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Introduction

In the Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

This book contains Part 21rst of the Holy Qur’ān which begins with verse 45 from Sura

Al-‘Ankabūt, No. 29 and ends with the last verse of Sura Al-’Ahzāb, No. 33. Then some

verses of this Sura, which relate to Part 22nd of the Qur’ān, are involved in this book in
order that, firstly, we complete the whole Sura in this volume and, secondly, to

decrease the thickness of the next book, which will contain nearly two parts of the

.Qur’ān, Allah Willing

As usual, we mention here that for being acquainted with more information about the

source and purpose of providing this endeavour, and that how the dear reader or

readers of it can utilize the text of this commentary best, we may recommend you to

study the introduction detailed at the beginning of book No. one (part one) which will

.surely be helpful

Now, again and again we ask Allah, the Almighty, to help us, as ever before, and to

.assist us to complete this sacred task successfully

May He (s.w.t.) guide and succour all of us by the light of the Qur’ān to pave its

.Straight Path further and further, for we are always in need of His favours

The Scientific and Religious Research Centre

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Sayyid ‘Abbās Sadr-‘Āmilī

The Translator
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Transliteration of Arabic Letters
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مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

Part 21, Sura Al-‘Ankabūt

Section 5: To argue in the best way possible

Point

The Apostle (Muhammad) to rehearse mankind what has been revealed to him. To

argue with people in the best way possible – The Apostle Muhammad did not recite

any book before he received The Qur’ān nor did he write anything by himself – The

Qur’ān consists of the clear verses which are in the breasts of those who are granted

.knowledge – Qur’ān is Mercy from Allah as well as the reminder for the believers

نَوعُنَصْتَ امَ  مُلَْعیَ  هَُّللاوَ  رُبَکْأَ  هَِّللا  رُکْذَِلوَ  رِکَنمُْلاوَ  ءِآشَحْفَْلا  نِعَ  یهَْنتَ  هَلاََّصلا  َّنإِ  هَلاََّصلا  مِِقأَوَ  بِاتَکِْلا  نَِم  کَْیَلإِ  یَحِوُا  آمَ  لُْتا  } 45{

Recite that which has been revealed to you of the Book, and establish the prayer, . “ 45
verily prayer keeps (one) away from indecency and evil, and certainly the

.” remembrance of Allah is greater, and Allah knows what you do
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Commentary, verse: 45

Point

In this verse Allah’s commands to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) for reciting the Qur’ān and

establishing the prayer have come beside each other and it is for the sake that Qur’ān

and prayer are two strengthening sources of strength. Allah, Who informs His Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) of a heavy responsibility, tells him to take help from two strengthening

sources for performing this heavy responsibility; one is recitation of the Qur’ān, and

.the other is establishing prayers

However, after the end of different parts of the life story of the former nations and

the great prophets and the unpleasant manner of those nations with those Divine

leaders, and the painful end of their lives, in order to comfort and console the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and for strengthening his spirit and showing a general and conclusive policy,
:the Qur’ān, addressing him, commands him and at first says

, …” Recite that which has been revealed to you of the Book“

He (p.b.u.h.) is commanded to recite these verses, because whatever he wants is

found in them: knowledge and wisdom, advice and admonition, the criterion of the

cognition of right and wrong, the means of enlightening of the heart and spirit, and

the path of every group and people to move along, all are in the Qur’ān. He should

recite it and apply it in his life, recite it and be inspired by it and recite it and enlighten

.his heart by the light of its recitation

Next to this command, which is, indeed, an instructive one, it pays to the second

:command which is the main branch of education. It says

,and establish the prayer, verily prayer keeps (one) away from indecency and evil “… 
…”
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Of course, since the nature of prayer reminds man the strongest restraining factor,
i.e. the firm belief in origin and Resurrection, it has an impedimental effect from

.indecency and evil

He who stands in prayer, says ‘Allahu Akbar’, and calls Allah higher than and beyond

everything, he remembers his bounties, praises and glorifies Him, praises Him for His

mercifulness and compassionateness, remembers the Day of His Judgment,
confesses his servitude to Him, seeks for His help, asks Him to lead him to the straight

Way, and he refuges to Him for the path of those inflicted with His wrath and those

(gone astray. (The content of Sura Al-Fātihah

No doubt, there will appear a movement in the heart and spirit of such a person

.toward the truth, purity, and piety

He bows for Allah, he falls in prostration before Him, he contemplates deeply in His

.greatness, and forgets overweening and self-admiration

He certifies to His Oneness, attests to the prophecy of the Prophet Muhammad

(p.b.u.h.), and he sends salutation to His Prophet and asks Allah in supplication that He

.appoints him among the righteous servants

All these things create a wave of spirituality in him, a wave that can be considered as

.a barrier against sins

This action is repeated several times in a day and night, and when he gets up in the

.morning he is drowned in the remembrance of Allah

At midday, when he is busy with material life, suddenly he hears the sound of ‘Allāhu

’Akbar’ called by Mu’azzin, he ceases his current program and hastens to go to Him.
And even at the end of the day and at the beginning of the night, before he goes to

bed to rest, he prattles with Him and makes his heart the centre of the rays of His

Light. Moreover, while he is
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preparing himself for establishing prayer, he washes himself and purifies himself, he

sends away unlawful things and anger from him and goes toward Him. All these

affairs have an impedimental effect against the line of indecency and evil. But as

much as every prayer contains the conditions of perfection and the essence of

worship, it keeps one away from indecency and evil. Sometimes it is a general and

.inclusive prohibition and sometimes it is a limited and partial prohibition

It is often impossible that someone keeps up prayer but it affects him nothing, even

when his prayer is untrue, even if he is sinful. This kind of prayer, of course, has a little

effect, and if such persons did not keep up that very prayer, they would be more

.polluted than that

Speaking more clearly, the prohibition from indecency and evil has naturally many

degrees, and according to observing its conditions, every prayer deserves some of

.these degrees

:Some Traditions

A tradition indicates that the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) once said: “The five ritual - 1
prayers is like a stream with flowing wholesome water at the door of the house of one

of you in which he washes himself five times a day, then there will remain no dirt (over

(his body).”(1

Imam Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “I recommend you to prayer and protecting - 2
(it because verily it is the best deed and it is the pillar of your religion.”(2

We recite in a tradition from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that a young man from the - 3
Helpers (’Ansār) once established prayer with the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) while he was

.( polluted with some ugly sins. Some persons went to the Prophet (p.b.u.h

p: 20
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and told him his circumstance. He (p.b.u.h.) said: “Verily his prayer will finally purify him

(from his pollution one day.”(1

This very effect of prayer is so important that some Islamic traditions refer to it as - 4
the criterion of the accepted prayer and the none-accepted prayer. For instance,
Imam Sādiq (a.s.) says: “The one who likes to know whether his prayer has been

accepted or not, he should see whether his prayer hindered him from indecency and

evil, then with the same scale that it has hindered him, his prayer is accepted from

(him.”(2

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “Islam has been founded on five things: the prayer (Salāt), - 5
the poor-rate (Zakāt), Hajj pilgrimage, fasting, and wilāyat (mastership) of Ahl-ul-Bayt

((a.s.).”(3

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) once said: “Whoever protects his five (ritual) - 6
prayers, on the Day of Hereafter they will be light, guide, and (means of) deliverance

(for him.”(4

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “The first thing that will be reckoned from a servant is the - 7
prayer. Then if the prayer is accepted, his other (good) deeds will be accepted, but if it

(is rejected his other (good) deeds will not be accepted either.”(5

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “When our children are five years old, we order them to - 8
establish the prayer, then when your children become seven years old, order them to

(establish the prayer.”(6

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Allah says: ‘Verily I have a covenant for my servant that - 9
if he establishes the prayer in its

p: 21
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(time I may not punish him, and that I admit him in Paradise without reckoning.”(1

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Whoever takes his prayer light will not be of - 10
(me and by Allah he will not arrive unto me in the pond (of Kauthar).”(2

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Whoever intentionally abandons the prayer - 11
(his name will be written on the door of Hell among those who enter it.”(3

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Never comes the time of prayer but an angel calls - 12
among people: ‘O people! Stand up and by means of your prayer, extinguish the fire

(you have kindled upon your selves’.”(4

:Finally, at the end of the verse the Qur’ān adds

, …” and certainly the remembrance of Allah is greater “… 

The appearance of the above sentence is that there is a more important statement

for prayer than this. That is, one of other important effects and blessings of the

prayer, which is also even more important than prohibition from indecency and evil, is
that it reminds man of Allah that is the main cause of every goodness and prosperity.
Even the main factor of prohibition from indecency and evil is this very ‘remembrance

.of Allah’, too. Its superiority, in fact, is in that it is also counted the cause and the basis

In principle, the remembrance of Allah is the source of life and peace for the hearts,
and nothing is comparable with it. The Qur’ān says: “… Behold! By Allah’s

(remembrance (only) the hearts are set at rest.”(5
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In principle, the essence of all worships, irrespective of prayer and other than that, is
the remembrance of Allah: The sayings of prayer, the acts of prayer, the preliminary

deeds of prayer and the supplications after prayer all, indeed, revive the

.remembrance of Allah in man’s heart

It is noteworthy that in Sura Tā-Hā, No. 20, verse 14 this philosophy of prayer has been

.” pointed out, and Allah tells Moses: “… and establish prayer for My remembrance

And in view of the fact that the men’s intentions and the level of the attention of their

hearts in prayer, as well as other worships, is very different. So at the end of the

:verse, the Qur’ān says

.” and Allah knows what you do “… 

Allah knows the deeds you do in hidden or manifestly, the intentions you have in your

.mind, and the words you utter by your tongue

:The Effect of Prayer in an Individual and in Society

Prayer is not a thing the philosophy of which can be concealed to anyone, yet

attention to the text of the verses of the Qur’ān and Islamic narrations lead us to

.some more narrow points in this grand

The spirit, bases, preliminary, result and, finally, the philosophy of prayer is the . 1
remembrance of Allah. It is that very ‘remembrance of Allah’ which has been

.mentioned in the above verse as the most superior result

Of course, it must be a remembrance which paves the way for contemplation, and a
contemplation which leads to action; as Imam Sādiq (a.s.) on the commentary of the

phrase: /wa liŏikr-ullah-i-’akbar/ says: “The remembrance of Allah at the

p: 23

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 52 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


time of performing a ‘lawful’ and ‘unlawful’ action.”(1)(That is, one must remember

.( Allah and goes to a lawful thing and renounces an unlawful one

The prayer is a means for wiping out one’s sins and for Allah’s forgiveness, . 2
because, more or less, prayer invites man to repenting and amending the past. So we

recite in a tradition narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he asked: “If there is a

stream at the door of the house of one of you in which he washes himself five times a
day, will there remain anything from the dirt over his body?” He was answered: ‘No’.
Then he (p.b.u.h.) said: “Verily the parable of the prayer is like the parable of the

flowing stream. Whenever he keeps up prayer, the sins he has committed between

(two ritual prayers will be vanished.”(2

Thus, the wounds which the man’s soul obtains because of sins will be cured by

.prayer as a vulnerary, and the rust covered the heart will be wiped out

Prayer is a barrier against the future sins, because it strengthens the essence of . 3
faith in man, and grows the plant of piety in his heart, and we know that ‘Faith’ and

‘piety’ are two strong dams before sins. This is the same thing that has been stated in
the above verse as the prohibition of indecency and evil, and it is the same thing that

many Islamic Traditions refer to. There were many sinful persons whose story life

was explained to the leaders of Islam and these leaders said that prayer would rectify

.them; and it did

Prayer removes negligence. The greatest affliction for those who pave the path of . 4
truth is that they forget the aim of their creation and are utterly busy with the material

life and temporary joys. But prayer, which is established five times a

p: 24
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day and in different hours, it ceaselessly warns man and reminds him the aim of his

creation; it reiterates him his situation in the world. This is a great bounty that man

.has a means which warns him earnestly several times a day of his duty

Prayer breaks egotism and haughtiness for everyday a person performs seventeen . 5
units of prayer and in each of them he puts his forehead on the dust before his Lord

and he sees him not only a very small thing before the greatness of Allah but also

.naught before Infinity

Prayer removes the curtains of pride and self-loving and destroys arrogance and self-
superiority. It is for this reason that Ali (a.s.) in his famous tradition, wherein the

philosophies of Islamic worships are explained, next to Faith, refers to the first

worship which is prayer with this very aim and says: “Allah has enjoined Faith for

(purification from polytheism, and Salāt (prayer) for purification from vanity, …”(1

Prayer is a means of fostering the virtues of morals, and that of man’s spiritual . 6
perfection, because it brings out man from limited material world and surrounded

nature, and invites him to the kingdom of heavens, and makes him high in the same

level with the angels. Without any agent, he sees him before Allah and speaks with

.Him

The repetition of prayer during day and night, and emphasizing on the attributes of

Allah, such as: mercifulness, compassionateness, and greatness, especially with

taking help from the different suras of the Qur’ān, which are recited next to Sura Al-
Fātihah, that are the best invitors to goodnesses and purifications, have a

.considerable effect in the growth of the ethical virtues in man

p: 25
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Upon the philosophy of prayer, Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) in a tradition says: “For

(the God-fearing, prayer is a means of seeking nearness (to Allah).”(1

Prayer gives value and spirit to other deeds, because it makes the essence of . 7
sincerity alive in man. Prayer is a collection of: sincere intention, pure sayings, and

noble deeds. The repetition of these things every night and day grows the seeds of

other good deeds in man’s spirit and strengthens the essence of sincerity in him. In

his famous tradition, Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.), after his head was cleft by the

sword of Ibn-Muljam, the wretched, said: “… (Fear) Allah (and) keep Allah in view in
(the matter of prayer, because it is the pillar of your religion.”(2

We know that when the pillar of a tent breaks or falls, the ropes around it are useless.
Such is when the relation of the servants through prayer abolishes, other deeds lose

.their effect

Besides the content of the prayer, regarding its veracity conditions, it invites man to

purification of his life, because we know the place where he perform prayer, the

pieces of his clothing, the carpet on which he keeps up his prayer, the water with

which he makes ablution or performs a total ablution, the place where he makes and

performs his ablution, all must be purified from usurpation and from oppressing the

rights of others. He who is polluted with oppression, injustice, usury, usurpation,
defrauding, bribery, and obtaining some unlawful properties, how can he prepare the

necessities of the prayer? Therefore, the repetition of prayer for five times a day itself

.is an invitation to observing the rights of others

p: 26
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Besides the conditions of validity, the prayer must have the conditions of perfection . 8
that observing them is also another effective factor for abandoning a great deal of

.sins

In jurisprudent books and tradition sources, there are also mentioned many things as

the barriers of the acceptance of the prayer, including drinking alcoholic liquors, about

which a tradition says: “The prayer of the drinker of alcoholic liquor is not accepted

(until forty days except that he repents.”(1

A large number of Islamic narrations indicate that among those whose prayer will not

.be accepted is the leader of oppressors

In some other traditions, it has been declared that the prayer of the one who does not

pay poor-alms (zakāt) will not be accepted. Also some Islamic traditions denote that

eating unlawful food, or egotism, egoism, and overweening are among the barriers of

the acceptance of prayer. It is evident that how much providing these conditions of

.acceptance is constructive

Prayer strengthens the spirit of discipline in man, because it must be performed . 9
exactly at proper times since before or after their time the prayers are not valid. Also,
observing other rites and ordinances in relation to intention, standing up, bowing,
.prostration, and the like make the acceptance of discipline in life programs quite easy

All of these are the benefits which exist in prayer, and if we add the property of

congregation prayer to it, that the spirit of prayer is its being in congregation, it has

.other abundant blessings that we do not explain them here

We conclude our definition and explanation about the secrets and philosophy of

prayer with a tradition narrated from Ali-ibn-Musar-Ridā (a.s.). In answer to a letter in
which the

p: 27
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philosophy of prayer was asked, he said: “The reason of the legislation of prayer is

acknowledgement to the Lordship of Allah, struggle against polytheism and idolatry,
standing in front of Allah in utmost humbleness and submission, confession to the sins

and asking forgiveness for the past faults, and putting forehead on the ground for

.glorification of Allah every day

Again, the aim is that man may always be sensible and reminded, so that negligence

does not encompass his heart, and he might not become proud, but he should be

.humble and be interested in increasing the merits of religion and worldly life

Moreover, he must remember Allah every night and day which can be provided under

the light of prayer. It causes man not to forget his Master, Divisor, and Creator, and

.the rebellious and disobedient soul does not overcome him

And this very attention to Allah and standing in front of Him restrain man from

committing sins and hinder him from kinds of mischief.” (Wasā’il-ush-Shī‘ah, Vol. 3, P.
(4

****
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انَهَُلإِوَ مْکُْیَلإِ  لَزِنأُوَ  انـَْیَلإِ  لَزِنُا  يذَِّلاِـب  اَّنمَاءَ  اوُلوُقوَ  مْهُْنِم  اومـُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّـلاإِ  نُسَحْأَ  یَهِ  یِتَّلاِـب  َّـلاإِ  بِاتـَکِْلا  لَـهْأَ  اوُلدِاجـَُت  ـَلاوَ  } 46{
نَومُِلسُْم هَُل  نُحَْنوَ  دٌحِاوَ  مْکُهَُلإِوَ 

And do not dispute with the People of the Book save in the best way, except for . “ 46
those of them who act unjustly, and say: ‘We believe in what has been sent down unto

us and sent down unto you, and our God and your God is One, and to Him do we

’.” submit

Commentary, verse: 46

Islam accepts the change of ideas, correct debates between the followers of different

schools of thought, cultures and nations. A dispute is accepted that the content of

.which and the style of its words are the best

In the former holy verses, the words were mostly about the method of tackling the

obstinate haughty, and ignorant ‘idol-worshippers’ that, because of their conjectures,
they were spoken to with a harsh logic, and their objects of worship were considered

weaker than the spider’s web. In the verses under discussion, the words are about

the disputation with the ‘People of the Book’ which must be milder, because, at least,
they had heard a part of the Divine prophets, instructions and the heavenly Books and

they had some more receptivity for a logical debate, and every one must be talked

:with according to the standard of his wisdom, knowledge and morals. At first, it says

, …” And do not dispute with the People of the Book save in the best way“

p: 29
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The Qur’ānic phrase: /lā tujādilū/ (do not dispute) is derived from /jidāl/ which originally

means: ‘To spin thread’ and ‘fastening it’. This term is also used for a firm building and

the like; and when two persons begin disputing, in fact, each of them tries to turn the

other from his thought. This action is called ‘disputation’; a wrestling is also called in
Arabic /jidāl/. The purpose of it, here, however, is logical discussions and

.argumentations

The application of the Qur’ānic phrase /’allatī hiya ahsan/ (the best way) is a very

inclusive phrase which envelopes all of the correct and suitable ways of discussion,
including the expressions, the content of the speech, its tone, and other acts

.accompanied with it

Thus, the concept of this sentence is that the expressions must be uttered politely,
the tone of speech must be friendly and its content must be reasonable, the voice

must be free from shouting and any roughness and rudeness which cause the

aspersion of honour. Also the gesticulations, which are usually the complement of

.man’s statement, all must be performed with the same method and style

How beautiful are the expressions of the Qur’ān that they carry a great deal of

!meaning by a very short sentence

All these are for the sake that the aim of disputation and discussion is not self

superiority and putty the other party to shame, but the aim is effect of the word and

its penetration in the depth of the mind of the opposite party; and the best way for

.reaching this aim is this very method of the Qur’ān

Many a time it happens that if the speaker states in a way that the opposite party

takes it as his own thought not as the speaker’s thought, he may show inclination

sooner since a man

.is interested in his own thoughts as he is interested in his children

p: 30
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It is just for the same reason that the Qur’ān propounds many issues in the form of

question and answer so that their answers come out from the inside of the

.addressee’s mind and he considers it as his own thought

But, of course, every law has usually an exception, too. For example, this very general

principle in Islamic argumentation for some instances may be rendered as the sign of

weakness and despicableness, or the opposite party may be so proud that this kind of

humane treatment increases his dare and boldness. Therefore, continuing the verse,
:as an exception, it says

, …” except for those of them who act unjustly “… 

These are those who acted unjustly both to themselves and to others, and concealed

many verses of Allah in order that people would not be acquainted with the

.(. characteristics of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h

These are those who constantly acted unjustly and trod on the commands of Allah

.where they were against their interests

These are those who acted unjustly and brought forth some superstitions similar to

.that of the polytheists who called Jesus, or Ezra, as Allah’s child

And, finally, those who often acted unjustly and, instead of logical argument, used

.swords, betook to force, and tended to naughtiness and conspiracy

Then, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān introduces one of the clear examples of

‘dispute in the best way’, which can be a living sample for this discussion, where it

:announces

and say: ‘We believe in what has been sent down unto us and sent down unto you, “… 
’.” and our God and your God is One, and to Him do we submit

What a beautiful meaning, and what an interesting tone! It is the tone of Unity and

faith unto whatever has been sent down from the side of Allah, and deleting all

bigotries and
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separations; and, finally, the Unity of the object of worship and submitting to Allah

.without any reservation

This is an example of ‘disputation in the best way’ that whoever hears it will be

attracted to it. This shows that Islam is not the seeker of a group, and is not the

seeker of disunion, the call of Islam is the call of unity and being submitted to any right

.word

There are many examples of this discussion in the Qur’ān. Among them is the sample

to which Imam Sādiq (a.s.) refers in a tradition where he says: “Disputation in the best

way is like the subject which has been mentioned at the end of Sura Yā-Sīn about the

rejecters of Resurrection, when they brought the rotten bones before the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and said: ‘… Who will give life to the bones when they are rotten?’(1) He

(p.b.u.h.) answered: ‘… He will give life to them Who brought them into existence at

first …’(2) ‘He Who has made for you the fire (to burn) from the green tree…’”(3) (Nūr-
(uth-Thaqalayn, Vol. 4, P. 163

****
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نَورُِفاکَْلا َّلاإِ  آنَِتایَاَِب  دُحَجْیَ  امَوَ  هِِب  نُِمؤُْی  نمَ  ءِلاَؤُهَ  نِْموَ  هِِب  نَوُنِمؤُْی  بَاتَکِْلا  مُهُانَْیتَاءَ  نَیذَِّلافَ  بَاتَکِْلا  کَْیَلإِ  آنَْلزَنأَ  کَِلذَکَوَ  } 47{

And thus have We sent down unto you the Book. So (some of) those whom we . “ 47
have given the Book believe in it, and of these (pagans) there are those who believe in

.” it, and none deny Our signs except the unbelievers

Commentary, verse: 47

The Qur’ān invites all the followers of the former religions to Islam, because the

Divine guidance is certain and necessary, though whole people do not accept the

.guidance

As an emphasis upon the four principles mentioned in the previous verse, this verse

:says

. …” And thus have We sent down unto you the Book“

Yes, this Book (the Qur’ān) has been sent down based on Unity of the object of

worship, Unity of the invitation of the former true prophets, submitting to the

.command of Allah (s.w.t.) without any reservation, and disputation in the best way

Some commentators have said that the purpose of the abovementioned sentence is
the similarity of the descent of the Qur’ān upon the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) to the

descent of the former Books to other Divine prophets. That is, in the same way that

Allah sent down heavenly Books to the former prophets, He sent down the Qur’ān to

.him (p.b.u.h.), too

But the first commentary seems more precise, though it is possible to consider both of

.them, too

:Then, the Qur’ān adds

p: 33
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, …” So (some of) those whom we have given the Book believe in it “… 

The reason of their belief is that not only they have found its characteristics in their

own Books but also, from the view of general principles, its content is consistent with

.the content of their own Books

Of course, we know that the entire People of the Book (the Jews and Christians) did

not believe in the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.). Therefore, the above sentence refers to

those true believers and truth seekers free from bigotry who deserve the appellation

of ‘People of the Book’ to be used only for them. Then, the Qur’ān adds about some

:people of Mecca and the pagans of Allah

and of these (pagans) there are those who “… 

, …” believe in it

:And, at the end of the verse, concerning the disbelievers of both groups, it says

.” and none deny Our signs except the unbelievers “… 

Regarding to the fact that the concept of the Qur’ānic word /jahd/ is that: one believes

in something but he denies it, the above sentence means: even the disbelievers

confess the greatness of these verses in their hearts, and they see the signs of

veracity in them and consider the Prophet’s manner and his pure life, as well as that

of his followers, as a reason for its nobility, but they deny often t as the result of their

bigotry, stubbornness, blindly imitation from their ancestors, or for protecting their

.unlawful fleeting interests

Thus, the Holy Qur’ān defines the opposition of different nations against this heavenly

Book, On one line, there are believers, including the scholars of the People of the

Book, True believers, and the polytheists who were thirsty of the Truth and when they

found it they joined to it; and, on the
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other line, there were the obstinate deniers who saw the truth but, like bats, they hid

themselves from it, because the gloom of infidelity had become as a part of their

.entity and they were afraid of the light of Faith

It is noteworthy that this group were also pagan, but the second emphasis on their

infidelity may be for the sake that they were not offered proof before and the real

infidelity exists in them just now that the argument has been completed to them and

they have abandoned the Straight

.Way knowingly and pave the wrong way

By the way, for attracting the hearts and influencing the truth into others’ thoughts,
only attaching the strong and powerful proofs are not enough, but, in this stage, the

style of speaking with the opposite party and the method of discussion has the

deepest effect. There are many persons who are careful and narrow in discussions

and know the scientific subjects very well, but they are not so successful in influencing

in others’ hearts by their speech since they are not acquainted well with the way of

.‘dispute in the best way’ nor with the constructive discussions

The fact is that satisfaction of ‘intellect and thought’ alone is not enough, but

.emotions, which form half of man’s entity, must become satisfied, too

Studying the life of the prophets, and that of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and the

Immaculate Imams (a.s.) in particular, shows that, for reaching to their educational

and propagation aims, they used the social morals, psychological principles, and the

best humane ways of influencing in hearts. When confronting people, they had a kind

of behaviour that they could quickly attract them toward their own aims. Though

some individuals wish to render these affairs as miracles, it is not such. If we apply

their way and method of discussion with

p: 35
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.others, we can affect them very soon and influence in the depths of their hearts

The Qur’ān explicitly says to the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.): “Thus, it is due to the

mercy from Allah that you have been lenient with them, and had you been rough, hard

(hearted, they would certainly have dispersed from around you. …”(1

It has happened many times that some persons, after hours of discussion, not only

have not gained anything from their debates, but they find the opposite party more

stable, steadfast, and zealous in his own wrong belief. Its reason is that the method of

.‘dispute in the best way’ has not been used in that debate

Roughness in discussion, self-superiority, despising the opposite party, expression of

pride and haughtiness, the lack of respect to others’ thoughts and the absence of

sincerity in discussions all are the things that cause the man’s failure in debates. That

is why there is a section in Islamic morals under the title of prohibition of Jidāl

(dispute) and Mirā’ (argument) the objective of which is the discussions in which there

is not ‘seeking the truth’, but its aim is quarrel, self-superiority, and fixing one’s
.statement

Besides the spiritual and ethical aspects, the prohibition of Jidāl (dispute) and Mirā’
(argument) is for the fact that they are not mentally successful in this kind of

.discussions

The prohibition of Jidāl (dispute) and Mirā’ (argument) are close to each other; but the

Islamic scholars have considered some differences between them. They believe that

.Mirā’ is for the expression of excellence and perfection, while Jidāl is for despising

The Arabic word /Jidāl/ is used for the elementary attacks in discussion while /mirā’/ is
.applied for the defensive attacks

p: 36
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The term /jidāl/ is used for the scientific issues, but the meaning of /mirā’/ is general.
.( (Of course, there is not any contradiction between these commentaries

However, the dispute and discussion with others is sometimes ‘dispute in the best

way’, and it is a discussion in which the abovementioned conditions are exactly

observed, and sometimes it is other than that when the abovementioned affairs are

.forgotten in it

:We conclude this statement with a few expressive and instructive narrations

A tradition from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) indicates he said: “No servant perceives the

(reality of Faith unless he abandons Mirā’ (argument) though he is right.”(1

Another tradition indicates that Solomon (a.s.), the Divine prophet, told his son: “O my

son! Avoid /mirā’/ (argument) because not only it has no benefit, but also it stirs up

(enmity between the brothers.”(2

Again, it has been narrated from the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) that he said: “No group

went astray after when they were guided except by the dispute (in which the truth is
(not pursued).”(3

****
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نَوُلطِْبمُْلا بَاتَرَّْلا  اًذإِ  کَِنیمِیَِب  هَُّطخُتَ  لاَوَ  بٍاتَکِ  نِم  هِِلْبقَ  نِم  ْاوُلْتتَ  تَنکُ  امَوَ  } 48{

And you did not recite before it any book, nor did you transcribe one with your . “ 48
.” right hand, indeed, would the talkers of vanities have doubted

Commentary, verse: 48

The descent of the Holy Qur’ān upon the illiterate Prophet (p.b.u.h.), who could neither

.read nor write, is one of the Divine ways of completing the argument to mankind

We must not be proud and boast of our ability of reading and writing, sometimes it

happens that, by the Will of Allah, an illiterate person changes the culture of human

.beings

In this holy verse, one of the clear signs of veracity of the invitation of the Prophet of

Islam (p.b.u.h.) has been pointed out which is an emphasis on the content of the

:previous verse. It says

And you did not recite before it any book, nor did you transcribe one with your right“
.” hand, indeed, would the talkers of vanities have doubted

How is it possible to believe that an illiterate person, who has not been taught by a

human teacher and has not gone to any school, brings a Book by himself and invites

all mankind to challenge it but everybody is impotent to bring the like of it? Is this not a
proof to the fact that his power gets help from the infinite power of Allah and his Book

?is a heavenly revelation which has been inspired to him from the side of Allah

p: 38
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It is necessary to note this point that if a person asks how can we know that the holy

Prophet of Islam never went to school and learned to write? In answer we say that he

used to live in an environment where the literate and educated persons were very

scanty, and it is also said that there were only seventeen persons in Mecca who could

read and write. In such a place it is impossible for an individual to be able to conceal

his being taught if he has gone to any school. If so, he will be known everywhere and

his teacher and his lesson will be introduced. Thus, how can such a person claim that

he is a true prophet while he tells a lie so manifest? In particular that these verses

were sent down in Mecca where the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) lived and grew up, and before

the obstinate enemies from whose view the smallest point of weakness was not

.hidden

By the way, in the commentary of Sura Al-’A‘rāf, no. 7, verse 157 it was said that there

have been mentioned three meanings for the Arabic word /’ummī/ among which the

(meaning: ‘unschooled’ is the most clear.(1

****
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نَومُِلاَّظلا َّلاإِ  آنَِتایَاَِب  دُحَجْیَ  امَوَ  مَْلعِْلا  اوُتوُا  نَیذَِّلا  رِودُصُ  یِف  تٌاَن  -ِ یَّب تٌایَاءَ  وَهُ  لَْب  } 49{

Nay! It (Qur’ān) is the clear signs in the breasts of those who have been granted . “ 49
.” the knowledge, and none but the unjust reject Our Signs

Commentary, verse: 49

The verses of the Holy Qur’ān influence in scholars’ hearts and it is this group who

.apprehend the truthfulness of the Qur’ān with their whole selves

In this holy verse, there are stated some other signs for the legitimacy of the Qur’ān.
It implies that this heavenly Book is a collection of clear verses which influence in the

:breasts of the bearers of knowledge. The verse says

Nay! It (Qur’ān) is the clear signs in the breasts of those who have been granted the“
, …” knowledge

The application of the Qur’ānic phrase: /’āyātun bayyināt/ refers to this fact that the

signs of legitimacy of the Qur’ān are found in the Qur’ān itself and in its verses, and its

.proof is with it

In fact, it is the genetic verses that by the recitation of which man needs no other

thing to understand the truth. These verses containing of divine legislation, from the

point of both appearance and content, are in such a manner that they all are the proof

.of their own truthfulness

Besides that, the adherents and lovers of these verses are those who have a portion

.of knowledge and awareness, though they are poor

p: 40

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 70 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


In other words, one of the ways of knowing the nobility of a school of thought, is

verification of the state of the believers of that school. If some ignorant persons or

charlatans are the supporters of someone, it seems that he is of the same group, but

if some people, who carry the secrets of knowledge in their breasts, announce their

loyalty to a school of thought, it is the evidence of legitimacy of that school. And, we

see that a group of the learned among the People of the Book and some pious

personalities, such as Abūthar, Salmān, Miqdād, ‘Ammār-i-Yāsir, and a high esteemed

.person like Hadrat Ali (a.s.) were the supporter, and lovers of this school

According to a great deal of traditions narrated from the way of Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) this

holy verse has been rendered into the Imams of Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.). This does not mean

exclusiveness, but it is the statement of a clear example for the Qur’ānic phrase:
(. /’allaŏīna ’ūtul-‘ilm/ (those who have been granted the knowledge

When we see that some Islamic narrations declare that the purpose of the verse is
Imams, in particular, it, indeed, is an indication, to the perfect stage of the knowledge

of the Qur’ān which is at their disposal, and it does not matter that scholars, learned

ones, and the mass of people who have commonsense have a portion of the sciences

.of the Qur’ān

However, this verse shows that knowledge is not limited to what is studied through

books and what is learnt in front of teachers, because, as the Qur’ān explicitly says,
the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) did not go to school and did not learn how to write but he was

the highest referent of a concept of the Qur’ānic sentence saying: “Those who have

been granted the knowledge”. Therefore, beyond the formal knowledge, there is a

knowledge higher than that which may be inspired unto the heart of man in the form

of a light, which is the essence of knowledge, and
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other sciences are as an outward cover for it. An Islamic tradition says: “knowledge is
(a light that Allah puts it in the heart of whom He desires.”(1

:At the end, verse the Qur’ān adds

.” and none but the unjust reject Our Signs “… 

It is because the sings of it are clear: the bringer of it is the unschooled Prophet

.(p.b.u.h.), and some thoughtful aware persons believe in it

Moreover, the Qur’ān itself is a collection of clear verses, and its characteristics have

.also been mentioned in the former Divine Books

?Yet, do reject it save those who are unjust to their selves and to the society

We repeat again that the Arabic word /jahd/ is used for a person who knows

.something but, in spite of his knowledge, he denies it

****
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نٌیِبُّم رٌیذَِن  ْاَنأَ  آمََّنإِوَ  هَِّللا  دَنعِ  تُایَلاَا  امََّنإِ  لُْق  ِ-هِ  بَّّر نِم  تٌایَاءَ  هِْیلَعَ  لَزِنُا  لآوَْل  اوُلاقَوَ  } 50{

And they say: ‘Why have signs (miracles) not been sent down upon him from his . “ 50
’.” Lord? Say: ‘The signs are only with Allah, and I am only a plain warner

Commentary, verse: 50

The act of ‘seeking for excuses’ in the obstinate people does not end. (After observing

kinds of miracles they demanded other miracles either.) The Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
resisted before the pretext-seekers and, answering them, he refused them, because

miracle is a Divine wise affair, not a play for the pretext seekers. However, those

unbelievers who, as the result of obstinacy and persisting on falsehood, never agreed

to accept the logical argument of the Qur’ān, and bringing a Book, such as Qur’ān, by

an illiterate person, like the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), which was a clear proof upon

his legitimacy, tried to seek a new pretext, as the Qur’ān through the verses under

discussion, as well as the other verse, implicitly indicates that they mockingly used to

say why there have not been sent down some miracles to the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) like the miracles which were sent down to Moses (a.s.) and Jesus (a.s.) from

the side of Allah. Why has he not a Rod and white hand like Moses or a breath like the

?breath of Jesus

Why does he not destroy his enemies by great miracles, in the same way that Moses,
?Shu‘ayb, Hūd, Noah, and Thamūd (a.s.) did
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Or as Sura ’Isrā’ from their tongue says, they used to claim some things as follows: “…

We shall never believe in you till you make a spring to gush forth the earth for us,” “Or

till you should have a garden of date-palms and grapes in the midst of which you

cause streams to flow forth,” “Or you cause the heaven, as you think, to fall in pieces

upon us, or bring Allah and the angels face to face with us,” “Or there be for you a

house of gold, or you should be flying into the sky and never will we believe in your

(ascending unless you bring down to us a book which we may read…”(1

Without doubt, besides the Qur’ān, the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) had some other

miracles which have explicitly been mentioned in history books, but by these words of

theirs, they were not seeking for miracle. From one side, they wanted to ignore the

miracle of the Qur’ān, and, from other side, they used to ask for extemporarily

miracles. (The purpose of extemporarily miracles is that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should

do any extraordinary action they suggested according to their own desires. For

instance, someone suggested him to make springs to gush forth, someone else said

that he (p.b.u.h.) had to change the mountains of Mecca into gold; and the third sought

pretext that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should ascend to sky. Thus, they wanted to show

.miracles as a worthless play, and, finally, to call him a sorcerer

Therefore, the Qur’ān in Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6, verse 111 says: “And even if We sent

down the angels to them, and the dead spoke to them, and We mustered all things

before them, (even then) they would not believe, unless Allah pleases; but most of

them (deliberately) ignore.” However, in order to answer to these obstinate pretext-
:seekers, the Qur’ān uses two ways
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At first, it says to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to tell them that bringing miracle is not his job

that he does it according to their desires, because all miracles are with Allah alone: “…

The signs are only with Allah, …”, and He knows which miracle, in what time and for

which nation, is appropriate. Allah knows who try to seek the truth and supernatural

events must be shown to them, and who seek pretext and follow their carnal desires.
Then the verse continues saying that the Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) tells them that he

is only a plain warner, and his duty is to state the word of Allah, while giving them

.” miracles is only with His Pure Essence. “… and I am only a plain warner

****
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نَوُنِمؤُْی مٍوْقَِل  يرَکْذِوَ  هًمَحْرََل  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  مْهِْیلَعَ  یلَْتُی  بَاتَکِْلا  کَْیلَعَ  انَْلزَنأَ  آَّنأَ  مْهِفِکْیَ  مَْلوَأَ  } 51{

And is it not enough for them that We have sent down to you the Book which is . “ 51
.” recited to them? Verily in this there is mercy and a reminder for a people who believe

Commentary, verse: 51

Qur’ān is an inclusive and complete Book and somehow it provides all spiritual needs,
.so that it is the cause of mercy and being off from negligence

:Following the previous verse, this holy verse says

And is it not enough for them that We have sent down to you the Book which is“
? …” recited to them

.They ask for bodily miracles while the Qur’ān is the greatest spiritual miracle

They ask for a temporary miracle while the Holy Qur’ān is a perpetual miracle and its

.verses are recited to them every night and day

Is it possible that an unschooled person, or even supposing literate one, brings a Book

with such contents and wonderful attraction, which is above the ability of mankind,
and invites the whole human beings to challenge it while all of them remain impotent

?to bring like it

If they really demand a miracle, by the descent of the Holy Qur’ān, Allah (s.w.t.) has

given them more than what they ask for. Nay, they are not truth-seekers. They are

.pretext seekers

This fact should be noted that the Qur’ānic sentence “Is it not enough for them?” is

usually used for the aspects that one has accomplished something beyond the

expectation of the opposite party, and he is neglectful of it and shows that he is
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neglectful. For example, he says: “Why did you not do me that favour?” Now Allah

refers to a greater favour that he has ignored it. Allah says: “Is it not enough for them

 …?” that We have sent down to you the Book

Besides them all, a miracle must be consistent with the conditions of the time, the

place, and the circumstance of the Prophet’s call. The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) whose

.religion is perpetual must have an everlasting miracle

The prophet, whose invitation is worldly and it must also continue for many centuries

in future, has to have a so clear, spiritual and intellectual miracle that it attracts the

minds of wise and mindful persons to him. Surely the Qur’ān is suitable for such an

.aim, not the Rod of Moses and his white hand

:At the end of the verse, for an emphasis and for further explanation, the Qur’ān says

.” Verily in this there is mercy and a reminder for a people who believe “… 

Yes, the Holy Qur’ān is both mercy and the means of remembrance, but only for the

believers; for those who have let the doors of their hearts open to the Truth; for those

who seek for the Light to find the right path, such persons feel this Divine mercy with

their whole entity, and they rest under its rays. Every time they recite the verses of

.the Qur’ān, they find a new admonition

The difference between the Qur’ānic words /rahmat/ and /ŏikrā/ may be in this that

the Qur’ān is not only one miracle and a source of admonition, but, in addition to that,
it is full of merciful programs and laws, and it is full of constructive and educational

instructions. For example, Moses’ Rod was only a miracle and it had not any effect in
people’s daily life, but the Qur’ān is both a miracle and a complete program for life,

.and a source of mercy
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Section 6: The disbelievers warned

Point

The punishment for disbelief is certain and shall come suddenly – Reward for the

believers and the doers of good deeds – Every creature carries with him his

sustenance – Everything in the heavens and the earth is subservient to Allah – Allah

provides in abundance the sustenance to whomever He wills and restrains it to

.whomever He wills

نَورُسِاخَْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوُْا  هَِّللاِب  اورُفَکَوَ  لِطِابَْلاِب  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  ضِرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  امَ  مُلَْعیَ  اًدیهِشَ  مْکُنَْیَبوَ  یِنْیَب  هَِّللاِب  یفَکَ  لُْق  } 52{

Say: ‘Allah is sufficient as a witness between me and you’. He knows what is in the . “ 52
heavens and the earth; and those who believe in the falsehood and disbelieve in Allah,

.” these, they are the losers

Commentary, verse: 52

This verse is a cause of solace for the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and as a threat for

the obstinate pretext-seekers, since Allah (s.w.t.) is a witness upon what happens

between the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and pagans, and He reckons everything. So, this verse

:says

Say: ‘Allah is sufficient as a witness“

’. …” between me and you

It is obvious that the more aware the witness is the more valuable his testimony is.
:That is why, by the next sentence, the verse adds

; …” He knows what is in the heavens and the earth “… 
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.Now, we are going to know how Allah has testified to the truthfulness of His prophet

This witness may be a practical witness, for when Allah gives a great miracle, such as

Qur’ān, to His Prophet (p.b.u.h.), He has signed the document of his legitimacy. Is it

possible that Allah, the Wise, the Just, gives the Miracle to a liar (God forbid)?
Therefore, giving such a miracle to the self of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is the best way of

.Allah’s attestation to his prophecy

In addition to the abovementioned practical witness, there has also been given some

oral attestations in a lot of verses of the Qur’ān; as Sura Ahzāb, No. 33, verse 40 says:
“Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but the Messenger of Allah and the

.” Seal of the Prophets, and Allah is Cognizant of all things

And Sura Al-Fath, No. 48, verse 29 says: “Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; and

those who are with him are strong against unbelievers, (but) compassionate amongst

. …” each other

Some commentators have said that the verse under discussion has been sent down in
Medina in answer to some chiefs of the Jews, such as Ka‘b-ibn-’Ashraf, and his

followers. They told the Prophet (p.b.u.h.): “Who testifies that you are the messenger

.of Allah?” The verse was sent down and said that Allah testifies to it

By regarding to this statement, another commentary and explanation for the above

verse can also be understood. It shows that the purpose of it is the testimony and

witness of Allah mentioned in the former Divine Books of which the scholars of the

.People of the Book are well aware
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In the meanwhile, there is no contradiction between these three commentaries, and

.all of them may be found in the meaning of the verse

:At the end of the verse, as a warning, the Holy Qur’ān says

and those who believe in the falsehood and disbelieve in Allah, these, they are the “… 
.” losers

What a loss is greater than this that once one loses all the capitals of his self for

nothing, the same as the polytheists did. They set their heart and spirit at the disposal

of idols and spent their whole bodily powers, social facilities and personal

potentialities in the way of propagation and putting in circulation the belief of idolatry

and wiping the Name of Allah, while they obtained nothing save that they became

.losers

The Holy Qur’ān often refers to this great loss in its verses, and sometimes it shows

this fact by the Arabic word /’axsar/ (more loser) and there is no loss greater than this.
((Suras: Hūd, No. 11, verse 22; An-Naml, No. 27, verse 5; and Al-Kahf, No. 18, verse 103

More important than this is that in a bargain, it happens that one loses his whole

capital and he smashes up, but sometimes it goes further than this and a heavy debt

remains for him, which is the worst kind of trade fallen; and polytheists are just in the

same case. They sometimes cause the failure and aberration of others, too, and they

.form a chained failure

****
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نَورُعُشْیَ مْهُوَ لاَ  هًتَْغَب  مهَُّنیَِتأْیََلوَ  بُاذَعَْلا  مُهُءَآجََل  یمسَُم  لٌجَأَ  لآوَْلوَ  بِاذَعَْلاِب  کََنوُلجِْعتَسْیَوَ  } 53{

نَیرِِفاکَْلاِب هٌطَیحِ  - مَُل مََّنهَجَ  َّنإِوَ  بِاذَعَْلاِب  کََنوُلجِْعتَسْیَ  } 54{

And they demand of you to hasten the chastisement! And had not a term been . “ 53
appointed, the chastisement would certainly have come to them; but it shall certainly

.” come upon them suddenly when they are not aware

They demand of you to hasten the chastisement! And verily Hell encompasses the . “ 54
.” unbeliever

Commentary, verses: 53-54

The disbelievers, who were threatened to divine punishment because of disbelief or

mockery, or that they frequently asked their prophet for a sudden punishment, have

been referred to in the Qur’ān in several occurrences, and this haste of pagans has

.been criticized in all instances

:In the delay of Divine chastisement, of course, there are some bounties, including

.It is an opportunity for repentance - 1

.There may come forth some righteous children from deluded fathers - 2

(. People are examined in religiousness and resistance, (perseverance - 3

However, the grace or wrath of Allah is wisely, accurate, and has order, so that it does

not change with the haste of this one and that one. But the fall of man’s thought is so

.horrible that he agrees to be annihilated, but not to accept the truth
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In this holy verse, the third kind of their seeking pretext is pointed out. It implies that

they hasten for the punishment and demand it from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to fall

:swiftly. The verse says

! …” And they demand of you to hasten the chastisement“

They say if the punishment of Allah (s.w.t.) is right and encompasses the pagans, then

why does it not come to them? In reply to their statement, the Qur’ān delivers three

:answers. At first, it says

And had not a term been appointed, the chastisement would certainly have come “… 
; …” to them

This appointed time is for the sake that the essential aim, i.e., vigilance, or the

argument should be completed to them. Allah never makes haste in His Affairs when it
.is against His Wisdom

The second is that those who say this statement, how much are they certain that

:every moment the Divine punishment may seize them? The verse continues saying

.” but it shall certainly come upon them suddenly when they are not aware “… 

The proper time of coming punishment is, indeed, defined and appointed, but the

expedience is in this that they should not be aware of it and it comes suddenly. If its

time were known, the pagans and sinners would become rather bold and they might

continue their infidelity and committing sins until the last moment, and when the last

moment of the appointed time of punishment was approaching, they would return

.toward the truth

The educational philosophy of these punishments requires that their time should be

concealed in order that the fear and terror of them in all moments may become an

impedimental factor. By the way, it becomes clear from what was said that
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the purpose of the Qur’ānic sentence: /wa hum lāyaš‘urūn/ (when they are not aware)
is not that they do not perceive the principle of the existence of punishment, else the

philosophy of punishment would be vanished, but the purpose of it is that they do not

discriminate the moment of its occurrence and its preliminaries. In other words, the

.punishment suddenly, and like lightning, comes over them, attacking unawares

It is well understood from the different verses of the holy Qur’ān that this pretext

seeking was not confined to the pagans of Mecca, but many other nations persisted

.on the hastening of punishment, too

:The third answer has been stated in the next verse, where the Qur’ān says

They demand of you to hasten the chastisement! And verily Hell encompasses the“
.” unbeliever

The worldly punishment may be postponed, but the punishment of Hereafter is one

hundred percent certain. It is so certain that the Qur’ān mentions it as an existing

thing at the present time, and says: “… verily Hell encompasses the unbelievers”. As

the result of being polluted by infidelity and sin, they burn in the Hell which they

themselves have provided for them i.e. the Hell of war and blood, the Hell of conflict

and discord, the Hell of insecurity, the Hell of injustice and oppression, and the Hell of

.evil passions and ungovernable desires

****
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نَوُلمَْعتَ مُْتنکُ  امَ  اوُقوذُ  لُوقُیَوَ  مْهِِلجُرْأَ  تِحْتَ  نِموَ  مْهِِقوْفَ  نِم  بُاذَعَْلا  مُهُاشَْغیَ  مَوْیَ  } 55{

On the Day when the chastisement shall cover them from above them, and from . “ 55
’.” beneath their feet, and He shall say: ‘Taste now what you were doing

Commentary, verse: 55

The encompassing punishment of Hell is because of the continuation of our wrong

:deeds. This verse says

On the Day when the chastisement shall cover them from above them, and from“
’.” beneath their feet, and He shall say: ‘Taste now what you were doing

This verse may be an explanation for the punishment of Hell upon disbelievers on the

Day of Hereafter, or it may be considered as an independent statement for their

painful punishment which, as the result of their deeds, has surrounded them today,
.and tomorrow it will appear manifestly

However, that the verse says: “… from above them, and from beneath their feet, …”
but it does not mention other limbs and other sides, it is, in fact, because of the

evidence of the subject and clarity of the discussion. Moreover, when the flames of

Fire come from under their feet and are poured over their heads from above them,
.the Fire will envelop the entire of their body and it will be from all sides to cover them

Principally, this kind of meaning is used in languages including Persian and Arabic that

they say so and so, from head to feet is covered with, for example, the pollution of

impurity, which means his whole entity is covered with sin. Thus, keeping this

explanation in mind, the question that some

p: 54

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 84 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


commentators have faced with saying that why the sides of above and below have

.been mentioned and the rest of four sides are not pointed out is removed

The sentence that Allah says: “Taste now what you were doing” not only is a kind of

psychological punishment for such persons, but also declares this fact that the divine

punishment is nothing but the reflection of the man’s own deeds in the growth of

.Hereafter

****
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نِودُُبعْافَ يَاَّیإِِف  هٌعَسِاوَ  یضِرْأَ  َّنإِ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  يَدِابَعِ  ایَ  } 56{

O’ My servants who believe! Verily My earth is vast, therefore, Me alone should . “ 56
!” you worship

Occasion of Revelation, verse: 56

Many of the commentators believe that this verse has been sent down about the

believers who were under such a so hard pressure of the pagans in Mecca that they

were not able to perform their Islamic duties. So, they were commanded to migrate

.from that region

Commentary, verse: 56

Since the words in previous holy verses were about the different reactions of

polytheists against Islam and Muslims, now the verses under discussion refer to the

situation of the early Muslims themselves and their duty and responsibility concerning

one of their problems in connection with the pagans, i.e., the problem of restriction,
pressure, and harm and trouble they were faced with. This holy verse addresses the

Muslim believers who were under the pressure of the enemy because of fulfilling their

religious duties and implies that Allah’s land is vast and they should migrate to

:somewhere else and worship Him alone. The verse says

O’ My servants who believe! Verily My earth is vast, therefore, Me alone should you “
!” worship

However, Islam has enjoined migration for a group of people. Those who live in

places where infidelity and tyrant govern, who are involved with cruelty and

restrictions and
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who find their own growth and deliverance in emigration, they must migrate. But, for

fulfilling this duty, there will be some temptations cast on man from inside and

outside, the answer of which will be given through later verses. One of these

temptations is the danger of death and one may say: if he migrates death might not

.come to him, but the next verse announces that wherever he lives he tastes death

Another temptation is for detaching one’s heart from his residence, which is difficult

for him, and he may hesitate not to migrate. Verse No. 58 answers them that instead

of the worldly residence, those believers who migrate will be rewarded with lofty

chambers of Paradise; and verse 59 implies that this temptation must be removed by

.patience and relying on the Lord

Another temptation is for providing provision. He who thinks of emigration may say

that his emigration deprives him from income and sustenance. Verse No. 60 answers

him that how many a moving creature that does not carry its own provision but Allah

.sustains it, let alone those emigrants who work and struggle

Emigration is the factor of creating sincerity. Those who do not migrate, when they

ought to do, and depend themselves on an individual, party, region, tribe and

possibilities of this and that one, desirably or undesirably, the regional, racial, and

tribal problems, and insularities raised from jealousies, and negative rivals from the

side of both familiar and foreign persons bring out man from sincerity. Thus,
emigration to the places wherein these affairs are absent is the best circumstance for

.the appearance of sincerity and devotion
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In the explanation of this verse, Imam Bāqir (a.s.) says: “Do not follow the mischievous

governor, and if you fear that they cause you deviate from your religion, then do

(migrate.”(1

Of course, we must bear the bitter hardships of emigration by the Divine friendly call,
because Allah (s.w.t.) has a special attention to the believers when He in this verse

 …”. says: “O’ My servants

****
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نَوعُجَرُْت انَْیَلإِ  َّمُث  تِوْمَْلا  هُقَِئآذَ  سٍْفَن  ُّلکُ  } 57{

.” Every soul tastes death, then unto Us you shall be returned . “ 57

Commentary, verse: 57

Perhaps this verse is in connection with the previous one, explaining the man’s duty if
.his death approaches when he is in emigration

This verse announces that do not afraid of death when emigration is necessary,
:because death is the certain fate of everybody, but it is not an end. The verse says

.” Every soul tastes death, then unto Us you shall be returned“

You will come to Us and We will bestow the reward of the death in the path of

emigration on you; and We will chastise the oppressors who forced you to migrate,
.though reaching that reward and retribution prolongs

The application of the Arabic word /θumma/, in this verse, indicates a long length of

.time

****
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نَیِلِماعَْلا رُجْأَ  مَْعِن  اهَیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ  رُاهَْنلاَا  اهَِتحْتَ  نِم  يرِجْتَ  اًفرَغُ  هَِّنجَْلا  نَِم  مهَُّنَئوِّبَُنَل  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  } 58{

And those who believe and do righteous deeds, We will certainly lodge them in . “ 58
lofty chambers of Paradise beneath which rivers flow, therein dwelling forever; how

(.” excellent is the recompense of those who act (aright

Commentary, verse: 58

The condition of being admitted to Heaven is Faith and righteous deed. Allah has

:promised Paradise unto the believers, so, in this verse, He says

And those who believe and do righteous deeds, We will certainly lodge them in lofty“
; …” chambers of Paradise beneath which rivers flow, therein dwelling forever

Such believers will surely abide in the castles which are surrounded by Heavenly trees

from every side, and beneath which, according to other verses of the Qur’ān, various

.rivers, with different special tests and views, flow

Be attentive that the Arabic word /quraf/ is the plural form of /qurfah/ which means a
.lofty building that is dominant over its sides

Another privilege of the chambers of Paradise is that they are not like the houses and

castles of this world where after a short time and before a complete rest of man, the

.call of movement is heard, but they will dwell there forever

:Then, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān adds

(.” how excellent is the recompense of those who act (aright “… 
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A simple comparison between what was said about pagans and sinners in the

previous verses, and what is said in this holy verse, makes the greatness of the

.believers’ reward clear

The disbelievers will be in a Fire and punishment which envelops their whole body

.from head to feet, and as a scorn they will be told taste whatever you used to do

But the believers will be in the midst of bounties of Heaven, and the mercy of Allah

encompasses them from every side. They do not hear any scorn, but instead they

hear some words all of which are the signs of love and grace of the Gracious Lord.
(.” Yes, they will be told: “… how excellent is the recompense of those who act (aright

It is obvious that the objective meaning of the Qur’ānic word /‘āmilīn/ (those who act),
with the frame of reference of the sentences before it, is those who have faith and do

.righteous deeds, though the word /‘āmilīn/ is absolute

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition said: “Verily there are some chambers in the

Heaven so transparent that their outwards are seen from their inwards, and their

inwards are seen from their outwards.” Someone asked him: “To whom do these

chambers belong, O’ Messenger of Allah?” He (p.b.u.h.) answered: “These chambers

belong to those who purify their speech, satiate the hungry (ones), observe the fact

(frequently, and keep prayer at night (for the sake of Allah) when people are asleep.”(1

****
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نَوُلَّکوَتَیَ مْهِ  -ِ بّرَ یلَعَوَ  اورُبَصَ  نَیذَِّلا  } 59{

.” Those who are (patiently) steadfast and on their Lord do they rely . “ 59

Commentary, verse: 59

Point

Patience and relying on Allah are two clear examples of righteous deed; and it is the

righteous ones who must remove the spiritual pressures, barriers and difficulties of

.life by patience and relying on Allah

This verse states the most important characteristics of the believers who act aright. It

:says as follows

.” Those who are (patiently) steadfast and on their Lord do they rely“

When it requires, they separate from their wife, children, friends, relatives, and

houses and they tolerate patience. They taste the troubles of loneliness, the

.hardships of being vagrant from home, and they are patient

In order to protect their Faith, they usually tolerate the hurts of the enemies, and

receive kinds of difficulties in the path of struggling against their selves (which is ‘the

.greater’ warfare), and they are patient

Yes, patience and perseverance are the secrets of their triumph, and they are two

.great factors for their honour, without which no positive action is possible in the life

Moreover, they rely neither on their properties, nor on their friends and relatives.
They rely only on Allah; and they trust only on His Pure Essence. If thousand of

enemies try to destroy them, they stand firm and do not fear because they know Him

.as their friend
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If we think properly, we find out that the root of man’s all virtues is this very patience

and relying on Allah. Patience is the cause of steadfastness in front of barriers and

difficulties; and confidence is the motive of moving in this way which is full of ascent

.and descent

For performing righteous deed we must get help from these two ethical virtues,
patience and confidence. Without these two, doing righteous deed, in a large scale, is

.impossible

:Some Traditions on Patience and Confidence

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Patience is a treasure out of the treasures of . 1
(Paradise.”(1

(Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “Verily the patient will enter Paradise without reckoning.”(2 . 2

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Whoever likes to be the most virtuous of people, he . 3
(must rely on Allah.”(3

Once Imam Ridā (a.s.) was asked what the limit of confidence was. He answered: . 4
(“That you do not be in owe of other than Allah.”(4

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The best people with Allah is the one who . 5
(trusts on Allah more than others and surrenders to Him.”(5

****
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مُیِلعَْلا عُیمَِّسلا  وَهُوَ  مْکُاَّیإِوَ  اهَُقزُرْیَ  هَُّللا  اهَقَزْرِ  لُمِحْتَ  َّلا  هٍَبآدَ  نِم  ِ-ن  يّأَکَوَ } 60{

And how many a moving creature that does not carry its own provision, (but) Allah . “ 60
.” sustains it and you! And He is he Hearing, the knowing

Commentary, verse: 60

The Arabic word /tahmil/ is derived from /himālah/ in the sense of ‘suretyship’ and ‘to

undertake’, and the purpose of ‘carrying provision’ may be used in the sense of:
’. ‘storing up things for the future

Emigration was recommended through verse 56, now the abovementioned verse

:indicates that the knowledge of Allah provides the sustenance of all creatures

And how many a moving creature that does not carry its own provision, (but) Allah“
! …” sustains it and you

However, the Qur’ān says that you should not be worried about your sustenance, and

do not accept any shame, disgrace, and captivity for it, because He Who gives

sustenance is Allah. He sustains not only you but also many of the creatures that

cannot even carry their provision, and have no food stored in their nests while every

new day they need a new provision and Allah does not let them be hungry. He

.sustains them and you, too

Among moving creatures, animals, and insects, besides man, there are a few kinds

that, like ants and bees, carry their own foodstuff from fields and deserts toward their

dwelling places and store it up, and concerning their provision most of them are like

sparrow, that is, every new day they must seek
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for the provision of that day. There are millions of millions of them around us, far and

near, in deserts, in the depth of valleys, on the top of mountains, and inside the seas

.that are sustained at the table of His endless bounties

And you, O’ man! who are cleverer and more capable than them for earning and

storing up your provision, why do you clasp the pollute and shameful life because of

the fear of cease of sustenance and admit any injustice, cruelty, disgrace and

abjectness for it? You, too, can come out from inside of this narrow, limited and dark

.life of yours and sit at the stretched table of your Lord and do not care for sustenance

On that day when you were prisoner in the womb of mother as a weak and feeble

embryo, and nobody, even your kind parents, had the chance to reach you, your Lord

did not forsake you and whatever you needed He gave you properly, it is the same

today that you are a capable and strong being. And in view of the fact that giving

provision to the needy is in the secondary of the awareness of their existence and

:their need, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān says

.” And He is he Hearing, the knowing “… 

He hears the words of you all, and He even knows the mute tongue of you and all

moving creatures. He knows the needs of all of you, and nothing is hidden from the

.realm of His infinite knowledge

****
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نَوکُفَؤُْی یَّناَفَ  هَُّللا  َّنُلوقُیََل  رَمَقَْلاوَ  سَمَّْشلا  رََّخسَوَ  ضَرْلاَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  قَلَخَ  نْمَ  مهُتَْلاَسَ  نِئَلوَ  } 61{

And if you ask them: ‘Who created the heavens and the earth and made the sun . “ 61
and the moon subservient?’ They will certainly say: ‘Allah!’ Whence are they then

?” perverted

Commentary, verse: 61

The Arabic term /’ifk/ means ‘changing something from its real form’, viz. someone

.changes a fact into something else consciously

The purpose of ‘making the sun and the moon subservient’ is their subservience in

(the way which is useful for us.(1

In this holy verse, as well as the next verses, the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), and in fact

all believers, are addressed and the proofs of Unity through the way of creation,
Lordship, and nature, viz. by three different ways, have been stated, and they are

admonished that their fate is with Allah Whose effects are found in heavens and

.souls, not with idols, since idols have no function in this regard

At first, it refers to the creation of the heaven and the earth and, taking help from

:their intrinsic beliefs, it says

And if you ask them: ‘Who created the heavens and the earth and made the sun and“
!’…” the moon subservient?’ They will certainly say: ‘Allah
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Their answer is such, because neither idolaters nor other than them say that the

creator of the heavens and the earth and the subjective factor of making the sun and

the moon subservient is some pieces of stone and wood which have been

.manufactured by their own hands

In other words, even idolaters had no doubt in the ‘Unity of Creator’. They were

polytheists in worship. They used to say that they worshipped idols for the sake that

they would intercede them before Allah, as Sura Yūnus, No. 10, verse 18 announces:
’ …” “… and they say: ‘these are our intercessors with Allah

They wanted to say that they were not eligible to directly communicate with Allah and

they had to relate to Him by the way of idols. They used to say: “… We do not serve

(them save that they make us nearer to Allah, …”(1

They were inattentive that there is no gap between the Creator and the created, and

He is nearer to us than our jugular vein.(2) Moreover, if man, who is the best creature

in the world of existence, cannot communicate with Allah, what can be his

?intercessor

However, after mentioning this clear proof, at the end of the verse the Qur’ān

questions that after having these evidences how are they returned from worshipping

:Allah to the worship of some idols made of some pieces of stone and wood? It says

?” Whence are they then perverted “… 

The Qur’ānic term /yu’fakūn/ is derived from /’ifk/ which means: ‘changing something

from its real form’, and in this
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.connection it is used for falsehood, and also for some apposite winds

The application of the term /yu’fakūn/ in its Arabic passive form, points to this fact that

they have not any ability to make decision, as if they were unintentionally drawn

!toward idolatry

By the way, the purpose of objecting the sun and the moon is the systems that Allah

has arranged for them and by these systems He has sent them in the way of man’s
.benefits

****
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مٌیِلعَ ءٍیْشَ    ِ لّکُِب هََّللا  َّنإِ  هَُل  رُدِْقیَوَ  هِدِابَعِ  نِْم  ءُآشَیَ  نمَِل  قَزْ   ِ رّلا طُسُْبُی  هَُّللا  } 62{

Allah enlarges the sustenance for whichever of His servants He pleases, and He . “ 62
grants him by (strict) measure, (as He pleases); verily Allah is Well-Cognizant of all

.” things

Commentary, verse: 62

Increasing and decreasing men’s sustenance is knowingly and wisely done by Allah

(s.w.t.) on the base of seen and unseen criterions. Some Islamic traditions indicate

that the common good of some servants of Allah is in that they have vast sustenance

and if they fall in the straitened circumstances of life, they become corruptive. On the

contrary, the common good of another group is that they have a strict measure of

sustenance, and if they are granted plenty of it, they will fall in decadence. Therefore,
:in this verse the Qur’ān says

Allah enlarges the sustenance for whichever of His servants He pleases, and He“
(; …” grants him by (strict) measure, (as He pleases

.The key of sustenance is in His hand, not in the hand of men, nor with idols

That in the former verses it was said that the true believers rely only on Him is for this

very fact that the authority of all things is with Him. Then why should they fear to

express forth and sometimes think that their life is in danger from the side of their

?enemies
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If they believe that Allah is powerful but He is not aware of their state, they are in a
:great error, because

.” verily Allah is Well-Cognizant of all things “… 

Is it possible that someone is the creator and the administrator of the affairs and

whose favour reaches to the creatures, and in the meantime He is not aware of their

.circumstance? This is not imaginable

****
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نَوُلقِْعیَلاَ مْهُرُثَکْأَ  لَْب  هَِّلِل  دُمْحَْلا  لُِق  هَُّللا  َّنُلوقُیََل  اهَِتوْمَ  دِْعَب  نِْم  ضَرْلاَا  هِِب  ایَحْاَفَ  ءًآمَ  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  لََّزَن  نمَ  مهُتَْلأَسَ  نِئَلوَ  } 63{

And if you ask them: ‘Who sends down water from the heaven and gives life with it . “ 63
unto the earth after its death?’ They will certainly say: ‘Allah!’ Say: ‘All praise is due to

.” Allah.’ But most of them so not ponder

Commentary, verse: 63

One of the great bounties for which we must be thankful, is the light of Faith and

natural disposition. Knowing of Allah is natural, and if the dust of sin and deviation is
removed from the nature of deviated ones, their clear and manifest confessions will

.be found out

In this verse, where the words are about Unity of Lordship and that the descent of the

:main origin of provisions is from the side of Allah, it says

And if you ask them: ‘Who sends down water from the heaven and gives life with it“
!’ …” unto the earth after its death?’ They will certainly say: ‘Allah

This is the inner belief of idolaters that they even did not refuse to express it by their

tongue, because they both knew the Creator as Allah, and introduced Allah as the

:Lord and also the administrator of the whole world. Then, the verse continues saying

.’ …” Say: ‘All praise is due to Allah “… 

Praise is for the One from Whose side all bounties come, because when water, which

is the main source of life and by which all living creatures are alive, is from His side, it
.is clear that other provisions are from His side, too
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Therefore praise must also belong to Him alone, and other objects of worship have no

.share in it

.We must thank Allah, for our logic is so alive and strong that nobody is able to nullify it

And since the polytheists’ sayings, from one side, and their speech and actions, from

:other side, contradicted with each other, at the end of the verse the Qur’ān adds

.” But most of them so not ponder “…

Else, how is it possible that a wise and thoughtful person speaks so much scattered

and contrarily? From one side, he knows Allah (s.w.t.) as the creator, the giver of

sustenance, and administrator of the world, and, on the other side, he falls in

.prostration before some idols that have no role in his fate

From one side, they believe in the Unity of Creator and Unity of Lordship, but, on the

.other side, they practically worship other than Allah

It is interesting that the Holy Qur’ān does not say that they do not have mind and

wisdom, but it says: “… (they) do not ponder”, which means they have intellect while

.they do not use it

****
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Section 7: The sincere seekers shall be guided aright

Point

Life of this world is a vain sport, the Hereafter is a lasting Reality – The timely

devotion of the hypocrites – Those who strive sincerely in the way of Allah are

promised to be shown the Way of the Lord

نَومُلَْعیَ اوُناکَ  وَْل  نُاوَیَحَْلا  یَهَِل  هَرَخِلأَا  رَاَّدلا  َّنإِوَ  بٌعَِلوَ  وٌهَْل  َّلاإِ  آیَْنُّدلا  هُایَحَْلا  هِذِهَ  امَوَ  } 64{

And this life of the world is nothing but a sport and a play and verily the abode of . “ 64
!” the hereafter, is certainly the (real) life: did they but know

Commentary, verse: 64

The Qur’ānic word /lahw/ is used for the amusements which hinder man from the

main aims and fundamental affairs. The Arabic term /la‘ib/ is doing something like play

(in which there is no particular aim. (Mufradāt by Rāqib

The creation of the world has been done wisely and for a particular aim, while being

.mammonist and neglectful from the Hereafter is done foolishly

In order that men can promote their thought higher than the horizon of this limited

life, and that they open the doors of some vaster worlds to the scope of the vision of

their intellect, in this verse the Holy Qur’ān, through a short and very expressive

sentence, compares the life of the present world with the eternal life in another world,
:where it says
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 …” And this life of the world is nothing but a sport and a play“

There is not anything in this world save sport and play, while the life in another world

:is the real life. The above verse continues

!” and verily the abode of the hereafter, is certainly the (real) life: did they but know “… 

What an interesting and expressive meaning this Qur’ānic phrase /la hiyal hayawān/
is! Because the Arabic word /lahw/ means ‘sport’ and anything that makes man busy

to it and turns him away from the essential affairs of life, while the word /la‘ib/ (a play)
(. is used for the acts that have a kind of imaginary order for an imaginary aim, (play

In a ‘play’ someone plays as a king and another one as a minister, another one is the

commander of the army, and some others play as a caravan or as a thief. But after

their struggles and conflicts, we see that all of their deeds have been some imaginary

acts. The Qur’ān implies that the life of this world is a kind of sport and play. In it, there

are some people who pursue some imaginary things. After a few days they scatter

and their bodies will be buried under the ground, and, then everything will be

forgotten. But the real life, which has no declension or destruction, will remain. There

is neither pain, nor toleration, nor distress, nor fear, nor any trouble in the life of

.hereafter, but it is with the condition that man knows it and studies it carefully

Those who love the life of this world and became happy and beguiled by its dazzling

.glare are like some children, though they have lived a long life

However, it must be noted that, as some commentators and philologists believe, the

Qur’ānic word /haywān/ means ‘life/, It points to this fact that ‘the abode of hereafter’
is the abode of
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’. real life, as if life gushed from all of it and there were nothing in it but ‘life

It is evident that never the Qur’ān intends to negate the Divine merits of this world by

this meaning, but it intends to illustrate the value of this life comparing with that life by

an explicit and clear comparison. Moreover, it wants to warn man that he must not be

as captive for these merits; he must be a commander upon them, and he must never

.exchange the noble values of his own self for them

****
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نَوکُرِشُْی مْهُ  اذَإِ    ِ رّبَْلا یَلإِ  مْهُاَّجَن  اَّملَفَ  نَی   ِ دّلا هَُل  نَیصِِلخُْم  هََّللا  اوُعَدَ  کِْلفُْلا  یِف  اوُبکِرَ  اذَإِفَ  } 65{

So when they ride in the ships, they call upon Allah sincerely vowing worship (only) . “ 65
unto Him, and when He brings them safe to the land, they associate others (with

(,” Him

Commentary, verse: 65

Being in awe of Allah removes the dusts of negligence, and awakens the nature of

.seeking-Allah in man

This verse refers to the nature and fate of man and it pays to the manifestation of the

Light of Unity inside the selves of men at the most severe states, and, through a very

:expressive example, it says

So when they ride in the ships, they call upon Allah sincerely vowing worship (only)“
unto Him, and when He brings them safe to the land, they associate others (with

(,” Him

Yes, the difficulties and calamities are the preparations for the growth of man’s
nature. The Light of Unity is hidden inside the spirit of all human beings. Superstitious

customs, wrong educations, and evil indoctrinations cast some curtains over it, but at

the time of attack of calamities from every side and when the pile of difficulties

appear in front of man and he sees he cannot apparently do anything, he involuntarily

goes toward the world of super nature and he wipes out any polytheistic thought from

his heart and, in the furnace of these events, he becomes pure and free from any

.impurity
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Shortly speaking, there is always a luminous point inside the man’s heart which is the

nearest mean of his communication with the world of super nature and the shortest

.path toward Allah

Wrong teachings, negligence, and pride, specially at the time of health and affluence,
draw some curtains over it, but the mass of calamities and terrible events tear these

curtains, put the ashes away from it and that luminous point inside the man’s heart

.appears

It was for this very reason that the great leaders of Islam used to guide those who

.were seriously doubtful in the subject of theology by this way

We have heard the story of the wandering man who was in doubt for the subject of

theology and Imam Sādiq (a.s.) guided him aright through this very natural and innate

.way

The man said: “O son of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.)! (Please) guide me to Allah

that who He is, because the tempters have made me bewildered.” Then the Imam

told him: “O’ servant of Allah! Have you ever embarked a ship?” The man answered he

had. Then Imam said: “Has it happened that your ship was broken where there was

no other ship to save you and you did not know how to swim?” The man answered:
“Yes.” He said: “In that state, did your heart tend to this matter that there is something

that can save you from that affliction?” He answered: “Yes.” Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said:
“This thing is Allah Who is able to save (anyone) where there is no deliverer and

(succours and where there is no helper.”(1

****
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نَومُلَْعیَ فَوْسَفَ  اوعَُّتمَتَیَِلوَ  مْهُانَْیتَاءَ  آمَِب  اورُفُکْیَِل  } 66{

Thus) let them be ungrateful for what We have given them and let them enjoy, . “) 66
.” but they shall soon know

Commentary, verse: 66

.Polytheism is a kind of ungratefulness and ingratitude unto the favours of Allah

We must not be happy with those successes which are accompanied with blasphemy

.and ungratefulness, because they usually have an evil end

After mentioning so many reasoning upon Monotheism and theology, this verse

:confronts the opponents with a sharp and serious threat when it says

Thus) let them be ungrateful for what We have given them and let them enjoy, but “)
.” they shall soon know

They will enjoy of the fleeting pleasures, but they shall know very soon what the end

.of their disbelief and polytheism will be, and what an evil fate they will have

It is true that the appearance of the verse here seems to be a command to disbelief

and denial of the Divine verses, but it is evident that its purpose is a warning. It is just

like that we tell a criminal person: “Perform whatever crime you can, but soon you will

.” taste the bitter fruit of your deeds in a lump

In such sentences where the form of the verb is imperative the main aim is a threat

.against the opposite party, not a state of imperative nature

It is interesting that here the Qur’ānic sentence /fasaufa ta‘lamūn/ (they shall soon

know) has been stated in an absolute form. It does not say what they know, but it

simply says: “They shall soon know”. This vastness in meaning is for
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the sake that the mind of hearers might not be limited in its concept. The fruit of bad

deeds is the divine punishment, disgrace in both worlds, and all kinds of other

.miseries

****

At the end you may note these two verses: “And whatever of favour is (bestowed) on

you, it is from Allah; then whenever any calamity afflicts upon you, unto Him you cry

(for assistance).” “Then when He removes the affliction from you, behold! A group of

(you associate others with their Lord.”(1

This very meaning is mentioned in Sura Yūnus in another form. It says: “And when an

affliction touches a man, he calls Us (while reclining), on his side, or sitting, or

standing, but when We remove from him his affliction, he passes on, as if he never

(called Us to an affliction that touched him. …”(2

The above meaning has also been stated in Sura Ar-Rūm, verse 33, Sura Az-Zumar,
verse 49, and Sura ’Asrā’, verses 67-69 in some other phrases and with some

.comprehensive words

****
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نَورُفُکْیَ هَِّللا  هِمَْعِنِبوَ  نَوُنِمؤُْی  لِطِابَْلاِبفَأَ  مْهِِلوْحَ  نِْم  سُاَّنلا  فَُّطخَتَُیوَ  اًنِماءَ  اًمرَحَ  انَْلعَجَ  اَّنأَ  اوْرَیَ  مَْلوَأَ  } 67{

Have they not seen that We have appointed a sanctuary secure, while the people . “ 67
are snatched away from all around them? Will they still believe in the falsehood and

?” disbelieve in bounty of Allah

Commentary, verse: 67

One of the ways of inviting people to Allah is attracting their attention unto the divine

:bounties. This verse says

Have they not seen that We have appointed a sanctuary secure, while the people are“
? …” snatched away from all around them

Arabs were in insecurity then, but in spite of that insecure environment, He caused

Mecca to be a sanctuary secure, then how can He not protect them against their

enemies? And their enemies were afraid of these weak people before Allah, the

.Great, the Mighty

:The verse continues saying

?” Will they still believe in the falsehood and disbelieve in bounty of Allah “… 

Shortly speaking, the Lord Who is able to cause a small piece of land to be secure

inside a vast area of the earth where a group of half wild people used to live, how can

?He not protect the faithful people amongst some pagans and unbelievers

****
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نَیرِِفاکَْلِل يوًْثمَ  مََّنهَجَ  یِف  سَْیَلأَ  هُءَآجَ  اَّمَل    ِ قّحَْلاِب بََّذکَ  وْأَ  اًبذِکَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  يرَتَْفا  نَِّمِم  مُلَظْأَ  نْمَوَ  } 68{

And who is more unjust than one who forges a lie against Allah, or belies the truth . “ 68
?” when it has come to him? Is there not a home in Hell for the disbelievers

Commentary, verse: 68

The Divine revelation should be accepted completely and without decreasing

anything from it. Adding anything to the religion is invention and false allegation, and it
:is the worse injustice. Therefore, in this verse the Qur’ān says

And who is more unjust than one who forges a lie against Allah, or belies the truth“
? …” when it has come to him

Allah has delivered many clear evidences which prove that there is nothing to be

worthy of being worshipped save Allah, but polytheists forge some lies to Him and

!associate some partners with Him, too. They even claim that this is a divine program

On the other hand, Allah sent down the Qur’ān for them, in which the signs of Truth

are clear, but they ignored them and put them at their back. Can any injustice and

oppression be considered more superior than this? It is certainly injustice against

their own selves and against all humankind, because polytheism and disbelief is a

.great injustice

In other word, is injustice, in its vast scope of meaning, anything save deviation and

bringing something out of its proper place? Is there anything worse than this that one

puts some pieces of worthless stone and wood in a row with the Creator of the

?heavens and the earth
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Moreover, polytheism is the source of all social corruptions, and in fact other kinds of

injustice originate from it. Sensualism, mammonism, and worshipping ranks, each one

.is a kind of polytheism

:But do know that an evil fate is waiting for the polytheists. The Qur’ān questions

?” Is there not a home in Hell for the disbelievers “… 

It is noteworthy that in fifteen occurrences of the Qur’ān some people have been

introduced as ‘the most unjust ones’, and in all of these occurrences the Qur’ānic

sentence is a positive interrogation with a negative sense and it begins with /man

/. ’azlama

A careful study upon these verses shows that all of them return to polytheism, though

there are apparently some different matters mentioned in them. Therefore, it can be

(said that there is not any contradiction in them.(1

****
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نَیِنسِحْ - مُْلا عَمََل  هََّللا  َّنإِو  انَلَُبسُ  مْهَُّنیَدِهْنََل  انَیِف  اودُهَاجَ  نَیذَِّلاوَ  } 69{

And those who strive hard for Us, We will certainly guide them in Our ways, and . “ 69
.” verily Allah is with the good-doers

Commentary, verse: 69

Point

In order to reach the special guidance of Allah, effort and endeavour is necessary,
.and it is the man who must take the first step

Sometimes, a step and a sincere struggle consequences both the Divine guidance and

.eternal salvation

This holy verse, which is, in fact, the last verse of Sura Al-‘Ankabūt, points to an

important fact, which is the epitome of the whole Sura and is consistent with its

.beginning

It implies that though there are many difficulties for those who pave the path of Allah,
the Almighty, the difficulty from the point of recognizing the truth, the difficulty of

temptations of the Satans of man and Jinn; the difficulty of facing with the opposition

of the obstinate and cruel enemies; and the difficulty of probable mistakes. Here,
there is one true thing which strengthens you, supports you, and gives you power and

:certainty for these difficulties, as follows

And those who strive hard for Us, We will certainly guide them in Our ways, and verily“
.” Allah is with the good-doers

Upon the purpose of struggle here, the commentators have delivered numerous

probabilities. Is it the struggle against enemies? Is it the struggle against carnal soul?

?Or is it the struggle in the path of knowing Allah by a scientific and logical way
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They have also discussed about the objective meaning of the Arabic term /fīnā/ (in
Us), applied in this verse, whether it means in the way of Allah’s pleasure, or in the

way of struggle against carnal soul, or in the path of worship, or in the path of struggle

.against enemy

But it makes manifest that the application of both /jihād/ which has a vast and

absolute meaning, and /fīnā/ are correct. Therefore, it envelops any kind of struggle

and effort which is performed in the way of Allah and for Him and with the purpose of

gaining the divine aims, whether they are in the way of obtaining knowledge, or

struggle against carnal soul, or struggle against enemy, or showing patience in

obedience, or having patience against temptation of committing sin, or in the way of

.helping the weak persons, or doing any other good action

Those who strive in these ways for Allah, in any form and any manner, will be involved

.in the support and guidance of Allah

By the way, through what was said, it became clear that the purpose of the Arabic

word /subul/ (ways), used here, is different ways which are led to Allah: the way of

struggle against carnal soul, the way of struggling against enemies, and the way of

learning knowledge and culture. In short, struggle in any one of these ways causes

.one to be led to a path which ends to Allah

This is the promise that Allah has strictly and emphatically given to all of the strivers in
His way, and He has strengthened it by kinds of emphasis, and has considered

success, progress, and triumph in the pledge of two important things: ‘Struggle’ and

’. ‘sincerity of intention

Thus, man must strive in this way, but guidance is with Allah; and that a tradition

indicates that knowledge is a light
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that Allah casts in the heart of any one whom He desires and knows eligible for it, may

.also refer to this very meaning

:Note to the Following Points

It is understood from the abovementioned verse that any kind of failure and - 1
dissatisfaction we are confronted is the effect of one of these two things: we have

neglected the struggle, or there has not been enough sincerity in our action. If these

two exist with together, according to the promise of Allah, victory and guidance will

.surely come forth

And if we contemplate well, we can find out the origin of difficulties, and the afflictions

of the Islamic societies in this very fact. Why the Muslims, who once were an

?advanced nation in the world, are backward and retarded today

Why do they beg nearly all their needs, even for their own culture and laws, from

foreigners? Why must they rely on others for protecting themselves against political

storms and martial attacks? Why one day others were in need of the bounty of

knowledge and rich culture of Muslims, but today these people have to sit at the table

?of other nations

And, finally, why are they captured in the hand of others and their lands are occupied

?by the transgressors

All these questions have only one answer, and it is that either they have neglected the

.holy struggle, or their intentions have become polluted

Yes, struggle in the fields of science, culture, politics, and army has been neglected

and love of self, mammonism, love of comfort, short sightedness, and private motives

have overcome them so much that the number of those killed by their own forces is
.larger than the number of those killed by their enemy
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The despair of some persons affected by the West or the East, the treachery of a

group of rulers and chiefs, and the hopelessness and the reclusion of some

knowledgeable men and the possessors of reflection have taken from them both

.struggle and sincerity

Whenever a little sincerity appears in us and strivers come in the scene, victories

appear one after another, and the chains of captivity will be broken. Then, despairs

change into hope and failures into success; disgrace changes into honour and

eminence, and dispersion and hypocrisy changes into unity and flowing. Thus, how

great and inspirational the Qur’ān is that has stated both the pain and its remedy in a
.short sentence

Yes, those who struggle in the path of Allah are included in the guidance of Allah, the

Almighty, and it is evident that wherever His guidance exists, aberration and failure

.does not have any place

Some narrations of Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) have rendered this verse into the Prophet’s
progeny (a.s.) and his followers. It is the statement of a complete extension of it,
because they were always pioneers and leaders in the way of struggle and sincerity,

.and it is not an evidence upon the limitation of the concept of the verse at all

However, every one clearly feels this Qur’ānic fact in his effort and endeavour that

when he strives in the path of Allah, the doors will be opened to him, difficulties

.become easy, and hardships will be tolerable

People are divided into three groups: A group of people are some obstinate deniers - 2
for whom no guidance is useful. The second group are some sincere strivers who

reach the Truth. The third group are more excellent than the second group. They are

,not far from the truth that must become near
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.and are not separate from Him that must join Him, because they are always with Him

The previous verse, saying: “And who is more unjust than one who forges a lie …” is
.about the first group

The Qur’ānic sentence: “And those who strive hard for Us, …” is about the second

.group

And the Qur’ānic phrase: “… verily Allah is with the good-doers” is about the third

.group

By the way, this phrase makes it clear that the rank of good-doers is higher than that

of strivers, because besides striving in the path of their own deliverance, they have

.the characteristic of donation and kindness and they strive for others, too

****

O Allah! Give us such a success that in our whole lifetime we do not stop effort and

!striving in Your way

O Allah! Bestow us such a sincerity that we do not think about anything but You and

!we do not take any step save for You

O Allah! Take us higher than the rank of strivers and endow on us the rank of kindness

and donation of the good-doers, and appoint us under the cover of Your guidance in
!our whole lifetime

!Amen, O the Lord of the Worlds

****

The End of Sura Al-‘Ankabūt
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Sura Ar-Room

Point

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

(The Romans)

(No. 30 (Revealed at Mecca

Verses in 6 Sections 60

:The Virtue of the Sura

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition said: “Whoever recites Suras Al-‘Ankabūt and Ar-Room

in the month of Ramadān at the twenty third night, by Allah he will be admitted in

Paradise, and I do not consider any exception in this word … (with the condition that

he fulfils his religious duties). These two Suras have an important situation with

(Allah.”(1

In another tradition narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), he has said: “Whoever

recites Sura Ar-Room, will be rewarded ten rewards as the number of every angel

who glorifies Allah between the heaven, and the earth, and whatever he has lost in

(that day and night will be recompensed.” (2

It is evident that he who puts the content of this Sura, which is full of teachings about

Monotheism and the great court of Hereafter in his soul and manner, and observes

the
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constant watch of Allah over him, and knows the Day of Judgment and Divine court

certain, the Divine devoutness will fill his heart in a manner that he will be eligible for

.such a great reward

:The Feature of the Sura

.This holy Sura contains 60 verses and has been revealed at Mecca

Similar to many Meccan Suras, the main subject in this Sura is ‘Origin and End’ and the

.statements of the believers and disbelievers are in this relation

This Sura begins with the Prophecy about the victory of Romans against Iranians in
.the war, and for this reason this Sura has been called Ar-Room

A great part of the verses of this Sura is about the Divine bounties in the heaven and

in the earth, the conjugality system in plants and animals, creation of man from dust,
the relation between man and woman, effort in the day and sleep at night, the fall of

.rain, the winds, and the earth being revived after its death

****
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Sura Ar-Room

(The Romans)

(No. 30, (Revealed at Mecca

verses in 6 Sections 60

Section 1

Point

The Defeat of the Romans

Prophesied

The holy Prophet (Muhammad) prophecies that the Romans will be conquered but

after a few years they will conquer the conquerors – This was as also a prophecy of

the victory of the Muslims over the Mecans – Great powerful nations brought low

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

ملا } 1{

مُوُّرلا تِبَِلغُ  } 2{

نَوُبِلْغیَسَ مْهِِبلَغَ  دِْعَب  مهُوَ مِّ-ن  ضِرْلاَا  یَندْأَ  یِف  } 3{

نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا حُرَْفیَ  ذٍِئمَوْیَوَ  دُْعَب  نِْموَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  رُْملأَا  هَِّلِل  نَیِنسِ  عِضِْب  یِف  } 4{

مُیحَِّرلا زُیزِعَْلا  وَهُوَ  ءُآشَیَ  نمَ  رُصُنیَ  هَِّللا  رِصْنَِب  } 5{

’.” Alif ‘A’, Lām ‘L’, Mīm ‘M . “’ 1
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.” The Romans have been defeated . “ 2

,” In a near land, but they, after being defeated, will soon be victorious . “ 3

Within a few years. To Allah belongs the Command before and after, and on that . “ 4
.” day the believers shall rejoice

With the help of Allah, He helps whom He pleases, and He is the Mighty, the . “ 5
.” Merciful

Commentary, verses: 1-5

The Arabic word /bid‘/ means: ‘a piece’, as the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Fātimah is a

piece from me.” Sometimes the objective meaning of /bid‘/ is a part of time between

.three to nine years

Question: What relation is there between the triumph of the army of Room over

Iranians and the Muslims that the Qur’ān says: “… that day the believers shall

”? rejoice

Answer: The Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) wrote two letters to the kings of Iran and

Room and invited them to the religion of Islam. The king of Iran, Khusrow Parvīz, tore

the letter, but the king of Room respected Prophet’s letter. Muslims liked the Romans

who respected Prophet’s letter to be victorious, but they failed in the war, so the

Muslims became inconvenient because of that event. By these holy verses Allah gave

a good tidings to the Muslims that although Romans failed, they would win the battle

thereafter in near future and that victory could make the believers happy.(1) Yes, a

faithful society should not look only its own inside but it must show reaction unto the

.bitter and sweet events of other nations, too
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:The Occasion of Revelation

The great Islamic commentators all believe that the beginning verses of this Sura

were sent down for the sake that at that time when the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was at

Mecca and the believers were in minority, there happened a fight between Iranians

and Romans, and Iranians became victorious. Pagans of Mecca, then, took it as a

good omen and considered it as a proof of legitimacy for their own polytheism. They

said Iranians were Zoroastrians and polytheists (dualists), but Romans were

Christians, the People of the Book’. Since Iranians overcame Romans, then the final

victory belonged to polytheism and Islam would be vanished soon and they (the

.polytheists) might be victorious

Though such conclusions had no foundation, but, in that atmosphere and that

environment, they were not far from effect for propagation amongst those ignorant

people. Therefore, that event seemed heavy for the early Muslims. The

abovementioned verses were revealed, saying decisively that though Iranians

became victorious in that war, after a short time they would bear a failure from

Romans. The Qur’ān stated even the time of that prophecy and said that that event

.would happen during a few years

This decisive prediction of the Qur’ān which, from one side, was the sign of the

miracle of this heavenly Book and the sign of the relation of its bringer to the infinite

knowledge of Allah (s.w.t.) unto the world of Unseen, and on the other side, it was a
point opposite to the bibliomancy of the polytheists, encouraged the Muslims in a

manner that, it is even said, some of them laid an important wager with the

polytheists upon this matter. (At that time the command of the prohibition of these

.( sorts of betting had not been sent down yet
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However, this Sura is the twenty ninth Sura of the Qur’ān which begins with the

abbreviated letters. We have repeatedly discussed on the commentary of these

abbreviated letters, (specially at the beginning of Suras Al-Baqarah, ’Āl-i-‘Imrān, and

Al-’A‘rāf). The only thing which attracts attention here is that, contrary to many Suras

of the Qur’ān which begin with abbreviated letters and next to them the words are

about the greatness of the Qur’ān, in this Sura there is not any discussion upon the

greatness of the Qur’ān, while the words are about the Roman’s failure and their

future victory. But a careful study makes it clear that this discussion is also the

statement of the greatness of the Qur’ān, because this prediction is considered as

one of the signs of the miracle of the Holy Qur’ān and the greatness of this heavenly

.Book

****

:After mentioning the abbreviated letters, it says

.” The Romans have been defeated“

, …” In a near land“

This failure occurs in a land near you, the people of Mecca, in the North of Arabia, in
.the land of Syria, the western Rome

Some commentators, like Shaykh Tūsī in Tibyān, have said that the purpose of it may

be a place near the land of Iranians, that is, it happened in a land which was the

nearest point between Tūrān and Rome.(1) It is true that because of the existence of

Alif and Lām in the Arabic word /’al ’ard/, the first commentary is more suitable, but as

we will explain later, from some view points, the second commentary seems more

.proper
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Here, there is a third commentary that, maybe from the point of result, does not differ

so much from the second commentary. According to this commentary the objective of

it is the land of Rome. That is, they confronted defeat then in the nearest parts of their

boundaries with Iran; and this points to the importance and depth of this failure.
Defeat in far points and distanced boundaries, is not so important. The important

matter is that a country is defeated in its nearest boundaries with enemy where it is
.more powerful and forceful than other places

Therefore, mentioning the phrase: /fī ’adnal ’ard/ (in a near land) is a hint to the

importance of this defeat, and predicting the triumph of the defeated party during a
few years in future is of a greater magnificence and it is not predictable but by the

.way of miracle

:Then the verse adds

,” but they, after being defeated, will soon be victorious “… 

The Qur’ānic sentence /sayaqlibūn/ (they will soon be victorious) was enough for

stating the purpose definitely, but the sentence /min ba‘d-i-qalabihim/ (after being

defeated) has particularly been added to it in order that the importance of this victory

becomes more manifest, because when a defeated group can overcome the enemy

in its nearest and strongest boundaries and specially during a short time, it is

.something unexpectedly, and the Qur’ān explicitly predicts this event

****

Then, through the next holy verse, the Noble Qur’ān states the approximate years of

:its occurrence, but saying

. …” With in a few years“

And we know that the Arabic word /bid‘/ means a figure at least ‘three’ and at most

’. ‘nine
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If we see that Allah (s.w.t.) predicts the future, it is because everything and every

affair is in His authority whether before victory or after the victory of this defeated

:nation. The verse says

, …” To Allah belongs the Command before and after “… 

It is evident that everything being in Allah’s authority and by His command does not

hinder our freedom and will for effort and endeavour and striving in the path of

obtaining our aims. In other words, this phrase does not intend to negate the

authority of others, but it intends to make this matter clear that it is He Who is Mighty

by Essence and is the absolute Owner, and whoever possesses anything he has it

.from His side

Then the verse implies that if today that the Romans failed and the polytheists

became happy, on that day when the Romans overcame the believers would become

:happy. The verse continues saying

.” and on that day the believers shall rejoice “… 

****

:Yes, by Allah’s help they will be happy. The next Holy verse announces

.” With the help of Allah, He helps whom He pleases, and He is the Mighty, the Merciful“

Upon the objective meaning of the sentence: “On that day the believers shall rejoice”,
the commentators have delivered different ideas. Some of them have said that this

rejoice is because of Roman’s victory, though they themselves were in the row of

pagans, too, but since they had heavenly Book their victory over the Zoroastrians,
’. who were polytheists, was one stage of victory of ‘Monotheism’ over ‘polytheism
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Some other commentators have added that the believers became happy for they

took this event as a good omen and as an evidence for their victory over the

.polytheists

Or their happiness was for the sake that the greatness and truthfulness of the

decisive prediction of the holy Qur’ān, which itself was counted as an important

.spiritual victory for the Muslims, appeared on that day

This probability does not seem so far that the Roman victory was simultaneous with

one of the Muslims’ victories over the polytheists in particular that some of the

statements of the commentators indicate that this victory was simultaneous with the

victory of the ‘Badr’ or with the peace agreement of Hudaybiyyah which was counted

a great victory. In particular that the application of “With the help of Allah’ is in

.consonant with this meaning, too

In short, the Muslims became happy from different points of view on that day

because of the victory of the ‘People of the Book’ over the Zoroastrians, which was a
.scene of the victory of Monotheism against polytheism

This happiness was because of spiritual victory for the appearance of the miracle of

the Qur’ān. Or it was for the sake of its simultaneous victory of Muslims, probably the

.peace of Hudaybiyyah or one of other conquests of the Muslims

****
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نَومُلَْعیَ سِاَّنلا لاَ  رَثَکْأَ  َّنکَِلوَ  هُدَعْوَ  هَُّللا  فُِلخُْی  هَِّللا لاَ  دَعْوَ  } 6{

This victory is ) Allah’s promise! Allah does not fail His promise, but most people do . “) 6
.” not know

Commentary, verse: 6

The cause of breach of promises is either powerlessness, or ignorance, or regret, but

.Allah, the Almighty, the Aware, is free from all of them

The reason of unawareness of people is the lack of their knowledge due to the

Knowledge and Power of Allah. They have not known Allah properly; therefore they

are not aware of this fact that He never fails His promise. Breach of promise is either

because of ignorance unto something that it had been concealed, then it has become

revealed and has caused the change of idea. Or it is because of weakness and

inability, when the giver of promise has not changed his mind but he is not able to

.perform his promise

But Allah, Who is both aware of the sequences of the affairs and His Power is above

:all powers, will never breach His promise. The verse says

This victory is ) Allah’s promise! Allah does not fail His promise, but most people do “)
.” not know

****
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نَوُلِفاغَ مْهُ  هِرَخِلأَا  نِعَ  مْهُوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هِایَحَْلا  نَِم  اًرهِاظَ  نَومُلَْعیَ  } 7{

They know (only) the appearance of the life of this world and they are heedless of . “ 7
.” the Hereafter

Commentary, verse: 7

.Being in the love of the materials of the world causes the negligence from Hereafter

