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ID Book

Letters of Nahj Albalaga of Imam Ali b. Abitalib

Author: Syed Razzi

English Translator: Moulana Mufti Jafar Husain

Persian Translator: Muhamad Dashti

Published by (the Arabic text with English translation): Ansariyan Publications  Qum
subject: nahj al balagha; imam ali; hadith

this book contains these titles

LETTER\

In English

(Addressed to the people of Kufah at the time of his march from Medina to Basrah. ¢\

From the servant of Allah " Ali the Commander of the faithful to the people of Kufah who
are foremost among the supporters and chiefs of the Arabs

Now I am apprising you of what befell  Uthman so (correct ly) that its hearing may be like
its seeing. People criticised him and I was the only man from among the muhdjirun
(immigrants) who asked him to seek to satisfy the Muslims) most and to offend them the
least. As for Talhah and az-Zubayr their lightest step about him was hard and their softest
voice was strong. "A'ishah too was in a rage with him. Consequently a group
overpowered him and killed him. Then people swore allegiance to me not by force or

.compulsion but obediently and out of free will

You should know that Medina has been vacated by its residents and they have
abandoned it. It is boiling like a huge cooking pot and rebellion is fixed on its axis moving
with full force. So hasten towards your amir (commander) and proceed forward to fight

your enemy if so wills Allah to Whom belongs Might and Majesty
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Footnote

Ibn Maythman writes «n Sharh Nahj al-balaghah vol.r p.y¥ra) that when on hearing . (1)
about the mischief-mongering of Talhah and az-Zubayr Amir al-mu'minin set off for
Basrah he sent this letter to the people of Kufah through Imam al-Hasan and * Ammir ibn
Yasir from al-Ma' al-" Adhb while Ibn Abi'l-Hadid has written (in Sharh Nahj al-balaghah
vol.\¥ ppa V¢; at-Tabari vol.y pxiv4; and Ibn al-Athir voly p.rrv) that when Amir al-mu
“minin camped at ar-Rabadhah he sent this letter through Muhammad ibn Ja'far ibn Abi
Tilib and Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr. In this letter Amir al-mu 'minin has clearly thrown light
on the point that the assassination of ~ Uthman was the result of the efforts of *A'ishah
Talhah and az-Zubayr and that it was they who took a prominent part in it. In fact
" A'ishah went beyond her bounds and exposed his shortcomings in public meetings and

.ordered that he should be killed. Thus ash-Shaykh Muhammad * Abdub has written

Once “Uthman was on the pulpit when Umm al-mu " minin " A'ishah took out the shoes
and the shirt of the Prophet (may Allah bless him and his descendants) from under her veil
and said: "These are the shoes of the Messenger of Allah and his shirt not yet decayed
while you have altered his religion and changed his sunnah." Upon this hot words followed
between them when she said "Kill this Na'thal " symbolising him as a long bearded Jew (of
that name). (Nahj al-bala- ghah printed in Egypt vol.y p.r; also see Ansab al-ashraf vol.s

(pM; Abu'l-Fida' vol.y p.1vy

p:¥
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People were already displeased with * Uthman so this event increased their boldness and
they surrounded him so that he might mend his ways or abdicate from the caliphate. In
these circumstances there was serious apprehension that if he did not accept either of
the two alternatives he would be killed. All this was observed by " A'ishah but she paid no
heed to it and leaving him in the siege decided to leave for Mecca although on this
occasion Marwan ibn al-Hakam and " Attab ibn Asid did say to her "If you postpone your
departure it is possible his life may be saved and this crowd may disperse" whereupon
she said that she had decided to go for hajj (pilgrimage) and that that could not be

.changed. Then Marwan recited this couplet by way of a proverb

Qays set fire to my cities and when they came into flames he slipped away saving himself
Clear of it

Similarly Talhah and az-Zubayr were @lso) in rage against him and they were ever
forward in fanning this fire and intensifying the opposition. From this angle they were to a
great extent taking part in his assassination and responsible for his blood. Other people
also knew them in this perspective and regarded them as his murderers while their
supporters too were not able to offer any explanation or absolving them). Thus Ibn
:Qutaybah writes that when al-Mughirah ibn Shu'bah met " A'ishah at Awtas he asked her

O' Umm al-mu'minin where are you bound for." She replied "I am going to Basrah." He"
inquired for what purpose and she replied "To avenge "~ Uthman's blood." He said "But his
assassins are with you." Then he turned to Marwan and enquired where he was going. He
replied that he too was going to Basrah. He enquired the purpose and the reply was "to
avenge Uthman's blood." Then he said " “Uthman's assassins are with you. These

(Talhah and az-Zubayr have killed him." @l-Imamah was " siyasah vol.\ p.s-

p:¥
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In any case when after laying the blame on Amir al-mu'minin this group who had killed
" Uthman reached Basrah Amir al-mu'minin also rose to quell this mischief and wrote this
letter to the people of Kufah to seek their support. Upon this their combatants and
warriors rose in large numbers and enlisted in his army. They faced the enemy with full
courage which Amir al-mu'minin also acknowledged. Thus the letter hereafter is in

acknowledgement of this very fact

LETTERY

In English

Written to the people of Kufah after the victory of Basrah

May Allah reward you townsmen (of Kufah) on behalf of a member of your Prophet's
family with the best reward that He bestows on those who act in obedience to Him and on
those who thank Him for His bounties. Surely you heard (me) and obeyed and when you

were called you promptly responded

In Arabic

oSl e o IS
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In Persian
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In English
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(Written for Shurayh ibn al-Harith @I-Kindi) Qadi judge) @t Kufah
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It is related that Shurayh ibn al-Harith @I-Kindi) who was Amir al-mu'minin's Qadi judge)
at Kufah during his tenure purchased a house for eighty Dinars. When it became known
to Amir al-mu'minin he sent for him and said to him: I have come to know that you have

purchased a house for eighty Dinars and

that you have written a document for it and put witnessing on it. Shurayh replied: Yes
Amir al-mu'minin it is so. Amir al-mu'minin cast an angry look at him and said to him

O' Shurayh beware shortly one body the angel of death) will come to you who will not
look at the document nor question you about your evidence hut take you out of it far
away and deposit you in your grave quite alone. Look! O' Shurayh if you have purchased
this house from money other than yours or paid the price from unlawful source you have

incurred loss of this world as well as of the next. If you had come to me at the time

of purchase I would have written for you a document on this paper and then you would
not have liked to purchase the house even for one Dirham not to speak of more. That
-.document is this

This is about a purchase made by a humble slave (of Allah) from another slave ready to
depart (for the next world). He has purchased a house out of houses of deceit in the area
of mortals and the place of those liable to perish. This house has four boundaries as
follows: The first boundary is contiguous to sources of calamities; the second boundary
adjoins the sources of distress; the third boundary adjoins devastating desire; and the

fourth boundary adjoins deceitful Satan and towards this opens the door of this house

p:#
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This house has been purchased by one who has been waylaid by desires from one who is
being driven by death at the price of leaving the honour of contentment and entering into
the humility of want and submissiveness. If the purchaser encounters some (evil)
consequences of this transaction then it is for him who dismantles the bodies of
monarchs snatches the lives of despots destroys the domain of Pharaoh like Kisras (1)
Caesars (v) Tubba s (+) and Himyars () and all those who amass wealth upon wealth and
go on increasing it build high houses and decorate them and collect treasures and
preserve them as they claimed according to their own thinking for children to take them
to the place of accounting and judgement and the position of reward and punishment.
When the verdict will be passed those who stood on falsehood would then be the losers.

(Qur'an f.:vA

This document is withessed by intelligence when it is free from the shackles of desires
.and away from the adornments of this world

In Arabic
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Footnote

Kisra is the Arabicised form of "Khusraw" which means a King whose domain of rule .(1)
extends to a vast area. This was the title of the rulers of Iran

Ceasar was the title of the rulers of Rome which in Latin means that child whose . (v)
mother dies before delivery and who is extractedby cutting open her body. Since among
the Kings of Rome Augustus was born like this he was known by this name and after that

this word was adopted as the title of every ruler

Tubba' is an appellation of each of the Kings of Yemen who possessed Himyar and . )
Hadramawt. Their names have been mentioned in the holy Qur'an in chaps. ff:¢v and

b F

Himyar originally an important tribe in the ancient Sabaean kingdom of south-western .(f)
Arabia; later the powerful rulers of much of southern Arabia from c. vv0 BC to c. AD oave.
The Himyarites were concentrated in the area known as Dhu Raydan dater called
Qataban) on the coast of present-day Yemen; thus they were probably aided in the
overthrow of their Sabaean kinsmen by the discovery of a sea route from Egypt to India
which deprived the inland Sabaean kingdom of its former importance as a centre for
overland trade. The Himyarites (classical Homeritae) inherited the Sabaean language and
culture and from their capital at Zafar their power at times extended eastward as far as
the Persian Gult and northward into the Arabian Desert. At the beginning of the fth
century AD the Himyar capital was moved northward to San'a and later in that century
both Christianity and Judaism gained firm footholds in the area. Internal disorders and
changing trade routes caused the kingdom to decline and in ovo after several
unsuccessful attempts Abyssinian invaders finally crushed the Himyarites. A Himyar apeal
to Persia for aid led to Persian control in avs. (The New Encyclopaedia Britanica

(Micropaedia]vol.s p.fa ed. yavr-14vs

p:a
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LETTERY

In English

To one of the officer of his army

If they (1) return to the umbrella of obedience then this is all that we want. But if the
condition of these people points out towards disruption and disobedience then taking with
you those who obey you rush upon those who disobey you and while you have those with
you who follow you do not worry about those who hold back from you because the
absence of a halfhearted man is better than his presence and his sitting down is better

than his rising up

In Arabic
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Footnote

When " Uthman ibn Hunayf the Governor of Basrah informed Amir al-mu 'minin of the .(1)
arrival of Talhah and az-Zubayr in Basrah and of their intentions Amir al-mu 'minin wrote
this letter to him wherein he has instructed him that in case the enemy was bent on
fighting when facing him he should not enlist on his side those who on the one hand
showed consideration for the personalities of " A'ishah Talhah and az-Zubayr and who on
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the other hand had agreed to fight against them merely by persuasion because such
people could not be expected to fight steadfastly nor could they be depended upon.
Rather such people would try to dishearten others too. Therefore it was only good to

leave aside such people
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LETTER &

In English

To al-Ash'ath ibn Qays @l-Kindi) the Governor of Azarbayjan

Certainly your assignment (1) is not a morsel for you but it is a trust round your neck and
you have been charged with the protection (of the people) on behalf of your superiors. It
is not for you to be oppressive towards the ruled nor to risk yourself save on strong
grounds. You have in your hands the funds which is the property of Allah to Whom
belongs Might and Majesty and you hold its charge till you pass it on to me. Probably I will

.ot be one of the bad rulers for you and that is an end to the matter

In Arabic
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Footnote

When Amir al-mu'minin was free from the battle of Jamal he wrote to al-Ash'ath ibn .(1)
Qays @l-Kindi) who had been the Governor of Azarbayjan from the days of “Uthman to
send the revenue and levies of his province. But since he had fears about the future of his
position and assignment he intended to swallow all this money like other officers of
“Uthman. Therefore when this letter reached him he sent for his chief associates and
after mentioning this letter to them said: "I fear that this money will be taken away from
me; I therefore intend to join Mu" awiyah." Whereupon those people said that it was a
matter of shame to leave kith and kin and seek refuge with Mu'awiyah. Consequently on
the advice of these people he postponed his idea to run away but did not agree to part
with the money. On getting this information Amir al-mu'minin sent Hujr ibn " Adi al-Kindi
to bring him to Kufah. He persuaded him and brought him to Kufah. On reaching there his
kit was found to contain four hundred thousand Dirhams out of which Amir al-mu'minin

left thirty thousand for him and deposited the rest in the public treasury

LETTER ¥

In English

(To Mu" awiyah (ibn Abi Sufyan

Verily those who swore allegiance to Abu Bakr "Umar and “Uthman have sworn
allegiance\ to me on the same basis on which they swore allegiance (1) to them. (On this
basis) he who was present has no choice (to consider) and he who was absent has no
right to reject; and consultation is confined to the muhajirun and the ansar. If they agree
on an individual and take him to be Caliph it will be deemed to mean Allah's pleasure. If
any one keeps away by way of objection or innovation they will return him to the position
from where he kept away. If he refuses they will fight him for following a course other
than that of the believers and Allah will put him back from where he had run away. By my
life O' Mu'awiyah if you see with your brain without any passion you will find me the most
innocent of all in respect of “Uthman's blood and you will surely know that I was in
seclusion from him unless you conceal what is quite open to you. Then you may commit

.anoutrage (on me) as you like and that is an end to the matter
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Footnote

When all the people of Medina unanimously swore allegiance to Amir al-mu” minin . )
Mu" awiyah refused to acquiesce apprehending danger for his own power and in order to
contest Amir al-mu'minin's caliphate he concocted the excuse that it had not been agreed
to unaulmously and that there fore after cancelling it there should be another general
election although the caliphate from which he process of) election was started was the
result of a timely situation. There was no question of the common vote therein so that it
could be called the result of the people's election. However it was imposed on the people
and assumed to be their verdict. From then it became a principle that whomever the
nobles of Medina elected would be deemed to represent the entire world of Islam and no
person would be allowed to question it whether he was present at the time of election or
not. In any case after the establishment of the principle Mu awiyah had no right to
propose a re-election nor to refuse allegiance when he had in practice recognized these

caliphates which it was alleged had been settled by the important people of Medina

That is why when he held this election to be invalid and refused allegiance Amir al-
mu'minin pointed out to him the recognized) way of election and demolished his
argument. It was a method known as arguing with the adversary on the basis of his
wrong premises so as to demolish his argument since Amir al-mu'minin never at any
state regarded consultation (with chiefs) or the common vote to be the criterion of validity
of the caliphate. Otherwise in connection with the caliphate about which it is alleged that
they were based on the unanimity of the muhajirun and the ansar he would have
regarded that unanimity of vote as a good authority and held them as valid; but his
refusal for allegiance in the very first period which cannot be denied by anyone is a proof
of the fact that he did not regard these self-concocted methods as the criterion of
(validity of) the caliphate. That is why at all times he continued pressing his own case for
the caliphate which was also established on the basis of the Prophet's saying and deeds.
However to place it before Mu awiyah meant opening the door to questions and
answers. He therefore attempted to convince him with his own premises and beliefs so
that there could be no scope for interpretation or for confusing the matter in fact
Mu'awiyah's real aim was to prolong the matter so that at some point his own authority

.might get support
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LETTERY

In English
To Mu'awiyah

I have received from you the packet of unconnected advices and the embellished letter.
You have written it because of your misguidance and despatched it because of lack of
wisdom. This is the letter of a man who has neither light to show him the way nor a leader
to guide him on the right path. Passion prompted him and he responded to it. Misguidance
led him and he followed it. Consequently he began to speak nonsense and became reck

lessly astray

A part of the same letter

Because allegiance is once and for all. It is not open to reconsidered nor is there any
scope for fresh proceedings of election. He who remains out of it is deemed to be critical
.of Islam while he who prevaricates upon it is a hypocrite

In Arabic
(M‘ 4:.1.0 4 s_ft:f By
Lal )

G e DS 5 ST 5 s gEaasT5 eSISLG, (M) S (Y) 5558 Dlayy « (1) A e ys o 5T 46 (s G
Lol 1550 (0) LeY (F) 5gs aas s JSLEY 3365 il b 540 5165 35 @dasy B Y5 i 5 4

LA I3 1 (V) 6554013« Sell gk £5101 Sl (g Calad Y50 (9) 5801 6 LB V15 g @l
In Persian
4l 4

‘Mﬁvﬁ‘t{QM&‘)‘)JMJW)Q}I%T&M\;!Jj)))‘b(tj‘w%Wﬁﬂj%}b&né&éﬁ&%‘
r}‘ydblf-\':}ﬁ-é653,4‘ub'aL;.sﬁa.a;gl..é.e\uplﬁ-wiﬁ..ul..\{Q3¢M|)T|)QTJJ>‘-GMI‘.?L3Sauos‘scﬁ:ﬂj;
51 5l oke w8 5t a1y s Slewsp Dpes L (ST e oS 305 (6 a5 65 Bl SR pea, 3,0

@‘Q‘:;ﬁ@‘;))}%;@b)dwScu\,fdnﬁ;&&‘ﬁ\}


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Page ic. of wpq Ghaemiyeh center of computerized researches www.Ghaemiyeh.com LETTER v

p: Yo


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Page i of wwq Ghaemiyeh center of computerized researches www.Ghaemiyeh.com LETTER A

O:.éﬁj_.ﬂjbga'-\ws,mﬁ.w}sawﬂ,;ﬁ%@J}‘@g&ﬁ,l{&rwé\jwum(@\uuM;\)
U353 0T & Cd a5 S 0T 50058 o0 0l 55 gmus 9 0 diab () 5l o ng08 Caaw opl 5148 a8 0T a0 1, 0T
el 3le 3L

LETTER A
In English

To Jarir ibn "~ Abdillah al-Bajali when Amir al-mu'minin sent him to Mu'awiyah @nd there
(was delay in his return

Now then when you receive this letter of mine ask Mu'awiyah to take a final decision and
to follow a determined course.Then ask him to choose either war that exiles him from
home or ignoble peace. If he chooses war leave him alone but if he chooses peace secure

his allegiance; and that is an end to the matter

In Arabic
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LETTERY

In English
To Mu' awiyah

Our people (1) the Quraysh) decided to kill our Prophet and to annihilate our root. They
created worries for us behaved with us harshly denied us ease of life exposed us to fear
forced us to take refuge in a rugged mountain and ignited for us the flames of war

Allah then gave us determination to protect His religion and defend His honour. The
believers among us expected heavenly) reward from it and the unbelievers among us
gave their support because of kinship. Those who accepted Islam from among the
Quraysh were away from the distresses in which we were involved either because of a
pledge that protected them or because of the tribe that would rise to support them. They
were therefore safe from killing. The way with the Prophet (may Allah bless him and his
descendants) was that when fighting became fierce and people began to loose ground he
would send forward members of his family and through them protect his companions
from the attacks of swords and spears. In this way ~Ubaydah ibn al-Harith was killed on
the day of Badr Hamzah (bn "~ Abd al-Muttalib) on the day of Uhud and Ja'far bn Abi
Talib) on the day of Mu'tah. One more person whom I can name if I wish desired to seek
martyrdom as they did; but their deaths approached while his death had not yet

approached

How strange it is that I am being grouped with him who never evinced briskness of pace
like me nor had he to his credit any achievement like mine unless he claims something of
which I do not know and which I think Allah too does not know. In any case all praise

belongs to Allah
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As regards your request to hand over to you the murderers of ~Uthman I have thought
over this matter and I do not find their handing over to you or to someone else possible
for me. By my life if you do not give up your wrong ways and disruptive acts you will surely
know them. They will shortly be seeking you and will not give you the trouble of seeking
them in land sea mountains or plain. But this search will be painful for you and their visit

Wwill not give you happiness. Peace be on those who deserve it

In Arabic
(M\ d.:l.c 4 ul:f )

4 5lxe I

- -

(Dol (0) G52l T5 ¢ (F) DAl 65 0 (1) Jf\éﬁll%\jié}c(\’)(Q}i.gj\l%\}f.ijc(\)\i}éi Fasls ‘Eggjééuigésl3§

00w oDy e P50 Q) 65 58 A S W) B W55 eosdl 56 E 138515 < () 25 e I ) Usdkdls

-

i

_ Az K

54 4553 485 0578 31 Al il 48 (5 e 3l 38 e gl (5 (JB U1 08 ol LSS 2 U1 SOy a3
oAl oK JEN e

-
s
~ 0

O1) 2 52 1 ol gy S50 s (81 635 Gl sl 0 01) Gl 5021 5] T3 e it om0 0,25 01875
S Jo et 5 38 55500, 0 () 658 3 skt U s 83 s o i o g e G L
325 130 O09) dd gas dd 3 G5k Som 3 L300 Lnetd SIET dimnc 082 101 2T (05 ost 380 G 150

s IS e o dasdiy g 5195 85TV G e o BT gty 09) 35T S Y I 00) s

p: A


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Page icic of wwq Ghaemiyeh center of computerized researches www.Ghaemiyeh.com In Persian

igﬁjgégzsj;‘éﬁégg‘&;&é;&;ésdggﬁ(;Iéc{:ﬁ\|L3$;E;§¢¢<§;3Lézﬁi§ésg@duuuig

S Jan 5 g 5 Y5 5 o il SIS N STl 18 3 045,58 OW) oS35 K8 5 O)
AR ELal G S22 00) 555 dlis s o522

NN

In Persian
4 gles @

b adoy 5SS 1) (o) Ol by dital s oo oo 351 e OIS 5lis 5 (0) el Szl 5 oo 3 la  sais sLidl
,c.u;;;,uu;\\,u:j;j.u;,c,umr\?.;mgwm\?w%ﬁjm.ubfﬁjmm:i.u\al,@l,;ﬂmj
WLMJ;:;,}\&?‘J;;TL;6!j,‘,u;;,,,_u,xglw6u°,§¢>;m@1,u}¢4_:s¥Trﬁg¢~;z>”w;\{
e B 5o laly il g oly cpl 53 Lo go s 5L o oo 5115 OUT - g 6ol o) s sty Lo oS ol
S35 b L 5 Ollgley on alows & b g Loy 515 55T (oo Olesl 4 2 33130 Kos 087 (o gl 35 Dlislis 5
(02) el ool 55T oo psmed Olios 52T o il &Ko (23T o o s gy Ol 55 5 o Cylem 0L ald 5 08
oyl o odas aSlar (sl b Lad Un 035 5 ba judiads 35w Sl 1y loloeesl clgsT alows a0 U sl 3 o iy 1) 355 S
QUT‘())}TLSA‘)QL&.AUV.LA‘?LSA;‘S.UJ}{v.h@M.J%J;Wcﬁy)bj@}cb‘)bo}&}c).b'&?JJ
S0 Gl b 4 OLES o 5 cdley 0055 45 59 i sk Lal 53 S Ao pdad Olgd O g inils s &S
1y (oS el A D e 5 Ol 53 sl o Sle 5 0395 B iy (o O 45 0315 1§ S Sian [0 &5 LK S,
|,|4>~J\>,M:‘Mm,‘,,u\u\srsdﬁw,ﬁu6,,\,,!yaséuwwﬁ‘xskﬁwﬁpmaﬂ

o Sl

p: 14


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Page €0 of wwq Ghaemiyeh center of computerized researches www.Ghaemiyeh.com Footnote

,@;;;QTQ,.&,&cpufl),:‘g\,owpgwsu@Ml);yj\&;iwu:p@\ﬁ};ﬁwwm;m&mu;m‘
LT 255 % s 46,85 5 (a1 e8 5l s Sles i Ol A8 s ip )5 5 12 L 5 15 LgiT 03w 015 o5 il
395y 0lEs ST Iuy Cusjl s 505 s bys s Sit 1o b las Cun ply 5 ST Sl oy 5 45 L ol
JA\J,{U);}@;U\.M}A;Jb&f\,jow)g)j‘u@‘ﬁQL;;L:S&\.&.:&TjQUT‘_gﬁ.;_wq-)afl}uS,\N

OT
Footnote

When the Messenger of Allah (may Allah bless him and his descendants) was. (1)
commanded by Allah) to call people to (believe in) the Unity of Allah the powers of
unbelief and disobedience stood up to block the way of Truthfulness and the tribes of
Quraysh decided to quell this voice through pressure and force. The love of their idols was
so staunch in the hearts of these unbelievers that they were not prepared to hear a single
word against them. The idea of one God was enough to rouse their passions. In addition
they were made to hear such epithets about their gods that gave them no better position
than lifeless stones. When they saw their principles and beliefs in danger they prepared
themselves to trouble the Prophet and got ready to try every means to that end. They
adopted such pain-inflicting devices @against the Prophet) that it was impossible for him to
step out of his house. Those who had accepted Islam in this period too had to face
continuous tribulations. For example these adherents of belief were often laid prostrate
on the ground under the sun and beaten with straps and stones till they lost their senses.
When the atrocities of the Quraysh rose to this extent the Prophet permitted them to
leave Mecca and immigrate towards Abyssinia in the fifth year of his call to Prophethood.
The Quraysh followed them there as well but the ruler of Abyssinia refused to hand them

.over to them and by his fairness and justice did not allow any trouble to befall them
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On the other side the Prophet's preaching was continuing and the magnetism and
influence of Truth was producing its effect. People were impressed by his teachings and
personality and coming into his fold as a result of which the Quraysh felt much perturbed
and tried to stop this increasing influence and power. When they could not do anything
they decided to sever all connections with Banu Hashim and Banu " Abd al-Mut-talib to
have no social contacts with them and to have no transactions with them so that they
might be forced to give up supporting the Prophet and then they would deal with him as
they wished. Consequently they concluded a mutual agreement about it and a document
was written on the subject and kept in deposit. After this agreement although the locality
was the same and the inhabitants too were the same yet for Banu Hashim every nook
and corner became strange and well-known faces turned as if they had never known
each other. All of them turned their faces and stopped mutual meeting and contacts. In
these circumstances there was also apprehension that the Prophet might be attacked
suddenly in a valley outside the city. For this reason they were forced to take refuge in a
place called "shi’ b (quarter) of Abi Talib." At this stage those Banu Hashim who had not
yet accepted Islam shared these privations on account of lineal unity and offered defence
at the hour of need while those who had accepted Islam like Hamzah and Abu Talib were
active in protecting the Prophet by way of a religious obligation. In particular Abu Talib
had given up all his personal ease and comfort. He spent his days in consoling the Prophet
and his nights in changing his bed in this way that if the Prophet used a bed one night the
next night "~ Ali was made to sleep in it so that in case someone attacked then " Ali should

suffer the brunt
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This was a period of great privation and trouble for Banu Hasim. If they could get leaves
of trees to eat that was enough otherwise they had to starve. After the lapse of three
years in these hardships Zuhayr ibn Abi Umayyah (whose mother was " Atikah bint " Abd
al-Muttalib) Hisham. ibn “Amr ibn Rabi "ah who had family relationship with Banu
Hashim through his mother) al-Mut'im ibn " Adi ibn Nawfal ibn * Abd Manaf Abu'l-Bakhtari
al-"As ibn Hisham ibn al-Mughirah and Zama'ah ibn al-Aswad ibn al-Muttalib proposed
that this agreement should be abrogated. For a discussion of this issue the Chiefs among
the Quraysh assembled in the Ka'bah. No decision has yet been taken when Abu Talib
also came out of the Valley and joined them. He said to them My nephew Muhammad has
told me that the paper on which this agreement was written has been eaten by white-
ants and nothing in it has remained save the name of Allah. So, you should send for the
document and see it. If he is correct then you should give up animosity to him; and if he is
wrong I am ready to hand him over to you. Consequently the document was sent for and
seen. It was a fact that except the words "with Your name O' my Allah" which was written
on the top of all documents in those days the rest of it had been eaten away by white-
ants. Seeing this al-Mut'im ibn " Adi tore off the writing and thus this agreement was
abrogated. At last Banu Hashim got rid of the life of oppression and helplessness; but
even after this there was no change in the unbelievers' behaviour towards the Prophet;
rather they were so keen in their enmity and malice against him that they started thinking
of taking his life as a consequence of which the great event of hijrah immigration of the
Holy Prophet from Mecca to Medina) took place. Although on this occasion Abu Talib was
no longer alive " Ali represented him by lying down on the Prophet's bed because it was
the lesson taught by Abu Talib through which he managed to protect the Holy Prophet's

life
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Although these events were not unknown to Mu”awiyah yet by recounting to him the
deeds of his precedessors the intention was to awaken his malicious spirit. Therefore his
attention has been drawn to the hardships inflicted ©on the Holy Prophet and his
adherents) by the Quraysh and especially Banu *“Abd Shams so that he might see the
conduct of each of the followers of truth and the followers of wrong and realize whether

he himself was treading on the right path or just following his forefathers

LETTER .

