and

,remotest from suspicion… He who depends solely upon his opinion takes risks

and he who receives different opinions will certainly learn to recognize erroneous

(ways. (4

p: 132

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Maxim No. 161 [- 1 - ] 1

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Maxim No. 211 [- 2 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:426, H. 5 [- 3 - ] 3
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:429, H. 2 [- 4 - ] 4
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Characteristics of Advisers

According to the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), persons whose advice is sought and opinions
:considered must be

Religious, pious, devout, and God-fearing · 

Sincere in advising · 

Wise and experienced · 

Able to keep a confidence · 

Moderate in personal moral standards (i.e., not characterized by stinginess, · 
(cowardice, or avarice

Upright in social circumstances · 

(Moderate in emotion (1 · 

:Let us now cite a set of traditions mentioning the characteristics of advisers

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 133

Some narrations have warned against seeking the advice of women. This may [- 2 - ] 1
be because women are generally known for inclination to their emotions, and was a
general feature of the women of that age. The same thing can be applied to the
warning against seeking the advice of slaves because the social surroundings and the
education of servants, at that time, made them unqualified to give good advice.
However, al-Barqi, has mentioned in his famous book, al-Mahasin (2:437), that Imam

Musa al-Ka¨im (‘a) sought the advice of some of his slaves at times. When he was
asked about that, the Imam (‘a) would answer, “…It sometimes happens that

.” Almighty Allah presents the most accurate opinion on the tongue of this slave
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مُکُرِْمأَ یِف  اورُیشِتَسْإ 

.مْهَُّبرَ نَوْشَخْیَ  نَیذَِّلا 

In your affairs, seek the

(advice of those who fear their Lord. (1

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

نَیذَِّلا کَِثیدِحَ  یِف  رْوِاشَ 

.اللهَا نَوُفاخَیَ 

In your affairs, seek the

(advice of those who fear Allah. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

اذَإِ مْکُدَحَأَ  عُنَمْیَ  امَ 

لاًِقاعَ لاًجُرَ  رَیشِتَسْیَ  نْأَ  هِِب  هَُل  لَبَِق  امَ لاَ  هِْیلَعَ  دَرَوَ 

، اللهُا هُْلذِخْیَ  مَْل  کَِلذَ  لَعَفَ  اذَإِ  هَُّنإِ  امَأَ  عٌرَوَوَ ؟ نٌیدِ  هَُل 

یَلإِ اهَِبرَْقأَوَ  رِوُملأُا  رِْیخَِب  هُامَرَوَ  اللهُا ، هُعُفَرْیَ  لَْب 

.اللهِا

What prevents you, when

you encounter an unbearable problem, from counseling with a wise, religious

and pious man? If you do so, Almighty Allah will never disappoint you, but

(will raise you and lead you to the best solution and the one closest to Him. (3

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said
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َّنإِ

اهَدِودُحُِب اهَفَرَعَ  نْمَفَ  اهَدِودُحُِب ، َّلاإِ  نُوکُتَ  هَرَوشُمَْلا لاَ 

نِْم رَثَکْأَ  رِیشِتَسْمُْلا  یلَعَ  اهَُتَّرضَمَ  تَْناکَ  َّلاإِوَ 

، لاًِقاعَ هُرُوِاشَُت  يذَِّلا  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  اهَُلَّوأَفَ  .هَُل  اهَِتعَفَْنمَ 

نَوکُیَ نْأَ  هُثَِلاَّثلاوَ  اًنِّیدَتَُم ، اًرّحُ  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  هُیَِناَّثلاوَ 

نُوکُیَفَ كَِّرسِ  یلَعَ  هُعَِلطُْت  نْأَ  هُعَِباَّرلاوَ  اًیخِاؤَُم ، اًقیدِصَ 

.هُمُُتکْیَوَ کَِلذَ  ُّرسُِی  َّمُث  کَسِْفنَِب ، کَمِْلعِکَ  هِِب  هُمُْلعِ 

نَاکَ اذَإِوَ  هِِترَوشُمَِب ، تَْعفَتَْنإ  لاًِقاعَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ  هَُّنإِفَ 

نَاکَ اذَإِوَ  کََل ، هِحَیصَِّنلا  یِف  هُسَْفَن  دَهَجَ  اًنِّیدَتَُم  اًرّحُ 

اذَإِوَ هِْیلَعَ ، هُتَْعلَطْأَ  اذَإِ  كََّرسِ  مَتَکَ  اًیخِاؤَُم  اًقیدِصَ 

تَِّمتَ هِِب  کَمِْلعِکَ  هِِب  هُمُْلعِ  نَاکَفَ  كَِّرسِ  یلَعَ  هُتَْعلَطْأَ 

.هُحَیصَِّنلا تِلَمُکَوَ  هُرَوشُمَْلا 

Actually, seeking advice

must be within limits, so if one ignores (or violates) these limits, the harm

will be more than the benefit. The first of these limits is that the

.consultant must be wise. The second is that he must be honorable and religious

The third is that he must be a brotherly friend. The fourth is that when you

tell him about your secret, he must know it exactly as you know it and then

he must keep it in confidence. If the consultant is wise, you will then

benefit from his advice. If he is honorable and religious, he will make all
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,possible efforts to give you the best advice. If he is a brotherly friend

then he will conceal your secret after you reveal it to him. If he knows your

(situation well, then he will give perfect counsel and advice. (4

p: 134

.Khalid al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 2:436 [- 1 - ] 1

.Khalid al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 2:436 [- 2 - ] 2
.Khalid al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 2:438, H. 26 [- 3 - ] 3

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:426-427, H. 8 [- 1 - ] 4
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Imam al-Riza (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that Imam `Ali (‘a)
:quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying to him

اًنابَجَ َّنرَوِاشَُت  لاَ 

لاًیخَِب َّنرَوِاشَُت  لاَوَ  جَرَخْمَْلا ، کَْیلَعَ  قُِّیضَُی  هَُّنإِفَ 

اًصیرِحَ َّنرَوِاشَُت  لاَوَ  کَِتیَاغَ ، نْعَ  کَِب  رُِّصقَُی  هَُّنإِفَ 

لَخُْبْلاوَ نَْبجُْلا  َّنأَ  مْلَعْاوَ  .اهََّرشَ  کََل  نُِّیزَُی  هَُّنإِفَ 

.ِّنَّظلا ءُوسُ  اهَعُمَجْیَ  هٌزَیرِغَ  صَرْحِْلاوَ 

Never counsel with a coward

because they narrow the possibilities in your eyes. Never counsel with the

niggardly because they hamper you from attaining your goal. Never counsel

with the greedy because they beautify evil in your eyes. Be it known that

cowardice, niggardliness, and greed are inclinations that when gathered give a

(false idea about things. (1

p: 135

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:429, S. 26, H. 2. A similar words have been [- 1 - ] 1
included with the famous epistle of Imam `Ali (‘a) to Malik al-Ashtar, as mentioned in
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Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported from his fathers that the Holy Prophet (s) instructed
:Imam `Ali (‘a), saying

یلَعَ سَْیَل  ُّیِلعِ ، ایَ 

ایَ .رُاشَتَسُْت  لاَوَ  ءَاضَقَْلا ، یَّلوَُت  لاَوَ  .هٌعَمُجُ  ءِاسَِّنلا 

ایَ .هٌمَادََن  هِأَرْمَْلا  هُعَاطَوَ  مٌؤْشُ ، قُِلخُْلا  ءُوسُ  ُّیِلعَ ،

.هِأَرْمَْلا نِاسَِل  یفِفَ  ءٍیْشَ  یِف  مُؤُّْشلا  نَاکَ  نْإِ  ُّیِلعَ ،

O `Ali, women are not

required to attend the Friday Congregational Prayers…They must not hold the

office of chief justice and their guidance must not be sought. O `Ali, ill

manners are inauspicious and obedience to women brings remorse. O `Ali, if
inauspiciousness

(is found in something, it will be found on the tongues of women. (1

According to another narration of a valid chain of authority, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoted
:the Holy Prophet (s) as saying

َّنهُوصُعْأُ

اوذَُّوعَتَوَ رِکَْنمُْلاِب ، مْکَُنرُْمأْیَ  نْأَ  لَْبقَ  فِورُْعمَْلا  یِف 

.رٍذَحَ یلَعَ  َّنهِرِایَخِ  نِْم  اوُنوکُوَ  َّنهِرِارَشِ  نِْم  اللهِاِب 

Do not listen to women in right things lest they enjoin you

to do wrong things. Ask Allah’s protection against evil women and be cautious

(of the good ones. (2

Duties of Advisers
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The previous narration shows that it is imperative for an adviser to be honest and
sincere in giving advice and exert all possible effort to guide towards the truth and

.actuality
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.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:429, S. 25, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 14:128, S. 94, H. 1. It is not improbable that [- 2 - ] 2
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the nature of general circumstances and morals of the women of that age, or in

.consideration of the sentimental side that can overcome women
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(A tradition holds that an adviser is a trustee. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

مْلَفَ هُاخَأَ  رَاشَتَسْا  نِمَ 

.هُیَْأرَ اللهُا  هُبَلَسَ  يِْأَّرلا  ضَحْمَ  هُحْصَْنیَ 

If one whose advice is

sought by his brother-in-faith does not give the best advice, Almighty Allah

(will deprive him of good reason. (2

In addition to honesty and sincerity, an adviser is required to conceal the secrets of
the advice-seeker, as is understood from the Holy Imam’s statement, “An adviser is a

.” trustee

The previous discussion sufficiently proves that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) highlighted
.seeking advice in the field of social relations as being most important

p: 137

.Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 2:436 [- 3 - ] 1

.Al-Barqi, al-Mahasin 2:438 [- 4 - ] 2
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Equality and Fraternity

These features can be clearly found in the various details of the system of social
relations. All these details indicate the fact that equality and fraternity are genuine

.components for the establishment of social relations with others

:Other details, including the following have been mentioned so far

reinforcing the social structure by holding meetings, exchanging visits, and dealing · 
with others sympathetically

rules of commitment to social duties, forbearance, and courtesy in particular · 

fulfillment of trusts, testifying for or against others, presence in funeral ceremonies, · 
and visiting sick people

forbidding killing of Muslims, seizure of their property, violation of their chastity and · 
family, entering homes or looking in them before obtaining permission, safeguarding

the chastity and dignity of all Muslims

prohibition of defamation of character, insulting, backbiting, divulging secrets, · 
imputing dishonor, wronging, disappointing, ambushing, accusing, frightening, making

charges, offending, cursing, and scrutinizing the flaws of Muslims

exchanging greetings and trying to be the first to greet, using kind words, respecting, · 
honoring, meeting others with a smile and good mien, shaking hands, hugging, and

kissing others as a sign of friendliness

p: 138
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Besides the above, Islam has also deemed it forbidden to greet the poor in a way
different from greeting the rich. In this regard, Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have

:said

اًمِلسُْم اًریقِفَ  یَقَِل  نْمَ 

َّزعَ اللهَا  یَقَِل  ِّیِنغَْلا  یلَعَ  هِِملاَسَ  فَلاَخِ  هِْیلَعَ  مََّلسَفَ 

.نَابَضْغَ هِْیلَعَ  وَهُوَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  َّلجَوَ 

Whoever meets a poor

Muslim and greets him in a way different from greeting a rich one, will find

(Almighty Allah angry with him when he will meet Him on the Day of Resurrection. (1

The prohibition against belittling faithful believers because they are poor or humble is
another indication of the significance of social fraternity and equality. In this

:connection, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) reported the Holy Prophet (s) to have said

مٍِلسُْم رٍیقِفَِب  َّفخَتَسْا  نِمَ 

هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  هِِب  ُّفخِتَسْیَ  اللهُاوَ  اللهِا ، ِّقحَِب  َّفخَتَسْا  دِقَفَ 

.بَوُتیَ نْأَ  َّلاإِ 

He who belittles a poor

Muslim has in fact belittled Almighty Allah; therefore, Almighty Allah will

(belittle him on the Day of Resurrection unless he repents. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

اًنِمؤُْم َّلذَتَسْا  نِمَ 

مَوْیَ اللهُا  هُرَهَشَ  هِرِْقفَِلوَ ، هِدِیَ  تِاذَ  هَِّلقِِل  هُرَقَتَحْاوَ 
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.قِِئلاَخَْلا سِوؤُرُ  یلَعَ  هِمَایَقِْلا 

Whoever humiliates and

demeans a believer because of his meagerness and poverty, Almighty Allah

(shall expose him on the Day of Resurrection before all creatures. (3

Imam al-Riza (‘a) reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet (s)
:said

p: 139

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:442, S. 36, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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یَّتحَ َّنهُعُدَأَ  سٌمْخَ لاَ 

رَامَحِْلا یَِبوکُرُوَ  دِیِبعَْلا ، عَمَ  ضِیضِحَْلا  یلَعَ  لُکْلأَا  تِامَمَْلا :

مُیِلسَّْتلاوَ فِوُّصلا ، سُْبَلوَ  يدِیَِب ، زَْنعَْلا  یِبْلحَوَ  اًفکِؤُْم ،

.نِایَْبِّصلا یلَعَ 

I will never abandon the

,following five as long as I am alive: eating with the servants on the ground

riding beasts of burden unsaddled, milking goats with my own hands, wearing woolen

(clothes, and offering salutations to children.(1

As has been already mentioned, Islam has deemed all Muslims equal to each other,
especially in the question of marriage. This is another indication of the importance of

.equality and fraternity in Muslim society

p: 140

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:441, S. 35, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
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Levels of Social Relations

Point

Although the Islamic concept of social relations believes in equality in the content of
social relations, there are certain substantive social reasons imposing different levels

:in social relations. These levels are as follows

Relations of General Courtesy

Relations of General Association

Relations of Special Association

Relations of General Courtesy

Openness in relations, friendliness, forbearance, good association with others, control
over personal sentiments and emotions, charitable behavior and taking the lead in

.goodness demonstrate a courteous relationship with all individuals of society

Relations of General Association

Relations of necessity, or general association, mean the state of association and
companionship in various fields of life, such as earning ones livelihood, traveling,
dwelling, being neighbors, studying, following a profession, etc. In such relations, man

understands the natural limits of relations so that he can benefit from the vital and
:material advantages of life. Referring to this fact, the Holy Imam (‘a) says

مْهُْنِم بُیصُِت  کََّنإِفَ 

ءَارَوَ امَ  نْبَُلطْتَ  لاَوَ  مْهُْنِم ، کَِلذَ  نْعَطَْقتَ  لاَفَ  کَتََّذَل ،

.مْهِرِیمِضَ نِْم  کَِلذَ 

,Regarding the friends of necessity

you gain from them only your need; therefore, you should not deprive them of their
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.need. Do not ask them for any other thing

:In relations, it is required to exchange benefits and pleasures

p: 141
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کََل اوُلذََب  امَ  مْهَُل  لْذِْباوَ 

.نِاسَِّللا هِوَلاَحَوَ  هِجْوَْلا  هِقَلاَطَ  نِْم 

Offer them a pleasant

countenance and good words as long as they offer you a pleasant countenance and

(good words. (1

The details concerning this level of relations (relations of necessity) can be found in
laws regarding companionship on journeys and manners with companions, (2)
relations between employees and employers, the etiquettes of teaching and learning,
the etiquettes of attending meetings, delivering speeches, and talking with others. In
this area, Islam instructs its followers to give seating to the newcomers, and to stand

.up, show respect, and address others with their favorite names and titles

:In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) reported the Holy Prophet (s) to have said

ءِرْمَْلا َّدوِ  نَیِّفصَُی  ثٌلاََث 

هَُل عُِّسوَُیوَ  هُیَقَِل ، اذَإِ  رِشِْبْلاِب  هُاقَْلیَ  مِِلسْمُْلا : هِیخِلأَِ 

ءِامَسْلأَا ِّبحَأَِب  هُوعُدْیَوَ  هِْیَلإِ ، سَلَجَ  اذَإِ  سِِلجْمَْلا  یِف 

.هِْیَلإِ

Three things will prove

your friendship to your Muslim brother: Welcoming him warmly, making room for

(him in meetings when he arrives, and calling him by his dearest names. (3

:Reported by Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) too, the Holy Prophet (S) said

هُاخَأَ مْکُدُحَأَ  َّبحَأَ  اذَإِ 

هِِتلَیِبقَ مِسْاوَ  هِیِبأَ  مِسْاوَ  هِمِسْا  نِعَ  هُْلأَسْیَْلفَ  مَِلسْمُْلا 
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نْأَ ءِاخَلإِا  قِدْصِوَ  بِجِاوَْلا  هِِّقحَ  نِْم  َّنإِفَ  هِِترَیشِعَوَ ،

.قٍمْحُ هُفَرِْعمَ  اهََّنإِِفَ  َّلاإِوَ  کَِلذَ ، نْعَ  هَُلأَسْیَ 

If one of you loves his

Muslim brother, he must ask him his name, his father’s name, and his tribe’s

name, because this is one of the duties towards one’s brother-in-faith and

one of the features of true fraternity. If you do not do this, your

(acquaintance will be foolish. (4

p: 142

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:404, S. 3, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
Generally, these laws can be found in sections 30-34 of the etiquettes of travel in [- 2 - ] 2

.al-Hurr al-`Amili’s book of Wasa’il al-Shi`ah
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Islam has also set forth laws about private chatter in public sessions. In this respect,
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هًَثلاََث مُوْقَْلا  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

امَ کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِفَ  امَهِِبحِاصَ ، نَودُ  نِانَْثا  مُهُْنِم  جَانَتَیَ  لاَفَ 

.هِیذِؤُْیوَ هُُنزِحُْی 

If there are three persons

sitting together, two of them must not talk to one another and leave out the

(third because this act saddens and injures him. (1

Relations of Special Association

The highest level of relations is the level of reliance, which represents the relations of
.true friendship and gives rise to certain duties and rights

This level of relations specifies the characteristics of true friends, which include: good
sense, piety, trustworthiness, keeping a confidence, supportiveness, generosity,
honesty, observance of duties in general and prayers in particular, and sincerity in
fraternal terms aimed at winning Almighty Allah’s pleasure. The following traditions

:further amplify this level of association

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

p: 143
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اذَ بَحَصْتَ  نْأَ  کَْیلَعَ  لاَ 

، هِِلْقعَِب عْفِتَْنا  نِکَِلوَ  هُمَرَکَ ، دْمَحُْت  مَْل  نْإِوَ  لِْقعَْلا 

مِیرِکَْلا هَبَحْصُ  َّنعَدَتَ  لاَوَ  هِِقلاَخْأَ ، ئِِّیسَ  نِْم  سْرِتَحْاوَ 

رْرُْفاوَ کَِلْقعَِب ، هِِمرَکَِب  عْفِتَْنا  نِکَِلوَ  هِِلْقعَِب ، عْفِتَْنتَ  مَْل  نْإِوَ 

.قِمَحْلأَا مِیِئَّللا  نَِم  رِارَفِْلا  َّلکُ 

It is not wrong on your

part to accompany wise people even if you are deprived of their generosity; in

fact, you may benefit from their wisdom, but beware of their ill manners. Do

not forsake association with the generous even if deprived of their good

sense. You can use your good sense to benefit from their generosity. Break

(away from idiots and despicable people. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

كَاَّیإِوَ دِلاََّتلاِب ، کَْیلَعَ 

لاَوَ هََّمذِ  لاَوَ  هََنامَأَ  لاَوَ  هَُل  دَهْعَ  ثٍِّدحَُم لاَ  َّلکُوَ 

.قَاثَیِم

Stand by old friends whom

you have put to the test, and do not associate with inexperienced persons who

(observe neither their promises, nor trusts, nor covenants, nor pledges. (2

p: 144

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:409, S. 8, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 239 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_144_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_144_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:412, S. 11, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 2
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Special Treatment

Point

We will restrict the following discussion to introducing a few examples of special
relations mentioned in the sections on the laws of association, and other examples

mentioned in the sections on the rules and principles of social relations. These are
.comparatively limited, yet explain the hypothetical concept of this topic

(Invoking Blessings on the Holy Prophet (S) and his Household (‘a

The topic of invoking Almighty Allah’s blessings on the Holy Prophet and his Household
(salawat) under all conditions and circumstances is one obvious expression of this
special treatment. In this connection, we find that to begin any supplicatory prayer by
invoking blessings upon the Holy Prophet (S) and his Household (‘a) results in that
supplication receiving a response, because Almighty Allah never rejects a prayer that
is preceded by this invocation. Similarly, Almighty Allah, out of His magnanimity,
responds to any prayer ending with an invocation of His blessings on the Holy Prophet

:(S) and his Household (‘a). This fact has been reported from Imam `Ali (‘a) who says

هٌجَاحَ هَُناحَْبسُ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  کََل  تَْناکَ  اذَإِ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  هِِلوسُرَ  یلَعَ  هِلاََّصلا  هَِلأَسْمَِب  ْأدَْبافَ 

لَأَسُْی نْأَ  نِْم  مُرَکْأَ  اللهَا  َّنإِفَ  کَتَجَاحَ ، لْسَ  َّمُث  هِِلآوَ 

.يرَخْلأُا عُنَمْیَوَ  امَهُادَحْإِ  یضِْقیَفَ  نِْیتَجَاحَ 

If you

would like your request to be granted by Almighty Allah, you must begin your

prayer with invoking His blessings on His Messenger (s) and then voice your

request, because Almighty Allah is too generous to respond to a request and

(reject the other when two requests are placed before Him together. (1
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p: 145

Nahj al-Balaghah, S. 2, No. 361. This saying has been also reported, through a [- 1 - ] 1
valid chain of authority, from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a). Refer to Jami` Ahadiih al-Shi`ah

.15:239, H. 13
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Likewise, it is advisable to attach the convention of praising Almighty Allah
immediately after sneezing (1) with invoking Almighty Allah’s blessings on the Holy
Prophet (S) and his Household (‘a). Moreover, it is advisable to repeat this invocation
of blessings under all conditions, including private matters, as an expression of taking

.interest in special treatment

Ibn Abi-`Umayr has reported on the authority of one of his companions that a man

sneezed in the presence of Imam al-Baqir (‘a) and followed it with expressing thanks
to Almighty Allah. Nevertheless, the Imam (‘a) did not address him with the
conventional statement; rather, he said, “This man has violated our right!” Explaining

:this issue, the Imam (‘a) said

مْکُدُحَأَ سَطَعَ  اذَإِ 

دٍَّمحَُم یلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَوَ  نَیمَِلاعَْلا  ِّبرَ  دُمْحَْلا اللهِ  لْقُیَْلفَ :

.هِِتْیَب لِهْأَوَ 

When you sneeze, you must

say: alhamdu lillahi rabbi al-`alamina wa salla allahu `ala muhammadin wa

ahlibaytihi (All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. May Allah send

(. blessings on Muhammad and his Household

The sneezing man therefore repeated this statement and only then, the Imam (‘a)
(addressed him with the conventional answer. (2

p: 146

One of the social conventions of Islam, it is highly recommended to say [- 2 - ] 1
alhamdu lillahi (All praise be to Allah) immediately after sneezing. Upon hearing this
phrase, it is highly recommended to address the sneezer with the statement:
yarhamuka allahu (May Allah have mercy upon you), which is similar to the expression
of God bless you. This practice is called tasmit, in Arabic and Muslim jurisprudential
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[terminology. [Translator
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:464, S. 63, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 2
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:In his epistle to al-Ma'mun, Imam al-Riza (‘a) says

یَّلصَ ِّیِبَّنلا  یلَعَ  هُلاََّصلا 

سِاطَعُْلا دَْنعِوَ  نٍطِوْمَ ، ِّلکُ  یِف  هٌبَجِاوَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

.کَِلذَ رِْیغَوَ  حِِئاَبَّذلاوَ 

Invocation of blessings on

,the Holy Prophet (S) is obligatory in all situations including sneezing

(slaughtering animals, and other situations. (1

Kindness to the Holy Prophet’s Progeny

Many traditions have been reported from the Holy Prophet (S), on the authority of the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), confirming imparting a special treatment to the Holy Prophet’s
progeny, including the descendants of Imam `Ali (‘a), by doing favors and being kind

.to them

In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as
:saying

نِْم دٍحَأَ  یَلإِ  عَنَصَ  نْمَ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  هِِب  هُُتأْفَاکَ  اًدیَ  یِتْیَب  لِهْأَ 

Whoever does a favor to

(any member of my household, I will reward him for it on the Day of Resurrection. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

هِمَایَقِْلا مُوْیَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

یَّلصَ اًدَّمحَُم  َّنإِفَ  اوُتصِْنأَ  قُِئلاَخَْلا ، اهَُّیأَ  دٍانَُم : يدَاَن 
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مُوقُیَفَ قُِئلاَخَْلا ، تُصِْنُتفَ  .مْکُمُِّلکَُی  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

رَشَْعمَ ایَ  لُوقُیَفَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ُّیِبَّنلا 

فٌورُْعمَ وْأَ  هٌَّنِم  وْأَ  دٌیَ  يدِْنعِ  هَُل  تَْناکَ  نْمَ  قِِئلاَخَْلا ،

، انَِتاهََّمأُوَ انَِئاَبآِب  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : .هُئَِفاکَأُ  یَّتحَ  مْقُیَْلفَ 

دُیَْلا لَِب  انََل ؟ فٍورُْعمَ  ُّيأَوَ  هٍَّنِم  ُّيأَ  وْأَ  دٍیَ  ُّيأَوَ 

.قِِئلاَخَْلا عِیمِجَ  یلَعَ  هِِلوسُرَِلوَ  فُورُْعمَْلاوَ اللهِ  هَُّنمِْلاوَ 

وْأَ یِتْیَب ، لِهْأَ  نِْم  اًدحَأَ  يوَآ  نْمَ  یلََب ، مْهَُل : لُوقُیَفَ 

مْقُیَْلفَ مْهُعَِئاجَ  عَبَشْأَ  وْأَ  يٍرْعُ ، نِْم  مْهُاسَکَ  وْأَ  مْهَُّرَب ،

یِتأْیَفَ .کَِلذَ  اوُلعَفَ  دْقَ  سٌاَنأُ  مُوقُیَفَ  .هُئَِفاکَأُ  یَّتحَ 

دْقَ یِبیِبحَ ، ایَ  دَُّمحَُم  ایَ  یَلاعَتَ : اللهِا  دِْنعِ  نِْم  ءُادَِّنلا 

ثُْیحَ هَِّنجَْلا  نَِم  مْهُْنکِسْأَفَ  کَْیَلإِ ، مْهُتَأَفَاکَُم  تُْلعَجَ 

نْعَ نَوُبجَحُْی  ثُْیحَ لاَ  هِلَیسِوَْلا ، یِف  مْهُُنکِسُْیفَ  .تَْئشِ 

.مُلاََّسلا مُهِْیلَعَ  هِِتْیَب  لِهْأَوَ  دٍَّمحَُم 

,On the Day of Resurrection

a caller will cry out, “Listen! Muhammad (S) is talking to you.” As all

creatures become silent, the Holy Prophet (S) says, “O creatures, whoever of

you has done any favor, act of kindness, or undertaking for me, may now stand

up so that I can reward him for that.” The creatures will say, “May Allah

accept our fathers and mothers as ransom for you! What sort of favor, act of

,kindness, or undertaking could we have done for you? All favors, kindness
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and undertakings are Allah’s and yours over all creatures.” The Holy Prophet

s) will then say, “Yes, there are such! Anyone who has accommodated any of)

my descendants, done an act of kindness to any of them, behaved charitably

towards any of them, provided clothing to any of them who was destitute, or

provided food to any of them who was hungry, may now stand up so that I can

reward him.” Upon hearing this, some who have done such things in the worldly life
will stand up. Then, a

call from Almighty Allah will come to declare, “O Muhammad, My dearest! I hand

over rewarding these people to you, so you are allowed to make them occupy

,any place in Paradise that you wish.” The Holy Prophet (S) will then

allow these people to dwell in an elevated position in Paradise called al-Wasilah

where they will not prevented from meeting the Holy Prophet and his Household

(a). (3 )‘

p: 147

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:465, S. 64, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:556, S. 17, H. 1 [- 3 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:556, S. 17, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 3
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p: 148
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Imam al-Riza (‘a), on the authority of his fathers, has reported the Holy Prophet (S) as
:saying

عٌیفِشَ مْهَُل  اَنأَ  هٌعََبرْأَ 

یضِاقَْلاوَ يدِْعَب ، نِْم  یِتَّیِّرذُِل  مُرِکْمُْلا  هِمَایَقِْلا : مَوْیَ 

اوُّرطُضْا امَدَْنعِ  مْهِرِوُمأُ  یِف  مْهَُل  یعِاَّسلاوَ  مْهُجَِئاوَحَ ، مْهَُل 

.هِِناسَِلوَ هِِبْلقَِب  مْهَُل  ُّبحِمُْلاوَ  هِْیَلإِ ،

I will be the intercessor

of four categories of people on the Day of Resurrection: (1) those who

respect my descendants after my passing away, (2) those who satisfy the needs

of my descendants, (3) those who make every effort to handle their affairs

(when necessary, and (4) those who love them sincerely in word and deed. (1

Imam al-Baqir (‘a), on the authority of his fathers, has reported the Holy Prophet (S)
:as saying

َّیَلإِ لَُّسوََّتلا  دَارَأَ  نْمَ 

هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  اهَِب  هَُل  عُفَشْأَ  دٌیَ  يدِْنعِ  هَُل  نَوکُیَ  نْأَوَ 

.مْهِْیلَعَ رَورُُّسلا  لِخِدُْیوَ  یِتْیَب  لَهْأَ  لْصِیَْلفَ 

Whoever wishes to make me

his agency (before Almighty Allah) and to have an attribute for which I will

intercede for him on the Day of Resurrection, may closely commune with my

(progeny and provide them with tranquility. (2

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is also reported to have said
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p: 149

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:556, S. 17, H. 6 [- 2 - ] 1
Shaykh al-Tusi, al-Amali, pp. 424, H. 947. In Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:557, S. 17, H. 6, this [- 2 - ] 2
tradition is reported in this way: Whoever wishes to make me his agency (before
Almighty Allah) and to have an attribute for which I will intercede for him on the Day of
.Resurrection, may invoke blessings on my progeny, and provide them with tranquility
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هِمَایَقِْلا مُوْیَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

هَُل تَْناکَ  نْمَ  دٍانَُم : يدِانَُیفَ  نَیرِخِلآاوَ ، نَیِلَّولأَا  اللهُا  عَمَجَ 

مُوقُیَفَ .مْقُیَْلفَ  دٌیَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  دَْنعِ 

لِوسُرَ دَْنعِ  مْکُیدِایَأَ  تَْناکَ  امَ  لُوقُیَفَ : سِاَّنلا ، نَِم  قٌُنعُ 

لَهْأَ لُصَِن  اَّنکُ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : هِِلآوَ ؟ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا 

، سِاَّنلا یِف  اوُفوطُفَ  اوُبهَذْإِ  مْهَُل : لُاقَُیفَ  .هِدِْعَب  نِْم  هِِتْیَب 

هُوُلخِدْأَفَ هِدِیَِب  اوذُخُفَ  دٌیَ  مْکُدَْنعِ  هَُل  تَْناکَ  نْمَفَ 

.هََّنجَْلا

On

the Day of Resurrection, a caller will cry out, “Anyone who has done a favor for

the Messenger of Allah (S) may stand up.” Some people will stand up. The

caller will ask them, “What favor have you done for the Messenger of Allah (S)?” They
will reply, “After him, we communed with his progeny.” The progeny will then be told
to go in the midst of the people and take those who have done favors to them by the

(hand and lead them to Paradise. (1

Old Men

Showing respect to old men is another form of special treatment in the category of
weak people. In this regard, `Abdullah ibn Sinan reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

:to him

َّزعَ اللهِا  لِلاَجْإِ  نِْم  َّنإِ 

.رِیِبکَْلا خِْیَّشلا  لَلاَجْإِ  َّلجَوَ 

To respect old men is a
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(kind of respect for Allah, the All-majestic. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

سَْیَل

.اَنرَیغِصَ مْحَرْیَوَ  اَنرَیِبکَ  رِّْقوَُی  مَْل  نْمَ  اَّنِم 

He who does not respect our old men and does not show mercy

(toward our youngsters is not one of us. (3

p: 150

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:558, S. 17, H. 7 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:466, S. 67, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:467, S. 67, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 3
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People of the Qur'an

Another form of special treatment is to show respect toward those versed in the
religion and its laws, conveyers of the message of the Holy Qur'an, and reciters of

.Almighty Allah’s revealed verses

In this connection, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S)
:as saying

َّنإِ

لاَخَ امَ  نَیِّیِمدَلآا  نَِم  هًجَرَدَ  یلَعْأَ  یِف  نِآرْقُْلا  لَهْأَ 

، مْهُقَوقُحُ نِآرْقُْلا  لَهْأَ  اوفُعِضْتَسْتَ  لاَفَ  نَِیلسَرْمُْلاوَ ، نَیِّیِبَّنلا 

.اًناکَمََل رِاَّبجَْلا  زِیزِعَْلا  اللهِا  نَِم  مْهَُل  َّنإِفَ 

The people of the Holy

Qur'an shall be in the highest rank that human beings can attain except for

the Prophets and Messengers (of Almighty Allah). Hence, do not belittle the

special) ranks of the reciters of the Qur'an, because they do enjoy a)

(distinctive rank in the view of Allah, the Almighty and Omnipotent. (1

Faithful Believers

Another form of special treatment, such as providing comfort, is that which must be
shown to faithful believers (mu'min) (2) . This has been emphasized in many validly
reported traditions, like the following one reported by Shaykh al-Kulayni on the

-authority of Abu-Hamzah al
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It is advisable to refer to the huge number of traditions, mentioned in various [- 3 - ] 2
sections of reference books of hadith, such as Wasa’il al-Shi`ah, concerning the
special treatment that must be shown towards the faithful believers. For instance,
refer to vol. 11, pp. 569-601 where features of this special treatment with faithful
believers manifest themselves, emphasizing the high level of social relations

.necessary with this distinguished group
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Thumali, who related that he heard Imam al-Baqir (‘a) quoting the following from the
(: Holy Prophet (S

دْقَفَ اًنِمؤُْم  َّرسَ  نْمَ 

.اللهَا َّرسَ  دْقَفَ  یِنَّرسَ  نْمَوَ  یِنَّرسَ ،

Whoever gives pleasure to

a faithful believer has in fact given pleasure to me, and whoever gives

(pleasure to me has given pleasure to Almighty Allah. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  لِامَعْلأَا  ِّبحَأَ  نِْم 

سُیفِْنتَ وْأَ  هِِتعَوْجَ ، عُابَشْإِ  نِِمؤْمُْلا : یلَعَرِورُُّسلا  لُاخَدْإِ 

.هِِنْیدَ ءُاضَقَ  وْأَ  هِِتَبرْکُ ،

Among the most beloved acts in the view of Almighty Allah is to give

pleasure to a faithful believer by satisfying his hunger, relieving his

(anguish, or helping him settle his debts. (2

Another form of special treatment toward faithful believers is to settle their needs. In
:this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

یضَقَ نْمَوَ 

هََئاِم هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هَُل  اللهُا  یضَقَ  هًجَاحَ  نِِمؤْمُْلا  هِیخِلأَِ 

نْأَ کَِلذَ  نِْموَ  هَُّنجَْلا ، اهَُلَّوأَ  کَِلذَ  نِْم  هًجَاحَ ، فِْلأَ 

نْأَ لاَ دَْعَب  هََّنجَْلا  هَُناوَخْإِوَ  هُفَرِاعَمَوَ  هُتََبارَقَ  لَخِدُْی 

.اًباَّصُن اوُنوکُیَ 
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Whoever fulfills the need of his brother-in-faith, Almighty Allah shall

settle one hundred thousand of his needs on the Day of Resurrection. One of

these needs is that he is allowed to enter Paradise and to take his

relatives, associates, and friends to Paradise also provided that they are

(not opponents (of the Ahl al-Bayt). (3

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 152
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نَِمؤْمُْلا َّنإِ 

ُّمتَهْیَ هُدَْنعِ ، نُوکُتَ  لاَفَ  هِیخِلأَِ  هُجَاحَْلا  هِْیلَعَ  دُرِتََل 

.هََّنجَْلا هِِّمهَِب  اللهُا  هُُلخِدُْیفَ  هُُبْلقَ ، اهَِب 

Sometimes

a faithful believer feels upset because he cannot solve the problem of one of

his brethren-in-faith. As a result of this feeling, Almighty Allah allows him

(to enter Paradise. (1

Another form of special treatment toward faithful believers is to relieve their agony or
ease their difficulties. In this connection, Zayd al-Shahham has reported that he heard

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

نَِمؤْمُْلا هُاخَأَ  ثَاغَأَ  نْمَ 

حِاجََن یلَعَ  هَُناعَأَوَ  هُتََبرْکُ  سََّفنَفَ  هِدِهْجَ  دَْنعِ  نَافَهَّْللا 

نَیعِْبسَوَ نِْیتَْنِث  کَِلذَِب  هَُل  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  هِِتجَاحَ ،

رَْمأَ اهَِب  حُِلصُْی  هًدَحِاوَ  اهَْنِم  هَُل  لُِّجعَُی  اللهِا ، نَِم  هًمَحْرَ 

مِوْیَ عِازَْفلأَِ  هًمَحْرَ  نَیعِْبسَوَ  يدَحْإِ  هَُل  رُخَِّدیَوَ  هِِتشَیعِمَ ،

.هِِلاوَهْأَوَ هِمَایَقِْلا 

Almighty Allah will record

seventy-two items of His mercy for whoever relieves the agony of his

aggrieved brother-in-faith, drives away his sorrows, and helps him achieve

his goal. By virtue of one of these, He will improve his financial affairs

while the other seventy-one items will be stored for him when he faces the
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(horrors and terrors of the Day of Resurrection. (2

Other forms of special treatment towards faithful believers include being cooperative
.with them, supporting them, and advising them

Neighbors

Let us now refer to further details in the form of traditions that are reported from the
(: Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

p: 153
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

رُِّمعَُی رِاوَجِْلا  نُسْحُ 

.رِامَعْلأَا یِف  ئُسِْنُیوَ  رَایَِّدلا 

(Good neighborliness makes communities thrive and increases longevity. (1

:Abu-Mas`ud has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to him

یِف هٌدَایَزِ  رِاوَجِْلا  نُسْحُ 

.رِایَِّدلا هُرَامَعِوَ  رِامَعْلأَا 

Good neighborliness increases

(longevity and makes communities thrive. (2

Abu-Rabi` al-Shami has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said the following while his
:house was packed with people

اَّنِم سَْیَل  هَُّنأَ  اومُلَعْإِ 

.هُرَوَاجَ نْمَ  هَرَوَاجَُم  نْسِحُْی  مَْل  نْمَ 

Be it known to you all that whoever does not observe good neighborliness

(with his neighbors, does not belong to us. (3

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

نَوعَُبرْأَ رِاوَجِْلا  ُّدحَ 

نْعَوَ هِفِْلخَ  نِْموَ  هِْیدَیَ  نِْیَب  نِْم  بٍِناجَ : ِّلکُ  نِْم  اًرادَ 

.هِِلامَشِ نْعَوَ  هِِنیمِیَ 

The border of neighborhood

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 259 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_154_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_154_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_154_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


includes forty houses from all sides; the front, the back, the right, and the

(left. (4

(: Umar ibn `Ikrimah has reported the following narration from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a`

One day, a man from the Ansar came to the Holy Prophet (S) and complained that he
had bought a house next to a man from whom neither goodness nor security from

harm could

p: 154
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be expected. Immediately, the Holy Prophet (S) ordered Imam `Ali (‘a), Salman, Abu-
:Dharr, and probably al-Miqdad to go to the mosque and announce

نْمَأْیَ مَْل  نْمَِل  نَامَ  _ يإِ لاَ 

.هُقَِئاوََب هُرُاجَ 

Faithless is he“

.” whose neighbors are not safe from his harm

After they had declared this statement three times each, the Holy Prophet (S) pointed
(to forty houses from all directions to be the limits of neighborhood. (1

Al-Hasan ibn `Abdullah has reported the Righteous Servant (i.e. Imam al-Ka¨im) to
:have said

َّفکَ رِاوَجِْلا  نُسْحُ  سَْیَل 

.يذَلأَا یلَعَ  كَرُْبصَ  رِاوَجِْلا  نُسْحُ  نْکَِلوَ  يذَلأَا ،

Good neighborliness does

not mean to stop harm from neighbors; rather, it means to patiently endure the

(harm of neighbors. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نِْم نُِمؤْمُْلا  تَلَْفأَ  امَ 

اَّمإِ هِْیلَعَ : ثُلاََّثلا  تِعَمَتَجْإ  امََّبرَُلوَ  ثٍلاََث ، نِْم  هٍدَحِاوَ 

، هِیذِؤُْی هَُباَب  هِْیلَعَ  قُِلْغُی  رِاَّدلا  یِف  هُعَمَ  نُوکُیَ  نْمَ  ضُْعَب 

.هِیذِؤُْی هِجِِئاوَحَ  یَلإِ  هِقِیرِطَ  یِف  نْمَ  وْأَ  هِیذِؤُْی ، رٌاجَ  وْأَ 

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  ثَعَبََل  لٍبَجَ  هَِّلُق  یلَعَ  اًنِمؤُْم  َّنأَ  وَْلوَ 
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اًسْنأُ لاَ هِِنامَ  _ يإِ نِْم  هَُل  لُعَجْیَوَ  هِیذِؤُْی ، اًناطَْیشَ  هِْیلَعَ 

.دٍحَأَ یَلإِ  هُعَمَ  شُحِوْتَسْیَ 

A faithful believer cannot

escape one of the following three things although he may encounter all of

them: he may be harmed by one of the members of his family who lives with him

in the same house, or one of his neighbors, or one who impedes him from

managing his affairs. Even if a faithful believer secludes himself on a

mountain summit, Almighty Allah will send a devil from which the believer may

seek refuge. Almighty Allah will designate for him friendship derived from

(his own faith due to which he will never feel lonely. (3
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:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

مُصِْقتَ یِتَّلا  مِصِاوَقَْلا  نَِم 

يأَرَ نْإِوَ  اهَافَخْأَ  هًنَسَحَ  يأَرَ  نْإِ  ءِوُّسلا  رُاجَ  رَهَّْظلا 

.اهَاشَْفأَ هًئَِّیسَ 

A wicked neighbor is like

(, a stab in the back. If this neighbor sees a kind act (from another neighbor

(he conceals it; however, if he notices a misdeed, he divulges it. (1

p: 156
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Chapter Two: Superstructure Of Rules And Foundations

Point

Religious and Traditional Laws . 1

Passivity and Control over Emotions . 2

Justice and Fair play . 3

Good manners and Being Loved by People . 4

Kind Acts and Precedence in Charity . 5

(Idealism and Distinctive Behavior(unique, different . 6
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The superstructure of the rules and foundations of social relations plays a major role
in man’s self-perfection. Although these points have been discussed under the title of
self-strife (struggle with the self), they will be mentioned hereinafter because they

.also play a chief role in social relations

Religious and Traditional Laws

Compliance with Religious Duties

Both religion and tradition have decided a number of rights and duties, some of which
:are as follows

It is obligatory upon Muslims to keep the secrets of their brethren-in-faith . 1
unrevealed, especially when they hear them saying something in a gathering or when
they are asked to keep certain matters secret. A tradition holds that meetings be

.based on confidentiality. (1) However, there are certain exceptions in this connection

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

سُِلاجَمَْلا

.هَِنامَلأَاِب

(Meetings must be confidential. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

سُِلاجَمَْلا

هُمُُتکْیَ ثٍیدِحَِب  ثَِّدحَُی  نْأَ  دٍحَلأَِ  سَْیَلوَ  هَِنامَلأَاِب ،

هَُل اًرکْذِ  وْأَ  هًقَِث  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  َّلاإِ  هِِنذْإِِب ، َّلاإِ  هُُبحِاصَ 

.رٍْیخَِب

Meetings must be confidential. It is therefore not allowed that anybody

speak of an issue concealed by the person involved without obtaining his
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permission, unless the addressee is trustworthy or the issue entails good

(reputation of the person which it is about. (3

p: 159
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:The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

َّلاإِ هَِنامَلأَاِب  سُِلاجَمَْلا 

سٌِلجْمَ وْأَ  مٌارَحَ ، مٌدَ  هِیِف  کَفِسُ  سٌِلجْمَ  سَِلاجَمَ : هََثلاََث 

لٌامَ هِیِف  ُّلحَتَسُْی  سٌِلجْمَ  وْأَ  مٌارَحَ ، جٌرْفَ  هِیِف  َّلحُِتسْإ 

.هِِّقحَ رِْیغَِب  مٌارَحَ 

All meetings must be held

in confidence except three: an assembly in which honorable blood is shed, a gathering

in which chastity of an honorable individual is violated, or an assembly in

(which one’s property is wrongfully violated. (1

The Holy Legislator has urged that promises, pledges, and covenants must be . 2
fulfilled. Accordingly, promises have been raised to the level of covenants with regard

.to the obligation of fulfilling them

:In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

اللهِاِب نُِمؤُْی  نَاکَ  نْمَ 

.دَعَوَ اذَإِ  فِیَْلفَ  رِخِلآا  مِوْیَْلاوَ 

Whoever truly believes in

(Allah and the Last Day must keep faith with his promise. (2

:Hisham ibn Salim has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

هُدَ عِ_

أَدََب اللهِا  فِْل  _ خُِبفَ فََل  _ خْأَ _نْ  مَفَ هَُل ، هَرَا  _ َّفکَ رٌذْ لاَ  هُا نَ_ _ خَأَ نِِمؤْمُْلا 

نَوُلعَْفتَ اَل  امَ  اوُلوقُتَ  نْأَ  هَِّللا  دَْنعِ  اتًْقمَ  رَُبکَ  نَوُلعَْفتَ  اَل  امَ  نَوُلوقُتَ  مَِل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ  هُُلوْقَ : کَِلذَوَ  ضََّرعَتَ ، _هِ  تِْقمَِلوَ
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A faithful believer’s

promise to his brother-in-faith is a non-expiable vow. Hence, whoever breaks

his promise has in fact broken his promise with Almighty Allah, exposing

himself to His wrath. This is the meaning of Almighty Allah’s saying, “O you

who believe! Why do you say that which you do not do? It is most hateful to

(Allah that you should say that which you do not do. (61:2-3)” (3

p: 160

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:471, S. 71, H. 4 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:515, S. 109, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:515, S. 109, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 3
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Islam has deemed it obligatory to be honest in speech and in one’s dealings with . 3
:others. In this regard, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