The world itself is not bad, but negligence from Hereafter is bad. This holy verse

implies that these shortsighted people see only the outward of the life in this world

:but they are unaware of the hereafter and the end of the affairs. It says

They know (only) the appearance of the life of this world and they are heedless of the“
.” Hereafter

Common people are only aware of the life of the world, and they have also sufficed to

the outward of this life. A collection of amusements, some temporary pleasures, and

vain imaginations have formed their understanding from the life of this world. The

pride and negligence, which is hidden in this understanding, is not concealed to

.anyone

If they only knew the inward and innate of the life of this world, too, it was enough for

the recognition of the Hereafter, because enough care in this temporary life shows

that it is a ring from a long circle of affairs and it is a stage out of a great and long way.
As the care upon the life of an embryo in its term shows that the final aim is not only

this short life by itself, but it is a preliminary stage for a later vast life. Yes they see

only the appearance of this life and are heedless of its content, its concepts, and what

.is in its inside

It is interesting that here by the repetition of the Arabic pronoun /hum/ (they) the Holy

Qur’ān points to this fact that
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the people themselves are the cause of this negligence and heedlessness. It is just

like that someone tells us “You neglected me from this thing”; and in answer to him

.we say: “You yourself neglected”. That is, you yourself were the cause of negligence

At the end, one of the ways of proving the miracle of the Qur’ān is the prediction of

the Qur’ān, one of which is clearly mentioned in these very verses. Through a few

verses and with kinds of emphasis, the Qur’ān informs of a great victory in a few later

.years for a defeated army and introduces it as a promise of Allah which never fails

From one side, the Holy Qur’ān predicts the reality of the victory itself, by saying: “…

(but they, after being defeated, will soon be victorious.”(1

From another side, it informs of another victory for the Muslims against the pagans

.simultaneous with it

And, from the third side, the noble Qur’ān declares that this event will happen in a few

.future years

In the fourth side, with two emphases, the Qur’ān confirms the decisiveness of the

(promise of Allah: “(This victory is) Allah’s promise! Allah does not fail His promise, …”(2

The history indicates that it was before nine years that these two events happened:
the Romans won a new separate war against Iranians, and at the same time the

Muslims, by the peace of Hudaybiyyah (and according to a tradition in the Battle of

.Badr), obtained a considerable victory against the enemies

****
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Principally, the thought of a godly and faithful person is very different from that of a
.materialist or a polytheist

A believer, according to his Monotheistic belief, thinks of the world as the creation of

Allah, the Wise, the Aware, Whose all deeds are done accurately and regularly. For

this reason, he believes that the world is a collection of some exact secrets and

mysteries. Nothing is simple in this world. All the words of this Book are expressive

.and meaningful

This Monotheistic belief tells him not to simply pass by any event and any matter,
.because the simplest problems may be the most complicated ones

He always observes the depth of the things of this world and does not suffice to the

appearance of the world. He has learnt this lesson in the school of monotheism. He

considers a great aim for the world and he sees all things inside the circle of that aim;

while an ordinary faithless person considers the world as a collection of events which

have no aim, and he does not think but about its outward. In principle, he does not

consider any innate and depth for it. Is it possible that we consider a depth and

magnificence for a book which contains of only some lines that a little child have

?created on its pages with his own hand without having any aim

According to some of the great scientists of the natural science, all those scientists

who have contemplated about the system of the world have a sort of religious

.thought

****
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يءِآقَِلِب سِاَّنلا  نَِم  اًریِثکَ  َّنإِوَ  یمسـَُّم  لٍجَأَوَ    ِ قّحَْلاِب َّلاإِ  آمَهُنَْیَب  امَوَ  ضَرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامـََّسلا  هَُّللا  قَلَخَ  امـَ  مهِسـِفُنأَ  یِف  اورَُّکفَتَیَ  مَْلوَأَ  } 8{
نَورُِفاکََل مْهِ  -ِ بّرَ

Have they not pondered upon themselves? Allah did not create the heavens and . “ 8
the earth and what is between them but with truth and (for) an appointed term? And

verily most of the people are deniers of the meeting of their Lord (at the

(.” Resurrection

Commentary, verse: 8

.Contemplation is usually the medicine of the sickness of negligence

The consequence of a safe and sound thought is having belief in truthfulness and

knowing that existence and Hereafter have an aim, while the consequence of

.thoughtlessness is often disbelief and denial of Resurrection

The words in the previous verse were about those who see only the surface of the

things and whose thoughts are limited to observing this world and the world of matter

.and they are not aware of the Hereafter and the world of super nature

This holy verse, as well as the later verses, mentions some various matters around

:the Origin and Resurrection. At first, in the form of a question, the verse critically says

Have they not pondered upon themselves? Allah did not create the heavens and the“
? …” earth and what is between them but with truth and (for) an appointed term

That is, if they do contemplate correctly and refer to both their own conscience and

the judgment of their intellect, they
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will be well familiar with these two things: that, firstly, the world has been created on

the basis of truth, and it contains some systems which prove the existence of a

.complete wisdom and power with the creator of this world

Secondly, this world goes toward downfall and destruction; and in view of the fact

that it is impossible that the Wise Creator has created it in vain, this is an evidence

that after this world there is another world which is the eternal abode, else the

creation of this world, with all its things created only for a few days of life, would be

.meaningless, and by this we find out the existence of the Hereafter

Thus, a careful observation in the regularity and legitimacy of this world leads to the

existence of its origin, and a careful attention to its having ‘an appointed term’ is an

(evidence to the ‘Resurrection’. (Be careful

:That is why, at the end of this holy verse the Qur’ān adds

And verily most of the people are deniers of the meeting of their Lord (at the “… 
(.” Resurrection

Either the pagans are principally deniers of Resurrection, as the verses of the Qur’ān

have repeatedly narrated from their tongue who used to say: When we have become

dust, shall we certainly be brought forth again? This is impossible! This is evident that

its talker is mad. (Sura Ar-Ra‘d, No. 13, verse 5; Sura Al-Mu’minūn, No. 23, verse 35;

(Sura An-Naml, No. 27, verse 67; and Sura Ghāf, No. 50, verse 3

Or they do not deny it by their tongues, but their deeds are so polluted and shameful

that they indicate that they do not believe in Resurrection, because if they believed

.they would not be so mischievous and corrupt

By the Qur’ānic phrase /fī ’anfusihim/ (upon themselves) it is understood that they

should study about the secrets of their selves, as Fakhr-Rāzi has said in his

commentary, but the
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purpose is that they may contemplate upon the creation of the heavens and the earth

.from inside of their selves and souls by the way of intellect and conscience

The Arabic word /bil haqq/, applied in this verse, may have two meanings: one is that

creation is accompanied with truth, law, and regularity. The second is that the aim of

creation is a true aim, and, of course, these two recent commentaries do not contrast

.with each other

As we have repeatedly said in this commentary, the Qur’ānic phrase /liqā’-i-rabbihim/
(meeting of their Lord) means Hereafter and Resurrection where the curtains will be

.removed and, by inner intuition, man will know Allah with His greatness

****
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اَّمِم رَثَکْأَ  آهَورُمَعَوَ  ضَرْلأَا  اورُاَثأَوَ  هًَّوُق  مْهُْنِم  َّدشـَأَ  اوُناکَ  مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلا  هُبَِقاعـَ  نَاکـَ  فَْیکَ  اورُظُنیَفَ  ضِرْـَلأا  یِف  اورُیسـِیَ  مَْلوَأَ  } 9{
نَومُِلظْیَ مْهُسَفُنأَ  اوُناکَ  نکَِلوَ  مْهُمَِلظْیَِل  هَُّللا  نَاکَ  امَفَ  تِاَن  -ِ یّبَْلاِب مهُُلسُرُ  مْهُْتءَآجَوَ  اهَورُمَعَ 

Have they not travelled in the earth and seen how was the end of these before . “ 9
them? They were stronger than them in strength, and they ploughed up the earth and

cultivated it more than they themselves have cultivated it; and their messenger came

to them with clear proofs (miracles) (which they rejected, to their own destruction); so

Allah would never deal with them unjustly, but they dealt unjustly with their own

.” selves

Commentary, verse: 9

.We must look at the fate and the end of the former nations, not at their daily glories

Concerning the necessity of familiarity with the events in history and contemplating

on them, Hadrat Ali (a.s.), addressing his son, says: “Though my age is not so old but I
(am familiar with the history of the former nations as if I have the lifetime of history.”(1

Explaining the meaning of the Qur’ānic sentence: “Have they not travelled in the

earth” Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “The purpose of it is contemplation and study the history

of the
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former nations (who are mentioned) in the Qur’ān”.(1) However, the Qur’ān in this

:verse says

Have they not travelled in the earth and seen how was the end of these before“
? …” them

These nations are those who had a better power than these ones and who had

changed the land and had flourished it more than that they did. Here is what the verse

:says

They were stronger than them in strength, and they ploughed up the earth and “… 
; …” cultivated it more than they themselves have cultivated it

Divine messengers came to them with clear miracles, but they showed stubbornness

and did not submit to the Truth and, consequently, they encountered the painful

:chastisement of Allah. The verse continues saying

and their messenger came to them with clear proofs (miracles) (which they “… 
,rejected

(; …” to their own destruction

so Allah would never deal with them unjustly, but they dealt unjustly with their own “… 
.” selves

In fact, the holy Qur’ān here points to those nations who, comparing the polytheists

coeval with the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), were considerably stronger than these people from

the point of power, bodily strength, and finance, and it explains their painful end as a
.lesson for these people

The Qur’ānic phrase: /’aθār-ul-’ard/ (they ploughed up the earth) may refer to

ploughing the earth for farming and planting trees, or digging it for streams and

irrigation systems, or preparing the land for building high buildings, or all of these
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affairs, for this phrase has a vast concept which encompasses these things which are

(the preliminary of cultivation.(1

And since in the world of that day the utmost power was in the hand of those who

were more developed from the point of agriculture and had considerably progressed

in constructing buildings, the superiority of those nations, comparing the polytheists

.of Mecca whose ability, from this point of view, was very limited is made clear

Yet, those nations, with all their power and abilities, when they rejected the Divine

revelations and denied their messengers, could not escape from the grips of divine

?punishment, then how can you escape

These painful punishments are the fruit and sequence of their own deeds. They

themselves did unjustly against their own selves and Allah would never deal with

.them unjustly

****
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نَوُئزِهْتَسْیَ اهَِب  اوُناکَوَ  هَِّللا  تِایَاَِب  اوُبَّذکَ  نأَ  يأَوُّسلا  اوءُآسَأَ  نَیذَِّلا  هَبَِقاعَ  نَاکَ  َّمُث  } 10{

Then evil was the end of those that did evil, for they belied the signs of Allah, and . “ 10
.” at them they used to mock

Commentary, verse: 10

Those who usually reject the verses of Allah and mock them do not often gain any

.benefit from their deeds except evil punishment

The above holy verse, which is the last verse of the verses under discussion, states

the last stage of their infidelity. It implies that the end of those who did evil in this

world was that they rejected the revelations of Allah, and worse than that, they

:mocked them. The verse says

Then evil was the end of those that did evil, for they belied the signs of Allah, and at“
.” them they used to mock

Yes, sin and committing evil, like the sickness of gangrene, attacks man and

consumes the soul of faith and destroys it. Such a person reaches a point that he

belies the Divine verses and, beyond that, he mocks both the messengers and the

revelations of Allah. Such a person will be in a stage that no advice, no admonition,
and no warning is effective on him, and there will remain no way except the lash of

.the painful punishment of Allah

A glance upon the life of a great deal of rebellious and criminal persons shows that at

the beginning they were not like that. At least there was a slight and weak light of faith

in their hearts, but committing consecutive sins caused them to get
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distance from Faith and piety a day after another and, at last they reached the stage

.of infidelity

This verse, with the same concept that was described in the above, was also

mentioned in the famous sermon of Hadrat Zaynab (a.s.), the brave woman of

.Karbalā, that she delivered in Syria in front of Yazīd

When Hadrat Zaynab (a.s.) observed that Yazīd, by saying some blasphemous words

and reciting those famous poems, which showed his disbelief in the basis of Islam,
was mocking everything, after praising Allah and greeting to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
she clearly said: “It is not wonderful that today, by these poems, you deny Islam and

Faith, and you tell your polytheistic ancestors, who were killed in the Battle of Badr by

Muslims, that you wish they were here and would see that you have taken vengeance

from the family of Banī Hāshim. It is the same thing that Allah (s.w.t.) has said and

. …” announced that the sinners will finally belie the signs of Allah

She said many things in this regard. (For more explanation, you can refer to Bihār-
(ul-’Anwār, Vol. 45, P. 157

****
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Section 2

Point

The Five Times of the Daily Glorification of Allah

The righteous and the wicked shall be recompensed – The polytheists shall deny their

imaginary gods of the Day of Judgment – The Five Times of the Daily Glorification of

(Allah (five compulsory Daily Prayers

نَوعُجَرُْت هِْیَلإِ  َّمُث  هُدُیعُِی  َّمُث  قَْلخَلا  اؤُدَْبیَ  هَُّللا  } 11{

نَوُمرِجْ - مُْلا سُِلْبُی  هُعَاَّسلا  مُوقُتَ  مَوْیَوَ  } 12{

نَیرِِفاکَ مْهِِئآکَرَشُِب  اوُناکَوَ  ءُآعَفَشُ  مْهِِئآکَرَشُ  نِم  مهَُل  نکَیَ  مَْلوَ  } 13{

Allah originates the creation, then reproduces it, then unto Him you shall be . “ 11
.” returned

.” And On the Day when the Hour will come, the guilty shall be in despair . “ 12

And these shall not be for them any intercessors from among their ‘partner gods’ . “ 13
.” and they shall disbelieve in their partners

Commentary, verses: 11-13

The Arabic word /yublisu/ is derived from /’iblās/ which means a grief that has

appeared because of intensity of despair. The term ’Iblīs is also derived from the

.same word

The previous verses talked about the rejecters who used to mock the signs of Allah.
By stating a part of discussions about Resurrection and the fate of the sinners in

Hereafter, these holy
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verses complete the discussions stated in the former verses about the Resurrection.
:At first, the Qur’ān says

Allah originates the creation, then reproduces it, then unto Him you shall be“
.” returned

The subject of Resurrection, which has also been mentioned in some other verses of

the Qur’ān, has been stated through a short and expressive reasoning. The Qur’ān

implies that the same One Who had the ability of originating the creation, has also the

ability of bringing Resurrection forth, as well as the law of justice, and also the Divine

.Wisdom requires that this creation should be reproduced

The Qur’ānic sentence: “… then unto Him you shall be returned” points to this fact that

after this life, in Hereafter, all of you return to the Divine Court and to His reward and

His compensation. And more than that, those believers who have come in the path of

perfection of Allah will also go forth in their perfection toward infinite and toward the

.Pure Essence of Allah

:In the next verse, the state of the guilty in Hereafter has been illustrated as follows

.” And On the Day when the Hour will come, the guilty shall be in despair“

However, on that Day, the guilty are right to be in despair and sorrow, because they

neither have brought any faith and righteous deed with them into the resurrection

plain, nor have they any helper, nor it is possible for them to return to the world and

.compensate their past faults

****

:Therefore, in the next verse, the Qur’ān says

’ …” And these shall not be for them any intercessors from among their ‘partner gods“
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These are the same idols and the objects of worship that whenever these idolaters

were asked why they worshipped them, they used to say: “… these are our

(intercessors with Allah. …”(1

In Hereafter, they will surely understand that there is neither any peculiarity nor profit

.in these worthless hollow objects of worship

It is for this reason that they will disbelieve in the objects of worship that they had

:associated them with Allah and they will hate them. The verse continues saying

.” and they shall disbelieve in their partners “… 

Why should they not disbelieve in them? These objects of worship not only do not

solve any problem for them, but also, as the Qur’ān claims, they will belie them and

(say: “… they were not unto us worshipping.”(2

And worse than this is that these objects of worship will be some enemies for their

worshippers, as Sura Al-’Ahqāf, No. 46, verse 6 says: “And when mankind are

mustered (at the Resurrection) they will be hostile to them and deny that (men) had

.” worshipped them

****
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نَوُقَّرفَتَیَ ذٍِئمَوْیَ  هُعَاَّسلا  مُوقُتَ  مَوْیَوَ  } 14{

نَورُبَحُْی هٍضَوْرَ  یِف  مْهُفَ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّماَفَ  } 15{

نَورُضَحُْم بِاذَعَْلا  یِف  کَِئَلوْأُفَ  هِرَخِلأَا  يءِآقَِلوَ  انَِتایَاَِب  اوُبَّذکَوَ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّمأَوَ  } 16{

;” And on the Day when the Hour will come, that Day they shall be divided . “ 14

And as for those who believed and did righteous deeds, they shall be made happy . “ 15
(.” in a garden (of Paradise

And as for those who disbelieved and rejected Our signs and the meeting of the . “ 16
.” Hereafter, those shall be arraigned into the chastisement

Commentary, verses: 14-16

This verse points to the different groups of people on the Day of Hereafter, when it
:says

;” And on the Day when the Hour will come, that Day they shall be divided“

It means that on the Hereafter Day the pure persons will be separated from the

.impure ones

.That is, Hereafter will be the Day of the end of ungodly relations and friendships

:Then in the next verse, the Qur’ān says

And as for those who believed and did righteous deeds, they shall be made happy in“
(.” a garden (of Paradise

The Qur’ānic word /yuhbarūn/ is derived from /hibr/ with the sense of ‘an interesting

and good effect’. It is also used for the state of rejoice and happiness the effect of

which appears
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in the face, and since the hearts of the people of Paradise are so full of rejoice and

happiness that its effects appear in their whole entity, this meaning has been used

.concerning them

The Arabic term /raudah/ is called to a place where there is plenty of water and trees;

that is why the green gardens are called /raudah/. The reason why this word has been

used in its indefinite Arabic form here, it is for veneration and dignifying it. That is,
they will be in affluence inside the best and the most beautiful and joyful gardens of

.Paradise

****

:Then, in the next verse, it says

And as for those who disbelieved and rejected our signs and the meeting of the“
.” Hereafter, those shall be arraigned into the chastisement

It is interesting that the Qur’ān, qualifying the people of Paradise, uses the word

/yuhbarūn/ (are made happy) which is the sign of their full consent, while the word

/muhdarūn/ (they will be arraigned) is used concerning the people of Hell, which is an

indication to their utmost dislike and unhappiness, because to be arraigned is used in
.the instances that are done against the inner desire of man

Another point, which is mentioned about the people of Paradise, is both ‘Faith’ and

‘righteous deed’, while, concerning the people of Hell, the Qur’ān suffices to

mentioning only their lack of Faith which leads to both the rejection of Divine signs

and Resurrection. This points to the fact that, for entering into Paradise, mere Faith is
not enough and righteous deed is also necessary. But for entering into Hell only

disbelief is enough though the one has not committed any other sin, since disbelief

.itself is the greatest sin
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However, ’Ibn-i-Manzūr in ‘Lisān-ul-‘Arab’ says: “The Arabic word /sā‘at/ is an

appellation for the time when the Blast of the end of the world is blown and suddenly

all will die, and it is also a name for the time when people will be raised in Hereafter.
This name has been chosen for the end of the world and for the occurrence of

Resurrection, for the sake that by the first Blast, that Allah has pointed out in Sura

Yāsīn, No. 36, verse 29, saying: “It was no more than a single mighty Blast, and behold!
They were like ashes quenched and silent”, everybody will suddenly die, (and by the

(. second Blast they will suddenly stand up and the Hereafter will be set

Zubaydī in Tāj-ul-‘Arūs narrates from some commentators that /sā‘at/ is of three

kinds: 1) ‘Sā‘at-ul-Kubrā’ (the great hour) which is the Day of Resurrection when

people will be quickened for reckoning. 2) Sā‘at-ul-Wustā (the middle hour), the day of

sudden death of the people of one age (by the Divine punishments and by the

chastisements for some people who are not amendable). 3) Sā‘at-us-Suqrā (the

.lesser hour), the day of everyone’s death

****
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نَوحُِبصُْت نَیحِوَ  نَوسُمُْت  نَیحِ  هَِّللا  نَاحَْبسُفَ  } 17{

نَورُهِظُْت نَیحِوَ  اًّیشِعَوَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  دُمْحَْلا  هَُلوَ  } 18{

So glory be to Allah, when you enter the evening and when you enter the . “ 17
.” morning

And to Him belongs praise in the heavens and the earth, and at nightfall and when . “ 18
.” you are at midday

Commentary, verses: 17-18

Some commentators believe that these verses point to the times of the five daily

prayers done in the morning, noon, and evening. The Qur’ānic sentence ‘So glory be

to Allah’ and the sentence: ‘To Him belongs praise’ may be a command for

.glorification and praising, which has been said in the form of declarative sentences

Next to a great deal of detailed discussions about Origin and Resurrection and

pointing to some rewards of the believers and retributions of the disbelievers

mentioned in the former verses, in these verses which are under discussion, the

Qur’ān refers to the glorification and praise of Allah (s.w.t.), and also removal and

sanctification of His Pure Essence from any partners, defect and blemish, where it

:says

.” So glory be to Allah, when you enter the evening and when you enter the morning“

And to Him belongs praise in the heavens and the earth, and at nightfall and when“
.” you are at midday

Thus, in these two verses there have been stated about the glorification of Allah done

in four times: at the beginning of night “… When you enter the evening …”, in the

:morning at the dawn: “.. When you enter the morning”, by the night
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.” and at nightfall …” and at the decline of noon: “… When you are at midday “… 

But praise of Allah has been generalized from the point of place and it has

.encompassed the expanse of the heaven and the earth

The announcement of these four different times cited in the abovementioned verses

may be an allusion of the constance and permanence of glorification; as we may say:
‘Take care of so and so every morning and evening’ (which means always and at any

(. time

It is also necessary to be mentioned here that the Qur’ānic sentences: ‘glory be to

Allah’ and ‘to Him belongs praise’ can be a statement of glorification and praise from

the side of Allah, as in Sura Al-Mu’minūn, No. 23, verse 14 He says: “… So blessed be

”. Allah, the Best of the creators

And this glorification and praise may be in the sense of command, which means: do

glorify and praise Him. This meaning seems nearer to the fact that the above verses

are as a command to all servants so that they glorify and praise Allah every morning

and evening as well as every noon and night by prayer and other than that in order to

.wipe out the effects of polytheism and sin from their hearts and souls

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition said: “Whoever recites these two holy verses and

the verse after them in the morning whatever (of virtues) is lost from him on that day

will be recompensed, and whoever recites them at the beginning of night whatever is
(lost from him at night will be recompensed.”(1

****
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نَوجُرَخُْت کَِلذَکَوَ  اهَِتوْمَ  دَْعَب  ضَرْلاَا  یِحُْیوَ    ِ یّحْلا نَِم  ِ-تَ  یّمَْلا جُرِخُْیوَ  ِ-تِ  یّمَْلا نَِم  َّیحَْلا  جُرِخُْی  } 19{

He brings forth the living from the dead and brings forth dead from the living, and . “ 19
.” gives life to the earth after its death, and thus shall you bed brought forth

Commentary, verse: 19

There are many examples and expansions mentioned in the commentary books

concerning the Qur’ānic sentence saying: “He brings forth the living from the dead

and brings forth dead from the living …”, among them are: man produced from sperm

drop and producing sperm drop from man; a faithful child from unfaithful parents and

vice versa, all of which are the signs of absolute power of Allah in the world, and His

.ability in producing the Hereafter and Revivification of the creatures

However, in this holy verse again the Qur’ān returns to the subject of Resurrection

:and, in another way, it answers the doubt of the deniers of it, as follows

He brings forth the living from the dead and brings forth dead from the living, and“
.” gives life to the earth after its death, and thus shall you bed brought forth

That is, ‘the scene of Resurrection’ and ‘the scene of the end of the world’, one of

which is ‘coming out the living from the dead’ and the other is ‘coming out the dead

from the living’ is constantly repeated before your eyes. Therefore, it is not surprising

that at the end of the world all living beings pass away and, in Resurrection, all human

.beings return to a new life
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Then, as for the ‘coming out the living from the dead’ concerning the dead lands,
which is repeatedly emphasized on in the Holy Qur’ān for the subject of Resurrection,
is clear for everybody that the land turns to be dead in winter when neither there

grows any plant on it nor does any flower smile, nor does any blossom blow. But in

spring, with the change of weather, and by falling the life giving drops of rain, there

will be a movement in the land: plants grow everywhere, flowers smile, and blossoms

.will appear on the trees; and this is the scene of Resurrection that we see in the world

Then, as for coming out the dead from the living, which is not any thing concealed,
either. It is seen that over the globe always the trees change into bare wood, or

.human beings and animals lose their life and become dead bodies

But, concerning ‘coming out the living from the dead’, some commentators have

rendered it into as coming out men and animals from sperm drop, while some others

of them have rendered it into the birth of believers from disbelievers, and some into

waking up from sleep. But the outward of the verse denotes that the main meaning of

the verse is none of these meanings, because sperm drop itself is a living creature;

and the subject of faith and disbelief is something from the parts inside of the holy

.verse not outward of it

The outward of the verse means that Allah brings forth the living creatures from the

.dead and He changes the dead into living creatures

According to the assured science of today, at least in the laboratories and daily

observations of human beings, there have been seen no instances that living

creatures would be produced by inanimate beings, but the living beings always are

produced from egg, seed or sperm drop of other living beings. But certainly at the

beginning, when this dust globe was wholly
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a fiery globe, there existed no living creature. Later, in some particular conditions, that

science has not properly discovered it yet, by a great evolution, some living creatures

come into being from some inanimate things. This matter, of course, cannot be seen

in the present conditions of the earth as far as it is available in man’s knowledge. (Yet,
under some conditions in the depth of oceans this evolution may occur at the present

time, too.) But what is sensible and completely tangible for us is that the inanimate

beings are constantly absorbed to become as a part of living creatures’ bodies and

wear the clothing of life. Neither of water and food we have is a living being, but when

they arrive inside our body they change into some living beings, and some new cells

are added to the cells of our body and, for example, by this very way a little child

.changes into a powerful young man with a strong body

?Is this not bringing forth the living from inside of the dead, or the living from dead

Therefore, it can be said that in the system of the world of nature ceaselessly life

comes out from death and death comes out from life. For this very reason the Lord,
.Who is the Creator of nature, is able to give life to the dead in the next world

Of course, as we said before, the abovementioned verse have some other

commentaries, too, from the spiritual point of view, including: the birth of some

believers from disbelievers, disbelievers from believers, coming forth of learned ones

from ignorant one, and ignorant ones from learned ones, and good doers from

evildoers, and evildoers from good doers. These meanings have been mentioned in

.some of the Islamic narrations, too

Again, these meanings may be among the innate meanings of the verse, because we

know that the verses of the Qur’ān have both outward and inward meanings. And,
also, death and life
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may have a vast and conclusive meaning which encompasses both the material

.aspect and the spiritual aspect

Upon the commentary of the Qur’ānic sentence: “… gives life to the earth after its

death, …” Imam Musa-ibn-Ja‘far (a.s.) through a tradition says: “The purpose of it is
not that He will make the land alive by the rain, but Allah will raise some men to

establish justice and the earth will become alive by means of justice. (Do know that)
the establishment of justice in the earth is more beneficial than forty days of

(rainfall.”(1

It is clear that when the Imam (a.s.) says the purpose is not rainfall, it is a negation of

exclusiveness; that is, the verse should not be limitedly rendered into rain, because

the spiritual giving life to the earth by means of justice is also more significant than

.rainfall

****
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Section 3: The Might of Allah Manifesting in Nature

Point

The serious manifestation of the Almighty Power in the heaven and in the earth –

Evidence of the All-Merciful grace and bounties towards the creatures particularly for

the human world, in changing the seasons, the alternation of the day and the night, in
the creation of the males, the mutual love and attachment between them, in the

various tongues, the complexions and other features in the physical world – All

.authority is Allah’s and all submit only to Him

نَورُشِتَنتَ رٌشََب  مُتنأَ  آذَإِ  َّمُث  بٍارَُت  نِم  مکُقَلَخَ  نْأَ  هِِتایَاءَ  نِْموَ  } 20{

And one of His signs is that He created you from dust, and then, behold, you are . “ 20
(.” human beings scattered (in the world

Commentary, verse: 20

.The best way of theology is contemplation in creation

The signs of Allah are not countable; what is mentioned contains a few ones from a
.great deal of them

This verse, as well as a part of the later verses, reiterates some interesting points

from among the proofs of Monotheism and signs of Allah in the system of the world of

existence, and it completes the former discussions. It can be said that these very

noble verses, on the whole, form an important part of the monotheistic verses of the

.Qur’ān

These verses, all of which begin with “one of His signs” and have a special harmony,
an interesting tone, and deep and effective meaning with each other, have totally

been formed by seven verses, six of which are consecutive and one of them is

(. separate from others, (verse 46 of the current Sura

These seven verses have an interesting division from the point of extroversive verses

and introversive verses. Three
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verses are about the introversive verses (the signs of Allah in the man’s self, and

three verses are about extroversive verses, (the signs of the greatness of Allah

.outside of man’s self), and one verse talks about both of them

It is interesting that the verses which begin with this sentence are not more than

eleven that seven of them have occurred in this very Sura, Ar-Room, and two verses

are mentioned in Sura Fussilat, No. 41 (verses 37 and 38), and two verses are in Sura

Shawrā, No. 42, (verses 29 and 32). All of these eleven noble verses are truly as a

.complete collection about Monotheism

Before beginning the commentary of these verses, it is necessary to mention that

though what is stated in these verses, at first, is understandable for almost all people,
but by the development of man’s knowledge in every field some new points are

gradually revealed to the scientists, a part of which will be pointed out through the

.commentary of these verses

At first, here the Qur’ān refers to the creation of man for whom is the first and the

:most important merit of Allah. It says

And one of His signs is that He created you from dust, and then, behold, you are“
(.” human beings scattered (in the world

In this verse two signs of the greatness of Allah (s.w.t.) are pointed out: one is the

creation of man from dust, which may be a hint to the creation of the first man, i.e.
Adam, or the creation of all humankind from dust, because foodstuff, which

.constructs the man’s being, directly or indirectly, is wholly taken from dust

The second matter is the increase of man and that Adam’s children are scattered

throughout the earth. If the speciality of scattering human beings were not created in
,Adam’s offspring
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.man would be destroyed soon and his posterity could be vanished

!Verily, how far is the distance between the dust and the man with these delicacies

If we compare the delicate curtains inside the eye, which are more delicate, sensitive

and tender than a petal, or the extraordinary delicate and sensitive cells of mind, with

dust we will then understand how Excellent is the Lord Who has applied an amazing

power to produce such sensitive, exact, and worthy systems from dust, a dark and

?worthless matter

Dust itself has neither light, nor warmth, nor beauty, nor freshness, nor movement,
but it is the origin of man with these wonderful qualities. The One Who, from such a
dead being that is counted as the lowest beings, produces a wonderful living creature

such as man, is worthy of any kind of praise for this His endless power and

(knowledge: “… Blessed be Allah, the Best of the creators.”(1

By the way, this statement points to this fact that there is no difference between

human beings and the origin of all of them is one thing. All human beings have an

unbreakable relation with dust and, naturally, they all will finally return to the dust,
.too

It is noteworthy that in the Arabic language the word /’iŏā/ is usually used for the

things which often suddenly occur. The application of it here may point to the fact that

Allah gave such an ability of proliferation to man that in a short time suddenly his

progeny scattered throughout the world and brought the organized human society

.into being

****
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مٍوْقـَِل تٍایـَلاَ  کَِـلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  هًمَحْرَوَ  هًَّدوَمـَ  مکُنَْیَب  لَعـَجَوَ  اهـَْیَلإِ  اوُنکُسـْتَ  اًـجاوَزْأَ لِّ- مْکُسـِفُنأَ  نِْم  مکَُل  قَلـَخَ  نْأَ  هِِتایـَاءَ  نِْـموَ  } 21{
نَورَُّکفَتَیَ

And of His signs is that He crated spouses for you from yourselves, that you may . “ 21
repose in them, and He has set between you love and mercy; verily there are signs in

.” this, for a people who reflect

Commentary, verse: 21

.A spouse must be the cause of peace, not the cause of agitation and anxiety

The aim of marriage is not often only satisfying the sexual instinct, but the aim is

.mostly reaching to a spiritual and bodily tranquillity

This holy verse refers to another part of the extroversive verses which are in a stage

:after the creation of man. It says

And of His signs is that He crated spouses for you from yourselves, that you may“
, …” repose in them

And since the continuation of this relation between spouses, in particular, and

between all human beings, in general, needs a heartily and spiritual attraction, next to

:the above statement, the Qur’ān adds

; …” and He has set between you love and mercy “… 

:For more emphasis, at the end of the holy verse, the Qur’ān continues saying

.” verily there are signs in this, for a people who reflect “… 

It is interesting that the Holy Qur’ān introduces the aim of marriage as peace and

tranquillity, and here by applying the Arabic expressive phrase: /litaskunū/ (that you

may repose) it has implicitly stated many subjects. Similar to this meaning is also

.mentioned in Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse 189
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Verily the existence of spouses with this special quality, which is the cause of

tranquillity of their lives, is counted one of the great bounties of Allah, because these

two genders are complementary of each other and each generally causes the mirth,
fruitfulness, and development of the other, so that every one of them is imperfect

without the other. And it is natural that there should be such an honourable attraction

.between a being and its complement

From this statement we can conclude that those who turn away from this Allah’s way

of treatment have an incomplete life, because one of their developing stages has

stopped, (except that some particular conditions and a necessity truly requires that

(. one remains single

However, this tranquillity is from the point of both body and spirit, and from the point

.of both individual and social

The sicknesses, which happen to the man’s body because of the abandonment of

.marriage, are not deniable

Also, the lack of spiritual equilibrium and the psychological uneasiness, which the

.single persons are faced with, are, more or less, clear to everybody

From the social viewpoint, the unmarried persons feel responsibility less than others

and, for this reason, suicide is more common among them than among others, and

.they commit horrible crimes more than others, too

When a person turns from the stage of celibacy into the stage of family and married

life, he finds a new personality in him and feels a further responsibility; and this is the

.meaning of feeling tranquillity under the light of marriage

The issues of ‘love’ and ‘mercy’, in fact, are the ‘clay’ and the ‘adhesive substance’, of

constructional materials of the human society, because a society is formed by each

one of the individuals of human beings, like a huge and glorious building
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which is made of brakes and pieces of stone. If these separate individuals, and those

different parts do not relate to each other and combine with each other, there will not

appear a ‘society’ or ‘a building’. He, Who has created man for social life, has provided

.this necessary relation in his soul, too

There may be some differences between the meaning of the Arabic words

:/mawaddat/ (love) and /rahmat/ (mercy, as follows

Love’ is the motive of relation and communication at the beginning, but at the end, - ‘ 1
when one of the two spouses may become so weak that can not give any service,

.‘mercy’ substitutes it

Love’ is used concerning the adults who are able to serve each other, but little - ‘ 2
’. children and babies are fostered under the shadow of ‘Mercy

Love’ is often mutual, but ‘mercy’ is unilateral and is done as an act of donation and - ‘ 3
altruism, because for the existence of a society the mutual services, the source of

which is love, are sometimes necessary, and sometimes free services are needed,
’. which require ‘donation’ and ‘mercy

This verse, of course, states ‘love’ and ‘mercy’ between two spouses, but this

probability also exists that the application of the Qur’ānic word /baynakum/ (between

you) refers to all human beings, and ‘two spouses’ is counted of its clear extensions,
since not only the family life but also the life in the whole human society is not possible

without these two principles: ‘love’ and ‘mercy’. So, the destruction of these two

relations, and even with their weakness and scantiness, brings thousands of

.calamities, unhappiness, and social uneasiness

****
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نَیمِِلاعَْلِل تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  مْکُِناوَْلأَوَ  مْکُِتنَسِْلأَ  فُلاَِتخْاوَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  قُْلخَ  هِِتایَاءَ  نِْموَ  } 22{

And of his signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the variety of . “ 22
.” your languages and your colours; verily there are signs in this for the learned

Commentary, verse: 22

.The difference of races and languages is a way toward theology

This holy verse is a combination of the extroversive and introversive signs. At first, it
:refers to the divine creation of the heavens and the earth and says

 …” And of his signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth“

The heavens, with those plenty of spheres, those many systems and galaxies; are

some things that the man’s thought can not perceive their greatness, and his mind

gets tired by studying them. The more man’s knowledge develops the more new

.points are revealed from their greatness

Once man considered the heavenly stars the same number of them that he could see

by his eyes. (The scientists had counted the stars which can be been with natural eyes

.( about five to six thousand stars

But when some stronger and greater telescopes were made, the greatness and

multiplicity of stars of heaven increased more, so much that today the scientists

believe that our galaxy, which is one of the abundant galaxies of the heaven, contains,
more than one hundred million stars; and our sun, with its glary glory, is counted as

one of its mean stars. And only Allah
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knows how many stars exist in all galaxies, the number of which is not known to

.anyone yet

Also, the more the natural sciences, geology, botany, zoology, anatomy, physiology,
psychology and its branches develop, the more new wonders are discovered about

the creation of the earth, each of which is a sign out of the signs of the greatness of

.Allah

Then the words of the verse tend to speak about one of the great introversive signs,
:when it says

;…” and the variety of your languages and your colours “… 

No doubt, without knowing individuals, the recognition of social life of human beings is
impossible. If it happens that one day all the members of humankind have the same

form, the same feature, and the same size, on the same day the regularity of their life

will be disturbed. Neither father, child and spouse is recognized from strangers, nor

criminal from innocent, nor debtor from loaner, nor commander from the submissive,
nor the boss from employee, nor host from guest, nor friend from enemy. Then, what

!a wonderful tumult appears

Sometimes this case happens concerning the twins who are completely similar to

each other, and there appear so many difficulties in their relations and

communications with other people. We have heard that one of the similar twins once

was sick and the Mother gave the medicine to the other. Therefore, in order to

.organize the human societies, Allah has made the sounds and colours different

As Fakhr-i-Rāzī in the explanation of the verse under discussion says: the cognition of

a person by another person should be performed either by the eyes, or by the ears.
For recognition Allah has created eyes, colours, faces, and different shapes, and for

the recognition by the ears He created difference in songs, tones and sounds so that

no one can find two persons
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in the world whose features and tones of sound are the same from all points of view,
i.e., the man’s face which is a small limb, and the tone of his sound, which is a simple

matter, by Allah’s power, are produced in many billions of different shapes, and this is
.among the signs of His greatness

Of course, there is also another probability, to which some great commentators have

pointed out, that the difference of languages means the difference in languages such

as Arabic, Persian, and the like; and the difference of colours refers to the difference

.of races that every one of them has a colour

However, the Arabic word /’ixtilāf/ (variety) can have a vast meaning which envelops

both this commentary and the previous commentary, and whichever meaning it may

.have, this variety in creation testifies to His greatness and Power

In his encyclopaedia, Farīd Wajdī narrates from Newton, the famous western

scientist, who said: “Do never doubt about the Creator of the world, Allah, because it is
not rational that necessity and cause and effect without sense alone be the leader of

existence, since necessity in any place and any time can not be considered that these

various heavens and colourful creatures are issued from Him. And it is not possible

that the existence, with its system, order of its parts, and the needed proportions

consistent with the changes of time and place, appear, but all these affairs must

(certainly originate from a source which has Knowledge, Wisdom, and Will.”(1

:At the end of the above verse, the Holy Qur’ān says

.” verily there are signs in this for the learned “… 

The reason of it is that the learned ones are aware of these secrets more than other

.people

****
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نَوعُمَسْیَ مٍوْقَِل  تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  هِِلضْفَ  نِم  مکُؤُآغَِتْباوَ  رِاهََّنلاوَ  لِْیَّلاِب  مکُُمانَمَ  هِِتایَاءَ  نِْموَ  } 23{

And of His signs is your sleeping by night and day and your seeking after His . “ 23
.” grace; verily there are signs in this for a people who hear

Commentary, verse: 23

.This holy verse refers to another part of these great signs

At first, the verse attracts the attentions to the phenomenon of ‘sleep’ as an

important phenomenon of creation and a design from the wise system of its creator,
:and says

;And of His signs is your sleeping by night and day and your seeking after His grace“
…”

:Then, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān adds

.” verily there are signs in this for a people who hear “… 

This fact is not concealed for any one that all ‘living creatures’ are in need of rest in
order to renew their strength and obtain necessary preparation for continuation of

work and activity. It is a kind of rest that necessarily comes to them, and it forces the

.studious and greedy ones to have it

For gaining this aim what can be considered better than sleep which compulsorily

comes to man and forces him to sleep when he stops many bodily activities and an

important part of his mental reactions? In sleep only some organs of body such as

heart, the two lungs, and a part of mind, which are necessary for the continuation of

.life, go on their job very quietly and calmly

This great merit of Allah causes man’s body and spirit to be cleaned, and by the

occurrence of the state of sleep, which is a kind of pause in the work of the body, a
rest will be
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.obtained, and man finds a sort of liveliness, mirth, and new strength in him

Admittedly, if sleep did not exist, the man’s spirit would become faded and worn out

very soon and before long senility and infirmity would meet him. That is why a suitable

and calm sleep is usually the cause of health, prolongation of lifetime and duration of

.the youth cheerfulness

It is noteworthy that, firstly, the word ‘sleeping’ has been stated before the Qur’ānic

phrase ‘seeking after His grace’ which in the verses of the Qur’ān means: struggle for

sustenance. This indicates that sleeping is considered as a foundation for it, since

.without having enough sleeping ‘seeking after His grace’ is difficult

Secondly: it is true that sleeping usually happens at night, and struggle for ways of

making a living is done during the day, but it is not so that man can not change this

program when it is necessary. Allah has created man in a way that he can change his

sleeping program and adapts it with his own necessities and needs. The application of

.‘your sleeping by night and day’ seems to be a hint to this very point

No doubt the main program of sleeping relates to night, and for the sake of the rest

emerged from darkness, night consists of a special precedence in this respect. But

sometimes there may appear some circumstances in man’s life that, for example, he

has to travel by night and sleeps and rests during the day. What kind of difficulties

would there happen if the program of arranging the time of sleeping were not at the

?disposal of man

In our age, in particular, when many of the manufacturing, healing and medical

institutes have to ceaselessly work during day and night and their cessation is

impossible and, therefore, the employees and workers are busy working in three

,shifts
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.the importance of the above subject is more manifest than any other time

The need of both body and spirit of man to sleeping is so much so that man can rarely

bear not to sleep for a long time, and this length of time is not more than a few nights

and days. That is why hindrance from sleeping has always been known as the most

painful tortures by the tyrant and the arrogant. And also it is for this very reason that

one of the effective ways of treating many human diseases is that the patience is

made sleep deeply, and by this way they increase the might and ability of the

.patience

Of course, no one can define a proper amount of sleeping as ‘the necessary amount

of sleeping’ for all people. This matter depends on the age, and conditions of persons

and also on their spiritual and bodily state. What is important is that ‘enough sleeping’
is that amount after which man feels that he is satiated from this point of view, just

.like when he feels he has been satiated by water and food

This is also notable that besides the ‘length’ of the time of sleeping, its depth has also

a special importance. It happens that one hour of a deep sleeping has the effect of

.several hours of superficial sleeping in reconstruction of man’s spirit and body

Of course, where a deep sleeping is not possible for a person, a ‘slumber’ is also

among the bounties of Allah, as Sura Al-’Anfāl, No. 8, verse 11, concerning the strivers

of the Battle of Badr, mentions it, because in battlefield sleeping is often neither

.possible nor useful

However, the bounty of sleeping and rest and tranquillity resulted from it, and also the

strength and the mirth which appear after sleeping, are among the divine bounties

.that are describable by no statement

****
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نَوُلقِْعیَ مٍوْقَِل  تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  اهَِتوْمَ  دَْعَب  ضَرْلاَا  هِِب  یِیحُْیفَ  ءًآمَ  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  ِ لُ  زّنَُیوَ اًعمَطَوَ  اًفوْخَ  قَرْبَْلا  مُکُیرُِی  هِِتایَاءَ  نِْموَ  } 24{

And of His signs is that He shows you the lightning for fear and for hope and that . “ 24
He sends down water from the heaven and gives life therewith to the earth after its

.” death; verily there are signs in this for a people who understand

Commentary, verse: 24

.Fear and hope with together can be constructive

Neither heavenly lightning nor falling rain and growing plants on the earth are casual,
but they are performed upon a just and accurate program. This holy verse, which

states the fifth part of the signs of the greatness of Allah, again refers to the

extroversive signs and pays attention to the subject of rain, lightning, and the life of

:the earth after its death. It says

 …” And of His signs is that He shows you the lightning for fear and for hope“

The danger emerged from lightning, which sometimes in the form of thunderbolt,
burns everything in its realm and turns them into ashes, causes fear; and hope, here,
appears because of rainfall which often falls after thunder-storm in the form of a

.shower

Thus, lightning is a harbinger for the descent of rainfall. (This is besides the various

important benefits of lightning which the modern science has revealed, and a few of

.( which were pointed out at the beginning of Sura Ar-Ra‘d

:Then the Qur’ān adds

and that He sends down water from the heaven and gives life therewith to the “… 
; …” earth after its death
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The dry and hot land, every spot of which seems dead, after receiving some

refreshing drops of rain will become so alive and green that the effects of life are seen

in it in the form of plants and flowers, and sometimes it is not really believable that

.this is the same former dead land

:At the end of the verse, as an emphasis, the Qur’ān says

.” verily there are signs in this for a people who understand “… 

These are those who understand that there is a proper power in this accurate

program, which leads it, and such a power can never be the effect of casual events,
.and blind and deaf necessities

****
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نَوجُرُخْتَ مُْتنأَ  آذَإِ  ضِرْلأَا  نَِم  هًوَعْدَ  مْکُاعَدَ  اذَإِ  َّمُث  هِرِْمأَِب  ضُرْلأَاوَ  ءُآمََّسلا  مَوقُتَ  نأَ  هِِتایَاءَ  نِْموَ  } 25{

And of His signs is that the heaven and the earth subsist by His command, then . “ 25
(after your death) when He summons you once (and) suddenly out of the earth,

.” behold, you come forth

Commentary, verse: 25

Point

In these verses not only the creation of man from dust has been counted as a sign of

Divine Power, but also both death and man’s coming out from his grave are the signs

.of His Power

Of course, the belief in the Origin is preliminary for the belief in Resurrection. The One

.Who can set up the system of existence will also restore you to life after death

In this holy verse and in the previous five verses, Allah has addressed people for

fifteen times and has mentioned His bounties. This is one of the methods of

.propagation

However, in this verse the Qur’ān continues the discussion upon the extroversive

signs in the field of the contrivance of the regulation of the heaven and the earth as

:well as its perseverance and permanence, where it says

, …” And of His signs is that the heaven and the earth subsist by His command“

That is, not only the creation of the heavens, which was mentioned in the previous

holy verses, is a sign, but also their erecting and the permanence of their regulation is
another sign, because, in their regular rotations, these tremendous bodies are in need

of many things that the most important one among
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.them is the complicated computation of equilibrium of the power of polarization

Allah, the Mighty, the Great, has arranged this equilibrium so minute that they rotate

.millions of years in their own orbits without any deviation

In other words, the previous holy verse referred to Unity of creation while this verse

.refers to the Unity of Lordship and contrivance

The application of the Arabic word /taqūm/ (subsist) is a tender application which has

been taken out of the states of man, because the best state of man’s states for

continuing the activities is the state of subsisting in which he is able to fulfil all his

.needs and he dominates over all his surroundings

The application of /’amr/ (command) here refers to Allah’s utmost power that for the

.continuation of life and order of this vast world only His command is enough

By using the existence of the preparation of Unity for Resurrection, at the end of the

:verse the Qur’ān has turned the discussion to this subject, Resurrection, and says

then (after your death) when He summons you once (and) suddenly out of the “… 
.” Earth, behold, you come forth

We have repeatedly seen in the verses of the Qur’ān that Allah proves the subject of

Resurrection by emphasizing on His signs in the heaven and the earth, and also the

.verse under discussion is one of them

The Qur’ānic phrase /da‘ākum/ (He summons you) points to this fact that as for the

contrivance and the order of the world His one command is enough, for quickening of

the dead, uprising, and Resurrection His one command is enough, too; specially with

regard to the Qur’ānic sentence /’iŏā ’antum taxrujūn/ (behold, you come forth)
wherein the Arabic word
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.iŏā/ makes it clear that by one invitation everybody suddenly comes out /’

By the way, the application of /da‘watan minal ’ard/ (He summons you once (and)
suddenly out of the earth) is a clear indication to ‘the resurrection of the body’,
meaning that on the Day of Resurrection man will be summoned from this earth. (Be

(careful

:A Complete Course of Theology

Through former six holy verses, there were mentioned different discussions about - 1
theology which, on the whole, form an interesting course, including: the creation of

the heaven, and the creation of man from dust; the love of family, and the restful

sleep at night and during the day; the contrivance of the order and the above world,
and the lightning of the sky, the rainfall, and the difference in languages and colours.
All of these subjects are a suitable collection of the extroversive and introversive

.verses

It is interesting that in every one of these six verses two sections of the proofs of

Unity have been mentioned in order that one prepares the preparation and the other

strengthens and approves it. It is just like bringing two witnesses for proving a claim;

.thus, these six verses form twelve truthful witnesses for the unlimited Power of Allah

At the end of four verses out of these six verses, there has been emphasized that - 2
there are clear signs in these affairs for a people who reflect, for the learned, for a

people who hear, for a people who understand, but this meaning is not seen in the

.first nor in the last verse

In this regard, Fakhr-i-Rāzī explains as follows: the lack of its mentioning in the first

verse may be for the sake that the first and the second verses, which have come one

after another
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.and both of them are among the introversive verses, are the same

And in the last verse, the matter is so evident that it needs not further explanation and

(emphasizing on understanding and contemplation.(1

It is interesting that at first the Holy Qur’ān speaks of ‘reflection’ and then of

‘knowledge’, because contemplation is the foundation and preparation of knowledge.
Next to it the words are about ‘the hearing ear’, since under the light of knowledge

and awareness man is ready to hear and accept the Truth, as the Holy Qur’ān says:
“… therefore give good news to my servants,” “those who listen to the word, then

(follow the best of it; …”(2

And at the last stage, the words are about ‘wisdom’, because those who have a

.hearing ear will finally reach the stage of good understanding

This point is also noteworthy that at the end of the first verse the Qur’ān refers to the

creation of man and that his progeny have been scattered in the earth: “… then,
behold, you are human beings scattered (in the world)”(3), and in the last verse the

words are also about the man’s resurrection in the Hereafter, “… behold, you come

.” forth

The concerning scientists have abundantly discussed about sleeping and its - 3
specialties, but it seems that its all parts and secrets have not been made manifest

.yet, and its whole complicated facts have not been revealed

There is still a discussion among the scientists that what action and reaction happen in
the body of man that in a moment suddenly a part of the activities of his mind and

body stop and
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there appears a change throughout his spirit and body? Some believe that the main

factor of sleeping is a ‘physical factor’. They believe that the circulation of blood from

brain to other parts of the body causes this phenomenon to happen. In order to prove

their own belief, they have used a special bed called ‘scale bed’ which distinguishes

.the circulation of the blood from brain to other limbs

Some other scientists believe that the factor of sleeping is a ‘chemical factor’. They

believe that at the time of effort and struggle there appear some poisons in the body,
which cause a part of brain to stop working, and, as a result, man falls asleep. Then,
when these poisons are absorbed by the body and are frustrated, the person awakes

.and gets up

Some others believe in a nervous factor for sleeping. They say there is a special active

nervous system in brain which works automatically and, as the result of tiredness, it
.temporarily stops working

But concerning all of these various attitudes, there are many questions and

ambiguous points the answers of which have not been clearly given yet, and sleeping

.has ever kept its mysterious feature

One of the wonders of the world of sleeping, which some scientists have recently

revealed, is that at the time of sleeping and temporarily stopping of a great part of

mind, some of its cells, which must be called ‘the guardian cells’, will remain vigilant,
and they never forget the recommendations that man gives them before the time of

sleeping about the moment of vigilance so that, at the necessary time, they awaken

.the brain wholly and cause it to work

For example, when the tired mother goes to bed at night while her suckling child is

inside the cradle beside her, she involuntarily recommends this matter to her

’, ‘guardian cells
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which are the communicator between soul and body, that whenever her child makes

the least sound they would awaken her, but other sounds and noises are not so

important for them. Therefore, a thunderbolt may not cause her to wake up. Those

!guardian cells have undertaken this important duty

We ourselves have also experimented this matter that whenever we have decided to

get up soon in the morning, or even in midnight, when we want to travel or pursue an

important program and recommend this matter to us, often we wake up on time,
.while in other times we may remain in sleeping for hours

In short, since sleeping is one of the spiritual phenomena, and spirit is a world full of

secrets, it is not surprising that its all dimensions have not been made clear yet, but

the more we contemplate upon it we will be more acquainted with the greatness of

.the Creator of this phenomenon

All these statements were about sleeping, but there are a great deal of discussions

concerning dream and to dream a dream a part of which was referred to in the

.commentary of Sura Yūsuf, No. 12

The love of two spouses: Though the relation of a person with his parents and his - 4
brother is a genealogical relation, and it concerns to the relative deep roots while the

relation of two spouses is because of a legal agreement, but many times it happens

that the love and affection emerged from it precedes even the relative love of

parents, and this, in fact, is the same thing that has been referred to in verses under

discussion with the expressive sentence: “… and He has set between you love and

, …” mercy

An Islamic tradition indicates that, after the Battle of ’Uhud, the Prophet of Islam

:(p.b.u.h.) told Jahish’s daughter
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Your uncle, Hamzah, became martyr.” She answered: “Verily We belong to Allah, and “
certainly unto Him shall we return. I want the recompense of this calamity from Allah.”
But when she was informed of the martyrdom of her husband, she put her hand on

her head and cried loudly: The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Nothing is equal to husband

(with a woman!”(1

****
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نَوُتِناقَ هَُّل  ٌّلکُ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  نمَ  هَُلوَ  } 26{

مُیکِحَْلا زُیزِعَْلا  وَهُوَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  یلَعْلأَا  لُثَمَْلا  هَُلوَ  هِْیلَعَ  نُوَهْأَ  وَهُوَ  هُدُیعُِی  َّمُث  قَْلخَْلا  أُدَْبیَ  يذَِّلا  وَهُوَ  } 27{

To Him belongs every being that is the heavens and the earth; all are subservient . “ 26
.” unto Him

And He it is Who originates the creation, then He brings it back again, and it is . “ 27
easier for Him (than the first creation), and His is the Sublime Similitude in the heavens

.” and the earth, and He is the Might, the Wise

Commentary, verses: 26-27

The objective meaning of the Qur’ānic phrase /man fis-samāwāt/ (every being that is
in the heavens) is either the angels, who are obedient to the command of Allah, or

some other intelligent beings over there whom are not recognized to humankind. This

:holy verse says

; …” To Him belongs every being that is the heavens and the earth“

And since all of them belong to Him, they are humble and subservient before Him. The

:verse says

.” all are subservient unto Him “… 

Thus, it is clear here that the purpose of ownership and also obedience is a genetic

ownership and obedience; that is, from the point of the laws of creation everything in
His authority and, desirably or undesirably, all are subservient to His laws in the world

.of creation

Even the disobedient haughty persons and the sinful law-breakers also have to obey

.Allah’s genetic laws
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The reason of this ownership is His divinity and Lordship. The One Who has created

the beings from the beginning and has undertaken their management, surely He must

.be the essential owner, too, not other than Him

And in view of the fact that all the beings of the world of existence are equal from this

point of view, it makes clear that there is no partner for Him in ownership; even the

polytheists’ imaginary objects of worship are totally owned by the Lord of sovereignty

and they obey His command. By the way, it should be noted that the Qur’ānic word

/qānit/ is derived from /qunūt/ which originally means: ‘obedience accompanied with

(humility’. (Mufradāt by Rāqib

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition said: “Every time (the word) /qunūt/ (is
mentioned) in the Qur’ān it means obedience.” But sometimes it is either genetic

.obedience and sometimes it is religious obedience

Some commentators have rendered the word /qānitūn/ here into ‘being witnessed

unto ‘Unity of Allah’ which, in fact, is the statement of one of the extensions of

.obedience, because giving witness to the Unity of Allah is a kind of obedience to Him

****

In this verse the themes of Origin and Resurrection have been woven into each other.
In the next verse, the Holy Qur’ān returns again to the subject of Resurrection and

:says

And He it is Who originates the creation, then He brings it back again, and it is easier“
(, …” for Him (than the first creation

The noble Qur’ān has proved the subject of possibility of Resurrection with the

shortest reasoning in this holy verse. It announces that you believe that the origin of

creation belongs
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?to Him, why does its return again, which is easier than that, not belong to Him

The reason of its being easier than its originating at first is that: at the beginning there

was nothing existed and Allah absolutely created it, while in returning something, at

least, the main materials are present: a part of it is inside the dust of the earth,
another part is scattered in the sky, and the only problem is to organize and to shape

.it

Here, there is a point which must be noted, and it is from the window of our thought

that something is easy and another one is difficult. For the Essence Who is infinite,
being easy or difficult is the same. In principle, being difficult or easy is meaningful

where a limited power is spoken of, that the possessor of that power can fulfil

something well and easily, or rather with difficulty. But when the words are about an

.infinite power, being difficult or easy becomes meaningless

In other words, taking the greatest mountains from the earth for Allah is as easy as

.taking a piece of straw

:And perhaps it is why that at the end of the holy verse the Qur’ān says

, …” and His is the Sublime Similitude in the heavens and the earth “… 

Its reason is that any complete description we consider for anything in the heavens

and in the earth from the point of knowledge, power, ownership, greatness,
graciousness, its most complete and perfect extension is with Allah, because all of

beings have a limited scale of it, but His is unlimited. The attributes of all things are

casual, but those of His are essential and He is the main source of all virtues. Even our

words which are often used for stating our daily aims cannot describe His

(. qualifications, as we already saw its example in the Qur’ānic word /’ahwan/ (easier
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The abovementioned sentence is similar to what is said in Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse

180: “And to Allah belong the most beautiful names, so call on Him by them, …”, and in
Sura Ash-Shaurā, No. 42, verse 11 Qur’ān says: “… there is nothing whatever like unto

, …” Him

:Finally, at the end of this holy verse, as an emphasis or as reasoning, it says

.” and He is the Might, the Wise “… 

He is Mighty and invincible but, in the meantime that He Has an infinite Power, He

.does not do anything undue and all His deeds are based on Wisdom

****
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Section 4: Islam, the Natural Religion

Point

None can guide anyone who has been allowed by Allah to stray – Man to submit

himself upright to the Natural Religion in its proper way – Allah’s plan, none can ever

alter – Man to fear only Allah and keep up prayer – Those who divide religion in sects

and rejoice at their own dissensions – Allah is remembered and called upon in distress

and when He causes to taste His mercy He is forgotten and partners to Him are set up

– Charity among fellow men and belief in the Unity of Allah, to serve Him alone and

none else, the two main basic principles of Islam the Natural Religion for mankind as a
.whole

مْهَُنوُفاخـَتَ ءٌآوَسـَ  هِیِف  مُْتناَفـَ  مْکُانـَْقزَرَ  امـَ  یِف  ءَآکَرَشـُ  نِم  مکُُنامـَْیأَ  تْکَلَمَ  امـَ  نِم  مکَُل  لهـَ  مْکُسـِفُنأَ  نِْم  ًـلاثَمَ  مکـَُل  بَرَضـَ  } 28{
نَوُلقِْعیَ مٍوْقَِل  تِایَلاَا  ِ-لُ  صّفَُن کَِلذَکَ  مْکُسَفُنأَ  مْکُِتفَیخِکَ 

He sets forth to you a parable relating to yourselves. Have you among those . “ 28
whom your right hands possess partners in what We have given you for sustenance,
so that with respect to it you are alike, you fear them as you fear each other? Thus do

.” We explain the signs in detail for a people who understand

Commentary, verse: 28

.Using parables is sometimes one of the ways of propagation and education

You are not the real owner; yet you are not ready to have partner, then how do you

take pieces of stone and wood as partners of the Creator and the real Owner. So the

Qur’ān also
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mentions a proof upon the negation of polytheism in the form of stating a parable. It

:says

. …” He sets forth to you a parable relating to yourselves“

:That parable is as follows

Have you among those whom your right hands possess partners in what We have “… 
, …” given you for sustenance, so that with respect to it you are alike

So that you fear that they, independently and without your permission, interfere in

your properties as you fear about free partners in your own properties or heritage.
:The above verse continues saying

? …” you fear them as you fear each other “… 

When you consider such a thing wrong concerning your slaves, who are in your casual

possession, how do you take the creatures that are in Allah’s true possession as His

partners? Or you count some prophets as Jesus (a.s.), or Divine angels, or some

creatures as jinn, or idols made of stone and wood as the partners of Allah? What an

?ugly judgment and far from logic it is

The casual owned objects, that may become free very soon and come in the same

row with you (as Islam had designed it) they, as an owned one, never stand in the row

of their owner and they have no right to interfere in his realm, then how the true

owned ones whose whole entity belong to Allah, and it is impossible that this

dependence be ceased, because whatever they have are from Him and without Him

?they are nothing, how have they chosen them as partners with Allah

Some of the commentators have said that the verse refers to the words that

polytheists of Quraysh mentioned at the time of Hajj rites when saying: /labbayk/,
because in their Hajj rites they used to say: “O Allah! You have a partner that You are

its owner as well as the owner of what it possesses.” (The
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(Commentary of Majma‘-ul-Bayān, and Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, under the verse

It is obvious that, like other occasions of revelation, this occasion of revelation does

not limit the meaning of the verse and, however, the verse is an answer to the whole

polytheists and, taking their life which used to turn upon the pivot of slavery, it brings

.argumentation for them

The application of the Qur’ānic phrase: /mā razaqnākum/ (what We have given you for

sustenance) points to this matter that you are neither the true owner of these slaves

nor the true owner of your properties, because all of them belong to Allah, yet you are

not ready to transfer your own casual properties to your own casual slaves and

accept them as your partners, while there will not appear any difficulty and

impossibility from the genetic point, because the statement is upon the axis of

.authenticities

But the difference between Allah and His creatures is a genetic difference which is

!invariable, and their taking partner is impossible

On the other side, worshipping a creature is either because of its greatness, or for the

benefit or harm that man gets from it, but these artificial objects of worship have

.neither that nor this

For emphasis on being more careful of the content of this question, at the end of the

:verse the Qur’ān says

.” Thus do We explain the signs in detail for a people who understand “… 

Yes, by mentioning some clear parables from the inside of your life, the facts are

reiterated in order that you contemplate and do not accept at least something for

.Allah, the Lord of the worlds, that you do not admit it for yourself

****
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نَیرِصِاَن نِم  مهَُل  امَوَ  هَُّللا  َّلضَأَ  نْمَ  يدِهْیَ  نمَفَ  مٍْلعِ  رِْیغَِب  مهُءَآوَهْأَ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  عَبََّتا  لَِب  } 29{

Nay! Those who are unjust follow their low desires without any knowledge, so . “ 29
.” who can guide him whom Allah leaves astray? And they shall have no helpers

Commentary, verse: 29

The polytheists do not ponder wisely and they are unjust to themselves. They do not

have any scientific argument for their own polytheism, and the origin of their

:deviation is their inner low desires. The verse says

, …” Nay! Those who are unjust follow their low desires without any knowledge“

These clear noble verses and such evident and manifest examples are for the

possessors of mind, not for the unjust, sensual and unaware persons that the curtains

of ignorance and unawareness have covered their whole hearts, and superstitions

and the bigotries of the Age of Ignorance have severely darkened the atmosphere of

.their thought

Because of their deeds, Allah has put these unjust people, who follow no logic, in the

valley of misguidance, and who can guide those whom Allah (s.w.t.) has left astray?

:The verse continues saying

? …” so who can guide him whom Allah leaves astray “… 

The application of the Qur’ānic phrase /zalamū/ (are unjust) instead of /’ašrakū/ (are

polytheists) points to this fact that ‘polytheism’ is considered the greatest ‘injustice’.
Their injustice is upon the Creator, because they have set His creature in the same

low with Him; (and we know that
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(. injustice is when something is put somewhere other than its own place

They are also unjust to Allah’s creatures, because they have certainly restrained

.them from the path of benevolence and happiness which is the path of Monotheism

They are unjust even to themselves, because they have destroyed the capitals of

.their existence, and they are in the wrong way

By the way, this meaning is preliminary for the next sentence indicating that if Allah

has let them be astray from the Path of Truth, it is for their injustice; as Sura ’Ibrāhīm,
; …” No. 14, verse 27 says: “… and Allah leaves the unjust to stray

Thus, it is certain that those, whom Allah leaves to them and lets them alone, will not

:have any helper, as the verse announces

.” And they shall have no helpers “… 

So, in this way, the verse makes the evil end of this group clear. Why not? They have

committed the greatest inequities when they have dismissed their wisdom and

thought and have turned their backs to the light of knowledge by going to the

darkness of low desires. It is natural that Allah negates His succour from them and

.leaves them in darkness so that there will remain no helper for them

***
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سِاَّنلا لاَ رَثَکْأَ  َّنکَِلوَ  ِ-مُ  یّقَْلا نُی   ِ دّلا کَِلذَ  هَِّللا  قِْلخَِل  لَیدِْـبتَ  اهَْیلَعَ لاَ  سَاَّنلا  رَطَفَ  یِتَّلا  هَِّللا  تَرَطِْف  اًفیِنحَ  نِی   ِ دّـلِل کَهَجْوَ  مِْقأَفَ  } 30{
نَومُلَْعیَ

So set your face to the religion being upright, the nature (framed) of Allah, in which . “ 30
He has created mankind. There is no altering of Allah’s creation. That is the right

.” religion, but most people do not know

Commentary, verse: 30

Point

The Arabic word /Fitrat/ in lexicon means: creation and tearing the curtain of non-
existence for the creation of a being. It seems that Allah has created man in a form

that he inclines for the Truth and repudiates from wrong. It is just like the mother’s
.love to her child, which is not something taught but it is natural and instinctive

Yes, walking along the path of religion is walking along the path of nature. The man’s
natural affairs may decrease or increase, but they will never be abolished absolutely,
and also the truth seeking wishes, which are hidden inside of man, will not change by

.the change of place and time

Up to here, we have had some detailed discussions about Monotheism and theology

by the way of observing the system of creation and using it for proving an origin of

knowledge and power in the world of super nature through the noble verses of

.Monotheism in this Sura

Next to them, in the first holy verse out of the verses under discussion, the words are

about the natural Monotheism. In other words, it pursues the same subject from the

way of inside and innate observation, and through necessary apprehension of

:conscience. It says
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So set your face to the religion being upright, the nature (framed) of Allah, in which“
. …” He has created mankind. There is no altering of Allah’s creation

.” That is the right religion, but most people do not know “… 

The Arabic word /wajh/ means ‘face’, and here the purpose of it is the innate face, and

the face of the heart. Therefore, the objective meaning of it is not attention only by

the face, but attention with the entire entity, because the face is the most important

.limb of the body and its symbol

The Arabic term /’aqim/ is derived from /’iqāmah/ here in the sense of ‘to straighten’
’. and ‘to establish

The Qur’ānic word /hanīf/ is derived from /hanaf/ with the sense of inclining from

falsehood toward the truth and from crookedness toward straightness and it is, of

course, contrary to the Arabic word /janaf/ with the sense of inclination from

.straightness to aberration

Therefore, ‘the religion upright’ means a religion which has inclined from

.crookedness, deviations, superstitions and aberrations toward straightness

This sentence on the whole means that we must constantly turn our attention toward

the religion which is far from any crookedness, the religion of Islam, the pure religion

.(. of Allah (s.w.t

The above verse emphasizes that the pure religion which is free from any polytheism

is the religion that Allah has created in the nature of all human beings and it is a

permanent and unchangeable nature, though a great deal of people do not pay

.attention to this fact

:The abovementioned verse points to some facts

Not only theology but religion, as a general rule, and in all dimensions, is also . 1
,something natural; and it must be so
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because monotheistic studies tell us that there should be an agreement between the

system of genesis and divine religion. Whatever is found in religion has certainly a

root in nature, and whatever is in creation and man’s ego is a complement for the

.religious laws

In other words, ‘genesis’ and religion are two powerful arms that act harmoniously in
all fields. It is impossible that you find an invitation in religion the root of which is not in
man’s nature; and it is impossible that there can be something in the depth of man’s

.entity but religion opposes it

No doubt religion defines some limits and conditions for the leadership of nature so

that it does not fall in the way of deviation, but it never struggle against the principle

of natural demand, and it will guide it by means of a lawful way, else there will appear

a contradiction between religion and creation which is not consistent with the basis of

.Monotheism

In a more clear statement, never Allah, the Wise, does some contradictory deeds in a
way that His creation command says: ‘Do’, and His religious command says: ‘Do not

’! do

Religion in the form of a pure fact, and free from any pollution, exists in inside of the . 2
man’s soul, and deviations are some casual things. Therefore, the duty of Divine

prophets is to wipe out these casual affairs and let the noble nature of man have

.possibility of development

The Qur’ānic phrase: /lā tabdīla li xalqillah/ (there is no altering of Allah’s creation) . 3
and next to it the sentence: /ŏālika dīnul qayyim/ (that is the right religion) are two

other emphases on the fact that religion is natural and the lack of possible change of

this Divine nature, though, as the result of the lack of enough development, a lot of

.people are not able to comprehend this fact
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It is also necessary to pay attention to this point that the Arabic term /fitrat/ is

originally derived from /fatr/ in the sense of splitting something from its length, and in
those instances it is used in the sense of ‘creation’, as if, at the time of the creation of

.beings, the curtain of non-existence were cleft and they appear

However, from the first day that man comes into the world of existence, this Divine

.light is flaming inside his soul

The Islamic traditions, which have been narrated upon the commentary of this holy

verse, verify what was said in the above, which will be referred to later in addition to

.other discussions on the subject of Monotheism as being natural

:A few Traditions upon the Nature of Theology

Not only in the verses of the Qur’ān, but also in the Islamic traditions there are some

considerable explanations about the ‘knowledge of Allah’ and ‘Monotheism’ as being

natural. In some of them the ‘monotheistic nature’ is emphasized, and in some other

concerning traditions, this meaning has often been discussed under the title of

’. ‘gnosis’ or ‘Islamic gnosis’ or ‘knowing mastership

An authentic tradition, which the famous scholar Kulaynī has narrated from Hushām-
ibn-Sālim, indicates that he said: “I asked Imam Sādiq (a.s.) about the purpose of the

Qur’ānic phrase: /fitrat allāh-illatī fatar-an-nāsa ‘alayhā/ (the nature (framed) of Allah,
in which He has created mankind), and he (a.s.) answered: ‘Its purpose is

(Monotheism’.”(1

Also in the same book, Kāfī, it has been narrated from one of the companions of Imam

Sādiq (a.s.) that when he asked
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(the Imam about the commentary of this verse, Imam said: “It is Islam”.(1

A similar tradition from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) indicates that in answer to Zurārah, one of

his learned companions, who had asked about the commentary of this verse, Imam

((a.s.) said: “Allah set their nature on knowing Him.”(2

A well known tradition narrated from the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) indicates that he

said: “Every new born child is born with the nature of Islam, (a religion free from any

polytheism) but the child will be brought up by his parents in a deviated way such as

(Jewish and Christianity.”(3

Upon the commentary of this verse, Imam Sādiq (a.s.) also said: “The purpose of

(‘nature’ is mastership (and accepting the leadership of the saints of Allah)”(4

In the first sermon of Nahj-ul-Balāqah Amir-ul-Mu’minīn Ali (a.s.), in a short but

expressive sentence, says: “… then Allah sent His Messengers and series of His

prophets (one after another) towards them to get them fulfil the pledges of His

creation, to recall to them His forgotten bounties, to exhort them by preaching, and to

 …” unveil them the hidden virtues of wisdom

According to the abovementioned narrations, not only ‘the knowledge of Allah’, but

also the whole Islam, in an intensive form has been put in man’s nature, including

Monotheism to the leadership of Divine leaders and true successors of the Prophet

’. (p.b.u.h.), and even ‘the articles of the Practice of the Faith
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Therefore, according to the meaning mentioned in Nahj-ul-Balaqah, the prophets’ job

is to get men fulfil their nature and to recall to them the forgotten bounties of Allah

including the monotheistic fate and to unveil the treasures of wisdom which are

.covered and hidden inside the soul and thought of man

It is interesting that the Qur’ān, through numerous verses, mentions the afflictions,
difficulties, and painful events that may happen in man’s life as a preliminary factor

for arousing and developing the religious sense, among them is that it says: “So when

they ride in the ships they call upon Allah sincerely vowing worship (only) unto Him,
(and when He brings them safe to the land, they associate others (with Him)”.(1

In this field, of course, we will explain more vastly when commenting on the next

.verse of this very Sura which is fairly similar to the verse of Sura Al- ‘Ankabūt

****
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نَیکِرِشْمُْلا نَِم  اوُنوکُتَ  لاَوَ  هَلاََّصلا  اومُیِقأَوَ  هُوقَُّتاوَ  هِْیَلإِ  نَیِبیِنُم  } 31{

Turn you to Him, and fear Him, and perform the prayer and be not of the . “ 31
,” idolaters

Commentary, verse: 31

By supplication, turning to Him, being in awe of Him, and by establishing prayer we

must make the natural and innate tendency to religion active. In the previous verse,
the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was addressed saying: “So set your face…”, while in this verse all

people are commanded to turn to Allah, and it implicitly says that their attention to the

:pure and natural religion is in the case that they turn to Allah. It says

, …” Turn you to Him“

The Qur’ānic word /munībīn/ is derived from /’inābah/ which originally means: ‘return

to the monotheistic nature’, indicating that whenever there may appear a factor that

may deviate and dissuade man, from the point of belief and action, and from the

principle of Monotheism, he must return to Him. It does not matter that this event

repeats again and again so that, at last the foundations of nature become so strong,
and the barriers become so weak and ineffective that he stands constantly in the

front point of Monotheism and becomes a complete example of the verse which says:
(“So set your face to the religion being upright, …”(1

It is noteworthy that the Qur’ānic phrase /’aqim wajhika/ (set your face) is in the

singular form while the Arabic term /mubīnīn/ (turn you) is mentioned in the plural

form. This shows that, though the first command is singular and its
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addressee is the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the real addressees, in fact, are all believers and

.all Muslims

Next to the command of ‘turn’, the Qur’ān orders to piety, which is consistent of all

:Divine orders and prohibitions. It says

, …” and fear Him “… 

This Qur’ānic sentence means that we must fear to oppose His command. Then,
among all His commands, the holy verse emphasizes on the subject of prayer and

:says

 …” and perform the prayer “… 

Its reason is that prayer, with all its dimensions, is the most important program of

struggling against polytheism and the most effective means for strengthening the

.foundations of Monotheism and Faith in Allah

:That is why, among all prohibitions, the verse emphasizes on ‘polytheism’, and says

,” and be not of the idolaters “… 

It says so because polytheism is one of the greatest sins and Allah may forgive any sin

but He never forgives polytheism, as the Qur’ān says: “Verily Allah does not forgive

that any thing should be associated with Him, and forgives what is besides that to

(whom He pleases; …”(1

It is clear that the four commands mentioned in this verse all are as emphasis on the

subject of Monotheism and its practical issues, irrespective of repentance; returning

.to Him, piety, establishing prayer, and avoiding polytheism

****
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نَوحُرِفَ مْهِْیدََل  امَِب  بٍزْحِ  ُّلکُ  اًعیَشِ  اوُناکَوَ  مْهُنَیدِ  اوُقَّرفَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَِم  } 32{

Of those who split up their religion, and have become sects, every party rejoicing . “ 32
.” in what is with them

Commentary, verse: 32

Polytheism is not only worshipping the sun, the moon, and idols; every one who is the

.cause of separation in the religion of Allah is polytheist

Under the shade of repentance, piety, and prayer a person can obtain the power of

being distanced from polytheism. The verse under discussion has stated one of the

signs and sequels of polytheism in a short and expressive sentence. It implies: you

should not be among the polytheists, those who scattered their religion and divided

:into groups. It says

, …” Of those who split up their religion, and have become sects“

And it is wonderful that, with all the ethical differences that they had, every group of

:them was happy with their own sect. The verse says

.” every party rejoicing in what is with them “… 

Yes, one of the symptoms of polytheism is separation in belief, because having

different objects of worship is the cause of having different methods which is the

origin of separations and deviations, in particular that polytheism is always with carnal

desire and bigotry, and pride, individualism, and selfishness are its sequels.
Therefore, union and Unity is impossible save under the shade of theology, wisdom,

.humility, and donation

Thus, wherever we see discord, deviation, and separation we must know that a kind

of polytheism domains there. This subject can be stated as a clear conclusion that the

fruit of
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polytheism is separation of rows, opposition, and powers being spoiled and its end is
.weakness, vileness, and inability

The reason why every group of deviated persons and polytheists are rejoicing in the

way they have chosen, and imagine it as True, is clear, because carnal desire

decorates the wishes in the man’s view, and the fruit of this decoration is an

increasing affection and rejoice for the way he has chosen, though that way is wrong

and aberration. Sensuality never lets man see the feature of truth in its real form and

.find a correct judgment free from love and wrath

In Sura Fātir, No. 35, verse 8, the Holy Qur’ān says: “Is he whose evil deed is made fair

seeming to him so much so that he considers it good? …”, and is he like the one who is
?on the Path of Truth and sees the facts as they are

****
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نَوکُرِشُْی مْهِ  -ِ بّرَِب مهُْن  قٌیرِفَ مِّ- اذَإِ  هًمَحْرَ  هُْنِم  مهُقَاذَأَ  آذَإِ  َّمُث  هِْیَلإِ  نَیِبیِنُّم  مهَُّبرَ  اوْعَدَ  ٌّرضُ  سَاَّنلا  َّسمَ  اذَإِوَ  } 33{

And when harm afflicts men, they call upon their Lord, turning to Him, then, when . “ 33
He makes them taste of mercy from Him, behold, some of them associate partners

,” with their Lord

Commentary, verse: 33

The losses we bear are from our own side, but the mercy and favours are from the

.side of Allah

There are some people who call on Allah only at the time of afflictions and difficulties,
.but a believer ought to call upon Allah at all times

The verse under discussion, in fact, is reasoning and an emphasis on the discussion

mentioned in the previous verse indicating that monotheism is natural and that this

:divine light will develop with the existence of afflictions and difficulties. It says

, …” And when harm afflicts men, they call upon their Lord, turning to Him“

But they are so incapacious, short sighted, and captive of the bigotry and blind

imitation of their ancestors’, polytheistic ideas that as soon as the terrible events

remove and they feel the breeze of peacefulness and Allah makes them taste of

:mercy from His side, a group of them become polytheist. The verse says

then, when He makes them taste of mercy from Him, behold, some of them “… 
,” associate partners with their Lord
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The use of ‘harm afflicts men’ points to a little distress as the phrase ‘when He makes

them taste of mercy from Him’ indicates to receiving a little bounty, because the

application of ‘taste’ in these instances is used for showing the scanty of something,
specially with mentioning the Arabic words /durr/ (harm) and /rahmah/ (mercy) in an

.indefinite form

That is, there are some persons who with a little stress go toward Allah (s.w.t.) and the

curtain of over their nature of Monotheism will be removed, but by a little bounty they

.will change the way and become neglectful of Him and may forget everything

For the first case, of course, it speaks in a general form and says that all people are

such that they remember Allah (s.w.t.) when confronting afflictions, because the

.monotheistic nature is general and for all

But for the second case, i.e. mercy, the verse mentions only those who pave the path

of polytheism, since some of the servants of Allah usually remember Him both when

they confront difficulties and when they face with Divine bounties, and the variations

.of life never cause them to be neglectful of the Truth

With regard to the concept of the Arabic word /’inābah/ which is derived from /noub/ in
the sense of: ‘returning again to something, the application of the Qur’ānic phrase:
/munībīna ’ilayh/ (turning to Him) is a tender hint to this meaning that the basis and

foundation in man’s nature is certainly monotheism and theology, but polytheism is

something casual, because when his hope is ceased from it, he, desirably or

.undesirably, returns to Faith and Monotheism

It is interesting that in the abovementioned verse, ‘mercy’ is counted from the side of

Allah, but harm has not been attributed to Him, for a great deal of our difficulties and

afflictions are
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the consequences of our own deeds and sins, while all bounties are from Allah

.whether directly or indirectly

The Qur’ānic word /rabbahum/, which has been mentioned twice in this verse, is an

emphasis on this fact that man feels the Divine Lordship and administration on his

.own self, if wrong training does not drive him toward polytheism

This point is also necessary to be mentioned here that the pronoun mentioned in the

word /minhu/ relates to Allah and it is an emphasis on this fact that all bounties are

from the side of Allah, the Exalted. Many of the commentators, such as the authors of

Al-Mīzān, Tibyān, and Abul-Futūh Razī, have chosen this meaning, though some other

commentators, such as Fakhr-i-Rāzī, have considered this pronoun for /durr/ (harm)
and have rendered the verse as this: ‘When Allah gives them mercy after harm and

’. stress, some of them associate partners with their Lord

But it is clear that the first commentary is more consistent with the appearance of the

.verse

****
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نَومُلَْعتَ فَوْسَفَ  اوعَُّتمَتَفَ  مْهُانَْیتَاءَ  آمَِب  اورُفُکْیَِل  } 34{

نَوکُرِشُْی هِِب  اوُناکَ  امَِب  مَُّلکَتَیَ  وَهُفَ  اًناطَْلسُ  مْهِْیلَعَ  انَْلزَنأَ  مْأَ  } 35{

That they may be ungrateful for what We have given them. ‘Take your . “ 34
’.” enjoyment, certainly you will soon know

Or have We sent down any authority upon them, such as it speaks of what they . “ 35
?” associate with Him

Commentary, verses: 34-35

Polytheism is a step towards paganism and being unthankful, and returning to

.polytheism is a kind of being unthankful of divine bounties

As a threat to these incapacious polytheistic persons who neglect Allah when they

:reach bounties, this verse says

That they may be ungrateful for what We have given them. ‘Take your enjoyment, “
’.” certainly you will soon know

Here, though the polytheists are addressed, it is probable that the verse has a vast

concept and it encompasses all those who forget Allah (s.w.t.) at the time of affluence

.of bounties and are only busy enjoying them and neglect the endower of the bounties

It is evident that the application of the imperative form of the Arabic verb here is for

.threatening

****

In order to condemn this polytheistic group, next verse in the form of an objurgatory

:question says
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Or have We sent down any authority upon them, such as it speaks of what they“
?” associate with Him

The word /’am/ here is used for the aim of question and this is an objurgatory question

with negative sense. That is, following this path and this custom must be either for the

sake of the call of ‘nature’, or it is the judgment of intellect the command of Allah. But

their conscience and nature is made manifest at the time of afflictions and difficulties

and it cries for a call of monotheism. The intellect also says we must go to the One

’. Who is ‘the giver of bounties

There remains the command of Allah that in this verse it has been negated and the

Qur’ān says: He has not sent down such a command upon them. Thus, they are not

.relying on any acceptable principle for their own belief

The Arabic word /sultān/ is in the sense of something which creates dominion and

.victory, and here it means a firm and convenient reasoning

The application of the Arabic term /yatakallam/ (it speaks) is a kind of figurative

meaning which is used when a proof is clear. Here it implies that this is an expressive

.proof that speaks with man

Some commentators have said that the word /sultān/ here probably means an angel

with authority. In this case, the word ‘speak’ has its real meaning. It means: “We have

”. not sent down upon them an angel that speaks of what they associate with Him

****
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نَوطُنَْقیَ مْهُ  اذَإِ  مْهِیدِْیأَ  تْمََّدقَ  امَِب  هٌَئ  -ِ یّسَ مْهُْبصُِت  نإِوَ  اهَِب  اوحُرِفَ  هًمَحْرَ  سَاَّنلا  انَْقذَأَ  آذَإِوَ  } 36{

And when We make people taste of mercy they rejoice in it, and if an evil befalls . “ 36
.” them for what their own hands have forwarded, behold, they despair

Commentary, verse: 36

In this holy verse, which is another illustration of the kind of thought and spirituality of

:these in capacious ignorant persons, the Qur’ān says

And when We make people taste of mercy they rejoice in it, and if an evil befalls“
.” them for what their own hands have forwarded, behold, they despair

But the true believers are those who are not proud and neglectful at the time of

affluence nor are they hopeless at the time of affliction. They believe that the

bounties are from the side of Allah (s.w.t.) and they thank Him; they also consider the

afflictions as an examination and divine test, or as the fruit of their own deeds, then

.they are almost always patient and they turn to Him

In the meantime that the faithless persons are wandering in the midst of pride and

hopelessness, the faithful persons are often spending time in the midst of ‘gratitude’
’. and ‘patience with perseverance

By the way, it is understood from this verse that at least a part of afflictions that afflict

man is the consequence of his own deeds and sins. By this means, Allah intends to

.warn them and He causes them to become purified and brings them towards Him
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This point is also necessary to be remembered that the Qur’ānic sentence /farihū

bihā/ (they rejoice in it) here does not mean only ‘to be happy with the bounty’, but the

purpose is a rejoice together with pride and a kind of unawareness, the same mood

that the incapacious poor persons feel when they sometimes find affluence, else

rejoice together with thanks and remembrance of Allah not only is not bad, but also it
 …” has been enjoined, as the Qur’ān says: “Say: ‘In the grace of Allah and in His mercy

The application of the Qur’ānic phrase / bimā qaddamat ’aydīhim/ (for what their own

hands have forwarded) which refers only to sins, is for the reason that most of the

deeds of man are fulfilled by the help of his hands, though there are some sins which

are also committed by the heart, the eyes, and the tongues, but the abundance of the

.deeds of hands are the cause of this usage

There appears a question here that whether this verse does not contradict with the

verse No. 33 of this Sura, since this verse refers to their despair at the time of

afflictions while in that verse the words are about their attention to Allah at the time of

coming afflictions and stresses. In other words, that verse speaks about hopefulness,
.but this verse speaks about despair

With regard to one point, the answer to this question is made clear. In the former

verse the words were about ‘harm’, i.e., the harmful events such as torments,
earthquakes, and other afflictions that in that position all people, irrespective of

monotheist and polytheist ones, remember Allah, and this is one of the signs of

.monotheistic nature

But in the verse under discussion the words are about the sequels of man’s sins and

the despair emerged from them, because some people are so that if they did a good

action they
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would become proud and would consider themselves secure from the Divine

punishment, and when they commit an evil action and its sequel comes to them, a

despair from the mercy of Allah encompasses their whole entity. Both that pride and

.this despair from the mercy of Allah are blameworthy

Therefore, either of these two verses mentions a matter which is separate from the

.other

****
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نَوُنِمؤُْی مٍوْقَِل  تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  رُدِْقیَوَ  ءُآشَیَ  نمَِل  قَزْ   ِ رّلا طُسُْبیَ  هََّللا  َّنأَ  اوْرَیَ  مَْل  وَأَ  } 37{

Do they not see that Allah enlarges the provision for whomever He pleases and . “ 37
.” straitens? Verily there are signs in this for a people who believe

Commentary, verse: 37

Being attentive that the sustenance is with Allah, it hinders man of being despair.
Every body must struggle for earning his livelihood, but he must know that

determining the proportions of livelihood is in Allah’s authority so, the Qur’ān in this

:verse says

Do they not see that Allah enlarges the provision for whomever He pleases and“
? …” straitens

Neither the manifestation of bounties must cause man’s pride, negligence, and

disobedience, nor should its absence bring despair for him, because affluence and

straitening of sustenance is in the power of Allah, and sometimes He assigns the

.former and sometimes the latter

It is true that the world is the world of means and those who strive more usually

obtain a better portion of provisions, and those who are lazy and do not work hard

have a smaller share, but in the meantime this is not a general and permanent

principle. It happens that sometimes some very earnest, studious and eligible persons

do their best but they gain nothing and, on the contrary, there are some maladroit

.ones to whom the doors of provision are open from every side

These exceptions may be for the sake that Allah shows that, with all effects that He

,has created in the world of means

p: 169

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 201 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


they should not be lost in the world of means, and they should not forget that behind

this system there is another strong hand that turns it. Sometimes He takes it so

straitened that the more he strives the less he gets, because all doors are shut to him,
and sometime He takes it so easy that before reaching to a door that door may be

.opened in front of him

This fact with the examples of which we have, more or less, been familiar in our own

life, besides that it struggles against the pride for affluence and despair emerged

from poverty, it is an evidence upon the fact that, beyond our will and our wish, there

.is another powerful hand in affairs

:Therefore, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān says

.” Verily there are signs in this for a people who believe “… 

Some of the Islamic commentators have stated that once a knowledgeable man was

asked: “What is the proof that there is only one creator for the world?” Then he

answered: “For three proofs: that the clever persons are (usually) backward, the

.” artists and learned men are often poor, and the physicians are (sometimes) sick

Yes, the existence of these exceptions is a sign for the fact that the affairs are entirely

in the hand of another one. A famous tradition narrated from Hadrat Ali (a.s.) indicates

that he said: “I came to know Allah, the Glorified, through the breaking of

(determinations, change of intentions, and losing of courage.”(1

****
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نَوحُِلْفمُْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوْأُوَ  هَِّللا  هَجْوَ  نَودُیرُِی  نَیذَِّل  رٌْیخَ لِّ- کَِلذَ  لِیِبَّسلا  نَْباوَ  نَیکِسْمِْلاوَ  هَُّقحَ  یَبرْقُْلا  اذَ  تِاَفَ  } 38{

So give what is due to kindred, the needy, and the wayfarer, that is best for those . “ 38
.” who seek the pleasure of Allah, and those are they that are prosperous

Commentary, verse: 38

The real owner of properties is Allah, and then it is He Who defines how the properties

must be used. In spending out and helping others, relatives are prior to every other

:one, either. Therefore, this verse says

, …” So give what is due to kindred, the needy, and the wayfarer“

At the time of affluence, you should not think that whatever provision you have, you

are the owner of it, but others have a share in it, too, among them are your relatives

and the needy who are paralytic because of the intensity of poverty, and also those

reputable persons who are far from home and as the result of an event have

.remained in the way and are in need of help

The application of the Arabic word /haqqah/ (due to) in the holy verse points to this

fact that they have a share in man’s properties and if one pays something to them he

.has paid their own right to them and he has no reproach over them

Some of the commentators have considered the addressee in this verse is only the

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and they have rendered the Qur’ānic phrase /ŏilqurbā/
(kindred) into his relatives. A famous narration from Abū-Sa‘īd-Khidrī, as well as

others, indicates that when the abovementioned verse was
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sent down the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) bestowed Fadak on Fātimah (a.s.) and

delivered it to her.(1) This very meaning has been narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) and

Imam Sādiq (a.s.). The content of this tradition has been mentioned in a very detailed

narration from Hadrat Imam Sādiq (a.s.) containing the dialogue of the Lady of Islam,
(Fātimah Zahrā (a.s.) with Abū-Bakr.(2

But some of other commentators have taken the addressee in this verse as general

and believe that it includes the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and other people. According to this

.commentary all people are obliged not to neglect the right of their relatives

These two commentaries, of course, do not contradict each other and they can come

along with together, in this way that the verse has a vast concept and the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and his relatives, specially his daughter, Fātimah Zahrā (a.s.), are its perfect

.denotation expansion

This makes it clear that neither of the above interpretations contradicts with this

noble Sura as a Meccan Sura, because the concept of the verse is a conclusive

concept so that it must be fulfilled in both Mecca and Medinā, and, according to this

.holy verse bestowing Fadak on Fātimah (a.s.) is completely acceptable

The only thing which remains rather ambiguous here is the sentence: “When the

abovementioned verse was sent down…” mentioned in the narration of Abū-Sa‘īd
Khidrī the appearance of which indicates that the bestowal of Fadak was after the

revelation of the verse. But if we take the Arabic term /lammā/ here in the sense of

cause, not in the sense of a particular time, this problem will also be solved, and the

concept of the narration will be that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) for the sake of this
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Divine commandment bestowed Fadak on Fātimah (a.s.). In addition to that, some of

.the verses of the Qur’ān have been sent down twice

As for the matter that why among all the needy persons and possessors of right only

these three groups have been mentioned the reason may be for the importance of

them, because the right of relatives is more significant than any other right, and

among the deprived and the poor, the needy and the wayfarers are in need more

.than all

Or it is for the sake of the point that Fakhr-i-Razī has said here. He says: “The eight

groups to whom alms must be given is in the case of that alms is obligatory, while the

three groups who are mentioned in the verse must also be helped even at the time

when giving alms is not obligatory, because some of the relatives are those to whom

giving alimony is obligatory for a person but the needy is the deprived person that if
he is not helped his life may be in danger. Also a wayfarer may be in some

circumstances that with the lack of succour he dies. The order of mentioning these

.three groups in the holy verse is also appropriate to the order of their importance

However, for the encouragement of the benevolent, and also for stating the condition

:of the acceptance of expending, at the end of the verse the Qur’ān says

,…” that is best for those who seek the pleasure of Allah “…

.” and those are they that are prosperous “… 

They will be prosperous both in this world and the next, since expending brings some

wonderful bounties with it in this life and the next both, because it is one of the

.heaviest deeds in the Divine scale

With regard to the fact that the Qur’ānic phrase /wajh-ullah/ does not mean the bodily

face of Allah, because He has not any bodily face, and it means the pure Essence of

,the Lord
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this verse shows that the act of expending and paying the right of relatives, as well as

that of the possessors of rights, is not enough. It is important that this action must be

accompanied with sincerity, pure intention, and free from any kind of hypocrisy,
.gaudiness, approach, scorn, and expectation of compensation

This point is also necessary to be mentioned that, opposite to the statement of some

commentators who have stipulated that expending for the sake of reaching Paradise

is not the extension of /wajh-ullah/, all the deeds that one does and have a kind of

communication with Allah whether they have been done for the pleasure of Allah, or

reaching to His compensation, or being delivered from His punishment all are the

extensions of /wajh-ullah/ though the high and complete stage of it is that the one

.does not consider in his view anything save servitude and obedience to Him

****
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نَوفُعِضْمُْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوْأُفَ  هَِّللا  هَجْوَ  نَودُیرُِت  هٍاکَزَ  نِم  مُتْیتَاءَ  آموَ  هَِّللا  دَنعِ  اوُبرْیَ  لاَفَ  سِاَّنلا  لِاوَْمأَ  یِف  اوَُبرْیَِل  اًبرِ  نِم  مُتْیتَاءَ  آمَوَ  } 39{

And that which you give in present so that it may increase in the property of men it . “ 39
will not increase with Allah, and whatever you give in charity (Zakāt) seeking the

.” pleasure of Allah, it is these (persons) that shall get manifold

Commentary, verse: 39

The privilege of Islam is in this fact that, besides wiping out poverty from the

.deprived, it considers the spiritual growth of those who pay expending, too

This verse refers to two kinds of expending: one of which is for the cause of Allah, and

:the other is for the purpose of reaching the worldly wealth. It says

And that which you give in present so that it may increase in the property of men it“
, …” will not increase with Allah

and whatever you give in charity (Zakāt) seeking the pleasure of Allah, it is these “… 
.” (persons) that shall get manifold

The concept of the second sentence, viz., giving Zakāt and paying expending in the

path of Allah which causes abundant compensation and an immense reward, is clear,
but as for the first sentence, regarding to the fact that /ribā/ originally means

.‘increase’, the commentators have cited different interpretation

The first commentary, which is the most clear one and is the most consistent with the

concept of the verse and adapts to the narrations of Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.), is that its

purpose is the gifts and presents that some persons sent to others specially to
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the possessors of wealth and properties hoping to receive some more and better

reward from them. It is obvious that in giving such presents neither the need nor the

eligibility of their receivers are considered, but all attention is focused on this that the

present should be sent to a place where a better sum can be hunted, and it is natural

that such presents that have not any sincerity in them are worthless from the point of

.ethics and spiritual aspects

Therefore, the purpose of /ribā/, in this verse, is ‘present’ or ‘gift’ and the objective of

the Qur’ānic sentence: /liyar bū fī ’amwālin-nās/, mentioned in this verse, is taking