In English
To Mu'awiyah

What will you do when the coverings of this world in which you are wrapped are removed
from you. The world attracted you with its embellishment and deceived you with its
pleasure. It called you and you responded to it. It led you and you followed it. It
commanded you and you obeyed it. Shortly an informer will inform you of things against
which there will be no shield to protect you). Therefore keep off from this affair take
heed of the accounting on the Day of Judgement) get ready for death that will soon
overtake you and do not give your ears to those who have gone astray. If you do not do
so I shall recall to you whatever you have forgotten because you are a man living in ease
and luxury. () Satan has taken you in his clutches has secured his wishes in you and has

taken complete control of you like your soul and blood
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O' Mu'awiyah when were you all protectors of the ruled and guardians of the affairs of
the people? Without any forward step or conspicuous distinction? We seek Allah's
protection against the befalling of previous misfortunes and I warn you lest you continue

being deceived by desires and your appearance becomes different from your innerself

You have called me to war. Better to leave the people on one side come out to me and
spare both the parties from fighting so that it may be known who of us has a rusted heart
and covered eyes. I am Abu'l-Hasan who killed your granfather (v) your brother () and
your uncle (r) by cutting them to pieces on the day of Badr. The same sword is with me
and I meet my adversary with the same heart. I have not altered the religion nor put up
any new prophet. I am surely treading) on that very highway which you had willingly
foresaken (in the beginning) and then adopted per force. You think you have come out
seeking to revenge 'Uthman's blood. Certainly you know how 'Uthman's blood was shed.
If you want to avenge it avenge it there. It is as though I see that when war is cutting you
with its teeth you cry like camels crying under a heavy load. And it is as though I see your
party bewildered by the incessant striking of swords occurrence of death and falling of
bodies after bodies calling me towards the Qur'an () although they would themselves be
either unbelievers deniers of truth or breakers of allegiance after swearing it. or it is an
information through knowledge of the unknown (ilmu'l -ghayb) which is too most
significant and wonderful. However, both cases are in the state of extreme significance

.and wonderfulness
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Ibn Abi'l-Hadid has further quoted the same prophecy from other letters of Amir al-
(mu'minin to Mu'awiyah. (Sharh Nahj al-balaghah vol.\o pp Ar-as

This prophecy cannot be attributed to imagination guessing or the drawing of inference
from events nor can these details be ascertained by wit or far-reaching intelligence. Only
he can disclose them whose source of information is either the Prophet's own revelation-

bearing tongue or Divine inspiration

In Arabic
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Footnote

:This is in reference to the verse .(1)

We sent no warner into any city except its man who lived at ease
said We disbelieve in the Message you have been sent with
.Qur'an ve:xe)

Utbah ibn Rabi'ah .('v)

Hanzalah ibn Abi Sufyan .¢+)

al-Walid ibn 'Utbah .(¢)

This prophecy of Amir al-mu'minin is about the battle of Siffin. Herein he has depicted .(®)
the whole picture in very few words. Thus on one side Mu'awiyah was bewildered on
account of the attacks of the Iragis and was thinking to run away and on the other his
army was crying under the constant onslaught of death and eventually when there was
no way of escape they raised the Qur'an on spears and shouted for peace. By this device

the remaining persons saved their lives

This prophecy" as Ibn Abi'l-Hadid al-Mu'tazili says is either true prophetic keen eye of"
LAmir al-mu'minin which is really a significant power
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INSTRUCTION 1\

In English

Given to the contingent sent to
(confront the enemy.q

When you proceed towards the enemy or he proceeds towards you the position of your
force should be on the approaches high ground or on the edges of mountains or the
bends of rivers so that it may serve you as a help and a place to return to. Your encounter
should be from one side or two sides. Place watchers on the peaks of mountains and the
raised sides of the high ground so that the enemy may not approach you from any place
whether of danger or safety. And know that the vanguard of an army serves as their eyes
and the eyes of the vanguard are their informers. Beware of dispersal. When you halt do
so together and when you move you should move together. When night comes fix your

spears in a circle and do not sleep except for dosing or napping

In Arabic
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Footnote

When Amir al-mu'minin put Ziyad ibn an-Nadr al-Harithi and Shurayh ibn Hani al- . (1)
Harithi in command of contingents of eight thousand and four thousand strong at the
camp of an-Nukhaylah and ordered them to advance towards Syria @sh-Sham) some
dispute arose between them about their ranks of which they apprised Amir al-mu'minin
and wrote letters of complaints about each other. In reply Amir al-mu'minin wrote to
them that when they marched jointly the command of the whole force would be with
Ziyad ibn an-Nadr al-Harithi and when they marched separately each would be in

command of the force over which he had been placed

In this letter Amir al-mu'minin also wrote for them certain instructions. Here as-Sayyid
ar-Radi has taken down only the portion containing the instructions. These instructions
are not only useful as concerns the strategies of fighting of those days but their utility and
importance in bringing out the principles of fighting in these days also is undeniable.
These instructions are that at the time of encounter with the enemy the forces should be
encamped on the tops of mountains and turns of rivers because in this way the low areas
of the rivers would serve as trenches and the peaks of mountains as the walls of the
fortress and thus it would be possible to feel secure and face the enemy from the other
side. Secondly that tile attack should be from one side or at the most from two sides
because by distribution of the entire force on several fronts weakness would inevitably
arise. Thirdly that the watchers should be put in position on the tops of high ground and
the peaks of mountains so that they may give warning before the attack. Sometimes it
happens that instead of attacking from the expected side the enemy attacks from a
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different side. Therefore if watchers are in position in high places they will detect the
.enemy from the cloud of dust seen from a distance
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To clarify the useful aspect of these instructions Ibn Ahi'l-Hadid has recorded (n vol.yo
p.ay) a historical incident that when Qahtabah «bn Shabib at-Ta'i) encamped in a village
after leaving Khurasan he and Khalid ibn Barmak went and sat on the top of a nearby hill.
No sooner had they sat down than Khalid noticed flocks of deer coming running from the
forest. On seeing this he said to Qahtabah "O' commander get up and announce to the
army that they should at once fall in line and takeup arms." Hearing this Qahtabah was
startled and stood up but looking hither and thither said "I do not see the enemy's men
anywhere." He replied "O' Amir this is not the time that should be lost in conversation. You
see these deer which are proceeding towards the people leaving their abodes. This
means that the army of the enemy is marching from their rear." Consequently he ordered
his army to get ready. As soon as the army got ready the noise of horses' hoofs was
heard and within moments the enemy was on them. Since they had prepared themselves
for defence in time they defended themselves against the enemy thoroughly. Now if ( yva

(

Khalid had not been at such a height and had not acted with such sagacity the enemy
would have attacked them unawares and annihilated them. Fourthhly that the
reconnaissance should be spread here and there so that they can be aware of the
movements and intentions of the enemy and thereby foil his plans. Fifthly that when the
army camps it should camp together and when it moves it should move together so that
the enemy does not attack you in a state of dispersal and overpower you easily. Sixthly
that at night the guard should be formed by fixing spears in a circle in the ground so that if
the enemy attacks in the night it is possible to prepare for defence by taking up arms at
once and if the enemy showers arrows that too can be defied. Seventhly that deep sleep
should be avoided lest you remain unaware of the enemy's approach and he succeed in

attacking you before you get ready
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INSTRUCTION \Y
In English

Given to Ma'qil ibn Qays ar-Riyahi when he was dispatched to Syria at the head of a
vanguard contingent three thousand strong

Fear Allah before Whom attendance is inevitable and with other than Whom there is no
meeting. Do not fight except with those who fight you. Travel in the two cool periods (.e.
morning and evening). Let the men have a midday sleep. March easily and do not travel
during the early night for Allah has made it for resting and has ordained it for staying nor
for journeying. Therefore give rest to your body in the night and let your carrier-
beastsalso rest. When you are sure that morning has appeared and whendawn has
dawned commence your journey with Allah's blessings. If and when you face the enemy
stand in the midst of your comrades. Do not get too near the foe like one who wants to
commence the fighting nor remain too distant like one who is afraid of action till you
receive my orders. Hatred for them should not lead you to fight before inviting them o

guidance) and exhausting your pleas before them

In Arabic
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In English

To two of the officers in his army

I have placed Malik (1) ibn al-Harith al-Ashtar in command over you and over all those
under you. Therefore follow his commands and take him as the armour and shield for
yourselves because he is one of those from whom I have no fear of weakness nor any
mistake nor laziness where haste is more appropriate nor haste where slackness is

expected of him

In Arabic
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Footnote

When Amir al-mu'minin sent a vanguard contingent twelve thousand strong under . (1)
Ziyad ibn an-Nadr al-Harithi and Shurayh ibn Ham al-Harithi to Syria on the way near Sur
ar-Rum they encountered with Abu'l-A'war (Amr ibn Sulayman) as-Sulami who was
camping there with a contingent of the Syrians. Both of them informed Amir al-mu'minin
of this through al-Harith ibn Jumhan al-Ju'fi whereupon he sent Malik ibn al-Harith al-
Ashtar as the Officer-in-command and wrote this letter to inform them. The brief but
comprehensive words in which Amir al-mu'minin has mentioned Malik al-Ashtar in this
letter gives an indication of his intelligence sagacity courage daring expanse and

Vversatility in the art of war and his personal greatness and importance
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INSTRUCTION \¥

In English

(Given to the army before the encounter with the enemy at Siffin (v

Do not fight them unless they initiate the fighting because by the grace of Allah you are in
the right and to leave them till they begin fighting will be another point from your side
against them. If by the will of Allah the enemy is defeated then do not kill the runner away
do not strike a helpless person do not finish off the wounded and do not inflict pain on
women even thoughthey may attack your honour with filthy words and abuse your
officers because they are weak in character mind and intelligence. We have been ordered
to desist from them although they may beunbelievers. Even in pre-Islamic @l-jdhiliyyah)
period if a man struck a woman with a stone or a stick he was rebuked along with his

pposteriors after him

In Arabic
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Footnote

The responsibility for the war and fighting that took place between Amir al-mu'minin .(v)
and Mu'awiyah lies solely on Mu'awiyah because he brought about the war by laying the
wrong blame for 'Uthman's blood on Amir al-mu'minin although the real facts about the
causes of 'Uthman'’s killing and by whom he was killed were not unknown to him. But since
there was no way for him to achieve his end save by creating an occasion for war he
entered into war to retain his authority which was evidently offensive and which cannot
by any means be considered as permissible because revolt and rebellion against the
rightful Imam is unlawful according to the general consensus of Muslims. Thus Abu

:Zakariyya Yahya ibn Sharaf an-Nawawi 1/ y¥r—svs yvy) writes

Do not fight against those in authority in matters of governance nor raise objections
against them except when you observe them committing things which you know are
definitely against Islam. If you see them doing such things regard it bad for them and
speak the truth wherever you may be but rising against them or fighting is prohibited by
the consensus of Muslims. (Sharh Sahih Muslim vol.y p.1vs. In agreement with this view
see also al-Qadi Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn at-Tayyib al-Bagqillani [vrA4s. - f:¥11v] the
Ash'arite great scholar in at- Tamhid p.\a¢; and Sa'du'd-Din Mas'ud ibn 'Umar at-

(Taftazani [vyy/yv1y - vav/yra. | in Sharh al-Maqasid vol.y p.yvy

:‘Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-Karim ash- Shahrastani writes

Whoever rises against the true Imam by the unanimity of opinion of the (Muslim)
community is known as a Kharijite the deviator. The same is the case of rising during the
days of the companions against the rightful Imams or even after them against those who

(followed them in virtue. @l-Milal wa'n-nihal vol.y p.yy¢
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There is no doubt that Mu'awiyah's action was the result of uprising and revolt and to
take up arms for the purpose of stopping the advance of the one who revolts is not to be
regarded as being against any code of peacefulness or peace-loving. Rather it is a natural
right of the oppressed; and if he is deprived of this right then there will remain no way of
preventing oppression and tyranny or of safeguarding rights in the world. That is why

Allah has permitted taking up arms against rebels. Thus Allah says

And if two parties of the believers fall into a quarrel @mong themselves) restore ye peace
between them two; but if one of the two transgresseth against the other then) fight ye
@ll against) that which transgresseth until it complieth with the command of Allah; and if it
complieth then restore ye peace between the two with justice and act ye justly; Verily

(Allah loveth the just ones. (Qur'an ra:4

It was the first plea to which Amir al-mu'minin pointed out by saying By the Grace of Allah
you are in the right, but even after exhaustion of this plea he prevented his army from
taking the initiative in fighting because he wished that the initiative should not be from his
side and that he should take up the sword only in defence. Consequently when all his
effort for peace and tranquility proved futile and the enemy took the step towards war
this was the second argument in their favour after which Amir al-mu'minin could not be
blamed for getting ready to fight nor accused of aggressive action. It was rather an
obligation to stop oppression and tyranny that he had to discharge and which Allah has

permitted in plain words. Thus Allah's command is that
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And fight in the cause of Allah @gainst) those who fight you but be not aggressive; for
verily Allah loveth not the aggressors. (Qu'an v:\a.

Besides fighting against Amir al-mu'minin means fighting against the Prophet as the
Prophet's saying: "O' 'Ali your peace is my peace and your war is my war" {Ibn al-
Maghazili al-Managqib p.s; Ibn Abi'l-Hadid vol.\a p.vf). In this way whatever punishment
should be for fighting against the Prophet should be for fighting against Amir al-mu'minin.
For him who wages war against the Prophet Allah has laid down the following

Jpunishment

To recompense of those who war against Allah and His Apostle and strive in the land
spreading mischief therein) is only that they be slain or crucified or their hands and their
feet should be cut off from

(YA?)

the opposite sides or be banished from the land; This for them shall be the disgrace in this
world and for them in the hereafter shall be a great torment. (Qur'an a:»v

Apart from this the instructions that Amir al-mu'minin issued in connection with the war
namely that no runner away or wounded should be molested are so high from the moral
point of view that they can be regarded as a sublime specimen of moral values and the
high standard of Islamic fighting. Then these instructions were not confined to mere
words but Amir al-mu'minin followed them to the letter and ordered others also to follow
them strictly. He did not on any occasion tolerate the chasing of a runner away attack the
helpless or molest women in fact on the battlefield of Jamal where the command of the
opposite force was with a woman he did not change his principle. After the defeat and
vanquishment of the foe he gave proof of his high character and sent 'A'ishah to Medina
under guard. Had there been someone other than Amir al-mu'minin he would have
proposed the same punishment as that which ought to be awarded for such a step! Thus

:Ibn Abi'l-Hadid has written
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What she did with Amir al-mu'minin if she had done the same with (Caliph) 'Umar and had
spread rebellion against him among the people he would after securing victory over her
have killed her and cut her into pieces but Amir al-mu'minin was very fore-bearing and

(large-hearted .(Sharh Nahj al-balaghah vol.\v p.vof

INVOCATION \d

In English

Made by Amir al-mu'minin when he used to face the enemy

O'my Allah! hearts are getting drawn to You necks are stretching (towards You) eyes are
fixed on You) steps are in motion and bodies have turned lean. O' my Allah! hidden
animosity has become manifest and the pots of malice are boiling

O' my Allah! we complain to You of the absence of our Prophet the numerousness of our
.enemy and the diffusion of our passions

Our Lord! Decide between us and between our people with truth and You are the Best of
(Deciders. (Qur'an v:Aa

In Arabic
CM‘ 4:.19 4Jcles o8
s 3l 8 13] s Ol ads 017

055G #5236 gl S0 (0 cemalls @S0 S Sl can iy GBI 0dds S8 () i ) 2l
55 G A1 55) B1AT SE85 (3 6587 iz gl o) S B Gl 63) 0B @) o1z (F) Sdle ¢ (1) TR

(oo @ 5 E315 L a3
In Persian
L 5L s 50

}S'ob)b\.g.a\?)m:}'-jéjd\:.w—\'eu_\Aau\a_bjca.).;_if}}'alf).a4{L@J;}aou\.ﬁ:45‘3)}3'6%4{@!@.\&&})3&@
o 5w LIl i 3 4nS sleSs 5 KT Oley (sla eds Llust (ol 0ls 2Y 5 St 3 b Oy 5 coslys
}Lnu:a”‘)\_?.ﬁ)}ﬁ)C_«w‘a-l_.s‘j{uéuM‘?ﬁ‘d‘}‘ﬁuow.ﬁjéwLAQL:.A))(&)J...A\_&A_(%‘)‘V_;GA

(Soals oo g 3l 5 &S Lo b gysls o= o Olaslaios


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Page ¢¢ of wwq Ghaemiyeh center of computerized researches www.Ghaemiyeh.com INVOCATION 10

p: YA


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Page ¢V of wwq Ghaemiyeh center of computerized researches www.Ghaemiyeh.com INSTRUCTION ¢

INSTRUCTION \#

In English

He used to give to his followers at the time of battle

The retreat after which return is intended and the withdrawal after which attack is in view
should not make you unhappy. Do justice with the swords @llow your swords to do their
duties). Keep ready a place for the falling of bodies of your foe) ; prepare yourselves for
hurling strong spears and striking swords with full force and keep your voices down as

that keeps off cowardice

By Him Who broke open the seed (for growing) and created living beings they had not
accepted Islam but they had secured safety (by verbally professing it) and had hidden
their misbelief. Consequently when they found helpers for their misbelief they disclosed it

In Arabic
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LETTER\Y

In English

dnreply to a letter from Mu'awiyah.q

As for your demand to me to (hand over) Syria I cannot give you today what I denied you
yesterday. As regards your saying that the war has eaten up Arabia save its last breath
you should know that he whom right has eaten up goes to Paradise and he whom wrong
has eaten up goes to Hell. As for our equality in ¢he art of) war and in (numbers of) men
certainly you cannot be more penetrating in doubtfulness (of belief) than I am in certainty
of belief) and the people of Syria are not more greedy for this world than the people of

Iraq are for the next world

As for your saying that both of us are sons of 'Abd Manaf it is no doubt so but Umayyah
cannot be like Hashim nor Harb like Abd al-Muttalib nor can Abu Sufyan be like Abu Talib.
The muhajir immigrant) cannot be a match for him who was set free (on the day of fall of
Mecca) nor can one of pure descent be a match for him who has been adopted nor the
pursuer of truth be a match of the adherent to wrong nor a believer be a match for a
hypocrite. How bad are the successors who go on following their predecessors who have

fallen in the fire of Hell

Besides that we also have the distinction of prophethood among us by virtue of which we
subdued the strong and raised up the down-trodden. When Allah made Arabia enter the
fold of) His religion and the people submitted to it willingly or unwillingly you were among
those who entered the religion either from greed or from fear at a time when those who
had gone first had preceded and the first muhajirun had acquired their (peculiar)
distinction. Now do not allow Satan have a share with you nor let him have his sway over

you; and that is an end to the matter
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Footnote

During the battle of Siffin Mu'awiyah thought of again demanding the province of Syria .()
from Amir al-mu'minin and to play such a trick as to succeed in his designs. In this
connection he consulted 'Amr ibn al-'As. But the latter did not agree with this idea and said
O' Mu'awiyah, think a little, what effect will this writing of yours have on 'Ali? How can he
fall in this trap by your persuasion. On this Mu'awiyah said We are all descendants of 'Abd
Manaf. What difference is there between 'Ali and me that he may score over me and I
may not succeed in deceiving him? 'Amr ibn al-'As said If you think so, then write and see
(the outcome). Mu'awiyah therefore wrote a letter to Amir al-mu'minin wherein he made
a demand for Syria and also wrote: "We are descendants of 'Abd Manaf. There is no
distinction of one over the other among us." Then Amir al-mu'minin wrote this letter in
reply and mentioning his own predecessors along with those of Mu'awiyah disproved his
contention of equality. Although the origin of both was the same and the paternal chain of
both joined at 'Abd Manaf the progeny of 'Abd Shams was the source of all evil in morality
and character and was involved in heresy and vice whereas the house of Hashim was the
worshipper of one God and kept aloof from idolatory. If the branches growing out of the
same root bear both flowers as well as thorns then both cannot be deemed equal.
Consequently it does not need any detailed explanation to show that Umayyah and
Hashim Harb and 'Abd al-Muttalib and Abu Sufyan and Abu Talib were not match of each
other from any angle. This is not denied by any historian nor by any biographer. In fact
after this reply even Mu'awiyah did not dare refute it because the fact could be concealed
that after 'Abd Manaf it was Hashim alone who possessed conspicuous prestige among
the Quraysh and the most important positions with relation to the Ka'bah namely sigayah
(i.e. the superintendence of the water-supply especially with a veiw to the needs of
pilgrims) and rifadah (provisioning of pilgrims) was assigned to him. As such at the time of
hajj caravan after caravan used to come and stay with him and he was such a generous
host to them that those who partook of his generosity and benevolence would praise him

for long thereafter
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The worthy son of this very large-hearted and courageous father was 'Abd al-Muttalib
whose name was Shaybah and surname was Sayyidu'l-Batha' (the Chief of the Valley of
Mecca). He was the successor to the distinction of Abraham's line and owner of the
greatness and chiefdom of Quraysh. The high courage and far-sightedness showed by
him before Abraham is a shining star of the family of 'Abd Manaf 'Abd Manaf was a pearl

.and 'Abd al-Muttalib was the lustre of the pearl

Abd al-Muttalib's son was Ahu Talib whose lap served as the cradle for 'Abdullah's orphan’
child and the training place of the Prophet. He brought up the Prophet in his care and
shielded him against his enemies. To compare Abu Sufyan Harb and Umayyah with them
or to regard them as their matches is the same as to close one's eyes to the lustre of light

and toregard it as darkness

After recounting this geneological difference the next point of distinction that Amir al-
mu'minin has described is that he himself is a muhajir immigrant from Mecca) while
Mu'awiyah is a taliq (.e. one of those whom the Prophet had spared on the day of fall of
Mecca). Therefore when the Prophet entered Mecca victorious he enquired from the
Quraysh how they thought he would deal with them and all said that being a generous
son of a generous father they expected only good from him whereupon the Prophet said
Go away, you have all been spared. That is you did deserve to be detained as slaves but
as a mark of obligation you have been left free. These spared ones included Mu'awiyah
and Abu Sufyan also. Thus Ibn Abi'l-Hadid and ash-Shaykh Muhammad 'Abduh have
recorded the following note in their annotations to this letter "Abu Sufyan and Mu'awiyah

(both were among the spared ones." dbn Abi'l-Hadid vol.\v p.y14;'Abduh vol.yv p.yv
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The third point of distinction is that Amir al-mu'minin’s lineage is pure and clear and there
is no doubtful point anywhere. As against this for Mu'awiyah he has used to the word
"lasiq". Men of letters have given lasiq to mean "One who is attributed to other than his
father." In this connection the first doubt that is entertained about Umayyah is whether
he was the son of 'Abd Shams or only his slave who began to be known as his son
because of having been brought up by him. Thus al-'Allamah al-Majlisi has related from

Kamil al-Baha'i that

Umayyah was a Byzantinian slave of 'Abd Shams. When he found him intelligent and
sagacious he freed him and adopted him as hisson as a result of which he began to be
called Umayyah son of 'Abd Shams as Zayd dbn al-Harithah) was called Zayd ibn
Muhammad before the verse was revealed o prohibit it).(Bihar al-anwar st ed. vola

(P.¥AY

The second doubt in the Umayyad lineage is whether Harb who is known as the son of
Umayyah was really his son or a slave brought up by him. In this connection Ibn Abi'l-
:Hadid has quoted from Abu'l-Faraj al-Isbahani's book that

Mu'awiyah enquired from the lineage expert Daghfal dbn Hanzalah) whether he had
seen 'Abd al-Muttalib and he replied in the affirmative He further enquired how he found
him and Daghfal replied He was prestigious, handsome and a man of open forehead,
while his face bore the brightness of Prophethood. Then Mu'awiyah enquired whether he
had seen Umayyah ibn 'Abd Shams also and he replied that he had seen him too. He
enquired how he found him and he replied Weak bodied, bent stature and blind in the
eyes. In front of him was his slave Dhakwan who led here and there. Mu'awiyah said it
was his son Abu 'Amr (Harb) whereupon he said You say so but the Quraysh only know

(that he was his slave. @l-Aghani vol.\ p.\y; Sharh Nahj al-balaghah vol.yv pp.y¥y-yry
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In this connection the third doubt is about Mu'awiyah himself. Thus Ibn Abi'l-Hadid has
written that

Mu'awiyah's mother Hind led a life of vileness and immorality. az-Zamakhshari (Abu'l-
/Qasim Mahmud ibn 'Umar [fsv/1 va- o¥A

has written in his book Rabi'u 'l-abrar that Mu'awiyah's parentage was traced back ([yyff
to four persons who were: Musafir ibn

Abi 'Amr 'Umarah ibn al-Walid ibn al-Mughirah al-'Abbas ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib and as-
(Sabbah @ singer for 'Umarah). (Sharh Nahj al-balaghah vol.y p»v¢

The fourth point of distinction that Amir al-mu'minin has stated is that he himself was the
devotee of right while Mu'awiyah was the devotee of wrong and this fact needs no proof
for the whole life of Mu'awiyah was spent in suppressing right and hankering after wrong.

No where is his step seen advancing towards right

The fifth distinction that Amir al-mu'minin has mentioned is that he himself was a believer
whereas Mu'awiyah was a mischief-monger and a hypocrite. Just as there can be no
doubt about Amir al-mu'minin's belief there can be no doubt about Muawiyah's
mischief-mongering and hypocricy. Thus Amir al-mu'minin has exposed his hypocricy in

the earlier writing in these words

These people had not accepted Islam but they had secured safety by verbally professing
it and had hidden their misbelief. Consequently when they found helpers for their mischief
they disclosed it

LETTER A

In English

To “Abdullah ibn al- * Abbas his Governor of Basrah

You should know that Basrah is the place where Satan descends and mischiefs happen.
Keep the people of this place pleased with good treatment and remove the knots of fear
from their hearts

p:¥fo
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I have come to know of your strictness with Banu Tamim () and your harshness over
them. Banu Tamim are those that if one star sets another one rises for them. They were
never exceeded in (the art of) war in pre-Islamic times or after Islam. They have a special
kinship with us and a particular relationship. We shall be rewarded if we pay heed to the
kinship and be deemed sinful if we disregard it. O' Abu'l-" Abbas may Allah have mercy on
you. keep yourself restrained in whatever you say or do good or bad about your people as
we are both partners in this (responsibility). Prove yourself according to my good
impressions about you and do not prove my opinion @bout you) wrong; and that is an end

to the matter
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Footnote

When Talhah and az-Zubayr reached Basrah it was Banu Tamim who took active part .(1)
in the movement to avenge " Uthman's blood and werc foremost in fanning this mischief.
Therefore when " Abdullah ibn al-Abbas took over as the Governor of Basrah in view of
their breach of faith and animosity he thought they deserved harsh treatment and was to
some extent severe with them. But in this tribe there were also a few sincere followers of
Amir al-mu'minin. When they saw this behaviour of Ibn 'Abbas with their tribe they sent a
letter to Amir al-mu'minin through Jariyah ibn Qadamah wherein they complained of Ibn
'Abbas's harsh treatment. Thereupon Amir al-mu'minin wrote this letter to Ibn 'Abbas in
which he instructed him to change his ways and to behave well with them and has drawn
his attention to the kinship existing between Banu Hashim and Banu Tamim. That kinship
was this that Banu Hashim and Banu Tamim join the lineal line at Ilyas ibn Mudar because
Hashim is the descendant of Mudrikah ibn Ilyas while Tamim is the descendant of

.-Tabikhah ibn Ilyas

LETTER \}

In English

To one of his officers

Now the cultivators (1) dahagin plural of dihgan) of your city have complained of your
strictness hard heartedness humiliating treatment and harshness. I thought over it and
found that since they are unbelievers they cannot be brought near nor kept away or
treated severely because of the pledge with them. Behave with them in between
strictness and softness and adopt for them a mingling or remoteness and aloofness with

nearness and closeness if Allah so wills
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In Arabic
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Footnote

These people were Magians (majus). That is why the treatment of Amir al-mu'minin's .(\)
officer with them was not the same as with Muslims. Disgusted with this they wrote a
letter of complaint to Amir al-mu'minin and spoke of the Officer's harshness. In reply Amir
al-mu'minin wrote to his officer that he should meet out treatment to them in which there
should be neither harshness nor such leniency which they may exploit to create mischief
because if they are let loose they get involved in machinations against the government
and disturb the country's administration by creating one mischief or the other while a
wholly repressive policy cannot be justified because they are counted among the

Subjects and their rights as such cannot be ignored
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LETTERY.

In English

To Ziyad ibn Abih (son of his [unknown] father) when 'Abdullah ibn al-'Abbas was the
Governor of Basrah the suburbs of Ahwaz Fars and Kirman while Ziyad was his deputy in
Basrah

I truthfully swear by Allah that if I come to know that you have misappropriated the funds
of the Muslims small or big I shall inflict upon you such punishment which will leave you
.empty handed heavy backed and humiliated; and that is an end to the matter

In Arabic
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LETTERY?

In English

Also to Ziyad

Give up lavishness and be moderate. Every day remember the coming day. Hold back
from the funds what you need and send forward the balance for the day of your need

Do you expect that Allah may give you the reward of the humble while you yourself
remain vain in His view? And do you covet that He may give you the reward of those
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practising charity while you enjoy comforts and deny them to the weak and the widows?
Certainly a man is awarded according as he acts and meets what he has sent forward;

.and that is an end to the matter

p:fa


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Page A\ of wwq Ghaemiyeh center of computerized researches www.Ghaemiyeh.com In Arabic

In Arabic
(M‘ 4.:1.9 4 g\:f X
Lalsls J)

ol 3 (1) Bl 0355 55,555 38 I G oSl il o3l 3 57315 duahs Sl ¢ 18

of deslily Camadll 3255 ¢ (Y) rﬂ SR Edlg :@‘*’3 1 2SN e 300 S35 annal I 2T oS oz BT 1 251

A G B e 2a65 (1) Galal W G 25401 W15 € platdl i ST
In Persian
EUCELSETE

LS o315t 4y s Jlgal 51 ¢ 3l 153 S8 a5l 3 e B 15 a5 wlia 5 5o Ol 5135 81 (S35 wilin @ 35l
23 dads g a1y 0l sl J s )l Al LT 3 iy O 5T 3 Sl s sl b 3L5 5 QIS i s
L’u\_&u\_b‘? 03l g’z‘-"-l el of) o= Jjjcobtdwﬁﬂ@-"muu‘ (HIWY Qé@¢jﬂl.@.lwdTﬂ b Ql_s) 6 o

292

LETTERYY

In English

To “Abdullah ibn al-" Abbas. * Abdullah ibn al-'Abbas used to say Apart from the Prophet's
sayings I did not derive greater benefit from any saying than this one

Let it be known to you that sometimes a man gets pleased at securing a thing which he
was not going to miss at all and gets displeased at missing a thing which he would not in
any case get. Your pleasure should be about what you secure in respect of your next life
and your grief should be for what you miss in respect thereof. Do not be much pleased on
what you secure from this world nor get extremely grieved over what you miss out of it.