سِاَّنلِل هًاعَدُ  اوُنوکُ 

دَاهَِتجْلإا مُکُْنِم  اوْرَیَِل  مْکُِتنَسِْلأ ، رِْیغَِب  رِْیخَْلاِب 

.عَرَوَْلاوَ قَدِّْصلاوَ 

Act as heralds to goodness

in the milieus of people by other means besides your tongues (i.e. speech) so

(that they can become aware of your diligence, honesty, and piety. (1

Zayd ibn `Ali has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet (S)
:said

اًدغَ یِّنِم  مْکَُبرَْقأَ  َّنإِ 

مْکُادَآوَ ثِیدِحَْلِل  مْکُُقدَصْأَ  هًعَافَشَ  َّیلَعَ  مْکُبَجَوْأَوَ 

.سِاَّنلا نَِم  مْکُُبرَْقأَوَ  اًقُلخُ  مْکُُنسَحْأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَِل 

Verily, the closest of you

all to me and the worthiest of winning my intercession tomorrow is the most

honest in speech, the most observant of trusts, the most well-mannered, and

(the closest to people. (2

Islam has determined a number of reciprocal duties of faithful believers towards . 4
.each other. Let us now refer to some more traditions dealing with this topic

p: 161

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:513, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
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.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:514, S. 108, H. 8 [- 3 - ] 2
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Mu`alla ibn Khunays has reported that he once asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) about the
.duties of Muslims toward one another

:The Imam (‘a) explained

، تٍابَجِاوَ قٍوقُحُ  عُْبسَ  هَُل 

هُْنِم عََّیضَ  نْإِ  بٌجِاوَ ، هِْیلَعَ  وَهُوَ  َّلاإِ  ٌّقحَ  َّنهُْنِم  امَ 

هِیِف نْکُیَ اللهِ  مَْلوَ  هِِتعَاطَوَ ، اللهِا  هِیَلاَوِ  نِْم  جَرَخَ  اًئْیشَ 

.بٌیصَِن

Muslims enjoy seven rights

over one another. Each right is so obligatory that if one violates any of

,them, he will be cast out from loyalty and obedience to Almighty Allah

.losing any share of his relation to Almighty Allah

?” May Allah accept me as ransom for you,” Mu`alla asked, “What are these rights“

:The Imam (‘a) replied

کَْیلَعَ یِّنإِ  یَّلعَُم ، ایَ 

.لَمَْعتَ لاَوَ  مَلَْعتَوَ  ظَفَحْتَ ، لاَوَ  عَِّیضَُت  نْأَ  فُاخَأَ  قٌیفِشَ 

O Mu`alla, I fear lest you

violate and defy these rights or that you learn them but fail to act upon

.them

.There is no power except with Allah,” answered Mu`alla“

:The Imam (‘a) then began to reckon these rights saying
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رُسَْیأَ

امَ هَُل  هُرَکْتَوَ  کَسِْفنَِل  ُّبحُِت  امَ  هَُل  َّبحُِت  نْأَ  اهَْنِم  ٍّقحَ 

هُطَخَسَ بَِنتَجْتَ  نْأَ  یِناَّثلا  ُّقحَْلاوَ  .کَسِْفنَِل  هُرَکْتَ 

نْأَ ثُِلاَّثلا  ُّقحَْلاوَ  .هُرَْمأَ  عَیطُِتوَ  هُتَاضَرْمَ  عَِبَّتتَوَ 

ُّقحَْلاوَ .کَِلجْرِوَ  كَدِیَوَ  کَِناسَِلوَ  کَِلامَوَ  کَسِْفنَِب  هُنَیعُِت 

ُّقحَْلاوَ .هُتَآرِْموَ  هُلَیِلدَوَ  هُنَْیعَ  نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  عُِباَّرلا 

لاَوَ أُمَظْیَوَ  يوَرْتَ  لاَوَ  عُوجُیَوَ  عَبَشْتَ  نْأَ لاَ  سُِماخَْلا 

سَْیَلوَ مٌدِاخَ  کََل  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  سُدِاَّسلا  ُّقحَْلاوَ  .يرَْعیَوَ  سَبَْلتَ 

هَُبایَِث لُسِْغتَفَ  کَمَدِاخَ  ثَعَْبتَ  نْأَ  بٌجِاوَفَ  مٌدِاخَ  کَیخِلأَِ 

نْأَ عُِباَّسلا  ُّقحَْلاوِ  .هُشَارَِف  دُِّهمَُتوَ  هُمَاعَطَ  عُنَصْتَوَ 

دَهَشْتَوَ هُضَیرِمَ  دَوعُتَوَ  هُتَوَعْدَ  بَیجُِتوَ  هُمَسَقَ  َّربَتَ 

یَلإِ هُرَدِابَُت  هًجَاحَ  هَُل  َّنأَ  تَمِْلعَ  اذَإِوَ  هُتَزَانَجَ ،

هُرُدِابَُت نْکَِلوَ  اهَکََلأَسْیَ ، نْأَ  یَلإِ  هُئَجِْلُت  لاَوَ  اهَِئاضَقَ ،

هِِتیَلاَوِِب کَتَیَلاَوِ  تَْلصَوَ  کَِلذَ  تَْلعَفَ  اذَإِفَ  هًرَدَابَُم ،

.کَِتیَلاَوِِب هُتَیَلاَوِوَ 

The easiest of these rights is that you must like for your

brother-in-faith whatever you like for yourself and dislike for him whatever

you dislike for yourself. The second right is that you keep yourself away

from whatever enrages him, follow whatever pleases him, and obey his

instructions. The third right is that you help him with your self, your
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finances, your tongue, your hand, and your foot. The fourth right is that you

act as his eye, guide, and mirror. The fifth right is that you must not eat

your fill while he is hungry, quench your thirst while he is thirsty, and

dress yourself while he is unclothed. The sixth right is that you must not

have a servant while he does not have one—it is therefore obligatory upon you

to send your servant to wash his clothes, cook food for him, and prepare his

bed. The seventh right is that you must help him fulfill his oaths, accept

when he invites you, visit his sick, present yourself in funeral ceremonies that

,relate to him, and take the initiative to resolve his needs. In this regard

you must not wait until he asks you to help him resolve his need; rather, you

must be the first to take action. If you do all these things, then you will

(have bonded your friendship to his and his friendship to yours. (1

p: 162

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:544, S. 122, H. 7 [- 2 - ] 1
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Abstaining from Forbidden Acts

Many laws have been enacted by the Holy Legislator to command abstention from
:prohibited acts, such as

It is impermissible to enter the houses of others before obtaining their permission. . 1
Furthermore, it is obligatory to inform the occupants of a house before entering it

because the souls of Muslims, and their properties, chastity, and

p: 163
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.private affairs are inviolable

Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi-`Abdullah has reported that he asked Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) for`
:an explanation of Almighty Allah’s saying in the Holy Qur'an

اهَِلهْأَ یلَعَ  اومُِّلسَُتوَ  اوسُِنأْتَسْتَ  یَّتحَ  مْکُِتوُیُب  رَْیغَ  اتًوُیُب  اوُلخُدْتَ  اَل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  ایَ 

O you who believe! Do not

enter houses other than your own houses until you have asked permission and

(saluted their inmates. (24:27

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) answered

لِْعَّنلا عُْقوَ  سُانَیِتسْلإا 

.مُیِلسَّْتلاوَ

Asking permission (in this

(verse) signifies making a sound with one’s shoes and giving the greeting. (1

When entering a house, it is required to sit where the owner of the house instructs the
.guest to sit

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted his father as saying

یلَعَ مْکُدُحَأَ  لَخَدَ  اذَإِ 

، لِحَّْرلا بُحِاصَ  هُرُُمأْیَ  ثُْیحَ  دْعُْقیَْلفَ  هِِلحْرَ  یِف  هِیخِأَ 

لِخِاَّدلا نَِم  هِِتْیَب  هِرَوْعَِب  فُرَعْأَ  لِحَّْرلا  بَحِاصَ  َّنإِفَ 

.هِْیلَعَ

When you enter the house

of one of your brethren-in-faith, you should sit where the owner of the house
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tells you to sit because he knows the private places in his house more than a

(guest does. (2

Islam has forbidden cunning, envy, cheating, and betrayal. In this connection, Imam . 2
:al-Riza (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet (S) said

p: 164

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:454, S. 50, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:476, S. 78, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
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لاَفَ اًمِلسُْم  نَاکَ  نْمَ 

َّنإِ لُوقُیَ : لَیِئرَْبجَ  تُْعمِسَ  یِّنإِفَ  عْدَخْیَ ، لاَوَ  رْکُمْیَ 

.رِاَّنلا یِف  هَعَیدِخَْلاوَ  رَکْمَْلا 

,Whoever is a true Muslim

,must not deceive or cheat others, for I have heard Archangel Gabriel say

.” Deception and cheating lead to the Fire“

َّشغَ نْمَ  اَّنِم  سَْیَل 

.اًمِلسُْم نَاخَ  نْمَ  اَّنِم  سَْیَلوَ  اًمِلسُْم ،

He does not belong to us

.who cheats a Muslim, and he does not belong to us who betrays a Muslim

حَوُّرلا لَیِئرَْبجَ  َّنإِ 

ایَ لَاقَفَ : نَیمَِلاعَْلا  ِّبرَ  دِْنعِ  نِْم  َّیلَعَ  لَزََن  نَیِملأَا 

بَهَذَ قُِلخُْلا  ءَوسُ  َّنإِفَ  قُِلخُْلا ، نِسْحُِب  کَْیلَعَ  دَّمحَُم ،

مْکُُنسَحْأَ یِب  مْکُهَبَشْأَ  َّنإِوَ  لاَأَ  .هِرَخِلآاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  رِْیخَِب 

.اًقُلخُ

,The Trustworthy Spirit

Gabriel, descended to me from the Lord of the Worlds and said to me, “O

Muhammad, adhere to good manners because bad manners take away the wealth of

this world and the next.” Verily, the most similar of you to me is the most

(mannerly. (1
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:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

رَکْمَْلا َّنأَ  لاَوَْل 

.سِاَّنلا رَکَْمأَ  تُْنکَُل  رِاَّنلا  یِف  هَعَیدِخَْلاوَ 

Were it not for the fact

that cunning and deception lead to Hellfire, I would have been the most

(cunning of all people. (2

Islam has forbidden telling lies in all of its forms and degrees and in all fields, . 3
(. especially in relations with others (except in a few situations, like peacemaking

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 165

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:570, S. 137, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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َّزعَ اللهَا  َّنإِ 

لِافَْقلأَا کَْلتَ  حَیِتافَمَ  لَعَجَوَ  لاًافَْقأَ  ِّرَّشلِل  لَعَجَ  َّلجَوَ 

.بِارََّشلا نَِم  ٌّرشَ  بُذِکَْلاوَ  بَارََّشلا ،

,Verily

Almighty Allah has made locks for evils and made drinking intoxicants the

master key of all evils. Nonetheless, telling lies is more horrible than

(drinking intoxicants. (1

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

مِِلسْمُْلا لِجَُّرلِل  یغِبَْنیَ 

ءَیجِیَ یَّتحَ  بُذِکْیَ  هَُّنإِفَ  بِاَّذکَْلا ، هَاخَاؤَُم  بَِنتَجْیَ  نْأَ 

.قَُّدصَُی لاَفَ  قِدِّْصلاِب 

A Muslim individual is

required to avoid association with liars, because liars are not believed even

(if they tell the truth. (2

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

، نِْیسَحُْلا نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  نَاکَ 

رَیغَِّصلا بَذِکَْلا ؛ اوقَُّتإِ  هِدِْلوِِل : لُوقُیَ  مُلاََّسلا ، هِْیلَعَ 

بَذِکَ اذَإِ  لَجَُّرلا  َّنإِفَ  لٍزْهُوَ ، ٍّدجِ  ِّلکُ  یِف  رَیِبکَْلاوَ ، هُْنِم 

لَوسُرَ َّنأَ  مُْتمِْلعَ  امَأَ  .رِیِبکَْلا  یلَعَ  أَرَتَجْإ  رِیغَِّصلا  یِف 

قُدُصْیَ دُْبعَْلا  لُازَیَ  امَ  لَاقَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا 
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یَّتحَ بُذِکْیَ  دُْبعَْلا  لُازَیَ  امَوَ  اًقیِّدصِ ، اللهُا  هُبَُتکْیَ  یَّتحَ 

.اًباَّذکَ اللهُا  هُبَُتکْیَ 

(Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a`

used to say to his sons, “Guard yourselves against telling lies, be they

trivial or significant, serious or playful. If one lies about an

insignificant matter, he will have the courage to lie in great things. Know that

the Messenger of Allah (S) has said: ‘Some servants (of Allah) keep on

telling only the truth until they are recorded before Allah as being veracious

forever. Other servants keep on telling untruths until they are recorded with

(Allah as liar forever.” (3

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

p: 166

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:573, S. 138, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:573, S. 138, H. 6 [- 2 - ] 2
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ٌّدجِ بِذِکَْلا  نَِم  حُُلصْیَ  لاَ 

.هَُل یفِیَ  َّمُث لاَ  هَُّیِبصَ  مْکُدُحَأَ  دَعِیَ  نْأَ  لاَوَ  لٌزْهُ ، لاَوَ 

یَلإِ يدِهْیَ  رُوجُفُْلاوَ  رِوجُفُْلا ، یَلإِ  يدِهْیَ  بَذِکَْلا  َّنإِ 

.رَجُفَوَ بَذِکَ  لَاقَُی : یَّتحَ  بُذِکْیَ  مْکُدُحُأَ  لُازَیَ  امَوَ  رِاَّنلا ،

هٍرَْبإِ عُضِوْمَ  یقَْبیَ  یَّتحَ لاَ  بُذِکْیَ  مْکُدُحَأَ  لُازَیَ  امَوَ 

.اًباَّذکَ اللهِا  دَْنعِ  یَّمسَُیفَ  قٌدْصِ ،

It is improper to tell

untruths whether seriously or jokingly and it is improper to promise your child

something and then fail to keep your promise. Verily, telling lies leads to

sinfulness and sinfulness leads to Hellfire. One may keep on telling lies

continuously until he is known as a liar and perpetually sinful. One may keep

on telling lies continuously until his heart becomes void of any space for

honesty, be it as tiny as a needle’s place, and then he is recorded with

(Almighty Allah as liar forever. (1

.Islam has warned against double-dealing and double-talk in social relations . 4

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نَیمِِلسْمُْلا یَقَِل  نْمَ 

نِْم نِاَناسَِل  هَُلوَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  ءَاجَ  نِْیَناسَِلوَ  نِْیهَجْوَِب 

.رٍاَن

Whoever deals with Muslims
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with two faces and two tongues, will come on the Day of Resurrection having

(two tongues of fire. (2

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

نُوکُیَ دٌْبعَ  دُْبعَْلا  سَْئِب 

هُُلکُأْیَوَ اًدهِاشَ  هُاخَأَ  يرِطُْی  نِْیَناسَِل ، اذَوَ  نِْیهَجْوَ  اذَ 

.هَُلذَخَ یَِلُتْبا  نِإِوَ  هُدَسَحَ ، یَطِعْأُ  نْإِ  .اًبِئاغَ 

Extremely wretched is the

servant (of Allah) who has two faces and two tongues. He flatters his

brother-in-faith in his presence but devours (i.e. backbites) him when he is

absent. If his brother-in-faith gets something good, he will envy him, but if

(he is afflicted with a problem, he will disappoint him. (3
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Islam has deemed forbidden cutting off one’s relations with faithful believers, . 5
.provoking their animosity, or intending evil to them

:Through various chains of authority, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هِیخِلأَِ لُجَُّرلا  لَاقَ  اذَإِ 

، يِّودُعَ تَْنأَ  لَاقَ : اذَإِوَ  .هِِتیَلاَوِ  نِْم  جَرَخَ  ٍّفأُ ، نِِمؤْمُْلا :

وَهُوَ لاًمَعَ  نٍِمؤُْم  نِْم  اللهُا  لُبَْقیَ  لاَوَ  .امَهُدُحُأَ  رَفَکَ 

.اًءوسُ نِِمؤْمُْلا  هِیخِأَ  یلَعَ  رٌمِضُْم 

If one says to one’s

brother-in-faith, “Ugh!” then their friendship is ruptured. If one says, “You

are my enemy!” then one of them has abandoned faith. Almighty Allah will

(never accept any deed of a believer who intends evil to his brother-in-faith. (1

Islam has warned against having bad opinions about faithful believers or accusing . 6
.them of anything improper

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هُاخَأَ نُِمؤْمُْلا  مَهََّتإ  اذَإِ 

.ءِامَْلا یِف  حُْلمِْلا  ثُامَْنیَ  امَکَ  هِِبْلقَ  یِف  نُامَ  _ يلإِا ثَامَْنإ 

If a believer accuses his

brother-in-faith of something, his faith will dissolve from his heart in the

(same way salt dissolves in water. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

p: 168
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یلَعَ کَیخِأَ  رَْمأَ  عْضَ 

َّنَّنظُتَ لاَوَ  کَُبِلْغیَ ، امَ  هُْنِم  کَیَِتأْیَ  یَّتحَ  هِِنسَحْأَ 

رِْیخَْلا یِف  اهََل  دُجِتَ  تَْنأَوَ  اًءوسُ  کَیخِأَ  نِْم  تْجَرَخَ  هٍمَِلکَِب 

.لاًمَحْمَ

Give the best probability

to the deed of your brother-in-faith until you receive from him something

that tears down the likelihood of good. Never deem evil any word that has

been said by your brother-in-faith as long as you can find an acceptable

(excuse for it. (1

p: 169

Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:362, H. 3; Shaykh al-Saduq, al-Amali, pp. 380, H. 483; [- 3 - ] 1
`Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 75: 196, H. 11 as quoted from the previous

.reference books
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Passivity and Control over Emotions

Control over emotions and praiseworthy qualities

It is noticeable that whenever Islam discusses the topic of the praiseworthy qualities
that man must enjoy or the characteristics due to which one can be a true faithful
believer, it lays much stress on qualities appertaining to the psychological aspect—

.emotions and passivity

:In this regard, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نْأَ نِِمؤْمُْلِل  یغِبَْنیَ 

دَْنعِ اًروُبصَ  زِهِازَهَْلا ، دَْنعِ  اًروُقوَ  لٍاصَخِ : یِنامََث  هِیِف  نَوکُیَ 

لاَ اللهُا ، هُقَزَرَ  امَِب  اًعِناقَ  ءِاخََّرلا ، دَْنعِ  اًروکُشَ  ءِلاَبَْلا ،

یِف هُْنِم  هُُندََب  ءِاقَدِصْلأَِل ، لُمَاحَتَیَ  لاَوَ  ءَادَعْلأَا ، مُِلظْیَ 

، نِِمؤْمُْلا لُیِلخَ  مَْلعِْلا  َّنإِ  .هٍحَارَ  یِف  هُْنِم  سُاَّنلاوَ  بٍعَتَ 

، هُوخُأَ قَْفِّرلاوَ  هِدِوُنجُ ، رُیِمأَ  لَْقعَْلاوَ  هُرُیزِوَ ، مَْلحِْلاوَ 

.هُدُِلاوَ َّرِبْلاوَ 

A faithful believer is required to enjoy eight characteristics: he

should be venerable in various situations, steadfast in misfortunes, thankful

in luxury, satisfied with whatever sustenance Almighty Allah has determined for

him; he should not oppress his enemies or overtax his associates, and he

should tax his body and make people feel at ease because of him. Knowledge is

the comrade of the faithful believer, clemency his supporter, patience the

(commander of his army, lenience his brother, and charity his father.(1
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:The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

هِیِف َّنکُ  نْمَ  لٍاصَخِ  ثُلاََث 

یِف هُاضَرِ  هُْلخِدُْی  مَْل  یَضِرَ  اذَإَ  نِامَ : _ يلإِا لَاصَخِ  لَمَکْتَسْإ 

نْإِوَ ِّقحَْلا ، نَِم  بُضَغَْلا  هُجْرِخُْی  مَْل  بَضِغَ  اذَإِوَ  لٍطِاَب ،

.هَُل سَْیَل  امَ  طَاعَتَیَ  مَْل  رَدَقَ 

The features of

faithfulness are complete for those who enjoy three characteristics: if they

are pleased, their pleasure does not lead them to do wrong; if they are

displeased, their displeasure does not cause them to relinquish that which is

right; and if they have power over others, their power does not lead them to

(seize what is not theirs. (2

p: 170
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

مْکُهِبَشْأَِب مْکُرُِبخْأُ  لاَأَ 

مْکُُّرَبأَوَ اًفنَکَ ، مْکُُنیَْلأَوَ  اًقُلخُ ، مْکُُنسَحْأَ  یِب ؟

مْکُرُبَصْأَوَ هِِنیدِ ، یِف  هِِناوَخْلإِ  اًّبحُ  مْکُُّدشَأَوَ  هِِتَبارَقَِب ،

، اًوْفعَ مْکُُنسَحْأَوَ  ظِْیغَْلِل ، مْکُمُظَکْأَوَ  ِّقحَْلا ، یلَعَ 

.بِضَغَْلاوَ اضَِّرلا  یِف  اًفاصَْنإِ  هِسِْفَن  نِْم  مْکُُّدشَأَوَ 

May I introduce those who

are the most closely related of all of you to me?....They are the most

mannerly of all of you, the most tractable, the most pious to their

relatives, the most affectionate to their brethren-in-faith, the most

steadfast in accepting the truth, the most suppressive of their rage, the

(most forgiving, and the fairest whether he is satisfied or furious. (1

p: 171
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Models of Praiseworthy Qualities

Sedulity in Obedience to Almighty Allah and Steadfastness against Disobedience

Sedulity in obedience to Almighty Allah and steadfastness against disobedience to
Him manifest themselves on the top of the list of praiseworthy qualities and righteous

.deeds

:According to an authentic tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هِمَایَقِْلا مُوْیَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

نْمَ لُاقَُیفَ : هَِّنجَْلا ، بَاَب  نَوُتأْیَفَ  سِاَّنلا  نَِم  قٌُنعُ  مُوقُیَ 

مَلاَعَ مْهَُل : لُاقَُیفَ  .رِْبَّصلا  لُهْأَ  نُحَْن  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : مُْتْنأَ ؟

رُِبصَْنوَ اللهِا ، هِعَاطَ  یلَعَ  رُِبصَْن  اَّنکُ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : مُْترْبَصَ ؟

مُهُوُلخِدْأَ .اوُقدَصَ  َّلجَوَ : َّزعَ  اللهُا  لُوقُیَفَ  .اللهِا  یصِاعَمَ  نْعَ 

بٍاسَحِ رِْیغَِب  مْهُرَجْأَ  نَورُِباَّصلا  یَّفوَُی  امََّنإِ  َّلجَوَ : َّزعَ  اللهِا  لُوْقَ  وَهُوَ  .هََّنجَْلا 

,On the Day of Resurrection

a group of people will stand up and come towards the gate of Paradise. When asked
about their identity, they will answer, “We are the people of

steadfastness.” “In what fields have you practiced steadfastness?” they will

be asked. “We have been sedulous in obedience to Almighty Allah and steadfast

against disobedience to Him,” they will answer. Then, Almighty Allah will

say, “They are truthful. Allow them to enter Paradise.” This is the

explanation of Almighty Allah’s saying, “Only the patient will be paid back

(their reward in full without measure. (39:10)” (1
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p: 172

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:186, S. 19, H. 1. In this very section of the [- 1 - ] 1
reference book, there are many traditions implying the same idea. It is therefore

.advisable to refer to them
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Chastity

Qualities like chastity of appetite (i.e. abstinence from going after illegally acquired
provisions), private parts (i.e. abstinence from unlawful sexual intercourse), and sight
(i.e. abstinence from unlawful glances) have been classified as the best acts of

.worship

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

دَْنعِ لَضَْفأَ  هٌدَابَعِ  امَ 

.جٍرْفَوَ نٍطَْب  هَِّفعِ  نِْم  اللهِا 

There is no act of worship

more favorable in the view of Almighty Allah than chastity of the appetite and

(private parts. (1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is also reported to have said

ُّلکُ

یِف تْرَهِسَ  نٌْیعَ  ثٍلاََث : رُْیغَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هٌیَکِاَب  نٍْیعَ 

نْعَ تَّْضغَ  نٌْیعَوَ  اللهِا ، هِیَشْخَ  نِْم  تْضَافَ  نٌْیعَوَ  اللهِا ، لِیِبسَ 

.اللهِا مِرِاحَمَ 

All eyes will be weeping on the Day of Resurrection

except for three eyes: an eye that spent a night sleeplessly for Allah’s

sake, an eye that shed tears in fear of Allah, and an eye that was cast down in

(order not to gaze upon that which Allah has prohibited. (2

Forbearance
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The quality of forbearance, which can be defined as pardoning and closing one’s eyes
to flaws of others in situations of rage although there is power to punish, is considered
one of the conditions on which the acceptance of one’s devotional acts are
contingent. In other words, one cannot be regarded as true worshipper unless one is

characterized by forbearance, which is also the best support

p: 173
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.in one’s social movement and relations with others

:Muhammad ibn `Abdullah has reported that he heard Imam al-Riza (‘a) saying

اًدِباعَ لُجَُّرلا  نُوکُیَ  لاَ 

یِنَب یِف  دََّبعَتَ  اذَإِ  نَاکَ  لَجَُّرلا  َّنإِوَ  اًمیِلحَ ، نَوکُیَ  یَّتحَ 

رَشْعَ کَِلذَ  لَْبقَ  تَمِصْیَ  یَّتحَ  اًدِباعَ  َّدعَُی  مَْل  لَیِئارَسْإِ 

.نَیِنسِ

Man cannot be a true

worshipper unless he becomes forbearing. Among the Children of Israel, a man

who devoted his entire life to worshipping Almighty Allah would not be

(considered a true worshipper unless he had stopped talking for ten years. (1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have quoted Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) as saying

لُجَُّرلا یِنُبجِْعُیَل  هَُّنإِ 

.هِِبضَغَ دَْنعِ  هُمُْلحِ  هُکَرِدُْی  نْأَ 

I admire men who control themselves

(in situations of rage. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

امَ

.ُّطقَ مٍْلحِِب  َّلذَأَ  لاَوَ  ُّطقَ ، لٍهْجَِب  اللهُا  َّزعَأَ 

Almighty Allah has never bestowed honor to anyone due to

(impatience and has never humiliated anyone because of forbearance. (3
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Clemency

Clemency, which signifies gentleness or mildness in the exercise of authority or power
as the opposite of violence and coarseness, has been encouraged by Islam, because

it
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.plays a significant role in the various fields of man’s life

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

قُرَخَْلاوَ نٌمُْی ، قُْفِّرلا 

.مٌؤْشُ

Clemency is a blessing

(while harshness is an evil omen. (1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

یلَعَ عْضَوُی  مَْل  قَْفِّرلا  َّنإِ 

.هَُناشَ َّلاإِ  ءٍیْشَ  نِْم  عَزُِن  لاَوَ  هَُنازَ ، َّلاإِ  ءٍیْشَ 

Clemency is an embellishment

(for everything, and its lack, ruins everything. (2

Hisham ibn Ahmar has reported that when he engaged himself in a dispute with
:someone belonging to the other sect, Imam al-Riza (‘a) advised him saying

قِْفرْإِ

نَاکَ نْمَ  یِف  رَْیخَ  لاَوَ  هِِبضَغَ ، یِف  مْهُدُحَأَ  رَفَکَ  نْإِفَ  مْهِِب ،

.هِِبضَغَ یِف  هُرُْفکُ 

Treat them with clemency, because the word of disbelief

is in most cases said when one is enraged. Worthless is he who utters the

(word of disbelief when enraged. (3

Modesty
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Defined as decorum in manners and conduct, modesty elevates man and raises him
to the highest rank. For this reason, Islam has added modesty to the list of righteous

.qualities

:Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying
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نِْیکَلَمَ ءِامََّسلا  یِف  َّنإِ 

رََّبکَتَ نْمَوَ  هُاعَفَرَ ، عَضَاوَتَ اللهِ  نْمَفَ  دِابَعِْلاِب ، نِْیلََّکوَُم 

.هُاعَضَوَ

In the heavens, there are

’two angels commissioned by Almighty Allah to watch over His servants

conduct; therefore, they will raise him who behaves modestly for the sake of

(Almighty Allah, but they will put down him who acts arrogantly. (1

:In the sense of traditions, modesty is defined as follows

نْأَ ُّبحُِت  امَ  سَاَّنلا  یَطِْعُت  نْأَ  عُضُاوََّتلا ) )

.هُاطَْعُت

Modesty is to give people whatever you wish to receive

(from them. (2

( عُضُاوََّتلا )

اهَُلزِْنُیفَ هِسِْفَن  رَدْقَ  ءُرْمَْلا  فَرِْعیَ  نْأَ  اهَْنِم  تٌاجَرَدَ ،

َّلاإِ دٍحَأَ  یَلإِ  یَِتأْیَ  نْأَ  ُّبحُِی  لاَ  مٍیِلسَ ، بٍْلقَِب  اهَتََلزِْنمَ 

.هِنَسَحَْلاِب اهَأَرَدَ  هًئَِّیسَ  يأَرَ  نْإِ  .هِْیَلإِ  یتَؤُْی  امَ  لَْثِم 

.نَیِنسِحْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  اللهُاوَ  سِاَّنلا ، نِعَ  فٍاعَ  ظِْیغَْلا ، مُظِاکَ 

Modesty is of different ranks one of which is that one

should know the actual value of oneself and then place it where it should be

with sound heart. Therefore, one should never like for others that which one
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does not like for oneself. If he receives an evil act, he must repel it with

a kind act. He must also suppress his anger and forgive others, for Allah

(loves those who do good to others. (3

( عُضُاوََّتلا )

نْمَ یلَعَ  مَِّلسَُی  نْأَوَ  سِِلجْمَْلا ، نَودُ  سِِلجْمَْلاِب  یضَرْیَ  نْأَ 

نْأَ َّبحُِت  لاَوَ  اًقّحُِم ، نَاکَ  نْإِوَ  ءَارَمِْلا  كَرُْتیَ  نْأَوَ  یقَْلیَ ،

.يوَْقَّتلا یلَعَ  دَمَحُْت 

Modesty is to content yourself to sit in a place less

than your actual position, to greet whomever you meet, to avoid disputation

even if you are right, and to dislike for yourself to be praised for your

(piety. (4
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have narrated the following

Al-Najashi, the Abyssinian king, summoned Ja`far ibn Abi-Talib and his companions

and they responded to his summon. When they visited him, they found him sitting on
the bare ground wearing ragged clothes. Seeing this scene, Ja`far and his
companions felt great pity for the king that the colors of their faces changed. When

the king noticed their surprise, he said to them, “All praise is due to Allah Who has
given victory to Muhammad and delighted him. May I convey to you this glad news?”
“Yes, king!” answered Ja`far, “You may.” The king then said, “A few minutes ago, one
of my spies in your country came to me and informed me that Almighty Allah had
given victory to His Prophet, Muhammad, and annihilated his enemies. Moreover,
some personalities had been taken as prisoners. The two armies met in a shrubby
vale called Badr. I know this place very well, because I used to shepherd my master’s

.” sheep there, who was a man from the tribe of Damarah

Ja`far then asked the king, “Why are you sitting on the bare ground and wearing such
?” ragged clothes

The king answered, “Within the revelations of Almighty Allah to Prophet Jesus, we
read that one of His servants’ duties towards Him is that whenever Almighty Allah
bestows a blessing to one of His servants, that servant must in return show his Lord a
sort of modesty. Carrying out this duty, I am showing a sort of modesty because

.” Almighty Allah has favored me with the blessing of giving victory to Muhammad

:When the Holy Prophet (S) was informed about this incident, he said
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، هًرَْثکَ اهَبَحِاصَ  دُیزِتَ  هَقَدََّصلا  َّنإِ 

هُبَحِاصَ دُیزِیَ  عَضُاوََّتلا  َّنإِوَ  اللهُا ، مُکُمْحَرْیَ  اوُقَّدصَتَفَ 

دُیزِیَ وَْفعَْلا  َّنإِوَ  اللهُا ، مُکُْعفَرْیَ  اوعُضَاوَتَفَ  هًعَْفرِ ،

.اللهُا مُکَُّزعُِی  اوفُعْافَ  اًزّعِ ، هُبَحِاصَ 

Verily, almsgiving increases the wealth of its giver“

abundantly; therefore, give alms so that Almighty Allah will have mercy upon

you. Likewise, modesty raises the modest persons’ eminence; therefore, show

modesty so that Almighty Allah will raise your eminence. Forgiveness

increases the forgivers’ dignity; therefore, forgive people so that Almighty

(Allah will confer dignity upon you.” (1

:Mu`awiyah ibn Wahab has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

اوُنَّیزَتَوَ مَْلعِْلا  اوُبُلطْأُ 

هَُنومُِّلعَُت نْمَِل  اوعُضَاوَتَوَ  رِاقَوَْلاوَ ، مِْلحِْلاِب  هُعَمَ 

اوُنوکُتَ لاَوَ  مَْلعِْلا ، هُْنِم  مُْتْبلَطَ  نْمَِل  اوعُضَاوَتَوَ  مَْلعِْلا ،

.مْکُِّقحَِب مْکُُلطِاِب  بَهَذْیَفَ  نَیرِاَّبجَ  ءَامَلَعُ 

Seek knowledge and adorn

yourselves with forbearance and solemnity while you do so. Behave humbly

towards those whom you teach and behave humbly towards those from whom you

receive knowledge. Do not be domineering scholars; otherwise, your right

(things will be eliminated by your wrong behavior. (2
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(: Muhammad ibn Sinan has reported the following from one of the Holy Imams (‘a

Jesus, the son of Mary, peace be upon both of them, said to his disciples, “O assembly

of Apostles! I have a request. Fulfill it for me.” They said, “Your request is fulfilled, O
Spirit of Allah!” Then he stood up and washed their feet. They said, “It would have

:been more proper for us to have done this, O Spirit of Allah!” Then he said
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سِاَّنلا َّقحَأَ  َّنإِ 

امَْیکَِل اذَکَهَ  تُْعضَاوَتَ  امََّنإِ  .مُِلاعَْلا  هِمَدْخِْلاِب 

عِضُاوََّتلاِب .مْکَُل  یعِضُاوَتَکَ  سِاَّنلا  یِف  يدِْعَب  اوعُضَاوَتَتَ 

تُُبْنیَ لِهَّْسلا  یِف  کَِلذَکَوَ  رُِّبکََّتلاِب ، هُمَکْحِْلا لاَ  رُمَْعُت 

.لِبَجَْلا یِف  عُرَّْزلا لاَ 

Verily, it is more fitting

for one endued with knowledge to serve the people. Indeed, I humbled myself

so that you may humble yourselves before the people after me, even as I have

humbled myself among you… Wisdom increases with humility, not by pride, and

(likewise plants grow in only soft soil, not in stone. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have narrated the following

One Thursday evening, the Holy Prophet (S) broke his fasting at Qaba Mosque and
asked for something to drink. Aws ibn Khawla, one of the Ansar, brought him a
mixture of milk and honey. As soon as the Holy Prophet (S) neared it to his mouth, he

:put it aside and said

یفَتَکُْی نِاَبارَشَ 

نْکَِلوَ هُُمِّرحَأُ ، لاَوَ  هُُبرَشْأَ  .هِِبحِاصَِب لاَ  امَهِدِحَأَ  نِْم 

نْمَوَ اللهُا ، هُعَفَرَ  عَضَاوَتَ اللهِ  نْمَ  هَُّنإِفَ  عُضَاوَتَأَ اللهِ ،

، اللهُا هُقَزَرَ  هِِتشَیعِمَ  یِف  دَصَتَْقإ  نِمَوَ  اللهُا ، هُضَفَخَ  رََّبکَتَ 

هَُّبحَأَ تِوْمَْلا  رَکْذِ  رَثَکْأَ  نْمَوَ  اللهُا ، هُمَرَحَ  رََّذَب  نْمَوَ 

.اللهُا
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This is a mixture of two

drinks one of which complements the other. I neither drink it nor avoid

drinking it; rather, I humble myself before Almighty Allah, because whoever

humbles himself before Almighty Allah He will raise him. Whoever acts

arrogantly, Almighty Allah will put him down. Likewise, whoever makes savings

,in his livelihood, Almighty Allah will provide him with abundant sustenance

but whoever squanders, Almighty Allah will deprive him of sustenance. Whoever

(mentions death too much, Almighty Allah will love him. (2
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Good Intention and Sound Heart

Islam has enjoined to treat others with good intention and sound heart. These two
traits can be achieved by founding one’s social relations on the fact that Almighty

Allah witnesses the outward and inward thoughts and feelings. In this connection,
:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

هُنَْیَب امَ  حَلَصْأَ  نْمَ 

حَلَصْأَ نْمَوَ  سِاَّنلا ، نَْیَبوَ  هُنَْیَب  امَ  اللهُا  حَلَصْأَ  اللهِا  نَْیَبوَ 

نِْم هَُل  نَاکَ  نْمَوَ  هُایَْندُ ، رَْمأَ  هَُل  اللهُا  حَلَصْأَ  هِِترَخِآ  رَْمأَ 

.ظٌِفاحَ اللهِا  نَِم  هِْیلَعَ  نَاکَ  ظٌعِاوَ  هِسِْفَن 

Whoever keeps in order his

affairs with Allah (i.e. follows His orders sincerely), Allah will also put

his affairs with men in order. Whoever arranges for his salvation, Allah will

arrange his worldly affairs. Whoever preaches to himself, Allah will also

(protect him. (1
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Control over Emotions and Blameworthy Qualities

Point

The Holy Legislator has forbidden a set of psychological and emotional tendencies,
and passivity in the field of social relations. Negative emotions arouse a pessimistic

attitude towards man’s social and spiritual progress Islam has seriously warned
.against them

:These blameworthy qualities are

Love of Domination

Because the desire to dominate people is a psychological tendency that expresses
itself through man’s emotions and feelings, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) discouraged it,
observing it in the corrupt chiefs of the Muslim community in that era. Holding a
position of presidency has become a forbidden thing, in the view of some

jurisprudents, if establishment of justice is not guaranteed, and there is the
probability that it would lead to wronging the people or acting arrogantly—the two

.major serious effects of such positions

Mu`ammar ibn Khalid has reported that Imam al-Riza (‘a) condemned someone

,because he was fond of domination. The Imam (‘a) commented

یِف نِایَرِاضَ  نِابَْئذِ  امَ 

نَِم مِِلسْمُْلا  نِیدِ  یِف  َّرضَأَِب  اهَؤُاعَرِ  قََّرفَتَ  دْقَ  مٍنَغَ 

.هِسَاَئِّرلا

The destruction caused by

two ravenous wolves that attack a shepherdless herd does not injure the faith

(of a Muslim individual more than fondness for domination. (1
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:Abdullah ibn Maskan has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying`

ءِلاَؤُهَوَ مْکُاَّیإِ 

لُاعََّنلا تِقَفِخُ  امَ  اللهِاوَفَ  نَوسَُّأرَتَیَ ، نَیذَِّلا  ءَاسَؤَُّرلا 

.کَلَهْأَوَ کَلَهَ  َّلاإِ  لِجَُّرلا  فَْلخَ 

Beware of those chiefs who

are fond of domination. By Allah: any man after whom shoes are stamped

heavily (1) will certainly

(perish and send others to perdition. (2

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported, on the authority of his fathers, to have quoted the
Holy Prophet (S) as saying within the famous tradition of prohibitions (hadith al-

(manahi

لاَأَ

هُادَیَوَ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  یتَأَ  مٍوْقَ  هَفَارَعُ  یَّلوَتَ  نْمَوَ 

هُقَلَطْأَ اللهِا  رِْمأَِب  مْهِیِف  مَاقَ  نْإِفَ  هِقُِنعُ ، یَلإِ  نِاتََلوُلْغمَ 

سَْئِبوَ مََّنهَجَ  رِاَن  یِف  هِِب  يوَهَ  اًمِلاظَ  نَاکَ  نْإِوَ  اللهُا ،

.رُیصِمَْلا

Verily, whoever assumes the leadership of a people shall

come on the Day of Resurrection with both hands tied behind his neck. If he

has managed their affairs according to what Almighty Allah has commanded, he

will be released by Him, but if he has been unjust to his people, Almighty

(Allah will throw him into Hellfire; an evil destination indeed! (3
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Anger

The Holy Legislator and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have warned against anger and its
negative impact on social relations

p: 182

This expression is a metonymy of flattering the leading personalities who are [- 2 - ] 1
usually followed by a class of people who compete with each other in occupying the

[first line after them. [Translator
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:279, S. 50, H. 4 [- 3 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:282, S. 50, H. 14 [- 4 - ] 3
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and self-perfection. They have then presented some methods of treatment that will
.cure this psychological state that affects man’s relations with others

:Pointing out the bad effects of anger, the Holy Imams (‘a) are reported to have said

بُضَغَْلا

.لَسَعَْلا ُّلخَْلا  دُسِْفُی  امَکَ  نَامَ  _ يلإِا دُسِْفُی 

Anger spoils faith in

(the same way as vinegar does honey. (1

بُضَغَْلا

.ٍّرشَ ِّلکُ  حُاتَْفِم 

(Anger is the key to all evil. (2

امََّنإِ

.ٍّقحَ نِْم  هُُبضَغَ  هُجْرِخُْی  مَْل  بَضِغَ  اذَإِ  يذَِّلا  نُِمؤْمُْلا 

A true believer is

exclusively one whose anger does not make him transgress the truth when

(enraged. (3

كَرَابَتَ اللهُا  َّفکَ  سِاَّنلا  نِعَ  هُبَضَغَ  َّفکَ  نْمَ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا مِوْیَ  بَاذَعَ  هُْنعَ  یَلاعَتَوَ 

Whoever restrains his

rage from people, Allah the Blessed and Exalted, will restrain the torture of

(the Day of Resurrection from him. (4
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امَُّیأَفَ

، کَِلذَ هِرِوْفَ  نِْم  سِْلجْیَْلفَ  مٌِئاقَ  وَهُوَ  مٍوْقَ  یلَعَ  بَضِغَ  لٍجُرَ 

یلَعَ بَضِغَ  لٍجُرَ  امَُّیأَوَ  .نِاطَْیَّشلا  زُجْرِ  هُْنعَ  بُهَذْیَ  هَُّنإِفَ 

تَّْسمَ اذَإِ  مَحَِّرلا  َّنإِفَ  هَُّسمَیَْلفَ ، هُْنِم  نُدْیَْلفَ  مٍحِرَ  يذِ 

.تْنَکَسَ

Any man who is angry

,with another must immediately sit down if he is standing up. If he does so

the unhealthy frenzy of Satan will depart from him. One who is angry with one

of his relatives must come close and touch him, because a blood relation

(calms down when touched. (5

p: 183

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:286, S. 53, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:286, S. 53, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:286, S. 53, H. 3 [- 4 - ] 3

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:286, S. 53, H. 4 [- 5 - ] 4

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 11:286, S. 53, H. 6 [- 6 - ] 5
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Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Mu`alla ibn Khunays to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq
:(‘a) as relating the following anecdote

One day, a man asked the Holy Prophet (S) to give him an all-inclusive advise. “Never
be angry,” the Holy Prophet (S) taught. Contenting himself with this advice, the man

left for home. He found them standing in lines and arming themselves to fight against
another people. After he had also armed himself to participate in that fighting, the
man recalled the Holy Prophet’s advice not to be angry. He therefore threw his
weapon away and walked towards the other party, saying: “Whatever wound or
murder that was committed against you by my people, I will be responsible for it and I
will pay its blood-money from my own fortune.” Noticing the chivalry of this man, the
other party declared, “We renounce any right that is ours against your people,
because we are worthier of being lenient than you are.” Thus, the two parties made

(up, their anger forgotten. (1

Envy

Defined as the feeling of resentfulness or discontented longing for the removal of
another person's better fortune, situation, or the like blessings that Almighty Allah has

.endued him with, envy is forbidden by the Holy Legislator

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

لُکُأْیَ دَسَحَْلا  َّنإِ 

.بَطَحَْلا رُاَّنلا  لُکُأْتَ  امَکَ  نَامَ  _ يلإِا

Verily, envy consumes

(one’s faith in the same way as fire consumes firewood. (2

p: 184

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:304, H. 11 [- 2 - ] 1
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:306, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 2
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

:Almighty Allah said to (Prophet) Moses, the son of `Imran

امَ یلَعَ  سَاَّنلا  َّندَسِحْتَ  لاَ 

لاَوَ کَِلذَ ، یَلإِ  کَْینَْیعَ  َّنَّدمُتَ  لاَوَ  یِلضْفَ ، نِْم  مْهُُتْیتَآ 

یَمِسَقِِل ٌّداصَ  یمِعَِنِل ، طٌخِاسَ  دَسِاحَْلا  َّنإِفَ  کَسَْفَن ، هُْعِبْتُت 

هُْنِم تُسْلَفَ  کَِلذَکَ  کُیَ  نْمَوَ  يدِابَعِ ، نَْیَب  تُمَّْسقَ  يذَِّلا 

.یِّنِم سَْیَلوَ 

Never envy people for

whatever favor I have bestowed upon them. Never strain your eyes after that

favor and never yearn for it. Verily, an envier is resentful of my boons and critical

of My division (of favors) that I have decided for My servants. Whoever is

(characterized by envy, does not belong to Me, nor do I belong to him. (1

It is worth mentioning that envy is different from the feeling of delight that man feels
when he notices that

Almighty Allah has endued some people with His favors. In this respect, Imam al-
:Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

َّنإِ

.طُِبْغیَ لاَوَ  دُسِحْیَ  قُِفانَمُْلاوَ  دُسِحْیَ ، لاَوَ  طُِبْغیَ  نَِمؤْمُْلا 

A true faithful believer feels glad but never envies, while

a hypocrite envies and never feels glad (at seeing others being granted

(graces by God). (2
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Disdain and Fanaticism

The Holy Legislator has also warned against the agitation of familial fanaticism and
being overcome by the feelings and emotions that it arouses. However, partisanship

that is not absolutely condemned in Islam has been delimited by

p: 185

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:307, H. 6 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:293, S. 55, H. 7 [- 1 - ] 2
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:Imam Zayn al-`Abidin as follows

رَارَشِ لُجَُّرلا  يرَیَ  نْأَ 

هَِّیِبصَعَْلا نَِم  سَْیَلوَ  نَیرِخَآ ، مٍوْقَ  رِایَخِ  نِْم  اًرْیخَ  هِِموْقَ 

نَیعُِی نْأَ  هَِّیِبصَعَْلا  نَِم  نْکَِلوَ  هُمَوْقَ ، لُجَُّرلا  َّبحُِی  نْأَ 