.some more reward from people

No doubt taking such a reward is not unlawful, since there is no condition or

agreement between them, but it lacks the spiritual and ethical value. Therefore, some

narrations from Imam Sādiq (a.s.), recorded in authentic sources of tradition, it has

been rendered into ‘lawful /ribā/’ (interest) in spite of ‘unlawful /ribā/’ in which there is
.condition and agreement contract

In the book entitled Tahthīb-ul-’Ahkām there is a tradition which has been narrated

from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who, on the commentary of this verse, said: “Its purpose is a
present which you give to another person and you seek a reward from him more than

.” that and this is a lawful interest

In another tradition Imam Sādiq (a.s.) says: “Interest is of two kinds: one is lawful and

the other is unlawful. The lawful interest is that one lends his (Muslim) brother

(something) as a loan hoping that when he returns it he adds something to what he

has taken from him without any condition between them, and if the borrower gives

the lender something more than that which he has taken without any condition

between them, this excess is lawful for him, but there will be no reward for him
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with Allah concerning his loan, and this is what the Qur’ān says in sentence /falāyarbū

‘indallah/ (it will not increase with Allah). But the unlawful excess is the case that one

loans someone with the condition that he returns it with something added to it. This is
(the unlawful interest.”(1

Another commentary which has been mentioned on the above verse says that the

purpose in this verse is unlawful interest. According to this commentary, in fact, the

Qur’ān intends to compare usury with pure expending and to say that although usury

is apparently an increase in wealth, but it is not an increase with Allah. The real

increase is found in expending in the path of Allah. Upon this foundation, they consider

the verse as a preliminary on the prohibition of usury that, at first, before the

migration of the prophet (p.b.u.h.), it was stated as an ethical advice, and later, after

the migration, its prohibition was gradually announced in three Suras of the Qur’ān:
’(. (Al-Baqarah, ’Āl-i-‘Imrān, and An-Nisā

There is not, of course, any contradiction between these two meanings. The verse

can be rendered into a vaster scope of meaning which contains both the lawful

interest and unlawful interest, and both of them may be matched with the expending

in the path of Allah, but the concept of the verse is more consistent with the first

.commentary

The apparent of the holy verse shows that here an action is fulfilled that has not any

reward, but it is lawful, since it says: “… it will not increase with Allah…”, and this

meaning fits with ‘the lawful interest’ which has neither any reward nor any sin, i.e. it
is not a thing that causes the wrath and punishment of Allah (s.w.t.), and we said

.before that the Islamic narrations approve it, too
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It is also necessary to be mentioned that the Arabic term /mud‘ifūn/ does not here

mean ‘increaser’, but it means the possessor of the increased reward. This matter

must not be neglected that the words /du‘f/ and /mudā‘af/ in the Arabic philology do

not mean ‘increase’ but they mean ‘two fold’ and ‘several folds’ and, in this verse, the

word means ‘twofold’ at least; as the Qur’ān in other occurrence says: “Whoever

(brings a good (deed), he shall have ten times its like, …”(1

Concerning the reward of ‘loan’, it increases into eighteen times, as in a tradition

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “It has been written on the door of Paradise that the reward of

(loan is eighteen times and (that of) alms is ten times.”(2

Concerning the loan without interest in the path of Allah, it can be increased into

.seven hundred times, as Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 261 announces

****
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اَّمعَ یلاعَتَوَ  هَُناحَْبسـُ  ءٍیْشـَ  نِم  مکُِلذَ  نِم  لُعَْفیَ  نَّم  مکُِئآکَرَشـُ  نِم  لْهـَ  مْکُیِیحُْی  َّمُث  مْکُُتیمُِی  َّمُث  مْکُقَزَرَ  َّمُث  مْکُقَلَخَ  يذَِّلا  هَُّللا  } 40{
نَوکُرِشُْی

Allah is He Who created you, then gave you sustenance, then He shall make you . “ 40
die, then He shall bring you to life; is there any of your associate-gods who does

aught of that? Glory be to Him and Exalted High is He far above what they associate

(.” (with Him

Commentary, verse: 40

Our life and death, our past, present and future, as well as our sustenance are in the

authority of Allah. In this verse, the Qur’ān returns again to the subject of Origin and

Resurrection which form the basic matter of many verses of this Sura, and Qualifies

Allah with four attributes so that it can be both a hint to monotheism and struggle

:against polytheism, and a proof upon Resurrection. It says

Allah is He Who created you, then gave you sustenance, then He shall make you die,“
then He shall bring you to life; is there any of your associate-gods

? …” who does aught of that

(.” Glory be to Him and Exalted High is He far above what they associate (with Him “… 

It is certain that none of the polytheists believed that the creation was done by idols,
or that their sustenance was given by idols, or the end of their lives was under the

control of the idols, because they used to consider these artificial objects of worship

as a medium and some intercessors between them and Allah (s.w.t.), not the creators

of the heaven and the earth and sustainers. Therefore the answer to these questions

is negative
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.and this question is a positive interrogation with a negative sense

Another matter which will be asked here is that they mostly did not believe in the life

after death, how does the Qur’ān emphasize on it here by means of the last attribute

?of Allah

This application may be for the sake that the question of the life after death, as we

have said in the discussion of Resurrection, has an innate aspect, and here the Holy

Qur’ān does not emphasize on their beliefs, but it emphasizes on their innate

.disposition

Besides, sometimes it happens that when a capable speaker encounter a person who

denies a matter, he mentions it among some other facts which that person accepts

and he decisively emphasizes on it so that it affects on him. Now the life after death is
an unbreakable relation, and regarding this logical relation both of them have been

.mentioned in one sentence

However, the Qur’ān implies that when all of these affairs (such as creation,
sustenance and death) are in His Power, worshipping must be done only for Him, too,
and the sentence: “… Glory be to Him and Exalted High is He far above what they

associate (with Him)” restates this fact that they have made the rank of Allah

extraordinarily low when they have put Allah in the row of idols and artificial objects of

.worship

****
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Section 5: Suffering of the World through what men have themselves wrought

Point

The world’s sufferings through what men themselves have wrought – signs of the

previous disbelieving people who have been punished, available for those who wish to

travel and see them – Every one’s actions are for the profit or loss of each individual

soul – Apostles had already been sent before – Men are happy when Allah causes

them to taste His mercy – As Allah quickens the earth with the rain water from heaven

after the earth is dead, so also can Allah raise the dead – The blind can not be led

aright

نَوعُجِرْیَ مْهَُّلعََل  اوُلمِعَ  يذَِّلا  ضَْعَب  مهُقَیذُِیِل  سِاَّنلا  يدِْیأَ  تْبَسَکَ  امَِب  رِحْبَْلاوَ    ِ رّبَْلا یِف  دُاسَفَْلا  رَهَظَ  } 41{

Mischief has appeared in the land and the sea because of what the hands of men . “ 41
have wrought, that He may make them taste a part of what they have done, so that

(.” they may turn (away from evil

Commentary, verse: 41

Man’s deeds affect on the nature. The evil deeds of man hinder the water, and the

land to give benefit and they cause some undesirable phenomena to be created. So,
:in this verse it says

Mischief has appeared in the land and the sea because of what the hands of men“
have wrought, that He may make them taste a part of what they have done, so that

(.” they may turn (away from evil

The above holy verse has a vast scope of meaning around the relation between

‘mischief’ and ‘sin’ which is neither
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allocated to the lands of Mecca and Arabic nor to the age of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), but

it is a verity-proposition which states the link of ‘predicate’ and ‘subject’. In other

words, wherever a mischief appears, it is the effect of the people’s deeds; and, in the

meantime, it contains an educational goal, so that people taste the bitter fruit of their

.deeds, perhaps they turn away from evil

Some commentators believe that this verse refers to the drought and famine which

seized the pagans of Mecca as the result of the Prophet’s curse. The sky did not rain,
the deserts dried and became drier, and even fishing in the sea (the Red Sea) became

difficult for them. Supposing this statement is correct, it is only the statement of one

example and it never restrains the meaning of the verse in the relation of ‘mischief’
and ‘sin’; restrains neither to that time and that place, not to the drought and scanty

.of rain

We read in a tradition from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who once said: “The life of the animals of

the sea depends on rain; so when it does not rain, decadence appears in both the land

(and the sea, and this is at the time when sins increase.”(1

Of course, whatever is mentioned in this noble narration is the statement of a clear

expansion of mischief, and what is mentioned in this tradition about the rainfall and

the life of animals in the sea is a matter which has exactly been experienced that

whenever it rains less, there will be found less fish in the sea. We heard some of the

dwellers of the sea banks say: “The benefit of rain for the sea is more than its benefit

.for the desert

****

p: 182

Tafsīr-Qurtabī, according to the narration of Al-Mīzān, Vol. 16, p. 210 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 214 of 733

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_182_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


نَیکِرِشُّْم مهُرُثَکْأَ  نَاکَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلا  هُبَِقاعَ  نَاکَ  فَْیکَ  اورُظُنافَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  اورُیسِ  لُْق  } 42{

Say: ‘Travel in the land, then see how was the end of those before, most of them . “ 42
.” were polytheists

Commentary, verse: 42

A purposeful travelling is recommended by Islam, and the protection of the instructive

.building is necessary for the future generations

In order that people actually see with their eyes some lively evidences in connection

with the appearance of corruption on the earth as the result of sin, the verse

:commands for travelling in the earth, and He tells the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as follows

Say: ‘Travel in the land, then see how was the end of those before, most of them “
.” were polytheists

You may see the ruined castles and palaces of those who used to live before you,
watch their treasures which have been spoilt, study the strong nations who are

scattered and their graves contain the rotten bones of their bodies. You can see what

was the end of their injustice, cruelty, sin, vice, and polytheism? You can see if they

burnt the nests of some birds, how were the houses of these hunters destroyed? Yes,
most of them were polytheists, and polytheism was the source of their mischief and

.caused them to be annihilated

It is interesting that when the words in the former verses were about the bounties of

Allah, at first the creation of man was mentioned and next to it the words were about

his sustenance: “Allah is He Who created you, then gave you
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sustenance, …”,(1) but in the verses under discussion, when it speaks about the Divine

punishment, at first it points to the destruction of bounties as the result of sin, and

then it refers to the destruction because of polytheism. Its reason is that at the time

of remittal the merit of creation is first and sustenance is next to it; but at the time of

.taking it back, the destruction of bounties is first and annihilation is next to it

In regard to the fact that this Sura is a Meccan Sura and the Muslims were in minority

at that time, the application of the Qur’ānic sentence /’akθaruhum mušrikīn/ (most of

them were polytheists) may point to this matter that you should not fear of the

polytheists who are in majority, because Allah has annihilated many large groups of

such people in the past. It is also a severe warning unto the disobedient persons that

they should travel in the earth and see the end of the former nations who were similar

.to them in action

****
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نَوعَُّدَّصیَ ذٍِئمَوْیَ  هَِّللا  نَِم  هَُل  َّدرَمَ  َّلا  مٌوْیَ  یَِتأْیَ  نأَ  لِْبقَ  نِم  ِ-مِ  یّقَْلا نِی   ِ دّلِل کَهَجْوَ  مِْقاَفَ  } 43{

Then Set your face to the established religion before there comes a day from Allah . “ 43
.” which cannot be averted; on that day shall become separated

Commentary, verse: 43

:Then addressee in this verse is the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) when it says

Then Set your face to the established religion before there comes a day from Allah“
.” which cannot be averted; on that day shall become separated

No one, on that Day, has any power to turn back that Day and to stop the program of

Allah when people will become divided into different groups and the rows will be

separated from each other; a group will be admitted in Paradise and the other group

.will be sent into Hell

The Arabic word /qayyim/ in this verse means: ‘subsistent’ and ‘establisher’, and it,
qualifying the religion by this attribute, in fact, points to the constant regard to the

religion. That is, since the religion of Islam is a subsistent, and straight religion which

establishes the peoples’ system of material and spiritual life, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
.should never deviate from it

Allah addresses the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in this verse so that others take care of their

.own account

The Arabic phrase /yassadda‘ūn/ is derived from /sad‘/ which originally means: ‘to

break or cleave a plate’ but gradually it has been used for any separation. Here it

refers to the separation of the rows of the people of Heaven and the people of Hell

that either of them will also be divided into some rows according to their degrees in
.Paradise and in Hell
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نَودُهَمْیَ مْهِسِفُنلاَِفَ  اًحِلاصَ  لَمِعَ  نْمَوَ  هُرُْفکُ  هِْیلَعَفَ  رَفَکَ  نمَ  } 44{

نَیرِِفاکَْلا ُّبحُِی  هَُّنإِ لاَ  هِِلضْفَ  نِم  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  يَزِجْیَِل  } 45{

Whoever disbelieves, his unbelief shall be (charged) against him, and whoever . “ 44
,” does good deed, for their own selves they are preparing

That He may reward those who believe and do righteous deeds out of His Grace, . “ 45
.” verily He does not love the unbelievers

Commentary, verses: 44-45

Point

The previous verse implied that on the Day of Hereafter people will scatter and

become separated into different groups. This verse explains that this separation is so

that each group of believers and disbelievers will be given their appropriate reward

and retribution. In Hereafter, of course, the grace of Allah (s.w.t.) will involve those

who have both faith and righteous deed. Thus, for entering Paradise only Faith is not

.enough but good deed is also necessary

This verse is, in fact, an explanation for this separation of rows in Hereafter. The

:verse says

Whoever disbelieves, his unbelief shall be (charged) against him, and whoever does“
,” good deed, for their own selves they are preparing

The Qur’ānic term /yamhadūn/ is derived from /mahd/ and, as Rāqib has said in

Mufradāt, it originally means cradle or a place which is prepared for a child. Then the

words /mahd/ and /mihād/ have been used in a vaster sense, that is, it is called to
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any prepared place wherein the utmost ease and tranquillity is found. It is for this

point of view that this meaning has been chosen for the people of Paradise and

.righteous believers

In short, you should not think that belief and disbelief, or your ugly and beautiful

deeds have any effect on the Pure Essence of Allah, but it is you who become pleased

.and happy, or worried and sad

****

It is interesting that concerning the disbelievers, the Holy Qur’ān has sufficed with the

sentence: “Whoever disbelieves, his unbelief shall be (charged) against him, …”, but

concerning the believers, in the next verse, the Qur’ān explains that not only they will

see their deeds there but also Allah will bestow some more merits on them because of

:His Grace. The verse says

, …” That He may reward those who believe and do righteous deeds out of His Grace“

This is the aim and it is certain that this Divine Grace (in Hereafter) does not reach the

:disbelievers, since

.” verily He does not love the unbelievers “… 

It is evident that He will treat them with His justice, too, and He will not punish them

.more than their due, but they will not receive any grace or merit from Him either

****

:Note

No doubt any evil action effects on the situation of society and by means of it the

situation of individuals will be affected and a kind of corruption will appear in the social

system. Sin, vice, and breaking law is like a poisonous food which, willingly or

unwillingly, will have some unpleasant effects on

p: 187

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 219 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:man’s system of body and he will encounter its natural reaction

.Falsehood causes confidence to be vanished

.Treachery of trust disturbs the social communications

.Injustice is always the cause of another injustice

Misuse from freedom will usually lead to dictatorship and dictatorship will lead to

.bursting

The abandonment of the rights of the deprived’ often creates hostility, and‘
compression of rancour and enmities causes the foundation of society to become

.unstable

However, any wrong action, whether in a limited measure or a vast one, has often an

unpleasant reaction, and one of the commentaries on the holy verse which says:
“Mischief has appeared in the land and the sea because of what the hands of men

have wrought, …”(1) is this very thing. (This is the natural relation of ‘sin’ and

’.( mischief

It is understood from the Islamic narrations that many of sins, besides this, have a

series of evil sequels with them, the relation of which with those effects is, at least,
unknown. For example, some Islamic narrations indicate that ‘breaking off ties of

relationship causes life to become short; consuming unlawful things causes heart to

become dark; and publicity of fornication causes the destruction of men and

. … decreases the provision

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition said: “Fornication has six sequels; three sequels in
the world, and three sequels in Hereafter. In the world, it decreases the person’s
luminosity, brings death sooner than its proper time, and ceases the sustenance. In

the Hereafter, it causes the severity of reckoning, the wrath of Allah, and eternity in
(Fire.”(2
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We read in a narration form Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said: “Those who die because of

(sins are more than those who die by a natural death.”(1

Similar to this meaning with another form is said in the Qur’ān, where it says: “And if
the people of the towns had believed and kept from evil, we would have certainly

opened up for them blessings from the heaven and the earth, but they belied; so We

(seized them for what they used to earn.”(2

Thus, the Qur’ānic word /fasād/ mentioned in verse 41 encompasses the social

.corruptions, calamities, and negation of blessings

Another attractive point is that the above verse denoted to the fact that one of the

philosophies of calamities and pests is their educational effect on human beings. They

must receive the fruit of their own deeds so that they awaken from the sleep of

.negligence and return toward purity and piety

We do not say that all vices and calamities are of this kind, but we say at least a part

of them has such a philosophy. There are, of course, some other philosophies for it,
.too, which will be discussed in their appropriate places

****
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نَورُکُشْتَ مْکَُّلعََلوَ  هِِلضْفَ  نِم  اوغُتَْبتَِلوَ  هِرِْماَِب  کُْلفُْلا  يَرِجْتَِلوَ  هِِتمَحَّْر  نِم  مکُقَیذُِیِلوَ  تٍارَ  -ِ شّبَُم حَایَ   ِ رّلا لَسِرُْی  نأَ  هِِتایَاءَ  نِْموَ  } 46{

And among His signs is that He sends forth the winds bearing good tidings (of . “ 46
rain), and that He may make you taste of His mercy, and that the ships may run by His

command, and that you may seek (sustenance) of His grace, and that you may be

.” grateful

Commentary, verse: 46

Nothing happens accidentally, even the winds blow with the will of Allah, the Wise, too.
Whatever we receive from the blessings of the winds is a part of His signs and graces.
Again, the movement of a ship on the sea is in the hand of Allah, not in the hand of its

.captain

The previous verse was about faith and righteous deed and in this verse Monotheism

:and its evidences are referred to. It says

(, And among His signs is that He sends forth the winds bearing good tidings (of rain“
…”

The winds come before rainfall. They take the scattered pieces of cloud with them

and join them together and send them toward the dry and thirst lands. They cover

some parts of the sky and, by altering the heat of atmosphere, they cause the cloud

.to be prepared for raining

The importance of the arrival of these harbingers of rain may not be so clear to those

citizens who enjoy the comforts of life, but those thirsty people who are in need of

some drops of water in the desert, when the winds come and move the pieces of

cloud with them, and they smell the special odour of rain
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which has come down on the plants somewhere else, the light of hope appears in

.their hearts

Though the verses of the Holy Qur’ān have emphasized on wind as a harbinger of the

descent of rain, the Qur’ānic term /mubašširāt/ (bearing good tidings of rain) cannot

.be confined in it, because winds have many other good tidings with them, too

.Winds adjust the heat and cold of the weather

.Winds can amortize affections on vast atmosphere and purify the air

Winds decrease the pressure of sun’s heat on leaves and plants, and work as a

.barrier against sunburn

Winds bring the oxygen produced by the leaves of the trees for men, and take the

.carbonic gas produced by men’s breath as a present for plants

Winds inoculate a lot of plants and join the male and female seeds to each other in the

.world of plants

.Winds are a means for mills to move, as well as a factor for filtering the heaps of corn

Winds often carry the seeds of some plants from the places where there are a great

.deal of them and, like a compassionate gardener, scatter them throughout the desert

Winds take sailors and ships with passengers and much heavy loads to different parts

of the world, and even today, when machinery has substituted the wind force, the

.winds are still very effective in the work of ships to be slow or fast

.Yes, they are givers of glad tidings in different ways

:Thus, in the continuation of the verse, we recite as follows

and that He may make you taste of His mercy, and that the ships may run by His “… 
command, and that you may seek (sustenance) of His grace, and that you may be

.” grateful
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Yes, winds are both a means of creating abundant bounties in the fields of agriculture

and breeding livestock, and a means of carrying kinds of loads, and a cause of lustre

in commerce. The Qur’ānic sentence: “… that He may make you taste of His mercy …”
refers to the first blessing, and the sentence: “… that the ships may run by His

command, …” points to the second one and the sentence: “… that you may seek

(sustenance) of His grace, …” refers to the third one. It is interesting that all these

bounties are the results of ‘movement’, a movement in the atoms existed in the air

.near the earth

But the magnitude of no bounty is recognized until it is taken from man. In the same

way, man does not understand what calamity has come to him unless these winds

.and breezes stop

The stop of winds makes life, even in the best gardens, like life in the dark holes of a
prison; and if a breeze blows in the cells of solitary prisons it makes it like an open

place and, in principle, one of the factors of torture in prisons is the stop of weather

.therein

Even on the surface of oceans, if wind stops and waves do not exist, the life of the

living creatures therein will be in danger as the result of the scarcity of oxygen of the

.air, and the sea will be altered into a terrible fetid marsh

Fakhr-i-Rāzī says: “Regarding to the fact that ‘to taste’ is used for a scanty thing’, the

sentence: “… and that He may make you taste of His mercy …” points to this meaning

that the whole world and the bounty of the world is not more than a little mercy, and

.the vast mercy of Allah belongs to the next world

****
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نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا رُصَْن  انَْیلَعَ  اًقّحَ  نَاکَوَ  اوُمرَجْأَ  نَیذَِّلا  نَِم  انَمْقَتَنافَ  تِاَن  -ِ یّبَْلاِب مهُوءُآجَفَ  مْهِِموْقَ  یَلإِ  لاًسُرُ  کَِلْبقَ  نِم  انَْلسَرْأَ  دْقََلوَ  } 47{

And We did indeed send, before you, messengers unto their people, and they . “ 47
came to them with clear proofs, then We took vengeance upon those who were

.” guilty, and helping the believers is ever incumbent on Us

Commentary, verse: 47

:In this holy verse, four ways of Allah’s treatment have been referred to

.The practice of sending prophets - 1

.The practice of prophets having miracles - 2

.The retribution of the wrong doers - 3

.The triumph of the believers - 4

:So, the holy verse says

And We did indeed send, before you, messengers unto their people, and they came“
, …” to them with clear proofs

then We took vengeance upon those “… 

, …” who were guilty

:And Allah (s.w.t.) helped the believers. The verse continues saying

.” and helping the believers is ever incumbent on Us “… 

The application of the Arabic word /kāna/ is an indication that this custom has some

roots, and the application of the word /haqq/ and next to it the term /‘alaynā/ (on Us),
which also states the truth, are counted some consecutive emphases in this regard,
and mentioning the Qur’ānic phrase /haqqan ‘alaynā/ before the Qur’ānic phrase

/nasrul mu’minīn/, which denotes to restriction, is another emphasis. On the whole,
the
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holy verse means that surely Allah has undertaken helping the believers and without

being in need of any one else, He will fulfil this promise of His. By the way, also this

sentence was a console for those Muslims who, at that time, were under the severe

pressure of the enemies of Islam in Mecca that were stronger than them from the

.point of both number and equipment

In principle, that the enemies of Allah (s.w.t.) are drowned in pollution and sin it itself is
one of the factors of triumph and help of the believers, because this very sin will finally

root out them and will provide the means of their destruction by their own hands

.when it sends the Divine revenge to them

****
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بَاصَأَ آذَإِفَ  هِِللاَخِ  نِْم  جُرُخْیَ  قَدْوَْلا  يرَتَفَ  اًفسَکِ  هُُلعَجْیَوَ  ءُآشَیَ  فَْیکَ  ءِآمََّسلا  یِف  هُطُسُْبیَفَ  اًباحَسَ  رُیِثُتفَ  حَایَ   ِ رّلا لُسِرُْی  يذَِّلا  هَُّللا  } 48{
نَورُشِْبتَسْیَ مْهُ  اذَإِ  هِدِابَعِ  نِْم  ءُآشَیَ  نمَ  هِِب 

It is Allah Who sends forth the winds so they raise a cloud, then He spreads it forth . “ 48
in the sky as He pleases, and breaks it into fragments so that you see the rain coming

forth from inside it, then when He causes it to fall upon whom He pleases of His

.” servants, behold, they rejoice

Commentary, verse: 48

The natural changes are the signs of power, wisdom, and device of Allah, and also the

.movement of pieces of cloud, and rainfalls are performed by the will of Allah

In this holy verse the Qur’ān refers again to the bounty of blowing winds, where it

:says

It is Allah Who sends forth the winds so they raise a cloud, then He spreads it forth in“
the sky as He pleases, and breaks it into fragments so that you see the rain coming

, …” forth from inside it

Yes, at the time of raining, one of the important functions has been given unto the

winds. It is they that carry the pieces of cloud from over seas toward dry and thirsty

lands, and it is they that have the duty of stretching pieces of cloud and preparing

.them for being creative of rain

The winds are like an aware and experienced shepherd that in time gathers the cattle

of sheep from here and there in the
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desert and makes them move on a certain way and then he prepares them to be

.milked

The Qur’ānic sentence: “… So that you see the rain coming forth from inside it, …” may

point to this meaning that the intense of clouds and the blow of winds is not so much

that hinders the exist of small drops of rain from cloud and their descent on the earth,
but, in spite of the storm and cloud that have covered the expanse of sky, these small

drops find their way from inside them toward the earth and in the meantime, they do

.not create destruction

The wind and storm that sometimes root out the great trees and move rocks, lets the

.small tender drop of rain pass through it and come down on the land

This point is also noteworthy that though on a cloudy day when cloud has covered the

expanse of the sky, the pieces of cloud are not so sensible for us, but they are

completely visible when we pass through these pieces of cloud or fly over them by

.airplane

:The verse at the end says

then when He causes it to fall upon whom He pleases of His servants, behold, they “… 
.” rejoice

****
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نَیسِِلْبمَُل هِِلْبقَ  نِم  مهِْیلَعَ  لََّزنَُی  نأَ  لِْبقَ  نِم  اوُناکَ  نإِوَ  } 49{

رٌیدِقَ ءٍیْشَ    ِ لّکُ یلَعَ  وَهُوَ  یتَوْمَْلا  یِحُْم  کَِلذَ لَ- َّنإِ  آهَِتوْمَ  دَْعَب  ضَرْلأَا  یِحُْی  فَْیکَ  هَِّللا  هِمَحْرَ  رِاَثاءَ  یَلإِ  رْظُنافَ  } 50{

.” Although before it was sent down on them before that they had been in despair . “ 49

Look then at the traces of Allah’s mercy, how He gives life to the earth after its . “ 50
.” death; verily He is the giver of life to the dead; and He is All-powerful over all things

Commentary, verses: 49-50

.Hardships and kinds of hopelessness increase the pleasure of bounties very much

Rainfall and the new life of the earth is a divine sign for the reality of Resurrection.
:This holy verse says

.” Although before it was sent down on them before that they had been in despair“

The Arabic term /mublis/ is derived from /’iblās/ in the sense of: ‘despair’ and

’. ‘hopelessness

Those people, such as wandering Arabs, whose life and living is closely depended on

these very drops of rain, will conceive this despair and that glad tidings very well.
While despair and hopelessness has last its evil and heavy shadow over their soul and

spirit and the sign of thirst has appeared in them as well as in their cattle and their

farming lands; then suddenly the winds, which are the harbingers of rain, start to

come through which these people smell the smell of rain. After some minutes, the

pieces of cloud will scatter in the sky and become more intensive and more

compressed and then it
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begins to rain. The ditches will be filled with wholesome water, and small and big

streams will contain of this heavenly bounty. Life and living will be seen in dry lands

and in the depth of the hearts of these wanderers of the desert both. The light of hope

.enlightens their hearts and the dark cloud of despair will disappear thereof

The repetition of the Arabic word /qabl/ (before) in the verse apparently is for

emphasis. It says: “before it”, yes, a few minutes before rain, the features are

frowned, but suddenly it rains and the smile of happiness appears on the lips. What a
!weak being are man, and what a kind Lord He is

In the Persian language, too, the time is sometimes stated repeatedly for emphasis.
The Persian speakers may say: ‘Until yesterday’ -Yes, until that very yesterday- so

and so was a friend with me, but now he is seriously in hostility”, and the purpose of

.this repetition is an emphasis on the change of man’s moods

****

:The next verse, addressing the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), says

Look then at the traces of Allah’s mercy, how He gives life to the earth after its“
; …” death

The Arabic term /fanzur/ (look then) as an emphasis in the verse, points to this fact

that the effect of Allah’s mercy in giving life to the dead lands by means of rain is so

much manifest that it appears for any man by a glance without being in need of

.searching and seeking for it

Thus, the application of the Qur’ānic phrase /rahmat-illah/ (Allah’s mercy) about

rainfall in the verse refers to the effects of its bountifulness from different

.dimensions
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.Rain waters the dry lands and causes the seeds of plants grow

.Rain gives new life to the trees in order that they continue their living

Rain clears out the dust of the air and makes the man’s living environment safe and

.clean

.Rain washes the plants and gives them freshness

Rain makes the weather moist and mild so that it will be appropriate for human beings

.to inhale

Rain penetrates inside the ground and after some time it will appear on the ground in
.the form of springs and water pipes

Rain creates some floods, which, after being controlled at the back of dams, produces

.electricity, light, and energy

Finally, rain usually adjusts both cold and hot weather. It decreases the heat and

.makes cold tolerable

Rain is also mentioned in some other verses of the Qur’ān as ‘mercy’, among them is
.Sura Furqān, No. 25 verse 48, and Sura An-Naml, No. 27, verse 63

Also, Sura Shourā, No. 42, verse 28 says: “He is the One that sends down rain (even)
(…” after (men) have given up all hope, and scatters His Mercy (far and wide

Then, regarding to the relation that origin and Resurrection have in different issues,
:at the end of the verse it says

.” verily He is the giver of life to the dead; and He is All-powerful over all things “… 

The application of the Arabic phrase /muhy il mautā/ (the giver of life to the dead) in
the form of Arabic noun-agent instead of the verb in the simple present tense,
specially with ‘l’ as an Arabic sign of emphasis, is the indication of the utmost

.emphasis
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We have repeatedly seen in the verses of the Qur’ān that this heavenly Book chooses

the dead land, which is quickened after the descent of rain, as a reference to prove

.the subject of Resurrection

Sura Qāf, No. 50, verse eleven, after mentioning the life of the dead lands, it says: “…

”. that will be the Resurrection

Similar to this meaning is also found in Sura Fātir, No. 35, verse 9 where it says: “…

.” even so (will be) the Resurrection

In fact, the law of life and death is always similar to each other everywhere. The One,
Who gives life to the dead land and creates movement and liveliness in it, and also this

thing repeats every year and sometime every day, has this ability that after their

death gives life to all human beings, too. Everywhere death is in His authority, and life

.is also by His command

It is true that apparently the dead land does not turn to be alive, and it is the seeds of

the plants that are under the soil of the ground and grow up, but we know that these

small seeds have attracted a great part of the ground in their own body and have

changed some dead beings into living beings, and even the scattered parts of these

.plants give power again to the ground for life, too

The deniers of resurrection, in deed, had no proof for their claim except improbability,
.and in order to break it, the Holy Qur’ān brings these examples

****
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نَورُفُکْیَ هِدِْعَب  نِم  اوُّلظََّل  اًرّفَصُْم  هُوْأَرَفَ  اًحیرِ  انَْلسَرْأَ  نِْئَلوَ  } 51{

نَیرِِبدُْم اوَّْلوَ  اذَإِ  ءَآعَُّدلا  َّمُّصلا  عُمِسُْت  لاَوَ  یتَوْمَْلا  عُمِسُْت  کََّنإِفَ لاَ  } 52{

And if We send a wind (from which) they see (their tilth turned) yellow, they . “ 51
(.” certainly become, thereafter, disbelievers (ungrateful

For verily you can not make the dead to listen nor can you make the deaf to hear . “ 52
.” the call, when they turn away backward

Commentary, verses: 51-52

The fatal winds and those winds that cause impediments are not undue and

.accidental. The destructive winds are less than the useful winds

The previous verses were about the bountiful winds which are the harbingers of the

:rains that bring mercy. Now, the first verse points to harmful winds. It says

And if We send a wind (from which) they see (their tilth turned) yellow, they certainly“
(.” become, thereafter, disbelievers (ungrateful

These are some weak and incapacious people. They are such that before rainfall they

are hopeless and after it they are very happy. If one day a poisonous wind blows and

.their life temporarily faces with some difficulties, they cry and become disbelievers

On the contrary, the true believers who are happy and gratitude with the bounties of

Allah, when they face with afflictions and difficulties they are patient and steadfast.
The changes of material life never affect in their faith and they are not as the blind-

hearted people whose faith is weak and with
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the blow of a wind they become faithful and with the blow of another wind become

.disbelievers

The Arabic word /musfarran/ is derived from /sufrih/ which means ‘yellow’, and as the

majority of commentators believe, the pronoun in the word /ra’auhu/ refers to the

plants and trees that as the result of harmful winds they may become yellow and

.faded

Some commentators have also said that the pronoun may refer to ‘cloud’, because

the yellow clouds are naturally some thin clouds which usually have not rain while

dark and intensed clouds often bring rain. Some others also believe that ‘wind’ is the

antecedent of the pronoun, since the ordinary winds are usually colourless and the

poisonous winds, which sometimes carry the dust of the desert with them, are yellow

.and dim

There is also a fourth probability which indicates that the Arabic term /musfar/ means

‘empty’, because as Rāqib says in Mufradāt: an empty plate and a stomach empty of

food and vessels empty of blood in Arabic called /safir/. Thus the above meaning is an

indication to the winds which are empty of rain. (In this case the pronoun in the word

(. /ra’auhu/ (they see it) refers to ‘wind’.) (Be careful

.But the first commentary is the most famous one among them all

This point is also worthy to be noted that here the useful winds, which cause rain to

fall, are said in plural form, while the harmful winds are stated in singular form. This

matter implies that most of the winds are useful, and the poisonous winds are

expressed as an exceptional one, which sometimes blows once a month or once a

.year, while useful winds blow during all days and nights
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Or it points to this fact that useful winds are beneficial if they come repeatedly, while

.the harmful winds affect their evil only once

The last matter, which is necessary to be mentioned here, is the difference between

the Qur’ānic term /yastabširun/ (they rejoice) which has been stated about useful

winds in former verses, and the Qur’ānic sentence: “… they certainly become,
(.” thereafter, disbelievers (ungrateful

This difference shows that they see those masses of great and continuous blessings

of Allah (s.w.t.) and become happy, but if there comes an affliction once and for one

day to them, they cry so severely and go toward disbelief that as if they did not desist

.from it

It is just like those who are safe for a life time and do not say a word of gratitude, but

one night when they burn in fever they say all words of disbelief and ingratitude; and

.this is the state of ignorant and faithless people

In this regard, there have been stated some other matters in the commentary of

verse 35 of the current Sura, and Sura Hūd, No. 11, verses 9 and 10, and Sura Al-Hajj,
.No. 22, verse 11

****
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نَومُِلسُّْم مهُفَ  انَِتایَاَِب  نُِمؤُْی  نمَ  َّلاإِ  عُمِسُْت  نإِ  مْهِِتَللاَضَ  نعَ  یِمْعُْلا  يدِاهَِب  تَنأَ  آمَوَ  } 53{

Nor can you lead the blind out of their straying. Only those will you make to hear . “ 53
.” who believe in Our signs and so they submit

Commentary, verse: 53

The divine prophet’s duty is to guide people to accept the truth, not to force them to

be guided; since having a submissive mood before the truth is a preliminary state for

.some spiritual apprehensions

In connection with the former discussion mentioned in the commentary of the

previous verse, through this verse and the next one, people are divided into four

:groups

The dead: That is, those who do not apprehend any fact, though they are - 1
.apparently alive

.The deaf, those who cannot hear the truth - 2

.Those people who are deprived from seeing the feature of the truth - 3

.The true believers who have aware hearts, hearing ears, and seeing eyes - 4

At first, the holy verse implies that the words of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) do not affect on

those who have dead hearts. It says: “For verily you can not make the dead to listen

…” Then it continues saying: “… nor can you make the deaf to hear the call, when they

:turn away backward.” And also, the verse says

Nor can you lead the blind out of their straying. Only those will you make to hear who“
.” believe in Our signs and so they submit
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As we said formerly, too, besides ‘life’ and ‘death’ of the body, as well as the apparent

hearing and sight, the Qur’ān considers a superior kind of life and death as well as

sight and hearing in which the main root of man’s happiness and wretchedness is

.found

The assessment of the Qur’ān from these issues is not a material and physical

.assessment, but it is, in fact, a spiritual and humane assessment

The first condition for comprehending the reality is to have a ready and receptive

heart, a seeing eye and a hearing ear, otherwise if all prophets and saints come and

recite all Divine verses to the one who has lost his discriminating sense and

apprehension of the facts, as the result of committing many sins, obstinacy, and

.hostility, there will not appear a change in him

And that the Qur’ān points to only two parts of the apparent senses, added to the

innate apprehension, is for the sake that the majority of man’s data are gained either

by the means of these two senses (eye and ear) or through sensa and analysis of

.wisdom

It is interesting that the three stages, which are mentioned in the above verses, are

three different stages of deviation and the lack of understanding the reality which has

.begun from an intensive case and ended to the mild one

The first stage is the state of despondency which in the Qur’ān has been rendered

.into /mautā/ (the dead) that there is no way to be possible to penetrate into them

The second stage is the stage of being deaf when they turn away backward and run

away so violently that even the loud shouting, which may affect on them when they

.are near, are useless in this stage

This group, of course, are not like the dead. It is sometimes possible that a matter can

be conveyed to them by some signs
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and gesticulations, but we know that many facts can not be made understand by this

.way, specially when they turn away

The third stage is the state of blindness. Of course, living with the blind is much easier,
.because the meanings can orally be explained to them

However, mere stating the subjects is not enough. Supposing a blind person is told to

take the right direction or the left direction, acting this instruction is not so easy and

sometimes, because of a slight mistake in measuring, that blind person may fall into a
.precipice

When commenting on Sura An-Naml, No. 27, verses 80 and 81 in the explanation of the

reality of ‘life’ and ‘death’ in the Qur’ān, we pointed to the weak rejection of a group

of Wahhābites who, in order to negate the resorting to the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and

Imams (a.s.) take help from the verses under discussion, and the like, and say that the

.dead (even the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)) never understand anything

But, in that place, we proved that man, specially the great leaders and the martyr

have a kind of life in purgatory after their death. There are many documents from the

Qur’ān and tradition that testify to it. In this purgatory life they have a kind of perceive

.and understanding which is vaster than that in the worldly life

Here we must add that all of the Muslims in their prayers always address the holy

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and send salutation to him by saying: “As-salāmu ‘alayka

’ayyuhannabiyu wa rahmatullāh-i-wa barakātuh” and we know that the real

addressee, not the figurative one, is certainly the one who hears and understands.
Therefore, addressing and sending salutation to him from far and near distances is an

indication to the fact that his holy soul hears all these salutation and it needs not

.reason that we consider these salutation as figurative ones
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Section 6: The evidence of those given Knowledge and Faith

Point

The various state in man brought by Allah – On the Day of Judgment the guilty shall be

sifted away from the righteous – No excuse shall be accepted from the guilty nor will

they be entitled to seek Allah’s grace – the holy Prophet (Muhammad) to be patient

and to await the Promise

ءُآشَیَ امَ  قُُلخْیَ  هًبَْیشَوَ  اًفْعضَ  هٍَّوُق  دِْعَب  نِم  لَعَجَ  َّمُث  هًَّوُق  فٍْعضَ  دِْعَب  نِم  لَعَجَ  َّمُث  فٍْعضَ  نِم  مکُقَلَخَ  يذَِّلا  هَُّللا  } 54{

رُیدِقَْلا مُیِلعَْلا  وَهُوَ 

Allah is He Who created you out of weakness, then He gave strength after . “ 54
weakness, then after strength He appointed weakness and grey hair; He creates

.” what He pleases, and He is the Knowing, the Powerful

Commentary, verse: 54

.At the beginning of his creation, man is thoroughly full of weakness

.The man’s stages of weakness and power are designed wisely in a program

Of course, this noble verse refers to one of the proofs of Monotheism, i.e., the proof of

poverty and needlessness. It completes the discussions about Monotheism cited

:throughout this Sura. It says
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Allah is He Who created you out of weakness, then He gave strength after weakness,“
then after strength He appointed weakness and grey hair; He creates what He

.” pleases, and He is the Knowing, the Powerful

At the beginning you were so weak that you were not able even to send away a fly

from yourself, or hold up your saliva; this is from the point of body; and from the

mental view-point, as the Qur’ānic term /lā ta‘lamūn/ indicates, (you did not know

anything) you did not know even your kind parents who permanently took care of you.
But, little by little, you became bodily and mentally powerful and, just like a person

who ascend a mountain from its lap until he reaches its top, you began to come down

from other side of it and you reached the bottom of the valley of weakness and

.became unable bodily and spiritually

These changes, and these ascents and descents are the best proof for this fact that

neither that power was yours nor was this weakness, but both of them were from the

side of Allah, and this itself is a sign that another one turns the wheel of your entity,
.and whatever you have is accidental

This is the same meaning that Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) has pointed to in his saying

where he says: “I came to know Allah, the Glorifies, through the breaking of

(determinations, change of intentions and losing of courage.”(1

It is interesting that the Holy Qur’ān also adds the Arabic word /šaybah/ (grey hair) for

the second weakness of man during his lifetime, but in regard to the first weakness it
’. does not mention ‘childhood

This difference may point to the fact that the weakness of senility is rather more

painful, because firstly contrary to the weakness of childhood, it has a direction

toward death and
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annihilation and, secondly, the expectation from the aged, old, and experienced

persons is never like that from the babies, while sometimes their weakness and

.disability are equal, and this is very instructive

It is this stage that draws the disobedient powerful persons to weakness,
.despicableness, and helplessness

The last sentence of the verse, which is an indication to the knowledge and Power of

Allah, is both a glad tidings and a warning implying that He is aware of all your deeds

.and intentions and also He is able to give you both reward and retribution

****
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نَوکُفَؤُْی اوُناکَ  کَِلذَکَ  هٍعَاسَ  رَْیغَ  اوُثِبَل  امَ  نَوُمرِجْ  - مُْلا مُسِْقُی  هُعَاَّسلا  مُوقُتَ  مَوْیَوَ  } 55{

And on the Day that the Hour (of Judgment) will be established, the guilty will . “ 55
.” swear that they tarried not but an hour; thus were they used to being deluded

Commentary, verse: 55

.He who is accustomed to perjure in this world, will use it in the Hereafter, too

We formerly said that the discussions around ‘Origin’ and ‘Resurrection’ are said

close to each other in this Sura. In the above verse, following the former discussions

about Origin and Resurrection, again the Qur’ān speaks about the subject of

Resurrection and illustrates another painful scene of the state of the guilty on that

:Day. It says

And on the Day that the Hour (of Judgment) will be established, the guilty will swear“
; …” that they tarried not but an hour

Yes, in the past, too, the guilty were wholly deprived from understanding the reality in
:such a way. The verse continues saying

.” thus were they used to being deluded “… 

The application of the Qur’ānic word /sā‘ah/ (hour) instead of ‘the Day of Hereafter’,
as we have formerly pointed out, is either for the sake that the Hereafter will be set in
a sudden moment, or because the men’s deeds will quickly be reckoned because

Allah, the Aware, is swift at reckoning. And we know that the word /sā‘ah/ in the Arabic

.language means a very small part of time
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Since there is no word mentioned about the place of this establishment in the verse,
some commentators have said that it may refer to the time of staying in the world,
which is, in fact, no more than a fleet moment. But the next verse is a clear evidence

that the purpose of it is staying in the purgatory world, or the world after death and

before Resurrection, because the Qur’ānic sentence “… Certainly you have tarried

according to Allah’s Book till the Day of Resurrection, …” concludes the end of these

.two to the Hereafter, and this is not correct but concerning the purgatory world

We also know this fact that the quality of purgatory is not the same for all. Some

people have an aware life in purgatory (intermediate world), while there is another

group who are like ones who go asleep deeply as if they would awake from their sleep

.on the Hereafter Day and consider thousands of days as one hour

There will remain two matters here to be discussed. The first is that how can the guilty

?make such a wrong oath

The answer to this question is clear. They truly think such that the purgatory term is a
very short course, because they have had a state similar to sleep. Did not ‘the people

of the cave’, who were some believing righteous people, consider that they had slept

for a day or a part of a day after awakening from their very long sleeping? Or one of

the Divine prophets, whose story is mentioned in Sura Al-Baqarah, verse 259, after

one hundred years that he had passed away; returned to life again and he did not say

that the gap between two kinds of life was one day or a part of a day. What is the

problem that, regarding to the particular state of the people of the Hell, the guilty

?have such a consideration because of unawareness

That is why, as the next verse announces, the aware believers will tell them that they

are wrong and they have tarried in the
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.purgatory world until the Day of Hereafter and they are in the Day of Resurrection

By this statement, the second matter i.e., the commentary of the Qur’ānic sentence:
“… thus were they used to being deluded” is made clear, for the Arabic word: originally

means: ‘the change of real feature and declining from Truth, and because of their

peculiar condition in purgatory, this group have naturally remained far from realities

.and cannot discriminate the length of the time of their staying in purgatory

Regarding to what was said in the above, there seems no need to pose the long

discussions of a group of commentators who explain why the guilty ones tell

intentionally lies on the Hereafter Day, since, in this stage, there is no reference of

.their intentional falsehood in the verse

Of course, in other verses of the holy Qur’ān, there are seen some examples

concerning the lie and falsehood of the guilty on the Day of Resurrection the answer

of which has been given in detail when commenting on Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6, verse

187, but this discussion does not relate to the subject of the discussion concerning

.these verses

****
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نَومُلَْعتَ مُْتنکُ لاَ  مْکَُّنکَِلوَ  ثِْعبَْلا  مُوْیَ  اذَهَفَ  ثِْعبَْلا  مِوْیَ  یَلإِ  هَِّللا  بِاتَکِ  یِف  مُْتْثِبَل  دْقََل  نَامَیلإِاوَ  مَْلعِْلا  اوُتوُا  نَیذَِّلا  لَاقَوَ  } 56{

And those who have been given knowledge and faith will say (to the guilty); . “ 56
‘certainly you have tarried according to Allah’s Book till the Day of Resurrection, so

’.” this is the Day of Resurrection, but you did not know

Commentary, verse: 56

Knowledge and faith are two great Divine gifts which are bestowed on men: “… who

 …”. have been given knowledge and faith

This holy verse also reiterates the response of the aware believers to the words of

unaware guilty who have no proper information about the situation of purgatory and

:Hereafter. It says

And those who have been given knowledge and faith will say (to the guilty); ‘certainly“
you have tarried according to Allah’s Book till the Day of Resurrection, so this is the

’.” Day of Resurrection, but you did not know

Mentioning the word of knowledge before the word faith in the holy verse is for the

.sake that knowledge is the foundation of faith

The application of the Qur’ānic phrase /fī kitāb-i-llāh/ (according to Allah’s Book) may

refer to the genetic Book, or to the heavenly Book, or both of them. It means it was by

the genetic and religious command of Allah (s.w.t.) that they were determined to

remain in purgatory for such a length of time and then be mustered on the Day of

.Resurrection
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As for the purpose of /’allaŏīna ’ūtul ‘il mawal ’īmān/ (those who have been given

knowledge and faith) that who they are, some commentators have said that it points

to the Divine angels who have both knowledge and faith, while some others have said

.that it refers to the aware believers; and the second interpretation is more apparent

Some authentic Islamic narrations indicate that it has been rendered into the progeny

of Hadrat Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.), the Immaculate Imams (a.s.) which is of the

.statement of clear extensions and it does not confine the vast meaning of the verse

This point is also necessary to be mentioned that some commentators believe that

the dialogue between these two groups about ‘purgatory’, that one of them imagines

its time as long as one hour and the next one knows its real amount of time originates

from this point that since the first group are waiting for the Divine punishment they

are willing that it can be postponed more and they consider the distances short

though they are very long. But the second group, who are waiting for Paradise and its

(bounties knowingly, see this distance long.(1

****
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نَوُبتَْعتَسُْی مْهُ  لاَوَ  مْهُُترَذِْعمَ  اومُلَظَ  نَیذَِّلا  عُفَنیَ  َّلا  ذٍِئمَوْیَفَ  } 57{

So on that Day their excuse shall not profit those who did injustice, nor will they be . “ 57
.” allowed to make amends

Commentary, verse: 57

The man’s fate and the manner of his presence in Hereafter is in pledge of his own

deed. Of course, repentance and apology are effective only in this world, and in the

.Hereafter such things are not useful

The Arabic term /yusta‘tabūn/ (to make amends) is derived from /‘utbah/ with the

sense of distress and when it is used in this Arabic form it means repentance and the

.distress being dismissed

However, when the guilty confront the painful facts of the Hereafter, they try to

:repent and apologize, but the Holy Qur’ān says

, …” So on that Day their excuse shall not profit those who did injustice“

This matter is noteworthy that some verses of the Qur’ān indicate that the guilty will

never be allowed to apologize, for example, it says: “Nor will it be open to them to put

forth excuse,”(1) but here it says: “… their excuse shall not profit …” which apparently

.means that they will apologize but it will not be useful

Of course, there is not any contradiction between these verses, because Hereafter

has different stages. In some stages they are never allowed to apologize or even

speak and their mouths will be sealed and only their hands, feet, and limbs, as
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well as the land on which they have committed sins, will speak about their deeds,
while in some other stages their tongue will be relieved and they apologize, but it will

.not profit them

One of their apologies is that they put their own sins on the shoulder of the chiefs of

disbelief and hypocrisy. They will tell them: “…Has it not been for you, we should

certainly have been believers.”(1) But in answer to them, in Hereafter, they will say: “…

(Was it we who kept you back from guidance after it reached you? …”(2

And sometimes in the state of apology they try to accuse Satan for their own

deviation and they will blame him for his temptations. But Satan answers them: “…

therefore, do not blame me, but blame yourselves …”(3)Satan says: he did not force

.them to do any things, he only invited them friendly and they accepted it, too

****
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نَوُلطِْبُم َّلاإِ  مُْتنأَ  نْإِ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنَلوقُیََّل  هٍیَاَِب  مهُتَْئجِ  نِئَلوَ  لٍثَمَ    ِ لّکُ نِم  نِاءَرْقُْلا  اذَهَ  یِف  سِاَّنلِل  انَْبرَضَ  دْقََلوَ  } 58{

And indeed We have set forth for the people in this Qur’ān, every kind of . “ 58
similitude, and if you bring unto them a sign, certainly those who disbelieve will say:

’.” ‘You are naught but follow falsehood

Commentary, verse: 58

Qur’ān is a book of guidance containing some similitudes. This method is of the best

.ways of expressing the facts. That is why Allah has set forth them in different fields

Of course, the materials of the Holy Qur’ān are the cause of completing the

argument, and he who understands the truth, and the argument is made clear to him,
.surely his excuse is not accepted any more

However, Allah has brought forth every kind of similitude for people in the Holy

Qur’ān. He has repeatedly stated some promises and threats, enjoinments and

prohibitions, glad tidings and warnings, extroversive signs and introversive signs,
proofs upon Origin and Resurrection, news of unseen, and, in short, about everything

.that may affect positively in men’s selves

In fact, the Holy Qur’ān, in general, and Sura Ar-Room, in particular, is a fairly

collection of awakening subjects for every group of people and for any form of

.thought and belief

The Qur’ān is a collection of instructive lessons, ethical matters, practical programs

and ideological affairs in a way that all possible methods for influencing in man’s
.thought and inviting them to the path of happiness have been used
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Yet, there are some people that none of these issues affect their dark and black

hearts. That is why any verse or sign which is brought for them upon the truth, these

disbelievers will say that you are followers of falsehood and these things are some

:baseless affairs. The verse in this regard says

And indeed We have set forth for the people in this Qur’ān, every kind of similitude,“
and if you bring unto them a sign, certainly those who disbelieve will say: ‘You are

’.” naught but follow falsehood

The application of the Qur’ānic term /mubtilūn/ here is an inclusive meaning which

encompasses all the undue labels and attributions of the polytheists: the attribution of

falsehood, sorcery, insanity the superstitious fables, and fair tales, each of which is a
feature from the false features. Yes, they always accused the Divine prophets to one

of these things in order to make the pure hearted people neglectful by them for a few

.days

The addressee in the word /’antum/ (you) may be the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the

true believers, or it may refer to all of the adherents of the Truth and the whole Divine

prophets and leaders, since this group of obstinate disbelievers opposed the whole

.adherents of this school of thought

****
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نَومُلَْعیَلاَ نَیذَِّلا  بِوُلُق  یلَعَ  هَُّللا  عُبَطْیَ  کَِلذَکَ  } 59{

.” Thus does Allah set a seal on the hearts of those who do not know . “ 59

Commentary, verse: 59

This is the verse which states clearly the reason of this group’s opposition. It clearly

implies that this impenetrability and limitless enmity against any reality is for the sake

that they have lost their sense of recognition and comprehension as the result of

:multiplicity of sin and obstinacy and understand nothing at all. Yes, the verse says

.” Thus does Allah set a seal on the hearts of those who do not know“

The Arabic word /yatba‘u/ is derived from /tab‘/ in the sense of ‘to seal’. It refers to the

action that both in the past and present time it has been common that, in order that

something can remain intact and that no one absolutely interferes in it, its door is

firmly fastened and, after putting some material on it, the lock or tie on its door is

sealed. It is evident that opening its door is impossible except by breaking that seal,
.and this is an action which will be divulged soon

The Qur’ān uses this clear meaning ironically pointing to the impenetrable hearts and

those who have entirely lost their conscience, awareness, and safe and sound

.intellect so that there is no hope for their guidance

It is noteworthy that in the former verses knowledge was introduced as the

foundation of Faith, and in this holy verse ignorance is the foundation of disbelief (and

(. the lack of submission before the truth

****
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نَوُنِقوُیلاَ نَیذَِّلا  کََّنَّفخِتَسْیَ  لاَوَ  ٌّقحَ  هَِّللا  دَعْوَ  َّنإِ  رِْبصْافَ  } 60{

So be patient, verily the promise of Allah is True, and let not those who have no . “ 60
.” certainty hold you in light estimation

Commentary, verse: 60

Sura Ar-Room began with the prophecy of victory and ended with the promise of Allah

.(s.w.t.) to the triumphant of the Truth

This is the last verse of Sura Ar-Room and contains two important instructions and

one great glad tiding for the holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) in order to invite him to

steadfastness in this constant struggle against these ignorant and very obstinate

.persons

At first, it implicitly says: now that the case is like that, he (p.b.u.h.) should be patient

against all these events, the whole harms, hindrances, and undue accusations,
because patience and perseverance is the main key to victory. The verse begins

:saying

, …” So be patient“

Then, in order to encourage the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in this way more than before, it

:adds

, …” verily the promise of Allah is True “… 

Allah has promised the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the believers to be victorious, to have

the vicar of Allah on the earth, the triumph of Islam against paganism, the light

against darkness, and knowledge against ignorance, and that this promise will

.actually be fulfilled

The Qur’ānic word /wa‘d/ here refers to the numerous promises of the Qur’ān about

.the victory of the believers
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Among those victories is what is mentioned in this very Sura, verse 47 where it says:
.” “… and helping the believers is ever incumbent on Us

Sura Qāfir, No. 40, verse 51 also says: “We will, without doubt, help Our messengers

and those who believe, (both) in this world’s life and on the Day when the witnesses

will stand forth.” And Also in Sura Al-Mā’idah, No. 5, verse 56, it says: “… Surely the

.” party of Allah are triumphant

The second command is the instruction of having control over the nerves, and

protecting the coolness and calmness in this hard and continued struggle. Then the

:holy verse continues saying

.” and let not those who have no certainty hold you in light estimation “… 

Your duty is that you should have patience, tolerance, further forbearance, and

keeping the coolness which is worthy to be in a leader to stand against these kind of

.persons

The Qur’ānic term /lā yastaxifannaka/ is derived from /xiffat/ in the sense of lightness.
That is, you must stand so heavy, firm, and steadfast that they cannot consider you

light and cause you to move. You must stand firm in your way because they have no

.certainty, while you are the centre of certainty and Faith

As it was said before, this Sura started with promise of believers’ triumphant against

the enemies and ends with the promise of victory, too, but its main condition is

.counted patience and perseverance

****
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O’ Allah! Bestow on us such a patience and perseverance that the storms of

.difficulties and terrible events would never shake us

O’ Allah! We refuge to Your Pure Essence that we may be among those in whose

.hearts do not affect admonitions, advices, and exhortations

O’ Allah! The enemies are organized and united, and they are equipped with kinds of

satanic weapons. We ask You the victory against our outward enemies and inward

!Satans. Amin, O The Lord of the Worlds

****

The End of Sura Ar-Room
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Sura Luqmān

Point

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

(Luqmān)

(No. 31 (Revealed at Mecca

Verses in 4 Sections 34

:The Feature of the Sura

This is one of Meccan Suras, and it is called Luqmān because of the existence of

Luqmān’s name in this Sura. It is among the sixth Suras which begin with abbreviated

.letters: A.L.M

:The content of Sura Luqmān can be summarized briefly in the following instances

The statement of the greatness and importance of the Holy Qur’ān concerning the - 1
.guidance of humankind

The division of human beings into the benevolent and the tyrant, and the statement - 2
.of their fate

.The advice and wise teachings of Luqmān to his son - 3

.The reasons for the Faith in Origin and Resurrection - 4

The statement of Allah’s particular knowledge, such as: the time of every one’s - 5
.death and the time of the occurrence of Resurrection
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:The Virtue of the Sura

We recite in a tradition narrated from Imam Muhammad Bāqir (a.s.) that he said:
“Whoever recites Sura Luqmān at night Allah ordains thirty angels to protect him

during the night until morning from Satan and his army, and if he recites it in daytime

(these angels protect him from Satan and his army until evening.”(1

We have repeatedly said, and now we emphatically say again, that the recitation of a
Sura as the cause of these many virtues, divine rewards, and honour is for the sake

that recitation is a preliminary for contemplation, and a thinking which in turn is a

preliminary for action. Therefore, we must not expect those abundant virtues for a

.mere recitation

****
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Sura Luqmān

(Luqmān)

(No. 31, (Revealed at Mecca

verses in 4 Sections 34

Section 1

Point

Qur’ān, a Guidance and Mercy

for the Righteous

Qur’ān, a Guidance and Mercy for the righteous – The genuine believers in Allah

described – the faithful alone shall be successful – A disgraced chastisement for the

disbelievers – those who believe in Allah and do good, shall be rewarded with a blissful

.abode to abide therein for ever

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

ملا } 1{

مِیکِحَْلا بِاتَکِْلا  تُایَاءَ  کَْلِت  } 2{

نَیِنسِحْمُْل هًمَحْرَوَ لِّ- يدًهُ  } 3{

نَوُنِقوُی مْهُ  هِرَخِلأَاِب  مهُوَ  هَاکََّزلا  نَوُتؤُْیوَ  هَلاََّصلا  نَومُیقُِی  نَیذَِّلا  } 4{

’.” Alif, ‘A’, Lām, ‘L’, Mīm ‘M . “ 1

.” These are the verses of the Book of Wisdom . “ 2

,” A guidance and a mercy for the righteous ones . “ 3
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Those who establish prayer and pay the poor-rate and they are certain of the . “ 4
.” Hereafter

Commentary, verses: 1-4

Twenty nine Suras of the Qur’ān begin with abbreviated letters in twenty four of

which the greatness of the Qur’ān has been stated after those letters which denote

that this Qur’ān has been compiled out of these very letters that are before you, but

none of you can bring the like of it. It contains such a high and great content that

.practicing it may totally change the man’s fate

Most of writers have not find their books empty of deficiency and, therefore, have

apologized to the readers for those deficiencies and faults and they do accept the

new suggestions and proper critics, but it is only Allah who, concerning His Book,
explicitly says: “The Book of Wisdom. It is a firm and unchangeable Book which has no

:deficiency and defect in it.” Therefore, next to the abbreviated letters, it says

.” These are the verses of the Book of Wisdom“

The word /tilka/ in Arabic is used for a distanced thing and, as it has repeatedly been

said, this application is specially metonymy and refers to the greatness and

.importance of these verses, as if they were in high skies and in a very far point

The Arabic word /kitāb/ (Book) here being qualified by the Qur’ānic term /hakīm/
(wisdom) is either for the firmness of its content, because by no means falsehood

penetrates in it, and it is aloof of any superstition, and it says naught but the Truth,
and it does not invite save to the Truth. It is exactly
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(opposite to /lahwul hadīθ/ (idle talk) which will be dealt with in later verses.(1

Or it is in the sense that this Qur’ān is like a wise learned man who, in his silence,
usually speaks with thousand different tongues, instructs others, admonishes,
encourages, warns, tells instructive stories and, shortly speaking, possesses wisdom

and statement with complete meaning. This introductory meaning has a direct

.relation with the words of Luqmān, the wise, which are referred to in this Sura

Of course, there is no problem that both of the meanings of /hikmat/ are meant in the

.above verse

:The next verse states the ultimate aim of the descent of the Qur’ān by saying

,” A guidance and a mercy for the righteous ones“

Guidance’ is, in fact, an early preparation for Allah’s mercy, because, at first an alert‘
man finds the fact under the light of the Qur’ān and believes in it and then he uses it in
his actions and after that he will be involved in the endless Divine bounties and His All-

.Embracing Mercy

It is noteworthy that here the Holy Qur’ān is counted as the source of guidance and

mercy for the righteous and at the beginning of Sura An-Naml, No. 27, verse 2, the

Qur’ān implies it is the source of guidance and glad tidings for the believers: “A

guidance and glad tidings for the believers”, and at the beginning of Sura Al-Baqarah,
”. No. 2 verse 2, it qualifies the Qur’ān as: “… a guidance to the pious ones

This very difference of statements may be for the sake that without piety and

righteousness the soul of submission and accepting the facts will not become active in
.man and naturally there will not be any guidance for him
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Next to this stage, i.e. the stage of accepting the truth, there comes forth the stage of

being faithful in which, besides ‘guidance’, the glad tidings to Divine bounties will also

.exist

And when we pass the stages of piety and faith, we reach the stage of righteous deed

.where the mercy of Allah will be added

Thus, the above mentioned verse reiterates three stages of development of the

servants of Allah one after another: the stage of accepting the truth, the stage of

having faith, and the stage of righteous action, and in these three stages the Qur’ān is
(sequentially the source of: “guidance”, “glad tidings”, and “mercy”/ (Be careful

****

:The next holy verse qualifies the righteous ones with three qualifications. It says

Those who establish prayer and pay the poor-rate and they are certain of the“
.” Hereafter

Their link with Allah is through prayer, with the servants of Allah by means of paying

poor-rate, and their certainty to the court of Judgment in Hereafter is a powerful

.motive for avoiding from sin and for fulfilling the duties

****
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نَوحُِلْفمُْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوْأُوَ  مْهِ  -ِ بّرَ نِم  يدهُ  یلَعَ  کَِئَلوْأُ  } 5{

These are on (true) guidance from their Lord, and they are the ones who are . “ 5
.” successful

Commentary, verse: 5

The Divine guidance is bestowed on the righteous ones, because guidance relates to

the dignity of Lordship. Of course, felicity belongs to those who establish prayer, give

.poor-rate, and are certain of the Hereafter

:However, the Qur’ān explains the end of the righteous as follows

These are on (true) guidance from their Lord, and they are the ones who are“
.” successful

The first sentence of the verse, from one side, shows that their guidance has been

guaranteed from the side of their Lord and, from other side, the application of the

word /‘alā/ (on) in this verse is an evidence for this fact that as if guidance were for

.them as a calm and level mount on which they are riding and have mastered it

By this explanation, the difference between this guidance and the guidance

mentioned at the beginning of the Sura is made clear, because the first guidance is

the very preparation of accepting the truth, and this guidance is the program of

.reaching the destination

By the way, the Qur’ānic sentence: “They are the ones who are successful” which,
according to the Arabic literature is a reference for its restriction, shows that the only

way of felicity is this way which is the way of the good doers, the way of those who

are in relation with Allah and the servants of
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.Allah, and the way of those who have a perfect faith in both Origin and Resurrection

At the end, it is understood from this verse that felicity is gained by the success and

guidance of Allah (s.w.t.) which is, of course, given to man because of his effort and

endeavour, too, as, in another occurrence, the Qur’ān says: “And those who strive

hard for Us, We will certainly guide them in Our way, and verily Allah is with the good

(doers.”(1

****
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نٌیهُِم بٌاذَعَ  مْهَُل  کَِئَلوْأُ  اًوزُهُ  اهَذَخَِّتیَوَ  مٍْلعِ  رِْیغَِب  هَِّللا  لِیِبسَ  نعَ  َّلضُِیِل  ثِیدِحَْلا  وَهَْل  يرِتَشْیَ  نمَ  سِاَّنلا  نَِموَ  } 6{

And there are, among men, those who purchase idle talk to lead (others) astray . “ 6
from the way of Allah without knowledge, and to take it in mockery; for these shall be

.” a disgracing chastisement

Commentary, verse: 6

To invest capital for cultural attack and struggling against the truth surely has a long

and vast precedent. Whatever exists opposite to wisdom is idle and it is a hinder for

.reaching to perfection

The Occasion of Revelation, verse: 6

Some of the commentators have said that the verses under discussion are revealed

about ‘Nadr-ibn-i-Hārith’. He was a merchant who used to travel to Iran and

sometimes it happened that he told the Iranian stories for the members of Quraysh.
He said: “If Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) reiterates the story life of ‘Ād and Thamūd, I

reiterate the stories of Rustam and ’Isfandiyār, the news of Kasrā and the kings of

non-Arab. Thus, people used to gather around him and they abandoned listening to

.the recitation of the Qur’ān

Some other commentators have said that these verses of the Qur’ān have been sent

down about a man who had bought a maid-servant who could sing songs. All days and

.nights she sang for him and caused him to neglect the remembrance of Allah
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After mentioning this occasion of revelation, the Late Tabarsī says: “The tradition

which has been narrated from the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in this regard confirms the

above occasion of revelation, because he (p.b.u.h.) said: ‘Teaching music to maid-
servant singers is unlawful, and bargaining them as well as Profit gained from it is

unlawful, too. The reference to this (matter) is mentioned in the Book of Allah (where

it says): ‘And there are, among men, those who purchase idle talk to lead (others)
’ …’” astray from the way of Allah without knowledge

However, the words in this holy verse are about a group of people who use their

capitals for vanity and leading others astray by which they buy the wretchedness in
:this world and the next for themselves. At first, it says

And there are, among men, those who purchase idle talk to lead (others) astray from“
; …” the way of Allah without knowledge, and to take it in mockery

:Then, at the end of the verse, it adds

.” for these shall be a disgracing chastisement “… 

Purchasing idle talks and falsehood is either in this manner that they really earn

superstitious and false fables by giving money, like that that we studied in the story of

.Nadr-ibn-i-Hārith

Or it is in this way that for arranging some meetings of vanity, singing, and falsehood

they buy some maid-servant singers, as was said in the occasion of revelation

.(. through the tradition of the Prophet (p.b.u.h

Or they spend wealth in any way or form that by which they get this unlawful aim, i.e.
.the false and idle talks

It is surprising that these blind hearted persons bought the false and idle matters for

the dearest price, but they used to
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.ignore the Divine verses and wisdom that Allah had given them without money

This probability also exists that the word ‘purchase’ has an ironical meaning and its

.purpose is any kind of struggle and effort for reaching this aim

The Arabic phrase /lahwul hadīθ/ (idle talk) has such a vast meaning that envelops any

kind of talks or amusing musical songs which drive man into idleness or aberration,
whether they are from the sort of lascivious music, sounds, and songs, or the words

that, not by the way of tune, but by means of its content drive man towards vanity

and mischief; or by means of both of them; like love poetry and songs of the ordinary

singers that both their content and tune are perverse; or like the superstitious stories

and fables which cause people to deviate from the Divine straight way cause their

.deviation

Or the ridiculous statements which are said with the purpose of dismissing the truth

and weakening the basis of Faith, like what is narrated from Abūjahl and his

companions who, addressing the Quraysh, said to them: “Do you want me to feed you

from Zaqqūn by which Muhammad threatens us?” Then he ordered his men to

provide some butter and date and said that it was that very ‘Zaqqūm’; and thus he

.used to mock the noble verses of Allah

However, the Qur’ānic phrase: /lahw-ul-hadīθ/ (idle talk) has a vast meaning which

encompasses all of these senses and the like of them, and if some particular Islamic

narrations, or the words of the commentators have emphasized on one of them, it

.does never indicate to the restriction of the concept of the verse

The auspicious traditions narrated by the way of Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) contain some

.points which refer to the same vastness of the concept of this term, too
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Among them is a tradition from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in which he has said: “The session of

/qinā’/ is a session that Allah does not look at its people (and He does not bestow His

mercy on them) and this is (the extension of what Allah, the Almighty and Glorious,
has said: ‘And there are, among men, those who purchase idle talk to lead (others)

(astray from the way of Allah …’.”(1

The application of the Qur’ānic phrase /lahwul-hadīθ/ (idle talk) instead of saying /’al-
hadīθ-ul-lahw/ may refer to this fact that their main aim is that very vanity, and ‘talk’

.is a means for reaching it

The Qur’ānic sentence “to lead (others) astray from the way of Allah” also has a vast

meaning which involves both ‘to lead mentally astray, such that was said in the story

of Nadr-ibn-i-Hārith and Abūjahl, and to lead ethically astray, such that the above

.traditions about ‘singing songs’ indicate

The Qur’ānic phrase /biqayr-i-‘ilm/ (without knowledge) points to the fact that this

misleading and deviated group do not believe even in their own false school either,
but they follow only ignorance and blind imitations. They are some ignorant persons

.who cause others to be afflicted with their ignorance, too

This meaning is in the case that we count the phrase ‘without knowledge’ as a quality

for ‘those who lead others astray’, while some other commentators have also said

that it may be a quality for ‘those who are led astray’, that is, they unknowingly lead

.some ignorant persons to deviation and falsehood

These unaware people go further than this, too; i.e., they do not suffice to only the

amusing and neglecting aspects of these issues, but they use their vain and idle talks

as a means
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for mocking the verses of Allah, and this is the same thing that the Qur’ān points to at

, …” the end of the above verse by saying: “… and to take it in mockery

The word ‘chastisement’, here is qualified by the word ‘disgracing’ for the reason that

punishment should be equivalent with the crime. They disgraced the Divine verses,
and then Allah has also appointed a chastisement for them which is both painful and

.disgracing

At the end, Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “Profane singing is among the sins for which Allah

has promised the (Hell) Fire”, and then he recited the verse under discussion.(1)
Therefore, profane singing is one of the great sins, since a great sin is the sin for

.which punishment has been promised in the Qur’ān

****
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مٍیِلأَ بٍاذَعَِب  هُرْ  -ِ شّبَفَ اًرْقوَ  هِْیَنذُُا  یِف  َّنأَکَ  اهَْعمَسْیَ  مَّْل  ناَکَ  اًرِبکْتَسُْم  یَّلوَ  انَُتایَاءَ  هِْیلَعَ  یلَْتُت  اذَإِوَ  } 7{

And when Our signs are recited to him, he turns back proudly as if he had not heard . “ 7
them, as though in his ears were a heaviness, therefore give him the tidings of a

.” painful chastisement

Commentary, verse: 7

.Listening to the idle talks removes the man’s receptivity for accepting the truth

The Arabic word /waqr/ means: ‘heavy load, burden’; the persons with personality and

.reverence are called ‘venerate’, too

This holy verse points to the reaction of this group before the verses of Allah. In fact, it
:compares it with their reaction before /lahwul-hadīθ/ (idle talk), and says

And when Our signs are recited to him, he turns back proudly as if he had not heard“
them, as though in his ears were a heaviness, therefore give him the tidings of a

.” painful chastisement

The application of the Arabic phrase: /wallā mustakbiran/ (he turns back proudly)
refers to this point that his turning back is not only for bothering his worldly profits and

desires, but it is beyond this and the motive of pride and haughtiness before Allah and

.the verses of Allah, which is the greatest sin, exists in his deeds, too

It is interesting that it says: “… he turns back proudly, as if he had not heard them …”
and he passes by it completely heedlessly. Then the Qur’ān implicitly adds that not

only he
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does not hear these verses but also as if he were deaf and heard no word. The

punishment of such persons is also appropriate to their deeds. In the same manner

that their deed was painful for the people of truth, Allah has appointed their

.punishment painful, too, and gives them a painful chastisement

It is also necessary to note this point that the application of the Arabic word /baššir/
(give glad tidings), concerning the Divine painful chastisement, agrees with the action

of the proud ones who used to mock the verses of Allah and rendered Zaqqūm of the

.Hell into butter and date

****
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مِیعَِّنلا تُاَّنجَ  مْهَُل  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  } 8{

مُیکِحَْلا زُیزِعَْلا  وَهُوَ  اًقّحَ  هَِّللا  دَعْوَ  اهَیفَ  نَیدِِلاخَ  } 9{

Verily those who believe and do righteous deeds, for them are the gardens of . “ 8
,” Bliss

.” To dwell therein; the promise of Allah is true, and He is the Mighty, the Wise . “ 9

Commentary, verses: 8-9

Concerning the previous verses where it was said that with their vain words people

used to try to lead astray the followers of the truth. By having a proud mood and by

means of not listening to the heavenly verses, they used to mock the believers. In this

verse, Allah consoles on the believers by giving the glad tidings of the bounties of

.Paradise and that Paradise is particular to the believers who do righteousness

Therefore, the disgrace and mockery of the proud ones compensate with the

promises and glad tidings of Allah to the true believers. Another thing is that the pride

and aversion of the opponents is temporary, while the reward of the believers is

.eternal

Yes, contrast to the faithless tyrants and blind-hearted misleaders, who neither see

the affects of Allah in the world nor hearken to the words of the messengers of Allah,
the believers by means of vigilant intellect, seeing eyes, and hearing ears that Allah

has bestowed on them, believe in the Divine verses and use them in their righteous

deeds both. How interesting is this that those people had ‘painful chastisement’ and

:these believers have ‘the gardens of Bliss’. The verse says
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,” Verily those who believe and do righteous deeds, for them are the gardens of Bliss“

****

This is more important than this is that these gardens of bliss are eternal for them and

they will abide in them for ever. And this is the certain promise of Allah, a true promise.
:The verse says

, …” To dwell therein; the promise of Allah is true“

Allah never gives a false promise, nor is He impotent to fulfil His promise, because, as

:the holy verse continues, it clearly says

.” and He is the Mighty, the Wise “… 

This point is also noteworthy that, concerning their pride, the word ‘chastisement’ is
mentioned in singular form, but concerning the believers who do righteous deeds, the

word ‘gardens’ is mentioned which is in plural form, because the mercy of Allah

(. always precedes His Wrath (punishment

The emphasis on eternity and Divine promise are also emphasis on the increase of

mercy comparing punishment. The Qur’ānic term /na‘īm/ is derived from /ni‘mat/ and

has a vast scope of meaning which envelops all kinds of material and spiritual

bounties, even the bounties that are not perceptible for us, the prisoners of the prison

.” of the body in this world. Rāqib in Mufradāt says: “Bliss means ‘plenty of bounty

****
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ءًآمَ ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  انَْلزَنأَوَ  هٍَّبآدَ    ِ لّکُ نِم  اهَیِف  َّثَبوَ  مْکُِب  دَـیمِتَ  نأَ  یَسـِاوَرَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  یقَْلأَوَ  اهـََنوْرَتَ  دٍمـَعَ  رِْیغَِب  تِاوَامـََّسلا  قَلَخَ  } 10{
مٍیرِکَ جٍوْزَ    ِ لّکُ نِم  اهَیِف  انَْتبَْنأَفَ 

He created the heavens without any pillars as you see them; and He cast . “ 10
mountains on the earth lest it shakes with you, and He spread in it of every kinds of

animals; and We sent down water from the heaven, then We caused to grow therein

.” (vegetables) of every noble kind in pairs

Commentary, verse: 10

In this verse a few examples of the miracles of the Qur’ān, belonging to the time

when man could not even imagine them, are clearly pointed out. One of them is the

unseen pillars of the settlement of the planets and stars in the sky, i.e., the gravity

power and centrifugal force, the two forces that are the secret of the rotation of the

globes in their orbits. Another miracle is pointing to the settlement of the mountains

for the protection of the earth from being shaken and, also, pointing to the law of

:conjugality in plants; so, the verse says

; …” He created the heavens without any pillars as you see them“

The Arabic word /‘amad/ which is the plural form of /‘amūd/ in the sense of ‘pillar’, and

qualifying it with the term /taraunahā/ (as you see them) is an evidence that heavens

have not some visible pillars. The concept of this sentence is that the heavens do have

some pillars but they are not visible. As it was formerly pointed out in the commentary

,of Sura Ar-Ra‘d, this meaning is a smooth indication to the law of polarization
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which like a very strong pillar, but not visible, practically holds the heavenly planets in
.their proper places

This meaning has been stipulated in the tradition that Hussayn-ibn-Khālid has

narrated from Imam Ali-ibn-Mūsar-Ridā (a.s.), who said: “Glory be to Allah, did Allah

(s.w.t.) not say: ‘Without any pillars as you see them’?” The addressee answered

(positively and he (a.s.) said: “There are some pillars but you do not see them.”(1

However, the above mentioned holy sentence is one of the scientific miracles of the

.Qur’ān the explanation of which has been stated in Sura Ar-Ra‘d, No. 13, verse 2

:Then the Qur’ān refers to the philosophy of the creation of mountains. It says

, …” and He cast mountains on the earth lest it shakes with you “… 

This verse, some like of which are found in the Qur’ān, shows that mountains are

some means of stability for the earth. This fact, however, has also been scientifically

proved today that, in numerous respects, mountains are the cause of stability of the

:earth

In this respect that their roots are jointed together and, like strong armour, protect

the earth against the pressures originated from the inner heat of it. If they were not,
.the destructive earth-quakes were so abundant that they might not let man live on it

And in this respect that this strong cover of the earth resists against the gravity of the

moon and that of the sun in a way that if the mountains did not exist a great tide could

come into being over the ground that was not unlike the flow and ebb of the seas and

.could make life impossible for man

And in this respect that it breaks the pressure of storms and decreases the contact of

the surrounding air of the earth, at
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the time of its rotation, to the least, and if they did not exist the surface of the earth,
.like dry salt deserts, would be the field of fatal winds and destructive storms

Now that the bounty of calmness of the heavens by their unseen pillars and the

calmness of the earth by mountains have been provided, there come the turn of the

creation of living creatures and their calmness that they can step in the field of life in a
:calm environment. The verse continues saying

; …” and He spread in it of every kinds of animals “… 

The application of the Qur’ānic phrase /minkullidābbah/ is an indication to the variety

of life and living in different features among which are the very small living creatures

through our environment that can not be ordinarily seen with normal eyes, to the

.gigantic animals whose greatness causes man to feel horror

Also, each group of moving creatures are in different colours and in completely

various features. Those animals that live by water and those that live by air, birds,
creepers, kinds of insects and the like of them have different worlds for themselves

.and they reflect the subject of life in hundreds of thousand forms

But it is evident that these moving creatures need both water and food, then through

:next sentences the Qur’ān points to these two things. It says

and We sent down water from the heaven, then We caused to grow therein “… 
.” (vegetables) of every noble kind in pairs

Thus, the verse refers to the main means of the life of all creatures specially man,
which is water and plants. There is a table stretched all over the earth with various

foods. That, from the point of creation, each of them is a proof upon the greatness

.and power of Allah
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It is noteworthy that in stating the creation of the first three items, the Arabic verbs

are said in the form of third person singular, but when it speaks about the descent of

rain and the growth of vegetables, the Arabic verbs are stated in plural form, and it
says: “… We sent down water from the heaven, then We caused to grow therein

(vegetable) …” This itself is one of the arts of eloquence that at the time of mentioning

different affairs the meanings are stated in two or more various forms so that the

listener feels no fatigue. Moreover, this style of statement shows that the descent of

.rain and the growth of plants have been particularly regarded

This verse points to the conjugality in the world of plants once more, and this is also

one of scientific miracles of the Qur’ān, because at that time the conjugality (the

existence of male and female) in the world of plants had not been vastly proved, and

the Qur’ān revealed it. (Some more explanation about this subject can be studied in
(the commentary of Sura Ash-Shu‘arā’, No. 26, verse 7

By the way, the Arabic word /karīm/ (noble) used as an attribute for the pairs of plants,
.points to the kinds of merits that exist in them

****
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نٍیِبُّم لٍلاَضَ  یِف  نَومُِلاَّظلا  لَِب  هِِنودُ  نِم  نَیذَِّلا  قَلَخَ  اذَامَ  یِنورُاَفَ  هَِّللا  قُْلخَ  اذَهَ  } 11{

This is Allah’s creation, but show me* what those besides Him have created. Nay! . “ 11
.” The unjust are in a manifest straying

Commentary, verse: 11

One of the ways of knowing of Allah is comparing His power and others’ power. Those

who go to other than Allah are both misguided and unjust. “… The unjust are in a

.” manifest straying

However, next to mentioning the greatness of Allah in the world of creation and some

different features of creation, the Qur’ān addresses the polytheists and calls them to

:account. It says

. …” This is Allah’s creation, but show me what those besides Him have created“

It is certain that they could not claim that any of the creatures of this world was

created by idols. Therefore, they confessed the Unity of Creative power, then, how

could they justify polytheism in worship, when ‘Unity of Creative power’ is an

evidence for Unity of Divinity and Oneness of the administrator of the world, which in
(turn is the evidence for Unity of worship?(1
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However, at the end of the verse the Qur’ān considers their action as injustice and

:straying when it says

.” Nay! The unjust are in a manifest straying “…. 

We know that ‘injustice’ has a vast scope of meaning which involves putting every

thing in other than its place. And since the polytheists considered worship, and

sometimes the administration of the world, related to idols, they committed the

.greatest injustice and error

By the way, the above interpretation is a tender hint to the relation of ‘injustice’ and

‘error’, because when man does not recognize the position of concrete beings in the

world, or he recognizes them but does not observe them and does not see every thing

.in its proper place, this injustice certainly will cause his error and aberration

****
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Section 2: The ethics preached through Luqmān

Point

Reward, respect, and kindness to parents enjoined upon every human being – Ethics

(preached by Luqmān to his son – (meant for mankind as a whole

دٌیمِحَ یٌِنغَ  هََّللا  َّنإِفَ  رَفَکَ  نمَوَ  هِسِْفنَِل  رُکُشْیَ  امََّنإِفَ  رْکُشْیَ  نمَوَ  هَِّلِل  رْکُشْا  نِأَ  هَمَکْحِْلا  نَامَْقُل  انَْیتَاءَ  دْقََلوَ  } 12{

:( And indeed We gave wisdom to Luqmān, (saying . “ 12

Be grateful to Allah; and whoever is grateful, he is only grateful for his own soul; and‘
whoever is ungrateful, (he does no harm to Him) for verily Allah is self sufficient,

.” Praised

Commentary, verse: 12

Point

The preparation of wisdom is obtainable but wisdom itself is not obtainable and it is
.bestowed by Allah

Proportionate to the former discussions about Monotheism and polytheism, the

importance of the Qur’ān, the greatness of the Qur’ān, and the wisdom used in this

heavenly Book, in this verse as well as in a few verses after it, the words are about

Luqmān, the wise, and a part of the important admonitions of this godly wise man

concerning Monotheism, struggle against polytheism, and some important moral

issues. These matters have also been introduced and pointed out in Luqmān’s
.admonitions to his son

These ten admonitions, which have been stated in an interesting way through six

noble verses, contain both some
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ideological matters, and the principles of religious duties and ethical subjects. In later

discussions, we will say who Luqmān was and what qualities he had. But here we only

mention that indications show that he was not a prophet, but he was a pious man free

from vice who had overcome his sensual desires and Allah (s.w.t.) also let some

.springs of knowledge and wisdom flow in his heart

It is sufficient for the greatness of his rank that Allah has set his admonitions in a row

with His Own words and He has mentioned them inside the verses of the Qur’ān. Yes,
when man’s heart is enlightened by the light of wisdom resulted from purity and piety,
the divine words will be uttered by his tongue and he will say the same thing that Allah

.pleases and he thinks in the same way that Allah approves

:Next to this short explanation, we return to the commentary of the verse. Allah says

:( And indeed We gave wisdom to Luqmān, (saying“

Be grateful to Allah; and whoever is grateful, he is only grateful for his own soul; and‘
whoever is ungrateful, (he does no harm to Him) for verily Allah is self sufficient,

.” Praised

Upon the proper definition of the Qur’ānic word /hikmat/ (wisdom) we must say that

there have been mentioned many meanings for it, such as: “Recognition of the

secrets of the world of existence”, “being aware of the facts of the Qur’ān”, “reaching

to the Truth from the point of speech and deed”, and “gnosis of Allah and knowing

”. Him

All these meanings can be gathered with together and for the commentary on the

word ‘wisdom’ it may be said as this: “The wisdom that the Qur’ān speaks about and

Allah has given to Luqmān has been ‘a collection of gnosis, knowledge, pure morals

’. and piety, light, and guidance
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Imam Mūsabn-i-Ja‘far, the seventh Imam, (a.s.) in a tradition upon the commentary

of this holy verse once said to Hishām-ibn-Hakam: “The purpose of /hikmat/ is

(understanding and intellect.”(1

In another tradition, upon the commentary of this verse, Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said:
(“Luqmān knew the Divine Leader of his time.”(2

It is clear that each of these concepts is counted as one of the branches of the vast

.concept of wisdom and they are not in contrast with each other

However, because of having this wisdom, Luqmān thanked his Lord. He knew the aim

of the Divine bounties and their usage. He used to apply them just in the same way

that they had been created for, and this very thing is the meaning of wisdom that:
‘every thing is used in its own place’. Thus, both ‘gratitude’ and ‘wisdom’ end to one

.point

The result of gratitude and ungratefulness for the bounties has been stated in the

verse saying that being grateful is useful for the self of man and being ungrateful is
against him, too, because Allah is self-sufficient. If all creatures thank Him, there will

not be added anything to His greatness, and if the entire world of existence becomes

.ungrateful nothing will be decreased from Him

The Arabic sign ‘L’ in the word /lillah/ is for allocation and this sign in the word /linafsihī/
is for ‘benefit’. Therefore, the benefit of ‘being grateful’, which is the permanence of

bounty, its increase, and the reward in Hereafter, will come to man himself; and,
.similarly, he who is ungrateful will have the result of his own deed
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The Qur’ānic phrase: ‘Self-Sufficient, Praised’ points to this fact that an ordinary

grateful person usually either gives something to the giver of bounty, or if he does not

give him anything, by praising him he elevates his rank among people. But Allah has

not either of these two. He is free from want in front of all beings and He is worthy of

being praised by all. The angels praise Him and all particles of the whole beings are

busy glorifying Him. If a person utters ingratitude by verbal language there will affect

him naught, and at the same time, the particles of his own body are busy praising him

.by none verbal language

It is noteworthy that the Arabic word /yaškur/ (he thanks) is said in simple present

tense which in Arabic shows the continuation of the action, while the word /kafara/ is
stated in past tense in Arabic that denotes to the occurrence of the action even for

one time. This denotes that ingratitude, even for one time, may have some painful

sequels; but thankfulness must be done always and continuously so that one paves

.the path of his development

:Luqmān, the Wise, and His Feature

:There is an explanation about Luqmān in Al-Mīzān a part of which is as follows

The holy Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) once said: ‘Luqmān was not a Divine prophet, but

he was a servant of Allah who contemplated very much, and he truly believed in Allah.
.” Luqmān loved Allah, the Almighty and He loved him, too, and gave him Wisdom

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “Luqmān had not received wisdom for the sake of wealth,
beauty, and lineage, but he was a pious, kin, modest and sympathetic man. If two

persons
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quarrelled and had hostility with each other he would settle reconciliation between

.them

Luqmān used to associate with many learned men. He used to struggle against his

(carnal soul.(1

Luqmān lived a long life and he was contemporary with David, the Divine prophet

(a.s.). Luqmān was one of the close relatives of Hadrat ’Ayyūb (Job) (a.s.). He was

.suggested to be either a governor or a sage and he elected to be a sage, a wise man

Once Luqmān was asked how he gained that rank, and he answered that he obtained

it as the result of trustworthiness, his own truthfulness, and his silence in what was

(not related to him.(2

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said about him: “Luqmān acknowledged the Divine Leader of his

time. Although Allah did not give him a heavenly Book, He gave him something

(equivalent of it, i.e. wisdom.(3

One day the Luqmān’s master wanted him to fetch him the best limb of a lamb and

Luqmān brought the tongue of the lamb to him. Another day he told Luqmān to fetch

him the worst limb of a lamb, and Luqmān brought him again the tongue of the lamb.
When his master asked him about the reason of that action, he answered: “If tongue

moves and speaks in the path of the Truth, it is the best limb of the body, otherwise it
(will be the worst limb.(4

This fact is enough for the greatness of Luqmān that Allah, His Messenger (p.b.u.h.)
.and Immaculate Imams (a.s.) have narrated his admonitions for others

p: 250

Al-Mīzān, the commentary, Vol. 16, P. 346 - 1
Majma‘-ul-Bayān, the Commentary - 2

Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, the Commentary - 3
Kashshāf, the Commentary - 4

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 287 of 733

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_250_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_250_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_250_3
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_250_4
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


:Some Parts of Luqmān’s Admonitions

.If you learn to be polite during your childhood, you will enjoy it when you grow up - 1

Do avoid laziness, and set a part of your lifetime for learning. Do not dispute with - 2
.obstinate persons

Do not dispute with jurist-consults. Do not make friend with mischief-mongers. Do - 3
not take a mischief-monger as your brother; and do not associate with accused

.persons

Be in awe of Allah only and be hopeful of Him. Fear and hope unto Allah should be in - 4
.the same level in your heart

.Do not rely on the world, and consider it as a bridge to pass through it - 5

Beware that in the Hereafter you will be asked of four things: of your youth that in - 6
what way you spent it; of your lifetime that how you ended it; of your wealth that how

.you earned it; and in what way you spent it

.Do not long for what people have, and treat with all people pleasantly - 7

Consult with your fellow-travellers very much, and do divide your travelling - 8
.provision among them

If they consult with you always announce your sympathy sincerely to them. If they - 9
ask you any help or loan assist them; and hearken to the words of the one who is

.elder than you

Establish your prayers on time. Perform the prayer in congregation even at the - 10
(most difficult conditions.(1

.If you are in keeping up prayer, do protect your heart - 11

.If you are busy eating, protect your throat - 12

.If you are among people, protect your tongue - 13
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Do never forget Allah and death, but forget the favour you do to people or the vice - 14
(that others have done against you.(2
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Wisdom, Knowledge, and Worship

Wisdom is an insight which comes into being under the light of the knowledge of Allah

(s.w.t.) and it can be obtained by means of full contemplation upon the whole

.existence and reaching to the truth, light, and piety

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) said: “Wisdom is concept, knowledge, and deep recognition, a

cognition that makes man serve Allah and the heavenly leader and it separates him

from committing great sins.” Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “The peak of wisdom is worship of

(Allah.”(1

Concerning the meaning of this word, Rāqib in Mufradāt says: “Wisdom is reaching the

.” truth by means of knowledge and intellect

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “I am the house of wisdom and Ali is its door. Whoever

(is the seeker of wisdom must enter by this door.”(2

Numerous Islamic traditions have introduced Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) as the gate and the

(key to wisdom.(3

:The Value of Wisdom

One of the duties of the Divine prophets is to teach the Book and wisdom: “… and to

(teach them the Book and the Wisdom.”(4

Wisdom is the match of the heavenly Book. Whoever is bestowed wisdom on, has

been given abundant good. The Qur’ān says: “… and Whoever has been granted

(wisdom, indeed has been given abundant good, …”(5

p: 252

Amālī, by Sadūq, P. 487 - ’ 1
Al-‘Umdah, P. 295 - 2

Bihār, Vol. 23, P. 244 - 3
Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 129 - 4

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 290 of 733

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_252_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_252_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_252_3
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_252_4
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_252_5
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 269 - 5

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 291 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


As some Islamic narrations indicate, wisdom is like a light which settles in man’s soul

(and its effects are seen in his speech and manner.(1

Wisdom is an insight that if it is in a poor person makes him more beloved than a rich

one in the society, and if it is in a very young person, elevates him above the elder

(ones.(2

(Wisdom is a lost article of the believer. …”(3“

Learning wisdom has been so recommended that there has been said: “In the same

manner that you take a precious piece of pearl from among rubbish, you must learn

(wisdom even from the enemy.”(4

A sage person does not stop on superficial and temporary matters; he looks for the

end and sequel of the affairs. He neither conflicts with those superior to him nor

despise those inferior to him. He does not say anything without knowledge, and there

.is not any contradiction in his speech and his manner

A sage does not spoil the bounties of Allah and never goes to vanities. He loves people

as he likes himself, and whatever he wishes for him he desires for them, too. He never

.deceives others

?How Can Wisdom be Obtained

Wisdom is a gift that Allah (s.w.t.) endows on the sincere servants. We read in several

narrations: “Whoever is sincere (in his deed) for Allah during forty days and nights), He

(may makes the springs of wisdom appear from his heart to his tongue.”(5
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Another tradition indicates: “Whoever is pious in the world, and dazzling glares do not

deceive him, Allah will settle wisdom in his spirit.”(1) Protecting the tongue, controlling

the belly and lusts, trustworthiness, courtesy, and abandoning the useless things are

(the fields of the appearance of wisdom.(2

:Some Examples of Wisdom

In Sura Al-’Isrā’, No. 17, verses 22 to 38 Allah has given some commandments and, at

the end, the Qur’ān says: “That (commandment) is of the wisdom (that) your Lord has

:revealed to you …”(3) Some of these commandments are as follows

Monotheism and also avoiding of polytheism; showing kindness to the parents

specially at the age of their senility, and speaking to them with gracious words

accompanied with humility and affection, furnished with good invocation to them are

recommended. He commands us to give to the near of kin his due, and to pay the

Allah’s right to the needy, and the way farer and that we do not squander wastefully.
We must avoid killing offspring, fornication, and approaching the property of the

orphan. We must pay the people’s right to them and give them full measure. We

should not follow that of which we have not knowledge and do not walk around

.exultantly on the earth

Then Allah implicitly says that these commandments are some examples of the Divine

.wisdom

****
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مٌیظِعَ مٌْلظَُل  كَرْ  -ِ شّلا َّنإِ  هَِّللاِب  كْرِشُْت  َّینَُب لاَ  ایَ  هُظُعِیَ  وَهُوَ  هِِنْبلإِ  نُامَْقُل  لَاقَ  ذْإِوَ  } 13{

And (remember) when Luqmān said to his son admonishing him: ‘O my son! Do not . “ 13
’.” associate aught with Allah for verily polytheism is a grievous iniquity

Commentary, verse: 13

Point

Admonition is one of the means of inviting to the Truth and no one is needless of it.
One of the names of the Qur’ān is admonition. Sura Yūnus, No. 10, verse 57 says: “O

mankind! There has come to you an admonition from your Lord …” And, in the books

.of tradition, there is an independent chapter particular to admonitions

Some of the verses of the Qur’ān announce that sometimes the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told

Gabriel to admonish him. Ali (a.s.) also sometimes told some of his companions that

they might admonish him,(1) because there is such an effect in hearing that it does not

(exist in knowing.(2

Next to introducing Luqmān and the rank of his knowledge and wisdom, in this noble

verse, the Qur’ān points to the first admonition of Luqmān. It is the most important

:recommendation to his son, and says

And (remember) when Luqmān said to his son admonishing him: ‘O my son! Do not“
’.” associate aught with Allah for verily polytheism is a grievous iniquity

Luqmān’s wisdom requires that, before anything else, he refers to the most basic

ideological subject, the subject of
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Monotheism, and Monotheism in all its aspects and dimensions. Every destructive

movement which is against Allah originates from polytheism. Mammonism,
worshipping one’s station, sensuality, and the like of them are counted the branches

of polytheism. On the contrary, the source of all correct and constructive movements

is Monotheism. It is to rely on Him, to obey His command, to separate from other than

.Him, and to break all idols in the threshold of His sovereignty

It is worthy noting that Luqmān mentions the reason of the negation of polytheism

that ‘polytheism is a grievous iniquity’ and his statement contains of several points of

view. What an injustice is greater than this that not only it has been done about Allah,
that they have considered a worthless being equivalent with Him, but also about the

servants of Allah that they lead them astray and, by their criminal deeds, cause them

cruelty, and also about themselves that they have fallen from the peak of honour of

.servitude of Allah down to the depth of disgrace of worshipping other than Him

****

:A few Points

:The Meaning of Polytheism . 1

Polytheism has a vast meaning the most clear of which is polytheism in the sense of

idolatry. This kind of polytheism, as jurisprudents have given decree, causes man to

go out of the realm of religion and to become apostate. It has also another meaning

which is absolute obedience from other than Allah, or following the carnal desire. The

Qur’ān says: “And verily We have appointed a messenger in every nation (to say):
(‘Serve Allah and shun false gods.’ …”(1

:In another place, it says
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(Have you then considered him who takes his low desire for his gods …?”(1“

More than one hundred times the Arabic phrase /dūnallah/ or /dūnihī/ has occurred in
the Qur’ān which means: ‘obedience and worshipping other than Allah, the Exalted, is
polytheism’. Those believers who, in some instances, act upon the command and

criterions other than that of Allah, the Almighty, go out of the orbit of Monotheism, as

the Holy Qur’ān says: “And most of them do not believe in Allah except that they

associate others (with Him).”(2) This statement means that the majority of the

.believers are polytheists too, and they have some refuges other than Allah

An Islamic narration indicates that this kind of polytheism is more concealed than the

movement of an ant on a black stone at night. (Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, 8849) Thus,
polytheism is not only idolatry, but depending on any power, rank, wealth, certificate,

.tribe, and anything that is not on the path of Allah, is polytheism

:The Effects of Polytheism . 2

A- Deeds will fail: Polytheism destroys the good deeds of man in the same manner

that fire destroys the green trees of a forest. The Qur’ān, addressing the Prophet of

Allah (p.b.u.h.), says: “… If you were to join (gods with Allah) truly fruitless will be your

(work …”(3

B- Agitation and anxiety: The aim of a Monotheism and worshipper of Allah is to

please Allah, the One, Who will be content very soon; but he who, instead of Allah,
thinks of
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making others content is always in anxiety, because people are many and each of

.them has various desires and expectations

Hadrat Yūsuf told his polytheistic companions in prison: “… Are (many) diverse lords

(better, or Allah, the One, the All-Dominant?”(1

The Qur’ān gives the parable of the one who separates from Allah as follows: “… and

whoever associates with Allah (anything), it is as though he has fallen from heaven

(and birds snatch him away, or the wind carries him off to a far distant place.”(2

Yes, Monotheism and sincere servitude of Allah is a strong fortress which protects

man from becoming useless, relying on any one, turning around any person, having

hope in anyone, praising anyone and being afraid of any person. A tradition

announces that the word of Unity is a strong fortress that whoever enters into it will

(be secure from the punishment of Allah.(3

Diversity: In a true Monotheistic society, the axis of everything is Allah. The Divine - 3
leader assigns the law and the path of Allah, and all turn around the same axis. But in
a polytheistic society, instead of the One God, there are false gods, and there exist

different tastes and ways so that people are involved in diversity, discord and

disunion. The Qur’ān says: “… and be not of the idolaters,” “Of those who split up their

(religion …”(4

Disgrace in Hereafter: the Qur’ān says: “… and do not associate with Allah any - 4
(other god for you will be thrown into Hell blamed cast away.”(5
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:The Signs of Polytheism

One of the signs of polytheism is to seek a pretext against the Divine law. The Holy

Qur’ān, pointing to some of them, says: “… Is it that whomsoever (thereafter) there

came to you a messenger, with what your selves desire not, you became arrogant?