.Your worry should be about what is to come after death

p:o:
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In English

Made shortly before his martyrdom when he had been fatally wounded by a blow from
.the sword of (' Abd ar.Rahman) Ibn Muljam (the curse of Allah be upon him

I enjoin upon you as my dying wish not to regard anything by way of partner with Allah
not to disregard the sunnah of Muhammad (may Allah bless him and his descendants)
establish these two pillars and light these two lamps. You will then be free from evil.
Yesterday I was your companion and today I am (ust) a lesson for you while tomorrow I
shall be leaving you. If I survive I shall be the master of my blood o avenge or not to
avenge it) and if I die then death is a promised event. If I forgive it is for me a means of
nearness o Allah) and for you a good act. Therefore do forgive. What! Love you not that

(Allah should forgive you? (Qur'an v¥:vy
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By Allah this sudden death is not an event that I dislike nor is it an accident that I hate. I
am just like a night traveller who reaches the spring (in the morning) or like or seeker who
secures (his aim): And whatever is with Allah is the best for the righteous ones. (Qur'an

(¥:V4A

as-Sayyid ar-Radi says: A part of this utterance has already appeared in the sermons but
it was found necessary to record it again because of some additional matter

In Arabic
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WILL Y¥

In English

Amir al-mu' minin's will as to how his property should be dealt with. He wrote it on return
from Siffin

This is what "Ali ibn Abi Talib the slave of Allah has laid down about his property in
pursuance of seeking Allah's pleasure so that He may by virtue of it give him entry into
Paradise and accord him peace

A part of the same

It will be administered by Hasan ibn "Ali. He will take from it a suitable portion for his
livelihood and spend it on charity. If something happens to Hasan and Husayn survives he
will adminster it after Hasan and deal with it accordingly. In the charitable estate of the
two sons of Fatimah they have the same rights as the all (other) sons of "Ali. I have laid
down the (unctions of) administration of the two sons of Fatimah in order to seek the
pleasure of Allah and nearness to the Messenger of Allah (may Allah bless him and his
descendants) with due regard for his honour and consideration of his kinship. it is
obligatory on him who administers it that he retains the estate as it is and spends the
usufruct as he has been ordered and instructed. He should not sell the seedlings in the
plantations of these villages till the land changes its face by turning them into plants. As
for those of my slave girls who were under me if any one of them has a child or is
pregnant she will be retained for the sake of the child and will form part of his share. If the
child dies and she survives then she is free bondage is removed from her and liberty is

(given to her.(\
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as- Sayyid ar- Radi says: In this will in Amir al-mu' minin's phrase "alla yabi'a min
nakhliha wadiyyatan" the word "wadiyyah" means seedling of date-palm and its plural is
"wadiyy". And his words "hatta tushkila arduha ghirasan" is one of the most eloquent
form of expression and it means that when a number of date plants grow on the land

then he who had seen it before the growth would regard it as a different land

In Arabic
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Footnote

The life of Amir al-mu'minin was that of a labourer or a cultivator. He worked in fields .(\)
of other persons cultivated barren and untilled lands providing means of irrigating them
made them cultivable and planted orchards therein . Since these lands were cultivated by
him they were his Property but he never paid heed to property and declaring them a trust
gave up his proprietorship; but in consideration of the Prophet's kinship he assigned the
management rights of this trust to Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn one after the other.
Yet he did not tolerate any additional rights for them but like other children gave them
merely the right to take from it only for their livelihood while the balance he ordered to be
spent for the common good of the Muslims and for charitable purposes. Thus Ibn Abi'l-

:Hadid writes

Everyone knows that in Medina Yanbu' and Suwaygah Amir al-mu'minin had dug several
springs from under the land and brought under cultivation many barren and uncultivable
lands. Thereafter he gave up rights over them and declared them as trusts for the
Muslims. When he left the world nothing was owned by him. (Sharh Nahj al-balaghah

vol.yo p.afs

INSTRUCTION Y

In English

Amir al-mu'minin used to write to whoever he appointed for the the collection of zakat
.and charities

ash-Sharif says: We have recorded a few portions of it here to show that he always
erected the pillars of right and created examples of justice in all matters small or big
delicate or serious
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Move on with the fear of Allah Who is One and has no partner. Do not frighten any Muslim.
Do not pass over his lands so as to make him feel unhappy. Do not take from him more
than Allah's share in his property. When you go to a tribe you should get down at their
watering place instead of entering their houses. Then proceed towards them with peace
and dignity till you stand among them. Then salute them and do not be remiss in greeting
them then say to them O' servants of Allah, the vicegerent of Allah and His caliph has sent
me to you to collect from you Allah's share in your properties. Is there anything of His

Share in your properties? If so, give it to His vicegerent

If someone among them says "No" then do not repeat the demand. If someone speaks to
you in the affirmative then go with him without frightening him threatening him
pressuring him or oppressing him. Take what he gives you such as gold or silver (coins). If
he has cattle or camels do not enter upon them save with his permission because their
major part is his. Therefore when you get there do not enter upon them like one who has
full control over them or in a violent manner. Do not scare any animal do not tease

.anyone and do not let the owner feel grieved about anyone

Divide the property into two parts and let the owner choose one When he has chosen do
not object to it. Then divide the remaining into two parts and let him choose one and when
he has chosen do not raise any objection.Continue like this till only that much remains
which is enough to satisfy Allah's dues. Then take Allah's due from it. If he disputes your
action allow his views then mix the two (separated) parts and repeat what you had done
before till you take Allah's due from his property. Do not take an old decrepit broken-
limbed sick or unsound animal. Do not entrust the animals or custody) except to one
whom you trust to take care of Muslims' property till he hands it over to their chief who
will distribute it. Do not entrust it to anyone except he who is a well wisher God-fearing
trustworthy and watchful and who is not harsh on Muslims' property nor makes them run
too much nor tires them nor labours them. Then send to us all that you have collected and

we shall deal with it as Allah has ordered
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When your trustee takes over (the animal) tell him that he should not separate the she-
camel from its young and should not milk all its milk because that would affect its young
and also that he should not exert it in riding. In this matter he should behave justly
between it and all its companions. He should allow rest to camels (who are tired) and drive
with ease those whose hoofs have been rubbed off. When you pass a water spring stay
the camels there for drinking and do not take them away from vegetated land to barren
paths. He should allow them rest now and then and give them time near water and grass.
In this way when they reach us by leave of Allah they will be fat with plenty of marrow
and would not be fatigued or distressed. We will then distribute them according to the
(commands of) the Book of Allah and the sunnah of His Prophet (peace be upon him and
his progeny). Certainly this will be a great source of reward for you and a means to secure

guidance if Allah so wills

In Arabic
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In English

Given to one of his officers whom he sent for the collection of zakat and charities

He (Amir al-mu'minin) ordered him to fear Allah in his secret matters and hidden actions
where there is no withess except He and no one watches save He. He also orders him
that whatever he does in obedience to Allah openly should not be different from what he
does secretly. He whose hidden position is not different from his open position and whose
action is not different from his words has discharged his obligation and his worship is

pure

He also ordered him that he should not harass them should not be harsh on them and
should not turn away from them because of superiority of official position over them
because they are brethren in faith and help in the recovery of levies

Certainly you have a fixed share and a known right in this levy and there are other
sharers who are poor weak and starving. We shall discharge your rights. So you should
discharge their rights. If you do not do so you will have the largest number of enemies on
the Day of Judgement. How wretched is the man whose enemies in the view of Allah are
the needy the destitute the beggars the turned away the indebted and (penniless)
travellers. He who treats the trust lightly and indulges in treachery and does not keep
himself and his faith untarnished by it has certainly secured humiliation in this world and
his humiliation and disgrace in the next world will be greater. Surely the greatest
treachery is the treachery against the Muslim community and the most ugly deceit is the

deceit towards the Muslim leaders; and that is an end to the matter
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In English

Given to Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) when Amir al-mu'minin
appointed him as the Governor of Egypt

Behave humbly with the people keep yourself lenient meet them large-heartedly accord
them equal treatment so that the big should not expect injustice from you in their favour
and the low should not be despondent of your justice to them. Allah the Sublime will
certainly question you O' community of His creatures about your actions small or big open
or concealed. If He punishes you it is because you have been oppressive and if He

forgives then it is because He is the Most Generous

Know O' creatures of Allah that the God-fearing have shared the joys of this transient
world as well as the next coming world for they shared with the people of this world in
their worldly matters while their people did not share with them in the matters of the next
world. They lived in this world in the best manner of living and ate the choicest food and
consequently they enjoyed herein all that the people with ease of life enjoyed and
secured from it what the haughty and the vain secured. Then they departed from it after
taking provision enough to take them to the end of their journey and after doing a
profitable transaction. They tasted the pleasure of renouncing the world in this world and
they firmly believed that on the coming day in their next life they would be neighbours of

Allah where their call would not be repulsed nor would their share of pleasure be small
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Therefore O' creatures of Allah be afraid of death and its measures and keep ready all
that is needed for it It will come as a big event and a great affair either as a good in which
there will never be any evil or an evil in which there will never be any good Who is nearer
to Paradise than he who works towards it and who is nearer to Hell than he who works for

it? You are being chased by death. If you stop it will catch you and if you

run away from it it will grip you. It is more attached to you than your reflection. Death is
tied to your fore-locks while the world is being wrapped up from behind you. Therefore
fear the Fire whose hollow is deep whose flames are severe and whose punishment is
novel. It is a place wherein there is no mercy. No call is heard in it. No pain is healed in it. If
it is possible for you to have severe fear of Allah and to rest hope in Him then do both
these things because every individual can have hope in His Lord to the extent of his fear

.of His Lord. Certainly the most hopeful person with Allah is he who fears Him most

O' Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr know that I have given you charge of Egypt which is my
biggest force. So you are duty-bound to oppose your passions and serve as a shield
against your religion even though you may get only an hour in the world; and do not
enrage Allah for pleasing others because (Allah) is such that He may take the place of
others but others cannot take the place of Allah. Say prayers at the appointed time. Do
not say it earlier for the sake of (available) leisure nor delay it on account of pre-

.occupation. Remember that every act of yours is dependent on your prayer
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A part of the same

The leader of guidance and the leader of destruction cannot be equal nor the friend of the
Prophet and the enemy of the Prophet. The Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.a.hp.) has told (

(YA

me that: "In respect of my people I am afraid neither of a believer nor of an unbeliever. As
for the believer Allah will afford him protection because of his belief and as for the
unbeliever Allah will humiliate him because of his unbelief. But I am afraid about everyone
of you who is a hypocrite in his heart and learned of speech. He speaks what you hold

""good but does what you dislike
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LETTER YA

In English

In reply to Mu'awiyah and it is one ot his most elegant writings

Now your letter () has reached me wherein you recall that Allah chose Muhammad
(p.b.uh.ah.p. for His religion and helped him through those companions who helped him.
Strange things about you have remained concealed (by the irony of fate) from us since
you have started telling us of Allah's trials for us and His bounties to us through our
Prophet. In this matter you are like the person who carries dates to Hajar or who

challenges his own master to a duel in archery
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You think that so - and- so are the most distinguished persons in Islam. You have said
such a thing which if it be true you have nothing to do with it but if it be not so then its
defect will not affect you. And what are you to do with the question of who is better and
who is worse or who is the ruler and who is the ruled. What have the freed ones and their
sons to do with distinguishing between the first muhajirun and determining their position
or defining their ranks. What a pity! the sound of an arrow is being produced by what is
not a real arrow and he against whom the judgement is to be passed is sitting in
judgement. O' man why do you not see your own lameness and remain within bounds and
why do not you realize the shortness of your measure and stay back where destiny has
placed you. You have no concern with the defeat of the defeated or the victory of the

victor

You are wandering in bewilderment and straying from the right path. Do you not realize
it? I am not giving you any news: I am just recounting Allah's bounty namely that a
number of people from among the muhajirun mmigrants from Mecca) and ansar
(helpers) fell as martyrs in the way of Allah the Sublime and that each of them is
distinguished (on that account) but when one of us secured martyrdom he was named
the Chief of all martyrs and the Messenger of Allah (p.b.uh.a hp.) gave him the peculiar
honour of saying seventy takbir (Allahu akbar) during his funeral prayer. Do you not know
that a number of people lost their hands in the way of Allah and that everyone is
distinguished (on that account) but when the same thing occurred to one of us he was
given the name "the flier in Paradise"; and "the two winged". If Allah had not forbidden
self-praise the writer would have mentioned numerous distinctions which the believer

knows full well and which the ears of hearers do not wish to forget
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Better leave those whose arrows miss the mark. We are the direct recipients of our Lord's
favours while others receive favours from us after that. In spite of our old established
honour and our well-known superiority over your people we did not stay away from
mixing with you and married and got married @mong you) like equals although you were
not so. And how could you be so whencthe position is that) among us is the Prophet while
among you is the opposer among us is the lion of Allah while among you is the lion of the
opposing groups among us are the two masters of the youth of Paradise (v) while among
you are the children of Hell among us is the choicest of all the women of the worlds )
while among you is the bearer of firewood and many more distinctions on our side and
shortcomings on your side. Our Islam is well-known and our (greatness in the) prelslamic
period too cannot be denied. Whatever remains has been mentioned in the words of Allah

the Glorified the Sublime

And blood relations have the better claim in respect of one to the other according to the ...
(Book of Allah... Qur'an vv:#

:He (Allah) the Sublime also says

Verily of men the nearest to Abraham are surely those who followed him and this Our)
(Prophet (Muhammad

@nd those who believe; and verily Allah is the Guardian of the faithful. (Qur'an v:sa

Thus we are superior firstly because of kinship and secondly because of obedience. When
at Saqgifah (of Banu Sa'idah) the muhajirun contended kinship with the Messenger of Allah
(p.b.uhahp.) against the ansar they scored over them. If that success was based on
kinship then the right would be ours better than yours. Otherwise the ansar's contention

stands
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You think that I have been jealous of every caliph and have revolted against them. Even if
this be so it is not an offence against you and therefore no explanation is due to you

This is a matter for which no blame comes to you

You have said that I was dragged like a camel with a nose string to swear allegiance o
Abu Bakr at Sagifah). By the Eternal Allah you had intended to revile me but you have
praised me and to humiliate me but have yourself been humiliated. What humiliation does
it mean for a Muslim to be the victim of oppression so long as he does not entertain any
doubt in his religion nor any misgiving in his firm beliefi This argument of mine is intended
for others but I have stated it to you only in so far as it was appropriate. Then you have
recalled my position vis-a- vis 'Uthman and in this matter an answer is due to you
because of your kinship with him. So (now tell me) which of us was more inimical towards
'Uthman and who did more to bring about his killing; or who offered him his support but
he made him sit down and stopped him; or who was he whom he called for help but who
turned his face from him and drew his death near him till his fate over took him? No no; by

Allah

Indeed knoweth Allah those who hinder others among you and those who say unto their
(brethren "Come hitherunto us" and they come not to fight but a little. (Qur'an vv;\a
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I am not going to offer my excuse for reproving him for (some of) his innovations for if my
good counsel and guidance to him was a sin then very often a person who is blamed has
no sin and sometimes the only reward a counseller (¢) reaps is suspicion (of evil). I desired
naught but reform what I am able to do); and my guidance is not but with Allah; On Him

(@lone)do I rely and unto Him @lone)do I turn. (Qur'an yy:aa

You have mentioned that for me and for my followers you have only the sword. This
makes even a weeping person laugh. Did you ever see the descendants of 'Abd al-
Muttalib running away from battle or being frightened by swords Wait a little till Hamal ©)

-joins the battle" shortly then he whom you are seek

ing will seek you and he whom you think to be far away will approach near you. I am
shortly) speeding towards you with a force of muhajirun and ansar and those who follow
them in virtue. Their number will be great and their dust will spread all round. They will be
wearing their shrouds and their most coveted desire is to meet Allah. They will be
accompanied by the descendants of those who took part in the battle of Badr and they
will have Hashimite swords whose cut you have already seen in the case of your brother
maternal uncle your grandfather and your kinsmen. Nor are they far distant from the

unjust ones. (Qur'an yyar
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Footnote

This letter of Amir al-mu'minin's is in reply to Mu'awiyah's letter which he sent to Kufah .(1)
through Abu Umamah al-Bahili and it also contains replies to some points which
Mu'awiyah had written in the letter sent through Abu Muslim al-Khawlani

In Abu Umamah's letter Mu'awiyah had mentioned the deputation of the Prophet and his
ascension to the position of revelation and wrote in such a manner as though it was a
matter not known to or not understood by Amir al-mu'minin and that he was in need of
being informed and told of it. This is just like a stranger who may draw the map of a house
for the guidance of those who dwell in it and apprise them of things already known to

them. That is why Amir al-mu'minin has compared him to the man who
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carried dates to Hajar which was itself noted for abundant growth of dates

This is a proverb employed when someone beings to tell a person matters which he
already knows better. The basis of this proverb is that a man of Hajar which is a town
near Bahrain (Persian Gulf) went to Basrah to sell goods and make purchases. After
finishing the sale he looked about the market to make his purchases and found nothing
cheaper than dates. He therefore decided to purchase dates and when he reached Hajar
with his load of dates their plenty and cheapness there did not leave him any alternative
but to store them so as to sell them later when their price had risen. The price however
continued to fall day by day till all of them became rotten leaving to him nothing except
their stones. In short after referring to the Prophet's ascension to prohphethood
Mu'awiyah recounted the distinction and merits of the three Caliphs according to his view

:and wrote

The most distinguished among the companions and the most high ranking in the view of
the Muslims was the first Caliph who collected all the Muslims under one voice removed
their disunity and fought those who were forsaking Islam. After him is the second Caliph
who won victories founded cities and humiliated the unbelievers. Then comes the third
Caliph who was the victim of oppression. He propagated religion and spread the word of
Allah far and wide. Siffin al-Minqgari pp.As-Av; al-'Iqd al-farid vol.s pp.rvf-rvs; Sharh Nahj

@l-balaghah vol.\vo p.aas
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Mu'awiyah's purpose behind in bringing up these pointless warblings was to injur Amir al-
mu'minin's feelings and to rouse his temper so as to make him produce such words
through his tongue or pen which would so disparage the caliphs that he would instigate
the people of Syria and Iraq against him by exploiting them. In fact he had already set it in
the minds of these people that Amir al-mu'minin had instigated the people against

'‘Uthman had got Talhah and az-Zubayr killed had turned 'A'ishah out

from her house and had shed the blood of thousands of Muslims. Being unaware of the
real facts they were convinced of these beseless allegations yet to strengthen the
opposition he thought it advisable to make them believe that Amir al-mu'minin did not
recognize the achievements of the three caliphs and bore enmity and malice towards
them and to produce Amir al-mu'minin's writing in evidence and also to use it for rousing
the people of Iraq because their majority was much impressed with the environment
created by the caliphs and with their greatness. But Amir al-mu'minin guessed his
intention and gave him such a reply which put a knot in his tongue and which he could not
dare show to anyone. So Amir al-mu'minin exposed his lowness by referring to his enmity
towards Islam and his accepting subjugation under force and advised him to keep within
his bounds and warned him against fixing grades of distinction among those muhajirun
who were in any case superior to him in so far as they had been the preceders in hijrah
(immigration from Mecca). Whereas since Mu'awiyah himself was only one of those
whose life had been spared ©n the day of fall of Mecca) he had not the remotest
connection with the muhajirun. Consequently in the matter under discussion Amir al-
mu'minin has put Mu'awiyah's position as that of a false arrow among real arrows. This is
a proverb which is employed when a man boasts over persons with whom he has no
connection. As regards his statement that so - and - so is greater in distinction Amir al-
mu'minin has by using the word "you think" shown that it is his personal opinion which has
not the remotest connection with fact because this word is used when a false or unreal

Statement is made
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After refuting this claim of being the most distinguished Amir al-mu'minin has referred to
these qualities and distinctions of Banu Hashim which show conspicuously the high
degree of their attainments. Thus the people who took part in jihad with the Prophet and
secured martyrdom attained high positions but the distinction that fell to Hamzah by
virtue of his high performance was not secured by anyone else. The Prophet gave him the
title of Master of the Martyrs and said his funeral prayer fourteen times whereby the
number of takbir (Allahu akbar) rose to seventy. Similarly in various battles the hands of
the fighters were cut off. For example in the battle of Badr the hands of Khubayb ibn Isaf
al-Ansari and Mu'adh ibn Jabal and in the battle of Uhud those of 'Amr ibn al-Jamuh as-
Salami and 'Ubayd ('Atik) ibn at-Tayyihan (brother of Abu'l-Haytham at-Tayyihan) were
cut off but when in the battle of Mu'tah the hands of Ja'far ibn Abi Talib were cut off the
Prophet singled him out by naming him "the flier in Paradise" and the "two-winged". After
recounting the peculiar achievements of Banu Hashim Amir al-mu'minin has referred to
his own attainments with which the histories and traditions are replete and which could
not be tarnished with doubts and misgivings. Thus traditionists like Ahmad ibn Hanbal

:019¢/VA+ ¥V /A00) Ahmad ibn 'Alian-Nasa'i (vva/ar. - ¥.¥/a16) and others say that

The number of traditions that have been related through reliable sources in regard to the
distinctions of 'Ali ibn Abi Talib have not been related about any other companion of the
Prophet. @l-Mustadrak volx p.y.v; al-Isti'db vol.» p.y1vve; Tabagat al-hanabilah vol.y pxls;

@l-Kamil vol .y p.»44; Tahdhib at-tahdhib vol.v p.v+4; Fath al-bari vol.v p.ov
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An important distinction out of these particular distinctions of Ahlu'l-bayt the Household
of the Holy Prophet) is the one to which Amir al-mu'-minin has referred in these words
that "We are the direct recipients of Allah's favours while others receive favours from us."
This is the height of distinction that even the highest personality cannot reach its sublimity
and every other distinction looks small before it. Acknowledging the greatness and

:supremacy of this sentence Ibn Abi'l-Hadid writes

Amir al-mu'minin intends to convey that we are not under obligation of any person since
Allah has bestowed all blessings on us directly there being no intermediary between us
and Allah while all other people are under our obligation and protection being the
intermediary between them and Allah the Glorified; this is a high position indeed. Its
apparent meaning is what the words show but its real sense is that the Ahlu'l-bayt are the
obedient servants of Allah and the people must be their obedient followers. (Sharh Nahj

@l-balaghah vol.\a p.ya¥

Now since these people are the first recipients of the bounties of Allah and the source of
bounties for the rest of the people no one from among the people can be compared with
them nor can anyone be regarded as their equal on the basis of social contacts with them
much less than those individuals who were in direct contrast to the attainments and
characteristics of these people and used to oppose truth and right on every occasion.

:Amir al-mu'minin places both the sides of the picture before Mu'awiyah and says
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The Prophet was from us while your father Abu Sufyan was foremost in opposing him.
Hamzah was from us and the Prophet gave him the title of "Lion of Allah" while your
maternal grandfather 'Utbah ibn Rabi'ah was proud of being the "lion of swearers

.("(@gainst the Prophet

When in the battle of Badr Hamzah and 'Utbah ibn Rabi'ah came face to face Hamzah
said I am Hamzah son of 'Abd al-Muttalib; I am the lion of Allah and the lion of His
.(Prophet, whereupon 'Utbah said I am the lion of swearers (against the Prophet

In another version the word Asadu'l-ahlaf has been recorded. The meaning is that he was
the Chief of the allying parties. The story of swearing is that when Banu 'Abd Manaf
acquired a distinct position among the Arab tribes they thought they should take over
from Banu 'Abdi'd-Dar the offices relating to the Ka'bah and to depose them from these
offices. In this connection Banu 'Abd Manaf allied with themselves the tribes of Banu Asad
ibn 'Abdi'l-'Uzza Banu Taym Banu Zuhrah and Banu al-Harith and concluded an
agreement with them.In order to solemnize this agreement they drenched their hands in
tib (perfume) and swore that they would help each other. For this reason these tribes

were called: "Tribes of sworn chaste parties". On the other side the tribes of Banu

Abdi'd-Dar Banu Makhzum Banu Sahm and Banu 'Adi also swore that they would resist'
Banu 'Abd Manaf and their allies. These tribes are called the "allies". 'Utbah has deemed
himself the head of the allying parties. Some commentators have taken the word Asadu'l-
ahlaf to mean Abu Sufyan because he made different tribes swear against the Prophet in
the battle of the Trench while some commentators take it to mean Asad ibn 'Abdi'l-'Uzzah
but this interpretation does not carry weight because here Amir al-mu'minin is addressing
Mu'awiyah and this interpretation does not hit Mu'awiyah since Banu 'Abd Manaf were a
party to this alliance. Then Amir al-mu'minin says they have among themselves the
masters of the youth of Paradise . Referring to the Prophet's saying al-Hasan and al-
Husayn are the masters of the youth of Paradise while the boys of the other side are in
Hell. This reference is to the sons of 'Ugbah ibn Abi Mu'ayt about whom the Prophet has
said For you and your sons is Hell . Then Amir al-mu'minin says that among them is the
chief of all the women of the worlds namely Fatimatu'z-Zahra' (p.b.u.h.) while in the other
party is the bearer of the wood which refers to Umm Jamil the sister of Abu Sufyan. This
woman used to spread thorns in the path of the Prophet. She has been mentioned in the
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:Qur'an along with Abu Lahab in these words
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In the Name of Allah the Beneficent the Merciful May perish both the hands of Abu Lahab
may perish (he himself); Shall avail him not his wealth nor what he earneth; Soon shall he
burn in the flaming fire; And his wife the bearer of the firewood; Upon her neck shall be a

(halter of twisted rope. (Qur'an 1y

It is narrated from Amir al-mu'minin 'Umar ibn al-Khattab Hudhayfah ibn Yaman Abu .(v)
Sa'id al-Khudri Abu Hurayrah etc. that the Holy Prophet (may Allah bless him and his
.descendants) said

Verily Fatimah is the Supreme Lady of the women of Paradise and al-Hasan and al-
Husayn are the two Supreme Youth of Paradise. But their father ('Ali) is Superior to them.
@l-Jami'as -sahih at-Tirmidhi vol.o pp.ss# ##1; al-Musnad Ahmad ibn Hanbal vol. v pp.r v
#f AY; VOlo pp.ray ¥ay; as-Sunan Ibn Majah vol.y p. o¢; al-Mustadrak al-Hakim volx p. vsv;
Majma' az-zawa'id vol.a pp. \ar \a¥ v.3; Kanz al-'ummal al-Muttaqgi vol.ay pp. vyv vva; al-
Isti'ab vol.r p.\ads; Usd al-ghabah vol.s p.avs; Tarikh Baghdad vol.y p.yf-; vol.s p.yvy; vol.y.

.(p.yr+; at-Tarikh Ibn 'Asakir vol.v p.»so

It is narrated from 'Imran ibn al-Husayn and Abu Tha'labah al-Khushni that the Holy . )
:(Prophet (p.b.uh.a.h.p.) said to Fatimah (p.b.uh

O' my little daughter, are you not satisfied that you are verily the Supreme Lady of all
women in the worlds? She said O' father, then what about Maryam (Mary) daughter of
'Imran? He said She was the Supreme Lady of her age, and you are the Supreme Lady of
your age. Truly, by Allah, I married you to one who is the Master in this world and the
hereafter. No one hates him save a hypocrite. (Hilyah al-awliya' vol.y p.ay; al-Isti'ab vol.¢ p.

(\A40; al-Isabah vol.f p.yve
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:Also A'ishah narrated that the Holy Prophet (p.b.uh.a.h.p.) said

O' Fatimah will you not be satisfied to be the Supreme Lady of the women of the worlds
(or) to be the Supreme Lady of all women of this ummah «community) or of the women
believers? as-Sahih al-Bukhari vol A p.v4; as-Sahih Muslim vol.v pp. 1¢y-If¥; as-Sunan Ibn
Majah vol.y p.s1A; al-Musnad Ahmad ibn Hanbal vol s p.vay; al-Mustadrak 'ala as-sahihayn

@l-Hakim vol.y p.os

The meaning is that the person who goes too far in counselling others will be thought .(r)
to have his personal ends in so doing even though his counsel may well be based on
sincerity of intention and selflessness. This line is used as a proverb on such occasions.

:The whole couplet runs as follows

How often a good counsel I offered you but sometimes the only reward a counsellor
reaps is suspicion

:This line is of Hamal ibn Badr. The full couplet runs thus .@)
Wait a bit till Hamal reaches the battlefield; How pretty is death when it comes

The story behind it is that Malik ibn Zuhayr threatened Hamal ibn Badr with battle and in
reply he recited this couplet and then attacked Malik and killed him. When Malik's brother
saw this he killed Hamal and his brother Hudhayfah in revenge. Then he described this in

his following couplet

I appeased my heart by killing Hamal ibn Badr and my sword appeased me by killing
Hudhayfah

LETTER Y]

In English

To the People of Basrah
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Whatever disunity and schism you have is not hidden to you. I have forgiven your wrong-
doers and held back my sword from those who ran away. I received everyone who came
to me from among you. If devastating matters and wrong and silly views are prompting
you to break the pledge with me and to oppose me then disten) I have kept ready my
horses and put saddles on my riding camels) and if you force me to advance towards you
I shall come down in such a manner that before it the battle of Jamal too would appear
like the last licking of the tongue. At the same time I know the high position of the
obedient among you and the right of the sincere without confusing the sinless with the

offenders or the faithful with the pledge-breakers

In Arabic
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LETTERY.

In English
To Mu'awiyah

Fear Allah regarding what you have amassed and find out your true right therein and turn
to understand for what you will not be excused on the grounds of ignorance. Certainly for
(following the path of) obedience there arc clear signs shining ways straight highways and
a fixed aim. The shrewd proceed towards them while the mean turn away from them.
Whoever turns his face from them deviates from the right and gropes in bewilderment.
Allah takes away His bounty from him and afflicts him with His chastisement. Therefore
beware of yourself. Allah has already shown you your way and the end where your affairs
will terminate. You are speeding towards the aim of loss and the position of unbelief. Your
ego has pushed you towards evil thrown you into misguidance conveyed you to

destruction and created difficulties in your way

In Arabic
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COMMANDMENT ¥

In English

He wrote for al-Hasan ibn "Ali (1) (his son - peace be upon them) when Amir al-mu'minin
.encamped at al-Hadirin on his way back from Siffin

From the father who is (shortly) to die who acknowledges the hardships of the times who
has turned away from life who has submitted himself to the (calamities of) time who
realizes the evils of the world who is living in the abodes of the dead and is due to depart
from them any day; to the son who yearns for what is not to be achieved who is treading
the path of those who have died who is the victim of ailments who is entangled in the
(worries of the) days who is a target of hardships a slave of the world a trader of its
deception a debtor of wishes a prisoner of mortality an ally of worries a neighbour of
griefs a victim of distresses who has been overpowered by desires and who is a
successor of the dead. Now (you should know that) what I have learnt from the turning

away of this world from me the onslaught of
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time over me and the advancing of the next world towards me is enough to prevent me
from remembering anyone except myself and from thinking beyond myself. But when I
confined myself to my own worries leaving the worries of others my intelligence saved
me and protected me from my desires. It clarified to me my affairs and led me to
seriousness wherein there was no trickery and truth which was not tarnished by
falsehood. Here I found you a part of myself rather I found you my whole so much so that
if anything befell you it was as though it befell me and if death came to you it was as
though it came to me. Consequently your affairs meant to me what my own matters
meant to me. So I have written this piece of advice (to you) as an instrument of seeking

help through it whether I remain alive for you or cease to exist

I advise you to fear Allah O' my child to abide by His commands to fill your heart with
remembrance of Him and to cling to hope from Him. No connection is more reliable than
the connection between you and Allah provided you take hold of it. Enliven your heart
with preaching kill it by renunciation energise it with firm belief enlighten it with wisdom
humiliate it by recalling death make it believe in mortality make it see the misfortunates
of this world make it fear the authority of the time and the severity of some changes
during the nights and the days place before it the events of past people recall to it what
befell those who were before you and walk among their cities and ruins then see what
they did and from what they have gone away and where they have gone and stayed. You
will find that they departed from their) friends and remain in loneliness. Shortly you too
will be like one of them. Therefore plan for your place of stay and do not sell your next life

with this world
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Give up discussing what you do not know and speaking about what does not concern you.
Keep off the track from which you fear to go astray because refraining ¢from moving)
when there is fear of straying is better than embarking on dangers. Ask others to do
good; you will thus be among the good doers. Desist others from evil with your action as
well as your speech and keep off to the best of your ability from he who commits it.
Struggle for Allah as is His due; and the reviling of a reviler should not deter you in
matters of Allah. Leap into dangers for the sake of right wherever it be. Acquire insight
into religious law. Habituate yourself to endure hardships since the best trait of character
is endurance in matters of right. In all your affairs resign yourself to your Allah because
you will thus be resigning yourself to a secure shelter and a strong protector. You should
ask only from your Lord because in His hand is all the giving and depriving. Seek good
(from Allah) as much as you can. Understand my advice an do not turn away from it
because the best saying is that which benefits. Know that there is no good in that
knowledge which does not benefit and if knowledge is not made use of then its acquisition

is not justified

O'my child when I noticed that I was of goodly age and noticed that I was increasing in
weakness I hastened with my will for you and wrote down salient points of it lest death
overtook me before I divulged to you what I have in my heart or lest my wit be affected
as my body has been affected or the forces of passions or the mischiefs of the world
overtake you making you like a stubborn camel. Certainly the heart of a young man is like
uncultivated land. It accepts whatever is strewn on it. So I hastened to mould you
properly before your heart hardened up and your mind became occupied so that you
might be ready to accept through your intelligence the results of the experience of others
and be saved from going through these experiences yourself. In this way you would avoid
the hardship of seeking them and the difficulties of experimenting. Thus you are getting
to know what we had experienced and even those things are becoming clear to you

which we might have missed
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O' my child even though I have not reached the age which those before me have yet I
looked into their behaviour and thought over events of their lives. I walked among their
ruins till I was as one of them. In fact by virtue of those of their affairs that have become
known to me it is as though I have lived with them from the first to the last. I have

therefore been able to discern the impure from the clean and the benefit from the harm

I have selected for you the choicest of those matters and collected for you their good
points and have kept away from you their useless points Since I feel for your affairs as a
living father should feel and I aim at giving you training I thought it should be at a time
when you are advancing in age and new on the stage of the world possessing upright
intention and clean heart and that I should begin with the teaching of the Book of Allah to
Whom belongs Might and Majesty and its interpretation the laws of Islam and its
commands its lawful matters and unlawful matters and that I should not go beyond these
for you. Then I feared lest you should get confused as other people had been confused on
account of their passions and different) views. Therefore in spite of my dislike for you
being so warned I thought it better for me to make this position strong rather than leave
you in a position where I do not regard you safe from falling into destruction. I hoped that
Allah would help you in your straightforwardness and guide you in your resoluteness.