.مِْلُّظلا یلَعَ  هُمَوْقَ 

,Familial fanaticism is

considering wicked members of one’s own family to be better than righteous

individuals of another family. To love the people of one’s family is not

(considered fanaticism; however, to help them practice wrongdoing is. (1

From this definition as well as the general concept of tribalism, we can conclude that
tribalism stands for taking sides with a certain party and acting loyally towards some

(people although they are recognized as wrong. (2)(3

p: 186

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:308, H. 7 [- 2 - ] 1
Confirming this meaning, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported that Imam `Ali ibn al- [- 3 - ] 2
Husayn (‘a) said, Every act of tribalism will not be allowed Paradise except the

tribalism of Hamzah ibn `Abd al-Mu
alib who embraced Islam in rage for the Holy Prophet (S), his nephew, after the - 3
famous incident of the camel’s placenta being thrown on the Holy Prophet (S). See
Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:308, H. 5. The incident involved is as follows: Imam al-Sadiq
(‘a) has reported that when the Holy Prophet (S) was once in the Holy Mosque putting
on new clothes, the polytheists threw on him a camel’s placenta covering all his
clothes with it. He became so furious that he went to his uncle, Abu-Talib, and said, “O
uncle! How do you regard me among you?” “Why are you asking this, my brother’s
son?” asked Abu-Talib. The Holy Prophet (S) narrated the whole story. Immediately,
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Abu-Talib took his sword, called upon Hamzah, his brother, and ordered him, “Take
this placenta and let us go to these people.” The people of Quraysh were around the
Ka`bah when Abu-Talib, accompanying Hamzah and the Holy Prophet (S), came to
them. As they saw him, they knew for sure that he was extremely angry. Then, Abu-
Talib ordered Hamzah to throw that placenta on their upper lips, without missing any
one of them. When Hamzah finished, Abu-Talib turned his face to his nephew and
said, “Thus do we regard you among us, son of my brother!” See Shaykh al-Kulayni,

.al-Kafi 1:449, H. 30
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Tribalism has something to do with justice and fair play, to emotions and feelings that
Islam has ordered to control and restrain. Many traditions forbidding tribalism, have

(. been reported from the Holy Imams (‘a

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is authentically reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as
:saying

نْمَ

.هِقُِنعُ نِْم  نِامَ  _ يلإِا قَْبرِ  عَلَخَ  دْقَفَ  هَُل  بَِّصعُُت  وْأَ  بََّصعَتَ 

Whoever takes sides with someone fanatically or is

patronized on account of tribalism, has in fact taken off the loop of faith

(from his neck. (1

Arrogance, self-conceit, and boasting

Islam has forbidden arrogance and conceit, and forbidden their demonstration while
.dealing with people

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a), or Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), is authentically reported to have said

نَاکَ نْمَ  هََّنجَْلا  لُخُدْیَ  لاَ 

.رِبَکِْلا نَِم  لٍدَرْخَ  نِْم  هٍَّبحَ  لُاقَْثِم  هِِبْلقَ  یِف 

He never enters Paradise that has any amount of arrogance in his heart, be it as
insignificant as the

(weight of a grain of mustard. (2

It has been also reported that the first act of disobedience to Almighty Allah was
based on arrogance; that is the

p: 187
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.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:308, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:306, S. 60, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
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disobedience shown by Satan when he demurred through pride, and so became a
(disbeliever. (1

Arrogance is defined as despising people and ridiculing the truth. According to some

.validly reported narrations, this kind of arrogance is the gravest

Abd al-A`la ibn A`yun reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have quoted the Holy Prophet`
(S) as saying

صُمْغَ رِبَکِْلا  مَظَعْأَ  َّنإِ 

.ِّقحَْلا هُفَسَوَ  قِْلخَْلا 

The gravest kind of

.arrogance is to despise creatures and to ridicule the truth

?” The reporter asked, “What is meant by despising creatures and ridiculing the truth

,The Imam (‘a) explained

یلَعَ نُعَطْیَوَ  َّقحَْلا  لُهَجْیَ 

.هُءَادَرِ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  عَزَاَن  دْقَفَ  کَِلذَ  لَعَفَ  نْمَفَ  .هِِلهْأَ 

It is to disregard the

truth and look down on those who follow it. Whoever does so has in fact tried

(to divest Almighty Allah of His garment.(2

Muhammad ibn `Umar ibn Yazid has reported that his father said to Imam al-Sadiq
(‘a), “I usually eat the best quality of food, use the best perfumes, ride on the most

comfortable animals, and make my servant follow me. Do such deeds include any sign
.” of arrogance? If so, I will no longer do any of them

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) nodded his head down and then said
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نُوعُْلمَْلا رُاَّبجَْلا  امََّنإِ 

.َّقحَْلا لََّهجَوَ  سَاَّنلا  صَمَغَ  نْمَ 

The accursed people for

.their arrogance are only those who despise people and ridicule the truth

p: 188

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:308, S. 61, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:306, S. 60, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 2
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The man said, “As for me, I do not ignore the truth. As for despising people, indeed, I
!” do not know what this means

,The Imam (‘a) explained

رََّبجَتَوَ سَاَّنلا  رََّقحَ  نْمَ 

.رُاَّبجَْلا کَِلذَفَ  مْهِْیلَعَ 

He who disparages people

(and behaves tyrannically towards them is the true arrogant. (1

As inferred from their traditions, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have explained the reason behind
arrogant behavior to be feelings of imperfection and a senses of inferiority that the

.arrogant find in themselves

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

َّلاإِ هُیِتیَ  دٍحَأَ  نِْم  امَ 

.هِسِْفَن یِف  اهَدُجِیَ  هٍَّلذِِل 

Any arrogant behavior is

(because of inferiority that the arrogant find in themselves. (2

:Similarly, the Imam (‘a) is reported to have said

وْأَ رََّبکَتَ  لٍجُرَ  نِْم  امَ 

.هِسِْفَن یِف  اهَدُجِیَ  هٍَّلذِِل  َّلاإِ  رََّبجَتَ 

Any man who behaves

(arrogantly or tyrannically must feel a sense of inferiority within himself. (3

As is confirmed in many traditions, stubbornness and refusal to respect others are
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.examples of arrogance

In a validly reported tradition, Husayn ibn Abi’l-`Ala' has reported that he heard Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

p: 189

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:307, S. 60, H. 5 [- 2 - ] 1
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رِارَشِ یِف  نُوکُیَ  دْقَ  رُبَکِْلا 

اللهَا عَزَاَن  نْمَفَ  اللهِا ، ءُادَرِ  رُبَکِْلاوَ  .سٍْنجِ  ِّلکُ  نِْم  سِاَّنلا 

.لاًافسِ َّلاإِ  هُدْزِیَ  مَْل  هُءَادَرِ 

Arrogance

can be found in evil people of various classes. Arrogance is the robe of

Almighty Allah; therefore, whoever tries to divest Him of His robe, will

.increase in nothing but lowliness

:Proving his statement, the Imam (‘a) reported the following story

One day, the Holy Prophet (S) was in one of the public ways of Madinah where a black
woman was picking up dung. It was informed to make way for the Holy Prophet (S),
but she refused and said, “The way is too wide.” Some of the Holy Prophet’s
companions tried to punish her, but the Holy Prophet (S) said, “Leave her! She is a

(tyrant.” (1

Greed, Lethargy, and Foolishness

The Holy Legislator has discommended another set of emotions and passions
because their effects and results are negative and harmful to man’s social and
personal progress. When such emotions are borne in mind, man becomes a captive of

.others, violates the rights of others, or isolates and detaches himself from society

.Greed is one of these emotions that bring about an ill behavioral consequence

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said

.هُدُوقُیَ عٌمَطَ  هَُل  نُوکُیَ  دٌْبعَ  دُْبعَْلا  سَْئِب 

.هُُّلذُِت هٌبَغْرَ  هَُل  دٌْبعَ  دُْبعَْلا  سَْئِبوَ 
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Terribly evil is the

slave (of God) who is steered by his greed. Terribly evil is the slave who is

(humiliated by his desire.(2
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:Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) has said

دِقَ هَُّلکُ  رَْیخَْلا  تُْیأَرَ 

.سِاَّنلا يدِْیأَ  یِف  اَّمعَ  عِمََّطلا  عِطْقَ  یِف  عَمَتَجْإ 

I have perceived that the

(entire good lies in cutting off one’s greed for what others possess. (1

In its social aspect, lethargy is another discommended condition that results in
.violation of the others’ rights

:In his instruction to Imam `Ali (‘a), the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

ِّدؤَُت مَْل  تَْلسِکَ  نْإِوَ 

.اًقّحَ

If you slacken, you will

(not be able to carry out any of your duties. (2

,The Holy Prophet (S) is also reported to have said within a lengthy discourse

دْقَفَ لَسِکَ  اذَإِ  هَُّنلأَِ 

.قَوقُحُْلا عََّیضَ 

if he is lethargic … 

(then he will have violated rights. (3

:In one of his addresses to his son, Imam al-Ka¨im (‘a) is reported to have said

; لَسَکَْلاوَ رَجََّضلاوَ  كَاَّیإِوَ 

.هِرَخِلآاوَ ایَْنُّدلا  نَِم  کََّظحَ  کَِناعَنَمْیَ  امَهَُّنإِفَ 
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Beware of weariness and

lethargy, because these two deprive you of your share from this worldly life

(and the Next Life. (4

Foolishness and ignorance, defined as psychological and spiritual conditions due to
which man goes against the social limits and rules of conduct in speech and discourse
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with people in general, are among the discommended feelings. Also considered the
best examples of misbehavior, foolishness and ignorance push individuals to say and

.act without deliberation or reasoning

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

، مٌیِئَل قٌُلخُ  هَفََّسلا  َّنإِ 

.هُقَوْفَ وَهُ  نْمَِل  عُضَخْیَوَ  هَُنودُ  وَهُ  نْمَ  یلَعَ  لُیطِتَسْیَ 

Verily, foolishness is a

mean trait. The foolish have the cheek to challenge those of a lower class

(and submit to those of an upper class. (1

:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

َّنإِفَ اوهُفَسْتَ ، لاَ 

.ءَاهَفَسُِب اوسُْیَل  مْکُتََّمِئأَ 

Do not be foolish, because

(your Imams are not such. (2

According to another validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have
:said

دٌْبعَ اللهِا  قِْلخَ  ضَغَْبأَ  َّنإِ 

.هَُناسَِل سُاَّنلا  یقََّتإ 

Verily, the most offensive

creature of Almighty Allah is a sharp-tongued servant (of Him) whom people

(try to avoid due to his impudence. (3
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هَیفَِّسلا أَفَاکَ  نْمَ 

.هَُلاثَِم يذَتَحْإ  ثُْیحَ  هِْیَلإِ ، یتَأَ  امَِب  یَضِرَ  دْقَفَ  هِفََّسلاِب 

Whoever repays the foolish

with foolishness has in fact been satisfied with what he receives from the

(foolish, because he has imitated them.(4

p: 192

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:322, H. 1 [- 4 - ] 1

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:322, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:322, H. 4 [- 3 - ] 3

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:322, H. 3 [- 4 - ] 4

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 328 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_192_4
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Control over Emotions and Association with People

Point

The Holy Legislator and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) present some details to express the
principle of controlling the emotions, which is a significant article in the Islamic

.concept of social relations

Good Company

The leading entry is the observance of good company and establishment of good
relations with one’s companions, friends, and other categories of people with whom

.one has to deal in social life

Abu’l-Rabi` al-Shami has reported that he once visited Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and found
his house suffocated with people of various nationalities, among whom were people
from Khurasan, Syria, and other countries. He could not find any place to sit when

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), who was leaning on a pillow said

لِآ هَعَیشِ  ایَ 

هُسَْفَن کِْلمْیَ  مَْل  نْمَ  اَّنِم  سَْیَل  هَُّنأَ  اومُلَعْإِ  دٍَّمحَُم ،

هَقََلاخَموَ هُبَحِصَ  نْمَ  هَبَحْصُ  نْسِحُْی  مَْل  نْمَوَ  هِِبضَغَ ، دَْنعِ 

هُرَوَاجَ نْمَ  هَرَوَاجَُموَ  هُقَفَارَ  نْمَ  هَقَفَارَُموَ  هُقََلاخَ  نْمَ 

.هُحََلامَ نْمَ  هَحََلامَُموَ 

O Followers of

Muhammad’s Household! Let everyone know! Whoever does not control himself in

rage, not act kindly towards his companions, not behave courteously with

,those with whom he deals, not keep good company with those who accompany him
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not act kindly towards his neighbors, and not behave warmly towards his

(partners in a meal, does not belong to us (i.e. the Ahl al-Bayt). (1
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:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

اذَهَ کَلَسَ  نْمَِب  أُبَْعُی  امَ 

نْعَ هُزُجِحْیَ  عٌرَوَ  لٍاصَخِ : ثُلاََث  هِیِف  نْکُیَ  مَْل  اذَإِ  قَیرَِّطلا 

نْمَِل هِبَحُّْصلا  نُسْحُوَ  هُبَضَغَ ، هِِب  کُِلمْیَ  مٌْلحِوَ  اللهِا ، یصِاعَمَ 

.هُبَحِصَ

He who follows the path (of Shi`ism) will never be supported unless he

acquires the following three qualities: (1) piety that precludes him from

committing acts of disobedience to Almighty Allah, (2) forbearance with which

he controls himself whenever he is enraged, and (2) good company with those

(who accompany him. (1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have given some instructions, which actualize good company, if
:obeyed. Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نْأَ هِءَورُمُْلا  نَِم  سَْیَل 

.ٍّرشَ وْأَ  رٍْیخَ  نِْم  رِفََّسلا  یِف  یقَْلیَ  امَِب  لُجَُّرلا  ثَِّدحَُی 

It is unmanly to divulge what you have faced in your journeys, whether

(good or bad.(2

The Holy Imams (‘a) have also instructed their followers to ask about the conditions of
.their companions after they leave each other

Al-Mufazzal ibn `Umar has reported that he visited Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) after coming

.back from a journey. “Who accompanied you in your journey?” the Imam asked

.One of my brethren-in-faith did,” answered al-Mufazzal“
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.How is he now?” asked the Imam“

.I do not know anything about him since we returned home,” answered al-Mufazzal“

:The Imam (‘a) then said
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بَحِصَ نْمَ  َّنأَ  تَمِْلعَ  امَأَ 

؟ هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  هُْنعَ  اللهُا  هَُلأَسَ  هًوَطْخُ  نَیعَِبرْأَ  اًنِمؤُْم 

You should have known that

whoever accompanies a faithful believer for forty steps will be asked about

(him by Almighty Allah on the Day of Resurrection. (1

It is highly recommended to ask the person with whom you sit about his name,
surname, lineage, and conditions, yet without being curious or causing him

.embarrassment. Traditions have discommended not asking about these things

The following tradition that is reported by Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) from the Holy
Prophet (S) shows some examples of good company: One day, the Holy Prophet (S)

,asked his companions

نَورُدْتَ

هِِبحِاصَِل هُعُنَصْیَ  مٍاعَطَِب  مْکُدُحَأَ  رَدُْبیَ  نْأَ  زُجْعَْلا ؟ امَ 

مُکُْنِم لُجَُّرلا  بَحَصْیَ  نْأَ  هُیَِناَّثلاوَ  هِیِتأْیَ ، لاَوَ  هُفُِلخُْیفَ 

نَْیأَ نِْموَ  وَهُ  نْمَ  مَلَْعیَ  نْأَ  ُّبحُِی  هُسَِلاجَُی  وْأَ  لَجَُّرلا 

رُْمأَ هُثَِلاَّثلاوَ  کَِلذَ ، مَلَْعیَ  نْأَ  لَْبقَ  هُُقرِافَُیفَ  وَهُ ،

مَْل یَهِوَ  هُتَجَاحَ  یضِْقیَفَ  هِِلهْأَ  نِْم  مْکُدُحَأَ  وُندْیَ  ءِاسَِّنلا ؛

امَهُْنِم کَِلذَ  یَِتأْیَ  یَّتحَ  ثُکُمْیَوَ  شَُّرحَتَیَ  اهَتَجَاحَ … ضِْقتَ 

.اًعیمِجَ

Do know what incompetence is? Incompetence appears in

three situations. (1) When one of you does not go to a companion’s home who
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has invited you and prepared a meal for you. (2) When one of you accompanies

or sits with someone but leaves him before knowing who your companion is and

where he is from. (3) When one of you approaches his wife and takes the

pleasure he wants from her without making sure she also took pleasure from

him. You must make proper advances towards your wife and prolong the process

(of intercourse until you both take pleasure. (2
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.According to another tradition, these three acts are also a sign of alienation

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) has quoted his grandfather, the Holy Prophet (S), as saying

نْأَ ءِافَجَْلا : نَِم  هٌَثلاََث 

، هِِتیَْنکُوَ هِمِسْإ  نِعَ  هُُلأَسْیَ  لاَفَ  لَجَُّرلا  لُجَُّرلا  بَحَصْیَ 

لاَفَ بُیجُِی  وْأَ  بُیجُِی ، لاَفَ  مٍاعَطَ  یَلإِ  لُجَُّرلا  یعَدُْی  نْأَوَ 

.هِبَعَلاَمُْلا لَْبقَ  هُلَهْأَ  لِجَُّرلا  هُعَقَاوَُموَ  لُکُأْیَ ،

Three acts fall under

alienation: (1) to accompany someone without asking him about his name and

surname, (2) to reject an invitation to a banquet or to respond but refuse to

(eat, and (3) to copulate with the wife before courting her. (1

According to a third tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as
saying that to ask one’s companion about his name and identity is an obligatory duty

:and a sign of true fraternity

هُاخَأَ مْکُدُحَأَ  َّبحَأَ  اذَإِ 

هِِتلَیِبقَ مِسْاوَ  هِیِبأَ  مِسْاوَ  هِمِسْا  نِعَ  هُْلأَسْیَْلفَ  مَِلسْمُْلا 

نْأَ ءِاخَلإِا  قِدْصِوَ  بِجِاوَْلا  هِِّقحَ  نِْم  َّنإِفَ  هِِترَیشِعَوَ ،

.قٍمْحُ هُفَرِْعمَ  اهََّنإِِفَ  َّلاإِوَ  کَِلذَ ، نْعَ  هَُلأَسْیَ 

If one of you loves his

Muslim brother, he must ask him about his name, his father’s name, and his

tribe’s name, because this is one of the duties towards one’s

brother-in-faith and one of the features of true brotherhood. If you do it
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(not, it will be an association of idiocy. (2

Laughter and Joking

In his social life, man may come upon laughter-stimulating
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situations due to joking or exciting scenes. Such being the case, man is required to
restrain the emotions aroused by such situations and avoid loud bursts of laughter. In
this connection, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported through a valid chain of authority to

:have said

.نِاطَْیَّشلا نَِم  هُهَقَهْقَْلا 

The source of guffaw is

(Satan. (1

.مٌُّسبَتَ نِِمؤْمُْلا  کُحِضَ 

The laughter of the

(faithful believers is the smile. (2

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

نَیحِ لْقُفَ  تَهْقَهْقَ  اذَإِ 

.یِنْتقُمْتَ َّمهَُّللا لاَ  غُرُْفتَ :

When you guffaw, you may

(say thereafter, “O Allah, (please) do not detest me.” (3

Expressions of laughter must also be restrained with respect to reason for laughter.
:Hence, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

کَحَِّضلا لِهْجَْلا  نَِم  َّنإِ 

.بٍجَعَ رِْیغَ  نِْم 

It is inane to laugh for

(no incentive (to laugh). (4
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The Holy Imams (‘a) have called for repressing laughter and joking, because these
.two lead to negative social effects not to mention their negative personal effects

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

هَُّنإِفَ حَازَمِْلاوَ  مْکُاَّیإِ 

.هِجْوَْلا ءِامَِب  بُهَذْیَ 

Beware of joking, because

.it removes self-respect
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تُیمُِت کِحَِّضلا  هُرَْثکَ 

.بَْلقَْلا

Over-laughter deadens the

.heart

ثُیمِتَ کِحَِّضلا  هُرَْثکَ 

.حَْلمِْلا ءُامَْلا  ثُیمِیَ  امَکَ  نَیِّدلا 

Over-laughter melts faith

(in the same way as water melts salt. (1

:Imam `Ali the Commander of the Faithful (‘a) is reported to have said

هَُّنإِفَ حَازَمِْلاوَ  كَاَّیإِ 

.رُغَصْلأَا ُّبَّسلا  وَهُوَ  هَنَیغَِّضلا ، ثُرِوُیوَ  هَمَیخَِّسلا  ُّرجُیَ 

Beware of poking fun at

each other, because it begets rancor and reflects on spite. It is also the

(minor revilement. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

أُرَتَجُْیفَ حْزِامَُت  لاَ 

.کَْیلَعَ

;Do not jest with others

(lest, they encroach upon you. (3

Decorum and Unconstraint in Confidence
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Islam teaches abidance of decorum in friendship and association and constraint in
conduct while expressing emotions of affection and love. Trusting someone, loving or
hating must depend upon logic and observation of the special qualities necessary in a
true associate or friend. These instructions do not violate the other instructions of

.learning about people in general and openness in social relations

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Ka¨im (‘a) has said
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کَنَْیَب هَمَشْحِْلا  بِهِذُْت  لاَ 

.ءِایَحَْلا بُاهَذَ  اهََباهَذَ  َّنإِفَ  اهَْنِم  قِْبأَ  کَیخِأَ ; نَْیَبوَ 

Do not thrust out decorum

between your friend and you; rather, keep some of it, because absence of

(decorum leads to absence of diffidence. (1

About the exegesis of this holy verse: “And you commit evil deeds in your assemblies.
29:29”, Ibn `Abbas and Imam al-Riza (‘a) are reported to have said that these people,
who were the people of Sodom and whose Prophet was Lot, used to compete in

(farting in their assemblies without any decorum or diffidence. (2

:About trusting others blindly, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

َّلکُ کَیخِأَِب  قِْثتَ  لاَ 

.لَاقَُت نَْل  لِاسَرِْتسْلإا  هَعَرْصَ  َّنإِفَ  هِقَِّثلا ،

Do not put absolute trust

(in your friend, because the blow of absolute confidence is incurable. (3

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

امَ اًنوهُ  کَبَیِبحَ  بِْبحْأَ 

امَ اًنوهُ  کَضَیغَِب  ضْغِْبأَوَ  امَ ، اًموْیَ  کَضَیغَِب  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  یسَعَفَ 

.امَ اًموْیَ  کَبَیِبحَ  نوَکُیَ  نْأَ  یسَعَفَ 

Love your friend up to a

limit, for it is possible that he turns into your enemy someday, and hate

(your enemy up to a limit, for it is possible that he turns into your friend someday. (4
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Previously in this book, we have come upon the conditions
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and qualities required for choosing friends and associates. These conditions and
.qualities are actually regarded as criteria of confidence and reliance

Disapproval of Contention and Disputation

Another feature of the required control over emotion is to avoid being drifted by
feelings of avenging oneself on others in discourses and discussions, because this will
eventually turn into contention and disputations against which the Holy Legislator has

.warned

According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted Imam `Ali (‘a)
:as saying

مْکُاَّیإِ

یلَعَ بَوُلقُْلا  نِاضَرِمُْی  امَهَُّنإِفَ  هَمَوصُخُْلاوَ  ءَارَمِْلاوَ 

.قُافَِّنلا امَهِْیلَعَ  تُُبْنیَوَ  نِاوَخْلإِا 

Beware of engaging yourselves in contention and

disputation, because these two matters sicken your hearts towards your

(friends and act as fertile sources of hypocrisy. (1

Holding the Tongue and Saying Nothing but the Truth

Another feature of control over emotions that is highly recommended by the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) is to control the desire to speak by imposing precise supervision over it. Strict
warning has been issued on the unrestricted use of the tongue by the Holy Legislator
Who knows about the damages caused by a slip of the tongue, especially in the field

.of social relations

,Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported that Luqman the wise said to his son

p: 200
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تَمْعَزَ تَْنکُ  نْإِ  َّینَُب ، ایَ 

.بٍهَذَ نِْم  تَوکُُّسلا  َّنإِفَ  هٍَّضِف  نِْم  مَلاَکَْلا  َّنأَ 

O son, if you claim that

(speech is silver then silence must be gold. (1

.This pithy saying has become a proverb expressing the importance of keeping silent

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Riza (‘a) has said

هِْقفِْلا تِامَلاَعَ  نِْم 

بِاوَْبأَ نِْم  بٌاَب  تَمَّْصلا  َّنإِ  تُمَّْصلاوَ ; مُْلحِْلاوَ  مُْلعِْلا 

یلَعَ لٌیِلدَ  هَُّنإِ  .هََّبحَمَْلا  بُسِکُْی  تَمَّْصلا  َّنإِ  .هِمَکْحِْلا 

.رٍْیخَ ِّلکُ 

,Knowledge, forbearance

and keeping silent are signs of sagacity. Indeed, silence is one of the doors

to wisdom. Indeed, silence yields affection. Indeed, silence is the guide to

(every item of decency. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have narrated the following account

The Holy Prophet (S) said to someone who had visited him, “May I guide you to a
?” matter that will make you enter Paradise if you do it

.Yes, you may,” said the man“

Give others from that with which you are endued by Almighty Allah,” instructed the“
(. Holy Prophet (S

.What if I am needier than the one to whom I should give?” asked the man“
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(. You may then support the oppressed,” instructed the Holy Prophet (S“

.What if I am too weak to support them?” asked the man“
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(. You may then give proper advice to the clumsy,” instructed the Holy Prophet (S“

.What if I am clumsier than they are?” asked the man“

Then,” the Holy Prophet (S) instructed, “You must control your tongue except from“
saying good things. Does it not please you to have one of these qualities, one of which

(draws you towards Paradise?” (1

On the other hand, the Holy Imams (‘a) have highlighted the significance of speech
.when it becomes necessary to say something or when good results are expected

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مٌلاَکَ

.لٍطِاَب یلَعَ  تٍوکُسُ  نِْم  رٌْیخَ  ٍّقحَ  یِف 

To speak the truth is better than keeping silent in the

(face of the wrong. (2

:Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) is reported to have said

يرِْثُی نُسَحَْلا  لُوْقَْلا 

یَلإِ بُِّبحَُیوَ  لِجَلأَا ، یِف  ئُسِْنُیوَ  قَزِّْرلا ، یمِْنُیوَ  لَامَْلا ،

.هََّنجَْلا لُخِدُْیوَ  لِهْلأَا ،

Pleasing talk increases

wealth, promotes sustenance, postpones the death term, endears to family

(members, and leads to Paradise. (3

Demonstrating the accurate balance between speech and silence, the Holy Prophet
,(S) is reported to have said to Abu-Dharr
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ایَ

یِف نَیِّرافَْلا  یِف  لِِتاقَمُْلاکَ  نَیِلِفاغَْلا  یِف  رُکِاَّذلا  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ 

نَِم رٌْیخَ  حُِلاَّصلا  سُیِلجَْلا  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .اللهِا  لِیِبسَ 

ءُلاَْمإِوَ ءِوُّسلا ، سِیِلجَ  نِْم  رٌْیخَ  هُدَحْوَْلاوَ  هِدَحْوَْلا ،

ءِلاَْمإِ نِْم  رٌْیخَ  تُوکُُّسلاوَ  تِوکُُّسلا ، نَِم  رٌْیخَ  رِْیخَْلا 

نَِم کَُبسْحَوَ  مِلاَکَْلا ، لَوضُُف  كْرُْتأُ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .ِّرَّشلا 

ءِرْمَْلاِب یفَکَ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .کَتَجَاحَ  هِِب  غُُلْبتَ  امَ  مِلاَکَْلا 

نِْم امَ  هَُّنإِ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .عَمِسَ  امَ  ِّلکُِب  ثَِّدحَُی  نْأَ  اًبذِکَ 

َّنإِ ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .نِاسَِّللا  نَِم  نِجِّْسلا  لِوطُِب  ُّقحَأَ  ءٍیْشَ 

مْلَْعیَْلوَ ؤٌرُْما  اللهَا  قَِّتیَْلفَ  لٍِئاقَ ، ِّلکُ  نِاسَِل  دَْنعِ  اللهَا 

.لُوقُیَ امَ 

O Abu-Dharr, he who mentions Almighty Allah among the

unmindful is just like a warrior for the sake of Almighty Allah among

absconders. O Abu-Dharr, to sit with a righteous person is better than

.sitting alone, but to sit alone is better than sitting with a wicked person

Likewise, to speak wisely is better than keeping silent, but to keep silent

is better than saying evil things. O Abu-Dharr, forsake verbosity and use the

fewest words to express your view. O Abu-Dharr, the least thing due to which

,one is described as liar is to narrate whatever he hears. O Abu-Dharr

nothing needs to be detained for as long as possible, than the tongue. O

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 348 of 598

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Abu-Dharr, Almighty Allah is present at the tongue of every one who

(articulates; therefore, one must fear Almighty Allah and know what he says. (4
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,Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said to a man who had spoken too much

مَلاَکَْلا رُقِتَحْتَ  لُجَُّرلا ، اهَُّیأَ 

اهَثَعََب ثُْیحَ  هُلَسُرُ  ثْعَْبیَ  مَْل  اللهَا  َّنإِ  هُرُغِصْتَسْتَوَ !

امََّنإِوَ مِلاَکَْلاِب ، اهَثَعََب  نْکَِلوَ  بٌهَذَ ، لاَوَ  هٌَّضِف  اهَعَمَوَ 

هِْیلَعَ تِلاَلاَِّدلاوَ  مِلاَکَْلاِب  هِقِْلخَ  یَلإِ  هُسَْفَن  اللهُا  فََّرعَ 

.مِلاَعْلأَاوَ

O man, you are humiliating

and belittling speech. When He sent His messengers, Almighty Allah did not send

them to distribute gold and silver; rather, He sent them with speech. He has

,also introduced Himself to His creatures through words, indications of Him

(and signs. (1

p: 203
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Suppression of Rage and Steadfastness against Envy

In the same field of control over emotions, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have taught their
followers to suppress their feelings when they are enraged, or have the desire to
defend and avenge themselves upon those who maltreat them, especially when they
are right or wronged. In such situations, it becomes necessary to employ one’s
reason, good sense, and willpower to overcome such surging feelings and sweeping

.passion

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported through a valid chain of authority to have said

ظُْیغَْلا هُعَرْجُْلا  مَْعِن 

.ءِلاَبَْلا مِیظِعَ  نْمَِل  رِجْلأَا  مَیظِعَ  َّنإِفَ  اهَْیلَعَ ، رَبَصَ  نْمَِل 

.مْهُلاَتَْبا َّلاإِ  اًموْقَ  اللهُا  َّبحَأَ  امَوَ 

The best of gulps is anger

that is swallowed despite being unbearable, for the size of reward is always

proportionate to the size of misfortune. Almighty Allah has never loved a

(people but that He tries them with afflictions. (1

Through a valid chain of authority, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said
,that Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) used to say

ِّلذُِب یِل  َّنأَ  ُّبحِأُ  امَ 

نِْم َّیَلإِ  َّبحَأَ  هًعَرْجُ  تُعَّْرجَتَ  امَوَ  مِعَِّنلا ، رَمُحُ  یسِْفَن 

.اهَبَحِاصَ اهَِب  ئُِفاکَأُ  هٍعَرْجُ لاَ 

I do not prefer having the

best kind of camels as recompense for exposing myself to humiliation. I have
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(never swallowed anything dearer to me than a gulp which I do not requite. (2

Counting the qualities that should be enjoyed by His
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(, righteous servants, Almighty Allah says (in the Holy Qur'an

نَیِنسِحْمُْلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّللاوَ  سِاَّنلا  نِعَ  نَیِفاعَْلاوَ  ظَْیغَْلا  نَیمِظِاکَْلاوَ 

Those who restrain…

their anger and pardon men. Allah loves the doers of good to others. 3:134

In his instructive direction to Imam `Ali (‘a), the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have
:said

ایَ

امَ رٍْیخَِب  لُازَتَ  لاَفَ  اهَظْفَحْافَ ، هٍَّیصِوَِب  کَیصِوأُ  ُّیِلعَ ،

یلَعَ رُدِْقیَ  وَهُوَ  اًظْیغَ  مَظَکَ  نْمَ  ُّیِلعَ ، ایَ  .یِتَّیصِوَ  تَظْفِحَ 

.هُمَْعطَ دُجِیَ  اًنامَ  _ يإِوَ اًنْمأَ  هُبَقَعْأَ  هِِئاضَْمإِ 

O `Ali, I will convey to

you a commandment that you should retain. You will keep yourself in goodness

as long as you follow my commandment. O `Ali, for those who suppress their

anger while they are able to punish, Almighty Allah will endow them with

(security and satisfying faith on the Day of Resurrection. (1

Falling under the same topic, the Holy Imams (‘a) have advised their followers to act
patiently towards the envious, who irritate people and stimulate various emotions and
feelings through their weird behavior. This sort of tribulation has been one of the

.harshest social ordeals the faithful believers have to bear patiently

:Through a valid chain of authority, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

ءِادَعْأَ یلَعَ  رِْبصْإِ 
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نِْم لَضَْفأَِب  کَیِف  اللهَا  یصَعَ  نْمَ  ئَِفاکَُت  نَْل  کََّنإِفَ  مِعَِّنلا ،

.هِیِف اللهَا  عَیطُِت  نْأَ 

Act steadfastly against those

envious of blessings. You cannot award those who have disobeyed Almighty

Allah in your capacity with any reward better than obeying Him in the way you

(treat them. (2

p: 205

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:524, H. 11 [- 3 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:526, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
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Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported through a valid chain of authority to have quoted
:the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

قَاثیَِم ذَخَأَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

لُوقُیَ نٌِمؤُْم  هِْیلَعَ  اهَُّدشَأَ  عٍَبرْأَ ، ایَلاََب  یلَعَ  نِِمؤْمُْلا 

نٌاطَْیشَ وْأَ  هُرََثأَ ، وفُْقیَ  قٌِفانَُم  وْأَ  هُدُسِحْیَ ، هِِلوْقَِب 

دَْعَب نِِمؤْمُْلا  ءُاقََب  امَفَ  هُدَاهَجِ ، يرَیَ  رٌِفاکَ  وْأَ  هِیوِْغیَ ،

؟ اذَهَ

Almighty Allah has already

taken a promise from the faithful believers that they should patiently bear

four tribulations; the first and harshest of which is the tribulation of a

believer who follows his same faith but envies him, a hypocrite who traces his

footsteps, a devil that seduces him, or an infidel who believes that he must

(fight him. After all this, how can we find many faithful believers? (1

p: 206

Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:526, H. 2. The last statement of the tradition [- 3 - ] 1
means, “Because of all these tribulations, the true faithful believers are hardly any.”

[[Translator
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Justice and Fair play

Point

As has been previously clarified, justice and fair play is founded on the conception that
justice is obligatory and injustice is forbidden. The most evident application of justice
in social relations is fair play, which means that one must treat all people with justice

.and fairness even if it be against one’s own interest

Injustice Forbidden

Point

Injustice is forbidden not only in personal practice; rather, man is required to refuse
:all elements of injustice. This situation can be embodied in the following issues

Restoration of Violations

One who has wronged another, by seizing his property or violating one of his rights,
and he then feels sorry and stops doing wrong is required to restore the rights that he

.has violated. This act is called restoration of violations

:In this respect, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

: هٌَثلاََث مُْلُّظلا 

هُعُدَیَ مٌْلظُوَ لاَ  اللهُا ، هُرُفِْغیَ  مٌْلظُوَ لاَ  اللهُا ، هُرُفِْغیَ  مٌْلظُ 

اَّمأَوَ .كُرِّْشلافَ  هُرُفِْغیَ  يذَِّلا لاَ  مُْلُّظلا  اَّمأَفَ  .اللهُا 

هُنَْیَب امَ  یِف  هُسَْفَن  لِجَُّرلا  مُْلظُفَ  هُرُفِْغیَ  يذَِّلا  مُْلُّظلا 

هُنَیَادَمُْلافَ هُعُدَیَ  يذَِّلا لاَ  مُْلُّظلا  اَّمأَوَ  .اللهِا  نَْیَبوَ 

.دِابَعِْلا نَْیَب 
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Wronging is of three

,categories; a category Allah will not forgive, another Allah will forgive

and a third Allah will not overlook. The category that Allah will not forgive

is to worship other deities beside Almighty Allah. The category that Allah

will forgive is the wronging that one commits against himself secretly. The

third category that Allah will not overlook is His servants wronging each

(other. (1

p: 207

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:342, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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Wahab ibn `Abd-Rabbih and `Ubaydullah al-Tawil have reported that an old man

from the tribe of Nakha` said to Imam al-Baqir (‘a), “I have been a governor since the
?” time of al-Hajjaj up to now. Will my repentance be accepted now

The Imam (‘a) did not answer. The man repeated the same question, but this time the
,Imam (‘a) answered

ِّلکُ یَلإِ  يِّدؤَُت  یَّتحَ  لاَ ،

.هَُّقحَ ٍّقحَ  يذِ 

No. It will not be

(accepted until you restore all the rights that you have violated. (1

:Abu-Basir has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

هِیخِأَ لِامَ  نِْم  لَکَأَ  نْمَ 

مَوْیَ رِاَّنلا  نَِم  هًوَذْجَ  لَکَأَ  هِْیَلإِ ، هَُّدرُیَ  مَْلوَ  اًمْلظُ 

.هِمَایَقِْلا

Whoever devours any amount

,of his brother-in-faith’s property unlawfully, intending not to restore it

(will consume a firebrand on the Day of Resurrection. (2

One who has committed a moral wrongdoing against anyone—such as backbiting,
disgracing, defaming, or any kind of moral violation and aggression—is religiously
required to seek forgiveness from these people after repenting before Almighty Allah,
imploring His forgiveness, doing charitable acts on their behalf, rehabilitating them,

.and doing acts that can be considered a restoration of their rights

Guiding towards the True Path after Misleading
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Almost certainly, the worst example of moral wrongdoing is to lead someone astray
and to lead him from the path of

p: 208

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:342, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:342, H. 4 [- 3 - ] 2
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truth towards the wrong path. One who has committed such a grave wrongdoing and
then repents must exert all efforts to restore the one whom he has misled to the path

.of the truth and guide him in the right direction

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have related the following narration

Once, a man sought worldly prosperity through legal means, but he could not gain
anything. He then tried to seek it through illegal means, but he still failed. Satan then
inspired him, thus, “May I lead you to a matter that will bring you worldly prosperity in
abundance and make huge numbers of people follow you?” “Yes,” answered the man,
“You may.” Satan said: “You may contrive a tenet and call people to follow it.” The man

did and many people responded to and obeyed him. After he had gained abundant
worldly prosperity, he began to feel sorry for what he had done. He therefore said to
himself, “What a terrible thing I have done! I have invented a false tenet and called
people to follow it. I do not believe that my repentance will be accepted unless I make

every single person who has followed my fake tenet renegade it.” He therefore began
to come to his followers who had responded to his call and tell them that his tenet was
baseless and that he himself had invented it. However, every one of them belied him
and insisted on following that fake tenet, saying, “You have only started suspecting
your own belief and abandoned it.” As a result, he tied himself to a chain to the neck
and vowed not to release it until Allah would accept his repentance. Then, Almighty

Allah revealed to one of His prophets, saying, “Tell this man that I swear by My Honor
that I shall never respond to him even if all his organs will be torn apart unless he
restores those who died following his fake tenet to life and makes them abandon their

(belief.” (1

p: 209

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:343, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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Helping the Oppressors

Just as it is forbidden to practice any wrongdoing, so also it is forbidden to help any
wrongdoer oppress others. Such people are helpers of oppressors. `Abdullah ibn

:Sinan has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

یلَعَ اًمِلاظَ  نَاعَأَ  نْمَ 

نِْم عَزَْنیَ  یَّتحَ  اًطخِاسَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  لِزَیَ  مَْل  مٍوُلظْمَ 

.هِِتَنوعُمَ

Whoever helps a wrongdoer

oppress another, Almighty Allah will be wrathful towards him until he

(retreats his help from that oppressor. (1

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

لِاجَِّرلا نَِم  مِِلاَّظلِل 

هَُنودُ نْمَوَ  هِیَصِْعمَْلاِب ، هُقَوْفَ  نْمَ  مُِلظْیَ  تٍامَلاَعَ : ثُلاََث 

.هَمَلََّظلا مَوْقَْلا  رُهِاظَُیوَ  هِبَلَغَْلاِب ،

The oppressor among people

has three signs: he oppresses his superior by disobeying him, oppresses his

(junior by posing authority over him, and supports other oppressors. (2

,Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) is reported to have said within a long discourse

نَیصِاعَْلا هَبَحْصُوَ  مْکُاَّیإِ 

.نَیمِِلاَّظلا هََنوعُمَوَ 

Beware of making friends with the disobedient and helping the
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(oppressors. (3

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has reported on the authority of his fathers that the Holy Prophet
:(S) said

نَْیأَ دٍانَُم : يدَاَن  هِمَایَقِْلا  مُوْیَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

وْأَ اًسیکِ ، طََبرَ  وْأَ  هًاوَدَ ، مْهَُل  قَلاَ  نْمَوَ  هِمَلََّظلا ، نُاوَعْأَ 

.مْهُعَمَ مْهُورُشُحْافَ  مٍلَقَ ؟ هََّدُم  مْهَُل  َّدمَ 

,On the Day of Resurrection, a caller shall call out

,Where are the helpers of oppressors, including those who filled an inkpot“

tied a bag, or sharpened a pen for them? Bring them together with the

(oppressors.” (4

p: 210

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:345, H. 5 [- 2 - ] 1
.Nahj al-Balaghah, Saying No. 350 [- 3 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 12:128, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 3
Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:130, H. 11. In the same chapter, you can [- 2 - ] 4
find many traditions appertained to the same topic. However, some of these

.traditions have been previously mentioned in this book
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Approval of and Remaining Silent over Wrongdoing

In addition to the forbiddance of practicing wrongdoing, it is forbidden to swallow,
.accept, or remain quiet over a wrongdoing

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مِْلُّظلاِب لُِماعَْلا 

.مْهُُتَثلاََث ءُاکَرَشُ  هِِب  یضِاَّرلاوَ  هَُل  نُیعِمُْلاوَ 

He who practices

wrongdoing personally, he who helps him, and he who is pleased with his

(deed—these three are partners in that deed. (1

هِمِْلظُِب اًمِلاظَ  رَذَعَ  نْمَ 

، هَُل بْجَتَسُْی  مَْل  اعَدَ  نْإِفَ  هُمُِلظْیَ ، نْمَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  طََّلسَ 

.هِِتمَلاَظُ یلَعَ  اللهُا  هُرْجِأْیَ  مَْلوِ 

As for anyone who excuses a wrongdoer for his wrong deed, Almighty

Allah shall set up over him one who wrongs him. Then, if he prays, his

prayers will not be responded and he will not be compensated for the wrong

(that has befallen him. (2

نْمَ

.اللهُا یصَْعُی  نْأَ  َّبحَأَ  دْقَفَ  نَیمِِلاَّظلا  ءَاقََب  َّبحَأَ 

He who wishes survival for an oppressor has in fact

(wished for Almighty Allah to be disobeyed. (3
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p: 211

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:345, H. 1 [- 3 - ] 1
(. Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:345, H. 2 (Ed. Dar Ihya' al-Turath [- 2 - ] 2

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:345, H. 5 [- 3 - ] 3
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Applications of Fair play

Point

In the field of fair play, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) guided their followers to a set of
applications, besides loving for one’s brothers-in-faith whatever one loves for

.oneself

Requital of Favors

One of the practical applications of fair play is to recompense a service received from
someone with the same service or even better. To this trait, the Holy Qur'an has

:referred, saying

نُاسَحْإِْلا اَّلإِ  نِاسَحْإِْلا  ءُازَجَ  لْهَ 

Is the reward of goodness

(aught but goodness? (55:60

Similar to this is to respond to one’s greeting with a similar greeting or even better.
,The Holy Qur'an thus says

اهَوُّدرُ وْأَ  اهَْنِم  نَسَحْأَِب  اوُّیحَفَ  هٍَّیحِتَِب  مُْتیِّیحُ  اذَإِوَ 

When you are greeted with

(a greeting, greet with a better greeting than it or return it. (4:86

Repaying for an act of kindness has been confirmed in many traditions. Imam al-
:Sadiq (‘a) is thus reported to have said

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رُیِمأَ  نَاکَ 

هِْیَلإِ عَِنصُ  امَ  لِْثمِِب  عَنَصَ  نْمَ  لُوقُیَ : مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 
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نَاکَ رَکَشَ  نْمَوَ  اًروکُشَ ، نَاکَ  هُفَعَضْأَ  نْمَوَ  هُأَفَاکَ ، امََّنإِفَ 

مَْل هِسِْفَن  یَلإِ  عَنَصَ  امََّنإِ  عَنَصَ  امَ  َّنأَ  مَِلعَ  نْمَوَ  اًم ، _ يرِکَ

، مْهِِتَّدوَمَ یِف  مْهُدْزِتَسْیَ  مَْلوَ  مْهِرِکْشُ  یِف  سَاَّنلا  ئِطِْبتَسْیَ 

تَْیقَوَوَ کَسِْفَن  یَلإِ  تَْیتَأَ  امَ  رَکْشُ  كَرِْیغَ  نِْم  سْمِتَْلتَ  لاَوَ 

مْرِکُْی مَْل  هَجَاحَْلا  کَْیَلإِ  بَِلاَّطلا  َّنأَ  مْلَعْاوَ  کَضَرْعِ ، هِِب 

.هِِّدرَ نْعَ  کَهَجْوَ  مْرِکْأَفَ  کَهِجْوَ  نْعَ  هُهَجْوَ 

The Commander of the

Faithful (i.e. Imam `Ali) used to say, “He who repays a person with the same

kindness that was done to him has in fact rewarded that person. He who repays

with a double kindness is considered grateful. He who thanks for a kindness

that has been done to him is considered noble. If he realizes that the kindness

he has done to someone is in fact for himself in the first place, he will

neither find people (1) slow in thanking

him nor will he expect them to show him more love. Hence, you must not expect

others to thank you for that which you have done for yourself and that by

which you have saved your personality. Be it known to you that one who has

;asked you for something he needed did not save his face against yours

(therefore, you should save your face against rejecting him. (2

p: 212

.i.e. those to whom he had done that kindness [- 1 - ] 1
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:Ali ibn Salim has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying`