…” (1) in another place it says: “… but when fighting was prescribed for them, … they

said: ‘Our Lord! Why have You ordained fighting for us? …” (2) And when a group of the

Children of Israel received food, they said: “O’ Moses! Never can we (always) endure

one (sort of) food, …”(3) And whenever Allah set forth a parable, they said: “… What

(does Allah mean by this parable?’ …”(4

Another sign of polytheism is to give superiority to family, wealth, position and so on

rather than the commandment of Allah (s.w.t.). Sura Al-Taubah, No. 9, verse 24 says:
“… If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, your clan, your possessions

that you have gained, commerce you fear may slacken, dwellings you are fond of, are

dearer to you than Allah and His messenger and striving in His way, then wait till Allah

; …” brings about His command

Polytheism is so dangerous that although doing kindness to the parents has been

recommended four times in the Qur’ān beside monotheism, yet if parents invite their

(child to worship other than Allah, the Qur’ān says: “… do not obey them, …”(5

:The Motives of Polytheism

People go to a person because of his power, while the Qur’ān says: “Verily, those

whom you call upon besides Allah
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can never create (even) a fly, though they should all gather for it; …”.(1) Or they go to

this and that for the sake of a piece of bread, that the Qur’ān says about them: “… do

not own for you any sustenance, …”(2) Or it is for gaining honour and glory that they

go to a person, that the Qur’ān in Sura An-Nisā’, No. 4, verse 139 says: “… Then, verily,
all glory belongs to Allah”. Or for the sake of being saved from difficulties they gather

around a person, that the Qur’ān says: “… so they shall neither have the ability of

(removing the affliction from you, nor to change (it).”(3

Somewhere else the Qur’ān implies that why do you leave the best Creator and go to

others? It says: “Verily those whom you call upon other than Allah are creatures like

(your own selves. …”(4

:Struggle against Polytheism

The first message and the aim of all Divine prophets has been struggle against

polytheism and invitation to the sincere servitude unto Allah. The Qur’ān says: “And

verily We have appointed a messenger in every nation (to say): ‘Serve Allah and shun

(false gods’…”(5

All sins may be forgiven except polytheism. The Qur’ān says: “Verily Allah does not

forgive that anything should be associated with Him, and forgives what is besides that

(to whom He pleases; …”(6

(Associating anything with Allah is not accepted, even if its percent is little.(7

p: 260

Sura Al-Hajj, No. 22, verse 73 - 1
Sura Al-‘Ankabūt, No. 29, verse 17 - 2

Sura ’Isrā’, No. 17, verse 56 - 3
Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse 194 - 4
Sura An-Nahl, No. 16, verse 36 - 5
Sura An-Nisā’, No. 4, verse 48 - 6

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 300 of 733

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_260_1
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_260_2
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_260_3
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_260_4
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_260_5
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_260_6
file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_260_7
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Sura Hūd, No. 11, verse 54 - 7

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 301 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


If ninety nine percent of an action is done for the sake of Allah but only one percent of

it is done for other than Him, the entire action fails. The Qur’ān says: “And worship

(Allah and do not associate anything with Him, …”(1

Not only idols and false gods, but also prophets and the friends of Allah should not be

taken as a partner of Allah. Allah questions Jesus: “… did you say to the people: ‘Take

(me and my mother for two gods besides Allah? …”(2

Taking a partner for Allah is a calumny and a great sin. The Qur’ān says: “… and

(whoever associates (aught) with Allah, has indeed devised a great sin.”(3

Polytheism is so shunned that Allah says: “It is not (fit) for the Prophet and those who

(believe to seek forgiveness for the polytheists, …”(4

Islam, logically and reasonably, always struggles against polytheism. It says: “Show

me what it is they have created in the (wide) earth …”(5) In whose authority is your

?death and life? In whose authority is your glory and disgrace

Yes, leaving Allah, Who has infinite Power and Knowledge, is the greatest injustice to

humanity. It is not reasonable that we be captives of some things and individuals or

rely only on industry and seek help from an impotent one. One of the aims of

narrating the history of the old nations or telling stories in the Qur’ān is to eradicate

.the roots of polytheism

:The Personality of Luqmān

Luqmān’s name has been mentioned in two verses of this very Sura of the Qur’ān. - 1
There is no evidence in the
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Qur’ān that he was a prophet or only a sage, but the tune of the Qur’ān about Luqmān

shows that he was not a prophet, because, concerning prophets, the Qur’ān usually

speaks about their prophethood, invitation to Monotheism, struggle against

polytheism and the deviations of the environment, the lack of demand for

recompense, and also glad tiding and warning for nations. But concerning Luqmān

none of these affairs are mentioned and only his admonitions to his son have been

privately stated, though their content is general. This shows that he had been only a
.sage man

A tradition narrated from the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) indicates that he (p.b.u.h.)
said: “I say in truth that Luqmān was not a prophet, but he was a servant who thought

very much, his certainty was excellent; he loved Allah and Allah loved him, too, and He

(gave Him wisdom.”(1

:A Part of Luqmān’s Wisdom - 2

Due to the admonitions of Luqmān that are mentioned in the verses of this Sura,
some commentators have reiterated some of the wise sayings of this godly man, a

:concise portion of them are as follow

Luqmān used to say to his son: “O My son! Verily the world is a deep sea wherein - 1
many people have drowned. Then appoint your ship in it ‘the Faith in Allah’; and

appoint its sail reliance on Allah; and appoint your provision in it ‘God-fearing’. Then if
you relieve (from sea) it is by the mercy of Allah, the Almighty, and if you are

(annihilated, it is because of your sins.”(2
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These very admonitions are recorded in Al-Kāfī, through the sayings of Imam Kāzim

(a.s.) to Hishām-ibn-Hakam in a more complete form narrated from Luqmān, the

wise, as follows: “O my son! Verily the world is a deep sea. Many people have drowned

in it; then your ship in it must be fright of God, and your provision must be Faith, and

the sail of it must be reliance, and its captain is intellect, its leader is knowledge, and

its rudder is patience.” There are also some other admonitions recorded in ’Usūl-i-
Kāfī, Vol. 1, and the commentary books by Baydāwī, Tha‘labī, and Tabarsī in Majma‘ul-

.Bayān

****
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رُیصِمَْلا َّیَلإِ  کَْیدَِلاوَِلوَ  یِل  رْکُشْا  نِأَ  نِْیمَاعَ  یِف  هُُلاصَِفوَ  نٍهْوَ  یلَعَ  اًنهْوَ  هُُّمُا  هُْتلَمَحَ  هِْیدَِلاوَِب  نَاسَنلإِا  انَْیَّصوَوَ  } 14{

And We did enjoin upon man concerning his parents, did his mother bear him with . “ 14
fainting upon fainting and his weaning takes two years, (saying:) ‘Be grateful to Me

(.” and to your parents: unto Me is the ultimate return (of all

Commentary, verse: 14

Point

The Arabic word /wahn/ means bodily weakness, and the word /tauhīn/ means to

.weaken the personality

The circle of ‘kindness’ is wider than that of disbursement. The act of /’ihsān/
(kindness) envelops any kind of affection and favour, but /’infāq/ (disbursement) is

usually used in financial aids. In the Qur’ān, the term /’ihsān/ (kindness) is mentioned

beside Monotheism. It says: “And your Lord has commanded that you worship none

(but Him and (to show) kindness to your parents; …”(1

In the verse under discussion at first the kindness to parents has been recommended,
then the Qur’ān points to the course of mother’s pregnancy in order to awaken the

moral conscience of man and that he should not forsake the events of the past. He

must always remember that his mother bore him and fed him with her own milk. She

dispensed with her sleep and food for the sake of his tranquillity in a manner that no

one was ready to bear such troubles. Since mother’s right is more probable to be

wasted, or her right is greater than the father, Allah has recommended her in

.particular
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Parents and their child have mutual rights. In the previous verse, the admonition of

father to the child was referred to, while in this verse the kindness and gratitude of

:the child unto the parents is mentioned. It says

, …” And We did enjoin upon man concerning his parents“

:Then it points to the extraordinary labours of the mother and says

 …” did his mother bear him with fainting upon fainting “… 

This subject has scientifically been proved, and experience has shown it, too, that

mothers will faint during the course of pregnancy because they allocate nearly all

their own milk and the marrow of their bone to the growth of their embryo, and they

.give her child the best materials of their own vitality out of all of them

For this reason, during their pregnancy, mothers will be in need of kinds of vitamins

and if they are not provided there will be some distresses for them. This matter

continues even in the suckling course, too, because milk comes from inside of

:mother’s body. Then, the verse continues saying

, …” and his weaning takes two years “… 

Pointing to this matter, in another place, the Qur’ān says: “And the mothers shall

(suckle their children for two whole years …”(1

The purpose, of course, is a complete course of suckling, though it may sometimes be

.less than that

However, during these thirty three months (the pregnancy course and suckling

course) mother performs the greatest self-sacrifice both from the spiritual and

emotional points of view, and also from the point of body, and from the point of

.services to her child
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It is interesting that at first the Qur’ān recommends about both parents and at the

time of stating the labours and services, it emphasizes on mother’s labours in order to

:attract the man’s attention to the donations and great right of mother. Then it says

: …” saying:) ‘Be grateful to Me and to your parents “… )

You should be grateful to both the Creator and the main giver of blessings and the

kind parents He has given to you, and you should be grateful to your parents, too,
who are the mediate of this emanation and undertake the transition of Allah’s

.bounties to you

And how interesting and expressive is that the gratitude to the parents has been set

.and mentioned just beside the gratitude to Allah

And, at the end of the verse, with a tune of statement which is not far from threat, it
:says

(.” unto Me is the ultimate return (of all “… 

Yes, if we neglect here, all the rights, labours, and services will be dealt with there and

will be exactly counted. We must fulfil the Divine account in respect to the gratitude of

both His bounties and the bounty of the existence of parents and their pure and

.sincere affections

Some of the commentators here have pointed out that the Qur’ān has repeatedly

emphasized on observing the rights of parents, while recommendation due to

children is rarely seen in the Qur’ān (except the prohibition of killing children which

was an evil and ugly exceptional tradition during the Age of Ignorance). This is

because of the fact that parents, as the result of their strong affections to their

children, may rarely forget them, while there have frequently happened that children

have forgotten their parents specially at the time of
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senescence and weakness. This is counted the most painful state for them and the

.worst ingratitude for the children

:A few Traditions about Parents

Ibn-i-Mas‘ūd said: “I asked the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) ‘Which one of deeds is - 1
the dearest one with Allah, Almighty and Glorious?’ He answered: ‘Prayer at its time.’ I
said: ‘What is after it?’ He answered: ‘Kindness to the parents.” I said: ‘What is after

(it?’ He answered: ‘Struggle in the way of Allah’.”(1

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) once said: “Whoever obeys the command of Allah - 2
concerning the parents, two doors from paradise will be opened to him, and if he

(obeys Allah’s command about one of them one door will be opened.”(2

The Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Every righteous child who looks at his parents - 3
kindly will be given the reward of an accepted complete Hajj for each glance.” He was

asked: “If he looks even for one hundred times a day?” He answered: “Yes. Allah is

(greater and more purified.”(3

****
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َّیَلإِ بَاَنأَ  نْمَ  لَیِبسَ  عِْبَّتاوَ  اًفورُْعمَ  ایَْنُّدـلا  یِف  امَهُْبحِاصَوَ  امَهُْعطُِت  لاَفَ  مٌْلعِ  هِِب  کََل  سَْیَل  امَ  یِب  كَرِشـُْت  نأَ  یلَعَ  كَادَهـَاجَ  نإِوَ  } 15{
نَوُلمَْعتَ مُْتنکُ  امَِب  مکُُئ  -ِ بَّنأُفَ مْکُعُجِرْمَ  َّیَلإِ  َّمُث 

And if they (both) contend with you that you should associate with Me what you . “ 15
have no knowledge of, do not obey them, and keep company with them in (this) world

kindly, and follow the way of him who turns to Me, then unto Me is the return of you

.” (all) and then will I inform you of what you were doing

Commentary, verse: 15

It is not necessary to obey parents when there is a deviated thing, but the ordinary

way of life must always be observed. Therefore, since the recommendation on

kindness to parents may create this thought for some individuals that even in relation

to the subject of beliefs whether faith and infidelity, one must comply with them, the

:Qur’ān says

And if they (both) contend with you that you should associate with Me what you have“
, …” no knowledge of, do not obey them

One’s communication with his parents must never be prior to his communication with

.Allah, and relative affections must never dominate the theological beliefs

The Qur’ānic term /jāhadāka/ points to this factual matter that sometimes parents,
considering that they wish the happiness of their child, try to drive him toward their

.own deviated belief, and this action has been seen in almost all parents
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The duty of children is that they should never surrender these pressures and they

should protect their own ideological independence and do not exchange the belief in
.Monotheism for any thing else

By the way, the Qur’ānic sentence: “… what you have no knowledge of” means that if
supposing we ignore the reasons of nullification of polytheism, at least, there is no

reason to prove it, and no seeker of pretext can bring a reason for proving

.polytheism, either

Moreover, if polytheism were a reality, there would exist a reason for proving it, and

.since there is not any reason to prove it, this itself is a reason upon its nullification

Again, since it is probable that this commandment brings this imagination into being

that the irreligious parents must be encountered violently and disgracefully,
immediately after it the Qur’ān implies that the lack of obedience to them in the

subject of disbelief and polytheism is not an evidence for absolute rupture of relation

with them; but in the meantime we must have an appropriate manner to them in the

:world. The verse continues saying

, …” and keep company with them in (this) world kindly “… 

From the point of the world and material living we must have love, affection, and

benignity to them but from the point of belief and religious programs we must not

surrender to their wrong thoughts and suggestions. This is exactly the essential point

of equilibrium in which the rights of Allah and parents are gathered. That is why, next

:to it, Allah says

and follow the way of him who turns to Me, then unto Me is the return of you (all) “… 
.” and then will I inform you of what you were doing
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The successive negations and affirmations as well as enjoinments and prohibitions

mentioned in the above verse is for the sake that Muslims find out the main line when

in such issues there may consider, at first glance, a contradiction between the

fulfilment of two duties, and they follow the correct path without the least excess and

defect. This accuracy and delicateness of the Qur’ān in these narrow things is out of

.the features of its deep elegance and rhetoric

However, the abovementioned verse is completely similar to what is mentioned in

Sura Al-‘Ankabūt, no. 29, verse 8 which says: “And We have enjoined on man goodness

unto his parents; and if they strive with you that you should associate (others) with

Me, of which you have no knowledge, then do not obey them, unto Me is your return,
.” and I will inform you of what you were doing

****
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رٌیِبخَ فٌیطَِل  هََّللا  َّنإِ  هَُّللا  اهَِب  تِأْیَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  وْأَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  وْأَ  هٍرَخْصَ  یِف  نکُتَفَ  لٍدَرْخَ  نِْم  هٍَّبحَ  لَاقَْثِم  کُتَ  نإِ  آهََّنإِ  َّینَُب  ایَ  } 16{

O’ my son! If there be (your deed but) the weight of a mustard-seed and it were . “ 16
(hidden) in a rock or in the heavens or in the earth, Allah will bring it forth; (for) verily

.” Allah is All-Subtle, All-Aware

Commentary, verse: 16

The man’s faith to the presentation of his deed in the Hereafter is the source of his

.improvement

Luqmān’s first admonition to his son was about the subject of Monotheism and

struggle against polytheism. His second admonition was about the reckoning of deeds

in resurrection, and it completes the ring of ‘Origin’ and ‘Resurrection’. So, in this

:verse, Luqmān says

O’ my son! If there be (your deed but) the weight of a mustard-seed and it were“
(hidden) in a rock or in the heavens or in the earth, Allah will bring it forth; (for) verily

.” Allah is All-Subtle, All-Aware

Mustard is a plant which has some very small black seeds the smallness of which is
often said as a parable. This meaning refers to the fact that the man’s good and evil

deeds, even the smallest and the most worthless of them, that are hidden, like a

mustard-seed that is hidden in a rock, or deep in the earth, or in a corner in the

heavens, Allah, the Subtle, the Aware, Who knows everything throughout the world of

existence, whether they are small or big, will bring it forth to be reckoned and to be

.recompensed with reward or retribution, and nothing will be lost in this system
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.The pronoun in the Qur’ānic word /’innahā/ refers to the good and evil deeds

The man’s attention to the awareness of Allah concerning his deeds and that all good

and evil deeds will be protected in Allah’s knowledge and that nothing will be vanished

in this world of existence, is the source of all individual and social improvements, and it
is a strong motive towards doing righteous works and it is an effective impedimental

.factor for man from committing evils and vices

Mentioning the words: ‘the heavens’ and ‘the earth’ after the statement of ‘rock’, in
’. fact, are of the kind of mentioning a ‘general meaning’ next to a ‘particular meaning

A tradition has been recorded in ’Usūl-i-Kāfī narrated from Imam Bāqir (a.s.) who said:
“Avoid (committing) the small sins because once they will be called to account and

some of you (sometimes) say that they commit sin and then they will ask forgiveness,
while Allah, Almighty and Glorious, says: ‘… We will record that which they send

before and that which they leave behind, and of all things have We taken account in a
clear Book (of evidence).’(1) And He also says: ‘… If there be (your deed but) the

weight of a mustard-seed and it were (hidden) in a rock or in the heavens or in the

(earth, Allah will bring it forth; (for) verily Allah is All-Subtle, All-Aware’(2).”(3

****
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رِوُملأُا مِزْعَ  نِْم  کَِلذَ  َّنإِ  کََباصَأَ  آمَ  یلَعَ  رِْبصْاوَ  رِکَنمُْلا  نِعَ  هَْناوَ  فِورُْعمَْلاِب  رُْمْأوَ  هَلاََّصلا  مِِقأَ  َّینَُب  ایَ  } 17{

O’ my son! Keep up the prayer and enjoin the good and forbid the evil, and . “ 17
patiently persevere against whatever may befall you, for this (patience) is among the

.” (necessary and) important affairs

Commentary, verse: 17

One of the duties of the parents unto their children is to recommend them to perform

.prayer

We must train our children to be believers and godly by means of recommending

them the prayers, and also through recommending them that they enjoin what is right

and forbid what is wrong, we may bring them up thereby some social and responsible

.persons

However, after strengthening the foundations of Origin and Resurrection, which are

the sources of all theological beliefs, Luqmān refers to the most important thing, that

:is the performance of the prayer. It says

 …” O’ my son! Keep up the prayer“

You must establish prayer because it is the most important link between you and your

Lord. Prayer makes your heart awaken, your soul purify, and your living light and

.bright

Prayer washes out the signs of sin from you, causes the light of faith to illuminate

.inside your heart, and keeps you away from indecency and sins

Next to the subject of prayer, Luqmān refers to the most important social affair, i.e.
:the subject of enjoining right and forbidding what is wrong. He says
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, …” and enjoin the good and forbid the evil “… 

After these three practical important instructions, he refers to the subject of patience

:and perseverance that, comparing with Faith, is like head for the body. He says

and patiently persevere against whatever may befall you, for this (patience) is “… 
.” among the (necessary and) important affairs

It is certain that there are many difficulties in all social affairs and particularly in

‘enjoining right’ and ‘forbidding wrong’, to which the dominant mammonists, and also

the experienced polluted self-lovers will not easily surrender. They even try to hurt,
annoy and accuse those who enjoin right and forbid wrong that, without patience and

.perseverance, it is impossible to become victorious against these difficulties

The Arabic word /‘azm/ means: ‘a firm determination’, and the application of /‘azm-
il-’umūr/ here either means the things that Allah has ordered to be serious about

them, or the affairs that man must have a decided decision and a firm intention unto

.them. Either of these two meanings points to its importance

The Arabic word /ŏālika/ here refers to patience and perseverance. This is also

probable that it refers to all of the affairs that have been mentioned in the verse,
including: prayer, enjoining right and forbidding wrong, but this subject has been

mentioned after the subject of patience in some other verses of the Qur’ān, which

.strengthens the first probability

****
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رٍوخُفَ لٍاتَخُْم  َّلکُ  ُّبحُِی  هََّللا لاَ  َّنإِ  اًحرَمَ  ضِرْلأَا  یف  شِمْتَ  لاَوَ  سِاَّنلِل  كََّدخَ  ِ-رْ  عّصَُت لاَوَ  } 18{

And do no turn your face away from people (in contempt), nor walk in the earth . “ 18
.” exultantly; verily Allah does not love any self-conceited boaster

Commentary, verse: 18

After that, Luqmān has referred to the morals in relation with people and himself. At

:first, he recommends his son to have modesty and good temper. The verse says

(, …” And do no turn your face away from people (in contempt“

:Then Luqmān continues saying

nor walk in the earth exultantly; verily Allah does not love any self-conceited “… 
.” boaster

The Arabic word /tusa‘ir/ is derived from /sa‘ar/ which originally means a kind of

.sickness (torticollis) that usually paralyses the camel’s neck

The Qur’ānic term /marah/ means haughtiness produced because of affluence of

.bounties

The Qur’ānic word /muxtāl/ is derived from /xiyāl/ and /xaylā’/ in the sense of the one

who, usually because of some imaginations and vain conjectures, considers himself

.great

The Arabic word /faxūr/ is derived from /faxr/ which means: he who shows

haughtiness unto others. (the difference of /muxtāl/ and /faxūr/ is in this that the

former points to inward imaginary pride and the latter refers to outward proudly

.( deeds
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Thus, Luqmān, the wise, points to two very ugly attributes here which cause the

sincere social relations to be vanished: one of them is haughtiness and heedlessness,
and the other is pride and selfishness, both of which draw man into a world of

.misconception, delusion, and self-admiration and cease his relation from others

Specially with regard to the original meaning of the world /sa‘ar/ (torlicollis) that

makes it clear that this kind of qualities is a sort of psychological ethical sickness, or a
kind of deviation in realization and thought, else a safe and sound person from the

.point of mind and psyche never involves in such misconceptions and delusions

It is evident that the purpose of Luqmān is not only the act of turning the face away

from people, or walking exultantly and proudly, but the purpose is to struggle against

all manifestations of arrogance and pride, and, before anything else, these qualities

show themselves in the ordinary daily manner. Luqmān has emphasized on these

.particular qualities

:Some Examples of the modesty of the Friends of Allah

The first personality of creation, i.e. the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), used to sit among his . 1
companions in a way that he had no superiority to others, and whoever joined their

meeting and did not know the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) he would ask: “Which one of you is the

(Messenger of Allah?”(1

In a travelling, wherein everybody usually undertook a responsibility for providing . 2
food, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) undertook a duty, too. He said: “I gather pieces of

(wood.”(2

As soon as the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) saw that there was not enough carpet for some . 3
(ones to sit on, he gave his shoulder-mantle to them to sit on it.(3
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Wearing simple clothing, riding in bare donkey, milking, accompanying with slaves,
greeting to little children, patching up his shoe and clothes, accepting people’s
invitation, sweeping the house, shaking hand with all individuals, and not holding the

(food light, were among the Prophet’s ways of life.(1

In order to respect Imam Sādiq (a.s.), some of the believers wanted to forbid the . 4
entry of others into the public bathroom where the Imam was bathing, but the Imam

did not let them and said: “You need not to do this. The life of a believer is simpler than

(this.”(2

Some persons insisted that Imam Ridā’s table cloth could be separate from the . 5
(table cloth of the servants, but he (a.s.) did not accept.(3

Someone did not recognize Imam Ridā in a public bathroom; and he wanted him . 6
(a.s.) to rub his body. Without introducing himself, and with a complete dignity, the

Imam accepted his demand. After that, when the man recognized the Imam, he

(began apologizing him. The Imam (a.s.) comforted him.(4

Accepting others’ suggestions and critics, and sitting in a place lower than the one’s
.position, are among the signs of modesty

****
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رِیمِحَْلا تُوْصََل  تِاوَصْلاَا  رَکَنأَ  َّنإِ  کَِتوْصَ  نِم  ضْضُغْاوَ  کَِیشْمَ  یِف  دْصِْقاوَ  } 19{

And be moderate in your pace; and lower your voice; verily the most unpleasant . “ 19
.” of voices is the braying of the asses

Commentary, verse: 19

Point

(Imam Hassan (a.s.) said: “To walk swiftly decreases the value of a believer.”(1

Another tradition indicates: “It does not matter that the invitation of people and

:recitation of the Qur’ān be uttered loudly.”(2) Therefore Luqmān by this verse says

And be moderate in your pace; and lower your voice; verily the most unpleasant of“
.” voices is the braying of the asses

In fact, in these two verses two qualities are prohibited and two qualities are

enjoined. The qualities which are forbidden are self-admiration and selfishness, one

of which causes man to be proud unto the servants of Allah, and the other causes

man to consider himself as a complete one and, consequently, he closes the doors of

.development to him although he does not compare himself with another person

Although these two qualities in a man are often with together and have a common

.root, sometimes they also separate with each other

Observing to be moderate in ‘action’ and speech’ are two useful commandments,
,because emphasizing on moderation
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.in pace and the tune of the sound, of a person are mentioned as two examples

Verily he who has these four qualities is a successful, happy and victorious person

.(. both amongst people and before Allah (s.w.t

It is noteworthy that there may be some sounds in our living place which are more

troublesome than the braying of asses, but no doubt these sounds are not general

and common. Moreover, to be troublesome and to be uglier are different. Whatever

that a person hears and is truly the most unpleasant of voices is that very braying of

.an ass, to which the shouts of the proud and the foolish persons have been likened

Not only because of ugliness, the loudness and the style of the braying of an ass, but

also because of its being sometimes unreasonable, for as some of the commentators

have said, the sound of other animals are often because of a need or a reason, but

.this animal sometimes unreasonably and without having any need suddenly brays

There may be for this reason that some Islamic narrations denote that when an ass

.brays, it has seen a Satan

Some commentators have said the sound of every animal is the glorification to Allah

except the sound of an ass! However, the ugliness of this sound comparing other

.sounds does not need to be discussed

And if we see that in a tradition narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) this verse has been

rendered into the sneeze with a loud voice, or into speaking very loudly, it is, indeed,
(the statement of a clear extension of it.(1

****
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:Some Traditions on Islamic Rules of Etiquette

Islamic traditions narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the Imams of Ahl-ul-Bayt

(a.s.) have been considered giving more importance unto the subject of modesty,
good character, benignity in meetings, and absence of harshness in social intercourse

than other things. The best and the most expressive reason in this regard are the

:Islamic narrations themselves, the examples of which are as follow

Hadrat Sādiq (a.s.) has been narrated from that he said: “Allah has enjoined faith - 1
upon the man’s limbs and has divided it among them. Among them is that He has

enjoined man’s feet not to go toward sin and iniquity and to move in the path of the

content of Allah. So the Qur’ān says: ‘… do not walk in the earth exultantly, …’(1) and it
(also says: ‘… be moderate in your pace, …’(2).”(3

Another narration indicates that once the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was passing - 2
through a lane. He saw a madman around whom people had gathered and looking at

him. He (p.b.u.h.) said: “What have they gathered there for?” People answered: “For a
.” madman who has an epileptic fit

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) looked at them and said: “This is not mad. Do you want me to

introduce the real mad one to you?” They answered: “Yes. O Messenger of Allah.” He

said: “The real mad is he who walks proudly, constantly looks at his side, and moves

his sides with his shoulders (and shows haughtiness). This is the true mad (one), but

(this one (that you are looking at) is sick.”(4
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A person once came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and asked him to admonish him. Then - 3
(he (p.b.u.h.) told him: “Do meet your brother with a joyful face.”(1

Another tradition indicates that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “On the Day of Hereafter - 4
there will not put anything of actions in the scale of a man better than good

(character.”(2

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition said: “Pious goodness and good character flourish - 5
.” houses and increase in lifetimes

Again the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “The things for which my people may enter - 6
(Paradise most of all are piety for Allah and good character.”(3

Concerning modesty we also read that Imam Ali (a.s.) has said: “The adornment of the

(honourable people is modesty.”(4

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition said: “Modesty is the origin of every goodness and

happiness. It is a high rank, and if there were a word for modesty which people

understood, it would state many hidden secrets of the sequel of the affairs … And he

who has modesty for Allah, He will elevate him above many of his servants. … No

(worship is accepted by Allah and He is pleased of but that its door is modesty.”(5

****
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Section 3: He who submits himself to Allah holds the never-breaking firmest rope

Point

The bounties of Allah provided for man – Ancestors should not be blindly followed –
Those who submit themselves to Allah have laid their hand upon a never-breaking

firmest rope – Those who disbelieve shall return to Allah to know what they did – The

.grief of the Holy Prophet Muhammad for the disbelievers

هَِّللا یِف  لُدِاجَُی  نمَ  سِاَّنلا  نَِموَ  هًنَطِاَبوَ  هًرَهِاظَ  هُمَعَِن  مْکُْیلَعَ  غَبَسْأَوَ  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  امَوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  امَ  مکَُل  رََّخسَ  هََّللا  َّنأَ  اوْرَتَ  مَْلأَ  } 20{
رٍیِنُم بٍاتَکِ  لاَوَ  يدًهُ  لاَوَ  مٍْلعِ  رِْیغَِب 

Have you not seen that Allah has made subservient to you whatever is in the . “ 20
heavens and whatever is in the earth and He has lavished on you His blessings

outward and inward? And among the people is he who disputes concerning Allah

.” without knowledge and without any guidance and without any book giving light

Commentary, verse: 20

’. The Arabic word /’isbāq/ means: ‘To (cause to) spread’ and ‘to develop

In this holy verse two sorts of bounties are referred to: the outward bounties, such as:
health, sustenance, beauty and the like; and the inward bounties, such as: faith,
gnosis, certainty, good character, unseen succour, knowledge, nature, mastership,

.and so on
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At last, after mentioning ten admonishments about Origin and Resurrection, the rules

of living, and ethical and social programs, for completing them, The Holy Qur’ān goes

to the statement of Divine bounties in order to move the sense of gratitude in people,
a thanksgiving that becomes the source of ‘recognition of Allah’ and motive of

.obedience to Allah’s command

:Luqmān addresses all humankind and say

Have you not seen that Allah has made subservient to you whatever is in the“
 …” heavens and whatever is in the earth

Making subservient whatever is in the heavens and in the earth to man’ has a vast‘
concept which encompasses both what he has in his authority and uses them, with his

own will, along-side his interests, such as many earthly animals, and the things which

are not in man’s authority but Allah has appointed them to serve mankind, like the sun

.and the moon

Therefore, all beings subservient to the command of Allah are alongside the path of

the benefits of men whether they subservient to his command or not. Thus, the Arabic

.sign ‘L’ in the Qur’ānic word /lakum/ (for you) is the ‘L’ with the meaning of benefit

:Then, it adds

? …” and He has lavished on you His blessings outward and inward “… 

The commentators have stated a lot of explanations on the meaning of ‘His blessing

’. outward and inward

Some of them think of ‘outward blessings’ as a thing that is not deniable for anyone,
such as creation, life, and kinds of provisions. They say that the inward blessings refer

to those things that are not comprehensive without care and study, (such as many

(. spiritual powers and constructive instincts
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Some others have rendered the ‘outward blessings’ into the outward limbs and the

’. ‘inward blessings’ into ‘the heart

Some other commentators have considered the beauty of the face and stature and

the health of the limbs as the outward blessing, and the ‘gnosis of Allah’ as the inward

.blessing

Once Ibn-i-‘Abbās asked the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) in this regard, and he

answered: “O’ Ibn-i-‘Abbās! The outward blessing is Islam, and your complete and

ordered creation by Allah, as well as the sustenance He has given you. And the inward

blessing is His concealing the ugliness of your deeds and that He, the Mighty, does not

(disgrace you publicly in front of people.”(1

Imam Bāqir (a.s.) once in a tradition said: “The outward blessing is the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), the gnosis of Allah, and Monotheism that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has brought;

and the inward blessing is love of us, Ahl-ul-Bayt, and the covenant of friendship with

(us.”(2

But, in fact, there is no contrast between these different commentaries, and each of

them states the clear extensions of the outward and inward blessings without

.restricting their vast concepts

At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān speaks about those who are ingratitude unto the

great bounties of Allah (s.w.t.) that have inwardly and outwardly surrounded them and

:they dispute against the Truth. It says

And among the people is he who disputes concerning Allah without knowledge and “… 
.” without any guidance and without any book giving light
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Instead of recognizing the giver of those abundant manifest and concealed bounties,
.they ignorantly and obstinately turn to polytheism and denial

For the explanation of the difference existing between “Knowledge”, “guidance” and

“Illuminating Book” it may be better to say that “Knowledge” refers to the Divine

teachers and leaders and those learned ones who can help man in this path and guide

him to the appointed destination. And the purpose of “Illuminating Book” refers to the

.heavenly Books that, by the way of revelation, enlighten the man’s soul and heart

In fact, this obstinate group neither themselves have any knowledge nor do they seek

for a leader or a guide, nor do they get help from the Divine revelations, and since the

way of guidance is only in these three things therefore, by abandoning them they will

.get astray and pave the way of Satan

****
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مْهُوعُدْیَ نُاَطْیَّشلا  نَاکَ  وَْلوَأَ  آَنءَآَباءَ  هِْیلَعَ  اَندْجَوَ  امَ  عُِبَّتَن  لَْب  اوُلاقَ  هَُّللا  لَزَنأَ  آمَ  اوعُِبَّتا  مُهَُل  لَیِق  اذَإِوَ  } 21{

رِیعَِّسلا بِاذَعَ  یَلإِ 

And when it is said to them: ‘Follow what Allah has sent down’, they say: ‘We shall . “ 21
follow that on which we found our fathers.’ What! (Would they do it) even if Satan

?” were calling them to the chastisement of the blazing Fire

Commentary, verse: 21

The application of the Arabic word /qīla/ in this verse is a sign to the intensity of the

bigotry of the pagans. That is, they obstinate and do not accept any true word from

any speaker, whoever he may be. So, this holy verse points to the weak and baseless

:logic of this group when it says

And when it is said to them: ‘Follow what Allah has sent down’, they say: ‘We shall“
.’ …” follow that on which we found our fathers

And since following the ignorant deviated ancestors is none of the three guiding ways

mentioned in the above, the Holy Qur’ān has introduced it as a Satanic way, and in

:this noble verse says

What! (Would they do it) even if Satan were calling them to the chastisement of the “… 
?” blazing Fire

In fact, here the Qur’ān removes the cover of following the ancestors’ tradition, which

has a deluding appearance, and makes manifest the real feature of their deed that is,
.in fact, following the Satan which is alongside the way of blazing Fire of Hell
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Yes, the leadership of Satan alone is enough that one rejects the Holy Qur’ān though

it is disguised in the invitation toward the Truth, and his leadership is certainly a false

cover, and an invitation toward the Fire of Hell and it alone is also enough for

.opposition and the duty is clear, although the situation of the inviter is unknown

Does any wise person leave out the invitation of the Divine prophets unto Heaven and

?goes after the invitation of Satan unto Hell

****
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رِوُملأُا هُبَِقاعَ  هَِّللا  یَلإِوَ  یقَْثوُْلا  هِوَرْعُْلاِب  کَسَمْتَسْا  دِقَفَ  نٌسِحُْم  وَهُوَ  هَِّللا  یَلإِ  هُهَجْوَ  مِْلسُْی  نمَوَ  } 22{

And whoever submits himself (truly) to Allah and he be a doer of good, he indeed . “ 22
has taken hold of the firmest hand-hold (a rope); and unto Allah is the end of all

.” affairs

Commentary, verse: 22

Submitting oneself to anything other than Allah is slavery and captivity, but submitting

one’s self to Allah is freedom, growth and development. That is why the Qur’ān in this

verse implies that the one who submits his heart and soul to Allah and obeys His

commandments while he is a good doer, he has grasped a firm hand-hold. The verse

:says

And whoever submits himself (truly) to Allah and he be a doer of good, he indeed has“
(; …” taken hold of the firmest hand-hold (a rope

The purpose of the Qur’ānic phrase /yuslim wajhahū ’ilallāh/ (submits himself (truly) to

Allah) is, in fact, an implicit indication to a perfect attention wholly to the Pure Essence

of Allah, because the word /wajh/ (face) has ironically been used for His Essence for

the sake that the face is the most honoured part of the body and it is the centre of the

.most important senses of a person

The application of the Qur’ānic phrase /huwa muhsinun/ (he is a doer of good) is of the

kind of mentioning ‘righteous deed’ next to ‘faith’. The Qur’ānic phrase: ‘Having taken

hold of the firmest hand-hold’ is a tender simile from this fact that for being delivered

from the depth of the valley of materials
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and elevating to the highest peak of knowledge, and spirituality man needs a firm and

certain true means. This means is not anything but faith and righteous deed. Except

this, all other things are not reliable and will be the cause of fall and death. Moreover,
it is only this mean that remains and all other means are perishing, so, at the end of

:the verse, the Qur’ān says

.” and unto Allah is the end of all affairs “… 

There is a tradition recorded in Tafsīr-i-Burhān, cited by the Sunnites, saying that it

has been narrated from Imam Ali-ibn-Mūs-ar-Ridā (a.s.) from the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) who said: “After me there will be a dark sedition. Only those can deliver from

it who take hold of the firmest handhold.” Then it was said what the firmest handhold

was, and he said: “It is the mastership of sayyid-ul-Wasiyyīn.” They said: “O’
Messenger of Allah! Who is this Sayyid-ul-Wasiyyīn?” He answered: “Amīr-ul-
Mu’minīn!” They asked: “O’ Messenger of Allah! Who is Amīr-ul-Mu’minīn?’ He

answered: “(He is) the master of the Muslims and their leader after me.” They asked:
“O’ Messenger of Allah! Who is the master of the Muslims and their leader after you?”

(He answered: “(He is) my brother, Ali-ibn-’Abītālib (a.s.)”(1

There have been narrated some other traditions in this field, too, indicating that the

purpose of /‘urwatul-wuθqā/ is the friendship of Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.), or the friendship of

the progeny of Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), or the friendship of the Imams out of the

(descendants of Imam Husayn (a.s.).(2

We have repeatedly said that these interpretations are the statement of some clear

expansions, and they do not contrast with other expansions, such as: Monotheism,
.piety, and the like

****
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رِودُُّصلا تِاذَِب  مٌیِلعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  اوُلمِعَ  امَِب  مهُُئ  -ِ بّنَُنفَ مْهُعُجِرْمَ  انَْیَلإِ  هُرُْفکُ  کَنزُحْیَ  لاَفَ  رَفَکَ  نمَوَ  } 23{

ظٍیِلغَ بٍاذَعَ  یَلإِ  مْهُُّرطَضَْن  َّمُث  لاًیِلقَ  مْهُعُ  -ِ تّمَُن } 24{

And whoever disbelieves, let not his disbelief grieve you, unto Us is their return . “ 23
then will We inform them of what they did. Verily Allah is the knower of what is in the

.” hearts

.” We give them to enjoy a little, then will We drive them to a severe chastisement . “ 24

Commentary, verses: 23-24

The holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) was sympathetic for all humankind and he even

:did toil for the deviation and disbelief of the opponents, too. So, Allah says

And whoever disbelieves, let not his disbelief grieve“

, …” you

For, you have performed your duty very well, and it is the disbeliever who has been

.unjust to himself

These kinds of meanings, which have been frequently mentioned in the Qur’ān, show

that the holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) severely toiled when he observed that an

ignorant and obstinate group of people left the way of Allah and went astray after

having a lot of clear evidences and manifest signs; he became so sad and grieved that

Allah consoled him many times. And such kind is the way and manner of a sympathetic

.leader

And also he should not be worried that a group of people enjoy the comforts of life in
this world and are not involved in
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punishment though they disbelieve and are unjust and cruel, because it is not so late

and they all will return to Allah and He will inform them of both their deeds and the

:bitter and evil fruits of their deeds. The verse says

. …” unto Us is their return then will We inform them of what they did “… 

Allah, the knowing, is aware of not only their deeds but also of the secrets and hidden

:intentions in their hearts. The verse continues saying

.” Verily Allah is the knower of what is in the hearts “… 

This meaning that on the Day of Hereafter Allah will inform people of their deeds or

that He will inform them of what they differed in, has been revealed through a great

deal of verses of the Holy Qur’ān. The Qur’ānic term /nunabbi’ukum/ is derived from

/naba’/ which, according to what Rāqib has cited in Mufradāt, is used for a news that

has an important content and benefit, and it is also explicit, manifest, and free from

any falsehood. This makes it clear that these meanings, point to the fact that on the

Hereafter Day Allah will divulge the people’s deeds in a manner that there will remain

no place of objection and denial for anyone. He will make appear entirely whatever

people do in this world and they often forget them in this world, and He will make

them ready for reckoning and recompense. Even that which passes in the mind of a
.person and none is aware of, will completely be reported to their owners

****

Then in the next verse, He implies that their enjoyment of the life of this world should

not make the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) surprise, because He gives them a little share of the

,provision of the world, and whatever this provision may be, it is scanty
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and finally they will compulsorily be driven into a just severe punishment, a

:punishment which is constant and painful. The verse says

.” We give them to enjoy a little, then will We drive them to a severe chastisement“

This meaning may point to the fact that they should not think that they are out of the

grasp of Allah’s power. He Himself desires to let them be free to be tried, the

argument be completed to them, and other aims; and this little provision given to

them is from His side, too. And how different is the circumstance of this group who are

compulsorily and scornfully driven to the divine severe chastisement from that of

those who submit their whole entity to Allah and have taken hold the firm rope of

Allah. They live in this world piously and righteously, and then, in Hereafter, they will

.enjoy the bounties of Allah with His mercy

****
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هَُّللا َّنُلوقُیََل  ضَرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  قَلَخَ  نَّْم  مهُتَْلأَسَ  نِئَلوَ  } 25{

نَومُلَْعیَ مْهُرُثَکْأَ لاَ  لَْب  هَِّلل  دُمْحَْلا  لُِق 

And if you ask them: ‘Who created the heavens and the earth? certainly they will . “ 25
’,” say: ‘Allah’. Say: ‘(All) praise is Allah’s.’ ‘Nay! Most of them do not know

Commentary, verse: 25

It is not concealed to pagans that Allah is the creator, since the pagans implicitly

:confess their deviation. Therefore, in this verse He says

And if you ask them: ‘Who created the heavens and the earth? certainly they will say:“
’. …” ‘Allah

This meaning, which has also been mentioned in other verses of the Qur’ān (like Sura

Al-‘Ankabūt, No. 29, verses 61-63, Sura Az-Zumar, No. 39, verse 38, and Sura Az-
Zukhruf, No. 43, verse 9), from one side, is an evidence that pagans were never the

deniers of the Unity of the Creator and they could not rather accept divinity for idols;

.they believed only in polytheism in worship and intercession

And from other side, it is a reference to the fact that Monotheism and the

manifestation of this Divine Light in the nature of all humankind is innate. Then He

implies that now that they confess the Unity of the Creator, they should be told that

the entire praise is Allah’s, the One Who is the Creator of all things, not the idols which

themselves are His creatures. But most of them do not know and do not understand

that worship must be particular to the Creator of the world. The verse continues

:saying

’,” Say: ‘(All) praise is Allah’s.’ ‘Nay! Most of them do not know “… 
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دُیمِحَْلا ُّیِنغَْلا  وَهُ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یِف  امَ  هَِّلِل  } 26{

What is in the heavens and the earth is Allah’s; verily Allah is the Self-Sufficient, . “ 26
.” the Most Praised

Commentary, verse: 26

Only Allah, the Almighty, is the Creator and the Owner of the creatures, and also it is
.only He Who is Self-Sufficient and Most Praised

In this noble verse the Qur’ān refers to the ownership of Allah, because next to

proving His creative power there needs not to bring another reason for His

:ownership. In this verse the Holy Qur’ān says

; …” What is in the heavens and the earth is Allah’s“

It is evident that the One Who is the Creator and the Owner is the Divisor of the

affairs of the world, too. Thus, by the above mentioned explanation, three parts of

Monotheism are proved: (the Unity of creatorship, the Unity of ownership, and the

.Unity of Lordship

And the One, Who is like that, is self-sufficient of all things and is worthy of any praise.
:That is why, at the end of the holy verse it says

.” verily Allah is the Self-Sufficient, the Most Praised “… 

Allah is All-Sufficient and is the Most Praised from any point of view, since every merit

which is found in the world belongs to Allah, the Self-Sufficient, and whatever a

person has is completely obtained from Him, and the sources of every goodness are

.in His authority, and this is a real evidence to His self-sufficiency

In view of the fact that /hamd/ means praise for a good deed which a person does

voluntarily, and whatever good
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thing we see in the world is from His side, then all praises belong to Him. Even when

we praise the beauty of a flower, and we explain the attraction of the heavenly loves,
or we honour the greatness of the action of a self-sacrificing altruist, again we, in fact,
praise Him, because this beauty and that attraction and realness also belong to Him,

.therefore, He is All-Praised

****

p: 295

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 338 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


هَِّللا تُامَِلکَ  تْدَفَِن  اَّم  رٍحُْبأَ  هُعَْبسَ  هِدِْعَب  نِم  هُُّدمُیَ  رُحْبَْلاوَ  مٌلاَْقأَ  هٍرَجَشَ  نِم  ضِرْلأَا  یِف  امََّنأَ  وَْلوَ  } 27{

مٌیکِحَ رٌیزِعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ 

And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the sea added to seven seas (were . “ 27
ink in the writing), (yet) would not the Words of Allah be exhausted; Verily Allah is the

.” Mighty, the Wise

Commentary, verse: 27

The purpose of the Arabic phrase /sab‘atu ’abhur/ (seven seas) may be for multiplicity

and the number is not properly meant. That is, if the water of all seas becomes ink,
they can not write down the entire words (knowledge) of Allah, the Mighty, the Wise,

.by it

There is an illustration from the endless knowledge of Allah (s.w.t.) in this holy verse

which has been depicted by mentioning a very expressive and comprehensive

:similitude. It says

And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the sea added to seven seas (were ink“
in the writing), (yet) would not the Words of Allah be exhausted; Verily Allah is the

.” Mighty, the Wise

The Arabic word /yamudduhū/ is derived from /midād/ in the sense of ‘ink’ or a

coloured substance by which something is written, and it is originally derived from

/madd/ in the sense of ‘drawing’, because the writings are produced by drawing of a
.pen on the sheet of paper
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Some commentators have also cited another meaning for this term. It is the oil which

is poured in a torch and is the cause of its light. Both of these meanings mentioned

.here, in fact, return to one root

The Arabic term /kalimāt/ is the plural form of /kalimah/ which originally means the

words by means of which a person speaks. Then it has been used with a wider scope

of meaning which envelops anything that can convey a matter; and since each of the

different creatures of this world is an indication to Allah’s pure Essence, as well as His

knowledge and Power, every being can be called /kalimat-ullah/ (the word of Allah).
This term has been used particularly in respect to the nobler and more magnificent

beings, as about Jesus (a.s.) where the Holy Qur’ān says: “… the Messiah, Jesus son of

Mary, was only a Messenger of Allah, and His word …”(1) (Similar to this very meaning

(. is also mentioned in Sura ’Al-i-‘Imrān, No. 3, verse 45

Then, in this relation, the Qur’ānic phrase /kalimāt-ullāh/ has been used in the sense

.of Allah’s knowledge

Now we must think properly that for writing the whole knowledge of a person usually

a pen and some amount of ink is sufficient; and it is even possible that with this very

single pen some other people write down their entire knowledge on the sheet of

paper, but the Qur’ān in this holy verse says: “… if all the trees on the earth were pens

…” and we know that there can be produced thousands or millions of pens from the

.trunk and branches of a single tall tree

Also, we know about three fourth of the surface of the earth that it is covered by

water with a very considerable depth. Now, how wonderful will it be if all the oceans

on the earth
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become ink for writing and how much knowledge and sciences can be written down

?by them

Specially by adding seven other seas to them that each of them is equal to all the

oceans of the earth, and particularly that the figure ‘seven’ here does not mean

number but it is for multiplicity and denotes to numerous seas, it makes it clear that

how vast is the knowledge of Allah, the Almighty, the Wise. Moreover, all of them will

.be ended but the words of Allah will not be exhausted

Is there any illustration more interesting and more beautiful than this to show such

infiniteness? This figure is so expressive and comprehensive that might take with

itself the waves of man’s thought into the unlimited horizons and causes him to be in
.full wonder

Regarding this clear and expressive statement, a man feels that his knowledge

comparing the knowledge of Allah is as a zero in front of infiniteness, and it is worthy

for him to only say that his knowledge has reached a point that he has realized his

.ignorance

One of tender points that are found in this verse is that the word /šajarah/ (tree) is

said in singular form and the term /’aqlām/ (pens) is said in plural form in order to

indicate a large number of pens provided from a single tree with its trunks and

.branches

And also the application of the word /al-bahr/ (sea) in the singular form and the Arabic

signs ‘Alif’ and ‘Lām’ at its beginning are for the sake that it encompasses all the

oceans on the earth, in particular that all the oceans of the world are connected to

.each other and, indeed they can be considered as a whole vast ocean

And it is interesting that concerning the pens it does not speak about some additional

pens, while when it speaks about
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the oceans it say about other seven seas, because there will be used a few pens for

.writing and that which is used very much is ink

The figure ‘seven’ in the Arabic language is sometimes used for multiplicity and

perhaps it is for this view point that former nations counted seven the spheres of the

solar system (and in fact whatever is seen today by natural eyes in solar system is not

more than seven spheres). And regarding that a week is not formed by more than

seven days, and the whole globe was traditionally divided into seven sections and was

called by seven provinces, makes it clear that why the figure ‘seven’ has been used as

.a complete figure and for multiplicity

****
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رٌیصَِب عٌیمِسَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  هٍدَحِاوَ  سٍْفنَکَ  َّلاإِ  مْکُُثْعَب  لاَوَ  مْکُقُْلخَ  اَّم  } 28{

Your creation and your raising (after your death) are only as (the creation and the . “ 28
.” raising of) a single soul; verily Allah is Hearing, Seeing

Commentary, verse: 28

The origin of scepticism in the principle of Resurrection is sometimes the length of

time that how do the dead bodies return to life again after a long time? Sometimes its

origin is the dead themselves that how can the rotten bones, which have been mixed

and scattered, be separated from each other? And sometimes its cause is being

informed of the deeds, behaviour, and that how will those of all human beings be

reckoned after the recreation of the dead? In this verse, Allah answers to all of these

paradoxes by a single sentence. The Qur’ān implies that raising you all after your

death is as easy for Him as the creation of one of you, and the length of time has no

role in it. He hears and sees your murmurs and knows all your deeds, and He will

.reckon all of them

Therefore, quantity, population, time and place, and even ‘hidden and manifest’ have

:no effect in Allah’s knowledge and power. The verse says

Your creation and your raising (after your death) are only as (the creation and the “
.” raising of) a single soul; verily Allah is Hearing, Seeing

****
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یمسَُم لٍجَأَ  یَلإِ  يرِجْیَ  ٌّلکُ  رَمَقَْلاوَ  سَمَّْشلا  رََّخسَوَ  لِْیَّلا  یِف  رَاهََّنلا  جُِلوُیوَ  رِاهََّنلا  یِف  لَْیَّلا  جُِلوُی  هََّللا  َّنأَ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ  } 29{

رٌیِبخَ نَوُلمَْعتَ  امَِب  هََّللا  َّنأَوَ 

Have you not seen that Allah merges the night into the day and merges the day . “ 29
into the night, and He has made the sun and the moon subservient, each passing till

?” an appointed time and that Allah is aware of what you do

Commentary, verse: 29

The decrease and increase of the length of day and night, that occur gradually, have

an important function in the life of the living creatures that need some more darkness

.or light for their lives

This holy verse speaks about shortening and prolonging night and day as well as the

sun and the moon being made subservient by Allah. Then it refers to the movement of

each of them for an appointed time; and finally it implies that Allah is aware of what all

:human beings do. It says

Have you not seen that Allah merges the night into the day and merges the day into“
the night, and He has made the sun and the moon subservient, each passing till an

?” appointed time and that Allah is aware of what you do

That is, the aim of all existence and different changes in the system of creation is

man’s deed; then we must do something which contains the pleasure of Allah. Most of

the verses of the Qur’ān do not address only the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), but they are sent

for all people. For example, the Qur’ān says: “… and (to show) kindness to parents; if
one of them or both
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of them reach old age with you, do not say to them ‘fie’, nor repulse them, and speak

to them a gracious word.”(1) And we know that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) lost his parents

when he was a child and they were not alive to reach old age with him. In this verse,
too, though the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) is addressed with the Qur’ānic phrase:
/’alam tara/ (have you not seen), at the end of the verse it says: “… and that Allah is
aware of what you do?” this shows that the content of the verse envelops all people in

.general

****
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رُیِبکَْلا ُّیِلعَْلا  وَهُ  هََّللا  َّنأَوَ  لُطِابَْلا  هِِنودُ  نِم  نَوعُدْیَ  امَ  َّنأَوَ  ُّقحَْلا  وَهُ  هََّللا  َّناَِب  کَِلذَ  } 30{

This is because Allah is the Truth and because whatever they call upon besides . “ 30
.” Him is falsehood, and because Allah, He is the High, the Great

Commentary, verse: 30

Only Allah and whatever is from His side or depends to Him is the Truth and whatever

is besides Him or depends on other than Him is falsehood and is perishable.
Therefore, this verse implies that the matters which were mentioned in the previous

verses are some evidence that Allah is the Truth and whatever they call upon besides

:Him is falsehood, for verily Allah is the High, the Great. The verse says

This is because Allah is the Truth and because whatever they call upon besides Him is “
.” falsehood, and because Allah, He is the High, the Great

The totality of the discussions mentioned in the previous verses about creative

power, ownership, and the infinite knowledge and power of Allah prove these things,
and that the Truth is only He and other than Him is transitory, falsehood, limited and

dependant, and the attributes of /‘aliyy/ (the High) and /kabīr/ (the Great), which are

above everything and are beyond explanation, belong to His Pure Essence. An Arabic

poet says: “Beware that everything that is besides Allah, the High, is falsehood, and

.” every material bounty will finally perish

The content of the verse can philosophically be stated as follows: the Truth refers to a
real and lasting being, and that
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real being that is self-existent, permanent, stable, and eternal is only Allah (s.w.t.), and

the rest, whatever they may be, have not any existence in their essence and are

falsehood, because they have got their existence by the way of depending on that

eternal Truth, and as soon as He takes His grace from them they will be wiped out in
.the darkness of annihilation and non-existence

Thus, the more relation of other beings to his Essence is, proportionally the more

.legitimacy they will earn

However, as it was said before, these verses contain ten attributes out of the

prominent attributes of Allah, the Pure, and ten Names out of the Most Beautiful

Names of Allah. They contain some strong and undeniable reasons upon the negation

.of any polytheism and upon the necessity of Unity in all stages of worship

****
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Section 4: Let not the life of this world Deceive any one

Point

The ingratitude of the disbelievers after being blessed by Allah’s bounties – Let not

the life of this world deceive anyone – Allah alone knows the Hour of Judgment – No

.soul knows what he will earn tomorrow and no soul knows in which land he will die

رٍوکُشَ رٍاَّبصَ    ِ لّکُِل تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ  هِِتایَاءَ  نِْم  مکُیَرُِیِل  هَِّللا  تِمَْعِنِب  رِحْبَْلا  یِف  يرِجْتَ  کَْلفُْلا  َّنأَ  رَتَ  مَْلأَ  } 31{

Have you not seen that the ships ran on in the sea by Allah’s favour that He may . “ 31
show you of His signs? Verily in this are signs for every (steadfast) patient, grateful

(.” (one

Commentary, verse: 31

In previous verses, the sky, the sun and the moon were pointed out while in this verse

the earth, the seas, and ships are referred to. It implies that the movement of a ship

on the sea is the consequence of a collection of Allah’s bounties such as: the blow of

the wind, specific gravity, and the rules of the pressure of water which causes things

:to float on it. So the verse says

 …” Have you not seen that the ships ran on in the sea by Allah’s favour“

The aim of these affairs is that He wants to show you a part of His greatness. The

:verse continues saying

? …” that He may show you of His signs “… 
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Yes, there are some signs in these things for those who are very patient and are

:grateful, too. The verse says

(.” Verily in this are signs for every (steadfast) patient, grateful (one “… 

No doubt the movement of the ships on the surface of oceans is the fruit of a series of

laws of creation: the regular blow of the winds, from one side; the specific gravity of

wood or other materials by which a ship is built, from the other side; the level of the

density of water, from the third side; and the pressure emerged from the side of

water to the body of the things which cause them to float on it, from the fourth side,
.are among them

And if there appears any confusion in one of these things, either the ship sinks into the

.bottom of the sea, or it turns down, or it remains wandered in the midst of the sea

But the Lord Who has intended to set the expansion of the seas the best way for the

men’s voyage, and carrying the useful goods often from one point to another point,
.has also provided these conditions, each of which is a bounty out of His bounties

The greatness of the power of Allah in oceans and the smallness of man compared

with it is so much so that, in the past when people used only the power of the wind for

the movement of a ship, if all the people of the world gathered to make a ship run in
the midst of the sea against the direction of a strong wind, they would not be able to

.afford it

And now that the power of great engines has substituted the wind, again the strength

of some storms is so hard and heavy that can shake even the greatest ships, and

.sometime it may break them

And that at the end of the verse the emphasis has been laid on being patient and

grateful, it is either for the sake that living
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in this world consists of a collection of afflictions and favours, that both of them are

means of trial, perseverance and patience against severe events, and thanksgiving

.for bounties, all form a combination of duties for human beings

A lot of Islamic commentators have recorded a tradition from the holy Prophet of

Islam (p.b.u.h.) who said: “The Faith has two halves: half of it is patience (and

(perseverance), and the other half is thanksgiving.”(1

Or there is an indication in this that for understanding the great Divine verses in the

expanse of creation man needs to have a motive, like being grateful to the benefactor

.accompanied with patience, in order to be more careful and more curious

****
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رٍاَّتخَ ُّلکُ  َّلاإِ  آنَِتایَاَِب  دُحَجْیَ  امَوَ  دٌصِتَْقُّم  مهُْنمِفَ    ِ رّبَْلا یَلإِ  مْهُاَّجَن  اَّملَفَ  نَی   ِ دّـلا هَُل  نَیصـِِلخُْم  هََّللا  ْاوُعَدَ  لِلَُّظلاکَ  جٌوْمَ  مهُیَشـِغَ  اذَإِوَ  } 32{
رٍوفُکَ

And when a wave covers them like the canopy (of clouds), they call upon Allah in . “ 32
sincere devotion unto Him, but when He has delivered them to the land, some of them

follow the middle course, and none denies Our signs, except every perfidious,
.” ungrateful one

Commentary, verse: 32

Point

Man naturally is godly, but some material means may cover the nature like a curtain,
.and the occurrence of some events and dangers may disclose this curtain

After stating the movement of ships in the seas which have been the greatest and the

most useful means for many men to transport and carry their loads both in the past

and today, through this verse the Qur’ān refers to one of other features of the same

subject, where it points to the time when people embark a ship and in the midst of the

:sea they may encounter a storm. It says

And when a wave covers them like the canopy (of clouds), they call upon Allah in“
, …” sincere devotion unto Him

The Arabic word /zulal/ is the plural form of /zullah/ for which the commentators have

mentioned several meanings. Rāqib in Mufradāt says: “The term /zullah/ means the

cloud that is shady, and it is often used in the cases that there is an unpleasant matter

.” in the affair

/. Some commentators have also rendered it into ‘canopy’, derived from /zill

’. Some others have taken it with the sense of ‘mountain
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Though in relation to the verse under discussion these very meanings do not differ

very much with each other, regarding that this word has repeatedly been used in the

Qur’ān with the meaning of Shady clouds, and regarding that the application of the

Qur’ānic term /qašiyahum/ (covers them) is more fitting with the sense of ‘cloud’, this

.interpretation seems closer to the fact

Then the verse means that the great waves of the sea will arise and surround the ship

so violent that as if a cloud had cast a shadow over them, a shadow which is fearful

.and horrible

It is here that man, with the whole apparent powers that he has gained and gathered

for him, now sees himself weak, naught, and unable. He receives no help from

anywhere, and all spiritual and material means becomes useless for him. There will

remain no hope for him except the light which glitters from inside his soul and from

.the depth of his nature

It discloses the curtains of negligence and brightens his heart and tells him that there

is someone Who can save you. The same One Whose command the waves of the sea

.obey

It is here that the pure Monotheism fills his whole heart, and he considers religion,
.faith, and worship specific to Him

:Then the verse adds

but when He has delivered them to the land, some of them follow the middle “… 
, …” course

But there are another group of people who forget everything and the army of

.polytheism and paganism overcome the country of their heart

Some of the commentators believe that the above holy verse refers to ‘Akramat-
.ibn-’Abījahl who became Muslim

At the time of the conquest of Mecca, the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) forgave all people
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of Mecca except four persons, one of whom was ‘Akramat-ibn-’Abījahl. The Prophet

.( (p.b.u.h
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had issued the order of execution against them and had said wherever they could be

found they should be killed, (because these four vicious persons had fulfilled every

kind of hindrance, enmity, and crime that they could against Islam and the Muslims).
.Therefore, ‘Akramah had to flee from Mecca

He came to the bank of the Red

sea and embarked a ship. In the middle of the sea, a dangerous storm threatened the

ship. The people in the ship told each other: “Let us say fair well to the idols and only

.” ask help from Allah, the Merciful, because our gods can do nothing

Akramah said: “If but Monotheism does not save us in the sea, it will not save us in‘
the land either.” He continued saying: “O’ Allah! I may covenant with You that if You

deliver me from this affliction I will go to Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and shake

.” hand with him for I know him a forgiver and gracious

At last, he was delivered and went to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and embraced Islam.(1)
This very event has also been recorded in ’Usd-ul-Qāyah fī Ma‘rifat-is-Sahābah, Vol.

.4, P. 5

It has also been cited in some Islamic history books that later ‘Akramah was counted

in the row of the true Muslims and he got to be a martyr in the Battle of ‘Yarmūk’ or

’. ‘’Ajnādīn

:At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān adds

.” and none denies Our signs, except every perfidious, ungrateful one “… 

The Arabic term /xattār/ is derived from /xatr/ in the sense of perjury. This term in

Arabic is an amplification form. The polytheists and the guilty repeatedly turn to Allah

for their afflictions and covenant with Him or make vows, but when the
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affliction is removed, they often breach their covenants one after another and are

.ingratitude to the bounties of Allah

Indeed the Qur’ānic words /xattār/ (perfidious) and /kafūr/ (ungrateful) that have

occurred at the end of the verse are the opposite points of the Qur’ānic terms

/sabbār/ (patient) and /šakūr/ (grateful) which were mentioned in the previous verse;

(the term ‘Ungrateful’ is opposite of ‘grateful’, and perjury is opposite of ‘patience’
and to be loyal to one’s covenant.) For, fulfilling the promise is possible only by

applying patient. It is they who, when the flame of natural faith is enlightened inside

their soul, try to keep this Divine light and not to be quenched any more as the result

.of being covered by curtains and barriers

:A few Points upon Sincerity

Sincerity is the case that an action is perfectly performed for the cause of Allah, so

much so that even if one percent of it, or less than it, is for other than Allah (s.w.t.) that

.worship is nullified or it has problem

If we take the place of keeping up the prayer for other than Allah, for instance, we try

to stand somewhere that so other people see us, or the camera shows us, our prayer

.is kept up for other than Allah

If we choose the time of worship for other than Allah, for example, we establish

.prayer in time in order to attract the attention of people, it will be the same

If the gesture and our appearance in which we establish prayer is for other than Allah,
for example, we may wear a shoulder-mantle; or have a change in our voice, and

have an aim other than the pleasure of Allah (s.w.t.), in all these instances our prayer

.is null and void, and for hypocrisy we have committed sin, too
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In other words, sincerity is in that we do not heed our sensual desires, carnal wishes,
false deities, political adherences, and the wrong demands of individuals, but our

.motive is only one thing: obeying the command of Allah and fulfilling our duty

Verily obtaining sincerity is not possible but with the help of Allah. The Qur’ān by the

verse under discussion says: “And when a wave covers them like the canopy (of

clouds), they call upon Allah in sincere devotion unto him, but when He has delivered

, …” them to the land, some of them follow the middle course

:The Ways of Obtaining Sincerity

We must be attentive to the knowledge and Power of Allah. If we know that all - 1
glories, powers, and provisions are in His authority, we never refer to other than Him

.in order to gain glory, power, and provision

If we note that the creatures are created by the will of Allah and by His will every thing

will be vanished; if we know that He both produces the causes and nullifies the

causes, that is, He appoints the dry palm tree the cause of fresh date for Mary, and

turns the fire, which could cause Abraham to be burnt, to become cold for him, we do

.not betake ourselves to other than Him

There are hundreds verses and stories in the Qur’ān that invite people to pay

attention to Allah’s Providence in order that haply they may leave out other than Him

.and go sincerely toward Him

We must note the blessings of sincerity: A sincere person has only a single aim - 2
which is ‘gaining the content of Allah’, and the one whose aim is only that, does not

seek the encouragement of this one or that one. He does not fear of
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blames. He does not scare of loneliness. He never retreats in his way. He never rues.
For the sake of people’s heedlessness, he never loses hope. In paving the path of the

Truth he never tends to majority and minority. The sincere believers do not afraid

(that: “… they fight in the way of Allah, so they slay and they are slain, …”(1

In the threshold of his journey to Karbalā, Imam Hussayn (a.s.) said: “We go to

Karbalā whether we become martyr or become victorious. Our aim is to fulfil the

.” duty

We must regard to Allah’s favours: Another way which causes us to approach to - 3
sincerity is the remembrance of the favours of Allah. We must not forget that we did

not exist. The life-germ was made of soil and food stuff and was put inside the

darkness of the mother’s womb. It passed the development stages one after another

and it was born in the form of a perfect human being. At that time this baby did not

know anything save sucking the mother’s milk, a complete food which provides all the

needs of the body. The mother’s milk, accompanied with mother’s affection, was

almost always at his service. Does any aware conscience let that after reaching to

those abundant bounties, power, and knowledge we incline to others? Why may we

sell ourselves to some human beings who neither have any right on us nor have they

?done us any favour

We must always seek the will of Allah. If we know that people’s hearts depend on - 4
Allah’s will and that He is the converter of the hearts, we will perform any action for

Him, and wherever we need the people’s supports, we ask Allah to bestow it on us the

.necessary love, amiability, and position in people’s hearts and opinions

Hadrat ’Ibrāhīm (a.s.) elevated the basis of Ka‘bah in the hot and blazing deserts of

Arabia and invoked that He would
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tend the people’s hearts toward his progeny. Now, after thousand years that that

event has passed, every year millions of people circumambulate amorously around

.that House, more exciting than a butterfly

How many a man that try hard to make some people fairly content, but these people

still do not love them, and there are many persons that without having hope to

people, properties, name, wealth and position rely on Allah and sincerely fulfil their

duty while they are also honoured in the eyes of people. Therefore, the aim must be

.Allah’s pleasure and they ask people’s pleasure from Allah, too

We must note to the duration of affairs. If an action is done for Allah its result will - 5
remain, since it has a godly colour. But if it is not done for Allah, soon or late it will be

vanished. The Qur’ān says: “What is with you comes to an end, and what is with Allah

(will endure …”(1

We must compare the recompenses. There are kinds of restrictions in people’s - 6
recompense. For example, if people decide to give recompense to a prophet, they

may give him the best clothing, food, and residence, while all these bounties are

limited, and the evil people possess them, too. The wrong doers can also use kinds of

.ornamentations, palaces, gardens and glorious private mounts

But when an action is done in the cause of Allah, there will wait some unlimited

recompenses for it, whether material and spiritual. Here, too, if we think correctly,
wisdom does not allow us to exchange infinite and inclusive recompenses for some

.limited ones from the side of human beings

****
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لاَفَ ٌّقحَ  هَِّللا  دَـعْوَ  َّنإِ  اًئْیشـَ  هِدِِـلاوَ  نعَ  زٍاجَ  وَهُ  دٌوُلوْمَ  لاَوَ  هِدَِـلوَ  نعَ  دٌِـلاوَ  يزِجْیَ  ـَلا  اًـموْیَ  اوْشَخْاوَ  مْکَُّبرَ  اوقَُّتا  سُاَّنلا  اهـَُّیأَ  آیـَ  } 33{
رُورُغَْلا هَِّللاِب  مکَُّنَّرغُیَ  لاَوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هُایَحَْلا  مُکَُّنَّرغُتَ 

O people! Be in awe of your Lord and dread the Day when no father shall avail . “ 33
aught for his son, nor a son shall avail aught for his father. Verily the promise of Allah

is true; so let not the life of the world beguile you, nor let the Deluder delude you

.” concerning Allah

Commentary, verse: 33

Everybody must be in awe of Allah and avoid all kinds of creedal, ethical and practical

deviations in order to be pious, because the best provision, for the day when even a
.father and son will not help each other, is piety

So, in this verse as a conclusion of the last admonishments and the evidences of

Monotheism and Resurrection, at first the Qur’ān attracts the attention of all human

beings to Allah and the Day of Hereafter. Then it warns them against the pride

originated from the world and Satan; and after that it refers to the vast knowledge of

:Allah (s.w.t.) and that it encompasses everything. It says

O people! Be in awe of your Lord and dread the Day when no father shall avail aught“
. …” for his son, nor a son shall avail aught for his father

In fact, the first command refers to the Origin, and the second command refers to

.Resurrection

The first command awakens the power of attention in man, and the second divine

command awakens in him the feeling of
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recompense and retribution. No doubt he who knows an aware and well-informed

One Who sees all his deeds, knows them, and records them, and, on the other side,
there will be held a just court to investigate all things in detail, such a person hardly

.commits any sin or corruption

The Arabic phrase /lāyajzī/ is derived from /jazā’/ which has been used with two

senses. One of them is ‘to give reward or retribution instead of something’; and the

other is: ‘to suffice, to succeed and to bear’, as the verse under discussion implies that

no father shall accept the responsibility of his son’s deeds and he does not succeed

.him nor does avail him

It is possible that both of them return to one root, for both reward and retribution

.succeed the deed, too, and each will be given to its doer appropriate to the deed

However, on that Day every one is so busy with him and is afflicted with the

circumstances of his own deeds that he can not do any favour to another one, even

neither the father nor the son, who have the closest relation with each other, will think

.of the other one

This verse is similar to what has occurred at the beginning of Sura Al-Hajj which,
concerning Hereafter and the earthquake of the Resurrection Day, says: “On the Day

(you shall behold it, every suckling mother shall forsake her suckling babe, …”(1

It is noteworthy that concerning father the Qur’ān applies the Arabic clause /lāyajzī/
(which is in future tense) but concerning son it applies the Arabic word /jāz/ which in
Arabic is a ‘noun-agent’. This difference may be for variety in speech; or it points to

the duty and responsibility of a child before his father, because an Arabic noun-agent

.indicates some more permanence and repetition
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In other words, it is expected from the father’s affection that at least in some

instances he tolerates the punishment of his child in the same way that in the word he

eagerly accepted his afflictions, but concerning a child it is expected that he tolerates

some more afflictions of his father for many rights he has upon him; while none of

them solve the least problem from the other on that Day, for everybody is busy with

.his own deeds

At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān warns man against two things: the life of the world

:and Satan. It says

Verily the promise of Allah is true; so let not the life of the world beguile you, nor let “… 
.” the Deluder delude you concerning Allah

In fact, instead of two enjoinments that were mentioned at the beginning of the

current Sura, there are two prohibitions mentioned here, since if the fear from Divine

reckoning and retribution be awaken in a person, there will not need for him to be

afraid of existing deviation and pollution in him, except from two ways: the first is that

the dazzling glare of the world changes the facts wrongly in his view and takes the

ability of discrimination from him since the love of the world is the cause of all sins.
The second is that the temptations of Satan may beguile him, make him proud, and

.cause him to become far from Origin and Resurrection

If these two ways of penetration of sin can be closed, no other danger will threaten

him, and by these abovementioned four instructions, a complete collection of

.program is provided for the felicity of man

In conclusion, Allah’s justice makes the existence of Hereafter necessary for man,
because we see many good and evil ones that apparently do not reach to their proper

reward and retribution in the world. Therefore, Allah, the just, must
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.appoint another place for giving them their due reward and retribution

Of course, now and then there are seen some rewards and retributions for them in
the world, but their main place for a great deal of deeds is only Hereafter, because in
some instances there is no possibility for them in this world. For example, the one who

has become martyr in the way of Allah is not present in the world to receive his

reward, or the one who has killed a lot of people can not endure more than one

.retribution in this world; he must get his real chastisement in Hereafter

****
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ضٍرْأَ   ِ يّأَِب سٌْفَن  يرِدْتَ  امَوَ  اًدغَ  بُسِکْتَ  اذَاَّم  سٌْفَن  يرِدْتـَ  امَوَ  مِاحَرْلاَا  یِف  امَ  مُلَْعیَوَ  ثَْیغَْلا  ِ لُ  زّنَُیوَ هِعَاَّسلا  مُْلعِ  هُدَـنعِ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  } 34{
رٌیِبخَ مٌیِلعَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  تُومُتَ 

Verily Allah is He with Whom is the knowledge of the Hour, and He sends down the . “ 34
rain, and He knows what is in the wombs; and no one knows what he shall earn the

.” morrow, and no one knows in what land he shall die. Verily Allah is Knowing, Aware

Commentary, verse: 34

Only Allah knows the time of the death and the occurrence of Hereafter. If human

beings knew that the time of their death were far and the Hereafter were not be held

so soon, they would be proud and would commit more sins; and if they are told that

the Hereafter will be held very soon, they terrify and leave their job and activity. So

we mortals, who do not know the exact time of our death and Hereafter, must always

.be prepared

However, in relation to the discussion about Resurrection mentioned in the previous

verse, this verse, which is the last verse of this Sura, speaks of those information

:which are specific to Allah. It says

, …” Verily Allah is He with Whom is the knowledge of the Hour“

, …” and He sends down the rain “… 

; …” and He knows what is in the wombs “… 

and no one knows what he shall earn the morrow, …” “… and no one knows in “… 
. …” what land he shall die
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.” Verily Allah is Knowing, Aware “… 

It seems this entire verse is an answer to the question in regard to Hereafter, the

same question that the pagans of Quraysh repeatedly asked from the Prophet

((p.b.u.h.) and said: “… When will it be? …”(1

In answer to them, the Qur’ān implicitly says no one knows the moment of the

occurrence of Hereafter save Allah; and according to some other verses of the

Qur’ān, Allah has made this knowledge concealed for all humankind so that pride and

negligence would never encompass people; He says: “Verily the Hour (of Doom) is

(coming, but I will to keep it hidden …”(2

Then the Qur’ān implies that not only the Hereafter is concealed for you, but there are

also many things in your daily living and among the nearest affairs of your death and

.life that you are not aware of

The time of the descent of the life-giving drops of rain, to which depend the lives of all

living beings is not manifest to any one of you, and you discuss about it only by

.guesses, estimations, and conjectures

Also no one is aware of the time of your appearance in the mother’s womb and the

.specifications of the embryo

And, again, the near future, that is, the events of your tomorrow and also the place

.wherein you shall die are hidden to all

You, who are not aware of these affairs which are close to your living, do not surprise

.that you are not informed of the moment of the occurrence of Hereafter

It is cited in Durr-ul-Manthūr that once a man by the name of ‘Warrāth’, from

Banymāzin Tribe, came to the Prophet
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Sura Tā Hā, No. 20, verse 15 - 2
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p.b.u.h.) and said: “O Muhammad! When will the Hereafter be held? Moreover, our)
cities have met drought; when there will affluence come? And also when I set out to

come here my wife was pregnant; when will she be confined? And also I know what I
have done today, but what will I do tomorrow? And, finally, I know where I have been

born, but tell me to know in which land will I die?” The above verse was sent down and

(announced that the knowledge of all these things is with Allah.(1

****

The End of Sura Luqmān

p: 321

Tafsīr-i-Durr-ul-Manthūr, according to the narration of Al-Mīzān, Vol. 16, P. 254 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 366 of 733

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_321_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Sura As-Sajdah

Point

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

(The Adoration)

(No. 32 (Revealed at Mecca

Verses in 3 Sections 30

:The Feature of the Sura

This Sura is one of 29 Suras that begin with abbreviated letters and after which the

.Qur’ān is glorified

It is one of the four Suras of Qur’ān which contain obligatory prostration. According to

the tradition recorded in Majma‘-ul-Bayān, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) used to recite

.this Sura and Sura Al-Mulk every night before sleeping

Similar to other Meccan Suras, there are some almost detailed explanations about

Origin and Resurrection in this Sura, too. The end of the disbelievers is also mentioned

in it, in order that the faith of the believers and their steadfastness against the

.pressure of the enemies would be strengthened

To perform bowing and prostration at night, when people are asleep, is mentioned as

one of the specialities of the true believers pointed out in verse No. 25, the recitation of

.which needs obligatory prostration

****
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Sura As-Sajdah

(The Adoration)

(No. 32, (Revealed at Mecca

verses in 3 Sections 30

Section 1

Point

Qur’ān, The Book from the

Lord of the World

Qur’ān doubtlessly the Book from the Lord of the worlds, given to Holy Prophet

Muhammad to warn mankind that they may be guided aright – The creation of the

Universe – The creation of Man

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

ملا } 1{

نَیمَِلاعَْلا   ِ بَّّر نِم  هِیِف  بَْیرَ  بِاتَکِْلا لاَ  لُیزِنتَ  } 2{

’.” Alif, ‘A’, Lām, ‘L’, Mīm ‘M . “ 1

.” The revelation of the Book, there is no doubt in it, is from the Lord of the Worlds . “ 2
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Commentary, verses: 1-2

We have explained in detail about the abbreviated letters of the Qur’ān at the

beginning of Sura Al-Baqarah, but according to some Islamic traditions the

abbreviated letters are among allegorical ambiguous verses the knowledge of which

(is with Allah (s.w.t.) and His saints. (Majma‘-ul-Bayān, and Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn

Question: Regarding to the doubt, false allegation, and calumny that the opponents of

the Qur’ān used to announce and some verses refer to them, too, how does this

 …”? verses say: “… there is no doubt in it

Answer: The verse implies that there is no doubt in the legitimacy of the Qur’ān and its

commandments and gnostic knowledge, not that no one has doubted in it; so, in Sura

Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 23 the Qur’ān says: “And if you are in doubt of what We have

sent down to Our (faithful) servant (Muhammad), then bring forth one Sura the like

thereof, …”. The writer of the commentary: Fī-Zilāl-il-Qur’ān says: “An artificial flower

is not the same as a natural flower, because a natural flower itself stands witness,
.” that there is no doubt in its being natural

The Qur’ān has been sent down from the side of Allah and this fact has repeatedly

:been emphasized in it. The following examples are among them

The revelation of the Book, …, is from the Lord of the Worlds.” (The current Sura,“
(verse under discussion

And verily this (Qur’ān) is from the Lord of the Worlds.” (Sura Ash-Shu‘arā, No. 26,“
(verse 192

(A revelation of the Mighty, the Merciful.”(Sura Yāsīn, No. 36, verse 5“
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The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Mighty, the Wise.” (Sura Az-Zumar, No.“
(39, verse 1

The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Mighty, the Knowing.” (Sura Al-Mu’minīn“
((Qāfir) No. 40, verse 2

(A revelation from the Beneficent, the Merciful (Allah).” (Sura Fussilat, No. 41, verse 2“

(A revelation from the Wise, the Praised (One).” (Sura Fussilat, No. 41, verse 42 “… 

It has been sent down from Him Who created the earth and the high heavens.” (Sura“
(TāHā, No. 20, verse 4

Yes, The One Who has sent down the Qur’ān possesses everything of the existence,
.and dominates over all things. He is Mighty, Merciful, Wise, Knowing, and Praised

:However, in this verse the Qur’ān says

.” The revelation of the Book, there is no doubt in it, is from the Lord of the Worlds“

This verse, in fact, is an answer to two questions. It seems at first that the content of

this heavenly Book is questioned about. In answer, it announces that its content is the

Truth and there is no room for any doubt in this concern. Then, the compiler of it is

asked about. In answer to this question, the Qur’ān says that it is from the Lord of the

Worlds. This interpretation is also probable that the sentence: “From the Lord of the

Worlds” is an evidence for the sentence: “There is no doubt in it”. As if someone asks

by what reason this Book is the Truth and that there is no doubt in it. It says by the

reason that it is from the Lord of the Worlds from Whom every truth and reality

.comes into being

By the way laying emphasis on the attribute of “The Lord of the Worlds” among all

attributes of Allah may point to this fact that this Book is a collection of the wonders of

the world
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of existence and it contains the facts of the world of existence, because it is from the

.side of the Lord of the Worlds

Paying attention to this point is also necessary that here the Qur’ān does not want to

suffice to a mere claim, but it intends to say that what is evident does not need to be

.explained, and the content of this Book itself is a witness to its legitimacy and veracity

****
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نَودُتَهْیَ مْهَُّلعََل  کَِلْبقَ  نِم  رٍیذَِّن  نِم  مهُاتَأَ  آَّم  اًموْقَ  رَذِنُتِل  ِ-كَ  بَّّر نِم  ُّقحَْلا  وَهُ  لَْب  هُارَتَْفا  نَوُلوقُیَ  مْأَ  } 3{

Or do they say: ‘He (the Prophet) has forged it’? Nay! It is the truth from your Lord, . “ 3
that you may warn a people to whom no warner came before you, that haply they

.” may be guided aright

Commentary, verse: 3

The permanent manner of the pagans is to belie the Qur’ān, but you must convey the

Truth and do not be disappointed from guiding them. This holy verse points to the

calumny that polytheists and faithless hypocrites had repeatedly calumniated on this

:great heavenly Book. It says

’? …” Or do they say: ‘He (the Prophet) has forged it“

In answer to their unfounded claim, the Qur’ān implies it is not a calumny, and the

:proof of its truthfulness is manifest in it. It says

, …” Nay! It is the truth from your Lord “… 

:Then, the Holy Qur’ān refers to the aim of its revelation, when it says

that you may warn a people to whom no warner came before you, that haply they “… 
.” may be guided aright

The invitation of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) is both ‘glad tidings’ and ‘warning’, and

more than being a warner, the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) is a giver of glad tidings, yet

confronting a misguided and obstinate group, he (p.b.u.h.) should emphasize rather on

’. ‘warning
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The sentence which says: “… it is the truth from your Lord …” is again a hint to this fact

.that the proof of its legitimacy is seen inside of it

The sentence “… That haply they may be guided aright” points to this fact that the

Holy Qur’ān leads you to the right path but the final decision, however, must be made

.by man himself

By the way, the “people to whom no warner came” were Quraysh because there had

not been sent a prophet for them before the Prophet of Allah, Muhammad (p.b.u.h.).
Some of the commentators have said the objective meaning of this sentence is the

intermission time and its purpose is the length of the time between Jesus (a.s.) and

.(. the advent of the last Prophet (p.b.u.h

For more explanation you may refer to commentary books entitled: Tafsīr-us-Sāfī,
.Jawāmi‘-ul-Jāmi‘, Majma‘-ul-Bayān, Manhaj-us-Sādighīn, and Atyab-ul-Bayān

****
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لاَفَأَ عٍیفِشَ  لاَوَ  ٍّیِلوَ  نِم  هِِنودُ  مکَُل مِّ-ن  امَ  شِرْعَْلا  یلعَ  يوَتَسْا  َّمُث  مٍاَّیأَ  هَِّتسِ  یِف  امَهُنَْیَب  امَوَ  ضَرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  قَلَخَ  يذَِّلا  هَُّللا  } 4{

نَورَُّکذَتَتَ

Allah is He Who created the heavens and the earth and what is between them in six . “ 4
Days then He established Himself on ‘Arsh (the Throne of authority), for you there is
none besides Him of a guardian, nor any intercessor; will you not then receive

?” admonition

Commentary, verse: 4

In order to wipe out polytheism, the eternal power of Allah and the creation of

heavens and earth must be spoken of. So, next to the statement of the greatness of

the Qur’ān and the Messengerhood of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), this verse refers to one

of the most important bases of the Islamic beliefs, i.e. Monotheism and negation of

:polytheism. It says

Allah is He Who created the heavens and the earth and what is between them in six“
 …” Days

The objective meaning of ‘Six Days’ mentioned in such verses is ‘six periods’, and we

know that one of the meanings of ‘Day’ in daily applications is ‘period’, as we say:
‘One day the despotic government was ruling and ‘today’ the council system is’, while

we know that despotic government used to rule thousands of years but they are said

’. as ‘days

On the other side, we know that the heavens and the earth have passed different

periods. One day all the spheres of the solar system were in the form of a single

melted mass. Another

p: 329

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 374 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


.day some planets separated from the sun and began to rotate around it

One day the earth was entirely fiery, and another day it became cold and appropriate

for the life of plants and animals. Then, the living creatures came into being in

different stages. (This meaning and also the ‘six periods’ were explained in the

.( commentary of Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse 54

It is evident that the infinite power of Allah is enough to create the entire universe in
one moment or less than that, but this gradual system can illustrate better the glory,

.knowledge and providence of Allah in all stages

For example, if an embryo could complete all its periods of development to be born,
its wonders would remain aloof from the man’s view. But when we see that every day

and every week during this period of nine months foetus gets a new shape and

adopts some new surprising circumstances, and it passes its wonderful stages one

.after another, we will be better acquainted with the greatness of Allah

Next to the statement of the creation of the things, the verse refers to the subject of

:Divine sovereignty over the world of existence, and says

(, …” then He established Himself on ‘Arsh (The Throne of authority “… 

As we have formerly said, the Arabic word /‘arš/ originally means: ‘a throne with long

legs’, and usually it ironically means ‘power’, as in our daily speaking we say: “The legs

of his throne were broken” which means his power was vanished. Thus, that Allah

established Himself on ‘Arsh, is not an indication to its bodily meaning that He may

have a throne like human kings to sit on it, but it means He is both the Creator of the

.world of existence and the administrator over the whole universe
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At the end of the holy verse, by pointing to the subject of Monotheism, ‘mastership’
:and ‘intercession’, the above verse completes the stages of Monotheism. It says

; …” for you there is none besides Him of a guardian, nor any intercessor “… 

By this clear reason that the creation of the world is a sign for His Sovereignty, and

sovereignty is an evidence for the Unity of ‘master’, ‘intercessor’, and ‘object of

:worship’, why do you pave the wrong way and go to false gods? The verse says

?” will you not then receive admonition “… 

In fact, the three stages of Monotheism mentioned in the above verse, each is

counted an evidence for the other; the Unity of creative power is an evidence for the

Unity of sovereignty, and the Unity of sovereignty is an evidence for the Unity of

’. ‘master’, ‘intercessor’ and ‘object of worship

Some commentators have delivered a question here, the answer of which is not so

complicated. They say the recent sentence of the verse announces: “… for you there

is none besides Him of a guardian nor any intercessor, …”. The concept of this

sentence is that your guardian and intercessor is only Allah (s.w.t.). Is it possible that

?someone intercedes with himself

:This Question can be answered in three ways

All intercessors have to intercede by His permission, as the Qur’ān says: “… who is it - 1
that can intercede with Him save by His leave? …”(1) Regarding to this fact, it can be

said that although the intercession is from the side of Divine prophets and saints, it

will return again to His Pure Essence, whether the intercession is for forgiving the sins

.of a person or for reaching some Divine bounties
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The witness to this statement is the verse which contains just the same meaning of

this very verse and it says: “… No intercessor can there be except after (obtaining) His

(leave. …”(1

Regarding to this fact that when we resort to Allah, we resort by His Attributes and - 2
ask help from His mercifulness, and beneficence, His being Forgiver and All-Forgiving,
and His bounteousness and His loving kindness; as if we set Him intercessor with

Himself, and we count these Attributes as agents between us and His Pure Essence,
though His Attributes, in fact, are the essence of His Pure Essence. This is the same

thing that is mentioned in the Supplication of Kumayl through the expressive sentence

.” of Ali (a.s.) where he says: “I seek intercession by You unto You

The purpose of the Qur’ānic word /šafi‘/ (intercessor) here is guardian helper, and - 3
aid, and we know that the helper, aid and guardian is only Allah. And that some

commentators have rendered the word /šafā‘at/ here into the sense of creation and

.completion of the souls, in fact, it returns to this very meaning, too

****
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نَوُّدعُتَ اَّمِم  هٍنَسَ  فَْلأَ  هُرُادَْقِم  نَاکَ  مٍوْیَ  یِف  هِْیَلإِ  جُرُْعیَ  َّمُث  ضِرْلأَا  یَلإِ  ءِآمََّسلا  نَِم  رَْملأَا  ِ-رُ  بّدَُی } 5{

He directs the affair (of this world) from the heaven to the earth, then shall it . “ 5
.” ascend to Him in a Day the measure of which is a thousand years of what you reckon

Commentary, verse: 5

In the same manner that in creation everything is from Him and is unto Him, the

management of affairs is also from Him and is unto Him. This fact is rendered into

:Unity of Lordship. Therefore, this verse says

, …” He directs the affair (of this world) from the heaven to the earth“

In other words, the Lord of the world of existence Has taken everything, from

heavens to the earth, under His Own management, and except Him there is no other

.controller in this world

:Then, concerning this management of affairs, the Qur’ān says

then shall it ascend to Him in a Day the measure of which is a thousand years of “… 
.” what you reckon

As some other verses of the Qur’ān indicate, the objective meaning of this ‘day’ is the

Day of Hereafter. There are also some Islamic traditions narrated on the commentary

of this verse that Allah, the Almighty, has created this world, has arranged the

heavens and the earth with a special order, and has bestowed the merit of life on man

and other living creatures, but in the end of the world He will roll up this order, the sun

,will become dark and the stars will lose their light, and
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as the Qur’ān says: “The Day when We will roll up the heaven as the rolling up of the

(scroll for writing; as We originated the first creation, (so) We shall get it return. …”(1

Then, following the rolling up of this world a new scheme and a wider world will be

.formed. That is, after this world another world will begin

This meaning has been mentioned in other verses of the Qur’ān, too, including Sura

Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 156 which says: “… Verily we belong to Allah, and certainly

unto Him shall we return. …” And Sura Ar-Room, No. 30, verse 27 says: “And He it is

Who originates the creation, then He brings it back again, and it is easier for Him (than

the first creation), …” And in Sura Yūnus, No. 10, verse 34 we recite: “… Say: ‘(Only)
Allah originates creation, then brings it back again; then how are you turned away

(’?” (from the Turah

Regarding to these meanings and other noble verses of the Qur’ān which indicate

that all affairs finally return to Allah, like Sura Hūd, No. 11, verse 123 that says: “… and

to Him the whole affairs will be returned; …”(2), makes it clear that the verse under

discussion also speaks about the beginning and the end of the world and the reality

.and existence of the Hereafter Day

Therefore, the concept of the verse is that: Allah devises the affair of this world from

the heaven to the earth, (i.e.) He begins from the heaven and ends it in the earth), and

.then all of them return to Him on the Day of Hereafter

It is recorded in Ali-ibn-’Ibrahīm’s commentary, following the verse, that the purpose

of it is the management of the affairs that Allah undertakes, as well as the

enjoinments and prohibitions that are cited in religion and the deeds of all
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human beings. All of these things will be made manifest on the Day of Hereafter, the

(length of which is a thousand years comparing the years of this world.(1

There arises here a question that in Sura Al-Ma‘ārij, No. 70, verse 4 concerning the

Day of Hereafter we recite: “To Him ascend the angels and the Spirit in a day the

measure of which is fifty thousand years.” How can the content of the verse under

discussion in which the measure of the day is mentioned only one thousand years and

that of this verse be considered with together? The answer to this question is given in
a tradition recorded in ’Amālī by Shaykh Tūsī Vol. 1, P. 36, narrated from Imam Sādiq

(a.s.) who said: “Verily in Hereafter there are fifty stations (places of standing for

taking care of deeds and reckoning) each of which takes one thousand years of what

you reckon. Then he recited this verse: ‘… in a Day the measure of which is a

(thousand years …’.”(2

These meanings, of course, do not contrast to this matter that these figures (a
thousand and fifty thousand) here are not figures of counting, but, indeed, each of

them is for showing multiplicity and stating the plurality, that is, in Hereafter there are

.fifty stations that a person must stand for a long time in each of them

****
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مُیحَِّرلا زُیزِعَْلا  هِدَاهََّشلاوَ  بِْیغَْلا  مُِلاعَ  کَِلذَ  } 6{

,” This is the Knower of the hidden and the manifest, the Mighty, the Merciful . “ 6

Commentary, verse: 6

The facts of the world are divided into two kinds for us: manifest and hidden, but there

is nothing absent or hidden for Allah. Therefore, the rules governed over the world

are based on the infinite knowledge of Allah, and the Divine knowledge is equal for the

manifest and hidden things. This holy verse at first refers to and emphasizes on the