Consequently I wrote this piece of my will for you
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Know O' my child that what I love most for you to adopt from my will is to fear Allah to
confine yourself to what Allah has made obligatory on you and to follow the actions of
your forefathers and the virtuous people of your household because they did not fall
short in seeing for themselves what you will sec for yourself and they did about their
affairs as you would like to think @bout your affairs) . Thereafter their thinking led them
to discharge the obligations they came to know of and to desist from what they were not
required to do. If your heart does not accept this without acquiring knowledge as they
acquired it then your search should first be by way of understanding and learning and not

by falling into doubts or getting entangled in quarrels

And before you probe into this you should begin by seeking your Allah's help and turning
to Him for competence and keeping aloof from everything that throws you into doubt or
flings you towards misguidance

When you have made sure that your heart is clean and humble and your thoughts have
come together and you have only one thought which is about this matter then you will see
what I have explained to you; but if you have not been able to achieve that peace of
observation and thinking which you would like to have then know that you are only
stamping the ground like a blind she-camel and falling into darkness while a seeker of

religion should not grope in the dark or create confusion. It is better to avoid this
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Appreciate my advice O' my child and know that He Who is the Master of death is also the
Master of life that the Creator causes death as well; that He Who destroys is also the
restorer of life and that He Who inflicts disease is also the curer. This world continues in
the way Allah has made it with regard to its pleasures trials rewards on the Day of
Judgement and all that He wishes and you do not know. If anything of this advice is not
understood by you then attribute it to your ignorance of it because when you were first
born you were born ignorant. Thereafter you acquired knowledge. There are many
matters of which you are ignorant and in which your sight first wonders and your eye
wanders then after this you see them. Therefore cling to Him Who created you fed you
and put you in order. Your worship should be for Him your eagerness should be towards

Him and your fear should be of Him

Know O' my child that no one received messages from Allah the Glorified as the Prophet
(may Allah bless him and his progeny) did. Therefore regard him as your forerunner and
leader towards deliverance. Certainly I shall spare no effort in giving you advice and
surely even if you try you cannot acquire that insight for your welfare as I have for you.
Know O' my child that if there had been a partner with your Lord his messengers too
should have come to you and you would have seen signs of his authority and power and
you should have known his deeds and qualities. But He is only One God as He has
described Himself. No one can dispute with Him in His authority. He is from ever and will
be for ever. He is before all things without any beginning. He will remain after all things
without any end. He is far too great to have His divinity proved by the encompassing
heart or eye. When you have understood this then you should do what is done by him who
is like you by way of his low position his lack of authority his increasing incapability and his
great need of his Lord for seeking His obedience fearing His chastisement and
apprehending His anger because He does not command you save for virtue and does not

refrain you save from evil
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O' my child T have informed you about the world its condition its decay and its passing
away and I have informed you of the next world and of what has been provided in it for its
people. I have recounted to you parables about it so that you may draw instruction from
them and act upon them. The example of those who have understood the world is like
those travellers who being disgusted with drought striken places set off for greenery and

a fruitful place

Then they endure difficulties on the way separation from friends hardships of the journey
and unwholesome food in order to reach their fields of plenty and place of stay.
Consequently they do not feel any pain in all this and do not regard any expenditure to be
waste. Nothing is more lovable to them than what takes them near their goal and carries
them closer to their place of stay. (Against this) the example of those who are deceived by
this world is like the people who were in a green place but they became disgusted with it
and went to a drought-stricken place. Therefore for them nothing is more detestable or
abominable than to leave the place where they were to go to a place which they will reach

unexpectedly and for which they are heading

O' my child make yourself the measure (or dealings) between you and others. Thus you
should desire for others what you desire for yourself and hate for others what you hate
for yourself. Do not oppress as you do not like to be oppressed. Do good to others as you
would like good to be done to you. Regard bad for yourself whatever you regard bad for
others. Accept that treatment) from others which you would like others to accept from
you. Do not talk about what you do not know even though what you know be very little.

Do not say to others what you do not like to be said to you
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Know that self- admiration is contrary to propriety (of action) and is a calamity for the
mind. Therefore increase your striving and do not become a treasurer for (wealth to be
inherited by) others. When you have been guided on the right path humble yourself

before Allah as much as you can

Know that in front of you lies a road of long distance and severe hardship and that you
cannot avoid seeking it. Take your requirements of provision keeping the burden light. Do
not load your back beyond your power lest its weight become a mischief for you.
Whenever you come across a needy person who can carry for you your provision to hand
it back to you on the Day of Judgement when you will need it then accept him as a good
opportunity and get him to carry it. Put in that provision as much-as you are able to for it
is likely that if you may need him @fterwards) you may not get hold of him. If a person is
willing to borrow from you in the days of your affluence to pay it back to you at the time of

Yyour need then make use of this opportunity

Know that in front of you lies an impassable valley wherein the light-burdened man will be
in a better condition than the heavy-burden one and the slow- paced would be in a worse
condition than the swift-paced. Your terminating point at the other end of this passage
will necessarily be either Paradise or Hell. Therefore reconnoitre for yourself before
alighting and prepare the place before getting down because after death there can be no

Jpreparation nor return to this world
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Know that He Who owns the treasuries of the heavens and of the earth has permitted
you to pray to Him and has promised you acceptance of the prayer. He has commanded
you to beg from Him in order that He may give you and to seek His mercy in order that He
may have mercy on you. He has not placed any thing between you and Him that may veil
Him from you. He has not required you to get a mediator for you to Him and if you err He
has not prevented you from repentance. He does not hasten with punishment. He does
not taunt you for repenting nor does He humiliate you when humiliation is more
appropriate for you. He has not been harsh in accepting repentance. He does not
severely question you about your sins. He does not disappoint you of His mercy. Rather
He regards abstention from sin as a virtue. He counts your one sin as one while He counts

your one virtue as ten

He has opened for you the door of repentance. Therefore whenever you call Him He
hears your call and whenever you whisper to Him He knows the whisper. You place
before Him your needs unveil yourself before Him complain to Him of your worries
beseech Him to remove your troubles seek His help in your affairs and ask from the
treasuries of His mercy that which no one else has power to give namely length of life
health of body and increase in sustenance. Then He has placed the keys of His treasuries

inyour hands in the sense that He has shown you the way to ask Him
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Therefore wherever you wish open the doors of His favour with prayer and let the
abundant rains of His mercy fall on you. Delay in acceptance of the prayer should not
disappoint you because the grant of prayer is according to the measure of (your)
intention. Sometimes acceptance (of prayer) is delayed with a view to its being a source
of greater reward to the asker and of better gifts to the expectant. Sometimes you ask
for a thing but it is not given to you and a better thing is given to you later or a thing is
taken away from you for some greater good of yours because sometimes you ask for a
thing which contains ruin for your religion if it is given to you. Therefore your request
should be for things whose beauty should be lasting and whose burden should remain

away from you. As for wealth it will not last for you nor will you live for it

O' my child know that you have been created for the next world not for this world for
destructiondn this world) not for lasting and for dying not for living. You are in a place
which does not belong to you a house for making preparations and a passage towards
the next world. You are being chased by death from which the runner-away cannot
escape as it would surely over take him. So be on guard against it lest it overtakes you at
a time when you are in a sinful state and you are thinking of repenting but it creates

.obstruction between you and repentance. In such a case you will ruin yourself
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O' my child remember death very much and the place where you have to go suddenly and
reach after death so that when it comes you are already on your guard against it and
have prepared yourself for it and it does not come to you all of a sudden and surprise you.
Beware lest you become deceived by the leanings of the people towards worldly
attraction and their rushing upon it. Allah has warned you about it and the world has

informed you of its mortal character and unveiled to you its evils

Surely those (who go) after it are like barking dogs or devouring carnivore who hate each
other. The stronger among them eat away the weaker and the big among them tramples
over the small. Some are like tied cattle and some like untied cattle who have lost their
wits and are running in unknown directions. They are flocks of calamities wandering in
rugged valleys. There is no herdsman to detain them nor any tenderer to take them to
grazing. The world has put them on the track of blindness and taken away their eyes from
the beacons of guidance. They have therefore been perplexed in its bewilderings and
sunk in its pleasures. They took it as a god so it played with them. They too played with it
and forgot what is beyond it. Darkness is disappearing gradually. Now it is as though
travellers have got down and the hasteners will soon meet. Know O' my child that
everyone who is riding on the carriage of night and day is being carried by them even
though he may be stationary and he is covering the distance even though he is staying

and resting
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Know with certainty that you cannot achieve your desire and cannot exceed your
destined life. You are on the track of those before you. Therefore be humble in seeking
and moderate in earning because often seeking leads to deprivation. Every seeker of
livelihood does not get it nor is everyone who is moderate in seeking deprived. Keep
yourself away from every low thing even though they may take you to your desired aims
because you will not get any return for your own respect which you spend. Do not be the
slave of others for Allah had made you free. There is no good in good which is achieved

through evil and no good in comfort that is achieved through disgracing) hardship

Beware lest bearers of greed should carry you and make you descend down to the
springs of destruction. If you can manage that there be no wealthy person between
yourself and Allah do so because in any case you will find what is for you and get your
share. A little received directly from Allah the Glorified is more dignified than that which is
more but is received through the obligation of) His creatures although (really) all is from

Allah

It is easier to rectify what you miss by silence than to secure what you lose by speaking.
Whatever is in a pot can be retained by closing the lid. I should prefer you to retain what is
in your hands rather to seek what is in other's hands. Bitterness of disappointment is
better than seeking from people. Manual labour. with chastity is better than the riches of
a vicious life. A man is the best guard of his own secrets. Often a man strives for what
harms him. He who speaks much speaks nonsense. Whoever ponders perceives.
Associate with people of virtue; you will become one of them. Keep aloof from people of
vice; you will remain safe from them. The worst food is that which is unlawful. Oppressing

the weak is the worst oppression
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Where leniency is unsuitable harshness is lenience. Often cure is iliness and iliness is cure.
Often the ill-wisher gives correct advice while the well-wisher cheats. Do not depend
upon hopes because hopes are the mainstay of fools. It is wise to preserve one's
experience. Your best experience is that which teaches you a lesson. Make use of leisure
before it changes into the hour of) grief. Every seeker does not achieve (what he seeks);
and every departer does not return. To lose provision and to earn evil for the Day of
Judgement means ruin. Every matter has a consequence. What is destined for you will
shortly come to you. A trader undertakes a risk. Often a small quantity is more beneficial
than a large quantity. There is no good in an ignoble helper nor in a suspicious friend. Be
compliant with the world as long as it is in your grip. Do not put yourself to risk as regards
anything in expectation for more than that. Beware lest the feeling of enmity should

overpower you

Bear yourself towards your brother in such a way that if he disregards kinship you keep to
it; when he turns away be kind to him and draw near to him; when he withholds spend for
him; when he goes away approach him; when he is harsh be lenient; when he commits
wrong think of (his) excuse for it so much so as though you are a slave of him and he is the
benevolent master over you. But take care that this should not be done inappropriately
and that you should not behave so with an undeserving person. Do not take the enemy of
your friend as a friend because you will thus antagonize your friend. Give true advice to
your brother be it good or bitter. Swallow your anger because I did not find a sweeter
thing than it in the end and nothing more pleasant in consequence. Be lenient to him who
is harsh to you for it is likely that he will shortly become lenient to you. Treat your enemy
with favours because this is sweeter of the two successes the success of revenge and

.(the success of doing favour
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If you intend to cut yourself off from a friend leave some scope for him from your side by
which he may resume friendship if it so occurs to him some day. If anyone has a good
idea about you prove it to be true. Do not disregard the interests of your brother
depending upon your terms with him for he is not your brother if you disregard his
interests. Your household should not become the most miserable people through you. Do
not lean towards him who turns away from you. Your brother should not be more firm in
his disregard of kinship than you in paying regard to it and you should exceed in doing
good to him than is evil to you. Do not feel too much the oppression of a person who
oppresses you because he is only busy in harming himself and benefiting you. The reward

.of him who pleases you is not that you displease him

Know O' my child that livelihood is of two kinds - a liveli- hood that you seek and a
livelihood that seeks you which is such that if you do not reach it it will come to you. How
bad it is to bend down at the time of need and to be harsh in riches. You should have from
this world only that with which you can adorn your permanent abode. If you cry over what
has gone out of your hands then also cry for what has not at all come to you. Infer about
what has not yet happened from what has already happened because occurrences are
ever similar. Do not be like those whom preaching does not benefit unless you inflict pain
on them because the wise take instruction from teaching while beasts learn only from

beating
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Ward off from yourself the onslaught of worries by firmness of endurance and purity of
belief. He who gives up moderation commits excess. A companion is like a relation. A
friend is he whose absence also proves the friendship. Passion is a partner of distress.
Often the near ones are remoter than the distant ones and often the distant ones are
nearer than the near ones. A stranger is he who has no friend. He who transgresses right
narrows his own passage. He who stays in his position remains constant upon it. The most
trustworthy intermediary is that which you adopt between yourself and Allah the
Glorified. He who does not care for your interests is your enemy. When greed leads to
ruin deprivation is an achievement. Not every defect can be reviewed and not every

.opportunity recurs

Often a person with eyes misses the track while a blind person finds the correct path.
Delay an evil because you will be able to hasten it whenever you desire. The disregard of
kinship of the ignorant is equal to the regard for kinship of the wise. Whoever takes the
world to be safe it will betray him. Whoever regards the world as great it will humiliate
him. Every one who shoots does not hit. When authority changes the time changes too.
Consult the friend before adopting a course and the neighbour before taking a house.
Beware lest you mention in your speech what may rouse laughter even though you may
be relating it from others. Do not consult women because their view is weak and their
determination is unstable. Cover their eyes by keeping them under the veil because
strictness of veiling keeps them for long. Their coming out is not worse than your allowing
an unreliable man to visit them. If you can manage that they should not know anyone
other than you do so. Do not allow a woman matters other than those about hereself
because a woman is a flower not an administrator. Do not pay her regard beyond herself.
Do not encourage her to intercede for others. Do not show suspicion out of place because

this leads a correct woman to evil and a chaste woman to deflection
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For everyone among your servants fix a work for which you may hold him responsible. In
this way they will not fling the work one over the other. Respect your kinsmen because
they are your wings with which you fly the origin towards which you return and your
hands with which you attack. Place your religion and your world at Allah's disposal and
beg Him to ordain the best for you in respect of the near and the far this world and the

next; and thatis an end to the matter
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Footnote

Ibn Maytham al-Bahrani (vol.s p.v) has quoted Abu Ja" far ibn Babawayh al-Qummi to . (1)
have stated that Amir al-mu'minin wrote this piece of advice in the name of his son
Muhammad ibn al-Hanaffiyyah while al-" Allamah as-Sayyid ar-Radi has written that its
addressee is Imam al-Hasan (p.b.uh.. But the fact is that Amir al-mu' minin wrote
another piece of advice to Ibn al-Hanafiyyab in brief which included a part of the same
which he wrote to al-Imam al-Hasan. (Kashf al-mahajjah Ibn Tawus pp.i1av- ve4; al-Bihar

(vol.yv pp.yas—14a
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In any case whether the addressee is al-Imam al-Hasan or Muhammad ibn al-
Hanafiyyah this manifesto of the Imam is a lesson of guidance to action in which the ways
of success and achievement can be opened and the straying caravans of mankind can
tread the path of guidance. It contains principles of correcting the matters of this world
and the next creating the sense of morality and improving economic and social matters
whose like cannot be produced by the epitomes of scholars and philosophers. Its truthful
preachings are a strong incentive for recalling to humanity the lessons it has forgotten

reviving the dead lines of social dealings and raising the standards of morality

LETTER Y'Y

In English
To Mu'awiyah

You have ruined a large group of people whom you have deceived by your misguidance
and have flung them into the currents of your sea where darkness has covered them and
misgivings toss them about. As a result they have strayed from the right path and turned
on their backs. They turned their backs and pushed forward except those wise ones who
came back because they left you after understanding you and ran towards Allah away
from your assistance when you put them to troubles and deviated them from the middle
path. Therefore O' Mu'awiyah fear Allah about yourself and take away your rein from
Satan since this world is shortly to be cut off from you and the next world is near you; and

thatis an end to the matter

p:YY


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Page 10V of wwq Ghaemiyeh center of computerized researches www.Ghaemiyeh.com In Arabic

In Arabic

(M‘ ade 4 g\:f X
4 glee

155058 Szl gy (S8 DB (R1EE o 0 23 b 15 ¢ (1) oS g 8 A G S (1) £33
‘{;L;,;h JA\ S (V) 26 5 9; el sl e () \j;;/g c‘:.e?l.fj AR G(,gt_izf L (0) 155553 ¢ () et 52 (M)
G 6 il 8 g E3055 a3 ) 55315 G Bl i 15505 oS80 A o556 1408

A5 e § 05 Tl e 4abE DI DB ¢ (1) S8 (1) Uzl sl S 3 sl

In Persian
4 glee @

3 50gals Ol 35 (a1e8 Ly (s LleS S w1, £33 ol 35 tasslan (sl asslan (6)lameial ol gLES|
S s S s bt Sled pll el 53 508 81515 OUT LeSK,b o ss S 0lid 2 3 5 g sbss S 0
SN S A el 50 oLl Jal- S ns a5kl ) OLE&ad8 Clals Olygs 4 5 skl ol s G ol
|5 ey 515 (G gm0 5 03,5 (0L Sl 5 edidd o 3 Sl Azl |y 3 aKT Sl g 5303 oS ) 3555 e 45 0T
S Sl g m s s layl8 5l slas (ol . gl OLES peie Sl oy 51 g6 zilsly Hlsis 4 a1, OUT

ol 02 K55 5 4 O AT ged 8 1L aS (sl s Oladd aS

LETTERYY
In English

To Qutharn ibn al- 'Abbas his Governor of Mecca

My spy in the West has written (1) to me telling me that some people of Syria have been
sent for hajj who are blind of heart deaf of ears and devoid of eyesight. They confound
the truth with vanity obey men in disobeying Allah claim the milk of the world in the name
of religion and trade in the pleasures of this world by forsaking the rewards of the
virtuous and the God- fearing. No one achieves good except he who acts for it and no one
is awarded the recompense of evil except he who commits it. Therefore behave yourself
in your duties like an intelligent experienced well-wishing and wise man who follows his
superior and is obedient to his Imam. You should avoid what you may have to explain. Do

.ot rise up in riches nor lose courage in distress; and that is an end to the matter
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Footnote

Mu'awiyah sent some men in the garb of pilgrims to Mecca in order to create . (1)
sensation in the peaceful atmosphere of the place by taking common men into their
confidence by a show of piety and God-fearing and then convincing them that 'Ali ibn Abi
Talib has instigated the people against 'Uthman and in the end succeeded in getting him
killed. In this way they were to hold him responsible for the killing of '‘Uthman and to turn
the people against him and also to incline the people towards him (Mu'a- wiyah) by
mentioning the greatness of his character the sublimity of his manners and stories of his
generosity. But when the men whom Amir al-mu'- minin had put on the job gave him the

information he wrote

this letter to Qutham ibn al-'Abbas to keep an eye on their
.movements and to put a stop to their mischief - mongerings

LETTER Y'Y

In English

To Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr on coming to know that he had taken over the Position of
.(Malik) al-Ashtar as Governor of Egypt after the latter had died on his way to Egypt

I have come to know of your anger at the posting of al-Ash- tar in your place but I did not
do so because of any shortcoming on your part or to get you to increase your efforts but
when I had taken away what was under your authority I would have placed you at a

Jposition which would have been less exacting and more attractive to you
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The man whom I have made Governor of Egypt was my well-wisher and very harsh and
vengeful towards our enemies. May Allah have mercy on him as he has finished his days
and met his death. I am quite pleased with him. May Allah too accord him His pleasure and
multiply his reward. Now get ready for your enemy and act according to your intelligence.
Prepare for fighting him who fights you and calling to the path of Allah. Seek Allah's help
exceedingly. If Allah wills He will assist you in what worries you and help you with what

befalls you

In Arabic
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Al el o
LETTER YO

In English

.To 'Abdullah ibn al-'Abbas after Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr had been killed

Now then Egypt has been conquered and Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr may Allah have mercy
on him has been martyred. We seek his reward from Allah. He was a son who was a well -
wisher a hard worker a sharp sword and a bastion of defence. I had roused the people to
join him and ordered them to reach him to help before this incident. I called to them
secretly as well as openly repeatedly. Some of them came half-heartedly some put up
false excuses and some sat away leaving me. I ask Allah the Sublime to give me early
relief from them for by Allah had I not been yearning to meet the enemy for martyrdom
and not prepared myself for death I would not have liked to be with these people for a

single day nor ever to face the enemy with them

In Arabic
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LETTER Yy

In English

To his brother 'Aqil ibn Abi Talib (1) in reply to his letter which contained a reference to the
army Amir al-mu'minin had sent to some enemy

I had sent towards him a large army of Muslims. When he came to know of it he fled away
and retreated repenting. They met him on the way when the sun was about to set. They
grappled for a while like nothing. It was about an hour and then he rescued himself half-
dead as he had almost been taken by the neck and only the last breath had remained in

him. In this way he escaped in a panic
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Leave the Quraysh in their rushing into misguidance their galloping in disunity and their
leaping over destruction. They have joined together to fight me as they had joined to fight
the Messenger of Allah (p.b.uh.a.hp.) before me. I wish the Quraysh will get the reward of
their treatment of me. For they disregarded my kinship and deprived me of the power

(due to me from the son of my mother d.e. the Holy Prophet). (vvs

As for your enquiry about my opinion to fight till I die I am in favour of fighting those who
regard fighting lawful. The crowd of men around me does not give me strength nor does
their dispersal from me cause any loneliness. Surely do not consider the son of your
father weak or afraid even though all people have forsaken him bow down submissively
before injustice or hand over his reins into the hand of the puller or allow his back to be

:used by the rider to sit upon. But he is as the man of Banu Salim has said

If you enquire how I am then listen that I am enduring and strong against the vicissitudes
of time. I do not allow myself to be grieved lest the foe feels joyed and the friend feels
sorry

In Arabic
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Footnote

When after arbitration Mu'awiyah started a campaign of killing and devastation he . (1)
sent a force of four thousand under ad-Dahhak ibn Qays al-Fihri to attack Amir al-
mu'minin's cities. When Amir al-mu'minin came to know of his activities he roused the
people of Kufah to put up a defence but they began to offer lame excuses. At last Hujr ibn
'Adi al-Kindi rose with a force of four thousand men and chasing the enemy overtook him
at Tadmur. The two parties had only a few grappings when darkness came in and ad-
Dahhak fled away under its cover. This was the time when 'Agil ibn Abi Talib had come to
Mecca for 'umrah. When he came to know that after attacking al-Hirah ad -Dahhak had
escaped alive and that the people of Kufah were afraid of war and all their activities had
come to a stop he sent a letter to Amir al-mu'minin through 'Abd ar-Rahman ibn 'Ubayd
al-Azdi offering his help. In reply to that Amir al-mu'minin wrote this Ietter wherein He
complains of the behaviour of the people of Kufah and mentions the flight of ad-Dahhak.
No doubt Mu'awiyah wished 'Uthman to be killed so that he should create confusion in the
name of his blood and through these disturbances clear the way for allegiance to himself
@s Caliph). That is why he neither helped him when he was surrounded nor thought it

hecessary to trace the murderers of 'Uthman after securing power

LETTERYY

In English

To Muawiyah

Glory be to Allaht How staunchly you cling to innovated passions and painful
bewilderment along with ignoring the facts and rejecting strong reasons which are liked
by Allah and serve as pleas for the people. As regards your prolonging the question of
'Uthman's (v) murder the position is that you helped 'Uthman when it was really your own

help while you forsook him when he was in need of help; and that is an end to the matter
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Footnote

There is no question of denying that Mu'awiyah claimed to help 'Uthman after he had .(\)
been killed although when he was surrounded and clamoured for his help by writing letter
after letter Mu'awiyah never budged an inch. However just to make a show he had sent a
contingent towards Medina under Yazid ibn Asad al-Qasri but had ordered it to remain in
waiting in the valley of Dhu Khushub near Medina. Eventually 'Uthman was murdered and

e went back with his contingent

LETTER YA

In English

.To the people of Egypt when he appointed (Malik) al-Ashtar as their Governor

From the slave of Allah 'Ali Amir al-mu'minin to the people who became wrathful for the
sake of Allah when He was disobeyed on His earth and His rights were ignored and
oppression had spread its coverings over the virtuous as well as the vicious on the local as

well as the foreigner. Consequently no good was acted upon nor any evil was avoided
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Now I have sent to you a man from among the servants of Allah who allows himself no
sleep in days of danger nor does He shrink from the enemy at critical moments. He is
severer on the wicked than a blazing fire. He is Malik ibn al-Harith our brother from the
tribe of) Madhhij. Therefore listen to him and obey his orders that accord with right
because he is a sword among the swords of Allah whose edge is not dull and which does
not miss its victim. If he orders you to advance advance and if he orders you to stay stay
because he surely neither advances or attacks nor puts anyone backward or forward
save with my command. I have preferred him for you rather than for myself because of
his being your well-wisher and (because of) the severity of his harshness over your

enemies

In Arabic
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LETTER ¥4

In English

To 'Amr ibn al-'As

You have surely made your religion subservient to the worldly seekings of a man whose
misguidance is not a concealed affair and whose veil has been torn away. He mars an
honourable man with his company and befools those who keep his society. You are
following in his footsteps and seeking his favours like the dog that follows the lion looking
at his paws and waiting for whatever remnants of his prey fall down to him. In this way
you have ruined your world as well as the next life although if you had stuck to the right
you would have got what you were after. If Allah grants me power over you and Ibn Abi
Sufyan (Mu'awiyah) I shall award you both recompense of what you have done but if you
escape and survive then hereafter there is only evil for you both; and that is an end to the

matter
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LETTER ¥.
In English

To one of his officers

Now I have come to know such a thing about you that if you have done so then you have
displeased your Lord disobeyed your Imam and betrayed your trust

I have come to know that you have razed the ground and taken away whatever was
under your feet and devoured what ever was in your hands. Send me your account and
know that the accounting to Allah will be severer than that to the people; and that is an

.end to the matter
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LETTER ¥\

In English

To one of his officers

Now I had made you a partner in my trust and made you my chief man. And for me no
other person from my kinsmen was more trustworthy than you in the matter of
sympathizing with me assisting and respecting my trusts. But when you saw that time had
attacked your cousin the enemy had waged war the trust of the people was being
humiliated and the whole community was trackless and disunited you turned your back
against your cousin and forsook him when others forsook him you abandoned him when
others abandoned him and you betrayed him when others betrayed him. Thus you

showed no sympathy to your cousin nor discharged the trust
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It seems as if you do not want (to please) Allah by your jihad and as if you do not stand
upon a clear sign from your Lord and as if you have been playing tricks with this ummah
(Muslim community) to earn ¢the pleasure of) this world and watching for the moment of
their neglectfulness to usurp their share of the wealth. As soon as it was possible for you
to misappropriate the ummabh's trust you hastened to turn around and attack them) and
made a swift leap to snatch away whatever you could from their property meant for their
widows and their orphans as a wolf snatches a wounded and helpless goat. Then you
happily loaded it off to the Hijaz without feeling guilty for having appropriated it. Allah's
woe be to your ill-wishers; it was as though you were sending to your family what you

had inherited from your father and mother

Glory be to Allah! Do you not believe in the Day of Judge- ment or do you not fear the
exaction of account? O' you who were counted by us among the men possessed of mind
how can you enjoy food and drink when you know that you are eating the unlawful and
drinking the unlawful. You are purchasing slavemaids and wedding women with the
money of the orphans the poor the believers and the participants in jihad to whom Allah
had dedicated this money and through whom He had strengthened these cities. Fear
Allah and return to these people their properties. If you do not do so and Allah grants me
power over you I shall excuse myself before Allah about you and strike you with my

sword with which I did not strike anyone but that he went to hell

p: vy


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Page 1vic of wwq Ghaemiyeh center of computerized researches www.Ghaemiyeh.com In Arabic

By Allah even if Hasan and Husayn had done what you did there would have been no
leniency with me for them and they could not have won their way with me till I had
recovered from them the right and destroyed the wrong produced by their unjust action.
I swear by Allah the Lord of all beings that I would not be pleased to regard their money
which you have appropriated as lawful for me and to leave it to my successors by way of
inheritance. Mind yourself and consider for a while as though you had reached the end of
life and had been buried under the earth. Then your actions will be presented before you
in the place where the oppressor cries "Alas" while he who wasted his life yearns for

(return to the world) but time was none to escape. (Qur'an va:»

In Arabic
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LETTER ¥Y
In English

To "Umar ihn Abi Salamah al-Makhzumi (foster son of the Holy Prophet from Umm al-
mu'minin Umm Salamah) who was Amir al-mu'minin's Governor of Bahrain hut whom he
removed and replaced by an- Nu'man ibn Ajlan az-Zuraqi

Now I have posted an-Nu'man ibn "Ajlan az-Zuragi at Bahrain and have released you
from that position without anything bad from you nor reproach on you because you
managed the governorship well and discharged the obligations. Therefore proceed to me
when you are neither suspected nor rebuked neither blamed nor guilty. I have just
intended to proceed towards the recalcitrant of Syria and desired that you should be with
me because you are among those on whom I rely in fighting the enemy and erecting the

pillars of religion if Allah wills

In Arabic
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LETTER FY

In English

(To Masgalah ibn Hubayrah ash-Shaybani the Governor of Ardashir Khurrah dran

I have come to know concerning you a matter which if you have done it you have
displeased your Allah and disobeyed your Imam. You are distributing among the Arabs
(Bedouins) of your kin who tend towards you the property of the Muslims which they
collected by dint of their spears and horses and on which their blood was shed. By-Allah
Who germinated the seed and created living beings if this is true you will be humbled in
my view and you will become light in weight. Therefore do not treat lightly the obligations
of your Lord and do not reform your world by ruining your religion since then you will be

.among losers by the way of (your) actions

Know that the right of those Muslims who are around you and those who are around me
in this property is equal. For that reason they come to me and take from it
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In English

To Ziyad ibn Abih when Amir al-mu'minin had come to know that Mn" awiyah had written
to Ziyad to deceive him and to attach him to himself in kinship

I have learnt that Mu" awiyah has written to you to deceive your wit and blunt your
sharpness. You should be on guard against him because he is the Satan who approaches
a believer from the front and from the back from the right and from the left to catch him

suddenly in the hour of his carelessness and overcome his intelligence

In the days of “Umar ibn al-Khattab Abu Sufyan (1) happened to utter a thoughtless point
which was an evil suggestion of Satan from which neither kinship is established nor
entitlement to succession occurs. He who relies on it is like the uninvited guest to a drink-

.(party or like the dangling cup (tied to a saddle
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as-Sayyid ar-Radi says: When Ziyad read this letter he said By Allah he has testified to it.
This point remained in his mind till Mu" awiyah claimed him s his brother by his father).
Amir al-mu'minin's word "al-waghil" means the man who joins the drinking group so as to
drink with them but he is not one of them. He is therefore constantly turned out and
pushed off. As for the words "an-nawtu'l-mudhabdhab" it is a wooden cup or a bowl or
the like attached to the saddle of the rider so that it dangles when the rider drives the

beast or quickens its pace

In Arabic
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Footnote

Caliph "Umar sent Ziyad to Yemen for some encounter. When he returned after . (1)
finishing the job he addressed a gathering which included Amir al-mu " minin “Umar ~Amr
ibn al-" As and Abu Sufyan. Impressed with the speech * Amr ibn al-" As said
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What a good man! Had he been from the Quraysh he would have led the whole of Arabia"
with his stick." Whereupon Abu Sufyan said "He is from the Quraysh as I know who is his
father." " Amr ibn al-" As enquired "Who was his father?" Abu Sufyan said "It is I." History
also conclusively holds that Ziyad's mother Sumayyah who was the slave-maid of al-
Harith ibn Kaldah and was married to a slave named " Ubayd used to lead an immoral life
in @ quarter of at-Ta'if known as Haratu 'l-Baghaya and immoral men used to visit her.
Once Abu Sufyan also got to her through Abu Maryam as-Saluli. As a result Ziyad was
born. When “Amr ibn al-"As heard this from Abu Sufyan he asked why he had not
declared it. Abu Sufyan pointed to * Umar and said that he was afraid of him otherwise he
would have declared him his own son. Although he would not have dared to do this when
Mu’ awiyah acquired power he started correspondence with him because Mu" awiyah
was in need of such persons who were intelligent and cunning and expert in
machinations. In any case when Amir al-mu 'minin got information about this
correspondence he wrote this letter to Ziyad wherein he warned him against Mu” awiyah
so that he should not fall in the trap. But he did fall in his trap and joined Mu" awiyah and
the latter declared him his brother by attaching him in his kin although the Prophet had

declared

The child goes to the dawful) husband while the adulterer gets stones
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In English

To " Uthman ibn Hunayf al-Ansari who was Amir al-mu' minin's Governor of Basrah when
he came to know that the people of that place had invited *Uthman to a banquet and he
had attended

O' Ibn Hunayf I have come to know that a young man of Basrah invited you to a feast and
you leapt towards it. Foods of different colours were being chosen for you and big bowls
were being given to you. I never thought that you would accept the feast of a people who
turn out the beggars and invite the rich. Look at the morsels you take leave out that about
which you are in doubt and take that about which you are sure that it has been secured

lawfully

Remember that every follower has a leader whom he follows and from the effulgence of
whose knowledge he takes light. Real ize that your Imam has contented himself with two
shabby pieces of cloth out of the (comforts of the) world and two loaves for his meal.
Certainly you cannot do so but at least support me in piety exertion chastity and
uprightness because by Allah I have not treasured any gold out of your world nor
amassed plentiful wealth nor collected any clothes other than the two shabby sheets. (af

(

Of course all that we had in our possession under this sky was Fadak but a group of
people felt greedy for it and the other party withheld themselves from it. Allah is after all
the best arbiter. What shall I do: Fadak (1) or no Fadak while tomorrow this body is to go
into the grave in whose darkness its traces will be destroyed and even) news of it will
disappear. It is a pit that even if its width is widened or the hands of the digger make it
broad and open the stones and clods of clay will narrow it and the falling earth will close
its apperture. I try to keep myself engaged in piety so that one the day of great fear it will

be peaceful and steady in slippery places
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If I wished I could have taken the way leading towards worldly pleasures like) pure
honey fine wheat and silk clothes but it cannot be that my passions lead me and greed
take me to choosing good meals while in the Hijaz or in Yamamah there may be people
who have no hope of getting bread or who do not have a full meal. Shall I lie with a
satiated belly while around me there may be hungry bellies and thirsty livers? Or shall I be

?as the poet has said

It is enough for you to have a disease that you lie with your belly full while around you
people may be badly yearning for dried leather

Shall I be content with being called * Amir al-mu 'minin' (The Commander of the Believers)
although I do not share with the people the hardships of the world? Or shall I be an
example for them in the distresses of life? I have not been created to keep myself busy in
eating good foods like the tied animal whose only worry is his fodder or like a loose animal
whose activity is to swallow. It fills its belly with its feed and forgets the purpose behind it.
Shall I be left uncontrolled to pasture freely or draw the rope of misguidance or roam

?aimlessly in the paths of bewilderment

I see as if one of you would say that if this is what the son of Abi Talib eats then weakness
must have made him unfit to fight his foes and encounter the brave. Remember that the
tree of the forest is the best for timber while green twigs have soft bark and the wild
bushes are very strong for burning and slow in dying off. My relation with the Messenger
of Allah is that of one branch with another or of the wrist with the forearm. By Allah if the
Arabs join together to fight me I will not run away from them and if I get the opportunity I
will hasten to catch them by their necks. I shall surely strive to relieve the earth of this

.man of perverse mind and uncouth body till the bits of earth are removed from the grain
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A part of the same which is the end of the letter
Get away from me O' world. Your rein is on your
own shoulders as I have released myself from your
ditches removed myself of your snares and avoided

walking into your slippery places. Where are those whom you have deceived by your
jokes? Where are those communities whom you have enticed with your embellishments?
They are all confined to graves and hidden in burial places. By Allah if you had been a
visible personality aud a body capable of feeling I would have awarded you the penalties
fixed by Allah because of the people whom you received through desires and the
communities whom you threw into destruction and the rulers whom you consigned to ruin

(and drove to places of distress (vaA

after which there is neither going nor returning. Indeed whoever stepped on your slippery
place slipped whoever rode your waves was drowned and whoever evaded your snares
received in ward support. He who keeps himself safe from you does not worry even
though his affairs may be straitened and the world to him is like a day which is near

.expiring

Get away from me for by Allah I do not bow before you so that you may humiliate me nor
do I let loose the reins for you so that you may drive me away. I swear by Allah an oath
wherein I except the will of Allah that I shall so train my self that it will feel joyed if it gets
one loaf for eating and be content with only salt to season it. I shall let my eyes empty
themselves of tears like the stream whose water has flown away. Should "Ali eat
whatever he has and fall asleep like the cattle who fill their stomachs from the pasture
land and lie down or as the goats (who) graze eat the green grass and go into their pen!

