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CONLITIONS OF GROWING UP FOR DEAF CHILDREN OF DEAF OR
HEARING PAKRENTS AND HEARING CHILDREN OF DEAF PARENTS.

Reza Gholi Shahidi

Deputy bDirector,

Communications Program Development
Iranian National Organization

for the Welfare of the Deafl

12 Kuche Khajenasir, S.Kakh Ave.
Shah Reza Ave., Teheran, Iran

Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Reza Gholi Shahidi.
1 am an Iranian. I was either born deaf or became deaf as a
baby. The rest of my family was hearing. I would like to
tell you of three events in my life to illustrate some of the
problems I faced as a deaf child and how I try to handle
similar problems with my own children.

My first recollection concerns a problem faced primarily
by parents in developing countries. When I was eleven my father
decided to send me overseas to school because there was no
school for the deaf in Iran. My father tried sending me to
normal schools, but I couldn't learn anything and was very
unhappy. He had made arrangements to send me abroad when he
read in the paper that Mr. Baghcheban was opening a school for
tne geaf in Iran. My father entrusted me to Mr. Baghcheban,
but the father of another deaf boy my age went ahead with his
plan and sent his child away. Now that man has returned. I am
at least fifty times better off than he, although his father
was very wealthy. Deaf children should learn the language of
their own families and their own countries if they wish to be
nappy anc avoid many problems. The ‘children of friends of mine
who have gone overseas are behind, not ahead ildren who

s=ailt

P

rs no to

nave studied in Iran. I ask all mothers and fathe t
[~ ren overseas un e C ren now eir

send their child ti th hildre k. th

own native language well. ' .
My second story concerns problems which ar

father has to travel away from home. B e Judg:\are
who often had to go to the provinces. When I was sl or sexen
before I learned to talk, I cried and tried to gesture to
tell my father not to leave me and to ask why he went and
where he went. My father promised to travel less and stay more
with me, but I couldn't understand him. I was very unhappy.
When I travel my children also get upset. But they have all
learned sign language and I can explain to them where I am
going and when I will be back and what presents I will bring
for tnem. When they hear that they are happy. Parents shoula
learn sign language so they can explain things to their
children.

My last story is about growing up as a deaf child in a
hearing society. My father did not know any deaf adults. When
I was a child, I never even saw another ueaf person, at least
not that I know of. But my own children are with deaf people
all the time. We have visitors from morning to night. We go to
the club for the deaf. iy children are very happy. But when I
was a child I was very unhappy, although I didn't show 6
sorrow. If I compare myself to my children,
society much later in life,

se wnhen the

I learned about

as I didn't know deaf People until
much later. I would like to ask all parents of deaf children

to introduce their children to deaf people and to take them
to clubs for the deaf.
Thank you for your kind attention.
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WORLD FEDERATION OF THE DEAF
FEDERATION MONDIALE DES SOURDS

General Secretary President

CAROL-LEE AQUILINE LIISA KAUPPINEN
Federaton of the Deal Ihaned

130, Charrin dhiLenane POBox6S

F-01210 Ferney Violtaire SF-DO401 Helsirkd

France Finland

Fax +33-4-504001 07 Phonelne. +358-5.58031
Mr R Shahide Teiefxx +358-9-5803770
Valiasr Ave e e
Near Tavanir Rd
No 240 First Floor Seventh Step
Post cod 14348
Tehran
Iran Helsinki, 4 March 1997
LK/ro

Dear Mr Shahide,

Almost a year has passed from our visit to Iran and it is not until now that we finally get
around to writing to you to thank you for your hospitality during our visit. We do apologize for
not writing earlier, but the whole last year was a transition period in the WFD activities and
we had to prioritize our very scarce resources to somehow cope with the everyday running of
WFD matters,

The WFD new General Secretary, Ms Carol-lee Aquiline started her work first here in Finland
in where she ili 1 herself with the WFD work for three months. After the
WFD Board meeting in December in Malaysia she set up the new WFD Secretariat in
Ferney-Voltaire, France (just outside of Geneva). The new address for the WFD Secretariat
for your future contacts is: 13D, Chemin du Levant

F-01210 Fermney-Voltaire

France

FAX: +33-4-50400107

The whole trip to Iran was a learning experience for me. The seminar on Deaf education
gave me interesting information and the visits during my stay were very informative. | hope
that cooperation with the WFD and the representatives of the different organisations and
individuals can continue for the benefit of Deaf people in Iran.

Please forward my warmest regards to your Deaf friends | met during my visit. | hope that we

can keep in touch also in the future, although the day-to-day running of WFD matters is the
responsibility of our new General Secretary.

:lzvﬁ wa rds, el
et P A
Liisa Kauppinen /?,’

President

«cc: Carol-lee Aquiline, General Secretary
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