Monotheistic discussions mentioned in the former noble verses which contained four

Attributes of Allah: Unity in Creative Power, Sovereignty, Mastership, and Lordship. It

:says

,” This is the Knower of the hidden and the manifest, the Mighty, the Merciful“

It is evident that the One Who manages the affairs of the heaven and the earth,
governs on them, and undertakes the rank of Mastership, intercession, and creation,
must be aware of everything whether seen or unseen, because without a vast

.knowledge none of these affairs is possible to be fulfilled

In the meantime such one must be Mighty so that He can do these important affairs,
but this power and glory logically is not accompanied with rudeness, it is accompanied

.with mercifulness and grace

****
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نٍیطِ نِم  نِاسَنلإِا  قَْلخَ  أَدََبوَ  هُقَلَخَ  ءٍیْشَ  َّلکُ  نَسَحْأَ  يذَِّلا  } 7{

نٍیهِمَ ءٍآمَ  نِم  هٍَللاَسُ  نِم  هُلَسَْن  لَعَجَ  َّمُث  } 8{

He Who made best everything that He created, and He began the creation of man . “ 7
,” from clay

,” Then He made his progeny of an extraction of mean water . “ 8

Commentary, verses: 7-8

Everything is created by Allah, and that the Qur’ān has mentioned ‘man’ separately

.beside all the things of existence shows the particular importance and value of man

This verse points to the best system of creation in general, and it is a beginning for the

:statement of man being created and being gradually completed particularly. It says

, …” He Who made best everything that He created“

Whatever He created He gave it whatever it needed. In other words, He established

the great building of creation on ‘the best system’; i.e. He appointed it on such a firm

.system that something more complete than it could not be considered

He created relationship and harmony among all beings, and He bestowed on each of

them whatever they demanded by non-verbal language. If we look carefully at the

stature of a human beings and think about every one of the systems of his body we

see that, from the point of construction, volume, the condition of cells, and the

manner of their work have been just created in a way that they can perform their

duty very well; and in the meantime He has appointed such a relation between the

organs that all of them, with no exception, affect on each other and are affected by

.each other
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And this meaning is exactly seen in the whole universe with many varieties of

creatures, specially in the world of living beings that have some organizations entirely

.different

Yes, it He Who gives kinds of pleasant perfumes to various flowers; and it is He Who

endows spirit on clay and from it He makes a clever and free man. And also He

creates kinds of flowers, sometimes men, sometimes other sorts of being from this

.very clay. Even the soil itself also contains, in its turn, whatever it must have

Similar to this meaning is that which we recite in Sura Tā-Hā, No. 20, verse 50 from the

tongue of Moses and Aaron: “… ‘Our Lord is He Who gave everything its creation, then

’.” guided it aright

Then, after mentioning this extroversive proposition, the Qur’ān begins the

introversive discussion, and in the same manner that in the extroversive verses it

referred to a few branches of Monotheism, here it speaks about a few great merits

:concerning man. At first it says

,” and He began the creation of man from clay “… 

He did so in order to show His Own greatness and Power: that He has created such a
magnificent creature from this simple and valueless material; and He created man,
the picturesque attractive being, from mud. And He did so in order to warn man that

.where he has come from and where he will go to

It is clear that this verse speaks about the creation of Adam (human) not all men,
because the continuation of his seed is referred to in the next verse; and the outward

.of this verse is a clear reason for the independent creation of man

This meaning becomes clearer in regard to the verse which says: “Verily the likeness

of Jesus, with Allah, is as the
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likeness of Adam. He created him from dust …”(1) And also it says: “And certainly We

(created man of raw clay, of black mud moulded”(2

From the totality of these verses it is understood that the creation of man was in the

.form of an independent creation which came into being from dust and mud

****

The next verse points to the creation of man’s progeny and how the children of Adam

:are born in later stages. It says

,” Then He made his progeny of an extraction of mean water“

The Arabic word /ja‘ala/ here means ‘creation’; and the term /nasl/ indicates to

.progeny and grand children in all stages

The Qur’ānic term /sulālah/ originally means extract and pure squeezed material of

anything, and its purpose here is the man’s seed which, in fact, is the extract of the

clay of his entity and it is the source of life and the essential cause of the birth of

.offspring and continuation of generation

This water which apparently is a worthless water from the point of construction and

the life cells which are floating in it, is a particular combination of a fluid wherein cells

are floating and it is very delicate and extraordinarily exact and complicated. It is

.counted one of the signs of the greatness, power and knowledge of Allah

The Arabic term /mahīn/, which means: weak, mean, and naughty, refers to the

.outward situation of water, else it is one of the most mysterious beings
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نَورُکُشْتَ اَّم  لاًیِلقَ  هَدَِئْفلاَاوَ  رَاصَْبلاَاوَ  عَمَّْسلا  مُکَُل  لَعَجَوَ  هِحِورُ  نِم  هِیِف  خَفََنوَ  هُاَّوسَ  َّمُث  } 9{

Then He fashioned him, and breathed into him of His spirit and appointed for you . “ 9
.” hearing, and sight, and hearts (but) little is it that you give thanks

Commentary, verse: 9

One of the signs of man’s honour is the Divine spirit which has been breathed into

him; and for receiving the Divine accomplishments, man needs preparation and

(. equilibrium, (at first a proportionate stature, then the spirit of Allah breathed in him

In this verse there are some hints to the complicated stages of man’s development in
the environment of the womb, as well as the stages that Adam passed at the time

:when he was created from clay. It says

, …” Then He fashioned him“

 …” and breathed into him of His spirit “… 

,and appointed for you hearing, and sight “… 

 …” and hearts

.” but) little is it that you give thanks “… )

The Arabic term /sawwāh/ (fashioned him) is derived from /taswiah/ in the sense of ‘to

complete’, and this refers to the whole stages that a person passes from the time of

being in the form of semen as far as the stage when all the limbs of his body appear,
and also the stages that Adam passed after being created from dust until when the

.spirit was breathed into him

The application of the Arabic word /nafx/ (breath) is ironically for inhering spirit in

man’s body, as if it has been
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.likened to the air and respiration, though it is neither this nor that

If it is said that from the time when semen arrives into the womb, and before that, it is
?a living being, then what does ‘breathing spirit’ mean

In answer to this question it is said that at the beginning when the semen coagulates

it has only a kind of ‘animal life’, viz., it only feeds and grows, but it lacks sense and

movement, which are the signs of animal life, and also it lacks the perceptive faculty,
which is the sign of ‘human life’. But the development of semen in the womb reaches

a stage that it starts moving and other faculties gradually appear in it. This stage is

’. the same stage that the Qur’ān renders into ‘breathing spirit

The situation of the word /rūh/, in Arabic sentence, in relation with Allah is an

honouring relative, that is, an honourable and worthy spirit which is eligible to be

called Allah’s spirit was breathed into man. This indicates that though man from the

point of material dimension is made of ‘dark dust’ or from a worthless water’, but

.from the spiritual point of view it carries the spirit of Allah

One end of his being is soil and its another end is Allah’s ‘Arsh (throne); and for having

these two dimensions the scope of his ascending, and descent, or development and

.degeneration, is very vast

In the last stage of creation, which is counted its fifth stage, the Qur’ān has pointed to

the bounties of ear, eye, and heart. Of course, the objective meaning here is not the

creation of these limbs, because this creation happens before ‘breathing spirit’, but

.the purpose is a good hearing, a good sight, and a good perceptibility and wisdom
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And if among all the ‘apparent’ and ‘innate’ senses the verse has emphasized only on

three limbs, it is for the sake that the most important apparent senses of man, which

set a strong relation between man and the outward world, are ear and eye. The ear

receives the sounds and it is specially by it that education is performed and the eye is
.a means for seeing the outward world and the different scenes of it

The ability of intellect is also the most important inward sense; or, in other words, it
.rules over the man’s entity

It is interesting that the Arabic term /’af’idah/ is the plural form of /fu’ād/ in the sense

of heart, but it has a meaning more delicate than that. This word is usually used where

.there is blaze and maturity in it

And thus Allah has stated the most important means of acknowledge in ‘outside’ and

‘inside’ of man’s entity in this verse, since the human studies can be obtained either

by the way of ‘experience’ the means of which is eye and ear, or by the way of

intellectual analysis and rational demonstrations and the means of which is wisdom

and intellect. This has been rendered in the Holy Qur’ān into /’af’idah/ (hearts). Even

the concepts that come to man’s heart by the way of inspiration or intuition and inner

intuition are again by this very ‘heart’. If this means of cognition is taken from man his

value will come down as low as a piece of stone and dust. That is why at the end of the

verse under discussion, the Qur’ān attracts the attention of human beings to

:thanksgiving for these great bounties and says

.” but) little is it that you give thanks “… )

This points to this fact that the more you thank for these great bounties, the less it is
.for them

****
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نَورُِفاکَ مْهِ  -ِ بّرَ ءِآقَلِب  مهُ  لَْب  دٍیدِجَ  قٍْلخَ  یفَِل  اَّنءِأَ  ضِرْلأَا  یف  انَْللَضَ  اذَءِأَ  اوُلاقَوَ  } 10{

And they said: ‘When we are lost in the earth, shall we even then be (returned) . “ 10
.” into a new creation?’ Nay! They are disbelievers in the meeting of their Lord

Commentary, verse: 10

In the previous verse we recited that Allah has given us two means of understanding

(eye and ear) and He complains that we give thanks a little. The verse under

discussion is one of the examples that states the ungratefulness of man that, after

seeing all the providence and power of the Almighty, yet man doubts the

:establishment of Hereafter. In this holy verse, too, it says

And they said: ‘When we are lost in the earth, shall we even then be (returned) into a“
?’ …” new creation

The application of the sentence “we are lost in the earth” refers to this fact that after

his death man will become dust, like other kinds of dust, and, as the result of natural

factors and non-natural ones, every particle of it will be thrown in a corner and it

seems that there remains nothing of him until when he will be returned again in

.Hereafter

But, in fact, they do not deny the power of Allah in this action, but they deny the

meeting of their Lord. They want to reject the stage of meeting their Lord which is the

stage of Divine reckoning and giving reward and retribution in order that,
consequently, they become free to do whatever they want to do in this world. The

:verse says
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.” Nay! They are disbelievers in the meeting of their Lord “… 

In fact, this verse has much similarity to the beginning verses of Sura Al-Qiyāmah that

say: “Does man think that We cannot assemble his bones?” “Nay, We are able to put

together in perfect order the very tips of his fingers.” “But man wishes to do wrong

(even) in the time in front of him.” “He questions: ‘When is the Day of

(Resurrection?’”(1

Therefore, they do not need anything from the point of reasoning; but their lusts have

cast a curtain over their heart, and their evil intentions hinder them to accept the

subject of Resurrection. Else, the same Lord Who has given this property to a piece of

magnet that it absorbs to itself the very tiny pieces of iron that have been lost inside

so much dust by a search in the dust and it easily gathers them, can create such a

.mutual attraction among the particles of the body of man, too

The majority of the germ of the man’s body is water. Who can deny that the existing

water in his body, as well as every part of its food stuff had been scattered in different

points of the world, for example, one thousand years ago, every drop of it was in an

ocean and every particle of it in a land. But, by the means of pieces of cloud, rain, and

other natural factors they were gathered and finally were formed as the man’s body.
It is not surprising that after their destruction and returning to their first state, they

.will gather together again and join to each other

****
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نَوعُجَرُْت مْکُ  -ِ بّرَ یَلإِ  َّمُث  مْکُِب  ِ-لَ  كّوُ يذَِّلا  تِوْمَْلا  کُلَمَ  مکُاَّفوَتَیَ  لُْق  } 11{

Say: ‘The angel of death, who is put in charge of you, shall cause you to die, then . “ 11
.” unto your Lord you shall be brought back

Commentary, verse: 11

In this holy verse their answer is given in another way. The verse here implies that

you should not imagine that your personality depends only on your body, but the basis

:of your personality is formed by your spirit. The verse says

Say: ‘The angel of death, who is put in charge of you, shall cause you to die, then unto“
.” your Lord you shall be brought back

Regarding to the concept of the Qur’ānic phrase /yatawaffā kum/ which is derived

from /tawaffā/ in the sense of: ‘to take back’, death does not mean ‘annihilation’ and

‘destruction’, but it is a kind of taking the man’s soul by angels, and soul forms the

.most essential part of man’s existence

It is true that the Qur’ān speaks about the resurrection of the body and counts the

return of material body and soul decisive in resurrection, but the aim of the above

mentioned verse is to state this fact that the basis of the man’s personality is not

formed by these material limbs which have occupied your whole thought, but it is that

very worthy spirit which has come from the side of Allah (s.w.t.) and once it will surely

.return to Him again

As a conclusion, it can be said that the two abovementioned verses answer the

deniers of resurrection as follows: If your
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problem is the dispersion of bodily particles, you yourself believe in Allah’s power and

you do not reject it. And if the problem is annihilation and destruction of man’s
personality as the result of dispersion, it is not right either, because man’s personality

.has been based on the soul

This objection is similar to the famous paradox of /’ākil/ and /ma’kūl/ as the answer to

.both of them is similar to each other

By the way, it is necessary to note this point that in some verses of the Qur’ān ‘taking

soul’ has been attributed to Allah, as the Qur’ān says: “Allah takes the souls at the

time of their death …”(1) And in some other verses it is attributed to a group of angels,
as another verse says: “Those whom the angels take their lives while they are unjust

(to themselves. …” (2

And in the verse under discussion taking souls is attributed to the angel of death. But

there is not any contrast between these meanings. The Qur’ānic phrase: /malik-ul

maut/ (the angel of death) has a meaning of genus and is used for all angels, or it

refers to the chief of them; and since all of such angels take the soul by the command

.of Allah, it is also attributed to Allah

****
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Section 2: A believer and disbeliever can not be equal

Point

On the Day of Judgment the guilty shall seek respite but it shall not be given. The

punishment which awaits the disbelievers and the reward ready to be given to the

righteous – A believer and a disbeliever cannot be equal

نَوُنِقوُم اَّنإِ  اًحِلاصَ  لْمَْعَن  انْعجِرْافَ  انَْعمِسَوَ  اَنرْصَْبأَ  آنََّبرَ  مْهِ  -ِ بّرَ دَنعِ  مْهِسِوؤُرُ  اوسُکِاَن  نَوُمرِجْ  - مُُلا ذِإِ  يرَتَ  وَْلوَ  } 12{

And if you could see when the guilty hang down their heads before their Lord . “ 12
(saying): ‘Our Lord! We have seen and we have heard (what You had promised),

,therefore send us back (to the world) we will do righteousness

.” verily (now) we are certain

Commentary, verse: 12

The present arrogance of the guilty results to their shame in Hereafter, since the

Hereafter Day is the Day of manifestation of facts and it is the time when the eyes

:and the ears will work properly. So, this verse says

And if you could see when the guilty hang down their heads before their Lord“
(saying): ‘Our Lord! We have seen and we have heard (what You had promised),

,therefore send us back (to the world) we will do righteousness

.” verily (now) we are certain

At that time, you will wonder, and verily you will surprise that whether these regretful

persons who have cast down their
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heads are the same arrogant ones who did not accept any fact in the world. But now

that they see the scenes of Hereafter and reach the state of intuition, they change

their situation. Even this change of situation and awareness is temporary and,
according to some other verses of the Qur’ān, if they return to this world they will

(continue their own previous manner.(1

The Arabic term /nākis/ is derived from /taks/ in the sense of ‘turning something

’. upside down’, and here it means ‘to hang down one’s head

The Qur’ānic term /’absirnā/ (we have seen) is mentioned before the term /sami‘nā/
(we have heard) and it is for the sake that on the Hereafter Day at first man

.encounters the scenes and then he hears the judgment of Allah and His angels

Any how, it is understood from what was said that the purpose of the word ‘guilty’
.here is disbelievers and the deniers of Hereafter in particular

However, this is not the first time that we see in the verses of the Holy Qur’ān that

when the guilty see the fruit of their deed and observe the signs of Allah’s punishment

they will become seriously regretful and ask to return to the world, while from the

point of Allah’s way of treatment such a return is surely impossible. It is similar to the

fact that the return of a child to the mother’s womb is impossible and the return of the

.picked fruit to the tree is not possible either

This point is also noteworthy that the guilty ask to return to the world in order to do

only righteous deeds. This matter makes it clear that on Hereafter Day the only man’s
capital for becoming delivered is righteous deeds, the deeds that are done by a pure

.heart, full of faith, and sincere intention

****
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نَیعِمَجْأَ سِاَّنلاوَ  هَِّنجِْلا  نَِم  مََّنهَجَ  َّنلأَْملأَ  ِ-ي  نِّم لُوْقَْلا  َّقحَ  نْکَِلوَ  اهَادَهُ  سٍْفَن  َّلکُ  انَْیتَلأَ  انَْئشِ  وَْلوَ  } 13{

And if We had pleased We would certainly have given to every soul its guidance, . “ 13
but the true word (which has gone forth) from Me, certainly will I fill Hell with the jinn

.” and men together

Commentary, verse: 13

The acceptance of guidance must be done voluntarily not compulsorily. Since there

are abundant persistence and a lot of emphasis for accepting faith, it may bring this

allusion that Allah is not able to cast the light of faith into their hearts, then in this

:verse He says

, …” And if We had pleased We would certainly have given to every soul its guidance“

It is sure that Allah has such a power, but the faith which is produced by means of

Allah’s prohibition is not so worthy, and Allah’s Will is in that humankind should be

:honoured with the bounty of being ‘free’ and pave the path of the verse He says

but the true word (which has gone forth) from Me, certainly will I fill Hell with the “… 
.” jinn and men together

Yes, they have paved this evil way by their own abuse authority and deserve Divine

.punishment, so Allah has decisively decided to fill Hell with them

Regarding to what was said in the above, and regarding to hundreds verses of the

Qur’ān that have counted man as a free being who has authority, and is obliged to do

some duties, and is responsible for his own deeds, and he is worthy of being
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guided and refined by Divine prophets (a.s.), and is worthy of purification of the carnal

soul and self-improvement, so any misconception indicating that the above verse is

an evidence upon fatalism, as Fakhr-i-Rāzī and the like have considered, is not

.acceptable

The above decisive and severe sentence may point to this fact that you should not

imagine that the mercifulness and beneficence of Allah (s.w.t.) is a hinder for the guilty

and polluted criminals to be punished, and no one should be proud of the verses of

Divine mercy so that he exempt himself from the punishment of Allah, because His

.Mercy has a place and His Wrath another place

Regarding to the Arabic signs of emphasis in the Qur’ānic term /la’amla’anna/
(certainly will I fill), surely Allah will fulfil His promise and He will fill the Hell with these

.hellish people, because if He does not, it will be contrary to His wisdom

****
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نَوُلمَْعتَ مُْتنکُ  امَِب  دِْلخُْلا  بَاذَعَ  اوُقوذُوَ  مْکُانَیسَِن  اَّنإِ  آذَهَ  مْکُِموْیَ  ءَآقَِل  مُْتیسَِن  امَِب  اوُقوذُفَ  } 14{

So taste (the recompense) because you neglected the meeting of this day of . “ 14
yours; verily We, too, forsake you; and taste the abiding chastisement for what you

.” were doing

Commentary, verse: 14

Attributing forgetfulness to Allah (s.w.t.) is meaningless. Therefore, the objective

meaning of the Qur’ānic term /nasīnā/ (We forsake) is that Allah’s reaction with those

who has forgotten the Hereafter is the reaction of the one who has forsaken you. So,
it is understood from this holy verse that forgetfulness of the just court of Hereafter is
the main origin of man’s wretchedness, and it is in this case that he finds himself free

in front of injustice and breaking laws. And also this verse makes it clear that the

.eternal chastisement is for the evil deeds that man commits, not something else

By the way, forsaking of Allah (s.w.t.) due to His servants is a kind of heedlessness and

abandonment of His support and succour, else the whole universe is always with the

.Providence, and forgetfulness concerning Him does not mean

****
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نَورُِبکْتَسْیَ مْهُوَ لاَ  مْهِ  -ِ بّرَ دِمْحَِب  اوحَُّبسَوَ  اًدَّجسُ  اوُّرخَ  اهَِب  اورُ  -ِ كّذُ اذَإِ  نَیذَِّلا  انَِتایَاَِب  نُِمؤُْی  امََّنإِ  } 15{

Only those believe in Our signs who, when they are reminded of them, fall down . “ 15
prostrating in obeisance and celebrate the praise of their Lord, and they are not

,” proud

Commentary, verse: 15

In its own style of teaching, when illustrating the feature of the wrong doers, the

Qur’ān mentions the signs of the true believers, too. Therefore, after explaining some

things about the wrong doers and disbelievers in the former verses, here the Holy

Qur’ān refers to some outstanding qualities of the true believers. It briefly states their

creedal principles and practical programs through two verses by mentioning eight

:qualities of theirs.(1) It says

Only those believe in Our signs who, when they are reminded of them, fall down“
prostrating in obeisance and celebrate the praise of their Lord, and they are not

,” proud

The application of the Arabic word /’innamā/, which is usually used for restriction,
points to this matter that when someone claims faith and he is not qualified with the

specialties mentioned in this noble verse he is not on the row of the true believers. He

.is a person of a weak faith who can not be counted among true believers

:In this holy verse four qualities of theirs are mentioned
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As soon as they hear the word ‘Allah’ they fall in prostration. The application of the - 1
term /xarrū/ in place of /sajadū/ points to a tender matter, saying that this group of

believers, whose hearts are vigilant, at the time of hearing the verses of the Qur’ān

will be so absorbed to the words of Allah that they voluntarily fall in prostration and

.lose their soul and heart in this way

Yes, their first specialty is their ardent love and interest to the word of their believed

and their object of worship. This very quality has been mentioned in some other

verses of the Holy Qur’ān, too, as one of the most outstanding qualities of the Divine

prophets. Concerning a group of great Prophets, He says: “… When the revelations of

the Beneficent (Allah) were recited unto them, they fell down prostrating and

(weeping.”(1

The verses are mentioned here absolutely, but it is clear that its purpose is mostly the

.verses that invite to Monotheism and struggle against polytheism

and 3- Their second and third signs are celebration and praise unto Allah. From one 2
side, they count Allah exempt from imperfection, and, from other side, they praise

.Him for His attributes of perfection and beauty

Their other quality is modesty and abandoning any kind of arrogance, since pride is - 4
as the first step of the ladder of blasphemy and faithlessness, while modesty, in

regard to the truth, is the first step of faith. Those who pave the path of pride and

egotism neither prostrate before Allah nor do they glorify and praise Him, nor do they

.formally respect the rights of His servants. They have a great idol and it is their selves

At the end, there are four verses of the Qur’ān that at the time of recitation of them, it
is obligatory for us to fall ourselves in prostration. The concerning Suras of these

verses
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are: Fussilat, No. 41, An-Najm, No. 53, ‘Alaq, No. 96, and As-Sajdah, No. 32, and

idiomatically they are called ‘Azā’im (incantations). According to the school of Ahl-ul-
Bayt (a.s.) the recitation of these four Suras in prayer, after Al-Hamd, is not

permissible, and those who are in the state of major ritual impurity and monstrous

.women must not recite even one verse of these four Suras

****
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نَوقُفِنُی مْهُانَْقزَرَ  اَّمِموَ  اًعمَطَوَ  اًفوْخَ  مْهَُّبرَ  نَوعُدْیَ  عِجِاضَمَْلا  نِعَ  مْهُُبوُنجُ  یفَاجَتَتَ  } 16{

Their sides draw away from (their) beds, they call upon their Lord in fear and in . “ 16
hope, and they spend (in charity) out of the sustenance that We have bestowed on

.” them

Commentary, verse: 16

Getting up in midnight and separating from one’s bed is one of other signs of the

:believers. Therefore, this verse says

, …” Their sides draw away from (their) beds“

.They, get up in midnight and begin uttering invocation in the presence of Allah

Yes, when the eyes of the negligent people are asleep, they awaken and spend a part

of night in praying and supplicating. At that time when the ordinary programs are

suspended, mental occupations reach to the lowest point, quietness and quietude

dominate everywhere, the danger of polluting worship to hypocrisy can exist less

than other times, and, shortly speaking, the conditions of heart’s attention is

available, they go to Allah with their whole entity and they tell Him what they have in
mind. They are alive with His remembrance, and they keep the container of their

.hearts full of His love

:Then, the Qur’ān says

, …” they call upon their Lord in fear and in hope “… 

’. Yes, their other qualities are ‘fear’ and hope

They neither feel security from the punishment of Allah, nor are they disappointed

from His Mercy. The balance of this fear and hope, which is the warrant of their

perfection and
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progression in the path of Allah, is always found in them, because when fear

.overcomes, hope in a man will fall in hopelessness and weakness

The increase of hope and desire draws man toward pride and negligence, and these

two are both the enemies of man’s developing movement alongside his way towards

.Allah

:The last and the eighth quality of theirs is donation. The verse says

and they spend (in charity) out of the sustenance that We have bestowed on “… 
.” them

They not only spend out of their own wealth for the needy ones, but also bestow their

knowledge, power, correct judgment, experience, and good thoughts on those people

.who are in need of them

They are as a centre of goodness and blessing, and they work as a flowing spring of

benedictions from which the thirsty men can drink and remove their own indigence as

.much as they can afford

Yes, their qualities are known as a collection of: firm belief, strong faith, and ardent

love to Allah, worship and obedience, struggle and movement, helping the servants of

.Allah in all its dimensions

****
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نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  ءًآزَجَ  نٍُیعْأَ  هَِّرُق  نِم  مهَُل  یَفِخُْا  آمَ  سٌْفَن  مُلَْعتَ  لاَفَ  } 17{

And no person knows what (important reward) is hidden for them of the joy of the . “ 17
.” eyes, in recompense for what (good) they were doing

Commentary, verse: 17

Point

The act of being vigilant at midnight, the midnight prayer, and helping the needy and

deprived people bring the best rewards, Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “The reward of every

good deed has been mentioned in the Qur’ān except the reward of the midnight

prayer and none knows its reward but Allah.” Then he recited this verse. (Majma‘-ul-
.( Bayān, Al-Mīzān, and Burhān, following the verse

However, this holy verse refers to the great and important reward of the true

believers who have the signs and qualities mentioned in the previous two verses. With

an interesting statement which denotes to the extraordinary importance of their

:reward, it says

And no person knows what (important reward) is hidden for them of the joy of the“
, …” eyes

This extraordinary great reward is the recompense of the good deeds that they used

:to do. The verse continues saying

.” in recompense for what (good) they were doing “… 

The application of “no person knows” and the application of the Arabic phrase:
/Qurrat-i-’a‘yun/ (of the joy of the eyes) show the endless dignity of these rewards,
specially with regard to this fact that the Arabic word /nafs/ has been mentioned in the

form of an undefined noun and with a
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negative style which denotes to generality and it encompasses all of the souls, even

.the Divine near-stationed angels and the friends of Allah

The application of the Arabic phrase: /qurrat-i-’a‘yon/ (of the joy of the eyes) without

annexation to the word /nafs/ points to this fact that these Divine bounties, which

have been appointed for the abode of Hereafter as the rewards of the true believers,
.are in such a state that they are the cause of the joy of the eyes of everybody

The Arabic word /qurrah/ is derived from /qurr/ in the sense of ‘cold’ and ‘coolness’,
and since it is known that the tear of joy is cold and the tear of sorrow is warm, then

the application of /qurrat-i-’a‘yon/ in the Arabic language means something that

causes the man’s eyes to become cold; that is, it makes the tear of joy flow down

.from his eyes, and this is a tender allusion for the utmost happiness

:A few Traditions upon Midnight Prayer

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition said: “There is not any good deed but there has been - 1
stated a reward for it except the midnight prayer that Allah, the Mighty, has not stated

its reward for the sake of its importance and He has said: ‘And no person knows what

((important reward) is hidden for them of the joy of he eyes, …’”(1

But besides all of these things, as we said before, too, the world of Hereafter is an

extraordinary vaster world than this world, and it is even vaster than the life of this

present world comparing the world of foetus in Mother’s womb, and in principle, its

vastness is not comprehensible for us, the prisoners of this world, and it is not

.imaginable for anyone
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We only hear something about it and see an adumbration of it from far distance, but it
is impossible for us to understand its importance until we get a kind of seeing and

understanding resembled to that of that world, as supposing the child in the mother’s
womb had a complete intellect and wit he could never understand the merits and

.bounties of this world

This very meaning has been cited about the martyrs in the way of Allah. When a

martyr falls on the ground, the ground says: “Well done for the pure soul that flies

from a pure body. This glad tiding is for you that you will have a thing that no eye has

(seen, no ear has heard, and no man’s heart has ever perceived.”(1

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The two-unit prayer that a person - 2
establishes in the middle of night is better for him than the world and what is in it; and

(if it were not difficult for my Ummah I would certainly enjoined those two on them.”(2

Imam Ridā (a.s.) said: “Be aware of the midnight prayer. There will not be any servant

who gets up at the end of night and establishes eight units of night prayer, two units

of Shaf‘ prayer, and one unit of Watr prayer and in his Qunūt (personal prayer)
seventy times asks forgiveness from Allah except that Allah will save him from the

punishment of the grave, the punishment of the Fire and prolongs his lifetime, and

enlarges his living for him.” Then he (a.s.) said: “The houses wherein night prayer is

established at night, its light glitters for the inhabitants of the heaven in the same way

(that the light of stars glitters for the inhabitants of the earth.”(3

****
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نَووُتَسْیَ اًقسِافَ لاَ  نَاکَ  نمَکَ  اًنِمؤُْم  نَاکَ  نمَفَأَ  } 18{

.” Is he then who is a believer like him who is a transgressor? They are not equal . “ 18

Commentary, verse: 18

The way of comparison is one of the best educational ways. In this verse, the

:comparison which was mentioned in former verses is made more clear. It says

.” Is he then who is a believer like him who is a transgressor? They are not equal“

This sentence has been stated in a positive interrogation with a negative form the

answer of which emerges from the intellect and nature of any person indicating that

these two are never equal. Yet, in order to emphasize, the Qur’ān specifies this

.inequality

In this verse, the Qur’ānic word /fāsiq/ (transgressor) has been mentioned versus

/mu’min/ (believer), and this is an evidence for the fact that the Arabic word /fisq/ has a
vast scope of meaning which encompasses both infidelity and other sins. This word

originally is taken from the Arabic phrase /fasaqat-iθ-θamarah/ (the fruit has come

out from its cover, or the stone of the date has separated from the date and has come

out from it). Then it has been used for coming out from the obedience of the

command of Allah and wisdom; and we know that whoever blasphemes or commits a
sin has come out of the command of Allah and wisdom. This point is also notable that

as long as a fruit is inside its cover it is safe, but when it comes out from its cover it will

decay. Therefore, when a person becomes a transgressor, he has indeed become

.decayed
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A group of great commentators concerning this verse have cited that one day Walid-
ibn-‘Aqabah told Hadrat Ali (a.s.): “I am more elegant than you from the point of

tongue, and my sword is sharper than yours.” (He wanted to say, as he thought, he

was better than him (a.s.) both in speech and fighting.) In answer to him, Imam Ali

(a.s.) said: “It is not such that you say, O’ evil-doer!” (He implicitly said that he was the

same person that at the time when he was gathering alms from the tribe of Ban-il-
Mustalaq he accused them to opposition against Islam and Allah rejected him and

called him evil-doer in Sura Al-Hujurāt, No. 49, verse 7 where the Qur’ān says: “O you

, …” who believe! If an evil-doer comes to you with a report, look carefully into it

This tradition has been cited in Majma‘ul-Bayān by the Late Tabarsī, in the

Commentary of Qurtabī, and in Rouh-ul-Bayān by Fādil-i-Barsū’ī. It is notable that we

recite in ‘’Usd-ul-Qāyah fī Ma‘rifat-is-Sahābah’ that there is no contradiction between

the commentators of the Qur’ān that this recent verse (49:7) has been sent down

.about Walīd-ibn-‘Aqabah in the event of the tribe of Ban-il-Mustalaq

****
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نَوُلمَْعیَ اوُناکَ  امَِب  لاًزُُن  يوَأْمَْلا  تُاَّنجَ  مْهُلَفَ  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّمأَ  } 19{

رِاَّنلا بَاذَعَ  اوُقوذُ  مْهَُل  لَیِقوَ  اهَیِف  اودُیعُِا  آهَْنِم  اوجُرُخْیَ  نأَ  اودُارَأَ  آمََّلکُ  رُاَّنلا  مُهُاوَأْمَفَ  اوقُسَفَ  نَیذَِّلا  اَّمأَوَ  } 20{

نَوُب  ِ ذّکَُت هِِب  مُتنکُ  يذَِّلا 

As for those who believe and do righteous deeds, the gardens (of bless) are their . “ 19
.” abiding-place, and entertainment for what they used to do

And as for those who transgress, their abode is the Fire. Whenever they desire to . “ 20
go out of it, they shall be brought back into it, and it shall be said to them: ‘Taste the

’.” chastisement of the Fire which you used to deny

Commentary, verses: 19-20

In the previous verse (No. 18) it was simply asked whether a believer and an evil-doer

:are equal. The above verse explains the fate of both of them. It says

As for those who believe and do righteous deeds, the gardens (of bless) are their“
, …” abiding-place

Then it implicitly adds that these gardens of abiding-place are the means of Allah’s
:entertainment instead of the good deeds they did. The verse continues saying

.” and entertainment for what they used to do “… 

The Arabic word /nuzulan/ is usually used for something which is provided for the

guest. This is a narrow indication for this reason that the believers will ceaselessly be

entertained in

p: 362

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 407 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Paradise like some guests, while the people of the Hell, as will be said through the

next verse, are like some prisoners that whenever they wish to come out from it they

.will be brought back into it

And if we see that Sura Al-Kahf, No. 18, verse 102 says: “… Verily We have prepared

Hell for the infidels to be entertained (therein)” it is, indeed, from the kind of “… give

tiding to them of a painful chastisement.” This indirectly says that instead of

entertaining them they will be punished and instead of giving them glad tidings it

.threatens them

Some commentators believe that /nuzul/ (an entertainment) is the first thing by which

a new entered guest is entertained. Thus, it is a tender indication to this fact that the

gardens of bless as their abiding-place, with all the bounties therein, are the first

entertainment of these Divine guests, and after them there will be many other merits

.of which no one is aware but Allah

The application of the Qur’ānic phrase: /lahum jannātun/ can be a hint to this matter

that Allah does not give them these gardens as a loan, but they will be in their

possession eternally, in a way that the probability of the transience of these bounties

.never disturbs the calmness of their thought

****

:The next verse speaks about the opposite group who disobey Allah, where it says

. …” And as for those who transgress, their abode is the Fire“

:They will be prisoners in this terrible abode forever in a way that
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Whenever they desire to go out of it, they shall be brought back into it, and it shall “… 
’.” be said to them: ‘Taste the chastisement of the Fire which you used to deny

Again we see here that the Divine punishment has been appointed for infidelity and

rejection, which is a recompense for one’s deed. This matter points to this fact that

faith alone is not enough but it must be a motive for action, while disbelief alone is

.enough for the punishment although there is not any action accompanied with it

****
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نَوعُجِرْیَ مْهَُّلعََل  رِبَکْلأَا  بِاذَعَْلا  نَودُ  یَندْلأَا  بِاذَعَْلا  نَِم  مهَُّنقَیذُِنَلوَ  } 21{

And indeed We make them taste of the nearer chastisement (in this world) before . “ 21
(.” the greater chastisement (in Hereafter) that haply they may return (to Allah

Commentary, verse: 21

The worldly punishment is both near and small, while the punishment of Hereafter is
both far and great. The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The purpose of /‘aŏābil

’adnā/ (the nearer chastisement) is afflictions, sicknesses, and labours that man face

(with in this world.”(1

So, following the discussion mentioned in previous verses about the sinners and their

painful punishment, in this verse the Holy Qur’ān points to one of the secret favours of

Allah concerning them which is exactly the small and awakening punishments of this

world in order that it shows that Allah never wishes that His servants may be involved

in the eternal punishment; for this reason He uses all the awakening means for their

.deliverance

He sends the Divine messengers; He sends down heavenly Books; and He gives

:blessings. So, such evil-doers will not have any fate but the Fire of Hell. It says

And indeed We make them taste of the nearer chastisement (in this world) before“
(.” the greater chastisement (in Hereafter) that haply they may return (to Allah
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Certainly, the Qur’ānic phrase /‘aŏāb-il-’adnā/ has a vast meaning which envelops

many of the probable meanings that the Islamic commentators have separately

mentioned upon its commentary. Among them is that its purpose is the afflictions,
pains, and troubles. Or it is the violent famine and draught that the pagans were faced

.with in Mecca for seven years, so terribly that they had to feed from corpses

.Or it is the hard stroke that they received in the Battle of Badr; and the like of them

But some commentators have thought that the purpose of it may be ‘the punishment

of grave’ or ‘the chastisement in Raj‘at (return to life in this world after death). This

idea does not seem correct, because it is not consistent with the Qur’ānic holy

((. sentence /la‘allahum yarji‘ūn/ (haply they may return (to Allah

This matter must be noted, of course, that there are some sudden chastisements in
this world, too, that when they come the doors of repentance will be shut. This

chastisement is the unchangeable punishment which comes for the incorrigible

persons to annihilate them, and, of course, as a subject this kind of chastisement is
.not naturally inside the discussion of this verse

The Qur’ānic phrase /‘aŏāb-il-’akbar/ (the Divine greater chastisement) refers to the

punishment of the Hereafter Day, which is greater and more painful than any other

.chastisement

The reason why the word /’adnā/ (nearer) is mentioned versus /’akbar/ (greater) while

the word /’adnā/ must be said either versus /’ab‘ad/ (farther), or /’asqar/ (smaller)
versus /’akbar/, there is a point in it that some commentators have explained it. The

punishment of the world has two qualities: it is small and it is near; and at the time of

threat it is not
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.appropriate that its being small to be emphasized but its being near is emphasized

And the punishment of the Hereafter Day has also two qualities: it is far and it is great,
and concerning that it is appropriate that it should be emphasized on its ‘being great’,

’. not on its ‘being far

The application of the Arabic word /la‘alla/ (haply) at the end of the verse, as we said

before, is for the sake that tasting the chastisements that are given as warnings are

not the whole sufficient cause for awakening, but it is a part of the cause, and it needs

preparation and a receptive ground without which there will not come any result. So

.the word /la‘lla/ points to this fact

By the way, hereby one of the important philosophies of the existence of afflictions,
disasters, and calamities, which is very sensitive in the discussions concerning

.Monotheism, theology, and justice of the Lord, will be made clear

Not only in this verse, but also in some other verses of the Qur’ān this fact has been

pointed out, including Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse 94 which says: “And We did not send a
prophet in any town but We overtook its people with distress and affliction that they

.” might humble themselves

****
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نَومُقِتَنُم نَیِمرِجْ  - مُْلا نَِم  اَّنإِ  آهَْنعَ  ضَرَعْأَ  َّمُث  ِ-هِ  بّرَ تِایَاَِب  ِ-رَ  كّذُ نَّمِم  مُلَظْأَ  نْمَوَ  } 22{

And who is more unjust than he who is reminded of the signs of his Lord, then he . “ 22
.” turns away from them? We shall take vengeance upon the guilty

Commentary, verse: 22

Turning away from the revelations of Allah is a crime, and the guilty will be involved in
.the Divine vengeance

This verse implies that if none of the awakening means, even the punishment of Allah,
is of no avail, there will be no way but the Divine vengeance upon this group of people

:who are the most unjust ones. Therefore, the verse says

And who is more unjust than he who is reminded of the signs of his Lord, then he“
.” turns away from them? We shall take vengeance upon the guilty

These people, in fact, are those ones on whom the Divine merits and blessings have

not affected, nor do His punishment and affliction give them as a warning. Therefore

there is not any one more unjust than them, and if they are not taken vengeance of,
?then of whom vengeance must be taken

It is clear that, regarding the former verses, the purpose of ‘the guilty’ here is the

.deniers of Origin or Resurrection and the faithless sinners

The verses of the Qur’ān have repeatedly introduced a group of people as the most

unjust ones, though the form of the sentences is different, but, in fact the root of

them all returns to infidelity, polytheism and disbelief. Therefore, the
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.usage of ‘the most unjust’, which is a superlative form, is not improper

The application of the Arabic word /θumma/ in the above verse, which is usually used

for distance, may point to this fact that such persons will be given enough respite here

in order to search, and their first oppositions will not bring the vengeance of Allah

.(s.w.t.). But after the end of sufficient respite, they will deserve the Divine vengeance

By the way, it must be noted that the application of ‘vengeance’ from the point of

Arabic lexicon means ‘to punish’, though in daily usages the concept of ‘healing the

heart’ is understood from it but this meaning is not found in its main lexicographical

.concept

This meaning has numerously been applied in the Holy Qur’ān in respect of Allah, the

.Mighty, while He is above these concepts and He acts only according to His Wisdom

****
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Section 3: Similitude of Moses’ Missions

Point

As Moses was also given the Book (Torah) to guide the Children of Israel – The Qur’ān

has been revealed to the Holy Prophet Muhammad to guide mankind – Lesson to be

drawn from the previous people, punished for their disbelief – The Day of Judgment

shall be the day of recompense and not of granting any respite to anyone

لَیِئآرَسْإِ یِنبَِل  يدًهُ  هُانَْلعَجَوَ  هِِئآقَ  نِم لِّ- هٍیَرِْم  یِف  نکُتَ  لاَفَ  بَاتَکِْلا  یسَوُم  انَْیتَاءَ  دْقََلوَ  } 23{

And certainly We gave the Book (Torah) to Moses, so be not in doubt of his . “ 23
.” receiving it and We appointed it guidance for the Children of Israel

Commentary, verse: 23

There should not be any doubt about the heavenly leader: “So be not in doubt”.
However, the Torah was sent down for the guidance of the Children of Israel, not for

.” mankind: “… a guidance for the Children of Israel

This verse briefly points to the story of Moses (a.s.) and the Children of Israel in order

to console the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) and the early Muslims, and to invite them to

patience and perseverance in the face of the polytheists’ denials, rejections and

.hindering in the affairs

It is also a glad tidings for the believers that at last they would overcome this group of

obstinate disbelievers, as the children of Israel overcame their enemies and became

.leaders throughout the earth
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In view of the fact that Moses (a.s.) is a great prophet in whom both the Jews and

Christians believe, from this point of view this matter can be a motive for the People of

:the Book to move toward Qur’ān and Islam. At first the verse says

And certainly We gave the Book (Torah) to Moses, so be not in doubt of his receiving “
 …” it

:Then it continues saying

.” and We appointed it guidance for the Children of Israel “… 

Commentators have some discussions that to whom the pronoun in the Qur’ānic

.phrase /min liqā’ihī/ returns, and there are seven probable interpretations about it

That which seems nearer to the fact among them is that it returns to ‘Book’ (the

Torah, the heavenly Book of Moses), and it is the object of the sentence and Moses is
.the subject of it

Therefore, the whole sentence means: “You should not be in doubt that Moses met

the heavenly Book and he received it which had been revealed to him from the side of

.” Allah

The vivid evidence for this commentary is that there are three sentences mentioned

in the above holy verse. The first and the last sentence surely speak about the Torah.
Thus, it is appropriate that the middle sentence also follows the same meaning, not

that it speaks about the Hereafter or the Qur’ān, in this case it will be a parenthetical

clause, and we know that a parenthetical clause is opposite to the apparent and it

.must not be mentioned unless it is needed

The only question that remains in this commentary is the word /liqā’/ used concerning

the heavenly Book, because this word has often been used in the Qur’ān with the

term ‘Allah’, or ‘Rabb’, or Hereafter and the like, and it refers to the Resurrection. It is
for this reason that some commentators have
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preferred this probability here to say that the above verse at first speaks about the

descent of the Torah to Moses, and then it commands the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)
that he should not doubt in /liqā’allah/ and the subject of Resurrection, and again it

.returns to the subject of Torah

But it should be admitted that, in this case, the relationship between the sentences of

.this verse will utterly be disturbed and it ruins the flowing of it

It must be noted, however, that though the word /liqā’/ has not been used in the

Qur’ān about the receiving a heavenly Book, the words /’ilqā’/ and /talaqqī/ have

repeatedly been used in this sense, as the Qur’ān says: “Has the reminder been made

to light upon him (Muhammad) from among us? …”(1) and in the story of Solomon and

the Queen of Sheba we recite when Solomon’s letter reached her, she said: “… Verily

there has been thrown unto me a noble letter.”(2) And in this very Sura, verse 6,
concerning the Qur’ān we recite: “And most surely you receive the Qur’ān from One

All-Wise, All-knowing.” And in Sura ’Isra’, No. 17, verse 13 we recite: “… We shall bring

.” out for him a book which he will find wide open

From the whole of what we said the preference of this commentary to other

.probabilities mentioned about the above verse is made clear

But in any case, it is necessary to note this matter that the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had

no doubt in these issues, but these kind of meanings are usually for emphasis upon

.the subject and also a lesson for others

****
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نَوُنِقوُی انَِتایَاَِب  اوُناکَوَ  اورُبَصَ  اَّمَل  اَنرِْمأَِب  نَودُهْیَ  هًَّمِئأَ  مْهُْنِم  انَْلعَجَوَ  } 24{

And We appointed from among them leaders who guided (people) by Our . “ 24
.” command, when they endured patiently, and they were quite certain of Our signs

Commentary, verse: 24

Point

.(. The appointment of Divine leaders is among the rights of Allah (s.w.t

Certainty and patience with perseverance are two necessary conditions for

leadership. (A leader must have certainty in the aim and he must have patience and

perseverance until the last moment.) Therefore, this verse points to the honours that

the children of Israel obtained under the shade of perseverance and faith in order

:that it can be a lesson for others. It says

And We appointed from among them leaders who guided (people) by Our command,“
.” when they endured patiently, and they were quite certain of Our signs

Here the Holy Qur’ān counts two things as the secrets and conditions of leadership:
one is proving faith and certainty to the Divine verses, and the other is patience and

.perseverance

This matter is not allocated to the Children of Israel; it is a lesson for all nations and

for the Muslims in all times. They must strengthen the basis of their own certainty and

do not fear from the difficulties found in the way of confirming the line of Monotheism.
They must have patience and perseverance in order to become the leader of the

.nations throughout the history of the world
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The Qur’ānic term /yahdūn/ (they guide) is used in the simple present tense, and also

the term /yūqinūn/ (they are certain) which is in the simple present tense, too, are two

evidences for the continuation of these two qualities throughout their lifetime since

the subject of leadership is not far from difficulties even for a moment and in every

step the godly leader of people encounters a new problem against which he must

permanently struggle by the power of certainty and perseverance and continue the

.line of guidance by Allah’s commandment

It is notable that the subject of guidance is conditioned to ‘Allah’s command’ and the

Holy Qur’ān says: “Who guided (people) by Our command” and the important thing in
the subject of guidance is this very thing that it originates from the command of Allah,
.not from the people’s affair and the desire of the self, nor imitation from this and that

Considering the contents of the Qur’ān, Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in his expressive tradition,
divides leaders into two kinds: The first are the leaders who undertake the leadership

of people by the command of Allah, not by people’s affair. They always give priority to

the command of Allah, the Almighty, the Wise, rather than their own affairs and they

.consider Allah’s commandment above their own command

But the second kind are the leaders who invite others to Fire and give priority to their

own command before the command of Allah. They act according to their own carnal

(desire and against the Book of Allah.(1

Whether the Qur’ānic word /’amr/ (command), here, is a religious command (the

Divine commandments in religion) or a genetic command (the influence of Divine

command in the world of creation), the apparent of the holy verse leads to the
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first meaning and the interpretations of the traditions and commentators indicate to

this very meaning, too. But some of the great commentators have taken it with

.” “genetic command

:Explanation

In the verses of Qur’ān and Islamic traditions Guidance has been rendered into two

meanings: Showing the way, and taking a person to what he demands (causing him to

(. reach the destination

The guidance of the Divine leaders is also done by both those ways. Sometimes they

suffice only to enjoinment and prohibition but sometimes, by innate influence inside

the receptive hearts, they cause them to reach educational aims and spiritual

.positions

:Patience and Perseverance in Divine Leaders

In the holy verses under discussion, there are two qualities mentioned for the Divine

leaders: the first is patience and perseverance, and the second is Faith and certainty

.to Divine verses

.This patience and perseverance, mentioned in the above, has a lot of branches

.Sometime it is for the afflictions that come to a person

Sometimes it is in the fact of the freedom which may be given to his friends and

.advocators

Sometimes it is alongside of the slanders, ill-talks and profanities that are done

.against sacred things

.Sometimes it is from the side of malevolent persons

.Sometimes it is from the side of ill-wishing ones

.Sometimes it is from the side of ignorant people
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.Sometimes it is from the side of a group of knowledgeable wrong-doers

In short, an aware leader must always show patience and perseverance in the face of

all these difficulties and other than
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them. He must never go out from the centre of events. He must not be impatient nor

does he complain. He should not lose his control. He must not become hopeless. He

.must not be anxious nor regretful. Such a leader can gain his goal

There is a conclusive and interesting tradition in this regard narrated from Imam

Sādiq (a.s.). Once he (a.s.) told one of his close companions: “He who shows patience,
is patient for a short time (and after it there comes victory); and he who is impatient,
he also shows impatience for a short time (and its fruit is failure).” Then he said: “You

should be patient in all your affairs, because Allah, the Almighty, has appointed

Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) to prophecy and commanded him to patience and

perseverance, and He told him to show patience in the face of what they say and if it
is necessary he may separate from them, but not a separation that hinders his

invitation unto the Truth. Here is the Qur’ān’s saying: ‘And have patience with what

(they say, and leave them with noble (dignity)’.” (Sura Al-Muzammil, No. 73, verse 11)(1

He also told him to do good instead of their bad actions. It is in this case that those

who are his enemy will become as his sincere friends. The Qur’ān in this regard says:
“And not alike are the good and the evil. Repel (evil) with what is best, when lo! He

(between whom and you was enmity would be as if he were a warm friend.”(2

Then he (a.s.) added: “The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) showed patience and perseverance so

much so that they threw the kinds of arrows of calumny towards him. (They called him

mad, sorcerer, and poet and belied him his prophethood.) The breast of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) became straitened because of their words and Allah sent down this verse to

:him, saying
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And certainly We know that your breast straitens at what they say,’ ‘Therefore‘
celebrate the praise of your Lord and be of those who make obeisance’,(1) because

.” these acts of worship comfort you

Again they rejected him and accused him. He became sad. Allah sent this verse to“
him indicating that He knew that their words had made him sad, but he should know

that their aim was not to belie him, but those unjust people belied the verses of Allah.
The Holy Qur’ān says: ‘Indeed We know that what they say surely grieves you. Yet

verily it is not you (that) they belie, but the unjust deny the signs of Allah.’(2)
‘Messengers indeed have been denied before you, but they, were patient on being

denied and hurt, until Our help came unto them, …’(3) The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was again

.” patient until they violated the limit. They uttered the Name of Allah badly and belied

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “O Lord! I was patient in respect to myself, my family and

my honour, but I can not be patient in the face of their slanders against Your Sacred

Rank.” Again Allah commanded him to be patient and said: “And certainly We created

the heavens and the earth and what is between them in six periods and there touched

(Us not any fatigue.”(4

Then Imam Sādiq (a.s.) adds: “After that, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was patient in all cases

and for all difficulties, and this patience caused that Allah gave him glad tidings that

there would be some Imams (leaders) in his family (his progeny), and He

(” recommended those Imams to be patient, too. (The verse under discussion
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It was here that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: ‘Patience for the Faith is like head for the “
body’. And finally this patience and perseverance caused him to overcome the

polytheists and the Divine command was issued that he could take vengeance of

those transgressors who were not worthy of guidance, so they were killed by the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his followers. This was their recompense in this world, in

.” addition to the rewards of the Hereafter

Then Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “He who is patient and counts it for Allah, will not go out

of the world until the time when Allah enlightens his eyes with the defeat of his

(enemies, besides the rewards that He will store for him for the Day of Hereafter.”(1

****
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نَوفِلتَخْیَ هِیِف  اوُناکَ  امَیِف  هِمَایَقِْلا  مَوْیَ  مْهُنَْیَب  لُصِْفیَ  وَهُ  کََّبرَ  َّنإِ  } 25{

Verily your Lord will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection concerning . “ 25
.” that wherein they used to differ

Commentary, verse: 25

To judge between people for what they differ in is one of the affairs of Lordship in

.Hereafter

Since the Children of Israel, like other nations, after these true leaders discarded

among them and went different ways so that they caused people to separate into

various groups, in the verse under discussion, the Holy Qur’ān, in a threatening tone,
:says

Verily your Lord will judge between them on the Day of Resurrection concerning that“
.” wherein they used to differ

.And in the Hereafter Day everybody will be recompensed for his own deed

Yes, the origin of discords is always when the Truth is mixed with desire and wishes,
and since the Hereafter is a Day when the desires will be colourless and vanished, and

the truth will be manifest in the same form that it is, by His command, Allah will put an

.end to the dissensions. And this is one of other philosophies of Resurrection

****
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مْهِِنکِاسَمَ یِف  نَوشُمْیَ  نِورُقُْلا  نَِم  مهِِلْبقَ  نِم  انَکْلَهْأَ  مْکَ  مْهَُل  دِهْیَ  مَْلوَأَ  } 26{

نَوعُمَسْیَ لاَفَأَ  تٍایَلاَ  کَِلذَ  یِف  َّنإِ 

Does it not point out to them the right way, how many of the generations, in . “ 26
whose abodes they go about, did We destroy before them? Verily in that are signs: do

?” they not then hear

Commentary, verse: 26

The people of Mecca were aware of the destruction of the former nations and the

remaining traces of theirs existed in the roads wherein they used to pass by, but they

.did not take an example

The previous verses contained threats upon the faithless sinners, and the verse

:under discussion is also an explanation and a completion upon this threat. It says

Does it not point out to them the right way, how many of the generations, in whose“
? …” abodes they go about, did We destroy before them

The afflicted lands of ‘Ād and Thamūd and the ruined cities of the People of Lot were

.located on their way towards Syria

These lands were once the central place of some powerful nations who were also

misguided and polluted. Their prophets constantly warned them, but they did not

change their manner and, finally, the Divine punishment annihilated them. Whenever

they pass across these lands they hear the shout of the gravels
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of that desert and the sounds of their ruined castles which have hundred tongues and

reiterate the result of infidelity and pollution for them, but they react as if they have

.entirely lost their hearing ears

:Therefore, at the end of this noble verse, the Holy Qur’ān continues saying

?” Verily in that are signs: do they not then hear “… 

****
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نَورُصِْبُی لاَفَأَ  مْهُسُفُنأَوَ  مْهُُماعَْنأَ  هُْنِم  لُکُأْتَ  اًعرْزَ  هِِب  جُرِخُْنفَ  زِرُجُْلا  ضِرْلأَا  یَلإِ  ءَآمَْلا  قُوسَُن  اَّنأَ  اوْرَیَ  مَْلوَأَ  } 27{

Have they not seen that We drive the water to the parched land and We bring . “ 27
?” forth thereby crops of which their cattle and themselves eat? Will they not then see

Commentary, verse: 27

The training method of the Holy Qur’ān is that for guiding people it uses some of the

.natural transformations

The movement of the clouds which have moist, and the rainfall in the zones far from

.the sea, is not casual, but it is done by the Wise will of Allah

This verse points to one of the most important bounties of Allah which is the cause of

cultivation of all lands and the means of the life of all living creatures, in order to make

clear that in the same manner that Allah, the Almighty, is able to destroy the habitable

lands of the transgressors, He can flourish the ruin and dead lands, too, and bestow

:all kinds of merits on His servants. It says

Have they not seen that We drive the water to the parched land and We bring forth“
?” thereby crops of which their cattle and themselves eat? Will they not then see

The Arabic term /juruz/ means a land where plants have been rooted out from, or, in
other words, there grows no plant from it. It is originally derived from /jaraz/ with the

sense of ‘to cut off’ and ‘to chop off’. As if any kind of plant had been cut off from such

.a land, or the land itself had cut those plants

It is interesting that the Arabic phrase /nusūq-ul-mā’/ (we drive the water) has been

applied here. This indicates that for
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its heaviness the nature of water appropriates that it stays on the land and in ditches,
and because of its being liquid it must naturally go down in the depth of the ground,
but when Allah’s command comes, it loses its nature and changes into some light

.vapour which goes everywhere by the blow of an ordinary simple wind

Yes, these very pieces of cloud that are in the sky are some large seas of sweet water

.which, by Allah’s command and by the help of winds, are sent toward the dry lands

Verily if rain did not fall a great deal of lands would not receive a drop of water, even if
supposing there were some rivers full of water they might not flow over them. But

now we see that by this grace of Allah there have grown some forests, plenty of trees

and many plants on a lot of high mountains, in impracticable slopes and high hills. This

wonderful power of natural irrigation is found only in the nature of rain, and nothing

.else can afford it

The Arabic word /zar‘/ has a vast meaning which envelops any plant and tree, though

.in applications it is sometimes used for trees

The word ‘cattle’ is mentioned in this verse before ‘men’ and it may be for the sake

that the cattle feed entirely from plants while men feed on both plants and the meat

of cattle. Or for the sake that as soon as plants grow they are fit for the use of cattle,
while the use of plants for men often postpones to later times when the plants deliver

.their seed and fruit to them to consume

It is interesting that at the end of the verse the phrase: “Will they not then see?” is

mentioned, while at the end of the previous verse the phrase: “… do they not then

hear?”, has come. This difference is for the sake that everybody sees the scene of

lands that are quickened by the descent of rain by the
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eyes while they often hear the details concerning the former nations in the form of

.some news

It is understood from then whole explanations of the two abovementioned verses

that Allah says to this disobedient group that they may open their eyes and ears to

see and hear the facts in order to contemplate that how one day He (s.w.t.)
commanded the winds to rain the castles and buildings of the People of ‘Ād and, on

another day, He commands the same winds to take clouds toward the dead lands and

?cause them to become cultivated and green. Do they not yet submit to such a Power

****
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نَیِقدِاصَ مُْتنکُ  نإِ  حُْتفَْلا  اذَهَ  یتَمَ  نَوُلوقُیَوَ  } 28{

نَورُظَنُی مْهُ  لاَوَ  مْهُُنامَیإِ  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  عُفَنیَ  حِْتفَْلا لاَ  مَوْیَ  لُْق  } 29{

نَورُظِتَنُم مهَُّنإِ  رْظِتَناوَ  مْهُْنعَ  ضْرِعْاَفَ  } 30{

?’” And they ask: ‘When shall be this Victory, if you are truthful . “ 28

Say: ‘On the day of Victory, the faith of those who disbelieve will not profit them . “ 29
’.” nor will they be respited

.” Therefore turn away from them and wait, verily they, too, do wait . “ 30

Commentary, verses: 28-30

And in view of the fact that the previous verses threatened the guilty to the Divine

vengeance and gave glad tidings to the believers about their later leadership and

victory, here the pagans proudly ask this question that when do these Divine

:promises and punishments will be fulfilled? As the Qur’ān says

?’” And they ask: ‘When shall be this Victory, if you are truthful“

****

Immediately after this, the Qur’ān answers them and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is

:commanded as follows

Say: ‘On the day of Victory, the faith of those who disbelieve will not profit them nor“
’.” will they be respited

That is, if your purpose is that you see the veracity of the Divine promises that you

have heard from the tongue of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and then you believe, that day is
.too late and that faith does not profit you

It is understood from what was said that the purpose of the phrase /yaum-ul-fath/
(the day of victory) is ‘the immediate
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punishment’, i.e. the punishment which annihilates the pagans and will not give them

respite to believe. In other words, it is a kind of worldly punishment. So it is neither the

punishment of the Hereafter nor the ordinary chastisement in this world but it is a

punishment which, after completing the argument, puts an end to the life of guilty

.people

****

Finally, in the last verse of this Sura (Sura As-Sajdah) the words are concluded with an

:expressive and meaningful threat. Addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), it says

.” Therefore turn away from them and wait, verily they, too, do wait“

Now that neither glad tidings nor warning affect them, nor are they some logical and

reasonable people that by observing the Divine signs in the expanse of creation know

Him and do not worship other than Him, nor do they have a vigilant conscience that

they hearken to the cry of Monotheism from inside their own soul, the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) should turn away from them and wait for the grace of Allah and they, too,
.wait for the punishment of Allah, because they deserve only the punishment

O Lord! Set us among those who by seeing the first signs of the truth submit to it and

.believe

.O Lord! Separate us entirely from the moods of pride, haughtiness, and obstinacy

O Lord! Provide the perfect victory of the army of Islam over the army of disbelief as

.soon as possible

****

The End of Sura As-Sajdah
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Sura Al-’Ah�zāb

Point

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

(The Clans)

(No. 33 (Revealed at Medina

Verses in 9 Sections 73

:The Feature of the Sura Al-’Ah�zāb

.This Sura was revealed in Medina and contains seventy three verses

In the fifth year of Hijrah the Jews of Medina, pagans of Mecca, and the hypocrites

hidden amongst the Muslims united to fight against the Muslims. Then the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and his followers dug a deep ditch around Medina to defend against their

.attack

This battle was designed by different groups and thus it was called ‘The Battle of

Clans’, and since the Muslims dug a ditch in order to defend themselves, this battle

’. became known as ‘The Battle of Ditch

On the whole, seventeen verses of this Sura are about the Battle of clans, and since in
verses 20 and 22, the Arabic word /’ahzāb/ (the clans) is used for three times, this Sura

(. was called Al-’Ahzāb (the clans

In addition to the explanation concerning the Battle of Clans, there are some other

matter mentioned in this Sura about ‘injurious assimilation’, divorce in the Age of

,Ignorance
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the ordinances of adoption (adopted son), the subject of veiling of women, and paying

.attention to Resurrection

****

:The Virtue of Sura Al-’Ahzāb

All knowledgeable men of Islam believe that this Sura was revealed in Medina, and, as

we said before, the whole verses of it are seventy three; and since a great part of this

.Sura refers to ‘The Battle of Clans’, the name of Al-’Ahzāb has been chosen for it

Upon the virtue of this Sura, it is sufficient that the holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) in a
tradition said: “Whoever recites Sura Al-’Ahzāb and teaches it to his family members

(… will be secure from the chastisement of the grave.”(1

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition said: “Whoever recites Sura Al-’Ahzāb frequently, on

the Hereafter Day, will be in the neighbourhood of Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and his Ahl-
(ul-Bayt (a.s.).”(2

We have repeatedly said that these kinds of virtues and honours are not obtained by

a mere recitation which is empty of any kind of contemplation and action. A recitation

is needed that is the origin of contemplation, a contemplation that makes the horizon

.of man’s thought so bright that the rays of which appear in his deeds

****
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Sura Al-’Ahzāb

(The Clans)

(No. 33, (Revealed at Medina

verses in 9 Sections 73

Section 1: The Prophet Muhammad’s claim upon the souls of the believers

Point

Relationship by assertion or adoption not real but only verbal – The Prophet

Muhammad’s claim upon the souls of the believers – Rights of the nearest relations –
.Covenants taken from every prophet and also from Prophet Muhammad

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

اًمیکِحَ اًمیِلعَ  نَاکَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  نَیقِِفانَمُْلاوَ  نَیرِِفاکَْلا  عِطُِت  لاَوَ  هََّللا  قَِّتا  ُّیِبَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  } 1{

O’ Prophet! Be in awe of Allah and do not obey the disbelievers and the hypocrites; . “ 1
.” verily Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise
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Occasion of Revelation, verse: 1

The Islamic commentators have cited different occasions of revelations here, all of

which pursue one matter. One of them is that these verses have been revealed about

Abūsufyān and some of other chiefs of pagans and polytheists who, after the Battle of

’Uhud, asked permission from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and entered Medina. They came

to the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) accompanied with ‘Abdillah-ibn-’Ubay and some

others of their friends and said: “O Muhammad! You may dispense with vilifying our

gods (the idols: Lāt, ’Uzzā, and Manāt) and say that they will intercede their

worshippers and then we will desist from you, too, and you can explain about your

God whatever you want.” This suggestion made the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) inconvenient, so

‘Umar stood up and addressing the Messenger of Allah, said: “Let me kill them by my

sword!” The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “I have given them security and such a thing is

impossible.” But he (p.b.u.h.) ordered that they should be sent out from Medina. The

above holy verse was sent down and ordered the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) not to heed such

(kind of suggestions.(1

Commentary, verse: 1

One of the most dangerous precipices on the way of the great leaders is the collusive

suggestions that are offered from the side of the opponents. It is here that some

deviate lines are created in front of the leaders which intend to send them out of the

.main road, and this is a great trial for them

The pagans of Mecca and the hypocrites of Medina, for several times, tried to deviate

.( the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h
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from the line of Monotheism by their collusive suggestions, among which was the one

.that was said in the above occasion of revelation

So, the first verses of Sura Al-’Ahzāb were sent down and put an end to their evil plot,
and invited the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to continue his decisive style in the way of

.Monotheism without the least collusion

:These noble verses totally give the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) four important commands

The first Divine Command: is in the field of piety and virtuousness which is a

:preliminary of any other good program. It says

 …” O’ Prophet! Be in awe of Allah“

The essence of piety is one’s innate sense of responsibility and as long as this sense

.of responsibility does not exist, man will not go after any constructive program

Piety is the motive of guidance and enjoying the Divine verses, as the second verse of

.Sura Al-Baqarah indicates, this Qur’ān is the cause of guidance for the pious ones

It is true that the last stage of piety will be earned after having faith and acting

according to the commandment of Allah, but its primary stage is found before all of

these issues, since if a man does not have the sense of responsibility in his self, he will

not go to search about the prophets’ invitation, nor does he hearken to their words.
Even the issue of “repelling the probable harm”, which the scholars of theology have

.mentioned as the foundation of effort for gnosis of Allah, is in fact a branch of piety

The second command is about the negation of obeying the disbelievers and

:hypocrites. It says

and do not obey the disbelievers and “… 

; …” the hypocrites
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:For laying emphasis on this subject, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān says

.” verily Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise “… 

If Allah orders you to leave obeying them, it is according to His infinite Knowledge and

Wisdom; because He knows how painful afflictions and numerous harms are hidden

.in this obedience and collusion

However, next to piety and sense of responsibility, the first duty is wiping out the face

of the heart from the strangers and eradicating the troublesome thorns from this

.area

****
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اًریِبخَ نَوُلمَْعتَ  امَِب  نَاکَ  هََّللا  َّنإِ  ِ-كَ  بَّّر نِم  کَْیَلإِ  یحَوُی  امَ  عِْبَّتاوَ  } 2{

لاًیکِوَ هَِّللاِب  یفَکَوَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  لَّْکوَتَوَ  } 3{

And follow what is revealed to you from your Lord; verily Allah is aware of what you . “ 2
.” do

.” And rely on Allah, and Allah is sufficient as a Protector . “ 3

Commentary, verses: 2-3

:When you close a deviated way, you should let a clear way be open. The verse says

And follow what is revealed to you from your Lord; verily Allah is aware of what you“
.” do

Therefore, at first the evil of man’s spirit must be sent out from inside of his soul so

that the goodness substitutes it. In order that the seeds of flowers grow the thorns

must be rooted out. At first the false gods must be dismissed and then the

.government of Allah, the Almighty, and the Divine system substitutes them

And since there is a great deal of difficulties in the continuation of this way and there

:are many threats, plots, and hindrances in it, the fourth command is issued as follows

.” And rely on Allah, and Allah is sufficient as a Protector“

If a thousand enemies intend to kill the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) he should not afraid since

.Allah, the Knowing, is his protector and his friend

Apparently the addressee in these verses is the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) but it is clear that

the command itself is for the whole believers of the world. It is a prescription for

.salvation as well as a life-giving remedy in any age
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Some commentators have said that the Qur’ānic phrase /yā’ayyuha/ is special for the

instances that the aim is to attract the attention of entire people though the

addressee is only one person, and it is versus the Arabic word /yā/ which is usually

(used in the instances that the aim is only the person who is addressed.(1

And since in the verses under discussion the statement has begun with the phrase

./yā’ayyaha/ it emphasizes the generality of the aim of these verses

Another evidence for this meaning is the sentence which says: “… verily Allah is aware

(of what you do.” The addressee in this sentence is in plural form. (Be careful

Without saying, it is evident that the purpose of these commandments to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) is not that he had ever shown shortcoming in the subject of his virtuousness,
and abandoning the obedience from the pagans and hypocrites, but these

statements, from one side, has an emphasis on the duties of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
.and, on the other side, they are some lessons for the whole believers

****
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مْکُءَآنَْبأَ مْکُءَآیَعِدْأَ  لَعَجَ  امـَوَ  مْکُِتاهـََّمُا  َّنهُْنِم  نَورُهِاظـَُت  یِئَّـلالا  مُکُجَاوَزْأَ  لَعـَجَ  امـَوَ  هِِفوْجَ  یِف  نِْیبَْلقَ  نِم  لٍجـُرَِل  هَُّللا  لَعـَجَ  اَّم  } 4{
لَیِبَّسلا يدِهْیَ  وَهُوَ  َّقحَْلا  لُوقُیَ  هَُّللاوَ  مْکُهِاوَْفاَِب  مکُُلوْقَ  مْکُِلذَ 

Allah has not made for any man two hearts within him, nor has He made your wives . “ 4
whom you divorce by Zihār your mothers: nor has He made your adopted sons your

(real) sons these are the words of your mouths, and Allah tells you the Truth, and He

.” guides unto the (right) way

Commentary, verse: 4

Point

The heart and nature of man both incline to one thing, and whatever a person says or

acts against it is his own personal hypocrisy, not the will of Allah. (Allah has not made

…(

In relation to the former holy verses that commanded the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that he

should follow the Divine revelations, not from the pagans and hypocrites, the verses

under discussion point to the result of obeying them indicating that following them

invites man to a series of superstitions, falsehoods, and deviations, three of which

:have been stated in the verse under discussion. At first, it says

, …” Allah has not made for any man two hearts within him“

Some of the commentators have cited upon the occasion of revelation of this part of

the verse that at the Age of Ignorance there was a man named ‘Jamīl-ibn-Mu‘ammar’
who had a very strong memory. He claimed that there were two hearts within him

that by either of them he could understand better than
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Muhammad (p.b.u.h.), therefore, the pagans of Quraysh called him in Arabic: /ŏul

(. qalbayn/ (The possessor of two hearts

On the day of the Battle of Badr, when the pagans ran away, Jamīl-ibn-Mu‘ammar

was also among them. Abūsufyān saw him in the case that he was escaping while he

was wearing one shoe on his foot and he had another one in his hand. Abūsufyān

asked him what news he had, and he answered: “The army ran away.” He said: “Why

do you have one shoe on your foot and just the other in your hand?” Then Jamīl-ibn-
Ma‘ammar answered: “Verily I did not care it. I thought I had worn both of them on

my feet. (It became clear that, with that abundant claim, he was so giddy that he

could not understand things as much as having even one heart). Of course, the

(purpose of heart in these instances is wisdom.”(1

However, following pagans and hypocrites and leaving the obedience from Divine

.revelations, usually invites man to these superstitious subjects

But besides these, this sentence has a deeper meaning, too, and it is that man has not

more than one heart and it does not have capacity save for the love of one object of

worship. Those who invite to polytheism and to numerous objects of worship must

have numerous hearts in order to appoint each of them as a centre for the love of

.either of objects of worship

In principle, a safe and sound person naturally has a single personality, and the line of

his thought is a single line. He is the same in solitude and in society; in manifest and

hidden; in outward and inward, and in thought and action, all of them must be the

same. The existence of any sort of hypocrisy and duality in the entity of man is an

.imposition upon him which contrasts the requirement of his nature
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Since man has no more than a heart, he must be a single centre of emotions, he must

submit to one Law, he must have the love of one beloved, he must follow only one

proper path in his life; he must parallel his manner with one party, otherwise, the

variety of numerous ways and scattered aims may draw him to vanity and deviation

.from the path of natural Monotheism

Upon the commentary of this verse, Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) in a tradition said:
“The love of us and the love of our enemy do not assemble in one’s heart, since Allah

has not appointed for a man two hearts within him, that he loves with one and hates

with another. Then our lovers are sincere in the love for us in the same manner that

gold becomes pure by fire. Whoever desires to know this fact he may test his heart.
Then if there is anything of the love of our enemy mixed with the love of us (in his

(heart) he is not of us and we, too, are not of him.”(1

Therefore, a single heart is the place of a single belief and it also performs a single

program, because man, in fact, can not believe in something but, in action, he

separates from it. In our time, there are some persons who have taken numerous

personalities for them and say that they have done, for example, that action from the

political view, and another action from the religious view, and something else from the

social view and, thus, they often adjust their own contradictory deeds. They are some

hypocrites with ugly behaviour who intend to tread on the law of creation by these

words. It is true that the sides of man’s life are different, but there should govern a
.single line over all of them

Then, the Qur’ān refers to another superstition of the Age of Ignorance, which is

Zihār. When they became inconvenient
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from their wife and wanted to express their hatred to her, they used to say: “You are

to me like my mother’s back.”, and by this saying they considered her as their own

.mother and it was a divorce

:In the continuation of this verse, the Qur’ān says

: …” nor has He made your wives whom you divorce by Zihār your mothers “… 

Islam has not agreed with this program of Ignorance, and has not appointed the

ordinances of mother in respect of them, but it appointed a punishment for it. The

person who says this statement is not allowed to copulate with her wife until when he

pays the necessary atonement, and if he did not give the atonement nor did he go to

his wife either, by going to the religious judge, the wife can force him to do one of two

things: either he must formally and according to the law of Islam divorce her and

separate from her, or he must pay the atonement and continues their matrimonial life

.as before

What a kind of statement is this that a man by saying: “You are to me like my mother’s
back” to his wife she becomes as his mother? The relation of the mother and child is a
natural relation and it never becomes true by a mere saying. So, in Sura Al-Mujādalah,
No. 58, verse 2 the Qur’ān, in this regard, explicitly says: “… their mothers are no

others than those who gave them birth, and verily they utter a hateful word and a

, …” falsehood

And if their aim in saying those words was to separate from the wife, that was so in
the Age of Ignorance and some of them divorced their wives in this way, separation

from one’s wife needs not these ugly words. Can not the divorce be uttered by a

?proper statement

Some of the commentators have said that in the Age of Ignorant, the act of Zihār did

not work as a cause for the
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separation of a man and a woman from each other, but it caused woman to be in a
state of an absolute suspense. If it had been so, the criminality of this action would

have been made clearer, because by uttering a meaningless saying he would

absolutely cut the matrimonial relation with his wife without that the woman could be

(divorced.(1

:Then the verse refers to the third superstition of the Age of Ignorance, where it says

…” nor has He made your adopted sons your (real) sons “…

:Explanation

In the Age of Ignorance there was a custom that some people would take some other

children as their own children and adapted them as their own sons, and then, after it,
they considered all the rights that a boy might have from his father for themselves.
For example, that by could inherit from his adopted father and the adopted father

would be his heir, too, and the prohibition of step-mother (father’s wife) or daughter-
.in-law (son’s wife) was current among them

Islam severely negated these illogical and superstitious rules, and as we will see later,
in order to condemn this wrong custom, even the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) married the wife

of his adopted son, Zayd-ibn-Hārithah, after that she obtained her divorce from Zayd

in order to make it clear that these empty sayings could not change the facts, because

the relation between father and son is a natural relation and it can never be obtained

.by utterances, agreements, and hollow claims

Later we will explain that the Prophet’s marriage with the divorced wife of Zayd

caused a great tumult among the enemies of Islam and they used it in their evil

propaganda against Islam, but those tumults were worthy in comparison with

condemning that custom of the Age of Ignorance. So, next to this sentence, the Holy

:Qur’ān says
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, …” these are the words of your mouths “… 

You utter that so and so is my son, while you know in your heart that surely it is not so.
These sound waves turn only in the vacant space of your mouth and come out and

they never originate from your heartily belief. These are not any things but some

:falsehood, while the word of Allah is the Truth. The verse continues saying

.” and Allah tells you the Truth, and He guides unto the (right) way “… 

A true statement is a statement which adapts to a concrete reality or it is an

agreement consistent with the interests of the whole matter, and we know that the

reprobated subject of Zihār in the Age of Ignorance, or the subject of ‘adapted son’,
which considerably ruined the rights of other children, was neither a concrete reality

.nor was it an agreement to protect the common interest

****
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مُتأْطَخْأَ آمَیِف  حٌانَجُ  مْکُْیلَعَ  سَْیَلوَ  مْکُیِلاومَوَ  نِی   ِ دّـلا یِف  مْکُُناوَخْإفَ  مْهُءَآَباءَ  اومُلَْعتَ  مَّْل  نإفَ  هَِّللا  دَـنعِ  طُسَْقأَ  وَهُ  مْهِِئآَبلاِ  مْهُوعُدْا  } 5{
اًمیحِرَ اًروفُغَ  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  مْکُُبوُلُق  تْدََّمعَتَ  امَ  نکَِلوَ  هِِب 

Call them after their (true) fathers, that is more equitable with Allah; but if you do . “ 5
not know their fathers, then they are your brethren in faith and your friends, and

there is no blame on you concerning that in which you made a mistake, but what you

.” do with intent of heart (you are responsible), and Allah is forgiving, Merciful

Commentary, verse: 5

In order to lay a more emphasis and making clear the correct and logical line of Islam,
:the Qur’ān says

; …” Call them after their (true) fathers, that is more equitable with Allah“

The Arabic word /’aqsat/ (more equitable) used here means that if you call them by

adapted fathers’ names it is just and by their real fathers’ names is more equitable. As

we have repeatedly said, this Arabic form of the word is sometimes used for the

instances that the quality is not found in the opposite party. For example, it may be

said that: ‘It is preferable that man might be cautious and does not put his life in

danger’. This statement does not mean that putting life in danger is good, and to be

cautious is better than that, but the purpose is to compare ‘good’ and ‘bad’ with each

.other

:And, in order to remove the pretexts, the Qur’ān adds

but if you do not know their fathers, then they are your brethren in faith and your “… 
, …” friends
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That is, the lack of knowing their fathers is not a reason for this that you put the name

of another person as their father, but you can address them as your brethren in

.religion or as your friends

The Arabic word /mawālī/ is the plural form of /maulā/ and the Islamic commentators

have mentioned several meanings concerning it. Some of them have taken it in the

sense of ‘friend’ and some others have meant it ‘the slave who has become

emancipated’, (because some of the adapted sons were the slaves who were bought

and then they were emancipated and since they were in the favour of their

(. possessors they were called as their adapted sons

This point should also be noted that the application of /maulā/ in these instances, that

he was an emancipated slave, was for the sake that after emancipation they would

keep their relation with the possessor, and, from legal point, this relation might

/. somehow substitute the relationship, and it is called in Arabic /wulā’-i-‘itq

Some Islamic narrations denote that Ziyd-ibn-Hārithah was called as Ziyd-ibn-
Muhammad after that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) emancipated him, until when the above

verse was sent down and from then on the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told him: “You are Ziyd-
(ibn-Hārithah”, and people called him ‘Maulā Rasūlullāh’.(1

Also it is said Abū-Hathīfah had a slave by the name of ‘Sālim’. He emancipated him

and called him as his son. When the above mentioned verse was sent down he was

(named as Sālim-Maulā-’Abī-Hathīfah.(2

But in view of the fact that it happens that, as the result of former custom, or mistake

in recognition of individual’s
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linage, a person may be ascribed to other than his father, and this is out of the realm

of his authority, Allah, the Just, the Wise, will not punish such a person. Therefore, at

:the end of the verse, the Qur’ān says

, …” and there is no blame on you concerning that in which you made a mistake “… 

but what you do with intent of heart (you are responsible), and Allah is forgiving, “… 
.” Merciful

Allah will forgive what happened in the past and what you may do by mistake, err, and

forgetfulness, but if after the revelation of this ordinance you oppose it intentionally

and optionally and call persons by other than the name of their fathers so that you

continue the wrong custom of ‘adopted son’ and ‘adopted father’ Allah will not forgive

.you

Some commentators have said that ‘mistake’ envelops those instances that someone

does call affectionately unto another one ‘son’, or for the sake of reverence he says

’. ‘father

Of course, it is correct to say that these meanings are not ‘sin’, but not for the sake of

mistake, but for the sake that these meanings are used ironically and metaphorically,
and its frame of reference is usually mentioned with them. The Qur’ān negates the

.real applications in this field, not the metaphorical ones

****
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نَیِنِمؤْمـُْلا نَِـم  هَِّللا  بِاتـَکِ  یِف  ضٍْعبَِب  یَلوْأَ  مْهُـضـُْعَب  مِاحـَرْلاَا  اوُـلوْأُوَ  مْهُُتاهـََّمأُ  هُجـُاوَزْأَوَ  مْهِـسـِفُنأَ  نِْـم  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلاِـب  یَلوْأَ  ُّیِبَّنلا  } 6{
ارًوطُسْمَ بِاتَکِْلا  یِف  کَِلذَ  نَاکَ  اًفورُْعَّم  مکُِئآیَِلوْأَ  یَلإِ  اوُلعَْفتَ  نأَ  َّلآإِ  نَیرِجِاهَمُْلاوَ 

The Prophet is closer to the believers than their own selves, and his wives are (as) . “ 6
their mothers, and blood-relations among each other have closer personal ties, in the

Book of Allah, than the believers and the emigrants, except that you do some good to

.” your friends, this (ordinance) is written in the Book

Commentary, verse: 6

It is cited in Majma‘-ul-Bayān, the commentary, that the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had

appointed brethren knot between Muslims (the Emigrants and the Helpers) in a way

that they inherited each other as real brothers, because at the beginning the

Emigrants were far from their homes, properties, and relatives and the brethren knot

could compensate these instances. Then the verse was sent down and cancelled such

.kind of heritage and implied that the criterion of a person to inherit is relationship

So, when Islam expanded and the former communications gradually came forth, this

.ordinance was not necessary to be continued

The above verse was revealed and cancelled the system of brethren-knot which was

used to be substitute of linage and set the ordinance of heritage and the like special to

.the real relatives
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Therefore, though the system of brethren was an Islamic system, (opposite to the

system of ‘adopted son’ which was a system in the Age of Ignorance), it ought to be

cancelled after removing the extraordinary conditions, and it did. But in the verse

under discussion, before mentioning this point, two other ordinances are referred to

as a premise, saying that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is closer to the believers than their own

:selves and his wives are as their mothers. The verse says

The Prophet is closer to the believers than their own selves, and his wives are (as)“
, …” their mothers

Thus, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was as father and his wives were as mothers for the

believers but they did not inherit from them, then how can it be expected that

?adopted sons become some heirs

:Then the verse adds

and blood-relations among each other have closer personal ties, in the Book of “… 
, …” Allah, than the believers and the emigrants

Yet, in the meanwhile, for the sake that the way might not be entirely closed to the

Muslims and they can leave something as heritage for their friends and those in

whom they are interested, even it is by the way of bequest due to one third of the

:property, at the end of the verse the Qur’ān adds

, …” except that you do some good to your friends “… 

In order to emphasize on all former ordinances, or on the recent ordinance, the holy

verse implies that this ordinance is recorded in the Divine Book, (The Protected tablet

:or the Holy Qur’ān). It says

.” this (ordinance) is written in the Book “… 

?What does ‘the Prophet is closer to the believers’ mean

In this verse, the Qur’ān has mentioned the precedence of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to

Muslims in an absolute manner. Its

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 453 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 405

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 454 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


concept is that in all the things that man has authority unto him; the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
.is also closer to him than his own self

Some commentators have rendered it to the subject of ‘management of social affairs’
or ‘precedence in the subject of judgment’ or ‘obedience for the command’, but there

is not, in fact, any evidence for restriction in each of these three things. And if we see

that in some Islamic narrations ‘precedence’ has been rendered into ‘government’, in
(fact, it is the statement of one of the branches of this precedence.(1

Therefore, it must be said that the holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) was closer to any

person than his own self not only in social affairs, but also in personal and private

affairs, and in affairs of government, and judgment and invitation, so that the will and

.desire of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is prior to the will and desire of all men

This subject must not be the cause of wonder, because the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is

infallible and he is Allah’s agent. He does not think of anything save of goodness and

interest of the society and individuals. He never follows the carnal desire. He never

gives priority to his own benefits rather than to those of others. On the contrary, his

programs are always alongside the benefits of human beings and self-sacrifice for

.them

This precedence is, in fact, a branch of the precedence of Allah’s will, because

.whatever we have belongs to Allah

Moreover, a man can reach the peak of faith when he appoints his strongest love,
which is the love of his own self, under the precedence of the love to the Essence of

.Allah and His agents
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So, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition said: “None of you reach to true faith until when

(his desire depends on what I have brought (from the side of Allah).”(1

In another tradition he (p.b.u.h.) also said: “By the One my life is in Whose hand, none

of you reaches to true faith until when I am more beloved to him than his self, and his

(wealth, and his son and all people.”(2

It is narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who said: “There is no believer save that I am

(closer to him than his own self in the world and the Hereafter.”(3

The Holy Qur’ān, in the current Sura, verse 36 says: “And it is not for any believer, man

or woman, to have the choice in their affair when Allah and His Messenger have

decreed a matter; and whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger indeed he has

.” strayed off a manifest straying

Again we emphasize that the concept of this statement is not that Allah has made His

servants totally submit to the desires of an individual, but regarding that the holy

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) possesses the rank of infallibility and according to the Qur’ān which

says: “Nor does he (the Apostle) speak out of desire. It is naught but revelation that is
revealed”(4), whatever he says is from the side of Allah and is not from his own

.accord. He is even more sympathetic and sentimental than father

This precedence, in fact, is alongside the path of the benefits of people both from the

aspects of government and management of Islamic society, and from the personal

.and individual aspects
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It is for this reason that many a time this precedence puts some heavy responsibilities

on the Prophet’s shoulder. So, according to a famous tradition recorded in both

Sunnite and Shi‘ite sources, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “I am closer to any believer

than his own self. Whoever leaves a wealth, it is for his heir, and whoever leaves any

debt (when he dies) or offspring and wife, the suretyship of them is upon me.”(1) This

should be noted that the word /diyā‘/ here means offspring or wife who are remained

without any proper guardian, and the application of the word /dayn/ (debt) before it is
also a clear frame of reference upon this meaning, because its purpose is to have

.debt without having any wealth

****
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اًظیِلغَ اًقاثَیِم  مهُْنِم  اَنذْخَأَوَ  مَیَرْمَ  نِْبا  یسَیعِوَ  یسَوُموَ  مَیهِارَْبِاوَ  حٍوُن  نِموَ  کَنِموَ  مْهُقَاثَیِم  نی  -ِ یِّبَّنلا نَِم  اَنذْخَأَ  ذِْاوَ  } 7{

And (remember) when We took a Covenant from the prophets and (also) from you, . “ 7
and from Noah and Abraham and Moses and Jesus, son of Mary, and We took from

,” them a firm covenant

Commentary, verse: 7

Among all Divine prophets (a.s.) only five prophets were ‘possessors of

determination’, that is, they had Book and religion, and they had a particular rank with

Allah. This verse has named them specially. Of course, the prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)
has been mentioned before the rest which denotes to another peculiar grandeur, and

also the Qur’ān has mentioned Jesus’ mother which indicates to the particular

.(. situation of Mary and the miraculous birth of Jesus (a.s

However, since, in former verses, the vast authorities of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)
were referred to by saying: “The Prophet is closer to the believers than their own

selves, …”. The verse under discussion states the heavy duties of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and other great prophets. We know that authorities are always accompanied

with responsibilities, and wherever there is a ‘right’, there is also a responsibility for it
and these two will never separate from each other. Therefore, if the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) has a vast right, there is also a great duty and responsibility appointed for

:him. At first, it says

And (remember) when We took a Covenant from the prophets and (also) from you,“
and from Noah and
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Abraham and Moses and Jesus, son of Mary, and We took from them a firm

,” covenant

Thus, at first the verse refers to the whole prophets saying that they were concerned

in the subject of covenant, then it points to five arch prophets the first of whom is

mentioned the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) for the sake of glory and grandeur he has,
and next to him four other arch prophets are mentioned sequentially according to the

times of their advent (Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus (a.s.)). This matter shows

that the mentioned covenant had been a common covenant that was taken from all

prophets, though the arch prophets had more seriously been engaged in the face of

this covenant. The Qur’ānic sentence which says: “… and We took from them a firm

.covenant” is an extraordinary emphasis stated upon this covenant

’. As Rāqib in Mufradāt says, the Arabic word /mīθāq/ means: ‘a severe covenant

It is important for us to know what kind of severe covenant was it that all Divine

prophets had undertaken? The commentators have stated different words about it,
for which we can say that all of them are different branches of one general principle.
This principle is the accomplishment of the duty of propagation, messengerhood,

.leadership, and guidance among people in all fields and all dimensions

They were responsible to invite all humankind toward Monotheism before anything

.else

They were also responsible to confirm each other, and the former prophets made

their nations prepared to accept the later prophets, in the same way that the later

.prophets used to verify and confirm the call of their former prophets

In short, the invitation of all of them was toward one way, and all of them preached

one reality so that they would gather
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all nations under a single flag. The evidence for this meaning is also found in other

verses of the Qur’ān. Sura ’Āl-i-‘Imrān, No. 3, verse 81 says: “And (remember) when

Allah took the pledge of the prophets (saying): ‘since I Have given you of Book and

wisdom – then there comes to you a Messenger, confirming that which is with you,
you must believe in him, and you must help him’. He said: “Do you affirm and accept

my compact in this (matter)?’ They said: ‘We affirm’, He said: ‘Then bear witness and I
’.” am also with you among the witnesses

Similar to this meaning has also occurred in Sura ’Āl-i-‘Imrān, No. 3, verse 187 wherein

the Qur’ān explicitly implies that Allah had taken a pledge from People of the Book to

.make the Divine verses known to people and that they should not hide them

Thus, Allah has taken covenant from both prophets that they must invite people to

Unity of Allah, Unity of the Truth and the heavenly religions, and from the scholars of

the People of the Book that they, too, must try to make the religion of Allah known to

.people as much as they can and avoid hiding it

****
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اًمَیِلأَ اًباذَعَ  نَیرِِفاکَْلِل  َّدعَأَوَ  مْهِِقدْصِ  نعَ  نَیِقدِاَّصلا  لَأَسْیَِل  } 8{

That He might question the truthful of their truthfulness, and He has prepared for . “ 8
.” the unbelievers a painful chastisement

Commentary, verse: 8

Allah takes a covenant from the Prophets and He has an aim in it. Its aim is to

separate the truthful ones from the disbelievers. Thus, being far from truthfulness is
.being nigh to infidelity

This verse states the aim of the mission of the prophets and the firm covenant that

:has been taken from them as follows

That He might question the truthful of their truthfulness, and He has prepared for the“
.” unbelievers a painful chastisement

The Islamic commentators have delivered a great deal of interpretations upon the

purpose of the Qur’ānic term /sādiqīn/ (the truthful) here that who they are, and that

what question is this question? The matter, which seems harmonious with the verses

of this Sura as well as other suras of the Qur’ān, is that the purpose is to define the

believers who have proved the truthfulness of their own claim in action. In other

words, they have been successful in the trial of Allah. The evidence for this statement

:is as follows

The term ‘Sādiqīn’ (the truthful) here is mentioned versus ‘Kāfirīn’ (disbelievers) - 1
.and this meaning is understood well from the context in opposition of this concept

We recite in verse No. 23 of this Sura (Al-’Ahzāb): “Among the believers are men - 2
who were true to their covenant

p: 412

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 461 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


with Allah; …” Immediately after that statement, in verse 34, the Holy Qur’ān explains

the aim of it by saying: “That Allah may recompense the truthful ones for their

(, truthfulness, and chastise the hypocrites if He please, or turn unto them (mercifully

…”

Sura Al-Hujurāt, No. 49, verse 15 and Sura Al-Hashr, No. 59, verse 8 introduce the - 3
truthful ones clearly. The Qur’ān says: “The believers are only those who believe in

Allah and His messenger then they doubt not and struggle hard with their wealth and

their lives in the way of Allah; and these are the truthful ones.”(1) And, concerning the

booties that Muslims gain without fighting, it says: “(It is) for the poor who fled, those

who were driven from their homes and their possessions, seeking grace of Allah and

(His) pleasure, and assisting Allah and His messenger, these it is that are the

(truthful.”(2

Thus, it is clear that the purpose of the term /sādiqīn/ is those who have proved their

truthfulness in the fields of supporting the religion of Allah, Holy struggle and

perseverance against the difficulties and giving their wealth and lives in the path of

.Allah

Now, what is the main purpose of the question from the truthfulness of the truthful

ones? Regarding to what was said in the above, it is clear that the purpose is that

whether they prove the sincerity of intention and the truthfulness of their claim in

their deeds or not. Among their deeds there are: payment of the alms-tax, Holy

struggle, and showing patience and perseverance against the difficulties and the

.hardships of the battle-field in particular

Where will this question be asked? The apparent of the holy verse shows that it will be

asked in Hereafter and in the
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just court of Allah. There are also numerous verses in the Qur’ān that inform of the

performance of this question wholly in Hereafter. But there is also this probability that

the question may have a practical aspect and it performs in this world, because by the

mission of the Divine prophets all those who claim faith will be questioned and their

.action is an answer to this question that whether they are truthful in their claim or not

****
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Section 2: The Treachery of the Hypocrites Exposed

Point

Reference to the heavenly help rendered to the Muslims through invisible forces –

The treachery of the hypocrites and the wavering minds among the converts and

.their treacherous intentions, exposed

نَوُلمَْعتَ امَِب  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  اهَوْرَتَ  مَّْل  اًدوُنجُوَ  اًحیرِ  مْهِْیلَعَ  انَْلسـَرْاَفَ  دٌوُنجُ  مْکُْتءَآجـَ  ذِْا  مْکُْیلَعَ  هَِّللا  هَمَْعِن  اورُکُذْا  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهـَُّیأَ  آیـَ  } 9{
ارًیصَِب

O you who believe! Remember Allah’s blessing upon you when hosts came against . “ 9
you, so We sent upon them a strong wind and hosts, that you saw not, and Allah sees

.” what you do

Commentary, verse: 9

Point

This verse, as well as the verses next to it, relate to the Battle of ’Ahzāb which

occurred in the fifth year of Hejira. In this war the Jews, pagans, and the hypocrites

had decided to occupy Medina by a sudden attack. Salmān Farsī suggested and the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) agreed that the Muslims would dig a ditch around Medina and

defend against the enemy. In this action, digging the ditch, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
himself began digging the ground, and every time that a lightning was seen as the

result of picking on a piece of stone, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) gave the glad tidings of the

victory of Islam over an area of the world. In this Battle, Allah helped the Muslims by

.means of blowing winds and the descent of some angels
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However, this holy verse speaks about one of the greatest Divine trials concerning

the believers and the hypocrites, and the trial of the truthfulness of their speech in

.action, which was pointed out in the previous verses

This verse and the verses next to it discuss about one of the most important events of

the history of Islam, i.e., the

Battle of ’Ahzāb. It was a war that, in fact, was counted a turning point in the history of

Islam and changed the balance of forces between Islam and infidelity in the benefit of

the Muslims, and the victory of which was as a key for the later great victories. In fact,
the enemies of Islam were hopeless in this Battle, and after that they could not

.perform any magnificent work

The Battle of ’Ahzāb, as it is clear from its name, was a conclusive war from the side of

all enemies of Islam with different groups whose unlawful benefits would be in

.danger by the development of this religion

The first spark of fight was lit from the side of a group of the Jews by the name of

‘Banī Nadīr’ who came to Mecca and encouraged Quraysh to fight against the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.). They promised the Quraysh to be with them and fight until the end. Then

.they went to the tribe of Qatfān and made them agree to the war

These tribes invited their own confederate, such as the tribes ‘Banī ’Asad’ and ‘Banī

Salīm’, too; and since all of them had felt the danger they united with each other to

put an end to Islam for ever. They wanted to kill the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), to annihilate

.the Muslims, to occupy Medina, to spoil it, and quench the torch of Islam

When the Muslims saw themselves before this great group of enemy, under the

command of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) they began to consult, and, before anything else, by

the suggestion
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of Salmān Farsī, dug a ditch around Medina so that the enemy could not easily pass it
.( and attack the city. (That is why one of the names of this Battle is ‘The Battle of Ditch

Muslims tolerated some hard and dangerous moments. At that time the lives had

become close to the lips. The hypocrites were hastily running here and there among

the Muslims. The mass of the forces of the enemy and the small number of the

soldiers of Islam in front of them, and their preparation from the point of war

equipments and providing the accessory means, illustrated a hard and painful future

.before the eyes of the Muslims

But Allah wished that the last stroke would come down on the body of the infidelity;

and the row of the hypocrites would be recognized from the rows of Muslims; He

wanted to divulge the conspirators, and put the true Muslims under a severe

.examination

As it will be explained later, this Battle, at last, ended with the triumphant of the

Muslims. A strong storm came under the command of Allah. It destroyed all the camps

and means of the disbelievers. It caused a horrible fear to appear in their hearts. Allah

.sent some unseen forces of the angels to help the Muslims

The manifestation of some surprising powers, such as that of Amīr-ul-Mu’minīn’s
against ‘Amr-ubn-i-‘Abdiwudd, were also added to them and the pagans, without

.being able to do anything, ran away

(This was a brief scenery of the Battle of ’Ahzāb which happened in 5 A.H.(1

p: 417

What was said in the above was a brief from the detail discussion that Ibn-Athīr, - 1
’. has recorded in his Book, ‘Kāmil

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 466 of 733

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_417_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


From here on, we pay to the commentary of the verse and let the details of this Battle

’. be discussed later under the title of ‘points

The Holy Qur’ān, at first, summarizes this event in one verse, and then through

:sixteen other verses it explains its specialties. It says

O you who believe! Remember Allah’s blessing upon you when hosts came against“
, …” you

:Then, it continues saying

so We sent upon them a strong wind and hosts, that you saw not, and Allah sees “… 
.” what you do

:Points Worthy to Be Noted

The application of the Qur’ānic phrase: /’uŏkurū/ (remember) shows that these holy - 1
verses were revealed after the end of the Battle when some length of time had

passed during which the Muslims could contemplate over what they had seen in that

.Battle and analysed them so that it had a deep effect in them

The application of the word /junūd/ points to different clans of the Age of Ignorance - 2
(such as: Quraysh, Qatfān, Banī-Salīm, Banī ’Asad, Banī Fazārah, Banī Ashja‘, and Banī

.Marrah) and the Jews of Medina inside the city

The purpose of “hosts that you saw not.”, who came to help the Muslims, is the - 3
same angels whose help to the believers in the Battle of Badr has also explicitly been

mentioned in the Qur’ān, but, as it was said in the commentary of verse No. 9 from

Sura Al-’Anfāl, there is not any evidence that these angels, these unseen Divine

forces, had formally participated in the Battle and started fighting. But there are some

hints which show that they came down for strengthening the spirit of the believers

.and to encourage them

****
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ْاَنوُنُّظلا هَِّللاِب  نَوُّنظُتَوَ  رَجِانَحَْلا  بُوُلقُْلا  تِغَلََبوَ  رُاصَْبلأَا  تِغَازَ  ذِْاوَ  مْکُنِم  لَفَسْأَ  نِْموَ  مْکُِقوْفَ  نِْم  مْکُوءُآجَ  ذِْا  } 10{

اًدیدِشَ لاًازَْلزِ  اوُلزِْلزُوَ  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا  یَِلُتْبا  کَِلانَهُ  } 11{

When they came against you from above you and from below you, and when the . “ 10
eyes swerved and the hearts reached to the throats, and you did imagine about Allah

,” diverse thoughts

There it was that the believers were tried, and they were shaken a tremendous . “ 11
.” shaking

Commentary, verses: 10-11

You can taste the sweetness of the graces of Allah when you depict the bitter scenes

.before you

The spiritual moods affect on the body. (Fear causes the ordinary function of the eyes

and the heart to be disturbed. For example, the eye becomes terrified and the pulse

.( of the heart becomes fast

This holy verse illustrates the dangerous situation of the Battle of ’Ahzāb, the great

power of the enemy’s army, and the intensive anxiety of a lot of Muslims. It implicitly

says that you may remember when the enemies entered your city from above you

and from below you and surrounded Medina and when the eyes swerved because of

fear and the hearts reached to the throats and you imagined badly about Allah with

:diverse thoughts. The verse says

When they came against you from above you and from below you, and when the“
eyes swerved and the hearts
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,” reached to the throats, and you did imagine about Allah diverse thoughts

Many of the commentators believe that the Arabic word /fauq/ (above) mentioned in
this holy verse refers to the east of Medina wherefrom the tribe of Qatfān entered,
and the word /’asfal/ (below) refers to the west of it wherefrom the tribe of Quraysh

.and their assistants came

Of course, regarding to the fact that Mecca is located in the south of Medina, the

pagans of Mecca must have come from the south, but perhaps the condition of the

road and that of the arrival the gate of Medina were in a state that they had to turn

round a part of the city and arrive from the west. However, the above sentence points

.to the siege of this city from the side of different enemies of Islam

The Qur’ānic phrase: /zāqat-il-’absār/ (the eyes swerved) refers to the state that a

person feels at the time of intensive horror when his eyes turn aside and gaze on a
.proper fix point

The Qur’ānic sentence /balaqat-il-qulūb-ul-hanājir/ (the hearts reached to the

throats) is an interesting allusion, like that which is said in Persian language: ‘his soul

reached his lips’, else the heart, the special organ, the distributor of blood, never

.moves from its place and it never reaches to the throat

The Qur’ānic sentence which says: “… and you did imagine about Allah diverse

thoughts” points to this fact that in that state there had been appeared some wrong

thoughts among a group of the Muslims, because from the point of Faith, they had not

reached to a perfect stage. Such were the same ones about whom the next verse

.” says: “… they were shaken a tremendous shaking

Perhaps some of them thought they would finally be defeated and the enemy’s army,
with that power and might, could be victorious. They imagined that the last days of

the life
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of Islam had approached and the Prophet’s promises about the triumphant of Islam

.would never happen

These thoughts, of course, had appeared in the minds of some of the Muslims in the

form of a temptation. This is similar to that which the Qur’ān mentions concerning the

Battle of ’Uhud, saying: “… while another group have cared only for their own selves,
(thinking about Allah unjustly, the thought of ignorance. …”(1

It was here that the furnace of the Divine examination became hot, as the next verse

:says

There it was that the believers were tried, and they were shaken a tremendous“
.” shaking

It is natural that when a person falls into the tempest of thoughts, his body is not aloof

of that tempest either, and it involves in an anxiety and agitation. Many times we have

seen the persons who have mental agitation and, while they are sitting in their seat,
they ceaselessly move, rub their hands to each other, and completely show their own

.anxiety in their manner

One of the evidences of this horrible terror was that, as it is said, five famous heroes

of Arabs, the greatest of whom was ‘Amr-ubn-i-‘Abdiwudd, had worn the clothes of

war and came into the battle-field with a special pride, and challenged for champion.
‘Amr-ubn-i-‘Abdiwudd, in particular, was boasting and ridiculed both Hereafter, and

Paradise. He said: “Do you not say that your slain members will be admitted in

Paradise? Is there none of you who desires to see Paradise?” But all of the members

of the army of Islam were silent before his shouts, and none dared to face with him,
save Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) who fought against him and caused a great victory for the

.Muslims
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As it is evident from its name, the Battle of ’Ahzāb was a battle in which all the clans

and different groups of the enemies of Islam had united in order to destroy the

’. ‘young Islam

The Battle of ’Ahzāb was the last effort, the last trial of the infidels, and the last

exhibition of the power of polytheists. It was for this reason that when the greatest

champion of the enemy, i.e., ‘Amr-ubn-i-‘Abdiwudd stood before the brave officer of

Islam, Amīr-ul-Mu’minīn Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.), the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “The whole of

Faith stood against the whole of polytheism.”(1) For, in that event, the triumphant of

one of these two groups over the other was the triumphant of infidelity over Faith or

Faith over infidelity. In other words, it was a Battle which could define the future of

Islam and polytheism. That was why, after the defeat of the enemies in this great

Battle, they could not stand firm any more, and from then on always the control of

.action was in Muslims’ hand

The star of the luck of the enemy began to decline and the basis of their power was

.ruined

Of course, at first Amir-ul-Muminīn Ali (a.s.) invited him to Islam, but he did not accept.
Then he (a.s.) invited him to leave the battlefield, he refused it, too, and he counted it
shame for himself. The third suggestion was that he would come down from the horse

.and have a battle on foot

Amr became angry and said: “I did not believe that a person from among Arab gives‘
me such a suggestion.” He came down from his horse and attacked against Ali (a.s.)