His eyes may die if he after long years follows loose cattle and pasturing animals
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Blessed is he who discharges his obligations towards Allah and endures his hardships
allows himself no sleep in the night but when sleep overpowers him lies down on the
ground using his hand as a pillow along with those who keep their eyes wakeful in fear of
the Day of Judgement whose bodies are ever awav from beds whose lips are humming in
remembrance of Allah and whose sins have been erased through their prolonged
beseechings for forgiveness. They are the party of Allah; Be it known verily the party of
Allah alone shall be the successful ones (Qur'an aa:vy). Therefore O Ibn Hunayf fear Allah

.and be content with your own loaves so that you may escape Hell

In Arabic
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Footnote

Fadak was a green fertile village near Medina in the Hijaz and it also had a fortress . (1)
called ash-Shumrukh. (Mu "jam al-buldan vol.f p.yvA; Mu" jam masta’ jam al-Bakri vol »
p.l.vo; ar-Rawd al-mi” tar al-Himyari p.srv; Wafa' al-wafa vol.r p. \vA.). Fadak belonged to
the Jews and in the year v A. H. its ownership went from them to the Prophet under the
terms of a settlement for peace. The reason for this settlement was that when after the
fall of Khaybar the Jews realized the real power of the Muslims their martial aspirations
were lowered and noting that the Prophet had spared some Jews on their seeking
protection they also sent a message of peace to the Prophet and expressed their wish
that Fadak might be taken from them and their area should not be made a battlefield.
Consequently the Prophet accepted their request and allowed them an amnesty and this
land became his personal property wherein no one else had any interest nor could there
be any such interest; because the Muslims have a share only in those properties which
they might have acquired as booty after jihad while the property acquired without jihad is
called fay' and the Prophet alone is entitled to it. No other person has a share in it. Thus

Allah says

And whatever hath Allah bestowed on His Apostle from them ye pricked not against it any
horse or a camel but Allah granteth authority unto His apostles against whomsoever He
(willeth: And Allah over all things is All-powerful. (Qur'an s4:5
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No one has ever disputed the fact that Fadak was secured without battle. It was
therefore the Prophet's personal property to which no one else had any title. The
:Historians write

Fadak was personal to the Prophet as the Muslims did not use their horses or camels for
it. @t-Tarikh at-Tabari vol.y pp.1aav-voar 16a4; al-Kamil Ibn al-Athir vol.y pp.rve-yvs;as-
Sirah Ibn Hisham vol.y p.vsA; at-Tarikh Ibn Khaldum vol.v part ¥ p.f-; Tarikh al-khamis ad-

(Diyar'bakri vol.y p.oa; as-Sirah al-Halabiyyah vol .y p.s-

The historian and geographical scholar Ahmad ibn Yahya al-Baladhuri «. yva/aay) writes:
Fadak was the personal property of the Prophet as the Muslims had not used their horses
(or camels for it. (Futuh al-buldan vol .y p v

Umar ibn al-Khattab had himself regarded Fadak as the unshared property of the Holy"
:Prophet when he declared

The property of Banu an-Nadir was among that which Allah has bestowed on His
Messenger; against them neither horses nor camels were pricked but they belonged to
the Messenger of Allah especially. @s-Sahih al-Bukhari vol.s p.f#; vol.y pAy; vola pp.ayy-
\vy; as-Sahih Muslim vol.s p.yoy; as-Sunan Abu Dawud voly pp. yva-1fy; as-Sunan an-
Nasa'i vol.y p.yvy; al-Musnad Ahmad ibn Hanbal vol.y pp.ya.fA.#+ Y.A: @as-Sunan al-kubra al-

(Bayhayqi vol.s pp.yas-vaq

It is also proved in the accepted way that the Prophet had in his lifetime given this land
(Fadak) to Fatimah as a gift. It is narrated through al-Bazzar Abu Ya " la Ibn Abi Hatim Ibn
Marduwayh and others from Abu Sa'id al-Khudri and through Ibn Marduwayh from

." Abdullah ibn al-" Abbas that when the verse
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And give to the near of kin his due. . " (Qur'an \v:v¢) was revealed the Holy Prophet called"
Fatimah' and gifted Fadak to her. @d-Durr al-manthur as-Suyuti vol.f p.\vv; Majma™ az-
zawa'id al-Haythami vol.v p.fs; Kanz al-'ummal al-Muttaqi volx p.fr4; Ruh al-ma " ani al-

(Alusi vol.yo p.sy

When Abu Bakr assumed power then in view of some benefits of State he turned out
:Fatimah from Fadak and took it from her possession. Thus the historians writes

Certainly Abu Bakr snatched Fadak from Fatimah (p.b.u.h.) (Sharh Nahj al-balaghah Ibn
Abi'l-Hadid vol.\¢ p. vva; Wafa' al-wafa as-Samhudi voly p.,OOO; as-Sawaiq al-
muhrigah Ibn Hajar p.rv) Fatimah raised a voice against it. Protesting to Abu Bakr she said
"You have taken over possession of Fadak although the Prophet had gifted it to me
during his lifetime." On this Abu Bakr asked her to produce witness of the gift.
Consequently Amir al-mu'minin and Umm Ayman gave evidence in her favour. Umm

Ayman was the freed bond maid and the dry nurse of

(Fe¥)

the Holy Prophet. She was the mother of Usamah ibn Zayd ibn al-Harithah. The Holy
Prophet used to say "Umm Ayman is my mother after my mother. [al-Mustadrak vol.
p.s¥; at-Tabari voly p. v¢s.; al-Isti ab. vol.f p. vvay; Usd al-ghabah vol.s p.ssv] The Holy
Prophet bore witness that she is among the people of Paradise. [Ibn Sa"d vola p.\ay; al-
Isabah vol.r p.rry]). But this evidence was held inadmissible by Abu Bakr and Fatimah's

.claim was rejected as being based on false statement. About this al-Baladhuri writes
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Fatimah said to Abu Bakr "The Messenger of Allah had apportioned Fadak to me.
Therefore give it to me." Then he asked her for another witness than Umm Ayman saying
"0O' daughter of the Prophet you know that evidence is not admissible except by two men

"or one man and two women

After these facts there remains no possibility of denying that Fadak was the personal
property of the Prophet and that he had completed its gifting to her by handing over
possession in his lifetime. But Abu Bakr took over its possession and dislodged her from it.
In this connection he rejected the evidence of "Ali and Umm Ayman on the ground that
the requirement of evidence was not completed by the evidence of one man and one
woman. Besides them Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn gave evidence in support of
Fatimah but their evidence was rejected too on the ground that the evidence of the
offspring and minors was not acceptable in favour of their parents. Then Rabah the slave
of the Holy Prophet was also produced as a witness in support of the claim of Fatimah but
he was rejected too. (Futuh al-buldan al-Baladhuri vol. v p.¥a: at-Tarikh al-Ya™ qubi vol.r
p.vas; Muruj adh-dhahab al-Mas " udi vol .y p.yrv; al-Awa'il Abu Hilal al-" Askari p.y-4; Wafa'
al-wafa volx pp.4as v.+.-y..y; Mu'jam al-buldan Yaqut al-Hamawi vol.s p.rv4; Sharh Ibn
Abi'l-Hadid vol.yv¢# pp.yv¢ vva — vy. yvf; al-Muhalla Ibn Hazm vols p.s.v; as-Sirah al-

.(Halabiyyah vol » p.¥#\ ; at-Tafsir al-Fakhr ar-Razi vol.va p.vaf
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At this stage the question arises that when Fatimah's possession over Fadak is admitted
as Amir al-mu 'minin has also clarified in this letter by saying "We had Fadak in our
possession " what was the sense in asking Fatimah to produce evidence in support of her
claim because the onus of proof does not lie on the person in possession. The onus of
proof lies on the person filing a counter claim because possession itself constitutes a

Jproof

(F-F)

As such it was on Abu Bakr to produce a proof of the lawfulness of his taking over the land
and in the case of his being unable to do so Fatimah's possession would mean a proof for
her lawful ownership. As such it would be wrong to ask her to produce some more proof

.Oor evidence

It is strange that when other claims of this nature came before Abu Bakr he allowed them
in favour of the claimant merely on the basis of the claim and the claimant is neither
asked to furnish proof of his claim nor to produce withesses. In this connection the

traditionalists write

It is related from Jabir ibn " Abdillah al-Ansari that he said that the Messenger of Allah had
said that when the booty from Bahrain arrived he would allow him such and such out of it
but the booty did not arrive till the Prophet's death. When it arrived in the days of Abu
Bakr he went to him and Abu Bakr made the announcement that whoever had a claim
against the Messenger of Allah or to whomever he had made a promise should come for
his claim. So I went to him and told him that the Prophet had promised to give me such
and such property out of the booty from Bahrain whereupon he gave me all that. @s-
Sahih al-Bukhari vol.y pp.yya .4 yv¢; volf pay.; vola p.yia; as- Sahih Muslim vol.y pp.ve-v#;
al-Jami' as-sahih at-Tirmidhi vol.s p.yv4; al-Musnad Ahmad ibn Hanbal vol.x pp.y.v-r.A; at-

.(Tabaqgat al-kabir Ibn Sa'd vol.x part ¥ pp.AA-A4
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In the annotations of this tradition Shihabu'd-Din Ahmad ibn " Ali dbn Hajar) al-" Asqalani
ash-Shafi i (vwy/\vvy - AsY/1fF4) and Badru'd- Din Mabmud ibn Ahmad al-" Ayni al-Hanafi

(VEY/A\Y¥SY — ADD/VEDY) have written

This tradition leads to the conclusion that the evidence of one just companion can also be
admitted as full evidence even though it may be in his own favour because Abu Bakr did
not ask jabir to produce any witness in proof of his claim. (Fath al-bari fi sharh sahih al-
Bukhari vol.s p.ra:; “Umdatu'l-gari fi sharh sahih al-Bukhari vol.yy p.yyy) If it was lawful to
allow property to Jabir on the basis of good impression without calling for witness or
evidence then what stopped allowing Fatimah's claim on the basis of similar good
impression. If good impression could exist in the case of Jabir to such an effect that he

would not benefit

(f:0)

by speaking a lie then why should there not be the good belief about Fatimah that she
would not attribute a false saying to the Prophet just for a piece of land. Firstly her
admitted truthfulness and honesty was enough for holding her truthful in her claim and
the evidence of "Ali and Umm Ayman in her favour was also available besides other
evidences. It has been said that the claim could not be decided in favour of Fatimah on
the basis of these two witnesses because the holy Qur'an lays down the principle of

.evidence that

then call to witness two witnesses from among your men and if there not be two men. . .
(then (take)a man and two women (Qur'an y:vay
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If this principle is universal and general then it should be taken into regard on every
occasion but on some occasions it is found not to have been followed; for example when
an Arab had a dispute with the Prophet about a camel khuzaymah ibn Thabit al-Ansari
gave evidence in favour of the Prophet and this one evidence was deemed to be equal to
two because there was no doubt in the honesty and truthfulness of the individual in
whose favour the evidence was led. It was for this reason that the Holy Prophet granted
him the title of Dhu'sh-Shahadatayn d(.e. one whose evidence is equivalent to the
evidence of two witnesses). @l-Bukhari volf p.vf; vol.s p.afs; Abu Dawud voly px:A; an-
Nasa'i volv p.r.v; Ahmad ibn Hanbal vols pp.ar 1as Yis; al-Isti ab voly p.sra; Usd al-

.(ghabah vol.y p.yv¢; al-Isabah vol.y pp.ryo -fs; al-Musannaf as-San" ani vol.A pp.¥ss - ¥sA

Consequently neither was the generality of the verse about evidence affected by this
action nor was it deemed to be against the cannons of evidence. So if here in view of the
Prophet's truthfulness one evidence in his favour was deemed to be equal to two then
could not the evidence of " Aliand Umm Ayman be regarded enough for Fatimah in view
of her moral greatness and truthfulness? Besides this verse does not show that there can
be no other way of establishing a claim other than these two ways. In this connection al-
Qadi Nuru'llah al-Mar'ashi at-Tustari @oss/1of4 - v+14/ 1#1+) has written in Ihgaq al-haqq

.chapter on al-Mata " in
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The view of the objector that by Umm Ayman's evidence the requirement of evidence
remains incomplete is wrong on the grounds that

(F:%)

from certain traditions it is seen that it is lawful to give a decision on the basis of one
witness and it does not necessarily mean that the injunction of the Qur'an has been
violated because this verse means that a decision can be given on the strength of the
evidence of two men or one man and two women and that their evidence is enough. From
this it does not appear that if there are some other grounds besides evidence of
witnesses that are unacceptable and that verdict cannot be given on its basis unless it is
argued that this is the only sense of the verse. But since every sense is not final argument
this sense can be brushed aside particularly because the tradition clearly points to a
contrary sense and ignoring the sense does not necessarily mean violation of the verse.
Secondly the verse allows a choice between the evidence of two men or of one man and
two women. If by virtue of the tradition a third choice is added namely that a verdict can
be passed by means of other evidence as well then how does it necessitate that the

?Qur'anic verse should stand violated

In any case from this reply it is clear that a claimant is not obliged to produce the evidence
of two men or one man and two women in support of the claim because if there is one
witness and the claimant swears on oath then he can be taken to have legitimacy in his
claim and a decision can be given in his favour. In this connection it has been narrated by

:more than twelve companions of the Holy Prophet that
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The Messenger of Allah used to decide cases on the strength of one witness and the
taking of oath

It has been explained by some companions ©f the Prophet) and some scholars
ofjurisprudence that this decision is specially related to rights property and transactions
and this decesion was practised by the three Caliphs Abu Bakr “Umar and " Uthman.
(Muslim vol.s p.yya; Abu Dawud voly pp.y:A-r.4; at-Tirmidhi volx» pp.syv-¢v4; Ibn Majah
vol.y p.va¥; Ahmad ibn Hanbal vol.y pp.vfa ¥1o ¥y voly p.y.s; vols p.yas; Malik ibn Anas al-
Muwatta' vol.y pp.vyy-vye; al-Bayhaqgi as-Sunan al-kubra vol.\. pp.ysv - vv¢;as-Sunan ad-
Dar'qutnivol.s pp.y\Y - vvo; Majma’ az-zawa'id vol s p.v.¥; Kanz al-'ummal vol.v p.\+) When
decisions were passed on the strength of one witness and swearing then even if in Abu

-Bakr's view the requirement of evidence was in

(V)

complete he should have asked her to swear and given the judgement in her favour. But
here the very object was to tarnish the truthfulness of Fatimah so that in future the
.question of her testimony should not arise

However when Fatimah's claim was rejected in this manner and Fadak was not accepted
:as the Prophet's gift to her she claimed it on the basis of inheritance saying

If you do not agree that the Prophet had gifted it to me you cannot at least deny that"
Fadak and the revenues of Khaybar as well as the lands around Medina were the
Prophet's personal properties and I am his only successor." But she was deprived of her
inheritance on the basis of a tradition related by Abu Bakr himself that the Holy Prophet
said We prophets have no successors and whatever we leave behind constitutes charity."
@l-Bukharivol.f p. a#; vol.o pp.vo - Y# 110 11v; VOIA p.aas; Muslim vol.s pp.aor-las; at-Tirmidhi
vol.r pp.vov-16A; Abu Dawud voly pp.ley-ye¥; an-Nasa'i voly p.Ivy; Ahmad ibn Hanbal vol.
pp.f ¢4 10; al-Bayhagi vol.s p.x. +; Ibn Sa'd vol.x party pp.As-av; at-Tabari vol.y p.\ave; Tarikh

.@l-khamis vol.y pp.\vr-1vf
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Besides Abu Bakr no one else had knowledge of this saying which was shown to be a
tradition of the Prophet nor had anyone from among the. companions heard it. Thus
Jalalu'd-Din "Abd ar-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr as-Suyuti ash-Shafi’i (f4/1fr8-411/18+0) and
Shihabu'd-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad dbn Hajar) al-Haytami ash-Shafi'i .a/16:¢-av¥,

:10#v) have written

After the death of the Prophet there was a difference of view about the inheritance and
no one had any information in this matter. Then Abu Bakr said that he had heard the
Messenger of Allah saying that: "We prophets leave no successors and whatever we
leave behind constitutes charity”. (Tarikh al-khulafa' p.v¢; as Sawa'iq al-muhrigah p. 14)
The mind refuses to believe that the Prophet should not tell those individuals who could
be deemed his successors that they would not inherit and inform a third party who had
not the remotest kinship that there would be no successor to him.Then this story was

made public only when the case

(FA)

for Fadak had been filed in his court and he himself constituted the contesting party. In
such circumstances how can his presenting in his own support a tradition which no one
else had heard be deemed permissible. If it is argued that this tradition should be relied
upon in view of the greatness of position of Ahu Bakr then why cannot Fatimah's claim to
the gift be relied upon because of her honesty and truthfulness more so when the
evidence of Amir al-mu'minin and Umm Ayman as well as others was also in her favour. If
necessity was felt to call more evidence in her case then evidence can also be called for
about this tradition particularly since this tradition hits against the general instructions of
the Qur'an on succession. How can a tradition which is weak in the manner of its relating
and altered and is questioned on the basis of facts be deemed to particularize a
generality of the Qur'anic injunction on succession because the question of the

inheritance of the prophets is clearly mentioned in the Qur'an. Thus Allah says
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(And Soloman inherited David . . . (Qur'an yv:\¢
At another place it is stated through the words of Prophet Zakariyya

So grant me from yourselfan heir who shall inherit me and inherit from the family of
Jacob. .. Qur'an \a:a-5

In these verses succession refers to succession in estate and to take it in its figurative
meaning of succession in prophetic knowledge would not only be obtuse but also against
facts because knowledge and prophethood are not objects of succession nor do they
possess the quality of transmission through inheritance for in that case all the progeny of
the prophets would have been prophets. There is no sense in making a distinction that the
progeny of some prophets may inherit prophethood while others should remain deprived
of it. It is strange that the theory of transmission of prophethood through inheritance is
propagated by those who have always laid the objection against the Shi'ahs that they
regard the Imamate and the caliphate as an object of inheritance and confined to one
family only. Will not prophethood become an object of inheritance by taking succession in

?this verse to mean succession to the prophethood

If in Abu Bakr's view by virtue of this tradition there could be no successor of the Prophet
then where was this tradition when a document had been written admitting Fatimah's
~claim for succession? Thus Nuru'd

(F:4)

Din " Ali ibn Ibrahim al-Halabi ash-Shafi'i ava/vasv - 1+ f£/1$v8) quoting from Shamsu'd-Din
:Yusuf (Sibt ibn al-Jawzi) al-Hanafi &Ayv/v1ae - #6¥/ VYo%) narrated
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Abu Bakr was on the pulpit when Fatimah came to him and said "O' Abu Bakr the Qur'an
should allow your daughter to inherit you but I am not to inherit my father!" Abu Bakr
started weeping and alighted from the pulpit. Then he wrote for her about Fadak. At that
time “Umar arrived and enquired what it was. Abu Bakr replied "It is a document I have
written for Fatimah about her inheritance from her father." “Umar said "What will you
spend on the Muslims while the Arabs are waging war against you as you see?" Then

(' Umar took the document and tore it. @s-Sirah al-Halabiyyah vol .y pp. ¥#\-vsv

Every sensible person who remarks this behaviour can easily reach the conclusion that
this tradition is concocted and wrong and was fabricated only to secure possession over
Fadak and other inheritances. Consequently Fatimah refused to accept it and expressed
her anger in this way that she made a will about Abu Bakr and * Umar that the two should

:not join in her funeral prayer. " A'ishah narrated

Fatimah (p.b.u.h.) the daughter of the Holy Prophet (p.b.uh.a.h.p.) sent for Abu Bakr @fter
he became Caliph after the death of the Holy Prophet) claiming from him her inheritance
left by the Messenger of Allah from what Allah had bestowed especially) upon him at
Medina and Fadak and what was left from one-fifth (khums) of the income @nnually
received) from Khaybar. . . Abu Bakr refused to hand over anything from it to Fatimah.
Then Fatimah became angry with Abu Bakr and forsook him and did not talk to him until
the end of her life..When she died her husband " Ali ibn Abi Talib buried her at night. He
did not inform Abu Bakr about her death and offered the funeral prayer over her himself. .
. @l-Bukhari vol.s p.yvy; vola; p.aas; Muslim vol.s pp.yer-yee; al-Bayhari vol. p.va; vol.s pp.
v..—v.y; Ibn Sa'd vol.y part ¥ pAs; Ahmad ibn Hanbal vol.y p.4; at-Tabari vol.y p.yave; Ibn

(Kathir at-Tarikh vol.o pp.ras-va¢; Ibn Abi'l-Hadid vol s p.fs and Wafa' al-wafa' vol.» p.aaa
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In this connection Umm Ja'far the daughter of Muhammad ibn
(FYe)

Ja far narrated about the request of Fatimah (p.b.uh.) to Asma' bint “Umays near her
.death that

When I die I want you and " Ali to wash me and do not allow anyone to go in to me (n my
.(house

When she died "A'ishah came to enter Asma' told her "Do not enter" "A'ishah
complained to Abu Bakr (her father) saying "This Khath" amiyyah @ woman from the tribe
of Kath'am i.e. Asma') intervenes between us and the daughter of the Messenger of Allah
... Then Abu Bakr came and stood at the door and said "O' Asma' what makes you
prevent the wives of the Prophet from entering in to the daughter of the Messenger of
Allah?" Asma' replied "She had herself ordered me not to allow anyone to enter into her ..
! Abu Rakr said "Do what she has ordered you." (Hilyah al-awliya' vol.v p.fv; as-Sunan al-
kubra vol.¥ p.xas; vol.s prre; Ansab al-ashraf vol.y p.s.s; al-Isti” ab vol.f pp.yaav-1asa; Usd

@l-ghabah vol.» p.ovy; al-Isabah vol.f pp ¥vA-rva

Fatimah (p.b.uh. had also made a request to Amir al-mu'minin "Ali that she must be
buried at night and that no one should come to her that Abu Bakr and “Umar should not
be notified about her death and burial and that Abu Bakr should not be allowed to say the

prayer over her body

When she died " Ali washed and buried her in the quietness of the night not notifying Abu
Bakr and “Umar. So these two were not aware of her burial
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:Muhammad ibn *Umar al-Wagqidi (\v+ vev - v.v/AYy) said

It has been proved to us that "Ali (p.b.u.h.) performed her funeral prayer and buried her
by night accompanied by al-"Abbas (ibn " Abd al-Muttalib) and chis son) al-Fadl and did
not notify anyone. it was for this reason that the burial place of Fatimah (p.b.u.h.) was
hidden and unknown and no one is sure about it. @l-Mustadrak voly pp.ysy-ysv; al-
Musannaf vol¥ p.fy; Ansab al-ashraf vol.y pps.y f.s. al-Isti'ab vols p.asa; Usd al-
ghabah vol.s pp. avs-ave: al-Isabah vol.s pp.yva-ra.; at-Tabari vol.y pp.rera-vers; Ibn Sa' d

vola pp.ya-v.; Wafa' al-wafa voly pp.a.1-4.v 4.¥ 4.0; Ibn Abi'l-Hadid vol.\¢ pp.yva-va\

(FVY)

To attribute this displeasure of Fatimah to sentiments and thereby to lower its
importance does not evince a correct sentiment because if this displeasure had been the
result of sentiments then Amir al-mu'minin would have stopped her from this misplaced
displeasure but no history shows that Amir al-mu'minin took this displeasure to be
misplaced. Besides how could her displeasure be the result of personal feelings or
sentiments since her pleasure or displeasure always accord with Allah's will. The

:Prophet's following saying is a proof of this

O' Fatimah surely Allah is enraged in your rage and is pleased in your pleasure. @l-
Mustadrak vol.¥ p.yov; Usd al-ghabah vol.s p.ovy; al-Isabah vol ¥ p.»s¢; Tahdhib at-tahdhib
vol.ay pfy; al-Khasa'is al-kubra voly p.rss; Kanz al-"ummal volir p.as; volys p.ya:;

(Majma’ az-zawa'id vola p.y.v

A short history of Fadak after the death of Fatimah

The motive which causes us to pursue the history of Fadak and to extract the
continuation of events after it for a period of three centuries from the texts of historical
—:books is to clarify three questions
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a. The rule of annulment of inheritance from prophets made by the Holy Prophet in other
words that the property of the Holy Prophet is a part of the public treasury and belongs to
all Muslims. This was claimed by the first caliph Abu Bakr and was rejected by his
successors both by next the two caliphs (Umar and Uthman) and by the Umayyads and
the " Abbassids. We must consider that the lawfulness and rightfulness of their caliphate
depended upon the correctness and lawfulness of the caliphate of the first Caliph and his

actions

b. Amir al-mu'minin C Ali pb.uh.) and the descendants of Fatimah never had any
hesitation regarding the rightfulness and justifiability of their claim. They insisted and
confirmed that Fatimah (p.b.u.h.) had always been right and that Abu Bakr's claim had

always been rejected and they did not yield to the false claim

(F\Y)

c. Whenever one of the Caliphs made a decision to put into effect Allah's command in
regard to Fadak to observe justice and equity and to restore the right to the entitled one
in conformity with Islamic rules he used to return hack the Fadak to the descendants of

Fatimah (p.b.uh.)and to hand it over to them

Umar ibn al-Khattab was the most harsh person in keeping Fatimah (p.b.uh.) from ."\
:Fadak and her inheritance as he himself confessed

When the Messenger of Allah died I came along with Abu Bakr to "Ali ibn Abi Talib and
said "What do you say about what has been left by the Messenger of Allah? "He replied
"We have the most rights with the Holy Prophet." I (' Umar) said "Even those properties
of Khaybar?" He said "Yes even those of Khaybar." I said "Even those of Fadak?" He
replied "Yes even those of Fadak." Then I said "By Allah we say no even if you cut our

(necks with saws." (Majma" az-zawa'id vol.a pp.ya-f.
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As it has been mentioned before ~Umar then took the document of Fadak and tore it up.
But when " Umar became Caliph (\v/svf - yr/s¢¢) he gave back the Fadak to inheritors of
the Holy Prophet. Yaqut al-Hamawi @vs/wva - sysnyva) the famous historian and

:geographer following the event of Fadak said

Then when “Umar ibn al-Khattab became caliph and gained victories and the Muslims...
had secured abundant wealth d.e. the public treasury satisfied the Caliphate's needs) he
made his judgement contrary to that of his predecessor and that was to give it (Fadak)
back to the Prophet's heirs. At that time " Ali ibn Abi Talib and " Abbas ibn "~ Abd al-Muttalib

disputed Fadak

Ali said that Holy Prophet (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.) had bestowed it on Fatimah during his lifetime.’
“Abbas denied this and used to say "This was in the possession of the Holy Prophet
(p.b.uhahp,) and I am sharing with his heirs." They were disputing this« among each
other and asked “Umar to settle the case. He refused to judge between them and said
"Both of you are more conscious and aware to your problem; but I only give it to you..."
(Mu'jam al-buldan vol.s pp.rra-vra: Wafa' al-wafa vol.y p.aas; Tahdhib aL-lughah vol. O

p.\vy; Lisanal-"Arab

(FAY)
(vol.y. p.evr; Tajal-"arus voly p.yss

The reason that “Umar and Abu Bakr were trying to seize Fadak was an economic and
political reason not merely a religious one as the previous episode shows for when the
economic and political condition of the caliphate improved and there was no need of the

income obtained from Fadak “Umar's judgement changed also
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The last part of this historic event has been inserted afterwards to demonstrate the
matter of inheritance by the brother of the deceased or the paternal uncle of the
deceased when he has no sons. This problem is a matter of dispute between Islamic
sects. The judicial and jurisprudencial discussion is separate from our goal. We are only

discussing the matter historically

Abbas had no claim in this case because he had not shown that he had a share in this’
property nor did his descendants consider it to be among their own assests even when
they had became caliphs and were reigning. They owned this estate either in their
position as caliphs or they used to return it to the descendants of Fatimah when they had

.decided to be just governors

When " Uthman ibn Affan became caliph after the death of “Umar (rv/s¥¢ - vo/s08) he .x
granted Fadak to Marwan ibn al-Hakam his cousin @s-Sunan al-kubra vol.s p.xOy; Wafa'
al-wafa voly p. v...; Ibn Abi'l- Hadid vol.y p.yar) and this was one of the causes of
vindictive feelings among the Muslims towards “Uthman @I-Ma " arif Ibn Qutaybah p. 14s;
al-"Iqd al-farid vol.s pp.va* frs; at-Tarikh Abu'l-Fida' vol.\ p.\sA; at-Tarikh Ibn al-Wardi
vol.y p.x-¥) which ended in the revolt against him and his murder. "While previously
Fatimah used to claim it. sometimes as her inheritance and sometimes as a gift (from her
father) she was driven away from it (Fadak)" as Ibn Abi'l-Hadid said. (Sharh Nahj al-
balaghah). In this way Fadak fell into the possession of Marwan. He used to sell its crops
and products for at least ten thousand Dinars per year and if in some years its income
decreased this drop was not very pronounced. This was its usual profit until the time of
the caliphate of “Umar ibn “Abd al- “Aziz in .-~ A). dbn Sa”d. vol.s pp.yas Yav; Subh al-

@ sha vol.f p.vay
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(FVF)

When Mu" awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan became caliph (fy/#5\ - #./ #A+) he became a partner .»
with Marwan and others in Fadak. He alloted one third to Marwan and one third to ~ Amr
ibn “Uthman ibn "~ Affan and one third to his son Yazid. This was after the death of al-
Hasan ibn "Ali (p.b. uh.). "To make angry the progeny of the Holy Prophet" al-Ya  qubi

(states: @t-Tarikh vol.y p.1aa

It was in the possession of the three above mentioned persons until Marwan became
caliph ¢¥/5A¢ - s0/5A0) and he completely took over possession of it. Then he donated it to
his two sons " Abd al-Malik and " Abd al-'Aziz. Then " Abd al-" Aziz donated his share to his

.son  Umar ibn "Abd al.” Aziz

When “Umar ibn “Abd al-" Aziz became caliph @4y - 1.y vy+) he delivered a lecture ¥
and mentioned that: "Verily Fadak was among the things that Allah had bestowed on His
Messenger and no horse nor camel was pricked against it.." and mentioned the case of
Fadak during the past caliphates until He said: "Then Marwan gave it (Fadak) to my father
and to “Abd al-Malik. It became mine and al-Walid's and Sulayman's ¢wo sons of *Abd
al-Malik). When al-Walid became caliph (sv:o - asv1o)I asked him for his share and He
gave it to me. I asked also for Sulayman's share and he gave it to me. Then I gathered the
three parts and I possess no property more preferable to me than this. Be witness that I
returned it to its original state." He wrote this to his governor of Medina (Abu Bakr ibn
Muhammad ibn * Amr ibn Hazm) and ordered him to carry out what he had declared in the
speech he delivered. Then Fadak came into the possession of the children of Fatimah.
"This was the first removal of oppression by returning it (Fadak) to the children of "Ali."