اللهِا بِاتَکِ  یِف  هٌیَآ 

.هٌلََّجسَُم

There is an unconditional

.verse in the Book of Allah

.Which verse is it?” asked `Ali“

,The Imam (‘a) answered

نِِمؤْمُْلا یِف  تْرَجَ  نُاسَحْإِْلا ﴾ اَّلإِ  نِاسَحْإِْلا  ءُازَجَ  لْهَ  ﴿

فٌورُْعمَ هِْیَلإِ  عَِنصُ  نْمَ  رِجِافَْلاوَ ; ِّربَْلاوَ  رِِفاکَْلاوَ ،

امَکَ عَنَصْیَ  نْأَ  هَأَفَاکَمُْلا  تِسَْیَلوَ  هِِب ، ئَِفاکَُی  نْأَ  هِْیلَعَفَ 

لَضَفَْلا هَُل  َّنأَ  كَاذَِل  هِِلْعِف  عَمَ  يرَیَ  لَْب  هِِب ، عَِنصُ 

.أَدَتَْبمُْلا

It is this verse: “Is the

reward of goodness aught but goodness? (55:60)” This verse is applicable to

the believers, the unbelievers, the pious, and the sinful. Whoever is done a

favor must recompense for it. To recompense does not mean to do the same

favor that was done to him; rather, he must realize that the one who has done

(him a favor has also had the priority of initiation. (1

p: 213
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

لِیِبسَ یعِطِاقَ  اللهُا  نَعََل 

، هُرُفُکْیَفَ فُورُْعمَْلا  هِْیَلإِ  عُنَصُْی  لُجَُّرلا  فِورُْعمَْلا …

.هِرِْیغَ یَلإِ  کَِلذَ  عَنَصْیَ  نْأَ  نِْم  هُُبحِاصَ  عُِنتَمْیَفَ 

May Allah curse those who obstruct

the path of favors… This happens when the one receiving a favor does not show

gratitude. As a result, the one who has done the favor will stop doing any

(further favors to anyone else. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

اًفورُْعمَ هِْیَلإِ  یَِتأُ  نْمَ 

لْعَْفیَ مَْل  نْإِفَ  هِْیلَعَ ، نِْثُیْلفَ  زَجَعَ  نْإِفَ  هِِب ، ئِْفاکَُیْلفَ 

.هَمَْعِّنلا رَفَکَ  دْقَفَ 

Whoever receives a favor

must repay it. If he is too weak to repay, he must then thank for it. If he

(does not do so then he has been ungrateful. (2

Observance of Duties towards Brethren-in-Faith

Another practical example of fair play is to acknowledge the duties towards brothers-
in-faith in the same way as they have done, because duties of the faithful believers
towards one another must be reciprocal. This fact has been confirmed in the
traditions that have pointed out these duties, such as the following one that is

(, reported from Imam al-Sadiq (‘a
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لُجَُّرلا یِیحْتَسْیَ  امَأَ 

؟ هِرِاجَ َّقحَ  فَرِْعیَ  لاَوَ  هَُّقحَ  هُرُاجَ  فَرِْعیَ  نْأَ  مْکُْنِم 

Is it not shameful that

your neighbors acknowledge their duties towards you but you do not

(acknowledge your duties towards them? (3

p: 214
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Correcting one’s Personal Flaws Rather than Criticizing Others

In this connection, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S)
:as saying

ثُلاََث

شِرْعَ ِّلظِ  یِف  نَاکَ  َّنهُْنِم  هٌدَحِاوَ  وْأَ  هِیِف  َّنکُ  نْمَ  لٍاصَخِ 

هِسِْفَن نِْم  سَاَّنلا  یطَعْأَ  لٌجُرَ  هُُّلظِ : َّلاإِ  َّلظِ  مَوْیَ لاَ  اللهِا 

رِّْخؤَُی مَْلوَ  لاًجْرِ  مِّْدقَُی  مَْل  لٌجُرَوَ  مْهُُلِئاسَ ، وَهُ  امَ 

هُاخَأَ بْعُِی  مَْل  لٌجُرَوَ  یًضرِ ، کَِلذَ اللهِ  َّنأَ  مَلَْعیَ  یَّتحَ  لاًجْرِ 

، هِسِْفَن نْعَ  بَْیعَْلا  کَِلذَ  یَفِْنیَ  یَّتحَ  بٍْیعَِب  مَِلسْمُْلا 

یفَکَوَ بٌْیعَ ، هَُل  ادََب  َّلاإِ  اًبْیعَ  اهَْنِم  یفِْنیَ  هَُّنإِفَ لاَ 

.سِاَّنلا نِعَ  هِسِْفنَِب  لاًْغشُ  ءِرْمَْلاِب 

Whoever possesses all, or

at least one of the following traits, shall be under the shade of Almighty

Allah’s Throne on the day when there shall be no other shade but His. (1) He

gives people what he wants from them, (2) he does not move a step forward or

backward unless he has been sure that this step will please Allah, and (3) he

does not blame his Muslim brother for any flaw until he removes the same flaw

from himself. Thus, whenever he tries to release himself of a flaw, he will

find in himself another flaw that requires correction. Indeed, to be engaged

(in amending one’s personal flaws saves one from seeking out the flaws of others. (1
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:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is also reported to have said

نْأَ اًبْیعَ  ءِرْمَْلاِب  یفَکَ 

، هِسِْفَن رِْمأَ  نِْم  هِْیلَعَ  یمَْعیَ  امَ  سِاَّنلا  بِوُیعُ  نِْم  فََّرعَتَیَ 

لَُّوحََّتلا عُیطِتَسْیَ  هِیِف لاَ  وَهُ  اًرْمأَ  سِاَّنلا  یلَعَ  بَیعِیَ  وْأَ 

.هِیِنْعیَ امَِب لاَ  هُسَیِلجَ  يَذِؤُْی  وْأَ  هِرِْیغَ ، یَلإِ  هُْنعَ 

It is disgraceful enough

to point out those flaws in people which are present in you, to discredit

people for things that you yourself cannot get rid of, or to annoy the one

(who sits with you with things that do not concern you. (2

p: 215
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Speaking Well of People

Another practical example of fair play is to speak of people the very words that you
would like them to say about you, to think well of them, to take their words and deeds

.with the most favorable probability, and to praise and commend them

Interpreting this holy verse: “Speak fairly to the people, (2:83)” Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is
:reported to have said

لَاقَُی نْأَ  نَوُّبحُِت  امَ  نَسَحْأَ  سِاَّنلِل  اوُلوُق  ﴾ � � �﴿

.مْکُیِف

This means that you must

say about people the best words that you would like to hear from them about

(yourselves. (1

.The abovementioned points have been a few examples of fair play

Applications of Wrongdoing and Oppression

Point

The Holy Legislator has defined many practical examples of wrongdoing and
oppression against people, based on man’s all-inclusive concept of justice and
injustice. These examples have been mentioned in the traditions reported from the

Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). In this regard, the Holy

p: 216
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Legislator has endued Muslims with sanctity and inviolability, the observance of which
requires a special treatment in the totality of social relations. A practical application of
this sanctity and inviolability requires forsaking and rejecting misbehavior and many

:misdeeds. The most important will be cited hereinafter

Killing and Hurting Muslims

The chief forbidden acts in the field of wrongdoing and oppression are to murder,
hurt, and terrorize Muslims even by a single word or an intentional look that reveals
plotting evil against them. The same is applicable to any act that helps in committing

.such wrongdoings. Let us now present a set of traditions indicating this tenor

:Hisham ibn Salim has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

: َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَاقَ 

نْمَأْیَْلوَ نَِمؤْمُْلا ، يَدِْبعَ  يذَآ  نْمَ  یِّنِم  بٍرْحَِب  نْذَأْیَِل 

.نَِمؤْمُْلا يَدِْبعَ  مَرَکْأَ  نْمَ  یِبضَغَ 

Allah, the Almighty and Majestic, says, “He that

hurts My faithful servant must be apprised of war from Me, and he that honors

(My faithful servant must be secured against My wrath.” (1

Hammad ibn `Uthman has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), directly or indirectly, to have
:said

لٌجُرَ هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  ءُیجِیَ 

، بِاسَحِْلا یِف  سُاَّنلاوَ  هِِمدَِب ، هُخَِّطلَُی  یَّتحَ  لٍجُرَ  یَلإِ 

َّیلَعَ تَْنعَأَ  لُوقُیَفَ : کََلوَ ؟ یِل  امَ  اللهِا ، دَْبعَ  ایَ  لُوقُیَفَ :

.تُْلِتقُفَ اذَکَوَ  اذَکَ  مَوْیَ 
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On the

,Day of Resurrection, while people are stopped for the settlement of accounts

a man will approach another and stain him with his blood. The latter will

ask, “O servant of Allah, what is there between you and me?” The earlier will

say, “On such-and-such day, you helped others against me and I was killed

(because of that.” (2

p: 217
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:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) has said

مَوْیَ رُشَحُْی  دَْبعَْلا  َّنإِ 

هِمَجَحْمَْلا هُْبشِ  هِْیَلإِ  عُفَدُْیفَ  اًمدَ ، یمَدْأَ  امَوَ  هِمَایَقِْلا 

.نٍلاَُف مِدَ  نِْم  کَمُهْسَ  اذَهَ  هَُل : لُاقَُیفَ  کَِلذَ ، قَوْفَ  وْأَ 

تُکْفَسَ امَوَ  یِنتَضْبَقَ  کََّنأَ  مُلَْعتَ  کََّنإِ  ِّبرَ ، ایَ  لُوقُیَفَ :

اذَکَوَ اذَکَ  نٍلاَُف  نِْب  نِلاَُف  نِْم  تَْعمِسَ  امَوَ  یلََب ، لَاقَ : .اًمدَ 

هُلَتَقَفَ نٍلاَُف  یَلإِ  تْرَاصَ  یَّتحَ  تْلَقُِنفَ  هُْنعَ  اهَتَْیوَرَفَ 

.هِِمدَ نِْم  کَمُهْسَ  اذَهَفَ  .اهَْیلَعَ 

On the

,Day of Resurrection, a man who has never shed any blood when resurrected

will be given a glass full of blood, and told, “This is your share from the

blood of so-and-so!” The man will object, “O Lord, You know for sure that You

grasped my soul before I ever shed any blood.” He will be told, “No, you

have. You heard some words from so-and-so and related them until they reached

so-and-so who, because of it, killed that man. Therefore, this is your share

(in his blood that was shed.” (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نْمَ

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  هُفَاخَأَ  اهَِب  هُفَیخُِیِل  هرَظَْن  نٍِمؤُْم  یَلإِ  رَظََن 

.هُُّلظِ َّلاإِ  َّلظِ  مَوْیَ لاَ 
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Whoever stares at a

faithful believer in order to frighten him, Almighty Allah will frighten him

(on the day when there will be no shade save His. (2

p: 218
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Insulting a Muslim

.To insult or disappoint a faithful believer is another sort of wrongdoing

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

ِّیِبَّنلاِب يَرِسْأُ  اَّمَل 

نِِمؤْمُْلا لُاحَ  امَ  ِّبرَ ، ایَ  لَاقَ : هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

یِنزَرَاَب دْقَفَ  اًّیِلوَ  یِل  نَاهَأَ  نْمَ  دَُّمحَُم ، ایَ  لَاقَ : كَدَْنعِ ؟

.یِئایَِلوْأَ هِرَصُْن  یَلإِ  ءٍیْشَ  عُرَسْأَ  اَنأَوَ  هَِبرَاحَمُْلاِب ،

(When the Holy Prophet (S

was ascending the heavens, he asked Almighty Allah, “O Lord, what is the

prestige of the faithful believers in Your view?” The Lord replied, “O

Muhammad, whoever insults any of My friends has indeed fought against Me. I

(am the swiftest in supporting My friends.” (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هُاخَأَ لُذُخْیَ  نٍِمؤُْم  نِْم  امَ 

ایَْنُّدلا یِف  اللهُا  هَُلذَخَ  َّلاإِ  هِِترَصُْن  یلَعَ  رُدِْقیَ  وَهُوَ 

.هِرَخِلآاوَ

Any believer who puts down

his brother-in-faith while he has the ability to support him shall most

(certainly be disappointed by Almighty Allah in this world and the Next World. (2

Degradation of Faithful Believers
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.To humiliate, despise, or belittle a faithful believer is another form of wrongdoing

In this respect, al-Mu`alla ibn Khunays has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)
:saying

p: 219
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اللهُا لَاقَ 

، نَِمؤْمُْلا يَدِْبعَ  يذَآ  نْمَ  یِّنِم  بٍرْحَِب  نْذَأْیَِل  َّلجَوَ : َّزعَ 

.نَِمؤْمُْلا يَدِْبعَ  مَرَکْأَ  نْمَ  یِبضَغَ  نْمَأْیَْلوَ 

Allah, the Almighty and

Majestic, says, “He that hurts My faithful servant must be apprised of war

from Me, and he that honors My faithful servant must be secured against My

(wrath.” (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

یِب یِّبرَ  يرَسْأَ  دْقََل 

نْأَ یِنهَفَاشَوَ  یحَوْأَ ، امَ  بِاجَحِْلا  ءِارَوَ  نِْم  َّیَلإِ  یحَوْأَفَ 

یِل دَصَرْأَ  دْقَفَ  اًّیِلوَ  یِل  َّلذَأَ  نْمَ  دَُّمحَُم ، ایَ  یِل : لَاقَ 

نْمَوَ ِّبرَ ، ایَ  تُْلُق : .هُُتْبرَاحَ  یِنَبرَاحَ  نْمَوَ  هَِبرَاحَمُْلاِب ،

: لَاقَفَ .هُتَْبرَاحَ  کََبرَاحَ  نْمَ  َّنأَ  تُمِْلعَ  دْقَفَ  اذَهَ ؟ کَُّیِلوَ 

امَکُِتَّیِّرذُِلوَ کَِّیصِوَِلوَ  کََل  هُقَاثَیِم  تُذْخَأَ  نْمَ  كَاذَ 

.هِیَلاَوِْلاِب

Indeed, my Lord made me

ascend to the heavens and then revealed to me from behind the Screens what he

meant to reveal. He spoke to me saying, “O Muhammad, whoever humiliates any

,of My friends has actually waged war against me, and whoever makes war on Me

I will make war on him.” I asked, “O Lord, who is Your friend? I now know for
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,sure that You will wage war against him who wages war against You” The Lord said

My friend is he from whom I had taken covenant to be loyal to you, your“

(successor, and your descendants.” (2

Abu-Harun has reported that he was present when Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to a group
,of people who were visiting him

؟ انَِب نَوُّفخِتَسْتَ  مْکَُل  امَ 

?Why are you belittling us

A man from Khurasan stood up and said, “God forbid it! How can we belittle you or
?” belittle any of your affairs
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:The Imam (‘a) addressed him saying

نِمَ دُحَأَ  کََّنإِ  یلََب ،

.یِب َّفخَتَسْإ 

Yes, it was. You were one

!of those who belittled me

?” The man said, “God forbid it! How can I ever belittle you

:The Imam (‘a) reminded

Woe to you! Did you not hear so-and-so ask you, while we were near al-Juhfah, to“
carry him behind you on your riding animal for just a short distance, because he was
too tired to continue walking? Nevertheless, you did not even turn your head towards

.” him. Thus, you belittled him

نِمَوَ

َّزعَ اللهِا  هَمَرْحُ  عََّیضَوَ  َّفخَتَسْإ  انَِبفَ  نٍِمؤْمُِب  َّفخَتَسْإ 

.َّلجَوَ

Whoever belittles a faithful believer has actually

(belittled us and violated the sanctity of Almighty Allah. (1

Imputing Dishonor to a Faithful Believer

Another example of wrongdoing is to blame and impute dishonor to a faithful believer
because of his having committed a sin or an evil act. However, to forbid someone

from or to advise him not to do evil with the intention of deterring him from
.committing a sin is quite different from blaming or imputing dishonor to him

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said
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بٍْنذَِب اًنِمؤُْم  رََّیعَ  نْمَ 

.هُبَکَرْیَ یَّتحَ  تْمُیَ  مَْل 

Whoever imputes dishonor

to a faithful believer because of committing a sin will not die before he

(commits the same sin. (2
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نْمَ

.هِرَخِلآاوَ ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  اللهُا  هُبََّنأَ  هُُبِّنؤَُی  امَِب  هُاخَأَ  یَقَِل 

Whoever addresses his

brother-in-faith with reprehensive words, Almighty Allah will reprehend him

(in this world and the Next World. (1

Finding Fault with Faithful Believers

To run after the faults of the faithful believers in order to injure them and take
advantage of these faults to expose their sanctities and ruin their personalities—is

another example of wrongdoing and oppression, both of which are forbidden in Islam.
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

دُْبعَْلا نُوکُیَ  امَ  دُعَْبأَ 

ظُفَحْیَ وَهُوَ  لَجَُّرلا  یخِاؤَُی  لُجَُّرلا  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  اللهِا  نَِم 

.امَ اًموْیَ  اهَِب  هُرَِّیعَُیفَ  هِِتَّلازَ 

The

situation in which a servant is remotest from Almighty Allah is when one

befriends another in order to count his faults so that he can someday impute

(dishonor to him because of them. (2

Ishaq ibn `Ammar has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoting the Holy
:Prophet (S) as saying

ایَ

، هِِبْلقَ یَلإِ  نَامَ  _ يلإا صِِلخُْی  مَْلوَ  هِِناسَِلِب  مَلَسْأَ  نْمَ  رَشَْعمَ 
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نْمَ هَُّنإِفَ  مْهِِتارَوْعَ ، اوعُِبَّتتَ  لاَوَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا  اوُّمذُتَ  لاَ 

اللهُا عََّبتَتَ  نْمَوَ  هُتَرَوْعَ ، اللهُا  عََّبتَتَ  مْهِِتارَوْعَ  عََّبتَتَ 

.هِِتْیَب یِف  وَْلوَ  هُحْضَْفیَ  هُتَرَوْعَ 

O assembly of those who

have declared Islam with their tongues, but have not yet felt the sincerity

of faith in their hearts! Do not censure the Muslims and do not run after

their defects. Verily, whoever runs after their defects, Almighty Allah will

run after his defect. And when Almighty Allah runs after the defects of

someone, He shall certainly expose him even if he confines himself to his

(house. (3
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Revile and Speak Ill of Faithful Believers

.To revile, curse, and speak ill of a faithful believer are examples of wrongdoings

According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Ka¨im (‘a) said about two persons,
,who reviled one another

، مُلَظْأَ امَهُْنِم  ئُدِابَْلا 

یَلإِ رْذِتَْعیَ  مَْل  امَ  هِْیلَعَ  هِِبحِاصَ  رُزْوِوَ  هُرُزْوِوَ 

.مِوُلظْمَْلا

The one who began this

abusive act is more responsible than the other; he is therefore answerable

for his abuse and the abuse of the other person unless he apologizes to the

(wronged party. (1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

A man from the tribe of Tamim came to the Holy Prophet (S) and asked for an advice.
:The Holy Prophet (S) said

سَاَّنلا اوُّبسُتَ  لاَ 

.مْهَُل هَوَادَعَْلا  اوُبسِکْتَفَ 

Do not revile“

(people; lest you incur their animosity.” (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

قَلَخَ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

وْأَ هِْیلَعَ  نَعَطَ  نْمَفَ  هِِترَدُْقوَ ، هِِللاَجَ  هِمَظَعَ  نِْم  نَِمؤْمُْلا 
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.اللهِا یلَعَ  َّدرَ  دْقَفَ  هَُلوْقَ  هِْیلَعَ  َّدرَ 

Verily, Almighty Allah has

created the faithful believers from the greatness of His Majesty and

Omnipotence. Therefore, he who speaks ill of a believer or answers him

(abusively will have answered Almighty Allah abusively. (3

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said
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َّنإِ

نَْیَبوَ هُنَْیَب  تْدََّدرَتَ  اهَِبحِاصَ  نِْم  تْجَرَخَ  اذَإِ  هَنَْعَّللا 

یَلإِ تْعَجَرَ  َّلاإِوَ  اًغاسَُم  تْدَجَوَ  نْإِفَ  نُعَْلیَ ، يذَِّلا 

اًنِمؤُْم اوُنعَْلتَ  نْأَ  اورُذَحْافَ  اهَِب ، َّقحَأَ  نَاکَوَ  اهَِبحِاصَ ،

.مْکُِب ُّلحِیَفَ 

When a curse comes out from the mouth, it hesitates

between its addressor and the addressee. If it does not find a justifiable

reason to go towards the addressee, it returns to its addressor, who then becomes

worthier of it. Thus, beware of cursing a faithful believer lest you will be

(afflicted with that curse. (1

Backbiting a Faithful Believer

To speak ill of a faithful believer behind his back thus exposing his hidden defects is
another form of wrongdoing. Expressed as backbiting, this deed has been openly

:forbidden in the Holy Qur'an that describes it as eating the flesh of the dead

هُومُُتهْرِکَفَ اتًْیمَ  هِیخِأَ  مَحَْل  لَکُأْیَ  نْأَ  مْکُدُحَأَ  ُّبحُِیأَ  اضًْعَب  مْکُضُْعَب  بْتَْغیَ  اَلوَ  اوسَُّسجَتَ  اَلوَ 

nor let some of you backbite others. Does one of you like to…

(eat the flesh of his dead brother? But you abhor it. (49:12

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

یِف لَا  نْمَ قَ_

نَیذِ _ َّلا نَِم  وَهُفَ  هُاَنذُأُ  هُْتعَمِسَوَ  هُانَْیعَ  هُْتأَرَ  امَ  نٍِمؤُْم 
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{ مٌیِلأَ بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُل  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  یِف  هُشَحِافَْلا  عَیشِتَ  نْأَ  نَوُّبحُِی  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  : } َّلجَوَ َّز  اللهُا عَ_ لَا  قَ_

Whoever informs about a

faithful brother what his eyes have seen and ears heard, is included with

those about whom Almighty Allah says, “Surely, as for those who love that

scandal should circulate respecting those who believe, they shall have a

(” grievous chastisement. (24:19
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Within the paragraphs of his famous instructions to Abu-Dharr, the Holy Prophet (S) is
:reported to have said

كَاَّیإِ ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ 

.اَنِّزلا نَِم  ُّدشَأَ  هَبَیغِْلا  َّنإِفَ  هَبَیغِْلاوَ ،

O Abu-Dharr, beware of

.backbiting, because it is indeed graver than committing adultery

.Why is that, Allah’s Messenger?” Abu-Dharr asked“

,The Holy Prophet (S) answered

یِنزْیَ لَجَُّرلا  َّنلأَِ 

رُفَْغُت هُبَیغِْلاوَ لاَ  .هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  بُوُتیَفَ  اللهِا ، یَلإِ  بُوُتیَفَ 

، قٌوسُُف مِِلسْمُْلا  بُابَسِ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .اهَُبحِاصَ  اهَرَفِْغیَ  یَّتحَ 

هِِلامَ هُمَرْحُوَ  اللهِا ، یصِاعَمَ  نِْم  هِمِحَْل  لُکْأَوَ  رٌْفکُ ، هُُلاتَِقوَ 

.هِِمدَ هِمَرْحُکَ 

That is so because when

man commits adultery and then repents before Almighty Allah, his repentance

may be accepted. As for backbiting, it is not forgiven unless the one

backbitten forgives. O Abu-Dharr, to revile a Muslim is wickedness, to fight

against him is infidelity, to eat his flesh is one of the acts of

disobedience to Almighty Allah, and the inviolability of his properties is as

.sacred as the inviolability of shedding his blood
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.What is backbiting, Allah’s Messenger?” Abu-Dharr asked“

,The Holy Prophet (S) answered

كَرُکْذِ

.هُرَکْیَ امَِب  كَاخَأَ 

To backbite your brother-in-faith means informing others

.of things about him that he dislikes to be known

.What if I mention real things about him?” Abu-Dharr asked“

,The Holy Prophet (S) answered
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اذَإِ کََّنأَ  مْلَعْإِ 

امَِب هُتَرْکَذَ  اذَإِوَ  هُتَْبتَغْا ، دِقَفَ  هِیِف  وَهُ  امَِب  هُتَرْکَذَ 

.هَُّتهََب دْقَفَ  هِیِف  سَْیَل 

Be

it known to you that if you mention things that he really has then you have

backbitten him, but if you mention things that he does not have then you have

(calumniated him. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مْلَفَ سَاَّنلا  لَمَاعَ  نْمَ 

مْلَفَ مْهُدَعَوَوَ  مْهُْبذِکْیَ ، مْلَفَ  مْهَُثَّدحَوَ  مْهُمِْلظْیَ ،

، هُُتَّورُُم تْلَمُکَوَ  هُُتبَیغِ ، تْمَرُحَ  نَّْمِم  نَاکَ  مْهُْفِلخُْی 

.هُُتَّوخُأُ تْبَجَوَوَ  هُُلدْعَ ، رَهَظَوَ 

As for him who treats people with fairness, tells them the

truth only, and fulfills his promises to them, it is then forbidden to

backbite him, his manliness is perfect, his decency is apparent, and it is

(obligatory to regard him as a true brother. (2

It is worth mentioning that scholars of Muslim jurisprudence have made some

exceptions in the forbiddance of backbiting. They have therefore excluded from this
law backbiting the sinful who openly commit evil, depending upon some traditions

:such as the following

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said
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قُسِافَْلا رَهَاجَ  اذَإِ 

.هَبَیغِ لاَوَ  هَُل  هَمَرْحُ  لاَفَ  هِقِسْفِِب 

,If a sinful commits sins openly

he is then deprived of any inviolability and to backbite him is not considered

(forbidden. (3

:Imam al-Riza (‘a) is reported to have said
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لاًجُرَ رَکَذَ  نْمَ 

، هُْبتَْغیَ مَْل  سُاَّنلا  هُفَرَعَ  اَّمِم  هِیِف  وَهُ  امَِب  هِفِْلخَ  نِْم 

سُاَّنلا هُْفرِْعیَ  اَّمِم لاَ  هِیِف  وَهُ  امَِب  هِفِْلخَ  نِْم  هُرَکَذَ  نْمَوَ 

.هُتَهََب دْقَفَ  هِیِف  سَْیَل  امَِب  هُرَکَذَ  نْمَوَ  هَُباتَغْإ ،

If

one speaks ill of another behind his back, this is not considered backbiting

when this thing is familiarly known by people, but if he mentions about him

something that is not known by people, he has then backbitten him. If he

(mentions something that is not true about him, he has then calumniated him. (1

Calumny

Calumny means falsely accusing people. To calumniate a believer is more serious
.than backbiting him

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

وْأَ اًنِمؤُْم  تَهََب  نْمَ 

یَّتحَ لٍابَخَ  هِنَیطِ  یِف  اللهُا  هُثَعََب  هِیِف  سَْیَل  امَِب  هًنَِمؤُْم 

.تِاسَِمومُْلا جِورُُف  نِْم  جُرُخْیَ  دٌیدِصَ  لَاقَ … اَّمِم  جَرُخْیَ 

Whoever falsely accuses a

,believing man or woman with something that he or she does not actually do or have

Almighty Allah will send him in the stinking sap unless he declares that

person as free from that charge… A stinking sap is the pus cast out from the
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(prostitutes’ pudenda. (2

Talebearing

Defined as the spreading of malicious gossip, talebearing is an example of
wrongdoing, because it poisons social relations among believers and leads to

.separation from each other

p: 227

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:604, H. 3 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:603, H. 1 [- 3 - ] 2
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According to an authentic report, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has quoted the Holy Prophet (S)
:as saying

؟ مْکُرِارَشِِب مْکُُئِبْنأُ  لاَأَ 

، هَِّبحِلأَا نَْیَب  نَوُقِّرفَمُْلا  هِمَیمَِّنلاِب ، نَوؤُاَّشمَْلا 

.بَِیاعَمَْلا ءِارَبَْلِل  نَوغُابَْلا 

May I inform you about the

most wicked of you all?... They are those who spread malicious gossip, cause

(dissension among lovers, and append false flaws to the flawless. (1

Within the paragraphs of his famous instructions to Abu-Dharr, the Holy Prophet (S) is
:reported to have said

لُخُدْیَ لاَ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ 

حُیرِتَسْیَ هِمَیمَِّنلا لاَ  بُحِاصَ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .تُاَّتقَْلا  هََّنجَْلا 

نِْیهَجْوَ اذَ  نَاکَ  نْمَ  ٍّرذَ ، اَبأَ  ایَ  .هِرَخِلآا  یِف  اللهِا  بِاذَعَ  نِْم 

اَبأَ ایَ  .رِاَّنلا  یِف  نِْیهَجْوَ  وذُ  وَهُفَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  نِْیَناسَِلوَ 

، هٌَنایَخِ کَیخِأَ  َّرسِ  كَؤُاشَْفإِوَ  هَِنامَلأَاِب ، سُِلاجَمَْلا  ٍّرذَ ،

.هِرَْثعَْلا سَِلجْمَ  بِْنتَجْاوَ  کَِلذَ  بِْنتَجْافَ 

O Abu-Dharr, talebearers

shall not be allowed to enter Paradise. O Abu-Dharr, talebearers shall never get

,a break from the torture of Almighty Allah in the Hereafter. O Abu-Dharr

those who are two-tongued and two-faced in this world shall have two faces of

fire. O Abu-Dharr, meetings must be based on trust. To divulge the secrets of
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your friend is betrayal. Therefore, refrain from that and refrain from presenting

(yourself in meetings where flaws are pursued. (2

Distrust and Misgiving

To distrust and have a negative idea about a faithful believer is another form of
.wrongdoing

p: 228

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:616, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:617, H. 4 [- 3 - ] 2
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هُاخَأَ نُِمؤْمُْلا  مَهََّتإ  اذَإِ 

.ءِامَْلا یِف  حُْلمِْلا  ثُامَْنیَ  امَکَ  هِِبْلقَ  یِف  نُامَ  _ يلإِا ثَامَْنإ 

If a faithful believer has

misgivings about another faithful believer, faith will melt in his heart in

(the same way as salt melts in water. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

هِِنسَحْأَ یلَعَ  کَیخِأَ  رَْمأَ  عْضَ 

تْجَرَخَ هٍمَِلکَِب  َّنَّنظُتَ  لاَوَ  کَُبِلْغیَ ، امَ  هُْنِم  کَیَِتأْیَ  یَّتحَ 

.لاًمَحْمَ رِْیخَْلا  یِف  اهََل  دُجِتَ  تَْنأَوَ  اًءوسُ  کَیخِأَ  نِْم 

Give the best probability

to the deed of your brother-in-faith until you receive from him something

that tears down your good probability. Never deem evil any word that has been

said by your brother-in-faith as long as you can find an acceptable excuse

(for it. (2

p: 229

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:613, S. 161, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:362, H. 3; Shaykh al-Saduq, al-Amali, pp. 380, H. 483; [- 3 - ] 2
`Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 75: 196, H. 11 as quoted from the previous

.reference books
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Excellent Examples of Justice in Social Relations

Point

The Holy Legislator has emphasized practicing justice in social relations and
associations. The purpose behind such emphasis is to reveal the necessity of this rule
in firming up its superstructure. In this connection, we can mention a few examples

.that carry special denotations

Avoiding Confidential Talks in Public Sessions

The Holy Legislator has warned against holding a confidential talk between two
persons when there is a third person sitting with them. The Holy Qur'an has censured
some Muslims who returned to holding secret counsels after they had been forbidden

:to do so

لِوسَُّرلا تِیَصِْعمَوَ  نِاوَدْعُْلاوَ  مِْثإِْلاِب  نَوْجَانَتَیَوَ  هُْنعَ  اوهُُن  امَِل  نَودُوعُیَ  َّمُث  يوَجَّْنلا  نِعَ  اوهُُن  نَیذَِّلا  یَلإِ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ 

Have you not seen those

who are forbidden secret counsels, then they return to what they are

forbidden, and they hold secret counsels for sin and revolt and disobedience

(to the Messenger. (58:8

:According to an authentic tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

هًَثلاََث مُوْقَْلا  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

امَ کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِفَ  امَهِِبحِاصَ ، نَودُ  نِانَْثا  مُهُْنِم  جَانَتَیَ  لاَفَ 

.هِیذِؤُْیوَ هُُنزِحُْی 

If there are three persons
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sitting together, two of them must not talk confidentially to one another and

(leave their third mate, because this act saddens and injures him. (1

p: 230

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:472, S. 72, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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Distributing Glances

If a person speaks to a number of people or sits with them, it will be appropriate to
distribute his glances among them fairly; that is to look at each of them equally. In this

:respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported through a valid tradition, to have said

نَاکَ

نَْیَب هِِتاظَحََل  مُِّسقَُی  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ 

مَْلوَ .هَِّیوَِّسلاِب  اذَ  یَلإِ  رُظُْنیَوَ  اذَ  یَلإِ  رُظُْنیَفَ  هِِباحَصْأَ ،

نَْیَب هِْیلَجْرِ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  طْسُْبیَ 

كُرُْتیَ امَفَ  لُجَُّرلا  هُحُِفاصَُیَل  نَاکَ  نْإِوَ  ُّطقَ ، هِِباحَصْأَ 

نَوکُیَ یَّتحَ  هِدِیَ  نِْم  هُدَیَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ 

هُحَفَاصَ اذَإِ  لُجَُّرلا  نَاکَ  کَِلذَِل  اوُنطِفَ  اَّملَفَ  كَرِاَّتلا ، وَهُ 

.هِدِیَ نِْم  اهَعَزَنَفَ  هِدِیَِب  لَاقَ 

The Messenger of Allah (S) used to distribute his glances

among his companions equally. He used to look at each one of them in an equal

manner. He has never stretched his legs while he was sitting among his

companions. When he shook hands with them, he would never leave their hands

until they would do. When they realized this manner, they would quickly pull

(their hands away. (1

Interrupting Speech

It is required not to break one’s discourse or interrupt him while talking. Shaykh al-
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Kulayni has reported through a familiar chain of authority that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)
:quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

یِف مِِّلکَتَمُْلا  مِِلسْمُْلا  هِیخِلأَِ  ضَرَعَ  نْمَ 

.هُهَجْوَ شَدَخَ  امََّنأَکَفَ  هِِثیدِحَ 

,Whoever interrupts the discourse of his brother-in-faith

(it will be as if he has scratched his face. (2

p: 231

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:499, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:472, S. 73 [- 1 - ] 2
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Good-manners Endear people

Point

In the previous demonstration of principles and rules of social relations, we learnt that
good manners, i.e. courtesy endears people and corresponds to openness (in social
relations) as well as its moral content, that is love. Moreover, if this love is intended
purely for the sake of Almighty Allah, it will turn, as required, into faith, belief, and
doctrine. Animosity, disputation and argument are forbidden, because incurring the

.hostility and hatred of people are prohibited

”A Faithful believer must be gentle and lenient“

We may add to the aforementioned discussion that the Holy Legislator has strongly
encouraged the believers to be gentle and lenient in the totality of their social
relations with others. According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has

:quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نْمَِب مْکُرُِبخْأُ  لاَأَ 

نُِّیَّللا بُیرِقَْلا ، نُِّیهَْلا  اًدغَ ؟ رُاَّنلا  هِْیلَعَ  مَُّرحَُت 

.لُهَّْسلا

May I inform you of those

,who shall be forbidden to Hellfire? They are the gentle, easily contacted

(lenient, and simple ones. (1

Other traditions have confirmed this fact. For instance, it is reported that one of the
:Holy Imams (‘a) has said

لِمَجَْلاکَ نَوُنِّیَل ، نَوُنِّیهَ  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا 
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.خَانَتَسْإ هٍرَخْصَ  یلَعَ  خَیِنأُ  نْإِوَ  دَاقَْنإ ، دَیِق  نْإِ  فِِللأَا 

True believers are gentle and lenient. They are like tame

camels—they obey when they are driven, and kneel down even on a rock when

(made to kneel down. (2

p: 232

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:510, S. 106, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:234, H. 14 [- 2 - ] 2
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This pertains to social relations. As for political relations and commitment to duties,
pledges, and covenants as well as questions related to faith and belief, faithful
believers are required to be strong, sturdy, and durable. It is therefore important for
faithful believers to combine lenience in social relations and sturdiness in principles

.and faith

Confirming this, it is related that faithful believers must be characterized by happy
mien and bright appearance. In this regard, one of the Holy Imams (‘a) is reported to

:have said

نُسْحُوَ فِورُْعمَْلا  عُِئانَصَ 

لُخُْبْلاوَ .هََّنجَْلا  نِلاَخِدُْیوَ  هََّبحَمَْلا  نِابَسِکُْی  رِشِْبْلا 

.رَاَّنلا نِلاَخِدُْیوَ  اللهِا  نَِم  نِادَعِْبُی  هِجْوَْلا  سُوُبعُوَ 

Acts of kindness and

bright appearance yield affection and give allowance to Paradise, while

(stinginess and frowning drive away from Almighty Allah and lead to Hellfire. (1

Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have narrated that a man came to the Holy Prophet
,(S) and asked for an advice. One advice given to him was

.طٍسِبَْنُم هٍجْوَِب  كَاخَأَ  قَْلإِ 

Receive your brother with

(cheerful mien. (2

Hasan ibn al-Husayn has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) quoting the Holy
:Prophet (S) as saying

، بِِلَّطمُْلا دِْبعَ  یِنَب  ایَ 

هِقَلاَطَِب مْهُوْقَْلافَ  مْکُِلاوَْمأَِب ، سَاَّنلا  اوعُسَتَ  نَْل  مْکَُّنإِ 
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.رِشِْبْلا نِسْحُوَ  هِجْوَْلا 

O sons of `Abd

al-Mu(3)alib, you will not contain people with your fortunes; therefore, meet

(them with a bright face and happy mien. (4

p: 233

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:103, H. 5 [- 2 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:512, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 2

-3
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:512, H. 4 [- 1 - ] 4
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Ranks of endearment to people and indulgence

Paying Visits and Exchanging Meetings

We have shed light on the significance of exchanging visits to achieve the emotional

objective of building good social relations with people; namely, love. The

encouragement of paying visits makes possible meetings of the faithful believers and
.gives a better chance to practice courtesy and indulgence

Confirming the significance of paying visits, the Holy Prophet (S) has said within his
(, instruction to Imam `Ali (‘a

رْزُ لٍایَْمأَ  هَعََبرْأَ  رْسِ 

.اللهِا یِف  اًخأَ 

Walk four miles and visit

(a brother-in-faith. (1

Shu`ayb al-`Aqarqufi has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying to his
,companions

.اوْقَلاَتَوَ اورُوَازَتَ 

Always exchange visits and

(meet each other. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

نِاوَخْلإِا نَْیَب  لُصُاوََّتلا 

.رُوُازََّتلا رِضَحَْلا  یِف 

In homelands, exchanging
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(visits is the means of association among brothers-in-faith. (3

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have mentioned that to pay visit to a brother-in-
(faith is one of the duties towards him. (4

p: 234

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 8:248, H. 3 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 12:21, H. 9 [- 2 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:494, S. 93, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 3

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:545, H. 8 [- 1 - ] 4
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:He (‘a) is also reported to have said

هِرَایَزِ نِْم  َّلمَتَ  لاَ 

: هَُل لَاقَفَ  هُاخَأَ  یَقَِل  اذَإِ  نَِمؤْمُْلا  َّنإِفَ  کَِناوَخْإِ ;

هُحَفَاصَ اذَإِفَ  هِمَایَقِْلا ، مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  اًبحَرْمَ  هَُل  بَِتکُ  اًبحَرْمَ ،

هٌعَسِْت هٍمَحْرَ ، هََئاِم  امَهِْیمَاهَْبإِ  نَْیَب  امَ  یِف  اللهُا  لَزَْنأَ 

اللهُا لَبَْقأَ  َّمُث  هِِبحِاصَِل ، اًّبحُ  امَهِِّدشَلأَِ  اهَْنِم  نَوعُسِْتوَ 

َّدشَأَ هِِبحِاصَِل  اًّبحُ  امَهِِّدشَأَ  یلَعَ  نَاکَفَ  هِهِجْوَِب  امَهِْیلَعَ 

.هُمَحَّْرلا امَهُْترَمَغَ  اقََناعَتَ  اذَإِفَ  لاًابَْقإِ ،

Never be weary of visiting

your brothers-in-faith. When a believer meets one of his brothers-in-faith

and says “hello,” (the reward of) a permanent salutation will be recorded for

him up to the Day of Resurrection. If he shakes hands with him, Almighty

Allah will send one hundred items of mercy between their thumbs, ninety-nine

of which will be for the more loving of the two to the other. Then, Almighty

Allah will advance to both of them with His Face, but He will advance more to

the more loving of the two to the other. If they embrace each other, they

(will be surrounded with mercy. (1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) established a general objective for such visits, meetings, and
indulgent behavior. The objective was to create a high-level rank of mutual love,
affection, and spiritual and moral association among faithful believers. Expressing this

,objective, Imam `Ali (‘a) says
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هًطََلاخَُم سَاَّنلا  اوطُِلاخَ 

.مْکُْیَلإِ اوُّنحَ  مُْتشْعِ  نْإِوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  اوْکََب  اهَعَمَ  مُّْتُم  نْإِ 

Associate with people in

such a manner that if you die they weep over you and if you are alive they

(crave for your company. (2

This indulgent behavior is not an ordinary ostentation that can be understood as an
attempt to gain personal interests

p: 235
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or a state of hypocrisy; rather, it is an act involving a real goal and content; namely,
.love and affection

The Holy Legislator has taken much interest in setting up excellent principles, rules,
and regulations in favor of achieving the best results of these visits and associations.