.with his sword

Here, Ali (a.s.) used a special style of fight, and quickly, and with a particular way, he

struck with sword on the enemy’s leg and pushed it into his leg. It was at this time that
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the powerful body of ‘Amr fell on the ground. A thick dust filled the space of the battle-
field. A group of hypocrites thought that Ali (a.s.) was killed by ‘Amr, but when they

heard the sound of Takbīr, ‘proclaim His greatness’, Ali’s victory was confirmed.
Suddenly they saw Ali (a.s.) was coming toward the camp while he had a smile of

victory on his lips and ‘Amr’s body, without head, was on the ground in corner of the

.battlefield

The slain of the famous champion of Arab was not tolerable for the army of the clans

and it ruined their hopes and desires. It was a stroke which weakened their spirit very

much and disappointed them from victory. So, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told Ali (a.s.) about

them: “If they compare your action today with the deeds of all the followers of

Muhammad, your action will be preferred to their deeds, because by the slain of ‘Amr

there will remain no house of the polytheists but there entered a disgrace in it; and

(there remains no house of the believers but entered an honour in it.”(1

The famous learned man of the Sunnite, Hākim-i-Neyshābūrī has narrated the same

meaning about it from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with a different statement. Here is the

Prophet’s statement: “The struggle of Ali-ibn-Abītālib against ‘Amr-ubn-i-‘Abdiwudd

(on the Day of Ditch is better than the deeds of my Ummah until the Hereafter Day.”(2

In another tradition we recite that, after the end of the Battle of ’Ahzāb, the Prophet

((p.b.u.h.) said: “Now we fight against them and they are not able to fight against us.”(3

****
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اًرورُغُ َّلاإِ  هُُلوسُرَوَ  هَُّللا  اَندَعَوَ  اَّم  ضٌرََّم  مهِِبوُلُق  یِف  نَیذَِّلاوَ  نَوقُِفانَمُْلا  لُوقُیَ  ذْإوَ  } 12{

And when the hypocrites, and those in whose heart was a disease, were saying: . “ 12
’.” ‘Allah and His Messenger promised us naught but a delusion

Commentary, verse: 12

To make the strivers of Islam disappointed and weakening their spiritual conditions is
a sign of deviation and hypocrisy. Among the companions of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)

.there were some sceptics and some were hypocrites

It was formerly said that the furnace of the examination in the Battle of ’Ahzāb

became hot, and everybody was engaged in that great examination. It is almost clear

that, in such hard circumstances, the people who in the ordinary conditions are

apparently in one row will be divided into different rows. Here, too, the Muslims were

divided into various rows: a group of them were true believers, a part of them were

the elect of the believers, another part contained of some persons of a weak faith,
some hypocrites, some obstinate and intensive hypocrites; some of them were in

thought of their own home and life and wanted to run away; some of them tried to

hinder others from going to Holy war; and a group of them worked to fasten their

unity with the hypocrites. In short, everybody made manifest his inner secrets in this

.” wonderful resurrection and on this “Manifestation Day

Former verses were upon the state of the Muslims who were of a weak faith and the

bad temptations and imaginations they had; and in this verse the position of the

hypocrites, and
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:those in whose heart was a disease, has been referred to. It says

And when the hypocrites, and those in whose heart was a disease, were saying:“
’.” ‘Allah and His Messenger promised us naught but a delusion

It is recorded in the history of the Battle of ’Ahzāb that during the time when the

Muslims, one by one, were digging a ditch, one day they reached a big and hard piece

of stone on which no pick affected. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was informed of this matter

and he himself entered the ditch and stood by that piece of stone. When he hit the

first stroke on it, a part of the stone was separated and a lightning came out from it.
The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) victoriously said: “Allahu Akbar”, and the attending Muslims, too,

.proclaimed His greatness

For the second time, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) blew a strong stroke over the stone when

another part of the stone separated and a lightning came out from it. So the Prophet

.(p.b.u.h.) said: “Allahu Akbar” and the Muslims did, too

Finally, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) blew the third stroke on the stone and a lightning came

out and the rest of the stone split asunder. Again, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Allahu

Akbar” and the Muslims, too, shouted: “Allahu Akbar”. Salmān asked the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) about it and he answered: “In the midst of the first lightning I saw the land of

“Hīrah” and the castles of the kings of Iran, and Gabriel gave me the glad tidings that

my Ummah will be victorious over them. In the second lightning the reddish castles of

Syria and Room manifested, and Gabriel gave me the glad tidings that my Ummah will

defeat them. In the third lightning I saw the castles of San‘ā and Yemen, and Gabriel

informed me that my Ummah will defeat them again. Glad tidings be on you, O

!” Muslims
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The hypocrites looked at each other and silently said: “What wonderful words! What

false and baseless statements! He is watching the land of Hīrah and the buildings of

Kasrā from Medina, and informs you of its occupation! While just now you are in the

grips of a group of Arabs (and you are in the state of defence) and you can not even

(!” go to Baytul-Hathar (around Medina

The above verse was revealed and announced that those diseased hypocrites say:
“Allah and His Messenger promised us naught but a delusion.” They are unaware of

(the infinite power of Allah.(1

Verily, on that day, such information and glad tidings, save in the view of the aware

believers, were not anything but a delusion and pride. But the heavenly eyes of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) who, in the midst of fiery lightning produced as the result of the

strokes of the picks for digging the ditch, could see the occupation of the castles of the

kings of Iran, Room, and Yemen, and gave glad tidings to his devoted Ummah by

.removing curtains from over those secrets

****
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هٍرَوْعَِب یَهِامَوَ  هٌرَوْعَ  انَتَوُیُب  َّنِا  نَوُلوقُیَ  َّیِبَّنلا  مُهُْن  قٌیرِفَ مِّ- نُذِأْتَسْیَوَ  اوعُجِرْافَ  مْکَُل  مَاقَُم  بَرِْثیَ لاَ  لَهْأَ  آیَ  مْهُْن  هٌفَِئآَّط مِّ- تَلاقَ  ذْإِوَ  } 13{
اًرارَِف َّلاإِ  نَودُیرُِی  نإِ 

And when a party of them said: ‘O’ you the people of Yathrib! There is no place for . “ 13
you to stand (here) so go back,’ and a group of them asked permission of the Prophet,
saying: ‘Verily our houses are exposed’; and they were not exposed. They only

(.” intended to flee away (from battle field

Commentary, verse: 13

The hypocrites usually try to separate the believers from the religious culture, even in
!”( nominating of things and names. (They say: “O’ you the people of Yathrib

We must not be neglectful of the hypocrites’ propagations for discouraging the

.strivers

Divine revelation makes the evil thoughts of hypocrites manifest and disgraces them

.publicly

This verse explains the state of a dangerous group of these very diseased-hearted

:hypocrites who were more treacherous and polluted unto others. It says

And when a party of them said: ‘O’ you the people of Yathrib! There is no place for “
,’ you to stand (here) so go back

Briefly speaking, they mean that you can not do anything against this mass of enemy

so you may go out of the battle and do not send yourself to death and that your wife

.and your children to be captives
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Thus, they wanted to separate the group of the Helpers from the army of Islam. This

was from one side. On the other side, a group of the same hypocrites, who had

houses in Medina, asked permission of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to return home, and they

sought pretexts for it. Among their pretexts they said that their houses had no wall,
.while it was not true. They only desired to leave the scene and run away

The Arabic word /‘aurat/ is originally derived from /‘ār/ and it is used for something

that its making manifest causes shame. Also, the word /‘aurah/ is used for the gaps

appeared in clothes and the walls of a house; and for the damageable points of

boundaries; and for whatever man is afraid of. Here, the purpose is the houses which

.have not a certain door and wall and at which the enemy may attack

By offering these pretexts, the hypocrites intended to leave the battle field and refuge

.to their own houses

An Islamic narration indicates that the members of the tribe of ‘Banī Hārithah’ sent a
person to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and said that their houses were without any guard,
and none of the houses of the Helpers as well as their own houses had a protector,
and there was not any barrier between them and the tribe of Qatfān who attacked

from the east of Medina. They asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to let them return to their

.own houses and defend their wives and children

At this time, Sa‘d-ibn-Ma‘āth, the chief of Ansār (the Helpers) arrived and heard them.
He told the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) not to give them leave. He added: “By Allah! Whenever

we were confronted a difficulty, they sought the like of this pretext. They tell a lie.”
.The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) ordered them to stay and defend Islam, too

Before the time the Prophet’s emigration to that city, the ancient name of Medina,
had been Yathrib. After that it was
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gradually called ‘Madinat-ur-Rassul’ (the city of the Prophet) the shortened form of

which was Madīnah. This city has had various names. Besides these two names

(Yathrib and Madīnah), the Late Sayyid Murtadā has mentioned eleven names for it,
including: Tayyibah, Tābah, Sakīnah, Mahbūbah, Marhūmah, and Qāsimah. (Some

.( commentators call the name of the land of this city Yathrib

Some narrations denote that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Do not call this city as

Yathrib”. Perhaps, it was for the reason that /yaθrib/ is originally derived from /θarb/ in
the sense of ‘to blame’ and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) did not like that name for this

blessed city. However, it was not without reason that the hypocrites addressed the

people of Medina as ‘The people of Yathrib’. Perhaps it was for this reason that the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) hated this name; or they wanted to announce the lack of formality

of Islam and the title of ‘Madīnat-ur-Rassūl’ or to attract their attention to the Age of

.Ignorance

****
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اًریسِیَ َّلاِا  آهَِب  اوُثَّبلَتَ  امَوَ  اهَوْتَلأَ  هَنَْتفِْلا  اوُلِئسُ  َّمُث  اهَرِاطَْقأَ  نِْم  مهِْیلَعَ  تْلَخِدُ  وَْلوَ  } 14{

And if an entry had been made upon them from all sides of the city. Then they had . “ 14
been asked to apostatise, they would certainly have done it, and they would not have

.” stayed in it but a little while

Commentary, verse: 14

.In order to create sedition, enemy often takes help from the interior hypocrites

Hypocrites easily turn away from the truth and go toward the enemy and cause

.disturbance

This verse points to the weakness of the faith of this group implying that they are so

weak in expressing Islam that if enemies come into Medina from its all sides and

martially occupy this city and suggest the hypocrites to return to the belief of

polytheism and infidelity, they quickly accept it and do not wait much time for

:choosing this way. The noble verse says

And if an entry had been made upon them from all sides of the city. Then they had“
been asked to apostatise, they would certainly have done it, and they would not have

.” stayed in it but a little while

It is clear that, such people, who are so weak in their faith neither are ready to fight

against the enemy, nor do they entertain martyrdom in the way of Allah (s.w.t.), soon

.will they surrender and change their way
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Thus, the objective meaning of the Qur’ānic word /fitnah/ here is ‘polytheism’ and

disbelief, (as other verses of the holy Qur’ān say, like Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse

.( 193

But some other commentators offer another probability, saying that the objective

meaning of the word /fitnah/ here is fight against the Muslims, in a manner that if this

group of hypocrites are suggested to, they will accept this invitation soon and will

.cooperate with seditious ones

But this commentary does not agree with the apparent of the sentence which says:
“And if an entry had been made upon them from all sides of the city, …”, and perhaps

it is for this very reason that the majority of commentators have chosen the first

.meaning

****
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لاًوؤُسْمَ هَِّللا  دُهْعَ  نَاکَوَ  رَاَبدْلأَا  نَوُّلوَُی  لُْبقَ لاَ  نِم  هََّللا  اودُهَاعَ  اوُناکَ  دْقََلوَ  } 15{

And indeed they had made a covenant with Allah before that, that they would not . “ 15
.” turn their backs (to the enemy) and covenants with Allah shall be questioned of

Commentary, verse: 15

To make agreement is not so important, it is loyalty which is important. We must not

take the covenant of Allah (s.w.t.) inconsiderable, because we will surely be

.questioned and reprimanded

:This holy verse summons the hypocrites to judgment. It says

And indeed they had made a covenant with Allah before that, that they would not“
turn their backs

( …” to the enemy)

They had formerly made a covenant to fulfil their promise in defending Monotheism,
Islam, and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Do they not know that the covenant with Allah, the

Aware, will be questioned and they are responsible before it? The holy verse

:continues saying

.” and covenants with Allah shall be questioned of “… 

Some commentators have said this covenant is the same promise that the tribe of

‘Banī Hārithah’ had made with Allah and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) on the Day of the Battle

of ’Uhud. At the time when they decided to return back from the battle field and were

regretful, they made a covenant that they would
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never approach those affairs, but the same persons thought to breach their promise

(in the Battle of ’Ahzāb.(1

Some other commentators also believe that it refers to the covenant that they made

with the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in the Battle of Badr, or in ‘Aqabah, before the Prophet’s
migration. ’Ālūsī has cited this meaning in Rūh-ul-Bayān. But it seems that the above

verse has a vast meaning which encompasses both these covenants and other

.covenants and promises

In principle, everybody who embraces Islam and pays allegiance with the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) has made this covenant with him that he should defend Islam and the Qur’ān

.so seriously that he gives his life

The emphasis on covenant here is for this reason that even the Arabs of the Age of

Ignorance used to respect the act of promise and covenant, then how is it possible

?that after believing in Islam someone breaches his covenant

****
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لاًیِلقَ َّلاإِ  نَوعَُّتمَُت  اًذإِوَ لاَ  لِْتقَْلا  وِأَ  تِوْمَْلا  نَِم  مُترْرَفَ  نِا  رُارَفِْلا  مُکُعَفَنیَ  نَّل  لُق  } 16{

Say: ‘Flight will never avail you if you flee from death or slaying, and in that case . “ 16
’.” you will not be allowed to enjoy yourselves but a little

Commentary, verse: 16

After that Allah divulged the intention of the hypocrites that their purpose was not the

protection of their houses but they wanted to escape from the battle field, He

answers them through two proofs: at first, He commands to His Messenger as

:follows

Say: ‘Flight will never avail you if you flee from death or slaying, and in that case you“
’.” will not be allowed to enjoy yourselves but a little

Supposing you succeed to escape, your position will be one of these two ones: either

your life’s final term has ended and your certain death has come, then wherever you

are, death will seize you, even when you are at home beside your wife and your

children, an incident from inside or outside puts an end to your life. And if your life’s
final term has not ended you will live in this world for a few days disgracefully and

humiliatorily and you will be as a captive in the hand of enemies and then the divine

.punishment will seize you

In fact, this statement is like what was revealed in the Battle of ’Uhud concerning

another group of the slothful hypocrites, where the Qur’ān says: “… say: ‘Even if you

were in your own homes, those for whom slaughter was ordained would certainly

.have gone forth to their deathbeds; …”(1), and they would be killed
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اًریصَِن لاَوَ  اًّیِلوَ  هَِّللا  نِودُ  نِم  مهَُل  نَودُجِیَ  لاَوَ  هًمَحْرَ  مْکُِب  دَارَأَ  وْأَ  اًءوسُ  مْکُِب  دَارَأَ  نْإِ  هَِّللا  نَِم  مکُمُصِْعیَ  يذَِّلا  اذَ  نمَ  لُْق  } 17{

Say: ‘Who is he that shall defend you from Allah, if He desires punishment for you, . “ 17
or desires mercy for you?’ And they shall find for themselves, apart from Allah, neither

.” protector nor helper

Commentary, verse: 17

Mercy and punishment, or bitterness and sweetness will come to a man by the will of

Allah (s.w.t.). The will of Allah concerning the appearance of man’s afflictions and

hardships is in this sense that, by his own authority and committing some evil deeds

(like escaping from war) man draws himself toward the fire of the punishment of Allah

and, since all things are done by Allah’s will, these afflictions and hardships are

:attributed to Allah. So, this holy verse, addressing the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), announces

Say: ‘Who is he that shall defend you from Allah, if He desires punishment for you, or“
?’ …” desires mercy for you

.” And they shall find for themselves, apart from Allah, neither protector nor helper “… 

Therefore, now that all your pre-destined affairs are with Him, do obey His command

in the field of Holy war eagerly because it is the cause of your honour both in the

.world and before Him. So, if in this way martyrdom meets you, embrace it happily

****
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لاًیِلقَ َّلاإِ  سَأْبَْلا  نَوُتأْیَ  لاَوَ  انَْیَلِا  َّمُلهَ  مْهِِناوَخْلاِ  نَیِلِئآقَْلاوَ  مْکُنِم  نَیِقوِّعَمُْلا  هَُّللا  مُلَْعیَ  دْقَ  } 18{

Indeed Allah knows those who hinder others among you and those who say unto . “ 18
,” their brethren: ‘Come to Us’ and they come not to the fight but a little

Commentary, verse: 18

.Allah is aware of all the evil propagations of the enemies of the truth

This holy verse points to the state of another group of hypocrites who withdrew from

:the battle field of the Battle of ’Ahzāb and invited others to abdicate it, too. It says

Indeed Allah knows those who hinder others among you and those who say unto“
’ …” their brethren: ‘Come to Us

They told them to leave that dangerous battle and there came not to the battle save a
:few of them who came rather unwillingly or hypocritically. The verse continues saying

,” and they come not to the fight but a little “… 

The Arabic term /mu‘awwiqīn/ is derived from /‘auq/ which means: ‘To hinder, to

’. dissuade from something

The Qur’ānic term /ba’s/ originally means ‘intensity’ and the objective meaning of it

’. here is ‘fight

The above verse may point to two groups. A group of hypocrites who were among the

Muslims, (that the word /minkum/ (among you) is its evidence), and they tried to

dissuade the weak-faith Muslims from the fight. These were the same as

/. /mu‘awwiqīn

The second group were those who were outside of the scene from among the

hypocrites or the Jews. When these people met the soldiers of the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) told them to
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go to them and draw out themselves from that battle. (These are the ones whom are

.( referred to in the second sentence

However, an Islamic narration indicates that it happened that one of the companions

of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), who had come inside the city for a particular thing, and met

his brother who had got bread and wine in his front. He told him that how he was

passing the time luxuriously in the city while the holy Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) was

.busy fighting in the midst of swords and javelins

In answer to him, his brother said: “O silly man! You may come to sit with us and be

happy. By the One to Whom Muhammad makes an oath, he will never come back

from this battle field, and this huge army who are gathered there will not let him and

.” his companions continue their lives

His brother said: “You are telling a lie. By Allah! I will go and inform the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) of what you said.” Then he came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and explained for

.him what happened. It was then that the above verse was revealed

Thus, the occasion of the revelation of the Qur’ānic term /’ixwānihim/ (their brethren)
may be meant in the sense of ‘true brothers’ or in the sense of ‘with the same

manner’, as the Qur’ān says: “Verily, the squanderers are the brethrens (accomplices)
(of the Satans …”(1

At the end, the Qur’ān has pointed to the kinds of brethren: A) Natural brotherhood

which comes into being by the way of parents. B) Religious brethren which is obtained

by means of having the same religion. C) Political and party brethren, which has been

referred to in this verse. D) The behavioural brotherhood which is provided by

obedience and following someone; as the Qur’ān introduces /mubaŏŏirīn/
((squanderers) they are as brethren of Satan. (Sura Al-’Isrā’, No. 17, verse 27
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فُوْخَْلا بَهَذَ  اذَإِفـَ  تِوْمَْلا  نَِم  هِْیلَعَ  یشـَْغُی  يذَِّلاکـَ  مْهُُنُیعْأَ  رُودُتـَ  کَْـیَلِا  نَورُظُنیَ  مْهُتَْیأَرَ  فُوْخـَْلا  ءَآجـَ  اذَإِفـَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  هًَّحشـِأَ  } 19{
ارًیسِیَ هَِّللا  یلَعَ  کَِلذَ  نَاکَوَ  مْهَُلامَعْأَ  هَُّللا  طَبَحْاَفَ  اوُنِمؤُْی  مَْل  کَِئَلوُْا  رِْیخَْلا  یلَعَ  هًَّحشِأَ  دٍادَحِ  هٍنَسِْلأَِب  مکُوقُلَسَ 

Being niggardly with respect to you; but when fear comes you will see them . “ 19
looking to you, their eyes rolling like one who swoons of death; but when the fear

departs, they smite you with sharp tongues, being niggardly of the good things. Those

have never believed and so Allah has made their deeds in vain, and that is easy for

.” Allah

Commentary, verse: 19

The hypocrites are never benevolent for you. At the time of danger they are niggardly

.for helping and attending in the battlefield

This verse implies that the motive of all these hindrances is that they are niggardly in
:all things unto you. The holy verse says

; …” Being niggardly with respect to you“

The Arabic word /’ašihhah/ is the plural form of /šahīh/ which is derived from /ših/ in the

.sense of a stinginess which is accompanied with avarice

They are misers not only in giving their souls in the battle field, but also in giving

financial helps for providing the tools and means of war; in bodily helps for digging a
ditch, and even for giving mental helps. It is miserliness together with avarice and an

avarice which increases every day. After stating their
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stinginess and saying that they refused to give any donation, the Qur’ān refers to

stating some other qualities of theirs, which have almost a common and general

:aspect in all hypocrites during all ages and centuries. It says

but when fear comes you will see them looking to you, their eyes rolling like one “… 
; …” who swoons of death

Since they do not possess a correct faith and do not have a strong support in life,
when they confront a hard event they totally lose their control, as if their souls are

being taken. Then, when the storm of afflictions subsides, they will come over to you

so expectant that as if they are the main conquerors of the battle and shout like

:creditors and demand their share of the spoils with rough words. The verse adds

but when the fear departs, they smite you with sharp tongues, being niggardly of “… 
. …” the good things

The Qur’ānic term /salaqūkum/ is derived from /salq/ which originally means: ‘to open

something angrily’ whether it is the opening of one’s hand or tongue. This expression

.is used in respect to those who shout in a commanding tone and demand something

The Arabic phrase: /’alsinatin hidād/ philologically means (sharp tongues), and here it
’. ironically means: ‘being harsh in speech

At the end, the verse points to the last qualification of theirs which, in fact, is the origin

:of all their misfortunes. It says

Those have never believed and so Allah has made their deeds in vain, and that is “… 
.” easy for Allah

On the whole, we conclude that /mu‘awwiqīn/ (hinderers) were some hypocrites who

:had the following qualifications

.They never came to fight but a little - 1
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They were never from among those who sacrifice their lives and properties, and - 2
.they did not tolerate the least distress

In stormy and critical moments they entirely might lose countenance because of - 3
.intense fear

.At the time of victory, they considered themselves as the heirs of the whole glories - 4

.They were some faithless people so their deeds were worthless with Allah, too - 5

Such is the custom and behaviour of the hypocrites in all times and in any society.
What an exact explanation the Qur’ān has given about them, by which the like of

them can be recognized, and how a great many examples of them we can see by our

!eyes in our own age

****
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امَ مکُیِف  اوُناکَوَْلوَ  مْکُِئآبَنأَ  نْعَ  نَوُلأَسْیَ  بِارَعْلاَا  یِف  نَودُاَب  مْهَُّنأَ  وَْل  اوُّدوَیَ  بُازَحْـَلأا  تِأْیـَ  نِاوَ  اوُبهَذْیـَ  مَْل  بَازَحْـَلأا  نَوُبسـَحْیَ  } 20{
لاًیِلقَ َّلاِا  اوُلتَاقَ 

They think that the clans have not withdrawn, and if the clans should come (again) . “ 20
they would wish they were in the deserts (wandering) among the Bedouins, and

seeking news about you, and if they were in your midst, they would fight not but a

.” little

Commentary, verse: 20

The coward persons who are of a weak faith always think that the enemy is stronger

than the Muslims. (The hypocrites imagined that the clans of the Jews and polytheists

.would not be scattered unless they conquered Medina

This verse illustrates the state of fear of this group more clearly and explicitly. It

implies that they were so frightened that, after the disperse of clans and the army of

:the enemy, they thought that they had not gone yet. The verse says

, …” They think that the clans have not withdrawn“

A horrible incubus had cast its shadow over them, as if the soldiers of disbelievers

were ceaselessly marching before their eyes, and they were threatening them with

.their swords and spears

These coward fighters, these chicken-hearted hypocrites were afraid even of their

own shadows. Any sound of a horse, or every cry of a camel they heard they twisted

with fear and thought that the forces of the clans had returned. Then the holy verse

:adds
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and if the clans should come (again) they would wish they were in the deserts “… 
, …” (wandering) among the Bedouins, and seeking news about you

Every moment they sought repeatedly the last news from any traveller lest the clans

had approached their region, and that they would hold you under this obligation that

.they had always been anxious about your situation

:Then, in the last sentence of the verse the Qur’ān says

.” and if they were in your midst, they would fight not but a little “… 

Therefore, you may not be so worried of their going, nor should you be happy of their

presence, because they are some worthless and useless persons, and their absence

.is better than their presence

Even this little fighting is not for the sake of Allah. It is because of the fear of people’s
blame, and for pretence and hypocrisy, since if it were for the sake of Allah it would

.have not any limit and they would stand in this field until the end of their lives

****
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Section 3: An excellent pattern in the Apostle Muhammad

Point

For those who hope in Allah and in the Hereafter, there is an excellent pattern for

them in the Holy Prophet Muhammad – The faithfulness of the true believers and

their readiness to fulfil their covenant, commended – Allah’s help to the believers

اًریِثکَ هََّللا  رَکَذَوَ  رَخِلأَا  مَوْیَْلاوَ  هََّللا  اوجُرْیَ  نَاکَ  نمَِل  هٌنَسَحَ  هٌوَسُْا  هَِّللا  لِوسُرَ  یِف  مْکَُل  نَاکَ  دْقََل  } 21{

Indeed in the messenger of Allah you have an excellent pattern (of conduct) for . “ 21
.” him who hopes in Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much

Commentary, verse: 21

The Arabic word /’uswah/ (an excellent pattern) is used in the case that someone

follows others in doing good deeds. This word has been used two times in the Qur’ān

concerning two great prophets. One of them is about Abraham (a.s.), and the other is
about the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.). It is interesting that Abraham being an excellent

pattern is in acquittance from the polytheists, and the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) being

an excellent pattern mentioned in the holy verses relates to his perseverance against

:the enemies. So the verse says

Indeed in the messenger of Allah you have an excellent pattern (of conduct) for him“
.” who hopes in Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much

Not only in this field but also in the whole life the best pattern of conduct for you is the

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.). His
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excellent spiritual conditions, his patience and perseverance, his awareness, wit,
sincerity and attention to Allah, his domination upon different events, and not being

submitted when confronting hardships and difficulties, each can be a pattern and a

.lesson for all Muslims

This great captain does not show the least weakness or precipitation when his ship

faces with the strongest tempests. He is not only the captain of this ship but also its

sure anchor. He is both the guiding torch and the cause of calmness and tranquillity of

.the souls of its travellers

He is a good companion for the believers. He takes a pick in his hand, digs the ditch,
gathers its soil with a spade, and takes them out of the ditch. In order to protect the

spiritual conditions and coolness of his companions, he jokes with them, and for

encouraging them he recites epic poems. He constantly reminds them the

remembrance of Allah, and gives them glad tidings concerning their glorious future

and great victories. He makes them beware of the plots of the hypocrites and gives

.them the required awareness

He does not neglect of the correct martial arrangement and selecting the best

methods of army even for a moment, and, in the meantime, by applying different

.ways, he strives to create a gap between the rows of the enemy

Yes, he is the best leader and excellent pattern of conduct for the believers in this field

.and in all fields

It is interesting that the Qur’ān in the above verse considers this excellent pattern

specific to those who have these three specialties: being hopeful in Allah, hopeful in
.the Day of the Hereafter, and remembering Allah very much

In fact, faith in origin and Resurrection is the motive of this motion, and the

remembrance of Allah is the cause of its continuation; for, no doubt, the one whose

heart is not filled

p: 444

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 494 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


with such a faith, is not able to act like the manner of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and

also, in the continuation of paving this way, if he does not ceaselessly remember Allah

and does not send away Satans from himself, he will not be able to continue the

.proper imitation

This point is also worthy to be noted that Ali (a.s.), with that bravery that he had in all

battlefields, a sample of which is the Battle of ’Ahzāb, in one of his statements says:
“When the crisis became red-hot, we sought refuge with the Messenger of Allah

((p.b.u.h.) and none of us was closer to the enemy than he himself.”(1

****
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اًمیِلسْتَوَ اًنامَیِا  َّلآِا  مْهُدَازَ  امَوَ  هُُلوسُرَوَ  هَُّللا  قَدَصَوَ  هُُلوسُرَوَ  هَُّللا  اَندَعَوَ  امَ  اذَهَ  اوُلاقَ  بَازَحْلأَا  نَوُنِمؤْمُْلا  يأَرَ  اَّمَلوَ  } 22{

And when the believers saw the allies, they said: ‘This is what Allah and His . “ 22
Messenger promised us, and Allah and His Messenger spoke the truth; and it

.” increased not in them but faith and submission

Commentary, verse: 22

Formerly, in verse 12, we recited that the hypocrites and those in whose heart was a
disease counted the promises of the Messenger of Allah a delusion, while, in this noble

.verse, the believers consider them the truth

:In this holy verse, the Qur’ān refers to the state of the true believers and says

And when the believers saw the allies, they said: ‘This is what Allah and His“
Messenger promised us, and Allah and His Messenger spoke the truth; and it

.” increased not in them but faith and submission

?Which promise was it that Allah (s.w.t.) and His Messenger (p.b.u.h.) had promised

Some commentators have said that this promise refers to the saying that the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) had said before announcing that soon the tribes of Arab and the Muslims’
different enemies would unite with each other and come to attack them, but finally

.Muslims would be victorious

When the believers observed the attack of the clans they became sure that it was

that very promise of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). They said: “Now that the first part of the

promise has taken place, the second part of it, that is triumph, will
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.surely happen, too.” So, their faith and submission increased in them

Another thing is that in Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 214 Allah had told the Muslims:
“Or have you supposed you will enter Paradise untouched by the suffering which was

endured by those before you? They were afflicted by distress and adversity and were

(?’…” so shaken that … said: ‘When will Allah’s help (come

In brief, they had been told that they would be seriously tried by different hard

examinations, and observing the clans, they understood the statement of Allah and

.His Messenger (p.b.u.h.) and thus their faith increased

These two commentaries, of course, do not contradict with each other, specially with

regard to the fact that, in principle, one of them is Allah’s promise and the other is the

promise of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) both of which have been mentioned in the verse

.under discussion, and this matter seems completely appropriate

****
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لایدِْبتَ اوُلَّدَب  امَوَ  رُظِتَنیَ  نَّم  مهُْنِموَ  هُبَحَْن  یضَقَ  نَّم  مهُْنمِفَ  هِْیلَعَ  هََّللا  اودُهَاعَ  امَ  اوُقدَصَ  لٌاجَرِ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  نَِم  } 23{

Among the believers are men who were true to their covenant with Allah; some of . “ 23
them have fulfilled their vow (by martyrdom), and some are still awaiting and they

,” have not changed in the least

Commentary, verse: 23

To defend from the truth mainly as far as the boundary of martyrdom, is the sign of

.truthfulness in faith

This verse points to two special groups of the believers who always were before

others in following the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and were steadfast in their covenant with

Allah, i.e., in self-sacrifice until their last breath and that their last drop of blood to be

shed. Some of them kept their words and became martyr in the field of Holy Struggle,
:and some others are waiting, too. The verse says

Among the believers are men who were true to their covenant with Allah; some of“
them have fulfilled their vow (by martyrdom), and some are still awaiting and they

,” have not changed in the least

In contrast to the hypocrites, or to the believers of weak faith, whom the tempest of

the events causes to sway this side and that side and everyday create a new evil

thought in their feeble mind, those true believers stood firmly, like a mountain, and

.proved that their covenant with Allah was never breakable

The Arabic word /nahb/ here means covenant, vow, and promise, and sometimes it

:has also been used in the sense of
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death, or danger, or speed, or shedding tear with a loud voice. (Mufradāt by Rāqib,
(. Majma‘-ul-Bayān, and Lisān-ul-‘Arab

The commentators are divided in belief that about which persons this verse was

.revealed

Hākim Abul-Qāsim Huskānī, the famous scholar of the Sunnites, with document

narrates from Ali (a.s.) who said: “The verse (saying:) ‘Among the believers are men

who were true to their covenant with Allah’ has been revealed about us, and by Allah I
am the same one who is waiting for martyrdom, and I have never changed my style

(and I am still firm upon my covenant.”(1

Some other commentators have said that the Qur’ānic sentence: “Some of them have

fulfilled their vow (by martyrdom)” refers to the martyrs of Badr and ’Uhud; and the

sentence: “and some are still awaiting” refers to some other true Muslims who were

.waiting for victory or martyrdom

It has been narrated from ’Anas-ibn-Mālik who said his uncle, Anas-ibn-Nadr, was

absent on the day of the Battle of Badr. Later when he was informed of it, the Battle

had been finished and he regretted why he could not take part in that Holy war. He

made a covenant with Allah that if another battle happened he would participate in it
and continue until the end. So, he participated in the Battle of ’Uhud and at the time

when a group of strivers ran away he did not and resisted so much so that he was

(injured and finally he was martyred.(2

It has also been narrated from Ibn-‘Abbās who said: “The sentence: ‘Some of them

have fulfilled their vow’ points to Hamzat-ibn-‘Abd-ul-Mutallib and the rest of the

martyrs of ’Uhud as well as Anas-ibn-Nadr and his companions.” (Majma‘-ul-Bayān,
(following the verse
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There is no contradiction between these commentaries, because the verse has such a
vast concept that envelops the entire martyrs of Islam who had been martyred

before the event of the Battle of ’Ahzāb, and waiters were all those who were

awaiting for the victory and martyrdom; and some persons such as Hamzah Sayyid-
.ush-Shuhadā’ (a.s.) and Ali (a.s.) were at the top of these two groups

It is recorded in Tafsīr-us-Sāfī as follows: “Verily when every one of the companions

of Imam Husayn in Karbalā intended to go out (towards the battlefield) he went to

Imam Husayn (a.s.) for farewell said: ‘Peace be on you, O son of the Messenger of

Allah!’ Then he (a.s.) responded him (by saying): ‘And peace be on you, and we will

come after you, too,’ and recited: ‘Some of them have fulfilled their vow (by

(martyrdom), and some are still awaiting’.”(1

It is understood from ‘books of martyrdom’ that Imam Husayn (a.s.) also recited this

verse beside other martyrs, such as Muslim-ibn-‘Ausajah, and he recited it when the

(news of the martyrdom of ‘Abdillāh-ibn-Yaqtar reached him.(2

This shows that the verse has such a vast concept that it encompasses all true

believers in any time, whether those who became martyr in the path of Allah, or those

who remained unchanged upon their covenant with Allah and were ready for Holy

.war and martyrdom

****
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مْهِْیلَعَ بَوُتیَ  وْأَ  ءَآشَ  نإِ  نَیقِِفانَمُْلا  ِ بَ  ذّعَُیوَ مْهِِقدْصِِب  نَیِقدِاَّصلا  هَُّللا  يَزِجْیَِل  } ّ 24{

اًمیحَِّر اًروفُغَ  نَاکَ  هَّللا  َّنِا 

That Allah may recompense the truthful ones for their truthfulness, and chastise . “ 24
the hypocrites if He please, or turn unto them (mercifully), verily Allah is Forgiving,

.” Merciful

Commentary, verse: 24

.The amount of receiving reward is based on veracity in action

This holy verse reiterates the result and the final aim of the deeds of the believers and

:the hypocrites in a short sentence, as follows

That Allah may recompense the truthful ones for their truthfulness, and chastise the“
hypocrites if He please, or turn unto them (mercifully), verily Allah is Forgiving,

.” Merciful

Neither the truthfulness and loyalty of the sincere believers remains without divine

recompense, nor will the negligence and hindrances of the hypocrites be left without

.retribution

But in order that even the way of repentance might not be closed to these obstinate

hypocrites, He leaves the doors of repentance open to them by the sentence: “Or turn

unto them (mercifully)” and He qualifies Himself with the Attributes of Forgiving and

Merciful, so that the motive of moving toward
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.faith, truthfulness, and fulfilling the Divine responsibilities becomes active in them

In view of the fact that this sentence has been mentioned as the result of the ugly

deeds of the hypocrites, some of the great commentators have said that sometimes a
great sin in the receptive hearts may become the source of a revolution and return

(toward the truth, and it might be a vice which is an initiation of a goodness.(1

****
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ازًیزِعَ ایوِقَ  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  لَاتَقِْلا  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  هَُّللا  یفَکَوَ  اًرْیخَ  اوُلانَیَ  مَْل  مْهِظِْیغَِب  اورُفَکَ  نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  َّدرَوَ  } 25{

And Allah sent back those who disbelieved in their wrath, they gained no good; . “ 25
.” and Allah sufficed the believers of fighting, and Allah is Strong, Mighty

Commentary, verse: 25

You should not be afraid of the unity of the enemies. In the Battle of ’Ahzāb there

were three groups who united against the Muslims: pagans, the Jews, and the

hypocrites, but they returned back while they got no victory, nor any booties. In this

verse, the Qur’ān states the ending words about the Battle of ’Ahzāb, and, in some

short sentences, gives clear conclusion from this event and puts an end to the

:discussion. At first it says

; …” And Allah sent back those who disbelieved in their wrath, they gained no good“

The Arabic word /qayz/ means ‘wrath’ and sometimes it is used in the sense of

‘sorrow’, but here there is a combination of both of them. The troops of clans, who

had used their utmost effort and endeavour for being victorious against the forces of

.Islam but failed, returned to their lands while they were sad and angry

The objective meaning of the Arabic word /xayr/ (good) here is victory in the war. The

victory of the army of the disbelievers, of course, was never ‘good’ but it was vice, yet

the Qur’ān, which speaks from the mouth of theirs, has applied
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.it ‘good’, pointing to this fact that they did not get any kind of victory in this field

Some commentators have said that the objective meaning of /xayr/ here is ‘wealth’,
because this word in some other cases is used in the sense of ‘wealth’, too, such as in
Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 180 which says: “… if he leaves behind wealth for parents

…”

One of the main motives of the army of the disbelievers was gaining booties in Medina

and spoiling that city. In principle, in the Age of Ignorance the most important motive

.of war was this very thing

But we have no evidence here to limit the meaning of /xayr/ to only ‘wealth’, but it

contained any kind of victory that they desired, and ‘wealth’ was also one of them

.that they deprived from all

:Through the next sentence, the verse adds

, …” and Allah sufficed the believers of fighting “… 

Allah provided such factors that without a vast fight, in which the believers might

tolerate abundant damages and harms, the battle ended. From one side, a strong

cold wind disturbed the circumstances of the polytheists. On the other side, their

hearts were filled with a serious terror and horrible fear, which itself is one of the

unseen armies of Allah. On the third side, the stroke that Ali-ibn-Abītālib (a.s.) used

over the body of ‘Amr-ubn-‘Abdiwudd, the greatest champion of the enemy, and sent

him to destruction, caused them to become hopeless. So, they gathered their tools,
left the siege of Medina and returned back to their own tribes with no gain. By the last

:sentence, the verse says

.” and Allah is strong, Mighty “… 
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There may be found some persons who are ‘strong’ but they are not mighty and

invincible, i.e., a stronger person can defeat him; but the only strong and Mighty one in
the world is Allah Whose strength and power is infinite. It was He Who in such a very

hard and dangerous field gave the believers a kind of victory that they did not need

.even to violently fight, nor did they left so many martyrs

****
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اًقیرِفَ نَورُسِأْتَوَ  نَوُلُتْقتَ  اًقیرِفَ  بَعُّْرْلا  مُهِِبوُلُق  یِف  فَذَقَوَ  مْهِیصِایَصَ  نِم  بِاتَکِْلا  لِهْأَ  نِْم  مهُورُهَاظَ  نَیذَِّلا  لَزَنأَوَ  } 26{

اًریدِقَ ءٍیْشَ    ِ لّکُ یلَعَ  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  اهَوؤُطَتَ  مَّْل  اًضرْأَوَ  مْهَُلاوَْمأَوَ  مْهُرَایَدِوَ  مْهُضَرْأَ  مْکَُثرَوْأَوَ  } 27{

And He drove down those of the people of the Book (the Jews) who supported . “ 26
them from their fortresses and He cast awe into their hearts, some you killed and

.” some you made captive

And He made you heirs of their lands, their dwellings, and their properties, and a . “ 27
.” land you had not trodden, and Allah is All-powerful over everything

Commentary, verses: 26-27

Point

We must not neglect the penetrating forces and the hidden members of the enemy in
.the society

This holy verse refers to the Battle of Banī Qurayzah in the Battle of ’Ahzāb who, as

they imagined, perjured their own covenant with the Muslims and on the form of

hidden members of the enemy helped the polytheists of Mecca in the Battle of ’Ahzāb,
.but they were disgracefully defeated and surrendered

Three famous tribes of the Jews lived in Medina: Banī Qurayzah, Banī-Nadīr, and Banī

Qayniqāq. All of these groups had made a covenant with the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) that they should not cooperate with his enemies and would not spy in their

benefit, and that they should have a peaceful life with the Muslims. But the tribe of

Qayniqāq in
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the second year of Hejira, and the tribe of Banī Nadīr in the fourth year of Hejira, each

with a separate pretext, perjured their covenant and began to fight openly against

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). At last, their resistance vanished and they were sent out from

.Medina

The members of Banī Qayniqāq went toward ’Ātharu‘āt in Syria, and those of Banī

(Nadīr party were drawn toward Khiybar and partly toward Syria.(1

Therefore, when the Battle of ’Ahzāb happened in the fifth A.H., the only tribe of these

tribes, who remained in Medina, was the tribe of Banī Qurayzah; and as we explained

in the commentary of the verses concerning the Battle of ’Ahzāb, they knowingly

broke their covenant in this field and joined the polytheists of Arab and fought against

.Muslims

According to the Islamic narrations, after the end of the Battle of ’Ahzāb, when the

Quraysh, Qatfān, and other hostile tribes of Arab disgracefully retreated from

Medina, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) returned home and took off the clothes of war from

him and began washing himself. At this time, by the command of Allah, Gabriel came

to him and said: “Why did you put down your sword? The angels are ready to fight.
Just now you must go toward Banī Qurayzah and determine their fate. Truly, there

was no chance for verifying the account of Banī Qurayzah better than that

opportunity. The Muslims were busy with their victory, Banī Qurayzah, being horribly

terrified, because of their defeat, were returning home with a very weak spirit, and

their friends among the Arab tribes were completely tired, and there was no one to

.support them

However, a caller from the side of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) announced that before

establishing the evening prayer the strivers should move toward Banī Qurayzah. So,
they quickly
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went out to fight. It was just the sunset when the very strong fortresses of Banī

.Qurayzah were surrounded by the Muslims

This siege prolonged 25 days and, after that, as we will explain later, all of them were

surrendered. In this event some of them were killed and another great victory was

added to the victories of the Muslims, and, then, the land of Medina was purified for

ever from the dirt of the existence of these hypocritical tribes, and the obstinate

.enemies

The verses under discussion have a compressed and exact hint to this event and, as

we said before, these verses were sent down after gaining victory and explained the

:details of this event in the form of a great bounty and merit of Allah. The verse says

And He drove down those of the people of the Book (the Jews) who supported them“
 …” from their fortresses

The Arabic term /sayāsī/ is the plural form of /sisah/ in the sense of strong fortresses,
then it has also been applied for any means of defence, such as: a cow’s horn, and the

.small horn of the foot of a rooster

This makes it clear that the Jews had built their fortresses in a side of Medina on a

high point and defended themselves from their tops. (The application of the Qur’ānic

.( word /’anzala/ (He drove down) is also in the same meaning

:Then, it adds

.” and He cast awe into their hearts, some you killed and some you made captive “… 

****

:The next verse continues saying

, …” And He made you heirs of their lands, their dwellings, and their properties“
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These sentences state briefly the whole results of the Battle of Banī Qurayzah in

which some of these perfidious persons were killed by the Muslims and another group

were taken as captives, and a great deal of booties, including: their lands, their houses

.and their properties were occupied by the Muslims

The application of the word ‘heirs’ concerning those booties is for the sake that the

Muslims did not tolerate much toil for them and they easily got those abundant

booties which were the fruit of the Jews’ cruelty, tyranny, and exploitation during

.many years in Medina

:Then, at the end of the verse, the Qur’ān says

.” and a land you had not trodden, and Allah is All-powerful over everything “… 

The commentators have delivered different statements about the purpose of the land

”. mentioned in the verse, saying: “a land you had not trodden

Some of them believe that it refers to the land of ‘Khiybar’ which was later conquered

.by the Muslims

Some others say that it refers to the land of Mecca, while another group believe that it
.refers to the lands of Room and Iran

Some commentators say that it refers to all of the lands that from that day on until the

Day of Hereafter Muslims occupy as their own realms. But none of these probabilities

is consistent with the apparent of the verse, because the verse in the frame of

reference of the verb in the past tense /’auraθakum/ (He made you heirs) mentioned

in the verse is an evidence that this land was occupied by the Muslims in this very fight

of Banī Qurayzah in addition to the land of Mecca, which is one of commentaries, and

it was not a land that the Muslims had not trodden in, while the Qur’ān says: “… and a
land you had
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not trodden …”. Apparently this verse points to the special gardens and lands which

were under the authority of Banī Qurayzah and no body had the right to enter them,
.because the Jews seriously tried to protect their properties

And if we disregard the past tense of the verb of this victory, it adapts more to the

land of Khiybar which was located not so far from the Jewish tribe and, however, the

.( Muslims occupied it. (The Battle of Khiybar happened in the seventh A.H

:Some Points

:The main root of the Battle of Banī Qurayzah - 1

The Holy Qur’ān testifies that the main factor of this Battle was the support of the

Jews of Banī Qurayzah from the polytheists of Arabs in the Battle of ’Ahzāb, because

it says: “… He drove down those of the people of the Book (The Jews) who supported

them …” Moreover, the Jews, in principle, were counted as a hidden group in Medina

for the enemies of Islam. They worked hard in propagations against Islam and they

.used any opportunity they found to damage the Muslims

As we said before, among the three tribes of the Jews (Banī Qayniqāq, Banī Nadīr, and

Banī Qurayzah) only the third group had remained in Medina at the time of the Battle

of ’Ahzāb, and the first and second groups as the result of perjury were condemned

to leave Medina, and this third group, who acted to breaking covenant and joining to

the enemies of Islam, should receive the retribution of their own treacherous deeds

.and be punished for their crimes

:The Event of the Battle of Banī Qurayzah - 2

We said that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), immediately after the end of the Battle of ’Ahzāb,
was ordered to make clear the account of Banī Qurayzah. It has been recorded that

the
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Muslims hurried to attend in the region of the fortresses of Banī Qurayzah so hastily

that even some of them neglected to perform their evening prayer and out of

necessity they belated accomplishment of it later. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) issued the

command of the siege of their fortresses. This siege prolonged twenty five days. As

the Holy Qur’ān implies, Allah cast an intensive awe in their hearts. Ka‘b-ibn-’Asad,
who was one of the chiefs of the Jews, said: “I am sure that Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) will

not leave us alone until he fights against us. I suggest three things that you choose

either of them that you desire. My first suggestion is that we shake hand with this man

and believe in him and follow him, because it has been proved for you that he is the

Messenger of Allah, and we find the signs of his prophethood in our books. In this case

.” your life, wealth, children and wives will be safe and sound

They answered that they would not leave the Torah and would not accept anything

.instead of it

He said: “Now that you did not accept my suggestion, let us kill our children and wives

with our own hands so that our thought can be free from them, and then draw your

swords and fight against Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and his followers to see what Allah

desires. If we are killed we will not be worried about our wives and children, and if we

.” won the battle, there would be found many wives and children for us later

They said: “How do we kill these helpless ones with our own hands? After them, what

?” is the worth of living for us

Ka‘b-ibn-’Asad said: “Well! You did not accept this. Tonight is the night before

Saturday. Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and his companions think that we will not attack them

.” tonight. Let us attack them insidiously, perhaps we will win the battle

They said that they would not do that either, because they were never willing to

.violate the esteem of Saturday
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Ka‘b angrily said: “Since the day you were born from your mothers, none of you have

.” been wise even for a night

After that, they asked the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to send ’Abū Lubābah to them in order

.that they would consult with him

When ’Abū Lubābah came to them, the Jewish women and children began crying in
front of him and he was seriously affected by that scene. Then the Jewish men asked

him whether he approved that they would submit the command of Muhammad

(p.b.u.h.). ’Abū Lubābah agreed with them, but at the same time he pointed to his

.throat which meant that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) would kill all of them

Abū Lubābah says when he left that place he understood his treachery. Then, instead’
of going to meet the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), he went directly into the mosque and fastened

himself to one of the pillars of the mosque and said he would not move from that

.place until Allah (s.w.t.) might accept his repentance

At last, Allah forgave his sin because of his truthfulness and a verse of the Qur’ān was

revealed in this concern, saying: “And (there are) others who have confessed to their

sins. They have mixed a righteous deed and an evil one. May be Allah will turn

(mercifully) to them (and accept their repentance). Verily Allah is Forgiving,
(Merciful.”(1

Finally, the Jews of Banī Qurayzah had to be surrendered without any condition. The

holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told them whether they were content that he should execute

(. whatever Sa‘d-ibn-Ma‘āth would judge about them, (and they accepted

Sa‘d-ibn-Ma‘āth said: “It is the time when Sa‘d must state the ordinance of Allah

.” without considering the scorn of any blamers
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Sa‘d made the Jews confess again that they would accept whatever he might judge,
and then he shut his eyes and turned his face to that side that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
was standing and said: “Do you accept my judgement, too?” the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
answered: ‘Yes’. He said: “I say that those who were ready to fight against Muslims

(the men of Banī Qurayzah) must be killed, and their wives and children must be

captured, and their properties must be divided.” But some of them embraced Islam

(and saved.(1

:The Sequels of the Battle of Banī Qurayzah - 3

The triumph over this cruel obstinate group had some fruitful results for the Muslims;

:among them are as follow

Purification of the inner army of Medina and that the Muslims become mentally - 1
.reposeful from the spies of the Jews

The destruction of the centre of Arab polytheists in Medina and that they became - 2
.hopeless of providing an inner rebellion

.The finance power of the Muslims was strengthened by the booties of this battle - 3

The way of the future victories was paved, and that of Khiybar occupation in - 4
.particular

The fixation of the situation of Islam in the view of both the enemies and friends - 5
.inside and outside of Medina was established

****
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(Section 4: The People of the House (The Ahlul-Bayt) Divinely made pure (clean

Point

Prophet’s wives warned – The virtuous among them promised a goodly recompense

and those who commit open indecency shall have a double punishment – The people

of the House (of the Prophet Muhammad made pure (clean) by Allah

لاًیمِجَ اًحارَسَ  َّنکُحْ   ِ رّسَُاوَ َّنکُعْ  -ِ تّمَُا نَْیَلاعَتَفَ  اهَتَنَیزِوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  هَایَحَْلا  نَدْرُِت  َّنُتنکُ  نإِ  کَجِاوَزْلاَ  لُق  ُّیِبَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  } 28{

O Prophet! Say to your wives: ‘If you desire the life of this world and its . “ 28
adornment, then come, I will provide you enjoyment and set you free in a handsome

.” manner

Commentary, verse: 28

As the result of gaining the booties by the Muslims, the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
wished to develop their lives and, therefore, demanded him (p.b.u.h.) some means

and welfare potentialities. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) opposed their demand and did not go

.to them for a month until when the verses under discussion were revealed

The life of all Muslims must be simple. The religious, social and guiding situation

 …” creates a particular duty for man. (… If you desire the life of this world

:Therefore, the verse says

O Prophet! Say to your wives: ‘If you desire the life of this world and its adornment,“
.” then come, I will provide you enjoyment and set you free in a handsome manner
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The Arabic word /’umatti‘kunna/ is derived from /mut‘ah/ and, as it has been said in

the commentary of Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 236, its purpose is a present which is
.fit with the rank of a woman

Here the purpose is that he ought to add to the dowry an appropriate sum, or if there

has not been appointed a particular dowry he may give them a worthy present so that

they become content and happy and that their separation would occur in a friendly

.environment

The Arabic word /sarāh/ is originally derived from /sarh/ in the sense of a plant which

has leaves and fruit; and the Arabic phrase: /sarahtul-’abil/ means ‘I left the camels to

enjoy the plants and the leaves of the trees’. Then, it has been used in a vaster scope

of meaning, with the sense of any kind of leaving anything and anyone; and

’. sometimes it is also used ironically in the sense of ‘to divorce

However, the objective meaning of the Qur’ānic phrase: /sarāhan jamīlā/ (in a

handsome manner) mentioned in the verse under discussion is: ‘To set women free

.pleasantly and without any quarrel and wrath

Here, there are some detailed discussions among the Islamic commentators and

jurists whether the purpose of this statement mentioned in the above verse is that

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) let his wives free between remaining or they separate, and if

they chose separation, it would itself be counted as divorce and it did not need the

formula of repudiation to be recited. Or the purpose has been this that they would

choose one of those two ways. If they chose separation, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) would

.recite the formula of repudiation, otherwise they would remain in their own state
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Yes, the combination of the meaning of the above verse and other verses of divorce

.requires that separation must be done by means of divorce

However, this problem is discussed among the jurists of both Shī‘ah and the Sunnites,
though the second attitude, i.e. separation by the way of divorce is nearer to the

apparent of the holy verse. Moreover, the application of the Qur’ānic phrase

/’usarrihkunna/ (I set you free) denotes that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) took action in

separating them, specially that the word /tasrīh/ in another occurrence of the Holy

(Qur’ān has been used in the sense of ‘divorce’. (Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 229

For more information in this regard, you may refer to the legal books, particularly to

.the book Jawāhir, Vol. 29, P. 122

****
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اًمیظِعَ اًرجْأَ  َّنکُنِم  تِانَسِحْمُْلِل  َّدعَأَ  هََّللا  َّناِفَ  هَرَخِلأَا  رَاَّدلاوَ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هََّللا  نَدْرُِت  نَُتنکُ  نِاوَ  } 29{

And if you desire Allah and His Messenger and the abode of Hereafter, then verily . “ 29
.” Allah has prepared for the doers of good among you a great reward

Commentary, verse: 29

Allah (s.w.t.) considers simple life for the religious leaders’ families as a good action.
Therefore, those who renounce the little provision of this world will gain a great

:reward. So, this verse says

And if you desire Allah and His Messenger and the abode of Hereafter, then verily“
.” Allah has prepared for the doers of good among you a great reward

In fact, these few sentences contain all the basis of faith and programs of a believer.
From one side, he has the Faith in Allah, His Messenger (p.b.u.h.), and in the Day of

Hereafter, and he tries to increase it. On the other side, he is in the row of the

benevolent and righteous doers. Therefore, a mere desire and expression of love to

Allah, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and Hereafter is not enough, but one’s practical programs

.must be consistent to it, too

Thus, Allah made the duty of the Prophet’s wives clear forever, that they must be an

example for the faithful women. They must be pious, virtuous, heedless to the

dazzling glares of the world and beautiful ornament, and must specially be attentive

to faith, righteous deed, and spirituality. If they are such, they can remain and

possess the great honour of being
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.the Prophet’s spouses; else, they may take their own way and separate from him

In these sentences the addressees are the Prophet’s wives, but the content of the

holy verses and its result envelops all, specially those who have been appointed in the

position of leadership over people and common people should follow them. They can

always choose one of two ways: they may use their apparent position for reaching a
welfare of material life, or submitting to some deprivations in order to get the

.pleasure of Allah and guidance of people

****
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ارًیسِیَ هَِّللا  یلَعَ  کَِلذَ  نَاکَوَ  نِْیفَْعضِ  بُاذَعَْلا  اهََل  فْعَاضَُی  هٍَن  -ِ یّبَُّم هٍشَحِافَِب  َّنکُنِم  تِأْیَ  نمَ    ِ یِّبَّنلا ءَآسَِن  ایَ  } 30{

O wives of the Prophet! Whoever of you commits an open indecency, the . “ 30
.” punishment for her will be doubled, and that is easy for Allah

Commentary, verse: 30

In Divine retribution and reward personal merit and noble descent have no effect and

.every offender must be punished

Those who have a religious feature and a social situation and whose manner is

considered as a model for others, will deserve a greater retribution than that of

.others if they commit a sin

This holy verse through some clear statements refers to the situation of the wives of

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) concerning their good and evil actions as well as their

:prominence and their heavy responsibility. It says

O wives of the Prophet! Whoever of you commits an open indecency, the punishment“
.” for her will be doubled, and that is easy for Allah

You are living in the house of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the centre of revelation and

prophecy. Regarding to your constant nearness to the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.)
your awareness about the Islamic affairs is more than the common people, in addition

that others look at you and your deeds are as models for them. Therefore, your sin is
more grievous than theirs with Allah, since both reward and retribution are given

according to the one’s knowledge and level of cognizance, and its effect in the

environment. You have both a heavier portion of information
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.and a more sensitive situation from the point of having an affect of the society

Besides them all, your wrong actions, from one side, annoy the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
and, on the other side, damage his honour, and this is counted another sin which

.deserves another punishment

The objective meaning of the Qur’ānic phrase: /fāhišatan mubayyinah/ is the open

lewdnesses; and we know that the harm of the sins that some known personalities

.commit will often be more effective when they are done manifestly

The Qur’ānic sentence that says: “That is easy for Allah” refers to this fact that they

should never imagine that their punishment causes any difficulty for Allah and that

their relation with the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) may hinder it, as it is customary

among people that they ignore, or consider the sins of their friends and relatives

small. No, it is not such. This ordinance will decisively be executed upon them. The

above mentioned verses are about the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), saying that if
they obey Allah they will have a double reward, and if they commit a manifest sin their

retribution will also be doubled. But in view of the fact that the main criterion of

judgment is one’s social position, personality and rank, this ordinance is also true

.about other persons who have a social position

Such persons do not belong only to them, but their existence consists of two

dimensions: one dimension belongs to their own selves, and the other belongs to the

society. So, their life programs can guide a group or mislead another group. Thus,
their deeds have two effects: a personal effect and a social effect, and from this point

.of view, each of them has a reward or retribution
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A tradition narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) indicates that he said: “An ignorant

person’s seventy sins will be forgiven before that a single sin of a learned one can be

(forgiven.”(1

It is narrated that: “Once someone came to Imam Sajjād, Ali-ibn-il-Husayn (a.s.), and

said: ‘Verily you are the family whom Allah has forgiven.’ The Imam (a.s.) became

angry and said: “We are more deserving that what Allah has appointed about the

wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to be appointed to us, not as you say. We consider two

rewards for our righteous (ones) and two retributions for our evil (ones), then, he

(recited the two abovementioned verses.”(2

The messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The stroke of Ali (a.s.) on the day of the ditch is
(better than the worship of Jinn and human beings.”(3

****

The End of Part 21
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Part 22-Sura Ahzab

امًیرِکَ اًقزْرِ  اهََل  اَندْتَعْأَوَ  نِْیتََّرمَ  اهَرَجْأَ  آهَِتؤُْن  اًحِلاصَ  لْمَْعتَوَ  هِِلوسُرَوَ  هَِّلِل  َّنکُنِم  تُْنْقیَ  نمَوَ  } 31{

And whoever of you (women) is obedient to Allah and His Messenger, and does . “ 31
righteousness, to her shall We grant her reward twice; and We have prepared for her

.” a generous sustenance

Commentary, verse: 31

.Encouragement and threat are effective when they are beside each other

That obedience is worthy which is based upon knowledge and love accompanied with

:modesty. Therefore, this verse says

And whoever of you (women) is obedient to Allah and His Messenger, and does“
righteousness, to her shall We grant her reward twice; and We have prepared for her

.” a generous sustenance

The Arabic word /yaqnut/ is derived from /qunūt/ in the sense of obedience

accompanied with modesty and discipline.(1) So the Holy Qur’ān tells them in this way

that they should be obedient both to the command of Allah and the Prophet and

.observe the condition of discipline perfectly

Here, we confront again this point that mere claim of faith and obedience is not

enough, but in respect to the Qur’ānic
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.phrase /ta‘mal sālihan/ (does righteousness) its effects must be seen in action, too

The Arabic phrase /rizqan karīm/ (a generous sustenance) has a vast meaning which

encompasses all the spiritual and material merits. It has been rendered into Paradise

.for the sake that Paradise is the abode of all these merits

****
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اًفورُْعمَ لاًوْقَ  نَْلُقوَ  ضٌرَمَ  هِِبْلقَ  یِف  يذَِّلا  عَمَطْیَفَ  لِوْقَْلاِب  نَْعضَخْتَ  لاَفَ  َّنُتْیقََّتا  نِإِ  ءِآسَ  -ِ نّلا نَِم  دٍحَأَکَ  َّنُتسَْل    ِ یِّبَّنلا ءَآسَِن  آیَ  } 32{

O wives of the Prophet! You are not like any of the (other) women if you are in awe . “ 32
of Allah, then be not soft in speech lest he in whose heart is disease aspire (at you)

.” and speak honourable words

Commentary, verse: 32

The circumstance of the families of religious leaders is different from that of others

.and they should be more careful of their behaviour than others

When the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), most of whom were old and aged and had a
simple life, are warned that they should not speak with an amorous gesture, the

young and beautiful women must count their own account. So, in this verse, Allah

:says

O wives of the Prophet! You are not like any of the (other) women if you are in awe of “
, …” Allah

From one side, because of your connection to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and that you are

inside the centre of revelation and hear the verses of the Qur’ān and teachings of

Islam, on the other side, you have such a particular situation that you can be a model

for all women, whether in the way of piety, or in the way of sin, therefore, you must

recognize your situation and do not neglect your heavy responsibility. You should

.know that if you are pious you will have a very excellent rank with Allah

Next to this fair premise, which makes them prepare for accepting responsibilities and

consider personality for them, it issues the first divine command in the field of

chastity, and, in
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particular, refers to a narrow subject so that other issues in this relation would be

:made clear. It says

( …” then be not soft in speech lest he in whose heart is disease aspire (at you “… 

You should be severe and dry in speech, and speak ordinarily, not like some low

women who try to speak with some stimulative changes in their voice and gesture

.that cause the voluptuous persons to fall in the thought of sin

The application of the Qur’ānic clause: “He in whose heart is disease” is a very explicit

meaning upon this fact that the existence of sexual instinct in the level of moderation

and religion is the sign of health, but when it is beyond this level it is a kind of disease,
so much so that it becomes nigh to madness and is usually called: ‘sexual madness!
Nowadays, the concerning scientists have explained in their books different kinds of

this psychological sickness, which come into being as the result of the increase of this

.instinct and submitting to kinds of sexual pollutions in corruptive environments

:The Qur’ān issues the second command as follows

.” and speak honourable words “… 

In fact, the phrase “… be not soft in speech …” refers to the modality of speaking, and

.the phrase: “speak honourable words” points to the content of speech

Of course, the phrase ‘honourable words’, here, has a vast meaning that, besides

what was said, negates any kind of false, vain, and sinful saying which is opposite to

.the truth

By the way, the recent sentence can be an explanation for the former one, lest no one

think that the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) must encounter strangers insidiously or

far from discipline, but their manner must be decent, polite and, in the meanwhile

.without having any sort of behaviour with stimulation
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بَهِذُْـیِل هَُّللا  دُـیرُِی  امََّنِا  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هََّللا  نَْعطِأَوَ  هَاکََّزلا  نَیِتاءَوَ  هَلاََّصلا  نَمِْقأَوَ  یَلولأُا  هَِّیِلهِاجَْلا  جَُّربَتَ  نَجَّْربَتَ  ـَلاوَ  َّنکُِتوُیُب  یِف  نَرْقَوَ  } 33{
اًریهِطْتَ مْکُرَ  -ِ هّطَُیوَ تِْیبَْلا  لَهْأَ  سَجْ   ِ رّلا مُکُنعَ 

And stay in your abodes and do not display your finery, like the former times of . “ 33
Ignorance, and establish the prayer, and pay the poor-rate, and obey Allah and His

Messenger. Verily Allah intends but to keep off from you (every kind of) uncleanness,
.” O’ you the people of the House! And purify you (with) a thorough purification

Commentary, verse: 33

Point

This verse addresses the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), but certainly its purpose is all

.the Muslim women who must practice these commandments respectively

Sin is a pollution for the spirit, and the family of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) must be far

.from this pollution

:In the field of observing chastity, this verse says

And stay in your abodes and do not display your finery, like the former times of“
, …” Ignorance

The Arabic word /qarn/ is derived from /wiqār/ in the sense of ‘heaviness’, which

implicitly refers to staying at homes. Some others have also said that it may be

derived from /qarār/ which, from the point of consequence, does not much differ from

.the first meaning
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The Arabic word /tabarruj/ means to be manifest before the eyes of people. It is

.derived from /baraja/ which means to be apparent in front of the eyes of all

The objective meaning of the Qur’ānic word /jāhilīyyah/ (ignorance) apparently is the

same Ignorance which existed at the time of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). As the history

indicates, at that time women had not a correct veil. They used to cast the lap of their

shawls behind their heads in a way that their throat and a part of their breast,
necklace, neck and ear-rings were seen, and by this style the Qur’ān dissuades the

.wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) from these sorts of treatments

No doubt this ordinance is general, and the emphasis of these verses on the wives of

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is as a stressed recommendation. It is just like that we tell a

scholar that he, who is a scholar, should not tell a lie. The concept of this statement is
not that telling a lie is permissible for others, but the purpose is that this man who is a

.scholar must avoid this action more seriously and more emphatically than others

However, this statement shows that in future there will come some Ignorance similar

to the Ignorance of Arabs, and today, in our time, we see the traces of this prophecy

of the Qur’ān in the civilized material world. But the former commentators, who could

not foresee such an affair, had been in trouble for commenting this word. So, they

have commented the phrase /jāhilīyyatil ’ūlā/ (the former times of Ignorance) as the

time between the age of Adam and that of Noah, or the time between the age of

David and Solomon, when women came out in public with some dresses that their

bodies were manifest, so that they could name the Ignorance before Islam as the
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second Ignorance. But, as we said before, these statements are not needed, and the

apparent meaning is that /jāhiliyyat-il-’ūlā/ is that very Ignorance of before Islam

which is referred to in another place of the Qur’ān, too. (Sura ’Āl-i-‘Imrān, No. 3, verse

143, Sura Al-Mā’idah, No. 5, verse 50, and Sura Al-Fath, No. 48, verse 26) and the second

(Ignorance is the Ignorance which will come into being later (like our age).(1

:However, the verse of the Qur’ān has stated three Divine instructions as follows

p: 478

As it was pointed out a group of the commentators were in doubt about the - 1
meaning of the Arabic phrase /jāhilīyyat-il-’ūlā/ mentioned in the verse under

discussion, as if they could not believe that after the advent of Islam there will come

into being in the world a kind of Ignorance that the Ignorance of the Arabs before

Islam comparing with it will certainly be an insignificant matter. But today this matter

is completely clear for us, who are witnesses of the horrible manifestations of the

Ignorance of the twentieth century, and this must be counted as one of the

miraculous prophecies of the Qur’ān. If in the age of first Ignorance the Arabs had

some wars and robberies and, for example, for several times the market of ‘Akkāz

was the scene of foolish blood-sheds, and some people were killed, in the Ignorance

of our time some universal wars take place wherein sometimes more than twenty

million people are slain, and more than that are injured or become deformed. If in the

Ignorance of Arabs women displayed their finery, and put their scarves aside in a way

that a part of their breast, throat, necklace, and ear-rings were seen, in our age they

form some clubs under the title of ‘Necked Club’ (the example of which is famous in
England) wherein, with utmost excuse, individuals become nude for indecent

exposures. If in the age of Arab Ignorance the polluted women put a sign above their

own houses in order to invite some individuals toward themselves, in the Ignorance of

our age there are some persons who introduce some things in this field in some

special newspapers or in the sites of internet which are earnestly shameful to be

mentioned and the Ignorance of Arabs were hundred times more honourable than

this. In short, there are some corruptions in faithless material world of today that
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leaving them unmentioned is better, and this commentary ought not to be polluted by

it. What was said was only a small portion out of very many kinds of them in order to

show the life of those who get distance with Allah and, with having thousands of

universities, scientific centres and famous scholars, they are fully polluted by

corruptions, so much so that even these very scientific centres and their scholars

.sometimes cooperate with them
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and establish the prayer, and pay the poor-rate, and obey Allah and His “… 
. …” Messenger

If in the field of worship the Qur’ān emphasizes on ritual prayer and poor-rate, it is for

the sake that prayer is the most important way of communication with Allah and in the

meantime that the poor-rate is a great worship, it is counted as a firm connection with

.the servants of Allah

The Qur’ānic sentence: “obey Allah and His Messenger” is a general ordinance which

envelops all the Divine programs. These three instructions also show that the above

ordinances are not allocated to the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), but they are for all,
.although they have an emphasis concerning them

:At the end, the verse says

Verily Allah intends but to keep off from you (every kind of) uncleanness, O’ you “… 
.” the people of the House! And purify you (with) a thorough purification

The application of the Arabic word /’innamā/ here, which is usually for restriction, is an

.(. evidence that this merit is only for the family of the Prophet (p.b.u.h

The Arabic term /yurīdu/ refers to the genetic will of Allah, else, ‘the religious will’ and,
in other words, the necessity of keeping one’s self pure does not restrict to the family

of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and, according to the command of religion, all people are

.dutifully responsible to be pure from any kind of sin and pollution

It may be said that ‘the genetic will’ causes a kind of fatalism, but regarding to the

discussions we had about the infallibility of Divine prophets and Imams the answer of

this question will be made clear, and here it can be briefly said: the
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infallible ones have a sort of acquired eligibility by means of their own deeds, and a
kind of innate competency gifted from the side of Allah so that they can be a paradigm

.for people

In other words, the infallible ones, for the sake of Divine aids and their own pure

deeds, are in a state that they do not go toward sins while they have power and

authority to commit sin. It is just like that never a wise person is ready to take a piece

of fire and puts it in his mouth, while there is neither a compulsion nor any aversion in
this action. This is a mood emerged from inside of the self of a man as the result of

information and innate natural principles, without being any compulsion and

.predestination in the action

The Arabic term /rijs/ means an impure thing, whether it is impure from the view of

.the man’s nature, or according to the intellect or religion or all of them

The Qur’ānic word /tathīr/ means ‘to purify’ and in fact, it is an emphasis on the

negation of any kind of uncleanness; and its mentioning here in the form of ‘absolute

.object’ is counted another emphasis on this meaning

According to the view of all scholars of Islam and commentators, the application of

the term Ahl-ul-Bayt here refers to the family of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and this is the

thing which is understood from the apparent of the verse itself. The objective

meaning of the word /bayt/ (house), which has been mentioned here in an absolute

form, with the context of the verses before and after it, is the house of the Prophet

.( (p.b.u.h
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(? Who Are the Prophet’s Family (Ahl-ul-Bayt

There are a lot of traditions recorded in the sources of the Sunnites and Shi‘ah which

indicate the addressees in the abovementioned verse are only five persons. They are:
the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), Ali (a.s.), Fātimah (a.s.) Hassan and Husayn (a.s.). There are

more than one hundred and thirty narrations mentioned in this regard in the book

entitled Shawāhid-ut-Tanzīl, which is one of the famous books of the Sunnites. The

book entitled Ihqāq-ul-Haqq introduces more than seventy traditions taken from the

famous sources of the Sunnites which allocate this verse to the above mentioned five

(persons.(1

****
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اًریِبخَ اًفیطَِل  نَاکَ  هََّللا  َّنِا  هِمَکْحِْلاوَ  هَِّللا  تِایَاءَ  نِْم  َّنکُِتوُیُب  یِف  یلَْتُی  امَ  نَرْکُذْاوَ  } 34{

And remember what is recited in your abodes of the signs of Allah and the . “ 34
.” Wisdom; verily Allah is All-Subtle, Aware

Commentary, verse: 34

Point

There have been mentioned two meanings for the Qur’ānic word /ŏikr/: one is ‘to

memorize’ and the other is ‘to utter’. Therefore the Qur’ānic phrase: /waŏkurna/
means: O’ wives of the Prophet! You should remember, and do not forget, that the

Divine revelation is sent down in your house; or it means: you should reiterate for

.others whatever of the Book of Allah is recited in your house and you learn

Instead of a mean and worthless culture, you must follow the Divine culture. The

.household of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) must do righteous deeds prior to others

This fact mentioned in this verse has been stated as the last duty of the wives of the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and it is a warning unto all of them that they may utilize the best

opportunity which has been given to them; that is, being informed of the facts of

:Islam, and that they might improve themselves under its light. It says

;And remember what is recited in your abodes of the signs of Allah and the Wisdom“
…”

You are in the centre of revelation and under the light of the Qur’ān. Even when you

are at home, you can abundantly enjoy the lessons of Islam and the words of the holy

Prophet
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p.b.u.h.) stated by his holy tongue, because his every breath is a lesson and his every)
.word is a program

Upon the difference between /’āyātillāh/ (the signs of Allah) and /hikmat/ (wisdom)
some of the commentators have said that both of them refer to the Qur’ān, but the

application of the Qur’ānic word /’āyāt/ states its being as a miracle, and the

.application of /hikmat/ reiterates the deep content and knowledge hidden in it

Some other Islamic commentators have said that /’āyātullah/ points to the verses of

the Qur’ān and /hikmat/ refers to the Prophet’s way of treatment and his wise

.admonitions

Both of these two commentaries adapt to the rank and words of the verse, but the

first one seems nearer, because the application of the word ‘recite’ is more

appropriate in respect to the Divine verses. In addition, the word /nuzūl/ has been

used in many verses of the Qur’ān in connection with both ‘verses’ and ‘wisdom’.
Among them is Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 231 which says: “… and what He has sent

down unto you of the Book and wisdom …”. Similar to this very meaning is also recited

.in Sura An-Nisā’, No. 4, verse 113

:At the end of the verse, the Qur’ān adds

.” verily Allah is All-Subtle, Aware “… 

This sentence points to this fact that Allah is aware of the most precise things, and He

knows your intentions very well, and He is aware of the secrets hidden inside your

.breasts

This meaning is in the case that we comment the Qur’ānic word /latīf/ (All-subtle) in

the sense of the One Who is aware of the minute points, and if we comment it in the

sense of ‘the possessor of mercy’, it refers to this fact that Allah is both merciful unto

.you, the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and is aware of your deeds
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This is also probable that the emphasis on the word /latīf/ (All-subtle) is for the sake of

the miracle of the verse of the Qur’ān, and the emphasis on the word /xabīr/ (aware) is
for its wise content. In the meanwhile, these meanings do not contrast each other and

.can be said with together

:A few Points

The ‘purification verse’ is the clear proof of immaculacy. Some commentators have - 1
taken the Arabic word /rijs/, mentioned in the verse, only as a hint to polytheism, or to

the ugly major sins such as adultery, while there is no proof available for this

restriction. But (regarding that the Arabic signs ’Alif and Lām added to the material

noun /rijs/) the word ‘Ar-Rijs’ encompasses every kind of pollution and sin, since all

sins are called in Arabic ‘Rijs’. In the Qur’ān, this word has been used in the senses of:
(polytheism, alcoholic liquors, gambling, hypocrisy, unlawful meats, and the like.(1

And regarding that the Will of Allah is not changeable and the sentence: “… verily Allah

intends but to keep off from you (every kind of) uncleanness O’ you the people of the

House …” mentioned in the Qur’ān is an evidence upon the certain Will of Allah,
specially regarding to the Qur’ānic word /’innamā/ which is used for restriction and

emphasis, makes it clear that the decisive Will of Allah is determined that ‘the people

of the House’ should be clean from any pollution, wrong and sin and this is that very

.rank of infallibility

This point is also noteworthy that the objective meaning of ‘the Will of Allah’ in these

verses is not His instructions and ordinances concerning lawful and unlawful things,
-since such instructions are for all people and do not allocate to only Ahl
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/. ul-Bayt (a.s.), therefore, it is not consistent with the concept of the word /’innamā

Thus, this constant Will refers to a kind of Divine aid which helps the people of the

House (Ahl-ul-Bayt) in infallibility and its continuation, and in the meantime, (as it was

.explained before), it does not contrast with free will and choice

In fact, the concept of the verse is the same thing that is also mentioned in Jāmi‘ah

Supplication, which says: “Allah protected you from errors, and made you safe from

seditions, and purified you from pollutions, and kept off from you (every kind of)
.” uncleanness, and purified you (with) a through purification

?Whom is the Purification Verse about - 2

We said before that though this verse is mentioned inside the verses concerning the

wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the change of its style (the alteration of feminine plural

pronouns to masculine plural pronouns) is the evidence for that this part of the verse

.has a content apart from these verses

That is why even those who have not considered this verse concerned to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), Ali (a.s.), Fātimah (a.s.), Hassan and Husayn (a.s.), believe that it has such a
vast meaning that it envelops both these dignitaries and the wives of the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.). But there are many narrations available which indicate that the verse is

allocated to only these dignitaries and the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) are not

involved in this meaning though they have a symmetrical respect. Here are a number

:of those narrations

A) The narrations that have been narrated from the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
themselves. They said: “When the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was speaking about this holy

verse, we asked him whether we were included in it, and he answered: ‘You are good

’.” but you are not included in this verse
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Among them is the narration which Tha‘labī has narrated in his commentary from

’Umm-us-Salamah, saying: “The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was at home when Fātimah (a.s.)
brought a piece of silk cloth to him. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told her: ‘Call your husband

and your two sons, Hassan and Husayn (a.s.)’. She fetched them. Then they ate food.
Then the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) cast a mantle over them and said: ‘O’ Allah! These are my

family (Ahl-ul-Bayt), then keep off from them (every kind of) uncleanness and purify

them (with) a thorough purification’. And it was here that the verse saying: ‘Verily Allah

intend …’ was revealed. I said: ‘Am I with you, O’ Messenger of Allah?’ He (p.b.u.h.)
(’.” said: ‘You are upon goodness, (but you are not among them

Also Tha‘labī himself narrates from ‘Āyishah as follows: “When she was asked about

the Battle of Jamal and her interference in that destructive battle, she (regretfully)
said: ‘This was a Divine pre-ordination’. And when she was asked about Ali (a.s.), she

said: ‘Do you ask me about the one who was the most beloved with the Messenger of

Allah (p.b.u.h.) among people, and about the wife of the one who was the most

beloved with the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) among people? I have seen myself Ali,
Fātimah, Hassan, and Husayn whom the Messenger of Allah had gathered under

clothing, and said: ‘O’ Allah! These are my family (Ahl-ul-Bayt) and my support; then

keep off from them (every kind of) uncleanness and purify them (with) a thorough

purification.’ She said: ‘I asked: ‘O’ Messenger of Allah! Am I from (among) your

(family?’ He answered: ‘Be off! You are upon goodness’.”(1

These sorts of narrations explicitly denote that the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) are

.not considered as Ahl-ul-Bayt (family) in this verse
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B) There have been recorded many narrations about Hadīth Kasā from all of which it
is understood that once the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) called up Ali, Fātimah, Hassan and

Husayn (a.s.), or they themselves came to him. He cast a shoulder-mantle over them,
and said: “O’ Allah! These are my family (members), then Keep off (every kind of)
uncleanness from them.” At this time the verse: “Verily Allah intends but to keep off

.from you (every kind of) uncleanness …” was revealed

Hākim Huskānī Neyshābūrī, the famous scholar, has compiled several narrations in

(this field narrated from various narrators.(1

Here, this question attracts the attentions that what was the aim of gathering them

?under that single piece garment

It seems that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) intended to specify them well and say that this

verse is only about this group, lest someone considers the addressees of this verse

were the whole wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and all those who are counted as a part

.of his family

Even some narrations indicate that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) repeated this sentence for

three times and said: “O Allah! These are my family (members) and my particular

(ones), then Keep off (every kind of) uncleanness from them and purify them (with) a
.” thorough purification

C) A great deal of other narrations denote that after the revelation of this verse until

six months when the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was passing by the house of Fātimah (a.s.) for

going to perform his morning prayer, he called: “It is the time of prayer O’ Ahl-ul-Bayt.
Verily Allah intends but to Keep off from you (every kind of) uncleanness, O’ you the

.” people of the House! And purify you (with) a thorough purification
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(Hākim Huskānī has narrated this tradition from ’Anas-ibn-Mālik.(1

Another narration, which is narrated from ’Abū-Sa‘īd Khidrī, from the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), indicates: “The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) continued this program until eight or nine

(months.”(2

(Ibn-i-‘Abbās has narrated this tradition from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), too.(3

This point is also notable that the constant repetition of this subject for six, or 8, or 9
months beside the house of Fātimah (a.s.) is for the purpose that the matter could

completely be distinguished so that there would remain no doubt for anyone that this

verse was revealed only in the rank of this group, specially that after that he (p.b.u.h.)
ordered that the doors of the houses of others towards the mosque should be closed,
and, at the time of prayer, naturally a group of people could hear this statement there

from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). The only house the arrival door of which was allowed to be

.open into the Mosque of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was Fātimah’s house

D) There are numerous narrations narrated by ’Abū-Sa‘īd Khidrī, the famous

Companion of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), who manifestly testifies: “This verse has been

sent down only about those five persons: the Messenger of Allah, Ali, Fātimah, Hassan

(and Husayn (a.s.).”(4

These narrations are so abundant that some of the Islamic researchers consider

’. them ‘widely transmitted

It is concluded from what was said that the sources and the narrators of the traditions

which indicate that the verse relates only to those five persons are so abundant that

there remains
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.Durr-ul-Manthūr, Following the verse - 4
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no room far any doubt. The book entitled: ‘Sharh-i-’Ihqāq-ul-Haqq’ introduces more

than seventy sources from among the famous sources of the Sunnites, while the

(available sources of Shi‘ah in this field are more than one thousand sources.(1

The writer of Shawāhid-ut-Tanzīl, who is one of the famous scholars of the Sunnis,
(has narrated more than 130 traditions in this regard.(2

Besides, some of the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) committed something during their

lifetime which never agreed with the rank of infallibility, such as the event of the

Battle of Jamal, which was a rebellion against Imam Ali (a.s.), the Imam of the time,
that caused a great deal of blood to be shed and, as some of historians have said,

.more than seventeen thousand people were killed in it

No doubt, this event is never justifiable, and we see that even ‘Āyishah herself also

after this event expresses regret, a part of which was referred to formerly. ‘Āyishah’s
finding fault from Khadījah, who was the greatest, the most self-sacrificing and the

most virtuous women of Islam, is known in history. Her word was so sad for the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) that, because of the intense of wrath his hair stood on end, and he

said: “By Allah! I had no wife better than her. She embraced Islam when people

disbelieved, and she offered her properties at my disposal when all people had got

.” distance with me

?Is Allah’s Will, here, Genetic or Religious - 3

When explaining the commentary of the verse we pointed out that the word ‘Will’ in
the sentence: “Verily Allah intends but to keep off from you (every kind of)

.uncleanness …” is a genetic will not a religious one
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For more explanation we must mention that the purpose of ‘religious will’ is the

commands and prohibitions of Allah. For example, Allah has ordered us to perform

prayer, fasting, Hajj, and Holy Struggle. This is religious will. It is clear that religious

will relates to our deeds not to the acts of Allah, while in the above-mentioned verse

what belongs to will is Allah’s action. It says: “Allah intends to keep off from you (every

kind of) uncleanness”, so, such a will must be ‘genetic’ and it relates to Allah in the

.world of genesis

Besides this, the ‘religious will’ due to purification and piety, does not allocate to Ahl-
ul-Bayt (a.s.) because Allah has ordered everybody to be pure and virtuous, and this is
not a privilege for Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.), since all those who are fully capable are involved

.in this commandment

However, this matter, i.e. religious will, not only is not consistent with the apparent of

the verse, but also does not agree with the former traditions, since all of those

traditions speak about a high privilege and an important particular value which is

.(. specific to Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s

This is also certain that the Qur’ānic word /rijs/ here does not mean the outward

uncleanness but it refers to innate pollutions. The application of the word negates any

kind of restriction and limitation in polytheism, infidelity, deeds of indecency, and the

.like, and it envelops all sins, and creedal, ethical and practical pollutions

Another point which must be under careful consideration is that the genetic will which

is meant ‘creation’ here means advisable not the ‘complete cause’ so that it becomes

.the source of fatalism and negation of choice

:Explanations

The rank of infallibility is in the sense of a state of Divine piety which comes into being

in Divine prophets and Imams by the aid of Allah. But with the existence
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of this case, it is not such that they can not commit any sin, but they have this ability;

.too, and they renounce committing sin with their own choice

It is just like a good physician who never eats a very poisonous thing that he knows its

serious dangers, though he has the power of doing it, but his knowledge, mental and

.spiritual principles cause that he renounce eating it with his own choice

This point is also necessary to be mentioned that this Divine piety is a particular merit

which is endowed upon the Divine prophets, not upon others; but it must be noted

that Allah has bestowed this privilege upon them for the heavy responsibility of

leadership that He has given them. Therefore, it is a privilege that the result of which

benefits everyone, and this is the essence of justice. It is just like the particular

privilege that Allah has given to the thin, tender, and very sensitive curtains of the

.eyes that the whole parts of the body enjoy of it

Moreover, in the same respect that Divine prophets have privileges and are involved

in the merits of Allah, their responsibility is heavy, too; so that only a ‘leaving the

better’ of theirs is equivalent to a major sin committed by the ordinary people. This is
.a distinguisher of the line of justice

:Conclusion

This will is a genetic will in the level of an advisable cause (not a complete cause), and,
in the meantime, it is neither the cause of fatalism nor does it negate any advantage

.and honour

****
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Section 5: No believer shall have any choice

Point

against the command of the Prophet of Allah

The reward for the various kinds of virtuous men and women – Prophet’s marriage

with Zaynab – When the Prophet of Allah commands, it shall be carried out and no

believer shall have any choice of his own against it – He who disobeys Allah and His

.Messenger has openly strayed away from the right way

تِارَِباَّصلاوَ نَـیرِِباَّصلاوَ  تِاقـَدِاَّصلاوَ  نَـیِقدِاَّصلاوَ  تِاتـَِناقَْلاوَ  نَیِتِناـقـَْلاوَ  تِاـنـَِمؤْمُْلاوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمـُْلاوَ  تِامَِلـسـْمُْلاوَ  نَیمِِلـسـْمُْلا  َّنِا  } 35{
اًریِثکَ هََّللا  نَیرِکِاَّذلاوَ  تِاظَِفاحَْلاوَ   ْ مهُجَورُُف نَیظِِفاحَْلاوَ  تِامَِئآَّصلاوَ  نَیمِِئآَّصلاوَ  تِاقَ   ِ دّصَتَمُْلاوَ نَیِق   ِ دّصَتَمُْلاوَ تِاعَشِاخَْلاوَ  نَیعِشـِاخَْلاوَ 

امًیظِعَ اًرجْأَوَ  هًرَفِْغَّم  مهَُل  هَُّللا  َّدعَأَ  تِارَکِاَّذلاوَ 

Verily the Muslim men and the Muslim women, and the believing men and the . “ 35
believing women, and the obedient men and the obedient women, and the truthful

men and the truthful women, and the patient men and the patient women, and the

humble men and the humble women, and the alms-giving men and the alms-giving

women, and the fasting men and the fasting women, and the men who guard their

modesty and the women who guard (their modesty), and the men who remember

Allah much and the women who remember Allah (much), for them Allah has prepared

.” forgiveness and a great reward
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The Occasion of Revelation, verse: 35

A group of commentators have said that when ’Asmā’ Bent-i-‘Umays, the wife of

Ja‘far-ibn-Abītālib, accompanied with her husband, came back from Ethiopia, she

went to visit the Prophet’s wives. One of the questions she began asking was that

whether there was anything of the verses of the Qur’ān revealed about women. They

responded a negative answer to her. Then she came to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and,
concerning it, she said: “O’ the Messenger of Allah! Women are in loss!” The Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) asked her: “Why?” She answered: “For the reason that there has not come in
the Islam and Qur’ān anything about the excellence of women.” It was here that the

above verse was revealed (and gave them certainty that the men and women are

equal with Allah from the point of nearness and rank. The important thing is that they

should have the conditions of excellence from the view of belief, action, and Islamic