.@l-Awa'ill Abu Hilal al-" Askari p.¥-4). They possessed it during the reign of this caliph
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When Yazid ibn " Abd al-Malik became caliph (.Y - v o/ vY¥) he seized Fadak and they »
(the children of " Ali) were dispossessed. It fell into the possession of the Banu Marwan as
it had been previously. They passed it from hand to hand until their caliphate expired and

passed away to the Banu al-Abbas

When Abu'l-" Abbas Abdullah as-Saffah became the first caliph of the ~ Abbasid dynasty .5
orvvea-vrevor) he gave back Fadak to the children of Fatimah and submitted it
to " Abdullah ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Hasan ibn " Ali ibn Abi Talib

(F10)

When Abu Ja " far " Abdullah al-Mansur ad-Dawanagi (\vs/va¥ - YoA/vve) became caliph he v
Seized Fadak from the children of al-Hasan

When Muhammad al-Mahdi ibn al-Mansur became caliph (\oa/vvs - v#4/vA0) he returned A
Fadak to the children of Fatimah

Then Musa al-Hadi ibn al-Mahdi «sa/vas - yv.vA#) and his brother Harun ar-Rashid . a
(v« VA% - Vav/A+4) seized it from the descendants of Fatimah and it was in the possession of
.(Banu al-" Abbas until the time that al-Ma'mun became caliph (\aA/AY - YiA/Ar

al-Ma'mun al-"Abbasi gave it back to the descendants of Fatimah (v\./avs). It is ..
:narrated through al-Mahdi ibn Sabiq that

al-Ma'mun one day sat to hear the complaints of the people and to judge in cases. The
first utter of complaint which he received caused him to weep when he looked at it. He
asked where the attorney of Fatimah daughter of the Holy Prophet was? An old man
stood up and came forth arguing with him about Fadak and al-Ma'mun also argued with

(him until he overcame al-Ma'mun. @l-Awa'il p.y-4
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al-Ma'mun summoned the Islamic jurisprudents @l-Fugaha') and interrogated them
about the claim of the Banu Fatimah. They narrated to al-Ma'mun that the Holy Prophet
gifted Fadak to Fatimah and that after the death of the Holy Prophet Fatimah demanded
Abu Bakr to return Fadak to her. He asked her to bring witnesses to her claim regarding
this gift. She brought " Ali al-Hasan al-Husayn and Umm Ayman as her witnesses. They
witnessed the case in her favour. Abu Bakr rejected their witness. Then al-Ma'mun asked
the Islamic jurisprudents: "What is your view about Umm Ayman?" They replied She is a
woman to whom the Holy Prophet bore witness that she is an inhabitant of Paradise. al-
Ma'mun disputed at length with them and forced them to accept the argument by proofs
till they confessed that " Ali al-Hasan al-Husayn and Umm Ayman had witnessed only the
truth. When they unanimously accepted this matter he restored Fadak to the

descendants of Fatimah. @t-Tarikh al-Ya " qubi vol.y pp. a8 - 1a¢

Then al-Ma'mun ordered that the estate (of Fadak) should be registered among the
property (of the descendants of Fatimah) and it was

(FV#)
registered and al-Ma'mun signed it
-Then he wrote a letter to his governor in Medina named Qutham ibn ja " far as follows

Know that Amir al-mu'minin in exercise of the authority vested upon him by the divine"
religion as the Caliph successor and the kinsman of the Holy Prophet has considered
himself more deserving to follow the precedent of the Holy Prophet (sunnatu'n-nabi) and
to carry out his commands. And the chief is more entitled) to restore to the rightful
persons any endowment gifted by the Holy Prophet or thing which the Holy Prophet had
gifted to someone. The success and safeguard of Amir al-mu'minin is by Allah and he is
particularly anxious to act in a way which will win the pleasure of the Almighty Allah for

him
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Verily the Holy Prophet had gifted the estate of Fadak to his daughter Fatimah (p.b.uh.)."
He had transferred its ownership to her. It is a clear and established fact. None of the
kindred of the Holy Prophet have any difference of view. Fatimah always claimed that
which was more deserving (to be justified) than the person (Abu Bakr) whose word was
accepted. Amir al-mu'minin considers it right and proper to restore Fadak to the heirs of
Fatimah. He would hereby win nearness to Almighty Allah by establishing His justice and
right. It would win the appreciation of the Holy Prophet by carrying into effect his
commandments. Amir al-mu'minin has commanded that this restoration of Fadak should

duly be registered. The commands should he transmitted to all the officials

Then if as it was a custom to proclaim on every hajj gathering every year) following the"
death of the Holy Prophet that anyone to whom the Holy Prophet had promised the
donation) of a gift or a present should come forward his statement will be accepted and
the promise will be fulfilled. Certainly Fatimah (p.b.uh.) had a superior right to have her
statements accepted in the matter of the gifting of Fadak by the Holy Prophet (may Allah

bless him and his descendants) to her

Verily Amir al-mu'minin has commanded his slave Mubarak at-Tabari to restore Fadak "
to the descendants of Fatimah the daughter of the holy Prophet with all its borders its
rights and all slaves attached thereto. cereal crops and other things
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(F\V)

The same has been restored to Muhammad ibn Yahya ibn al-Hasan ibn Zayd ibn "Aliibn"
al-Husayn ibn " Ali ibn Abi Talib and Muhammad ibn ~ Abdullah ibn al-Hasan ibn " Ali ibn al-
Husayn ibn " Aliibn Abi Talib

Amir al-mu'minin has appointed the two of them as the agents representing the owners"
of the lands - the heirs of Fatimah. Know then this is the view of Amir al-mu'minin and that
Allah has inspired him to obey the order of Allah and to win His pleasure and the pleasure
of the Holy Prophet. Let also your subordinates know this. Behave towards Muhammad
ibn Yahya and Muhammad ibn "Abdillah in the same manner as you used to behave
towards Mubarak at-Tabari. Help them both to everything which has to do with its
flourishing and prosperity and its improvement in abundance of cereals by Allah's will;

Mand that is an end to the matter

(This is written this Wednesday two nights past Dhu'l-gi'dah the year vy+ (\o/v/Avs

During the period of al-Ma'mun's caliphate Fadak was in the possession of Fatimah's .1\
descendants and this continued during the caliphate of al-Mu'tasim (vya/Ary - Yyv/afY) and

.@l-Wathiq (yyv/Aey - vy, Avy

When Ja " far al-Mutawakkil became caliph (rvy/Afv - vev/ As1) the one among them who .1y
was marked as an archenemy of the progeny of the Holy Prophet both of those alive and
of those dead gave the order to recapture Fadak from the descendants of Fatimah. (He
seized it and granted it to Harmalah al-Hajjam or the Cupper) and after the death of al-
Hajjam he granted it to al-Bazyar or the Falconer a native of Tabaristan. (Kashf al-
ghumnah vol.y pp.1vy - vvy; al-Bihar [Ist ed.] volA. p.y-A; Safinah al-bihar vol.y p.xs1). Abu
Hilal al-" Askari- mentioned that his name was " Abdullah ibn “Umar al-Bazyar and added:
"And there were in it (Fadak) eleven date-palm trees which the Holy Prophet had planted
by his own hands. The descendants of Abu Talib used to gather these dates. When
pilgrims @l-Hujjaj) entered Medina they donated the dates to them. Through this they
received a considerable ruturn. This news reached al-Mu- tawakkil. He ordered " Abdullah
ibn “Umar to cut up the fruits and to squeeze the juice from them. ~ Abdullah ibn “Umar
sent a man named Bishr ibn Umayyah ath-Thagafi who squeezed the fruits. It was

reported that he made it
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(FIAN)

into wine. It had not reached Basrah (on its way to the Caliph) before it decayed and al-
(Mutawakkil was killed." @l-Awa'il p.y.4

When al-Mutawakkil was killed and al-Muntasir (his son) succeeded him (vevasy - .1y
YeAAsY) he gave the order to restore Fadak to the descendants of al-Hasan and al-
Husayn and delivered the donations of Abu Talib to them and this was in yfaasy

Ref. for Nos»-\v-Futuh al-buldan vol.y ppyr-¥A; Mu’ jam al-buldan vol.f pp.y¥A-vf.; at-)
Tarikh al-Ya™ qubi vol.y p.1a4; vol.¥ pp.fA vas-14¢; al-Kamil Ibn al-Athir vol.y pp. Yys-yvs; vol »
pp. fov fav; vols p.s¥; voly p.avs; al-"Iqd al-farid vol.s PP:v\s var £¥s; Wafa' alwafa vol.y
pp.asa-y. . at-Tabagat al-kabir vol.s pp. vAs-vav; Tarikh al-Khulafa' pp.y«\-vry vas; Muruj
adh-dhahab volf pAy; Sirah “Umar ibn “Abd al-"Aziz Ibn al-Jawzi p.yl-;Subh al-a“ sha
vol.¥ p.yay; Jamharah rasa'il al-"Arab vol.y pp.»\-vy; vol. v pp. a-4-81+; ~Alam an-nisa'
voly pp.avyy —yvvy; Ibn Abi'l-Hadid vol.v¢ pp.yvv- yva: al-Awa'il p.v-4; Kashf al-ghummah

(vol.y pp.yy.-1vy; al-Bihar vol A pp.yv-1:A

It seemed that Fadak was recaptured from the descendants of Fatimah after the .\f
death of al-Muntasir (vfaAsY) because Abu'l-Hasan "Ali ibn “Isa al-Irbili d. sav/vyay)
mentioned al-Mu" tadid (vva/aay - va4/a. ) returned Fadak to the descendants of Fatimah.
Then he mentioned that al-Mugtafi (vasa/a.v - vas/a:a) seized it from them. It is said also
that al-Mugtadir (vas/a.a - ¥v./a¥y) returned it to them the descendants of Fatimah). (Kash

.@l-ghummah vol.x p.\vy; al-Bihar vol A p.y-A: Safinah vol.y p.¥oy

And after this long period of recapturing and restoration Fadak was returned to the .\o
possession of the usurpers and their heirs as it seems no further mention was made in
history and the curtain fell
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Is it then that) the judgement of he times of pagan) ignorance they desire? And who
(telse) can be better than Allah to judge for a people of assured faith. (Qur'an s:.

LETTER ¥?

In English

To One of his Officers

Now you are surely one of those whose help I take in establishing religion and with whose
help I break the haughtiness of the sinful and guard critical boundaries. You should seek
Allah's help in whatever causes you anxiety. Add a little harshness to the mixture of
leniency and remain lenient where leniency is more appropriate. Adopt harshness when
you cannot do without harshness. Bend your wings «in humbleness) before the subjects.
Meet them with your face broad and keep yourself lenient (in behaviour) with them. Treat
them equally in looking at them with half eyes or full eyes in signalling and in greeting so
that the great should not expect transgression on your part and the weak should not lose

hope in your justice; and that is an end to the matter

In Arabic
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EYBERC ..,U:Jij
WILL fY

In English

WILL v

For Imam al-Hasan and Imam al-Husayn (peace be upon them) when (¢ Abd ar-Rahman)
.Ibn Muljam ¢the curse of Allah be upon him) struck him (fatally with a sword

I advise you (both) to fear Allah and that you should not hanker after the (pleasures of
this) world even though it may run after you. Do not be sorry for anything of this world
that you have been denied. Speak the truth and act (n expectation) for reward. Be an
enemy of the oppressor and helper of the oppressed. I advise you (both) and all my
children and members of my family and everyone whom my writing reaches to fear Allah
to keep your affairs in order and to maintain good relations among yourselves for I have
heard your grand-father the Holy Prophet - p.b.u.h.a.h.p.) saying Improvement of mutual

Mdifferences is better than general prayers and fastings
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Fear) Allah @nd) keep Allah in view in the matter of orphaus. So do not allow them to)
starve and they should not be ruined in your presence

Fear)Allah @nd) keep Allah in view in the matter of your neighbours, because they were)
the subject of the Prophet's advice. He went on advising in their favour till we thought he
would allow them a share in inheritance

Fear) Allah @nd) keep Allah in view in the matter of the Qur'an. No one should excel you)
inacting uponit

Fear) Allah @nd) keep Allah in view in the matter of prayer, because it is the pillar of your)
religion

Fear) Allah @nd) keep Allah in view in the matter of your Lord's House (Ka'bah). Do not)
forsake it so long as you live, because if it is abandoned you will not be spared

Fear) Allah @nd) keep Allah in view in the matter of jihad with the help of your property,)
lives and tongues in the way of Allah

You should keep to a respect for kinship and spending for others. Avoid turning away
from one another and severing mutual relations. Do not give up bidding for good and
forbidding from evil lest the mischievous gain positions over you, and then if you will pray,
the prayers will not be granted. Then he said: O' sons of ~Abd al-Muttalib, certainly I do
not wish to see you plunging harshly into the blood of Muslims shouting "Amir al-mu'minin

has been killed. Beware do not kill on account of me except my killer
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Wait till I die by his Ibn Muljam's) existing stroke. Then strike him one stroke for his
stroke and do not dismember the limbs of the man for I have heard the Messenger of
Allah (p.b.u.h.ahp. saying Avoid cutting limbs even though it may be a rabid dog

In Arabic
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LETTER FA

In English
To Mu'awiyah

Surely revolt and falsehood abase a man in his religious as well as worldly matters and
manifest his shortcomings before his critic. You know that you cannot catch what is
destined to remain away from you. Many people had aims other than right ones) and
began to swear by Allah ¢that they will attain their goal) but He falsified them. Therefore
fear the Day when happy is he who made his end happy by good actions) while repentant
is he who allowed Satan to lead him and did not resist him. You called us to a settlement
through the Qur'an although you were not a man of the Qur'an and we responded to the

Qur'an through its judgement and not to you; and that is an end to the matter
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LETTER ¥4
In English
To Mu” awiyah

So now this world turns away from the next one. He who is devoted to it achieves nothing
from it except that it increases his greed and coveting for it. He who is devoted to it is not
satisfied with what he gets from it because of what he has not got. Eventually there is
separation from what has been amassed and a breaking of what has been strengthened.
If you take a lesson from the past you can be safe in the future; and that is an end to the

matter
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LETTER -

In English

To the officers of his army
:From the servant of Allah " Ali Amir al-mu'minin to the Officer-in-charge of garrisons

Now it is obligatory on an officer that the distinction he achieves or the wealth with which
he has been exclusively endowed should not make him change his behaviour towards
those under him and that the riches Allah has bestowed on him should increase him in

.nearness to his people and kindness over his brethren

Beware that it is obligatory for you on me that I should not keep anything secret from you
except during war nor should I decide any matter without consulting you except the
commands of religion nor should I ignore the fulfilment of any of your rights nor desist till
I discharge it fully and that for me all of you should be equal in rights. When I have done
all this it becomes obligatory on you to thank Allah for this bounty and to obey me and you
should not hold back when called nor shirk good acts and you should face harships for the
sake of right. If you do not remain steadfast in this there will be no one more humiliated in
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my view than the one among you who has deviated and then I will increase the
punishment for him wherein no one will get any concession from me. Take this (pledge)
from your (subordinate) officers and accord to them such behaviour from your side by

which Allah may improve your matters; and that is an end to the matter
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LETTER M

In English

To his collectors of dand) tax
:From the servant of Allah " Ali Amir al-mu'minin to the tax collectors

So now he who does not fear where he is going does not send forward for himself that
which could protect him. You should know that the obligations laid on you are few while
their reward is much. Even if there had been no fear of punishment for revolt and
disobedience which Allah has prohibited the reward in keeping aloof from it would be
enough (incentive) to abstain from going after it. Behave yourselves justly with the people
and act with endurance with regard to their needs because you are the treasurers of the

people representatives of the community and the ambassadors of the Imams

Do not deprive anyone of his needs and do not prevent him from (securing) his
requirements.For the collection of tax (kharaj) from the people do not sell their winter or
summer clothes nor cattle with which they work nor slaves. Do not whip anyone for the
sake of one Dirham. Do not touch the property of any person whether he be one who
prays @ Muslim) or a protected unbeliever unless you find a horse or weapons used for
attack against Muslims because it is not proper for the Muslims to leave these things in

the hands of the enemies of Islam to enable them to have power over Islam

Do not deny good counsel to yourself good behaviour to the army succour to the subjects
and strength to the religion of Allah. Strive in the way of Allah as is obligatory on you
because Allah the Glorified desires us and you to be thankful to Him as best as we can and
that we should help Him to the best of our power. And there is no power save with Allah

the All-high the All - glorious
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LETTER &Y

In English

To the Governors of various places concerning prayers

Now say the zuhr (noon) prayers with the people when the shade of the wall of the goats'
pen is equal to the wall. Say the "asr @fternoon) prayers with them when the sun is still
shining in a portion of the day enough for covering the distance of two farsakhs @bout six
miles). Say the maghrib (sunset) prayers when he who is fasting ends the fast and the
pilgrim rushes rom "Arafat) to Mina. Say the “isha' (night) prayers with them when
twilight disappears and upto one third of the night. Say the (early) morning prayers with
them when a man can recognize the face of his companion. Say the prayers with the

people as the weakest of them would do and do not be a source of trouble to them

In Arabic
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DOCUMENT (1) OF INSTRUCTION &Y
In English

Written for (Malik) al-Ashtar an-Nakha'i when the position of Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr had
become precarious and Amir al-mu'minin had appointed al- Ashtar as the Governor of
Egypt and the surrounding areas; it is the longest document and contains the greatest

.number of beautiful sayings

In the Name of Allah the Compassionate the Merciful

This is what Allah's servant "Ali Amir al-mu'minin has ordered Malik ibn al-Harith al-
Ashtar in his instrument (of appointment) for him when he made him Governor of Egypt
for the collection of its revenues fighting against its enemies seeking the good of its

Jpeople and making its cities prosperous

He has ordered him to fear Allah to prefer obedience to Him and to follow what He has
commanded in His Book (Qur'an) out of His obligatory and elective commands without
following which one cannot achieve virtue nor (can one) be evil save by opposing them
and ignoring them and to help Allah the Glorified with his heart hand and tongue because
Allah whose name is Sublime takes the responsibility for helping him who helps Him and

for protecting him who gives Him support

He also orders him to break his heart off from passions and to restrain it at the time of
their increase because the heart leads towards evil unless Allah has mercy

The qualifications of a governor and his responsibilities

Then know O' Malik that I have sent you to an area where there have been governments
before you both just as well as oppressive. People will now watch your dealings as you
used to watch the dealings of the rulers before you and they (people) will criticise you as
you criticised them (rulers). Surely the virtuous are known by the reputation that Allah
circulates for them through the tongues of His creatures. Therefore the best collection
with you should be the collection of good deeds. So control your passions and check your
heart from doing what is not lawful for you because checking the heart means detaining it

just half way between what it likes and dislikes
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Habituate your heart to mercy for the subjects and to affection and kindness for them. Do
not stand over them like greedy beasts who feel it is enough to devour them since they
are of two kinds either your brother in religion or one like you in creation. They will commit
slips and encounter mistakes. They may act wrongly wilfully or by neglect. So extend to
them your forgiveness and pardon in the same way as you would like Allah to extend His
forgiveness and pardon to you because you are over them and your responsible
Commander dmam) is over you while Allah is over him who has appointed you. He (Allah)

has sought you to manage their affairs and has tried you through them

Do not set yourself to fight Allah because you have no power before His power and you
cannot do without His pardon and mercy. Do not repent of forgiving or be merciful in
punishing. Do not act hastily during anger if you can find way out of it. Do not say: "I have
been given authority I should be obeyed when I order because it engenders confusion in
the heart, weakens the religion and takes one near ruin. If the authority in which you are
placed produces pride or vanity in you then look at the greatness of the realm of Allah
over you and His might the like of which might you do not even possess over yourself.
This will curb your haughtiness, cure you of your high temper and bring back to you your

wisdom which had gone away from you

p: 4y
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Beware of comparing yourself to Allah in His greatness or likening yourself to Him in His
power for Allah humiliates every claimant of power and disgraces every one who is
haughty

Do justice for Allah and do justice towards the people as against yourself your near ones
and those of your subjects for whom you have a liking because if you do not do so you will
be oppressive and when a person oppresses the creatures of Allah then instead of His
creatures Allah becomes his opponent and when Allah is the opponent of a person He
tramples his plea; and he will remain in the position of being at war with Allah until he
gives it up and repents. Nothing is more inducive of the reversal of Allah's bounty or for
the hastening of His retribution than continuance in oppression because Allah hears the

prayer of the oppressed and is on the look out for the oppressors

Ruling should be in favour of the people as a whole

The way most coveted by you should be that which is the most equitable for the right the
most universal by way ofjustice and the most comprehensive with regard to the
agreement among those under you because the disagreement among the common
people sweeps away the arguments of the chiefs while the disagreement among the
chiefs can be disregarded when compared with the agreement of the common people. No
one among those under you is more burdensome to the ruler in the comfort of life less
helpful in distress more disliking of equitable treatment more tricky in asking favours less
thankful at the time of giving less appreciative of reasons at the time of refusal and
weaker in endurance at the time of the discomforts of life than the chiefs. It is the
common people of the community who are the pillars of the religion the power of the
Muslims and the defence against the enemies. Your leanings should therefore be towards
them and your inclination with them. The one among the people under you who is
furthest from you and the worst of them in your view should be he who is the most
inquisitive of the shortcomings of the people because people do have shortcomings and
the ruler is the most appropriate person to cover them. Do not disclose whatever of it is
hidden from you because your obligation is to correct what is manifest to you while Allah
will deal with whatever is hidden from you. Therefore cover shortcomings so far as you
can; Allah would cover those of your shortcomings which you would like to remain under
cover from your subjects. Unfasten every knot of hatred in the people and cut away from
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yourself the cause of every enmity. Feign ignorance from what is not clear to you. Do not
hasten to second a backbiter because a backbiter is a cheat although he looks like those
who wish well

p: 4y
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About counsellors

Do not include among those you consult a miser who would keep you back from being
generous and caution you against destitution nor a coward who would make you feel too
weak for your affairs nor a greedy person who would make beautiful to you the collection
of wealth by evil ways. This is because although miserliness cowardice and greed are

different qualities yet they are common in having an incorrect idea about Allah

The worst minister for you is he who has been a minister for mischievous persons before
you and who joined them in sins. Therefore he should not be your chief man because they
are abettors of sinners and brothers of the oppressors. You can find good substitutes for
them who will be like them in their views and influence while not being like them in sins
and vices. They have never assisted an oppressor in his oppression or a sinner in his sin.
They will give you the least trouble and the best support. They will be most considerate
towards you and the least inclined towards others. Therefore make them your chief

(companions in privacy as well as in public. ¢ ¥f.

Then more preferable among them for you should be those who openly speak better
truths before you and who support you least in those of your actions which Allah does not
approve in His friends even though they may be according to your wishes. Associate
yourself with God-fearing and truthful people; then educate them so that they should not
praise you or please you by reason of an action you did not perform because an excess of

praise produces pride and drives you near haughtiness

p:yay
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The virtuous and the vicious should not be in equal position before you because this
means dissuasion of the virtuous from virtue and persuasion of the vicious to vice. Keep
everyone in the position which is his. You should know that the most conducive thing for
the good impression of the ruler on his subjects is that he should extend good behaviour
towards them lighten their hardships and avoid putting them to unbearable troubles. You
should therefore in this way follow a course by which you will leave a good impression
with your subjects because such good ideas will relieve you of great worries. Certainly the
most appropriate for good impression of you is he to whom your behaviour has not been

.good

Do not discontinue the good lives in which the earlier people of this community had been
acting by virtue of which there was general unity and through which the subjects
prospered. Do not innovate any line of action which injures these earlier ways because (n
that case) the reward for those who had established those ways will continue but the
burden for discontinuing them will be on you. Keep on increasing your conversations with
the scholars and discussions with the wise to stabilize the prosperity of the areas under

you and to continue with that in which the earlier people had remained steadfast

The different classes of people

Know that the people consist of classes who prosper only with the help of one another
and they are not independent of one another. Among them are the army of Allah then the
secretarial workers of the common people and the chiefs then the dispensers of justice
then those engaged in law and order then the payers of head tax {izyah) and land tax
(kharaj) from the protected unbelievers and the common Muslims then there are the
traders and the men of industry and then the lowest class of the needy and the destitute.
Allah has fixed the share of every one of them and laid down His precepts about the limits
of each in His Book (Qur'an) and the sunnah of His Prophet by way of of a settlement

which is preserved with us
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Now the army is by the will of Allah the fortress of the subjects the ornament of the ruler
the strength of the religion and the means of peace. The subjects cannot exist without
them while the army can be maintained only by the funds fixed by Allah in the revenues
through which they acquire the strength to fight the enemies on which they depend for
their prosperity and with which they meet their needs. These two classes cannot exist
without the third class namely the judges the executives and the secretaries who pass
judgements about contracts collect revenues and are depended upon in special and

general matters

And these classes cannot exist except with the traders and men of industry who provide
necessities for them establish markets and make it possible for others not to do all this
with their own hands. Then is the lowest class of the needy and the destitute support of
and help for whom is an obligation and everyone of them has (@ share in) livelihood in the
name of Allah. Everyone of them has a right on the ruler according to what is needed for
his prosperity. The ruler cannot acquit himself of the obligations laid on him by Allah in this
matter except by striving and seeking help from Allah and by training himself to adhere to

the right and by enduring on that account all that is light or hard

The Army .