:These principles and regulations will be cited after the following steps

First Step: Meeting People with a Good Mien and Salutation

Point

Meeting people is regarded as the first step of building good social relations with
people. The form and method of meeting have therefore been the first step in
endearing oneself to people. In the course of achieving this goal, Islam has advised of

:a number of matters at the top of which are the following three

Being the First to Greet

Islam has urged being the first to offer salutation and taking the initiative in greeting
the person one meets. According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a)

:has said

یَلوْأَ مِلاََّسلاِب  يدِابَْلا 

.هِِلوسُرَوَ اللهِاِب 

The first to offer

(salutation is nearer to Allah and His Messenger (s). (1

:According to another validly reported tradition, Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) has said

نِِمؤْمُْلا قِلاَخْأَ  نِْم  َّنإِ 

.مْهِْیلَعَ مِلاََّسلاِب  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  هُءَادَِتْبإ 

One of the traits of a

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 411 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_236_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(true believer is that he should be the first to greet the other believers. (2

p: 236
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:Through a valid chain of authority, the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

لَْبقَ مِلاََّسلاِب  اوأُدَْبإِ 

.هُوُبیجُِت لاَفَ  مِلاََّسلا  لَْبقَ  مِلاَکَْلاِب  أَدََب  نْمَفَ  مِلاَکَْلا ،

Precede greeting to

(talking. Hence, do not answer him who begins with talking before greeting. (1

Islam has given greeting a special importance making it the slogan of Muslims and
setting up many detailed rules of etiquette so that it would take a distinctive position
in mutual association among Muslims. The author of Wasa’il a-Shi`ah, for instance,
has dedicated more than twenty sections of his book to explaining the details of these
etiquettes and rules. It is therefore advisable to refer to these sections. (2) Some of
these details have already been mentioned within the previous sections of this book
while others will be hopefully cited in the coming books on the systems of rituals and

.acts of worship

Meeting People with a Cheerful Mien

The second matter in the first step towards endearment to people is to meet Muslims

:with a bright face and cheerful mien

:In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) reported the Holy Prophet (s) to have said
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هِیخِلأَِ ءِرْمَْلا  َّدوِ  نَیِّفصَُی  ثٌلاََث 

یِف هَُل  عُِّسوَُیوَ  هُیَقَِل ، اذَإِ  رِشِْبْلاِب  هُاقَْلیَ  مِِلسْمُْلا :

ءِامَسْلأَا ِّبحَأَِب  هُوعُدْیَوَ  هِْیَلإِ ، سَلَجَ  اذَإِ  سِِلجْمَْلا 

.هِْیَلإِ

Three

things will prove your friendship to your Muslim brother. Warmly welcoming

him, making room for him in meetings when he arrives, and calling him by his

(dearest names. (1

Smiling at brothers-in-faith comes under the same title. Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported
:to have said

مُُّسبَتَ

.هٌنَسَحَ هُْنعَ  يذَقَْلا  هُُفرْصَوَ  هٌنَسَحَ ، هِیخِأَ  هِجْوَ  یِف  نِِمؤْمُْلا 

.نِِمؤْمُْلا یلَعَ  رِورُُّسلا  لِاخَدْإِ  لِْثمِِب  اللهُا  دَِبعُ  امَوَ 

To smile in the face of a brother-in-faith is a

.rewardable deed and to ward off motes from him is a rewardable deed, too

Almighty Allah has never been worshipped by any better act than giving

(pleasure to a faithful believer. (2

Speaking Good Words

The third leading matter in the first step towards endearment of oneself to people is
to speak good words when meeting a brother-in-faith. Many traditions have borne

.confirmations on exchanging greetings and speaking affectionately
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:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

ُّبحُِی َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

.مِلاََّسلا ءَاشَْفإِ 

Verily, Almighty Allah

(likes exchanging greetings.(3

,Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said within a long discourse
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لاَوَ اوُبضَْغتَ  لاَ  لُوقُیَ : مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ٌّیِلعَ  نَاکَ 

اوُّلصَوَ مَلاَکَْلا ، اوُبیطِأَوَ  مَلاََّسلا ، اوشُْفأَ  .اوُبضِْغُت 

مُلاََّسلا : ) مٍلاَسَِب هََّنجَْلا  اوُلخُدْتَ  مٌایَِن  سُاَّنلاوَ  لِْیَّللاِب 

(. نُمِْیهَمُْلا نُِمؤْمُْلا 

Imam `Ali (‘a) used to say, “Do

not be angry and do not enrage others. Exchange greetings, be courteous, and

pray at night when people are asleep; you will easily be allowed into Paradise.
,Almighty Allah says, ‘He is Allah… the Giver of peace, the Granter of security

(the Guardian over all… (59:23)’” (1

Second Step: Shaking hands, Embracing, Kissing, and Expressing Love

Point

Choosing the most appropriate manner in dealing with others is the second step
through which courtesy, indulgence, and endearment of oneself to others can be
practiced. In this step, the Holy Legislator has highlighted, urged, and advised of a

.number of manners

Handshaking

To shake hands with others when meeting them gives expression to affection, love,
.and friendliness

:Through a valid chain of authority, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

اذَإِ نِْینَِمؤْمُْلا  َّنإِ 

تْطَقَاسَتَوَ هِهِجْوَِب ، امَهِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  لَبَْقأَ  احَفَاصَتَفَ  ایَقَتَْلإ 

.رِجََّشلا نَِم  قُرَوَْلا  طُقَاسَتَیَ  امَکَ  بُوُنُّذلا  امَهُْنعَ 
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When two believers meet and shake hands, Almighty Allah will advance to

them with His Face and their sins will fall from them in the same way as

(leaves fall from trees. (2
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

بُهَذْتَ اهَّنإِفَ  اوحُفَاصَتَ 

.هِمَیخَِّسلاِب

Shake hands with each

(other, because this act removes rancor. (1

Other traditions have confirmed the significance and vital role that shaking hands
plays in building good social relations, in the capacity of its being another motto raised

(by Islam. (2

Embracing and Kissing

To embrace and kiss each other is another manifestation of love and affection as well
.as an expression of courtesy

:A tradition holds that Imam al-Baqir and Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) have said

یَلإِ جَرَخَ  نٍِمؤُْم  امَُّیأَ 

هٍوَطْخُ ِّلکُِب  هَُل  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  هِِّقحَِب  اًفرِاعَ  هُرُوزُیَ  هِیخِأَ 

اذَإِفَ هٌجَرَدَ ، هَُل  تْعَِفرُوَ  هٌئَِّیسَ ، هُْنعَ  تْیَحُِموَ  هًنَسَحَ ،

ایَقَتَْلإ اذَإِفَ  ءِامََّسلا ، بُاوَْبأَ  هَُل  تْحَِتُف  بَابَْلا  قَرَطَ 

یهَاَب َّمُث  هِهِجْوَِب ، امَهِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  لَبَْقأَ  اقََناعَتَوَ  احَفَاصَتَوَ 

ارَوَازَتَ َّيدَْبعَ  یَلإِ  اورُظُْنأُ  لُوقُیَفَ : هَکَِئلاَمَْلا  امَهِِب 

دَْعَب رِاَّنلاِب  امَهَُبِّذعَأُ  َّلاأَ  َّیلَعَ  ٌّقحَ  َّیف ; اَّباحَتَوَ 

.فِِقوْمَْلا کَِلذَ 

Any believer who leaves his house intending to visit a
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brother-in-faith as an acknowledgement of his duty towards him, Almighty

Allah shall record for him a reward for each step he walks, erase an

evildoing he has committed, and raise him a rank. If he knocks the door of

his brother-in-faith, the doors of the heavens shall be opened before him. If

they meet, shake hands, and embrace each other, Almighty Allah shall advance

,to them with His Face and then take pride in them before the angels, saying

Look at these two servants of Mine. They have visited and loved each other“

for My sake. It is thus incumbent upon Me not to torture them with Hellfire

(after this situation of them.” (3
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:According to another authentic tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

اذَإِ نِْینَِمؤْمُْلا  َّنإِ 

نِادَیرُِی امَزَتَْلإ لاَ  اذَإِفَ  هُمَحَّْرلا ، امَهُْترَمَغَ  اقَنَتَعْإ 

ضِارَغْأَ نِْم  اًضرَغَ  نِادَیرُِی  لاَوَ  اللهِا  هَجْوَ  َّلاإِ  کَِلذَِب 

اذَإِفَ .افَِنأْتَسْافَ  امَکَُل  رٌوفُْغمَ  امَهَُل : لَیِق  ایَْنُّدلا ،

: ضٍْعبَِل اهَضُْعَب  هُکَِئلاَمَْلا  تَِلاقَ  هَِلءَاسَمُْلا  یلَعَ  لاَبَْقأَ 

اللهُا هُرَتَسَ  دْقَوَ  اًرّسِ  امَهَُل  َّنإِفَ  امَهُْنعَ ، اوَّْحنَتَ 

.امَهِْیلَعَ

When two faithful believers

embrace each other, mercy will spread over them. If they touch each other for

no other purpose than seeking nearness to Almighty Allah, without having any

worldly point, it will be then said to them, “You are forgiven. So, go on in

this manner.” If they hold a confidential talk, the angels will then say to

each other, “Step aside! These two have a secret that Almighty Allah has

(covered for them.” (1

It has been narrated that when Ja`far ibn Abi-Talib returned from Abyssinia (after
years of refuge), his return concurred with the conquest of Khaybar at the hands of
Imam `Ali (‘a). Once his eyes fell on Ja`far, the Holy Prophet (S) walked twelve steps
forward to receive Ja`far. He then embraced, kissed him between the eyes, wept,
and said, “Indeed, I do not know for which matter I am happier. Is it for your return,
Ja`far, or is it for the conquest of Khaybar that Almighty Allah has given at the hands

of your brother?” Thus, the
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(Holy Prophet (S) wept for joy when he saw Ja`far. (1

:Through an authentic chain of authority, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

َّنإِ

مِیِلسَّْتلا مُامَتَوَ  هَحَفَاصَمُْلا ، مِیقِمُْلِل  هَِّیحَِّتلا  مِامَتَ  نِْم 

.هُقََناعَمُْلا رِِفاسَمُْلا  یلَعَ 

Shaking hands is the

consummate greeting of a resident, while embracing is the consummate greeting

(of one going on a journey.(2

Telling About Love

The third matter in the second step towards endearing oneself to people is to tell the
brothers-in-faith that you love them. To reveal this emotion can be once expressed

.practically through shaking hands, embracing, and kissing, or by directly saying it

Concerning the second way, it is reported through a valid way of narration that Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

لاًجُرَ تَْببَحْأَ  اذَإِ 

.امَکُنَْیَب هَِّدوَمَْلِل  تُبَْثأَ  هَُّنإِفَ  کَِلذَِب ، هُرِْبخْأَفَ 

If you love somebody, you

should inform him, because this way firms up affection between you and him

.more strongly

,According to another tradition

هَِّدوَمَْلِل یقَْبأَ  هَُّنإِفَ 

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 422 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_242_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_242_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.هِفَْللإِا یِف  رٌْیخَوَ 

.because it maintains affection and increases familiarity … 

:According to a third tradition, the Imam (‘a) is reported to have said

اذَإِ

مَیهِارَْبإِ َّنإِفَ  کَِلذَ ; هُمِْلعْأَفَ  کَِناوَخْإِ  نِْم  اًدحَأَ  تَْببَحْأَ 

: لَاقَ .یتَوْمَْلا  یِیحُْت  فَْیکَ  یِنرِأَ  ِّبرَ  : ) لَاقَ مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 

(. یِبْلقَ َّنِئمَطْیَِل  نْکَِلوَ  یلََب ، لَاقَ : نِْمؤُْت ؟ مَْلوَأَ 

If you love one of your brothers-in-faith, you should

inform him about that. Prophet Abraham (‘a) said, “‘My Lord! Show me how You

,give life to the dead?’ He said, ‘What! And do you not believe?’ He said

(Yes, but that my heart may be at ease.’” (2:260) (3‘
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Third Step: Etiquettes of Conversation and Sitting in Sessions

Point

The third step towards courtesy and indulgence is commitment to good manners

during sessions and conversations. Islamic legislation has taken special interest in this
:topic, revealed through the following points

Etiquettes of Participation in Sessions

Islam has specified certain etiquettes for sitting in public sessions as well as certain
manners of behavior in public assemblies and meetings. Some of these etiquettes are

:as follows

Making room for new comers

One of these etiquettes is to make room and place in sessions and to leave these
,sessions once they are terminated. In this respect, the Holy Qur'an says

اوُنمَآ نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  عِفَرْیَ  اوزُشـُْنافَ  اوزُشـُْنا  لَیِق  اذَإِوَ  مْکَُل  هَُّللا  حِسـَْفیَ  اوحُسـَْفافَ  سِِلاجـَمَْلا  یِف  اوحَُّسفَتَ  مْکَُل  لَـیِق  اذَإِ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلا  اهـَُّیأَ  ایـَ 
تٍاجَرَدَ مَْلعِْلا  اوُتوأُ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  مْکُْنِم 

O you who believe! When

,it is said to you, “Make room in (your) assemblies,” then make ample room

;Allah will give you ample; and when it is said, “Rise up,” then rise up

Allah will exalt those of you who believe, and those who are given knowledge

(in high degrees. (58:11
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

یِف ءِاسَلَجُْلِل  یغِبَْنیَ 

عِارَِّذلا مِظُعَ  رُادَْقِم  نِْینَْثإ  ِّلکُ  نَْیَب  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  فِْیَّصلا 

.ضٍْعَب یلَعَ  مْهُضُْعَب  َّقشِیَ  َّلائَِل 

Persons sitting in one

place in summer are required to leave a space that is as long as the arm bone

between each couple of them so that none of them will make narrow the place

(of the others. (1

,About the exegesis of the holy verse

نَیِنسِحْمُْلا نَِم  كَارََن  اَّنإِ 

Surely, we see you to be

(of the doers of good. (12:36

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

، سَِلجْمَْلا عُِّسوَُی  نَاکَ 

.فَیعَِّضلا نُیعُِیوَ  جِاتَحْمُْلِل ، ضُرِْقتَسْیَوَ 

Prophet Joseph (‘a) used

(to make room in sessions, ask for loans for the needy, and help the weak. (2

In addition to the above, there are other etiquettes decided by the Holy Legislator in
(this regard. (3

Receiving and Bidding Farewell
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Another behavior to be practiced in general sessions is to receive and bid farewell
.those who join and leave these sessions

Through a familiar way of narration, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is

p: 244

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:405, S. 4, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:405, S. 4, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 2
.Refer to Wasa'il al-Shi`ah [- 2 - ] 3

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 426 of 598

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نِْم

اذَإِ هًئَْینَهُ  هُعَمَ  اوشُمْیَ  نْأَ  تِْیبَْلا  لِهْأَ  یلَعَ  لِخِاَّدلا  ِّقحَ 

.جَرَخَ اذَإِوَ  لَخَدَ 

One of the duties that

are incumbent upon a host towards the visitor is to walk with him for a short

(distance when he comes in or leaves the house. (1

Following the Instructions of the Host

It is mannerly to sit where the owner of the house orders you to sit, because he
knows better the most suitable places in his house to sit in, be it for the sake of
honoring the guest or for the sake of the internal affairs of his house. In this regard,

:the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

یلَعَ مْکُدُحَأَ  لَخَدَ  اذَإِ 

.جَرُخْیَ یَّتحَ  هِْیلَعَ  رٌیِمأَ  وَهُفَ  هِِتْیَب  یِف  مِِلسْمُْلا  هِیخِأَ 

When you enter the house

of one of your brothers-in-faith, you should be obedient to his orders until

(you leave. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted his father (‘a) as saying

اذَإِ

هُرُُمأْیَ ثُْیحَ  دْعُْقیَْلفَ  هِِلحْرَ  یِف  هِیخِأَ  یلَعَ  مْکُدُحَأَ  لَخَدَ 

هِِتْیَب هِرَوْعَِب  فُرَعْأَ  لِحَّْرلا  بَحِاصَ  َّنإِفَ  لِحَّْرلا ، بُحِاصَ 
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.هِْیلَعَ لِخِاَّدلا  نَِم 

When you enter the house of one of your

brethren-in-faith, you should sit where the owner of the house orders you to

(sit, because he knows the gaps in his house more than the guest does. (3

p: 245

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:471, S. 70 [- 3 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:471, S. 70 [- 4 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah, 8:476, S. 78, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 3

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 428 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_245_3
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Manner of Sitting

Sayyid `Abd al-`A¨im al-Hasani has reported that the Holy Prophet (S) used to sit in
one of three positions. (1) He used to squat; i.e. to sit with the hams resting on the
backs of the heels, (2) he used to rest on the knees, or (3) he used to twist one leg and

(stretch the other on it. He never sat cross-legged. (1

However, some traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (s) hold that it is acceptable
to sit cross-legged for purpose of timely rest. Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) is reported

:to have said

هِذِهَ تُسْلَجَ  امََّنإِ 

.هَِللاَمِْلِل هَسَْلجَْلا 

I have sat in this way

(because of fatigue. (2

Apparently, the abovementioned three ways of sitting represented the utmost of
courtesy on the one hand and the saving of place on the other, which suited the social

.and life situations of that time

Modest Posture

To behave modestly in sitting is to choose the nearest space to sit in. In this regard,
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported through a valid chain of authority to have said

نَِم فِرََّشلا  نِودُِب  یَضِرَ  نْمَ 

یَّتحَ هِْیلَعَ  نَوُّلصَُی  هُُتکَِئلاَمَوَ  اللهُا  لِزَیَ  مَْل  سِِلجْمَْلا 

.مَوقُیَ

He who accepts to sit in a

less suitable place for his prestige, Almighty Allah and His angels will keep
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(on blessing him until he leaves. (3
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This modesty is also reported to have been one of the Holy Prophet’s manners. Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

لُوسُرَ نَاکَ 

یَندْأَ یِف  دَعَقَ  لاًزِْنمَ  لَخَدَ  اذَإِ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا 

.لُخُدْیَ نَیحِ  هِْیَلإِ  سِِلجْمَْلا 

The Messenger of Allah (S) used to sit in the narrowest space he

(found in houses he visited. (1

In this connection, it is worth mentioning that it is recommended to sit facing the
kiblah direction and to avoid sitting opposite to sunlight so as to avoid the moral and

(material consequences stemming from it. (2

Blessing the Sneezing

One of the prophetic traditions is to bless the person who sneezes. This means to
address the sneezing person with the statement of ‘yarhamukallahu (Allah may have
mercy upon you)’. The sneezer may then answer with the statement of

‘yahdikumullahu wa yuslihu balakum (May Allah guide you and improve your
condition)’ or similar statements like ‘yaghfirullahu lakum wa yarhamukum (May Allah
forgive you and have mercy upon you)’ or ‘yaghfirullahu lana walakum (May Allah
forgive you and us)’. Following the example of the Holy Prophet (S), the Holy Imams

.(‘a) laid stress on this social manner

:In this regard, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هِیخِأَ یلَعَ  مِِلسْمُْلِل 

هُدَوعُیَوَ هُیَقَِل ، اذَإِ  هِْیلَعَ  مَِّلسَُی  نْأَ  ِّقحَْلا  نَِم  مِِلسْمُْلا 

؛ سَطَعَ اذَإِ  هُتَمَِّسیَوُ  بَاغَ ، اذَإِ  هَُل  حَصَْنیَوَ  ضَرِمَ ، اذَإِ 

: لُوقُیَوَ .هَُل  کَیرِشَ  نَیمَِلاعَْلا لاَ  ِّبرَ  دُمْحَْلا اللهِ  لُوقُیَ :
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حُِلصُْیوَ اللهُا  مُکُیدِهْیَ  هَُل : لُوقُیَ  بُیجُِیفَ  .اللهُا  کَمُحَرْیَ 

.تَامَ اذَإِ  هُعَِّیشَُیوَ  هُاعَدَ ، اذَإِ  هُبَیجُِیوَ  .مْکَُلاَب 

Some duties of a Muslim

towards his brother-in-faith are: to greet him when they meet, to visit him

when he is ailed, to act sincerely towards him while he is absent, to bless

him when he sneezes. After one sneezes, he says immediately, ‘alhamdu lillahi

rabbi’l-`alamina la sharika lahu (All praise is due to Allah the Lord of the

Worlds; there is no partner -in Lordship- with Him)’. His brother-in-faith

may address him with the statement of ‘yarhamukallahu (Allah may have mercy

upon you)’, and the sneezer then replies with the statement of ‘yahdikumullahu

wa yuslihu balakum (May Allah guide you and improve your condition)’. Also, to

(accept his invitations, and to participate in his funeral ceremony. (3
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

لُجَُّرلا سَطَعَ  اذَإِ 

.هٍرَیزِجَ ءِارَوَ  نِْم  نَاکَ  وَْلوَ  هُوُتِّمسَفَ 

If one sneezes, then you

(must bless him even if he is on the other side of an island. (1

In this connection, a set of manners and instructions have been shown up. For
instance, one is required to say ‘alhamdu lillahi (All praise is due to Allah) immediately

after sneezing. It is also instructed to repeat the invocation of blessings upon the Holy
Prophet and his Household three times immediately after sneezing and to repeat the
same invocation three times when sneezing is repeated. It is also acceptable to bless

the Dhimmi (a non-Muslim enjoying
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protection of the Islamic state) when sneezing. Other manners have also been
(mentioned in this connection. (1

Manners of Conversation

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) practiced a set of manners during conversations. The following
:manners are some more examples

It is obligatory to conceal whatever is said in private sessions because “meetings . 1
must be based on trust. It is therefore, disallowed to reveal an issue concealed by the
person involved in it before obtaining his permission, unless the addressee is

(trustworthy or the issue entails the good reputation of that person.” (2

If there are three persons sitting together, two of them must not talk confidentially . 2
.to one another and leave their third mate to wonder what they need to hide from him

It is discommended to interrupt the discourse of somebody, because, it is reported . 3
from the Holy Prophet (S), “Whoever interrupts the discourse of one’s brother-in-

.” faith, is as if he has scratched his face

Limits of Laughter and Joking

As mentioned earlier, laughter must always be controlled. It has also been mentioned

that the source of guffawing is Satan. In view of this, the Holy Imams (‘a) have called
for being moderate in joking, because overdoing it begets rancor, reflects on spite,

.and brings up malice

p: 249
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On the other hand, joking that is neither excessive nor borders on indecency is
something approved of by the Holy Legislator, because it expresses a sort of
amicability and endearment of oneself to others, as well as consistency with the
spiritual and psychological situations of dialogue and conversation within the frame of

.the public social manners

Through a valid chain of authority, Mu`ammar ibn Khallad is reported to have asked
Imam al-Riza (‘a) whether it is acceptable or not to joke together and laugh in

.sessions

,The Imam (‘a) answered

… نْکُیَ مَْل  امَ  سَأَْب  لاَ 

هِیِتأْیَ نَاکَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لَوسُرَ  َّنإِ  .اًشحُْف  ْ

: هَُناکَمَ لُوقُیَ  َّمُث  هََّیدِهَْلا  هِْیَلإِ  يدِهُْیفَ  ُّیِبارَعْلأَا 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  کُحَضْیَفَ  .انَِتَّیدِهَ  نَمََث  انَطِعْأَ 

هُتَْیَل ُّیِبارَعْلأَا ؟ لَعَفَ  امَ  لُوقُیَ : َّمتَغْإ  اذَإِ  نَاکَوَ  .هِِلآوَ 

! اَناتَأَ

There is no objection to this unless there is indecency. A Bedouin used

to come to the Holy Prophet (S) and offer him a present. When the Holy

Prophet (S) would accept it, the Bedouin would say jokingly, “Well, give me

,the price of my present!” The Holy Prophet (S) would laugh for that. Then

when the Holy Prophet (S) would be distressed, he would say, “Where is that

(Bedouin? I wish he were present now!” (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said
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بَعِادَمُْلا ُّبحُِی  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

.ثٍفَرَ لاَِب  هِعَامَجَْلا  یِف 

Verily, Almighty Allah

(does love the one who jokes in assemblies, yet without indecency. (2

Yunus al-Shaybani is reported to have said that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) asked him, “Do
you exchange pleasantries with
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?” each other

.Very little,” al-Shaybani answered“

,The Imam (‘a) remarked

َّنإِفَ اوُلعَْفتَ ، لاَفَ 

رَورُُّسلا اهَِب  لُخِدُْتَل  کََّنإِوَ  قُِلخُْلا ، نِسْحُ  نِْم  هَبَعَادَمُْلا 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  نَاکَ  دْقََلوَ  .کَیخِأَ  یلَعَ 

.هَُّرسُِی نْأَ  دُیرُِی  لَجَُّرلا  بُعِادَُی 

,Do not abandon them

because pleasantry is part of good nature. Through pleasantry, you give

delight to your brother-in-faith. The Messenger of Allah (S) used to exchange

(pleasantries with men in the intention of pleasing them. (1

:Al-Fazl ibn Abi-Qurrah reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

امَ

.حُازَمِْلا هٌَباعَدُ … هِیِفوَ  َّلاإِ  نٍِمؤُْم  نِْم 

There is no (true) faithful believer except that he

(enjoys good-natured remarks; that is joking. (2

Acceptance of Favors and Kind Acts

It is recommended to accept favors and kind acts when they are offered, because
acceptance of such acts are considered amicability, endearment to people, and good
manners. Many traditions encourage accepting such acts, maintaining that none
except a “donkey” may refuse. Such kind acts can take many forms, such as making

room in a session and offering a cushion to sit on, a perfume, or any other thing, which
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.carries an indication of honoring one in public sessions and assemblies

Through a valid way of narration, `Abdullah ibn Ja`far reports in the book of Qurb al-
(, Isnad that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a
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:on the authority of his fathers, quoted the Holy Prophet (S) to have said

یلَعَ ضَرِعُ  اذَإِ 

هَمَارَکَْلا ُّدرُیَ  امََّنإِفَ  اهََّدرُیَ ، لاَفَ  هُمَارَکَْلا  مُکُدِحَأَ 

.رُامَحِْلا

If

a kind act is offered to you, you must not refuse it, because only donkeys

(refuse acts of kindness. (1

When he was asked about the meaning of acts of kindness, Imam al-Riza (‘a)
,answered

ضُرَْعُی بِیِّطلا  یِف  کَِلذَ 

.لَاقَ امَکَ  نَاکَ  امَهُاَبأَ  نْمَ  سِِلاجَمَْلا ؛ یِف  هِعَسِوَّْتلاوَ  هِْیلَعَ 

Acts of kindness are such

.as perfumes that are offered to somebody and rooms that are made in sessions

(He who refuses such acts is as exactly as what has been said about him. (2

According to other narrations, cushions that are offered to a new comer in a session
(as well as any other such acts are added to acts of kindness. (3

Fourth Step: Respect and Reverence

Point

In the fifth rule of the Islamic concept of social relations, all comportments of
kindness and favor are undoubtedly examples of courtesy, amicability, and
endearment of oneself to people. More details and clarifications will be mentioned in
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.the coming discussion of the superstructure of this fifth rule

Respect and reverence fall under and are examples of acts of kindness and favor.
However, because this topic is also related to the topic of meetings among believers,

it is
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appropriate to mention it in this discussion of amicability and endearment of oneself
.to people, because it has been dedicated to this topic

The special interest taken by the Holy Legislator in this topic can be noticed through
the set of laws, regulations, and etiquettes set down by Him, some of which are as

:follows

Veneration and Reverence

Confirmation on the necessity of deferring to one’s companions has been made

:through many traditions. For instance, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

هِْیلَعَ رٍفَْعجَ  وُبأَ  نَاکَ 

مَّْجهَتَیَ لاَوَ  مْهُورُِّقوَوَ ، مْکَُباحَصْأَ  اومُِّظعَ  لُوقُیَ : مُلاََّسلا 

.ضٍْعَب یلَعَ  مْکُضُْعَب 

Abu-Ja`far (al-Baqir) (‘a) used to say, “Venerate and have respect for

(your companions, and do not assail each other.” (1

In the previously mentioned discussion of special treatments, we have mentioned

some traditions revealing the Ahl al-Bayt’s teachings about respecting and showing
consideration for old people and celebrated personalities. In these traditions, the Holy
Imams (‘a) have said that showing respect to such people is a sort of veneration of

.Almighty Allah

Treating Muslims and Noble People with Deference

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have also instructed treating Muslims in general and noble
personalities in particular with deference and to confer honor upon persons who join
public meetings. Some aspects of this instruction have been previously cited in the

.course of the disapproval of rejecting acts of kindness

p: 253
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Besides, the approval of this manner can be inferred from the Holy Prophet’s
:behavior with `Adi ibn Hatam, as reported by Imam `Ali (‘a) who said

When `Adi ibn Hatam visited the Holy Prophet (S), he allowed him to enter his house
which had no furniture at all except a rug made of palm leaves and a pillow made of

(skin. The Holy Prophet (S) offered them to `Adi to sit on. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

نَِمؤْمُْلا هُاخَأَ  مَرَکْأَ  نْمَ 

ِّلظِ یِف  لْزَیَ  مَْل  هُتََبرْکُ  هُْنعَ  جََّرفَوَ  اهب ، هُفُِّطلَُی  هٍمَِلکَِب 

.کَِلذَ یِف  نَاکَ  امَ  هِمَحَّْرلا  نَِم  هِْیلَعَ  دِودُمْمَْلا  اللهِا 

He who confers honor upon

his brother-in-faith by a nice word and relieves his agony will stay under

the shade of Almighty Allah that covers him with mercy as long as he is in

(that state. (2

:The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

مٍوْقَ فُیرِشَ  مْکُاتَأَ  اذَإِ 

.هُوُمرِکْأَفَ

If an eminent person comes

(to you, you should confer honor upon him. (3

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

مٍوْقَ _مُ  يرِکَ مْکُاتَأَ  اذَإِ 

.هُوُمرِکْأَفَ
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If a person that is

(reputed among his people comes to you, you should confer honor upon him. (4

Exegetes have explained that an eminent person intended in
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the previous traditions stands for the wealthy, the highborn stands for the doer of
(kind acts, and the honorable stands for the pious. (1

.Actually, this instruction is not limited to these persons; it is more expansive

:According to a validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) has said

نْمَ

َّزعَ اللهَا  مَرَکْأَ  امََّنإِفَ  هُمَرَکْأَفَ  مُِلسْمِْلا  هُوخُأَ  هُاتَأَ 

.َّلجَوَ

He who honors his brother-in-faith who visits him has in

(fact honored Almighty Allah. (2

Using the Most Favorable Names

It is also recommended to call people with the most favorable names to them and to
call them with their dearest surnames to them, because this involves veneration and

.endearment of oneself to them

Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of authority that Imam al-Riza
:(‘a) said
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اًرضِاحَ لُجَُّرلا  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

.هِِّمسَفَ اًبِئاغَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِوَ  هِِّنکَفَ ،

When you want to refer to

a present man, you may use his surname, and when he is absent, you may use

(his first name. (1

This is so because reference to an absent person requires more accuracy than the
present; therefore, to mention the name of an absent person makes the others know
him better, while to mention the present with the surname does not require much

.introduction

The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have called his companions with the dearest
names to them as a sign of conferring honor upon them and making their hearts
incline towards him. He would also give nicknames to those who did not have one.
After that, all people would call them with these nicknames used by the Holy Prophet
(S). He would also use nicknames for childless women and those who had not yet
given birth to any child. Making their hearts incline towards him, the Holy Prophet (S)

.used to give nicknames to children, too

In this regard, it is reported that `Umar, once asked Suhayb, “Why are you called by a
?” nickname while you are childless

(He answered, “It was the Holy Prophet (S) who nicknamed me Abu-Yahya.” (2

Abu-Bakrah has reported that the Holy Prophet (S) nicknamed him so after he had
(ridden a young she-camel (bakrah) that led him to al-Ta'if. (3
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Kind Acts and Taking the Lead in Charity

Point

In our discourse about the fifth rule in the superstructure of the Islamic concept of
social relations; namely, kind acts and taking the lead to charity, we can touch on
expansive horizons, because the majority of the previously cited items and details fall

.under this topic although some of them are possess other features as well

For instance, we have referred to the topics of exchanging salutations and
forbiddance of separation and alienation among Muslims within the first aspect of
openness in social relations, because these topics act as two demonstrations of
openness in social relations. Meanwhile, to begin with greeting others and to mend

.one’s ruptured relations are acts of kindness to the other party

The same thing is applicable to principles of social solidarity, supporting and helping
each other, and enjoining the right and forbidding the evil. These three principles have
been previously discussed under the rule of reinforcing the social structure. The same

thing is also applicable to other items like thinking well about others initially,
overlooking their maltreatment or abuse, behaving modestly, and enduring the
malicious acts of the envious. Although the last two features have been previously
mentioned under the rule of control over sentiments and emotions, they have

.something to do with acts of kindness and taking the lead in charitable deeds

Besides, the totality of the manners of amicability, courteous behavior, and
mannerliness, are also sorts of kind and charitable acts. So are the majority of
religious and social duties and commitments, which are considered acts of kindness in
the totality of man’s movement in the field of building good social relations with

.others
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In view of this fact, we will devote our discussion of the superstructure of this rule to
.mentioning four aspects related to the rule of kind acts and taking the lead in charity

Regulations of Kind Acts

Point

This aspect discusses the general guidelines and regulations of kind acts. In the
.coming points, a general glance will be taken at these guidelines and regulations

Balance between Profit and Loss

It goes with saying that kindness is well-liked act that, in the majority of its
applications, expresses altruism, because it is founded on the concepts of fraternity,
justice, and equality among believers. Nonetheless, a doer of kind acts must take into
account that he must not cause himself damage and loss more than the advantage
and profit offered to his brother-in-faith. For instance, when one offers an amount of
money or a title in compensation of another amount or title, the advantage for oneself
must be more than, or at least equal to, the profit that he offers to the others. This is
in the field of transactions and financial compensations. This warning has been
mentioned in traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). In this connection, al-Hasan
ibn Muhammad al-Tusi, in his book of al-Majalis, has reported through a valid chain of

:authority that Isma`il ibn Khalid heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

رٍفَْعجَ وُبأَ  انَعَمَجَ 

مْکُاَّیإِ َّیِنَب ، ایَ  لَاقَفَ : مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  رُِقابَْلا ) )

مْکُاعَدَ نْإِوَ  بِِئاوََّنلا ، یلَعَ  اورُِبصْاوَ  قِوقُحُْلِل ، ضَُّرعََّتلاوَ 

هِعِْفَن نِْم  رُثَکْأَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  هُرُرَضَ  رٍْمأَ  یَلإِ  مْکُِموْقَ  ضُْعَب 

.هُوُبیجُِت لاَفَ  هَُل 

Abu-Ja`far al-Baqir (‘a) gathered

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 449 of 598

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


us (i.e. his sons) and said, “O sons, beware of exposing yourselves to

.violating the rights of the others, and act patiently towards catastrophes

When one of your folks asks you to engage yourselves in a matter that causes

(you bigger damage than the profit he gains, then do not respond to him.” (1
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Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi, has referred to the same in several traditions
(: reported from Imam al-Sadiq and Imam al-Ka¨im (‘a

رٍْمأَ یِف  کَیخِلأَِ  لْخُدْتَ  لاَ 

.هَُل هِِتعَفَْنمَ  نِْم  مُظَعْأَ  کَْیلَعَ  هُُتَّرضَمَ 

Do not engage yourself in

an issue that causes you bigger damage than the profit it brings to your

.brother-in-faith

نِْم کَِناوَخْلإِ  لْذُْبتَ  لاَ 

.مْهَُل هِِتعَفَْنمَ  نِْم  رُثَکْأَ  کَْیلَعَ  هُُّرضُ  امَ  کَسِْفَن 

Do not give from yourself

to your brothers-in-faith things that cause you bigger damage than the profit

(they gain. (1

Immediateness in Offering Kind Acts

An act of kindness should be done as immediately and secretly as possible and should
be belittled in the eyes of the one to whom it is done, because this brings about
spiritual, mental, and social outcomes to the doer of the kind act in particular and the
people of favors in general. In this respect, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi,
and Shaykh al-Saduq, in his books of Man-La-Yahzuruhul-Faqih and al-Khisal, have

:reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said
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فَورُْعمَْلا تُْیأَرَ 

، هِِلیجِْعتَوَ هِرِْتسَوَ ، هِرِیغِصْتَ ، ثٍلاَثَِب : َّلاإِ  ُّمِتیَ  لاَ 

، هِْیَلإِ هُعُنَصْتَ  نْمَ  دَْنعِ  هُتَمَّْظعَ  هُتَرَّْغصَ  اذَإِ  کََّنإِفَ 

اذَإِوَ هُتَأَّْنهَ ، هُتَْلَّجعَ  اذَإِوَ  هُتَمَّْمتَ ، هُتَرْتَسَ  اذَإِوَ 

.هُتَدَّْکَنوَ هُتَْفَّخسَ  کَِلذَ  رَْیغَ  نَاکَ 

I have found that favors are worthless unless belittled, veiled, and provided

immediately. If you belittle your favor, you will surely make it great in the

eyes of the one to whom you have done it. If you cover it up, you will surely

have accomplished it. If you offer it as soon as possible, you will surely

have given it pleasantly; otherwise, you will destroy it and give

(unpleasantly. (1

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

ءُاضَقَ مُیقِتَسْیَ  لاَ 

، مَظُْعتَِل اهَرِاغَصِْتسْاِب  ثٍلاَثَِب ، َّلاإِ  جِِئاوَحَْلا 

.ؤَُنهْتَِل اهَِلیجِْعتَِبوَ  رَهَظْتَِِل ، اهَِماتَکِْتسْاِبوَ 

The settling of the

others’ needs cannot be consummated except by three attributes: it must be

belittled so that it will be great in the eyes of those to whom it was made. It

must be given secretly so that it will be manifested. It must be immediate so

(that it becomes pleasant. (2
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Through a valid chain of authority, Hamran has reported that he heard Imam al-Baqir
:(‘a) saying

ِّلکُِل

.حِارَِّسلا لُیجِْعتَ  فِورُْعمَْلا  هُرَمََثوَ  هٌرَمََث ، ءٍیْشَ 

Everything has a fruit, and the fruit of doing a favor is

(to do it as immediately as possible. (3

Doing Kind Acts to Those Who Deserve Them

It is important to do kind acts and favors to those who
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deserve them only; i.e. the virtuous people, because it is unfit to do favors to
.unworthy people

It is worth mentioning that this regulation is not in violation of the aforementioned

advice of doing favors to all people, because this advice is applicable when the one to
whom a favor is done is unknown. Generally, it is highly suggested to do favors due to
love for favor, but when one discovers that the one to whom a favor is intended to be
done is wicked and unworthy enough to receive such acts, then the favor done to him
will be useless and, moreover, bring about negative results under certain conditions.
One of these negative results is that such a wicked person, when denying or acting

.ungratefully towards the favorer, will cause cessation of doing favors to others

In this connection, many traditions, confirmed by many others, have been validly
(. reported from the Holy Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

Sayf ibn `Umayrah has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to al-Mufazzal ibn
,`Umar

ایَ

، دٌیعِسَ مْأَ  لُجَُّرلا  ٌّیقِشَأَ  مَلَْعتَ  نْأَ  تَدْرَأَ  اذَإِ  لَُّضفَُم ،

نَاکَ نْإِفَ  هُعُنَصْیَ ، نْمَ  یَلإِ  هُفَورُْعمَوَ  هُبَْیسَ  رْظُْنافَ 

نْإِوَ رٍْیخَ ، یَلإِ  هَُّنأَ  مْلَعْافَ  هُُلهْأَ  وَهُ  نْمَ  یَلإِ  هُعُنَصْیَ 

دَْنعِ هَُل  سَْیَل  هَُّنأَ  مْلَعْافَ  هِِلهْأَ  رِْیغَ  یَلإِ  هُعُنَصْیَ  نَاکَ 

.رٌْیخَ هِّللا 

O Mufazzal, if you want to know whether someone is

wretched or blessed, you should regard who receives his favor and act of

kindness. If he does them to worthy people, then let it be known to you that

he is heading for goodness, but if he does them to unworthy people, then let
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(it be known to you that he will deserve no item of goodness with Allah. (1
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:Imam `Ali (‘a) has said

لٌامَ مْکُْنِم  هَُل  نَاکَ  نْمَ 

رٌیذِْبتَ هِِّقحَ  رِْیغَ  یِف  هُءَاطَعْإِ  َّنإِفَ  دَاسَفَْلاوَ ، هُاَّیإِفَ 

دَْنعِ هُعُضَیَوَ  سِاَّنلا ، یِف  هِبحِاصَ  رَکْذِ  عُفَرْیَ  وَهُوَ  فٌارَسْإِوَ ،

رِْیغَ دَْنعِوَ  هِِّقحَ  رِْیغَ  یِف  هَُلامَ  ؤٌرُْما  عِضَیَ  مَْلوَ  هِّللا ،

، مْهُُّدوِ هِرِْیغَِل  نَاکَوَ  مْهُرَکْشُ  هُّللا  هُمَرَحَ  َّلاإِ  هِِلهْأَ 

حَصُّْنلا دُیرُِیوَ  هَُل  رَکُّْشلا  رُهِظُْی  نَّْمِم  هٌَّیقَِب  هُعَمَ  یَقَِب  نْإِفَ 

َّمُث لُْعَّنلا  هِِب  تَّْلزَ  نْإِفَ  بٌذِکَوَ ، قٌلَمَ  کَِلذَ  امََّنإِفَ 

ُّرشَوَ لٍیِلخَ  مُلأَأَفَ  مْهِِتأَفَاکَُموَ  مْهِِتَنوعُمَ  یَلإِ  جَاتَحْإ 

رِْیغَ دَْنعِوَ  هِِّقحَ  رِْیغَ  یِف  هَُلامَ  ؤٌرُْما  عِضَیَ  مَْلوَ  .نٍیدِخَ 

َّلاإِ یتَأَ  امَ  یِف  ِّظحَْلا  نَِم  هَُل  نْکُیَ  مَْل  َّلاإِ  هِِلهْأَ 

لاًضِْفُم اًمعِْنُم  مَادَ  امَ  رِارَشْلأَا  ءُانََثوَ  مِائَِّللا  هُدَمَحْمَ 

ُّيأَفَ .لٌیخَِب  هِّللا  دَْنعِ  وَهُوَ  هُدَوَجْأَ ! امَ  لِهِاجَْلا : هَُلاقَمَوَ 

فٍورُْعمَ هِدَِئافَ  ُّيأَوَ  ِّظحَْلا !؟ اذَهَ  نِْم  رُسَخْأَوَ  رُوَْبأَ  ٍّظحَ 

لْصِیَْلفَ لٌامَ  هَُل  مْکُْنِم  نَاکَ  نْمَفَ  فِورُْعمَْلا !؟ اذَهَ  نِْم  ُّلقَأَ 

هِِب َّکفُیَْلوَ  هَفَایَِّضلا ، هُْنِم  نْسِحُْیْلوَ  هََبارَقَْلا ، هِِب 

هِذِهَِب زَوْفَْلا  َّنإِفَ  لِیِبَّسلا ، نَْباوَ  رَیسِلأَاوَ  یَِناعَْلا 

.هِرَخِلآا فُرَشَوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  مُرِاکَمَ  لِاصَخِْلا 

Let him who has riches

beware of extravagance, because to give out of that wealth unduly is
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certainly wastefulness and lavishness. Although it honors the giver among

people, it disgraces him in the view of Almighty Allah. If man gives out his

wealth improperly or to those who do not deserve it, then Almighty Allah will

.deprive him of their gratefulness, and their love, too, will be for others

Only slavish flatterers and liars will show him false gratitude and give him

,insincere advice. Then, if he slips and needs their help and compensation

they will prove themselves as the worst comrades and the most ignoble

friends. Yet again, anyone who gives out of his wealth unduly or to people

,who do not deserve it, will have no reward except praise of the lowly

commendation of the wicked—as long as he gives them munificently and

benignly—and the ignorant will express their admiration of his generosity

while he is regarded as stingy by Almighty Allah. Is there then any fate more

ill-omened than this? Is there a more profitless favor? He who has some

,riches must use it in fields like building good relations with relatives

receiving guests hospitably, releasing paupers, prisoners, and wayfarers. If

he does so, he will then win good reputation in this world and honor in the

(Hereafter. (1
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:Within his instructive words to Imam `Ali (‘a), the Holy Prophet (S) said

ایَ

جُارَِّسلاوَ عِْبَّشلا ، یلَعَ  لُکْلأَا  اًعایَضَ : بُهَذْتَ  هٌعََبرْأَ  ُّیِلعَ ،

رِْیغَ دَْنعِ  هُعَیِنَّصلاوَ  هِخَْبَّسلا ، یِف  عُرَّْزلاوَ  رِمَقَْلا ، یِف 

.اهَِلهْأَ

O `Ali, four matters go waste: to eat after satiety, to

light a lamp in the moonlight, to seed in briny land, and to do favors to the

.undeserving

Responding to Kind Acts

When Almighty Allah blesses one of His servants with gifts and blessings, the servant
must undertake their responsibility through spending more and offering more acts of
kindness. Naturally, people will betake themselves to those upon whom Almighty Allah
has conferred open boons and disturb them with requests. As a result, much pressure
and stress will be caused to these wealthy people. Treating this situation, the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) have maintained, as a regulation, that wealthy people must undergo the
burden of the graces they are enjoying and must endure such pressures by
responding to the requests of people. If they do so, this will conduce to the
permanence, stability, and continuity of these boons; otherwise, they will expose
these boons to elimination. To this fact and inescapable norm that is applicable to all

divine boons, the
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Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have called the attentions of the virtuous community from amongst

:their followers. Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is thus reported to have said

هِّللا هُمَْعِن  تْمَظُعَ  نْمَ 

هَمَْعِّنلا اوُم  _ يدِتَسْافَ هِْیَلإِ ; سِاَّنلا  هَُنؤُمَ  تَّْدتَشْإ  هِْیلَعَ 

نْمَ َّلقَفَ  لِاوََّزلِل ، اهَوضُِّرعَُت  لاَوَ  هَِنؤُْمَْلا ، لِامَِتحْاِب 

.هِْیَلإِ دَوعُتَ  نْأَ  تْدَاکَفَ  هُمَْعِّنلا  هُْنعَ  تَْلازَ 

The more graces Almighty

.Allah confers upon someone, the more people move towards him with requests

Therefore, make graces permanent for yourself by means of bearing the burdens

caused to you by people). Do not expose these graces to elimination, because)

it rarely happens that graces, which have been removed from someone, are

(given back to him. (1

,Aban ibn Taghlib has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said to Husayn al-Sahhaf

هُّللا رَهَاظَ  امَ  نُْیسَحُ ، ایَ 

نْمَفَ سِاَّنلا ، هََنؤُمَ  هِْیلَعَ  رَهَاظَ  یَّتحَ  مَعَِّنلا  دٍِْبعَ  یلَعَ 

هِْیلَعَ هِمِعَِن  یِف  هُّللا  هُدَازَ  مْهِِنأْشَِب  مَاقَوَ  مْهَُل  رَبَصَ 

لَازَأَ مْهِِنأْشَِب  مْقُیَ  مَْلوَ  مْهَُل  رِْبصْیَ  مَْل  نْمَوَ  مْهُدَْنعِ ،

.هَمَْعِّنلا کَْلِت  هُْنعَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  هُّللا 

O Husayn, whenever

Almighty Allah abundantly graces someone, He overburdens him with requests of
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people. Hence, he who treats them patiently and responds to their requests

will be graced more by Almighty Allah because of them, but he who neither

treats them patiently nor responds to their requests, Almighty Allah will

(remove those graces from him. (2
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:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

ِّلکُ یِف  یَلاعَتَ  َّنإِ اللهِ 

رََّصقَ نْمَوَ  اهَْنِم ، هُّللا  هُدَازَ  هُاَّدأَ  نْمَفَ  اًقّحَ ، هٍمَْعِن 

.هِِتمَْعِن لِاوَزَِب  رَطَاخَ 

,In each and every grace

there is a duty to be carried out towards Almighty Allah. If one carries out

that duty, Almighty Allah will increase that grace from him, but if one fails

(to fulfill it, one will risk permanence of that grace. (1

َّنإِ

اهَُّرقُِیفَ دِابَعِْلا ، عِِفانَمَِل  مِعَِّنلاِب  مْهُُّصتَخْیَ  اًدابَعِ  اللهِ 

َّمُث مْهُْنِم  اهَعَزََن  اهَوعُنَمَ  اذَإِفَ  اهَوُلذََب ، امَ  مْهِیدِْیأَ  یِف 

.مْهِرِْیغَ یَلإِ  اهََلَّوحَ 

There are certain servants of Almighty Allah who are

graced exclusively, in order to benefit other servants. He therefore makes

these graces unwavering in their hands as long as they give generously. But

if they refrain, Almighty Allah will deprive them of these graces and

(transfer them to other servants. (2

Appreciation of Favors and Kind Acts

When Almighty Allah endues a servant of Him with a favor directly or through another
servant who acts kindly towards him and does him a favor, then it is necessary for the
servant to appreciate this boon and favor. Being thankful for favors makes their flow
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continuous for the grateful, while ingratitude causes favors to fade away. One of the
best varieties of thanksgiving is to do favors to others, to act kindly towards them, to

.thank the Munificent Lord, and to thank His charitable servants

:Muhammad ibn `Ajlan has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

.مِعَِّنلا رَاوَجِ  اوُنسِحْأَ 

Remain in the neighborhood

.of blessings
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.How can we remain in the neighborhood of graces?” asked the reporter“

,Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) answered

اهَِب مَعَْنأَ  نْمَِل  رُکُّْشلا 

.اهَِقوقُحُ ءُادَأَوَ 

By thanking those who have

favored you with those blessings and fulfilling your duties towards these

(favors. (1

Dawud ibn Sarhan has reported that he, along with others, was in the presence of
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) when Sadir al-Sayrafi entered, offered a salutation, and sat down.