(. morals

This verse has numerated ten virtues for the general men and women in the subjects

of belief, ethics, and practice. If we study the differences that Arabs and non-Arabs

used to consider between men and women and we search the heart-rending history

.of woman, the value of this verse will be made clear

Commentary, verse: 35

Next to the discussions about the duties of the Prophet’s wives mentioned in the

former verses, now, in this verse, there are some comprehensive and expressive

statements stated about the whole men and women as well as their outstanding

qualities. After mentioning ten specialties from among their ideological, ethical, and

.practical qualities, their great reward has been pointed out at the end of the verse
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A part of these ten specialties is about the stages of belief: (confession by the tongue,
(. attesting by the heart, and practicing by the limbs

Another part of them speak about controlling the tongue, the stomach, and lust, which

.are three important factors in the life and morals of human beings

Another part of the discussion is about the subject of supporting the deprived,
standing against hard and heavy events with patience, which is the root of faith, and

finally, it is about the main element of the continuation of these qualities, i.e.,
:remembering Allah. It says

Verily the Muslim men and the Muslim women, and the believing men and the“
, …” believing women, and the obedient men and the obedient women

Some commentators have taken the words: ‘Islam’ and ‘faith’ mentioned in the above

verse, with the same meaning, but it is clear that this repetition indicates that the

purpose of them is two different things. It refers to the same matter which is

mentioned in Sura Al-Hujurāt, No. 49, verse 14, which says: “The dwellers of the desert

say: ‘We believe’. Say: ‘You do not believe but say: ‘We submit’, and faith has not yet

entered into your hearts, and if you obey Allah and His Apostle, He will not diminish

aught of your deeds; surely Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.” This shows that Islam is that

very confession by tongue which sets man in the row of Muslims and includes him in
their ordinances, but faith is something testified by the heart and mind. Some Islamic

.narrations have referred to this difference, too

In a narration we read that one of the companions of Imam Sādiq (a.s.) once asked

him about the meaning of ‘Islam’ and ‘Faith’, and he also asked him whether they are

different from each other. In answer to him, the Imam (a.s.) said: “Yes, Faith
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accompanies Islam, but Islam may not accompany faith.” The man requested him

(a.s.) to explain it more, and the Imam (a.s.) continued saying: “Islam is a confession

denoting that there is no god but Allah, and testifying to the messengership of the

Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.). Whoever confesses these two, his life will be protected

(in Islamic government), the marriage of Muslims with him is permissible, and he can

inherit from Muslims. Some group of people are involved in this very apparent of

Islam. But ‘Faith’ is a light of guidance and reality that will be established in the hearts

from the quality of Islam, and by which the deeds will be appeared (and come into

(being).”(1

The Arabic word /qānit/ is derived from the word /qunūt/ in the sense of ‘obedience

accompanied with veneration’, an obedience which originates from Faith and belief.
.This fact points to the practical aspects and effects of Faith

Then, the verse refers to another man’s quality, which is one of the most important

:qualities of the true believers. That is, ‘tongue protection’. It says

, …” and the truthful men and the truthful women “… 

It is understood from the Islamic narrations that the man’s veracity of faith lies in the

veracity of his tongue. A tradition says: “A man’s faith does not become true until his

heart becomes true; and his heart does not become true until his tongue becomes

(true.”(2

And since the foundation of Faith is patience in difficulties and its function in

spiritualities is as the function of ‘the head’ for ‘the body’, the fifth qualification of the

:believers stated as follows

, …” and the patient men and the patient women “… 
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On one side; we know that one of the worst ethical corruptions is pride and the love of

rank. The opposite point of it is humbleness, therefore concerning their sixth quality,
:the verse says

, …” and the humble men and the humble women “… 

Besides the love of rank, the love of wealth is a great corruption, too, so that being

captured in its grips is a painful captivity, and its opposite is charity and helping to the

:needy. So, in their seventh quality, the verse says

, …” and the alms-giving men and the alms-giving women “… 

We said that there are three things that if a man protects him from their vice, he will

be secure from many ethical vices and corruptions. They are: tongue, stomach and

sexual lust. Here the verse points to the second and the third ones of these things as

:the eighth and the ninth qualities of the true believers as follows

and the fasting men and the fasting women, and the men who guard their “… 
(, …” modesty and the women who guard (their modesty

At last, the verse refers to their tenth and their last quality, on which all former

:qualities depend for their continuation, where it says

and the men who remember Allah much and the women who remember Allah “… 
(, …” (much

Yes, in any case and in any condition, they remove the curtains of negligence and

unawareness from their hearts by the remembrance of Allah. By this means, they cast

away the temptations of Satans, and if they may commit a fault, they immediately try

.to compensate it so that they do not become far from the straight way
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Concerning the purpose of the Arabic phrase: /ŏikr-i-kaθīr/ (remembrance of (Allah)
much), there are mentioned different commentaries in the Islamic narrations and in
the statements of the commentators, so all of them are apparently of the kind of

mentioning the denotation expansion, and the vast meaning of this phrase envelops

.all of them

Among them is a tradition stated by the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) who said: “When a
man awakens his wife at night and both of them make ablution and establish (night)
prayer, they will be written among those men and women who remember Allah very

(much.”(1

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition said: “Whoever recites Hadrat Zahrā’s hymns at night

(he will be involved in this verse.”(2

Some of commentators have said that the meaning of ‘the remembrance of Allah

much’ is that a person remembers Allah in the states that he stands, he sits and at the

.time he goes to bed

However, ‘remembrance’ is a sign of having thought, and contemplation is

preliminary condition for action; and the aim is never a mere remembrance with no

.contemplation and practice

At the end of the verse, the great reward of this group of men and women, who

:possess these ten abovementioned qualities, is stated as follows

.” for them Allah has prepared forgiveness and a great reward “… 

At first, it washes out their sins which cause the pollution of their soul and spirit with

the water of forgiveness. Then, He gives them a great reward, the greatness of which

is not known
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to anyone save Allah (s.w.t.). In fact one of these two is for the negation of afflictions

.and the other is for the attraction of pleasures

The application of the Qur’ānic word /’ajran/ (reward) is itself an evidence for its

greatness; and qualifying it by /‘azīm/ (great) is an emphasis on this greatness; and

also this greatness being absolute is another evidence for its vast scope. It is evident

.that the thing which Allah counts great is extraordinary great

This point is also noteworthy here that the Arabic verb /’a‘adda/ (he has prepared),
mentioned in perfect present tense, is a statement for showing the certainty of this

reward and that there is no fail in it; or it is an indication that Paradise and its bounties

.are prepared just now for the believers

At the end, you may also make notice of this matter that: sometimes some persons

consider that Islam has set the main scale of personality for ‘men’ and women have

not a fair considerable place in the programs of Islam. May be, the source of their

mistake is a few legal differences, while each of them has a particular reason and

philosophy. But, apart from such differences that relate to their social position and

natural conditions, there is not any difference between men and women in Islamic

.programs from the point of human aspects and spiritual ranks

The abovementioned verse is a clear evidence upon this reality, because, at the time

of stating the qualities of believers and the most fundamental theological and ethical

issues, it has set them beside each other equally and has mentioned the same reward

.for both of them with no difference

In other words, the bodily difference of man and woman, as well as their spiritual

difference, can not be denied, and it is evident that this difference is necessary for the

continuation of
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the system of the society of mankind and creates some effects in some legal laws of

man and woman. But never Islam criticizes the human personality of women, like the

manner that some Christian clergymen in former centuries did. Islam does not

consider any difference between man and woman from the point of human spirit.
Sura An-Nahl, No. 16, verse 97 in this regard says: “Whoever does a righteous deed,
whether male or female, and is a believer, We shall certainly give him to live a goodly

pure life and, definitely, We will pay them a recompense in proportion to the reward

.” for the best of what they used to do

Islam has maintained the same economical independence for woman that for man;

(contrast to many laws of the former nations, and even today, that they absolutely

(. maintain rather no economical independence for woman

That is why that in Islamic biography and criticism of traditionists we find a particular

section related to the learned women who were in the row of traditionists and

.jurisprudents whom have been mentioned as some unforgettable persons

If we refer to the history of Arab before Islam and study the circumstance of the

female in that society, that how they were deprived from the least human rights, and

that occasionally they had not the right of living and some of them were buried alive

after birth, and also if we observe the situation of woman in the world of today some

of whom have been changed into the form of some unauthorized factors with no

authority in the hand of some persons who claim civilization, we will testify that how a
.great service Islam has given to woman, and how a great right it has over them

****
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َّلضـَ دْقـَفَ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هََّللا  صِْعیَ  نمَوَ  مْهِرِْمأَ  نِْم  هُرَیَخِْلا  مُهَُل  نَوکُیَ  نأَ  اًرْمأَ  هُُلوسُرَوَ  هَُّللا  یضـَقَ  اذَإِ  هٍنَِمؤُْم  ـَلاوَ  نٍِمؤْمُِل  نَاکـَ  امـَوَ  } 36{
انًیِبُّم لاًلاَضَ 

And it is not for any believer, man or woman, to have the choice in their affair . “ 36
when Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter; and whoever disobeys Allah

.” and His Messenger indeed he has strayed off a manifest straying

Commentary, verse: 36

The commands of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) are incumbent to be fulfilled as those of

Allah. In the system of religious government, obedience of Allah is superior to the

people’s rules, because those people’s views are valuable which are not opposite to

.the ordinance of Allah

However, we know well that the essence of Islam is ‘submission’, the submission that

has no condition before the command of Allah. This meaning has been stated in

different verses of the Qur’ān through various sentences; including the above verse

:which says

And it is not for any believer, man or woman, to have the choice in their affair when“
; …” Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter

They must make their will obedient to the Will of Allah in the same way that their

.whole entity is dependant to Him

The Arabic term /qadā/ (decree) in this verse is ‘a religious decree’, a law, a command,
and an arbitration; and it is evident that neither Allah needs people’s obedience and

submission, nor does the Prophet have any hope. In fact, it is their own interests that

sometimes, as the result of their limit information
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they (people) are not aware of them, but Allah knows and instructs them to His

Messenger. This is similar to the fact that a skilful physician tells a patient that he

treats his sickness, if the patient absolutely submits his orders and never shows any

interference from him. This is the utmost sympathy of the physician to the patient;

.and Allah is much higher than such a physician

:Therefore, at the end of the verse, this matter is pointed out where it says

and whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger indeed he has strayed off a “… 
.” manifest straying

Such a person will lose the path of happiness and will be drawn to wrong way and

wretchedness; since he has ignored the command of the Lord of the world, the

Beneficent, and that of His Messenger, which is guarantee of his good faith and

!happiness, and what a mislead is more manifest than this

****
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یشـَخْتَوَ هِیدِْـبُم  هَُّللا  امَ  کَسـِْفَن  یِف  یفِخُْتوَ  هََّللا  قَِّتاوَ  کَجـَوْزَ  کَْـیلَعَ  کْسـِْمأَ  هِْیلَعَ  تَمْعَْنأَوَ  هِْیلَعَ  هَُّللا  مَعَْنأَ  يذَِّلِل  لُوقُتَ  ذْإِوَ  } 37{
اوْضَقَ اذَإِ  مْهِِئآیَعِدْأَ  جِاوَزْأَ  یِف  جٌرَحَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَ  نَوکُیَ  یْکَِل لاَ  اهَکَانَجَّْوزَ  اًرطَوَ  اهَْن  دٌْیزَ مِّ- یضَقَ  اَّملَفَ  هُاشَخْتَ  نأَ  ُّقحَأَ  هَُّللاوَ  سَاَّنلا 

لاًوعُْفمَ هَِّللا  رُْمأَ  نَاکَوَ  اًرطَوَ  َّنهُْنِم 

And (remember) when you said to him on whom Allah had conferred favour (of . “ 37
faith) and you (too) had conferred favour (of freedom): ‘Keep your wife (in wedlock)
and be in awe of Allah’, and you concealed within your self what Allah would bring to

light, and you feared the people, and Allah had a greater right that you should fear

Him. But when Zayd had accomplished his concern with her (i.e., divorced her), we

joined her in marriage to you, so that there should not be a difficulty for the believers

in respect of the wives of their adopted sons when they have accomplished their

concerns with them (i.e., have divorced them), and the command of Allah shall be

.” performed

Commentary, verse: 37

Then, the Qur’ān refers to the well-known story of Zayd and his wife, Zaynab. This

story relates to the story of the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) which was mentioned in
the former verses, and it is one of the sensitive issues of the life of the Prophet

:(p.b.u.h.). It says

And (remember) when you said to him on whom Allah had conferred favour (of faith)“
and you (too) had conferred
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’, …” favour (of freedom): ‘Keep your wife (in wedlock) and be in awe of Allah

The objective meaning of ‘favour’ is the favour of faith and guidance which He had

given to Zayd-ibn-Hārithah, and the favour of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was that he

.manumitted him and favoured him as his own son

It is understood from this verse that there had happened a conflict between Zayd and

Zaynab which continued so long that they were at the threshold of divorce. Regarding

to the word /taqūl/, which is a simple present Arabic verb, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
continuously and frequently advised and hindered them of being separated and

.divorced

Whether this conflict was either for the lack of concord of the social condition of

Zaynab, who was from a famous tribe, and that of Zayd, who was a manumitted

slave, or because of some rude manners of Zayd, or neither of them, but there was

not a spiritual and ethical accord between them. Sometimes it happens that two

persons are good but they are different from the point of thought and taste so that

.they can not continue their common life with each other

:However, there is not a complicated problem here, but the verse continues saying

and you concealed within your self what Allah would bring to light, and you feared “… 
. …” the people, and Allah had a greater right that you should fear Him

Of course, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was going to choose Zaynab as his wife for

compensating the defeat that his niece, Zaynab, was faced with that even a

manumitted slave had divorced her if the activities of reconciliation between the two

spouses were not successful and they had to accept to be divorced, but he (p.b.u.h.)
was afraid that people would object
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.him for two things, and the opponents might raise a tumult about it

The first: Zayd was the holy Prophet’s adapted son and, according to an ignorant

custom, an adopted son had the same ordinances that a real son had. Among them

was that they considered that to marry with the divorced wife of an adopted son was

.unlawful

The second: How was the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) ready to marry the divorced wife of a

?manumitted slave? Was it suitable for his rank

It is understood from some Islamic narrations that, however, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
had made this decision by the command of Allah and there is a frame of reference

.upon this meaning in the later part of the verse

Thus, this subject was an ethical and humane one, and also it was an effective means

for breaking two wrong ordinances of the Age of Ignorance (: marriage with the

divorced wife of the adopted son, and marriage with the divorced wife of a slave). So,
:the verse continues saying

But when Zayd had accomplished his concern with her (i.e., divorced her), we “… 
joined her in marriage to you, so that there should not be a difficulty for the believers

in respect of the wives of their adopted sons when they have accomplished their

(, …” concerns with them (i.e., have divorced them

:And this action was something which should be fulfilled. The verse continues

.” and the command of Allah shall be performed “… 

The Arabic term /’ad‘iyā’/ is the plural form of /da‘iya/ in the sense of ‘adopted son’.
The Arabic word /wataran/ means ‘an important need’. The choice of this meaning

concerning the divorce of Zaynab is, in fact, for the delicacy of
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the statement that it explicitly mentions ‘divorce’ so that it would not be considered as

a blemish by women and even by men, as if these two had been in need of each other

to have a common life with each other for a length of time, and their separation had

.been for the sake of the end of this need

The application of the Qur’ānic phrase /zawwajnākahā/ (we joined her in marriage to

you) is an evidence that this marriage was a divine marriage. That is why, as history

indicates, Zaynab used to boast over other wives of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) for this

matter and she said: “You have been joined in marriage to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) by

your relatives, but I have been joined in marriage to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) from

(heaven by Allah.”(1

It is worthy noting that the act of Prophet’s marriage with Zaynab happened in the

(fifth A.H.(2

Another notable matter is that, for removing any ambiguity, the Qur’ān states very

clearly that the main aim of this marriage had been breaking a pagan tradition in the

field of self-restraint of marriage with the divorced wives of the adopted sons. This is
a general hint to the numerous marriages of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) which was not a

simple matter, but it pursued some goals which had an effect in the fate of his godly

.school

The Qur’ānic sentence: “… the command of Allah shall be performed” points to this

matter that in such issues we must show decisiveness, and an action which is

performable should be performed, and being surrendered to the tumults, in the issues

.which relate to the general and fundamental goals, is meaningless

****
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اًرودُْقَّم اًردَقَ  هَِّللا  رُْمأَ  نَاکَوَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  اوْلَخَ  نَیذَِّلا  یِف  هَِّللا  هََّنسُ  هَُل  هَُّللا  ضَرَفَ  امَیِف  جٍرَحَ  نِْم    ِ یِّبَّنلا یلَعَ  نَاکَ  امَ  } 38{

There is no difficulty to the Prophet (in doing) that which Allah has ordained for . “ 38
him, and such has been the way of Allah with those who have passed before, and the

.” command of Allah is a decree determined

Commentary, verse: 38

This holy verse is as a resolution upon the previous verse indicating that a religious

leader must be decisive and does not fear the blames nor does he wait for the

:consent of others. So, to complete the former discussions, this verse says

,There is no difficulty to the Prophet (in doing) that which Allah has ordained for him“
…”

Wherever Allah commands him to do something, he must put it in action without any

.hesitation and nothing is permissible to be considered against it

In carrying out the commands of Allah (s.w.t.), the heavenly leaders never must obey

the words of others, or consider the political circumstances and the wrong customs

existing in the environment. It may happen that that command is for breaking these

.very wrong conditions and wiping out the existing ugly innovations

According to Qur’ānic sentence which says: “…do not fear the scorn of any blamer

…”(1), they must fulfil the command of Allah without any fear from the blames and

.tumults
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In principle, if we want to wait to attract the consent and pleasure of everybody in

order to carry out the command of Allah, such a thing is impossible. There are some

groups of people who may be pleased only when we submit to their desires and that

we follow their school. The Qur’ān says: “For, never will the Jews be pleased with you

(nor the Christians unless you follow their religion. …”(1

And concerning the verse under discussion the matter was as such, since, as we said

before, the marriage of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with Zaynab, in the common thought of

the people in that environment, consisted of two objects: one was marriage with ‘the

wife of the adopted son’ which was like the marriage with the wife of a real son in

.their view; and this was an innovation which had to be broken out

The other was the marriage of a personality such as the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with the

divorced wife of a manumitted slave, which was a blemish and vice among those

people, because it would make the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in a row with a slave. This wrong

culture should be dismissed, too, and some humane values might substitute it, and

.suitability of two spouses must be fixed only on the base of faith, Islam, and piety

In principle, breaking the traditions and rooting out the superstitious and none-
humane customs is always accompanied with oppositions, and the Divine prophets

must never heed them. Therefore, in the next sentences, the verse implies that this

way of treatment of Allah (s.w.t.) had been current for the prophets of the former

nations and you are not the only one who is faced with such a difficulty. The verse

:continues

, …” and such has been the way of Allah with those who have passed before “… 

p: 507

Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 120 - 1

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 559 of 733

file:///E:/NARM-AFZAR-ARSHEV/data/14114/J14/AKS BARNAMEH/#content_note_507_1
http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


For fixing the decisiveness in such fundamental matters, at the end of the verse, it

:says

.” and the command of Allah is a decree determined “… 

The application of the sentence: “a decree determined” may refer to the certainty of

Allah’s command, or it may refer to observing wisdom and interest in it, but the more

suitable case for this verse is that both meanings might be used for it. That is, the

.command of Allah is both accurate and seriously indispensable

It is interesting that we study in history that for the marriage with Zaynab, the

Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) invited people for eating food so generally and vastly that he

(had not done it for any one of his wives.(1

As if he wanted to show by this action that he would never be terrified by the

superstitious traditions of his environment, but on the contrary, he boasted for

performing this command of Allah. Moreover, by this way, he wanted to make the

.ears all over Arabia hear this breaking the pagan tradition

****
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اًبیسِحَ هَِّللاِب  یفَکَوَ  هََّللا  َّلاِا  اًدحَأَ  نَوْشَخْیَ  لاَوَ  هَُنوْشَخْیَوَ  هَِّللا  تِلاَاسَرِ  نَوغُ  -ِ لّبَُی نَیذَِّلا  } 39{

Those who convey the messages of Allah and fear Him, and do not fear any one . “ 39
.” but Allah; and Allah is sufficient to take account

Commentary, verse: 39

This verse refers to the conclusiveness and courage of the emissary in conveying the

command of Allah to people, but we must know that in some aspects, in order to

attract the hearts conciliation, mildness, and silence are necessary. So, this verse

points to one of the most important general programs of the Divine prophets, where,
:concerning them, it says

Those who convey the messages of Allah and fear Him, and do not fear any one but“
; …” Allah

You, too, should not have the least horror from anyone in conveying the messages of

Allah when He commands you to marry the divorced wife of your adopted son,
Zaynab, in order to break the wrong pagan tradition in the field of marriage, and you

must never afraid of the words of this one or that one, because this is the way of

.treatment of all Divine prophets

In principle, the duty of the prophets in many stages is to break such traditions, and if
they let them have the least fear in it, they will not be successful in fulfilling their

messengership. They must go forth conclusively, tolerate eagerly the wrong words of

some opponents, and heedless to the evil circumstances and the plots of corruptive

people, they must go on their own programs, because all accounts are in the power of

.Allah

:So, at the end of the verse, it says
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.” and Allah is sufficient to take account “… 

He both keeps the account of the prophets’ devotions in this way to reward them, and

.takes account the wrong and evil words of the enemies to punish them

In fact, the sentence: “Allah is sufficient to take account” is an evidence for this matter

that the Divine leaders must not have any fear in conveying their messengership,
.since the reckoner of their labours and the giver of rewards is Allah

The purpose of the Qur’ānic term /yuballiqūn/ here is ‘to convey’, and when it relates

to ‘messages of Allah’, it means: whatever Allah has taught the Prophets in the form

of revelation, they must teach people and cause them to penetrate into their hearts

.by means of reasoning, warning, glad tiding, advice, and admonition

The Qur’ānic word /xašyat/ is in the sense of fear accompanied with respect and

veneration, and that is why it differs with the word /xauf/ which lacks this quality. It

.sometimes is used in the sense of ‘absolute fear’, too

****
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اًمیِلعَ ءٍیْشَ    ِ لّکُِب هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  نَی  -ِ یِّبَّنلا مَتَاخَوَ  هَِّللا  لَوسَُّر  نکَِلوَ  مْکُِلاجَ   ِ نِم رّ دٍحَأَ  آَبأَ  دٌَّمحَُم  نَاکَ  امَ  } 40{

Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but the Messenger of Allah and . “ 40
.” the Seal of the Prophets, and Allah is Cognizant of all things

Commentary, verse: 40

This holy verse is the only verse which consists of both the name of the holy Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and has mentioned his messengership in the form of two titles:
“Muhammad”, “The Messenger of Allah”, “The Seal of the Prophets”. It is also the last

word that Allah has stated here about the marriage of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with

‘Zayd’s divorced wife’ for breaking a wrong pagan tradition. It is a short and compact

answer as the last answer to them. By the way, this holy verse, with a special

relationship, has stated here another important fact, i.e. the subject of being the seal

:of the prophets. It says

, …” Muhammad is not the father of any of your men“

That is, Muhammad was not the father of Zayd, nor that of any other men; and if one

day he was called by this name, it was only an old custom which was dismissed by the

.advent of Islam and the descent of the Qur’ān, and it was not a natural relationship

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.), of course, had some real children by the names of: Qāsim,
Tayyib, Tāhir, and ’Ibrāhīm, but, according to the historians, all of them died in

,childhood, and
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(therefore, their names were not counted among the names of ‘men’.(1

At the time of the revelation of the above verse, Imam Hassan and Imam Husayn

(a.s.), whom were called the Prophet’s children, were still young children, though later

they reached old ages, so the sentence: “Muhammad is not the father of any of your

men” surely had been true about everybody at that time. And if in some traditions we

read that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) himself said: “I and Ali are the fathers of this Ummah”
certainly his purpose was not to be a relative father, but this originated from his rank

.of teaching, training, and leading them

Yet the marriage with the divorced wife of Zayd, that the Qur’ān explicitly mentions its

philosophy as for breaking the wrong traditions, was not a thing that caused murmurs

.among people, or that they could take it as a document for their evil aims

Then, the Qur’ān implicitly adds that your connection with the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is only

:through messengership and being the seal of the prophets. It says

, …” but the Messenger of Allah and the Seal of the Prophets “… 

Thus, the beginning of the verse causes the relative relation as a general rule and, at

the end of the holy verse, it fixes the spiritual relation originated from messengership

and being the seal of the prophets, by which the relation of the beginning of the verse

.with its end is made clear

Moreover, the holy verse also hints to this facts that the Prophet’s passion is above

the passion of a father to his child, because his passion is the messenger’s passion to

the Ummah, specially the holy Messenger who knows there will come no
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messenger after him and he must foresee whatever is necessary for the Ummah until

.the Hereafter carefully and with utmost sympathy

Of course, whatever has been needed in this field Allah (s.w.t.), the Knower, the

Aware, has provided, including: the fundamentals of the Faith and the Articles of the

Practice of the Faith, the universals and the details in all fields. So, at the end of the

:verse it says

.” and Allah is Cognizant of all things “… 

However, the Arabic word /xātam/, as philologists have said, means something by

which the affairs are put to end. It also means something by which papers and the like

.are sealed

The above verse is enough for proving that the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) is the last

divine prophet, but it is not the only evidence of the fact that the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.) is the seal of the prophets, because not only there are some other verses in
the holy Qur’ān which point to this meaning, but also there have been recorded

.numerous narrations in this regard

In Sura Al-’An‘ām, No. 6, verse 19 we recite: “… and this Qur’ān has been revealed to

me that I may warn you thereby, and whomever it reaches. Do you indeed testify that

there are other gods with Allah?’ Say: ‘I do not testify’. Say: ‘He is only One God. And

verily I am quit of that which you associate (with Him)’.” The vastness of the concept

of ‘whomever this statement reaches’ makes clear the universal messengership of

the Qur’ān and the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), from one side, and the subject of ‘being

.the seal’ of the prophets, on the other side

There are some other verses in the Qur’ān which prove the generality of the invitation

of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) for all humankind, such as: Sura Al-Furqān, No. 25,
verse 1 that says: “Blessed is He Who sent down the Furqān (the
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Distinction of right and wrong) upon His servant that he may be a warner to the

worlds;…”. Or like Sura Saba, No. 34, verse 28 that says: “And We have not sent you to

all mankind but as a bearer of glad tidings and as a warner, but most people do not

know.” And the verse that announces: “Say: ‘O mankind! I am the messenger of Allah

(to you all, …” (Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, verse 158

The vast meanings of the Qur’ānic words /‘ālamīn/ (the worlds), /nās/ (mankind), and

/kāffatun/ (all) also verify this concept. Besides that, the consensus of the scholars of

Islam from one side, and the necessity of this matter among Muslims, on the other

side, and the numerous narrations cited by the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and other leaders of

Islam, on the third side, make the matter more clear. Here, we suffice to a few

:examples of the narrations

A tradition from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) indicates he said: “My lawful things are lawful - 1
until the Day of Hereafter, and my unlawful things are unlawful until the Day of

(Hereafter.”(1

.This meaning shows that the continuation of this religion is until the end of the world

The abovementioned tradition has also been narrated in this form: “The lawful

(things) of Muhammad is always lawful until the Day of Hereafter, and his unlawful

(things) is always unlawful until the Day of Hereafter. There will not be (anything)
(other than that and there will not come (anything) other than them.” (2

The famous tradition of Manzilat which has been recorded in different books of two - 2
great sects of Islam: Sunnites and Shi‘ites, about the event of remaining Ali (a.s.) in

Medina in place of the Prophet when he (p.b.u.h.) went out
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toward the Battle of Tabūk, makes the subject of the seal of prophets completely

clear, too. This tradition denotes that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told Ali (a.s.): “You are to

me like Aaron to Moses save that there is no prophet after me.” (Therefore, you have

(all the positions of Aaron with respect to Moses but prophethood.)(1

In another tradition from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) we read he said: “I came and put an

(end to the prophets.” (Sahīh-i-Muslim, Vol. 4, P. 1790-1791

The above tradition is also mentioned in Sahīh-i-Bukhārī (Kitāb-ul-Manāqib), in

Musnad-i-Ahmad Hanbal, in Sahīh-i-Tarmathī, Nisā’ī and many other books. It is one

of very famous traditions which has been referred to by the commentators of Shi‘ites

and Sunnites, such as Tabarsī in Majma‘-ul-Bayān, and Qurtubī in his commentary

.under the verse

The holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), as the seal of the prophets, has also been - 3
explicitly mentioned in many sermons of Nahj-ul-Balāqah, including sermon No. 173
which, qualifying the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), says: “The Prophet is the trustee of

Allah’s revelation, the last of His prophets, the giver of tidings of His mercy and the

.” warner for His chastisement

In sermon No. 133 we recite about the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.): “Allah deputed the

Prophet after a gap from the previous prophets when there was much talk (among

the people). With him Allah exhausted the series of prophets and ended the

. …” revelation

After numerating the programs of the former prophets, the first sermon of Nahj-ul-
Balāqah continues saying: “… Allah
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deputed Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) as His Prophet, in fulfilment of His promise and in

. …” completion of His prophethood

At the end of the sermon of Farewell Pilgrimage, which the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) - 4
expressed in his last pilgrimage and in his last year of his life as an inclusive testament

for people, the subject of being last Prophet has also been stated, where it says:
“Behold, and the present ones of you convey the absent ones of you (that) there is no

prophet after me, and there will be no (other) Ummah after you.” Then he raised his

hands to the heaven so high that the whiteness of his armpit appeared and said: “O

(Allah! Bear witness that verily I conveyed (what I should say).”(1

There is a tradition recorded in Kāfī narrated from Imam Sādiq (a.s.) who said: - 5
“Allah ended the prophets with your Prophet, therefore there will be no prophet after

him at all; and with your Book He put an end to the heavenly Books, therefore there

(will be no Book after it at all.”(2

In this regard there are a great deal of traditions recorded in Islamic sources, in a

manner that there are cited 135 traditions upon this subject in the books of Islamic

(scholars narrated from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the great leaders of Islam.(3

****
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Section 6: The Prophet sent as a Witness, a Bearer of Glad tiding and Bright Lamp

Point

To glorify Allah each morning and evening – The Prophet sent as a witness, Bearer of

glad tiding and Light giving Lamp, to invite mankind to Allah – Law regarding divorce –
Relations who are allowed to wed – The matrimony allowed to the Prophet

اًریِثکَ اًرکْذِ  هََّللا  اورُکُذْا  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  } 41{

لاًیصِأَوَ هًرَکُْب  هُوحُ  -ِ بّسَوَ } 42{

,” O You who have believed! Remember Allah with much remembrance . “ 41

.” And glorify Him morning and evening . “ 42

Commentary, verses: 41-42

Point

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Whoever remembers Allah constantly, the good of

this world and the next has been given to him.”(1) And Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said that

(everything has a limit except the remembrance of Allah.(2

An Islamic tradition indicates that the heart and soul may rust like iron and the

remembrance of Allah is a means to remove it and to make it bright. So, the Qur’ān

:says

,” O You who have believed! Remember Allah with much remembrance“

.” And glorify Him morning and evening“
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Yes, since the factors of negligence are abundantly found in material life of man, and

the arrows of the temptations of Satans are being thrown from every side to him,
there is no way to defend save by ‘much remembrance’ in its real meaning, i.e., with

full attention to Allah, not only by mere murmuring it. It must be a ‘much

.remembrance’ that affects on all one’s deeds and casts light on them

Thus, in this verse, the Holy Qur’ān enjoins all the believers that they remember Allah

in all cases. At the time of worship we must remember Him (s.w.t.) and have attention

and sincerity. At the time when we are in the scene of committing sin, we must

remember Him and renounce, or if there happened a fault, we would immediately

repent and return to the right way. At the time of affluence of bounties, we must

remember Him ‘and thank Him’; and at the time of affliction and calamity we must

remember Him and be patient and steadfast. In short, we must not forget His

.remembrance in any scene out of the scenes of life

In a tradition which has been recorded in ‘Sahīh Tarmathī’ and ‘Musnad-i-Ahmad, Abū

Sa‘īd Khidrī narrates from the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) who said that once he

(p.b.u.h.) was asked: “Which servants have the highest degree with Allah on the

.” Hereafter Day?” He answered: “Those who remember Allah very much

However, we must note that the Qur’ānic phrase: /ŏikran kaθīrā/ (with much

remembrance) has a vast meaning. If in some narrations it has been rendered into

the hymns of Hadrat Zahrā (a.s.): (34 times Allah-u-Akbar, 33 times Al-Hamd-u-lillāh,
and 33 times Subhān-allāh), and some commentators have commented it upon the

mentioning the Exulted Attributes, the Names Most Beautiful, and removal Allah from

what is not
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correct for Him, and the like, all of them are of the kind of stating the mentioning the

clear example, not for limiting the concept of the verse, and these examples in

.particular

Thus, much remembrance of Allah and His glorification every morning and evening

will not be obtained but with constant regard to Allah, and permanent removal Him

from any blemish and defections and we know that the remembrance of Allah for

man’s soul and spirit is like food and water for the body. Sura Ar-Ra‘d, No. 13, verse 28
.” says: “… Behold! By Allah’s remembrance (only) the hearts are set at rest

The peace and certainty of the hearts are also the consequence of that which had

been stated in Sura Al-Fajr, No. 90, verses 27-30 saying: “O’ you serene soul!” “Come

back to your Lord well-pleased (with Him) and well-pleasing (Him),” “So enter among

.” My servants,” “And enter into My Garden

’: A few Traditions upon ‘Much Remembrance

The Qur’ān has stated some effects and favours for the remembrance of Allah and - 1
it has mentioned it as one of the reasons of ‘prayer’. It says: “… and establish prayer

(for My remembrance.”(1

Turning away from the remembrance of Allah, will consequence a straitened life. - 2
Allah in the Qur’ān says: “And whoever turns away from My remembrance, verily for

(him is a life straitened, …”(2

The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “He who has a tongue busy reciting Thikr (the Name - 3
of Allah) the good of (both) this
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world and the next has been given to him.” And Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “Everything has

(a limit except the remembrance of Allah.”(1

It has been narrated from Jābir-ibn-‘Abdillah (May Allah be pleased with him) who - 4
said that he has heard the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “The best Thikr

((remembrance of Allah) is /lā’ilāha’illalāh/ (there is no god but Allah).”(2

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “A great bliss shall be his whose tongue is busy - 5
(reciting Thikr (the Name of Allah).”(3

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Do recite much /lā houl-a-walā- - 6
quwwata-’illā-billāh/ (There is neither might nor strength but in Allah) for verily it is

((one) of the treasures of the Heaven.”(4

The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) said: “Whoever whose last word is - 7
(/lā-’ilāha-’illalāh/ (there is no god but Allah) will enter Paradise.”(5

Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) said: “The pleasure of the lovers (of Allah) is the - 8
(remembrance (of Allah).”(6

Imam Ali-ibn-’Abītālib (a.s.) said: “Do remember Allah everywhere because He is - 9
(surely with you (everywhere and in any case).”(7

Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “The hymns of Fātimat-uz-Zahrā (a.s.) is of (the kind of) - 10
,‘much remembrance’ that Allah
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(Almighty and Glorious, said: ‘… Remember Allah with much remembrance.”(1

Some authentic Islamic narrations indicate that ‘the remembrance of Allah’ is not - 11
done only by the tongue, but the real remembrance of Allah is in that that at the time

of encountering the lawful and unlawful (things) of Allah we remember Him and desist

(from committing sin.(2

****
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اًمیحِرَ نَیِنِمؤْمُْلاِب  نَاکَوَ  رِوُّنلا  یَلِا  تِامَُلُّظلا  نَِم  مکُجَرِخُْیِل  هُُتکَِئلآَمَوَ  مْکُْیلَعَ  ِ-ي  لّصَُی يذَِّلا  وَهُ  } 43{

اًمیرِکَ اًرجْأَ  مْهَُل  َّدعَأَوَ  مٌلاَسَ  هَُنوْقَْلیَ  مَوْیَ  مْهُُتَّیحِتَ  } 44{

He it is Who sends blessings on you, and (likewise do) His angels, to bring you forth . “ 43
from the shadows

.” of infidelity) into the light (of faith); and He is Merciful to the believers)

Their greeting on the Day when they meet Him will be ‘Peace’, and He has . “ 44
.” prepared for them an honourable reward

Commentary, verses: 43-44

In the previous verse the Qur’ān said: “Remember Allah with much remembrance”.
Now, in this verse it says: “He it is Who sends blessings on you, …”. As if the blessing of

Allah is your much remembrance. It is like the holy verse which says: “Therefore,
(remember Me, (and) I will remember you; …” (1

In fact, this holy verse is the result and the ultimate cause of the constant

:remembrance and glorification. It says

He it is Who sends blessings on you, and (likewise do) His angels, to bring you forth“
(; …” from the shadows (of infidelity) into the light (of faith

Allah brings you out from the darkness of ignorance, polytheism, and infidelity and

leads you toward the light of faith, knowledge, and piety, because He is Beneficent

and Merciful unto the believers and that is why He has undertaken their guidance and

leadership and also has commissioned His angels to help them. So, at the end of the

:verse, it says
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.” and He is Merciful to the believers “… 

The Qur’ānic term /yusallī/ is derived from /salāt/ which here means a special attention

and favour; and this favour in respect to Allah is the descent of Mercy, and in respect

to the angels is seeking forgiveness and asking mercy, as in Sura Qāfir, No. 40, verse 7
we recite that the angels who bear ‘Arsh (the throne of Allah) and those around it “…

implore forgiveness for those who believe …”. However, this verse contains a great

glad tiding for the believers who ceaselessly remember Allah, for it explicitly indicates

that, in their motion toward Allah, they are not alone, but, based on the Qur’ānic verb

/yusallī/, which is expressed in future tense and is an evidence to the continuation of

action, they are always under the cover of the Mercy of Allah and His angels. It is

under the shade of this Mercy that the curtains of darkness will be removed and the

.light of knowledge, wisdom, faith, and piety brightens their hearts and souls

Yes, this verse is a great glad tiding for all those who pave the path of Allah, and it

informs them that there is a strong help from the side of Allah, the Almighty, that they

.succeed to pave the straight way

The Arabic verb /Kāna/ in the sentence “… and He is merciful to the believers” which is
grammatically a past tense verb, denotes this fact that Allah is always particularly

.merciful to the believers, and it is another emphasis on this matter

Yes, it is this special mercy of Allah that brings the believers out from the darkness of

illusions, lusts, and Satanic temptations, and leads them to the light of intuitive faith,
certainty, and domination on one’s self, so that if His Mercy were not, this difficult

.path could not be paved

****
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The next holy verse, in a short sentence, illustrates the rank of the believers and their

:reward in the best form. It announces as follows

’, …” Their greeting on the Day when they meet Him will be ‘Peace“

The Arabic word /tahiyyat/ is derived from /hayāt/ in the sense of ‘invocation’ for the

.health and life of another one

This is a greeting which is, in fact, the sign of security from punishment and from any

kind of pain and affliction. It is a greeting accompanied with calmness, tranquillity, and

.certainty

Some commentators believe that the concept of the Qur’ānic term /tahiyyatuhum/
(their greeting) refers to the greeting of the believers to each other, but regarding to

the former verses the words of which were about the favour and Mercy of Allah and

His angels in this world, apparently this greeting is also from the side of His angels in
the Hereafter, as Sura Ar-Ra‘d, No. 13, verses 23 and 24 says: “… and unto whom the

angels will enter from every gate,” “Peace (be) upon you (saying) that you persevered

! …” in patience

It was made clear from what was said that the objective meaning of the Qur’ānic

phrase: /yauma yalqaunahū/ is the Day of Hereafter which has been called: ‘The day

.of meeting Allah’, and this collocation is usually used in the verses of the Qur’ān

After this greeting, which, in fact, relates to the beginning of their affair, the Qur’ān

:has pointed to the end of their fate and says

.” and He has prepared for them an honourable reward “… 

This is a sentence, which being very short, contains every thing gathered in it and

.points to all blessings and merits

****
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اًریذَِنوَ اًر  -ِ شّبَُموَ اًدهِاشَ  كَانَْلسَرْأَ  آَّنِا  ُّیِبَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  } 45{

اًریِنُّم اًجارَسِوَ  هِِنذْاِِب  هَِّللا  یَلِا  اًیعِادَوَ  } 46{

O Prophet! Verily We have sent you as a witness, and as a bearer of glad tiding . “ 45
,” and as a warner

.” And as one inviting to Allah by His leave, and as a light-giving lamp . “ 46

Commentary, verses: 45-46

In these two holy verses the function of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) in the society has

.been stated

He (p.b.u.h.) invites people toward Allah, and his style in this invitation is glad tiding and

warning. It is not only by the tongue, but his manner is also an argument for people

:and as a sample for them. Therefore, at first, it says

, …” O Prophet! Verily We have sent you as a witness“

From one side, he is as a witness over the deeds of the Ummah, because he sees

their deeds, as, in another place, the Qur’ān says: “And say: ‘Act you (as you will)! Allah

will see your work and (so will) His Messenger and the believers, …”(1) and this

cognizance will be occurred by the way of reporting the deeds of Ummah to the

.Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and immaculate Imams

On the other side, he is as a witness to the former prophets who were in turn

witnesses to their own nations, as the Holy Qur’ān says: “How will it be, then, when

We bring from every people a witness and We bring you a witness over those

((witnesses)?”(2
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On the third side, your existence with your good qualities and good temper, with your

constructive programs, with your bright background and with your actions, you are

witness for the truthfulness of your school, as well as a witness for the greatness and

.Power of Allah

:Then, the verse refers to the second and the third qualities. It says

,” and as a bearer of glad tiding and as a warner “… 

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is a bearer of glad tiding to the righteous for the endless reward

of Allah, for the eternal health and happiness, and for honourable victory and success.
He is a warner for the disbelievers and the hypocrites against the painful punishment

of Allah, against the loss in their whole capital of their selves, and against falling into

.misery both in this world and the next

As we said before, too, glad tiding and warning must be with together and

equilibrated with each other everywhere, because half of the self of man is formed by

the interest of attracting profit, and the next half is formed by repelling the harm. Glad

tiding is a motive for the former, and warning is a motive for the latter. So, those who,
in their programs, insist only on one part, in fact, have not recognized man, and have

.not noted the motive of his action

****

:The next holy verse points to some other qualities of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). It says

.” And as one inviting to Allah by His leave, and as a light-giving lamp“

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is as a lamp of guidance in the society whose light is the cause

.of growth, movement and discrimination
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:Here, it is necessary to pay attention to a few points

Concerning the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) the rank of being as a witness is mentioned before - 1
all of his other qualities since this rank needs not a preliminary state save the self of

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his prophethood, and, as soon as he was appointed to that

rank, his being witness to all those aspects which were mentioned in the above

statements will be certain, while the rank of being as a ‘bearer of glad tiding’ and as a
.‘warner’ are some things that happen after that

The invitation to Allah is a stage next to that of glad tiding and warning, since these - 2
are some means for making people prepared for accepting the Truth. When through

encouragement and warning preparation was gained, the invitation to Allah would

.begin, and it is only in this case that the invitation will be effective

Here only the act of invitation is conditioned to the leave of Allah, although all the - 3
.deeds of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) were done by the leave and command of Allah

This is for the sake that the most difficult and the most important duty of the prophets

is that very invitation to Allah. The reason of it is that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) must lead

people to pave a path against their desires and lusts, and this stage must be fulfilled

by the leave, command and help of Allah to be accomplished; and, in the meantime, it
makes it manifest that the Prophet does not do anything from his own accord, and

.whatever he does is by the leave of Allah

The application of the Qur’ānic phrase /sirājan munīrā/ (a light-giving lamp) as a - 4
quality of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), with regard that means ‘lamp’ and /munīr/ means

‘illuminative’, points to the miracles and proofs of legitimacy and signs of truthfulness

of the Prophet’s invitation. He is a lamp which is witness of him. He causes every kind

of darkness to be
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dismissed, and the eyes and the hearts to be attracted toward him, and like sun, his

.existence is a reason for his legitimacy, too

It is noteworthy that the word /sirāj/ is mentioned four times in the Qur’ān. In three

occurrences, it means ‘sun’, including Sura Noah, No. 71, verse 16, which says: “And

.” made the moon a light in their midst, and made the sun as a (Glorious) Lamp

The existence of the Prophet is like an illuminating sun that removes the darkness of

ignorance, polytheism, and paganism from the horizon of the sky of man’s soul, but in
the same way that the blind do not utilize the light of the sun, and those ones, who like

bats, their eyes can not bear seeing this light will hide themselves from it. The

obstinate blind- hearted ones have not utilized this light and will not do, either. Abūjahl

.used to put his finger into his ear in order not to hear the sound of reciting the Qur’ān

Also, the existence of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is the cause of tranquillity, the cause of the

fleet of the thieves of religion and faith, and the fleet of the cruel members of the

societies. He is the cause of the ease of mind, of the elevation and growth of the

essence of faith and morals; and in short, he is the cause of vitality, activity, and

motion in the society. The history of the Prophet’s life is a good witness over this

.matter

****
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اًریِبکَ لاًضْفَ  هَِّللا  مهَُل مِّ-نَ  َّناَِب  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  ِ-رِ  شَّبوَ } 47{

لاًیکِوَ هَِّللاِب  یفَکَوَ  هَِّللا  یلَعَ  لَّْکوَتَوَ  مْهُاذَأَ  عْدَوَ  نَیقِِفانَمُْلاوَ  نَیرِِفاکَْلا  عِطُِت  لاَوَ  } 48{

And give the believers the glad tiding that they shall have from Allah a great . “ 47
.” grace

And do not obey the unbelievers and the hypocrites, and heed not their hurt, but . “ 48
.” rely on Allah, and Allah is sufficient as a protector

Commentary, verses: 47-48

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is commanded from the side of Allah to give glad tiding to the

believer that His special grace and favour will envelop them, and this itself is the

:greatest grace of Allah. So, here, the Qur’ān says

.” And give the believers the glad tiding that they shall have from Allah a great grace“

This points to the fact that the Prophet’s glad tiding is not limited only to the reward of

the good deeds of the believers, but Allah bestows on them from His grace so much

so that the balance between their good deed and this reward will utterly be changed,
as some other noble verses of the Qur’ān certify this meaning. In one place the Holy

(Qur’ān says: “Whoever brings a good (deed), he shall have ten times its like, …”(1

In another place it says: “The likeness of those who spend their property in the way of

Allah is as the likeness of a grain (of corn) that grows seven ears, (with) a hundred

grains in
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every ear. And Allah multiplies (in abundance) for whom He wills; …”(1) So that,
according to it, sometimes the reward of a charity will be seven hundred times more,

.and sometimes more than one thousand times

Sometimes their reward may be more than this and beyond what was said. The Holy

Qur’ān says: “And no person knows what (important reward) is hidden for them of the

(joy of the eyes, …”(2

Thus, this verse elevates the dimensions of the great grace of Allah higher than that

.which can come into existence in man’s imagination and apprehension

****

:Next to that, the Qur’ān refers to the second and the third instruction. It says

, …” And do not obey the unbelievers and the hypocrites“

No doubt the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) never did obey the disbelievers and the

hypocrites, but the importance of the matter is so much that the Qur’ān has specially

stressed on it as an emphasis for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and as a warning and lesson

for others. The reason of it is that there are some important dangers in the way of the

true leaders that they may be invited to collusion that they submit, sometimes by

threat and sometimes by the way of giving some privileges. This may happen so

frequently that sometimes man makes mistake and thinks that the way of reaching to

the aim is accepting such a collusion and submission; the same collusion and

submission the result of which is that all efforts and endeavours remain fruitless and

.the whole struggles become futile
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The history of Islam announces that some pagans, or some groups of the hypocrites,
repeatedly tried to draw the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) to such situation. Sometimes

they suggested that he should not mention the names of their idols in a bad way and

would not criticize them. Sometimes they told him to allow them to worship his object

of worship for one year and then he would worship their objects of worship.
Sometimes they told him to respite them for one more year to continue their own

programs and then they would believe. Sometimes they suggested him to send away

the poor believers from around him so that they, who were rich and influential, might

accept him. Sometimes they said they were ready to give him some financial

.privileges, sensitive rank and position, beautiful wives and the like

It is evident that all of them were some dangerous pitfalls on the way of rapid

progress of Islam and against rooting out paganism and hypocrisy. If the Prophet of

Islam (p.b.u.h.) showed flexibility in the face of one of these suggestions, the basis of

.the Islamic revolution would ruin and the struggles might not result

:Then in the fourth and fifth commands, it says

.” and heed not their hurt, but rely on Allah, and Allah is sufficient as a protector “… 

This part of the verse shows that in order to make the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) submit they

had put him in an intensive pressure. They hurt him in different ways: whether

through sarcasm, slander and undue insolence, or through bodily hurt, or by economic

embargo (siege) unto him and his companions, differently in Mecca and Medina. The

term ‘hurt’, mentioned here, is a word the meaning of which covers all kinds of

.annoyance
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Rāqib in Mufradāt says: “‘Hurt’ means any kind of harm that reaches a living creature,
.” whether unto its spirit or unto its body, or unto his relatives, worldly or other worldly

The history indicates the Divine prophets and early believers stood firmly against

kinds of hurts and never accepted the disgrace of submission and defeat and finally

.succeeded in their goals

This is also noteworthy that the above five commandments, which have been

mentioned in the recent two holy verses, are related to each other and are

complement to each other. Giving glad tiding to the believers for attracting the faithful

forces, the lack of collusion and submission before pagans and hypocrites, being

heedless to their hurts, and relying on Allah totally form a collection in which the way

of reaching to the goal is hidden and they are as an inclusive instruction of action for

.all the truth seekers

****
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-ِ تّمَفَ اهََنوُّدتـَْعتَ  هٍَّدعـِ  نِْم  َّنهِْیلَعَ  مْکَُل  امـَفَ  َّنهُوُّسمَتَ  نأَ  لِْـبقَ  نِم  َّنهُومُُتْقَّلطَ  َّمُث  تِانـَِمؤْمُْلا  مُُتحْکََن  اذَإِ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهـَُّیأَ  آیـَ  } 49{
لاًیمِجَ اًحارَسَ  َّنهُوحُ   ِ رّسَوَ َّنهُوعُ 

O you who have believed! When you marry believing women and then divorce . “ 49
them before you touch them, you have no period to reckon against them; so give

.” them a present, and release them in a handsome manner

Commentary, verse: 49

The objective meaning of the Arabic word /nikāh/, here, is marriage and the purpose

of /tamās/ (touch) is ‘to have sexual intercourse’, and the purpose of the Qur’ānic

.phrase /sarāhan jamīlā/ is a divorce without any enmity and roughness

The Arabic word /‘iddah/ is called to the term that women must wait, and do not marry

another spouse, until its end after becoming divorced. The woman’s term in divorce is
three menstrual cycles and becoming purified; and the term of the death of her

:husband is four month, and ten days. In this verse Allah says

O you who have believed! When you marry believing women and then divorce them“
; …” before you touch them, you have no period to reckon against them

Here Allah has stated an exception for the ordinance of the divorced woman’s term

saying that if the divorce occurs before the first coition in marriage, keeping the term

is not necessary. It is understood from this meaning that the ordinance of the term

.(period) has been stated before this verse

The application of the Qur’ānic word /mu’mināt/ (believing women) is not an evidence

for saying that marriage with non-Muslim
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women is absolutely forbidden but it may refer to the precedence of them. Therefore,
it does not contrast with the narrations and the known pronouncements of

jurisprudents which consider the temporary marriage with the women of the People

.of the Book permissible

However, it is understood from the Arabic word /lakum/ (you have) and also from the

Qur’ānic sentence: /ta‘taddūnahā/ (to reckon against them) that woman’s keeping the

term is counted a kind of right for man, and it must be so, because it is possible that, in
fact, the woman is pregnant and marriage with another man without keeping the

term causes that the situation of the child would not be distinguished and the man’s
right in this regard might be disregarded. Moreover, woman’s keeping term gives an

opportunity to the man and woman both that if they have accepted the divorce under

the effect of ordinary excitements, they can find a time to review and return, and this

.is a right for both man and woman

Then it refers to another ordinance from the ordinances concerning the women who

have obtained their divorce before having sexual intercourse, which has also been

:mentioned in Sura Al-Baqarah, and says

, …” so give them a present “… 

No doubt, giving a suitable present to the woman is obligatory when there has not

been appointed a dower for her, as Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 236 says: “There is
no sin on you if you divorce women while you have not yet touched them nor settled

, …” any dowry on them; you make provision for them

Therefore, though the verse under discussion has an absolute meaning and covers

both the instances in which dowry has been settled or not, yet with the frame of

reference of the verse of Sura Al-Baqarah we limit the verse under
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discussion to the instance that there has not been settled a dowry, because in the

case dowry is settled and the first coition in marriage is not performed, it is incumbent

(. to pay half of the dowry, (as Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 237 has announced

As some Islamic commentators and jurists said, this is also probable that the

ordinance of ‘paying a suitable present’ mentioned in the verse under discussion is

general and it envelops even the instances in which the dowry is determined, but in
these instances it is recommendable, and in the instance that the dowry is not defined

.it is obligatory

Some verses of the Holy Qur’ān, as well as some Islamic narrations, have referred to

(this meaning, too.(1

Concerning the level and amount of this present, the Holy Qur’ān, in Sura Al-Baqarah,
No. 2, verse 236 has stated: “… a provision in a fair manner. …” Again, in this very verse,
;it says: “… the rich according to his means, and the straitened according to his means

…”

Thus, if there have been mentioned some instance in the Islamic narrations such as:
house, servant, clothing, and the like, they are some extensions of this general

meaning which varies in respect to the possibilities of husband and the situation of

.woman

The last ordinance in the verse under discussion is that you must release the divorced

:women in a fair manner and separate from them with a proper form. It says

.” and release them in a handsome manner “… 

The Qur’ānic phrase /sarāhan jamīlā/ means: to leave them respectfully and

affectionately, without any enmity, roughness, cruelty and disgrace. In short, as it is
,said in Sura Al-Baqarah
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No.2, verse 229 either the wife must be maintained suitably in honour or she may be

.released kindly and respectably

Both the continuation of conjugality must be with the humane criterions, and

separation. It is not so that whenever the husband decides to separate from his wife,
he counts any kind of hatred, injustice, cruelty and taunt unto his wife permissible.

.This kind of manner is certainly non-Islamic

Some other commentators have rendered the Qur’ānic phrase: /sarāhan jamīlā/
mentioned here into the sense of divorce according to the Islamic rule. In the

narration mentioned in the commentary of ‘Ali-ibn-’Ibrāhīm’ and ‘Uyūn-ul-’Akhbār,
this meaning is emphasized, too. But it is certain that the meaning of /sarāhan jamīlā/
is not limited only in this meaning, though one of its clear expansions is this very

’. meaning

Some other commentators have taken the phrase /sarāhan jamīlā/ here with the

sense of permission of going out of house and departure, since the woman has not a
.duty to keep ‘the term’, therefore she must be allowed to go wherever she wishes

But, regarding to the fact that the phrase /sarāhan jamīlā/, or the like, in other verses

of the Qur’ān concerns even about the women who must keep ‘the term’, the above

.mentioned meaning does not seen proper

****
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تِانََبوَ  َ ِ-ك مّعَ تِانََبوَ  کَْیلَعَ  هَُّللا  ءَآفَأَ  آَّمِم  کَُنیمِیَ  تْکَلَمَ  امَوَ  نَهُرَوجُُا  تَْیتَاءَ  یِتَّلالا  کَجَاوَزْأَ  کََل  انَْللَحْأَ  آَّنإِ  ُّیِبَّنلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  } 50{
اهَحَکِنتَسـْیَ نأَ  ُّیِبَّنلا  دَارَأَ  نِْا    ِ یِّبَّنلِل اهَسـَْفَن  تْبَهَوَ  نِا  هًنَِمؤُّْم  هًأَرَْماوَ  کَعَمَ  نَرْجَاهَ  یِتَّلالا  کَِتلاَاخَ  تِانـََبوَ  کَِـلاخَ  تِانـََبوَ  کَِـتاَّمعَ 

هَُّللا نَاکَوَ  جٌرَحَ  کَْیلَعَ  نَوکُیَ  لاَْیکَِل  مْهُُنامَْیأَ  تْکَلَمَ  امـَوَ  مْهِجِاوَزْأَ  یِف  مْهِْیلَعَ  انَضـْرَفَ  امـَ  انـَمِْلعَ  دْقـَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  نِودُ  نِم  کََّل  هًصَِلاخـَ 
اًمیحَِّر اًروفُغَ 

O’ Prophet! Verily We have made lawful to you the wives whom you have paid . “ 50
their dowries, and those whom your right hand possesses of those whom Allah has

assigned to you, and (marriage with) the daughters of your paternal uncle, and the

daughters of your paternal aunts, and daughters of your maternal uncle, and the

daughters of your maternal aunts who have emigrated with you, and a believing

woman if she gives herself unto the Prophet, if the Prophet desires to wed her, for you

.exclusively, not for the (rest of the) believers

Indeed We know what We have ordained for them about their wives and those whom

their right hands possess in order that there should be no difficulty for you. And Allah

.” is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary, verse: 50

It is only Allah Who defines what is lawful and what is unlawful. (Even the Prophet

.( (p.b.u.h.), in his personal subjects, obeys the law of Allah
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Islam has appointed some duties and also some special privileges for the Prophet

.(. (p.b.u.h

This verse explains seven instances that marriage with them was allowed for the

.(. Prophet (p.b.u.h

:At first, it says - 1

O’ Prophet! Verily We have made lawful to you the wives whom you have paid their “
, …” dowries

As the next sentences indicate, the objective meaning of these wives is those wives

who were not the Prophet’s relatives and got marriage with him. Perhaps, mentioning

the payment of dowry is for the same reason, because it had been customary then

that, at the time of marriage with women other than relatives, the dowry should be

paid in cash. Moreover, hastening in giving the dowry is better, specially that the wife

is in need of it. But, however, this action is not among obligatory deeds, and with

mutual agreement the dowry, partly or wholly, can remain as a debt that the husband

.is charged with it

:The second instance is as follows - 2

and those whom your right hand possesses of those whom Allah has assigned to “… 
, …” you

The Arabic phrase /’afā’allah/ is derived from /fay’/ which is called to the properties

that are gained without trouble, therefore, it is used for the spoils of war and also the

natural wealth and properties which belong to the Islamic government and have not a
.proper possessor

Rāqib in Mufradāt says: “The Arabic word /fay’/ means ‘return to a good state and if a
shadow is called /fay’/ it is for the sake that it returns.” Then, he adds: “It is also called

to the easy gained properties, since, with all goodness it has, again it is, like shadow

.” accidental and fleeting

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 591 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


p: 538

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 592 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


It is true that sometimes there are many troubles in spoils of war, but since in

comparison with other properties there is less difficulty in them, and sometimes it

happens that in a single attack a lot of properties are gained, the word /fay’/ is used

.for it

Concerning this fact that which one of the holy Prophet’s wives this ordinance was

about, some of the commentators have said that one of the Prophet’s wives named

“Māriyah Qibtiyyah” was from spoils of war and two other his wives named: “Safiyyah”
and “Juwayriyyah” were from /’anfāl/ whom the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had manumitted

and accepted them as his wives. This itself was a part of general program of Islam for

.gradual manumitting of slaves and returning their humane personality to them

The third instance of those who are also lawful for him to marry with are mentioned - 3
:as follows

and (marriage with) the daughters of your paternal uncle, and the daughters of “… 
your paternal aunts, and daughters of your maternal uncle, and the daughters of your

, …” maternal aunts who have emigrated with you

Thus, among all his relatives only marriage with daughters of his paternal uncle, and

the daughters of his paternal aunts, and the daughters of his maternal uncle, and the

daughters of his maternal aunts with the condition that they had emigrated with the

.Prophet (p.b.u.h.) were permissible and lawful for him

The restriction being laid on these four groups is clear, but the condition of emigration

is for reason that in that time emigration was an evidence for faith, and the lack of

emigration was as a sign of disbelief. Or it is for the reason that emigration would give

them some more privileges to them, and the aim in
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this verse is to state the noble and virtuous women who are worthy of marriage with

.(. the Prophet (p.b.u.h

That whether these four groups are mentioned as a general ordinance in the verse

and they were practically amongst the Prophet’s wives or not, we can mention only

the marriage of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with ‘Zaynab-bent-i-Jahsh’, the story of which

was stated in this very Sura, because Zaynab was the daughter of the Prophet’s
.maternal aunt and Jahsh was the spouse of his aunt

:The fourth instance is announced as follows - 4

and a believing woman if she gives herself unto the Prophet, if the Prophet desires “… 
, …” to wed her

:Then the Qur’ān continues saying

for you exclusively, not for the (rest of the) believers. Indeed we know what We “… 
have ordained for them about their wives and those whom their right hands possess

…”

Therefore, if Allah has assigned some limitations in same instances in the affairs

concerning their marriage, it has been for some things that were existed in their life

and the life of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and none of these ordinances and rules was

:undue. Then, the verse adds

. …” in order that there should be no difficulty for you “… 

.” And Allah is Forgiving, Merciful “… 

By the way, the following points must be considered about the recent group (the

(: women with no dowry

First: No doubt the permission of ‘wedding a wife without dowry’ was one of the

specialties of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and the verse expresses it explicitly; that is why it
is one of the ‘certain issues’ of the Islamic jurisprudence. Thus, no one is allowed to

marry with if the dowry is not mentioned at the time of reciting the formula of
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marriage, and there is not any frame of reference to determine it either, he must pay

‘suitable dower’. The purpose of ‘suitable
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dower’ is the dowry which the women of the same conditions and specialties of her

.usually appoint for them

Second: commentators are divided in that whether this general ordinance was

practised by the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) or not. Some of them, such as Ibn-‘Abbās,
believe that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) did not marry any woman in this way. Therefore the

above ordinance was only a general permission for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) which was

never practically applied. Some other commentators have mentioned the names of

three or four women among the Prophet’s wives who married with him (p.b.u.h.) with

no dowry. They were “Maymūnah” the daughter of Hārith, “Zaynab” the daughter of

“Khuzaymah” who was from the tribe of Ansār, a woman named ’Umm-i-Sharīk,
Jabir’s daughter who was from the tribe of Banī ’Asad, and “Khūlah”, the daughter of

.Hakam

It is evident that such women only desired to earn spiritual honour which could

happen by the way of marriage with the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). Therefore, they accepted

.to marry with him without any dowry

Third: It is clearly understood from this verse that the recitation of the formula of

marriage by the expression of /hibih/ (gift) had only been specialized to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and no other person can recite the formula of marriage with such an

expression. But if the recitation of the formula of marriage is performed with the

expression of marriage, it is allowed even though the dowry is not mentioned,
because, as it was said, if the dowry is not mentioned, the ‘suitable dower’ must be

.( paid. (In fact, it is like that ‘the suitable dower’ has been stipulated

Fourth: The Qur’ānic sentence: “… in order that there should be no difficulty for you

…” is a hint to the polygamy of
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the Prophet and the philosophy of these ordinances that are specialized to the

Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.). This sentence indicates that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has some

conditions that others have not, and this very difference has caused the difference in
such ordinances. In other words, it more clearly says that: the aim had been that a

part of the restrictions and difficulties could be decreased for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) by

.means of these ordinances

This is a delicate meaning which shows that the Prophet’s marriage with different

.women had been for the removal of a series of social political difficulties from his life

We know that when the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) announced Islam he was alone, and it
took a long time that people did not believe in him, except a few persons. He roused

against all the superstitious beliefs of his time and his environment, and proclaimed

the declaration of war against all. It was natural that all the families and tribes in that

place to be mobilized against him. He had to use all possible means to break the evil

unity of the enemies, one of which was creating relation by the way of marriage with

the women of different tribes of Arab, since the most stable relation among the Arabs

of the Age of Ignorance was counted the relative relation. There are many evidences

.which show that the Prophet’s marriages were mostly done politically

Some of his marriages, like marriage with Zaynab, were for breaking the rules of

pagan Arab, the explanation of which was stated in the commentary of verse 37 of the

.current Sura

Some of his other marriages were for the sake of decreasing the level of the enemies’
hostility or attracting the affection of individuals or that of the obstinate zealous

.tribes

In some history books we even read that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) married with

numerous women but there happened
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nothing save the ceremonies of wedding, and he had no sexual intercourse with them.
In some instances he sufficed only with marriage proposal from the women of some

(tribes.(1

They were happy and boasted only with this that a woman from their tribe was called

as the Prophet’s wife and they were honoured with it. Thus, their social relation with

the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) became closer and they were more decided to defend

.him

The enemies of Islam had intended to use the numerous marriages of the Prophet of

Islam (p.b.u.h.) as a means for their most horrible attacks and to make some false

stories from them, but referring to history and the manner of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
.makes the fact fairly manifest and introduces the anonymous plots

****
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لاَوَ َّنهُُنُیعْأَ  َّرقَتَ  نأَ  یَندْأَ  کَِلذَ  کَْـیلَعَ  حَانـَجُ  َـلافَ  تَْلزَعَ  نَّْمِم  تَْیغَتَْبا  نِمَوَ  ءُآشـَتَ  نمَ  کَْـیَلإ  يوِؤُْتوَ  َّنهُْنِم  ءُآشـَتَ  نمَ  یجِرُْت  } 51{
اًمیِلحَ اًمیِلعَ  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  مْکُِبوُلُق  یِف  امَ  مُلَْعیَ  هَُّللاوَ  َّنهُُّلکُ  َّنهُتَْیتَاءَ  آمَِب  نَْیضَرْیَوَ  َّنزَحْیَ 

You may put off whom you please of them, and you may take to you whom you . “ 51
please, and whom you desire of those of whom you have separated, no blame shall

be on you, this is most proper to give them the joy of their eyes and they may not

grieve, and that they should be pleased, all of them with what you give them, and

.” Allah knows what is in your hearts; and Allah is Knowing, Forgiving

Commentary, verse: 51

.Those who have heavy responsibilities should be offered some particular authorities

According to the previous statements and the proofs which were mentioned in the

explanation of the verse, the numerous marriages of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) were

often formed by political, social, and emotional aspects, and they were, in fact, a part

of the fulfilment of his Divine messengership, but in the meantime, the opposition

between his wives and their normal woman rivals created a conflict inside the

.Prophet’s house, and it would make his thought busy

It is here that Allah has mentioned another quality of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and, by

putting an end to these conflicts, made his mind free from this point of view and, as

:we recite in the verse, He said
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You may put off whom you please of them, and you may take to you whom you“
, …” please

The Arabic term /turjī/ is derived from /’irjā’/ in the sense of delay; and the term /tu’wī/
’. is derived from /’īwā’/ in the sense of ‘to take in one’s place

We know that one of the ordinances of Islam is that when a man has numerous wives

he must divide his time justly among them. If one night he is with one of them,
another night he must be with another wife, and there is not any difference between

them from this point of view. This subject has been explained in the books of Islamic

/. jurisprudence under the title of /haqq-i-qasm

One of the qualities of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was that this right, mentioned in the

above verse, was not upon the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), because of the specific conditions of

his difficult life, specially when he was inside Medina and approximately every month

a war was imposed on him during this very time that he had numerous wives. Then he

could divide his time in any form he desired, though, as the Islamic history books

explicitly denote, he tried to observe equality among them as much as possible. Yet,
the existence of this divine ordinance gave a kind of peace to the Prophet’s wives and

:to the interior environment of his life. Then, the verse adds

and whom you desire of those of whom you have separated, no blame shall be on “… 
, …” you

Thus, not only at the beginning the authority was with the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) but

also this choice was with him in the continuation of it, and, in other words, this choice

was a ‘continuous choice’. By this expansive and vast ordinance any kind of excuse

due to the Prophet’s wives was ceased from the programs of his life, and he could

.concentrate his thought on the great and heavy responsibilities of prophetship
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Then in order that the wives of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) should also know that

besides obtaining the honour of being the Prophet’s wives, by submitting to this

particular program of the Prophet’s time division they have shown a kind of self-
sacrifice from them and that there is no objection upon them at all, because they have

:submitted to the ordinance of Allah, it adds

this is most proper to give them the joy of their eyes and they may not grieve, and “… 
, …” that they should be pleased, all of them with what you give them

This is so because: firstly this is a general ordinance about all of them, and, thus, there

is no difference between them. Secondly: this is an ordinance from the side of Allah

which has been ordained for some important interests. Therefore, they must accept it
willingly and contently in a way that they not only should not be annoyed but also be

.pleased with it

:At the end, the Holy Qur’ān concludes the verse with the following sentence

.” and Allah knows what is in your hearts; and Allah is Knowing, Forgiving “… 

Yes, Allah knows well that which ordinance you are heartily pleased by and submitted

to, and which one you are unpleased with. He knows that in which of your wives you

are more interested and in which one less, and how you observe the ordinance of

.Allah when confronting these affairs

Again, He knows who, protesting in their hearts, sit here and there and object these

.Divine ordinances concerning the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and who eagerly accept them all

So, the application of the Qur’ānic term /qulūbikum/ has a vast meaning that involves

both the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and his wives, and all the believers who submit to these

ordinances
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.with consent, or protest and deny them though they do not make it manifest

In Islamic jurisprudent, there is a discussion that whether it was obligatory for the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to divide his time equally among his numerous wives in the same

way that is incumbent for the Muslims in general, or the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) had the

exception ordinance of ‘choice’. It is known among the jurisprudents of Shī‘ah and

among a group of the jurisprudents of the Sunnites that he was made an exception of

this ordinance. They take the above verse as its evidence that says: “You may put off

, …” whom you please of them, and you may take to you whom you please

****
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جٍاوَزْأَ نِْم  َّنهِِب  لََّدبَتَ  نأَ  لآوَ  دُْعَب  نِم  ءُآسَ  -ِ نّلا کََل  ُّلحِیَ  لاَ  } 52{

کَُنیمِیَ تْکَلَمَ  امَ  َّلاِا  َّنهُُنسْحُ  کَبَجَعْأَ  وَْلوَ 

ابًیِقرَ ءٍیْشَ    ِ لّکُ یلَعَ  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ 

Thereafter women are not lawful to you, neither for you to take other wives in . “ 52
exchange for them, though their beauty may charm you, except what your right hand

.” possesses, and Allah is watchful over all things

Commentary, verse: 52

Some tribes of Arab put the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) under pressure to take a wife from

them so that they boasted that the Messenger of Allah was their bridegroom.
According to some expediencies, the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) married with a few

:women, but this verse hindered the continuation of this action. It says

Thereafter women are not lawful to you, neither for you to take other wives in“
exchange for them, though their beauty may charm you, except what your right hand

.” possesses, and Allah is watchful over all things

The commentators of the Holy Qur’ān and the Islamic jurisprudents have delivered

many various explanations upon the commentary of this verse and there have also

been recorded many different narrations in the Islamic sources upon this matter. At

first, without regarding the commentators’ statements, we mention whatever is

meant from the apparent of the verse and in relation with the before and later verses,
.then we will refer to other matters
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The apparent meaning of the Arabic phrase /min ba‘du/ (thereafter) is that ‘thereafter

new marriages are unlawful for you’. Therefore, the Arabic word /ba‘du/ means either

the length of time, that is, after this time do not choose any more wife. Or after that,
according to the command of Allah in previous verses, you told your wives to choose

to have a simple life in your house or to be divorced, and they willingly preferred to

continue their matrimonial life with you, you should not marry any other woman

.thereafter

And also, you can not divorce some of them and take other wives in exchange for

them. In other words, you can neither increase them nor can you change the existing

.ones

The commentators have taken the Qur’ānic sentence: /walau ’a‘jabaka husnuhunna/
(though their beauty may charm you) as an evidence for the famous ordinance which

is also referred to in some Islamic narrations saying that: the one who wants to marry

a lady, he can have a look at her before, a looking that makes her situation, feature,
.and body distinguish for him

The philosophy of this ordinance is that man may choose his wife with a complete

distinction and it might prevent the later regret, which can put the marriage

agreement in danger. An Islamic tradition indicates that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told one

of his companions who wanted to marry a woman: “Look at her (previously) and this

(causes that the affection between you will endure.”(1

In another tradition, Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in answer to this question that whether, at the

time of deciding to marry a lady, man can look at her carefully and sees her face and

,her back
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the Imam (a.s.) said: “Yes, it does not matter that when man wants to marry a lady he

(looks at her back and her face.”(1

There are, of course, a lot of traditions in this regard, but some of them explicitly

denote that this look at this time should not be done by the man lustfully and with the

.intention of pleasure

This is also clear that this ordinance is specialized for the instances that the one really

intends to study about a woman to understand that if she has the conditions he

desires to marry her; but the one who has not decided to marry and that he will

.probably marry later, or as a mere study, he is not allowed to look at women

****
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Section 7: Those who annoy Allah and His Prophet Muhammad

Point

Discipline to observe with Prophet’s family – None shall annoy the Prophet – None

shall marry Prophet’s wives after him – Relations before whom women may manifest

their adornments – The believers bidden to send their blessings for the Prophet and

their greeting worthy of respect due to him – Cursed are those who annoy Allah and

His Apostle Muhammad, and they shall have a disgraceful chastisement – Annoying

.even the believer men or women, is a guilt and a sin

مُْتمْعِطَ اذَاِفَ  اوُلخُدْافَ  مُْتیعِدُ  اذَِا  نْکَِلوَ  هُاَنإِ  نَیرِظِاَن  رَْیغَ  مٍاعَطَ  یَلِا  مْکَُل  نَذَؤُْی  نأَ  َّلآإِ    ِ یِّبَّنلا تَوُیُب  اوُلخُدْتَ  اوُنمَاءَ لاَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  } 53{
اًعاتَمَ َّنهُوُم  - تُْلأَسَ اذَإِوَ    ِ قّحَْلا نَِم  یِیحْتَسـْیَ  هَُّللاوَ لاَ  مْکُنِم  یِیحْتَسـْیَفَ  َّیِبَّنلا  يذِؤُْی  نَاکـَ  مْکُِلذَ  َّنِا  ثٍیدِحـَِل  نَیسـِِنأْتَسُْم  ـَلاوَ  اورُشـِتَنافَ 
اًدَـبأَ هِدِْـعَب  نِم  هُجَاوَزْأَ  اوحُکِنتَ  نأَ  لآوَ  هَِّللا  لَوسُرَ  اوذُؤُْت  نأَ  مْکَُل  نَاکَ  امَوَ  َّنهِِبوُلُقوَ  مْکُِبوُلقُِل  رُهَطْأَ  مْکُِلذَ  بٍاجَحِ  ءِآروَ  نِم  َّنهُوُلأَسْفَ 

امًیظِعَ هَِّللا  دَنعِ  نَاکَ  مْکُِلذَ  َّنِا 

O you who believe! Do not enter the houses of the Prophet for a meat without . “ 53
waiting for the proper time, unless permission be granted you. But when you are

invited, enter, and, when your meal is ended, then disperse; neither lingering for

conversation; verily this annoys the Prophet, and he is ashamed before you, but Allah

is not ashamed before the truth. And when you ask his wives for
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any object, ask them from behind a curtain. This is purer for your hearts and for their

hearts. And it is not for you to hurt Allah’s Messenger, neither to marry his wives after

.” him, ever, verily this is grievous (sin) with Allah

Commentary, verse: 53

To take permission to enter into the people’s house is not allocated to the Prophet’s
house. As we recite in Sura An-Nūr: “… Do not enter houses other than your own

houses until you have asked permission …”(1) This verse addresses the believers and

clearly and expressively, in some short sentences, states some other Islamic

ordinances, specially those relating to the rules of etiquette with the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
:and his household. At first, it says

O you who believe! Do not enter the houses of the Prophet for a meat without waiting“
. …” for the proper time, unless permission be granted you

The Arabic term /’ināhu/ is derived from /’anī-ya’nī/ in the sense of ‘the time of

’. something’, and here it means ‘readiness of food for eating

Thus, the holy verse states one of the important rules of association that was rarely

observed in that environment. This statement outwardly is about the house of the

holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.), but surely this ordinance does not allocate to him alone. Never

must we enter the house of anyone else without permission, (as Sura An-Nūr, No. 24,
verse 27 announces, too). It is said that even the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), standing outside

the door, asked his daughter, Fātimah (a.s.), to enter her house when he wanted to go

into it. Once when he wanted to go in, Jābir-ibn-‘Abdillāh was with the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.), then after
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that he (p.b.u.h.) asked permission for him to enter, he (p.b.u.h.) asked permission for

Jābir, too. Moreover, when some people are invited for a meal, they must be punctual

.and do not bother the landlord out of place

:Then the verse refers to the second ordinance, saying

; …” But when you are invited, enter, and, when your meal is ended, then disperse “… 

In fact, this ordinance is as an emphasis and complimentary for the previous

ordinance. You should neither enter a house out of place when you have been invited

.for it, nor ignore the invitation, nor stay there for a long time after eating the meal

It is evident that contrasting these affairs causes trouble for the host and it does not

agree with the principles of ethics. For the third ordinance, the verse implies that you

should not form a meeting of conversation in the house of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
:nor in any other host’s house. It says

; …” neither lingering for conversation “… 

Of course, sometimes it happens that the host is willing to have such a meeting of

conversation; in this case it is an exception. These wards are about the case that the

invitation is for only eating food, not for forming the meeting of conversation. In such

a place, after eating the meal, meeting must be left, specially that the house is that of

the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the centre of accomplishing the greatest divine missions, and

.some troublesome affairs must not occupy his time

:Then, the Holy Qur’ān states the reason of this ordinance as follows

verily this annoys the Prophet, and he is ashamed before you, but Allah is not “… 
. …” ashamed before the truth

Of course, concerning the instances that had not a personal and private nature, the

Prophet of Allah (p.b.u.h.) never refused
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to say the truth, while to state the right of persons from the side of them is not so fair,
but it is interesting and beautiful when it is said from the side of others, and the case

in the verse is of this kind. The ethical principles required that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
.would not defend himself, but Allah defended him

:Then, the fourth ordinance is stated about the subject of veil, as follows

. …” And when you ask his wives for any object, ask them from behind a curtain “… 

It has been a custom among Arabs, as well as many other people, that when they are

in need of some furniture and means of life they borrow them temporarily from the

neighbour. The Prophet’s house was also one of them and, now and then, neighbours

would come and borrow something from the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). It is clear

that coming before the people’s sight (even with Islamic veil) was not a good action

for the Prophet’s wives, that was why it was ordained that they would take them from

.behind the curtain or the door

The point which must be taken under consideration is that the purpose of the Qur’ānic

word /hijāb/, in this verse, is not the women’s veil, but it is an ordinance added to it

which had been particular for the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). By it, for the special

conditions of the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), people were commanded if they

wanted to take something from them, they would take it from behind the curtain, and

these wives should not appear before people in such instances, even with Islamic

cover. This ordinance, of course, has not been ordained about other women, for

whom only observing the religious cover is enough. This command was ordained for

the wives of the Prophet because of the existence of the abundant enemies and self-
interested fault-finders who might denigrate them and the black-hearted persons

might take it as a document; then this special command was for them, or, in other
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words, it was given to the people that at the time of asking something from the

Prophet’s wives they would ask them what they wanted from behind the curtain.
.Specially the application of the Qur’ānic word /warā’/ (behind) is a witness for it

:Next to this command, the Qur’ān states the philosophy of it as follows

. …” This is purer for your hearts and for their hearts “… 

:The Qur’ān states the fifth ordinance as follows

, …” And it is not for you to hurt Allah’s Messenger “… 

The act of annoyance is mentioned in this verse and it is to go to the Prophet’s house

out of place, and staying there and causing bother after eating the meal, yet,
however, the concept of the verse is general and envelops any kind of annoyance and

hurt. In Islamic narrations, there is also mentioned in occasion of revelation indicating

that some of the black hearted persons had sworn that after the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
.they would marry with his wives. This speech was another hurt, too

Finally, the sixth, and the last divine ordinance, is about the prohibition of marriage

:with wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) after him, as follows

.” neither to marry his wives after him, ever, verily this is grievous (sin) with Allah “… 

****
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اًمیِلعَ ءٍیْشَ    ِ لّکُِب نَاکَ  هََّللا  َّنإِفَ  هُوفُخُْت  وْأَ  اًئْیشَ  اودُْبُت  نِا  } 54{

Whether you reveal anything or conceal it, verily Allah has full knowledge of all . “ 54
.” things

Commentary, verse: 54

Allah is aware of not only our deeds but also of everything, and His awareness is also

.equal upon what is hidden and what is manifest

:In this holy verse, the Qur’ān has severely warned people by saying

Whether you reveal anything or conceal it, verily Allah has full knowledge of all“
.” things

You should not imagine that Allah is not aware of your annoyance to His Prophet

(p.b.u.h.). He knows both all the things you utter by your tongue and the things you

think and decide about them in your heart; then He will reward everyone according to

.his action and intention proportionately

****

p: 556

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 611 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


تْکَلَمَ امَ  لاَوَ  َّنهِِئآسَِن  لاَوَ  َّنهِِتاوَخَأَ  ءِآنـَْبأَ  ـلآوَ  َّنهِِناوَخْإِ  ءِآنـَْبأَ  ـلآوَ  َّنهِِناوَخْإِ  ـلآوَ  َّنهِِئآـنْبأَ  ـلآوَ  َّنهِِئآَـباءَ  یِف  َّنهِْیلَعَ  حَانـَجُ  ـَلا  } 55{
ادًیهِشَ ءٍیْشَ    ِ لّکُ یلَعَ  نَاکَ  هََّللا  َّنِا  هََّللا  نَیقَِّتاوَ  َّنهُُنامَْیأَ 

There is no sin for them (not to have veil) with their fathers, nor their sons, nor . “ 55
their brothers, nor their brothers’ sons, nor the sons of their sisters, nor their own

women, nor of what their right hands possess; and be in awe of Allah! Verily Allah is a
.” witness of all things

Commentary, verse: 55

There is no hardship or difficulty in Islam. The first grade relatives who permanently

.ply in the house and among the household are on confidential terms with each other

Sine there has been stated an absolute ordinance in the previous verse about the

wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the absoluteness of this ordinance brings this

misconception into being that their very near relatives are also obliged to perform it,
and they must communicate with them from behind the curtain, the above holy verse

:was revealed and explained how they may behave. It says

There is no sin for them (not to have veil) with their fathers, nor their sons, nor their“
brothers, nor their brothers’ sons, nor the sons of their sisters, nor their own women,

; …” nor of what their right hands possess

In other words, their very near relatives, who are limited in these six groups, are as

exceptions. If someone says that there are some other persons who are also among

the very near relatives, such as paternal uncles and maternal uncles, but they
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:are not mentioned in these six groups, it must be answered as follows

In view of the fact that the Qur’ān uses eloquence and elegance in their best form,
and one of the principles of eloquence is that there should not be any extra word in
the speech, so here, it has not mentioned the paternal uncles and maternal ones,
because by mentioning the children of brother and the children of sister the allowance

of paternal uncles and maternal uncles is made clear, because it is always mutual. In

the same way that a brother’s son is a near relative to the person, the one is also near

relative to one’s brother’s child; (and we know that such a woman is counted a

paternal aunt. And Also as the sister’s child is a near relative to the one, the one is also

near relative to the sister’s child, (and we know that such a woman is a maternal

(. aunt

When the paternal aunt and the maternal aunt are near relatives (mahram) to her

brother’s son and sister’s son, the paternal uncle and the maternal uncle are also

near relatives (mahram) unto brother’s daughter and sister’s daughter, (because

there is no difference between paternal uncle and aunt, and also maternal uncle and

aunt;) and this is one of the narrow things of the Qur’ān. By the way, the husband’s
father and husband’s son are also counted among the near relatives of the woman,
as they are also mentioned in Sura An-Nūr, No. 24, verse 31 among the near relatives,

.too

Also, the lack of mentioning the foster brothers and foster sisters and the like in the

verse is for the sake that they are counted as brother and sister like other very near

.relatives and there is no need to be mentioned independently

At the end, the verse changes the tone of speech from absent addressee to present

:addressee, when it addresses the wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and says
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.” and be in awe of Allah! Verily Allah is a witness of all things “… 

There is nothing hidden and concealed for Allah, because a curtain and a cover and

the like are nothing but some means as barriers against committing sins, and the

.main root is piety that if it is absent even these means will not be beneficial

This point also seems necessary to be mentioned here that the Arabic term

/nisā’ihinna/ (their own women) refers to the Muslim women entirely, because, as it

was mentioned in the commentary of Sura An-Nūr, it is not suitable for Muslim

women that they appear before non-Muslim women since they may explain the

.things for their husbands

****
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اًمیِلسْتَ اوُم  -ِ لّسَوَ هِْیلَعَ  اوُّلصَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ    ِ یِّبَّنلا یلَعَ  نَوُّلصَُی  هُتَکَِئلآَمَوَ  هََّللا  َّنِا  } 56{

Verily Allah and His angels send blessings on the Prophet, O you who believe! Send . “ 56
.you also blessings on him, and you salute him with submission

Commentary, verse: 56

Point

In the whole six narration books of the Sunnites there are some narrations indicating

that once the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was asked: “How should we send blessings?” He

(answered: “Say: ‘O’ Allah! Bless Muhammad and his descendents’.”(1

It is important to recite Salawāt beside the name of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). The

Messenger of Allah said: “Whoever sends blessing on me in his book and his writing(s),
(he will be rewarded as long as that Salawāt exists in that writing.”(2

Some Islamic narrations indicate: whoever once sends blessings on Muhammad, Allah

(will send blessings on him ten times and (also) his ten faults will be concealed.(3

After the statements mentioned in the previous holy verses, about the protection of

the Prophet’s respect and that he should not be annoyed, the verses under discussion

at first speak about the special love of Allah and His angels to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
and then He commands the believers in this regard. Then, the Holy Qur’ān explains

the evil and painful sequels for those who annoy the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and finally it

.mentions the great sin of those who hurt the believers by means of slander
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:At first, it says

, …” Verily Allah and His angels send blessings on the Prophet“

The rank of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is so high that Allah, the Creator of the world, and all

His angels, who are divinely ordered to manage this world, send blessings on him

(p.b.u.h.). Now that it is so, you may come into agreement with this message of the

:world of existence, as the verse continues saying

O you who believe! Send you also blessings on him, and you salute him with “… 
.submission

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) is an excellent being of the world of creation. Now that, by the

grace of Allah, he is available for you, be careful not to count him cheap. Behold not to

forget his rank before Allah and with the angels of all heavens. He is a human being.
He has come out from among you, but he is not an ordinary man, he is one in whose

.entity a world can be found

:A few Points

When the Arabic word /salāt/ and the word /salawāt/, which is its plural form, are - 1
attributed to Allah, they will be meant: ‘sending Mercy’, and when they are attributed

’. to the angels and the believers they are in the sense of ‘asking for mercy

The application of the term /yusallūn/, which is a verb in the present tensed, is an - 2
indication to the continuance of the verb; that is, Allah and His angels continuously

.send blessings and Mercy on him, a permanent mercy and salutation

Commentators have delivered different attitudes about the difference between the - 3
Qur’ānic term /sallū/ and /sallimū/ among them that which seems more suitable with

the
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lexical form of these two Arabic terms is that: the term /sallū/ is an imperative form of

the verb that means to seek mercy and to send blessings on the Prophet (p.b.u.h.),
while the term /sallimū/ either means to submit to the commandments of the Prophet

of Islam (p.b.u.h.) as Sura An-Nisā’, No. 4, verse 65 concerning the believers says: “…

Then they find within themselves no dislike of which you decide and submit with full

.” submission

There is a narration which indicates that once Abūbasīr said to Imam Sādiq (a.s.) that

he had understood the meaning of sending blessing on the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) but what

was the meaning of submitting to him. The Imam answered him: “The purpose of it is
(being submitted to him in affairs.”(1

Or it means to send salutation to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) as it is said: “Peace be upon you

O’ Messenger of Allah!”, and the like, the content of which is asking safety and health

.for the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) from the presence of Allah

Abū-Hamzah Thumālī narrates from one of the friends of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) by the

name of Ka‘b as follows: “When the above verse was revealed we told him we knew

the meaning of ‘peace be upon you’, but how was to send blessing on you?” The

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) answered: “Do say: ‘O’ Allah! Bless Muhammad and his descendents

as You blessed Abraham, verily You are Praised, the Glorious. And send blessings on

Muhammad and his descendents as you sent blessings on Abraham and the progeny

of Abraham; verily you are Praised, the Glorious.” Both the meaning of salutation and

(the manner of sending blessing on the Prophet are made clear from this tradition.(2
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These two meanings are completely different for salutation, but by proper care they

can be lead to a single point, and it is a verbal and practical submission to the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.); since he, who sends blessings on him and asks Allah safety for him, loves

.him and accepts him as a Divine Prophet necessary to be obeyed

It is noteworthy that in numerous narrations recorded by the Sunnites and - 4
narrated from Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) concerning the modality of sending blessings on the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.), it has explicitly been mentioned that the ‘descendents of’
.Muhammad should be added at the time of sending blessings on Muhammad

It is mentioned in Durr-ul-Manthūr from Sahīh Bukhārī, and Muslim, Abū-Dāwūd,
Tarmathī, Nisā’ī, Ibn-i-Mājah, Ibn-i-Marduwayh, and some other narrators who have

narrated from ka‘b-ibn-‘Ujrah that a man told the Prophet (p.b.u.h.): “We know how to

salute to you, but how should be sending blessings on you?” The Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
said: “Do say: ‘O’ Allah! Bless Muhammad and his descendents as You blessed

Abraham; verily You are Praised, the Glorious. And send blessings on Muhammad and

his descendents as You sent blessings on Abraham and the progeny of Abraham;

verily You are Praised, the Glorious.” Besides the abovementioned tradition, the writer

of Durr-ul-Manthūr have recorded eighteen more traditions in all of which this fact

has been stipulated that /’āl-i-Muhammad/ (the progeny of Muhammad) must be

.mentioned at the time of reciting Salawāt

These traditions have been taken from the famous books of the Sunnites narrated

from a group of the Companions, including Ibn-i-‘Abbās, Talhah, Ibn-i-Mas‘ūd, ’Abū

Sa‘īd-Khidrī, ’Abū-Hurayrah, ’Abū Mas‘ūd-i-’Ansārī, Barīdah, Ka‘b-ibn-‘Ujrah, and

.(. Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s
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Sahīh Bukhārī, which is one of the most famous sources of traditions of the Sunnites,
has delivered numerous narrations in this regard. For more details you can refer to

(the text of the book itself.(1

(There are also two narrations recorded in Sahīh-i-Muslim in this regard.(2

This point is also noteworthy that in some narrations of the Sunnite and many

narrations of Shi‘ites even the Arabic word /‘alā/ (upon) has not occurred as a

separation between ‘Muhammad’ and ’Āl-i-Muhammad’, but the phrase is recited as

this: /’allāhumma salli ‘alā Muhammad-in wa-’āl-i-muhammad/. We conclude this

.(. discussion with another tradition from the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h

Ibn-i-Hajar cites in ‘Sawa‘iq’ that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “Do not send an imperfect

Salawāt on me” They asked: “What is an imperfect Salawāt?” He answered: “That you

say: ‘O’ Allah! Send blessings on Muhammad’ and you do not continue it. But you do

(say: ‘O’ Allah! Send blessings on Muhammad and the descendents of Muhammad’.”(3

It is for this very narration that a group of the great jurisprudents of the Sunnites

consider incumbent the phrase /’āl-i-muhammad/ to be added to his name in the

(prayer.(4

Is sending Salawāt on the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) incumbent, or not? And if it is - 5
.obligatory, where is it? This is a question which the jurisprudents answer

All the jurisprudents of Ahl-ul-Bayt say that its recitation in the first and second

‘Tashahhud’ is obligatory, and in other than that it is recommended. Besides the

traditions narrated
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added to Imam Ahmad and some Shāfi‘iyyah
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from Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) in this regard, there are also a great deal of proper narration

.recorded in the books of the Sunnites indicating that it is incumbent

Among them is the famous narration that ‘Āyishah narrates. She says: “I heard from

the Messenger of Allah who said: ‘A prayer without purification and without sending

’.” Salawāt on me will not be accepted

Among the jurisprudents of the Sunnites, Shāfi‘ī says it is obligatory to be recited in

the second Tashahhud. Ahmad considers it as obligatory in one of two narrations

quoted by him; as well as another group of the jurisprudents. But some others, like

(’Abū-Hanīfah, have not counted it obligatory.(1

It is interesting that Shāfi‘ī has explicitly expressed this very pronouncement in his

famous poem, where he says: “O’ Ahl-ul-Bayt of the Messenger of Allah! The love of

you has been enjoined from the side of Allah in the Qur’ān. And for the glory of you,
.” this is enough that whoever does not send Salawāt on you his prayer is invalid

****
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اًنیهُِّم اًباذَعَ  مْهَُل  َّدعَأَوَ  هِرَخِلأَاوَ  ایَْنُّدلا  یِف  هَُّللا  مُهُنَعََل  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هََّللا  نَوذُؤُْی  نَیذَِّلا  َّنإِ  } 57{

Those who annoy Allah and His Messenger, Allah has cursed them in this world . “ 57
.” and the Hereafter, and He has prepared for them a humiliating punishment

Commentary, verse: 57

Annoying Allah means doing something against His desire and His consent that,
instead of attracting His Mercy, one causes to bring His wrath and curse as a

.consequence

And also the purpose of annoying Allah may be that His servants are annoyed, like the

act of lending to a believer which is in fact lending to Allah. And the purpose of

annoying His Messenger (p.b.u.h.) is to reject him, to denigrate him, to treat impolitely

with him (p.b.u.h.), and hurting His Ahl-ul-Bayt (progeny) (a.s.). As in a few traditions

we recite that the Prophet (a.s.) said: “Fātimah is a part of me (my body); then

(whoever makes her angry, he has made me angry.”(1

This holy verse in fact states something in the face of the content of the previous

:verse. It says

Those who annoy Allah and His Messenger, Allah has cursed them in this world and“
.” the Hereafter, and He has prepared for them a humiliating punishment

Concerning the purpose of the Qur’ānic phrase: ‘annoy Allah’, some commentators

have said it is disbelief and atheism which causes the wrath of Allah, because

.annoyance in respect to Allah can not have any concept save causing Wrath
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This is also probable that ‘to annoy Allah’ is the same as to annoy the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
and the believers, and the word ‘Allah’ mentioned here is for the importance and

.emphasis on the subject

The annoyance of the Prophet has a vast meaning, and it envelops any action that

hurts him, including: disbelief, atheism, and opposition with the commandments of

Allah, and also undue attributions, accusations, or creating trouble when the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) invited them into his own house, which was referred to in verse 53 of this very

, …” Sura, saying: “… verily this annoys the Prophet

Or the matter which is mentioned in Sura At-Taubah, No. 9, verse 61 where they

accused the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). This verse says: “And there are among them those who

!’…” hurt the Prophet and say: ‘He is an ear

Even from the narrations mentioned about the verse, it is understood that hurting the

household of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), specially Ali (a.s.) and Fātimah, the Prophet’s
daughter (a.s.), has also been involved in this very verse. In part five of Sahīh-i-
Bukhārī it is recorded: “The Messenger of Allah said: ‘Fātimah is a part of my body,

(then whoever makes her angry, he has made me angry.”(1

This very tradition is mentioned in Sahīh-i-Muslim in this form: “Verily Fātimah is a part

(of me (my body); whatever hurts her, it hurts me.”(2

(Similar to this meaning has been narrated about Ali (a.s.) from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.).(3

As it was said before, the word ‘curse’ mentioned in the above holy verse is in the

sense of being far from the Mercy of
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Allah, and this is just the opposite point of Mercy and Salawāt mentioned in the

.previous verse

In fact, curse and being far of the Mercy from the side of the Lord Whose Mercy is

vast and endless, is counted the worst kind of punishment, specially that it is both in
(. the world and Hereafter, (as it is said in the verse under discussion

Perhaps, it is for this reason that the word ‘curse’ has been mentioned in the above

.’ verse before the phrase ‘a humiliating punishment

The application of the Qur’ānic term /’a‘adda/ (He has prepared) is an evidence upon