Put in command of your forces the man who in your view is the best well - wisher of Allah
His Prophet and your Imam. The chastest of them in heart and the highest of them in
endurance is he who is slow in getting enraged accepts excuses is kind to the weak and is
strict with the strong; violence should not raise his temper and weakness should not keep

him sitting
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Also associate with considerate people from high families virtuous houses and decent
traditions then people of courage valour generosity and benevolence because they are
repositories of honour and springs of virtues. Strive for their matters as the parents strive
for their child. Do not regard anything that you do to strengthen them as big nor consider
anything that you have agreed to do for them as little (so as to give it up) even though it
may be small because this will make them your well-wishers and create a good
impression of you. Do not neglect to attend to their small matters confining yourself to
their important matters because your small favours will also be of benefit to them while

(the important ones are such that they cannot ignore them. (rfs

That commander of the army should have such a position before you that he renders help
to them equitably and spends from his money on them and on those of their families who
remain behind so that all their worries converge on the one worry for fighting the enemy.
Your kindness to them will turn their hearts to you. The most pleasant thing for the rulers
is the establishment of justice in their areas and the manifestation of the love of their
subjects but the subjects' love manifests itself only when their hearts are clean. Their
good wishes prove correct only when they surround their commanders o protect them).
Do not regard their positions to be a burden over them and do not keep watching for the
end of their tenure. Therefore be broad-minded in regard to their desires continue
praising them and recounting the good deeds of those who have shown such deeds
because the mention of good actions shakes the brave and rouses the weak if Allah so

wills
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Appreciate the performance of every one of them do not attribute the performance of
one to the other and do not minimize the reward below the level of the performance. The
high position of a man should not lead you to regard his small deeds as big nor should the

low position of a man make you regard his big deeds as small

Refer to Allah and His Prophet the affairs which wory you and matters which appear
confusing to you because addressing the people whom Allah the Sublime wishes to guide
:He said

O' you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Prophet and those vested with authority
from among you: and then if you quarrel about anything refer it to Allah and the Prophet if
(you believe in Allah and in the Last Day (of Judgement). . . (Qur'an f:s4

Referring to Allah means to act according to what is clear in His Book and referring to the
Prophet means to follow his unanimously agreed sunnah in regard to which there are no
differences

The Chief Judge ¥

For the settlement of disputes among people select him who is the most distinguished of
your subjects in your view. The cases (coming before him) should not vex him disputation
should not enrage him he should not insist on any wrong point and should not grudge
accepting the truth when he perceives it; he should not lean towards greed and should
not content himself with a cursory understanding (of a matter) without going thoroughly
into it. He should be most ready to stop o ponder) on doubtful points most regardful of
arguments least disgusted at the quarrel of litigants most patient at probing into matters
and most fearless at the time of passing judgement. Praise should not make him vain and

elation should not make him lean o any side). Such people are very few
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Then very often check his decisions and allow him so much money @s remuneration) that
he has no excuse worth hearing for not being honest) and there remains no occasion for
him to go to others for his needs. Give him that rank in your audience for which no one
else among your chiefs aspires so that he remains safe from the harm of those around
you. You should have a piercing eye in this matter because this religion has formerly been
a prisoner in the hands of vicious persons when action was taken according to passion

and worldly wealth was sought

Executive Officers »

Thereafter look into the affairs of your executives. Give them appointment after tests and
do not appoint them according to partiality or favouritism because these two things
constitute sources of injustice and unfairness. Select from among them those who are
people of experience and modesty hailing from virtuous houses having been previously in
Islam because such persons possess high manners and untarnished honour. They are the

least inclined towards greed and always have their eyes on the ends of matters

Give them an abundant livelihood (by way of salary) because this gives them the strength
to maintain themselves in order and not to have an eye upon the funds in their custody
and it would be an argument against them if they disobeyed your orders or
misappropriated your trust. You should also check their activities and have people who
report on them who should be truthful and faithful because your watching their actions
secretly will urge them to preserve trust with and to be kind to the people. Be careful of
assistants. If any one of them extends his hands towards misappropriation and the
reports of your reporters reaching you confirm it that should be regarded enough
evidence. You should then inflict corporal punishment on him and recover what he has
misappropriated. You should put him in a place of disgrace blacklist him with the charge

.of) misappropriation and make him wear the necklace of shame for his offence
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The Administration of Revenues ¢

Look after the revenue (kharaj or land tax) affairs in such a way that those engaged in it
remain prosperous because in their prosperity lies the prosperity of all others. The others
cannot prosper without them because all people are dependent on revenue and its
payers. You should also keep an eye on the cultivation of the land more than on the
collection of revenue because revenue cannot be had without cultivation and whoever
asks for revenue without cultivation ruins the area and brings death to the people. His

rule will not last only a moment

If they complain of the heaviness (of the revenue) or of diseases or dearth of water or
excess of water or of a change in the condition of the land either due to flood or to
drought you should remit the revenue to the extent that you hope will improve their
position. The remission granted by you for the removal of distress from them should not
be grudged by you because it is an investment which they will return to you in the shape
of the prosperity of your country and the progress of your domain in addition to earning
their praise and happiness for meeting out justice to them. You can depend upon their
strength because of the investment made by you in them through catering to their
convenience and can have confidence in them because of the justice cxtended to them by
being kind to them. After that circumstances may so turn that you may have to ask for
their assistance when they will bear it happily for prosperity is capable of hearing
whatever you load on it. The ruin of the land is caused hy the poverty of the cultivators
while the cultivators become poor when the officers concentrate on the collection (of
money) having little hope for continuance (n their posts) and deriving no benefit from

.objects of warning
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The Clerical Establishment .»

Then you should take care of your secretarial workers. Put the best of them in charge of
your affairs. Entrust those of your letters which contain your policies and secrets to him
who possesses the best character who is not elated by honours lest he dares speak
against you in common audiences. He should also not be negligent in presenting the
communications of your officers before you and issuing correct replies to them on your
behalf and in matters of your receipts and payments. He should not make any damaging
argreement on your behalf and should not fail in repudiating an agreement against you.
He should not be ignorant of the extent of his own position in matters because he who is

(ignorant of his own position is even) more ignorant of the position of others. ( ra¥

Your selection of these people should not be on the basis of your understanding (of them)
confidence and your good impression because people catch the ideas of the officers
through affectation and personal service and there is nothing in it which is like well-
wishing or trustfulness. You should rather test them by what they did under the virtuous
people before you. Take a decision in favour of one who has a good name among the
common people and is the most renowned in trustworthiness because this will be a proof
of your regard for Allah and for him on whose behalf you have been appointed to this
position (namely your Imam). Establish one chief for every department of work. He should
not be incapable of big matters and a rush of work should not perplex him. Whenever
there is a defect in your secretaries which you overlook then you will be held responsible

forit
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Traders and Industrialists .5

Now take some advice about traders and industrialists. Give them good counsel whether
they be settled (shop-keepers) or traders or physical labourers because they are sources
of profit and the means of the provision of useful articles. They bring them from distant
and far-flung areas throughout the land and sea plains or mountains from where people
cannot come and to where they do not dare to go for they are peaceful and there is no

fear of revolt from them and they are quite without fear of treason

Look after their affairs before yourself or wherever they may be in your area. Know along
with this that most of them are very narrow-minded and awfully avaricious. They hoard
goods for profiteering and fix high prices for goods. This is a source of harm to the people
and a blot on the officers in charge. Stop people from hoarding because the Messenger of
Allah (p.b.u.h.a.hp.) has prohibited it. The sale should be smooth with correct weights and
prices not harmful to either party the seller or the purchaser; whoever commits hoarding

after you prohibit it give him exemplary but not excessive punishment

The Lowest Class v

Fear) Allah and keep Allah in view in respect of the lowest class consisting of those who)
have few means: the poor the destitute the penniless and the disabled; because in this
class are both the discontented and those who beg. Take care for the sake of Allah of His
obligations towards them for which He has made you responsible. Fix for them a share
from the public funds and a share from the crops of lands taken over as booty for Islam in
every area because in it the remote ones have the same shares as the near ones. All
these people are those whose rights have been placed in your charge. Therefore a
luxurious life should not keep you away from them You cannot be excused for ignoring
small matters because you were deciding big problems. Consequently do not be

unmindful of them nor turn your face from them out of vanity
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Take care of the affairs of those of them who do not approach you because they are of
unsightly appearance or those whom people regard as low. Appoint for them some
trusted people who are God-fearing and humble. They should infrom you of these
people's conditions. Then deal with them with a sense of responsibility to Allah on the day
you will meet Him because of all the subjects these people are the most deserving of
equitable treatment while for others also you should fulfil their rights so as to render

account to Allah

Take care of the orphans and the aged who have no means (or livelihood) nor are they
ready for begging. This is heavy on the officers; in fact every right is heavy. Allah lightens
it for those who seek the next world and so they endure (hardships) upon themselves and
trust on the truthfulness of Allah's promise to them. And fix a time for complainants
wherein you make yourself free for them and sit for them in common audience and feel
humble therein for the sake of Allah who created you. (On that occasion) you should keep
away your army and your assistants such as the guards and the police so that anyone
who like to speak may speak to you without fear because I have heard the Messenger of
Allah (p.b.uha.h.p. say in more than one place The people among whom the right of the
weak is not secured from the strong without fear will never achieve purity. Tolerate their
awkwardness and inability to speak. Keep away from you narrowness and haughtiness;
Allah would on this account spread over you the skirts of His mercy and assign the reward
of His obedience for you. Whatever you give give it joyfully but when you refuse do it

handsomely and with excuses
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Then there are certain matters which you cannot avoid performing yourself. For example
replying to your officers when your secretaries are unable to do so or disposing of the
complaints of the people when your assistants shirk them. Finish every day the work
meant for it because every day has its own work. Keep for yourself the better and greater
portion of these periods for the worship of Allah although all these items are for Allah

provided the intention is pure and the subjects prosper thereby. Communion with Allah

The particular thing by which you should purify your religion for Allah should be the
fulfilment of those obligations which are especially for Him. Therefore devote to Allah
some of your physical activity during the night and the day and whatever (worship) you
perform for seeking nearness to Allah should be complete without defect or deficiency
whatsoever physical exertion it may involve. When you lead the prayers for the people it
should be neither too long as to be) boring nor too short as to be) wasteful because
among the people there are the sick as well as those who have needs of their own. When
the Messenger of Allah (p.b.uha.hp. sent me to Yemen I enquired how I should offer
prayers with them and he replied Say the prayers as the weakest of them would say, and

be considerate to the believers

On the behaviour and action of a Ruler

Then do not keep yourself secluded from the people for a long time because the seclusion
of those in authority from the subjects is a kind of narrow-sightedness and causes
ignorance about their affairs. Seclusion from them also prevents them from the
knowledge of those things which they do not know and as a result they begin to regard
big matters as small and small matters as big good matters as bad and bad matters as
good while the truth becomes confused with falsehood. After all a governor is a human

being and cannot have knowledge of things which people keep hidden from him
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No writ is big on the face of truth to differentiate its various expressions from falsehood.
Then you can be one of two kinds of men. Either you may be generous in granting rights;
and then why this hiding in spite of (your) discharging the obligations and good acts that
you perform? Or you are a victim of stinginess; in that case people will soon give up
asking you since they will lose hope of generous treatment from you. In spite of that
there are many needs of the people towards you which do not involve any hardship on

Jyou such as the complaint against oppression or the request for justice in a matter

Further a governor has favourites and people of easy access to him. They misappropriate
things are high-handed and do not observe justice in matters. You should destroy the
root of evil in the people by cutting away the causes of these defects. Do not make any
land grants to your hangers on or supporters. They should not expect from you the
possession of land which may cause harm to adjoining people over the question of
irrigation or common services whose burden the grantees place on others. In this way the
benefit will be rather theirs than yours and the blame will lie on you in this world and the

next

Allow rights to whomsoever it is due whether near you or far from you. In this matter you
should be enduring and watchful even though it may involve your relations and favourites
and keep in view the reward of that which appears burdensome on you because its

reward is handsome
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If the subjects suspect you of high-handedness explain to them your position openly and
remove their suspicion with your explanation because this would mean exercise for your
soul and consideration to the subjects while this explanation will secure your aim of

keeping them firm in truth

Do not reject peace to which your enemy may call you and wherein there is the pleasure
of Allah because peace brings rest to your army and relief from your worries and safety
for your country. But after peace there is great apprehension from the enemy because
often the enemy offers peace to benefit by your negligence. Therefore be cautious and

.do not act by wishfulness in this matter

If you conclude an agreement between yourself and your enemy or enter into a pledge
with him then fulfil your agreement and discharge your pledge faithfully. Place yourself as
a shield against whatever you have pledged because among the obligations of Allah there
is nothing on which people are more strongly united despite the difference of their ideas
and variation of their views than respect for fulfiling pledges.Besides Muslims even
unbelievers have abided by agreements because they realized the dangers which would
come in the wake of violation thereof). Therefore do not deceive your enemy because no
one can offend Allah save the ignorant and the wicked. Allah made His agreement and
pledged the sign of security which He has spread over His creatures through His mercy
and an asylum in which they stay in His protection and seek the benefit of nearness to

Him. Therefore there should be no deceit cunning or duplicity in it
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Do not enter into an agreement which may admit of different interpretations and do not
change the interpretation of vague words after the conclusion and confirmation (of the
agreement). If an agreement of Allah involves you in hardship do not seek its repudiation
without justification because the bearing of hardships through which you expect relief
and a handsome result is better than a violation whose consequence you fear and that
you fear that you will be called upon by Allah to account for it and you will not be able to

seek forgiveness for it in this world or the next

You should avoid shedding blood without justification because nothing is more inviting of
Divine retribution greater in evil) consequence and more effective in the decline of
prosperity and cutting short of life than the shedding of blood without jus tification. On the
Day of Judgement Allah the Glorified would commence giving His judgement among the
people with the cases of bloodshed committed by them. Therefore do not strengthen
your authority by shedding prohibited blood because this will weaken and lower the
authority moreover destroy it and shift it. You cannot offer any excuse before Allah or
before me for wilful killing because there must be the question or revenge in it. If you are
involved in it be error and you exceed in the use of your whip or sword or are hard in
inflicting punishment as sometimes even a blow by the fist or a smaller stroke causes
death then the haughtiness of your authority should not prevent you from paying the

blood price to the successors of the killed person
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You should avoid self-admiration having reliance in what appears good in yourself and
love of exaggerated praise because this is one of the most reliable opportunities for
Satan to obliterate the good deeds of the virtuous

Avoid showing (the existence of) obligation on your subjects for having done good to
them or praising your own actions or making promises and then breaking them because
showing (the existence of) obligation destroys good self-praise takes away the light of
truth and breaking promises earns the hatred of Allah and of the people. Allah the

:Glorified says

(Most hateful is it unto Allah that you say what you (yourselves) do t) not. (Qur'an sy

Avoid haste in matters before their time slowness at their proper time insistence on them
when the propriety of action is not known or weakens when it becomes clear. Assign
.every matter its proper place and do every job at the appropriate time

Do not appropriate to yourself that in which the people have an equal share nor be
regardless of matters which have come to light with the excuse that you are accountable
for others. Shortly the curtains of all matters will be raised from your view and you will be
required to render redress to the oppressed. Have control over (your) sense of prestige
any outburst of anger the might of your arm and the sharpness of your tongue. Guard
against all this by avoiding haste and by delaying severe action till your anger subsides
and you regain your self-control. You cannot withhold yourself from this unless you bear

inmind that you have to return to Allah
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It is necessary for you to recall how matters went with those who preceded you be it a
government or a great tradition or a precedent of our Prophet (may Allah bless him and
his descendants) or the obligatory commands contained in the Book of Allah. Then you
should follow them as you have seen us acting upon them and should exert yourself in
following that I have enjoined upon you in this document in which I have exhausted my
pleas on you so that if your heart advances towards its passions you may have no plea in

its support

I ask Allah through the extent of His mercy and the greatness of His power of giving a
good inclination that He may prompt me and you to advance a clear plea before Him and
His creatures in @ manner that may attract His pleasure along with handsome praise
among the people good effect in the country an increase in prosperity and a hightening of
honour; and that He may allow me and you to die a death of virtue and martyrdom. Surely
we have to return to Him. Peace be on the Messenger of Allah - may Allah- shower His
blessings and plentyful salutation on him and his pure and chaste descendants; and that

is an end to the matter

In Arabic
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Footnote

This document which deserves to be called the constitution of Islamic polity was. (1)
prepared by the person who was the greatest scholar of Divine law and acted upon it
more than anyone else. From the study of Amir al-mu 'minin's way of governance in these
pages it can be concluded that his aim was only the enforcement of Divine law and the
improvement of social conditions and not to disrupt public security or to fill treasures by
plunder or to strive to extend the country's boundaries by fair means or foul. Worldly
governments generally adopt such constitutions which cater to their utmost benefit and
try to change every law which is against that aim or is injurious for their objective. But
every article of this constitution serves as a custodian of common interests and protector
of collective organization. Its enforcement has no touch of selfishness or any iota of self-
interest. It contains such basic principles of the fulfilment of Allah's obligations the
protection of human rights without distinction of religion or community the care of the
destitute and the poor and the provision of succour to the low and the down-trodden
from which full guidance can be had for the propagation of right and justice the

.establishment of peace and security and the prosperity and well-being of the people
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Amir al-mu'minin wrote this instrument for Malik ibn al-Harith al- Ashtar when he was
appointed the Governor of Egypt in vA A. H. Malik al-Ashtar was one of the chief
companions of Amir al-mu'minin. He had shown great endurance and steadfastness and
perfect confidence and trust in Amir al-mu'minin. He had attained the utmost nearness
and attachment to him by moulding his conduct and character after the conduct and
character of Amir al-mu'minin. This can be gauged by Amir al-mu'minin's words: "Malik
was to me as I was to the Messenger of Allah." (bn Abi'l-Hadid vol.\a p.aA;al-A’ lam vol.s
p.y¥1). Malik al-Ashtar too actuated by self- less feelings of service took a very active part
in military encounters and proved himself to be Amir al-mu'minin's arm in all battles and

encounters. He showed such feats of courage and daring

that his bravery was acknowledged throughout Arabia
Along with this bravery he was also conspicuous

in endurance and forebearing. In this connection Warram ibn Abi Firas an-Nakha i has
written that once Malik was passing through the market of Kufah with the dress and
turban made of gunny-cloth when a shopkeeper finding him in this condition and clothing
he threw some rotten leaves upon him but he did not at all mind this dirty behaviour nor
did he even look at him. Rather he quietly stepped forward. Then someone said to this
shopkeeper Do you know to whom you have been so insolent? He replied that he did not
know who he was whereupon he said that it was Malik al-Ashtar the companion of Amir
al-mu'minin. Hearing this he lost his senses and at once ran behind him to seek pardon for
this insolence and humiliating tir'tment. While in his search he reached a mosque where
Malik was offering prayers. When he finished the prayers this man went forward and fell
on his feet and begged pardon with great pertinacity and weeping. Malik raised the man's
beard up and said By Allah, I have come to the mosque to pray to Allah to forgive you. I
myself had pardoned you that very moment, and I hope Allah too will pardon you.
(Tanbihu 'l-khawatir wa nuzhatu 'n-nawazir vol.\ p.v;al-Bihar vol¥y p.vov). This is the
forgiveness and tolerance of a warrior at who name courage trembled and whose
swordsmanship was acknowledged by the brave men of Arabia. And this is the real sign of
bravery that a man should exercise self-control during bitterness of anger and rage and
endure hardships with patience and calmness. In this connection Amir al-mu'minin's

saying is that The bravest of men is he who over-powers his passions
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However besides these characteristics and qualities he had a perfect aptitude for
organization and administration. Thus when the “Uthmani @l-"Uthmaniyyah) party
began to spread the germs of destruction in Egypt and tried to upset the law and order of
the country by mischief and revolt then Amir al-mu'minin removed Muhammad ibn Abi
Bakr from the govern-ship and decided to appoint Malik al-Ashtar in his place although at
that time he was posted as the Governor of Nasibin. However Amir al-mu' minin sent him
word that he should nhame someone as his deputy and come to Amir al-mu'minin. On
receipt of this order Malik al-Ashtar appointed Shabib ibn * Amir al-Azdi in his place and
himself came to Amir al-mu'minin. Amir al- mu'minin gave him a warrant of appointment
and sent him off to Egypt and also sent a written order to Egyptians to obey him. When
Mu’ awiyah got the news of Malik al-Ashtar's appointment through his spies he was

perplexed because he had promised “Amr ibn al-"As

that he would give him the governship of Egyptin

reward of his services and he had hoped that "Amr ibn al-"As would easily defeat
Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr and wrest the power from him but could not imagine conquering
Egypt by defeating Malik al-Ashtar. He therefore decided to do away with him before he
took over the charge. For this he arranged with a landlord of the city of al-" Arish (or al-
Qulzum) that when Malik passed through al-" Arish on his way to Egypt he should kill him
by some device or other and in reward for this the revenue of his estate would be written
off. So when Malik al-Ashtar reached al-" Arish with retinue and force the chief of al-
" Arish gave him a good ovation and insisted on having Malik as his guest. Malik agreed
and stayed at his place. When he finished the meal the host gave him some syrup of
honey to drink in which he had mixed with poison. Soon after drinking it the poison began
to show its effect and before the eyes of everyone this great warrior known for his
swordsmanship and for putting the rows of the enemy to flight calmly went into the

.embrace of death
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When Mu" awiyah got news of his success of this device he was overjoyed and shouted in
:merriment Oh, honey is also an army of Allah and then said during a speech

Ali ibn Abi Talib had two right hand men. One was chopped off on the day of Siffin and he *
was “Ammar ibn Yasir and the second has been severed now and he is Malik al-Ashtar

But when the news of Malik's assassination reached Amir al-mu'minin he was highly
.grieved and sorrowful then he said

Malik! who is Malik? If Malik was a stone he was hard and solid; if he was a rock he was a
great rock which had no parallel. It seems his death has made me also lifeless. I swear by
Allah that his death made the Syrians joyous and insulted the Iraqis

-Then he continued

Women have become barren to give birth to such as Malik. @t-Tabari vol.y pp.yray-rvas;
Ibn al-Athir vol.¥ pp.ray-rav; al-Ya qubi vol.y p.ya¥; al-Isti” ab voly p.yvs¢s; Ibn Abi'l-Hadid
vol.# pp. ve-vv; Ibn Kathir vol.y pp.viv-v1¢; Abu'l-Fida' vol.y p.yva

LETTER &Y

In English

LETTER of

To Talhah and az-Zubayr through “Imran ibn al-Husayn al-Khuza"i (1)). Abu Ja far al-
Iskafi has mentioned this in his "Kitab al-magamat" on the excellent qualities (managqib)
.of Amir al-mu'minin (peace be upon him

Now both of you know although you conceal it that I did not approach the people till they
approached me and I did not ask them to swear allegiance to me till they themselves
swore allegiance to me and both of you were among those who approached me and
swore me allegiance. Certainly the common people did not swear me allegiance under
any force put on them or for any money given to them. If you two swore allegiance to me
obediently come back and offer repentance to Allah soon but if you swore allegiance to
me reluctantly you have certainly given me cause for action by showing your obedience
and concealing your disobedience. (v) By my life you were not more entitled than other
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muhajirun to conceal and hide the matter. Your refusing allegiance before entering into it
would have been easier than getting out of it after having accepted it
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You have indicated that I killed “Uthman; then let someone from among the people of
Medina who supported neither me nor you decide the matter between me and you. Then
one of us shall face (the command of law) according to their) involvement. You should
give up your way now when the great question before you is only one of shame before
you face the question of shame coupled with the Hell-fire; and that is an end to the

matter

In Arabic
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Footnote

Imran ibn al-Husayn al-Khuza'i was a high ranking companion distinguished in .('v)
learning and achievements and very cautious in relating traditions. He accepted Islam in
the year of Khaybar and participated in jihad with the Prophet. Was honoured with the

(judicial position at Kufah and died at Basrah in oy AH. (fvs

:One of the genuine traditions related by *Imran ibn al-Husayn about Amir al-mu'minin is

The Messenger of Allah raised and sent an army under the command of " Ali ibn Abi Talib.
From the khums (one-fifth) received by him " Ali set aside a slave girl for himself. This was
distasteful to some of his men and four of them decided to complain of this to the Prophet
(p.b.uh.ah.p). Ontheir return they approached the Prophet and one of them stood up and
said: "O' Messenger of Allah! Do you not see that " Ali did so and so?" The Prophet turned
away his face from him. Another man stood up and made the same complaint and the
Prophet turned away his face from him. Still another man stood up and repeated what his
two colleagues had said and met the same reaction. Then the fourth man stood up and
spoke like his predecessors. The Prophet (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.) then turned to them with signs of
anger on his face and said: "What do you want me to do to " Ali? (repeating thrice). Surely
" Ali is from me and I am from him and after me he is the Master of all the believers." @l-
Jami® as -sahih at-Tirmidhi vol.s p.sry; al-Musnad Abmad ibn Hanbal vol.s pp.frv-f¥A; al-
Musnad Abu Dawud at-Tayalisi p.yyvy;al-Mustadrak al-Hakim voly pp.yy.-vvy; Hilyah al-
awliya' Abu Nu” aym vols p.vaf; Tarikh al-Islam adh- Dhahabi vol.y p.yas; at-Tarikh Ibn
(Kathir vol.y p.¥rs; Usd al- ghabah Ibn al-Athir vol.r p.vv al-Isabah Ibn Hajar vol.y p.s.4
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That is you are men of riches and means having a large tribe and community. What is .(v)
the need to you to do for this double dealing of concealing the real feelings of the heart
showing obedience and swearing allegiance loathsomely and unwillingly. Of course if
someone else who was weak and helpless said that he was obliged to swear allegiance
his point could be accepted to some extent. But when no one else has expressed his
helplessness in the matter why did this helplessness befall you so that you now regard

Yyour swearing of allegiance to be the result of your helplessness

LETTER 0O

In English
To Mu’ awiyah

Now Allah the Glorified has made this world for what is to come hereafter and put its
inhabitants to trial as to which of you is good in action and we have not been created for
this world nor ordered to strive for it but we have been made to stay in it to stand trial
therein. So Allah has tried me with you and tried you with me. He has therefore made

.either of us a plea for the other

Now you have leapt on the world by a wrong interpretation of the Qur'an and wanted me
to account for what neither my hand nor tongue was responsible but you and the Syrians
put the blame on me and your scholar incited against me the ignorant and one who is
sitting incited the one who is standing. You should fear Allah- about yourself and not allow
Satan to lead you. Turn your face towards the next world because that is our path and
your path and fear that Allah may not entangle you in any sudden infliction which may
destroy the root as well as cut away the branches. I swear to you by Allah an oath which
will not be broken that if destiny brings me and you together I shall steadfastly hold

(before you: Until Allah judges between us and He is the Best of the judges. (Qur'an vy

p:Y¥f:


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Page pAIc of wpgq Ghaemiyeh center of computerized researches www.Ghaemiyeh.com In Arabic

In Arabic

(M\:\.:l&ﬂg\:f&v

4 glre I

"\

Myi@é.ﬂb‘il;ﬁi;ﬁiﬂwy% s ‘rg;l A (Gl s 815 u,\xuumy;,uwwmgm.\xu\

m,mt}uuu.\slwtp(\)%.w‘fmuk” \,A>\Jw@efmbigmugm@%%wm/%uww;,
RN vsu\;u(.{wujcr&uur&dumqucd¢L.J\ULAUJa;ﬁgc@m.‘y}@:ﬂgm@%
@,uh},\”um&@u\ 54215 &}ju}ﬁc&@,ﬁﬁu\é\ d,.pu‘(r) S35 Szt @L,L&M
&,u wa,wmc‘ Ju,w&cafu;;(wu\ m&g,\ dbc(?)ﬂ.mébj: (a)ym

(Sl 52 535 mvsx )W)
In Persian
4 glee @

u,v_v\.a)\mbsjslj(’:f)ca:\.s)\jeu?\6ljbl_.;.sg\x._w.u)\u\p-bl.q.a':)):)l.k}sbjl ) e 4 Osls 0]
Ls 4 (i 0313 Olap M & L (gl g5 5 el oy 55 Lis (1 5 Lo el 351875855 & oIS 558 g, b el AS
g,:w\;,\;g;.,,p@ig_aﬁ\,uj\u&wwﬂyg\,,:)9:4{\,aM,\bum,.ﬁ;f&u;ToT,;uﬁuT
55 (Olae J9) 55 0T 4 5 L) 5 s 45T (ST o Sl 55 e 3l i 5 063,51 65 W 4 O3 b s)d s
oot 15 08 Ka Led 0 sk 5y BT 3 o Lot QST b i) Coogs o 5 kil | 355 0T pli o3 50
Sl 5 g eoly a8 O ST (Gaw a5z diS aly 5 lge ST Glard gl e s i e plae . dS 0 S o
o oo S 105 0 5 (6l Bl e WlaB 1y 5 s 5 S 1) Sy oS (M L (9355 4 10 Sl e 500 8
Lo Obe st 1) dsle ol st g5 ol s Ol o 03,57 3,8 LSS 53 1y 5 5 e S 505 Slepols Bs 0Ty o8 68 e

(C,.w\ Q‘)}‘J@f.@{j‘j.&f&)}\b

p: ¥y


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Page pA0 of wpgq Ghaemiyeh center of computerized researches www.Ghaemiyeh.com INSTRUCTION o¢

INSTRUCTION &f

In English

INSTRUCTION »#

When Amir al-mu'minin placed Shurayh ibn Hani @l- Madhhiji) at the head of the
vanguard preceding towards Syria he issued this document of instruction to him

Fear Allah every morning and evening and remain apprehensive about yourself of this
deceitful world and do not regard it safe in any case. Know that if for fear of some evil you
do not refrain yourself from things which you love then passions will fling you into a lot of
harm. Therefore be for yourself a refrainer and protector and for your anger a

suppressor and killer

In Arabic
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In English
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To the people of Kufah at the time of his march from Medina to Basrah

Now I have come out of my city either as an oppressor or as the oppressed either as a
rebel or one against whom rebellion has been committed. In any case to whomsoever
this letter of mine reaches I appeal to him in the name of Allah that he should come to me
and if I am in the right he should help me; but if I am in the wrong then he should try to

.get me to the right according to his view

In Arabic
CM\:\.A&AJ;.JK&U
o 2l I audadl o 0 ms Lo 45,1 ol |

() 1 1 8 0 5 bl 5751 T acle Las G5 Lo 3 L s G135 Ll G s (1) 2= (e S35 G dsg U

) 2 bt EI 00 Sl et E3 56 o) 54
In Persian
B 0304

b o w8 b cpulaeT 05 dindn 350 ol 51 o 15955 5 15 5Ly 1 g sl (51 3,0 038 s s
ils 8 5L G 1pe pag SRS S5 S (g5l il LS SG e STes”

LETTER 0A
In English

Written to the people of various localities deseribing what took place between him and
the people of Siffin
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The whole thing began thus that we and the Syrians met in an encounter although we
believe in one and the same Allah and the same Prophet and our message in Islam is the
same. We did not want them to add anything in the belief in Allah or in acknowledging His
Messenger (may Allah bless him and his descendants) nor did they want us to add any
such thing. In fact there was complete unity except that we differed on the question of
“Uthman's blood while we were uninvolved in it. We suggested to them to appease the
situation by calming the temporary irritation and pacifying the people till matters settled

.down and stabilized when we would gain strength to put matters right

They however said that they would settle it by war. Thus they refused our offer and
consequently war spread its wings and came to stay. Its flames rose and became strong.
When the war had bitten us as well as them and pierced its talons into us as well as them
they accepted what we had proposed to them. So we agreed to what they suggested and
hastened to meet their request. In this way the plea became clear to them and no excuse
was left to them. Now whoever among them adheres to this will be saved by Allah from
ruin and whoever shows obstinacy and insistence (on wrong) is the reverser whose heart

has been blinded by Allah and evils will encircle his head

In Arabic
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LETTER 0%

In English

To al-Aswad ibn Qutbah the Governor of Hulwan

Now if the actions of a governor follow the passions he will be greatly hampered in
justice. All the people should be equal in right before you because injustice cannot be a
substitute for justice. Avoid that thing the like of which you would not like for yourself.
Exert yourself in what Allah has made obligatory on you hoping for His reward and fearing

His chastisement

Know that this world is the place of trial. Whoever here wastes any hour of his time will
repent it on the Day of Judgement and nothing can ever make you too satisfied as not to
need right. One of the rights on you is that you should protect yourself from sins) and
look after the subjects to your best. The benefit that will come to you from this will be

greater than that which will accrue o people) through you; and that is an to the matter

In Arabic
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LETTER 7.