,The Imam (‘a) then said to him

لُامَ رَُثکَ  امَ  رُیدِسَ ، ایَ 

نْإِفَ هِْیلَعَ ، یَلاعَتَ  هَُّجحُْلا اللهِ  تِرَُثکَ  َّلاإِ  ُّطقَ  دٍحَأَ 

.اوُلعَْفافَ مْکُسِفُْنأَ  نْعَ  اهََنوعُفَدْتَ  مُْترْدِقَ 

O Sadir, the more riches

one may hold, the stronger will be Almighty Allah’s argument against him. If

.you can, try to repel this argument against yourself

?” O son of Allah’s Messenger!” asked Sadir, “How can we repel it“

,The Imam (‘a) answered

ءِاضَقَِب

رُیدِسَ ایَ  مَعَِّنلا  اوَُّقلَتَ  مْکُِلاوَْمأَ … نِْم  مْکُِناوَخْإِ  جِِئاوَحَ 

اومُعِْنأَوَ مْکُْیلَعَ ، مَعَْنأَ  نْمَ  اورُکُشْاوَ  اهَِترَوَاجَُم ، نِسْحُِب 
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مُْتْبجَوْتَسْإ کَِلذَکَ  مُْتْنکُ  اذَإِ  مْکَُّنإِفَ  مْکُرَکَشَ ، نْمَ  یلَعَ 

نِْئَل : ) هَحَصَانَمُْلا مُکُِناوَخْإِ  نِْموَ  هَدَایَِّزلا ، اللهِا  نَِم 

(. مْکَُّندَیزِلأَ مُْترْکَشَ 

You can repel it by means of spending your wealth to fulfill the

requests of your brothers-in-faith. O Sadir, receive graces by means of remaining

in their neighborhood. Thank those who have bestowed you with graces, and

,bestow upon those who have thanked you with graces, for if you do all that

then you will deserve increase of graces from Almighty Allah and sincerity

from your brothers-in-faith. Hence, Almighty Allah says, “If you are

(grateful, I shall certainly give you more. (14:7)” (2
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Falling under the same regulation, to reward an act of kindness with a similar act or
with even a doubly better act, or with a prayer of goodness and excellent reward for

.the doer of that act of kindness is another way of appreciating favors

:The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

كَافَکَ

لَوقُتَ نْأَ  اًفورُْعمَ  کَْیَلإِ  يدَسْأَ  اذَإِ  کَیخِأَ  یلَعَ  کَِئانَثَِب 

سِِلجْمَْلا یِف  وَهُ  سَْیَلوَ  رَکِذُ  اذَإِوَ  اًرْیخَ ، اللهُا  كَازَجَ  هَُل :

.هُتَأْفَاکَ دْقَ  تَْنأَ  اًذإِفَ  .اًرْیخَ  اللهُا  هُازَجَ  لَوقُتَ : نْأَ 

It is sufficient commendation to say to your brother-in-faith who has

done you a favor, “May Allah reward you with goodness.” When a reference to

,him is made in a session from which he is absent, it is sufficient to say

May Allah reward him with goodness.” If you do so, you will have rewarded“

(him adequately. (1

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have thus encouraged showing gratitude for favors and
disapproved of ingratitude. In this respect, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have

:said

لُجَُّرلا فِورُْعمَْلا … لِیِبسَ  یعِطِاقَ  اللهُا  نَعََل 

نْأَ نِْم  هُُبحِاصَ  عُِنتَمْیَفَ  هُرُفُکْیَفَ ، فُورُْعمَْلا  هِْیَلإِ  عُنَصُْی 

.هِرِْیغَ یَلإِ  کَِلذَ  عَنَصْیَ 

…May Allah curse the interrupters of the way to favors

This is when the one whom has been done a favor does not show gratitude. As a
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result, the one who has done the favor will stop doing any further favor to

(anyone else. (2
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:He (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

اًفورُْعمَ هِْیَلإِ  یَِتأُ  نْمَ 

لْعَْفیَ مَْل  نْإِفَ  هِْیلَعَ ، نِْثُیْلفَ  زَجَعَ  نْإِفَ  هِِب ، ئِْفاکَُیْلفَ 

.هَمَْعِّنلا رَفَکَ  دْقَفَ 

Whoever receives a favor

must return it. If he is incapable of doing so, he must then thank for it. If

(he does not, he has been ungrateful. (1

Ammar al-Dahni is reported to have said that he heard Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (`Ali`
:ibn al-Husayn) (‘a) saying

َّنإِ

لُوقُیَ .رٍوکُشَ  دٍْبعَ  َّلکُ  ُّبحُِیوَ  نٍیزِحَ ، بٍْلقَ  َّلکُ  ُّبحُِی  اللهَا 

: هِمَایَقِْلا مَوْیَ  هِدِیِبعَ  نِْم  دٍْبعَِل  یَلاعَتَوَ  كَرَابَتَ  اللهُا 

مَْل لُوقُیَفَ : .ِّبرَ  ایَ  کَُترْکَشَ  لَْب  لُوقُیَفَ : اًنلاَُف ؟ تَرْکَشَأَ 

.سِاَّنلِل مْکُرُکَشْأَ  مْکُرُکَشْأَ اللهِ  هُرْکُشْتَ … مَْل  نْإِ  یِنرْکُشْتَ 

Verily, Almighty Allah loves sympathetic people and His

grateful servants. Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, will ask one of His

servants on the Day of Resurrection, “Have you thanked so-and-so?” The

servant will answer, “No, but I have thanked You, O Lord, instead!” The Lord

will say, “As long you have not thanked him, this means that you have not

(thanked Me!” The most thankful to Almighty Allah are also thankful to people. (2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 467 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_268_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_268_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Fulfillment of Duties towards Others

Point

The second aspect of doing favors to others is to carry out the duties that Almighty

Allah has made obligatory upon Muslims towards each other and towards the faithful
believers. Let us refer to another set of examples and applications that express the
superstructure of this aspect, not to forget that some of these are obligatory and

.others recommended
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Lenience with Companions

When one accompanies another on a journey or associates with him in a school or a
certain task, the two parties will be bound to observe certain duties towards each
other. According to these duties, they are required to be lenient with each other and
to do acts of kindness and favors to one another. These duties have been confirmed

(. in many traditions reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

َّلاإِ نِانَْثإ  بَحَطَصْإ  امَ 

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  امَهَُّبحَأَوَ  اًرجْأَ  امَهُمَظَعْأَ  نَاکَ 

.هِِبحِاصَِب امَهُقُفَرْأَ 

When two persons accompany

each other, the one who is more lenient with his companion than the other

(shall be the one of greater reward and the dearest to Almighty Allah. (1

Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), on the authority of his fathers, is reported to have quoted the Holy
:Prophet (S) as saying

اذَإِ

هََثلاََث هِْیلَعَ  اومُیِقأَفَ  مْکُدُحَأَ  ضَرِمَفَ  رٍفَسَ  یِف  مُْتْنکُ 

.مٍاَّیأَ

When one of your companions in a journey feels sick, you

(must reside there for three days. (2

Granting the Brothers-in-Faith’s Requests

Another duty towards one’s brother-in-faith is to grant his requests, because this is
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one of the general duties of Muslims towards each other. Many traditions, reported
from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), have confirmed the recommendation of such acts in general

and the abundant
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rewards obtained due to doing such acts, not to mention the positive and worldly
.fruits that are gained as a result of this act

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

دُرِتََل نَِمؤْمُْلا  َّنإِ 

اهَِب ُّمتَهْیَ  هُدَْنعِ ، نُوکُتَ  لاَفَ  هِیخِلأَِ  هُجَاحَْلا  هِْیلَعَ 

.هََّنجَْلا هِِّمهَِب  اللهُا  هُُلخِدُْیفَ  هُُبْلقَ ،

It happens that a faithful

believer feels upset because he cannot solve the problem of one of his

brethren-in-faith. Because of this feeling, Almighty Allah allows him into

(Paradise. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مٍِلسْمُِل مٌِلسُْم  یضَقَ  امَ 

لاَوَ کَُباوََث  َّیلَعَ  یَلاعَتَوَ : كَرَابَتَ  اللهُا  هُادَاَن  َّلاإِ  هًجَاحَ 

.هَِّنجَْلا نِودُِب  کََل  یضَرْأَ 

No Muslim grants the

,request of his brother-in-faith but that Allah, the Blessed and Exalted

calls upon him, “Your reward shall be identified by Me, and I shall not

(accept for you anything less than Paradise.” (2

Isma`il ibn `Ammar has reported that he once said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “Is it true
?” that a faithful believer is mercy for the other faithful believers

(. Yes, it is true,” answered Imam al-Sadiq (‘a“
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.How is that?” asked Isma`il“

,The Imam (‘a) answered

هُاخَأَ یتَأَ  نٍِمؤُْم  امَُّیأَ 

هِْیَلإِ اهَقَاسَ  اللهِا  نَِم  هٌمَحْرَ  کَِلذَ  امََّنإِفَ  هٍجَاحَ  یِف 

هَمَحَّْرلا لَِبقَ  دْقَ  نَاکَ  هُتَجَاحَ  یضَقَ  نْإِفَ  هَُل ، اهَبََّیسَوَ 

اهَِئاضَقَ یلَعَ  رُدِْقیَ  وَهُوَ  هِِتجَاحَ  نْعَ  هَُّدرَ  نْإِوَ  اهَِلوُبقَِب ،

اهَقَاسَ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  نَِم  هًمَحْرَ  هِسِْفَن  نْعَ  َّدرَ  امََّنإِفَ 

هَمَحَّْرلا کَْلِت  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  رَخََّداوَ  هَُل ، اهَبََّیسَوَ  هِْیَلإِ 

وَهُ هِِتجَاحَ  نْعَ  دُودُرْمَْلا  نَوکُیَ  یَّتحَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ  یَلإِ 

اهَفَرَصَ ءَاشَ  نْإِوَ  هِسِْفَن  یَلإِ  اهَفَرَصَ  ءَاشَ  نْإِ  هِیِف ، مَکِاحَْلا 

ایَ .هِسِْفَن  نْعَ  اهََّدرُیَ  نَْل  هَُّنأَ  نُقِْیتَسْأَ  هِرِْیغَ … یَلإِ 

اهَِئاضَقَ یلَعَ  رُدِْقیَ  هٍجَاحَ  یِف  هُوخُأَ  هُاتَأَ  نْمَ  لُیعِامَسْإِ ،

هُمَاهَْبإِ شُهَْنیَ  اًعاجَشَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  طََّلسَ  هَُل  اهَضِْقیَ  مْلَفَ 

.اًبَّذعَُم وْأَ  هَُل  اًروفُْغمَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  هِرِْبقَ  یِف 

Whenever one asks his

brother-in-faith for a request, this will be mercy carried and brought forth

by Almighty Allah to him. If he grants his brother-in-faith’s request, then

he will have accepted that mercy, but if he rejects to help him while he has

the power to do so, then he will have in fact rejected the mercy of Almighty

Allah Who has carried it and brought forth to him. Then, Almighty Allah will
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save this mercy up to the Day of Resurrection when the one rejected shall

judge about it. He will then have the right to take it for himself or to give

it to anyone else. However, I know for sure that he shall not hesitate to

take it for himself. O Isma`il, whoever rejects to grant his

brother-in-faith’s request while he has the power to do so, Almighty Allah

shall put him under the power of a serpent that will keep on biting him in

his grave from the thumb until the Day of Resurrection, whether he will be

(forgiven or tortured. (3
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is likewise reported to have said

هُاخَأَ لَأَسَ  نٍِمؤُْم  امَُّیأَ 

طََّلسَ اهَْنعَ  هَُّدرَفَ  اهَِئاضَقَ  یلَعَ  رُدِْقیَ  وَهُوَ  هًجَاحَ  نَِمؤْمُْلا 

.هِعِِباصَأَ نِْم  شُهَْنیَ  هِرِْبقَ  یِف  اًعاجَشَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

Any faithful believer who

rejects to grant his brother-in-faith’s request while he has the power to do

it, Almighty Allah shall put him under the power of a serpent that will keep

(on biting him in his grave from the fingers. (1
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Dispelling the Grief of a Faithful Believer

Another duty incumbent upon believers is to dispel the grief of one’s brothers-in-faith
.who are afflicted with a hardship or exposed to an ordeal or distress

:Zayd al-Shahham has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

نَِمؤْمُْلا هُاخَأَ  ثَاغَأَ  نْمَ 

حِاجََن یلَعَ  هَُناعَأَوَ  هُتََبرْکُ  سََّفنَفَ  هِدِهْجَ  دَْنعِ  نَافَهَّْللا 

نَیعِْبسَوَ نِْیتَْنِث  کَِلذَِب  هَُل  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  هِِتجَاحَ ،

رَْمأَ اهَِب  حُِلصُْی  هًدَحِاوَ  اهَْنِم  هَُل  لُِّجعَُی  اللهِا ، نَِم  هًمَحْرَ 

مِوْیَ عِازَْفلأَِ  هًمَحْرَ  نَیعِْبسَوَ  يدَحْإِ  هَُل  رُخَِّدیَوَ  هِِتشَیعِمَ ،

.هِِلاوَهْأَوَ هِمَایَقِْلا 

Whoever relieves the agony

of his aggrieved brother-in-faith, drives away his sorrows, and helps him

achieve his goal, Almighty Allah will record for him seventy-two items of His

mercy. One of them will improve his livelihood affairs, while the other

seventy-one items will be stored for him when he faces the horrors and

(terrors on the Day of Resurrection. (1

:Imam `Ali, the Commander of the Faithful (‘a), is reported to have said

بِوُنُّذلا تِارَاَّفکَ  نِْم 

.بِورُکْمَْلا نِعَ  سُیفِْنَّتلاوَ  فِوهُْلمَْلا  هَُثاغَإِ  مِاظَعِْلا 

To render relief to the
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(distressed and to help the oppressed make amends for great sins. (2
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Concealing the Flaws of Believers and Repelling Evil from them

Concealing the flaws, defects, and whatever sins their brothers-in-faith commit

secretly or inadvertently, and deny whatever wickedness is ascribed to them as long
as they refuse to admit it, and regard it as false accusation against them is another

.duty of Muslims

:In this respect, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has quoted Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

نْأَ نِِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَ  بُجِیَ 

.هًرَیِبکَ نَیعِْبسَ  هِْیلَعَ  رَُتسْیَ 

It is obligatory upon

faithful believers to conceal seventy great sins committed by their

(brothers-in-faith. (1

:In al-Ja`fariyyat, Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

یلَعَ اًنِمؤُْم  تُدْجَوَ  وَْل 

.یِبوْثَِب هُُترْتَسََل  هٍشَحِافَ 

Even if I find a believer

committing a sin, I will certainly conceal him with my dress (or with his

(. dress, according to another form of the tradition

Al-Qutb al-Rawandi, in his book of Lubb al-Albab, has reported the aforesaid
(statement of Imam `Ali (‘a) within a dialogue with the Holy Prophet (S). (2

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is also reported to have said

فَرِعَ نْمَ  سُاَّنلا ، اهَُّیأَ 

هِیِف نْعَمَسْیَ  لاَفَ  قٍیرِطَ  دِادَسَوَ  نٍیدِ  یِف  هًقَیِثوَ  هِیخِأَ  نِْم 
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، مُاهَِّسلا ئُطِخُْتوَ  یِماَّرلا  یِمرْیَ  دْقَ  هَُّنإِ  امَأَ  .لِاجَِّرلا  لَیوِاقَأَ 

.دٌیهِشَوَ عٌیمِسَ  اللهُاوَ  رُوُبیَ ، کَِلذَ  لُطِاَبوَ  مُلاَکَْلا ، لُیحُِیوَ 

.عَِباصَأَ عَُبرْأَ  َّلاإِ  لِطِابَْلاوَ  ِّقحَْلا  نَْیَب  سَْیَل  هَُّنإِ  امَأَ 

O people! If a person

knows his brother to be steadfast in faith and of correct ways, he should not

lend ear to what people may say about him. Sometimes, the bowman shoots

arrows but the arrow goes astray. Similarly, talk can be off the point. Its

wrong perishes, while Allah is the Hearer and the Witness. There is nothing

.between truth and falsehood except four fingers

p: 273

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:593, H. 1 [- 2 - ] 1
Sayyid al-Borujerdi, Jami` Ahadith al-Shi`ah 16:187, H. 2 3. In the same chapter, [- 3 - ] 2

.there is another number of traditions on the same topic
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He was asked the meaning of this whereupon he closed his fingers together and put
:them between his ear and eye, and said

لُطِابَْلا

.تُْیأَرَ لَوقُتَ : نْأَ  ُّقحَْلاوَ  .تُْعمِسَ  لَوقُتَ : نْأَ 

Falsehood is to say, “I have heard so.” The truth is to

(say, “I have seen it.” (1

Giving Sincere Advice to the Believers

Among the duties of believers towards each other are to give them sincere advice and
to act faithfully towards them. In this connection, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-
Kafi, has reported through a valid chain of authority that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) and Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) said

یلَعَ نِِمؤْمُْلِل  بُجِیَ 

.بَیغِمَْلاوَ دِهَشْمَْلا  یِف  هَُل  هُحَیصَِّنلا  نِِمؤْمُْلا 

It is obligatory upon

believers to act sincerely towards their brothers-in-faith, be they present

(or absent. (2

:It has been previously cited that the Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said

اللهِ هُحَیصَِّنلا … نُیِّدلا 

.نَیمِِلسْمُْلا هِعَامَجَِلوَ  نِیِّدلا  هَِّمِئلأَِوَ  هِِلوسُرَِلوَ 

Religion is to act

sincerely… towards Almighty Allah, His Messenger, the leaders of the

(religion, and the community of Muslims. (3
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p: 274

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 141 [- 1 - ] 1
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:549, S. 35, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 2
.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:549, S. 35, H. 7 [- 2 - ] 3
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:Through a valid chain of authority too, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

امَُّیأَ

اللهَا نَاخَ  دْقَفَ  هُحْصِانَُی  مْلَفَ  هِیخِأَ  هِجَاحَ  یِف  یشَمَ  نٍِمؤُْم 

.هَُلوسُرَوَ

Any believer who acts insincerely while he is trying to

solve the problem of his brother-in-faith, has in fact betrayed Almighty

(Allah and His Messenger. (1

Conceding Rights

Point

The third aspect in the topic of doing favors and acts of kindness to others is to
concede one’s rights to others and avoid demanding them with one’s rights. This is in
fact the most superior act of kindness and the most excellent exercise of courageous

will in the conduct of affairs, as

,expressed by the Holy Qur'an that states

روُمأُْلا مِزْعَ  نْمَِل  کَِلذَ  َّنإِ  رَفَغَوَ  رَبَصَ  نْمََلوَ 

But, indeed, if any show

patience and forgive, that would truly be an exercise of courageous will and

(resolution in the conduct of affairs. (42:43

Besides, the reward of forgiving and pardoning others is received directly from
:Almighty Allah

نَیمِِلاَّظلا ُّبحُِی  اَل  هَُّنإِ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  هُرُجْأَفَ  حَلَصْأَوَ  افَعَ  نْمَفَ  اهَُلْثِم  هٌئَِّیسَ  هٍئَِّیسَ  ءُازَجَوَ 
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The recompense for an

injury is an injury equal thereto (in degree): but if a person forgives and

makes reconciliation, his reward is due from Allah, for (Allah) loves not

(those who do wrong. (42:40

p: 275

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:596, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 1
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The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), who are reported to have said that conceding of rights is the most

excellent moral standard in this world and the Next World, have laid much emphasis

:on this point through a set of features to be mentioned hereinafter

Pardon and Forgiveness

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have emphasized pardoning and forgiving evildoers, especially
when one can punish them or regain one’s violated rights. As a result of pardoning the
evildoer, many advantages are gained; some are material that are gained in this
worldly life, others moral, and others in the Hereafter. Those will be great and
abundant. For each advantage, there are many traditions reported from the Ahl al-

(. Bayt (‘a

As for the worldly advantages, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain
:of authority that Ibn Fazzal quoted Imam al-Riza (‘a) as saying

ُّطقَ نِاتَئَِف  تْقَتَْلإ  امَ 

.اًوْفعَ امَهُمُظَعْأَ  رَصُِن  َّلاإِ 

,Whenever two parties meet

(victory shall definitely be for the more forgiving. (1

Similarly, Shaykh al-Kulayni reported Isma`il ibn Ziyad al-Sakuni to have quoted
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying that the Messenger of Allah (S) has said

َّنإِفَ وِْفعَْلاِب  مْکُْیلَعَ 

مُکَُّزعُِی اوْفَاعَتَفَ  اًزّعِ ، َّلاإِ  دَْبعَْلا  دُیزِیَ  وَْفعَْلا لاَ 

.اللهُا

,Adhere to pardoning

.because it increases in the servants (of Allah) nothing but dignity
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(Therefore, pardon each other so that Allah will confer dignity upon you. (2

p: 276

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:518, S. 112, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:519, S. 112, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2
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:Shaykh al-Saduq has reported the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

یقَْبأَ کِِلمَْلا  وُْفعَ 

.کِْلمُْلِل

The forgiveness of kings

(perpetuates their kingdoms. (1

:Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said

.رِفََّظلا هُاکَزَ  وُْفعَْلا 

Pardon is the tax of

(victory. (2

As for the moral results of pardoning, Sharif al-Razi, in Nahj al-Balaghah, has quoted
:Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

كَِّودُعَ یلَعَ  تَرْدَقَ  اذَإِ 

.هِْیلَعَ هِرَدْقُْلِل  اًرکْشُ  هُْنعَ  وَْفعَْلا  لِعَجْافَ 

If you overpower your

enemy, then pardon him by way of thankfulness to Allah, for being able to

(subdue him. (3

وِْفعَْلاِب سِاَّنلا  یَلوْأَ 

.هَِبوقُعُْلا یلَعَ  مْهُرُدَْقأَ 

The most capable of

(pardoning is he who is the most powerful to punish. (4
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These two words demonstrate the items of self-perfection that are gained due to
pardoning others while there is power to punish them. Pardoning others is a sort of
thanking Almighty Allah for bestowing the pardoner the power to punish. It is also a
feature that distinguishes the pardoner from others and gives him preference over

.the others

-As for the great reward and return of pardoning, the Ahl al

p: 277

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:519, S. 112, H. 5 [- 3 - ] 1
.Nahj al-Balaghah, Saying No. 211 [- 4 - ] 2

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Saying No. 11 [- 5 - ] 3

.Nahj al-Balaghah, Saying No. 52 [- 2 - ] 4
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Bayt (‘a) have explained the abundant reward that shall be given exclusively to the
people of forbearance and forgiveness on the Day of Resurrection. In this respect,

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) has quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

اذَإِ

عُمِسُْی امَکَ  مْهُرَخِآ  عُمِسُْی  دٍانَُم  يدِانَُی  هِمَایَقِْلا  مُوْیَ  نَاکَ 

نَِم قٌُنعُ  مُوقُیَفَ  لِضْفَْلا ؟ لُهْأَ  نَْیأَ  لُوقُیَفَ : مْهَُلَّوأَ ،

اذَهَ مْکُُلضْفَ  امَ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : هُکَِئلاَمَْلا  مُهُُلِبْقتَسْیَفَ  سِاَّنلا 

ایَْنُّدلا یِف  انَْیلَعَ  لُهَجُْی  اَّنکُ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : هِِب ؟ مُْتیدِوُن  يذَِّلا 

اللهِا نَِم  دٍانَُم  يدِانَُیفَ  .وفُْعنَفَ  انَْیَلإِ  ءُاسَُیوَ  لُمِحْنَفَ ،

هََّنجَْلا اوُلخُدْیَِل  مْهُلَیِبسَ  اوُّلخَ  يدِابَعِ ، قَدَصَ  یَلاعَتَ :

.بٍاسَحِ رِْیغَِب 

On the Day of Resurrection, a caller will call out in

such a loud voice that the last ranks will hear as clearly as the first

ranks, “Where are the people of preference?” A group of people will then

stand up. While receiving them, the angels will ask, “What is this preference

,that distinguished you from the others through this call?” They will answer

In our worldly lives, we used to endure the annoyance that was directed to“

us and we used to pardon those who maltreated us.” Then, a caller from the

side of Almighty Allah will call out, “True are My servants! Make them a way

(to enter Paradise without calling them to account.” (1

Acceptance of Apologies
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To accept the apology of an individual who had committed an offensive deed and then
.apologized is an act of kindness and an expression of relinquishing rights

Shaykh al-Saduq, in man-la-yahzuruhu’l-faqih, has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a),
on the authority of his

p: 278

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:520, S. 112, H. 10 [- 3 - ] 1
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fathers, reported the following statement within the Holy Prophet’s instructive will to
(: Imam `Ali (‘a

مَْل نْمَ  ُّیِلعَ ، ایَ 

لْنَیَ مَْل  اًبذِاکَ ، وْأَ  نَاکَ  اًقدِاصَ  اًرذْعُ ، لٍِّصنَتَُم  نِْم  لْبَْقیَ 

.یِتعَافَشَ

O

Ali, he who rejects the apology of any one apologizing, be he truthful or`

(untruthful, will be deprived of my Intercession (on the Day of Resurrection). (1

In his instructive will to his son Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah, Imam `Ali (‘a) is
:reported to have said

یلَعَ كَاخَأَ  مْرِصْتَ  لاَ 

اًرذْعُ هَُل  َّلعََل  بٍاتَْعِتسْإ ، نَودُ  هُْعطَْقتَ  لاَوَ  بٍایَِترْإ ،

وْأَ نَاکَ  اًقدِاصَ  اًرذْعُ  لٍِّصنَتَُم  نِْم  لْبَْقإِ  .هِِب  مُوُلتَ  تَْنأَوَ 

.هُعَافََّشلا کََلانَتَفَ  اًبذِاکَ 

Do not desert your friend

due to suspicion and do not leave him before you tell him why. Perchance, he

,has an excuse for your annoyance. Accept the apology of any one apologizing

(be he truthful or untruthful, so that you will win the Intercession. (2

In Rawzat al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported that Imam al-Riza (‘a) quoted
,Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (Zayn al-`Abidin) (‘a) as saying to his son

نْعَ لٌجُرَ  کَمَتَشَ  نْإِ 
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کَْیَلإِ رَذَتَعْافَ  كَرِاسَیَ  نْعَ  کَْیَلإِ  لََّوحَتَ  َّمُث  کَِنیمِیَ 

.هُرَذْعُ لْبَْقافَ 

If one reviles you while on

your right side, and then turns to your left side and apologizes, you should

(accept his apology. (3

It is noticeable that the three previously mentioned traditions have come in the form
of instructive wills by the Holy Infallibles (‘a) to their sons or family members. This

p: 279

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:533, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 8:553, H. 2 [- 2 - ] 2
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may prove that the deed of accepting apologies is considered the highest rank of self-
.perfection

Granting the Insolvent Debtor a Delay or Acquitting him of Payment

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have urged their followers to grant the debtors, who experience
harsh circumstances that prevent them from paying back their debts, a delay or
extension of time to pay, because this is one of the religiously commissioned duties
which the Holy Qur'an has emphasized. It would however be better to remit such

.debtors from repaying their debts by changing the debt into charity

,In this respect, the Holy Qur'an reads

نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  اوُقَّدصَتَ  نْأَوَ  هٍرَسَْیمَ  یَلإِ  هٌرَظِنَفَ  هٍرَسْعُ  وذُ  نَاکَ  نْإِوَ 

If the debtor is in a

difficulty, grant him time until it is easy for him to repay. But if you

(remit it by way of charity, that is best for you if you only knew. (2:280

Many traditions have been validly reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) confirming this
.feature in various styles

Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi-`Abdullah has reported that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) narrated the`
:following

On one hot day, the Messenger of Allah (S) bent his palm and said, “Which one of you
?” wishes to be protected from Hellfire

.We all do,” they answered“

The Holy Messenger (s) repeated this question three times and they repeated the
:same answer each time. Then, he said

p: 280
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وْأَ اًم  _ يرِغَ رَظَْنأَ  نْمَ 

.رَسِْعمُْلا كَرَتَ 

He that respites a“

.” debtor or remits an insolvent one will be shaded against the Hellfire

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) then added

Abdullah ibn Ka`b ibn Malik has narrated that his father once detained a debtor in`
the mosque. The Holy Messenger (s) came towards the two and then entered his
house while they were still sitting there. He then went out at midday, exposed his veil,

?” and said, “O Malik, are you, along with your debtor, still sitting

!” Yes, we are,” my father answered, “May Allah accept my parents as ransom for you“

Then, the Holy Messenger (s) extended his hand and asked my father to take half of
the amount that was in his palm. My father did and said, “May Allah accept my parents

!” as ransom for you

The Holy Messenger (s) then asked me to surrender the other half of the amount so
that the debtor would be freed from repaying that debt. My father then took half of

(the amount and surrendered the other half. (1

:Mu`awiyah ibn `Ammar has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

اللهُا هَُّلظُِی  نْأَ  دَارَأَ  نْمَ 

؟ هُُّلظِ َّلاإِ  َّلظِ  مَوْیَ لاَ 

Which one of you wishes to

be shaded by the shade of Allah on the day when there shall be no shade

?except His

The Imam (‘a) repeated this question three times, but people were too diffident to
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,answer. However, he said thereafter

p: 281
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رْظِْنُیْلفَ

.هِِّقحَ نِْم  هَُل  عْدَیَِل  وْأَ  اًرسِْعُم 

He that respites a

(debtor or remits his right to him will be so.(1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have narrated the following

اللهُا یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  دَعِصَ 

هِْیلَعَ ینَْثأَوَ  اللهَا  دَمِحَفَ  مٍوْیَ  تَاذَ  رَبَْنمِْلا  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ 

.بَِئاغَْلا مُکُْنِم  دُهِاَّشلا  غِِلْبُیِل  سُاَّنلا ، اهَُّیأَ  لَاقَ : َّمُث 

یِف َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ  هَُل  نَاکَ  اًرسِْعُم  رَظَْنأَ  نْمَوَ  لاَأَ 

.هُیَِفوْتَسْیَ یَّتحَ  هِِلامَ  لِْثمِِب  هٌقَدَصَ  مٍوْیَ  ِّلکُ 

One day, the Messenger of

Allah (s) climbed the minbar and, after praising Almighty Allah, said, “O

people, let the present inform the absent of this. Whoever grants respite to

an insolvent debtor, alms as much as his money will be recorded for him by

.Almighty Allah every day until he receives his debt in full

,Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) then added

نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  مْکَُل  رٌْیخَ  اوُقَّدصَتَ  نْأَوَ  هٍرَسَْیمَ  یَلإِ  هٌرَظِنَفَ  هٍرَسْعُ  وذُ  نَاکَ  نْإِوَ 

If the debtor is in a

difficulty, grant him time until it is easy for him to repay. But if you

(remit it by way of charity, that is best for you if you only knew. (2:280
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هَُّنإِ

.مْکَُل رٌْیخَ  وَهُفَ  هِْیلَعَ ، مْکَُل  امَِب  هِْیلَعَ  اوُقَّدصَتَفَ  رٌسِْعُم 

This means that if you remit the insolvent debtor from

(the amount that he owes you, then this will be best for you. (2

Reprieving the Dead and the Alive from Debts

One of the most favorable sorts of alms and the highest degree of charity is to acquit
,the debtors, especially the dead

p: 282

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:546, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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from the debts that they failed to repay. By thus doing, the debtors are done double
charity by lending them money or by acquitting them from repaying the creditor’s

.due

This sort of charity and condescension of rights has been highlighted by the Ahl al-
.Bayt (‘a) through many traditions

Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has reported that Hasan ibn Khunays said to Imam al-
Sadiq (‘a), “A man who has died owed `Abd al-Rahman ibn Sayyabah an amount, but
when we begged `Abd al-Rahman to release the dead man from that debt, he

.” rejected

,The Imam (‘a) commented

َّنأَ مُلَْعیَ  امَأَ  هُحَْیوَ !

هُْلِّلحَُی مَْل  اذَإِفَ  هُلََّلحَ ، اذَإِ  هًرَشَعَ  مٍهَرْدِ  ِّلکُِب  هَُل 

.مٍهَرْدِ لَدََب  مٌهَرْدِ  هَُل  امََّنإِفَ 

Woe to him! He should have

known that he would be given ten Dirhams for each Dirham if he released the

dead man from that debt, but he would gain a single Dirham for each Dirham if

(he did not. (1

Mu`attab is reported to have said that Muhammad ibn Bishr al-Washsha' once visited
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and asked him to mediate between him and Shihab to grant him
respite to the end of that season, for he owed Shihab one hundred Dinars. The Imam

(‘a) sent some people to invite Shihab to be present before him. When Shihab came,
the Imam (‘a) said to him, “You already have an idea about the condition of
Muhammad who is our adherent. He has told me that he owes you one thousand
Dinars, which he has not used up on his stomach or private parts; rather, it has been

used up as debts on others and deposits he had put with others. I
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.” will therefore be glad if you release him from repaying this amount to you

Shihab answered, “It seems that you are one of those who claim that the rewards of
the debtor will be given to the creditor as compensation of his due in the debtor’s

!” liability

.” Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) replied, “Yes, I do claim so according to what I have received

,The Imam (‘a) then added

نِْم لُدَعْأَوَ  مُرَکْأَ  اللهُا 

هَِّرقَْلا هِلَْیَّللا  یِف  مُوقُیَفَ  هُدُْبعَ  هِْیَلإِ  بََّرقَتَیَ  نْأَ 

َّمُث تِْیبَْلا  اذَهَِب  فُوطُیَوَ  ِّراحَْلا  مِوْیَْلا  یِف  مُوصُیَوَ 

ئُِفاکَُی رٌیِثکَ  لٌضْفَ  نْکَِلوَ اللهِ  هُاطَْعُتفَ ، کَِلذَ  هُُبُلسْیَ 

.نَِمؤْمُْلا

Almighty Allah is too

,generous to deprive a servant (of Him), who worships Him on chilly nights

observes fasting for His sake on burning days, and circumambulates this

House, of his rewards and transfers them to you! Nay! Almighty Allah has

.innumerable rewards with which He awards the believers

Upon hearing this, Shihab declared that he would release

(Muhammad from that debt. (1

Precedence to Charity

Point
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The fourth aspect of kindness and favor is that a believer must precede others in
doing acts of kindness and deeds of favor. This precedence in charity can be attained
when man takes the initiative in doing kind acts and favors to people, while its highest
rank is achieved when man does favors to those who maltreat, wrong, or rupture
relations with him. This sort of kindness is expressed as rewarding evil with good. In

conclusion, there are two levels of precedence

p: 284

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:548, H. 2 [- 1 - ] 1
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to charity. The first is to take the initiative to doing acts of kindness and the second is
.to reward evil with good

Spending and Kind Acts

To spend on one’s friends, brothers-in-faith, and Muslims in general, be it by way of
charity or gift, is regarded as one of the financial acts of kindness to be practiced as a
recommendation. In the word of Imam `Ali (‘a), such deeds protect against shameful

death. (1) Much emphasis has been laid by the Holy

,Qur'an on spending. For instance, Almighty Allah says

نَوُّبحُِت اَّمِم  اوقُفِْنُت  یَّتحَ  َّرِبْلا  اوُلانَتَ  نَْل 

By no means shall you

(attain righteousness unless you give freely of that which you love. (3:92

Many other traditions, reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), have highlighted the
recommendation, significance, and results of giving alms and doing charitable acts.

:For instance, the Holy Imams (‘a) are reported to have said

p: 285

Imam `Ali (‘a) is reported to have said, The best means by which seekers of [- 2 - ] 1
nearness to Allah, the Glorified and Exalted, seek nearness (to Him) is, by believing in
Him and His Prophet (S). They fight in His cause for it is the high pinnacle of Islam.
They establish prayer for it is the basis of community. They pay zakat for it is a
compulsory obligation. They fast during the month of Ramazan for it is the shield
against chastisement. They perform Hajj and `Umrah of the House of Allah for these
two acts banish poverty and wash away sins. They regard kinship highly for it
increases wealth and life. They give alms secretly for it covers shortcomings. They
give alms openly for it protects against a bad death. They extend benefits to people

(for it saves from positions of disgrace. (Nahj al-Balaghah, Sermon No. 110
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یضِْقتَ هَقَدََّصلا  َّنإِ 

.هِکَرَبَْلاِب فُِلخُْتوَ  نَْیَّدلا 

Almsgiving helps in

.settling the debts and increases blessing

َّنإِ

.ءِوُّسلا هَتَیِم  عُفَدْتَ  هَقَدََّصلا 

.Almsgiving dispels bad death

ُّرِبْلا

.رِمْعُْلا یِف  نَادَیزِیَوَ  رَْقفَْلا  نِایَفِْنیَ  هُقَدََّصلاوَ 

Charity and almsgiving drive out poverty and extend the

.span of life

َّنإِ

.دَازَ امَفَ  فٍْلأَ  هَِئاِم  یَلإِ  هًرَشَعَ  هِدَحِاوَْلاِب  یطِْعُیَل  اللهَا 

For one act of charity, Almighty Allah rewards ten to one

.hundred thousand fold and even more

اوُلزِْنتَسْإِ

.هِقَدََّصلاِب قَزِّْرلا 

.Increase sustenance by means of almsgiving

َّنإِ

ِّبَّرلا دِیَ  یِف  عَقَتَ  یَّتحَ  لِِئاَّسلا  دِیَ  یِف  عُقَتَ  امَ  هَقَدََّصلا 
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.هُُللاَجَ َّلجَ 

Alms do not reach the hand of the beggar before falling

.in the Hand of the All-majestic Lord

ضُرْأَ

.هُُّلظُِت هُتَقَدَصَ  َّنإِفَ  نِِمؤْمُْلا ، ِّلظِ  لاَخَ  امَ  رٌاَن  هِمَایَقِْلا 

The land of the Resurrection is entirely fire, except the

shade of the faithful believers, because their alms shall cast a shadow over

.them

هُقَدََّصلا

.رِاَّنلا نَِم  هٌَّنجُ 

.Almsgiving is protection against Hellfire

اووُادَ

.هِقَدََّصلاِب مْکُاضَرْمَ 

.Cure your patients with alms

لاَ

نُسِحُْی لٍاصَخِ : عَُبرْأَ  هِیِف  نَوکُیَ  یَّتحَ  دِْبعَْلا  نُامَ  _ يإِ لُمُکْیَ 

جُرِخُْیوَ هِِلوْقَ ، نِْم  لَضْفَْلا  کُسِمُْیوَ  هُسُْفَن ، وخُسْتَوَ  هُقَُلخُ ،

.هِِلامَ نِْم  لَضْفَْلا 

The faith of any servant (of Almighty Allah) does not

,attain perfection before he or she enjoys four features: (1) good manners
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generosity, (3) abstinence from extra speech, and (4) over-spending of ( 2)

(money. (1

p: 286
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Owing to the importance of this topic, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have treated its various
aspects and manners in detail through many traditions that can be referred to in

:books of traditions. They have also highlighted the following instructions

.The only intention of almsgiving must be to seek nearness to Almighty Allah . 1

.It is necessary to give alms, be it little or much . 2

.Avoid rejecting any beggar . 3

.Initiate giving secret alms . 4

.Give alms on certain times . 5

Almsgiving precedes being rewarded, compared to other recommended acts of . 6
.worship

.Treat all creatures, including animals with charity—yet in different ways . 7

(It is more favorable to give alms to relatives. (1 . 8

Public charity and spending occupy a major portion in the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt
(. (‘a

:In this regard, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نَیمِِلسْمُْلا ءِاقََب  نِْم  َّنإِ 

اهَیِف فُرِْعیَ  نْمَ  دَْنعِ  لُاوَْملأَا  رَیصِتَ  نْأَ  مِلاَسْلإِا  ءِاقََبوَ 

ءِانَفَوَ مِلاَسْلإِا  ءِانَفَ  نِْم  َّنإِوَ  فَورُْعمَْلا ، عُنَصْیَوَ  َّقحَْلا 

اهَیِف فُرِْعیَ  نْمَ لاَ  يدِْیأَ  یِف  لُاوَْملأَا  رَیصِتَ  نْأَ  نَیمِِلسْمُْلا 

.فَورُْعمَْلا اهَیِف  عُنَصْیَ  لاَوَ  َّقحَْلا 

A reason for the
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perpetuation of Muslims and Islam is that the funds are kept in the hands of

people who have full awareness of their duties towards these funds and who do

favors and acts of kindness. However, a reason for the extinction of Muslims

and Islam is that funds are placed in the hands of those who neither have

acquaintance of their duties towards these funds nor do they do any act of

(kindness. (2

p: 287

.Refer to al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 6:255-336 [- 1 - ] 1
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:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

.هٌقَدَصَ فٍورُْعمَ  ُّلکُ 

Every

(act of kindness is alms. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

يوَسِ ءٌیْشَ  فُورُْعمَْلا 

هِلَصِوَ ِّرِبْلاِب  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  یَلإِ  اوُبَّرقَتَفَ  هِاکََّزلا ،

.مِحَِّرلا

A kind

act is different from zakat. Therefore, seek nearness to Almighty Allah by

(means of charity and building good relations with relatives. (2

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

عُِئانَصَ

لُهْأَوَ .هٌقَدَصَ  فٍورُْعمَ  ُّلکُوَ  .ءِوُّسلا  عَرِاصَمَ  یقِتَ  فِورُْعمَْلا 

لُهْأَوَ .هِرَخِلآا  یِف  فِورُْعمَْلا  لُهْأَ  مْهُ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  فِورُْعمَْلا 

لَُّوأَوَ .هِرَخِلآا  یِف  رِکَْنمُْلا  لُهْأَ  مْهُ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  رِکَْنمُْلا 

َّنإِوَ .فِورُْعمَْلا  لُهْأَ  هَِّنجَْلا  یَلإِ  لاًوخُدُ  هَِّنجَْلا  لِهْأَ 

.رِکَْنمُْلا لُهْأَ  رِاَّنلا  یَلإِ  لاًوخُدُ  رِاَّنلا  لِهْأَ  لََّوأَ 

Doing favors protects against violent death. Secret

almsgiving extinguishes the ire of the Lord. Regard of relatives prolongs the
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span of life. Every favor is charity. People of charity in this world will

also be the people of charity in the world to come. Similarly, people of evil

in this world will be the people of evil in the world to come. People of

charity will be the first to enter Paradise and people of evil will be the

(first to enter Hellfire. (3

p: 288

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:521, H. 2 [- 3 - ] 1
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Abu-Basir has reported that his companions and he mentioned something about the
wealthy Shi`ah in the presence of Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) who, as if he did not like what he

:had heard about them, said

ایَ

هَُل اًمیحِرَ  لاًوصُوَ  اًّیِنغَ  نُِمؤْمُْلا  نَاکَ  اذَإِ  دٍَّمحَُم : اَبأَ 

ِّرِبْلا یِف  قُفِْنُی  امَ  رَجْأَ  اللهُا  هُاطَعْأَ  هِِباحَصْأَ ، یَلإِ  فٌورُْعمَ 

کَِئَلوأُفَ احًِلاصَ  لَمِعَوَ  نَمَآ  نْمَ  اَّلإِ  یفَْلزُ  اَندَْـنعِ  مْکُُبِّرقَُت  یِتَّلاِب  مْکُدُاَلوْأَ  اَلوَ  مْکُُلاوَْمأَ  امَوَ  : ﴿ هِِباتـَکِ یِف  لُوقُیَ  اللهَا  َّنـَِلأ  نِْیفَْعضـِ ، نِْیتََّرمَ 
﴾ نَوُنِمآ تِافَرُغُْلا  یِف  مْهُوَ  اوُلمِعَ  امَِب  فِْعِّضلا  ءُازَجَ  مْهَُل 

O Abu-Muhammad, when a

,faithful believer is wealthy, seeking good relations with others, being merciful

and doing favors to his companions, then Almighty Allah will reward him two

fold as compensation for the charity he has shown towards others. This is

because Almighty Allah says in His Book: “It is not your wealth nor your sons

that will bring you nearer to Us in degree, but only those who believe and act

righteously; these are the ones for whom there is a multiplied reward for

(their deeds while secure they reside in the dwellings on high. (34:37)” (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نِِمؤْمُْلا هِیخِأَ  یَلإِ  لَصَوْأَ  نٍِمؤُْم  امَُّیأَ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  یَلإِ  کَِلذَ  لَصَوْأَ  دْقَفَ  اًفورُْعمَ 

.هِِلآوَ

Any faithful believer does a favor to his
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(brother-in-faith has in fact done it to the Messenger of Allah (S). (2
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Holding Public Banquets

Another feature of taking the lead to charity is to invite people to public banquets and
to serve people with food. For the importance of such banquets, Islam has made

them part of religious activities and penances. For instance, the penance of violating
certain religious obligations is to feed a certain number of people or to serve them

.with food

Islam has also recommended Muslims to invite people to public banquets on social
.ceremonies, such as marriage, return from a journey, and the like

Several traditions that are reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have mentioned the
merit and significance of this act. For instance, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported through

:a valid chain of authority to have said

قُِلخُْلا نُسْحُ  نِامَ  _ يلإِا نَِم 

.مِاعََّطلا مُاعَطْإِوَ 

Good manners and serving

(food to people are signs of true faith.(1

:According to another tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

مُاعَطْإِ تِایَجِْنمُْلا  نَِم 

سُاَّنلاوَ لِْیَّللاِب  هُلاََّصلاوَ  مِلاََّسلا  ءُاشَْفإِوَ  مِاعََّطلا 

.مٌایَِن

,To serve people with food

offer salutations, and offer prayers at night while others are asleep are

(within the redeeming things. (2

:Through a valid chain of authority too, Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said
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َّنإِ

.مِاعََّطلا مَاعَطْإِوَ  ءِامَِّدلا  قَارَهْإِ  ُّبحُِی  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا 

Indeed, Almighty Allah loves slaughtering animals (for

(providing people with meat) and offering food to people. (3
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According to another validly reported tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) reported his father
:(‘a) to have quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

قُزِّْرلا

.مِانََّسلا یِف  نِیِّکِّسلا  نَِم  مَاعََّطلا  مُعِطُْی  نْمَ  یَلإِ  عُرَسْأَ 

Sustenance is swifter to him who serves people with food

(than a knife to a hump. (1

Advancing Money to Brothers-in-Faith

The third feature of taking the lead to charity is to lend money to the brothers-in-faith
to satisfy their needs and save them from being humbled, render them relief, and put
an end to their adversities. The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) are reported to have urged this sort of

.kind act, preferred it to giving alms, and matched it to ritual prayers and fasting

Through a valid chain of authority too, Shaykh al-Kulayni has quoted Imam al-Sadiq
:(‘a) as saying

: هَِّنجَْلا بِاَب  یلَعَ  بٌوُتکْمَ 

.رَشَعَ هِیَِنامَثَِب  ضُرْقَْلاوَ  هٍرَشَعَِب  هُقَدََّصلا 

On the gate of Paradise, the following is inscribed: alms are rewarded tenfold and a
(loan eighteen. (2

:According to the report of Shaykh al-Saduq, the Holy Prophet (S) has said

، هٍرَشَعَِب هُقَدََّصلا 

هُلَصِوَ نَیرِشْعِِب ، نِاوَخْلإِا  هُلَصِوَ  رَشَعَ ، هِیَِنامَثَِب  ضُرْقَْلاوَ 

.نَیرِشْعِوَ هٍعََبرْأَِب  مِحَِّرلا 

,Alms are rewarded tenfold

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 512 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_291_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_291_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


a loan eighteen, regard of relations with brothers-in-faith twenty, and

(regard of relations with the relatives twenty-four. (3
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According to another report of Shaykh al-Kulayni, `Uqbah ibn Khalid has reported
that `Uthman ibn `Imran said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “I am a wealthy man and if some

people come to me begging, but it might not be the time of defraying the zakat. What

?” should I do

,The Imam (‘a) replied

هُقَدََّصلاوَ رَشَعَ ، هَیَِنامَثَِب  اَندَْنعِ  ضُرْقَْلا 

اًرسِوُم لُوقُتَ  امَکَ  تَْنکُ  اذَإِ  کَْیلَعَ  اذَامَوَ  هٍرَشَعَِب ،

نَِم اهَِب  تَْبسَتَحْإ  کَِتاکَزَ  نَاَّبإِ  نَاکَ  اذَإِفَ  هُتَْیطَعْأَ ؟

اللهِا دَْنعِ  هَُّدرَ  َّنإِفَ  هَُّدرُتَ  لاَ  نُامَْثعُ ، ایَ  .هِاکََّزلا 

.مٌیظِعَ

To us, a loan is

rewarded eighteen folds and all alms ten. What will harm you if you, claiming

being wealthy, give him? When the time of defraying the zakat comes, you can

reduce this amount from it. O `Uthman, never reject a beggar, because it is

(considered most grievous in the view of Almighty Allah. (1

Dutifulness to Believers

The fourth feature of taking the lead in charity is to treat the faithful believers
dutifully, to give pleasure to them, to be lenient with them, and to give presents to
them. Such acts entail more kindness and favor and take the lead in charity. Several