.the emphasis and importance of this punishment

****
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اًنیِبُّم اًمْثِاوَ  اًناتَهُْب  اولمَتَحْا  دِقَفَ  اوُبسَتَکْا  امَ  رِْیغَِب  تِانَِمؤْمُْلاوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  نَوذُؤُْی  نَیذَِّلاوَ  } 58{

And those who annoy believing men and believing women without that they have . “ 58
.” earned it, have laid upon themselves a calumny and a manifest sin

Commentary, verse: 58

The act of hurting and annoying others, in any form it may be, is among the sins which

bring the Wrath of Allah. The most important hurt is sarcasm and slander. So, after

the hurt of both Allah and the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) this verse speaks about the hurt of the

:believers because of the extraordinary importance that it has. It says

And those who annoy believing men and believing women without that they have“
.” earned it, have laid upon themselves a calumny and a manifest sin

This is so because, by the way of Faith, a believer has a link with Allah and His

Prophet, and for this reason he has been mentioned in the same line and in the row of

.(. Allah (s.w.t.) and His Messenger (p.b.u.h

The phrase ‘without that they have earned it’ points to this fact that they have not

committed any sin for which they should be annoyed. This makes it clear that if they

commit a sin for which they deserve a religious fixed punishment, just retaliation, and

discretionary punishment the execution of these things upon them does not matter.
Again, the act of enjoining right and forbidding wrong is not inside the realm of this

statement. Prior to /’iθman mubīnā/ because of its importance, since calumny is

counted one of the greatest hurts, and the
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pain of the annoyance created by it is even more intensive than the pain of sword and

dagger, because the pain of the wound of a dagger is reconcilable, but the wound of

.the tongue is not reconcilable

Islamic auspicious narrations also consider an extraordinary importance for this

subject. Imam Sādiq (a.s.) in a tradition says: “Allah, the Almighty, the Glorious says:
‘Whoever annoys My believing servant, he has announced declaration of war against

(Me.”(1

However, some of the commentators have said that it is understood from the style of

the verse that there had been some rumourmongers in Medina who used to accuse

unduly the believers, (and even the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was not secure from their

tongues). Such persons are not scanty in the societies of today. Their job is to make

.plots against the righteous and pious ones, as well as to forge lies and slanders

The Holy Qur’ān has seriously attacked them with the most grievous attacks and has

.introduced their deeds as calumny and a manifest sin

.The evidence for this statement will also be recited in later verses

Imam Ali-ibn-Mūs-ar-Ridā (a.s.) has narrated a tradition from his grand father, the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.), in which he said: “The one who calumniates a man believer or a

woman believer, or he says something about him/her which does not exist in him/her,
Allah, the High, will set him on a heap of Fire on the Day of Hereafter until he tolerates

(what he has said about him/her.”(2

****
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Section 8: The Knowledge of the Hour of Judgment

Point

Women are ordained to cover their faces when they appear (outside their house) –

The hypocrites warned – Allah’s Law never changes – The knowledge of the Hour of

Judgment, Allah alone has and none else – The repentance of the disbelievers when

.they shall suffer the punishment

هَُّللا نَاکَوَ  نَْیذَؤُْی  لاَفَ  نَْفرَْعُی  نأَ  یَندْأَ  کَِلذَ  َّنهِِبیِبلاَجَ  نِم  َّنهِْیلَعَ  نَیِندُْی  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  ءِآسَِنوَ  کَِتانََبوَ  کَجِاوَزْلاَ  لُْق  ُّیِبَّنْلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  } 59{
اًمیحَِّر اًروفُغَ 

O’ Prophet! Say to your wives and your daughters and the women of the believers . “ 59
that they draw their veils close to them, that is most convenient that they should be

.” known (as such) and not be annoyed, and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary, verse: 59

Point

The Arabic word /jalābib/ is the plural form of /julbāb/ in the sense of a veil which

covers the head and the neck, or a long cloth which can cover the whole body as well

(as the head and the neck. (The commentary of Majma‘-ul-Bayān, and Al-Mīzān

Upon the occasion of revelation of this verse it is recorded in the commentary book of

Ali-ibn-’Ibrāhīm that at that time Muslim women used to go to the mosque and

establish prayer behind the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). At night, when they went to perform

their evening and night prayers, some young abusive

p: 571

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 627 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


men sometimes waited in their way and hurt them with their jokes and evil words and

by this means they bothered them. The above verse was revealed and ordered the

women to observe their veil perfectly so that they would become recognized clearly

and nobody could find any pretext for brothering them. So, in this verse, the Qur’ān

orders the believing women not to give any pretext to mischief-mongers. Then with

the most intensive threat, which is very rare in the verses of the Qur’ān, attacks the

:hypocrites, troublesome persons, and gossipers. By the first part, the holy verse says

O’ Prophet! Say to your wives and your daughters and the women of the believers“
that they draw their veils close to them, that is most convenient that they should be

, …” known (as such) and not be annoyed

The commentators have delivered two views upon the sentence “… that they should

.be known (as such) …” which are not contrary with each other

The first is that in those days it had been customary that the maid servants would

come out of home without covering their head and neck, and since from the point of

manner they were not so well, sometimes some impolite young persons made trouble

for them. Here the free Muslim women were ordered to observe wearing a complete

Islamic veil in order to be recognized from the maid servants and do not give the

wicked persons a pretext to cause trouble. It is evident that the concept of this

statement is not this that the wicked persons had the right of causing trouble for the

maid servants, but the purpose is that the Muslim women should take the pretext

from the mischievous persons. Another aim of it is that the Muslim women might not

be careless or heedless in wearing their veil. There are some women who are so

careless that, in
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the meantime that they have veils, they are so disrespectful and ill-mannered that

some parts of their bodies are often visible, and this state attracts the attention of the

.mischievous persons to them

The philologists and commentators have introduced some meanings for the Arabic

/: word /jilbāb

The first is /milhafah/ (chādur). It is a long cloth which is longer than scarf and - 1
.covers the head, neck, and the chest

(. The second is /maqna‘ah/ and /xamār/ (scarf - 2

The third meaning is ‘a wide shirt’. (Lisān-ul-Arab, Majma‘-ul-Bahrayn, Mufradāt by - 3
(Rāqib, Qutr-ul-Muhīt, Tāj-ul-‘Arūs

Apparently these meanings are different but their average concept is that: it covers

/. the body. By the way this Arabic word is pronounced in two ways: /jilbāb/ and /jalbāb

But it mostly seems that the objective meaning of it is a cover which is longer than a
.scarf and shorter than a chādur, (a mantle), as the writer of Lisan-ul-‘Arab has said

And the purpose of the Arabic term /yudnīn/ (draw close) is that women make the veil

close to their own body so that it justly protect them, not in a manner that now and

then it goes aside and their body becomes manifest. In other words, it simply means

.that they must arrange their clothes properly

Some have tried to use this sentence in the sense of covering the face, too, but there

is no indication to this meaning in it, and few commentators believe that covering the

.face is inside the concept of the verse

However, it is understood from this verse that the ordinance of Hijāb (veil) for free

women had been sent down before that time, but some women simply were not

.careful of it, the above verse emphasizes that they must observe it carefully
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Since when this ordinance was revealed it caused some faithful women to become

:worried about their past, at the end of the verse it says

.” and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful “… 

This statement indicates that if you have had shortcoming in this subject since before

(until now), because it has been done as the result of ignorance, Allah will forgive it.
You must repent and return toward Him and fulfil the duty of chastity and cover

.yourself well

:Some Corruptions of Unveiling

.The growth of the act of looking gloatingly - 1

.The increase of corruption and lewdness - 2

.To intend malice, and transgression by violence - 3

.Unlawful pregnancies and abortion - 4

.The appearance of psychic and venereal diseases - 5

.Suicide and desertion from house because of disgrace - 6

****
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لاًیِلقَ َّلاإِ  آهَیِف  کََنورُوِاجَُی  َّمُث لاَ  مْهِِب  کََّنیَرِْغُنَل  هِنَیدِمَْلا  یِف  نَوفُجِرْمُْلاوَ  ضٌرََّم  مهِِبوُلُق  یِف  نَیذَِّلاوَ  نَوقُِفانَمُْلا  هِتَنیَ  مَْل  نِئَل  } 60{

If the hypocrites and those in whose heart is a disease and the agitators in the city . “ 60
do not desist, We shall certainly rouse you up against them, then they shall not be

;” your neighbours in it, but a little while

Commentary, verse: 60

Islam takes the security of society so important that it has issued the command of

.banishment of those who create terror among people

Next to the divine command which was given to the faithful women through the

previous verse, this verse refers to another dimension of this subject, i.e. the insidious

:activities of some wicked persons, and says

If the hypocrites and those in whose heart is a disease and the agitators in the city do“
not desist, We shall certainly rouse you up against them, then they shall not be your

;” neighbours in it, but a little while

The Arabic term /murjifūn/ is derived from /’irjāf/ in the sense of spreading lies or false

rumors with the purpose of saddening others, and its root /’irjāf/ means: anxiety and

agitation, and since spreading lies and rumours causes the common and general

.anxiety, this word has been used for it

The Qur’ānic term /nuqriyannaka/ is derived from /’iqrā’/ in the sense of inviting to do

.something accompanied with encouragement

From the tone of the verse, it is understood that there were three groups in Medina

,who were busy disturbing the affairs
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and each group fulfilled their own evil aims in a way which had been formed as a

.current program, and had not a personal and individual aspect

Hypocrites were the first group who worked for abolishing Islam by their anti-Islamic

.plots

The second group were the rascals and lewd persons about whom the Qur’ān says:
“Those in whose hearts is a disease.” This meaning is also used in the current Sura,
verse 32 about the voluptuous persons, where it says: “… then be not soft in speech

( …” lest he in whose heart is disease aspire (at you

The third group were those who by spreading rumours in Medina specially when the

Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and the army of Islam went out for a war used to weaken the spirit

of the remaining people. They often gave false news about the failure of the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) and the believers to them. According to the statement of some

.commentators this group were the Jews

.Thus, the Qur’ān has intensively threatened all those three groups

There is another probability in the commentary of the holy verse, too, that the above

mentioned three corruptive programs were wholly performed by the hypocrites and

separating them into three groups is for separating their qualities, not the persons.
However, the Qur’ān indicates that if they go on their ugly and shameful deeds Allah

will issue the command of attack of general people to them so that the believers, with

an attack, eradicate all of them from Medina in a manner that they can not live there

.any more

****
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لاًیِتْقتَ اوُل  -ِ تُّقوَ اوذُخُِا  اوفُقُِث  امَنَْیأَ  نَیِنوعُْلَّم  } 61{

لاًیدِْبتَ هَِّللا  هَِّنسُِل  دَجِتَ  نَلوَ  لُْبقَ  نِم  اوْلَخَ  نَیذَِّلا  یِف  هَِّللا  هََّنسُ  } 62{

Accursed, wherever they are found they shall be seized and slain with a (fierce) . “ 61
.” slaughter

Such has been) the way of Allah concerning those who have passed away before, . “) 62
.” and you shall never find any change in the way of Allah

Commentary, verses: 61-62

The Qur’ānic term /θuqifū/ is derived from /θaqāfah/ in the sense of a just skilful

/. victory; therefore knowledge and culture in Arabic is called /θaqāfah

No place should be a secure abode for those who seek disturbance and cause

.disorder in the security of the society

Some commentators consider all these severities for those who hurt the believers

mentioned in the previous verses; but it seems that all these threats and deserving

death is for those who intend to disturb the security of the society and to abolish the

system of the government, not only those who are sometimes troublesome for the

.people’s wives

In this verse, the Qur’ān implies that when they are driven out from this city and are

:sent out from the support of the Islamic government, they are accursed. It says

Accursed, wherever they are found they shall be seized and slain with a (fierce)“
.” slaughter

This indicates that, after this general attack, they will not be secured in any place

because they will be sought carefully and when they are found they will be

.annihilated
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Concerning the purpose of this verse that whether they will be sought outside of

Medina and will be killed, or if after the ordinance of general banishment they remain

inside of Medina they will be faced with such a fate, there are two probabilities, and in
the meantime, there is no contradiction between these two. That is, after the

negation of security from these ‘heart-diseased ones, destructive plotters’ and the

ordinance of their banishment from Medina, they will not be secured from the side of

.brave Muslims whether they remain there or they go out

Then the next verse adds that it is not a new commandment, but this has been the

way of Allah among the nations who have passed away before, that whenever the

corruptive groups violate the limits with shamelessness and plots, the Divine

:command of general attack will be issued. It says

, …” Such has been) the way of Allah concerning those who have passed away before “)

:And since the ordinance is Allah’s way of treatment, it will never change, because

.” and you shall never find any change in the way of Allah “… 

In fact, this change defines that this threat is earnest, and they should know that the

subject is completely decisive and there is no way of change in it. They must either put

.an end to their evil deeds, or wait for such a painful fate

By the way, there arises a question here that what is mentioned in these verses upon

the eradicating the corruptions such as the plots of the hypocrites, the constant

troublesome unto the Muslims’ women, and seeking mischief of the gossipers, are

these ordinances permissible for all Islamic governments in other times and

?centuries, too
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Few of the commentators have discussed upon this subject, but it seems that this

ordinance, like other Islamic ordinances, is not limited to a particular time, place, and

.persons

If enmity and plotting really exceeds the limits and forms as a current state in a

manner that causes the Islamic society to face with some serious dangers, it does not

matter that the Islamic government practices the commandments mentioned in the

above verses given to the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), and it mobilizes people for eradicating

.the roots of mischief

But, no doubt, such things and the like are not permissible to be done unconditionally,
specially that it has been introduced as an unchangeable tradition. So it must be done

.only by the leave of the master of the affairs of Muslims and Islamic judges

****
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اًبیرِقَ نُوکُتَ  هَعَاَّسلا  َّلعََل  کَیرِدُْی  امَوَ  هَِّللا  دَنعِ  اهَمُْلعِ  امََّنِا  لُْق  هِعَاَّسلا  نِعَ  سُاَّنلا  کَُلأَسْیَ  } 63{

The people will ask you concerning the Hour (of Judgment). Say: ‘The knowledge . “ 63
of it is only with Allah; what shall make you know? Perhaps the Hour (of Judgment) is

’.” nigh

Commentary, verse: 63

The former verses were about the plots of the hypocrites and the vile men. This holy

verse refers to one of their other destructive programs. Sometimes as mockery or

with the purpose of creating doubt in the hearts of some simple minded people, they

propounded this question that when would happen the Hereafter with those qualities

:that Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) informed of? It says

 …” The people will ask you concerning the Hour“

This is also probable that some of the believers, because of the sense of curiosity, or

for receiving some more information, had asked such a question from the holy

Prophet (p.b.u.h.), but regarding to the verses which come after this verse, it is

.understood that the first commentary is closer to the meaning of the verse

The evidence for this statement is the verses in this field mentioned in Sura Ash-
Shurā which say: “… and what shall make you that haply the hour be nigh?” “Those

who do not believe in it would hasten it on, and those who believe are in fear from it,
(and they know that it is the truth. …”(1
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:Then, by the verse under discussion, the Qur’ān answers them as follows

; …” Say: ‘The knowledge of it is only with Allah “… 

Even the Divine messengers and the near-stationed angels are also unaware of it.
:Then, after it, the Qur’ān adds

.” what shall make you know? Perhaps the Hour (of Judgment) is nigh “… 

Thus, we must be always ready to confront the Hereafter, and principally, the

philosophy of its being hidden is in this that none sees his self in security and does not

think of Hereafter as a distanced event and that he is far off from the Divine

.punishment

****
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اًریعِسَ مْهَُل  َّدعَأَوَ  نَیرِِفاکَْلا  نَعََل  هََّللا  َّنِا  } 64{

ارًیصَِن لاَوَ  اًّیِلوَ  نَودُجِیَ  اًدَبأَ لاَ  آهَیِف  نَیدِِلاخَ  } 65{

,” Verily Allah has cursed the Unbelievers and has prepared for them a flaming fire . “ 64

.” Wherein they will abide for ever. They will find no protecting friend nor a helper . “ 65

Commentary, verses: 64-65

Allah’s wrath upon the disbelievers is certain. They will have neither a protector to

.protect them from entering into the Hell, nor a helper to save them

This verse contains a threat against the unbelievers, and it explains a part of their

:painful punishment in the Hereafter. It says

,” Verily Allah has cursed the Unbelievers and has prepared for them a flaming fire“

:Then, in the next verse it continues saying

.” Wherein they will abide for ever. They will find no protecting friend nor a helper“

The difference between the Qur’ānic words /walīyy/ and /nasīr/ is in this sense that

/walīyy/ (protector) undertakes the accomplishment of all affairs, while /nasīr/ (helper)
is the one who helps man so that he reaches his destination. But in Hereafter, these

.disbelievers will have neither a protector nor a helper

****
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لاَوسَُّرلا انَْعطَأَوَ  هََّللا  انَْعطَأَ  آنَتَْیَلایَ  نَوُلوقُیَ  رِاَّنلا  یِف  مْهُهُوجُوُ  بَُّلقَُت  مَوْیَ  } 66{

On the Day when their faces are turned over in the Fire, they say: ‘Oh! Would that . “ 66
!’” we had obeyed Allah and had obeyed the Messenger

Commentary, verse: 66

In Hereafter, regret will never be useful. So, the only way of being saved is to obey

.Allah and His Messenger

The above noble verse explains another part of the painful (punishment) of the

:unbelievers in Hereafter. It says

On the Day when their faces are turned over“

, …” in the Fire

This change in their faces is either from the point of the colour of the faces: that

sometimes they become red and grey, and sometimes they become yellow and pail.
Or it is from the point that their faces will be put over the flames of Fire that

sometimes this side of their faces will be put over the fire, and sometimes another

.side

It is here that they shout of regret and say that if they had obeyed Allah and the

Prophet, they would not have encountered such a painful fate. The verse continues

:saying

!’” they say: ‘Oh! Would that we had obeyed Allah and had obeyed the Messenger “… 

****
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لاَیبَّسلا اَنوُّلضَاَفَ  اَنءَآرَبَکُوَ  انَتَدَاسَ  انَْعطَأَ  آَّنإِ  آنََّبرَ  اوُلاقَوَ  } 67{

And they shall say: ‘O our Lord! Verily we obeyed our chiefs and our elders, and . “ 67
’.” they led us astray from the path

Commentary, verse: 67

Those who in the world did not say “Our Lord” even for one time, they will be faced

.with groan and regret in Hereafter

The Arabic word /sādah/ is the plural form of /sayyid/ with the sense of owner and a
great person who has undertaken the management of the affairs of some important

.cities or a country

The Arabic word /kubarā’/ is the plural form of /kabīr/ in the sense of some great men,
.whether from the point of age, or knowledge, or social position, and the like

Thus, the Qur’ānic word /sādah/ has an indication to the great chiefs of the locality,
and /kubarā’/ means those who run the affairs under their control, as if they were

their assistants and counsellors. In fact, we have set a simple obedience instead of

the obedience of Allah, and have exchanged the obedience from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.)
for the obedience from the elders, and that is why we have encountered kinds of

.deviations and kinds of misfortunes

It is evident that the criterion of /siyādat/ (to be a chief) and greatness among them

was the criterions of force, oppression, unlawful wealth, and deceit and guile. The

choice of these two meanings here is for the sake that they show their excuse

.adjusted and say that they have been under the effect of their apparent greatness

****
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اًریِبکَ اًنْعَل  مْهُْنعَْلاوَ  بِاذَعَْلا  نَِم  نِِیفَْعضِ  مْهِِتاءَ  آنََّبرَ  } 68{

.” O’ our Lord! Give them double chastisement and curse them with a great curse . “ 68

Commentary, verse: 68

This holy verse indicates that on the Day of Hereafter the misguided hellish people will

be excited and ask for a grievous punishment from Allah (s.w.t.) for those who

misguided them. They will ask Him to give them two kinds of punishment, one

punishment for their own aberration and another one for their misleading them. They

:say

.” O’ our Lord! Give them double chastisement and curse them with a great curse“

It is certain that they deserve a curse and chastisement, but ‘double chastisement’
.and ‘ a great curse’ is for the attempt that they applied for leading others astray

It is interesting that in Sura Al-’A‘rāf, No. 7, when these aberrant followers ask a

double chastisement for their leaders, they will be told: “…For each one there is

double (chastisement), but you do not know’.”(1) That is, there will certainly be a

.double chastisement both for them and for you

The double chastisement for the leaders of disbelief and aberration is clear, but the

.double chastisement for the aberrant followers is a question

The reason of it is that they have a punishment for their aberration, and another one

for the sake of their strengthening
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and helping the unjust ones, because the unjust ones can not do anything by

themselves, but their friends and helpers assist them in increasing their injustice and

their infidelity, though in comparison, the punishment of the leaders is more grievous

.and more painful

****
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Section 9: He who obeys Allah and His Apostle achieves a mighty success

Point

The affliction suffered by Moses – He who obeys Allah and His Apostle indeed he has

.achieved a great success – Man turned unfaithful to his own undertaking

اًهیجِوَ هَِّللا  دَنعِ  نَاکَوَ  اوُلاقَ  اَّمِم  هَُّللا  هُأََّربَفَ  یسَوُم  اوْذَاءَ  نَیذَِّلاکَ  اوُنوکُتَ  اوُنمَاءَ لاَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  } 69{

O’ you who believe! Be not like those who hurt Moses (with a slander), but Allah . “ 69
.” cleared him of what they said, and he was well esteemed with Allah

Commentary, verse: 69

.Sometimes the godly leaders are hurt and accused from the side of believers

Following the discussion about respecting the rank of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and

leaving any kind of hurt unto him mentioned in the previous verses, here the Qur’ān,
:addressing the believers, says

O’ you who believe! Be not like those who hurt Moses (with a slander), but Allah“
.” cleared him of what they said, and he was well esteemed with Allah

Among all divine prophets, who were hurt by people, the election of Moses (a.s.) here

is for the sake that those who hurt him among the Children of Israel are more than

any other Divine prophet. Moreover, some of their hurts were similar to
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.(. the hurts that the hypocrites caused unto the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h

There are different ideas delivered by the commentators upon the objective meaning

of hurting Moses (a.s.) here, and that why the Qur’ān has stated it ambiguously.
Therefore, there are various probable commentaries cited upon the holy verse,

:including

According to a narration, once Moses and Aaron went upon a mountain where - 1
Aaron died. Rumourmongers of the Children of Israel attributed his death to Moses

(a.s.). Allah, the Almighty, made the fact of the matter manifest and made the

.Rumourmongers infamous

As it was explained in upon the commentary of some verses of Sura Al-Qasas, No. - 2
29, Korah plotted not to accept the law of Zakāt, and that he might not pay the rights

of the poor. So he planned that a bad woman would stand among the public and

accuse Moses (a.s.) saying that he had an unlawful relation with her. By the grace of

Allah, not only that plot failed but also the same woman attested to the virtue of

.Moses (a.s.) and the Korah’s plan

Some of Moses’ enemies once accused him (a.s.) with sorcery, insanity, and - 3
attributing lies to Allah, but by means of some clear miracles Allah introduced him that

.he was free from them

Some of the ignorant people of the Children of Israel accused Moses (a.s.) that he - 4
had some bodily defects such as: leprosy, and the like, because when he wanted to

wash himself he never stripped himself of clothing in front of others. But one day,
when he wanted to perform a total ablution in a corner far from people, he put his

clothes on a piece of stone, then the stone moved and took Moses’ clothes with it and
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.some of the Children of Israel saw his body that it had no defect

One of other factors of the hurts to Moses (a.s.) was the seeking pretext of the - 5
Children of Israel. Sometimes they asked him that he would show Allah to them. They

said that they were not ready to enter Jerusalem and fight against ‘Amāliqah. They

.wanted him (a.s.) to go there with his Lord and occupy it, then they would enter it

But what is closer to the meaning of the verse is that the holy verse states a general

and conclusive ordinance. The Children of Israel hurt Moses (a.s.) in different ways.
They were some hurts that were not unlike to the hurts of some people of Medina

unto the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.), such as spreading some false rumours, telling lies,
and charging undue attributing unto the Prophet’s wife, the explanation of which was

stated in the commentary of Sura An-Nūr, No. 24, verses 11 to 20, and the fault-
findings they had about the marriage of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) with Zaynab, or the

troubles they made in his house, or at the time of impolitely calling him (p.b.u.h.) that

.(. they caused them against the Prophet (p.b.u.h

However, it can be understood from this holy verse that if a person is esteemed at the

presence of Allah, and has a good position and rank with Him, He will defend him for

the undue attributes that some wicked people charge him. You must be pure and

protect your honour before Allah; He will also in turn manifest your purity, though the

.malicious persons may try to accuse you

Similar to this meaning is recited in the story of Yūsuf, the truthful, the pious, that how

.Allah exempted him from the great and dangerous accusation of Zulaykhā
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Again, Mary’s baby attested to his mother’s chastity and stopped the tongue of

.malicious ones of the Children of Israel who wanted to accuse her

This point also seems necessary to be mentioned that this statement was not only for

the believers of the time of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.). There may come into being some

people after him who do some things that hurt his holy spirit. For example, they

belittle his religion, waste his efforts and endeavours, and forget what he left behind

.among Muslims. Such people are included in the content of this verse

So, we recite in some traditions narrated from Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) that those who hurt

(Ali (a.s.) and his progeny are involved in this verse.(1

****
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ادًیدِسَ لاًوْقَ  اوُلوُقوَ  هََّللا  اوقَُّتا  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  } 70{

امًیظِعَ اًزوْفَ  زَافَ  دْقَفَ  هَُلوسُرَوَ  هََّللا  عِطُِی  نمَوَ  مْکَُبوُنذُ  مْکَُل  رْفِْغیَوَ  مْکَُلامَعْأَ  مْکَُل  حِْلصُْی  } 71{

,” O’ you who believe! Be in awe of Allah and speak you the right word . “ 70

He will adjust your works for you and will forgive you, your sins, and whoever . “ 71
.” obeys Allah and His Messenger, then indeed he has achieved a great success

Commentary, verses: 70-71

If a person practically observes Allah in his behaviour He will solve other problems for

.him, because the key to salvation is piety and obeying both Allah and the Apostle

Following the discussions about the rumourmongers and the foulmouthed ones

mentioned formerly, this verse issues an order which, in fact, is the remedy of this

:great social pain. It says

,” O’ you who believe! Be in awe of Allah and speak you the right word“

The Arabic word /sadīd/ is derived from /sadd/ with the sense of ‘firm’ and

‘unchangeable’ which adapts with the truth, and reality. It is a statement which is

similar to a strong dam, stands against the waves of corruption and falsehood. Then,
if some of the commentators have rendered it into ‘right’, and some others into ‘free

from false and idle talk’ or ‘outward being adapted with inward’ or the like, all are

.meant in the above inclusive meaning
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:In the next holy verse, the conclusion of ‘the right word’ has been stated as follows

, …” He will adjust your works for you and will forgive you, your sins“

In fact, piety is the basis of the improvement of the speech and it is the origin of the

right word, and the right word is one of the factors of the deed improvement, and

deed improvement is the cause of forgiveness of sins, since: “… verily the goods

(remove evil deeds. …”(1

The scholars of ethics have said: “The tongue is the most blissful part of the body.” It is
the most effective means of obedience, guidance, and improvement; and in the

meantime it is counted as the most dangerous and the most sinful limb of the body, so

.much so that there may appear about thirty sins from this little limb

The holy Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.) in a tradition has said: “The faith of a servant (of

Allah) does not truly straighten unless his heart straightens, and his heart does not

(straighten unless his tongue straightens.”(2

It is interesting that in another tradition Imam Sajjād (a.s.) has said: “Every morning

everyone’s tongue inquires after other limbs’ health and says: ‘How are you?’ and all

of them in reply to the tongue’s affection answer: ‘We are fine, if you let’. Then they

add: ‘By Allah! Be careful of us! Verily we will both get reward because of you and will

(be punished because of you’.”(3

There are a lot of traditions in this regard all of which denote the extraordinary

importance of the function of the tongue and that its improvement causes the

improvement of
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ethics and purification of the carnal soul. That is why we recite in a tradition: “The

Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.) did not sit on his pulpit but he recited this verse: ‘O’ you

(who believe! Be in awe of Allah and speak you the right word’.”(1

:Then, at the end of the verse, the holy Qur’ān adds

and whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, then indeed he has achieved a great “… 
.” success

What a salvation and success is better than this that one’s deeds become purified, his

.sins be forgiven, and he becomes acceptable before Allah

****
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لاًوهُجَ اًموُلظَ  نَاکَ  هَُّنإِ  نُاسَنلاِا  اهَلَمَحَوَ  اهَْنِم  نَْقفَشْأَوَ  اهَنَْلمِحْیَ  نأَ  نَْیَبأَفَ  لِابَجِْلاوَ  ضِرْلأَاوَ  تِاوَامََّسلا  یلَعَ  هََنامَلأَا  انَضْرَعَ  اَّنِا  } 72{

Verily We offered the trust unto the heavens and the earth and the mountains, . “ 72
but they refused to bear it, and were afraid thereof; and man undertook it, verily he is

.” unjust, ignorant

Commentary, verse: 72

Man is superior to the heavens and the earth. He is trusty with Allah in the world of

.existence

This noble verse completes the important issues which are referred to in this Sura

concerning: faith, righteous deed, Holy war, donation, modesty, discipline, and ethics.
It shows that man has such a very worthy position that can be the bearer of the

Divine messengership. So, if he becomes ignorant to his own values he will be unjust

.to himself and, consequently, he will fall into the lowest point

At first, the holy verse refers to the greatest and the most important privilege of man

:over the whole world of creation, where it says

, …” Verily We offered the trust unto the heavens and the earth and the mountains“

But these significant great and huge beings of the world of creation refused to bear

this trust and announced that they were unable and were afraid to bear it. The verse

:continues saying

; …” but they refused to bear it, and were afraid thereof “… 
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It is evident that their refusal was not because of arrogance, as we recite about the

refusal of Satan in the prostration for Adam: “… he refused and was full of pride,
…”(1)but their refusal was derived from fear accompanied with humility and

.veneration

But, in this circumstance, man, this wonder of the world of creation, came forth and

:undertook the trust

, …” and man undertook it “… 

Alas! From the beginning he was unjust to himself, and he did not recognize his value

:and did not perform what was eligible for bearing that trust

.” verily he is unjust, ignorant “… 

The great commentators of Islam have discussed a lot about this verse, and tried

very much to make the fact of ‘trust’ manifest. They have delivered different views

:the best of which, based on the content of the verse, have been chosen as follows

Fundamentally, there are five points in this expressive verse on which we must

:emphasize

?What is the purpose of ‘trust’, the divine trust - 1

?What does ‘We offered unto the heavens and the earth and the mountains’ mean - 2

’? Why and how did these great things refuse to bear this ‘trust - 3

’? How did man bear this ‘trust - 4

’? Why and how was he ‘unjust’ and ‘ignorant - 5

Concerning ‘the trust’ there have been mentioned different commentaries. Among

them are: ‘The purpose of ‘trust’ here is the ‘Divine love (wilāyah)’ and the perfection

of the attribute
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Sura Al-Baqarah, No. 2, verse 34 - 1
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.of worship which can be required by the way of knowledge and righteous deed

The objective meaning is the attribute of authority and free will which causes man - 1
.to be privileged from other living creatures

The objective meaning is ‘man’s wisdom’ which is the common basis of duty and - 2
.criterion for reward and punishment

The objective meaning is the limbs of man’s body. The eye is a ‘trust’ of Allah which - 3
must not be applied in the path of sin. The ear, the hands and feet, and the tongue are

.some other trusts which are obligatory to be protected not to commit sins thereby

The objective meaning is the deposits that people take from each other, as well as - 4
.fulfilling the promise

’. The objective meaning is ‘gnosis of Allah - 5

The objective meaning is obligations and Divine duties such as: prayer, fasting, and - 6
.Hajj

But with a little care, it makes the fact clear that these different commentaries are not

contradictory with each other, and some of them can be contracted into some others.
Some of them refer to a small part of the subject, while some others encompass the

.whole matter

In order to find an inclusive answer, we must look at ‘man’ and see what does he

?have that the heavens, the earth, and the mountains have not it

Man is a being that has an extraordinary talent by which he can be the complete

extension of Allah’s viceroy. By earning knowledge, purification of the carnal soul, and

accomplishments he can obtain the climax of honour and go high above the angels.
;This talent is accompanied with free will and authority
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that is, he has begun this way from the beginning and paved it by himself and with his

authority towards infinity. The heavens, the earth and the mountains have also a kind

of gnosis of Allah that they are busy mentioning the remembrance and glorification of

Allah (s.w.t.) and they are humble and do prostrate before His greatness, but all of

these acts are innate, genetic, and compelling. That is why there is not a development

.in them

The only being whose both ascension and descent are unlimited, and that can climb

towards the top of perfection and do all of these things by his will and authority, is

man. And this is that very trust of Allah that all beings refused to bear it, but man came

.forth and undertook it alone

So, we see that the next verse has divided men into three groups: believers,
.disbelievers, and hypocrites

Therefore, it must be said in a short sentence: the Divine trust is that very potentiality

of infinite perfection accompanied with will and authority so that he may reach to the

rank of a perfect and sincere servant of Allah by means of accepting the love (wilāyat)
.of Allah

Why has this issue been rendered into ‘trust’ while our existence and all what we

?have are the ‘trust’ of Allah

This matter is for the importance of this great privilege of man; else other merits are

.also the deposits of Allah that, in comparison with it, have a less importance

Here, this trust can be referred to with another sense and said that ‘the Divine trust’ is
.engagement and undertaking responsibility

In other words, this holy verse states some facts about man that man’s intellect has

not found them yet. But that which is understood from the apparent of the verse is

that Allah has bestowed some particular specialties and privileges on man
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that none of the beings in the heavens and the earth has them. These privileges are

the trusts of Allah which bring forth some responsibilities for man. But many of human

beings have been treacherous in this trust and have applied it in a path opposite to

the command of Allah. The intellect and the man’s will, which must be used alongside

the path of knowing the truth and choosing it so that it can be the cause of his

development and perfection, has been applied in some false ways, and it has resulted

to the expansion of injustice and cruelty so far that the man’s behaviour has been

.counted as an ‘ignorant’ action

Some Islamic narrations cited by the Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.) have rendered this trust as the

acceptance of the love (wilāyat) of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) and his progeny. It is
for the sake that the love of prophets and the Imams is a strong ray of that general

love (wilāyat) of Allah, and reaching the rank of worshipping servitude and paving the

.path of development is not possible save by accepting the love of the friends of Allah

When Ali-ibn-Mūs-ar-Ridā (a.s.) was asked about the commentary of the offering the

trust mentioned in this verse, he said: “The trust is the mastership (Wilāyah). Whoever

claims it without truth has disbelieved (and has gone out from the realm of the

(Muslims).”(1

In another tradition we read that when Imam Sādiq (a.s.) was asked about the

commentary of this verse, he said: “The trust is the mastership, and the man (who has

been qualified as ‘unjust’ and ‘ignorant’) is the possessor of a great deal of sins and is
(a hypocrite …”(2
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Another tradition indicates that when the time of prayer approached, the body of

Hadrat Ali (a.s.) began trembling, and he said: “It is the time of prayer. Prayer is the

trust of Allah which the heavens and the mountains refused to bear.” (Nūr-uth-
(Thaqalayn, the commentary

Addressing Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.), we recite in Jāmi‘ah-yi-Kabīrah, the supplication: “You

!” are the protected trust

Ibn-Shahr’āshūb, and Muhammad-ibn-Ya‘qūb Kulaynī have narrated from Imam

Sādiq (a.s.) who said: “The purpose of ‘trust’ is the love (wilāyat) of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen

(Ali (a.s.).”(1

Ali-ibn-’Ibrāhīm from Qum writes in his commentary: “Trust is Imamate and

enjoinment and prohibition. The evidence upon the fact that it is Imamate is the word

of Allah, the Glorious, the Almighty, to the Imams (a.s.) where the Qur’ān says: ‘Verily

Allah commands you restore deposits to their owners …’(2) Thus, the trust is Imamate

which Allah offered unto the heavens and the earth and the mountains and they

refused to bear it so that they would claim or usurp it from its owner and they were

. …” afraid to do so, then man bore it

Muhammad-ibn-Hassan Saffār in his book entitled Basā’ir-ud-Darajāt narrates from

( …” Imam Bāqir (a.s.) who about this verse said: “The trust is mastership (wilāyah

Upon the rank of Ali (a.s.) Ibn-i-Shahr’āshūb, narrating from Abībakr Shīrāzī, cited in
the book entitled Nuzūl-i-Qur’ān, narrated from Muhammad Hanafiyyah from Amir-
ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.) who in a detailed tradition said that the purpose of ‘the trust’ is

(. mastership (wilāyah
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There are also some other narrations in all of which ‘the trust’ has been rendered as

the mastership (Wilāyah) of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.). You may refer to the

commentaries of Burhān, Nūr-uth-Thaqalayn, As-Sāfī, Majma‘ul-Bayān, and other

.books of tradition

Upon the acceptance of the Divine trust, it must be said that this acceptance has not

been a ceremonial and conventional acceptance, but it is a genetic acceptance

.according to the level of talent

.The only question that remains here is about man’s being unjust and ignorant

Is ‘man’ being qualified by these two attributes, which apparently are as his

reprimand and reproach, for his accepting this trust? Certainly the answer of this

question is negative, since the acceptance of this trust is the greatest honour and

privilege of man. How is it possible that for the sake of the acceptance of such an

important and high position he would be blamed? Or these qualifications are for the

forgetfulness of most men and that they are unjust to themselves because of the lack

of awareness of man’s rank, the very thing that began in Adam’s generation by Cain

.and his followers, and has also been continuing until now

The man whom is called from the top of ‘Arsh, the progeny of Adam on whose head

was put on the crown of Allah’s honour: “… We have honoured the children of Adam,
…”(1) the men who are the vicegerents of Allah on the earth: “… Verily I am appointing

;(on the earth a deputy’, …”(2

the man who was the ‘angels’ teacher and was made prostrated by the angels of
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the heaven. How much must he be ‘unjust’ and ‘ignorant’ that he forsakes these

great splendid values and, making him captive of this world, stands in the row of

?Satans and falls into the lowest point of Hell

Yes, accepting this deviated line, that unfortunately has had many followers since the

beginning, is the best reason that man is unjust and ignorant. However, we must

confess that this man, who is apparently very little, is one of the wonders of the world

of creation, who has been able to carry the burden of the trust that the heavens and

.the earth were unable to bear, if he does not forget his rank

****
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اًمیحِرَ اًروفُغَ  هَُّللا  نَاکَوَ  تِانَِمؤْمُْلاوَ  نَیِنِمؤْمُْلا  یلَعَ  هَُّللا  بَوُتیَوَ  تِاکَرِشْمُْلاوَ  نَیکِرِشْمُْلاوَ  تِاقَِفانَمُْلاوَ  نَیقِِفانَمُْلا  هَُّللا  ِ بَ  ذّعَُیِل } 73{

So Allah punishes the hypocritical men and the hypocritical women, and the . “ 73
polytheist-men and the polytheist-women and Allah turns in mercy to the believer-

.” men and the believer-women, and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

Commentary, verse: 73

The trust of Allah causes man to be responsible. He who protects the trust will receive

.the Divine Mercy, and he who proves treacherous will be punished

This verse, in fact, states the cause of offering this trust to man. It states this fact

that, after bearing this great Divine trust, the members of human beings are divided

:into three groups: the hypocrites, the polytheists, and the believers. It says

So Allah punishes the hypocritical men and the hypocritical women, and the“
polytheist-men and the polytheist-women and Allah turns in mercy to the believer-

.” men and the believer-women, and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful

However, the letter ‘L’ at the beginning of the Qur’ānic word /liyu‘aŏŏiba/ is as the sign

of the purpose of something which is mentioned for the statement of the end of

something. Thus, the concept of the verse is: the end of the carrying this trust was

that a group paved the path of hypocrisy and another group took the path of

polytheism and, as the result of being treacherous in the trust of Allah, then they will

encounter His punishment, while a group, who believe, for being faithful to
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this trust and that they do perform their duty concerning it, will be involved in the

.Mercy of Allah

By the way, the application of /yatūb/ (turns in mercy) for the believers (instead of

reward) may be for this fact that the most fear of the believers is for the faults they

may have committed, so it gives them certainty and rest that their faults will be

.forgiven

Or it is for the sake that the repentance of Allah unto the servants is His turning to

mercy, and we know that all merits and rewards have lied in the term /rahmat/
(. (mercy

****

O Lord! Appoint us among those who have sincerely accepted the trust of Yours, and

.have eagerly protected it by fulfilling their duties about it

****

The End of Sura Al-’Ahzāb
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Allah says: ‘Verily I have a covenant for my servant that if he establishes the prayer “
in its time I may not punish him, and that I admit him in Paradise without reckoning.” P.

21

Whoever takes his prayer light will not be of me and by Allah he will not arrive unto“
me in the pond (of Kauthar).” P. 22

p: 616
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Whoever intentionally abandons the prayer his name will be written on the door of“
Hell among those who enter it.” P. 22

Never comes the time of prayer but an angel calls among people: ‘O people! Stand up“
and by means of your prayer, extinguish the fire you have kindled upon your selves’.”

P. 22

If there is a stream at the door of the house of one of you in which he washes himself“
five times a day, will there remain anything from the dirt over his body?” He was

answered: ‘No’. Then he (p.b.u.h.) said: “Verily the parable of the prayer is like the

parable of the flowing stream. Whenever he keeps up prayer, the sins he has

committed between two ritual prayers will be vanished.” P. 24

No servant perceives the reality of Faith unless he abandons Mirā’ (argument) “
though he is right.” P. 37

Verily there are some chambers in the Heaven so transparent that their outwards“
are seen from their inwards, and their inwards are seen from their outwards.”
Someone asked him: “To whom do these chambers belong, O’ Messenger of Allah?”
He (p.b.u.h.) answered: “These chambers belong to those who purify their speech,
satiate the hungry (ones), observe the fact frequently, and keep prayer at night (for

the sake of Allah) when people are asleep.” P. 61

Patience is a treasure out of the treasures of Paradise.” P. 63“

Whoever likes to be the most virtuous of people, he must rely on Allah.” P. 63“

The best people with Allah is the one who trusts on Allah more than others and“
surrenders to Him.” P. 63

Fātimah is a piece from me.” P. 91“

Nothing is equal to husband with a woman!” P. 141“

Every time (the word) /qunūt/ (is mentioned) in the Qur’ān it means obedience.” P. 143“
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Fornication has six sequels; three sequels in the world, and three sequels in“
Hereafter. In the world, it decreases the person’s luminosity, brings death sooner

than its proper time, and ceases the sustenance. In the Hereafter, it causes the

severity of reckoning, the wrath of Allah, and eternity in Fire.” P. 188

p: 617
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Teaching music to maid-servant singers is unlawful, and bargaining them as well as “
Profit gained from it is unlawful, too. The reference to this (matter) is mentioned in the

Book of Allah (where it says): ‘And there are, among men, those who purchase idle

talk to lead (others) astray from the way of Allah without knowledge’ …” P. 232

I say in truth that Luqmān was not a prophet, but he was a servant who thought very“
much, his certainty was excellent; he loved Allah and Allah loved him, too, and He

gave Him wisdom.” P. 262

Whoever obeys the command of Allah concerning the parents, two doors from“
paradise will be opened to him, and if he obeys Allah’s command about one of them

one door will be opened.” P. 267

Every righteous child who looks at his parents kindly will be given the reward of an“
accepted complete Hajj for each glance.” He was asked: “If he looks even for one

hundred times a day?” He answered: “Yes. Allah is greater and more purified.” P. 267

What have they gathered there for?” People answered: “For a madman who has an“
epileptic fit.” P. 280

This is not mad. Do you want me to introduce the real mad one to you?” They“
answered: “Yes. O Messenger of Allah.” He said: “The real mad is he who walks

proudly, constantly looks at his side, and moves his sides with his shoulders (and

shows haughtiness). This is the true mad (one), but this one (that you are looking at) is
sick.” P. 280

On the Day of Hereafter there will not put anything of actions in the scale of a man“
better than good character.” P. 281

The things for which my people may enter Paradise most of all are piety for Allah and“
good character.” P. 281

The two-unit prayer that a person establishes in the middle of night is better for him“
than the world and what is in it; and if it were not difficult for my Ummah I would

certainly enjoined those two on them.” P. 359
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The purpose of /‘aŏābil ’adnā/ (the nearer chastisement) is afflictions, sicknesses,“
and labours that man face with in this world.” P. 365

O Lord! I was patient in respect to myself, my family and my honour, but I can not be“
patient in the face of their slanders against Your

p: 618
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Sacred Rank.” Again Allah commanded him to be patient and said: “And certainly We

created the heavens and the earth and what is between them in six periods and there

touched Us not any fatigue.” P. 377

Whoever recites Sura Al-’Ahzāb and teaches it to his family members … will be“
secure from the chastisement of the grave.” P. 388

The stroke of Ali (a.s.) on the day of the ditch is better than the worship of Jinn and“
human beings.” P. 471

O Allah! These are my family (members) and my particular (ones), then Keep off“
(every kind of) uncleanness from them and purify them (with) a thorough purification.”

P. 487

It is the time of prayer O’ Ahl-ul-Bayt. Verily Allah intends but to Keep off from you“
(every kind of) uncleanness, O’ you the people of the House! And purify you (with) a

thorough purification.” P. 487

By Allah! I had no wife better than her. She embraced Islam when people disbelieved,“
and she offered her properties at my disposal when all people had got distance with

me.” P. 489

Verily Allah intends but to keep off from you (every kind of) uncleanness …” P. 489“

I and Ali are the fathers of this Ummah” P. 512“

My lawful things are lawful until the Day of Hereafter, and my unlawful things are“
unlawful until the Day of Hereafter.” P. 514

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) told Ali (a.s.): “You are to me like Aaron to Moses save that there

is no prophet after me.” (Therefore, you have all the positions of Aaron with respect to

Moses but prophethood.) P. 515

I came and put an end to the prophets.” P. 515“

Behold, and the present ones of you convey the absent ones of you (that) there is no“
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prophet after me, and there will be no (other) Ummah after you.” Then he raised his

hands to the heaven so high that the whiteness of his armpit appeared and said: “O

Allah! Bear witness that verily I conveyed (what I should say).” P. 516

Whoever remembers Allah constantly, the good of this world and the next has been“
given to him.” P. 517

He who has a tongue busy reciting Thikr (the Name of Allah) the good of (both) this“
world and the next ha been given to him.” P. 519

p: 619
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The best Thikr (remembrance of Allah) is /lā’ilāha’illalāh/ (there is no god but Allah).” P.“
520

Do recite much /lā houl-a-walā-qowata-’illā-billāh/ (There is neither might nor“
strength but in Allah) for verily it is (one) of the treasures of the Heaven.” P. 520

Whoever whose last word is /lā-’ilāha-’illalāh/ (there is no god but Allah) will enter“
paradise.” P. 520

Look at her (a foretime) and this causes that the affection between you will endure.”“
P. 549

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) was asked: “How should we send blessings?” He answered:
“Say: ‘O’ Allah! Bless Muhammad and his descendents’.” P. 560

Whoever sends blessing on me in his book and his writing(s), he will be rewarded as“
long as that Salawāt exists in that writing.” P. 560

Fātimah is a part of me (my body); then whoever makes her angry, he made me“
angry.” P. 566

Verily Fātimah is a part of me (my body); he who hurts her, he hurts me.” P. 567“

.(: Imam Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s

I recommend you to prayer and protecting it because verily it is the best deed and it“
is the pillar of your religion.” P. 20

For the God-fearing, prayer is a means of seeking nearness (to Allah).” P. 26“

Fear) Allah (and) keep Allah in view in the matter of prayer, because it is the pillar “… )
of your religion.” P. 26

Though my age is not so old but I am familiar with the history of the former nations“
as if I have the lifetime of history.” P. 104

then Allah sent His Messengers and series of His prophets (one after another) “… 
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towards them to get them fulfil the pledges of His creation, to recall to them His

forgotten bounties, to exhort them by preaching, and to unveil them the hidden

virtues of wisdom …” P. 155

I came to know Allah, the Glorified, through the breaking of determinations, change“
of intentions, and losing of courage.” P. 170

p: 620
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I came to know Allah, the Glorifies, through the breaking of determinations, change“
of intentions and losing of courage.” P. 208

The adornment of the honourable people is modesty.” P. 281“

The love of us and the love of our enemy do not assemble in one’s heart, since Allah“
has not appointed for a man two hearts within him, that he loves with one and hates

with another. Then our lovers are sincere in the love for us in the same manner that

gold becomes pure by fire. Whoever desires to know this fact he may test his heart.
Then if there is anything of the love of our enemy mixed with the love of us (in his

heart) he is not of us and we, too, are not of him.” P. 397

When the crisis became red-hot, we sought refuge with the Messenger of Allah“
(p.b.u.h.) and none of us was closer to the enemy than he himself.” P. 445

The Prophet is the trustee of Allah’s revelation, the last of His prophets, the giver of“
tidings of His mercy and the warner for His chastisement.” P. 515

Allah deputed the Prophet after a gap from the previous prophets when there was“
much talk (among the people). With him Allah exhausted the series of prophets and

ended the revelation. …” P. 515

Allah deputed Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) as His Prophet, in fulfilment of His promise and “… 
in completion of His prophethood. …” P. 515-516

A great bliss shall be his whose tongue is busy reciting Thikr (the Name of Allah).” P.“
520

The pleasure of the lovers (of Allah) is the remembrance (of Allah).” P. 520“

Do remember Allah every where because He is surely with you (every where and in“
any case).” P. 520

It is the time of prayer. Prayer is the trust of Allah which the heavens and the“
mountains refused to bear.” P. 599
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.(: Imam Hassan (a.s

To walk swiftly decreases the value of a believer.” P. 278“

p: 621
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.(: Imam Husayn (a.s

Peace be on you, O son of the Messenger of Allah!’ Then he (a.s.) responded him (by‘
saying): ‘And peace be on you, and we will come after you, too,’ and recited: ‘Some of

them have fulfilled their vow (by martyrdom), and some are still awaiting’.” P. 450

.(: Imam Sajjād, Zaynul-‘Ābidīn Ali-ibn-il-Hussayn (a.s

It is narrated that: “Once someone came to Imam Sajjād, Ali-ibn-il-Husayn (a.s.), and

said: ‘Verily you are the family whom Allah has forgiven.’ The Imam (a.s.) became

angry and said: “We are more deserving that what Allah has appointed about the

wives of the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) to be appointed to us, not as you say. We consider two

rewards for our righteous (ones) and two retributions for our evil (ones), then, he

recited the two abovementioned verses.” P. 471

Every morning everyone’s tongue inquires after other limbs’ health and says: ‘How“
are you?’ and all of them in reply to the tongue’s affection answer: ‘We are fine, is you

let’. Then they add: ‘By Allah! Be careful of us! Verily we will both get reward because

of you and will be punished because of you’.” P. 592

.(: Imam Bāqir (a.s

Islam has been founded on five things: the prayer (Salāt), the poor-rate (Zakāt), Hajj“
pilgrimage, fasting, and wilāyat (mastership) of Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.).” P. 21

When our children are five years old, we order them to establish the prayer, then“
when your children become seven years old, order them to establish the prayer.” P. 21

Do not follow the mischievous governor, and if you fear that they cause you deviate“
from your religion, then do migrate.” P. 58

Verily the patient will enter Paradise without reckoning.” P. 63“

Allah set their nature on knowing Him.” P. 155“

Whoever recites Sura Luqmān at night Allah ordains thirty angels to protect him“
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during the night until morning from Satan and his army, and if he recites it in daytime

these angels protect him from Satan and his army until evening.” P. 224

p: 622
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Profane singing is among the sins for which Allah has promised the (Hell) Fire” P. 235“

Wisdom is concept, knowledge, and deep recognition, a cognition that makes man“
serve Allah and the heavenly leader and it separates him from committing great sins.”

P. 252

Avoid (committing) the small sins because once they will be called to account and“
some of you (sometimes) say that they commit sin and then they will ask forgiveness,
while Allah, Almighty and Glorious, says: ‘… We will record that which they send

before and that which they leave behind, and of all things have We taken account in a
clear Book (of evidence).’ And He also says: ‘… If there be (your deed but) the weight

of a mustard-seed and it were (hidden) in a rock or in the heavens or in the earth,
Allah will bring it forth; (for) verily Allah is All-Subtle, All-Aware’.” P. 272

The outward blessing is the Prophet (p.b.u.h.), the gnosis of Allah, and Monotheism“
that the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) has brought; and the inward blessing is love of us, Ahl-ul-

Bayt, and the covenant of friendship with us.” P. 284

The trust is mastership …” P. 599“

.(: Imam Sādiq (a.s

The one who likes to know whether his prayer has been accepted or not, he should“
see whether his prayer hindered him from indecency and evil, then with the same

scale that it has hindered him, his prayer is accepted from him.” P. 21

The first thing that will be reckoned from a servant is the prayer. Then if the prayer is“
accepted, his other (good) deeds will be accepted, but if it is rejected his other (good)

deeds will not be accepted either.” P. 21

The remembrance of Allah at the time of performing a ‘lawful’ and ‘unlawful’ action.”“
P. 23

Disputation in the best way is like the subject which has been mentioned at the end“
of Sura Yā-Sīn about the rejecters of Resurrection, when they brought the rotten
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bones before the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) and said: ‘… Who will give life to the bones when

.( they are rotten?’ He (p.b.u.h

p: 623
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answered: ‘… He will give life to them Who brought them into existence at first …’ ‘He

Who has made for you the fire (to burn) from the green tree…’” P. 32

O son of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.)! (Please) guide me to Allah that who He is,“
because the tempters have made me bewildered.” Then the Imam told him: “O’
servant of Allah! Have you ever embarked a ship?” The man answered he had. Then

Imam said: “Has it happened that your ship was broken where there was no other

ship to save you and you did not know how to swim?” The man answered: “Yes.” He

said: “In that state, did your heart tend to this matter that there is something that can

save you from that affliction?” He answered: “Yes.” Imam Sādiq (a.s.) said: “This thing

is Allah Who is able to save (anyone) where there is no deliverer and succours and

where there is no helper.” P. 77

Whoever recites Suras Al-‘Ankabūt and Ar-Room in the month of Ramadān at the“
twenty third night, by Allah he will be admitted in Paradise, and I do not consider any

exception in this word … (with the condition that he fulfils his religious duties). These

two Suras have an important situation with Allah.” P. 88

The purpose of it is contemplation and study the history of the former nations (who“
are mentioned) in the Qur’ān”. P. 104

The purpose of ‘nature’ is mastership (and accepting the leadership of the saints of“
Allah)” P. 155

Its purpose is a present which you give to another person and you seek a reward“
from him more than that and this is a lawful interest.” P. 176

Interest is of two kinds: one is lawful and the other is unlawful. The lawful interest is“
that one lends his (Muslim) brother (something) as a loan hoping that when he returns

it he adds something to what he has taken from him without any condition between

them, and if the borrower gives the lender something more than that which he has

taken without any condition between them, this excess is lawful for him, but there will

be no reward for him with Allah concerning his loan, and this is what the Qur’ān says

in sentence /falāyarbū ‘indallah/ (it will not increase with Allah). But the unlawful

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 701 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


excess is the case that one loans someone with

p: 624
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the condition that he returns it with something added to it. This is the unlawful

interest.” P. 176

It has been written on the door of Paradise that the reward of loan is eighteen times“
and (that of) alms is ten times.” P. 178

The life of the animals of the sea depends on rain; so when it does not rain,“
decadence appears in both the land and the sea, and this is at the time when sins

increase.” P. 182

Those who die because of sins are more than those who die by a natural death.” P.“
189

The session of /qinā’/ is a session that Allah does not look at its people (and He does“
not bestow His mercy on them) and this is (the extension of what Allah, the Almighty

and Glorious, has said: ‘And there are, among men, those who purchase idle talk to

lead (others) astray from the way of Allah …’.” P. 234

Luqmān knew the Divine Leader of his time.” P. 248“

Luqmān acknowledged the Divine Leader of his time. Although Allah did not give him“
a heavenly Book, He gave him something equivalent of it, i.e. wisdom.” P. 250

The peak of wisdom is worship of Allah.” P. 252“

Allah has enjoined faith upon the man’s limbs and has divided it among them. Among“
them is that He has enjoined man’s feet not to go toward sin and iniquity and to move

in the path of the content of Allah. So the Qur’ān says: ‘… do not walk in the earth

exultantly, …’ and it also says: ‘… be moderate in your pace, …’.” P. 280

Pious goodness and good character flourish houses and increase in lifetimes.” P. 281“

Modesty is the origin of every goodness and happiness. It is a high rank, and if there“
were a word for modesty which people understood, it would state many hidden

secrets of the sequel of the affairs … And he who has modesty for Allah, He will

elevate him above many of his servants. … No worship is accepted by Allah and He is
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pleased of but that its door is modesty.” P. 281

Verily in Hereafter there are fifty stations (places of standing for taking care of deeds“
and reckoning) each of which takes one thousand

p: 625
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years of what you reckon. Then he recited this verse: ‘… in a Day the measure of

which is a thousand years …’.” P. 335

The reward of every good deed has been mentioned in the Qur’ān except the reward“
of the midnight prayer and none knows its reward but Allah.” P. 357

There is not any good deed but there has been stated a reward for it except the“
midnight prayer that Allah, the Mighty, has not stated its reward for the sake of its

importance and He has said: ‘And no person knows what (important reward) is hidden

for them of the joy of he eyes, …’” P. 358

He who shows patience, is patient for a short time (and after it there comes victory);“
and he who is impatient, he also shows impatience for a short time (and its fruit is

failure).” Then he said: “You should be patient in all your affairs, because Allah, the

Almighty, has appointed Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) to prophecy and commanded him to

patience and perseverance, and He told him to show patience in the face of what they

say and if it is necessary he may separate from them, but not a separation that

hinders his invitation unto the Truth. Here is the Qur’ān’s saying: ‘And have patience

with what they say, and leave them with noble (dignity)’.” P. 376

He who is patient and counts it for Allah, will not go out of the world until the time“
when Allah enlightens his eyes with the defeat of his enemies, besides the rewards

that He will store for him for the Day of Hereafter.” P. 378

Whoever recites Sura Al-’Ahzāb frequently, on the Hereafter Day, will be in the“
neighbourhood of Muhammad (p.b.u.h.) and his Ahl-ul-Bayt (a.s.).” P. 388

An ignorant person’s seventy sins will be forgiven before that a single sin of a learned“
one can be forgiven.” P. 471

Yes, Faith accompanies Islam, but Islam may not accompany faith.” P. 494-495“

Islam is a confession denoting that there is no god but Allah, and testifying to the“
messengership of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.), whoever confesses these two, his

life will be protected (in Islamic government), the marriage of Muslims with him is
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permissible, and he

p: 626
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can inherit from Muslims. Some group of people are involved in this very apparent of

Islam. But ‘Faith’ is a light of guidance and reality that will be established in the hearts

from the quality of Islam, and by which the deeds will be appeared (and come into

being).” P. 495

Whoever recites Hadrat Zahrā’s hymns at night he will be involved in this verse.” P.“
497

Allah ended the prophets with your Prophet, therefore there will be no prophet after“
him at all; and with your Book He put an end to the heavenly Books, therefore there

will be no Book after it at all.” P. 516

Everything has a limit except the remembrance of Allah.” P. 520“

The hymns of Fātimat-uz-Zahrā (a.s.) is of (the kind of) ‘much remembrance’ that“
Allah, Almighty and Glorious, said: ‘… Remember Allah with much remembrance.” P.

520

Yes, it does not matter that when man wants to marry a lady he looks at her back“
and her face.” P. 549

The purpose of it being submitted to him in affairs.” P. 562“

Allah, the Almighty, the Glorious says: ‘Whoever annoys My believing servant, he has“
announced declaration of war against Me.” P. 570

The purpose of ‘trust’ is the mastership of Amir-ul-Mu’mineen Ali (a.s.).” P. 599“

.(: Imam Mūsabn-i-Ja‘far, Imam Kāzim (a.s

Imam narrates from Luqmān who said: “O my son! Verily the world is a deep sea.
Many people have drowned in it; then your ship in it must be fright of God, and your

provision must be Faith, and the sail of it must be reliance, and its captain is intellect,
its leader is knowledge, and its rudder is patience.” P. 263

.(: Imam Ali-ibn-Mūs-ar-Ridā (a.s
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The reason of the legislation of prayer is acknowledgement to the Lordship of Allah,“
struggle against polytheism and idolatry, standing in front of Allah in utmost

humbleness and submission, confession to the sins and asking forgiveness for the

past faults, and putting forehead on the ground for glorification of Allah every day. P.
28

p: 627
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Once Imam Ridā (a.s.) was asked what the limit of confidence was. He answered:
“That you do not be in owe of other than Allah.” P. 63

Glory be to Allah, did Allah (s.w.t.) not say: ‘Without any pillars as you see them’?” The“
addressee answered positively and he (a.s.) said: “There are some pillars but you do

not see them.” P. 241

Be aware of the midnight prayer. There will not be any servant who gets up at the“
end of night and establishes eight units of night prayer, two units of Shaf‘ prayer, and

one unit of Watr prayer and in his Qunūt (personal prayer) seventy times asks

forgiveness from Allah except that Allah will save him from the punishment of the

grave, the punishment of the Fire and prolongs his lifetime, and enlarges his living for

him.” Then he (a.s.) said: “The houses wherein night prayer is established at night, its

light glitters for the inhabitants of the heaven in the same way that the light of stars

glitters for the inhabitants of the earth.” P. 359

The one who calumniates a man believer or a woman believer, or he says something“
about him /her which does not exist in him /her, Allah, the High, will set him on a heap

of fire on the Day of Hereafter until he tolerates what he has said about him/ her.” P.
570

When Ali-ibn-Mūs-ar-Ridā (a.s.) was asked about the commentary of the offering the

trust mentioned in this verse, he said: “The trust is the mastership (Wilāyah). Whoever

claims it without truth has disbelieved (and has gone out from the realm of the

Muslims).” P. 598

U

Umar, P. 390‘

Uyūn-ul-’Akhbār, P. 536‘

Uhud, P. 421’

The martyr of, P. 449 - 
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Usd-ul-Qāyah, P. 310, 361’

Ummah, P. 359, 423, 425

Unity, P. 136

Light of, P. 76 - 

Of Lordship, P. 71, 72, 136, 394 - 
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Of the creator, P. 67, 293 - 

Of worship, P. 244 - 

Tone of, P. 31 - 

V

Vengeance, P. 368

W

Wahhabites, P. 206

Wajdī, Farīd, P. 129

Walīd-iibn-‘Aqabah, P. 361

Warrah, P. 220

Watr prayer, P. 359

Wisdom, P. 247, 249, 251

How can be obtained, P. 253 - 

The book of, P. 226 - 

The Wise Creator, P. 92

Wustā, Sā‘ah, P. 114

Y

Yāsir, P. 41

Yathrib, P. 428, 429

The people of, P. 429 - 
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Yazīd, P. 108

Yemen, P. 426

Yūnus, Hadrat, P. 257

Z

Zahrā, Hadrat (a.s.), P. 497, 518

Her hymns, P. 518 - 

Zakāt, P. 175, 588
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Zaqqūm, P. 33, 237

Zayd, P. 398, 502, 503, 504, 511, 512

The Prophet’s adapted son, P. 504 - 

Zayd-ibn-Hārith, P. 399, 401

Zaynab, P. 108, 502, 503, 505, 510, 589

The devorce of, P. 504 - 

Zaynab-bent-i-Jahsh, P. 540

Zihār, P. 397, 398, 400

Zoroastrians, P. 95, 96

Zubaydī, P. 114

Zulaykhā, P. 589

Zurārah, P. 154

p: 630

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 713 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


(: ص  ) هللا لُوسرَ  لَاق 

فَیطَّللا َّنِا  یتْیَب وَ  لُـهْاَ  یترَْتعِ  ضِرْـَلاا وَ  یَلِا  ءِامسـَلا  نَِم  دٌودُمـْمَ  لٌْـبحَ  اللهِا  بَاـتکِ  یترَْتعِ ، اللهِا وَ  بَاـتکِ  نِْیلَقَثَلا  مْکُیف  كُرِاـت  یّنِا  ”
“ ینوفُُلخْتَ اذامِب  اورُظُْنافَ  ضَوْحَْلا  َّیلَعَ  ادرِیَ  یّتحَ  اقرِتَْفیَ  نَْل  امهَُّنآَ  ینرَبَخْاَ  رَیبخَْلا 

“ امهِِب مُْتکَّْسمَتَ  نِْا  ام  اوَّلضِتَ  : ” رخَا ثٍیدحَ  یف  وَ  ص :)  ) یبَّنلا لَاق 

هحفص 17 دلج 3  ، لبنح نبدمحا  دنسم  هحفص 90 و  رابخلاا ، یناعم 

The Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: “ I leave behind me two weighty (very worthy and

important) things: The Book of Allah (i.e. the Qur’ān), which is a stretched string from

the heaven to the earth, and my progeny, my Ahl-ul-Bayt; for verily Allah, The

Merciful, The Aware, informed me that never, never, will these two get separated

from each other until they meet me at the Houd of Kauthar (the Pond of Abundance).
Therefore, be careful and contemplate on how you will treat them (after me).” And, in
another tradition it is added: “Never, never, shall you get astray if you attach

.” yourselves to these TWO

Ma‘ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 90, tradition 2, Musnad Ahmad-ibn-Hanbal, vol. 3, p. 17, and other)
books from the Sunnite school and Shi‘ah school mentioned in Ihqāq-ul-Haqq, vol. 9,

(p. 309 to p. 375

****

: ملاسلا هیلع  اضرلا  ماملاا  لاق 

انوعبت انملاک لا  نساحم  اولمع  ول  مهناف  سانلا  اهملعی  انمولع و  ملعتی  لاق  مکرما  ییحی  فیک  هل و  تلقف  انرما  ایحا  اًدبع  هللا  محر 

هحفص 207 دلج 1  اضرلا  رابخا  نویع  هحفص 80 - رابخلاا  یناعم 

:Abul-Hassan-ir-Ridā (a.s.) said

May the Mercy of Allah be upon the servant who Keeps alive our commandment.” I“
asked him (a.s.) how the one could keep your commandment alive. He (a.s.) said: “He

(can) learn our sciences and teach them to people. In fact, if people knew (the merits)
.” and goodnesses of our speech, surely they would follow us
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(Ma‘ānī-ul-Akhbār, p. 80; ‘Uyūn-i-Akhbār-ur-Ridā, vol. 1, p. 207)
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A Presentation to Muslims

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

 " مْکُْنِم رِْملأا  یِلوُاوَ  لَوسَُّرلا  اوعُیطِأَوَ  هََّللا  اوعُیطِأَ  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  اهَُّیأَ  آیَ  یلاعتَ " : هّللا  لَاق 

هیلآا 59 ءاسنلا 4 - هروس 

In The Name of Allah, The Beneficent, The Merciful

O you who have faith! Obey Allah, and obey the Apostle, and those charged with “ 
(authority among you …” (Sura Nisa, No. 4, Verse 59

Those charged with authority’ are only the twelve sinless Imams (a.s.) and, at the )‘
time of occultation, Sources of Imitation, who are learned, pious, and just, should be

.( referred to

نْمَفَ هَُلوسُرَ ، هَّللا وَ  انَْفرَعَ  هِّللا  لَوسُرَ  ای  تُْلُق : لَاق : يّراصْناَْلا  هِّللا  دِْـبعَ  نِْبرِِباـج  نْعَ  یفْعجُْلا  رِِباـج  نْعَ  ثٍیدحـَ  یِف  نِیدّـلا  لِاـمکِْا  یِف 
، بٍِلاط یباَ  نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  مْهُُلَّوأ  يدْعَب ؛ نِْم  نَیمِلسـْمُْلا  هُمَِئاَ  وَ  رُِباج ، ای  یئافلَخُ  مْهُ  ص )  ) لَاقفَ کَِتعَاطِب ؟ مْهُتَعَاط  هُّللا  نَرَقَ  نَیذَّلارِْماَْلاوُلوُا 

یِّنِم هُْئرِْقأَفَ  هُتَْیقََل  اذاِفَ  رُِباج ، ای  هُکُرِدُْتسَو  رِِقابْلاِب ، هِاروَّْتلا  یِف  فُورُْعمَْلا  یٍّلعَ  نُْب  دَُّمحَُم  َّمُث  نِیسَحُْلا ، نُْب  ُّیِلعَ  َّمُث  نُیسـَحُْلا ، نُسَحَْلا وَ  َّمُث 
نُْب نُسَحَْلا  َّمُث  دٍمَحَُم ، نُْب  ُّیلعَ  َّمُث  یٍّلعَ ، نُْب  دُمَحَُم  َّمُث  یسوُم ، نُْب  ُّیلعَ  َّمُث  رٍفَْعجَ ، نُْب  یسَوُم  َّمُث  دٍمَحَُم ، نُْب  رُفَْعجَ  قُدِاصّلا  َّمُث  مَالََّسلا ،

هِْیدَیـَ یلَعَ  هُرُکْذِ  یلاـعتَ  هُّللا  حُتـَْفیَ  يذَِّلا  كَاذَ  یٍِّلعَ ، نِْب  نِسَحَْلا  نُْبا  هِدِاـبعِ  یف  هُُتَّیقَِب  وَ  هِضِرْأَ ، یف  اللهِا  هَُّجحُ  یّیِنکَ  یّیمِسـَ وَ  َّمُث  یٍِّلعَ ،
لَاق .نِامیاْلِل  هُبَْلقَ  هُّللا  نَحَتَْما  نِمَ  لْهَفَ  هِّللا  یلَعَ  اهیِف  تُُبْثیَ  هًبَْیغَ لا  هِِئایلواَ  هِِتعَیـش وَ  نْعَ  بُیغیَ  يذَّلا  كَاذ  اـهِبرِاغمَ ، ضِرْاَْـلا وَ  قَرِاشـَمَ 

نَوعُفِتَْنیَ هِرِوُنِب وَ  نَوؤُیَضتَسْیَ  مْهَُّنِا  هَِّوُبُّنلاِب  ینثَعََب  يذَّلاوَ  يا  لَاقفَ  هِِتبَْیغَ ، یف  هِِب  عُآفِتْناِْلاَ  هِِتعَیـشِل  عُقَیَ  لْهَفَ  هِّللا ، لَوسُرَ  ای  هَُل : تُْلقُفَ  رٌِباج :
 ... بٌاحسَ اهلََّلجَتَ  نِْا  سِمَّْشلاِب وَ  سِاّنلا  عِافِتْناِکَ  هِِتبَْیغَ  یف  هِِتیَلاوِِب 

هحفص 253 دلج 1 ، نیدلا  لامکا 
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In ‘Ikmāl-ud-Din’ a tradition, through ‘Jābir-il-Ju‘fī’, is narrated from ‘Jābir-
ibn-‘Abdillāh’ thus: " I said: ‘ O Messenger of Allah, we have known Allah and His

Apostle; then who is ’Ulul-’Amr, those that Allah has made their obedience the same

as your obedience?’ Then, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said: ‘O Jābir! they are, after me, my

successors and the Guides of Muslims; the first of them is Ali-ibn-Abītālib; then

(Imam) Hassan, and (Imam) Hussayn; then Ali-ibn-il-Hussayn; then Mohammad-ibn-
Ali; known in the Turah as Bāqir, whom you will see. O Jābir! when you visit him, give

my regards to him. After him, there is Sādiq, – Ja‘far-ibnMuhammad; and after him

Mūsa-ibn-Ja‘far; then Ali-ibn-Mūsā; then Muhammad-ibn-Ali; then Ali-ibn-
Muhammad, then Hassan-ibn-Ali; and after him (there comes) Al-Ghā’im, whose

name and sir-name is the same as mine. He is Allah’s Authority on the Earth and His

Remainder amongst His servants. He is the son of (Imam) Hassan-ibn-Ali (al-‘Askarī).
This is the very personality by whose hands Allah will open the Easts and the Wests of

the worlds, and this is the very personality who will be absent from his followers and

his lovers in which his mastership can not be proved by a statement of anyone except

." for the one whose heart Allah tests for Faith

Jābir said: " I asked him: ‘O’ Messenger of Allah! Will his followers avail of him during

his occultation?’ He answered: ‘Yes. By the One Who appointed me to prophethood,
they will seek brightness from his light and will avail by devotion in his absence the

’…" same as the availing of people from the (glow of) sun when clouds cover it

Ikmal-ud-Dīn, Vol. 1, p. 253’ with nearly similar meaning in Yanābī‘-ul-Mawaddah, p. )
(117

 " یحَوُی یٌحْوَ  َّلاإِ  وَهُ  نْإِ  يوَهَْلا ☼  نِعَ  قُطِنیَ  امَوَ  یلاعتَ " : هّللا  لَاق 

هیلآا 3 و 4 ( – 53  ) مجنلا هروس 

Nor does he (the Apostle) speak out of desire. It is naught but revelation that is " 
"revealed

(Sura An-Najm, No. 53, verses 3,4)
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The Rank and Importance of the Qur’ān

(: ص  ) هُّللا لُوسُرَ  لَاق 

ضِوْحَْلا َّیلَعَ  ادرِیَ  یّتحَ  اقرِتَْفیَ  نَْلوَ  یٍّلعَ ، عَمَ  نُارْقُْلا  قُحَْلا وَ  وَ  نآرقُْلاوَ ، قِّحَْلا  عَمَ  ٌّیلعَ 

:The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said

Ali (a.s.) is with the truth and the Qur’ān, and the truth and the Qur’ān are with Ali. " 
They will never get separated from each other until they meet me at the Houd of

(Kauthar (the Pond of Abundance)." (1

(: ص  ) هُّللا لُوسُرَ  لَاق 

بٍِلاط یباَ  نِْب  یِّلعَ  نِْم  زٍاوجَِب  ءَاج  نْمَ  لاِّا  هََّنجَْلا  لُخُدْیَ  ضِوْحَْلا لا  یلَعَ  هِمَایقِْلا  مَوْیَ  ٌّیلعَ 

:The holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) said

On the Day of Resurrection, Ali (a.s.) will guard the Houd of Kauthar (the Pond of " 
Abundance). None will enter Paradise except the one who comes with the

(admissibility of ‘Ali-ibn-’Abītālib (a.s.)." (2

p: 634

a- Tārīkh-i-Dameshq, by Ibn ‘Asākir, part Imam Ali, vol. 3, p. 153, No. 1172 b- - 1
Manāqib-i-Khārazmī, p. 176, No. 214 c- Farā’id-us-Samtayn, Vol. 1, p. 177, No. 140,
narrated from ’Umm-us-Salamah. d- Rabī‘-ul-Abrād by Zamakhsharī, vol. 1, p. 828. e-

Yanābī‘-ul-Mawaddah, chapter 20, vol. 1, p. 269
a- Manāqib-i-Ibn-Maqāzily, p. 119, narrated by Ibn-‘Abbās. b- ’Arjah-ul-Matālib, p. - 2
550. c- Musnad-Ahmad-Hanbal, vol. 4, p. 165. d- Sunan-i-Tarmathī, No. 3719. e- Sunan-i-
IbnMājih, No. 119. f- Mu‘jam-i-Kabīr, by Tabarānī, vol. 4, pp. 19, 20. g- ’Aqānī, by Abul-
Faraj, vol. 18, p. 39. h- Al-Firdous Diylamī, vol. 3, p. 61, No. 4172, narrated from ’Umm-us-
Salamah. i- Khnūz-ul-Hāqayiq, by Manāwī, p. 98. Jesus- Miftāh-un-Najāt, by

Badakhshī, p. 61, (the index of ’Ihqāq-ul-Haqq, v. 7, p. 299). K- Al-Manāqib-ul-
Murtazawiyyah, by Muhammad Salih Tarmathī, p. 113, printed in Bambay. L- Yanābī‘-
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ul-Mawaddah pp. 180 and 237, narrated from ’Umm-us-Salamah, and p. 257 narrated

from Ibn-‘Abbās, printed in Istambul; and also printed by ’Uswah, Qum, vol. 2, pp. 78
,and 245, and vol. 2
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(Imam Mahdi (a.s

مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

مُهُنَیدِ مْهَُل  َّنَن  -ِ کّمَ - یَُلوَ مْهِِلْبقَ  نِم  نَیذَِّلا  فَلَخْتَسـْا  امَکَ  ضِرْلاَا  یِف  مْهَُّنفَِلخْتَسـْیََل  تِاحَِلاَّصلا  اوُلمِعَوَ  مْکُنِم  اوُنمَاءَ  نَیذَِّلا  هَُّللا  دَعـَوَ 
نَوقُسِافَْلا مُهُ  کَِئَلوْاُفَ  کَِلذَ  دَْعَب  رَفَکَ  نمَوَ  اًئْیشَ  یِب  نَوکُرِشُْی  یِنَنودُُبْعیَ لاَ  اًنْمأَ  مْهِِفوْخَ  دِْعَب  مهَُّنَل مِّ-ن   ِ دّبَُیَلوَ مْهَُل  یضَتَرْا  يذَِّلا 

(Sura An-Nūr, No. 24, verse 55)

.The Reformer of the world, Mahdī (a.s.) will come

Allah has promised those of you who believe and do righteous deeds, that He will“
certainly appoint them successors in the earth as He appointed successors those

before them; and that He will certainly establish for them their religion which He has

chosen for them; and that certainly He will, after their fear, give them security in

exchange. They will do worship Me (alone) and not associate aught with Me; and

.” whoever disbelieves after this, then these are they that are evil-doers

It is certain that after the domination of the government of Monotheism and

establishment of the religion of Allah when any sort of anxiety, insecurity and

infidelity, those who disbelieve are the true mischief-makers. The verse continues

:saying

.” and whoever disbelieves after this, then these are they that are evil-doers “… 

However, it is understood from the whole verse that Allah gives three glad tidings to a
group of the Muslims who are qualified with these two qualifications; ‘Faith’ and

:‘Righteous deed’, which are as follows

.Appointing them the successors in the earth - 1

The spread of the religion of the truth everywhere in a fundamental form, (which is - 2
/(. emerged from the word /tamkīn
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Vanishing all means of fear, terror, horror, and insecurity. And as the result of these - 3
affairs they will worship Allah in utmost freedom and submit His commands while they

will associate no partner nor compeer with Him so that they spread the pure

.Monotheism in all places

No doubt the verse encompasses the first Muslims, and no doubt the government of

Mahdī (a.s.), which, according to the belief of all Muslims irrespective of Shī‘ah and

Sunni, will fill the world thoroughly with justice and equity after that cruelty and

injustice are spread everywhere, and it is the full example of this verse. Yet, it does

.not hinder the generality and vastness of the concept of the verse

Consequently, in ages, the bases of Faith and Righteous deed will be strengthened

among Muslims and they will possess a deep influential government. However, the

complete example of sovereignty of Monotheism and perfect security, and worship,
free from any polytheism, will practically come into being when Hadrat Mahdī, the

progeny of prophets and the son of the holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.) appears. He (a.s.) is the

same one about whom the Muslims have narrated this tradition from the Prophet

(p.b.u.h.) who said: “If remains but one day from (the lifetime of) the world Allah will

prolong that day so lasting that a man from my progeny, whose name is as my name,
will govern over the earth and will fill it with justice and equity the like that it has been

.” filled with injustice and cruelty

There are cited one hundred and twenty three traditions with the same meaning in

the book entitled ‘Muntakhab-ul-’Athar’, (page 247 on). They have been narrated from

different Islamic sources, especially from Sunnite sources. It is interesting that the

Late Tabarsī, in the explanation following the above mentioned verse says that there

is a tradition from the progeny (Ahl-ul-Bayt) of the
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Prophet (p.b.u.h.) indicating that this verse is about Mahdī from the progeny of

(Muhammad (p.b.u.h.)(1

However, there have been written a great deal of books about the traditions

concerning the rising of Mahdī by both scholars of the Sunnites and Shī‘ites. These

traditions are in such a manner that no Islamic researcher, who is the follower of

every one of groups and school of religious law, can deny ‘the wide scale, of them. Up

to now, there have been published many books in this regard by the Sunnites whose

authors have accepted the veracity of the tradition about the worldly reformer, i.e.
:Mahdī (may Allah hasten his glad advent). Among them are

Abū Na‘īm in ‘’Akhbār-ul-Mahdī’; Ibn-Hajar Hiythamī, in ‘’Al-Qaul-ul-Mukhtasar Fī’
‘Alāmāt-il-Mahdī Al-Muntazar’; Shaukānī, in ’At-Taudīh Fī Tawātur-i-Mājā’a Fil-
Muntazar Wad-Dajjāl Wal-Masīh’; ’Idrīs-i-‘Arāqī Maqribī, in the book ‘Al-Mahdī’;
’Abul-‘Abbās-ibn-‘Abd-ul-Mu’min Al-Maqribī, in the book ‘’Al-Wahm-ul-Maknūn Fir-
Radd-i-’Ali-ibn-Khaldūn; As-Sakhāwī, in the book ‘Fath-ul-Maqīth’; Muhammad-ibn-
Ahmad Safāwīnī, in ‘Sharh-ul-‘Aqīdah’; ’Abul-Hassan ’Uyarī, in ‘Manāqib-ush-Shāfi‘ī’;
’Ibn-i-Tīmuyyah, in his book ‘of pronouncements: ‘Suyūtī’; Al-Hāwy-ul-Fatāwī; ’Idrīs

‘Arāqī, in his book about Mahdī (a.s.); Shaukānī, in the book: ‘At-Taudīh Fī Tawātur-i-
Mā jā’a Fil-Muntazar; Muhammad Ja‘far Kanānī, in ‘Nazmut-Tanāsur’; Abul-‘Abbās-

, … ibn-‘Abdul-Mu’min, in Al-Wahmul-Maknūn

In any case, a group of the notables and scholars of Islam, irrespective of those in

Shi‘ites and Sunnites, old and new, have also mentioned in their records that the

traditions upon the subject of Mahdī are inside the limit of unbroken transmission,
(. (And they are never deniable at all
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The list of publications of the library

Publications of the Scientific and Religious Research Center

Imam Ali (a.s.) Public Library

Languages Which Each Title Is In: A = Arabic; F = Farsi

Tafsīr-i-Shubbar (A Commentary of the Holy Qur’ān ) – A . 1

Ma‘ālim-ut-Touhīd fī Qur’ān-il-Karīm (The Unity of Allah in the Holy Qur’ān) – A . 2

Kholāsi-ye-‘Abaqāt-ul-’Anwār (A summary of a Tradition on Imamate) – A . 3

Khutūt-i-Kullī-yi-’Iqtisād-dar Qur’ān wa Riwāyat (Main Points of Economy in the . 4
Qur’ān and Traditions) - F

Al-Imam Mahdī (a.s.) ‘inda Ahl-us-Sunnah, Vol. 1-2 (Imam Mahdī (a.s.) Accordint to . 5
traditions) – A

Ma‘ālim-ul-Hukūmah-fī-Qur’ān-il-Karīm (Lessons on Government in the Holy . 6
Qur’ān) – A

Al-Imam-is-Sādiq wal Mathāhib-il-’Arba‘ah (Imam Sādiq and Muslims’ Issues) – A . 7

Ma‘ālim-un-Nubuwwah fī Qur’ān-il-Karīm, Vol. 1-3 (Prophethood in the Holy Qur’ān) . 8
– A

Ash-Shu‘ūn-il-Eqtisād fī-Qur’ān was-Sunnah (Ways of Economy in the Qur’ān and . 9
Tradition) – A

Al-Kāfī fī Fiqh by Abis-Salāh al-Halabī (Subjects on Jurisprudence and Ordinances) . 10
– A

Asn-al-Matālib fī Manāqib-i-‘Ali-ibn-Abī-Tālib by Shams-ud-Dīn al Juzarī ash- . 11
Shāfi‘ī (The Merits of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): the Successor of the Prophet of Islam (p.b.u.h.)) –

A
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Nuzul-ul-Abrār bimā Sahha min Manāqib-i-Ahlul-Bayt-il-Athār by Hafiz . 12
Mohammad al-Badakhshanī (Subjects on the Successors of the Prophet of Islam

(p.b.u.h.)) – A

Ba‘z-i-Mu’allifāt by Shahīd-ash-Shaykh Murtadā Mutahharī (Some works on . 13
Islamic Education) – F

Al-Qaybat-il-Kubrā (The Greater Occultation of Hazrat Mahdī (a.s.)) – A . 14

Yaum-ul-Mau‘ūd (The Promised Rise of Hazrat Mahdī (a.s.)) – A . 15

Al-Qaybat-is-Suqrā (The Lesser Occultation and the Deputies of Hazrat Mahdi . 16
(a.s.)) – A

Mukhtalaf-al-Shī‘ah by ‘Allāmah al-Hillī (Judgement through Jurisprudence in . 17
Islam) – A

Ar-Rasā’il-il-Mukhtārah by ‘Allāmah ad-Dawānī wal-Muhaqiq Mīrdāmād (A Book . 18
on the Theoloty and Philosophy of Islam) – A

As-Sahīfat-ul-Khāmisat-us-Sajjādiyyah (The Psalms of Islam as Stated by the . 19
Fourth Imam (a.s.)) – A

Nimūdārī az Hukūmat-i-‘Ali (a.s.) (An Outine on the Government of Hazrat ‘Ali (a.s.)) . 20
– A

Manshūrhā-yi Jāvīd-i-Qur’ān (The Eternal Lights of the Qur’ān; An Objective . 21
Commentary) – F

Mahdī-yi-Muntazar (a.s.) dar Nahjul-Balāqah (The Awaited Mahdi (Guide) in Peaks . 22
of Eloquence) – F

Sharh-il-Lum‘at-id-Damishqiyyah, 10 Vols. (Some Subjects on Islamic . 23
Jurisprudence and Ordinances) – A

Tarjamah wa Sharh-i-Nahjul-Balāqah, 4 Vols. (Translation and Explanation of the . 24
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Statement of Imam ‘Ali (a.s.)) – F

Fī Sabīl-il-Wahdat-il-Eslāmiyyah (The Need of Islamic Unity) – A . 25

Nazarāt-un-fī-Kutub-il-Khālidah (Opinions on Islamic Matters) – A . 26

Kitāb-al-Wāfī, 30 Vols. (Traditions on Different Subjects) – A . 27

Dah Risālah by Feyd-i-Kāshānī (Ten Articles on Islamic Education) – F . 28

Majmoo‘ih Test-hāy-i-Bīnesh wa Ma‘ārif Islamī (A Collection of Test Questions on . 29
Islamic Knowledge and Culture) – F

Darīcheh-’ī bar ’Ahkām (Elementary Religious Questions for the Coming . 30
Generation) – F

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy Qur’ān – English . 31
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A Bundle of Flowers from the Garden of Traditions of the Prophet Ahlul-Bayt (a.s.) – . 1
Arabic – English

There are 272 Arabic/Farsi Commentaries (Tafsir) Available at the Imam Ali (a.s.) Public

.Library as Sources for This Commentary

:Among Them are the Following

Tafsīr - ul - Qur’ān - il - Karīm by ‘Allāmah as - Sayyid ‘Abdullāh Shubbar, Dār-u- . 1
Ihyā’-it-Turāth-il-‘Arabī. Beirut, Lebanon –A

Tafsīr-ul-Qummī by Abil-Hassan ‘Alī ibn Ibrāhīm-il-Qummī, Dār-ul-Kitāb, Qum, . 2
Iram, 1968/1387 A.H. –A

Fī-Zilāl, Sayyid-i-Qutb; Dār-u-Ihyā’-it-Turāth-il-‘Arabī, Beirut,Lebanon, 1967/1386 –A . 3

At-Tafsīr-ul-Kāshif by Muhammad Jawād Muqniyah, Dār-ul- ‘ilm lil-Malāyīn, Beirut, . 4
Lebanon, 1970 –A

Tafsīr-is-Sāfī by al-Fayd-il-Kāshānī, al-A‘lamī lil-Matbu‘āt, Beirut,Lebanon, . 5
1979/1399-A

Manhaj-us-Sādiqīn by Fathullāh Kāshānī, ‘Ilmiyyah Islāmiyyah Bookshop, Tehran, . 6
Iran -F

Tafsīr-i-Abulfutūh Rāzī by Ash-Shaykh Abulfutūh Rāzī, Islamiyyah Bookshop, . 7
Tehran, Iran, 1973/1393 A.H. –F

Tafsīr-i-Rūh-ul-Ma‘ānī by al-’Ālūsī al-Baqdādī, Dār-u-Ihyā‘-it-Turāth-il-‘Arabī, . 8
Beirut, Lebanon 1985/1405 –A

Tafsīr - i - al - Manār (Tafsīr - ul - Qur’ān - il - Hakīm), by Mohammad Rashīd Ridā, . 9
Dār-ul-Ma‘rifat, Beirut, Lebanon –A

Tafsīr-ut-Tabarī (Jāmi‘-ul-Bayān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur’ān) by Mohammad-ibn-Jarīr at- . 10
Tabarī, Dār-ul-Fikr, Al-Qāhirah, Egypt, 1988/1408 –A

An Enlightening Commentary into the Light of the Holy

Quran Compiler Cover 14
Ghaemiyeh center of computerized

researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.com
Page 727 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


Nafahāt-ur-Rahmān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur’ān by ash-Shaykh Muhammad an-Nahāwandī, . 11
Iran, 1937/1357 –A

At-Tafsīr-ul-Hadīth by Mohammad ‘Izzat Darūzat; Dār-u-Ihyā’-il-Kutub . 12
Al-‘Arabiyyah, al-Qāhirah, Egypt, 1962/1381 –A

At-Tebyān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur’ān by Mohammad-ibn-il-Hassan Tūsī, Dār-u-Ihyā’-it- . 13
Turāth Al-‘Arabī, Beirut, Lebanon –A

Ālā’-ur-Rahmān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur’ān by Muhammad Jawād Albalāqī, Wijdānī . ’ 14
Bookshop, Qum, Iran –A

Al-Isra’īliyāt fī-Tafsīr wal Hadith by Dr. Muhammad Husayn Al-Thahabī, Dār-ul- . 15
Īmān, Damascus, 1985/1405 –A

Al-Bayān fī Tafsīr-il-Qur’ān by Sayyid Abulqāsim Khu’ī, al-Matba‘at-ul-‘ilmiyyah, . 16
Qum Iran, 1966/1385 –A

At-Tafsīr wal-Mufassirūn by Muhammad Husayn Al-Thahabī, Dār-ul-Maktab Al- . 17
Hadiīthah, al Qāhirah, Egypt, 1976/1396 A.H. –A

Al-Jawāhir fī Tafsīr-il-Qur’ān-il-Karīm, by Tantāwī Juharī, Mustafā Bāb-il-Halabī . 18
Printing Office, Egypt, 1930/1350 –A

Fathul-Qadīr by Muhammad-ibn-‘Ali al-Shoukānī; ‘Ilmul Kutub; Beirut, Lebanon, . 19
1981/1401 –A

Al-Mabādi’-ul-‘Āmmah li Tafsīr-il-Qur’ān by Dr. Muhammad Husain-‘Ali-al-Saqīr; . 20
Maktab-ul-A‘lām-il-Islāmiyyah, Qum, Iran, 1993/1413 –A

Tafsīr-ul-Baqawī (Ma‘alim-ut-Tanzīl fī Tafsīr wat-Ta’wīl) by Husayn-ibn Mas‘ūd al- . 21
Baqwī ash-Shāfi‘ī; Dār-ul-Fikr, al-Qāhirah, Egypt 1985/1405 A.H. –A
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مِیحَِّرلا نِمَحَّْرلا  هَِّللا  مِسِْب 

هیآ 174) ءاسن 4  هروس   ) اًنیبُم اًروُن  مْکُْیَلِا  انْلزَْناَ  مْکُِّبرَ وَ  نِْم  نٌاهرُْب  مْکُ  ءَاج  دْقَ  سُاّنلا  اهٌَّیاَ  ای 

O mankind! Verily there has come to you a convincing proof (the Messenger and the“
Qur’ān) from your Lord: for We have sent unto you a light (that is) manifest.” (Holy

(Qur’ān, 4: 174

هیآ 9) رجحلا 15  هروس   ) نَوظُِفاحَل هَُل  اّنِا  رَکْذِلا وَ  انَْلَّزَن  نُحَْن  اّنِا 

We have, without doubt, sent down the Message and We will assuredly Guard it“
((from corruption).” (Holy Qur’ān, 15: 9

هیآ 124) هط 20  هروس   ) یمعْاَ هِمَیقِْلا  مَوْیَ  هُرُشُحَْن  اکْنضَ وَ  هًشَیعمَ  هَُل  َّناِفَ  يرکْذِ  نْعَ  ضَرَعْاَ  نْمَ  وَ 

But whosoever turns away from My Message (the Qur’ān), verily for him is a“
straitened toilsome life, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Judgment.”

((Holy Qur’ān, 20: 124

هیآ 82) ءارسا 17  هروس   ) نَینِمؤْمُْلِل هٌمَحْرَ  ءٌافشِ وَ  وَهُ  ام  نِآرقُْلا  نَِم  لُزِّنَُن  وَ 

And We send down (stage by stage) of the Qur’ān that which is a healing and a mercy“
(to those who believe …” (Holy Qur’ān, 17: 82
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About center
In the name of Allah

نَومُلَْعیَالَنَیذَِّلاوََنومُلَْعیَنَیذَِّلایوِتَسْیَْلهَ
?Are those who know equal to those who do not know

al-Zumar: 9

:Introduction

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan, from 2007, under the authority of

Ayatollah Haj SayyedHasanFaqihImami (God blesses his soul), by sincere and daily

efforts of university and seminary elites and sophisticated groups began its activities

. in religious, cultural and scientific fields

:Manifesto

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan in order to facilitate and

accelerate the accessibility of researchers to the books and tools of research, in the

field of Islamic science, and regarding the multiplicity and dispersion of active centers

 in this field

and numerous and inaccessible sources by a mere scientific intention and far from

any kind of social, political, tribal and personal prejudices and currents, based on

performing a project in the shape of (management of produced and published works

from all Shia centers) tries to provide a rich and free collection of books and research

papers for the experts, and helpful contents and discussions for the educated

generation and all classes of people interested in reading, with various formats in the

. cyberspace

:Our Goals are

(propagating the culture and teachings of Thaqalayn (Quran and Ahlulbayt p.b.u.t-
encouraging the populace particularly the youth in investigating the religious issues-

 replacing useful contents with useless ones in the cellphones, tablets and computers-
providing services for seminary and university researchers-

spreading culture study in the publich-

About centerGhaemiyeh center of computerized researches  www.Ghaemiyeh.comPage 730 of 733

http://www.ghaemiyeh.com


paving the way for the publications and authors to digitize their works-

:Policies

acting according to the legal licenses-
relationship with similar centers-

avoiding parallel working-
merely presenting scientific contents-

 mentioning the sources-
.It’s obvious that all the responsibilities are due to the author

:Other activities of the institute

Publication of books, booklets and other editions-
Holding book reading competitions-

Producing virtual, three dimensional exhibitions, panoramas of religious and tourism-
places

.Producing animations, computer games and etc-
Launching the website with this address: www.ghaemiyeh.com-

 Fabricatingdramatic and speech works-
Launching the system of answering religious, ethical and doctrinal questions-

Designing systems of accounting, media and mobile, automatic and handy systems,-
web kiosks

 Holding virtual educational courses for the public-
Holding virtual teacher-training courses-

Producing thousands of research software in three languages (Persian, Arabic and-
English) which can be performed in computers, tablets and cellphones and available

and downloadable with eight international formats: JAVA, ANDROID, EPUB, CHM, PDF,
HTML, CHM, GHB on the website

Also producing four markets named “Ghaemiyeh Book Market” with Android, IOS,-
WINDOWS PHONE and WINDOWS editions

:Appreciation

We would appreciate the centers, institutes, publications, authors and all honorable

. friends who contributed their help and data to us to reach the holy goal we follow
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: Address of the central office

Isfahan, Abdorazaq St, Haj Mohammad JafarAbadei Alley, Shahid Mohammad

HasanTavakkoly Alley, Number plate 129, first floor

Website: www.ghbook.ir
Email: Info@ghbook.ir

Central office Tel: 03134490125
021 Tehran Tel: 88318722 ـ 

Commerce and sale: 09132000109
Users’ affairs: 09132000109

Introduction of the Center – Ghaemiyeh Digital Library
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