In English

To the officers through whose jurisdiction the army passed

From the servant of Allah "Ali Amir al-mu'minin to all the collectors of revenue and
officers of the realm through whose area the army passes

Now I have sent an army that will pass by you if Allah wills. I have instructed them about
what Allah has made obligatory on them namely that they should avoid molestation and
evade harm. I hold myself clear before you and those unbelievers) who are under your
protection from any annoyance committed by the army axcept when one is compelled by
hunger and there is no other way of satisfying it. If anyone of them takes anything
through force you should punish him. None of you should be silly enough to obstruct them
or intervene in matters which we have allowed them by way of exception. I am myself
within the army. So refer to me their high-handedness and any hardship which is caused
by them and which you cannot avert except through Allah and through me. I shall then

avert it with the help of Allah if He so wills
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LETTER #\
In English

To Kumayl ibn Ziyad an-Nakha'i the Governor of Hit expressing displeasure on his
inability to prevent the enemy forces that passed through his area from marauding

Now the neglecting by a man of what he has been made responsible for and doing what is
to be done by others is a manifest weakness and a ruinous sight. Certainly your advance
on the people of Qarqisiya and your leaving the arsenals over which we had set you
without anyone to protect them or to repulse the enemy force savoured of shattered
thinking. In this way you served like a bridge for the enemy who came marauding on your
allies while your arms were weak you had no awe around you; you could not prevent the
enemy from advancing; you could not break his might; you could not defend the people of

your area and you could not discharge functions on behalf of your Imam
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LETTER #Y

In English

To the people of Egypt sent through Malik al-Ashtar when he was made the Governor of
that place

Now Allah the Glorified deputed Muhammad (may Allah bless him and his descendants) as
a warner for all the worlds and a witness for all the prophets. When the Prophet expired
the Muslims quarrelled about power after him. By Allah it never occurred to me and 1
never imagined that after the Prophet the Arabs would snatch away the caliphate from
his Ahlu'l-bayt (the members of his house) nor that they would take it away from me after

(him but I suddenly noticed people surrounding the man to swear him allegiance.(
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I therefore withheld my hand till I saw that many people were reverting from Islam and
trying to destroy the religion of Muhammad may Allah bless him and his descendants). I
then feared that if I did not protect Islam and its people and there occurred in it a breach
or destruction it would mean a greater blow to me than the loss of power over you which
was in any case to last for a few days of which everything would pass away as the mirage
passes away or as the cloud scuds away. Therefore in these happenings I rose till wrong
was destroyed and disappeared and religion attained peace and safety. A part of the

same letter

By Allah if I had encountered them alone and they had been so numerous as to fill the
earth to the brim I would not have worried or become perplexed.I am clear in myself and
possess conviction from Allah about their misguidance and my guidance. I am hopeful
and expectant that I will meet Allah and get His good reward. But I am worried that silly
and wicked people will control the affairs of the entire community with the result that they
will grab the funds of Allah as their own property and make His people slaves () fight with
the virtuous and ally with the sinful. Indeed there is among them he who drank wine)
unlawfully () and was whipped by way of punishment fixed by Islam and there is he who
did not accept Islam until he had secured financial gain through it. ¢¢) If this had not been
so I would not have insisted on gathering you reprehending you mobilizing you and urging

Yyou (for jihad) but if you refuse and show weakness I will leave you

p: Yo


http://www.ghaemiyeh.com

Page 9o of wwq Ghaemiyeh center of computerized researches www.Ghaemiyeh.com In Arabic

Do you not see that the boundaries of your cities have diminished your populated areas
have been conquered your possessions have been snatched away and your cities and
lands have been attacked. May Allah have mercy on you get up to fight your enemy and
do not remain confined to the earth otherwise you will face oppression and suffer
ignominy and your fate will be the worst. The warrior should be wakeful because if he

Sleeps the enemy does not sleep; and that is an end to the matter
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Footnote

The Prophet's declarations about Amir al-mu'minin that "This is my brother my. (1)
vicegerent and my caliph among you" and while returning from his farewell hajj at Ghadir
Khum that "For whosoever I am the master " Ali is his master" had settled the issue of his
own replacement and succession after which there was no need at all for any new

election nor could it be imagined that the people of Medina would feel the need

for an election. But some power-thirsty individuals so
ignored these clear injunctions as if their ears had
(never been acquainted with them and considered the election ( ray

so necessary that leaving the burial rites of the Prophet they assembled in the Sagifah of
Banu Sa " idah and elected Abu Bakr as Caliph with a show of democracy. This was a very
critical moment for Amir al-mu'minin. On one side some interested persons declared that
he should take up arms and on the other hand he noticed that those Arabs who had
accepted Islam by dint of its military strength were leaving it and Musaylimah ibn
Thumamah al-Hanafi the liar @l-Kadhdhab) and Tulayhah ibn Khuwaylid al-Asadi the
liar) were throwing tribe after tribe into misguidance. In these circumstances if there had
been a civil war and the Muslims had fought against the Muslims the forces of heresy and
hypocrisy would have joined together and swept Islam off the surface of the globe.
Therefore Amir al-mu'minin preferred to keep quiet rather than to fight and with the
purpose of maintaining the solidarity of Islam confined himself to protesting peacefully
rather than taking up arms. This was because formal power was not so dear to him as the
good and prosperity of the community. For stopping the machinations of the hypocrites
and defeating the aims of the mischief-mongers there was no other course but that he
should not fan the flames of war by giving up his own claim. This was such a big act for the

Jpreservation of Islamic polity that it is acknowledged by all the sects of Islam
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This refers to the saying of the Holy Prophet about the children of Umayyah and the .(v)
children of Abi al-"As ibn Umayyah tthe grandfather of “Uthman ibn "Affan and the
dynasty of Marwan's caliphs) as related by Abu Dharr al-Ghifari that the Holy Prophet

said

When the number of Banu (children of) Umayyah reaches forty men they will make Allah's
people their slaves grab Allah's funds as their own property and make the Book of Allah a
.cause of corruption. @l-Mustadrak vol.f p.fva; Kanz al-" ummal vol.1y p.yfs

About the children of Abi al-"As it is related by Abu Dharr Abu Sa'id al-Khudri Ibn “ Abbas
:Abu Hurayrah and others that the Holy Prophet said

When the number of Banu (children of) Abi al-" As reaches thirty men they will grab the
funds of Allah as their own property make Allah's people their slaves and make the
religion of Allah a cause of corruption. @l-Musnad Ahmad ibn Hanbal voly pa.; al-
Mustadrak al-Hakim vol.s p.fa.; al-Matalib al-"aliyah Ibn Hajar volf p.y+y; Majma az-

.zawa'id al-Haytami vol.s pp.vf\ yer; Kanz al-" ummal al-Muttagi vol.1y pp.1fA ¥4 ¥y vof

The history of Islam @fter the death of the Holy Prophet) has enough evidence to prove
this prophecy of the Holy Prophet; and the fear of Amir al-mu'minin for the Muslim
.community was based on this reason

The man who drank wine was al-Walid ibn “Ugbah ibn Abi Mu”ayt. He was of the . )
same mother as Caliph *~Uthman and his Governor of Kufah. al-Walid on an occasion in a
state of intoxication led the morning prayers in the Central mosque of Kufah with four
units (raka ah) instead of the usual two as prescribed by the Holy Prophet. The
congregation which consisted of several pious persons like Ibn Mas ud was much

incensed and still more irritated when finishing the four units al-Walid said
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What a pleasant morning! I would like to extend the prayers further if you consent

Repeated complaints had already been made to the Caliph against al-Walid on account of
his debauchery but as often dismissed. People now reproached * Uthman for not listening
to their grievances and favouring such a scoundrel. By chance they succeeded in taking
off the signet ring from the hand of the Governor while he lay senseless from the effects
of a debauch and carried it off to Medina. Still the caliph was slow and hesitated to
enforce punishment upon his Governor (of the same mother) ; giving cause to be himself
reproachfully accused of ignoring the law; though at last he was persuaded to have al-
Walid scourged with forty strokes. He was consequently deposed from his office. Sa"id
ibn al-" As a cousin of “Uthman was appointed to take his place and this was a matter of
great reproach against “Uthman. (Ansab al-ashraf al-Baladhuri vol.s pp.rv-rs; al-Aghani;
Abu'l-Faraj al-Isfahani vol.s pp.\ve- \av; al-Isti” ab vol.s pp.vear-vasv; Usd al-ghabah vol.s
pp.av-ay; at-Tabari vol.y pp.vasr-vas.; Ibn al-Athir vol.y pp.1Os-1Ov; Ibn Abi'l-Hadid vol.\v

(PP.YYV-YFd

The man who accepted Islam after securing financial gain was Mu” awiyah who was .(f)
adhering to Islam only for worldly benefits

LETTER 7Y
In English

To Ahu Musa ( Abdullah ibn Qays) al-Ash’ari the Governor of Kufah when Amir al-
mu'minin learned that he was dissuading the people of Kufah from joining in the battle of
Jamal when Amir al-mu'minin had called them to fight along with him
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:From the servant of Allah Amir al-mu'minin to " Abdullah ibn Qays

Now I have come to know of words uttered by you which go in your favour as well as
against you.(y) So when my messenger reaches you prepare yourself and get ready come
out of your den and call those who are with you. Then if you are convinced of the truth get
up but if you feel cowardice go away. By Allah you will be caught wherever you may be
and you will not be spared till you are completely upset and everything about you is
scattered and till you are shaken from your seat. Then you will fear from your front as you

do from the rear

What you hope is not a light matter but it is serious calamity. We have to ride its camels
overcome its difficulties and level its mountains. Set your mind in order take a grip on your
affairs and acquire your dot and your) share. If you do not like it then go away to where
neither you are welcome nor can you escape from it. It is better that you be left alone and
lie sleeping. Then no one will enquire where is so-and-so. By Allah this is the case of right
with the rightful person and we do not care what the heretics do; and that is an end to the

matter

In Arabic
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Footnote

When Amir al-mu'minin had the idea of suppressing the .(\)
revolt of the people of Basrah he sent this letter through

Imam al-Hasan to Abu Musa( Abdullah ibn Qays) al-Ash" ari

who had been appointed Governor of Kufah by - Uthman wherein

he has ascolded him for his duplicit and contradictory behaviour and attempted to
persuade him to jihad because on one side he used to say that Amir al-mu'minin was the
true Imam and allegiance to him was right and on the other he said that to support him in
fighting against the Muslims was not right; but it was a mischief and it was necessary to
keep off this mischief. Thus Amir al-mu'minin has referred to this contradictory view by
the words "huwa laka wa "alayka" (which go in your favour as well as against you). The
intention is that when Amir al-mu'minin is the rightful Imam how can fighting his enemy
with him be wrong? And if fighting on his side is wrong then what is the meaning of his

being the rightful Imam

In any case in spite of his dissuading from fighting the people of Kufah came out in large
numbers to join Amir al-mu'minin's army and took full part in the battle giving such a
defeat to the people of Basrah that they never again dared to revolt

LETTER 7Y

In English
In reply to Mu” awiyah

Now then certainly we and you were on amiable terms as you say but difference arose
between us and you the other day when we accepted belief (iman) and you rejected it.
Today the position is that we are steadfast (in the belief) but you are creating mischief.
Those of you who accepted Islam did so reluctantly and that too when all the chief men
had accepted Islam and joined the Messenger of Allah- (may Allah- bless him and his

.(descendants
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You have stated that I killed Talhah and az-Zubayr forced " A'ishah out of her house and
adopted residence between the two cities (Kufah and Basrah). (\) These are matters with
which you have no concern nor do they involve anything against you. Therefore no

.explanation about them is due to you

You also state that you are coming to me with a party of muhajirun and ansar but hijrah
came. to an end on the day your brother was taken prisoner. If you are in a hurry then
wait a bit as I may come to meet you and that would be more befitting as that would
mean that Allah has appointed me to punish you. But if you come to me it would be as the

poet of Banu Asad said

They are advancing against summer winds which are hurling stones on them in the
highlands and lowlands

Remember) I have still the sword with which I dispatched your grandfather your)
mother's brother and your brother to one and the same place. By Allah I know what you
are. Your heart is sheathed and your intelligence is weak. It is better to say that you have
ascended to where you view a bad scene which is against you not in your favour because
you are searching a thing lost by someone else you are tending someone else's cattle and
you are hankering after a thing which is not yours nor have you any attachment with it.
How remote are your words from your actions and how closely you resemble your
paternal and maternal uncles who were led by their wickedness and love for wrong to
oppose Muhammad (may Allah bless him and his descendants) and in consequence they
were killed as you know. They could not put up a defence against the calamity and could
not protect their place of safety from the striking of swords which abound in the battle

.and which do not show weakness
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You have said a lot about killing of ~Uthman. You first join what the people have joined
(.e. allegiance) then seek a verdict about (the accused people) from me and I shall settle
the matter between you and them according to the Book of Allah the Sublime. But what
you are aiming at is just the fake nipple given to a child in the first days of stopping of

.nursing. Peace be on those who deserve it

In Arabic
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Footnote

Mu’ awiyah had written a letter to Amir al-mu'minin in which after recalling mutual . (1)
unity and amicability he laid on him the blame of killing Talhah and az-Zubayr and ousting
" A'ishah from her house and objected to his adopting Kufah as his seat of government in
place of Medina. In the end he gave a threat of war and said that he was about to come
out with a force of muhajirun and ansar to fight. Amir al-mu'minin wrote this letter in reply
to him wherein commenting on Mu" awiyah's claim for unity he says that: "There might
have been unity between you and us but with the advent of Islam such a gulf has
developed between the two that it is not possible to bridge it and such a separation has
occurred which cannot be removed. This was because we responded to the call of the
Prophet and hastened towards Islam but your position was that you were still in the state
of unbelief and ignorance whereby we and you came to adopt separate ways. But when
Islam secured stability and the chiefs of Arabs entered its fold you too were obliged to
and secured protection of your lives by putting the covering of Islam on your faces but
continued secretly to fan the mischief intended to shatter its foundations. Since we had
accepted Islam of our own free will and pleasure we adhered to the right path and at no
stage did any faltering occur in our steadfastness. Therefore your acceptance of Islam

"too could not make us agree with your views
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As regards Nlu awiyah's accusation that Amir al-mu'minin engineered the kiling of
Talhah and az-Zubayr; then even if this blame is admitted as true is it not a fact that they
had openly revolted against Amir al-mu'minin and had risen for war after breaking the
allegiance. Therefore if they were killed in connection with the revolt their blood would be
wasted and no blame would lie on the killer because the penalty for him who revolts
against the rightful Imam is death and fighting against him is permissible without doubt.
The fact however is that this accusation has no reality because Talhah was killed by a

:man of his own party. Thus the historians write

Marwan ibn al-Hakam shot Talhah with an arrow and turning to Aban ibn ~ Uthman said:
"We have killed a killer of your father and relieved you of revenge." (Ibn Sa"d vol.r part
p.vos; Ibn al-Athir voly p.ve¢; al-Isti” ab vol.y pp.yvss-vs4; Usd al-ghabah voly pps. #; al-

.Isabah vol.y p.r++; Tahdhib at-tahdhib vol.s p.v\

As for az-Zubayr he was killed by “Amr ibn Jurmuz on his way back from Basrah and
there was no prompting by Amir al-mu'minin in it. Similarly * A'ishah herself came out of
her house as the head of this rebellious group while Amir al-mu'minin counselled her
several times to realize her position and not to step out of her bounds but these things

had no effect on her

Of the same type was his criticism that Amir al-mu'minin left Medina and adopted Kufah
as the seat of his government because Medina turns out bad people from itself and
throws away dirt. The reply to it is only this that Mu" awiyah himself too always retained

Syria as his capital keeping away from Medina
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In this way what right can he have to object to Amir al-mu'minin changing his seat. Amir
al-mu'minin left Medina because of those rebellions which had cropped up from all sides.
To suppress them only the selection of such a place as capital from where military
assistance could be mobilized at any time could be useful. Thus Amir al-mu'minin had
seen on the occasion of the battle of Jamal that a great majority of the people of Kufah
had supported him and that therefore by making it a base for the army defence against
the enemy could be easily managed while Medina was not appropriate for military

.mobilization or for supplies

Lastly as for Mu'awiyah's threat that he would march with muhajirun and ansar Amir al-
mu'minin gave a reply to this point in a very subtle way namely that How would you bring
muhajirun now since the door for hijrah was closed the day when your brother Yazid ibn
Abi Sufyan was taken prisoner. This man was taken prisoner on the day of the fall of
Mecca and there is no question of hijrah after the fall of Mecca so as to enable any one to
be called a muhajirun because of the Prophet's saying: "There is no hijrah after the

"victory over Mecca

LETTER 74

In English
To Mu” awiyah

Now this is the time (1) that you should derive benefit by observing a clear view of the
main matters because you have been treading in the path of your forefathers in making
wrong claims spreading false and untrue notions claiming for yourself what is far above
you and demanding what is not meant for you because you want to run away from right
and to revolt against what is more fastened to your flesh and blood namely what has
been heard by the depth of your ears and has filled your chest. And after forsaking right
there remains nothing except clear misquidance and after disregarding a (clear)
statement there is nothing except confusion. You should therefore guard (yourself)
against doubts and its ill-effects of confusion because for a long time mischief has spread

its veils and its gloom has blinded your eyes
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I have received your letter which is full of uncouth utterances which weaken the cause of
peace and nonsensical expressions which have not been prepared with knowledge and
forbearance. By reason of these things you have become like one who is sinking in a
marsh or groping in a dark place. You have raised yourself to a position which is difficult to
approach and devoid of any signs o guide). Even the royal kite cannot reach it. It is
parallel to the " Ayyuq (the star Capella) in height. May Allah forbid that you be in charge of
people's affairs after my assuming authority as Caliph or that I issue an edict or
decument granting you authority over any one of them. Therefore from now onwards
you guard yourself and be watchful because if you recalcitrate till the people of Allah @re
forced to) rush upon you then matters will be closed for you and whatever can be

accepted from you today will not be accepted then; and that is an end to the matter

In Arabic
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Footnote

At the end of the battle of the Kharijites Mu" awiyah wrote a letter to Amir al-mu'minin .(\)
wherein as usual he indulged in mud-throwing. In reply Amir al-mu'minin wrote this letter
in which he has tried to draw Mu" awiyah's attention to the clear facts about this very
battle of the Kharijites because this battle took place in accordance with the prophecy of
the Prophet while Amir al-mu'minin himself too had said before the battle that besides the
people of Jamal and Siffin he had to fight against one more group and they were the
"deviators" from the religion namely the Kharijites. The occurrence of this battle and the
killing of the man with breasts (Dhu'th- thudayyah) was a clear proof of Amir al-mu'minin
being in the right. If Mu'awiyah had not been obsessed with self-advertisement and lust
for conquests and had not shut his eyes against the right like his forefathers Abu Sufyan
and his brother " Utbah he would have seen right and come on its path. But compelled by
his natural inclination he always evaded right and truth and kept himself blind to those
sayings of the Prophet which threw light on Amir al-mu'minin's Imamate and vicegerency.
Because of being with the Prophet in the farewell pilgrimage the Prophet's saying: "Of
whomsoever I am the master "Ali is his master" was not hidden from him and neither
was the Prophet's saying that: "O' " Ali you are to me as Harun was to Musa" because of
his presence on the occasion of the battle of Tabuk. In spite of all this he passed his life in
concealing right and encouraging wrong. This was not due to any misunderstanding but it

was his lust for power that kept prompting him to suppress and trample truth and justice
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LETTER ##

In English

To “Abdullah ibn al-" Abbas
(This letter has already been included with a different version)

And then sometimes a person feels joyful about a thing which he was not to miss in any
case and feels grieved for a thing which was not to come to him at all. Therefore you
should not regard the attainment of pleasure and the satisfaction of the desire for
revenge as the best favour of this world but it should be the putting off of the flame of)
wrong and the revival of right. Your pleasure should be for what (good acts) you have
sent forward; your grief should be for what you are leaving behind; and your worry

should be about what is to befall after death
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LETTER 7Y

In English

To Qutham ibn al-" Abbas his Governor of Mecca

Now make arrangements for hajj by the people remind them of the days o be devoted
to) Allah. Sit for giving them audience morning and evening. Explain the law to the seeker
teach the ignorant and discuss with the learned. There should be no intermediary
between you and the people except your tongue and no guard save your own face. Do
not prevent any needy person from meeting you because if the needy is returned
unsatisfied from your door in the first instance then even doing it thereafter will not bring

.you praise

See what has been collected with you of the funds of Allah (n the public treasury) and
spend it over the persons with families the distressed the starving and the naked at your
.end. Then send the remaining to us for distribution to those who are on this side

Ask the people of Mecca not to charge rent from lodgers because Allah the Glorified says
that: "alike; for the dweller therein as well as the stranger" Qur'an ry:vs). "al-"akif" the
dweller) here means he who is living there while "al-badi" the stranger) means he who is
not among the people of Mecca comes for hajj from outside. May Allah grant us and you

Jpromptitude for seeking His love (by doing good acts); and that is an end to the matter

In Arabic
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LETTER #A

In English

To Salman al-Farisi before Amir al-mu'minin's caliphate

Now the example of the world is like that of a snake which is soft in touch but whose
poison is fatal. Therefore keep yourself aloof from whatever appears good to you
because of its short stay with you. Do not worry for it because of your conviction that it
will leave you and that its circumstances are vicissitudes. When you feel most attracted
towards it shun it most because whenever someone is assured of happiness in it it throws
him into danger; or when he feels secure in it the world alters his security into fear; and

thatis an end to the matter
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LETTER #4%

In English

To al-Harith dbn " Abdillah al A® war) al-Hamdani

Adhere to the rope of the Qur'an and seek instructions from it. Regard its lawful as lawful
and its unlawful as unlawful. Testify the right that has been in the past. Take lesson for
the present condition of this world from the past (condition) because its one phase
resembles the other and its end is to meet its beginning and the whole of it is to change
and depart. Regard the name of Allah as too great to mention Him save in the matter of
right. Remember more often death and (what is to come) after death. Do not long for

.death except on a reliable condition

Avoid every action which the doer likes for his own self but dislikes for the Muslims in
general. Avoid every such action which is performed in secret and from which shame is
felt in the open. Also avoid that action about which if the doer is questioned he himself
regards it bad or offers excuses for it. Do not expose your honour to be treated as the
subject of people's discussions. Do not relate to the people all that you hear for that
would amount to falsehood. Do not contest all that the people relate to you for that would
mean ignorance. Kill your anger and forgive when you have power o punish). Show
forbearance in the moment of rage and pardon in spite of authority; the eventual end will
then be in your favour. Seek good out of every favour that Allah has bestowed on you and
do not waste any favour of Allah over you. The effect of Allah's favours over you should

be visible on you
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Know that the most distinguished among the believers is he who is the most forward of
them in spending from himself his family and his property because whatever good you
send forward Will remain in store for you and the benefit of whatever you keep behind
will be derived by others. Avoid the company of the person whose opinion is unsound and

whose action is detestable because a man is judged after his companion

Live in big cities because they are collective centres of the Muslims. Avoid places of
neglectfulness and wickedness and places where there are paucity of supporters for the
obedience of Allah. Confine your thinking to matters which are helpful to you. Do not sit in
the marketing centres because they are the meeting-places of Satan and targets of
mischiefs. Frequently look at those over whom you enjoy superiority because this is a

way of giving thanks

Do not undertake a journey on Friday until you have attended the prayers except when
you are going in the way of Allah or in an excusable matter. Obey Allah in all your affairs
because Allah's obedience has precedence over all other things. Deceive your heart into
worshipping persuade it and do not force it. Engage it (in worshipping) when it is free and
merry except as regards the obligations enjoined upon you for they should not be
neglected and must be performed at the five times. Be on guard lest death comes down
upon you while you have fled away from your Lord in search of worldly pleasure. Avoid
the company of the wicked because vice adjoins vice. Regard Allah as great and love His
lovers. Keep off anger because it is one large army from Satan's armies; and that is an

.end to the matter
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LETTERY-
In English

To Sahl ibn Hunayf al-Ansari his Governor of Medina about certain persons in Medina who
had gone over to Mu" awiyah

Now I have come to know that certain persons from your side are stealthily going over to
Mu" awiyah. Do not feel sorry for their numbers so lost to you or for their help of which
you are deprived. It is enough that they have gone into misguidance and you have been
relieved of them. They are running away from guidance and truth and advancing towards
blindness and ignorance. They are seekers of this world and are proceeding to it and are
leaping towards it. They have known justice seen it heard it and appreciated it. They have
realized that here to us all men are equal in the matter of right. Therefore they ran away

to selfishness and partiality. let them remain remote and far away

By Allah surely they have not gone away from oppression and joined justice. In this
matter we only desire Allah to resolve for us its hardships and to level for us its uneveness
if Allah wills; and that is an end to the matter
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LETTER Y
In English

To al-Mundhir ibn Jarud al-" Abdi who had misappropriated certain things given into his
administrative charge

Now the good behaviour of your father deceived me about you and I thought that you
would follow his way and tread in his path. But according to what has reached me about
you you are not giving up following your passions and are not retaining any provision for
the next world. You are making this world by ruining your next life and doing good to your

kinsmen by cutting yourself off from religion

If what has reached me about you is correct then the camel of your family and the strap
of your shoe is better than yourself. A man with qualities like yours is not fit to close a hole
in the ground nor for performing any deed nor for increasing his position nor for taking
him as a partner in any trust nor for trusting him against misappropriation. Therefore

Jproceed to me as soon as this letter of mine reaches you if Allah so wills

as-Sayyid ar-Radi says: al-Mundhir ibn Jarud al-" Abdi is he about whom Amir al-mu'minin
:(peace be upon him) said that

He looks very often at his shoulders feels proud in his garments @ppearance) and usually
blows away ust) from his shoes
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LETTER VY

In English

To “Abdullah ibn al-" Abbas

Now you cannot go farther than the limit of your life nor can you be given a livelihood
which is not for you. Remember that this life consists of two days - a day for you and a
day against you and that the world is a house (changing) authorities. Whatever in it is for
you will come to you despite your weakness; and whatever in it turns against you cannot

be brought back despite your strength
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LETTER YY

In English
To Mu'awiyah

Now (in) exchanging replies and listening to your letters my view has been weak and my
intelligence has been erring. When you refer your demands to me and expect me to send
you written replies you are like one who is in deep slumber while his dreams contradict
him or one who stands perplexed and overwhelmed not knowing whether whatever
comes to him is for him or against him. You are not such a man but he is (to some extent)
like you @s you are worse than him). I swear by Allah that had it not been for (my) giving
you time you would have faced from me catastrophe that would have crushed the bones
and removed the flesh. Know that Satan has prevented you from turning to good actions

and listening to the words of counsels. Peace be upon those who deserve it
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DOCUMENT Y¥

In English

Written by Amir al-mu'minin as a protocol between the tribes of Rabi” ah and the people
.of Yemen. Taken from the writing of Hisham ibn (Muhammad) al-Kalbi

This indenture contains what the people of Yemen including the townsmen and nomads
and the tribes of Rabi" ah including the townsmen and nomads have agreed upon: that
they will adhere to the Book of Allah will call to it and order according to it and will respond
to whoever calls to it and orders according to it. They will not sell it for any price nor accept
any alternative for it. They will join hands against anyone who opposes it and abandons it.
They will help one another. Their voice will be one. They will not break their pledge on
account of the rebuke of a rebuker the wrath of an angry person the humiliating
treatment of one group to the other or the use of abusive terms by one party against the

other
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This pledge is binding on those of them who are present and those of them who are
absent; those of them who are forbearing and those of them who are foolish; those of
them who are learned and those of them who are ignorant. Along with this the pledge of

Allah is also binding on them and the pledge of Allah is to be accounted for

Written by: " Ali ibn Abi Talib

In Arabic
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LETTER Y&

In English

To Mu awiyah soon after Amir al-mu'minin was sworn in. (Muhammad ibn ~Umar) al-
"Wagqidi has mentioned this in his "Kitab al-Jamal

:From the servant of Allah " Ali Amir al-mu'minin to Mu" awiyah son of Abu Sufyan

Now you are aware of my excuses before you people and my shunning you till that
happened which was inevitable and which could not be prevented. The stroy is long and
much is to be said. What was to pass has passed and what was to come has come.
Therefore secure (my) allegiance from those who are with you and come in a deputation

.of your people to me; and that is an end to the matter
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INSTRUCTION Y¢

In English

Given to “Abdullah ibn al-"Abbas at the time of his appoint- ment as his Governor of
Basrah

Meet people with a broad face allow them free audience and pass generous orders. Avoid
anger because it is a augury of Satan. Remember that whatever takes you near Allah
takes you away from the Fire (of Hell) and whatever takes you away from Allah takes you

near the Fire
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In English

Given to "Abdullah ibn al-"Abbas at the time of his being deputed to confront the
Kharijites

Do not argue with them by the Qur'an because the Qur'an has many faces. You would say
your own and they would say their own; but argue with them by the sunnah because they
.cannot find escape from it
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LETTER YA

In English

To Abu Musa al-Ash ari in reply to his letter regarding the two arbitrators. Sa"id ibn
" Yahya al-Umawi has mentioned this in his "Kitab al-maghazi

Certainly many people have turned away from many a dasting) benefit (of the next life)
for they bent towards the world and spoke with passions. I have been struck with wonder
in this matter upon which people who are self-conceited have agreed. I am providing a
cure for their wound but I fear lest it develops into a clot of blood @nd becomes
incurable). Remember that no person is more covetous than I for the unity of the ummah
of Muhammad (may Allah bless him and his descendants) and their solidarity. I seek

through it good reward and an honourable place to return to

I shall fulfil what I have pledged upon myself even though you may go back from the
sound position that existed when you left me last because wretched is he who is denied
the benefit of wisdom and experience. I feel enraged if anyone speaks wrong or if I
should worsen a matter which Allah has kept sound. Therefore leave out what you do not
understand because wicked people will be conveying to you vicious things; and that is an

.end to the matter

P: YAV
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LETTER Y4

In English

.To the army officers when Amir al-mu'minin became Caliph

Now what ruined those before you was that they denied people their rights and then they
had to purchase them (by bribes) and they led the people to wrong and they followed it

In Arabic
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In the name of Allah

5 ARG 15 212, D, e ds
?Are those who know equal to those who do not know
al-Zumar: 4

Introduction

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan, from v..v, under the authority of
Ayatollah Haj SayyedHasanFagihImami (God blesses his soul), by sincere and daily
efforts of university and seminary elites and sophisticated groups began its activities in
religious, cultural and scientific fields

:Manifesto

Ghaemiyeh Computer Research Institute of Isfahan in order to facilitate and accelerate
the accessibility of researchers to the books and tools of research, in the field of Islamic
science, and regarding the multiplicity and dispersion of active centers in this field

and numerous and inaccessible sources by a mere scientific intention and far from any
kind of social, political, tribal and personal prejudices and currents, based on performing a
project in the shape of (management of produced and published works from all Shia
centers) tries to provide a rich and free collection of books and research papers for the
experts, and helpful contents and discussions for the educated generation and all classes
.of people interested in reading, with various formats in the cyberspace

:Our Goals are

(propagating the culture and teachings of Thaqgalayn (Quran and Ahlulbayt p.b.u.t-
encouraging the populace particularly the youth in investigating the religious issues-
replacing useful contents with useless ones in the cellphones, tablets and computers-
providing services for seminary and university researchers-

spreading culture study in the publich-

paving the way for the publications and authors to digitize their works-

:Policies
acting according to the legal licenses-
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relationship with similar centers-

avoiding parallel working-

merely presenting scientific contents-

mentioning the sources-

It’s obvious that all the responsibilities are due to the author

:Other activities of the institute

Publication of books, booklets and other editions-

Holding book reading competitions-

Producing virtual, three dimensional exhibitions, panoramas of religious and tourism-
places

Producing animations, computer games and etc-

Launching the website with this address: www .ghaemiyeh.com-

Fabricatingdramatic and speech works-

Launching the system of answering religious, ethical and doctrinal questions-

Designing systems of accounting, media and mobile, automatic and handy systems, web-
kiosks

Holding virtual educational courses for the public-

Holding virtual teacher-training courses-

Producing thousands of research software in three languages (Persian, Arabic and-
English) which can be performed in computers, tablets and cellphones and available and
downloadable with eight international formats: JAVA, ANDROID, EPUB, CHM, PDF, HTML,
CHM, GHB on the website

Also producing four markets named “Ghaemiyeh Book Market” with Android, I0S,-
WINDOWS PHONE and WINDOWS editions

:Appreciation

We would appreciate the centers, institutes, publications, authors and all honorable
friends who contributed their help and data to us to reach the holy goal we follow

:Address of the central office

Isfahan, Abdorazaq St, Haj Mohammad JafarAbadei Alley, Shahid Mohammad
HasanTavakkoly Alley, Number plate 1va, first floor

Website: www .ghbook.ir
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Email: Info@ghbook.ir

Central office Tel: .ay¥y . y.q
vy _Tehran Tel: AmaryAvyy
Commerce and sale: -ayry...y.q
Users’ affairs: «ayry. . y.q

Introduction of the Center — Ghaemiyeh Digital Library
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For Getting Other Professional Libraries,
refer to the Center Address Please:

www.Ghaemiyeh.com

www.Ghaemiyeh.net
www.Ghaemiyeh.org
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