.traditions have encouraged such kind acts

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni reports Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali

:to have heard Imam al-Baqir (‘a) quoting the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

اًنِمؤُْم َّرسَ  نْمَ 
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.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّرسَ  دْقَفَ  یِنَّرسَ  نْمَوَ  یِنَّرسَ ، دْقَفَ 

Whoever gives pleasure to a faithful believer has in fact

given pleasure to me, and whoever gives pleasure to me has in fact given

(pleasure to Allah the Almighty and Majestic. (2
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:Al-Mufazzal ibn `Umar is reported to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

اذَإِ مْکُدُحَأَ  يرَیَ  لاَ 

لَْب طْقَفَ ، هُلَخَدْأَ  هِْیلَعَ  هَُّنأَ  اًرورُسُ  نٍِمؤُْم  یلَعَ  لَخَدْأَ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  یلَعَ  اللهِاوَ  لَْب  انَْیلَعَ ، اللهِاوَ 

.هِِلآوَ

If one of you gives

pleasure to a faithful believer, he must not feel that he has given pleasure

to that person only; rather, he has given pleasure to us and to the Messenger

(of Allah. I swear it by Allah. (1

:According to an authentic tradition, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

یَلإِ َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  یحوأ 

یِنیِتأْیََل يدِابَعِ  نِْم  دَْبعَْلا  َّنإِ  مُلاََّسلا : هِْیلَعَ  دَوُادَ 

ایَ مُلاََّسلا : هِْیلَعَ  دُوُادَ  لَاقَفَ  .یِتَّنجَ  هُحُیِبأُفَ  هِنَسَحَْلاِب 

نِِمؤْمُْلا يَدِْبعَ  یلَعَ  لُخِدُْی  لَاقَ : هُنَسَحَْلا ؟ کَْلِت  امَوَ  ِّبرَ ،

کَفَرَعَ نْمَِل  َّقحُ  ِّبرَ ، ایَ  دُوُادَ : لَاقَ  .هٍرَمْتَِب  وَْلوَ  اًرورُسُ 

.کَْنِم هُءَاجَرَ  عَطَْقیَ  َّلاأَ 

(Allah, the Glorified and Majestic, revealed to (Prophet) David (‘a

saying, “A servant of Mine may do a single good deed due to which I allow him

(to My Paradise.” “What is that good deed, O Lord?” Prophet David (‘a

asked. The Almighty Lord answered, “That good deed is to give pleasure to My
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(faithful servant, even by way of giving him a single date.” Prophet David (‘a

commented, “O Lord, he who knows You has the right not to stop having hope in

(You.” (2

:Jamil has reported that he heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying
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َّنإِ

نْإِوَ هِِناوَخْإِ  َّرِب  هُفَِّرعَُی  نْأَ  نَِمؤْمُْلا  هِِب  اللهُا  َّصخَ  اَّمِم 

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنأَ  کَِلذَوَ  هِرَْثکَْلاِب ، ُّرِبْلا  سَْیَلوَ  .َّلقَ 

نْمَوَ نَوحُِلْفمُْلا ،} مُهُ  کَِئَلوأُفَ  هِسِْفَن  َّحشـُ  قَوُی  نْمَوَ  : } لاـق مث  هٌصَاصـَخَ } مْهِِب  نَاکـَ  وَْلوَ  مْهِسـِفُْنأَ  یلَعَ  نَورُِثؤُْیوَ  : } هِِباتـَکِ یِف  لُوقُیَ 
هُفََّرعَ

كَرَابَتَ اللهُا  هَُّبحَأَ  نْمَوَ  هَُّبحَأَ ، کَِلذَِب  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا 

ایَ .بٍاسَحِ  رِْیغَِب  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هُرَجْأَ  هُاَّفوَ  یَلاعَتَوَ 

یِف بٌیغِرْتَ  هَُّنإِفَ  کَِناوَخْلإِ  ثَیدِحَْلا  اذَهَ  وِرْإِ  لُیمِجَ 

.ِّرِبْلا

One of the distinctive

features that Allah has given exclusively to a faithful believer is that He

makes him recognize and do charitable acts to his brothers-in-faith, even if it

be a trivial amount, because charity is not required to be very much. This is

because Almighty Allah says in His Book: “They give them preference over

themselves, even though poverty was their own lot.” He then says, “Those

saved from the covetousness of their own souls are the ones that achieve

prosperity. (59:9)” He whom Allah makes to recognize this fact has in fact

loved him, and he who is loved by Allah the Blessed and Exalted, shall be

given his reward perfectly on the Day of Resurrection without calling to

account. O Jamil, spread this discourse among your brothers-in-faith, because
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(it will arouse their desires to charitable. (1

Bakr ibn Muhammad is reported to have said that the majority of Imam al-Sadiq’s
instructions to us was focused on doing charitable acts and having regard for our

(brothers-in-faith. (2

:Sa`dan ibn Muslim has quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying
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هِیخِأَ هِجْوَ  نِْم  ذَخَأَ  نْمَ 

نْمَوَ تٍانَسَحَ ، رَشْعَ  هَُل  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  بَتَکَ  هًاذَقَ  نِِمؤْمُْلا 

.هٌنَسَحَ هَُل  تَْناکَ  هِیخِأَ  هِجْوَ  یِف  مََّسبَتَ 

Whoever removes a mole

from the face of his brother-in-faith shall be given ten rewards by Almighty

Allah, and whoever smiles in the face of his brother-in-faith will be given a

(reward. (1

:Zayd ibn Arqam has quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

امَ

َّلاإِ فٍطُْل  نِْم  ءٍیْشَِب  اللهِا  یِف  هُاخَأَ  فَطَْلأَ  دٌْبعَ  یِتَّمأُ  یِف 

.هَِّنجَْلا مِدَخَ  نْمَ  اللهُا  هُفَطَْلأَ 

No servant from my nation offers any item of kindness to

his brother-in-faith but that Almighty Allah shall certainly order the

(servants of Paradise to serve him. (2

Rewarding Evil with Good

The second level of taking the lead to charity is to reward evil with good, which is also
the second highest rank of charity. The carrying out of the obligatory duties is
considered the first of the highest ranks of charity, the foregoing of rights to others is
the second, and taking the initiative to doing charity is the third. Above all, rewarding
evil with good is considered the highest level of kindness and charity. Referring to this
level of charity, the Holy Qur'an has ascribed rewarding evil with good to the features
of the special believers. On more than one occasion, it has listed it with the obligatory

:duties of the Prophets
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رِاَّدلا یبَْقعُ  مْهَُل  کَِئَلوأُ  هَئَِّیَّسلا  هِنَسَحَْلاِب  نَوءُرَدْیَوَ  هًیَِنالَعَوَ  ارسِ  مْهُانَْقزَرَ  اَّمِم  اوقُفَْنأَوَ  هَالََّصلا  اوُماقَأَوَ  مْهِِّبرَ  هِجْوَ  ءَاغَِتْبا  اورُبَصَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

Those who patiently

,persevere, seeking the countenance of their Lord, establish regular prayers

spend out of the gifts We have bestowed for their sustenance secretly and

openly, and turn off evil with good: for such there is the final attainment

(of the eternal home. (13:22) (3
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Several traditions have been reported from the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) highlighting this trait
and considering it to be the best and highest of all nobilities. These traditions have
also referred to a number of models and examples by which man may pass,

.embodying this virtuous trait

Though a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported that Imam al-Sadiq
,(‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying in one of his sermons

رِْیخَِب مْکُرُِبخْأُ  لاَأَ 

نْمَ لُصِتَوَ  کَمَلَظَ  نَّْمعَ  وُْفعَْلا  هِرَخِلآاوَ ؟ ایَْنُّدلا  قِِیلاَخَ 

.کَمَرَحَ نْمَ  ءُاطَعْإِوَ  کَْیَلإِ  ءَاسَأَ  نْمَ  یَلإِ  نُاسَحْلإِاوَ  کَعَطَقَ 

May I teach you the

excellent morals in this world and the Next? They are: to pardon him who

wronged you, to show regard to him who disregarded you, to do good to him who

(maltreated you, and to give him who deprived you. (1

According to another tradition that is validly reported from Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali,
:he said that he heard Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) saying

هِمَایَقِْلا مُوْیَ  نَاکَ  اذَإِ 

دٍیعِصَ یِف  نَیرِخِلآاوَ  نَیِلَّولأَا  یَلاعَتَوَ  كَرَابَتَ  اللهُا  عَمَجَ 

قٌُنعُ مُوقُیَفَ  لِضْفَْلا ؟ لُهْأَ  نَْیأَ  دٍانَُم : يدِانَُی  َّمُث  دٍحِاوَ ،

نَاکَ امَوَ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : هُکَِئلاَمَْلا  مُهُاَّقلَتَتَفَ  سِاَّنلا  نَِم 

نْمَ یطِْعُنوَ  انَعَطَقَ ، نْمَ  لُصَِن  اَّنکُ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : مْکُُلضْفَ ؟

، مُْتْقدَصَ مْهَُل : لُاقَُیفَ  .انَمَلَظَ  نَّْمعَ  وفُْعَنوَ  انَمَرَحَ ،

.هََّنجَْلا اوُلخُدْأُ 
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,On the Day of Resurrection

Allah the Blessed and Exalted will gather the ancient and the late

generations on the same highland and a caller will call out, “Where are the

people of preference?” A group of people will then stand up. While receiving

them, the angels will ask, “Why are you given preference?” They will

answered, “In our worldly lives, we used to build good relations with those

who ruptured their relations with us, give those who deprived us, and pardon

those who wronged us.” Then, it will be said to them, “True are you! Enter Paradise.”
((2
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Muhammad ibn `Ali ibn al-Husayn has reported that Imam `Ali (‘a), in his instructive
:will to his son Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah, said

یلَعَ كَوخُأَ  َّنَنوکُیَ  لاَ 

کَْیَلإِ هِءَاسَلإِا  یلَعَ  لاَوَ  هٍلَصِ ، یلَعَ  کَْنِم  يوَْقأَ  کَِتعَیطِقَ 

.هِْیَلإِ نِاسَحْلإِا  یلَعَ  کَْنِم  رَدَْقأَ 

Your brother should not be

more firm in his disregard of kinship than you in paying regard to it, and

(you should exceed him in doing good to him than his doing evil to you.(1

:Zurarah is reported to have heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

انَُتَّورُُم تٍْیَب  لُهْأَ  اَّنإِ 

.انَمَلَظَ نَّْمعَ  وُْفعَْلا 

The nature of us, the Ahl

(al-Bayt, is to pardon those who wrong us. (2

Ali ibn Ja`far ibn Muhammad (Imam al-Sadiq’s son) has reported that Muhammad`

ibn Isma`il asked the permission
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of his uncle, Imam al-Ka¨im (‘a), to leave for Iraq. The Imam (‘a) gave him permission.
.” Then, Muhammad said, “O uncle, I would like you to give me some advice

.” The Imam (‘a) said, “I advise you to fear Almighty Allah against shedding my blood

The Imam (‘a) then handed him a bag containing one hundred and fifty Dinars, and he
took it. The Imam (‘a) then gave him another bag of one hundred and fifty Dinars, and
he took it. He (‘a) then gave him a third bag of one hundred and fifty Dinars, and he
took it. He (‘a) finally gave him a fourth bag of one thousand and five hundred
Dirhams, and he took it, too. `Ali ibn Ja`far discussed the matter with the Imam (‘a)
because he deemed these amounts too much, but the Imam (‘a) answered, “I gave
him such big amounts so that my argument against him will be more weighty when he

.” disregards me after I have treated him well

However, Muhammad informed al-Rashid, the `Abbasid ruler, against Imam al-
Ka¨im (‘a), claiming that the Imam (‘a) appointed himself as the caliph and tributes
were paid to him. Hence, the ruler gave him one hundred thousand Dirhams and he

(died that very night. (1
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Idealism and Distinctive Behavior

Point

An excellent example has its own aspects of influence on people’s behavior. The
creation of ideal and excellent examples has been one of the most significant goals

.that the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) aimed at in building a virtuous community

The current discussion is aimed at thrashing out the superstructure of creating an
excellent example—as sketched out by the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)—as well as its role in and

.influence on social relations

An Excellent Example and Social Relations

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have noticeably confirmed the existence of a relationship
between an excellent example and social relations and the significant role it plays in

.strengthening the foundations of these relations to achieve the aim pursued

:In Nahj al-Balaghah, Sharif al-Razi has reported Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

حَلَصْأَ هُتَرَیرِسَ  حَلَصْأَ  نْمَ 

، هُایَْندُ رَْمأَ  اللهُا  هُافَکَ  هِِنیدِِل  لَمِعَ  نْمَوَ  هُتَیَِنلاَعَ ، اللهُا 

هُنَْیَب امَ  اللهُا  هُافَکَ  اللهِا  نَْیَبوَ  هُنَْیَب  امَ  یِف  نَسَحْأَ  نْمَوَ 

.سِاَّنلا نَْیَبوَ 

Whoever sets right his

inner side, Allah sets right his outer side. Whoever performs acts for his

religion, Allah accomplishes his acts of this world. Whoever deals in acts between

him and Allah in a good way, Allah turns the dealings between him and other
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(people good. (1

This statement indicates the existence of a relationship between self-reformation

and setting right one’s social
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relations with people. It also maintains that attaining the rank of excellent example

.stands for self-perfection and social perfection at the same time

As has been previously mentioned in the discussion of association with others, the Ahl
al-Bayt (‘a) have advised associating with the righteous people, because associates
have some influence on their associates’ social relations and general behavior. Any
associate who is righteous and an excellent example of virtue influences the nature of
the others. Based on this fact, the Holy Prophet (S) is reported by Ibn `Abbas to have

,answered those who asked him who the best ones to sit with are

اللهَا مُکُرُِّکذَُت  نْمَ 

هِرَخِلآا یِف  مْکُُبِّغرَُیوَ  هُقُطِْنمَ  مْکُمِْلعِ  یِف  دُیزِیَوَ  هُُتیَؤْرُ 

.هُُلمَعَ

They are those whose

appearance reminds you of Allah, whose speech increases your knowledge, and

(whose deeds make you desirous of attaining (the rewards of) the Hereafter. (1

In this connection, we can classify the features of excellent examples that influence
:social relations into two classes

First: Features expressing the relationship between the excellent exemplar and
Almighty Allah. These features, as expressed by Imam `Ali (‘a), are “Whose dealings

…” between himself and Allah are good

Second: Features expressing the distinctive behavior of the excellent exemplar in
social relations

Relationship with Almighty Allah

Point
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This category comprises belief in Almighty Allah, bearing good idea about Him, trust in
Him, love for Him, hope for
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.Him, and fear of Him

Having Full Faith in Almighty Allah

In the field of having full faith in Almighty Allah, Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have
:said

… ٌّدحَ هَُلوَ  َّلاإِ  ءٌیْشَ  سَْیَل 

اللهِا عَمَ  فَاخَتَ  َّلاأَ  نِیقِیَْلا  ُّدحَ  نُیقِیَْلا … لُِّکوََّتلا  ُّدحَ 

.اًئْیشَ

…Everything has a limit

…the limit of putting trust in Almighty Allah is to have full faith in Him

and the limit of having full faith in Almighty Allah is to fear nothing save

(Him. (1

:This tradition is an expression of the holy verse that reads

ابًیسِحَ هَِّللاِب  یفَکَوَ  هََّللا  اَّلإِ  ادًحَأَ  نَوْشَخْیَ  اَلوَ  هَُنوْشَخْیَوَ  هَِّللا  تِاَلاسَرِ  نَوغُِّلبَُی  نَیذَِّلا 

Those who deliver the messages

of Allah and fear Him, and do not fear anyone but Allah; and Allah is

(sufficient to take account. (33:39

The following validly reported tradition demonstrates the relationship between full
.faith and social relations

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said

نِْم

طِخَسَِب سَاَّنلا  یَضِرُْی  نْأَ لاَ  مِِلسْمُْلا  ءِرْمَْلا  نِیقِیَ  هَِّحصِ 
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قَزِّْرلا لاَ َّنإِفَ  اللهُا ; هِِتؤُْی  مَْل  امَ  یلَعَ  مْهُمَوُلیَ  لاَوَ  اللهِا 

َّنأَ وَْلوَ  .هٍرِاکَ  هُیَهِارَکَ  هُُّدرُیَ  لاَوَ  صٍیرِحَ  صُرْحِ  هُُقوسُیَ 

هُکَرَدْلأَ تِوْمَْلا  نَِم  ُّرفِیَ  امَکَ  هِِقزْرِ  نِْم  َّرفَ  مْکُدَحَأَ 

لَعَجَ هِطِسِْقوَ  هِِلدْعَِب  اللهَا  َّنإِ  .تُوْمَْلا  هُکُرِدُْی  امَکَ  هُُقزْرِ 

َّمهَْلا لَعَجَوَ  اضَِّرلاوَ  نِیقِیَْلا  یِف  هَحَاَّرلاوَ  حَوَّْرلا 

.طِخََّسلاوَ کَِّشلا  یِف  نَزْحُْلاوَ 

A sign of the validity of a Muslim’s full faith is that

he does not please people by means that brings forth the ire of Almighty

Allah and does not blame them for matters that Almighty Allah has not given

to him. Sustenance does not descend because of acquisitiveness or stop due to

refusal. If you try to escape getting your sustenance as you try to escape

death, it will surely catch up with you as same as death does when it will

unquestionably overtake you. Out of His justice and fairness, Almighty Allah

,has made comfort and rest to reside in full faith and satisfaction. Likewise

(He has made distress and sadness to reside in dubiety and dissatisfaction. (2
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Trust in Almighty Allah

Trust in Almighty Allah in social and political activities is a significant quality enjoyed by
those who play the role of excellent examples in the society. Of course, committing

one’s soul to Almighty Allah follows exerting all possible efforts to fulfill one’s
.responsibilities as perfectly as possible

Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) is reported to have narrated the following: One day, I left
my house and sat inclined against a wall. Suddenly, I noticed that a man clad in white
was gazing at me, “`Ali ibn al-Husayn,” the man said, “Why do you look so distressed
and sad? Are you sad for a worldly affair? The sustenance of Almighty Allah is present

.” for both the righteous and the sinful

No,” I answered, “I never feel sad for such affairs, because the matter is as exactly“
.” as you have just said

Then,” the man said, “If you are sad for the Hereafter, it is most surely a true promise“
.” that is judged by an All-omnipotent Judge

No,” I answered, “I am not sad for that either, because it is as exactly as you have“
.” just said
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.What are you so sad for then?” asked the man“

In fact,” I answered, “I fear the consequences of this sedition of Ibn al-Zubayr due to“
.” which people are bewildered

The man laughed and said, “O `Ali ibn al-Husayn, have you ever seen anyone who
?” prayed to Almighty Allah but He did not respond to him

.” No,” I answered, “I have not“

Have you ever seen anyone who had trust in Almighty Allah but He disappointed“
.him?” the man asked

.” No,” I answered, “I have not“

Have you ever seen anyone who begged Almighty Allah but He did not give him?” the“
.man asked

.” No,” I answered, “I have not“

(Then, the man disappeared. (1

In this narration, the Imam (‘a) mentioned a social problem, which was the sedition of
Ibn al-Zubayr and its consequences on the masses. The answer came to guide him to
put his trust in Almighty Allah, because the Imam (‘a) had nothing to do in the face of

.this problem

Having the Best Concept of Almighty Allah

Having the best concept of Almighty Allah in ones line of conduct, as well as in ones
.worldly life and life hereafter, achieves great results in one’s entire life

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni, through a valid chain of authority, has reported Imam

:al-Riza (‘a) as saying
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َّنإِفَ اللهِاِب ، َّنَّظلا  نِسِحْأَ 

، یِب نِِمؤْمُْلا  يَدِْبعَ  ِّنظَ  دَْنعِ  اَنأَ  لُوقُیَ : َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا 

.اًرّشَفَ اًرّشَ  نْإِوَ  اًرْیخَفَ  اًرْیخَ  نْإِ 

Always have the noblest

idea about Almighty Allah, for He says, “I am as exactly as My believing

(servant thinks of Me, whether good or bad.” (1

According to a validly tradition that is reported by Burayd ibn Mu`awiyah, Imam al-
Baqir (‘a) has said: We find written in Imam `Ali’s book that the Messenger of Allah (S)

:said from the minbar

، وَهُ َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  يذَِّلاوَ لاَ 

نِسْحُِب َّلاإِ  هِرَخِلآاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  رَْیخَ  ُّطقَ  نٌِمؤُْم  یَطِعْأُ  امَ 

بِایَِتغْإ نِعَ  ِّفکَْلاوَ  هِقُِلخُ  نِسْحُوَ  هَُل  هِِئاجَرَوَ  اللهِاِب  هِِّنظَ 

اللهُا بُِّذعَُی  لاَ  وَهُ ، َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  يذَِّلاوَ لاَ  .نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا 

اللهِاِب هِِّنظَ  ءِوسُِب  َّلاإِ  رِافَْغِتسْلإاوَ  هَِبوَّْتلا  دَْعَب  اًنِمؤُْم 

.نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا بِایَِتغْإوَ  هِقُِلخُ  ءِوسُوَ  هَُل  هِِئاجَرَ  نِْم  رٍیصِْقتَوَ 

اللهِاِب نٍِمؤُْم  دٍْبعَ  ُّنظَ  نُسُحْیَ  لاَ  وَهُ ، َّلاإِ  هََلإِ  يذَِّلاوَ لاَ 

مٌیرِکَ اللهَا  َّنلأَِ  نِِمؤْمُْلا ، هِدِْبعَ  ِّنظَ  دَْنعِ  اللهُا  نَاکَ  َّلاإِ 

دْقَ نُِمؤْمُْلا  هُدُْبعَ  نَوکُیَ  نْأَ  یِیحْتَسْیَ  رُْیخَْلا  هِدِیَِب 

اوُنسِحْأَفَ .هُءَاجَرَوَ  هَُّنظَ  فُِلخُْی  َّمُث  َّنَّظلا  هِِب  نَسَحْأَ 

.هِْیَلإِ اوُبغَرْاوَ  َّنَّظلا  اللهِاِب 

I swear by Allah save Whom
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there is no god: no good of this world or the Hereafter has been granted to

any believer except by his having a good idea about Almighty Allah, putting

his hope in Him, behaving courteously, and abstaining from backbiting

faithful believers. I swear by Allah save Whom there is no god: Almighty

Allah will not punish any believer (in Him) after repenting and imploring His

forgiveness except because of his having a bad idea about Him, showing lack of

hope in Him, behaving impolitely, and backbiting believers. I swear by Allah

save Whom there is no god: no servant (of Him) bears a good idea about Him

.except that He will be as good as the idea that the servant bears about Him

This is because Almighty Allah is All-generous and has full authority over

all that is good. He is therefore too generous to disappoint the good idea

and the hope that His servant has about Him. Therefore, hold a good idea

(about Almighty Allah and turn your hopes to Him. (2
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Undoubtedly, having such a good idea about Almighty Allah has a natural reflection on
.one’s view about the constancy and continuity of one’s social relations with others

Shaykh al-Saduq, in man-la-yahzuruhu’l-faqih, through his chain of authority, has
reported the following paragraph to be a piece of Imam `Ali’s instructive will to his

:son, Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah

لاَوَ

نَْل هَُّنإِفَ  َّلجَوَ ; َّزعَ  اللهِاِب  ِّنَّظلا  ءُوسُ  کَْیلَعَ  َّنبَِلْغیَ 

.اًحْلصُ کَِلیِلخَ  نَْیَبوَ  کَنَْیَب  عَدَیَ 

Having an ill idea about Almighty Allah must never

control you, lest it destroy any item of conciliation between your friend and

(you. (1

Love for Almighty Allah

Love for Almighty Allah is one of the greatest qualities that affect all fields of life.
,Confirming this fact, the Holy Qur'an says

هَُّللا مُکُْبِبحُْی  یِنوعُِبَّتافَ  هََّللا  نَوُّبحُِت  مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  لُْق 

Say, “If you do love

(Allah, then follow me so that Allah will love you.” (3:31

هَِّلِل ابحُ  ُّدشَأَ  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

Those of faith are

(overflowing in their love for Allah. (2:165
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Laying much stress on this meaning in social relations, the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘a) have demonstrated that all social relations must be founded on the basis that one
must love or hate for no purpose other than seeking nearness to Almighty Allah. They

.have also confirmed that the reality of religion is this love and sincere affection

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported through a valid chain of authority that Abu-
`Ubaydah al-Hadhdha' reported

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

ضَغَْبأَوَ اللهِ َّبحَأَ اللهِ  نْمَ 

.هُُنامَ _ يإِ لَمُکَ  نَّْمِم  وَهُفَ  یطَعْأَوَ اللهِ 

He who loves, hates, and

(gives for the sake of Allah is actually enjoying a perfect faith. (1

According to another validly reported tradition, Abu-Hamzah al-Thumali has reported
:Imam Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a) as saying

نَیِلَّولأَا اللهُا  عَمَجَ  اذَإِ 

نَْیأَ لُوقُیَفَ : سَاَّنلا  عُمِسُْی  يدَانَفَ  دٍانَُم  مَاقَ  نَیرِخِلآاوَ 

: مْهَُل لُاقَُیفَ  سِاَّنلا ، نَِم  قٌُنعُ  مُوقُیَفَ  اللهِا ؟ یِف  نَوُّباحَتَمُْلا 

: نَوُلوقُیَفَ هُکَِئلاَمَْلا  مُهُاَّقلَتَفَ  .بٍاسَحِ  رِْیغَِب  هَِّنجَْلا  یَلإِ  اوُبهَذْإِ 

: نَوُلوقُیَوَ .بٍاسَحِ  رِْیغَِب  هَِّنجَْلا  یَلإِ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : نَْیأَ ؟ یَلإِ 

نَوُّباحَتَمُْلا نُحَْن  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : سِاَّنلا ؟ نَِم  مُْتْنأَ  بٍزْحِ  ُّيأَوَ 

اَّنکُ اوُلاقَ : مْکُُلامَعْأَ ؟ تَْناکَ  ءٍیْشَ  َّيأَ  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : .اللهِا  یِف 

رُجْأَ مَْعِن  نَوُلوقُیَفَ : .اللهِا  یِف  ضُغَْبَنوَ  اللهِا  یِف  ُّبحُِن 

.نَیِلِماعَْلا
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On the day when Almighty

Allah shall assemble the past and the late generations, a caller will cry out

in such a loud voice that all people can hear him, “Where are those who loved

each other for the sake of Allah?” A group of people will then stand up and

they will be allowed to Paradise without settling any account with them. On

their way to Paradise, the angels will meet them and ask where they are

,” going. “We are going to Paradise without any account being settled with us

they will answer. “Which party of people are you?” the angels will ask. “We

have loved each other for the sake of Allah,” they will answer. “What deeds

have you done?” the angels will ask. “We used to love and hate others for the

sake of Allah,” they will answer. “How excellent a recompense for those who

(work and strive!” the angels will say. (2
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According to a third authentically reported tradition, Abu-Ubaydah Ziyad al-Hadhdha'
,reported that Imam al-Baqir (‘a) said to him

لِهَوَ کَحَْیوَ ! دُایَزِ  ایَ 

وَأَ لاَ مٌیحِرَ ؟} رٌوفُغَ  هَُّللاوَ  مْکَُبوُنذُ  مْکَُل  رْفِْغیَوَ  هَُّللا  مُکُْبِبحُْی  یِنوعُِبَّتافَ  هََّللا  نَوُّبحُِت  مُْتْنکُ  نْإِ  لُْق  : } اللهِا لَوْقَ  يرَتَ  لاَأَ  ُّبحُْلا ؟ َّـلاإِ  نُیِّدـلا 
اللهِا لَوْقَ  يرَتَ 

وَهُ نُیِّدـلا  مْهِْیَلإِ } رَجَاهـَ  نْمَ  نَوُّبحُِی  : } لَاقـَوَ مْکُِبوُـلُق ؟} یِف  هُنََّیزَوَ  نَامـَیإِْلا  مُکُْیَلإِ  بََّبحَ  هََّللا  َّنکَِلوَ  : } هِِـلآوَ هِْـیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصـَ  دٍَّمحَمُِل 
، ُّبحُْلا

.نُیِّدلا وَهُ  ُّبحُْلاوَ 

O Ziyad, is religion

anything other than love? You should have considered Almighty Allah’s saying

in the Holy Qur'an), “Say: If you love Allah, then follow me, Allah will)

(” love you and forgive you your faults, and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. (3:31

You should have considered Almighty Allah’s saying to Muhammad (S), “Allah

(” has endeared the faith to you and has made it seemly in your hearts. (49:7

He has also said, “They love those who have

(fled to them. (59:9)” Thus, religion is love and love is religion. (1

Hope in and Fear of Almighty Allah

A servant of Almighty Allah is supposed to have hope in
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Him under all circumstances, no matter how harsh the conditions he may experience,
how intense the situations he may face, or how many sins he might have committed.
At the same time, a servant is supposed to fear Him under all circumstances, no

.matter how good the conditions may be and how frequent his acts of worship

Describing the manners of true believers, the Holy Qur'an, on more than one
occasion, has referred to this quality of hope in and fear of Almighty Allah, which is

:one of the high ranking qualities of true believers

اعًمَطَوَ افًوْخَ  مْهَُّبرَ  نَوعُدْیَ  عِجِاضَمَْلا  نِعَ  مْهُُبوُنجُ  یفَاجَتَتَ 

Their limbs do forsake

(their beds of sleep, while they call on their Lord, in fear and hope. (32:16

هَُباذَعَ نَوُفاخَیَوَ  هُتَمَحْرَ  نَوجُرْیَوَ  بُرَْقأَ  مْهُُّیأَ  هَلَیسِوَْلا  مُهِِّبرَ  یَلإِ  نَوغُتَْبیَ  نَوعُدْیَ  نَیذَِّلا  کَِئَلوأُ 

Those whom they call upon

do desire for themselves means of access to their Lord, - even those who are

(nearest, they hope for His mercy and fear His wrath. (17:57

نَیِنسِحْمُْلا نَِم  بٌیرِقَ  هَِّللا  تَمَحْرَ  َّنإِ  اعًمَطَوَ  افًوْخَ  هُوعُدْاوَ  اهَحِالَصْإِ  دَْعَب  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  اودُسِْفُت  اَلوَ 

Call on Him with fear and

longing in your hearts, for the mercy of Allah is always near to those who do

(good. (7:56

:Ali ibn Ibrahim reports Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have said`
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نَاکَ

هِِبْلقَ یِفوَ  َّلاإِ  نٍِمؤُْم  دٍْبعَ  نِْم  سَْیَل  هَُّنإِ  لُوقُیَ : یِبأَ 

یلَعَ دْزِیَ  مَْل  اذَهَ  نَزِوُ  وَْل  ءٍاجَرَ ; رُوُنوَ  هٍفَیخِ  رُوُن  نِارَوُن :

.اذَهَ یلَعَ  دْزِیَ  مَْل  اذَهَ  نَزِوُ  وَْلوَ  اذَهَ ،

My father used to say: There is no believer

without two lights in his heart—light of fear and light of hope. If you weigh

(each one, it will not outweigh the other. (1

:Hammad ibn `«sa reports Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have said

هِِب یصَوْأَ  امَ  یِف  نَاکَ 

هُتَْئجِ وَْل  اًفوْخَ  اللهَا  فِخِ  َّینَُب ، ایَ  لَاقَ : نْأَ  هِِنْبلإ  نُامَْقُل 

ءًاجَرَ اللهَا  جُرْاوَ  اللهُا ، کََبِّذعَُی  نْأَ  تَْفخِ  نِْیلَقََّثلا  ِّرِبِب 

.کََل اللهُا  رَفِْغیَ  نْأَ  تَوْجَرَ  نِْیلَقََّثلا  بِوُنذُِب  هُتَْئجِ  وَْل 

Luqman, the wise, said to

his son: Fear Allah so much so that you think He will punish you even if you

do all the good deeds of Jinn and men. Meanwhile, have so much hope in His

Mercy that even if you commit all the sins of all Jinn and men, He will

(forgive you. (2

:Sharif al-Razi has reported that Imam `Ali (‘a) said in one of his sermons

یعَِّدیَ

هُُلاَب لاَ امَ  مِیظِعَْلاوَ ! بَذَکَ  اللهَا ، وجُرْیَ  هَُّنأَ  هِمِعْزُِب 
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یِف هُؤُاجَرَ  فَرِعُ  اجَرَ  نْمَ  ُّلکُفَ  هِلَمَعَ ؟ یِف  هُؤُاجَرَ  نَُّیبَتَیَ 

ُّلکُوَ لٌوخُدْمَ ، هَُّنإِفَ  اللهِا _  ءَاجَرَ  َّلاإ  ءاجَرَ _  ُّلکُوَ  هِِلمَعَ ،

یِف اللهَا  وجُرْیَ  لٌوُلْعمَ ، هَُّنإِفَ  اللهِا  فَوْخَ  َّلاإِ  قٌَّقحَُم ، فوْخَ 

امَ لاَ دَْبعَلا  یطِْعُیفَ  رِیغَِّصلا ، یِف  دَابَعِْلا  وجُرْیَوَ  رِیِبکَْلا ،

اَّمعَ هِِب  رَُّصقَُی  هُؤُانََث  َّلجَ  اللهِا  لُاَب  امَفَ  َّبَّرلا ! یطِْعُی 

هَُل کَِئاجَرَ  یِف  نَوکُتَ  نْأَ  فُاخَتَأَ  هِدِابَعِِب ؟ هِِب  عُنَصُْی 

وَهُ نْإِ  کَِلذکَوَ  اًعضِوْمَ ؟ ءِاجََّرلِل  هُارَتَ  نَوکُتَ لاَ  وْأَ  اًبذِاکَ ؟

یطِْعُی امَ لاَ  هِِفوْخَ  نِْم  هُاطَعْأَ  هِدِیِبعَ ، نِْم  اًدْبعَ  فَاخَ 

هِقِِلاخَ نِْم  هُفَوْخَوَ  اًدْقَن ، دِابَعِْلا  نَِم  هُفَوْخَ  لَعَجَفَ  هَُّبرَ ،

.اًدعْوَوَ اًرامضِ 

He claims according to his own thinking what he hopes

from Allah. By Allah, the Great, he speaks a lie. The position is that his

hope (in Allah) does not appear through his action although the hope of every

one who hopes is verified through his action. Every hope is so, except the

hope in Allah, the Sublime, if it is impure; and every fear is established

except the fear for Allah if it is unreal. He hopes big things from Allah and

small things from others but he gives to others (consideration that) he does

not give to Allah. What is the matter with Allah, glorified be His praise? He

is accorded less (consideration) than what is given to His creatures. Do you

ever fear to be false in your hope in Allah? Or do you not regard Him the center

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 544 of 598

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(of your hope? Similarly, if a man fears man he gives him (such consideration

out of his fear, which he does not give to Allah. Thus, he has made his fear

for men ready currency while his fear from the Creator is mere deferment or

(promise. (3
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Features Expressing Distinctive Behavior

Point

The second class of the features that are supposed to be enjoyed by those playing
the role of excellent examples in the society is the features that express distinctive
behavior in social relations. We have already cited a number of these many features
in the current discussion, because they have had connections with topics like

.modesty, chastity, forbearance, amnesty, lenience, and suppression of rage

Let us now refer to another set of features that hold special significance in social
relations and play the role of excellent exemplars in these relations; namely, patience,
asceticism, pudency, fulfillment of trusts, satisfaction, abstinence from forbidden acts,

.and straightforwardness in action
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Patience

In his social activities and relations with others, man may be exposed to problems,
complications, ordeals, pangs, tribulations and tests due to which he is always in
urgent need for energy and power in order to overcome all these difficulties, pass the
examinations successfully, and undergo these pressures. This energy is no more than
patience, steadfastness, and sedulity. In the Holy Qur'an, there are many verses
confirming, praising, and commending patience as well as counting the recompense

and rewards that Almighty Allah has decided for the patient, the steadfast, and the
.sedulous

The most effective of all traditions that commend patience is one that is reported by
Shaykh al-Kulayni, in his book of al-Kafi, Section: Patience. This tradition gathers both

:Qur'anic verses and Prophetic maxims

Hafs ibn Ghiyath has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as addressing him with the following
:words

رَبَصَ رَبَصَ  نْمَ  َّنإ  صُْفحَ ! ایَ 

عِیمِجَ یِف  رِْبَّصلاِب  کَْیلَعَ  .لاًٍیِلقَ  عَزَجَ  عَزَجَ  نْمَ  َّنإوَ  لاًیِلقَ ،

ارًجْهَ مْهُرْجُهْاوَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  امَ  یلَعَ  رِْبصْاوَ  : } لَاقَفَ قِْفِّرلاوَ ، رِْبَّصلاِـب  هُرَمَأَفـَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصـَ  اًدَّمحَُم  ثَعََب  َّلجـَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإفـَ  كَرِوُمأُ ،
هٌوَادَعـَ هُنَْیَبوَ  کَنَْیَب  يذَِّلا  اذَإِفَ  نُسَحْأَ  یَهِ  یِتَّلاِب  عْفَدْا  : } یَلاعَتَوَ كَرَابَتَ  لَاقَوَ  الـًیِلقَ } مْهُْلِّهمَوَ  هِمَْعَّنلا  یِلوأُ  نَیِبِّذکـَمُْلاوَ  یِنرْذَوَ  الـًیمِجَ 

هُوُلاَن یَّتحَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لُوسُرَ  رَبَصَفَ  مٍیظِعَ }  ٍّظحَ  وذُ  اَّلإِ  اهَاَّقلَُی  امَوَ  اورُبَصَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّلإِ  اهَاَّقلَُی  امَوَ  مٌیمِحَ  ٌّیِلوَ  هَُّنأَکَ 

نَِم نْکُوَ  کَِّبرَ  دِمْحَِب  حِّْبسـَفَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  امَِب  كَرُدْصَ  قُیضـِیَ  کََّنأَ  مُلَْعَن  دْقََلوَ  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَزَْنأَفَ  هُرُدْصَ ، قَاضَفَ  .اهَِب  هُوْمَرَوَ  مِِئاظَعَْلاِب 
هُوُُبَّذکَ َّمُث  نَیدِجِاَّسلا }

{ نَیدِجِاَّسلا نَِم  نْکُوَ  کَِّبرَ  دِمْحَِب  حِّْبسـَفَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  امَِب  كَرُدْصَ  قُیضـِیَ  کََّنأَ  مُلَْعَن  دْقََلوَ  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَزَْنأَفَ  .کَِلذَِل  نَزِحَفَ  هُوْمَرَوَ ،
.رَْبَّصلا هُسَْفَن  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  ُّیِبَّنلا  مَزَْلأَفَ 

دْقَ لَاقَفَ : .هُوُبَّذکَوَ  یَلاعَتَوَ  كَرَابَتَ  اللهَا  اورُکَذَفَ  اوَّْدعَتَفَ 

.یهَِلإ رِکْذِ  یلَعَ  یِل  رَْبصَ  لاَوَ  یضِرْعِوَ ، یِلهْأَوَ  یسِْفَن  یِف  تُرْبَصَ 
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تَْبِّذکـُ دْقـََلوَ  نَودُحـَجْیَ  هَِّللا  تِایَآِب  نَیمِِلاَّظلا  َّنکَِلوَ  کََنوُبِّذکـَُی  اَل  مْهَُّنإِفَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  يذَِّلا  کَُنزُحْیََل  هَُّنإِ  مُلَْعَن  دْقـَ  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَزَْنأَفَ 
ُّیِبَّنلا رَبَصَفَ  اَنرُصَْن } مْهُاتَأَ  یَّتحَ  اوذُوأُوَ  اوُبِّذکُ  امَ  یلَعَ  اورُبَصَفَ  کَِلْبقَ  نِْم  لٌسُرُ 

هِِترَْتعِ یِف  رََّشَب  َّمُث  .هِِلاوَحْأَ  عِیمِجَ  یِف  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

یَّلصـَ لَاقَ  کَِلذَ  دَْنعِفَ  نَوُنِقوُی } انَِتایَآِب  اوُناکَوَ  اورُبَصَ  اَّمَل  اَنرِْمأَِب  نَودُهْیَ  هًَّمِئأَ  مْهُْنِم  انَْلعَجَوَ  : } هُؤُانََث َّلجَ  لَاقَفَ  رِْبَّصلاِب ، اوفُصـِوُوَ  هَِّمِئلأَاِب 
نَِم رُْبَّصلا  هِِلآوَ : هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

، هَُل کَِلذَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  رَکَشَفَ  .دِسَجَْلا  نَِم  سِْأَّرلاکَ  نِامَیلإا 

اوُناکَ امَوَ  هُُموْقَوَ  نُوْعَرِْف  عُنَصـْیَ  نَاکـَ  امـَ  اَـنرَّْمدَوَ  اورُبَصَ  امـَِب  لَیِئارَسـْإِ  یِنَب  یلَعَ  ینَسـْحُْلا  کَِّبرَ  تُمَِلکَ  تَّْمتَوَ  : } َّلجـَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَزَْنأَفـَ 
یَّلصَ لَاقَفَ  نَوشُرِْعیَ }

َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهُا  حَاَبأَفَ  .مٌاقَِتْنإوَ  يرَشُْب  هَُّنإ  هِِلآوَ : هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا 

ثُْیحَ مْهُوُلُتْقاوَ  { } دٍصَرْمَ َّلکُ  مْهَُل  اودُعُْقاوَ  مْهُورُصـُحْاوَ  مْهُوذُخُوَ  مْهُومُُتدْجَوَ  ثُْیحَ  نَیکِرِشـْمُْلا  اوُلُتْقافَ  : } لَزَْنأَفَ نَیکِرِشـْمُْلا  لَاتَِق  هَُل 
هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  يْدَیَ  یلَعَ  اللهُا  مُهُلَتَقَفَ  مْهُومُُتْفقَِث }

رَخََّدا امَ  عَمَ  هِرِْبصَ  بَاوََث  هَُل  لَعَجَوَ  هِِئاَّبحِأَوَ ، هِِلآوَ 

یَّتحَ ایَْنُّدلا  نَِم  جْرُخْیَ  مَْل  بَسَتَحْاوَ  رَبَصَ  نْمَفَ  .هِرَخِلآا  یِف  هَُل 

.هِرَخِلآا یِف  هَُل  رُخَِّدیَ  امَ  عَمَ  هِِئادَعْأَ  یِف  هُنَْیعَ  هَُل  اللهُا  َّرقُِی 

O Hafs, whoever perseveres will in fact persevere for a

short while (1) and whoever breaks

.down will also break down for a short while

You must thus abide by

perseverance in all of your affairs. Verily, Almighty Allah has sent Muhammad

s) (as His messenger) and ordered him to be patient and lenient. He thus)

.says, “Bear patiently what they say and avoid them with a becoming avoidance
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Leave Me to deal with the rejecters, the lords of ease and plenty. (73:10-11)”1

He also says, “Repel evil with what is best, when lo! He

between you and whom was enmity would be as if he were a warm friend. None is

made to receive it but those who are patient and none is made to receive it

(” but those who have a mighty good fortune. (41:34-35

So, the Holy Prophet (S) kept on dealing with them

patiently until they forged unbearable things against him and accused him

falsely of these things; therefore, he was distressed at what they had forged

:against him. As a result, Almighty Allah revealed to him the following

,Surely, We know that your breast straitens at what they say! Therefore“

(” celebrate the praise of your Lord and be of those who make obeisance. (15:97-98

They then belied and

accused him of fabrications that he felt sad for that. So, Almighty Allah

revealed to him the following: “We know indeed that what they say certainly

grieves you, but surely they do not call you a liar, but the unjust deny the

communications of Allah. Certainly, messengers before you were rejected, but

they were patient on being rejected and persecuted until Our help came to

(” them. (6:33-34

Although the Holy Prophet (S) committed himself to

patience, they transgressed all limits when they began to speak irreverently
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of Almighty Allah and belied Him. So, the Holy Prophet (S) said, “I have

borne patiently what they said about myself, my family, and my honor, but I

,cannot stand anymore what they are speaking profanely of my Lord.” So

(” Almighty Allah revealed the following: “Bear patiently what they say. (73:10

.So, the Holy Prophet (S) remained patient under all conditions

Then, Almighty Allah gave him the good tidings of the

Imams being from his offspring and ascribed perseverance to them, saying, “We

made of them Imams to guide by Our command when they were patient and they

(were certain of Our communications. (32:24)” Only then, the Holy Prophet (S

declared, “The position of patience to faith is as same as the position of

.” the head to the body

For this situation, Almighty Allah thanked His Prophet

and revealed to him the following: “The good word of your Lord was fulfilled

in the children of Israel because they bore up (sufferings) patiently and We

utterly destroyed what Pharaoh and his people had wrought and what they

built. (7:137)” The Holy Prophet (S) understood the good tidings and the

.punishment of Almighty Allah mentioned in this verse

Then, Almighty Allah allowed him to fight against the

polytheists, saying, “Slay the idolaters wherever you find them, and take

(” them captives and besiege them and lie in wait for them in every ambush. (9:5
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Kill them wherever you find them. (2:191)” So, Almighty Allah slew them at“

the hands of His Messenger (s) and those who love Him. He also kept for His

Messenger (s) the reward of patience along with what He has already kept for

.him in the Hereafter

Succinctly, whoever draws

on patience will never depart this world before Almighty Allah delights him

concerning his enemies not to mention what He has stored for him in the

(Hereafter.(2

p: 311

The Holy Imam (‘a) means that one who takes patience will take patience for a [- 1 - ] 1
little time, because he either takes patience for his whole age, which is relatively little
(if compared to the other life, which is the reward of his patience) or for the time of

.the tribulation, which is also little
Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:88-89, H. 3; Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:207, [- 2 - ] 2

(. H. 1 (as quoted from the earlier reference book
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p: 312
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p: 313
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p: 314
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Muhammad ibn `Ali ibn al-Husayn has reported that Imam `Ali (‘a), in his instructive
:will to his son Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyyah, said

تِادَرِاوَ کَْنعَ  قِْلأَ 

مَْعِنفَ رَْبَّصلا ، کَسَْفَن  دِّْوعَ  .رِْبَّصلا  مِِئازَعَِب  مِومُهُْلا 

لِاوَهْأَ نِْم  کََباصَأَ  امَ  یلَعَ  اهَْلمِحْاوَ  رُْبَّصلا ، قُُلخُْلا 

.اهَِمومُهُوَ ایَْنُّدلا 

Throw away from yourself

the coming distresses through the determinations of patience. Accustom

yourself to patience, for it is the most excellent trait, and acclimatize

yourself to bearing patiently the horrors and distresses of this worldly life

(that inflict you. (1

Abu-Basir is reported to have quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying: I heard Abu-
:Ja`far (i.e. Imam al-Baqir) (‘a) saying

یِملاَغُ نِْم  رُِبصْلأَ  یِّنإِ 

نْمَ هَُّنإِ  .لِظَْنحَْلا  نَِم  ُّرمَأَ  وَهُ  امَ  یلَعَ  یِلهْأَ  نِْموَ  اذَهَ 

دِیهَِّشلا هَجَرَدَوَ  مِِئاقَْلا ، مِِئاَّصلا  هَجَرَدَ  هِرِْبصَِب  لَاَن  رَبَصَ 

هِْیلَعَ اللهُا  یَّلصَ  دٍَّمحَُم  مَاَّدُق  هِفِْیسَِب  بَرَضَ  دْقَ  يذَِّلا 

.هِِلآوَ

I am training myself to

endure the harm of my servants or wife, tasting a flavor that is bitterer

than colocynth. Verily, one who behaves patiently will be awarded the rank of
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fasting people who spend nights in acts of worship and the rank of martyrs

(who fought the enemies defending the Holy Prophet(s). (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

انَُتعَیشِوَ رٌَّبصُ  اَّنإِ 

.اَّنِم رُبَصْأَ 

We are patient indeed, and

.our Shi`ah are more patient than we are

?” The reported asked, “How come your Shi`ah are more patient than you are

p: 315

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi`ah 11:208, H. 3 [- 3 - ] 1

.Al-Hurr al-`Amili, Wasa’il al-Shi`ah 11:209, H. 5 [- 4 - ] 2

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 556 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_315_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


,The Imam (‘a) answered

اَّنلأَِ

امَ لاَ یلَعَ  نَورُِبصْیَ  انَُتعَیشِوَ  مُلَْعَن  امَ  یلَعَ  رُِبصَْن 

.نَومُلَْعیَ

This is so because we bear patiently matters with which

we have full acquaintance, while our Shi`ah bear matters that they do not

(know. (1

Asceticism; Abstinence from Lawful Worldly Pleasures

In his lifetime and subsistence, as well as social relations, man may be exposed to the
pressures of whims and the various worldly desires and appetencies. This matter may

confuse the entire movement of one who intends to respond to all these desires and
epidemics. He is therefore in urgent need for an objective view to this world and
whatever therein so that he becomes competent enough to deal with all these things
rationally by using his reason, interest, and whatever leads him eventually to true

.perfection

Abstinence from lawful worldly pleasures implies acquaintance with the reality of this
world and its position in man’s life, as well as the true factual view about it. From this
cause, we can notice the Holy Qur'an inspiring abstinence from worldly pleasures by

:saying

هُارَتَفَ جُـیهِیَ  َّمُث  هُُتابََن  رَاَّفکُْلا  بَجَعْأَ  ثٍْیغَ  لِثَمَکَ  دِاَلوْأَْلاوَ  لِاوَْمأَْلا  یِف  رٌُثاکَتَوَ  مْکُنَْیَب  رٌخُافَتَوَ  هٌنَیزِوَ  وٌهَْلوَ  بٌعَِل  ایَْنُّدـلا  هُایَحَْلا  امََّنأَ  اومُلَعْا 
رِورُغُْلا عُاتَمَ  اَّلإِ  ایَْنُّدلا  هُایَحَْلا  امَوَ  نٌاوَضْرِوَ  هَِّللا  نَِم  هٌرَفِْغمَوَ  دٌیدِشَ  بٌاذَعَ  هِرَخِآْلا  یِفوَ  امًاطَحُ  نُوکُیَ  َّمُث  ارفَصُْم 

ءُاشَیَ نْمَ  هِیِتؤُْی  هَِّللا  لُضْفَ  کَِلذَ  هِِلسُرُوَ  هَِّللاِب  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلِل  تَّْدعِأُ  ضِرْأَْلاوَ  ءِامََّسلا  ضِرْعَکَ  اهَضـُرْعَ  هٍَّنجَوَ  مْکُِّبرَ  نِْم  هٍرَفِْغمَ  یَلإِ  اوقُِباسَ 
مِیظِعَْلا لِضْفَْلا  وذُ  هَُّللاوَ 

رٌیسِیَ هَِّللا  یلَعَ  کَِلذَ  َّنإِ  اهَأَرَْبَن  نْأَ  لِْبقَ  نِْم  بٍاتَکِ  یِف  اَّلإِ  مْکُسِفُْنأَ  یِف  اَلوَ  ضِرْأَْلا  یِف  هٍبَیصُِم  نِْم  بَاصَأَ  امَ 
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رٍوخُفَ لٍاتَخُْم  َّلکُ  ُّبحُِی  اَل  هَُّللاوَ  مْکُاتَآ  امَِب  اوحُرَْفتَ  اَلوَ  مْکُتَافَ  امَ  یلَعَ  اوْسَأْتَ  الَْیکَِل 

Know you all that the life

of this world is but play and amusement, pomp and mutual boasting, and

multiplying in rivalry among yourselves, riches and children. Here is a

similitude: How rain and the growth, which it brings forth delight the hearts

of the tillers; soon it withers; you will see it grow yellow; then it becomes

dry and crumbles away. However, in the Hereafter is a penalty severe for the

devotees of wrong, and forgiveness from Allah and His good pleasure for the

devotees of Allah. And what is the life of this world but goods and chattels

of deception. Be you foremost in seeking forgiveness from your Lord and a garden

of Bliss the width whereof is as the width of heaven and earth, prepared for

,those who believe in Allah and His messengers. That is the grace of Allah

which He bestows on whom he pleases. And Allah is the Lord of grace

abounding. No misfortune can happen on earth or in your souls but is recorded

.in a decree before We bring it into existence. That is truly easy for Allah

In order that you may not despair over matters that pass you by nor exult

.over favors bestowed upon you. For Allah loves not any vainglorious boaster

(57:20-23)

p: 316

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:93, H. 25 [- 2 - ] 1
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In the blessed heritage of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a), there are many traditions confirming

this trend and explaining it within the line of conduct that is supposed to be adopted
.by those playing the role of excellent exemplars in society

Muhammad ibn Yahya has reported on the authority of al-Haytham ibn Waqid al-
:Hariri that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

ایَْنُّدلا یِف  دَهِزَ  نْمَ 

هَُناسَِل اهَِب  قَطَْنأَوَ  هِِبْلقَ  یِف  هَمَکْحِْلا  اللهُا  تَبَْثأَ 

نَِم هُجَرَخْأَوَ  اهَءَاوَدَوَ  اهَءَادَ  ایَْنُّدلا  بَوُیعُ  هُرََّصَبوَ 

.مِلاََّسلا رِادَ  یَلإِ  اًمِلاسَ  ایَْنُّدلا 

For those who abstain from

,pursuing worldly pleasures, Almighty Allah will fix wisdom in their hearts

make it glide on their tongues, show them the malady and remedy of the

worldly defects, and move them from this world to the Abode of Peace safe and

(sound.(1

p: 317

.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:128, H. 1 [- 1 - ] 1
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:Hafs ibn Ghiyath is reported to have heard Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) saying

یِف هُُّلکُ  رُْیخَْلا  لَعِجُ 

اللهِا لُوسُرَ  لَاقَ  .ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  دُهُّْزلا  هُحَاتَْفِم  لَعِجُوَ  تٍْیَب 

یِف نِامَ  _ يلإِا هَوَلاَحَ  لُجَُّرلا  دُجِیَ  لاَ  هِِلآوَ : هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

مْکُِبوُلُق یلَعَ  مٌارَحَ  .ایَْنُّدلا  لَکَأَ  نْمَ  یَِلابَُی  یَّتحَ لاَ  هِِبْلقَ 

.ایَْنُّدلا یِف  دَهَزْتَ  یَّتحَ  نِامَ  _ يلإِا هَوَلاَحَ  فَرِْعتَ  نْأَ 

The entire goodness has

.been put in a house the key of which is abstinence from worldly pleasures

The Holy Prophet (S) has said, “No man can find the true sweetness of faith

in his heart before he stops caring for who should hold the world.” Your

hearts are forbidden to taste the sweetness of faith before you abstain from

(worldly pleasures. (1

:Abu-Hamzah is reported to have quoted Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رُیِمأَ  لَاقَ 

دَهُّْزلا نِیِّدلا  یلَعَ  قِلاَخْلأَا  نِوَعْأَ  نِْم  َّنإِ  مُلاََّسلا : هِْیلَعَ 

.ایَْنُّدلا یِف 

The Commander of the Faithful (‘a) has said, “Abstinence from

worldly pleasures is the most helpful of all traits in attaining

(religiousness.” (2

Ali ibn Hashim ibn al-Burayd has reported on the authority of his father that`
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someone asked (Imam) `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) to

p: 318
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.define asceticism

:The Imam (‘a) said

یلَعْأَفَ ءٍایَشْأَ ، هُرَشَعَ 

عِرَوَْلا هِجَرَدَ  یلَعْأَوَ  عِرَوَْلا ، هِجَرَدَ  یَندْأَ  دِهُّْزلا  هِجَرَدَ 

هِجَرَدَ یَندْأَ  نِیقِیَْلا  هِجَرَدَ  یلَعْأَوَ  نِیقِیَْلا ، هِجَرَدَ  یَندْأَ 

{. مْکُاتَآ امَِب  اوحُرَْفتَ  اَلوَ  مْکُتَافَ  امَ  یلَعَ  اوْسَأْتَ  الَْیکَِل  : } َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  بِاتَکِ  نِْم  هٍیَآ  یِف  دَهُّْزلا  َّنإِوَ  لاَأَ  .اضَِّرلا 

Asceticism is of ten ranks

the highest of which is the lowest rank of piety and the highest rank of

(. piety is the lowest rank of conviction (i.e. full faith in Almighty Allah

The highest rank of conviction is the lowest rank of satisfaction. Asceticism

has been explained in a verse of the Holy Qur'an that reads, “In order that

you may not despair over matters that pass you by nor exult over favors

(bestowed upon you. (57:23)” (1

:Jamil ibn Darraj reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) to have narrated the following story

One day, the Messenger of Allah (S) passed by a dead young goat whose ears had
been cut and which was thrown on a dunghill. Upon seeing this dead goat, the Holy
Prophet (S) asked his companions, “What is the value of this dead animal?” They

!” answered, “If it was alive, it would not be worth more than one Dirham

The Holy Prophet (S) commented, “I swear by Him Who grasps my soul in His Hand:
the world is more inferior in the sight of Almighty Allah than this dead goat in the sight

(of its owner.” (2

Al-Zuhri, Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Shihab, has reported that when Imam `Ali ibn al-
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(Husayn Zayn al-`Abidin (‘a
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,was asked to identify the best act in the view of Almighty Allah, he answered

امَ

هِِلوسُرَ هِفَرِْعمَوَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهِا  هِفَرِْعمَ  دَْعَب  لٍمَعَ  نِْم 

َّنإِوَ .ایَْنُّدلا  ضِْغُب  نِْم  لُضَْفأَ  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ 

یَصِعُ امَ  لَُّوأَفَ  .اًبعَشُ  یصِاعَمَْلِلوَ  هًرَیِثکَ  اًبعَشَُل  کَِلذَِل 

رَبَکْتَسْاوَ یَبأَ  نَیحِ  سَیِلْبإِ  هُیَصِْعمَ  یَهِوَ  رُبَکِْلا ، هِِب  اللهُا 

ءَاَّوحَوَ مَدَآ  هُیَصِْعمَ  یَهِوَ  صُرْحِْلاوَ  .نَیرِِفاکَْلا  نَِم  نَاکَوَ 

لاَوَ امَُتْئشِ  ثُْیحَ  نِْم  لاَکُفَ  : ) امَهَُل َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  لَاقَ  نَیحِ 

امَ اذَخَأَفَ  .نَیمِِلاَّظلا ) نَِم  اَنوکُتَفَ  هَرَجََّشلا  هِذِهَ  اَبرَْقتَ 

یَلإِ امَهِِتَّیِّرذُ  یلَعَ  کَِلذَ  لَخَدَفَ  هِْیَلإِ  امَهِِب  هَجَاحَ  لاَ 

امَ لاَ مَدَآ  نُْبا  بُُلطْیَ  امَ  رَثَکْأَ  َّنأَ  کَِلذَوَ  .هِمَایَقِْلا  مِوْیَ 

ثُْیحَ مَدَآ  نِْبا  هُیَصِْعمَ  یَهِوَ  دُسَحَْلا  َّمُث  .هِْیَلإِ  هِِب  هَجَاحَ 

ُّبحُوَ ءِاسَِّنلا  ُّبحُ  کَِلذَ  نِْم  بََّعشَتَفَ  .هُلَتَقَفَ  هُاخَأَ  دَسَحَ 

ُّبحُوَ مِلاَکَْلا  ُّبحُوَ  هِحَاَّرلا  ُّبحُوَ  هِسَاَئِّرلا  ُّبحُوَ  ایَْنُّدلا 

َّنهُُّلکُ نَْعمَتَجْافَ  لٍاصَخِ ، عَْبسَ  نَرْصِفَ  .هِوَرَّْثلاوَ  ِّوُلعُْلا 

هِفَرِْعمَ دَْعَب  ءُامَلَعُْلاوَ  ءُایَِبْنلأَا  لَاقَفَ  ایَْنُّدلا ، ِّبحُ  یِف 

: نِایَیَْندُ ایَْنُّدلاوَ  .هٍئَیطِخَ  ِّلکُ  سُْأرَ  ایَْنُّدلا  ُّبحُ  کَِلذَ :

.هٌَنوعُْلمَ اًیْندُوَ  غٍلاََب  ایَْندُ 

After recognition of Almighty Allah and His Messenger

s), no other act is better than hating this world. There are various forms)
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of hating this world and there are various types of acts of disobedience to

Almighty Allah. The first act of disobedience to Almighty Allah was

,self-conceit, which was committed by Satan who refused and was haughty and

,so, became one of the unbelievers. The second act of disobedience was greed

which was committed by Adam and Eve (1) when Allah, the

Exalted and Majestic, said to them, “Enjoy its good things as you wish, but

approach not this tree, or you run into harm and transgression.” Although

they did not need the fruit of that tree, they ate it and this greed remained

with their offspring until the Day of Resurrection. In this manner, the

children of Adam (i.e. human beings) always seek things that they do not

need. The third act of disobedience was envy, which was committed by Adam’s

son when he killed his brother out of envy. Several things were derived from

envy: love for women, love for this world, love for supremacy, love for

comfort, love for speech, love for headship, and wealth. These are seven

characteristics all of which are gathered in the love for this world. Having

recognized this fact, the Prophets and men of wisdom all said, “The love for

this world is the root of all sins. This world is of two types: the world

(that is a means of our delivery to the Hereafter, and the damned world.”(2

p: 320
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from that tree was in the form of leading him to more integrity and more guidance.
Hence, Prophet Adam’s breaking of this warning being expressed as act of

.disobedience is just metaphorical, not literal
.Shaykh al-Kulayni, al-Kafi 2:130, H. 11 [- 4 - ] 2
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Satisfaction

Satisfaction occupies an aspect in the psychological background of those who train
themselves to abstain from worldly pleasures. They therefore become capable
mentally and spiritually of hold back their personal whims and desires. In view of that,

.man is required to discipline himself on being marked by this feature

The Holy Qur'an has put stress on this feature on many occasions, such as the
:following verses

مْهُدُاَلوْأَ اَلوَ  مْهُُلاوَْمأَ  کَْبجِْعُت  الَفَ 

Let not their wealth nor

(their sons dazzle you. (9:55

p: 321
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هِیِف مْهُنَِتْفنَِل  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  هَرَهْزَ  مْهُْنِم  اجًاوَزْأَ  هِِب  انَْعَّتمَ  امَ  یَلإِ  کَْینَْیعَ  َّنَّدمُتَ  اَلوَ 

Do not strain your eyes in

longing for the things We have given for enjoyment to parties of them, the

(splendor of the life of this world, through which We test them. (20:131

The reported heritage of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is also full of confirmations on this
.distinctive feature in man’s behavior

Ahmad ibn Abi-`Abdullah has reported on the authority of `Amr ibn Abi’l-Miqdam that
:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

نَْبإ هِارَوَّْتلا : یِف  بٌوُتکْمَ 

اللهِا نَِم  یَضِرَ  نْمَ  .نُادَُت  نُیدِتَ  امَکَ  .تَْئشِ  فَْیکَ  نْکُ  مَدَآ ،

، لِمَعَْلا نَِم  رَیسِیَْلا  هُْنِم  اللهُا  لَِبقَ  قِزِّْرلا  نَِم  لِیِلقَْلاِب 

تْکَزَوَ هُُتَنؤُْم  تَّْفخَ  لِلاَحَْلا  نَِم  رِیسِیَْلاِب  یَضِرَ  نْمَوَ 

.رِوجُفُْلا ِّدحَ  نِْم  جَرَخَوَ  هُُتبَسَکْمَ 

It is written in the

Torah: O son of Adam, be as you wish to be. As you subjugate, you will be

subjugated. He who satisfies himself with little sustenance from Allah, Allah

shall accept from him his little deed. He who satisfies himself with legally

,gotten sustenance, his burden will be light, his earning will be multiplied

(and he will give off the limit of sinfulness. (1

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is also reported to have said

اللهُا هُقَزَرَ  امَِب  عَِنقَ  نْمَ 
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.سِاَّنلا ینَغْأَ  نِْم  وَهُفَ 

He who satisfies himself

with whatever sustenance given to him by Almighty Allah is verily the

(wealthiest of all people.(2

Hamzah ibn Harran has narrated that a man complained to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) that he
could not satisfy himself with the earnings he was gaining, because he had a desire

(for gaining more and more. He therefore asked the Imam (‘a

p: 322
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.for an advantageous solution

,The Imam (‘a) thus said to him

نْإِ

نَاکَ نْإِوَ  کَیِنْغُی ، اهَیِف  امَ  یَندْأَفَ  کَیِنْغُی  کَیفِکْیَ  امَ  نَاکَ 

.کَیِنْغُی اهَیِف لاَ  امَ  ُّلکُفَ  کَیِنْغُی  کَیفِکْیَ لاَ  امَ 

If that which is

sufficient to you satisfies you, then you will be satisfied by the least of

the worldly gains, but if that which is sufficient to you never satisfies

(you, then all the gains of this world will never satisfy you. (1

Refraining from Forbidden Acts

Refraining from the forbidden acts is considered the other aspect of the psychological
background of abstinence from worldly pleasures and whims. To refrain from
violating the prohibitions of Almighty Allah makes it obligatory upon man to choose
from the worldly affairs only those which have been deemed lawful by Almighty Allah

:Who says in this regard

کَِلذَکـَ هِمَایـَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هًصَِلاخـَ  ایَْنُّدـلا  هِایـَحَْلا  یِف  اوُنمَآ  نَیذَِّلِل  یَهِ  لُْـق  قِزِّْرلا  نَِم  تِابـَِّیَّطلاوَ  هِدِابـَعِِل  جَرَخْأَ  یِتَّلا  هَِّللا  هَنَیزِ  مََّرحَ  نْمَ  لُْـق 
نَومُلَْعیَ مٍوْقَِل  تِایَآْلا  لُِّصفَُن 

Say, “Who has forbidden

the beautiful gifts of Allah, which He has produced for His servants, and the

things, clean and pure, which He has provided for sustenance?” Say, “They

are, in the life of this world, for those who believe, and purely for them on

the Day of Judgment.” Thus do We explain the signs in detail for those who
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(understand. (7:32

Likewise, to practice refraining from the forbidden acts imposes upon man to avoid all
atrocities, sins, filth, and

p: 323
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falsities. After believing and putting full trust in Him, Almighty Allah has preceded this
:feature to all others, saying

نَورُفِْغیَ مْهُ  اوُبضِغَ  امَ  اذَإِوَ  شَحِاوَفَْلاوَ  مِْثإِْلا  رَِئابَکَ  نَوُبِنتَجْیَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

Those who avoid the greater crimes and shameful deeds, and, when they

(are angry, even then forgive. (42:37

Comporting with the Holy Qur'an, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have given much emphasis to
the significance of and the role played by refraining from forbidden acts in the social
relations. In this respect, `Ali ibn Ibrahim has reported on the authority of `Amr ibn
Sa`id ibn Hilal al-Thaqafi that he said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), “I cannot meet you
except once in many years; therefore, please teach me something which I should

:adopt.” The Imam (‘a) said

اللهِا يوَْقتَِب  کَیصِوأُ 

دٌاهَِتجْإ لاَ عُفَْنیَ  هَُّنأَ لاَ  مْلَعْاوَ  .دِاهَِتجْلإاوَ  عِرَوَْلاوَ 

.هِیِف عَرَوَ 

I advise you to fear

Almighty Allah, refrain from forbidden acts, and work diligently. Be it known

(to you that diligence without refraining from forbidden acts is worthless. (1

Imam Musa al-Ka¨im (‘a) is reported to have said that he very frequently heard his
:father saying

ثَُّدحَتَتَ نْمَ لاَ  انَِتعَیشِ  نِْم  سَْیَل 

اَنءِایَِلوْأَ نِْم  سَْیَلوَ  َّنهِرِودُخُ ، یِف  هِعِرَوَِب  تُارََّدخَمُْلا 

قِْلخَ نِْم  مْهِیِف  لٍجُرَ  فِلاَآ  هُرَشَعَ  اهَیِف  هٍیَرْقَ  یِف  وَهُ  نْمَ 

.هُْنِم عُرَوْأَ  اللهِا 
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He, about whose

devoutness even women that are confined to their houses do not speak, is not

regarded as one of our Shi`ah (i.e. partisans). He, who lives in a village of

ten thousand persons among whom there is an individual more devout than he

(is, is not regarded as one of our loyalists.(2
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Hannan ibn Sadir has reported that Abu’l-Sabbah al-Kinani said to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a),
!” “Great is the extent of harassment we are suffering from people because of you

?” The Imam (‘a) asked, “What kind of harassment are you encountering from people

Al-Kinani said, “Whenever we dispute with someone, he immediately gibes at us,
!’” saying, ‘You are a malicious Ja`farite

!” The Imam (‘a) said, “So, people are gibing at you because of me

.” Al-Kinani answered, “Yes, they are

:The Imam (‘a) said

نْمَ اللهِاوَ ، َّلقَأَ ، امَ 

، هُعُرَوَ َّدتَشْا  نِمَ  یِباحَصْأَ  امََّنإِ  مْکُْنِم ! اًرفَْعجَ  عُِبَّتیَ 

.یِباحَصْأَ ءِلاَؤُهَفَ  .هَُباوََث  اجَرَوَ  هِقِِلاخَِل ، لَمِعَوَ 

By Allah I swear, too

little are those who follow Ja`far amongst you! My followers are only those

who show intense piety, dedicate their deeds to their Creator, and desire His

(rewards. These are exclusively my followers. (1

:Imam al-Baqir (‘a) is reported to have said

ُّلکُ

یِف تْرَهِسَ  نٌْیعَ  ثٍلاََث : رُْیغَ  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هٌیَکِاَب  نٍْیعَ 

نْعَ تَّْضغَ  نٌْیعَوَ  اللهِا ، هِیَشْخَ  نِْم  تْضَافَ  نٌْیعَوَ  اللهِا ، لِیِبسَ 

.اللهِا مِرِاحَمَ 

All eyes will be weeping on the Day of Resurrection

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 574 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_325_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


except for three eyes: an eye that spent a night sleeplessly for Allah’s

sake, an eye that shed tears in fear of Allah, and an eye that was cast down

(against what Allah has prohibited to gaze. (2

:Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) is reported to have said
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امَ یِف 

امَ یسَوُم ، ایَ  مُلاََّسلا : هِْیلَعَ  یسَوُم  هِِب  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهُا  یجَاَن 

، یِمرِاحَُم نْعَ  عِرَوَْلا  لِْثمِِب  نَوُبِّرقَتَمُْلا  َّیَلإِ  بََّرقَتَ 

.اًدحَأَ مْهُعَمَ  كُرِشْأُ  نٍدْعَ لاَ  تِاَّنجَ  مْهُحُیِبأُ  یِّنإِفَ 

Within

(the confidential talks of Allah, the Almighty and Majestic, with (Prophet

Moses (‘a) are the following words: “O Moses, no means used by those who seek

nearness to Me has ever been better than refraining from My prohibitions. As

a result, I will allow them exclusively to the Paradisiacal gardens of

(perpetual abode. (1

Modesty

Modesty is a high moral and psychological standard that prevents from rushing
towards lusts and from being under the drift of passions. It also grants intellects an
opportunity to hold sway over the line of conduct and to choose the best. From this
cause, the importance of this feature has been confirmed in man generally and in
women particularly with regard to the fact that women’s lusts are more irrepressible
than men’s are. Modesty alone can control such lusts. Through a valid chain of

:authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has reported Imam `Ali (‘a) as saying

لَعَجَفَ ءٍازَجْأَ ، هَرَشَعَ  هَوَهَّْشلا  اللهُا  قَلَخَ 

وَْلوَ لِاجَِّرلا ; یِف  اًدحِاوَ  اًءزْجُوَ  ءِاسَِّنلا  یِف  ءٍازَجْأَ  هَعَسِْت 

هِوَهَّْشلا ءِازَجْأَ  رِدْقَ  یلَعَ  ءِایَحَْلا  نَِم  َّنهِیِف  اللهُا  لَعَجَ  امَ  لاَ 

.هِِب تٌاقَِّلعَتَُم  هٍوَسِْن  عُسِْت  لٍجُرَ  ِّلکُِل  نَاکََل 
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Almighty Allah has created lust in ten parts nine of

which were put in women while only one part in men. Had it not been for the modesty

,that Almighty Allah has put in women according to the amount of their lusts

(every nine women would have been passionately attached to one man. (2
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This is why the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have considered modesty to be inseparable part of
.faith; therefore, without modesty, there is no faith

Through a valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has reported Imam

:al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

نِامَ _ يلإِا نَِم  ءُایَحَْلا 

.هَِّنجَْلا یِف  نُامَ  _ يلإِاوَ

,Modesty is part of faith

(and faith leads to Paradise. (1

Mu`adh ibn Kathir is reported to have quoted Imam al-Baqir or Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as
:saying

نُامَ _ يلإِاوَ ءُایَحَْلا 

.هُبَحِاصَ هُعَِبتَ  امَهُدُحَأَ  بَهَذَ  اذَإِفَ  نٍرَقَ ، یِف  نِاَنورُْقمَ 

Modesty and faith are tied

(with the same rope; therefore, if one of them goes, the other will follow it. (2

Ahmad ibn `Abdullah has reported one the authority of one of our companions that
:one of the Holy Imams (‘a) quoted the Holy Prophet (S) as saying

ءُایَحَْلا

وَهُ لِْقعَْلا  ءُایَحَفَ  قٍمْحُ ، ءُایَحَوَ  لٍْقعَ  ءُایَحَ  نِاءَایَحَ :

.لُهْجَْلا وَهُ  قِمْحُْلا  ءُایَحَوَ  مُْلعِْلا ،

Modesty is of two categories; Modesty of reason and modesty

of idiocy. The modesty of reason stands for knowledge, while the modesty of
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(idiocy stands for ignorance. (3

Honesty and fulfillment of Trusts

Honesty and trustworthiness are the most distinctive features that act as excellent
examples and directly relate to social
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relations. Before he was commissioned as prophet, the Holy Prophet (S) had been
well-known for his honesty and trustworthiness—two features that greatly and

.positively influenced the movement of the Islamic promulgation

Giving much emphasis to these two features and showing their significance, the Holy
Qur'an enjoined Muslims to be characterized by them, warned against violating them,
described, on more than one occasion, the faithful believers as carrying them, and

:even described the Prophets as carrying them. It has thus said

نَوعُارَ مْهِدِهْعَوَ  مْهِِتاَنامَأَِل  مْهُ  نَیذَِّلاوَ 

Those who faithfully

(observe their trusts and their covenants. (23:8

ایِبَن اًلوسُرَ  نَاکَوَ  دِعْوَْلا  قَدِاصَ  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  لَیعِامَسْإِ  بِاتَکِْلا  یِف  رْکُذْاوَ 

Also mention in the Book

the story of Isma`il. He was strictly true to what he promised and he was a

(messenger and a prophet. (19:54

نَیعِشـِاخَْلاوَ تِارَِباَّصلاوَ  نَیرِِباَّصلاوَ  تِاقَدِاَّصلاوَ  نَیِقدِاَّصلاوَ  تِاتـَِناقَْلاوَ  نَیِتِناقـَْلاوَ  تِانـَِمؤْمُْلاوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلاوَ  تِامَِلسـْمُْلاوَ  نَیمِِلسـْمُْلا  َّنإِ 
تِارَکِاَّذلاوَ ارًیِثکَ  هََّللا  نَیرِکِاَّذلاوَ  تِاظَِفاحَْلاوَ  مْهُجَورُُف  نَیظِِفاحَْلاوَ  تِامَِئاَّصلاوَ  نَیمِِئاَّصلاوَ  تِاقَِّدصـَتَمُْلاوَ  نَیِقِّدصـَتَمُْلاوَ  تِاعَشـِاخَْلاوَ 

امًیظِعَ ارًجْأَوَ  هًرَفِْغمَ  مْهَُل  هَُّللا  َّدعَأَ 

,For Muslim men and women

,for believing men and women, for devout men and women, for true men and women

for men and women who are patient and constant, for men and women who humble

themselves, for men and women who give in Charity, for men and women who fast

and deny themselves, for men and women who guard their chastity, and for men

and women who engage much in Allah's praise, for them has Allah prepared

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 580 of 598

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(forgiveness and great reward. (33:35

Shaykh al-Kulayni, in al-Kafi, has reported through a valid
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:chain of authority that Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) said

مَْل َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ  اللهَا  َّنإِ 

یَلإِ هَِنامَلأَا  ءِادَأَوَ  ثِیدِحَْلا  قِدْصِِب  َّلاإِ  اًّیِبَن  ثْعَْبیَ 

.رِجِافَْلاوَ ِّربَْلا 

Verily, Almighty Allah has

never sent any prophet except that he be honest and fulfill the trusts of all

(people, be they righteous or sinful.(1

:Ishaq ibn `Ammar and others have reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

مْهِِتلاَصَِب اوُّرتَْغتَ  لاَ 

هِلاََّصلاِب جَهَِل  امََّبرُ  لَجَُّرلا  َّنإِفَ  مْهِِمایَصِِب ; لاَوَ 

دَْنعِ مْهُورُِبتَخْا  نِکَِلوَ  شَحَوْتَسْا ، هُکَرَتَ  وَْل  یَّتحَ  مِوَّْصلاوَ 

.هَِنامَلأَا ءِادَأَوَ  ثِیدِحَْلا  قِدْصِ 

Do not be deceived by

their prayers and fasting, for they have habituated themselves to performing

prayers and observing fasting so customarily that they will feel desolate if

they neglect them. Yet, you should test them through honesty and fulfillment

(of trusts. (2

Amr ibn Abi’l-Miqdam has reported that in his first visit to him, Imam al-Baqir (‘a)`
,said to him

لَْبقَ قَدِّْصلا  اومَُّلعَتَ 

The Role of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in Building the Virtuous Community,
Book Six: The System of Social Relations of the Virtuous Community

Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 582 of 598

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_329_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/15265/J6/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_329_2
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.ثِیدِحَْلا

Learn how to be honest

(before you study hadith. (3

Abu-Kahmas has reported that when he conveyed the greetings of `Abdullah ibn Abi-
:Ya`fur to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a), the Imam (‘a) said

.مُلاََّسلا هِْیلَعَوَ  کَْیلَعَ 

َّنإِ هَُل : لُْقوَ  مَلاََّسلا  هُْئرِْقأَفَ  اللهِا  دَْبعَ  تَْیتَأَ  اذَإِ 

ٌّیِلعَ هِِب  غَلََب  امَ  رْظُْنأُ  کََل : لُوقُیَ  دٍَّمحَُم  نَْب  رَفَْعجَ 

هِِلآوَ هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  دَْنعِ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ 

غَلََب امَ  غَلََب  امََّنأَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  اًّیِلعَ  َّنإِفَ  هُْمزَْلافَ ،

ثِیدِحَْلا قِدْصِِب  هِِلآوَ  هِْیلَعَ  اللهُا  یَّلصَ  اللهِا  لِوسُرَ  دَْنعِ  هِِب 

.هَِنامَلأَا ءِادَأَوَ 

.Peace be upon you and him

When you visit `Abdullah, convey my greetings and say to him, “Ja`far ibn

Muhammad says, ‘Consider the matters due to which `Ali (‘a) attained such a

supreme position with the Messenger of Allah (S) and then commit yourselves

to them. In fact, `Ali (‘a) attained the position that he attained with the

Messenger of Allah (S) due to two things: honesty and fulfillment of

(trusts.’” (4
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:Abdullah ibn Abi-Ya`fur has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying`

اوُنوکُ

مُکُْنِم اوْرَیَِل  مْکُِتنَسِْلأ ، رِْیغَِب  رِْیخَْلاِب  سِاَّنلِل  هًاعَدُ 

.عَرَوَْلاوَ قَدِّْصلاوَ  دَاهَِتجْلإا 

Act as heralds to goodness in the milieus of people by

other means than your tongues (i.e. speech) so that they can become aware of

(your diligence, honesty, and piety. (1

Straightforwardness

To be straightforward, steadfast, and resolute in work is one of the features of those
who play the role of excellent examples in society, because it has a big bearing on the
building of man’s personality and the development and establishment of good social

.relations with others

The Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have called the attentions to this feature when they advised their
followers to endure and continue on a certain work for one year at least so that the
others would not think of them as unsteady and irregular. Besides, the results of any

;deed cannot come to sight in a short period
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therefore, it is necessary to be patient and wait so that one can learn with certainty
.whether this deed is valid or invalid

In al-Kafi, Shaykh al-Kulayni, through a valid chain of authority, has reported Imam

:al-Baqir (‘a) as saying

اللهِا یَلإِ  لِامَعْلأَا  ُّبحَأَ 

.َّلقَ نْإِوَ  دُْبعَْلا  هِْیلَعَ  مَوَادَ  امَ  َّلجَوَ  َّزعَ 

The most cherished deed in

the sight of Almighty Allah is the work in which a servant persists, no

(matter how little it may be. (1

Through another valid chain of authority, Shaykh al-Kulayni has reported Imam `Ali
:ibn al-Husayn (‘a) to have said

یِّنإِ

.َّلقَ نْإِوَ  لِمَعَْلا  یلَعَ  مَوِادَأُ  نْأَ  ُّبحِلأُ 

I do love to keep doing

(a certain work, no matter how little it may be.(2

یِّنإِ

.ٌّرقِتَسُْم یِلمَعَوَ  یِّبرَ  یلَعَ  مَدِْقأُ  نْأَ  ُّبحِلأُ 

I surely would love that when I meet my Lord, I will have

(been constant in my work. (3

Excellent Examples

Through their guidelines and advice, the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have aimed at building a
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virtuous community and excellent examples in Muslim society. They have sometimes

directed their partisans towards the necessity of adorning themselves with the
highest Islamic moral standards that represent this excellent example and, on other

.occasions, condemned them for showing vicious traits

Let us now refer to some pieces of discourse in which the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) have
depicted the picture of true Shi`ah and sublime excellent examples in the virtuous

.community
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:Hamran ibn A`yun has quoted Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as narrating the following account

Imam `Ali ibn al-Husayn (‘a) was sitting in his house when the door was knocked. He
asked one of his bondmaids to open the door. “We are a group of your Shi`ah,” they

.shouted from behind the door

As soon as he heard this statement, the Imam (‘a) jumped so hurriedly that he was
:about to fall down. When he opened the door, he moved back and said

! اوُبذِکَ

نَْیأَ هِدَابَعِْلا ؟ رَُثأَ  نَْیأَ  هِوجُوُْلا ؟ یِف  تُمَّْسلا  نَْیأَفَ 

مْهِِتدَابَعِِب نَوُفرَْعُی  انَُتعَیشِ  امََّنإِ  دِوجُُّسلا ؟ ءُامَیسِ 

تِرَِثدُوَ فَاَنلآا ، مُهُْنِم  هُدَابَعِْلا  تِحََّرقَ  دْقَ  .مْهِِثعَشَوَ 

دْقَ هِافَِّشلا ، لُْبذُ  نِوطُُبْلا ، صُمْخُ  دُجِاسَمَْلاوَ ; هُابَجِْلا 

عطَقَوَ یِلایََّللا  رُهَسَ  قَلَخْأَوَ  مْهُهَوجُوُ ، هُدَاَبَعِْلا  تِجََّیهَ 

، سُاَّنلا تَکَسَ  اذَإِ  نَوحُِّبسَمُْلا  مْهُثَثَجُ ; رُجِاوَهَْلا 

حَرِفَ اذَإِ  نَوُنوزُحْمَْلاوَ  سُاَّنلا ، مَاَن  اذَإِ  نَوُّلصَمُْلاوَ 

مْهُُلغُاشَتَوَ هُمَحَّْرلا ، مُهُُملاَکَ  دِهُّْزلاِب ، نَوُفرَْعُی  سُاَّنلا ;

.هَِّنجَْلاِب

You are lying. Where are the marks on the faces? Where are the signs of

worship? Where are the features of prostration? Our Shi`ah are only those who

are characterized by much worship and shagginess. Their noses are impaired

due to worshipping, and their foreheads, as well as the other organs of

prostration, are effaced. Their stomachs are atrophied and their lips are
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withered. Worship has changed their faces, staying up at nights has fatigued

them, and hot weather has affected their bodies. They praise Almighty Allah

when other people are silent, offer prayers when other people are asleep, and

,are sad when other people are happy. Their distinctive feature is asceticism

(their wording is mercy and their main concern is (how to win) Paradise. (1

p: 332

.Allamah `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 65:169, H. 30 [- ` 1 - ] 1
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,Jabir (ibn `Abdullah) has reported Imam al-Baqir (‘a) as saying to him

ایَ

ودُْعیَ نْمَ لاَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ  هُعَیشِ  امََّنإِ  رُِباجَ ،

، اًیِلاقَ انََل  حُدَمْیَ  لاَ  هَُندََب ; هُؤُانَحْشَ  لاَوَ  هُعَمْسَ  هُُتوْصَ 

هُعَیشِ .اًبِئاعَ  انََل  سُِلاجَُی  لاَوَ  اًضغِْبُم  انََل  لُصِاوَُی  لاَوَ 

لاَوَ بِْلکَْلا ، رَیرِهَ  ُّرهِیَ  نْمَ لاَ  مُلاََّسلا  هِْیلَعَ  ٍّیِلعَ 

.اًعوجُ تَامَ  نْإِوَ  سِاَّنلا  لُأَسْیَ  لاَوَ  بِارَغُْلا ، عَمَطَ  عُمَطْیَ 

اودُهِشَ نْإِ  مْهُرُایَدِ ; هُلَقِتَْنمُْلا  مُهُشُْیعَ  هُضَیفِخَْلا  کَِئَلوأُ 

مَْل اوضُرِمَ  نْإِوَ  اودُقَتَْفُی ، مَْل  اوُباغَ  نْإِوَ  اوُفرَْعُی ، مَْل 

.نَورُوَازَتَیَ مْهِرِوُبُق  یِف  اودُهَشُْی ; مَْل  اوُتامَ  نْإِوَ  اودُاعَُی ،

O Jabir, the true Shi`ah of `Ali (‘a) are only those whose voices do not exceed their
hearings and

detestations do not exceed their bodies. They neither praise those who detest

us, nor have regard for those who hate us, nor associate with those who

,revile us. The true Shi`ah of `Ali (‘a) do not bark like dogs, covet like crows

.or beg people openly even if they starve. Their earnings are hardly sufficient

.Their dwellings are roving. When they are present, they are not recognized

When they are absent, they are not missed. When they are sick, nobody visits

them. When they die, nobody participates in their funeral ceremonies. They

.exchange visits in their graves
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?” Jabir asked, “Where can I find such people

,The Imam (‘a) answered

یِف

(. نَیرِِفاکَْلا یلَعَ  هٍَّزعِأَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَ  هٍَّلذِأَ  : ) َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  لُوْقَ  وَهُوَ  قِاوَسْلأَا ، نَْیَب  ضِرْلأَا  فِارَطْأَ 

You will find them living

,in the outskirts among the marts. They are those intended in Allah’s saying

.They are humble towards the believers and dignified before the unbelievers“

(1) (” 5:54)

p: 333

.Allamah `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 65:168, H. 28 [- ` 1 - ] 1
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:Ab-Basir has reported Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) as saying

عِرَوَْلا لُهْأَ  انَُتعَیشِ 

دِهُّْزلا لُهْأَوَ  هَِنامَلأَاوَ  ءِافَوَْلا  لُهْأَوَ  دِاهَِتجْلإاوَ 

مِوْیَْلا یِف  هًعَکْرَ  نَیسِمْخَوَ  يدَحْإ  بُاحَصْأَ  هِدَابَعِْلاوَ ؛

نَوُّکزَُی رَاهََّنلا ، نَومُِئاَّصلا  لَْیَّللا  نَومُِئاقَْلا  هِلَْیَّللاوَ ،

.مٍَّرحَُم َّلکُ  نَوُبِنتَجْیَوَ  تَْیبَْلا  نَوُّجحِیَوَ  مْهَُلاوَْمأَ 

Our Shi`ah are the people

of piety, diligence, faithfulness, and honesty. They are also the people of

asceticism and worship. They offer fifty-one units of prayer in a single day

.and night. They pass their nights with worship and their days with fasting

They purify their wealth, go on pilgrimage to the House of God, and refrain

(from committing any forbidden act. (1

:Ibn Abi-Najran has reported that he heard Imam al-Riza (‘a) saying

دْقَفَ انَتَعَیشِ  يدَاعَ  نْمَ 

اوقُِلخُ اَّنِم ، مْهَُّنلأَِ  اَنلاَاوَ ، دْقَفَ  مْهُلاَاوَ  نْمَوَ  اَنادَاعَ ،

سَْیلَفَ مْهُضَغَْبأَ  نْمَوَ  اَّنِم ، وَهُفَ  مْهَُّبحَأَ  نْمَ  .انَِتنَیطِ  نِْم 

هِمَحْرَ یِف  نَوُبَّلقَتَیَوَ  اللهِا ، رِوُنِب  نَورُظُْنیَ  انَُتعَیشِ  .اَّنِم 

انَِتعَیشِ نِْم  دٍحَأَ  نِْم  امَ  .اللهِا  هِمَارَکَِب  نَوزُوفُیَوَ  اللهِا ،

انَمْمَتَغْإ َّلاإِ  َّمتَغْإ  لاَوَ  هِضِرَمَِل ، انَضْرِمَ  َّلاإِ  ضُرُمْیَ 

اَّنعَ بُیغِیَ  لاَوَ  هِحِرَفَِل ، انَحْرِفَ  َّلاإِ  حُرَْفیَ  لاَوَ  هِِّمغَِل ،
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، اهَِبرْغَ وْأَ  ضِرْلأَا  قِرْشَ  یِف  نَاکَ  نَْیأَ  انَِتعَیشِ  نِْم  دٌحَأَ 

مْهُْنِم كَرَتَ  نْمَوَ  انَْیلَعَ ، وَهُفَ  اًنْیدَ  انَِتعَیشِ  نِْم  كَرَتَ  نْمَوَ 

هَلاََّصلا نَومُیقُِی  نَیذَِّلا  انَُتعَیشِ  .هِِتَثرَوَِل  وَهُفَ  لاًامَ 

رَهْشَ نَوُموصُیَوَ  مَارَحَْلا  تَْیبَْلا  نَوُّجحِیَوَ  هَاکََّزلا  نَوُتؤُْیوَ 

.مْهِِئادَعْأَ نِْم  نَوؤَُّربَتَیَوَ  تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  نَوُلاوَُیوَ  نَاضَمَرَ 

، يوَْقَّتلاوَ عِرَوَْلا  لُهْأَوَ  یقَُّتلاوَ ، نِامَ  _ يلإِا لُهْأَ  کَِئَلوأُ 

مْهِْیلَعَ نَعَطَ  نْمَوَ  اللهِا ، یلَعَ  َّدرَ  دْقَفَ  مْهِْیلَعَ  َّدرَ  نْمَ 

هُؤُایَِلوْأَوَ اًقّحَ ، اللهِا  دُابَعِ  مْهَُّنلأَِ  اللهِا ; یلَعَ  نَعَطَ  دْقَفَ 

رَضَمَوُ هَعَیِبرَ  لِْثِم  یِف  عُفَشْیََل  مْهُدَحَأَ  َّنإِ  اللهِاوَ  .اًقدْصِ 

.َّلجَوَ َّزعَ  اللهِا  یلَعَ  هِِتمَارَکَِل  مْهِیِف  اللهُا  هُعُِّفشَُیفَ 

Whoever antagonizes our

Shi`ah is antagonizing us and whoever shows loyalty to them is showing

loyalty to us, because they are part of us. They were created from the same

clay from which we were created. He who loves them is one of us, but he who

hates them does not belong to us. Our Shi`ah see through the light of

Almighty Allah, move about in the mercy of Him, and will win the dignity of

,Him. We feel the same pains that any one of our Shi`ah feels during ailment

we become grieved whenever any of them becomes grieved, and we feel happy

whenever any of them feels happy. No one of our Shi`ah can be out of our

auspices, whether he was in the east or the west of the earth. The debt that
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is left by any one of our Shi`ah is in our responsibility while the estate is

his heirs’. Our Shi`ah are those who perform the prayers, defray the zakat

tax, go on the Hajj Pilgrimage to the Holy House of Allah, observe fasting

during the month of Ramazan, declare their loyalty to the Prophet’s

household, and declare their disavowal of the enemies of them. Those are the

people of faith and God-fearing, and the people of piety and devoutness. He

who rejects them is rejecting Allah, and he who defames them is speaking ill

of Allah, because they are the true servants and the genuine disciples of

Him. By Allah I swear, each individual of them will be granted (on the Day of

Resurrection) the right to intercede for as many people as the individuals of

(the tribes of Rabi`ah and Muzar. This is Almighty Allah’s honor to them. (2

p: 334

Shaykh al-Saduq, Sifat al-Shi`ah, pp. 2; `Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar [- 2 - ] 1
.68:167, H. 33 as quoted from the previous reference book

.Allamah al-Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar 65:167, H. 25 [- ` 1 - ] 2
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,To end, let us present this admirably superb discourse

p: 335
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known as the description of the God-fearing, in which Imam `Ali (‘a) describes the
partisans of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). A few paragraphs of this discourse have been

.previously cited within the particularities of the virtuous community
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